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Oykell,  The,  139 

"Oyster."— A  "Partie de Peche,"  351,  369 
Oysters  and  the  English  Close  Time, 
Foreign,  176 


"  Pabtie  de  Peche,"  A,  351,  369 
Patents,  New  Piscatorial,  14,  31,  42,  105, 

149,  201,  217,  235,  269,  289,  327,  357, 

376,  395,  442 
Patterson,  0.  S. — Annual  Sea  Fisheries 

Report,  223  ;  Sea  Fisheries  (Restrictive 

Legislation  in  Foreign  Countries),  July, 

1901,  123  ;  Thames  Puntsmen,  261 
Pearsall,  W.  H. — Formalin  as  a  Bait 

Preservative,  366 
Perch  Fishing,  A  Lesson  in,  96 
Pigott,  R.  E. — Pike  Fishing  in  Ireland 

More  than  Fifty  Years  Ago,  386 
Pike  Asleep,  Catching  a,  187 
Pike,  Boiled,  with  Caper  Sauce,  351 
Pike  Fishing  in  Ireland  More  than  Fifty 

Years  Ago,  386 
Pike  from  the  Blythe,  151b.,  384 
Pike  with  a  Tumour,  383 
Pike-Perch,  The  Wail-Eyed  Pike  or,  191 
Piscatorial  Poetics,  421 
Platts,  W.  Carter. — ^A  Morning  with  the 

Chub,  18 
Poaching  at  Westmeath,  91 
Poaching  Episode,  A,  53 
Poetry  :  — 

Angler's  Paradise,  The,  63 

Fly  Fisher's  Song,  A,  455 

Good  Enough  to  be  True,  457 

Izaak  Walton,  459 

'Mong  Cheviot  Hills  in  July,  437 

Now  England's  Glory  Rests  with  You, 
94 

Piscator — Vir  Beatissimus,  84 

Pisoatoribus  Sacrum,  4 
Pollacking  at  Weymouth,  20 
Pond  Fishing,  262 
Pretoria,  Fishing  at,  827 
Proofed  in  the  Yarn,  58 
Provincial  Notes,  weekly 

Quebec  Trout  Lakes,  On,  280 
Queensland  Coast,  Harvest  of  the  Sea  on 
the,  279 

Race  of  Life,  The,  341 
Rainbow  Trout  against  Brook  Trout,  257 
Redburn,  The  River,  258,  278 
Reminiscences  of  Kingston,  445 
Reports  from  Rivers,  Lochs,  etc.,  weekly 
Rescue  from  the  Orwell,  Gallant,  137 


Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  : — 
Baily's  Hunting  Directory,  362 
Oassoll's  The  Nation's  Pictures,  985 
Cassell's  Rivers  of  Groat  Britain,  51 
Baston's  Christmas  and  New  Year's 

Cards,  241 
Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab,  and  Lobster) 

Aot,  1877,  123 
Great  Eastern  Railway — A  Channel 

Fleet,  76 

Hewett,  The  Rev.  G.  M.  A.— The  Open- 

Air  Boy,  429 
Homeland  Association — Dulverton  and 

District  Handbook,  111 
Kirby,  W.  F. — Familiar  Butterflies  and 

Moths,  221 
Mason,  R. — Angling  Experiences  and 

Reminiscences,  203 
Rolt,  H.  A. — Grayling  Fishing  in  South 

Country  Streams,  847 
Ronald's  Fly  Fishers'  Entomology,  49 
Sea  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales) 

Fifteenth  Annual  Report  for  1900, 

223 

Sea  Fisheries  (Restrictive  Legislation 
in  Foreign  Countries,  July,  1901,  123 

Selous,  F.  C— Bird  Watching,  57 

Tisdall's  Anglers'  Guide,  etc.,  to  North 
Island  of  New  Zealand,  311 

Wardle,  Lady. — Three  Hundred  and 
Sixty-six  Inexpensive  Dinners  for 
Young  Housekeepers,  208 

Webster,  David. — The  Angler  and  the 
Loop  Rod,  433 
Richardson,  Mr.  S.  J.,  Complimentary 

Dinner  to,  394 
Rivers  I  have  Fished,  257 
Roach  Anglers,  Notes  for,  4,  21,  36,  59, 

94,  111,  127,  142,  159,  176,  192,  207, 

225,  260,  276,  298,  815 
Roach  Fishing  at  Broxbourne,  853 
Roach  Fishing  in  a  Fog,  4.39 
Rob  o'  the  Trows,  55 
Robert  the  Leather-Cutter,  242 
Rod,  A  £500  Fishing,  107 
Rods  and  Tackle,  etc..  Concerning,  19 
"Rodwell     Hookham."  —  Piscatorial 

Poetics,  421 
Rolt,  H.  A.— A  First  Brush  with  the 

Grayling,  95  ;  It  Was  Almost  Winter, 

436 

Ronald's  and  Halford's,  221 

"  Rosicrucian." — Llanymynech,  98 

Rosses,  Bej'ond  the,  172 

"  Rugde." — A  Danish  Salmon  River,  204  ; 
A  Famous  Salmon  River — The  ISTam- 
sen,  139  ;  Fishing  in  Russian  Lapland, 
33  ;  On  the  Russo-Norwegian  Frontier, 
1 ;  A  Scandinavian  Frontier  River, 
448;  Seal  Hunting  in  Greenland,  156; 
Trout  Fishing  in  Bratsberg  Amt,  17 

Rules,  Orders,  and  Ordinances  (continued 
from  page  420,  June  22,  1901),  11,  81, 
37,  64,  104,  117,  165,  209 

Russo-Norwegian  Frontier,  On  the,  1 

"  S.  S." — A  Lesson  in  Perch  Fishing,  96 

Sailing  Ship,  Fishing  from  a,  4,  19 

St.  Partridge,  149 

Salmon  and  the  Boy,  The,  221 

Salmon,  At  What  Rate  do — Travel,  and 

When?  811 
Salmon,  Canadian  v.  English,  347 
Salmon  Clause  in  Indentures,  401,  460 
Salmon,  Extraordinary  Case  of  Tinned, 

139. 

Salmon,  The  First  501b.— of  the  Century, 
204 

Salmon  Fisheries,  Glimpses  of  Our,  457 
Salmon  Pishing  in  Ireland,  404 
Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  in  Iceland,  401 
Salmon  from  the  Lochy,  A  451b.,  275 
Salmon  from  the  Tay,  A  471b.,  275 
Salmon,  etc..  How  to  Mark,  329 
Salmon  in  the  Manchester  Canal,  239 
Salmon  Kelts  Marked,  Five  Hundred,  91 
Salmon,  Land-Locked,  412 
Salmon,  Marking,  460 
Salmon  Netting  Season,  Close  of  the 

Scotch,  141 
Salmon,  Mr.  Oldham's  501b.,  239,  257 
Salmon  Passes,  Mr.  Malloch's,  275 
Salmon,  Salt  Water  Fishing  and  a  Turn 

at  the,  189,  207 
Salmon  Snatching  on  the  Liddle,  359 
Salmon,  Mr.  Sturdy's  501b.,  187,  204,  239 
Salmon,  Weight  for  Length,  276 
Salmon  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing, 

Good  and  Cheap,  1 
Salmon's  Leap,  The,  329 
Salmonidse  v.  Anguillidfe,  107 
Salt  Water  Fishing  and  a  Turn  at  the 

Salmon,  189,  207 
Sawdust  in  Trout  Streams,  331 


Scandinavian  Frontier  River,  A,  448 
Scaurdale,  Excursion  to  the,  223,  241 
Scotch  Trout  Fishing,  Decay  of,  1.59 
Scotland,  The  Back-End  Season  in,  222 
Scotland — A  Bad  Finish  to  a  Bad  Season, 
189 

Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association,  388 
Sea  Fisheries  (Restrictive  Legislation  in 

Foreign  Countries),  July,  1901,  123 
Sea  Fishing  at  Lowestoft,  141 
Sea  Lions  and  Seals  as  Fish  DeBtroyers, 

143 

Sea  Water  Fish  in  Fresh  Waters,  205 
Seal  Hunting  in  Greenland,  156 
Seals,  After,  21 

Season  in  the  North,  Close  of  the  Angling, 

294 

Heat,  Carter's  Automatic  Folding,  190 
Shad  in  the  Hudson,  Artificial  Culture 
of,  187 

Shetlanders  and  Coalfish,  77 

Short  Story  (True),  181 

Shropshire,  A  Note  from  the  "  Amateur 

Angler,"  203 
Slapton  Ley  for  Sale,  294,  347 
Small  Streams,  Angling  in,  157 
Smelt,  The,  201 

Solway,  Close  of  Salmon  Fishing  in  the, 

200 

Spey  Fishery  Board,  305 

Spinning  for  Trout  and  Pike  with  the 

Natural  Minnow  and  Gudgeon,  295, 

313,  333 
Sport  in  the  North,  173 
Stalham,  Angling  at,  103 
Stanley,  B. — The  Chance  of  a  Lifetime, 

3.33 ;  An  Ideal  Day,  405 ;  "  One  All," 

450 

Stocking  the  Pacific  from  the  Atlantic, 

.383 

Stone,  J.  H. — Achill  Island  Sea  Fishing, 

447 

"  Stretching  Matters  a  Little,"  1 
Stuart,  H.— A  Day  on  the  Dhuloch,  221 ; 

A  Flood  that  Failed,  401 ;  A  Mystery 

of  Mood,  126  ;  On  a  "  Dour  "  Loch,  331 
Sturdy,   E.  —  Weights  of  Salmon  for 

Inches  of  Length,  276 
Sturgeon,  Angling  for,  77 
Summer  Number,  Press  Notices  of  Our, 

110 

Surprise,  A,  224 

Sutherlandshire,  A  Holiday  in,  56 

"T.  B.  B."— Pollacking  at  Weymouth, 

20 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  77,  78,  190, 

240,  275,  294,  295 
Tadpoles  and  Young  Pike,  488 
Tarpon  Fishing  round  Jamaica,  21 
Tarpon,  The  Record,  49 
Tasmanian       Anglers'  Association, 

Northern,  278 
Tay,  The  (Report),  288 
Tay  Rod  Fishing,  Close  of  the,  280 
Taylor,  J.  Paul. — Days  among  the  Dace, 

126 ;  The  Season  on  the  Darenth,  243 
Tcherkassov,  Baron  P. — A  Peculiar  Style 

of  Trollin-j  for  Perch,  365 
Teapot,  The  S.  Y.  P.,  109 
Thames  and  the  Salmon,  The,  447 
Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League,  444 
Thames  Fishing  Rights,  239,  240,  269, 

298,  847,  348,  369,  381,  383,  388,  395, 

401,  428 

Thames  in  Mid- Winter,  The,  402 

Thames  in  Winter,  The,  427 

Thames  Pike  Fishing  at  Sonning  and 

Shiplake,  422 
Thames  Puntsmen,  261 
Thomas,  W.  J. — Westmeath  Lakes  and 

Rivers,  92 

Thoughts  of  an  Amateur  Fly  Dresser, 

Happy,  312 
Tickets,  Cheap  Anglers',  103,  359,  395 
Tidal  Angling,  35 

Tight-Corking,  A  Few  Remarks  on,  427 

Tilt  at  Author-Anglers,  370 

Tod,  E.  M.— "  Blanketing,"  240;  Review 

of  "The  Angler  and  the  Loop  Rod," 

433 

Told  by  the  River — A  Poaching  Episode, 
53 

Tommy  Returned,  426 
Too  Late,  445 

Towse,  J.  Wrench. — Foreign  Oysters  and 

the  English  Close  Time,  176 
Traits,  Angling,  125 
Treatment  of  Rivers,  The,  298 
Trolling  and  Trouting  Rules,  58 
Trolling  for  Perch,  A  Peculiar  Stvle  of, 

365 

Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing,  Good  and 
Cheap  Salmon,  1 
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Trout  Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scot- 
land) Bill  withdrawn,  49 

Trout  Fishing  on  the  Nore,  Kilkenny,  62 

Trout  Fishing  Season  of  1901  and  Pros- 
pects for  Sport  with  Grayling  in 
Yorkshire,  174 

Trout  Streams,  The  Welfare  of,  351 

"  Truthful  Tommy."— Our  Holiday  at 
Deal,  140  ;  Too  Late,  445 

Tunny,  The  Mediterranean,  279 

"  Tup's  Indispensable,"  4 


Tweed,  The,  171 

Tweed  Prospects,  Improvement  in,  221 
Tweed  Salmon  Fishings  of  the  Past,  78 

"  Val  Conson." — Happy  Thoughts  of  an 
Amateur  Fly  Dresser,  312  ;  The  Little 
Pale  Blue  of  Commerce,  884 ;  "  Tup's 
Indispensable,"  4 

"  W.  F."— Crayfish,  249  ;  A  Paradise  for 
Water-Fowl  in  Winter,  398 


I  Walton  and  Charles  Cotton,  Izaak,  54 
!  Walton-Cotton  Fishing  House,  The,  269, 
276 

Water-Fowl  in  Winter,  A  Paradise  for, 

398 

Waterproof,  Burberry's,  2,  58 
Waters,  John  :  A  Noted  Eden  Angler,  449 
"  Waveney." — Autumn  Reaching,  312 
Weser  Salmon  Fishery,  The,  294 
Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers,  92 
Weymouth,  A  Holiday  at,  192 


Wheeley,  C.  H.— Cheese  as  a  Bait  for 
Barbel,  3 

White  Trout,  A  Wild  Outing  After,  49 

Winter  Roach  Fisher,  The,  347 

Worm  and   Minnow  Fishing  in  Clear 

Water,  Some  Notes  on,  124 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  112 
Wye,  Prospecting  the  West  Country,  297 

Yorkshire  Streams,  Some,  305 
Zetland  Arcady,  A,  40G 
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Aberdabe,  Fishing  at,  138 

Address  Wanted,  106 

Alfriston,  Fishing  at,  202,  238 

Algoa  Bay — Cape  Salmon,  89 

Alpine  Water  Plants  and  Fishing  in 

Syria,  446 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters,  31,  48 
"  Amateur  Angler's  "  Cuckoo,  The,  15 
Ambleside,  Fishing  at,  106 
American  Bait  Casting,  122,  309,  399 
Andersons'  Sale — a  Correction,  106 
Anglesey,  Fishing  in,  48,  74 
Angling  Extraordinary,  460 
Artificial  Bait,  What  is  Best,  16 

Bait-Castikg  Rod  Handle,  New  Ameri- 
can, 32 

Bait  for  Chub,  New,  32,  48 

Baits  for  Sea  Fishing,  48 

Ballina,  A  Note  from,  74,  238 

Barton  and  Sutton  Broads,  Angling  on, 
154 

Biarritz,  Fishing  near,  364,  381 
Bicycle,  Angling  Tour  on  a,  32 
Birmingham,    Fishing    near  Acock's 

Green,  202,  219 
Birmingham,  White  Swan  Inn  Water, 

186 

Border  Esk,  The,  238,  256 

Boston  (Lines)  Trout  Fishing  near,  32 

Boulogne,  Fishing  round,  237,  253 

British  Fish,  Work  on,  185 

British  North  Borneo,  Fishing  in,  237 

Burnet-Moth,  Fish  Take  the,  138 

Bustard,  The,  73,  89 

Cabrach,  The,  220 

Caddis,  Artificial,  170 

Canadian  Salmon  Taking  Fly,  400 

Capture  of  a   Splendid   Something  or 

Other,  106,  122 
Carp  Fishing,  89 

Carp  ?  How  can  I  Catch  those,  48 
Castleconnell,  Fishing  at,  74 
Char  Fishing,  15 
Chatteris,  Fishing  at,  121,  138 
Cheney,  the  late  Mr.  A.  N,  185 
Chinese  Fish  Story,  382 
Christchurch,  Hants,  Fishing  at,  138 
Chub  Takes  a  Water-Bat,  16 
Cleddau,  Poaching  on  the,  32 
Clonbur,  Fishing  at,  137 
Coarse  Fishing  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
460 

Contents  of  Fishes'  Stomachs  Wanted,  202 
Cornish  Streams,  The  North,  185 
Cowes,  Sea-Fishing  at,  170 
Cross-Line  Fishing,  185 
Crystal  Palace  Aquarium,  309 
Cuckoo,  The  "  Amateur  Angler's,"  15 

Dace  in  the  Usk,  106 

Deal  Boatmen's  Regatta,  163 

Dieppe,  Fishing  near,  274 

Diver,  Capture  of  a,  310,  328 

Dog  and  the  "  Poacher,"  The,  90 

Donegal,  Fishing  in,  48,  74 

Dragonet,  Capture  of  a,  382 

Dressing  for  Lines,  310 

Dressing  for  Silk  Line,  346 

Dropper  Fly,  Metal  Eye  for,  460 

Dry  Fly  First  Described?    When  was 

the,  16,  31 
Dry  Fly  Fishing  on  the  Tweed,  15 

Eel  Query,  121 
Eels  and  Fry,  202 

Eels  Breeding  in  Fresh  Waters,  122 

Eels  in  Trout  Streams,  154 

Eels  Slipped  By,  The,  400 

Egypt,  The  Angler  in,  15 

Enemies  of  Young  Fish,  Natural,  16 

English  Lakes,  The,  90,  106,  138,  170 


Evanger  River,  Pishing  in  the,  31,  73, 
89,  137,  153,  170, 185,  201,  219,  237,  255, 
271,  291 
Experience,  An  Interesting,  90 
Extract  Fish-Hooks,  How  to,  417 

Felt,  or  Vulcanite  Asphalte,  274 

Fisheries,  Rating  of,  460 

Ply-Fishing  on  Windermere,  418 

Fly  Takes  a  Chub  and  a  Perch,  154 

Folkestone,  Pishing  near,  48 

"  Fool  at  One  End  and  a  Worm  at  the 

Other,"  74 
Foreigners  as  Anglers,  106 
Formalin  as  a  Preservative,  309,  364,  381, 

418,  446 
Fox's  Fly  Dope,  138,  153,  170 
Free  Fishing  at  Thetford,  274,  292 
Frozen  Ponds,  346,  364,  382 

Gimp,  How  to  Stain,  138 

Glan  Conway,  Pishing  at,  16 

Glasgow,    Pike    and    Perch  Fishing 

Wanted  near,  364,  399 
Golf,  Fishing  and,  106,  122 
"Got  a  Bite" — A  Hint  to  Collectors  of 

Angling  Pictures,  460 
Grayling  Fishing  at  Tenbury,  346 
Gudgeon,  Not  8-inch — but  a  Printer's 

Error,  274 
Gut,  etc..  To  Dye,  138 

Happy  Thoughts  of  an  Amateur  Ply 

Dresser,  417,  446 
Heron,  Ravages  of  the,  170,  185,  202 
Herring  in  Sea-Trout,  154 
Hint  for  "Rambler,"  A,  185,  202,  219, 

238 

Hooks,  "Allcock  Eyed  Perfect,"  The, 

291,  309 
Hooks  ?  How  Many,  106 
Hooks,  How  to  Extract,  460 
House  Wanted  with  Trout  Fishing,  74 
Hybrids,  Roach  or,  154 

Idle,  Netting  in  the,  138 

Imperial  Tobacco  Company,  309 

Ireland,  Cheap  Fishing  in,  32 

Ireland,  Fishing  in,  90 

Irish  Trout,  Good  Sport  with,  186 

Isla,  The,  291,  328,  346 

Italy,  Fishing  in,  364 

Jersey  and  South  Coast  Sea  Fishing, 
138,  170 

Keswick,  Fishing  at,  90 
Killaloe,  Sport  at,  74 
Kinking,  To  Prevent,  29 

Lake  Trout  and  Their  Enemies,  Irish, 
292 

Lancing-on-Sea,  Fishing  at,  48 
Langrick,  Fishing  near,  122 
Line,  A  New  Sea  Fishing,  .364 
Lines  in  Many  Waters,  346 
Live  Fish  for  the  Thames,  Two  Tons  of, 
202 

Loch  Rannoch,  Fishing  in,  74 
London,  Fishing  near,  186,  202 
Lough  Conn,  A  Note  from,  238 
Lough  Corrib  Trout,  A,  122 
Lowestoft,  Sea  Fishing  at,  186 


May  Plies  Fifty  Years  Ago,  106 
Method  of  Attaching  Drop   Links  to 

Casts,  New,  364 
Midge  Preventives,  74 
Minnow  Tackle,  Ariel,  202 
Minnows,  Preserved,  238,  253 
Moat,  Fish  for  a,  364 
Mosquito  Bites,  Naphthalene  as  a  Cure 

for,  48 

Mussels  as  Bait,  Preserved,  138,  186,  237 


Nails  for  Waders,  154,  186 
Navy  League,  The,  31 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Coarse  Fishing  near, 
417 

New  South  Wales,  Amateur  Fishermen's 

Association  of,  310 
New  Zealand,  Fishing  and  Shootingin,  170 
New  Zealand,  Trout  Fishing  in,  327 
Newquay,  Fishing  near,  89 
Nile,  Fishing  on  the,  202 
Norfolk  Broads  Protection  Society,  399 
Norway  (see  Evanger  River) 
Norway,  Holiday  Pishing  in,  15 
Norway,  A  Note  from,  73 
Note  from  the  North,  A  Pleasant,  48 

Orkneys  and  Shetland,  Fishingin  the,  122 
Ormesby,  Apartments  at,  122 
Otter  Hunting  on  the  Yore,  186 
Oughterard,  Fishing  at,  186,  202,  219 
Oughterard,  Sport  at,  273 
Overfishing  by  Man,  Birds,  and  Fish,  345 

Pale  Duns,  Bodies  for,  417 
Parasites  on  Trout,  138 
Paternostering  for  Pike,  460 
Peculiar  Pish,  Another,  400 
Peebles,  A  Grand  Report  from,  202 
Pike  Fishing,  364 

Pike  Fishing  near  London,  328,  346 
Pike  in  Windermere  Lake,  Heavy,  418 
Pike,  Large,  Seized  by  a  Larger  One,  418 
Pike  not  There,  The,  310 
Pike  Shooting  Season  has  Commenced, 

The  Irish,  418 
Pike,  Specimen  Wanted,  138,  170 
Pike  Spinning  Bait,  346 
Pike  with  a  Tumour,  417 
Pike-Perch,  418 
Poaching  at  Birmingham,  186 
Poaching — How  Bargees  Poach  Canals, 

274 

Poaching  on  Lough  Corrib,  185,  219,  253, 

255,  273,  292,  309,  328 
Poisoned  Fish  at  Newport  Pagnell,  154 
Pontoon,  Poxford,  A  Note  from,  238 
Porthgwarra,  Fishing  at,  399 
Public  Rights  in  Navigable  Rivers,  363, 

381 

Puzzled  Eft,  etc.,  256,  274,  291 

Queen  Accepts  some  Flies,  The,  32 

Rag  Worm  Supply,  etc.,  74,  122 
Rainbow  Fry  Choked  by  a  Snail,  74 
Rainbow  Trout  in  Lakes,  201 
Rainbow  Trout  Spawn  ?  When  Do,  73 
Rambler,  the  Other,  253 
Ranworth  Broad,  274 
Rating  of  Fisheries,  460 
Restock  with  Trout,  When  to,  417 
Roach  at  Grove  Ferry,  15 
Roach  or  Hybrids,  154 
Roach,  Perch,  and  Dace  in  Spawn  in 
September,  256,  274,  292,  310,  328,  346 
Rod-Joint,  The  Gray,  15,  48,  74 
Rother,  Fishing  on  the,  32 
Roundhay  Park,  138,  154,  186 
Royston,  Fishing  near,  138 


Sailors,  Our,  446 

St.  Ursanne,  No  Competition  at,  154 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  Cheap,  15 
Salmon  Angling  in  Scotland,  418 
Salmon,  Capture  of  a  Marked,  292 
Salmon,  Clean  and  Unclean,  16,  32,  73 
Salmon  Disease — Fungus,  32 
Salmon  Fishing  in  July  and  August,  292 
Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Tweed,  220 
Salmon  Fishing  Query,  256 
Salmon  Indenture  Clause,  382,  399,  418 
Salmon  Ladders,  Angling  in,  202,  346 
Salmon,  Marking,  364,  381 
Schwalbach,  Fishing  at,  16,  31,  74 
Scotch  Lochs,  Good  Sport  on,  185 


Scum  on  Rivers  and  Ponds,  47 
Sea  Bream  at  Anglesea,  122 
Sea  Pishing  and  Wild  Fowling  Wanted, 
256 

Sea  Pishing,  Success  in,  400,  418 
Shrimps,  Beetles,  etc.,  238 
Silk  from  the  Madagascar  Spider,  47,  73 
Size  of  Takeable  Fish,  Increase  the,  238 
Skate,  1061b.,  220 
Slapton  Ley,  A  Note  from,  219 
Slider  Float,  The,  154,  186 
Songs,  Anglers',  346,  364,  382 
South  Walsham  Fishing  Rights  Case,  418 
Spawning  of  Diflerent  Breeds  of  Trout,  418 
Spawning  Season,  220,  256,  274,  292,  310 

328,  346 
Specimens,  Some  Fine,  309 
Spinning  Bait,  327 
Split  Cane  Rods,  48 
Sports  Exhibition,  International,  446 
Stain  Wanted,  Permanent    Olive  or 

Bronze  Green  Wood,  16,  32,  90 
Sutherland  Pishing  Stations,  Some,  137 
Sutherland,  Sport  in,  90 
Switzerland  (Montreux),  Where  to  Pish 

and  what  Tackle  to  Use,  186,  219 
Switzerland,  Fishes  of,  15 
Syria,  Fishing  in,  446 

Tapered  or  Untapered  Casts,  400, 417, 446 
Tenacity  of  Life  in  Fish,  460 
Tenby,  Fishing  at,  170, 186,  202, 220, 310, 
345 

Tench  and  the  Spoon,  The,  154 
Tench,  How  to  Capture  Large,  90,  106 
Tench,  Hybrid,  346 
Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League,  309 
Thames    at    Leohlade   (see    Hint  for 
Rambler) 

Thames  Fishing  Rights,  138,  256,  271, 

291,  309,  328,  363,  381,  399 
Towyn,  Fishing  at,  122, 138 
Transport  of  Live  Fish  to  Berlin,  417 
Trout,  A  Big,  121 
Trout  at  Chiswick,  274 
Trout  Fishing,  Cheap  Salmon  and,  15 
Trout  Pishing,  House  wanted  near,  106 
Trout  Fishing  in  the  Lake  District,  138 
Trout  Fishing  in  the  Serpentine  ?  417 
Trout  Pishing  Query,  90 
Trout  in  the  "  Zoo,"  237,  256,  273,  292, 

310,  328 
Trout  Ponds,  154 

Trout,  Spawning  of  Different  Breeds  of, 
418 

Trout,  What  Killed  the,  47 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Fishing  at,  73,  89 
Tunny  Fishing  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  255 
Turbot,  Unique  Form  of,  460 
Tweed — An  Angler's  Paradise,  400 
Tweed,  Dry  Fly  Fishing  on  the,  15 
Tyrol  or  Italy,  Fishing  in,  364 

Vancouver,  Pishing  and  Shooting  in,  170 
Vibration  Rods,  106 

Wading,  Legal  or  Illegal,  292 
Wear,  Coarse  Fishing  in  the,  382,  418 
Weed,  Pickerel,  399 
Weeds  in  Aquaria,  364 
West  Country  Trout,  310,  345,  363,  382, 

400,  417,  446 
Woodham  Lock  and  Aldershot,  Free 

Fishing  between,  418 
Worm  and  Minnow  Fishing  in  Clear 

Water,  169,  186,  201,  202,  220 
Worm,  The  Twisting,  16 
Worms,  Burns,  "Bastards,"  etc.,  16 
Wrasse,  The  Ballan,  417 
Wrinkles  Wanted,  16,  48,  74 

Yarmouth,  Sea  Fishing  at,  74 
York,  Good  Pishing  Wanted  near,  90 

Zulu,  The,  237 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


Salmon  anglers  should  not  miss  the  refreshingly 
frank  advertisement  -which  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy,  the 
well  -  known  and  very  successful  salmon  angler, 
inserts  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  columns  this  week 
respecting  his  fishing  on  the  Evanger  Eiver.  The 
terms  on  which  he  offers  to  let  his  fine  stretch  of 
the  river  are  amusingly  novel,  and  there  need  be  no 
fear  of  their  not  being  carried  out  to  the  letter  by 
Mr.  Sturdy.  *^ 


Generalities  on  Natural  Flies. 
Most  of  the  flies  on  which  trout  feed,  though  by 
no  means  all  of  them  (for  many  are  land  flies 
which  get  blown  or  fly  on  to  the  water),  rise  from 
the  bed  of  the  river  or  lake  when  it  is  time  for 
them  to  change  from  the  grub  or  creeper  stage  of 
their  existence.    Some  crawl  to  the  surface  up  the 
stems  of  water  plants  or  stones  at  the  sides,  but 
most  of  them  swim  rapidly  to  the  surface  in  a 
waterproof  skin  or  coat  which  bursts  when  they 
reach  it,  the  wings  unfold,  and  the  insect  can  fly. 
In  the  case  of  many  of  the  smaller  flies — "  Duns," 
as  anglers  call  them — the  change  is  so  quickly 
made  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  it,  except  under 
very  favourable  conditions.    But  with  the  May 
Fly  you  can  often  see  the  insect,  as  it  rises  to  the 
surface,  struggle  out  of  its  skin  as  it  floats  down  on 
it  like  a  boat.    Very  soon  it  gets  its  body,  wint^s, 
and  legs  free,  and  begins  to  fly,  at  first  in  short 
clumsy  flights,  coming  down  on  the  surface,  resting 
as  it  floats  down,  then  taking  a  longer  flight,  and 
so  on  until  it  can  fly  well  enough  to  get  to  some 
bush  or  long  grass  on  the  bank,  where  it  again 
changes  the  whole  of  its  outer  covering,  and  is 
then  in  its  perfect  state  as  a  fly  and  ready  for  its 
matrimonial  duties  in  the  air.    Tien  the  female 
returns  to  the  river  or  lake  and  drops  her  eggs  in 
the  water;  they  sink  to  the  bottom,  hatch  out 
into  little  grubs  like  silkworms,  grow  and  feed  for 
a  season  or  two  in  the  river  until  it  is  time  for 


them  in  their  turn  to  rise  to  the  surface  and 
become  flies.  As  flies  they  neither  grow  nor  feed 
their  sole  raison  d'etre  out  of  the  water  is  for 
reproduction. 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell  had  such  capital 
sport  in  the  Altnacealgach  Hotel  waters,  that 
asked  Mr.  Campbell  to  let  me  have   details  of 
their  sport  and  flies  used  : — • 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  enclose  you  details  of 
our  sport.  The  best  flies  we  found  were  Zulu 
(Black  Hackle),  but  better  still,  Zulu  with  Purple 
Hackle,  Black  and  Teal,  Black  and  Blae,  Eed  and 
Teal,  sometuxies  a  small  Alexandra,  Blue  and  Teal, 
and  Malloch's  March  Brown,  also  a  Stone  Fly. 
The  lochs  were  very  low  when  we  first  fished,  and 
we  had  the  worst  wind  (N.)  for  there,  but  we  did 
best  the  first  week.  We  had  two  days  on  a  private 
loch  with  better  results  as  regards  average.  Eain 
every  day,  more  or  less  ;  often  could  not  go  out  at 
all,  and  many  times  had  to  turn  off  the  lochs 
before  lunch.  August  is  a  good  month  for  these 
lochs,  but  I  personally  cannot  stand  the  midges, 
that's  why  I  go  early.  I  enclose  you  best  things 
for  preventive  and  best  after  the  bite,  given  to  me 
by  Dr.  Startin.  "Harry  N.  Campbell." 

Dr.  Startin's  midge  preventive  is :  One  dram  of 
ipecac  powder  in  methylated  spirits  of  wine,  two 
ounces;  and  the  cure  for  recent  stings  is  liquid 
ammonia. 


Here  is  the  list  of  takes.   It  will  be  seen  the  fish 
averaged  just  three  to  the  pound  : — ■ 
Day.  Loch. 
Saturday  (half-day)  Boulan 

Monday   Cama  ... 

Tuesday   Urigal... 

Wednesday  (half-day)  Cama  ... 
Thursday         ...  Urigal... 

Friday    Boulan 

Saturday. . .-      ...  Veyatie 


Total  for  1st  week 

Monday   Cama  ... 

Tuesday  (No  fishing) 

Wednesday      . . .  Boulan 

Thursday.        ...  Urigal 

Friday    Cama . . . 

Saturday  ...  Veyatie 


741b, 


Total  for  2nd  week,  239  trout 
Monday — Blown  off 

Tuesday   Private  loch 

Wednesday       ...  Boulan, 
Thursday — Blown  off 

Friday    Urigal 

Saturday  (half-day)  Cama... 


Total  for  3rd  week,  280  trout,  86JIb, 
Monday  (half-day  alone)  Urigal — Gale 

Tuesday   Cama  

Wednesday       ...  Cama  

Thursday   Private  loch . . . 


Grand  total 


Trout. 

Lbs. 

55 

16 

41 

12^ 

121 

34 

22 

7 

117 

30 

82 

27 

32 

16i 

470 

-  143 

61 

17 

50 

15 

60 

56 

16 

22 

709 

217 

63 

30 

110 

22J 

80 

24 

27 

10 

989 

303J 

69 

20 

71 

22 

70 

20 

81 

35J 

1280 

401 

was  quite  convinced  that  they  wore  not  trout  11' 
all  but  smelts.  The  plea  that  he  had  caught  trout 
was  changed  to  one  wherein  he  admitted  that  they 
were  smelts,  and  the  game  warden,  having  no 
evidence  to  the  contrary,  was  obliged  to  let  the 
man  go. 

"  From  the  above  one  might  judge  that  it  was- 
not  either  proper  or  safe  to  tell  the  truth  at  all 
times,  this  holdiog  especially  good  when  one  has- 
returned  from  a  fishing  trip.  It  is  generally  to  be 
regretted  that  the  warden  did  not  clinch  this 
boaster  and  force  him  to  go  down  into  his  breeches 
pocket  and  yank  up  6,500  plunks.  It  would  have 
proved  a  lesson  in  morality  and  veracity  to  the 
fishermen  of  the  country.  The  fish  story  of  the 
future  would  have  been  tame  in  matters  of  numbers 
and  would  be  confined  strictly  to  size  and  weight 
and  the  hours  of  fight  the  fish  put  up  before 
coming  to  the  net. 

"  There  is  a  latent  idea  that  this  fisherman 
caught  neither  smelt  nor  trout — in  fact,  caught 
nothing,  and  having  to  tell  the  boys  something  in 
doing  his  little  story,  got  beyond'  his  depth  and 
consequently  into  trouble. 

"  This  is  the  nearest  I  have  ever  known  a  fisher- 
man to  come  to  paying  $6,500  just  because  ho 
stretched  matters  a  little. 

"  If  the  recital  of  this  episode  tends  toward 
making  some  people  a  little  more  careful  in  future 
around  the  camp-fire,  I  will  not  have  written  in 
vain."  li,  B.  Maeston. 


ON  THE  KUSSO-NOEWEGIAN 
FEONTIEE, 


Stretching 


Nearly  Had  to  Pay  $6,500  for 
Matters  a  Little." 

As  "  Eeader  "  in  Forest  and  Stream,'vfho  relates 
the  following  good  story,  says,  this  is  the  nearest  I 
'  ave  ever  known  a  fisherman  to  come  to  paying 
$6,500  just  because  he  stretched  matters  a  little : — 
"  A  man  up  our  way  went  fishing — trout  fishing 
—  and  when  he  came  home  said  that  he  had 
caught  in  one  day  700  trout.  This  fish  story  went 
unchallenged — in  fact,  unheeded  by  every  man  in 
town,  save  the  game  warden.  He  took  down  the 
statutes  and  therefrom  learned  that  the  legal  limit 
was  just  fifty  trovit.  Then  doing  some  figuring  he 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  there  was  due  to  the 
State  from  this  over-zealous  fisherman  just  $6,500, 
being  650  trout  at  $10  each.  Now  the  trout  were 
not  in  evidence,  and  the  game  warden  was  acting 
upon  the  admission  of  the  fisherman,  in  which  he 
pleaded  guilty  and  made  himself  amenable  to  the 
law. 

"  The  matter  assuming  a  serious  shape,  the 
fisherman  explained  that  the  fish  were  caught  in  a 
stream  on  the  boundary  of  Canada.  But  the  game 
warden  would  not  stand  for  this,  and  to  his  own 
knowledge  denied  the  existence  of  any  trout  in  the 
stream  mentioned. 

"  Then  the  fisherman  became  hazy  as  to  just 
how  a  trout  looked,  was  quite  certain  these  trout 
had  no  spots — in  fact,  was  not  sure  they  were 
trout — and  when  he  came  to  think  over  the  matter. 


GOOD  AND  CHEAP  SALMON,  TEOUT,  AND 
GEAYLING  FISHING. 
When,  some  thirty  odd  years  ago,  the  present 
writer  first  visited  Norway  for  salmon  fishing,  sucli 
a  person  as  a  middleman  in  connection  with  the 
letting  ot  salmon  rivers  in  that  country  was  almost 
unheard  of.  The  angling  leases  were  in  the  hands 
either  of  old  sportsmen  or  their  nominees,  and  a 
secrecy  which  often  amounted  to  the  ludicrous 
was  almost  invariably  maintained  by  them  in 
egard  to  their  takes,  the  lures  employed,  the  rent 
paid,  and  everything  connected  with  their  holdings. 
Now  everything  is  completely  altered.  The  middle- 
man, whether  for  good  or  ill,  has  exploited  the 
whole  coast ;  he  has  already  got  hold  of  the  great 
majority  of  theirivers— good,  bad,  and  indifferent— 
to  which  salmon  resort,  and  in  time,  no  doubt,  ho 
will  get  the  rest.  Instead  of  the  veil  of  mystery 
employed  by  the  "  old  hands,"  a  strong  light  the 
light  of  unlimited  advertisement — is  shed  upon 
"  Norwegian  anglings."  Not  only  are  the  bags 
made  by  his  predecessors  given  where  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  but  photographs  of  the  pools  on  whicli  he 
is  to  perform,  of  the  house  he  is  to  inhabit,  and  of 
the  gillies  he  is  to  employ,  may  all  be  had  in 
London  by  the  intending  lessee  or  tenant  of  a 
Norway  salmon  river. 

For  some  years  Ithe  role  of  middleman  in  this 
connection  was  played  by  certain  Norwegians 
whose  faith  in  the  girllibility  of  the  British  angler 
was  unlimited,  and  many  were  their  victims. 
Ultimately,  however,  they  themselves  were  so 
frequently  shown  up  that  they  too  were  made  to 
suffer,  and  they  probably  now  shai-e  the  sentiments 
of  the  worthy  man  who  expressed  his  belief  that 
honesty  was  after  all  the  best  policy,  ha\mg 
"  tried  baith  "  ! 

As  a  result  of  the  new  system,  rents  of  coiu'se 
have  gone  up  enormously ;  but  on  the  other  hand 
it  is  entirely  a  man's  own  fault  if  he  is  "had" 
over  a  salmon  river  in  Norway  nowadays.  No 
enterprising  middleman  has,  however,  been  able 
to  lay  hands  upon  the  finest  salmon  river  that 
discharges  on  the  coast  of  Norway,  nor  is  he— at 
any  rate  for  some  time  to  come — very  likely  to  do 
so,  for  an  excellent  reason. 

Although  the  Tana  enters  a  Norwegian  fjord, 
and  in  the  lower  portion  of  its  course  flows  through 
Norwegian  territory,  it  forms  the  frontier  for  a 
gi-eat  many  miles  with  Eussia  ;  sjjecial  laws,  there- 
fore, apply  to  it,  and  no  one  can  obtain  a  monopoly 
of  any  portion  of  this  gi-and  stream.  Had  it  been 
otherwise,  it  would  have  been  snapped  up  long 
ago,  as  in  all  Norway  there  is  no  such  series  of 
salmon  pools  as  that  which  commences  a  short 
distance  above  Pohnak  (a  day's  journey  by  canoe 
from  the  river's  mouth)  and  extends  upwards  for 
nearly  fifty  miles.    None  the  less  it  is  somewhat 
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singular  that  the  Tana  is  not  more  frequented  by 
British  anglers ;  for  although  the  population  of 
the  valley  consists  of  Lapps  and  Finns,  although 
the  mosquitoes  are  awful,  the  climate  trying,  and 
a  teut  ahuost  a  necessity,  the  fish  run  heavy,  and 
there  are  plenty  of  them. 

Unlike  the  rivers  of  the  west  coast,  which, 
owing  to  the  proximity  to  the  latter  of  the 
mountain  ranges,  descend  abruptly  into  the  sea, 
and  can  therefore  be  negotiated  by  migratory  fish 
for  short  distances  only,  the   Tana  throughout 
almost  its  entire  course,  from  the   frontiers  of 
Finland   to   the   northern  coast   of  Finmarken, 
presents  no  obstacles  whatever  beyond  occasional 
series  of  heavy  rapids,  and  salmon  are  able  to 
ascend  the  main  stream  and  its  tributaries  for  some 
four  himdred  miles.    On  this  vast  tract  of  water 
there  is,  of  course,  ample  room  for  any  number  of 
rods,  but  to  obtain  the  right  to  fish  upon  the  whole 
of  it  the  foreign  angler  need  only  pay  by  way  of 
licence  to  the  Russian  and  Norwegian  Governments 
a  sum  which  does  not  amoimt  to  ten  pounds  ster- 
ling, a  considerably  better  investment,  as  a  rule, 
than,  say,  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
poimds  for  a  rod  for  a  month  on  a  west  coast  river. 
The  main  ice  on  the  Tana  breaks  up  in  May,  and 
taking  one  season  with  another,  it  is  well  to  be  on 
the  spot  by  the  middle  of  June,  for  the  first  run  of 
salmon  is  the  heaviest,  and  the  rod-fishing  season 
does  not  last  longer  than  seven  weeks  at  the  most. 
As  a  rule,  indeed,  it  is  considerably  shorter,  for 
the  snow  supply  is  never  of  itself  sufficient  to  keep 
the  river  up  for  that  length  of  time  even  in  fair 
order,  and  summer  rrainflgods  are  not  of  invariable 
occurrence  in  Finmarken. 

The  angler  can  get  to  the  mouth  of  the  river— 
at  the  head  of  the  Tana  Fjord — by  steamer  from 
Troadhjem,  and  there  in  Jxme  he  will  find  plenty  of 
Lapps,  who  have  come  down  with  timber  from  the 
upper  waters.  From  among  these  somewhat  in 
attractive-looking  nomads  he  (or  rather  the  Nor 
wegian  servant  who  probably  accompanies  him) 
can  select  a  sufficient  number  to  convey  him  up 
stream  in  their  canoes,  and  to  act  as  boatmen 
during  his  stay  on  the  river. 

Although  there  are  certain  pools  where,  for  local 
reasons,  they  rest  for  a  space,  and  where  they 
undoubtedly  rise  to  the  fly,  most  of  the  spring 
salmon  take  advantage  of  the  heavy  snow  flood  to 
get  a  long  way  up  the  river  ;  in  order,  therefore,  to 
make  the  best  of  a  season,  the  angler  had  best  go 
a  three  days'  journey  upstream — say,  to  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  the  Levjok  River,  which  enters  from 
the  Norwegian  side — there  is  no  use  hanging  about 
the  pools  about  fifty  miles  only  up  in  June,  they 
are  fvdl  of  kelts.     In  fine  weather,  travelling  in 
.  these  Finmarken  canoes  is  very  pleasant ;  a  Lapp, 
armed  with  a  long  pole,  stands  at  either  end  and 
propels  the  craft  forward,  while  between  these  the 
passenger  reclines  upon  an  arrangement  of  birch 
twigs,  rugs,  and  baggage.    The  second  day  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  is  a  hard  one,  including  as  it 
does  the  passage  of  the  "  Stor  Foss,"  a  portage  of 
about  a  mile,  across  which  everything  has  to  be 
carried;  and  immediately  below  the  junction  of 
Levjok  River  there  is  a  still  larger  series  of  heavy 
rapids.    It  is  a  question,  indeed,  which  the  angler 
mast  decide  for  himself,  whether  it  be  worth  his 
while  to  pass  the  latter.    The  beat  which  com 
mences  immediately  above  them  is  a  most  excellent 
one  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  but  it  is 
no  good  without  plenty  of  water,  and  there  is  a 
magnificent  range  of  pools  below  which  will  keep 
him  fully  employed.    It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that  on  a  stream  of  this  size  and  volume  barling  is 
practically  the  only  method  of  angling  for  salmon, 
but  so  varied  in  character  and  depth  and  so  well 
defined  are  the  pools,  that  interest  never  slackens 
when  fishing  the  Tana.    Towards  the  end  of  the 
season,  but  before  the  water  has  got  altogether  too 
low,  a  few  days  should  be  spent  at  the  "  Stor  Foss," 
the  most  sporting  beat  on  the  river.    As  already 
remarked,  the  spring  fish  do  not  affect  the  pools  in 
this  locality,  but  pass  on  and  upwards  ;  moreover, 
the  casts  in  the  Foss  itself  (a  long  series  of  heavy 
rapids)  are  at  that  time  of  the  year  far  too  high 
But  about  the  middle  or  end  of  July  the  latter 
usually  hold  a  lot  of  clean  run  salmon  of  large 
size  which  require  skilful  handling  to  steer  within 
reach  of  the  gaff  amid  the  boulder-strewn  torrent 
The  fish  on  this  far  northern  river  run  big  ;  taking 
the  season  through,  and  of  course  excluding  grilse, 
the  average  usually  comes  out  about  181b.  or  191b., 
sometimes  even  better.    But  there  are  averages 
9,nd  averages,  and  to  put  101b.  and  J51b.  salmon  ill 


the  grilse  category,  as  some  people  are  so  fond  of 
doing  in  order  to  show  an  exceptionally  high  one 
appears  childish  as  well  as  deceptive.  On  this 
principle  the  process  of  elimination  might  be 
carried  out  imtU,  say,  the  six  largest  fish  were  left 
as  a  basis  of  calculation,  then  surely  the  manufac- 
turer of  high  averages  would  rest  satisfied  on  his 
laiurels  I 

Speaking  generally,  the  best  patterns  for  the 
Tana  are  Jock  Scots,  Durham  Rangers,  and  silver- 
bodied  confections,  but  as  long  as  the  water  remains 
high  at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  the  spoon  will 
always  beat  the  fly.  Then,  of  course,  treble  gut 
must  be  employed,  but  later  on,  when  the  flood 
has  subsided  somewhat,  single  gut  pays,  but  it 
must  be  of  the  very  best.  For  at  least  three  weeks 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  darkness,  and  during  the 
day,  should  the  weather  be  clear,  the  sim  is 
extremely  powerful ;  it  is  advisable,  therefore,  to 
act  accordingly,  and  the  best  hours  for  fishing  are 
from  6  or  7  p.m.  until  midnight,  and  from  about 
2  until  8  or  9  a.m. 

Grayling  are  very  plentiful,  and  pretty  nearly 
anywhere  on  the  upper  reaches  a  big  basket  can  be 
easily  filled  in  an  evening  with  the  fly. 

In  August  the  fjord  outside  the  mouth  of  the 
river  swarms  with  fine  sea-trout,  which  take  bright 
spinning  baits  well,  and  a  couple  of  days'  or  so 
sport  among  them  fonns  a  not  inappropriate  wind- 
up  to  a  season  with  the  big  fish  on  the  inland  waters. 

In  this  connection,  however,  it  is  to  be  remem 
bered  that  the   new  game  law  will    this  year 
interfere  very  much  witli  autumnal  sport  in  Norway 
and  that  there  will  be  little  use  in  Englishmen  spend- 
ing time  in  that  country  imless  for  angling  purposes 
Except  in  Lofoden  and  Vesteraalen  game  birds 
may  not  be  killed  before  September  15,  an  alto 
gether  prohibitorily  late  date,  in  so  far  at  any  rate 
as  shooting  over  dogs  is  concerned.    In  order  to 
acquire  the  right  to  stalk  wild  reindeer  on  State 
ground,  which  is  practically  the  only  territory 
where  these  animals  exist  in  any  numbers,  the 
foreigner  must  in  the  first  instance  invest  in  a 
shooting  licence  costing  one  himdred  kroner,  and 
afterwards  in   a   second   document,   which  will 
necessitate  a  further  outlay  of  two  hundred  kroner 
(in  all  nearly  £11).     These  will  entitle  him  to 
compete  with  the  swarms  of  native  professional 
hunters  on  the  high  fjeld,  and  to  shoot,  if  he  can, 
three  deer  between  September  1  and  14,  which 
now  constitutes  the  season  during  which  wild 
reindeer  may  legally  be  killed.    The  circumstances 
being  such,  the  attractions  are  not  very  great 
either  for  the  ryper  shooter  or  for  the  reindeer 
stalker  in  the  land  of  the  Vikings  in  this  year  of 
grace,  and  it  would  be  well  worth  the  consideration 
of  anyone  spending  the  salmon  angling  season  on  the 
Tana  (roughly  speaking,  from  the  middle  of  June 
until  the  end  of  July)  to  return  by  way  of  Errara 
and  the  Pasvig  Valley  instead  of  by  the  Tana 
Fjord.    The  jommey,  however,  is  pretty  long  and 
troublesome,  and  must  not  be  undertaken  without 
a  tent  and  a  good  supply  of  stores.    Some  seventy 
miles   above  the   point  of    junction   with  the 
"  Karasjok  "  stands  the  little  Quain  settlement  of 
Aigio  on  the  main  river,  and  from  thence  the  head 
waters  of  a  confluent  of  the  Errara  Traesk  may  be 
reached.     By  descending  this  stream  that  vast 
inland  sheet  of  water  "  in  the  Lapmark  of  Kimi, 
which  contains  innumerable  islands,  and  which  is 
of  so  vast  a  circuit  that  never  any  Laplander  lived 
long  enough  to  this  day  to  have  viewed  andl.  found 
out  all  its  creeks,"  may  be  visited. 

Opinions  differ  as  to  the  existence  of  really  wild 
reindeer  in  the  Errara  coimtry,  some  asserting  that 
the  so-called  wild  deer  of  these  parts  are  merely  in- 
dividuals which  have  strayed  from  the  tame  herds, 
of  which  there  are  not  a  few  in  these  regions  ;  but 
at  any  rate,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
extreme  excellence  of  the  trout  and  grayling  fishing 
which  can  be  enjoyed  on  the  Pasvig.  This  fine 
stream,  which  drains  a  basin  of  nearly  twelve 
thousand  square  kilometres,  forms  in  its  course  of 
Ibetween  sixty  and  seventy  miles  from  the  Errara 
Traesk  about  a  dozen  lakes  of  considerable  size. 
Between  these  are  short  rapid  pieces  of  river,  and 
on  them  and  at  their  exits  from  and  entrances  into 
the  various  lakes  excellent  sport  with  fish  of  from 
lib.  to  31b.  and  over  may  be  obtained.  Unlike  its 
neighbom-,  the  Tana,  the  Pasvig  is  accessible  to 
the  migratory  Salmonids  for  a  short  distance  only, 
the  further  ascent  of  the  fish  being  stopped  by  a 
fall,  which  occurs  at  a  distance  of  little  more  than 
a  couple  of  miles  above  its  entrance  into  the  fjord. 

EUGDE. 


MESSRS.  BURBEEEY'S  SELF- 
VENTILATING  WATEEPEOOF 
APPAEEL  FOE  FIELD  SPOETS 
AND  PASTIMES. 


The  new  illustrated  list  of  the  in  every  way 
excellent  goods  supplied  by  Messrs.  Burberry  is 
quite  a  model  of  what  such  a  list  should  be.  The 
illustrations  are  really  artistic  sketches  from  life, 
showing  exactly  what  a  coat  or  cape  or  suit  is  like. 
We  can  speak  from  many  years'  experience  of  the 
admirable  qualities  of  the  garments,  now  so  com- 
pletely identified  with  the  name  of  Burberry,  and 
can  add  nothing  to  what  we  have  said  in  past  years 
except  that  Messrs.  Burberry  are  like  the  British 
Empire,  constantly  increasing  the  output  and 
variety  of  their  manufactures  and  obtaining  new 
customers.  A  glance  at  the  index  will  show  what 
a  multitude  of  spoi-ts  and  pastimes  are  covered  by 
these  varied  coverings  for  the  human  frame,  both 
male  and  female,  from  angling  kits  to  yeomen's 
coats.    Our  readers  should  note  that  every  genuine 


Burberry  "  waterproof  garment 
'  Bm-berry's  "  label. 


bears  a 


CHEISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAE 
CAEDS. 


We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Easton  &  Co. 
(R.  S.  Easton),  the  well-known  printers  and 
publishers  of  Corporation-street,  Manchester,  a 
selection  of  their  new  series  of  Christmas  and  New 
Year  cards  for  1901-2.  It  seems  that  this  up-to-date 
firm  has  gone  in  thoroughly  for  the  home  manu- 
facture of  artistic  specialities,  and  the  specimens 
sent  include  their  "  Old  Ballad  "  and  "  Up-to-Date 
Direct  Photo"  series.  Each  card  has  a  highly- 
finished  photo  in  black  and  white,  with  verse 
descriptive  of  the  scene  thereon  depicted,  and 
suitable  greeting  printed  from  the  sender.  This 
firm,  make  a  speciality  of  reproducing  any  snap- 
shot photo  in  black  and  white  on  their  photo  series 
of  Christmas  cards  at  wholesale  rates,  so  that 
sportsmen,  anglers,  etc.,  can  have  their  favourite 
horses,  dogs,  or  catches  of  fish  reproduced  on 
cards  in  endless  variety  and  in  the  highest  style 
of  the  photographic  art.  Only  skilled  artists  are 
employed  on  this  work.  We  wish  all  su.ccess 
to  the  firm  in  this  latest  venture,  and  feel  sure 
many  of  ova  readers  who  are  amateur  photo- 
graphers would  be  well  pleased  if  they  had 
some  snap-shot  suitable  to  go  on  a  Christmas 
or  New  Year's  card  reproduced  and  mounted  by 
Messrs.  Easton. 


A  Fine  King-Cakp.— A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
game  fish — Cyprinus  rex  Ciprinorum — was  taken 
by  net  in  the  estuary  of  the  Avon  and  Stoiur  at 
Christchurch  on  June  26  ;  it  weighed  161b.  Several 
hundreds  of  these  were  placed  in  the  Stour  about 
four  miles  above  by  Alderman  Newlyn,  of  Bourne- 
mouth, to  conunemorate  the  Diamond  Jubilee, 
1897,  and  assuming  it  was  the  largest,  which  at  that 
time  weighed  61b.,  it  has  increased  101b.  in  about  four 
and  a  half  years.  It  was  in  good  condition,  and  was 
sent  to  Cooper,  of  28,  Radnor-street,  London,  for 
preservation.  The  king  carp  were  purchased  from 
Mr.  T.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  in  1897. 

Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.  have 
nearly  ready  for  publication  a  new  work,  entitled 
"A  Retrospect  of  the  South  African  War,"  by 
Lieut.-Colonel  E.  S.  May,  C.M.S.,  R.A.,  author  of 
"Field  Artillery  with  the  other  Arms,"  etc..  Pro- 
fessor of  Military  Art  and  History  at  the  Staft 
College.  Lieut.-Colonel  May,  it  will  be  remembered, 
formed  and  took  out  the  special  ammimition  column 
which  left  England  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war  ; 
he  took  part  in  the  defence  of  Ladysmith,  and 
subsequently  commanded  a  brigade  division  of  field 
artillery  in  the  operations  vmder  Sir  R.  Buller  and 
General  Hildyard  in  Natal  and  the  south-eastern 

Transvaal.  t-,-  7  j 

Midge  Preventives. — I  see  in  last  week  s  Fteld 
a  query  with  regard  to  midge  preventives.  We 
fish  a  good  deal  in  Norway,  where  they  are  very 
troublesome,  and  never  think  of  going  out  without 
a  small  tin  of  Homocea  in  our  pockets.  If  rubbed 
well  over  face,  hands,  and  stockings,  it  quite  keeps 
away  the  midge's.  Two  or  three  applications  of  it 
during  the  day  are  quite  enough.  I  suppose 
eucalyptus  is  one  of  the  ingredients.— Alice  K. 
Vale  Bagshawe  (The  Lower  Sohool,  Uppingham) 
in  the  Field. 
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GODMANCHESTEE   ON  THE 
HUNTINGDON SHIEE  OUSE. 


Standing  as  it  does  on  the  very  banks  of  the 
river,  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  excellent  pike, 
bream,  chub,  roach,  and  rudd  fishing,  and  with  a 
good  train  service  by  the  Great  Eastern  or  Midland 
and  Great  Northern  to  Huntingdon  (which  is  close 
to),  it  follows  that  Godmanchester  is  a  station  by  no 
means  to  be  neglected  by  anglers  in  quest  of  good 
coarse  fishing.  All  the  water  within  the  parish  is 
imder  the  control  of  the  Corporation,  and  is  by 
that  body  let  to  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Associa- 
tion ;  the  charge  to  fish  it,  however,  is  very  small, 
so  that  there  is  no  difficulty  in  that  quarter. 
Plenty  of  boats  may  be  hired  near  the  stone  bridge, 
which  divides  Godmanchester  from  Huntingdon, 
whilst  in  the  town  itself  above  the  locks  other  boats 
may  be  obtained. 

There  is  excellent  and  cheap  accormnodation  to 
be  had  in  the  place  to  suit  the  requirements  of  all. 

The  first  thing  a  stranger  would  want  to  know 
is,  of  course,  where  to  make  for  to  secure  sport, 
and  this  short  aHicle  is  written  with  a  view  to 
assisting  him  in  this.  Assuming  that  a  boat  has 
been  obtained  above  the  locks,  a  good  stretch  of 
water  is  available  to  Brampton  Locks  up  stream, 
and  if  a  boat  is  hired  below  the  locks,  or  the 
angler  decides  to  pass  through  them  down  stream, 
then  there  is  a  stretch  of  water  at  his  service 
nearly  five  miles  long  in  the  main  river  as  far  as 
Houghton  Mills,  in  addition  to  which  there  are 
several  excellent  backwaters  well  worth  attention, 
particularly  when  the  main  river  is  in  flood — 
notably  Woolls  Dyke,  the  Dole,  the  Elmer's 
backwater,  and  the  stream  flowing  from  the 
Houghton  fourgate  pit. 

Eetuming  to  the  up-stream  boundary  of  the 
Godmanchester  waters  at  Brampton  Locks,  I 
propose  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the  fishing 
first  of  all  from  that  point  down-stream  to  God- 
manchester, and  here  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  say 
en  passant  that  the  water  immediately  around  the 
mills  is  private,  and  permission  must  be  obtained 
from  the  tenant  before  it  can  be  fished;  Sunday 
fishing  is  objected  to.  There  is  not,  however,  very 
much  of  this  water,  and  if  the  angler  keeps  to  the 
right-hand  side  of  the  river  (facing  down-stream) 
imtil  he  has  passed  the  mills  he  will  be  fishing  in 
the  Godmanchester  waters.  At  the  locks  there  is  a 
deep  hole,  which  frequently  contains  a  good  pike  or 
two,  and  also  it  seldom  fails  to  yield  a  few  perch, 
whilst  chub  have  often  been  caught  in  it.  The 
rush  beds  from  this  point  to  Brampton  Mills  are 
usually  the  harbour  of  several  pike,  and  the  water 
is  well  adapted  for  spinning  for  them.  At  one 
point,  where  the  land  from  the  right  side  juts  out 
into  the  stream,  the  perch  fisherman  would 
generally  meet  with  good  sport. 

Following  the  main  river  beyond  the  mills,  the 
water  for  some  distance  is  shallow  and  in  summer 
very  weedy,  but  in  this  length  many  large  rudd 
take  up  their  abode,  and  the  angler  after  these  fish 
who  anchors  his  craft-  in  the  centre  of  the  stream, 
fishes  "  fine  and  far  off,"  and  works  his  bait  nicely 
in  the  runs  between  the  weeds  will,  in  all 
probability,  meet  with  fish  of  21b.  or  over  in 
weight.  In  the  winter,  when  the  weeds  have 
rotted  down,  it  affords  excellent  spinning  water, 
but  even  then  it  is  not  advisable  to  spend 
much  time  live-baiting  it  as  the  weeds  and 
obstructions  on  the  bottom  always  prove  a 
nuisance. 

Opposite  the  last  field  on  the  left  bank,  before 
the  railway  bridge  is  reached,  the  water  is  much 
deeper  and  comparatively  free  from  weeds.  Here 
in  the  summer  very  frequently  roach,  and  bream, 
too,  are  taken,  whilst  for  autvunn  and  winter  fishing 
for  pike  and  perch  it  should  always  be  thoroughly 
tried.  Here  and  there  the  bank  is  washed  away 
under  the  surface  of  the  water,  thus  affording 
excellent  shelter  for  perch,  and  not  unfrequently 
chub,  too.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  river  nearly 
to  the  centre  is  very  good  for  rudd  fishing,  and  here 
and  there  not  far  from  the  bank  are  deep  holes 
where  the  bankers  frequency  secure  good  roach, 
particularly  if  the  river  is  streamy  and  thick,  as 
they  are  just  out  of  the  current.  The  piles  aroimd 
the  Great  Northern  and  Midland  Eailway  bridges 
close  to  always  yield  a  goodly  supply  of  perch,  and 
occasionally  very  large  ones  are  taken  there. 
Passing  under  the  bridges,  the  water  is  again  very 
weedy,  but  just  the  water  for  specimen  rudd.  I  I 
have  had  exceedingly  good  takes  in  this  length —  j 


many  fish  up  to  25lb.  and  one  exceeding  31b.  in 
weight.  It  is  scarcely  ever  fished  for  rudd,  and, 
therefore,  the  angler  who  perseveres  in  it — and  par- 
ticularly in  the  evening — would,  I  think,  be  well 
rewarded.  At  this  point  the  large  meadow  known 
as  Portholme  commences  on  the  left  side  and 
extends  to  the  gasworks  at  Huntingdon.  Any  one 
is  at  liberty  to  fish  from  this  meadow  (providing  he 
has  purchased  a  fishing  ticket),  and  from  its  bank 
all  along  to  Himtingdon  good  spinning  for  pike 
may  generally  be  had,  particularly  after  the  weeds 
have  disappeared.  A  little  further  along  from  the 
right-hand  side  several  good  bream  and  roach  swims 
are  obtainable ;  in  fact,  just  beyond  the  bay, 
known  locally  as  "  Pike  Bay,"  some  of  the  best 
bream  fishing  obtainable  on  the  Ouse  may  be  had. 
There  is  not  in  this  stretch  that  nuisance  of  sewage 
being  allowed  to  pour  into  the  river  as  is  the  case 
below  Huntingdon,  and  (possibly  owing  to  this)  the 
bream  as  a  rule  feed  much  better.  It  is  but  little 
fished,  and  the  angler  who  prepares  and  baits  up  a 
swim  could  rely  on  having  it  to  himself.  The 
right  bank  on  this  side  down  to  the  grove  known  as 
Bleatley's  Grove  is  fringed  with  tall  reeds,  the 
water  is  deep,  and  live  baiting  a  yard  or  two  from 
the  bank  is  well  worth  a  trial.  Fish  of  from  141b. 
to  201b.  and  a  perch  of  41b.  have,  to  my  knowledge, 
been  taken  from  this  stretch.  At  Bleatley's  Grove 
is  an  important  backwater  known  as  Lee's  Brook. 
This  backwater  flows  from  the  main  river  at 
Brampton  iWale,  and  after  pursuing  a  somewhat 
winding  course  rejoins  the  main 
river  at  this  point.  Lee's  Brook 
is  always  worth  attention ;  there 
are  larger  chub  in  it  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Ouse ;  autumn 
and  winter  fishing  for  them  is 
perhaps  best,  but  still  there  are 
several  nice  holes  where  the  fly 
can  be  profitably  employed  in  the 
summer.  Of  coiurse,  the  larger 
fish,  as  a  rule,  take  up  their 
quarters  in  the  most  inaccessible 
spots  possible,  in  swims  about  a 
couple  of  yards  square  ;  here  they 
may  be  seen,  fine  fellows  of  41b. 
and  5lb.  in  weight,  many  of  them 
exceeding  even  that,  and  not  only 
may  they  be  seen,  but  (if  the 
angler  goes  about  his  business 
properly)  be  hooked,  too  ;  the 
question  of  landing  them  after- 
wards is  a  difficult  one,  for  there 
is  generally  a  friendly  root  or 
other  obstruction  into  which  they 
rush  with  lightning-like  speed. 
StUl,  I  think  the  majority  of 
anglers  will  agree  with  me  that 
"it  is  better  to  have  hooked  and  lost  than  never  to 
have  hooked  at  all."  And  occasionally  the  tackle 
stands  the  strain,  and  when  this  is  the  case,  after  a 
few  mad  rushes,  Mr.  Cheven  generally  caves  in. 
There  are  several  bushes  overhanging  this  stream 
where  large  chub  take  up  their  abode,  and  the 
adept  at  dapping  would  do  well  to  note  this,  because 
here  he  would  meet  with  specimens  worthy  of  his 
skill.  Lee's  Brook  also  invariably  contains  a  good 
supply  of  pike,  and  when  the  main  river  is  as  thick 
as  mud,  and  the  stream  tearing  madly  along,  good 
bags  are  often  obtained  from  it.  It  affords  in  mid- 
winter, too,  excellent  sport  for  the  roach  fisherman. 
Many  a  specimen  have  I  known  taken  from  it,  by 
one  angler  in  particular,  who,  alas!  will  never 
wander  by  its  side  again.  From  Bleatley's  Grove 
to  Godmanchester  Town  Hall  the  water  remains 
about  the  same,  rather  weedy  and  good  for  rudd, 
whilst  on  the  right  side  are  several  friendly  boughs 
under  which  chub  take  up  their  quarters  in  the 
summer,  and  a  fly  deftly  cast  would  generally 
meet  with  response.  C.  A.  Bryant. 


Ltka  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  lays,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sa)s:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  maj  ly  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2b.  6d. 

To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian  "of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  l)e  liail, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Maiston  and  Co. , 
St.  Duustan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


CHEESE  AS  A  BAIT  FOE 
BAEBEL. 


In  the  early  season  barbel  seem  to  be  extra 
fastidious  and  dainty,  and  at  this  time  of  year  it 
often  happens  that  the  lobworm  does  not  prove  a 
good  bait.  I  have  frequently  had  far  better  sport 
with  a  small  pellet  of  cheese-paste  on  a  triangle. 
The  lobworm  that  is  accepted  with  avidity  in 
August  and  September  now  seems  too  big  a 
mouthful  for  the  fish,  and  the  angler  will  do  well 
to  employ  a  far  smaller  bait,  either  for  legering  or 
long-corking,  very  little  of  the  last-named  method 
being  seen  on  the  Thames  when  barbel  are  fished 
for,  yet  much  ground  that  cannot  be  legered  fishes 
well  with  float-tackle. 

A  pellet  of  cheese  carefully  fished  in  long  swims 
will  now  find  barbel  where  the  worm  utterly  fails. 
I  once  had  a  most  pleasing  experience  of  this  in  a 
certain  swim  at  Halliford,  where  the  river  is  too 
stony  for  legering.  I  had  tried  the  worm  patiently 
without  result,  but  making  a  change  to  cheese- 
paste  had  the  desired  effect,  and  I  got  fish  after 
fish  during  a  Jime  evening  till  darkness  compelled 
me  to  desist.  In  striking  one  fish  at  a  very  long 
distance  I  snapped  the  rod-top  at  about  three 
inches  from  the  end  ;  the  broken  piece  slid  down 
to  the  float  and  formed  a  "  slider  "  indeed,  but  I 
got  my  barbel — a  fish  about  five  poimds  in  weight 
j  — after  long  play. 


One  great  benefit  of  cheese-baiting  is  that  very 
little  groimd-baittng  is  necessary ;  indeed,  very 
little  is  imperative,  for  a  big  dose  of  cheese  settles 
the  matter  by  sickening  the  fish.  A  few  j)ellets, 
rather  smaller  than  cherries,  should  be  thrown  in, 
weU  above  the  punt ;  these  pellets  should  be  well 
squeezed,  to  get  the  air  out.  In  a  quiet,  steadj' 
swim,  they  soon  reach  a  depth  at  which  the  fish 
will  find  them,  and  when  j'our  tackle  shortly  after- 
wards follows  it  is  most  pleasing  to  see  the  float 
pop  under  smartly.  The  "  chung  "  of  the  line  tells 
of  a  heavy  fish  at  once,  and  the  play  of  fish  on  float 
tackle  always  seems  to  me  to  be  more  enjoyable 
than  when  they  are  hooked  on  a  leger. 

Soft  yellow  cheese  is  the  best,  well  kneaded  in  a 
cloth  or  rag;  it  should  not  be  mixed  with  bread. 
The  bait  should  be  flattened  slightly  on  the  top, 
with  the  points  of  the  triangle  just  beneath  the 
smrface.  The  bait  should  be  struck  off  at  the  end 
of  each  swim,  and  the  same  process  should  be 
followed  when  the  leger  is  lifted ;  each  pellet  of 
cheese  that  is  not  taken  serves  to  bait  the  swim. 
In  long-corking,  a  pellet  left  on  the  hook  or  triangle 
greatly  adds  to  the  disturbance  of  the  ^\  ater  when 
the  line  is  wound  in,  and  even  if  this  distm-bance 
be  chiefly  on  the  surface  it  does  no  good,  particularly 
in  shallow  water.  As  regards  depth  to  fish,  swims 
of  ten  and  twelve  feet  of  water  often  show  sport  in 
the  early  season  ;  the  boats  drive  fish  into  deeper 
swims  than  they  would  probably  choose  to  inhabit 
were  they  undisturbed.  Fine  tackle  near  the  hook 
is  essential  for  sport,  though  the  leger  bullet  should 
never  run  on  fine  gut,  it  scrapes  it  almost  imme- 
diately. A  tiny  triangle  holds  the  bait  fai-  better 
than  a  hook,  and  takes  a  splendid  hold  either  in 
the  mouth  of  barbel  or  chub.  At  the  present  time 
the  fish  are  taking  on  leger  tackle  most  gingerly  ; 
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there  is  no  "  double  knock  "  about  the  bite,  the 
line  barely  quivers,  yet  in  a  way  that  is  unmistak- 
able, quite  different  to  the  roll  of  the  bullet  on  the 
gravel;  the  gentlest  twitch  means  a  fish,  and  the 
strike,  with  snch  fine  tackle,  must  be  very  short 
and  slight.  In  floating,  the  strike  is  often  very 
long  indeed,  and  one  is  prone  in  h  ^ering  to  strike 
too  hard  after  a  long  spell  of  corking. 

Swuns  with  fine  gravel  should  be  selected,  yet  a 
shoal  of  fish  will  now  and  again  be  found  on  mud. 
The  late  J.  P.  Wheeldon  -told  me  that  he  had 
sometimes  fished  the  most  perfect  barbel-swims 
without  success,  and  on  changing  to  a  swim  on  a 
mud-bed  had  found  sport.  The  fish  often  collect 
immediately  below  weed-beds,  evidently  taking 
whatever  insects,  etc.,  that  may  be  washed  from 
tlie  weed.  Short  trials  of  swims  should  be  made 
till  the  fish  are  found,  and  it  is  probable  that 
baiting  with  cheese  will  lead  to  good  results  in  the 
present  state  of  the  water. 

The  illustration  is  of  Herbert  Cm-r,  the  Weybridge 
fislierman,  with  a  customer,  fishing  in  the  Shepper- 
ton  backwater ;  the  photograph  was  taken  on 
June  16.  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 


"  TUP'S  INDISPENSABLE." 


"  On'  Friday  last  an  angler  creeled  a  brace  with  a 
Tup's  Indispensable,  a  fly  very  like  a  Red  Spinner 
but  without  wings,  and  having  some  peculiar 
dressing  in  the  body  which  malces  it  appear  almost 
transparent.  The  same  angler  caught  three  brace 
and  returned  fom:  brace  of  small  fish  on  Saturday." 
—  (Kiver  report,  Field,  May  25,  1901.) 

The  title,  "  Tup's  Indispensable,"  brings  back  to 
one  Thomas  Tod  Stoddart's  scornful  reference  to 
"  the  latest  urban  conceit,  redoubted  as  a  killer, 
the  fail-me-never  of  some  sporting  parson  or  half- 
pay  hero."  We  have  all  known  them  —  the 
Irresistibles,  the  Infallibles,  the  Little  Wonders, 
the  Champions,  and  the  "  Somebody's  Fancies." 
We  have  seen  the  trout  resist  them,  e^  en  flee  from 
them  ;  we  have  seen  them  fail  more  often  than 
succeed.  The  Little  Wonders  have  amazed  rather 
than  attracted  the  fish  ;  the  Champions  have 
frightened  them  into  hiding  ;  and  the  Fancies  have 
commonly  been  anybody's  fancy  but  the  trout's. 
Vanifas  vanitatinn.    Is  this  another  of  them  ? 

Why  "  Indispensable  "  ?  and  why  Tup's  ?  These 
are  mysteries  into  which  it  is  not  proposed  to  pry 
too  closely.  Sufficient  is  it  to  say  that  we  have 
here  a  dressing  of  the  Eed  Spinner  which  threatens 
to  subvert  all  received  notions  of  how  to  dress  a 
Red  Spinner.  You  look  at  it  and  say,  "  That  a  Red 
Spinner — pooh,"  until  you  see  a  Red  Spinner,  or  a 
shoal  of  Red  Spinners,  dancing  in  the  air,  and 
compare  the  "  T.  I."  blowing  out  at  the  end 
of  my  cast.  Then  you  begin  to  understand  the 
aim  of  the  dresser,  and  to  conceive  that  that 
hairy,  pale,  pinky-dun,  flesh-coloured  body  of 
mixed  dubbing  and  singular  translucency  may 
not  be  so  far  out  after  all,  and  when  you  see 
how  the  wet  brings  out  and  transfuses  the  colour 
you  have  no  doubt  about  it.  It  is  not,  of  course,  a 
universal  killer  at  all  times  and  seasons,  but  used 
as  a  Red  Spinner  in  proper  time  and  place  it  is, 
in  my  experience,  the  best  imitation  bar  none  that 
I  liave  ever  tried. 

I  had  it  first  from  the  maker  and  inventor,  Mr. 
R.  S.  Austin,  of  19,  Gold-street,  Tiverton,  after  he 
had  killed  a  stupendous  basket  with  it  on  the  Exe, 
including,  if  I  remember  rightly,  a  three-pounder. 
That  was  in  June  last  year,  and  in  the  interval  I 
have  tried  it  on  several  occasions,  and  have  good 
cause  to  speak  well  of  it.  Thrice  I  tried  it  on  the 
Wandle  of  an  evening,  on  one  occasion  raising 
eighteen  trout  to  it  within  an  hour  and  a  half 
without  moving  from  where  I  stood,  and  on  each 
of  the  other  occasions  taking  fish  with  it  and 
raising  others.  I  tried  it  on  the  Itchen  one  August 
evening  when  scarce  a  fish  was  stirring,  as  a  last 
resort,  and  killed  a  brace  and  turned  over  another 
brace  in  a  short  space  of  time.  I  tried  it  in  mid- 
day on  a  dry  fly  river  in  Bavaria,  and  hooked 
successively  all  three  big  trout  to  which  I  offered 
it.  In  the  spring  of  this  year  I  tried  it  on  the 
Itchen  on  bulging  fish  which  had  driven  me  to 
desjiair,  and  fishing  it  half  wet  I  took  ten  and  a  half 
brace  in  three  days,  besides  losing  several  others, 
and  missing  innumerable  rises  owing  to  a  bad  head 
wind.  I  have  dressed  and  given  patterns  to  friends 
during  the  past  year,  and  not  one  but  has  spoken 
well  of  it,  and  most  have  done  really  well  on  it. 


The  secret  of  the  dressing  is — well,  it  is  not  my 
seci-et  or  it  would  not  remain  a  secret  longer.  But 
in  the  face  of  the  impossibility  of  giving  away  what 
is  not  mine  to  give,  I  do  the  next  best  thing  I  can 
in  disclosing  to  the  world  the  existence  of  this  fly, 
and  giving  them  the  chance  to  try  it  for  themselves. 

Yal  Conson. 


PISCATOEIBUS  SACPvUM. 


Oh,  the  angler's  awfu'  life  1 
It's  far  the  warst  o'  ony, 
Wha  has  pleesu^e  gettin'  stung 
Insteed  o'  findin'  honey  ? 
Ither  folks  laughs  an'  jokes 
(Save  when  feelin'  "badly"), 
I5ut  the  chiel  wha  sports  a  creel 
Taks  his  pleesures  sadly  1 

Oh,  the  angler's  awfu'  life ! 

In  the  dark— I'm  tell't — they  rise 

Tae  begin  the  day,  man, 

An  at  nicht  when  they  return 

They  find  nocht  to  say,  man  ; 

Wife  an'  cat  lookin'  flat 

Diel  a  fish  for  the  dish. 

Scorn  deservin'  (bairnies  starvin'), 

What  can  anglers  say,  man? 

Oh,  the  angler's  aufti'  life! 

Wife  hands  oot  the  empty  dish  1  !  I 
"  Wind  was  frae  nor'-east,  ma'am, 
"  Snaw  was  lyin'  on  the  hills — 
"  Bad  for  man  an'  beast,  ma'am ; 
"  When  it's  wast,  ane  can  cast, 
"  When  it's  north  nane  gang  forth ; 
"  When  it's  east — fast  not  feast, 
"And  it  blew  north-east,  ma'am." 

Oh,  the  angler's  awfiC  life  ! 

Though  they  smell  o'  fish  an'  tar 
Fisherfolks  richt  jolly  are  ; 
But,  its  discord,  jar,  an'  janglin' 
Wi  the  chaps  that  tak'  to  anglin'  ; 
When  they  win  they  tak'  to  sneerin'. 
If  they're  lickit  ....  What  a  sweerin' !  1 
Thrawnness  at  a  maximum. 
Keeps  back — The  Millennium. 

Oh,  the  angler's  awfu   life  ! 

Oh,  the  angler's  leein'  life  ! 

Wi'oot  ony  bias. 

We  hae  heard  the  best  o'  them 

Lee  like  Ananias  1 

For  the  likes  o'  Sandy  Gray 

Diel  o'  me  kens  what  to  say, 

He's  like  a  multiplyin'  reel 

Or  gatlin'  gun  worked  by  the  diel !  1 

Oil,  the  angler's  aivfu'  life ! 

E.  M.  Ton. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the  "Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grhvillh  Fbnnell.) 

{Contvniied  fr(ym  June  29,  page  428.) 

CHAPTER  V. — continued. 

Feeding. — Mr.  Marriott  is  of  opinion  that  fish, 
while  horizontally  poised  in  the  water,  have  the 
excelsior  gifts  of  looking  only  forwards  and  upwards, 
for  he  tells  us  that  "the  fish  of  the  carp  tribe — of 
which  we  are  writing — when  feeding  upon  anything 
floating  in  the  water,  or  that  they  expect  will  come 
to  them  with  the  stream,  swim  very  near  the 
bottom,  almost  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  with 
the  eyes  pointing  forward  and  upwards,  and  they 
invariably  seize  a  bait  before  it  touches  the  bottom ; 
but  when  looking  for  their  food  in  the  mud  or 
gravel  they  incline  at  a  very  considerable  angle — 
say  of  45'^ — and  in  that  way  grovel  and  rout  amongst 
the  mud  and  stones  with  their  eyes  looking  down- 
wards. The  natural  inference  to  deduce  from  these 
facts  is  that  we  ought  to  fish  on  or  above  the 
bottom  according  to  the  circumstances  of  each  par- 
ticular case,  and  not  be  guided  by  one  blind  rule." 

Striking. — A  good  deal  of  nonsense  has  been 
written  about  "  striking  with  a  delicate  turn  of  the 
wrist."  We  should  like  to  see  the  man  who  could 
do  it  with  an  eighteen,  much  less  a  twenty  or 
twenty-four,  feet  rod.  The  fact  is,  even  the  strongest 
Lea  fishermen  lift  their  rods  bodily,  as  they  are 
held  in  both  hands  ;  but  when  light  rods  of  moderate 
length  are  used,  the  strike  is  from  the  wrist  or  elbow. 


The  true  roach  fisher  is  often  a  solitary  banker 
by  necessity ;  but  if  the  beginner  can  obtain 
permission  to  stand  by  his  elbow  and  watch  his 
movements,  he  will  perceive  how  faint  were  those 
bites  which  proved  fatal  to  the  largest  fish,  and 
will  likewise  notice  that  the  "  strike  "  is  as  delicate 
as  the  bite,  the  line  being  little  more  than  tightened  ; 
and  if  the  angler  does  not  feel  the  fish,  he  angles 
on — more  particularly  when  baited  with  gentles — 
without  taking  his  line  out  of  the  water ;  thus 
by  the  exquisitely  quiet  nature  of  his  treatment 
saving  his  bait,  the  time  which  would  be  expended 
in  the  removal  of  the  line,  the  readjustment  of  the 
hook,  and  what  is  of  yet  greater  consequence — he 
has  preserved  the  placidity  of  the  water,  and  has 
not  excited  the  suspicion  of  the  fish. 

Simplicity  of  the  Roach. — All  experienced 
anglers  will  agree  with  Blakey  in  his  "  Hints  on 
Angling  "  that  however  simple  or  foolish  the  small 
fry  of  roach  may  be  during  the  summer,  and  in 
turbid  or  thick  waters,  the  larger  fish  are  unquestion- 
ably timid,  shy,  cunning  fellows,  undeserving  the 
reproach  cast  upon  them  by  so  high  an  authority 
as  Walton.  It  is,  indeed,  very  difficult  to  catch  a 
large  roach  in  bright  water,  unless  you  use  very  fine 
tackle  and  carefully  keep  yourself  out  of  sight. 


CHAPTER  YI. 

Then  see  on  yonder  side,  where  one  doth  sit. 
With  line  well  twisted,  and  his  hook  but  small ; 
His  cork  not  big,  bis  plummets  round  and  fit. 
His  bait  of  finest  paste  a  little  ball, 
Wherewith  he  doth  intice  unto  the  bit, 
The  careless  roch,  that  scone  is  caught  withall ; 
Within  a  foot  the  same  doth  reach  the  ground. 
And  with  least  touch,  the  float  straight  sinketh 
down. 

So  for  the  roch,  more  baits  he  hath  beside. 
As  of  a  sheep,  the  thick  congealed  bloud, 
Which  on  a  board,  he  useth  to  divide 
In  portions  small,  to  make  them  fit  and  good. 
That  better  on  his  hooke  they  may  abide  ; 
And  of  the  waspe,  the  white  and  tender  brood, 
And  worms,  that  breed  on  every  herb  and  tree, 
And  sundry  flies,  that  quick  and  lively  bee. 

Secrets  of  Angling,  by  J.  D.,  Esq.,  1652. 

Baits. — "  In  April,  cads  and  worms  ;  in  summer, 
white  snails  or  flies  ;  m  autumn,  paste  ;  in  winter, 
gentles,  sprouted  malt,  the  young  brood  of  wasps, 
bees  dipt  in  blood,  and  the  dried  blood  of  sheep." 
— W.  A.  Osbaldiston's  British  SjMrtsman. 

Contents  of  Stomach. — We  have  frequently 
insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  the  angler  ascer- 
taining the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  the  first 
roach  he  may  catch.  By  opening  the  fish  with  a 
sharp  penknife,  he  may  satisfy  his  curiosity  as  to 
what  they  are  feeding  upon,'  and  this  may  guide 
him  to  a  great  extent.  If  the  greater  portion  of 
the  contents  of  the  stomach  be  grubs,  or  worms, 
then  gentles  or  worms  will  be  the  bait  in  harmony 
with  the  inclination  of  the  fish  ;  if  they  have  been 
feeding  on  weed,  then  paste,  or  the  silk-weed,  if 
procurable,  will  probably  agree  with  their  appe- 
tites. Where  a  preponderance  of  flies  and  grubs 
is  met  with,  house  and  other  flies,  beetles,  etc., 
will  be  acceptable. 

We  recollect  opening  a  roach  on  the  banks  of 
the  Loddon,  near  Twyford,  in  October,  when  the 
fish  bit  very  sparingly,  and  found  therein  several 
Harry,  or  daddy-long-legs.  As  these  insects  were 
most  abundant  in  the  meadows,  we  had  no  difficulty 
with  our  landing  net  in  securing  as  many  as  we 
required,  and  the  sport  we  had — fishing  with  them 
under  water,  and  at  the  bottom — was  as  good  as  we 
ever  experienced  in  that  river. 

A  large  portion  of  the  pleasure  of  all  sport  is 
caused  by  the  novelty  that  can  be  imported  into 
it.  What  we  are  surprised  at  is  that  the  float 
fisher  should  be  so  slow  to  bring  to  bear  upon  his 
art  that  thought  and  induction  by  which  the  best 
of  fly  fishermen  are  characterised,  who,  directly 
they  take  their  first  trout  or  grayling,  inquisi- 
tively operate  to  ascertain  the  secrets  of  the  store 
within  the  fish.  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
some  fish  are  almost  confirmed  vegetarians,  and 
that  the  heavier  they  get  the  more  attached  they 
are  to  the  weed.  It  is  certainly  true  that,  in 
many  waters,  roach,  in  the  hot  autumnal  months, 
like  ourselves,  prefer  a  simple  cool  salad  to  all 
the  attractions  of  animal  food. 

When  a  roach  is  opened  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  usually  look  and  are  a  horrid  mess,  in 
which  no  particular  kind  of  food  can  be  dis- 
tinguished ;  but  put  this  mess  into  a  tumbler  and 
pour  water  ,in,  slowly  letting  it  overflow,  and  the 
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digested  will  then  separate  from  the  undigested 
portion,  and  much  of  the  latter  can  often  be 
identified. 

Paste. — The  Eev.  J.  Martin  says :  "  Roach  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  and  in  different 
waters,  will  take  various  kinds  of  baits ;  worms, 
gentles,  grubs,  blood-worms,  may  all  be  used,  if 
anglers  feel  disposed  to  try  them,  but  for  our  own 
part  we  never  use  anything  but  paste.  In  the 
Lea,  in  the  spring,  sometimes  blood-worms  may 
be  used  with  advantage,  and  in  the  summer 
gentles  at  Dagenham,  etc.,  but  even  then  we 
always  use  paste  in  preference.  We  should  not 
indeed  consider  that  we  were  roach  fishing  in  the 
Lea  if  we  were  not  using  paste.  To  make  it  really 
good  the  bread  must  be  the  best,  about  one  day 
old,  not  more  nor  less :  be  particular  in  that 
respect,  for  if  it  be  too  new  your  paste  will  be  too 
sticky,  and  not  white,  and  if  it  be  too  stale  it  will 
be  too  loose  to  hold  on  the  hook.  When  at  the 
waterside,  and  not  till  then — for  it  spoils  in  a 
short  time — take  a  piece  out  of  the  middle  of  the 
loaf,  in  a  square  shape,  about  as  big  as  a  large 
walnut,  dip  it  into  the  water,  and  take  it  out  again 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  as  quickly  squeeze  all 
the  water  out  of  it,  or  it  will  become  too  wet,  and 
never  mix  well.  Having  done  that,  put  it  into  the 
palm  of  your  left  hand  and  work  it  up  with  the 
thumb  and  finger  of  your  right  until  it  is  quite 
solid,  smooth,  and  white  ;  it  will  then  be  fit  for  the 
hook,  and  should  be  kept  from  the  action  of  the  air, 
for  that  turns  its  colour,  and  to  prevent  that  we 
always  put  it  into  a  small  clean  piece  of  white  rag 
and  keep  it  in  the  left-hand  waistcoat  pocket,  from 
whence  we  take  it  piece  by  piece  as  we  want  it. 
If  you  fish  some  hours,  and  find  that  it  has  become 
discoloured,  make  a  fresh  piece,  by  all  means,  or 
your  finny  companions  will  not  take  it.  Be  sure 
that  your  hands  are  perfectly  clean  when  you  make 
it,  or  it  will  all  be  spoiled.  The  piece  you  put  on 
the  hook  should  be  about  the  size  of  a  white  pea, 
and  as  rormd,  and  should  be  so  placed  on  the  hook 
that  the  point  should  be  just  outside  of  the  round 
pellet ;  be  particular  in  that,  or  you  will  run  a 
chance  of  not  hooking  your  fish,  especially  if  your 
paste  be  too  stiff." 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  FEOM  A  SAILING  SHIP. 


One  of  the  greatest  charms  of  angling  is  certainly 
the  opportunities  it  affords  for  reflection,  and,  of 
course,  there  are  different  degrees  of  this,  as  of 
other  things,  but  certainly,  to  me,  one  of  the  chief 
delights  of  meditating  over  past  angling  events  is 
enjoyed  when  seated  before  a  good  fire  on  such 
bitter  evenings  as  we  have  lately  experienced,  and 
conning  some  old  writings  or  old  copies  of  the 
Fisldng  Gazette.  I  have  often  wished  I  had  kept 
all  my  Fisldng  Gazettes  and  had  them  bound, 
instead  of  doing  it  spasmodically.  That,  however, 
is  one  of  the  few  good  resolutions  I  have  made 
this  new  century,  and  I  must  ti-y  and  act  up  to  it. 
Thoughts  come  crowding  quickly  upon  each  other, 
and  I  find  myself  remembering  that  once  (perhaps 
my  earliest  angling  adventure),  whilst  endeavouring 
to  beguile  the  sticklebacks  from  a  pond  covered, 
or  nearly  so,  with  duck-weed,  I  made  too  close 
an  acquaintance  with  that  same  water  and  weed  by 
falling  in.  My  swim  was  selected,  as  I  thought, 
with  great  care,  for  a  huge  tree  had  been  struck  by 
lightning,  some  tune  prior  to  my  visit,  and  so  cast 
nearly  across  the  pond,  and  the  constant  lapping 
of  the  water  had  coated  it  with  a  thick  green 
slmie,  consequently  it  was  like  walking  a  gi-easy  pole 
to  get  to  my  swim.  I  well  remember  the  hiding 
I  got  for  this  adventui-e,  which,  of  course,  happened 
when  I  had  just  got  a  new  suit  of  clothes  on. 
Verb,  scip.  But  my  reflections  just  now  can 
scarcely  be  classed  as  angling,  although  they 
relate  entirely  to  fish-catching,  and,  I  ventvue  to 
hope,  may  be  read  with  interest  by  some.  Anyone 
who  has  voyaged,  by  a  sailing  ship,  through  the 
tropics  will  readily  admit  that  there  is  no  lack  of 
excitement  and  sport  attendmg  the  capture  of  the 
different  classes  of  fish  that  are  commonly  met 
with,  and  which  are  knovm  to  sailors  by  certain 
names  from  generation  to  generation.  Whether 
these  fish  are  rightly  named  is  matter  for  doubt ; 
but  there  it  is — they  are  so  called  by  the  ordinary 
fo'c'sle  hands,  and  that  is  ^  near  enough  for 
them. 

Many  are  the  jokea  the  old  hands  have  at  the 


expense  of  the  apprentice,  and  he  is  never  admitted 
into  all  the  intricate  sayings  and  doings  of  the  old 
'uns  until  the  line  is  crossed  and  he  has  gone 
through  his  baptism  of  water,  shaving,  etc.,  and 
has  been  duly  passed  by  Father  Neptune — a  custom 
which,  I  believe,  has  all  but  died  out  now.  But, 
heigh  ho !  where  am  I  wandering  ?  Why,  I  am 
across  the  equator  already.  The  first  few  days 
are  usually  spent  in  getting  everything  snug  and 
ship-shape  for  the  passage  out,  and  a  period  of  two 
or  three  weeks  generally  elapses  before  any  attention 
can  be  given  to  fishing,  but  as  soon  as  the  vessel 
runs  into  fine  weather  there  is  generally  some  one 
of  the  hands  on  the  look-out  for  fish.  If  the  moon 
•is  in  evidence  at  night  the  watch  on  deck  are  all 
ears  for  a  flapping  which  denotes  that  some  flying 
fish  have  come  on  board  ;  and  the  lucky  captor  of 
these  is  assured  of  a  good  breakfast — for  these  fish 
are  very  good  eating,  and  by  many  considered  great 
delicacies.  It  often  happens  that,  just  as  the  advent 
of  sprats  at  Deal  means  an  invasion  of  cod,  a 
shoal  of  flying  fish  is  a  sm-e  forerunner  of  shoals  of 
dolphin,  bonita,  etc.  Sharks  there  are  also,  I  have 
no  doubt,  but  these  are  seldom  or  never  seen, 
except  when  the  sea  is  almost  calm.  We  will 
suppose  we  have  rvm  into  a  shoal  of  fish ;  the 
methods  usually  adopted  for  their  capture  are  as 
follows  :  One  man  will  go  out  on  to  the  flying 
jibboom,  and  with  a  fairly  stout  hand-line,  to 
which  a  large-sized  cod  hook  has  been  secm-ely 
wliipped,  this  in  turn  being  wrapped  round  with  a 
good-sized  piece  of  white  rag,  a  portion  of  which  is 
left  dangling,  will  allow  it  to  di-ag  along  the  surface 
of  the  water ;  sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  attach 
a  small  bolt  or  nut  about  a  foot  or  so  above  the 
hook,  if  the  ship  is  travelling  more  than  three  or 
four  knots  an  hour.  The  fish,  if  any  are  about,  are 
always  aroimd  the  bows,  and  seem  by  their  antics 
to  have  but  one  desire — namely,  to  keep  just  ahead 
of  the  vessel's  stem  without  touching  it.  Directly 
they  notice  the  bait  you  will  see  a  dozen  or  more 
rush  for  it.  No  striking  is  required — they  hook 
themselves,  and  then  the  fun  begins.  If  it  is  a 
big  fish  of,  say,  121b.  to  201b.,  the  fisherman's 
strength  will  be  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  skulldrag 
the  fish  out,  and  as  soon  as  it  is  seen  he  is  hauling 
the  quarry  up  another  hand  goes  out  on  the  jib- 
boom  with  a  sack,  in  which  the  fish  is  put,  and  so 
brought  on  board.  Bright  metal  spoons,  and  some- 
times pieces  of  fat  salt  meat,  are  also  used  at  times, 
but  dolphin  and  bonita  seem  to  have  a  preference 
for  a  nice  white  rag. 

Another  method  of  secm-ing  porpoises,  dolphin, 
bonito,  and  albicore,  in  which,  in  these  days  of 
steamships,  very  few  travellers  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  participating  or  witnessing,  is  called 
"graining."  The  implement  used,  called  the 
"grains,"  has  usually  five  barbed  prongs,  three  in 
a  line  and  one  at  each  side  of  the  centre  prong  ; 
the  shaft  of  this  has  a  socket,  into  which  is  fixed  a 
stout  wooden  handle  about  5  feet  long,  the  upper 
end  of  which  is  heavily  loaded  with  lead.  A 
griunmet  or  becket  is  fastened  on  the  shaft  of  the 
gi-ains  and  another  on  the  wooden  handle,  and 
several  fathoms  of  ratline  line  is  used,  the  end 
being  passed  through  the  grummet  on  the  handle 
and  fastened  to  the  grummet  on  the  grains.  The 
whole  is  then  passed  round  the  bows  and  imder 
the  stays  to  the  striker,  who  takes  up  his  position 
on  the  martingale  stays,  and  with  his  arm  round 
the  mai-tingale  he  grasps  the  grains  "with  both 
hands,  ready  to  strike.  He  watches  his  oppor- 
tunity, and  when  he  thinks  a  fish  is  sufficiently 
near  the  surface  for  his  blow  to  take  effect  he  hurls 
the  implement  with  all  his  force  at  the  fish,  the 
line  being  meanwhile  made  fast  on  board.  Should 
the  blow  take  effect,  and  the  fish  be  an  ordinary- 
sized  one,  the  hands  on  deck  immediately  begin 
hauling  in,  and  finally,  if  all  goes  well,  he  is  hauled 
on  deck.  It  often  happens  when  a  large  porpoise 
or  other  fish  is  struck  that  the  grains  di-aw,  and  in 
the  event  of  this  happening  with  a  porpoise  it  is 
verj'  remarkable  what  a  number  of  porpoises  will 
immediately  swarm  round  their  wounded  comrade 
and  apparently  attack  him.  Some  say  the  other 
fish  tear  him  to  pieces,  but  personally  I  should  say 
this  is  uupossible  ;  but  most  sailors  say  it  is  to 
acquire  the  blood  of  the  wounded  fish.  But  what- 
ever the  cause,  there  is  always  a  great  commotion 
amongst  the  unwounded  ones.  Striliing  fish  with 
the  grains  requires  a  great  amount  of  skill  as  well 
as  a  quick  eye  and  hand,  and  if  the  vessel  is 
pitching  at  all  often  involves  the  operator  in,  a 
goodduckmg.  E,  F,  Goodwin, 

(To  he  continued.) 
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Reports  {to  ensure  insertio^i)  must  arrive  by  first 
st  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  'lliames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  Iiigh  water  at  London  bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (fi5  min.  for  Kew. 

40         „  Putney.  Arlill'''   >>     »  Kichmond. 

45    ,,     „   Hammersmith,  """jso  ,,  Twickenham. 

50   ,,     „   Barnes.  (85    „     „  Tediliiigtoii. 

EXAMPLK  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Iirlili;e,  it 
will  be  Ingh  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.li.— A  strong  wind  up  stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  BRrDCK. 

„  .     ,  ,  ,  ,.                        Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  0    4.30    4 

Sunday,  „  7    .5.17   S.M 

Monday,  „  8    e.  1    6.25 

Tuesday,  „  9    c.50    7  jo 

Wednesday,  ,,  10    7.45    g  16 

Thursday,  „  11    8.48   9]25 

I'liday,  ,,  12    10.  3    10.4U 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Geneeal  Remarks. — The  rain  has  con- 
siderably freshened  the  river,  and  in  consequence  fish 
have  been  feeding  much  better.  Very  fair  sport  has 
been  had  amongst  barbel,  bream  and  roach,  but 
the  latter  fish  are  still  very  slimy,  and  ap- 
parently most  of  the  fish  caught  are  under  Jib. 
The  bream  have  averaged  IJlb.,  and  several 
chub  have  been  caught,  principally  with  cherries  or 
strawberries.  At  Kingston,  on  Wednesday  (July  3),  I 
had  six  dozen  roach,  but  nothing  of  any  special  size. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  had  fifteen  barbel,  and  Mr.  B. 
Pope  had  bream  up  to  lib.  lOoz.  at  Surbiton  "  Sewer." 
Mr.  A.  Drinkwater  has  had  a  good  take  of  roach,  which 
he  returned.  At  Teddington  Mr.  T.  Denniford  has  had 
sport  amongst  the  chub.  On  July  7  and  8  the  Anchor 
Fishing  Society  hold  a  barbel  competition,  and  a 
similar  one  will  be  held  by  the  Kingston  Piscatorials 
on  July  14  and  15.  The  Thames,  although  freshened, 
is  not  coloured  by  the  rain. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

;         (Henley). — The  water  remains  very  clear  in 

spite  of  a  few  nice  showers  and  the  steady  rain  of 
Tuesday.  Not  much  fishing  has  been  done  on  account 
of  the  Regatta,  but  those  who  have  been  out  have 
done  fairly  well  all  things  considered.  Messrs.  W.  F. 
Goodwin  and  A.  E.  Hobbs  have  taken  a  munber  of 
chub  and  barbel,  also  a  few  nice  dace  and  small  perch  ; 
the  first-named  angler  succeeded  in  creeling  a  fine 
specimen  chub  of  51b.  9oz.,  which  has  been  sent  for 
preservation.  A  lady  fishing  at  Wargrave  has  taken  a 
chub  of  41b.  9oz.  which  I  am  preserving  for  her. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.)— The  river  in 

these  districts  has  been  in  fair  order  considering  the 
long  spell  of  dry  weather  we  have  had.  At  St.  John's 
Bridge  there  is  still  quite  a  good  head  of  water  on,  and 
some  capital  sport  has  been  had  with  roach,  chub,  and 
perch.  Mr.  Cambridge,  one  day  last  week,  grassed  a 
beautiful  trout,  61b.  in  weight,  near  Buscot ;  another 
gentleman  got  a  seventeen-inch  trout  on  a  Brown 
Alder. — Rambles. 

Ancholme  District. — About  one  inch  of  rain  fell 
on  June  30  and  July  1.  This  has  freshened  up  the 
waters  and  improved  the  fishing,  both  on  the  trout 
brooks  and  the  Ancholme.  I  had  the  privilege  of 
dining  upon  a  101b.  trout  on  Friday  (June  28).  It 
was  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  spotted  jacket,  no  one  could  have  told  it  from  a 
salmon. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach).  —  Since  last 
report  we  have  had  many  hours  of  quiet  rain,  some 
days  we  have  had  east  winds,  which  put  the  roach  off 
the  feed,  yet  baskets  have  been  had  in  good  summer 
condition  up  to  81b.,  largest  fish,  lib.  Perch  have 
been  giving  good  sport  up  to  fib.  each.  Silver  bream 
at  the  Locks  are  giving  good  sport.  Pro.spects  all 
round  good. — John  0.  Geoege,  Beeche-road,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire). — 

There  has  not  been  much  doing  of  late,  either  on  hotel 
or  private  waters,  but  here  and  there  a  nice  brace  or 
two  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Barker  brought  a  beautiful 
trout  of  2Jlb.  into  the  Bull,  at  Fairford,  got  on  the 
Brown  Alder.  A  lot  of  amber  Cowdung  flies  have 
been  on  the  water,  so  also  has  the  red  shorn  fly.  The 
weed  cutters  in  Fairford  Park  killed  some  fourteen 
brace  of  small  jack  between  the  bridges.  The  Fairford 
district -waters  are  in  nice  order,  so  also  are  those  in 
the  Bibury  district. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Famingham,  Sutton -at-Hone,  etc.) — 
The  rain  has  greatly  improved  the  state  of  the  water. 
I  got  a  brace  of  fair  trout  in  about  an  hour  the  other 
evening.  The  .Red  Quill  Gnat  and  the  Jenny  Spinner 
were  the  flies.  The  fish  are  now  in  splendid  condition 
and  jump  repeatedlv.  Prospects  are  fairly  good.  May 
Fly  quite  over.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  recent  rain 
has  had  the  effect  of  rising  the  water  three  inches, 
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which  has  moved  several  of  the  fish.  At  Buckfast- 
leigh  several  good  fish  have  been  caught  by  local 
anglers,  but  between  Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh  few 
fishermen  have  been  out.  A  few  peal  are  showing 
themselves,  and  the  "  run  "  is  being  anxiously  expected 
by  anglers.  The  best  flies  are  the  Midge  and  the 
small  Black  Palmer.  On  Friday  (June  28),  fishing  at 
Hempston  Lake,  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  creeled  a  fine 
peal,  whilst  on  the  same  day  in  the  Harbourne  Messrs. 
H.  T.  Distin,  Ackrell,  and  E.  Dishin  each  landed  a 
couple  of  brace.  On  Monday  (July  1),  fishing  at 
Hempston  Lake,  which  has  very  much  grown  over, 
Messrs.  Full  and  Ackrell  each  creeled  fair  baskets. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  was  successful  in  landing  two  fine 
trout  weighing  l^lb.  and  Jib.  respectively. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rain  of  late  has  been 
exceedingly  welcome,  and  has  done  much  good  in 
Devonshire  streams,  which  has  improved  matters  for 
anglers.  Prior  to  June  29  and  30,  when  the  rain  fell, 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  catch  trout  with  artificial 
fly,  as  the  fish  were  gorged  with  catapillars  blown  off 
the  trees.  In  the  Upper  Dart  flies  are  in  abundance, 
and  fish  are  numerous.  Last  week  a  Plymouth  gentle- 
man creeled  two  peal,  one  of  them  weighing  3Jlb.  In 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dart  a  salmon  was  caught  in 
a  curious  way  last  week  by  a  man  named  Bundle.  It 
appears  that  a  salmon  rose  close  to  his  boat,  but  he 
missed  it  at  first.  It  rose  again  just  afterwards,  and 
on  this  occasion  he  was  able  to  secure  it  and  bring  it 
ashore.  S  In  the  Greedy,  Culm,  Yeo,  and  Teign  anglers 
have  had  satisfactory  sport,  and  the  waters  have  fined 
down  very  much.  Last  week  several  good  catches  of 
fish  were  had  at  Blagdon  Lake,  whilst  on  the  Carey 
fair  sport  has  been  obtained. — Devonian. 

I!sk  (Whitby). — During  the  past  week  the  river 
has  been  low  and  clear,  and  has  almost  reached  a 
state  of  stagnation.  The  few  showers  have  had  little 
effect,  and  a  good  spate  will  be  required  before  we  can 
have  any  good  sport.  A  few  anglers  have  plied  the 
rod,  but  no  catches  have  been  effected. — J.  Jackson. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Angling  is  gradually  improving  on  these  waters. 
Weeds  are  still  the  great  bane  of  the  angler,  and 
although  a  good  many  places  are  available  through 
early  roding  the  water  is  too  low  and  clear  for  really 
good  sport.  The  only  fish  to  be  got  at  that  have 
recovered  from  spavming  are  bream,  and  of  these  fish 
there  are  not  so  many  as  there  are  of  the  favourite  roach. 
At  the  lower  end  of  the  Forty-foot,  however,  towards 
Hubbert's  Bridge,  some  shoals  have  been  noticed 
which  are  likely  to  prove  interesting  to  anglers.  Pro- 
bably these  will  not  stay  long,  but  move  on  to  deep 
water  with  muddy  or  clayey  bottom.  They  do  not 
like  water  filled  with  weeds.  Perch  are  also  to  be 
found  where  the  banks  are  pretty  clear.  The  rudd 
species  are  fast  recovering  from  their  spawning  efforts. 
—  Limpet. 

Grove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent). — This  river  has  been 
fishing  fairly  well  since  .the  opening  day.  Dr.  Isher- 
wood,  of  Ramsgate,  has  been  enjoying  good  sport 
amongst  the  roach.  Mr.  Homan,  of  Rochester,  four 
days'  excellent  sport ;  last  day,  grand  basket  of  roach 
and  rudd,  many  specimens.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abrahams, 
over  from  Deal,  had  some  capital  roach.  On  June  30 
quite  a  good  muster  of  London  anglers,  but  a  severe 
thunderstorm  made  things  uncomfortable.  Mr.  J. 
Wheelhouse,  Blackfriars,  had  a  pretty  basket  of  roach 
weighing  221b.  lOoz.,  his  two  previous  takes  being  211b. 
and  111b.  respectively,  other  London  anglers  having 
baskets  of  upwards  of  201b.  The  river  is  fishing  best 
at  the  Plucks  Gutter  end,  and  the  recent  exceptionally 
heavy  rains  have  done  much  to  freshen  the  upper 
reaches. — J.  Kirby. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Angling  does  not 
improve  very  fast  on  the  Idle,  but  it  is  stated  that  seldom 
have  bream  been  more  comeatable  than  at  the  present 
time.  Some  capital  samples  have  been  secured  from 
the  basin  in  the  canal  at  Clayworth.  Seldom  have 
such  good  specimens  been  seen  so  early  in  the  season. 
Maggots  appear  to  have  proved  the  best  bait,  and  many 
fish  of  21bs.  to  31bs.  and  over  have  been  Ijrought  to 
bank.  Roaching  in  this  locality  has  proved  tame, 
but  big  ruddy  specimens  of  this  class  give  promise  of 
good  sport  all  the  way  to  Wiseton.  Nottingham 
anglers  are  said  to  be  having  good  times  among  the 
chub  on  the  Trent  towards  Newark.  Many  have  come 
across  flounders  in  great  quantity.  Some  have  taken 
as  many  as  from  thirty  to  forty  fish  in  an  afternoon. 
Such  reports  as  these  are  drawing  anglers  to  this 
water  down  as  far  as  Torksey. — L. 

Itchen.  —  The  week  just  past  has  not  been  so 
good  as  the  previous  one,  when  some  nice  baskets 
were  made.  So  far  this  season,  the  best  day's  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  the  Ui^x^er  Itchen,  where  Mr.  A. 
Wynne  Corrie  had  thirteen  trout  weighing  131b.  12oz., 
and  Mr.  Stuart  Corrie  seven  fish  averaging  well  over 
IJlb.,  all  taken  on  a  small  Red  Quill  during  the 
evening  rise.  The  return  of  rainbow  trout  caught 
this  season  in  the  Itchen  totals  up  to  sixty-four  fish, 
ranging  in  size  from  fib.  to  2^1b.  these  trout  were 
two  and  three  year  olds,  turned  down  just  after  their 
spawning  season.  In  the  lakes  near  Alresford,  capital 
sport  has  lieeu  had  with  rainbows,  one  rod  taking  one 
hundred  and  fifty  fish  in  three  short  days'  angling. 


The  trout  turned  down  in  "the  upper  lake  (May,  1900), 
when  five  inch  yearlings,  are  now  handsome  thick 
fish,  averaging  fib. ;  they  fight  as  strongly  as  IJlb. 
brown  trout,  and  rise  freely  to  a  dry  fly.  In  the 
lower  lake,  which  was  stocked  with  two  and  three 
year  old  rainbows,  the  trout  rise  very  well  also,  and 
are  strong  enough  to  test  the  very  best  tackle. — 
E.  Valentine  Cokrie. 

I>ark  (Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  West  Row, 
Isleham,  Ickling'ham,  etc.).  —  Excellent  sport 
amongst  the  dace  has  been  obtained  fly  fishing  during 
the  last  week  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Lark 
stream.  Several  London  fly  fishermen  staying  at  the 
Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  expressed  themselves  highly 
pleased  not  only  with  the  river  and  the  amount  of 
good  fish,  dace  especially,  but  also  with  the  delightful 
coimtry  and  the  surroundings.  The  weeds  have  been 
cut  nearly  all  the  way  from  West  Row  to  Mildenhall, 
Barton  Mills,  Icklingham,  Lackford,  and  Flempton. 
A  very  curious  and  interesting  incident  occurred  as 
Mr.  William  Hewlett,  the  well-known  naturalist 
angler,  was  fishing  for  dace  on  June  27.  Two 
beautiful  kingfishers  came  along  and  perched 
on  his  rod  and  sat  and  plumed  their  feathers ;  they 
also  made  several  dives  into  the  water  and  caught 
some  little  fish,  and  returned  again  to  their  perch  on 
the  rod.  Mr.  Hewlett  describes  it  as  the  most  inte- 
resting and  amusing  incident  that  has  ever  occurred 
to  him  during  his  many  years  of  angling.  The  Bran- 
don river  is  in  good  order  now,  the  weeds  having  been 
cut  and  floated  away.  Plenty  of  bream  are  being 
caught  in  the  Ouse  near  Littleport,  and  at  Ely,  in  the 
Cam,  quantities  of  eels  have  been  taken.  Two  brace 
of  good  trout  were  taken  from  the  river  Lark  at  Isle- 
ham  last  week  with  the  dry  fly.  The  rain  on  Sunday 
night  and  all  day  Monday  has  considerably  improved 
the  streams  and  tributaries,  which  had  run  down  very 
low.  Some  fine  dace  were  taken  at  Barton  Mills  Lock 
on  July  1. — Raven. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Roach-fishing  opened  in 
the  Lea  on  Monday  (July  1),  but  up  to  the  present 
little  sport  is  reported  among  those  fish  either  on  the 
preserved  or  public  waters.  The  river  holds  a  great 
quantity  of  weeds  which  are  teeming  with  natural  fish 
food.  A  few  decent  roach  have  been  captured  at  Ware 
and  Hertford,  and  a  very  fine  specimen  of  21b.  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  taken  in  the  subscription  water 
at  Broxbourne.  A  bream  of  over  51b.  has  been  caught 
by  Mr.  Berry  in  the  weir-pool.  In  the  Hertford  dis- 
trict some  good-sized  dace  have  been  landed  with  the 
fly.  It  rained  for  several  hours  on  Tuesday,  and 
freshened  up  the  river  splendidly.  Roach  should  take 
"  cads  "  and  white  paste  best.  The  Stort  is  beginning 
to  fish  a  little  better  for  roach,  and  week-end  prospects 
are  encouraging,  especially  if  more  rain  falls.  Perch 
up  to  lib.  have  been  taken  in  the  Stort.  The  rains 
have  refreshed  the  Rib,  Beane,  Nimram,  and  Ash. 
Sport  has  been  very  quiet  among  the  trout  in  these 
streams. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridg^e  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  angling  results  from  these 
waters  for  the  past  week  have  turned  out  very  well. 
Three  separate  bags  of  3  stone  each  of  bream  have  been 
made,  and  others  of  2  stone  and  IJ  stone  are  reported. 
Anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  visit  the  river  in 
the  evening  can  see  that  the  waters  are  simply  alive 
with  bream,  as  they  are  priming  everywhere.  To 
many  anglers  also  the  fact  that  most  of  the  bags  have 
been  made  in  the  daytime  will  commend  itself,  as  so 
many  are  unable  to  spare  time  for  night  and  early 
morning  fishing. — Percy  W.  Gray. 

IiUgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear  at  a  nice  level  and  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with 
some  good  falls  of  rain  which  has  greatly  refreshed 
the  state  of  the  rivers,  and  also  improved  the  prospects 
for  sport.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have 
used  fly  and  minnow,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout 
have  been  landed. — Gwynne. 

Neue  (Peterborough). — Splendid  downfall  of  rain 
for  several  hours  has  made  a  great  improvement  in 
the  river,  and  effected  the  desired  change  that  anglers 
in  our  district  so  much  needed.  There  has  been 
better  sport  since  the  rain,  and  in  one  or  two  cases  on 
July  1  and  2  some  good  heavy  bream  and  roach  have 
been  caught. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — We  had  a  tre- 
mendous downpour  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  29th 
ultimo,  and  the  river  was  filled  up  bank-high.  All 
traces  of  the  flood,  however,  are  now  gone,  and,  at 
time  of  reporting,  Wednesday,  July  3,  the  river  is  in 
perfect  order  for  fishing.  Yesterday  in  the  forenoon 
there  was  a  nice  movement  of  fish,  and  some  sport 
was  had  with  Wickham's  Fancy  and  the  Red  Quill.  A 
sea-trout  weighing  41b.  was  taken  with  fly  a  short  time 
ago  on  Mr.  Rolle's  water,  near  Newton  Poppleford. — 
Heron. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water,  although  rather 
clear,  is  a  nice  height,  and  good  sport  still  continues 
to  be  had ;  particularly  is  this  the  case  vrith  bream 
and  roach.  On  June  30,  Mr.  Hammond  took  fourteen 
bream  and  about  four  stone  of  roach.  On  Monday, 
July  1,  Messrs.  White  and  Grant  had  good  sport  with 
bream,  the  largest  scaling  31b.  2oz.   The  following 


roach  have  been  weighed  in  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Huntingdon  Angling  Association:  —  1,  lib.  6Joz. ; 
1,  lib.  loz. ;  1,  lib.  loz.  Weather  inclined  to  be 
showery,  prospects  very  good,  and  I  consider  the 
water  just  now  to  be  well  worth  a  visit. — C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Sport  since  my  last  report  has 
been  fairly  good  at  times,  and  fish  of  all  sorts  have 
been  captured.  The  best  take  so  far  has,  however, 
fallen  to  Mr.  Ellingham,  who  during  the  few  days  he 
has  been  here  has  caught  a  large  number  of  bream. 
On  Monday  (July  1),  after  a  good  night's  rain,  he  had 
his  best  day,  when  his  six  largest  fish  averaged  31b. 
6Joz.  The  water  is  in  capital  condition  and  at  its 
proper  level. — W.  Nash. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  still  very  low,  and  the 
small  quantity  of  rain  that  we  have  had  has  been 
soaked  up  by  the  ground  and  not  found  its  way  into 
the  rivers  at  all.  Some  fine  peel  have  been  caught 
during  the  week,  and  a  nice  salmon  of  201b.  was 
rescued  from  an  otter  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Tavy. 
We  want  more  rain  before  we  can  expect  any  sport. — 
W.  Heabder. 

Severn,  I Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — In  this  neighbourhood  on  Monday  last  rain 
fell  continuously  throughout  the  day,  but  owing  to 
the  parched  state  of  the  land  nearly  the  whole  of  it 
was  at  once,  as  it  fell,  absorbed  by  the  soil,  so  that 
scarcely  any  of  it  reached  the  rivers,  which  are  again 
very  low  and  bright,  and  this,  together  with  the 
easterly  wind,  has  caused  sport  with  the  fly  to  be  of  a 
poor  description.  The  deep  pools  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  contain  numerous  pike,  chub,  and  other 
coarse  fish,  and  still  afford  good  sport  to  those  fond  of 
angling  for  such  fish,  and  eels  are  also  very  plentiful 
in  these  rivers,  and  are  well  "  on  the  run  "  at  present. 
But  very  few  trout  are  taken  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  water. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Not  much  has  been 
done  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  although  several 
anglers  have  been  out.  A  few  good  roach  have  been 
captured,  but  no  large  bags.  We  have  been  having 
some  heavy  showers,  which,  while  not  enough  to 
colour  the  water,  must  freshen  it  up  considerably. 
Not  much  is  done  among  the  bream  in  this  district 
until  the  middle  of  August. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — A  freshet  was  wanted  sadly,  and  a  freshet  we 
have  had.  Those  who  were  out  on  June  80  will 
remember  their  experience.  In  the  west  of  Sussex  the 
rain  came  down  in  torrents,  and  those  fishing  at 
Chichester  Canal  were  semi-drowned  ere  they  could 
reach  shelter.  All  waters  are  much  benefitted.  Float- 
ing weeds  and  dibris  have  been  carried  down,  and  now 
the  water  is  in  good  colour,  and  by  Saturday  (July  G) 
should  be  yielding  good  results.  News  from  the  Ouse 
and  Adur  has  not  yet  reached  me,  so  infer  there  is 
nothing  worth  notice.  At  Chichester  Canal  quantities 
of  small  fry  have  been  taken — roach,  perch,  and  tench 
— roach  up  to  8oz.  and  bream  of  l^lb.  Carp  are  feeding. 
Bass  up  to  8Jlb.  have  been  captured  with  soft  crab  in 
Chichester  Harbour,  and  a  few  good  mullet  from 
Littlehampton. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Since  the  recent  rains,  I  heard 
of  one  angler  doing  well  with  the  bass  in  the  tidal 
waters,  fish  up  to  51b.  and  71b.  I  saw  two  good  takes 
of  dace.  The  net  fishing  is  good,  and  fish  which  came 
into  the  waters  to  run  up  did  not  find  the  rivers  so 
full  as  to  be  able  to  run  away,  and  were  taken  on 
their  return  to  the  sea  with  the  tides. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  close,  and 
tempest  has  threatened.  On  the  night  of  June  30 
there  was  a  good  heavy  fall  of  rain,  which  has  greatly 
improved  the  river,  and  the  prospects  for  sport  and 
angling  have  been  brisk.  The  trout  and  grayling  have 
been  rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  good  sport  has  been 
had.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Yellow 
Sally,  Red  and  Brown  Spinners,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
White  Winged  Coachman,  and  moths  for  the  evening. 
S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  been 

greatly  improved  by  a  good  fall  of  rain,  which  has 
refreshed  the  river  and  improved  the  fishing.  Angling 
has  been  fairly  brisk,  the  fish  rising  well  at  the  fly  and 
some  good  trout  were  taken.  Grayling  are  rising,  but 
they  are  not  allowed  to  be  taken  as  yet  in  this  part. 
With  fine  weather,  sport  should  be  good  next  week. — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Heavy  rains  on  the  morning  of 
July  1  has  brought  about  a  slight  rise  of  water  in  the 
Trent,  preventing  barbel  fishing  for  a  few  days. 
Previously  chub  were  taken  with  the  fly  from  the 
shallows  of  the  Muskham  Fishery.  A  few  roach, 
bream,  and  eels  have  been  taken,  but  no  heavy  bags, 
though  better  sport  may  be  expected  with  the  change 
of  water.  Some  nice  tench  up  to  31b.  have  been 
taken  from  a  private  water  near  Newark. — Teent- 
sider. 

Witham,  etc.  (Uid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Fishermen  have  been  a  good  deal  disturbed  by  weed 
cutting.  They  are  mostly  cut  between  Bardney  and 
Southrey.  I  hear  a  rare  lot  of  small-sized  pike  have 
beentaken,  ten-and-a-half  brace  near  Bardney,  and  a  lot 
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of  tench  from  Kirkstead  and  Anton  Gowts.  Of  the  latter, 
many  run  to  over  31b.,  and  towards  the  Grand  Sluice 
were  some  capital  bream.  About  the  best  spots  are 
found  in  the  deep  water  about  Dogdyke  and  between 
Anton  Gowts  and  the  Grand  Sluice.  Large  shoals  of 
fish  are  reported  from  the  old  Barlings  Eiver  but  sport 
is  only  meagre. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  rain  has 
freshened  the  rivers  and  set  the  fish  on  the  feed. 
Some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  both  with  fly  and 
bottom  fishing.  I  hear  a  local  angler,  fishing  Mr. 
Bateman's  swim,  Matlock  Bridge,  took  with  maggots 
a  very  nice  trout,  its  weight  being  over  31b.,  Mr. 
W.  Dale  also  having  taken  several  good  trout,  the 
Eev.  —  Green  (a  visitor)  fishing  the  High  Tor  stream, 
Matlockdale,  having  obtained  several  brace  of  nice 
trout,  mostly  with  Ash  Dun.  Mr.  J.  Henstock  took 
several  with  what  is  called  a  "  Putty  Dun."  The 
prospect  appears  to  be  good. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
The  rainfalls  of  June  30  and  July  1  came  as  a  boon  and 
a  blessing  to  farmers  and  gardeners,  but  it  made  no 
perceptible  difference  to  our  rivers,  and  they  remain 
in  a  very  low  and  clear  condition.    The  "  up-stream 
worm  "fishermen  make  very  fair  dishes  of  trout  in 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  Yore,  and  in  the  lower 
stretches  a  few  pike  have  heen  caught  with  live  bait, 
one  of  14Jlb.,  by  Mr.  Britton,  in  the  deeps  below 
Middleham.    In  the  same  neighbourhood  Mr.  J.  E. 
Miller,  Mr.  C.  Bacon,  Mr.  C.  Robinson,  etc.,  have  had 
very  fair  trout  fishing.    In  the  Swale,  at  Topclifie, 
Mr.  Fred  Hammell  had  a  splendid  creel  the  other  day ; 
he  commenced  fishing  at  3  a.m.  and  by  8  a.m.  he  had 
171b.  of  grayling,  barbel,  etc.    He  knocked  ofi  for 
breakfast  and  recommenced  at  11  a.m.,  finished  at 
5  p.m.,  with  another  creel  of  mixed  fish  weighing 
181b.,  amongst  them  being  a  fine  trout  which  he  is 
having    cased,     weighing    31b.    loz.      Very  few 
anglers  have  not  enjoyed  good  sport  either  on  the 
Swale,  Bedale  Beck,  the  Wiske  or  the  Codbeck.  A 
few  panniers  of  grayling  have  been  taken  on  the  Swale 
with  the  fly,  Mr.  Wm.  Frank,  of  Northallerton,  showing 
some  very  nice  fish,  but  the  grayling  he  caught  hajre 
been  rather  small,  in  fact,  the  best  grayling  he  has 
landed  has  not  weighed  above  Jib.    Mr.  N.  Smithson 
has  also  had  fairly  good  sport,  while  other  Northaller- 
ton anglers  have  done  only  moderately.    In  fact,  in 
the  Swale,  but  particularly  in  the  Wiske,  there  will 
have  to  be  a  spate  of  rain  to  wash  away  the  green  scum 
which  has  accumulated  on  some  of  the  deep  pools  before 
anything  like  successful  angling  can  beaccomplished.  On 
June  29,  there  were  five  Stockton  anglers  on  the  River 
Swale  and  one  of  them  caught  about  91b.  of  coarse 
4sh,  including  chub,  dace,  barbel,  and  roach,  but 
with  the  exception  of  three  small  fish,  he  could  not 
touch  grayling.    Two  other  Stockton  anglers  were  out 
pike  fishing  on  June  29  and  30.    Messrs.  Butler  and 
Horsley  had  very  good  sport  indeed  by  fishing  with 
live  bait.    They  bagged  five  pike,  the  largest  of  which 
scaled  9^1b.  in  weight.    The  Swale  is  said  to  swarm 
with  pike  from  the  deep  water  at  Thumbleby  right 
down  to  Maunby,   and  unless  an  effort  is  made 
to  rid  the  stream  of  these  troublesome  pests  the 
sport  for  coarse  fish  in  the  autumn  will   be  very 
moderate.    A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Black 
Ox  water  at  Deeming,  but  sport  has  been  bad,  and 
only  moderate  up  the  Wharfe,  although  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall  there  has  been  one 
or  two  good  baskets  got  ranging  from  six  to  ten  brace, 
the  best  flies  being  Light  Watchet,  Knotted  Midge, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  Brown  Owl.    A  few  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  Ilkley  length,  and  on  the  private  water 
from  Otley  to  Pool  Bridge,  the  best  basket  being  one 
of  ten  fish.    At  Harewood  sport  amongst  the  eels  and 
pike  has  been  fair,  one  angler  securing  six  small  jack. 
A  few  nice  trout,  averaging  |lb.,  has  been  got  in  the 
Collmgham  length  with  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel 
flight.     At  Boston   Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  and  Tad- 
caster  several  baskets  of  fish,  ranging  from  61b. 
to  801b.,  have  been  had  during  the  week,  Mr.  Grim- 
shaw   and    friend    securing   about    261b.    of  fish, 
the  heaviest  fish  being  a  fine  barbel  weighing  6*lb! 
Mr.   Pickersgill  and  son  has  had  a  good  basket 
of  mixed  fish,  weighing  161b.,  including  some  fine 
barbel  and  a  chub  weighing  3ilb.— John  E.  Miller 
Northern  Anglers'   Depot,   19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 

—Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had  :  Misses  Adlard  and  Hewitt— 
—June  24  (26,  101b.);  25th  (42,  141b.);  26th  (141b.)- 
27th  (14,  51b.).  Messrs.  Scott  and  Smith  —  24th 
(241b.).    Dr.  and  Mrs.  Liman— 24th  (151b.).  Messrs. 


Selected  Horse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  60  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
nies,  28.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  linetted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected.  Is.  each  ;  6s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
lor  ^1  nvers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
13.  fid.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each  Fly 
dreaeiug  material  of  allklnds.-J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-itreet,  Leeds. 


Adlard  and  Hewitt— 25th  (18,  9Ib.) ;  26th  (10,  4Alb 
27th  (18,  81b.).  Messrs.  Lunan  and  Smith  — 25th 
(221b)  :  27th  (17,  81b.).  Mrs.  Lunan  and  Mr.  Scott— 
25th  (211b.);  26th  (191b.);  27th  (191b.);  29th  (121b.). 
Mr.  Hall— 25th  (27,  91b.)  ;  27th  (44,  ICJlb.) ;  28th  (20 
101b.).  Dr.  Lunan— 28th  (1,  21b.)  ;  29th  (lOilb  ' 
Mr.  Scott— 28th  (23,  91b.).  Mr.  Smith-28th  (10, 
51b.). — David  Munbo. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddel.— Cheering  news  comes 
from  these  Border  rivers,  and  Mr.  William  Douglas,  of 
the  Eskdale  Temperance  Plotel,  Langholm,  and  every- 
body with  angling  proclivities  "a'  doon  the  watter"  is 
in  high  glee.    A  number  of  salmon  have  been  rising  in 
the  Cauldron  Willow  and  other  favourite  pools.  The 
sea  trout  are  running  from  IJlb.  to  2Jlb.,  and  good 
catches  are  being  had;   but  sport  continues  slack 
in    the    Longtown    and    Metal    Bridge  stretches, 
the  several  rises  in  the  river  having  enabled  the 
fish  to  run  higher  up.     The  Liddel  is  affording 
good  sport,  especially  with  yellow  trout,  the  weights 
running  up  to  lib.,  and  one  angler  in  the  lower 
reaches  had  a  sea  trout  of  51b.     In  the  Canonbic 
water  Mr.  John  Wylie  and  Mr.  R.  Steel  had  each 
three  sea  trout.    Mr.  Little,  Byreburnfoot,  had  five 
sea  trout  in  the  same  water.    Mr.  D.  Murray  caught 
two,  and  Mr.  Brown,  Canonbie,  had  one  weighing  1  Jib. 
in  the  Long  Pool  with  fly.    Mr.  Graham,  Arthuret, 
had    three    sea  trout  in    Cauldron    Pool,  fishing 
from  the   English  side,   with   clear  water  worm, 
the  best  3 Jib.  Mr.  R.  H.  Monkhouse,  Longtown,  killed  a 
new  run  trout  below  the  Cauldron  Pool.  Mr.  P.  Storey 
creeled  five  sea  trout.  Mr.  F.  Morrison,  junr.,  had  six 
sea  trout  in  Langholm  Water  from  IJlb.  to  21b.  Messrs. 
A.  Thompson  and  Joe  Anderson  had  each  two  sea 
trout,  Mr.  Walter  F.  Scott,  Ashley  Bank,  had  two, 
Mr.  Thos.  Jameson  (gillie)  caught  one  of  31b.,  Sergeant 
Bell  had  two.    Mr.  Jas.  Reid  two,  Mr.  Scott,  Paisley 
two,    Mr.    G.    Elliot,    London,    creeled    five  sea 
trout  in  the  water  above  Langholm,  and  Messrs. 
C.    and    D.     Elliot     had     each    sea    trout  in 
the  Esk,  near  Langholm.    Fishing  in  the  Willow 
Pool,    Mr.     Majoribanks     landed    a    salmon  of 
161b.  with  fly.    Mr.  H.   O'Connell,  Milntown,  has 
been  very  successful  with  sea  trout  in  the  reserved 
water,  the  weights  averaging  31b.    Mr.  W.  Byers, 
Canonbie,  caught  five  sea  trout  in  Canonbie  Water  at 
a  fishing.    Messrs.  J.  Armstrong,  R.  Steel,  and  W. 
Edgar,  all  expert  anglers,  had  each  three  sea  trout  in 
the  mid-reaches.     Mr.  Brankenridge   caught  a  sea 
trout  in  the  Long  Pool,  and  Mr.  Roper  caught 
a  fine  sea  trout  with  fly  in  the  same  water.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Liddel,  Mr.  W.  Murray,  of  Rowanburn 
had  four  sea  trout ;  Mr.  James  Hill,  Canonbie,  three. 
Other  anglers  have  also  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout,  and  several  sea  trout  have  been  got  from  Kers- 
hopefoot  downwards.    The  water  is  in  good  fishing 
fettle,  and  about  the  end  of  next  week  whiting  may  be 
looked  for.    The  run  of  trout  is  the  best  for  ten  years. 
—  My  permanent  address  is  the  Kent  and  Surrey 
Temperance;  Hotel,  14,  Union  Street,  Borough,  Lon- 
don.    I  mention  this  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  wish  to  communicate  with—"  Gilnockie." 

["  Gilnockie  "  has  been  making  inquiries  about  the 
report  which  was  questioned  by  "Willow,"  and  his 
explanation  is  that  his  correspondent  sent  him  Mr 
Musgrave's  name  as  having  caught  a  fish  or  two  by 
inadvertence,  and  he  hopes  his  correspondent  will  be 
more  careful  in  future,  and  so  do  we. — Ed.] 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— No  rain  has  fallen  for 
some  time,  and  this  river  is  running  very  low.  Con 
sequently  angling  is  adversely  affected.  On  the 
Huntly  section  last  week  only  three  salmon  and  two 
grilse  were  killed.  The  baskets  of  trout  were  also 
small.  The  net  fishings  on  the  river  is  also  backward  ; 
the  water  is  too  shallow  for  fish  running  unless  the 
tide  is  flowing.  The  number  of  salmon,  grilse,  and 
trout  got  by  the  night  and  day  fishermen  for  the  week 
has  been  about  the  smallest  of  the  season.  On  the 
coast  good  hauls  of  grilse  are  getting  at  most  of  the 
stations ;  salmon  are  not  so  numerous.  Both  are  of 
excellent  quality,  the  former  averaging  41b.,  and  the 
latter  141b.  Prices  are :  Salmon,  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  and 
grilse,  Is.  2d.  per  lb.— H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel   (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had :  Colonel  and  Master  Wade— June  24 
(39,  ,81b.) ;  26th  (18,  61b.) ;  27th  (17,  81b.) ;  29th  (59, 
201b.).    Mr.  Thomas-24th  (20,  71b.) ;  26th  (1  ferox, 
^Vo.).    Mr.  Booth— 24th  (.30,  8ilb.) ;  27th  (6,  61b  ) 
Mr.  Frost-24th  (26,  81b.);  26th  (1,  lib.);  28th  (1  ferox 
41b.).    Professor  and  Mrs.  Purdie— 25th  (29,  13Alb 
Professor  Purdie— 26th  (1  salmon,  141b.).    Mr.  Hurst 
—25th  (14,  71b.)  ;  27th  (18,  81b.).    Colonel  Payler 
25th  (23,  91b.,  and  1  grilse,  41b.) ;  26th  (14,  61b.,  and 
1  ferox,  41b.).    Messrs.  Moncur  and  Warren— 25th 
(32,  101b.).     Mr.  Keeling— 26th  (10,  41b.);  27th  (1 
grilse,  21b.).    Mr.  Hawkins— 27th  (25,  81b.)  ;  28th  (19 
81b.) ;  29th  (8,  81b.).    Mr.  N.  Webb— 28th  (on  trout 
rod,  1  salmon,  141b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Lairgr  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg-,  N.B.).- Since  last 
reported,  sport  has  been  very  good.  On  June  22,  two 
baskets  of  fourteen  trout  and  two  of  thirteen  were 
made  on  Lochs  Beannooh  and  Shin.  The  heaviest 
basket  of  the  day  was  by  Mr.  Dupins  on  Shinness  Bay, 


lOJlb.  On  Juno  24,  Mr.  Budd,  on  Loch  Bcannocli, 
nineteen  trout,  9^1b. ;  Mr.  Dupins,  fifteen,  11  Jib.;  Mr. 
Rus.sell,  on  Loch  Shin,  fifteen,  5,Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Con- 
nacliar,  sixteen,  ^Vo.  On  June  25,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woodward  had  nine  trout,  SJlb.,  besides  a  ferox  of 
2Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Russell  and  Captain  Roopc  twenty-two 
trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Dupins,  thirteen,  averaging  close  on 
llb.  each;  Mr.  F.  T.  Woodward,  fourteen,  6Alb.  ;  Mr. 
Connachar,  fourteen,  6|lb.  On  Juno  20  the  heaviest 
basket  was  by  Mr.  Clarke  on  Loch  Shin,  1}  dozen, 
lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Connachar  got  eleven,  4Jlb.,  besides  a 
ferox  of  4Jlb.  ;  other  baskets  ranged  up  to  U  dozen. 
On  June  27  and  28  equally  good  sport  was  obtained, 
but  full  details  cannot  be  given.  On  June  29  eight 
anglers  were  out,  including  Miss  Barclay,  who  made  a 
nice  basket  on  Loch  Shin  ;  the  best  baskets  of  the 
day  were  fourteen  trout,  lOlb. ;  fifteen,  101b. ;  eighteen, 
8 Jib.  On  July  1,  Mr.  Clark,  six,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Connachar, 
thirteen,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  Woodward,  eight,  4jlb.  On 
July  2,  Mr.  Connachar,  ten,  6Alb.  Weather  too 
bright. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — No  rain  has  fallen  since 
last  report,  and  little  or  nothing  is  being  done  here  in 
the  way  of  sport.  On  Monday  (July  1)  only  one  boat 
was  out  for  a  few  hours,  while  competing  clubs  have 
averaged  about  lib.  of  fish  per  rod.  Rain  is  greatly 
needed,  and  no  improvement  can  be  looked  for  until 
we  have  several  days  of  copious  rain,  as  the  water  is 
too  clear.  The  best  prize  basket  of  the  week  was  got 
by  Mr.  Walker,  of  the  Edinburgh  Breadalbane  Club, 
who  had  six  trout,  weighing  51b.  The  most  successful 
private  angler  was  Mr.  Cargey,  Edinburgh,  with 
twenty-one  trout,  161b.  Mr.  Dunsmure,  Callander, 
and  Mr.  Nisbet  had  fifteen  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Cleghorn, 
Dundee,  ten  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Dunsmore  and 
Mr.  Nicol,  Perth,  ten  trout,  111b.;  all  the  other 
anglers  out  had  smaller  catches.  The  number  of 
trout  captured  last  month  was  3556,  which  weighed 
26101b.  This  shows  a  catch  of  only  half  the  number 
taken  in  June  last  year,  and  is  the  lowest  capture  for 
five  years.  The  average  weight  however  shows  an 
improvement  on  the  corresponding  month  of  the  two 
previous  seasons. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers).— Pishing  Loch  Mhor  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  June  25,  Messrs.  McKenzie  and 
Gillies  had  a  basket  of  twenty-five  trout,  111b.  On 
June  26,  Mr.  Smith  killed  one  salmon,  121b.,  on  Loch 
Ness.  On  June  27,  Mr.  King,  six  trout,  41b.,  on  Loch 
Mhor. — S.  TiLSTON. 

Loch  Rnthven.— On  June  24,  Mr.  L.  D.  Muir  had 
thirty-five  trout,  14pb. ;  Mr.  J.  Byres-Leake,  sixteen, 
71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  forty,  161b.  On  June  25, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  fifty-two,  201b. ;  Mr.  J.  Byres- 
Leake,  nine,  6Jlb.  ;  Captain  Hall  Maxwell,  twenty, 
91b.  On  June  26,  Mr.  J.  Bj^res-Leake,  thirty,  151b. 
one  weighing  21b.) ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  forty- 
eight,  181b;  Captain  Hall  Maxwell,  twenty,  81b.— 
J.  Graham^  Co. , 

Melvich  (Sutherlandshire).  —  The  following 
catches  of  trout  have  been  had  :  On'  June  19,  Messrs. 
Payne,  66,  241b. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  36,  141b. ;  Mr.  ]\Iorri- 
son,  36,  161b.  June  20,  Mr.  Anderson,  7,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Payne,  37,  151b.  June  21,  Mr.  Anderson,  20,  71b.; 
Colonel  Dixon,  7,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Payne,  07,  291b. 
June  22,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Williams,  27,  121b.  ; 
Messrs.  Payne,  65,  281b.  June  24,  Mr.  Kirkbride, 
1  grilse,  71b. ;  Mr.  Lloyd  Edwards,  1  trout,  2alb. ;  IMiss 
Tottenham  and  Mrs.  Edwards,  22,  81b. ;  Captain  Hope 
and  Mr.  Tottenham,  30,  lljlb.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  G8, 
251b.  Jure  25,  Mr.  Anderson  and  Miss  Taylor,  17, 
81b. ;  Messrs.  Brown  and  Williams,  48,  221b.  ;  Mr. 
Lloyd  Edwards  and  friend,  33,  221b.  June  26,  Mrs. 
Anderson,  4,  41b. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  11,  61b.;  Mr.  Begg, 
12,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  12,  5Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Edwards  and 
Miss  Tottenham,  22,  131b.  ;  Sir.  Anderson,  26,  141b. 
June  27,  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Miss  Tottenham,  68,  221b. ; 
Mr.  Edwards,  23,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  39,  lljlb. ; 
Mrs.  Anderson,  30,  14Jlb. ;  jMr.  Begg,  33,  161b.  ; 
Mr.  Mitchell,  3,  31b. ;  Mr.  Kirkbride,  2,  21b.  ;  Messrs. 
Williams  and  Brown  (two  days),  272,  911b.  June  28, 
Mr.  Kirkbride,  28,  121b. ;  Mr.  Begg,  40,  151b.  ;  Mr. 
Anderson,  8,  91b.  June  29,  Mr.  Anderson,  12,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Kirkbride,  21,  111b. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  5,  31b.  July  1, 
Mr.  Kirkbride,  1,  ^\h. ;  Mr.  Mitchell,  13,  101b. ;  Mr. 
Gillan,  8,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  5,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Bro-wn, 
7,  61b.— A.  M. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thxirso,  N.B.).— On  June 
24  Mr.  Burnell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  fishing  beat  No.  2, 
landed  three  salmon,  heaviest  18Jlb ;  on  June  25  Mr. 
Wintrope,  Syr  Lodge,  got  a  17-pouiider,  a  regular 
beauty  covered  with  sea-lice.  Mr.  Johnston,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  had  one  on  the  private  water.  On  June  23 
Mr.  Johnston  got  two  salmon  on  boats  2  and  3.  On 
June  27  Mr.  Blain,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one  on  No.  2; 
and  on  June  28  Mr.  Broadbee,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No. 
3.  Weather  bright  and  dry  and  river  low,  but  nth 
plentiful  in  the  pools. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Amongst  the  anglers  out  during  the  past  week  were 
Messrs.  Cockayne,  Gibbs,  Stewart,  Adams,  INlacBeau, 
Finlayson,  and  others.  A  full  account  of  daily  baskets 
cannot  be  given  here  for  want  of  space,  but  some 
went  up  to  IGlb.  trout,  and  a  number  of  them  caught 
weighed  21b.    Weather  unfavourable. — B. 
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Soutli  of  Scotland.— The  Border  riversjare  running 
low  and  clear,  and  if  no  rain  falls  by  next  week  the 
streams  will  be  dead  low.    Day  fishing  will  probably 
be  at  a  standstill  nest  week,  especially  with  the  fly. 
The  clear  water  worm  has  not  been  so  successful  so 
far,  though  it  is  reported  that  the  worm  fished  at 
night  has  given  some  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  higher  waters  of  the  Annan.    The  herling  which 
ascend  the  Solway  rivers  in  July  are  not  making 
any  show  up  to  this  date.    As  a  rule  they  are 
not  plentiful  till    after  July  20.     In  the  lower 
Annan  on  Tuesday  night  (July  2)  Mr.  David  London, 
]un.,    caught     one    herling    and    one    sea  trout 
with  fly.    Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  a  nice  sea  trout  with 
small  fly  on  IMonday  forenoon  below  Annan  bridge, 
and  other  rods  have  had  odd  trout.    In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  a  number  of  fine  sea  trout  have  been 
caught.    Mr.  Paisley-Dironis,  keeper,  had  eleven  sea 
trout  last  week,  one  half  being  caught  with  the  clear 
water  worm  and  the  others  with  fly.    The  Hoddom 
Castle  water  has  not  been  fishing  so  well,  and  oiily 
odd  sea  trout  are  being  taken  at  night.    In  the  Din- 
woodie  portion  a  goodly  number  of  sea  trout  are 
in  the  pools  there.    Mr.  P.  Thorburn  caught  one 
sea  trout  and  a  basket  of  151b.  of  yellow  trout  on 
Thursday  night  (June  27).     In  Sir  Eobert  Jardine's 
stretch  at  Castlemilk  several  sea-trout  have  been 
taken  with  the  evening  fly.    The  upper  reaches  of  the 
Nith  are  very  low  and  clear.    Day  fishing  is  at  a  com- 
plete standstill  in  the  Sanquhar  waters,  and  not  much 
is  doing  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  section  at  present.  AH 
the  Galloway  rivers  stand  in  need  of  a  flood  again 
and  it  is  feared  that  there  will  be  no  sport  until  a  spate 
comes.   A  few  visitors  have  been  out  on  the  Ayrshire 
lochs,  but  the  bright  character  of  the  weather  and 
prevailing  east  winds  have  been  against  heavy  catches 
Nothing  is  doing  on  the  rivers  this  week.    In  the 
Solway  the  netsmen  have  been  doing  pretty  well  this 
week  among  sea  trout,  and  grilse  are  beginning  to  show 
more  freely  at  some  of  the  fisheries. — Hbatheebell, 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  was  in  good  form 
last  week,  and  on  most  of  the  reaches  good  spart  was 
enjoyed.  On  the  Tulchan  waters  the  efforts  of  the 
angler  are  being  rewarded  with  splendid  results.  Mr. 
McCorquodale  will  take  another  week  of  them  yet  in 
consequence.  On  the  Crowdale  water,  a  few  miles 
further  up,  Mr.  Calderwood,  H.M.I,  of  Fisheries  for 
Scotland,  along  with  Mr.  Gumming,  gamekeeper.  Castle 
Grant,  fished  all  afternoon  on  this  day  week  without 
getting  a  fish. — J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  extreme  heat  has  caused  the  rivers  to  fall  very 
quickly,  and  are  almost  again  at  summer  level.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  fairly  successful,  one  or  two  good 
takes  being  got  in  the  early  morning  with  the  worm 
On  the  Teviot,  on  June  27,  Mr.  W.  Mercer  had  91b., 
and  on  June  29,  71b.,  including  two  large  grayling 
On  July  1,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Stewart  had  S.Jlb 
Mr.  J.  Cant,  4|lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Steel,  sen.,  111b. ;  and  Mr. 
W.  Currie,  51b.    On  July  2,  Mr.  J.  Wilson  had  31b. 
with  fly  in  the  evening,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Brown,  51b.  On 
Floors  upper  water  Mr.  Piatt,  Newark-on-Trent,  has 
had  one  or  two  nice  dishes  of  trout  during  last  week 
The  Hownam  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  com 
petition  on  June  29,  on  the  tributaries  of  Tweed  and 
Teviot  which  run  through  the  Cheviot  Hills,  with  the 
following  results  : — Heaviest  basket,  W.  Little,  Hind 
hope  Burn,  111b.  ^oz. ;  second,  Jas.  Cuthbert,  Kelso 
cleugh  Burn,  101b.  2oz. ;  third,  J.  Pender,  Kale,  81b 
6oz. ;  fourth,  Jas.  Mitchell,  Yett  Burn,  71b.  6oz. 
fifth,  John  Paterson,  Arks  Burn,  51b.  5oz.  Heaviest 
dozen,  S.  Moscrip,  Kale,  31b.  6oz. ;  heaviest  half-dozen, 
John  Currie,  lib.  12oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Jas.  Hoy,  7oz 
— Maxwheel. 

Tongue  Hotel.— On  June  24,  Mr.  Freeman,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  nine  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Broadbent  and 
Mr.  Blain,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty-four  trout,  61b. 
Mr.  Brown,  on  Kinloch  River,  one  grilse,  2Jlb.  On 
June  25,  Mr.  Broadbent,  on  the  Kyle,  eight  trout, 
lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Freeman,  on  Loch  Crocach,  twelve  trout, 
61b.  On  June  26,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden,  on  Loch-na- 
hacon,  ten  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Broadbent,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  fourteen  trout,  6|lb. ;  JMr.  Freeman,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  one  salmon,  91b."  On  June  27,  Mr.  Freeman, 
on  the  Kyle,  eight  trout,  6^1b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden, 
on  the  Kyle,  four  trout,  4^1b.  On  June  28,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holden,  on  the  Kyle,  two  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Free- 
man, on  Loch  Loyal,  six  trout,  3ib.  On  June  29, 
Mr.  Freeman,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten  trout,  4|lb. — M 
MacInnes. 

Waver  and  Wampool  of  Solway.— Sport  con- 
tinues to  be  fairly  good.  The  bustard  fly  has  given 
the  best  sport  after  dark,  and  the  clear  water  worm 
the  most  successful  lure  during  the  daytime.  Mr. 
Timperon  caught  eighteen  trout  with  the  maggot  and 
fly.  Mr.  Isaac  Allen  had  thirty-two  with  worm,  and 
a  score  on  another  day.  Moderate  catches  were  had 
on  Saturday  in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Wampool. 
Rain  is  again  wanted  to  freshen  up  the  streams. — H, 


IRISH  REPORTS. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literatui'e  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstOD 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  is  falling  low  and  clear.  Black  Fly  fishing  is 
now  well  on,  and  on  the  Ardtrea  sections  some  fair 
takes  have  been  made  by  dappers.  Below  Coagh  some 
salmon  have  been  noted. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann. — This  river  is  now  cleared  after  the  flood, 
and  salmon  have  taken  up  their  temporary  resting- 
places  in  all  the  reaches,  where  many  of  them  will 
remain  till  the  time  arrives  for  them  to  ascend 
the  tributaries  for  spawning  purposes.  The  tempera- 
ture of  the  water  is  very  low  for  the  early  part  of 
July,  and  salmon  would  certainly  rise  well  to  the  fly 
had  the  shrimp  not  been  so  much  used  on  the  lower 
reaches,  where  all  the  fish  that  are  now  in  the  river 
had  to  remain  for  many  weeks  before  they  reached 
the  higher  sections.  It  is  a  long  time  before  salmon 
will  rise  to  the  fly  after  they  have  seen  a  shrimp  in 
fresh  water.  On  the  Caronroe  reach  there  were 
twenty-five  salmon  and  grilse  taken  for  the  week, 
largest,  191b. ;  and  on  the  Kilrea  section  three  grilse. 
One  salmon  of  141b.  was  taken  at  Portglenone. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge,  oo.  Antrim). — Angling, 
which  was  very  dull  at  this  station,  is  improving. 
The  water  is  in  fair  order.  In  the  past  week  Colonel 
Bruce,  Captain  Kent,  Srd  Dragoon  Guards,  Captain 
Chichester  and  otliers  had  fair  trouting.  Salmon  now 
occupy  all  parts  of  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  Although  many  city 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Dams  in  the  past  week,  few 
really  good  takes  were  made.  The  best  fish  of  the 
week  was  one  4Jlb.,  killed  on  Woodburn.  It  measured 
only  twenty  inches  in  length,  and  was  very  squat  in 
build.  The  Crumlin  is  low.  Mr.  Robert  M'Cord 
killed  a  couple  of  baskets  of  brown  trout  last  week. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tjrrone).- The  spate  of  last 
week  improved  trouting  a  little,  and  also  brought  up 
a  number  of  salmon  from  Lough  Noagh. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  maintained  and  is 
showing  much  improvement  at  time  of  writing,  especi- 
ally on  the  larger  rivers.  The  Cork  rivers  are  once 
more  coming  into  prominence  especially  as  regards 
salmon  angling.  Fly  fishing  has  been  the  most 
successful  method  of  capture.  Trouting  good  in  the 
Bandon,  Skibbereen,  and  Fermoy  districts.— T.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  number 
of  salmon  captured  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week 
ynQre  :— July  1,  Mr.  J.  Stone,  two,  161b.  and  61b.  July  2, 
Mr.  D.  E.  Glynn,  two  of  71b.  and  61b.,  and  one  of  81b. 
Captain  Cliff  landed  two  on  July  1  and  2  (one  weighing 
241b.) ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  two,  191b.  and  141b. ;  Sir  H.  B. 
Robertson,  eleven,  from  181b.  to  61b.  (Omitted  in  last 
report:  Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  landed  several  salmon 
weighing  from  211b.  to  61b.),  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson 
landed  two  of  101b.  and  71b.  on  July  1  and  2.  Mr.  T. 
Oakshott  landed  three  of  161b.,  81b.,  and  61b.— M. 
RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— The  weather  being  more  favour- 
able, sport  has  shown  much  improvement  throughout 
the  county,  especially  in  the  W aterville  district  where 
salmon,  peal  and  sea  trout  are  numerous  and  arriving 
freely.  In  the  Listowel  district,  large  shoals  of  salmon 
and  peal  have  lately  pushed  up,  but  sport  has  not  been 
up  to  anticipation  except  on  the  Feale  where  fair  takes 
were  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry) 
Sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  sea,  and  brown  trout  on 
Lough  Currane,  and  two  salmon  have  been  had  by 
Dr.  Coloquon,  141b.  and  111b.,  and  one  by  Captain 
Young,  9Jlb.  The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
much  improved,  as  heavy  rain  has  fallen,  and  the 
weather  is  cloudy,  with  light  breezes  occasionally. 
Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  coming  up  in  good 
numbers  still,  and  it  is  now  quite  within  the  bounds 
of  probability  that  the  season  here  from  July  15  to 
Oct.  15  (end  of  season),  will  prove  to  be  a  record  one. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Mask.— During  the  past  week  I  have 
obtained  good  sport  for  gentlemen  staying  at  my 
place,  Kilbride  Lodge.  The  best  brace  of  trout  taken 
in  one  day  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Scholefield,  and 
weighed  4|lb.  and  7^1b.— Pat  Summebville. 

Lough  Melvin. — Fishing  generally  has  been  good, 
and  some  fine  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  and  brown 
trout  were  again  taken  on  the  lake  during  the  past 
week,  mostly  late  in  the  evenings.  Mr.  J.  Marks 
landed  a  fine  trout  (salmo  ferox)  of  6Jlb.,  on  June  29, 
and  Mr.  C.  Sharpe  landed  two  of  2ilb.  and  31b. 
(trolling)  on  July  1.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  as  far  as  la,kes 
are  concerned  are  much  about  the  average,  and  prices 
the  same.  Trout  netting  is  distinctly  failing,  and  the 
best  of  the  season  is  over. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Brown  trout  anglers  had  good  takes  last  week,  but  the 
fish  as  usual  were  small,  few  reaching  more  than  Jib. 
in  weight.— T.  J.  D.  .     ^  ^ 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— bport 
generally  is  dull.  The  71b.  fish  referred  to  in  last 
report  iwas  killed  in  Lough  Mourne,  not  the  river 
Mourne. — J.  A.  B. 


Moy  (Ballina). — Water  in  good  order  with  south 
winds  and  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools.  Mr.  Scroop  got 
one  of  61b.  on  Monday  (July  1)  and  lost  one,  and  there 
were  several  got  on  the  lower  reaches  on  June  30  with 
the  local  anglers ;  white  trout  fishing  is  getting  good, 
Mr.  Brown  getting  some  nice  baskets  at  the  Gulls. — 
John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — All  the  pools  swarm  with  grilse  and  sea 
trout,  but  are  not  taking  the  fly  owing  to  the  thunder 
clouds  about.  Mr.  C.  Browne  had  three  grilse,  171b. ; 
Capt.  Bloss  Lynch,  one  salmon,  101b.,  two  grilse,  91b. ; 
Captain  Rawstorne,  7th  Hussars,  two  grilse,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Scroop,  two  grilse,  12Jlb. ;  Mr.  H.  Gray,  four 
grilse,  211b.  Sea  trout  fishing  on  the  river  was  very 
good  during  the  week,  the  best  bag  being  twenty-two, 
16Jlb.,  got  by  Mr.  C.  Hall.  Sport  on  Lough  Conn  and 
Cullen  very  fair. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport 
has  not  been  very  good  the  last  few  days  in  conse- 
quence of  bright  skies  and  keen  north  winds.  The 
largest  pike  taken  in  Lough  Derg  this  week  weighed 
281b.  The  captor  was  Michael  Lewis,  who,  on  the  same 
day,  got  two  others  of  111b.  and  71b.  August,  September, 
and  October  are  good  months  for  the  lake  fishing. — 
S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— As  expected  the  rain 
fall  has  made  an  improvement  in  the  fishing,  and  we 
have  every  hope  that  sport  will  now  be  better  for 
some  time  to  come.  On  Doonass  Mr.  H.  H.  Hodges 
killed  June  26th,  two  peal,  3|lb.,  41b. ;  27th,  two  peal, . 
•31b.,  41b. ;  2Sth,  two  peal,  2Jlb.,  51b. ;  29th,  one  peal, 
41b. ;  July  1,  six  peal,  31b.,  41b.,  4Jlb.,  51b.,  51b.,  5|lb. ; 
2nd,  three  peal,  3^1b.,  4Jlb,  4^1b.  On  Newgarden  Mr. 
Astley  Creswick  killed  26th,  six  peal,  31b.,  3Jlb.,  41b., 
51b.,  51b.,  8ilb. ;  27th,  two  peal,  31b.,  5Jlb.  ;  28th,  five 
peal,  41b.,  ^lh.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b. ;  29th,  five  peal,  41b., 
41b.,  41b.,  41b.,  4|lb.  On  the  same  fishery  Mr.  G.  W. 
Fleming  killed  July  1,  seven  peal,  21b.,  2Jlb.,  41b.,  41b., 
51b.,  61b.,  71b. ;  2nd,  eight  peal,  31b.,  41b.,  41b.,  41b., 
4.yb.,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.  On  Prospect  Mr.  J.  V.  Phelps, 
one  peal.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed 
2fith,  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On  this  fishery  also  Mr.  John 
Enright  killed  28th,  three  peal,  3Jlb.,  41b.,  5|lb. ;  29th, 
one  peal,  41b.  On  Hermitage  also  Mr.  J.  Henderson 
killed  July  2,  one  peal,  .SJlb.  On  Woodlands  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  27th,  one  peal,  71b. ;  Mr.  G.  W. 
Fleming  killed  29th,  three  peal,  31b.,  3Jlb.,  61b. ;  Mr. 
F.  Capel  Cure,  July  2,  one  salmon,  171b.,  and  three 
peal,  3lb.,  51b.,  71b.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mrs.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  27th,  one  peal,  31b. ;  29th,  one  peal, 
5Jlb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  fair  at  sea  trout  and  good  at  brown  trout. 
Gentlemen  out  from  the  Bay  Hotel,  fishing  with  Tim 
McCarthy,  Steve  Huggard,  and  M.  Healy,  had  good 
mixed  baskets  on  several  days. — T.  J.  D. 


SWISS  REPORTS. 
Veytaux  (June  30).— With  the  close  of  this  month, 
and  but  one  or  two  very  hot  and  very  slightly  success- 
ful days,  my  reports  on  angling  within  reach  of  this 
part  of  Switzerland  will  probably  end  for  the  present. 
Nearly  everyone  else  who  fishes  has  now  departed  to 
cooler  quarters,  and  this  reporter  hopes  shortly  to  wet 
his  line  in  Scotland.  The  heat  seems  to  have 
demoralised  the  fish,  or  induced  them  to  go  up  higher  ; 
none  of  the  larger  ones  met  with  recently  showed 
themselves  yesterday.  It  was  a  pte  day,  bringing  out 
several  native  anglers.  A  freshet  had  dirtied  the 
water,  but  it  became  clear  enough  for  flies  by  twelve 
o'clock,  with  at  times  nice  cloudy  moments.  Both 
natural  minnows  and  various  flies  were  tried,  the 
natives  using  worms,  yet  only  one  trout  near  half  a 
pound  was  heard  of  being  taken.— Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Crouch  (Burnham).— The  sea  anglers  have  only 
been  catching  eels,  and  there  are  plenty  of  that  class 
of  fish  in  the  river  now.  Last  Monday  week  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Carter  and  self  went  out  with  Teddy  Bird  for  a 
few  hours'  trawling.  Our  catch  consisted  of  soles, 
slips,  flounders  and  skate.  Weight  of  fish,  when 
cleaned,  241b.;  the  largest  sole  weighed  lib.  4oz.  A 
few  small  whiting  have  come  into  the  river,  but  they 
are  too  small  to  be  of  use  for  food.— J .  Weight. 

Dingle.— Sport  is  now  good  at  pollack,  gurnard, 
whiting  and  bass,  the  best  sport  being  generally  had 
within  the  headlands  in  deep  water.  Bass,  though 
numerous,  give  no  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Fowey  (Cornwall).— Boat  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  with  pollack  and  bream  during  the  past  week 
—pollack  up  to  a  catch  of  twenty,  and  up  to  141b.  a 
single  fish,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours'  fishing.— H. 

Plymouth.— Amateur  fishing  is  just  the  same  as 
last  week.  The  little  thunder  clouds  that  we  had 
have  helped  to  clear  the  air.  In  this  month  hake  get 
plentiful,  and  they  are  drawn  towards  the  shore  as 
the  pilchards  arrive,  and  they  increase  m  numbers  as 
the  season  goes  on.  We  have  been  catching  larger 
quantities  of  hake  lately,  but  the  trawlers  have  to  go 
further  afield.    Skate  are  now  getting  in  their  prime, 
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and  all  rays  gradually  improve  in  quality  towards  the 
autumn.  The  pilchard  fishery  very  often  commences 
in  Cornwall  in  this  month. — W.  Heaedee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — We  have  again  been  favoured  with 
strong  winds,  which  have  made  fishing  impossible  on 
several  days.  A  few  good  eels  have  been  taken  in  both 
the  harbour  and  basin  ;  also  some  largo  flounders.  In 
the  bay,  dabs,  plaice,  and  weavers  have  been  fairly 
plentiful.  Visitors  would  do  well  to  remember  that 
Grove  Ferry  is  within  a  shilling  return  fare  of  Rams- 
gate, where  the  roach  are  good  and  plentiful,  and  also 
other  coarse  fish. — Gbby  Mullett. 

Valentia. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  here  at 
all  fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  time  of  year. 
Pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting  especially  took  well, 
and  on  Monday  four  anglers  had  204  fish  (principally 
g\u-nard,  whiting,  and  pollack)  in  about  five  hours. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Waterville. — Though  the  weather  has  not  been 
quite  the  best  for  sea  angling,  fine  sport  has  been  had 
at  and  around  this  station  with  pollack,  gurnard, 
whiting,  and  bream.  Bass  are  numerous,  but  have 
not  been  angled  for,  and  mullet  have  afforded  some 
sport.  -T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^i-c(urc5. 

July  7. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Paddock  Wood. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Wraysbury. 
Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Harlesden  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
Oglander  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Outing  to  Sawbridgeworth. 
Stepney  :  Match  at  Paddock  Wood. 
Stockwell  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
United  Brothers  :  Outing. 
Wellington :  Match  at  Guildford. 
July  8. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Finance  committee  meeting. 

Lincoln :  Benefit  concert. 
July  10. 

Croydon :  Annual  dinner. 

Hastings  :  Competition  at  Buckshole. 
July  11. 

St.  Ives  :  Match  with  New  Albions. 

West  London  :  Presentation  to  Mr.  Cos. 


July  14. — Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Langley. 

„  14.— Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Yalding. 

„  14.— Brompton  :  Outing  to  Boxmoor. 

„  14. — Camden  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  14. — Clifton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  14. — Dalston  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 

„  14. — Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  14. — Liverpool  City  :  Match. 

„  14. — Original  Alexandra  :  Dinner. 

„  17. — Hastings  :  Competition  at  Pevensey  Haven. 

,,  17. — Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  20,  21.— Elgin  :  Outing. 

,,  21. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

„  21.— C.  and  D.  V.  List :  Match  at  Woking. 

„  21.— Cobden  :  Match  at  Slough. 

,,  21. — David  Pithouse  free  competition. 

„  21. — Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  21.— South  London  United  Visiting  List :  Outing 

to  Yalding. 

,,  25. — New  Albions  :  Sea  Fish  Outing. 

,,  27.— Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

„  28. — AUason  United  ;  Cup  competition. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


There  was  quite  a  strong  muster  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  July  3,  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd 
presiding.  The  ordinary  business  having  been  tran- 
sacted, Mr.  Attwood  reported  that  he  had  been  to 
Thatcham,  and  had  seen  the  proprietor  of  the  fishery 
and  others,  and,  having  been  assured  that  the  squire 
never  gives  permission  to  anyone  to  fish  within  the 
club's  boundaries,  had  made  arrangements  to  prosecute 
any  person  fishing  the  club  water,  not  being  a  member 
of  this  society.  He  advised  all  members  not  having 
the  new  permit  for  the  now  water  to  apply  to  the 
secretary  at  5,  Alexandra  Villas,  Finsbury-park,  N., 
for  one  at  once,  as  no  member  can  fish  the  Thatcham 
Fishery  without  it.  The  following  members  have 
weighed  in  fish  at  the  club  house  : — Mr.  J.  Gehrling, 
one  jack,  81b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  dace,  51b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  F.  Berry,  one'specimen  bream,  51b.  lloz.  Messrs. 
H.  Dunn,  J.  Potter,  and  W.  T.  Attwood  reported  having 
been  out  but  met  with  very  poor  sport.  A  letter  was 
read  from  Messrs.  Westrup  and  Scholefield  giving  some 
interesting  details  of  their  fishing  holiday  in  Ireland, 
and  two  trout  were  weighed  in  the  club  house  from 
these  members — 61b.  lOoz.  and  41b.  2oz.  After  the 
tisual  toasts,  the  meeting  closed  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair. 

Sec.  pro  tc7n. 


IReports  from  Clubs- 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  committee 
will  meet  at  8  p.m.,  and  general  committee  at  8.45,  on 
Monday  next,  July  8. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — At  the  meeting 
of  the  Committee  on  Friday,  June  28,  £4  and  two 
letters  for  the  Convalescent  Home  and  the  usual 
pocket  money  was  granted.  The  trustees  are  requested 
to  attend  on  July  12 — most  important.  I  shall  have 
the  tickets  ready  in  a  few  days. — S.  Malby,  9,  Canter- 
bury-road, Islington,  N. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— We  had-  a  good  attendance  on 
Monday  (July  1)  ;  made  new  working  member 
(Mr.  Shurman),  and  made  match  for  July  14  at  Swan 
and  Bottle  Pound,  Uxbridge  ;  same  conditions  as  the 
Langley.  Hope  members  will  again  turn  up  on 
Monday. — C.  M.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-Hill-gate. 
— We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  on  July  3,  and 
business  got  through  of  the  usual  character.  At  the 
Norris  Benefit  Competition  at  Langley  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation's water  on  June  30,  I  am  pleased  to  record 
eleven  names  of  the  above  who  secured  prizes,  namely : 
—Mr.  H.  Slack,  3rd;  Mr.  R.  Harris,  7th;  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  11th:  Mr.  W.  Spicer,  21st;  Mr.  C.  Turner, 
24th ;  Mr.  Z.  Wheeler,  25th ;  Mr.  Pennell,  29th  ;  Mr. 
Marchant,  36th ;  Mr.  Prouten,  39th ;  Mr.  W.  Leslie, 
43rd  ;  Mr.  F.  Wright,  45th.  Mr.  Harris  out  on  July  2 
in  the  tidal  portion  of  Thames,  had  some  capital 
bream,  etc. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship  Square.— Had  a  good  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  July  3,  when  business  of  importance  was 
transacted.  Several  good  shows  of  fish  were  weighed 
in  on  June  30  by  Messrs.  Harris,  Clapham,  Soan, 
Reeves,  Moir,  and  Haynes. — G.  Haytstes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  (July  3) 
Mr.  C.  Watkins  occupied  the  chair.  Tickets  were 
received  for  the  first  match  on  the  South  London 
Visiting  List,  which  takes  place  at  Yalding  on  July  21 ; 
tickets,  6d.  each.  Will  members  please  attend  meeting 
Wednesday  next  (July  10)  to  arrange  outing  and  other 
business,  etc. — C.  T.  A. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  Our  match  at 
Yalding,  on  June  30,  was  a  great  success,  twenty-seven 
members  taking  part  in  it.  The  result  was  as  follows  : 
Mr.  J.  W.  Hall,  first ;  Mr.  A.  Addison,  second  ;  Mr.  S. 
Aplin,  third;  Mr.  C.  Ireland,  fourth.  Mr.  G.  S. 
Ireland  also  weighed  in  the  final  for  the  Silver  Cup, 
presented  by  Mr.  W.  Tucker,  between  Mr.  G.  Hemens 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall.  Result  in  favour  of  the  latter. 
We  fish  a  match  at  Yalding  on  July  14  ;  same  condi- 
tions as  last  match. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — We  have  already  got  together  a 
very  good  prize-list  for  the  ensuing  season  and  still 
more  to  come  ;  Mr.  Fred  Richardson  has  been  elected 
a  working  member.  We  have  an  outing  in  July  for 
three  good  prizes — date  later.  Some  members  were 
out  on  June  30,  but  met  with  poor  sport. — Boachpole. 

Bermondsby  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  poor  show 
of  fish  in  our  prize  outing.  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  1st, 
roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Dodsen,  senr.,  2nd,  perch  and 


roach ;  Mr.  Dodsen,  junr.,  3rd,  roach  and  bream.  I 
hope  all  members  will  turn  up  next  week  to  take 
tickets  for  the  South  London  Competition.— C.  G. 

Pigoott. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — We  had  a  good 
show  of  fish  on  June  30  ;  the  following  weighed  in  : — 
Messrs.  J.  Martin,  W.  Strocton,  and  A.  Woodhcad, 
bream  and  roach.  Will  members  please  note  sub- 
scriptions should  be  paid  before  first  outing ;  particulars 
of  same  can  be  seen  on  notice-board  at  club. — A.  W. 

WOODIIEAD. 

Blackfriaus  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-stroet.  —  Will  members  please  note  wc 
decide  place  for  July  outing  on  Wednesday  next. 
]\Ir.  J.  Smith,  late  Bermondsey  Brothers,  was  made  a 
working  member,  also  Mr.  Dormer.  On  June  30, 
Mr.  J.  Wheelhousc  had  a  grand  take  of  roach,  also 
Mr.  W.  Stone,  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach  lib.  7^z. 
Mr.  Merrygold,  roach  and  bream. — Wheklhouse. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — July  10  will 
be  quarterly  night,  when  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend.  On  July  3,  Mr.  J.  Pailes  weighed  in  roach 
and  dace. — T.  Pateenostee. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn- 
wall-road, Westbourne  Park. — Owing  to  the  unavoid- 
able absence  of  the  secretary,  for  which  he  is  very 
sorry,  no  meeting  took  place  last  week,  but  he  trusts 
that  all  members  will  show  up  in  full  force  next 
Monday.— J.  W.  Mobgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — At  last  meeting  the  prize  committee  elected 
to  arrange  prizes  for  the  coming  season  gave  in  their 
report  and  recommendations,  which  were  accepted. 
Our  first  outing  will  be  on  July  21,  for  eight  prizes; 
further  particulars  next  week.  On  Juno  30,  the 
following  weighed  in :  Messrs.  R.  Anderson,  P.  Loft, 
G.  Webb,  J.  Baines,  J.  Styman,  C.  Wickes,  and 
W.  Argent.  Mr.  J.  L.  French  and  Mr.  C.  M.  Brown 
have  been  made  honorary  mernbers. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — We  had  another  fair  show  on 
June  30,  Mr.  Parker  having  roach  from  the  Thames, 
one  of  lib.  12^oz. ;  Mr.  Maun,  barbel,  roach  and  dace ; 
Galloway,  roach  from  the  Colne  (largest  lib.  23oz.) ; 
Fuller,  S.  Dykes,  Gill,  and  Marshall  also  having  roach 
and  dace.  Our  first  outing  takes  place  on  July  14  to 
Bourn  End,  starting  by  the  last  train  on  Saturday 
night. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Members 
fished  their  second  day's  outing  at  Woking  on  June  30, 
when  the  following  were  successful: — First,  Mr.  J. 
Thorne  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Willgoss  ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Jones ; 
fourth,  Mr.  C.  Ball.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
to  arrange  locale  of  another  match  on  Wednesday  next. 
On  June  3  Mr.  C.  J.  Clark  weighed  in  dace,  including 
one  specimen  fish. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  June  prizes  were 
cleared  on  June  30,  when  Mr.  Gisbourne  took  the 
second  prize  with  31b.  14Joz.  of  roach  and  dace,  one 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 


SEA  -  sii>e:. 


TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  AND  FRIDAY  TO 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS. 

To  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer' 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  FeUxstowe,  Aldeburgh,  South- 
wold,  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trains  from 
London  (Liverpool  Street),  also  from  G.  E.  Suburban 
Stations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street.  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sca  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEA-SIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  AND  BACK,  2s.  6(1.  daily 
by  Through  Fast  Trains  from  Liverpool  Street  and 
Fenchurch  Street.  Cheap  Through  Tickets  are  also 
issued  at  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metro- 
politan District  Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  AND  HARWICH  AND 
BACK,  4s.  3d.  from  Liverpool  Street,  on  Simdays  at 
9.15  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  7.35  a.m.,  calling  at 
Stratford  at  9.25  and  7.45  a.m.  respectively. 

BROXBOUBNE  AND  RYE  HOUSE,  1/9  daily 
from  Liverpool  Street,  &c.,  and  on  Week-days  only 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  1/0  daily  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  &c. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  SOPEBINTEKDEOT, 
.Liverpool  Street  Station,  E.G. 
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specimcu  roach,  lib.  8Joz.  Mr.  Woodward  third  with 
some  nice  chub.  Also  weighed  in,  Messrs.  Gilling  and 
Stanley.  On  Tuesday  (July  2),  Mr.  Chevers  came  in 
with  a  fine  show  of  bream.  Our  outing  on  July  7  is 
arranged  for  Paddock  Wood.  Jack  barred.  I5rake 
starts  from  Plough,  Clapham,  at  6  o'clock  a.m. — P. 
Bishop. 

Clapton  Fly  Fishees'  and  Geneeal  Angling 
Society,  the  Three  Sisters,  Clapton. — A  general 
meeting  was  held  on  June  28,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bennett  in  the 
chair.  Messrs.  J.  A.  Bennett,  A.  J.  Pasmore,  and  H. 
Knolle  oSered  prizes  for  the  best  chub,  dace,  and 
bream  respectively  caught  during  the  season. — W.  J. 
Pasmobe. 

Clebkenwell  and  Disteict  United  Visiting 
List. — The  competition  in  connection  with  the  above 
will  take  place  on  July  21  at  Woking  Broadmead. 
Tickets  will  be  sent  to  every  club  on  the  list  in  a  few 
days. — F.  Castell. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  .Station), 
S.E. — No  members  having  weighed  in  a  specimen 
roach  on  June  30,  our  match  for  same  will  take  place 
on  July  14. — E.  C.  Addison. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — On  June  30  only  three  prizes  were  taken  a  t 
Boxmoor  :  10th,  Mr.  A.  Duncan  ;  11th,  Mr.  T.  Collins  ; 
12th,  Mr.  W.  Dunn.  There  are  still  seven  prizes  left. 
Same  conditions  and  place  in  the  Norris  competition 
at  Langley.  Mr.  Edgar  Morris  won  sixteenth  prize, 
Mr.  C.  Scrafield  thirty-ninth,  and  Mr.  W.  Walker 
fortieth  prize.  Mr.  J.  Dunn  had  some  good  roach 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  P.  Scrafield,  bream,  one 
weighing  31b.  8oz.  Mr.  E.  Haddock,  a  good  show 
of  bream  and  roach.  Our  next  outing  is  at  Slough, 
three  top  'Pounds,  roving,  two  rods.  July  21, 
go  by  midnight  train  or  any  train  on  the  morning, 
register  names  on  arrival.  Register  fish  not  later  than 
8.15  p.m.,  and  return  from  Slough  by  8.58  train. — 
A.  S.  H. 

CoLEBBOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.— On  June  30,  Mr.  W.  A. 
George,  at  Amberley,  had  fair  success  with  bream, . 
dace,  and  roach.  Messrs.  A.  Clayton  and  F.  W. 
Johnson,  from  the  Bm-e  at  Alton,  with  C.  W.  Kemp, 
had  a  good  take  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace  (best  bream 
31b.).  Mr.  G.  Johnson  and  friend,  at  Byfieet  on  June 
28,  had  perch. — F.  W.  Johnson. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  last 
(July  3)  the  delegates  gave  a  very  interesting  report 
from  the  Central  Association.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  three  prize  outings,  dates  to  be  fixed  later  ; 
also  that  prize  lists  be  printed.  The  following  were 
winners  in  the  outing  to  Staines  on  June  30 :  Sir.  F. 
Ross,  first ;  J.  T.  White,  second ;  W.  Camis,  third ; 
and  H.  Sheekey,  fourth.  H.  Lovett  and  R.  S. 
Christmas  also  weighed  in. — J.  White. 

Co  VENT  Gaeden  Piscatoeial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  June  30  last,  Mr.  Cutbush 
weighed  in  161b.  Goz.  of  bream,  61b.  IJoz.  of  chub, 
one  roach,  lib.  2oz.,  also  rudd  and  perch.  INIessrs. 
Hopping,  Eycott  and  James  Massey  weighed  in 
bream,  roach  and  perch.  On  Tuesday  (July  2),  Mr. 
Ive  weighed  in  one  perch,  lib.  9oz.  The  last-named 
hooked  and  landed  a  barbel  three  times,  once  last 
Friday,  and  twice  on  Tuesday. — W.  M. 

Ceown  and  Buobxand  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  June  30  the  following 
weighed  in :  Messrs.  Sherwood,  131b.  of  bream ; 
Haines,  bream  and  roach ;  Macdonald,  bream  and 
roach;  Walker,  roach ;  and  Anderson,  perch  and  roach. 
• — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  June  30,  Messrs.  Swain, 
A.  Wild,  and  F.  Wild  had  some  nice  roach,  bream, 
and  dace.  On  Tuesday  (July  2)  our  return  visit  took 
place,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  clubs  not  on  the  list 
would  have  been  a  failure.  Nine  clubs  were  repre- 
sented— the  North  London,  Albion  Brothers,  Serapis, 
Wenlock,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Good  Intent,  Original 
Clerkenwell  Piscatorials,  and  the  Hoursfield  Otters,  to 
whom  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  attendance. 
The  meeting,  though  small,  was  most  enjoyable.  Some 
excellent  songs  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Stretch, 
Pocock,  F.  Wild,  H.  Gaffee,  Willan,  S.  Cole,  F. 
Newton,  Smith,  and  others.  Our  first  outing  takes 
place  at  Wateringbury  on  July  14. — S.  Malby. 

Eaelsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— Outing  on  July  7  to  the  The  Fleet, 
Wraysbury,  to  fish  for  three  prizes,  presented  by 
Mr.  W.  C.  Milestone.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction 
8.47.    Return  from  Wraysbury  8.55. — E.  H.  Lane. 

Golden  Babbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  June  30, 
Messrs.  Ellins,  Crow,  Verity,  and  Moral  weighed  in. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain  weighed  in  some  nice 
roach,  largest  lib.  2Joz.  Being  quarterly  night  Mr. 
Moral  was  re-elected  chairman,  Mr.  G.  Crow  and  Mr. 
Henrie  auditors. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Gbeat  Noethebn  Bbothees  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
On  June  30,  Messrs.  C.  Watling,  J.  A.  Fitch,  C. 
Randall,  T,  Worth,  J.  Cirist,  and  T.  Chappin  weighed 


in  some  good  rudd,  tench,  and  perch,  Mr.  Chappin 
having  a  specimen  weighing  21b.  This  will  be  pre- 
served and  added  to  our  numerous  collection.  On 
Monday  evening  two  new  members  were  elected,  one 
of  them  on  election  increasing  his  contribution  to  our 
prize  fund  to  three  guineas.  Mr.  J.  Grist  ably  filled 
the  chair.  On  July  7  we  have  a  special  outing  to 
Amberley  for  a  numlDer  of  prizes. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Haecouet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish 
on  June  30.  We  fish  a  match  at  Langley  on  July  21, 
from  Langley  Bridge  to  Veitche's  Pound,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  the  members  compete. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — We  fish  a  match  in  Nursery  Pound 
at  Langley  on  July  7  for  four  prizes,  two  rods  allowed  : 
not  less  than  8oz.  of  fish  to  take  a  prize.  First  train 
down  ;  cease  fishing  at  7  p.m. — E.  S.  C. 

Heabts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Mr.  A.  C.  Fish  had  a 
very  fine  show  of  fish  on  June  30,  weighing  in  bream, 
51b.,  and  tench,  61b.  3Joz. — W.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

Hoxton  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  June  30  a  blank.  On 
July  2  a  fair  meeting.  It  was  proposed  that  we  go  for 
an  outing,  so,  brother  members,  do  not  forget  that 
Tuesday  (July  9)  is  general  meeting  night,  and  the 
roll-call  takes  place  at  9.15;  any  member  not  answering 
to  his  name,  the  fine  will  be  enforced.  Some  very 
important  business,  which  will  affect  every  member  of 
the  club.  Agenda,  rules,  balance-sheet,  and  prize 
outing. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  June  30 :  Messrs.  Granfield,  Croker,  Burwash, 
Brookman,  Wood,  Blyth,  and  E.  Challis  (one  of  the 
successful  competitors  in  the  competition  at  Langley). 
The  delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Central,  which 
was  duly  received.  A  special  general  meeting  is 
called  for  Tuesday  next,  9.30  sharp. — J.  H.  Hebbeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling,  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B. — The 
three  special  prizes  offered  for  competition  on  June  30 
were  not  taken ;  they  will  be  fished  for  again  on 
July  21,  on  the  Medway.  Competitors  may  fish  at 
Yalding  or  Wateringbury.  The  annual  dinners  will 
take  place  on  July  14  and  17  ;  those  members  who 
intend  being  present  kindly  send  in  their  names  as 
early  as  possible. — H.  B. 

JuNiOE  Piscatoeial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross  Road,  S.E. — Mr.  Tom  Carter  weighed  in 
barbel,  71b.  13oz. ;  one  bream,  21b.  Joz. ;  and  some  chub ; 
Sid  James  weighing  a  nice  take  of  barbel,  121b.  9oz., 
the  finest  going  41b.  At  our  competition  on  July  7, 
expect  a  good  muster  of  old  and  new  members. — 
W.  Fbeeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  June  30  the 
following  weighed  fish  :  Mr.  Thompson,  151b.  3^oz., 
rudd;  Mr. Sturman, 31b.  12Joz., roach;  Messrs. Richard- 
son, Cook,  Ulton,  Chivors,  and  Hawkins,  roach.  On 
Monday  next  a  smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  the 
above,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  H.  Killick.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  a  good  muster  on  this  occasion. — W.  Watling. 

LivEBPOOL  City  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row.— Members  are  reminded 
that  -a  match  takes  place  July  14  at  Rosset,  further 
arrangements  for  which  will  be  made  next  meeting 
night.  A  fine  tench  weighing  nearly  31b.  has  been 
caught  in  the  Meols  Lake  by  Mr.  Pethergill.  The 
following  members  were  selected  to  represent  the  club 
at  the  Worsley  Competition :  Messrs.  G.  and  T. 
Attwood,  T.  C.  Segar  (hon.  secretary),  R.  Williams 
and  S.  Wainwright.  The  third  quarter's  stamps  are 
now  to  hand,  and  we  shall  shortly  be  in  possession  of 
printed  maps  of  the  Association's  waters  in  Cheshire. 
— Roach  Pole. 

Noeth-East  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  June  30 
we  had  another  very  nice  show  of  fish  and  the  follow- 
ing members  weighed  in  : — Messrs.  Hart,  W.  Davis, 
S.  Polykett,  H.  Collins,  C.  Lamb,  jun..  Mills,  E. 
Lamb,  and  W.  Smith. — G.  Tayloe. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  June  23,  the 
only  member  to  weigh  in  was  Mr.  Boarman.  On 
June  30  Mr.  Wells  weighed  in  barbel ;  Mr.  Hellicar, 
dace.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but  did  not 
arrive  in  town  till  10  o'clock,  so  that  they  were  too 
late  to  weigh  in,  they  having  some  very  good  roach.— H. 
Steetch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Bast  Dulwich.— On  June  30  Mr.  W. 
Moylor  had  31b.  5Joz.  of  bream  from  the  Medway.  On 
Tuesday  (July  2)  we  elected  two  new  working  members 
— Messrs.  J.  Still  and  A.  Kidd.  There  are  two  prizes 
left;  which  will  be  fished  for  again  at  Yalding,  con- 
ditions as  before. — H.  W.  Moegan. 

Obiginal  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. —  On 
June  30  Messrs.  G.  Barrs  and  J.  Davis  weighed  in 
roach.  We  go  out  on  July  7  for  a  batch  of  special 
prizes — Harlow  Bridge  to  Sawbridgeworth  Bridge, 
roaming ;  show  fish  on  Harlow  Bridge  at  8. .30.  Train 


leaves  Harlow  9.18.  Since  last  season  we  have  elected 
seven  now  members,  which  is  very  satisfactory  ;  also 
we  now  have  a  balance  of  10s.  3d.  per  head  in  hand. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  our  late  respective  secretary, 
Mr.  B.  Brockett,  has  been  very  ill,  but  is  now  im- 
proving.— Geoegb. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — On  June  23  Mr.  Hammond  had 
a  few  bream ;  on  the  27th  Mr.  Norman  a  roach  lib.  7oz. ; 
on  the  30th  Mr.  Taylor  bream.  Our  brake  outing  is 
to  Shepperton  on  July  21,  starting  7.45  ;  three  prizes. 
List  for  booking  seats  closes  July  14. — R.C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  June  30,  Messrs.  W.  Payne, 
C.  Strayton,  and  F.  Coates  weighed  in,  the  latter 
showing  a  specimen  roach  from  Langley,  the  same 
winning  the  gold  centre  medal  in  the  competition. 
On  July  2,  Messrs.  E.  Malton  and  G.  Huggins  read 
the  auditor's  report  and  confirmed  statements,  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  present. — F.  Cook. 

Royal  Geoegb  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  June  30,  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Pope,  Longland,  Spielmann,  and 
Holder.  On  Wednesday  we  were  well  attended  and 
added  !wo  more  prizes  to  our  list. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Sueeey  Angling  Society,  the  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster-bridge-road. — On  June 
30  Messrs.  Hulbert  and  Wright  had  a  grand  take  of 
carp,  rudd,  and  tench,  Mr.  Wright  also  having  a  fine 
specimen  Prussian  carp.  Mr.  F.  A.  Ireland  also 
swelled  out  trays  with  a  fine  take  of  bream. — F.  H.  I. 

South  London  Anglees  United  Visiting  List. 
— The  first  annual  match  will  take  place  at  Yalding 
on  July  21.  Tickets  have  been  sent  to  all  societies 
enrolled,  and,  if  not  sufficient,  will  secretaries  kindly 
drop  a  post-card  stating  number  required  ?  Delegates 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Friday  (July  19)  at  the 
Mason's  Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  at  8.30,  to 
receive  reports,  etc.,  and  make  final  arrangements  re 
prize  list,  etc.  Will  secretaries  kindly  send  annual 
subscription,  and  also  number  of  tickets  sold  for  the 
match  by  their  delegates? — A.  G.  Smith.,  Hon.  Sec, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  June  30. 
Messrs.  Jewson,  Johnson,  H.  Smith,  F.  firindrod  had 
good  trays  of  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  Jolly,  a  fine 
show  of  tench  and  bream ;  Messrs.  Stothart,  Ruston 
and  Chamberlain,  bream ;  C.  Bolding,  bream  and 
roach.  Several  members  went  to  Huntingdon,  but 
had  poor  takes,  Mr.  George  Chamberlain,  one  of  the 
number,  being  worried  with  small  jack,  landing  no 
less  than  six  out  of  one  swim.  Our  next  match  will  be 
at  Paddock  Wood,  July  7 ;  members  leave  London 
Saturday  evening. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — On  June 
30,  Mr.  Jenkins  was  top-weight  with  a  fine  show  of 
roach  (161b.  2oz.),  Messrs.  E.  Barker,  Phillips,  Ansty, 
J.  J.  Macey,  W.  Eyke,  T.  Lucas,  and  D.  Adams 
coming  next.  In  our  match  at  Yalding  we  go  down 
by  ordinary  train,  which  leaves  Waterloo  Junction  at 
6.57  and  London  Bridge  at  7.13.  Cease  fishing  at  6.30. 
Tow-path  only,  one  rod,  and  jack  and  gudgeon  barred. 
Boundary  from  Wateringbury  Bridge  to  Peckham 
Lock.  Members  can  fish  the  match  by  paying 
entrance  fee  on  the  morning. — A.  P. 

Steatpoed  Angling  Society,  the  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  had  a 
nice  show  on  June  30  of  bream,  roach,  dace  and  chub, 
by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Sandiland,  .Smith,  P.  Drake, 
and  Payne.  An  outing  for  prizes  will  take  place  on 
July  21,  at  Hatfield  Peverel ;  conditions  to  be  decided 
on  July  16. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — On  July  9  we  have  a  special 
meeting  to  elect  a  secretary,  and  others ;  important 
business  to  be  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Stonebridge. — 
G.  E.  Sack. 

Victoeia  Beothbbs  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.  —  On  our 
last  meeting  night  we  made  three  new  working  mem- 
bers. Will  all  members  kindly  attend  to  name  a  place 
for  our  outing,  which  has  been  arranged  for  July  28, 
when  there  will  be  some  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for. — 
F.  Lindsey. 

Waggonees'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish  on 
our  trays  on  June  30.  Mr.  Allan  carp  and  tench,  Mr. 
Berts  bream  and  roach,  Mr.  Clegg  dace,  Mr.  Glasseve 
roach.  We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  2nd.  Members 
please  notice  the  arrangements  for  our  next  match  on 
Tuesday  next  the  9th  important. — H.C. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Will  members 
kindly  note  alteration  of  place  and  time  of  outing  to 
take  place  at  Yalding  on  July  20  and  21,  to  start  from 
Railway  Hotel  at  eight  o'clock  Saturday  evening,  and 
meet  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  following  evening.  Two 
rods,  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules,  from 
bank  only.  On  June  30,  Mr.  A.  Glass  weighed  in  a 
nice  show  of  tench  and  rudd  (over  301b.) ;  nine  specimen 
tench,  three  being  sent  for  preservation  ;  Mr.  A.  Dun- 
gate,  one  barbel,  51b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Crisp,  chub,  perch. 
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A  Beautiful  Fine  Art  Worii  placed  within  reach  of  every  reader  of  the 

Fishing  Gazette.'' 


it 


JUST   COMMENCED,    IN    FORTNIGHTLY    PARTS,    price  7d.  net, 

THE  RWItRS  OF  GRt^■\  ^RHMU 

Descriptive,  Historical,  Pictorial. 

Beautifully  Illustrated  from  Original   Drawings  by  Eminent  Artists,  and   by  A  SERIES  OF  EXQUISITE 

REMBRANDT   PHOTOGRAVURE  PLATES 

specially  prepared  for  this  Edition. 
I>ART   I.   NOW   ON   SAlI^iC:.  I>rice   Ta.  net. 


A  Unique  Fine  Art  Work. 

"  The  Rivers  of  Great  Britain  "  is  a  work  which  occupies  an  entirely  unique  position.  It  describes  in  a  comprehensive  and  popular 
manner  the  Rivers  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  contains  a  profusion  of  beautiful  illustrations. 

A  Really  Cheap  Edition. 

The  edition  of  this  great  work  announced  above  is  an  exceedingly  cheap  one— cheap  only  in  price,  for  it  will  be  beautifully  printed  and 
handsomely  produced.  The  work  with  which  this  serial  will  be  commenced— The  Rivers  of  the  South  and  West  Coasts— can  now  only  be 
obtained  at  a  cost  of  £2  2s.    By  means  of  the  new  edition  it  will  cost  but  seven  shillings. 

"The  Mouth  of  the  Dart"  forms  the  subject  of  the  Rembrandt  Photogravure  Frontispiece  to  PART  7. 

"The  work  Is  one,"  says  the  Saturday  Beview,  "which  is  good  to  remind  one  of  past  holidays,  and  to  sugrgest  future  ones,  full  of 
delightful  pictures  of  hill  and  dale,  of  picturesque  village  and  quiet  town,  of  stately  cathedral  and  ruined  castle.  Every  engraving  bears 
signs  of  the  hand  of  an  artist,  and  has  been  executed  with  great  skill  and  care."   

CASSELL  &  COMPANY,   Limited,   La  Belle  Sauvage,   London;  and  all  Booksellers. 


dace,  also  weighed  in.  Delegate,  Mr.  C.  Wake,  very 
ably  gave  in  report  from  Central  Association. — W.  L. 
Kbrby. 

Walton-on-Thambs  Angling  Association. — The 
first  punt  competition  took  place  June  27th,  for  two 
prizes.  Fishing  commenced  at  3.30  and  finished  8.30. 
The  state  of  the  weather  was  all  against  big  takes,  but 
Messrs.  F.  Wheatley  and  J.  V.  Savage,  junr.,  secured 
the  first  prize,  with  31b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  C.  and  W. 
Hemmings  gaining  the  second,  with  lib.  14oz.  The 
latter  were  unlucky  in  not  securing  the  first  prize,  as 
they  had  a  fine  eel  of  21b,  caught  in  roach  tackle, 
which  did  not  weigh  in.  Only  one  other  punt  weighed 
in,  viz.,  Messrs.  Dick  and  Newby,  14oz.  Our  next 
competition  will  be  roving. — H.  E.  Newby. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— The  first  compe- 
tition of, the  season  takes  place  on  July  7  at  Guildford. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  turn  out.  Those 
members  who  have  not  got  the  privilege  ticket  please 
apply  for  them  of  the  secretary. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford. — The  following 
weighed  in  on  June  30— Messrs.  Vale,  Pethurst,  T. 
Miller,  James  Newton,  Bowles,  roach;  Newton,  jun., 
roach  and  dace  ;  Burling,  roach  and  perch  ;  Squires, 
roach  and  jack  ;  Lowther,  bream. — R.  Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — At  our  general  meeting  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  B,.  Dean  vice- 
president,  and  Mr.  Hunter  secretary.  A  social  farewell 
supper  to  Mr.  W.  Cox,  takes  place  on  July  11  at  eight 
o'clock,  with  the  presentation  of  a  souvenir  from  the 
members  of  the  club,  and  a  concert  to  follow.  Brother 
anglers  and  friends  are   cordially  invited.  —  J.  J. 

HUNTEE. 

"Why  Not"  Social  Angling  Association,  Why 
Not  Inn,  Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton. — The  con- 
test (open  to  all  England)  promoted  by  the  Why  Not 
Social  Angling  Association  took  place  in  the  canal  at 
Galley,  on  June  29.  The  competitors  numbered  100. 
After  the  contest  had  gone  on  for  two  hours  fishin" 
ceased,  the  weighing  in  commenced,  and,  considering 
the  day  being  so  very  warm,  a  fair  amount  of  fish  were 
caught.  Mr.  W.  Jones,  Hednesford,  took  first  prize  • 
Mr.  F.  Benbow,  second ;  Mr.  T.  Ward,  third.— J.  W.  V. 

Yaemouth  (Geeai)  Piscatorial  Society.  — The 
opening  match  of  the  season  was  this  year  fished  at 
Fritton,  and  the  number  of  fish  was  very  promising 


for  a  good  year's  sport,  although  the  size  left  some- 
thing to  be  desired.  The  catch  was  close  upon  one 
thousand  fish,  weighing  3421bs.,  by  twenty-nine 
members  out  of  the  thirty-four  taking  part  in  the 
contest.  The  day  was  dull,  with  a  breeze  from  the 
S.W.  The  prizes  were  taken  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins 
(271b.  3oz.) ;  R.  Wright  (241b.  5oz.)  ;  R.  Thompson 
(231b._  4oz.) ;  S.  Graystone  (221b  13ozs.),  they  also 
securing  places  for  Foulsham  Challenge  Cup  compe- 
tition. Mr.  J.  S.  Read  secured  a  nice  perch  which 
turned  the  scale  at  lib.  SJozs.,  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Thompson  a  bream  of  21b.  12|oz.,  both  of  which  fish 
were  weighed  in  at  the  club  house  for  special  prizes. 
Mr.  Atkins  was  the  umpire,  and  had  as  his  assistant 
Mr.  E.  W.  Buckingham, 


RULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES. 
(Continued  from  June  22,  page  420.) 

4.  /ietn,  That  no  Perfon,  between  the  loth  Day  of 
September,  and  the  25th  Day  of  January,  in  every  Year, 
fhall  fifh  in  the  faid  River  of  Thames,  or  Waters  of 
Medway,  for  Salmon,  with  any  Net  or  Nets,  Engine  or 
Device  ;  or  within  that  Time  lake,  kill,  or  deflroy  in  the 
faid  River,  or  Waters  of  Medzvay,  Salmon  of  any  Kind 
or  Sort  whatfoever  ;  or  fell,  or  offer  to  or  for  Sale  Salmon 
of  any  Kind  or  Sort  whatfoever,  taken  in  the  faid  River 
of  Thames,  or  Waters  of  Afedway,  under  the  Penally  of 
forfeiting  and  paying  Five  Pounds  lor  every  such  Offence. 

5.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  shall  fifh  with  any  Net,  or  lay 
or  haul  any  Weel,  or  lay  or  ufe  any  Net,  Engine  or 
Device  whatfoever,  to  take  Fifh  in  the  faid  River  of 
Thames,  or  Waters  of  Medway,  from  Sun-fetting  on 
Saturday  Night,  until  Sun-rifing  on  Monday  morning,  at 
any  Time  of  the  Year,  upon  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and 
paying  Forty  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

6.  Item,  That  no  perfon  fhall,  at  any  Time,  fhip  their 
Draw-Nets,  called  Shipping  a  Stern  into  their  Boats, 
before  fuch  Time  as  they  have  laid  forth  all  their  whole 
Net,  as  they  do  when  they  land  towards  a  low  Water  ; 
nor  fhall  they  fhip  fome  Part  of  their  faid  Net,  and  land 
the  Reft,  under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying 
Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

7.  -  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  ufe  any  Spear  called  an 
Eel  Spear,  or  ufe  or  work  on  the  River  Thames,  or 
Waters  of  Medway,  at  any  Time  of  the  Year,  any  Blay- 


Net,  for  catching  any  kind  of  Fifli,  either  Ebb  or  by 
Flood,  which  hath  any  Mefh  of  lefs  Size  than  two  Inches 
at  leaft,  and  of  no  greater  Length  than  thirteen  Fathom  ; 
and  that  no  Blay-Net  fliall  be  worked  or  ufed  on  the  faid 
River  Thames,  or  Waters  of  Medway,  at  any  other  Time 
of  the  Year,  than  between  the  I  ft  day  of  July  and  I  ft 
Day  of  March,  in  every  Year  ;  and  that  no  Perfson  fliall 
fleet  with  any  Blay-Net,  not  being  of  the  Breadth  in  the 
Mefh  hereby  direded  ;  but  that  no  fuch  Blay-Net  fliall 
at  any  Time  of  the  Year  be  brought  or  used  Weftward  of 
Richmond-Bridge,  on  the  faid  River,  under  Penalty  of 
forfeiting  and  paying  for  every  fuch  Offence,  the  Sum  of 
Five  Poicnds. 

8.  Item,  That  no  Person  fliall  after  the  ift  Day  of 
November,  1785,  carry  or  ufe  any  Smelt- Net  on' the 
faid  River  of  I'haines,  other  than  except  Weftward  of 
Purflcet,  with  a  Fleeting-Net  of  not  less  than  one  Inch 
and  a  Quarter  in  the  Mefh,  and  of  no  greater  Length 
than  Sixteen  Fathom,  between  the  25th  Day  of  March, 
and  the  ift  Day  oi  May,  and  Eaftward  of  Purfleet,  with 
a  Drag-Net  of  not  lefs  than  one  Inch  and  a  (Quarter  in 
the  Mefh,  to  be  ufed  only  between  the  ift''  Day  of 
November,  and  the  25th  Day  of  March,  and  after  the 
faid  25th  Day  of  March,  the  Drag-Nets  to  be  delivered 
into  the  Cuftody  of  the  Water  Bailiff,  for  the  Time 
being,  under  the  Penalty  of  Fi-,.-e  Pounds. 

9.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  have,  or  ufe,  within  the 
Jurisdiction  aforefaid,  any  Double  Walled-N'et,  for  catch- 
ing any  Sort  of  Fifli,  nor  any  Fleiu  or  Stream-Net, 
for  catching  any  Sort  of  Fish,  between  London  and 
Richmond  Bridges,  which  shall  have  any  Mefh  of  lefs 
Size  than  three  Inches  at  leaft,  e.xcept  a  Shad-Net  of  two 
Inches  and  a  Half  in  the  Mefh,  a  Flounder-N'et  of  two 
Inches  and  a  Half  in  the  Mefh,  a  Dace  Flieting-Nel  of 
two  Inches  in  the  Mefh,  and  a  Smelt  Fleeting-Net  of  one 
Inch  and  a  Quarter  in  the  Mefh,  which  faid  feveral  Nets 
are  to  be  worked  only  in  their  refpeclive  Seafons  and 
Places,  nor  any  Sort  of  Net  for  catching  Fifli  Eaftward 
of  London- Bridge,  of  lefs  Size  than  two  Inches  and  three 
Quarters  in  the  Mefh,  except  Smelt  Drags,  to  be  worked 
only  Eaftward  of  Purfleet,  and  Smelt  Fleeting- N'cls  Weft- 
ward of  Purfleet,  and  in  their  Seafons,  and  that  no 
Perfon  fhall  have,  keep,  or  ufe  within  the  Jurifdiclion 
aforefaid,  any  Trammetl  or  Hood- Net  wliatfoever  for 
catching  of  Fifh,  not  being  three  Inches  at  the  leaft  in 
the  Mefh,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Fii'e  Pound'  for 
every  fuch  Offence. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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The  Printers'  Excursion,  in  aid  of  the  Printing 
Machine  Managers'  Superannuation  Fund,  will  be  from 
London  to  Yarmouth  and  back  (1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  or  8  days), 
from  Friday  (July  19)  to  Friday  (July  26)  inclusive, 
for  5s.  6d.  One  day  (July  21),  4s.  3d.  Children  under 
fourteen,  half  price.  For  full  particulars  apply  to  Mr. 
T.  M.  Harrington,  Printers'  Hall,  Bartlett's-passage, 
Fetter-lane,  E.G. ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Apps,  11,  East  Harding- 
street,  Fetter-lane,  E.G. ;  or  Mr.  Brooks,  Falcon  Tavern, 
Cxough-square,  Fleet-street,  E.G.,  who  will  gladly 
forward  a  list  of  agents  from  whom  tickets  may  be 
obtained.  This  is  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  these 
"  Printers'  Popular  Excursions."  'The  time  is  getting 
near,  and  application  should  be  made  for  tickets. 

I  EEGBET  to  learn  that  Johnnie  Osborne,  the  well- 
knovm  London  roach  angler,  has  had  a  very  serious 
illness,  and  am  glad  to  know  that  he  is  now  convalescent, 
thanks  to  the  splendid  Home  of  the  Working  Men's 
Glub  and  Institute  Union  at  Pegwell  Bay,  where  he 
has  been  staying  for  the  past  three  weeks — he  has 
nothing  but  praise  for  this  grand  institution — and  also 
to  the  care  and  attention  of  Master  Boylands,  who 
has  permitted  him  on  several  occasions  to  enjoy  his 
favourite  sport  for  the  half-day  in  the  river  Stour  at 
Pluck's  Gutter,  where  he  has  managed  to  creel  181b. 
of  fine  class  roach  in  an  afternoon.  Bravo  Johnnie! 
you  can't  forget  your  old  tricks  ! 


Mb.  Cox,  of  the  West  London  A.G.  and  Friendly 
Anglers,  who  has  for  many  years  been  a  delegate  and 
ardent  worker  to  the  Central  Association,  will  be 
accorded  a  farewell  dinner  at  the  Dartmouth  Castle 
Hotel,  Overstone-road,  Hammersmith,  on  Thursday, 
July  11.  At  the  Central's  meeting,  on  July  1,  he 
received  a  hearty  send-off,  and  the  cordial  greetings  of 
all  the  delegates,  wishing  him  bcm  vorjage  and  renewed 
health  in  his  new  home  in  Australia. 

The  "  Angler's  Record "  and  "  Hastings  Club 
Chronicle "  are  to  hand,  and  will  be  noticed  next 
week. 

The  Croydon  Angling  Glub  hold  their  first  annual 
dinner  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon,  on  Wednes- 
day, July  10,  at  7  p.m.  Chairman,  Councillor  T.  W. 
Dobson,  J.P. ;  Wm.  Dix  and  J.  Jeffery  ("Straw 
Hat")  are  the  joint  hon.  secretaries.  I  have  received 
a  cordial  invite,  and  should  like  to  see  friends  Dix  and 
Jeffery  but  cannot.  I  wish  this  new  club  every 
success. 


Me.  G.  Westeup,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society,  is  still  enjoying  himself  trout  fishing 
on  Lough  Conn.  He  knows  I  could  not  accept  his 
kind  invitation  to  accompany  him,  and  sends  me  a 
lovely  brace  of  trout.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  catching 
them,  and  I  the  satisfaction  of  tasting  them.  If  any- 
one wants  a  good  fisherman  they  should  ask  for  Pat 
Summerville.  Messrs.  Westrup  and  Scholefield  say 
he's  a  clinker. 


I  SHOULD  like  to  take  part  in  the  match  between 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  and  the  St.  Ives  on 
Thursday,  July  11,  but  cannot  get  away.  They  fish 
for  a  dinner— losers  to  pay.  There  are  several  good 
prizes  to  fish  for,  amongst  them  a  proof-engraving  of 
Mr.  W.  Dendy  Sadler's  celebrated  picture,  "  A  Pegged- 
Down  Fishing  Match,"  value  five  guineas.  This  will 
be  taken  by  the  captor  of  the  best  specimen  roach  or 
rudd.  Now,  Ned,  you  know  I  cannot  be  with  you, 
but,  if  you  can  manage  it,  fish  for  me  and  win  the 
picture.  Send  it  home.  I  will  pay  the  carriage.^^  Of 
course,  if  you  get  any  guinea's  worth  of  "plate,"  or 
the  Coxon  Ariel  reel  and  line,  I  will  put  up  with 
either.    May  the  best  team  win  ! 


This  is  from  Bath.  I've  often  been  told  to  "go  to 
Bath,"  and  I  think  I'll  go.  "  The  opening  of  the 
coarse  fishing  season  has  been  marked  by  a  remarkable 
achievement  on  the  part  of  a  boy  named  Pearce,  of 
Bathampton.  He  took  recently  at  one  sitting  from 
the  Kennet  and  Avon  Canal  two  brace  of  fine  tench ; 
the  heaviest  of  the  lot,  which  were  all  weighed  at  the 
local  fishing  headquarters,  was  31b.  9oz.,  and  the  four 
went  well  over  81b.  The  extraordinary  circumstance 
is  that  this  budding  Izaak  Walton  had  no  fishing-rod 
or  proper  tackle.  The  fish  were  taken  on  a  faggot- 
stick,  with  a  whipcord  line,  a  bottle  cork  for  a  float, 
and  a  common  6-inch  gut  hook."  (Oh,  for  a  faggot- 
stick  and  a  cork,  and  especially  a  6-inch  hook  !) 


"Grandpapa,  does  hens  make  their  own  eggs?" 
"Yes,  indeed  they  do,  Cyril."  "  And  do  they  always 
put  the  yolk  in  the  middle?"  "They  do,  Cyril." 
"  And  do  they  put  the  white  stuff  round  it  to  keep  the 
yellow  from  rubbing  ofi  ?  "    "Quite  likely,  my  little 


boy."  "  And  who  sews  the  cover  on  ?  "  This  stumped 
the  old  gentleman,  and  he  barricaded  Cyril's  mouth 
with  a  very  large  piece  of  French  almond  rock. 


A  "  BEOTHEE  "  angler  writes  to  know  if  any  "  free  " 
coarse  fishing  can  be  got  at  Haslemere,  Surrey — river 
or  pond  ;  how  far  from  station  ;  and  anj-  other  parti- 
culars. Well,  I  asked  a  denizen  of  those  parts,  and 
he  said  :  "  There  are  small  ponds  and  the  stream  (the 
Wey)  at  Shottermill  close  by,  but  these  are  stocked 
with  trout  and  strictly  preserved,  as  is  the  Wey  for  a 
long  part  of  its  upper  course.  There  are  ponds  at 
Thursley  (Hammer  and  other  ponds)  and  Elstead 
Common.  Leave  is  necessary  for  these,  and  they  are 
very  poor  fishing  without  a  boat,  being  marshy  at  the 
sides.  Also,  I  am  almost  sure  there  is  no  boat  on 
them  at  present.  Then  at  Frensham  there  are  three 
ponds — Abbot's  Pond,  Frensham  Little  Pond  (these 
two  are  private  and  leave  is  hard  to  get),  and, 
lastly,  Frensham  Great  Pond,  which  is  run  by  the 
hotel.  (Proprietor,  Mr.  G.  Griffiths.)  Eoughly  speak- 
ing, all  these  ponds  are  five  to  six  miles  from  the 
station,  but  three  to  four  from  Hindhead.  The  best 
river  for  coarse  fishing  (free)  is  either  the  Wey 
between  Guildford  and  Godalming  or  the  Thames  at 
Weybridge." 


Now,  after  this,  "  Snakes  in  Ireland  "  and  "  Coarse 
Fishing  near  Haslemere  "  may  be  summed  up  thusly  : 
"  There  ain't  any  !  "  And  it  reminds  me  of  the  touching 
poem — 

"  A  pieman  of  Abergavenny 
Sold  patties  at  three  for  a  penny, 
When  they  said  '  Where's  the  meat  ? ' 
He  did  naught  but  repeat 
'Why,  of  course,  at  the  price  there  ain't  any  I ' " 


My  Pal  and  I. 

When  a  June  morning  breaks  o'er  a  dew-spangled 
soil, 

E'er  cheerful  the  rustic  starts  forward  to  toil, 
I'm  oS  to  some  trout  stream  with  my  pal,  health 
to  court, 

Where  it  ripples  so  brightly,  and  where  oft  we've 
had  sport. 

With  our  fly  rods  so  taper  and  hackles  so  fine, 
O'er  each  likely  spot  we  throw  a  light  line ; 
We  mark  where  they  rise,  when  one's  fated  to  die. 
We  bag  it,  then  onward  trudge 

My  pal  and  I. 

The  wealthy  and  great,  with  their  horses  and  hounds. 
May  ride    break-neck    hunters    o'er    other  men's 
grounds. 

They  by  racing  and  chasing  to  ruin  are  brought ; 
Now,  for  my  part,  I  never  could  fancy  such  sport. 
Did  gaming  or  wenching  e'er  bring  mortal  good  ? 
Don't  they  frequently  end  in  broil,  battle,  and  blood  ? 
Then  let  them  seek  the  swift  stream,  kill  a  trout  with 
a  fly. 

Then  they'll  be  as  happy  as 

My  pal  and  I. 

When  returning  at  eve  from  a  cheerful  spent  day, 
To  some  angling  friends  we  then  merrily  stray, 
Relating  each  pleasure,  telling  how  we  were  crossed, 
How  this  fish  was  hooked  and  how  that  fish  was 
lost. 

Encircled  by  friendship,  we  have  no  other  wish 
Save  this,  by  fair  angling  to  kill  the  most  fish. 
We  drink  healths  to  all,  shake  hands,  bid  good-bye. 
Then  homewards  contented  trudge 

My  pal  and  I. 

John  Baddely  in  Wallonian  Chronicle. 


The  following  is  from  the  Daily  Messenger  (Paris), 
on  the  opening  of  the  fishing  season  ; — "  It  is  an  error 
to  suppose  that  there  are  no  fish  in  the  Seine.  The 
river  is  simply  teeming  with  fish,  both  perch  and 
barbel,  large  and  small,  and  fry  of  low  degree.  Even 
the  lordly  salmon  traverses  Paris,  twice  a  year,  on  his 
waj'  to  and  from  the  sea.  The  reader  probably  asks, 
'  Then  why  don't  we  see  some  fish  pulled  out  if  there 
are  so  many  in  the  Seine  ?  '  The  reason  is  not  far  to 
seek.  Go  outside  Paris  towards  Athis  or  Ablon  or 
down  stream  to  Suresnes  and  you  will  see  plenty  of 
fishing  done.  There  is  certainly  not  so  much  fisher 
to  the  square  inch,  nor  is  tlie  tackle  so  diabolically 
ingenious  as  in  Paris,  but  more  fish  get  taken  home, 
and  I  should  say  there  was  more  enjoyment  for  the 
fisher.  And  it  is  just  this  crowding  of  the  banks,  this 
multiplicity  of  rods  and  lines,  winders  and  spools, 
landing  nets,  harpoons,  weights  and  scales,  and  baskets 
ample  enough  to  carry  off  porpoise,  tliat  strike  terror 
into  the  heart  of  the  finny  Parisian.  Sunday  last  was 
the  opening  day  of  the  fishing  season,  and  before  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning  every  available  spot,  from 
Auteuil  to  the  Pont  National,  was  occupied.  The 
Pont  des  Arts  was  being  fished  from,  at  least  a  dozen 
anglers  trying  their  luck.  And  what  marvellous 
tackle !  Ten-jointed  rods — I  counted  twelve  to  one 
rod — floats  of  quill  and  of  cork,  painted  with  the 


\ 

national  colours,  and  lines  of  silk  and  of  hemp.  And 
every  man  possessed,  besides,  a  landing  net,  a  live  box, 
and  a  sack,  bag,  or  basket. 


"  The  disciples  on  the  Sea  of  Galilee  were  not  half  so 
well  provided  for  the  miraculous  draught  as  were  these 
fishers  of  the  Seine  for  what  the  opening  day  might 
allot  them.  No  wonder  that  not  even  a  sticklebacik 
showed  a  disposition  to  bite  ;  not  even  the  youngest  and 
least-experienced  minnow  but  what  passed  on  his  way, 
probably  quoting  the  vulgar  boy  of  Margate.  For  fish 
are  very  human  in  many  of  their  ways.  Born  and 
bred  within  the  walls  of  a  great  city,  the  fish  of  Paris 
cannot  fail  to  become  more  wide-awake  than  their  coun- 
try cousins.  The  way  some  good-sized  barbel  turned 
somersaults  on  Sunday  morning,  almost  within  reach 
of  their  would-be  captors,  savoured  of  an  impertinence 
which  is  very  unbecoming  in  an  individual  generally 
considered  so  unsophisticated  as  a  fish.  So  I  hung 
with  all  these  sportsmen  on  the  bridge,  determined 
not  to  come  away — within  a  reasonable  time,  of  course 
— until  something  had  been  caught.  I  was  glad  I 
stayed.  Just  as  the  clock  of  the  Institut  was  striking 
seven,  a  shout  of  triumph  went  up  and  the  echoes 
of  it  were  repeated  from  shore  to  shore — a  baby- 
barbel  had  been  betrayed  into  accepting  a  piece  of 
shrimp  from  a  man  on  the  Pont  des  Arts !  Need  I 
say  how  the  fortunate  angler  was  surrounded  in  an 
instant  by  dozens  his  envious  confreres,  all  eager  to 
have  a  look  at  the  first  catch  of  the  season  !  Fancy, 
he  turned  the  scale  at  3oz. !  With  what  increased 
enthusiasm  the  rest  of  the  day's  sport  was  continued. 
So  I  came  away,  the  strains  of  the  '  Marseillaise ' 
still  ringing  in  my  ears." 


"Geeen  Dbake,"  of  Whitby,  says:  "I  read  in 
your  issue  of  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Pearsall's  account  of 
his  sport  on  Windermere  lake,  and  can  endorse  all  he 
says,  as  I  fished  it  at  the  same  time,  but  from  a 
different  place,  viz..  The  Old  England  Hotel,  Bowness. 
I  killed  upwards  of  fifty  trout,  the  largest  scaling  just 
under  21b„  but  plenty  of  them  were  from  fib.  to  IJlb., 
all  to  the  Green  and  Grey  Drake.  My  reason  for 
sending  you  this  information  is  that  I  have  so  often 
heard  and  read  that  trout-fishing  in  Windermere  is 
almost  worthless,  and  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
its  behalf.  Had  I  not  been  going  to  fish  Loch  Leven 
after  my  visit  to  the  Lake  District,  I  should  not  have 
taken  my  rod  ;  consequently  I  should  have  misse.d 
some  really  good  fishing,  better,  in  fact,  than  I 
experienced  on  the  famous  northern  loch. 


"  The  fish  perhaps  rise  short  at  times,  as  they  will  in 
other  waters.  Loch  Leven  included,  but  I  must  say  I 
have  no  special  cause  to  find  fault  in  that  direction. 
They  certainly  fight  hard  and  give  grand  sport.  The 
fiy-fishing,  I  am  told,  is  improving  every  year,  owing 
principally  to  the  introduction  of  Loch  Leven  trout, 
and,  more  important  still,  the  buying  off  of  the  nets. 
As  to  the  charges,  boat  and  man  cost  Is.  6d.  per  hour, 
and  anglers  will  find  plenty  of  experienced  men.  I 
would  recommend  John  Walker  for  boats,  and  his  man 
Frank  Green  is  a  first-rate  attendant,  and  knows  the 
water  well.  Windermere  has  two  seasons,  April  and 
the  '  May  Fly.'  I  prefer  the  latter,  as  the  trout  are 
in  better  condition.  I  intend  returning  next  '  Drake ' 
season,  and  if  I  have  similar  luck  shall  be  quite 
satisfied." 


The  following  paragraph  is  sent  us  by  "  Wallaby  "  : 
"  Mandueah  Notes. — During  the  past  week  the 
fishing  here  has  been  good,  and  the  visitors  from  the 
city  and  elsewhere  have  enjoyed  themselves  immensely 
in  fishing  both  in  boats  and  on  the  stage.  I  witnessed 
some  fine  catches  of  fish,  including  several  kingfish, 
weighing  451b.,  others  from  121b.  upwards,  tailors 
weighing  41b.,  and  black  bream  21b.  These  are 
plentiful  within  half  a  mile  of  the  hotel.  A  small 
boat  went  out  on  Wednesday  afternoon  last  with  two 
or  three  persons  for  about  two  hours,  and  returned 
with  250  whiting  caught  by  hook  and  line.  The 
largest  kingfish  were  caught  by  Messrs.  Riecks, 
Wheatley,  Woollams,  and  Davison.  On  Thursday 
morning  last,  instead  of  Mr.  Cooper  having  his  con- 
veyance full  of  passengers,  it  was  loaded  to  the 
utmost  with  fish,  exceeding  four  cwt.— one  night's 
catch.  Mandurah  abounds  with  all  species  of  fish, 
and  cannot  be  surpassed  for,  those  who  are  fond  of 
angling." 


What  have  I  brought  upon  myself?  Had  my 
portrait  appeared  in  the  centre  of  a  page,  no  particular 
attention  would  have  been  paid  to  it ;  but  as  a  modest, 
retiring  corner  was  selected,  I  am  made  the  butt  of 
everyone.  On  my  way  to  Deal  (dear  old  Deal  I) 
recently,  I  overheard  the  remark,  "Hello,  puddon 
head  I "  and  discovered  it  proceeded  from  a  party  of 
anglers,  and  recognising  the  familiar  green  cover  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  knew  it  was  no  use  congealing 
myself— for  I  was  discovered.  No  matter  I  On  July 
27  the  Summer  Number  will  appear,  and  in  that 
number  a  correct  misrepresentation  will  appear  of 

Deagnet. 


"  m-r~  —  

July  6,  1901 


Pfoviiieial  Jliigllfig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  an-angements  are  being  pushed  forward  in 
connection  with  the  forthcoming  Birmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  contest.  The  tickets  are  on  sale  at  the 
clubs  and  tackle  shops.  Two  special  trains  have  been 
chartered  for  Saturday  afternoon,  July  13l  The 
necessary  permission  has  been  obtained  from  the 
landowners,  and  as  the  canal  in  the  district  has 
not  been  fishsd  to  any  extent  for  some  time, 
sport  looks  like  being  good  and  some  fair  catches 
obtained.  The  first  train  leaves  New-street,  L.N.W., 
at  1.30,  calling  at  Aston  at  1.35.  The  second  train 
leaves  New-street  at  1.35,  Monument-lane  at  1.40, 
and  Winson-green  at  1.43.  The  return  trains  will 
leave  at  9.0  and  9.10.  There  will  be  a  valuable  lot  of 
prizes  to  be  contested  for,  including  the  Silver 
Challenge  Cup  and  Medal.  The  contest  will  be  fished 
imder  the  Association  size  limit.  The  contest  in 
connection  with  the  Provincial  Association,  to  be 
iished  in  the  canal  at  Nantwich  on  Saturday  after- 
noon (Aug.  17),  is  also  being  pushed  forward,  as  on 
Monday  next  bills  giving  the  full  particulars  will  be  in 
the  hands  of  the  branch  secretaries.  Contest  tickets 
are  now  printed  and  may  be  had  at  once,  together  with 
all  the  particulars  ;  due  notice  will  be  given  as  to 
train  times,  etc.  I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  G.  A. 
Powell,  the  secretary  of  the  Cheltenham  Club,  is  now 
l^repared  to  let  anglers  fish  their  water  at  Eckington 
at  6d.  per  day  or  Is.  6d.  per  week.  Anglers  may  join 
the  club  upon  payment  of  6s.  per  annum.  Mr. 
Stanley,  of  the  Anchor,  Wyre  Piddle,  informs  me  that 
Sunday  angling  at  the  place  named  is  stopped  and 
that  a  small  charge  is  made  for  week-day  fishing 
but  clubs  who  desire  to  fish  contests  on  week  days  are 
allowed  to  do  so  free ;  the  fishery  is  three  miles  in 
extent,  and  contains  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish. — The 
Prospect  Society  fished  their  annual  bye  contest  on 
Monday  (July  1)  on  the  Severn  at  Kempey.  Sixty- 
four  members  competed ;  all  with  the  exception  of  two 
succeeded  in  taking  fish.  Mr.  T.  Wiseman  was  first  with 
31b.  14Joz. ;  nothing  under  lib.  got  a  prize.  Angling  at 
this  popular  resort  still  remains  excellent. — The  Gun 
Society  fish  their  annual  contest  on  June  14,  at  Stour- 
port,  a  drawing  room  suite,  valued  at  £10,  is  to  be  the 
first  prize. — The  Highgate  Park  Angling  Club  fish  their 
annual  contest  at  Pershore  on  Bank  Holiday.  Tuesday 
next,  in  all  probability,  an  excursion  will  be  run  to  the 
popular  resort.  Owing  to  the  recent  rains  sport  has 
very  much  improved.  Some  very  fine  eels  have  been 
taken,  and  the  roach  and  dace  have  been  feeding  well 
on  the  Severn.  Bream  are  giving,  good  sport  on  the 
Avon,  and  some  good  catches  have  been  made  in  the 
Defiord  and  Pershore  districts.  Mr.  W.  Bagley  won 
the  Fruitful  Vine  contest  on  June  30,  at  Stoke  Golding. 
The  canal  here  has  been  lately  netted. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  recent  rain  has  put  an  improved  face  on  angling 
matters.  Coarse  fishing  has  been  followed  with 
success  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham,  especially 
amongst  bream  in  the  Dogdyke  district,  and  in  the 
deeps  between  Anton  Gowts  and  the  Grand  Sluice  at 
Boston.  Hereabouts  several  specimens  have  been 
captured  weighing  up  to  51b.  apiece.  The  weeds  on 
several  sections  of  this  river  have  now  been  cut,  so 
that  angling  from  the  banks  is  not  now  only  possible, 
but  enjoj'able.  Roach  are  now  being  captured  on  the 
Forty-foot  near  Donington  Bridge.  Forty-foot  anglers 
are  still  turning  their  attention  to  eels,  with  which 
the  river  literally  teems.  Some  capital  bags  of  roach, 
bream,  and  tench  have  been  made  during  the  past  few 
days  in  the  Deeping  district  of  Welland. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Satiu-day,  June  29,  one  of  our  biggest  of  local 
events  took  place  on  the  River  Ancholme,  at  Ferriby 
Sluice,  being  the  annual  open  match  and  challenge 
shield  competition  of  the  Hull  and  District  Amal- 
gamated Anglers'  Association,  when  a  steamboat 
load  of  anglers  left  the  Victoria  Pier,  Hull,  and 
journeyed  up  the  River  Humber  to  the  Sluice  ;  after 
about  two  -  and  -  a  -  half  hours'  keen  contention 
by  the  competitors,  Mr.  Frank  Carle  was  de- 
clared the  winner  of  the  first  prize  in  the  match 
with  21b.  SJoz.,  and  the  West  Hull  Angling  Associa- 
tion's team  the  winners  of  the  challenge  shield, 
with  an  aggregate  take  of  Gib.  12Jjz.,  this  being  the 
second  trophy  they  have  secured  this  season  already, 
having  won  the  Cubtfug  Challenge  Cup  of 
the  Hull  Preservation  Society  the  week  previous 
at  the  same  place.  On  the  Monday  following  they 
opened  their  club  season  and  fished  a  match  near 
Brigg,  on  the  Ancholme,  when  Mr,  11.  H.  Barlow 
secured  the  first  prize,  with  281b.  Ifoz.  of  bream,  some 
of  the  fish  scaling  from  2^1b.  to  8^!b.  c:;ch.  Some  fairly 
good  sport  is  now  being  met  with  od  the  Market 
Weightoii  Caual, 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To-day  (Saturday)  the  Tyldealey  anglers  are  due  at 
Boothstown  to  o^en  the  season,  when  they  offer  sorne 
good  prizes.  On  June  29  the  All  England  match, 
promoted  by  the  Wigan  Amalgamation,  was  negotiated 
at  Leigh.  Sport  was  not  good,  but  the  first  prize  went 
for  over  IGoz. ;  the  entry  was  disappointing.  The 
official  list  of  winners  is  as  follows: — Messrs.  P. 
Green,  J.  Makin,  W.  Goodwin,  T.  Hilton,  T.  War- 
button,  R.  Balderson,  J.  Shuttleworth,  Greaves, 
A.  Stott,  E.  Hibbert,  J.  Wilson,  T.  Shuttleworth,  W. 
Winstanley,  and  T.  Holland.  The  next  event  of  any 
importance  at  Leigh  is  that  of  the  Standard  Mower 
Angling  Society.  Mr.  T.  Allanson  will  act  as  referee. 
To-day  (Saturday)  the  Gaskill  Angling  Society,  Farn- 
worth,  are  due  at  Worsley  to  fish  their  opening  event 
of  the  season.  The  Bollin  is  somewhat  improved 
by  I  recent  showers,  but  needs  much  more  water. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  fished  their  opening 
match  at  Boothstown  on  Saturday  last  (June  29).  After 
fishing  the  usual  time  the  ten  prizes  offered  were  awarded 
as  follows  :  Messrs.  W.  A.  Occlestone,  E.  Mitehead, 
J.  Grenall,  J.  C.  Briggs,  Thos.  Walmsley,  M.  Thompson, 
Butterworth,  J.  Battye,  F.  Heywood,  and  J.  English. 
By  some  unforeseen  item  the  Gorton  prize  list  has  been 
delayed  ;  however,  here  it  is  : — Messrs.  J.  Jones,  H. 
Pallant,  J.  Warburton,  W.  Webb,  and  J.  Godson.— The 
Duchy  Angling  Society  fish  the  first  match  in  their 
private  waters  on  July  13. — The  Juvenile  section  of 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  disposed 
of  their  first  match  last  week  end.  The 
Cornbrook  Anglers  were  engaged  last  week  end 
with  their  first  match  at  Middlewich,  driving  there 
and  back.  The  official  result,  after  fair  sport,  is  as 
follows : — Messrs.  J.  Wainwright,  S.  J.  Higginson, 
E.  Tomlinson,  Simons,  W.  Hampson,  J.  Fasana, 
W.  Trout,  G.  Smith,  and  C.  Ridings.  The  Weaste 
Angling  Society  opened  the  season  at  Lostock  Gralam 
on  Saturday  (June  29).  The  following  comprise  the 
prize  list :  Messrs.  Broadbent,  Burrows,  Lancaster, 
Joy,  Raven,  Doming,  Lewis,  Kent,  Lunn,  Wharton, 
Salthouse,  and  Moss.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  enter 
upon  the  second  stage  of  their  championship 
competition  on  July  •  27,  28,  and  29.  The 
Buckland  Angling  Society  have  just  disposed  of 
their  first  match.  The  following  is  the  list  of  prize- 
winners :  Messrs.  W.  Johnson,  A.  Booth,  W.  Shaw, 
W.  Harcourt,  P.  Bibby,  S.  Row,  W.  Pogson,  and 
J.  Lewis. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rains  have  brought  on  a  moderate  rise  of  the  Trent, 
and  the  extra  water  will  wash  downwards  a  good  deal 
of  weedy  rubbish  and  other  refuse.  The  river  had 
been  much  in  need  of  a  change,  and  the  one 
experienced  has  been  cordially  welcomed  by  all  classes 
of  anglers.  On  the  Holme  Pierrepont  section  last 
Saturday  (June  29),  Mr.  H.  Green,  the  lessee,  and  his 
son,  succeeded  in  capturing  no  fewer  than  thirty-seven 
barbel,  besides  eels,  and  a  few  bream.  Barbel  have 
been  caught  in  the  same  waters  by  Mr.  A.  Sewell,  and 
some  fine  takes  of  chub  have  been  effected  with 
caddis  grub  by  Mr.  H.  Wheatley.  Mr.  W.  Parr, 
(lessee  of  the  Colwick  Rectory  length)  has  killed 
barbel,  chub,  and  roach  ;  barbel,  before  the 
rise,  were  showing  sport  to  the  worm  and 
caddis  grub  at  Beeston  Weirs,  Clifton,  and 
Wilford.  Mr.  T.  Large  and  Mr.  A.  Sadler,  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  have  proved  successful 
amongst  dace  and  chub  at  Shardlow,  where,  too,  |  further 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made  by  the  aid  of  the 
creed  wheat.  Heavy  bags  of  chub  have  come  from 
Flintham  Hills,  and  a  few  barbel  have  been  landed 
in  the  Inway  swim  below  Hazleford  Ferry.  But 
sport  all  round  has  been  better,  especially  by 
those  unng  caddis  grub.  Supplies  are  scarce,  though 
Mr.  J.  Theaker,  the  well-known  tackle  and  fishing 
line  manufacturer,  of  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham,  has 
still  a  good  stock  in  hand.  Ply  fishing  has  chiefly 
been  restricted  to  the  streams  for  dace  and  chub,  and 
many  have  been  creeled. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

At  last  we  have  had  a  really  good  fall  of  rain, 
and  waters  have  been  immensely  improved  thereby. 
Whilst  the  downpour  was  most  welcome  it  interfered 
sadly  with  the  fishing  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  when 
our  anglers,  generally  speaking,  put  in  most  of  their 
time  by  the  bank  side.  The  waters  have  been  well 
livened  up,  and  the  fish  have  become  ravenous,  and 
those  who  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  and  visit  the  drains  have  done  well. 
Bream  particularly  have  come  well  on  the  feed,  and  both 
at  Boston  and  in  the  Witham  at  Sluice  Bridge  some 
excellent  catches  have  been  made,  some  of  the  fish 
rmming  up  to  nearly  41b.,  whilst  it  is  said  that  at 
the  latter  place  one  angler  landed  a  beauty  of 
over  6lb.  Roach  have  done  well  also,  and 
continue  to  improve  rapidly.  The  Trent  has 
yielded  nice  catches  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  and  the 
prospects  now  are  most  alluring.    Trout  fishing  has 
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also  received  a  spurt,  the  colouring  of  the  water 
having  given  bottom  fishers  a  long  sought  for 
opportunity. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  trout  liave  been  taken  from  the  Nidd  at 
Kuaresborough  and  Patelcy  Bridge.  Some  nice  creels 
of  trout  were  secured  with  fly  and  minnow  in  the 
Riljljle  at  Settle.  There  is  abundance  of  all  kinds  of 
fish  in  the  Urc,  and  near  Boroughbridgo  Mi:  J. 
Moxon,  of  Leeds,  caught  a  fine  barl)ol,  weighwig  over 
91b. ;  and  nice  grayling,  trout  and  chub  were  taken, 
though  in  small  quantity.  A  pike  secured  in  the 
Middleham  waters  by  Mr.  Britton  weighed  14J1I). 
Good  chub  were  caught  witli  the  fly  in  the 
Tadcaster  waters  of  the  Wharfe.  York  fishing 
matches  continue  apace.  The  Fitzwilliam  Angling 
Club  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  on 
June  29.  The  Navigation  Road  Angling  Associa- 
tion held  their  first  match  at  West  Cottingwith 
on  June  29.  The  Wool  Pack  Angling  Association 
fished  their  opening  match  at  Scoby  on  June  29. 
Lawrence  Friendly  Angling  Society  had  their  opening 
match  at  the  club  waters,  Sutton-on-Derwent,  on 
June  29.  The  Stonegate  Angling  Association  proceeded 
to  Burton-le- Willows  for  their  first  match  and  had  a 
small  catch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members,  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  July  3,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
secretary.  Commander  Grove,  R.N.,  read  reports  from 
the  society's  agents  at  Eastbourne,  Penzance,  I'ly- 
mouth,  Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man,  and  Brixham.  Mr. 
Bates  reported  having  been  fishing  at  Weymouth,  and 
found  it  a  good  place,  with  excellent  boatmen. 
Fishing  outside  the  breakwater  one  day,  he 
got  a  number  of  small  cod  over  21b.  Next  day, 
in  three  or  four  hours,  four  score  and  two,  many 
over  31b.,  none  under  l^lb. ;  another  day,  three 
and  a  half  score,  2pb.  to  2^1b.,  hooked  a  heavy  fish, 
but  lost  it  in  the  rocks  parting  the  line.  Outside  the 
breakwater  bass  are  coming  in ;  later  on  there  will  be 
many  ;  on  other  side  of  bay  pollack  and  cod,  especially 
tom  cod.  One  mode  of  fishing  for  pollack  is  to  anchor 
outside  breakwater,  rowing  in  to  scope  of  cable,  then 
dropping  a  heavy  weight  close  to  rocks.  A  small  trans- 
parent shrimp  is  a  killing  bait.  Altogether  Weymouth 
is  pronounced  to  be  an  excellent  sea-fishing  station. 
Mr.  Bates  reported  somewhat  unfavourably  of  Selsey 
Bell — found  boatmen  inattentive,  probably  the  result 
of  having  other  better  paying  occupations.  Had  also 
been  to  Deal,  but,  with  an  easterly  wind,  got  only  a 
few  pouting.  Hanger,  the  society's  agent,  had  placed 
a  capital  room  at  his  new  place  at  the  disposal  of 
members.  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  had  been  fishing  at 
Southend,  taking  in  one  day  off  the  pier  250  good 
smelt  and  the  next  day  150.  The  fish  were  off 
the  end  of  the  pier  in  thousands.  He  had  used 
gut  and  a  fine  roach  hook.  A  number  of  eels 
had  also  been  caught  off  the  barges,  bobbing. 
Mr.  Tucker  reported  having  done  well  at  Dover,  having 
caught  five  score  pouting.  Plenty  of  pollack,  some 
of  81b.,  have  been  caught ;  found  mussel  bait  best. 
Dr.  Patterson  called  attention  to  the  trawlers'  strike  at 
Grimsby.  It  was  said  by  some  of  them  that  they  would 
not  be  sorry  to  lay  the  boats  up,  the  fishing  being 
unremunerative.  This,  Dr.  Patterson  urged,  was  a 
further  proof  of  the  increasing  scarcity  of  fish,  a 
matter,  he  trusted,  that  the  Government  would  give 
prompt  attention  to.  He  also  reported  that  Mr. 
Handley  had  seen  a  two-and-a-half  to  three  feet 
flounder  caught  off  Southend  pier.  This  was  confirmed 
by  Mr.  Bates.  The  secretary  announced  that  the  new 
"  Pocket  Book  1901-02 "  was  in  course  of  issue  to 
members.  W.  Gbove,  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  W.  Marshall  conducted  both  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last, 
when  material  was  found  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  couple 
of  hours  in  tc  matters  piscatorial.  Complaint  had 
been  made  of  the  low  state  of  rivers,  particularly  so  at 
Chesham,  and  whether  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
rains  members  had  seized  the  opportunity  for  fishing 
may  have  caused  it,  there  was  but  a  small  attendance. 
The  reports  of  fishing  were  not  very  striking.  Mr.  Emery 
had  one  good-sized  fish  in  poor  condition  from  Ches- 
ham, and  lost  a  good  fish  in  the  strike.  Mr.  J.  Lund 
had  trout.  Mr.  Buckingham  small  trout.  Both  Mr. 
Eldred  and  Mr.  Gardner  claimed  to  have  taken  nothing 
worth  reporting.  Messrs.  Gill,  Hicks,  and  Connellau  had 
dace  from  Hertford.  Mr.  Jakes  had  a  few  casts  on 
the  River  Kennet  without  result.  Mr.  Gray,  some 
J  doz.  dace  of  about  Jib.  each  from  the  Suffolk  Stour. 
Mr.  Shearing,  yellow  trout  and  salmon,  when  in  Scot- 
land, Mr.  Marshall  coarse  fishing  on  the  Colue,  eels 
and  dabs  from  Margate,  and  some  pretty  trout  fishing 
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July  6,  1901 


EATON  &  DEllER 

Crooked  X.a.ne,  I-ondon    Bx*id^e,   E.C.,  &  1,   Bury   St.,  St.  Jawxes',  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 


(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
jwm   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel, 


CAT  AI- O  C3-XJXS,    JTT  S  T     I»  XT  »  X- : 


were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut  Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  6/6  each. 


were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts,  the  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability. 
A    LARGE    ASSOBTMENT    Ol[^IBISHr^SCOTC^  FLIES    IN  STOCK, 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD,  ^^^^  CHELTENHAM. 


with  the  fly  on  a  special  and,  of  course,  private  stretch 
of  water.  Arrangements  will  be  made  for  a  fly  and 
bait  casting  tournament  to  be  held  on  July  13  (Satur- 
day) at  Kelvedon ;  there  will  be  fly-casting  with  rods  of 
10ft  6in  and  upwards,  and  bait-casting  from  the  reel 
and  ground.  Prizes  will  be  given,  and  Mr.  Emery, 
Mr  Tayler,  and  Mr.  Hoyle  will  make  out  a  scheme  of 
arrangement.  A  dinner  will  be  held  and  return  to 
town  made  the  same  evening.  Those  friends  who 
intend  going  down  will  much  assist  by  letting  me 
know  as  early  as  possible.  The  water  is  reported  in 
excellent  condition,  as  are  the  roach.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon,  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


owing  to  ill-health,  and  he  received  the  hearty 
good  wishes  of  the  delegates.  The  secretary  reported 
that  the  affairs  of  the  association  were  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  and  that  the  issue  of  tickets  was 
several  hundreds  in  excess  of  the  same  period  last 
season,  also  that  the  committee  had  other  waters 
under  their  notice,  which,  if  found  suitable,  would  be 
rented  for  use  of  members  ;  information  on  this  subject 
should  at  once  be  given  to  the  secretary.  The  usual 
votes  of  thanks  to  president  and  vice-president  con- 
cluded a  pleasant  business  meeting. 

Hon.  Repoeteb. 


THE  "NORMS"  COMPETITION. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Strand,  on 
Monday  evening.  Mr.  Medcalf  (who  received  a  very 
hearty  welcome  after  his  enforced  absence  owing  to 
family  illness)  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  the  vice-chair.  The  usual  routine  business 
having  been  disposed  of,  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Eldridge 
was  read,  intimating  that  the  subject  of  increased 
fares  to  Pulborough  had  been  considered  by  the  railway 
company  who  could  hold  out  no  hope  of  reverting 
to  the  old  rates.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Fosbrooke 
and  Mr  Burkett  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
send  another  donation  of  ten  guineas  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  in  recognition  of  their 
grand  work  in  the  preservation  and  restocking  of  the 
Thames  and  all  clubs  are  desired  to  further  assist 
in  supporting  such  a  deserving  society.  The  letter 
from  one  of  the  lessees  of  a  portion  of  our  fishery, 
stating  the  rent  would  be  doubled,  was  duly  con- 
sidered and  it  was  agreed  that  his  request  be  not 
entertained.  Members  vnll  please  note  that  the 
Amberley  Fishery  only  extends  from  the  Houghton 
Bridge  to  the  sluice  or  copse.  A  society  that  ap- 
parently had  not  held  a  meeting  for  months  applied 
for  tickets,  which  it  was  agreed  should  not  be  sent. 
Mr  Elsmore  gave  a  very  interesting  report  of  the 
recent  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  for  which  he  was  accorded 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Owing  to  the  August  meeting 
falling  on  Bank  Holiday,  it  was  decided  that  it  should 
stand  adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  September, 
the  executive  to  deal  with  any  matters  of  importance 
in  the  interim.  Mr.  Cox,  for  many  years  a  delegate 
from  the  West  London  Angling  Club,  intimated 
that  he  would  shortly  be  leaving  for  Australia, 


This  competition  took  place  at  Langley  on  June  30. 
There  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  entries,  and 
sixty  weighed  in  for  forty-six  prizes.  One  roach  of 
lib.  4|oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Coates,  who  obtained  the 
silver  medal,  gold  centre.  The  first  eighteen  winners 
were  Messrs.  Tom  Rider,  Crabb,  H.  Slack,  Britton, 
Prater,  Saw,  Harris,  Coates,  Challis,  Cartwright,  H. 
Smith,  Cullen,  CoUard,  G.  Smith,  Pett,  Warren, 
Morris,  and  Alden.  The  highest  weight  was  21b.  12foz., 
and  the  lowest  SJoz.  The  weather  was  not  of  a 
pleasant  nature,  so,  considering  all  things,  we  must 
admit  it  was  a  success.  Ben  started  the  anglers  about 
9.45  a.m. ;  weighing  in  was  at  6.30,;  doors  closed  at 
7.30.  E.  Baxter,  Cobden  Angling  Society,  was  clerk 
of  scales  ;  Ben  was  recorder ;  G.  Barlow,  clerk.  Ben 
carried  the  box,  and  collected  the  weight  of  8|lb.  in 
copper  and  several  silver  coins.  I  tender  my  thanks 
to  every  angler  and  every  donor,  and  in  fact  to  every- 
one who  helped,  and  to  all  on  distribution  night, 
July  2.  Mr.  Carr,  Mr.  Chick,  and  two  others— your 
prizes  are  at  our  society's  house,  AUason  United.  Will 
all  secretaries  let  me  have  the  returns  for  tickets  sold, 
and  unsold  ones,  by  Saturday,  July  6.  Every  penny 
goes  to  the  fund.  Do  not  delay,  because  I  want  to 
pay  over  at  once.— Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street, 
Notting-hill-gate. 


HOLLOW  AY'S  PILLS.  Weary  of  Life.  Derangement  of  the 
liver  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  causes  of  dangerous  diseases, 
and  the  most  prolific  of  those  melancholy  forebodmgs  which  are 
worse  than  death  itself.  A  few  doses  of  these  noted  Pills  act 
masically  in  dispelling  low  spirits  and  repelling  attacks  made 
on  the  nerves  by  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres,  over- 
indulgence, or  exhausting  excitement.  The  most  shattered 
constitution  may  derive  benefit  from  Holloway  s  Pills,  which 
will  regulate  disordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the 
enei-T  of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing 
memory.  By  attentively  studying  the  instructions  for  taking 
these  Pills,  and  obediently  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most 
despondent  will  soon  feel  confident  of  a  perfect  recovery. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.O. 

2,085.  Mr  A.  S.  Ludt,  31,  Istedgade,  Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  Fish  tanks.  For  transporting 
purposes  the  apparatus  may  be  fitted  in 
railway  and  other  vehicles,  ship  holds,  etc., 
or  may  be  fixed  for  use  in  shops.  The 
fish  are  placed  in  a  shallow  tank  from 
which  the  water  is  drawn  through  a  filter 
by  a  pump,  which  then  passes  it  back  again 
to  the  tank  through  an  aerator.  Any 
desired  temperature  may  also  be  obtained 
by  circulating  the  water  through  hot  or  cold 
coils. 

954.  Cooking  and  pressing  fish,  etc.  Patentees: 
Mr.  J.  P.  Bussells  Irvington,  Virginia,  and 
the  American  Process  Co.,  62,  William- 
street,  New  York,  both  in  the  United  States 
of  America.  Relates  to  cooking  and  ex- 
tracting oil,  juices,  etc.,  from  the  cooked 
materials,  such  as  fish,  etc.  The  materials 
are  fed  from  a  hopper  by  a  screw  feed  into 
a  cylinder,  in  which  is  fitted  a  conveying 
and  stirring  device,  the  hollow  shaft  of 
which  is  perforated  for  the  supply  of  steam 
under  pressure. 

9,773.  Mr.  John  Carstairs,  18,  Buckingham-street, 
Strand.  An  improved  process  for  the  pro- 
duction of  fish  guano. 

1,370.  Food  preparations.  Patentees :  Mr.  C.  Arendt 
and  Mr.  W.  Honicke,  both  of  19,  Bahnhof- 
strasse,  Busum  on  the  North  Sea,  Holstein, 
Germany.  A  nutritious  extract  is  prepared 
from  Crustacea,  such  as  shrimps,  prawns, 
etc.,  by  pounding  the  unboiled  flesh,  soaking 
it  in  vinegar  and  water  to  destroy  the  smell, 
washing  with  water,  adding  water  to  the 
mass,  and  heating. 

9,969.  Mr.  Alfred  Julius  Boult,  11,  Hatton  Garden, 
London.  Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
apparatus  for  extracting  oil  from  fish  or 
other  material. 

9,998.    Mr.  James  Peter  Olden,  5,  Hatton  Garden. 

An  improved  sauce  for  meat,  fish,  and  the 
like. 

10  089.  Mr.  Harry  Culver  Cowland,  3,  Victoria  Villas, 
'  '  Maybank-road,  South  Woodford.  Improve- 
ments in  fish  forks. 

12,685.  Miss  Sophia  Ingold  and  Mr.  Ebenener  New- 
man, 1,  Leonard-street,  Pinsbury.  "  A  metal 
hook  to  be  attached  to  fishing  lines,  rods,  or 
other  appliances  used  for  fishing  purposes." 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  H.  Greaves. — Simply  put  the  cake  of  wasp  grub 
into  a  slow  oven,  and  when  baked  sufficiently,  keep  in 
a  cool,  dry  place,  when  they  will  be  ready  for  use.  It 
does  not  matter  much  about  their  being  tuhitc. 

H.D. — (No  address.) — See  "  Angler's  Diary." 


Cortesponbence^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  ANGLER  IN  EGYPT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  wrote  to  you  some  months  ago  asking 
for  information  concerning  trout  fishing  in  Ceylon, 
which  you  kindly  gave.  I  promised  to  report  my  luck 
for  the  information  of  your  readers  who  might  be 
going  that  way. 

Circumstances,  however,  compelled  me  to  get  out  at 
Port  Said,  so  I  got  no  further  than  Egypt.  Still,  if 
there  should  be  any  fishing  there  I  determined  to  have 
a  try  for  it. 

The  Nile,  at  Cairo,  is  useless  for  the  angler,  and 
does  not  offer  chances  before  the  First  Cataracts,  where 
enormous  bass-like  fish  are  to  be  had. 

The  natives  reported  that  in  an  enormous  lake, 
Birket-el-Gurun,  which  is  situated  in  the  Fayoum, 
monster  fish  were  to  be  caught.  The  size  one  could 
not  gauge,  beyond  the  fact  "  that  one  would  feed 
thirteen  men."  This  fish  I  supposed  to  be  of  the  pike 
species,  and  so  prepared  pike  tackle,  spinning  baits, 
with  a  strong  hemp.line  on  the  reel,  and  started  ofi  on 
a  four  days'  journey  across  the  desert  by  tent  and 
camel. 

^1  After  a  somewhat  novel  journey,  we  arrived  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  which  is  thirty-four  miles  long  and 
six  and  a  half  miles  broad,  and  averages  thirteen  feet 
in  depth  in  the  middle. 

My  dragoman  made  a  bargain  with  some  Arab 
fishermen  for  the  use  of  their  boat  next  day.  On 
showing  them  my  tackle  they  shook  their  heads,  but 
it  was  impossible  to  understand  from  them  what  kind 
of  fish  inhabited  the  water.  These  fishermen  are 
almost  wild  people,  who  make  a  wretched  living  by 
their  trade,  and  their  intelligence  is  limited.  How- 
ever, they  were  right  as  it  turned  out  in  their 
prognostications. 

Nest  day  we  started  early,  and  found  their  boat  and 
three  Arab  rowers  waiting  on  the  shore.  The  boat 
was  very  primitive  and  leaked  badly.  This  was 
remedied  by  the  boatman  pulling  down  bushes  and 
throwing  them  into  the  bottom  of  the  boat ;  this  kept 
things  from  falling  into  the  water,  if  any  should  be 
dropped. 

We  then  started  off,  two  men  rowing  and  one  sitting 
down,  in  reserve,  on  the  bushes.  I  had  two  lines  out, 
one  carrying  a  spoon  bait  and  one  a  Devon  minnow — 
the  former  for  pike,  the  latter  for  perch  or  smaller  fry. 

After  rowing  for  two  hours  through  stretches  of 
water  the  boatmen  said  were  alive  with  fish — getting 
no  sign  of  a  bite — our  dragoman  said  the  men  would 
like  to  show  us  some  sport  after  their  own  methods. 
They  therefore  enjoined  perfect  silence,  and  we  rowed 
towards  the  shore,  where  the  water  was  very  shallow. 
After  the  grounding  of  the  boat — which  happened 
some  thirty  yards  from  land — three  of  them  got 
cautiously  out,  carrying  with  them  a  net. 

The  desert,  which  comes  right  down  to  the  water,  is 
fringed  with  scrub,  overhanging  the  lake  in  bunches. 
Selecting  one  of  the  larger  bushes  as  their  object,  the 
fishermen  cautiously  surrounded  the  bush  with  their 
net  and  waded  into  shore  ;  as  they  got  close  in  a  rush 
of  fish,  hundreds  apparently,  took  x'lace — the  water 
boiled  with  the  fins  of  fish  trying  to  escape  into  the 
deep,  and  very  many  escaped,  but  the  manoeuvre  was 
successful  in  that  the  net  caught  some  twenty-five  or 
thirty. 

These  fish  proved  to  be  a  species  of  perch,  but,  as 
the  water  was  brackish,  the  fish  was  not  quite  the 
same  as  its  British  congener.  It  was  paler  and  silvery, 
and  the  stripes  less  red.  They  ran  from  Jib.  to  21b., 
and  proved  splendid  eating. 

Our  dragoman  then  borrowed  niy  gaS  and  jumped 
into  the  water,  springing  among  the  bushes  and 
impaling  one  fish  after  the  other  to  his  intense  delight. 

We  then  landed,  and  the  men  pulled  up  some  bushes 
and  made  a  bonfire,  throwing  the  fish  upon  the  flames. 
When  the  blaze  had  burnt  down  the  fish  were  allowed 
to  cook  thoroughly  in  the  embers,  and  then  were  eaten 
with  great  gusto. 

These  Arabs  never  use  hook'and  line  ;  the  fish  won't 
bite.  They  are  too  lazy,  and  the  process,  even  if  they 
did,  would  be  too  slow.  The  lake  is  seething  with  this 
perch,  and  as  many  can  be  caught  with  a  net  as  a  man 
can  carry.  They  say  that  now  and  then  enormous 
specimens  fall  to  their  luck,  but  as  far  as  I  could 
gather  there  were  no  other  kinds  of  fish  but  perch,  and 
these  were  useless  for  sport. 

While  walking  along  the  desolate  desert  shore  we 
came  across  the  footmarks  of  numerous  jackals  and 
hyjenas  which  come  down  at  evening  and  early 
morning  and  snatch  these  lazy  fish  out  of  the  lake, 
where  they  wallow. in  the  shallows. 


The  heat  was  very  great,  and  we  bathed  and  rowed 
back  to  camp;  packing  up  next  day  we  arrived  after 
two  days'  journey  at  Medinot,  whore  wo  took  the' 
train  to  Cairo. 

The  expedition,  from  a  fishing  point  of  view,  was  a 
failure,  but  it  was  worth  the  trouble  it  gave  us,  though 
it  seems  now  to  have  been  a  bit  quixotic  to  go  ton 
days'  journey  by  camel  to  catch  a  pike,  and  then  not 
to  catch  it  1  Still,  it  was  another  example  of  fisher- 
man's luck,  proving  once  more  that  enjoyment  comes 
almost  as  much  from  the  attempt  to  catch  fish  as 
from  the  success.  A.  G..  Withebby. 

Ramleh,  Egypt,  May  6. 

THE  ROACH  ARE  ON  AT  GROVE  FERRY. 

Deab  Sib, — Will  you  allow  me  to  remind  your 
many  readers  that  now  is  the  time  for  the  roach  at 
Grove  Ferry  ? 

I  was  up  the  Stour  yesterday,  and  had  some 
capital  sport,  obtaining  a  bag  of  101b.  13oz.  I  caught 
one  fish  which  turned  the  scale  at  If  lb.,  and  have  two 
others  over  IJlb.,  whilst  the  remainder  are  all  of  good 
size.  The  fish  were  weighed  in  the  presence  of  the 
manager  superintending  the  building  of  the  new 
bridge,  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Dog  and  Duck 
inspected  them. 

There  were  a  good  many  other  nice  baskets,  and  I 
think  everyone  seemed  to  thoroughly  enjoy  the  lovely 
scenery  and  air.  The  keeper,  Kirby,  was  as  usual 
ready  with  every  bait  and  every  courtesy,  never 
seeming  to  be  tired  from  morning  till  night,  and 
always  gamy. 

Your  capital  paper  was  brought  to  my  notice,  and 
I  have  much  pleasm:e  in  enclosing  remittance,  for  six 
months. — Yours  truly, 

P.  A.  Beadshaw-Ishebwood, 
M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 

Ramsgate, 
Midsummer  Day,  1901. 

FISHES  OF  SWITZERLAND. 

Deab  Sir, — Referring  to  previous  correspondence 
re  the  fishes  of  Switzerland,  I  am  informed  on  good 
authority  that  there  are  huge  mudfish  in  the  Morat 
Lake,  north  of  Neuchatel,  where  they  are  sometimes 
caught  in  nets,  and  that  they  also  occur  in  the  small 
lakes  near  Sierre  in  the  Upper  Rhone  Valley. 

One  was  seen  in  the  Geneva  Exhibition,  and 
described  as  several  feet  long  with  black  skin  and  very 
small  eyes.— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

DRY  FLY  FISHING  ON  THE  TWEED. 
Deab  Sib, — In  following  your  account  of  "  Tweed 
fishing,"  I  have  been  specially  interested  in  the  part 
relating  to  fishing  three  flies  drtj.  For  years  I  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing  so,  in  spite  of  criticism, 
partly  just,  as  to  the  danger  of  losing  fish  from  the 
unoccupied  flies  catching  in  weeds.  In  mountain 
streams  I  have  found  them  more  apt  to  catch  in  other 
fish,  but,  of  course,  in  thickly-weeded  streams  it  is 
inadvisable. 

I  think,  also,  that  the  strike  by  a  "  wrist  turn  "  on 
seeing  the  "  yellow  flash  "  is  most  important.  Scotch 
fishers,  I  believe,  do  so  by  instinct ;  and  this  partly 
explains  their  wonderful  success  on  their  own  waters. 

Certainly,  if  anything  will  take  Scotch  trout  it  is 
Greenwell's  Glory,  but  for  floating  fly  I  have  found 
the  Olives  and  Hare's  Ear  better. 

On  the  Annan,  however,  and  such  like  rivers,  the 
dry  fly  system,  though  always  yielding  fish  under 
suitable  conditions,  seems  to  involve  an  amount  of 
trouble  disproportionate  to  the  size  of  the  fish  taken, 
after,  perhaps,  a  long  siege. 

Sometimes  the  three  dry  flies  are  very  successful 
among  the  herling,  when  the  weather  and  water  are 
too  bright  for  the  wet  fly  to  be  of  much  use. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Paul  Tayloe. 


-CHAR  PISHING. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  oblige  me  by  recommending  a  good 
work  on  the  above,  and  upon  the  natural  history  of 
the  char  ? 

These  lakes  teem  with  them,  but  their  capture  in 
good  numbers  is  an  event  of  rare  occurrence.  Until 
about  seven  or  eight  years  ago  the  only  method  of 
taking  them  adopted  here  was  by  means  of  the  net  at 
the  commencement  of  the  spawning  season,  when  they 
abounded  in  shoals  near  the  mouths  of  the  streams 
that  issue  into  the  lakes. 

When  this  unsportsmanlike  system  came  to  be 
abolished,  the  char  had  peace  for  some  years,  until 
one  day  a  lucky  angler  found  to  his  joy  that  they  took 
the  worm  in  certain  spots  on  the  lake — the  Padarn. 
This  resulted  in  many  a  basket  of  sixty  of  seventy 
char  being  taken  in  a  day,  and  it  was  no  unusual 
sight  to  find  about  twenty-five  boats  all  anchored 
within  a  radius  of  about  fifty  yards,  each  containing 
two,  three,  or  four  occupants  engaged  in  fishing.  The 
fish  average  about  four  to  the  pound,  and  are  taken  in 
greatest  numbers  from  the  middle  of  August  to  the 
end  of  October. 

Strangely  enough,  about  four  years  ago  the  fish 


went  "shy"  of  the  worm,  preferring  gentles.  This 
is  now  the  only  means  of  capture  ;  but  with  the  latter 
bait  the  season  begins  in  July,  a  valuable  extension  of 
a  month.  One  would  be  laughed  at  some  time  ago 
for  attempting  the  sport  in  July.  A  few  of  the  more 
ardent  fishermen  are  now  searching  the  deep  waters 
for  the  shoals,  but  have  as  yet  met  with  no  success. 

I  must  allude  to  one  point  of  difference  in  the 
method  of  fishing  for  char  at  present  to  that  in  vogue 
a  few  years  back.  Now  in  the  early  season  they 
abound  in  very  deep  water  (I  fished  last  year  with  a 
twenty-five  yard  line  and  took  two  baskets  the  same 
day),  but  when  the  worm  was  used  they  were  fished 
in  the  shallow  part  of  the  lake. — Yours  truly, 

Llanberis.  D.  W.  Thomas. 

[We  know  no  book  on  char  fishing  specially,  but  it 
is  referred  to  in  many  books. — Ed.] 


THE  "AMATEUR  ANGLER'S"  CUCKOO. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Juno  20  (page  436) 
there  is  a  note  from  Mr.  Carter  Platts  about  the  cuckoo. 

I  have  noticed  that  this  bird  invariably  finishes  up 
his  pleasant  but  monotonous  ditty  with  "  cuck  "  or 
"gook,"  the  commencement  being  a  very  faint  "  oo," 
which  can  only  be  caught  by  listening  very  intently. 

The  clockmaker  knew  what  he  was  about,  and  was 
right,  and  the  matron  knew  just  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

On  asking  at  least  a  score  of  villagers  here  if  they 
had  ever  noticed  the  termination  of  the  song,  they  al  1 
said  "  no,"  and  very  few  had  ever  seen  the  bird  ;  but  one 
observant  individual  stated  that  it  was  metamorphosed 
into  a  hawk  in  the  autumn  I 

The  bird  was  heard  here  yesterday,  which  is  rather 
late  ;  but  on  August  9,  1875,  I  saw  one  at  Hampton,  in 
Middlesex,  and  on  September  9,  1881,  I  saw  one  at 
Stalham  in  this  county,  which  is  the  very  latest  date 
I  have  noticed  or  heard  of. — Yours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

The. Lodge,  Brundall,  Norwich. 


THE  GRAY  LOCK-JOINT. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  in  your  issue  of  June  29 
that  a  "  new "  lock-joint  has  been  brought  out  by 
Messrs.  Gray  &  Co.,  of  Inverness.  We  enclose  for 
your  perusal  the  specification  and  drawings  of  this 
same  fitting,  and  for  which  we  made  application  for  a 
patent  some  years  ago.  The  fitting  seemed  to  us  at 
the  time  to  be  a  good  one,  but  we  found  after  fitting  it 
to  our  rods  for  a  year  or  two  that  it  was  not  liked 
much,  and  therefore  discontinued  its  use.  We  thought 
it  best  to  let  you  know  at  once  about  the  circumstances, 
as  if  Messrs.  Gray  have  purchased  the  idea  from  any- 
one we  are  afraid  they  have  not  received  much  value 
for  the  money. — Yours  faithfully, 

6,  Crooked-lane,  E.G.  Eaton  and  Deller. 

[The  drawings  and  description  which  Messrs. 
Eaton  &  Deller  send  appear  to  be  very  similar  indeed 
to  those  Messrs.  Gray  sent  us,  and  certainly  the 
principle  is  exactly  the  same.  In  Messrs.  Gray's  the 
catch  is  guarded  better  than  in  the  other. — Ed.] 


HOLIDAY  FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sib, — Allow  me  to  recommend  to  your  corre- 
spondent "  Mahseer,"  "Bennett's  Handbook  to  Nor- 
way "  (Simpkin,  2s.  6d.),  which  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
most  practical,  besides  being  the  cheapest,  issued.  It 
contains  sixteen  very  clearly  printed  and  up-to-date 
maps,  and  a  very  useful  chapter  on  fishing  and  shooting, 
of  which  "  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  routes 
under  every  station  where  sport  is  to  be  had." — Yours 
truly,  F.  E.  Longley. 


CHEAP  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING.  ■ 
Dear  Sir, — Cheap  fishing  is  not  generally  good,  but 
"  A.  T."  might  be  able  to  select  likely  localities  in  the 
United  Kingdom  by  consulting  the  "  Anglers'  Diary 
and  Tourist  Fisherman's  Gazetteer,"  published  at  the 
Field  office. 

The  Esk  at  Whitby  and  the  Derwent  and  Cocker  at 
Cockermouth  afiord  fair  autumn  salmon  fishing  at 
very  moderate  cost,  but  I  am  not  sure  if  the  Esk 
Angling  Association  grant  tickets  to  visitors,  or 
whether  a  yearly  membership  is  required.  Carlisle 
would  be  a  likely  place  for  trout,  sea-trout,  and  salmon 
(the  latter  mostly  in  autumu),  with  tickets  from  the 
Carlisle  Angling  Association,  and  ea,sy  access  to  the 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle,  fishable  from  Langholm, 
Longtown,  Canonbie,  or  Metal  Bridge,  by  tickets  from 
the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association.  At  Annan, 
in  Dumfriesshire,  sport  is  also  obtainable  on  moderate 
terms.  The  upper  waters  of  the  Tweed  afford  good 
trout-fishing,  free,  I  believe,  from  Peebles  upwards,  and 
in  many  parts  below,  with  the  chance  of  a  salmon  in 
autumn. 

There  are  many  suitable  places  in  Ireland.  Sport 
should  now  be  getting  good  at  Ballina,  where  the 
proprietors  of  the  fishery  give  leave  to  the  angler  on 
condition  of  giving  up  the  salmon  or  grilse  caught,  so 
there  is  only  the  boatman  to  pay.  Sport  can  also  be 
had  on  this  same  jSIov  river,  and  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen  by  staying  at  hotels  at  Foxford,  Pontoon,  and 
other  stations.  Varied  sport  at  Oughterard,  Cong,  and 
other  places  on  Lough  Corrib,  while  a  rod  can  occa- 


16 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  6,  1901 


sionally  be  had  on  the  prolific  waters  at  Galway. 
Salmon  licences  vary  from  ten  shillings  to  twenty 
shillings  per  annum  in  England,  and  are  twenty 
shillings  in  Ireland;  there  is  no  licence  in  Scotland. 

As  to  a  handbook  to  fly-fishing  with  coloured  plates, 
the  Editor  will  doubtless  be  able  to  advise,  but  a  novice 
will  learn  more  by  the  waterside,  with  a  few  practical 
lessons  from  local  fishermen,  than  from  books. 

The  general  subject  of  angling  quarters,  etc.,  is  too 
large  for  a  full  reply  in  these  columns,  but  if  "  A.  T." 
likes  to  write  to  me  privately,  through  the  Editor,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  him  any  further  information  in 
my  power. — Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais. 


WORMS,  BURNS,  "BASTARDS,"  ETC. 

Deak  Sib, — I  should  like  to  know  if  Mr.  Hendry 
really  fancied  there  was  any  advantage  in  "  laying 
out  "  the  worms  as  mentioned  in  your  last  paper,  "  On 
the  Tweed  in  May."  Most  decidedly  an  all-alive-and- 
kicking  worm  is  far  more  tempting  than  one  alive 
even,  but  a  bit  comatose.  Lately  I  noticed  some  one 
queried  whether  keeping  them  in  moss  more  than  a 
few  days  was  advisable.  On  that  point,  however,  I 
may  remark  that  for  a  few  years  now  I  have  been 
supplied  by  Mr.  Wells,  Edinburgh,  with  worms  when 
wanted,  and  they  have  'always  been  in  a  lively  state 
when  opened,  though  the  distance  by  post  has  reached 
three  hundred  miles — Auld  Reekie  to  Bettws-y-coed. 

Be  Burns  and  angling.  I  once  picked  up  a  little  book 
called,  I  think,  "The  Streams  and  Rivers  of  the 
Scottish  Border."  It! was  a  most  curious  dish-up,  and 
quite  amusing.  There  wasn't  a  great  deal  about  the 
streams,  but  a  good  deal  about  good  dinners,  and  what 
somebody  said  at  dinner.  The  fact  of  the  "  Bard  of 
Ayr"  going  fishing  in  the  Nith  with  a  huge  broad- 
sword by  his  side  was  mentioned,  and,  as  far  as  I 
remember,  "our  author"  remarked:  "The  fact  that 
the  poet  now  wore  the  weapon  frequently  was  indica- 
tion that  the  splendid  intellect  was  giving  way;  the 
fact  that  he  went  fishing  at  all  was  certainly  strongly 
suspicious  of  such  being  the  case  "  t 

That  curious  trick  of  the  salmon  in  stupidly  watch- 
ing your  fly  go  sailing  overhead  for  half-an-hour  at  a 
stretch  and  then,  when  you  cease,  showing  at  the 
surface  of  the  water  is  another  of  those  mysteries 
which  his  lordship  always  seems  to  keep  up  his  sleeve. 
The  other  day  at  Bettws  I  had  flogged  away  in  the 
dusk  a  while,  and  presently  whipped  off  the  only  fly 
I  had  with  me  in  the  grass  behind.  Couldn't  find  it, 
so  smoked  to  the  accompaniment  of  the  "  beetle's 
droning  flight "  (good  old  Gray's  elegy  !),  when  lo  I  a 
twenty-pounder,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  rolled  to  the  top 
of  the  water  and  rolled  down  again.  My  own  belief 
is  that  he  wants  to  have  a  look  as  to  what  you  are  up  to 
next.  Oh,  for  a  snapshot  of  "  Silver  Grey"  when  he 
read  in  his  last  Eden  notes,  "  The  fly  and  bastard  at 
night  has  been  the  best  game." — Yours  truly. 

Ye  Otteb. 


FISHING  AT  SCHWALBACH,  NASSAU. 

Sib, — I  see  from  the  Anglers'  Diary  that  the  land- 
lord of  the  Hotel  Metropole  at  Schwalbach  rents  over 
twenty  miles  of  water  for  his  guests.  Can  you  tell  me 
if  the  fishing  is  any  good  ? — Yours  truly, 

Englishman. 

[Perhaps  some  reader  who  has  tried  the  fishing  will 
kindly  answer  this  enquiry. — Ed.] 


WRINKLES  WANTED. 
Deab  Sie, — In  your  issue  of  June  22,  page  414,  is  the 

oUowing  par. :  "  In  the  H  ,  Mr.  W         killed  a 

fine  trout,  and  on  its  being  opened  was  found  to  be 
full  of  fresh-water  wrinkles."  I  write  to  ask  if  it  is 
necessary  to  catch  the  trout  one's  self  in  order  to  get 
the  benefit  of  the  wrinkles.  I  cannot  get  away  to  go 
fishing,  but  would  go  to  my  fishmonger  and  buy  a 
trout  if  I  thought  that  on  opening  it  I  should  be  found 
full  of  wrinkles.  If  your  correspondent  means  that 
the  wrinkles  were  in  the  trout  and  not  in  Mr.  W.  (as 
he  says),  can  they  be  preserved,  and  if  so  will  he  send 
some  on  to  Pebplexed. 


WHAT  IS  BEST  ARTIFICIAL  BAIT  ? 

Sie, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  could  advise  me  as  to  which  is  really 
considered  the  best  artificial  bait  for  Salmo  ferox  ;  I 
refer  more  especially  to  the  Scotch  lochs  which  hold 
them,  such  as  Lochs  Rannoch,  Awe,  or  Brrochd. 
Personally,  I  think  the  natural  bait  on  an  Archer 
spinner  the  best,  but  one  is  sometimes  in  a  position 
where  it  cannot  readily  be  got. 

As  my  experience  of  ferox  is  pretty  well  confined  to 
Ireland,  I  should  be  grateful  for  any  information  as  to 
what  probability  of  sport  there  is  in  Scotland,  say,  for 
instance,  at  Loch  Rannoch. — Yours  very  truly, 

Langholm.  R.  E. 


CLEAN  AND  UNCLEAN  SALMON. 
Deab  Sie, — Being  a  reader  of  your  valuable  paper 
relating  to  angling  matters,  would  you  be  so  kind  as 
to  allow  me  to  state  these  valuable  points  to  my 


fellow  anglers  of  the  north  and  south  through  your 
columns  of  letters.    For  "  Scotch  Reel." 

1.  What  are  baggot  salmon,  grilse,  and  salmon  trout  ? 
Answer  :  Fish  full  of  spawn.  Considered  clean  ? — Yes. 
Unspawned  fish  ? — Yes,  sanctioned  by  law  to  be  taken 
by  rod  from  Sept.  15  till  Nov.  30  on  the  Tweed. 

2.  What  are  salmon  and  grilse  kelts,  and  trout 
kelts  ?  Answer  :  Spawned  fish.  Unclean  ? — Yes. 
Spent  fish,  foul  fish,  forbidden  by  law  to  be  taken  ? — 
Yes. 

3.  Are  all  fish  clean  till  they  have  spawned  ? 
Answer  :  Yes.    They  are  all  clean. 

4.  Are  there  any  marks  on  an  unclean  fish  to  go  by  ? 
Answer  :  Yes,  two.  They  are  long  and  thin ;  vent  red 
and  inflamed. 

5.  Are  there  any  "marks  on  clean  fish  to  go  by  ? 
Answer  :  Yes,  only  one.    Vent  clean  and  white. 

6.  What  are  kipper  salmon  and  kippef  grilse  ? 
Answer  :  Male  fish  only,  for  curing  purposes. 

7.  What  mark  distinguishes  the  male  from  the 
female  '?  Answer  :  Males  have  gibs  on  the  under  jaw, 
females  none. 

8.  Can  any  spawn  be  taken  from  a  fish  after  it  has 
fully  spawned?  Answer:  No.  The  true  verdict  is, 
then,  it  is  unclean,  but  not  before  that  ? — No. 

9.  When  are  any  of  these  three  kinds  unclean  ? 
Immediately  they  leave  the  spawning  beds  ? — Yes. 
Not  before  ? — No. 

10.  Can  any  salmon  angler  be  taken  in  with  an  un- 
clean fish  from  December  till  April  20,  say  ?  Answer  : 
Yes.  How  ?  He  is  fishing  with  fly  ;  one  of  these  fish 
takes  his  fly,  he  runs  it,  plays  it,  lands  it,  fells  it, 
looks  at  the  vent  nice  and  clean,  and  puts  it  in  the 
creel.  The  answer  is,  the  fish  felt  inclined  to  stay  in 
the  river  instead  of  going  to  the  sea  after  having 
spawned  and  been  well  fed  in  the  river.  This  is 
what  is  called  a  well-mended  kelt.  Let  the  angler 
look  into  his  creel  half  an  hour  afterwards  or  so.  He 
will  find  the  fish  has  fallen  in  below  the  pectoral  fore 
fins.  Has  the  fish  taken  the  angler  in  or  the  angler 
taken  the  fish  in  ?  The  former  answer  will  and  should 
settle  the  case  in  point  in  favour  of  the  angler's  creel. 

11.  Has  there  been  anyone  taken  in  by  such? — Yes, 
scores.  Fishermen  who  get  their  bread  by  the 
industry  of  the  salmon  nets  are  often  taken  in  in  the 
springtime.  I  have  been  taken  in ;  my  teacher  has 
been  taken  in  ;  Mr.  Hardy  of  Alnwick  also. 

12.  Query  :  Who  ever  saw  any  unclean  thing  come 
out  of  clean  cold  water  ? 

"  Scotch  Reel's"  first  clause  of  his  fourth  question 
is  right.  In  answer  to  his  latter  clause — It  is  the  best 
place  the  fish  can  get  to  spawn.  His  fifth  question  is — 
Do  they  spawn  every  season  ? — Yes,  those  who  have 
not  been  trapped  by  rod  or  net.  I  think  I  have  given 
satisfaction  to  him  regarding  kelts.  In  answer  to  his 
eighth  question — Salmon  and  grilse  have  forked  tails  ; 
salmon  trout,  sea-trout,  bull  trout,  and  whitlings  have 
straight  or  square  tails. 

A  salmon  bows  down  when  hooked,  but  a  salmon 
trout  keeps  up  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and  jumps 
out  occasionally.  Again,  salmon  are  darker  on  the 
back  than  the  salmon  trout.  The  salmon  trout  have 
the  most  marks,  or  spots,  below  the  centre  line  which 
is  found  on  a  great  many  fish,  etc. 

I  could  give  many  instances  to  prove  that  the  three 
kinds  do  feed  in  fresh  water.  One,  for  instance,  by 
the  way.  We  should  have  no  well-mended  kelts  in 
the  spring  time  if  they  did  not  feed  in  the  fresh  water. 
Hoping  "  Scotch  Reel  "  will  be  satisfied  with  these 
few  remarks,  which  have  been  quoted  from  no  book, 
but  which  I  know  from  careful  study  and  knowledge 
during  my  angling  career,  being  learned  from  my 
youth  by  my  teacher,  who  has  given  his  evidence  before 
judges  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  they  declared 
his  was  the  best. — Yours  truly,  John  Peecy. 

Gateshead. 


A  PERMANENT  OLIVE  OR  BRONZE  GREEN 
WOOD  STAIN  WANTED. 

Deae  Sie, — Can  any  of  your  experts  instruct  me 
how  to  stain  permanently  Washaba  an  olive  or  bronze 
green  ?  My  friends  in  the  colour  trade  give  it  up. 
Have  not  yet  ,met  with  any  "  Red  Kranji,"  although 
promised  some  from  Liverpool,  and  also  some  of 
another  excellent  timber  from  Australia  now  being 
used  in  the  making  of  railway  carriages.  Should  you 
care  to  know  I  shall  write  you  result  of  my  inquiries 
and  experiments  ;  it  might  interest  other  amateurs. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Machduibh. 

[Shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  the  results  of  our  corre- 
spondent's experiments. — Ed.] 


NATURAL  ENEMIES  OF  YOUNG  FISH— A 
WATER  SHREW  KILLS  TROUT  FRY. 

Deab  Sib, — In  Mr.  C.  E.  Walker's  new  book,  in 
referring  to  the  enemies  of  young  fish,  an  interesting 
illustration  shows  a  larva  of  Dytiscus  devouring  a 
young  trout.  The  larva  of  the  large  dragon-fly  may 
be  added  to  the  list.  In  an  aquarium  containing  two 
of  these  larvae  (JEsclmida),  one  of  them  seized  a 
passing  yearling  goldfish  about  one  and  a  quarter 
inch  long,  and  I  had  some  difficulty  in  making  it 
relinquish  its  hold.    They  have  since  kille(i  four  more 


of  these  fish ;  the  harmless  appearance  of  the  insect, 
as  it  lies  quietly  in  wait,  the  jaws  being  hidden  until 
they  dart  out  to  seize  the  prey,  make  it  the  more 
dangerous. 

I  also  noticed  last  year  in  a  fry  pond  some  Loch 
Leven  fry,  which  had  been  turned  QUt  of  the  hatchery, 
were  resting  on  the  bottom  ;  a  water  shrew  appeared 
from  a  hole  in  the  bank  just  imder  water,  and,  running 
along  the  bottom  with  surprising  agility,  seized  a 
small  trout  and  disappeared  in  its  hole  ;  this  happened 
twice  in  three  minutes.  As  it  is  probable  there  was  a 
hungry  young  family  to  be  fed  in  a  nest  in  the  hole, 
it  may  be  imagined  to  what  extent  the  weaker  fry 
would  be  thinned. — Yours  truly,     Waltee  Baily, 

Malvern  Wells, 


FISHING  AT  GLAN  CONWAY. 
Deae  Sie, — Will  any  of  your  correspondents  kindly 
give  me  information  as  to  the  sea  and  river  fishing  at 
Glan  Conway  and  the  coast  up  to  Chester  and  at 
Chester. — Yours  truly,  Ladbell. 


THE  TWISTING  WORM. 
Sie, — I  agree  with  those  correspondents  who  hold 
that  the  only  way  to  prevent  a  strong  worm  twisting 
itself  into  a  knot  is  to  drop  it  into  the  water  as  soon 
as  possible.  There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  I  am 
in  doubt  about.  The  famous  Dickie  Routledge,  of 
Carlisle,  used  to  declare  that  trout  would  take  a  worm 
twisted  up  into  a  ball  as  readily  as  any  other,  tod  he 
never  bothered  to  untwist  them.  Dickie,  though, 
sometimes  chaffed,  and  I  never  had  sufficient  con- 
fidence in  his  statement  to  give  it  a  thorough  trial. — 
Yours,  etc.,  Geeta. 


WHEN  WAS  THE  DRY  PLY  FIRST 
DESCRIBED? 

Deab  Sie, — A  propos  of  the  date  of  the  earliest 
references  in  angling  literature  to  dry  fly  fishing,  I 
feel  impelled  to  quote  from  the  second  edition  (pub- 
lished in  1853)  of  Stoddart's  "  Anglers'  Companion  to 
the  Rivers  and  Lochs  of  Scotland  "  a  paragraph  which 
may  be  in  the  first  edition  : — 

"  There  is  a  single  matter  of  experience  with  respect 
to  fly  fishing  in  clear  streams  and  among  cunning 
trout  which  I  feel  induced  to  speak  of.  It  involves,  I 
may  mention,  not  the  least  important  of  the  hundred 
secrets  of  the  art.  Every  practical  fly  fisher  must 
have  met  with  instances  where  the  first  cast  of  the  day 
proved  the  most  successful  one ;  at  any  rate,  it  is  by 
no  means  uncommon  at  the  very  start  of  a  forenoon's 
sport  to  raise  and  capture  a  good  trout,  after  which 
feat  for  a  long  space  of  time  not  a  single  fin  will 
stir  towards  the  fly.  This  on  many  occasions  is  the 
result  of  accident,  but  it  may  be  accounted  for  on 
others  by  the  fact  that  the  artificial  fly  before 
the  feathers  of  which  it  has  been  made  up  have 
imbibed  moisture  is  more  likely  to  attract  a  watchful 
trout  towards  it  than  when  these  have  been  soaked 
through  and  deprived  of  their  original  lightness.  It 
descends,  when  properly  hove,  to  the  surface  of  the 
stream  or  pool  like  the  natural  insect,  and  appears  to 
disport  itself  in  the  same  manner ;  whereas,  when 
thoroughly  wetted,  its  descents  and  motions,  although 
artistically  managed,  are  wanting  in  that  degree  of 
gossamer  waywardness  which  is  more  enticing  on 
some  loccasions  to  cunning  trout  than  are  the  more 
regarded  requisites  of  size  and  colour.  Under  such 
circumstances,  therefore — that  is,  where  the  fly  fisher 
has  to  deal  with  subtle  trout  in  clear,  glassy  streams 
— it  is  not  an  unusual  practice,  on  recovering  the 
line,  and  before  re-casting,  to  describe  a  figure  of 
eight,  twice  or  thrice  successively,  in  the  air  with  the 
fly  cast,  in  order  to  relieve  the  plumage  of  the  hooks 
of  the  moisture  imbibed.  Upon  this  practice,  or 
'  dodge,'  as  some  might  choose  to  term  it,  a  good 
deal  of  stress  is  laid  by  the  fishers  of  certain  rivers 
both  in  England  and  Wales.  I  may  mention,  how- 
ever, that,  in  the  adoption  of  it,  only  one  fly  hook  is 
generally  used  ;  a  light  single-handed  rod  is  necessary, 
and  the  line  should  be  of  extreme  fineness  and  neatly 
tapered  off." 

lam  sure  I  have  seen  the  "  dodge  "  advocated  in 
some  writing  much  earlier  than  1858,  but  I  cannot  at 
the  moment  say  where.  This,  however,  is  the  earliest 
reference  that  I  know  of  to  the  practice  of  dry  fly 
fishing  by  a  school  of  anglers. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 


CHUB  TAKES  A  WATER  RAT. 

Deae  Sib, — Fishing  the  Coventry  Angling  Society's 
water  on  opening  day,  I  landed  a  chub,  weight  31b., 
in  the  stomach  of  which  I  found  a  good-sized  water 
rat.  It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  through  the 
Fishing  Oazette  if  a  chub  has  been  known  to  take 
anything  of  the  kind  before  ? — Yours  truly, 

Joseph  Stoeee. 

[As  Mr.  Storer  caught  the  fish  and  is  himself  a  fish 
preserver,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  story.  We 
never  heard  of  a  chub  swallowing  a  water  rat  before. 
^-Ed.] 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


July  13,  1901 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  25.] 

THE  FiSHiNo  GAZETTE  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Eailway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
lacUe  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
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TEOUT  FISHING  IN  NOEWAY. 
IN  BEATSBEEG  AMT. 


To  those  who  have  not  yet  paid  a  visit  to 
^orway,  who  have  not  unlimited  time  at  their 
disposal,  and  who  wish  to  enjoy  some  trout  fishing 
together  with  magnificent  mountain,  forest,  lake 
a^dnyer  scenery,  I  would  say,  "  Try  Thelemarken." 
Otastiania  is  a  by  no  means  delectable  spot,  and 
little  IS  gamed  by  going  there ;  it  is  much  better  to 
leave  the  English  boat  at  Christiansand  (thirtv  to 
thirty-six  hours'  run  from  Hull)  and  there  get  on 
board  one  of  the  Norwegian  fjord  steamers  that 
run    mdenskjaers  "  (inside  the  belt  of  islands  that 
fringe  the  coast)  to  Skien-some  twelve  hours, 
i he  route  is  an  exceedingly  pretty  one,  and  infinitelv 
more  mterestmg  than  that  pursued  by  the  steamers 
runiung  direct  to  Christiania,  which,  of  course, 
avoid  the  intricate  channels  along  the  coast  as 
much  as  possible,  standing  out  to  sea  and  up  the 
centre  of  the  broad  Christiania  Fjord.    At  Armdal 
the  N  id   one  of  the  two  prmcipal  streams  that 
drain  the  innumerable  lakes  and  tarns  of  Thele- 
marken, enters  the  sea;  it  has  a  course  of  some 
^00  kilometres,  and  the  area  of  its  watershed 
is  nearly  4000  square  kUometres.     The  salmon 
tshenes  at  its  mouth  are  of  some  value,  but  the 
migratory  fish   do  not  ascend  it  for  a^y  great 
distance,  and  it  is  by  no  means  a  first-class  anlling 
river.  °  ° 

From  Armdal  the  traveller  may  proceed,  should 
he  choose,  up  the  valley  of  the  river  to  Hvideseid 
on  the  great  Bandak  Lake,  a  journey  of  rather 
more  than  140  kilometres  (say  100  EngUsh  mHes)! 
^nTnf^Ti,  ^^^^""^  interesting.  Thus  at  the 

end  of  the  sheet  of  water  called  "  Nelaagfjord," 
beaver  are  said  stUl  to  exist,  and  the  passlge-hi 
a  small  steamer-up  the  Nisservand  (whence  the 
fivf  uir'^'-i  ^}^^^^g-  This  great  lake,  thirtv- 
fi^e  kilometres  (say  twenty-five  English  miles)  in 
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length,  contains  a  vast  quantity  of  fish,  but  it  is 
too  big  and  unmanageable;  nevertheless  there  is 
some  very  fair  fly  fishing  in  it,  to  obtain  which 
it  is  only  necessary  to  secure  quarters  at  some 
of  the  various  prettily-situated  "  gaards  "  on  its 
shores. 

The  Nisservand  is  connected  by  a  short  piece  of 
river,  which  is  "locked,"  with  another  fine  lake 
the  Vraavand,  on  the  lower  and  middle  part  of 
which  I  have  captured  some  good  trout  both  with 
the   fly  and   by  trolling.     Up   this   loch  amid 
beautiful   scenery,   the  little   steamer,  stopping 
every  here  and  there  at  a  farm,  makes  her  way  to 
the  top,  where  the  main  confluent  enters.  Here, 
amid   pine   forests   and   mountains,   stands  the 
solitary  hotel  (or  "  Sanatorimn  ")  called  Vraaliosen, 
where  excellent  accommodation  and  food  can  be 
obtamed.     Within  ten  minutes'  walk  the  river 
forms  the  fine  fall  called  "  Lille  Ejukan  Foss,"  and 
then  dashes  down  a  narrow  rocky  channel  into  the 
loch  below.    In  the  upper  portions  of  this  water 
system  there  are  considerable  tracts  of  forest,  and 
It  is  a  fine  sight  to  see  the  pine  logs  come  hurtlmg 
over  the  fall  when  in  the  month  of  June  the  river 
IS  m  top  snow-flood.    The  fly  fishing  in  the  nei^h- 
bourhood  of  Vraaliosen  ought  to  be  good  as  there 
IS  any  amount  of  water  ;  unfortunately,  such  is  not 
the  case,  however,  and  only  by  making  a  long 
day  on  the  big  lake  can  one  make  a  fair  bag 
occasionally.    About  an  English  mile  above,  the 
river  issues  from  another  extensive  lake  called  Skra 
Vand,  but  on  the  river  which  enters  the  latter 
there  is  an  extensive  copper  mine,  the  discharge 
from  which  has  undoubtedly  done  much  harm  to 
the  river  and  lakes  below.    In  the  spring  of  1900 
the  working  of  this  mine  ceased,  and  should  this 
state  of  matters  continue— as,  it  may  be  added,  is 
probable— the  angling  all  about  here  is  pretty  sure 
to  improve  very  quickly,  as  in  former  days  the 
trout  m  Skra  Vand  used  to  be  large  and  numerous, 
and  the  recuperative  qualities  of  these  mountain 
water  systems  are  great. 

Should  the  traveller  not  care  for  the  long  drive 
from  Armdal,  he  can  reach  the  centre  of  Thele- 
marken by  contmuing  on  board  the  Christiansand 
steamer  to  Skien,  and  proceed  thence  by  way  of 
the  wonderful  series  of  lochs  by  which  small 
steamers  are  now  enabled  to  pass  from  salt  water 
to  Dalen  at  the  head.of  the  Bandak  Lake. 

Skien  has  not  many  attractions.  Three  or  four 
miles  to  the  north  stands  Fossum,  the  beautiful 
seat  ot  the  ancient.family  of  Lovenskjold,  and  there 
are  two  or  three  pretty  walks;  but  the  wayfarer 
who  must  needs  make  a  couple  of  days'  stay  had 
better  spend  one  of  them  at  Eidanger,  a  charming 
spot  situated  on  the  fjord  of  the  same  name,  which 
Imin     ^^^^^^^  (very  slow) 

The  SMens  Ely  is  a  splendid  stream,  and  at  the 
town  It  forms  two  falls,  the  Kloster  Foss  and  the 
Damfoss,  over  which  in  spring  pours  a  tremendous 
volume  of  water.  Among  the  hundreds  of  lakes 
which  It  drains  may  be  named  the  Nordsjo 
^wenty-eight  kUometres  in  length),  the  Tins  o 
Hitterdal  s  Vand,  Bandak  Vand,  far  distant  Totak 
(more  than  2000  feet  above  sea  level)  buried 
amid  the  gloomy  mountains  of  Upper  Thelemarken 
and  remote  Mjosvand  (finest  of  trout  lakes),  from 
which  the  Maane  flows,  and  in  its  passage  down 

?nn  mighty  leap  of 

700  odd  feet  called  the  Ejukan  Foss. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  so  small  a  portion  of  this 
great  river  is  accessible  to  salmon.    At  one  of  the 
bkien  fosses  a  ladder  has  been  in  existence  for 
some  years,  over  which  a  few  migratory  fish,  no 
doubt,  pass  ;  but  it  does  not  avail  greatly',  for  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  whether  the  fosses  and  locks  at 
bkotsfoss— not  more  than  a  couple  of  miles  above 
—do  not  constitute  an  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  their  further  progress  even  into  the  Nordsjo 
immediately  above.    In  no  case  is  it  at  all  likely 
that  a  way  will  be  found  for  the  migi-atory  Salmon- 
idffi  up  the  series  of  falls  and  locks  which  connect 
the  last-named  sheet  of  water  with  the  Bandak 
l^ake,  but,  apart  fr-om  other  tributaries,  the  great 
river  which  descends  from  the  Tinsjii  at  Notoden 
would  form  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  salmon- 
producmg  reaches  of  this  important  water  system, 
were  an  effectual  fish  pass  constructed  at  Sko'tsfoss. 
10  visit  the  famous  Ejukan  Foss  is  incumbent  on 
the  wayfarer  in  this  part  of  Norway,  even  if  his 
object  be  the  all-important  one  of  angling  and  not 
mere  sight-seeing  only.    From  above  the  falls  at 
biaen  a  small  steamer  starts  at  7  a.m  which 
passes  up  the  beautiful  Nordsjo  and  the  Sauer 
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river  that  connects  it  with  the  Hitterdal's  Vand 
(fourteen  kilometres  in  Icngtli),  and  Notoden  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tinne  river  is  reached  in  five  hours. 
In  the  Sauer  river  there  are  a  few  trout  and  so 
also  in  the  Tinne,  but  on  this  route  there  is  not 
much  fly-fishmg  until  one  comes  to  Tinnoset,  where 
there  is  a  comfortable  inn,  some  tliirty  odd  kilo- 
metres from  Notoden,  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
imsjo     Here  some  fair  sport  may  still  be  had, 
but  not  nearly  so  good  as  in  former  days,  when  lots 
of  trout  running  fi-om  one  to  three  pounds  apiece 
could  be  caught  both  with  fly  and  minnow.  There 
are  very  heavy  and  dangerous  rapids  here,  and 
tatal  accidents  have  happened  more  than  once.  It 
IS  hardly  necessary,  therefore,  to  say  that  the 
stranger  had  better  not  venture  near  them  on  his 
own  account.     By  another  little   steamer,  the 
&au8ta,  the  traveller  proceeds  to  Strand,  on  the 
Vest  Fjord,  the  principal  arm  of  the  lake,  and  here 
as  also  at  several  other  points  on  this  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  some  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had 
The  mighty  Foss  is  an  easy  drive  from  here,  and  a 
stay  of  at  least  two  or  three  days  at  the  excellent 
hotel  close  by  is  necessary  to  enable  the  traveller 
to  thoroughly  appreciate  this  tremendous  work  of 
nature.    The  payment  of  one  krone  per  day  will 
enable  him  to  fish  for  three  days  (only)  on  the 
Maane  river  where  it  leaves  the  Mjosvand.  This 
last-named  extensive  sheet  of  water  lies  in  the 
midst  of  a  very  wild  country  and  is  probably  the 
best  loch  for  trout  in  the  whole  of  Thelemarken  ; 
portions  of  it  are,  however,  in   private  hands' 
and  owing  to  the   height    above   sea-le^•eI  at 
which  it   lies— nearly  ,3000  feet  — it   does  not 
fish   before  July,   and  better  still  in  August. 
Should    the    weather    be    favourable    and  he 
not  encumbered  with  luggage,  the  traveller  can 
proceed  from  Hohik,  where  the  Maane  leaves 
the  lake,  across  the  fjelds,  a  jom-ney  of  fifteen  or 
six-teen  hours,  to  Midgaarden,  in  Eanland,  on  the 
shores  of  the  Totak  Vand,  a  great  lake  situated 
amid  grand  but  somewhat  gloomy  mountains.  It 
contains  abimdance  of  trout,  but  is  too  deep  in 
most  parts  for  successful  fly-fishing ;  on  the  river 
which  runs  out  of  it,  however,  and  upon  some 
smaller  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood  upon  which 
Mr.  Lensmand  Kundsen  (who  puts  up  guests  at  his 
house)  has  the  rights,  good  sport  may  be  obtained. 
Hence  a  day's  dri^ing— the  first  part  over  a  very  bad 
road— brings   the  traveller  to  Laardal,  the'  last 
calling-place  for  the  steamers  from  Skien  before 
they  reach  their  destination  at  the  head  of  the 
Bandak  Lake.    Laardal  is  a  chaiTningly  pretty 
spot,  and  I  have  caught  from  two  to  five  dozen 
trout  a  day  from  it ;  but,  speaking  generally,  the 
inhabitants  are  not  a  particularly  attractive  lot, 
bemg  too  much  addicted  to  "  Braende^iin  "  and 
the   use   of   the   "otter,"  and   when   the  mist 
enshrouds  the  mighty  hiUs  that  surround  it  and 
the  rain  descends  in  buckets  a  more  depressing 
place  cannot  be  hnagined.    After  forty-eight  hours 
of  such  weather  there  will  be  good  fishing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  stream  which  enters  the  lake  close 
by— that  is  to  say,  if  pine-logs  do  not  interfere- 
but  the  waiting  under  such  circumstances  is  weary 
work.    Exactly  opposite,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
lake,  is  Bandaksli,  a  poor  little  place  with  one 
of  the  most  objectionable  persons  for  "  Skyds  " 
stationmaster   I   ever  came  across   in  Norway; 
and  from  here  it  is  a  drive  of  about  ten  miles  only 
—and  a  very  pretty  one,  too— to  VraaUosen,  of 
which  mention  has  already  been  made  as  at  the 
head  of  another  chain  of  lakes. 

Eeference,  however,  should  not  be  omitted  to 
what  is  after  all  the  most  du-ect  route  from  Skien 
to  the  upper  end  of  Bandak  and  its  neighbourhood 
On  reaching  Ulefos,  on  the  Nordsjo,  the  ascent  of 
the  locks  commences,  at  that  pomt  there  being 
three  and  an  aqueduct,  by  which  the  fall,  thirty- 
six  feet  high,  is  sunnounted.  The  river,  now  "a 
placid  stream,  then  forms  the  waterway  to  the 
Eidsfos,  about  a  couple  of  miles  above,  where  a  fall 
of  thirty-three  feet  is  overcome  by  two  locks  and 
a  canal  quarried  out  of  the  solid  rock.  A  mile 
further  on  is  the  most  wonderful  portion  of  this 
great  engineering  work,  the  Vrangfos,  where 
the  waterway  is  carried  up  a  height  of  over 
seventy-five  feet  by  means  of  six  locks  blasted 
out  of  the  "fjeld."  The  greatest  difficulties  were 
met  with  at  this  point,  where  in  former  years  the 
river  descended  in  a  series  of  shoots  and  rapids  for 
a  stretch  of  a  mile  and  a  quarter.  In  order  to 
make  it  navigable  above,  it  became  necessary  to 
erect  an  immense  weir  and  raise  the  water  above  it 
seventy-five  feet,  by  which  the  appearance  of  the 


18 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  13,  1901 


riverside  has  been  completely  altered.    When  four 
Imndred  square  metres  of  water  per  second  are 
pouring  over  the  Yrangfos,  the  river  is  by  no  means 
in  top  flood;  and  situated  as  it  is  amid  pretty 
woodland  scenery,  the  effect  is  very  impressive. 
Some  four  miles  beyond  this  a  rise  of  ten  feet 
occurs  at  Lunde,  and  a  similar  height  is  overcome 
at  Kjeldal,  about  a  mile  further  on,  while  a  suuilar 
space  separates  the  latter  from  the  uppermost  set 
of  locks  at  Hogga— with  a  rise  of  twenty-three  feet 
-  whence  the  river  is  na^  igable  to  Strengen,  where 
it  joins  the  chain  of  lalies  consisting  of  the  Flau, 
Hviteseid,  and   Bandaksvand  —  generally  Inaown 
under  the  latter  appellation,  which  continue  west- 
wards for  about  forty  miles  to  Dalen.    On  this 
tract  of  river,  and  especially  in  the  upper  portion 
some  trout  are  to  be  captured  with  fly,  and  so  at 
Hviteseid  and  elsewhere  on  the  lakes ;  while  very 
hea^-y  ferox  are  now  and  then  taken  by  trolhng 
with  a  lai-ge  natural  bait  on  Bandak  itself,  as  a 
rule  in  auttmin. 

Although,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  there  is 
not  much  fly  fishing  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  that  charmingly  situated  and  comfortable 
hostelry,  Vraahosen,  still  it  may  be  utilised  as 
headquarters  for  some  capital  angling  expeditions. 
Thus,  at  a  distance  of  about  a  couple  of  Norsk 
miles,  on  the  main  water  system  that  feeds  the 
Skra  Yand,  there  are  several  very  good  lochs 
indeed,  which  are  best  got  at  by  driving  one  Norsk 
mile  to  the  settlement  of  Aamdal,  and  from  thence 
taking  a  man  and  horse  to  an  outlying  farm. 
From  two  to  three  miles  (Norsk),  for  the  most 
part  over  a  good  road  running  in  the  opposite 
direction  (that  is,  pretty  nearly  due  south),  brings 
one  to  the  main  confluent  of  the  Fyrisvand, 
another  fine  lake  about  eighteen  English  miles  in 
length.  Here  very  good  sport  may  be  had  on  the 
hilf  lochs,  but  as  these  lie  pretty  high,  they  do  not 
fish  much  before  the  middle  of  July;  moreover, 
the  return  journey  to  Vraaliosen  is  too  much  for 
day,  and  it  is  better  to  make  arrangements 


which  can  easily  be  done — to  sleep  at  a  small  fai-m 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Among  the  hills  between  the  Nisser-Vraa  and 
the  Fyrisdal  Vand,  there  are  also  some  good 
trout  lakes,  but  these  are  somewhat  harder  to 
get  at. 

Presmning  that  the  traveller  wishes  to  return  to 
his  native  land  from  this  part  of  Norway  to  Chris 
tiansand,  he  cannot  do  better  than  send  everything 
there  with  which  he  can  dispense  by  steamer,  and 
having  secured  a  guide,  cross  the  fjelds  to  upper 
Saetersdal.  It  is  a  long  walk— about  thirty-five 
miles  from  the  point  on  the  Aamdal  road  to  which 
one  can  drive — but  it  is  a  grand  one,  and  during 
the  months  of  July  and  August  there  is  a  halfway 
hut  available  for  travellers,  and  sport  with  the  rod 
is  certain,  there  being  plenty  of  lochs  on  the  way. 

RUGDE. 


where  the  latest  and  most  up-to-date  methods 
prevail. 

Wherever  salmon  and  grilse  are  to  be  killed  in  a 
dead  low  summer  water,  it  must  be  with  far  and 
fine  fishing  and  the  very  smallest  of  salmon  flies. 
We  do  not  refer  to  other  methods  in  this  connection, 
such  as  pra\vnLng,  worming,  and  so  on,  but  to  fly- 
fishing, pure  and  simple.  The  early  morning  and 
again  late  at  night  are  the  best  times  for  a  rise, 
but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  not  the  most  accept- 
able, except  where  youth  and  enthusiasm  abound. 
At  this  season  of  the  year  trout  are  easily  taken  to 
the  fly  all  night  angling.  The  flies  are  the  largest 
spring  sizes  and  the  ordinary  patterns,  but  the 
uncanny  hour  forbids  us  to  call  it  sport.  One 
night  in  a  season  is  quite  enough.  All  night  fly- 
fishing must  rank  as  second-rate  sport,  on  account 
of  the  discomfort  otherwise. 

There  is  a  run  of  July  salmon,  which  come  away 
with  the  grilse,  and|Which  are  also  usually  found  well 
up  into  the  necks  and  rushes  of  the  streams.  The 
tiny  Jock  Scot,  Silver  and  Blue,  Jeannie,  Loggie, 
or  Blue  Charm,  cast  across  the  rushes  and  allowed 
to  work  its  way  amongst  the  broken  waters,  and  lie 
well  in  the  strength  of  the  current,  will  fetch  a  rise 
sometimes  in  the  very  height  of  the  day,  but  more 
often  in  the  early  morning  or  late  afternoon.  If 
a  grilse,  victory  is  certain,  and  a  fine  creel  of 
three  may  be  made  between  the  morning  and 
the  evening's  outing,  but  when  a  salmon  is  hooked, 
the  chances  are  not  then  all  on  the  side  of  the 
angler.  It  is  with  the  very  best  of  skill  that  he 
can  command  success,  and  there  is  no  disgrace 
when  a  good  hand  even  fails  at  such  a  critical 
moment.  But,  for  all  that,  the  game  is  worth  the 
candle.  A  thirteen  or  fourteen  foot  rod  is  all  that 
is  needed  even  with  stocking  waders,  and,  bar  the 
midges,  the  summer  angler  has  often  the  best  of  it 
even  with  sport,  let  alone  the  surroundings. 

The  lochs  are  the  favourite  resorts  for  trouters, 
and  during  July  and  August,  in  favourable  weather, 
the  best  baskets  are  made.  The  best  loch  flies  for 
general  use,  and  particularly  the  North  of  Scotland, 
are  the  Zulu,  Silver  Zulu,  Heather  Moth,  Dark 
Heather  Moth,  Cinnamon,  Scarlet  and  Teal, 
Orange  and  Bustard,  Scarlet  and  Mallard,  Heckem- 
Peckem,  Golden  Wasp,  Green  Mantle,  and  Orange 
and  Black.  G.  M. 


MIDSUMMEE  LUEES. 

The  great  difficulty  with  anglers  at  all  times  is 
in  getting  sport.  So  long  as  sport  is  rife,  all  other 
matters  are  of  minor  consideration  ;  but  as  soon 
as  the  balance  turns  against  fairly  heavy  creels 
then  the  hitherto  minor  considerations  become  of 
paramount  importance.  In  the  early  spring,  and 
again  in  late  autumn,  when  fish  are  plentiful  and 
waters  big,  the  subject  how,  where,  and  when  -to 
fish  does  not  need  the  same  time  and  attention  as 
it  does  when  the  conditions  are  the  reverse  of 
favourable,  and  the  angler  as  it  were  dead  beat. 

Such  are  the  usual  condition  of  matters  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  miles  and  miles  of  our 
best  salmon  and  trout  streams  lie  fallow  and  could 
be  had  for  the  asking,  if  it  would  repay  the  tune 
and  trouble  to  fish  them. 

It  is  not  so  very  long  ago  since  such  a  thing  as 
salmon  angling  in  summer  was  imheard  of,  and  only 
when  a  spate  occurred  in  July  or  August  was  the 
long  salmon  rod  again  put  up  between  the  begm 
ning  of  May  and  middle  of  September. 

It  was  then  thought  to  be  impossible  to  kill  a 
salmon  with  anything  shorter  than  a  nineteen, 
twenty,  or  twenty-one  foot  rod,  or  to  lure  it  with 
anything  less  than  a  two-inch  iron.  Perhaps  there 
v.-ere  a  few  who  held  other  views,  but  this  was  the 
popular  belief  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and  not  a 
few  old  keepers  still  exist  who,  educated  to  it  in 
their  youth,  find  it  hard  to  realise  that  it  can  be 
otherwise,  even  although  they  may  see  it  practised 
under  their  noses,  as  it  were,  in  a-ngling  resorts 


A  MOENING  WITH  THE  CHUB. 


A  FEW  days  ago  a  friend  of  mine,  the  happy 
owner  of  a  sporting  estate,  including  a  mile  of 
trout  river,  wrote  to  me  :  "  Why  ha^'en't  you  been 
this  way  with  your  fishing-rod  lately?"  Having 
looked  at  the  question  from  various  points  of  view 
without  finding  the  answer  to  it,  I  determined  that 
the  next  best  thing  would  be  to  go  fishing  "  this 
way"  the  very  next  morning.  Besides,  I  had  a 
nice  little  lot  of  worms  in  moss  in  an  outhouse 
that  I  knew  were  simply  pining — I  have  heard 
men  call  it  "  scouring  "—to  go  a-fishing.  Wharf e 
was  dead  low  and  clear  after  the  long  drought,  and 
it  was  hopeless  to  think  of  anj-thing  but  upstream 
worm  or  mirmow. 

Unhappily  the  early  morning  of  the  following 
day  was  dull  and  drizzly.  The  previous  week  I 
had  been  a  bit  "  off  my  com."  The  doctor  would 
probably  have  called  the  little  trouble  a  chilled 
liver;  but  it  felt  more  like  an  irresponsible  darning- 
needle  jobbing  itself  clean  through  my  right  ribs 
and  prodding  promiscuously  about  the  sawdust 
inside.  Anyhow,  I  had  too  wholesome  a  respect 
for  that  darning-needle  to  risk  a  wetting  so  soon. 
After  mournfully  watching  the  tearful,  lowering 
sky  for  an  hour  or  two,  I  abandoned  all  hope  of 
going  fishing  that  day,  and  immediately  the  sun 
sprang  out  and  the  cloud  shadows  fled  away  and 
there  was  every  promise  of  a  brilliant  day.  I 
skipped  into  my  waders,  caught  the  next  train, 
and  just  as  the  neighbouring  church  clock  was 
striking  eleven  I  was  tackling  up  beside  the 
shrunken  river,  just  where  the  last  stream  on  my 
friend's  length  tumbles  over  a  shingly  bar  into  a 
long  slumbrous  deep. 

Standing  at  the  edge  of  the  deep  I  cast  a  nice, 
juicy,  maiden  dew-worm  lightly  into  the  singing 
waters  at  the  Aery  foot  of  the  stream.  Another 
cast,  and  another !  The  line  paused  ominously  as 
the  bait  came  trickling  back  towards  me.  A  gentle 
strike,  and,  hurrah  !  something  heavy  was  rushing 
madly  down  the  stream  at  the  end  of  a  tightened 
line.  It  was  a  chiib— a  fine,  lusty  fellow  that 
eventually  scaled  2ilb.     Let  those  who  glibly 


assert  there  is  no  sport  in  landing  a  chub  tackle  a 
healthy  Wharfe  two-pounder  in  a  rough  stream  on 
a  3X  drawn-gut  cast  and  with  a  light  fly-rod.  I 
tightened  on  the  plunging  red  tip.  Oh,  horror ! 
What  is  it  the  old  proverb  says  about  the  jug  that 
may  go  often  to  the  fountain,  but  forty  men  can't 
make  it  drink?  My  rod  top— a  split  cane — had 
stood  a  long,  miscellaneous  experience  of  fly,  worm, 
and,  on  a  pinch,  minnow  spinning,  but  it  showed  a 
most  pronounced  and  alarming  angle  just  above  the 
top  ferrule  at  last.  I  dared  put  on  little  pressure, 
and,  with  a  palpitating  anxiety  for  the  cranky  top, 
the  fight  was  long  and  stubborn  before  I  had 
the  bronzy  gentleman  safely  in  the  landing-net. 

Putting  on  a  fresh  worm,  a  rollicking  ten-ounce 
trout  quickly  danced  his  way  to  the  net,  to  keep 
the  chub  company  in  the  creel,  while  the  rabbits  . 
looked  on  from  the  honeycombed  banks,  and  the 
lazy  kine  among  the  king-cups  whisked  their  tails 
and  wondered  why  trout  never  danced  cellar-flap 
dances  and  double -shuffles  on  the  surface  when 
they  (the  cows)  waded  the  river. 

From  this  point  upwards  for  a  few  hundred 
yards,  the  river  is  one  quick  succession  of  short, 
quick  streams  and  rough  flats  with  a  lusty  current 
running  through  them.    At  the  foot  of  the  next 
stream  another  robust  chub  made  a  successful  bid 
for  my  worm,  grabbed  it  and  fouled  my  line  round 
a  water-logged  snag  in  the  first  mad  rush.  Sweet 
potatoes  !  here  was  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish  and 
snag — a  big  chub  and  a  tree  branch  at  one  end  of 
the  line   and  a  cranky  rod  top  at   thfe  other. 
Fortunately,  the  hook  held  and  the  gut  proved 
itself  "  sehr  gut."    Sometimes  I  was  playing  the 
snag  and  the  snag  was  playing  the  chub,  and 
sometimes  the  snag  and  chub  were  playmg  me  and 
the  cranky  rod.    It  was,  as  the  sporting  reporters 
say,  anybody's  game.   Then  we  got  into  the  rougher 
water,  and  down  the  boisterous   stream  we  all 
splashed  in  a  lively  procession,  the  chub  and  snag 
well  ahead  and  the  writer  a  bad  third.    At  the 
foot  of  the  stream,  however,  I  managed  to  reel  up 
sufficient  line  to  enable  me  to  reach  and  lift  the 
snag  with  the  steel  hook  at  the  end  of  my  long 
landing-net  shaft.     The   line  went   free,  and  I 
killed  the  chub  fifty  yards  lower  down  the  river 
than  the  spot  where  I  hooked  him. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  chub  have 
increased  at  an  inconvenient  rate  in  this  fishing. 
The  conditions  evidently  suit  them.  Here  they 
can  drop  down  into  the  sluggish  deeps,  or  scour  in 
the  merry  streams,  or  bask  in  the  shingly  shallows, 
or  lie  snug  under  the  great  willows  and  plane  trees 
that  fringe  the  park.  Soon,  if  they  were  to  remain 
unchecked,  the  trout  would  be  crowded  out  of  the 
river  by  them.  Last  summer  a  determmed  effort 
was  made  to  reduce  their  numbers  while  they  were 
in  the  shallow  water  ;  several  hundreds  were  netted 
out,  and  netting  operations  are  this  year  again 
being  resorted  to.  v       u  u 

Resuming,  I  was  quickly  fast  in  another  chub, 
and  shortly  afterwards  a  three-quarter  pound  trout 
led  me  a  merry  dance  across  the  river.  Sport  was 
brisk.  The  chub  were  exceedingly  accommodating, 
and  at  every  fresh  fish  my  heart  gave  a  double 
knock  when  I  saw  the  curious  bend  of  the  decrepit 
top.  But  a  cranky  rod,  like  the  proverbial  creakmg 
gate,  lasts  a  long  time,  and  we  won  through  victori- 
ously As  I  have  said,  I  commenced  tishmg  at 
eleven  o'clock,  at  a  quarter  past  one  my  creel  was 
crammed  full,  and  I  had  a  couple  of  big  chub  lying 
on  the  bank  beside  it  as  well. 

Now  the  question  crossed  my  mmd— What  was 
I  going  to  do  with  it?    I  had  very  little  doubt 
that  had  I  gone  steadily  along  fishing  I  could  have 
doubled  my  catch  without  much  difficulty,  but 
what  to  do  with  it  was  a  poser.    I  had  no  yearnmg 
desire  to  go  tottering  home  under  a  staggering  load 
of  chub,  and  clearly  it  would  not  do  to  leave  them 
to  rot  on  the  bank.    Happy  thought    I  would  do 
the  generous  thing.    Picking  up  my  load  I  made 
for  the  Hall  across  the  park,  and  asked  for  a  big 
dish  on  which  to  empty  my  creel.    My  friend,  the 
owner,  earnestly  expostulated.    It  was  <oo  good  of 
me,  he  said,  it  was  like  robbing  me.    He  would  be 
far  better  pleased  if  I  would  leave  him,  say,  a  couple 
of  the  fish  and  keep  the  rest  myself.    But  I  was 
adamant.    When  I  have  once  made  up  my  naind  to 
be  generous  with  chub  I  do  not  allow  a  trifling 
remonstrance  to  thwart  me.    So  on  to  the  dish— it 
was  a  very  big  dish-I  dumpei  the  brace  of  trout 
and  over  a  stone  of  chub,  and  experienced  all  the 
glorious  satisfaction  which  accompanies  the  con- 
sciousness of  having  done  a  virtuous  action. 

Leaving  my  friend  gazing— rather  pathetically  l 
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thought — at  the  dish  of  fish,  I  was  about  to  retrace 
my  steps  to  the  river  when  the  vision  of  future 
alarming  contingencies  rose  up  before  me.  If  I 
caught — as  I  probably  should  have  done — another 
load  of  chub,  what  was  I  to  do  with  it '?  Even 
friendship  has  its  limits,  and  I  had  my  doubts  as  to 
whether  a  man  will  quietly  stand  having  a  stone  of 
coarse  fish  unloaded  on  his  doorstep  twice  in  the 
same  day.  It  was  better  not  to  risk  putting  the 
thing  to  a  practical  test,  so  I  turned  up  into  the 
woods  to  see  how  a  batch  of  rainbows  were  getting 
along  with  which  a  pond  there  had  been  recently 
stocked. 

However,  on  my  way  to  the  station  on  my 
homeward  journey  I  had  to  wade  across  the  river, 
and  making  a  cast  or  two  as  I  did  so  landed 
another  two-pound  chub  and  a  half-pound  trout. 
These,  after  reaching  home,  I  sent  to  a  worthy 
couple  in  our  village.  The  following  morning  I 
chajiced  to  meet  the  good  lady,  when  she  positively 
overwhelmed  me  with  thanks.  The  smaller  trout, 
she  said,  was  very  good,  "  but  the  big  salmon-trout 
was  delicious  !  "  W.  Carter  Platts. 


FISHING  FEOM  A  SAILING  SHIP. 

(Continued  from  page  5.) 

Besides  fish-catching,  there  is  plenty  of  excite- 
ment to  be  had  fishing  for  birds,  if  I  may  so  term 
it,  but  this  necessitates  operating  over  the  stern  of 
the  ship,  and  invading  the  sanctum  of  the  poop  or 
quarterdeck,  a  thing  not  to  be  dreamt  of  without 
the  skipper's  permission,  unless  by  the  officers; 
but  I  have  had  the  opportunity  on  many  occasions 
of  catching  some  of  the  birds  which  are  usually 
met  with  during  a  sailing  ship's  voyage.  The  most 
frequently  met  with  are  albatross,  mollyhawks. 
Cape  hens.  Cape  pigeons,  gulls,  and  Mother  Carey's 
chickens  (stormy  petrel).  With  the  exception  of 
the  albatross,  these  are  all  sailors'  names,  but  they 
are  the  only  ones  I  know  them  by.  The  captm-e 
of  the  stormy  petrel  is  looked  upon  with  very  great 
disfavour  by  sailors,  and  is  always  discoiu-aged, 
although  it  is  generally  by  accident  rather  than 
design  that  they  are  taken.  But,  however  this 
may  happen,  it  is  always  taken  to  mean  (by  the  old 
hands)  a  sure  sign  of  a  coming  storm.  The  method 
employed  for  the  capture  of  the  different  birds  is 
identical  in  each  case,  the  only  deviation  being  as 
to  size  of  hook  used.  A  piece  of  thin  flat  wood 
about  a  foot  long  and  three  or  four  inches  broad  is 
attached  to  a  line  some  hundi-ed  feet  long.  A 
length  of  cord  with  hook  attached  is  fastened  to 
the  wood,  and  the  hook  baited  with  a  piece  of  fat 
pork.  The  hook  point  is  then  gently  pressed  in 
the  wood  in  such  a  manner  that  when  the  apparatus 
is  di-opped  overboard  the  baited  hook  is  on  the  top 
of  the  board,  the  line  is  paid  out,  and  the  bait 
allowed  to  float  away  -astern  clear  of  the  ship's 
wake.  The  smaller  birds  often  swoop  down  to  it 
at  once,  but  an  albatross  is  generally  a  long  time 
making  up  his  mind  that  everything  is  all  right, 
and  will  often  swim  close  behind  the  bait  for  an 
hour  or  more  before  taking  it.  But,  once  having 
done  so,  everything  depends  upon  whether  the 
hook  has  taken  a  good  hold  in  the  beak,  and  the 
tackle  holding  out.  If  everything  holds  out,  it  then 
becomes  a  question  of  strength  on  the  part  of  the 
fisherman,  for  immediately  the  albatross  feels 
himself  being  drawn  towards  the  ship  he,  in  a 
very  determined  manner,  throws  his  body  back  and 
his  webbed  feet  forward  in  the  water,  and  it  often 
requires  the  combined  strength  of  two  or  more 
men  to  overcome  this  resistance  and  haul  him  on 
board.  And  immediately  the  bird  is  landed  he 
shows  fight  in  no  half-hearted  manner,  both  with 
wings  and  beak,  and  with  the  latter  will  often 
inflict  some  nasty  wovmds.  Every  endeavour  is 
made  to  seciu-e  the  bird  as  quickly  as  possible  and 
prevent  him  splitting  his  feet  by  moving  about  on 
the  deck,  as  the  feet,  when  skinned,  and  all  the 
bones  extracted,  except  the  toe-joint,  are  much 
sought  after  by  sailors  for  making  tobacco  pouches. 
The  long  bones  in  the  wings  make  excellent  pipe- 
stems,  and  the  skin,  with  plumage  attached  of 
both  back  and  breast,  form  excellent  materials  for 
muffs  which  are  greatly  prized  by  ladies.  I  have 
heard  of  these  birds  bemg  caught  measuring  18  feet 
from  tip  to  tip  of  wings  when  spread,  and  I  myself 
have  caught  them  of  13  feet.  One  peculiar  feature 
of  all  sea  birds  so  captured  is  that  immediately  on 
being  hauled  on  deck  tliey  commence  vomiting. 

Many  other  classes  of  fish  are  met  with  in 


different  localities,  but  those  I  have  mentioned, 
and  the  birds,  form  the  principal  of  what  are  met 
with  on  an  ordinary  voyage. 

For  hand-lining  "for  fish  in  the  ordinary  orthodox 
manner  one  must  wait  until  the  vessel  gets  into 
port ;  and  if  the  destination  happens  to  be  any 
port  on  the  coast  of  South  Africa,  or  the  west 
coast  of  South  America,  fishing  can  be  had  in  such 
quantity  and  quality  as  to  satisfy  the  most  in- 
satiable pot-hunter  that  ever  lived.    I  could  give 
scores   of  instances   of  this,  but  must  content 
myself,  for  the  present  at  any  rate,  with  one. 
The  ship  I  was  in  was  bound  from  Middlesbrough 
to  Port  Elizabeth  on  this   particular  trip,  with 
a  cargo  of  iron  water-pipes.    After  a  somewhat 
long  passage   we   arrived    in   Algoa    Bay,  and 
the  incident  I  am  about  to  record  occurred  during 
our  stay  of  103  days  in  that  place.    In  the  book 
of  sailing  directions  for  this  coast  it  is  stated 
that  fish  may  be  had  in  great  abundance,  and  our 
skipper  thought  to  economise  our  sea  stock  of 
provisions,  and  reduce  the  shore  butcher's  bill,  by 
laying  in  a  good  stock  of  fish  if  they  could  be 
caught,  and  to  efl'ect  this  he  on  his  first  visit  ashore 
pui-chased  a  number  of  hooks  and  lines  and  dis- 
tributed them  among  the  crew.    The  first  day  or 
two  we  caught  a  few  mackerel ;  but  we  were  anxious 
to  catch  some  of  the  fish  known  on  that  coast  as 
Cape  salmon,  and  about  which  we  had  heard  a 
great  deal  from  those  of  the  crew  who  had  been  out 
on  that    coast    before.     We  had  been  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  bay  about  three  weeks   ere  our 
opportunity  arrived,  but  when  it  did — oh,  what  a 
slaughter !   A  large  shoal  of  these  fish  had  rim  into 
the  bay,  and  we  were  busy.    A  hook,  about  the  size 
of  those  used  at  Deal  for  cod,  attached  to  a  line 
like  whipcord,  and  baited,  to  start  with,  with  a 
piece  of  fat  meat,  was  our  tackle,  no  lead  or  other 
weight,  and  you  could  see  the  fish  take  your  bait ; 
after  which,  the  first  fish  caught  would  be  cut  up 
for  bait  and  distributed  amongst  the  crew,  and  so 
the  fun  went  on.    On  the  first  day  all  work  was 
suspended,  and  all  hands,  skipper  included  (we  were 
fourteen  all  told),  were  hauling  them  in  as  fast  as 
we  could.    We  caught  something  like  eight  or  nine 
hundred  Cape  salmon,  some  weighing  as  much  as 
121b.  I  have  no  doubt  (although  I  never  remember 
any  being  weighed),  and  the  following  day  was 
devoted  to  cleaning  the  fish  and  putting  them  in 
pickle.    The  fish  are  very  good  eating  indeed  when 
freshly  caught,  but  are  white-fleshed,  and  what  they 
taste  like  pickled  we  never  knew,  as  the  sequel  will 
show.    The  fish  were  duly  packed  in  pickle  in 
empty  pork  and  beef  casks  and  kept  on  deck,  and 
it  was  an  every-evening  duty  to  keep  the  casks  full 
of  pickle  by  adding  some  as  the  fish  soaked  it  up. 
As  the  fish  were  still  in  the  bay  we  were  kept  on 
fish  for  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper,  and  our 
ordinary  allowance  of  meat  stopped.    This  was 
rather  more  than  we  could  endure,  so  we  apprentices 
held  a  council  of  war.    First  of  all  we  decided  not 
to  attempt  to  catch  any  more  fish,  and  the  fo'c'sle 
hands  agreed.    The  next  move  was  put  into  execu- 
tion by  the  writer,  and  even  at  this  distance  of 
time   I  hardly  care  to   reflect  on  what  would 
have  happened  to  me  had   I   been  discovered. 
Secretly  boring  small  holes  in  the  bilges  of  the 
casks  at  night  time,  I  let  all  the  pickle  out  from 
the  bottom,  and  in  about  twenty-four  hom-s  these 
fish  began  to  go  bad.    In  a  very  short  time  the 
top  layers  followed  suit,  and  so  our  pickled  salmon, 
which  the  skipper  had  intended  should  take  the 
place  of  our  ordinary  rations,  was  off.    The  captain 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the  pickle  was 
wrong  or  else  Cape  salmon  were  not  adapted  for 
pickling.    Whichever  it  was,  the  experiment  was 
never  tried  again.    Many  other  incidents  of  great 
hauls  of  fish  occm:  to  me  just  now,  but  I  find  I  have 
run  my  distance,  and  must  haul  the  log  in. 

E.  F.  Goodwin. 


"  The  Connoisseur,  A  Journal  for  Art  and 
Curio  Collectors,"  is  the  title  of  a  new  illustrated 
shilling  monthly  periodical  which  is  to  be  published 
by  Messrs,  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Among  the  subjects  which  will  be  dealt  with  in 
the  first  number,  which  will  be  for  September,  are 
"  An  Account  of  the  Collection  of  Su:  Charles 
Tennant,  Bart.";  "Some  Missing  Sir  Joshuas"; 
"  The  Art  of  Collecting  Oak  "  ;  "  Hall-marks  on 
Old  Silver  "  ;  "  Engravings  "  ;  "  Violins  "  ;  "  t)ld 
Lace  "  ;  "  Medals,"  etc.  There  will  be  coloured 
plates,  and  other  full-page  illustrations,  including 
a  portrait  of  Sir  Charles  Tennant. 


CONCERNING  EODS  AND 
TACKLE,  ETC. 


It  is  extraordinary  what  a  nunil>er  of  persons 
follow  the  pastime  of  angling  with  gear  that  they 
had  better  be  without ;  and,  instead  of  patronising 
those  makers  who  supply  articles  to  suit  certain 
styles  of  fishing,  who  are  always  willing  to  give 
every  information  to  all  and  sundry,  advertise  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  are  well  known  for  the 
most  part  as  practical  men,  and  in  many  cases 
experts,  they  will  persist  in  buying  goods  (often  at 
a  dearer  rate)  from  those  who  know  next  to  nothing 
about  angling,  or  what  sort  of  rod,  reel,  line,  float, 
and  tackle  are  best  to  use ;  and,  so  long  as  they 
make  a  profit,  often  do  not  care  two  straws  what 
difficulties  may  arise  from  the  use  of  such  tackle 
and  beset  the  unfortunate  angler  who  has  invested 
his  spare  cash  in  their  wares,  and  often  strongly 
recommend  articles  to  catch  various  fish  that  are 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  utterly  useless.  The 
fact  is,  some  anglers  do  not  seem  quite  at  home 
unless  they  have  what  I  should  call  a  barber's  pole 
in  their  hands,  with  tackle  to  match  it. 

They  never  seem  to  seriously  entertain  the  idea 
of  playing  a  fish  fairly  and  squarely  until  it  is 
exhausted,  and  it  would  be  no  easy  matter  with 
some  of  the  rods  and  reels  that  I  have  seen — 
wretched  brass  reels,  for  instance,  frequently 
taking  two  or  three  minutes  to  wind  in  a  length 
of  line  cast  from  a  coil  on  the  gi-ound  that  with  a 
good  centre-pin  could  be  wound  up  in  eight  or  ten 
seconds;  and  the  fearful  screeching  noise  that 
some  of  them  make  when  the  line  is  being  dragged 
off  and  coiled  on  the  ground  is  enough  to  make  one 
vow  never  to  use  another.  I  have  seen  many  a 
good  fish  lost  from  the  inability  of  the  angler  to 
prevent  slack  line,  when  he  has  been  hauling  a  fisli 
in  with  his  right  hand  whilst  holding  the  rod  with 
his  left.  But  if  the  butt  be  pressed  firmly  in  the 
left  groin,  with  the  palm  of  the  left  hand  'held  at 
the  back  of  a  quick-running  reel  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  fingers  can  reach  over  above  it  and  skid 
the  outer  or  revolving  edge,  the  right  hand  being 
ever  ready  to  reel  in  or  give  out  line  as  occasion 
requires,  and  with  the  rod  held  straight  out  about 
two  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  water,  with  the 
float  tightly  held  from  six  to  eight  yards  from  the 
rod,  one  can  not  only  play  but  strike  a  fish  like  a 
flash. 

To  resume.  I  have  seen  anglers  who  have  spent 
their  last  shUling  in  an  outfit  for,  say,  roach,  that 
one  might  walk  up  and  down  a  river  for  hours 
without  finding  a  swim  where  it  could  be  used.  1 
have  no  doubt  that  you  have  all  seen  one  of  these 
unique  anglers  seize  his  formidable  weapon  with 
both  hands  and,  with  one  tremendous  swoop  over- 
head, cause  the  heavily-shotted  float  to  strike  the 
water  and  make  a  great  splash  (a  float  large 
enough  to  fish  for  barbel  in  a  strong  stream),  anil 
if  the  line  happens  to  be  as  thick  and  heavy  in 
comparison  to  the  rod,  makes  the  process  of 
casting  one  of  great  difficulty. 

So  difiicult,  in  fact,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
accomplish  it,  unless  the  line  is  dragged  off  the 
reel,  coiled  on  the  ground,  and  the  lead  or  shots 
carefully  weighted  with  a  stiff  pellet  of  ground-bait. 
On  witnessing  the  peculiar  swooping  overhead 
performance  for  the  first  time,  it  gives  one  the 
impression  that  what  the  angler  cannot  catch  he 
intends  to  knock  on  the  head  with  his  pole.  I 
have  often  watched  an  angler,  utterly  tired  and 
weary,  with  difficulty  holding  out  his  ^wrop — in 
other  words,  a  fearfully  stifl',  cumbersome,  heavy, 
iron-like,  four-jointed  rod,  the  top  drooping  to 
within  two  or  three  inches  from  the  surface  and 
sometimes  even  in  the  water.  I  know  the  article 
well.  Such  a  weapon  would  be  12ft.  in  length, 
and  weigh  about  24oz.,  just  double  what  it  ought 
to  weigh,  reckoning  one  foot  to  the  ounce,  which  is 
a  fair  calculation ;  and  I  am  certain  that  I  could 
cast  a  good-sized  bullet  with  such  a  rod  from 
thirty-five  yards  to  forty  yards  without  the  least 
fear  of  a  break.  It  might  be  used  for  ledgering  for 
big  eels  or  barbel,  or  fitted  with  larger  rings  to 
catch  pike  up  to  51b.  or  61b.,  with  far  better  effect. 

Small  Nets. — I  know  of  nothing  much  more 
annoying  than  using  a  too  small  net  for  too  big  a 
fish  or  an  eel.  I  never  use  a  net  for  the  latter  fish 
if  I  can  possibly  help  it.  I  have  often  seen  anglers 
attempt  to  net  pike  and  big  eels  with  an  article  not 
a  bit  too  large  for  roach,  perch,  niedium-sixed 
bream,  and  tench  :  and  the  moment  that  they  have 
allowed  the  net  to  come  in  contact  with  the  tail  of 
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an  eel,  it  has  made  a  terrific  rush  for  dear  life.  If 
one  is  using  good  undrawn  gut,  there  is  nothing 
particularly  formidable  in  landing  eels  up  to  21b. 
in  weight  on  a  very  much  lighter  rod  if  they  are 
once  got  well  on  the  swing,  and  the  powerful  tail 
is  kept  clear  of  anything  it  could  cling  to. 

The  tail  once  twisted  roimd  a  stick,  root  of  a 
tree,  or  well  under  a  stone,  woodwork,  or  in  a  hole 
or  weeds,  nine  times  out  of  ten  something  is  sure 
to  break — even  the  rod  if  the  angler  is  at  all  care- 
less ;  and  if  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  scoop  it  into 
a  net,  it  is  often  most  difficult  to  release  the 
tackle,  and  if  two  hooks  be  used  are  very  often 
rendered  useless.  If  possible,  I  much  prefer  to 
land  my  fish  without  a  net,  particularly  chub, 
roach,  and  bream ;  it  is  far  more  interesting, 
and  the  latter  fish  makes  one's  net  in  such  a 
fearful  mess.  There  is  no  possibility  of  getting  rid 
of  the  "ancient  and  fish-like  smell"  unless  it  is 
well  washed.  If  a  net  must  be  used,  it  should 
always  be  on  the  big  side.  I  once  saw  a  fine  fat 
eel  weighing  21b.  14oz.  caught  on  a  12oz.  Trent 
roach  rod  and  dace  tackle,  simply  because  the 
captor  kept  him  well  on  the  swing  from  the  first, 
and  allowed  him  to  take  no  liberties.  If  one  hooks 
an  eel  about  a  pound  in  weight,  allows  his  head  to 
be  out  of  the  water  about  four  inches,  and  holds 
him  in  that  position  for  only  a  short  period,  one 
will  often  see  to  perfection  what  a  singular  see- 
sawing game  an  eel  will  go  through  to  try  and 
escape.  I  may  just  mention  in  passing  that  the 
lloz.  or  12oz.  rod  may  be  used  for  several  sorts  of 
fish,  which  the  imique  angler  mentioned  above 
could  with  difficulty  catch  with  his  heavy,  un- 
wieldy weapon. 

It  was,  perhaps,  not  a  wise  proceeding,  but  I 
have  caught  good  perch,  big  bream,  chub,  tench, 
barbel,  eels,  and  on  two  occasions  pike  up  to  two 
pounds  in  weight  with  a  similar  rod.  Be  deter- 
mined to  have  a  rod  and  tackle  to  suit  the  style  for 
which  they  are  intended,  be  it  Thames,  Trent,  Lea, 
Witham,  or  more  correctly  the  Sheffield  style.  I 
say  not  only  rods,  but  the  tackle  proper  for  them, 
may  be  obtained  at  most  reasonable  rates,  by  (for 
the  most  part)  practical  anglers  and  makers  who 
constantly  advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  residing 
at  Ashbourne,  Aberdeen,  Alnwick,  London,  Leeds, 
Liverpool,  Newark,  Norwich,  Nottingham,  Bishop 
Auckland,  Hull,  Ireland,  Sheffield,  etc.  Knowing 
this,  let  others  tire  themselves  with  what  I  call 
pointing  at  the  fish  (no  doubt  much  to  their 
astonishment,  especially  in  clear,  shallow,  un- 
sheltered swims)  with  the  aforesaid  barbers'  poles, 
when  an  angler  could  hold  the  rod  of  which  I 
particularly  speak  with  one  hand  with  ease  and 
comfort,  fish  properly,  and  at  any  rate  have  a 
chance  of  circumventing  the  most  caiitious,  alder- 
manic  roach,  and  with  just  a  little  stiffer  rod  that 
very  quick  biting  fish,  the  dace.  The  elasticity 
from  the  butt  to  the  top  is  so  perfect  that  either 
with  a  stationary  or  sliding  float  the  angler  is  able 
to  strike  on  perceiving  the  least  indication  of  a 
bite.  Old  Angler. 


POLLACKING  AT  WEYMOUTH. 


All  true  sportsmen  look  forward  to  the  opening 
time  of  their  particular  sport  with  a  longing  that 
is  difficult  to  describe,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
anyone  is  more  anxious  to  start  than  those  who 
angle  in  the  sea.  But  the  question  arises,  Where 
shall  we  go  to  get  good  sport  early  in  the  season 
without  too  long  a  journey  ?  One  hears  of  many 
places  that  are  likely  to  be  good,  but  no  reliable 
information  is  to  be  had,  and  to  ask  the  fishermen 
— so  called — of  such  places  is  in  most  instances  a 
snare  and  a  delusion.  Of  course,  many  places  are 
known,  but  they  are  pretty  well  all  far  away. 
There  must  be  places  within  getatable  distances 
that  have  not  been  opened  up,  and  it  would  be  for 
the  general  advantage  of  us  sea  anglers  if  some  of 
the  gentlemen  with  time  and  means  to  spare  would 
take  it  upon  themselves  to  prospect  different  places 
and  give  us  the  result  of  their  experiences.  With 
this  idea  in  view,  a  friend  and  myself  cogitated 
about  many  places,  and  after  much  speculation 
determined  to  give  our  first  attention  to  Weymouth, 
on  the  coast  of  Dorset,  and  not  to  rely  upon  what 
was  said,  but  to  test  the  fishing  and  find  out  for 
ourselves. 

Having  gathered  our  belongings  together,  we 
started  on  Friday  before  the  Whitsuntide  holidays, 
and  arriving  at  our  destination,  soon  got  located  in 
comfortable  lodgings.    We  then  strolled  out  to 


make  some  inquiries  and,  if  possible,  fix  things  for 
a  start  next  day.  We  interviewed  several  people 
likely  to  have  any  information  about  the  fishing, 
and  soon  came  across  a  man  who  seemed  suitable 
and  engaged  him  for  the  next  day.  He  seemed 
up  to  all  the  local  dodges,  which  are  often 
very  useful  at  first  starting,  but  his  experience 
was  not  with  rods  but  hand-lining.  We  found 
him  well  acquainted  with  the  best  places  to  go  to, 
but  he  did  not  hold  out  much  hope  of  good  sport 
as  the  wind  had  been  so  long  in  the  east.  We  all 
know  that  that  wind  is  the  worst  for  fishing,  but 
we  lived  in  anticipation  that  it  would  change,  and 
during  the  night  it  got  well  roxmd  to  the  south. 

After  a  good  night's  rest  and  an  early  breakfast, 
we  started,  and  three  or  four  miles'  most  enjoyable 
sail  brought  us  to  the  place  we  proposed  to  try 
first.  The  position  we  took  was  inside  the  break- 
water close  to  the  entrance  nearest  to  Portland 
Island,  and  having  made  fast,  we  started  to"  arrange 
our  tackle.  The  right  tackle  to  use  is  a  strong 
single  gut  trace  from  nine  to  eleven  feet  long, 
according  to  the  length  of  rod,  a  rather  small 
hook — Carter's  5°  double  barb — as  we  did  not 
anticipate  the  fish  to  be  very  large ;  where  the  line 
joins  the  trace  a  small  piece  of  lead,  not  more  than 
a  fifth  part  of  an  oimce,  will  be  found  sufficient. 
The  best  bait  to  use  at  this  season  is  a  small  white 
transparent  shrimp,  put  upon  the  hook  alive. 
They  (the  shrimps)  are  caught  up  the  river  Wey, 
in  the  brackish  water.  A  light  but  strong  silk  line 
should  be  used,  otherwise  it  is  troublesome  to  get 
the  line  to  run  off  the  winch,  so  little  lead  being 
used,  and  there  being  no  tide  to  speak  of.  One  of 
the  essentials;at  this  season  for  good  pollack  fishing 
is  clear  green  water,  the  clearer  the  better.  Having 
got  things  ship-shape,  and  bait  on,  we  commenced 
operations  at  the  same  time  as  the  boys  from  one  of 
the  training-ships  began  practising  on  the  shore 
of  Portland  with  several  marine  guns,  which 
entertainment  we  could  have  well  dispensed  with, 
but  it  did  not  hurt  the  fishing.  We  soon  began  to 
take  fish,  but  they  ran  rather  small,  nothing  going 
over  21b.,  and  none  much  less  than  lib. ;  but  the 
way  they  fought  you  would  have  imagiued  them 
to  be  double  the  size.  I  expect  the  water  being 
clear  had  much  to  do  with  it,  and  our  man  was  of 
the  same  opinion.  We  fished  about  three  hours, 
and  our  bag  was  two  score.  We  did  not  fish  on 
Sunday,  but  on  Whit-Monday  we  started  about 
half-past  nine  and  had  a  repetition  of  Saturday's 
experience,  only  more  so,  the  fish  being  larger  and 
coming  quicker.  We  fished  this  time  outside  the 
Portland  entrance  to  the  breakwater,  bringing  up 
with  a  grapple  and  a  heavy  weight,  one  at  each 
end  of  a  rope  about  seventy  or  eighty  yards  long, 
making  fast  about  the  middle  of  the  rope  in  such  a 
position  that  our  lines  got  into  the  eddy  formed  by 
the  end  of  one  arm  of  the  breakwater.  We  had 
six  fathoms  of  line  and  trace  out,  and  a  piece  of 
white  cotton  tied  at  that  position  so  as  continually 
to  fish  at  one  length,  and  we  gauged  the  length  by 
the  first  fish  taken ;  this  method  of  marking  the 
line  will  be  found  a  great  convenience.  The  fish 
soon  began  to  come,  but  we  did  not  stay  later  than 
one  o'clock,  as  our  man  had  to  get  back,  our  take 
being  then  three-and-a-half  score,  to  2^1b.  in  weight. 

On  Tuesday  we  started  rather  later,  and  made 
for  the  same  spot  we  had  fished  previously.  It 
was  a  glorious  day,  wind — what  there  was  of  it — 
south-west,  water  clear  and  green,  and  the  sky 
blue  ;  in  fact,  it  was  an  ideal  day.  Our  bag  this 
day  was  four  score  and  two,  up  to  and  over  31b. 
One  fish — cannot  estimate  its  weight — gave  my 
friend  a  surprise,  its  first  rush  taking  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  of  line,  and  making  the  reel  buzz  and  the 
line  swish  through  the  water  at  a  terrific  rate  ; 
there  was  no  stopping  him,  and  at  last  he  got  his 
head  into  a  hole  in  the  rocks,  as  pollack  will  do ; 
so  after  being  fast  for  over  half-an-hour,  had  to 
haul  on  the  liae  and  break  the  trace. 

Our  three  days'  fishing  at  Weymouth  was  a 
revelation,  and  had  we  been  able  to  stay  we  should, 
I  have  no  doubt,  gone  on  getting  larger  fish  time 
after  time.  Our  prospecthig  venture  gave  us 
moderate  sport  and  plenty  of  enjoyment,  and  I  am 
quite  of  opinion,  from  all  appearances,  that  ithere 
is  plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  ;  larger  fish  are  bound 
to  visit  such  places.  Weymouth  is  a  very  pleasant 
place  to  stop  at,  and  there  is  always  plenty  of  bait 
to  be  procured — lug  and  rag  worms  of  first-class 
size  and  quality,  also  shrimps,  as  spoken  about, 
and  brown  ones  for  later  use. 

Some  fishing  can  be  had  at  almost  any  state  of 
the  tide,  as  the  breakwater  makes  an  ebb  tide  into 


a  flood  in  one  place  and  vice  versa  in  another,  and 
there  are  other  places  as  well — namely,  under  Port- 
land Island,  at  a  place  called  Balaclava,  pollack, 
tomcod — rock-cod,  I  suppose — and  connors,  other- 
wise wrasse,  are  taken  in  quantities,  the  first  and 
last  of  large  size,  and  good  mixed  bags  of  large  fish 
are  to  be  taken  the  other  side  of  the  bay  under 
what  is  called  the  White  Nose  ;  here  one  must  be 
prepared  with  plenty  of  tackle  as  the  ground  is  very 
rough  and  the  fish  large. 

We  saw  quite  a  number  of  bass,  but  did 
not  go  for  them,  the  food  that  they  come  after, 
whitebait,  only  just  coming  in.  I  am  told,  upon 
good  authority,  that  there  will  soon  be  plenty  of 
good  ones  about — not  shoal  bass.  Mackerel  are 
also  coming  in. 

I  cannof  get  to  hear  that  cod  are  ever  much  in 
evidence,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  many 
flatfish  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  I 
want  to  find  out  more  about  that.  Silver  whiting 
up  to  and  a  little  over  one  pound  put  in  an  appear- 
ance later. 

I  should  advise  all  who  give  this  place  a  trial  to 
use  the  best  tackle — silk  lines  with  plenty  of  stretch, 
not  too  thick,  the  best  and  strongest  single  gut  for 
now,  and  fine  triple  twisted  for  later.  As  to  rods- 
well,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  more  lissom  they 
are  the  better,  "  none  of  your  stiff  rods  for  me  "  ; 
give  me  one  that  bends  right  away  from  the  winch 
fittings  in  a  graceful  and  easy  curve  ;  this,  together 
with  an  elastic  silk  line,  gives  something  like  sport. 
How  many  fish  have  been  lost — large  ones — by 
using  stiff  rods  ?  And  do  not  be  afraid  of  having 
them  too  long ;  bear  in  mind  that  this  is  not  up 
and  down  Deal  fishing,  where  the  tackle  in  most 
instances  will  stand  any  strain,  it  is  much  nearer 
fine  fishing,  and  to  have  the  full  enjoyment  every- 
thing should  be  as  light  as  possible. 

The  man  employed  by  us  turned  out  to  be  capable, 
obliging,  and  respectable,  and  we  were  well  satisfied 
to  have  fallen  into  such  good  hands.  Shall  have 
great  pleasure  in  recommending  him,  but  shall,  I 
hope,  want  him  myself  often,  so  do  not  be  too 
anxious  to  get  him. 

I  hope  that  the  experiences  here  given  may  be  of 
some  use  to  my  fellow  anglers,  and  be  the  means 
of  putting  them  on  to  some  good  sport. 

T.  B.  B.  (B.S.A.S.) 


Ridge's  Insectifuga  foe  Keeping  Off  Midges, 
Mosquitoes,  etc. — Mr.  Jas.  Ridge,  59c,  West- 
street,  Brighton,  sends  a  sample  of  his  "  Insecti- 
fuga," and  with  it  an  array  of  testimonials  from 
well-known  sportsmen,  including  Lord  Northbrook, 
Lieut. -General  Sir  G.  Graham,  V.C.,  Colonel  the 
Hon.  Paul  Methuen,  Sir  Morgan  Crofton,  Bart., 
etc.,  who  all  speak  most  highly  of  the  preparation 
for  keeping  flying  and  crawling  pests  of  all  kinds 
at  a  distance.  We  wonder  if  it  would  scare  the 
swarms  of  the  common  house-fly  found  on  the 
banks  of  the  Wye,  near  Breadwardine,  at  this  time 
of  year  ?  If  anyone  living  there  would  like  to  try 
it,  they  should  write  to  us,  and  we  will  gladly  send 
them  some  preparations  to  enable  them  to  wrestle 
with  the  pests. 


Another  Anti-Midge  Preparation.  —  Midges, 
gnats,  and  mosquitoes  often  prove  such  intolerable 
nuisances,  and  even  torments  to  anglers,  that  we 
are  always  glad  to  call  attention  to  anything  which 
keeps  them  off  or  gives  relief  from  the  effects  of 
their  bites.  Mr.  G.  M.  Mackay,  of  the  Sports- 
man's Depot,  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  sends  us 
a  bottle  of  his  "  Anti- Midge  "  lotion.  He  says  it 
has  been  used  privately  for  twenty  years,  but  is 
now,  for  the  first  time,  offered  for  sale  in  bottles  at 
6d.  and  Is.  He  says :  "  A  little  rubbed  on  the 
hands,  hair,  neck,  etc.,  in  the  morning,  will  not 
only  prevent  gnat  bites,  but  will  prove  equally 
effectual  in  keeping  off  flies  of  all  kinds,  with  or 
without  stings.  Rubbed  on  a  horse's  mane,  it 
protects  the  animal  from  similar  annoyance.  It  is 
pleasant  to  the  smell  and  beneficial  to  the  skin, 
and  guaranteed  quite  harmless."  One  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  lotion  is  that  it  is  cheap  and  quite 
pleasant  to  use,  being  more  like  a  scent  than  a 
midge  lotion,  some  of  which  are  not  at  all  pleasant 
to  use. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishei'S  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Cataloque  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Oovemment  Publications  can  be  had  ou 
application. 
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AFTER  SEALS. 

(From  Colquhoun's  "  Stray  Casts.") 

A  CRAWL  after  huge  seals,  dozing  and  basking 
along  the  rocks,  may  be  put  at  the  head  of 
the  wild  sea-sport  of  Mull.  Only  a  few  stragglers 
drop  into  the  Sound  now  and  then,  when  sea-trout 
are  rife,  and  at  low  water  they  always  take  advan- 
tage of  a  quiet  neuk  to  dry  themselves  in  the  sun. 
With  the  exception  of  one  headland,  their  resting- 
places  near  me  are  safe  even  from  ball.  A  very 
inexperienced  shot  had  the  hap  to  detect  the  only 
one  that  risked  a  siesta  there  last  autumn.  This 
young  sportsman  was  looking  after  seafowl,  and 
instead  of  returning  for  a  rifle,  fired  his  duck  charge, 
which  of  course  had  no  other  effect  than  to  warn 
off  the  seal  for  the  rest  of  the  season.  The  crea- 
ture, only  about  fifty  yards  distant,  appeared  to 
liim  as  large  as  a  Lewis  heifer  while  tumbling  and 
rolling  on  the  gravel.  Had  he  kept  his  presence  of 
mind,  there  was  plenty  of  time  to  run  to  the  house 
and  let  me  know  before  the  seal  would  have  moved. 

The  great  depot  of  the  Mull  f  ocae  is  Loch-na-kael, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island.  This  loch, 
besides  being  well  protected  by  hills,  and  exposing, 
at  low  water,  a  fine  reef  of  rocks  for  resting  seals, 
is  full  of  salmon  and  white  trout  for  their  subsist- 
ence. The  consequence  is,  that  as  the  tide  recedes, 
and  leaves  bare  rock  after  rock,  the  seals  take 
possession  of  their  favourite  seats,  until  at  low  ebb, 
on  a  sultry  July  day,  there  are  dozens  squatted  on 
every  rock  islet  of  the  group.  The  returning  tide 
gradually  dislodges  them,  to  scatter  over  the  waters 
in  search  of  prey.  In  every  direction,  but  especially 
at  the  foot  of  the  Knock  Eiver,  black  heads  keep 
popping  up,  sometimes  chasing  each  other,  or 
moaning  in  wild  cadence  with  the  waves. 

XiOch-na-kael  was  just  near  enough  my  island 
home  to  entice  one  over  the  hUls  with  a  rifle,  but 
yet  far  enough  to  allow  the  slightest  let  or  hindrance 
to  put  it  off  from  day  to  day.    July  was  wet  and 
cold.    The  good  days  of  August  and  September 
were  bespoke  for  grouse,  black  game,  or  deer.  It 
was  the  middle  of  October,  when  most  of  the 
garrison  had  absconded,  that  I  invaded  the  citadeL 
It  was  low  water,  and  the  calm  sunny  autumn  day 
was  perfect,  still  hot  enough  to  tempt  a  fat  seal  to 
a  noontide  nap.    We  had  rowed  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  rocks,  and  begun  to  fear  a  blank  day,  when 
the  grey  bodies  and  black  heads  of  two  seals  were 
clearly  made  out  among  the  thick  sea-ware.    I  was 
perusing  them  through  my  telescope  when  a  third 
waddled  out  of  the  sea,  fixing  itself  between  the 
others.    They  were  all  of  average  size,  but  the 
worst  would  have  been  a  prize  worth  coming  for, 
We  lay  on  our  oars  for  some  time,  to  make  sure 
that  no  more  seals  meant  to  land  this  tide,  and 
then  pulled  away  from  the  rocks  until  they  inter- 
cepted our  boat ;  next  a  noiseless  slow  stroke,  till 
a  landing  was  with  some  trouble  effected.  The 
stalk  was  very  easy.     I  took  off  my  shoes  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  their  hearing  my  approach, 
and  was  soon  planted  behind  a  slight  ridge  of 
the  rock  only  forty  yards  from  my  game.  Here 
the   difficulty  began;   there  was  not  a  solitary 
tuft  of  sea-weed  along  the  whole  ridge  of  my  con- 
cealment, and  it  was  impossible  to  shoot  from  the 
side  of  the  barrier,  for  it  sloped  to  the  sea.  There 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  infrmge  one  of  my  own 
fundamental  rules,  and  fire  over  the  top.  This 
scarcely  ever  succeeds  for  a   sitting  shot,  and 
although  I  raised  my  bare  head  by  hairbreadths, 
the  three  pair  of  eyes  were  too  many.    A  rattle 
among  the  weeds,  three  heavy  plunges,  and  three 
widening  circles  on  the  glassy  deep.    In  place  of 
keepmg  snug,  where  I  might  still  have  obtained  a 
very  fair  shot  in  the  water,  I  floundered  to  the 
nearest  point  of  rock,  expecting  the  heads  to  bob 
up  at  long  distance.    To  my  dismay  they  rose 
within  twenty  yards  of  my  feet,  and  instantly 
plunged  down  in  greater  fright  than  ever.    I  now 
felt  my  blunder.    The  seals  came  up  in  such  a 
hurry  to  make  sinre  of  their  crouching  foe,  and  had 
I  clapped  the  rifle  to  my  shoulder  when  first  they 
went  down,  and  never  moved  from  my  concealment 
— above  all,  made  no  rapid  movement  when  they 
rose— they  would  have  cruised  about,  examining 
the  head-and-shoulder  apparition,  thus  giving  time 
to  fire  as  slow  a  shot  from  the  rest  as  I  chose 
to  take. 

A  safe  plan  for  a  quiet  shot  at  seals  is  to  wait  for 
them.    The  shooter  ought  to  take  possession  of  his 
shelter  a,s  soon  as  the  receding  waters  will  permit. 
By  plachig  some  sea-ware  along  the  top  of  this  I 
ambush  he  can  easily  conceal  his  head  and  disguise  I 


the  rifle  when  rising  to  fire.  To  those  coming  from 
a  distance  such  tedious  proceedings  will,  no  doubt, 
be  often  impracticable. 

The  instinct  of  these  amphibious  creatures  seldom 
allows  them  to  be  surprised  far  from  the  sea.  On 
rocky  coasts,  where  the  water  deepens  suddenly, 
only  a  few  land-shuffles  are  required  to  enable  them 
to  take  the  plunge.  Flat  sandy  beaches,  where  the 
tide  ebbs  rapidly,  may  sometimes  deceive  them ; 
but  even  there  the  look-out  is  too  good  to  give 
any  chance  of  a  shot.  I  have  watched  them  in 
the  sandbanks  of  Sligo  Bay,  on  the  west  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  seldom  saw  single  seals,  except  close 
to  the  water.  Now  and  then  the  group  allowed 
the  sea  to  recede  pretty  far,  but  they  never  all 
slept,  one  or  two  sentinels  were  always  on  the  alert, 
and  at  the  most  distant  approach  of  danger  there 
was  a  general  scramble  to  the  sea.  Two  of  my 
friends  and  I  tried  them  with  deer-toils,  but  they 
always  avoided  the  snare.  Occasionally  a  very 
young  one  was  left  high  and  dry,  but  this  also 
happens  on  rocky  coasts,  even  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  water. 

A  party  of  seal-shooters,  last  summer,  placed 
one  of  their  number  on  a  narrow  point  of  rock 
surrounded  by  deep  water.  As  there  was  nothing 
to  hide  him,  he  stood  bolt  upright,  expecting  a 
stray  chance  at  a  passing  seal.  When  his  com- 
panions had  rowed  away,  they  were  followed  by  a 
large  seal,  which  all  of  a  suMAi  spied  the  solitary 
being  on  the  rock.  Instantly  wheeling  about,  it 
made  for  him  at  its  utmost  speed.  His  friends, 
suspecting  the  monster,  shouted  to  warn  him,  but 
he  thought  they  only  meant  to  apprise  him  of  a 
fine  chance ;  he  therefore  allowed  it  to  come  quite 
close,  and  coolly  shot  it  dead.  It  was  a  female  in 
defence  of  her  young,  and  had  he  failed  in  his  aim, 
she  would  most  likely  have  toppled  hirii  over  the 
narrow  ledge  and  drowned  him  in  the  deep  water. 
He  said  that,  if  he  had  known  his  risk,  he  would 
in  all  probability  have  missed. 

The  old  seals  are  as  savage  as  deer  when  con- 
tending for  the  females.  A  west-coast  sportsman 
told  me  last  spring  that  he  killed  in  TJist  an  old 
male  with  his  neck  and  shoulders  one  mass  of  sores 
from  the  battles  he  had  been  recently  engaged  in 


NOTES  FOR  ROACH  ANGLERS. 

{From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gbevillb  Fbnnbll.) 

{Continued  from  page  5.) 


CHAPTEE  YI.— continued. 
A  French  roll  baked  the  day  previous  or  aerated 


bread  are  preferred  by  some  anglers.  Paste  made 
simply  of  flour  should  be  avoided,  as,  however 
tough  you  may  make  it,  it  wiU  gradually  become 
flabby,  and  eventually  so  soft  and  sticky  as  to  be 
perfectly  useless,  soddentng  upon  the  hook  until  it 
drops  off  by  its  own  weight. 

In  kneading  the  moistened  bread  to  make  paste 
it  is  as  well  to  place  it  in  a  piece  of  clean  rag  or  a 
handkerchief,  then  by  twisting  the  fabric  you  can 
thoroughly  press  out  all  the  superfluous  moisture, 
and  you  can  then  knead  the  mass— still  in  the 
handkerchief— to  a  proper  consistency.  A  little 
cotton  wool  or  rabbit  fur  is  sometimes  mixed  with 
the  paste,  the  better  to  ensure  its  adhesion  to  the 
hook ;  but  it  ought  not,  if  properly  made,  to  require 
such  aid,  unless  in  strong  currents, 

[Stale  bread  can  be  made  into  a  paste  by 
pounding  it  in  a  clean  mortar  with  a  little  water. 
In  fact,  this  is  the  best  method,  though  other  and 
simpler  means  answer  very  well.] 

We  know  not  whether  it  has  been  an  accidental 
coincidence,  but  we  have  noticed  that  when  we 
have  placed  a  pellet  of  paste  upon  the  hook  whUe 
our  fingers  have  been  wet  with  the  slime  of  the 
last  roach  taken,  we  have  not  had  long  to  wait  for 
another  bite. 

We  eschew  all  fanciful  baits  and  scents,  such  as 
the  fat  of  herons'  legs,  etc.  We  have  tried  some  of 
these,  as  others  have,  and  found  them  useless. 

Babies'  brains,"  "  murderers'  bones  done  to 
powder  in  a  mortar,"  we  confess  we  have  not  yet 
dared  "  to  mix  with  flour  to  a  proper  consistency," 
as  we  should  expect  the  voice  of  innocence  to  come 
from  the  first  little  fish  we  brought  to  shore,  or  be 
garotted  by  a  huge  and  vicious  pike,  who  mayhap 
in  mortal  form  had  "  swung  on  Tyburn  tree." 

Next  to  pastes,  either  white  or  coloured,  we  look 
upon  red  worms  as  best,  but  there  are  occasions 
when  natural  flies  will  be  eagerly  taken  upon  the 


surface  or  below  it.  Again,  with  some  anglers 
gentles  have  the  first  position  all  the  year  round, 
while  the  wasp-grub,  straw-bait,  cad-bait,  boiled 
malt,  wheat,  rice,  and  pearl  barley  have  each  their 
different  advocates.  The  tail  of  the  lob  worm  and 
the  red  worm  should,  however,  always  be  tried 
when  the  water  is  slightly  or  even  much  coloured, 
in  which  case  throw  in  a  few  chopped  worms  now 
and  then,  but  do  not  overdo  it.  While  the  fish  are 
biting  well  be  contented,  and  if  they  leave  off  give 
them  another  dozen  or  so.  Indeed,  if  the  fish  will 
bite  freely  without  all  this  petting  and  coaxing  so 
much  the  better.  When  fishing  with  gentles  a  few 
sparingly  thrown  in  are  quite  sufficient,  provided 
the  bleak  are  not  present  in  numbers,  when  these 
fish  will  seize  the  sinking  gentles  almost  at  the 
surface.  Should  you  find  that  this  petty  larceny 
is  going  on,  get  a  lump  of  clay  and  put  a  dozen  or 
so  of  gentles  therein,  which  will  carry  them  to  the 
bottom,  and  they  will  soon  escape  through  the  clay 
to  become  the  prey  of  the  larger  fish,  which  will 
swim  about  the  ball  of  clay,  expectant  of  greater 
store  than  it  really  possesses. 

Should  the  bleak  become  annoying,  the  best  plan 
to  get  rid  of  them  for  a  time  is  to  throw  a  little  dry 
bran  upon  the  surface  of  the  stream,  when  all  the 
smaU  fry  will  follow  it.  This  may  be  repeated 
occasionally.  Harry  Crystal! ,  an  excellent  roach 
and  chub  fisher,  whenever  troubled  by  bleak,  takes 
a  good- sized  pellet  of  paste,  and  forming  it  into  the 
shape  of  a  cup,  fills  the  cavity  with  dry  bran ;  he 
puts  the  whole  upon  his  hook,  and  as  this  bait 
sinks  it  gives  forth  the  sparkling  portions  of  bran, 
which  are  carried  down  the  stream  and  attract  the 
small  fish.  Thus  while  these  fry  are  contending 
for  the  atoms  the  large  roach,  perceiving  the  more 
valuable  prize,  dart  through  the  occupied  swarm 
and  take  it.  No  ground-bait  is  reqiiired  by  this 
method,  but  at  the  best  it  is,  of  course,  only  fanciful. 

In  bank-fishing  once  at  Culham,  on  the  Thames, 
with  the  Hon.  R.  B.,  a  very  skilful  roach  fisher, 
we  found  ourselves  beaten,  both  in  weight  and 
number,  to  a  most  shameful  extent.    He  was  fishing 
with  a  single  hair  line  and  light  float  similar  to  our 
own,  and  we  watched  him  closely,  while  he  took  a 
roach  at  nearly  every  swim._  He  was  fishing  with 
paste  of  a  dirty  colour,  fiUiping  every  now  and  then 
a  few  pellets  of  it  at  his  float,  and  then  carefully 
returning  the  paste  to  a  small  side  pocket  in  his 
shooting  coat.     We  asked  him,  with  an  air  of 
apparent  indifference,  for  a  small  portion  of  his 
paste,  a  request  which  he  good-humouredly  declined, 
observing,  in  doing  so,  that  one  of  the  fundamental 
rules  of  angling  was  to  be  independent  of  others, 
and  therefore  he  advised  us  to  make  our  ovm  paste, 
pointing  at  the  same  time  to  his  bag  on  the  grass,  in 
which  we  should  find  plenty  of  the  crumb  of  bread. 
This  awakened  our  suspicions,  and  we,  watching 
our  opportunity,  with  a  playful  show  of  banter, 
knocked  the  paste  out  of  his  hand,  picked  it  up, 
and  ran  away  with  it.    A  glance  at  the  liunp 
sufficed,  and  it  was  as  quickly  returned  to  its  owner. 
Now  what  did  this  observation  afford  ?    That  the 
half-digested  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  roach 
had  been  mixed  up  with  the  paste.    We  took  the 
hint,  and  then,  and  often  since  then,  we  have  had 
recourse  to  this  expedient,  and  found  it  (although 
not  invariably)  effective. 

{To  be  continued.) 


Tarpon  Fishing  round  Jamaica. — During  my 
visit  to  Jamaica  last  winter  it  came  to  my  know- 
ledge that  tarpon  fishing  was  to  be  had  all  round 
the  island,  and  particularly  at  the  mouths  of  the 
principal  rivers,  such  as  the  Eio  Grande,  in  the 
Parish  of  Portland,  the  Great  Eiver  in  Hanover, 
and  Black  Eiver  in  St.  Elizabeth.  I  was  told  that 
the  fish  had  frequently  been  caught  off  Port  Eoyal, 
and  a  friend,  a  good  sportsman  of  the  old  school, 
has  sent  me  a  scale,  which  I  enclose,  of  one  caught 
quite  recently  off  Old  Harbour.  Unfortunately, 
the  weight  of  this  fish  was  not  stated,  but  comparing 
the  size  of  the  scale  with  one  from  a  fish  921b. 
weight  caught  at  Corpus  Christi,  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  I  should  say  it  could  not  have  been  less 
than  601b.  In  addition  to  tarpon,  there  is  the 
snook,  a  verj'  gamy  fish  that  frequents  the  rivers 
and  grows  to  a  considerable  size,  whilst  there  is 
the  king-fish,  a  wholesale  dealer  in  fishing  tackle, 
to  be  met  with  out  in  the  bays.  I  venture  to 
trouble  you  with  these  particulars  as  they  may 
interest  many  who  believe  that  tarpon  fishing  is  to 
be  had  onlj-  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Gulf 
Ports.— J.  P.  in  the  Field. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  Loudon  Bridge 
given  below 

f  30  min.  for  Chelsea.  f55  min.  for  Kew. 

|4U   ,,     ,,  Putney.  AdilJ''^   "     "  Richmond. 

,  Hammersmith.        180   ,,     ,,  Twickenham. 


Add 


45 
(50 


Barnes. 


Teddington. 


Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hiqh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning. 

Saturday,     July  13    11.18  

Sunday,           „  14    —   

Monday,          ,,  15    0.53   

Tuesday,          „  16    1.49   

Wednesday,     „  17    2.35   

Thursday,        „  18    3.20   

Friday,          ,,  19    4.  1   


Evening. 
....  11.54 
....  0.25 
....  1.22 
....  2.13 
....  2.5S 
....  3.41 
....  4.21 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genehal  Ebmaeks. — The  river  has  been 
much  disturbed  during  the  early  part  of  the  week  by 
the  returning  craft  from  Henley  regatta,  and  very  little 
sport  has  been  had.  At  Cookham  practically  nothing 
has  been  done  piscatorially.  At  Cliveden  chub  up  to 
21b.  have  been  caught  by  vyhipping  with  gentles.  At 
Hurley  Mill  pool  several  anglers  have  been  fishing 
and  one  or  two  have  been  at  Bray.  A  lady  and  gentle- 
man fishing  at  Boveney  Weir  on  July  7  had  two  small 
trout,  some  good  chub  and  barbel,  but  the  Windsor 
reach  has  fished  badly.  There  is  a  fair  stream  in  the 
lower  reaches — from  Marlow  downwards — but  the 
water  is  very  bright  and  there  are  plenty  of  weeds  in 
evidence.  Clients  of  Knight,  at  Kingston,  have  been 
getting  plenty  of  roach  and  small  barbel.  Josh 
Wilkes,  the  oldest  Kingston  professional,  is  again  on 
the  warpath,  and  has  been  getting  bream  and  roach ; 
but  the  pleasure  traffic  is  stiU  interfering  with  fishing, 
and  as  dusk  approaches,  which  is  really  the  best  time 
to  fish,  the  water  is  much  disturbed  by  bathers,  so 
that  Thames  anglers,  except  at  the  weirs  and  quieter 
reaches,  are  not  having  a  very  rosy  time  of  it  just  now 
— E'.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Bourne  End). — We  have  had  some  good 

chub  and  gudgeon  fishing  this  week.  Mr.  W.  Wise  has 
had  some  nice  chub,  some  up  to  31b.  in  weight.  Mr. 
Smith  and  myself  caught  eighteen  nice  dace,  some 
of  them  rvmning  up  to  Jib.  each.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  last  a  gentleman  had  two  dozen  fine  dace  and 
some  good  roach.  The  water  is  very  bright.  We  want 
rain  badly  to  freshen  the  river. — J.  Wainweight. 

  (Iiechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.) — Some  stretches 

in  these  districts  are  in  very  fair  order,  whilst  others 
are  weedy  and  bothering  to  the  angler,  yellow  water- 
lilies  being  about  in  thousands.  Some  very  good  sport 
has  been  had  with  roach,  chub,  and  perch  in  the  St. 
John's  Bridge,  Buscot,  Hart's  Weir,  and  Radcot 
waters.  Near  the  Trout,  at  St.  John's  Bridge,  the 
otters  have  again  accounted  for  a  big  jack  and  some 
barbel,  just  biting  a  piece  out  of  the  back  and 
shoulders  and  leaving  them  about  dead  on  the  river 
bank.  Amongst  many  others  whom  I  have  seen  out 
here  are  Messrs.  Bettany,  Davis,  John  Morgan,  F 
Lockwood,  E.  Burge,  A.  Perry,  A.  Rawlinson,  Burton, 
Pierce,  C.  Powell,  Kempster,  Johnson,  etc.  Mr.  Davis 
has  had  a  good  time  with  the  roach  on  the  St.  John's 
Bridge  length.  I  saw  as  late  as  Friday,  July  5,  a  small 
cloud  of  very  dark-winged  Grey  Drakes  opposite  the 
Trout,  and  the  big  chub  made  short  work  of  those  that 
dapped  on  the  water.  Gentles,  caddis  worm,  and 
creed  wheat  have  been  slaying  both  chub  and  roach 
and  live  minnow  and  worm  the  big  perch  and  tench 
Several  small  jack  have  been  caught  and  returned, 
Barbelling  items  are  still  quiet.  Clouds  of  Black  and 
Brown  Alders,  Cowdung  Flies,  and  Gnats  are  on  the 
water  every  evening,  and  the  chub  and  dace  rise  well 
to  them.  The  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  has,  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Gloucester 
shire  County  Council,  who  are  about  to  put  it  in 
thorough  repair.  It  should  eventually  prove  a  good 
angling  ground. — The  Rambles. 

Ancholme  District. — In  a  match  fished  near 
Brigg  by  the  Hull  Angling  Club  on  Wednesday  last 
ten  members  only  competed,  and  they  got  just  under 
801b.  total.  Barrick  was  first  with  181b.,  King  second 
141b.,  Weldon  third  111b.,  Laurence  fourth  111b.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  Parkin,  of  Wadsley,  got  201b.  bream ; 
on  Monday  Mr.  Wheelhouse  151b.  Tench  up  to  21b., 
perch  up  to  IJlb.,  and  small  pike  are  being  taken. — 
Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Barle  (Simonsbath). — Although  with  the  water 
low,  some  very  good  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the 
evenings.  A  visitor  staying  at  the  Exmoor  Forest 
Hotel  succeeded  in  landing  a  fine  fish  on  the  9th 
weighing  31b. — IMarch  Brown. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Water beach).  —  Since  last 
report  the  weed  cutter  has  paid  a  visit  here.  Sport 
amongst  roach  has  been  quiet ;   several  anglers  out, 


best  sport  with  silver  bream  by  the  locks,  up  to  IJlb. 
each.  Some  good  perch  have  been  had.  Gudgeon, 
which  are  fine  here,  seen  by  shoals.  Excellent  sport 
is  now  being  had  with  eels  ;  look-keeper  Beasley  caught 
the  largest  seen  here  for  years. — John  0.  Geobge, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams.  —  The  rivers,  which  have 
dwindled  to  mere  brooks  and  are  as  clear  as  gin,  are 
deserted.  A  trout  or  two  have  been  taken  in  the 
evening,  but  day  fishing  both  for  trout  or  peal  is 
entirely  useless. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.) — 
Weather  very  hot ;  light  air  from  north-east.  Water 
much  lower  and  very  cle^r.  Fish  shy  and  not  rising 
till  evening  ;  then  at  small  flies,  but  generally  refuse. 
I  only  got  sport  on  the  sedge,  which  accounted  for  a 
brace  the  other  evening ;  not  such  good  fish  as  last 
time.    Prospects  poor. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  is  very 
low  and  fine,  and  dapping  with  the  worm  is  the  most 
successful  bait.  Several  trout  of  fair  size  have  been 
caught  in  the  Hems,  by  night  fishing,  by  Mr.  Ackrell, 
whilst  at  Totnes  Weir,  on  Saturday  night  (July  6), 
peal  were  creeled  by  Messrs.  M.  Revell,  H.  T. 
Distin,  and  E.  Distin,  and  a  12Jlb.  trout  was 
landed  on  the  same  spot  by  Mr.  Garrow  Green. 
On  July  G  that  gentleman  also  secured  a  fine 
peal  with  worm.  On  Monday,  the  8th,  fishing  at 
Staverton,  Mr.  W.  F.  Tollit  landed  three  peal  and  ten 
trout,  a  really  fine  basket.  Two  fine  trout  were  creeled 
by  a  Buckfastleigh  gentleman,  fishing  in  Mr.  Nichol's 
water.  Peal  are  now  coming  into  the  river  very  freely. 
Of  the  flies  in  use  the  Coachman,  Alexandra,  grey 
back  with  silver  body,  are  the  most  successful.  At  the 
Weir  the  net  fishermen  have  had  a  poor  time,  only 
catching  two  salmon  during  the  past  week ;  the  catches 
at  Dittisham  and  Stoke  Gabriel  have  also  been 
small,  probably  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water. — 
Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torks.)— The  river  still  keeps 
very  low  and  bright.  Fishing  almost  in  abeyance. 
We  cannot  hope  for  much  sport  until  we  have  had  a 
good  fresh  down  the  river. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Very  little  sport  has  been 
had  during  the  past  week,  and  most  ot  the  streams 
have  been  running  very  low.  Angling  in  the  upper 
Dart  is  very  slow  ;  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  the 
catches  have  been  small.  The  Teign,  Yeo,  Culm,  and 
Creedy  are  very  low,  and  sport  has  not  been  very  free. 
— Devonian. 

Bsk  (Whitby).— Sport  on  this  river  continues 
impracticable,  and  in  consequence  anglers  have 
discontinued  fishing  the  water  with  rod  and  Ime. 
It  is  impossible  to  obtain  sport  until  a  good  flood  shall 
change  the  water  from  its  present  low  condition,  and 
clear  the  weeds  from  the  upper  waters.  The  pro- 
fessional fishermen  continue  to  take  good  numbers  of 
well  conditioned  salmon  apd  trout  from  the  sea.  Sea 
angling  has  been  providing  moderate  sport  during  the 
past  week.  The  latter  part  of  the  month,  will,  it  is 
anticipated,  witness  an  improvement  in  this  branch  of 
angling.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  report 
the  weather,  from  a  piscatorial  point  of  view,  has  been 
very  unfavourable,  although  harvesters  are  welcoming 
the  bright  hot  weather.  Only  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  and  the  late  ones  of  the  evening  account  for 
any  sport  at  all.  Some  few  trout  have  been  taken  with 
Red  Spinner,  Coachman,  Governor,  and  by  up  worm  fish- 
ing Near  the  railway  station  several  perch  have  been 
taken,  but  they  run  small,  and  the  pike  are  very  much 
in  evidence,  Mr.  Collins  taking  four  last  week  (best 
fish  over  71b.),  and  another  angler  has  had  ten  pike 
near  St.  David's  station,  but  no  specimen  samples. 
Some  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  in  the  canal, 
and  some  carp  have  been  run  but  have  appropriated 
the  too  fine  tackle  offered  them.  For  the  benefit  of 
visiting  anglers  I  may  inform  you  that  Mr.  Pnckman 
has  a  tine  sample  of  all  kinds  of  bait,  and  supphes 
tickets  and  all  informatfon  as  to  the  free  angling 
stations  both  here  and  in  the  district.— Red  Palmer. 

Ten  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Camtos.J— 
Angling  has  begun  to  be  fairly  good  in  this  district. 
The  rains  since  the  beginning  of  the  month  have  fallen 
pretty  copiously,  with  the  result  that  the  drains 
around  Wisbech,  Tydd,  Outwell,  etc.,  have  been  yield- 
ing well.  Perhaps  the  most  noted  sport  in  this 
district  was  had  on  the  Middle  Level  Drain,  noted  for 
its  fine  bream  fishing.  The  wide  stretch  of  water 
about  Outwell  Sluice  has  had  many  visitors  and  a  lot 
of  fish  have  come  to  hand  between  21b.  and  41b.  each. 
Roach  anglers  have  not  done  so  well.— Limpet. 

Grove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent).— The  river  from 
Blood  Point  to  Pluck's  Gutter  is  in  excellent  condition 
and  continues  to  yield  good  sport  with  roach,  bream 
and  perch,  and  the  welcome  rams  have  done  much  to 
improve  waters  above  the  Ferry  to  Sturry  ;  dm-mg  the 
week  Mr.  Zerfass,  of  the  Gresham,  and  Dr.  Isherwood, 
of  Ramsgate,  have  had  capital  sport ;  included  m  the 
take  by  the  latter  were  roach  lib.  12oz.  and  four  others 
over  lAlb.,  also  perch  up  to  IJlb.  Many  Londoners 
were  down  on  July  7,  Mr.  J.  Wneelhouse,  Blackfriars, 
and  Mr.  W.  Hersant,  Battersea  Friendly,  both  having 
good   baskets   of  roach;   heaviest  bream  reported 


this  week  is  one  of  3Jlb.  Visitors  to  Margate, 
Ramsgate,  Heme  Bay,  Deal,  etc.,  are  reminded  that 
the  South  Eastern  Railway  run  cheap  trips  to  Grove 
Ferry  by  certain  trains ;  for  particulars  see  the  official 
time-table. — J.  K. 

Hsrthe  and  Sandgate  (Royal sMilitary  Canal). 
— The  water  here  has  been  in  capital  order  since  the 
opening  day,  although  not  quite  so  many  patrons  have 
visited  as  in  former  seasons.  Some  good  takes  of  fish 
have  been  recorded,  including  many  specimens.  Tench 
and  bream  have  been  mad  on,  Mr.  Glass,  secretary  of 
the  Walham  Green  Angling  Society,  in  two  visits 
capturing  291b.  and  801b.,  several  weighing  over  81b., 
some  of  which,  I  hear,  are  to  be  honoured  with  a  glass 
case. — H. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — The  water  of  the 
Idle  has  greatly  improved  during  the  last  fortnight. 
Fishing,  however,  is  not  very  brisk,  still  some  anglers 
have  captured  a  few  bream  about  Bollam.  Dace  have 
been  very  lively  about  Scrooby,  and  a  few  baskets  have 
come  up  containing  bream,  dace,  and  a  few  roacli. 
Some  of  the  trout  anglers  have  been  doing  better  on 
the  waters  about  Worksop,  and  sport  is  reported  to 
be  fairly  good  on  the  water  about  Clayworth. — L. 

Iiark  (Mildenhall,  Barton  Mills,  West  Bow, 
Isleham,  Icklingham,  etc.). — Water  in  good  con- 
dition since  the  rains,  and  fish  in  the  lower  stretches 
of  this  pretty  river  are  feeding  well,  creed  wheat 
being  the  favourite  bait.  Three  lots  of  remarkably 
fine  dace  I  saw  taken  with  the  fly,  Black  Gnats 
and  Yellow  Dun.  Several  of  these  fish  weighed 
close  on  12oz.,  and  it  would  have  delighted 
the  heart  of  "  Dragnet  "  to  have  seen  them.  Plenty 
of  good  roach  can  now  be  taken  near  West 
Row  and  Isleham,  but  it  is  certainly  too  early  for  tliese 
fish ;  hundreds  of  small  bream  are  taken  during  the 
evening  in  the  Ouse  and  Cam  and  occasionally  a  few 
large  ones.  The  waters  have  increased  during  the 
last  few  days.  A  brace  of  pretty  trout,  5Jlb.,  were 
taken  near  Barton  Mills  on  Monday,  July  8,  by  Mr. 
Hewlett. — Raven. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  hot  weather  has 
caused  fish  to  be  very  shy  in  the  daytime,  and  little 
has  been  done  with  the  roach  until  the  evening,  when 
white  paste,  "  cads,"  and  gentles  have  accounted  for 
some  nice  fish,  if  no  heavy  baskets.  Many  anglers 
have  been  out  from  four  o'clock  to  half-past  eight,  this 
being  the  most  favourable  time  to  catch  the  roach  on 
the  feed.  Bream  and  carp  ought  to  feed  now,  the 
former  in  the  morning  and  the  latter  in  the  ev(ining. 
Both  in  the  public  and  private  reaches  of  the  Lea  I 
have  this  last  few  days  seen  some  splendid  bream  on 
the  move.  A  good  spot  for  bream  now  is  the  Broad- 
water above  St.  Margaret's.  It  holds  many  fine  bream, 
and  this  is  where  I  have  seen  some  of  those  fish. 
Good  tench  and  eels  are  also  to  be  picked  up  here  on 
the  worm.  Eels  up  to  21b.  have  been  taken  at  Hert- 
ford, also  some  dace,  but  the  roach  have  been  quite  off 
the  feed.  Many  perch  are  being  caught  and  returned, 
as  they  do  not  come  into  season  until  Aug.  1.  The 
Stort  has  not  escaped  the  storm  showers  visiting  some 
parts  of  East  Anglia,  and  is  fresh  if  clear.  A  few 
roach  and  perch  are  being  caught,  chiefly  in  the 
evening.  No  sport  is  reported  from  the  Rib  or  Beane. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — These  waters  have  been  well 
patronised.  Sport  among  bream  still  continues  to  be 
good.  The  best  bags  of  the  week  have  been  4J,  3J, 
and  2J  stone  downwards,  and  the  average  size  of  the 
fish  has  been  very  good.  The  roach,  too,  have  com- 
menced to  feed,  several  catches  having  been  reported, 
the  best  of  which  weighed  121b.  Over  one  hundred  new 
members  have  joined  since  the  start  of  the  season,  and 
I  should  like  to  once  more  remind  London  anglers 
that  there  are  now  very  few  vacancies,  so  that  those 
who  wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  grand  sport  these 
waters  are  affording  must  hurry  up.— Percy  W.  Gray. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
continue  to  run  clear,  and  have  gone  down  since  last 
week.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot  and  rain  has 
threatened,  but  has  not  been  sufficient  to  affect  the 
water,  and  a  good  downfall  is  wanted  to  refresh  the 
river.  Angling  has  been  quiet  during  the  daytime, 
and  the  best  sport  has  been  had  in  the  morning  and 
late  in  the  evening,  when  some  very  good  lots  of  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  landed  with  fly.  Minnow 
fishing  has   been  good  and  nice  trout  landed, — 

GWYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  very  low  and  clear.  With  the  present 
bright  and  hot  weather  fishing  is  slow ;  except  in  the 
evening  there  is  but  little  chance  of  sport.  Plies  on 
are  numerous,  the  best  should  be  Yellow  Dun,  Sky 
Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Black  Palmer,  Black  Gnat, 
Spinners  (Red  and  Golden),  Owls  and  Coachman. 
Wasp  Grub  (which  is  plentiful)  has  accounted  for  a 
few  baskets,  mostly  taken  late  in  the  evening  or  during 
the  night— anything  but  a  sportsmanlike  mode  of 
angling.  Minnow  has  not  done  so  well  as  usual. 
Grayling  are  now  beginning  to  rise.  Rain  is  much 
wanted  to  rise  and  cleanse  the  rivers,  after  which  sportr 
should  improve  at  once. — R.  T.  Williams. 
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Medway,  Yalding  (Kent).— On  July  7  and  8,  Mr. 
S.  C.  Norton  caught  chub  weighing  over  '2'^\h.  and 
several  close  upon  21b.,  the  whole  weight  being  about 
101b.  Messrs.  Bottom  and  Odgens  caught  bream 
weighing  just  over  201b.  and  nice  size,  chub  being 
specially  caught  with  cherries  and  bream  with  marsh 
worms. — R.  Hunt. 

Nene  (Peterborougli). — Sanguine  anticipations  of 
good  sport  after  the  nice  rain  of  last  week  have  proved 
abortive,  as  although  many  of  our  "  old  hands  "  turned 
out  at  the  end  of  the  week,  no  catches  of  importance 
can  be  recorded.  This  week  the  water  is  too  bright, 
and  the  bream  are  quite  off  the  feed  just  now.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  at  Thorney  among  the  pike,  Mr. 
Harold  Law  landing  specimens  weighing  7f  lb.  and  81b. ; 
Mr.  B.  Bailey  one  weighing  111b. ;  and  Mr.  Percy  Law 
one  weighing  51b.  Mr.  C.  H.  Scotchbrook,  Thornby, 
caught  a  fine  eel,  4flb.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Since  last  report 
the  river  has  fined  down  after  the  last  heavy  freshet, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  (Wednesday,  July  10)  in  ex- 
cellent order  for  fiy-fishing,  having  very  much  improved 
b\  the  absence  of  the  floating  weed  and  dirt  which  was 
so  plentiful  before  the  rains.  During  the  past  week 
several  good  takes  have  occurred.  On  Thursday  even- 
ing, July  4,  a 'gentleman  fishing  at  Tipton  St.  .John 
landed,  besides  some  brown  trout,  a  handsome  sea- 
trout  of  Iflb.,  in  perfect  condition.  It  is  high  up  the 
stream  to  get  a  sea-trout,  Tipton  being  eight  miles 
from  the  mouth,  and  a  great  many  weirs  intervening ; 
but  the  case  is  not  without  precedent.  Trout  are 
rising  well  every  evening  about  nine  o'clock,  and  some 
fine  ones  have  been  caught;  a  Silver  Sedge  is  the 
favourite  fly. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
Water  a  better  colour  since  the  rain,  which  caused 
quite  a  little  flood  here,  and  brought  the  fish  on  nicely. 
Chub  took  well  (the  largest  41b.  3oz.),  and  perch  have 
been  right  on  the  feed.  Mr.  Wilmot  got  a  good  lot, 
many  of  them  IJlb.  each,  all  on  lobs.  He  had  two  at 
one  time  on  his  paternoster.  Best  bream  this  week, 
31b. — A.  ScABD. 

  (Hunting'don). — The  opinion  expressed  in 

my  last  report  that  the  river  just  now  was  weU  worth 
a  visit  has  been  amply  verified,  the  local  bream  and 
roach  fishermen  having  had  a  high  old  time.  Amongst 
the  best  catches  were  thirty-two  bream  caught  near 
the  sewer  by  Messrs.  Clapworthy  and  Crow  on  July  6 
and  7  ;  fifteen  good  fish  were  taken  in  two  hours  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  from  the  Brampton  Waters  by  Mr. 
Pelbrough ;  whilst  at  Hartford  Mr.  A.  Shepherd,  on 
July  5,  caught  twelve,  the  three  largest  scaling 
31b.  lloz.,  .31b.  IJoz.,  and  31b.  2^oz.  respectively.  A 
couple  of  nice  roach,  scaling  together  21b.  13oz,,  have 
also  been  taken.  Perch  have  also  been  feeding  well, 
the  largest  I  have  heard  of  scaling  lib.  6^oz.  Chub 
have  been  rising  fairly  well  at  the  fly,  but  have  been 
rather  small.  Water  a  very  fair  colour,  and  prospects 
still  very  good.— C.  A.  Beyant. 

 (St.  Neots). — The  water  maintains  its  proper 

level,  and  is  in  very  fair  condition,  though  a  shade 
more  colour  would  no  doubt  improve  it.  Bream  and 
roach  have  been  feeding,  many  of  the  former  scaling 
21b.  to  31b. ;  their  appetites  are,  however,  very  erratic. 
Chub  have  been  taking  the  fly,  and  the  largest  fish  so 
far  that  I  have  heard  of  scaled  41b.  5oz. — W.  N. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Most  of  the  small  streams 
are  so  low  that  trouting  is  practically  impossible,  but 
plenty  of  coarse  fish  have  been  caught  in  the  Severn 
by  bottom  fishing,  as  well  as  on  the  fly.  Morning  and 
evening  angling  is  to  be  recommended.  The  pools 
should  now  be  visited  in  preference  to  the  running 
waters. — Hapren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  rain  which  fell  in  this  neighbourhood  on 
Friday  (July  5),  although  very  copious  in  some  places, 
was  much  too  partial  to  have  any  effect  on  the  state  of 
the  rivers,  which  still  continue  very  low  and  bright. 
Those  anglers  fortunate  enough  to  be  out  after  the 
heavy  rain  ceased  enjoyed  capital  sport  on  that  even- 
ing and  the  following  day,  but  since  that  time,  owing 
to  the  extremely  hot  weather  and  glaring  sunshine 
throughout  the  day,  very  little  sport  has  been  had,  and 
the  most  successful  anglers  are  the  early  risers  and 
late  birds.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  day  not  a 
single  fish  can  be  seen  stirring,  and  at  such  times 
those  in  search  of  coarse  fish  get  the  best  sport  in  the 
deepest  pools  in  the  rivers  and  in  the  most  shaded 
places. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams,  Rivers,  and  Harbours.— The 
heavy  showers  have  materially  improved  rivers — in 
fact,  the  water  has  been  running  a  bit  too  fast  and 
clouded.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Ouse. 
Mr.  Doughty  has  taken  roach  up  to  lib.  14|oz.,  and 
Mr.  E.  Ash,  carp  up  to  41b.  The  big  tides  have 
affected  the  tidal  water  at  and  above  Lewes,  and  but 
little  has  been  done.  Roach  are  feeding  fairly  well  in 
the  Adur  on  paste.  In  the  upper  reaches  at  Henfield 
carp  have  given  sport,  fish  up  to  3^lh.  being  secured. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is,  bar  weeds,  in  good  order  ; 
plenty  of  sport  has  been  had  with  small  fry,  roach  and 
bream  up  to  8oz.  A  small  carp  of  3^\h.  was  taken 
on  Saturday  near  Donington,  and  "bream  up  to 
lib.  7oz.    Eels  of  2§lb.  have  been  captured  with  dead 


bait.  From  the  harbour,  liass  up  to  81b.  have  been 
captured,  and  mullet  weighing  21b.  2oz.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— I'llfects  of  the  late  rain  all 
gone,  the  sun  more  ])owerful,  and  only  coarse  fishing 
under  the  shade  of  any  good.  I'ass  and  mullet 
are  taken  in  the  river,  and  a  few  salmon  in  the  nets. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — At  time  of 
writing  (July  9)  the  river  is  very  low.  A  little 
sport  may  still  be  had  by  early  morning  and  evening 
fishing.    A  heavy  rainfall  much  needed. — H. 

Tame  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  in 
fair  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot, 
and  the  river  is  getting  low  again.  Rain  has  threatened 
but  keeps  off  and  before  long  we  shall  have  a  good 
thunderstorm  which  will  refresh  the  river  and  improve 
the  fishing.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet  during  the 
day  ;  the  best  time  for  fishing  has  been  in  the  morning 
and  evening  when  the  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed, 
and  some  good  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed 
with  Hy. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 

clear,  but  is  getting  low,  and  is  in  want  of  a  good  fall 
of  rain  to  refresh  the  river  and  cool  the  air.  It  is  very 
liot,  and  angling  during  the  daytime  is  at  a  standstill, 
the  fish  scarcely  moving.  The  best  time  for  sport  is 
in  the  early  morning  and  evening,  when  the  fish  rise 
well  and  take  fly  freely.  A  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out  and  have  used  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Coach- 
man, Yellow  Dun,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Wiokham,  and 
some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed.  With  rain 
sport  would  improve. — Wohckstbr. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  has  again  run  into 
fine  condition  for  barbel  fishing,  and  swims  should  now 
be  baited.  Chub  are  numerous  in  the  shallows  and 
rapids.  On  Monday  morning  (July  8),  Mr.  David 
Slater  took  seven  fly-fishing,  and  the  same  morning, 
early,  I  landed  eight  chub  and  a  couple  of  barbel, 
using  cad-baits  as  the  lure — these  from  the  Muskham 
fishery.  Lower  down  the  river  in  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  Mr.  Slater  took  seven  barbel  with  worms. 
At  the  end  of  the  previous  week,  Mr.  P.  Cox  took 
eight  barbel  from  the  lower  water,  and  many  eels  and 
flounders  have  been  bagged  therefrom.  Some  bream 
have  been  taken,  but  they  are  not  yet  in  condition. — 
Teentsider. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Water  low  and  clear. 

Few  fishermen  turn  out,  but  I  should  think  there 
ought  to  be  plenty  of  trout  caught  by  anyone  taking 
the  trouble  to  try  the  little  worm  up  stream. — E.  J. 
Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

The  best  sport  on  the  Witham  appears  to  have  been 
had  between  the  Grand  Sluice  and  Anton  Gowts. 
Enormous  quantities  of  bream  have  been  captured 
from  this  length  especially  near  the  Witham  Tavern. 
One  bream  scaled  6|lb.,  another  61b.  loz.,  and  many 
between  31b.  and  51b.  On  other  sections  of  the  river 
a  few  decent  roach  have  been  captured  between  Kirk- 
stead  and  Tattershall.  On  the  drains  around  Boston 
some  good  takes  have  come  from  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  a  grand  catch  of  roach  scaling  141b.  was  got  near 
Richardson's  Bridge.  Bream  up  to  51b.  have  come 
from  the  Kelsey  lengths. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  yet  very  low,  but  they  are  in  order  for  fly- 
fishing, and  a  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  from  both 
rivers,  fishing  late  in  the  evening,  as  it  is  useless  to 
fish  in  the  middle  of  the  day  during  the  hot  weather 
we  are  now  having.  A  few  may  be  picked  up  dibbing 
under  the  bushes  with  Bluebottle  Fly.  Several 
members  of  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  have  obtained 
some  good  fish,  both  trout  and  grayling.  Also 
members  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation water  have  taken  one,  two,  and  three  brace 
each.  The  only  favourable  time  is  from  6  p.m.  to  9  or 
even  10  o'clock,  as  the  best  fish  are  on  the  move 
during  the  night.  Useful  flies  are  Yellow  Dun, 
Dotterel  hackle.  Coachman,  White  and  Brown 
Moths. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
The  almost  tropical  heat  of  the  past  few  days  has  had 
its  effect  on  both  fish  and  fishermen,  consequently  few 
anglers  have  been  out  in  the 'broiling  hot  sun,  and 
what  little  sport  has  been  met  with  up  the  Yore  has 
taken  place  early  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  evening. 
A  few  fine  trout  have  been  caught  quite  into  the  night 
with  the  Bustard  or  the  Beck  Moth.  A  few  grayling 
have  been  caught  with  the  Brown  Owl,  Coachman, 
Poult  Bloa,  Light  Watchet,  Knotted  and  Stone 
Midges.  Prom  the  Swale  and  its  tributary  streams. 
I  hear  fish  are  very  bad  indeed  to  catch.  There  is 
little  doing  in  the  main  river,  and  a  Leeds  club, 
consisting  of  seventeen  anglers,  fished  a  match  at 


"Selected  Hokse  Hair."— Sample,  25  lengths  best  quality, 
suitable  for  trout  casts,  2s.  ;  50  lengths,  best  quality,  suitable  for 
flies,  2s.  6d.  Dropper  lengths,  ready  knetted,  2s.  per  100.  Hair 
casts,  selected,  Is.  each  ;  5s.  per  half-dozen.  Twisted  hair  tops, 
1  yard,  tapered  for  attaching  to  reel  lines,  4d.  each.  Trout  flies 
for  all  rivers  to  best  long  hair.  Is.  9d.  per  dozen.  Droppers, 
Is.  6d.  per  dozen.  Flies  to  pattern  same  price.  Mounted  hair 
casts,  3  yards  with  3  flies,  Is.  4d.  each  ;  4  flies.  Is.  6d.  each.  Fly 
dressing  material  of  all  kinds.— J.  E.  Miilbr,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street.  Leeds. 


Hrafferton,  the  catch  mostly  consisting  of  gudgeon, 
and  the  man  at  the  scales  was  not  troubled  bv  the 
majority  of  the  anglers.     A  well  -  known  medical 
gentleman  got  a  nice  dish  of  trout  weighing  4*11). 
the  other  day  in  the  Codbeck  with  the  fly.  Very 
little  has  been  done  of  late  in  the  Bedale  Beck, 
haymaking  claiming   nearly  all    the  time  of  the 
local  hands,  and  there  is  no  inducement  for  visitors 
to  visit    the    district    at    present.     My  Wharfe- 
dale  correspondent  says   there  is  next  to  nothing 
in  the  way  of  trout  fishing  in  the  higher  waters,  and 
the  few  anglers  that  have  visited  the  river  at  F.urnsall, 
Appletreewick,  Bolton,  and  Addingham  have  found  the 
best  sport  early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the  even- 
ing with  up-stream  worm  and  spinning  the  natural 
minnow ;  and  at  Collingham,  Wetherby,  lioston  Spa, 
Newton  Kyme,  and  Tadcaster  sport  with  the  bottom' 
has  been  moderate.    The  Derwent  has  run  down  very 
low  and  clear,  and  sport  has  been  very  poor,  although 
it   has   been    fairly  patronised  liy  Leeds  and  \'ork 
anglers  at  Weldrako  and  Cottiiigwith,  and  is  at  Ihi-. 
time  of  the  year  visited  by  olulis  who  are  lidding  their 
annual  matches.    Prom  various  reports  from  lakes 
and  reservoirs  I  hear  the  moths  and  midges  are  doing 
great  execution  in  the  evenings,  especially  between 
eight  and  ten  o'clock,  and  I  can  recommend  them 
as  being  good  killers.— John  E.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 

—Pishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had.  Dr.  Liman — July  1  (28 
101b.)  ;  3rd  (12,  Gib.,  and  1  grilse,  31b.)  ;  ,5th  (91b.).' 
Mrs.  Lunan  and  Mr.  Scott— 1st  (131b.) ;  3rd  (ll|lb.) ; 
5th  (1.51b.).  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Tottenham— 1st 
(141b.).  Miss  Tottenham— 1st  (14,  5Uh.,  and  1  feror 
31b.).  Mr.  Hope— 1st  (22,  101b.).  "Mr.  Scott— 2nd 
(151b.);  4th  (lljlb.).  Mr.  Hall— 2nd  (14,  .51b.):  Gth 
(24,  171b.).  Mrs.  Edwards  and  Miss  Tottenham— 2nd 
(19,  8Jlb.)  ;  4th  (21,  71b.).  Mr.  Tottenham- 2nd  (15, 
71b.)  ;  4th  (24,  81b.)  ;  6th  (16,  7|-lb.).  Mr.  Grierson— 
2nd  (5Jlb.).  Mr.  Prior— 2nd  (91b.).  Mr.  Hope  and 
Miss  Tottenham— 3rd  (12,  5Jlb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prior 
—3rd  (71b.);  6th  (22,  71b.).'  Mrs.  Edwards— .3rd  (15, 
91b.).  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Hope— 4th  (13,  81b.) ; 
6th  (8j|lb.).  Messrs.  Prior,  Grierson,  and  Uthe— 
4th  (19,  91b.).  Messrs.  Prior  and  Grierson— 5th  (121b.) 
Mrs.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Hall— 5th  (18,  9ilb.).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Grierson— 6th  (20,61b.).  Mr.  Uthe— 6th  (13, 
81b.)— David  Munro. 

Deverou  (BanflFshire).- In  the  Deveron  district 
the  sea  and  river  fishings  are  backward.  There  has 
been  no  rain  for  some  time  and  the  river  is  very  small. 
Unless  a  flood  comes  soon  to  clear  away  the  debris 
which  is  accumulating  and  open  up  a  free  passage  for 
fish,  the  net  fishing  must  close  with  a  shortcoming  in 
the  srunmer  fishing.  On  the  coast  stations  the  dry 
weather  has  also  had  the  effect  to  reduce  the  number 
of  salmon  and  grilse,  which  promised  so  well  some 
time  ago.  Grilse  are  of  fine  quality  and  averaging 
about  51b.,  while  salmon  remain  about  141b.  on  average. 
Sir  Arthur  Clay,  Bart.,  and  Lady  Clay  have  arrived  at 
Ardmeallie  from  London  for  the  fishing  season. — H.  W. 

Drumbeg  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg).— In  five 
days'  fishing  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnett,  on  Loch  Drumbeg, 
landed  258  trout.  During  the  past  fortnight  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Usher,  Hawick,  had  catches  as  follows  : — On  June 
20,  1  doz.,  61b. ;  on  21st,  on  Loch  Shinnbeg,  IJ  doz., 
7Jlb. ;  on  22nd,  on  Loch-na-Toine,  25  trout,  9^1b. ; 
on  24th,  on  Loch  Tornaligin,  9  trout.  4Jlb. ;  on 
25th,  on  Gormlochmore,  52  trout,  171b. ;  on  26th,  on 
Loch  Eillanach,  1  doz.,  71b. ;  on  27th,  on  Loch  Braigh, 
1  doz.,  7^1b. ;  on  28th,  on  Loch-na-Toine,  1^  doz.,  61b. ; 
and  on  29th,  half-day  only,  5  trout,  31b.  Weather 
very  unfavourable. — B. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had.  Mr.  Hooper — July  2  (45,  201b.).  Mrs. 
Purdie— 2nd  (10,  81b.).  Mr.  W.  Webb— 2nd  (8,  41b.). 
Colonel  Mackpherson— 2nd  (1,  441b.,  and  8,  Gib.) ;  4th 
(8,  4|lb.);  Gth  (2,  Iflb.).  Mr.  Charlton— 3rd  (40, 
141b.) ;  4th  (42,  121b.) ;  5th  (12,  81b.).  Mr.  Thomas— 
3rd  (8,  41b.);  4th  (8,  41b.).  Mr.  and  Miss  Hooper— 
3rd  (2  sea-trout,  IJlb.).  Mr.  Webb— 4th  (24,  81b.)  : 
5th  (7,  31b.)  ;  6th  (8,  41b.).  Mr.  J.  and  Miss  Hooper- 
4th  (4,  21b.) ;  6th  (6,  61b.).  Colonel  and  Master  Wade 
—5th  (61,  181b.)  ;  6th  (51,  171b.).  Colonel  Mack- 
pherson and  Mr.  Thomas — 5th  (51,  151b.).  Professor 
Pm-die— 5th  (10,  lO^lb.).  Mr.  Frost— 5th  (1  grilse. 
2Jlb.)  ;  6th  (6,  41b.)— W.  Wallace. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On  July  1, 
Mr.  Clarke,  on  Loch  Shin,  six  trout,  31b. ;  I\Ir.  Con- 
nacher,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  thirteen,  6ilb. ;  and  Mr. 
Woodward,  on  Loch  Shin,  eight,  4Jlb.  On  July  2 
(which  was  too  bright  for  angling),  Mr.  C'onnachcr 
made  the  best  basket  with  ten  trout,  5ilb.  On  July  5, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paterson,  on  Fuarloch,  sixteen  trout, 
7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Woodward,  on  Loch  Shin, 
one  and  a  half  dozen,  7^1b. ;  Colonel  Whitwell,  on 
Loch  Beannoch,  ten,  7Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch 
Shin,  ten,  4Jlb. ;  j\Ir.  Connacher,  sixteen  trout,  91b., 
besides  a  Salmo  ferox  of  3Jlb. ;  and  Captain  Henderson, 
five  trout  averaging'Jlb. — B. 
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Loch  Awe.  -Fishing  from  Taynuilt  Hotel,  on 
June  2-2,  Mr.  Scott  had  a  grilse  weighing  91b. ;  on 
July  1  Mr.  Eait  two  sea-trout,  3|lb. ;  on  July  2  Mr. 
Emsley  one  sea-trout,  lib.,  Dr.  Rogers  cue  salmon, 
171b.,  and  Dr.  Gill  one  salmon,  221b.  ;  on  July  3  Dr. 
■Rogers  one  sea-trout,  Hlb.  ;  on  July  4  Mr.  Sykes  (on 
Loch  Etive)  had  three  trout,  31b.  ;  on  July  5  Dr. 
Rogers  had  a  salmon,  141b.,  and  a  grilse,  111b. ;  on 
July  6,  Mr.  Sykes  two  trout,  2Jlb.  each.  —  D. 
Macdonald. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— With  bright  sunshme 
and  protracted  drought,  the  water  is  too  clear  for 
trout  fishing,  and  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week.  This  being  the  best  months  for 
perch""  fishing,  and  the  warm  weather  being  most 
favourable,  large  catches  of  these  are  being  made. 
They  are  in  large  shoals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pier, 
where  most  of  the  fishing  is  prosecuted.  Catches 
of  several  hundred  per  boat  are  common.  One  close 
on  21b.  was  got,  and  a  number  of  about  IJlb.— Robeet 
Laing.  , 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  July  1,  fishing  on 
Loch  Yerigavat,  Colonel  Dicken  had  four  trout,  21b  ; 
on  Strumore,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Newington  had  eight  fish, 
2f  lb.  •  on  Crinivol,  Messrs.  Holt  and  Stobart  had  seven 
fish  41b.,  heaviest  fib.  On  July  4,  on  Huna,  Messrs. 
Holt  and  Stobart  had  forty  fish,  101b. ;  on  Tormosat, 
Mr.  Mather  had  twelve  fish,  4ilb.  On  July  5,  on  Loch 
Fada,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  had  forty-eight  fish,  23Jlb. ; 
on  Looh-an-dune,  Mr.  Holt  had  one  fish,  lib. ;  on 
Strumore,  Major  Anstruther  had  eight  fish,  4Jlb., 
heaviest  lib. ;  on  Loch  Tormosat,  Colonel  Dicken  had 
eleven  fish,  51b.,  heaviest  fib.;  on  Strumore  pools. 
Captain  Moss  had  three  fish,  21b.,  heaviest  alb.  On 
Julv  G,  on  Crinivol,  Major  Anstruther  had  three  fish, 
21b.';  on  Strumore,  Mr.  Seddon  had  two  fish,  21b., 
heaviest  l^lh. ;  on  Loch  Tormosat,  Colonel  Dicken 
had  six  fish,  2^1b. ;  on  Loch-a-Sgabaire,  Messrs. 
Holt  and  Stobart^had  ten  fish,  4lb.,  heaviest  l^lb. ;  on 
Loch-aii-dune,  Captain  Moss  had  nine  fish,  71b.,  heaviest 
lilb. ;  on  Oban-na-feadh,  Sir  Wm.  Brown  had  twelve 
fish,  filb.,  heaviest  21b.— T.  D.  McGregob. 

Loch  Ruthven.— On  July  4,  Mr.  J.  Byres  Leake 
had  eight  trout,  5lb.  (one  weighed  l^lb.) ;  Messrs. 
A.  J.  MacRitchie  and  J.  M.  Howe,  thirty  trout,  151b.  ; 
Mr.  W.  Penny  Craik,  twenty-three  trout.  On  July  5, 
Mr'.  J.  Grant  Gibson  and  Mr.  Jacques  had  eighteen 
trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  S.  Millar  and  General  Russell, 
twenty-three  trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Byres  Leake,  eight 
trout,'41b.  On  July  6,  Mr.  J.  Grant  Gibson  had  nine 
trout',  3ilb.— J.  Gkaham  &  Co. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  very  slightest  rise 
in  the  river  is  now  most  eagerly  watched  for  as 
brinoing  a  fresh  impetus  to  sport,  which  is  almost  as 
low  as  ditch  water.  Only  by  using  the  finest  of  flies 
in  the  verv  middle  of  the  day  is  anything  bemg  got, 
but  those  "who  can  enjoy  night  fishing,  or  agam  m  the 
early  morning,  good  sport  is  not  being  altogether 
denied.  To  upstream  clear  water  wormers  everything 
is  favourable.  On  the  Braemer  Waters  of  the  Dee 
Mr.  Bisset  has  had  an  occasional  fish,  and  on  the 
Balmoral  and  Ballater  reaches  some  good  sport  in 
grilse,  trout,  and  an  odd  salmon,  is  of  daily  occurrence. 
On  the  Kincardine  reaches  the  other  day  Mr.  George 
Blacklaws,  one  of  the  finest  exponents  of  the  art, 
broke  with  a  fine  fish  in  the  Boat  Pool,  after  having  it 
for  over  an  hour.  A  good  few  grilse  are  being  got  on 
the  Kinneskie  and  Peugh  Waters  by  Messrs.  Grey, 
Berry,  and  others  from  Aberdeen,  On  the  Culter 
Water  some  grand  fronting  is  being  done,  one  of  31b. 
being  got  the  other  evening.  On  the  Don  some  three 
crilse  were  got  on  Monday  (July  8)  midday  by  an 
angler  in  the  Parkhill  district,  but  with  this  exception 
all^other  sport  has  been  by  overnight  fishing,  a  custom 
carried  out  to  perfection  on  this  the  most  abused  river 
of  the  day.  On  the  Ugie  Mr.  Ingram,  Bronte,  gets 
good  baskets,  and  several  grilse  are  now  in  the  water. 
\ugust  and  September  are  certain  to  be  good  on  the 
Ugie  from  the  fish  that  are  already  known  to  be  in  the 
offing.— G.  M.  ,     ,  , 

South  of  Scotland— The  weather  has  been  exces- 
sively hot  this  week,  and  with  a  scorching  sun  and  low 
rivers  day  angling  has  been  out  of  the  question.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  immediate  prospect  of  a 
change  in  the  weather.  Sport  is  exceedingly  quiet 
in  the  lower  Nith,  but  in  the  middle  waters,  as 
also  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association  reaches,  odd  sea- 
trout  have  been  caught  with  the  night  fly.  A  number 
of  fine  salmon  and  grilse  have  ascended  the  Newton 
Stewart  Cree,  where  the  most  of  the  beats  on  the 
river  are  in  private  hands.  A  few  herling  were 
caught  in  this  river  a  fortnight  ago  by  local  rods. 
In  the  Ayrshire  district  the  lochs  are  not  yielding 
such  good  sport  as  the  conditions  have  been  quite 
unfavourable  during  the  past  fortnight.  In  the 
Solway  Derwent  the  streams  are  dead  low,  and  a  flood 
is  greatly  needed  to  allow  sea-trout  to  get  up  to  the 
Cockermouth  and  higher  reaches.  The  sea-trout  are 
running  freely  to  this  river,  though  most  of  them  are 
said  to  be  trapped  at  the  Barepot  grating  at  Workington 
where  a  strong  running  stream  joins  the  mam  river.  A 
large  salmon  was  taken  at  Workington  last  week  end, 
though  the  particulars  of  how  it  was  taken  has  not  been 
made  public.   In  the  Firth  nets  the  fine  run  of  pea 


trout  reported  upon  last  week  has  still  kept  satisfactory 
from  the  netsman's  point  of  view,  but  grilse  are  not 
making  much  show  up  to  this  date.  Mr.  Paisley 
Diroms,  keeper,  caught  four  herliug  with  the  night  tly 
in  Mount  Annan  water  on  Tuesday  night.  None 
were  showing  in  the  lower  waters  last  Wednesday 
morning. — Heathf.rbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  water  is  low,  and  very 
few  fish  are  seen  moving.  Grilse  seem  slow  to  come, 
only  an  odd  one  being  got  here  and  there.  The  heat 
is  driving  anglers  to  the  river,  lochs,  and  burns,  but, 
owing  to  the  heat  and  the  brightness,  in  most  cases  it 
was  a  case  of  "  love's  labour  lost." — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  July  2,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  had  seventeen  trout,  Silb. ;  ]\Ir.  Broadbent,  on 
the  Kyle,  five,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holdon,  on  Loch- 
na-hacon,  fifteen,  41b.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gotto,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  sixteen,  81b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden,  on 
Loch-na-hacon,  fifteen,  51b. ;  Mr.  Broadbent  and  Mr. 
Blain,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seventeen,  7Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
St.  John  Dumford,  sixteen,  51b.  On  the  4th, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden,  on  Loch  Slam,  four,  21b.  ;  M:. 
Gotto,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eighteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Bourne, 
on  the  Kyle,  nine,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Broadbent,  on  the 
Kyle,  three,  61b.  ;  Mr.  St.  John  Dumford,  on  the 
Kyle'  three,  4Jlb.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotto, 
on  Loch-na-hacon,  eleven,  41b. ;  Mr.  Boui'ne,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  twenty-seven,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  twenty-three,  9pb.  ;  Mr.  Broadbent,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  seventeen,  71b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Annan- 
dale,  on  the  Kyle,  two,  41b.  On  the  0th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Annandale,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eight,  31b. ;  Mr.  Bourne, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  thirty-one,  15Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gotto,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty-six,  81b.,  and  one  grilse, 
31b.  ;  Mr.  Broadbent  and  Mr.  Blain,  on  Loch  Hallam, 
forty,  161b.;  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Holden,  on  Loch  TiOyal, 
31b."— M.  MacInnes. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 


Ballina  (co.  Mayo).  -Water  in  good  ordor,  with 
south  winds.  The  weather  is  very  bright  here  at 
present,  but  the  river  is  well  stocked  with  fish 
rising  badly.  Tilr.  Scroop  landed  two,  1011).,  on  July  6 
and  two,  61b.,  on  July  7,  and  lost  a  few  more  during 
the  week.  The  local  "anglers  landed  some,  and  if  we 
have  a  change  in  the  weather  we  are  sure  to  have  good 
sport.  At  present  the  prawn  is  killing.  There  is 
some  good  white  trout  fishing  down  the  lower  reaches, 
spinning. — John  Devers. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— Owing  to  the 
unfavourable  weather  few  anglers  of  the  B.  A.  A. 
have  been  out  on  these  waters  recently.  On  Satur- 
day (Julv  6)  one  of  the  lakes,  known  as  M'Auley  s, 
near  Magherahamlet,  was  netted  for  pike,  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  F.J.  Kennedy,  hon.  sec.  of 
the  association.  A  considerable  number  of  small  pike 
were  taken  and  the  operation  also  showed  that  there 
is  a  fair  number  of  brown  trout  up  to  lib.  in  the  lake, 
which  has  an  area  of  about  50  acres.- -J.  A.  B. 

Bann.— This  river  is  now  running  very  low  and 
clear  no  rain  having  fallen  for  the  past  ten  days,  yet 
there  is  enough  water  passing  over  the  weirs  to  take 
the  i^rilse  into  all  the  sections,  many  of  which  have 
reached  the  lake  at  Toomebridge.  The  run  of  grilse 
has  not  been  so  large  this  year  as  in  former  seasons, 
but  a  good  number  have  come  in  from  the  sea  withm 
the  past  few  days,  and  anglers  are  having  fair  sport 
at  all  the  stations.  On  the  Caronroe  reach,  thirty- 
seven  salmon  and  grilse  were  landed  for  the  past  week. 
Colonel  Bruce  having  taken  fourteen,  Mr.  G.  Nayle 
R.M.,  ten,  Mr.  May,  six,  Mr.  James  MoCorry,  one,  and 
Mr  W  H  Wilson's  boatman  six  in  one  day.  On  the 
Kilrea  section  seven  fish  were  taken.  Major  Moore  and 
party  landing  five,  and  Mr.  F.  Dawson  two,  81b.  and 
141b  A.t  Portglenone,  Mr.  A.  Meenan  took  thirty- 
seven  trout  in  five  days  scaling  201b.-DANiBL  O'Fee 
Belfast  and  District— The  scorching  weather  of 
the  past  week  and  the  low  state  of  the  rivers  were 
greatly  against  trouting,  and  comparatively  few  fash 
were  taken.  A  good  many  anglers  were  out  on  the 
dams  during  the  evening  rise.  Mr.  James^  Murray 
is  credited  with  a  5ilb.  fish  on  Woodburn  Dam,  and 
some  other  fish  from  lib.  to  21b.  were  bagged  on  the 
same  water. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). -The  very 
bri^^ht  hot  weather  during  the  past  week  spoiled  the 
chances  of  sport,  and  consequently  the  sport  during 
the  past  week  was  not  as  good  as  was  expected.  Mr. 
John  Stone  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  July  5,  and 
one  of  17*lb.  on  July  8;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  four 
weighing  from  15ilb.  to  81b.  during  the  past  week,  and 
Mr  D  E.  Glynn  landed  two  of  171b.  and  81b. ;  Captain 
F.  W.  Jones  landed  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  July  9,  and 
Mr  S  V.  Thomas  landed  one  of  131b.  on  July  o.  At 
time  of  writing  the  river  has  ran  down  low,  and  ram 
is  needed  badly  to  put  a  fresh  in  the  river  when  some 
fine  sport  would  be  had,  as  there  is  a  fine  stock  of 
salmon  in  the  river.— M.  Roqan  and  Sons.  _ 

Killarney.— Brown  trout  continue  to  give  good 
sport  on  the  lakes,  and  salmon  have  afforded  fair  or 
average  sport  on  lake  and  river.  Sport  should,  indeed, 
brSllly  first-oUss  but  for  the  weather  being  very 


sultry  and  bright.  Sport  has  been  good  in  the  late 
evenings  on  the  mountain  lakes  at  brown  trout. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough    Currane   (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sea  trout  have  afforded  generally  fair  sport,  and  brown 
trout  have  been  rising  well.  Many  anglers  have  been 
out  with  great  success. — T,  .).  D. 

Loug'h  Melvin. — Trolling  in  the  deep  for  large 
trout  was  mostly  resorted  to  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  the  bright  weather,  but  still  some  nice 
baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  were  taken  by  the  following 
anglers :  Messrs.  G.  Sharpe,  B.  CuUen,  W.  Doherty, 
and  Gallan.  Mr.  H.  ConoUy  landed  two  trout  (Salmo 
fvrox)  of  4J11).  and  3Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Graham  landed  one, 
a  brown  trout,  of  S.Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Gilroy  landed 
another  of  4lb. ;  the  latter  four  trout  were  taken  troll- 
ing on  5th  and  6tli  inst.  Sport  on  the  lake  with  the 
fly  has  improved  during  y.ie  past  few  days,  and  some 
good  catches  of  trout  have  been  made. — M.  Rogan 
anp  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 

Mayo).— Weather  sultry,  and  grilse  coming  short 
to  the  rtv.  Mr.  Scroop,  seven  grilse,  391b.  ;  Professor 
Cunningham,  four  grilse,  231b. ;  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson,  five 
grilse,  24^4b. ;  Dr.  Swaiu,  five  grilse,  261b. ;  Mr. 
Northen,  one  salmon,  111b.,  four  grilse,  221b.  Sea- 
trout  fishing  good  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  lough 
fishing  fair.  Mr.  Bruce,  four  pike,  111b.,  111b.,  191b., 
231b.  r  Mr.  Lows,  five  pike,  101b.,  ll|lb.,  151b.,  16^1b., 
11)11).  ]\fost  of  the  above  grilse  were  taken  on  the  new 
fly —namely,  the  King.— Pat  Hearnks. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  IMr.  John 
Enright  killed,  on  July  3,  one  peal,  41b. ;  5th,  three 
peal,  41b.,  61b.,  6Jlb. ;  6th,  one  peal,  61b. ;  8th,  two  peal, 
31b.,  41b. ;  9th,  two  peal,  3^1b.,  61b.  On  Prospect,  the 
fishermen  killed,  on  Julv''3,  two  peal,  5^1b.,  6|lb. ; 
5tb,  two  peal,  41b.,  4;{lb. ;  'Jtli,  one  peal,  5Jlb.  On  New- 
garden,  INIr.  G.  M.  l^'lciiiiii.i;  killed,  on  July  3,  two  peal, 
4Jlb.,  5-J-lb.  ;  4th,  three  peal,  41b,,  4Jlb.,  51b.  ;  5th,  one 
peal,  41b. ;  6th,  five  peal,  3ilb.,  3^1b.,  4ilb.,  4^1b.,  4|lb.  ; 
Sth,  one  peal,  Gib. ;  9th,  one  poal,  5^1b.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  J.  Henderson  killed,  on  July  3,  one  peal,  3Jlb.  ; 
4th,  one  peal,  lib.  ;  .'>tli,  four  peal,  3ilb.,  41b.,  41b.,  4jlb.  ; 
Stli,  one  poal,  3111).  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  P.  Capel  Cure 
killed,  on  July  3,  one  peal,  4:llb. ;  4th,  one  peal,  31b. ; 
6th,  one  peal,  51b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham 
killed,  on  July  3,  one  peal,  2ilb. ;  4th,  one  peal,  41b. ; 
5th,  one  peal,  51b.  On  Erinagh  water,  Mr.  Game  killed, 
on  July  8,  one  peal,  51b.— John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — Salmon  and  trout  fishing  is 
very  dull  on  the  Mourne,  and  the  same  applies  to  the 
Blackwater,  Balliuderry,  &c.  More  rain  is  wanted  to 
put  these  streams  in  order.  Last  week,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Moore  killed  eight  pike  from  21b.  to  71b.  in  Legane 
Lake.  One  small  fish  of  31b.  contained  a  full-grown 
water-hen. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  are  having  grand  summer  weather, 
with  wind  more  or  less  off  land,  and  calm  seas.  On 
July  <i  the  sea  was  as  calm  as  a  lake,  and  several 
boats  were  off ;  7th,  wind  east,  calm  sea  and  numbers 
of  boat  anglers  off  over  the  "  Hospital "  and  other 
grounds;  8th,  strong  east  wind,  sea  too  choppy  for 
boat  anglers ;  9th,  calm  sea,  wind  east,  a  few  boat 
anglers  off  fishing  for  plaice  within  half-a-mile  of  the 
Kemptown  shore ;  10th,  same  as  yesterday.  Mackerel 
continue  to  "school"  in,  but  are  gradually  going 
eastward,  and  the  Brighton  boats  will  soon  follow 
them  on  to  Bamsgate.  On  July  6th,  the  fishermen 
were  selling  mackerel  at  9s.  6d.  per  100  (of  132),  on  the 
7th,  at  10s.  per  100— one  boat  coming  in  with  500 
fish'.— H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).—Sea  fishing  is  now  giving 
good  sport  at  and  around  this  station.  Pollack, 
gurnard  whiting,  bream,  scad,  mackerel,  and  cod 
being  the  fish  principally  had.  Bass,  though  reported 
numerous  at  a  few  points,  have  not  given  much  sport, 
but  rock-fishers  have  done  well  at  connors,  rock-cod, 
and  black  pollack.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier). —Anglers  have  patronised  the 
pier  in  large  numbers  during  the  past  week,  but 
results  have  proved  extremely  poor.  The  average  day's 
catch  has  not  exceeded  six  score  of  poutmgs,  mostly 
very  small,  but  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Bowles  took  five 
nurse-dogs  on  Monday  by  baiting  with  mackerel. 
Mr  Sexton  had  fair  sport  with  pollack  on  Saturday 
last,  but  since  that  date  the  thick  water,  resulting 
from  a  north-east  wind,  has  crippled  all  sport.— J. 
Richardson,  B.S.A.S.  .  , 

Dingle  —Sport  continues  very  good  here  at  pollack, 
gurnard  and  whiting,  and  fair  at  all  other  fish  usually 
had  at  or  around  this  station.  Mackerel  are  once 
more  numerous,  but  have  not  been  specially  angled 

for.— T.  J.  D.  .V, 
Fowey  (Cornwall).— Excellent  sport  may  now  be 
had  with  bream  and  pollack.  Thomas  Grose  boat- 
man has  been  very  successful,  and  is  taking  fishing 
parties  off  daily.  He  knows  all  the  best  grounds,  and 
is  a  first-rate  man  to  go  with.— H. 

Margate.— Grey  mullet  have  been  fairly  numerous 
here  {or  the  Ust  three  weeks,  several  good  takes  being 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE, 

The  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  published  on  Friday,  July  26,  'when  all 
matter  intended  for  insertion  should  arrive  as  early 
as  possible.  Advertisers  will  oblige  by  sending 
copy  (if  proofs  are  wanted)  not  later  than  July  19. 

taken.  On  July  8,  fishing  with  Messrs.  Gomm  and 
Bessemer,  we  landed  twenty  fish,  from  21b.  to  3ilb. 
The  bass  are  showing  up  well  at  Palm  Bay.  On 
Jime  5  and  6,  with  the  above  gentlemen,  1  had  several 
good  takes.  A  101b.  bass  was  taken  from  the  shore  on 
June  3.  Pouting  are  very  numerous  at  the  Ness 
Buoy,  one  boat  taking  five  and  a  half  score  in  two 
hours  ;  and  half  a  cwt.  of  eels  were  caught  by  ane  boat 
one  day  last  week  bobbing. — P.  Dacnon. 

Plymouth.  —  Bass  are  about  in  great  numbers, 
especially  in  the  Hamoaze.  They  are  being  caught 
from  the  various  piers  and  jetties,  and  also  from 
Devil's  Point.  Some  of  the  men  on  board  ships 
moored  in  the  stream  are  using  the  indiarubber  sand- 
eel  on  the  end  of  a  long  line,  which  they  throw  out  in 
the  tideway  and  keep  it  working  with  their  hand ; 
some  very  large  ones  have  been  caught  by  this  method. 
The  mackerel  are  still  outside,  although  a  few  have 
been  taken  in  Cawsand  Bay  in  the  early  morning.  A 
friend  of  mine  had  a  nice  basket  of  whiting  last  week, 
and  they  were  very  fine  fish.  Pollack  are  being  caught 
in  the  usual  spots  in  Firestone  Bay,  either  fishing  at 
anchor  with  drift  lines  or  whiffing  with  the  spinning 
sand-eel.  Some  good-sized  ones  have  been  taken  also 
at  the  back  of  the  Island,  but  the  biggest  that  have 
been  taken  for  the  week  were  caught  outside  the 
Rennies  and  Mewstone.  The  weather  is  perfect  for 
sea  fishing.— William  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgfate. — Very  poor  sport  this  week.  Wind  still 
easterly  and  strong,  and  sea  bumpy.  On  July  7  a 
visitor,  Mr.  Mason,  had,  in  the  inner  harbour,  sixteen 
flounders  and  four  eels  in  about  three  hours.  The 
inner  harbom'  is  teeming  with  grey  mullet,  but  they 
refuse  every  possible  kind  of  bait. — Grey  Mullett. 

Valeutia. — Sport  continues  very  good  in  all  depart- 
ments of  sea  angling  at  and  around  this  station, 
especially  at  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  mackerel. 
Bass  are  giving  much  better  spOrt,  and  are  now  being 
had  quite  close  to  the  pier. — T.  J.  D. 


IReports  from  Clubs* 

Reports  (to  enstcre  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List). — The  return  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Angling  Society  will  be  on  Monday,  July  15,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster ;  and  do  not  forget  the  free 
competition  at  Langley  on  July  21  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  box.— J.  Harris. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Claphara  J  unction.— We  have  had  some  good  takes  of 
fish  lately:  Mr.  C.  Markworth,  151b.,  roach  and  dace  ; 
A.  Cousin,  101b.,  bream;  A.  Painter,  81b.,  bream  and 
roach. — A.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.  —  Our  second  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  July  15,  at  8 
o'clock,  at  the  above  house.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance  at  the  match  at  Uxbridge  on  July  14. 
First  train  leaves  Westbourne  Park  8.18.— CM. S. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate! 
—On  July  7  Mr.  R.  Harris  had  roach  and  bream,  Ben 
Abrahams,  ditto.  Our  cup  match  on  July  28,  at 
Anglers'  Association  Waters,  Slough,  promises  to  be 
well  attended.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
Wednesday,  July  17,  at  9  p.m.— Ben  Abrahams. 

"  Norris  "  Competition. 
Will  those  societies  who  still  have  tickets  for  the 
above  kindly  let  me  have  same  at  once,  as  any  delay 
causes  the  widow  and  orphans  to  wait  until  such  times, 
and  get  in  the  returns  ?  I  should  like  to  pay  over  at 
once,  but  cannot  get  in  the  return  of  tickets.  Brother 
secretaries,  please  oblige  for  this  benevolent  cause.— 
Ben  Abrahams,  26,  Silver-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 


Jingling  '^ixtme^. 

July  14. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Battersea  Friendly  ;  Match  at  Yalding. 
Belgrave  ;  Outing  to  Woking. 

Bermondaey  Constitutional :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Blackfriars  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 
Bostonians :  Outing. 
Brompton  :  Outing  to  Boxmoor. 
Camden  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
Clifton  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Dalston  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 
Liverpool  City  :  Match. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Dinner. 
Stepney  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Twickenham :  Competition. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
July  15. 

Admiral  Blake  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
July  17. 

Hastings  :  Competition  at  Pevensey  Haven. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner. 
July  18. 

Great  Yarmouth  :  Match  at  Fritton. 
July  20. 

Elgin  :  Outing. 

Forest  Gate  :  Outing  to  Bures. 
Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Yalding. 


Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — It  was  decided  to  hold 
our  first  outing  at  Yalding  on  July  14.  During  the 
past  week  Mr.  Cannar  and  Mr.  H.  Mallett  weighed 
in  a  good  show  of  roach. — E.  Stokks. 

Battebsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  On  July  7  the 
following  weighed  in  fish:  Mr.  J.  B.  Baldry,  tench, 
131b.,  also  a  fine  eel,  2^11). ;  Mr.  C.  Ct.  W.  Ireland, 
bream,  131b. ;  Mr.  Pemberton,  tench,  91b.  ;  Mr.  C. 
Dejonge,  bream,  51b. ;  Mr.  H.  Hortou,  roach,  41b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Hall,  bream.  We  fish  a  match  at  Yalding 
on  July  14  from  the  Railway  Inn  at  Yalding  to 
Wateringbury  Bridge.  Tow  path  only  ;  jack  barred. 
Members  to  go  down  by  the  7.4  a.m.  from  London 
Bridge  and  return  by  the  7.18  p.m.  from  Yalding.  A 
brake  will  leave  Clapham  Junction  at  6  a.m.,  and  will 
proceed  along  the  Wandsworth-road.  A  special  carriage 
will  be  provided.  Mr.  E.  F.  Walter  and  Mr.  G.  Addin- 
brooke  were  elected  honorary  members. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Our  trays  were  pretty  full  on 
July  7,  the  following  having  some  nice  shows  of  fish : 
Messrs.  Parsons,  jun.,  chub  ;  W.  Bailey,  chub  and 
barbel ;  and  F.  Richardson,  bream.  Our  July  outing 
has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  July  14,  at  the 
Broad  Meads,  Woking.  All  members  to  go  down  by 
the  8.25  a.m.  from  Waterloo,  and  to  return  by  the 
8.52  p.m.  train ;  two  rods,  all  fish  to  weigh  bar  jack 
and  eels.  Should  very  much  like  to  see  a  good  muster 
at  station  on  this  date,  as  the  prizes  given  are  well 
worth  going  for.- — Roachpole. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish  on  the  7th.  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  had  bream  and 
roach,  81b.  Spider  had  roach  and  dace,  71b.  Mr. 
J.  Wigley  had  roach  and  dace,  largest  roach  lib. 
8Joz.  We  fish  our  July  aeries  of  prizes  on  the  21st, 
place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on 
the  17th. 

Bermondsey  Constitdtional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— Our  trays  were 
well  filled  on  the  7th  July.  The  following  members 
weighed  in  fish  :  Mr.  J.  Martin,  bream  and  roach  ;  W. 
Streeton,  bream  and  roach ;  and  J.  Maud,  junr.  had  a 
show  of  dabs  from  Ramsgate.  Our  competition  for 
July  takes  place  on  the  14th  at  Pulborough;  train 
from  South  Bermondsey  at  6.59  a.m. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.  —  Our  trays  were  well  filled  on 
July  7,  Mr.  J.  Smith  and  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  having 
grand  takes  of  roach,  also  Messrs.  W.  Stone,  Whiley, 
and  Merrygold  having  nice  takes  of  bream  and  roach  ; 
over  801b.  of  fish  was  weighed  in.  Our  July  series  of 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  July  14  at  Wateringbury ; 
start  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo,  or  London  Bridge 
at  6.55,  return  from  Wateringbury  at  7.45.  —  J. 
Wheelhouse. 

Bloomsbuby  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  July  7, 
Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  weighed  in  roach.  Wednesday 
next,  July  17,  will  be  limit  night,  when  all  subscriptions 
niust  be  paid  without  fail.i  On  July  10,  Mr.  F.  Boothby 
was  elected  a  working  member. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Kentish  Town. — A  competition  will  be  held  on 
the  14th ;  members  to  go  where  they  please,  but  the 
day's  take  only  to  weigh ;  usual  conditions  in  respect 
to  outings. — J.  H. 


Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlom-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— Our  first  prize  outing,  arranged  for  July  21 
will  bo  competed  at  Harlow  from  Harlow  Bridge  to 
Lattou  Mill  roving."  All  to  alight  at  Harlow  station. 
The  balance  sheet  for  last  quarter  was  put  before  last 
meeting  and  accepted,  the  affairs  of  the  society  being 
satisfactory.  Some  nice  shows  were  weighed  in  on 
July  7.  Mr.  J.  Lee,  141b.  12^02.,  bream,  largest 
■31b.  IRfoz.,  also  roach ;  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  chub,  largest 
21b.  lO^oz  ;  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  roach  and  dace  •  Messrs 
B.  Smith,  H.  Ward,  E.  Argent,  H.  Everett,  G.  Wood- 
ward and  J.  Baines— all  with  roach. — E.  H.  Ar(;knt. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— We  had  a  lot  of  small  shows 
on  the  7th.  Messrs.  Parker,  Fuller,  Whittick,  Gill, 
Brock,  J.  Andrews,  Burton,  H.  Taylor,  A.  Taylor,  H.' 
R.  Hoodless,  and  Elsley,  weighed  in  roach,  dace,  barbel, 
perch,  and  chub.  Our  outing  on  the  14th  takes  place 
at  Henley,  not  Bourne  End,  as  previously  announced. 
All  are  allowed  to  start  by  the  last  train  on  Saturday 
night,  12  o'clock;  usual  conditions.— R.  Marshall. 

Clebkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— Any  society  on  the  above  list  can  have  more 
tickets  for  the  Woking  competition  by  sending  post- 
card  to  19,  Sutherland  -  square,  Walworth,  S.E.— 

F.  Castell. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.-On  the 
7th  inst.  th«  following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  .\.  Ward, 
barbel,  one  fish  (lib.  l^oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Edwards,  101b! 
13oz.  bream;  A.  Bo  water,  bream;   J.  Thome,  dace; 

G.  Cook,  dace.  Our  three  days'  outing  will  take  place 
on  July  .  14th,  at  Woking,  for  eleven  prizes.  Train 
from  Clapham  Junction  8.40,  from  Woking  9.3.— 
G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Our  prize  outing 
was  a  decided  success,  all  prizes  being  taken.  Mr.  .\T 
Jouning  scored  first  with  141b.  of  bream— a  fine  show. 
Mr.  J.  Pasmore  second;  and  Mr.  Pratt,  scnr.,  third. 
Over  twenty  members  were  present,  and  a  must  enjov- 
ablc  day  was  spent.  Some  intc7-estiiig  photos  were 
taken  during  the  day  of  members  on  the  water,  also  a 
group  at  the  station,  by  our  member,  Mr.  H.  Crowther. 
Mr.  Cliivers  weighed  in  some  bream. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  July  7,  Mr.  C. 
Archer  weighed  in  roach  and  perch.  The  balance- 
sheet  was  passed,  and  all  members  present  were  satis- 
fied as  to  the  club's  sound  financial  position.  Will' 
members  please  attend  next  week  to  arrange  an  out- 
ing. We  elected  four  honorary  and  one  working 
member  on  Tuesday  last,  and  thus  added  to  our  ranks. 
— E.  J.  Hunt. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  July  3,  Mr.  G.  Percival  had  a  splendid 
show  of  bream,  largest  fish  21b.  12oz.  Six  more  prizes 
were  taken  on  July  7,  at  Boxmoor,  by  IMessrs.  W. 
Godfrey,'  E.  Wheeler,  A.  E.  Newell,  T.  Bradley,  G. 
Perham,  and  P.  Melville.  One  prize  still  to  be  taken. 
Mr.  J.  Dunn  had  a  grand  show  of  roach  from  the 
Thames  ;  Mr.  E.  Baxter  also  had  roach,  Gib.  On  July 
21,  our  first  private  prize  match  takes  place  at  Slough. 
Roving  ;  two  rods  ;  three  top  pounds  ;  thirteen  prizes. 
Go  down  by  midnight  train,  register  names  on  arrival 
at  Western  Inn  (which  opens  for  us),  register  fish  not 
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later  than  8.15  at  Western  Inn,  and  return  by  8.53 
train  from  Slough. — A.S.H. 

CoLEBEooK  Angling  Society,  Gorrard  Arms. 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — At  our  meeting  on  the 
-Ith  inst.  several  matters  of  importance  were  passed, 
notably  the  gold  medal  for  the  championship  of  the 
club,  members  subscribing  two  and  a  half  guineas 
towards  same.  Members  to  be  allowed  to  weigh  in 
one  day  in  each  week  ouly.  The  best  fish  of  each 
class  will  count  one  point.  The  prize  to  go  to  the 
member  who  totals  the  greatest  number  of  points  in 
the  different  classes  up  to  March  15,  1902,  An  extra 
point  to  be  allowed  on  the  weighing  in  of  fish  of  the 
following  weights  or  over ;  perch,  lib,  12oz, ;  roach, 
lib,  12oz,  ;  bream,  31b.  8oz. ;  barbel,  71b.  ;  carp, 
41b.  8oz. ;  rudd,  lib.  8oz. ;  brook  trout,  lib.  4oz. :  dace, 
lOoz.  ;  chub,  31b. ;  pike,  101b.  ;  tench,  31b,  ;  grayling, 
lib,  8oz.  ;  trout,  51b.  All  fish  to  come  from  waters 
that  are  open  to  all  members  of  the  club.  Punts 
allowed.  j\Ir.  A.  Clayton,  on  the  7th  inst,,  had  a  good 
take  of  bream,  roach,  and  perch  ;  best  bream,  31b,, 
from  the  Yare. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

COLLINGWOOD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  July  7  Mr.  F. 
Beames,  perch,  Mr.  E,  Elsey,  roach  and  dace,  Mr,  A. 
Elsey,  bream,  Mr.  C.  Poole,  bream  and  roach,  Mr,  H. 
Warr  also  weighed  in,. — F.  P.  Sobge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — A  special  meeting  is 
called  for  Wediiesday  next  (July  17),  to  arrange  club 
outings,  etc.,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend. 
We  wish  to  thank  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society 
for  their  prize.  On  July  7  the  following  weighed  in  : 
J,  White,  barbel ;  J.  T.  White,  roach ;  and  A.  George, 
roach. — J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatoeial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
'  ong-acre,  W.C. — On  July  7  Mr.  John  Massey  weighed 
in  bream  and  roach,  largest  bream  21b.  6§oz.  Syd 
Cutbush,  James  Massey,  and  W.  Massey  also  weighed 
in  roach, — W.  M. 

Ceown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — Our  next  x>rize  outing 
takes  place  on  July  28  at  Yalding,  all  members  to 
start  in  the  morning.  A  few  of  our  members  were 
out  on  July  7,  and  the  following  weighed  in :  Mr. 
Haines,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Davis,  roach. — J. 
Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  7,  Messrs.  W. 
Thompson,  C.  Pocock,  F.  Wild,  and  T.  Swain  weighed 
in  some  fine  roach,  bream,  barbel,  and  chub. — On 
July  9  the  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
outing  to  Wateringbury  on  July  14.  Members  to 
travel  by  any  train  before  12  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
or  can  go  down  on  Saturday  evening.  Messrs.  P.  Wild 
and  A.  Morgan  volunteered  to  peg  out  the  swims. — 
S.  Malby. 

Duchess  Angling  Society,  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E.— On  July  4  Mr.  C.  Fell  weighed 
in  bream  and  roach,  and  on  July  6  Mr,  Montgomery 
had  perch  and  roach.  Messrs.  C,  Poole  and  P. 
Hockerday  recorded  401b,  of  rudd  on  July  8,  and  a 
few  dace  ranging  from  9oz.  to  12Joz.  I  have  a  few 
tickets  for  the  competition  at  Yalding,  on  July  21,  to 
dispose  of  ;  members  please  note, — G,  P.  Montgomery. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — We  are  fishing  our  club  water  at 
Byfleet  for  the  next  outing  on  July  14,  for  prizes  as 
last  week.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.37, 
returning  from  Weybridge  9.38.  Our  outing  of  July  7 
was  a  blank,  nothing  sizeable  being  caught  eligible 
for  weighing  in. — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — Messrs.  A.  J.  Bannister  and  H. 
W.  Exall  brought  in  a  good  show  of  bream  from 
Eichmond,  and  Mr.  J.  Bannister  Sljlb,  jack,  perch, 
and  trout  from  Tilehurst.  We  are  arranging  an  outing 
to  take  place  on  Bank  Holiday.  Three  working  mem- 
bers were  enrolled  :  Messrs.  G.  King,  A.  J.  Holness, 
and  P.  Goldsmith. — E.  Wyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  some  good  fish 
last  week  :  Mr.  W.  Oliver,  roach  and  perch,  161b,  13oz, 
(one  specimen  roach  lib,  4|oz,)  ;  Mr,  H.  Lane,  roach, 
151b,  4oz.  (five  fish  over  lib.) ;  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  roach, 
perch,  and  bream ;  Messrs.  Y'ammer  and  Sargent, 
bream,  311b.  One  of  our  honorary  members  elected 
last  week  reported  a  nice  take  of  tench  on  Monday, 
151b,  Our  competition  at  Bures  will  be  on  July  20 
and  21. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Baebel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  July  7 
we  had  a  fairly  good  show  of  fish — Messrs.  Fowler, 
bream,  221b. ;  Crow,  bream;  Ellins,  tench, land  Verity, 
roach. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  Mr.  Thompson 
weighed  in  roach  and  bream  on  July  7.  The  members 
fished  for  prizes  on  July  7th,  at  Cheshunt,  all  the 
prizes  being  taken  ;  Mr.  J.  Lloyd,  first ;  Mr.  Sampson, 
second ;  Mr.  Ovenden,  third.  Notice  to  members  : 
Alteration  of  meeting  nights,  from  Tuesdays  to  Thurs- 
days, The  first  meeting  will  be  on  next  Thursday, 
July  18,  when  Mr.  Prank  Gray  will  act  as  secretary. 


I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  this  occasion.  We 
have  made  ten  new  members  this  last  few  weeks.  — 
B,  Murphy, 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N, — 
On  July  4,  nearly  thirty  members  and  friends  paid  a 
complimentary  visit  to  our  late  host,  Mr,  C,  Uullingford, 
who  is  now  located  at  the  Lord  Hampden,  Hampden- 
road,  N,  A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  We  are 
indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Grist  for  introducing  a  talented 
friend  who  sang  a  host  of  songs  both  sentimental  and 
humorous.  On  July  7,  we  fished  for  five  prizes  at 
Amberley,  the  following  members  in  the  order  named 
being  the  winners  ;  C.  Watling,  C.  Large,  P,  Brooks,  J. 
Worth,  and  J.  Hewitt.  Messrs.  R,  Owen,  J.  A,  Pitch, 
S.  Warren,  C.  Randall,  and  T.  Arkill  also  weighed  in. 
Mr.  Brooks  had  a  good  roach  weighing  lib.  7oz.— 
J.  A.  Pitch. 

Haecourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone.— We  hfid  a  nice  show  of  fish 
on  July  7,  consisting  of  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach 
lib.  8oz.  I  hope  men\bers  will  not  forget  our  match 
at  Langlev  on  July  28.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Our  match  at  Langlev  was  fairly 
well  attended  and  the  four  prizes  were  taken,  the  first 
by  Mr.  Boffee,  the  second  bv  Mr.  Cashen,  the  third  by 
Mr.  Shilcock,  and  the  fourth  by  Mr.  Tully.— E.  S,  C, 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross,— On  July  7  we 
had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  trays.  Mr.  A.  Tichner 
with  roach  and  bream  from  Pulborough,  Mr,  John 
Whaley  with  roach  also  from  Pulborough,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Sewell  with  roach  and  dace  from  Biggleswade. 
The  members  have  decided  to  take  part  in  the  com- 
petition at  Y'alding  on  July  21,  and  are  informed  that 
tickets  are  at  the  club.— W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— One  of  our  members, 
Mr.  A.  C.  Fish,  had  a  grand  show  of  fish  on  July  7, 
consisting  of:  Bream,  141b.  6oz.,  tench,  21b.  IJoz., 
roach,  lib,  lljoz.  —  total  181b.  2Joz.  —  W.  J.  J. 
Robinson. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  July  7,  IMr.  Green  weighed 
in  bream  and  roach.  On  July  9  a  good  meeting  and 
a  deal  of  business  done.  Balance-sheet  accepted  as 
correct  and  passed ;  a  new  member  made,  namely, 
Mr.  Walker,  Rule  18  was  also  settled,  and  it  was 
decided  bv  the  majority  of  members  present  that  no 
member  shall  take  more  than  five  prizes  in  all  during 
the  season,  namely,  four  specials  and  one  gross.  Two 
more  special  prizes  were  added  to  the  list.  Our  chair- 
man, Mr.  McGuiness,  has  consented  to  occupy  the 
chair  for  the  next  quarter.  We  fish  for  six  prizes  at 
Harlow  on  July  21  ;  all  start  by  the  8.5  train,— 
E,  W,  Bishop, 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed 
in  on  Julv  7  Mr.  Reeve,  201b.  15aoz,,  bream  and 
roach  :  Mr.  Granfield,  111b.  2oz.,  bream  and  roach ; 
Mr.  Croker,  101b.  6Joz,,  bream  and  roach ;  Mr,  Bur- 
wash,  Prussian  carp  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  Prussian  carp  ;  Mr. 
J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Blyth,  roach ; 
Mr.  Wood,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  A  working 
member  was  proposed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

TzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
annual  dinners  will  take  place  at  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell's, 
the  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead,  Herts,  on  July  14  and  17. 
The  members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
July  21  on  the  Medway,  competitors  being  allowed 
to  fish  at  Y'alding  or  Wateringbury. -H.  B, 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Mr.  Wells  presented  us  with 
four  plates  framed,  and  Mr,  Allen  two  very  fine  oil 
paintings  for  the  clubroom,  which  were  greatly 
admired.  Our  competition  was  not  very  successful, 
only  1st  and  2nd  prizes  being  taken,  W.  Baker  coming 
first  with  roach  and  P.  G.  Crowther  second  with 
bream.  Three  new  members  were  made. — W,  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  July  7  the 
following  weighed  in:  Mr.  Thompson,  jack  and  perch, 
71b.  ;  Messrs.  White,  Cook,  Utton,  Watling,  Sturman, 
Biggs,  and  Symes,  roach  and  dace.  On  Monday  last 
the  concert  for  the  benefit  of  Mr,  Killick  was  a  great 
success.  I  wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the 
different  societies  for  their  kind  support,  also  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  unsold  tickets,  as  I  wish  to  bring  it  to 
a  close.  Mr.  C.  Taylor  was  chairman,  the  result 
being  a  good  concert.  Tickets  for  C.D.V.L.  competi- 
tion are  in  hand.  Members  wishing  to  compete  can 
get  tickets  at  the  club.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row.— The  first  match  of  the 
open  season  takes  place  at  Rossett  on  July  14.  Rivers 
Dee  and  Alyn.  Members  will  travel  by  the  8,20  a.m, 
Woodside  boat,  and  meet  at  Rossett  Station  on  arrival 
of  train.  Weigh  in  at  Butcher's  Arms,,i5.30  p,m, 
Mr.  H.  Mitchell  has  been  appointed  captain.  A  match 
has  been  also  arranged  for  Thursday  next  (July  18)  at 
Bangor  on  Dee.  Members  to  travel  by  the  7.45  a.m. 
Woodside  boat.    Mr.  T.  Banks  has  weighed  in  some 


nice  rudd.  Maps  of  club's  waters  are  now  to  hand, 
for  which  the  small  charge  of  3d,  apiece  is  made. 
FuT'ther  photogiaphs  of  club's  grounds  will  be  taken 
on  Saturday  afternoon  (July  20), — Roach  Polk, 

Nag's  Head  Angling  Society,  Walthamstow, 
Essex, — Two  members  of  this  club,  on  July  7, 
weighed  in — Mr.  J.,  fifteen  bream,  181b.,  roach,  SWb. ; 
Mr.  E.,  three  bream,  5^1b.,  roach,  181b.  6oz. — H.  G. 
Mason. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  July  7  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  following  members 
weighed  in  :  Messrs.  S.  Polykett,  bream  and  roach ; 
H.  Hart,  bream  and  roach  and  dace;  C.  Lamb,  jun., 
bream  and  rudd  and  eels;  Richards,  sen.,  roach; 
Carter,  roach.  Mr.  E.  Lamb  and  W.  Smith  both 
weighed  in  fish.  Our  next  meeting  takes  place  on 
Wednesday  (July  17). — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  July  7  the 
following  weighed  in  :— Mr.  Wells,  bream  and  perch; 
Mr.  W.  Stretch,  carp  and  tench  ;  Mr.  F.  Wood,  tench  ; 
Mr.  F.  Gooding,  roach.  On  July  8,  Mr.  Bannister  had 
another  fine  show  of  jack  and  roach,  the  heaviest 
roach  lib.  9Joz.,  and  several  of  the  others  over  lib. — 
H,  Stretch. 

Oglandee  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 

Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.—  Our  June  competition 
resulted  in  the  1st  prize  being  won  by  W.  Mayler,  the 
2nd  by  T,  Addison,  3rd  W.  S,  Cartwright,  4th  H,  Watts, 
Our  July  outing  takes  place  on  the  14th  to  Valding, 
boundary  from  the  Anchor  to  Fast  Peckham  Lock, 
one  rod  only  and  from  bank.  Members  please  note  a 
new  train  leaves  London  Bridge  7,0  and  New  Cross 
7.12,  also  a  reserved  carriage  will  pick  up  at  either 
station.  Those  wanting  tickets  for  the  South  London 
District  Visiting  List  Competition  can  have  them  at 
6d.  each.  It  takes  place  at  Yalding  July  21.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Walter  Dipple  was  elected  a  working 
member.  Mr.  Kidd  added  10s.  Gd.  to  our  prize  list, 
largest  perch,  season. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. —  All 
members  are  requested  to  meet  at  Bethnal  Green 
Junction,  on  July  14  at  8.30  sharp.  Train  leaves  8.39 
for  Burnham-on-Crouch.  Our  outing  to  Harlow 
resulted  in  a  failure.  We  fish  for  the  same  prizes  at 
Dagenham  Lake,  on  July  21.  Get  out  at  Rainham 
and  show  fish  on  the  Bull  Lane  Bridge  at  7,30  p.m. ; 
roaming.  Mr.  W.  Stunt  was  elected  a  working 
member.  Train  for  Rainham  leaves  Bethnal  Green 
Junction  at  8.50.  a.m. — George. 

Ormonde  Angling  Society,  The  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E. — Our  annual  outing  and  dinner  took  place  on 
July  7,  at  Littlehampton,  twenty  of  our  members  and 
friends  sitting  down  to  a  capital  spread  provided  by 
Mr.  H.  M,  Flill,  Britannia  Inn,  Pier-road,  Anglers 
and  friends  visiting  Littlehampton  cannot  do  better 
than  pay  a  visit  to  the  Britannia,  where  they  will 
find  good  accommodation  and  the  host  very  obliging. 
Mc.  Thurstiug,  senr,  has  been  elected  an  honorary 
member.  Will  members  show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  to 
arrange  competition  for  the  21st. — J.  Mann. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  July  7,  Mr.  Carter  had  a  few 
good  dace  and  roach.  Members  and  friends  are  re- 
minded that  July  14  closes  the  list  for  brake  outing  to 
Shepperton  on  the  21st. — R.  C. 

Prince  op  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.- We  fish  for  a 
series  of  prizes  on  July  28  from  the  Shovel  lock  to  the 
Swan  and  Bottle  lock  ;  first  train  from  Paddington. 
We  take  a  return  visit.  Western  District,  on  Monday, 
July  15,  when  anglers  will  be  welcomed  by — W.  B. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  July  7  several  members 
were  out,  but  only  the  following  turned  up  in  time  to 
weigh  in— namely,  Messrs.  Holder,  Spielman,  C.  Lewis, 
and  H.  Lewis.  On  July  10  very  few  members  turned 
up.  Will  members  please  attend  as  usual,  as  we  have 
some  important  business  to  settle. — Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.-— On  July  7  the  following  weighed 
in :  P.  Gardener,  roach ;  G.  Bond,  bream  and  roach ; 
Tisshaw,  roach;  Merigold,  roach;  E.  Perry,  roach; 
E.  Chambers,  roach.  Tuesday,  our  last  meeting,  it 
was  arranged  that  we  should  fish  for  six  prizes.  Rye 
House  to  St.  Margaret's  Bridge,  on  July  21.— P. 
Pigntblli. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  7 
R.  Smith  weighed  in  chub  and  dace,  largest  chub  3Jlb. 
— Richard  Smith. 

Standard  Mower  Pishing  Club,  Leigh,  Lanca- 
shire,—The  above  club  will  give  £5  in  prizes,  to  be 
fished  for  in  the  Worsley  Canal,  on  July  20,  open  to 
all  comers.  Entrance  fee,  one  shilling.  All  entries 
to  Mr.  Fred  Rowland,  Standard  Mower,  or  Secretary, 
T.  Allanson,  18,  I.ingard-street,  Leigh.  The  club  match 
will  be  fished  on  July  27,  at  Daubhill  Brick  Works, 
near  Bolton. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Our  outing 
to  Yalding  resulted  as  follows  :— Messrs.  Ansty,  1st ; 


July  13,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Amateur  Fish  Culture 


By  CHARLES  WALKER. 

Crowu  8vo.,  net. 


"An  interesting  and  suggestive  manual. 
.  .  .  Will,  we  think,  be  found  ve*y  use- 
ful."—yWf  FISHING  GAZETTE. 

"  Mc.  Walker  is  a  keen  and  industrious 
collectorof  first  hand  information." — THE 
SATURDAY  REVIEW. 

"  Full  of  practical  and,  we  believe, 
sound  inf ormation ."— 7"/y£  WES  TMINS  TER 
GAZETTE. 

"  A  really  practical  book,  rich  in  hints 
and  information."— 7Wf  BOOKMAN. 

"Mr.  Walker  deals  with  the  manage- 
ment of  trout  fry  in  a  particularly  ex- 
haustive manner.  .  .  .  Contains  a  vast 
amount  of  information." — THE  COUNTY 
GENTLEMAN. 

Amateur  Fish  Culture 


ARCHIB.\LD  CONSTABLE   &   CO.,  LTD., 
2,  Whitehall  Gardens,  Westminstei'. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

President  :  SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.  E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS  AT  FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  every  Wednesday  Evening  at 
the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street, 
London. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec,  Ohables 
S.  Patterson,  150,  Mansion  House  Cham- 
bers, 11,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G. 


AND 
COAST 
FISHING. 

With  Special  Reference  (to  Calm 
Water  Fishing  in  inlets  &  Bstuaries. 

By  F.  G.  AFLALO, 

Ailthur  of  ".Sea  Fishiiiij;'  on  the  EiiL;Hsh 
C'oast,"  ete. 

-fully  Illiistratetl  from  Drawings  aiiil  Photo- 
graphs.    Crown  8vo.,  eloth  gilt,  priee  6s. 


"  The  whole  mystery  is  ex- 
pounded, a  result  all  the  more 
effectively  achieved  by  means  of  the 
excellent  illustrations.  .  .  .  One  of 
the  most  attractive  features  of  the 
writing  of  Mr.  Aflalo  is  the  hearti- 
ness and  gust  with  which  he  enters 
into  the  sport."— Cow/;//'/  Life. 

"  Obviously  the  work  of  a  man 
who  knows  what  he  is  writing 
about.  .  .  .  The  book  will  have  a 
fascination  even  for  those  who  know 
very  little  of  the  gentle  craft  beloved 
of  Izaak  Walton."  —  The  Bristol 
Mercury. 

"The  sea-angler  will  find  in  the 
book  much  to  interest  him,  to  in- 
struct him  if  he  is  a  novice,  and 
probably  to  impart  to  him  fresh 
ideas  however  experienced  he  may 
be." — Aberdeen  Free  Press. 

"Mr.  Aflalo's  experienced  advice 
about  methods  and  localities  that 
offer  sport  with  most  of  our  sea  fish 
cannot  fail  to  add  very  largely  to 
the  number  of  successful  anglers.  .  . 
We  have  nothing  but  praise  to 
bestow  on  the  work." — Tlie  Glasgow 
Herald. 


London  :  GRANT  RICHARDS, 

9,  Henrietta  Street,  W.C. 


Sampson  I'^wJIai^^  Books 

Heady  next  Week.    Crown  8vo,,  240  pages,        fid.  net. 

The  Arrow  War  with  China 

By  CHARLES  S.  LEAVENWORTH,  M.A., 

Professor  of  History,  Nanyang  College,  Shanghai. 


Nearly  Heady.    Demy  8vo.,  6s. 

A  Retrospect  on  the 

South  African  War 

By  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  S.  MAY,  C.IVI.G.,  R.A., 

Prufes.-;or  of  Jlilitary  Art  and  History,  Eoyal  Staff  College;  Author  of  "Guns  and 
Cavalry,"  "Field  Artillery  with  the  other  Arms,"  &c. 

COiVTi^WrS. -^Chapter  I.  .The  Enemy  we  had  to  deal  with— II.  Military 
Instinct— III.  The  Decline  of  the  Expert— IV.  Notes  on  Entrenchments— 
V.  About  Field  Artillery— VI.  The  Employment  of  Heavy  Artillery  in  the 
Field— VII.  The  Training  of  om- Army  Generally. 


Heady.   £4  4s.  net. 

Britain's  Austral  Empire 

Portraits  of  the  Statesmen  and  Officials  concerned  in  the  Work 
of  Establishing  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

The  Portraits  from  Life,  drawn  by  PERCY  F.  S.  SPENCE.  The 
Letterpress  by  Q.  FIRTH  SCOTT. 

The  book  consists  of  Forty  Photogravures,  7  in.  x  4J  in.,  while  the  Letterpress 
i  s  printed  on  Imperial  Hand-made  Paper,  at  the  well-known  Chiswick  Press.  The 
whole  is  contained  in  a  Portfolio  of  White  Vellum  and  Cloth,  ornamented  with  a 
design  by  Mr.  Speuce.    Only  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  available  in  this  form. 

L(jndon  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Lijiited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS 

THE  "TYNESIDE." 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittinKs  and 
ferrules,  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished  in  partitiOM  bag 

complete — 

No.  £   s.  d. 

1-2  9ft.  or  10ft   076 

3  lift   (I   8  « 

4  12ft   0   0  6 

Kitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snake  rings  at  Is.  each  e,\lra. 

Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish— 

5  9ft.,  one  top   0  10  6 

«  9ft.,  two  tops   0  110 

7  10ft.    „     ,   0  12  0 

8  lift.    „     „   0  12  6 

9  12ft.    „      ,,   0  13  n 

Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  extra.    In  four  joints,  Is.  6il.  extra. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  rod  has  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  my 
friends  what  I  know  to  be  a  trustworthy  piece  of  work. — E.  H. 


THE  "WANSBECK"  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and  ferrules, 
wood  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  in  natural  polish,  or  with 
rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete —  £  s.  d. 

1230-1-2-3-4    8ft.,  Sift.,  9ft.,  9ift.,  or  10ft  0  10  6 

1235-6-7-8      101ft.,  lift.,  ll^ft.,  or  12ft  0  12  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  e.xtra. 

For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be  found  every- 
thing that  can  be  desired  ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher  priced  rods. 
Ditto,  double  brazed,  two  tops —  *;  s.  d. 

1239-1240-1    8ft.,  Sift.,  or  9ft  0  12  6 

1242-3-4         9 tft.,  10ft.,  or  101ft  0  14  6 

1245-6-7         lift.,  llift.,  iir  12ft  .'.    ..    0  17  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  extra. 

Dear  Sir, — I  consider  the  rod  yon  supplied  me  with  excellent  value. — C.  T.  T. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specially 
for  me  last  month,  and  am  surprised  that  at  such  a  very  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be 
produced. 

Yon  have  made  me  exactly  what  I  asked  for,  and  the  way  the  rod  puts  a  fly  is  quite  a  treat. 

— M.  S.  C. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Wausbeck  "  Bod  a  perfect  dream  ;  throws  a  good  fly  ;  kills  a  good  flsh ;  just  what 
I  wanted.— F.  P. 

The  Fishing  Gazette,  March  23,  1895,  says  :  "  The  '  Wansbeok '  (9ft.),  at  10s.  6d.,  two  joints,  is  a 
trout  rod  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated." 


Our  Special     COQUETDALE  "  Double=Handed 

Fly  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  withtwo  tops,  bronzed  winch  fittings 
and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete- 
No.  £  s.  d. 

40  13ft   0  16  6 

41  14ft   0  18  6 

42  15ft   100 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  i8()5. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Cocpietdale '  fonrteen-footei  ;  this 
I'od  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and  discovered  gi'eat  power." — Aivjlei 
"  The  '  C'oquetdale  '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons." — Land  and  Water. 
"The  '  Coquetdale'  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  ♦•TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c., 
"Tyneside"  Trout  rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 


similar  to  our 


No. 
43 
44 
45 

46 
47 


16ft. 
17ft. 
18ft. 
19ft. 
20ft. 


£ 

1  5 
1  10 

1  15 

2  0 
2  5 


s.  d. 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Dear  Sir, — The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  .July  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday,  ami 
we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it  ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod,  but  my  fisherman  was 
delighted  with  it. 

It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  hard  and 
constant  use  In  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  In  very  difficult  water,  and  v/itti  trying  winds, 
than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used. — C.  H.  G. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON. 
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W.  Brookman,  2nd ;  E.  Barker,  3rd;  T.  Lucas,  4th; 
\V.  Shcpheard,  5th  ;  A.  Pain,  6th.  Messrs.  W.  Eyke 
and  A.  Jenkins  also  weighed  in.  Mr.  D.  Adams  had  a 
few  roach  on  July  5.  Four  working  members  were 
made  on  July  9— namely,  Messrs.  A.  Simpson,  G. 
Pinner,  M.  K.  Schwerr,  and  B.  A.  Wood.— A.  P. 

Steatfoed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Tilaryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — We  had  a 
fine  show  of  fish  on  July  7.  The  following  members 
weighed  in :  Mr.  S.  Sandiland  (bream),  271b. ;  Mr.  J.  A. 
Payne  (bream  and  roach),  one  nice  specimen  roach 
lib.  14Joz. ;  W.  Drake  (roach)  Mr.  Bacon ;  (roach  and 
perch.  Next  meeting  Tuesday,  July  16.  Business  : 
election  of  two  new  members,  report  on  rules  and 
conditions  for  match. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehodeswell- 
road,  E. — We  fished  our  first  match  last  Sunday  at 
Paddock  Wood.  Only  fom-  prizes  were  taken,  the 
others  failing  to  reach  the  Jib.  limit.  Mr.  C.  Bolding 
was  first,  G.  Chamberlain  second,  A.  Clapshaw  third, 

F.  Grindrod  fourth,  and  Johnson  fifth.  Messrs.  H. 
Smith,  Ruston,  Stothart,  and  Jolly  also  weighed  in. 
On  July  14  we  fish  (roving)  for  remainder  of  prizes. — 
W.  Beattie. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  the  follow- 
ing have  weighed  in  fish :  Mr.  W.  Gregory  dace  and 
bream,  Mr.  C.  F.  Pointz  bream,  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Trench 
tench.  Mr.  T.  S.  Webb  was  elected  to  the  post  of 
secretary  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. — C.  E.  Lock. 

Tunbeidge  Wells  Angling  Society,  Railway  Inn, 
Goods  Station-road. — On  July  7  we  held  our  first 
competition  of  the  season  at  Hartlake,  Tonbridge, 
when  three  prizes  were  fished  for.  First  prize,  general 
rod,  won  by  Mr.  E.  King ;  second,  landing  net,  won 
by  Mr.  A.  Moore  ;  third,  winch,  won  by  Mr.  Sales. 
Condition  of  water  very  clear,  and  overflowed  in  the 
field  where  the  match  was  held. — G.  J.  House. 

Twickenham  Angling  Society,  Two  Sawyers, 
Twickenham.  —  Om  first  barbel  competition  takes 
place  on  July  14,  and  on  the  following  Wednesday 
(July  17),  Mr.  Geo.  Ayland  and  Mr.  Jones  are  giving 
prizes.  Mr.  A.  Turner  caught  a  nice  eel,  21b.  lOoz. 
Mr.    Southwood  two   large   eels  with  live  bait. — 

G.  Baebon. 

United  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Om-  annual  outing  to 
Wateringbury  was  very  enjoyable.  The  following 
were  the  successful  competitors: — W^.  Tyler,  1st;  B. 
Cleminson,  2nd ;  F.  Beak,  3rd;  H.  Collings,  4th;  C. 
Wilderspin,  6th  ;  E.  Skeates,  6th ;  H.  Fordham,  7th  ; 
J.  Payne,  8th  ;  E.  Groves,  9th ;  W.  Royal,  10th ;  F. 
Belton,  11th  ;  R.  Champion,  12th  ;  W^  Stephens,  13th. 
— F.  Beak. 

ViCTOEiA  Beothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — Our  outing 
will  be  to  Ashurst  on  July  28,  when  we  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  at  Victoria  Station  by  the  first  train  on 
that  day.  Hope  to  see  a  good  muster  next  week  to 
make  final  arrangements. — P.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Geben  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Will  absent  members 
kindly  note  that  at  our  outing  to  Yalding,  July  20,  21, 
no  members  will  be  allowed  to  fish  within  ten  yards 
of  one  another.  Mr.  Crisp  saved  us  from  a  blank  on 
July  7.— W.  L.  K. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C. — We 
have  had  a  few  bream  weighed  in  lately,  Mr.  C.  Moore 
taking  the  June  prize.  The  writer  took  a  nice  bass 
weighing  101b.,  from  the  shore  at  Margate,  with  rock 
worm,  on  Tuesday  morning,  July  2.- — M.  Cuddon. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — The  lapsed  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  'July  14,  where  the  members 
like,  bank  or  punt. — W.  Cox. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford. — We  had  a  fairly 
good  show  of  fish  at  the  above  club  on  the  7th,  when 
the  following  members  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Vale, 
Townsend,  Newton,  sen.,  Newton,  jun..  Homer,  roach  ; 
Pethm-st,  roach  and  bream  ;  and  Seal,  bream.  Several 
other  members  were  out,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh 
in. — R.  LowTHEE. 

Yarmouth  (Geeat)  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The 
second  contest  of  the  season  was  finished  at  Ormesby 
(Eels  Foot),  on  the  4th  instant,  and  so  far  as  fishing 
was  concerned,  was  an  absolute  failure,  but  as  a  day's 
thorough  enjoyment  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Doubtless,  an  error  in  judgment  was  made  in  fixing 
the  match  at  Ormesby,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
these  waters  fish  better  later  in  the  season.  Thanks 
to  the  generosity  of  two  of  the  members,  a  gay  time 
was  spent ;  on  the  outward  journey  by  Mr.  Rowlands, 
annual  feast  of  strawberries,  and  on  the  homeward,  a 
call  was  made  at  Mr.  Henry  Boning's,  where  tea  was 
partaken  of  on  the  lawn,  which  was  much  appreciated. 
The  total,  catch  was  but  seventy-four  fish,  weighing 
some  261b.,  the  prize  winners  being  Mr.  H.  J. 
Fortescue,  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker,  Mr.  W.  W.  Harwood,  and 
Mr.  T.  J.  Mason,  who  became  eligible  to  fish  in  the 
semi-final  for  the  Foulsham  Challenge  Cup.  The 
duties  of  umpire  were  ably  carried  out  by  Mr.  W.  C. 
Steward,  who  had  as  his  assistant  Captain  Graystone. 


The  monthly  delegatt  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday,  July  15,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  Woodruff  will  esteem  it  a  favour  if  delegates  will 
make  an  eii'ort  to  attend  at  that  time  instead  of  8.30. 


The  July  number  of  the  "  Thames  Angling  News"  is 
to  hand.  In  addition  to  the  usual  "  chatty  "  gossip 
so  interesting  to  Thames  anglers,  there  is  an  article  on 
"Thames  Reaching  Reminiscences,"  "Coarse  Fish- 
ing," "Reaching — Gut  r.  Hair"  (iromFisliing  Gazette) 
— in  fact  a  very  readable  number. 


Then  comes  the  "Angler's  Record,"  edited  by  Mr. 
F.  A.  Bedding,  of  Leeds,  which  records  all  events  of 
importance  to  Leeds  anglers.  "  The  Amicable  Sod- 
Sitters,"  by  W.  C.  Platts,  is  very  droll,  and  we  must 
wait  for  the  next  number  for  its  conclusion.  "  To  be 
continued "  should  never  appear  after  W.  C.  P.'s 
articles — we  want  the  lot. 


The  "Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Club  Chronicle  " 
for  July  is  growing  quite  respectable.  It  gives  you  six 
pages  of  ads.  and  four  of  matter.  As  it  only  appears 
once  a  quarter,  it  is  read  with,  perhaps,  more  pleasure 
than  if  it  appeared  "  weekly."  Of  course,  the  "  Editor's 
Notebook "  is  always  interesting.  Then  comes  an 
excellent  article  on  "  Prawning,"  by  "  Pheasant  Tail  "; 
"The  Ethics  of  Fishing";  "The  Opening  of  the 
Season";  and  "One  of  the  Enemies  of  Fish,"  by 
E.  S.  Stephenson.   Altogether  a  very  readable  number. 


In  last  week's  report  of  the  B.S.A.S.  it  was  stated 
that  "  Mr.  Handley  had  seen  a  two-and-a-half  to  three 
feet  flounder,  which  had  been  caught  of^  Southend 
Pier."  I  have  seen  Mr.  Croft  Handley,  who  says  "  it 
may  possibly  have  weighed  between  two  and  three 
pounds — but  feet  never  1  " 


A  correspondent  signing  himself  "  Lex  "  writes  : — 
"  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  John  Cockburn,  of  Bainbridge, 
that  whilst  fishing  in  the  Bain  one  day  last  week,  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  hook  and  land  three  trout  on 
one  cast  and  at  the  same  time." — [Well,  "  Lex,"  what 
about  it  ?    Did  he  have  three  hooks  ?] 


"  Days  op  Yoee  "  writes  :  "  The  sudden  demise  of 
Mr.  Fred  Hammill,  a  noted  Yorkshire  angler,  has 
caused  great  sorrow  throughout,  not  only  Yorkshire, 
but  Lancashire,  where  he  was  also  well  known.  He 
was  landlord  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  Topcliffe,  on  the 
Swale,  and  only  last  week  I  received  a  letter  from  him 
telling  me  about  a  big  catch  he  had  made  of  381b. 
mixed  fish,  including  a  -Sib.  trout,  which  was  sent  to 
Cooper's.  He  also  gave  me  a  cordial  invitation  to  go 
and  spend  a  week  with  him ;  alas  !  how  little  he  thought 
then  that  we  should  never  meet  again  in  this  world. 
In  the  back  end  of  1886  Fred  and  I  had  a  verbal  war 
in  the  pages  of  this  journal  with  respect  to  worm  fishing 
for  grayling.  George  Hillewell  and  the  late  T.  E. 
Pritt,  espoused  my  cause,  and  on  Jan.  8,  1887,  the 
latter,  in  an  article  entitled,  "  The  Looker  On,"  paid 
me  possibly  the  highest  compliment  that  could  be 
given  to  an  individual  angler.  However,  the  war  was 
soon  over,  and  to  the  day  of  his  death  Fred  and  I  were 
the  best  of  friends.  No  one  can  feel  his  loss  more  than 
I  do,  who  has  spent  scores  of  happy  hours  in  his 
company,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  annual  All- 
England  Match  at  Skipton  Bridge,  where  poor  Fred 
was  always  to  the  fore,  there  will  be  many  who  will 
miss  his  genial  presence." 


The  recent  outing  of  the  clubs  in  the  Woolwich 
district,  at  East  Farleigh,  to  decide  the  first  round  of 
the  local  challenge  cup  competition,  proved  a  most 
enjoyable  and  friendly  affair,  the  Woolwich  Brothers 
Angling  Society  proving  the  victors  on  this  occasion. 
A  combined  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  (July  9), 
with  Mr.  J.  Howcroft  in  the  chair,  for  the  discussion 
of  very  important  business  concerning  anglers'  interests 
of  the  district. 


I  HEAR  that  th«  Maidstone  Anglers  have  left  their 
old  quarters,  after  nearly  ten  years  at  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  Inn,  Tovil,  and  are  now  located  at  larger 
premises  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  High-street,  Maid- 
stone, where  they  anticipate  more  than  doubling  their 
membership  roll  in  a  very  short  time.  Several  of  the 
old  members  have  been  busy  amongst  the  bream  and 
roach  in  the  Tovil  stretch  of  the  Medway  ;  a  few  good 
carp  have  also  been  exhibited  at  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Inn  quite  recently.  The  stretch  between  Tovil  Lock 
and  East  Farleigh  Lock  is  reported  to  be  fishing  better 
this  season  than  for  many  years  past.  It  is  a  thou- 
sand pities  some  voluntary  preservation  body  does  not 
take  up  the  work  of  restocking  on  similar  lines  to  the 
T.A.P.S.  and  bring  this  grand  old  river  back  to  some- 
thing like  its  former  state. 


Me.  H.  C.  Hudson,  of  Ipswich,  writes :— "  Dear 
SiE, — I  think  you  may  be  interested  to  hear  of  a 
remarkable  roach  I  am  preserving.  It  was  picked 
up  dead  in  a  piece  of  private  water  near  Ipswich,  a 
female  fish ;  it  apparently  died  egg-bound.  Extreme 
length,  18in.  ;  extreme  girth,  14Jin. ;  weight,  31b. 
This  was  the  weight  just  after  it  was  taken  from  the 
water.  I  did  not  receive  it  till  thirty-six  hours  after 
it  was  picked  up,  and  it  had  partly  dried  in  that  time, 
but  I  carefully  weighed  it  and  it  went  slightly  over 
21b.  14oz.,  so  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  it  weighed  the 
full  31b.  when  fresh  out  of  the  water.  I  may  just  say 
that  it  is  an  undoubted  roach ;  there  are  no  chub,  rudd, 
or  bream  in  the  water  it  came  from.  I  also  carefully 
examined  the  pharyngeal  teeth — they  were  conical  and 
compressed,  without  any  of  the  serrations  which  so 
distinguish  the  pharyngeal  teeth  of  the  rudd,  whilst 
the  colours,  position  of  the  dorsal  fin,  and  structure 
of  mouth  are  all  most  characteristically  roachlike.  I 
believe  this  is  the  largest  roach  recorded  in  this 
district  for  many  years,  so  thought  you  might  like  a 
line  or  two  about  it." 


Now,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  Mr.  Hudson 
is  certain  that  the  31b.  roach  mentioned  is  not  a  hybrid. 
Another  correspondent  writes:  "Will  you  kindly 
inform  me  if  a  roach  has  been  caught  weighing  over 
31b."  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Robert  Shaw,  boat- 
builder  at  Marlow,  has  one  in  his  possession  of 
31b.  4oz.  I  should  be  glad  if  he  would  send  particu- 
lars. Mr.  C.  H.  Taylor,  our  Wroxham  correspondent, 
has  heard  of  this  31b.  roach,  said  to  have  been  caught 
in  the  Bridge  Pool,  and  says  that  of  the  scores  of 
thousands  of  roach  he  has  seen  taken  from  the  Bure 
none  ever  exceeded  21b.  Ooz.  I  have  a  roach  in  my 
possession  which  was  taken  on  the  Test  with  a  fly, 
and  weighed  on  the  scales  at  St.  Dunstan's  House,  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  which,  two  days 
after  capture,  weighed  21b.  8oz. 


I  ALSO  have  in  my  possession  a  roach  which  weighed 
31b.  6oz.,  but  it  was  "dropsical,"  and  melted  consider- 
ably on  iDeing  "  tapped."  I  saw  recently  two  roach  in 
one  case  at  the  Kings  and  Keys,  142,  Fleet-street,  E.C, 
taken  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Caft'yn — really  handsome 
roach — which  weighed  21b.  lOoz.  and  21b.  6oz.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  these  weights  being  correct,  and 
they  may  be  inspected.  The  case  hangs  in  the  saloon 
bar. 


Speaking  recently  to  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  on  this 
interesting  subject,  he  sends  me  the  following  note : 
"  The  largest  roach,  that  is,  true  roach,  I  ever  knew  of, 
weighed  21b.  3Joz.  All  fish  of  greater  weight,  called 
roach  and  weighed  in  as  such,  I  have  invariably  found 
to  be  mongrels  or  mules — that  is,  hybrids  between 
roach  and  bream.  These  are  common  in  many  rivers, 
lakes,  and  ponds  where  roach  and  bream  consort 
together  at  spawning  time  ;  but  hybrids  are  infertile, 
which  is  the  case  with  mules  of  all  kinds.  Do 
you  remember  that  handsome  hybrid  roach-bream 
of  5Jlb.  sent  me  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  to  the  1894 
Aquarium  Fisheries  Exhibition?  That  31b.  5oz. 
dropsical  roach  caught  at  Ware  was  half  \yater, 
but  in  condition  would  probably  have  weighed 
21b.  A  true  roach  is  easily  distinguished  from 
a  hybrid  by  the  front  fin-ray  being  exactly 
perpendicular  to  its  ventral  fins,  while  a  hybrid's 
dorsal  is  about  an  inch  backward  from  the  perpen- 
dicular of  the  ventrals ;  also,  the  anal  fin  of  a  roach 
has  eleven  rays,  a  bream  has  twenty-seven,  and  a 
hybrid  roach  sixteen  or  seventeen.  But  some  "  taxi- 
dermists" get  over  these  little  difficulties  by  "faking" 
the  fins;  they  slip  the  dorsal  an  inch  forward,  and 
remove  five  rays  from  the  anal  fin  of  a  hybrid  bream- 
roach.  The  late  Frank  Buckland  for  the  last  ten 
years  of  his  life  offered  £5  for  a  roach  that  weighed 
2Jlb.    It  was  never  claimed." 


The  irregularity  of  the  plural  terminations  of  our 
language  has  long  been  matter  of  comment ;  so  much 
so,  that  one  humourist  has  evolved  the  following  for 
our  edification : — 

Remember,  though  box  in  the  plural  makes  boxes. 

The  plural  of  ox  should  be  oxen,  not  oxes  ; 

And  remember,  though  fleece. in  the  plural  is  fleeces. 

That  the  plural  of  goose  isn't  gooses  nor  geeses ; 

And  remember,  though  house  in  the  plural  is  houses. 

The  plural  of  mouse  should  be  mice  and  not  mouses ; 

Mouse,  it  is  true,  in  the  plural  is  mice. 

But  the  plural  of  house  should  be  houses,  not  bice. 

And  foot,  it  is  true,  in  the  plural  is  feet, 

But  the  plural  of  root  should  be  roots  and  not  reet. 


"  Feller  name  o'  Shakespere  fooled  our  folks  purty 
well  las'  week,"  said  Mr.  Meddergrass.  "  He  gave  a 
show  called  '  Julius  Caisar,'  down  to  the  Opry  House, 
an'  blamed  ef  the  whole  thing  wasn't  made  up  out  o' 
pieces  that's  been  spoke  at  the  school  exhibitions  here 
for  twenty  year."  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  flugliflg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morvmg. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  (July  4)  at 
the  headquarters,  when  the  business  in  connection 
wth  the  forthcoming  annual  contest  and  excursion 
was  advanced  another  stage.    It  was  resolved  to  have 
the  rules  governing  the  fishing  and  holding  of  the 
silver  challenge  cup  printed  and  sent  out  to  each  of 
the  clubs.    The  whole  of  the  rules  governing  the 
contest   were  approved  of  with  two  exceptions — 
namely,  that  bleak  over  six  inches  be  weighed  in, 
and  that  ledgering  be  allowed.    The  secretary  was 
ordered    to  give  the  necessary  guarantee   to  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Co.  for  three  special  trains. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  were  appointed  referees,  and 
Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  Miller,  and  Bagley  were  ap- 
pointed to  visit  Abingdon  to  make  the  final  arrange- 
ments.   The  prize  list,  as  adopted  last  year,  was  also 
approved,  this  being  that  £8  be  given  for  the  first  prize, 
and  two  additional  prizes  of  10s.  6d.  each,  with  twenty 
prizes  of  10s.  each,  be  given  to  the  last  lowest  prize 
taken.    This  will  make  in  all  eighty-two  prizes  of 
the  value  of  £81  Is.    Contest  tickets  will  shortly 
be  issued,  and  may  be  obtained  from  the  clubs 
and  leading  tackle  shops.    Pishing  during  the  week 
has     been     all    that     could    be    desired.  Some 
very  good  catches  of  bream  and  roach  have  been 
had  from  the  Avon  in  the  Stratford,  Milcote,  and 
Luddington  waters ;  some  of  the  anglers  have  taken 
their^  201b.  and  301b.  of  bream.    The  St.  Stephens 
members  who  rent  a  portion  of  the  Avon  at  Luddington 
have  had  some  grand  sport  with  the  bream,  where  fish 
up  to  51b.  have  been  very  common.    Some  good  roach 
have  also  been  taken,  all  taking  the  stewed  wheat. 
Some  good  perch  and  jack  have  been  taken  with 
the  minnow.    Fishing  has  also  been  good  all  down 
the  Avon;  in  fact,  all  who  have  visited  this  river 
have  been    rewarded    with    good    baskets.  Some 
good  roach,  chub,  and  bream  have  been  taken  by  the 
Sparkbrook  members  from  their  water  on  the  Stour 
near  Stratford.   The  Severn  has  also  been  fishing  well ; 
sport  has  been  good  at  Kemsey  and  all  the  way  up  the 
river.    Some  fine  roach  have  been  taken  from  Upton 
Magna.    The  canals  have  also  provided  some  good 
sport  both  in  the  Warwick  and  Stratford  stretches. 
Some  of  the  Old  Cottage  members  visited  Wilmcote 
on  Saturday,  July  6,  and  took  some  good  bream  from 
the  Lime  Wharf.    The  River  Alne  at  Aston  Cantlow, 
which  is  rented  by  three  Birmingham  clubs,  has  pro- 
vided some  good  sport,  and  the  same  remark  also 
applies  to  the  River  Anker. 

ROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Sport  during  the  past  week  has  been  good.  The 
best  place  to  fish  for  bream  is  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Witham.  In  the  district  between  Anton  Gowts 
and  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston  some  prodit^ious 
specimens  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot.  Here- 
abouts single  fish  have  been  landed  weighing  upwards 
of  61b.  apiece,  and  others  weighing  up  to  51b.  have 
been  taken  from  the  deeper  swims  in  the  Dogdyke 
district.  Roach  are  now  showing  considerable  activity 
and  some  fine  sport  has  been  had  amongst  them  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kirkstead.  Both  here  and  at  Tatter- 
shall  tench  fishing  has  also  proved  remunerative.  The 
heavy  rain  which  fell  last  week  considerably  refreshed 
the  waters,  but  another  downpour  is  wanted  to  keep 
the  fish  on  the  move.  Forty-foot  subscribers  are 
haying  a  good  time  of  it  in  the  vicinity  of  Donington 
Bridge,  and  where  proper  regard  has  been  paid  to 
ground-baiting,  anglers  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
taking  81b.  and  101b.  of  roach  with  the  worm.  Eel 
fishing  on  this  river  is  still  being  prosecuted  with 
vigour. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Good  sport  is  now  being  obtained  by  our  local  anglers 
on  the  river  Ancholme  and  especially  in  the  Brigg 
district,  and  at  the  recent  club  matches  some  excellent 
takes  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  made.  On  July  3 
the  Wednesday  Angling  Association  fished  a  match  on 
the  Engine  House  stretch,  and  amongst  the  ten  com- 
petitors close  upon  801b.  of  fish  was  caught  Mr  O 
Barrick  heading  the  list  with  181b.  7Joz. ;  Mr.  Samuel 
King  next  with  141b.  6ioz.,  best  fish  a  bream  of  21b 
13ioz. ;  Mr.  T.  Weldon  third  with  111b.  lO^oz.,  whose 
catch  included  a  splendid  bream  weighing  51b.  15Aoz  • 
Mr.  J.  Lawrence  in  his  catch  of  111b.  3|oz.  had  also  a 
bream  of  21b.  12^oz.  Sport  is  also  fairly  good  on  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  Fishery,  and  during  the 
past  week  bream  up  to  31b.  each  and  roach  of  Hb 
ha,ve  been  taken  by  Hull  anglers.  Some  very  fair 
takes  of  fish  have  also  been  made  on  the  River  Hull 
during  the  week,  and  below  Hempholme  a  couple  of 
very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  scaling  about  31b. 
each,  one  of  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Foreman  a 
member  of  the  Beverley  Foresters  Angling  Society, 
borne  very  good  bream  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
vicinity  of  Leven  Lock.    At  Wawne  and  Cicey  the 


river  is  alive  with  large  roach  and  dace.  On  July  7, 
at  Hull  Bridge,  the  North  My  ton  Angling  Association 
fished  a  match,  the  first  prize-winner  having  over  51b. 
of  nice  roach. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  half-yearly  report  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  is  a  terrible  blow  to  those  whose  little 
minds  tried  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discontent  in  that 
town.    So  severe  is  the  punishment  in  the  report 
Itself  that  it  must  be  left  to  speak,  further  comment 
being  unnecessary.    The  first  outing  of  the  St,  Helens 
anglers  takes  place  on  July  18,  to  Little  Budworth, 
every  arrangement  having  been  made  for  an  enjoy- 
able   day.— The  result  of    the  opening  match  of 
the  Tyldesley  Anglers,  at   Boothstown,    was  fairly 
good,    the    first    three    prizes    going    to  Messrs 
W.  Brett,  J.  Howarth,  and  W.  Wood.    One  of  the 
members  has  had  a  roach  from  the  canal  of  lib.  Goz. 
On  Saturday  (July  6)  a  match  of  a  social  character 
between  teams  selected  was  held.     After  a  keen 
struggle,  but  poor  sport,  Mr.  J.  Brown's  team  won 
Two  open  events  are  down  for  decision  at  Leigh 
one  on  July  20  and  the  other  on  August  3.  On 
both  occasions  £5  will  be  offered  in  prizes.  The 
absurdity  of  some  public-house  matches  for  copper 
kettles  was  recently  very  plainly  demonstrated  at 
Bewsey.    Over  one  hundred  sane  anglers  entered  for 
SIX  prizes,  and  twenty-four  caught  eels,  no  other  fish 
being  eligible  for  weighing  in.     The  first  prize  went 
for  loz.  14dr.  and  the  sixth  for  loz.  4dr.,  but  the 
weights  of  those  not  winning  prizes  are  wisely  with- 
held.    Our  rivers  are  in   such  a  state  that  only 
m  unguarded  moments  can  returned  fishermen  be 
induced  to  speak  of   their  experiences  in  search 
of  sport,  which  is  confined  to  the  evening.  Lancas- 
trians wishing  to  visit  Dogdyke  should  go  at  once, 
for  good  sport  awaits  them,  bream,  roach,  perch, 
arid  tench  all  being  on  the  feed.   The  Bollin  is  fishing 
fairly  well,  and  real  good  fishing  is  reported  from  the 
Warrington  Association's  waters  at  Lymm. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  mter-club  match  of  the  Old  House  at  Home 
Angling  Society  and  the  Moss  Side  Socials  will  be 
decided  at  Broken  Cross  to-morrow,  instead  of  at 
Dunham  Massey  as  originally  arranged.  From  a  recent 
report  it  seems  that  although  the  Ben  Brierley  disposed 
of  all  their  prizes  the  sport  was  very  poor.    The  Gorton 
Angling  Society  have  admitted  seven  new  members. 
Our  old  friend  "  Sam  O.  Fario  "  has  been  neglecting  his 
rod  for  his  dog  (but  no   gun),  simply  contenting 
himself  with  showing  his  champion  Snakes  Prince. 
The  amount  of  prizes  he  has  obtained  with  this  quaint 
little  customer  and  his  children  is  simply  marvellous. 
Sam  O'Fario  says  "  it  beats  fishing  in  these  poor 
sporting  times."    The  last  match  of  the  Hulme  Crown 
Angling  Society  was  a  success,  forty-seven  competing, 
and  thirty-four  caught  fish,  so  that  the  eighteen  prizes 
were  all  awarded,  the  first  three  going  for  weights 
over  fib.  to  Messrs.  B.  Law,  F.  Bebby,  and  P.  Mostin. 
In  the  list  of  prizes  one  veteran's  name  is  missing,  that 
of  the  champion  blanket  winner,  but  he  may  not  have 
been  fishing.    Rather  a  novel  match  is  arranged 
between  the  two  sections  of  the  Buckland  Anglers, 
i.e.,  those  who  fished  on  the  two  days  of  the  recent 
match.    It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  disappointments 
in  the  matter  of  obtaining  private  waters  have  not 
discouraged  the  30  clubs,  who  are  as  enthusiastic  as 
over,  and  contemplating  more  of    the  delightful 
musical  socials.    The  Duchy  Angling  Society  are 
again  second  team  for  an  important  event,  and  the 
members  are  confident  of  heading  the  list  before  very 
long.  This  society  is  fishing  an  opening  match  to-day  in 
their  private  waters.    To-morrow  the  Duke  of  Cam 
bridge  Angling  Society  fish  a  match  at  High  Lane. 
The  prize  winners  in  the  Victoria  Angling  Society 
match  at  Middlewood  are  Messrs.  L.  Needham,  G. 
Taylor,  and  W.  Mavis. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Intensely  hot  weather  has  prevailed,  and  anglers 
have,  as  regards  midday  fishing,  been  seriously  handi- 
capped. The  rise  on  the  Trent,  mentioned  last  week, 
soon  passed  away,  and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  river 
was  about  as  low  as  it  could  possibly  be.  All  the 
barbel  swims  of  note  were  negotiable  with  comparative 
ease,  and  fish  were  showing  sport  to  the  worm  at 
Colwick  Weirs,  at  Holme  Pierrepont,  at  Hazleford, 
and  at  Clifton  (Grove  Swifts)  and  Wilford.  A  few  have 
also  been  taken  on  ledgering  tackle  with  caddis  grubs. 
At  Shardlow,  on  Saturday  (July  6),  Mr.  P.  W.  K. 
Wallis  landed  his  first  barbel  of  the  season,  and  since 
then  he  is  reported  to  have  creeled  a  considerable 
variety  of  coarse  fish.  Other  visitors  have  scored 
chiefly  amongst  chub  and  dace  with  gentles,  and 
sport  amongst  chub  and  roach  has  been  enjoyed  on  the 
King's  Mills  waters,  notably  by  Mr.  A.  Pewkes.  Mr. 
E.  Day  and  Mr.  G.  Ridgard  have  bagged  241b.  of 
chub  on  the  Kelham  section,  and  numerous  chub 
have  come  from  Piskerton,  and  the  streams  adjoining 
Flintham  Wood,  above  Hazleford.  Perch  fishers  have 
caught  a  few  barbel  in  the  free  waters  of  the 
City,  and  those  frequenting  the  length  near  the 
Grantham  Canal  have  picked  up,  by  the  aid  of  gentles, 
a  large  number  of  very  fine  dace. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Angling   this  week    in    this    district    has  been 
brisk,  and  attended  by  capital  results,  a  notable 
feature    being    the    number    of    big  fish  caught. 
What    IS    a    record  trout    caught  with  rod  and 
■u.  ^^^■^^'^^    district   was    landed    on  Tuesday 
night.    Fishing  in  the  Redmires  Reservoir,  which  is  a 
corporation  dam  over  which  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  has 
the  right  of  fishing,  and  season  tickets  for  which  may 
be  had  for  a  moderate  sum,  Mr.  A.  S.  Davy  landed  a 
beauty  ;  he  was  using  an  ordinary  artificial  "  biggish  " 
fly  and  was  not  expecting  a  whopper.    His  tackle 
held  good  however,  and  although  the  fish  after  good 
sport  made  one  escape  from  the  landing  net,  it  was 
eventually  grassed.  It  weighed  51b.  2oz.,  and  measured 
22  inches  by  12  inches.     The  fish  was  a  beautiful 
specimen,  in  grand  condition.    Mr.  Davy  has  cau</ht 
other  good  fish  m  the  same  water,  heaviest  l.oiii-'  23II) 
Ihere  are  four  or  five  other  very  large  fish  equally  as 
l^rge,  if  not  larger,  than  the  one  caught  tliis  week, 
ihere  has  been  some  capital  sport  at  Boston  and  in 
the   Witham,  and  in  the  latter  near  the  Sluice 
Bridge  bream  anglers  have  done  very  well  Two 
brothers  caught  six  good-conditioned  fish,  which  ran 
to  about  51b.  apiece,  and  other  anglers  secured  good 
baskets,  which  included  very  nice  fish.    The  Boston 
waters  also  yielded  geod  bream  and  some  very  nice 
roach,  and  in  all  angling  was  most  satisfactory. 
FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  grand  downfall  of  rain  we  had  last  week  was  a  1 
absorbed  by  the  thirsty  earth,  I  presume,  for  it  has 
made  no  appreciable  difference  to  the  volume  of  water 
in  our  rivers,  which  are  very  low  indeed.    Still,  it  has 
been  of  immense  benefit  to  the  gardener  and  agricul- 
turist,   and   has   freshened  up   our   streams  •  fish 
have    been  feeding  better,   the  chub  biting  very 
freely    at    the  fly,  maggot,    vamprev,  cockchafer 
and  worm ;  Mr.  L.  P.  Higgs  had  a  fine  catch  with  the 
vamprey;    Mr.    C.  Ellis,    2Glb.  with  the  fly  Mr 
Coombs,  191b.  with  cockchafer  and  lobworm'-  and 
some  good  baskets  of  roach  were  caught  with  maggot, 
paste.    Some  capital  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
trout.     Club  and  other  waters  have   been  fished 
with    fly,    worm,   and    maggot;    the    lakes  are 
generally  good.     Mr.  H.  Cooper,    Worcester  City 
Club,  had  a  brace  and  a  half  of  lovely  fish,  wei'^hinc' 
51b  7oz.,  caught  with  the  fly;  another  angler°one°- 
and-a-half  brace  weighing  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  W  Bridges 
secretary  of  the  club,  a  basket  of  lovely  fish  ei^ho 
brace  m  all.    Two  more  very  fine  lamperns  have  been 
taken    close    to    the    city,    one    over    21b.,  the 
other  31b.  in  weight.    Eels  are  running  well  and 
many  anglers  who  like  this  sport  have  had  plenty 
in   the   Severn  and  Avon,  some   taking  from  81b 
to  101b.  of  them.    The  Berkeley  Arms  Club  had  their 
first  competition  of  the  season  in  the  Avon  at  Pershore 
on  Saturday  afternoon  last  (July  6),  three  hours'  pe'^ 
down  contest,  no  fish  under  3oz.  weighed.    First  prize 
was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Glover  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Stanton  • 
third,  Mr.  W.  Hill.    A  fair  number  of  members  com- 
peted. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  number  of  first  matches  by  angling  clubs  "and 
associations  have  just  taken  place.    The  York  Mel 
bourne  Angling  Club  went  to  West  Cottingwith  on 
July    6    and    fished    the    Derwent,    having  only 
slow    sport,    and  the  weigh-in  was  disappointing 
the  first  prize  being  taken  with  under  lib  The 
Groves  (York)  Angling  Society  opened  the  season  on 
same  date  at  Linton,  and  found  the  Ouse  low  and 
clear,  and  altogether  against  large  catches.    Most  of 
the  members,  however,  enjoyed  fair  sport.    Mr  J 
Robson  was  first,  and  the  special  prize  for  the  heaviest 
fish  was  won  by  Mr.  H.  Dale,  jun.    St.  Olave's  (York) 
Anglers'  Association  held  their  first  competition  of  the 
season  on  Saturday,  July  6,  at  Elvington,  and  had 
good  sport,  only  two  members  failing  to  take  fish 
Some  choice  fish  were  caught,  chiefly  roach  and 
dace.     Mr.   W.   Allison  was  first  with  31b  7oz 
and  he  secured  the  special  prize  for  the  largest  fish' 
The  lork  White  Rose  Friendly  Angling  Societv  also 
went  to  Elvington  on  Monday  and  experienced  hot 
weather  with  the  Derwent  in  poor  condition.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  catch  was  not  unsatisfactorv 
The  members  of  the  Old  Ebor  Angling  Association 
fished  their  annual  match  at  Cottingwith  on  Mouda\ 
when  all  caught  fish    though    the    catches  were 
small.    Mr.  Alf.  Pratt  headed  the  winners  with  31b. 
15J0Z. ;   he  also  took   the  special  for  the  largest 
roach,  and  R.  Broadley  that  for  the  largest  flouMoci. 
Some  remarkably  good  catches  of  bream  and  other 
fish  were  made  by  members  of  the  Hull  Weuuesdas 
Angling  Associatiju  in  the  river  Ancholme    ne  r 
Brigg,  recently.  0.  Barrick's  catch  weighed  181b'7ioz 
S.  King's  141b.  6|oz.,  T.  Weldon's  111b.  lOAoz.  and  j' 
Laurence's  111b.  S^oz.    The  Ouse  salmon  seasor, 
which  began  on  June  1,  has  proved  a  better  one  than 
for  a  few  years  past.  In  the  Lower  Ouse  district  more 
licences  have  been  taken  out,  and  the  vield  has  been 
between  twenty  and  thirty  fish  per  week.    Mr  Frede- 
rick Hammill,  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  Topcliffe,  'Thirsk, 
one  of  the  best  known  anglers  in  the  north  died  on 
Monday  night  at  the  age  of  forty-six. 
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were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut  Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  6/6  each. 


were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts,  the  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability. 

A    LABGE    ASSORTMENT    OF    IRISH,    SCOTCH,    ^^J>  WEGIAK   FLIES    IN  STOCK. 

OGDEN  &  SCOTFORDTTaV^s.'^  CHELTENHAM. 


ilofcs  from  ilorf^. 

A  SLic.HT  rise  in  the  rivers,  an  inch  or  two,  assisted 
by  a  favouring  wind,  brought  away  a  good  few  grilse 
and  salmon  into  the  east  coast  rivers  on  Friday  last 
(July  5),  and  several  of  these  have^been  got  by  the 
few  anglers  abroad. 

The  netters  are  making  a  good  thing  of  it  just  now, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  rivers.  Bar  the  Sunday 
slap  (?)  not  a  single  fin  is  getting  past  them.  This 
is  the  time  of  the  year  to  suspend  all  estuary  and 
river  nettings.  Of  course,  compensation  should  be 
given. 

Grilse  of  41b.  and  51b.  are  now  being  shown  freely 
on  the  market  slabs,  but  the  average  weight  is  not  so 
satisfactory.  A  great  many  one  and  a  half,  two,  and 
three  pounders  also  lie  alongside. 

Old  Mr.  Lamond,  a  well-known  Deeside  angler  and 
proprietor,  was  buried  in  the  old  kirk  of  Kincardine 
O'Neil  on  Saturday,  June  29.  For  the  past  twenty 
years  he  fished  the  Kincardine  water  of  the  Dee,  and 
no  one  loved  the  art  half  so  well.  Yet  it  was  late  in 
life  before  he  retired  to  fish,  and  took  his  lessons  like 
a  schoolboy. 

We  placed  a  bunch  of  white  roses  on  his  grave,  as 
representing  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  only  paper,  he 
often  said,  he  ever  read  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
only  line  he  ever  penned  on  fish  or  fishing  was,  "  I  a,m 
done  with  it.  You  can  fish  my  water  when  it  suits 
you."   And  this  usually  meant  a  two  months'  leave. 

The  Don  litigation  case  has  been  as  fully  gone  into 
as  ever  such  a  case  was  before.  The  very  stones  have 
been  made  to  speak.  They  have  not  actually  been  in 
Court,  but  their  photos  have.  So  much  for  the 
camera  then  and  now. 


The  case  will  by  no  means  be  finished  by  Lord 
Kylachre's  decision,  whatever  that  may  be,  as  both 
parties  intend  to  carry  it  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

An  appeal  in  the  Brooks  Will  Case  has  also  been 
intimated  by  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Huntly, 
and  it  also  will  be  finally  disposed  of  in  the  gilded 
chamber,  the  question  of  sanity  being  the  chief  point 
then,  and  the  proceedings  will  be  much  more  interesting 
to  the  world  than  the  intricate  and  lawyer's  one  of 
domicile. 

Lord  Lowe,  who  gave  the  decision  in  the  Brooks 
Case  in  Edinburgh,  has  hitherto  had  the  happy  repu- 
tation of  anticipatmg  the  opinion  of  the  English  law 
lords.    But  we  shall  see. 


With  the  smallest  of  small  trout  flies  of  the  Red 
Spider,  Red  Quill,  Priest,  Greenwell's  Glory  pattern 
on  No.  16  Redditch  Scale  are  the  taking  lures  just 
now,  on  the  small  clear  waters  about  Alford  on  the 
Don,  Glass  on  the  Deveron,  and  such-like  places. 
But  the  clear  water  wormer  makes  the  best  of  it,  and 
that  game  is  now  at  its  best.         Special  Scotch. 


flounders,  and  whiting  from  Leigh  and  bream  from 
Sussex  ;  Mr.  Howard,  a  number  of  fish  from  Norfolk  ; 
Dr.  Patterson,  flatfish  from  Leigh  ;  Mr.  Emery,  one 
trout  from  Chesham ;  Mr.  Hayward,  roach  from 
Kelvedon ;  Mr.  Werthem,  roach  from  Norfolk  ;  Mr. 
Hicks,  undersized  trout  at  Chesham ;  Mr.  Ohlson,  a 
large  number  of  trout  from  Loch  Luggan.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  followed  the  usual  toasts,  and  the 
meeting  then  terminated. 


PROGRAMME  OP  FLY-CASTING  TOURNAMENT 
TO  BE  Held  at  Kelvedon  on  Saturday, 
July  13,  1901. 


For  Single-Handed  Fly  Bois.— First  Competition : 
For  rods  not  exceeding  10ft.  6in.  in  length.  Second 
Competition :  For  rods  not  exceeding  10ft.  6in.  in 
length.  In  the  above  two  competitions  the  com- 
petitors to  use  their  own  rods.  Third  Competition : 
Prize,  a  two-jointed  spliced  fly-rod,  given  by 
Mr.  W.  Marshall.  In  this  competition  all  the 
competitors  to  use  the  rod  competed  for.  In  all 
the  competitions  each  competitor  to  use  an  ordinary 
flv-line  and  a  gut  cast  not  less  than  six  feet  in 
length,  with  an  artificial  fly  at  the  end,  minus  the 
barb.  Each  competitor  will  be  allowed  five  minutes 
to  cast,  and  the  judges  to  take  the  best  three  casts; 
and  they  may  award  not  more  than  ten  points  to  each 
cast  for  accuracy  and  delicacy.  Each  point  so  added 
to  count  one  foot. 

In  case  of  a  fly  being  whipped  off,  the  competitor  to 
be  allowed  to  add  another,  but  the  total  time  not  to 
exceed  five  minutes. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting. 
(Prize  presented  by  Mr.  G.  Hoj'le.) 
Rod  not  to  exceed  18  feet.     Time  allowed,  five 
minutes.     Three  best  casts  to  count  for  distance. 
Further  points  will   be  allowed  for  accuracy  and 
delicacy. 

Rules  for  Bait  Casting. 

(1)  Rod  not  to  exceed  fourteen  feet.  (2)  Light  bait 
casting— weight  to  be  l|oz.,  with  Joz.  sinker  twenty- 
four  inches  from  bait,  inclusive  weight  IJoz.  (3) 
Heavy  bait  casting— weight  to  be  2Joz.,  with  Joz.  sinker 
twenty-four  inches  from  bait,  inclusive  weight  2Joz. 
(4)  Each  competitor  to  use  his  own  rod  and  line. 
(Baits  mounted  will  be  provided.)  (5)  Four  casts  will 
be  allowed,  the  aggregate  of  three  casts  to  count. 
(6)  The  line  for  the  heavy  bait  casting  to  lift  101b., 
and  that  for  the  light  bait  casting  61b.  (7)  In  the 
Thames  style  the  competitor  may,  if  he  wish,  run  his 
line.ofi  his  reel  before  coiling  on  ground.  (8)  The 
length  of  cast  will  be  determined  by  the  distance  the 
bait  falls  from  the  toe  mark  of  the  competitor,  the 
distance  at  which  it  falls  from  the  tape  to  be  deducted 
from  the  cast.  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Beamont  presided  at  the  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  when  considerable  attention 
was  given  to  making  arrangements  for  the  aimual 
Casting  Tournament  to  be  held  at  Kelvedon  on  July 
13  particulars  of  which  are  appended.  Those  who 
intend  going  down  should  not  fail  to  catch  the 
2  23  train  from  Liverpool-street  at  the  latest.  The 
fishing  reports  this  week  were  varied  and  enter- 
taining. A  brief  summary  of  them  is  given  below 
Mr  Mark  Davies,  carp  from  Wembley  Park 
Mr'  Chastenev,  a  brace  of  trout  from  Chesham  ;  Mr; 
Edred,  fish  from  Chesham ;  Mr.  Buckingham,  sea  fish 
from  Soutbwold ;  Mr.  Cowley,  some  nice  roach  from 
the  Arun;  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  Beaumont,  dabs. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  our  meeting  on  July  10,  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  in  the 
chair,  after  the  usual  business  had  been  transacted,  a 
committee  was  elected  to  formulate  a  scheme  for  pro- 
viding a  suitable  library  for  the  society.  Questions  as 
to  the  legal  locus  standi  of  the  society  in  regard  to  the 
Thatcham  fishery  were  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  and 
Mr.  Attwood  was  thanked  for  his  close  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  society.  Our  members  who  have  visited 
Ireland  reported  that  they  had  had  good  sport,  and  were 
thoroughly  satisfied  with  their  experiences  in  all 
respects.  Many  members  have  been  out  during  the 
week,  but  with  very  partial  success.  Mr.  J .  Parsons 
recorded  a  bream,  51b.  5oz.,  and  Mr.  G.  Westrup  trout, 
51b.  loz.,  51b.  OJoz,  and  41b.  3Joz.  Up  to  date,  members 
have  recorded  11  fish  above  club  specimen  standard, 
including  4  above  medal  standard. — G.  W. 


Me.  W.  Edmonds  presided  over  Monday's  meeting. 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  exhibited  a  brace  of  perch  from  the 
Kennet  of  21b.  lOoz.,  and  an  eel  of  31b.  8oz.  He  also 
took  a  chub  of  31b.  8oz.,  one  of  21b.  12oz.,  and  a  trout 
of  close  upon  21b.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  had,  also  on 
the  Kennet,  a  perch  of  lib.  8oz.,  and  hooked  on  a  wet 
fly  and  lost,  through  the  gut  being  bitten  through,  a 
pike  of  121b.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  killed  a  lovely 
trout  at  Uxbridge  of  71b.  14oz.  in  the  weir  pool.  Mr. 
H.  H.  Brown  caught  five  brace  of  trout  and  three 
brace  of  grayling  (returned)  in  the  Kennet,  and  a  trout 
of  21b.  8oz.  on  a  big  sedge  in  the  Colne.  He  had  a 
heavy  fish  on  for  some  time,  but  it  finally  broke  away, 
the  line  having  got  round  some  water-lilies.  Mr. 
H..A.  Rolt  had  roach  at  Uxbridge  up  to  lib.  4o0.  and 
a  31b.  bream,  all  on  crust.  Mr.  G.  Smith  had  a  bream 
of  21b.  8oz.  from  Uxbridge,  and  Mr.  Frank  Ward 
trout  from  the  Lamboume.  The  half-yearly  meeting 
and  presentation  of  medals  takes  place  on  Monday 
next  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 

Fine  weather  favoured  the  third  annual  competition 
for  the  "  Silver  Grid  "  Challenge  Cup,  which  was  held 
on  Saturday  last,  in  the  Peak  Forest  Canal,  at  Strines. 
The  entry  was  again  a  very  good  one,  fifty-four  clubs 
sending  teams  of  six  each,  altogether  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four  competitors.  Promptly  to  time,  these 
were  started  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Chadwick,  who  officiated  as 
referee,  and  for  two  hours  each  club  struggled  hard 
to  gain  the  coveted  trophy.  In  the  end,  the  Old 
House  at  Home,  Salford,  were  successful,  with  lib. 
9oz.  IJdrm.  This  club  ran  second  last  year,  and 
repeated  the  performance  of  the  previous  holders, 
the  Salford  Friendly,  who  ran  second  in  1899.  On 
the  present  occasion  the  latter  could  only  tie  for  the 
thirteenth  position.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society 
(Pendleton)  were  second  with  lib.  Bdrm.,  and  the 
Talbot  Angling  Society  (Salford)  third  with  15oz. 
The  order  of  the  next  nine  clubs  is  as  follows:— 
Boathouse,  Hulme  lEllesmere,  Latchford  Excelsior, 
Buckley  Arms,  Urmston  and  District,  Hulme  Wel- 
come, Ardwick,  I  Wellington,  Moss  Side  Socials.  Each 
member  of  the  winning  team  takes  a  silver  medal, 
and  medals  for  the  best  individual  weights  were  won 
by  G.  Thompson  (Old  House  at  Home),  9oz.  2drm. ; 
J.  Reavy  (Old  House  at  Home),  8oz.  8drm. ;  E. 
Appleton  (Talbot),  6oz.  6drm. ;  T.  Hampson  (Hulme 
Ellesmere),  6oz.  3Jdrm. ;  W.  H.  Jones  (Urmston), 
6oz. — Tom  Driver,  Hon.  Sec. 


A  lamentable  occurrence,  says  the  Birmingham  Mail, 
which  created  a  keen  sensation  at  Bewdley,  took  place 
on  the  Severn,  near  Bewdley,  on  July  7,  three  employis 
on  the  Birmingham  water  track  in  the  neighbourhood 
being  drowned,  two  of  them  gallantly  sacrificing  their 
lives  in  an  attempt  to  save  the  third.  It  appears  from 
the  facts  which  the  police  were  able  to  gather  that 
a  man  named  William  Marshall  and  a  friend,  who 
were  seeking  for  work  on  the  water  track,  were  walking 
up  the  side  of  the  river  Severn  and  were  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  above  Bewdley  when  they  saw  three 
men  in  the  river,  standing  in  one  of  the  fords  fishing. 
The  water  was  shallow  on  the  ford,  but  there  were 
deep  holes  below,  and  it  seems  that  one  of  the  men 
stepped  forward  a  little  too  far  and  fell  into  one  of  the 
holes.  He  sank,  and  never  reappeared.  Both  his 
companions  speedily  took  off  their  clothes,  evidently 
with  the  intention  of  rescuing  the  man.  One  was 
rather  the  quicker  and  dived  into  the  water,  but  he 
also  did  not  reappear,  and  the  third  man  who  went  to 
his  friend's  rescue  also  sank.  The  men  on  the  bank 
were  powerless  to  render  assistance.  Marshall  ran  to 
Bewdley,  leaving  his  companion  at  the  ford— the  penny 
ford  Sergeant  Rowley  and  other  officers  hastened 
to  the  spot  with  drags,  and  at  8.30  the  bodies  of  two 
of  the  men  were  recovered,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
the  third  body  was  found.  They  were  removed  to  the 
Great  Western  Inn  at  Wribbenhall  to^await  an  inquest. 
The  bodies  have  been  identified  as  those  of  John  Cooper, 
a  ganger  on  the  waterworks,  —  Lewis,  also  a  ganger, 
who  had  lately  come  to  the  neighbourhood  from 

Cookley,  and  a  navvy  named  Jones. 
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RULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES. 
(Continued  from  page  11.) 

10.  J/fi/,  That  no  Perfon  fhaJl  lay,  fet,  or  place  any 
Weels,  except  Cn'i'--  Weds  in  the  River  Thames,  between 
the  ifl  Day  of  March  and  the  I  ft  Day  of  y/^/j' yearly, 
upon  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Forty  Shillings 
for  every  fuch  Offence. 

11.  //«•///,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  ufe  any  Weels,  called 
a  Laiiili,  or  Mill-Fol,  or  any  other  Device  or  Engine, 
with  the  Head  thereof  againft  the  Stream  in  the  faid 
River  Thames  or  Waters  of  A/edway,  except  only  the 
Head  Weels  in  the  Fifhing  Stops,  and  that  no  Perfon 
fhall  ufe,  or  have  in  his  Poffeffion  any  Net  called  a 
Fur/e-N'et,  or  Cajlivg-Net,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay 
five  Founds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

12.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  fifh  with  any  Kind  of 
.Vet,  or  ufe  any  Angle  Rod  with  more  than  two  Hooks 
upon  a  Line,  or  faw  or  fcratch  for  Barbel,  or  ufe  any 
Engine  or  Device  for  taking  Fifh  nearer  unto  London- 
Fridge  than  Botolph  •  Wharf,  and  the  Bridge  -  HouJ'e 
Wharf,  on  the  Eafl-fide  ;  or  nearer  unto  the  Weft-fide 
than  St.  Mary  Over/s  Stairs,  and  the  Old  S~L'an,  under 
the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Ten  Shillings  for 
tvery  fuch  Offence. 

13.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  fifh  or  work  for 
Smelts,  upon,  or  in  the  River  of  Thames,  Weftward  of 
London  Bridge,  with  a  Net  of  lefs  Size  than  one  Inch 
and  a  Quarter  in  the  Alefh,  nor  further  Weftward  in 
the  faid  River  than  Richmond-Bridge,  with  any  Manner 
of  Net  :  And  that  no  Perfon  shall  fish  or  work  for 
Gudgeons  Weftward  of  Richmond-Bridge  in  the  faid 
River  except  by  Angling  or  by  Weels,  upon  Pain  to 
forfeit  and  pay  Five  Founds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

14.  Ltem,  That  no  perfon  fhall  at  any  Time  of  the 
Year  take  the  Tides,  or  Foufe,  or  ufe,  or  have  in  his 
Poffeffion  any  Poufng-Net,  upon  the  River  Thames, 
under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Five  Founds, 
for  every  fuch  Offence. 

15.  Ltem,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  take  at  any  Time  of 
Year  any  Sort  of  Fith  which  are  ufually  called  Kettle- 
Fish,  nor  any  Sort  of  Fish,  ufually  called  White-Bait, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Poujids  for  every  fuch 
Offence ;  it  appearing  to  this  Court  that  under  Pretence 
of  taking  White-Bait,  the  fmall  Fry  of  various  Species  of 
Fifh  are  deftroyed. 

16.  Ltem,  That  no  Net  under  the  Affize  of  three  Inches 
in  the  Mefh,  fhall  be  worked  or  wrought  by  any  Perfon 
at  any  Time  of  the  Year  above  Richmond- Bridgft  upon 
the  River  of  Thames  ;  and  that  no  Perfon  fliall  ufe  any 
Net  in  the  Work  of  Fifhing  called  Beating  of  the  Bush, 
Flag  or  Reed,  which  shall  be  of  less  Size  than  three 
Inches  in  the  ALefh,  or  shall  use  or  load  their  Nets  with 
any  Stones,  Lead,  Iron,  Bricks,  or  other  things,  than 
the  Lead  which  is  usually  put  upon  the  fame  to  fmk 
them,  under  the  Penalty  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Fvunds 
for  every  fuch  Offence. 

17.  Ltem,  That  no  Net,  Engine,  or  Device,  fliall  be 
\^  rought  or  drawn  over  the  Weeds,  for  catching  of  Pikes, 
or  other  Fifli  by  any  Perfon,  under  the  Penalty  to  forfeit 
and  pay  Five  Pounds, iox  every  fuch  Offence. 

18.  Ltem,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  bend  any  Net  by 
Anchors,  or  otherwife  thwart  the  Channel,  or  draw  any 
other  Net,  Engine  or  Device,  into,  upon,  or  near  it,  or 
ufe  any  Net  with  any  falfe  or  double  Bottom,  Cod  or 
Pouch,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Founds  for  every 
fuch  Offence. 

19.  Ltem,  That  no  Weel  called  a  Kill,  or  a  Spert,  or 
any  other  Engine,  except  Greg-  Weels,  fliall  be  laid,  fet, 
or  placed  in  any  Lane  or  Channel,  Stop  or  Gull,  upon 
the  River  of  Thames,  between  the  ift  day  of  March, 
and  the  ift  day  of  July,  in  any  Year,  upon  the  Penally 
to  forfeit  and  pay  Loriy  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

20.  Ltem,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  fish,  or  attempt  to  take 
Fish,  with  any  Sort  of  Net  in  the  Night-Time,  or  before 
.Sun-rifuig,  or  after  Sun-fetting,  at  any  Time  of  the  Year 
ia  the  faid  River  Thames,  heiwtttn  Richmond-Bridge,  and 
the  City  of  London's  Mark-Stone,  above  Staines-B ridge, 
under  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Five  Pounds  for 
every  fuch  Otfence. 

21.  rtem.  That  no  Perfon  fliall  ufe  any  Draiv-Net  to 
draw  any  Net,  although  of  legal  Size  or  Mefh,  upon, 
before,  or  after  any  other  Net  or  Nets  ;  and  that  no 
Peifon  shall  land  or  ship  into  any  Boat  on  shore,  any 
Net  in  any  Part  of  the  faid  River,  Weftward  oi Richmond- 
Bridge,  under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Five 
Pounds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

22.  Ltem,  That  Shads  shall  only  be  taken  in  the  faid 
River  of  Thames,  Weftward  of  London-Bridge,  with  a 
Drag,  or  Drove-Nets,  and  Eaftward  of  London-Bridge, 
with  fingle  Nets,  or  Drag  or  Drove-Nets  ;  and  that  every 
lingle  Net,  and  Drag-Net,  shall  be  two  Inches  and  a  Half 
at  leaft  in  the  Afefh,  and  that  every  Drove-Net  shall  be 
three  Inches  and  a  Half  in  the  ALefh  at  leaft,  under  the 
Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Five  Founds  for  every 
fuch  Offence. 

{To  he  conUrmed.) 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

10,200.  Mr.  John  .James  Bate  and  Mr.  Arthur  Kudd, 
G,  Lord-street,  Liverpool.  Improvements 
in  jars  or  other  packages  for  meats,  fish, 
fruits,  vegetables,  and  other  perishable 
goods. 

10,231.    Mr.  Albert  Edward-  Haslam,  8,  Well-lane, 
Cheetwood,  Manchester.    Improvements  in 
reels  for  fishing  lines,  twine  and  the  like. 
1,993.    Preserving  fish,  etc.    Patentee:   Mr.  S.  J. 

Saetre,  Stavanger,  Norway.  Eelates  to 
apparatus  for  use  in  smoking  fish  and  other 
provisions.  The  fish  are  packed  on  a  net, 
having  rods  of  gradually  increasing  length. 
Another  net  is  then  laid  over  them,  and 
the  nets  are  wrapped  on  spiral  flanges 
formed  on  discs  mounted  on  an  axle,  which 
can  be  rotated  by  a  suitable  handle. 

10,507.  Mr.  William  John  Butler,  46,  Eegent-square, 
London.  Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
fishing  tackle. 

10,551.  Mr.  Theophile  M.  Meeds,  6,  Lord-street, 
Liverpool.  Improvements  in  rings  or  eyes 
for  holding  the  line  in  fishing  rods  and  in 
other  places  where  a  line  is  stretched 
through  a  series  of  eyes  and  has  occasion- 
ally to  be  disengaged  therefrom. 

10,567.  Mr.  Peter  Duncan  Malloch,  115,  St.  Vincent- 
street,  Glasgow.  Improvements  in  bait  or 
phantom  boxes. 

11,023.  Mr.  William  Hanton  Salmon,  15,  Dover-road, 
Northfleet,  Kent.  "  Salmon's  cargo 
thruster." 

10,745.  Mr.  W.  S.  0.  Smith,  6,  Park-side,  Hyde-park- 
corner,  and  Mr.  H.  Mann,  Sutton  Lodge, 
Theydon  Bois,  Essex.  Rod  fitting.  For 
lubricating  purposes  the  running  line  is 
passed  through  a  case  clamped  to  the  rod 
and  filled  with  a  sponge,  etc.  This  case  is 
made  in  halves  and  screwed  together,  and 
each  fitted  with  a  sliding  and  collapsable 
end. 

11,731.  Mr.  John  Laggett  Kennedy,  24,  Temple-row, 
Birmingham.  "  An  improved  artificial 
insect  or  fly  for  use  in  fly-fishing." 

12,265.    Mr.  William  Phillips  Thompson,  322,  High 
Holborn.    Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
fishing  floats. 
3,914.    Preserving  food,  beer,  etc.    Patentees :  Mr. 

C.  Paulitschky  and  Mr.  R.  Paulitschky, 
both  of  14,  Wienstrasse,  Vienna,  V.  Austria. 
Animal  and  vegetable  substances,  such  as 
meat,  fish,  eggs,  fruit,  etc.,  and  liquids  such 
as  milk,  beer,  wine,  etc.,  are  preserved  by 
placing  them  in  a  vessel  having  chambers 
at  each  end  to  contain  suitable  arrange- 
ments for  causing  an  electric  current  to 
flow  from  the  electrodes  through  layers  of 
network  on  which  the  meat,  fish,  etc.,  is 
laid. 


ANSWEES  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

W.  H.  F. — Merely  because  a  river  is  navigable  gives 
no  right  whatever  to  fish  in  it  from  a  boat  or  in  any 
other  way. 


Cortesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 


FISHING  IN  THE  EVANGER  RIVER,  NORWAY. 

Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Sturdy,  I  may  say  that 
I  fished  the  Evanger  in  1892  from  July  22  until  August 
6  with  a  friend,  and  we  killed  3001b.  and  most  of  the 
fish  fell  to  my  rod,  my  best  day  being  711b.  In  1893 
I  fished  it  from  June  18  until  end  of  July,  and  in 
two  later  years  I  fished  it  for  about  a  week  upon  each 
occasion,  and  upon  one  of  them  I  killed  five  fish  in  three 
days,  the  smallest  of  them  weighing  291b.  I  mention  the 
weights  above  so  as  to  dispose  of  "  Whitadder's " 
statement  that  "  local  report "  only  credits  me  with 
2001b.  total  result  of  my  several  visits  to  Evacger, 
which  is  too  absurd  to  merit  further  notice.  I  have 
seen  the  Evanger  and  fished  it  at  all  states  of  water 
from  flood  to  dead-low  and  from  both  banks,  and  I 
prefer  my  opinion  of  the  pools  rather  than  indefinite 
statements  made  by  gaffers,  etc. 

Mr.  Sturdy  says  he  has  caught  a  fish  on  the  south 
side  above  Saghoug.  Well,  I  congratulate  him,  and 
am  not  jealous  that  he  has  beaten  my  efforts. 

Mr.  Sturdy  complains  that  I  have  written  depre- 
ciatingly about  some  pools  and  the  reverse  of  others  ; 
all  I  can  say  is  that  I  wrote  my  own  experience,  and 
my  opinions  are  probably  quite  as  good  as  his ;  but,  of 
course,  being  able  to  fish  from  both  banks  I  naturally 
selected  the  correct  side  to  fish  from,  and  upon  this 
basis  my  remarks  were  written, 


Why  is  Mr.  Sturdy  sc  anxious  to  get  this  free  water 
fished  ?  However,  it  does  not  much  concern  any  but 
those  who  go  to  fish  it. 

As  to  "angling  abuses,"  I  must  decline  to  ho 
troubled  with  the  subject,  but  where  rents  arc  pretty 
high,  as  they  are  now  everywhere  in  good  water,  and 
anglers  are  incompetent,  troul)le  is  veiy  likely  to  arise 
in  a  poor  season  with  strangers.— Yours,  etc., 

Sundalen,  July  1.  Fraser  Sanuemak. 


FISHING  AT  SCHWALBACH. 
Dear  Siu, — In  reply  to  your  request  that  someone 
who  has  fished  at  Schwalbach  would  answer  the 
enquiry  of  your  correspondent,  "Englishman,"  I  beg 
to  say  that,  having  been  two  or  three  times  at  Schwal- 
bach on  very  enjoyable  visits,  and  having  had  some 
very  pleasant  days  in  fishing  the  long  stretches  of 
water  which  the  genial  landlord  of  the  Hotel  Metro- 
pole  allows  his  visitors  to  fish,  I  can  assure  him  that 
he  may  find  upon  it  very  getatable  and  interesting 
sport.  There  are,  or  were  when  I  have  been  there 
(generally  in  August  and  September),  plenty  of  trout 
and  chub  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  scenery  is  very  lovely. 
The  fish  run  rather  small,  say,  from  a  ^Ib.  to  Jib.,  but 
I  have  taken  eleven  brace  a  day  there  with  the  flies 
used  on  our  English  streams,  and  the  landlord,  an 
angler  himself,  will  give  him  every  information — 
Yours  truly,  Cotswolij  Isvs. 


WHEN   WAS  THE  DRY  FLY  FIRST 
DESCRIBED  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  evolution  of  the  dry  fly  method 
from  that  of  the  wet  fly  was  jirobably  so  gradual  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  definitely  fix  a  period  at  which 
the  former  evolved  into  a  distinct  branch  of  angling. 

The  following  extract  from  "  The  Gentleman 
Angler,"  1726,  appears  to  be  descriptive  of  an  early 
form  of  dry  fly  fishing.  The  dryness  of  the  fly  would, 
of  course,  depend  upon  the  vigour  with  which  the 
shaking  process  was  performed,  and  the  efficacy  of  the 
method  advocated  would  seem  to  be  more  probably 
due  to  the  floating  of  the  fly  than  to  its  shadow  having 
been  seen  by  the  fish. 

"  Then  shake  your  fly  twice  or  thrice  over  the  water, 
that  the  shadow  of  it  may  be  seen  before  it  touches 
the  water,  if  you  suspect  a  trout  to  he  there.  The  best, 
places  are  in  a  deep  stream,  near  a  bush  or  stump,  or 
the  piles  of  a  bridge.  Let  your  fly  drop  easy  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water,  and  if  there  be  a  trout  near  he 
will  rise  at  it  eagerly." — Yours  truly. 

Pterodactyl. 
[Much  obliged  to  "Pterodactyl"  for  his  interesting 
note.  Many  years  ago  we  saw  in  a  little  book,  in 
which  a  "  rapid  stream  tackle  "  was  described,  a  hint 
which  seemed  very  like  dry  fly  fishing — that  is,  when 
fish  were  rising  on  still  pools  on  a  bright  day  you 
should  drop  your  fly  gently  into  the  ring  made  by  a 
rising  fish  and  let  it  rest  there,  when  often  it  would 
be  taken  by  the  fish. — Ed.] 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  without  surprise,  and,  I 
may  add,  without  unbelief,  the  account  in  your  issue 
of  July  6,  and  over  your  own  sign-manual,  of  the 
sport  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell  have  had 
at  Altnacealgach. 

I  know  few  better  centres  for  the  loch  fisherman 
who  is  content  with  the  size  of  the  fish.  I  see  that 
you  draw  attention  to  the  average  of  three  to  the 
pound.  My  remembrance  is  that  the  average  was  not 
so  high  when  I  fished  there  in  1871.  My  own 
"  baskets,"  I  am  told,  are  still  to  be  found  on  the 
front  pages  of  the  "  Angling  Diary  "  at  the  hotel. 

One  of  the  charms  about  this  "centre"  is  the 
number  of  lochs  which  can  be  commanded  from  the 
hotel.  Mr.  IMacDonald's  late  father  was  an  excellent 
man  and  dead  keen  on  sport.  I  should  like  to  have 
revisited  the  old  place,  but  for  the  fact  that  I  have 
practically  given  up  fishing,  owing  to  rheumatism  and 
a  touch  of  Anno  Domini,  but  chiefly  the  former. 
Anglers  who  do  not  know  the  place  should  make  a 
note  of  it. — Yours  truly,  E.  INI.  Tod. 

P.S. — By  a  printer's  error,  Loch  Boarlan  is  spelt 
Boulan. 


INVITATION  TO  JOIN  THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

Sir, — The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  has  admitted 
in  the  House  of  Commons  the  specific  indictment  c£ 
the  Navy  League — that  is, 

(1)  That  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  is  short  of  Battle- 

ships. 

(2)  That  the  Mediterranean  Fleet  is  short  of  Cruisers. 

(3)  That    the    Mediterranean    Fleet  is  short  of 

Destroyers. 

(4)  That  the    Mediterranean    Fleet    is  short  of 

Auxiliaries. 

And,  further,  that  the  strength  of  the  Mediterranean 
Fleet  falls  short  of  the  standard  which  is  admitted  by 
the  Admiralty  as  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  Empire. 
These  things  being  so,  and  the  statements  of  the 
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Navy  League  iii  regard  to  deficiencies  having  been 
proved  to  be  accurate,  it  is  necessary  to  place  the  facts 
before  the  electors  with  the  view  of  increasing  the 
strength  of  the  Navy,  and  placing  the  safety  of  the 
country  beyond  cavil  or  dispute. 

For  this  purpose  money  is  needed,  and  I  would 
therefore  ask  your  readers  to  join  the  League  as 
Members  at  £1  Is.,  or  as  Associates  at  5s.  or  Is.,  as 
they  may  think  desirable. 

The  German  Navy  League  has  a  membership  of 
600,000,  and  its  last  year's  income  is  stated  to  have 
been  £100,000.— Yours  truly, 

H.  Seymour  Teowbr, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

13,  Victoria-street,  London,  S.W. 


THE  QUEEN  ACCEPTS  SOME  FLIES. 

Sir, — Wishing  to  satisfy  myself  of  the  merits  of  my 
patent  floating  Coch-y-Bondhu,  I  came  here  last  week 
to  try  it  on  this  lake,  and  thinking  you  might  wish  to 
know  result  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  as  follows  : — 

On  Tuesday  I  killed  with  it  four  trout ;  Wednesday, 
five;  Thursday,  four,  all  of  them  nearly  Jib.  On 
Friday  I  got  nine,  weighing  nearly  81b.,  and  were 
pronounced  the  best  nine  seen  for  a  long  time,  as  they 
average  on  this  lake  three  to  the  pound. 

The  weather  was  unfavourable,  it  being  very  hot, 
with  brilliant  sunshine,  and  little  or  no  wind  ;  in  fact, 
I  got  three  of  the  nine  when  the  lake  was  like  a  sheet 
of  glass. 

I  am  pleased  to  tell  you  her  Jlajesty  the  Queen  has 
accepted  six  of  my  flies,  and  has  graciously  sent  me  a 
letter  to  say  so,  by  which  I  feel  greatly  honoured,  and 
of  course  prize  it  very  much. — Yours  truly, 

Corrib,  June  30.  J.  Laggatt  Kennedy. 

P-S. — I  am  glad  to  have  proved  that  my  fly  will 
kill  more  big  than  small  trout ;  in  fact,  I  have  not 
had  any  under '^Ib. 


ANGLING  TOUR  ON  A  BICYCLE. 
Dear  Sir, — Might  I,  through  the  medium  of  your 
valuable  paper,  ask  for  some  information  respecting  a 
suitable  district  in  which  to  make  an  angling  tour  on 
a  bicycle  (preferably  the  west  of  Ireland,  Donegal,  or 
Connemara) .  I  intend  to  go  in  August  or  the  beginning 
of  September.  Any  advice  or  information  as  regards 
roads,  possible  "  centres,"  etc.,  will  be  gratefully 
received  by  the  writer.  Hoping  you  will  find  space 
for  this,  I  remain  jours  truly,  W.  R.  G. 


GREEN  STAIN  FOR  RODS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  "  Mackduibh  " 
will  get  some  green  analine  (the  sort  I  refer  to  is  sold 
in  the  form  of  crystals,  and  has  the  appearance  of 
metal  or  bronze  until  dissolved)  and  dissolve  it  in  his 
varnish  it  should  answer  his  purpose.  Or  still  better, 
if  he  can  French  polish  his  rods,  to  use  it  on  the 
rubber,  and  he  will  get  a  green  of  any  depth  he  wants 
from  grass  to  a  deep  olive  bronze,  and  make  a  much 
better  job  than  any  varnishing. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  of  any  wood  your  corre- 
spondent can  inform  us  of  that  is  anything  like  as  good 
as  Washaba  for  tops,  as  rod  making  has  been  a  hobby 
of  mine  for  many  years. — Yovirs  truly,  G.  P. 

CLEAN  AND  UNCLEAN  SALMON. 

Sir, — Some  of  the  "  valuable  points"  as  given  by 
your  correspondent  under  the  above  heading  in  your 
issue  of  J uly  6  do  not  appear  to  agree  with  the  opinions 
of  recognised  authorities  on  the  subject. 

Q.  1 :  "  What  are  baggot  salmon,  grilse,  and  salmon- 
trout?"  Ans.;  "Fish  full  of  spawn."  But  H. 
Cholmondeley-Pennell,  Esq.,  tells  us  in  one  of  his 
works  that  the  female  salmon  after  having  spawned  is 
termed  a  "  shedder  or  baggit,  names  by  which  it  is 
frequently  mentioned  in  Acts  of  Parliament,"  and 
therefore  unclean,  and  cannot  lawfully  be  killed. 

Q.  4  :  "  Are  there  any  marks  on  an  unclean  fish  to 
go  by  ?  "  Ans.  :  "  Yes,  two.  They  are  long  and  thin  ; 
vent  red  and  infiamed."  Your  correspondent  leaves 
out  a  most  distinctive  mark,  as  their  gills  "  are  almost 
invariably  found  to  be  infested  by  a  species  of  white 
worm  {Lemma  salmonis),  or  maggot "  (H.  C.-P.).  I 
myself  have  never  seen  a  kelt  without  these  maggots 
in  the  gills,  though  I  have  landed  well-mended  ones  in 
tidal  water.  The  redness  and  inflammation  of  the 
vent,  according  to  my  observations,  leave  the  kelt 
some  time  after  spawning,  but  its  enlargement 
remains. 

Q.  5  :  "  Are  there  any  marks  on  clean  fish  to  go 
by?"  Ans.:  "  Yes,  only  one  ;  vent  clean  and  white." 
If  there  are  two  marks,  which  your  correspondent 
admits  (I  contend  there  are  three,  if  not  more),  by 
which  a  kelt  can  be  distinguished  from  a  fresh-run 
fish,  how  is  it  that  there  is  but  one  mark  to  distinguish 
a  clean  fish  from  a  kelt  ? 

Q.  6  :  "  What  are  kipper  salmon  and  kipper  grilse  ?  " 
Ans.:  "Male  fish  only,  for  curing  purposes." 
"  Spawned  male  fish  are  also  termed  kippers,  a  name 
by  which  they  are  mentioned  in  Acts  of  Parliament  " 
(H.  O.-P.).  They  therefore  could  not  legally  be  used 
for  curing  purposes,  but  "red  fish" — that  is,  un- 
spawned  male  fish — can  be,  and  are,  used  for  curing 
purposes. 


Your  correspondent  also  tells  us  that  after  death  a 
kelt  will  have  "  fallen  in  below  the  pectoral  fore  fins," 
and  that  salmon-trout,  sea-trout,  etc.,  have  straight  or 
square  tails,"  and  I  would  very  much  like  to  be 
informed  whereabouts  on  its  body  does  a  kelt  wear  its 
aft  pectoral  fins,  and  what  is  the  difference  between  a 
salmon-trout  and  a  sea-trout  ? — Yours  truly, 

F.  M.  Leslie. 

P.S. — Q.  7  of  the  letter  under  consideration  :  "  What 
mark  distinguishes  the  male  from  the  female  ? " 
Ans. :  "  Males  have  gibs  on  the  under  jaw,  females 
none."  Not  being  familiar  with  the  term  gibs  as 
applied  to  fish,  I  looked  up  some  of  the  books  which 
treat  on  the  anatomy  of  salmon,  but  could  not  find 
the  term  mentioned  in  any  of  them.  A  happy  thought 
then  struck  me,  and  I  turned  to  a  Walker's  dictionarv 
for  help,  when— Oh,  ye  gods  and  little  fishes  !— this  is 
what  I  found—"  GIBBE,  Gib,  s.  Any  worn-out  old 
animal;  a  gelt  oat"  ! 


RE  SALMON  DISEASE— FUNGUS. 
Dear  Sir, — Is  it  usual  that  the  back  bones  of 
diseased  salmon  are  smothered  with  crawling  masses 
of  parasites— very  small  parasites — only  to  be  detected 
with  aid  of  microscope  ? — Yours  truly, 

E.  Valentine  Corrie. 
[We  have  not  heard  before  of  the  back  bones  of 
diseased  salmon  being  affected  in  this  way,  but  pro- 
bably it  is  a  common  result  of  putrefaction. — Ed.] 

A  NEW  AMERICAN  BAIT-CASTING  ROD 
HANDLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Since  sending  you  the  few  lines 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  4,  re  bait- 
casting  tackle,  Mr.  H.  L.  Leonard  has  made  for  me  a 
new  model  bait-casting  rod  handle  with  cork  grasps 
from  specifications  I  furnished.  Thinking  some  of 
your  readers  might  be  interested,  I  enclose  a  photo  of 
the  new  handle  and  the  reel  described  in  the  article 
above  referred  to,  which  you  are  at  liberty  to  reproduce. 


When  casting  a  bait  with  a  single  hand  with  a  handle 
as  usually  made,  it  always  seemed  to  me  that  the  rod 
and  all  would  some  time  be  thrown  away,  and  con- 
sequently to  avoid  the  possibility  of  such  an  accident 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  a  severe  tension  on  the  muscles 
of  the  hand,  which  made  it  rather  uncomfortable  after 
some  hours'  work.  The  shape  of  the  grasp  of  this 
handle  below  the  reel  makes  it  about  impossible  for  it 
to  escape  from  the  hand  even  though  it  be  held  loosely. 

Those  who  practise  this  style  of  angling  will  no 
doubt  appreciate  the  improvement. 

From  what  I  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  learn 
from  other  sources,  I  fear,  however,  there  are  not 
many  in  Great  Britain. — Yours  truly, 

C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 


CHEAP  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— I  think  that  the  following  particulars 
may  be  useful  to  readers  who  wish  to  obtain  cheap 
and  good  fishing  in  Ireland.  Pat  Summerville  (fisher- 
man) has  built  a  neat  little  stone  house  on  the  shore 
of  Lough  Mask  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers.  It 
contains  a  sitting-room  and  four  bedrooms.  Everything 
is  as  neat  and  clean  as  a  new  pin.  From  the  front  door 
you  can  jerk  a  stone  into  the  lough.  Clonbur  is 
distant  three,  Cong  seven,  and  Ballinrobe  ten  miles. 
The  scenery  is  magnificent,  and  the  fishing  generally 
good,  often  grand.  One  great  advantage  in  being  so 
near  the  lough  is  that  you  can  fish  at  what  hour  you 
like.  For  flyfishing  boat  and  one  man  suffices,  for 
trolling  two  men  are  required. 

Pat  is  a  first-class  fisherman,  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  lough,  and  tireless  in  his  efiorts  to  obtain 
sport  for  his  patrons.  His  charges  are :— Board  and 
lodging,  6s.  per  day ;  boat  and  man,  5s.  per  day ;  boat 
and  two  men,  6s.  per  day.    These  charges  I  was 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  need  only  a  single 
trial  to  make  known  their  capabilities.  No  outside  sore  or 
inward  inflammation  can  long  withstand  the  cooling,  purifying 
and  healing  influences  exerted  by  these  twin  Medicaments.  Be 
the  mischief  recent  or  chronic,  great  or  slight,  painful  or  simply 
annoying,  it  will  succumb  before  the  curative  virtues  of  these 
remedies,  which  can  be  rightly  applied  by  any  person  who  will 
attentively  read  their  accompanying  directions,  which  are  pro- 
pounded in  the  plainest  language,  void  of  all  technical  terms, 
and  printed  in  the  most  legible  characters.  To  the  man  of 
business,  conflned  to  his  counting-house,  and  harassed  by 
engagements,  also  to  the  man  of  pleasure,  addicted  to  free 
living,  these  Pills  are  invaluable, 


agreeably  surprised  to  find  were  really  inclusive,  not 
another  penny  piece  put  down  for  boots,  attendance, 
etc.  The  charge  for  boat  and  men  includes  men's 
lunch  and  drink.  The  living  is  plain  but  good.  Any- 
one wishing  for  further  particulars  as  to  flies,  baits, 
etc.,  should  write  to  Pat  Siunmerville,  Killbride  Lodge, . 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway  ;  and  if  they  spend  a  holiday  at 
the  "  Lodge,"  I  hope  they  will  be  as  thoroughly  satis, 
fied  with  the  sport,  accommodation,  and  charges  as 
was,  yours  truly,  G.  W. 


POACHING  ON  THE  EAST  AND  WEST 
CLEDDAU,  PEMBROKESHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  lamentable  that  two  such  fine 
rivers  as  the  East  and  West  Cleddau  should  afford 
such  miserably  poor  sport  to  fly-fishers.  The  few 
trout  you  take  are  only  about  the  size  of  sprats — eight 
or  ten  to  the  pound,  and  as  to  salmon  fishing,  it  may 
be  written  down  as  7iil ! 

The  cause  is  not  far  to  seek.  There  is,  of  course,  a 
Board  of  Conservators,  but  only  one  river  watcher  (or 
bailiff)  employed  for  the  two  rivers  and  their  tribu- 
taries !  The  result  is  that  the  two  rivers  are  poached 
to  pieces.  What  with  wholesale  night-lining  on  the 
Western  Cleddau  and  the  continual  netting  of  the 
pools  by  coracle  on  the  Eastern  Cleddau,  no  wonder 
that  trout  of  any  size— say,  three  to  the  pound— are 
few  and  far  between. 

As  to  salmon,  there  are  no  passes  at  the  weirp, 
although  such  might  be  constructed  at  a  small  cost. 
As  it  is,  salmon,  when  on  the  run,  are  snatched  at  the 
foot  of  the  weirs  even  in  broad  daylight,  more  especially 
below  the  weir  about  a  mile  above  Haverfordwest — and 
"  burning"  (spearing  by  torchlight)  on  both  rivers. 

The  riparian  owners,  with  few  exceptions,  appear  to 
be  all  but  indifferent  to  this  deplorable  state  of  things. 
If  they  would  unite,  form  an  angling  club,  and  place 
two  watchers  on  each  river,  or  even  commence  with 
two  really  good  men  (say,  powerfully-built  Scotchmen), 
and  give  them  a  bonus  for  each  conviction,  poaching 
would  soon  diminish,  and  a  fish  hatchery  or  two 
started  for  the  replenishment  of  the  depleted  waters. 
—Yours  truly,  Veritas. 


FISHING  ON  THE  ROTHER. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  trench  on  the  kindness  of  your- 
self, or  on  that  of  your  readers,  to  ask  assistance  in 
the  following?  I  am  most  anxious  to  spend  some 
weeks  this  autumn  on  the  Rother  between  Pulborough 
and  Midhurst.  In  the  "Angler's  Diary"  it  is  stated 
twice  that  the  fishing  is  free  between  these  two 
localities,  but  in  another  portion  of  the  same  work, 
when  referring  to  Petworth,  it  says  the  river  is  pre- 
served and  permission  can  be  obtained.  On  making 
local  enquiries  I  find  the  same  confusion  obtains, 
inasmuch  as  I  am  assured  by  some  that  the  having 
property  bordering  the  river  carries  the  right  to  fish, 
whilst  others  inform  me  the  river  is  preserved,  and 
can  only  be  fished  in  by  permission  of  the  owner  of 
the  fishing  rights.  For  instance,  in  one  locality  where 
I  proposed  staying,  a  local  farmer  (who  does  not 
himself  fish)  offered  me  the  free  use  of  his  fields 
bordering  the  river,  but  despite  this  I  am  told  by 
several  that  I  cannot  fish  from  this  property  without 
a  permit  from  the  river  owner,  who,  moreover,  will 
not  issue  any  more  permits  this  year. 

In  fact,  to  sum  up  the  whole  matter,  I  find  it 
impossible  to  get  a  definite  and  authoritative  opinion 
from  any  source,  not  interested  personally  in  the 
matter,  as  to  whether  I  may  or  may  not  fish  in  the 
river.  In  these  circumstances  I  am  venturing  to  ask 
advice,  first,  as  to  whether  the  Rother  is  or  is  not  free 
for  fishing  between  Pulborough  and  Midhurst,  either 
from  the  bank  or  from  a  boat,  and,  secondly,  whether, 
having  the  permission  of  the  owner  of  riverside 
property  to  use  his  property,  I  may  or  may  not  fish  in 
the  neighbouring  river. — Yours  truly, 

A  Perplexed  Angler. 


;  TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  BOSTON  (LINCS.). 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  would  tell  me  where  I  can  get  good  tront 
fishing  about  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  and  at  what  rates  ? 
What  class  of  fish  generally  in  the  Witham,  and  what 
bait,  ground  fishing,  do  they  take  ?  I  should  be  grateful 
for  any  information. — Yours  truly.  Brandling. 


NEW  BAIT  FOR  CHUB. 
Dear  Sir, — Last  week  a  gentleman  fishing  for  chub 
in  the  Thames,  being  a  sea-angler  also,  purchased 
some  preserved  mussels  to  take  with  him  to  Hastings  ; 
observing  how  much  they  looked  like  cheese,  or  dried 
figs,  and  well  knowing  the  numerous  kinds  of  bait 
chub  will  go  for,  thought  he  would  try  a  portion, 
although  it  was  getting  late,  never  having  thought 
of  the  mussels  during  the  time  he  had  been  fishing, 
which  was  feasible  enough,  being  purchased  for  sea 
angling;  at  any  rate,  after  the  chub  had  had  sufficient 
of  cherries,  etc.,  he  actually  took  two  chub  and  one 
roach  on  mussel  bait.  Not  knowing  whether  such  has 
happened  before,  I  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you. 
—Yours  truly,  p.  Gosden. 

Reading. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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FISHING  IN  EUSSIAN  LAPLAND 


Theee  are  circumstances— not  entirely  tmcon- 
nected  with  that  truly  remarkable  legislative 
exploit,  the  new  Game  Law— which  will  this  year 
render  Norway  a  less  attractive  place  of  residence 
tor  the  all-round  sportsman  than  has  hitherto  been 
the  case. 

As  easily  accessible,  either  byway  of  Stockholm, 
Christiana,  or  Trondhjem,  Jemtland  and  the 
more  northern  provinces  of  Sweden  constitute  a 
natural  alternative;  but  there  is  yet  another 
portion  of  Northern  Europe  which  offers  a  wide 
and  but  little  explored  field  to  the  hunter  and  the 
fasheman,  and  of  which,  therefore,  some  brief 
description  may  possess  some  interest. 

The  Kola  Peninsula,  which  together  with  that 
portion  of  Karelia  to  the  north  of  the  sixty-sixth 
degree   of  latitude  forms   Russian  Lapland,  is 
bounded  on  the  north,  east,  and  south  by  the 
Arctic  and  White  Seas  and  by  the  Gulf  of  Kanda- 
iaks,  and  on  the  west  by  Finland  and  Norway  It 
comprises  an  area  of  something  like  forty  thou- 
sand geographical  miles,  and  forms  part  of  the 
Uiyesda  of  Kern,  in  the  Government  of  Archangel 
More  than  half  of  this  great  tract  of  country 
consists  of  "  temdra  "  (rough  moorland),  but  within 
Its  borders  are  vast  forests,  its  innumerable  rivers 
and  lakes  teem  with  fish,  and  as  regards  inhabitants 
the    dreary    wastes    of  Norsk    Pinmarken  are 
relatively  populous  when  compared  with  it  The 
numerous  rivers  of  the  Kola  Peninsula  may  be 
divided,  with  one  important  exception— the  Ponoi 
whose  course  is  from  west  to  east— into  two  classes,' 
those  which  discharge  into  the  Arctic  and  those 
which  flow  southwards  into  the  White  Sea,  and 
the  distmguishing  feature  of  all  is  the  great  extent 
to_  which  they  are  individually  accessible  to  the 
migratory   Salmonidoe.     The  angling  season  is 
however,  a  late  one  on  these  northern  waters.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  the  ice  on  the  great  inland 
lakes,  through  which  nearly  all  the  rivers  flow 
breaks  up  in  May,  but  it  not  infrequently  happens 
ttiat  the  general  (Ze6dcZe  does  not  occur  until  June 
and  while  sahnon  maybe  captured  with  the  rod  on 


the  Tana  and  the  rivers  of  the  "  Varanger,"  most 
eastern  of  Norwegian  fjords,  as  earlv  as  the  middle 
of  that  month,  these  fish  do  not  make  their  appear- 
ance on  the  northern  coast  of  Russian  Lapland 
until  well  on  in  July,  and  not  until  August  in  the 
White  Sea.    It  is  intended  that  greater  facilities 
than  now  exist  shall  in  the  near  future  be  given  to 
travellers  desirous  of  visiting  these  regions  via 
Norway,  and  some  of  the  minor  streams,  which 
offer  the  great  advantage  of  being  fishable  from  the 
bank  and  which  have  hitherto  been  getatable  only 
from  a  jacht,  will  then  no  doubt  be  more  easily 
accessible  ;  but  apart  from  these  the  little  town  of 
Kola,  at  the  head  of  the  fjord  of  the  same  name,  is 
a  good  central  point  to  make  for.    Here,  as  already 
remarked,  the  Tulom,  a  river  very  similar  in  size  to 
the  well-known  Alten  in  Norway enters  salt  water, 
and  the  salmon  with  which  it  abounds  pass  up  not 
only  to  Nuot-javre,  a  distance  of  some  forty  miles, 
but  also — say  the  Lapps — through  that  fine  island- 
studded  sheet  of  water,  and  up  its  main  feeder  to 
the  frontiers  of  Finland.    The  Tulom  in  its  lower 
reaches  is  slow-flowing,  wide,  and  subject  to  tidal 
influence,  but  some  twelve  miles  up  it  contracts  to 
a  width  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and 
there  is  a  fine  rapid  where  salmon  rise  well  to  the 
fly ;  from  this  point  upwards  good  sport  may  be 
obtained.    Kola  is  also  the  most  convenient  point 
of  departure  for  travellers  to  Kandalaks,  and  if 
favoured  with  fine  weather  the  journey  thither  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  is  a  charming 
one,  far  the  gi-eater  part  of  it  being  by  boat  on  lakes 
and  rivers,  amid  surroundings  interesting  to  the 
naturalist  as  well  as  to  the  sportsman. 

From  the  middle  to  the  end  of  July  is,  speaking 
generally,  the  best  time  to  start  on  this  trip,  for 
although,  of  course,  the  mosquitoes  are  an  un- 
speakable plague,  the  attacks  of  these  bloodthirsty 
insects  can  be  warded  off  to  a  certain  extent  by  the 
application  of  concoctions  more  or  less  unpleasant, 
and  for  some  six  weeks  very  cold  nights  are  not 
likely  to  occur.     As  a  rule,  indeed,  after  each 
tramp  through  these  Arctic  forests  the  wayfarer  is 
only  too  thankful  to  drop  into  his  canoe  with  the 
Lapps  and  resume  the  (for  him,  at  any  rate)  cooler 
method  of  progression.     The  first  part   of  the 
route  lies  along  the  water-system  of  the  Kola, 
a    somewhat  smaller  and  more   rapid  stream 
than  its  neighbour  the  Tulom,  and  upon  this 
river  also  excellent  sport  is  to  be  enjoyed  with 
sahnon,  trout,  and  grayling,  and  so  upon  the 
lakes  which  it  forms.    The  uppermost  of  these, 
Gnolle-javre,  from  which  thcKola  originally  flows, 
is  divided  by  a  low  bit  of  swampy  moorland  not 
more  than  one  thousand  yards  in  width  from  the 
Lake  Pieres-javre,  whence  the  water  flows  in  the 
opposite  direction  towards  the  Gulf  of  Kandalaks ; 
and  shortly  afterwards  the  finest  sheet  of  fresh 
water  in  Russian  Lapland  is  reached. 

Although  greatly  inferior  in  size  to  the  mighty 
Errara  Traesk  in  Finland,  whence  the  noble  Pasvig 
flows  into  an  arm  of  the  Varanger  Fjord,  Imandra 
covers  a  considerable  area,  being  sixty  miles  in 
length,  and  at  one  point,  according  to  the  Lapps, 
who  are  good  judges  of  distance,  quite  ten  miles  in 
width;  abounding  as  it  does,  however,  in  head- 
lands and  islands,  it  is  not  easy  for  the  casual 
traveller  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  its  size  until  he 
ascends  some  commanding  point.    To  the  east  the 
Umpdek  Dunder,  some  seventy  miles  in  length, 
bedecked  with  snow  and  rismg  to  heights  of  frora 
two  thousand  five  hundred  to  three  thousand  feet, 
is  a  conspicuous  feature;  while  on  the  opposite 
side  other  ranges  of  mountains  stretch  away  as  far 
as"the  eye  can  reach  towards  the  Nuot  Lake  and  the 
headwaters  of  the  Tulom.    On  one  of  the  islands 
IS  a  Lapp  burying-ground,  and  a  more  dreary  place 
it  would  be  hard  to  conceive,  the  shallow  graves 
being   hardly  distinguishable,   the   rude  crosses 
rotting  away,  and  the  pine  trees  lying  overturned 
in  all  directions.    Wild  swans  and  many  kinds  of 
duck  breed  in  this  neighboxurhood ;  in  the  forests 
that  fringe  the  lake  herds  of  tame  reindeer  wander  at 
will.    On  Umpdek  there  are  wild  deer,  while  the 
trout  and  grayling  fishing  is  superb.    According  to 
the  Lapps,  specimens  of  the  migratory  Sahnonidce 
are  occasionally  caught,  more  especially  a  fish 
called  "  ranne,"  which  in  appearance  and  style  of 
play  on  the  rod  resembles   a   sea-trout,  but  it 
appears  doubtful  whether  many  pass  the  rapids  of 
the  Niva,  which  are  both  numerous  and  strong. 
When  undertaking  this  journey  from  the  Arctic  to 
the  White  Sea,  or  vice  versa,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  of  course  to  carry  all  supplies,  as  none, 
unless  it  be  fish,  are  obtainable  on  the  way ;  and  a 


tent  is  a  practical  necessity,  as  the  only  places 
where  shelter  is  obtainable  are  rough  log  cabins  or, 
worse  stiU,  Lapp  huts. 

Inasmuch  as  they  are  not  always  moving  about 
with  herds  of  reindeer,  but  have  permanent  dwel- 
lings in  which  they  spend  at  any  rate  part  of  the 
year,  the  Lapps  of  the  Kola  Peninsula  can  hardly 
be  described  as  nomads  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word  ;  nevertheless,  they  lead  a  somewliat  wander- 
ing existence.  In  spring  they  leave  the  "  pogosts," 
or  winter  settlements,  for  the  shores  of  the  smaller 
inland  lakes  for  fishing  and  bird-shooting,  or  they 
proceed  to  the  coast  in  order  to  take  part  in  the 
great  fisheries  there.  In  July  they  repair  to  the 
upper  waters  of  the  rivers  and  to  the  great  lakes 
to  net  salmon  and  other  fish  —  pike,  perch, 
gwyniad,  etc.  ;  in  August  they  go  to  their  hunting 
quarters  to  shoot  bears  and  wild  reindeer,  returning 
shortly  before  Christmas  to  their  winter  abodes. 

Kandalaks  is  a  great  point  of  departure  for  the 
fishermen,  who  live  further  to  the  eastward,  on 
their  way  to  the  "  Murman "  coast  fisheries  in 
spring.     Thence  by  the  route  above  referred  to, 
they  travel  in  parties  of  from  twenty  to  fifty 
persons  as  far  as  the  northern  end  of  the  Imandra 
Lake,  where  they  separate.    Those  going  to  fish 
that  part  of  the  coast  between  the  Kola  Fjord  and 
the  Norwegian  frontier  continue  the  journey  to 
Kola,  and  thence  by  boat  along  that  fjord."  It 
often  happens,  of  course,  that  the  inner  portion  of 
the  latter  is  frozen  over,  and  when  such  is  the 
case  runners  are  attached  to  the  boats,  and  by 
this  means  open  water  is  reached.    On  the  other 
hand,  those  intending  to  fish  further  to  the  east, 
between  Tiriberka  and  Svjatoinos  (the  headland 
at  the  entrance  to  the  White  Sea),  leave  the  track 
at   Rasnajarg,   where   stands   a   blockhouse  for 
travellers,  and  perform  the  remaining  seventj'  or 
eighty  miles  of  their  journey  with  reindeer. 

RUGDE. 


THE  NESS. 


In  times  of  storm,  when  the  wind  howls  from 
the  south-west  adown  the  great  Ness  glen,  and  the 
rain  drives  in  sheets  of  spray  along  the  siirface  of 
the  wide  waters  of  the  picturesque  Loch  Ness, 
when  the   rocky  hills  which   boimd   its  shores 
becorne  blurred  with  the  thick  vapour  and  stand 
out  like  great  ghostly  shapes,  and  the  torrent's 
ever-increasing  roar  is  heard  descending  the  moun- 
tain side  untU,  a  mad,  rushing,  leaping  thing,  its 
white  churning  water  meets  the  loch,  where  its 
hurried  flight  is  stayed  for  ever  amidst  the  din  of 
its  stout  protest — then  the  River  Ness,  true  to  act 
the  part  apportioned  by  nature,  may  be  seen  in  all 
its  wild  grandeur  conveying  the  overchan-ged  waters 
of  its  parent,  Loch  Ness,  to  the  Moray  Firth,  and 
thus  completing  the  circuit  of  the  fluid  which  is 
the  life  of  the  earth.    In  many  places  a  mighty 
stone  throw  wide   this   broad   sweeping  stream 
presents   a  scene  that   is  at  once  striking  ane 
ennobling  as  it  flows  through  the  centre  of  tlu 
capital  town  of  the  Highlands,  whose  beautifu 
surroundings  it  so  greatly  enhances.    And  many  a 
stranger  may  be  seen  viewing  its  clear  sparkling 
water  with   absorbing  interest,   for  no  muddy 
polluted  stream  is  the  Ness,  like  so  many  of  its 
southern  kindred.     Even  when  in  highest  flood 
there  is  no  perceptible  discolouration.    This  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  during  its  short  course  of  five 
miles  or  so,  very  little  water  is  drained  from  the 
soil,  the  volume  of  its  water  depending  almost 
entirely  on  the  state  of  Loch  Ness,  to  which  it 
acts  as  an  overflow.    When  no  rain  descends  for 
days,  but  a  strong  persistent  "  sou'-wester  "  swells 
the  loch  to  its  northern  extremity,  this  river  may 
be  seen  in  roaring  flood  while  other  streams  run 
low.    On  the  other  hand,  when  most  streams  are 
greatly  swollen  by  the  apparently  never-ceasing 
rain,  the  Ness  appears  affected  very  slightly.  But 
given  rain,  with  a  high  wind  from  the  south  or 
south-west,  and  we  have  a  river  which  forms  a 
very  impressive  moving  picture  indeed. 

It  would  naturally  be  expected  that  a  river 
connecting  such  a  variety  of  upper  waters  with  the 
sea  would  be  of  considerable  angling  importance, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Ness  this  is  so.  But  it  is  a 
curious  thmg  that  although  thousands  of  fresh  run 
spring  salmon  travel  up  the  river  on  their  way  to 
Loch  Ness  and  its  numerous  subsidiary  stref  m^, 
where  many  beautiful  specimens  fall  to  the  roa,  it 
is  an  exceptional  event  to  see  one  grassed  from 
the  Ness.    The  autimin  fishing,  however,  is  in 
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some  years  quite  brilliant.  Witness,  for  example, 
last  year,  when  a  dozen  anglers  out  from  Inverness 
accounted  for  over  forty  grilse  in  a  forenoon  in  the 
beginning  of  August,  some  of  them  having  four  or 
five  fish  to  their  credit.  This  is  the  exception, 
not  the  rule,  of  course  ;  but  given  the  same  favour- 
able conditions  as  were  experienced  last  season 
and  the  result  would  invariably  be  the  same. 
Neither  can  it  be  said  that  the  Ness  is  a  spring 
trouting  stream  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  as 
all  sea  trout  caught  are  kelt  trout  on  their  way 
from  the  top  waters  to  the  sea. 

In  some  seasons,  however,  these  trout  form 
capital  sport.  Falling  slowly  back  they  rest  in 
the  pools  and  feed  ravenously  on  the  numberless 
Olive  Duns  and  other  flies  which  hatch  out  about 
the  middle  of  March,  with  the  result  that  by  mid- 
April  the  emaciated  close  season  appearance  has 
been  thrown  oS,  and  one  seldom  indeed  meets  a 
fish  which  one  may  have  the  least  compunction 
about  transfen-ing  to  the  basket. 

Moreover,  they  display  a  vitality  worthy  of  their 
fresh  run  spring  brother  ;  and  some  of  the  most 
enjoyable  days  the  wi-iter  has  experienced  were 
spent  while  angling  for  these  trout  in  the  streams 
which  meander  through  the  beautiful  Ness  Islands. 
Picture  in  your  mind's  eye  a  balmy  April  day,  with 
the  soft  wind  fanning  your  cheek  gently,  perhaps 
the  first  warm  current  of  air  experienced  since  the 
biting,  icy  winds  of  March.  The  water,  lap-lapping 
against  your  waders,  ripples  pleasantly  by,  the 
sound  of  which  soothes  the  weary,  hard-worked 
soul  and  constitutes  a  nerve  tonic  hard  to  equal. 


of  satisfaction  I  make  for  a  shady  comer  under  the 
trees  to  transfer  my  attention  from  fish  to  that  of 

sandwiches  and  w  ,  well,  nothing. 

Now  is  the  time  to  meditate  on  the  impressioris 
received  from  the  book  of  nature.  Careful  analysis 
will  reveal  lots  of  hidden  mysteries,  and  when  no 
longer  mysterious,  one  wonders  at  their  simplicity, 
while  at  the  same  time  awed  by  the  perfect  fitness 
of  things.  Sometimes  it  is  possible  to  tranquillise 
too  deeply,  and  the  attention  is  brought  suddenly  back 
to  mimdane  things  on  finding  that  instead  of  a  sand- 
wich there  has  been  placed  in  the  mouth  an  empty 
paper  fold.  The  cawing  of  the  rooks  is  also  another 
disturbing  element ;  but  the  ludicrous  attempts  of 
a  hard-working  crow  is  sometimes  watched  with 
amusement  as  he  endeavours  to  negotiate  a  large 
twig,  which  has  an  annoying  knack  of  twisting  up 
under  his  wings,  over  the  stream  to  his  rapidly- 
increasing  house  on  the  tree-top,  where  he  ulti- 
mately lands  with  a  triumphant  croak  beside  his 
waiting  spouse.  The  best  part  of  half  an  hour  is 
spent  in  soliloquy. 

Then  with  a  start  I  am  reminded  that  the  sun 
has  lost  the  warm  glow  of  the  April  midday  The 
light  begins  to  wane,  and  if  I  am  to  basket  more 
fish  no  time  is  to  be  lost  ere  the  rise  is  over  and 
the  evening  chill  descends.  Up  in  the  North  in  the 
spring  months,  and  even  well  into  May,  fish  are 
slow  to  rise  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and  only 
during  the  sunny  hours  do  they  take  well.  But 
ah  1  these  hours  are  sweet,  passing  sweet.  They  fly 
on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  alack-a-day  1  leavmg 
behind  just  a  sweet  memory  and  the  trout  to 


The  Well  Pool  on  the  Ness,  neae  Inveehess. 


The  sun,  now  glimmering  on  the  water,  anoon  dis- 
appearing behind  a  cloud,  wakens  numerous  insects 
to  life,  and  the  buzz  of  the  little  busy  bee  can  be 
distinctly  heard  as  he  hurries  over  the  burstmg 
buds  in  search  of  the  nectar  which  is  the  thought 
of  his  intellectual  little  life.    The  shadows  of  the 
fleeting  clouds  hold  high  revel  and  chase  each 
other  rapidly  over  the  earth,  and  the  trout,  anxious 
to  avail  themselves  of  natmre's  bounties,  are  feeding 
freely.    This  is  the  moment  when  the  angler's  life 
is  sweet,  when  the  pulse  is  quickened  and  joy  fills 
the   soul.     But   what   is  that?— Ah!  a  trout. 
Mechanically  the  wrist  turns,  and  away  he  goes, 
at  such  a  speed  as  makes  it  almost  impossible  to 
follow  the  line  of  flight.    There  he  goes,  clean  out 
of  the  water,  his  body  quivering  in  the  air  in  his 
frantic  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  bait.    But  there  is 
a  limit  to  the  powers  of  any  fish,  be  he  ever  so 
powerful.  His  efforts,  therefore,  though  vigorously 
carried  out,  are  vain,  and  he  dies  a  noble  defender 
of  the  sporting  traditions  of  his  race — a  beautiful 
trout  of  l^lb.    And  so  on,  again  and  again,  each 
fish  fighting  fiercely,  more  or  less,  according  to  his 

size.  ,       . .  ,  i. 

There  is  something  so  inexpressibly  satisfactory 
in  pitting  one's  skill  against  that  of  a  resourceful 
trout  when  the  conditions  are  made  equal  with 
moderate  tackle— a  joy  which  only  a  true  angler 
can  appreciate  properly. 

How  the  time  flies.  Two  hours  of  fishmg  and 
eight  beautiful  silvery  fish  have  been  deposited 
carefully  in  the  basket.  And  now  the  inner  man 
craves  for  his  share  of  the  fun,  and  with  a  feeling 


remind  us  that  we  have  not  been  dreaming.  But 
perhaps  the  most  fascinating  form  of  sport  is  that 
of  midsummer  night  fishing. 

It  is  a  source  of  hope  in  the  long  dreary  winter 
months,  something  to  look  forward  to  with  pleasant 
anticipations,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  see 
why  some  persons  object  to,  and  clubs  go  the 
length  of  prohibiting,  fishing  at  night  in  the  summer 
months,  when  the  water  is  generally  low  and  bright. 
Why  not  pass  stringent  rules  against  day  fishing 
when  "  the  rise  "  is  on  ?  The  latter,  to  my  mind, 
would  be  quite  as  reasonable  as  the  former.  The 
glorious  uncertainty  that  prevails  when  casting 
your  fly  in  semi-darkness  over  dimly-seen  boils, 
when  you  know  the  big  fish  have  thrown  oiT  their 
day  slumbers  and  are  feeding  quietly  round,  when 
the  slightest  radiating  bubble  on  the  surface  of  the 
stream  may  portray  a  monster  trout,  forms  a 
pleasant  excitement  which  takes  a  strong  hold  on 
the  imagination,  and  which  any  amount  of  daylight 
fishing  cannot  equal. 

One  beautiful  evening  and  night  spent  on  the 
Ness  some  years  ago  comes  before  me  as  I  write. 
Years,  did  I  say  ?  It  seems  but  yesterday  ;  but  it 
is  ever  so  with  halcyon  days  in  our  lives,  and  time, 
the  great  healer,  seems  to  surround  the  remem- 
brance with  a  perpetual  freshness  which  long  life 
cannot  dispel.  Just  as  bitter  moments  are  softened 
by  distance  of  date,  so,  m  an  opposite  way,  does 
time  heighten  pleasant  memories.  The  day  which 
preceded  the  night  referred  to  was  a  very  bright 
and  exceedingly  hot  one  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
As  I  walked  slowly  towards  the  river,  with  rod 


up  and  waders  on,  the  sun  had  disappeared  behind 
the  western  hills,  silhouetting  their  tops  with 
dazzling  distinctness,  and  basking  the  surrounding 
clouds,  which  had  gathered  in  the  evening,  like 
unto  a  sea  of  golden  splendour. 

The  air  was  cool  and  very  pleasant  after  the 
extreme  heat  of  the  sunlight  hours,  and  crowds  of 
people  found  their  way  from  the  town  and  sauntered 
in  a  delightfully  lazy  manner  along  the  well-kept 
paths  of  the  islands.  On  arriving  at  my  favourite 
pool  there  lay  on  the  surface  of  the  water  a  deep 
red  glow,  the  reflection  of  the  receding  sunset, 
prognosticating  a  suitable  night  for  fishing. 

Soon  the  twilight  deepened  rapidly,  and  a  hasty 
glance  and  a  listening  ear  convinced  me  that  trout 
were  rising.    Pale  evening  Duns  fluttered  up  off 
the  water  in  great  numbers.    Some  seagulls,  by 
way  of  a  dainty  dietetic  change,  picked  up  the 
large  moths  which  flickered  round  the  tree  foliage, 
uttering  short  exultant  cries  the  while.  Sometimes 
a  lusty  trout,  in  despair  at  missing  a  plump  Alder 
Fly,  woidd  releap  frantically  out  of  the  water  in  a 
vigorous  attempt  to  capture  his  escaping  tempter. 
The  occasional  hum  of  a  beetle  breaks  in,  softly  at 
first,  increasing  to  a  loud  drone,  and  ultimately 
dying  out  as  his  heavy  flight  passed  down  the 
night.    Bats,  too,  anxious  to  begin  their  nightly 
perambulations,   ventured  out  prematurely  and 
came  frequently  to  grief.    The  air  was  resonant 
with  the  sound  of  insect  life.    In  fact,  one  half  of 
nature  seems  to  sleep  during  daylight  to  awaken 
into  business-like  activity   on  the   approach  of 
darkness.    But  at  last  I  was  ready  for  the  fray, 
with  a  good  imitation  of  the  Alder  Fly  for  tail  and 
a  Pale  Olive  Dun  for  bob-fly.    Picking  out  a  rismg 
trout  I  waded  carefully  in,  but,  alas,  he  evidently 
got  scared  at  my  approach,  for  all  indications  of 
his    presence   disappeared.     However,   I  fished 
quietly  down  for  a  few  paces,  and  had  the  satis- 
faction of  hooking  and  landing  a  nice  fish  of  ^Ib. 
Beautifully  red  trout  they  are,  and  exceedingly 
game.    Educated  in  the  art  of  mankind  to  a  high 
degree,  they  will  scarcely  venture  to  look  at  any- 
thing during  the  bright  liours,  and  only  at  night 
do  they  discard  their  wariness.    Alas,  for  their 
mdiscretion  when  the  baleful  angler  prowls  around. 
Another  about  the  same  size  of  my  first  capture 
soon  followed,  which  gave  excellent  sport.  Then, 
just  as  the  fun  seemed  about  to  become  fast  and 
furious,  an  unaccountable  lull  took  place,  when  not 
a  trout  seemed  to  move.    At  last  a  sullen  boil 
broke  the  surface  of  the  pool,  and  as  if  this  was  a 
preconcerted  signal  all  the  fish  were  again  on  the 
feed.    For  some  time  previously  I  had  been  observ- 
ing the  ring  caused  by  a  feeding  trout  appearing 
constantly  in  the  same  place,  out  of  reach  so  far. 

Instinct  seemed  to  whisper  "  there  beneath  the 
surface  lives  a  whopper."  By  careful  observations 
I  concluded  that  by  wading  in  as  far  as  possible 
and  throwing  a  long  clean  line  I  could  just  reach 
the  spot.  This  proved  correct,  for  after  a  pre- 
liminary trial  cast  down  stream  I  succeeded  m 
landing  my  end  fly  a  foot  or  so  immediately  above 
where  he  had  last  risen.  Splash  1  I  struck 
quickly,  and  round  went  the  reel  at  a  pace  which 
testified  to  the  vigour  of  my  finny  opponent,  and 
augured  a  keen  fight.  Will  he  never  stop  ?  Ten 
yards,  fifteen,  then  a  dead  halt,  followed  by  a 
vicious  tug,  tug.  With  a  feeling  of  dismay  I 
observed  that  only  a  few  more  yards  of  line  were 
left  on  my  reel.    Another  fierce  rush  and  everythmg 

snaps.  i.  T 

Should  I  force  him  gently?  Better  not,  1 
mentally  exclaimed.  It  would  be  sheer  madness 
to  goad  a  large  fish  into  renewed  activity  when 
only  a  few  yards  separate  him  from  liberty,  and 
more  especially  when  the  line  is  a  very  fine  tapered 
one.  But  joy  I  he  has  himself  solved  the  problem 
by  advancing  slowly.  Gladly  and  gently  I  reel  in, 
keeping  the  line  taut.  Gently  all  the  way  to 
within  a  rod's  length  from  where  I  stand.  Then, 
as  if  in  mockery,  the  reel  sings  aloud,  and  away  he 
goes  on  another  swift  run,  ending  up  with  a  furious 
leap  into  air.  But  the  rod  yields,  and  the  tackle  is 
strong  though  light.  Slowly  he  is  led  back,  this 
time  with  his  vigour  abated,  and  no  longer  1  tear 

him.  _  , 

Eemembering  the  old  adage,  "  There  s  many  a 
slip,  etc.,"  I  still  exercise  great  caution,  which  is 
ultimately  rewarded  by  seeing  the  finely-moulded 
sides  of  this  trout  gleaming  in  the  net. 

Truly  the  propensity  to  kill  is  still  strongly 
inherited  by  mankind,  since  the  quivering  muscles 
of  a  dying  trout  can  be  viewed  with,  must  I  say  it, 
feelings  of  satisfaction.    And  what  a  savage  grunt 
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one  can  unconsciously  emit  when  making  the 
death  of  a  much-admired  fish  doubly  sure  so  to 
speak.  But  a  well-conditioned  trout  of  2Jlb,  will 
always  command  a  sportsman's  respect,  and  long 
may  they  remain  with  us,  say  I. 

I  snatched  the  opportunity  given  by  the  landing 
of  this  beautiful  trout  to  adjust  some  larger  flies  on 
my  cast.    The  gloom  had  deepened  considerably, 
and  a  stillness  which  was  oppressive  ruled,  save 
when  broken  by  the  hilarious  laughter  of  some  late 
revellers,  drunk  with  the  beauty  of  the  night. 
During  the  midnight  hours  man's  intellect  seems 
to  be  at  its  weakest,  and  a  strange  subtle  agency 
appears  to  take  hold  of  the  fancy,  linking  it  with 
the  dark  and  mysterious  spirit-world,  which  requires 
a  powerful  efifort,  even  from  the  strongest  minded 
and  most  imimaginative  person,  to  dispel.  Every 
tree  stump  assumes  a  strange  shape,  and  on  the 
slightest  rustle  in  the  vmdergrowth  a  weird  indefinite 
form  is  expected  momently  to  peer  out  of  the  vast 
unknown;   and  imconsciously  you  find  yourself 
glancing  apprehensively  around.  Disregarding  these 
thoughts  as  much  as  possible,  I  turned  to  the  matter 
on  hand  and  started  fishing.    Two  or  three  pound 
fish  are  scarce  however,  and  I  met  no  more  specimen 
trout.  True,  I  hooked  one  which  I  calculated  would 
weigh  close  on  these  figures;  but  where  is  the 
angler  who  does  not  lose  a  big  trout  at  a  fishing  ? 
A  bob,  a  strike,  and  a  hard,  heavy  feel  as  the  fly 
is  pulled  from  the  fish— how  often  does  this  deceive 
the  angler's  judgment  ?  And  how  often  is  he  disap- 
pointed when,  after  the  first  few  desperate  moments 
are  over,  instead  of  the  demon  trout  which  formed 
the  hasty  dream  of  his  first  expectations  he  finds 
a  paltry  half-pounder  hooked  through  the  dorsal  fin  ? 
On  this  occasion  I  may  have  been  deceived  also. 
This  much  I  will  say,  that  two  trout  weighing 
about  a  pound  apiece,  which  fell  to  my  rod  at  this 
stage  of  the  night's  fishing,  proved  to  be  smaller 
than  I  had  at  first  conceived.    My  basket  now 
assumed  a  heavy  feel,  heavier  than  I  have  ever  felt 
it  on  the  Ness  with  trout  before  or  since ;  and  I 
\vondered  for  a  time  how  to  account  for  the  fresh 
rise  of  trout  at,  what  I  considered  at  the  time,  such 
a  late  hour.    But  gradually  it  was  borne  upon  me 
that  the  deep  gloom  seemed  to  rise  off  the  surface 
of  the  pool.    The  surrounding  objects  appeared 
indistinctly,  then  the  shadows  softened  and,  glancing 
towards  the  eastern  sky,  I  discerned  the  first  grey 
light  of  dawn  shooting  up,  prompting  the  trout  to 
feed  once  more  ere  the  bright  light  of  day  revealed 
their  havmts  to  the  angler's  eye.    The  break  of  day 
also  reminded  me  of  work  to  be  done,  and  reluc- 
tantly I  retraced  my  footsteps  homeward. 

And  what  a  delightful  morning  did  dawn.  The 
thick  odours  drawn  from  the  flowering  plants  by  the 
night  air  were  inhaled  rapturously.  The  dew  hung 
m  silvery  beads  on  the  sward  under  foot,  and  every- 
where existed  a  freshness  indescribable.  The  true 
angler's  life  is  a  paradise  below,  and  where  is  he 
who  would  change  his  craft  for  that  of  another  and 
think  of  it  no  more.  Verily,  such  a  one  has  no 
living  soul.    It  has  died  within  him. 

Olive  Dunn. 


■TIDAL  ANGLING. 


When  everything  on  river,  loch,  and  stream 
inland  is  as  dull  as  ditch-water,  and  very  little 
chance  of  a  revival  till  the  autumn  floods  come 
away,  the  tidal  angler  comes  to  the  front.  This  is 
his  chance,  not  by  any  means  his  only  one  for 
sport,  but  for  prominence.  His  is  the  chance  all 
the  year  round,  but  just  now  and  well  into 
September  the  tidals  and  the  inland  lochs  are  the 
only  certain  spots  for  really  getting  any  good  sport 
and  any  sport  at  all. 

The  "yellow  fin"  of  May  and  June  are  now 
coming  up  with  the  grilse  and  July  salmon,  as 
finnock,  whitling  or  grilse  sea  trout,  and  it  is  with 
these  that  the  tidal  angler  has  to  deal.  It  is  with 
these  he  has  to  contend  and  content  himself,  and 
it  is  no  mean  sport  nor  empty  brag  when  he  has 
made  a  basket  of  from  half  a  dozen,  to  a  dozen  half- 
pounders  in  a  few  hours,  morning's  or  evening's 
•work. 

The  finnock,  as  they  are  popularly  called  all 
over  the  North,  come  away  with  the  salmon  and 
gri'se,  but  unlike  them,  they  do  not  rim  inland 
just  yet.  They  work  up  and  down  with  the  tides, 
fattening  in  the  brakish  waters  and  increasing  in 
numbers  and  strength  as  the  season  wears  on.  In 
some  localities  they  are  earlier  than  others,  but 
wherever  there  '9  a  clear,   clean,  and  goodish 


tidal  reach,  there  they  are  to  be  found,  and 
first-class  sport  they  constantly  afford,  while 
their  edible  qualities  are  beyond  description. 
Much  depends  on  local  circumstances  as  to  the 
best  time  for  fetching  a  basket  of  finnock.  They 
come  with  the  tide  and  go  with  the  tide  past  certain 
well-defined  points,  and  these  once  indicated  the 
the  stranger  should  have  no  more  difficulty  in 
finding  his  way  about.  He  may  fish  above  the 
tidal  waters  at  any  time,  but  in  the  tidal  reaches 
themselves  he  must  study  the  local  tides. 

With  the  first  turn  in  the  ebb  tide  the  trout  are 
to  be  found  at  the  point  nearest  the  sea,  and  again 
at  full  tide  at  the  point  farthest  inland.  They 
come  hunting  along  in  greater  or  lesser  shoals, 
feeding  greedily  on  sand-eel  and  such  like,  which 
the  rising  of  the  waters  shifts  from  the  bottom  of 
the  stream,  and  here  is  the  index  to  the  most 
taking  lures.  Any  imitation  of  the  sand-eel  does 
well,  and  their  name  is  legion— but  this  again. 

Having  fished  a  point  here  and  there  with  the 
rising  tide,  the  angler  may  with  profit  repeat  the 
process  with  the  ebbmg  tide,  and  very  often  with 
more  success  than  before.  Some  tidals  are  best 
fished  from  a  boat,  such  as  the  Ythan,  when  the 
tide  can  be  followed  both  going  and  coming,  and 
more  ground  covered  than  simply  fishing  from  the 
bank. 

Where  expense  is  no  object  boating  is  certainly 
to  be  preferred,  and  is  the  easiest  as  well  as  the 
surest  way  of  making  a  basket.  On  the  other 
hand,  where  sport  is  the  chief  aim,  angling  from 
the  bank,  or  in  a  pair  of  stocking  waders,  is  quite 
sufficient  to  cover  all  the  ground  necessary  to 
secure  it. 

The  beauty  of  tidal  angling  is  that  the  ordinary 
troutmg  gear  is  all  that  is  necessary.  A  thirteen- 
foot  or  fourteen-foot  double-handed  trout  rod  will 
enable  one  to  cast  well  out  of  sight,  for  the  finnock 
are  keen  observers,  and  in  the  clear  waters  far  and 
fine  casting  is  absolutely  necessary  to  secure  a  rise. 
The  hest  baskets  are  made  in  a  slightly  coloured 
water,  showing  that  under  these  conditions  they  are 
more  easily  deceived  than  in  the  normal  crystal 
state  of  the  ever  rising  and  falling  tide.  The 
ordinary  range  of  trout  flies  including  the  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  Professor,  Mallard  and  Eed, 
Teal  and  Eed,  and  so  on,  answer  equally  well,  while 
such  combinations  as  the  Terror,  Demon,  etc.,  are 
dressed  in  imitation  of  the  Sand  Eel  with  plenty  of 
tinsel  about  them. 

Many  of  the  small  loch  flies  also  find  favour 
with  the  tidal  angler,  such  as  the  Zulu,  Cinnamon, 
Bumble  Bee,  Butcher,  Thunder  and  Lightning, 
Watson's  Fancy,  Silver  and  Blue,  and  the  like,  while 
the  Rubber-tube,  Small  Devon,  and  the  Fail-me- 
never  worm  are  at  all  times  most  effective  when 
other  lures  fail. 

The  finnock  rises  freely  to  the  fly,  and  gives  the 
very  best  of  sport.  For  its  size  it  is  superior  in 
this  respect  to  either,  salmon  and  grilse,  and  not  so 
fastidious  as  either. 

Tidal  anglmg  is  almost  on  a  par  with  trouting 
as  regards  expanse.  There  are  miles  and  miles  of 
capital  waters  at  the  command  of  the  tourist  angler 
at  merely  nominal  charges.  Of  course,  the  most 
favoured  spots  have  been  "  annexed  "  by  mine  host ; 
but  then  again  he  affords  excellent  accommodation 
in  return  for  his  moderate  charges. 

Ticket  waters  are  becoming  more  common,  and 
from  Is.  6d.  to  5s.  a  day  is  charged,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  water  at  command.  At  New- 
burgh  the  charge  is  5s.  per  rod  per  day ;  at  Forres, 
on  the  Findhom,  the  charges  are  somewhat  the 
same ;  while  the  Ugie  may  be  fished  during  July 
and  August  on  weekly  tickets  of  10s.,  and  monthly 
tickets  of  £1.  These  are  a  few  of  the  better  spots, 
but  wherever  sea-trout  aboimd  these  finnock  can 
be  got  if  searched  for ;  and  salmon  lessees  are  not 
bad  to  treat  with  for  their  angling  rights.  The 
tidal  reaches. of  the  Dee  can  be  fished  all  the 
season  through  for  10s. ;  and  in  the  autumn  months 
alone  a  good  angler  can  sometimes  make  that  out 
of  it  in  a  day  if  he  cared  to  try.  The  usual  hotel 
tariff  runs  from  ^2  2s.  to  ^2  10s.  a  week ;  but  in 
the  crush  of  the  autumn  one  need  not  blame  the 
landlord  if  he  makes  hay  while  the  sun  shines  and 
raises  his  charges  a  little.  G.  M. 
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PISHING  THE  BUSTAKD. 

Now  fades  the  glimmering  landscape  from  the  sight, 

And  all  the  air  a  solemn  stillness  holds, 
Save  where  the  beetle  wheels  his  droning  flight, 
And  drowsy  tinklings  lull  the  distant,  folds. 
So  Gray  wrote,  and  as  I  sat  by  the  stream  wait- 
ing for  the   bustards   to   take   their  customary 
evening's  airing,  these  lines,  stamped  indelibly  on 
my  memory  from  a  more  than  close  acquaintance 
with  them  as  an  imposition  for  indolence  and  other 
misdemeanours  during  my  school   days,  seemed 
fitting  to  my  present  surroundings. 

I  had  been  spinning  the  minnow  indefatigably 
since  early  mom  for  a  solitary  brace  of  trout,  and 
not  being  desirous  of  making  a  premature  departure 
from  the  river  I  resolved,  after  some  deliberation, 
to  brave  the  terrors  of  the  night  in  search  of  more 
fish.  There  is  something  altogether  weird  and 
imcanny  in  being  left  to  one's  own  thoughts  and 
reflections  on  the  river  by  night,  not  another  human 
being  within  hailing  distance,  and  the  stillness  only 
broken  now  and  again  by  the  hea\  y  plunge  of  a 
feeding  trout,  or  the  plaintive  twit -tu- woo  of  a 
solitary  owl,  a  situation  that  would  make  many  a 
man,  inclined  to  be  superstitious,  gather  up  his 
tackle  and  run  for  very  dear  life. 

Personally,  I  prefer  a  companion  on  these 
nocturnal  expeditions,  one  who  can  enter  into  the 
enjoyment  to  be  derived  from  landing  a  fish  and  is 
not  sparing  in  sympathy  when  a  veritable  leviathan, 
after  being  hooked,  is  lost. 

For  the  angler  who  has  never  engaged  in  this 
highly-exciting  branch  of  the  gentle  art  the  follow- 
ing particulars  are  intended  to  give  him  some  idea 
of  procedure. 

There  are  two  distinct  varieties  of  bustards— 
namely,  the  white  bustard  and  the  brown  bustard. 
Both,  I  believe,  belong  to  tha  same  family  of 
moths,  the  former  being  the  female  insect  and  the 
latter  the  male. 

Perhaps  this  article  may  meet  the  eye  of  someone 
versed  in  the  science  of  entomology,  who,  as  my 
description  of  the  insects  is  so  very  limited,  may  feel 
disposed  to  give  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
further  information  on  the  subject. 

The  question  naturally  arises — Which  is  the 
most  suitable  for  fishing  with  ?  and  in  answer  to  it 
I  can  conscientiously  say  that  I  have  fished  both 
varieties  with  equal  success.  A  favourite  method 
of  fishing  the  bustard,  or  meadow-moth,  is  indulged 
in  by  the  rustics  of  country  villages,  who,  fitted  out 
with  primitive  rods  cut  from  the  branches  of  a 
neighbouring  tree,  and  hooks  capable  of  supporting 
flitches  of  bacon,  dap  in  the  deeps  beneath  the 
overhanging  trees  with  the  natural  insect,  which 
can  be  successfully  captured  in  the  meshes  of  a 
landing-net  by  racing  over  a  field  of  mowing  grass, 
if  supposing  that  the  farmer  does  not  race  you  in 
turn  with  a  pitchfork.  Another,  perhaps  more 
sportive,  method  is  to  impale  the  bustard  through 
the  back  on,  say,  a  No.  9  hook,  mounted  on  a  cast 
made  up  of  medium  strong  gut  attached  to  a  good 
floating  line — a  floss  silk  one  for  preference — and 
choosing  an  open,  gliding  stretch  of  shallow  water, 
swing  the  lure  carefully  out  into  the  stream  and 
allow  it  to  sail  on  the  surface  down  to  the  rising 
fish. 

Now,  supposing  that  some  night  when  you  arri\e 
on  the  river,  bustards  are  scarce  and  bad  to  capture, 
there  is  no  need  to  despair,  for  the  artificial,  obtain- 
able from  any  tackle  dealer,  will  often  make  amends 
for  the  absence  of  the  natm-al  insect. 

After  a  hot  day  in  June,  when  the  shades  of 
evening  are  beginning  to  fall,  the  bustards  rise  in 
their  thousands  from  the  meadows,  and  those  which 
have  the  temerity  to  alight  on  the  water  are  eagerly 
snapped  up  by  S.  fario,  who  dearly  loves  a  bustard 
supper. 

Dame  Nature  was  beginning  to  spread  her  mantle 
of  sombre  hue,  enveloping  alike  hill  and  dale,  forest 
and  stream,  and  as  I  cast  my  eyes  upwards  to  an 
overhanging  mass  of  rock  towering  above  me  I  saw 
the  bats  stealing  silently  out  of  the  cre\-ices  in 
i-eadiness  to  swoop  down  on  the  mjTiads  of  flies 
that  were  hovering  over  the  water. 

The  intermittent  humming  of  a  bustard  close  at 
hand  warned  me  that  it  was  time  to  be  up  and 
doing,  so  picking  up  my  landing-net  and  searching 
the  meadow  grass  which  grew  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  I  collected  a  sufficient  quantity  of  moths  to 
commence  operations  with.  The  tackle  T  was  using 
was  much  stouter  than  what  I  was  accustomed  to 
fishing  with  in  the  daytime — the  reason  for  which 
is  not  far  to  seek. 
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As  soon  as  the  fish  feels  the  steel  he  naturally 
shows  fight,  and  will  bore  away  for  the  nearest 
submerged  boulder  in  order  to  free  himself  from 
the  objectionable  lip  tickler.  The  angler  is  at  a 
disadvantage,  for  he  cannot  pierce  the  gloom  to 
ascertain  what  is  taking  place,  and  must  be  content 
with  feeling  his  fish  fi-om  the  reel  and  point  of  his 
rod.  Now  and  again  the  line  slackens,  and  each 
time,  his  worst  suspicions  aroused,  he  racks  his 
brain  to  find  out  what  really  has  occurred,  until 
reeling  up  the  slack  he  suddenly  discovers  the  fish 
playing  a  game  of  hide  and  seek  aroimd  his  wading 
stockings. 

Here  comes  the  advice  to  use  stout  gut,  keep  a 
tight  line,  and  steer  your  fish  into  the  landing-net 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  fish  were  now  rising  steadily  on  a  thin  open 
stretch  of  water,  so,  wading  a  few  yards  into  the 
stream,  I  sent  the  liu-e  with  an  underhand  cast  on 
its  mission  downstream. 

Before  it  had  gone  many  yards,  a  sudden 
tightening  of  the  line — which  quickens  the  pulse 
of  every  angler — bespoke  a  fish,  and  as  I  drove  the 
steel  home  my  rod  bowed  gracefully  in  reply  to 
repeated  appeals  for  freedom  from  the  fish. 

S.  fario  fought  bravely  for  the  mastery,  but 
heavy  odds  in  the  shape  of  tackle  were  against 
him,  and  soon  I  was  permitted  to  scoop  him  safely, 
if  somewhat  tmceremoniously,  into  the  landing-net. 

Not  wishing  to  disturb  the  water  by  taking  the 
fish  to  where  I  had  accidentally  left  my  creel  on 
the  bank,  I  killed  it  by  placing  my  forefinger  in 
its  top  jaw  and,  using  the  thumb  as  a  lever, 
pressed  the  head  back,  thus  breaking  its  spine, 
after  which  I  pitched  the  fish  in  the  direction  of 
the  aforesaid  receptacle. 

Fish  after  fish  I  caught  and  treated  in  like 
manner,  untU  my  stock  of  bustards  was  exhausted, 
when  I  waded  ashore  fully  satisfied  with  my  night's 
work.  On  climbing  the  bank  I  struck  several 
matches,  by  the  light  from  which  I  collected 
thirteen  trout.  Not  a  bad  haul  for  an  hour  and 
a  half's  fishing  1  Some  of  them  would  scale  a 
pound,  while  none  were  under  half  a  pound.  One 
local  veteran,  whose  opinion  on  angling  topics 
is  not  to  be  despised,  after  inspecting  my  basket, 
delivered  himself  thus  :  "A  grander  sample  tean 
frea  t'  Nidd  there  never  was  sin'  I  gave  up  fishing 
t'  watter,  happen  twenty  years  sin'  1  " 

It  was  close  on  the  witching  hour  of  midnight 
when  I  took  my  rod  to  pieces  and  strapped  the 
heavily-weighted  creel  to  my  shoulders  prior  to 
directing  my  footsteps  toward  home. 

As  I  groped  my  way  through  the  woods  I  could 
not  fail  being  impressed  with  the  eerie  stillness 
which  prevailed  aroimd  me.  Once  a  cock  pheasant, 
roosting  in  a  fir-tree,  loudly  reviled  me  for  disturbing 
his  slumbers,  and  although  my  heart,  as  it  were, 
leaped  into  my  mouth  when  a  rabbit  scurried 
across  the  path,  I  reached  home  without  further 
adventure,  and  tumbled  into  bed  only  to  dream  of 
monster  trout  with  bulging  eyes  swimming  aroimd 
me,  clamorously  demanding  more  bustards. 

Bkown  Owl. 


SPOET  ON  THE  CANADIAN 
SALMON  EIVEKS. 


The  salmon  angling  season  is  on,  and  many  of 
the  noted  fishermen  are  already  at  their  preserves 
or  are  gathering  there.  A  special  to  the  daily 
papers  says  that  while  Mr.  Vanderbilt  and 'friends 
Lord  Minto  and  party,  and  Louis  Cabot,  of  Boston 
and  party  are  fishing  their  preserves  on  the  south 
side  of  ths  St.  Lawrence,  the  fishermen  on  the  north 
side  include  ex-President  Grover  Cleveland,  Colonel 
D.  Lan  ont,  J.  J.  Hill,  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
George  Baker,  president  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  New  York  ;  Lord  Lovedale  and  others.  Lord 
Savordale  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Harris,  from  England 
are  fishing  a  preserve  called  Mingan,  four  himdred 
and  sixty-five  miles  below  Quebec.  Mr.  Hill  and 
party  are  fishing  the  St.  John,  on  the  Labrador 
coast,  five  hundred  miles  below  Quebec.  Mr.  Hill 
is  reported  to  pay  the  Provincial  Government  three 
thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  rod  fishing  on  this 
river.  E.  C.  Chapman,  of  New  York  ;  F.  S.  Hodges 
of  Boston  ;  H.  K.  S.  WUliams,  of  New  York,  and 
R.  W.  Johnson,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  are  fish 
ing  the  Nantashquan,  five  hundred  and  seventy 
miles  below  Quebec.  E.  C.  Fitch,  of  Waltham, 
Mass.,  is  to  fish  the  Romaine  river  this  year.  He 
pays  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  lease. 
Mr.  T.  Gorham  Peters  and  Waldrou  Bates,  of 


Boston,  are  fishing  the  rough  waters  of  the  Nepis- 
guit.    Messrs.  H.  P.  King  and  J.  T.  Spaulding,  with 
Mr.  L.  D.  Ahl,  have  gone  to  their  preserve  on  the 
Ristigouche.    Colonel  Whitehead,  of   Montreal ; 
John  Manuel,  of  Ottawa;  John  Law  and  Robert 
Patterson  are  on  the  Godbout.    Ivers  W.  Adams, 
of  Boston,  who  recently  purchased  the  salmon 
privileges  of  the  River  Moisie,  will  be  there  this 
season.     The  latest  reports  from  most  of  these 
rivers  is  that  the  fishing  is  not  yet  up  to  the 
standard  of  former  seasons.    Still,  there  has  been 
sent  up  to  Montreal  from  the  Ristigouche  Salmon 
Club  a  salmon  weighing  421b.     Other  large  fish 
have  been  takeq,  but  not  a  great  nmnber  yet.  Mr. 
Archibald    Mitchel    and  his  son  were  the  first 
fishermen  at  the  Ristigouche  this  year.    The  young 
man  killed  the  first  salmon  of  the  season  May  24, 
a  very  early  date  for  salmon  to  rise  to  the  fiy  at 
those  waters.    The  tributaries  of  the  Saguenay 
are  reported  to  be  earlier  than  usual.    The  anglers 
are  already  gathering  at  the  several  preserves  along 
the  St.  Marguerite.    Mr.  Walter  M.  Brackett,  the 
Boston  salmon  artist,  has  already  taken  up  his 
summer  residence  at  his  preserve  there.    Mr.  D. 
H.  Blanchard,  of  Bostorf,  after  having  landed  an 
81b.  togue  at  Lake  Hebron,  Monson,  Me.,  with 
two  or  three  friends,  will  start  for  his  preserve  on 
that  river  within  a  few  days.    Mr.  John  Fottler,  of 
Boston,  with  several  friends,  is  fishing  the  St.  John 
at  Gaspe.    Mr.  Harry  Dutton,  of  Boston,  is  at  the 
Little  Pabos.    Several  members  of  the  H.  W.  De 
Forest  Club,  of  New  York,  are  fishing  the  Grand 
Cascapedia,  the  rental  of  which  is  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  a  year,    Mr.  E.  N.  Fenno,  of 
Boston,  is  fitting  out  for  a  salmon  fishing  trip  to 
Bedeque,  Cape  Breton.    He  will  also  try  the  trout 
fishing  of  that  part  of  the  country— Forest  and 
Stream. 

HOW  AND  WHERE  GUT  IS  MADE 

Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells,  in  the  new  edition  of 
his  excellent  work,  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly  Tackle," 
says  : — 

"  The  best  single  article  known  to  me  on  this 
subject  is  that  by  Mr.  Charles  F.  Imbrie,  in  the 
'Annual  Cycloptedia,'  Appleton's,  volume  xiv., 
1889,  page  762. 

"  Mr.  Imbrie  assures  me  that  this  article  is  based 
on  personal  investigation  on  the  spot.  I  quote  an 
abstract  from  him  as  follows  : 

" '  The  province  of  Murcia,  Spain,  has  always 
enjoyed  a  practical  monopoly  of  the  manufacture 
of  silk-worm  gut.  Though  the  industry  is  small, 
it  has  long  attracted  the  attention  of  silk-culturists 
all  over  the  world.  Gut  is  still  made  in  Sicily ; 
but  the  quality  of  the  Sicilian  product  is  invariably 
poor,  and  as  it  can  therefore  compete  only  with 
the  very  lowest  grades  of  the  Spanish  article,  it  is 
hardly  possible  that  there  can  ever  be  a  profit  to  the 
manufacturers.  Silk-culturists  in  China,  Japan, 
France,  Italy,  and  the  United  States  have  done 
their  best  to  produce  a  marketable  quality  of  silk- 
worm gut ;  but  they  have  never  succeeded,  unless 
the  fortuitous  manufacture  of  a  few  strands  of  a 
fair  quality  can  be  considered  success.  In  the 
United  States,  China,  and  Japan  a  long,  heavy  gut 
has  frequently  been  made;  but  in  no  instance 
has  the  strand  had  the  tensile  power  of  much 
lighter  Spanish  gut.  The  numerous  and  invariable 
failures  to  produce  a  good  quality  of  it  outside  of 
Murcia  force  the  conclusion  that  there  are  unique 
conditions  favourable  to  its  manufacture  there, 
and  insurmountable  objections  to  manufacture 
elsewhere.' " 


"  '  When  the  worms  are  quite  ready  to  spin,  not 
an  hour  before  or  after,  they  are  thrown  into  a  tub 
half  filled  with  a  strong  mixture  of  vinegar  and 
water.  This  kills  them  instantly.  -They  are  left 
in  this  pickle  about  twelve  hours— generally  over 
one  night.  This  gives  a  consistency  to  the  silk- 
bags,  of  which  there  are  two  in  each  worm.  The 
next  morning  the  worms  are  taken  out  of  pickle 
and  broken  in  two,  cross-wise.  The  gut-sacs  are, 
with  a  little  experience,  easily  removed.  Each  of 
the  sacs  is  taken  at  either  end,  while  it  is  soft,  and 
stretched  as  far  as  it  will  go.  It  the  pickle  is 
strong  the  gut  is  to  a  certain  extent  shorter  and 
thicker ;  if  it  is  weak  the  gut  is  longer  and  thinner. 
If  it  is  too  strong  the  gut  pulls  out  crooked  and 
lumpy  and  cracked ;  if  it  is  too  weak  the  gut  has 
not  enough  consistency  to  draw  out.  When  the 
gut  is  stretched  out  as  far  as  it  will  go  it  is  thrown 


on  the  floor,  and  the  extreme  ends,  almost  immedi- 
ately curl  up.  The  gut  is  covered  with  a  thin 
filament  called  carnc,  or  flesh.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  day  the  gut  is  washed  in  pure  water 
and  hung  up  where  a  current  of  air  will  pass 
through  and  dry  it.  When  it  is  thoroughly  dry  the 
strands  are  tied  in  bundles  of  from  5,000  to  10,000, 
and  in  this  state  it  is  sold  by  weight  to  those  who 
prepare  it  for  the  market.'  " 

"  Mr.  Imbrie  expresses  astonishment  at  the  little 
attention  given  to  the  eggs  while  hatching,  and  at 
the  lack  of  what  silk-growers  elsewhere  would  con- 
sider ordinary  care  in  the  subsequent  development 
of  the  worm.  Beyond  'not  sweeping  the  room 
where  the  worms  are  without  first  sprinkling  the 
floor  to  lay  the  dust,  seeing  that  the  leaves  are 
fresh  and  are  never  allowed  to  ferment,  not  using  the 
same  baskets  to  bring  in  fresh  leaves  as  those  that 
are  used  to  carry  out  the  old  leaves,'  little  seems 
to  be  done  except  to  secure  good  ventilation,  avoid 
excessive  changes  of  temperature,  and  for  the  first 
fourteen  days  cutting  the  mulberry  leaves  upon 
which  the  worms  are  fed  into  small  pieces  with  a 
sharp,  and  not  a  dull,  knife,  since  a  dull  knife  bruises 
the  cut  edges  of  the  leaves,  making  them  tough  and 
distasteful.  The  cut-up  leaves  are  scattered  oyer 
the  worms  which  crawl  up  on  to  them,  following 
in  this  their  natural  instinct  to  ascend. 

"  They  are  given  all  the  food  they  will  eat.  Up 
to  the  time  they  are  ready  to  spin,  about  forty-two 
days,  their  life  is  divided  up  into  several  periods  of 
extreme  voracity,  alternating  with  torpor,  during 
which  latter  period  they  moult  and  refuse  to  eat 
at  all. 

"  The  producers  are  small  farmers,  each  working 
up  independently  the  product  of  his  own  domain, 
some  turning  out  a  better  and  some  a  poorer 
article,  according  to  individual  care  and  skill. 
Every  year  buyers  come  from  the  silk-manufacturing 
centres  of  France  to  buy  cocoons.  The  gut-buyers 
appear  at  the  same  time,  one  urging  the  farmers  to' 
market  their  crop  in  the  shape  of  cocoons,  the 
other  in  the  form  of  gut ;  and  the  one  who  succeeds 
best  in  persuading  the  producer  that  his  interest 
lies  in  dealing  with  him  gets  the  crop. 

"  Gut  is  named  in  the  trade  according  to  thick- 
ness as  follows,  beginning  with  the  thinnest: — 
Refina,  Fina,  Regular,  Padrona  Second,  Padrona 
First,  Marana,  Double  Thick  Marana,  Imperial,  and 
Hebra.  Flat,  irregular  gut  is  known  as  Estriada. 
Since  the  purchaser  from  the  origmal  producer 
buys  by  weight,  paying  the  same  price  for  the 
good,  the  bad,  and  the  indifferent,  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  pre-estimate  the  prospective  profit  or  loss 
on  his  purchase.  The  larger  sizes  afford  a  large 
profit,  while  the  inferior  qualities  will  not  pay  cost ; 
so,  after  the  manner  of  merchants  in  all  trades  but 
that,  if  any,  to  which  my  reader  belongs,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  work  off  the  Estriadas,  etc.,  by 
smuggling  a  few  such  strands  into  each  bundle  of 
good  gut." 

NOTES  FOR  ROACH  ANGLERS. 

{From  the  ''Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell.) 
[Continued  from  'page  21.) 

CHAPTER  Yl.— continued. 
There  exists  a  wide  difference  of  opinion  amongst 
roach  fishers  as  to  the  size  of  the  paste  bait  that 
should  be  offered  to  the  roach.  But  this  must 
depend  upon  local  considerations,  the  needful  size 
of  hook,  and  the  average  weight  of  the  roach  in 
the  water  to  be  fished.  Still,  there  are  good  roach 
anglers  who  adhere  to  the  notion  that  a  pellet  the 
size  of  a  small  pea  will  suffice  in  all  waters,  but  of 
this  practice  an  old  hand  writes  "  I  disagree— 
and  I  am  aware  that  I  am  m  a  glorious  minority— 
with  my  brother  roach  fishers  in  the  quantity,  size, 
and  shape  which  should  form  a  paste  bait  for  roach. 
I  am  aware  that  some  barely  cover  the  point  of  the 
hook  with  a  small  pearl  of  paste,  others  will  embed 
the  whole  of  the  hook  therein,  while  a  third  class 
insert  the  hook  in  a  piece  of  a  pear-shape,  as  large 
as  the  tip  of  your  little  finger.  If  it  be  true  that  lu 
each  case  the  angler  finds  his  reward— t)ic  first 
taking  many  fry  and  bait,  with  seldom  a  fish  worthy 
the  catching  ;  the  second,  average  fish,  which  may 
bear  a  general  contrast  with  most  takes  ;  but  it  is 
the  large  bait,  the  'dollop  of  paste,'  as  it  is 
familiariy  termed,  that  tempts  the  pound-and-half 
and  two'-pounders.  But,"  adds  my  friend,  "in 
order  to  do  this  the  ledger  must  be  employed." 
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Many  paste  anglers  colour  thei^bait  with  powder 
— vermilion  or  carmine;  the  former  is  poisonous, 
and  should  never  be  used,  as  there  is  little  or  no 
excuse  for  the  preference,  carmine  for  such  a  purpose 
being  equally  cheap  and  far  more  readily  amal- 
gamated, besides  being  entirely  innocent. 

Honeycomb  and  flour  mixed  together  make  a 
nice  paste,  so  tough  and  tenacious  that  the  strongest 
streams  will  scarcely  move  it  from  the  hook, 

Early  in  the  spring— that  is,  before  the  spawning 
season— roach  will  take  paste,  as  well  as  the  small 
red  worm,  with  great  freedom.  At  this  time  they 
must  be  fished  for  in  deep  water,  close  under  the 
bank,  and  near  to  the  bottom. 

Many  bottom  anglers  compound  their  paste  with 
great  skill  and  care,  and  the  well-fed  fish  become 
so  dainty  that  unless  these  pastes  are  worked  up 
with  clean  hands  and  pure  materials  they  will  fail 
m  their  intent.  The  infinity  of  articles  which  used 
to  enter  the  paste  list  is  now  reduced  to  very  few, 
but  enough  remain  to  tempt  every  fish  which  takes 
a  bait  in  this  form.  Pastes  are  liable  to  turn  sour, 
or  to  become  foetid,  consequently  it  is  necessary  to 
renew  them  often.  It  has  been  common  to  unite 
with  the  substance  of  pastes  a  little  fine  cotton  or 
rabbit's  wool  to  make  them  more  readily  adhere  to 
the  hook,  but  this  we  believe  to  be  seldom  necessary 
when  either  bread,  dough,  or  flour  is  used,  if  the 
angler  will  knead  them  sufficiently. 

A  paste,  dignified  by  some  London  anglers  with 
the  name  of  the  patent  paste,  is  made  by  separating 
the  starch  of  flour  from  the  pure  gluten.  Knead 
any  quantity  of  flour  with  cold  water  to  the  con- 
sistency of  stiff  dough,  and  let  it  remain  for  one 
hour.  It  should  then  be  thoroughly  but  gently 
kneaded  m  repeated  fresh  waters  until  the  whole 
of  the  starch  is  removed,  and  the  gluten  takes  on 
the  consistency  of  bird-lime,  and  will  not  whiten 
the  water  it  is  washed  in.  It  must  be  placed  in 
water,  or  surrounded  with  a  very  wet  cloth,  to  keep 
it  from  hardening,  and  the  fingers  must  be  dipped 
into  water  before  applying  it  on  the  hook,  to  which 
it  adheres  well,  however  strong  the  current.  With 
this  property  it  may  be  useful  in  such  rapid  waters 
as  no  other  paste  can  withstand,  but,  on  account 
probably  of  the  abstraction  of  the  starch,  it  proves 
greatly  inferior  to  the  more  simple  bread  paste,  in 
which  the  starch  is  preserved. 

New  bread  paste  is  made  by  intimately  kneading 
together  in  the  hand  for  a  few  minutes  three-fourths 
of  new  with  one-fourth  of  stale  bread,  without 
dippmg  in  water,  but  moistening  slightly  if  neces- 
sary. This  working  will  bring  it  into  a  very 
glutinous,  adhesive  paste ;  it  is  particularly  fitted 
therefore,  for  angling  in  strong  eddies  and  powerful 
streams,  but  it  does  not  apply  so  well  to  the  finer 
hshmg  for  roach  in  moderate  streams  and  still 
deeps,  since  it  will  not  separate  so  readily  from  the 
hook  as  the  paste  made  from  stale  bread,  and  this 
property  of  separating  the  experienced  roach  fisher 
considers  to  be  essential.  This  paste  is  convenient 
from  the  quickness  with  which  it  is  made,  which 
should  be  done  at  the  water  side  to  prevent  its 
drying. 

As  all  bread  pastes  have  a  tendency  to  become 
sour  quickly,  particularly  if  wetted,  it  is  advisable, 
should  the  angler  have  some  miles  to  travel,  that 
he  carry  with  him  a  small  loaf  or  roll,  which  will 
enable  him  to  make  his  paste  from  time  to  time  as 
he  requu:es  it.    The  excellent  paste  before  described 
made  of  stale  bread,  might  with  great  propriety  be 
distinguished  by  the  term  "  roach  paste,"  as  it  is 
that   which   most   professed  roach   anglers  use 
particularly  those  who  fish  from  banks  in  still 
deeps.    "With  this  paste,"  writes  a  well-known 
bottom  fisher,  "  a  friend  of  ours  used  to  bait  his 
hook  m  his  late  winter  fishings  in  the  Lea  (gentles 
supplied  his  hook  in  the  more  early  winter  months) 
-He  was  a  most  excellent  roach  fisher,  and  his 
preference  of  this  paste  arose  from  a  full  experience 
of  Its  superiority  over  all  others  of  the  kind."    "  In 
the  roach  streams  of  the  Thames,"  says  Blain 
"  and  some  other  rivers,  new  bread  paste  is  occasion- 
ally preferred,  but  the  readiness  with  which  this  of 
the  stale  bread  is  applied  to  the  smallest  roach 
hook,  as  No.  10,  11,  or  12,  and  the  little  tendency 
It  has,  from  being  less  tenacious  and  solid,  to  resist 
the  entrance  of  the  hook  into  the  roach's  mouth 
makes  it  certainly  the  most  preferable  paste  for 
these  fish,  and  it  is  seldom  they  refuse  it  at  anv 
season. 

In  the  application  of  paste  to  the  hook,  experi- 
ence and  dexterity  are  both  required.  It  should 
be  rolled  into  an  oval  fonn,  and  forced  on  the  hook 
by  pressing  it  into  the  hollow  of  the  bend,  so  as 
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completely  to  cover  the  whole  of  it,  allowing  the 
extreme  point  and  the  upper  part  of  the  shank  only 
to  appear,  which  latter  should  seem  to  spring  from 
the  centre  of  the  mass,  A  little  practice  will 
itself  teach  the  process  perhaps  better  than  written 
instructions,  which,  however,  are  useful,  as  they 
first  awaken  the  mind  to  the  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  being  particular  in  these  matters,  and 
they  also  lessen  the  incipient  difficulties  of  the 
practice. 

Paste  hooks  should  be  whipped  with  white  or 
scarlet  silk,  and  afterwards  varnished,  that  the 
contrast  between  the  white  paste  and  black  whip- 
ping may  not  be  too  apparent.  If  the  bend  of  the 
hook  be  whipped  with  a  few  turns  of  white  sewing 
cotton  it  will  be  found  to  prevent  the  stale  bread 
paste  from  so  readily  separating  from  the  hook, 
which  IS  very  apt  to  occur  in  fine  roach  fishing. 
(To  be  continued.) 


FUNEEAL  OF  MR.  RICHAED 
GHUENEY. 


We  much  regret,  as  will  hundreds  of  London 
anglers,  to  hear  of  the  death  of  our  old  friend 
Mr.  Eichard  Ghumey.  We  hope  to  have  his 
portrait  and  some  account  of  his  work  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  next  week. 

We  are  informed  that  the  funeral  will  take 
place  at  Abney  Park  Cemetery,  Stoke  Newington, 
on  Monday  (July  22)  at  two  o'clock. 


EULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES.* 

{Contimued  from  page  31.) 

23.  Item,  That  the  refpeaive  Times  and  Seafons  for 
Perfons  going  forth  to  fish,  and  taking  fish  in  the  faid 
River  of  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Med7vay,  shall  from 
J  ime  to  Time,  be  obferved  by  them,  and  be  as  follows 
that  IS  to  fay,  ' 

Flounders  Shall  be  taken  all  the  Year  (except 
htX.^^tn  Hall-Haven  on  thcE/fex  Shore, 
and  Fishneffe  on  the  Kentish  Shore  in 
the  River  of  Thames,  and  the  City  Stone 
m  the  Waters  of  Medway,  between  the 
21(1  Day  of  December,  and  the  21ft  of 
February  in  every  Year. 

Snults  Shall  be  only  taken  Eaftward  of  Pur- 
feet,  from  the  I  ft  Day  of  November  to  the 
25th  Day  of  March  ;  and  Weftward  of 
Furjleet,  from  the  25th  Day  of  March  to 
the  I  ft  Day  oi  May,  in  every  Year. 

Shads  Shall  be  only  taken  from  the  loth 
Day  of  May  to  the  30ih  Day  oijwie,  in 
every  Year. 

Salmon  Shall  be  only  taken  from  the  25th 
Day  of  January  to  the  loth  Day  of 
September  yearly. 

Trout  Shall  be  only  taken  from  the  2Sth 
Day  of  January  to  the  loth  Day  of 
September  yearly. 


or  in  any  other  Manner  (hall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every 
fuch  Offence,  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds. 

24.  Item,  That  no  KiOi  of  any  of  the  Sorts  or  Kinds 
herein-after  mentioned,  (hall  be  caught  in  the  faid  River 
of  Thames,  or  Waters  of  Mediuay,  or  fold,  or  expofed  to 
or  for  Sale  if  caught  in  the  faid  River  of  Thames  or 
Waters  of  Med^uay  of  lefs  Weight  or  Size  than  herein- 
after IS  fpecified,  that  is  to  fay. 

No  Salmon  of  lefs  Weight  than  fix  Pounds, 

No  Trout  of  lefs  Weight  than  one  Pound, 

No  PiLe  or  Jack  under  twelve  Inches  lontr  from  the 
Eye  to  the  End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Pearch  under  eight  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Flounder  under  feven  Inches  lone,  from  the  Eve  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail,  ^ 

No  Sole  under  fcvcn  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to  the 
End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Plaice  or  Dab,  under  feven  Inches  long,  from  the 
Eye  to  the  End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Roach,  under  eight  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Dace,  under  fix  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to  the 
End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Smelt,  under  fix  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to  the 
End  of  the  Tail,  ^ 

No  Gud-eon,  under  five  Inches  lontr,  from  the  Eye  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail,  ^ 

No  Whiting,  under  eight  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail,  ^ 

No  Barbel,  under  twelve  Inches  lone,  from  the  Eve 
to  the  End  of  the  Tail, 

No  Chub,  under  nine  Inches  long,  from  the  Eye  to 
the  End  of  the  Tail, 

under  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch 
Offence. 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  mERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
gWeXfow    *"''  °*  ^'^^  London  Bridge 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ( 55  min.  for  Kew. 


Add 


W   „     „  Putney.  Add^''^   "     "  Kichmond. 

50  "     "  Baraes^"""  1??  "     "  Jwickenham. 


Piie  Jack,     j    Shall  be  only  taken  between  the  ift 
Pearch,  Roach,    Day  of  July  and  the  ift  Day  of  J/arr/i 
Vcue,  Chub,  Bar-  (in  every  Year,  except  fuch  as  shall  be 
bel  and  Gudgeons)  taken  in  the  Month  ofjune by  Angling. 

Leaps  and)       Shall  be  laid  only  from  the  21ft  Day 
Rods  for  Eels  I,  of  April  to  the  30th  Day  of  October 
yearly. 

Lamperns       Shall  only  be  taken  from  the  24th  Day 
oiAuguJl  to  30th  Day  oi  March  yearly. 
Whitings       Shall  be  only  taken  from  Michaelmas 
Day  yearly  to  Ember  Week. 


White  1       Shall  be  only  taken  from  the  24th  Day 
Shrimps]    of  Aui,^Jl  yearly  to  the  25th  Day  of 
March. 

Red  Shrimps       Shall  be  taken  in  the  River  Medway 
only,  and  that  from  the  25th  Day  of 
April  yearly  to  the  ift  Day  of  July. 
Buntings       Shall  only  be  taken  from  the  ift  Day  of 
September  yearly  to  the  ift  Day  oi  April. 
Hookermen       May  Hook  for  Eels  all  the  Year. 
Stow  Boats       Trarulermen,  Triniermen,  Hetbermen, 
Draggermen  and  Bandingmen,  may  lay 
Leaps  for  hels  and  Smells,  during  the 
Time  and  in  the  Seafon  hereby  allowed 
for  taking  fuch  Fi(h  refpectively, 

T  '^^''^'1        F'*^  ^'ithin  the 

JunkUetion  aforefaid,  in  any  other  Seafon  of  the  Vear, 


*  Reprinted  from  an  old  pamphlet  by  Clark,  Mayor  dated 
Octoher,  l< S5,  and  priPts d  by  H em  j-  Fenwick,  SnoV  ajli  tondorl. 


'85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

»inYJ"if-^^        "  '°  i'^i^  ^^'^^^  ^'^    ^'<^^^^  at  London  Bridge,  it 
wm  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later 
«T,H  '^;Za  '^""^  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 

and  one  down-stream  retards  it.  "-"v-", 

TiMK  OP  High  Water  at  London  Bkidok. 

Saturday,      July  20    ""H?*-  ^^^'-'-^i 

Sunday,  ,/   2I  5  is 

Mondi^,     ;;  22  I  i ::;:::::::::::::::;: 

Tuesday,         „     23    e  1? 

Wednesday,     .,     24   T\i". 7?| 

Thursday,        ,      25   g  5  sit 

^'d-'y.        26  ::::::  lio ::::::::::::;::::::::  \% 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— Generai,  Remarks.  —  The  Thames  is 
very  bright,  and  it  has  been  most  difficult  to  get  any 
good  takes  of  fish.     Plenty  of  small  roach  have 
been  caught,  but  the  time  is  close  at  hand  for 
the  larger  fish  to  be  caught  at  the  weirs  by  usin^r 
weed.    For  the  information  of  those  young  anc^lers 
who  have  never  tried  this    method,  I  may" say 
that  the  weed  grows  on  the  ledges  of  the  weir 
and  a  small  handful  will  last  nearly  all  day  Wind 
a  small  piece  round  a  roach  hook,  and  eithe'r  fish  off 
the  sill  of  the  weir  or  use  a  boat ;  then  allow  the 
float  to  travel  in  the  Nottingham  style.    The  best 
roach    are    caught    by  this  method    in    the  hot 
weather,  and  often  a  barbel  is  hooked.    Barbel  fishing 
as  a  rule  has  not  been  good,  but  a  fine  fish  of  81b  4oz 
was  caught  at  Teddington  Weir  on  Monday  by  Mr' 
G.  Simbaldi,  which  won  him  the  Kingston  Piscatorials 
barbel  competition,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  winning  the 
second  prize  with  a  fish  from  Chertsey.    Mr  B 
Pope    has    been    getting    some   fair    sized  bream 
at  Kingston,  and  several  barbel  up  to  31b  have 
been  caught  on  the  Chapel  swim  by  clients  of  Knight 
the  professional.    At  Shepperton  Mr.  C   H  Wheelev 
has  had  chub  up  to  2^1b.  by  ledgering.    Mr.  Islipp 
ou  with  McBride  of  Teddington,  in  the^pper  reSs 
of  the  Thames  has  had  some  heavy  takes  of  perch  and 
t)arDei. — i! .  H.  Amphlett. 

;  (Henley).— Rain  is  much  needed  to  put  the 
river  into  condition,  which  has  now  run  dowTi  very 
fine,  with  httlo  stream.  Kot  much  fishing  has  been 
done  early  moruiug  or  late  in  the  evening,  being  the 
only  tune  when  anything  like  sport  can  be  obtained. 
Piloted  by  yoiji  bumble,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hohba  has  heeo. 
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taking  some  good  chub  and  perch  ;  I  have  also  taken 
another  fine  chub  of  41b.  12oz.  A  local  angler  has 
been  taking  some  of  the  last-named  fish,  usmg  cherries 
for  bait.  A  few  roach  and  jack  have  been  caught,  but 
these  fish  are  quite  out  of  condition  yet.  The  river 
seems  more  choked  up  with  weeds  than  I  have  seen  it 
for  some  years.— Stanley  Mead. 

Thames  (LecUade,  Cricklade,  etc  )-The  river 
hereabouts  was  very  much  improved  by  the  heavy  ram 
we  had,  and  it  put  all  kinds  of  fish  better  on  the  feed.  1 
hear  of  some  capital  takes  of  roach  up  to  IJlb.  each, 
of  perch  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and  chub  to  21b.  There  are  a 
lot  of  fine  chub  in  these  districts.  There  is  a  good 
head  of  water  on  right  away  from  Lechlade  Bridge 
down  through  St.  John's  Bridge  to  Radcot,  and  some 
of  the  roach  swims  are  in  very  good  order.  Amongst 
many  others  who  have  been  out  are  Messrs.  Chamber- 
lain, John  Morgan,  Chambers,  Bury,  Brotherton,  Ruck, 
E.  Chewt,  Spiers,  Lockwood,  etc.— The  Ramblbe. 

Ancholme  District.- Fishing  in  the  Ancholme 
continues  very  good.  The  recent  continuous  stocking 
with  tench  is  producing  better  results  every  season 
Good  tench  are  now  being  caught  by  some  one  almost 
every  day.  The  best  baits  are  paste  and  maggots 
On  Saturday  (July  13)  Mr.  P.  Walker^  of  Brigg,  got 
seven  bream  weighing  161b.  at  Coal  Dyke  End  and 
this  is  one  of  the  best  places  for  angling  at  present.  A 
good  sprinkling  of  lib.  roach  are  being  taken  Despite 
the  long  drought  some  good  trout  of  from  lib.  to  21b 
have  recently  been  taken  in  the  Rax  by  members  of 
the  angling  club.— Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach).  -  The  river 
here  has  gone  down  after  rains  to  low  summer 
level,  with  Uttle  stream.  Midday  takes  have  been 
slow.  Weather  bright  and  warm.  Early  mornmg 
and  after  four  (evening)  anglers  have  been  rewarded 
with  fair  summer  catches  of  silver  bream,  up  to  ijlb. 
each,  also  perch,  with  worm,  on  the  gravel  lower  down 
to  Upware.  This  free  water  for  four  miles  has  been 
riving  good  baskets.  Just  now,  for  a  week  or  so, 
tnglers  had  better  take  themselves  about  a  mile  from 
the  locks,  with  various  bait.  Worms  ca,n  be  had  at 
the  locks  ;  Beesley,  lock-keeper  there,  will  give  fresh 
every  day.  Several  times  if  required.— John  O.  Geobge, 
Beech-road,  Cambridge.  ,  .  v 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
For  the  time  of  year  this  trout  stream  is  in  good 
order  The  weeds  have  been  nicely  cut,  and  there  is 
a  very  good  head  of  water  on.  The  town  pool  during 
the  last  week  has  been  full  of  sizeable  fib.  to  lib 
trout.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  amongst  others,  Mr 
G  B.  Milne  has  been  having  some  interesting  evening 
sport.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Swan  waters 
at  Bibury,  where  the  trout  rise  remarkably  well  in  the 
evening. — Pan. 

Darenth  (Pamingham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.)— 
The  sport  on  Lion  water  is  improving.  I  saw  a  brace 
of  fair  fish  which  had  been  taken  there  on  Bed  Qmll, 
etc  I  had  also  a  brace  of  sizeable  fish,  and  one 
rather  smaller  which  I  returned.  These  were  from 
water  lower  down.  My  best  fish  was  on  a  pink  Wick- 
ham  ;  the  other  took  Sedge.  Water  a  little  coloured 
at  first,  but  soon  ran  clear  and  low  in  spite  of  the 
heavy  rain  which  had  fallen.  Prospects  a  little 
better.— J.  P.  T.  ... 

Ssk  (Whitby). — Angling  of  a  remunerative  nature 
continues  practically  unobtainable  on  this  river,  and, 
although  rain  has  fallen  on  one  or  two  occasions,  it 
has  not  been  in  sufficient  quantity  to  even  damp  the 
parched  land.  Evening  casting  has  been  indulged  m 
by  a  few  anglers,  but  not  a  single  take  is  to  hand.  The 
outlook  in  the  absence  of  a  good  spate  is  discouraging. 
Sea  angling  has  been  freely  prosecuted,  and  some  good 
takes  are  recorded. — J.Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  water  is  stil  very 
low  and  clear,  and  until  the  wished-for  rain  comes 
the  prospects  are  not  favourable  to  full  creels  and 
tight  lines.  Some  few  trout  have  been  taken  m  the 
river  early  and  late  with  Red  Spinner,  Blue  Upright, 
and  by  up  worm  fishing.  Perch  and  roach  have  also 
been  had  from  the  canal,  but  specimen  fish  have  not 
been  recorded.— Red  Palmeb. 

Ten  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.) 
Very  good  sport  is  now  to  be  had  on  the  Cambridge 
shire  side  of  the  district.  It  has  already  been  men- 
tioned that  the  Middle  Level  Drain  is  perhaps 
productive  of  the  best  sport.  Though  fishing  has 
Yielded  various  species,  good  bream  have  been  the 
chief  feature.  The  many  visitors  that  have  patronised 
these  waters  ought  to  be  satisfied ;  indeed,  it  is  said  that 
literally  some  hundredweights  of  fish  have  fallen  to 
the  dew  worm.   Fish  have  run  up  to  51b.  and  5Jlb.— 

toove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent).-This  fishery  has 
again  been  yielding  good  sport  during  the  past  week, 
Messrs.  J.  Smith,  W.  Musgrave,  Anstey,  J.  Gover, 
W  Elliott  and  many  others  from  London  having 
baskets  from  81b.  to  nearly  201b.  of  good  class  roach 
many  over  IJlb.,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  Several 
visitors  have  availed  themselves  of  the  b.  E.  &  O. 
Railway  daily  cheap  trips  from  Ramsgate,  Margate, 
Deal,  etc.,  and  have  enjoyed  good  sport.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  know  that  the  rush  of  the  flood  tides 
through  the  Sandwich  reaches  has  the  effect  of  pro- 


ducing that  colour  in  the  river  so  dear  to  the  angler, 
so  that  whatever  the  weather  the  bright-as-gin  order 
does  not  occur  here  until  you  traverse  the  river  beyond 
the  ferry.  It  is  most  desirable  to  close  all  gates,  also 
in  going  through  the  fields  of  lavender  not  in  any  way 
to  interfere  with  the  growing  crops;  no  doubt  it  is 
the  visitors  and  not  the  anglers  who  are  transgressors 
in  this  respect.  At  present  time  river  in  vicinity  of 
Blood  Point  and  Pluck's  Gutter  is  in  good  order  and 
fish  feeding  fairly  well.— K.  ,  -,  .. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  and  its 
tributaries  are  suffering  from  want  of  rain.  There  are 
takes  of  roach  and  dace  mentioned  from  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Scrooby,  but  the  fact  of  the  matter  is 
that  local  anglers  are  on  the  look  out  for  trout  in  the 
smaller  streams.  Trout  fishing  is  very  much  better 
than  it  was  a  month  ago.  We  hear  some  mention  of 
sport  on  the  drains  and  on  the  canal  about  Headley. 
At  Hepworth  the  other  day  an  angler  was  fined  for 
fishing  on  the  Haxey  drain  without  permission.— L. 

Itchen.— The  past  week  has  been  an  idle  one,  or  at 
all  events  anglers  have  not  reported  much  sport.  On 
the  river  near  Alresford  very  few  rods  have  cared  to 
fish  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  but  had  fair  takes  of 
an  evening.  On  the  Itchen  Abbas  Club  water  some 
larrish  trout  have  been  killed,  although  no  great 
numbers  were  accounted  for.  On  the  Worthys  water 
Mr.  E.  R.  Corrie  had  two-and-a-half  brace  of  nice  fasli, 
among  them  a  very  handsome  rainbow  weighing 
lib  7oz  •  and  another  fisherman  had  six  rainbows  of 
lib  and  'upwards.  All  these  rainbows  but  one  were 
males.  Jack  appear  to  be  more  numerous  than  ever, 
despite  the  war  waged  against  them  on  the  Worthys 
water  last  year,  when  nine  hundred  and  forty  pike 
were  killed  by  netting,  trimmering,  wiring,  spearing, 
and  shooting.  The  Wickham  has  accounted  for  more 
trout  than  any  other  fly  lately.— E.  Valentine 

COERIE.  _  _  , 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Jack  Tree,  Temple, 
Lackford,  Cherry  Lock,  etc.).— The  intense  heat 
of  the  past  week  or  ten  days  seems  to  have  knocked  the 
fish  completely  ofi  the  feed.  Several  of  our  best  fly 
fishermen  have  been  down  from  town,  staying  at  the 
well-knovm  anglers'  home,  the  Bull  Hotel,  at  Barton 
Mills  trying  all  their  skill  amongst  the  great  shoals  ot 
fish  that  swarm  along  this  portion  of  the  Lark,  but 
with  very  little  success.  In  fact,  the  fish,  like  our- 
selves, preferred  to  lounge  about  on  the  quiet,  and  not 
trouble  to  feed  much  during  this  very  hot  weather. 
Several  very  pretty  takes  of  dace  have  come  under  my 
notice  during  the  last  few  days,  and  a  brace  of  very 
good  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  ^Vo  taken  at  the 
Worlington  Sluice,  a  splendid  fish ;  the  other,  taken 
near  Mildenhall,  weighed  3Jlb.  Some  very  large  chub 
are  showing  up  now  in  the  deep  places,  and  look  like 
feeding.  We  need  rain  badly  to  wash  out  the  flannel- 
weed. — Raven.  ,     .  .  , 

Lea  and  Tributaries.-With  the  river  so  gm  clear 
and  sluggish  and  a  tropical  sun  pouring  down  on  it 
from  morning  to  night,  little  sport  was  anticipated 
and  this  has  proved  to  be  the  case  m  the  present 
week  Numerous  fine  roach  can  be  seen  in  the  weeds, 
but  few  have  been  caught,  especially  in  the  upper 
waters.  At  Tottenham,  Waltham,  and  Hoddesdon 
some  nice  bream  have  been  secured,  and  a  tench  of 
nearly  31b.  has  been  landed  at  Rye  House.  The  first- 
named  station  has  also  yielded  some  roach,  one  angler 
having  a  nice  basket  of  half-pounders.  An  eel  of  21b. 
has  also  been  taken  here.  The  weeds  are  being  cut 
in  some  parts,  and  make  it  awkward  for  light  float- 
fishing  The  Stort  is  in  better  order  than  the  Lea, 
having  caught  the  tail  end  of  a  few  good  showers. 
Sport,  however,  is  very  tame.  I  regret  very  much 
to  hear  of  the  death  of  the  veteran  angler,  Mr.  Richard 
Ghurney,  whose  name  had  been  prominently  associated 
with  Walton's  River  for  over  fifty  years.— Izaak 
Walton 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).-Although  the  hot  weather  has 
been  against  fishing,  the  bream  have  fed  fairly 
well.  Takes  of  3  stone,  2J  stone,  and  2  stone  have 
been  weighed  in,  and  one  angler  had  thirty-seven 
bream  (ulweighed).  The  roacb,  too  have  begun  o 
feed  well,  and  the  keeper  anticipates  that  with  a  little 
more  favourable  weather  big  bags  of  this  fish  will  be 
recorded.— Percy  W.  Gray. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).-- 
RiverPare  extremely  low  and  clear.  Weather  hot 
sunshiny  days,  mostly  followed  by  cold  mghts  the 
wTd  bJingln  the  neVbourhood  of  the  north  tm 
Wednesday,  July  17,  when  it  chopped  to  S.S.W. 
Owing  to  these  conditions  sport  has  been  slow ;  the 
only  chance  has  been  in  the  late  evenmg  when  on 
some  days  fair  sport  has  been  had  for  an  hour  or  so 
Flies  same  as  last  week.  Grayling  are  beginmng  to 
rise  more  freely.  Rain  is  very  much  wanted,  and  a 
good^ownpour  that  would  rise  and  scour  the  rivers 
would  at  once  cause  sport  to  improve.  -  R.  L 

^Nene'^'iPeterborough).  -  Owing  to  dryness  of 
weather  river  low,  water  bright,  and  weeds  prevalent 
During  the  week  some  fair-sized  roach  have  been 
taken  with  paste,  but  boiled  wheat  does  iiot  tempt 
them  much  It  present.   Roach  are  plentiful  near  the 
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mill  at  Watemewton.  Some  large  chub  are  in  evidence 
at  the  Ferry  Bridge  just  now.  Good  bream  fishing  has 
been  had  at  Oundle  this  week,  Mr.  W.  Botts  and 
another  catching  601b.  and  several  fine  roaoh  on 
Monday  morning. — B.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — No  rain  has  fallen 
since  last  report,  and  consequently  at  present  time  of 
writing  (July  17)  the  river  is  very  low  and  weedy.  The 
evening  rise,  which  usually  begins  at  about  8.30,  con- 
tinues to  show  some  sport,  some  heavy  trout  having 
been  landed  in  various  parts,  notably  Ottery  St.  Mary 
and  Tipton  St.  John.  Two  peel  have  been  killed 
during  the  past  week  on  the  lower  reaches  by  the  same 
rod,  weighing  2Jlb.  and  IJlb.  respectively.  They  were 
killed  with  trout  fly  in  the  evening,  and  were  in  fine 
condition. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts,— 
The  record  perch  here,  31b.  8oz.,  has  just  arrived  from 
Mr.  Anstiss  of  Chelsea  who  has  made  it  beautiful  for 
ever ;  it  makes  a  fine  companion  to  the  31b.  4oz.  one 
already  here  caught  last  year  in  this  water.  Several 
gentlemen  have  taken  nice  bags  of  roach  up  to  lib. 
8oz.,  and  the  perch  are  well  on  also.  Bream  seem 
rather  slow  to  feed  yet,  but  there  are  a  great  quantity 
of  them  to  be  seen  as  the  water  is  rather  clear. — 

A.  SCAED. 

 (Huntingdon). — Although  the  water  is  some- 
what clear  and  the  weather  hot,  yet  sport  continues 
remarkably  good,  bream,  roach,  rudd,  and  chub  being 
particularly  well  on  the  feed.  Amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful local  anglers  during  the  week  are  Mr.  C.  Grant 
with  roach,  who  took  about  sixty  in  a  couple  of  hours, 
several  running  up  to  lib.;  Messrs.Childs  and  friend  with 
bream,  securing  from  the  Newtown  meadows  on  July  7 
twenty-five,  largest  41b.  Joz.,  and  several  over  31b. ;  Mr. 
J.  Measures  has  also  been  among  the  bream,  landing 
on  July  15  twenty  good  fish.  Perch  of  lib.  6Joz.  and 
lib.  have  also  been  caught,  whilst  Mr.  Dawson  has 
been  successful  with  chub,  largest  fish  31b.  On  July  IG 
a  rudd  of  21b.  2Joz.  was  weighed  in  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association.— C.  A.  B. 

.        (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — The  tropical  sun  has 

almost  put  a  stop  to  any  successful  fishing.  The  water 
is  giu  bright  and  very  slow.  A  good  steady  rain  would 
be  very  welcome.  However,  the  following  have  been 
recorded  :— Roach,  lib.  4Joz. ;  tench,  41b. ;  bream, 
41b.  2oz. ;  chub,  31b.  15Joz. ;  and  a  gentleman  from 
Paris,  fishing  in  the  Staunch  Pit  here,  landed  an  eel 
pout.  Our  match  with  our  friends  the  N.A.P.S.  was 
almost  nil  as  regarded  fishing,  so  vwe  made  a  draw  of 
it.  We  could  expect  nothing  else  in  such  a  climate, 
but  the  outing  was  a  really  enjoyable  one,  and  the 
dining  out  on  Battcocks  Island  was  something  to  be 
remembered.  I  have  just  seen  a  photograph  of  the 
party,  and  it  is  excellent.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  fish 
our  friends  under  more  fishable  conditions  later  on. — 
Edward  Collinson. 

 (St.  Neots). — There  is  not  much  colour  in  the 

water,  and  rain  is  wanted  to  stir  it  up ;  it,  however, 
maintains  its  proper  level.  Sport  has  been  slack 
and  irregular  at  times  ;  bream,  chub,  roach,  and 
tench  have  been  feeding  fairly  well  since  my  last 
report.  A  number  of  tench  have  been  taken,  the 
largest  scaling  31b.,  a  few  others  being  close  on  2ilb. 
I  have  heard  of  a  pike  of  17  or  181b.  being  hooked,  but 
it  did  not  reach  the  scales.— W.  N. 

Plymouth. — There  is  nothing  much  to  report 
during  the  week.  The  rivers  are  very  low  and 
sufiering  from  want  of  rain.  There  are  a  lot  of 
salmon  in  the  pools  of  the  higher  waters,  and  I  am 
afraid,  if  we  do  not  get  some  rain  soon,  they  will  bo 
missed.— William  Heaedee. 
Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

^ggji).  With  the  exception  of  local  thunderstorms 

no  weight  of  rain  has  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood  for 
a  very  long  time,  and  never  has  it  been  more  urgently 
needed  than  at  the  present  moment,  more  espe- 
cially on  the  hilly  lands  which  are  now  completely 
burnt  up.  Never  within  .the  memory  of  the  oldest 
inhabitants  have  these  rivers  been  at  such  a  very  low 
level  as  they  now  are,  and  the  water  also  being  so 
bright  and  clear  renders  angling  in  them  with ,  the 
fly  a  matter  of  impossibility,  as  far  as  taking  fish  is 
concerned,  and  sport  at  the  present  time  is  entirely 
confined  to  angling  in  the  meres  and  large  pools  in 
certain  parts  of  the  river.— Veynwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — With  all  the  rain  we  have  had  anglers  are 
grumbling.  Rivers  are  far  too  bright  for  successful 
sport.  On  the  Ouse,  at  Barcombe  Mills,  Isfield  and 
Lewes  angling  has  been  at  a  discount.  At  Hamsey  a 
few  bream  have  been  taken,  the  best  fish  weighing 
41b.  2oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Fellingham.  The  Adur  is 
scarcely  fishable  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  floating 
weed.  Grey  mullet  are  up  in  quantities  in  the  Adur, 
Arun',  and  in  Chichester  Harbour,  but  refuse  all  lures, 
excepting  at  Littlehampton  Harbour,  where  a  few  fish 
have  been  captured.  The  Chichester  Canal  is  weedy 
and  far  too  bright ;  plenty  of  small  fry  have  been  taken, 
roach  bream  and  small  carp.  The  feature  of  the  week 
w-vs  a  tench  of  close  upon  31b.  by  Joe  Summers.— 
Salter 

Taff  (Llandowror.  Carmarthenshire). — At  time 
of  writing  (July  15)  the  river  is  rather  too  low  for 
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much  fly  fishing,  but  large  catches  of  remarkably  fine 
sewin  are  made  nightly  by  the  net  fishermen  in  the 
tidal  waters. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— No  rain;  waters  stagnant, 
except  on  the  Moor  rivers,  where  a  trout  of  Gib.  was 
taken  last  week.  Just  one  or  two  brace  of  trout  are 
recorded.  Salmon  and  peel  are  coming  into  the  rivers, 
but  those  who  escape  the  nets  go  away  again.  Prawn 
fishing  now  on.  Bass  fishing  in  the  estuary  good. — 
EusTY  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
very  low  at  time  of  writing  (July  16).  A  few  trout 
caught  by  late  evening  fishing,  but  it  is  of  little  or  no 
use  trying  for  them  during  the  heat  of  the  day.— H. 

Trent  (Newark).— Eiver  in  fine  fettle  for  barbel 
fishing,  and  swims  only  want  a  good  baiting  to  ensure 
success.  On  Monday  (July  15),  Mr.  D.  Slater  secured 
four  from  the  Holme  water  ;  best,  a  good  fish  61b.  4oz. 
Lower  down,  in  the  Collingham  length,  barbel  and 
chub  have  been  taken,  heaviest  of  the  latter  31b. 
From  the  dead  waters  a  few  bream  have  been  secured, 
and  fly-fishing  on  the  shallows  above  Muskham  bridge 
on  Saturday  morning,  Mr.  Slater  landed  over  twenty 
chub.  Cad-baits  have  accounted  for  some  of  the  latter, 
and  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  gentles, 
though  generally  small.  A  fairly  satisfactory  half 
year  of  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  closed  this 
Wednesday  evening,  with  the  following  as  premiers 
in  the  six  classes  open  for  competition.  Roach, 
llh  lljoz.  6  shots,  Mr.  P.  0.  Lees  ;  dace,  l^oz.  7  shots, 
Mr.  H.  Comer;  bream,  21b.  13foz.,  Mr.  W.  Markwell  • 
chub,  a  tie,  21b.  8oz.,  Mr.  B.  Kirton  and  Mr.  W.  m! 
Ball;  perch,  lib.  2Joz.  2  shots,  Mr.  T.  Davis; 
bleak,  |l|oz.  10  shots,  Sergt.-Major  Waddington.— 
Tbentsideb. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 

Fine  takes  of  bream  are  reported  from  the  deeps 
between  Anton  Gowts  and  the  Grand  Sluice  on  the 
Witham ;  many  have  run  between  21b.  and  31b.  each, 
and  a  splendid  specimen  of  71b.  3oz.  is  reported.  Most 
of  the  big  bream  have  fallen  to  the  dew  worm,  but 
maggot  fishers  have  not  done  quite  so  well,  'ihe 
famous  bream  swims  between  Dogdyke  and  Langrick 
have  also  produced  fine  fish,  but  sport  is  almost  im- 
possible without  a  boat.  Vegetation  is  too  prolific  for 
bank  fishing.  Some  fine  perch  have  been  basketed 
about  Dogdyke,  many  scaling  lib.  each.— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  excessive 
hot  weather  we  are  now  having  is  unfavourable  for 
angling,  especially  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  fish 
rise  well  in  the  evening,  but  it  is  difficult  to  suit  them 
as  they  appear  ta  be  midging,  and  many  fish  are 
turned  over  and  get  free  again.  The  best  baskets  I 
hear  of  is  one  or  two  brace,  fishing  late  in  the  evening, 
with  small  flies,  such  as  Mr.  Cooper's  little  Grey  Fly,' 
Ash  Dun,  Brown  Spinners,  Pale  Evening  Dun  and 
Black  Gnat. — Dottebel. 

Tare  (Brundall).— Very  little  use  fishing  on  the 
Yare  just  now,  as  the  weeds  are  very  troublesome,  but 
they  will  be  out  shortly,  and  then  will  be  the  anglers' 
chance.  We  want  rain  badly,  none  has  fallen  for 
fifteen  days.  Wind  keeps  in  the  north-east. — W.  H 
Elsmobe. 

■Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 

With  a  continuance  of  tropical  weather  angling  in  the 
Upper  Yore  and  its  tributary  streams  has  been°all  but 
at  a  standstill,  and  the  few  anglers  out  have  met  with 
meagre  sport.    A  few  fish  have  been  caught  with  the 
"  up  stream  "  worm,  but  it  is  hard  work,  and  I  can  now 
cross  the  Yore  in  places  in  a  pair  of  carpet  slippers  with- 
out getting  wet.  Some  of  the  moorland  feeders  are  quite 
dry,  and  the  effect  of  the  long  drought  will  be  felt  for 
a  long  time  to  come.    A  few  decent  trout  have  been 
caught  late  in  the  evenings  with  the  Bustard  Moths, 
.  Coachman,  Brown  Owl,  Bracken  Clock,  Stone  Midc^e' 
Black  Midge,  Blue  Midge,  and  Knotted  INIidge.  These 
flies  will  be  best  to  rely  upon  in  low  clear  waters  on 
any  river,  and  they  will  kill  chub  and  dace  as  well 
as  trout.   They  have  been  ridding  the  Swale  of  barbel. 
A  party  at  Richmond  speared  eighty-two  the  other 
night  while  they  also  cleared  the  stream  of  a  good- 
sized  pike  or  two.     At  present  in  the  vicinity  of 
Morton  Bridge  the  Swale  is  literally  alive  with  barbel, 
so  that  anglers  can  look  out  when  the  spate  comes', 
for  there  is  certain  to  be  some  sport  with  them. 
The  river  Weske,  on  the-  contrary,  is  teeming  with  pike 
this  year,  who  have  almost  cleared  the  stream  of  the 
coarse  and  other  fish .    That  well-known  Northallerton 
angler,  Mr.  William  Franks,  was  out  the  other  evening 
and  m  a  very  short  time  he  hooked  and  landed  some 
very  fine  fish.    A  few  perch  have  been  taken  in  Bedale 
Beck  during  the  past  week,  but  they  were  rather  small 
and  scarcely  worth  mentioning.    As  the  hay  time 
is  rapidly  drawing  to  a    close,  anglers  will  once 


again  turn  out  for  an  hour  or  two's  quiet  fishing 
of  an  evening,  and  risk  the  chance  of  bein; 
almost  worried  to  death  by  flies  and  midges 
The  Wharfe  is  suffering  from  the  drought.  A  few 
anglers  have  been  out  at  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall, 
but  have  only  met  with  moderate  sport;  and  poor 
dishes  have  been  the  rule  at  Otley,  Pool  and  Cotting- 
ham.  But  in  the  lower  waters  a  few  fine  chub  and 
some  fair  panniers  of  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
evening  moths,  and  a  fine  trout  of  over  21b.  with  the 
wasp  grub.  This  is  the  favourite  bait  just  now 
for  all  coarse  fish  except  barbel,  who  like  a 
good-sized  dew  or  lob  worm.  ■  With  the  water 
in  its  present  condition  the  finest  tackle  is  requisite, 
and  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught  this  week  with  a 
small  grayling  shanked  hook  on  3  and  4  x  drawn  gut 
casts.  The  Tadcaster  people  complain  of  pollution 
there,  and  ask  if  it  is  not  high  time  that  the  West 
Riding  Rivers  Board  stepped  in  and  tackled  the 
matter.  Several  angling  societies  have  had  their  annual 
outings  up  the  Ouse  and  Derwent,  the  most  important 
being  the  matches  of  the  Woodhouse  Carr  Club  at  York 
on  Saturday  and  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society, 
York,  at  Elvington-on-Derwent  on  Tuesday.  Only 
small  catches  were  made.— John  E.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  liair,  Is.  per  dozen  Yard 
roach  bottoms,  with  hook  attached,  2s.  Cd.  pe?  dozen  ;  2  ya^  s 
4s  0  1.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  fis.  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free  Wliite 
01  chestnut  waterproof  roach  lines,  50  yards,  fine,  2s.  ;  extra  fine, 
if;,.",  ■  i*^^"^''-,  Nottingham  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  li-^ht 
'vpv'ff"'"?^,^"^^'''''"'^''^  '^■■''^'^^i.  ^"Per  finish,  "best  val  e 
evei  offered    lOs.  6d     Wasp  grub,  .specially  prepared,  Is.  3d.  per 

yiul^  f  If"-  Tackle  Book,"  extra 

jalue,  33.  3d.,  post  free.— J.  E.  MiLLEU,  Northern  Ant'lers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds.  ^^Jiuiern  An„ieis 


Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 

— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had.  Mr.  Edwards — July  8  (15, 
71b.,  1  grilse,  4Jlb.,  1  salmon,  141b.  Miss  Quinn  and 
Mr.  Uthe— 8th  (171b.) ;  9th  (6,  41b.,  1  salmon  9Alb  • 
10th  (15,  61b.) ;  11th  (6,  51b.,  1  sea-trout,  lilb.).  Mr' 
Simpson— 8th  (17,  61b.);  10th  (25,  81b.);  11th  (26, 
81b.).  Messrs.  Hope  and  Tottenham — 8th  (16  7Alb  )' 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prior— 8th  (3,  71b.);  11th  (10,  51b.').' 
Messrs.  Prior  and  Grierson— 9th  (46,  141b.) ;  10th  (23, 
101b.).  Messrs.  Hall  and  Tottenham— 9th  (46,  141b.)! 
Mrs.  Edwards  and  Miss  Tottenham— 10th  (24,  131b  )  ■ 
12th  (7,  31b.,  1  salmon,  101b.).  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Hope— 10th  (18,  91b.).  Messrs.  Hall  and  Edwards— 
11th  (24,  8^1b.).  Miss  Quinn— 12th  (191b.) ;  13th  (30 
101b.).  Mr.  Hall— 13th  (51b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkings 
and  Mr.  N.  Hawkings— 13th  (6^1b.).— David  MunroT 
Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thurso,  N,B.)— The 

following  baskets  have  been  made  since  last  report :  

On  July  8,  Mr.  Magnus  Sutherland,  Bettyhill,  on 
Loch  Curnacho,  twenty-four  trout,  101b.  On  July  10 
Mr.  Brown,  York,  on  tidal  waters,  six  sea-trout' 
averaging  Jib.  each  ;  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Loch  More,' 
six  trout,  21b.  On  July  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  on 
Loch  Minddie,  fourteen  trout,  71b.  Weather  not 
favourable  of  late. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — There  is  no  change  in  the 
rod  or  net  fishings  on  the  river  Deveron.  Although 
thunder  showers  have  been  frequent  of  late  in  the 
district  they  have  not  affected  this  river,  which  is  now 
running  extremely  low,  the  boulders  and  undergrowth 
in  the  more  shallow  places  appearing  above  the  water. 
There  has  been  a  good  appearance  of  grilse  on  the 
coast  during  this  month,  and  no  doubt  they  would  have 
ascended  the  river  had  not  the  lowness  of  the  water 
and  the  silting  at  the  entrance  obstructed  them. 
On  the  coast,  the  net  fishing  is  keeping  well  up 
at^  the  various  stations.  At  the  end  of  last  week  50 
grilse  were  got  at  one  of  the  stations  in  one  day.  A 
fair  number  of  sea  trout  have  also  been  getting  by  the 
net.  Grilse  are  gaining  in  weight,  the  average  being 
51b.,  and  salmon  141b.  to  161b.  Prom  two  to  six 
boxes  were  sent  daily  to  the  markets. — H.  W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had.  Mr.  Rose— July  9  (1  grilse,  4Alb  )  • 
12th  (1  grilse,  2Jlb.).  Mr.  Webster— 9th  (20,  71b)' 
10th  (1,  41b.);  13th  (24,  71b.;  23,  121b.)  Miss 
Hooper  — 9th  (4,  31b.);  11th  (1  sea-trout,  3Hb) 
Messrs.  Webster— 10th  (6,  41b.).  Mr.  Andrews— 10th 
(12,  81b.) ;  13th  (9,  4Jlb.).  Professor  Purdie— 10th 
(1  grilse,  41b.);  12th  (6,  2ilb.).  Colonel  Mac- 
pherson— 10th  (6,  41b.) ;  12th  (2  grilse,  each  51b  1 
salmon,  91b.);  13th  (1  grilse,  2flb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Rose— 11th  (24,  61b.).  Mr.  Webb— 11th  (11,  41b.); 
13th  (9,  41b.).  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Maynard — 11th  (9* 
3Jlb.).  Mr.  Hooper— 11th  (1  sea-trout,  41b.).  Doctor 
Maynard— 12th  (8,  31b.) ;  13th  (4,  31b.).  Mr.  and  Miss 
Hooper— 12th  (4,  4^1b.).  Messrs.  Stevenson  and 
Johnston— 13th  (10,  51b.).  Mrs.  Maynard— 13th  (2 
21b.— W.  Wallace.  ^ 
Lairg-  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg-,  N.B.).— A  number 
of  anglers  have  been  on  the  various  lochs,  principally 
on  Loch  Shin,  and  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made, 
but  full  details  for  the  week  cannot  be  given.  On 
10th,  Sir  J.  Clarke,  on  Fourloch,  IJ  dozen  trout,  7^1bs. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penny  Craig,  on  Loch  Shin,  fourteen' 
6Jlbs.  ;  Mr.  Maddison,  on  same  loch,  nine  trout,  61bs.; 
Mr.  Ogelvy,  on  Loch  Shin,  nine  trout,  4ilbs.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Truman,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  seven,  51bs. ;  and 
Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin,  eight  trout,  averaging 
Jib.  each,  besides  a  salmo-ferox  of  3Jlbs.  The  weather 
has  been  too  bright  and  hot. — B. 

Loch  Doon  (Dalmellington).— Out  from  Egling- 
ton  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  N.B.,  on  July  5,  6,  8,  9,  10, 
11    and  12,    Messrs.   Templeton  and  McKercher,' 


Glasgow,  caught  446  trout.  On  July  9,  10  11  12 
and  13,  Messrs.  Pater.son  and  McGregor  242  trout  — 
Jas.  Macdonald. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).— With  no  change  in  the 
bright  weather  only  an  occasional  boat  has  been  out 
but  poor  sport  continues  to  be  the  rule.  The  most 
successful  angler  was  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Leeds,  who 
had  eight  trout,  91b.  Perch  fishing  has  been  prose- 
cuted with  considerable  success.  On  Monday  (July  15) 
the  Dunfermline  Artizan  Club  had  a  day  among  these 
coarse  fish,  when  thirteen  rods  fishing  from  three  boats 
captured  719,  which  weighed  .3G31b.  8oz.  The  prizes 
were  awarded  as  follows— Mr.  William  Davie  (97 
501b.  12oz.)  first ;  Mr.  Adam  Dawson  (71,  471b.  8oz  )' 
second  ;  Mr.  Heggie  (66,  401b.  4oz.),  third  ;  Mr.  John 
Duncan  (60,  341b.  12oz.),  fourth.  The  largest  number 
taken  from  a  boat  was  359.  Other  porch  boats  out 
during  the  week  had  catches  ranging  from  fifty  to 
about  four  hundred.— On  Tuesday,  Jlr.  D.  Slater 
Newark,  took  294  good-sized  perch.  After  the  first 
part  of  this  report  was  posted,  a  decided  improvement 
in  the  weather  took  place  for  trout  fishing,  the  sky 
becoming  finely  overcast,  with  showers  in  the  evening. 
The  Clackmannan  Club  held  a  competition,  when 
five  members  captured  with  fly  thirty-eight  trout 
281b.  2oz.— 1st,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  twelve,  81b.  9oz. ;  2nd,' 
Mr.  C.  Thompson,  ten,  81b.  4oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  R.  Archibald, 
six,  41b.  lOoz.  Mr.  J.  Nelson,  Uddington,  had  eight 
trout,  61b.— RoBEBT  B.  Laxng. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers).- Fishing  Loch  Mhor  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  July  9,  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Gibb, 
Markinch,  killed  twelve  trout,  4ilb.  ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  King,  seven  trout,  2Jlb.  Fishing  Loch  Ness,  on 
the  lOth,  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Gibb  killed  thirteen 
trout,  41b.  On  the  11th,  on  Loch  Mhor,  the  same 
gentlemen  had  a  nice  basket  of  sixteen  trout,  91b. ;  on 
the  12th  they  also  had  nine  trout,  5Jlb.  ;  and  on  the 
13th,  four  trout,  2Jlb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  King,  fishing  Loch 
Ness  on  the  13th,  killed  five  trout,  211).— S.  Tilstok. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  thunder  pelts  on 
the  hills  have  darkened  the  waters,  but  hardly  moved 
them  otherwise — in  fact,  they  are  smaller  than  ever. 
Sport  is  very  slack,  a  few  grilse  and  an  occasional 
salmon  being  all  that  is  had  on  miles  and  miles  of  the 
Dee.   On  the  Ballater  Waters  and  about  Balmoral  the 
few  anglers  out  are  meeting  with  fair  success,  chiefly 
in  the  evening  and  morning,  but  trout  fishers  are 
making  capital  baskets  in  the  streams.    On  the  Kin- 
neskie  water  Mr.  J.  W.  Roxburgh,  Levenbank,  James- 
town, has  had  a  few  days  among  the  grilse  and  sea- 
trout,  and  been  fairly  successful.     On  the  Feugh 
Mr.    James    Ross    and    friend,  Denny,   have  had 
baskets  of  51b.,  61b.,  and  up  to  81b.  apiece,  while 
other    anglers    have    met    with    similar  success. 
On  the  Culter  water  the  other  evening  Mr.  Gordon 
landed  a  fine  pike  of  281b.  on  Mackay's  (Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen)  special  pike  tackle;  while  some  good  trout 
fishing  has  been  got  on  the  side  streams  with  the 
recent  heavy  rains.    Finnock  are  just  beginning  to 
appear  in  the  tidals.     On  the  Don  a  strong  force 
of    anglers  are    forward,   the    best    baskets  being 
made    by    Mr.    W.   P.   Campbell,    Mr.  Lumsden, 
and  others,  between  9  p.m.  and  11  p.m.,  chiefly  to 
the  Wickham  Fancy  and  kindred  lures.     On  the 
Deveron  little  sport  is  being  got  on  account  of  the 
low,  clear  state  of  the  water ;  but  on  the  Ugie  very 
good  baskets  are  made  daily  by  those  caring  to  use  the 
clear  water  worm  method.    Finnock  are  now  beginning 
to  make  their  appearance  in  the  offing,  and  the  summer 
run  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  Dee  and  coast  is 
steadily  increasing. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  are  still 
low  and  very  clear.  In  the  Annan  the  herliiig  appeared 
on  Saturday  night  (July  13),  and  on  July  14  they 
swarmed  up  the  river  in  several  large  shoals.  Catches 
of  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  were  reported.  Several  fine 
herling  have  been  caught  with  fly  and  worm. 
There  must  now  be  a  fair  head  of  herling 
the    middle    reaches    of    the    Annan.  Every 


in 

day    now  will   bring  up    more    fresh  runs.  Mr. 
W.  Wright  took  four  with  small  fly  and  four  on 
Monday.    Mr.   McGiverin  had  a  good    basket  on 
Monday  night,  and  also  on  Tuesday  night  with  the  fly, 
and  Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  caught  four  on  Monday  night, 
and  had  a  larger  basket  on  Tuesday  evening  with 
the  night  fly.    Mr.  Lees-Gardner  caught  eight  fine 
herling  on  Monday  morning  inNortbflcet  water,  with 
worm  bait.    Mr.  John  Jackson  caught  four  herling 
and  two  dozen  yellow  trout.  In  the  Mount  Annan  and 
Hoddom  Castle  reaches  some  fairly  good  sport  is  being 
obtained.    Mr.  J.  Rae  had  four  or  five  sea  trout  and 
as  many  herling  in  Castlemilk  water.     Not  much 
is  doing  in  the   upper  reaches  of  the  river.  Mr. 
Thorburn   had  one  sea  trout   and   a   few  yellow 
trout    in    the    Dinwoodie  water  with    the  night 
fly,   and  Mr.  Macdonald  had  also  one  sea  trout 
in    the    same    water.     In    the    Mid  -  Nithsdale 
water  a  few  sea  trout  are  being  caught  at  fly.  Sport 
is   rather  quiet  in    the   Lower   Nith,    but  a  few 
herling  have  ascended  the  Cluden  and  Cairn.    A  fine 
show  of  herling  are  now  appearing  in  the  Newton 
Stewart  Crec.     The  Gatehouse  Fleet  is  very  low  and 
sport  poor.    Sport  on  the  Ayrshire  lochs  has  fallen  off. 
The  rivers  are  far  too  low  and  clear  in  Ayrshire  for 
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sport  at  present.  In  the  Solway  the  uetsmen  have 
been  getting  good  hauls  of  sea  trout. — Heatheebell. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  July  8,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotto, 
on  Loch  Craggie,  had  thirteen  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Annandale,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight,  3Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eleven,  41b. ;  Mr.  Broad- 
bent,  on  the  Kyle,  four,  61b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Annandale,  on  Loch  Slam,  fifteen,  61b.  ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gotto,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven.  On  the  10th, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Annandale,  on  Loch  Slam,  twenty,  8|lb.; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotto,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twelve,  S'jlb.,  and  one  ferox, 
51b. ;  Messrs.  Broadbent  and  Blain,  on  the  Kyle, 
twenty,  451b. ;  Mr.  Dumford,  on  Loch  Deirn,  nine- 
teen, Tflb.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  and  Sirs.  Gotto,  on 
Loch  Slam,  one  salmon,  71b.,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and 
nine  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Deirn,  twenty- 
one,  Tjlb.  ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty-one, 
9|lb.  ;  Mr.  Dumford,  on  the  Kyle,  two,  SJlb.  On  the 
12th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotto,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirteen, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  eighteen,  6Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Titley,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven ;  Mr.  Annandale, 
on  Loch  Hallam,  twenty.  71b.  On  the  13th,  Mr. 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Dum- 
ford, on  Loch  Deirn,  eleven,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Titley,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  eight,  41b.  The 'weather  dm-ing  the 
past  week  has  been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing. — M. 
MacInnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

Fishing  here  is  almost  a  blank,  the  rivers  have  not 
been  so  low  for  many  years,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  a 
flood ;  dm-ing  the  day  the  heat  is  intense.  The  only 
takes  to  hand  are  a  few  trout,  caught  in  the  early 
morning.  On  the  Tweed  on  Satm-day,  Mr.  J.  Thomp- 
son had  61b. ;  on  Monday  Mr.  J.  Eobson,  51b.,  and 
on  Tuesday  the  same  angler  had  a  beautiful  lot  of 
trout,  111b.,  caught  with  maggot  and  worm. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (co.  Mayo). — River  in  good  order,  and 
pools  well  stocked  with  fish,  but  rising  badly  on 
account  of  sunshine  and  low  water.  There  were  some 
fish  killed  during  the  week  with  the  few  rods  that 
were  out,  all  local  anglers,  as  we  have  no  strangers 
here  at  present.  AH  we  want  is  a  break  in  the 
weather  to  have  good  sport.  There  is  some  good  sea- 
trout  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  late  in  the  evening. 
The  lough  is  fishing  fairly  well. — John  Devebs. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trouting  on  the  Dams 
continues  rather  dull,  as  angling  is  largely  confined 
to  the  evening  rise.  On  the  local  streams  very  little 
was  done  in  the  past  fortnight,  as  they  are  low  and 
clear.  A  heavy  flood  is  required  in  the  Crumlin, 
Clady,  Lagan,  Crossgar,  etc.,  to  improve  sport.  Perch 
and  bream  fishing  on  the  Lagan  and  Moira  Canal  is 
indiflerent. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  Corrib  is  well  stocked  with 
peal,  and  the  water  is  falling  low.  Amongst  those  out 
lately  were:  Mr.  Gibbons,  Major  Drury,  Mr.  B. 
Russell,  Colonel  Wetherell,  Captain  Cunlifie,  and  Mr. 
T.  G.  P.  Hallett.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek). — Bright  hot 
weather  prevailed  again  during  the  past  week  in  con- 
sequence of  which  sport  was  poor.  Mr.  J.  Hone  took 
four  salmon  during  the  past  week  of  171b.,  61b.,  71b., 
and  51b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  two  of  101b.  and  61b. ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Stone  took-  one  of  61b.  At  time  of  writing 
the  river  is  very  low,  and  until  there  is  a  heavy  down- 
fall of  rain  good  sport  will  not  be  had. — M.  Rogan  & 
Sons. 

Gowla  Fishery  (Connemara). — On  July  16  Mr. 
Perry  Eathdowney  caught  nine  trout  and  one  salmon. 
iStumerous  large  catches  have  been  had  during  the 
past  week. — Ologhlen. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  very  slack  on  all 
the  principal  Kerry  rivers,  owing  to  sultry  weather 
and  low  waters.    Prospects  are  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  shown  much  improvement 
with  salmon  and  brown  trout  on  lake  and  river.  The 
prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  better,  as  heavy  rain 
is  falling.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiotigh  Cnrrane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Only  a  few  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  are  being  had 
daily,  although  the  weather  has  been  favourable 
enough  at  times.  Prospects,  however,  are  better. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — Some  good  trouting  was  again 
obtained  on  this  lake  during  the  past  week.  The 
Rev.  M.  Archdale  landed  several  fine  brown  trout  and 
gillarooes  over  21b.  each.  Mr.  Andrews,  Mr.  C.  Reilly, 
Mr.  Doherty,  and  Mr.  J.  Timmony  took  several 
baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout,  containing 
from  ten  to  seventeen  trout  of  a  fair  average  size.— 
M.  RoGAN  &  Sons. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim).— The  Maine  is  low  and 
trouting  is  practically  confined  to  night  fishing.  On 
the  Andraid  Ford  sections,  Mr.  George  Henry,  Mr.  W. 
Henry,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Morton,  and  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor, 
Belfast,  had  some  excellent  takes,  ten  trout  reaching 
4Jlb.  It  is  a  pleasing  thing  to  record  that  the  brown 
trout  are  increasing  in  the  Maine.  They  would  be 
more  plentiful  were  it  not  so  overrun  by  pike  from 
Lough  Neagh. — J.  A.  B. 


Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Sport  here  during  the  last  few  days  has  much 
improved.  All  the  pools  well  stocked  with  grilse  and 
sea-trout.  Mr.  Scroop  had  nine  grilse,  521b. ;  Mr. 
J.  F.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  fishing  here,  rose  eight  fish, 
hooked  four,  and  killed  four,  261b. ;  Captain  Lynch, 
four  grilse,  221b. ;  Mr.  C.  Browning,  five  grilse,  271b. ; 
Mr.  Perry,  seven  grilse,  411b. ;  Mr.  J.  Done,  five  grilse, 
271b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  doing  well,  Mr.  Milling's 
best  take  on  one  day  being  fifteen,  lljlb.  Some  nice 
takes  of  trout  were  got  on  the  loughs,  and  an  occa- 
sional grilse.  Mr.  Bruce  had  eleven  pike,  1091b. 
(largest  271b.)  ;  Mr.  Lucie,  fifteen  pike,  1401b.  (largest 
251b.). — Pat  Heaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Low 
water ;  scorching  hot  weather ;  blue  skies ;  sport 
nil.  -S.  J.  HuBLEY. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — There  is  no  change  of  sport  on 
the  Mourne,  Ballinderry,  Blaokwater,  &c.,  nor  won't 
be  till  a  heavy  flood  sweeps  them.  Up  to  date,  trout- 
ing in  Tyrone  has  been  indifferent. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Nmnbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been 
out.  To-day  (July  17th)  sea  calm ;  temperature  over 
100  degrees  "in  the  sun.  Mackerel  "schooling  "  within 
a  mile  of  the  shore.  Seine  netsmen  off.  Large 
herring  gulls  settling  down  in  the  middle  of  the 
"  schools."  Boat  anglers  are  catching  whiting,  pout, 
and  plaice. — H. 

Darrsmaue  and  Dingle  (co.  Kerry); — Sport  has 
been  good  at  all  fish  usually  had  here  up  to  Tuesday, 
when  the  weather  broke  and  no  angling  has  been  done 
since.— T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Little  has  been  done  upon 
the  pier  during  the  past  week,  though  on  several  days 
the  water  has  been  of  good  colour.  Pouting  are  still 
very  scarce,  and  flatfish  of  all  kinds  are  entirely 
wanting.  Mr.  Sexton  took  five  good  pollack  On 
July  12,  and  some  half  score  others  have  since  been 
caught,  Surgeon-General  Paske  and  several  other 
gentlemen  getting  hold  of  some  large  ones  which 
smashed  them  up.  A  small  sea  bream,  a  green  wrasse, 
and  some  four  score  pouting  have  constituted  the 
entire  catch  to-day  CWednesday).  The  water  is  in 
splendid  colour,  though  perhaps  a  trifle  bright  for 
pollack. — J.  RiCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — We  are  having  grand  summer 
weather.  Yachts  in  harbour  and  numbers  of  visitors 
in  the  town.  The  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  Any 
amount  of  pollack  in  the  bay,  and  shoals  of  mackerel 
even  in  the  harbour;  pollack  up  to  121b.  and  141b. 
each.  Silver  whiting  and  gurnard  very  plentiful,  and 
good  takes  of  salmon  made  by  netsmen. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  is  still  perfect  for  sea 
fishing — a  gentle  breeze,  and  water  as  calm  as  a  mill- 
pond.  Plenty  of  pollack  are  being  caught,  and  some 
very  large.  There  are  still  plenty  of  bass  in  the 
estuary  of  the  river  Yealm,  and  they  take  the  bait 
freely.  There  has  not,  so  far,  been  many  caught  off 
the  Rame  and  Penlee.  I  counted  this  morning  some 
thirty  or  forty  boats  at  anchor  near  the  Bddystone,  in 
the  thirty-fathom  line,  fishing  for  whiting.  The  water 
was  so  calm  there  was  scarcely  a  motion  in  the  boat, 
although  they  were  about  twelve  miles  oS  land.  A 
friend  of  mine  has  had  a  nice  catch  of  red  mullet  in 
the  trammel. — W.  Hbaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.  —  Bass  have  been  taken  from  the 
Marina,  also  a  few  eels.  Mr.  Tanton  had  a  good 
catch  of  eels  last  week,  several  going  a  pound  and 
over,  otherwise  the  fishing  still  remains  quiet. — Geey 
Mullet. 

Scarborough.— Boat  anglers  are  getting  a  few 
silver  whiting  and  flatfish„and  pier  anglers  plaice  and 
dabs  off  the  end  of  the  far  pier.  Good  takes  of  salmon 
have  been  made  by  netsmen  in  Filey  Bay  during  the 
past  week. — H. 

Valentia.  —  Sport  continues  good  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream,  but  bass  have  afforded 
little  or  no  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Sport  has  been  good  in  all  depart- 
ments of  sea  fishing  here,  especially  at  pollack  and 
whiting.  Scad  and  mackerel  are  numerous  m  the 
small  bay.— T.  J.  D. 


"Notwithstanding  the  fact  that,"  says  the  Darhng- 
ton  Echo,  "  there  is  only  a  cupful  of  weeds  and  water 
in  the  Tees,  owing  to  want  of  rain,  and  the  sun  is 
burning  down  all  day  with  sufficient  force  to  give  any- 
body a  stroke,  the  ardent  anglers  of  Darlington  and 
district  don't  seem  to  care  a  jot,  and  every  day  m  the 
week  scores  of  them  may  be  seen  in  the  vicinity  of 
Croft  Bridge,  lashing  the  water  furiously  with  the 
wily  fly,  or  with  painful  patience  running  the  maggot. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  hardly  ever  get  a  fish, 
and  if  they  did  it  would  only  be  an  old  '  scaly,'  which 
often  is  diseased  at  this  time  of  year.  However,  an 
angler  is  happy  when  he  is  fishing  whether  he  gets 
anything  or  not,  but  at  the  same  time  the  advice  of  an 
old  hand  to  them  is,  let  the  river  alone  till  a  good 
flood  comes  down  and  clears  all  the  dirt  and  disease 
out." 


Jingling  ^^ijefurcs. 


July  21. 

Belgravo  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
C.  and  D.  V.  List :  Match  at  Woking. 
Cobden  ;  Match  at  Slough. 
Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
David  Pithouse  free  competition. 
Elgin :  Outing. 

Forest  Gate  :  Outing  to  Bures. 
Harcourt ;  Match  at  Langley. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Medway. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
Phoenix  :  Match  at  Shepperton. 
Royal  Oak. — Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
South  London  United  Visiting  List:  Outing  to 
Yalding. 

Stratford :  Match  at  Hatfiold-Poverel. 

Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

Wenlock  :  Outing  to  Cheshunt. 
July  22. 

Dibdin:  Visit. 
July  25. 

New  Albions :  Sea  Fish  Outing. 
July  27. 

Lychnobites :  Summer  dinner  at  Frensham  Hotel, 
Farnham. 


July  28. — AUason  United  :  Cup  competition. 

„  28. — Oolebrook  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

„  28.— Crown  and  Buckland:  Match  at  Yalding. 

„  28. — Earlsfield  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

„  28.— Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

„  28.— Prince  of  Wales  :  Prize  Outing. 

,,  28.— Victoria  Brothers :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 


IReports  from  Clube, 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List). — On  July  15  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was 
given  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society.  On 
the  roll-call  fourteen  clubs  responded,  and  their 
Anglers'  Benevolent  box  contained  12s.  The  next 
return  visit  will  go  to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials,  date 
later.  The  free  competition  at  Langley  on  July  21 
will  be  for  all  competitors  to  come  dovm  by  the  first 
train,  register  names  at  North  Star,  start  by  signal 
from  bridge,  to  fish  in  Langley  and  Tank  Pounds,  one 
rod;  cease  fishing  at  6.45,  no  fish 'weighed  in  after  7.30. 
— J.  Habbis. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.G.- Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  from 
the  St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  the  proceeds  of  their 
concert  and  box;  also  per  Mr.  Harris,  the  Jubilee 
Angling  Society,  from  their  box,  £2  5s.  At  the  last 
meeting  one  grant  of  £5  was  made.  The  committee 
and  trustees  are  requested  to  attend  on  Friday,  July 
26,  at  8.30  sharp ;  very  important.— S.  Malby,  9,  Can- 
terbury-road, Islington,  N. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— Our  dinner  and  distribution  was 
everything  we  could  wish,  Mr.  Wilson  supplying  a 
good  spread  to  which  ample  justice  was  done,  thirty- 
six  sitting  down  to  same.  Owing  to  our  long  list  of 
prizes  our  concert  had  to  be  short,  but  under  the 
direction  of  our  members,  G.  Strong  and  J.  Tipper, 
we  were  well  supplied  with  talent,  which  included 
Mr.  Jim  O'Brien,  B.  Coleman,  Mr.  Bates,  Mr.  French, 
and  a  host  of  others.  A  good  many  prizes  were 
promised  for  the  season.  In  the  match  on  July  14 
only  two  prizes  taVen.— C.  M.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
—On  July  17  we  added  to  our  list  of  membership, 
ditto  prizes  —  the  latest  is  from  Mr.  E.  B.  Head, 
one  and  a-half  guineas.  H.  Slack  had  bream  and 
large  tench  ;  Wheeler,  tench  and  bream  ;  and  several 
other  members  had  fish.  Our  Cup  Competition  takes 
place  at  Slough  (A.  A.  waters)  on  July  28.  All 
members  who  intend  to  go  must  pay  on  Wednesday 
or  Saturday  to  secretary. 

Nobeis  Competition. 

There  are  several  societies  who  have  not  yet  sent 
the  return  of  tickets,  and  it  is  a  shame  to  keep  us 
waiting  when  we  ought  to  have  settled  up  a  fortnight 
ago .  I  again  ask  -.those  benevolent  secretaries  to 
send  me  the  tickets,  etc.  Mr.  Woodward  (Jubilee 
Angling  Society)  and  another  club  angler  will  audit 
the  accounts,  which  are  waiting  for  quite  twelve  clubs 
returns. — Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Kensington. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  July  14  our 
trays  were  well  filled  with  roach,  bream,  and  dace, 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE. 

The  Summer  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  be  published  on  Friday,  July  26,  when  all 
matter  mtended  for  insertion  should  arrive  as  earlt/ 
as  'possible.  Advertisers  will  oblige  by  sending 
copy  (if  proofs  are  wanted)  not  later  than  July  19. 

weighed  in  by  the  following :— Messrs.  Utting,  281b.  4oz  • 
Brandon,   161b.    7Joz. ;    Frost,   111b.   5oz. ;  Smarti 
dlb.  8ioz.    Since  last  report  Mr.  Hall  has  weighed  in 
dace  (two  heaviest,  15oz.  and  13Joz.).- J.  Chambers 
Amicable  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
f'  Worship -square.— We  had  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  last.    Several  good  shows  of  fish  were 
weighed  in  on  July  14  by  Messrs.   Moir,  Reeves 
Harris,  Soan,.  Clapham.    The  first  outing  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  1  at  Hatfield  Peveril,  Baddow  Brid<^e 
to  the  weir ;  tow-path  only.— G.  Haynes.  °  ' 

<  ^CHOB  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— Our  outing  to  Yalding 
resulted  as  follows  :  first,  Mr.  E.  Stokes  ;  second  Mr 
;  o,?°f  •  .y^^  weighed  in  a  splendid  roach 

of  21b.  by  Mr.  G.  Mallet.    Mr.  Arrow  also  weighed  in 
some  mce  roach.     Tickets  for  the  competition  on 
J  uly  21  can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J.  Jones.— E  Stokes 
Battebsba   Fbiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,   S.W.— Mr.  S.  Aplin  took 
first  prize  m  our  match  at  Yalding  on  the  14th  The 
three  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  July  21 
from  Hampton  Ferry  to  Walton  Bridge,  Surrey  side! 
tow  path  only  ;  jack  barred.    Train  from  Waterloo  at 
(.au  and  8.3  from  Clapham  Junction.    Return  by  8  15 
from  Hampton.    Mr.  P.  Peckhouse  and  Mr.  R  Peck 
hoose  were  nominated  as  working   members —A 
Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  VauxhaU- 
bridge-road,  S.W.— Our  match  on  July  14  at  Woking 
was  a  blank.  Same  will  be  fished  again  on  July  21 
Mr.  Groom  our  worthy  host,  has  become  an  honorary 
member.— W.  Payne.  ^ 

Bebmondsey  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.-We  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish  on  July  14.  Mr.  Spider,  roach  and  bream,  81b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  bream,  among  them  two 
roach  weighing  31b.  S^oz.,  largest  roach  lib.  IBoz., 
total  81b. ;  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
and  bream,  71b.  We  fish  our  July  series  of  prizes  at 
Yalding  on  July  21,  Conditions  the  same  as  the 
Piggett  °°        Visiting  List  Competition.— C.  G, 

Bebmondsey  Constitutional  Piscatoeial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.B.-Several  mem- 
bers fished  m  our  first  competition  at  Pulborough  but 
only  one  prize  was  taken,  Mr.  F.  Miller  being  the 

^T%A^'^^  ^  .W^-  J-  Martin  had  a 

splendid  show  of  bream  and  roach  from  other  waters 

— A.  W.  WOODHEAD. 

Bloomsbdby  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  July  14 
Mr.  R.  Lummes  weighed  in  tench,  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson 
dace  and  Mr.  C  Davis  roach.  On  July  17  it'wS 
decided  to  keep  the  books  open  until  Wednesday  next, 
Ju  y  24,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be  paid  without 
tail. — T.  Pateenosteb. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms  Marl 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.-Since  last  report  several' 
members  have  been  out,  with  the  following  results : 

^r.!,  K^^-*  ^"""^^  .^{^-  te^^'l^'  ""acli  and 

perch  heaviest  roach  lib.  3foz. ;  Mr.  Cecil,  tench.  On 
July  14  we  held  our  first  club  competition  at  King's 
i^angley,  but  members  met  with  poor  results.  Messrs 
A  Brown,  Dungate  and  F.  Briggs  were  successful  in 
the  order  named.— H.  Mooee. 

BuELiNGTON  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn- 
wall-road, Westbourne  Park.— A  meeting  took  place 
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on  Monday  (July  15),  but  owing  to  the  weather  no 
members  had  been  out.  The  secretary  read  a  letter 
from  the  Association,  and  other  business  was  gone 
through  ;  two  more  honorary  members  were  elected 
Eigbt  private  prizes  have  been  promised,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  this  being  added  to.— J.  W.  Morgan 
Cambridge  Heath  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,' 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— Our  roving  match  at  Harlow  on  July  21  will 
be  for  eight  prizes.  The  boundary  is  from  Harlow 
Bridge  to  Latton  Mill,  all  competitors  to  alight  at 
Harlow,  start  fishing  at  nine  o'clock,  and  show  fish 
not  later  than  eight  p.m.  at  the  Railway  Tavern 
Burnt  Mill.  Messrs.  S.  Hadkiss  and  E.  Argent  will 
officiate  as  stewards.  On  July  14  we  had  another  nice 
snow,  the  following  weighing  in :— M.  G  Webb 
roach;  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss,  roach;  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  chub 
and  dace;  Mr.  E.  Argent,  roach;  Mr.  R.  Anderson 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  H.  Deverill  and  Mr.  G  Wood- 
ward, roach.  We  made  two  new  working  members  at 
last  meeting,  Mr.  W.  Pritchard  and  Mr.  H.  Morgan 
— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— In  our  competition  at  Henley 
all  four  prizes  were  won.  W.  Mann  first,  roach  and 
^r°®;,'  oJl'         ■  second,  21b.  5Joz. ;  H.  Taylor 

thu;d,  21b.  2ioz.  (also  taking  the  largest  roach  of  the 

t^^'v^\  ^^\°'  ^-  C.  Hoodless 

and  Elsley  also  having  fish.  From  other  waters 
Messrs.  Burton,  Lewis,  Parker,  S.  Dykes,  Fuller,  and 
Marshall  had  roach,  chub,  dace,  etc.  We  are 
getting  some  good  roach  from  a  spot  only  one  penny 
fare  from  the  club  house.— R.  Marshall. 

Clerkbnwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
it^^'^'^-t^''  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to 
the  Dibden  A.S.,  Pratt-street,  at  the  St.  Martin, 
Camden  Town,  on  Monday,  July  22.  Harcourt  and 
Uriginal  Clerkenwell  please  note.— P.  Castell 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Chf ton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station) 
b.E.— Some  of  our  members  will  take  part  in  the 
b.  ij.  U.  V.  List  Competition  on  July  21  at  Yaldin<^ 
The  remainder  will  fish  for  specimen  prize  for  roach 
given  by  Mr.  Leveind,  on  the  same  date  ;  all  fish  to  be 
weighed  m  by  10  o'clock.— E.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.-On  July  14  several 
members  weighed  in:-Mr.  C.  Archer  61b.  of  roach 

r^t^'^T'  ^^xV^^^"^  ^'^'1  Keen  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  also  Mr.  H.  Bampton  a  few  nice  rudd.  I  wish 
to  remind  members  of  an  outing  for  seven  prizes  on 
August  4  and  5  (open  waters),  no  one  to  weigh  in  later 
than  10.45  on  any  of  the  two  evenings,  and  gross 
weight  to  count  for  two  days.  Also  there  is  a  valuable 
prize  given  by  Mr.  H.  Howell  for  second  Sunday  in 
August  at  St.  Neots.  Further  particulars  at  club- 
nouse.    Guide  books  are  now  ready.— E.  J.  Hunt 

COBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W^On  July  14  the  following  weighed  in  :- 
Messrs.  G.  Percival,  bream;  E.  Baiter,  roach  and 
bream ;  J.  Dunn,  roach ;  and  A.  Duncan,  trout.  On 
duly  zi  our  first  private  match  takes  place  at  Slough 
roving;  two  rods.  Go  down  by  midnight  train' 
register  names  on  arrival  at  Western  InS;  register 
fish  not  later  than  8.16  p.m.,  and  return  by  8.58  train 
?Z=^W-.T^''^  ^^'^^         P^^'^ds.^  Thirteen 

COLEBBOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street  Islington,  N.— We  have  arranged  an 
outmg  for  July  28  to  Amberley  ;  prizes  to  be  finally 
settled  at  oui-  next  meeting,  July  18.  Sport  has  been 
slow  since  last  report.— Thos.  Wm.  Johnson 

COLLiNGwoOD    ANGLING   SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  July  14  Mr  w' 
Poole,  carp;  Mr.  H.  Warr,  bream;  Mr.  F.  Beames! 
roach ;  Mr.  C.  Poole,  bream  ;  Mr.  H.  Stump,  roach! 
Members  please  turn  up  on  Wednesday  to  arrange 
prize  outing.     Please  also  note  that  the  train  for 
Yalding  on  July  21  will  be  Cannon-street  Station 
7  a.m  ;  return  7.22  p.m.    One  rod  only  to  be  carried.' 
Tickets  from  Mr.  Sorge  or  Mr.  W.  Poole.— P.  P  Soege 
Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.-On  Wednesday  the 
following  outmgs  were  arranged  :— August  11,  Paddock 
Wood  ;  Sept.  1,  Cookham  ;  and  Oct.  6,  Staines.  Mr. 
E.  Crane  has  kindly  given  a  prize  for  second  largest 
roach  during  October.    On  July  14  there  was  a  nice 
show  of  fish  on  the  trays.    Mr.  Lovett,  bream,  barbel 
and  roach  ;  J.  T.  White,  roach;  and  J.  White,  bream' 
chub  roach,  and  dace.    The  bream  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  for  preservation.— J.  White 
OovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms 
ong-acre,  W.C.-On  July  14  Mr.   James  Massed 
weighed  in  bream  (largest  31b.  730Z.)  and  roach ;  Mr 
Gutbush,  bream  (largest  31b.  5oz.) ;  W.  Hopping,  bream, 
ana  John  Massey  a  nice  show  of  roach.— W  M 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms  Clerkenwell  Green.-We  had  a  grand  show  on 
July  14  of  carp,  bream,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  by  the 
following  members  :-Messrs.  Haines,  Mackdonald, 
Sherwood,  and  Walters.— J.  Steadman. 

Dalbton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Bro^ow-street,  Dalston.-On  July  14,  the  members 
fashed  a  pegged  down  match  for  five  prizes,  value  10s  6d 
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each,  at  Watoringbury.  Result:  Mr.  A.  Wild  first 
A.  P..  Lloyd,  junior,  second;  R.  Mack,  third.    The  re 

on  July  21  ;  pegged  down;  members  to  travel  bv  the 

^^nlT^  T'^"*^  ^"""^  Liverpool-streot     In  my 

leport  last  week  I  omitted  to  state  that  Mr  Morgan 
had  a  nice  show  of  fish.  On  the  14th.  Mr  Swa  n  C 
some  very  nice  roach  from  other  waters.  MembeS 
are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  July  23  by  9 
o  clock  sharp-important.-S.  Malhy  ^ 
DiuDiN  Angling  Society,  St    Martin's  T,v«r„ 

on  the  C  p.y.L.  on  July  22,  when  we  hope  to  see  a 
flulv'l7TS""r^-  f  "^"^  ^"  Wednesday  nfghl 

SteVoSy.'l^^^'SN:^^^  -  --bor 

Duke  OF  Noepolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.-On  July  14  and 

ofC^  '^'rtk  T''  °^  °"  ^'^"^bers  were  out ;  Mr 
Otley,  chub,  51b.  one  going  close  on  31b.)  Messrs 
Severns,  roach,  41b.  S^oz.,  Barns,  chub,  Tucker,  oach,' 
Millctt,  roach,  and  Mr.  A.  Barrett,  nice  show  of  bream 

SlHrn?f'  general  meetIS 

win  take  place  for  the  revision  of  rules,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.-W.  JenkiJs 
P,ritfi''?r^Q  w^^^"*"^  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.-Our  outing  on  July  14  resulted  in 

loLh    vF:T  °^^yb<^'^g  t^'-  by  Ilr.  Anstee  wi  h 
roach    We  have  arranged  another  outing  for  July  28  • 
place  to  be  decided  at  our  next  meeting,  when  I -hope 
all  members  will  turn  up.— E.  H  Lane  ^ 
East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel 

TjuW  utl  ^^■^'^  ^^^"-^1  members  Jut 

on  July  14  but  met  with  poor  sport.    Mr.  J.  War^ent 

TaU^r  tlf      y  We  have  decided 

day.-E  DyT!ll°^  ""'^  *° 

rofd^T'^  Th?  f  ^f^^^o^i^i-s.  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E  — The  following  weighed  in  on  July  14-— 
Messrs.  J.  Head,  roach  ;  H.  Creeke,  bream  ;  J.  Durell 
bream;  and  B.  Sargent,  three  carp,  51b.  1.3ioz 
51b.  3oz  and  41b.  7oz.  respectively.  Our  July  outin:^ 
akes  place  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  next  at^Bu  es° 
three  prizes  One  day's  fish  only  to  weigh.-B  W  s' 
Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New! 
ton,  Union-s  reet  Middlesex  Hospital  W.-On  July  T4 
Messrs.  Fowler,  Crow,  Mowl,  Verity,' Kaberline,  and 

rudd     Mr         l\  'r°^'  P^^-^b.  roach'  and 

rudd.    Mr.  Mowl  had  one  roach  over  lib.  in  wei-ht 

T  '""^  '^^l^^t^  Tuesday 

A  W.  Sins  "^^'"^^^'^  up   for  same.- 

Robhf^^n^°''r';r  Angling  Society, 

T  ,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.- 

On  July  14  we  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  consisting  of 
bream,  dace  carp  chub,  perch,  and  roach,  contributed 
S^i  Pitch   T'w^;.^^f^^S-S'  ^-  Brooks, 

RaMan.-J.r.^°^S!' 

rn^rV'T^'f^  d''^^?''  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
roTh  Tl;  Marylebone.-On  July  14  we  had  some 
roach  and  bream  on  the  trays,  but  they  were  not  very 
large.  I  trust  members  will  not  forget  July  21  when 
our  match  at  Langley  takes  place.— A  E  Payne 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 

SUMMER  HOLIDAYS 

ON  THE 

NORFOLK,  SUFFOLK  AND  ESSEX  COASTS. 

BRACING  AIR,  HIGHLY  RECOMMENDED  BY 
THE  MEDICAL  FACULTY. 


YARMOUTH. 
LOWESTOFT. 
CROJIER. 
MUNDESLEY. 
CLACTON. 
WALTON. 
HUNSTANTON. 
KELIXSTOME. 
DOVEECOl'RT. 
ALDEBURGH. 
SOUTH  WOLD. 
.SOUTHEND. 
BURNHAMON- 
CROUGH. 
HARWICH. 
WROXHAIL 


^^I'Oyr.IST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and 
FRIDA\  to  TUESDAY  TIUKETS  fnim 
Livei-pool  Street  and  Submban  Stations 
also  East  London  Line  Stations. 

r.v4S*,'SP.^-^^^°  IMPROVED 
EXPRESS  SERVICE  of  TRAIN.S. 

„„,V;^KMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  and 
CROMER  in  three  lioui-s. 

BREAKFAST  and  DINING  CARS  on 
morning  and  evening  trains. 

SUPPER  TRAIN  to  CLACTON  from 
Liverpool  Street  at  niidniglit  on  Saturdays. 
E.Ncellent    facilities    for  YACHTING 

AND  BOAT  TOURS  and  many  other 
attractions. 


DAILY   CHEAP  EXCURSIONS 

TO 

SOUTHEND,  CLACTON,   WALTON  HARWICH 
EPPING  FOREST,  RYE  HOUSE,  &c. 

FARMHOUSE  AND  COUNTRY  LODGINGS  LIST. 

All  particulars  free  l.y  post  on  application  to  the  Siii.erint^ndent 
of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street  Station,  London,  e",^"'""''"^ 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  20,  1901 


Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  A.  C.  Fish  had 
a  grand  show  of  bream.  201b.  in  all.  Hope  members 
will  attend  on  Wednesday  (July  24)  for  very  special 
business. — \V.  J.  J.  Robinson. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.  —  On  July  14,  Mr.  Green 
weighed  in  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Wiltshire  bream. 
On  July  21  we  go  to  Harlow  for  roving  match  for  six 
prizes.  Leave  by  8.5  a.m.  train  from  Liverpool-street. 
Start  fishing  by  signal  after  roll-call  from  the  White 
Horse.  Show  fish  at  6  p.m.  at  same  house  ;  club- 
room,  9.30  p.m.,  and  weigh  at  10  p.m.  We  were  very 
sorry  to  hear,  on  Tuesday  night,  that  our  late 
respected  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  had  passed 
away.  Our  sympathy  is  with  his  relatives  in  their 
sad  loss. — B.  W.  Bishop. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  The  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich. — Mr.  G.  P.  Price  presided  over  the  ordinary 
monthly  meeting  on  July  12.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  another  eel-bobbing  contest  and  also  a  roach 
match  in  the  waters  of  the  Gipping  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  (by  invitation).  The  following  catches 
were  reported  : — Mr.  A.  E.  Sparkes,  bream,  roach,  and 
perch  from  the  Waveney  at  Beccles  ;  Mr.  E.  Stewart, 
bream  (largest  lib.  3Joz.),  dace,  and  roach  from  the 
Gipping ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Osborne,  roach  (total  weight  71b. 
6Joz.),  rudd  (largest  lib.  2^oz.),  and  one  tench  (21b.  9oz.) 
from  King's  Fleet  ;  Mr.  G.  Davies,  roach  from  the 
Gipping  at  Needham  Market. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Ganonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  July  14 :  Mr.  Wilkes,  61b.  lljoz.  bream  and 
roach,  the  two  best  roach  lib.  7foz.  and  lib.  4Joz.  ; 
Mr.  Burwash,  C.  carp ;  Mr.  Perry,  G.  carp ;  Mr. 
Brookman,  roach. — H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — The 
annual  dinners  took  place  on  Wednesday  and  Sunday 
last  at  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell's,  the  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead, 
Herts.  We  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  kind  atten- 
tion received,  and  the  admirable  way  in  which  we 
were  catered  for  on  both  occasions.  We  compete  for 
three  special  prizes  on  July  21  on  the  Medway,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  fish  at  Yalding  and 
Wateringbury.  Mr.  C.  Hayward  had  roach  on 
Saturday  last,  and  Mr.  W.  Wilshire  roach  on  Monday 
last.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — We  hold  our  next  competition 
on  July  21  (roving)  on  the  Medway.  During  the  week 
Mr.  J.  Entecott  weighed  in  a  nice  roach,  lib.  5Joz., 
and  Mr.  P.  Sturgess  bream  and  roach,  the  finest 
bream  scaling  lib.  10|oz. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  July  14  the 
following  weighed  in : — Messrs.  Cook  (roach)  and 
Symes  (roach) ;  Messrs.  Evens,  Biggs,  Watling,  and 
Hankins  (roach,  cAub,  and  gudgeon).  I  shall  be 
greatly  obliged  if  secretaries  will  send  in  returns  for 
Mr.  Killick's  benefit. — W.  Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.  —  Our  bi- 
monthly meeting  on  July  16  was  well  attended,  and 
the  information  that  we  had  secured  a  five  miles' 
stretch,  of  the  river  Dane  was  received  with  enthu- 
siasm. A  portion  of  Cranage  Brook  is  also  now  open 
to  us,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  Marbury  waters  at 
Wincham,  where  good  sport  with  pike  can  be  had, 
which  will  tend  to  while  away  the  time  during  the 
close  season  for  trout.  Arrangements  are  being  made 
for  the  first  outing  of  the  Association  (as  a  body)  to 
take  place  in  the  waters  just  acquired,  and  the  rc^sult 
will  be  looked  forward  to  with  considerable  interste. 
Our  next  bi-monthly  meeting  will  take  place  on 
July  30  instead  of  Aug.  6. — March  Brown. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — On  July  11  Mr.  Metz  favoured  us 
with  a  capital  show  of  tench,  and  on  July  14  Mr. 
Marlow  had  barbel  and  roach.  On  July  15  Mr.  Gray 
had  chub  and  gudgeon,  Mr.  Jones  gudgeon,  and 
Mr.  Haines  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  We  are 
arranging  a  special  prize  for  honorary  members,  of 
which  particulars  will  be  issued  shortly. — J.  Collins. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth,  S.E. — On  July  14  our 
trays  were  well  filled  with  a  grand  show  of  fish,  the 
following  members  weighing  in  :  Joe  Cheese,  bream  ; 
R.  Cheese,  bream ;  A.  Dawson,  bream  and  roach ;  G. 
Earl,  bream.  E.  Howies  weighed  in  the  first  barbel 
from  the  Thames  this  season ;  a  friead  also  weighed 
in  five  bream  weighing  121b. — E.  Rowles. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  July  15  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  Wells,  bream,  roach,  and 
perch ;  W.  Stutcli,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Ashby,  roach. 
Several  other  members  had  fish,  but  did  not  arrive  in 
time  to  weigh  in. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Our  outing  to  Yalding 
was  more  successful  than  the  last.  Mr.  W.  E.  Nayler 
won  first  prize  with  61b.  'Joz.,  bream ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Nayler,  second,  31b.  15oz.,  bream,  Mr.  C.  G.  Myers, 
third,  21b.  15oz.,  bream;  Mr.  G.  Bye,  21b.  5oz.,  bream. 


Several  other  members  had  small  takes  of  various  fish. 
Hope  all  members  will  show  up  next  week  as  we  have 
to  decide  the  conditions  of  our  challenge  cup  com- 
petition ;  also  the  gold  and  silver  medals  attached  to 
above  competition.  The  silver  badges  are  now  to  hand. 
— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — Since  last  report  we  have  had 
some  very  good  catches : — Messrs.  Tamer  151b.  of 
bream,  Preston  61b.  of  bream,  Johnson  31b.  of  bream. 
Price  one  bream,  and  Rawson  61b.  of  perch  and  one 
bream.  Anglers  fishing  round  the  banks — 751b.  of 
bream,  201b.  of  roach,  and  121b.  of  perch. — F.  Dixon. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — We 
had  our  annual  dinner  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Burn- 
ham-on-Crouch,  on  July  14,  and  a  very  enjoyable  day 
was  spent.  On  our  arrival  waggonettes  took  us  to 
Southminster  and  back,  then  came  dinner,  and  the 
afternoon  was  spent  in  sailing.  The  saloon  provided 
by  the  G.E.B.  was  perfection.  Special  prizes  on 
July  21  at  Dagenham  Lake.  Several  more  prizes  have 
been  added  to  our  list  for  the  coming  season.  Mr. 
Cohen  has  been  proposed  as  an  hon.  member  and  F. 
Stetohbury  as  a  working  member. — George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.  —  On  July  14  Messrs.  Carr, 
Norman  and  May  had  a  few  roach.  On  July  17  we 
had  a  very  good  meeting ;  Mr.  Norman  was  elected 
president,  and  Mr.  Carter  vice-president.  A  brake 
will  go  to  Shepperton  on  July  21 ;  members  who  go 
down  otherwise  must  wait;  all  to  quit  fishing  at  five 
o'clock — one  rod,  three  prizes,  bank  only.  Mr.  Norman 
will  present  a  jewel  for  best  Wednesday  attendances 
for  next  six  months. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  July  14  only  three  members 
weighed  in,  Messrs.  W.  Price,  J.  Taylor,  W.  Payne, 
the  latter  having  101b.  of  bream,  amongst  which  was  a 
club  specimen  of  3^1b.  Tuesday  evening  (July  16) 
there  was  only  a  fair  muster,  so  that  an  outing  could 
not  be  arranged.  Mr.  Shepherd  read  the  delegates' 
report,  which  was  passed.  Will  members  turn  up 
strong  next  week  to  arrange  an  outing '? — P.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  July  14  only  two  mem- 
bers weiged  in,  viz.,  Messrs.  Pope  and  H.  Lewis,  who 
had  some  very  fine  fish.  On  July  17  we  had  a  very 
well  attended  meeting,  and  made  a  member,  also 
added  three  prizes  to  our  list.  On  Wednesday  next, 
business  will  start  9  o'clock  sharp. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  July  14  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  G.  Bond,  bream  and  roach ;  T.  Parker, 
rudd,  and  Tisshaw,  roach.  Our  prize  outing  will  take 
place  on  July  21  from  Fish  and  Eels  to  St.  Margaret's 
Bridge.  All  to  get  out  at  Rye  House  in  the  morning, 
— F.  Pignattle. 

South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List. 
— Be  Yalding  match  on  July  21,  the  railway  company 
are  making  special  arrangements  for  the  train  leaving 
Cannon-street  7.4,  London-bridge  7.6,  New  Cross  7.14, 
returning  by  the  7.22  at  Yalding,  without  changing  at 
Paddock  Wood.  Final  delegate  meeting  Friday  night 
(July  19), 8.30,  at  Mason's  Arms,  East-street,  Walworth, 
to  arrange  prize  list,  etc.  Tickets  will  be  on  sale  on 
morning  of  match,  to  prevent  any  disappointment,  at 
Station  Hotel,  by  A,  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — On  July  14  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish.  All 
the  remaining  prizes  were  taken.  H.  Smith,  bream 
and  roach;  F.  Jevvson,  bream  and  roach;  Rushton, 
bream  and  roach ;  Jolly,  bream  ;  Johnson,  bream  and 
roach ;  Woodford,  roach ;  C.  Bowling,  roach  ;  Oray- 
thorne,  roach ;  Rapley,  roach  ;  Stothart,  roach  ;  Clap- 
shaw,  bream;  Beattie,  bream.  On  July  19  we  hold  a 
general  meeting  re  rules. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— On  Tuesday 
evening  we  had  a  large  attendance.  A  special  meeting 
will  be  held  on  July  -30,  at  8.30  p.m.  New  menders 
are  requested  to  attend.  The  clock  won  by  Mr.  Ansty 
will  be  presented.  Some  good  class  roach  were  weighed 
in  by  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Ansty ;  also  mixed  baskets 
by  Messrs.  E.  Barker,  T.  Lucas,  H.  Pain,  D.  Adams, 
J.  Boreham,  A.  Lidbetter,  and  W.  Eyke.— A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  July  10 
Mr.  Bacon  weighed  in  roach  ;  three  new  members  were 
also  elected.  Our  match  for  July  21  will  take  place 
at  Hatfield  Peverel.  Members  can  go  by  the  last 
train  Saturday  night,  train  leaves  Forest  Gate  at 
12.21.  Conditions  are  peg  down  first  hour,  then  roving 
between  Blackbridge  and  Granary,  one  rod  to  count ; 
cease  fishing  four  o'clock. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  July  14  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in  :  Messrs.  W.  Drage,  tench  and  roach ; 
F.  Beak,  bream  and  roach ;  R.  Cleminson,  roach ; 
J.  Wood,  roach;  S.  Drage,  gudgeon. — F.  Beak. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Will  members  kindly 
note  for  outing  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  next,  that  we 
start  from  Railway  Hotel  at  Yalding  at  eight  o'clock 


Saturday  evening,  and  meet  at  same  house  on  Sunday 
evening  seven  o'clock,  for  seven  valuable  prizes.  The 
following  weighed  in  on  July  14,  A.  Dinegate,  barbel 
and  bream,  A  Glass,  tench,  rudd,  and  one  jack, 
101b.  15oz.,  caught  on  a  roachpole  tight  line.  Mr. 
Glass  says,  a  member  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society 
kindly  put  the  net  under  the  fish. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  July  11  we  had  a  nice  show 
of  bream,  roach,  dace  and  eels,  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ison,  and  on  July  14  our  trays  were  well  filled  with 
fish,  brought  up  by  the  following  members ;  Mr. 
Robinson,  roach  ;  Mr.  Calicut,  perch  and  roach  ;  Mr. 
Odart,  perch  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Piper,  roach  and  eels  : 
Mr.  Hows,  bream;  Mr.  Baldwin,  roach.  Othe. 
members  had  fish,  but  were  too  late  to  weigh  in 
There  are  still  some  privilege  tickets  at  the  club 
house,  if  members  who  have  not  taken  them  up  will 
call  for  them. — W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  on 
July  21  at  Cheshunt,  roving.  On  July  14  we  had  a 
good  show,  as  follows :  Mr.  Renn,  roach  ;  Mr.  Heir, 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  Stymian,  bream.  Best  fish  weighed 
31b.  7oz.  Mr;  R.  Bell  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and 
rudd  which  graced  our  trays  on  July  14.  Several 
other  members  also  had  fish,  but  arrived  too  late  to 
weigh  in. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Bbothbbs  Angling  Society,  Goaoh 
and  Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford.  —  We  had  some 
decent  trays  of  fish  at  the  above  club  on  July  14, 
when  the  following  weighed  in :  Messrs.  Vale,  Tyler, 
Newton,  sen.,  Newton,  jun.,  T.  Miller,  roach  ;  Pet- 
hurst,  roach  and  bream  ;  Burling,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Hall,  bream ;  Kettenus,  perch  and  tench.  —  R. 
Lowther. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — On  July  14  we 
had  a  capital  show  of  fish  weighed  in  by  the  following 
members: — F.  Cresswell,  bream,  28Jlb.,  largest  21b. 
lOoz. ;  W.  Brown,  bream  and  roach  ;  H.  Brown,  bream 
and  roach  ;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  bream  ;  G.  Evans,  perch, 
largest  lib.  14oz.  Total  weight,  711b.— J.  R.  How- 
croft. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

10,677.  Mr.  William  Cecil  Bower,  111,  Hatton 
Garden.    Improvements  in  fish-hooks. 

12,393.  Mr.  Alfred  Lindsay  and  Mr.  John  George 
Carverhill,  28,  West  Sunnside,  Sunderland. 
"  An  improvement  in  trawlers'  gangways 
(fishing  vessels)." 

12,613.    Mr.  William  Burroughs,  of  Hattcyi  Garden. 

"  Improvements  in  or  relating  to  the  treat- 
ment of  fishing  nets  and  other  fibrous 
materials." 

12,855.  Mr.  Paul  Louis  Anselme  Decor,  18,  Bucking- 
ham-street, Strand.  Improvements  in  and 
relating  to  weights  or  "  leads  "  for  use  in 
angling. 

13,086.  Mr.  George  Holland,  29,  the  Square,  Win- 
chester. A  means  of  improving  the  action 
of  fly  fishing  rods,  golf-clubs,  polo  and 
hockey  sticks  and  cricket  bats. 

4,922.    Fishing  and  trawling  vessels.    Patentee  :  Mr. 

T.  Sudron,  83,  Day-street,  Hull.  Rollers, 
fairlead  for  steam  trawlers  and  fishing 
smacks.  A  pair  of  uprights  bolted  to  the 
deck  carry  a  cross-piece,  which  may  be 
made  in  one  with  them  or  may  be  mounted 
in  bearings ;  in  this  crosS-piece  is  secured  a 
socket  in  which  turns,  in  ball  or  other 
bearings,  a  head  or  jaw  carrying  a  sheave  or 
roller  of  the  trawl  warp. 
12,471.    Mr.  John  Stuart  Ellis  de  Vesian,  Stevenage. 

"  Improvements  in  the  application  of  re- 
frigeration for  the  preservation  of  fish." 

3,405.  Fishing.  Patentee :  Mr.  S.  Allcock  (trading 
as  Allcock  &  Co.),  Standard  Works, 
Redditoh.  Bait  cans.  The  inner  receptacle 
of  the  ordinary  double  can  is  fitted  with  an 
air  chamber,  so  that  it  can  be  floated 
instead  of  being  sunk  as  usual.  The 
chamber  may  be  filled  with  water  to  sink 
the  can. 

5,228.    Preserving,  sterilising.    Patentees :  Mr.  I.  L. 

Roberts,  64,  Herkimer  -  street,  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  and  Mr.  F.  S.  Duncan,  Engle- 
wood,  Bergen,  New  Jersey,  both  in  U.S.A. 
Relates  to  means  for  preserving  meat,  fish, 
fruit,  etc.,  by  means  of  electricity.  The 
substance  to  be  sterilised,  etc.,  is  placed  in 
a  can.  The  can  is  then  closed  by  soldering 
down  a  lid  having  a  central  depression 
which  is  perforated.  An  indiarubber  tube 
is  placed  in  the  hole  and  a  strip  of  tin,  etc., 
thrust  through  the  tube.  The  can  is  next 
placed  on  a  plate  connected  to  one  pole  of 
an  alternating  current  generator,  and  the 
strip  of  tin  is  connected  to  the  other. 
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OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS 

THE  "TYNESIDE." 

In  three  joints   Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and 
complete-  ""^    '  '         ''""""^  ''"'^  bandsomdy  finished  in  partition  ba 


No. 
1-2 


9ft.  or  10ft   ..  n  7 

lift-  •  •  .  .  U  / 


lift, 
12ft. 


Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snalte  rings  at  Is.  cacli  extra 
Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish— 

6  9ft.,  one  top   0  10 

0  Oft. ,  two  top.s   nil 

7  10ft.    „     „   "       ••       "  " 

8  lift.  „   

9  12ft.    „     ,,  ..   


9  6 


0  12 
0  12 
0  13 


„.  Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  extra.   In  four  joints.  Is.  6a.  extra. 

Dear  Sn-,—\  our  rod  has  Ijeen  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  mv 
friends  what  I  know  to  be  a  trustworthy  piece  of  work  —E  H  letomraenu  co  my 


THE  "WANSBECK"  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and  ferrules 
wood  button,  ringed  brazed,  and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  in  natural  polish  or  with 
rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete —  £  s    d  ^  ' 

1230-1-2-3-4   8ft.,  Sift.,  9ft.,  9ift.,  or  10ft   0  10  fi 

1235-6-7-8      lOift.,  llft.r  llift.,  or  12ft  0  12  6 

_  Snake  rings.  Is.  extra. 

For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be  found  everv- 
thing  that  can  be  desired  ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher  priced  rods 
Ditto,  double  brazed,  two  tops —  «  £  <!  d 

1239-1240-1   8ft.,  Sift.,  or  9ft   0  19  ri 

1242-3-4        9tft.,  10ft.,orl0.ift  "    n  14  fi 

1245-6-7        lift.,  lUft.,  or  12ft  0  17  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  e.xtra. 
Dear  Sir,— I  consider  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value  — C  T  T 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  vou  built  sneciallv 
»ced.  '  """^       ''^""'"^  ^^^^  very  moderate  price  so  g^ood  a  rod^caJ^^^^^ 

You  have  made  me  exactly  what  Tasked  for,  and  the  way  the  rod  puts  a  fly  is  quite  a  treat. 

I  J^iZi-i^F^'^''"^^'^^"        *  '^''""'^  '  ^  :  "^'"^  ^  Sood  fishTjust  w^ilat 

■^^s'fr'S! March  23,  1895,  says  :  "The  '  Wansbeck"  (9ft.),  at  10s.  6d.,  two  joints  is  a 
trout  rod  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated."  joiiils,  is  a 


Our  Special 


COQUETDALE  "  Double=Handed 
Fly  Rods. 

nnd  fptvntfJ'i-',''''  .^^'•een'ieart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch  fittin-s 
and  feirules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  finished,  in  partition  bag,  complete—  "(-""^s 
No. 

40  13ft  

41  14ft  ■  ..   

42  15ft   ;;    ;;  ;; 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  i8<)s 

rod'Vymi'l'nth^tl.f?''''*'  °"'f-,  P'itt'^,"',^  Of  rods,  especially  a  '  Cocjuetdale '  fourteen-footer  ;  thi.s 
rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recoveiy,  and  discovered  great  vowerr-Amle, 
..-fi,   ,  .  ^ou'j'e-handed  gi-ilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons."— ia?i(J  an  I  Water 

The  Coquetdale  is  an  especially  good  pattern."— iJod  ayid  Chin. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  "City  Depot  for  all  "  FlsMng  Requisites 

At  Xiowest. -CsLsIi  Pi>ices. 


T^OUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 
FINE,  MEDIUM  ANDSTRONC  CASTS, 

4d.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each.  All  Sizes  in  Stock. 
AMERICAN  .  .  . 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS, 

From  0/0  to  f)S/-  each. 


GUINEA  SPECIALITIES— 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops 
9  ft.,  9^  ft,  10  ft,  Wift.,  lift,  and 
12  ft,  Snalfe  Rings  and  Cork  Grasp  2Js. 

Best  Finish  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze 
Rings,  2  Tops   ^j^^ 


BOTTOM  &  SPINNING 
RODS, 

«»-  a/a,  3/e,  s/-,  t/.,  a/,  and  lo/- 
CATALOCUES  post  free. 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 


89,    90,    lOV    &  108, 


CHEAPSIDE,  LQNDOR  ;fe 


Sampson  I-ojUfarsto^^  Books 

Heady  next  Week.    Crown  8vo.,  240  pages,        6V7.  net. 

The  Arrow  War  with  China 

By  CHARLES  S.  LEAVENWORTH,  M.A., 

Professor  of  History,  Nanyang  College,  Shanghai. 


£  s. 
0  16 

0  18 

1  0 


0 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 


Nearly  Heady.    Demy  8vo.,  Os. 

A  Retrospect  on  the 

South  African  War 

By  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  S.  MAY,  CM  G  RA 

Professor  of  Military  Art  and  History,  Eoyal  Staff  College ;  Author  of  "  Guns  and 

Cavalry,  '  "Field  Artillery  with  the  other  Arms  "  &c 
CONTENTS.  I.    The  Enemy  we  had  to  deal '  with-II.  Militarv 

Instmct-III.  The  Decline  of  the  Expert-IV.  Notes  on  Entrenchments- 

FiVlf  V  T  i''!^"'^~7'-  Emplojonent  of  Heavy  Artillerv  in  the 
Field— VII.  The  Training  of  our  Army  Generally. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c  ,  similar  to  our 
'  Tyneside  "  Trout  rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete— 

£  s.  d. 

{fi   ■   15  6 

I'll'-  •••  —  •..  ...  ...  1  10  0 

^  Dear  Sir —The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday  ami 
deUghted  w^thlt'.      "^^^  "'''^  ''"'^       ^        "     ^'^P"^''  rod.^ut  my  flshernia';:  was 

"I*  ^^^^""^  ?  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  hard  anrl 
fh«n''t"i"'^  ^l'^  ^  ^""^  greater  success  in  very  difficult  wate?,  and  wTth  tryii  win^^^^^ 

than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.— C.  H.  G.  i''yi"=.  "mas. 


No. 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 


HENRY  A.  MURTON. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


Heady.    £4  4s.  net. 

Britain's  Austral  Empire 

Portraits  of  the  Statesmen  and  Officials  concerned  in  tfie  Worl( 
of  Establisfiing  tlie  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 
The  Portraits  from  Life,  drawn  by  PERCY  F.  5.  SPENCE  The 
Letterpress  by  Q.  FIRTH  SCOTT. 

The  book  consists  of  Forty  Photogravures,  7  in.  x  4^  in.,  while  the  Letterpress 
IS  prmted  on  Imperial  Hand-made  Paper,  at  the  well-known  Chiswick  Press  The 
whole  IS  contained  in  a  Portfolio  of  White  Vellum  and  Cloth,  ornamented 'with  a 
design  by  Mr.  Spence^J)nlyJwohundre^  and  fifty  copies  available  in  this  form. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.  '  ' 
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glofftttgs  bp  f^c  iSap. 

It  was  only  a  few  short  weeks  ago  that  Mr.  Cormac 
O'Dowd  (of  the  Press  Club  and  Piscatorial  Society) 
was  congratulated  upon  his  recovery  from  a  long  and 
serious  illness.  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  anglers 
will  learn  of  the  sudden  death  of  his  beloved  wife, 
who  was  buried  at  Nunhead  Cemetery  on  Wednesday, 
July  17,  mourned  by  all  who  knew  hor. 


Undek  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  will  hold  their 
annual  summer  dinner  on  Saturday,  July  20,  at  New- 
bury, Berks.    A  large  gathering  is  anticipated. 


"  What  is  creed  wheat  ?  "  "  How  is  it  procured  ?  " 
etc.,  etc.  Dear,  dear !  why  it  is  simply  stewed  or 
boiled  wheat ;  and  when  it  is  "  cooked  "  put  a  grain  on 
the  hook  and — look  out.  I  do  not  say  that  some  of 
the  millers  I  meet  in  my  week-end  peregrinations 
would  not  find  a  nice  sample  for  "  Drag,"  but  the  best 
sample  I  have  ever  seen  is  supplied  by  Berthier  &  Co., 
115,  Holland  Park-avenue,  London,  W.    Try  it ! 


The  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  Company 
have  kindly  arranged  that  the  train  conveying  the 
competitors  in  the  great  South  London  United  match 
at  Yalding,  on  July  21,  will  run  through  without 
changing  at  Paddock  Wood.  Leave  Cannon-street  at 
7.4,  London  Bridge  7.6,  and  New  Cross  7.14  a.m. 


The  annual  summer  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society  takes  place  on  Saturday,  July  27,  at 
Frensham,  near  Farnham,  Surrey.  A  brake  drive 
through  lovely  coimtry  has  been  arranged,  and  a 
competition  will  be  fished  off  during  the  afternoon, 
dinner  following  at  5  p.m.  The  latter  item  is  certain 
to  be  a  big  success,  as  my  old  friend  Mr.  George 
Griffiths  now  bosses  the  show  at  the  Frensham  Hotel. 
Hon.  members  and  friends  desirous  of  being  included 
in  the  party  should  communicate  at  once  with  the 
hon.  sec.  (Sid  Ransom)  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C.,  wiien  all  necessary  particulars  will  be 
supplied  immediately. 


"  Splasher,"  writing  in  the  Glasgo%v  Herald  on  the 
"  Illegal  Netting  of  Fish,"  says :  "  I  observe  that  a 
Clyde  yacht  owner  has  been  paying  rather  much  for 
his  fish,  but  I  hope  a  few  cases  of  the  same  kind  will 
attract  attention  to  the  antiquated  statutes  which 
confer  rights  over  sea  fish  upon  persons  who  happen 
to  own  lands  on  the  sea  coast.  The  regulation  of 
fishing  in  the  public  interest  is  desirable,  but  why 
"Ta  Phairshon  "  should  have  the  power  to  prevent 
me  taking  a  sea-trout  out  of  the  boundless  deep  for 
my  frugal  breakfast  is  what  I  cannot  admit  to  be 
reasonable.  And  unless  his  watchers  are  more 
numerous  than  my  boat's  crew,  I  do  not  think  he 
will,  moreover." 


We  all  know  the  yarn,  "  What  comes  after  the 
cheese  ?  "— "  The  mouse."  "  What  comes  after  the 
mouse?  " — "  The  cat."  "  What  comes  after  the  cat  ?  " 
— "  The  dog."  "  What  comes  after  the  dog  ?  " — "  The 
penny  pieman."  According  to  the  August  (summer) 
number  of  the  Pall  Mall  Magazine,  crabs  and  lobsters 
are  becoming  very  scarce,  and  it  is  all  put  down  to  the 
excessive  capture  of  conger,  which,  till  recently,  kept 
the  octopus  (or  pi)  at  a  respectful  distance.  But  now 
it's  man  after  conger,  and  octo  after  lobster.  If  this 
is  attributable  to  the  increased  number  of  sea  fisher- 
men, Commander  Grove,  R.N.,  should  see  to  it  at 
once,  as  I  cannot  forego  my  lobster  mayonnaise  just 
yet.    I  don't  hanker  after  crabs  or  octo-pie. 


It's  all  right — not  the  Thames  Richmond  I  Accord- 
ing to  the  Leeds  Mercury,  "  The  other  evening  a  number 
of  well-known  sporting  gentlemen  had  a  torch-light 
outing  on  the  Swale  with  the  object  of  destroying  the 
large  coarse  fish,  such  as  barbel,  which  are  so  destruc- 
tive to  the  trout.  The  party  entered  the  river  between 
Richmond  and  Catterick  Bridge  about  ten  o'clock. 
They  speared  the  fish  from  there  up  to  Easby  Abbey 
for  more  than  a  mile.  A  halt  was  called  early  on 
Wednesday  morning.  A  large  number  of  fish,  chiefly 
barbel,  some  of  which  exceeded  51b.  in  weight,  were 
killed." 


"  Spinning  Minnow  "  (Bath)  writes  thjis : — "  The 
ancient  and  loyal  city  of  Bath  has  long  been  famous 
for  its  Bath  waters  (with  a  taste  of  '  warm  flat-irons 
in  'em,'  according  to  the  immortal  Samuel  Weller), 
Bath  buns,  Bath  chairs,  Bath  chaps,  and  Bath  bricks. 
It  is  also  becoming  known  for  its  fishing  stories.  Here 
is  the  latest : — '  Some  time  since  a  party  of  worthy 
Bath  anglers  went  out  a-fyshing  so  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  just  before  the  break  of  day.  One  of  the 
anglers  thought  he  would  like  a  soothing  pipe  to  keex) 
out  the  early  morning  mists.  So  he  proceeded  to  fill 
his  "  dudeen  "  with  "Log  Cabin."  But  somehow  or 
other  the  'bacca  did  not  draw  well.    The  contents  of 


the  pipe  kept  on  going  pop  I  pop  !  every  time  he  drew 
his  breath.  Furthermore,  he  complained  of  the 
flavour,  which  he  said  was  far  from  good,  and  talked 
about  changing  his  tobacconist.  Meanwhile  pop  I 
pop  !  went  the  pipe,  the  contents  of  which  he  could 
barely  keep  alight  even  by  the  most  vigorous  suction. 
At  last  he  hammered  out  the  contents  of  the  bowl, 
and  it  being  now  light,  took  his  pouch  from  his 
pocket,  opened  it,  and  was  going  to  fill  up  once  more, 
when  presto  I  the  secret  came  to  light  I  A  goodly 
contingent  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  gentle-box  had 
wandered  into  his  pouch,  and  the  pop  I  pop  I  every 
time  heralded  the  demise  of  a  "  gentle  "  martyr  I  He 
now  says  he  shall  not  keep  his  gentle-tin  in  the  same 
pocket  as  his  pouch,  and  further,  is  not  going  to  fill 
his  pipe  any  more  in  the  dark. '  " 


The  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Company  are  ex- 
tending their  aid  and  encouragement  in  a  praise- 
worthy degree  to  the  promoters  of  the  new  salmon 
hatchery  on  the  Tweed.  Not  only  have  they  readily 
granted  permission  for  netting  the  company's  waters 
for  gravid  fish,  but  they  have  also  agreed  to  give  the 
use  of  any  nets  and  boats  that  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose.  They  are  also  willing  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  whereby  salmon  suitable  for  the  hatchery 
may  be  acquired  by  purchase  towards  the  close  of  the 
regular  netting  season.  These  concessions  should 
prove  of  great  advantage  in  promoting  the  success  of 
the  hatchery,  the  chief  object  of  which  is  the  cultiva- 
tion of  an  early  class  of  salmon,  which  would  be  of 
value  to  net-fishers  and  anglers  alike.  The  promoters 
of  the  hatchery  are  grateful  for  the  facilities  thus 
offered  to  them. 


OUR  F.G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Mb.  H,  Pincott  Hill 
Is  president  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society,  Kingston- 
on-Thames,  a  member  of  the  Kingstonians,  also  a 
member  of  the  Thames  Restocking  Association  and  the 
B.S.A.S.  He  has  been  interviewed  by  the  editor  of 
the  Thames  Angling  News  (to  whom  we  are  indebted 
for  the  portrait).  Mr.  Hill  comes  of  a  sporting  family, 
was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  commenced 
fishing  at  the  age  of  six.  He  is  a  true  sportsman  and 
a  clever  fisherman.  Although  the  Thames  is  his 
favourite  river  he  has  fished  in  the  Orkneys,  several 
rivers  in  Scotland,  all  parts  of  the  Broads,  and  many 
other  parts  of  England.  There  are  many  fine  specimen 
fish  standing  to  his  credit — notably  a  carp' of  lljlb., 
taken  on  the  towpath  at  Kingston  while  roach  fishing. 
Pincott,  or  as  he  is  more  familiarly  called  "  Pinny,"  is 
never  happier  than  when  engaged  in  some  good  work 
in  the  interests  of  angling  and  anglers,  and  is 
deservedly  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


Who  said  "  snakes  "  ?  "  As  a  gentleman  was  walk- 
ing outside  Saffron  Walden  on  July  12  he  was  horrified 
to  see  a  huge  snake  writhing  in  his  path.  He  went 
for  assistance,  and,  meeting  a  friend,  the  two  returned 
and  attacked  the  reptile  with  sticks,  but  failed  to  kill 
it.  Then  a  third  man  came  up,  and  after  looking  at 
the  creature  he  offered  a  shilling  for  it.  The  offer 
was  accepted,  and  the  man  picked  up  the  '  snake  '  and 
walked  off.  The  others  afterwards  discovered  that 
the  venomous  reptile  was  an  eel  that  had  wriggled  out 
of  an  angler's  basket." 


In  answer  to  A.  E.  N.  Jordan  (Bath),  there  is  no 
companion  book  to  Mr.  Amphlett's  "  Lower  and  Mid 
Thames  "  which  would  show  you  the  swims|  in  the 
reaches  above  Marlow,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  guide 
book  which  would  give  you  information  upon  the 
fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames. 


"  AvoNiAN,"  of  the  Redditch  Indicator,  relates  the 
following  : — "  One  day  two  Redditch  anglers  went  a 
fishing.  Like  some  other  anglers  they  had  poor  sport. 
They  tried  the  roach,  they  tried  the  chub,  and  they 
tried  the  bream,  but  at  train  time  their  creels  were 
empty.  As  they  were  packing  up  a  native  passed,  and 
being  made  aware  of  the  sadly  light  condition  of  the 
creels,  he  proffered  his  sympathy,  and  also  some 
advice.  '  What  d'ye  bait  with  ?  '  They  told  him. 
'  Oh,  that's  no  good.  You  should  try  lights.' 
'  What ! '  '  Lights  ;  sheep's  or  pig's  lights.  That's 
the  bait.  I  sticks  a  limip  on,  and  don't  they  jest  take 
it,  in  a  form.'  I  presume  most  of  my  readers  know 
what  the  riverside  countryman  meant  by  '  lights  ' — 
sheep's  or  pig's  lungs. 


"  The  next  time  the  friends  went  one  of  them 
noticed  a  highly-flavoured  odour  in  the  carriage, 
which  he  found  at  last  proceeded  from  his  friend's 
outfit.  It  was  a  sort  of  mixture  of  odours,  all  bad, 
and  bringing  up  ideas  of  unflushed  drains,  and  un- 
cleansed  abattoirs,  and  ancient  eggs,  and  other  things. 

At  last  he  could  stand  it  no  longer.    '  I  say,  S  , 

what  in  the  name  of  the  sanitary  inspector  have  you 
got  in  that  bag?'  'Oh,  nothing  much.'  'Well, 
whatever  it  is,  it's  making  me  ill.  For  goodness  sake 
pitch  it  out  of  the  carriage  window.  What  is  it  ? ' 
'  Well,  you  remember  that  countryman  advising  us  to 
try  lights  for  bait  ?  '  '  Yes.'  '  Well,  I  couldn't  get 
any  sheep's  or  pig's  lights,  so  I  bought  sixpennyworth 
of  faggots.  They  are  there  now.  I  bought  'em  a 
fortnight  ago.'  At  the  next  station  the  one  angler 
changed  carriages,  and  wondered  how  his  friend's 
wife  and  family  had  lived  in  the  house  for  the  past 
week  or  ten  days.  He  evidently  thought  faggots 
would  do  as  well  as  the  other." 


I  hear  that  "  on  Saturday  last  a  most  exciting  scene 
was  witnessed  on  the  Kennet,  near  Newbury,  by  a 
large  crowd.  Two  gentlemen  were  fishing  for  chub 
with  lobs  when,  to  their  surprise,  a  monster  trout  took 
lob,  line  and  rod  of  Mr.  E.  Dyball  to  the  opposite  side 
across  stream,  and  was  chased  up  stream  for  at  least  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  on  both  sides  by  about  a  score  of 
people,  who  were  watching  to  give  a  helping  hand 
to  rescue  the  angler's  tackle  and  trout,  which 
was  being  drawn  up  stream  with  ease.  Mr.  E. 
Dyball,  of  the  East  Dulwich  Anglers,  at  once 
put  together  a  strong  running  jack  line,  with  six 
large  bullets  and  a  flight  of  hooks ;  cast  it  over  the 
rod  with  good  effect,*  the  hooks  gripping  the  top  joint, 
and,  winding  up,  brought  to  bank  the  rod  and  fish,  and 
with  the  kind  assistance  of  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Arnold, 
of  the  South  Reading  Angling  Club,  got  the  fish  into 
the  net  in  a  skilful  manner.  It  weighed  7Jlb.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  assistance  of  Mr.  King  and  Mr. 
Arnold  no  doubt  he  would  have  lost  both  fish  and 
tackle." 


I  DO  not  often  indulge  in  these  queries,  but  the 
following  is  sent  by  that  staunch  teetotaler,  Mr. 
Castell :  "  Why  did  the  barmaid  champagne  ?  Because 
the  stout  porter  bit  her." 


A  RIVER  reporter  recently  stated  that  "  We  need 
rain  badly  to  wash  out  the  flannel-weed."  The  comp. 
had  nearly  got  it  "  to  wash  out  the  flannel  wid." 


The  best  sport  is  obtained  with  barbel  and  chub  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  the  best  places  to  fish 
being  the  weirs.  In  the  open  water  bream  fishing  is 
often  good  if  one  knows  a  good  locality.  The  anglers 
who  fish  on  the  Canbury  Promenade  at  Kingston  get 
nice  bream  by  ledgering  well  out  in  mid-stream  during 
the  first  month  of  the  season. 


Several  people  have  told  me  that  the  weather  has 
recently  been  very  warm ;  that  the  rivers  and  broads 
would  be  much  better  for  rain  (of  which  on  dit  there 
has  been  "  much  too  little  "  for  the  last  day  or  two)  ; 
that  the  weeds  are  growing  splendidly — where  they're 
not  wanted ;  that  the  boats  are  in  evidence  wherever 
and  whenever  they  can  get  a  chance  to  "  come  out 
and  see  the  anglers " ;  that  the  holidays  are  fast 
approaching — (let  them  approach,  who  cares?)  I 
have  told  several  people  that  we  shall  have  some  rain 
— some  day  ;  and  that  it  will  not  always  be  so  warm. 
We  shall  see  I 


Wet  or  fine,  cold  or  warm,  there  are  still  thousands 
of  anglers  who  have  not  yet  quite  made  up  their 
minds  "  where  to  spend  their  holidays."  If  they  will 
apply  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Great 
Eastern  Railway,  or  to  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Line  of  the  South-Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway, 
they  will  receive  enough  "  literature  "  to  decide  any 
doubts  they  may  have  in  the  shape  of  "  Farmhouse 
and  Country  Lodgings,"  and  a  host  of  information  as 
to  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  sea  resorts  where-,  anglers 
most  do  congregate.  Dragnet. 
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PFovineial  flngling  ]lotes 

mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  tnorning 

m      FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  contest  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  fished  on  Saturday 
afternoon  last  (July  13)  in  the  canal  at  Four  Ashes. 
The  affair  from  a  financial  point  of  view  was  a  decided 
success,  but -from  an  angler's  point  of  view  was  a 
complete  failure.    920  members  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of  two 
hours'  duration,  and  was  fished  under  the  association 
rules— namely,  that  no  fish  under  two  ounces  be 
weighed  in  with  the  exception  of  the  gudgeon  and 
rufE.    The  poorness  of  the  sport  was  due  to  the  canal 
having  been  emptied  some  nine  days  ago,  which 
was  unknown  to  the  committee  until  the  contest  had 
commenced,  and  this,  together  with  eight  boats  going 
up  the  canal  during  the  contest,  made  things  very  bad, 
still  some  fish  were  taken  and  the  thirty- three  prizes 
will  all  find  owners;  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish  was  14oz. 
only,  this  comprised  one  fish  of  lOoz.  and  one  or  two 
gudgeon.  The  chief  prize-winners  are  in  the  order  named- 
Mr.  Lewis,  Travellers  Eest ;  Mr.  Harrison,  Hillyfields  • 
Mr.  H.   Bryant,    Oak;    Mr.    Eichards,    Garisson ' 
Mr.  Crow,  Belmont ;  Mr.  Bagnal,  Bridge  Smethwick  ;' 
Mr.  Kingham,  Aston  Britannia;   Mr.  Leeson,  Old 
Cottage ;  Mr.  Cope,  Good  Intent ;  and  Mr.  T.  Wood- 
ward, St  Paul's.    Messrs.  Bagley,  Egerton,  and  Gum- 
bley  acted  as  referees.     One  thousand  and  fifty 
excursion  tickets  were  sold.    The  first  and  second  on 
the  winning  list  are  not  members  of  the  A.B.S.  so  the 
medal  is  won  by  Mr.  Bryant,  and  the  challenge  cup 
will  also  go  to  the  club  to  which  Mr.  Bryant  belongs 
Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  distribution  of  the  prizes' 
—The  St.  Paul's  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
the  Severn  at  Kemsey  on  July  14,  when  112  members 
competed  for  a  most  valuable  collection  of  prizes. 
The   contest  was  of   three  hours'   duration.  The 
first  seven  prize-winners  are  in  the  order  named  ■ 
H.  Price,  A.  Whitehouse,   C.   Bolton,  A.  Eandle' 
Mr.   Kirby,   Mr.   Summerhill,   and  W.  Kimberley! 
The  first  prize  consists  of  a  drawing-room  suite 
The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  July  30,  when 
a    special    smoking  concert  will  be  held.  Sport 
during  the  week  has  again  been  good.    The  bream 
on  the  Avon  are  continuing  to  bite  freely,  fish  up 
to  51b  being  very  common.  Eoach  and  dace  are  feeding 
and  bitmg  well  on  the  Severn.     Two  grand  perch 
were  taken  on  July  14  at  Kemsey— one  weighing  3ilb 
^^r'^J^r  '^^'^^  2aib.— by  a  member  of  the  Brothers' 
Well  Met  Society ;  they  have  been  sent  to  Cooper's  of 
London,  to  be  set  up.    Some  fine  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  Birmingham  Heath  water  at  Amington,  where 
some  fine  roach  and  chub  have  been  taken  with  the 
stewed  wheat  and  worms. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE- 

barbel  at  Menthorpe  and  Bubwith  ;  and  at  Cottingwith 
a  \  ork  club  on  Saturday  had  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  K 
Watson  taking  the  first  prize  in  the  George  the  Fourth 
Angling  Society's  match  with  81b  5oz.    Some  very 
nice  catches  of  roach  are  being  made  on  the  river 
Hull  at  Hull  Bridge,  Beverley  Beck,  Wawne,  and 
Dunswell ;  and  on  Monday  at  Cicey  Mr.  J.  Cheesoman 
secured  a  nice  lot  of  roach  with  paste  that  averaged 
Jib    each     At  the  North  Myton  Association  match 
at  Hull  Bridge  Mr.  Thomas  Jevons  won  the  first 
prize  with   51b.   loz ;   Mr.  E.  H.   Barlow  second. 
31b.  6Joz. ;    and  third,   F.   Matthews,   lib.  15ioz 
Messi;s.   Holmes's  Angling   Society  also  fished  at 
Hull  Bridge  Mr.  T.  Smith  taking  first  honours  with 
21b.  8^z.  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Foot  second  with  21b.  7|oz 
whilst  the  Coanty  Angling  Association  journeyed  to 
Thoresby  Bridge  and  fished  their  third  match  on  the 
river  Ludd,  Mr.  J.  Johnson  being  first  with  21b  15ioz  • 
Mr.  J.N.  Bender  second,  21b.  12|oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Coates' 
21b.  8*oz. ;  and  ,Mr.  H.  W.  Woollock,  21b.  5ioz  On 
Saturday  next  (27th)  the  Hull  Preservation  Society 
will  hold  their  annual  open  match  and  "Turner" 
Challenge  Cup  Competition  on  the  rivers  Ancholme 
at  Ferriby   Sluice,    competitors  leaving  the  Hull 
Victoria  Pier  by  steamer  at,  or  about,  2  p.m 


the  season  below  Cavendish  Bridge,  the  stretch  being 
^^.1  w  disposal  of  the  members  by  the  executive 
of  the  Wellmgton  Society.  Twenty-nine  showed  up 
and  after  an  enjoyable  contest  the  chief  prizes  were  won 
by    Messrs.    W.    H.    Stevenson,    J.'  Quintley,  J. 

B^r>J''°°'  P^-  J'^^r^'  J-   Walker.  H 

Burnham  P  W.  Turton,  A.  Stevenson,  and  W. 
1  acker.  Fly  fishers,  whipping  the  last  tiling  at  night, 
have  scored  amongst  dace  and  chub  at  Wilford,  King's 
Mills  Fiskerton,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Colinett  (Rectory 
length),  Kelham,  etc.  •' 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

Another  spell  of  dry  weather  is  being  experienced' 
and  little  is  doing  during  the  middle  of  the  day  on 
account  of  the  heat.    Nevertheless,  hundreds  of  anglers 
from- Sheffield  and  other  northern  towns  have  been  in 
the  Fen  district.  Bream  continue  to  afford  magnificent 
sport,  and  some  prodigious  captures  have  been  made 
on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham.    In  the  nei<rh- 
bourhood  of  Anton  Gowts,  which,  just  now,  is  one" of 
the  best  resorts  for  those  in  quest  of  bream  some 
magnificent  specimens  have  been  captured.    One  or 
two  have  scaled  up  to  61b.  a-piece,  and  plenty  have 
turned  the  beam  at  51b.    Some  individual  rods  have 
Recounted  for  as  much  as  501b.  as  the  result  of  a  few 
tours'  fishing.    Boat  anglers  have  also  had  a  remark- 
ibly  good  time  m  the  Dogdyke  district,  but  higher  up 
ihe  river— Lincoln  way— bream  have  not  been  so 
argely  caught.    The  maggot  has  proved  a  most  killing 
jait,  and  all  the  best  samples  have  been  taken  by  its 
ise.    Eoach  fishing  has  not  been  productive  of  such 
Sood  sport,  the  low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters 
laving  altected  this  particular  branch  of  anglin'^  A 
ew  nice  baskets  of  red  fins  have  been  captured  on  the 
)  orty-foot  at  Donington  Bridge,  but  other  parts  of  the 
iver  are  too  weedy  to  permit  of  much  being  done, 
-he  minor  drams  in  the  Boston  district  have  been 
?ell  patronised,  but,  generally  speaking,  sport  is  below 
he  average  for  the  time  of  year.    The  reports  from 
he  Welland  are  satisfactory,  and  local  rods  continue 
0  obtain  some  nice  baskets  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
keeping.    If  the  drought  continues  much  longer 
oach,  it  is  feared,  will  give  little  or  no  sport,  and 
nglers  are  therefore  earnestly  hoping  for  a  downpour 
£  rain.  '■ 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  IS  now  fairly  good  on  all  our  local  waters,  and 
•om  the  river  Ancholme  some  very  good  catches  of 
3ach  and  bream  are  being  made,  the  roach  going  up 
)  l|lb  each  and  bream  up  to  about  41b.    Sport  on 

•  ^^^i^ket  Weighton  Canal  and  Foulness  is  also  very 
J}."^  ^1^^  °*  Hull  fished  their  second 

latch  this  season  on  the  Narrows,  near  Newport,  and 
fth'l}!  ^ll.Mr  G.  Addey  topping  the  prize-winners 
ith  41b.  15oz. ;  from  the  Eiver  Derwent  our  local 
iglers  are  doing  nicely  amongst  roach,  bream,  and 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

An  important  announcement  is  to  hand  from  War- 
rington, giving  the  dates  of  their  annual  matches 
The  Association  waters  at  Newbridge  are  fishing  well 
one  basket  of  five  bream  and  two  small  roach,  91b.,  is 
one  example.    There  is  an  annoimcement  of  a  new 
club    at    Liverpool    at    the    Loggerheads  Hotel 
and    known    as    the    Excelsior    Angling  Society! 
Our  rivers  are  still  in  a  state  which  renders  the  angler 
desperate— no  water,  brilliant  and  hot  weather,  and 
of  course,  indifierent  sport,  so  indifferent  in  fact  that 
It  IS  difficult  to  get  any  report.    Perhaps  the  Bollin  is 
doing  the  best   for  so  small  a  stream,  and  late 
m  the  evening  good  fish  are  being  taken  very  freely 
Our  old  friend  Sam  O'Fario  has  neglected  his  rod  for 
his  dog  for  some  time  now,  and  says  he  has  had  better 
catches.    Some  idea  can  be  formed  of  his  phenomenal 
luck  when  one  hears  that  he  has  swept  the  board  of  all 
prizes,  and  now  is  entitled  to  call  his  dog  champion. 
Bottom  fishers  in  reservoirs  and  canals  are  getting 
but  poor  sport,  whilst  the  fly  fisher  is  practically 
unemployed.    To-day  (Saturday,  July  20),  at  Leigh,  an 
open  event  is  being,  negotiated,  and  at  Worsley  the 
junior  championship  competition. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Beswick  and  District  Angling  Society  opened 
the  season  at  Althorpe  on  July  14.    The  official  report 
says  fair  sport  was  obtained  and  the  prizes  awarded 
as  follows :  Messrs.  Shoreman,  McDermott  Colling 
Jones,    Driver,   Ainley,  Thelkeld,   Lathom,  Allott 
Weston,  Eostrow,  Atherton,  Fletcher,  Burns,  Beaty 
Bradbury,  Kifkman,  Howard,  Sudbury,  and  Mason! 
The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  opened  the  season  at 
Torksey  on  the  same  date.    The  official  report  is  fair 
sport,  and  prizes  won  by  Messrs.  Mitchell,  Bryant 
Simnett,  Bartley,  Swann,  Turner,  Burgess,  Gibson' 
E.  Smith,  McDermott,  Beaumont,  C.  Smith,  Oakes' 
and  Eeynolds.    The  second  match  of  the  Duke  of 
Cambridge  Angling  Society  was  fished  at  High  Lane 
last  week  end,  the  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  Cohen 
Kenney,  W.  Hulley,  J.  Hulley,  Wheeldon,  Barnwell! 
Haynes,  and  Aukers.    A  new  club  is  being  formed 
at  Salford,  and  will  be  known  as  the  Wellington. 
The  Hulme  Ellesmere  Angling  Society  opened  their 
match  programme  at  Waverton  last  week  end.  The 
official  list  is  as  follows:   Messrs.  Law,  Hampson 
Edelston,  Brookes,  Turner,  Curnow,  Merton,  Chaloner' 
Duttern,  Eastham,  and  Mountford.    The  inter-club 
fixture  between  the  Moss  Side  Socials  and  the  Old 
House  at  Home  was  won  by  the  latter  with  a  margin 
of  3  oz.  ° 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Slight  rain  fell  on  Wednesday  morning  (July  17), 
and  a  substantial  downpour  would  do  great  good! 
The  Trent  is  running  in  very  small  volume,  and  the 
bottom  weed  is  extending  at  a  rapid  rate.  Barbel 
anglers  have  visited  the  Colinett  and  Holme  Pierre- 
pont waters  below  the  city,   and  amongst  those 
securing  fish  — though  not  many— mention  may 
be  made  of  Mr.  Councillor  Lee,   Mr.   H  Green 
Mr.  A.  Sewell,  and  Mr.  W.  Parr.    In  the  City  wateri 
themselves  Mr.   H.  Briggs,  using  caddis  grubs  on 
ledgering  tackle,  has  caught  ten  in  two  outings— best 
51b.   2oz.      Sundry  fish  have  also  been  killed  at 
Burton  Joyce,   Hazleford,   and  Kelham.     On  the 
Pride  of  Derby  Club's  stretch  on  Saturday  Mr 
F.    W.     K.     Wallis     and    Mr.    W.    Birks  had! 
I    understand,    about    401b.    of    roach     to  creed 
wheat,    and    above   "  bridge "  members     of  the 
City  Wellington    Society   have  taken  a  variety  of 
chub,  dace,  and  roach  with  gentles  and  caddis  grubs. 
The  various  barbel  swims  have  so  far  fished  indifier! 
ently.    Roach  and  chub  have  shown  fair  sport  at 
King's  Mills  and  on  the  waters  rented  by  the  Notting- 
ham Anglers  Association  at  Sawley,  Mr.  J.  J.  Beardsley, 
one  of  the  members,  has  secured  a  splendid  mixed  ba;' 
of  bream,  perch,  and  tench.     The  Fox  and  Ow^i 
Society  have  engaged  in  their  first  roving  match  Of 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Angling  this  week  has  been  of  an  irregular  character 
some  waters  having  proved  very  much  bettor  than 
others  The  Boston  drains  have  done  the  best,  and 
there  have  been  some  very  nice  catches  indeed,  notwith- 
standing that  the  water  is  low  and  bright.  The  catches 
have  been  principally  roach,  and  the  majority  have  been 
good  takable  fish  from  about  ^Ib.  to  Jib.  A  noticeable 
feature  was  the  excellent  condition  of  the  fish  they 
being  much  more  advanced  than  for  several  years  past 
Ihe  early  morning  and  evening  were  really  the  only 
time  for  fishing,  and  -maggots  were  the  killing  bait, 
the  best  pitches  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Cowbridge 
House.  A  very  fine  eel,  weighing  Gib.,  was  included 
in  one  basket.  Bream  proved  dead  off  their  feed  hero 
and  at  Brigg  also,  the  latter  place  yielding  some 
moderately  good  roach  fishing.  It  is  rather  too  early 
for  the  Witham,  and  the  Trent  has  done  but  poorly 
irout  anglers  have  met  with  very  indifferent  success 
and  there  is  practically  nothing  to  record. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heat  on  several  days  during  the  week  was  almost 
tropical,  and  very  few  anglers  ventured  out  in  the 
middle  part  of  the  day,  and  although  the  rivers  are  so 
exceedingly  low  and  fine  some  very  good  sport  has 
been  had  m  the  early  mornings  and  evenings,  espe- 
cially among  the  chub,  which  have  taken  the  Zulu  and 
Alexandra  flies  freely;  the  Vamprev  has  also  accounted 
for  some  good  baskets.    Eoach  are  now  well  on  the 
teed,  and  are  taking  the  paste  and  stewed  wheat,  and 
with  the  latter  bait  a  fine  lot  of  bream  were  taken  in 
the  Avon,  many  of  them  over  41b.  weight,  the  water 
at  Twyning  Fleet  giving  the  largest  fish.    The  Severn 
has  been  most  fished  below  the  weirs,  and  it  was  a  treat 
to  see  anglers  battling  with  large  chub  in  the  rough 
water  at  Diglis  and  some  full  baskets  were  noted 
Messrs.  Hi  1,  Higgs,  Thomas,  Williams,  Bowie,  and 
Jones  all  doing  remarkably  well,  and  some  visitors 
from  London,  Birmingham  and  the  black  country 
had  splendid  baskets  of  chub,  dace,  and  roach.  Mr 
J.  Thompson  had  another  big  take  with  the  fly 
on  Saturday  evening  on  the  City  Club  water,  Lower 
Teme,_best  fish  Z^lh.     Camp  Weir  was  also  well 
patronised  and  sport  uniformly  good.    Pike  has  been 
noticed  in  several  parts  of  the  Severn,  and  several 
well-known  anglers  have  declared  war  against  them 
One  gentleman  had  a  day  at  them  in  the  river  towards 
Molt  meet,  and  succeeded  in  taking  eight  fish  with 
the  spoon  bait ;  largest  fish  81b.    A  few  small  speci- 
mens were  also  taken  above  Holt  Weir.    Messrs  Hill 
and  Harropp,  of  the  Malvern  Club,  had  a  grand  catch 
of  tench  perch,  and  immense  eels  in  private  water. 
Ihe  St.  John's  Club  had  what  they  term  their  annual 
ladies  outing,  when  the  members  take  their  wives  and 
sweethearts  ;  friends  are  also  admitted.  The  company 
was  large  and  in  the  highest  spirits.    On  arriving  at 
their  destination,  Hampshill,  a  capital  hot  dinner  was 
served  by  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  Mr.  Youn^johns 
after  which  the  angling  competition— the  first  round 
for  thel  challenge  cup— took  place,  Mr.  J.  Stokes,  presi- 
dent of  the  club,  taking  first  prize ;  Mr.  Eichardson 
second ;  Mr.  E.  Morris  and  Mr.  E.  Salter  tieing  for 
third  place.    Mr.  Creese  took  the  visitors'  prize  and 
also  won  first  in  the  joint  sweepstakes.    A  capital  tea 
was  served  on  board  the  steamer  by  Tilrs.  James 
hostess  of  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  the  headquarters  of 
the  club.    The  ride  home  was  delightful. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  matches  have  taken  place  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  York.    On  July  13  the  Leeman-road  Working 
Men's  Club  Angling  Association  proceeded  to  Nmi 
Monkton  to  fish  their  first  match  of  the  season  There 
was  fairiy  good  sport,  only  two  out  of  thirtv-six  rod- 
men  failing  to  catch  fish.     The  heaviest  weight 
21b.  lioz.,  was  taken  by  J.  Smith.    S.  Thompson  won 
the  special  prize  for  largest  roach,  H.  Nichols  for 
largest  eel,  J.  Goodwin  for  biggest  perch,  and  R 
Broadley  for  dace  ;  whilst  W.  Nicholson,  W  Vause 
and  E.  Broadley  tied  with  six  for  the  largest  variety' 
The  George  the  Fourth  Angling  Societv  fished  a 
roving  match  at  West  Cottingwith  on  July"l3.  There 
was  good  sport  for  four  hours.    At  the  weigh  in  F 
Watson  headed  with  81b.  5oz. ;  A.  Willis,  6oz.  took 
the  special  prize  for  the  largest  dace  ;  T.  Thompson 
lljoz.,  that  for  the  largest  fish.    The  prize  for  the  six 
largest  fish  went  to  E.  Watson,  21b.  oioz  Terry's 
Emplo'yes'  Association   fished  their  first  match  at 
West  Cottingwith.    The  kill,  on  the  whole  was  very 
poor.    There  has  been  fish  spearing  bv  torchlight  at 
Eichmond,  when  a  large  number  of  fish,  chiefly 
barbel,  were  killed.  '' 
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FISH  UNFIT  FOE  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  JUNE. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  65  tons 
11  cwts.  1  qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  repre- 
senting 1  ton  in  about  247  tons ;  1  ton  4  cwts.  at 
Shadwell,  representing  1  ton  in  about  191  tons ;  9 
cwts.  at  Farringdon  Market ;  and  10  cwts.  at  Portman 
Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during  June  at 
and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was  16,198  tons,  of  which 
13,005  tons  arrived  by  land  and  3,193  tons  were 
delivered  by  water  ;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery 
— 229  tons — was  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned 
at  Billingsgate  were  bream  (13  cwt.) ;  catfish  (1  ton 
3  cwts.) ;  cod  (1  ton  8  cwts.) ;  crabs ;  dorees ;  eels ; 
gurnets ;  haddocks  (6  tons  7  cwts.) ;  herrings  and 
kippers ;  lobsters ;  mackerel  (1  ton  9  cwts.) ;  oysters 
(1  ton  3  cwts.) ;  periwinkles  (10  tons  15  cwts.) ;  plaice 
(22  tons  15  cwts.) ;  salmon,  foreign  frozen  (1  ton  1 
cwt.) ;  shrimps  (5  tons  6  cwts.) ;  skate  (6  tons  14  cwts.) ; 
whelks  (2  tons  11  cwts.) ;  whiting  (1  ton  11  cvsrts.) ;  and 
witches  (1  ton  4  cwts). 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
July  15,  1901. 


^ofcs  from  i^e  '^oxlf). 

The  past  week  has  been  one  of  thunderstorms,  and, 
accordingly,  a  bad  time  of  it  for  sport.  The  rivers  are 
running  a  peaty  colour,  and  fish  are  ofi  the  run  for 
the  nonce. 


The  best  grilse  lures  just  now  for  the  North  of  Scot- 
land are  the  Silver  and  Blue  and  the  Blue  Charm  for 
bright  sunshine ;  the  Loggie  Jeannie  and  Watson's 
Fancy  for  cloudy  weather ;  and  the  White  Moth  for 
evening  work. 


Any  imitation  of  the  sand-eel  answers  well  as  a 
finnock  or  sea-trout  fly.  They  are  put  up  on  flights  of 
two  hooks  with  plenty  of  tinsel,  and  are  known  by 
such  local  names  as  the  Dandy,  Terror,  Soldier 
Palmer,  Creeper,  etc. 


The  death  of  Mr.  Harper,  Finzean,  removes  a  well- 
known  sporting  character  from  Deeside.  He  was 
factor  to  Dr.  Farquharson,  M.P.,  for  West  Aberdeen- 
shire, and  had  the  run  of  the  doctor's  preserves, 
including  the  "  mountain,"  of  course. 

Special  Scotch. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  "  peaty  "  water  is  the  only  one  fish  will  not  face. 
It  is  full  of  sediment  and  no  doubt  chokes  up  the  gills. 
Last  July  was  entirely  'lost  through  this  cause,  and  it 
bids  fair  to  wreck  the  prospects  of  the  current  one. 


Mr.  Gordon,  Culter,  killed  a  splendid  pike  on  the 
Dee  on  Thursday  evening  (July  11)  which  turned  the 
scale  at  281b.  He  was  using  Mackay's  special  pike 
tackle,  a  decided  improvement  on  the  single  or  double 
pike-hook. 


The  trouting  season  on  Loch  Lomond  is  over.  It 
has  been  somewhat  mixed — some  days  good,  some 
days  bad.    The  bad  days,  however,  predominated. 


Sir  Arthur  and  Lady  Clay  are  enjoying  such  fishing 
as  is  going  this  season  on  the  Deveron,  where  they 
will  spend  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Lady  Clay 
is  an  excellent  lady  angler,  and  last  autumn  broke  the 
record  on  the  Deveron  for  a  single  day's  salmon 
fishing. 


The  half-yearly  meeting  and  presentation  of  prizes 
came  ofi  on  Monday,  July  15,  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
presiding.  The  recipients  of  the  gold  medals  were  the 
chairman,  Messrs.  W.  G.  Fletcher  (two),  R.  Bradford, 
and  C.  H.  Whelley.  The  last-named  also  carried  off 
the  Booker  Cup  for  the  largest  Thames  trout.  The 
annual  summer  dinner  takes  place  to-day  (Saturday, 
July  20).  With  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  in  the  chair,  it 
goes  without  saying  that  the  affair  will  be  most  enjoy- 
able. Dinner  will  be  served  punctually  at  6.30  p.m. 
to  enable  members  to  return  to  London  the  same 
evening.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  good  muster  of  members  and  friends 
at  Kelvedon  on  Saturday,  July  13,  for  the  annual 
casting  tournament.  The  weather  was  dull  and 
showery.  The  casting  with  fly-rods  was  from  a  pro- 
jection in  the  river  bank,  up  parallel  with  it,  purposely 
chosen  for  its  difficulty  in  consequence  of  uneven 
camp  shedding.  This,  together  with  a  strong  cross 
wind  in  puffs,  prevented  anything  remarkable  in  the 
length  of  casts,  but  in  many  cases  the  accuracy 
was  very  good.  In  the  competition  for  rods  of 
10ft.  6in.  the  best  casts  were  made  by  Mr. 
S.  J.  Chasteney  with  72,  72  and  71  feet  with 
4,  0  and  4  points  of  a  possible  ten  added  for  accuracy. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  was  second  with  70,  70  and 
69  feet,  with  4,  0  and  2  points  for  accuracy.  Dr. 
Patterson  third  with  66,  65  and  64  feet,  with  5,  6  and 
8  points  for  accuracy.  Mr.  Close  next  with  67,  63 
and  59  feet  with  8  points  in  each  case  for  accuracy. 


This  casting  was  very  clean  and  delicate.  Mr.  Taylor 
61,  60  and  60  feet,  with  6,  6  and  5  points,  here  again 
the  delivery  was  remarkably  good.  Several  others 
made  good  casting. 

In  the  competition  for  casting  with  rods  of  over  10  feet 
6  in.,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  came  in  first  with  casts  of  77, 
76  and  68  feet  with  8,  6  and  2  points  added  for  accuracy. 
Dr.  Patterson  second  with  69,  69,  and  68  feet,  and  5, 
5,  and  8  points  added  for  accuracy.  Mr.  Close  third 
with  69,  68,  and  68,  and  5,  4,  and  4  points  added. 
Many  others  competed. 

In  the  Salmon  Fly  Casting  for  Mr.  G.  Hoyle's  prize, 
the  wind  was  very  much  against  the  competitors  ; 
however.  Dr.  Patterson  made  the  best  casts  of  85, 
79  and  77  feet,  taking  the  prize.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery 
was  second  with  casts  of  73,  and  71  and  71 
feet.  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  third,  with  71,  70  and  70 
feet.    Mr.  Close  next,  with  67,  67,  and  66,  and  others. 

The  contest  for  Mr.  Marshall's  Castleconnell  fly  rod 
provided  perhaps  the  most  interest  of  the  day,  each 
competitor  using  the  rod  competed  for,  and  very  good  - 
casting  was  seen.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  won  the  rod 
with  casts  of  71,  68  and  67  feet,  and  4,  3,  and  5  points 
added  for  accuracy.  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  the  writer,  was 
second  with  66,  66,  and  65  feet,  with  the  maximum 
points  for  accuracy.  Dr.  Patterson,  third,  with  64,  64 
and  62  feet,  and  4,  3,  and  4  points  added;  Mr.  James 
Tayler  next  with  63,  61,  and  61  feet,  with  5,  4,  and  4 
points  ;  J.  Close  60,  60,  and  60  feet,  with  6,  5,  and  5 
points  added  for  accuracy,  and  many  others  followed. 

There  was  no  competition  for  Mr.  Gray's  prize  in 
the  Bait  Casting,  time  having  been  so  much  occupied 
with  the  fly  casting,  but  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  made 
some  exhibition  casts  both  with  the  light  and 
heavy  baits.  Altogether  the  day  proved  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  outings  the  society  has  arranged  for. 
Messrs.  Marshall,  Norman,  and  Maull  officiated  aS' 
judges.  There  was  a  full  meeting  of  members  on 
Tuesday  evening  (July  16),  when  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray 
presided.  A  good  sprinkling  of  members  had  been  out 
fishing,  Mr.  Mark  Davies  having  taken  roach  at 
Kelvedon,  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  dace  at  Kelvedon,  Mr, 
Eldred  dace  and  roach  with  the  fly  at  Kelvedon,  Mr, 
Hayward  roach,  and  Mr.  Emery  roach  and  perch  at, 
Kelvedon.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  had  taken  a  ^lh.' 
trout  with  the  dry  fly,  Mr.  J.  Powles  West  a  fifteen- 
inch  trout  from  Chesham,  and  Mr.  Fosbrooke  a 
great  variety  of  fish  from  the  river  Mole.  Mr.  G 
Allen,  eels  and  perch  from  the  Rother ;  Messrs- 
Connellan  and  Hicks  dace  from  Hertford  with  the  fly ' 
and  Mr.  Gray  lOlb.  lof  roach  from  the  river  Kennet. 
The  fish  are  reported  well  on  the  feed  at  Grove  Ferry, 
— The  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Ghurney,  late  secretary 
to  the  Anglers'  Association,  was  announced  to  the; 
meeting,  and  the  sad  news  was  much  regretted. 
Several  members  spoke  in  very  feeling  terms  of  their 
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were  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut  Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  selling  at  6/6  each. 


were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts.   The  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability. 

A  LARGE  AND  VARIED  ASSORTMENT  OF  IRISH,  SCOTCH,  AND  NORWEGIAN  FLIES  IN  STOCK. 


regard  for  him,  and  reference  was  made  to  the  great 
aniount  of  benefit  his  devotion  and  years  of  hard  work 
fiad  made  for  the  London  angler,  and  the  privileges 
they  now  enjoyed  were  due  to  his  initial  efforts.  A 
vote  of  condolence  with  the  family  in  their  bereave- 
ment was  passed. 

.    ^    „  .  J-  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 
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ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president,  occupied  the 
chair  on  Monday  night  at  the  July  delegate  meeting 
of  this  association,  held  at  the  headquarters,  the 
Oripplegate  Institute,  City.    There  was  a  very  crowded 
attendance.    Following  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of 
the  various  committees,  two  new  clubs  were  enrolled 
—namely,  the  Wimbledon    Piscatorials,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Wimbledon,  and  the  Ponders  End  Jolly  Anglers 
Anglers'  Eetreat,  South-street,  Ponders  End.  Cheques 
to  the  amount  of  £19  17s.  5d.  were  ordered  to  be  drlwn 
.  m  payment  of  various  items.    Mr.  T.  R.  C.  La  Mond 
having  resigned  his  seat  on  the  Renting  and  Preservation 
committee,  Mr.  W.  E.  Beaumont  (Tottenham  Hotspur 
Piscatorials)  was  elected  to  the  vacancy,  and  this  dele- 
gate was  further  appointed  paid  bailiff  for  the  Lea 
between  Springfield  Lock,  Clapton,  and  Ponders  End 
Bridge.  _   Mr.  S.  Malby,  the  new  secretary  of  the 
Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  made  a  statement  with 
reference  to  that  institution,  announcing  that  the 
rules  had  been  revised  and  that  he  was  getting  out 
the  membership  tickets  as  speedily  as  possible.  In 
r^ly  to  the  chairman's  request  for  the  visiting 
oflicers    reports,    it    transpired    that    only  ^two 
visits  had  been  paid,  most  of  the  visiting  officers 
stating  that  it  had  been  "too  hot"  for  such  gather- 
lf?f.-    ^*  reported  that  the  association's  water 

bailifis  had  been  very  active  lately,  and  that  the  Lea 
and  Grand  Junction  Canal,  etc.,  were  being  well 
watched.  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris  announced  that  t  com- 
petition in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
bociety,  promoted  by  Mr.  D.  Pithouse,  of  the  North 
Star,  Langley,  would  be  held  to-morrow  (July  21)  in  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal,  at  Langley.  It  was  reported 
by  the  secretary  (Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff)  that  complaints 
had  been  made  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  that,  in 
spite  of  the  notice  which  had  been  given  to  the 
angling  clubs  to  the  effect  that  passengers  holding 
privilege  fishing  tickets  could  only  proceed  on  their 
line  from  and  return  to  the  station  at  which  such 
tickets  were  issued,  with  the  exception  of  bein^'  able 
to  ahght  with  them  at  Tottenham,  tickets  had  been 
given  up  on  the  return  journey  at  other  stations.  The 
chairman  requested  the  delegates  to  convey  to  the 
inembers  of  clubs  they  represented  the  determination 
of  the  railway  company  not  to  permit  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  regulations  they  had  laid  down  in  the 
direction  mentioned.  The  recommendation  was  cor- 
dially received,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  will  have  no  further  cause  for 
complaint.  Seventy-three  clubs  were  represented  at 
the  meeting,  Hon.  Reporter. 
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once  made  for  the  castle  (the  property  of  W.  A 
Watson-Armstrong,  Esq.,  of  Craigside),  which  has  been 
undergoing  restoration  for  seven  years,  and  is  only 
about  half  through.    Here  a  guide  was  in  waiting  who 
took  the  party  through,  pointing  out  and  describing 
the  various  places  of  interest  in  it,  the  fine  banqueting 
hall  claiming  most  attention.    The  very  fine  NormaS 
arch  in  one  of  the  passages  also  came  in  for  a  good 
mspection.    The  view  from   the    castle    too  was 
magnificent  and  very  extensive,  the  Fame  Islands 
standing  out  very  distinctly.    From  the  castle  the 
party  adjourned  to  the  beach  and  partook  of  lunch, 
after  which  several  visited  the  church  and  churchyard 
to  see  the  tomb  of  Grace  Darling.    Owing  to  the 
inability  of  the  Bamburgh  hotel-keepers  to  cater  for 
the  large  party  the  horses  were  once  more  called  into 
requisition,  and  a  three-mile  drive  brought  us  to  North 
Sunderland,  where  Mrs.  Cuthbertson,  of  the  Castle 
Inn,  had  an  excellent  knife-and-fork  tea  all  ready  on 
arrival.    It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  ample  justice 
was  done  to  it.    After  tea  was  over  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon 
proposed  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs 
Hardy  for  again  subscribing  so  handsomely  to  the  trip. 
The  vote  was  carried  with  great  heartiness.  After  this 
an  hour  or  two  was  spent  in  visiting  the  harbour,  etc. 
The  return  journey,  via  Beadnell,  was  begun  at  half- 
past  seven,  and  Alnwick  was  reached  a  few  minutes 
after  ten  o'clock,  everyone  having  thoroughly  enjoyed 
the  day's  outing.   The  committee  who  had  the  arrange- 
ments m  hand  were  Messrs.  J.  B.  Robson,  A.  Broadley 
W.  L.  Sergeant,  T.  Gillan,  and  W.  Dingley,  with  A. 
McCutcheon  as  secretary.  A.  McCutcheon. 


ESKDALE  AND  LIDDESDALE 
COACH rXG  TOURS. 


WEST  LONDON  ANGLING  CLUB. 

On  Thursday,  July  11,  the  farewell  dinner  to  our 
respected  member,  Mr.  W.  Cox,  was  held  at  the 
Dartmouth  Castle,  Hammersmith,  and  the  members 
with  visitors  numbered  twenty-eight.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  faced  by 
the  worthy  host  and  vice-president,  Mr.  E.  Dean.  An 
excellent  repast  was  provided,  which  having  been  done 
justice  to,  was  followed  by  a  concert,  and  amongst  the 
performers  were  :— Messrs.  Browne,  Tomkins,  Claridge, 
Carter,  Cox,  Caxton,  jun.,  Gus  Elen,  Leonard,  Mrs. 
Hunter,  and  Mrs.  Coleman.  An  illuminated  address' 
prepared  by  Mr.  Harvey,  jun.,  and  signed  by  twenty-one 
members,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Cox,  and,  in  addition, 
a  gold  pendant,  a  pipe,  and  a  purse  for  himself  and  a 
ring  for  his  wife.  The  chairman  wished  them  both  a 
pleasant  voyage  to  Australia  and  prosperity  during 
their  lives,  in  which  all  heartily  joined,  and  for  which 
the  guest  of  the  evening  returned  his  sincere  thanks, 
and  expressed  his  regret  at  parting  with  old  friends 
whom  he  had  known  for  so  many  years.  The  usual 
loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were  proposed  and  drank, 
and  the  evening  closed  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."— Mr.' 
Martin  and  our  secretary  weighed  in  on  July  14' 

J.  J.  H. 


COMPETITION  AT  ST.  IVES. 

We  journeyed  to  St.  Ives  on  Thursday,  July  11, 
twenty-five  of  us  all  told,  to  meet  their  members  in 
friendly  rivalry  to  fish  match  as  arranged.  Terms 
were  the  best  specimen  roach  or  rudd  taken  by  a 
member  of  either  society  to  be  declared  winners  and 
losers  to  pay  for  dinner.  On  arriving  at  St.  Ives,  we 
were  met  by  Secretary  E.  Collinson,  and  after  settling 
a  few  details,  we  at  once  embarked  on  board  the  launch 
very  kindly  placed  at  our  disposal  by  Mr.  H.  Hankin,  the 
Mayor  of  St.  Ives  and  president  of  the  local  society. 
After  a  run  up  the  river  of  about  three  miles,  we 
were  landed  on  the  meadow  where  swims  had  been 
pegged  out  for  both  sets  of  members — the  N.A.P.S. 
and  St.  Ives— but  the  sun  was  scorching  hot  and  the 
river  bright,  consequently  neither  side  had  a  standard 
fish  ;  so  match  was  declared  drawn. 

Mr.  W.  Dendy  Sadler,  however,  in  order  that  we 
should  not  be  disappointed  very  kindly  (I  wish  I 
could  express  it  more  emphatically)  presented  us,  as 
a  club,  with  an  engraving  of  his  well-known  picture. 
After  fishing  up  to  5  o'clock  we  adjourned  to  Battocks 
Island,  where  dinner  was  served  in  best  style. 

After  dinner  (at  which  the  Mayor  presided  and  Mr. 
W.  F.  Grimmett  in  the  vice-chair)  had  been  done 
ample  justice  to  and  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  etc.,  had 
been  given,  we  once  more  boarded  the  launch  for 
Huntingdon,  and  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  had  a 
delightful  run  with  Mr.  Wadsworth  as  host,  and 
rightly  he  entertained  us. 

We  held  our  club  competition  on  same  day,  and 
resulted  as  follows :  1st.  S.  Prebble,  taking  H.  Beech's 
plate,  £2  2s.;  2nd.  P.  Salter,  taking  E.  Collinson's 
plate,  £1  Is. ;  3rd.  P.  Schultz,  taking  G.  H.  Howard's 
Coxon's  Ariel  winch  and  line,  value  £1  Is.  We  have 
a  sea-fishing  outing  on  July  25. 

C.  E.  Allen,  Secretary. 


For  the  benefit  of  anglers  and  other  visitors  to  the 
charming  little  town  of  Langholm,  in  Dumfries- 
shire, it  may  be  stated  that  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas's  tours 
start  from  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel  as  under  :— 
Eskdale  tour,  daily,  9.45  a.m.;  Liddesdale  tour, 
ihursdays,  9.15  a.m. ;  Annan  tour,  Fridays,  7.15  a  m 
Passengers  and  parcels  by  these  tours  can  be  booked 
one  hour  before  starting.  (j 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J-  C-— Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  or  fishermen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  will  tell  you  where  to  obtain  a 
supply  of  rag-worms,  so  that  you  may  always  have  a 
supply  when  needed. 


LONDON  &  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS 
TRIP. 


The  annual  trip  of  the  employees  of  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers  took  place  last  Saturday  (July  13),  Bamburgh 
being  the  rendezvous  this  year.  A  brilliant  day  again 
favoured  the  party.  A  start  was  made  from  the  White 
Swan  Hotel,  Alnwick,  a  few  minutes  after  eight  o'clock, 
with  the  four-in-hand  leading  the  way.  After  a 
pleasant  drive  by  Warenford  and  Lucker,  Bamburgh 
was  reached  about  eleven  o'clock.   A  move  was  at 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  T.  J.  HuDD  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Wednesday  (July  10).  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  having  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  library 
committee  submitted  their  report.  Mr.  H.  Dunn  was 
elected  honorary  librarian  and  curator.  The  rules 
will  be  ready  in  a  few  days,  and  may  be  obtained 
upon  application  to  the  secretary.  Our  delegates 
reported  the  proceedings  at  the  Anglers'  Association 
meeting.  Several  members  who  had  been  fishing 
during  the  week  recounted  their  experiences.  While 
dace  fishing  in  the  club  water  a  member  hooked 
one  of  the  large  barbel  so  well  known  to  us  by  sight, 
but  after  ten  minutes'  sport  the  fish  broke  away! 
Mr.  Ward  recorded  a  carp  51b.  14foz.,  and  reported 
losing  a  much  larger  fish  through  the  landing-net 
collapsing.  Mr.  Whitbread  showed  a  grand  lot  of 
roach,  twenty-five  fish  weighing  291b.,  largest  fish 
weighing  21b.  |oz:  Other  members  who  have  taken 
fish  are  Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  J.  Potter,  roach  and 
perch ;  and  Mr.  F.  Berry,  bream.  G.  W. 

Lyra  Piscatoeia  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Pield  sajs :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  pnetry  of  our  time 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  AmaUur  Ingier 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


Cortcsponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Cm-respondents.'] 

SILK  FROM  THE  MADAGASCAR  SPIDER. 
Sir,— In  reply  to  your  letter  of  March  22,  I  do  not 
consider  that  the  silk  produced  by  the  Madagascar 
spider  would  be  suitable  for  fishing  purposes,  it  being 
in  my  opinion,  too  elastic.  The  French  authorities' 
are  experimenting  with  this  silk  in  the  manufacture 
of  balloon  coverings,  for  which  it  is,  perhaps,  more 
adaptable.  At  present,  however,  the  production  of 
the  silk  has  been  suspended  here,  the  Government 
having  withdrawn  the  credits  which  covered  the 
expenses  incurred.  There  being,  consequently,  none 
of  this  silk  obtainable  at  the  moment,  I  am  unable  to 
send  you  a  fair  sample,  but  the  enclosed  will  give  vou 
an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  material.  There  exists 
however,  in  the  west  and  north-west  of  this  island  a 
climbing  shrub  called  by  the  natives  "  Lombiro " 
(Gryptostegia  Madagascariensis  Bojer).  It  is  a  kind  of 
uncongealable  india-rubber  plant.  From  this  the 
natives  obtain  a  strong  and  very  fine  white  fibre,  which 
they  use  most  successfully  as  fishing  lines.  So  fine  is 
the  line  that  it  is  almost  invisible  in  the  water.  1 
will  try  to  obtain  for  you  a  sample  of  this  fibre,  which 
may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  you.— Yours  truly, 

J.  P.  Porter,  H.M.  Consul. 
His  Majesty's  Consulate,  Antananarivo, 

Madagascar,  June  3,  1901. 
[We  are  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Porter,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  see  the  fibre  he  refers  to.  Elasticity  would 
be  no  drawback  to  the  spider  silk,  and  as  far  as  we  can 
judge  from  the  sample  sent,  we  think  that  the  Mada- 
gascar spider  may  provide  a  very  fine  substitute  foe 
silkworm  gut.  We  have  sent  Mr.  Porter  a  description 
of  how  silkworm  gut  is  made,  as  possibly  a  similar 
process  may  be  successful  with  this  spider.— Ed.] 

FLOATING  SCUM  ON  RIVERS  AND  PONDS 

IN  HOT  WEATHER. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Murray  has  handed  to  me  your 
note  with  the  enclosed  "  scum  "  from  the  River  Chess. 
The  "  scum  "  consists  of  a  number  of  fresh  water  algai 
mixed  with  mud.  The  algfe  are  chiefly  Vancheria,  a 
very  common  form,  together  with  Ulothrix  and 
numerous  Diatoms.  All  these  algie  are  very  common 
in  lakes  and  ponds  and  slowly  running  streams.  Their 
growth  would  no  doubt  be  increased  by  sewage  effluent 
which  was  really  mature  (that  is,  in  which  the 
ammonia  salts  had  been  converted  into  nitrates),  but 
crude  sewage  would  be  inimical  to  their  growth. 

I  do  not  think  that  there  is  much  doubt  that  you 
get  this  growth  in  pure  streams  and  ponds,  as  you 
say,  especially  after  much  hot  weather. 

I  sympathise  with  you  as  to  the  trouble  it  causes.— 
Yours  faithfully,  v.  H.  Blackman. 

British  Museum 
(Natural  History),  S.W. 


WHAT  KILLED  THE  TROUT? 

Mr.  a.  R.  Pennefather  presents  his  compliments  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  will  be  greatly 
obhged  if  he  will  kindly  inspect  the  four  trout  for- 
warded herewith,  and  ascertain,  if  po.ssible,  the  cause 
of  death.  The  fish  are  from  the  lake  at  Little 
Waltham  Hall.  The  lake  was  fished  over  up  to  a  late 
hour  on  the  night  of  July  14,  and  nothing  whatever 
unusual  was  observed,  but  at  7.30  this  morning  (July 
15)  no  less  than  fifty-two  dead  trout  were  found 
floating  on  the  surface.  The  cause,  whatever  it  may 
be,  has  not  affected  the  whole  stock,  as  several  trout, 
golden  carp,  and  an  eel  have  since  been  obsers-ed 
swimming  about  as  usual. 

Mr.  Pennefather  will  be  grateful  for  any  assistance 
towards  an  elucidation  of  the  mystery 

Little  Waltham  Hall, 
near  Chelmsford. 

[If  there  was  a  thunderstorm  the  fish  may  have  been 
struck  by  lightning.  Otherwise  it  looks  as  if  poison 
had  been  thrown  into  one  part  of  the  lake,  or  that 
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the  hot  weather  had  affected  the  mud  and  water  in 
one  part  where  it  is  muddy  and  exposed  to  the  sun. 
But  beyond  a  very  rapid  glance  at  what  seemed  like 
lovely  l^lb.  rainbow  trout  they  were  too  high  to 
examine.  Fish  will  not  keep  any  time  this  weather, 
especially  fish  found  dead. — Ed.] 

We  have  since  had  another  note  from  Mr.  Penne- 
father,  as  follows  : — 

"  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  post-card 
this  morning  regarding  my  dead  trout.  I  am  sorry 
the  fish  reached  you  in  such  a  condition,  but,  of  course, 
this  weather  would  hasten  putrefaction,  and,  with 
Sunday  intervening,  at  least  thirty-six  hours  elapsed 
between  the  death  and  the  delivery  to  you.  Further 
deaths  have,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  occurred,  and  the 
melancholy  total  is  now  eighty-one. 

"  I  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  it  is  a  case  of 
poison,  and  my  own  theory  is  that  the  prolonged  hot 
weather  has  raised  the  temperature  of  the  water 
beyond  what  trout  can  stand.  The  sick  fish  I 
observed  to  be  panting  quite  on  the  top  of  the  water, 
and  they  died  with  their  jaws  wide  open. 

"An  acquaintance  of  mine  tells  me  that  he  has 
found  that  trout  cannot  bear  anything  above  sixty- 
eight  degrees,  and  in  the  cool  of  Monday  evening  I 
found  my  lake  to  be  sixty-six  degrees." 

[There  can  be  little  doubt  it  is  the  hot  weather 
which  has  killed  the  fish. — Ed.] 


"PERPLEXED"  AND  WRINKLES. 

Deae  Sir, — "  Perplexed,"  in  your  issue  of  July  6, 
with  reference  to  a  fine  trout  killed  by  Mr.  W.  on  the 
Dart,  which,  on  being  opened,  was  found  to  be  full  of 
fresh-water  wrinkles,  tries  to  be  funny,  but  the  laugh 
is  not  on  his  side.  I  never  said,  nor  was  it  printed, 
that  the  wrinkles  were  in  Mr.  W.,  but  in  the  trout. 
Perhaps  "  Perplexed  "  is  not  aware  that  a  "  wrinkle  " 
is  a  "  winkle,"  but  if  he  doubts  this  I  refer  him  to 
"Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary"  as  an  authority. 
The  only  thing  I  have  to  say  is  that  if  "  Perplexed  " 
reads  reports  in  the  same  way  as  he  undoubtedly  did 
read  the  one  referred  to,  I  can  imagine  that  it  is  no 
wonder  if  he  frequently  suffers  from  the  same  com- 
l^laint.  In  that  case  he  has  "  wrinkles  "  enough  of  his 
own,  or  if  he  has  not  he  will  soon  acquire  them. — 
Yours  truly,  Devonian. 

[Webster  is  a  good  American  authority,  but  does  he 
give  the  word  "Wrinkle"  as  in  modern  use  in  this 
country  in  the  same  sense  as  "winkle"?  We  never 
heard  it  so  used,  but  of  course  it  does  not  follow  that 
it  is  not  used. — Ed.] 

[Since  writing  the  above  we  have  consulted  Webster's 
unabridged  edition,  and  we  find  that  it  is  as  we 
surmised — "  wrinkle "  used  to  mean  the  shell  fish 
"winkle,"  and  is  a  local  American  expression.— Ed.] 


Dear  Sir, — In  your  valuable  paper  of  July  6  I 
notice  a  letter  signed  "  Perplexed."  From  its  contents 
I  should  imagine  the  author  did  not  know  what  he 

was  writing  about.     He   states :   "  In  the  H  , 

Mr.  W  killed  a  fine  trout,  and  on  its  being  opened  " 

— mark  the  word — "  was  found  to  be  full  of  fresh-water 
wrinkles,"  and  then  goes  on  to  ask  if  it  was  the  fish  or 

Mr.  W  ,    I  should  advise  him  strongly  to  consult  a 

schoolmaster  if  his  knowledge  of  the  English  grammar 
is  so  faulty.  I  should  imagine  him  to  be  a  juvenile, 
but  if  he  lives  long  enough  he  will  not  be  so  anxious 
for  winkles  as  he  now  appears  to  be. — Yours  truly, 

T.  D. 

[It  was  the  "wrinkles,"  not  the  grammar,  which 
upset  "  Perplexed's  "  digestion.  Winkles  would  have 
passed  unnoticed. — Ed.] 


NAPHTHALENE  AS  A  CURE  FOR  MOSQUITO 
BITES. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
prompt  and  courteous  reply  to  our  enquiry  about  the 
paragraphs  on  the  remedies  for  mosquito  bites  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

No.  We  have  not  heard  before  that  naphthalene  was 
a  cure  for  mosquito  bites,  and  we  are  afraid  it  is  too 
good  to  be  true.  Its  smell  might  help  to  keep  off 
mosquitoes,  and  it  is  a  well-known  remedy  for  skin 
irritations,  and  we  can  therefore  understand  its  use  in 
allaying  the  irritation  of  the  bites,  but  in  many  cases 
we  are  afraid  it  would  fail  as  a  "  cure." — Faithfully 
yours.  Savory  and  Mooee. 

143,  New  Bond-street, 
London,  W.,  July  12. 


SPLIT  CANE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  from  pp.  82-83  of 
Blacker's  "  Art  of  Plymaking,"  etc.,  1855  Edition  : — 

"  The  beautiful  rent  and  glued  up  bamboo  cane  fly 
rods,  which  I  turn  out  to  the  greatest  perfection,  are 
very  valuable,  as  they  are  both  light  and  powerful  and 
throw  the  line  with  great  facility.  The  cane  for  these 
rods  must  be  of  the  very  best  description  or  they  will 
not  last  any  time." 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  any  of  these  rods 
of  Blacker's  make  are  in  existence.  There  must  be 
plenty  of  anglers  now  living  who  dealt  with  him  in 
the  fifties  when  he  had  his  shop  at  54,  Dean-street, 
Soho. — Yours,  etc.,  Vad  Conbon. 


PISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  grateful  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  tell  me  where  I  should  fare  best  in  the  many 
loughs  about  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal,  in  August,  and 
also  what  flies  to  use. — Yours  truly,        R.  Beiggs. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 
Dear  Sie, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  fishing  to  be  had  round 
Ty  Croes,  in  Anglesey  ?  I  believe  there  is  both  sea 
and  trout  fishing,  but  should  like  to  have  more  exact 
knowledge. — Yours  truly,  W.  E.  G.  Atkinson. 


A  PLEASANT  NOTE  FROM  THE  NORTH. 

Deae  Sir, — I  duly  received  your  favour  of  the  8th 
inst.,  with  the  information  for  which  I  am  very  much 
obliged. 

When  fishing  matters  are  at  issue  one  naturally 
turns  to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  paper  which  has 
interested  me  for  several  years,  and  is  widely  read  and 
appreciated  by  anglers  in  the  North.  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  thanking  the  editor  for  his  courtesy  in  this 
instance,  and  for  his  latest  paper  on  the  Tweed. — 
Yours  truly,  Geo.  Bied. 

Edinburgh. 


THE  "GRAY"  ROD-JOINT. 

Deae  Sir, — As  we  have  not  seen  the  drawings  of 
Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller's  joint,  which  they  say  was 
put  on  the  market  some  years  ago,  we  cannot  speak  as 
to  its  similarity  to  ours.  We  take  their  word  for  it, 
however,  that  such  a  similarity  exists.  We  are  not 
surprised  that  some  such  appliances  should  have  been 
in  use,  but  we  do  wonder  that  its  existence  did  not 
become  more  widely  known. 

Before  taking  the  trouble  to  apply  for  our  patent, 
and  in  addition  to  the  knowledge  of  such  joints  avail- 
able to  ourselves,  we  submitted  a  pattern  to  a  number 
of  old  and  experienced  members  of  the  trade,  none  of 
whom  ever  saw  anything  nearer  our  joint  than  the 
"  Hardy,"  which,  of  course,  is  different  in  very 
essential  points. 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  our  experience  as  to  the 
popularity  of  our  joint  is  more  satisfactory  than  that 
of  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller. 

Seeing  that  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller  concern  them- 
selves as  to  the  manner  in  which  we  obtained  the 
appliance,  and  the  possibility  that  we  might  have  paid 
heavily  for  it,  we  can  assure  them  that  beyond  some 
time  and  trouble,  and  the  charge  of  applying  for  the 
patent,  it  cost  us  nothing.  It  is  absolutely  original  as 
far  as  we  are  concerned,  and  the  work  of  our  Mr.  Gray. 
— Yours  truly,  D.  Gray  &  Co. 

Inverness. 


BASKETS  AT  ALTNACEALGACH. 
Deae  Sir, — In  answer  to  yours,  every  basket  is 
weighed  on  the  arrival  of  a  visitor,  and  all  the  weights 
are  taken  gross  and  then  net,  and  then  reported.  My 
basket  weighed  21b.,  and  it  was  deducted  every  day. — 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  N.  Campbell. 


HOW  CAN  I  CATCH  THOSE  CARP? 
Dear  Sir, — I  get  an  occasional  day's  fishing  in  a 
large  shallow  pond  in  which  there  are  numerous  carp. 
The  water  is  only  about  eighteen  inches  deep,  and  there 
is  an  immense  depth  of  mud,  and  large  quantities  of 
rush  and  weed.  I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
could  suggest  a  bait  they  would  be  likely  to  take.  I 
have  tried  paste  for  years,  and  have  seen  them  round 
the  bait  for  hours  at  a  time,  but  have  seldom  or  ever 
had  a  "  run,"  only  about  once  or  twice  in  four  or  five 
years.  If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  suggest  a 
good  bait  I  should  be  glad  to  know  it. — Yours  truly, 

K.  H. 

[We  have  sent  our  correspondent  a  few  hints,  but 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  our  readers  who  have 
experience  in  this  kind  of  carp  fishing. — Ed.] 


PISHING  AT  LANCING-ON-SEA. 
Deae  Sir, — I  think  of  going  to  Lancing-on-Sea 
early  in  August  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  shall  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  can  ^ive 
me  anj^  information  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  River 
Adur.  If  fishing  is  free  ;  if  not,  what  are  the  charges 
per  day  or  week ;  kind  of  fish,  and  bait  or  baits 
generally  used  for  same.  In  fact,  any  information 
will  be  most  useful,  as  I  do  not  know  the  water  at  all. 
— Yours  faithfully,  W.  P.  Bell. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Cure  for  Indigestion.  Indigestion, 
witli  toi'pidity  of  the  liver,  is  the  curse  of  thousands,  who  spend 
each  day  with  accumulated  sufferings,  all  of  which  may  be 
avoided  by  taking  Holloway's  Pills  according  to  their  accom- 
panying directions.  They  strengthen  and  invigorate  every  organ 
subservient  to  digestion.  Their  action  is  purifying,  healing,  and 
strengthening.  They  may  be  safely  taken  without  interfering 
with  ordinary  pursuits,  or  requiring  much  restriction  in  diet. 
They  quickly  remove  noise  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  and  dispel 
low  spirits  and  nervous  fears.  These  talsamic  Pills  work  the 
cure  without  debilitating  or  exhausting  the  system ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  conserve  and  support  the  vital  principle  by 
substituting  pure  for  impure  blood. 


NOTES  ABOUT  BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Your  esteemed  correspondent  0. 
Schihiewald,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  19,  1900, 
states  that  he  would  advise  anglers  to  buy  their  bait 
whenever  they  can,  as  the  digging  is  usually  trouble' 
some,  dirty  work,  and  takes  a  good  deal  of  labour  and 
time,  and,  in  the  second  place,  not  to  go  fishing  unless 
you  have  the  best  baits  possible.  Lug  bait  is  a  nasty, 
objectionable  bait  to  use,  as  it  bleeds  very  much  and 
stains  your  hands  and  clothes  ;  the  rag- worm  is  a 
much  better  bait,  but  you  have  to  dig  it  yourself,  and 
if  these  worms  are  kept  together,  or  even  in  seaweed, 
they  turn  to  slime  on  the  second  day,  and  are  rotten 
on  the  third.  Another  worm,  called  the  herring-bone, 
is  a  very  good  bait ;  these,  too,  go  bad  very  soon  unless 
they  are  kept  in  sea  water.  The  razor-fish  is  a  most 
useful  bait,  but  difficult  to  obtain;  also  the  soft  crab  is 
very  good  bait,  but  a  bother  to  keep  on  the  hook  ;  skate 
liver  is  also  used  as  bait.  In  fact,  the  various  kinds  of 
fish  bait  are  legion,  and  all  require  getting. 

In  the  same  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  another 
correspondent,  "  Hamus,"  in  his  most  interesting 
account  re  "Hand  Baiting,"  mentions  various  baits 
for  that  purpose.  In  the  United  States  crushed 
lobster  and  fish  offal  are  used.  In  New  South  Wales  it 
is  the  practice  to  take  a  supply  of  high-smelling  stuff 
to  scatter  on  the  v^ter.  In  Spain  and  France  prepared 
cod-roe  is  used.  At  St.  Brae,  in  Brittany,  not  far 
from  St.  Male,  cod-roe  is  employed,  but  is  somewhat 
costly,  consequently  the  brown  shrimp  (Crangon 
vulgaris),  locally  called  "  le  bone,"  are  crushed  down 
with  salt,  bran,  or  mashed  x^otatoes  and  laid  aside  in 
tubs  until  it  acquires  sufficient  aroma.  At  the  time 
these  gentlemen  wrote,  unfortunately  there  were  no 
"preserved  mussels"  in  the  market  as  bait  for  sea 
fishing  until  the  following  August,  being  two  months 
after  the  above  date,  otherwise  we  might  have  had  the 
opinion  of  these  scientific  writers.  Since  this  new  and 
very  attractive  bait  has  been  on  the  market,  the 
demand  has  enormously  increased,  owing  to  their 
cleanliness,  aroma,  toughness  on  the  hook,  and  the 
length  of  time  they  keep.  They  are  to  be  had  all  the 
.year  round,  even  during  the  mussel  close  season,  from 
May  until  about  the  second  week  in  July,  also  during 
the  cold,  frosty  season  when  they  are  frozen  over,  or 
weather  too  rough  to  dredge  them.  They  are,  without 
doubt,  the  cleanest,  most  attractive,  and  cheapest  bait 
sea  anglers  and  professional  fishermen  can  obtain. 

I  have  just  been  informed  that  a  brace  of  chub  and 
one  roach  have  been  taken  on  pieces  of  preserved 
mussel.  I  do  not  see  why  they  should  not,  chub 
especially.  I  hardly  know  what  they  will  refuse  at 
times,  roach  either. — Yours  truly,     Frank  Gosden. 

460,  Oxford-road,  Reading. 


FISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  going  to  Folkestone  at  end  of 
month  (first  visit),  and  wish  to  know  if  any  coarse 
fishing  can  be  had  near  by ;  if  so,  shall  be  glad  of 
information — preferably  tench,  perch,  or  roach,  in  the 
order  named.  I  am  only  a  very  raw  amateur,  and 
would  prefer  a  quiet  spot  with  moderate  fishing  to  an 
"  anglers'  paradise  "  crowded  with  anglers. 

Do  you  know  of  any  place  for  coarse  fishing — tench, 
perch,  or  roach — nearer  to  Croydon  than  the  Dorking 
district  ?    Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly, 

"  Rod  Smasher." 

[Grand  Military  Canal  commences  at  Sandgate, 
close  to  Folkestone ;  Hythe,  next  station  nearer 
London,  better  fishing,  Is.  per  day.  Fish  are  :  Tench, 
bream,  and  roach.  A  pond  in  Whitehorsc-road,  Croy- 
don, contains  tench,  bream,  and  perch ;  fishing  by 
annual  subscription.  Can  fish  at  Castle  Mill,  Dorking, 
at  Is.  per  day  (Sundays  excepted) ;  few  trout,  bream, 
roach,  etc. — Ed.] 


MUSSELS  AS  CHUB-BAIT. 
Sir, — I  have  never  tried  mussels  for  bait,  but  have 
no  doubt  they  are  good,  for  the  following  reason.  A 
customer  of  the  late  William  Parrot — fisherman  of 
Henley — was  in  the  habit  of  using  tinned  oysters  for 
chub  and  barbel.  Parrot  told  me  that  he  would  send 
him  down  a  couple  of  dozen  tins  at  a  time  to  ground- 
bait  a  place  with,  and  -that  they  were  most  efiective. 
The  hook-bait  was,  of  course,  an  oyster.  I  have  tried 
them  for  chub,  using  them  in  the  same  way  as  greaves 
— that  is,  cutting  up  two  or  three  in  very  small  bits, 
which  I  scattered  into  the  swim,  and  then  sent  down  a 
whole  one  on  the  hook.  I  found  them  very  good  in  the 
autumn,  but  cannot  remember  having  tried  them  in 
the  summer.  The  Bolton  anglers  on  Llyn  Coron, 
Anglesey,  used  mussels  as  ground  bait  at  anchor  in 
the  lake,  and  cockles  as  hook  bait,  and  took  large 
quantities  of  trout  and  eels.  They  used  a  float  and  let 
the  bait  just  touch  the  bottom.  Tinned  oysters  are 
rather  an  expensive  bait,  but  mussels  and  cockles  are 
cheap  enough,  and  I  think  these  latter  are  worth  the 
attention  of  chub  and  barbel  fishermen.  I  believe  the 
gentleman  who  fished  with  Parrot  is  still  alive ;  at  all 
events,  I  occasionally  see  the  same  name  appearing  in 
your  reports.— Yours  faithfully,     Edwin  Gosling. 

{Several  letters  are  wtavoidably  held  over.) 
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T?nLu  f ''^  a  sovereign  to  get  a  portrait  of 
Ronald  and  another  to  get  some  account  of  his 
life  and  when  and  where  he  died.  His  book, 
although  of  couree  out  of  date  in  some  things  and 
incorrect  in  others,  can  never  become  obsolete  ;  it 

frl  Tl  l  \T^'  v'f ^'^"'O"^  "lassie 
m  the  fly-fisher's  hbrary,  for  generations  of  fly- 
fishers  have  been  brought  up  on  it. 


■WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOKPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JULY  27th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

"RoN.iLD's  Fly-Fisher's  Entomology." 
Messrs.  Longmans  have  sent  me  a  new  edition 
of  that  fly-fishers'  bible,  "The  Fly-Fisher's  En- 
tomology." It  is  a  tenth  edition,  with  all  the 
eoloiured  illustrations  of  natural  and  artificial  flies 
How  IS  it  that  the  art  of  colouring  by  hand  seems 
to  be  almost  lost  ?  Any  of  the  editions  of  this  work- 
published  forty  to  sixty  years  ago  are  far  more 
carefully  coloured  than  the  later  ones,  in  fact  in 
this  respect  the  last  is  one  of  the  worst  and  has 
the  appearance  of  bemg  a  carelessly  done  copy  of 
a  copy  of  a  copy,  and  Ronald  would  hardly 
recognise  some  of  his  patterns,  and  he,  the  great 
apostle  of  truth  in  copying  nature,  would  have  a 
tit  It  he  could  see  some  of  these  so-called  "  coloured 
representations  of  the  natural  and  artificial  insect  " 
1  have  so  often  recommended  Ronald's  work  that 
sorry  as  I  am  to  point  out  these  defects  in  the 
colouring  of  the  latest  edition,  I  am  compelled  to 

wu^°  ^^i*l^°r  and  his  classic 

When  the  eleventh  edition  is  called  for  I  hope 
Messrs  Longmans  will  get  a  well  coloured  copy  of 
an  early  edition  and  give  the  work  to  some  one 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  match  the  colours  and 
put  them  on  carefully— for  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  colouring  should  not  be  as  good  now  as  half  a 
century  ago.  Some  of  the  engravings  want  touching 
up,  tine  details  having  been  worn  away. 

I  have  often  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  portrait  of 
Ronald  and  some  particulars  about  him,  but  in  vain 
vil,  '^^^  O'"^  work,  and  that  is  very 

little.  The  Blythe,  or  Blithe,  in  Staffordshire,  near 
Cresswell  Station,  was  the  scene  of  his  early 
experience ;  on  the  little  bridge  near  the  station 
stood  his  famous  observatory.  He  afterwards  lived 
m  Wales,  and  in  1856  he  was  in  Australia,  as  we 
learn  from  the  preface  to  the  fifth  edition  written 
iT«  t.i^'l^^^o^'"  ancl  flated  "  Thames  Side,  February, 

1^  i'  .   4-  ^^"^i^""     "  Piscator  "  was  my  old  friend 
the  late  H.  R.  Francis,  M.A. 


Mr.  Kennedy's  "  Perfect  Coch-y-Bondhu. 
At  my  suggestion  Mr.  Kennedy  sent  Mr  W  F 
Booth,  of  Brighton,  some  of  his  beetles  to  try  in 
Scotland,  and. this  is  what  Mr.  Booth  reports 
Dear  Sie,-I  beg  to  report  on  your  floating  Coch-y- 

unaided  by  artificial  means;  that  no  matter  how 
clumsily  It  was  cast  it  always  fell  upon  the  water  the 
right  side  up_;  that  rising  trout  in  the  River  Lver 

(the  only  loch  where  I  experienced  a  calm),  the  trout 
there  a  so  took  it  fished  dry.    It  hooks' and  hold 

TxtracSg  it"^""  ^^^^ 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  opportunity  of  testing 
Report  ^'  will  agaif 

.u^?^f  ®  -f-*  "''®f*y  '°  "se  this  letter  in  any  way  you 
think  fit.— ^  ours  faithfully,  w.  F.  Booth 

Travellers:  A  New  Law  in  Norway. 
A  new  law  came  in  force  in  Norway  on  .July  1 
under  which  (a)  lodging-house  keepers  must  record 
m  a  book  the  name,  address,  and  occupation  of 
"""i?^  uTf^l  residing  with  them,  the  place  at 
which  he  last  stayed,  his  destination,  and  the  date 
of  his  arrival  and  departure;  (b)  Foreigners  wish- 
ing to  take  up  their  residence  or  seek  a  livelihood 
m  Norway  must  report  their  intention  on  arrival 
and  if  required,  present  themselves  before  the 
local  head  of  the  police  or  the  district  magistrate. 
It  either  before  or  immediately  after  arrival  a 
foreigner  obtains  regular  employment  he  may 
delay  so  reporting  himself  for  eight  days.  Any 
traveller  refusing  to  furnish  the  information  re- 
ferred to  m  paragraph  (a)  or  giving  such  informa- 
tion falsely,  and  any  foreigner  failing  to  report 
himself  as  required  in  paragraph  (6)  is  liable  to  the 
punishment  of  a  &ne.— Westminster  Gazette. 

Here's  one  from  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  : 

A  small  cotter  farmer  lay  a-dying  slowly,  and 
the  end  was  not  far  off.  His  wife  was  attending  to 
the  big  iron  three-legged  pot,  the  lid  of  which  she 
lifted  occasionally  to  see  how  the  cooking  was 
proceedmg.  Inhis  box-bed,  the  gude  man's  nostrils 
feebly—''  savoury  smell,  and  he  muttered 

"  I  wad  like  a  wee  slice  o'  that  fush  " ' 
She  (in  reply)  :  "  Get  on  wi'  your  deein  !  The 
iush  s  for  the  funeral." 


The  Record  Tarpon. 
Mr.  N.  M.  George,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  killed 

T  M^o,""/  °^  ^^^^^  Honda,  Florida,  on 

April  8  last,  a  tarpon  of  2131b.,  length  seven  feet 
two  inches,  girth  forty-six  inches.  This  is  the 
record  tarpon  so  far. 

Mr  .J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  was  up  in  town 
recently  and  writes  to  me  that  in  a  famous  Oxford- 
street  taxidermist's  shop  he  saw  a  splendid  pair  of 
Merlm  hawks  utterly  spoilt  with  legs  painted  and 
varnished  a  pale  primrose. 

The  House  of  Commons  and  the  close  time  for 
ti-out  m  Scotland.  On  July  23,  1901,  the  Trout 
Fishing  Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill  came 
up,  was  discharged  and  withdrawn,  meeting  the 
same  fate  as  the  Scotch  Burial  Grounds  and  the 
Lords  Drunkards.  We  must  have  another  try  next 
session.  '  t?  T\,r 

Jtl.  B.  M.iRSTON. 


A  WILD  OUTING  AFTEE  WHITE 
TEOUT. 


Six  weeks  before  I  had  been  on  the  restful  Test 
a  sweet,  slow  river  that  meanders  seawards  between 
chalk  hills,  through  lush  meadows  and  common 
lands  whereaway,  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  the 
Romans  paved  roads  with  stone  "  setts,"  which 
looking  still  new,  endure  as  when  fixed  These 
roads  pass  from  the  castra  of  the  south  to  the 
castra  of  the  west  country  by  Winchester,  Sil- 


chester,  Gloucester,  Cirencester,  and  on,  straight  a.s 
birds'  flights,  over  dale  and  down,  and  through 
rivers,  fens,  and  forest,  somewhat  in  the  way  the 
South  Western  and  its  feeding  railways  tunnel  and 
gouge  their  courses  in  our  time.    But  many  of  the 
present  successors  of  the  grieved  legionaries  on  Test- 
bank  are  fly  fishers,  in  wading  gear,  only  intent  on 
trout  capture.    The  experience  I  had  had  amongst 
these  generous,  lucky  fellows— a  "  stretch  "  of  Test 
water  is  only  to  be  leased  through  a  hole  in  a  flush 
bank-balance,  alas  I   not   mine— had  set  at'oing 
longings  for  the  sight  of  other  far-away  stream 
sides,  where  I  had  been  wont  to  drink  deep  of  the 
peace  which  anglers  taste  perhaps  oftener  than 
other  men,  and  as  a  consequence  I  had  hied  me  to 
West   Connaught,   where,   from    just  endurable 
lodgings  in  N  ,  I  reached  such  angling  for  sea- 
trout  {Hihrrnice  white  trout)  as  should  gladden 
the  heart  of  the  most  pessimistic  man. 

The  river  by  N  comes  down  in  frequent  and 

violent  freshets,  for  its  mother  lake  is  fed  from  a 
zone  of  mountains  high  enough  to  catch  every 
passing  rain-cloud.      Up    these    fierce  freshets 
("  spates,"  as  the  Scotsmen  call  them)  the  white 
trout  forges  to  the  lough  above,  and  as  the  freshets" 
run  out  as  quickly  and  often  as  they  come,  all  trout 
that  have  not  been  able  to  reach  the  lough  in  a 
single  "  run  "  have  but  the  shelter  of  infrequent 
pools  during  the  very  low  water  bet\veen  the  times  ' 
of  the  freshets.     Formerly  it  never  struck  me  to 
angle  in  these  pools ;  now,  fresh  from  the  Hamp- 
shire stream  and  full  of  the  dry  fly  imbibed  thereby, 
I  thought  I  saw  a  roseate  opening  and  met — sore 
disappointment,  for,  however  greedy  of  worm  or 
minnow  or  of   drowned  fly  the   up-going  white 
trout  may  be,  he  had  no  apparent  appetite  for  the 
"  lock-winged  "  deceits  which  are  the  only  hand- 
made devices  used  by  sportsmen  to  lure  his  spotted 
cousins  in  English  chalk  streams.     Yet  if  I  had 
that  day  got  no  white  trout  by  dry  fly  arts,  it  is 
marked  with  a  red  letter,  for  about  me  were  many 
of  the  sweet  things  of  nature  which  over-preserva- 
tion have  made  scarce  elsewhere.    Kingfishers  and 
ring-ousels  abounded  below.  Above,  in  the  clarid  air. 
kestrels  circled  free  from  the  inconsequent  perse- 
cution of  gamekeepers.    Once  a  passing  shadow  of 
an  eagle,  high  soaring  from  his  eyrie  on  "  Nephin- 
Mor,"  blotted  the  glad  sunshine  which  glorified  the 
sands  of  the  river's  marge.    Often  the  kingfishers, 
projectiles  as  from  Paradise,  shot  along  in  thct 
bravery  of  blue  and  gold  from  pool  to  pool,  and 
now  and  then  an  ousel  skimmed  by  to  some  old 
rock  that  showed  a  water-rounded  head  fi-om  the 
wash  of  the  latest  freshet.    It  was  while  I  watched 
the  divagations  of  these  pretty  birds  that  I  heard  a 
talker  behind  me.    At  first  his  speech  was  but  half 
comprehended  by  me.    It  was  Irish— a  noble  old 
tongue  of  which,  I  am  ashamed  to  say,  I  never 
knew  but  a  little,  a  little  I  forget  each  hour,  for 
lack  of  usage  in  exile  from  my  birth-land;  but  I 
made  out  enough  to  know  that  the  boy  who  spoke 
would  convey  to  me  not  to  observe  too  closely  the 
ousel's  flight.    When,  by  virtue  of  my  oftfer  of 
tobacco,  I  had  made  a  friend  of  Con  Fiachi-y  (I 
soon  learned  his  names,  the  second,  the  family  One, 
Englished  means  "  Hunter"),  he  told  me,  in" more 
intelligible  English  speech  than  that  of  Somerset 
hinds,  that  it  was  thought  unlucky  to  watch  the 
bird's  flight,  because  •'  Grauna-Uille's  blackbirds  " 
ever  bear  a  message  from  the  Mother  of  God  to 
the  rivers— that  "run  they  never  so  full  to  the 
sea  they  may  not  fill  it  and  cover  up  the  land 
again."    The  bird's  white  collarette  is  the  covering 
of  the  message ;  his  otherwise  sombre  plumage, 
his  mourning  for  "the  dead  of  the  great  flood." 
Thus  the   legend  recalls   Noah's   deluge.  Con 
was  my  companion  through   many  a  foray  on 
the  white  trout  and  flappers  in  the  lake  above,  but. 
though  he  was  full  of  curious  lore,  I  never  could 
get  from  him  any  explanation  why  the  name  of 
the   notorious  Irish  female  fi-eebooter  had  been 
attached  to  the  little  birds  that  give  the  streams  a 
message  each  time  they  dip  their  beaks.    A  pretty 
legend  which  belongs  to  the  foUx-lore  of  most  of 
the  world's  peoples  makes  the  rainbow  the  agent 
to  promise  no  futm-e  flood,  but  it  is  in  no  wise 
prettier  than  Con's  poetic  story  told  in  West  Mayo. 
In  Donegal  the  v,i-ing-ousel  is  said  to  be  the  host  of 
the  souls  of  those  O'Donels  hanged  by  long-dead 
English  Lord-Deputies'  soldiers  in  old  wars  of  Tyr- 
Connel.     The  neck-ring  of  the  bird  marks  the 
pincli  of  the  ropes.    Such  legends  may  well  make 
pleasant  even  a  wild  outing,  and  of  them  I  have 
heard  a  store  which  make  a  garment  of  poetry  for 
Nature's  small  deer  everywhere.         Hi  Reg.an. 
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THE  GENERATION  OF  THE  EEL. 

Although  there  are  many  curious  matters  con- 
nected with  the  life  history  of  the  eel  which  are 
still  mysteries,  the  main  facts  are  now  pretty  well 
establislied,  and  seeing  an  illustrated  resume  of 
them  in  a  recent  number  of  our  interesting  French 
contemporary,  Le  Pecheur,  I  wrote  to  the  editor, 
M.  Rene  Pai'atre,  for  permission  to  give  his  article 
in  English,  which  permission  he  most  courteously 
gave  me. 

The  question  of  the  method  of  reproduction  of 
the  eel  was  a  mystery  which  since  the  earliest  times 
has  occupied  the  attention  of  naturalists,  a  problem 
which  the  researches  of  the  anatomists  of  the  18th 
and  connnencement  of  the  19tli  century  had  only 
verv  imperfectly  solved. 

Aristotle,    P'linv,    Helmont,    Schwenfeld,  and 


Crivelli  and  Maggi,  of  Ercolani,  authors  of  the 
hermaphrodite  theory  of  the  eel,  an  error  as  grave 
as  that  of  Eller,  Lacepede,  and  others,  who  affirmed 
that  eels  were  vi\'iparous.  These  researches  were 
followed  by  the  patient  studies  of  Syrski,*  Dareste, 
and  finally'  by  Charles  Robin.  Robin  showed  that 
there  are  not  only  male  and  female  eels,  but  that, 
with  few  exceptions,  all  the  eelsj^forming  the  kind 
known  under  the  name  of  Piin'pcrneau,  with  big 
eyes  and  a  short  and  flat  snout,  are  males,  which  do 
not  grow  longer  than  from  fifteen  to  t\\  enty  inches. 
Reproduction  i  of  the  species  takes  place  in  the  sea 
in  the  winter  time. 

Spallanzani  had  akeady,  towards  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  expressed  the  opinion  that  this 
fish  descends  the  rivers  in  order  to  spawn  in  the 
salt  water.  But  this  was  merely  an  ingenious 
hypothesis,  based  solely.on  the  fact  that  no  one 


A— Tlie  Common  Eel. 


B— Head  of  same. 


i'V!ii"'i'iii'li'l/ii'?i  A''iii',',iJl'iii 


A— Larva,  or  young  of  the  eel,  recently  hatched. 


B— Elver,  or  yoini<{  eel. 


Schonevald  all  had  most  extraordinary  ideas  on 
this  subject,  such  as  that  young  eels  were  produced 
from  mud,  from  fragments  of  the  bodies  of  adult 
eels,  from  the  flesh  of  dead  animals  thrown  into 
{he  water,  from  the  gills  of  certain  fish,  from  horse- 
hair, etc. 

A  little  advance  in  knowledge  of  the  subject  was 
made  about  the  middle  of  the  18th  century,  when 
Mondini  and  Miiller  discovered  the  ovaries  of  the 
eel,  organs  which  were  subsequently  studied  with 
care  by  Rathke.  The  male  organs  had  still  to  be 
discovered.  In  1840  Duvernoy  proved  that  there 
exist  in  the  fish  in  question  at  the  period  of 
reproduction,  in  organs  apparently  to  some  extent 
resembling  ovaries,  capsules  or  cells  filled  with 
spermatozoids.*    Then   came   the   researches  of 

*  Some  two  or  three  years  ago  I  gave  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  an 
illustrated  account  of  the  ovaries,  eggs,  etc.,  of  the  eel  from 
JIax  v.  d.  Berne's  "  Handbqch  der  Fischzucht,  etc, "— R.  B,  M, 


had  ever  been  able  to  find  eggs  in  the  eels  taken  in 
immense  numbers  in  the  lakes,  ponds,  and  streams 
of  Italy  and  Sicily.  Since  then  Spallanzani's 
surmise  has  proved  tq  be  correct,  as  in  1824 
Lamouroux  established  the  fact  that  the  numerous 
little  transparent  worm-like  animals  caught  at  the 
mouths  of  rivers  were  young  eels. 

Every  year,  in  fact,  myriads  of  these  little  and 
still  colourless  beings,  but  without  umbilical  sac 
(fig.  2  B),  appear  in  the  mouths  of  our  rivers  and 
ascend  them  to  complete  their  development. 

These  periodical  migrations  are  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Montee  in  France,  and  eel  fare  in 
this  country.  The  young  eels,  or  elvers,  swarm  up 
some  rivers — the  Loire,  for  example — in  such 
enormous  quantities  that  the  coimtry  people  fill 


*  The  male  eel  was  discovered  by  Syvski  In  1873. 
only  in  brackish  water  and  in  the  sea. 


It  is  found 


barrels  with  them  to  use  as  manure  or  feed  to  the 
pigs. 

It  is  useless,  as  Charles  Robin  remarks,  to  discuss 
the  question  as  to  whether  the  young  fish  composing 
the  Montee  may  become  congers  as  well  as  common 
eels ;  or  if  they,  on  the  other  hand,  are  or  are  not 
the  young  of  congers.  The  young  eels  have 
characteristics  which  serve  easily  to  distinguish 
them  from  congers,  the  principal  being  the  fact 
that  in  the  conger  the  back  fin  extends  much 
farther  along  the  back,  indeed  almost  to  the  back 
part  of  the  head  ;  the  common  eel  has  scales  which 
are  absent  in  the  conger. 

-  -All  the  eel  fry  do  not  ascend  the  rivers,  many 
remain  for  a  more  or  less  long  time  in  the  sea ;  in 
like  mamier  many  adult  eels  do  not  return  to  the 
sea  but  live  in  the  fresh  water  without  spawning. 
But  as  soon  as  it  was  established  that  eels  spawn 
in  salt  water  it  remained  to  be  seen  how 
and  when  they  spawned,  whether  the  young 
eels  of  the  Montee,  or  swarm,  came  directly 
from  the  eggs,  as  might  be  supposed,  seeing 
what  happens  in  the  case  of  other  fish. 

A  fact  observed  about  fifteen  years  ago 
by  Professor  Yves  Delage  appeared  to  again 
complicate  the  problem.  There  exists  a 
group  of  small  fishes,  well  known  tmder  the 
name  of  leptocephali,  which  appear  to  be 
imperfect,  and  which  have  a  larval  form 
(see  fig.  2  A).  One  of  these  little  fish, 
caught  at  Roscoff  and  placed  in  an  aquarium, 
developed  into  a  yoimg  conger.  This  fact 
proved  that  the  leptocephali  were  the  larval 
form  of  certain  species  of  the  Murenidee. 

Two  Italian  savants,  MM.  Grassi  and 
Calandi-uccio,  studied  this  question  with 
great  care,  aided  by  the  fact  that  on  the 
coast  of  Sicily,  in  the  Strait  of  Messina, 
they  found  great  quantities  of  leptocephali 
of  the  species  known  as  Leptocephalus 
hrevirostris,  as  well  as  the  eggs  of  eels 
washed  up  by  strong  currents.  These 
savants  made  a  multitude  of  experiments 
and  observations  which  proved  the  develop- 
ment of  the  leptocephalus  in  question  into  young 
eels— that  is  to  say,  they  showed  conclusively  thaj^ 
Lcptoce])lialus  hrevirostris  is  none  other  than  the; 
larval  form  of  the  common  eel,  Anguilla  vulgaris. 

M.  Henry  de  Varingy,  in  his  account  of  the 
history  of  this  discovery  published  in  La  Nature 
(No.  12.56),  resumes  the  history  bf  the  reproductior^ 
of  the  eel  as  follows  : —  ^ 
"  The  eels  descend  the  rivers  from  October  to  ' 
.January— n  Italy,  at  any  rate;  they  seek  deep 
water  in  t''he  sea  where  they  undergo  (as  has  been 
observed  in  specimens  thrown  up  occasionally  by 
strong  currents)  obvious  modifications— the  eyes 
become  much  larger  than  they  ever  are  in  fresh 
water,  and  the  fish  arrives  at  sexual  maturity, 
which  never  happens  in  fresh  water.  Spawning 
takes  place  at  considerable  depths  after  the  eel  has 
lived  there  some  time — some  months — and  the 
pressure  and  the  chemical  constituents  of  the 
water,  perhaps  also  other  unnoted  factors,  evidently 
play  an  important  part  in  this  sexual  development; 
Eggs  of  the  eel  are  found  from  August  to  January; 
and  the  leptocephali  appear  from  February  t' 
September. 

"  The  dru-ation  of  the  leptocephalic  life  is  uii' 
known  exactly,  but  we  know  that  a  single  month, 
suffices  for  the  development  of  the  leptocephalus 
into  the  young  eel.  M.  Grassi  is  of  opinion  that 
the  elvers  which  ascend  the  rivers  in  the  spring 
are  already  one  year  old;  but  how  much  of  this 
year  has  been  passed  in  the  larval  state  is  a  little 
point  which  has  still  to  be  cleared  up. 

"  And  what  becomes  of  the  eels  after  spawning  ? 
The  general  opinion  is  that  they  die.  They  do  not 
return  to  the  rivers,  but  terminate  their  existence 
in  the  sea,  living  but  a  brief  period  after  repro- 
duction. This,  at  least,  is  the  general  opinion, 
and  it  seems  reasonable  also,  for  one  never  finds 
in  fresh  water  eels  which  have  the  appearance 
of  having  lived  in  the  sea;  and  it  is  perfectly 
certain  that  if  they  did  return  again  to  fresh 
water,  they  would  retain,  at  least  for  some  time, 
the  peculiar  formation  of  the  eye,  larger  and  more 
protuberant,  which  they  acquire  in  the  sea." 

M.  Desmarest,  of  the  Jardin  des  Plantes,  Paris, 
kept  an  eel  in  confinement  for  thirty-seven  years. 

The  statement  that  eels  never  breed  in  fresh 
water  and  that  male  eels  are  never  found  in  fresL 
water,  makes  it  difficult  to  imderstand  some 
matters  which  have  been  noticed  in  its  fresh-water 
life,  and  particularly  the  fact  which  has  often  been 
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recorded  that  very  small  eels  have  been  found  in 
waters  quite  unconnected  with  any  stream.  For 
instance,  I  know  a  pond — an  old  gravel  pit,  in 
fact — miles  away  from  any  stream,  into  which  eels 
were  placed  some  tune  in  the  seventies.  Ten  years 
and  more  later  I  caught  there  small  eels  no  larger 
than  an  ordinary  lead-pencil — they  were  much 
smaller  than  any  that  were  put  in. 

Professor  H.  G.  Seeley,  F.R.S.,  in  his  "  Fresh 
Water  Fishes  of  Europe,"  refers  to  accounts  of  eels 
of  the  most  minute  size  having  been  found  in 
ponds  imconnected  with  streams,  and  says  that  this 
"  seems  to  leave  the  question  open  whether  there 
may  not  in  some  localities  be  land-locked  races  of 
eels." 

My  own  experience  makes  me  believe  that  eels 
can  and  do  breed  in  fresh  water. 

E.  fi.  Marston. 


with  the  softest  herbage.  Here  a  village  with  its 
mill,  and  there  a  hamlet  with  its  homely  old  church, 
mark  the  stages  of  the  crystal  clear  river,  every 
foot  of  which  is  the  treasured  preserve  of  some 
wealthy  angler.  There  are  golden  trout  upon  the 
gravel,  and  in  the  deeps,  while  the  shallows,  many 
of  which  ha\'e  been  fords  from  time  immemorial, 
are  open  to  the  eye  of  the  waj-farer  who  quietly 
pauses  on  the  rustic  bridges  to  watch  the  spotted 
denizens  as  they  cruise  and  poise." 

From  the  very  interesting  chapter  on  the  Tweed 
and  its  tributaries  we  gi\  c  an  illustration  showing 
the  jimction  of  the  Till  and  the  Glen  (both  famous 
angling  rivers)  a  mile  or  t\vo  from  the  scene  of  the  ! 
ever  memorable  battle  of  Flodden,  when  more  men  : 
were  killed  in  one  day  than  have  been  killed  or 
died  of  disease  on  both  sides  during  the  whole  of 
this  long  war  in  South  Africa. 


he  can  mean  no  more  by  the  uncomplimentary  expres- 
sion than  when  in  his  prose  he  speaks  of  it  as  deep 
and  slow.  A  very  leisurely  water  it  certainly  is,  and 
the  country  through  which  it  flows— past  Ewart  New- 
town, where  it  is  joined  by  the  Glen,  which  rises  on 
the  slopes  of  the  Cheviots  as  Bowmont  Water,  and 
passes  through  scenery  of  which  that  at  Coupland  may 
be  taken  as  typical— is  not  on  the  wliole  interesting. 
But  the  epithet  is  loss  than  just  if  applied  to  its  mouth 
and  the  reaches  immediately  below,  for  here  it  flows 
through  a  deep,  winding,  and  gloriously  wooded  glen. 
On  the  peninsula  where  the  streams  meet  and  blend, 
stands  a  fragment  of  what  was  once  "  a  chapel  fair," 
dedicated  to  St.  Cuthbert ;  for  when  the  roving  saint 
had  tired  of  Melrose  and  induced  his  custodians  to 
launch  him  upon  the  Tweed  in  a  atone  coffin,  this 
"  ponderous  bark  for  river-tides "  glided  "  light  as 
gossamer  "  until  it  landed  here.  The  coffin  used  to  be 
shown  in  two  pieces  beside  the  ruin  (it  was  broken  by 
the  saint's  guardian  spirits,  to  save  it  from  being 


Junction  op  the  Bobder  Rivers  Till  and  Glen. 
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One  of  the  most  interesting  and  beautiful  of  the 
many  fine  works  which  we  owe  to  the  enterprise  of 
Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co.  is  their  "  Rivers  of  Great 
Britain,"  a  descriptive,  historical,  and  pictorial 
work.  This  profusely  illustrated  account  of  our 
rivers  has,  of  course,  peculiar  attractions  for  anglers, 
and  we  have  much  pleasm-e  in  calling  their  special 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  work  is  now  being 
published  in  fortnightly  parts  at  7d.  net,  with  a 
series  of  Rembrandt  photogravm-e  plates  especially 
prepared  for  this  edition,  that  in  Part  I.  bemg  a 
view  of  the  mouth  of  that  lovely  Devonshu-e  river, 
the  Dart.  This  new  edition  will  be  published  at 
7s.,  or  just  a  sixth  of  the  original  price. 

In  addition  to  views,  which  include  all  the  chief 
featiu-es  of  river  scenery,  small  maps  are  given  like 
the  specimen  we  give  of  the  rivers  of  Kent  and 
Sussex  which  accompanies  Mr.  Wm.  Senior's  bright 
and  rapid  sketch  of  "  The  Southern  Chalk  Streams," 
from  which  we  give  an  extract  desci-ibing  the 
deHghtful  valley  of  the  Itchen  :— 

"  The  tributaries  of  the  Itchen  are  inconsiderable ; 
but  it  is  a  land  of  innumerable  watercourses,  and 
of  carriers,  kept  in  action  for  the  flooding  of  the 
pastures.  Hence  the  meads  are  found  in  a  perpetual 
freshness  of  "  li%TLng  green,"  and  the  verdant  pastures 
m  the  late  spring  are  magnificent  with  their  marsh - 
marigolds  and  cuckoo  flowers  marking  the  lines  of 
the  meadow  trenches,  while  the  hedges  and  coppices 
are  a  dream  of  May  blossom.  Noble  country  houses 
are  set  back  on  the  slopes,  real  old-fashioned  farm- 
houses and  thatched  cottages  are  embowered  in 
every  variety  of  foliage,  and  the  background  is 
frequently  filled  in  by  gently  ranging  upland  clothed 


The  following  extract  gives  a  fair  idea  of  the 
pleasant  manner  in  which  the  scenery  of  the  rivers 
of  Great  Britain  is  described,  and  their  legend  and 
history  touched  upon  : — • 

Prom  Ladykirk  onwards  to  Tillmouth,  walking 
along  the  banks,  there  is  a  rapid  succession  of  varied 
delights.  On  one  side  or  the  other,  when  not  on  both, 
the  stream  is  edged  with  lovely  copses  ;  and  the  path, 
breast  high  with  tufted  grass  and  tangled  briar,  runs 
past  many  a  thicket  beloved  of  the  yellow  linnet  and 
the  spotted  thrush,  and  athwart 
many  a  glen  where  in  simpler  days 
fairies  held  their  dainty  revels  and 
laid  their  sprightly  plots. 

The  Till  not  only  augments  the 
waters,  but  adds  to  the  beauties,  of 
the  Tweed.  "  The  sullen  Till,"  Scott 
calls  it  in  his  poetry  ;  but  here  he 
is  tuning  his  harp  to  a  minor  key  to 
sing  the  disaster  at  Flodden  ;  and 


degraded  to  an  ignoble  use) ;  and  Sir  Walter,  who 
would  appear  to  have  seen  it,  says  that  it  was  finely 
shaped,  and  of  such  proportions  that  with  very  little 
assistance  it  might  have  floated. 

•  In  conclusion  we  must  emphasise  om-  conviction 
that  every  one  who  becomes  the  possessor  of  a  copy 
of  this  fascinating  work  will  treasure  it  not  only  as 
a  memorial  of  scenes  which  have  been  visited,  but 
as  a  never  failing  store  of  suggestions  of  fresh  places 
to  be  visited  and  other  rivers  waiting  to  be  fished 
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A  HIGHLAND  LOCH  IN  JUNE. 
(LOCH  LAGGAN.) 
By  a  Beverley  Angler  (F.  G.  H.). 

Early  in  the  "leafy  month  of  June,"  after 
tra\elling  by  the  night  express  from  York  to 
Inverness,  I  an-ived  at  Kingussie  about  8.15  a.m. ; 
at  9.30  I  moimted  the  mail  coach  which  nms  to 
Tullock,  and,  after  a  di-ive  of  nineteen  miles  along  a 
road  winding  through  a  picturesque  glen,  aifording  at 
every  turn  views  of  mountain  and  moor,  woodland 
and  pasture,  river  and  burn  of  wondrous  beauty 
and  variety,  the  quaint  little  wayside  inn  at  Loch 
Laggan  was  reached  about  one  o'clock.  The  first 
view  of  the  loch  (a  fine  sheet  of  water,  one  thousand 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  about  eight-and-a-half  miles 
by  one)  was  disappointing.  Heavy  clouds  from 
the  north-west  had  overspread  the  sky,  and  their 
leaden  hue  was  truly  reflected  by  the  water.  For 
five  hours  I  tried  my  luck  on  the  loch,  but  fishing 
was  absolutely  "  off,"  and  the  basket  was  nil.  For 
the  following  fifteen  days  every  possible  variety  of 
weather  was  experienced,  thi-ee  only  of  the  number 
being  typical  of  summer  in  its  full  charm  and  glory. 
On  four  the  chilling  breath  of  the  north  and  east 
winds,  together  with  copious  sho\vers  of  hail  and 
rain  which  fell  at  intervals,  played  havoc  with  things 
piscatorial  as  well  as  personal  comfort.  On  the 
morning  of  Tuesday,  June  11,  the  highest  mountains, 
fi-om  their  summits  nearly  half  way  downwards, 
were  enveloped  in  a  diaphanous  mantle  of  snow, 
the  effect  of  which,  by  contrast  with  the  brilliant 
verdure  of  the  forest  trees  on  their  lower  slopes, 
was  one  of  singular  and  striking  beauty.  Soon  the 
burns  developed  into  mountain  torrents,  and  streaks 
of  silver  radiated  in  all  directions  from  the  snowy 
srmmiits  of  the  mountains,  tumbling  in  miniature 
cascades  in  their  downward  course  to  the  loch,  and 
the  rush  of  many  waters  fell  on  the  ear  with  an  effect 
very  like  that  of  ocean  waves  breaking  on  the  shore. 
As  a  spectacle,  an  aspect  of  nature,  it  was  all  very 
fine— charming,  inspiriting,  magnificent— but  frorn 
a  piscatorial  standpoint  these  conditions  were  not 
encom-aging.  Our  gillies  shook  their  heads  dis- 
mally.; but  even  the  downpour  and  drizzling 
mist,  pitiless  as  it  sometimes  was,  had  its  aisthetic 
compensations.  Rainbows  of  perfect  form  and 
marvellous  iridescence  appeared  as  if  by  magic  on 
the  first  emergence  of  the  sim,  sometimes  spanning 
with  a  perfect  arch  the  waters  of  the  loch,  at 
others  painted  on  the  moimtain  slopes,  and  agaLo 
they  would  take  the  form  of  delicate  prismatic 
clouds  resting  on  the  surface  of  the  loch,  or  held  in 
the  hollows  of  the  eastern  hills.  Some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  downfall  may  be  grasped  from  the 
fact  that,  as  a  result,  the  surface  of  the  loch  rose 
three  feet  in  about  sixty  hours.  The.  climatic 
conditions  on  the  remaining  days  were  of  a  mixed 
order— sunshine  and  cloud,  wind  and  calm  in  turn 
prevailed,  and  on  one  day  the  force  of  the  west 
wind  rendered  boating  impracticable. 

Practically  the  loch  contains  trout  only,  though 
ferox  and  char  are  said  to  inhabit  it.  There  must 
also  be  eels  in  it,  for  I  noticed  several  elvers  in 
Aberader  Bay  close  to  the  shore.  This  reminds  me 
of  a'smgular  belief  as  to  the  origin  of  eels  prevalent 
amongst  the  natives.  In  a  burn  I  found  a  thread- 
like creature  about  three  inches  in  length.  At  first 
sight  I  took  it  for  a  piece  of  fibre  or  grey  thread, 
but  closer  observation  convinced  me  of  its  in- 
dependent life  and  motion,  and  on  capturing  it  I 
found  it  had  innumerable  and  almost  invisible 
legs.  On  showing  this  to  some  of  the  gillies  and 
others,  they  said  they  were  familiar  with  it,  and 
the  creature  would  turn  into  an  eel ;  and  apparently 
my  questions  did  not  shake  their  illusory  belief. 
They  were  evidently  serious.  What  the  real  name 
of  the  creature  may  be  I  have  no  idea  (though,  of 
course,  it  will  be  known  to  the  naturalist),  and  I 
fear  my  chance  of  information  has  gone,  for  the 
chambermaid,  in  the  exuberance  of  her  zeal  for 
sanitation,  committed  my  precious  capture,  to- 
gether with  a  couple  of  easts  and  some  flies  which 
I  had  placed  in  water,  to  the  slop-pail. 

Now  as  to  sport.  My  best  day  (a  balmy  west 
wmd,  with  cloud  and  sunshine  alternated,  and  one 
warm  shower)  resulted  in  a  basket  of  seventeen 
fish,  averaging  about  two-and-a-quarter  to  the 
pound  ;  and  my  worst  one,  two  fish,  ilb.  each. 
There  is  no  prescribed  limit  of  size,  but  1  adopted 
a  self-imposed  one  of  nine  inches.  On  some  days 
the  number  of  my  returns  exceeded  that  of  those 
retamed,  but,  roughly  speaking,  the  former  would 
average,  say,  one-third  of  the  total  catch.    On  one 


of  the  days  when  the  fish  took  freely  there  was 
a  hailstorm  from  the  north-west  of  considerable 
N'iolence,  with  heavy  rain  at  intervals,  and  on 
another  a  cold  east  wind  prevailed.  I  did  not  take 
the  temperature  of  the  water,  but  on  both  these 
days  it  felt  warm  by  contrast  with  the  cold 
atmosphere.  The  best  fish  taken  by  me  did  not 
exceed  fib.,  and  I  regarded  one  of  4lb.  as  a  good 
fish.  Some  of  my  brother  anglers  made  better 
baskets.  One,  fishing  the  lower  end  of  the  loch 
(about  two  miles  from  rpy  water),  secured  an 
excellent  basket  of  fifty-one  fish,  which  averaged  a 
little  over  three  to  the  pound,  but  in  this  case  the 
nine-inch  limit  ■  was  not  obser\'ed ;  and  another 
angler,  during  three  consecutive  days,  took,  whilst 
trolling  with  the  natural  bait,  four  fine  trout — 
namely,  one  of  2.^1b.  andthree  of  21b.  each,  besides  a 
number  of  good  fish  on  the  fly.  Fish  of  this  size  are, 
however,  rarely  now  taken  in  Loch  Laggan,  though 
I  remember,  during  my  visit  here  in  June,  1900,  a 
lady  angler  from  Kent,  of  singular  expertness  and 
energy,  killed  a  A  ery  fine  trout  of  31b.  on  a  nameless 
fly,  very  like  a  large  hackle  May  (light),  amongst 
us  facetiously  referred  to  as  "  Fuzzy  Wuzzy,"  but 
this  was  a  "record"  fish.  A  Salmo  ferox  is 
occasionally  taken  on  the  troll ;  the  event,  however, 
is  rare,  only  one,  I  think  (about  5lb.),  being  creeled 
last  year,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  none  this.  Of 
the  heavy  baskets  traditionally  associated  with  many 
Scottish  lochs,  I  have  had  no  personal  experience, 
nor  do  I  meet  with  many  modern  anglers  who 
have. 

Ten  years  ago  and  backwards  baskets  of  four  oi; 
five  dozen  fish  were,  I  am  told,  frequently  taken  on 
Loch  Laggan,  and  amongst  these  were  fish  of  from 
lib.  to  21b.  (and  this  is  no  great  demand  on  one's 
credulity,  for  really  Laggan  is  a  fine  water,  and  at 
that  time  visitors  had  the  right  of  fishing  the  whole 
loch  ;  now  half  is  retained  by  Sir  John  Ramsden, 
the  riparian  proprietor  on  the  south  side)  ;  but  at 
the  present  time  if  an  angler  can  by  hard  work  and 
careful  fishing  secure  six  or  eight  brace  of  tahable 
fish  in  a  day's  angling,  h;e  may  be  well  content, 
and,  really,  to  him  who  fishes  for  the  subtle 
pleasure  of  plying  his  "  art  "  and  for  the  "  sport  " 
of  the  thing,  the  reward,  it  seems  to  me,  is  adequate. 
My  daily  average  for  fom-teen  days  on  the  loch 
was  five-and-a-half  brace  of  fish,  averaging  a  little 
over  two  to  the  pound,  and  I  am  well  pleased  and 
content  with  my  luck.  For  some  days,  on  a  part 
of  the  loch  knowa  as  Aberader  Bay,  there  was  a 
rise  of  the  May  Fly  in  fair  immbers,  and  this  cer- 
tainly brought  up  good  fish,  which  took  it  with 
avidity.  I  noticed  the  first  fly  on  June  10,  and  on 
June  11,  15,  16  and  17  the  numbers  gradually 
increased.  During  this  period  the  artificial  May, 
either  wet  (hackle)  or  as  floater  (winged),  was 
readily  taken.  On  the  latter  I  took  several  good 
fish,  none  less  than  ten  ounces.  At  my  second 
cast,  in  nearly  calm  water,  the  floater  was  promptly 
talien,  and  every  rising  fish  over  which  I  cast 
responded  with  alacrity  to  the  lure,  though  there 
were  several  occasions  on  which  I  failed  to  net  my 
fish,  probably  through  my  own  inexpertness.  The 
"  dap  "  would  probably  have  proved  very  effective. 
It  is  clear  to  me  that  there  are  times  and  conditions 
when,  even  on  a  large  loch  like  Laggan,  dry  fly 
fishing  may  be  used  with  efiect,  and  its  practice 
affords  a  pleasant  change  ;  it  is,  moreover,  certainly 
very  fascinating  to  the  angler  as  well  as  to  the 
angled.  My  gillie  remarked  that  he  had  not  seen 
the  method  tried  previously,  but  I  suppose  many 
anglers  must  have  made  the  experiment,  and  their 
experience  would  be  interesting. 

As  to  flies  my  experience  is  inconclusive.  Person- 
ally, I  used  Bracken  Clock  (made  specially  on  No.  4 
Prennell  hooks),  Peimell's  hackles,  claret,  black, 
and  yellow  (hackle  red  was  ineffective),  and  whilst 
the  May  Fly  was  on,  hackle  and  floating  Mays. 
But  other  contemporaneous  anglers  were  equally 
(some  more)  successful  with  Greenwell's  Glory, 
Purple  and  Teal,  Zulu,  and  Silver  Doctor.  The 
one  point  on  which  I  have  had  no  doubt  is  that 
the  fish  did  take  preferentially  during  the  advent 
of  the  May  Fly  the  artificial  May  in  both  hackle 
and  winged  form.  The  floaters  I  used  must  have 
been  fairly  life-like  (certainly  they  "  cocked  "  well), 
for  on  one  occasion  a  kittiwake,  flying  towards  me 
some  thirty  feet  overhead,  suddenly  turned,  wheeled, 
and  swooped  gracefully  down  to  my  fly,  which  he 
neatly  picked  up  and  promptly  dropped.  In  June, 
1900,  I  may  observe  that  I  found  hackle  Claret  a 
very  taking  fly,  quite  one-third  of  my  fish  being 
killed  on  it,  and  my  rises  two  to  one  on  two 
days  when  fishing  in  company  with  another  angler. 


On  the  way  to  the  fly  water  it  is  customary  to 
troll,  and  both  last  year  and  this  a  blue  phantom 
minnow  (two-and-a-half  or  three  inches)  proved,  as 
compared  with  a  brown  one,  an  eft'ective  lure.  It 
is,  however,  surprising  what  "  sprats  "  will  some- 
times seize  the  minnow.  Frequently  I  returned 
fish  under  eight  inches  ;  once  I  returned  five  of 
these  in  succession  during  a  distance  of  about 
a  mile  and  a  half.  By  way  of  a  change,  a 
pleasant  day  may  be  spent  on  the  River  Pattaig, 
which  flows  into  the  head  of  the  loch  close  to  the 
hotel,  and  affords  about  four  miles  of  fair  fishing. 
Big  baskets  are,  I  am  told,  occasionally  made  with 
the  worm  in  this  water.  My  own  experience  only 
extends  to  the  fly. 

A  word  as  to  the  hotel  accommodation.  It  is 
entirely  unpretentious,  but  quite  comfortable.  The 
landlady,  Mrs.  Cameron  and  her  daughters  who 
assist  her  are  attentive  and  good-natured ;  every 
service  they  can  render  for  the  comfort  of  the 
guests  is  cheerfully  done.  The  gillies  are  amiable 
fellows,  ready  to  oblige,  and  know  their  work. 

In  conclusion,  I  crave  indulgence  for  one  or  two 
reflections.  The  first  is  one  of  regret  that  in  this 
superb  loch  and  fine  fishing  water  deterioration 
should  be  in  progress,  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  cer- 
tainly is.  To  check  this  anglers  can  themselves 
do  something.  If  they  will  voluntarily  impose  on 
themselves  a  fair  size  limft,  and  conscientiously 
return,  unhurt,  all  below  that  limit,  one  cause  of 
depletion  at  least  will  be  removed.  I  venture  to 
suggest  the  return  of  all  fish  less  than  nine  inches. 
At  present  I  fear  many  scores  (probably  hundreds) 
of  fish  below  this  limit  are  annually  taken  or 
injured,  and  that  by  good  anglers  who  know 
better,  but  act,  or  allow  their  gillies  to  act,  un- 
thinkingly. I  respectfully  ask  my  brother  anglers 
if  this  suggestion  is  not  worthy  of  their  sympathetic 
consideration '?  A  haj^pier  tone  colours  my  other 
reflections. 

For  overwrought  or  troubled  minds,  or  for  weary 
or  enfeebled  bodies,  what  medicine  can  compare 
with  the  salutary  influence  of  a  holiday  amid  the 
lochs  and  rivers,  mountain,  moor,  and  woodland  of 
the  Plighlands '?  And  at  Loch  Laggan  surely  are 
concentrated  all  these  charms.  From  above  or 
below  the  prospect  has  its  distinctive  beauty. 
Viewed  from  the  loch  the  mountains  rise  ridge 
on  ridge,  and  peak  beyond  peak,  swelling  in  serried 
and  picturesque  outline  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see. 
In  their  lower  parts  brilliant  with  the  verdure  of 
birch  and  alder,  oak  and  mountain  ash,  relieved 
here  and  there  by  the  darker  foliage  of  the  conifers, 
their  upper  parts  and  summits  veiled  in  soft  shades 
of  purple,  russet,  blue,  and  grey,  whilst  from  the 
higher  peaks  patches  of  snow  glisten  in  dazzling 
whiteness.  Or  take  the  prospect  from  above, 
ascend  one  of  the  lower  hills ;  immediately  below 
lies  the  loch  visible  to  its  whole  extent,  lustrous  as 
a  rare  jewel,  ever  changing  its  aspect,  answering  in 
merry  ripples  to  the  kisses  of  the  zephyr,  reflecting 
from  innumerable  sparkling  points  the  splendour 
of  the  sun,  or  placid  as  a  mirror,  envisaging  the 
image  of  the  sky  and  mountains,  and  imparting  to, 
them  a  definition  and  brilliance  superior  even  to 
the  actuality.  Lift  your  eyes  and  look  around,  in 
every  direction  stretches  a  panorama  of  mountain 
and  glen,  wood  and  river  of  superb,  almost  solemn, 
beauty  and  charm.  One  charm  more — let  the 
golden  or  the  roseate  rays  of  the  rising  or  the 

setting  sun  touch  the  picture  and  but  words 

are  useless  ;  nothing  but  the  vision  itself  can  suffice 
to  convey  a  sense  of  its  superlative  and  mysterious 
beauty. 

Then  of  plant,  animal,  bird,  and  insect  life  there 
is  a  great  variety.  During  one  of  my  Sunday 
tramps  to  a  mountain  loch  (Cor  Arder),  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  feet  above  sea  level  (for  as  a 
matter  of  good  taste  one  should  not  offend  the 
Scottish  superstition  as  to  Sabbath  observance  by 
an  open  indulgence  in  recreation),  I  saw  deer,  grouse, 
hares,  etc.,  and  high  above,  just  topping  the  rocky 
precipitous  side  of  the  mountain,  some  five  hundred 
feet  in  the  air  a  golden  eagle  was  soaring  in  solitary 
grandeur  (once  they  built  here  and  were  numerous). 
On  Loch  Laggan  are  gulls  (grey  and  kittiwake), 
sandpipers,  oyster-catchers,  and  ducks,  and  around 
its  shores  circle  the  curlew  and  plover.  The  various 
wagtails  and  the  charming  little  redstart  are 
common,  and,  of  com-se,  om-  old  friends  the  cuckoo, 
thrush,  and  blackbird  are  well  in  evidence  (especi- 
ally the  former),  together  with  the  chaffinch,  bull- 
finch, wheatear,  creeper,  and  varieties  of  the  wren^ 
whitethroat,  and  tit  families,  and  numerous  others. 
A  characteristic  of  all  these  birds  is  their  tameness. 
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It  is  a  charm  and  delight  to  watch  their  habits  at 
close  quarters.    Once  I  saw  two  peregrine -falcons 
hovering  over  the  loch,  and  the  kestrel  and  sparrow 
hawk  may  be  seen  in  the  adjoining  forests.  At 
twilight  the  raven  on  silent  pinnions  sails  well 
overhead,  and  but  for  his  subdued  croak  might 
pass  unobserved  as  a  "ship  in  the  night."  Then, 
in  the  stony,  feru-covered  parts  bordering  the  loch, 
individuals  of  the  common  snake  may  be  seen 
(innocuous)  ;  one  of  our  visitors  saw  two  (foiu-teen 
or  fifteen  inches),  of  which  he  killed  one.  Person- 
ally, though  on  the  look-out,  I  never  observed  one. 
To  fern  collectors  the  place  is  a  paradise,  and  to 
the   botanist  a  prolific  ground.     The  fly  fisher 
entomologist  may  also  find  a  field  for  his  hobby 
(one  of  our  merry  company  was  actually  collecting 
for  a  forthcoming  scientific  work  on  the  subject), 
and  the  amateur  photographer  would,  of  course, 
fairly   revel   in   picturesque   "  snapshots."  My 
reflections  have,  I  fear,  exceeded  in  length  my 
narrative,  yet  permit  me  a  last  one,  and  that 
human  and  personal.    Whatever  anglers  may  be 
at  home,  when  on  "  pleasure  bent "  they  are  (so 
far  as  my  experience  goes)  the  embodiment  of 
amiability  and  courtesy ;  good  fellowship  reigns 
supreme.    At  little  fishing  inns  one  meets  with 
"  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  "  and  women, 
many  from  towns  five  hundred  or  six  hundred 
miles  distant ;  but  the  man  who  counts  his  income 
by  the  thousands  does  not  stand  aloof  from  him  of 
as  many  hundreds,  or  less  ;  he  happily  leaves  his 
"  side,"  if  he  has  any,  with  the  other  conventions 
of  his  particular  social  circle,  well  behind  him.  To 
be   a   simple   gentleman,   possessed   of   a  little 
amiability  and  culture,  is  passport  sufficient  to  the 
comradeship  of  one's  brother  anglers.    I  owe  it  as 
a  tribute  to  those  I  have  chanced  to  meet,  not 
only  on  this,  but  on  other  piscatorial  holidays 
(especially  in  Bonnie  Scotland),  to  say  that  their 
amiability  and  com-tesy,  personal  cheeriness  and 
kindness,  could   not   have   been   exceeded.  To 
the  solitary  and  often  "  sensitive  "  peripatetic  angler, 
this  social  and  sympathetic  attitude  is  a  solace 
and  relief,  nay,  much  more,  it  is  like  the  sunlight 
on  the  landscape — it  adds  an  indefinable  charm, 
and  leaves  a  memory  of  happiness  and  content- 
ment indelible. 

These  angling  holidays  are  bright  interludes  in 
the  dull  monotony  of  life  ;  those  that  are  past  we 
cherish  in  our  mental  treasiury,  and  happily  there 
remains  to  us  the  subtle  pleasure  of  anticipation  of 
those  which  are  to  come. 

Until  we  meet  again,  may  all  good  luck  attend 
you,  my  courteous,  merry  brethren  of  the  angle. 


TOLD    BY    THE    EIVEK  —  A 
POACHING  EPISODE. 


"Did  you  ever  go  poaching?"  I  asked  of  old 
Wullie  Ellis,  as,  one  day  last  spring,  we  sat  on  the 
grassy  river  banks,  smoking  meditatively,  while  we 
waited  for  the  "  rise  to  come  on." 

"  Ou  aye,  mony's  the  time,  as  ye  weel  ken," 
replied  Wullie,  as  he  watched  the  rings  of  blue 
smoke  curling  lazily  up  from  his  pipe. 

"  Well,  then,  if  that's  the  case,  spin  me  a  yarn 
about  some  particular  exploit  of  yours  while  in 
pursuit  of  Salmo  salar.  It'll  pass  the  time  till 
the  trout  begin  to  feed." 

Wxillie  pondered  a  moment  or  two,  gazing 
vacantly  at  the  river  running  swiftly  by. 

"Weel,  doctor,"  he  began,  "  it's  no  a  thing  that 
ane  likes  tae  talk  aboot  ower  muckle,"  with  a 
quizzical  grin,  "  but  you  and  me  understand  each 
ither,  and  as  ye  say  it's  only  tae  pass  the  time,  I 
dinna  mind  if  I  dae.  The  fish  arena'  risin'  yet,  so, 
as  there's  nae  harm  tae  come  o'  it,  I'll  me'bbe  be 
able  tae  interest  ye  by  telling  ye  aboot  the 
'  NevTton  cauld  '  affair.  Ye  m.ay  have  heard  tell  o' 
it." 

Yes,  indeed,  I  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  that 
same  incident.  It's  fame  had  been  bruited  far  and 
wide  ;  the  audacity  of  the  depredators,  and  the  utter 
inability  of  the  bailiffs  to  bring  the  offence  home  to 
them,  had  caused  much  comment  in  local  circles  at 
the  time.  Therefore,  I  was  all  attention  when 
Wullie  mentioned  it,  because,  though  report  said 
inuch  of  the  mystery,  no  one  knew  anything  for 
certain  of  what  really  happened. 

Poaching  is  as  rife  as  ever  among  the  people  of 
the  Borderland,  and  old  Wullie  Ellis  was  known  to 
jie  one  of  the  most  daring  of  the  followers  of  that 
dangerous  game.    A  slight  service  which  I  had 


rendered  him  in  my  professional  capacity  had 
placed  me  high  in  Wullie's  esteem,  and  as  a  result, 
although  generally  of  a  somewhat  taciturn  disposi- 
tion, he  would  open  out  to  me,  and  many  an 
interesting  anecdote  of  river  life  he  would  relate  as 
we  sat  together  on  the  bank  when  fishing  slackened. 
Indeed,  under  his  rough  exterior  he  was  an  enthusi- 
astic observer  of  nature,  and  very  little  that  went 
on  by  the  river  escaped  his  keen  grey  eyes.  More- 
over, he  understood  tlio  art  of  telling  talcs  in  a 
simple,  unaffected  manner,  so  that  to  listen  to  him 
was  a  treat  which  I  enjoyed  and  appreciated 
greatly. 

"  It  was  last  year,"  he  began,  "  aboot  the  latter 
end  o'  October — the  sawmon  were  weel  up  then, 
ye'll  mind — a  few  of  the  chaps  and  mysel'  were 
watchin'  the  river  every  day  tae  see  if  we  couldna' 
get  a  fish  or  twa.  Adam  Johnston  and  me  were 
walkin'  along  the  bank  at  Newton  ane  day,  jist 
where  the  cauld  is,  when  Yed  points  suddenly  tae 
the  watter  jist  under  the  cauld  boards,  and,  as  ah 
live,  the  pool  was  a  fair  livin'  mass  of  black  backit 
sawmon — beauties  they  were,  tae.  It  was  broad 
daylicht,  though,  and  it  wadna'  dae  tae  be  seen 
hoverin'  roond  there,  so  the  pair  o'  us  cam'  away 
and  went  tae  the  Black  Bull,  where  some  chaps  we 
kent  o"  were  foregathered.  We  took  twa  intae  oor 
confidence,  and  tell't  them  what  we  had  seen,  and 
the  fower  o'  us  made  it  up  tae  have  agraund  swoop 
that  same  nicht.  We  were  tae  meet  at  the  Burnfit 
at  six  o'clock,  and  bring  a"  the  gear  we  could  lay 
hands  on.  Anither  chap  o'  the  name  o'  Jake 
Cobm-n  was  tae  be  at  the  ford  below  the  cauld  wi' 
a  sma'  gig,  as  we  calo'lated  on  gettin'  fifty  fish  at 
the  very  least. 

"  It  was  a  guid  eneuch  nicht  for  oor  purpose,  I 
thocht,  as  I  went  doon  the  burn  tae  the  tryst. 
There  was  a  clear  sky  and  fairly  light,  although 
there  was  nae  mune.  I  chuckled  to  masel'  as  I 
walked  along  and  thocht  aboot  the  haul  we  wad 
make.  The  only  thing  I  feared  at  a'  was  that  the 
bailies  micht  be  on  the  watch. 

"  The  chaps  werena'  lang  in  comin',  and  we  were 
sune  at  the  cauld  and  ready  for  wark.  Ye  ken, 
doctor,  hoo  the  lie  o"  the  river  is  jist  there  ?  The 
watter  breaks  ower  the  boards  and  then  forms 
intae  twa  streams  ;  the  little  stream  at  this  side 
rins  intae  a  sma'  kind  o'  hole,  and  that's  where  the 
sawmon  were. 

"  Adam  and  Jake  Millar  took  the  lang  net,  and 
gettin'  intae  the  watter  they  werena'  lang  in  pittin' 
it  roond  the  sides  o'  the  pool,  so  that  never  a 
solitary  sawmon  aince  inside  could  ever  get  oot 
except  we  helpit  them. 

"  Sandy  Yule  and  I  waded  in  and  began  cleekin' 
oot  the  fish,  and  it  wasna'  lang  before  we'd  yanked 
oot  a  guid  roond  dizzen.  As  we  chucked  the  brutes 
ontae  the  grass  Jake  Coburn  lifted  them  intae  a 
a  sack  a  took  them  awa'  tae  his  cairt. 

■'  It's  kind  o'  slow  work,  though,  cleekin',  and  it 
gets  tiresome,  so  we  got  the  sma'  hand  nets,  and  set 
tae  and  netted  the  fish.  We'd  coonted  on  gettin' 
fifty,  but  we  werena'  near  feenished  when  we  passed 
that  number.  Ye  may  guess  we  were  gettin'  unco 
happy  at  oor  guid  luck,  and  what  must  that  fool 
Jake  Millar  dae  but  want  a  smoke.  Noo  there's  a 
time  for  everything,  and  the  time  for  smoking  was 
when  we'd  got  the  fish  awa'  safely  and  were  sittin' 
in  the  Black  Bull  aince  mair.  But  no,  Jake  wanted 
a  smoke  there  and  then,  and  a  smoke  he  must  hae, 
so  he  struck  a  spunk  and  lit  up  his  cutty.  I 
suppose  he'd  be  happy  then,  the  parritch-brained 
sumph,"  and  at  the  recollection  Wullie  smote  his 
leg  a  resounding  whack. 

"  The  thocht  o'  bailies  had  been  wi'  me  a'  nicht," 
resumed  the  old  worthy,  "  and  ah  couldna'  shake 
masel'  clear  o'  the  fear  that  we'd  be  nabbed, 
although  we  had  guid  reason  tae  think  that  the 
nearest  o'  they  watter  bobbies  were  as  far  awa'  as 
Gala.  Nevertheless,  I  kept  a  gey  shairp  eye  on 
the  wuds.  That's  the  warst  of  the  cauld,  the 
shadow  o'  the  trees  is  a'maist  ower  it. 

It  wad  be  near  eight  o'clock,  and  we  were  jist 
thinking  o'  chuckin'  off  and  gettin'  awa"  wi'  what 
we'd  got,  when  Adam  speaks  oot,  skeared  like,  '  Ah 
thocht  ah  saw  a  licht  in  the  trees  the  now.'  Ye 
may  guess  that  ah  was  up  at  that,  doctor ;  but  nae 
suner  had  ah  begun  tae  air  ma  plans  for  shiftin' 
than  '  screech,  screech  '  frae  different  points  went 
the  bailies'  whustles,  and  ah  kent  the  warst  had 
come.  'Every  man  for  hissel','  says  I,  and  we 
went  off.  Coburn  was  at  the  gig  wi'  the  last  o'  the 
sawmon  ;  he  was  safe  if  they  hadna'  spotted  him 
afore.  Jake  and  I  were  on  the  bank,  and  the  other 
twa  in  the  watter,  but  they  were  scramblin'  oot  as 


fast  as  they  could.  We  throw  a'  oor  gear  intae  the 
river  and  turned  roond  tae  rin,  but  before  we  knew 
they  had  spotted  us,  and  were  doon  on  oor  taps 
like  hornets.  Adam  had  slipt  awa'  by  the  side  o' 
the  watter  withoot  bein'  seen,  so  that  made  it  three 
tae  their  fower.  They  didna'  wait  for  us  tae  begin. 
Ane  yells  oot,  'Ye  micht  as  weel  gi'  in.'  He 
micht  as  weel  hae  saved  his  wind.  Curtie— 
that's  their  superintendent,  ye  ken,  doctor — made 
a  grab  for  me.  Man,  ah  jist  got  that  puir  chield 
by  the  scruff  o'  the  neck  and  hove  him  ower  ina 
shoulder  intae  the  Tweed  !  '  Awa'  and  look  after 
yer  fish,  ma  mannie,'  I  cries,  '  somebody's  chasin' 
them  !  ' 

"  The  other  twa  were  strugglin'  through  a'  richt, 
but  tae  save  time  I  ran  tae  help  them.  A  tap  on 
the  held  settled  ane  o'  the  bailies,  and  the  ither 
twa  ran  awa'.  We  made  a  dash  for  the  trees,  but 
luck  was  against  us,  for  we  heard  anither  whustle 
in  the  wud  and  saw  mair  bailies  comin'.  '  Guid 
sakes,'  says  I,  'they  must  hae  been  watchin'. 
There's  naething  for  it,  lads,  but  the  dam.' 

"  It  was  hard  tae  dae,  but  in  we  a'  jumped.  Ye 
ken  hoo  the  dam  rins  there,  doctor?    Frae  the 
cauld,  alang  the  edge  of  the  wud,  and  intae  the 
i-iver  again  a  mile  further  doon.    Weel,  we  were  in 
up  tae  the  waists.    Odskins  I  ah  think  o'  that  icy 
dookin'  yet.    We  got  thegither  and  stood  shiveriri' 
there,  whilst  we  could  hear  the  bailies  threshin' 
aboot  the  bushes.    There  must  hae  been  a  queer 
lot  o'  them  ;  they  were  on  every  side.    They  never 
dreamed  o'  lookin'  in  the  dam  for  us  though. 
Weel,  we  stood  chattering  oor  teeth  for  a  gey  lang 
time,  no  darin'  tae  move  for  fear  they  wad  hear  us. 
At  last  they  went  further  awa',  lookin'  for  us,  and 
we  began  tae  move  tae.    We  crept  doon  the  dam. 
flounderin'  up  tae  the  neck  whiles,  and  simply 
soaked  tae  the  tap  o'  oor  heids.    We  crawled  oot 
jist  where  the  brig  crosses  the  dam,  on  the  main 
road,  and  ah  guess  we  were  a  lot  o'  drookit  craws 
when  we  did  get  oot.     We  separated  and  went 
awa'  hame  singly,  and  promised  tae  meet  in  the 
Black  Bull  tae  hae  a  crack  and  a  confab.  There's 
no  muckle  mair  tae  tell,  doctor.    We  foregathered 
in  the  inn  at  nine,  and  we  found  we  were  a'  safe, 
sae  far.     Jake  Coburn  had  been  at  the  cairt  when 
the  whustles  blew,  and  he  lay  quiet  while  the 
scrimmage  was  beginnin'.    He  led  the  horse  awa' 
cannily,  then,  and  t&e  bailies  never  saw  him  yet. 
'  A's  weel  that  ends  weel,'  but  ah  tell  ye  we  had 
tae  lay  low  for  mony  a  day  till  it  a'  blew  over. 
We  hadna'  been  recognised  in  the  dark,  so  they 
couldna'  swear  wha  the  poachers  were,  even  though 
they  had  a  gxiess.    The  bailie  that  I  fiattened 
wasna'  muckle  the  worse,  and  Curtie  only  got  a 
free  wash.    As  for  the  fish,  we  got  them  safe 
through  tae  the  toon,  and  realised  a  guid  bit  o' 
siller.    But  ah  never  could  tell  hoo  it  cam  aboot 
that  they  bailies  were  on  the  watch  that  nicht ; 
they  couldna'  hae  got  wind  o'  oor  little  affair,  so  I 
suppose  it  must  hae  been  jist  chance.    If  the  fules 
had  kept  quiet  and  no  blawn  their  infernal  whustles 
they  micht  hae  nabbed  us.     I  suppose,  though, 
they  blew  tae  try  and  get  ony  mair  o'  their  kin 
that  were  aboot." 

Wullie  lit  his  pipe  again  and  gazed  thoughtfully 
at  the  blue  smoke.  "  That's  a'  between  oorselves, 
doctor,"  he  said;  "and  noo  the  troots  are  risin' 
and  we'd  better  awa'." 

The  rings  caused  by  the  feeding  fish  were,  in- 
deed, becoming  every  moment  more  frequent,  so 
reflecting  on  the  utter  inadequacy  of  the  Tweed 
Commissioners'  present  methods  to  put  a  stop  to 
this  widespread  poaching  on  the  river,  I  went  to 
the  edge  of  the  water  and  commenced  to  cast  my 
line.  C.  S.  M. 


The  August  number  of  Scribncr's  will  be  its 
thirteenth  annual  Fiction  Number,  this  magazine 
having  been  the  first  to  institute  that  feature  which 
has  been  so  widely  copied.  Many  unknown  wi-iters 
have  made  their  first  successes  in  the  Fiction 
Number,  as  it  has  always  been  the  policj-  to  mingle 
the  best  fiction  of  the  old  and  the  new  ■m-iters  in 
that  issue.  Mr.  J.  A.  Mitcliell,  the  editor  of  Li/r, 
made  his  first  serious  effort  in  fiction  a  few  years 
ago  when  he  published  '"Amos  Judd,"  of  which 
moi-e  than  thirty  thousand  copies  have  been  sold. 
He  has  just  completed  a  short  novel  which  will 
begin  in  the  August  number,  and  rim  through  the 
fall  months.  The  title  is  "  The  Pines  of  Lory," 
and  the  scene  is  a  promontory  in  the  St. 
Lawrence. 


54 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


July  27,  1901 


IZAAK  WALTON  AND  CHARLES 
COTTON. 


Amongst  the  art  treasui'es  of  the  Elysee  Galleries 
now  on  view  are  two  old  portraits  that  possess  great 
interest  for  anglers — one  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  the 
other,  a  fine  portrait,  said  to  be  of  Charles  Cotton, 
painted  by  Sn  Peter  Lely,  from  which  our  photo- 
graph is  taken.  Mr.  FitzNorman  Ellis,  the  proprietor 
of  the  galleries  in  Qiieen's-road,  Bayswater — whose 
good  fortune  it  was  to  recently  secme  a  picture  of 
such  interest  that  the  King  was  pleased  to  purchase 
it — is  not  only  a  well-known  connoisseur  of  pictures, 
but  a  lover  of  the  gentle  art,  to  which  happy  com- 
bination anglers  owe  the  preservation  of  these  rare 
portraits,  for  both  had  suffered  fi-om  the  ravages 
of  time.     The  portrait  of  Walton  must  be  well 


their  captor  points  with  pride.  The  line  of  horse- 
hair is  coiled  aroimd  the  rod,  no  reel  or  running- 
line  being  used  in  those  days. 

We  understand  the  picture  is  for  sale,  and  any- 
one showing  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette  (July  27, 
1901)  will  be  admitted  to  see  it  ifree  of  charge.' 


INTERNATIONAL  FISHERY 
EXHIBITION,  VIENNA,  1902. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  London. 

Sir, — We  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  to 
you  herewith  the  programme  of  the  proposed 
International  Fishery  Exhibition,  Vienna,  1902. 

You  will  see  from  same  that  it  is  intended  to 
give  a  complete  sinwey  of  the  progress  which  has 


In  order  to  form  an  approximate  idea  of  the 
space  required,  intending  exhibitors  will  greatly 
oblige  by  inthuating  at  their  earliest  convenience, 
but  latest  till  end  of  October,  to  the  undersigned 
committee,  Vienna,  I.,  Herrengasse  13,  whether 
they  wish  to  exhibit  in  one  or  several  of  the  various 
groups  of  the  Exposition. 

The  committee  will  also  be  pleased  to  reply  to 
any  inquiry  and  give  all  information  asked  for. 

Trusting  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
you,  we  are,  sir,  yours  truly, 

The  Committee. 
Der  osterreichische  Fischerei-Verein. 

Vienna,  July  16, 1901. 


PROGRAMME 

OF  THE 

INTERNATIONAL  FISHERY  EXHIBITION, 

under  the  protectorate  of  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Highness  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand. 

From  September  C  to  September  21,  1902,  in  Vienna, 
in  connection  with  the  eighth  Austrian 
Fishery  Congress. 


There  will  be  exhibited  : 
A- — Living  fish  and  other  water  animals  : 

(a)  Fresh  water  fish,  etc. 

1.  Trout,  etc. 

2.  Carp,  etc. 

3.  Other  river  and  pond  fish. 

4.  Fancy  fish. 

5.  Crabs,  lobsters,  and  other  shell  fish, 
(ii)  Salt  water  fish,  etc. 

1.  Eatable  fish. 

2.  Other  sea  fish. 

3.  Crustaceans. 

4.  Sponges,  corals,  etc. 

— Dead  fish  and  other  water  animals : 

(a)  Fresh. 
(6)  Conserved. 

(<:■)  Pedagogical  preparations. 

0.— Breeding  of  fish  and  other  water  animals  (Plans, 
Drawings,  Models,  fish  breeding  apparatus)  : 
(a)  Trout  breeding. 
(&)  Carp  breeding. 

(c)  Breeding  of  other  river  and  pond  fish. 

(d)  Breeding  of  fancy  fish. 

(e)  Breeding  of  crabs. 
(/)  Pearl-fishery. 

(g)  Breeding  of  all  kinds  of  sea  animals. 

D.  — Food  for  fish  : 

(a)  Natural. 

(b)  Artificial. 

E.  — Diseases  and  enemies  of  fish  and  other  waiter 

animals. 

F.  — Fishing  and  fish  sport : 

1.  In  rivers. 

2.  In  ponds  and  lakes. 

3.  In  the  open  sea. 

G.  — Keeping  and  transport  of  living  and  dead  fish 

and  other  water  animals. 

H.  — Literature.    (Scientific  works  on  fishing,  legisla- 

tion, fishery  book-keeping  plans  for  clarification 
and  purification  of  industrial  refuse  water,  plans 
ior  regulating  rivers  and  securing  shores  with 
regard^  to  fish  breeding,  prints,  tables,  maps, 
statistics  on  the  migration  and  movements, 
catching  and  price  of  fish.) 

J- — Historical.  (Contributions  of  all  kinds  and  every 
age  with  regard  to  the  history  of  fishery,  docu- 
ments, seals,  emblems,  prints,  etc. 

Goods  manufactured  of  material  obtained  from 
fish  or  by  fishing. 

L.— Cooking  and  preparing  fish  for  table.  (Tasting 
room.) 

P.S. — The  steps  which  have  been  taken  in  order  to 
seoiu-e  exemption  from  duty  and  reduced  railway 
rates  for  all  goods  intended  for  the  Exhibition  will,  it 
may  be  safely  assumed,  lead  to  a  satisfactory  result. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  o£  "Handy  Guide 
to  Di-y-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Meld  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  fid. 

Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marstou  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


SuprosKD  I'OETKAiT  OF  Charles  COTTO^. 
{Prom  a  painting  by  Sir  Peter  lyely.) 


known  to  many  of  our  readers,  having  hung  for 
generations  on  the   walls  of  the  Izaak  W^alton 
Hotel,  Dovedale,  where    Mr.  Ellis  remembered 
it  in  his  youthful  days,  and  having,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  a  recent  visit  to  the  historic  old  inn,  been 
grieved  to  see   it   defaced  by  a  deep  fissure  in 
the  Ipanel  extending   across   the   face,  his    love  I 
of  Walton   prompted  him  to  restore  it  free  of  j 
charge,  which  we   can  bear  testimony  has  been 
so  well  and  deftly  done  that,  had  we  not  seen  [ 
it  beforehand,  we  should  not  know  it  had  been 
touched. 

The  portrait  supposed  to  be  that  of  Cotton  is  in 
the  original  frame  ;  it  must  be  over  250  years  old, 
and  possesses  all  the  quiet  dignity  of  mien  and 
careful  attention  to  detail  for  which  the  eminent 
Court  painter  was  distinguished.  The  hands — a 
characteristic  feature  of  Lely's  portraits — are  ex- 
quisitely drawn ;  so,  too,  are  the  trout,  to  which 


been  made  in  this  important  industry  and  all  its 
branches,  both  for  the  benefit  of  those  immediately 
connected  with  it,  as  well  as  for  the  purpose  of 
stimulating  the  consmnption  of  fish  by  placing  an 
attractive,  comprehensive  and  instructive  exposition 
before  the  public. 

In  order  to  realise  this  project  it  will  be  necessary 
that  all  those  who  have  an  interest  in  it  should 
join  and  give  it  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

The  undersigned  committee  therefore  invites  all 
societies,  clubs,  and  institutions  connected  with 
fishing,  all  commercial  fishing  enterprises,  fisher- 
men, anglers,  fish  fanciers  and  fish  breeders,  as  well 
as  the  representatives  of  all  trades  at  home  and 
abroad  related  to  the  fishing  industry,  to  take  part 
in  this  International  Fishery  Exhibition,  Vienna, 
1902,  being  convinced  that  same  will  not  alone  be 
entertaining  but  also  instructive  and  tend  to  further 
the  interests  of  exhibitors. 


July  27,  1901 
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EOB  0'  THE  TEOWS. 


By  B.  B.  Marston. 

I  HAVE  to  thank  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso,  for  kindly 
getting  made  for  me  a  photograph  from  an  excellent 
engraving  in  his  possession  showing  that  famous 
Tweedside  character,  old  Eobert  Kerss,  or  Rob  'o 
the  Trows.  I  have  had  the  photograph  reproduced 
for  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  feel  sure  my  readers 
will  be  interested  in  some  account  of  one  of  the 
most  famous  of  professional  fishermen,  who  is 
mentioned  in  nearly  every  angling  work  which 
refers  to  that  grand  stream  the  Tweed. 

I  do  not  know  when  Rob  was  bom,  but  he  was 
no  longer  a  young  man  in  1847,  when  Messrs. 
Blackwood  published  the  first  and  best  edition  of 
Stoddart's  "Angler's  Companion  to  the  Rivers  and 
Lochs  of  Scotland."  Stoddart  was  a  fine  man  and 
a  fine  angler,  and  his  praise  of  his  old  friend  is  the 
best  testimony  to  the  latter's  worth.  In  his 
description  of  the  Tweed  and  its  tributaries  he 


"  Below  the  clippers  of  Rutherford  Water  com- 
mences the  Makerston  range  of  salmon  fishings, 
....  They  are  rented  for  a  small  sum  by  Robert 
Kerss,  or  as  he  is  familiarly  termed,  Rob  of  Trows. 
There  is  not  a  finer  specimen  of  his  class  on 
Tweedside  than  our  old  friend  Rob — one  that 
never  had  an  enemy  of  his  own  making  nor  cringed 
to  form  his  friendships ;  the  same  in  his  courtesy 
to  anglers  of  all  ranlis  and  degrees,  to  a  beggar  as 
to  a  duke.  As  a  rod-fisher  for  salmon  Rob  Kerss 
has  few  equals,  and  in  all  matters  regarding  fishing 
he  is  enthusiastic  beyond  meastu-e.  To  be  in  the 
boat  with  him  when  the  fish  are  in  taking  humour 
is  a  treat  well  worth  the  paying  for.  He  never 
grudges  the  escape  of  a  fish,  and  has  always  an 
encom-aging  or  original  remark  at  hand  to  keep  up 
the  spirit  of  the  amusement,  too  often,  as  regards 
salmon  fishing,  apt  to  flag  or  die  away." 

Stoddart  then  proceeds  to  name  the  different 
casts,  and  incidentally  describes  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  trows." 

"  From  the  Red  Stane*  downwards  the  Tweed  is 
confine^  betwixt  walls  of  rock,  and  hurries  along 
with  rapid  violence.  The  name  given  to  that  portion 
of  the  river  is  the  Trows  Crags — the  word  "  trows  " 
being  the  Scotch  for  "  troughs,"  pf  which  vessels 
two  joined  together  at  one  end  used  to  be  employed 
instead  of  a  boat  for  the  spearing  of  salmon.  I 
recollect  seeing  a  pair  of  them  not  long  since  at  the 
village  of  Denholm,  betwixt  Jedburgh  and  Hawick, 
which  had  frequently  been  put  to  the  test  in  night- 
leistering  on  Teviot.  They  consisted  of  the  wooden 
receptacles,  or  something  of  the  like  construction, 
out  of  which  cattle  are  fed,  and  were^o  joined  that 
the  one  formed  a  sharp  angle  with  the  other.  In 
using  them  the  spearsman  kept  his  legs  astride,  a 
foot  being  placed  in  each  trough,  and  struck  at  the 
fish  through  the  space  formed  by  the  angle. 


with  Rob,  and  carefully  drank  to  the  health  of 
each  salmon  he  caught,  never  offering  Rob  a  drop. 
One  story  goes  that  this  lord  was  an  Englishman, 
but  I  have  seen  a  very  Scotch  name  attached 
as  belonging  to  the  scurvy  angler.  The  story  is 
pretty  well  known  in  prose,  so  for  a  change  I  give 
Mr.  Liddell's  poetical  version  : — 

Bob  o'  the  Tbows. 
"  Some  days,"  Rob  Kerss  would  say,  "  they're  easy 
tuik — 

There's  times  with  my  old  hat  they  would  be  sated, 
And  ithers  when  they  wadna  tak'  the  hulk 

If  wi'  Makerstoun's  leddie  it  were  baited!  "  * 
Hail,  Rob!  for  ever  coupled  wi'  "The  Trows," 

Makerstoun  by  thy  shade  will  long  be  haunted  ! 
A  wreath  of  laurel  should  adorn  thy  brows, 

Thou  stalwart  sire  of  a  race  undaunted ! 
Of  thy  plain  dealing  I  have  heard  a  tale, 

Which  is  too  racy  not  to  be  recorded, 
How  thou  didst  take  the  wind  from  out  the  sail 

Of  an  aggressor,  though  he  was  "my  lorded." 


"A  little  way  from  liillmouth,  the  lowermost 
stream  of  the  Makerston  range,  is  situated,  on  a 
bank  among  trees,  Rob  Kerss's  cottage,  where  the 
old  fisherman,  through  the  kindness  of  his  liberal 
landlord,  is  provided  with  every  comfort  and  con- 
venience. Many  an  angler,  peer  and  peasant — aye, 
bard  and  philosopher — hath  this  roof  sheltered,  and 
many  a  '  kettle '  has  been  held  here  boiling  over 
with  song,  jest,  and  anecdote.  Long  may  it  be  so. 
God  bless  thee,  honest  Rob." 

This  was  written  by  Stoddart  about  1847,  and  in 
his  "An  Angler's  Rambles  and  Angling  Songs," 
published  in  1866,  I  find  some  charming  verses 
entitled  "  Fisher  Rob,"  which  begins — 
Fisher  Robbie's  deid  an'  gane, 
and  the  third  verse  runs — 

Wae's  me  I  sin  canny  Rob's  awa', 
I  feel  sae  lanesome  an'  sae  weary ; 

Tho'  summer  winds  abuve  me  blaw. 

Ilk  burnie  seems  a  rin  o'  snaw. 
An'  Tweed  gangs  daundrin,  douf  and  dreary. 

Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder  quotes  Stoddart's  refer- 
ences to  old  Rob,  and  the  late  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Eobert  Liddell,  in  his  "  Lay  of  the  Last  Angler,! 
devotes  ten  verses  of  his  second  canto  to  the  cele- 
brated adventure  which  Rob  had  with  a  stingy 
nobleman,  who  had  grand  sport  one  day  when  out 

*  Stoddart  considered  the  Red  Stane  as  the  finest  salmon 
pool  in  the  Tweed — or  the  world — "never  without  salmon  from 
one  end  of  the  year  to  another.  "—R.  B.  M. 

t  Published  by  Messrs.  J.  &  3.  H.  Rutherfiird,  The  Square, 
Kelso.  1884. 


Rob  o'  the  Teows  — 

The  next  verse  describes  how  a  certain  earl  went 
out  to  fish  with  Rob  in  his  coble  and  was  very 
successful. 

The  sporting  earl  possessed  a  pocket  flask. 

And  ev'ry  fish  he  caught  he  took  a  "  drappie," 

But,  more's  the  pity,  he  forgot  to  ask 
Rob  to  go  shares,  which  made  the  man  unhappy. 

Rob  waited  sev'ral  times,  without  reply. 
Though  of  retaliation  he  was  thinking ; 

For  his  own  "  speerit "  was  as  strong  and  high 
As  what  his  patron  by  himself  was  drinking. 

At  last,,  without  a  word  he  donned  his  coat, 
Shouldered  both  oars,  and  up  the  bank  proceeded, 

Leaving  the  earl  still  seated  in  the  boat 
Precisely  where  Rob's  skilful  help  was  needed. 

This  was  indeed  an  aggravating  game  ! 

"What  are  ye  doing,  Rob?"  the  earl  enquired; 
The  sturdy  answer  was,  "I'se  ganging  hame," 

"  What  for  ?  it's  early  yet ;  you  can't  be  tired." 


*  Referring  to  a  charming  Lady  of  Makerston  House. 
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"  Na,  I'se  no  wearie ;  that  ye  mauna  think 
I'll  do  to  ye  as  ye've  duno  to  anither ; 

For  they  who  as  companions  wunna  drink, 
By  the  same  rule  maun  niver  fish  thegither." 

Anglers  have  doubtless  often  heard  a  story  like 
this,  but  this  is  the  original.  Only  a  few  years  ago 
Punch  had  it  as  a  new  joke,  and  gave  a  picture  to 
show  how  "  they  as  drinks  by  theirsel'  maun  fush 
by  theirsel'." 

Mr.  Henderson,  in  his  gossipy  book,  "  My  Life  as 
an  Angler,"  gives  the  whole  story,  only  he  says  that 
when  Rob  rowed  ashore  and  chained  the  boat  up  to 
a  tree  his  lordship  cried  out,  "  What  the  devil  are 
you  doing  that  for?"  to  which  Rob  made  reply, 
"  Aw's  just  thinking  that  if  ye  drink  by  yersel,  ye 
may  e'en  fash  by  yersel,"  so  saying  he  shouldered 
his  oars  and  marched  home,  leaving  the  astonished 
peer  to  his  too  frequent  resource  —  a  fit  of 
swearing. 

I  have  asked  Mr.  Forrest  if  he  can  give  me  the 
date  of  the  engraving ;  probably  the  picture  was 


A  Famous  Fisherman. 


painted  in  the  fifties.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  shows 
Rob  vidth  a  three-joint  salmon  rod,  evidently  of 
eighteen  feet,  as  the  joints  are  just  the  old 
angler's  height.  The  coble  is  the  same  as  those 
still  used  on  the  Tweed,  and  very  handy  boats 
they  are. 

Mr.  Henderson,  who  knew  him,  describes  Rob  as 
a  man  of  herculean  statmre  and  proportions — "  He 
only  needed  a  flowing  beard  to  represent  Neptime 
with  his  trident." 

From  all  accounts  Rob  must  have  been  a  fine  old 
boy,  one  of  Natmre's  noblemen,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  have  been  able,  thanks  to  seeing  his  portrait  at 
Mr.  Forrest's  house,  to  give  this  little  tribute  to 
his  memory.  Anyone  on  Tweedside  who  would 
like  to  have  his  portrait  can  have  it  gratis  by  WTiting 
a  postcard  to  me  at  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fettec- 
lane,  London. 

P.S. — I  have,  since  the  above  was  in  type, 
received  this  note  from  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso : — 

"  It  must  be  over  fifty  years  since  the  old  fisher- 
man died  of  cholera,  of  which  he  had  a  gr^eat 
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dread,  actually  going  away  from  Makerstoun  to 
reside  with  some  relatives  until  such  time  as  he 
thought  it  safe  to  come  back ;  strange  to  say,  he 
had  only  been  at  home  a  short  time  when  he 
became  ill  and  died. 

"  At  that  time  nearly  all  the  salmon  fishings  on 
Tweed  were  in  the  hands  of  tacksmen  who  paid 
very  moderate  rents.  Eob  is  said  to  have  paid 
£20  a  year  for  Makerstoun,  which,  as  you  know, 
is  pretty  far  up,  and  fish  that  got  his  length  had  to 
run  the  chance  of  all  the  nets  by  the  way.  The 
country,  however,  was  not  drained  as  it  is  now, 
and  a  flood  would  last  for  a  week  that  would  run 
ofi"  in  two  days  at  present,  so  that  often  in  wet 
seasons  grilse  and  salmon,  which  were  more 
plentiful  in  those  days,  would  run  up  in  large 
numbers,  and  Rob  would  have  his  chance,  killing 
hundreds  in  a  day,  which  he  had  to  cart  round  the 
country  to  dispose  of. 

"But  angling  with  rod  was  beginning  to  be 
popular,  and  he,  with  the  other  tacksmen,  eked 
out  their  Uving  by  giving  the  use  of  their  boats 
and  services  to  all  who  wished  to  have  a 
try.  Doubtless  the  anglers  would  just  give 
them  what  they  thought  proper,  but  a 
good  flask  of  M'hisky  was  indispensable.  In  time 
ten  shillings  had  become  the  regular  charge  for  a 
day's  fishing.  After  the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  (the 
present  duke's  grandfather)  got  all  the  proprietors 
above  Coldstream  to  agree  to  take  ofi'  the  nets,  the 
demand  for  salmon  angling  waters  sent  up  rents 
enormously ;  the  Sprouston  fishings  were  the  last 
to  be  retained  by  the  original  tacksman,  and  when 
fishing  could  be  got  by  the  day  or  week.  I  am 
speaking  of  the  Tweed  above  Coldstream,  below 
where  net  fishing  is  still  carried  on  ;  it  is  only  within 
a  few  years  that  the  rod  fishing  has  been  let 
separately. 

"  Old  Rob  was  the  last  man  that  had  Makerstoun. 
It  is  said  that  when  a  young  lad  he  ferried  people 
across  the  Tweed  while  Kelso  Bridge  was  being 
built ;  possibly  he  was  one  of  the  squad  of  fishermen 
that  rowed  the  nets  below  Maxwheel.  He  was  a 
great  adept  with  the  leister  and  able  to  get  fish 
when  others  could  not.  There  were  fovu-  places 
among  the  rocks  (Craigs)  where  he  used  to  strike 
the  fish  with  a  long  shafted  leister,  the  depth  of 
the  places  being  accurately  marked  off  on  the 
shaft." 


A  HOLIDAY  IN  SUTHEK- 
LANDSHIEE. 


There  are  many  lovely  places  in  the  world,  but 
few  can  be  lovelier  than  Inchnadamph,  which  lies 
in  the  heart  of  the  Sutherland  hills,  with  Loch 
Assynt  lying  in  the  valley  below,  adding  unspeak- 
able beauty  to  the  whole  scene.  Many  years  have 
passed  since  my  first  visit  to  that  grand  angling 
county.  I  meant  to  return  the  following  year, 
but,  alas  I  how  often  well  laid  plans  fail.  Looking 
back,  I  can  scarcely  believe  so  many  years  have 
passed  since  Johnnie  Macleod  gaffed  my  first 
salmon  for  me  on  the  river  Inver.  Good  old 
Johnnie  1  he  is  still  as  keen  a  gillie  as  ever,  my 
friend  Mr.  Smith  tells  me,  but  I  am  going  to  see 
for  myself  how  Johnnie  is,  and  to  try  our 
luck  on  Gillaroo  once  more.  What  a  "  Deoch 
slainte  "  (good  health)  there  will  be  when  we  meet, 
but  that  is  another  story. 

Mr.  Smith  and  I  left  Euston  station  at  8  p.m. 
and  arrived  at  Inverness  next  morning  in  time  to 
have  a  good  breakfast  at  the  station  hotel  before 
leaving  for  the  North  by  the  mail  train.  We 
arrived  at  Invershin  about  midday,  where  we  found 
a  waggonette  and  good  pair  of  cobs  waiting,  and 
soon  we  were  on  our  way  to  Inchnadamph,  a 
distance  of  nearly  thirty-four  miles.  The  day  was 
glorious,  bright  blue  sky,  and  a  fresh  wind  blowing 
off  the  hills  which  was  most  refreshing  after  the 
stifling  heat  of  London.  The  first  place  at  which 
we  changed  horses  after  leaving  Invershin  was 
Oykell  Bridge,  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles,  where 
we  enjoyed  our  lunch  in  the  comfortable  parlour  of 
the  little  Lnn,  and  where  we  met  two  other  gentle- 
men who  were  fishing  the  river  Oykell,  a  very  good 
river  with  fine  pools.  Leaving  Oykell  we  passed 
over  many  miles  of  moors  until  we  reached  Altna- 
cealgach  Hotel,  beautifully  situated  near  Loch 
Boarlan.  The  hotel-keeper,  a  handsome  young 
man  iu  the  Highland  dress,  came  out  to  meet  us, 
and  was  most  courteous  and  kind  while  we  were 
havingsour  tea,  giving  us  all  the  fishiug  news  of  the 


different  lochs  in  connection  with  his  hotel.  This 
stage  was  ten  miles  from  Oykell.  After  half-an- 
hour's  rest  we  continued  the  last  eight  miles  of  our 
journey. 

What  a  panorama  of  hills  met  our  gaze  a  mile 
fm-ther  on.  Sugar  Loaf,  Quinag,  Ben  More,  and 
away  to  the  west  the  towering  Suil-bhein.  It  was 
now  down  hill  all  the  way,  and  our  good  horses 
went  so  well  that  we  were  soon  in  sight  of  the  old 
marble  quarries  at  Led  Beg.  A  little  later  the 
beautiful  Loch  Awe  dotted  with  wooded  isles  was 
reached.  This  loch  is  beloved  by  all  fishers.  We 
heard  a  great  deal  about  its  attractions  from 
friends  who  go  yearly  to  Inchnadamph.  We  just 
wished  that  we  could  stop  and  try  our  luck. 

In  the  course  of  an  hour  we  reached  our  journey's 
end,  where  M'e  got  a  real  hearty  welcome  from  our 
host  and  hostess.  It  was  just  eight  o'clock  when 
we  arrived.  The  visitors  were  all  in  the  front  hall 
looking  at  three  splendid  salmon  and  several 
baskets  of  trout.  AVe  were  hurried  off  to  our 
rooms  and  told  to  get  ready  as  soon  as  possible  as 
dinner  would  be  served  at  a  quarter  past  eight. 

My  room  looked  on  to  Lord  Brownlow's  deer 
forest,  and  the  quiet  beauty  of  those  far  hills  soothe 
me  even  now — in  the  midst  of  London  life,  in  the 
roar  and  din  of  the  Strand,  but  this  is  a  digression  ! 

The  gong  sounded,  and  we  were  soon  all  seated 
round  the  well-spread  table  in  the  old-fashioned 
but  exceedingly  comfortable  dining-room.  An 
excellent  dinner  was  served,  to  which  we  all  did  full 
justice.  The  gentlemen  adjourned  to  the  smoking 
room,  where  a  cheerful  peat  fire  was  burning,  and 
there  I  met  for  the  first  time  Mr.  Harvie  Brown. 
He  was  most  delightful,  and  his  conversation  and 
stories  about  fishing,  wild  birds,  etc.,  are  among 
my  most  cherished  memories. 

He  is  the  chief  ornithologist  in  Scotland,  besides 
being  a  great  authority  on  fishing.  We  also  met  an 
English  canon.  Many  were  the  interesting  stories 
he  told  us  from  his  armchair  of  his  experiences  at 
Loch  Gorm  and  the  hill  lochs.  He  seemed  to  know 
the  merits  of  all  the  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Next  morning  we  had  breakfast  at  eight  o'clock, 
after  which  the  business  of  our  holiday  began.  Our 
host  came  and  interviewed  us  about  lunch,  and 
introduced  us  to  our  gillie,  Johnnie,  who  helped  so 
much  to  make  our  stay  in  Assynt  so  enjoyable. 

There  were  ten  gentlemen  going  out  to  fish.  All 
was  bustle  and  hurry,  while  a  hearty  laugh  from 
some  of  the  gentlemen  told  of  the  good  feeling 
between  all. 

The  gillies  were  making  a  great  fuss  about  rods, 
flies,  brogues,  and  traps.  At  last  one  carriage  drove 
ofi'  with  Mr.  Harvie  Brown  and  Davie  Mackenzie, 
his  worthy  gillie,  to  the  river  Inver.  Another  trap 
soon  drove  off  to  Loch  Letteressa,  Loch  Awe,  and 
Loch  Ganavach,  while  our  canon  went  to  Loch 
Assynt  quite  near,  and  we  proceeded  to  our  fishing 
groimd,  Gillaroo,  three  miles  up  through  the  hills, 
where  beautifully  shaped  trout  are  to  be  found— the 
only  species  in  Scotland. 

Our  way  led  up  a  zigzag  peat  road,  past  Macleod 
the  shepherd's  cottage,  on  towards  the  silent  river 
where  the  water  suddenly  disappears,  coming  out 
again  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below. 

A  little  further  on  we  passed  the  wonderful  caves, 
and  in  a  short  time  we  came  in  sight  of  Gillaroo. 
Johnnie  soon  had  the  boat  ready  for  us,  and  only 
those  who  are  enthusiastic  over  fishing  can  imder- 
stand  with  what  joyful  feelings  we  threw  our  line 
for  the  first  time  that  season. 

Johnnie  drifted  us  across  to  where  he  knew  the 
big  fish  lay,  and  sure  enough  in  about  ten  miuutes 
whirr  went  my  friend's  reel,  and  we  knew  he  had 
hooked  a  beauty.  Our  excitement  was  great  for 
ten  minutes,  then  he  was  played  out,  and  soon  lay 
safe  in  the  bottom  of  our  boat.  He  was  a  bonnie 
fish,  4^1b.  We  looked  so  long  at  the  beautifully 
shaped  trout  that  Johnnie  at  last  said  very  philo- 
sophically, "  Well,  gentlemen,  if  you  are  going  to 
gaze  much  longer  at  that  fish,  how  do  you  expect 
to  get  a  good  basket  ?  "  We  at  once  began  again, 
and  by  lunch  time  we  had  six — 4^1b.,  Ijlb.,  2ilb., 
2ilb.,  21b.  lOoz.,  and  Iflb.  They  gave  us  excellent 
sport,  and  we  were  all  well  pleased,  sat  down,  and 
enjoyed  our  substantial  lunch. 

In  the  afternoon  the  trout  did  not  rise  so  well, 
but  again  in  the  evening  we  had  fair  sport,  and  at 
half-past  six  we  reeled  in  our  lines,  very  tired,  but 
well  pleased  with  our  day's  work.  Best  flies — 
Claret  and  Grouse  and  Zulu.  Walking  slowly 
dovni  we  had  time  to  look  around.  The  scene  was  ; 
replete  with  a  sense  of  wild  freedom  and  grandeur. 
Silence  reigned  everywhere.     The  sun  had  set  ^ 


behind  Quinag,  and  the  shadows  were  creeping  ug 
Ben  More,  until  at  last  the  crimson  glow  of  the 
western  sky  was  only  left  on  the  topmost  peaks  of 
those  great  mountains. 

Looking  down  at  Inchnadamph  the  situation 
could  hardly  be  surpassed  for  wild  grandeur.  It  is 
shut  in  by  some  of  the  oldest  hills  in  the  world — 
so  geologists  say — and  scientists  come  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  to  study  Quinag,  the  oldest  hill  of 
them  all.  When  we  reached  our  temporary  home 
at  half-past  seven  we  found  that  the  canon  had 
just  arrived.  He,  too,  had  had  good  sport,  one 
fresh  run  grilse,  61b.,  caught  in  Castle  Bay,  besides 
121b.  of  trout,  but  we  thought  them  very  black  in 
comparison  with  the  beautifully  spotted  trout  from 
Gillaroo. 

We  all  waited  before  going  to  dress  for  the 
other  fishers.  We  had  not  long  to  wait.  In  ten 
minutes  the  carriages  all  arrived  —  and  what  a 
hubbub  I 

Mr.  Harvie  Brown  caught  a  beautiful  201b.  salmon 
at  the  Narrows  on  the  Inver.  As  it  lay  reposing  in 
the  front  hall,  of  course  all  our  sport  looked  insig- 
nificant, even  although  there  were  very  good  trout 
from  Letteressa  and  Loch  Awe.  It  >vas  a  very 
happy  dinner  party  that  night,  and  the  canon's 
grilse  graced  the  dinner-table. 

Next  day  it  was  arranged  that  my  friend  and  I 
should  fish  Loch  Awe — the  favourite  loch  I  men- 
tioned before.  Johnnie  got  our  tackle  ready  in  good 
time,  and  we  drove  off  in  a  dogcart  before  the  fuss 
of  the  day  commenced.  We  were  afraid  our  sport 
would  not  be  very  good  as  the  sun  was  too  bright, 
but  before  we  drove  up  the  four  miles  the  sky  got 
overcast  and  our  spirits  rose  accordingly.  We 
were  not  long  in  the  boat  before  the  trout  began  to 
rise,  and  before  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when 
our  dogcart  came  for  us,  we  had  a  basket  of  161b., 
averaging  three  to  the  pound — silvery,  pink-fleshed 
trout.  The  taking  flies  were  Claret  and  Grouse, 
Zulu  and  Red  Palmer. 

The  fishermen  had  all  arrived  before  us,  and  the 
sport  as  usual  was  displayed  in  the  little  hall.  Our 
canon  had  the  best  basket — such  lovely  trout  from 
the  Inver,  several  over  21b.  I  have  never  seen  such 
trout  since.  Looking  at  their  wonderful  golden 
colour  we  could  hardly  drag  ourselves  away  from 
them,  although  the  drive  home  from  Loch  Awe 
gave  us  a  keen  appetite. 

Mr.  Harvie  Brown  left  us  early  next  morning ; 
we  were  all  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  him  and  to 
lose  his  pleasant  companionship. 

The  next  three  days  were  too  bright  for  good 
fishing  as  the  empty  baskets  of  the  fishermen  showed 
in  the  evening,  but  on  Saturday  night  our  host  told 
us  we  would  have  rain  before  Monday,  and  sure 
enough  when  we  looked  out  on  Sunday  morning  it 
not  only  rained  but  poured.  Monday  morning  it 
still  rained  with  a  strong  gale  of  wind,  too  rough 
for  the  boats  to  go  out. 

Mr.  Cookson  arrived  during  the  storm,  and  was 
introduced  to  us  as  the  "  Champion  fisher  of  York- 
shire." He  was  quite  an  acquisition  to  our  party, 
and  many  an  hour  he  beguiled  with  his  racy  stories, 
for  he  had  the  rare  gift  of  looking  on  the  bright  side 
of  life. 

Tuesday  it  was  still  raining,  but  not  so  stormy. 
All  the  streams  running  down  the  mountains  were 
in  spate.  Wednesday  morning  cleared  up  and 
Johnnie  and  I  went  to  the  Inver.  Our  obliging 
host,  who  is  a  keen  sportsman  himself,  rigged  me 
out,  and  with  great  expectations  we  drove  off. 
Arriving  at  the  Narrows,  we  fished  up  until  we  came 
to  the  Round  Pool,  when  Johnnie  said,  "  Now,  sir, 
you'll  stand  there,  cast  your  fly  well  across,  and  if 
he  is  there  at  all  he  will  come  two  yards  on  this 
side  of  that  stone."  Sure  enough  at  the  third  cast, 
and  before  I  had  time  to  think,  whirr  went  the  reel 
and  a  beautiful  fish  sprang  out  of  the  water.  After 
much  anxiety  and  excitement,  my  first  salmon  was 
landed.  I  need  not  dwell  on  the  proud  feeling  of 
satisfaction  I  felt  as  Johnnie  and  I  admired  that  t 
fine  fish — just  121b.  When  we  arrived  home  we 
found  that  I  was  not  the  only  hero  of  the  day, 
Mr.  Cookson  having  caught  a  salmon  on  his  trout 
rod  with  very  fine  tackle  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Assynt,  and  after  playing  it  for  five  hours  succeeded 
in  landing  it.  His  gillie,  Davie,  was  especially 
proud.  I  am  afraid  my  readers  are  tired,  although 
there  are  still  many  incidents  to  relate,  and  I  must 
wait  with  patience  for  the  happy  day  that  sends  me 
North  once  more  to  the 

"  Land  of  the  misty  cloud,  land  of  the  tempest  loud, 
Land  of  the  brave  and  proud,  land  of  the  free." 

J.  D. 
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BIED  WATCHING.* 
By  Edmund  Selous. 


The  author  in  his  preface  has  taken  much  pains 
to  explain  what  he  means  by  "  Bird  Watching,"  He 
repudiates  the  word  observations,  and  he  does  not 
wish  it  to  be  understood  that  he  has  contributed 
much  to  the  natural  history  of  bird  life.  He  has 
devoted  much  time  and  much  patience  in  watching 
the  action  and  the  doings  of  certain  birds  in  their 
native  haunts.  During  these  watchings  on  Bird 
Island,  at  all  times  of  the  day  and  in  all  seasons  of 
the  year,  he  has  managed  to  creep  as  hear  as 
possible  to  their  haunts  without  incurring  the  risk 


Cebstrd  Grebe  Attacking  Another 

of  disturbing  them ;  he  has  watched  them  either 
by  the  naked  eye  or  with  the  use  of  a  field-glass, 
and  as  he  watched  he  madei  notes,  and  it  is  these 
notes  literally  as  they  were  taken  down  that  form 
the  substance  of  this  delightful  volume. 

One  might  well  imagine  that  a  voliune  made  up 
almost  wholly  of  such  notes  would  soon  become 
monotonous  and  wearying  to  a  reader.  The  number 
of  bkds  thus  watched  was  not  very  large.  It 
included  great  plovers,  ringed  plovers,  redshanks, 
peewits,  stock-doves,  wood-pigeons,  wheatears, 
dabchicks,  gulls,  skuas,  ravens,  curlews,  eider-ducks, 


Great  Plovers — A  Nuptial  Pose. 

shags  and  guillemots,  rooks,  blackbirds,  nightin- 
gales, sand-martins. 

Monotonous,  however,  is  just  what  the  book  is 
not.  The  author  has  such  a  facile  pen;  such  a 
power  of  describing  apparently  trifling  matters  as 
to  make  them  amusing  and  interesting;  such  a 
fund  of  quiet  humour  that  the  matter  is  always 
attractive,  and  when  the  end  is  reached  one  is 
inclined  to  ask  for  more. 

One  would  like  to  give  a  few  specimens  of  the 
watcMngs,  but  the  difficuly  is  to  select  where 
every  page  is  full  of  interest. 


**fv''''l^fK*iw^-  Edmund  Selous.  London :  J.  M,  Dent 
«  to.    With  Photogravures,  etc. 


The  following  is  a  brief  extract  from  a  most 
interesting  description  of  a  pair  of  ravens  and  their 
young  :— 

"  I  made  many  attempts  to  witness  the  feeding 
of  these  young  ravens  by  their  parents,  but  owing 
to  their  being  no  kind  of  cover  from  which  I  could 
watch,  and  no  means  of  erecting  a  proper  shelter, 
I  was  unable  to  do  so.  I  did  the  best  I  could  by 
means  of  pieces  of  turf  and  a  plaid  or  waterproof 
stretched  over  them,  but  this  was  not  sufficient  to 
allay  the  suspicions  of  the  old  birds,  who  had 
always  seen  me  as  I  came  up,  and  from  my  first 
appearance  over  the  brow  of  the  hill  flew  around 
croaking  and  croaking,  awaiting  impatiently  the 
moment  of  my  departure.  .  .  .  But  though  I 
1,  missed  the  feeding,  I  twice  saw  the 

raven  mother — ^the  real  one — cling 
on  to  the  side  of  the  nest  and  look 
in  upon  her  yoimg  ones,  who  rose 
and  greeted  her  himgrily.  That  was 
'  /'  i//'/  //  ^  gloi'ious  thing  to  see.  There  was 
■yr/}//;/:/  somethmg  in  the  bird's  look  almost 
,?;////'/  ,',/  indescribable  —  a  blending,  as  it 
seemed  to  me,  of  cunning,  criminal 
knowledge  combined  with  light- 
heartedness,  and  strong  maternal 
affection.  With  the  first  two  of 
these,  and  with  the  stately  yet 
half  grotesque  action,  the  bright 
black  and  steely,  glossy-purpling 
plumage  (it  never  looked  black 
through  the  glasses),  a  faint,  flitting 
idea  as  of  the  devil  was  com- 
municated, enhancing  and  giving 
piquancy  to  the  delight.  She  hung 
thus  for  some  moments,  seeming 
to  enjoy  the  sight  of  her  children, 
yet  all  the  while  having  her  black, 
cimning  eyes  half  turned  up  towards 
myself." 

Here  is  an  accoimt  of  the 
curious  nuptial  pose  of  great 
plovers  ; — 

"  They  approach  each  other,  and 
standing  side  by  side,  with,  perhaps, 
a^  foot  between  them,  but  looking 
different  ways,  each  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  it  has  been  advancing, 
both  of  them  assume,  at  the  same 
time,  a  particular  and  very  curious  postinre, 
worth  waiting  days  to  see.  First  they  draw 
themselves  up  on  then-  long,  yellow,  stilt-like  legs, 
then  curving  the  neck  with  a  slow  and  formal 
motion,  they  bend  the  head  downwards— yet  still 
holding  it  at  a  height— and  stop  thus,  set  and 
rigid,  the  beak  pointing  to  the  ground.  Having 
stood  like  this  for  some  seconds  they  assume  the 
normal  attitude.  This  wonderful  pose  in  a  vein  of 
stiff  formality  is  made  more  striking  by  the  great, 
glaring,  wild-looking,  yellow  eyes." 

In  describing  how  some  of  the  water  birds 
pursue  each  other  under  the  water, 
Mr.  Selous  says,  referring  to  the 
little  black  guillemots  : — 

"  There  are  three  modes  of  de- 
livering the  attack  in  fighting  .  .  . 
the  third  plan,  which  is  the  most 
ruse,  is  for  the  attacking  bird  to 
dive  whilst  yet  some  way  off,  and, 
coming  up  beneath  his  '  objective,' 
to  spear  up  at  him  with  his  bill. 
And  so  nicely  does  he  judge  his  dis- 
tance that  he  always  does  come  up 
exactly  where  the  swimming  bird 
was,  not  is,  for  that  one  is  as  invari- 
ably gone.  ...  In  just  the  same 
way  have  I  seen  the  great  crested 
grebe  rise  up  and  fly  far  over  the 
water  ...  but  he  rose  not  alone 
■  from  the  surface,  but  also  from 
the  well-aimed  spear-point  of  his  successfully- 
lunging  antagonist." 

The  volume  is  adorned  by  several  characteristic 
pictures  from  drawings  by  J.  Smit. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


OF 


MESSES.  ANDEESONS'  SALE 
WATEEPEOOFS. 

As  will  be  seen  from  their  advertisement  in  our 
pages,  the  annual  clearance  sale  of  Messrs.  Ander- 
sons, of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  London,  E.G.,  is 
now  on,  and  offers  an  opportunity  of  getting  first- 
class  waterproof  garments  of  all  kinds  at  sweeping 
reductions— as  much  as  half-price  in  some  cases. 


A  FEW  HOLIDAY  NOTES. 


One  should  endeavour  to  take  the  gear  suitable 
for  the  water  one  is  going  to  fish,  and  nothing  more 
than  is  necessary. 

The  amount  of  tackle  some  anglers  take  is 
appa,lling  —  tackle  not  one-tenth  of  which  can 
possibly  be  used,  and  a  nice  mess  some  of  it  often 
gets  into. 

Thus  I  wrote  to  a  friend  with  whom  I  am  going 
fishing  for  a  week  :— "  Bring  as  little  as  possible." 
Being  a  most  difficult  place  to  get  at,  and  he  had 
such  a  doing  last  year,  I  do  not  think  he  will 
forget  it. 

If  a  tidal  river  is  going  to  be  fished,  then  one  rod 
IS  quite  enough  to  attend  to  properly.  In  fact, 
nine  times  out  of  ten  one  rod  is  enough  at  any 
time,  because  if  the  fish  are  not  biting  two  are  not 
required,  and  if  they  are  one  is  sufficient.  On 
June  30  I  saw  a  youth  fishing  in  the  Arun,  and  he 
was  carrying  over  the  stUes  down  to  the  Cliff  s^vim 
two  rods  all  ready  for  fishmg,  a  long  landing-net, 
bag,  camp-stool,  and  either  a  box  or  a  basket  (I 
cannot  swear  which).  It  was  a  pitiable  sight  to 
se»  this  angler  -thus  turn  himself  into  a  veritable 
beast  of  burthen.  I  have  a  square  wicker  basket 
similar  to  those  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
with  a  very  strong  strap,  and  this  not  only  makes 
a  splendid  seat  -but  holds  everything.  It  will  even 
hold  a  good-sized  bait-can  at  a  push. 

If  I  want  to  change  my  swim,  I  shoulder  it  by 
the  aid  of  a  powerful  telescopic  landing  handle 
(it  would  knock  down  a  calf),  lock  it,  and  there 
you  are.  No  trouble,  no  bother.  Not  only  the 
proper  gear,  but  the  proper  bait  (or  at  any  rate  the 
bait  required,  such  as  worms  and  gentles)  should 
be  procured  before  starting,  or  ordered  to  be  at  the 
fishing  place  (or  nearest  station)  in  time.  It  seems 
unnecessary  to  mention  this,  but  one  may  be 
going  where  not  a  worm,  gentle,  cad  bait,  or  even 
bran  can  be  procured  for  a  day  or  two,  and  that  at 
a  time  when  fish  could  be  caught.  I  have  known 
such  things  happen,  I  assure  you.  In  short,  get 
to  know  beforehand  what  fish  the  water  contains 
and  act  accordingly,  and  do  not  take  gear  for  pike 
when  the  water  only  contains  carp,  tench,  rudd, 
roach,  and  eels.  It  is  not  much  use  saying,  when 
one  finds  it  is  too  late,  "  If  I  had  known  the  water 
contained  roach  I  should  have  brought  my  roach - 
pole,"  etc.  It  is  possible  for  an  angler  to  fish 
both  rivers  and  still  waters  for  years  and  know 
little  more  at  the  end  than  when  he  began  the 
best  localities  where  to  fish.  In  still  waters  in 
summer  do  not  forget  to  try  as  near  as  possible  to  a 
bed  of  weeds  as  they  provide  both  food  and  shelter. 

In  both  pond  and  lake  fishing  bait  the  morning 
before  ;  it  has  the  effect  of  getting  the  fish  together 
in  a  certain  radius,  and  on  arriving  at  the  water- 
side, after  making  the  first  cast,  scatter  in  a  little 
ground  bait  around  the  float  just  to  whet  their 
appetites  and  no  more,  with  as  little  disturbance  as 
possible.  In  rivers  where  there  are  clear  runs,  say 
of  three  or  four  feet  in  breadth,  good  roach  and 
dace  are  very  fond  of  hiding  under  the  ends  of 
waving  weeds  and  peeping  in  and  out  on  the  look- 
out for  food,  and  where  they  may  sometimes  be 
induced  to  take  a  clean,  sweet  pellet  of  white 
paste,  a  small  bunch  of  gentles,  a  piece  of  the 
crumb  pulled  from  the  inside  of  a  French  loU  witJwut 
any  prejiaration ;  but  this  will  only  remain  on  for 
one  swim  down,  and  is  very  trying  to  one's  patience. 
Sometimes  both  fat  plump  dace  and  large  roach 
are  partial  to  it. 

In  still  waters,  if  one  wishes  to  fish  without  any 
weight  worth  mentioning  on  the  gut,  one  can  use  a 
self-cocking  float — that  is,  take  out  the  wooden 
plug  that  acts  as  a  quill  and  put  in  the  shots 
required  to  cock  it  to  one's  fancy,  or  bind  a  small 
piece  of  sheet  lead  on  the  lower  portion  of  the  float. 
Such  baits  as  gentles,  worms,  paste,  and  wheat  are 
bound  to  sink  of  their  own  accord  on  fine  gut,  and 
the  less  weight  that  is  used  the  more  naturally 
they  descend.  I  have  frequently  seen  anglers  use 
more  shots  in  rather  shallow,  clear,  still  waters 
than  might  have  been  employed  in  moderately 
fast  streams,  with  the  result  that  the  bait  is  rushed 
do  wn  like  a  shot,  and  ponderous  bream,  aldermanic 
roach,  and  also  carp  have  sheered  off. 

They  knew  something  had  taken  place  out  of  the 
common.  You  thinli  not  ?  Well,  I  have  seen  it 
plainly  enough  on  more  than  one  occasion.  That 
angler  who  can  get  his  bait  to  the  fish  in  the  most 
natural  manner — that  is,  as  though  it  were  not 
attached  to  the  hook — will  be  thejmost  successful. 
A  gentle  does  noti  sink  %vith  Uiej  same  rapidity  i£ 
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thrown  in  by  itself  as  it  would  if  a  couple  of  B.B. 
shots  were  fixed  to  the  gut,  and  this  just  makes  all 
the  difference,  and  what  scores  of  anglers  never 
consider.  K" 

Line. — Always  use  as  fine  a  line  as  possible  ;  if 
this  is  in  the  least  degree  too  thick  neither  the  rod 
nor  reel  can  do  their  share  of  the  work  properly. 
No  matter  how  clever  an  angler  may  be,  he 
will  find  it  next  to  impossible  to  cast,  pay  off 
line,  or  strike  with  effect ;  and  let  me  entreat  you, 
if  you  are  going  in  for  a  roimd  of  coarse  fishing, 
necessitating  the  handling  of  paste,  grubs,  blood 
and  grains,  gentles,  worms,  mixing  ground  bait, 
and  more  especially  catching  eels  with  the  worm, 
don't  go  dressed  as  though  you  were  going  to  a 
marriage  feast.  Mark. 


PEOOFED  IN  THE  YAEN. 

AN  IMPORTANT  DISCOVERY. 
A  SERIES  of  experiments  to  improve  the  fastness 
of  their  colours  led  Messrs.  Burberrys  to  discard  the 
system  of  bath  dyeing  in  favour  of  dyeing  in  the 
yam.  By  the  latter  process — every  thread  being 
satm-ated — they  found  what  they  sought.  This  was 
suggestive;  the  same  and  even  greater  diificulties 
existed  with  proofing — why  not  discard  the  bath 
proofing  in  favour  of  the  yam  process  and  saturate 
every  thread.  Acting  upon  this  incentive  Messrs. 
Burberrys  interested  several  chemical  scientists  of 
high  standing,  who  elaborated  and  carried  out  an 
investigation  resulting  in  a  success  beyond  their 
most  sanguine  expectations,  for  by  forcing  the 
chemicals  into  the  heai-t  of  the  yarn  the  proofing 
became — until  the  garment  was  actually  woi"n  out 
— an  integi-al  part  of  the  cloth.  The  chemicals 
employed  are  beneficial  to  their  cloths  and  in  every 
sense  hygienic.  Bui-berrys  by  their  new  process 
guarantee  that  their  cloth  has  power  to  resist  a 
downpour.  From  the  health  point  of  view  Messrs. 
Biu-berrys'  new  plan  is  most  important.  We  many 
years  ago  suggested  that  waterproof  lines  should 
be  made  by  plaiting  the  threads  in  the  waterproofing 
mixtmre  as  we  feel  sure  it  is  the  only  way  to  get 
the  dressing  right  in  the  line. 


THE  LATE  MK.  RICHAED 
GHURNEY. 


On  Monday  last,  July  22,  was  biuried  at  Abney 
Park  Cemetery  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic, 
faithful,  and  hardest  workers  who  have  ever 
devoted  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of 
anglers  and  angling.  By  Mr.  Richard  Ghumey's 
death,  almost  in  his  eightieth  year,  we  lose  one 
who,  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  was  working  hard 
in  the  cause  of  London  anglers,  and  who  continued 
to  do  so  almost  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  not  long  after  that  of  his  old  friend  Mr. 
G.  H.  Field.  I  had  often  occasion  to  meet  Mr. 
Ghumey  on  matters  connected  with  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  during  the  past  twenty  years, 
and  he  was  so  often  accompanied  by  Mr.  Field, 
that  they  will  always  be  inseparably  connected  in  my 
mind  as  two  men  for  whom  I  had  always  the  greatest 
respect.  About  ten  years  ago  it  was  my  pleasant 
duty  to  act  as  honorary  treasurer  of  "  The  Ghumey 
Testimonial  PresentationFund,"  of  which  Mr.  Henry 
Howse  was  the  hon.  secretary,  and  on  January  28, 
1889,  at  the  Downs  Hotel,  Clapton,  we  had  a  large 
and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  anglers  to  present  our 
old  friend  with  a  purse  of  nearly  one  hundred 
pounds  and  an  illuminated  testimonial.  I  cannot 
do  better  than  repeat  here  some  part  of  what  was 
said  on  that  occasion.  R.  B.  Marston. 

The  Presentation. 
Me.  Maeston,  having  taken  the  chair,  said :  Gentle- 
men,— I  have  very  great  pleasure  in  being  present  here 
to-night,  as  I  have  known  our  friend,  Mr.  Ghumey, 
for  many  years,  and  no  one,  I  am  sure,  more  highly 
appreciates  the  services  he  has  rendered  to  anglers. 
He  has  been  working  for  anglers  for  over  forty  years, 
and  every  one  who  knows  him  will  admit  no  man 
has  worked  harder  or  with  greater  success  than 
Mr.  Ghurney  has  done.  I  am  sure  that  by  your 
presence  here  in  such  large  numbers  you  intend  to 
show  your  appreciation  of  Mr.  Ghurney.  (Cheers.) 
In  giving  this  testimonial  to  Mr.  Ghurney,  we  give 
him  not  only  a  sum  of  money,  but  we  give  him  also  a 
very  handsome  illuminated  address,  which  will  be,  I 
hope,  a  pleasure  to  him  for  many  years  to  come. 
(Cheers.)  Well,  as  you  know,  our  worthy  friend, 
Mr.  Howse,  sent  out  a  circular,  in  which  he  explained 
the  reasons  why  it  had  been  resolved  to  give  a 


testimonial  to  Mr.  Ghurney.  And  this  meeting  is 
the  result  of  that  circular,  from  which  I  will  make 
a  few  extracts.  Mr.  Howse  says: — "Mr.  Ghurney 
was  the  means,  with  one  or  two  others,  of  obtaining 
from  the  railway  companies  the  first  'privilege  tickets,' 
now  sixteen  years  ago  ;  this  alone  has  been  a  boon  to 
many  thousands,  still  continues  so  to  be  ;  and  furtJicr 
privileges  as  to  additional  stations  at  which  the 
privilege  tickets  are  available  continue  to  be  added, 
mainly  by  the  great  exertions  exercised  by  Mr. 
Ghurney,  who  is  well  known  and  respected  on  so 
many  lines  of  railroads.  The  'Anglers'  Benevolent 
Fund '  owes  its  origin  to  Mr.  Ghurney,  aided  and 
supported  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  its 
esteemed  President  from  its  initiation.  The  genuine 
good  achieved  by  that  society  in  rendering  a  helping 
hand  to  a  brother  in  distress,  is  known  to  all  anglers. 
In  the  fearless  prosecution  of  poachers,  in  the  steady 
watchfulness  of  '  suspects,'  and  the  numerous  dis- 
coveries of  illegal  nets  and  other  engines  unfairly  used 
for  the  taking  of  fish,  to  the  depletion  of  rivers  and 
consequent  disheartening  of  the  honest  angler,  Mr. 
Ghurney  has  always  been  to  the  front ;  and  morning, 
noon  or  night,  a  hint  to  Ghurney  that  '  poachers  would 
be  about '  would  set  him  off  on  his  dangerous  errand, 
when  his  sense  of  duty  would  never  allow  him  to  be  a 
laggard.  His  name,  therefore,  may  most  naturally  be 
a  '  terror  '  to  the  '  evil  doer.'  In  the  '  preservation  of 
waters,'  in  the  enforcement  of  the  '  fence  season,'  he 
has  ever  been  most  active  and  vigilant,  and  those  high 
in  authority  as  river  conservators,  etc.,  eagerly  seek  the 
practical  advice  and  assistance  of  our  friend  Ghurney. 
I  may  mention  that  Mr.  Ghurney  gives  fhe-wJiole 
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of  his  time  to  the  '  Anglers'  Association,'  and  the 
'  Anglers'  Benevolent  Association.'  He  is  also  secretary 
to  '  The  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.'  " 

Mr.  R.  Ghueney,  in  reply,  said :  Mr.  Chairman, 
Gentlemen,  and  Fellow  Anglers, — It  is  impossible  for 
me  to  find  words  to  express  my  gratitude  to  this 
meeting  for  their  kindness,  and  being  surrounded  as  I 
am  by  so  many  old  and  well-known  friends  and  anglers 
on  this  occasion,  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  you  long. 
Mr.  Marston  has  been  kind  enough  to  tell  you  a  great 
deal  more  about  me  than  I  can  hope  to  answer  to,  but 
certainly  I  have  been  trying  to  do  my  best  to  get 
certain  improvements  effected,  which  are  now  estab- 
lished facts.  I  have  been  also  successful  in  obtaining 
certain  privileges  for  anglers  from  time  to  time,  and  I 
hope  I  shall  be  still  able  to  do  much  more.  If  I  can, 
you  may  be  sure  I  will.  (Cheers.)  I  think  now  that 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  angling  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  national  sport.  It  has  certainly  advanced 
very  much  of  late  years.  There  is  no  doubt  that  cheap 
travelling  has  done  much  for  anglers  and  to  popularise 
the  sport.  Why,  a  man  can  go  three  or  four  times  as 
far  and  for  less  expense  than  he  used  to.  It  was  Mr. 
Marston  who,  when  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Associa- 
tion was  started,  gave  us  the  first  subscription  of  £5  5s. 
It  was  Mr.  Marston  who  started  the  angling  tourna- 
ments in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Society ;  and  many 
other  benefits  has  Mr.  Marston  bestowed  on  us  anglers, 
and  I  am  sure  he  would  do  anything  he  could  to 
further  our  interests.  (Cheers.)  I  have  to  thank  him 
very  much,  and  I  thank  also  our  worthy  friend  Mr. 
Howse — (loud  cheers) — secretary  of  the  fund,  who 
started  it  and  worked  so  hard  to  bring  it  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  I  thank  him  very  much.  I  also  thank  the 
committee.  I  thank  them  all ;  and  last,  but  not  least, 
Mr.  Cotterill  and  Mr.  Webb.  They  were  the  first  to 
suggest  that  I  should  have  a  presentation,  and  went 
round  to  the  various  clubs,  and  they  succeeded  in 
getting  the  Clapton  A.S.  to  bring  the  matter  forward. 


I  must  conclude  by  wishing  you  all  long  life  and 
prosperity  and  good  sport,  and  if  at  any  time  I  can  do 
anything  I  hope  I  may  be  spared  to  assist  you. 

The  Chaieman  :  I  will  now  call  upon  Mr.  Howse, 
who  has  worked  so  long  and  so  hard  to  make  this  fund 
a  success,  to  say  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Howse,  Who  was  received  with  loud  cheers, 
said :  Gentlemen, — I  will  not  detain  you  long,  as  time 
is  getting  on.  My  task  has  been  a  labour  of  love.  I 
may  say  that  those  clubs  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
fund  will  have  their  names  written  upon  vellum  and 
handed  to  Mr.  Ghurney  ;  and  the  more  honour  will 
attach  to  such  contributors  when  those  who  have  had 
the  same  opportunity  have  not  responded  in  aiding 
the  good  cause.  Having  read  out  the  list  of  subscribers, 
Mr.  Howse  said :  Well,  gentlemen,  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  you  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  you  have 
shown  me  and  your  appreciation  of  what  I  have  done. 
I  am  only  too  pleased  to  do  anything  to  show  my 
appreciation  and  friendship  for  Dick  Ghurney,  whom 
I  esteem  so  much.    (Loud  cheers.) 

The  following  extract  is  from  the  account  of  the 
funeral  written  by  Mr.  Ghurney's  old  friend,  Mr.  J. 
Deplidge,  of  the  Sporting  Life  : — 

"  Included  in  the  gathering  at  the  cemetery  were 
Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf  and  W.  H.  Elsmore  (repre- 
senting the  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers), 
J.  B.  Close  (Gresham  A.S.),  Frank  Newton  and  A. 
M'Ginnis  (Hoxton  Brothers),  G.  Manning  (Izaak 
Walton),  R.  G.  Woodruff  (Anglers'  Association),  F. 
Halsall  and  J.  Jones  (Bostonians),  H.  Killick  (Lincoln), 
Sam  Malby  (Dalston  A.S.),  Charley  Watling  and  J.  A. 
Fitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers),  W.  H.  Thomas,  J. 
Bell  (Wenlock),  G.  Jordan  (Clissold),  C.  J.  Carter 
(West  London),  T.  L.  C.  Lamond  (Tottenham  Hotspur 
Piscatorials),  Frei,  J.  Huntley,  Uodson  (Bermondsey 
Brothers),  W.  H.  Shead  (Cambridge  Heath  Brothers),  j 
R.  Denton,  and  J.  Deplidge  (representing  the  Sporting  I 
Life  and  the  CoUingwood  A.S.).  The  service  was  very 
impressively  read  in  the  chapel  and  at  the  graveside 
by  the  Rev.  Arnold  0.  Palmer,  B.A.,  chaplain  Abney 
Park  Cemetery,  and  the  funeral  arrangements  were 
carried  out  by  Mr.  P.  Knowland,  of  Hoxton.  Besides 
several  wreaths  from  relatives,  there  was  one  from  the  • 
Fishiyig  Gazette  and  one  from  the  Anglers'  Association."  : 


TEOLLING  AND  TEOUTING 
EULES. 

{From  Colquhoun's  "  Stray  Casts.") 

The  following  directions  on  trolling  and  trout  \ 
fishing  were  all  taken  down  when  first  observed, 
and  afterwards  subjected  to  the  test  of  further 
experience. 

The  large  Salmo  feroxes  never  run  freely  when 
a  loch  is  full  or  discoloured,  although  the  smaller 
ones  may.  Fly- trout  also  often  rise  well  in,  a  ; 
flooded  loch,  if  the  sky  is  good  and  the  wind  fair.  ' 
Small  feroxes  of  five  or  six  pounds  frequently  take  ■ 
the  fly  at  such  times.  I  never  knew  but  one  large 
ferox  take  the  fly  at  all,  and  that  was  in  the  ; 
estuary  of  a  river ;  it  weighed  seventeen  pounds. 
August,  and  the  latter  half  of  July,  especially  if 
very  hot,  I  reckon  the  worst  time  for  loch-fishing. 
East  wind  is  always  bad,  even  should  the  sun  be 
powerful.  When  you  are  trolling  with  a  north 
wind,  or  a  still  more  unfortunate  easterly  breeze, 
pay  most  attention  to  those  parts  where  hills  and 
gullies  make  the  wind  strike  as  if  from  south  or 
west.  For  years  I  imagined  this  could  make  no 
difference.  Practice  at  length  convinced  me  to  the 
contrary, 'for  when  the  wind  was  in  such  unpro- 
pitious  quarters,  if  I  hooked  a  fine  fish  it  was 
almost  always  by  the  help  of  those  fictitious  gales. 
I  am  well  aware  many  will  doubt  and  laugh.  I 
don't  pretend  to  account  for  it,  but  have  often 
found  my  account  in  attending  to  it.  When  the 
wind  scours  the  loch  in  frequent  gusts  and  as 
suddenly  dies  away  into  a  calm,  the  troller  has  a 
great  advantage  who  knows  all  the  straths  and 
hollows  where  it  comes  down  and  first  strikes  any 
good  water. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  season  the  points  keep 
most  fish.  As  the  year  advances  the  bays  are  the 
surest  find.  In  autumn  a  heavy  fish  is  often  hooked 
about  the  mouths  or  estuaries  of  rivers  and  bums, 
which  earlier  in  the  season  would  have  been  trolled 
in  vain.  Of  course,  the  fish  is  making  for  the 
running  water  to  spawn.  "  The  Brander,"  at  the 
head  of  the  river  Awe,  seldom  harbours  a  good 
Salmo  ferox  except  at  such  times.  When  one  of 
these  fish  strikes,  hooks,  and  drops  off,  instantly  let 
out  some  line  with  your  hand  from  the  reel,  and 
he  will  sometimes  follow  and  fasten  firmly.  This 
I  have  frequently  proved. 

In  the  smaller  lochs  the  country  people  will 
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often  warn  you  that  "  the  big  fish  don't  begin  to 
take  "  till  a  certain  hour,  and  leave  off  at  another. 
Pay  attention  to  the  stated  times,  but  never  grudge 
to  begin  your  trolling  earlier  in  the  morning  than 
they  advise,  and  prolong  it  as  late  in  the 
evening  as  you  please.  We  were  assured  that 
there  was  Httle  chance  of  a  Salmo  fcrox  in  Loch 
Layghal  after  three  o'clock.  Most  of  those  we 
hooked  took  greedily  at  least  two  hours  later. 

In  fine,  calm,  summer  nights  fish  feed  so  well  as 
to  be  rather  lazy  next  day.  This  applies  to  fly- 
trout  in  particular.  A  rough  night,  succeeded  by  a 
calmer  day,  has  of  coiu-se  the  contrary  effect,  so 
the  trouter  should  take  advantage  of  it.  In  stiU, 
sunny  weather  the  Salmo  ferox  feeds  nearer  the 
top.  Troll  then  with  a  finer  wheel-line  (if  you 
have  it),  a.  much  lighter  casting-line,  no  lead,  and 
smaller  swivels.  Often  the  best  fish  are  taken  in 
that  sort  of  weather.  By  adopting  this  plan  the 
first  day  I  was  out  on  Loch  Awe  one  season,  I  slew 
a  151b.  fish  and  another  of  61b.,  with  only  a  light 
breath  of  air.  As  a  general  rule,  however,  the 
nearer  the  bottom  you  troll  for  large  fish  the 
better. 

In  the  smaller,  shallower  lochs,  the  feroxes  are 
often  collected  in  shoals.  Should  you  hook  or  kill 
one,  try  them  again  over  the  same  place  imtil  they 
stop  running.  In  minnow-trolling  for  yeUow  trout, 
you  may  often  have  great  success  by  attending  to 
this  rule.  But  when  you  happen  upon  a  shoal  of 
,  sea-trout,  salmon,  or  grilse  in  a  loch,  be  especially 
particular  to  come  over  them  again  and  again, 
whether  you  are  fishing  with  the  troll  or  the  fly. 
In  very  shallow  lochs  the  fly-trout  are  often  afraid 
to  come  within  reach  of  the  shores  till  evening.  To 
know  this  may  often  fill  a  creel  that  would  other- 
wise come  back  empty. 

Always,  if  possible,  dry  trolling-lines  by  pulling 
them  out  along  the  shores  when  you  have  done 
fishing.  If  dried  in  a  room,  they  twist  and  give 
far  more  trouble.  If  not  pulled  out  to  dry  every 
time  after  use  they  soon  rot. 

Neither  rules  nor  practice  will  make  a  man  an 
angler,  unless  he  has  a  turn  for  it,  although  love  of 
scenery  or  love  of  "Father  Izaak"  sometimes 
■induces  him  to  try.     Such  enthusiasts  deserve 
better  sport  than  they  often  obtain.    A  drunken 
fishing-guide  of  Loch  Awe  was  piloting  one  of  them, 
when  he  accidentally  fixed  a  heavy  fish.    "  He's 
running  away  with  my  line,  I  tell  you."    "  Give 
him  a  turn  round  the  thowl-pin,"  suggests  little 
Joe.    "He  pulls  it  out  still,"  complains  the  rod- 
handler.    "  Then,  give  him  two,"  says  Joe,  with 
all  the  authority  of  experience.    Of  course  the  two 
broke  the  fish.     Another  was   quite  content  if 
allowed  to  pitch  his  fly  among  the  prisoners  of  the 
draught-net,  arguing  that,  as  the  fish  were  there, 
and  must  of  course  see  the  fly,  it  was  thevr  fault, 
and  not  his,  if  they  refused  it.    A  "  wit,"  residing 
on  Loch  Lomond,  unlike  these  devotees  (whose 
pardon  I  beg  if  implying  they  were  no  wits),  at 
once  detected  his  lack  of  gift  for  the  rod,  and  was 
candid  enough  to  give  me  solid  reasons  why  his 
first  day's  fishing  was  also  his  last.    "  In  those 
<i^ys  white  trout  were  very  plentiful  in  the  loch, 
and  -by  mere  chance,  the  first  day  I  ever  tried,  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  hook  a  large  one.  Having 
no  boatman,  I  pulled  after  it  right  across  to  the 
opposite  shore.    Upon  taking  up  my  rod  when  the 
fash  seemed  quieter,  it  gave  a  tug  and  broke  my 
Ime.    I  then  took  out  my  watch  to  see  how  long 
this  fool's  chase  had  lasted,  when  the  coble  gave  a 
lurch,  and  my  valuable  gold  watch  and  bunch  of 
seals  toppled  over  the  side,  and  most  likely  found  a 
fob  m  the  soft  mud  at  the  bottom  of  the  water 
Can  you  wonder,  then,  that  I  shirk  a  rod  as  if  it 
were  a  serpent,  or  that  I  decline  another  introduc- 
tion to  a  sea-trout  until  ,all  the  spirit  has  been 
boiled  out  of  him  ?  " 

^oinetimes,  in  spite  of  all  odds,  the  bungler  gains 
the  day.  One  of  the  most  accomplished  fishers  I 
ever  knew  moved  a  salmon  three  times  in  the  first 
pool  he  tried.  As  it  showed  signs  of  laziness, 
instead  of  "  waiting  on  "  he  judged  it  best  to  give 
an  hour's  law.  Looking  over  his  shoulder  when 
preparing  for  the  next  pool,  he  saw  the  village 
tailor,  who  had  scarcely  ever  thrown  a  line  in  his 
'  a^^^  ^^'^  having  fixed  it  at 

the  first  rise.  He  was  standing  aghast  and  helpless 
before  the  mighty  spirit  he  had  raised  and  had  no 
power  to  control.  My  friend  had  the  good-nature 
to  run  back  and  save  the  fish,  but  always  described 
the  contest  between  Snip  and  the  salmon  as  the 
most  aggravating  sight  that  had  ever  stirred  his 
spleen.    In  the  summer  of  1855  a  tempting  trout 


haunted  a  weir  upon  the  river  Kennet,  in  Berkshire. 
It  set  at  naught  all  the  best  anglers  of  the  district, 
until  the  miller,  seeing  it  gulp  down  a  piece  of 
potato,  took  the  hint,  and  immediately  hooked  it. 
This  fish  weighed  ten  pounds,  and  its  Irish  taste 
gave  rise  to  much  speculation.  ' 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLERS. 

(From  the  ''Booh  of  the  Beach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell.) 
{Continued  from  page  37.) 

CHAPTER  Yl.—contimied. 
We  can  recommend  a  paste  made  of  one-fourth 
gluten,  already  described,  and  three-fourths  stale 
bread,  as  being  both  palatable  to  the  fish  and 
adhering  well  to  the  hook. 

Cheese  Paste.— Stale  bread  and  new  cheese 
should  h&  kneaded  well  together,  and  the  same 
method-  applied  with  new  bread,  if  the  cheese  be 
old.  From  either  mixture,  by  long  -  continued 
kneading,  an  excellent  adhesive  paste  may  be  made, 
which  for  winter  fishing  will  be  found  a  valuable 
bait — the  new  cheese  and  old  bread  for  roach, 
and  the  old  cheese  and  new  bread  for  chub.  "  At 
least,"  says  Blain,  "  in  our  anglings  these  varieties 
are  proved  to  have  answered  the  ends  required." 

Boiled  Wheat  is  a  favourite  bait  with  many 
anglers  on  the  Trent  and  elsewhere.  Take  some 
fine  white  wheat,  soak  it  in  water  for  a  night,  and 
then  rub  it  violently  in  a  rough  canvas  bag,  until 
the  htisk  or  bran  is  removed ;  then  add  some  mOk 
or  milk  and  water,  and  put  it  in  a  cool 'oven  of 
near  a  slow  fire,  so  as  to  stew  very  gently.  When 
done  enough  it  is  allowed  to  cool,  and  will  form  a 
tolerably  firm  cake.  The  grains,  which  are  easily 
separated,  are  about  the  size  of  a  large  gentle,  one 
forming  a  bait  on  a  small  hook.  Some  pl-epare 
this  bait  without  removing  the  husk,  but  it  is 
better  as  above. 

Pearl  Barley. — With  this  we  have  also  taken 
many  roach  in  ponds  and  still  waters. 

Take  the  barley  and  simmer  it  gently  (don't  boil 
it),  then  when  it  is  about  three  parts  the  size 
requu-ed,  strain  the  water  well  away  and  add  fresh 
warm  water  to  take  off  the  gluten ;  pour  off  the 
second  water,  and  then,  thirdly,  fill  up  with  cold ; 
Let  it  simmer  slowly  for  an  hour,  or  hour  and 
half,  which  will  make  the  barley  as  white  as  ivory. 
There  is  a  core  inside  each  grain,  into  which  the 
barb  of  the  hook  should  enter.  Use  a  No.  15  hook, 
which  a  grain  of  barley  will  just  cover.  This  "bait 
is  very  successful,  and  is  much  used  in  the  autumn 
and  winter  months  for  roach.  It  has,  moreover, 
the  recommendation  of  cleanliness  and  being  ever 
at  hand  and  readily  prepared.  A  little  salt  should 
be  mixed  with  it  if  required  to  be  kept  for  any 
length  of  time. 

Mr.  Francis  Francis,  in  the  Field,  commenting 
on  the  above,  says:  "Pearl  barley  stands  in  the 
place  of  paste  when  you  can  no  longer  obtain 
gentles,  towards  the  winter,  and  is  held  in  almost 
equal  estimation  with  paste  by  the  fish,  having 
this  advantage  over  paste,  that  you  do  not  strike 
the  bait  off  at  every  stroke  or  so,  and  it  cannot  well 
be  sucked  off." 

Grub  of  Cockchafer.— "  I  shall  next,"  says 
Walton,  "  tell  you  a  winter  bait  for  a  roach,  a  dace, 
or  chub ;  and  it  is  choicely  good.  About  All- 
haUowtide — and  so  till  frost  comes — when  you  see 
men  ploughing  up  heath  ground,  or  sandy  ground, 
or  greenswards,  then  follow  the  plough,  and  you 
shall  find  a  white  worm  as  big  as  two  maggots,' 
and  it  hath  a  red  head.  You  may  observe  in 
what  ground  most  are,  for  there  the  crows  will 
be  most  watchful,  and  follow  the  plough  very 
close.  It  is  all  soft,  and  full  of  whitish  guts.  A 
worm  that  is  in  Norfolk  and  some  other  counties, 
called  a  grub,  and  is  bred  of  the  spa\vn  or  eggs  of 
a  beetle,  which  she  leaves  in  holes  that  she  digs 
in  the  ground,  under  cow  or  horse  dung,  and 
there  rests  aU  winter,  and  in  March  and  April 
comes  to  be  first  a  red  and  then  a  black  beetle. 
Gather  a  thousand  or  two  of  these,  and  put  them, 
with  a  peck  or  two  of  their  own  earth,  into  some 
tub  or  firkin,  and  cover  and  keep  them  so  warm 
that  the  frost,  or  cold  air,  or  winds  kill  them  not. 
These  you  may  keep  all  winter,  and  kill  fish  with 
them  at  any  time ;  and  if  you  put  some  of  them 
into  a  little  earth  and  honey,  a  day  before  you 
use  them,  you  will  find  them  an  excellent  bait  for 
bream,  carp,  or  indeed  for  almost  any  fish." 
Periwinkles.— These  form  a  little  known  but 


excellent  bait  for  large  roach,  particularly  in  tidal 
waters.  They  are  used  with  a  single  swan  shot 
resting  on  the  bottom,  on  a  hook  about  No.  6  or  7. 

Mussels. — Large  quantities  of  roach  have  been 
taken  in  ponds  by  the  use  of  small  portions  of  the 
fresh-water  mussel.  We  have  never  tried  the 
ordinary  mussel,  but  have  little  doubt  it  would 
succeed  where  other  baits  of  similar  character  are 
found  to  answer. 

Sea-Shrimps. — Roach  will,  in  some  waters,  take 
greedily  a  piece  of  shrimp,  either  raw  or  boiled,  but 
there  is  so  much  uncertainty  about  this  and  other 
(may  we  call  them)  fancy  baits,  that  we  can  only 
recommend  the  angler  to  try  the  effect  of  them,  as 
against  paste  or  gentles,  whenever  he  may  have 
the  opportunity,  as  many  of  our  best '  baits  have 
been  discovered  accidentally. 

Lobworms. — This  bait  is  used  with  great  success 
in  the  Trent  and  some  other  rivers  during  the 
summer  and  autumn,  but  is  of  no  use  at  those 
seasons  either  in  the  Thames  or  Lea.  No  one 
would  think  of  using  it  in  these  rivers,  although 
excellent  in  the  first  named.  When  angling  for 
barbel  with  worm,  a  few  good  roach  are  occasion- 
ally taken,  but  it  is  quite  a  chance.  Mr.  Bailey 
has  devoted  much  attention  to  this  matter,  and 
attributes  it  to  the  Thames  and  Lea  having  a  lower 
summer  temperature  than  the  Trent.  He  says : 
"  The  roach  will  take  the  worm  in  these  rivers  from 
November  to  April ;  after  that  time  I  should  re- 
commend the  angler  to  use  other  baits,  such  as 
gentles  or  paste.  At  the  time  Thames  anglers 
begin  to  use  the  latter  baits,  we  should  commence 
fishing  with  the  worm  in  the  Trent.  The  reason 
is,  our  river  in  the  summer  months  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  warm,  while  the  Thames  during  those 
months  is  chilly  and  cold." 

Although  the  following  method  may  be  more 
adapted  to  trout  and  perch,  we  have  known 
instances  in  which  the  water  being  coloured, 
many  large  roach  have  been  secured. 

"  In  throwing  the  line  with  the  worm,  take  care 
not  to  splash  the  water,  but  let  the  bait  fall  gently 
on  the  surface  and  sink  slowly  in  the  water  to  the 
required  depth.  After  sinking,  the  rod  and  line 
should  be  very  slowly  moved  in  a  direction  against 
the  stream,  or  in  some  other  way,  to  give  motion 
to  the  bait,  which  the  fish  perceiving  to  glide 
through  the  water  will  hasten  to  seize  upon. 

"  Occasionally  the  angler  will  feel  a  nibble,  but 
he  must  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  strike,  that  is,  to 
draw  the  fish  from  the  water.  Perhaps  it  is  no 
more  than  a  nibble,  and  it  is  well  to  allow  the  fish 
time  to  get  the  hook  in  his  mouth.  If  dra%vn  too 
quickly,  you  may  actually  pull  away  the  hook  after 
it  is  half  gulped.  Experience  and  dexterity  are 
required  in  this  ticklish  part  of  the  craft.  As  a 
general  rule,  do  not  strike  until  the  line  has  been 
distinctly  tugged,  then  strike  by  a  slow  side  motion 
at  first,  then  a  more  quick  jerk,  so  as  to  cause  the 
hook  to  catch  in  the  jaws  of  the  fish.  Supposing 
the  fish  to  be  hooked,  do  not  di-aw  it  violently  out 
of  .the  water  as  if  in  a  transport  of  delight,  but  wind 
up  part  of  your  loose  line  if  necessary,  and  holding 
up  your  rod,  retire  gradually  backwards,  by  which 
the  fish  may  be  landed  on  the  shore.  A  good  fisher 
does  not  lay  aside  his  rod  to  take  a  fish  from  the 
hook,  unless  it  be  of  great  size,  requiring  two 
hands;  if  small,  hold  the  rod  in  the  right  hand, 
while  you  catch  the  fish  with  the  left ;  unhook  it 
carefully,  place  it  in  the  basket,  put  on  a'new  bait, 
and  once  more  proceed  to  your  sport." — Chambers. 

Red  Worms. — Roach  will  frequently  take  red 
worms,  the  tail  more  particularly,  when  they  will 
not  touch  paste  or  gentles.  A  most  successful 
roach  fisher  of  our  acquaintance — Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Egham — never  fished  for  roach  with  any  other  bait. 

Gentles. — The  gentle  is,  next  to  paste,  the  most 
universal  of  all  baits  for  roach.  It  is  indeed  con- 
sidered by  many  the  very  best  during  the  more 
genial  seasons  of  the  year. 

Some  of  our  best  roach  anglers  maintain  that  a 
single  gentle  on  a  small  hook  is  better  than  two  or 
three  on  a  larger  hook. 

As  we  ijrefer  the  older  writers  upon  those  subjects  • 
dilated  upon,  we  quote  Walton's  instructions  for 
the  keeping  of  gentles.  And  after  this  manner 
you  may  also  keep  gentles  all  winter,  which  are  a 
good  bait  then,  and  much  the  better  for  being  livelv 
and  tough.  Or  you  may  breed  and  keep  gentles 
thus :  Take  a  piece  of  beast's  liver,  and,  with  a 
cross  stick,  hang  it  in  some  comer  over  a  pot  or 
barrel  half  full  of  dry  clay,  and  as  the  gentles  tTow 
big  they  will  fall  into  the  barrel."  °- 
(To  be  continued.) 
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FKENSHAM  POND,  FAENHAM, 
SUEEEY. 

Frensham  Great  Pond  is  a  magnificent  piece  of 
water,  situated  about  five  miles  from  Farnham  and 
seven  from  the  picturesque  village  of  Lipliook, 
containing  one  hundred  and  three  acres,  ninety- 
seven  of  which  are  in  Surrey  and  six  in  Hamp- 
shire. The  hotel,  which  borders  the  road  leading 
from  Frensham  village  to  Headley,  is  in  the  latter 
county.  The  pond  is  fed  partly  by  natural  springs 
and  land  drainage,  but  principally  by  a  spring  that 
takes  its  rise  at  the  head  of  Whitmbre  Bottom, 
within  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  hotel,  the 
view  from  the  balcony  of  which  is  exceedingly 
picturesque ;  in  fact,  many  of  the  views  in  the 
neighbourhood  are  rich  in  natural  beauty,  and 
attract  artists  from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Book  to  Farnham  from  Waterloo.  There  are 
plenty  of  conveyances ;  but  if  you  prefer  a  glorious 
fi^  e-mileValk.thi-ough  Surrey  lanes  take  the  turning 


building,  like  a  huge  apple  dumpling,  on  the  right- 
hand  corner  of  a  turning ;  this  is  Frensham  Vale, 
and  a  sweet,  pretty  spot  it  is  when  Dame 
Nature  looks  her  best.  Moss,  most  exquisite  in 
colour  and  soft  as  velvet,  may  be  found  bordering 
the  plantation  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  vale 
from  the  main  road.  You  will,  of  course,  stop 
and  look  down  this  turning ;  but  keep  straight  on 
past  the  dumpling,  over  the  hill,  turning  neither 
to  the  right  nor  left  until  you  come  to  Frensham, 
and  near  the  village  the  river  Till 

Babbles  and  chatters  o'er  its  shallow  bed. 
And  makes  sweet  music  on  the  ear, 
as  it  sweeps  merrily  on  to  join  the  Wey  at  Tilford. 

About  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  hotel, 
which  borders  the  main  road  leading  to  Liphook, 
you  come  to  a  sign-post  at  the  junction  of  two 
roads — the  left-hand  road  leading  to  Churt,  Hind- 
head,  and  Shotter  Mill,  and  the  right-hand  road 
to  Frensham  Great  Pond,  Headley,  and  Liphook. 

Having  arrived  at  "  The  Pond  "  (which  is  really 


fishing  when  adopting  this  metliod.  If  the  wind 
be  right,  the  whole  thing  is  most  enjoyable,  even  if 
you  do  not  take  a  fish.  Given  a  clear  place,  the 
better  plan  is  to  take  a  boat,  drop  the  fuichor,  fix  a 
pole,  and  bait  the  swim  in  a  straight  line  with,  but 
some  eight  or  ten  yards  from,  it ;  but  by  far  the 
best  and  greatest  number  of  perch  are  taken  by 
roving  or  by  moving  from  place  to  place,  and  giving 
each  one  a  fair  trial. 

There  are  plenty  of  tench  weighing  from  21b.  to 
41b.,  and  reports  have  come  to  hand  recently  of 
the  capture  by  one  angler  of  seven  in  one  even- 
ing's fishing  averaging  21b.  each.  Paste  mixed 
with  "  King's  Natiural  Bait "  was  the  hn-e. 

In  portions  of  the  pond  furthest  from  the  hotel 
the  water  is  not  more  than  two  feet  or  three  feet 
in  depth,  sixty  or  eighty  yards  from  the  shore,  but 
as  you  go  along  you  can  easily  plumb  the  depth  by 
the  aid  of  an  oar.  The  greatest  depth  is  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  feet,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
water  being  so  shallow  round  the  sides,  with  the 


on  the  left  from  the  station,  past  the  .Jolly  Farmer 
(where  we  are  told  "  Cobbett  was  born  "),  recross  the 
line  near  the  station,  and  keep  straight  on  for  about 
a  mile  until  you  come  to  a  sign-post  at  a  turning  on 
the  left  on  which  you  will  see  "  To  Frensham — 
To  Famham."  This  is  the  end  of  Gravel  Hill. 
There  is  a  corresponding  hill  about  a  mile  distant 
with  a  valley  between ;  and  fiom  the  commence- 
ment of  Gravel  Hill  until  you  arrive  at  Frensham 
Great  Pond  the  prospect  is  an  ever-changing 
panorama  of  beauty,  extremely  English^in  short, 
a  succession  of  woods,  dales,  hills,  valleys,  plan- 
tations (chiefly  fir),  spinnies,  copses,  glades  and 
dells,  uplands,  where,  as  the  poet  Bryant  says, 
"The  woodland  splendours  glow";  homesteads, 
wayside  cottages,  and  here  and  there  a  quaint 
coimtry  inn,  parsonage  house,  and  rookery.  At 
the  foot  of  this  peculiar  descent  (some  of  the 
gardens  and  houses  being  perched  at  a  consider- 
able height  from  the  road),  and  about  half-way 
through  the  valley,  there  is  a  singular  little  round 


Fbensham  Pond,  nbab  Fabnham,  Sdbeey. 

a  magnificent  lake),  the  angler  or  visitor  will 
naturally  make  for  the  hotel,  which,  as  will  be 
seen  in  the  illustration,  is  situated  close  to  the 
water's  edge.  The  present  proprietor  (Mr.  G.  A.  W. 
Griffiths)  is  a  first-rate  angler  and  a  member  of  the 
Lychnobite  Society,  and  in  addition  to  dispensing 
"  creature  comforts,"  will  give  every  information  in 
his  power  as  regards  the  fishing. 

There  are  immense  shoals  of  perch  in  the  pond — ■ 
one  gentleman  is  credited  with  having  taken 
seventy-six  in  one  day,  weighing  from  ^Ib.  to  lib. 
When  perch  are  well  on  the  feed,  four  dozen  or 
five  dozen  live  bait  are  not  considered  any  too 
many  for  a  day's  fishing,  as  a  considerable  number 
of  undersized  fish  are  certain  to  be  captured. 

Many  anglers  when  fishing  for  perch  with  the 
minnow  (and  this  is  the  favoiurite  bait,  though 
even  here  perch  sometimes  prefer  the  worm)  row 
the  boat  against  the  wind  for,  say,  150  or  200  yards, 
and  then  allow  it  to  drift  quietly  back.  Acres  of 
water  may  be  searched  in  the  course  of  a  day's 


exception  of  the  penstock,  sluice,  or  outlet  swim 
near  the  hotel,  there  is  little  or  no  chance  to  fish 
from  the  banks,  and  a  boat  is  absolutely  necessary. 

Many  sorts  of  wild  fowl  frequent  the  pond,  amongst 
others  being  large  numbers  of  coot,  dusty  grebe, 
teal,  widgeon,  wild  duck,  geese,  and  even  swans. 

The  lake  is  more  or  less  surrounded  by  a  chain 
of  miniatmre  mountains,  and  these  hills,  or  rather 
eminences,  are  nearly  covered  with  bracken,  furze, 
heather,  bramble,  etc.  They  stand  out  in  bold 
relief  against  the  mass  of  water,  and  their  dark  and 
sombre  outline  under  a  dull,  leaden,  lowering 
November  sky  gives  the  pond  a  singularlj'  wild  and 
weird  aspect.  There  is  every  convenience  for 
sportsmen  and  those  on  pleasure  bent  at  this  noted 
and  much-frequented  hostelry ;  superior  sleeping 
apartments,  charges  moderate,  and  viands  of  the 
best.  Pleasure  boats  can  be  hired,  and  those  who 
are  fond  of  angling,  beautiful  scenery,  and  quiet 
life  might  go  very  much  further  and  fare  worse. 

F.  G.  H. 
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SOMETHING   ABOUT  CASTLE- 
CONNELL  AND  TOUENAMENT 
CASTING. 


"  Castleconnell  "  is  a  familiar  word  to  most 
anglers,  if  only  because  of  a  certain  famous  build 
of  salmon  and  trout  rods  manufactured  in  this 
pretty  Irish  village,  and  of  the  really  marvellous 
displays  of  casting  exhibited  by  one  of  its  most 
prominent  residents  before  wondering  piscators  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Continent.  I  say,  if  only  for  these  reasons,  Castle- 
connell is  a  familiar  name,  but  what  greater  charm 
it  has  for  those  who  have  fished  the  magnificent 
pools  and  streams  of  the  queen  of  Irish  waters,  the 
Shannon,  in  the  immediate  locality.  These, 
piloted  in  a  truly  wonderful  manner  by  the  local 
boatmen  over  rushing  rapids  and  deep  swirling 
pools  into  quiet,  seductive  waters,  have  tasted  the 
sweets  of  Shannon  fishing,  and,  like  "  Oliver  Twist," 
have  asked  for  more.  True,  they  are  only  guarded 
against  a  most  impleasant  wetting,  if  not  a  far 
more  serious  accident,  by  the  clever  manipulation 
of  the  tiny  craft  peculiar  to  the  district,  and  until 
the  unerring  skill  of  the  boatmen  is  realised,  one's 
heart  beats  more  rapidly  as  the  frail  boat  dances 
over  the  mad  waters ;  but  thereafter  the  pipe  and 
flask  are  enjoyed  as  in  a  punt  on  Father  Thames, 
and  the  dangers  lurking  so  near  are  forgotten  in 
the  glorious  plimge  of  Salmo  salar,  or  the  plucky 
fight  to  a  finish  of  some  Shannon  brown  trout. 

It  is  strange  that  Castleconnell,  despite  these 
attractions,  is,  comparatively  speaking,  little  visited 
by  anglers.  The  salmon  are  fairly  well  fished  over, 
but  there  remains  a  wealth  of  trouting  almost 
untouched;  many  big  pike  lurk  in  the  deep 
holes,  and  numbers  of  handsome  perch  may  be 
caught. 

The  routes  to  this  beautiful  fishery  are  via 
Euston,  Holyhead,  Dublin  and  Limerick,  thence 
by  rail  or  by  car  ;  or  you  may  travel  from  Padding- 
ton  via  New  Milford  and  Wateriord  to  Limerick, 
and  to  the  good  sailor,  seeking  a  pleasant  and 
healthful  holiday,  the  latter  is,  perhaps,  the  prefer- 
able journey  to  take.  At  the  Shannon  Hotel, 
Castleconnell,  every  comfort  is  obtainable  at  a 
■  very  moderate  expense,  and  by  staying  there  good 
trout  fishing  can  be  obtained  aU  throughout  the 
season  at  the  cost  only  of  the  boatman's  wages, 
which  averages  20s.  per  week.  So  far  as  salmon 
fishing  is  concerned,  the  best  months  are  May, 
Jime,  and  .July ;  and  in  these  months  rents  for  the 
various  fisheries  (presently  described)  range  from 
^50  to  £100  per  month  (no  restriction  as  to 
number  of  rods),  which  sum  in  some  cases  includes 
the  boatman's  wages.  During  August  and  part  of 
September  salmon  fishers  are  permitted  to  fish 
certain  catches  at  the  nominal  cost  of  10s.  per 
day,  including  boat  and  two  boatmen.  For,  the 
last  week  in  September  and  up  till  the  end  of  the 
season  (Oct.  31),  rents  vary  according  to  prospects 
of  sport ;  but  it  may  be  said  that  a  decent  fishery 
is  then  available  for  about  £20,  exclusive  of  boat- 
men's wages,  which  for  salmon  fishing  average  28s. 
per  week.  The  renting  of  most  of  the  catches  is 
best  arranged  through  the  proprietors  of  the 
Shannon  Hotel  (Messrs.  Enright).  Pike  and  perch 
fishing  is  free  all  the  year  round.  Some  splendid 
baskets  of  perch  are  obtained  during  June  and 
July;  a  notable  one  last  season  consisted  of  forty- 
seven  fish  ranging  from  ilb.  to  fib.,  taken  in  two 
hours  one  evening  by  two  rods. 

The  fisheries  in  the  Castleconnell  district,  taken 
in  rotation  from  below,  are :  the  Prospect  or 
Clareville  Fishery,  on  the  Limerick  side  of  the 
river  (this  means  that  the  fishery  extends  to  mid- 
stream);  adjoining  it  on  the  Clare  side,  and 
immediately  opposite,  is  the  Landscape  Fishery. 
Both  of  these  are  well-known  salmon  and  peel 
catches.  A  few  of  the  best  pools  in  Prospect  are 
Pmnee,  Salahoughe,  Feemoor,  and  Commogue. 
On  Landscape  the  best  pools  are  Poulahoo,  Palla- 
herro,  and  Filebegs. 

Adjoining  the  Prospect  Fishery,  on  the  Limerick 
side  of  the  river,  is  the  New  Garden  Fishery,  which 
contains  the  pools  of  Moreagh,  Glassogue,  Black 
Weir,  and  Sporting  Eddy.  Next  to  this,  on  the 
Limerick  side,  is  the  Hermitage  Fishery,  which 
contains  some  famous  catches,  such  as  Back  of 
Leap,  Fallahassa,  Poolbeg,  the  Commodore, 
Bmmymoor,  and  Head  of  Moreagh.  StiU  on  the 
Limerick  side,  we  next  reach  the  Woodland's 
Fishery,  a  picturesque  portion  of  the  Shannon,  and 


here  are  the  pools  of  Panlaides,  Drarhus,  Thunna- 
vuUion,  and  Long  Eddy.  Next  is  reached  the 
Castle  Fishery,  and  the  pools  here  are  Balcraheen, 
Lackaleen,  and  the  Lough,  the  last  affording 
several  courses  of  fly  fishing.  Still  on  the  Limerick 
side  the  World's  End  Fishery  adjoins  the  Castle 
Fishery,  and  the  pools  here  are  the  Pantry,  the 
Kitchen,  and  the  Over  the  Weirs. 

Eeturning  to  the  Clare  side  of  the  river,  the 
fishery  next  to  Landscape  is  the  famous  Doonas, 
the  lower  part  of  which  contains  the  pools  of 
Poolcoom,  the  Stand,  P.lack  Weir,  Faalgorribs 
Franklin's  Eddy,  and  the  Old  Door,  while  the  upper 
part  includes  Lickenish,  the  Dancing  Hole,  Old 
Tiu-f,  Lurgah,  Lacka,  and  Sallybush.  Next  on  the 
Clare  side  we  reach  the  Summer  Hill  Fishery,  part 
of  which  is  opposite  the  Woodland's  Fishery  and 
part  opposite  the  Castle  Fishery.  The  pools  on 
Summer  Hill  are  the  Black  Eddy,  Clare  side  of 
Drarhus,  Thunahancha,  Figar,  Clare  side  of 
Lackaleen,  and  Clare  side  of  the  Loug^.  After 
this  the  Erinagh  Fishery  is  reached,  and  here  the 
pools  are  Gorribs  and  side  of  the  big  Eddy. 

The  above  fisheries,  which  extend  about  two- 
and-a-half  miles,  comprise  the  Shannon  catches 
proper  at  Castleconnell,  but  in  the  early  part  of 
the  season,  and  at  times  in  the  back  end  of  the 
season,  the  waters  above  the  weir  at  World's  End, 
locally  known  as  the  Upper  Lough,  can  be  trolled 
over  with  some  profit  at  certain  points. 

The  writer  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
names  and  situations  of  the  pools  are  now  pub- 
lished for  the  first  tune.  It  is  hoped  the  informa- 
tion may  prove  useful  to  readers  of  the  FisUng 
Gazette.  Of  course,  the  pools  mentioned  in  each 
fishery  are  but  a  few  of  the  principal  ones,  and 
they  may  be  relied  upon  by  the  angler  visiting  the 
locality  for  the  first  time  ;  afterwards  he  will  locate 
for  himself  certain  minor  "  catches  "  that  all  hold 
fish  at  times. 

In  the  spring  salmon  fishing  is  pursued  princi- 
pally with  Devon  minnows  as  lures,  the  "  cullough  " 
running  a  good  second  favourite.  Phantom  minnows 
and  the  very  large  spinning  Shannon  flies  are  also 
useful.  A  bit  later  on  the  prawn  takes  precedence, 
the  bigger  the  prawn  the  better.  As  the  season 
advances  the  lure,  whatever  it  may  be— fly,  minnow, 
prawn,  or  what  not— should  decrease  in  size  until 
October,  when  agam  they  should  assume  larger 
proportions,  but  not  so  big  as  in  the  spring. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  onwards  for 
the  rest  of  the  season,  artificial  flies  are  almost 
exclusively  used. 

Truly  wonderful  specimens  of  the  fly  dresser's 
art  are  some  of  the  Shannon  patterns.  Fancy  a 
salmon  fly  dressed  on  an  8-0  hook  I  Yet  this  is  at 
times  absolutely  necessary  to  ensure  success.  The 

best  patterns  for  various  times  of  the  year  are  For 

February,  March,  and  April,  big  Shannon  Blue 
Fly,  the  Black  Goldfinch,  the  Jock  Scot,  and  the 
Yellow  Lahobber;  for  May,  June,  and  July, 
Purple  Mixture,  tinsel  bodied  Green  Parrot,  purple 
bodied  Green  Parrot,  Silver  and  Blue  Doctors, 
Purple  Widgeon,  Orange  and  Grouse,  and  Thunder 
and  Lightning.  Towards  the  end  of  the  season 
here,  as  elsewhere,  strange  fancy  patterns  will 
frequently  prove  successful. 

The  most  suitable  patterns  of  trout  flies  (the 
size  of  which  depends  entirely  upon  the  height  of 
the  water)  are— Orange  and  Grouse,  Green  Rail, 
Purple  Bail,  Black  Bail,  Orange  Rail,  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  silver-tinselled  body  Black 
Rail,  and  Orange  and  Grouse  with  a  sprig  of 
Guinea  Fowl  or  Green  Parrot  in  wing. 

The  tackle  for  the  coarse  fish  is  of  the  ordinary 
character. 

Bitter  complaints  are  prevalent  in  Castleconnell 
concerning  the  neglect  of  preservation  and  the 
excessive  use  of  nets  on  the  river  lower  down. 
There  is  ample  evidence  that  very  large  numbers 
of  fish  would  moimt  the  waters  if  they  had  half  a 
chance,  and  it  would  seem  that  there  is  plenty  of 
room  for  an  adjustment  of  the  netting  rights. 

Shannon  salmon  in  the  Castleconnell  district 
run  to  a  very  large  size— seldom  a  season  passes 
that  does  not  see  a  fish  of  over  401b.  captured  by 
rod  and  line,  and  thirty-pounders  are  frequently 
booked  in  at  the  Shannon  Hotel.  In  1896  twenty 
salmon  over  401b.  each  (averaging  43ilb.,  in  fact) 
succumbed  to  rod  and  line  in  the  district  I  This 
fact  speaks  volumes  in  favour  of  what  the  fishery 
can  produce.  The  grilse,  or  "  peel  "  as  they  are 
locally  termed,  range  from  lib.  in  weight  to  71b. 
They  are  very  game  fish,  and  if  light  tackle  be 
used  they  afford  excellent  sport.    Double  hooks  to 


the  flies  are  recommended  for  grilse  fishing,  as  the 
mouths  of  the  fishes  are  very  tender  and  a  single 
hook  is  apt  to  lose  hold.  Although  sea-trout 
fishing  is  not  usually  indulged  in— owing  to  the 
peculiar  fact  that  there  appears  to  be  no  real  run 
of  these  fish  hereabouts  -nevertheless  these  fish 
are  caught  while  angling  for  brown  trout,  and 
capital  sport  ensues.  No  special  sea-trout  flies  are 
used,  the  anglers  relying  entirely  upon  the  brown 
trout  flies  already  enumerated. 

The  Shannon  brown  trout  are  very  handsome 
fellows,  running  up  to  61b.  in  weight— an  ordinary 
basket  of,  say,  three  brace  of  trout  will  weigh  from 
41b.  to  51b.,  and  it  may  be  accepted  as  a  fact  that 
they  fight  every  ounce  of  their  weight.  Unusually 
heavy  baskets  have  of  course  been  recorded — the 
best  is,  perhaps,  one  of  fourteen  fish  weighing 
141b.,  the  result  of  two  or  three  hours'  fishing 
one  evening.  The  fortunate  captor,  Mr.  M. 
Enright,  also  had  in  three  evenings'  fishings 
forty-eight  trout  weighing  in  the  aggregate  301b., 
largest  fish  2ilb.  Another  good  basket  he  had  one 
evening  consisted  of  seven  trout,  three  of  which 
weighed  in  the  aggregate  6^1b. 

The  best  months  for  trout  fishing  here  are : 
Throughout  the  whole  day,  March,  April,  and 
October;  evening  only,  .Tune,  .July,  August,  and 
September.  Many  trout  haunts  may  be  fished 
from  the  bank,  but  fishing  from  a  boat  (locally 
termed  a  "  cot  ")  gives  the  angler  a  better  chance. 
Summed  up,  the  grand  water  and  fair  all-round 
chances  of  sport  make  Castleconnell  one  of  the 
best  trouting  stations  in  Ireland  to  those  who 
study  sport  first  and  a  heavy  basket  as  a  secondary 
consideration. 

One  cannot  visit  Castleconnell  without  being 
reminded  of  two  very  interesting  subjects  in  the 
angling  world— the  conduct  of  and  methods  of 
fishing  Irish  waters,  and  the  art  of  long-distance 
casting.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  excessive 
poaching  and  legal  (I)  netting  throughout  the 
island  is  much  to  be  deplored,  but,  alas !  although 
the  remedy  is  well  known,  who  is  to  apply  it  ? 
Here  and  there  where  the  owners  of  fisheries 
have  recognised  the  value  of  Irish  waters  as 
compared  with  Irish  land  the  fisheries  are  pro- 
tected with  satisfactory  results ;  but  for  the 
most  part  the  fisheries  lie  at  the  mercy  of 
"  legal "  netters  and  unprincipled  poachers,"^  the 
freeholders  of  the  water  in  many  cases  winking  at 
the  wrong-doing  if  not  actually  conni%ing  at  it.  It 
is  simply  astounding  how  the  owners  of  Irish 
fisheries  are  permitting  the  destruction  of  most 
valuable  property.  The  rivers  and  lakes  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  if  properly  protected  and  preserved, 
would  command  thousands  of  pounds  from  sports- 
men where  now  they  only  bring  in  himdreds,  and 
that  principally  from  the  fishmonger  I  Castle- 
connell suffers  in  this  connection  with  other  Irish 
waters. 

In  the  matter  of  long-distance  casting,  Mr.  .Jno. 
Enright  is,  of  course,  at  home.  He  is  very  anxious 
to  meet  the  American  champions,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  he  will  have  the  opportunity  ere  long. 
We  cannot  refuse  to  accept  these  imar^'ellous 
American  records  as  facts,  but  how  is  the  casting 
carried  out?  Is  the  line  wielded  in  the  air  and 
the  distance  gi-adually  reached  as  in  actual 
fishing? 

So  far  as  English  casting  is  concerned,  the  rods 
used  can  never  be  considered  as  ordinary  fishing 
rods,  if  only  because  an  ordinary  angler  could  not 
possibly  fish  with  them.  But  the  practice  of  long- 
distance casting  must  favourably  affect  the  skill  of 
the  ordinary  fly  fisherman.  It  stands  to  common- 
sense  and  reason  that  a  man  who  can  cast,  say, 
forty  yards  with  a  tom-nament  rod  will  do  better 
with  an  ordinary  rod  of  same  length  than  he  who 
cannot.  Undoubtedly  tournament  casting  gets 
one  into  a  better  style  of  fishing,  for  before  one 
can  reach  these  very  long  distances,  accuracy  of 
style,  perfect  coolness,  complete  command  of  wrist, 
arm,  rod  and  line,  and — greatest  secret  of  all — the 
exercise  of  just  enough  strength,  must  become  part 
and  parcel  of  the  operator.  In  other  words,  the 
successful  long-distance  caster  must  have  complete 
control  over  his  outfit,  and  so  must  the  successful 
angler.  Ibis  Tao. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net.  or  post  free  for  2j.  2d.  "  The  Trout  FIv  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Diy  aiid  ^\'et  Fly 
Fisliing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian  "of  the  t'ishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  ^ee,  by  sending  2s.  2(J.  to  Sampeon  Low,  ifarston  and  Co 
9t.  Dunstan'e  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London. 
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TEOUT  PISHING  ON  THE  NOEB, 
NEAR  THREE  CASTLES,  Co.  KILKENNY. 


Tourists  from  London  or  other  parts  of  England 
have  a  \  ariety  of  routes  for  reaching  Ireland,  but 
for  the  Londoner  who  wishes  to  get  right  into  the 
heart  of  the  angling  districts  of  the  south  a  very 
excellent  way  is  by  Great  Western  from  Paddington 
to  Milford  Haven,  and  thence  by  boat  to  Waterford. 
Making  this  his  headquarters  for  the  time,  the  angler 
is  within  easy  reach  of  four  of  the  principal  rivers  in 
the  south  of  Ireland — the  Nore,  Suir,  and  Barrow 
discharging  their  waters  into  Waterford  Harbour, 
and  the  Blackwater  into  Dungarvan  Bay.  To  fish 
the  Nore,  the  best  way  is  to  take  train  from 
Waterford  to  Ballyrugget  and  work  down  the  river 
by  Three  Castles  (the  scene  of  our  illustration) 
and  on  to  Kilkenny,  from  here  to  Bennett's  Bridge 
and  New  Ross  (at  the  jimction  of  the  Nore  and 
the  Barrow),  and  thence  to  Waterford.  The  waters 
are  alive  with  fish,  and  sport  during  the  season  is 
usually  good.  M.  FitzGerald. 


Rio  Grande  affords  the  best  sport  between  Wagon 
Wheel  Gap  and  Del  Norte.  The  river  flows  parallel 
with  the  narrow-gauge  tracks  of  the  Denver  and  Rio 
Grande  Railroad  for  many  miles,  and  although  the 
number  of  fish  seems  to  be  decreasing  yearly  the  trout 
appear  to  run  larger,  and  in  June,  1900,  I  had  the 
best  sport  this  stream  has  afforded  me  during  the  past 
ten  years. 

When  I  arrived  at  this  river,  the  first  day  of  June, 
the  water  was  very  high  and  roily,  for  the  snow  was 
deep  on  the  mountains,  and  it  seemed  a  long  time  in 
melting  and  running  off.  There  is  an  hotel  at  Wagon 
Wheel  Gap,  and  many  anglers  visit  this  place  annually, 
fishing  the  Rio  Grande  and  Goose  Creek,  a  tributary 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  black-spotted  mountain 
trout  were  the  natural  inhabitants  of  this  stream,  and 
for  many  years  they  held  undisputed  sway  in  its 
waters.  But  several  years  ago  I  caught  some  trout 
from  the  Rio  Grande,  near  South  Forks,  which  were 
unlike  any  trout  I  had  ever  seen.  They  had  the  black 
spots  of  the  mountain  trout,  and  a  narrow,  pink- 
coloured  band  running  along  the  side,  like  that  on  the 
rainbow  trout.  This  new  fish  put  up  a  game  fight, 
and  its  flesh  possesses  the  dainty,  delicate  flavour  of 
the  Eastern  brook  trout. 


where  they  would  flutter  back  to  the  banks,  and  the 
trout  oould  be  seen  breaking  water  in  all  directions, 
feeding  on  these  juicy  morsels.  Although  rubber  hip 
boots  generally  have  sufficed  to  fish  this  section  of  the 
river,  the  water  was  so  high  that  I  had  to  do  most  of 
my  fishing  from  the  banks.  Brown  Hackle,  Cow- 
dung,  Grey  Hackle,  and  Coachman  flies  are  great 
killers  on  this  stream,  but  the  trout  would  not  take 
any  of  these,  so  I  was  obliged  to  use  Willow  Flies.  The 
first  day  I  placed  many  of  these  flies  on  a  No.  8 
artificial  fly,  and  would  cast  out  gently  and  drag  the 
fly  slowly  across  the  surface  of  the  stream.  In  this 
way  I  had  many  strikes,  but  the  Willow  Flies  were  so 
soft  that  the  trout  would  steal  two-thirds  of  them 
before  I  could  hook  a  fish  securely  enough  to  land  him. 
The  second  day  I  cut  the  feathers  and  hackle  from  a 
No.  6  fly  hook,  and  run  the  hook  all  the  way  through 
the  body  of  the  Willow  Ply.  Then  I  oast  the  fly  close 
to  the  bank,  allowing  it  to  sink  a  few  inches  beneath 
the  surface  of  the  water,  then  drew  the  fly  slowly  to 
the  surface  and  shoreward,  and  the  trout  would  almost 
always  take  it  just  a  few  inches  from  the  bank. 

Mr.  Edward  Linnen,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  was  fishing 
from  a  large  rock  called  "  Four  Pound  Rock,"  and  he 
struck  a  trout  which  ran  out  one  hundred  feet  of  line 


Trout  Fishinc  on  tiik  Noitu,  N]. 


'Oisfei^^I- Co.  Kilkenny,  Ieeiand. 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIO  GRANDE, 
COLORADO,  IN  WILLOW  FLY  TIME. 

By  Edward  J.  Taylor. 


[The  following  interesting  article  is  by  Mr.  E.  J. 
Taylor,  in  the  American  Field.  Mr.  Taylor  claims  to 
have  invented  several  new  ways  of  fishing,  some  of 
which  are  not  quite  new  in  this  old  country  and  others 
which  are  eye-openers.  As  Mr.  Hough,  of  Chicago, 
said  recently  in  our  columns,  the  ways  of  anglers  in 
America  and  in  England  are  not  all  identical,  and  both 
sides  may  live  and  learn  from  each  other.  By  the 
way,  if  anyone  wants  to  read  a  racy,  breezy  novel  of 
American  Par  West  life  we  can  recommend  them  to 
get  Mr.  Hough's  "  The  Half-way  House,"  which  is  pub- 
lished in  this  country  by  Mr.  Wm.  Heinemann. — Ed.] 

Southern  Colorado  has  two  fine  trout  streams, 
the  Rio  Conejos  and  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte.  The 
Conejos  (pronounced  Conaas)  can  be  reached  by  the 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad  at  Antonito,  and  the 


Seven  miles  down-stream  from  Wagon  Wheel  Gap, 
facing  four  miles  of  the  river,  is  the  ranch  owned  by 
John  Haney.  John  takes  good  care  of  this  reach  of 
river,  keeping  off  all  the  illegal  vandals  who  net  and 
dynamite  other  portions  of  the  stream.  He  has  built 
irrigating  ditches,  and  when  the  small  trout  would 
run  into  the  ditches  sometimes  the  water  would  be 
diverted  from  one  ditch  into  another,  and  John  has 
spent  much  time  in  placing  these  small  trout  back 
into  the  river,  whereas  other  ranchmen  have  allowed 
millions  of  young  trout  to  die  in  their  ditches.  John 
does  not  permit  many  people  to  fish  along  his  stretch 
of  river,  and  he  charges  a  small  fee  for  the  privilege  of 
fishing  there,  so  this  is  my  favourite  stamping  ground. 

About  June  8,  of  last  year,  the  river  commenced  to 
fall  and  clear  up  some,  and  the  Willow  Flies  hatched 
out  by  the  millions.  Every  small  tree  and  bush  lining 
the  river  banks  was  covered  with  flies,  clinging  together 
sometimes  in  bunches  of  a  dozen  or  more.  Every  gust 
of  wind  would  blow  swarms  of  these  flies  out  over  the 
river,  and  nmqbers  of  them  would  fall  upon  the  water, 


before  it  could  be  checked,  and  I  went  below  to  land 
it.  After  a  twenty-minutes'  fight,  Mr.  Linnen  had 
the  trout  just  above  a  big  rock  near  the  shore,  and  I 
stood  in  the  water  below  the  rock  shouting  to  Linnen 
to  let  the  fish  down  to  me.  Three  times  I  tried  to 
land  that  trout,  but  his  head  was  all  I  could  get  into 
the  net,  and  he  finally  escaped.  As  nearly  as  we  could 
judge,  he  weighed  about  71b.,  and  was  one  of  the 
strange  trout  which  I  have  described. 

After  the  Willow  Flies  disappear,  which  is  generally 
about  the  last  of  Jvme,  the  trout  will  take  an  artificial 
fly  freely  on  this  stream,  and  here  I  work  my  system 
of  rapid  fly-casting  for  large  trout  to  perfection. 
There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  although  the 
wading  is  easy,  with  sufficient  room  for  casting,  and  on 
Haney's  reach  of  river  are  many  large  rocks  around 
which  the  water  dashes  swiftly,  and  just  below  these 
rocks  I  catch  the  largest  trout  by  this  style  of  fly 
casting.  I  stand  in  the  river  above  the  rock,  off  to  one 
side.  A  very  fascinating  and  killing  way  to  fish  for 
these  trout  is  to  use  two  flies  on  a  five  foot  leader,  the 
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lower  fly  a  Coachman  and  the  top  fly  a  Grey  Hackle. 
I  snap  both  flies  down  hard  on  to  the  water  many 
times,  then  allow  the  stretcher  to  trail  in  the  river, 
generally  in  the  very  midst  of  the  boiling  foamy 
waters,  and,  holding  the  rod  high,  keep  the  dropper 
moving  up  and  down,  now  allowing  it  to  dip  into  the 
water,  and  then  bobbing  it  up  a  few  inches  above  the 
surface.  I  have  seen  many  large  trout  leap  clear  out 
of  the  water,  time  and  again,  after  this  dangling  fly, 
and  often  have  hooked  a  big  trout  on  the  stretcher  fly; 
and  as  the  dropper  was  bobbing  about,  now  in  and  now 
out  of  the  water,  I  have  had  another  even  larger  trout 
take  that  top  fly.  The  large  trout  seem  to  like  these 
rapid  and  boiling  pools,  and  often  I  tap  the  calmer 
waters  bordering  the  rapids  for  ten  minutes  before  I 
receive  a  response,  but  it  always  comes  in  the  shape  of 
a  big  fish. 

Once  I  met  a  man  on  this  river  who  had  fished  all 
that  morning  without  any  success,  and,  after  spending 
a  week  in  teaching  him  how  to  cast  for  big  fish,  I  was 
rewarded  by  seeing  him  make  a  "  hog  "  of  himself  for 
he  took  enough  trout  to  fill  a  201b.  basket,  then  filled 
the  large  pockets  of  his  canvas  fishing  jacket,  and 
strung  four  31b.  trout  on  a  forked  bough.  This  man 
was  camping  with  one  other  man,  and  they  could  not 
eat  all  of  those  trout.  So  I  did  not  give  any  more 
"  pointers  "  to  stray  anglers.  During  twenty-one  years 
of  continuous  fishing  I  have  been  guilty  only  once  of 
bemg  a  "  hog  "  in  fishing,  and  have  been  sorry  for  it 
ever  since. 

There  is  one  particular  bend  in  the  Rio  Grande,  one 
mile  from  Haney's  house,  which  seems  to  be  a  favourite 
haunt  for  large  trout.  I  can  hook  a  dozen  trout, 
running  from  21b.  to  51b.,  any  morning  or  afternoon 
at  this  bend  when  the  water  is  normal  by  using  one 
fly  and  fishing  up-stream.  Always  fish  up-stream 
when  the  water  will  allow  of  your  doing  so,  except 
when  fishing  reaches  of  tumbling,  foaming  rapids- 
thenntry  my  two-fly  method— dangling  the  dropper 
over  the  water.  A  trout  of  lib.  and  over  is  a  "  wolf  of 
the  waters,"  and  will  eat  many  smaller  trout,  so  I 
gladly  give  any  information  I  possess  to  help  anglers 
to  catch  the  larger    out. —American  Field. 


A  GOOD  OLD  GUN. 


Mention  was  recently  made  in  an  article  by  an  East 
Berks  sportsman  of  a  single  muzzle-loader  gun  that 
was  used  towards  the  close  of  the  fifth  decade  by  the 
late  Mr.  John  Cocks,  sen.,  head  of  the  famous  Reading 
sauce  manufacturing  firm.  After  Mr.  Cocks's  death 
this  gun  passed  into  the  possession  of  his  shooting 
friend,  Mr.  E.  Gosling,  who,  like  his  brother,  then  lived 
at  Sonnmg,  when  Mr.  Robert  Palmer,  M.P.,  lived  at 
and  owned  the  Holme  Park  Estate.  The  hon.  member 
was  an  occasional  trout  spinner  on  the  Thames  at 
Pangbourne  and  elsewhere,  and  a  keen  "  bird"  shooting 
friend  of  Mr.  Speaker  Shaw-Lefevre  (afterwards  Lord 
lliversley,  of  Eversley,  Hants). 

unique  must  this  good  old  gun  be,  seeing 
that  Mr  Edwm  Gosling,  to  whom  the  gun  reverted  on 
the  death  of  his  honoured  father,  has  since  shot  wild- 
towl  and  coast  birds  with  this  identical  hard-hitter 
When  the  change  came  from  the  muzzle-loader  to  the 
breech-loader,  some  sportsmen  could  not  find  it  in 
their  hearts  to  all  at  once  lay  aside  proved  favourite 


guns  that  seemed  to  be  almost  perfection  in  killing 
powers.  A  great  thing  was,  of  course,  accomplished 
when  the  E.  C.  Schultz,  non  -  smoky  sporting 
powders  were  placed  on  the  market.  When  working 
up-wind  in  a  stiffish  breeze,  it  was  sometimes  impossible 
to  fire  the  second  barrel  because  of  the  smoke  being 
blown  back  into  the  sportsman's  face. 

It  has  become  well  nigh  a  matter  of  history  that 
when  the  percussion  system  displaced  the  old  flint-and- 
steel  locks.  Colonel  Hawker,  the  famous  wildfowler 
and  author  of  a  book  that  doubtless  is  to  be  found  in 
many  a  country  house  library,  doubted  whether  the 
quicker-firing  percussion  gun  really  burnt  the  whole 
charge  of  powder,  as  did  the  older  flint-lock  guns.  No 
such  doubts  have,  however,  been  advanced  as  to  the 
E.  C.  Schultz  strong  powders  with  hammer  and 
hammerless  (lateral  strikers)  breech-loaders.  This 
has  been  proved  by  the  fine  scores  made  at  trapped 
bluerocks  at  Hurlingham  and  on  the  Continent  up  to 
32  yards'  rise  I  The  barrel  of  this  good  old  single 
muzzle-loader  was  made  by  one.  Puller,  who  is  thought 
to  have  lived  in  Southwark.  So  there  might  have 
been  a  Proof-house  in  London  at  the  time,  and  "  lock, 
stock  and  barrel "  were  probably  all  of  metropolitan 
manufacture.  No  wonder  that  Mr.  Edwin  Gosling, 
who  lives  in  Sussex,  and  is  an  angler  and  lover  of  gun 
and  dog,  is  proud  of  possessing  such  a  good  old  gun^  as 
a  souvenir  of  his  father's  friend  in  days  when  Mary 
Russell  Mitford  lived  at  "  Our  Village  "  of  Three  Mile 
Cross ;  and  where,  in  pleasant  Whitley,  the  writer— 
fifty-four  years  ago— saw  the  original  owner  of  the  gun 
carrying  it  in  the  partridge  field  over  land  that  has 
since  been  appropriated  as  a  portion  of  the  Reading 
Sewage  Farm.  \y  Pry. 


THE  ANGLEK'S  PAEADISE. 

In  a  secluded  corner  of  the  wood 

Where  the  swift  river  takes  a  sudden  turn, 

Where  hoary  whitethorns  overhang  the  flood, 
With  rushes  green  and  cool,  and  nodding  fern, 

A  sheltered  pool 'and  deep  unnoticed  lies, 

A  painter's  dream— an  angler's  paradise. 

Here,  drawing  dainty  insects  to  their  death, 
The  great  trout  roam  through  watery  glooms 
below ; 

And  here  the  fisher  haply  holds  his  breath, 

Scanning  the  lusty  giants  as  they  row 
With  crimson  fins  in  circles  slow  and  wide 
Beneath  the  boughs  that  bend  above  the  tide. 

Upon  a  golden  afternoon  in  May, 

Among  the  fair  anemones  I  stand, 
That  thickly  star  this  lovely  water-way 

When  spring  has  made  a  garden  of  the  land ; 
The  pool  is  sleeping  when  the  whitethorn  weaves 
A  tender  shade  with  swiftly  greening  leaves. 

A  rapid  cast  between  the  boughs  is  made— 
A  sullen  plunge— the  Greenheart  bends  amain  ; 

Some  burly  trout  the  penalty  has  paid 

Of  greed,  and  flounces  round  the  pool  in  vain ! 

His  struggles  soon  wax  faint,  and  fainter  yet, 

Till  he  is  drawn  into  the  fatal  net. 

There  in  the  woodland's  heart  the  deed  is  done. 
Green  curtains  drawn  around  the  closing  scene, 

My  prize  has  looked  his  last  upon  the  sun, 
The  crystal  river,  and  his  haunts  serene. 

In  tender  rushes  swathed,  his  rest  is  sound, 

Who  in  my  well-worn  creel  a  grave  has  found. 

F.  B.  DOVETON. 


AUGUST   BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 


Gbeat  Eastern  Railway. 
This  company  announce  that  in  addition  to  the 
Tourist,  Fortnightly,  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday 
Tuesday,  or  Wednesday,  etc.,  tickets  which  are  issued 
from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  the  East  and  Nm-th-East  Coasts 
and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft 
Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburc'h 
Southwold,  Hunstanton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Brid- 
lington, etc.),  they  will,  on  Wednesday,  July  31  and 
Thursday,  August  1,  issue  cheap  excursion  tickets  to 
most  of  the  above  stations,  and  on  Thursday  August  1 
to  Norwich,  Cambridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham' 
and  the  other  principal  stations  in  Essex,  Canibrid^'e 
Norfolk,  and  Sufiolk  also.    Excursion  tickets  will  also 
be  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  suburban  stations 
by  the   Cathedral  Route   on  Friday,  August  2  to 
Durham,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow 
etc.,  also  to  North-Bast  Coast  watering  places,  and  on 
Saturday,  August  3,  to  Lincoln,  Doucaster  York 
Scarborough,   Whitby,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield' 


Manchester,   Sheffield,  Hull,   Edwinstowe  (for  the 
Dukenes),    Chesterfield,    Durham,    Newcastle,  etc 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in 
advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the  Great 
Eastern  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  company's  various  City,  West-end' 
and  other  booking-offices.     Relieving  and  Special 
trains  will  be  run  on  the  Thursday,  Friday  and 
Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich 
Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge^ 
Lynn,  etc.    Midnight  trains,  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening  on  Saturday,  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
12.3  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast 
supper  car  train),  and  at  12.25  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth' 
and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal' 
intermediate  stations.    Excursicm  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  certain  other  London 
and  suburban  stations  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,   Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  and  Epping  Forest  (Chingford^ 
Loughton,  etc.),  and  in  addition  to  these  there  will' 
on  Bank  Holiday,  be  special  day  trips  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town,  and  Hackney  Downs 
to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  also  trips  for  one 
three,  or  six  days  from  Liverpool-street  to  Yarmouth] 
and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  to  Yarmouth' 
Cromer,  and  Mundesley.    Several  of  the  usual  up 
morning  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m.  restaurant 
car  express  from  Cromer  and  7.10  a.m.  from  Felix- 
stowe) will  not  run  on  Bank  Holiday,  but  tvill  run 
instead  on  Tuesday,  August  6,  on  which  day  restaurant 
cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  ex  Clacton,  and 
there  will  be  an  early  special  from  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, and  other  stations  via  Colchester,  due  at  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.25  a.m.    Restaurant  cars  run  every 
week-day  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at 
4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  and  on  the  up  trains  leaving 
Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  and  Lowes- 
toft at  8.25  a.m. ;  they  will  run  on  the  1.35  p.m. 
express  from  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer  on'  Friday' 
August  2,  instead  of  Saturday,  August  3.  ' 


South  Easteen  and  Chatham  Railway. 

Special  excursions  to  Paris  vid  Folkestone  and 
Boulogne  on  August  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd,  leaving  Victoria 
2.45  p.m.,  Holborn  2.40  p.m.,  and  St.  Paul's  2.42  p.m.  • 
also  vid  Dover  and  Calais,  leaving  Victoria,  Charing- 
Cross,  Holborn,  and  Cannon  Street  at  9.0  a.m.  on 
August  3rd,  and  at  9.0  p.m.  on  August  1st,  2nd  and 
3rd.  Returning  from  Paris  any  day  within  fourteen 
days  at  3.25  p.m.  and  9.0  p.m. 

Cheap  return  tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  on 
August  2nd,  3rd,  4th,  and  5th. 

Cheap  tickets  available  for  certain  specified  periods 
will  also  be  issued  to  Brussels,  Calais,  Ostend  and 
Towns  in  Holland,  during  the  holidays. 

Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  on  Sunday 
August  4,  and  Bank  Holiday  from  the  principal 
London  stations  to  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal,  Tun- 
bridge  Wells,  Gravesend,  Hastings,  Whitstable,  'Heme 
Bay,  Birchmgton,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs,  Mai-gate, 
Hythe,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc.  Afternoon  excursions 
on  Sunday,  August  4,  to  Whitstable  and  Heme  Bay 
from  Victoria,  Charing  Cross,  Holborn,  Cannon-street, 
and  suburban  stations.  Also  to  Purley  Kenley 
Wariingham,  and  Caterham,  from  Charing  Cross] 
Waterloo,  London  Bridge,  and  East  Croydon. 

Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday. 
Retm-n  fare  from  London,  including  admission 
Is.  6d.,  third  class. 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above  excursions,  exten- 
sion of  time  for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in 
tram  services,  etc.,  see  special  holiday  programme  and 
bills.  Vincent  W.  Hill,  General  Manager. 

SOUTH  LONDON  UNITED 
VISITING  LIST. 


Neably  two  hundred  anglers  joui-neyed  from  London 
to  Yaldmg  on  July  21,  to  take  part  in  the  first  com- 
petition since  the  reorganisation  of  the  above.  Not- 
withstanding the  intense  heat,  the  Medway  again 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  its  reputation  as  a  fishin" 
river  was  still  up  to  the  standard  :  special  accommoda" 
tion  was  arranged  by  the  South  Eastern  Railway  and 
the  run  direct  was  made  in  excellent  tune.    After  a 
few  preliminaries  the  stamping  of  tickets  was  rapidly 
got  through  by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Wade  (president),  A.  G. 
Smith  (hon.  secretary),  assisted  by  Messrs.  J.  Smith 
(vice-president),   T.   Gibbs,   J.   Wheelhouse,   G.  W. 
Robeits,  etc.  The  usual  rush  for  swims  ensued  upon  the 
signal  being  given  to  start.  Many  seats  were  noticed  to 
be  empty  auring  the  walk  along  the  fishing  ground 
between  the  Anchor  Lock  at  Yalding  and  Braham 
Bridge  Lock    at  East  Peckham,   the  competitors 
evidently  finding  the  great  heat  too  much  and  com- 
pelled to  seek  the  welcome  shade  of  the  trees  behind 
Many  were  surprised  at  the  good  results  brought  to  the 
scales  at  the  finish  of  the  day.    The  general  arrange- 
ments made  appeared  to  pass  off  without  the  slightest 
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hitch  and  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction,  the  one  opinion 
expressed  being  that  they  hoped  it  would  be  the  fore- 
runner of  many  such  sociable  and  enjoyable  outings. 
The  following  forty  -  seven  competitors  weighed 
fish,  the  first  twenty-one  being  declared  prize-winners  : 
Messrs.  H.  Fordham  (1),  United  Brothers,  71b.  6oz. ; 
(2)  J.  Groves,  United  Brothers,  61b.  12f  oz. ;  (3)  R. 
Green,  St.  Albans,  51b.  5|oz. ;  (4)  J.  Bedford,  South 
Bermondsey,  51b.  5oz. ;  (5)  J.  Davis,  St.  Albans,  51b. 
2|oz. ;  (6)  T.  Lucas,  Stockwell,  61b.  2oz. ;  (7)  W.  Page, 
St.  Albans,  31b.  14Joz. ;  (8)  Hatch,  Firm  and  True, 
31b.  6Joz. ;  (9)  Eosser,  Firm  and  True,  31b.  5f  oz.  ;  (10) 
Childs,  Peckham  Brothers,  31b.  6Joz. ;  (11),  Tyler, 
United  Brothers,  31b.  Joz. ;  (12)  Phillips,  Stockwell, 
21b.  5oz. ;  (13)  Standing,  United  Brothers,  21b.  BJoz.  ; 
(14)  Sewell,  Hatcham,  21b.  Ifoz. ;  (15)  Anstey,  Stock- 
well,  21b.;  (16)  Brown,  St.  Albans,  lib.  15|lb. ;  (17) 
Wood,  United  Brothers,  lib.  14Joz. ;  (18)  W.  Beak, 
United  Brothers,  lib.  9oz. ;  (19)  F.  Page,  St.  Albans, 
lib.  5oz. ;  (20)  G.  Etherington,  Blackfriars,  lib.  5oz. ; 
(21)  W.  Fish,  St.  Albans,  lib.  2f  oz. ;  (22)  Williams, 
Hatcham,  lib.  If  oz. ;  (23)  Cork,  Wellington,  lib.  loz. ; 
(24)  T.  Gibbs,  Peckham  Brothers,  lib.  Joz. ;  (25) 
Dodson,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  lib.  joz. ;  (26)  Wilder- 
spin,  United  Brothers,  lib.  Joz. ;  (27)  T.  Simpkins, 
Hatcham,  lib. ;  (28)  W.  Taylor,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
15|oz.  ;  (29)  Hudson,  Hatcham  Brothers,  14oz.  ;  (30) 
C.  Eosser,  Firm  and  True,  lOJoz. ;  (31)  Toobey,  Peck- 
ham Brothers,  lOJoz. ;  (32)  Winters,  Hatcham,  lOoz. ; 
(.33)  H.  Pain,  StockweU,  9ioz. ;  (34)  J.  Payne,  United 
Brothers,  8|oz. ;  (35)  A.  Pain,  Stockwell,  9^02. ;  (36) 
W.  Poole,  Collingwood,  8ioz. ;  (37)  Chennuson,  United 
Brothers,  SJoz. ;  (38)  Coombes,  Hatcham,  8oz. ;  (39) 
Cadman,  Blackfi-iars,  8oz. ;  (40)  Freak,  United  Brothers, 
6Joz. ;  (41)  Little,  Oglander,  4oz. ;  (42)  Stephens,  United 
Brothers,  4foz. ;  (43)  Shepherd,  Stockwell,  3f  oz. ;  (44) 
Skeats,  United  Brothers,  3joz.  ;  (45)  Hatherhill, 
Peckham  Brothers,  2^oz. ;  (46)  Steadman,  Peckham 
Brothers,  2Joz. ;  (47).Freelove,  Peckham  Brothers,  2Joz. 
The  distribution  will  take  place  at  the  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday,  September  3. 
Will  secretaries  kindly  make  a  return  showing  tickets 
sold,  etc.,  at  an  early  date. — A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec, 
10,  Warndon-street,  Eotherhithe. 


CONFIDENCES  OF  INNOCENT  v.  CYNIC. 
Innocent  :  What  is  Fishing  ? 

Cynic  :  It  should  be  the  delicate  manipulation  of 
flies  to  induce  fish  to  rise  when  they  have  no  inclination 
to  do  so.    But  it  isn't. 

I. :  How  then  do  you  describe  those  who  follow  the 
gentle  art  ? 

0.  :  Fishermen,  and  those  who  go  out  fishing. 

1.  :  The  former  are  ? 

C. :  Those  who  know  how  to  fish. 
I. :  And  the  others '? 

C. :  Those  who  go  out  because  they  have  a  rod  and 
line,  and  because  it  is,  somehow  or  other,  the  right 
thing  to  do. 

I. :  What  compensation  is  there  for  these  latter  '? 
C. :  They  have  fourteen  hundred  excuses  to  fall  back 
upon. 

I.  :  What  are  a  few  of  the  principal  ? 

C. :  There  is  no  wind.  Theie  is  too  much  wind.  It 
is  too  cloudy.  It  is  too  bright.  The  water  is  too 
clear,  or  too  dirty.  There  are  no  flies  on  the  water, 
and,  "  Of  course,  you  know,  what  on  earth  could  be 
expected  ? — no  fellow  on  earth,"  etc.,  etc. 

I. :  Did  you  ever,  in  the  course  of  your  very 
lengthened  experience,  hear  a  fisher  say  the  atmo- 
spheric conditions  for  the  time  being  were  exactly 
favourable  to  sport  ? 

C. :  No,  never. 

I.  :  What  do  the  go-out-fishing  section  do  when  the 
water  has  become  fouled  ? 
C.  :  Come  home. 
I. :  Do  the  others  ? 

C.  :  Oh,  dear,  no.  They  try  something  else — a 
worm  or  a  minnow. 

I. :  Isn't  that  form  of  fishing  considered  infra  dig.  ? 

C. :  Well,  on  the  whole,  no.  Every  fellow  hints  at 
the  colour  of  the  fly  that  took  best,  and  the  matter  is 
allowed  to  drop. 

I. :  Are  fishermen  as  a  rule  illiterate  ? 

C. :  By  no  means ;  except  they  come  across  a  notice 
board  warning  off  trespassers. 

I. :  What  do  you  consider  the  greatest  feat  of  a 
fisherman  ? 

G. :  Putting  back  small  fish. 

I. ;  It  is  stated  that  all  fishermen  are  liars.  Do  you 
believe  this  ? 

C.  :  Certainly  not.  I  am  convinced  that  there  is  a 
creditable  percentage — ten,  perhaps,  at  least— who 
never  lie  at  all  about  their  baskets. 

I. :  But  you  do  not  deny  that  a  real  sportsman  finds 
his  consolation  on  an  unfavourable  day  in  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  his  surroundings  ? 

C.  :  I  do,  almost  absolutely.  His  compensations 
usually  are  a  jar  of  beer,  a  flask  of  whisky,  a  pipe,  and 
some  questionable  yarns. 

I. :  Then  the  only  pleasure  felt  is  in  a  full  creel  ? 

C. :  Yes ;  or  in  one  that  grows  gradually  fuller  as 
the  distance  from  the  river  increases.  A.  B, 


RULES,  ORDEES,  AND  ORDINANCES.* 
(Contintied  from  page  87.) 

25.  /Um,  That  no  Perfon  fliall  in  any  wife  ufe  or 
pradice  Tri /iking;  Stow-boating,  Trawling,  or  catching 
of  any  Fi(h  or  Bait,  in  the  faid  River  of  Thames,  or 
Waters  of  Medway,  on  any  Lord's  Day,  commonly  called 
Sunday,  under  the  Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  for 
every  fuch  Offence,  Forty  Shillings. 

26.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  rtiall  have,  ufe,  or  employ 
any  Trawl-Net,  that  fliall  not  be  three  Inches  at  the 
Head,  and  two  Inches  and  a  Half  at  the  Cod  ;  and  that 
all  Nets  already  made  shall  be.  taken  off  at  threefcore 
Mefh,  and  knit  down  to  two  Inches  and  a  Half,  upon 
Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch 
Offence. 

27.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  shall  begin  to  fish,  or  work 
upon  any  Trayle,  before  the  6th  Day  of  October  yearly, 
or  shall  fish  or  work  upon  any  Trayle,  after  the  30th  Day 
of  March  in  any  Year,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Forty 
Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

28.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  ufing  in  any  Seafon  in  buy- 
ing and  felling  of  Fish,  shall  put  out  his  Flag  before  he 
hath  bought,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for 
every  fuch  Offence. 

29.  Item,  That  no  Net  shall  be  drawn  by  any  Perfon 
between  two  Boats,  except  Salmon-Nets,  and  Flew  or 
Stream-Nets  of  the  Dimenfions  before  defcribed  ;  but 
that  no  fuch  Salmon-Net,  shall  at  any  Time  of  the  Year 
be  wrought  or  worked  in  any  Gull  or  Stream  of  the 
River,  and  the  Stream-Nets,  to  be  ufed  Weflward  of 
Richmond-Bridge,  only  from  the  I  ft  Day  of  yitly  to  the 
ift  day  of  March  in  every  Year  ;  and  not  to  be  loaded 
with  more  than  the  ufual  Weight  of  Lead  to  fink  them, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch 
Offence. 

30.  Item,  That  no  Trinke  fliall  ftand  for  Smelts,  be- 
tween the  ift  Day  of  Mav,  and  the  31ft  Day  of  October 
yearly,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds. 

31.  Item,  That  no  Trinke  of  any  Perfon,  fhall  ftand 
to  fifh  for  Smelts  longer  than  from  Monday  Morning 
until  Friday  Night,  weekly,  unlefs  it  be  in  Lent  Time, 
and  then  to  ftand  every  Day,  (except  the  Lord's  Day, 
commonly  called  Sunday,)  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay 
Forty  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

32.  Item,  That  every  Trinke  fhall  keep  its  true  Com- 
plement, and  ftand  in  the  feveral  Places  and  Manner 
hereafter  directed ;  and  that  no  Trifike  of  any  Perfon 
fhall  ftand  in  any  Birth,  or  Turn,  or  more  at  any  Place 
than  is  hereafter  allowed,  that  is  to  fay, 

At  Black- Wall  Ferry,  Two  abreaft,  afront,  and  no 
more, 

At  Leigh  Shelpe,  Two,  and  no  more. 

At  Woolwich  Shelpe,  Two,  and  no  more. 

At  Woolwich  Town,  Five,  and  no  more, 

At  Gallion's  Naffe,  Three,  and  no  more. 

At  Bufwards  Bufh,  Five,  and  no  more, 

At  the  Eaft  and  Weft-End  of  Barkings  Shelpe,  Two 

at  each  Place,  and  no  more. 

At  Daggenham  Shelpe,  Six,  and  no  more, 

At  Careck,  Four,  and  no  more, 

At  Julian  Tree  Jobb,  Three,  and  no  more. 

At  Dartford  Jobb,  Three,  and  no  more, 

At  the  Bite  at  Eajl  Naffe,  Three,  and  no  more, 

At  Stakes,  Fleet  Naffe,  alias  Stakes  End,  Five,  and  no 

more. 

At  Avely  Hold,  Five,  and  no  more. 

At  Piirfleet,  Five,  and  no  more, 

At  Gray  Thorocke,  Six,  and  no  more, 

At  the  Two  Thoroughs,  Three,  and  no  more, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Forty  Shillings  for  every 
fuch  Offence. 

33.  Item,  That  no  Owner  or  Worker  of  any  Trinke, 
shall  ftand  to  fish  with  his  Trinke,  or  fuffer  his  Trinke, 
or  any  Perfon  therein,  to  fish  for  Whitings,  at  any  other 
Seafon  than  herein  before  is  appointed  or  allowed,  or 
shall  come  higher  than  Purfleet ;  and  that  the  Hofe  of 
the  Cod  of  every  one  of  the  Nets,  which  shall  be  ufed  by 
or  in  fuch  Trinke,  shall  be  a  full  Inch  and  a  Half  wide  ; 
and  that  the  Owner  or  Worker  of  every  fuch  Trinke, 
shall,  upon  every  Saturday  at  the  Sun-rifing  at  the 
fartheft,  wash  off  his  Net,  haul  up,  and  not  return  to  his 
Labour  till  Monday  Morning  at  Day-light ;  and  that  no 
Owner  or  Worker  of  any  Trinke,  ftand  to  fish,  or  be 
allowed  to  fish,  before  any  Breach  Mouth,  at  the  rifing 
or  finking  of  any  Mother  Fifhes,  or  in  the  Time  of 
Spawn,  or  Brood  of  Fish ;  and  that  the  Owner  or  Worker 
of  every  Trinke,  shall  at  all  Times  and  Seafons  take  up 
and  carry  away,  the  Anchors  belonging  to  fuch  Trinke, 
at  the  Time  of  his  leaving  off  fifhing  ;  and  not  leave  any 
of  his  Anchors  behind  hira,  to  keep  his  Birth,  upon 
Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Forty  Shillings  for  every  fuch 
Offence. 

(To  he  continued.) 


*  Reprinted  from  an  old  pamphlet  by  Clark,  Mayor,  dated 
October,  1785,  and  printed  by  Henry  Fenwick,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  lOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  mornhvg. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

! 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   ,,     ,,  Putney.  a.j.iJ75   ,,     ,,  Richmond. 

45   „     „   Hammersmith.  ■^"'*180   ,,     „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hish  Water  at  London  BRrDQB. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,      July   27    10.27    11.  3 

Sunday,  „     28    11.36    — 

Monday,  „     29    0.  8    0.35 

Tuesday,         ,,     30    0.58    1.20 

Wednesday,     „     31    1.42    2.  2 

Thursday,    August  1    2.21    2.40 

Friday,  ,,      2    2.59    3.18 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— On  July  18,  Mr.  Wort,  of 
Chertsey,  fishing  with  Mr.  H.  Vickery,  took  a  31b.  lloz. 
chub,  a  roach  of  fib.  and  a  bream  of  2Jlb.,  amongst 
others.  July  20,  Mr.  T.  Butcher,  of  Walton,  while 
fishing  at  Walton,  took  a  capital  roach,  nearly  21b. 
July  21,  Mr.  D.  Wilson,  of  Chertsey,  had  a  nice  basket 
of  twenty-eight  roach,  largest  IJlb.,  and  a  chub  of  41b. 
July  23,  Mr.  D.  Wilson,  another  nice  basket  of 
roach.  Prospects  good  for  punt  fishing,  fish  all  being 
in  deep  water. — J.  Byee. 

•        (Henley). — To-day  (Wednesday)  we  have  had 

a  nice  rain,  which  should  freshen  the  .  river  up  a  little, 
but  a  lot  more  is  needed  to  put  it  in  good  condition. 
Sport  has  been  rather  quiet  during  the  week,  owing  to 
the  water  being  so  bright.  Major  Brovm,  out  with 
G.  Arlett,  has  been  trying  the  barbel,  but  only  a  few 
small  fish  were  taken.  A  patron  of  J.  James  has 
taken  eleven  small  chub  with  the  fly,  and  Mr.  Pitcher 
has  taken  a  brace  of  the  last-named  fish  weighing 
nearly  71b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Tyler,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett,  took  six  chub  with  cherries,  the  best  fish 
weighing  4Jlb.  ;  other  anglers  have  taken  roach  and 
chub  to-day.  Mr.  H.  Key,  coachman  to  W.  Harrison, 
Esq.,  of  Shiplake  House,  has  brought  me  a  fine  carp 
which  he  caught  during  the  early  morning  while  perch 
fishing  with  lob  worm,  and  which  I  can  safely  say 
weighed  over  101b.  when  caught.  I  weighed  it  eight 
hours  after  capture,  during  which  time  it  had  been  , 
bleeding  freely  ;  it  then  turned  the  scale  at  9f lb.  The 
fish  measured  24J  inches  in  length,  with  a  girth  of  18 
inches,  a  very  fine  specimen  for  the  Thames. — Stanley 
Mead. 

  (Lechlade,    Cricklade,  etc.).  —  The  river 

from  Lechlade  Bridge  to  Radcot  is  still  in  very  fair 
order  except  at  one  spot  where  the  weeds  are  thick 
but  are  about  to  be  cut.  Anglers  should  be  careful  to 
secure  their  tickets  before  going  out  at  the  Trout, 
St.  John's  Bridge,  or  at  the  Swan  at  Eaton,  Hastings. 
Two  or  three  non-ticketholders  have  been  informed 
against. — Rambler. 

Ancholme  District. — Ninety-six  one-hundredths 
of  an  inch  of  rain  fell  in  about  three  hours  on  Monday 
(July  22)  evening.  This  has  had  a  wonderfully  refresh- 
ing influence  both  on  land  and  water.  The  water  is 
now  of  fine  colour  and  sport  excellent.  Matches  are  of 
almost  daily  occurrence,  and  it  is  quite  exceptional 
for  any  to  fish  blank.  The  best  sport  is  being  had 
with  large  bream.  Mr.  A.  White,  of  Brigg,  had  on 
Saturday  (July  20)  fourteen  bream,  averaging  2 Jib. 
each.  In  matches  fished  on  Monday  (July  22)  only 
two  failed  to  catch  fish.  The  two  top  weights  were 
over  101b.  each;  others  got  from  61b.  to  81b.  One 
match  of  seventeen  members  got  771b.  of  fish. — 
Thomas  Fokd,  Caistor. 

Blackwater  (Illaldon). — The  waters  here  are  not 
in  good  condition  for  angling,  being  too  stagnant.  We 
want  a  good  rain  before  good  sport  can  be  obtained. 
Roach,  dace,  and  bream  have  been  taken  from  Speeney 
Weir  pool  ;  also  two  good  jack  on  July  28  (best  fish, 
81b).  Fly  fishermen  have  had  sport  with  roach  and 
dace. — Repoetee. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  rain  is 
fast  improving  the  river.  During  the  week  (except 
midday)  good  sport  generally  has  been  had  with  the 
silver  bream.  Perch  are  also  giving  good  sport  up 
to  |lb.  and  lib.  each.  Roach,  late  evenings,  have 
been  feeding  well ;  not  many  had  up  to  lib.  each 
at  present.  Eels  have  been  giving  excellent  sport  up 
to  lib.  each.  With  this  welcome  change  in  the  weather, 
sport  should  improve. — John  O.  Geoege,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire). — 

Things  have  been  quiet  of  late  on  the  hotel  waters, 
anglers  only  venturing  out  in  the  cool  of  the  evening, 
when  the  trout  rise  very  freely  at  Alders,  Duns,  Moths 
and  Spinners  then  on  the  water.  Mr.  Barker  caught 
a  brown  trout  weighing  3|lb..  More  rain  would  mate- 
rially improve  angling  matters.    The  trout  rise  well  in 
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the  early  morning,  about  noon,  and  at  sundown.— 
Pan. 

Darentli  (Faruingham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.) 

—The  dry  weather  has  not  yet  spoilt  the  sport  on  this 
stream,  though  the  water  is  low  and  very  clear.  The 
fish  feed  for  an  hour  or  so  rather  late  in  the  evening. 
I  had  exceptionally  good  fortune  the  other  evening, 
getting  one-and-a-half  brace  weighing  31b.  together; 
the  best  was  lib.  6oz.  I  had  also  a  small  fish  (re- 
turned). The  successful  flies  were  Jenny  Spinner, 
Pale  Olive,  and  Sedge  ;  the  smallest  flies  getting  the 
largest  fish.  Prospects,  both  at  Sutton  and  on  Lion 
water,  fair,  if  we  get  rain. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Pishing  is  very 
slow  for  trout,  and  the  best  part  of  the  season  is 
evidently  over.  A  few  have  been  caught  with  the 
ordinary  house  fly  —  nothing  else  appears  to  take. 
Peal  are  plentiful  in  the  river,  and  scores  have  been 
going  up  over  the  pass.  The  average  weight  of  the 
fish  is  from  lib.  to  IJlb.  Salmon  have  been  lying 
about  in  the  pools,  but  none  has  been  taken.  A  week 
since  Mr.  E.  Distin  hooked  a  fine  salmon  near 
Stanerton,  but  lost  it.  The  low  state  of  the  river  is 
much  against  anglers,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
recent  rain  will  improve  sport  and  bring  some  of  the 
fish  down  from  the  moorland  waters.  On  Monday 
evening  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a  couple  of  trout, 
and  Mr.  E.  Distin  landed  a  fine  peal. — W.  H.  Fbost. 

Devousliire  Streams. — Owing  to  the  extremely 
hot  weather  sport  has  been  very  poor  during  the  past 
week.  Ply  fishing  on  the  whole  has  been  off.  The 
Greedy  and  Yeo  have  gone  very  low,  and  catches  have 
been  small.  The  upper  Dart  has  resolved  itself  into  a 
series  of  pools,  with  plenty  of  fish  which  have  come 
up  from  the  lower  reaches,  but  few  have  been  caught. 
The  rain  of  Wednesday  is  likely  to  improve  matters! 
The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  have  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  bringing  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dart,  Teign, 
Exe,  Tawe,  and  Torridge  within  their  jurisdiction,  and 
it  is  an  important  one.  A  draft  order  to  this  eSect 
has  been  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  Accord- 
ing to  the  proposal  a  great  improvement  will  be 
efieoted  in  the  fishing  if  it  is  carried  into  effect,  as  it 
is  stated  that  the  nurseries,  both  of  salmon  and  sea- 
fish  are  at  present  considerably  injured.  The  matter 
has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Dart  Board  of 
Conservators  by  the  Dart  Angling  Association,  which 
was  established  some  years  ago  for  the  improvement  of 
fishing  on  the  river  Dart.  Suspecting  that  the 
affluent  from  Buckfastleigh  Sewage  Outfall  Works 
was  injurious  to  trout,  they  recently  had  an  experi- 
ment conducted  for  them  by  Mr.  Richmond,  the  owner 
of  the  Buckland  Fishery  at  Braunton.  He  brought 
down  seventy  trout,  half  of  which  were  ordinary  and 
half  Rainbow  species.  These  were  equally  divided  in 
two  cans,  one  of  which  was  sunk  above  the  outfall 
works,  and  they  were  all  right  the  next  morning  when 
they  were  turned  into  the  stream.  The  other  thirty- 
five  placed  in  the  river  four  yards  below  the  outfall 
works  died  in  twenty-three  minutes.— Denonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Lengths). 
—Through  the  continued  dry  weather,  and  con- 
sequently low,  clear  water,  anglers  have  not  been  very 
successful  during  the  last  fortnight.  Mr.  Buck  had 
three  brace  on  the  evening  of  July  15 ;  Mr.  Russell 
Barker,  on  the  18th,  getting  two  brace,  weighing  31b  • 
19th,  one  hrace,  IJlb.  ;  22nd,  one  grayling  lilb  On 
^^i^' "^'^  °^  24th,  it  raining  heavily 

Dr.  Thornley  creeled  a  brace  of  grayling  weighing 
near  y  21b. ;  Mr.  Russell  Barker,  two  and  a  half  brace 
weighmg  3 Jib.,  one  brace  being  l|lb.~W.  Evans. 
T  Tributaries.— To-day's  (Wednesday, 

July  24)  eight  hours'  downfall  is  putting  sport  prospects 
into  better  trim.  If  it  continues,  as  it  seems  likely  to 
do,  through  the  night,  we  hope  to  have  a  good  report 
for  next  week's  Fishing  Gazette.— T>.  and  W  H 
Poster. 


Esk  (Whitby).— There  is  little  alteration  to  report 
on  this  river,  the  water  being  low  and  in  poor  con- 
dition and  altogether  unproductive  of  sport.  A  violent 
thunderstorm  passed  over  the  town  and  district  during 
tne  early  hours  of  Sunday  morning  and  rain  fell  in 
torrents,  but  it  has  had  little  effect  on  the  river,  and 
the  prospects  at  the  time  of  writing  are  most'  dis- 
eouragmg.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  tropical  weather 
lias  proved  disastrous  to  angling  generally,  the  river 
being  very  low  and  choked  with  weeds.  The 
matter  is  so  serious  that  special  notices  have 
been  given  by  the  Town  Clerk,  on  behalf  of  the 
Uty  Council,  for  all  consumers  to  use  economy. 
Mr.  Browning,  junr.,  has  had  some  pike  from 
tbe  river  with  Prickman's  noted  bait,  and  a  few 
perch  and  roach  of  average  size  have  been  taken 
from  the  canal.  The  Board  of  Trade  has  confirmed 
tue  bye-law  prohibiting  netting  above  the  middle  of 
the  estuary  of  the  river  Exe  until  April  1  in  each  year 
so  that  spring  salmon  fishing  next  year  will  be  greatly 
improved  m  all  the  reaches  of  the  river.  The  nets 
71  Tl.  ,  stopped  by  this  order  caught  in  the  first 
fortnight  in  last  March  250  salmon.  Q.E.D.  Weather 
^flowery  at  present;    prospects  improving.  —  Red 


Pen  District  (South  Iiinca.  and  Cambs.)— 

Sport  in  the  Fen  district  is  feeling  the  effects  of  the 
drought.  Temperature  was  very  high  throughout  last 
week  and  fish  were  only  to  be  caught  very  early  in  the 
morning  and  late  in  the  evening.  Some  passable 
baskets  of  roach  were  obtained  on  the  Billingborough 
lengths  of  the  Fortyfoot.  It  is  stated  however  that 
the  drain  is  too  weedy  really  to  afford  good  sport.  It 
is  little  use  trying  to  get  hold  of  bream  under  those 
conditions.  The  best  results  from  bream  were  ob- 
tained on  the  North  Level  drain  about  Out  well.  A 
few  tench  have  also  come  to  hand,  but  rain  is  wanted 
to  freshen  up  the  waters. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Few  anglers  have 
made  the  Idle  their  objective  this  week.  Much  better 
sport  has  been  had  from  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Trent  and  from  the  middle  lengths  of  the  Ancholme, 
and  the  inconvenience  of  the  longer  railway 
journey  is  of  little  moment.  Some  visitors  tried 
for  barbel  in  the  deep  hole  known  as  Dunham 
Dubbs,  but  the  barbel  were  not  at  home. 
Takes  were  made  up  principally  of  bream,  roach,  and 
dace.  The  best  basket  scaled  about  241b.  Some 
good  baskets  of  bream  were  made  on  the  Ancholme. 
One  visitor  had  seven  scaling  161b.,  another  had 
eighteen  scaling  over  401b.,  and  another  had  six  bream 
scaling  15Jlb.  In  a  match  at  Castlethorpe  Bridge 
the  first  prize  was  taken  by  61b.  8oz.  Early  morning 
is  the  best  time  for  fishing. — L. 

.Ztchen. — The  week  ending  July  20  has  been  the 
hottest  known  here  for  some  years,  but  there  was  a 
fair  hatch  of  fly  each  day,  and  capital  takes  of  trout 
were  made  by  Mr.  A.  Wynne  Corrie,  and  also  by  his 
friends  fishing  on  the  upper  Itchen.  Large  trout  are 
showing  up  very  well,  Mr.  A.  W.  Corrie's  basket 
averaged  nearly  five  brace  a  day  for  six  days,  and  not 
many  of  his  fish  were  under  IJlb.  The  trout  killed  on 
the  Worthys  and  Grange  waters,  above  referred  to, 
were  of  splendid  shape  and  condition  ;  they  severely 
tried  the  fine  tackle  necessitated  by  glaringly  bright 
sun  and  very  clear  water.  Except  during  the  evening 
rise,  when  Red  Quills  were  generally  accepted,  or,  at 
all  events,  inspected  by  rising  trout,  it  was  very 
difficult  to  suit  the  tastes  of  individual  fish.  Some 
steady  risers  would  totally  ignore  a  pattern  of  fly 
which  had  just  previously  killed  a  good  trout,  and  had 
to  be  offered  a  varied  selection  before  taking.  Not 
much  sport  has  been  reported  from  the  lower  Itchen, 
where  pike  are  already  showing  up  in  large  numbers, 
and  promise  to  be  a  greater  nuisance  than  ever. 
Pike  have  now  obtained  such  a  hold  upon  the 
Itchen  that  many  lengths  of  the  river  are  useless 
for  trout  fishing.  I  very  much  regret  to  say 
that  very  few  Itchen  River  fisheries  have  even  fairly 
decent  nets  ;  nets  there  are  here  and  there,  but  mostly 
useless  affairs.  Itchen  River  keepers  cannot  show 
a  good  head  of  trout  (except  in  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  well-cared-for  water)  unless  provided 
with  ample  means  of  destroying  jack.  Nets  of  the 
right  kind  arc  to  be  purchased  at  very  reasonable 
prices ;  noyt  is  the  time  of  year  to  order  them, 
and  I  would  gladly  put  anyone  in  the  way  of 
getting  pike-nets  made  ready  for  use  this  coming 
winter. — E.  Valentine  Cokrie. 

Lark  (Isleham,  West  Row,  Mildenhall, 
Barton  Mills). — Since  my  notes  of  last  week,  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  takes  of  fish  from  the 
above  named  places  have  come  under  my  notice.  Some 
remarkably  fine  roach  were  taken  on  Monday  at  West 
Row  of  IJlb.  and  lib.,  and  any  number  up  to  ^Ib.  each, 
also  some  very  fine  dace  from  Barton  Mills.  I  saw  an 
angler  take  forty  beautiful  dace  from  the  Mill  pool, 
several  of  them  being  very  close  on  lib.  but  not  quite. 
We  want  rain  very  badly ;  in  fact,  as  our  esteemed 
general  secretary  and  superintendent  of  the  river,  Mr. 
William  Howlett,  says,  "if  we  do  not  soon  get  rain 
there  will  be  shoals  of  fish  and  no  water  for  them  to 
swim  in "  ;  the  weeds  are  growing  up  very  strong 
again  ;  they  have  already  been  cut  twice  this  season. 
There  is  a  little  prospect  of  rain  at  the  time  of  writing. 
— Raven. 

Lea. — Improved  sport  cannot  be  reported  from  the 
Lea,  although,  since  the  change  in  the  weather, 
prospects  are  better  for  this  week-end.  Some  rain  has 
fallen,  but  we  want  a  twenty-four  hours'  dovmpour  to 
benefit  the  river,  which  is  clear  and  stale  and  full  of 
weeds.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  scarcely  worth  follow- 
ing up  under  the  circumstances,  and"  few  fish  are 
reported  taken  down  to  this  (Thursday)  morning. 
Fly  fishermen  have  been  meeting  with  sport  among 
the  dace  and  chub  at  times,  dace  up  to  Jib.  being- 
landed  at  Hertford  ;  some  good  chub  have  been 
creeled  lower  down  the  river  in  preserved  water. 
Roach  are  getting  in  better  condition.  Pike  and  perch 
fishing  opens  on  Friday,  August  2.  Stort  anglers 
have  been  taking  a  few  roach,  and  some  dace  have 
been  had  in  the  Beane.  Trout  here  and  in  the  Rib 
have  been  hard  to  get  at  lately. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  low,  but  the  welcome  rain  of  Tuesday 
night  and  Wednesday  has  refreshed  the  water,  and 
from  appearances  more  rain  is  to  come ;  the  water  by 
next  week  should  be  in  good  order.  The  fishing  in 
this  part  has  been  very  slow,  only  a  few  rods  getting 


out  in  the  evening,  when  some  fair-sized  trout  have 
been  landed  with  Red  Spinner,  Orange  and  Black 
Palmer,  Black  Gnat,  Coachman,  and  moths.  Grayling 
are  sporting  better,  and  some  nice  fish,  landed  with 
fly,  wasp,  grub,  has  accounted  for  some  fine  trout  in 
the  evening. — Gwvnne. 

L«?g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kiugsland).— 
The  long  spell  of  dry,  bright,  hot  weather  came  to  an 
end  this  mqrnmg  when  rain  fell  for  three  or  four  hours 
—at  times  very  heavily— and  at  the  time  of  writing 
(6-30  Wednesday  evening)  a  heavy  storm  of  thunder 
lightning,  and  rain  is  with  us.  This  change,  though  it 
may  not  rise  the  rivers  (which  are  particularly  low  and 
bright),  IS  sure  to  freshen  them  and  cause  fish  to  move 
more  freely.  A  lot  of  flies  are  out  just  now,  but 
the  best  may  be  selected  from  the  following  according 
to  the  day:— Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Silver  Dun 
Blue  (inat,  July  Dun,  August  Dun,  Orange  Palmer' 
Black  Palmer,  Black  Guat ;  and  for  evening.  Caddis' 
Coachman,  Red  Spinner,  Ginger  Moth,  and  July  Gnat! 
A  few  fish  have  been  taken  with  minnow.  If  preser-' 
vers  would  fish  with  this  bait  about  this  time  they 
would  be  able  to  capture  some  of  the  large  old  trout, 
which  are  perfect  cannibals,  and  their  room  is  far 
preferable  to  their  company  in  any  well  stocked 
stream.  Prcspects  for  coming  week  are  at  present 
good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).- Splendid  rains  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  this  week  will  improve  our  angling 
prospects  here,  although  no  fault  can  be  found  with 
the  sport  of  the  past  week.  Bream  are  moving  plenti- 
fully, and  some  good  catches  have  been  made,  baskets 
of  341b.,  281b.,  and  261b.  being  recorded.  Some  fine 
roach  have  been  caught,  and  eels  up  to  between  41b. 
and  51b.  have  been  taken.  The  weed  nuisance  will 
soon  disappear,  as  men  are  employed  in  cutting  the 
weeds  and  cleaning  out  the  river  near  Peterborough.— 
E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— On  July  22  there 
were  strong  indications  of  rain,  and  the  temperature 
fell  many  degrees  below  the  intense  heat  which  has 
prevailed  for  the  last  week,  but  the  wished  for  freshet 
has  not  arrived,  and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of 
improvement  in  the  state  of  the  river.  Occasional 
peel  are  being  taken,  and  a  few  trout  may  be  caught  at 
night.  The  hot  weather  brought  the  grey  mullet  into 
the  mouth  of  the  river  last  week,  several  large  shoals 
being  seen  in  the  tidal  water,  but  these  fish  are  of 
little  or  no  use  to  rod-fishermen.  The  Rolle  Hotel 
ticket  is  at  present  disengaged. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry),  St.  Ives,  Hunts.— 
Water  keeps  rather  bright,  and  the  principal  takes 
have  been  perch  again  this  week.  With  a  little  rain 
we  shall  get  more  colour  in  it,  and,  no  doubt,  improve 
it  generally.— A.  Scabd. 

  (St.  Neots).— The  late  tropical  weather  had  a 

most  decided  effect  upon  the  appetites  of  the  fish,  and 
sport  was  almost  at  a  standstill  until  Tuesday,  when 
we  had  some  rain,  and  a  few  tench  up  to  31b.,  bream 
up  to  21b.,  and  perch  up  to  IJlb.  were  taken.  On 
Wednesday  it  rained  heavily,  and  the  water  is 
colouring  nicely,  and  no  doubt  prospects  of  sport  will 
brighten  immensely  as  the  weather  becomes  less 
bright.  Several  good  captures  of  bream  have  been 
made  since  I  sent  the  first  part  of  this  report.  The 
best  lot  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  G.  Lufi,  who  took  over 

two  stone,  some  of  which  scaled  upwards  of  31b.  W.  N. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  still  want  water.  Very 
few  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week  as  the  . 
weather  has  been  too  bright.  Five  peel  have  been 
taken  in  the  Tavy  and  a  trout  weighing  l^lb.  If  we 
get  a  change  of  weather  and  some  rain  there  will  be 
plenty  of  sport. — William  Heabder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Angling  in  this  neighbourhood  has  been  for 
sorue  time  as  near  as  possible  at  a  complete  standstill 
owing  to  the  protracted  drought,  which  has  resulted  in 
all  these  rivers  being  so  abnormally  low  that  the  beds 
of  the  streams  in  some  places  have  been  nearly  dry, 
and  it  is  feared  that  many  trout  and  other  fish  in 
several  parts  of  these  rivers  and  in  some  of  their 
smaller  tributaries  have  fallen  victims  to  the  wiles 
of  the  poachers.  At  present,  however,  anglers  are 
on  the  tip  toe  of  expectation,  as  early  on  Wednesday 
morning  rain  commenced  to  fall  copiously,  fell 
almost  without  intermission,  throughout  the  day, 
and  still  continues  at  the  time  of  writing,  so  that 
now  there  is  every  probability  of  a  substantial  rise 
in  the  water  in  all  these  rivers,  and  consequently  an 
era  of  good  sport. — Vyenwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  SuflFolk).— Nothing  has  been  done 
this  last  month,  the  river  being  very  briglit  and  low. 
The  bream  are  now  beginning  to  feed,  and  several 
have  been  captured  this  week,  but  nothing  over  21b. 
August  and  September  are  the  best  for  bream  in  this 
water,  and  with  some  rain  some  good  takes  ought  to 
be  made,  as  they  are  showing  up  in  large  numbers.— 
W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal.— The  weather,  that  all  important  factor  in 
piscatorial  matters,  has  been  tropical.  On  Tuesday 
night,  July  23,  in  the  western  district  rain  fell  for 
some  hours,  and  rivers  are  feeling  the  benefit.  The 
Ouse  has  fished  better  and  several  good  roach  have 
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been  taken.  Anglers  in  the  tidal  waters  at  Hamsey 
aaid  Lewes  have  not  had  much  sport.  The  Adur  is  still 
hampered  with  floating  weed  and  but  poor  results  are 
forthcoming.  From  the  canal  at  Chichester  a  few 
tench  have  been  taken  with  worm,  carp  up  to  31b. 
and  bream  of  l^lb.  by  early  and  late  fishing.  A  few 
good  eels  have  been  captured  with  dead  gorge,  the 
heaviest  notified  weighing  S^lh.  The  netsmen  are 
taking  a  lot  of  mullet  and  bass  in  the  Arun  and 
harbours.  Bass  up  to  81b.  have  been  caught  hand- 
lining  at  Pilsea  piles,  Chichester  harbour,  and  grey 
mullet  from  Littlehampton  with  rod  and  line. — 
Geoegk  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  low  and  clear,  and  is  not  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  hot  up  to  Tuesday 
night  (July  23),  when  there  was  a  welcome  change, 
and  heavy  rain  fell  during  the  night ;  to-day 
(Wednesday,  July  24)  it  has  been  raining  hard,  but  it 
will  require  one  or  two  days'  good  fall  before  it  will 
make  much  impression,  as  the  ground  is  so  dry  that 
little  will  get  off  the  land.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet  during  the  day,  but  a  good  few  rods  have  been 
out  in  the  evening,  and  have  used  fly,  worm,  and  wasp 
grub.  Grayling  have  been  moving  better,  and  some 
nice  lots  have  been  landed  with  Wickham. — S.  Ludlow. 

— ^  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  still 
continues  to  run  clear  and  has  got  down  very  low ; 
fishing  has  been  very  slow,  scarcely  a  rod  out  during 
the  day  ;  sport  has  only  been  obtained  early 
morning  and  late  in  the  evening.  Rain  has  been 
threatening,  and  during  Tuesday  night  there  was  a 
fall  and  more  came  on  Wednesday ;  it  looks  as  if 
we  have  a  change  at  last  for  the  better,  and  next  week 
the  prospects  for  sport  will  be  good.  Some  trout  have 
been  taken  this  week  with  fly  and  wasp  grub. — 

WOECESTEE. 

Trent  (Newark). — Glorious  rains  during  the  past 
two  days  have  freshened  up  the  waters  of  the  Trent 
without,  however,  any  marked  efiect,  save  for  making 
angling  more  pleasant.  On  Monday  (July  22)  Mr.'D. 
Slater  secured  a  few  barbel  and  chub  with  worms  from 
the  Holme  length,  though  nothing  heavy.  From  the 
dead  waters  of  the  Muskham  fishery  Mr.  W.  Plaokett 
has  bagged  several  bream  and  eels.  In  the  dyke  above 
the  town  roach  have  been  taken  with  malt,  and  higher 
up  gentles  have  been  the  most  killing  bait.  In  the 
lower  water,  roach,  flounders,  and  a  few  barbel  have 
been  taken.  Trent  low  and  in  good  order  for  barbel 
fishing,  and  this  should  best  repay  those  who  favour 
that  branch  of  the  sport. — Teentsidee. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Visitors  to  Boston  did  fairly  well  on  the  Bargate  and 
Mount  Plesant  drains  near  that  place,  rxmning  up  to 
about  301b.  per  take.  The  best  bream  scaled  about 
51b.  The  Maud  Foster  and  Cowbridge  portions  of 
the  Bargate  drain  yielded  some  tidy  roach,  but  no 
bream  were  obtainable.  Fishing  on  the  Hobb  Hole 
drain  at  Old  Leake  is  said  to  be  improving,  some  good 
tench  being  among  the  captures.  The  best  tench 
scaled  BJlb.  Sport  on  the  Witham  has  been  nothing 
to  boast  about,  owing,  doubtless,  to  the  hot  weather. 
Some  capital  fish  continue  to  be  landed  about  the 
Grand  Sluice.  Scores  of  fish  41b.  to  .51b.  each  have 
been  taken,  and  one  as  much  as  6Jlb.  Takes  have 
run  between  201b.  and  501b.  chiefly. — Luci. 

Windrash  (East  Gloucestershire).  —  Some 
stretches  are  in  fair  order,  but  others  are  weedy. 
Trouting  items  have  been  quiet  since  the  May  Fly, 
anglers  generally  only  venturing  out  in  the  cool  of  the 
evening.  I  recently  heard  of  a  fine  trout,  61b.  in 
weight,  being  taken  near  Burford,  and  also  of  some 
capital  takes  of  roach  in  the  same  district.  Some 
more  rain  would  materially  improve  things  all 
round. — Ramblee. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  yet  low,  but  a  little  discoloured,  as  a  heavy 
thunderstorm  passed  over  this  district  on  July  21. 
A  great  many  anglers  have  been  out  fishing  late.  Mr. 
D.  P.  Pearson,  fishing  in  Matlock  Dale,  landed  a  trout, 
21b.  4oz.,  and  two  others  weighing  together  31b.,  taken 
with  the  fly.  Also  Mr.  Barber,  fishing  near  Matlock 
Bridge,  one  brace  ;  Mr.  W.  Dale,  too,  obtained  several 
good  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Henstock,fishing  near  Station  Bridge, 
Matlock  Bath,  on  Tuesday  night,  took  two-and-a-half 
brace  of  trout,  one  of  these,  lib.  2oz.,  taken  with 
Orange  Bumble.  Several  members  of  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association  fishing  below  Cromford 
have  obtained  a  few  nice  fish.  To-da-y  (Wednesday) 
we  have  had  a  steady  downpour  of  rain,  therefore  the 
prospect  is  very  good  for  the  next  few  days.  Flies  : 
Ash  Dun,-  Yellow  Dun,  Pale  Evening  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Brown  Spinners,  Honey  Dun  Bumble  ;  and 
Moths  for  evening. — DoTa?EEEL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. — 
Thank  goodness  it  is  cooler  I  A  drop  from  80deg.  shade 
temperature  (and  at  times  over  that)  to  58deg.  is  some- 
thing to  be  grateful  for.  I  went  mountain  burn  fishing 
for  trout  on  Saturday,  but  I  saw  more  grouse  than 
fish,  and  found  the  flies  to  be  more  plentiful  than 
water.  The  partial  thunderstorms  of  Sunday  and 
Monday  have  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  affected  any  of  our 
rivers  in  the  least,  but  angling  prospects  are  better 
than  they  have  been  for  a  considerable  time  because 


the  thermometer  is  much  lower  than  it  has  been  for 
two  months  at  the  very  least ;  it  is  therefore  pretty  safe  to 
prophesy  more  rain  before  long.  Most  of  the  few  trout 
that  have  been  caught  in  the  Yore  have  been  taken 
with  the  upstream  worm.  Eels  have  been  well 
on  the  feed.  I  have  had  some  very  fine  ones 
during  the  last  day  or  two,  and  I  find  the  pike 
and  perch  to  feed  better  than  roach,  etc.,  the  last- 
named  fish  being  very  shy  just  now.  The  grayling  are 
beginning  to  rise  in  the  Swale,  and  a  few  nice  dishes 
from  three  to  seven  brace  have  been  made.  On  Satur- 
day the  nineteenth  annual  angling  match  of  the  Thirsk 
and  Sowerby  Club  took  place  about. four  miles  west 
of  Thirsk.  The  following  were  the  successful  com- 
petitors :  1st,  G.  Dodsworth,  Sowerby ;  2nd,  J.  Dawson, 
Thirsk;  3rd,  W.  Harland,  Thirsk;  4th,  F.  Ward, 
Thirsk;  5th,  W.  Wright,  Thirsk;  6th,  A  Westwick, 
Thirsk  ;  A.  Westwick,  D.  Neesham,  T.  Hopps,  T.  Key, 
J.  R.  Stockdale,  T.  Briggs.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
out  on  the  Upper  Wharfe,  and  only  succeeded  in 
getting  a  brace  or  two  of  trout  with  the  worm  fished 
up  stream  on  the  finest  gossamer  casts ;  lower 
down  the  bottom  fishermen  have  had  fair  sport, 
considering  the  lack  of  water,  and  a  few  fine  specimens 
of  grayling,  chub,  barbel,  and  dace  have  been  caught 
with  wasp  grub,  gentle,  and  worm.  Those  fishing 
flies  for  dace  and  chub  have  found  my  specially  dressed 
flies  kill  well,  the  dace  taking  the  midges  freely. 
The  Nidd  is  low  to  the  extreme.  The  Harrogate 
Angling  Association  fished  their  annual  match  at 
Walshford  Bridge  on  Monday,  July  22;  there  was 
a  good  muster  of  competitors,  but  the  water  was 
in  bad  condition.  The  principal  winners  were : — 
1,  Silver  Challenge  Cup,  value  £15  15s.,  Oliver,  Leeds, 
41b.  9oz. ;  2,  Grimshaw,  Leeds,  41b.  loz. :  3,  Pickersgill, 
Leeds,  41b.  Joz. ;  4,  Burn,  Leeds,  31b.  7f  oz.  ;  5,  Haigh, 
lib.  9oz. ;  6,  Pickard,  Harrogate,  lib.  6Joz.  ;  7,  Har- 
greaves,  Harrogate,  lib.  6^oz. ;  8,  Lupton,  Harrogate ; 
9,  Hemingway,  Leeds ;  10,  Steel,  Harrogate ;  and 
others ;  the  prize-winners  numbering  twenty.  The 
visitors'  prize  was  won  by  Calvert,  of  Harrogate. 
Beyond  the  competitions  held  by  the  York  Cattle 
Market  Angling  Society  and  the  York  Confectionery 
Company's  Angling  Association,  little  has  been  done 
up  the  Derwent,  and  until  the  long  wished  for 
freshets  come  sport  will  continue  moderate. — John  E. 
Millbe,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— As  no  reports  of  baskets  made  on  the  various  lochs 
attached  to  this  famous  angling  resort  have  appeared 
in  these  pages  except  by  letters  to  the  Editor  from 
such  able  writers  as  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  Mr.  Harry  N. 
Campbell,  and  others,  our  abbreviated  record  of  the 
best  baskets  of  the  present  month — which  has  been 
very  unfavourable  for  angling — may  now  be  given. 
On  July  4,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
forty  trout,  111b.  ;  on  July  5,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty- 
two,  71b. ;  on  July  6,  on  Loch  Urigill,  a  fine  basket 
of  17Jlb.  ;  and  on  July  8,  three  and  a  quarter  dozen, 
111b.  On  July  9,  Mr.  Braggins  and  friend,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  50  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  fifty,  141b.  ;  and  Mr.  Todd,  London,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  three  dozen,  91b.  On  July  10  Mr. 
Braggins  and  friend,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-five  trout, 
101b. ;  and  Mr.  Tod,  two  and  a-quarter  dozen,  61b. 
On  July  12,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Cama,  thirty- 
five,  lOJlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Tod,  twenty,  61b.  On  July  13, 
Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  on  Cama,  forty,  131b.  ;  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Urigill,  three  and  three- 
quarter  dozen,  131b.  On  July  15,  Mr.  Tod,  on  Cama, 
thirty-two,  91b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Urigill, 
a  basket  of  161b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown, 
thirty-eight,  131b.  On  July  16,  Mr.  Tod,  on  Urigill, 
twenty-eight,  d^lh.  ;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  London,  thirty-two, 
121b.  ;  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Cama,  two  and  a-half  dozen, 
111b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Davidson  and  Brown,  on  Veyatie, 
twenty-six,  111b.  On  July  17  the  same  anglers  were  out, 
and  made  baskets  averaging  111b.  each,  the  heaviest 
by  Mrs.  Davidson,  on  Urigill,  121b.  On  July  18  Messrs. 
Davis  and  Brown,  on  Urigill,  three-and-a-half  dozen, 
f71b. ;  and  Mr.  Davidson  and  Mr.  Preston,  on  Veyatie, 
two-and-a-half  dozen,  111b.  On  July  19  Mrs.  David- 
son, on  Urigill,  forty,  lljlb. ;  Mr.  Tod,  two-and-a- 
half  dozen,  91b. ;  and  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  on 
Cama,  twenty,  101b.  On  July  20  a  number  of  anglers 
were  out,  and  baskets  ranged  from  twenty-six  to  forty- 
one  trout,  and  from  9§  to  121b.  in  weight.  As  rain  has 
since  fallen  sport  is  improving.  In  the  leading  article 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  July  6  the  Editor  gives  full 
details  of  sport  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell, 
Uxbridge,  during  their  four  weeks'  stay.    It  should  be 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  hair,  Is.  per  dozen.  Yard 
roacli  bottoms,  with  hook  attached,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  2  yards, 
4s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  6s,  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free.  White 
or  chesbnut  wateiproof  roacli  lines,  50  yards,  fine,  2s.  ;  extra  fine. 
Is.  9(1.  each.  Nottingham  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  light 
cork '.•alanced  handle,  double  brazed,  super  finish,  "  best  value 
ever  offered,"  lOs.  6d.  Wasp  grub,  specially  prepared,  Is.  3d.  per 
box,  post  free.  "The  Bottom  Fishers  Tackle  Book,"  extra 
value,  3s.  3d.,  post  free.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


emphasised  that,  as  stated  in  one  of  the  letters  which 
appeared,  the  weights  given  here  do  not  include  the 
weights  of  creels  as  is  said  to  be  done  in  some 
places. — B. 

Altuaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 

— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had : — Messrs.  Hall  and  Munro- 
July  15  (45, 161b.).  Mr.  Noel  Hawkings— 15th  (8*lb.) ; 
17th  (lljlb.);  18th  (15,  71b.);  19th  (161b.).  Miss 
Quinn— 15th  (131b.).  Mr.  Simpson— 15th  (101b.); 
17th  (28,  101b.) ;  18th  (49,  151b.) ;  19th  (18,  81b.) ;  20th 
(14Jlb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkings— 15th  (4,  51b.)  • 
16th  (32,  121b.)  ;  17th  (12Jlb.) ;  18th  (12,  5lb.) ;  19th 
(23,  81b.) ;  20th  (46,  131b.).  Master  D.  Munro— 15th 
(1  salmon,  81b.).  Messrs.  Prior  and  Grierson— 16th 
(29,  131b.).  Mr.  Hall— 17th  (171b.);  18th  (15,  51b.). 
Messr^j.  Hawkings  and  Munro— 20th  (8,  41b.)— David 

MUNEO. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thurso,  N.B.)— On 

July  15  Messrs.  Watson  and  Roy,  Glasgow,  on  Loch 
Carnacho,  ten  trout,  51b. ;  July  16,  Messrs.  Watson 
and  Roy,  on  Loch  Naver,  thirteen  trout,  61b. ;  July  17, 
on  same  loch,  twenty-one  trout,  121b. ;  July  18,  Mrs. 
Brown,  York,  on  Loch  More,  eight  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Watson  and  Roy,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  one  dozen  trout, 
61b. ;  July  19,  Mrs.  Brown,  on  Loch  More,  ten  trout, 
51b. ;  Messrs.  Watson  and  Roy,  on  Loch-na-Breck, 
twenty  trout,  101b. ;  July  20,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown, 
York,  on  River  Naver,  two  grilse  weighing  41b.  and 
61b.  respectively,  and  Messrs.  Watson  and  Roy,  on 
Loch  Naver,  one-and-a-half  dozen  trout,  91b. — B.  V-tj 
Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — The  rivers  are  not 
much  affected  by  the  recent  rains  and  continue  to  run 
low.  Large  quantities  of  sea  trout  and  some  herling 
are  collected  in  the  pools.  A  couple  of  herling  were 
caught  on  Saturday  in  Langholm  water  by  Messrs.  Joe 
Anderson  and  W.  A.  Jackson.  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  at  a 
night  fishing  below  Langholm,  had  two  sea-trout, 
2Jlb.  and  l|lb.  Mr.  Graham,  Northumberland,  caught 
four  sea-trout  in  the  Esk  last  week,  the  best  one  3Jlb. 
Mr.  Graham  also  creeled  some  herling.  Yellow  trout 
are  afiording  good  sport,  Mr.  Grieve,  Durham,  in  two 
fishings  on  the  Meggat  and  Stennish  water,  two  tribu- 
taries of  the  Esk,  killed  over  seventy  yellow  trout.  In 
the  upper  waters  a  number  of  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  by  Messrs.  Wilson,  Gray,  and  others.  Mr.  W. 
A.  Jackson,  Langholm,  had  a  sea-trout  of  3 Jib.  at 
Skippers  Bridge.  Messrs.  Elliot,  Langholm,  had  a 
salmon  of  91b.  and  ten  fine  sea-trout.  Herling  are 
making  their  appearance  in  the  lower  waters  and  there 
is  a  good  stock  of  sea  trout ;  Mr.  Jameson  and  a  Long- 
town  angler  have  had  sea-trout  in  the  Netherby  water. 
A  gentleman  residing  at  the  Graham  Arms,  Longtown, 
has  creeled  a  few  sea-trout.  Mr.  F.  Storey  killed  a 
161b.  salmon  at  Big  Souie  pool,  Langholm  water.  Mr. 
W.  Borthwiok  caught  two  sea-trout  at  Skippers  Bridge. 
Mr.  W.  Weatherstone  killed  four  sea-trout  in  the  same 
water.  Messrs.  Coulthard,  Jackson,  and  others  have  had 
sea-trout  near  Langholm  Distillery  and  at  Caul  pool. 
The  past  week  in  the  Solway  has  been  a  successful  one. 
On  Thursday  (July  18)  there  was  a  fair  show  of  salmon, 
and  a  number  of  very  fine  fish  were  captured  in  the 
nets  of  the  stake  fisheries.  The  haaf  net  fishermen 
had  some  nice  fish  up  to  161b. ;  grilse  are  not  showing 
well  and  very  few  have  been  taken.  In  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  sea-trout  are  plentiful  but  they 
are  shy  during  the  day,  and  not  much  beyond  night 
fishing  is  being  done.    A  flood  is  badly  wanted. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — In  the  beginning  of  the 
week  fogs  with  slight  showers  of  rain  were  experienced, 
a  welcome  change  to  the  intense  heat  that  has  pre- 
vailed for  weeks.  As  yet  the  change  has  had  no  effect 
on  the  river,  which  is  the  lowest  for  many  years.  Of 
late  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  lightning,  and  now 
that  the  clouds  are  broken  we  expect  a  heavy  rainfall 
soon.  For  the  past  week  there  was  no  improvement 
in  the  rod  fishing,  which  has  been  almost  at  a  stop  for 
some  time.  The  net  fishermen  have  had  so  few  fish  in 
the  river  that  they  are  now  plying  the  nets  at  the 
entrance,  with  fair  results.  At  the  stations  along  the 
coast  the  run  of  grilse  is  not  so  large,  no  doubt  owing 
to  the  too  fine  weather.  The  yield  of  both  salmon  and 
grilse  for  the  week  showed  a  decrease.  The  size  and 
quality  are  very  good,  rather  better  than  that  of  last 
season.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  her  Royal 
Highness  Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Fife,  arrived  on 
Monday  at  Dufi  House.  There  are  a  number  of  fine 
pools  on  the  Deveron  in  close  proximity  to  Dufi 
House.— H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth). — Of  late  the  Isla  and  its  confluent 
streams  have  been  running  so  low  and  clear  that  very 
little  successful  angling  has  been  the  result.  The  rains 
that  fell  on  Friday  (July  19)  and  since  have  given  the 
proper  colour,  but  have  scarcely  increased  the  volume. 
During  the  past  few  days  many  have  been  out  and 
got  good  baskets  under  pleasant  conditions.  The 
lochs  in  the  district  are  still  doing  well,  Auchintaple 
especially,  which  has  yielded  many  finely-conditioned, 
heavy  trout. — Iasgaie. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters. — On  July  18,  fishing 
from  Lochmaddy  Hotel,  North  Uist,  on  Lochnaciste, 
Major  Anstruther  got  one  salmon  weighing  121b.,  fresh 
run. — MacCallum. 
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Lock  Iieven  (Kinross). — Several  heavy  showers 
have  fallen  during  the  present  week  with  thunder- 
storms. Fish  have  been  rising  well  but  coiping  rather 
short  to  the  lures.  Competition  was  held  by  the 
Edinburgh  Waverley  Club,  when  fifteen  members 
captured  thirty-nine  trout,  421b.  6oz.  First,  Mr.  A. 
Brown,  six  trout,  71b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  J.  Howie, 
ten  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Dick,  four  trout, 
61b.  3oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Dick,  21b.  4Joz.  An 
evening  competition  was  held  by  the  Eainburgh 
Amateur  Club  on  Saturday,  but  like  all  evening  com 
petitions  this  season  proved  unsuccessful,  eleven 
members  creeling  twenty-seven  trout,  211b.  12oz. 
First,  Mr.  Gibb,  six  trout,  41b.  13oz. ;  second,  Mr 
Faed,  six  frout,  41b.  lOoz. ;  third,  Mr.  Farquharson, 
three  trout,  31b.  6oz.  Private  parties :  Mr.  McTaggart, 
thirteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Towns- 
end,  Oxford,  nine  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Allan,  W. 
Anderson,  Edinburgh,  eleven  trout,  101b.  4oz.  Owing 
to  Monday  being  Kinross  July  Fair  and  Sports  no 
boats  were  out.  Perch  fishing  continues  to  afford 
anglers  excellent  sport.  Mr.  Slater,  Newark,  captured 
mostly  to  his  own  rod  in  one  day  342  perch,  and  on 
Tuesday  four  anglers  out  in  the  afternoon  captured 
183. — RoBEBT  Laing. 

Locli  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  on 
Monday,  July  15,  Mr.  King,  Aston,  killed  sixteen  trout, 
81b.  On  July  16  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Gibb,  Markinch 
killed  twenty-five  trout,  lO^lb.  On  July  17  Mr.  Wilson 
killed  one  grilse,  3^1b.,  and  a  nice  sea-trout  of  21b., 
and  Mr.  King  one  grilse,  41b.  On  July  18  Mr.  Wilson 
had  a  nice  fresh -run  grilse  of  51b.,  and  Mr.  King  ten 
trout,  S^lb.  On  July  20  Mr.  J.  P.  Ogilvy,  Chiddingfold, 
killed  a  nice  grilse  of  51b.— S.  Tilston. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — A  very  welcome  change 
has  been  experienced  all  over  the  north,  and  on  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  rain  fell  in  copious  showers.  To 
what  extent  the  rivers  may  be  removed  will  depend 
upon  future  showers ;  meantime  the  few  inches  rise  has 
done  incalculable  good  and  sent  forward  a  good  head 
of  fish,  chiefly  grilse  and  sea  trout.  A  fresh  impetus 
will  be  given  to  angling  and  especially  to  those  on  the 
smaller  side  streams  and  in  the  trouting  reaches. 
Country  houses  are  filling  up,  every  train  from 
the  south  adding  to  the  steadily  increasing  stream 
which  will  be  at  its  height  by  the  twelfth.  Mr. 
Grace  and  party  is  at  Finzean,  and  will  fish 
Carlogie  and  Ballogie  ;  Mrs.  Hutcheson  is  at 
Aboyne;  Sir  John  Forbes  passed  up  to  Donside, 
and  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  to  Dug  House.  A 
marked  grilse  was  recently  caught  in  the  nets  off 
Aberdeen  and  forwarded  to  Edinburgh,  when  its  record 
showed  that  it  had  been  marked  when  a  kelt  on  the 
Deveron  on  March  11,  and  in  the  intervening 
four  months  had  increased  2|lb.  in  weight  and 
two  and  a  half  inches  in  length.  On  the  Don, 
Dr.  Dickie,  India,  and  others  are  making  good 
baskets  in  the  Castle  Newe  districts,  chiefly  to 
the  minnow.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  Dr.  McKerron,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elmslie,  and  others  are  doing  well,  both 
from  bank  and  boat,  fish  being  steadily  on  the  in- 
crease. Salmon  are  very  scarce  on  the  coast,  and  as 
the  close  season  approaches  fears  are  being  entertained 
that  after  all  a  good  average  season  will  nowhere  be 
made.  The  promise  of  a  good  rattling  spate  is  still 
(Wednesday,  8  p.m.)  in  the  balance. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  N.B.).— 
Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
oi  trout  have  been  had  :— Sir  Fielding  Clarke — July  17 
(23,  101b.) ;  18th  (14,  61b.) ;  19th  (11,  61b.) ;  20th  (32, 
91b.).  Messrs.  Tucker— 18th  (11,  51b.) ;  19th  (12,  71b.)  • 
20th  (30,  101b.)  ;  21st  (15,  131b.).  Lady  Clarke— 19th 
(4,  21b.,  in  two  hours'  fishing).  Mrs.  Newlands — 20th 
(21,  7Jlb.) ;  21st  (21,  71b.).  Mr.  K.  Mackay— 21st  (36, 
12Jlb.).— Ddncan  Mackay. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairs',  N.B.).— 
Since  last  report  some  excellent  baskets  of  brown 
trout  have  been  got  by  the  following  anglers : — Messrs. 
MacBean,  Worthington,  Bell,  Paterson,  Matheson, 
Maclvor,  and  others.  The  best  baskets  were :  Ten 
trout,  121b. ;  thirty-two  trout,  141b. ;  and  eight  trout, 
71b.  Two  trout,  weighing  over  31b.  each,  were  caught 
by  Messrs.  Paterson  and  Matheson.  No  sea  trout  got 
owing  to  dry  weather. — B. 

Soatli  of  Scotland.- The  annual  run  of  those 
merry  sporting  trout  the  herling  is  now  taking  place 
in  the  Solway  rivers.  Owing  to  the  low  condition  of 
the  streams  day  fishing  has  been  somewhat  disappoint- 
ing with  the  small  fly,  and  the  clear  water  worm  has 
also  given  smaller  catches.  In  the  Lower  Annan  the 
water  is  pretty  well  stocked  with  herling,  but  they 
will  not  rise  freely  to  the  smallest  of  flies.  Baskets  of 
half-a-dozen  have  been  taken  during  the  day.  Night 
fishers  on  the  other  hand  have  been  getting  pretty 
fair  catches,  and  a  salmon  has  also  been  landed 
this  week  in  the  ticket  waters  of  the  Annan. 
The  Annan  is  very  low  and  clear.  A  large  stock  of 
herling  have  come  up  this  week,  but  they  are  not 
rising  at  all  well  to  the  smallest  day  fly.  Mr.  W. 
Wright  had  half  a  dozen  on  Monday  and  a  similar 
lot  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Thomson  took  three  with 
day  fly,  and  various  rods  have  had  three  or 
four  with  a  clear  water  worm.  Some  capital  baskets 
have  been  caught  with  the  night  fly.    Mr.  MoGiverin 


killed  eight  nice  large  herling  in  six  nights  vrith  fly 
Mr.  Thomas  had  about  thirty-three.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton 
had  eight  in  Northfield  Water  on  Saturday  evening 
(July  20)  with  night  fly,  and  six  on  Monday  evening 
(July  22).  The  former  at  Distillery  had  a  sea  trout  and  a 
fine  lot  ofherlingwith  the  worm  bait.  Mr.  J.  Jackson  has 
had  a  number  of  herling  and  about  two  dozen  yellow 
trout.  On  Tuesday  evening  on  Gallowbank  pool,  Mr 
J.  Bonner,  fishing  with  a  herling  cast  of  flies,  hooked 
and  landed  a  salmon  of  121b.  The  Nith  is  very  low 
The  herling  have  not  ascended  to  the  middle  reaches 
yet.  In  the  mid-Nithsdale  portion  a  few  sea  trout 
have  been  taken  besides  yellow  trout.  In  the  lower 
reaches  a  fair  quantity  of  herling  are  showing.  Niglit 
fishers  are  getting  a  few  with  the  night  fly.  — 
Galloway  Rivebs. — Sport  has  been  disappointing  on 
the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  although  a  few  herling  have 
been  taken  after  dark.  In  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee  the  various  beats  of  the  river  are  all  too 
low  for  day  fly  and  little  is  doing  after  dark 
A  few  herling  are  being  taken  in  the  evening  in  the 
Newton  Stewart  Cree  above  the  tovra.  The  Ayrshire 
rivers  are  in  much  the  same  order  as  the  other  streams 
of  the  district  and  stand  in  need  of  a  flood.  A  few  small 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken  with  small 
evening  fly.  The  Solway. — The  lessees  of  the  various 
fishings  in  the  firth  had  a  good  take  of  salmon  on 
Thursday.  The  run  of  sea  trout  is  now  considered  at  an 
end,  though  some  fine  ones  have  been  caught  this  week 
at  Annan.  The  grilse  are  making  a  very  poor  show 
this  year  in  the  estuary. — Heaxheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballina  (co.  Mayo). — Despite  the  bright  sunshine 
and  calm  weather  a  few  grilse  were  taken.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  4  grilse,  221b. ;  Mr.  C.  Cross,  5 
grilse,  261b. ;  Mr.  T.  G.  Rawstorne,  2  grilse,  81b.,  1 
salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  1  salmon,  lOlb.,  5  grilse, 
251b.  Sea  trout  anglers  are  doing  well  on  the  lower 
pools  of  the  river.  Mr.  Harry  Beats  had  the  best  take 
for  one  day,  10,  8^1b.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Dennis, 
on  Lough  Conn,  had  some  trout  and  perch,  and  a  few 
small  pike.  Mr.  T.  Cranson  had  4  pike,  101b.,  101b., 
131b.,  14^1b.  Mr.  C.  Walker  while  spinning  with  inch 
and  half  Devon  had  pike,  23 Jib.,  taken  on  single  gut 
trace. — Pat  Heaenes. 

Bann. — A  thunderstorm  passed  over  the  north  of 
Ulster  on  July  21,  accompanied  by  some  showers  of 
rain,  but  not  enough  to  cause  a  flood  in  the  Bann  nor 
any  of  its  tributaries.  The  high  temperature  of  the 
water  has  caused  the  brown  trout  to  refuse  the  artificial 
fly  at  all  the  angling  stations,  but  a  few  can  yet  be 
taken  on  the  natural  sedges.  Not  many  salmon  or 
grilse  are  now  coming  in  from  the  sea,  but  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wilson  met  with  a  few  on  the  Carouroe  reach  when 
on  July  15  he  landed  six,  on  July  16  flve,  on  July  17 
five,  and  on  July  18  seven,  in  all  twenty-three  fish  ; 
smallest  4Jlb.,  and  largest  181b.  These  fish  were  of 
an  average  weight  of  91b.  and  scaled  2071b.  On  the 
Kilrea  section  on  July  16  Mr.  F.  Dawson  took  one 
salmon,  81b.  On  July  16  Mr.  Holland  one  grilse  7Jlb. ; 
17th,  two  grilse,  31b.  and  41b. ;  20th,  one  grilse,  61b. 
Mr.  Ardale  on  July  20  had  one  grilse,  5|lb.  The  water 
is  very  low  and  clear,  and  a  flood  much  wanted. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge,  co.  Antrim).— During 
the  evening  rise  some  odd  baskets  were  made  in  the 
past  ten  days.  Amongst  the  trout  fishers  recently  out 
were  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  V.  Grant  (Glasgow),  Mr.  Walter, 
and  Mr.  Magennity — a  veteran  Belfast  angler,  who  is 
credited  with  a  51b.  trout.  Mt.  Grant  had  a  salmon 
or  two.  Rain  is  required  to  bring  up  more  fish  and  to 
freshen  up  the  river.  On  the  coming  Bank  Holiday 
the  North  East  Ulster  Club,  Belf,ast,  will  have  a  coarse 
fishing  competition  at  Toome. — J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — Yet  another  disappointing 
week  to  record.  Although  numbers  of  anglers  were 
out  on  the  dams  and  on  the  Ballynahinch  Lakes  their 
enterprise  was  but  sparingly  rewarded,  the  evening 
rise  being  the  only  permissible  period  for  trouting. 
Three  lib.  trout  was  the  best  take  of  the  week.  The 
trouting  parts  of  the  Lagan,  Crossgar,  Clady,  Glenavy, 
Sixmile,  etc.,  are  mere  trickles. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — The  weather  has  been  so  fine  here  for  the 
last  two  months  that  trout  fishing  is  completely  off. 
River  too  low  and  full  of  weeds,  prevents  anything 
like  getting  a  decent  trout.  Pike  and  perch  fishing  is 
very  good.  I  enclose  a  view  of  the  favourite  perch 
pool  on  Boyle  River ;  it  is  the  last  bridge  on  river  just 
as  the  water  gets  navigable  on  entering  Lough  Key. 
It  is  at  this  bridge  gentlemen  all  start  for  the  May  Fly 
fishing  on  lake.  On  July  7  I  went  to  see  the  perch 
fishers  on  this  bridge,  and  counted  over  one  hundred 
dozen,  all  got  with  rod  and  line.  I  went  out  on  Lough 
Key  yesterday  evening  with  Mr.  E.  Flanagan,  of 
Huddersfield ;  we  killed  eight  pike  and  thirty-nine 
good  perch  from  4  p.m.  to  8.30  p.m.  If  the  lakes  keep 
near  as  low  as  they  are  now  we  will  be  looking  forward 
to  a  very  good  autiunn  season,  especially  on  Arrow 
and  Gara,  as  the  lower  the  water  is  on  these  lakes 
the  better  for  artificial  fly  fishing  in  September. — 
G.  Tayloe. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  river 
is  still  very  low,  and  the  fish  are  sulky.    During  the 


past  week  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  three  salmon  of  171b., 
7 Jib.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  John  Stone  landed  one  of  01b.  ; 
Mr.  Jos.  Hone  landed  two  salmon,  of  15|lb.  and  01b. ; 
and  Mr.  Gregory  landed  one  salmon  of  I'Jlb.  At  time 
of  writing  the  weather  is  looking  changeable  and 
some  rain  is  falling,  which  will  bring  the  salmon  out 
of  the  deep  water  (where  they  are  now  all  lying)  on  to 
the  pools,  when  good  sport  will  be  had.  Mr.  A.  May 
and  Mr.  T.  N.  Hugo  had  some  nice  catches  of  sea 
trout  and  brown  trout  on  the  Erne  during  the  past 
week,  a  number  of  the  trout  taken  weighing  from  l*lb. 
to  21b.— ]M.  RoQAN  &  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Practically  nothing  has  been  done 
on  the  Kerry  rivers  during  the  past  week,  owing 
chiefly  to  low  waters  and  bright  sunshine.  Salmon, 
peal,  and  sea-trout  are  very  numerous  outside  the 
raouths  of  the  Waterville  (Currane),  Foale,  Gale,  and 
Smerlagh  rivers,  but  are  not  pushing  up  in  conse- 
quence of  low  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description  at  brown  trout,  but  very  poor  on  all  the 
Killarney  waters  since  last  report.  Salmon  and  peal 
are  arriving  in  generally  good  numbers.— T.  J.  I). 

IsovLgh.  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  not  shown  much  improvement  at  either  sea 
or  brown  trout,  and  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been  had. 
The  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are  not  reassuring. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  and  Corrib. — The  following  anglers, 
fishing  the  above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  are  having  excellent  sport  both  fly  fishing 
and  trolling  since  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  last  week  : 
Colonel  and  Mrs.  Allix  and  Miss  Addy,  Captain  Arm- 
strong, Captain  Maxwell,  Captain  Chichester,  Mr. 
and  Master  Brown,  Mr.  and  Master  Dreyson,  Mr. 
Hunton,  Mr.  Veasey,  Mr.  Smallwood,  and  Mr.  Shaw, 
the  latter  making  the  largest  basket  on  July  21,  181b. 
of  trout,  largest  5Jlb.  Prospects  of  sport  are  good. — 
J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — During  the  past  week  some  fine 
baskets  of  Gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  were  taken 
by  Rev.  M.  Archdale,  Mr.  A.  A.  May,  Mr.  A.  Wren, 
Mr.  G.  Conolly,  and  others ;  many  of  the  Gillaroo 
trout  taken  weighing  lib.,  IJlb.  and  21b.  On  July  19 
Mr.  Vincent  landed  a  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of  51b., 
trolling  ;  Mr.  B.  Gallagher  landed  a  brown  trout,  41b., 
on  the  23rd ;  and  Mr.  P.  C.  Mulhern  landed  a  beau- 
tiful Gillaroo  trout  of  2|lb.  and  several  averaging  lib. 
each  with  fly  on  the  22nd.  At  time  of  writing  trout 
are  rising  freely  to  the  fly  on  the  lakes,  and  good  sport 
is  being  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  fair,  con- 
sidering the  advanced  state  of  the  season.  The  trout 
netting  is  poor,  but  eel  fishing  is  giving  fair  results. 
Trout  and  salmon  netting  terminate  legally  on  Aug. 
19.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina). — River  is  in  good  order  but  very 

low  ;  lots  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  rising  badly  owing 
to  the  bright  sunshine.  There  were  some  fish  killed 
during  the  week,  Mr.  Scroop  getting  one  or  two  daily. 
Some  were  got  by  the  local  anglers.  The  trout  fishing 
down  the  estuary  is  good,  some  nice  baskets  having  been 
got  during  the  week.  Rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good 
just  now. — John  Devees. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  White  trout 
fishing  has  opened  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses,  but  will 
not  be  at  its  best  till  rain  comes.  The  CroUy  is  low 
and  clear. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport 
has  not  improved,  but  we  have  had  a  change  to  rain, 
and  if  it  should  continue  for  any  time,  we  may  look 
out  for  better  things  next  month. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — After  a  spell  of  hot, 
oppressive  weather  we  are  now  having  a  fall  of  rain, 
and  anglers  are  in  hopes  that  it  njay  lead  to  an 
improvement  in  sport.  During  the  past  two  weeks 
the  following  captures  have  been  made :  —  On 
Doonass  Mr.  John  Enright  on  July  10  killed  one 
peal,  3Jlb. ;  11th,  one  peal,  41b.  On  the  same  fishery 
Mr.  R.  C.  Campbell  Renton  on  July  16  killed  one 
peal,  4ilb;  and  Mr.  Mervyn  King  on  20th  two 
peal,  31b.  and  7Jlb.  On  Prospect  on  July  10  the 
fishermen  killed  three  peal,  3|lb.,  51b.,  5Jlb. ; 
11th,  three  peal,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  5Jflb. ;  19th,  one 
peal,  4Jlb. ;  23rd,  one  peal,  8|lb.  "  On  Newgarden, 
Mr.  G.  M.  Fleming  killed :  12th,  one  peal,  5Jlb. ; 
13th,  one  peal,  51b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  J.  Henderson, 
junr.,  killed  :  10th,  one  peal,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Henderson, 
senr.,  11th,  four  peal,  2Jlb.,  31b.,  SJlb.,  41b.:  the 
fishermen:  15th,  one  peal,  31b.;  17th, "one  peal,  .31b.; 
22nd,  one  peal,  41b.:  23rd,  one  peal,  51b.  On  Wood- 
lands Mr.  F.  Capel  Cure  killed :  12th,  one  peal,  3}lb. 
Coarse  fishing  has  not  yet  had  much  attention,  but 
one  angler  secured  a  basket  of  forty  perch  and  pike 
in  one  day.  The  lucky  angler  is  Miss  Gladys 
Fleming. — John  Enbight  &  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — There  is  scarcely  anything  to 
report  from  the  Mourne,  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  &c. 
A  week's  steady  rain  would  scarce  suffice  to  put  the 
rivers  in  order. — J.  A.  B. 


American  Books.— -A.  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  Jul)'  21  a  number  of  boat  anglers 
off.  July  22,  a  choppy  sea.  July  23,  too  rough  for 
boat  anglers;  "B"  squadron  of  the  Channel  Fleet 
(twenty-five  ships  in  all)  anchored  off  the  Kemptown 
end  of  Brighton  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
shore,  and  this  morning  (July  24)  steamed  oE  at  8.30 
to  the  west. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  anglers  are  fairly  plen- 
tiful, fish  of  all  kinds  are  extremely  scarce.  Mr. 
Sexton's  skill  failed  to  find  but  few  pollack  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  not  a  score  have  been  taken  since. 
Poutings  bite  fairly  well  upon  the  slack  of  the  tide, 
but  their  size  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  Mr.  Forrester 
landed  a  nice  codling  on  Wednesday,  and  Mr.  Paine  a 
codling  and  a  dab,  the  latter  quite  a  rarity  of  late. 
Mr.  Lewis,  however,  astonished  all  present  by  success- 
fully hooking  and  landing  a  brill  scaling  IJlb. — quite 
a  local  novelty.  Several  "  schools"  of  mackerel  were 
seen  near  the  pier  on  Tuesday  evening,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  seine  them. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Dingle. — Excellent  sport  has  been  had  within  the 
bay,  and  also  at  or  about  a  distance  of  half-a-mile 
outside.  Five  anglers  on  Saturday  (July  20)  had  276 
fish.  On  Monday  (July  22)  three  anglers  had  248  fish, 
and  on  Tuesday  (July  23)  three  fishermen  and  a  boy 
got  307  fish,  fishing  from  4  p.m.  to  9.30  p.m.— T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — There  are  plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds  to 
be  caught.  Pollack  in  abundance  in  Firestone  Bay 
and  just  outside  the  lighthouse  end  of  the  breakwater  ; 
some  about  41b.  weight  have  been  taken  also  near 
the  East  Winter  buoy.  The  early  morning  or  the 
evening  is  the  best  time,  if  possible  on  the  young  flood. 
The  sport  in  the  entrance  to  the  Yealm  has  been  very 
good  this  week ;  several  very  nice  bass  have  been  taken 
principally  on  the  rod,  and  they  show  good  sport; 
their  weights  vary  from  21b.  to  71b.  each.  As  this  is 
the  season  for  tourists,  and  there  are  many  who  do 
not  like  boat  fishing,  they  therefore  have  recourse  to 
the  ground  spiller,  which  is  a  line  about  forty  fathoms 
long  with  hooks  fastened  to  short  snoods  fixed  about 
one  yard  apart  on  the  line.  This  line  is  laid  along 
the  beach  or  sands  at  low  water,  being  tied  fast  to  big 
stones.  The  hooks  are  baited  with  limpets,  mussels, 
squid,  pilchard,  or  any  kind  of  fish.  The  tide  is  allowed 
to  flow  in  over  the  line,  and  as  the  fish  follow  the  tide 
in  search  of  bait  they  soon  get  hooked.  When  the 
tide  recedes  you  walk  down  and  take  off  your  fish  and 
wind  up  your  line,  or  it  can  be  rebaited  and  allowed 
to  fish  another  tide.  In  Whitsand  Bay  turbot,  brill, 
flatfish,  bass,  etc.,  are  caught  in  this  way.  If  it  is 
thought  desirable  to  haul  the  line  at  high  tide  you 
have  only  to  attach  a  piece  of  line  at  one  end  of  the 
spiller  and  bring  it  up  over  the  beach  to  high-water 
mark  where  it  is  fixed.  This  enables  you  to  pull 
the  line  in  without  waiting  for  the  tide  to  go  back 
again. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — With  one  notable  exception  fishing 
has  been  poor  during  the  week,  but  on  July  18  -Mr. 
Tanton  killed,  from  the  Marina,  a  very  fine  bass,which 
weighed  ll|lb.  The  fish  was  killed  on  a  single  gut 
trace. — Grey  Mullett. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sport  is  once  more  good 
at  bass,  gurnard,  whiting,  and  pollack.  At  the  mouth 
of  Waterville  river  Mr.  K.  Nelson  had  some  nice  sport 
among  bass.  He  fished  with  Mather  Healy.  On 
Monday  four  anglers  had  145  fish,  principally  whiting 
and  gurnard,  in  about  five  hours. — T.  J.  D. 


IRcports  from  Clubs. 


Beports  {to  insure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning 


Anqlebs'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. — Will  secretaries  that 
have  not  sent  in  their  lists  kindly  do  so,  as  I  want  to 
get  all  of  them  out.  Please  do  not  forget  to  send  cash, 
as  I  do  not  write  out  tickets  until  I  get  the  same.  I 
am  pleased  to  say  I  have  received  some  of  the  cash  and 
lists  that  were  sent  to  Mr.  Ghurney. — S.  Malby,  9, 
Canterbury  Road,  Islington,  N. 

Admiral  Blakb  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — On  July  21  we  had  a  grand  show 
from  Messrs.  G.  Tipper,  tench,  rudd  and  carp;  F. 
Welland,  roach  and  dace ;  J.  Tipper,  carp  and  rudd ; 
C.  Stedman,  bream  and  rudd,  weighing  together 
301b.,  and  more  from  Rochester  and  Huntingdon.  I 
hope  members  will  turn  up  on  Monday  next. — C.  M. 
Stedman. 

Amicable  Beothehs  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship -square. — We  had  a  splendid  show  of 
fish  on  July  21  by  Messrs.  Reeves,  Harris,  Moir, 
Puvan,  Phillips,  and  Haynes.  Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  Aug.  18  at  the  White  Horse,  Eden- 
bridge.  Our  first  outing  on  Sept.  1  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. — G.  Haynes. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
- — The  cup  competition  takes  place  on  July  28  in 
angling  association  waters,  Slough  pound,  one  rod. 


Jingling  '^xxinxc^, 

July  28. 

Allason  United  :  Cup  competition. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  prize. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Guildford. 
Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Petersfield. 
Crown  and  Buckland :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 
Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 
Prince  of  Wales  :  Prize  Outing. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 
Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Westminster  :  Match  at  Langley. 

Aug.  3,  4,  5. — Forest  Gate  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  4. — Izaak  Walton  :  Open  competition. 

,,  4  and  5. — Phcsnix  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  7. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

,,  11. — Clissold  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  11. — Cosy  :  Outing  to  Paddock  Wood. 

,,  11. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

,,  18. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Dinner  at  Edenbridge. 

„  25. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match. 


All  seasonable  fish  weighable.  Start  and  cease  by 
signal  from  secretary.  On  July  21  Otter  Wheeler  was 
second  in  David  Pithouse  free  competition,  and  H. 
Slack  won  12th  prize.  R.  Harris  weighed  in  101b. 
lOJoz.  of  bream  from  the  Thames  ;  W.  Spicer,  bream 
from  the  Wey ;  and  Chas.  Turner,  bream  from  the 
Wey.  Our  prize  cards,  etc.,  have  been  issued. 
Noreis  Competition. 
The  audit  of  accounts  is  about  to  take  place,  and  I 
would  like  all  societies  to  send  me  on  their  return 
of  tickets  or  cash.  There  are  six  societies  I  am  waiting 
for  which  I  reported  last  week.  Kindly  send  and  oblige. 
— Ben  Abrahams,  Hon.  Sec,  25,  Silver  Street,  Notting 
Hill  Gate. 

P.S. — I  have  received  from  Mrs.  Norris  some  un- 
finished fish  ;  who  owns  them  ? 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  July  21  Mr.  G. 
Mallett  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  bream  and  roach 
from  the  Arun,  and  Mr.  C.  Watkins  bream  from  the 
Thames,  taking  the  remaining  two  prizes  for  the 
month.  Wednesday  another  crowded  meeting,  when 
several  important  articles  of  correspondence  were  duly 
attended  to. — C.  T.  Arrow. 

Battbesea  Feiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  July  21  Mr.  W. 
Taplin  took  second  prize ;  Mr.  J.  Woodman  also 
weighed  in.  The  two  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  July  28,  from  Hampton  Ferry  to  Walton  Bridge, 
usual  conditions,  jack  barred,  bank  only,  Surrey  side, 
leave  Waterloo  at  7.50  and  Clapham  Junction  8.3; 
return  by  8.5  train  from  Hampton.  Messrs.  R.  and  P. 
Backhouse  were  elected  working  members  ;  Mr.  W. 
Browes  was  elected  a  honorary  member. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgeave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Our  match  at  Dorking  was  success- 
ful, but  owing  to  the  train  being  late,  members  were 
too  late  to  weigh  in.  The  following  got  out  else- 
where, and  helped  to  fill  our  trays  with  some  nice 
fish  : — Messrs.  F.  Richardson,  W.  Bailey,  and  P. 
Hudson.  Our  delegate's  report  was  received  last 
Thursday  with  every  satisfaction. — W.  Payne. 

Bebmondsey  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  result  of  our  July 
series  of  prizes  were  :  Mr.  Dodson,  jun.,  first,  roach ; 
W.  Taylor,  second,  bream.  In  fishing  for  the  three 
lapsed  prizes  the  match  will  be  roving.  Members  will 
be  allowed  to  leave  London  Saturday  night,  but  not 
to  commence  fishing  before  12  o'cleck. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bebmondsey  Constitutional  Piscatobial  Society, 
132,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — Only  one  of  our 
members  weighed  lin  on  July  21.  Mr.  J.  Martin  had 
a  fine  show  of  bream.  Mr.  W.  Streeton  weighed  in  a 
nice  carp  on  July  23. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Bloomsbuby  Bbothebs  ANGtiNG  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  July  21 
Mr.  C.  Davis  and  Mr.  J.  Morrell  weighed  in  tench ; 
Mr.  R.  Lummes  and  Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  bream ;  Mr.  R. 
Hook  perch ;  and  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson,  roach. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — This  association,  since  its  half-yearly 
meeting,  held  July  2,  has  made  considerable  progress, 
no  less  than  twenty-three  new  members  having  been 
nominated  for  membership.  Negotiations  are  still 
proceeding  with  respect  to  securing  good  waters  in 
addition  to  those  already  obtained ;  from  the  latter 
several  members  have  secured  some  good  roach  of 
upwards  of  lib.  weight  and  now  the  water  has 
been  thoroughly  weeded,  some  forty  or  fifty  can  fish  in 
comfort  at  the  same  time.  The  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman,  accompanied  by  some  friends  and  members, 
attended  at  the  Crosby  Water  on  Saturday  last  to 
accept  from  Mr.  Crooks  a  very  fine  punt  which  he  had 
built  and  presented  to  the  association,  and  in  a  few 
remarks  asked  Mr.   Crooks  to  christen  the  punt. 


which  he  did,  and  in  calling  it  "  The  Grundy ' ' 
wished  the  association  every  success,  and  hoped 
the  punt  would  be  a  source  of  much  benefit  to 
the  members.  The  punt  was  then  launched 
amid  hearty  congratulations  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
passed  to  Mr.  Crooks  for  his  gift.  Three  members, 
Messrs.  Gilmore,  Grundy,  and  Brabin,  fishing  a  Shrop- 
shire mere  on  the  evening  of  July  17  and  early 
morning  of  July  18,  had  a  splendid  catch  of  roach  and 
bream  totalling  over  a  hundredweight,  bream  up- 
wards of  41b.  and  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.  being  taken. 
Two  competitions  are  fixed  :  one  for  to-day'(Saturday) 
(July  27)  in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  at  Aintree 
from  5  to  8  p.m.,  members  meeting  at  the  Old  Roan 
Bridge  at  4  30  p.m. ;  and  the  other  on  Aug.  1  in  the 
Lea,  members  going  down  by  6.35  p.m.  train  (Wood- 
side  Station)  to  Wrexham  on  July  31,  competition 
to  start  at  daybreak  on  Aug.  1,  staying  at  the  Plough 
Inn,  Isy  Coed,  overnight,  and  with  the  arrival  of  the 
welcome  rain  some  good  sport  should  be  had  by  those 
making  the  journey. — Rudd. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn- 
wall-road, Westbourne  Park. — A  meeting  was  held  on 
Monday  (July  22),  when  general  regret  was  expressed 
at  the  death  of  Mr.  Ghurney.  Two  more  members 
were  proposed.  The  secretary  explained  that  his  time 
being  so  much  occupied  (although  willing  to  assist  to 
the  best  of  his  ability)  he  feels  that,  in  justice  to  the 
club,  he  must  give  up  the  secretaryship.  Mr.  Fred. 
West  kindly  volunteered  to  undertake  the  duties. — 
J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling  Society. — In  the 
waters  at  Littleport  bream  fishing  is  very  good.  Best 
takes  4st.,  two  of  2Jst.,  and  two  of  2st.— P.  W.  Gray. 

Cambridge  Heath  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  outing  to  Harlow  was  a  success,  thirty- 
one  members  competing,  and  resulting  in  all  the  eight 
prizes  being  taken  as  follows  :— First,  Mr.  R.  Ander- 
son, roach ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Woodward,  roach  ;  third, 
Mr.  H.  Smith,  roach  ;  fourth,  Mr.  Ben  Smith,  roach  ; 
fifth,  Mr.  C.  Wicks,  roach  ;  sixth,  Mr.  G.  Webb, 
roach  ;  seventh,  Mr.  H.  Ward,  roach  ;  eighth,  Mr.  L. 
Stephenson,  roach.  Messrs.  Schofield  and  Lee  also 
had  fish  in  the  match.  Mr.  R.  Nursey  weighed  in 
chub  and  dace  outside  match.  I  again  beg  to  remind 
those  members  who  have  not  yet  taken  an  Angler's 
Benevolent  ticket  that  all  fish  will  be  barred  from 
being  weighed  in  unless  they  comply  by  taking  one  up. 
I  should  also  like  to  mention  that  in  future  money  can 
only  be  paid  on  Tuesdays,  the  meeting  night. — E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — A  good  many  shows  of  fish, 
but  none  very  big.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Mann,  Fuller,  P. 
Dykes,  A.  E.  Hoodless,  A.  C.  Hoodless,  Galloway, 
Reynolds,  and  S.  Dykes  having  some  fair  roach, 
bream,  chub,  and  dace. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W^ — Our  fourth 
day's  outing  will  take  place  on  July  28  at  Guildford  for 
six  prizes.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.46,  return 
from  Guildford  8.45.  On  July  21  Messrs.  J.  Thome, 
H.  Bethell,  and  J.  Woodhouse  weighed  in  fish. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  competition  in  connection  with  the  above 
took  place  at  Woking  on  July  21,  and  resulted  in  the 
order  named :— Messrs.  Blatchley,  Central  Club  Angling 
Society,  and  T.  Evans,  Lincoln,  tied  for  first  and 
second  prizes ;  Harthill,  Great  Northern ;  Brierley, 
Lincoln ;  Brooks,  Great  Northern ;  W.  Watling,  Lin- 
coln; W.  Stretch,  North  London;  T.  Worth,  Great 
Northern ;  and  Fuchau,  Convivial,  Mr.  Harthill 
winning  the  secretary's  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish  with 
a  bream  lib.  7oz.  We  had  an  enjoyable  day  ;  twenty- 
two  weighed  in,  the  lowest  weight  to  take  a  prize  being 
lljoz.  A  visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the 
Dibdin  Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening  (July  22), 
Mr.  Whibley  in  the  chair.  Only  four  societies  were 
represented,  consisting  mostly  of  their  own  members, 
most  nobly  supported  by  the  Camden,  to  whom  our 
best  thanks  are  due,  North  London,  and  Eustonian — 
about  thirty-five  in  all.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
North  London  ;  date  later. — P.  Castbll. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
S.E. — On  July  21  five  of  our  members  went  to 
Yalding,  but  did  not  take  part  in  the  S.L.U.V.  Com- 
petition. Brother  Purnivall  had  five  nice  roach, 
weighing  21b.  Most  of  our  other  members  went  to 
various  places  for  a  specimen  roach,  but  did  not 
succeed  in  securing  a  nice  fish.  All  members  are 
requested  to  attend  club-house  on  August  1,  to  fix 
date  for  peg-down  match  for  August. — E.  C.  Addison. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  July  21  our  trays 
were  well  stocked  by  the  following  : — Mr.  C.  Parmer, 
14Jlb.  of  bream  ;  Mr.  H.  Bampton,  91b.  l^oz.  of  bream  ; 
Mr.  C.  W.  Keen,  lib.  4|oz.  of  roach ;  Mr.  E.  Keen, 
roach;  Mr.  W.  Greengrass  also  had  some  fine  roach, 
but  did  not  weigh  in.  We  added  another  prize  for  our 
outing  on  August  4  and  5,  making  a  total  of  eight 
prizes  to  be  competed  for.    On  Aug.  11  one  guinea  will 
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be  given  by  Mr.  H.  Howell  for  the  best  show  of  fish 
from  St.  Neots.  Conditions  as  to  time,  etc.,  will  be 
announced  at  the  club  house  on  Tuesday  evening  at 
nine  o'clock,  so  members  please  attend. ^ — E.  L.  Hunt. 

CoBDEN  Anqling  SOCIETY,  Cobden  Club,  Kenaal- 
road,  W. — Our  first  private  prize  match  at  Slough  was 
in  everyway  a  success.  1st,  Mr.  J.  Godfrey  ;  2nd,  Mr. 
H.  Challen  ;  3rd,  Mr.  T.  Taylor  ;  4th,  Mr.  G.  Percival ; 
5th,  Mr.  A.  E.  Newell ;  6th,  Mr.  P.  Hannabus  ;  7th,  Mr. 
C.  Walker;  8th,  Mr.  Edgar  Morris;  9th,  Mr.  A. 
Duncan ;  10th,  Mr.  J.  Dunn ;  11th,  Mr.  C.  Scrafield  ; 
12th,  Mr.  T.  Twyman  ;  13th,  Mr.  W.  Dunn.  Mr.  E. 
Baxter,  Mr.  W.  Godfrey,  and  Mr.  W.  Taylor  also 
weighed  in.  Messrs.  G.  and  C.  Liney  have  given  a 
prize  of  10s.  for  the  largest  jack  during  season. — A.  S.  H. 

CoLBBBOOK  Anglijsg  SociKTY,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Since  our  last  report 
several  members  have  been  out.  Mr.  W.  A.  George, 
bream  and  roach  from  Amberley ;  Messrs.  W.  Clayton 
and  T.  Johnson  with  W.  Kemp,  bream,  roach,  and 
perch  from  the  Yare,  the  former  161b.,  the  latter  241b., 
largest  bream  31b.  2oz.,  perch  8oz.  Our  outing  to 
Amberley  on  the  28th  promises  to  be  very  successful. — 
T.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGwooD  Angling  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  July  28  we  fish 
our  prize  outing  at  Petersfield.  Train  (Waterloo), 
8.20  a.m. ;  return,  7.20  p.m.  Two  rods  and  other 
usual  conditions.  On  July  21,  Mr.  Warr,  carp ;  Mr. 
C.  Poole,  barbel;  Mr.  A.  Elsey,  barbel.  On  July  22, 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  tench.— T.  P.  Soegb. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— On  July  21  Mr.  J. 
T.  White  weighed  in  bream  from  the  Medway,  saving 
us  from  a  blank.  We  have  an  outing  to  Paddock 
Wood  on  Aug.  11  for  four  prizes.  Mr.  A.  Allen  has 
been  transferred  from  honorary  to  working  member. 
Mr.  Brand  has  kindly  added  another  prize  to  the  list. 
— J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatoeial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Lopg-acre,  VV.C— On  July  21  Mr.  James  Massey 
weighed  in  191b.  of  bream,  the  two  largest  being 
31b.  10|oz.  and  31b,  4oz. ;  Mr.  John  Massey,  16ilb.  of 
bream,  largest  31b.  3oz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey,  a  show  of 
bream. — W.  M. 

Ceown  and  Bockland  Piscatoeials,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  On  July  21  we  had 
another  show  of  fish  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Haines, 
141b.  of  carp  ;  Macdonald,  bream  and  dace  ;  Anderson, 
roach  ;  and  Steadman,  roach.  I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  our  prize  outing  on  July  28.  —  J. 
Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  21,  the  members 
competed  at  St.  Margaret's  for  the  lapsed  prizes. 
Eesult : — Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd,  senior,  1st.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  no  one  else  got  any  fish.  Mr.  T.  Swain 
weighed  in  some  nice  roach  from  other  waters.  I 
should  like  to  see  some  absent  members  next  week  as 
I  have  some  more  prizes  to  be  competed  for. — 
S.  Malby. 

Eahlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— The  next  outing  on  July  28  will  be 
held  at  the  club  water  at  Byfleet.  Train  from  Clap- 
ham  Junction  8.37,  returning  from  Weybridge  at 
9.38.— E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — On  July  21  Messrs.  J.  Bannister, 
C.  King,  A.  J.  Bannister,  and  H.  W.  Exall  went  to 
Weybridge  and  had  fair  sport  with  roach  and  bream. 
Will  all  memb<?rs  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to 
arrange  for  outing  on  Bank  Holiday.— E.  Dyball. 

PoKEST  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— Our  Bures  outing  resulted  in  a  blank,  very 
few  members  turning  up  and  no  fish  being  taken.'  The 
three  prizes  will  be  competed  for  again  on  August  3, 
4  and  5,  roving  competition.  Monday  (August  5)  latest 
date  for  weighing  in.  Mr.  J.  Harris  was  elected 
honorary  member  on  Tuesday  (July  23). — B.  Saegent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  July  21 
Mr.  Roach  weighed  in  bream,  Mr.  Ellins  tench,  and 
Mr.  Verity  roach.  On  July  23  the  balance-sheet  was 
passed,  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a  good  financial 
position.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Geeat  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
Messrs.  Arkill,  i .  Brooks,  and  T.  Worth  won  prizes  in 
the  C.  &  D.  competition  at  Woking  on  July  21,  Mr. 
Arkill  also  taking  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish.  Mr. 
J.  Hewitt  had  a  nice  show  of  carp,  heaviest  fish  nearly 
41b.  Special  general  meeting  next  Monday.— J.  A. 
Fitch. 

Harcouet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — In  our  match  at  Langley 
all  the  prizes  were  taken.  I  must  congratulate  the 
members  on  the  good  muster  they  made,  and  I  trust 
they  will  keep  it  up  all  through  the  season,  both  at  the 
outings  and  club  meetings.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Haklesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— A  special  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Thursday,  August  1,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  add  a 
bye-law  to  the  present  rules.  It  is  important  that  all 
members  should  attend,  but  if  unable  to  do  so  they 


are  requested  to  write  to  the  secretary  informing  him 
of  same.  One  of  our  members,  Mr.  Tully,  tied  for  the 
third  and  fourth  prizes  in  Mr.  Pithouse's  Langley 
competition. — E.  S.  C. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  A.  C.  Fish  had 
a  nice  show  of  bream,  roach  and  tench,  181b.  in  all . 
Mr.  Russell,  roach,  bream  and  dace,  121b.  in  all; 
Hope  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange 
club  dinner  for  the  last  week  in  August.— C.  Smith. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  the  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich.— The  second  eel  bobbing  competition  of  the 
season  took  place  on  Monday  (July  15)  in  the  Orwell. 
The  boats  out  had  fairly  good  sport,  Messrs.  G.  P. 
Price  and  E.  J.  King  being  the  winners.  The  roach 
match,  adjourned  from  March  last,  was  fished  off  on 
Wednesday  evening  at  Clay  don,  by  invitation  of  the 
Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Society.  Twelve  com- 
petitors put  in  an  appearance ;  as  they  were  ex- 
tended over  a  two-mile  stretch  of  water  the  umpire, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins,  was  fully  occupied,  and  the 
attentive  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties 
gave  great  satisfaction.  The  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  C. 
Warner  for  six  fish  scaling  lib.  12oz.,  Mr.  P.  H. 
Borrell  coming  second  with  two  (lib.  efoz.),  the 
largest  scaling  lib.  2ioz.  Mr.  E.  Stewart  was  third. 
At  the  close  of  the  match  a  fine  otter  was  seen  on  the 
opposite  bank. — H.  C.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  following  weighed 
in  on  July  21 :— Mr.  Wilkes,  roach,  bream,  and  dace, 
81b.  13foz.,  heaviest  roach  21b.  3Joz.,  which  has  been 
sent  for  preservation;  Mr.  Brookman,  roach;  Mr. 
Granfield,  81b.  6Joz.  bream  ;  Mr.  Burwash,  P.  carp  ;  Mr. 
Wood,  roach  ana  tench;  Mr.  Reeve,  51b.  llfoz.  bream. 
We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Croker  in  the  chair, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 

and  confirmed,  and  one  new  member  enrolled.  J.  H. 

Heebbet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
Aug.  4  on  any  waters  (private  waters  barred).  Com- 
petitors may  leave  London  on  the  day  previous ;  fish 
taken  on  Aug.  4  only  to  weigh.  There  are  also  three 
"specials"  to  be  fished  for 'on  Aug.  7  on  the  Lea 
between  Dobb's  Weir  and  Ware  Bridge.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— At  our  last  meeting  two  new 
members  were  made.  At  our  competition  on  July  21 
P.  Sturgess  took  first  prize  with  a  nice  show  of  roach, 
the  finest  scaling  lib.  loz.,  and  several  going  over  Jib. 
J.  Hawkins  came  in  second,  also  with  roach.  The 
other  prizes  were  not  taken.  J.  H.  Morgan  weighed 
in  on  July  24  some  nice  trout. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.  —  On  July  21 
several  members  fished  in  the  C.D.V.L.  competition 
at  Woking,  Mr.  Evans  tieing  for  first  prize.  Mr.  Briley 
was  fourth,  and  W.  Watling  sixth.  The  following  also 
weighed  in  fish :  Mr.  Bryant,  bream ;  Mr.  Cooper, 
roach  ;  Cook,  Symes  and  Hawkins  also  having  roach 
and  gudgeon.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool.— The  quarterly  meeting  of 
this  association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  when 
several  important  matters  were  brought  forward  and 
settled.  The  treasurer  presented  his  quarterly  state- 
ment of  accounts,  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a  sound 
financial  position.  The  question  of  appointing  another 
watcher  for  our  Knowsley  water  was  deferred  for 
further  consideration.  This  fine  sheet  of  water  con- 
tains a  heavy  stock  of,  fish,  and  it  was  resolved  to  hold 
another  competition  there  on  Thursday.  Competitors 
to  start  from  the  "  Hare  and  Hounds,"  West  Derby, 
at  9  a.m.,  commence  fishing  at  10  a.m.,  and  weigh 
in  at  8.30  p.m.  at  the  fishing  -  hut  on  the 
water.  Pishing  matters  generally  have  been  at 
a  complete  standstill  round  Liverpool  for  some  weeks 
past  in  consequence  of  the  entire  absence  of  rain  and 
the  tropical  weather.  Several  of  the  rivers— notably 
the  Welsh  Dee— have  literally  run  dry,  and  no  sport 
has  been  obtainable.  Cheering  reports,  however,  have 
reached  me  from  the  Scotch  border  streams.  The  Esk 
and  Liddle  are  full  of  fish,  the  run  of  sea-trout 
exceeding  anything  that  has  been  seen  in  these  rivers 
for  the  past  ten  years.  The  prospects  for  the  salmon 
fisher  this  coming  autumn  on  all  the  Solway  rivers — 
owing  to  the  abolition  of  the  nets— are  rosy  in  the 
extreme. — Rosiceucian. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — We  had  a  grand  show  of  fish  on 
our  tra\s  on  July  21,  Mr.  W.  Marlow  having  roach  up 
to  lib.  loz.  from  Rickmansworth,  Mr.  Johnson  good 
bream,  Mr.  Haines  roach  and  dace,  J.  Collins  dace. 
Will  members  please  turn  up  early  on  Thursday  next 
to  arrange  special  outing. — J.  Collins. 

Noeth-East  Beothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — Our  peg  down 
match  takes  place  at  Cheshunt  on  July  28.  All  mem- 
bers wishing  to  take  part  must  go  by  the  first  train, 
7.20,  Globe-road.  The  peg  down  will  take  place  frorn 
the  iron  bridge  to  the  second  lock.  The  members  of 
the  above  society  wish  to  send  their  condolence  to  the 


relatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Ghurney,  late  secretary  of  the 
Angling  Association.— G.  Taylor. 
Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 

Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— The  big  competition 
on  July  21  was  a  complete  success  and  a  credit  to  the 
organisers.  Our  members  got  very  few  fish  but  plenty 
of  fun,  and  those  who  did  not  turn  out  missed  a  treat, 
i  Mr.  Kidd  weighed  in  chub,  bream,  and  roach.  On 
Tuesday  (July  23)  we  made  two  new  members,  Mr.  J. 
;  Ossington,  of  the  Vivian,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Richards. 
The  first  round  of  the  club  cup  competition  will  be 
fished  off  on  Aug.  11.— H.  E.  Strakeh. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  .Bethnal-green.— Our 
outing  to  Dagenham  resulted  in  only  J.  Davis  getting 
the  required  weight.  W.  Madget  weighed  in  jack,  F. 
Stitchbury  had  8^1b.  roach  from  the  Lea.  The  re- 
maining prizes  will  be  fished  for  — Maldon  Bridge 
to  Hoe  Mill ;  roaming ;  show  fish  in  the  Welcome 
Sailor  at  6.30.  Messrs.  Cohen  and  Stitchbury  were 
elected.  The  guide  books  are  not  yet  to  hand  ;  hope  to 
have  them  before  the  season  ends.— George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.  —Our  outing  to  Shepperton  was 
much  enjoyed.  Two  out  of  three  prizes  were  won  by 
Messrs.  Norman  and  Meyer.  The  one  left  will  go 
with  three  others  for  Bank  Holiday  Sunday  and 
Monday  (roving,  two  rods,  bank  only,  no  fish  weighed 
after  11. .30  on  the  Monday  night).— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatohials,  Quean's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  July  21  Messrs.  A.  Beevor 
weighed  in  chub,  J.  Jule  roach,  P.  Beevor  perch, 
W.  Payne  bream.  On  July  23  we  had  a  large 
gathering  to  discuss  an  outing.  The  Association's 
new  water.  King's  Langley,  being  decided  on  for 
August  11,  going  down  Saturday  night  last  train, 
when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present.  The  above 
club  beg  to  tend  their  sincere  sympathy  and  condo- 
lence to  the  relatives  and  friends  in  the  sad  loss  they 
have  sustained  through  the  death  of  the  late  Mr. 
R.  Ghurney,  late  secretary  to  the  Angling  Association. 
—P.  Cook.  ^ 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  July  21  the  prize  outing  took 
place,  and  the  following  were  thewinners:— W.  Tisshau, 
roach,  first ;  C.  Merigold,  roach,  second ;  G.  Bond, 
roach,  third  ;  Stanley,  roach,  fourth  ;  Goodwin,  roach, 
fifth.  All  prizes  won.  Mr.  G.  Williams,  roach;  R. 
Walker,  roach  ;  Gardener,  roach.— F.  Pignatelh. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  14 
Mr.  Saalfeld  weighed  in  carp  and  tench.  On  July  21 
also  carp.  Hope  mambers  will  attend  on  Tu3sday 
next  at  nine  o'clock  sharp. — R.  Smith. 

Standard  Moweb  Angling  Society,  Leigh  Lane. — 
On  July  20  in  our  fishing  contest  there  were  105 
competitors,  and  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows : — 
John  Mellin  (Wigan),  1st;  John  Bellshaw  (Wigan), 
2nd ;  Richard  Baderson  (Wigan),  3rd ;  W.  Kinsley 
(Wigan)  and  Robert  Sunner  (Leigh),  lie;  R.  Mullen 
(Wigan)  and  Ben  Benson  (Wigan),  tie;  Fred  Green 
(Atherton);  J.  Haywood  (Wigan);  J.  Howcroft  (Plat 
Bridge)  and  J.  Wilcook  (Plat  Bridge),  tie.  The  weather 
was  fine,  and  a  very  enjoyable  outing  was  experienced.. 
— Thomas  Allanson. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Another  fine 
catch  by  Mr.  W.  Eyke  on  July  21  (181b.  4oz,),  all  taken 
with  the  fly.  Messrs.  T.  Lucas,  A.  Ansty,  and  Phillips 
were  the  successful  competitors  in  the  big  match  on 
that  date.    Special  meeting  on  Aug.  1.— A.P. 

Strati  oed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— Our  outing 
at  Hatfield-Peverel  on  July  21  was  very  successful, 
all  prizes  being  taken— Messrs.  G.  Hobbs  (first),  W. 
Hobbs  (second),  F.  Drake  (third),  Grande  (fourth). 
Messrs.  Race,  Smith  and  Sandiland  also  had  fish. — G. 
P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— During  the  past  week  we  have 
had  some  good  shows  of  fish  weighed  in.  On  Julv  17 
Mr.  A.  Witton  weighed  in  51b.  9|oz.  of  roach.  "  On 
July  21  Mr.  A.  Smith  weighed  in  111b.  SJoz.  of  roach 
and  dace,  the  show  of  roach  scaling  101b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr. 
Cartwright,  bream  and  roach,  71b.  14^oz. ;  Mr.  Poneits 
71b.  12oz.  of  bream,  one  specimen  bream  weighing 
21b.  6^oz. ;  Mr.  Gerrard,  show  of  roach,  61b.  UJoz. ; 
Mr.  Tnomas,  show  of  tench,  31b.  ISJoz.,  one  specimen 
tench  turning  the  scale  at  21b.  4ioz. ;  Mr.  Carpenter's 
show  of  fish  weighed  51b.  SJoz.,  one  tench  weighing 
lib.  13ioz. ;  Mr.  French  had  a  chub  from  Wraysbury 
weighing  lib. — J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  July  28 
we  take  our  outing  to  Ashm-st,  and  will  all  members 
kindly  leave  by  first  train  from  Victoria  at  8.53  ;  finish 
fishing  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  retmn  by 
7.50  train. — P.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— The  result  of  our  out- 
ing was  not  a  great  success,  all  prizes  being  taken  but 
takes  very  small.  The  following  were  the  winners : — 
Messrs.  W.  Kerry,  first ;  G.  Powe,  second ;  H.  Price, 
third;  F.  Templeman,  fourth;  W.  Powe,  fifth;  A, 
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Dungate,  sixth  ;  J.  Heitman,  seventh  ;  H.  Templeman, 
eighth.  Mr.  Crisp  weighed  in  chub,  heaviest  fish  31b. 
2oz.,  from  the  Thames. — W.  L.  Kebby. 

Walthamstow  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Our  trays  were 
well  filled  with  splendid  shows  of  roach,  many 
pomiders  and  over  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Gover, 
Thompson,  W.  Osment,  Poors,  Clark,  and  Howarth. — 

HOWAETH. 

Wabwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  July  18  we  enrolled  two 
more  members,  and  on  the  2ist  we  had  a  splendid 
show  of  fish  as  follows :  Perch,  Mr.  J.  Howes  and  Mr. 
J.  Piper ;  Messrs.  Callcutt,  Baldwin,  Robinson,  T. 
Cayley,  Marshall,  and  Parnham,  roach.  There  were 
several  specimen  roach  among  the  show,  the  largest 
weighing  lib.  5oz.,  from  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  Cayley. 
Mr.  Parnham  also  weighed  in  dace  and  Mr.  Odart, 
perch.  There  are  now  two  prizes  for  eels,  given  by 
Mr.  A.  Lowe. — W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Coulsen  was 
made  a  member.  Our  outing  to  Cheshunt  on  July  21 
was  a  failure,  only  one  prize  being  taken  by  Mr. 
Dessert  with  bream.  Prom  other  waters  Mr.  Kenn 
had  a  good  show  of  roach,  and  ;Mr.  Lea  also  had  a  fine 
show  of  bream  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh  in.  We 
fish  for  remainder  of  prizes  again  at  Cheshimt  on 
July  28,  same  conditions. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford.  —  We  had  some 
full  trays  of  fish  on  July  21,  when  the  following 
weighed  in : — Mr.  Walker,  a  fine  show  of  roach,  two 
heaviest  lib.  5|oz.  and  lib.  5foz. ;  Mr.  Vale  (roach) 
and  Mr.  Burling  (bream).  Other  members  to  weigh 
in  were  Messrs.  Pethurst,  Cox,  Tyler,  Roach,  Homer, 
and  Simmons.  Will  members  attend  on  Aug.  7,  when 
the  place  to  fish  our  next  match  on  Aug.  25  will  be 
fixed. — R.  Lowtheb. 

Westminstee  Angling  Society,  Regent  Arms, 
Regency-street,  S.W. — Messrs.  Bean,  Pope  and  Stoner, 
had  good  shows  on  July  21 ;  Messrs.  Bean  and  Pope 
winning  first  and  seventh  prizes  respectivel)'  in  the 
competition  at  Langley.  On  July  28  we  fish  a  match 
for  three  prizes  and  a  point  in  the  cup  presented  by 
Mr.  Robinson.  Members  to  go  to  Langley  and  fish 
anywhere  in  the  canal. — H.  S.  E. 

Yaemouth  (Geeat)  Piscatoeial  Society,  the  Not 
Inn,  Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton.  —  The  third 
match  of  the  season  was  fished  at  Fritton  on  July  18, 
twenty-six  members  taking  part  therein.  The  catch, 
although  fair,  was  not  equal  to  the  last  occasion  when 
fishing  at  Fritton.  The  weight  taken  amounted  to 
1501b.  The  prize  winners  and  Foulsham  Cup  semi- 
finalists  were  Messrs.  C.  Balding  171b.  4oz. ;  E.  W. 
Buckingham  141b.  8oz. ;  L.  P.  Garrett,  131b.  4oz. ; 
H.  R.  Atkins  111b.  14oz.  Mr.  J.  H.  J.  Fortescue  was 
the  umpire,  and  had  as  his  assistant  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker. 
The  next  match  will  be  fished  at  Ormesby  on  Aug.  1. 


OUR  SUPPLEMENT. 


With  this  nxmiber  (1266)  is  presented  gratis  the 
Index  for  Vol.  XLIL— Jan.  5  to  June  29,1901. 


It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  record  the 
death  of  the  eldest  daughter  pf  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse 
(hon.  secretary  of  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society). 
She  was  much  respected  by  all  who  knew  her  in  her 
father's  business,  and  all  anglers  who  know  "Jimmy" 
will  sympathise  with  him  in  his  loss. 


In  another  page  a  portrait  and  notice  of  the  death 
of  Richard  Ghurney  appears.  I  very  much  regret 
being  unable  to  be  present  at  his  obsequies.  By  his 
death  anglers  (especially  London  anglers)  have  lost 
a  friend.  A  handsome  wreath  was  sent  by  the  Fishing 
Gazette, 


Hee  Majesty  the  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accept  a  copy  of  the  Edition  de  Luxe  of 
Mrs.  Nevill  Jackson's  "  History  of  Hand-Made  Lace," 
which  contains  actual  specimens  of  old  and  fine  laces. 


In  reading  an  account  of  a  friendly  match  between 
a  London  and  a  provincial  club  recently,  it  stated  : — 
"  They  had  a  most  delightful  broiling  in  probably 
what  will  be  termed  the  hottest  day  of  the  year,  and 
they  also  had  Tommy  Doo's  steam  launch  with  the 
worthy  Mayor  abroad,  perambulating  the  pegged-down 
swims  with  gentle  enquiries  as  to  their  success,  and  so 
the  sultry  day  lingered  on." 


Since  the  days  of  Jehu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  who, 
according  to  Biblical  history,  was  the  father  of 
charioteers,  drivers  of  vehicles  have  experienced  a 
difficulty  in  knowing  how  to  dispose  of  the  whip-lash 
when  not  in  use.    Messrs.  H.  J.  Warner  and  C.  J. 


Taylor,  of  the  Loudon  Livery  Stables,  Loudon-roadi 
have  invented  a  neat  little  shield  which  fixes  on  the 
stock  of  a  whip  with  a  rubber  band,  and  appears  to 
answer  the  purpose  admirably.  Prom  the  specimen 
forwarded  to  me  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
shield,  which  combines  simplicity  with  utility,  will  be 
of  some  value  to  fishermen,  as  it  can  be  fitted  to  the 
back  of  a  rod  and  does  its  work  without  showing  any 
tendency  to  catch  the  line  at  inconvenient  moments. 

Capital  sport  continues  to  be  enjoyed  at  Grove 
Ferry,  Stour,  Kent.  Quite  a  large  muster  of  visitors 
from  the  seaside,  also  of  London  anglers,  have  been 
fishing  here  with  satisfactory  results.  Messrs.  W. 
]\Iusgrave,  Jenkins,  Gistoume,  Matthews  and  Gomm 
have  had  capital  sport  amongst  the  roach,  all  good 
sized  fish.  I  hear  Mr.  J.  Smith  recently  had  a  good 
basket  of  roach,  eighteen  of  which  scaled  over  lib.  each. 
Weed  cutting  finished,  and  river  in  good  condition. 
Several  heavy  showers  have  freshened  water. 

Yalding,  one  of  the  prettiest  spots  in  Kent,  was  the 
scene  of  much  activity  on  July  21,  for,  in  addition  to 
the  big  competition  of  the  South  Londoners,  several 
clubs  visited ;  many  of  the  Walham  Green  Angling 
Society  were  also  astir  early ;  and  there  was  a  very 
lively  interest  taken  in  the  match  between  Mr.  W. 
Davis  (president)  and  Mr.  A.  Porter  (vice-president)  of 
the  St.  Albans  Angling  Society.  The  day  was  a 
scorching  hot  one,  and  after  fishing  some  time,  both 
catching  fish,  it  was  agreed  to  make  a  draw  of  the 
match  owing  to  the  heat,  and  fish  off  again  under 
more  favourable  conditions.  Messrs.  Donaldson,  C. 
Allan,  and  G.  Leighton  were  umpire  and  referees. 
The  S.E.R.  very  kindly  arranged  special  accommo- 
dation. 


Fish  Lines. 
A  EisH  sat  him  down  with  a  blink  to  think, 
And  dipped  his  fin  thoughtfully  into  the  ink ; 

Then  finned  this  short  note : 

"  Dear  Tommy,"  he  wrote, 
"  In  response  to  your  line  of  the  other  day 
I  hasten  to  thank  you  without  delay. 
But,  had  not  that  squirming,  delicious  young  worm 
Shown  a  set  in  his  curves  too  suspiciously  firm, 

I  might  not  be  here 

To  write  you,  my  dear. 
(What  you  may  not  believe,   'tis  so  monstrously 
queer). 

That  the  wriggler  you  sent 

With  most  kindly  intent. 
Had  swallowed  a  pin  that  was  frightfully  bent ! 
"  You  see — If  I'd  greedily  taken  a  bite. 
The  pain  and  the  shock  would  have  finished  me 
quite  ; 

So,  the  next  time  you  send, 

My  juvenile  friend. 
Just  mark  if  the  worm  has  a  natural  bend 
Ere  you  dangle  him  temptingly  down  here  to  be 
The  death  of  some  innocent  yoimg  thing  like  me." 
And  he  grinned  as  he  used  some  dry  sand  for  a 
blotter 

(Ink  dries  rather  slowly,  you  know,  under  water). 
Then  signed  it  in  haste 
\         And  sealed  it  with  paste. 
It  was  growing  quite  dark  and  he's  no  time  to 

waste. 

So  he  posted  it  slyly,  without  wasting  more, 
On  the  crest  of  a  ripple  that  ran  towards  shore ; 
Then,  shaking  his  scales  in  a  satisfied  glow. 
All  shining  and  shimmering,  sank  down  below, 
Where  he  soon  fell  asleep 
In  an  oyster  bed  deep. 

With  the  green  sheets  of  water  his  slumber  to  keep. 

St.  Nicholas. 


I  shall  not  divulge  the  author  of  the  following 
remarks,  but  they  may,  possibly,  be  useful  as  "  Hints 
to  Correspondents."  Keep  a  copy  of  all  important 
letters,  and  especially  of  all  articles  designed  for  pub- 
lication. If  you  have  not  time  to  correct  your  manu- 
scripts, keep  them  at  home  till  you  find  time.  They 
are  safer  in  your  hands  than  in  an  editor's.  When 
you  send  anything  for  publication  do  not  expect  to  see 
it  again.  You  might  as  well  expect  an  editor  to  hunt 
up  a  last  year's  snowfiake,  as  a  letter  or  article  that 
came  months  ago,  and  which  is  forgotten,  destroyed, 
or  buried  beneath  the  flood  of  matters  that  come  pour- 
ing in  upon  him  day  after  day.  But  cannot  an  editor 
return  an  article  which  he  does  not  publish  ?  Certainly, 
provided  you  wish  it  returned  the  same  day,  and 
without  being  read.  But  if  you  want  him  to  read  it  he 
must  have  time — say,  from  six  weeks  to  ten  years ;  and 
by  that  time  he  will  probably  have  so  many  impatient 
letters  to  answer  about  that  missing  manuscript  that 
he  will  not  be  likely  to  find  time  to  look  for  it  or 
examine  it.  Keep  a  copy  and  save  trouble.  Editors 
like  to  receive  appropriate  articles,  but  to  ask  them  to 
read,  preserve,  and  return  articles  which  they  do 
not  want,  never  ask  for,  and  cannot  use,  is  to  ask  them 
to  consume  their  time  and  strength  in  fruitless;  labours, 
to  the  neglect  of  their  own  proper  duties.  So,  good 
friends,  write  all  you  please,  but  be  sure  and  keep  a  copy. 


The  Lychnobite  anglers  will  journey  to  Frensham 
Pond  on  the  27th  (to-day)  for  their  annual  summer 
dinner.  All  members  to  meet  the  president  on  main 
line  (No.  1)  platform,  Waterloo-station,  at  9.40  a.m. 
Special  facilities  have  been  kindly  granted  by  the 
S.W.R.  Train  leaves  at  10.5  for  Farnham,  where 
brakes  will  be  in  waiting  to  convey  party  to  the 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel  (host  G.  Griffiths,  brother 
Lychnobite).    Be  in  time  ! 


The  first  Monday  in  August  being  Bank  Holiday 
there  will  be  no  meeting  of  the  Central  Association. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  the  first  Monday  in 
September. 

From  the  Royal  Hotel,  Portree,  Skye,  Major 
Chalmers,  of  Blairgowrie,  had  a  splendid  basket  of 
trout  recently.  In  five  hours'  fishing  he  caught  seventy- 
nine  trout— net  weight  34ilb,  average  weight  Jib.  He 
thinks  that,  given  a  good  fishing  day  and  starting  in 
good  time,  one  rod  might  easily  capture  701b.,  the 
large  loch  being  splendidly  stocked. 


A  beother  angler,  who  writes  me  that  "  he  is  com- 
pelled to  live  in  Scotland  "  (wish  I  had  a  chance  of  a 
month  or  two  with  him  !),  is  coming  up  to  London  to 
provide  for  a  rainy  day.  He  comes  every  year,  and 
always  fixes  the  date  when  Andersons'  annual  clearance 
sale  of  ladies'  spring  and  summer  waterproofs  is  on; 
He  will  see  from  an  advertisement  that  now  is  the 
time  for  genuine  bargains.  Half  price,  not  only  for 
children,  but  adults  I  Also  Andersons'  Paris  Exhibi- 
tion gentlemen's  fishing  boots,  combination  waders, 
wading  trousers,  stocking  brogues,  and  accessories  may 
be  had  at  sweeping  reductions. 


"  One  afternoon,"  says  '"R.  S.  T.'  in  Field  and 
Stream,  "  I  thought  I  would  go  down  the  river  and 
troll.  I  had  on  my  hook  a  live  minnow,  and  in  a 
little  while  had  a  strike  and  I  hooked  my  first  fish, 
which  seemed  to  be  quite  a  large  one.  I  reeled  him 
where  I  could  see  him  and  found  it  was  a  large  pike, 
twenty-five  or  thirty  inches  long.  I  pulled  him  up  to 
my  boat,  but  when  I  lifted  him  from  the  water  he  was 
as  light  as  a  feather.  I  measured  him  and  found  he 
was  just  thirty  inches  long,  and  should  have  weighed 
81b.  or  91b.  while  he  only  weighed  21b.  He  was  just 
skin  and  bones.  I  killed  him,  took  my  knife  and  cut 
him  open,  and  found  a  live  lizard,  five  inches  long,  in 
his  stomach.  The  reptile  was  as  black  as  coal  and 
very  lively,  living  twenty-four  hours  after  I  took  him 
from  his  prison." 

Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  the  noise  of  the 
"  banging ."  machinery  is  as  nothing  compared  with 
Heaven's  artillery.  'This  is  from  Thursday's  Sun: 
"  The  thunderstorm  which  raged  over  London  during 
the  greater  part  of  this  morning  and  afternoon  appears 
to  have  been  pretty  general  throughout  the  country. 
Considerable  damage  to  property  is  reported  from 
various  parts.  About  ten  minutes  past  one  in  Charing 
Cross-road  a  cab  horse  was  knocked  down  by  lightning, 
which  flashed  almost  simultaneously  with  the  peal  of 
thunder."  I  hear  that  the  Metropolitan  Railway  is 
flooded,  and  that  the  trains  are  unable  to  run. 


Of  course  I  am  sorry  for  the  horse  and  the  railway, 
but  if  it  only  puts  a  little  more  water  into  the  rivers 
it  will  save  reporters  writing  next  week — "  A  little  rain 
would  improve  matters  "  and  "If  we  have  some  rain 
good  sport  should  be  had." 


"  Thebe  is  a  Divinity 
which  shapeth  our 
ends."  This  often  refers 
to  the  pedal  teguinents, 
but  what  about  the  top 
end  below  ?  This  calls 
to  mind  what  I  learnt  at 
school,  viz.,  that  "  man 
is  a  carnivorous  animal, 
he  is  split  half-way  up, 
and  walks  on  the  split 
ends."  ■  So  is  woman  for 
the  matter  of  that  ;  at 
least,  so  we  gather  from 
pictures,  but  it  may 
explain  the  artist's  line 
of  thought.  It  is  no 
use  for  complaints  to 
arrive  as  to  its  not  being 
a  "  speaking  "  likeness. 
The  last  great  rain  has 
swollen  it  slightly,  and 
it  will  not  be  allowed  to 
grow  any  bigger.  You  will 
admit  that  the  symmetry 
is  good,  but  perhaps 
there  is  an  imusually 
grave  look  about — 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Exchange  Society  fished  their  annual  contest 
in  the  River  Severn  at  Kemsey  on  July  21  for  a 
valuable  collection  of  prizes.  The  contest  was  fished 
under  the  Association  rules,  about  sixty  members 
competing,  and  was  of  three  hours'  duration.  The 
following  are  the  chief  prize-winners  in  the  order 
named:  W.  Trinder,  A.  Dodd,  jun.,  T.  Percival,  E. 
Smith,  H.  Heath,  and  W.  Johnson.  Mr.  A.  Dodd 
took  the  heaviest  fish,  for  which  he  will  receive 
a  special  prize.  '  A  sad  incident  occurred  during 
the  day,  twenty  minutes'  after  the  contest  had 
commenced,  Mr.  C.  Guck  being  taken  with  a 
sunstroke  from  which  he  died.  The  unfortunate  man 
was  buried  on  Thursday  at  Kemsey.  He  leaves  a 
widow  and  family  to  mourn  his  loss. — The  Cromwell's 
Head  Society  fished  a  contest  in  the  canal  at  Hoppas 
■Wood  on  July  21,  when  Mr.  J.  Smith  was  returned 
the  winner. — The  Dog  and  Partridge  Club  fished  a 
contest  at  Upton  Magna  on  July  21,  when  Mr.  A.  Goode 
was  returned  the  winner.  A  large  quantity  of  fish  were 
taken  by  the  members.  This  is  the  first  contest  that 
has  been  fished  at  this  place,  and  no  doubt  other  clubs 
who  are  on  the  look  out  for  a  new  place  will  follow 
their  example.  A  large  number  of  contests  will  be 
decided  during  the  next  month,  and  on  August  !^ank 
Holiday  Monday  and  Tuesday  a  number  of  clubs  are 
down  to  visit  Pershore,  Evesham,  and  Defford,  upon 
which  occasions  the  Great  Western  and  Midland 
Companies  will  run  special  trains.  The  Small  Heath 
Club  fish  their  annual  on  Bank  Holiday  Monday  at 
Pershore,  and-  the  Highgate  Park  at  Wyre  on  Bank 
Holiday  Tuesday.  The  Canadian  Club  will  visit 
Defford  on  August  4.  Although  the  weather  has  been 
extremely  hot  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  and 
bream  have  been  had,  both  from  the  Severn  and 
Avon.  On  the  former  river,  at  Kemsey,  baskets 
of  roach  from  eight  to  ten  pounds  have  been  very 
common.  Bream  fishing  on  the  Avon  has  again  been 
excellent,  from  Stratford  right  down  to  Tewkesbury. 
At  Luddington  the  members  of  the  St.  Stephens  Club 
have  been  having  some  fine  catches  of  bream  ;  twenty 
pounds  per  rod  has  been  common.  Some  fine  fish 
have  been  taken  in  the  Pershore  district  early  in  the 
morning,  stewed  wheat  being  the  bait  used.  We  have 
had  a  very  agreeable  change  in  the  weather  ;  it  is  now 
much  cooler,  and  we  have  had  a  splendid  fall  of  rain, 
which  should  make  angling  much  more  agreeable. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  tropical  heat  which  prevailed  last  week  quite 
upset  angling  arrangements,  and  very  few  sportsmen 
ventured  out  during  the  middle  of  the  day.  On 
Monday,  however,  there  was  a  welcome  break  in  the 
weather,  and  intermittent  showers  of  rain  fell  through- 
out the  night,  thus  greatly  refreshing  vegetation,  which 
was  badly  suffering  for  want  of  moisture.  Although 
the  downpour  was  not  heavj-  enough  to  make  any 
appreciable  difference  to  the  condition'  of  the  streams, 
the  cooler  weather  (ihe  temperature  was  only  sixty-five 
degrees  on  Tuesday)  has  made  angling  not  only 
pleasant  but  enjoyable.  Many  votaries  of  the  gentle 
art  have  been  out  on  the  Witham,  '-ipecially  on  the 
lower  reaches  where  bream  continue  to  afford  remark- 
able sport.  On  the  lengths  between  Anton  Gowts  and 
the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston  some  leviathan  fish  have 
been  captured — one  or  two  going  over  61b.  apiece. 
Although  the  lengths  at  Dogdyke  have  also  afforded 
successful  sport  amongst  bream,  little  has  been  done 
in  this  particular  branch  on  the  middle  reaches. 
Roach  fishing,  however,  has  improved,  and  creed  wheat 
and  paste  baits  have  accounted  for  some  good  baskets 
in  the  Tattershall  and  Kirkstead  districts.  The  Mount 
Pleasant  drain,  which  yielded  such  extraordinarily  good 
sport  all  through  last  season,  but  which  fished  in- 
differently at  the  commencement  of  this,  is  now 
recovering  itself,  and  many  good  "  takes  "  are  recorded 
this  week.  The  Forty-foot  is  too  weedy  to  admit  of 
much  being  done  amongst  the  magnificent  roach  which 
its  waters  contain,  except  at  certain  points  of  the  river. 
Donington  Bridge  is  one  resort  where  anglers  may  rely 
on  a  fairly  clear  swim,  and  here,  moreover,  there  are 
excellent  facilities  for  ground-baiting.  Welland  anglers 
are  doing  well  in  the  Deeping  district.  With  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  cooler  weather  and  an  occasional 
shower,  coarse  fishing  should  soon  be  at  its  best. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  matches  have  been  decided  by  our  local 
angling  societies  during  the  past  week,  and  the  rivers 
Ancholme,  Hull,  Ludd,  and  the  Market  Weighton 
canal  visited;  considering  the  hot  weather  that 
has  prevailed  recently,  sport  has  been  fairly  good  in 
most  quarters,  but  on  account  of  the  weather  the  fish 
have  only  been  small.  The  Hull  Wednesday  Anglers 
met  at  Brigg  to  decide  their  annual  President's  match, 
and  had  very  good  spert,  Mr.  W.  Chapman  taking  the 
first  prize  with  101b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  O.  Barrick,  second, 


91b.  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  S.  King,  third,  71b.  C^oz. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  B.  Lawrence,  fourth,  61b.  14oz.  *rMe  Hull  Corpor- 
ation Employees  A. S.  journeyed  to  Newport,  and  fished 
their  third  match  of  the  season  on  the  Market  Weighton 
canal  with  the  following  result  Mr.  C.  H.  Clarkson 
first  prize  with  41b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  Gledhill,  second, 
41b.  6ioz.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Wilkinson,  third,  :-ilb.  5oz. 
The  Holderness  Angling  Association  also  visited  New- 
port on  July  18,  and  decided  their  second  match,  Mr. 
G.  Addey  being  first  prize  winner  with  -^Ib.  7:Joz.;  and 
Mr.  B.  Shearsmith  second,  with  31b.  6oz.  ;  and  at  the 
Brunswick  Angling  Society  match,  at  the  same  place, 
Mr.  E.  Breaker  took  the  first  prize  with  31b.  5Joz. 
Sport  has  much  improved  on  the  river  Hull  since  the 
storm  on  July  21,  yet,  fon  the  top  stretches,  more 
rain  is  needed  before  they  will  be  in  good  trim,  either 
for  trout  or  roach  fishing,  but  in  the  tidal  waters 
during  the  present  week  some  very  good  catches  of 
roach  have  been  made  by  fishing  the  deep  waters  with 
paste. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

In  the  All-England  open  match  in  the  canal  at 
Leigh  on  Saturday  last,  the  following  were  the  prize- 
winners :  Messrs.  H.  Mailing,  J.  Belshaw,  jun.,  R. 
Bolderson,  W.  Kinley,  R.  Summer,  B.  Benson,  R. 
Melling,  P.  Green,  J.  Heywood,  J.  Howcroft,  and 
J.  Wilcock.  The  referees  in  the  great  match  at 
Nantwich  have  decided  on  a  principle  to  work 
the  match  on  August  17  which  makes  Nant- 
wich the  centre,  and  three  and  a  half  miles  each 
side  the  water  to  be  used.  No  doubt  the  officials  are 
doing  their  best  to  work  the  match,  but  to  draw  in  the 
town  and  then  have  a  long  walk  is  a  mistake.  The 
plan  of  sections  as  used  by  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
in  their  contests  saves  a  lot  of  unnecessary  worry  and 
useless  walking.  To  expect  working  men  to  get  to 
Crewe  by  1.4.5  is  a  mistake  which  will  tell  against  the 
entry.  Pull  details  of  this  great  event  are  published. 
The  Junior  Championship  at  Worsley  on  Saturday 
last  produced  a  record  entry,  and  resulted  in  a  dead 
heat  for  premier  honours,  two  totals  being  exactly 
alike,  both  in  weight  and  number  of  fish.  Messrs.  J. 
Dyson,  Manchester,  and  J.  Brett,  Atherton,  divide  the 
honours  of  first  and  second.  A  pleasing  item  was  the 
success  of  J.  Nixon,  aged  ten,  a  little  cripple,  who 
came  seventh  in  a  list  of  twenty-six  prize  winners. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Matches  and  contests  are  the  order  of  the  day  in 
this  city,  and  although  the  drought  has  seriously 
interfered  with  sport,  our  locals  manage  to  get  in  a 
fair  amount  of  enjoyment.  The  Bradford  Total 
Abstinence  Angling  Club  report  two  items— one  the 
senior  and  the  other  the  jimior  departments  of  their 
society,  both  fished  in  the  CP. A. A.  canal  at  Marple, 
all  prizes  being  won,  but  the  sport  anything  but  good. 
The  prize  winners  are :  Messrs.  Hill,  Hanson, 
Davies,  Broadhurst,  Clough,  Lancaster,  Sellar, 
Scollins,  Whitham,  Blease,  Hall,  Adams,  Jones  and 
Yates.  The  Bank  of  England  Angling  Society  opened 
at  Staines  last  week  end  and  awarded  their  six  prizes 
as  follows  : — Messrs.  Chadwick,  Farrand,  Lane,  Roe- 
buck, Brown  and  Jones,  for  fair  weights.  The  George 
Angling  Society,  who  appear  to  run  their  club  on 
high  -  class  lines,  have  just  disposed  of  three 
valuable  prizes  in  their  trout  waters  at  Diggle 
as  follows  : — President's  Challenge  Cup  and  gold 
medal  won  by  Arthur  Phillips,  gold  centre  medal, 
John  Pugh;  silver  medal,  Alfred  Charlesworth, 
junr.,  all  three  successes  being  by  juveniles.  The 
Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  fished  their  second 
match  at  Irlam,  and  awarded  two  prizes  to  Jlessrs. 
R.  Leigh  and  C.  E.  Henshall.  Mr.  Davenport  of  this 
club  has  had  a  nice  perch  of  lib.  lOoz.  in  private 
waters. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  fair  quantity  of  rain  fell  on  Wednesday,  and  more 
would  do  a  power  of  good  as  regards  bringing  on  a  rise 
of  the  Trent,  and  so  cleansing  the  bed  of  the  river, 
which  contains  hugh  masses  of  weeds  land  other 
hindrances  to  the  angler.  Barbel  have  been  caught 
in  the  Holme  Pierrepont  length  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Hobson, 
Mr.  A.  Sewell,  Mr.  G.  Spinks,  and  other  subscribers, 
and  a  few  have  been  landed  from  the  bank 
adjoining  Colwick  Rectory.  Above,  Mr.  S.  Pogson 
and  Mr.  E.  Robinson  have  creeled  chub  with  the  wasp 
grub.  These  are  now  on  the  market,  and  using  them 
from  a  punt  between  Gunthorpe  Bridge  and  Hovering- 
ham  Ferry,  Mr.  W.  WooUey  and  friends  have  creeled 
something  like  561b.  Seven  of  2^1b.  each  have  been 
got  with  worm  by  Mr.  P.  Wilson,  who,  on  a  later 
occasion,  caught,  amongst  others,  one  of  31b.  7oz. 
At  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills  the  subscribers 
appear  to  have  fared  indifferently  amongst 
barbel.  Creed  wheat,  gentles,  and  wasp  grubs  have, 
however,  been  used  with  varjing  success  amongst 
roach,  dace,  and  chub,  and  ledger  adepts  have  secured 
a  goodly  number  of  eels  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob- 
worm. Membersof  the  Nottingham  Anglers' Association 
have  engaged  in  a  couple  of  pegged-dewn  matches  on 
their  leased  waters  at  Sawley.  In  the  first,  for  which 
seven  prizes  were  given,  the  winners  were ; — 1st, 
J.  Wilson ;  2nd,  W.  F.  Wright ;  3rd,  J.  Townsend  • 


4th,  H.  Brealey;  5th,  T.  Skidmore;  Gth,  W.  Walker; 
7th,  C.  Barker.  Twenty-two  fished,  and  in  the  second 
competition  forty-two  tried  conclusions  for  fourteen 
prizes.  These  were  secured  in  the  order  nanjed :— C.  Tye, 
1st;  W.  Bailey,  2nd  (also  special  prize  for  heaviest  fisll 
killed) ;  W.  Woolley,  3rd  ;  J.  Lowater,  jun.,  4th  •  E 
Turner,  5th ;  T.  Morris  and  H.  Herrod  tied,  Gth  and 
7th  ;  K.  Blackmorc,  8th  ;  S.  Newton,  0th  ;  H.  Smith, 
10th;  A.  Hickling,  11th;  J.  Beardsiev,  jun.,  12th;  T. 
Taylor,  13th;  K.  Batchford,  14th.  Fly  fishers  have 
scored  amongst  chub  and  dace  at  Shardlow,  Clifton, 
Wilfoid,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Hoveriiigham,  Fiskcrton,' 
and  Kelham.  ' 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  heavy  rains  we  have  experienced  have  not  done 
the  waters  so  much  good  as  was  hoped,  the  ground 
having  thirstily  sucked  in  the  greater  part  of  tlie  down- 
pour, still  the  rivers  and  drains  have  benefited, 
and  in  some  instances  the  fishing  has  improved.' 
Boston  continues  to  keep  up  its  reputation,  and  both 
at  Cowbridge  and  Mount  Pleasent  sport  of  a  high 
class  has  been  enjoyed.  At  this  particular  time  tench 
are  very  takal)le  in  this  discrict,  and  some  capital 
fish  have  been  secured,  varying  from  IJlb.  to 
31b.  Roach  are  in  splendid  triiri.  Round  Brigg 
there  has  not  been  much  doing,  and  the  Witham 
and  the  Trent  want  a  long,  steady  downfall  to  clear 
them  out  before  they  will  afford  anything  like  their 
true  sport.    They  will  come  in  for  use  later. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  for  the  last  few  days  has  been  much 
more  pleasant,  the  wind  has  gone  round  to  the  N.W., 
and  the  temperature  much  lower.  To-day,  July  24', 
we  are  having  a  nice  refreshing  rain  which  we 'trust 
will  continue  for  a  day  or  two ;  it  will  be  of  the  greatest 
beriefit  to  vegetation  and  will  refresh  our  streams 
which  are  all  exceedingly  low.  Some  fair  trout  fishing 
has  been  had  during  the  week  by  a  few  anglers 
with  the  maggot,  worm,  and  fly,  a  few  grayling 
were  also  taken  and  some  good  dace  on  the  Teme. 
The  Worcester  Working  :\Ien's  Club  had  their  first 
contest  in  the  Avon  at  Twynny  Fleet,  which  was 
very  successful  and  well  attended.  The  water 
was  run  off  considerably  for  the  purpose  of  mending 
one  of  the  locks  on  the  river  and  made  fishing 
difficult.  IMr.  Sid  Robinson  won  first  prize  (51b° 
3oz.),  E.  Hill  second  (41b.  8oz.),  A.  Pitt  third.  The 
Upton-on-Severn  Club  had  a  contest  on  Wednesday, 
July  17,  on  their  club  water  at  Hanley  Quay 
on  the  Severn,  their  first  competition.  Mr.  Walton 
won  first  prize,  Mr.  C.  Evans  second,  F.  Whicesides 
third,  Mr.  J.  Gibbs  winning  the  "  Daddy  Ruft'e  "  prize. 
It  was  a  four-hour  peg-down  contest,  the  weather  very 
hot.  This  same  club  had  another  contest  on  Saturdav 
afternoon  last,  but  sport  was  almost  nil.  The  Jolly 
Gardeners  Angling  Club,  Evesham,  had  their  first  com- 
petition on  the  Avon  at  Offenham.  Mr.  Rock  won  the 
cup  with  SJoz.  of  fish,  and  there  was  £1  10s.  in  addition 
to  the  cup  ;  Mr.  Denwick  won  second  prize,  tl  Is., 
with  7oz. ;  Messrs.  Cook  and  Huxley  caught  Hoz.  of 
fish  and  took  two  prizes— third,  17s.  Cd.  and  fourth, 
12i5.  6d.  ;  Mr.  F.  Hale  won  the  fifth  prize,  10s.  6d., 
with  fish  weighing  2oz.  Much  amusement  was  caused 
by  the  weighing  in. 

FROM   YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  nineteenth  annual  angling  match  of  the  Thirsk 
and  Sowerby  Angling  Association  took  place  in  the 
River  Swale,  near  Catton  Village.  Thirsk,  on  July  10. 
Forty-four  competitors  took  part.  The  waters  were 
low,  but  a  larger  weight  of  fish  than  was  expected 
was  caught.  There  were  six  money  prizes,  in 
value  £10.  —  The  Harrowgate  Angling  Association 
held  their  yearly  fishing  contest  in  the  club's 
fishing  preserves  on  the  River  Nidd  at  Walshford 
Bridge  on  July  22.  There  was  a  good  number  of 
competitors,  nearly  all  of  whom  caught  fish,  although 
the  water  was  in  a  bad  condition.  The  winner  of  the 
silver  challenge  cup  was  Mr.  Oliver,  Leeds,  with  41b. 
9oz. ;  Mr.  Grimshaw,  Leeds,  second,  41b.  loz.  ;  Mr. 
Pickersgill,  Leeds,  third.  The  visitors'  prize  was  won 
by  Mr,  Calvert,  of  Harrogate.  The  York  Cattle  Market 
A.S.  fished  their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Elvingtoa 
on  July  20  in  delightful  weather,  the  drought  notwith- 
standing. There  was  an  exceptionally  good  prize  list,  Mr. 
W.  Newby  with  41b.  lioz.  heading  the  winners.  The  York 
Confectionery  Comp.my's  Angling  Association  fished 
their  second  match  of  the  season  on  Monday  (July  22), 
at  West  Cottingwiih.  The  catches  were  somewhat 
small.  Out  of  twenty-four  competitors,  sixteen 
weighed  in. 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  .\XD  PILLS.  Diseases  and 
casualties  incidental  to  youth  nia.v  l)e  safely  treated  l>y  the  use 
(if  these  excellent  Medicaments  according  to  the  printed  liiree- 
tions  folded  round  each  i>ot  and  l)o.\.  Nor  is  this  Ointment  alone 
apiilicahle  to  external  ailments  ;  conjointly  with  the  Pills  it 
exercises  the  most  salutary  intluence  in  checkinj;  inllaninmlions 
situated  in  the  interior  of  the  body  ;  when  niMieil  upon  the  hack 
and  chest  it  gives  the  most  sensible  relief  in  asthma,  liii.nchitis. 
pleurisy,  and  threatening  consumption,  llolloway  s  remedies 
are  especially  servieeahle  in  liver  an<i  stomach  complaints.  Kor 
the  cure  of  had  lejis,  all  sorts  of  wounds,  sores,  and  likewise 
scrofula  and  scorliutic  altections,  this  ointment  products  a 
cooling  and  S(X)thin^'  tVelin    most  acceptable  to  the  sufferer 
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vrere  taken  in  1898  on  one  of  our  Single  Gut  Salmon  Casts  such  as  we  are  selling  at  6/6  each. 


were  taken  in  1896  on  one  of  our  Trout  Casts.    The  highest  evidence  of  quality  and  durability 
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iloics  from  f^c  ilorf^. 

If  we  get  a  flood  just  now  the  grilse  season  is 
saved,  but  otherwise  it  will  frizzle  out.  Even  on  the 
coast  fishermen  are  lamenting  their  absence. 

The  Newburgh  Arms  is  full.  This  is  a  sign  of  the 
"  Twelfth,"  but  finnocli  of  the  most  silvery  kind  is  got 
there  when  nowhere  else.  I  went  along  on  Monday 
and  had  a  shot  at  them.  Six  in  the  course  of  an  hour, 
all  to  the  Silver  Peacock — good  fly  to  this  place. 

"  Where  can  I  get  sea-trout  angling  during  August  ?  " 
is  a  query  constantly  turning  up.  For  a  certainty  on 
the  west  coast,  Shetland,  and  the  Sutherlandshire 
lochs  during  August.  There  is  also  a  fair  chance  in 
most  of  the  tidal  rivers  on  the  east  coast,  but  much 
depends  on  the  weather.  A  spate  would  bring  them  up. 

A  friend  of  mine  writes  me :  "It  has  now  been 
proved  that  salmon  do  feed  in  fresh  water" — the  old 
song,  but  let  us  to  our  muttons — "  and  parties  who 
dispute  this  will  have  to  controvert  the  fact  that  some 
of  our  foremost  histologists  have  frequently  discovered 
remains  of  great  feasts  in  the  alimentary  canals  of 
salmon  caught  in  fresh  waters." 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


A  good  shot  at  a  whale  was  obtained  the  other  day 
near  the  rocks  at  Caithness  Bay.  It  was  basking  in 
the  sun,  and  a  local  angler,  who  is  also  a  Volunteer, 
made  it  a  target  for  his  Lee-Metford  rifle.  Its  blubber 
was  li  incb  thick. 


Neither  salmon  nor  grilse  are  coming  on  to  the  east 
coast  with  the  force  they  should  do  at  this  season  to 
ensure  a  successful  autumn  fishing. 


Mr.  Grace  baa  arrived  at  Finzean.  He  and  his 
party  cover  the  Commonty  and  Carlogie  waters.  Mr. 
Nicol  reserves  for  himself  the  Ballogie  reach. 


The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  slipped  quietly  north 
on  Sunday  night.  After  three  weeks  the  Duchess  will 
be  salmon  fishing  on  the  Dee.  She  will  be  into  the 
heart  of  the  summer  migration,  which  is  just  moving 
into  her  waters.  Special  Scotch. 


Mr.  G.  Llovd  presided  at  Tuesday  evening's  meeting 
(July  23),  only  a  small  number  of  members  being 
present.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  showed  a  handsome  tray  of 
fish  taken  from  the  river  Kennet,  including  a  chub  of 
41b.,  some  large  roach  and  fair  perch.  He  had  on 
another  day  sixteen  roach  from  Grove  Ferry,  which  is 
now  yielding  well.  Mr.  J.  P.  West  had  visited  the  river 
Lark  taking  a  number  of  fine  dace  and  roach,  sinking 
and  drawing  the  oaddis  bait,  some  of  the  roach  weigh- 
ing quite  a  pound— the  largest  dace  lOoz.  The  fish 
were  not  rising  to  the  fly,  so  the  other  method  of 
fishing  was  adopted.  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  captured 
a  nice  lot  of  chub,  etc.,  with  the  fly,  on  the  River  Lea. 
Messrs.  Hicks,  Gill,  and  Gonnellan,  dace  from  Hertford  ; 
Mr.  Gill  also  on  another  day,  61b.  of  roach  from  the 
Kennet;  Mr.  Jakes  small  chub  from  the  Kennet, 
Mr.  J.  Dryden,  whiting  and  pouting  from  Margate, 
where  there  are  sgme  good  bass  just  now,  one  of 
101b.  being  recently  captured,  also  mullet  beheath 
the  jetty.  Mr.  Dryden  reported  that  the  fishing 
from  the  pier  at  Clacton  is  very  good.  Mr.  G. 
Lloyd  five  chub  from  private  waters,  two  being 
retained.  River  reported  very  weedy.  There  will  be 
a  committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  p.m.  A, 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  proceedings. 

J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  p.  J.  HUDD  was  our  chairman  on  Wednesday, 
Julj  24.  The  ordinary  business  was  transacted,  and 
the  library  rules,  tastefully  printed,  were  distributed. 
The  hon.  librarian,  in  a  risimiA  of  his  work  in  the 
short  time  during  which  he  has  held  the  appoint- 
ment, reported  that  the  library  had  started  most 
auspiciously.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held 
next  Wednesday  evening,  at  8.30,  to  decide 
matters  in  connection  with  a  private  fishery.  Mr. 
J agels  reported  fishing  at  Margate  with  meagre  results. 
Mr.  Attwood  reported  carp  up  to  31b.  7oz.  Mr.  Ward, 
carp  up  to  4Jlb.    Mr.  Dunn,  perch  and  jack  from  the 


Ouse,  and  he  had  an  exciting  encounter  with  a  passing 
skiff,  which  he  hooked,  but  which  broke  away  aftef 
twelve  seconds'  play.  Mr.  Shaw,  dace  up  to  lOoz.,  and 
roach  up  to  lib.,  from  our  Thatcham  fishery.  Mr. 
Berry  recorded  some  nice  tench,  and  Mr.  Whitbread 
was  to  the  fore  with  some  magnificent  rudd — nearly 
301b.  in  all,  seven  fish  weighing  141b.,  the  largest  2|lb. 

G.  W. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  principal  toijic  discussed  at  Monday's  meeting, 
Major  Graham  Gordon  presiding,  was  the  summer 
diimer  held  at  Newbury  on  Saturday,  July  20.  'A 
marquee  was  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the  "Cottage," 
and  Mrs.  Baxter  surpassed  all  previous  efforts  in  the 
excellency  of  the  repast  submitted  to  the  record  com- 
pany which  supported  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  the 
chairman  of  the  interesting  function.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  took  the  vice-chair,  and  it  was  the  freely- 
expressed  opinion  of  all  present  that  the  dinner  was 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the 
society.  Several  toasts  were  submitted,  commencing 
with  that  of  "  the  King,"  in  connection  with  which 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  had  the  great  pleasm-e  of  in- 
forming his  audience  that  he  had  just  been  appointed 
bookseller  and  bookbinder  to  his  Majesty  King 
Edward  VII.  Members  were  not  slow  to  convey 
their  warmest  congratulations  to  their  most  popular 
colleague  upon  such  a  signal  mark  of  the  Royal 
favour  conferred  on  him.  The  society  was,  of  course, 
toasted,  the  visitors  (Captain  Lawford  responding), 
the  chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  Mrs.  Baxter,  special 
praise  being  accorded  the  worthy  hostess  of  the 
"  Swan  "  for  the  admirable  dinner  put  upon  the  table. 
At  Monday's  meeting  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  had  presided  over  the  dinner. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  ordinary  meeting  of  members  will  he  resumed 
on  Wednesday,  -July  31,  and  thenceforward  continued 
weekly,  except  that  there  will  be  no  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  August  7,  being  the  Wednesday  after 
Bank  Holiday.  W.  H.  W.  Gbove, 

Commander  R.N.,  Secretary. 


Corresponbence, 

[We  do  7iot  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


CLEAN  AND  UNCLEAN  SALMON. 

Deae  Sie, — When  I  sent  to  you  the  valuable  points 
on  the  above  for  insertion  in  your  Fishing  Gazette  you 
did  not  publish  them  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  eight 
or  nine  months  since  I  sent  them  away.  Will  you 
be  so  kind  as  to  state  such,  then  Mr.  Leslie  will  see 
the  cause  thereof.  They  were  sent  in  answer  to  one 
who  signed  himself  "  Scotch  Reel,"  not  for  discussion 
merely.  I  could  defend  any  angler  in  any  Court  of 
law,  and  win  his  case,  on  points  which  I  have  described. 
Your  correspondent  keeps  out  some  of  the  points. 
Why  has  he  done  so  ? 

Question  1.  A  baggot  salmon,  grilse,  or  salmon- 
trout  are  considered  clean  by  the  Court  of  Justice, 
which  was  held  at  Kelso  on  Tweed  about  twenty  years 
ago.  The  Judge  asked  the  question,  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  saliQon  fishermen  nearly  on  Tweedside. 
What  are  baggots  (the  three  kinds,  inark  you) — fish 
full  of  spawn  (clean  fish)  ?  Yes,  was  the  answer  to  a 
man.  What  are  unclean  fish — spawned  fish,  foul  fish, 
kelts  not  fit  for  food ;  is  that  so  ?  Yes,  was  the 
answer  given. 

Then  in  the  future  all  baggots  can  be  taken,  but  all 
kelts  must  be  returned  to  the  river  again.  This 
is  genuine.  (Question). — How  can  a  spawned  fish  be 
baggy  or  full  when  it  has  spawned  ?  I  know  not  who 
Mr.  Pennell  is,  or  was,  but  this  point  would  have  put 
him  into  the  shade  I  think.  Again,  no  one  can  get  an 
unclean  fish  before  it  has  spawned.  Therefore  it  is 
bound  to  be  baggy  or  full  beforehand. 

Question  4.  1  have  never  found  the  white  worm  or 
maggot  under  the  gill-covers  of  the  kelt.  The  kelt  is 
judged  by  the  outside  appearance,  especially  the  vent 
(no  hands  should  be  allowed  to  be  put  on  a  kelt  when 
a  bailiff  comes  upon  an  angler),  the  proper  mode  of 
judging.  Of  course,  the  redness  and  inflammation  dies 
away,  and  the  vent  heals  up  again  to  its  natural  size 
four  or  five  months  after  it  has  spawned.  That  is  the 
way  an  angler  can  be  taken  in  with  an  unclean  fish,  as 
I  have  pointed  out  already. 

Question  5.  So  much  the  better  for  any  angler  if  he 
can  find  out  points  to  settle  his  own  case.  I  say,  well 
done,  bravo  !  A  clean  fish  has  a  greater  vitality  about 
him  than  a  kelt.  He  soon  lets  one  know  that  when 
he  is  hooked.  Salmon  net  fishermen  also  judge  him 
by  his  vent. 

Question  6.  I  never  mentioned  spawned  fish  when  I 
quoted  kipper  salmon  and  kipper  grilse  male.  Point 
out  what  are  salmon  and  grilse  but  red  fish,  of  course, 
unspawned,  and  they  are  baggots  and  full  fish  into  the 
bargain  and  can  be  taken  for  curing  purposes.  No 
sane  person  would  think  of  curing  kelts,  salmon,  or 
grilse,  being  as  they  are  in  an  unclean  state,  and  the 
law  is  against  them.  Acts  of  Parliamejit  are  no  judge 
of  fish  but  humanity. 

Mt.  L.  wishes  to  know  where  a  kelt  wears  its  aft 
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pectoral  fins  on  its  body.  The  first  pair  of  fins  below 
its  gills  of  course.  They  are  coEomonly  called  paddle 
fins  on  Tweedside  (that  is  so).  If  Mr.  L.  is  an  angler 
he  ought  to  know  this  before  now.  He  also  wishes  to 
know  the  difference  between  a  salmon  trout  and  a  sea- 
trout.  (1)  Whitling  is  the  first  stage  of  the  salmon 
trout,  l^lb.  to  21b.  in  weight.  (2)  Bull  trout  41b.  to 
51b.  in  weight.  I  (3)  Sea-trout  or  salmon-trout  all  have 
the  square  tail  or  straight,  and  there  is  no  difference. 
Call  them  what  you  like.  The  average  weight  is  151b. 
If  Mr.  L.  looks  at  two  salmon — male  and  female — 
he  will  see  the  gib  on  the  under  jaw  of  one  and  not 
on  the  other.  That  is  the  only  mark  on  the  outside 
—  from  a  fishy  standpoint  —  to  go  by.  Cut  them 
open  if  you  can  get  them,  and  let  me  know  if  I  am 
wrong,  please. 

Salmon  and  grilse  have  forked  tails — tliat  is  a  fact. 
Bull  trout  and  sea-trout  are  only  by-names  for  the 
salmou-trout  if  it  comes  to  a  knotty  or  prickly  point 
of  view  ;  they  all  have  the  square  or  straight  tails 
— then  there  cannot  be  any  difference.  I  have  dis- 
cussed through  my  native  weekly  newspaper,  the 
Berwick  Advertiser,  "Are  Grilse  Young  Salmon?" 
and  I  have  given  ample  proof  that  grilse  does  not 
change  nor  become  salmon,  and  won  on  two  points 
the  discussion  of  1897  and  1898,  the  smolt  question 
also,  and  several  other  articles.  I  have  been  trained 
by  an  old  angler  of  sixty  years'  practical  experience, 
both  with  net  and  rod,  on  Tweedside,  my  native 
place,  who  defeated  three  hundred  gentlemen  at  the 
Bridge  of  Allan  about  the  year  1852.  I  only  wrote 
the  article  on  behalf  of  my  fellow  anglers  for  them  to 
keep  their  eyes  open  when  the  bailiffs  come  near  them 
at  the  back  end  of  the  year,  such  as  Mr.  Hardy's  case 
at  Newcastle-on-Tyne ;  his  fish  was  a  clean  one,  and 
yet  he  was  fined.  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company's  solicitors,  or  of  any  man  in 
England  or  Scotland,  judge  or  barrister,  in  Court  or 
on  platform,  on  behalf  of  my  fellows  who  use  the 
weapon  rod  like  myself.  I  hope  Mr.  L.  will  let  me 
know  if  he  is  satisfied, — Yours  truly,    John  Peecy. 

Gateshead. 

[If  Mr.  Percy  knows  that  the  grilse  is  not  a  salmon 
he  knows  too  much  for  us.  What  the  law  ought  to 
protect  is  the  fish  full  of  spawn  ;  when  it  has  spawned 
its  protection  is  not  half  so  important. — Ed.] 


WHEN  DO  RAINBOW  TROUT  SPAWN. 
Deae  Sie, — Could  you  kindly  infoim  me  at  what 
age  and  about  what  weight  rainbows  spawn,  and  if 
they  thrive  in  water  that  gets  frozen  over  ? — Yours 
truly,  P.  Leslie. 


A  NOTE  FROM  NORWAY. 
Sie,— So  far  I  have  not  heard  that  there  has  been 
any  response  to  what  you  were  good  enough  to  term 
my  "  refreshingly  frank  advertisement."  If  the  cause 
be  that  anglers  are  realising  the  risk  of  taking  the 
autumn  fishing  on  very  early  rivers,  and,  above  all, 
in  taking  water  in  provinces  like  this  of  Sondre 
Bergenhuus,  where  there  are  fewer  close  days  than  in 
others,  one  can  but  welcome  the  return  to  common- 
sense  ;  but  if  it  be  that  they  require  highly-seasoned 
statements  referring  to  other  sections  of  the  same 
river,  or  to  one  good  year  in  ten,  the  cause  is  less 
satisfactory. 

Sport  continues  deplorably  bad  here,  and  the  prospect 
is  no  better  for  the  future.  A  report  to  me  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Evanger  Fishery  Board  states  that 
there  have  been,  and  are,  extremely  few  salmon  show- 
ing in  the  fjords  of  this  province.  This  is  the  more 
disgTisting,  as  it  appears  to  have  been  a  productive 
year,  and  as  large  quantities  of  salmon  have  reached 
the  Bergen  market,  coming  probably  from  districts  in 
which,  for  years  past,  there  have  been  three  days'  close 
time  per  week,  and  where  fish  have  had  a  chance. 

It  should  be  understood  that  though  the  total  length 
in  a  direct  line  of  the  province  is  only  one  hundred 
miles,  the  countless  islands  and  straits  give,  for 
netting,  coast  frontages  of  very  many  thousands  of 
miles. — Yours  sincerelJ^  Edwaed  Stuedy. 

Evanger,  July  14. 


FISHING  IN  THE  EVANGER  RIVER,  NORWAY. 

Deae  Sib, — Through  the  vagaries  of  the  Bergen 
post,  or  other  cause,  my  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week 
has  been  delayed  three  and  a  half  days,  which  leaves 
me  little  time  to  reply  to  Mr.  Sandeman's  letter.  If 
his  first  communication  to  you  had  been  to  the  same 
effect  as  his  later — namely,  that  his  expression,  "  i 
have  fished  the  Evanger  for  three  j-ears  "  meant  that 
one  of  those  years  consisted  of  "about  a  week  "  and 
another  of  fifteen  days,  and  that  he  was  only  giving 
the  result  of  his  own  experience  of  the  best  bank  from 
which  to  fish  Saghoug — you  would  not  have  been 
troubled  with  this  correspondence  ;  but  I  would  remind 
him  that  he  wrote  that  the  south  side  of  that  pool  was 
''  not  worth  fishing." 

Not  only  was  this  statement  abundantly  disproved 
in  the  recent  action,  but  a  guest  at  the  hotel,  casting 
from  the  south  bank,  has  this  summer  hooked  four 
fish  there  within  about  as  many  days.  He  was  using 
tackle  much  too  light  for  such  fish  and  such  water, 
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and  of  six  fish  booked  he  broke  in  five,  landing  only 
one. 

On  the  lower  joint  water,  of  which  Mr.  Sandeman's 
book  speaks  so  grandiloquently,  "  the  angler  is  certain 
to  enjoy  some  fine  sport  on  it,"  etc.,  the  angler  has  not 
touched  or  seen  so  much  as  a  sea-trout,  though  he  has 
gone  over  it  daily  from  bank  and  boat. 

I  observe  that  Jlr.  Sandcman  does  not  inform  us 
what  influenced  him  to  warn  fisheniutn  against  the 
danger  of  paying  nothing  for  their  fishing,  while  he 
gives  no  warning  to  those  who  pay  extravagant  sums 
for  autumn  fishing  in  early  rivers— a  caution  likely  to 
be  much  more  useful  and  very  much  more  needed. 

Sport  is  worse  than  I  have  over  known  it ;  the 
weather  continues  dry,  the  snow  is  getting  exhausted, 
and  no  new  fish  are  running.  Without  rain  the  fishing 
later  must  be  worthless.  As  it  looks,  I  almost  hope 
my  late  water  may  not  be  taken,  in  which  case  I  shall 
give  it  to  the  hotel  to  do  its  best  with. — Yours  truly, 

Evanger,  July  19.  Edward  Sturdy. 


THE  BUSTARD. 
Dear  Sir, — As  "  Brown  Owl  "  asks  for  information 
as  to  the  natural  history  of  the  bustard,  I  may  say 
that  in  the  early  days  of  my  following  that  fascinating 
pursmt  I  sent  a  pair  of  the  moths,  a  red  one  and  a 
white  one,  which  I  caught  in  copula,  to  the  naturalist 
editor  of  the  Field,  wlio  identified  them  as  the  ghost- 
moth,  the  white  being  the  female.  The  brown 
bustard  is  an  imitation  of  some  other  moth,  not  the 
ghost-moth.  I  never  had  much  faith  in  the  brown 
one,  and  had  the  best  sport  with  a  washed-out  red  one 
— almost  a  dirty  yellow. — Yours  truly,  Grkta. 


Dear  Sir, — Enclosed  extract  from  some  rotes  of 
mine  in  the  Weekly  Post  may  be  useful  as  a  supplement 
to  "Brown's  Owl's"  capital  article  in  the  Fishing 
Ga«e<fe  on  " Fishing  the  Bustard.''  "Brown  Owl"  is 
wrong  in  supposing  the  white  bustards  to  be  the 
females. 

[Here  is  the  extract  kindly  sent  by  Mr.  W.  Carter 
Platts,  for  which  we  are  much  obliged,  and  hope  to 
hear  soon  of  his  recovery  from  his  accident. — Ed.] 

"  Now,  when  through  the  midnight  watches  the 
light  hangs  low  over  the  northern  hills,  but  never 
quite  departs  save  with  a  cloudy  sky,  the  sun  no  sooner 
sinks  in  the  north-west  than  the  twilit  meadows  are 
full  of  the  white  flutterings  of  the  ghost-moths — the 
white  bustards  of  the  North-country  angler.  Seem- 
ingly aimlessly  they  hang  hoveringly  in  their  satiny 
white  stoles  over  the  tall  waving  grasses  like  restless 
spirits  out  of  employment.  Scientifically  they  are  the 
males  of  the  species  Hcpialus  hiunuli.  The  females 
are  about,  too ;  but,  being  dusky  yellow  or  reddish 
brown,  are  not  so  readily  noticed. 

"  The  ghost-moth  is  alike  the  friend  of  the  bottom 
fisher  and  the  fly  angler.  In  his  larval  stage  he  is 
familiar  to  the  float  fisher  under  the  name  of  the 
'  dock-grub  ' — a  fat,  juicy,  yellowish-white  caterpillar, 
so  called  from  the  frequency  with  which  it  is  found 
about  the  roots  of  docks,  upon  which  it  largely  feeds, 
and  which,  fished  natural,  is  often  a  deadly  bait. 
The  moths,  or  bustards,  may  also,  of  course,  be  fished 
natm-al  by  dapping ;  but  the  usual  plan,  more  largely 
followed  on  the  Eden  than  on  our  Yorkshire  rivers,  is 
to  angle  with  artificial  representations.  Bustard  fishing 
is  a  nocturnal  operation,  and  the  bustard  is  dressed 
in  three  colours — white,  yellow,  and  brown.  It  is, 
however,  usually  sufficient  to  have  the  white  and  the 
brown.  Of  these  the  former  may  be  dressed  with  a 
white  wool  body,  pretty  plump,  wings  from  a  white 
pigeon's  feather,  and  hackled  with  a  white  hen's 
feather.  The  brown  is  tied  with  ruddy  brown  wool 
for  the  body,  wings  from  the  feather  of  a  brown 
owl,  and  hackled  with  a  brown  hen's  feather.  Both 
patterns  should  be  dressed  on  No.  4  or  No.  5  hooks." 

Excuse  nature  of  this  scrawl.  I  am  on  my  back — 
the  result  of  a  rather  serious  accident  a  week  ago, 
which  has  spoilt  my  fishing  for  some  weeks  to  come. — 
Yours  very  sincerely,  W.  Carter  Platts. 


FISHING  AT  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 
Dear  Sir, — Thinking  of  spending  a  week's  holiday 
at  Tunbridge  W^ells  in  August,  I  should  be  obliged  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  if  I  can  get  a 
little  coarse  fishing  in  that  neighbourhood,  if  free  or 
by  payment. — Yours  truly,        Brighton  Angler. 


EE  SPIDER  SILK. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
July  17.  The  authority  on  this  subject  is  M.  Paul 
Camboue,  Missionaire  Apostolique,  Tananarive,  Mada- 
gascar, who  has  been  trying  to  utilise  it"  for  some 
years,  but  not  with  any  commercial  success.  Never- 
theless, it  is  an  extremely  interesting  subject.  I  have 
had  much  correspondence  with  him. 

Whether  gut  can  be  produced  from  it  would  depend 
upon  whether  the  sac  containing  the  fluid  silk  can  be 
drawn  out  as  in  the  silkworm.  There  is  this  structural 
difference,  that  the  glands  containing  the  gut  of  the 
silkworm  arc  near  the  head,  whereas  in  the  spider 
they  are  in  the  abdominal  region. 

I  translated  an  article  op  this  silk  by  M.  Paul 
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Camboue,  which  was  published  in  the  Textile.  Mercury 
of  Aug.  12,  1893.  The  only  copy  I  have  is  in  mv 
newspaper  scrap-book.  I  lend  you  the  page  contain- 
ing the  article,  which  kindly  return  at  vour  con- 
venience.   I  retmn  the  sample  as  requested. 

There  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fatal  objection  in  the 
employment  of  spiders  commercially,  they  being 
insect  feeders,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  provide 
food  for  them. — Yours  very  truly, 

Leek.  "  Thomas  Wardle. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Sir  Thomas  Wardle,  and 

shall  endeavour  to  communicate  with  M.  Cambou6  

Ed.1 


EAG  WORM  SUPPLY. 
Dear  Sir,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"J.  C.'s"  query  as  to  where  a  supply  of  rag  worms 
can  be  obtained,  he  should  make  friends  with  some  of 
the  longshoremen  anywhere  round  the  coast  to  supply 
him  with  some,  fresh  dug  daUy,  by  post ;  but  they  are 
most  difficult  to  keep  alive  ;  even  if  kept  in  seaweed 
they  turn  to  slime  on  the  second  day,  and  .are  rotten 
on  the  third. 

But  why  are  rag  worms  really  wanted  at  all  when 
the  best  of  all  baits  can  be  had  in  their  place  and  of  a 
suitable  size  at  fifty  for  one  shilling,  postage  three- 
pence extra  ?  They  are  always  ready  ;  keep  any  length 
of  time:  suitable  for  all  kinds  of  fishing— these  are 
small  pickled  "  mussels,"  and  are  supplied  in  air-tight 
tins. 

If  your  correspondent  would  forward  me  a  few  rag 
worms,  I  would  endeavour  to  preserve  them  for  him. 
I  believe  it  can  be  done  if  done  within  a  short  time  of 
their  being  taken.— Yom-s  truly,  F.  Gosden. 

460,  Oxford-road, 
Reading. 


RAINBOW  FRY  CHOKED  BY  A  SNAIL. 

Dear  Sib, — Enclosed  you  will  find  rainbow  fry 
found  choked  with  a  shell  snail  this  morning  in 
one  of  the  races ;  you  can  see  the  snail  in  its  mouth. 
Weather  very  hot— sixty-seven  degrees  in  the  shade 
yesterday ;  a  few  fario  dying.    Much  cooler  to-day 

and  a  little  rain.    I  hope  all  danger  is  now  over.  

Your  obedient  servant,  Jas.  Macnicol. 

P.S.— Pry  only  two  months  old,  two  and  one-fifth 
inches. 

North  of  Scotland  Fishery, 
Inverness,  July  23. 

[The  little  rainbow  does  Mr.  Macnicol  credit.  Its 
being  killed  by  trying  to  swallow  a  snail  in  its  shell  is 
another  proof  of  the  fine  healthy  appetites  which  the 
rainbow  possesses. — Ed.] 


SPORT  AT  KILLALOE. 

Dear  Sir,— Having  seen  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
the  past  fortnight  that  your  Killaloe  correspondent  has 
reported  sport  "  nil,"  I  think  it  only  fair  and  in  justice 
to  the  place  to  correct  this  statement.  Thirteen  peal 
were  got  on  the  preserved  water  here  last  week,  and 
one  salmon  and  fourteen  peal  were  got  the  previous 
week.  I  have  a  correct  record  of  dates  and  weights. 
Some  fine  trout  were  also  got  each  evening  wading 
and  shore  fishing.  I  bought  121b.  of  fine  trout  one 
evening  last  week,  which  were  got  in  the  river,  largest 
21b.  6oz.  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  record  fishing 
"  nil  "  while  fish  are  being  caught,  and  fishing  to  let 
here  for  August  and  September.  Pardon  me  for 
trespassing  on  your  valuable  space.— Faithfully  yours, 

Grace's  Hotel,  Killaloe.  M.  A.  Grace. 


PISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "  W. 
E.  G.  Atkinson,"  I  have  pleasure  in  sending  a  few 
particulars  of  the  fishing  around  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 
The  fishing  at  Maelog  Lake  has  been  very  poor  this 
year,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact  that  the  lake  is  full 
of  small  perch,  which  seem  to  have  the  efiect  of 
keeping  the  trout  down.  These  little  pests  (about 
four  to  the  pound  on  an  average)  rise  freely  to  the  fly 
and  are  a  great  annoyance. 

The  fishing  in  the  Crigyll  river  is  fair  in  the  early 
months  ;  both  river  and  lake  are  frer,  and  not  pre- 
served in  any  way  as  stated  in  the '"  Anglers'  Diary." 
There  is  a  lake,  Coron  (no  perch),  at  Bodorgan,  quite 
near  Ty  Croes ;  this  lake  also  fishes  best  in  the  early 
months.  The  sea  fishing  is  good— pollack,  cod,  sea- 
bream,  and  in  August  bass  are  caught.  There  is  good 
bathing,  and  golf  links'  belonging  to  the  hotel,  but 
the  trout  fishing  is  poor. — Yours  truly, 

G.   DE  MaUI'AS. 


FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent,  "  R.  Briggs," 
will  write  to  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  the 
information  he  requires,  rc  the  fishing,  fly,  etc.,  at 
Dungloe,  co.  Donegal.— Yours  truly,  Liberia. 

31,  Vincent-road,  West  Green,  London,  N. 


THE  "GR.^Y"  LOCK  JOINT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  the  letter  on  this  subject  which 
appears  in  your  issue  of  July  20.  I  did  not  see  Messrs. 


Eaton  and  Dollar's  letter,  nor  have  I  seen  their  joint, 
but  as  to  there  being  any  really  valid  claim  or  novelty 
in  the  "Gray"  lock  joint,  in  which  a  liook  and  a 
spiral  IS  used,  need,  I  think,  hardly  be  discussed. 
Personally,  I  may  say  that  my  firm  made  them  twenty 
years  ago,  and  discarded  the  principle.  I  also  know 
of  a  London  house  who  used  the  same  form  some 
years  ago  and  discarded  it.— Yours  faithfully, 
Alnwick.  John  James  "Hardy. 


THE  "  GRAY  "  ROD-JOINT. 

Dear  Sib,— I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Gray  did 
design  the  joint  which  was  figured  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  two  or  three  weeks  since,  but  it  will  not  be 
any  use  patenting  it.  I  bought  six  years  since  a  sea 
rod  from  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames, 
with  the  very  identical  secure  joint,  so  once  more 
there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun. 

On  showing  the  rod  a  few  weeks  since  to  a  well- 
known  tackle  maker,  he  thought  it  was  really  a  new 
thing,  as  he  had  never  seen  it  previously,  and  was 
surprised  to  think  that  there  should,  after  this  lapse 
of  time,  when  I  told  him  how  long  the  rod  had  been 
in  my  possession,  be  a  patent  applied  for  as  stated  in 
your  paper.— Yours  faithfully,       W,  H.  Elsmobe. 

Brundall. 


FISHING  AT  CASTLECONNELL. 
Dear  Sir, — .\s  per  our  advertisement  in  this  week's 
issue,  we  have  some  very  nice  salmon  "  beats  "  to  let  for 
the  month  of  August  on  very  moderate  terms.  Oastle- 
connell  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  prettiest 
little  spot  in  Ireland.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Shannon,  and  is  distant  from  Limerick  about 
nine  and  three-quarter  miles  by  rail  and  seven  miles 
byroad;  to  Killaloe  is  about  seven  miles.  Close  by 
Castleconnell  are  the  celebrated  "  rapids  of  Doonass," 
and  the  locality  abounds  in  many  charming  walks. 
Within  easy  driving  distaijce  are  situated  the  beautiful 
Clare  glens— one  of  the  most  charming  spots  imagin- 
able. For  those  who  prefer  a  row  on  the  river  there  is 
a  splendid  stretch  of  water  adjacent  to  the  village,  and 
coarse  fishers  can  have  plenty  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach 
fishing  free  ;  trout  fishing  is  also  free.  There  is  a  daily 
train  connection  with  the  Lough  Derg  local  service 
steamers,  and  special  fast  trains  to  and  from  Dublin. 
To  the  tourist,  artist,  angler,  or  rowing  man,  Castle- 
connell afiords  an  opportunity  of  spending  a  most 
enjoyable  holiday. — Yours  truly, 

John  Enbight  &  Son. 


FISHING  IN  LOCH  RANNOCH. 
Dear  Sib,  —  Notwithstanding  dry  weather,  for 
several  days  past  the  visitors  to  Loch  Rannoch  have 
continued  to  get  good  baskets  of  trout,  both  on  the 
lake  and  in  the  river  Tummel,  just  below  where  it 
leaves  this  loch. 

The  fishing  on  the  lake  has  been  chiefly  at  its  west 
end,  but  anglers  have  also  had  success  elsewhere. 

A  visitor  to  the  Bunrannoch  Hotel  is  reported  to 
have  killed  a  61b.  trout  trolling,  whether  a  ferox  or  not 
I  cannot  say,  and  every  evening  at  the  popular  new 
Lough  Rannoch  Hotel  (Mr.  Gow's)  there  has  been  a 
goodly  display  of  fish  on  separate  trays— ranging  on 
the  average  from  ten  to  a  dozen,  for  each  angler- 
including  several  well  over  Jib.,  others  nearer  to  and 
above  lib.,  besides  which  perhaps  twice  as  many  had 
been  returned  to  grow  bigger.  Last  evening  was  rather 
sultry,  and  when  it  had  fallen  calm  after  dinner,  the 
shore  close  to  the  last-named  hotel  became  alive  with 
fish  (and  midges).  Here,  Mr.  Bell  got  a  beauty  just 
over  21b.,  landing  him  cleverly  among  the  sharp  rocks 
without  a  net ;  his  son  lost  one  nearly  of  the  same 
size;  Mr.  Robertson  got  a  nice  basket  wading  in  the 
river,  his  best  being  lib.  loz.  Mr.  Bowers  got  seven- 
teen, and  Mr.  Monkhouse  about  a  dozen  ;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Wilson  got  one  of  about  lib.,  and  another  half  as 
large.  Some  of  the  ladies  staying  at  the  hotel  have 
also  been  successful,  both  trolling  and  fly  fishing. 

Rain  is  much  wanted  and  has  appeared  to  be 
imminent  several  times  lately,  but  was  kept  off  by  high 
westerly  wind  which  has  now  shifted  to  the  eastward 
accompanied  by  mist,  so  the  desired  change  may  soon 
occur  and  improve  fishing  prospects  generally. 

Benwyan. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  Mr.  W. 
B.  G.  Atkinson,  there  is  very  good  sea  fishing  near  Ty 
Croes,  Anglesey.  Presuming  he  is  going  to  spend  his 
holidays  at  Rhosnegir,  on  the  sea-shore,  the  boatmen 
will  soon  put  him  up  to  the  sport.  Mackerel,  pollack, 
bream,  conger,  and  whiting  are  caught  from  the  boats, 
and  bass  are  caught  with  rods  from  the  rocky  coast  at 
the  in-coming  of  the  tide.  The  sport  is  really  good 
along  the  whole  south  coast  of  the  island.  He  can  get 
trout  and  perch  at  Maelog  Lake  and  Crygyll  River 
and  trout  at  Coron  Lake,  Bodorgan,  a  few  miles  distant. 
Having  lived  for  twenty-four  years  in  the  neighbour- 
hood I  can  with  confidence  recommend  the  sea  fishing 
at  this  time  of  the  year. — Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

Gaerwen,  Anglesey. 


A  NOTE  PROM  BALLINA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  this  from  Ian  Hoarn's  cottage, 
and  it  is  just  a  line  to  say  that  I  feel  sure  any  angler 
wanting  cheap  salmon  fishing  cannot  do  better  than 
come  here.  Leave  to  fish  is  easily  got  from  the  Fish- 
ing Company,  to  whom  you  must  give  up  your  fish. 
Licence  costs  you  a  £1;  boats  can  be  had  at  6s,  a 
day  ;  hotel  accommodation  is  fair. 

Sport,  I  consider,  is  good.  I  have  only  fished  the 
Moy  for  three  days,  and  have  had  capital  sport.  One 
loses  a  good  many  grilse  with  their  tender  mouths 
and  using  such  small  flies  as  No.  7  Limericks  on 
ordinary  strong  lake  gut.  I  have  never  risen  less  than 
six  fish  on  any  day,  but  have  only  killed  five  for  the 
three  days.  I  have,  however,  not  fished  hard,  and  I  can 
conscientiously  recommend  anglers  to  come  here  from 
now  until  the  end  of  the  season. — Yours  very  truly, 
John  James  Habdy. 


"  FOOL  AT  ONE  END  A^ND  A  \VORM  AT 
THE  OTHER." 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
numerous  readers  can  favour  me'  with  the  name  of 
the  author  of  the  sarcastic  definition  of  angling  quoted 
above.  It  is  commonly  attributed  to  Dr.  Johnson, 
but,  I  think,  incorrectly.  I  have  searched  severai 
books  of  quotations  without  finding  it. — Yours  truly, 
Arthuh  Nevis  Lester. 

[We  have  often  protested  against  this  definition  of 
angling  being  attributed  to  Dr.  Johnson  as  it  is  not 
his.  About  ten  years  ago  we  gave  the  name  of  the 
author,  a  Frenchman,  and  have  never  been  able  to 
find  it  since  ;  he  wrote  it  a  hundred  years  before 
Johnson's  time. — Ed.  1 


HOUSE  WANTED  WHERE  GOOD  TROUT 
FISHING  IS  TO  BE  HAD. 

Dear  Sir,— I  wish  to  take  a  house  where  it  is 
possible  to  get  some  good  trout  fishing,  and  to  reside 
there  permanently.  Will  you  kindly  give  me  the 
benefit  of  your  advice  as  to  where  to  look  for  one  ; 
any  part  of  England  or  Wales  would  do,  so  loug  as 
there  is  fair  fishing  to  be  had  at  a  reasonable  sub- 
scription, or  where  it  is  free. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ply-Fisheb. 


WRINKLES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  heard  periwinkles  called 
wrinkles  by  the  South  Devon  fishermen. 

Rag  Worms. 

In  the  Fisliing  Gazette  of  May  19,  1900,  a  corre- 
spondent recommended  the  plan  of  keeping  rag  worms 
in  common  garden  mould  dried  by  being  put  over  the 
fire  in  a  shovel.  I  should  much  like  to  know  from  some 
one  who  has  tried  this  whether  it  has  proved  success- 
ful.—Yours  truly,  Edwin  Gosling. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  YARMOUTH. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  going  to  Yarmouth 
for  a  month.  Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
information  as  to  the  fishing  there,  kinds  of  fish,  baits, 
etc,  ?  A  little  information  will  be  gladly  received  by 
an  old  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.—Youra  faith- 
fully, S.  B.  Puzey. 


FISHING  AT  SGHWALBACH,  NASSAU. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  the  query  of  "  English- 
man," I  have  several  times  fished  in  the  Metropole 
water  at  Schwalbach,  which  consists  of  a  beautiful 
trout  stream  with  plenty  of  fish,  not,  however,  very 
well  adapted  for  the  fly;  but  with  a  minnow  some 
good  sport  can  be  had.  In  very  dry  weather  I  am 
told  the  water  runs  exceedingly  low. — Yours  truly, 

Paris.  A.  G,  Withekuv. 

P.  S.— Fish  average  Jib. 


ANTI-MIDGE  LOTION. 

Dear  Sib,— Since  your  kindly  notice  -of  my  anti- 
midge  lotion  I  have  been  inundated  with  letters 
asking  all  sorts  of  questions  about  it,  to  which  I  am 
endeavouring  to  reply.  As  the  lotion  is  prepared  by  a 
first-class  chemist  from  a  recipe  whicli  is  now  my  own 
property,  given  me  by  an  old  Indian  colonel,  I  can 
only  send  out  Is.  bottles,  which  with  postage  and 
packing  costs  Is.  3d. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  place  it  on  the  market, 
but  may  do  so  by  and  by  when  it^  properties  have 
been  more  fully  tested  in  other  quarters  than  on  Dee- 
side.  Meantime  I  am  supplying  it  solely  from  here, 
and  more  to  meet  a  long  felt  want  in  making  known  a 
pleasant  deterrent  to  the  vile  midge  pest  than  as  a 
commercial  undertaking.  Thanking  you  in  anticipa- 
tion.—Yours  truly,  G.  M.  Mackay. 

50,  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen. 

[As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  test  it  Mr.  Mackay's 
anti-midge  lotion  seems  to  answer  admirably  ;  it  is 
not  sticky,  and  so  fragrant  that  it  is  worth  the  money 
merely  as  a  "  bouquet."  We  have  ordered  some  more 
from  him  to  give  to  friends  who  are  bothered  by  the 
midge  and  gnat  nuisance. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  83.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of  the  FisHiNO  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
aU  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ~  ditto    5».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage    ...    12».  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advektisement  Manaoes,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


^  "Catching,"  not  "Killing,"  Pish. 
Mr.  Terry  Smith,  writing  to  Forest  and  Stream, 
says : — 

"I  don't  like  the  use  of  the  words  '  I  killed  '  m 
referring  to  the  number  of  fish  caught  and  '  killed  ' 
in  referring  to  a  spoon,  etc.,  for  catching  fish.  It 
is  improper.  The  mode  or  manner  of  obtaining  a 
fish  is  by  catching.  You  get  possession  of  a  bird 
or  aniraal  by  killing,  but  a  fish  by  catching.  Say- 
ing I  killed  so  many  fish  does  not  necessarily  mean 
you  caught  them.  You  might  have  killed  the  fish 
your  friend  caught. 

"Again,  the  word  'catch'  implies  skill  and 
strategy.  The  word  kill  implies  murder.  To 
speak  of  killing  a  trout  grates  on  my  ears.  It's 
harsh,  and  implies  an  absence  of  an  effort,  resist- 
ance or  art. 

"  Summer  before  last  (in  Maine)  I  was  fishing 
from  a  raft  made  of  three  logs,  on  which  was  the 
guide  and  myself.  To  keep  the  fish  from  flounder- 
ing off  as  I  caught  them,  I  would  take  them  from 
the  hook  and  hand  them  to  the  guide,  who  broke 
their  necks.  He  could  truthfully  have  said,  'I 
killed  forty  trout,'  although  he  caught  none.  He 
did  not  even  have  a  rod.  It  would  be  very  im- 
sportsmanlike  to  fish  with  a  spoon  or  other 
appliance  that  killed  your  fish  instead  of  catching 
them. 

"Catching  is  the  sport  in  fishing.  It's  the 
chance,  the  art,  the  be  all  in  fishing.  Let  us  hear 
no  more  about  killing— or  killers— unless  you  are 
using  a  rifle  and  smokeless  powder." 

It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  hear  an  angler  say 
he  killed  seven  brace,  but  only  kept  three.  Of 
course  one  knows  that  what  he  means  is  that  he 
caught  seven  brace  but  only  kept  three  brace. 
"Caught"  is  better  than  "kiUed"  as  regairds 
results;  at  the  same  time  I  see  nothing  "im- 
proper" in  speaking  of  a  fly  or  other  bait  as 
"killing"  or  "deadly." 


English  Trout  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  writing  in  Forest  and  Stream, 
says  :  "  Twelve  years  ago  Mr.  Marston  sent  me 
10,000  eggs  of  Hampshire  brown  trout,  and  after 
the  eggs  were  hatched  I  planted  some  of  them  in 
this  State.    I  say  some  of  them,  for  I  divided  the 
eggs  with  Mr.  Peter  Cooper  Hewitt,  who  hatched 
his  portion  on  the  Hewitt  Estate  at  Ringwood, 
N.J .    There  is  a  small  spring-fed  pond  nine  miles 
from  my  home,  a  private  pond,  the  waters  of 
which  empty  into  Lake  George.    In  this  pond  ] 
planted  a  few  of  the  fry  from  the  Marston  eggs 
and  said  nothing  about  it.    The  owner  of  the  pond 
had  given  his  consent  to  the  planting,  and  there 
was  no  boat  on  the  pond,  and  he  said  there  would 
be  no  fishing  in  it  as  long  as  I  desired  to  use  it. 
My  idea  was   that   the  fish  would  get  a  start 
unmolested  in  the  pond,  and  they  or  their  descend- 
ants would  eventually  work  down  into  the  lake, 
have  never  fished  in  the  pond,  and  have  visited  it 
but  once,  soon  after  the  plant  was  made  and  before 
the  fish  could  have  been  large  enough  to  catch 
had  they  established  themselves  in  the  water. 
Eecently  I  met  a  man  who  asked  me  if  I  had  ever 
stocked  Black's  Pond  with  brown  trout,  and  I  said 
yes,  though  I  had  not  even  thought  about  it  in 
years,  and  had  to  look  up  the  date  of  the  plant. 
He  said  that  he  got  permission  to  fish  in  the  pond 
and  caught  one  brown  trout  with  bait  that  weighed 
3lb.,  and  lost  a  larger  fish.    The  water  was  very 
clear  and  deep,  and  as  he  could  get  nothing  near 
the  surface  he  arranged  a  line  with  a  heavy  lead, 
such  as  is  used  in  trolling  at  the  bottom  in  100  to 
150  feet  of  water  for  lake  trout,  and  trolled  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pond  and  caught  another  brown 
trout  of  7Ib.    This  is  the  first  that  I  have  ever 
heard  of  catching  brown  trout  by  deep  trolling. 
It  is  scarcely  as  artistic  as  dry-fly  fishing  in  the 
original  home  of  these  fish,  but  deep  trolling  is  a 
meat-getting  method  of  fishing  when  lake  trout  are 
at  the  bottom,  though  I  never  expected  to  hear  of 
its  being  practised  on  a  fish  that  will  take  the 

It  certainly  is  extraordinary  for  Hampshire  trout 
to  be  caught  by  trolling  at  a  depth  of  fifty  yards ; 
it  must  have  been  during  the  heat  wave  in  America 
and  the  English  trout  knew  the  coolest  place. 


Sea  -  anglers  who  wish  to  know  what  are  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  should  write  to  the  Secretary  at  11,  Queen 
Victoria-street,  London,  E.C.,  for  particulars. 

E.  B.  Makston. 


"  Fishing-rods  as  Lightning  Conductors. 

"  For  years  I  have  maintained  that  our  English 
cousins  are  more  thorough  in  looking  after  the 
adjuncts  of  angling  than  we  are  on  this  side  of  the 
sea.    A  look  at  the  pages  of  an  English  tackle- 
maker's  catalogue  will  prove  it  to  any  doubter,  for 
there  will  be  found  tools  that  the  average  angler  on 
this  side  never  thinks  of  as  necessary  on  a  fishing 
trip.    There  is  reason  for  this,  because  they  have 
been  in  the  business  longer  than  we  have ;  but 
the  English  papers  often  contain  discussions  over 
angling  matters  that  to  a  Yankee  seem  trifling. 
For  instance,  did  it  ever  occur  to  an  angler  over 
here  that  he  was  in  danger  from  being  killed  by  a 
lightning  stroke  through  the  medium  of  his  fishing- 
rod,  if  it  happened  to  be  of  steel  or  have  a  steel 
centre  ?    This  question  has  lately  disturbed  some 
of  our  English  brethren,  and  the  question  has  been 
asked  if  it  were  not  dangerous  to  use  a  steel  or 
steel-centred  rod,  and  one  editor  replied,  but  his 
answer  was  not  deemed  satisfactory  to  a  corre- 
spondent, who  writes  (really  I  had  to  read  it  twice 
to  determine  whether  or  not   it  was  a  joke) : 
'  Many  besides  Brutum  Fulmen  have  asked  the 
same  question.  The  editor's  reply  is  not  an  answer 
to  the  proposition.  The  answer  should  he  :  (a)  For 
whole  steel  rods  there  is  exceptional  danger,  the 
case  being  equivalent  to  grasping  a  lightning-rod  at 
its  termination  ;  (6)  In  wood  or  cork-handled  rods 
where  the  touch  does  not  in  any  way  come  in 
contact  with  the  steel,  there  is  not  only  little  or  no 
risk,  but  there  is  protection,  the  wood  or  cork 
(especially  the  latter)  forming  an  insulator  between 
the  electricity  of  the  person's  body  and  that  of  the 
discharge  from  the  storm  cloud.'    This  to  me  is  as 
funny  as  a  reply  an  acquaintance  of  mine  once 
made.    He  was  an  expert  fly-fisher,  using  always  a 
very  light  fly-rod,  and  he  had  no  earthly  use  for 
bait-fishing.  A  friend  showed  him  a  new  rod  much 
heavier  than  the  doctor  was  accustomed  to,  and 
asked  him  what  he  thought  of  it.    The  doctor 
balanced  the  heavy  rod  in  his  hand  for  a  moment, 
and  said  quietly,  '  Yes,  it  is  a  good  rod,  and  it  will 
be  very  convenient  if  you  should  get  lost,  for  you 
can  stick  the  butt  in  the  ground  and  climb  the  rod 
to  get  your  bearings.'  " 


THE 


BISHOP,  THE  KEY, 
THE  FISH. 


AND 


Creden  dumne  putatur  quod  tradit  antiquitas. 

William  of  Malmesbuby,  A.D.  1125. 
For  the  narrative  of  what  is  perhaps  quite  the 
earliest  of  English  fish  stories,  we  are  indebted  to 
Dominic,  whilom  prior  of  Evesham.  He  it  was  who 
wrote  the  greater  portion  of  the  chronicle  of  the 
Abbey  of  Evesham,  of  which  the  first  book  is  devoted 
to  a  history  of  a  holy  man  named  Egwin,  during  his 
life  sometime  bishop  of  Worcester  (A.D.  692),  and 
afterwards  called  saint.  Now  this  worthy  bishop, 
by  reason  of  his  piety  and  sanctity  of  life,  gained 
for  himself  so  much  impopularity  that  he  was 
expelled  from  his  see.  This  misfortune  he 
appears  to  have  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  direct 
judgment  of  the  Almighty  upon  himself  for  his 
own  sins  and  those  of  his  people.  To  regain 
Divine  favour,  he  determined  upon  a  pilgrimage  to 
Eome. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  eighth  century  such  a 
pilgrimage  was  no  light  undertaking,  but  this  holy 
and  humble  man,  being  of  opinion  that  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  which  he  might  encoimter  by 
the  way  would  not  in  themselves  be  a  suflicient 
expiation  for  his  sins,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure 
locked  his  feet  in  iron  chains  and  threw  the  key 
into  the  river  Avon.  Of  his  journey  we  are  told 
nothing,  except,  as  was  only  to  be  expected,  that  it 
was  not  accomplished  without  great  difficiilty  and 
much  toil.  Yet  for  all  that  his  first  act  on  reaching 
Eome  was  to  seek  out  the  Church  of  St.  Peter, 
where  he  retired  to  pray.  In  the  meantime,  his 
servants,  who  paid  more  attention  to  the  things  of 
this  world  than  did  their  good  master,  went  down 
to  the  river  to  buy  food.  "  To  them,"  says  our 
chronicler,  "  the  market  people  offer  a  fish.  This 
they  bought  and  took  away  with  them.  And  when 
they  had  cleaned  it  in  order  to  pickle  it,  by  the 
bounty  of  Almighty  God,  they  find  the  little  key  in 
the  entrails  of  the  fish." 

The  bishop,  we  are  told,  received  the  key  in  the 
sight  of  all  the  people,  and  with  it  unlocked  the 
chains  which  bound  his  feet.  "  Every  one  was 
thunderstruck  at  such  a  novel  miracle.  Eome  was 
full  of  it.  Who  did  not  try  to  see  him  ?  W'ho  did 
not  hasten  to  be  blessed  by  him  ?  "  So  writes 
Prior  Dominic. 

According  to  another  version  of  the  same  story, 
the  bishop's  servants  were  ordered  by  their  master 
to  go  down  to  the  river  and  try  and  catch  a  little 
fish  (jnsciculum  caper e  hamo),  when  to  their  amaze- 
ment they  caught  mediocrem  salmonem.  Does 
this  mean  a  moderate-sized  salmon,  or  a  poor  sort 
of  a  salmon — that  is,  a  kelt  ?  One  cannot  imagine 
the  yellow  waters  of  the  Tiber  yielding  a  silvery 
salmon,  yet  this  same  sahnon,  after  his  long 
journeying  in  the  sea,  ought  to  have  been  fresh  mn. 
No  matter  if  he  had  no  sea  lice  on  him,  he  has 
been  covered  with  other  lies  since.  This  by  the 
way.  Well  1  in  this  version  the  cook  foimd  the 
historical  key  in  the  entrails  of  the  fish. 

There  is  yet  another  account  of  the  finding  of 
this  key  which,  if  possible,  is  more  miraculous  than 
those  other  two  ;  but  William  of  Malmesbury,  who 
is  responsible  for  it,  speaks  with  some  caution. 
Whilst  the  good  bishop,  still  with  his  feet  bound 
in  chains,  was  making  the  best  of  his  way  back  to 
England,  a  huge  fish  leapt  on  board  the  sailing 
vessel  in  which  he  was  crossing  the  channel. 
After  a  great  struggle  this  monster  was  captured 
by  the  sailors,  and  on  being  cut  open  the  kej"  was 
found  in  its  liver  ! ! 

With  William  of  Malmesbury  we  would  say,  "  Is 
it  possible  to  believe  what  the  past  hands  down 
to  us  ?  "  A.  H. 


Lyra  PISCATOria  ;  Original  LjtIcs  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISTS,  M. A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Pitld  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  p^-etry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.'  The  Amatfur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  lefreshinj;,  maiiy  "t  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  ot  ■  Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  boolt  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  tha 
reduced  price  of  2*.  fid 
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A  CHANNEL  FLEET. 


This  is  the  title  of  an  illustrated  brochure  setting 
forth  the  facilities  to  be  obtained  for  those  who  at 
this  season  of  the  year  are  bound  for  Holland, 
Germany,  Norway,  Denmark,  Sweden,  etc.  You 
are  bound  for  the  Hook  of  Holland  ?  Then  if  you 
are  going  the  way  of  I'u  nil  rnuil  Tourists  it  is 


idea  of  supper.  But  the  side-board,  presided  over 
by  the  orthodox  carver  in  white,  looks  tempting, 
and  you  succumb.  Flesh  is  weak,  Harwich  air  is 
strong.  And  it  is  a  good  axiom  in  travel  to  eat 
when  you  can.  The  catering  on  the  steamers  is 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  company's  hotel 
manager,  and  the  highest  standard  of  excellence  is 
maintained  throughout. 


SOGSTEFJORD,  NOEWAY. 


a  cab  to  Liverpool -street  in  time  for  the  boat  trains 
to  Harwich.  The  trains  stop  under  the  brilliant 
electric  light  of  Parkeston  Quay,  with  its  first- 
class  hotel  (waiting  and  refreshment  rooms)  and 
its  covered  way  to  the  quay  side,  all  of  which  are 
lighted  by  electricity. 

"  This  way  to  the  Hook  of  Holland  boat !  " 
"  This  way  to  the  Antwerp  boat  I  "  "  This  way  to 
the  Hamburg  boat  I  "  "  This  way  to  the  Esbjerg 
boat  I "  For,  in  addition  to  the 
Great  Eastern  Eailway  Company's 
own  fleet,  there  are  the  fine  boats 
of  the  General  Steam  Navigation 
Company  ruiming  to  Hamburg,  and 
of  the  United  Steamship  Company 
of  Copenhagen  to  Esbjerg  (on  the 
west  coast  of  Denmark)  from  Har- 
wich. To-night  we  are  bound  for 
the  Hook  of  Holland.  There  is 
darkness  out  in  the  great  harbour 
mouth,  but  the  boats  are  glowing 
with  light.  Electric  lamps  flood 
the  long  covered-in  promenade  deck, 
and  the  bright  portholes  of  the  deck 
houses  looking  on  to  it  disclose 
glimpses  of  cosy  staterooms  and  the 
smoking  snuggery.  Passengers, 
anxious  to  secure  their  berths,  are 
making  for  the  wide  staircase  en- 
trance to  the  saloon.  The  chief 
steward,  with  passenger  sheet  be- 
fore him,  gives  you  the  niunber  of 
your  cabin,  if  you  have  ordered 
one,  or  passes  you  on  to  the  bedroom 
steward  if  you  have  not.  It  is  done 
with  the  quiet,  prompt  system  of 
a  well-ordered  hotel.  Then  one 
descends  to  the  sleeping  cabins, 
which  form  a  deck  to  themselves, 
just  under  the  saloon.  They  are  so 
well  lighted — the  electric  lamp  is 
here,  too — so  well  ventilated  by  a 
constant  supply  and  exhaust  system,  and  they 
have,  with  their  little  white  beds,  panelled  walls, 
and  Utrecht  velvet  upholstering,  such  an  altogether 
comfortable  air  that  one  could  very  well  settle 
down  for  an  Atlantic,  instead  of  a  mere  Channel, 
trip. 

Here  is  the  bright,  spacious,  finely-furnished 
saloon.    In  London  you  would  have  laughed  at  the 


The  good  ship,  with  her  pair  of  screws  and  her 
engines  of  5000  horse-power  or  so  warming  to  their 
work,  has  been  making  swift  way.  The  harbour 
lights  are  left  far  behind,  the  bright  flash  of  the 
first  light-ship  is  seen  away  there  on  the  starboard 
bow,  and  you  watch  it  with  interest  as  you  take  a 
last  stroll  forward  or  aft,  and  get  the  smoke  of  town 
blown  out  of  your  lungs  by  the  salt,  brisk  North 
Sea  breeze. 


ship  is  fitted  with  the  latest  and  most  ample  life- 
saving  appliances,  and  carries  sufficient  life-belts 
for  every  soul  on  board. 

The  steamers  performing  the  Hook  of  Holland 
service  are  sister  ships,  about  300  feet  long,  36  feet 
beam,  and  1750  gross  tonnage. 

And  combined  with  comfort  and  celerity  there  ia 
cheapness.  For  not  only  have  the  Great  Eastern 
Eailway  made  their  route  the  quickest  to 
Holland,  but  the  cheapest  of  the  first-class 
routes  to  Germany,  Switzerland,  Norway, 
Denmark,  and  Sweden.  Restaurant  cars 
and  corridor  carriages  run  on  the  North 
and  South  German  express  trains  to  and 
from  the  Hook  of  Holland.  Tickets  at 
low  fares  are  issued  to  the  most  interesting 
Continental  holiday  districts. 

The  new  line  round  Rotterdam  has 
shortened  the  journey  between  the  Hook 
of  Holland  and  Berlin  and  other  North 
German  towns  by  twenty-five  miles.  The 
return  journey  is  marked  by  the  same 
comfort  and  celerity.  Passengers  reach 
the  Hook  of  Holland  by  quick  connections 
from  Scandinavia  and  North  Germany, 
Switzerland  and  South  Germany,  pass 
from  train  to  steamer  through  the  electric - 
lighted  station,  and  find  supper  waiting 
them  onboard.  From  Harwich,  travellers 
reach  London  in  time  for  breakfast,  while 
for  those  who  are  returning  to  the  Mid- 
lands and  the  North  breakfast  is  provided 
in  the  restaurant  car  on  the  train  rim- 
ning  to  York,  via  March,  Lincoln,  and 
Doncaster.  Through  carriages  are  also  run 
to  Rugbj',  Birmingham,  Liverpool,  Not- 
tingham, and  Manchester.  By  this  route  • 
provincial  passengers  are  saved  the  cost 
and  trouble  of  coming  to  London,  and  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  has 
arranged  through  registration  of  luggage 
with  the  chief  Continental  towns  from 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  York,  Bradford, 
Leeds,  Sheffield,  Doncaster,  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Middlesborough,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  Sunderland,  Nottingham,  and  Birming- 
ham, so  that  from  these  towns  passengers  are 
saved  the  trouble  of  booking  it  from  place  to  place. 
Travellers  from  other  towns  can  label  their  luggage 
to  Harwich  (Parkeston  Quay),  and  thence  register 
it  to  destination. 

A  second  fleet  belonging  to  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  performs  the  service  to  and 
from  Antwerp.    The  boats  are  twin  screws  of  the 


Deachbkpels,   The  Rhine. 


We  are  travelling,  as  we  should,  under  the  British 
flag.  And  this  is  no  mere  sentiment.  It  means 
that  this  Chaimel  fleet  is  English  built,  English 
owned,  English  manned,  and  subject  to  all  the 
stringent  regulations  of  our  Board  of  Trade.  It 
means  that  these  steel  boats,  specially  built  for  the 
service  by  Earle's  Shipbuilding  Company,  are  kept 
up  to  the  very  highest  point  of  efficiency.  Each 


most  modern  type 
via  the  Harwich 
Percy  Lindley  is 
Railway  Company's 
tinent,"    with  maps 


For  the  assistance  of  travellers 
route  an  illustrated  guide  by 
issued.     The  Great  Eastern 
Tourist  Guide  to  the  Con- 
and    many  illustrations, 


describing  Dutch,  Belgian,  German,  Swiss,  Nor- 
wegian, Danish,  and  Swedish  tours,  can  be 
obtained,  price  6d.,  by  post  8d.,  and  ordered 
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through  any  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany's agents,  and  through  all  booksellers  and 
bookstalls.  For  time-books  (free),  guides,  or  any 
further  information  apply  to  any  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company's  agents  ;  the  booking  offices  of 
the  principal  towns  in  Scotland,  the  North  of 
England,  and  the  Midland  Counties  ;  to  Charles 
Alvin  Gilig,  of  the  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cock- 
spvur-street,  S.W. ;  or  to  the  Continental  Traffic 
Manager,  Liverpool-street  Station,  London,  E.C. 


MESSES.  EATON  AND  DELLEE'S 
NEW  FISHING  TACKLE 
CATALOGUE. 


One  of  the  oldest  firms  of  fishing  tackle  makers 
in  the  world  is  that  of  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller, 
of  Crooked-lane,  London  Bridge,  and  1,  Bury-street, 
St.  James's. 

In  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  centuries  Crooked-lane  was  famous 
as  the  headquarters  of  the  fishing  tackle  makers, 
and  the  Thames  at  London  Bridge  was  a  great 
resort  of  London  anglers  —  especially  when  old 
London  Bridge  was  in  existence,  as  the  great 
number  of  buttresses  or  piers,  on  which  it  was 
built,  broke  the  force  of  the  tide  and  formed 
excellent  fishing  places. 

But  there  has  been  no  fishing  at  or  near  London 
Bridge  for  many  a  year,  and  the  fishing  tackle 
makers  disappeared — some  became  extinct,  some, 
like  Messrs.  Farlow,  migrated  westwards,  but  the 
well-known  firm  of  Eaton  and  Deller  still  remains 
in  its  old  position,  but  has  a  branch  establishment 
at  1,  Bury-street,  St.  James's,  opposite  the  St. 
James's  Theatre. 

Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller  send  us  the  new  edition 
of  their  price  list  of  fishing  rods  and  tackle,  which 
includes  probably  everything  which  the  fresh  or 
salt  water  angler  can  require. 

In  their  introduction  they  invite  special  attention 
to  their  split-cane  rods,  for  which  they  have  been 
noted  for  quite  half  a  century,  and  with  reference 
to  which  they  say  : — 

"  Being  the  actual  manufacturers  of  these  rods  we  are 
thus  enabled  with  the  aid  of  modern  appliances  and 
skilled  workmen  to  bring  them  to  their  present  state 
of  perfection,  and  yet  sell  them  at  a  reasonable  price, 
as  we  are  satisfied  with  a  moderate  profit. 

"  It  is  as  well  to  remind  customers  that  our  rods  can 
be  inspected  by  them  during  the  process  of  manu- 
facture—that is,  before  they  are  planed,  after  ditto, 
and  when  they  are  glued  and  sufficiently  dry  to  be 
tried.  When  we  state  that  all  our  rods  are  hand-made 
in  every  particular,  we  think  that  our  customers  will 
agree  with  us  that  our  price  is  most  reasonable." 

A  good  index  enables  one  to  refer  quickly  to  any 
item  about  which  particulars  are  required. 

In  addition  to  split  canes  for  salmon  and  trout, 
made  with  or  without  steel  centres,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  firm's  special  ladies'  fly  rods,  pocket  or 
cycle  fly  rods,  split  cane  pike  rods  (rather  a  luxury, 
but  well  worth  the  money  asked — namely,  M  4s. 
for  rods  with  steel  centres  from  10^  feet  to  12  feet 
long).    Cane  spinnmg  rods  from  lis.  6d.  to  35s. 

The  list  is  well  and  fully  illustrated  with 
engravings  of  reels,  hooks,  creels,  bags,  dry  fly  and 
other  boxes  of  the  firm's  own  patterns,  gaffs,  and 
sea  tackle  of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  for  Mahseer  fishing. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  price  lists  we  have  seen. 


SHETLANDEES  AND  COALFISH. 


All  round  the  coasts  of  Shetland  coalfish  abound, 
and  on  a  calm  day  myriads  of  small  ones  may  be 
seen  swimming  about  near  the  shore.  These  young 
coalfish  form  an  important  item  in  the  bill  of  fare 
of  a  great  many  people  in  the  Shetlands.  When 
the  fish  are  seven  or  eight  inches  in  length  or 
under,  they  are  termed  sillocks,  and  on  arriving  at 
the  next  stage  of  their  existence  they  receive  the 
name  of  piltocks.  Their  name  changes  again  when 
they  attain  a  larger  size,  and  then  they  get  the 
name  by  which,  perhaps,  they  are  best  known— 
namely,  saithe.  In  Scotland  the  coalfish  has  a 
great  many  names,  and  nearly  every  district  has  a 
different  term  for  it.  It  also  seems  to  be  the 
general  custom  to  give  it  a  different  name  at  each 
stage  of  its  life.  In  many  parts  this  fish  is  not 
regarded  as  being  much  good,  unless  by  small  boys 
who  practise  the  art  of  angling  from  pier-heads. 
It  IS  not  over  particular  as  to  what  it  feeds  upon, 
and  thousands  of  them  often  frequent  the  mouths 
of  drains  and  sewers  emptying  into  the  sea,  where 


they  devour  all  Sorts  of  filthy  garbage.  Wfeen  they 
attain  a  large  size,  small  fish  form  their  principal 
food,  and  it  is  something  very  nasty  indeed  that  a 
hungry  coalfish  will  refuse  in  the  way  of  food. 
Round  the  Shetland  Islands,  however,  the  water  is 
very  clear  and  pure.  In  this  case  the  coalfisli  caught 
here  should  be  better  for  food  purposes  than  those 
caught  where  all  sorts  of  matter  is  emptied  into 
the  sea.  At  any  rate,  the  Shetlanders— they  are 
not  over  particular  in  many  things— do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  the  coalfish  capital  fare.  They  capture 
them  by  every  conceivable  method  known  to  anglers 
and  fishermen  and  net  them  as  well. 

The  boys  and  young  men  frequently  catch  them 
with  what  they  call  flies.  These  are  constructed 
after  the  following  prmciple :  A  tinned  haddock- 
hook  or  bent  pin  is  fastened  to  a  snooding  of  horse- 
hair or  coarse  gut,  and  a  small  tuft  of  greyish-white 
horse-hair  or  sheep's  wool  is  fastened  round  the 
shank  with  the  loose  ends  pointing  towards  and 
past  the  bend.  This  arrangement,  when  complete, 
resembles  a  medium-sized  paint-brush,  and  in 
Shetland  is  termed  a  fly.  Their  fishmg-rods  are 
also  got  up  in  a  like  primitive  manner,  and  are 
merely  a  piece  of  wood  cut  down  to  the  required 
thickness  by  means  of  a  pocket-knife.  They  are 
usually  cut  from  a  piece  of  timber  from  five  to 
eight  feet  in  length,  but  occasionally  longer  ones 
are  met  with  spliced  together  like  a  Castleconnell 
rod.  The  line,  or  tome  as  they  call  it,  is  fixed  to 
the  point  of  the  rod,  and  line  and  fly-cast  together 
are  seldom  longer  than  the  rod  they  are  fixed  to. 

Four  or  five  flies  are  generally  used  when  fishing, 
and  these  are  placed  on  the  line  at  distances  of 
nine  or  ten  inches  apart  and  fished  by  drawing 
them  through  a  shoal  of  sillocks.  These  little  fish 
dart  at  the  flies  in  a  manner  that  would  bring  joy 
to  the  heart  of  a  trout-fisher,  and  should  they  miss 
the  fly,  they  appear  to  take  it  as  a  matter  of  course 
and  merely  redouble  their  efforts  to  seize  it.  Time 
after  time  will  they  rise  to  it  until  they  are  even- 
tually hooked  or  the  flies  are  drawn  out  of  the  water. 

If  the  fish  are  hooked  in  the  mouth,  good  and 
well,  but  more  frequently  than  not  they  are 
foul-hooked,  and  the  Shetlander  does  not  care  as 
long  as  he  gets  them  thick  and  fast.  He  does  not 
study  the  sizes  of  hooks,  but  uses  a  No.  5  or  No.  6 
to  catch  a  fish  six  or  seven  inches  in  length.  At 
other  times,  by  way  of  a  change,  they  flsh  with 
bait.  They  use  a  single  hook  only,  and  generally 
flatten  down  or  break  off  the  barb  to  enable  them 
to  unhook  the  fish  with  greater  ease.  The  hook  is 
baited  with  a  piece  of  mussel  or  limpet  and  dropped 
into  the  water.  If  the  fish  are  near  it  never  reaches 
the  bottom  before  it  is  surrounded  by  a  swarm  of 
hungry  fry.  Usually  one  of  the  largest  manages 
with  difficulty  to  get  the  bait  into  his  mouth,  and 
next  instant  he  is  flying  through  the  aur  to  take  his 
place  in  a  pail  or  straw  creel. 

An  idea  of  the  density  of  these  shoals  of  small 
fish  may  be  had  when  one  can  catch  them  with  a 
single  imbaited  hook.  This  is  done  frequently  by 
the  Shetlanders,  and  having  sniggered  a  sillock, 
they  take  out  the  eyes  and  put  them  on  the  hook 
for  bait.  This  bait  seems  to  be  attractive  enough, 
as  I  have  seen  hundreds  taken  by  this  means. 
There  is  little  difficulty  in  getting  the  first  fish, 
even  without  bait,  and  when  he  is  caught  his  eyes 
prove  the  fate  of  his  fellows. 

Sniggering  is  even  followed  out  up  here,  and  the 
method  looks  suspiciously  like  that  of  the  natives 
of  Donside.  Six  or  seven  hooks  are  fixed  on  the 
line,  Stewart-tackle-wise,  and  a  small  sinker  is 
fixed  to  the  extremity.  This  is  thrown  into  the 
shoal  and  jerked  through  it  until  one  or  more  of 
the  fish  are  impaled  on  the  hooks.  When  a  large 
quantity  of  the  fish  is  wanted,  a  ring-net  is 
employed.  The  ring  is  usually  about  six  feet  in 
diameter  and  is  suspended  from  the  point  of  a 
twelve-foot  pole  by  four  cords  of  equal  length. 
These  cords  are  knotted  part  of  the  way  do-wn  from 
the  pole  to  within  three  feet  or  so  above  the  net. 
This  trap  is  lowered  into  the  water  over  the  place 
where  the  fish  are  moving  about.  They  generally 
clear  out  as  it  is  lowered  down,  but  return  and  pass 
over  the  net  in  dozens  a  minute  or  two  after- 
wards. A  handful  of  crumbs  or  grain  thrown  in 
over  the  net  brings  them  together  by  the  hundred, 
and  then  the  net  is  cautiously  hoisted  up. 

This  is  not  very  easily  done,  as  it  is  an  awkward 
arrangement,  but  often  two  or  three  stone  of  fish 
is  lifted  by  its  means.  The  fish  are  immediately 
cleaned  and  used  for  present  wants,  or  salted  and 
dried,  in  which  state  they  can  be  used  months 
afterwards.  Black-Beetle. 


BY  LAKE  AND   STEEAM  IN 
CANADA. 
ANGLING  FOR  STURGEON. 

The  sturgeon  is  hardly  a  fish  that  appeals  to 
anglers  of  rod  and  line,  yet  I  have  come  to  believe 
that,  under  certain  conditions,  there  are  vast  possi- 
bilities of  sport  to  be  obtained  with  these  hu"e 
members  of  the  ganoid  family.  From  an  angling 
point  of  view,  or,  which  is  more  important,  from  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  this  fact  is  not  appre- 
ciated at  its  true  value  in  Canada.  In  some  waters 
it  literally  swarms  in  incredible  numbers.  In  Lake 
Nipissing,  where  some  of  the  finest  fish  are  found, 
they  shoal  in  the  water  like  immense  flocks  of 
sheep.  At  the  head  of  Lake  Temis  Ilaming 
(another  name  for  the  river  Ottawa)  thev  ascend  to 
the  rapids  of  the  Quinze  river  in  the' autumn  in 
such  numbers. that,  to  use  the  words  of  a  settler, 
"  they  seem  to  form  a  natural  bridge  across  the 
river."  Indeed,  in  most  rivers  and  lakes  where 
they  are  found,  it  is  in  such  numbers  that  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  they  literally  blacken  the 
water. 

The  only  sturgeon  to  be  found  in  Canada  is,  I 
believe,  the  lake  or  rock  sturgeon  (Acip/mser  riihi- 
cundiis),  and,  like  other  members  of  the  genus, 
this  species  attains  a  considerable  size,  up  to  six 
feet,  and  an  average  weight  of  501b.  to  1001b., 
although  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  no  unusual 
thing  to  capture  sturgeon  of  even  2001b.  to  3001b. 
in  weight  in  Lakes  Superior  and  Nepigon.  Most 
of  the  other  species  are  marine  forms  (some,  of 
course,  of  far  gi-eater  dimensions  than  the  rock 
sturgeon),  but  they  only  ascend  rivers  to  spawn. 
The  rock  sturgeon  is  permanently  confined  to  tlie 
lakes,  and  varies  much  with  age,  the  young  ha-ving 
a  slender  long  snout  which  becomes  quite  blunt  in 
the  adult.  It  also  has  sharp  hooks  on  the  bony 
shields  which  become  smooth  with  age,  while  the 
ventral  shields  gradually  grow  smaller  and  at  last 
disappear.  The  sides  of  the  fish,  as  its  scientific 
name  implies,  is  of  a  reddish-bronze  colour,  the 
dorsal  surface  being  quite  dark  in  hue. 

As  a  rule  the  sturgeon  frequents  comparatively 
shallow  water  in  the  spring  and  summer,  and  is 
therefore  oftener  taken  in  nets  than  by  any  other 
method.  They  are  easily  captured  in  the  spring 
when  they  congregate  about  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  at  spawning  time,  which  time  usually  starts 
in  May  and  finishes  in  July.  At  this  time  the 
habits  of  the  fish  render  them  comparatively 
defenceless ;  they  run  in  schools,  depositing  their 
spawn  along  seams  in  rocky  ledges.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  watch  these  spawning  operations.  The 
females  seem  to  rush  along  the  ledges  and  rocky 
bottoms  in  shallow  places  followed  by  the  males, 
both  rolling  over  and  over  on  the  bottom,  and  then 
suddenly  they  rise  to  the  surface  and  precipitate 
themselves  clean  out  of  the  water,  falling  back 
with  a  huge  splash.  As  a  rule  the  whole  of  the 
fish  come  out  of  the  water,  and  when  these 
individuals  happen  to  be,  perhaps,  six  or  se^■en  feet 
long  one  may  imagine  the  turmoil  caused  when  the 
whole  school,  containing  many  fish  of  this  size, 
starts  the  jmnping  business.  'Thev  can  then  be 
successfully  gaffed,  or  by  hauling  hooks  along  the 
bottom  (in  the  same  way  as  the  Scotch  salmon 
poachers),  or  by  spearing,  and  this  is  the  method 
adopted  by  the  Indians.  So  thick  are  they  at 
times  that  the  men  smiply  wade  into  the  river  and 
scoop  them  out  on  to  the  banks  with  pitchforks. 

But  to  readers  of  this  paper  the  most  interesting 
information  about  the  sturgeon  will  be  the  possi- 
bilities of  its  providing  sport  to  the  ever-increasing 
army  of  fishermen  who  roam  the  world  in  search 
of  angling  in  all  its  diversified  forms.  That  it  will 
provide  sport  I  have  seen  and  proved  for  myself. 
J ust  after  the  ice  had  gone  this  spring  I  was  staying 
at  a  place  called  Bais-des-Peres,  on  the  river 
Ottawa,  and  saw  a  young  fellow  fishing  with  a  pole, 
line  like  a  rope,  and  a  worm  for  a  bait— fishing 
tackle  is  of  the  rudest  description  in  these  regions! 
He  was  fishing  for  suckers,  fish  very  much  like 
roach,  chub,  and  dace ;  in  fact,  I  believe  they  are 
called  chub-suckers.  The  woi-m  was  lying  on  the 
bottom  in  about  six  feet  of  water,  and  he  had  not 
been  getting  many  fish.  Suddenly  he  recei%-ed  a 
pull  that  nearly  landed  him  in  the  water,  but 
holding  on  to  his  balsam  pole  with  might  and  main 
he  succeeded  in  landing  a  sturgeon  three  feet  six 
inches  long  and  weighing  close  on  twenty  pounds. 
This  set  me  thinking.  Everyone  had  told  me  that 
sturgeon  could  only  be  caught  in  nets,  and  never 
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by  any  chance  were  caught  by  rod  and  line.    I  said 
everybody,  but  there  was  an  exception,  an  old 
settler,  who  at  one  time  had  lived  on  the  shores  of 
Lake  Nipissing,  and  he  told  me  he  had  seen  the 
Indians  laying  night  lines  for  these  fish,  and  that 
they  very  often  got  a  dozen  at  a  haul.    As  far  as 
this  old  chap  remembered  the  Indians  used  pieces 
of  sucker  for  bait,  and  their  hooks  were  made  of 
bone,  and  were  of  the  most  primitive  description. 
I  made  up  my  mind  that  it  was  a  game  certainly 
worth  trying  wlien  yoio  Icnow  wliere  the  fish  lay, 
otherwise  one  would  require  more  patience  than 
ev«i  Job  possessed.    I  said  that  sturgeon  princi- 
pftBy  affect  shallow  water  in  the  summer,  but  they 
have  an  aggravating  tendency  of  slidmg  off  into 
deep  water  for  short  periods  and  reappearing  in 
shallow  water  in  a  few  days  in  quite  a  different 
direction.    Having  found  a  spot  on  the  Ottawa 
where  these  fish  were  shoalmg,  I  rigged  up  my 
strongest  pike  tackle  and  threw  out  a  ledger  baited 
with  a  piece  of  shad,  but  although  I  tried  this 
several  times,  and  also  pieces  of  salt  pork  on  the 
triangle  hooks,  I  was  not  successful.    I  then  played 
a  game  of  watching,  and  found  that  they  were 
probing  about  on  the  bottom  with  their  long  snouts, 
and  I  noticed  that  in  this  search  for  food  they  were 
greatly  aided  by  the  large  and  sensitive  tentacles 
which  surround  the  mouth.    They  were  rooting 
out   fresh-water  mussels   and    crustaceans,  and 
having  procm-ed  some   of  these  better  success 
attended  my  efforts— a  161b.  sturgeon  was  soon 
fighting  for  his  life.     There  is  no  mistaking  the 
fighting.    First,  a  clean  shoot  out  of  the  water 
— and  let  me  here  say  there  is  no  more  strildng 
object  than  to  see  a  stmgeon  fling  his  whole  length 
out  of  his  native  element — then  a  dive  to  the 
bottom,  then  sulks,  then  a  head  up-stream,  and 
finally  rolled  in  on  the  stones.    That  is  the  only 
sturgeon  I  have  caught,  but  I  think  most  anglers 
will  agree  with  me  that  with  fish  attaining  to  such  a 
size,  and  being  such  a  game  fighter,  the  possibilities 
of  his  ranking  as  a  foe  worthy  any  fisherman's 
zeal  are  large,  and  I  intend  to  devote  a  good  deal 
of  time  to  the  study  of  baits  and  the  best  tackle 
that  should  be  devoted  to  this  form  of  angling. 
Possibly,  in  some  other  parts  of  the  world,  it  is 
angled  for  with  rod  and  line,  but  personally  I  have 
not  come  across  any  account   of   such  fishing. 
When  I  have  made  larger  experiments  with  better 
success — and  I  am  sure  one  only  has  to  go  about  it 
in  the  right  way — I  will  send  home  another  account 
which  I  hope  will  prove  more  interesting  so  far  as 
the  number  of  fish  caught  and  the  methods  used 
are  concerned.  A.  L.  S. 


NEW  PEICE  LIST  OF  ME.  J.  E. 
EICHAEDSON,  OF  KINGSTON- 
ON-THAMES. 


Quite  a  useful  feature  in  Mr.  John  R.  Richard- 
son's new  illustrated  price  list  of  fishing  tackle 
and  rods  is  an  introductory  article  by  Mr.  F.  H. 
Amphlett,  one  of  oiu-  best  authorities  on  Thames 
angling,  entitled  "  Kingston  as  an  Angling  Resort," 
which  will  be  found  of  the  greatest  use  to  all  those 
who  think  of  fishing  the  Thames  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kingston.  We  should  lOie  to  quote  from 
it,  but  that  would  hardly  be  fair  to  Mr.  Richardson. 

The  following  are  the  items  to  which  Mr. 
Richardson  directs  special  attention  in  the  preface 
to  his  new  list : — 

"  The  increased  demand  for  my  goods  during  the  past 
few  years  has  again  necessitated  the  extension  of  my 
premises  and  stafi.  ,  . 

"  Amongst  other  items  which  will  be  found  m  the 
new  season's  catalogue,  and  to  which  I  beg  to  call 
special  attention,  are  the  'Dry  Fly  Rod,'  which 
cannot  be  equalled  and  certainly  not  excelled ;  the 
'  Corrie '  ;  the  '  Special,'  a  thoroughly  good  rod  ; 
the  '  Little  Beauty '  is  well  deserving  of  its  name, 
and  a  marvel  at  the  price;  the  'Kingston,'  'New- 
bury' 'Nuthall,'  'Thames,'  'Improved  Jardme,' 
'  Wheeldon,'  '  Durward  Lely,'  '  Hackness,'  '  Am- 
phlett," '  Littlewood,'  and  the  'Kingston  General' 
are  rods  which  have  received  the  most  flattering 
testimonials  from  the  leading  authorities. 

"  Of  sea  rods  I  have  two  special  patterns— namely, 
the  '  Ball '  and  '  Deal.'  All  the  latest  improvements 
appertaining  to  sea  rods  have  been  applied  to  these 
patterns.  , 

"  With  regard  to  flies,  I  have  many  now  patterns  and 
varieties.  The  enthusiastic  reception  which  '  Lovely 
Flies'  have  received  from  the  angling  press  and 
public  is  unique  in  the  history  of  fly  dressing." 

We  have  so  .  often— as  will  be  seen  from  the 


extracts  quoted  from  our  pages  in  this  nicely 
printed  and  handy  catalogue  —  had  occasion  to 
recommend  the  rods,  flies,  etc.,  supplied  by  Mr. 
Richardson,  and  especially  the  unsurpassed  work 
of  Mrs.  Richardson  as  a  maker  of  the  best  of  dry 
flies,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  com- 
mend their  new  list  to  the  notice  of  anglers. 

As  a  backing  for  salmon  lines,  as  well  as  for 
spinning  and  prawning  for  salmon  and  other  fish, 
Mr.  Richardson's  pure  silk  "  Thames "  plaited 
line,  made  in  six  sizes,  is  extraordinary  value  at 
the  price,  which  ranges  from  Is.  9d.  to  6s.  6d.  per 
one  hundred  yards  !  We  remember  the  time  when 
IJd.  and  2d. 'a  yard  was  charged  for  such  lines — 
if  as  good. 

THE    1902    ST.  PETEESBUEG 
INTEENATIONAL  FISHEEIES 
EXHIBITION. 

(Organised  by  the  Imperial  Society  of  Fisheries 
and  Fish  Culture  at  St.  Petersburg.)  ] 


General  Rules  of  the  Exhibition  and  of  the 
International  Fisheries  Congress. 

1.  The  Imperial  Russian  Society  of  Fish-Culture 
and  Fisheries,  under  the  patronage  of  His  Imperial 
Highness  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius  Alexandrovitch, 
has  obtained  the  sanction  of  His  Imperial  Majesty 
to  organise  an  International  Exhibition  of  Fisheries 
in  February  and  March  of  1902,  at  St.  Petersburg, 
and  to  hold  in  conjimction  therewith  an  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Fisheries. 

2.  The  Exhibition  is  open  to  Russian  and  foreign 
exhibitors.  Its  objects  consist  in  {a)  determining 
the  actual  condition  of  sea  and  fresh  water  fisheries, 
and  of  other  similar  pursuits  ;  {h)  acquainting  pro- 
ducers and  consumers  with  the  various  products  of 
fisheries  and  with  methods  of  preparing  and  pre- 
serving the  same  ;  (c)  exhibiting  the^  gradual 
development  and  actual  state  of  artificial  fish 
breeding,  as  likewise  the  various  aspects  of  amateur 
fishing  and  angling  ;  {d)  promoting  scientific 
research  pursued  in  the  interests  of  fisheries. 

3.  The  organisation  of  the  Exhibition  and  its 
management  is  devolved  on  an  executive  committee 
formed  by  the  managing  board  of  the  society  and 
consisting  of  members,  and  if  necessary  of  other 
persons. 

4.  The  funds  requu-ed  to  cover  the  expenses  of 
the  Exhibition  consist  of  (a)  appropriations  made 
by  the  society ;  (6)  Government,  public,  and 
private  grants  ;  (c)  entrance  fees  ;  id)  space  money  ; 
(e)  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  catalogues ;  (/)  a  per- 
centage charged  on  exhibits  sold  and  other 
receipts. 

5.  Awards  are  granted  by  a  jury,  composed  of 
the  managers  of  the  Russian  and  of  the  several 
foreign  sections,  and  of  representatives  of  societies 
of  fisheries,  members,  and  of  such  specialists  not 
being  members  who  may  be  invited  to  serve  as 
jurymen  by  the  presiding  judge. 

6.  The  awards  consist  of  honorary  diplomas 
(highest  award),  gold  (vermeille),  silver  and  bronze 
medals,  and  honourable  mentions.  Pecuniary 
awards  can  be  granted  besides. 

The  managing  board  of  the  society,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  jury,  may  be  empowered  to 
make  representations  to  the  Government  on  the 
advisability  of  conferring  on  Russian  exhibitors, 
who  have  gained  distinction  in  their  business,  the 
right  to  mark  their  goods  with  the  sign  of  the 
Imperial  arms. 

7.  The  International  Fisheries  Congress  will  be 
held  during  the  Exhibition. 

8.  The  Congress  is  organised  by  a  special  com- 
mittee, formed  by  the  managing  board  of  the 
society,  and  composed  of  members  and  of  leading 
specialists,  Russian  and  foreign. 

9.  The  Congress  will  discuss  such  questions 
relating  to  fisheries  and  fish-culture  which  are  of  a 
general  or  of  an  international  interest.  Questions 
relating  to  Russian  fisheries  will  form  the  subject 
of  a  distinct  section  of  the  Congress. 

10.  The  expenses  of  the  Congress  and  the  cost  of 
publication  of  its  transactions  will  be  met  by 
appropriations  made  by  the  society,  Government 
and  other  grants,  and  members'  fees. 

11.  The  members  of  the  Congress  are  entitled  to 
free  copies  of  its  transactions  and  to  free  passes 
to  the  Exhibition. 

12.  These  rules  will  constitute  the'basis  of  {a)  a 
detailed  classification  of  the  Exhibition  ;  {h)  of  the 
regulations  ;  (c)  of  the  rules  for  the  jury ;  and  id)  of 
the  programme  of  rules  of  the  Congress. 


Angling. 

This  comes  under  Section  VI.  and  includes  : 

Group  38. — Rods,  reels,  lines  (silk,  cotton,  hair), 
corks,  floats,  leads,  fish-hooks,  artificial  flies  and 
baits,  gaffs.  Appliances  for  transporting  fish  and 
live  bait ;  buckets,  baskets,  etc.  Apparatus  for 
manufacturing  fishing  lines.  Contrivances  for 
repairing  fishing  tackle. 

Group  39. — Live  and  artificial  bait.  Material 
for  manufacturing  artificial  flies. 

Group  40. — Anglers'  apparel  and  outfit  of  every 
description — folding  chairs,  boots,  canoes,  etc. 

Fish  culture  (both  sea  and  fresh  water)  is  to  be 
very  fully  represented. 


JOHNSON  NOT  THE  AUTHOE  OF 
THE  LIBEL  ON  ANGLING. 

{From  The  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Dec.  11,  1886,  p.  340.) 


The  following  is  from  "  Notes  and  Queries," 
3rd  S.,  Dec.  15,  1866,  p.  472,  and  proves  that  the 
original  idea  is  much  older  than  is  generally 
supposed : — 

"  Dr.  Johnson's  Definition  of  an  Angler. 

"  '  A  stick  and  a  string,  a  worm  at  one  end  and 
a  fool  at  the  other,'  has  been  frequently  quoted  as, 
Dr.  Johnson's  description  of  a  man  angling ;  but 
the  other  day  I  met  with  some  French  lines  con- 
veying an  exactly  similar  sentiment.    These  were 
written  by  Guyet,  who,  if  he  was  Martial  Guyet, 
died   nearly  a   hundred  years   before  the  great 
lexicographer  was  born.  They  are  as  follows  : — 
"  Messieurs,  je  suis  p6cheur,  et  p6cheur  a  la  ligne, 
I'en  fais  ici  I'aveu,  ce  cas  semble  pen  digne, 
De  vos  graves  esprits ;  car  ou  I'a  dit  souvent, 
La  ligne,  avec  sa  canne,  est  un  long  instrument, 
Dont  le  plus  mince  bout  tient  un  petit  reptile, 
Et  dont  I'autre  est  tenu  par  un  grand  imb6cile." 

Edward  Hamilton. 


TWEED  SALMON  FISHINGS  OF 
THE  PAST. 


Showing  rent  derived  from  these  fishings  every 
tenth  year  until  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 


North  Bells. 

Bailiffs'  Bat. 

£ 

s. 

£.  s. 

In  1660  . 

.  171 

0  ... 

...     64  0 

„  1670  . 

.  81 

0  ... 

...     44  0 

„  1G80  . 

.  37 

0  ... 

...     28  0 

„  1690  . 

7 

0  ... 

7  10 

„  1700  . 

7 

5  ... 

5  0 

„  1710  . 

.  23 

0  ... 

...     11  10 

„  1720  . 

.  45 

0  ... 

...     13  0 

„  1730  . 

.  98 

0  ... 

...     15  0 

„  1740  . 

.  129 

0  ... 

...     60  10 

„  1750  . 

.  152 

0  ... 

...     74  0 

„  1760  . 

.  155 

0  ... 

...     80  0 

„  1770  . 

.  165 

0  ... 

...    115  0 

„  1780  . 

.  167 

0  ... 

...    125  0 

„  1794  . 

.  125 

0  ... 

...    163  0 

„  1801  . 

.  82 

0  ... 

...    110  0 

iJAUiC*\^U«-'»-*.  i^v.J-'vu   ^  . 

Tweed,"  by  Jos.  Jno.  Hills,  Berwick-on-Tweed, 
February  10,  1901. 

There  were  three  modes  of  fishing  in  the  olden 
times.  They  are  described  by  Mr.  Weddell  (town 
clerk)  as  "  wear-shot,"  "  stell-nets,"  and  "  ring  or 
bob  nets."    Stake  nets  are  of  recent  origin. 

The  "  wear-shot  net "  is  rowed  by  means  of  a 
boat  into  the  river  in  a  circular  form,  and  is 
immediately  drawn  to  the  shore. 

The  "  stell "  is  a  net  of  a  similar  shape,  and  is 
likewise  rowed  into  the  river,  but  in  a  semi-circular 
form.  A  rope  attached  to  the  one  end  of  it  is 
held  by  the  fishermen  on  shore,  and  to  the  other 
extremity  is  attached  an  anchor,  which  is  fastened 
in  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  fishermen  in  the  boat 
then  go  to  the  centre  of  the  net  on  the  outside  of  it 
and  take  hold  of  it,  and  when  they  either  feel  fish 
strike  against  the  net  or  see  them  approach  within 
its  reach,  they  give  notice  to  the  men  on  shore, 
and,  while  the  latter  haul  in  their  end  of  the  net, 
the  men  in  the  boat  hoist  the  anchor  and  row 
with  it  on  shore. 

The  "ring  or  bob  net"  is  a  long  net  without 
any  bosom  (which  the  other  nets  have) ,  and  is  fixed 
in  the  river  in  a  straight  line  perpendicular  to  the 
shore  by  a  stone  or  anchor  at  one  extremity  in  the 
river  and  to  a  post  or  ring  on  the  shore.  This 
description  of  net  does  not,  like  the  others,  require 
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the  constant  attendance  of  workmen.  The  meshes 
of  the  bob  net  are  sufficiently  large  to  allow  the 
head  only  of  the  salmon  to  go  through  them,  and 
when  they  find  they  cannot  proceed  they  attempt 
to  turn  and  are  caught  by  the  gil's,  and  the  work 
men  at  their  leisure  remove  them  from  the  net. 

The  "  wear  shot  "  is,  the  only  one  now  allowed 
the  others  being  fixed  nets  were  abolished  by  the 
Tweed  Fisheries  Act,  August  17,  1857. 

It  is  the  "ring  or  bob  net"  which  is  used  in 
poaching  on  this  coast.  These  nets  are  therefore 
clearly  illegal,  besides  the  possessors  not  being 
"  authorised  persons."  In  other  words,  illegal  in 
themselves,  and  illegal  in  then-  possession.  By 
tjie  Tweed  Acts  no  person  is  allowed  to  have 
in  his  or  her  possession  a  net  legal  in  itself  being 
an  "  unauthorised  person,"  and  the  bailiffs  can 
seize  any  such  net  within  some  miles  of  the 
Tweed  under  the  authority  given  by  the  afore- 
said acts.  So  that  poachers  have  not  a  leg  to 
stand  upon  when  taken  into  Court. 

J.  J.  Hills. 


OULTON  BKOAD  EEVISITED. 

Just  a  few  lines  to  relate  a  short  visit  to 
Lowestoft  and  its  adjacent  fine  fishing  broad 
(Oulton).  I  merely  went  down  for  a  blow  on  the 
broad  and  the  river  Waveney,  and  two  days  of  my 
stay  were  partly  occupied  by  delightful  sails  in  one 
of  the  roomy  and  well-appointed  yachts,  for  which 
the  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  expanses  of  water  are  so 
noted.  Although  I  did  not  fish  at  all,  I  saw  plenty 
of  angling  going  on,  both  on  the  broad  and  the 
beautiful  river  Waveney,  the  latter  being  very 
fishful  in  the  vicinity  of  Burgh  St.  Peters.  Bream 
and  roach  are  met  with  abundantly  in  Oulton,  and 
some  fine  catches  are  recorded  so  far  this  season. 
There  is  just  now,  however,  a  deal  of  yachting  and 
pleasure  boating  going  on,  and  the  best  fishing 
IS  naturally  in  the  early  mornings,  before  the 
yachtmg  commences,  and  again  in  the  evening. 
Towards  the  end  of  August  and  during  September, 
when  the  yachting  and  boating  is  very  much 
curtailed,  will  be  found  the  best  time  for  good 
sport,  and  splendid  fishing  in  the  Waveney  for 
roach,  perch,  and  bream  can  then  and  later  in  the 
season  be  enjoyed.  It  need  only  be  added  that  I 
had  the  best  of  accommodation,  homely  comfort, 
and  extreme  civility  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stebbingi 
at  the  Commodore,  which  is  right  on  the  margin  of 
the  broad,  and  where  excellent  boats  are  on  hand, 
also  bait  for  fishing  parties.  J.  j). 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to, 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Hig-li  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
^veTLelow         *°       """"  °^  ^'^'^  ^^^'^      London  Mdge 

130  min.  for  Chelsea.  ,55  min.  for  Kew. 

Addlfl   "~      ^"t"ey-      .^^    j^^j75   „     „  Richmond. 
H5   .,     „  Hammersmith.  SO  „     „  Twickenham. 

(50  „     „  Barnes.  (35   „     „  Teddington. 

^nYT''?        "    liigh  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridse  it 

N  R  '^'Sh  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutesTater  ' 
anrtrr;7^  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 

and  one  down-stream  retards  it.  "lui-ii, 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridoi!. 

Morning. 

3.38   


4.18 
4.59 
5.40 
0.27 
7.21 
8.23 


Evening. 
....  3.57 
....  4.39 
....  5.19 
....  6.  2 
....  6.53 
....  7.50 
3 


Saturday,  August  3 
Sunday,  „  4 

Monday,  „  5 

Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Eemaeks.— The  rain  has  im 
proved  the  river  a  little  but  not  much.  The  water 
has  been  higher  during  the  week  and  has  lifted  a  lot 
of  decayed  weeds  away  from  the  slacker  water 
and  off  the  banks.  The  consequence  is  that 
anglers  are  much  troubled  with  floating  weeds  which 
come  down  the  river  in  large  festoons.  Very  few 
good  fish  have  been  caught  at  Kingston ;  on  Wednesday 
Mr.  J  K  Richardson  had  twenty-three  barbel  with 
«;°^'iT  scaling  3§lb., 

and  Mr.  T.  White,  at  the  Surbiton  Sewer,  had  five  dizen 
good  roach  after  the  rain,  many  of  the  fish  going 
l?''^^p,■^  also  hear  of  two  large  roach  being 
caught  at  Thames  Ditton.  Messrs.  Yates  and  Turrall 
at  the  Chapel  Swim  have  had  thirty  barbel,  three 
bream^  and  a  dozen  roach  which  they  returned,  and 
Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill  has  had  several  small  barbel. 


At  Teddington  Weir  very  poor  sport  has  been  had 
with  the  barbel,  only  one  or  two  undersized  fish  being 
taken  by  anglers  as  a  rule.  Mr.  F.  Arthur  and  I 
have  had  a  few  days  at  Potter  Heighamon  the  Thurne. 
We  had  several  bream  and  roach,  largest  roach  lib., 
and  largest  bream  21b.  lOoz.  Since  then  I  have  been 
to  Weymouth,  but  it  is  rather  too  early  to  get  good 
fishing  there  ;  another  month's  time  would  be  better. 
Off  the  pier  anglers  were  catching  nothing  but  under 
sized  whiting,  pout,  and  pollack.— P.  H.  Amphlett. 

Thames  fChertsey).— On  July  26  Mr.  D.  Wilson,  of 
Ghertsey  (with  Loton  Hackett),  took  ten  fine  barbel 
and  one  chub,  largest  barbel  41b.  On  July  27  Mr. 
Kempe,  of  Woking  (with  Loton  Hackett),  took  one 
barbel  of  41b.  and  a  nice  basket  of  roach  and  dace. 
On  July  27  Messrs.  Bool  and  Cooper  (with  H.  Vickeryj 
took  three  chub,  two  bream,  and  one  roach  of  l:Vlb. 
On  July  31  Messrs.  Founds  and  Boscoe,  of  Halliford 
(with  H.  Viokery),  took  a  nice  lot  of  dace.  Water 
improved  by  rain,  and  a  change  in  the  wind  will  brin 
plenty  of  sport. — John  J.  Eyre. 

  (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.).— We  have  had 

heavy  and  continuous  rains  throughout  the  Thames 
Valley  in  these  districts,  and  it  has  very  much 
improved  the  fishings  all  round.  A  few  fine  perch 
have  been  caught  near  Lechlade  Bridge.  A  41b.  trout 
has  been  pointed  out  to  me  near  St.  John's  Bridge.  A 
young  otter  has  been  shot  near  Lechlade  Mill  and 
another  near  Eastleach. — Rambler. 

  (Teddington). —During  the  week  I  have 

taken  twenty-five  dozen  roach  and  dace,  a  few  small 
barbel,  and  one  Jack,  51b.  Mr.  Sinabaldi  has  had  four 
barbel.  The  rain  has  not  made  much  difference,  in 
fact,  as  I  am  writing  the  water  is  gin  bright,  and'  we 
shall  have  to  have  a  lot  more  to  put  any  colour  in  it 
— Walter  McBeide. 

Ancholme  District.— Owing  to  the  recent  rains 
and  fine  colour  of  the  water  sport  on  the  Ancholme 
continues  excellent.  On  Friday  (July  26)  Mr.  F 
Walker  (of  Brigg)  and  Mr.  S.  C.  Laceley  (of  London) 
got  two  stone  eight  pounds  of  roach,  a  very  fine  lot, 
with  biggest  fish  reaching  lib.  lOoz.  On  Saturday 
(July  27)  Mr.  White  (of  Brigg)  had  201b.  of  fish,  con- 
sisting of  nine  bream  21b.  each,  one  roach  l^lb.,  and 
a  dace  of  Jib.  On  same  day  Messrs.  Bent,  Keyworth, 
and  Marris,  of  Woodhouse,  had  three  stone  of  fish.' 
Matches  are  being  fished,  and  the  top  weight  has 
reached  over  201b.  Tench,  too,  are  still  well  in 
evidence. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— The  river  is 
now  in  good  order  for  all-round  angling.  Silver  bream 
had  in  good  quantities  up  to  fib.  each.  Eels  are 
giving  sport.  Roach  are  now  nicely  coming  on  the 
feed  mornings  and  evenings.  London  anglers  are  doing 
well.  Takes  are  now  had  up  to  101b.  some  days,  one 
rod  only  ;  baits  vary.  Boiled  wheat  fresh  on  the  spot. 
Worms  are  useful,  which  anglers  must  bring  with 
them  for  the  largest  fish— namely,  bream.  Prospects 
lod.— John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 
Coin,  leach,  etc.,  (Hast  Gloucestershire).— 
The  Bull  Hotel  waters  are  in  capital  order  ;  the  recent 
heavy  rains  we  have  had  has  put  a  good  head  of 
water  on  and  it  is  of  a  nice  tinge.  The  trout  rise  well 
about  noon  and  in  the  evening  just  before  sundown. 
Several  rods  have  been  out  and  a  good  brace  or  two 
have  been  got.  Amongst  others  who  have  been  out 
are  Messrs.  Harold  Milward,  Langford,  G.  B.  Milne 
Wykeham  Martin,  the  "  Vicar,"  etc.— Pan.  ' 
Darenth  (Parningham,  Sutton.at-Hone,  etc.) 
■This  district  has  had  but  a  very  small  share  of  the 
rain,  and  the  water  has  been  low  and  clear.  Con- 
sequently sport  has  been  bad  and  poachers  busy.  I 
saw  a  gang  of  them  engaged  in  poking  out  the  trout 
from  under  the  banks  with  a  pole  1  My  only  fish  took 
a  Jenny  Spinner.    Prospects  poor. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  again  this 
week  has  been  very  slow,  and  catches  have  only 
reached  a  brace  or  two.  The  recent  rain  has  not  had 
the  desired  effect  of  bringing  the  fish  down  from  the 
moorland  waters,  and  the  fact  is  that  the  turn  was 
so  dry  that  the  torrent  was  quickly  absorbed,  and  the 
river  has  not  been  risen  more  than  an  inch  or  so. 
In  the  pools  there  is  still  plenty  of  fish,  but  few  have 
been  caught.  The  net  fishing  at  the  weir  have  had 
little  sport,  and  on  Wednesday  (July  31)  the  Ditti- 
sham  boats  landed  four  fine  salmon. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  Although  the  rain  has 
come,  the  majority  of  the  rivers  have  been  little 
affected,  and  it  is  evident  that  if  any  more  good 
fishing  is  to  be  had  there  must  be  more  rain.  Fishing 
in  the  Exe  some  days  since,  Mr.  W.  Cosway,  0I 
Tiverton,  landed  a  fine  trout  weighing  4Jlb.  The 
catches  of  salmon  in  the  Upper  Dart  have  been  almost 
nil,  and  sport  generally  has  been  poor.  In  the  Avon 
the  water  is  very  fine  and  clear,  and  numerous  trout 
are  lying  in  the  pools. — Devonian. 

£sk  (Whitby).— The  outlook  for  anglers  who  have 
patiently,  but  somewhat  unsuccessfully,  plied  the  rod 
on  this  river  hitherto  during  the  season  is  now  much 
improved,  the  heavy  thunderstorms  which  have 
recently  visited  the  district  having  allowed  heavy 
freshets  from  the  hills  to  run  into  the  main  water, 
and  in  consequence  a  heavy  flood  has  swept  the  river. 
A  few  nice  fish  have  been  taken  on  various  parts  of 


the  river,  an  accurate  record  of  which  is  not  to  hand 
at  the  time  of  writing.  The  water  is  now  fining  down 
considerably,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  davs  some 
good  sport  should  bo  obtained.  Sea  angling  lius  pro- 
vided capital  sport  during  the  past  week,  mixed  fish 
having  been  landed  on  the  piers  and  in  the  offing  in 
large  numbers. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- Since  my  last  report 
a  violent  thunderstorm  has  passed  over  E.>ceter  and 
district  but  the  very  dry  soil  has  appropriated  all  the 
rain  drops  that  fell  and  our  river  has  not  been  flushed 
or  much  benefited.  Messrs.  Bastard,  Thewissen, 
Snell,  Taylor,  and  Milton  have  negotiated  a  few 
trout  and  eels,  and  the  perch  have  sported  fairly  well ; 
two  lots  fell  to  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Kelley's  share, 
twenty-six  weighing  141b.  and  IG  on  a  second 
trial  scaling  over  81b.— two  best  fish  lib.  7oz.  and 
lib.  6oz.  respectively.  The  canal  fishers,  where 
the  water  is  always  at  its  normal  height,  have  had 
some  small  carp  and  a  few  tench  and  roach  have  been 
caught  with  worm  and  paste.  On  Tuesday  the  Exe 
between  Brampford  Speke  and  Up  Exe  was  visited  by 
Mr.  Willey's  hounds,  and  to  everyone's  delight  a  kill 
of  one  of  the  angler's  detestations  was  brought  about 
near  Up  Exe  Station  ;  Mr.  Coombe  and  family  showed 
usual  attention  and  courtesy. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Reports  of  angling  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Wisbech 
are  chiefly  concerned  with  roach.  One  report  is  to 
the  effect  that  owing  to  the  falling  off  in  the  supply  of 
water  for  agricultural  purposes,  a  quantity  of  sea 
water  has  been  allowed  to  run  up  the  Middle 
Level  Drain  at  Outwell.  This  has  put  a  stop 
to  the  sport  in  that  district,  but  other  drains 
in  the  neighbourhood  have  yielded  roach  and  tench 
fairly  well.  A  good  number  of  perch  has  also 
been  landed,  mostly  by  the  aid  of  brandling  worms 
but  live  bait  in  the  shape  of  bleak  and  small  roach  have 
been  successful.  Roach  fishing  has  also  been  brisk  in 
the  Lower  Level,  North  Level,  and  Middle  Drove 
drains.  The  Forty-foot  is  almost  too  weedy  excent 
about  Billingborough. — Limpet. 

Grove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent).— Only  a  few  slight 
showers  during  the  week.  Mr.  L.  D.  Hyland  in 
three  visits  had  capital  baskets  of  roach,  heaviest  one 
fish  weighing  21b.  3oz.,  also  one  IJlb.,  and  many  over 
lib.  each.  Several  visitors  from  Heme  Bay  and  Mar- 
gate have  done  fairly  well.  On  July  28  several  London 
club  anglers  down,  two  members  from  Walthamstow 
exhibited  at  the  Dog  and  Duck  a  nice  bag  of  roach 
about  201h.,  taken  near  Minster.  Mr.  Bodien",  Brothers 
Well  Met,  and  Dacey,  of  the  Merry  Anglers,  reported 
fish  not  feeding  well  on  the  upper  reaches.  Best 
results  from  the  swift  running  water  near  the  Doc 
and  Duck  and  Pluck's  Gutter.  Anglers  may  find  some 
difficulty  in  securing  lodgings,  but  should'  try  either 
Minster  or  Sturry.  Cheap  S.E.R.  trips  daily  from  all 
the  seaside  resorts. — J.  K. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  rains  and 
storms  which  we  have  had  during  the  last  fortnight 
have  had  the  effect  of  freshening  up  the  waters  of  the 
Idle,  Ryton,  etc.,  and  have  put  volume  into  the  flow 
of  the  drains  about  the  Isle  of  Axholme.  As  a  result 
of  this  some  fairly  good  baskets  of  roach  have  come  up 
from  the  waters  below  Retford.  Several  good  baskets 
were  made  between  Bollam  and  Mattersey,  and  also 
from  near  Scrooby.  The  drains  about  Haxey  and  on 
towards  Crowle  and  Althorpe  have  not  received  a 
great  deal  of  attention  owing  to  the  better  sport 
obtainable  about  Broughton  Bridge  and  on  towards 
Brigg.  Some  of  the  baskets  made  were  worth  atten- 
tion. One  had  12  bream  scaling  301b.,  another  101b. 
of  bream,  another  had  a  capital  lot  of  roach,  the  best 
scaling  lib.  12oz.  Several  had  samples  of  tench 
running  to  21b.  Many  matches  were  also  fished  in 
this  district. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Icklingham,  Lackford, 
and  Plempton). — Roach  and  dace  are  now  well  on 
the  feed  at  these  swims.  Messrs.  Wallace,  Enock,  and 
J.  Jeffrey,  fishing  at  Jack  Tree  deep  on  Monday 
last,  took  fifty  remarkably  fine  roach,  several  of 
them  weighing  close  on  21b.  each.  The  dace  are 
taking  the  fiy  very  well  indeed,  the  Red  Tag  and 
Black  Gnat  being  the  best  flies  at  present.  The  whole 
river  is  full  of  fish,  and  tickets  may  be  obtained  at 
the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  also  every  accommodation 
for  anglers  wishing  to  try  this  part  of  the  pretty 
stream.  The  weeds  are  rather  bad  where  not  cut,  but 
there  are  plenty  of  nice  clear  swims.  Weather,  at 
time  of  writing,  cloudy  and  dull. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  heavy  rainfall  has  put  the  Lea  in  much 
better  condition  for  coarse-fishing.  In  some  parts  it 
has  been  well  flushed  and  scoured,  and  sport  has 
improved  in  consequence.  The  roach  have  fed  better, 
and  a  good  many  fish  over  lib.  have  been  caught.  Some 
of  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  lib.  5oz.  have  been  landed 
between  Cheshunt  and  Ware,  and  at  the  latter  station 
Mr.  Bradshaw  has  taken  a  pretty  basket  of  good-class 
roach.  Both  with  the  fly  and  bottom  bait  some  chub  and 
dace  have  been  taken,  but  no  large  specimens  are 
reported  captured.  Dace  up  to  Soz.  have  been  caught 
at  Ware  and  Hertford.  Anglers  can  now  retain  pike 
and  perch  from  the  Lea,  and  both  fish  are  in  good 
condition.    Some  nice  size  perch  ought  to  be  taken 
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with  worms.  The  Stort,  Beane,  and  other  tributaries 
are  looking  all  the  better  for  the  flushing,  and  on  the 
private  trout  waters  nice  sport  ought  now  to  be  the 
order. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Reports  from  the  society's 
keeper  show  that  the  water  is  now  a  good  colour  after 
the  rain  and  altogether  in  excellent  trim  for  anglers. 
The  sport,  too,  although  hitherto  very  good,  has  im- 
proved still  more,  and  may  be  termed  excellent. 
During  the  past  week  the  following  takes  of  bream 
have  been  had  :  5  stone  (this  is  the  biggest  bag  this 
season),  3,  2J,  2J,  2,  1^,  IJ  stones,  and  several  smaller 
bags.  A  few  nice  catches  of  roach  have  also  been 
recorded,  and  on  the  whole  the  members  have  expressed 
themselves  delighted  with  the  sport  afiorded. — Percy 
W.  Geay. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  slightly  stained,  and  have 
risen  about  a  foot  after  the  very  heavy  rain  at  the 
end  of  last  week.  The  colour  has  run  off,  and  they 
are  now  a  nice  level  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing. 
The  fresh  of  water  has  moved  the  trout  and  grayling, 
and  they  are  rising  well  at  the  fly.  Wasp  grub  and 
minnow  fishing  has  accoimted  for  large  trout.  There 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had. — Gwtnnb. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  very  low  and  clear,  the  rain  of  last  week 
only  affecting  them  in  the  least  degree  possible, 
though  it  has  certainly  refreshed  them,  and  fish  for  a 
week  past  have  moved  more  freely.  Some  very  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  with  fly  and  bottom  also. 
Flies  that  have  proved  most  killing  have  been  Yellow 
Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Sky  Blue  and  Red 
Ant,  whilst  the  following  are  also  on,  and  may  be 
selected  from  to  suit  the  day — July  Dun,  August  Dun, 
Quill  Gnat,  Black  Palmer,  Black  Gnat,  Blue  Gnat, 
July  Gnat,  Red  Spinner,  Coachman,  Caddis  and  Ginger 
Moth.  To-day  (Wednesday,  July  31)  has  been  bright 
and  hot.  The  glass,  which  had  crept  up,  is  now 
falling  a  little,  but  the  wind  sticks  mostly  between 
north-west  and  north-east.  Prospects  for  coming 
week  (with  anything  like  favourable  weather)  are 
good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peter borongh). — Exceptionally  large  num- 
bers of  anglers  have  been  plying  the  rod  on  our  river 
close  to  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Peterborough  this  week, 
and  on  Monday  the  district  was  all  astir  with  the 
scores  of  anglers  in  punts  and  upon  the  timbers  on 
the  river,  but  I  cannot  hear  that  there  were  any  big 
hauls  made.  Bream  fishing  seems  to  be  in  the 
ascendant,  for  several  good  ones  have  been  taken  here, 
and  at  Oundle,  Mr.  Betts,  who  previously  had  caught 
701b.,  has  since  had  the  good  luck  to  capture  ten  more 
fine  bream  which  averaged  3Jlb.  each. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Tremendous  thun- 
derstorms set  in  immediately  after  last  report  was 
written  and  have  stuck  to  us  more  or  less  up  to  two 
days  ago.  The  river  has,  of  course,  swollen  greatly, 
but  owing  to  the  abundant  vegetation  in  the  fields  at 
this  time  of  year  has  never  been  in  very  heavy  flood. 
To-day  (Wednesday,  July  31)  it  is  in  good  order  and 
quite  free  from  the  floating  weed  and  rot  which  was  so 
plentiful  a  short  time  back.  Next  to  nothing  appears 
to  have  been  done  with  the  fish  last  week.  A  few 
sea-trout  have  lately  been  netted  at  the  mouth  here. — 
Hbeon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — Rain  has  much  im- 
proved this  stretch  of  water  and  good  mixed  bags  have 
been  the  order  of  the  week,  perch  and  chub  being  most 
in  evidence.  As  regards  captures,  several  good  rudd 
also  fell  to  the  bunch  of  gentles,  and  if  this  nice 
weather  lasts  we  expect  to  be  converted  into  a 
miniature  Billingsgate  here  this  Bank  Holiday,  as 
several  who  know  how  to  do  it  are  coming  down  to  see 
our  perch  show. — A.  Scard. 

  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  rather  clear, 

and  would  be  much  improved  by  a  heavy  rain.  Still, 
sport  is  very  satisfactory  ;  roach  and  bream  particularly 
continue  well  on  the  feed.  A  few  nice  rudd  have  also 
been  taken,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  21b.  8ioz. — 
C.  A.  B. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  still  bright  despite 

the  rain.  Fishing  is  almost  nil  owing  to  the  terrible 
heat.  All  our  angling  friends  will  learn  with  deep 
regret  of  the  death  of  our  respected  committee-man, 
and  sportsman  in  all  branches.  Dr.  J.  B.  Griffiths, 
who  passed  away  on  Saturday  last  at  12.15  a.m. 
We  laid  his  mortal  remains  to  rest  in  the  churchyard 
of  Bluntisham  on  Thursday,  August  1 — R.I.P. — B. 

COLLINSON. 

  (St.  Neots). — The  heavy  rains  of  last  week 

gave  a  nice  colour  to  the  water,  and  anglers  have  been 
having  a  better  time  of  it  than  of  late,  several  good 
catches  of  bream  having  been  made,  though  the  fish 
have  not  gone  over  31b.  The  colour  is,  however,  only 
temporary,  and  unless  we  get  a  lot  more  rain  the 
water  will  soon  clear  again. — W.  N. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanjrmy- 
nech). — The  large  amount  of  rain  which  fell  in  this 
neighbourhood  during  the  latter  part  of  last  week  has 
done  an  immense  amount  of  good  to  the  country  in 
general,  which  is  now  fast  recovering  from  the  effects 
of    the    prolonged    drought.      Anglers    are  con- 


gratulating each  other  on  the  favourable  change  in 
the  weather  which  has  enabled  them  to  resume  their 
favourite  sport,  as  these  rivers  are  once  more  in  first- 
rate  condition  for  angling,  and  although  not  so  many 
trout  have  yet  been  taken  as  could  be  wished,  yet 
sport  amongst  other  kinds  of  fish,  such  as  pike,  perch, 
chub,  roach,  and  dace,  is  very  good  indeed  ;  during 
the  recent  thunderstorms,  as  usual,  eels  have  been 
very  much  in  evidence  and  some  fine  ones  taken  from 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  At  present  the  weather  is  all 
that  can  be  desired  for  angling  with  every  appearance 
of  a  continuation  of  it. — Veynwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Several  heavy  showers 
have  fallen  in  this  district  during  the  past  week,  but 
the  water  is  still  on  the  clear  side.  Fish  are,  however, 
beginning  to  feed  better,  some  good  fish  having  been 
landed.  Among  others,  Mr.  H.  Steed  caught  a  bream 
of  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Baker,  one  of  41b.  8oz. ;  and  Mr. 
J.  Death,  one  of  51b.  2oz.  Some  good  roach  up  to 
lib.  8oz.  have  also  been  taken.  Brandlings  for  bream 
and  caddis  or  brovm  paste  for  roach  are  at  present  the 
best  lures. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  ChicHester 
Canal. — Glorious  weather  for  glorious  Goodwood. 
The  recent  rains  have  done  a  power  of  good  to  the 
course  and  also  to  rivers.  Sport  has  improved  on  the 
Ouse ;  some  very  good  roach  have  been  taken  above 
the  Mills  at  Barcombe,  and  from  the  water  in  the 
Lewes  district  fair  takes  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
made,  Mr.  G.  Pain  leading  with  151b.  Visitors  to  the 
Adur  have  not  met  with  grand  sport,  a  few  roach  is 
the  record.  Bream  are  off  feed  in  the  Cuckmere. 
The  canal  at'  Chichester  is  in  good  order,  bar  weeds, 
and  is  affording  sport  among  small  bream  and  roach. 
Tench  are  feeding  in  the  Donington  district,  some 
few  fish  up  to  21b.  having  been  captured  with  worm. 
Eels  up  to  31b.  have  taken  both  live  and  dead  bait. 
From  the  harbour  bass  of  61b.  are  notified.  There  are 
shoals  of  grey  mullet  to  be  seen,  but  they  refuse  all 
lures. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

TafiF  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  Rod 
fishermen  have  ;done  but  little  .with  either  trout  or 
sewin  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  water,  but  the  net  fishermen  have  been  making 
good  catches  of  large  sewin  in  the  estuary  water. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rain  has  fallen,  but  not 
sufficient.  River  fishing  cannot  be  counted  much.  I 
saw  a  few  fish  taken  with  the  grasshopper  and  live 
minnow.  Salmon  have  been  plentiful  in  the  river 
where  the  tides  flow  lately,  and  the  netsmen  have  been 
very  successful.  Ilfracombe,  which  has  the  open  sea 
for  boat  fishing,  is  fairly  patronised,  and  some  nice 
catches  were  recorded  of  bass,  pollack,  and  whiting. 
Inside  the  bar  fishing  for  bass  not  so  good.  Salmon 
have  come  into  the  rivers  more  plentifully  because  of 
the  porpoises  and  other  fish  enemies  which  are  on 
their  trail. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — We  have  had 
a  lot  of  rain,  and  the  river  is  in  better  order.  Some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Prospects 
of  further  sport  good  if  rain  continues. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  Since  last  report 
heavy  rain  has  fallen  in  this  district,  and  at  the  end 
of  last  week  the  water  rose  'quite  a  foot  and  was 
coloured,  but  it  was  only  surface  water  and  soon  run 
off  ;  the  water  is  now  in  better  order  than  it  has 
been  for  a  month.  The  weather  is  warm,  and  the  fish 
have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising 
freely  at  the  fl^,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out.  Bottom  fishers  during  the  time  the  water 
was  stained  were  also  busy.  Grayling  are  rising  well 
and  sport  good.  On  Saturday  (July  27)  seven  trout 
were  taken  with  worm.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
good  trout  and  grayling  taken  with  Black  Gnat  and 
July  Dun. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  was 

visited  with  some  very  heavy  rain  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  the  water  soon  rose,  and  ran  stained  with 
surface  water.  This  has  now  run  off,  and  the  river 
has  been  greatly  refreshed,  and  is  in  capital  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing ;  there  have  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out  this  week.  The  fish  have  been  moving 
better,  and  sport  all  round  has  been  good  ;  some 
very  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  fiy. 
Grayling  are  now  moving  better.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  now  good. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— On  Friday  (July  26)  the  Trent 
contained  about  three  feet  more  weter  than  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  stopping  all  barbel  fishing.  On 
July  25  Mr.  D.  Slater  secured  three  barbel  with  worms 
from  the  Holme  length,  and  some  chub  were  taken 
with  cad-baits.  At  time  of  writing  (July  31)  the  river 
is  running  into  nice  condition,  and  roach  are  beginning 
to  take  malt,  which  should  prove  the  best  lure  for 
heavy  fish.  Some  bream  have  been  taken  from  the 
Muskham  dead  waters  by  Mr.  H.  Plackett  and  others, 
and  also  eels  and  occasional  tench.  Barbel  fishing 
should  now  engage  attention,  the  swims  being  again 
fishable,  and  either  worms  or  greaves  should  kill — the 
latter  bait  generally  accounting  for  the  heaviest  fish. 
— Trentsider. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Bast  Gloucestershire). — 
The  hotel  waters  are  in  order,  the  weeds  having  been 


cut  on  the  Arlington  Mill  pound  stretch.  We  have 
had  heavy  and  continuous  rains  which  put  the  river 
high,  and  now  that  has  cleared  the  fishing  is  good. — 
Sherry  Spinner. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
During  the  past  fortnight  many  stone  of  roach  have 
fallen  to  the  anglers  on  the  Witham.  Capital  sport 
has  been  met  with  at  Kirkstead,  Dogdyke,  and  Stixwold 
Ferry.  Some  have  secured  sizable  tench,  and  also 
jack  have  come  to  hand.  Bream  have  yielded  but 
very  poor  sport,  though  in  the  reaches  between  the 
Sleaford  Canal  and  Ashholt  many  have  been  sunning 
themselves,  many  looking  to  he  at  least  71b.,  but  only 
few  have  been  brought  to  bank.  The  best  bream  have 
come  from  the  Grand  Sluice.  Some  good  sport  has 
also  been  obtained  on  the  drains  about  Boston.  Prom 
the  Kelsey  I  section  towards  Cowbridge  many  stone  of 
roach  have  fallen  to  red  wheat  where  the  water  soaroely 
reaches  2ft.  in  depth. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  heavy 
rain  we  had  last  week  so  discoloured  these  rivers  that 
even  bottom  fishing  in  the  Derwent  was  out  of  order, 
being  too  thick  and  dirty.  On  Saturday  it  had  run 
down  sufficiently  for  bottom  fishing,  and  some  very 
nice  fish  were  secured,  using  wasp  grubs  and  maggots 
for  bait.  This  week  hoth  streams  have  been  in  order 
for  the  fly,  and  baskets  ranging  from  two  to  five  brace 
have  been  obtained,  mostly  by  fishing  late  in  the  even- 
ing. Mr.  W.  Dale,  fishing  in  Matlockdale,  has  taken 
several  good  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Henstock  two  brace  on 
Monday  evening.  Mr.  Cooper  and  several  other 
members  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associ- 
ation, fishing  below  Cromford,  have  taken  a  nice  lot  of 
fish,  trout  and  grayling.  The  prospect  still  continues 
good  as  there  is  a  nice  woodland  water  on  the  Derwent. 
Useful  flies  :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Pale  Evening 
Dun,  Brown  and  Red  Spinners,  and  Honey  Dun 
Bumble,  with  moths  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Brundall). — Weeds  not  yet  cut.  Several 
anglers  been  out,  but  nothing  caught  except  small 
stuff.  Boats  plentiful  from  C.  Broome.  Fishing 
decidedly  poor.— W.  H.  Elsmorb. 

 Cantley. — Better  fishing  here,  but  all  ledgering. 

Anglers  get  below  the  "Red  House";  some  very 
decent  fish  caught  here  last  week-end.  Boats  scarce, 
as  the  holiday  folks  hire  them  by  the  week. — W.  H. 
Elsmore. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. — 

We  had  a  heavy  rainfall  on  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday  in  some  places,  as  much  as  270  tons  per 
acre  within  twenty-four  hours  being  registered.  It 
was,  however,  far  more  copious  in  the  valleys 
than  on  the  hills,  consequently  the  freshets 
have  not  been  so  big  as  was  generally  expected, 
and  on  Monday,  from  road  washings,  several 
of  our  rivers  were  that  dirty  in  their  lower 
reaches  that  they  were  quite  unfishable.  For  all  that 
there  is  a  distinct  improvement  in  sport  to  chronicle. 
I  fished  one  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore 
on  Monday  (July  29)  commencing  with  the  running 
worm,  followed  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon, 
the  Natural  Minnow,  and  my  favourite  (in  mountain 
streams)  the  Bracken  Clock.  The  Nidd  has  been  very 
dirty,  but  is  fining  down  now.  The  Kirkstall  Angling 
.  Club  held  a  competition  at  Hammerton  on  Saturday. 
J.  B.  Cocker  was  first ;  W.  Johnson,  second  ;  F.  Chad- 
wick,  third;  and  A.  Miller,  fourth.  Eighty-eight 
competed  and  all  weighed  in — rather  remarkable  in  a 
match  of  this  sort.  On  Monday  the  Wharfe  rose 
about  three  feet,  but  no  remarkable  takes  are  to 
hand  from  Otley,  Pool,  Harewood,  or  Collingham. 
Since  then  a  few  nice  dishes  of  fish  have 
been  caught  in  the  streams  at  Appeltreewick, 
Burnsall,  Bolton,  and  Ilkley,  but  if  the  weather 
keeps  as  bright  we  shall  have  to  fall  back  on 
early  morning  or  evening  fishing,  for  the  river 
is  running  down  quickly  again.  Sport  has  been 
variable  on  the  Swale,  Rye,  Riccall,  Hodge,  Dove,  etc. ; 
the  grayling  are  beginning  to  rise  now,  and  I  could 
have  caught  any  quantity  with  the  fiy,  but  I  left 
them  to  grow  and  to  show  better  sport  in  the 
autumn. — The  Leeds  Albion  and  Diamond  Jubilee 
clubs  held  their  annual  outing  at  Tadcaster 
on  Saturday  and  the  Robin  Hood  Club  at  Ulles- 
kelf.  Sport  was  only  moderate.  The  York  St. 
Nicholas  Association  had  their  first  competition  at 
West  Cottingwith  on  Monday,  when  nineteen  out  of 
the  twenty  competitors  weighed  in.  Sport  was  fair. 
Mr.  J.  Coates,  1st ;  Mr.  W.  Prankish,  2nd ;  and  Mr. 
P.  Metcalf,  3rd.  Other  competitions  have  been 
held  on  both  the  Derwent  and  Ouse.  The 
Clifton  Association  held  theirs  at  Elvington  on 
Monday.  Sport  was  good  from  start  to  finish  ; 
Mr.    F.    Styan    weighed   in  with  13Ib.   2oz. ;  E. 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  hair,  Is.  per  dozen.  Yard 
roach  bottoms,  with  hool<  attached,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  2  yards, 
4s.  Cd.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  Cs.  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free.  White 
or  chestnut  waterproof  roach  lines,  50  yards,  fine,  23.  ;  extra  tine. 
Is.  9d.  each.  Nottingham  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  lifjht 
corli  I'alanced  handle,  double  brazed,  snper  finish,  "best  value 
ever  offered,"  lOs.  6d.  Wasp  grub,  specially  prepared.  Is.  3d.  per 
box,  post  free.  "  The  Bottom  Fishers  Tackle  Book,"  extra 
value,  33.  3d.,  post  free.— .T.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
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Soulby  second,  with  over  101b. ;  and  A.  Smith  third, 
with  above  71b.   The  takes  of  the  other  competitors 
were  good  all  round,  in  fact  the  catch  was  a  record 
one  in  the  annals  of  this  club.    Mr.  Styan's  catch 
was  topped  by  a  jack  of  a  little  over  31b.  which  had 
seized  a  small  roach  he  was  landing,  and  although 
Mr.  Styau  was  only  using  fine  drawn  gut,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  basketing  both  jack  and  roach.    The  best  flies 
for  next  week  are  the  Bracken  Clock,  Coch-y-Bondhu 
Brown  Owl,  Beck  ]\Ioths,  Stone  Midge,  Knotted  Midge, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  Grouse  and  Orange.    The  Sheffield 
Anglers  had  a  field  day  at  Boston,  Lincolnshire,  on 
Monday  (July  29),  the  occasion  being  the  most  im- 
portant sweepstakes  decided  so  far  this  season,  £40 
being  given  in  prizes.    The  following  weighed  in : — 
(1)   H.  Wragg,   Heeley,   Clb.   3oz. ;    (2)   J.  Bowler, 
Sheflield,  51b.   14oz. ;  (3)  W.  Dransfield,  Sheffield, 
51b.  9oz.  ;  (4)  A.  Wilde,  Sheffield,  41b.  12f  oz.  ;  (5)  H. 
Barber,  Sheffield,  41b.  7^oz. ;  (6)  J.  W.  Allen,  Sheffield, 
31b.   lloz. ;    (7)   W.   Brown,   Sheffield,   31b.  8ioz. ; 
(8)  W.  Taylor,  Sheffield,  31b.  6oz. ;  (9)  J.  Coward 
Sheffield,  31b.  2oz.  ;  (10)  S.  Burgin,  Grimesthorpe^ 
21b.  I310Z. ;  (11)  J.  Bratby,  Boston,  21b.  13oz. ;  (12)  J.' 
Else,  Sheffield,  21b.  12oz. ;  (13)  1  Joe  Lee,  Sheffield, 
21b.  llioz. ;  (14)  A.  Boulby,  Sheffield,  21b.  lloz. ;  (15) 
W.  Darwin,  Sheffield,  21b.  5Joz. ;  (16)  T.  Middlebrook, 
Sheffield,  21b.  5oz. ;  (17)  H.  Webster,  Mosborough, 
21b.  4oz. ;  (18)  W.  H.  Brownhill,  Sheffield,  lib.  15f  oz. ; 
(19)  J.  Wostenholme,  Sheffield,  lib.  Ib^oz.  ;  (20)  J. 
Laidler,  Sheffield,  lib.  15Joz. ;  (21)  J.  Gabbitas,  Shef- 
field, lib.  14oz. ;  (22)  W.  Salt,  Sheffield,  lib.  13oz. ; 
(23)  J.  Cooper,  Sheffield,  lib.  lljoz.  ;  (24)  C.  Bacon, 
jun.,  Sheffield,  lib.  lOJoz.— John  B.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgacli  Hotel  (Sutherland,  N.B.)  — On 

July  22,  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
had  nineteen  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Baker,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twenty-nine,  9Jlb ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  twenty-six,  101b. ;  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  nineteen,  61b.  ;  Mrs.  Davidson  and  Mr. 
Preston,  on  Loch  Cama,  forty,  131b.  On  July  23,  Mr. 
Baker,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty-one,  171b.  ;  Major  and 
Mrs.  Baker,  on  same  loch,  seventy-two,  231b.  On 
July  24,  Mr.  Todd,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty,  6|lb.  ; 
Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-six, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Baker,  on  Loch  Cama,  eighteen,  61b. ; 
Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fourteen^ 
61b.  On  July  25,  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty,  lOf  lb. ;  Mr.  Baker,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-three,  lOflb.  ;  Messrs.  Jones  and  Edmond,  on 
same  loch,  twenty,  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-two,  191b.  On  July  26,  Major 
and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Baker,  on  same  loch,  sixteen,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Davis  and 
Brown,  on  Loch  Cama,  eighteen,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Edmond,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty,  5Jlb.  On 
July  27,  Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
thirty,  91b. ;  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  Loch  Cama^ 
thirteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Baker,  on  same  loch,  seventeen, 
61b.  ;  Messrs.  Jones  and  Edmond,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
three,  4Jlb.,  and  one  fcrox,  3Jlb.— Jno.  McDonald. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (SutherlandsMre). 
—Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had  : — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkings — 
July  22  (9ilb.);  23rd  (20,  7Jlb.) ;  24th  (11,  Bilb.). 
Mr.  N.  Hawkings— 22nd  (9^1b.) ;  23rd  (40,  12ilb.) ; 
24th  (19,  71b.).  Messrs.  Bast  and  Justice— 22nd 
(51b.) ;  23rd  (8 Jib.) ;  27th  (14,  61b.).  Mr.  Simpson— 
22nd  (12Jlb.).  Mr.  Hall— 23rd  (15,  61b.) ;  27th  (101b.). 
Mr.  East— 24th  (40,  131b.)  ;  25th  (43,  131b.)  :  26th 
(16,  91b.).— David  Muneo. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thurso,  N.B.)— On 
July  22  Messrs.  Watson  and  Roy  (Glasgow),  on  Loch 
Garnacho,  made  a  basket  of  two 'dozen  trout  averaging 
lib.  each.  On  July  24  Messrs.  Watson  and  Eoy  landed 
thirty  trout,  121b.,  on  Loch  Meaddie ;  on  July  25,  on 
Loch-na-Breck,  fifteen  trout,  81b. ;  and  on  July  26,  on 
Borgie  river,  thirty-five  trout,  12Jlb. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  recent  rains  have 
had  little  effect  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  yet  some  fair 
baskets  have  been  made  in  the  mid  reaches  ;  sea  trout 
have  not  been  so  plentiful  for  a  long  time  in  the  Esk. 
Mr.  H.  Edgar  had  a  sea  trout  and  foui'teen  herling  in 
the  course  of  an  hour's  fishing.  Mr.  Todrick  creeled 
twenty-one  herling  and  one  sea  trout  during  the  last 
few  days.  Dr.  Burrell  had  ten  herling  and  one  sea 
trout.  The  Eev.  Mr.  Haydon  caught  two  sea  trout, 
Sib.  and  IJlb.  Mr.  John  Ballantyne  caught  thirteen 
herling.  John  Wylie  had  fifteen  herling.  In  the  lower 
reaches  few  good  catches  are  being  made.  Mr.  H.  Poster 
has  had  some  sport  at  night,  and  some  takes  of 
a  dozen  are  reported.  In  Netherby  reserved  water 
and  in  the  other  reserved  portions  of  the  rivers  there 
is  every  prospect  of  fine  sport.  In  the  Solway  the 
difierent  catches  have  been  much  smaller  than  those 
of  the  previous  week.  Salmon  were  not  so  plentiful, 
and  there  was  no  run  of  grilse  in  the  Firth. 
The  sea  trout  season  in  the  Solway  is  now  over. 
The  show  of  grilse  has  been  very  disappointing.  Mr. 
D.  Glendinning  has  had  three  dozen  yellow  trout  in 
Tarras,  Colonel  Gordon  had  two  sea  trout  in  Broom- 
holm  reserved  water  below  the   Skippers  Bridge, 


Mr.  W.  Borthwick,  a  sea  trout  of  21b.,  and  Mr.  Wylie, 
two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  tributaries.  Mr.  Williarn 
Douglas,  of  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  writes  me 
to  the  elfect  that  the  barometer  is  falling,  and  that 
the  grand  hostelry  over  which  he  presides  is  almost 

full  for  August.  GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,   N.B.).  —  On 

Thursday,  July  25,  Mr.  Young,  London,  landed  a 
salmon  of  ll^lb.  on  the  Braelangwell  Lodge  waters ; 
and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  John  Munro,  Upper 
Gledfield,  on  Mr.  Morciug's  rod,  caught  a  salmon  of 
8|lb.  on  the  Gledfield  water.  Conditions  very  un- 
favourable. Weather  too  bright  and  hot,  and  water 
too  low. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  a  heavy  rain- 
fall was  experienced  in  this  district  last  week  the 
river  continues  to  run  very  low.  In  fact,  it  has  not 
been  so  low  for  many  seasons,  and  on  several  occasions 
it  has  marked  the  lowest  summer  level.  The  few 
inches  that  the  water  rose  towards  the  close  of 
last  week  induced  a  few  fish,  and  for  a  day  or 
two  there  was  a  slight  improvement  in  the  net 
fishing,  but  the  rise  in  the  water  did  not  continue 
long  enough  to  be  of  any  use  to  the  angler.  So  far 
as  this  week  has  gone  brilliant  sunshine  has 
prevailed,  no  rain  having  fallen.  The  late  change  in 
the  weather  was  favourable  to  the  fishing  on  the  coast. 
In  the  end  of  last  week  and  beginning  of  the  present 
some  fine  hauls  of  both  grilse  and  salmon  were 
got,  and  on  Monday  (July  29)  no  fewer  than  eight 
boxes,  of  an  average  weight  of  2cwt.,  were  sent  to  the 
markets,  and  four  on  Tuesday  (July  30).  Grilse  are 
of  fine  quality  and  averaging  51b.,  while  salmon  ajre 
keeping  up  well,  the  heaviest  being  close  on  301b.  and 
the  average  weight  being  a  little  over  141b.  A  fair 
number  of  sea-trout  were  also  caught  by  the  nets  in 
the  river.  They  averaged  about  21b.  in  weight. — H.  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had  :— Mr.  Hooper— July  18  (1  salmon,  71b  )  ■ 
26th  (5,  31b.;  1  grilse,  31b.).  Messrs.  Webb  and 
Andrews— 18th  (12,  51b.).  Messrs.  Webb  and  Penn— 
18th  (13,  41b.)  ;  20th  (27,  101b.).  Messrs.  Munn— 20th 
(27,  91b.)  ;  22nd  (24,  7Jlb.).  Mr.  Evans— 20th  (1,  lib  )  • 
24th  (5,  31b.).  Mr.  Andrews— 20th  (1  grilse,  5ilh.). 
Mrs.  Kennard — 22nd  (8,  8Jlb. — heaviest,  2!^lb.).  ""Mr. 
Margetson— 22nd  (12,  71b.).  Colonel  Macpherson-^ 
23rd  (1  grilse,  61b.);  25th  (1  salmon,  7*lb.).  Mr 
Finlaytor— 23rd  (4,  31b.);  24th  (1  grilse,  31b.);  26th 
.(8,  41b.).    Mr.  Wilson— 24th  (4,  31b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross). — The  weather  has  now 
become  very  favourable  for  sport  with  a  fine  overcast 
sky,  and  splendid  catches  have  been  got  during  the  past 
six  days,  including  the  heaviest  creel  of  the  season,  while 
a  number  of  catches  of  over  201b.  have  been  made. 
An  evening  competition  was  held  by  the  Kelty  and 
Blairadam  Club,  but  none  of  the  evening  com- 
petitions have  been  attended  with  much  success  this 
season.  Sixteen  members  of  the  club  had  seventy-four 
trout,  491b.  9oz.  First,  Mr.  W.  Reid,  twelve  trout, 
61b.  12oz. ;  second,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  seven  trout, 
61b.  lOoz. ;  third,  Mr.  E.  McLuckie,  eight  trout, 
51b.  14oz.  Private  parties :  Mr.  G.  K.  Smith,  Dundee, 
twenty-eight  trout,  221b.  ;  Mr.  Douglas  Croall,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty-two  trout,  191b.,  and  thirtyrfour  trout, 
241b.  Mr.  J.  M.  Smieton  and  Mr.  G.  K.  Smith, 
Dundee,  had  the  best  basket  of  the  season  on 
Saturday,  July  27,  with  fifty  -  one  trout,  361b. ; 
Mr.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  thirty-seven  trout,  251b.  ; 
Mr.  McLean,  Perth,  twenty-five  trout  231b.  4oz. ;  Mr. 
Cappon,  Dundee,  twenty  trout,  181b.,  and  in  the  fore- 
noon on  Saturday  twenty-three  trout,  201b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr.  D.  Mclntyre,  Dundee,  twenty-nine 
trout,  191b.  ;  Mr.  J.  N.  Millar  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Badie, 
Paisley,  twenty-two  trout,  161b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Kinmond, 
Dundee,  twenty-three  trout,  171b.  8oz.,  and  on  Satur- 
day forenoon  twenty-one  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Messrs. 
Thomson,  Ayr,  fifteen  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  Bramwell, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  seventeen  trout,  111b  ;  Mr.  Duns- 
more,  Perth,  thirty-one  trout,  231b.;  Mr.  Douglas  Croall, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-two  trout,  191b.,  and  eighteen  trout, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Cleghorn  and  Mr.  Smieton,  Dimdee,  fifteen 
trout,  121b.  Boz. ;  Dr.  Merry,  Dundee,  twenty-six  trout, 
171b. ;  Mr.  Clarence  Smith,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
twenty-one  trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  McDonald,  Alloa,  thirty 
trout,  201b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr,  J.  J.  Watson, 
Dundee,  twenty-two  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  D.  Stewart, 
Edinburgh,  twenty-five  trout,  181b. ;  Eev.  N.  Farqu- 
har,  Dalkeith,  twenty-six  trout,  211b.  Boz.,  and 
fifteen  trout,  141b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Marchant  and 
Mr.  J.  0.  Cowden,  Glasgow,  twenty-one  trout,  161b. ; 
Mr.  Douglas,  Pollokshields,  twenty-two  trout,  171b. ; 
Mr.  J.  T.  Smith,  Duloch,  fourteen  trout,  101b.  ;  Dr. 
Stevens,  Leeds,  twenty-four  trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Taylor, 
Edinburgh,  thirteen  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Urquhart, 
Broughty  Ferry,  fourteen  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Greig, 
South  Africa,  eighteen  trout,  121b.  Boz. — Eobeet 
Laing. 

Iioch  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  July  23,  Mr.  McGregor,  Dundee, 
killed  one  grilse,  weighing  41b.,  and  four  trout.  On 
July  24,  Mr.  J.  F.  Ogilvy,  Chiddingfold,  killed  two 
sea-trout,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Butchart,  Dimdee,  one 
sea- trout,  31b.    On  July  25,  Messrs.  McGregor  and 


Butchart,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  killed  seven  trout ;  and 
Mr.  J.  P.  Ogilvy,  on  Loch  Ness,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb. 
On  July  26,  Mr.  W.  P.  Butchart  killed  a  nice  grilse  of 
41b.  on  Loch  Ness. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Kiuthven.— On  July  18,  Messrs.  G.  A.  D. 
Kirkland  and  Guthrie  had  ten  trout,  4|lb. ;  19th, 
fifteen,  71b.  ;  20th,  twenty-two,  SJlb. ;  22nd,  twenty, 
61b.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  A.  Noble,  thirteen,  61b.— 
J.  Graham  &  Co. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — There  is  absolutely 
little  or  nothing  to  report.  Good  hopes  were  enter- 
tained of  a  run  of  grilse  being  had  on  the  Dee,  but 
the  anticipated  spate  came  to  nothing  and  the 
prospects  are  as  black  as  ever.  A  few  were  got  on 
the  Dee,  but  the  grilse  season  is  a  failure,  and  the 
chances  of  sport  will  not  bo  much  tiU  the  nets  come 
off  on  the  2(jtli  inst.,  and  then  only  if  favoured  with  a 
timely  flood. — G.  M. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Since  last  reported  some  excellent  sport  was  got  by 
anglers  from  the  hotel,  but  full  details  are  not  to  hand. 
The  most  successful  anglers  were  Sir  John  and  Lady 
Eogers  ;  Mr.  Paterson,  Stirling  ;  Mr.  Rose,  Glasgow  ; 
and  Mr.  D.  Mclver.  The  heaviest  baskets  were  eighteen 
trout,  131b.,  and  seventeen  trout,  121b.,  got  by  Mr. 
Paterson.  During  the  week  some  nice  sea  trout  were 
got  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Rogers.  Weather  very 
dry.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Practically  the  rivers  re- 
main unchanged  from  that  of  last  week.  Very  little 
rain  has  fallen  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  many 
weeks,  consequently  the  rivers  are  dead  low  and  clear. 
There  is  a  capital  show  of  herling  in  the  tidal  reaches 
of  most  of  the  rivers  though  the  sport  is  not  quite  so 
good  as  might  be  thought  under  these  circumstances. 
The  herling  are  pretty  plentiful  in  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Annan,  and  some  fair  catches  have  been 
made  this  week  with  the  night  fly  in  particular. 
A  number  of  anglers  have  been  fishing  with  the  clear- 
water  worm,  though  the  baskets  have  not  been  so 
large.  Herling  are  not  over  keen  on  the  brandling 
worm  this  season,  yet  early  morning  risers  have  had 
fair  catches.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  has  had  some  excellent 
baskets  of  herling  with  the  night  fly,  all  good  fish, 
weighing  up  to  IJlb.  Mr.  T.  Shortridge-Tweedie  has 
also  had  some  fine  catches  with  the  night-fly. 
On  Monday  morning  Mr.  W.  Wright  killed 
twelve  fine  herling  and  two  sea-trout  with  the 
fly,  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  fourteen  herling  and 
lost  a  grilse.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton,  killed  on  Tuesday 
(July  30),  with  small  day  fly  in  the  Pish  House  water, 
nine  herling.  Mr.  Nicholson  had  a  fair  basket 
below  Annan  bridge  on  Monday  night  (July  29).  Mr. 
Jas.  Bell  took  eight  on  Monday  morning  with  fly, 
and  the  same  number  on  Tuesday.  Messrs.  Loudou 
had  fair  catches  of  herling  with  the  night  fly.  Mr. 
W.  Johnstone  had  a  few,  and  another  rod  took 
about  twenty  after  dark  on  Monday  night.  The 
moon  has  been  too  full  for  a  few  nights,  and 
the  herling  have  not  been  rising  so  well  to 
the  fly.  The  best  killers  have  been  the  Brown 
Turkeys  with  a  cream  or  white  tip,  yellow,  orange, 
and  claret  body,  with  plenty  of  tinsel.  The  Bustard 
accounted  for  a  few  herling  in  the  moonlight  of 
Tuesday  night  (July  30).  A  London  visitor  had  four 
or  five  fine  herling  with  fly  on  Saturday  night  (July 
27).  It  is  expected  that  the  sport  will  be  better 
during  the  coming  week,  and  south  country 
visitors  may  hurry  up  now.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
Dortion  only  a  small  quantity  of  herling 
lave  ascended,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to 
Hoddom  and  Castlemilk  portions.  In  the  Nith  a  fair 
show  of  herling  have  been  noticed  in  the  town  water, 
and  though  a  number  of  rods  are  out  nightly  the 
catches  are  rather  poor.  In  the  middle  reaches  the 
herling  have  not  been  showing  in  the  streams 
since  the  last  rise  of  water.  The  Thornhill  and 
Sanquhar  rods  are  not  doing  much  at  present  as 
the  streams  are  too  low  for  sport  either  by  day  or 
night.  The  Galloway  rivers  are  not  fishing  so 
well  at  present.  On  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  a  few 
herling  are  being  taken  after  dark  with  fly.  Poor 
sport  is  recorded  from  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie,  and  the 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  is  also  a  little  disappoint- 
ing. The  Newton  Stewart  rods  are  getting' a  few 
herling  on  the  Cree.  The  Ayrshire  lochs  are  too  low, 
and  the  weather  has  been  too  bright  and  calm  for  good 
sport.  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been  reported  from 
the  rivers  of  Ayrshire. — Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  July  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gotto, 
on  the  Kyle,  had  three  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Johnstone,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  twelve,  51b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Annandale, 
on  Loch  Slam,  twelve,  4^1b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  the 
Kyle,  nine,  181b.  On  July  16,  Mr.  Titley,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  nine,  51b. ;  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  ten, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Johnstone,  on  Loch  Slam,  twelve,  61b.  On 
July  17,  Mr.  Titley,  on  Loch  Loyal,  nine,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Bourne,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten,  41b.  On  July  18,  Mr. 
Brown,  on  the  Kyle,  two  salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  Bourne, 
on  the  Kyle,  seven,  51b. ;  Mr.  Titley,  on  the  Kyle, 
four,  51b.  On  July  19,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Coulside, 
forty-five,  121b. ;  Mr.  Titley,  on  the  Kyle,  161b. ;  Mr. 
Johnstone,  on  Loch  Loyal,  eight,  41b.  On  July  20, 
Mr.  Bourne,  on  the  Kyle,  two,  51b. ;  Mr.  Titley,  on 
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the  Kyle,  four,  51b. ;  Mr.  Frank  Titley,  on  the  Kyle, 
three,  31b  ;  Mr.  Johnstone,  on  Loch  Slam,  six,  31b. 
On  July  22,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  fifteen,  51b. ; 
Mr.  BrowTi,  on  Loch  Deiru,  fourteen,  4Jlb.  On 
July  23,  Mr.  Bourne,  on  Loch  Coulside,  thirty-five, 
71b.  On  July  27,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
thirteen,  ijlb. — M.  MacInhbs. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District.— The  long  drought  has 
played  the  mischief  with  the  local  streams  which  are 
now  hopelessly  low  and  clear.  On  INIonday  a  Glasgow 
angler  and  your  correspondent  killed  twenty-five  Jib. 
to  j^lb.  trout  on  the  Dundrod  reaches  of  the  Crumlin 
on  the  Oak  and  Black  Fly.  On  the  other  waters  little 
was  done.  Fishing  Straid  Lake,  Mr.  A.  T.  Allen 
caught  eight  nice.  fish.  Several  Lisburn  members  of 
the  B.A.A.  were  out  on  Lough  Arne,  and  did  well. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  long-continued  drought  is 
telling  on  sport  on  the  Corrib,  there  having  been  little 
change  in  the  state  of  the  water  during  July.  Amongst 
the  salmon  fishers  out  lately  were  Colonel  Wetherell, 
Mr.  T.  G.  P.  Hallett,  Mr.  Townsend,  Mr.  Mullins, 
Captain  Cunlifie,  Mr.  F.  C.  Mullins,  Mr.  Robinson, 
and  the  Lydons.    Lough  Corrib  is  very  low. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballysliannon  and  Belleek).— Although 
some  rain  fell  at  intervals  during  the  past  week,  it  did 
not  do  much  good  as  the  rain  did  not  fall  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  raise  the  water  in  the  river.  Mr.  Poulteney 
landed  four  salmon  diu-ing  the  past  week  of  211b., 
121b.,  91b.,  and  71b.  Mr.  A.  A.  May  landed  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  181b.  on  July  26,  and  Mr.  J.  Hone  landed 
four  during  the  past  week  ranging  from  101b.  to  71b. 
At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  still  very  low  and  a 
heavy  rainfall  is  badly  needed,  as  the  Erne  requires  a 
considerable  rise  of  water  in  the  river  to  make  the  fish 
move  out  of  the  deep  holes  on  to  the  salmon  throws, 
then  some  good  sport  would  be  had. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Killarney. — Brown  trout  are  giving  fair  sport  on 
the  lakes,  but  sport  in  other  departments  has  been 
very  poor. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  is  improving  at  sea-trout,  and  probably  will  be 
good  henceforward  whenever  the  conditions  are 
favourable.  The  rivers  are  very  low,  and  the  only 
item  of  sport  from  them  was  that  of  a  take  of  two  peal, 
61b.  and  31b.,  by  Captain  Hicks  on  Waterville  river  on 
one  day.— T.  J.  D. 

Iiough  Melvin.— Trouting  continues  good  on  the 
lake,  and  some  good  catches  of  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout  were  daily  made  during  the  past  week  by 
the  following  anglers  :  Mr.  A.  A.  May,  Captain  Thomp- 
son, Mr.  Ready,  Mr.  H.  Morris,  Mr.  B.  Couolly,  and 
others,  a  number  of  the  gillaroo  trout  captured  by 
the  above  anglers  weighing  from  lib.  to  21b.  Mr.  G. 
Doherty  landed  two  -trout  {Salmo  ferox)  of  31b.  and 
3|lb.  trolling  on  July  26.  At  time  of  writing  (Wednesday) 
the  lake  is  badly  in  need  of  some  fresh  water  in  it,  and 
although  sport  is  good  amongst  the  trout  on  it  at 
present,  some  rain  would  much  improve  it. — M.  Rogan 
&  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co 
Mayo).— Rain  is  much  required  to  take  up  some  new 
fish.  Mr.  T.  G.  Rawstorne,  four  grilse,  281b. ;  Mr.  C. 
Cross,  four  grilse,  231b. ;  Mr.  Dove,  five  grilse,  26ilb. ; 
Dr.  Paine,  three  grilse,  201b.;  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  four 
grilse,  241b.  Sea-trout  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well ; 
the  best  take  was  got  by  Mr.  Dunn,  fourteen,  111b.  A 
few  trout  were  got  on  the  lakes  spinning.  Mr.  C 
Walker  caught  five  pike,  e^lb.,  61b.,  131b.,  171b.,  21ilb 
— Pat  Heaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— The  Bay  of 
the  Bosses  is  full  of  white  trout,  but  they  cannot  get 
up  the  Crolly  to  the  lakes  owing  to  the  low  water. 
This  week  artificial  floods  were  attempted.  On  the 
lakes  some  good  bags  of  brown  trout  were  killed  this 
week,  Mr.  Carter  having  half-a-dozen  sea-trout  on 
Derrydrull  Lake,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  some  success  on 
the  Crolly.— J.  A.  B.  r,   i.  j 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Zillaloe).— So  bad 
has  sport  become  that  every  one  of  our  English  angling 
gentlemen,  who  had  rented  fisheries  here,  have  cleared 
out.  Present  prospects  could  not  be  worse— I  mean 
for  salmon  fishers.— S.  J.  Hurley.  _ 
Tyrone  Rivers. — Since  last  report  no  rain  suffici- 
ent to  raise  the  rivers  has  fallen,  so  that  the  Mourne, 
Derg,  Sturle,  Ballinderry,  Blackwater,  etc.,  are  very 
low,°and  angling  is  suspended  on  them.— J .  A.  B.  _ 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).— There  is  a 
second  rise  of  Cireen  Drake  now  coming  up  on  Lough 
Ennel,  and  possibly  upon  the  other  lakes,  but  the 
trout  appear  to  be  in  no  hurry  to  rehnquish  the 
banquet  of  perch  fry  upon  which  they  have  been 
regaling  themselves  since  about  the  middle  of  June. 
They  just  come  to  the  surface,  and  simply  and  lazily 
chase  your  fly  (natural  or  artificial)  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  but  rarely  take  it  except  the  lakes  are  pretty 
rough  At  the  Castlepollard  Petty  Sessions,  m  this 
county,  on  Wednesday  (July  24),  two  men,  named 
Kearney  and  Gorman,  were  prosecuted  for  using  a  net 
(which  also  had  an  illegal  mesh)  on  Lough  Derra- 
varaeh  and  were  convicted  and  fined  £5  each.  Ihe 
solicitor  to  the  Westmeath  Lakes  Fish  Preservation 


Society  (Mr.  E.  E.  Mason)  conducted  the  case,  and 
the  smart  fine  imposed  will,  it  is  expected,  have  a 
very  beneficial  effect.  A  large  numljer  of  rainbow 
trout  have  been  put  into  Lough  Ennel. — T.  J.  W. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — On  July  2S  a  gentle  breeze  from  the 
south-east ;  calm  sea  ;  a  few  boat  anglers  off  ;  mackerel 
"schooling"  in  within  a  mile  of  the  shore;  seine 
netsmen  ofi.  July  31,  number  of  boats  off  "Hospital  " 
ground;  very  good  for  flat-fish  and  whiting  pout. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Sport  has  proved  very  poor 
indeed  throughout  the  past  week,  though  large 
numbers  of  anglers  of  both  sexes  and  of  varied 
degrees  of  skill  have  daily  patronised  the  pier. 
Pouting  have  proved  scarce,  and  most  of  those 
taken  have  been  of  very  immature  size.  An  occasional 
pollack,  weever,  red  mullet  or  bream  has  been  brought 
up,  and  one  dogfish  and  one  plaice  have  aUo  been 
caught.  The  water  is  extremely  clear,  and  needs  a 
strong  breeze  to  render  it  more  fishable. — J.  Bichaed- 
SON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  continue  to 
have  good  sport  with  whiting  and  pollack— fish  up  to 
121b.  and  141b. ;  also  good  sport  with  bream,  etc. 
Good  catches  of  salmon  are  being  made  by  net  in  the 
estuary  water. — H. 

Ireland. — Good  sport  is  being  obtained  at  Castle- 
town (co.  Cork),  and  also  at  Darrynane  and  Dingle. 
At  Valentia  and  Waterville  excellent  sport  has  been 
had  with  all  fish  usually  taken  at  this  season.— T.  J .  D. 

Margate. — Little  has  been  done  here  during  the 
past  week  owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water.  The 
grey  mullet  are  very  thick,  large  numbers  being  seen 
under  the  extension  at  low  water  and  no  doubt  when 
a  breeze  thickens  the  water,  good  takes  will  be  had. 
Smelts  are  affording  numerous  anglers  fine  sport.  As 
many  as  ten  score  are  caught  by  some  of  them.  The 
bass  are  showing  up  well  in  Palm  Bay,  and  no  doubt 
with  the  coming  spring  tide  some  good  takes  will  be 
recorded.  I  have  visited  Grove  Ferry  tw^  or  three 
times  lately  and  have  taken  some  very  good  roach.— 
F.  Dawson. 

Plymouth. — This  is  a  good  month  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing,  and  mackerel  may  be  looked  for  in  greater 
numbers.  Grey  mullet  are  also  more  plentiful  during 
this  month  ;  they  make  their  way  up  estuaries  towards 
fresh  water,  and  can  be  caught  in  great  numbers  by  a 
stop  net.  The  net  is  laid  down  across  the  tide  at  high 
water  and  is  allowed  to  remain  until  the  tide  falls 
back  again.  As  the  water  area  contracts  and  retreats 
over  the  mud,  the  mullet  droji  back  into  the  channel 
towards  the  net  and  there  collect  sometimes  in 
thousands.  They  very  often  jump  over  the  net,  which 
obstructs  their  passage  to  sea,  and  it  is  a  pretty  sight 
seeing  fish  of  2ft.  in  length  leaping,  one  after  the 
other,  over  the  head  of  the  net.  These  fish  continue  in 
season  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year.  The  herring, 
which  usually  shows  on  our  coast  in  July,  increases  m 
numbers  during  this  month  and  continues  to  be  an 
object  of  great  importance  to  the  fishermen  to  the  end 
of  November.  Deep  sea  whiting  fishing  is  carried  on 
with  great  energy  and  the  fish  are  very  fine.  The  sea 
now  is  very  smooth  and  suited  to  that  -class  of  work. 
The  usual  rod-fishing  from  the  various  piers  is  still  in 
full  swing,  and  they  have  been  catching  a  large 
quantity  of  shad  from  off  the  Promenade  Pier.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  includes  bass,  mullet, 
conger,  eel,  herring,  anchovy,  pilchard,  pollack,  hake, 
tub,  piper,  gurnard,  rock-fish,  bream,  ray,  skate,  smelt 
red  mullet,  salmon,  peel,  trout,  sole,  flounder  or  fluke, 
plaice,  dab,  mary-sole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  dory, 
scad,  and  launce.— William  Hbabdbr  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— A  few  bass,  dabs,  and  an  eel  or  two 
are  coming  to  grief  on  the  Iron  Pier  and  Marina  at 
night.  The  water  is  too  clear  and  bright  for  day 
fishing.  A  fine  octopus  was  netted  in  the  harbour  on 
Friday  (July  26),  and  soon  fished  for  coppers  in  the 
visitors'  pockets.  One  gentleman  in  the  bay  had  the 
rare  take  of  a  red  mullet  well  over  a  pound  and  a  few 
fine  dabs. — Geey  Mullet. 


Jingling  ^fijcfures. 

August  4. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Open  competition. 
Phoenix  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
August  5. 

Phtt'iiix  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
August  7. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 
August  8. 

New  Albions :  Outing. 


IReports  ftom  Clubs* 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglbbs'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.— Owing  to  the  Bank 
Holiday  the  renting  and  preservation  committee 
meeting  will  not  bo  held  on  Aug.  5  ;  consequently  all 
the  committees  will  meet  on  Aug.  12,  renting  and  pre- 
servation at  8.30  p.m.,  finance  and  general  at  9  p.m.— 

R.  G.  WOODBUFI'. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List).— Our  next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  la.  Chapel-street,  Edgware-road.  Date 
will  appear  in  Fishing  Gazette  aiter  the  holidays.— 
J.  Harris. 


August  11.— Clissold  :  Prize  outing. 

„     11.— Cosy  :  Outing  to  Paddock  Wood. 

11.— Junior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  match. 
],     11.— Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  King's 
Langley. 

11.  —Sundial :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

11.  — Wellington:  Outing  to  Yalding. 

12.  — Angling  Association:  Preservation  Com- 
mittee. 

,,      14.— Greenwich  :  Annual  outing  to  Watering- 
bury. 

14.— Ilford  :  Outing  to  Langford. 
]]     18. — Amicable  Bros. :  Dinner  at  Edenbridge. 
"     18.— Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

18.— Seymour  Brothers  ;  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
^'      18.— StockwoU  :  Match  at  Woking. 
"      25.— Oglander  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

25. — Park  :  Annual  dinner. 
"     25.— West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.- Since  my  last 
report  I  l)eg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
per  Mr.  Woodrufi  of  fl  5s.  2d.,  result  of  the  Langley 
Competition.  A  vote  of  thanlis  was  accorded  to 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Jeflries  for  their  kindness  in 
carrving  round  the  boxes.  I  also  beg  to  announce 
that  I  opened  the  box  at  the  Boro'  of  Bethnal  Green 
on  Tuesday,  and  found  it  to  contain  17s.  Before  my 
next  report  I  hope  to  liave  all  tickets  out.— S.  Malby, 
Secy.,  9  Canterbury  Road,  Islington,  N. 

Acton  Piscatoeial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton.— First  punt  competition  of  the  above  took  place 
July  25,  at  Shepperton.  Twelve  competed  for  Host  J. 
Brooks'  prize,  value  21s.  ;  Mr.  E.  Richardson,  value 
15s  ■  Mr.  W.  Bowbeer,  value  10s.  6d.  Upon  weighing 
at  clubhouse  all  fish  two  inches  beyond  Thames 
standard,  the  following  were  returned  winners  :— Mr. 
W.  Newark  first,  Mr.  W.  Howell  second,  Mr.  J. 
Blake  sen.,  third.  Next  competition  prize,  value 
£5  5s.,  presented  by  Captain  R.  Clark.— W.  Howell. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— Very  few  members  had  fish  on  July 
28.  Wo  have  made  several  new  members,  and  have 
several  more  to  come.  If  members  keep  up  attendance 
on  moetim;  nights  our  club  will  be  very  prosperous ; 
we  have  plenty  of  room  for  new  members.— C.  M. 
Steuman.  „ 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
—The  result  of  our  cup  competition  is  as  follows  : 
F  Wright  1st ;  Prouter,  2nd ;  Leslie,  3rd ;  T. 
Eedle,  4th  ;  G.  Chapman,  junr.,  5th.  Mr.  Wright 
weighed  in  with  one  roach  from  Anglers'  Association 
waters,  lib,  loz.  All  members,  don't  forget  August  14 
for  names  for  brake  outing  on  August  25  to  Harefield. 
I  sent  to  Mrs.  H.  S.  Norris  £13,  cash  I  have  received 
up  to  July  31.  There  are  still  six  clubs  who  I  am 
waiting  for,  and  also  the  auditors,  before  I  can  publish 
full    account.  -    Secretaries,  please    oblige.  —  Ben 

Abrahams.  „     ,      -,  -r-r        t>  <. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  July  28  our 
trays  were  well  filled  with' roach,  bream,  carp,  and 
perch,  the  following  weighing  in:  Messrs  Smart, 
261b.  1210Z. ;  Utting,  171b.  7Joz. ;  Frost,  101b.  14oz. ; 
C  Hawes,  81b.  13oz. ;  and  Brandon,  61b  8Joz.  ; 
total,  701b.  7|oz.  Mr.  J.  Cutler  has  been  elected  a 
working  member.— J.  Chambers.  , , a- 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced, 
Stag  Worship -square.— Had  a  splendid  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last.  Several  of  our  members  weighed 
in'  on  July  28,  when  a  splendid  show  of  roach, 
dace,  bream  and  perch  were  on  show.  Members 
nlease  note  our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Aug. 
At  White  Horse,  Edenbridge.  Our  first  outing  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  1,  at  Hatfield  Peveril.— G. 
Haynes.  „ 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— At  the  weekly  meeting, 
July  31  Mr.  C.  Cannai-  occui>icd  the  chair.  Notice  o^ 
motion 'was  yivcn  for  a  special  meeting  to  be  called  fori 
August  14  On  July  27  Mr.  C.  Caimar  weighed  in  aJ 
nice  bream  from  the  Lea,  31b.  2oz.  Next  meeting^ 
Wednesday,  August  7,  to  arrange  outing  and  othetj 
business.— 0.  T.  Arrow.  j 
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Batteebea  Friendly  ANGLiiiQ  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  July  28  the  fol- 
lowing weighed  in  : — Messrs.  Pemberton,  71b.  5oz.  of 
roach  and  bream  ;  G.  W.  Hall,  51b.  7oz.  of  bream  ;  A.. 
Atkinson,  21b.  9oz.  of  iSiub.  An  open  roving  match  for 
ten  prizes  on  August  4  and  5.  Members  can  weigh  in 
till  12  o'clock  on  .Monday  night.  Mr.  C.  Davey  was 
nominated  as  a  working  member. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bblgbave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — We  had  a  very  good  attendance  at 
our  last  Thursday's  meeting,  when  it  was  proposed 
and  seconded  that  Mr.  F.  Hudson  be  officially  elected 
as  clerk  of  the  scales.  Some  nice  takes  of  fish  were 
weighed  in  on  July  28  by  the  following  ; — Messrs.  F. 
Bichardson,  F.  Huson,  and  B.  T.  Parsons. — W.  Payne. 

Bloomsbdry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— The  annual 
general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  August 
14,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. —On  July  21  we  had  a 
good  show  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Cecil,  Brophy  and  King, 
the  first  two  named  showing  some  fine  roach.  On 
July  28  both  these  members  were  again  successful.  I 
am  also  pleased  to  record  a  very  handsome  show  of 
roach  by  Mr.  Simpson  (221b.).  Last  Wednesday  was 
quarterly  night,  when  all  the  officers  for  last  quarter 
were  re-elected. — H.  Monb. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn- 
wall-road, Westbourne  Park. — A  well-attended  meeting 
took  place  on  Monday  (July  29),  and  as  nest  Monday 
is  Bank  Holiday  there  will  not  be  the  usual  meeting. 
— J.  W.  Morgan. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — During  the  August  Bank  Holiday  members 
will  be  allowed  to  weigh  in  the  two  days  together  for 
gross  weight  onl^,  limit  to  weigh  in  will  be  11.15  on 
IMonday.  Specimens  will  only  count  if  weighed  in  on 
the  Sunday.  At  last  meeting  a  committee  of  five 
were  elected  to  go  through  and  revise  our  rules,  and 
at  next  meeting,  which  will  be  Aug.  13,  they  will  be 
submitted  for  approval.  On  July  28  the  following 
weighed  in : — Messrs.  B.  Argent,  L.  Stephenson,  H. 
Ward,  B.  Smith,  H.  Everett,  and  G.  Woodward,  all 
with  roach ;  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  roach  and  perch; 
Messrs.  C.  Wicks  and  W.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  with  perch;' 
and  Mr.  G.  Almeroth,  dace.  Two  more  members  have 
been  made — Mr.  T.  Gates  as  a  working  and  Mr.  J. 
Rogers  as  honorary  member. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — An  improvement  in  our  show 
of  fish.  On  Jidy  28,  Mr.  Mann,  roach  and  dace,  91b. 
4oz. ;  Parker,  roach,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  H.  aud  A.  Taylor, 
Fuller,  Galloway,  Reynolds,  Gills,  and  S.  Dyke  also 
having  an  assortment  of  roach,  dace,  bream,  etc. — 
R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Result  of 
our  day's  outing  on  July  28  was  as  follows :  G.  T. 
■lameson  1st,  T.  Davis  2nd,  H.  Moore  3rd,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Burrage,  G.  Cook,  and  J.  Thorne  weighed  in 
from  other  waters. — G.  T.  Jam:^son. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Our  annual  August 
three  days'  outing  has  now  been  arranged.  Conditions 
—  Open  roving,  all  fish  to  count.  Members  to  start  on 
Saturday,  weighing  in  ou  Sunday  night  up  till  10.30 
and  IMuuday  till  11.30.  Ou  July  28  Messrs.  Gisbourne 
and  Saudle  weighed  in  roach,  and  ou  Tuesday  (July  30) 
Mr.  Sandle  chub  and  dace. — F.  Bishop-. 

CoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobdeu  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  July  28,  Mr.  E.  Baxter,  roach  and 
bream,  81b.  9oz.  ;  Mr.  F.  Serafield,  bream,  91b.  9oz. ;  Mr. 
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J.  Dunn,  roach  (Thames),  81b.  12Joz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Taylor 
had  a  splendid  eel  from  the  Thames.  Will  members 
muster  strongly  on  Bank  Holiday  Tuesday,  as  the 
conditions  of  our  Benovelent  Match  have  to  be 
arranged. — A.  S.  H. 

CoLEBROOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms. 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Our  outing  to  Amberley 
on  July  28  was  a  fair  success,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
day  was  spent.  The  first  prize  was  taken  with  a  lib. 
12oz.  roach;  second,  lib.  bream.  All  the  members 
had  fish,  but  only  the  above  were  worthy  of  note.  The 
top  joint  of  a  roach  polo  was  found  by  one  of  our 
members ;  the  owner  can  have  same  by  applying  to. 
— T.  W.  Johnson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — Our  prize  outing  on 
July  28  resulted  in  a  tie  between  Messrs.  W.  Poole, 
sen.  and  R.  W.  Ball.  Other  weighs  in  wore  Mr.  H. 
Stump,  bream;  Mr.  E.  Elsey,  barbel;  Mr.  A.  Elsey, 
barbel;  and  Mr.  F.  Beames,  roach.  On  July  29,  Mr. 
Sorge,  roach,  perch,  and  bream. — F.  P.  Sorgb. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Members  are  allowed 
to  weigh  in  for  all  prizes  on  August  Bank  Holiday, 
except  best  and  most  Sunday  shows.  The  prize  list 
was  read  through,  and  although  we  have  several  roach 
prizes  it  was  discovered  there  was  not  one  for  largest 
roach  during  the  season.  The  following  subscribed 
towards  one  : — Messrs.  J.  T.  White,  5s. ;  C.  Chilman, 
5s. ;  E.  Crane,  2s.  6d. ;  and  W.  Camis,  2s.  6d. ;  total, 
15s.  Largest  roach  from  Aug.  2  to  the  end  of  season. 
—J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
!  ong-acre,  W.O. — On  July  28  Mr.  James  Massey 
weighed  in  bream  (largest  31b.  3oz.) ;  Mr.  Katin, 
bream  (largest  2^1b.) ;  Messrs.  John  Massey  and  Cut- 
bush,  roach  and  bream.  We  made  three  new  working 
members — Messrs.  Martin,  Herbert,  and  Read. — W,  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. —  Our  prize  outing 
proved  a  success,  the  following  being  successful  : 
Messrs.  Walter,  fir.st ;  Davis,  second  ;  and  Burton, 
third.  Other  members  weighed  in,  the  trays  beiing  well 
filled.  I  hope  members  will  show  up  next  Wednesday, 
Aug.  7,  to  arrange  for  our  next  outing. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  28,  a  few  mem- 
bers out ;  Messrs.  A.  Wild  and  F.  Wild  weighed  in 
some  fine  roach,  some  scaling  a  pound.  On  Tuesday, 
July  30,  considering  the  heat,  a  fair  attendance, 
when  it  was  decided  that  we  should  not  meet  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  C.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  13,  to  decide  when  the  prizes  in  hand 
shall  be  competed  for. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten-' 
ham. — Several  members  have  had  fair  sport  both  with 
river  and  sea  fishing.  Messrs.  Elder,  Martin,  and 
Dyer,  twenty  dozen  of  whiting,  one  conger,  one  pollack 
at  Eastbourne  ;  Messrs.  Collier,  Dyer,  I)enton,  Becket, 
and  Sufiell,  a  few  flounders  from  Leigh  ;  Messrs.  Price, 
Brown,  Langton,  Dyer,  and  Staddori,  some  very  good 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Denton,  a  brace  of  very  nice 
trout,  and  Mr.  Barlow  trout  up  to  4 Jib.,  and  several 
very  good  takes  of  roa'ch  and  dace.  There  are  several 
very  good  club  prizes  to  be  competed  for  this  season, 
all  for  specimen  fish  only,  and  one  for  the  most 
weighings  in,  particulars  of  which  can  be  had  of  the 
hon.  secretary. — J.  G.  Dykr. 

Bast  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— On  July  28,  at  Weybridge, 
Messrs.  J.  Bannister,  C.  King,  and  H.  W.  Exall  had 
some  good  sport  with  bream  and  I'oach.  Mr.  Bxall 
weighed  in  101b.  roach  and  bream,  Mr.  C.  King  61b. 
bream,  largest  2Jlb.  From  Shepperton  Mr.  J. 
Newman  had  a  fine  show  of  bream,  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bannister,  in  company  with  J.  Moyler,  had  four  dozen 
roach  and  some  very  fine  eels,  one  weighing  nearly 
31b.  We  have  a  prize  outing  on  Aug.  4,  in  private 
waters. — E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  this  week  :  Messrs. 
W.  Oliver,  roach ;  H.  Creeke,  bream  and  roach ;  J. 
Durell,  bream  and  perch  (one  specimenperch  lib.  12oz.); 
A.Willett,  roach ;  and  B.  Sargent,  one  roach,  lib.  7|oz. 
Don't  forget  the  roving  competition  August  3,  4,  and  5. 
Monday  latest  date  for  weighing  in. — B.  W.  S. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E. — We  had  another 
good  show  of  fish  on  July  28  by  the  following  : — 
Messrs.  Maybury,  bream  aud  roach,  311b. ;  Thompson, 
roach,  6Jlb. ;  Huggett,  roach,  6^1b. ;  Burton,  roach, 
5Jlb.,  from  the  Lea,  two  fish  weighing  lib.  3oz.  and 
lib.  2|oz.  respectively  ;  and  Moore,  41b.  of  mixed  fish, 
roach,  dace,  and  rudd,  aud  one  tench  lib.  14|oz.  The 
ordinarv  meetings  are  now  held  on  Thursday  evenings 
from  9  till  11  o'clock.  On  Thursday  (July  25)  the 
members  rescinded  the  bye-law  relating  to  signing  on 
Saturdays,  and  in  future  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
sign  when  going  away  ou  Saturdays.  I  shall  be  glad 
if  members  will  notify  me  their  present  addresses,  as 
I  want  to  correct  the  register. — F.  A.  Gray. 
.  Greenwich  Angling'  Society,  the  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greenwich. — The  annual  outing  of 
the  above  club  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  (Aug.  14), 
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train  leaving  London  Bridge  at  9.23  aud  New  Cross  .it 
9.32  a.m.,  returning  from  Wateringbury  at  9.12  p.m. 
Will  members  not  able  to  go  to  this  outing  kindly 
return  tlieir  tickets  at  once  to  the  secretary,  so  that 
arrangements  may  be  made  with  the  railway  company 
and  the  caterer. — J.  Dj{YDen. 

Harcourt  Angling  Socikty,  Harcourt  Arms,  Ilar- 
court-strcet,  Marylebonc. — There  was  a  nice  show  of 
fish  on  the  trays  on  July  28— tench,  roucli,  and  dace — 
and  there  were  some  nice  fish  among  them, — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  (Jueeii 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — At  a  special 
general  meeting  it  was  decided  to  alter  the  meeting 
nights  from  Thursday  to  Tuesday  evenings.  Will  clul) 
secretaries  kindly  take  note  ?  Wo  lield  our  first 
Tuesday  evening  this  week,  which  was  well  attended, 
and  some  important  business  was  transacted,  amongst 
which  was  the  election  of  a  new  working  member,  Mr. 
Ballinger.  It  was  also  decided  that  a  roving  match 
for  prizes  takes  place  at  Yalding  on  August  18.  Will 
all  members  please  attend  in  force  next  meeting, 
as  there  are  several  important  matters  to  settle. 
We  had  a  capital  show  of  fish  on  July  28.  Mr. 
R.  C.  Judd,  roach  ;  Mr.  Williams  (jun.),  bream,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Sewell,  roach;  Mr.  Tickner,  roach;  Mr.  Clifford, 
bream  ;  and  Mr.  Hudson,  roach. — W.  Tarry. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.  —  On  July  28,  Mr.  Price 
weighed  in  roach  and  saved  us  from  a  blank.  On 
Tuesday  we  made  two  new  working  members,  Mr.  k. 
Cooper  and  Mr.  Putnam  ;  also  reinstated  Mr.  Griffiths, 
one  of  our  late  members.  Mr.  Griffiths  gives  us  a  prize 
to  fish  for  during  ensuing  season.  There  will  be  no 
meeting  on  August  G,  but  on  .\ugust  13,  when  there  is 
a  prize  outing  to  be  decided.  — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford. — Six  new  members  have  been 
elected,  making  a  total  of  eighty-five.  Several  good 
shows  of  fish  have  been  weighed  in  by  Messrs.  Pearson, 
G.  Summer,  T.  Willett,  G.  Benton,  A.  W.  May,  A. 
Poston,  and  C.  M.  Lane.  On  Aug.  14  we  have  an  outiug 
to  Langford  (our  private  waters).  Those  wishing  to 
take  part  will  oblige  by  giving  early  notice,  in  order 
to  make  final  arrangements.  Saloon  carriages  will  be 
attached  to  the  train. — F.  C.  Welling. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  July  28 :  Mr.  Croker,  roach,  231b.  ^oz. ;  Mr. 
Granfield  had  a  mixed  bag  of  perch,  tench,  roach,  and 
trout  —  perch,  lib.  13oz.  and  lib.  lOfoz.,  tench, 
lib.  9^oz.  and  21b.  12Joz.  ;  Mr.  Wilke,  roach  and  dace; 
Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  tench  ;  Mr.  ISurwash,  P.  carp 
and  gudgeon.  Mr.  B.  Goodman  and  Mr.  C.  Clark  were 
elected  honorary  members. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — We 
compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Aug.  4,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters 
(private  waters  barred),  and  may  leave  London  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  3),  but  fish  taken  on  Aug.  4  only  to 
weigh.  There  are  also  three  specials  to  be  fished  for 
ou  Wednesday  (Aug.  7)  on  the  Lea,  between  Dobbs 
Weir  and  Ware  Bridge.  Mr.  F.  A.  Garrard  weighed  in 
roach  on  July  28. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  Cambridge. — 
The  first  prize  fishing  match  of  the  season  took  place 
at  Earith  Bridge.  There  were  seventy-one  competitors, 
twenty-live  were  successful.  Only  two  specimen  fish 
had  all  day  worth  recording.  Highest  take,  first 
prize,  was  71b.  15oz. ;  lowest,  lib.  Soz.  Waters  were 
very  low,  bright,  and  hard  to  fish. — John  O.  George. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — We  have  a  competition  on 
Aug.  11  (roving)  on  the  Medway.  Two  new  members 
were  made.  During  the  week  S.  Bellchambcrs 
weighed  in  31b.  of  roach.  P.  Sturgess  aud  F. 
Crowther  also  roach,  the  finest  turning  the  scale 
at  lib. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pento'nville-road,  N.— On  July  28  we 
had  a  good  show  of  fish  by  the  following :  Mr.  Symes, 
15  bream,  weight  221b.  Soz. ;  ilr.  Sturman,  71b.  8oz., 
roach;  Mr.  Cordwell,  71b.  GJoz.,  bream  and  roach; 
Mr.  Biggs,  71b.  4oz.,  roach ;  Mr.  Cook,  41b. 
lljoz.,  roach  ;  Messrs.  I'riley,  Evens,  Chivers,  Bow- 
drey,  and  Hawkins  also  having  roach  and  dace.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  if  secretaries  \\\\\  return  tickets  of 
Mr.  Killick's  benefit,  so  that  I  can  bring  this  matter 
to  a  close. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queeu's-square,  Liverpool.  —  Our  last  competition 
at  Knowsley  came  off  successfully  in  spite  of  the 
rain  which  fell  dm-ing  most  part  of  the  day.  A 
pleasing  feature  of  the  day's  outing  was  the  fact  of  the 
first  prize  being  won  by  Master  Vealo,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  club,  who  landed  amongst  other  fish  a 
fine  bream,  much  to  the  delight  of  his  father.  Mr. 
Veale  pcre  was  also  successful,  and  ho  managed  to 
hook  a  very  nice  pike,  but  unfortunately  he  was  only 
using  fine  roach  tackle,  aud  after  playing  the  fish  for 
some  minutes  it  broke  away.  The  weather  has  under- 
gone a  complete  change,  the  terrible  heat  having  given 
way  to  rain,  which  has  put  our  rivers  and  streams  in 
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fine  fettle.  Taking  altogether  the  outlook  for  bank 
hohday  is  very  encouraging.— Eosicrucian. 

Diver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— A  most 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  meeting  took  place  on  July  30 
and  members  were  busily  occupied  in  making  final 
arrangements  for  the  holiday  week  ;  several  are  bound 
for  Scotland,  others  for  Wales,  whilst  a  few  are 
making  Ireland  their  headquarters  for  a  week.  Two 
of  our  members  fishing  the  Annan  at  Brocklerigg  had 
only  indifferent  sport  with  herling  and  yellow  trout 
but  now  that  the  welcome  rain  has  fallen  it  augurs  well 
for  our  visitors  to  the  north.  Some  good  chub  have  been 
taken  from  the  association's  water  at  Shipbrook  the 
lellow  Dun  being  the  killing  lure.— March  Brown 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G.— Annual  summer  competition ;  Winner,  Mr 
Frank  Whittle;  second  and  third  prizes  not  taken. 
Will  members  please  accept  my  most  sincere  gratitude 
and  deep  appreciation  of  the  unexpected  honour  con- 
ferred upon  me  on  Saturday  last  (July  27).  I  am 
pleased  to  add  that  the  society  is  in  a  most  flourishin<' 
condition,  and  that  a  good  balance-sheet  may  be 
confidently  looked  for.  Meeting  on  Tuesday  next 
(Aug.  6). — Sid  Eansom. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  S.E.— At  Eastbourne  on 
July  25  we  held  our  first  sea  fishing  outing  of  the 
season  m  splendid  weather.  The  gross  take  of  the  day 
was  67 Alb.,  winners  being;  1st,  Mr.  J.  W.  Chandler 
taking  plate  given  by  Mr.  P.  Schultz,  value  £1  Is  ' 
2nd  Mr.  F.  T  Caley,  taking  Mr.  T.  E.  Vernon's  prize 
of  ±1  Is. ;  and  3rd,  Mr.  F.  Schultz  coming  in  for  Mr 
S.  J.  Field's  plate,  value  10s.  6d.  Our  next  outing  is 
on  Aug.  8,  when  we  fish  for  prizes  given  by  Mr  P 
Salter,  value  £1  Is.,  Mr.  J.  Sceats,  £1  Is  Mr  w' 
Eose,  10s.  6d.,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Chandler,  5s.— C.  E 
Allen. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— At  our  match 
on  July  28  five  prizes  were  taken  out  of  seven,  and  the 
following  were  successful:  Messrs.  S.  Polykett  (1) 
H.  Jeffreys  (2),  Carter  (3),  H.  Hart  (4),  andE.  Lamb  (Si- 
out  of  match,  Mr.  Walton  and  Mr.  C.  Lamb  jun 
Aug.  4  a  boundary  match  for  the  remaining  two  prizes 
at  Cheshunt,  the  boimdary  from  lock  to  lock.  All 
members  taking  part  to  start  by  first  train  7  20 
Globe  Eoad.— Ct.  Taylor.  '    '  ' 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road.  —  On  July  28  only 
three  members  weighed  in :  Mr.  Ashby,  bream  •  Mr 
Wells,  roach;  Mr.  Ford,  roach.  July  29,  Mr  Ban- 
nister again  placed  a  fine  show  of  roach  on  the  trays, 
271b.  4oz.,  the  ten  heaviest  going  lib.  15ioz  ' 
lib.  13J0Z.,  lib.  13ioz.,  lib.  lOfoz.,  lib.  gioz' 
lib.  8oz.,  lib.  6oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  lib.  3oz.,  lib.  lioz  The 
next  visit  on  the  C.  &  D.  list  comes  to  this  society 
the  date  of  which  I  will  try  and  arrange  next 
meeting. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  July  28  Messrs 
Bye,  Kidd,  Cartwright,  Myers,  W.  S.  Cartwrighti 
Dipple,  and  Coates,  contributed  a  nice  show  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace.  During  the  week  Messrs.  A.  Kidd 
and  H.  W.  Morgan  weighed  in  some  nice  chub,  roach, 
and  dace.  Our  next  outing  will  be  to  Shalford,  on 
August  25,  and  our  first  week-day  outing  is  fixed  for 
Thursday,  August  22.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Fauvel 
and  P.  Smith  were  elected  working  members.  Com- 
mittee meet  on  August  2,  at  10.30.— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.— The 
guide  books  have  arrived.  On  July  28,  J.  Merrick 
weighed  71b.  lOoz.  roach,  heaviest  fish  lib.  2ioz  ■  J 
Davis  and  P.  Stitchbury,  roach.  Our  outing'  to 
Maldon  resulted  in  a  blank,  not  a  sizable  fish  beint^ 
taken ;  they  will  be  fished  for  on  Aug.  4 ;  Harlow 
Bridge  to  Burnt  Mill ;  roaming ;  get  out  at  Harlow, 
and  show  fish  on  Harlow  Bridge  at  8  p.m.  There  will 
be  a  meeting  next  Wednesday  (Aug.  7)  as  usual ;  hope 
members  will  all  turn  up.— George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— The  following  weighed  in  on  July  28  •— 
Mr.  Fox,  roach;  Mr.  Webb,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Hopton, 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Gates,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Eeitz, 
roach,  the  last  named  winning  Mr.  Hopton's  prize  for 
gross  weight  of  the  month.  At  our  meeting  on 
July  30  we  made  two  more  new  members,  and  also 
arranged  for  our  annual  dinner  to  take  place  at  the 
King's  Arms,  Waltham,  on  Aug.  25 ;  friends  invited.— 
H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  July  25,  Mr.  Norman  had 
a  big  show  of  roach;  on  July  28,  Messrs.  May, 
Tayler,  Smith,  and  Hammond  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace.  Pour  prizes  for  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day; no  fish  weighed  in  after  11. .30  on  Monday.— E.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  July  25  their  were  three 
nice  shows  of  roach  weighed  in  by  Messrs.  W.  Price, 
W.  Payne,  and  F.  Coates.  On  July  .30  there  was  but 
little  business  done.  There  are  eight  prizes  to  be 
fished  for,  as  in  previous  outing,  in  our  match  that 
takes  place  at  King's  Langley  on  the  llth.— P.  Cook. 


EoYAL  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  July  28  Messrs.  Holder, 
Spielmau,  and  Lewis  weighed  in  carp  and  dace,  one  of 
the  finest  shows  we  have  had  for  some  seasons.  We 
are  arranging  for  an  outing  very  shortly,  and  we  should 
like  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  next  meeting 
night.  Wishing  all  members  good  sport  during  the 
holidays. — J.  Gibbons. 

EoYAL  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  July  28  the  following  weighed 
m— Messrs.  E.  Perry,  roach,  81b.  lloz.,  one  roach, 
lib.  6oz.  ;  W.  Yeo,  91b.  lOoz.,  several  over  lib.  ;  J. 
Stanley,  roach,  Thomson,  roach.  Mr.  J.  Payne,  fishing 
on  the  Broads,  had  some  nice  bream,  and  a  rudd, 
lib.  12oz.,  which  is  being  preserved  by  Mr.  E.  Hesse.— 

P.  PiGNATELLI. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  1,  Graf  ton-street,  Pitzroy-square,  W.— On  July 
21  the  following  weighed  in :— Mr.  C.  Smith,  jun., 
bream,  21b.  13oz. ;  and  Mr.  C.  Smith,  sen.,  roach  and 
bream.  Our  first  outing  takes  place  at  Pulborough 
on  Aug.  18.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  T.  R.  Ashwood  was 
elected  as  a  working  member. — W.  Alois. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  July  28 
Mr.  Saalfeld  weighed  in  carp,  and  Mr.  E.  Smith  bream 
and  barbel.  Will  members  kindly  attend  at  9  o'clock 
sharp  on  Tuesday  next. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  won  by  members  of  societies 
who  fished  in  the  match  at  Yalding  on  July  21,  will 
be  distributed  on  Tuesday,  September  3,  at  the  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
will  occupy  the  chair.  A  smoking  concert  will  be 
organised  for  that  evening.  Secretaries  are  requested 
to  send  in  their  accounts  and  unsold  tickets  at  an 
early  date,  also  subscriptions  for  the  ensuing  season. 
The  next  match  takes  place  on  the  Thames,  at  Ship- 
lake,  in  September. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Standard  Mower  Pishing  Club,  Leigh,  Lancashire. 
—The  above  club  match  came  off  at  Daubhill  Brick- 
yard reservoir  on  Saturday,  July  27,  when  the  following 
were  the  winners  :  Messrs.  E.  Simuer,  R.  Woods,  B. 
Lomex,  T.  Wood,  E.  Lee,  P.  Eowland,  T.  Allan'son, 
B.  Simner,  E.  Makin,  W.  Steward,  and  P.  Galvin. 
We  went  seven  miles  in  a  waggonette  and  had  a  very 
enjoyable  outing,  but  a  poor  catch.— T.  Allanson. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Ehodeswell- 
road,  E. — At  our  special  general  meeting  it  was  de- 
cided to  allow  members  to  weigh  in  fish  on  Thursday 
who  are  unable  to  weigh  in  on  Sunday.  On  July  28 
Mr.  Woodford  weighed  in  roach  and  chub  ;  C.  Bolding, 
roach  and  dace;  Jolly,  roach;  Grindrood,  roach; 
Stothart,  bream  ;  Craythorne,  roach  ;  Gerrard,  bream^ 
and -roach;  C.  Ruston,  roach;  P.  Jewson,  bream. 
Next  Friday  we  arrange  our  next  match.— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  paid  us  a  visit  on  Tuesday  (July  30)  evening  to 
open  our  A.B.S.  and  Preservation  boxes,  which  were 
found  to  contain  16s.  Od.  and  13s.  6d.  respectively. 
I  hope  that  his  words  of  encouragement  will  be 
remembered  by  the  members,  and  for  which  we  thank 
him.  Mr.  Ansty  was  also  the  recipient  of  the  hand- 
some clock  he  has  so  well  won.  Next  match  Aug.  18, 
at  Woking.— A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  July  28 
the  following  weighed  in :  Mr.  Sandiland,  bream ; 
Mr.  Grande,  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Race,  roach.  Next 
Tuesday  will  be  quarterly  night. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith.— The  following  weighed  in  fish 
on  July  28 :  Messrs.  Smith,  roach,  111b.  ISJoz.  ; 
Poueits,  bream,  51b. ;  Phelps,  roach,  21b.  13Joz. ;  and 
Carpenter,  roach,  lib.  2oz.  We  have  our  brake  outing 
to  King's  Langley  on  Aug.  11,  starting  from  the  club 
house  at  12.30  midnight  (shari^).  We  shall  hold  our 
meeting  next  Tuesday  night  as  usual,  and  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster. — J.  S.  P.  Webb. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — We  have 
made  three  new  working  and  one  honorary  member. 
On  July  28  our  outing  was  not  a  success,  only  one 
prize  being  taken  ;  the  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished 
for  on  Aug.  4,  and  on  that  day  only;  holiday  not 
counted  for  the  prizes. — P.  Lindsey. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  last  report  the  following  have 
had  fish.  On  July  14,  Mr.  Clegg  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Walton  bream.  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Clegg  dace;  Mr. 
Betts  bream,  largest  fish  41b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  Glasscoe  roach. 
On  the  28th,  Mr.  Clegg  roach  ;  Mr.  Walton  bream.  On 
the  30th,  Mr.  Allan  bream  and  roach.  We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  the  30frh,  and  made  another  new  member, 
Mr.  R.  P.  Fox.— H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Societyi 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Wehave  had  another 
grand  show  of  fish  from  Mr.  A.  Glass— tench,  bream, 
and  roach,  heaviest  tench,  21b.  13oz. ;  Messrs.  P. 
Templeman  and  W.  Kerry  also  weighed  in  chub, 
bream,  and  roach.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly 
night.  Mr.  W.  Powe,  whilst  fishing  in  the  Medway  on 
J uly  28,  lost  his  rod,  reel,  and  line  in  the  river.  Will 


any  gentleman  finding  the  same  kindly  communicate 
with  Mr.  Powe.— W.  L.  Keuky. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shenball- 
street,  Walthamstow.— On  July  28  we  had  a  nice  show 
of  roach  from  the  rod  of  Mr.  Robinson  ;  other  members 
would  probably  have  weighed  in  but  the  show  of  fish 
was  minimised  by  most  of  them  partaking  in  the 
Annual  outing  of  the  whist  and  bagatelle  club  hold  at 
the  above  house,  of  which  a  good  many  are  members. 
— W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Owing  to  the 
holiday  the  prize  outing  will  take  place  on  Aug.  11, 
at  Yalding.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  turn  out. — 
W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Our  lapsed  prize  outing  to  Cheshunt 
on  July  28,  resulted  as  follows:  H.  Heir,  roach  and 
bream,  and  P.  Renn,  roach  and  bream.  The  following 
also  weighed  in  from  other  waters  :  G.  Styman,  bream, 
G.  Buteux,  roach,  P.  Buteux,  roach,  and  E.  Snead, 
roach. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.— On  July  28  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Mills,  Vale,  Owen  Lloyd 
Turner,  Bamford  and  Hall,  roach  ;  Pethurst  and  Tyler, 
roach  and  bream;  Newton,  sen.,  roach  and  dace; 
Newton,  jun.,  roach  and  perch,  and  Burling,  bream. 
I  hope  members  will  not  forget  to  turn  up  on  Aug.  Y 
to  arrange  where  our  next  outing,  on  Aug.  25,  is  to  be. 
— R.  Lowther. 


PISCATOR— VIE  BEATISSIMUS. 

There  is  a  joy  most  sweet  and  true 

When  business  troubles  jangle 
Your  wretched  brain,  O  I  well  if  you 

Can  take  your  rod — and  angle. 
This  joy  so  sweet  lays  at  your  feet. 

If  you  should  be  successful. 
The  speckled  trout  that  flap  and  flout, 

And  troubled  brains  grow  restful. 
As  in  you  wheel  the  whirring  reel 

And  speculate  and  shiver. 
Lest  Troutie  break  away  and  stay 

Within  the  shining  river  1 
How  carefully  you  give  him  play. 

And  humour,  wheedle,  coax  him. 
Nor  give  him  rest,  but  do  your  best 

Within  your  creel  to  box  him. 
And  while  you  try  with  artful  fly 

The  cunning  fish  to  best,  O  I 
What  bliss  can  e'er  with  this  compare. 

What  pleasure  give  such  zest,  0  I 
Then  when  you  feel  your  empty  creel 

It  makes  your  being  tingle, 
To  wield  the  rod  and  tread  the  sod 

By  river-bank  and  shingle. 
There's  no  delight  the  mind  can  *'  bite  " 

And  trouble's  skein  untangle. 
With  half  the  skill — say  what  you  will — 

Than  to  angle  I  angle  I  angle  I 
When  trout  have  fought— and  them  you've  caught. 

How  delightful  is  the  pleasure 
To  lay  at  the  feet  of  one  fair  and  sweet 

The  finest  of  your  treasure  I 

G.  J.  Cook, 
Form  Master  :  St.  Austell  School. 


"  As  this  is  the  season  for  tourists,"  says  Mr.  William 
Hoarder,  of  Plymouth,  "  and  there  are  many  who  do 
not  like  boat  fishing,  recourse  is  had  to  the  ground 
spillcr,  which  is  a  line  about  forty  fathoms  long,  with 
hooks  fastened  to  short  snoods,  fixed  about  one  yard 
apart  unto  the  line.  This  line  is  laid  along  the  beach 
or  sands  at  low  water,  being  tied  fast  to  big  stones. 
The  hooks  are  baited  with  limpets,  mussel,  squid, 
pilchard,  or  any  kind  of  fish,  the  tide  is  allowed  to 
flow  in  over  the  line,  and  as  the  fish  follow  the  tide 
in  search  of  bait,  they  soon  get  hooked.  When  the 
tide  recedes  you  walk  down  and  take  off  your  fish  and 
wind  up  your  line,  or  it  can  be  rebaited  and  allowed 
to  fish  another  tide. 

"  Now  is  the  hunting- time  of  the  energetic  mos- 
quito," says  the  "  Man  in  the  Street."  "  If  you  see  a 
man  with  a  closed  eye  and  a  jaw  out  of  shape  don't 
jump  to  the  conclusion  that  he  has  been  interviewing 
another  man's  fist.  Probably  he  has  been  punctured 
by  a  '  skeeter.'  " 

The  forthcoming  Bank  Holiday  performances  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  are  to  be  continued  in  their  entirety 
throughout  August ;  commencing  at  10.0  a.m.  they 
will  not  terminate  until  close  upon  midnight.  To 
entertain  visitors  for  upwards  of  thirteen  hours  necessi- 
tates a  keen  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  management 
of  artistes  and  their  abilities,  and  it  is  in  this  know- 
ledge the  managing  director,  Mr.  Josiah  Ritchie,  is 
able  to  cater  for  the  various  tastes  of  the  many 
thousands  of  visitors  who  attend  the  Aquarium.  The 
Bank  Holiday  iprogramme  is,  in  respect  to  the  numbers 
and  varieties  of  the  turns,  unique,  embracing  every 
known  form  of  varieties. 
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OUR  "SPECIAL"  TROUT  FLY  RODS,  ^ 


THE  "tyneside; 


)5 


In ,  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and 
ferrules,  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished  in  partition  bai 
complete — 


No. 
1-2 
3 
4 


Oft.  or  10ft  

lift  

12ft  

Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snake  rings  at  Is.  each  extra. 
Double  brazedj  with  Superior  fittings  and  finish — 

&  9ft.,  one  top  

6  9ft.,  two  tops  

7  10ft.    „  ,,  

8  lift.    „  „  

9  12ft.    „  „  


s.  d. 

7  6 

8  6 

9  6 


0  10 
0  11 
0  12 
0  12 
0  13 


Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra.    In  four  joints,  Is.  6d.  extra. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  rod  has  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  my 
friends  what  I  know  to  be  a  trustworthy  piece  of  work. — E.  H. 


THE  "WANSBECK"  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and  ferrules 
wood  button,  ringed,  brazed,  and  tenoned,  hiviidsomely  finished  in  natural  polish,  or  with 
rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete —  £  .s.  d. 

1230-1-2-3-4    8ft.,  Sift.,  9ft.,  9ift.,  or  10ft  0  10  6 

1235-6-7-8      lO^ft.,  lift.,  llift.,  or  12ft  0  12  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  extra. 

For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be  found  every 
thing  that  can  be  desired  ;  the  action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher  priced  rods. 
Ditto,  double  brazed,  two  tops —  '  s.  d. 

12.39-1240-1    Sft.,  Sift.,  or  9ft  '  0  12  6 

1242-3-4        9ift.,  10ft.,  or  lOift  "  0  14  6 

1245-6-7        lift.,  llift.,  or  12ft  0  17  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra. 

Dear  Sir, — I  consider  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value. — C.  T.  T. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specially 
for  me  last  mouth,  and  am  surprised  that  at  such  a  veiy  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be 
produced. 

You  have  made  me  exactly  what  I  asked  for,  and  the  way  the  rod  puts  a  fly  is  quite  a  treat. 

— M.  S.  C. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Wansbeck"  Rod  a  perfect  dream  ;  throws  a  good  fly  ;  kills  a  good  fish  :  just  what 
I  wanted.— F.  P. 

The  FIMnij  Gazette,  March  23,  1895,  says  :  "  The  '  Wansbeck '  (9ft.),  at  10s.  6d.,  two  joints,  is  a 
trout  rod  which  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated." 


Our  Special  "  COQUETDALE  "  Double=Handed 

Fly  Rods. 


In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed,  with  two  tops,  bronzed  winch  fitting 
and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  handsomely  tinished,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 
No. 

40  13ft  

41  14ft  

42  l.-ift  


£  s. 
0  16 

0  18 

1  0 


d. 


0 


Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"  We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Co(|uetdale  '  fourteen-footer  ;  this 
rod  came  to  the  hand  very  readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and  discovered  great  power." — Angle) . 
"The  'Coquetdale  '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons.  ' — Land  and  Water. 
"The  '  Coquetdale '  is  an  especially  good  pattern." — Rod  and  Gun. 


Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &e.,  similar  to  our 
"Tyneside"  Trout  rods,  in  partition  bag,  complete — 

No.  £  s.  d. 

43  16tt.  ...         ...         ...         ...         ...  15  6 

44  17ft.         ...    ...  ...  1  10  0 

45  18ft     1  15  0 

46  19ft.  ...    2    0  0 

47  20ft   2    5  0 

Dear  Sir,— The  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  .Tuly  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday,  and 
we  were  entirely  satisfied  with  it ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod,  but  my  fisherman  was 
delighted  with  it. 

It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  tliroughout  a  month's  hard  and 
constant  use  in  Norway,  and  I  had  greater  success  in  very  difficult  water,  and  with  trying  w  inds, 
than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.— C.  H.  G. 


HENRY  A.  MURTON, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  .Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

At  X^owest  Ca^sln.  Px>ices. 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 
FINE,  MEDIUM  ANDSTRONG  CASTS, 

4d.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each.  All  Sizes  in  Stock. 
AMERICAN  .  .  . 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS, 

From  6/6  to  95/-  each. 


GUINEA  SPECIALITIES— 

Best  Finish  GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops. 
9  ft.,  g^ft.,  10  ft.,  10^  ft.,  lift.,  and 
12  ft.,  Snal<e  Rings  and  Corl<  Grasp  21s. 

Best  Finisl)  PIKE  ROD,  Phosphor  Bronze 
Rings,  2  Tops   2Js. 


BOTTOM  &  SPINNING 
RODS, 

2/5,  3/6,  5/-,  v/-,  8/.  and  lO/- 


CATALOGUES  post  free. 

Mention  "Pishing  Gazette.'' 


83,   90,   lOT    &  108, 


CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON,  E  C 


Sampson  I'OjMJars^^  Boots 

lieadij  next  Week.    Crown  Svo.,  240  i>agfs,  :{.s.  6<7.  net. 

The  Arrow  War  with  China 

By  CHARLES  S.  LEAVENWORTH,  M.A., 

Professor  of  History,  Nanyang  College,  ^hanghai. 
Nenrly  Ready.    Demy  8vo.,  (is. 

A  Retrospect  on  the 

South  African  War 

By  Lieutenant-Colonel  E.  S.  MAY,  C.M.G.,  R.A., 

Professor  of  Military  Art  and  History,  Eoyal  Staff  College;  Author  of  "Guns  and 

Cavalry,"  "Field  Artillery  with  the  other  Arms,"  &c. 
CONTENTS.  — Chapter  I.    The  Enemy  we  had  to  deal  with— II.  Military 
Instinct— III.  The  Decline  of  the  Expert— IV.  Notes  on  Entrenchments— 
V.  Ahout  Field  Artiller}'— VI.  The  Employment  of  Heavy  ArtiUery  in  the 
Pield~VII.  The  Training  of  our  Ai-my  Generally. 

Heady.   ^4  4's.  net. 

Britain's  Austral  Empire 

Portraits  of  the  Statesiven  and  Officials  concerned  in  the  Woric 
of  Establishing  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia. 

The  Portraits  from  Life,  drawn  by  PERCY   F.  5.  SPENCE.  The 
Letterpress  by  Q.  FIRTH  SCOTT. 

The  book  consists  of  Forty  Photogravures,  7  in.  x  4^  in.,  while  the  Letterpress 
is  printed  on  Imperial  Hand-made  Paper,  at  the  well-known  Chiswick  Press.  The 
whole  is  contained  in  a  Portfolio  of  White  Vellum  and  Cloth,  ornamented  with  a 
design  by  Mr.  Spence.    Only  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  available  in  this  form. 

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTOX  &  COMPANY,  Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
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TiiK  Stockwell  -Auglers  iu  their  ucw  home  at  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  Thorne-riaad,  Stockwell,  are 
making  rapid  strides.  At  their  special  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  a  very  handsome  marble  time- 
piece, the  gift  of  Mr.  J.  Macey,  was  presented  to 
Mr.  W.  Anstey,  who  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
win  at  three  consecutive  outings.  Mr.  Wade  also 
attended  and  opened  their  collecting  boxes.  The 
T.A.P.S.  box  realised  13s.  6d.,  and  that  of  the  A.B.S. 
the  sum  of  16s.  6(/. 


Mr.  W.  G.  George,  the  wonderful  runner  and  holder 
of  the  world's  record  for  one  mile  (Imin.  12fsec.),  has 
had  some  splendid  fly  fishing  in  Wiltshire.  On  Friday 
morning  last  week  he  killed  eleven  and  a  half  brace  of 
handsome  trout,  and  on  Saturday  evening  twelve  and 
a  half  brace.  They  were  all  good  fish,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  a  splendid  fellow  of  2|lb.  The  fish  were  all 
taken  with  a  very  small  red  tag. 


Mr.  a.  V.  Wbiggleswobth,  of  the  Portugal  Hotel, 
Fleet-street  (member  of  the  Lj'chnobite  A.  S.),  fishing 
near  Burnham  recently,  captured  twenty  good  tench, 
and  was  "broken  up"  by  sevbral  very  large  fish.  I 
"tasted"  some,  beautifully  cooked  by  Mrs.  W..  but 
passed  them  over  for  Dover  soles. 


His  son,  Victor,  (ptat  seven,  is  an  ardent  fisherman. 
This  is  how  I  found  it  out.  "  Victor,  can  you  fish  ?  " 
"Oh,  yesl"  "What  do  you  catch?"  ""Whales!" 
"Indeed!  What  bait  do  you  use?"  "Roach." 
"How  big?"  "Oh,  say,  three  or  four,  ten  or  even 
twenty  pounds  !  "    This  boy  must  be  a  "  Lychnobite." 


"Love  me,  love  my  dog  !  "  Who  does  not  love  a 
dog  ?  "I  had  rather  be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon  than 
such  a  Roman"  (Hudibras).  "And  when  I  ope  my 
lips  let  no  (other)  dog  bark "  (Othello).  "  Throw 
physic  to  the  dogs."  (Yet,  no  ;  what  have  the  dogs 
done  that  we  should  serve  them  so  ?)  (Dogberry.)  No 
more  doggerel— the  subject.  The  Dog  TTorld—the 
only  weekly  journal  devoted  solely  to-  dogs.  No.  53, 
Vol.  III.,  price  Id,  and  published  at  19,  Bride-lane, 
Fleet-street,  E.C.  I  shall  say  no  more  than  this — 
buy  it.  What  there  is  to  know  about  dogs  is  not 
worth  knowing  if  it  is  nojt  to  be  found  in  'Jlic  Dog  World. 
Here's  a  bit  I  found,  and  I  reckon  my  favourite 
"  Sooner"  will  soon  get  well.  It  is  an  answer  to  one 
Crofts,  of  Eastbourne  :  "  Your  dog  is  suffering  from 
Bronchocele.  If  the  swelling  on  each  side  does  not 
press  upon  the  air  passage,  there  is  not  much  incon- 
venience. Rub  the  swollen  parts  once  daily  with 
iodine  ointment  and  give  five  drops  of  tincture  of 
iodine  in  food  or  drinking  water  daily."  Whether  my 
collie  gets  well  or  no,  I  shall  subscribe  to  Dog  World. 


"  By  THE  Cool  Watebs  "  is  the  title  of  a  short 
article  which  appeared  in  the  Sun  on  July  22.  As  it 
contains  one  or  two  winkles — I  mean  "wrinkles" — 
which  I  did  not  know,  for  the  benefit  of  others  it  is 
herewith  reproduced:  "Some  of  our  readers  whose 
minds  are  undoubtedly  influenced  by  the  heat  have 
desired  us  to  recommend  suitable  rivers,  ponds,  or 
lakes  near  London  where  free  fishing  can  be  obtained. 
Every  fisherman  knows  that  fish  bite  better  just  before 
a  shower  than  at  any  other  time ;  and  in  view  of  the 
present  drought,  though  there  is  not  much  likelihood 
of  lively  sport,  the  ardent  fishermau  will  find  much  to 
interest  him  in  the  cool  and  shady  banks  of  some  quiet 
stream.  The  ponds  in  the  Home  Park,  Ham|iton 
Court,  hold  pike,  perch,  caip,and  tench;  there  are  also 
some  ponds  at  Totteridge  where  the  fishing  i,i  free,  as  it 
is  also  in  the  Thames  and  Lea,  but  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Association,  7a,  Ironmonger-lane,  have 
water-bailiffs  and  watchers  to  see  that  the  fence  months 
and  sizeable  fish  are  only  taken.  There  is,  however, little 
comfort  or  success  in  fishing  where  the  traffic  is  great, 
nor  is  the  pitying  glance  or  ribald  gibe  of  the  day-tripper 
on  the  steamer  any  solace  to  the  patient  angler.  The 
Welsh  Harp,  '  which  is  'Endon  way,'  impose  a  small 
charge  of  Is.,  which  works  out  rather  heavily  per 
pound  on  the  average  catch,  and  there  is  little  shade 
on  the  banks.  Cook's  Ferry  on  the  Lea  was  formerly 
famous  for  barbel  and  jack,  but  poor  reports  come 
from  this  district  now.  Really  good  fishing  can  be 
got  at  Frensham  Pond,  near  Farnham,  Surrey,  where 
the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  Brother  George  Griffiths, 
himself  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  looks  after  his 
guests'  sport  as  ably  as  their  creature  comforts. 
Rickmansworth  is  also  within  easy  distance,  and  a 
little  free  fishing  is  obtainable  by  ticket  from  the 
Fisheries  Hotel,  and  we  have  known  of  some  good 
catches  of  barbel  at  Enfield  Lock,  where  tickets  can, 
we  believe,  be  secured  from  the  local  inn.  Perhaps 
some  of  our  angling  readers  may  be  able  to  send 
particulars  of  a  few  more  accessible  spots  for  general 
benefit.  That  is  one  good  point  about  anglers — they 
are  not  selfish." 


Mr.  Samukls,  schoolmaster,  of  Sutton  St.  James 
Lincolnshire,  reports  a  singular  case  of  ducks  being 
killed  by  fish.  In  a  pond  in  which  Mr.  Samuels 
keeps  ducks  he  placed  some  tench  some  time  ago. 
These  have  now  grown  to  weigh  from  l^lb.  to  21b, 
and  latterly  they  have  been  seizing  young  ducks  by 
the  legs  and  dragging  them  under  the  water.  In  this 
way  some  six  or  seven  have  been  drowned,  and  have 
afterwards  been  found  floating  on  the  water.  Mr. 
Samuels  is  now  trying  to  catch  the  tench  with  rod 
and  line,  but  so  far  has  not  succeeded. 


At  a  Justice  of  Peace  Court  at  Hamilton,  Thomas 
Mackie  and  James  Sorbie,  miners,  Stonehouse, 
were  charged  with  having,  recently,  fished  for 
trout  iu  the  river  Avon,  near  Stonehouse,  with  a  net, 
and  takeAruiue  trout.  Mackie  pleaded  guilty,  and 
Sorbie  not  guilty.  For  Mackie  an  agent  urged  that 
he  had  acted  in  ignorance.  -The  fi'isCal  withdrew  the 
charge  agaiust  Sorbie,  and  said  the  illegality  of  this 
style  of  fishing  was  known  to  every  fisher.  The 
justices  imposed  the  highest  penalty, -£.5  or  thirty  days' 
mprisonment. 


When  visiting  Deal  recently  I  had  a  capital  sail 
with  friend  Ball  and  the  "  Commodore  "  in  the  yacht 
Clarendon,  and  I  recommend  visitors  to  try  a  trip. 
Dick  Riley  and  his  mates  are  all  good  fellows  and  can 
be  found  near  the  pier. 


OUR  P.O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


"Mil.  Ransom, 

the  honorary  secretary  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society,  was  born  close  to  the  banks  of  the  River  Ijea 
(Izaak  Walton's  favourite  river)  in  1865.  He  is  a  first- 
rate  angler,  a  winner  of  numerous  prizes,  and,  witliout 
a  doubt,  a  most  indefatigable  secretary.  At  the 
summer  outing  to  Frensham  on  July  27,  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  handsome  testimonial  as  a  token  of  the 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  "  Lychnobites." 
The  snapshot  was  taken  by  a  brother  member.  Long 
may  the  society  flourish  1 


I  came  across  a  strange  origin  of  nno  of  our  oldest  of 
old  adages.  It  appears  that  riL;iir,  '.lars  ago  two 
bosom  friends,  respectively'  nauioi,!  I)ii;k  Poole  and 
Tom  Irwin,  lived  iu  a  village  through  which  peace- 
fully rippled  a  beautiful  stream.  Strange  to  say,  the 
father  of  one  and  the  brother  of  the  other  had  both 
met  with  the  same  fate— in  fact,  they  had  both  been 
hanged.  One  day  while  they  were  out  fishing  an  acci- 
dent occurred,  and  in  a  moment  they  were  both 
struggling  in  the  water.  No  help  appearing,  all  seemed 
over,  when  Dick,  turning  to  Tom,  said,  "  Cheer  up  ! 
those  who  are  born  to  be  hung  will  never  be  drowned," 
and  almost  immediately  they  were  rescued.  The 
funniest  part  is,  however,  they  were  both  hanged 
afterwards. 


"  The  Mick"  turned  into  a  tavern  the  other  morn- 
ing soon  after  opening  time,  and  a  door,  improperly 
secured,  swung  back  and  struck  him  on  the  nose. 
Going  up  to  the  proprietor,  he  exclaimed,  "  Say, 
mister,  the  next  time  you  open  your  house,  keep  the 
door  shut,  will  you?  " 


Mis.  I'iiil  Sarsom  sends  the  following  accoiuit  of  a 
successful  day's  fishing  :— "  Two  gentlemen,  well 
known  to  a  friend  of  mine,  found  themselves  in  strange 
country  in  the  North  of  KiigUind.  I'.oth  were  fisher- 
men, and  both  hankered  after  a  day's  sport  with  the 
rod,  so  they  searched  the  countryside  for  a  suital)le 
stream,  but  in  vain.  Then  somebody  told  them  of  a 
pond  in  the  neighbourhood ;  this  pond  contained 
perch.  They  soon  obtained  permission  to  fish  it,  and 
a  likely  place  it  seemed— dark  and  weedy,  and  very 
quiet.  Early  next  day  the  two  friends  started  forth, 
well  furnished  with  minnows  and  worms,  and  speedily 
got  to  work.  Rain  fell  at  times,  the  wind  blew  from 
the  south — indeed,  the  conditions  all  round  were 
distinctly  conducive  to  sport,  yet  for  a  long  time  they 
fished  without  result. 


"At  last  one  float  went  under  slowly  and  travelled 
away.  The  bite  was  timed  carefully,  and  on  being 
struck  a  sunken  branch  appeared,  from  which  the 
minnow  dangled  inertly.  The  tackle  was  saved,  but 
the  minnow  got  away.  Hours  passed,  and  still  no 
luck.  Worms  and  minnows  were  tried  in  turn,  and 
no  hard  words  used  against  this  most  likely  pond, 
until,  just  as  packing-up  time  approached,  down  went 
a  float  as  if  a  four-pound  porch  had  annexed  the  worm. 
Again  the  rod  went  back,  and  this  time  no  rotten 
branch  rose  from  the  stilly  depths,  but  a  real  fish.  It 
was  the  lost  minnow  !  "  I  had  a  most  successful  day 
with  the  bream  last  week,  four  of  the  best  fish 
weighing  241b. 


"  Nevbe  prophesy  unless  you  know,"  as  Josh 
Billings  {not  Artcmus  Ward)  so  cjuaintly  puts  it, 
adding  that  his  hen  never  prophesies  an  egg  until, 
after  she  has  laid  it.  But  if  all  the  world  were  to 
take  Josh's  advice,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
prognostications  of  our  astrological  almanac-makers, 
and  we  should  lose  some  little  annual  amusement, 
and  I  should  not  have  had  the  gratification  of  reading 
the  following  in  the  Financial  News  last '  Monday., 
[  Please,  Mr.  Printer,  if  you  can,  divide  the  name  of 
the  paper  i''i«-ancial — it  agrees  bettor  with ,  fishing 
jottings.  And,  by  the  way,  don't  forget  that  neat  little 
hyphen  in  "  ever-green. "J 


"According  to  our  ever-green  friend,  'Old  Moore,' 
some  shifting  scenes  of  sadness  are  in  store  for  the 
Stock  Exchange  in  1902.  The  seer's  soul-sight  has 
been  fixed  on  '  the  Crystal '  during  a  mesmeric  sleep, 
a  part  of  his  vision  being  that,  after  being  '  carried 
ovci-  vast  waters,'  lie  sees  '  a  big  city,  excited  men 
rushing  hatless  from  "  the  Exchange,"  where  Babel 
seems  to  reign,  a  banner  on  which  is  "Welcome  to 
the  London  Mouey  Market,  Emigrated,"  ,'ind  I  fsee 
working  in  the  minds  of  Three  Finance  Kings  the 
design  to  turn  all  the  interest  of  the  South  American 
loans  through  their  hands,  and  thus  raise  the  [irice  of 
Argentine  wheat,  f-!iazilian  copper,  Uruguay  beef,  and 
Venezuelan  rublicr,  the  biggest  of  big  trusts,  at  the 
expense  of  all  ]ijuro[)e.'  If  Old  IMoore's  reputation  as 
a  seer  depends  on  his  knowledge  of  the  principal  pro- 
ducts of  Brazil,  he  had  better  at  once  shut  up  shop  ; 
while  the  weird  notion  of  an  emigrated  Money  Market 
can  only  be  put  down  to  the  combined  ellocts  of  the 
American  invasion,  the  tropical  heat,  and  a  ghastly  fit 
of  indigestion." — My  own  sentiments,  to  a  dot.  I 
think,  more  or  less,  it  is  better  to  have  less  of  Moore, 
than  more  of  less  I 


This  is  from  "J.Uy"  Nash  of  St.  Noots  :  "Dear 
Drag, — You  have  returned  to  something  like  your  own 
sweet  self,  but  there  is  still  soiuethin,',;  wrong  aliout 
your  lower  regions  —  somebody  must  have  been  squaring 
you.  Why  will  you  murder  Shake'speare  .'  (I  dread  to 
think  of  the  consequences  of  an  execution  with  that 
neck  of  yours.)  That  line  of  yours  is  two  feet  too 
long,  and  it  won't  scan.  I  cannot  give  chapter  and 
verse  off-hand,  but  I  think  you  will  find  he  says, 
'There's  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends,  rough  hew 
them  as  we  will.'  " 


I  QUITE  expected  to  be  called  over  the  coals.  Some 
time  since  the  lynx-eyed  Nash  wrote,  "  Comparisons 
are  'odorous,'"  and  it  'was  altered  to  "odious." 
Jolly  Nash  was  right.  I  have  "played"  several 
important  parts  in  Shakespeare's  plays  —  William 
Tell,  in  the  "  IMidsummer  Night's  Dream,"  and 
Julius  Caesar  in  the  "Merchant  of  Venice" — so 
I  thought  I  would  just  look  up  my  quotations.  Here 
it  is :  Shaks.  Hamlet,  Act  V.,  Scene  2.  "  There's  a 
divinity  thati  shapes  our  ends  rough  :  hew  them  how 
we  will."  You  arc  not  far  out,  Mr.  Nash,  from  memory. 
But  now  you  have  it  according  to  the  book. 


Was  it  3'ou,  Mr.  Nash,  who  told  me  I  was  wrong 
when  I  said  "  Birds  in  their  little  nests  agree,"  etc.,  as 
Shakespeare  said.  No  matter,  give  a  fellow  a  chance, 
especially  when  he  is  writing  with  a  bad  p>en.  And 
even  though  the  pen  was  an  "  Upright "  Jackson  it 
would  soon  go  wrong  under  the  iron  hand  of 

Dbagnet. 
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Pfovineial  flfigliflg  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mommg. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meetiDg  in  connection  with  the  Birming- 
ham Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Thursday  evening,  July  25.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The 
minutes  of  the  past  half  year  were  taken  in  the  usual 
order,  and  wore  received  and  adopted  without  com- 
ment with  the  exception  of  one  dealing  with  the 
expulsion  of  a  member.  This  was,  after  a  little  dis- 
cussion, rescinded,  and  the  member  in  question 
was  allowed  to  remain  on  the  books.  The  balance- 
sheet  up  till  June  30  showed  that  the  income  was 
£355  ICs.  3Jd.,  and  the  expenditure  £08  4s.  lOd., 
leaving  the  sum  of  £287  lis.  5^d.  in  hand.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  were  adopted.  The 
secretary  reported  that  the  profit  on  the  year's  working 
was  £22  2s.  TJd.,  that  there  were  1057  members  on 
the  books,  and  that  the  sum  of  £40  13s.  6d.  had  been 
paid  out  in  death  claims  and  grants  to  members.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Messrs.  Foster  and 
McMullen  for  their  services  as  auditors.  The  prizes 
won  at  the  A.B.S.  contest  at  Four  Ashes  were 
distributed  on  Friday  evening  (July  26),  when  the 
usual  smoking  concert  was  well  attended  and  proved 
a  great  success.  The  Gun  Society  held  their  annual 
contest  on  July  28  in  the  Severn  at  Stourport, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  T.  Coles,  who  acted 
as  referee.  The  takes  of  fish  were  very  small, 
as  out  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  competitors 
only  about  ten  succeeded  in  taking  prizes.  The  prizes 
put  up  for  competition  are  valued  at  £35,  the  first 
prize  being  a  drawing-room  suite,  which  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  Tabberner  with  a  perch  of  l^lb.  and  two 
smaller  fish.  Another  contest  will  be  fished  in  the 
near  future  for  the  remainder  of  the  prizes. — The 
Dudley  Castle  Club  fished  their  annual  contest  in  the 
Severn  at  Kemsey  on  July  28,  under  the  2oz.  limit. 
The  following  are  the  chief  prize-winners,  in  the  order 
named :  Messrs.  C.  Wainwright,  W.  Taylor,  J.  Siner, 
C.  Pickering,  and  J.  Sanders.  Mr.  Wainwright  won  two 
gold-centred  medals,  one  for  winning  and  one  for  the 
heaviest  fish.  The  Old  Cottage  Society  fished  their 
first  annual  contest  on  July  28  at  Stourport,  the  first 
three  prize-winners  being  in  the  order  named :  Mr. 
Bowkett,  Mr.  Livingstone,  and  Mr.  Jarvis.  Our 
members  are  looking  forward  to  Monday  (Aug.  5), 
when  trips  will  be  run  by  the  railway  companies  to 
all  parts.  From  the  recent  rains  the  whole  of  our 
rivers  will  be  in  excellent  order,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated.  Bream  and  roach  have  been  going  well 
at  the  stewed  wheat  on  the  Avon,  but  on  the  Severn 
things  have  been  a  bit  quiet.  Secretaries  of  clubs 
connected  with  the  Provincial  Association  should 
rflake  an  early  application  for  contest  tickets  to  Mr. 
White,  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham. 
In  next  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  full  par- 
ticulars will  be  given  as  to  train,  fares,  and  other 
important  matters  relating  to  the  contest. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

For  the  most  part  fine  weather  has  prevailed  this 
week,  and  angling  has  been  prosecuted  with  much 
vigour.  Roach  fishermen,  especially,  have  been  hard 
at  work,  as  this  branch  of  angling  is  just  now  being 
attended  with  much  success.  On  the  middle  reaches 
of  the  Witham  some  remarkably  good  takes  of  roach 
are  recorded,  a  few  expert  ones  getting  as  much  as 
301b.  in  a  single  day.  The  lengths  at  Tattershall, 
Kirkstead,  and  Langrick  have  probably  yielded  the 
best  results,  although  gratifying  reports  are  to  hand 
from  the  upper  reaches.  Creed  wheat  and  paste  baits  are 
still  proving  the  most  remunerative  baits.  The  drains 
in  the  Boston  district  are  also  affording  wonderfully 
good  sport  amongst  the  red  fins.  Although  bream 
are  more  active  than  they  were  ten  days  ago,  they  are 
not  giving  the  sport  they  did  during  the  early  part  of 
July  ;  still,  some  satisfactory  bags  have  been  made  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice,  at  Boston.  The 
various  excursion  trains  from  Sheffield  and  other 
northern  towns  continue  to  be  well  patronised,  and 
the  streams  around  Boston  iJresent  an  animated 
appearance  every  fine  day.  The  Forty-foot — a  reliable 
roach  stream — has  yielded  good  results  between 
Donington  Bridge  and  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
crossing,  notwithstanding  the  weed  nuisance.  Since 
the  cooler  weather  set  in  considerably  more  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  daytime,  and  the  heavy  rains 
which  fell  last  week  have  put  most  of  the  waters  in 
first-class  condition. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

About  four  hundred  anglers  from  Hull  journeyed 
on  the  Hull  and  Barnsley  Compa;iy's  line  to  Newport, 
on  Saturday  afternoon  (July  27),  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  open  angling  match  promoted  by  the  Hull 
Preservation  Society.  The  "  Turners  "  challenge  cup 
was  also    competed   for   at   the    same   time  by 


teams  of  six  from  several  of  the  local  clubs, 
which  caused  much  interest  to  bo  taken  in 
the  affair.  After  a  spirited  contest  of  about 
two  hours,  the  North  Myton  Angling  Associa- 
tion were  declared  the  winners  of  the  cup  for  this 
season,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow,  of  the  same  club,  the 
winner  of  the  first  prize  in  the  match.  The  Kingston 
Rovers  Angling  Society  fished  their  second  matcli  on 
the  canal  last  week  near  to  Staddlethorpe  Railway 
Bridge,  and  had  some  grand  sport,  Mr.  G. 
Addy  taking  the  first  prize  with  IClb.  ll^oz., 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Hood  the  second  with  151b. 
15Joz.,  the  fish  consisting  chiefly  of  bream.  Some 
very  good  catches  of  roach  are  now  being  made 
on  the  river  Hull  at  Hull  Bridge,  Wawne,  and  Duns- 
well,  and  amongst  which  Mr.  W.  S.  Barker,  of  the 
North  Myton  Anglers,  has  had  a  good  mixed  basket  of 
fish  including  a  bream  that  scaled  2Jlb.  from  near 
to  Weel  Ferry ;  and  at  Dunswell,  Mr.  J.  Cheesman  on 
Thursday,  July  25,  took  twenty-two  roach  with  paste 
that  averaged  ^Ib.  each,  four  of  the  best  scaling  close 
upon  lib.  each.  The  Hull  Roach  Club  fished  a 
match  in  the  Ancholme,  near  Brigg,  on  July  25, 
and  participated  in  very  good  sport.  Mr.  Frank  Carle, 
the  first  prize  winner,  secured  a  little  over  201b.  of 
nice  bream,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  came  in  second 
with  91b.  8oz.  The  West  Hull  Angling  Association 
also  fished  their  second  match  of  the  season  at 
Brigg,  on  Monday,  July  29,  and  did  fairly  well, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  taking  the  first  prize  with  81b.  6oz., 
and  Mr.  William  Crossland  the  second  with  51b.  7^oz. 
On  Bank  Holiday  the  Hull  and  District  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Association  hold  their  annual  members' 
match  and  challenge  cup  competition  at  Ferriby  Sluice, 
on  the  river  Ancholme,  when  no  less  than  four  silver 
cups,  thirteen  gold  medals,  and  about  £25  of  prizes 
will  be  competed  for  ;  and  besides  this  another 
attraction  on  the  same  day,  at  the  Sluice,  will  be  the 
annual  open  match  of  the  Universal  Angling  Associa- 
tion. Two  steamboats  are  chartered  for  the  occasion 
to  convey  the  anglers  from  the  Hull  piers  up  the 
Humber  to  the  Sluice  at  8.0  a.m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  day  in  question. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Stanley  Arms  Angling  Society  on  Saturday 
last  (July  27),  in  the  canal  at  Leigh,  opened  the 
season,  the  four  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  J.  Cartwright, 
S.  Cartwright,  J.  Critohly,  and  T.  Seddon.  To-day 
they  are  negotiating  an  open  event  for  .£5.  The 
Tyldesley  and  District  Anglers'  Association  fished  a 
two  hours'  contest  in  the  Worsley  Canal  on  Saturday 
last  (July  27),  with  the  following  result : — Messrs.  W. 
Wild,  lib.  4oz.,  T.  McWalters,  IS^oz.,  G.  Wild, 
lOJoz.,  J.  Wild,  9foz.,  J.  Massey,  "■9^oz.,  and  j! 
Hodkinson,  gioz.  Their  annual  outing  will  be 
to  Southery  on  Aug.  17th.  The  result  of  the  open 
match  at  Northwich  on  Saturday  last  (July  27) 
must  be  Aery  gratifying  to  the  promoters ;  176  entered 
and  the  last  prize  went  for  15foz.,  not  a  bad  result 
by  any  means  in  a  canal.  Tbe  prize-winners  were 
declared  as  follows :  Messrs.  Besbrown,  Redman, 
Pendlebury,  Philips,  Blease,  Potts,  Gregory,  and 
Lloyd ;  Special :  W.  Besbrown.  The  London 
and  North  -  Western  Railway  Company  have 
increased  their  popularity  (?)  at  Warrington  by  a 
notice  withdrawing  anglers' privilege  tickets  during  the 
coming  holidays.  Just  now  things  are  very  busy  in 
this  town  with  club  contests,  etc.  Our  rivers  are  not 
in  good  order  by  any  means,  the  recent  rains,  from 
which  so  much  was  expected,  having  failed  to  refresh 
both  running  and  still  waters  as  we  hoped  they  would. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Oh  that  photo  of  "  Drag "  !  what  a  sell  for  this 
city !  and  we  expecting  anything  but  an  osteological 
outline  of  the  great  man.  It  is  time  "  Drag  "  came  to 
Manchester  again  to  a  fishery  exhibition  and  had  a 
good  square  meal  or  two.  The  New  Islington 
Angling  Society  opened  at  Poynton  with  mode- 
rate sport  on  Saturday  last.  The  following  is 
the  prize  list :  Messrs.  F.  Formain,  J.  Johnson, 
J.  Farrow,  and  W.  Barnes.  The  Kingfishers  fairly 
got  into  liquidation  with  their  picnic  for  in  fact 
they  had  a  deluge  of  rain  at  Little  Budworth  whilst 
neighbouring  places  were  as  thirsty  as  ever.  The 
Moss  Side  Socials  passed  the  second  stage  of  their  cham- 
pionship competition  last  week  end  at  Broken  Cross, 
fifty-three  taking  part ;  three  hours  were  occupied  in 
fishing,  and  the  top  weight  was  lib.  14oz.  by  Mr.  G.  Link- 
later,  Mr.  J.  Hammond  leading  the  way  in  the  general 
aggregate.  This  society  intend  to  have  an  open  picnic  for 
members  and  friends  shortly.  Great  preparations  are  in 
hand  for  the  comingBank  Holiday  but  it  promises  bein?  a 
disappointing  time  as  regards  sport.  City  rods  intend- 
ing fishing  at  Windermere  would  be  well  advised  in 
taking  their  own  tackle  and  not  depending  on  adver- 
tisements that  tackle  is  provided.  The  said  tackle  is 
sadly  short  of  our  ideas  of  "fine  and  far  oS."  To-day 
is  the  last  day  for  entries  for  the  10th  Annual  Cham- 
pionship of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  rise  on  the  Trent  set  roach  freely  on  the  feed, 
and  at  Shardlow  last  Saturday  (July  27)  Mr.  F,  W.  K. 


Wallis  moro  than  excelled  with  his  favourite  summer 
bait,  creed  wheat.  In  a  long  day's  fishing,  wandering 
from  swim  to  swim,  Mr.  Wallis  creeled  upwards  of 
1401b.,  scarcely  a  fish  under  lib.  being  retained. 
On  the  same  waters  Mr.  A.  Smith  took  about  281b., 
and  upwards  of  ninety  eels  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
West  who  employed  worm.  On  the  Barton  stretch 
on  IMonday  (July  29)  Mr.  J.  Hines  secured  six-and-a- 
half  stone  of  fine  bream,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  over 
51b.  each.  They  were  all  got  in  the  evening  after  0.30. 
At  King's  Mills  Mr.  J.  Birkin,  using  wheat,  has  bagged  a 
grand  lot  of  roach,  and  several  heavy  bag.9  have  been 
brought  into  the  city  from  Fiskerton  and  Kelham. — 
At  Rolleston,  in  the  pegged-down  match  promoted  by 
the  City  Piscatorials,  the  winners  were :  Mr.  W.  Roper, 
first;  Mr.  H.  Day,  second;  Mr.  A.  Coxon,  third; 
Mr.  G.  Bee,  fourth.  Just  before  the  rise  Mr.  II.  Jack- 
son killed,  on  a  worm-baiting,  seven  fine  barbel  at 
Avesham  Weir  head,  and  fish  were  also  taken  at 
Colinott  weir  head,  in  the  Holme  Pierrepont  waters, 
and  at  Clifton  and  Wilford.  The  "  flush  "  has  scoured 
the  bed  of  the  river  to  an  appreciable  extent,  and 
prospects  look  bright  for  Bank  Holiday. 

FROM   WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  very  active  since  Saturday,  the 
river  banks  near  the  city  have  been  lined  with  them, 
and  sport  among  the  roach  and  eels  very  brisk.  At 
Kempsey  and  Upton  on  Severn  the  roach  have  bit  well 
at  the  paste  and  creed  wheat,  and  some  have  done 
well  with  the  wasp  grub.  Messrs.  Albert  Coombs,  C. 
Evans,  Geo.  Weston,  Weaver,  and  others  had  heavy 
catches  of  roach,  some  of  the  fish  over  lib.  in  weight. 
One  angler  caught  some  very  large  perch  in  Severn  Stoke 
Bay.  At  Camp  Weir  Mr.  Avery  caught  a  splendid  lot  of 
chub,  some  31b.  weight  and  over ;  Mr.  Cotton  and 
others  caught  some  very  fine  bream  in  the  Droitwich 
Canal,  running  41b.  to  5Jlb.  weight,  and  some  very 
fine  eels.  Bream  have  given  capital  sport  in  the 
Avon,  a  lot  having  been  taken  from  41b.  to  61b.  each, 
and  a  lot  of  skimmers.  Mr.  A.  Wilson  caught  27^1b. 
with  creed  wheat  for  bait.  Roach  fishing  in  the  Avon 
is  very  quiet  as  yet,  the  few  taken  being  large  in  size. 
— The  Malvern  Angling  Club  had  their  annual  outing 
and  cup  competition  in  the  river  at  Croome  Court. 
The  heavy  rain  marred  the  day's  enjoyment.  Never- 
theless, a  fair  number  of  members  were  present.  It  was 
a  pegged-down  contest  for  the  cup,  and  Mr.  S.  Griffiths 
was  the  fortunate  winner  with  51b.  lljoz. ;  Mr.  Hail- 
stone, 2nd  ;  Mr.  W.  Pembridge,  3rd.  A  roving  contest 
followed,  and  the  competition  keen,  but  Mr.  Griffiths 
was  again  to  the  front  with  91b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  W. 
Hailstone,  2nd ;  Mr.  W.  Yeats,  3rd. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  second  match  of  the  season  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
(York)  Friendly  Angling  Society  was  held  on  Sutton 
Ings  on  July  27.  The  biggest  catch  was  made  by  Mr. 
Newby,  whose  fish  weighed  51b.  4ioz.  The  members 
of  the  Clifton  Angling  Association  held  their  second 
match  on  July  29  at  Elvington,  near  York.  The 
river  was  in  fine  condition,  with  about  two  feet 
of  "fresh"  and  a  nice  stream  running.  Sport  was 
good  from  start  to  finish.  Fred  Styan  headed  the 
prize  list  with  131b.  2oz.  of  fish.  The  catch  was 
a  record  one  for  the  Cliftonians,  as  eighteen 
anglers  weighed  in  over  781b.,  the  catch  consisting  of 
a  very  fine  sample  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  or 
four  nice  silver  bream.  A  rather  exciting  finish  was 
witnessed.  As  Mr.  Styan  was  drawing  in  a  small  roach 
he  was  tackled  by  a  pike  (31b.  3oz.),  which  seized  the 
bait  at  the  top  of  the  water,  but  he  stuck  to  his  fish 
and  succeeded  in  landing  him.  Mr.  Styan  was  con- 
gratiilated  on  his  success,  as  he  was  using  very  fine 
gut  and  a  No.  14  hook.  The  members  of  the 
Yorkshire  Herald  A.  S.  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon 
on  July  27  at  Skirpenbeck  Farm,  where  they 
fished  their  second  match  of  the  season.  The  water 
was,  on  the  whole,  in  nice  condition,  but  nothing  great 
was  accomplished.  A  few  good  specimens  of  the  pink- 
eyed  roach  were  caught,  as  also  some  fair  perch  and 
eels,  but  gudgeon  were  most  in  evidence.  A.  Wyrill 
headed  the  winners  with  21b.  SJoz. 


HIGHBUEY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  committee  met  on  July  31  and  decided  the 
bye-laws  which  will  in  future  govern  any  fishery  held 
by  the  society.  Members  will  find  a  copy  of  same 
posted  in  the  club-room.  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided 
over  the  ordinarj'  weekly  meeting,  and  after  the 
business  had  been  disposed  of  some  fine  shows  of  fish 
were  exhibited.  Mr.  W.  Jelks  had  241b.  8Joz.  of 
roach  and  dace — best  roach,  lib.  14oz.,  lib.  12Joz., 
lib.  lloz.,  and  lib.  9Joz.  Mr.  F.  Berry,  2olb.  of  roach 
— best  brace  lib.  8Joz.  and  lib.  7Joz. :  Mr.  S.  Stone 
71b.  2oz.  of  roach  and  one  grayling.  Mr.  T.  Stone  has 
recorded  a  fair  take  of  perch — largest  lib.  7oz.  Other 
members  reporting  fish  taken  during  the  week  were 
Messrs.  J.  Pratt  and  P.  J.  Jagels,  J.  E.  Clements, 
barbel  and  bream,  and  G.  Westrup  perch  and  dace. 

G.W. 
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EATON  &  DELIER 

Craoked   r^a,ne,   ILioxxdon    B^id^e,   E.C.,  &,  1,   Bux*y   St.,  St.   j£ixnies%  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
"7 S/-   With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,   ■7^> /- 

eSEBO'D     FOR    1 1- I.  XT  STIC,  A  TUT*     C  -A-  T  O  C3-  XJU,    J  XJ  S  T     3E»  XT  »  X.  I  S  JHCi:  X>. 


iIo(cs  from  fi^c  iTodl^. 

The  August  floods  have  been  anticipated.  This  is  a 
good  thing,  although  probably  somewhat  premature 
unless  followed  by  moist  weather.  The  nets  do  not 
come  off  till  August  26,  after  which  sport  begins  to  be 
brisk. 


Now  is  the  rush.  Every  mail  brings  its  complement 
of  passengers  bound  for  the  moors,  and  if  they  cannot 
get  everything  they  want  in  the  gunsmiths'  and  tackle 
shops,  then  woe  betide  the  poor  tradesmen. 


Otters  are  worked  down  in  the  north.  Like  foxes 
they  do  not  exist  for  sport,  but  simply  to  be  exter- 
minated as  the  very  worst  class  of  poachers.  We  go 
for  them  by  every  means  possible — traps,  guns,  gins,  etc. 

The  other  night  I  had  a  rare  experience.  I  thought 
at  first  it  was  a  cat,  then  a  rabbit,  and  ultimately  it 
flashed  across  my  mind  that  it  was  an  otter.  It  took 
two  nights'  stalking,  but  at  last  I  "  potted  "  him — a 
fine  dog  otter  in  splendid  condition. 


In  want  of  salmon  north  country  anglers  go  for  pike. 
The  parr  tail,  of  course,  is  the  bait,  but  next  to  it 
comes  the  Devon,  with  a  tassel  of  red  worsted  for  pre- 
ference at  the  tail.  The  spoon  is  good  but  the  parr 
tail  beats  all  I  have  tried. 


The  King  will  be  the  coming  event  on  Deeside  during 
autumn.  The  rush  for  quarters  is  enormous,  and, 
Bport  or  no  sport,  it  is  a  matter  of  being  put  up. 


There  is  a  decided  hurry  among  the  tackle  makers. 
Old  boxes  have  been  forgotten,  but  they  must  now  be 
raked  out.  Somebody  wants  them,  and  the  sooner 
they  are  varnished  up  the  better. 

The  sea-trout  are  coming  away  in  fair  shoals,  but 
no  salmon.  The  fish  are  off  the  coast  for  the  nonce, 
but  a  day's  flood  or  two  will  bring  them  right  on. 

Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  July  31,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The  secretary 
read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  East- 
bourne, Brixham,  East  Looe,  and  Penzance.  Mr. 
Bates  called  attention  to  some  sand-eels  preserved 
by  Carter  &  Co.,  specimens  of  which  he  produced.  He 
considered  them  a  killing  bait  with  spinner  and  well 
worth  taking  away  where  bait  is  scarce.  He  also 
showed  a  new  spinner.  Mr.  Tucker  caught  four- 
teen pairs  of  nice  soles  off  Southend,  largest  pair 
weighing  51b.,  but  all  were  of  fair  size ;  they  were  caught 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  off  the  pier.  Dr.  Paterson 
had  been  fishing  at  Leigh  with  poor  results  until  late 
in  the  day,  when  he  secured  a  few  good  flounders,  some 
decent  plaice  and  eels,  altogether  twenty  good  fish  ; 
shrimp  bait  they  would  not  take  —  lug-worm 
only  ;  caught  four  viviparous  blennie  and  had 
them  cooked,  found  them  as  good  as  eels  ;  bones 
green  and  not  much  meat.  Reported  also  that 
Mr.  Igglesden  had  caught  a  IJlb.  sole  at  Folkestone. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  had  news  from  Deal  that  the  flat- 
fish were  just  coming  in  and  were  to  be  found  just  off 
shore  in  a  line  with  the  pier.  Mr.  Croft  Standley 
reported  having  caught  bass  in  some  quantity  off  Mar- 
gate during  the  past  week.  The  awarding  of  the  prizes 
under  the  "  Sarcelle  "  Cup  Competition  for  specimen 
fish  caught  in  British  waters  closing  July  31,  it  was 
announced  would  be  taken  in  hand  by  the  committee 


at  their  meeting  on  August  14.  Competitors  should 
therefore  at  once  send  in  their  claims  to  the  secretary, 
Commander  Grove,  at  the  society's  offices.  It  was 
annormced  that  the  usual  ordinary  meeting  would  not 
be  held  on  Wednesday,  August  7,  being  in  Bank 
Holiday  week.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  gave  a  somewhat 
amusing  account  of  his  experience  off  Waterford  with 
bass  and  sharks.  The  chairman  announced  that  the 
Wednesday  evening  meetings  would  be  resumed  on 
August  14  and  continued  weekly  until  further  notice. 
The  customary  toast  of  "  Success  to  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  "  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


When  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  took  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
evening  (July  30)  i  there  was  but  a  small  meeting, 
although  the  committee  had  just  met  and  prepared  a 
programme  for  the  six  months  ending  February  next. 
This  will  shortly  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the  members. 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  reported  having  visited  Clacton,  and 
had  no  sport  fishing  a  mile  or  so  from  the  shore,  but 
a  bass  of  51b.  was  caught  at  the  pier-head,  and  the 
following  day  all  the  visitors  and  most  of  the  in- 
habitants were  bass  fishing  from  the  pier,  and  he  was 
crowded  out.  The  chairman  had  trout,  during  a  recent 
holiday,  from  the  Gold  Rill,  Ullswater.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders,  carp,  from  Wembley  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders, 
a  gold-fish  of  over  lib.  weight.  Mr.  Emery,  dace,  etc., 
fly  fishing;  Mr.  Borthwick,  50  pouting  from  Deal; 
Mr.  Hayward,  several  undersized  fish  from  Yalding 
district ;  Mr.  Gill,  10  roach  and  8  perofa  of  good  size, 
and  several  barbel  returned.  I  regret  the  Chesham 
water  has  drawn  blank  this  week  as  far  as  I  know ;  the 
rain  of  Thursday  week  so  clouded  the  water  that  fly 
fishing  was  out  of  the  question.  Mr.  Buckingham  and 
others  were  down.  The  hon.  librarian  has  a;cquired 
some  excellent  works  on  the  English  Lake  District. 
I  hope  that  members  and  other  anglers  may  profit  by 
the  recent  rainfall  and  meet  with  success  a-fishing 
over  August  Bank  Holiday.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting. 

J.  H.  Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


LYCHNOBITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


On  Saturday  last  the  annual  summer  dinner  and 
competition  of  the  above  society  took  place  at  Pren- 
sham  Great  Pond,  near  Farnham,  Surrey.  The  party 
travelled  down  from  Waterloo  to  Farnham,  where  a 
waggonette  was  in  waiting  to  convey  them  to  the  end 
of  the  journey.  The  weather  was  certainly  not  all 
that  could  be  desired,  but  everybody  was  happy,  and 
troubles  were  made  light  of.  Prensham  itself  is 
situated  in  one  of  the  most  lovely  valleys  in  the 
coimty,  and  its  approaches,  naturally  steep,  require  at 
all  times  to  be  manipulated  with  care,  so  that  with  a 
restive  horse  attached  to  the  waggonette  it  was  not 
surprising  that  matters  soon  reached  a  climax. 
Luckily,  the  accident  was  not  a  serious  one,  although 
things  might  have  been  worse.  A  heavy  storm  of  rain 
did  not  add  to  the  general  comfort,  and  shelter  was 
sought  and  found  in  a  neighbouring  hostelry,  the 
Three  Mariners,  until  the  messengers  despatched  to 
FreHsham  returned  with  fresh  conveyances.  The 
whole  party  was  then  quickly  transferred  to  the  care 
of  jovial  George  Griffiths,  truly  "  a  host  "  in  himself, 
and  a  past  master  in  the  art  of  administering  creature 
comforts  to  all  and  sundry.  The  competition,  the 
most  important  item  of  the  programme,  was  won  by 
Mr.  Frank  Whittle  with  some  nice  roach.  In  the 
evening  the  members  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner 
at  the  hotel,  admirably  served  by  Host  and  Hostess 


Griffiths.  A  beautiful  drive  home  through  five  miles 
of  moonlit  woodland  scenery  brought  us  back  to 
Farnham, land  from  there  we  were  spefedily  conveyed 
to  Waterloo,  bringing  to  a  close  one  of  the  most 
enjoyable  days  ever  spent  by  the  members  of  the 
Lychnobite  Angling  Society.  Hon.  Sec. 


COMPETITION  AT  LANGLEY. 


On  July  21  nearly  two  hundred  competitors  took 
part  in  the  competition  at  Langley,  and  the  following 
members  were  successful  in  the  order  named : — 
Messrs.  Bean,  Wheeler,  Tilley,  Crabb,  Nordford, 
Clayton,  Pope,  Rickwood,  Patterson,  Monk,  Parfltt, 
Slack,  and  Crowley.  After  the  wighing  in,  I  opened 
the  A.B.  boxes,  which  had  been  carried  by  Messrs. 
Jeffries  and  Smith,  of  the  Royal  Oak  A.S.,  and  they 
contained  the  sum  of  £1  5s.  2d. — J.  Harbis. 


AUGUST   BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 


Great  Eastern  Railway. 
This  company  announce  that  in  addition  to  the 
Tourist,  Fortnightly,  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday, 
Tuesday,  or  Wcd7icsday,  etc.,  tickets  which  are  issued 
from  Liverpool-street  and  their  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  the  East  and  North-East  Coasts 
and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh, 
South  wold,  Hunstanton,  Scarborough,  Whitby,  Brid- 
lington, etc.),  they  will,  on  Friday,  Atigust  2,  issue 
Excursion  tickets  from  Liverpool-street  and  suburban 
stations  by  the  Cathedral  Boute  to  Durham,  New- 
castle, Berwick,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.,  also 
to  North  -  East  Coast  watering  places,  and  on 
Saturday,  August  3,  to  Lincoln,  Doncaster,  York, 
Scarborough,  Whitby,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  Hull,  Edwinstowe  (for  the 
Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc. 
Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be  obtained  in 
advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the  Great 
Eastern  American  Rendezvous,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
S.W.,  and  at  the  company's  various  City,  West-end, 
and  other  booking-oiiices.  Believing  and  Special 
trains  will  be  run  on  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn, 
etc.  Midnight  trains,  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening  on  Saturday,  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
12.3  for  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and  Clacton  (fast, 
supper  car  train),  and  at  12.25  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth, 
and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  certain  other  London 
and  suburban  stations  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  Harwich, 
Broxbourne,  Rye  House,  and  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc.),  and  in  addition  to  these  there  will, 
on  Bank  Holiday,  be  special  day  trips  from  Liverpool- 
street,  St.  Pancras,  Kentish  Town,  and  Hackney  Downs 
to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely,  also  trips  for  one, 
three,  or  six  days  from  Liverpool-street  to  Yarmouth, 
and  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  to  Yarmouth, 
Cromer,  and  Mundesley.  Several  of  the  usual  up 
morning  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m. -restaurant 
car  express  from  Cromer  and  7.10  a.m.  from  Felix- 
stowe) will  not  run  on  Bank  Holiday,  but  will  run 
instead  on  Tuesday,  August  6,  on  which  day  restaurant 
cars  will  also  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  ex  Clacton,  and 
there  will  be  an  early  special  from  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, and  other  stations  via  Colchester,  due  at  Liver- 
pool-street at  8.25  a.m.    Bcstaurant  cars  run  every 


August  3,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


89 


week-day  on  the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at 
4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and  Cromer,  and  at  6  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  and  on  the  up  trains  leaving 
Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m.,  and  Lowes- 
toft at  8.25  a.m. ;  they  will  run  on  the  1.35  p.m. 
express  from  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer  on  Friday, 
August  2,  instead  of  Saturday,  August  3. 

South  Eastebn  and  Chatham  Railway. 

Cheap  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer, 
Birchington,  Westgate,  Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Mar- 
gate, Hythe,  Sandgate,  Shorncliffe,  Folkestone,  Dover, 
Sittingbourne,  Sheerness,  Faversham,  Whitstable, 
Heme  Bay  and  New  Romney  will  be  issued  from 
London  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Aug.  2,  3 
and  4,  available  for  the  return  journey  on  Wednesday, 
Aug.  7.  Kent  and  Sussex  circular  tour  tickets  are  now 
issued  from  Victoria,  Charing  Cross,  Holborn  Viaduct, 
Cannon  Street,  St.  Paul's,  Waterloo  and  London 
Bridge  stations,  enabling  holders  to  visit  the  following 
places — namely,  Herne  Bay,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broad- 
stairs,  Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover, 
Canterbury,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Folkestone,  Rye,  Win- 
chelsea,  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards.  Tickets  available 
for  one  month.  Return  fares — first  class  30s.,  second 
class  20s.  and  third  class  15s. 

Cheap  day  excursions  will  be  run  on  Sunday, 
August  4,  and  Bank  Holiday  from  Charing  Cross, 
Waterloo,  Cannon-street,  London-bridge,  and  New 
Cross  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashfor^,  Canter- 
bury, Deal,  Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe, 
Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  and  Gravesend.  Cheap 
Day  tickets,  available  by  certain  trains  will  be  issued 
to  Aldershot  on  Bank  Holiday  from  Charing  Cross, 
Cannon-street,  and  London-bridge  stations.  Cheap 
Day  Excursions  will  also  be  run  on  Sunday,  August  4, 
and  Bank  Holiday  from  Victoria,  Holborn,  and  St. 
Paul's  to  Canterbury,  Deal,  Dover,  Gravesend,  Herne 
Bay,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Sheerness,  Tunbridge  Wells, 
Walmer  and  Whitstable.  Also  from  Victoria  (S.  E.  & 
C.)  only,  to  Tunbridge  Wells  and  Hastings.  On 
Sunday,  August  4,  Afternoon  Excursions  will  be  run 
to  Whitstable  and  Herne  Bay  from  Charing  Cross, 
Victoria,  Holborn,  Cannon-street,  New  Cross,  and 
suburban  stations.  Also  to  Purley,  Kenley,  Warling- 
ham,  and  Caterham,  from  Charing  Cross,  Waterloo, 
London  Bridge,  and  East  Croydon.  On  Bank  Holiday 
frequent  special  and  ordinary  trains  will  run  to  and 
from  Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate  Hill,  St.  Pauls  and 
intermediate  stations  and  the  Crystal  Palace  (High 
Level).    Return  fare.  Is.  6d.,  including  admission. 

The  Continental  excursions  are  as  follows : — A  cheap 
excursion  to  Boulogne  from  Victoria  and  Holborn  at 
2.40  p.m.  on  Saturday,  August  3.  Returning  at 
4.30  p.m.  or  7.25  p.m.  on  Bank  Holiday.  Cheap  return 
tickets  to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  at  Victoria,  Holborn 
and  Charing  Cross  on  August  2,  3,  and  4,  available 
until  August  7,  and  by  certain  services  only.  A  new 
series  of  cheap  seventeen-day  return  tickets  to  Boulogne 
is  now  in  operation.  On  Bank  Holiday  a  special  day 
excursion  will  be  run  to  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  10.0  a.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris  will  be 
issued  on  Saturday,  August  3,  leaving  Victoria, 
Holborn,  Charing  Cross,  and  Cannon-street  at  9  a.m., 
vid  Dover  and  Calais. 


A  REMARKABLE  SWIM  IN  THE 
THAMES. 


On  Monday  last  (July  29)  Professor  Marquis  Bibbero 
performed  one  of  the  most  remarkable  swimming  feats 
ever  witnessed  in  a  tidal  river,  when  he  swam  from 
Temple  Pier  to  the  Tower  Bridge,  a  distance  of  two 
miles,  in  half  an  hour.  The  remarkable  feature  of 
the  swim  was  that  the  professor,  who  is  seventy-eight 
years  of  age,  revolved,  propeller  fashion,  almost  through- 
out. The  swim  was  vritnessed  by  a  number  of  Press 
representatives  and  thousands  of  people  on  the 
embankments  and  bridges.  The  swim  is  to  be  repeated 
on  Monday  next  (Bank  Holiday).  Professor  Bibbero 
is  the  oldest  and  the  most  scientific  teacher  of 
swimming  living,  and  his  book,  entitled  "Athletic 
and  Physical  Training  "  (for  land  and  water),  which 
will  be  ready  in  a  few  days'  time,  should  be  invaluable 
to  .«11  who  go  into  training  for  any  class  of  sport  or 
pastime.  It  can  be  obtained  direct  from  M.  Bibbero, 
27,  Mildmay  Park,  London,  N.,  by  post,  Is.  Id.  All 
anglers  should  be  swimmers,  as  their  sport  takes  them 
to  the  water  and  into  danger  from  drowning. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  The  Hour  of  Danger.  Disease 
commonly  comes  on  with  slight  symptoms,  which,  when 
neglected,  increase  in  extent  and  gradually  grow  dangerous— a 
condition  which  betrays  the  grossest  remissness— when  these 
Pills,  taken  in  accordance  with  their  accompanying  directions, 
would  not  only  have  checked,  but  conquered  the  incipient  dis- 
order. Patients  daily  forward  details  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  instructive  cases  in  which  timely  attention  to  Holloway's 
advice  has  undoubtedly  saved  them  from  severe  illness.  These 
Pills  act  primarily  on  the  digestive  organs,  which  they  stimulate 
when  slow  and  imperfect  ;  and,  secondly,  upon  the  blood,  which 
13  thoroughly  purified  by  them,  whence  is  derived  the  general 
tone  they  impart,  and  their  power  of  subjugating  hypo- 
ehondriacism,  dyspepsia,  and  nervous  complaints.  • 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  field  ourselves  responsible  for  the  (pinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER,  BERGEN, 
NORWAY. 

Dear  Sie, — You  would  be  obliging  me,  and  might 
be  doing  a  service  to  some  of  your  salmon  fishing 
readers  who  may  be  thinking  of  Norway,  if  you  would 
find  room  for  this  letter. 

The  advertisements  which  appeared  in  the  Field  and 
Fisliing  Gcucite  of  my  water  being  to  let  from 
August  9  to  September  14,  even  though  stating  that 
the  rent  would  be  refunded  if  the  river  should  prove 
useless,  have  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  brought  a  single 
application.  So  I  have  reverted  cheerfully  to  the 
practice  that  prevailed  here  for  scores  of  years,  of 
giving  it  away  when  the  owner  left  the  water. 
I  say  cheerfully  because,  in  spite  of  my  autumn 
tenants  having  sometimes  had  their  fish  at  the  cost 
for  rent  of  eightpence  per  pound,  and  of  all  of  them 
having  been  satisfied  that  they  had  always  been  told 
the  whole  truth,  I  have  still  felt  compunction  in  taking 
rent,  however  small,  for  fishing  which  I  kpew  might, 
in  the  absence  of  rain,  be  so  very  bad. 

Now  I  have  given  it  to  Mousen,  of  the  hotel  here, 
who  will  be  glad  to  see  a  few  anglers.  "  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned  he  is  free  to  charge  for  it,  or,  as  he  probably 
will,  to  give  it  to  his  guests,  my  only  prohibition 
being  against  the  water  falling  into  the  hands  of  river 
dealers  or  their  advocates. 

With  hot  sun  every  day  sport  is,  as  you  may  judge, 
Yerj  poor.  The  hotel  guest,  whom  your  kindly  notice 
brought  here,  has,  so  far  this  week  landed  from  the 
south  shore  of  Saghoug  and  the  island  there  a  salmon 
of  171b.  and  grilse  of  5^1b.— Yours  sincerely, 

Evanger,  July  26,  1901.  Edw.  Stuedy. 


FISHING  AT  ALGOA  BAY— THE  CAPE 
SALMON. 

Deab  Sir,— Seeing  in  your  issue  of  July  13  some 
remarks  as  to  fishing  at  Algoa  Bay,  I  sent  the  copy  on 
to  my  brother  who  lived  there  for  some  years,  and  this 
is  what  he  writes  me  in  return  : — 

"  I  read  your  cutting  about  fishing  in  Algoa  Bay. 
What  is  called  there  Cape  salmon  is  said  by  scientists 
to  be  nothing  but  a  herring  grown  to  an  enormous  size 
by  warmth  of  sea  and  climate — 121b.  is  nothing  of  a 
weight  for  them;  theyi  often  run  to  301b.,  401b.,  or  501b., 
but  at  this  size  they  are  not  good  eating ;  nice  white 
flesh,  but  tough  and  fibrous.  The  smaller  sort,  latge 
as  mackerel,  well  cooked  are  very  good  eating,  but 
there  are  several  better  fishes  in  Algoa  Bay." 

Perhaps  this  may  interest  some  of  your  readers. — 
Yours  faithfully,  T.  J.  Miller. 


CARP  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — The  letter  of  "K.  H.,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  July  20,  is  a  most  difficult  one  to  answer, 
especially  as  he  does  not  say  whether  the  water  in  the 
pond  is  clear  or  muddy,  which  latter  is  the  normal 
condition  of  many  carp  ponds  in  Surrey  and  Sussex. 
If  the  former  is  the  case  I  can  give  him  small  hope  of 
success  unless  there  are  water-lilies  growing  in  it. 
Should  there  be,  he  must  take  a  stout  rod,  say  fourteen 
or  fifteen  feet  in  length,  an  undressed  plaited  silk  line 
with  a  stout  gut  bottom  about  two  feet  long,  hook 
about  No.  5  rovmd  bend  stout  wire,  and  one  shot  six 
inches  from  it.  When  he  sees  the  carp  moving  about 
among  the  lilies  he  must  drop  the  worm  into  any  space 
between  the  leaves  large  enough  to  admit  it,  and  drop 
the  shot  on  the  top  of  a  leaf ;  then  rest  his  rod  on  a 
forked  stick  and  await  results.  If  there  is  space  to 
get  it  in,  a  little  ground  bait — chopped  worms,  bread 
and  bran,  or  anything — should  be  flipped  in,  but  in  very 
small  quantities  so  as  to  avoid  making  a  splash. 
When  the  shot  is  drawn  off  the  leaf  let  the  fish  run  a 
yard  or  so  and  then  let  go  and  play  him  with  a  heavy 
hand — there  is  no  artistic  play  about  this,  but  pull 
devil,  pull  baker.  If  the  carp  is  a  big  one  the  odds  are 
in  his  favour,  for  the  lily  stalks  and  roots  are  very 
strong,  and  if  a  fish  once  gets  a  turn  round  them  no 
tackle  can  stand  it. 

However,  the  plan  is  a  good  one  and  worth  trying. 
As  to  the  sort  of  worm  for  the  hook,  it  is  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast  rule,  as  in  one  pond 
carp  fancy  a  small  worm  and  in  another  a  big  lob.  I 
have  done  best  with  a  small  well-secured  maiden  dew 
worm,  two  red  worms  or  brandlings,  and  I  think  they 
look  more  tempting  than  a  huge  knotted  lob  suspended 
in  mid.'Water.  I  recommended  this  plan  once  to  a 
friend  who,  soon  afterwards,  fishing  one  hot  afternoon 
in  th&  Wreake,  near  Brooksby,  saw  the  bream  working 
about  under  the  lilies.  Thinking  they  might  be  taken, 
he  set  to  work,  using  his  spinning  rod,  and  made  quite 
a  record  catch. 

If  the  water  in  the  pond  is  muddy  there  ought  to 
be  no  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  fish,  assuming 
there  are  any  clear  spaces  between  the  weeds.  In 
this  case  "  K.  H."  should  ground-bait  beforehand,  and 
fish  with  or  without  a  float,  but  not  use  a  ledger,  for 


the  lead  makes  too  great  a  disturbance  in  tlie  shallow 
water,  and  also  sinks  in  the  mud,  preventing  the  line 
from  running  freely  when  a  fish  moves  off  with  the 
bait.  If  the  rushes  grow  in  the  water  anywhere 
towards  the  middle  of  the  pond  he  will  want  very 
strong  tackle,  but  if  there  is  nothing  very  strong  in 
the  way  of  weeds  an  ordinary  barbel  or  chub  rod,  line, 
and  tackle  will  do.  I  do  not  believe  in  such  fearful 
heavy  tackle  for  carp  where  the  weeds  are  not  strong; 
niy  best  fish— over  91b.— I  killed  on  a  dace  rod  and 
line  and  a  fine  chub  tackle,  but  I  am  Ijound  to  say 
there  were  no  weeds  in  the  pond. 

Paste  is  very  good  in  some  places,  also  gentles. 
On  one  occasion  three  of  us  were  fishing  side  by  side, 
one  used  gentles,  the  other  and  myself  worms— the 
result  was  ho  got  thirteen,  we  had  one  small  one 
each.  For  paste  take  crumb  of  stale  bread,  good  fat 
cheese — not  rotten — and  a  little  honey,  the  size  of 
bait  varying  from  that  of  a  pea  to  a  filbert,  according 
to  size  of  the  carp. 

Another  plan  of  taking  carp  from  shallow  water, 
but  which,  I  think,  savours  somewhat  of  poaching, 
requires  a  narrow  piece  of  water  and  two  performers. 
Each  is  armed  with  a  pike-rod ;  about  four  yards  of 
stout  gut  is  fastened  by  its  ends  to  the  two'  reel  lines, 
and  one  or  two  hooks— one  baited  with  worm  and  one 
with  gentle — are  fastened  to  the  gut  about  two  feet 
apart.  Then  the  anglers  (?)  walk  on  each  side  of 
the  water  and  gently  drop  the  baits  in  front  of  any 
carp  they  can  see — who  is  to  play  and  land  the  fish  is 
a  matter  of  previous  arrangement.  Now,  this  precious 
dodge,  which  is  nothing  but  cross-lining,  was  told  me — 
and  its  efiectiveness  warranted — by  a  gentleman  who 
had  just  reproved  me  for  taking  a  trout  with  a  worm 
from  an  overgrown  stream  where  no  other  means 
could  be  adopted.  I  thought  of  the  mote  and  the 
beam. 

However,  he  could  see  nothing  unfair  about  it,  and 
said  he  often  tried  it  with  success.  I  never  have,  but 
in  the  case  of  so  artful  a  customer  as  a  carp  dwelling 
in  clear,  shallow  water,  a  little  dodging  may  be  per- 
missible. In  pools  where  pieces  of  bread  are  thrown 
and  float,  many  good  fish  may  be  taken  on  the  top  by 
letting  a  piece  of  crust  on  a  hook  attached  to  a  light 
Nottingham  line  drive  out  into  the  pool  with  the 
force  of  the  wind.  This  plan  used  to  be  adopted  at 
the  pond  at  the  Hornsey  Wood  House  in  the  old 
pigeon-shooting  days  and  in  the  lake  of  the  old  Surrey 
Gardens,  where,  at  the  time  St.  Thomas's  Hospital 
occupied  the  place,  the  patients  used  to  throw  pieces 
of  bread  to  the  carp.  Dr.  Llewelyn  Thomas,  seeing 
how  well  they  fed  on  the  top,  tried  floating  crusts 
over  them  with  great  success.  I  really  think  it  would 
be  worth  trying  a  top  baiting  for  a  few  days  in  a  carp 
pond  to  get  them  accustomed  to  the  bread,  and  then 
when  there  was  a  ripple  on  use  a  floating  bait. — Y'ours 
truly,  Edwin  Gosling. 


THE  BUSTARD. 
Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  thank  through  your 
columns  "  Greta "  and  Mr.  Carter  Platts  for  their 
supplementary  notes  to  my  article,  "  Fishing  the 
Bustard."  I  was  indeed  sorry  to  hear  of  Mr.  Piatt's 
accident,  and  sincerely  hope  he  will  have  recovered 
sufliciently  to  make  many  casts  on  his  favourite 
streams  ere  the  trouting  season  closes.  I  wonder  if 
the  angling  column  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  is 
likely,  for  a  time,  to  suffer  in  consequence  ?  I  trust 
not,  for  I,  along  with  hosts  of  other  anglers,  appreciate 
the  refreshing  writings  contained  therein. — Y'ours 
sincerely,  Brown  Owl. 


Dear  Sir, — I  regret  that,  quoting  from  memory,  I 
made  a  mistake  in  the  colours  of  the  sexes  of  the 
ghost-moth.  Referring  to  a  notebook,  I  find  the 
following  entry : — "  The  ghost-moth — male,'  white  ; 
female,  yellow  (Darwin)." — -Y'ours  truly,  Greta. 


FISHING  AT  TUNBRIDGE  WELLS. 

Dear  Sir,— If  your  "  Brighton  "  correspondent  will 
communicate  with  me,  I  can  give  him  "influence" 
for  free  fishing  and  full  advice  how  to  catch  them 
near  Tunbridge  Wells,  having  fished  there  from  a  lad 
of  12.— ours  sincerely.  Gem  Fly  Roacher. 

Grosvenor  House,  Ramsgate. 


Dear  Sir, — "  Brighton  Angler  "  will  find  good  coarse 
fishing  at  Tunbridge,  five  miles  from  Tunbridge  Wells. 
River  Med  way,  preserved  by  i  local  angling  society  : 
day  tickets.  Is.  each,  to  be  obtained  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Tunbridge. — Y'ours  truly,  J.  J.  Chapman, 

(Member  of  Tonbridge  Angling  Society). 


FISHING  NEAR  NEWQUAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
some  of  your  readers  could  tell  me  through  the 
medium  of  your  valuable  paper  what  sport  in  the  way 
of  fishing  (sea  or  river)  is  to  be  obtained  in  Cornwall 
within  ten  miles  of  Newquay  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September  ;  also  what  flies  and  tackle  are 
most  suitable  for  the  time  and  place.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — Yours  truly,  E.  J,  Boake. 
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AN  INTEEESTING  EXPERIENCE. 
Sir— For  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  the  narrowest 
end  of  the  Old  Pleat  was  as  clear  as  crystal,  covered 
for  the  most  part  with  a  dark,  heavy,  tuftv  weed  (not 
American)  about  two  feet  six  inches  from  the  surface 
interspersed  with  marvellous  accumulations  of  flannel- 
weed  m  the  shape  of  haycocks,  and  all  crowned  iust 
above  the  surface  of  the  water  with  a  light  green 
blubbery  Ecum  like  yeast.  As  the  boat  drifted  along 
silent  as  death  along  the  sloping  sides  of  these  exceed- 
ingJy  picturesque  and  peculiar  formations,  you  can 
believe  me  or  not,  we  saw  splendid  tench  go  in  and 
come  out  of  small  round  holes,  holes  no  doubt  made 
purposely  by  the  fish,  as  though  they  were  plariuo-  at 
hide  and  seek.  My  friend  saw  as  many  as  twenty 
tench  in  one  sail  down. 

Some  of  the  heaps  were  slightly  open  on  one  side  • 
It  was  like  looking  into  a  cavern,  and  once  inside  these 
silent  and  delightful  arbours,  they  no  doubt  proved 
cool  retreats  from  the  all-powerful  sun.  In  spite  of 
the  intense  heat,  rudd,  perch  and  roach  were  so 
ravenous  that  when  a  fish  was  hooked,  and  the  worm 
hung  from  its  mouth,  I  and  my  friend  could  see  a 
number  of  fish  (say  a  dozen)  come  swimming  quickly 
up,  not  out  of  sympathy  for  their  companion,  but  to 
try  and  collar  the  worm  as  the  fish  was  being  towed 
along.  On  many  occasions  we  caught  two  perch  or 
a  rudd  and  perch,  and  when  a  fish  escaped  another 
would  be  instantly  hooked.  I  noticed  that  the  best 
rudd,  weighing  from  lib.  to  IJlb,  were  taken  by 
making  long  casts  when  there  was  a  good  ripple. 

The  worm  was  so  much  in  request  that  we  even 
caught  three  pike  about  a  pound  each,  a  bait  the 
keeper  said  he  never  knew  them  to  touch  imtil 
beptember.  Nothing  worth  mentioning  could  be 
caught  by  any  one  at  the  other  end  of  the  lake  in 
about  eight  feet  of  dead  water.  I  give  my  friend 
credit  for  this  discovery.  Study  well  the  water  for 
it  was  quite  evident  the  fish  knew  where  to  find  most 
food  and  comfort,  and  it  is  just  possible  at  the  time  of 
our  visit  that  they  were  sick  of  feeding  on  the  weed 
and  the  worm  proved  a  real  treat.  The  total  weight 
including  two  tench,  was  about  901b.— I  am,  etc.,  °  ' 

Old  Hand. 
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THE  ENGLISH  LAKES. 
Deae  Sie,— Would  some  angling  correspondent, 
who  IS  familiar  with  the  English  Lake  District,  be 
kind  enough  to  recommend  a  nice  quiet  place  where 
one  could  have  good  lake  fishing  with  use  of  boat 
varied  with  a  little  trout  fishing  in  streams  ?— Yours 

^^^^J'  TXEED  DOCTOB. 


GREEN  STAIN  FOR  RODS,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  obliged  to  "  G.  P."  for  his  kindly 
taking  the  trouble  to  answer  my  enquiry.  I  may  say 
I  apply  coachmaker's  varnish  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended in  Mr.  Wells'  book,  page  197.  The  result  is  a 
polish  with  which,  for  durability,  French  polishing 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  compared,  for  it  will  not  chip, 
and  when  cleaned  and  rubbed  with  a  bit  of  old  silk  or 
new  chamois  leather  always  looks  as  good  as  new. 

As  to  stain,  I  noticed  just  the  shade  of  green  I 
wanted  on  a  carriage  wheel,  and  at  once  went  to  a 
coach  painter  I  know.  This  is  his  formula  :— "  As  a 
wood  filler  and  a  foundation  for  the  green,  first  of  all 
give  the  rod  a  coating  of  a  mixture  of  black  lead  and 
white  lead,  which  allow  to  dry,  and  smooth  down  with 
finest  or  partly  used  sandpaper.  Then  he  is  making 
me  the  shade  of  green  I  want  by  grinding  in  turpentine 
blue  and  yellow  pigments.  I  have  to  apply  a  coat  of 
this  as  smoothly  as  I  can,  after  which  a  coat  of  same 
mixed  with  coachmakers'  varnish,  allowing,  of  course, 
the  first  coat  to  become  dry.  Allow  the  last  coat  to 
dry  quite  hard."  Then  proceed  with  Mr.  Wells'  plan 
of  putting  on  three  or  four  more  coats  of  coachmakers' 
varnish,  mixed  with  terebine  to  hasten  drying,  each 
coat  to  be  quite  hard  before  applying  another  one. 
-^To  thin  the  varnish  as  bought,  I  use  as  much  spirits 
of  turpentine  as  I  think  is  required,  putting  the 
varnish  first  near  the  fire  to  get  thoroughly  warm, 
and  then  adding  the  turpentine,  shaking  the  bottle 
well.  As  to  terebine  for  assisting  drying  of  the  varnish, 
the  quantity  required  will  depend  in  a  measure  upon 
the  amount  of  patience  in  the  composition  of  amateur. 

In  reply  to  "  G.  P.'s"  question  re  wood  for  rod 
points,  I  may  say  that  ho  timber  I  have  ever  seen 
equals  Washaba  for  this  purpose.  Thanking  both  you 
and  "  G.  P."  for  your  kind  help,— I  am,  sir,  yours 
respectfully,  Machduibh. 


PISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  noticed  several  enquiries  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  from  time  to  time  as  to  the  fishing  to 
be  had  m  Ireland.  At  certain  places  the  rates  charged 
for  the  privilege  are  prohibitive  to  men  of  moderate 
means  ;  for  instance,  Galway  fl  per  day,  Balliuahinch 
15s.,  then  hotel  charges  added  ;  none  but  those  witli 
purses  long  and  well  filled  with  "  Geordies  "  can  stand 
the  racket.    There  is  one  spot,  however,  where  men 
of  moderate  means  may  enjoy  themselves  to  their 
hearts'  content,  and   that  place  is  Lough  Corrib. 
There  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free,  and  what  is  more 
all  fish  caught  are  the  propertv  of  the  angler,  and 
therein  lies  the  ch.arm.    This  lough  holds  salmon, 
lake  trout,  perch,  and,  I  regret  to  add,  that  beastly 
fresh-water  shark,  pike— the  brute  I    He  is  bred  and 
born  a  cannibal,  and  as  such  will  ever  remain.  I 
should  have  no  qualms  of  conscience  in  snaring  or 
shooting  this  pest.     Tlie  scenery  is  unsurpassed  in 
either  Wales  or  Scotland,  indeed,  it  is  an  anglers' 
paradise.    Geologists,  botanists,  and  naturalists  may 
find  a  happy  hunting-ground  at  Oughterard.  Talk 
about  rocks,  I  never  saw  such  rugged  grandeur  in  all 
my  life— granite,  marble,  and  schist  abound.  Ferns 
are  scattered  by  Nature's  hand  in  the  greatest  pro- 
fusion—I  counted  no  less  than  four  distinct  species 
withm  a  radius  of  three  feet.    Wild  flowers  are  a  treat 
to  .see ;  butterflies  and  moths  are  as  plentiful  as  the 
proverbial  blackberry ;  lichens  are  as  common  as  clover  • 
the  club-shaped  moss,  singularly  beautiful,  can  be 
picked  up  on  the  margin  of  the  lake ;  wild  'ducks  dot 
the  surface  m  inviting  bunches,  and  can  be  shot  free 
of  charge  ;  the  air,  coming  direct  from  the  Atlantic,  is 
pure  and  bracing;  provisions  are  moderate  in  price, 
and  so  are  the  hotel  charges.    What  more  can  a  poor 
mortal  want  ?    I  selected  Oughterard  as  a  centre,  and 
with  two  lady  friends  have  had  a  most  pleasant 
holiday.    One  of  the  ladies  caught  three  lake  trout  in 
as  many  consecutive  days,  the  best  fish  weighing  2ilb 
and  the  smallest  lilb.    On  another  occasion  our  bag 
of  fish  turned  the  beam  at  151b.,  and  consisted  of  two 
pike,  one  trout,  and  a  dozen  perch,  the  best  going 
lib.  6oz.  —  pounders  quite  common,  and  Oh,  how 
they  fought !    We  had  quite  as  much  fun  landing  the 
big  perch  as  trout,  and  what  a  dainty  morsel  they 
were  with  a  bit  of  bacon  for  breakfast— flesh  firm, 
flaky,  and  sweet.    On  July  12  I  saw  a  gentleman 
last  in  a  salmon  of  Gib.,  which  led  him  a  pretty 
dance  for  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes.    He  was  using 
a  12-foot  rod  and  light  tackle,  and  the  kill  was  all  the 
more  creditable  to  him.    Another  angler  killed  a  121b. 
trout  the  same  week.    A  local  fisherman  caught  a  61b 
salmon  on  July  16,  and  when  we  consider  that  the 
water  was  gm  clear,  very  low,  and  days  bright,  with 
little  wind,  such  takes  are  exceptions,  and  speak 
volumes  for  the  fishery.    An  ideal  spot  to  stay  at  is 
the  Railway  Hotel,  Oughterard.    Host  Naughton  has 
laid  himself  out  to  make  his  guests  feel  at  home,  and 
has  succeeded  admirably.    There  is  a  place  like  home 
after  all,  notwithstanding  Madame  Patti's  warblino-  to 
the  contrary.    The  hotel  visitors'  diary  will  bear  "me 
out  m  this ;  scores  of  visitors  have  recorded  their 
appreciation  of  the  kindness  and  polite  attention 
received  at  this  homelike  hostelry.    Paddy  Gill  is  a 
capital  "gillie"— no  pun  intended;  he  knows  every 
likely  nook  and  corner  to  harbour  a  trout,  and  if  he 
cannot  put  you  over  a  decent  fish  there  is  not  another" 
on  Cornb  who  can.    As  to  bait,  minnows  arc  plentiful 
m  the  Owenrief  river,  and  Paddy  Gill  can  supply  any 
quantity;  he  also  ties  a  beautiful  fly,  and  one  that 
will  kill,  at  3s.  per  dozen.     The  Phantom  Devon 
Minnow  and-little  Bar  Spoon,  both  by  Farlow  &  Co., 
are  nailers,  and  I  can  assure  readers'  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  fine  sport  with  either.    There  is  one  blot 
on  this  fair  spot— the  working  classes  are  extremely 
poor  and  ill-clad  ;  women  and  bairns  eschew  shoes  and 
■stockings,  and  it  grieved  us  to  see  them  paddling 
about  on  the  rough  granite  roads  barefooted.    As  a 
rule  they  are  highly  intelligent,  very  polite,  and,  above 
all,  kind-hearted— aye,  Paddy  is  a  thorough  gentleman 
—Yours  truly.  The  Boston  Bittern. 
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books,  where  a  daily  record  is  kept  of  the  number  of 
trout  caught  and  their  weight.   Captain  Johnson,  R.N. 
IS  even  a  keener  angler  than  myself.    No  salmon! 
weather  being  unfavourable." 

Both  anglers  are  to  be  congratulated  on  getting 
such  capital  sport,  and  I  hope  Mr.  Edwards  will 
pardon  my. breach  of  etiquette  in  publishing  a  private 
note._  The  right  place  for  refreshing  news  of  this 
description  is  in  the  columns  of  our  favourite  paper,  the 
M  ishmg  Gazette.— Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

Gaerwon,  Anglesey. 

FISHING  AT  KESWICK. 

Dear  Sir,— As  I  intend  to  shortly  visit  Swinside 
Keswick,  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  would  give  mo  any  information 
about  the  fishing  in  the  district ;  also  where  to  obtain 
licences,  permits,  kind  of  flies,  bait,  etc.,  to  be  used 
or  any  other  information.  An  early  reply  would  be  a 
great  favour.— Yours  truly,  "  Microbe." 

,  [According  to  that  invaluable  guide  to  fishing  places 

ihe  Angler's  Diary  "  (published  at  the  Field  Oflfice' 
Breams-buildings,  London,  for  Is.  6d.,  each  vear)  Mr 
H.  Mayson,  photographer,  Keswick,  sells  the  perimits 
etc.  for  fishing.  "  Microbe  "  will  find  full  particulars 
in  the  "Anglers'  Diary  "  as  to  the  kind  of  fish  to  be 
taken  at  and  around  Keswick.  Coarse  fishing  is  free 
on  the  lake.— Ed.] 


GOOD  FISHING  WANTED  NEAR  YORK. 
Dear  Sir,— Being  an  ardent  pursuer  of  the  gentle 
craft,  and  a  reader  of  your  esteemed  publication, 
might  I  ask  one  or  two  questions,  my  reasons  for 
doing  so  being  that  having  lately  come  to  York  the 
sport  I  love  so  well  seems  to  have  been  cut  out  of  my 
reach  entirely.    As  a  native  of  Carlisle  I  have  been 
accustomed  to  good  trout,  herling,  sea-trout,  and 
salmon  angling.    Can  any  of  these  fish  be  caught 
within  reasonable  distance  of  Y'ork  ?    I  have  evenings 
and  Saturday  afternoons  off.    My  experience  has  been 
solely  fly  fishing,  Devon  bait  spinning,  and  worm 
fashing.    With  the  latter  bait  at  the  end  of  April  one 
morning,  in  a  small  tributary  of  the  Eden  (the  Petteril) 
I  basketed  twenty-three  beauties  (trout)  in  three  hours' 
fishing.    In  this  same  small  stream  I  have  had  the 
unique  experience  of  landing  two  trout  on  a  three 
hooked  fly  tackle  twice  over.     My  father,  too,  has 
caught  a  fine  flounder  on  an  angel  which  had  probably 
been  spinning  near  the  bottom  of  the  river.    To  quote 
another  curious  incident,  an  old  veteran  and  I  were 
fishing  on  a  gravel  bed,  and  on  the  leading  hook  we 
were  in  the  habit  of  adding  a  maggot,  which  very 
often  brought  to  our  nets  a  nice  sea-trout,  the  biggest 
I  have  had  in  this  way  being  just  over  21b.    He  had 
been  allowing  his  line  to  sail  slowly  round  with  the 


o      v.,  iv^uii^i    VVIUJU  OUB 

Stream,  but  it  stuck  on  a  stake,  and  the  leading  fly  ^| 


THE  DOG  AND  THE  "POACHER." 
Dear  Sir,— The  following  incident  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  you  or  your  readers :  On  going  down  to 
Loch  Ard,  Perthshire,  one  morning  accompanied  by  a 
large  retriever  dog,  I  was  amusing  him  by  throwing 
Btones  into  the  loch  near  a  floating  stick  some  distance 
from  shore.  The  dog  seized  the  stick,  when  it  was 
immediately  pulled  out  of  his  mouth.  The  dog  swam 
round,  and  on  the  stick  again  coming  to  the  surface 
seized  it,  and  swimming  to  the  shore  he  came  running 
to  me  with  the  stick,  which  had  a  set-line  attached 
with  a  61b.  pike  on  the  end.— Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  M.  Heeon. 


SPORT  IN  SUTHERLAND. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  R.  J.  Edwards,  J.P.,  Holyhead, 
the  noted  Welsh  .angler,  writes  to  me  this  Monday 
morning  (July  29th)  :— 

"Dear  Hughes,— Just  returned  from  my  Scotch 
holidays,  where  my  companion  and  myself  enjoyed  at 
times  first-class  sport  trout  fishing. 

"Lough  Inver,  Sutherland,  fished  well,  and  we 
generally  got  the  top  score  baskets  each  day,  about 
151b.  to  181b.  between  us  both.  However,  in  the  Isle 
of  Skye  we  fished  Loch  Storr,  staying  at  Porkee,  and 
walking  to  get  at  this  loch  seven  miles  over  the  hills 
and  ditto  back  again.  We  had  three  days  on  it,  or 
rather  two  and  a-half  tiays.  On  the  first  day  (six 
hours)  we  had  feighty-six  trout,  411b. ;  on  the  second 
(half  day),  seventy-three  trout,  341b.;  on  the  third 
(seven  hours),  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  ttout 
661b.  The  biggest  trout  l^lb.,  several  over  lib.  It 
was  quite  common  to  have  two  half-pounders  on  at 
once,  and  the  last  day  we  had  two  each  on  at  the  same 
time.   We  lowered  all  records  as  certified  in  the  hotel 


carrying  the  maggot  sank.  All  at  once  he  felt  a  severe 
tug,  and  on  striking  he  landed  a  fine  eel,  which  I  need 
hardly  say  spoiled  his  fly  tackle.  My  father,  too,  on 
one  occasion,  hooked  a  beautiful  new  run  fish  in  the 
root  of  the  tail,  and,  after  almost  half  a  day's  run 
landed  a  fish  of  251b.  weight.  0n  the  same  day  I 
landed  a  fish  of  321b.,  the  biggest  I  have  yet  caught, 
at  Rickerby  Rocks,  on  the  Eden.  I  had  a  fine  grey 
trout,  8f  lb.,  with  a  maggot  on  the  leading  fly  at  the 
same  spot  two  years  ago.  After  such  fine  runs  on  1 
sweet,  gravel-bottomed  streams,  naturally  the  meander-  " 
ing,  sleepy,  stagnant  Ouse  made  me  despair  of  getting 
a  cast  near  York,  and  I  should  be  agreeably  surprised 
to  be  recommended  by  any  fellow  reader  to  a  nice 
trout  or  salmon  cast  near  Y'ork. — Yours  truly, 

Robert  Baxter. 

A  TROUT  PISHING  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  of  a 
stream,  or  other  water,  in  the  south-west  of  England 
where  I  should  have  a  prospect  of  sport  spinning  for 
trout  during  August  ?— Yours  faithfully,      C.  H.  S. 

[We  believe  that  spinning  is  allowed  on  the  Exmoor 
and  Dartmoor  streams. — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  CAPTURE  LARGfi  TENCH,' 
Dear  Sir,— Will  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  give  me  particulars  of  the  most  successful 
method  of  tench  fishing  ?  What  is  the  best  bait  and 
when  is  the  best  time  to  obtain  sport  in  ponds  ?  ■  I 
have  tried  early  morning  and  late  in  the  evening  but 
cannot  get  large  fish  although  there  are  many  in  the 
pond.  Fishing  books  mention  brandling  worms  dipped 
in  tar.  Has  any  angler  or  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  had  sport  with  the  tench  with  this  bait,  and 
is  it  coal  tar  or  Stockholm  tar.  I  have  taken  a  good 
number  of  tench  this  season,  but  they  have  not  been 
very  large.  The  bait  has  been  the  scoured  brandling 
worm  with  sheep's  blood,  bread  and  bran  and  clay 
mixed.— Yours  truly.  Tench  Fisherman. 

[The  smell  of  tar  certainly  attracts  tench.  Our 
correspondent  should  get  a  little  essential  oil  of  tar 
from  a  chemist  and  put  a  few  drops  with  the  ground- 
bait  of  bran,  meal,  and  potatoes,  not  on  the  worms  as  it 
kills  them. — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  99.] 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  salmon  rod  fishing  season  in  Norway  has 
been  one  of  the  worst  on  record  so  far,  and  with 
little  prospect  of  any  improvement ;  in  fact,  many 
English  anglers  are  coming  or  have  come  back 
already,  including  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  ("  Eed 
Spinner  ")  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Pay  ton  ("  Sarcelle  "). 
I  hope  they  will  get  some  good  sport  at  home  to 
make  up  for  then-  foreign  disappointment. 

AVho  wrote  "  The  Border  Angler." 
Can  some  Edinburgh  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  tell  me  who  was  the  author  of  a  well- 
written  little  angling  book  entitled  "  The  Border 
Angler :  a  Guide  Book  to  the  Tweed  and  its 
Tributaries  and  the  other  streams  commanded  by 
the  North  British  Eailway,  with  an  Accurate  Map 
of  the  District "  '?  It  was  published  in  1858  by 
Mr.  Wm.  P.  Nimmo,  of  2,  South  St.  David-street, 
Edinburgh,  and  the  map  was  drawn  and  engraved 
by  J.  Gellatly ;  the  printers  were  Eobert  Hardie 
and  Company,  of  Frederick-street.  The  binder 
was  John  Gray,  of  Edinbm-gh. 


Curiously  enough,  after  writing  the  above  note, 
that  scarce  and  very  pleasant  volume  "  Songs  of 
the  Edinburgh  Angling  Club,"  caught  my  eye,  and 
I  took  it  out  to  have  a  little  entertainment  in  the 
company  of  some  members  of  the  famous  club. 
Alas  1  most  of  them  have  passed  away,  including 
Alexander  Eussel,  the  celebrated  editor  of  the 
Scotsman,  elected  in  1847,  and  W.  C.  Stewart, 
author  of  "  The  Practical  Angler,"  elected  in  1861. 
Stewart  was  for  some  time  hon.  sec.  of  the  club. 
Among  the  original  members  I  see  that  there  was 
a  Gellatly.  Possibly  the  artist  of  the  map  in 
"  The  Border  Angler  "  was  also  the  author,  and  a 
member  of  the  club.  If  any  original  member  is 
still  living  he  might  know. 


tide-reach  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Whitadder, 
which  joins  the  Tweed  immediately  above  lierwick. 
The  circumstances  were  somewhat  unfavourable 
a  long  drotight  retarded  the  departure  of  the  fish, 
but  doubtless  the  great  majority  of  them  got  safely 
away.  And  they  went  away  for  ever.  None 
returned,  and  only  three  of  them  were  ever  heard 
of,  in  each  case  under  circumstances  of  tlie  most 
distressing  character.  One  of  them  was  caught  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  seventy  miles  to  the  soutli, 
another  at  Yarmouth,  three  hundred  miles  to  the 
south,  and  the  third  at  Eyemouth,  ten  miles  to 
the  north,  the  last  individual  being  found  in  the 
stomach  of  a  cod,  with  nothing  remaining  of  him 
but  his  vertebral  column  and  his  gutta-percha 
ticket.  Tliese  simple  but  certain  facts  convey  a 
painful  and  pathetic  idea  of  the  salmon's  marine 
wanderings." 

This  interesting  record  of  an  early  salmon 
marking  exfjeriment  is  from  an  article  in  the 
Quarterly  Review  for  January,  1857,  by  the 
member  of  the  Edinburgh  Angling  Club  who  fm*- 
nished  the  preface  to  the  "  Songs,"  probably 
Russel  I  thought,  and  on  turning  to  his  work  on 
"  The  Salmon,"  published  in  18G4,  I  find  my 
surmise  is  correct. 


Five  Hundred  Salmon  Kelts  Marked. 
"  In  the  spring  of  1852  about  five  himdred  kelts 
were    marked    with    gutta-percha    rings,  duly 
numbered,  in  a   pool  within  a  few  yards  of 


Dryden  WAS  AN  Angler. 
"  Dryden,"  says  Eussel,  "also  was  an  angler, 
and  his  contemporary  Tom  Durfey,  too,  and  were 
jealous  of  each  other  on  that  as  well  as  other 
accounts,  as  we  learn  from  Fenton  : — 

"  By  long  experience  Durfey  may,  no  doubt, 
Ensnare  a  gudgeon,  or  sometimes  a  trout. 
Yet  Dryden  once  exclaimed  in  partial  spite, 
'  He  fish  1  because  the  man  attempts  to  write.' ' 
The   Rev.  Eichard  Hooper   in   his   "  Life  of 
Drj'den,"  prefixed  to  the  poet's  works,  tells  us  : — 

Dryden  was  very  partial  to  Ms  native  country, 
Northamptonshire,  to  which  he  paid  periodical  visits, 
as  also  to  the  seats  of  many  of  his  friends  in  other 
counties.  Fishing  was  his  favourite  pm-suit,  and  his 
skill,  on  one  occasion  at  least,  stood  him  in  gc 
stead,  for  h 3  tells  old  Jacob  Tonson  (his  publisher) : 
"  I  am  sleepy  all  this  day,  having  been  obliged  to  sit 
up  all  last  night  almost,  out  of  civility  to  strangers 
who  were  benighted,  and  to  resign  my  bed  to  them  ; 
and  if  I  had  not  taken  a  very  lusty  pike  that  day  they 
must  have  gone  supperless  to  bed,  foure  ladyes  and 
two  gentlemen." 

Never  Talked  Again. 

A  young  man  of  smart  appearance  entered  a 
restaurant,  followed  by  a  French  poodle  that 
seemed  intelligent  above  all  his  race.  The  master 
selected  a  table  and  sat  down  at  one  end,  while  the 
poodle  sat  up  on  a  chair  opposite  to  him  and 
waited.  After  conning  the  bill  of  fare,  the  master 
ordered  steak  and  onions.  Then  the  dog  remarked, 
"  And  the  same  for  me,  please." 

Nothing  can  astonish  a  waiter,  but  a  gentleman 
sitting  near  by  heard  the  dog's  remark  and  played 
double  astonishment  for  the  waiter  and  himself. 
Seeing  this,  the  owner  of  the  talking  dog  asked  of 
the  animal,  "  What  wine,  Mossoo?  " 

"  Mumm,  '93,"  replied  the  poodle  laconically, 
looking  a  trifle  bored.  This  was  too  much  for  the 
astonished  gentleman.  He  rose  and,  apologising, 
said  to  the  owner  of  the  dog  : 

"It  is  marvellous  to  what  a  pitch  of  perfection 
one  can  brmg  a  good  poodle.  I've  seen  some  dogs 
in  my  time,  but  I've  never  heard  one  talk  as 
plainly  as  yom-s  does.  Will  you  take  $250  for 
him '?  " 

"  Well,"  replied  the  young  man,  "  I  really  don't 
want  to  sell  him." 

"  Take  $500  ?  "  pursued  the  other. 
"  Well,  well,  if  you  really  want  him,  I  will.  I 
can  easily  train  another  to  talk  in  the  same  way." 

The  bargain  was  made  and  the  dog  changed 
hands.  But  as  the  new  master  was  leading  his 
purchase  out  of  the  restaurant  bj'  a  string,  the 
poodle  cast  a  reproachful  look  on  the  ventriloquist 
and  said,  with  a  world  of  pathos  in  his  words  : 
You've  sold  me  I  You've  sold  me  I  I'll  never 
talk  again  1  " 

And  he  didn't. — Exchange- 


I  always  copy,  for  the  benefit  of  readers  of  tlie 
Fishing  Gazette,  any  recipes  I  see  for  scaring  flies 
and  midges.  Here's  one  more  : — 
"  Fox's  Fly  Dope. 
"  The  recipe  is  here  reprinted  with  the  admoni- 
tion to  all  readers  of  Forest  and  Stream  to  cut 
it  out  and  paste  it  either  in  their  fly-books  or 
tackle  boxes.    It  is  as  follows : 

"  Oil  pennyroyal,  oil  peppermint,  oil  bergamot,  oil 
cedar,  F.  E.  quassia  aa  zi ;  gum  camphor  ziv, 
vaseline  yellow  zii  M.  S.  Dissolve  camphor  in 
vaseline  by  heat ;  when  cold,  add  remainder. 

"E.  Hough. 
"  Hartford  Building,  Chicago,  111." 


I  was  astounded  to  see,  according  to  the  report 
of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  able  and  energetic  secretary  of 
the  Westmeath  Likes  and  Rivers  Preservation 
Society,  how  thoroughly  those  walerj  a  e  poached 
by  human  poachers,  and  now  he  deplores  the 
gi-eat  increase  of  all  kinds  of  fish-eating  birds.  The 
Wild  Birds  Protection  Act  ought  to  be  repealed  in 
many  districts. 


I  thought  salmon  were  pretty  well  extinct  in 
the  Trent,  but  it  appears  that  on  Aug.  2  two  men 
were  summoned  by  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  for 
attempting  to  catch  salmon  with  an  illegal  net. 
The  Liadsey  magistrates  evidently  could  not  believe 
the  men  were  so  foolish  as  to  try  to  catch  salmon 
in  the  Trent,  and  dismissed  the  case. 

E.  B.  Marston. 


SOME  HIGHLAND  QUARTERS 
AND  THE  SEASON'S  PROSPECTS. 


The  gi'eat  mass  of  sportsmen  outside  the  strictly 
exclusive  classes,  rich  men  many  of  them  in  a 
sense,  but  who  prefer  to  be  independent,  rove  at 
will  and  pay  their  way  for  a  month  or  six  weeks' 
holiday,  are  often  at  then-  wits'  end  where  to  go. 
There  are  a  few  places  where  some  sport,  at 
least,  may  yet  be  found,  if  a  bit  of  travelling  is  of 
no  account. 

The  Shetland  and  Orkney  Islands  are  now 
attracting  more  attention  than  hitherto,  and  they 
deserve  it,  especially  the  former  and  farther  away 
group.  A  very  fine  hotel  has  just  been  opened  at 
Hillswick.  The  route  is  from  Aberdeen  or  Wick 
by  steamer  to  Lerwick,  and  from  hence  a  cross- 
country drive  of  some  three  or  iour  hours  to  Hills- 
wick. It  is  a  far  cry  certainly,  but  to  those  who 
love  a  fairly  long  sea  voyage,  are  good  sailors, 
nothing  can  be  more  enjoyable.  The  abundance 
of  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  with  sea-trout  in  the 
voes  and  brown  trout  in  the  numerous  lochlets 
around,  and  sea  fishing  and  wild-fowl  shooting 
ad  lib.,  will  amply  repay  the  long  journey  north. 
There  are  many  other  places  in  the  Shetlands,  and 
if  the  accommodation  be  but  scanty  the  charges 
are  all  the  more  moderate,  and  the  smTOundings 
sublime.  The  first-class  line  of  coasting  steamers 
from  Aberdeen  to  Lerwick,  touching  at  other  places 
en  route,  can  confidently  be  recommended,  where, 
if  a  little  overcrowding  ha"s  to  be  put  up  with  at  this 
busy  season,  the  civility  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
and  men,  and  the  general  bonhomie  to  be  met  with, 
compensates  for  any  little  loss  of  temper  which, 
perhaps,  at  other  times  might  be  justifiably 
exhibited. 

The  Orkneys  are  also  attractive,  and  the  only 
drawback  there  is  the  amount  of  netting  in  the 
voes  which  prevail  where  every  petty  landlord 
owning  half  an  acre  of  land  can  claim  to  do  as  he 
likes. 

The  netting  season  in  the  Orkney  and  Shetlands 
ends  on  Sept.  15,  but  the  rod  fishing  then  goes  on 
to  Nov.  15 — a  fortnight  later  than  in  most  other 
districts  of  Scotland.  The  sea-trout  are  now  coming 
in  about  the  coast,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in 
greater  numbers  till  the  end  of  the  season.  The 
fly  is  a  favourite  lure,  and  of  the  largest  sea-trout 
sizes.  There  are  some  special  favourites,  such  as 
the  Green  Peacock,  ZiUu,  Heather  Moth,  Blue 
Charm  dressed  on  strong  gut,  for  one  does  not  know 
when  one  may  hook  a  four-pounder  and  have 
twenty  minutes'  strong  fight  with  it  before  being 
able  to  get  it  into  the  net — so  fresh  and  game  are 
these  purely  sea-fed  favourites. 

There  is  a  peculiar  form  of  sport  in  these  parts 
practised  off  the  rocks  as  well  as  from  boats  of 
dropping  a  worm  on  a  Stewart  tackle  of  large  size 
without  any  sinker  into  a  strong  current  running 
in  or  out  of  a  voe  or  past  a  point,  and  allowing  it 
to  almost  float  on  the  surface,  and  even  floating  it 
to  prevent  it  sinking  by  an  inch  of  cork  or  quill 
float,  M'hea  the  fish  are  off'  the  fly,  and  by  which 
the  heaviest  of  the  fish  are  most  frequently  obtained. 
This  is  al=o  practised  in  other  parts  of  the  country, 
such  as  the  Ugie,  where  we  have  enjoyed  it  fre- 
quently, and  on  tbe  Yth-tn  where  the  natives  fish 
in  110  other  way,  b  i:  in  tLe  S.ielland-!  the  floating 
worm  is  ssen  in  all  its  perle.tiou,  luil  is  p.MjtlieJ 
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in  the  open  sea.  Other  lures  are  also  highly  suc- 
cessful, such  as  the  sand-eel. 

Space  will  not  permit  of  mentioning  all  the  spots 
on  the  Mainland  where  good  autumn  quarters  may 
be  got,  and  where  sport  will  now  be  more  or  less 
rife  as  the  season  goes  on,  according  to  the  favour- 
able conditions  or  otherwise  of  the  weather  and 
water.  Much  depends  on  a  good  rattling  spate. 
There  has  been  some  very  heavy  rain,  but  the  big 
ri\'ers  have  not  been  moved,  their  extensive  water- 
sheds taking  in  all  the  moisture  to  spare,  and  little 
or  nothing  finding  its  way  to  the  ever-lessening 
channels  of  the  main  streams.  Yet  the  change 
from  the  long  spell  of  July  drought,  such  as  it  is, 
has  been  faiiiy  beneficial  on  the  smaller  rivers  and 
streams,  and  from  our  angling  reports  will  be  seen 
that  fairly  good  sport  is  being  got  on  such  excellent 
sea-trout  reaches  as  the  Findhorn  and  Ugie, 
chiefly,  however,  to  finnock  and  grilse — the  heavier 
sea-trout  and  salmon  being  conspicuous  by  their 
absence. 

The  grUse  season  on  the  Earn,  Tay,  Dee,  and 
Spey  has  been  a  failure  as  far  as  angling  is  con- 
cerned, and  very  little  better  on  either  coast  or 
river  net  stations.  There  is  not  much  chance  now 
of  the  remainder  of  the  season  redeeming  the  past, 
as  it  closes  down  on  the  26th — some  short  weeks 
hence. 

The  prospects  of  the  autumn  depends  much  on 
the  August  floods.  If  they  are  denied  then  the 
season  will  be  a  late  one,  but  if  they  come  away 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  then  there  is  hope 
of  a  brisk  back-end  on  most  salmon  reaches  at 
least,  and  of  good  sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing  on 
the  smaller  streams  and  burns  around  the  coast. 

G.  M. 


A  DAY  IN  JUNE  ON  A 
HIGHLAND  LOCH. 


With  the  river  very  low,  the  water  clear  as  gin, 
a  bripht  blue  sky  overhead,  and  the  fish  "  awfu' 
steet,"  what  wonder  that  we  decided  to  lay  aside 
om-  salmon  rods  for  a  while  and  devote  a  day  to  an 
expedition  to  a  loch  in  the  hills,  thirteen  miles 
distant  from  the  shooting  lodge  at  which  I  was 
staying. 

This  loch  is  only  a  small  one — you  can  walk 
round  it  in  a  little  more  than  half-an-hour,  not- 
withstanding the  roughness  of  the  ground — and  it  is 
full  of  trout,  which  average  about  three  or  four  to 
the  pound.  Being  situate  in  one  of  the  wildest 
parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  is  very  rarely  fished  ;  in 
fact,  for  the  greater  pa#t  of  the  year  the  grouse  and 
deer  are  left  in  undisturbed  possession  of  the  place. 
"With  an  early  start  we  had  driven  three  miles  on 
our  way,  and  put  up  the  old  pony  in  the  empty 
stable  of  an  empty  shooting  lodge  before  the  clock 
showed  half-past  eight.  By  half-past  eleven  we 
had  reached  the  loch.  We  might,  I  confess,  have 
covered  those  ten  miles  over  the  hills  in  less  than 
three  hours  and  a  biltock  had  I  not  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  lead  the  way,  for  if  you  once  give  a 
long-legged  Scotch  keeper  his  head  on  his  native 
hills,  there  is  no  holding  him.  He  will  come  in 
alone,  and  the  rest  will  be  nowhere.  Well,  we  just 
had  a  wee  drappie  and  then  set  to  work.  There 
was  a  good  breeze  blowing,  which  in  the  afternoon 
fi'eshened  into  half  a  gale.  The  loch  lies  in  a 
hollow  of  the  hills,  which  slope  down  gradually 
towards  it  from  all  sides  except  the  south,  where 
the  mountain  side  rises  almost  precipitous  from  the 
water's  edge.  This  is  considered  to  be  the  best 
end  of  the  loch,  and  it  certainly  proved  to  be  on 
the  day  of  our  visit.  I  commenced  to  fish  with  a 
Zulu,  an  Orange  and  Tpal,  and  a  Red  Body  and 
J.Iallard  Wing.  The  Zulu  took  fairly  well,  the 
Orange  and  Teal  was  not  such  a  success,  but  the 
fly  was  the  Red  Body  and  Mallard  Wing.  By 
one  o'clock  my  basket  contained  seventeen  trout 
and  the  keeper's  ten.  The  fish  were  all  in  first- 
class  condition  and  very  game.  Had  we  succeeded 
in  hooking  all  the  fish  which  we  rose  we  should 
have  had  double  the  number,  but  it  is  not  easy  to 
keep  perfect  control  over  a  light  cast  when  a  stiff 
breeze  is  blowing. 

After  a  spell  of  half-an-hour  for  lunch  the  keeper 
started  to  fish  the  loch  round  one  way  and  I  the 
other.  It  was  not,  however,  until  I  reached  the 
deep  end  of  tlie  loch  under  the  shadow  of  the  moun- 
tain side  that  I  met  with  much  success.  The  wind 
was  now  blowing  in  great  gusts  up  the  lake,  and  it 
was  very  difficult  to  get  out  any  length  of  line ; 
luckily  I  foimd  the  fish  lying  close  into  the  shore. 


For  the  most  part  it  Avas  a  dull  day,  but  occasionally 
a  gleam  of  sunshine  glinted  across  the  wind  swept 
waters  of  the  lake  and  passed  away  quickly  up  the 
hillside ;  but  the  sunshine  made  no  difference  to 
the  fish,  the  weight  of  my  basket  told  me  this. 
Occasionally  there  was  a  lull  in  the  sport,  but 
never  for  long,  and  by  five  o'clock,  when  I  once 
more  returned  to  the  spot  on  the  hillside  where  we 
had  lunched,  my  basket  was  full  to  the  top.  The 
keeper  had  had  equally  good  sport ;  in  fact,  since 
lunch  time,  we  had  caught  almost  fish  for  fish,  his 
basket  containing,  as  a  result  of  the  afternoon's 
sport,  twenty-eight  trout,  and  mine  thirty-one. 
This  brought  the  total  for  the  day  to  eighty-six — 
quite  enough  to  have  to  carry  on  one's  back  for  ten 
miles  over  the  hills.  But  the  weight  did  not  seem 
to  make  much  difference  to  Henderson  ;  up  hill 
and  down  hill  were  all  the  same  to  him  when  he 
had  got  his  nose  turned  towards  home.  We 
covered  nine  out  of  the  ten  miles  of  the  homeward 
journey  in  less  than  two  hours.  My  conscience, 
how  glad  I  was  when  we  stopped  half-way  for  a 
few  minutes  on  the  top  of  the  highest  ridge,  just  to 
look  back  and  to  see  if  we  could  not  get  a  last 
glimpse  of  the  Lewes,  which  was  quickly  being 
hidden  from  sight  by  the  mist  and  clouds  coming 
up  from  the  south-west.  One  or  two  other  attempts 
to  check  his  speed  by  drawing  his  attention  to  deer 
feeding  on  the  hills  met  with  no  success,  so  when 
we  got  down  into  the  last  glen  I  got  my  head  in 
front  and  just  raced  back.  And  I  live  to  tell  the 
tale.  But  for  all  that  it  was  not  a  bad  day's  work. 
We  had  driven  six  miles,  walked  twenty  miles 
over  the  hUls,  and  fished  for  five  homrs ;  and  the 
result,  eightv-six  trout  weighing  nearly  251b.,  and 
a  thirst  1      "  A.  H. 


THE  WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND 
EIVEKS. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Thomas,  Hon.  Asst.  Sec.  of  the  West- 
meath  Lakes  Preservation  Society,  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  does 
not  get  more  support  in  his  hard  fight  to  preserve 
the  Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers.  In  giving  some 
extracts  from  his  sixteenth  annual  report  we 
congratulate  him  on  his  sensible  condemnation  of 
the  idea  that  the  district  wants  a  fish  hatchery. 
As  he  points  out  it  is  a  great  natural  fish  hatchery, 
and  all  it  wants  is  protection  from  the  terrific 
poaching  which  goes  on,  and  in  spite  of  which  we 
are  glad  to  say  there  was  a  revival  of  sport  last 
May  Fly  season. — Ed. 

Extracts  from  the  Report. 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, — Angling  was 
of  such  an  unsatfsfactory  nature  during  recent 
years,  and  as  the  present  season  looked  rather 
encouraging,  I  purposely  delayed  my  report  in  the 
confident  expectation  of  being  able  to  congratulate  the 
society  on  a  marked  improvement,  principally  with 
reference  to  the  dapping  or  May  Fly  fishing,  and  to  a 
certain  extent  I  have  been  justified  in  so  doing,  not 
alone  the  more  especially  with  regard  to  Lough 
Derravarragh  but  also  in  relation  to  the  other  two 
lakes.  In  fact  there  was  such  a  revival  of  sport, 
particularly  on  the  south-eastern  shore  of  Ennell, 
that  the  anglers  staying  at  Oarrick  House  observed  it 
was  like  old  times  again. 

The  balance  to  credit  last  time  was  £18  2s.  3d.,  and 
were  it  not  for  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Jackson,  who 
undertook  to  pay  a  man  at  her  own  expense  to  protect 
Lough  Ennell,  matters  would  have  been  very  much 
worse.  The  simple  question  now  arises — Do  you 
intend  to  keep  up  the  fishing  industry  on  the  West- 
meath Lakes  ?  You  should  not  be  discouraged  by  a 
few  bad  seasons.  Perhaps  the  breeze  won't  blow 
always  from  the  east  when  the  dapping  season  opens, 
and  in  years  to  come  we  may  not  have  frosty  nights  in 
May  and  June,  and  possibly  even  the  poachers  may 
take  a  thought  and  mend  and  give  up  their  nefarious 
practices  for  the  good  and  enjoyment  of  the  community, 
and  while  on  this  subject  I  may  mention  that  I  have 
always  found  great  difficulty  in  securing  water  bailifEs 
capable  or  willing  of  keeping  in  check  the  cunning  and 
unscrupulous  poachers  who  have  contributed  so  largely 
to  ruin  Lough  Ennell  and  the  river  Brosna,  but  perhaps 
I  may  have  the  right  man  now,  and  with  your  continued 
support  I  do  not  despair  of  bringing  some  of  these 
fellows  to  bay  in  the  near  future. 

The  balance  in  hand  to-day  amounts  to  only  £11 
12s.  6d.,  and  I  may  here  state,  as  plainly  as  I  can, 
that  the  work  of  preservation  cannot  be  carried  on  by 
mere  advice,  or  by  telling  me  I  ought  to  do  something 
to  stop  poaching  and  so  on.  It  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  funds,  and  then  further  by  supplying  these 
funds  in  good  time,  as  water  bailiffs,  much  like  other 
people,  like  to  be  paid  punctually.    A  very  important 


matter  occurs  to  me  at  this  point,  which  is  that  wo 
certainly  do  our  best  to  protect  the  trout  aud  salmon 
in  the  close  time,  but  wo  hardly  ever  find  ourselves  in 
a  sufficient  position  to  prevent  their  illegal  capture 
during  the  open  season,  and  not  alone  are  the  lakes 
and  rivers  ottered  and  netted  but  gangs  of  fellows  also 
go  along  the  most  important  of  the  spawning  streams, 
especially  at  this  time  of  year  when  the  water  is  low, 
with  nets  and  bags  and  all  kinds  of  illegal  appliances, 
clearing  out  every  fish  wholesale ;  and  in  the  face  of 
all  this  you  will  find  x>eople  to  tell  you  that  the 
preservation  of  the  lakes  is  responsible  for  the 
decadence  of  sport.  Does  it  not  appear  to  be  the  other 
way  about,  or  at  least  the  fault  of  poaching  and  bad 
weather  combined  ? 

During  the  past  close  season  I  have  had  fifteen 
water  bailifl's  employed,  but  with  reduced  wages.  I 
inspected  the  greater  number  of  the  spawning  streams 
whenever  I  could,  and  found — notwithstanding  what  has 
been  said  to  the  contrary — that  there  was  no  diminution 
whatever  in  the  numbers  of  trout  ascending  the  rivers. 
There  were  also  far  more  salmon  in  the  Horseleap 
River  and  in  the  several  tributaries  of  the  Inny  than 
I  have  seen  in  previous  years.  I  watched  some  of  the 
best  spawning  beds,  and  I  found  the  fry  subsequently 
hatched  out  in  thousands.  I  undertake  to  bring  any 
member  of  the  society  to  one  of  these  places,  and  will 
point  out  the  fry.  They  are  simply  in  millions  in 
these  streams,  but,  of  course,  have  countless  enemies 
and  dangers  to  meet  before  finally  taking  up  their 
permanent  abode  in  the  lakes.  There  are  very  many 
reasons  assigned  for  the  falling  off  in  angling  sport  in 
recent  years,  and  amongst  others,  with  which  I  agree, 
is  the  enormous  increase  during  the  past  ten  years  or 
so  of  the  merganser,  commonly,  but  erroneously,  called 
shellduck.  These  birds  have  become  very  numerous, 
and,  as  I  believe,  feed  almost  exclusively  on  fish,  must 
destroy  a  great  quantity,  especially  of  the  fry  of  all 
sorts.  I  would  appeal  to  gunners  so  thin  their  numbers 
at  the  proper  time.  Cormorants  are  also  largely  in 
evidence  year  after  year,  and  hardly  anything  could 
be  more  destructive.  I  used  to  account  for  an  average 
of  ten  of  these  birds  per  annum,  but  cannot  find  time 
now.  Another  addition  to  the  lakes,  particularly  to 
Lough  Owel,  is  the  circumstance  of  divers  of  two  sorts 
which  have  lately  remained  behind  after  the  usual 
migration,  and  I  have  been  informed  that  trout  ova 
has  been  found  in  their  crops. 

There  is  yet  another  matter  which  is  causing  some 
alarm  among  anglers,  namely,  the  enormous  increase 
of  the  black-headed  gull.  These  birds  swarm  down  on 
the  lakes  during  the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake,  and, 
what  with  constantly  hovering  over  the  water  and 
devouring  the  very  best  of  the  crop  of  flies,  it  is 
strongly  feared  that  they  are  working  serious  injury  to 
the  fishing. 

A  movement  was  set  on  foot  and  some-subscriptions 
handed  in  to  assist  in  reducing  their  numbers.  These 
birds  were  considerably  scared  during  the  dapping 
time,  but  it  would  take  an  army  of  gunners  to  produce 
any  appreciable  effect,  as  the  black-headed  gull  covers 
the  whole  face  of  nature  here,  both  land  and  water. 
It  would  be  well  if  they  could  be  substituted  for  blue 
rocks  in  shooting  competitions. 

A  movement  was  set  on  foot  some  short  time  ago,  or 
at  least  suggested,  to  establish  a  fish  hatchery  in 
connection  with  the  Westmeath  Lakes,  but  it  was 
found  to  be  too  cumbrous  and  expensive  an  under- 
taking. Hatcheries  are,  no  doubt,  excellent  in  their 
way  and  especially  when  efficiently  worked,  but  as  a 
close  observer  of  nature  and  fish,  so  long  as  I  have 
been  able  to  understand  anything  about  the  question, 
I  cannot  believe  there  is  any  very  particular  necessity 
for  artificial  propagation  in  connection  with  the  West- 
meath Lakes,  because  the  entire  area  of  the  county  is 
one  vast  fish  hatchery,  and  only  requires  protection 
to  enable  the  salmon  and  trout  to  safely  deposit  their 
ova  in  the  lakes  and  rivers  and  tributaries,  and  for 
the  fry  to  mature  until  their  periodic  descent  to  the 
sea  and  lakes.  This,  in  my  opinion,  is  really  the  key 
note  of  the  whole  business.  There  is  still,  thank 
goodness,  a  very  fair  supply  of  both  fish  and  fry  in 
spite  of  the  poaching  gangs. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  write  up  this  report  in  a 
great  hurry.  I  confess  it  is  not  to  my  liking,  but  at 
the  same  time  I  hope  it  will  infuse  some  new  life  and 
vigour  into  the  society,  and  as  I  intend  to  fight  the 
fish  poachers  until  at  least  full  twenty  years  of  its 
existence  is  reached,  I  sincerely  appeal  to  all  who 
may  hear  or  read  my  observations  on  the  question 
that  they  will  continue  to  strengthen  my  hands  and 
give  me  a  fair  chance  of  ultimately  obtaining  success. 
— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Thomas,  Hon.  Asst.  Sec. 


LYRA  PISCATORIA ;  Original  Lyrics  on  fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  tfuide 
to  Di7-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PieJd  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetect  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  ■  "  AH  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author  addressed  UJ  ST,  King  Street,  Covent  Gaiden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 
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FISHING  FOE  BLACK  BASS. 


Our  picture  is  a  copy  of  one  which  appears  in 
Forest  and  Stream ;  it  shows  an  American  angler 
spinning  for  black  bass  with  a  spoon  bait,  which  he 
is  casting  so  that  it  falls  just  clear  of  the  lily-pads 
where  the  bass  lie  in  wait  for  any  passing  bait. 


BAIT-CASTING  FOE  BLACK  BASS. 


Bait-casting  is  a  method  of  scientific  angling 
akin  to  fly-casting,  for  the  expert  angler  must 
possess  accuracy  in  the  delivery  of  his  lui-e — 
whether  it  be  natural  or  artificial — and  use  delicacy 
in  placing  the  bait  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
While  this  latter  requisite  is  essential  to  the  success 
of  the  bait-caster,  the  angler  may  waive  the  former 
to  some  extent,  for  he  will  not  find  it  necessary 
always  to  reach  some  especial  patch  of  lily-pads,  or 
a  pai-ticular  pocket  in  the  rushes  in  which  the  bass 
like  to  sojourn ;  but  the  man  who  fails  to  thumb 
his  reel  properly  and  check  the  bait  at  the  right 
time — that  is,  who  "  plunks  "  or  slams  his  lure 
upon  the  surface  of  the  water — will  find  his  efforts 


line),  and  all  its  gearings  must  be  made  from  durable 
materials,  for  the  action  of  a  quadruple  casting  reel 
is  rapid  and  the  wear  incessant.  The  best  is  always 
the  cheapest  in  the  end,  if  one  can  afford  luxuries, 
and  a  Kentucky  reel,  with  jewelled  bearings  like 
unto  those  of  a  watch,  will  last  the  angler  a  lifetime 
if  care  be  taken  of  its  running  parts.  However, 
much  cheaper  reels  can  be  had,  with  hardened  steel 
bearings,  which  will  wear  for  some  years  if  the 
angler  will  give  them  proper  attention. 

The  lure  used  may  be  the  minnow,  the  frog,  or 
the  spoon,  with  a  pork  rind  attachment.  In  all 
weedy  lakes  weedless  hooks  are  deskable,  the  style 
of  the  hooks  being  such  as  the  user's  experience 
will  teach  are  most  effective.  Some  bait-casters 
recently  have  written  advocating  the  hooking  of  a 
minnow  or  frog  through  both  lips,  as  the  bait  will 
remain  alive  longer  in  that  way.  But  in  bait-casting 
that  method  can  be  bettered  for  obvious  reasons, 
although  it  works  well  in  still-fishing.  A  frog  or 
minnow  cast  repeatedly  and  swiftly  through  the 
air,  dropped  into  the  water,  and  reeled  in  cannot 
retain  life  long,  although  its  motion  when  reeled 
through  the  water  gives  a  lifelike  appearance.  Also, 
a  caster  would  inevitably  lose  his  bait  by  its  tearing 


LLANYMYNECH. 

If  anyone  was  asked  haphazard  to  define  the 
exact  situation  of  Llanymynech  it  is  very  improb- 
able that  the  question  could  bo  satisfactorily 
answered.  Not  that  IJanymynech  in  the  abstract 
is  not  well  and  widely  known,  but  in  consequence 
of  its  unique  geographical  position,  and  standing  as 
it  does  on  the  Welsli  borderland  and  spread  over 
two  counties— some  people  even  claim  throe  for 
its  location— this  English  village,  with  the  Welsh 
cognomen,  is  somewhat  of  a  paradox. 

Years  ago  Llanymynech  was  looked  upon  as  a 
great  railway  centre — in  futwro.  Marvellous  things 
in  that  line  were  to  be  achieved,  and  the  dreamy 
Salopian  village  was  suddenly  to  be  converted  into 
a  sort  of  local  Clapham  .Junction.  Big-wigs  from 
London  visited  the  place,  civil  engineers  and 
surveyors  sized  up  the  whole  district,  navvies 
appeared  on  the  scene  and  upheaved  its  limestone 
formation,  delved  in  its  glacial  drift,  built  real 
stations,  laid  down  a  real  permanent  way,  and 
gradually  evolved  from  chaos  what  is  now  known 
as  the  "  Old  Pot  Line."  One  end  of  this  mystic 
line  is  supposed  to  have  some  business  connection 


The  Home  of  the  Bass. 


poorly  rewarded  when  he  compares  the  results  with 
those  attamed  by  the  expert  bait-caster. 

The  bait-casting  rod  should  be  short,  not  to 
exceed  five  and  a  half  or  six  feet  in  length,  and 
made  (preferably)  of  some  tough,  resilient  wood ; 
many  good  casters  prefer  a  steel  rod.  It  should 
taper  acciurately  from  the  winding  check  above  the 
reel  seat  to  the  tip,  and  should  be  stiff  rather  than 
limber.  Some  writers  advocate  a  "  whippy  "  rod 
with  a  limber  tip,  but  there  is  little  doubt  a  majority 
of  expert  bait -casters  will  favour  the  stiffer  rod  ;  the 
casts  can  be  made  without  any  "  flipback  "  of  the 
tip  to  check  the  outgoing  line,  and  the  hook  can  be 
sent  home  more  easily  in  the  tough  mouth  of  a  big 
bass  or  heavy  pickerel,  such  as  one  sometimes  will 
find  in  weedy  lakes  when  casting.  The  guides  and 
tip  moimting  should  be  agate-lLned,  for  the  smooth 
surface  of  the  agate  gives  the  minimum  of  fi-iction 
and  less  wear  on  the  line  than  any  other  material 
of  which  guides  and  tips  are  made.  This  is  an 
important  feature,  as  the  caster  will  learn  when  he 
becomes  an  expert  and  finds  himself  making 
hundreds  of  casts  in  a  day's  fishing  ;  for,  if  the 
angler's  line  shoidd  become  slightly  frayed,  and  he 
should  fail  to  note  the  fact,  probably  he  will  not 
land  his  next  big  fish. 

The  reel  should  be  free-nmnLng  (spooling  not  less 
than  sixty  yards  of  closely-plaiteJ,  fine,  strong  silken 


loose  should  a  slight  overlap  of  the  line  take  place 
— and  the  most  expert  bait-caster  will  become  care- 
less and  permit  his  reel  to  oveiTun  semi-occasionally. 
Besides,  a  bass  never  swallows  his  prey  tail  first. 
No  matter  what  the  shape  in  which  the  frog  or  j 
minnow  may  be  seized  when  struck,  it  will  be 
turned  with  its  head  toward  the  gullet  of  the  fish 
before  any  attempt  to  engulf  it  is  made.  If  the 
bait  is  placed  on  a  tandem  gang  of  two  weedless  j 
hooks,  securely  wired  together,  and  presented  to 
the  fish  head  first,  its  position  in  the  mouth  will  be 
more  in  accord  with  the  custom  of  the  fish,  and 
the  angler  can  be  surer  of  hooking  his  bass.  Many 
expert  casters  prefer  the  use  of  a  No.  2^  Skinner 
spoon,  with  a  strip  of  pork  rind  (trimmed  to  resemble 
somewhat  a  minnow)  trailing  from  the  hooks.  The 
Delavan  spoon  has  now  many  advocates — casters 
who  have  had  excellent  success  attend  its  use. 
To  the  no-vice  who  would  learn  to  become  a  bait- 
i  caster,  the  appended  hints  may  be  of  interest :  In 
I  selecting  your  bait-casting  outfit,  secure  the  advice 
of  some  friend  who  is  an  expert,  and  then  inveigle 
him  into  the  job  of  taking  you  out  and  teaching  you 
how  to  use  the  rod,  thumb  the  reel,  and  retrieve  the 
line.  From  such  a  friend  one  can  learn  more  in  a 
;  single  day  about  practical  bait-casting  than  he  could 
by  reading  all  the  articles  ever  written  regarding 
this  fascinating  sport. — American  Field. 


with  the  Staffordshire  Potteries,  the  other  end  (the 
nethermost  one)  finishes  up  heaven  only  knows 
where,  but  apparently  loses  itself  at  the  vanisliing 
point  somewhere  "  ober  de  mountains."  The 
railway  mania  did  not  last  long.  The  coveted 
traffic  never  came,  and  the  anticipated  dividend 
did  not  pan  out  in  accordance  with  the  golden 
hopes  held  out  in  the  prospectus,  and  the  "  Old 
Pot  Line"  is  now  one  long  drawn  out  picture  of 
desolation  and  decay.  Its  stations  arc  still  in 
evidence  as  picturesque  ruins,  its  sleepers  have 
rotted,  and  its  metals  have  been  rusted  and  worn 
away  by  the  elements  and  the  ravages  of  time. 
But  Llanymynech  still  sur\ives,  happilj'  the  same 
peaceful,  old  time  village  it  was  ere  this  trouble 
and  turmoil  began. 

As  I  have  before  remarked  Llanymj-nech  is  pretty 
widely  known,  more  especially  amongst  the  angling 
fraternity,  and  jjarticularly  to  Northerners  and 
those  hailing  from  the  Midlands.  For  many  years 
past  it  has  been  the  usual  custom  for  a  certain 
little  coterie  of  friends  (principally  from  Manchester 
and  Liverpool)  to  meet  each  Easter  and  Whitsuntide 
(and  of  recent  years  also  at  Christmastide),  and 
have  a  real  good  time  together.  For  if  one  visits 
Llanymynech  in  the  springtime,  when  the  whole 
countryside  is  carpeted  witli  primroses  and  when 
bud  and  blossom  fill  tlie  bough,  or  during  the 


04 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  10,  190] 


halcj-on  days  of  summer  when  the  floral  pageant  is 
even  more  'striking,  or  when  the  crimson  crown  of 
autimm  bedecks  the  coppices  and  woodlands  and 
transforms  the  whole  of  the  Severn  Valley  into  one 
gorgeous  blaze  of  colour,  this  lovely  district  is 
always  enjoyable.  Even  the  winter  season  is  not 
without  its  attractions,  for  I  know  of  no  greater 
pleasure  than  to  have  a  day  on  the  Vj-rnwy  amongst 
the  pike  in  the  clear  frosty  atmosphere  of  a 
December  day.  In  fact  the  personal  impression 
is  that  the  back  end  of  the  year — say  from  October 
to  December — is  the  best  time  for  the  sportsman 
and  fisherman  to  visit  Llanymynech. 

In  days  gone  by  the  trout  fishing  on  the  Vymwy 
used  to  be  very  good  and  it  was  no  very  dilBcult 
feat  to  take  a  cast  of  flies  up  the  river  and  return 
home  with  a  well-filled  creel.  During  recent  years, 
however,  this  state  of  affairs,  so  far  as  the  Vymwy 
is  concerned,  has  altogether  changed  and  the  supply 
of  trout,  from  some  unexplained  cause,  appears 
to  grow  delightfully  small  and  beautifully  less  each 
succeeding  season.  Some  anglers  who  have 
endeavoured  to  investigate  the  affair  attribute  the 
trouble  to  the  great  dam  (no  pun  intended)  thrown 
across  the  river  by  the  Corporation  of  Liverpool. 
Whether  this  bit  of  masonry  has  anything  to  do 
with  the  matter  is  open  to  question,  but  whatever 
may  be  the  reason  for  this  gi-owing  scarcity  of  fish 
there  is  no  getting  away  from  the  concrete  fact 
that  the  VyrnAvy  is  by  no  means  the  river  it  was 
for  the  trout  fisher.  This  is  all  the  more  singular 
when  we  remember  that  the  Tanat  and  other 
smaller  tributaries  of  the  main  river  still  retain 
their  characters  as  trouting  waters  and  are,  in 
consequence,  generally  patronised  by  those  "  in  the 
know  "  in  preference  to  the  VjTnwy  itself.  But  if 
the  Vyrnwy  has  lost  caste  as  a  trout  river  it  is 
certainly  improving  as  a  gi-ayling  stream,  and  from 
careful  observations  taken  during  the  last  five  years 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  rapidly 
developing  into  one  of  the  finest  grayling  rivers  in 
England — or  Wales  as  the  case  may  be.  In  ex- 
pressing such  an  opinion  it  maybe  added  that  I  am 
tolerably  familiar  with  the  chalk  streams  of  the 
Southron,  have  fished  the  limestone  rivers  of 
Derbyshire,  and  most  of  the  Yorkshire  grayling 
waters,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  that  the 
long  fords  and  deep  pools  of  the  Vymwy  will  bear 
favoiu-able  comparison  with  anything  that  has  come 
under  my  notice  as  regards  the  habitat  of  the 
grayling.  At  any  rate,  I  can  strongly  recommend 
any  angler  with  a  leaning  towards  these  bonnie 
sporting  fish  to  give  the  Vymwy  a  trial.  Let  him 
rim  down  to  Llanymynech — he  will  find  a  "  home 
from  home "  at  "the  Lion  Hotel  there — say  in 
"  brown  October."  Let  him  mount  a  cast  of  flies 
(Max  Walbran's  for  choice)  composed  of  the  Eed 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  the  little  Eed  Ant  (the 
latter  fly  is  perhaps  the  more  deadly  of  the  trio) 
and  supposing  the  river  to  be  in  anything  like 
fishing  order  good  sport  is  assured.  Much  more 
might  be  written,  and  reference  might  be  made  to 
the  coarse  fishing  in  the  Vymwy.  Much  might 
also  be  told  of  the  big  bags  of  pike  that  have 
been  captured,  but  that,  as  the  great  Rudyard  would 
say,  "  is  another  story  "  and  must  be  held  over  for 
the  present.  In  the  meantime  should  these  few 
crude  remarks  meet  the  eye  of  any  brother  of  the 
angle  who  has  not  yet  visited  the  rural  village 
"  huilded  on  the  edge  of  Salop  "  and  pushed  over 
the  border  into  Montgomeryshire,  let  him  ponder 
over  the  hints  I  have  given,  which  if  acted  upon 
will  surely  never  be  regretted.  Rosicrucian. 


ANGLING  AND  BIKDNESTING. 


Stewart  in  his  "  Practical  Angler  "  observes  that 
some  people  recommend  spiritual  reading  when 
the  fish  are  off  the  feed,  but  for  his  part  he  pre- 
ferred something  spirituous  coupled  with  a  sandwich. 
The  advice  is  good,  but  you  can't  always  be  eating 
and  drinking  whiskey,  and  by  accident  I  have  hit 
upon  a  pursuit  which  fills  in  the  hiatuses  of  angling 
satisfactorily  in  the  spring  months  up  to  the  end  of 
June. 

It  happened  thus :  Last  year,  during  an  anghng 
holiday  in  a  northern  valley  through  which  a 
beautiful  river  flows,  I  gave  a  youngster,  in  whom 
I  was  interested,  a  good  start  as  an  egg  collector,  a 
favourite  pursuit  of  my  youth.  But  I  did  more, 
for  I  was  myself  seized  with  the  craze  and  overcome 
with  the  fascination  of  the  beauty  of  birds'  eggs. 
In  a  word,  I  became  a  collector  myself.  .And  thus 
I  discovered  that  angling  and  birdncsting  go  very 


well  together.  In  summer  fishing  trout  are  usually 
very  quiet  from  about  2  to  half -past  4  p.m.  I  utilised 
this  space  for  my  second  favourite  pursuit,  for  I 
put  angling  first.  There  was  another  thing.  Every 
trout-fisher  is  prepared  for  some  new  freak  on  the 
part  of  the  fish,  and  I  very  soon  found  that  the 
trout  I  was  in  pursuit  of  would  not  take ief ore  9.15 
a.m.  No  doubt  their  first  feed  was  over  before  I 
reached  the  river,  which  was  for  two  or  three  morn- 
ings at  7  a.m.  I  therefore  birdnested  until  the  fish 
were  in  the  humour.  The  river  was  low  and  clear 
and  I  fished  the  creeper,  getting  many  nice  baskets 
of  trout  close  up  to — for  some  reason  they  usually 
just  came  short  of — a  pound.  Another  little  freak 
of  the  fish  which  I  discovered  was  that  they  were 
not  in  the  strong  creeper  water,  but  scattered  on 
the  thin  shallows  between  one  pool  and  the  strong 
concentrated  stream  leading  to  the  next  pool. 

One  day,  on  such  shallows,  fish  after  fish,  strong, 
resolute  trout,  compelled  me  to  take  them  down 
through  rough  wading  to  the  deep  pool  below — 
which  must  be  a  grand  salmon  pool  in  autumn — 
before  I  could  land  them.  Rather  tired  by  this 
exercise,  for  the  day  was  excessively  hot,  I  rested 
my  rod  against  a  sloe-bush  on  the  bank  while  I  lit 
my  pipe.  The  motion  given  to  the  bush  disturbed 
a  small  elegant  bird  which  fluttered  about  on  the 
branches  of  the  bushes  and  chattered  at  me  inces- 
santly. A  search  on  the  ground  around  the  bush 
failed  to  reveal  the  nest,  but  at  length  I  found  it 
artfully  concealed  in  the  very  top  of  the  sloe-bush. 
Trying  an  egg,  which  blew  all  right,  I  comman- 
deered two — very  pretty  eggs,  which  I  afterwards 
identified  as  those  of  the  lesser  whitethroat — leaving 
the  bird  three.  Perhaps  it  was  a  judgment  on  me 
that  at  the  head  of  the  next  pool  I  got  hold  of  a 
strong,  resolute,  fighting  brute  of  a  trout  of  quite 
2.^1b.,  which,  with  a  dash  down  the  water  when 
my  movements  were  hampered  by  the  rough 
wading,  broke  my  fine  tackle  and  got  away.  Ah, 
me  1  I  sometimes  think  that  angling  entails  mor- 
tifications which  outweigh  the  triumphs.  Dickens 
somewhere  says  that  convicted  murderers  are  not 
troubled  by  remorse,  but  incessantly  ponder  how 
they  might  have  done  it  differently.  Remorse  and 
self-reproach  of  the  deepest  die  await  the  angler 
who  loses  a  fish  and  suspects  he  bungled  it.  I 
declare  that  I  could  not  forget  that  trout  for  two 
months. 

After  all,  nothing  like  having  two  strings  to  your 
bow.  When  I  had  the  big  fish  on,  I  glanced 
upwards  to  see  that  my  rod  did  not  become 
entangled  in  the  boughs  of  an  overhanging  fir,  and 
noticed  something.  And  after  I  had  had  a  long, 
long  smoke  to  drive  away  disappointment,  I  waded 
in  again  to  see  what  the  little  hauunock-like 
structure  under  the  end  of  the  fir-branch  was.  As 
I  hoped,  on  pulling  it  down  with  the  hook  of  my 
landing-net,  it  was  a  gold-crest's  nest  with  a  lot  of 
eggs  in — probably  eight  or  nine.  Trying  one, 
which  was  perfectly  fresh,  I  confiscated  three,  and 
felt  somewhat  easier  about  -the  loss  of  the  big 
trout. 

In  egg  collecting  it  is  hopeless  to  expect  to  carry 
them  whole  without  breaking  in  the  jolting  of 
fishing  or  cycling.  The  best  plan  is  to  try  one — if 
hard  sat,  leave  the  rest;  if  they  can  be  blown, 
the  shells  being  as  light  as  a  feather,  they  carry 
safely  in  a  tin  box  packed  in  cotton-wool. 

Three  days  after  I  lost  the  trout— for  some  time 
I  dated  events  from  that  disaster,  as  farmers  date 
from  the  day  when  the  blue-grey  cow  calved  or  the 
bay  filly  broke  its  leg— strolling  down  the  river  in 
the  evening  to  see  the  natives  fly  fishing  and 
scrutinise  the  streams  likely  to  yield  me  sport,  I 
stepped  upon  an  overhanging  bank  from  under 
which  a  water-hen  flew.  That  was  enough  to 
decide  me  to  fiSh  that  stream  next  morning.  I 
was  at  the  water  betimes— about  7.30— and  to  put 
on  time  till  the  trout  began  searched  for  and  was 
successful  in  finding,  in  the  willows  overhanging 
the  river,  a  redpoll's  nest  which  yielded  two  eggs. 
The  willow  served  me  even  better  later.  When  I 
came  to  put  up  my  rod  and  run  the  line  through 
the  rings,  the  top  brass  loop,  through  corrosion, 
broke  cfean  off.  A  minute  or  two  of  blank  despair 
followed,  and  then  it  occurred  to  me  to  make  a 
loop  of  the  supple  thin  branch  of  a  willow.  I 
made  a  small  triangle  of  willow,  tied  it  on  with 
silk,  and  so  well  did  it  serve  me— for  the  fish  were 
well  on  the  feed  that  morning— that  I  caught  91b. 
of  trout  with  my  improvised  rod  top,  and  also 
secured  a  fresh  water-hen's  egg. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  relate  all  my  angling  and 
birdnesting  expeditions,  but  T  may  say  that,  m 


addition  to  making  many  ^■ery  respectable  baskets 
of  trout,  I  obtained  eggs  of  the  curlew  (a  noble  egg), 
snipe  or  golden  plover,  I  don't  know  which  yet, 
willow-wren  (delicious  little  gems),  lesser  white- 
throat,  gi-eenfinch,  linnet,  bullfinch,  sandmartin, 
sandpiper,  peewit,  titlark,  and  cuckoo,  and  others 
which  slip  my  memory  just  now.  Grkta. 


"NOW  ENGLAND'S  (U.ORY  RESTS  WITH 
YOU,"  OR  THE  SAILOR'S  FAREWELL. 

The  following  chamiing  verses  were  written  by 
Captain  Thompson  and  p\iblished  in  the  "  London 
Magazine,"  September,  1775  : — 

I. 

The  topsails  shiver  in  the  wind. 

The  ship  she  casts  to  sea, 
But  yet  my  soul,  my  heart,  my  mind 

Are,  Mary,  moor'd  with  thee  : 
For  though  thy  sailor's  bound  afar. 

Still  love  shall  be  his  leading  star. 

II. 

Should  landsmen  flatter  when  we're  sail'd, 

O,  doubt  their  artful  tales  ; 
No  gallant  sailor  ever  failed, 

If  Cupid  filled  his  sails ; 
Thou  art  the  compass  of  my  soul. 

Which  steers  my  heart  from  pole  to  pole. 

III. 

Sirens  in  every  port  we  meet, 
More  fell  than  rocks  or  waves ; 

But  sailors  of  the  British  fleet, 
Are  lovers  and  not  slaves : 

No  foes  our  courage  shall  subdue, 

Altho'  we've  left  our  hearts  with  you. 

IV. 

These  are  our  cares,  but  if  you're  kind. 

We'll  scorn  the  dashing  main. 
The  rocks,  the  billows,  and, the  wind. 

The  powers  of  France  and  Spain. 
Now  England's  glory  rests  with  you. 

Our  sails  are  lull,  sweet  girls,  adieu. 


NOTES  FOR  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Boach"  hy  the  late 
J.  Grevillb  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  59.) 

CHAPTER  Yl.— continued. 

Salter  directs  :  "  After  gentles  are  of  a  full  size 
put  them  in  a  vessel  with  some  house- sand.  Some 
use  bran,  but  from  its  heating  quality  the  gentles 
sooner  turn,  as  anglers  term  it— that  is,  become 
chrysalids,  in  which  state  they  are  of  little  or  no  use." 

M.  M.  says :  "  Fish  gentles  are  double  the  size 
of  those  from  other  sources.  A  supply  should 
always  be  provided  in  the  autumn  for  winter  use. 
The  best  plan  to  pursue  is  to  obtain  a  quantity  of 
roach,  or  other  coarse  fish,  as  late  in  the  year  as 
is  possible;  let  them  be  well  fly-blown.  They 
should  then  be  buried  in  a  good-sized  tub  of  moist 
sand  or  earth,  and  if  placed  in  a  cool  cellar  will 
remain  in  perfection  up  till  February  or  March. 
It  is  even  possible  to  renovate  the  stock  in  the 
winter  by  placing  a  few  of  the  chrysalids  in  a  warm 
kitchen,  under  a  bell-glass  in  sand,  and  supplying 
them  with  a  piece  of  meat  or  fish  as  soon  as  they 
turn  to  flies."  .  . 

Chrysalis  (a  gentle  that  has  been  kept  m  bran 
until  it  has  turned  red).—"  It  is  strongly  recom- 
mended for  roach,  especially  in  the  early  part  of 
the  season  ;  is  called  by  the  French  '  Vcpme-vinctte,' 
and  is  highly  prized  by  them.  We  have  tried  it 
frequently,  and  certainly  must  admit  it  to  be  a 
successful  bait ;  but  it  is  an  extremely  difficult  job 
to  keep  it  on  the  hook,  and  after  all  it  is  not  com- 
parable to  the  yellow  Cowdung  i[y."—Blal>-eij. 

Henry  Wild,  the  fisherman. at  Nottingham,  re- 
commends a  chrysalis  threaded  on  the  shank  of 
the  hook,  and  then  a  white  live  gentle  on  the  point. 
"I  can  assure  you,"  he' writes,  "it  is  a  killing 

mode."  , 
Tripe.  When   gentles   were   scarce   we  have 

known  this  bait  used  with  good  effect. 

Pork  Skin.— This  is  a  favourite  bait  at  sea,  and 

has  in  some  cases  proved  very  successful  with 

roach,  but  it  requires  a  more  extended  trial.  We 

have  a  good  opinion  of  it. 
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Ox-PALATK. — On  one  occasion,  being  short  of 
gentles,  we  cut  off  some  of  the  papillae  from  an  ox- 
palate,  and  killed  a  large  quantity  of  fish  with 
them.  They  answer  admirably  to  tip  flies  with, 
and  we  intend  to  experiment  further  in  this 
direction. 

Caddis  Bait.— These  insects — more  particularly 
in  May,  J une  and  J uly,  when  they  are  preparing  to 
quit  their  cases  and  assume  the  fly  shape — are 
excellent  baits,  not  only  for  roach,  but  chub  and 
dace.  The  angler  should  on  no  account  neglect 
them  when  attainable  at  this  time  of  year,  as  they 
form  then,  especially,  the  natural  food  of  the  fish, 
and  are  taken  in  preference  to  all  other  baits. 
They  are  easily  procurable  by  the  aid  of  an  osier 
twig,  in  the  top  of  which  a  slit  should  be  made, 
and  thus  one  at  a  time  these  cads  may  be  picked 
out  from  the  shallows,  or  a  boy  for  a  trifle  will 
off  with  his  shoes  and  stockings  and  procure  the 
angler  enough  for  his  day's  pursuits. 

Wasp  Grub.— When  'fishing  in  the  Trent  we 
have  used  ,this  bait,  which  most  fish  have  a  passion 
for.  Unfortunately  it  is  very  tender,  and  to 
remedy  this  defect  it  is  sometimes  boiled  in  milk, 
sometimes  slightly  baked  ;  but  any  treatment  of 
this  sort,  although  it  undoubtedly  toughens  the 
bait,  at  the  same  time  takes  away  its  most  attrac- 
tive properties.  They  are  taken  from  the  cakes 
of  paper  comb  found  in  wasps'  nests,  and  in  most 
country  places  may  be  purchased  for  a  few  pence 
from  the  boys  who  amuse  themselves  by  taking 
the  nests. 

The  Meal  Worm,  found  in  flour-tubs,  the  chinks 
and  cranniesof  mills,  is  anothermost  acceptable  bait, 
being  rarely  refused  by  the  largest  roach.  Meal 
worms  are  easily  preserved  throughout  the  year,  and 
their  keep,  unlike  those  of  the  gentle,  causes  an 
enormous  increase  in  their  numbers  by  propagation. 
Two  or  three  dozen  should  be  first  procured  from 
the  mill,  or  they  may  be  purchased  at  the  bird- 
fanciers,  by  whom  they  are  kept  and  sold  for  the 
rearing  of  nightingales.  These  meal  worms  should 
be  placed  in  a  large  earthenware  jar,  three  parts 
full  of  oatmeal,  with  a  few  pieces  of  flannel  or  soft 
sacking,  and  a  piece  of  gauze  tied  over  the  mouth 
to  admit  of  air  and  prevent  their  escape.  In  this 
they  will  breed,  successively  changing  into  maggot, 
chrysalis,  and  then  into  moth,  when  they  pair  like 
other  moths,  lay  a  great  number  of  eggs  in  the 
flannel,  and  then  die.  The  eggs  then  become 
maggots,  and  thus  continue  the  circle  of  reproduc- 
tion, increasing  some  hundredfold  in  a  single  year. 
Their  food  should  be  occasionally  refreshed  with  a 
handful  or  so  of  meal-,  and  their  numbers  thinned 
out  into  other  jars.  You  can  never  have  too  many 
of  them,  for  there  are  few  of  our  little  enjoyments 
so  satisfactory  as  that  which  arises  from  the  pleasure 
of  making  a  present  of  a  box  or  so  of  choice  bait  to 
a  brother  angler. 

Willow  Maggot.— Mr.  Owen,  of  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company,  informed  us  that  the 
very  best  place  to  find  roach  in  the  autunm  was 
m  the  quiet  pools,  upon  the  surface  of  which  the 
fallen  willow  leaves  were  floating,  and  that  under 
these  he  invariably  caught  his  finest  roach  and 
chub.  Mr.  Wicks  likewise  makes  mention  of  this 
fact,  and  very  propeily  ascribes  the  presence  of 
the  fash  to  the  attmctions  caused  by  the  white 
grubs  which  fall  from  the  blisters  or  galls  of  these 
leaves  while  they  are  rotting.  In  this  ease  the 
angler  should  pick  out  some  of  these  white  maggots 
from  the  leaves  remaining  on  the  tree  -or  lying  on 
the  banks,  and  his  success  is  next  to  a  certainty 
as  this  IS  a  favourite  food  of  the  fish  at  this  period 
of  the  year.  Nothing  can  be  more  important  than 
the  lessons  these  experiences  teach  us.  The  first 
consideration  of  the  angler  should  be  to  ascertain 
what  IS  the  food  of  the  day.  Without  this  know- 
ledge his  takes  may  be  either  nil  or  scanty— with 
It,  full  and  ample.  No  more  idle  prejudice  exists 
than  that  which  obtains  amongst  many  anglers 
to  the  effect  that  because  a  bait  is  scarce  itVill 
be  preferred  by  the  fish.  The  very  contrary  to  this 
IS  the  tact,  and  it  may  be  often  noticed  that  while 
the  fash  wUl  break  up  and  greedily  devour  the  ground 
bait  they  will  not  touch  worm  or  gentle.  Then 
why  persevere  and  lose  time  with  worm  and  gentle 
when  the  fish  tell  you  so  plainly  that  the  bread 
anfl  bran  are  their  chosen  viands  for  the  day,  and 
therefore  paste  is  the  appropriate  bait. 

Fresh-water  Shrimp.— In  paper-mill  streams, 
where  the  esparto  gi-ass  is  used,  and  its  fertilising 
washmgs  enter  the  waters— the  roach  ha^•ing  beeS 
ot  late  years  particularly  nice  in  their  feeding— we 
directed  Josiah  Heath,  the  keeper  of  the  Wiaysbury 


water,  and  the  watchers  of  other  streams  similarly 
situated,  to  make  the  most  careful  examination  of 
the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of  the  fish,  and  their 
conclusions,  without  any  knowledge  of  each  other's 
operations,  are  singularly  alike. 

.Tosiah  Heath  writes :  "  I  think,  sir,  I  have  at 
length  discovered  the  cause  you  have  been  so  long 
in  search  of— why  the  roach  have  not  fed  on  gentles 
or  any  of  the  baits  commonly  used  for  them.  Have 
you  at  any  time  noticed  what  is  called  the  fresh- 
water shrimp  '?  Tliey  swarm  on  the  bottom  of  this 
and  all  the  streams  near  here,  and  move  with  a  kind 
of  snatching  motion,  and  are  of  a  slate  colour.  The 
roach  feed  greedily  on  them,  as  do  dace,  chub,  and 
eels.  The  other  day  I  picked  up  a  large  roach,  half 
killed  by  a  pike,  and  I  made  what  a  surgeon  would 
call  a  post-mortem  examination  of  it.  In  this  I 
found  forty-three  of  these  shrimps  and  several 
others  partly  digested.  I  took  yesterday,  as  near 
as  I  can  judge,  a  quarter  of  a  pint  out  of  a  large 
eel.  Do  you  think  these  shrimps  will  do  to  bait 
with  ?  I  certainly  believe,  sir,  if  they  could  be 
imitated  artificially,  they  would  do  well  to  whip 
for  dace."  These  shrimps  have  been  tried  with 
great  success:  They  are  readily  caught  in  dozeens 
with  a  small  gauzT  landing-net. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  FIKST  BKUSH  WITH  THE 
GEAYLING. 


By  the  Piscatorial  Calendar  grayling  are  ready 
to  be  killed  as  soon  as  June  is  out,  but  it  was  quite 
the  end  of  July  ere  I  ventured  to  cross  swords  with 
this  handsome  member  of  the  salmon  family. 
Eecollections  of  former  exploits  on  a  beautiful 
south  coimtry  stream  wherein  grayling  are  found 
in  plenty,  full  of  fight  and  of  heavy  weight,  made 
one  somewhat  imduly  anxious,  perhaps,  to  renew 
acquaintance  with  a  water  which  yielded  grand 
examples  during  the  season  of  last  year.  But  one 
requires  to  know  one's  business  right  well  before 
attempting  to  cast  the  feathered  hook  in  the  hope 
of  attracting  the  attention  of  grayling  whose  visual 
organs  are  superior  to  those  of  any  other  fish.  To 
counterbalance  this,  however,  one  remembers  that 
their  cupidity  is  very  great,  a  distinct  advantage  in 
a  shallow  chalk  stream  as  bright  as  crystal  and 
well  supplied  with  weeds.  Even  hooking  a  fish 
would  not  always  mean  basketing  it,  for  the 
fine  fishing  requisite  spelt  more  losses  than 
gains. 

I  responded  with  alacrity  to  a  welcome  command 
to  try  the  grayling  to  ascertain  if  they  would  take, 
for  the  order  emanated  from  one  of  the  best  of 
sportsmen,  and  within  a  few  hours  after  its  receipt 
I  was  inspecting,  with  the  capable  keeper,  the  old 
familiar  pools  and  glides,  catching  a  glimpse  here 
and  there  of  the  grayling— somewhat  hard  to 
discern,  however,  so  much  did  they  resemble  in 
colour  the  sandy  gravel  composing  the  bed  of  the 
river. 

A  grand  show  of  fish  there  was,  and  we  wandered 
down  stream  making  mental  notes  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  bigger  fellows  for  ser^-ice  on  the 
morrow. 

A  couple  of  hours'  fishing  before  the  first  meal 
of  the  day  was  a  capital  appetiser,  especially  as  the 
grayling  were  discovered  to  be  in  a  feeding  humour. 
There  was  nothing  on  the  water  visible  to  the  naked 
eye,  but  here  and  there  an  occasional  break  of  the 
surface  was  noticeable,  denoting  that  a  graylin'^ 
was  moving.    An  Orange  Bumble  and  Green  Insect 
on  00  hooks  brought  me  five  gi-aylLng  before  8  a.m., 
the  heaviest  brace  going  31b.    I  have  frequently 
made  good  bags  on  various  waters  when  there  was 
no  sign  of  feeding  fish  or  of  fly  by  fishing  wet. 
The  moment  I  reached  the  water's  edge,  rise  or  no 
rise,  I  would  put  up  some  wet  fly  I  fancied,  and 
Upon  the  curling  surface  let  it  glide 
With  nat'ral  motion  from  the  hand  supplied 
Against  the  stream  now  gently  let  it  play,  ' 
Now  in  the  rapid  eddy  roll  away.  ' 

Dry  fly  men  who  regard  wet  fishers  for  grayling  as 
rank  heretics,  and  who  wait  for  fish  to  rise  before  com- 
mencing operations,  waste  an  enormous  amount  of 
time  which  might  be  employed  to  advantage  by 
using  sunk  lures.  Old  David  Foster  knew  the 
value  of  casting  when  there  was  no  rise  of  fly, 
although  he  is  careful  to  say  that  sport  could  not 
be  said  to  be  usidilh/  lucrative  when  fish  were  not 
on  the  rise.    It  certainly  does  not  always  happen 


that  if  you  come  upon  a  shoal  of  grayling,  which 
shows  no  signs  of  taking  with  no  fly  up,  that  you 
will  get  them  with  a  sunk  fly,  but  in  a  great  inimy 
instances  I  can  recall  perseverance  lias  rewarded  nie 
far  beyond  expectations. 

After  9  a.m.  there  were  but  few  fish  on  the 
move ;  the  sun  shone  brightly  and  every  grayling 
which  was  away  from  the  shelter  of  the  weeds 
could  be  seen.  I  however  continued  to  employ  the 
wet  fly,  but  with  poor  results,  aa  far  as  big  fish 
were  concerned.  I  had  several  brace  of  small  fry, 
but  not  one  over  ilb.  in  weight.  I  had,  liowever, 
the  misfortune  to  lose  a  brace  of  beauties  through 
the  tiny  hook  coming  away.  I  had  been  pinnmg 
my  faith  to  an  Orange  Bumble  on  a  000  hook,  and 
was  fishing  a  broad  shallow  covered  for  the  most 
part  with  weeds  and  with  a  somewhat  wide  run  by 
the  opposite  bank.  The  first  ]>ig  grayling  I  had  on, 
a  good  IJlb.  fish,  I  litrraljy  dragged  across  sundry 
patches  of  trailii  g  vegetation,  and  had  it  almost  in 
the  net  when  the  hold  gave  way.  Then  I  safely 
landed  three  or  four  small  fry,  the  hook  in  each 
case  being  so  fiimly  embedded  in  the  leathery  rim 
which  forms  the  outer  margin  of  their  mouths,  that 
a  surgical  operation  was  necessary  to  extract  the 
iron.  A  second  heavy  fish  took  the  fly  well,  and  I 
ran  it  over  the  weed-bed  as  fast  as  I  could  gather 
in  line.  But  this,  like  its  predecessor,  was  also  lost 
when  the  goal  was  well-nigh  reached.  I  tried  a 
Bumble  on  a  hook  two  sizes  larger,  but  could  get 
no  fish  to  move  to  it,  and  had  consequently''to 
resort  again  to  the  tliree-nothing  mite.  A  little 
way  lower  down  the  shallow,  where  the  intervening 
weeds  were  every  bit  as  bad,  I  hooked  a  I  jlb  fish, 
and  to  my  surprise  and  gratification  I  successfully 
piloted  it  over  the  weeds  and  scooped  it  out.  A 
second  grayling  of  the  same  weight  quickly  followed 
suit,  which  still  more  delighted  me.  Day,  in 
speaking  about  grayling,  says,  inter  alia,  "'hook 
strike  gently,  play  quietly  and  land  in  a  net." 
\yith  the  exception  of  the  last  piece  of  advice.  I 
did  exactly  the  opposite  to  what  he  suggests.  I 
hit  the  fish  hard— savagely,  I  had  almost  written— 
hauled  them  sans  cerhnonic  as  rapidly  as  I  could 
towards  me,  over  and  through  weeds,  and  my 
impudence  succeeded.  It  need  not  be  added  thalt 
both  fish  were  exceptionally  well  hooked. 

In  the  April  number  of  the  FisJiing  Gazette  I 
remember  reading  a  thoughtful  paper  on  "  Angling 
Fallacies,"  by  Mr.  John  H.  Davis,  and  in  this  the 
writer  alludes  to  the  grayling's  supposed  tender 
mouth,  joining  issue  most  completely  with  the 
generally  accepted  idea  that  the  fish  is  very  fragile 
about  the  chaps.  I  have  not  found  that  the  gi-ay- 
ling's  mouth  is  particularly  tender.  A  smelt's 
mouth  is  uncommonly  delicate  if  you  like,  but  in 
the  case  of  the  grayling  it  rather  strikes  me  that  it 
is  the  tiny  hook  we  southern  anglers  employ 
which  is  at  fault.  A  graj-ling's  mouth  is  not  smail 
by  any  means;  the  mouth  of  a  l^lb.  fish,  when 
fully  extended,  measures  over  an  inch  across.  I 
have  frequently  taken  gi-ayling  \\  ith  a  May  Ily  the 
size  of  a  miniature  haystack,  which  they  have 
sucked  in  with  ease.  Now  a  000  hook  is  very 
liable  to  miss  fire  in  the  hooking  and  holding,  and 
misses,  in  wet  fishing  especially,  are  exceptionally 
frequfent.  It  is  liable  to  hook  fish  very  lightly, 
and  no  wonder  is  it  that  the  rolling,  rollicking 
play  of  a  big  gi-ayling  leaves  the  piscator  minus 
the  fish.  If  you  can  only  get  a  gi-ayling  to  take  a 
fly  on  a  No.  1  or  2  hook  less  would  be  heard  about 
the  tender  mouth  theory.  But  it  is  not  always 
that  they  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  sample  so  big' a 
fly.  At  times  the  smallest  pattern  alone  will  luse 
them ;  it  is  this  or  nothmg,  and  one  has  to  make 
the  best  of  it.  To  land  a  21b.  gl•a^•]ing  on  a 
000  hook  in  a  weedy  river  is  a  feat  of  'which  any- 
one may  well  be  proud.  I  do  not  suggest  that 
large  floaters  should  be  used,  but  with  wet  flies  the 
case  is  different,  and  No.  1  or.  2  hooks  may  be 
tried,  especially  in  the  winter  months,  'with 
advantage. 

But  I  have  wandered  on  about  hooks  and  their 
sizes  until  I  have  left  little  room  to  continue  my 
narrative  about  grayling.  I  will  only  add.  there- 
fore, that  in  addition  to  having  gr;md  sport 
amongst  grayling,  I  had  on  for  a  brief  moment  a 
31b.  trout.  On  the  first  rush  the  fish  broke  me. 
making  off  with  an  eighteen-inch  point  and  a 
00  Wickham.  Still,  I  had  not  the  heart  to  com- 
plain of  this  piece  of  misfortune  when  I  gazed 
upon  two  brace  of  fine  grayling  I  had  retained  out 
of  eight  brace  which  fell  to  my  rod  on  the  occiision 
ot  my  first  attempt  this  season  with  the  "  flower 
offlshes."  H.  A.  1!()LT. 
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A  LESSON  IN  PEECH  FISHING, 


A  WORN  volume  of  "  Salter's  Angler,"  bequeathed 
to  me,  among  other  treasures,  on  the  death  of  a 
relative,  himself  an  ardent  fisherman,  became  in 
time  the  happiest  of  books  to  mc,  for  therein  I 
found  set  forth  in  all  detail  the  mystery  of  perch 
fishing. 

For  days  together  the  old-fashioned  and  quaintly 
worded  directions  were  devoured — aye,  and  more, 
digested  in  the  intervals — and  at  nights  "the  bright 
eyed  perch  with  fins  of  Tyrian  dye  swam  through 
my  dreams."  Till  one  day  came  the  great  oppor- 
tunity that  found  me,  in  late  August,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Thames.  Laden  with  a  heavy 
pike  rod,  my  only  weapon,  I  stole  through  the 
Quarry  Woods  to  Marlow.  Where  to  fish  I  had 
long  ago  decided,  for  doth  not  Salter  state,  "  perch 
delight  to  lie  about  bridges  and  millpools,  in  and 
near  locks,  about  shipping  barges  and  rafts  of 
timber,  in  navigable  rivers  and  canals,  and  at  the 
entrance  and  in  wet  docks,  also  in  deep  and  dark 
still  holes." 

The  choice  surely  was  wide  enough  and  embracing 
for  a  b  eginner,  and  so  indeed  I  found  it,  but  chance 
had  thrown  into  my  way  the  whereabouts  of  one 
deep  and  dark  hole,  deep  enough  to  hold  all  the 
perch  in  the  reach,  and  that  hole  lay  just  below 
Temple  weir.  Moreover,  there  was  a  lock  near  and 
timber  in  between,  so  what  more  would  even  Salter 
desire.  The  skiff  shot  out  into  the  weir-pool  at  last 
and  overboard  was  tumbled  an  iron  weight  for 
anchor.  It  failed  to  touch  bottom,  but  hung 
suspended  from  the  bows  with  fully  twenty  feet  o1 
rope  between.  An  astonishingly  deep  hole,  and 
with  that  thought  I  unshipped  the  end,  tied  it  to 
the  painter,  and  again  let  go.  Still  the  weight 
swimg  in  deep  water.  I  hauled  it  into  the  bows 
and  was  instantly  carried  out  of  the  pool  into 
shallow  water  by  a  capful  of  wind.  So  much  for 
the  deep  and  dark  hole  which  years  after  I  dis- 
covered to  be  one  of  the  deepest  bits  of  the  reach 
and  quite  unfishable.  Exploring  further  I  found  a 
spot  against  the  ruins  of  an  old  lock  and  under  the 
shade  of  a  granite  wall,  arched  over  with  elm 
branches.  Shady  enough  for  perch  did  it  seem, 
and  little  time  was  lost  in  adjusting  a  paternoster 
and  worm.  "  Never  keep  your  bait  too  long  in  one 
spot,"  saith  the  astute  Salter,  and  carefully  did  I 
stick  to  the  maxim  by  searching  every  yard  of 
water  around.  The  rest  of  the  gliding  hours  might 
have  been  wasted  in  the  same  unprofitable  pursuit 
but  for  the  merest  chance,  and  success  in  fishing  as 
in  other  things  besides,  depends  more  often  than 
not  on  the  diverting  of  original  intentions. 

Across  the  deep  pool  stole  a  punt.  Snugly 
tucked  away  behind  the  leafy  elm  I  peered  forth  to 
watch  the  intruder,  and  in  so  doing  gained  an 
object  lesson,  for  this  disturber  of  the  solitude  was 
a  fisherman  of  my  own  age. 

A  few  long  paddle  strokes  had  sent  him  across 
almost  to  the  first  island.  Then  came  the  quiet 
dropping  of  a  weight,  placed  below  water,  not 
splashed  in  after  my  own  rude  fashion.  I  watched 
With  a  hug  of  joy  to  see  thirty  feet  of  rope  dis- 
appear, and  felt  cheated  when  scarcely  a  yard  had 
found  anchorage.  The  deep  hole  silted  up  to  a 
shallow  at  this  point  I  discovered  afterwards.  The 
cunning  angler  secured  the  rope  amidships,  and, 
bendmg  low,  went  to  one  end  of  his  craft  and 
dropped  a  float  and  minnow  overboard.  So  much 
for  the  first  act  of  this  comedy,  and  now  for  the 
interval,  I  murmured.  Alert  as  the  angler  himself, 
I  well-nigh  jumped  as  the  float  bobbed  on  the 
surface  of  the  weir-pool  and  disappeared.  Some 
very  long  seconds  was  it  allowed  to  remain  under 
water,  and  ,then,  without  jerking  the  rod,  lifted  a 
pretty  little  hog-backed  fish  over  the  gunwale, 
which  I  knew  to  be  a  perch.  I  changed  position 
and  leant  back,  and  is  so  doing  placed  my  hand  by 
accident  on  the  worn  volume  of  "  Salter "  which 
lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  skiff.  The  dead  master 
jay  under  my  hand,  and  opposite  was  my  living 
one  wholly  unconscious  and  re-baiting  with  another 
mmnow.  Between  the  two  I  hoped  to  do  wonders 
later  on.  His  punt  was  now  swimg  round,  pivoted  by 
virtue  of  the  anchor  rope  secured  amidships,  and  as 
it  swayed  he  bided  his  time  and  deftly  dropped  his 
bait  into  another  hole  between  the  weeds.  Having 
finished  this  circle  in  like  manner,  or  most  of  it"^ 
he  lifted  the  weight  and  dropped  a  few  yards  lower 
down,  and  anchored  again  so  quietly  that  one  hardly 
recognised  the  change  in  the  position.  I  counted 
his  perch   jealously,  as  one  by  one  they  cauie 


flashmg  into  the  sunlight  until  the  sixth  arrived. 
Seemingly  the  angler  was  satisfied,  for  soon  he 
paddled  noiselessly  away  down-stream,  went  round 
the  bend  of  the  river,  and  disappeared  from  my 
sight  for  ever.  It  was  now  my  turn.  One  push 
from  the  granite  wall  and  I  was  beyond  the  trees' 
shade.  Half  way  across  I  carefully  searched  the 
water  and  saw  the  dark  gloomy  deeps  give  way  to 
a  gravelly  shallow.  Thick  elvmps  of  weed  rising 
almost  to  the  surface  dotted  the  bottom,  and 
through  all  ran  k  gentle  stream  falling  from  the 
weir.  Minnows  I  had  none,  but  worms  in  plenty, 
and  truly  hoped  the  change  of  diet  would  tempt 
the  already  badly  treated  perch.  The  gravelly 
bottom  was  easily  seen  between  the  weeds,  and  in 
went  my  bait  wherever  the  clearing  allowed.  "  It 
is  proper  to  keep  gently  moving  or  drawing  your 
float  to  the  right  or  left  or  to  lift  it  out  of  the 
water  a  few  inches  occasionally  and  let  it  gently 
drop  in  again,  as  this  way  of  acting  frequently 
inclines  the  perch  to  seize  your  bait  fearing  it  is 
moving  away  from  them,  though  they  have  seen 
the  bait  stationary,  but  not  being  much  on  the 
feed  would  not  take  the  trouble  of  moving  for  it 
till  it  seemed  likely  to  make  its  escape,"  remarks 
Salter. 

This  very  human  trait  in  the  wily  perch  I 
remembered,  and  worked  upon  with  care,  and  my 
first  brace  of  Thames  halfrpounders,  small  but_ 
beautiful,  I  owed  to  this  bit  of  artfulness.  The 
fish,  to  my  thinking,  were  feeding  ravenously. 
Ti  me  had  ceased  to  be.  My  world  was  centred  in 
a  desire- to  beat  my  unknown  master  in  the  way  of 
a  basket.  Already  five  glittering  red-finned  beauties 
lay  at  my  feet,  and  flushed  with  this  first  success 
little  heed  was  taken  of  the  hours.  Five  they 
remained,  ami  no  more,  for  the  perch  ceased  feeding 
at  sundown, 'and  the  chill  that  followed  about  this 
time  drove  me  homewards.  No  river  wind  of  the 
afterglow,  however,  could  chill  my  blood,  already 
at  fever  heat,  as  I  sculled  away,  slipping  by  the 
Grange  and  old  Bisham  Abbey.  Had  I  not  gone 
perching  this  day  with  fixed  intent,  and  had  I  not 
deliberately  angled  for— aye,  and  captured  too — the 
very  fish  in  search  of — "  with  another's  brains," 
said  the  small  voice.  Marlow  church  rang  out 
seven  as  the  bridge  came  into  view,  and  soon  after 
I  was  diving  into  the  inky  blackness  of  Quarry 
Woods,  quickly  to  emerge  from  that  network  of 
paths  on  to  the  common  to  meet  a  full  moon 
sailing  up  in  a  steely  blue  sky.  S.  S. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  viorning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  ot  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
followang  places,  to  the  time  of  higli  water  at  Loudon  Bridge 
given  below 

fSO  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   „     ,,  Putney.  \/\a)''^   »  Kichraond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ^"^  80  „  „  Twickenham. 
60    ,,     „   Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddingtou. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'cloclt  at  Loudon  Bridge,-it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddingtou  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. . 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  Hioh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  ,      ,  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  August  10    9.46    JO.28 

Sunday,  „  ll    n.  8    11.46 

Monday,  ,,  12    — •    0.21 

Tuesday,  „  13    o.,50    1.16 

Wednesday,      ,,  14    i.4i    2.  2 

Thursday,  '  15    2.23   ..."   2.43 

Friday,  ,,  16    3.  1    3.19 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genbbal  Eemaeks.  —  The  Thames  is 
again  getting  slack,  and  the  water  is  still  clear,  so  that 
the  sport  has  not  been  very  grand.  Bream  have  been 
feeding  fairly  well,  several  of  these  fish  having 
been  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  and  at  Kingston. 
Plenty  of  barbel  have  also  been  had,  Mr.  Pincott 
Hill  getting  thirty  fish  in  one  afternoon,  but 
as  they  were  small  they  were  returned  to  the 
river.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  out  with  Knight,  has 
also  had  barbel,  Mrs.  Richardson  getting  the  best 
fish  —  one  of  4ilb.  At  Surbiton  sewer  bream 
up  to  2|lb.  have  been  caught.  Several  bank 
anglers  have  been  out  at  night  and  many 
of  them  have  had  fish.  But  sport,  especially  amongst 
roach,  will  improve  next  month,  and  in  October  the 
traffic  is  less  on  the  river.  The  Kingston  Piscatorials 
will  hold  a  bream  competition  on  the  Thames  on 
August  11  and  12,  and  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society 
will  hold  a  similar  competition  on  August  18  and  19. 

—  F.  H.  Awi'ULBTT, 


Thames  (Henley), — A  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  during  the  past  fortnight,  but  sport  has  been 
quiet.  Gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake,  and  a  few 
perch  are  caught.  These  fish  afford  the  best,  and  I 
may  say  the  only,  sport  during  the  day.  Roach 
may  be  caught  during  the  early  morning,  or  the 
last  hour  or  so  of  fishing,  and  bags  of  these  fish 
have  been  secured  up  to  101b.  On  .luly  20  I  saw 
a  "banker"  with  a  bag  of  roach  weighing  IRlb. 
Patrons  of  George  Arlett  and  W.  Vaughan  have  been 
taking  some  roach,  gudgeon  and  porch.  The  chub 
have  been  tried  for  with  nearly  everything  one  could 
mention  ;  I  heard  of  one  "  angler  "  (?)  trying  them 
with  a  water-melon  and  a  meat  hook.  These  fish 
have  now  sought  shelter  in  the  weeds,  and  the  chance 
of  getting  a  big  one  is  very  remote.  The  recent  rains 
greatly  improved  the  condition  and  the  water,  but 
it  has  again  run  down  very  fine,  and  the  weeds  are 
troublesome.  Another  really  good  downpour  would 
be  very  welcome.— Stanley  Mead. 

 (Sunbitry). — Roach  and  dace  well  on  the  feed. 

Out  with  Mr.  Taylor,  two  days,  351b.  of  nice  roach  and 
dace.  A  few  barbel  during  the  week,  but  not  large. 
The  water  is  in  very  good  condition. — H.  Hebbeet. 

Ancholme  District. — Sport  on  the  Anoholme 
continues  excellent.  Tench  are  still  largely  in 
evidence  and  are  much  appreciated  by  anglers.  Mr. 
C.  Stevenson,  of  Brigg,  took  one  this  week  21b.  8oz. 
On  July  31,  eleven  from  Hull  fished  a  match  and  got 
a  total  of  891b.,  the  top  weight  being  171b  4oz.,  the 
largest  bream  31b.  6o5i.  On  August  5,  Mr.  White,  of 
Brigg,  got  201b.  of  bream,  and  on  the  same  day  Mr. 
Steer,  of  Sheffield,  had  221b.  of  bream  and  a  roach  of 
lib.  4oz. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach).— The  early  part 
of  the  holiday  week  on  this.'river  generally  obstructs 
the  angler,  especially  on  Bank  holiday,  when  quanti- 
ties of  crafts  are  on  the  water,  also  pedestrians  on  the 
banks.  The  weather  has  been  cooler  and  dull  at 
times,  with  a  nice  ripple  on  the  stream  ;  anglers  have 
had  miscellaneous  takes  up  to  101b.  a  rod— roach  and 
silver  bream ;  a  few  pike  have  been  had  by  the  locks 
where  the  river  has  been  dredged.  Mr.  Brooks,  of 
London,  with  others  are  now  doing  fairly  well 
amongst  the  roach.  Worms  for  bait  are  useful  now, 
but  anglers  must  bring  them.  Perch  had  in  good 
quantity  with  the  gudgeon;  these  as  well  as  fresh 
boiled  wheat  can  be  had  of  Beasley,  lock-keeper. 
Time  of  writing  fine,  prospects  all  round  good.— 
John  O.  Geoegb,  Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— Prospects 
for  anglers  seem  much  improved.  The  drought  and 
glare  of  latter  July  has  been  succeeded  by  dull, 
showery  weather  and  south-west  wind,  and  although 
we  could  well  do  with  some  more  rain  to  further 
freshen  the  rivers,  some  good  all-round  sport  is  being 
had.  Various  bags  of  three  to  seven  stone  have  been 
had  (bream)  on  the  Broad.  Mr.  King  (fishing  from 
Mr.  Ellis's)  has  had  some  excellent  sport  with  bream 
and  roach.  Some  good  takes  of  bream  were  also  made 
up  river  at  Coltishall  Lock,  but  they  are  weed  cutting 
that  district  this  week.  Further  up  river  the  roach 
and  dace  are  in  grand  condition.  Dace  rose  well 
yesterday  (Aug.  5)  to  a  Governor ;  in  an  hour  or  two  I 
caught  many,  the  best  dozen  weighing  61b.,  in  simply 
superb  condition.  The  small  streams  are  now  terribly 
choked  with  weeds,  and  except  on  one  or  two  special 
rivers  trout  fishing  in  Norfolk  may  be  considered  over 
for  the  season.  Dace  will,  however,  give  very  pretty 
sport  to  fly  till  quite  late  in  September,  if  fine,  but 
they  dislike  dark  windy  days.  Coarse  fishing  will  now 
be  firmly  established,  and  for  roach  and  pike  will 
improve  with  every  month.  Yacht  traffic  heaviest 
this  month.  Best  fishing  early  morning  or  late  even- 
ing. Glass  falling  to-night  (Aug.  6) ;  W.  wind,  squally, 
threatening,  cooler,  but  fishing  prospects  encouraging. 
Best  baits — paste,  wheat,  for  roach,  gentles  not  recom- 
mended ;  paste  or  fair-sized  worms  for  bream  ;  flies 
for  dace  in  mill  pools.  Governor,  Black  Gnat — in 
evening,  Coachman. — 0.  W.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rain  has  00  ic  too  late 
for  the  holiday  week,  but  there  is  every  prospect  now 
of  a  good  time  with  peal.  The  rivers  are  fishing  better 
than  they  have,  but  until  the  heavy  growths  of  weed 
are  sent  off  by  a  flood  not  much  must  be  expected.— 
Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  still 
keeps  very  low,  and  very  little  is  done  in  the  day- 
time. A  few  peal  are  being  taken  in  the  evening. 
Trout  fishing  generally  is  dull,  but  they  sometimes 
rise  freely  at  dusk.  A  few  peal  have  been  creeled  at 
Buckfastleigh  this  week.  On  Wednesday  last  a 
juvenile  lady  angler.  Miss  Lilian  Garrow  Green, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Garrow  Green,  a  jprominent  angler  in 
this  district,  caught  a  fine  peal.  J\Ir.  Green  on  Aug.  1 
had  a  fine  basket  of  six  peal  and  three  trout,  whilst  on 
Tuesday  he  also  landed  a  fine  peal.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin, 
on  Friday,  captured  four  peal  ;  two  on  Monday, 
together  with  a  trout  weighing  21b.  Mr.  H.  Full,  on 
Monday  night,  creeled  three  peal.  Fishing  has  shown 
an  improvement  during  the  past  week.  Net  fisher- 
men have  had  a  few  small  catches  of  salmon.  The 
weir  nets  have  caught  a  couple,  whilst  the  Stoke 
Gabriel  fishermen  lauded  a  like  number  this  week. 
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There  has  been  a  quantity  of  bass  and  mullet  in  the 
river,  buf  they  do  not  take  with  the  tide.  Mr.  J. 
Edmonds  killed  fourteen  bass  off  Anchor  Stone,  fishing 
with  prawn  and  Devon  minnows.-  Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Devonshire  rivers  gener- 
ally have  not  much  improved  since  last  week.  The 
continued  drought  still  leaves  the  rivers  in  a  very 
dry  state  which  is  much  against  anglers.  In  the 
Ashwater  little  or  nothing  has  been  done,  whilst  at 
Blagdon  Lake  sport  has  been  very  slack  and  catches 
have  only  numbered  one  or  two.  The  Carey,  too,  is 
very  low,  and  baskets  have  been  consequently  small. 
Although  there  are  a  lot  of  visitors  interested  in 
angling  staying  on  the  moor,  very  few  have  been  out. 
Those  who  have  been  out  have  not  been  handsomely 
rewarded. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (laaak  Walton  Lengths). 
(July  31). — Since  my  report  of  July  24  the  fishing  has 
been  much  improved  by  the  heavy  and  welcome  rain — 
welcome  to  anglers,  farmers,  and  tourists  alike.  With 
anglers  stopping  here  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  and 
some  remarkably  good  fish  brought  in,  some  few 
weighing  over  the  pound  and  as  high  as  IJlb.,  Mr. 
Russell  Barker  getting  the  latter,  a  well-fed,  handsome 
fish.  The  rise  of  fly  has  been  more  general,  the  most 
killing  being  the  Red  Ant,  Pale  Olive  Dun,  and  the 
Dark  Coachman. — W.  Evans. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  been  fairly 
good  of  late.  Mr.  W.  Gossard  got  twenty-eight  brace 
of  grayling  in  four  days  on  the  Ashbourne  Club  length 
of  Bentley  Brook  last  week,  and  other  anglers  have 
not  been  doing  at  all  amiss  on  other  lengths  of  late. — 
D.  and  W.  H.  Fostee. 

Dunn  and  Kennet. — These  streams  have,  during 
the  past  fortnight  to  three  weeks,  been  under  the 
process  of  weed  cutting,  and  from  all  appearances  will 
be  fully  another  month,  if  they  are  all  to  be  done. 
There  has  been  nothing  to  record  during  the  past 
three  weeks,  hence  the  reason  of  no  report  having  been 
forwarded. — G.  Moohe. 

Esk  (Whitby). — After  coming  into  pretty  good  trim 
this  water  has  provided  some  fairly  good  sport,  several 
nice  clear  run  fish  having  been  captured  above  the 
weir.  Sea  angling  has  improved  of  late,  and  visitors 
are  experiencing  capital  sport  in  the  offing,  where 
whiting,  haddock,  etc.,  are  to  be  secured  in  goodly 
numbers.  Prom  the  piers,  with  the  aid  of  the  bottom 
line,  several  remunerative  takes  have  been  effected. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  river  is  still  very 
low,  and  the  prospects,  until  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain 
comes,  are  not  promising.  Some  roach  and  perch 
have  been  caught,  and  Mr.  Heard  (Caledonian  Angling 
Club)  has  had  some  fine  catches  in  the  Creedy  during 
a  week's  visit,  over  one  hundred  roach,  many  over  lib. 
each,  also  pike  fishing  with  dace ;  he  caught  a  perch 
over  fib.,  and  convinced  the  fishermen  here  that  the 
great  metropolis  still  numbers  smart  and  expert 
anglers.  In  the  canal  some  carp  and  tench  have  also 
been  accounted  for  with  paste  and  red  worms  respec- 
tively, and  a  fair  number  of  roach. — Red  Palmeb. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 
Some  very  good  sport  has  been  recently  reported  from 
the  river  Glen.  MtDst  of  this  river  is  in  the  hands  of 
private  clubs,  and  though  their  doings  do  not  often 
become  public,  we  now  and  again  hear  of  a  good 
capture.  One  of  the  latest  reported  was  a  bream 
which  scaled  7Jlb.  This  appears  to  have  been  got 
out  of  what  is  called  Jackson's  Hole  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Surfleet.  The  water  runs  here  to  the  depth 
of  fourteen  feet,  and  contains  some  uncommonly  fine 
fish.  Roach  fishing  has  also  been  pursued  with  fair 
success.  The  river  is  also  noted  for  capital  perch,  but 
perhaps  the  Glen  is  noted  more  for  winter  fishing. 
Roach  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  on  the  drains  on 
the  Cambridgeshire  side,  and  it  is  also  pronounced  to 
be  good  on  the  Forty-foot  both  about  Billingborough 
and  also  Wibferton  chain-bridge. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Bank  Holiday 
fishing  on  the  Idle  has  been  rather  tame.  Most  of 
those  who  came  down  here  have  found  counter  attrac- 
tions in  sweepstakes  fished  on  the  Ancholme  between 
Broughton  Bridge  and  the  Coal  Dyke  end.  On 
Monday  there  was  the  usual  prize  fishing  when 
over  340  paid  two  shillings  each.  The  first  prize 
went  to  a  Sheffield  angler  as  also  did  the  third 
and  fourth,  whilst  the  second  and  fifth  fell  to 
Wigan  experts.  The  best  capture  was  31b.  lloz.,  and 
the  best  fish,  a  roach,  lib.  12oz.  There  was  another 
juvenile  affair  on  the  canal  at  Shireoaks,  when  154 
were  pegged  down  under  18  years  of  age.  This  was 
rather  a  novel  contest.  The  canal  is  said  to  be  fishing 
better  since  the  rainfall.  From  Clayworth  there  have 
been  some  fairly  good  reports. — L. 

Itchen. — The  few  anglers  out  last  week  all  did  well 
wherever  the  Itchen  holds  a  good  head  of  fish ;  but 
now  the  river  is  well  freshened  up  by  rain  and  trout 
are  rising  really  nicely,  hardly  any  rods  are  at  work. 
Thunderstorms  interfered  vrith  the  evening  rise  rather, 
but  during  daylight  trout  have  been  taking  Pale 
Olives  and  Pink  Wickhams  very  freely,  at  least  I  can 
vouch  for  their  having  done  so  on  the  Upper  Itchen, 
where  some  niceifish  were  killed.  During  the  intense 
heat  and  drought  [of  three  weeks,  many  enthusiastic 
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anglers  were  doing  their  utmost  to  kill  trout,  and  at 
present,  just  when  fishermen  should  be  by  the  river- 
side, they  are  elsewhere.  This  state  of  affairs  reminds 
me  of  the  old  lady  travelling  by  omnibus  who  all  the 
way  from  the  Bank  to  the  top  of  Bond-street  kept 
enquiring  of  the  'bus  conductor  if  she  had  arrived  at 
the  Marble  Arch.  Silenced  at  last  by  the  angry  and 
sarcastic  replies  of  the  conductor,  she  sat  quiet  and 
glum,  no  longer  seeking  for  information  at  every 
stoppage.  On  arrival  at  the  Marble  Arch,  she  made 
no  movement  to  get  down,  and  the  conductor,  after 
keeping  the  'bus  waiting  longer  than  usual,  bawled  at 
her,  "And  now  you  gets  to  the  Marble  Harch  there 
you  sits  !  "  Big  trout  are  showing  up  rather  well ;  the 
five  and  three-quarter  pounder  killed  in  the  weir  at 
Winchester  was  a  lovely  fish  and  in  grand  condition. 
Four  good  rainbow  trout  were  taken  from  the  Itchen 
last  week,  and  I  hear  that  these  fish  are  constantly 
being  caught  in  the  Meon  River  (near  Fareham).  The 
Meon  rainbows  were  turned  down  as  two-year-olds 
some  few  months  ago  ;  they  now  average  the  best 
part  of  a  pound  in  weight,  and  have  distributed  them- 
selves both  up  and  down  stream.  I  hope  to  bo  fishing 
the  Meon  in  about  two  weeks  time  and  will  then 
report  further  on  the  rainbow  trout  there. — E.  Valen- 
tine COBBIE. 

Lark  (Isleham,  West  Kow,  Mildenhall,  Barton 
Mills,  Icklingham). — Nearly  all  the  fishing  stations 
along  the  Lark  stream  were  patronised  on  Bank 
Holiday,  and  at  some  of  the  places  named  some  very 
good  lots  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  were  taken.  The 
weather  was  just  right  for  bottom  fishing  on  Monday. 
On  Tuesday  we  had  a  nice  rain,  which  will  materially 
help  to  clear  the  water  and  improve  the  fishing. 
Several  fly  fishermen  were  out  and  had  very  fair  sport 
amongst  the  dace  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  river. 
At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  still  raining  and  looks  like 
keeping  on. — Raven. 

Lea. — A  good  many  anglers  visited  the  Lea  during 
the  holidays,  but,  according  to  reports  received  from 
several  favourite  stations,  little  sport  has  been  ex- 
perienced down  to  this  (Thursday)  morning.  The 
river,  although  showing  a  very  fair  head  of  water,  has 
been  clear,  and  in  the  public  reaches  the  roach  have 
been  shy.  Some  decent  fish  have  been  had  in  the 
early  morning  and  evening,  and  at  Waltham  and 
Cheshunt  bream  of  over  31b.  have  been  landed. 
More  dace  have  been  had  with  the  fly.  Pike 
and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  no  good  specimens 
are  so  far  reported.  The  perch  are  in  very  nice 
condition,  and  an  angler  roving  for  these  fish  with 
worm  ought  to  do  well  between  6  a.m.  and  11  a.m., 
and  again  in  the  evening.  We  require  some  more 
rain,  and  then  sport  all  round  should  improve.  At 
present  there  is  a  great  deal  of  natural  food  in  the 
river. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling* 
Society's  Waters). — As  we  anticipated,  the  roach 
have  now  commenced  feeding  in  earnest.  On  Monday 
(Aug.  5)  one  bag  of  181b.  was  made,  the  three  largest 
fish  being  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  5oz.,  and  lib.  loz.  Several 
other  anglers  have  also  taken  good  samples  of  this 
fish.  The  principal  catches  of  bream  have  weighed 
3J,  3,  31,  2J,  2a  and  2  stone.  Fishing  in  free  waters, 
one  of  our  members  has  landed  a  bream  of  5^1b.  on 
finest  roach  tackle,  with  a  lady's  cane  rod  weighing 
7oz.— P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
have  gone  down  and  are  now  running  low  and  clear, 
the  fresh  of  water  soon  running  off.  The  fish  are 
moving  v/ell  in  the  evening,  and  angling  has  been 
good  with  fly.  '  Bottom  fishing  with  wasp  grub  is 
successful,  and  good  trout  have  been  landed.  Grayling 
move  well  at  the  fly,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  taken. 

— GWYNNE. 

Lugs',   Arrow,   and    Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  still  run  low  and  clear.  Sport  has  been  variable 
— on  some  stretches  fairly  good  baskets  have  been 
made  ;  others  not  so  satisfactory.  Most  days  we  have 
had  clouds,  and  at  times  a  nice  breeze.  Yellow  Dun, 
Silver  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  July 
Gnat,  and  Red  Spinner  have  done  most.  Yet  there 
are  also  out  a  variety  of  other  flies  : — July  Dun, 
August  Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Black  Gnat,  Fern,  Froghop, 
Caddis,  Ginger  Moth,  Spinners,  and  Coachman,  the 
four  latter  for  evening.  With  fairly  favourable 
weather  sport  may  be  anticipated  the  coming-  week. 
Grayling  have  taken  to  rise  pretty  freely — that  is  the 
smaller  ones  ;  it  is  a  little  too  early  yet  for  the  larger 
fish  to  be  moving. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  The  more  than  usual 
prevalency  of  angling  may  be  accounted  for  in  a 
measure  by  the  exceptionally  nice  season  we  are 
experiencing,  for  I  have  not  seen  more  activity  in 
local  angling  circles  here,  but  certainly  a  great  impetus 
has  been  given  it  by  the  interest  of  Signor  Pepi,  the 
Italian  quick-change  artist,  who  is  doing  his  best  here 
to  encourage  our  local  anglers,  and  last  week  he  oft'ered 
a  gold  watch  for  the  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  river, 
but  the  winner  (Mr.  E.  Ellington)  took  the  prize  with 
only  a  14oz.  roach.  Bream  are  still  well  on  the  feed. 
Many  of  our  anglers  have  camped  at  Alwalton,  Lynch, 
Waternewton,  etc. ;  the  :best  catch  reported  this 
week  was.  at  Waternewton,  nearly  100  roach  being 
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taken,  the  best  fish  lilb.,  and  twenty  others  weighing 
between  lib.  and  Jib.— E.  A.  K. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— During  the  past 
few  days  slight  showerp  have  fallen,  but  nothing 
sufficient  to  materially  alter  the  condition  of  the  river. 
At  time  of  reporting  (Aug.  7)  there  are  indications  of 
more  rain  in  the  near  future.  Light  baskets  are  still 
the  order  of  the  day.  At  Ottery  St.  Mary  to-day 
(Aug.  7)  there  was  a  slight  rise  of  fish  between  eleven 
and  one  o'clock,  and  a  little  sport  was  had  by  u.sing 
small  Red  and  Badger  Hackled  Quills.  The  evening 
rise  usually  commences  about  8  I'.m.,  when  there  is  a 
chance  of  securing  a  brace  or  so  of  large  trout. — Heuon. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — A  nice  steady  rain  has 
favoured  the  anglers  here,  and  fishing  reports  are  a 
little  better.  Roach  from  12oz.  up  to  lib.  lOJoz.  have 
been  sent  in.  Some  nice  perch  have  been  taken  in 
the  Staunch  Pit,  and  one  of  those  nice  specimen 
golden  carp,  apparently  about  'Jib.,  was  hooked,  but 
unfortunately  the  roach  tackle  parted  and  the  fish 
lost.  It  is  hardly  ad^^sable  for  anglers  to  come  from 
a  great  distance  as  the  waters  are  so  very  clear,  but 
should  these  rains  continue  they  ought  to  soon  be 
well  repaid  for  such  visits  to  St.  Ives  and  districts. — 
Edwabd  Collinson. 

 (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  still  clear,  and  sport 

in  consequence  has  not  been  very  brisk  during  the 
holiday  time.  The  best  catch  of  bream  that  I  have 
heard  of  was  made  on  Aug.  4  by  two  London  anglers 
who  got  about  201b.  during  the  daytime,  but  none 
went  over  21b. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — Some  thunder-showers  have  improved 
the  rivers  a  little  and  a  few  peal  have  been  taken,  but 
several  have  been  lost.  My  daughter  had  another  the 
other  evening,  and  Mr.  Winsor  had  a  nice  one  also. 
There  are  plenty  of  peal  in  the  pools,  and  I  cannot 
understand  why  more  are  not  taken. — W.  Heaeueb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Throughout  the  whole  of  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  wished,  as  far  as 
holiday  making  is  concerned,  and  the  many  excur- 
sionists who  visited  this  neighbourhood  appeared  to 
enjoy  themselves  to  their  heart's  content ;  as  all 
these  rivers  were,  and  are  still,  in  very  good  condition 
for  angling,  those  who  patronised  the  gentle  art  had 
every  opportunity  of  doing  so  under  the  most  favour- 
able surroundings,  and  although  those  in  pursuit  of 
trout  did  not  fill  their  baskets  so  full  as  they  might 
wish,  yet  very  good  sport  was  obtained  amongst  other 
kinds  of  fish ;  many  nice  roach,  dace,  and  chub 
were  captured,  and  also  a  few  nice  perch. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Harbours,  and  Chichester 
Canal. — Notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  rain  that 
has  fallen,  the  upper  reaches  of  the  rivers  are  too 
bright  for  successful  sport.  In  the  Lewes  and  Hamsey 
portion  of  the  Ouse  fish  have  been  off  feed,  but  fair- 
sized  roach  havei  been  captured  above  Barcombe  flour 
mills.  A  few  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Adur  and 
at  Cuckmere,  but  sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. 
The  canal  at  Chichester  is  far  too  weedy,  yet  the 
water  is  in  good  colour.  The  takes  of  the  week  have 
been  roach  up  to  lOoz.,  bream  of  IJlb.,  and  tench  up 
to  21b.  2oz.  Eels  have  been  remunerative  ;  one  of  51b. 
was  taken  recently  with  live  bait.  Some  good  bass' 
are  in  the  harbours  and  on  the  coast ;  a  fish  of  9f  lb. 
was  captured  recently  in  Chichester  harbour. — G.  P. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear,  but  the 
fresh  has  run  oS,  and  it  is  a  fair  level.  Angling  has 
been  fairly  brisk  of  late,  and  it  being  holiday  time 
there  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  on  the  river ; 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  late  rain  seemed 
to  have  moved  the  fish,  and  they  have  been  rising 
better  and  sporting  at  fly  well.  There  has  been  a 
good  number  of  bottom  fishers  out,  and  have  used 
wasp,  grub,  and  worm,  and  some  good  lots  of  fine 
trout  have  been  landed.  On  Saturday  an  angler  tried 
Red  Palmer,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Black  Gnat,  and  took 
three  brace  of  nice  trout  and  grayling.  With  wasp 
grub  on  Monday  some  good  trout  Jib.  and  fib.  each 
were  landed  above  the  town. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  rain 
some  days  back  greatly  improved  the  water,  and  the 
fish  have  been  moving  well  ever  since.  Angling  during 
this  holiday  time  has  been  fairly  good.  The  fish  have 
been  rising  at  Yellow  Dun,  Red  and  Black  Palmer, 
Coachman,  Silver  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Black  Gnat, 
and  July  and  August  Duns.  A  good  few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken. — 

WORCESTEB. 

Trent  (Newark). — Barbel  fishermen  have  not  met 
with  the  sport  anticipated,  the  fish  rmming  small  and 
chary  of  feeding.  On  Bank  Holiday  Mr.  D.  Slater 
landed  six  from  the  Holme  Water,  and  lower  down  a 
few  have  been  taken.  At  the  club  room  on  the  same 
day  there  was  a  good  show  of  bream,  gentles  being  the 
lure.  Mr.  W.  Garrard  and  others  showed  fish  reaching 
close  upon  31b.  each,  a  big  tray  of  dace  taken  by 
Mr.  T.  Davis  also  being  on  view — the  best  lot  seen  for 
some  time.  Some  stones  of  roach  have  been  taken 
quite  close  to  the  town  with  malt  by  Mr.  Bentley, 
Mr.  Segg  and  others,  the  fish  feeding  freely  on  Monday 


98 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  10,  1901 


morning  (Aug.  5) ;  the  Trent  is  now  in  good  order 
for  grain  fishing. — Trentsideb. 

Whitton  and  Dunn. — The  weed  cutting  on  these 
waters  has  been  completed  this  fortnight,  and  some 
good  bags  have  been  secured,  especially  on  the  former 
streams. — G.  Moore. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  LincolnsMre).— 
A  great  many  anglers  came  down  to  Boston  for  Bank 
Holiday.  From  the  drains  about  the  town  takes  of 
roach  201b.  and  upwards  have  been  taken  from  the 
Cowbridge  section  of  the  Bargate  Drain.  Several 
tench  up  to  Sib.  have  also  ornamented  the  baskets. 
The  Mount  Pleasant  Drain  has  also  yielded  pretty 
well.  Bream  have  been  awkward  to  take  both  here 
and  on  the  Hob  Hole  Drain  at  Old  Leake.  Only 
roach  have  been  captured  here.  The  rains  have 
caused  a  rise  both  on  these  drains  and  on  the  Witham. 
The  rains  have  done  good,  from  an  angling  point  of 
view.  -From  Dogdyke,  Tattershall,  and  Stixwold  not 
only  have  good  takes  been  obtained,  but  wonderfully 
fine  fish.  About  the  ferry  at  Dogdyke  some  exceed- 
ingly fine  fish  have  been  landed.  Weeds  were  bother- 
ing at  Tattershall,  but  variety  was  given  to  the  takes 
bj'  some  heavy  tench.  Pike  fishing  in  this  neighbour- 
hood is  causing  attention,  but  the  fish  run  small. 
Some  big  perch  have  also  come  from  Anton  Gowts 
lock.  Lincoln  anglers  have  been  having  a  good  time 
about  Bardney. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing  during 
the  past  week  and  a  great  many  anglers  have  been 
out,  but  very  few  fish  caught.  The  Wye  and  higher 
reaches  of  the  Derwent  hBing  very  low  and  clear,  the 
best  time  is  late  in  the  evening ;  a  few  good  ones 
have  been  secured  at  this  time,  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  producing 
the  best  fish.  Mr.  D.  Palmer  Pearson,  fishing 
Collingwood!s  stream,  Matlock  Dale,  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  3,  caught  two  grayling,  one  weighing  lib.  14oz. 
and  the  other  lib.  Goz.,  taken  with  fly — Gold- 
Eyed  Gauze  Wing,  body,  very  pale  yellowish- 
green  floss  silk  ;  legs,  palest  blue  dun  Tiackle  ;  wings, 
any  transparent  feather,  stained  slightly  green. 
(Ronald's  pattern.)  The  weather  appears  settled  again 
now,  and  the  prospects  fairly  good.  Useful  flies  are 
Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Brown  and  Red  Spinners, 
Throstle  Wing,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. — 
All  our  rivers  have  been  well  patronised  by  the  holi- 
day anglers,  but  as  a  rule  sport  has  not  been  remark- 
able. Still,  for  all  that,  the  bottom  fishermen  have 
had  little  to  complain  about,  and  the  Wasp  Grub  has 
proved  a  particularly  enticing  bait  for  roach.  At  the 
annual  competition  of  the  Yarra  association  in 
the  Yore  on  Monday,  Mr.  G.  Ramsay  killed 
111b.  14oz.  with  it  and  won  the  first  prize;  Mr.  J. 
Clapham  was  second,  and  Mr.  R.  Goldsborough, 
third.  All  the  competitors  caught  fish  and  had  an 
enjoyable  afternoon.  Special  prizes  fell  to  Messrs. 
Ramsay  and  E.  Adamson  for  specimen  roach  and 
dace.  Trout  fishing  has  been  fair.  I  had  some 
good  sport  to-day  (Aug.  7),  and  J.  CoUinson 
caught  half  -  a  -  dozen  fine  fish  before  breakfast 
this  morning  with  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon ; 
this  and  the  natural  minnow  are  more  in  favour 
just  now  than  the  fly.  The  thirty-fourth  all-England 
(Leeds)  angling  competition  took  place  on  the 
Swale  at  Skipton  Bridge,  near  Thirsk,  on  Monday. 
Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  rodsters  competed  for 
the  £25,  money,  and  numerous  other  prizes  given 
by  friends.  All  sorts  and  conditions  of  fish  were 
caught,  the  largest  a  chub  of  31b.  The  most 
successful  anglers  were :  —  Messrs.  H.  Grimshaw, 
Lgeds ;  W.  Henderson,  York ;  Dennison,  Ilkley ; 
Scratchard,  Leeds;  King,  Leeds;  A.  Heaton,  Cross- 
gate  ;  Swan,  Bradford ;  Whitaker,  Keighley ;  Thormes, 
Leeds  ;  A.  Westwick,  Thirsk  ;  T,  Haley,  Leeds ;  J.  Duce, 
Leeds  ;  N.  H.  Lamber,  Silsden.  The  Old  Ebor  (York), 
the  Groves  (York),  the  Royal  Oak  (York),  Terry's 
(York),  and  others  had  competitions  on  Monday  with 
varied  success. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS.  - 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  July  29  Mrs.  Baker  fished  Loch  Boarlan,  and 
landed  two  dozen  trout,  91b.,  Major  and  Mrs.  Baker  on 
Loch  Urigill,  five  dozen,  19Jlb.  On  30th  Mr.  Baker 
caught  thirty-four  trout,  lljlb.,  on  Loch  Cama;  and 
Major  and  Mrs.  Baker,  on  same  loch,  thirty  trout, 
ll^lb.--B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 

Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  Mait- 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  hair,  Is.  per  dozen.  Yard 
roach  bottoms,  with  hook  attached,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  2  yards, 
43.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  Os.  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free.  White 
or  chestnnt  waterproof  roach  lines,  50  yards,  fine,  2s.  ;  extra  fine. 
Is.  9d.  each.  Nottingham  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  light 
cork '.•alanced  handle,  double  brazed,  super  finish,  "  best  value 
ever  offered,"  10s.  6d.  Wasp  grub,  specially  prepared,  Is.  3d.  per 
box,  post  free.  "The  Bottom  Fishers  Tackle  Book,"  e.xtra 
value,  3s.  3d.,  post  free.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Pepot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


land—July  29  (15,  51b.) ;  30th  (23,  T.^lb.) ;  Aug.  2  (4, 
31b.,  1  sea-trout,  IJlb.) ;  3rd  (8,  41b.)r  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Penruddock— July  29  (10,  4Jlb.) ;  30th  (Gib.) ;  31st  (14, 
51b.);  Aug.  3  (8,  31b.).  Drs.  Dean  and  Munro  — 
Aug.  1  (15ilb.);  3rd  (13,  4Jlb).  Mr."  and  Mrs.  Waters 
—Aug.  2  (il,  61b.) ;  3rd.  (17,  71b.).— David  Muneo. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thnrso,  N.B.)— On 
July  29,  Mr.  Foster,  Oxtend,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  had 
eight  trout,  41b.  On  July  30,  Messrs.  Foster,  on 
Loch  More,  eight,  41b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Foster,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  twenty-one,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Watson  and  Roy, 
Glasgow,  on  Loch  Carnacho,  forty-three,  241b.  On 
Aug.  1,  Rev.  Mr.  Foster,  on  Loch  Carnacho,  eight, 
averaging  lib.  each.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Foster,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  twenty-one,  101b.  On  Aug.  3,  Messrs.  Foster, 
on  Loch'Doune,  ten,  61b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — These  two  border  rivers 
still  continue  to  run  low,  and  though  well  stocked 
with  fish,  especially  in  the  best  pools,  there  has  been 
little  sport  excepting  at  night  after  dusk.  Fairly  good 
catches  of  herling  have  been  made  in  Canonbie  waters, 
both  in  the  Esk  and  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddlo 
below  Penton  Linns.  Fishing  in  Langholm  water 
Mr.  W.  McMillan,  Langholm,  had  two  nice  sea-trout, 
and  Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  Langholm,  caught  two  sea- 
trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  J.  Young,  Langholm, 
had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.  in  the  same  water.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Esk  Mr.  T.  Hogg  and  Mr.  J. 
Fletcher  had  each  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  Young  lauded  a 
salmon  last  week  of  about  101b.  above  Skipper's  Bridge. 
In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  Major  the 
Hon.  T.  Braind  and  Lady  Brand  had  sea-trout  and 
herling.  In  Garwald  water  above  Langholm  Messrs. 
Elliott,  Langholm,  had  a  fine  basket  of  nice  sea-trout. 
Messrs.  J.  Armstrong,  Greenburn,  Robert  Steele  and 
J.  Jardiiae,  Canonbie,  and  Frank  Little,  Byreburnfool, 
have  had  moderate  baskets  of  herling.  Dr.  Anderson, 
Eskbank,  Canonbie,  creeled  two  sea-trout  and  fourteen 
herling.  IMr.  J.  Graham,  Hollows,  has  had  twenty 
herling  during  the  past  few  days.  Mr. .  ]M.  Steele, 
Canonbie,  caught  fourteen  herling  at  one  fishing  in 
Canonbie  water.  Dr.  Belilio,  staying  at  Wood  House, 
Canonbie,  had  a  sea-trout  and  nine  herling  at  a  fishing. 
Dr.  Burrell,  Cross  Keys,  has  had  some  fair  takes  of 
herling.  The  Rev.  Mr!  Haydon  had  twenty-one  herling 
in  a  few  days'  fishing  in  the  mid  reachas,  while  Mr. 
Dods  caught  ten  herling.  Mr.  Weatherstone  had  a 
sea-trout  and  three  herling  at  a  fishing  in  Langholm 
water.  In  the  lower  waters  Mr.  H.  Foster,  Longtown, 
has  had  some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling. 
Mr.  S.  McKune,  Gilnockie  Cottage,  had  six  herling  at 
a  night's  fishing  in  Canonbie  water ;  and  Dr.  Bauchope, 
staying  at  Sunnybrae,  had  a  sea-trout  and  ten  herling. 
Baskets  got  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle  continue 
to  be  small,  yet  a  fair  number  of  sea-trout  and  herling 
are  being  caught  in  Sandholm  and  other  pools  below 
New  Castleton,  a  very  cheap  place  to  put  up  at. 
There  was  a  distinct  falling  off  in  the  catches  of 
salmon  in  the  Solway  Firth  nets  dm-ing  the  past  week. 
On  account  of  the  lowness  of  the  rivers  there  is  not 
much  lead  given  to  fish  running  up  the  channel  and 
entering  the  rivers.  At  the  different  fishing  stations 
very  few  salmon  were  taken  over  201b.  in  weight.  The 
show  of  grilse  continues  very  poor,  and  many  of  the 
haaf  fishermen  have  not  had  a  single  grilse  this  season. 
The  sea-trout  rdigration  is  at  an  end.  Some  rain  fell 
on  Saturday  and  Tuesday  in  the  Langholm  district, 
which  freshened  the  waters.  Fishing  in  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  T.  Morrison  creeled  four  sea-trout  and  one 
herling;  Mr.  F.  Fayre  Loch,  staying  at  Mr.  Wm. 
Douglas's  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  had 
ten  yellow  trout  and  one  sea-trout ;  Mr.  0.  Weather- 
stone  caught  nine  herling  and  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  C. 
Rose  had  one  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Lang- 
holm, writes  me  that  the  weather  is  duller  and 
barometer  falling. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (BaniFshire). — This  river  is  again  very 
low  and  clear  and  fish  are  exceedingly  shy  to  take,  so 
that  the  success  of  anglers  is  no  better  than  it  has 
been  since  the  summer  season  commenced.  The  late 
rainfall  induced  fish  to  enter,  and  the  net  fishermen 
on  the  lower  sections  have  netted  a  number  of  grilse, 
salmon,  and  trout  during  the  past  week.  There  has 
been  a  splendid  fishing  on  the  coast.  At  most  of  the 
stations  large  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  getting 
daily.  Some  of  the  salmon  caught  reached  the  weight 
of  301b.,  and  the  average  not  less  than  151b.  Grilse 
are  also  keeping  up  well,  the  average  weight  being  51b. 
to  61b.  The  quality  is  rather  better  than  that  of  the 
previous  year.  From  the  Deveron  and  coast  stations 
for  last  week  thirty  large  boxes  of  an  average  weight 
of  2cwt.  were  consigned  to  the  markets.  At  corre- 
sponding week  last  year,  when  the  grilse  fishing  was 
heavy,  the  number  of  boxes  sent  was  thirty-two.  The 
net'fishing  on  the  coast  at  Gardenstown  is  also  proving 
fairly  remunerative. — H.  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had;— Colonel  Macpherson — July  25  (1 
salmon,  7ilb.).  Mr.  J.  Hooper— July  26  (1  grilse,  31b.). 
Mr.  Hooper— July  26  (6,  31b.).  Mr.  King— July  26 
(1,  lib.) ;  29th  (24,  91b.) ;  30th  (11,  41b.)  ;  Aug.  1 
(13,  41b.) ;  3rd  (13,  4 Jib.).  Mr.  Finlaytor— July  26 
(8,  41b.),    Captain  Kinnard— July  29  (5,  31b.) ;  Aug.  3 


(4,31b.).  Mr.  Margetson— July  29  (11,  61b.);  Aug.  2 
(1  grilse,  4Jlb.).  Mr.  Webster— July  30  (1,  IJlb.)  ; 
Aug.  1  (4,  21b.) ;  2nd  (1  grilse,  3ilb.)  ;  3rd  (1  grilse, 
51b.)  The  long  looked  for  sport  has  come  at  last. 
Sport  for  the  coming  week  ought  to  be  good. — W. 
Wallace. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  Isla  and  its  tributaries— the 
Shee,  Ardle,  Blaokwater,  and  Erioht  — are  running  as 
low  and  clear  as  they  have  done  for  many  years.  For 
the  time  trout  are  off  the  feed,  and  fair  creels  are  only 
to  be  had  with  worm  or  minnow  in  the  streams  in  the 
early  morning  or  in  the  evening.  The  lochs  are  still 
doing  fairly  well,  but  though  there  is  generally  a 
breeze  which  raises  the  favourite  ripple,  trout  are  not 
rising  so  freely,  but  some  heavy  fish  in  the  best  con- 
dition are  sometimes  got.  Last  week  a  good  few 
shooting  tenants  arrived  to  get  some  angling  before 
opening  the  campaign  against  the  grouse. — Iasgair. 

Lochinver  (Sutherland,  N.B.).  —  The  salmon 
angling  has  been  very  successful  for  some  time  past, 
one  or  two  salmon  and  grilse  and  some  sea-trout 
falling  to  most  rods  every  day.  The  brown  trout  are 
doing  fairly  well  since  the  rain  came  on.  Prospects 
are  fairly  good. — J.  Mackenzie. 

Loch  Iieven  (Kinross). — Anglers  continue  to  have 
excellent  sport  here,  the  weather  being  dull  though 
little  rain  has  fallen.  Three  clubs  competed,  the 
prize-winners  being  : — Mr.  Lewis  S.  Spence  (Edinburgh 
St.  Andrew  Club),  twenty-one  trout,  131b.  12oz.  ;  Mr. 
T.  Aitken  (Leith  Fly-fishers'  Association),  eighteen 
trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  A.  Paterson  (Glasgow  Clydesdale 
Club),  thirteen  trout,  81b.  13oz.  The  following  were 
the  catches  by  private  parties  : — Masters  Tom  and  Roy 
Wilson,  Falkirk,  forty  trout,  291b. ;  Mr.  Robertson, 
Glasgow,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Messrs.  Howe, 
Kinross,  and  Reid  and  Smith,  Cowdenbeath,  who  went 
out  in  the  afternoon,  had  thirty  trout,  211b. ;  Mr. 
Dunsmore,~Perth,  twentj'-one  trout,  141b.  Soz. ;  Messrs. 
Kerr  and  Galbraith,  Glasgow,  twenty-two  trout,  171b. ; 
Mr.  S.  Stevenson,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Evans,  Cardiff, 
thirty-seven  trout,  231b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Tanqueray  and  Mr. 
Cunningham,  Edinburgh  (two  days),  forty-one  trout, 
341b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Howe,  Kinross,  and  Mr.  G.  Watson, 
Kelty,  seventeen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Plockhart,  Auna- 
croich,  and  Messrs.  Henderson,  Linlithgow,  twenty- 
eight  trout,  181b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Gibb,  Pittenchar,  and  Mr. 
Paed,  Edinburgh,  thirty-eight  trout,  281b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Bogie,  Kinross,  twenty-five  trout,  211b.  ;  Dr.  Anderson, 
Strathmiglo,  and  Mr.  Leburn,  Gateside,  fourteen 
trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Guthrie,  Kirkcaldy,  and  Mr.  Smith, 
Newcastle,  twenty-three  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  Stevenson 
and  Mr.  Shettleton,  Glasgow,  captured,  in  two  days, 
fifty  trout,  361b. ;  Mr.  Gilroy  and  Mr.  Dennis,  Havre, 
in  a  day  and  an  afternoon,  thirty-five  trout,  331b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Durward  Lely,  twenty-three  trout,  171b.  Soz. ; 
Mr.  Durward  Lely  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Robertson,  twenty- 
two  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  F.  G.  D.  Gibson,  Edinburgh, 
twelve  trout,  121h. ;  Mr.  Mowat  and  Mr.  McLean, 
Perth,  thirty-nine  trout,  281b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Pulford  and 
Mr.  Primrose,  Dumfries,  sixteen  trout,  121b.  Soz. ;  Mr. 
J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  fifteen  trout,  151b. ;  Tilr.  Paterson, 
Rothesay,  nineteen  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Corstorphine, 
twenty-four  trout,  211b.  ;  Mr.  D.  C.  Greig,  South 
Africa,  eighteen  trout,  121b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Wilson, 
Callander  (two  days),  forty-two  trout,  3Slb. ;  Mr. 
Thomson  and  Mr.  Breingan,  Cowdenbeath,  thirty-four 
trout,  261b. ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout, 
121b. ;  Dr.  Mungle  and  Mr.  John  Sands,  Kinross, 
twenty-five  trout,  151b.  Soz. ;  Mr.  John  Williamson, 
Loanhead,  and  Mr.  William  Tod,  Kinross,  twenty- 
three  trout,  171b.  There  were  captured  with  the  rod 
last  month  20S3  trout,  which  weighed  14901b.  Only 
some  four  or  five  hundred  trout  were  captured  until 
within  eight  days  of  the  end  of  the  month,  when  a 
great  improvement  in  sport  took  place. — Robert 
Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers).— Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  July  30,  Mr.  Tilston's  boat- 
men killed  six  sea-trout  and  six  bro  3  trout,  weighing 
71b. ;  on  July  31,  one  trout,  3^1b.  ;  and  on  August  1, 
twenty-four  trout,  81b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Ruthven.— On  July  22,  Messrs.  G.  A.  D. 
Kirkland  and  Guthrie  had  twenty  trout,  61b. ;  24th, 
fifteen,  6^1b. ;  25th,  seventeen,  7|lb. ;  26th,  fourteen, 
71b.;  27th,  twenty-nine,  13Jlb.  On  July  24  Messrs. 
W.  J.  McLean,  D.  McLennan,  Geo.  Gallon,  and  Jno. 
Finlayson  had  seventy-eight  trout,  421b. — J.  Graham 
&  Co, 

North-East  of  Scotland.— A  slight  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  weather  conditions,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence more  sport  has  been  obtained  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  weeks  back.  The  Dee  rose  about 
four  inches  with  the  recent  heavy  rains,  but  as  quickly 
fell  back  again.  However,  the  rise  brought  up  some 
fresh  grilse,  and  these  have  been  got  here  and  there 
between  Banchory  and  Aberdeen.  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  passed  through  from  Duff  House 
to  Mar  Lodge  on  Saturday  last  just  as  the  London 
Scottish  were  detraining  at  Aberdeen  Station.  Her 
pools  on  the  upper  part  of  the  Dee  are  teeming  with 
fish,  and  her  season  will  in  all  likelihood  be  a 
record  one.  Mr.  Neumann  is  at  Invercauld,  where 
some  good  sport  is  also  to  be  got ;  the  -Marquis  of 
Huntly  at  Aboyne,  Mr.  Keillor  at  Morven,  Mr.  W.  E. 
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Nicol  at  Ballogie,  and  after  the  flush  of  the  "  Twelfth," 
when  the  nets  are  off,  angling  will  be  earnestly  taken 
in  hand  should  there  be  sufficient  water.  On  the  Don 
good  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made  chiefly  by  those 
essaying  baits,  but  the  fly  is  not  in  it  except  to  night 
anglers.  On  the  Ythan  good  sport  is  being  got  on  the 
tidal  waters,  but  little  or  nothing  higher  up.  On  the 
Ugie  grilse  are  running  freely,  and  sport  is  steadily  on 
the  increase.  Last  week  Mr.  Ingram,  Bronte  Cottage, 
had  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Alex.  Young,  Mount  Pleasant, 
a  fine  grilse  of  51b.  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson,  Inverugie' 
had  a  grilse  of  81b.  and  a  sea  trout  of  IJlb.  ;  while  Mr! 
Clem  Lumsden,  India,  had  one  grilsa  of  31b.  and  one 
sea  trout :  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson,  India,  one  sea  trout ; 
Mr.  John  Pyper,  Peterhead,  one  sea  trout;  Dr.  George 
Neven,  Manchester,  and  Mr.  James  Shevas,  Peterhead, 
one  sea  trout  each  of  31b.  In  short,  this  little  river  is 
the  only  spot  in  the  north  where  any  sport  is  being 
got,  except  on  the  Findhorn,  where  Mr.  Stewart, 
W.  S.,  Edinburgh,  and  some  others  are  making  fair 
baskets  of  trout.  The  grilse  season  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
Deveron  and  all  around  the  coast  has  been  a  dead 
failure,  and  little  more  is-now  expected  of  the  salmon 

season  till  the  nets  are  taken  off  on  Aug.  26.  G.  M. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  J.airg|  N.B.).— 
On  Aug.  2,  Sir  John  and  Lady  Rogers  made  a  basket 
of  five  sea-trout,  Mr.  D.  Maclvor  had  four  sea-trout, 
heaviest  2ilb.,  and  Messrs.  Stodart,  on  Gorm  Loch 
forty-six  trout,  131b. — B.  ' 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  much  improved 
m  a  number  of  the  border  rivers,  despite  the  extra 
low  condition  of  the  rivers.  Little  rain  has  fallen, 
though  there  was  a  heavy  shower  this  (Wednesday) 
morning,  and  frequent  rain  this  afternoon,  but  the 
rivers  remain  unchanged  and  are  as  low  as  ever. 
Large  quantities  of  herling  are  ascending  the  riversj 
and  this  is  especially  the  case  with  the  Annan! 
In  the  Annan  large  quantities  of  herling  have  been 
ascendmg  the  river  during  the  past  ten  days,  and  in 
the  lower  reaches  close  to  the  town  the  pools  are 
literally  swarming  with  fine  trout.  Mr.  P.  McGiverin 
caught  considerably  over  two  hundred  herling  in  Mr 
Lees'  portion  of  the  Annan  at  Northfield  in  less  than 
.ourteen  evenings  with  fly.  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  had 
several  nice  catches  on  the  same  water,  as  also  had 
Mr  -T.  Shortbridge  Tweedie.  In  the  Galabank 
water,  Mr.  Wm.  Wright  had  thirty  herlino-. 
He  also  took  at  1;he  same  outing  on  Monday 
evening  two  sea-trout,  weighing  3Jlb.  and  Iflb. 
Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  took  seventeen  herling  in 
the  Howes  Pool  with  fly.  IVfr.  J.  C.  Thexton 
caught  a  yellow  trout  of  2 Jib.,  and  a  nice  basket 
Of  herling  m  the  Fish  House  water.  Mr.  Harry 
Hudson,  Oldham,  landed  a  fine  lot  of  good  herling 
m  Galabank  Pool  and  the  Fish  House  portion 
with  the  brandling  worm  during  the  daytime 
and  fly  after  dark.  Mr.  Jas.  Bonner  had  good 
sport  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  while  fishing  with 
Mr.  Hudson.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Bonner  had  a  fine 
catch  of  about  twenty  herling  with  worm.  Mr  John 
Laurie  had  several  fine  baskets  of  herling  up  to  about 
twenty,  and  Mr.  Walter  Ogilvie  had  nine  or  ten 
herling  at  each  outing.  Mr.  Benson  caught  a  few 
fine  fish  m  Galabank  Pool,  and  Mr.  Cartwright  had 
ly  Saturday  evening,  and  one  sea-trout 
in  Worthfield  stream.  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  had 
some  fine  fish  at  Violet  Bank,  and  Mr.  D.-Loudon 
junior,  took  a  good  basket.  Mr.  T.  Parish  had  six 
herlmg  on  August  3  with  fly  at  Northfield  ;  and  several 
salmon  were  seen  rising  in  the  pool  below  Galabank  on 
August  5  and  6.  The  putting  ofi  of  the  drift  nets  in 
tT  X.?-!^'?  advantage  to  the  rivers  this  year, 

ihe  Nith  IS  very  low  and  clear,  and  a  flood  is  much 
wanted  to  let  the  herling  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches. 
In  the  stretches  above  the  town  of  Dumfries  herling 


are  now  caught  nightly  with  fly.  The  Galloway 
RiVBBS. — All  the  streams  arc  too  low  for  good  catches 
of  trout,  yet  a  number  of  herling  are  being  secured  after 
dark.  The  upper  reaches  of  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  are 
quite  dry,  and  in  the  tributaries  the  water  has  dis- 
appeared from  sight.  The  Ayrshibe  Rivkhs.— 
Angling  is  very  poor  this  week  in  the  rivers,  and 
the  sport  on  the  locks  is  also  disappointing.— 
Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Although  the  river  has  been 
very  low,  good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  on  some  of  the 
reaches,  no  doubt  due  in  a  measure  to  the  perseverance 
of  the  angler.  From  the  Wester  Blchies  water  on 
July  30  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman,  landed  a  salmon  of 
81b.;  on  July  31,  another  of  the  same  weight,  besides 
two  grilse  of  61b.  each  ;  on  Aug.  1,  a  grilse  of  01b.  On 
July  31  he  had  also  a  salmon  of  81b.  and  a  grilse  of 
41b.  On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Willets,  Aberlour,  killed  a 
salmon  of  121b. ;  and  on  July  31,  a  grilse  of  51b.  On 
the  same  water  Mr.  Hardman,  Aberlour,  killed  a 
salmon  of  81b.  and  a  grilse  of  51b.— J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Toome  Bridge,  co.  Antrim).— This  river 
IS  running  very  low  and  clear,  no  rain  having  fallen, 
only  showers,  for  the  past  seven  weeks.  The  tributaries 
are  now  mere  rivulets  and  the  few  red  salmon  that 
they  hold  are  certain  to  be  killed  by  the  flax  water 
should  a  flood  not  come  within  the  coming  ten  days. 
The  Bann  is  yet  clear  of  the  poisonous  water  and  will 
remain  so  till  a  flood  comes  to  bring  it  in  from  the 
tributaries.  Some  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  fly 
in  the  past  week.  Lord  Shaftesbury  landed  two  of  81b. 
each  on  the  Caronroe  section,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson' 
two  grilse  of  61b.  each.  On  the  Kilrea  reach  Mr' 
Ardale  had  one  grilse,  51b.  Trout  continue  to  take  the 
fly  on  all  the  reaches. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  local  rivers  are  in 
a  very  bad  state  for  want  of  water.  Sea-trout  are  up  the 
tideway  of  the  Lagan  as  far  as  "  Molly  Wards,"  and 
some  baskets  have  been  taken  in  that  bve-wash.  From 
Leathemstown  Dams  we  hear  of  moderate  trouting 
one  angler  securing  twenty-five  fish  averaging  Jib.,  and 
another  angler  had  thirteen  on  Tuesday.  Troutin» 
on  the  Woodburn  Dams  is^  little  better.  Mr.  Frank 
Fittis,  of  "  Savage  South  Africa,"  and  Mr.  Pittis,  jun., 
were  out  several  days  on  Dundrum  River  with  fair 
success. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.— Very  little  doing  at  present  on  the 
principal  Cork  rivers,  and  on  the  minor  waters  angling 
has  been  practically  at  a  standstill  owing  to  low 
waters.— T.  J.  D.  ^  . 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  bright  and  at  times  chilly 
weather  of  the  past  week  affected  salmon  fishing,  and 
the  low  state  of  the  water  further  reduced  the  chances 
of  sport. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek;.— Sport  some- 
what improved  during  the  past  week,  and  rain  has 
been  falling  at  intervals  for  the  last  few  days  and  a 
rise  of  water  in  the  river  is  hoped  for  soon.  The  following 
are  the  particulars  of  the  past  week :— Mr.  H.  Lees 
landed  two  fine  salmon  of  171b.  and  161b.,  Mr.  G. 
Cowell  landed  one  salmon  of  151b.,  Mr.  a!  Stiibbs 
landed  one  salmon  of  81b.,  Dr.  Buckley  landed  two 
salmon  of  81b.  and  61b.,  Mr.  Jos.  Hone,  landed  one  of 
81b.,  and  Mr.  Hewson  landed  one  salmon  of  16sib 
Mr.  G.  Cowell  and  Mr.  Buckley  caught  some  nice 
trout  also  during  the  past  week,  largest  21b.  Salmon 
fishing  prospects  are  much  better  at  time  of  writiog.- 
M.  RoQAN  AKD  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— All  the  Kerry  rivers  are  still  too 
low  for  successful  angling,  and  sport  has  been  poor  in 
all  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  very  poor  at -sea  and  brown  troiit, 
though  the  weather  conditions  have  improved.  Only 
two  salmon  were  had  last  week,  one  of  91b.  by  Major 
Reynolds  and  one  of  71b.  by  Dr.  Trant. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask.— Mr.  A.  Moore,  Mr.  Swan!  and  Mr. 
Ghatterton,  fishing  on  the  above  water  and  stayinc  at 
Kilbride  Lodge,  had  some  good  sport.  Mr.  Swan°on 
August  2,  killed  a  fine  gillaroo  weighing  41b. ;  Mr. 
Chatterton  also  killed  one  on  the  same  date  of  '4Jlb., 
both  fish  taken  on  the  fly.    Prospect  of  sport  is  very 

good,  as  we  had  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  August  3.  

-P.  Summbrville.  ° 

Lough  Mask  and  Corrib.— Fishing  on  these  waters 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  continues  good, 
and  some  large  pike  and  trout  have  been  creeled  since 
last  report.  One  pike  of  341b.  has  been  caught  by 
Colonel  Allix,  one  of  181b.  by  Mr.  Brooks,  and  several 
trout  on  the  fly  from  lib.  to  ^\h.  largest.  One  flne 
gillaroo  of  61b.  was  caught  on  Aug.  5  by  Mr.  Sabin, 
trolling.  The  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  has  much 
improved  since  cross-lining  and  illegal  fishing  were 
stopped.  Several  anglers  from  Mount  Gable  Hotel 
have  been  fishing  it  lately,  and  are  well  pleased  with 
the  sport. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — Some  capital  trout  fishing  was 
obtained  during  the  past  week.  The  following  anglers 
took  a  number  of  fine  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  °aud 
brown  trout :  The  Rev.  M.  Archdale,  Capt.  Thompson 
Mr.  B.  Conolly,  Mr.  C.  Morris,  Mr.  T.  Bailey  and 
Mr.  Paterson ;  from  ten  to  nineteen  was  the  average 


catch  of  trout  to  each  rod  per  day  and  most  of  the 
trout  taken  wore  chiefly  gillarooes  weighing  from 
lib.  to  21b.  The  Rev.  M.  Archdale,  was  the  most 
successful  angler,  and  succeeded  on  Aug.  5  in  landing 
a  splendid  brown  trout  of  6ilb.  on  a  small  lake  trout 
fly  and  on  a  ten-foot  trout  rod,  the  trout  playin"  for 
over  forty  minutes.  Trouting  continues  very  good  — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina  co 
Mayo).— Sport  poor  for  the  want  of  fresh  water' 
Plenty  of  grilse  and  some  salmon  in  most  of  the  pools 
Mr.  0.  Panton  had  two  grilse,  lO^lb. ;  Mr  Walker 
two  grilse,  131b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Roach,  one  salmon  101b' 
Sea-trout  are  taking  badly.  A  few  trout  were  got 
spinning  on  the  loughs,  also  some  jack,  largest  151b  — 
Pat  Hbarnes. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  County  Donegal).— Rain  has 
put  the  Owonea  into  better  form,  and  the  prospects  of 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  are  much  improved.  Up  to 
date  angling  has  been  poor,  owing  to  lack  of  water 
Anglers  fishing  the  Owenea  for  salmon  or  trout  pay  5s' 
per  day,  and  those  stopping  at  the  Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel' 
can  fish  several  lakes  free.  Anglers  are  permitted  to 
retain  thoir  takes  of  fish. — J.A.B. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— Sea-trout  are 
working  their  way  up  into  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses 
More  ram  is  wanted  badly.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Whit- 
ford  killed  a  nice  liag  of  clean-run  trout  on  Dungloe 
Lake,  heaviest  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Elkington,  on  Tuesday 
had  some  fish,  heaviest  2ilb.,  on  Loughanuro,  and  on 
the  same  water  Mr.  Burtleet  had  a  brace  of  sea-trout 
The  prospects  are  excellent.— J.A.B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  Yet 
another  blank  week  on  the  salmon  and  grilse  preserves. 
Water  still  too  low,  and  likely  to  continue  so  for  some 
time.  But  we  have  lovely  Lough  Derg  with  its 
myriads  of  big  trout,  pike,  roach,  rudd,  and  perch 
always  to  fall  back  upon.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— Although  rain  fell  in  the  past 
week  It  was  of  no  use  to  sport  on  the  Mourne,  Black- 
water,  Ballinderry,  or  other  Tyrone  streams.  As 
ferox  is  now  in  "the  steep,"  only  a  heavy  flood— and 
that  quickly— can  save  the  fish  from  destruction.— 
J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— On  Aug.  3  calm  sea  and  a  few  boats  og 
over  the  "Hospital"  ground;  4th,  calm  sea,  many 
boats  off,  small  "schools"  of  mackerel;  5th,  Bank 
Holiday,  numbers  of  boats  off,  and  one  or  two  small 
"  schools  "  of  mackerel  close  in;  6th,  sea  too  choppy 
for  boat  anglers  ;  and  to-day  (7th),  still  more  choppy 
wind  west. — H.  ■'' 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  monotony  of  seeing  small 
pouting  landed  was  varied  on  Saturday  last,  when  Mr 
Burgess  hooked  and  landed  a  handsome  lobster  scalint^ 
41b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Sexton  took  four  good  pollack  on  the 
evening's  tide,  and  a  few  others  were  also  captured 
On  the  following  day,  Mr.  Hutchings  had  a  very  fine 
red  mullet,  the  largest  I  have  ever  seen  in  this  locality 
Mr.  Richmond  took  premier  honours  on  Monday  with 
a  fine  string  of  pouting  and  one  codling,  but  other 
practised  anglers  did  but  little.  On  Tuesday,  Mr 
Bowles  made  a  fair  bag,  and  Mr.  Newell  managed  to 
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TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  AND  FRIDAY  TO 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS. 

To  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer 
bouthend-on-Sea,    Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze' 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh  South- 
wold,  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Trai\s  from 
London  (Liverpool  Street),  also  from  G.  E.  Suburban 
btations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued   from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  aiundesley-on-Sea  and  Cromer, 
CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEA-SIDE,  &e 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  AND  BACK,  2s.  6d.  daily 
by  Through  Fast  Trains  from  Liverpool  Street  and 
Fenchurch  Street.    Cheap  Through  Tickets  are  also 
issued  at  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metro 
politan  District  Railways 

T.^n^-'^S^°?i  VVALTON,  AND  HARWICH  AND 
±5AOK,  4S.  3d.  from  Liverpool  Street,  on  Sundays  at 
9.15  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  7.35  a.m.,  callin<'  at 
Stratford  at  9.25  and  7.45  a.m.  respectively  ° 

BROXBOURNE  AND  RYE  HOUSE,'  1/9  daily 
from  Liverpool  Street,  &c.,  and  on  Week-days  only 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town 

EPPING  FOREST,  1/0  daily  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  &c. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  Superintendent 
Liverpool  Street  Station,  E.G. 
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get  four  pollack,  four  or  five  dabs,  and  three  weavers. 
With  the  exception  of  a  nurse-dog  and  some  two  score  of 
pouting,  nothing  whatever  was  done  on  Wednesday. 
The  weather  is  now  fine,  with  strong  south-westerly 
vrind,  and  the  water  in  splendid  condition. — J. 
KiCHAEDSOS  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sport  has  been  good  in  all  departments 
since  last  report.  The  pollack  had  last  week  averaged 
about  61b.,  and  many  were  had  weighing  between  101b. 
and  161b.— T.  J.  D. 

Margpate. — Since  writing  last  a  good  breeze  set  in 
which  thickened  the  water ;  the  grey  mullet  have 
been  feeding  well.  Mr.  Gomm  and  self  have  taken 
over  seventy  fish  since  Aug.  1,  our  best  take  being  on 
Saturday  morning  last  between  the  hours  of  6  a.m.  and 
9  a.m.,  when  we  lauded  thirty-three  up  to  41b.,  the 
smallest  about  21b.  This  is  a  record  catch  of  mullet, 
at  all  events  about  here,  and  the  fish  have  been  photo- 
graphed. (If  you  think  it  will  interest  yoiu-  readers 
we  shall  be  pleased  to  forward  you  a  copy  for  repro- 
duction, with  a  few  lines  on  mullet  fishing.)  Prospects 
for  the  next  few  days  excellent. — F.  Daunou. 

Penzance  (Cornwall). — Good  sport  is  being  had 
by  rod  fishermen  from  the  pier-heads  at  Newlyn. 
Mounts  Bay  is  alive  with  boat  anglers,  and  good  sport 
is  being  had.  Our  fishing  fleet  is  preparing  for  a  fresh 
voyage. — H. 

Plymouth.. — We  have  had  an  ideal  week  for  sea 
fishing,  and  some  good  baskets  of  bass  have  been  taken. 
I  noticed  some  boats  during  the  last  few  days  at  the 
back  of  the  island  with  some  fishermen  that  were 
casting  for  pollack  or  bass  with  the  rod ;  they  were 
allowing  the  boat  to  drift  with  the  tide  and  fishing 
from  the  stern.  Good  sport  is  had  very  often  by  this 
means  and  the  biggest  fish  are  taken.  There  is  a 
large  quantity  of  whiting  being  caught  now — three  of 
our  fishermen,  fishing  near  the  Eddystone  or  about  a 
mile  or  so  inside,  caught  ninety-three  dozen  in  less 
than  four  hours,  and  they  were  fishing  only  about  five 
fathoms  deep.  This  proves  that  whiting  do  not 
always  feed  to  the  bottom.  There  is  plenty  of  pier 
fishing  of  all  kinds  for  those  who  do  not  like  the  boat, 
although  at  the  present  time  the  sea  is  quite  smooth. — 
W.  Heabder  (B.S.A.S). 

Valentia. — Anglers  are  getting  good  sport  at  and 
around  this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting, 
but  other  fish  usually  taken  here  at  this  season  have 
given  little  or  no  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — At  the  Ballinskelligs 
side  of  the  bay  good  sport  has  been  had  at  bream, 
pollack,  gurnard,  and  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 


IRepotts  from  Clubs. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglebs'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next  at 

8  o'clock,  the  finance  and  general  committees  at 

9  o'clock. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association,  2, 
Bridge  View,  Abingdon. — This  association  recently 
purchased  and  placed  in  the  river  at  Abingdon  Bridge 
five  hundred  tench  and  bream.  Some  of  the  latter 
have  already  been  caught  and  again  carefully  put 
back.  There  are  far  more  fish  in  the  river  here  than 
there  has  been  for  many  years,  and  many  good  catches  ■ 
of  roach  and  chub  of  good  size  have  been  weighed  in  ; 
one  pike  of  20^1b.  and  several  of  from  101b.  to  151b. 
A  fine  chub  of  4ilb.  was  taken  with  the  fly  from 
behind  the  bathing  place.  The  barbel  are  cither 
scarce  or  clean  off  the  feed,  for  though  several  swims 
have  been  well  baited  and  fished,  I  cannot  hear  of 
one  having  been  brought  to  boot.  Our  committee  are 
considering  the  desirability  of  placing  trout  in  the 
local  water,  but  as  the  river  this  season  swarms  with 
small  jack,  it  may  prove  a  costly  experiment. — H. 
Walter  Harding. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— Only  two  members  weighed  in  on 
Aug.  3.  Others  arrived  with  fish,  but  too  late  for  scales. 
Willmembers  attend  next  Monday  ?—C.  M.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
— The  members  met  on  Aug.  7,  and  our  brake  outing 
for  Aug.  25  promises  to  be  well  supported.  Prizes  are 
as  follows : — Society's,  30s. ;  Mr.  H.  Barber's,  21s. ; 
and  Mr.  Coventry's,  7s.  6d.  All  who  wish  to  secure  a 
seat  on  the  brake  must  attend  on  Aug  14.  Messrs.  H. 
Smith,  senr.,  H.  Slack,  and  Ben  Abrahams  had  a 
capital  take  of  bream  from  the  Ouse  on  Aug  6  (Ben's 
heaviest  fish,  21b.  5oz.),  and  R.  Harris  had  barbel  and 
bream.  On  Aug.  4,  Otter  Wheeler  had  roach  and 
bream. 

NoBEis  Benefit. 
There  are  still  five  societies  who  have  not  yet 
returned  the  Norris  Benefit  tickets.  I  wish  the 
members  would  oblige  by  asking  their  secretaries,  as  I 
want  to  get  the  accounts  audited. — Ben  Abrahams, 
Hon.  Sec,  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. 


August  11. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Blaokfriars  ;  Match  at  Shalford. 
Clifton  :  Lapsed  roach  competition. 
Clissold  :  Prize  outing. 
Cosy  :  Outing  to  Paddock  Wood. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  match. 
Oglandcr  :  Prize  outing. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  King's  Langley. 

Wellington  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
August  11  and  12. 

Kingston  Piscatorials  :  Bream  competition. 
August  12. 

Anglers'  Associatign :   Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee  and  Finance  and  General  Committee. 
August  14. 

Greenwich :  Annual  outing  to  Wateringbury. 

Ilford  :  Outing  to  Laugford. 


August  18. — Amicable  Bros. :  Dinner  at  Edenbridge. 
,,      18. — Clifton:  Peg-down  match. 

18.— Dibdin  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

18. — Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
,,      18. — Izaak  Walton  :  Roving  Match. 
,,      18.— Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
„      18.— Stockwell :  Match  at  Woking. 

18. — Warwick  :  Outing  to  Uxbridge. 
,,      18. — Wenlock  :  Match  at  Langley. 
,,      19. — Good  Intent  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,      25. — Oglander  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 
,,      25. — Park:  Annual  dinner. 

25. — Silver  Trout  :  Match  at  Fittleworth. 

25. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 


Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship -square. — Will  members  please  attend 
next  Wednesday  for  business  of  importance '?  A 
splendid  show  of  fish  on  show  on  Aug.  4  by  Messrs. 
Phillips,  Moir,  and  Provan.  Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  Aug.  18,  at  the  White  Horse,  Edenbridge. 
Our  first  outing  takes  place  on  Sept.  1,  at  Hatfield 
Peveril. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— On  August  7  Mr.  E. 
Stokes  occupied  the  chair  at  a  well-attended  meeting, 
when  it  was  arranged  to  fish  our  monthly  match  on 
August  11  at  Amberley.  During  the  week  Mr. 
Cannar  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  bream  from 
the  Stour.  Members  are  reminded  of  special  meeting 
called  for  Wednesday,  August  14. — 0.  T.  Abkow. 

Battbrsba  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— The  result  of  our  Bank 
Holiday  match  resulted  as  follows : — Messrs.  G. 
Ireland,  81b.  8Joz.  of  bream,  first ;  C.  Ireland,  71b.  3oz. 
of  bream,  •  second  ;  A.  Dejonge,  51b.  12oz.  roach  and 
bream.  The  remainder  in  the  following  order  :  Messrs. 
G.  Hudson,  Atkinson,  C.  Dejonge,  G.  W.  Hall,  W. 
Delhaye,  H.  W.  Horton,  jun.,  and  H.  H.  Willson.  Mr. 
W.  Holker  also  weighed  in.  Mr.  Pemberton  weighed 
in  161b.  loz.  of  splendid  roach  and  bream.  Mr.  C. 
Davey  was  elected  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Bartes  nominated  as  a  working  member. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgbave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — -On  July  28  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  F.  Hudson  and  T.  Parsons,  chub ;  G. 
Hooper,  jack.  Will  members  please  turn  up  in  force 
on  Thursday  next. — C.  H.  G. 

Bermondsby  Beothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed  in  fish :  On  July  28,  Mr.  G. 
Armstrong,  roach  and  bream,  91b. ;  Mr.  J.  Wigley, 
roach  and  bream,  61b.  ;  "  Spider,"  roach,  31b., 
winning'the  three  lapsed  prizes  in  the  July  series.  Mr. 
Pocook  also  weighed  in  bream,  121b.,  on  the  same 
date,  but  apart  from  competition  rules.  On  Aug.  6 
Messrs.  J.  Wigley  and  Croft,  bream,  41b.  On  Aug.  7 
"  Spider  "  weighed  in  401b.  of  bream,  Mr.  G.  Armstrong 
had  a  mixed  bag  of  bream,  roach,  chub  and  barbel, 
101b. ;  Mr.  W.  Armstrong,  bream,  41b.  The  prize 
distribution  of  the  South  London  competition  takes 
place  at  the  above  address  on  Sept.  3. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
South wark-street.— Several  members  weighed  in  on 
Bank  Holiday,  over  601b.  good  fish  being  weighed  in, 
several  good  specimens.  Our  match. for  August  series 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Aug.  11  at  Shalford,  all 
fish  to  be  shown  at  Parrot,  Shalford,  8  p.m.  ;  towpath 
only,  roving."— J.  Whbelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Last  week,  H. 
Wilkins  weighed  in  141b.  of  roach  and  A.  Cracknell 
101b.  12oz.  of  roach,  all  fine  fish,  best  lib.  6oz.,  also 
one  of  our  subscribers  caught  and  returned  after 
weighing  in  at  the  Fisheries  Hotel  eleven  roach  which 
weighed  121b.  These  fish  all  came  from  the  club 
water  at  Harefield.  Any  gentleman'  who  would  like 
to  join  us  please  communicate  with  me  at  above 
address.     The  fee  is  10s.  6d.  yearly  for  honorary 


members,  with  the  privilege  of  fishing  this  grand 
water. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuby  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Aug.  i4 
Mr.  R.  Lummes  and  Mr.  0.  Davis  weighed  in  itench, 
and  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  perch  and  chub.  Members 
are  requested  to  note  that  the  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Aug.  14,  when  the  election  of  officers 
will  take  place,  and  other  important  matters  will  be 
decided.  This  will  also  be  audit  night,  Mr.  J.  Morrell 
and  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  being  the  auditors  appointed. 
— T.  Paternoster. 

-  Bebntpord  and  Disteict  Piscatorial  Society. — 
During  the  past  week  the  most  successful  sport  has 
been  in  Mr.  Drake's  subscription  waters  at  Bedfont. 
Mr.  W.  Lee,  the;treasurer,  took  three  dozen  roach,  some 
weighing  lib.,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Pennefather  also  had  a 
fair  take  from  the  same  water.  Mr.  Bahling  and  son 
creeled  about  161b.  of  roach  (some  nearly  pounders). 
— G.  Preeam. 

Cambridge  Heath  Bbothbrb  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Aug.  4  the  following  weighed  in  :  Messrs. 
E.  Argent,  B.  Smith,  J.  Baines,  W.  Argent,  L. 
Stephenson,  and  H.  Deverill,  all  with  roach ;  and  Mr; 
G.  Woodward,  roach  and  perch.  On  Monday,  Messrs. 
S.  Hadkiss,  H.  Smith,  and  G.  Webb  weighed  in  bream 
and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  roach  and  dace.  I 
hope  there  will  be  a  good  attendance  on  Aug.  13,  as 
the  committee  elected  to  peruse  our  rules  will  give  in 
their  recommendations  for  omissions  and  additions  to 
same.  One  of  the  additions  is  that  no  member  can 
weigh  in  without  he  possesses  an  A.B.  ticket. — E.  H. 
Aegent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  holiday  show  was  not 
a  very  heavy  one,  but  we  had  some  good  fish.  Mr. 
Adams,  a  tench,  31b.  OJoz.,  also  roach ;  Mr.  Parker, 
barbel  and  roach,  61b ;  Mr.  Mann,  barbel  and  roach, 
61b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Andrews,  roach,  51b.  3oz.  ;  Mr, 
Whittick,  bream  and  roach,  41b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Fuller,  a 
jack,  31b.  7oz. ;  Reynolds,  roach,  31b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  Burton, 
roach  and  bream  ;  S.  Dykes,  roach  ;  A.  E.  Hoodless, 
roach  and  bream,  41b.  lOJoz. ;  H.  R.  Hoodless  and  H. 
Taylor  also  having  roach.  Members  are  reminded 
that  last  Wednesday,  Aug.  7,  was  quarterly  night, 
adjourned  until  next  week. — R.  Mabshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — On  Aug.  5 
Messrs.  S.  Roe,  J.  Thorne,  and  G.  Cook  weighed  in. 
A  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday 
(Aug.  12)  at  9  o'clock. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clifton  Angling"  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
— Messrs.  Mead,  Furnivall  and  Bird  have  weighed  in 
some  nice  roach  and  dace  from  the  Arun  during  their 
holidays  at  Bury.  ^  Peg  down  match  arranged  for 
Aug.  18,  in  Kent ;  lapsed  roach  competition  outing 
Aug.  11,  go  away  last  train  Saturday  night. — E.  C. 
Addison. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  August  4  Mr. 
Jarrett,  carp ;  Mr.  H.  Warr,  bream  and  roach ;  Mr. 
R.  W.  Ball,  bream  and  roach ;  Mr.  F.  Beames,  bream 
and  perch ;  Mr.  G.  Boyd,  bream  and  roach.  On 
August  5  Mr.  C.  Poole,  bream.  On  August  6  Mr.  W. 
Gooding,  carp.  On  August  5  we  had  the  pleasure  to 
weigh  in  for  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society  as 
follows  :  -Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  roach  ;  Mr.  Merrygold, 
bream ;  Mr.  F.  Kobelt,  bream. — F.  P.  Soege. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  during  the  holidays  : — -Messrs.  E.  Crane, 
F.  Ross,  H.  Lovett,  A.  Benham,  and  J.  White.  We 
regret  to  announce  the  death  .of  Mr.  Fritz  Tannert. 
We  have  lost  a  |;ood  friend  t  .d  angler,  who  was  a 
prominent  member  and  treasu/er  for  over  six  years. 
Deeply  regretted  by  his  brother  members  and  friends. 
— J.  White. 

Cbown  and  Buckland  Piscatoeial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — On  Aug.  4  the 
following  had  fish:  Mr.  Haines  161b.  of  carp,  Mr. 
Macdonald  bream,  Mr.  Walter  roach,  Mr.  Steadman 
roach.  A  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day, Aug.  14. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — During  the  holidays  a 
good  many  of  the  members  were  out,  but  I  am  sorry 
to  say  only  a  few  weighed  in.  On  Aug.  4  Mr.  W. 
Thompson  some  nice  roach ;  on  Aug.  5  Messrs.  A. 
Wild,  A.  Morgan,  T.  Swain,  and  G.  Baker  a  nice  show 
of  roach,  dace,  and  jack.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  as  I  have  some|more  prizes  for  an 
outing.— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town. — We  have  had  some  nice 
fish  up  during  the  holidays  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Francis,  White,  and  Elton.  We  fish  a  match  at 
Cookhtoi  on  Aug.  18.  Members  please  note  a  general 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next  for  special  business. — 
W.  Elton. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— We  have  an  outing  on  August  11  to 
the  Home  Park,  Hampton  Court,  to  fish  all  waters. 
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Messrs.  Young  &  Co.  are  presenting  three  prizes  for 
this  outing.  Train  from  Earlsfield  8.31  and  cease 
fishing  at  8.  Several  members  have  had  a  good  show 
of  fish  this  week ;  among  others  Mr.  Jones  showed  a 
good  basket  of  bream  and  roach  from  Hampton  Court, 
largest  bream  3jlb.  Jlr.  Matthews  fishing  at  Wroxham 
had  a  splendid  day  with  the  bream  ;  Mr.  Roser  fishing 
the  Long  Water  had  a  nice  tray  of  tench. — E.  H.  Lane. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — The  outing  on  Aug.  4  did  not 
result  in  many  large  fish  being  taken,  but  plenty  of 
small  fish  were  had,  all  of  which  were  returned.  At 
the  next  meeting  the  date  for  next  outing  will  be 
arranged. — E.  Dyball. 

FoBEST  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  result  of  our  roving  competition  was  as 
follows :  H.  Greeke,  bream  and  perch,  421b.  5Joz.,  1st; 
J.lDiuell,  bream,  171b.  14oz.,  2nd;  B.  Sargent,  bream, 
111b.  12oz.,  3rd.  A.  Yammer  and  W.  J.  Pisker  also 
weighed  in  bream.  Amongst  Mr.  Creeke's  show  was  a 
splendid  specimen  perch,  21b.  2|oz. — B.  W.  S. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  Aug.  5 
Mr.  Fowler  weighed  in  121b.  of  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr. 
Verity,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Mr.  Ellins,[barbel,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Grown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  — On  Aug.  4  the 
following  showed  fish  :  Mr.  Dutton,  ten  roach,  weigh- 
ing lOilb.  (the  four  largest  fish  lib.  2Joz.,  lib.  2oz., 
lib.  If  oz.,  and  lib.  3Joz.)  ;  Mr.  Huggett,  lib.  lOoz. ; 
and  Mr.  Philpot,  lib.  The  dinner  takes  place  at  Rye 
House  on  Monday,  Aug.  19. — F.  A.  Gray. 

Ilfoed  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford. — We  have  an  outing  to  our  private 
waters  at  Langford  on  Aug.  14,  and  a  special  saloon 
will  be  attached  to  the  9.6  a.m.  train  from  Stratford. 
Will  members  kindly  send  their  names  to  the  secretary 
if  they  intend  to  go,  so  that  proper  arrangements  can 
be  made.  During  the  holidays  a  great  number  of 
members  have  made  good  catches. — P.  G.  Welling. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunsvrick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
Aug.,  18,  competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their 
own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred).  The  new 
rules  are  now  ready  for  distribution. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — Our  competition  on  Aug.  11 
will  be  a  rover  on  the  Medway.  During  the  week 
Messrs.' J.I Entecott  and  S.  Jones  had  a  show  of  trout 
averaging  lib.  each  fish ;  Mr.  P.  Sturgess,  bream  and 
roach,  the  finest  bream,  31b.  ^oz. ;  Mr.  S.  Bellchambers, 
roach.  Mr.  Glover  was  elected  a  working  member. — 
W.  Freeman. 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  Sun  Hotel, 
Kingston-on-Thames. — A  bream  competition  has  been 
arranged  for  Aug.  11  and  12.  One  rod  only  allowed. 
No  professional  fisherman  to  assist.  Pish  to  be 
weighed  in  each  evening  9  to  10.  Notice  in  writing 
must  be  sent  to  me  stating  which  day  you  intend 
fishing.  If  your  subscription  is  not  paid  a  cheque 
will  oblige. — Frbdk.  Littlewood. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  August  4 
the  following  had  fish  :  R.  Watling,  roach  ;  W.  White, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Farr,  roach  ;  Messrs.  T.  Evens  and 
J.  Evens,  roach  and  bream.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Sturman,  121b.  2Joz.,  roach ;  Mr.  Cook,  91b.  lloz., 
roach,  bream  and  jack ;  Mr.  Biggs,  W.  Symes, 
Watling,  Bryant,  Manly  and  Gilbert,  roach,  perch, 
dace,  and  bream ;  Mr.  Hawkins  a  nice  show  of  roach 
from  private  waters.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Cooper  a 
few  roach. — W.  Watling. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — The  following  members  weighed 
in  fish  :  Mr.  P.  Metz-,  perch  and  carp  ;  H.  G.  Johnson, 
roach  ;  J.  Fournier,  "bream  and  gudgeon  ;  W.  Marlow, 
bream.  Will  members  please  attend  next  meeting 
night  to  arrange  special  outing. — J.  Collins. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— At  Cheshunt 
the  two  following  members  took  the  prizes  : — ]Mr.  W. 
Smith,  6th  prize,  with  bream  (largest  41b.  lOoz.) ;  and 
Mr.  Gooland,  7th  prize,  with  roach.  Members  who 
weighed  in  fish  (roach)  out  of  the  match: — Messrs. 
G.  Taylor,  W.  Carter,  E.  Lamb,  and  C.  Lamb,  jun. 
On  Aug.  15  a  special  meeting  will  take  place  ;  important 
business. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  Aug.  5  the 
following  weighed  in  :  W.  Stretch,  bream,  roach,  and 
dace;  A.  Wells,  jack,  perch,  and  bream;  F.  Wood, 
roach  ;  and  S.  Harris,  bream.  The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  comes 
to  this  society  ;  the  date  next  week. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — A  special  meeting  of 
the  committee  was  held  on  Friday  (Aug.  2)  to  elect  a 
new  secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  H.  W.  Morgan,  who,  we 
regret  to  say,  has  been  compelled  to  resign.  We  all 
know  how  hard  he  has  worked  for  the  club,  and, 
although  we  admire  his  sense  of  duty  towards  the 
members  in  resigning  through  insufficient  time  to  do 


justice  to  the  position,  we  are  sorry  to  lose  him,  and 
trust  he  will  see  his  way  clear  to  accept  his  nomination 
to  stand  on  the  committee  in  place  of  Mt.  W.  S.  Cart- 
wright,  now  elected  secretary.  On  Aug.  4  and  5  our 
trays  were  well  filled  by  the  following Messrs.  H.  J. 
Richards,  P.  D.  Smithers,  W.  Dipple,  T.  Wood,  II. 
Watts,  G.  Oartwright,  W.  Moyler,  and  W.  S.  Cart- 
wright.  Mr.  J.  T.  Crates  also  had  a  nice  show  of 
dabs.  On  Aug.  11  we  fish  the  first  round  of  challenge 
cup  at  Amberley  ;  seven  o'clock  train  from  Pcckham 
Rye,  one  rod  to  be  used,  two  may  be  carried.  Monthly 
outing,  Aug.  25,  at  Shalford.  Week-day  outing, 
Aug.  22,  on  Thames.  Conditions,  boundaries,  etc., 
will  be  arranged  on  Tuesday  next,  July  13.  Members 
please  attend. — W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Aug.  4  Mr.  J.  Nagle  weighed  in  21b.  perch  and  one 
dace,  and  Mr.  P.  Stitchburg,  roach,  from  the  Lea.  On 
Monday  (Aug.  5)  Mr.  J.  Slade,  roach,  121b.,  and  Mr. 
A.  Birch,  roach  and  perch,  101b.  4oz.  I  must  call 
members'  attention  to  the  regulations  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  with  regard  to  their  tickets,  on 
page  86  of  the  Red  Book.  The  prizes  at  Harlow  were 
not  won,  as  nobody  went  there  for  them.  They  will 
be  fished  for  ;  same  conditions  as  last. — George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — For  the  Bank  Holiday  roving 
match,  the  four  prizes  were  taken  with  good  shows 
from  all  parts.  Messrs.  Harbridge,  101b.  4^oz. ;  White, 
91b.  loz. ;  P.  Dove,  91b.  'Jdioz.  ;  Meyer,  51b.  9|oz. 
Messrs.  Hammond,  Mares,  Smith,  May,  Norman, 
Carr,  and  Taylor  weighed  in.  On  Aug.  7  Messrs. 
Mares,  Carter,  and  A.  'Tayler  had  some  good  roach. — 
R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  August  4  Messrs.  F.  Tm:ner, 
W.  Price,  and  C.  Owen  weighed  in  fish,  the  latter 
having  a  club  specimen  chub.  On  the  5th,  Messrs.  A. 
Beevor  and  P.  Fisher  weighed  in  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  On  Aug.  6  we  arranged  a  return  visit  of  the 
A.  B.  S.  for  Sept.  3.— P.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Aug.  4  Messrs.  Holder, 
Spielman,  and  Pope  turned  up  with  fish.  On  Aug.  7 
very  few  members  turned  up.  Messrs.  E.  Gates  and 
A.  H.  Parry  were  proposed  working  members  of  the 
above  ;  we  still  have  room  for  a  few  more.  On  Wed- 
nesday (Aug.  14)  there  ,will  be  a  general  meeting. — 
Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Cobom-road,  Bow. — On  Aug.  4  the  following  weighed 
in  :  Goodwin,  roach  ;  Stanley,  roach  ;  J.  Payne,  roach. 
Aug.  6,  Chambers,  jack  ;  R.  Walker,  roach  ;  Lisshan, 
roach  ;  Merigold,  roach  ;  E.  Perry,  roach  ;  Tim 
O'Shanhoun,  roach;  S.  Parker,  roach;  P.  Gardener, 
roach  ;  J.  Stanley,  roach  ;  P.  Pignatelli,  roach  and 
dace  ;  J:  Walker,  roach. — P.  Pignatelli. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  1,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.  —  On 
Monday  last  the  following  weighed  in  fish  : — W.  Alder, 
bream ;  J.  Campbell,  roach ;  and  Spalding,  roach 
and  perch.  First  outing  Pvdborough,  Aug.  18. — 
W.  Alder. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Aug.  5  Mr. 
Franco  weighed  in  roach  and  dace,  and  on  Aug.  6 
Mr.  Saalfeld  a  show  of  bream.  Our  first  outing  takes 
place  at  Fittleworth  on  Aug.  25,  travel  down  on  Satur- 
day night  (Aug.  24).  Will  members  unable  to  be  present 
on  Tuesday  next  (Aug.  13)  kindly  let  me  know  if  they., 
intend  to  join  us  on  the  Saturday  night  (Aug.  24),  so 
that  arrangements  can  be  made  for  accommodation. — 
R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers  United  Visiting  List. — 
Will  secretaries  of  all  societies  interested  in  the  Yalding 
match  and  distribution  of  prizes  make  up  their  returns 
and  send  same  with  information  required  as  early  as 
possible  ? — A.  G.  Smith  (Hon.  Sec),  10,  Warndon-street, 
Rotherhithe  New-road. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — During  the 
holidays  some  nice  fish  have  been  weighed  in  by 
Messrs.  G.  Rowley,  A.  Pain,  H.  Payne,  A.  Lidbetter, 
W.  Boreham,  W.  Shepheard,  A.  Jenikins,  H.  Pain,  and 
F.  Barnes,  the  latter  weighing  a  specimen  dace. 
Members  are  requested  to  pay  their  entrance  fee  for 
the  next  match. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — During  the 
holidays  some  nice  shows  of  fish  have  been  weighed-in 
by  the  following  members  :  Mr.  Sandiland,  bream ; 
Mr.  Payne,  bream ;  Mr.  Bacon,  roach ;  Mr.  Race, 
roach  and  tench. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  during  the 
holidays  : — Messrs.  Stoddart,  bream,  dace  and  roach  ; 
Woodford,  dace  and  roach;  Clapshaw,  bream  and 
roach;  Grindrod,  roach;  Jewson,  roach;.  Johnson, 
roach ;  Rushton,  roach.  Friday,  Aug.  9,  special 
meeting. — W.  Beattie. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  Mr.  Cart- 
wright  weighed  in  81b.  12oz.  of  bream,  Mr.  Smith  81b.  | 


of  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Thorpe  41b.  8oz.  of  roach  and 
and  dace;  also  Messrs.  Witten,  Ponoits  and  Gregory, 
roach,  dace,  perch,  and  gudgeon.  We  have  our  brake 
outing  to  King's  Langloy  on  Aug.  11,  starting  from  the 
club  house  at  12  30  (midnight)  sharp.  Members  will 
regret  to  hoar  of  the  loss  of  one  of  our  fellow  members, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Elms,  who  died  .suddenly  on  Monday  night 
(Aug.  5)  shortly  after  11  o'clock  after  a  very  short 
illness.— J.  S.  P.  Weuk. 

Tunbridgk  Wells  Angling  Society,  Railway  Inn, 
Goods  Station-road.— On  Monday  last  we  held  our 
second  competition  of  the  season  at  Ashurst,  when 
five  prizes  were  fished  for.  The  successful  competitors 
were  as  follows:  Messrs.  Capper,  roach;  Sliarvill, 
roach  ;  Glover,  roach ;  Mandrill  and  Urry,  roach.— 
G.  J.  House. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Will  members  kindly 
attend  Wednesday,  Aug.  14,  for  very  important  busi- 
ness concerning  all  members,  also  election  of  officers? 
Mr.  A.  Dungate  had  fish  on  Aug.  4.— W.  L.  Kekby. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Walthamstow.— Wc  had  some  grand  trays  of 
roach  on  Aug.  4  weighed  in  by  Mr.  W.  Osment,  about 
14Ib. ;  Mr.  G.  Osment,  61b. ;  Mr.  Poore  and  Mr.  Gove, 
dace.  The  date  of  our  Maiden  outing  next  week.  We 
shortly  give  a  complimentary  concert  to  our  member 
Mr.  Schocke. — Howarth. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shenball- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Aug.  4  we  had  a  good  show 
of  fish  :  Messrs.  Piper,  roach  ;  Robinson,  perch  ;  Call- 
cut,  perch  ;  Parnham,  roach  and  dace.  We  have  an 
outing  on  Aug.  18  to  Uxbridge  on  the  Grand  Junction 
Canal ;  further  particulars  will  bo  announced  later. 
The  committee  have  now  decided  on  the  prizes  for 
this  season,  and  we  have  an  outing  each  month. 
Prize  list  is  at  club  house.  A  benefit  is  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Schoeke,  of  the  Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  and  we  have  the  pleasure  of  amalgamating 
with  them  on  this  occasion  to  make  the  benefit  a  good 
success. — W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— We  fish  a  peg-down  match  at  Langley 
for  seven  prizes  on  Aug.  18.  On  Aug.  4  we  had  a  good 
show  as  follows:— W.  Lee,  bream;  H.  Heir,  roach; 

E.  Burton,  roach ;  and  E.  Snead,  roach. — H.  Heir. 
West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 

Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E. — On  Aug.  4  and  5 
the  following  weighed  in  :— Messrs.  Pethurst,  H.  Mills, 
Newton,  jun.,  Bowles,  Vale,  T.  Miller,  roach  ;  Tyler, 
roach  and  bream  ;  Hall,  roach  and  perch  ;  Swadling, 
roach  and  rudd  ;  Homer,  roach  and  tench  (best  tencli 
21b.  2Joz.),  and  Lowther,  dace.  We  fish  our  second 
match  at  Dagenham  on  Aug.  25. — R.  Lowther. 

"Why  Not"  Social  Angling  Association,  Why 
Not  Inn,  Steelhouse-lane,  Wolverhampton.  —  The 
eighth  annual  contest  of  the  Why  Not  Social  Angling 
Association  took  place  on  August  4,  at  Newport,  Salop. 
The  competition  started  at  10.30  and  was  of  two  hours' 
duration.  The  following  are  the  prize-winners  in 
the  following  order:  Messrs.  J.  Gaudy,  J.  Morgan, 

F.  Benbow,  W.  Fisher,  T.  Tennant,  J.  W.  Vann, 

G.  Cambridge,  W.  Ward,  W.  Lapworth,  A.  Rounds,  W. 
Turner,  W.  Hadley,  W.  Brooks,  J.  Simpson,  S.  Severn, 
W.  Blues,  T.  Ward,  J.  Maggs,  B.  Jones,  G.  Davies, 
A.  Roberts,  and  J.  Tomlinson.  The  dinner  (which 
was  nicely  got-up  by  Mrs.  Beech,  Raven  and  Bell 
Hotel)  was  speedily  disposed  of  by  about  fifty  fisher- 
men and  tellers,  who  seemed  to  have  had  extra  keen 
appetites.  After  "The  King,"  "The  Hostess,"  and 
"  The  Association  "  had  been  proposed,  the  members 
strolled  along  the  canal  and  had  a  few  more  hours 
angling.  Mr.  Knottly  acted  as  referee,  Mr.  Stevens, 
clerk  of  the  scales.  Thirty-nine  members  took  part 
in  the  contest. — J.  W.  Vann. 

Yarmouth  (Great)  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The 
fourth  match  of  the  season  was  fished  at  Eels  Foot, 
Ormesby,  on  Aug.  1.  Owing  doubtless  to  the  near 
approach  of  the  Bank  Holiday  the  attendance  was 
small,  only  fourteen  members  fishing,  and  of  these 
thirteen  weighed  in  198  fish,  of  the  gross  weight  of 
991b.  6Joz.  The  prize  winners  were :  Mr.  W.  Lowne, 
251b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins,  151b.  13Joz.  ;  Mr.  Samuel 
Graystone,  121b. ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Steward,  111b.  12oz. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Atkins  weighed  in  a  roach  of  15i^oz.  for 
special  prize.  The  duties  of  umpire  were  "carried 
out  by  Mr.  Samuel  Graystone,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Mason. 


Mosquito  Bites. — Dissolve  in  a  cupful  of  water  as 
much  alum  as  the  water  wU  contain ;  in  other  words, 
make  the  strongest  solution  possible  of  alum  and 
water  ;  add  one  third  proportion  of  aromatic  vinegar 
and  one-fourth  of  glycerine ;  keep  it  in  some  flat  phials 
convenient  for  the  pocket,  and  apply  it  constantly 
during  the  day. 

To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2.'.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Hy 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling.  "  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian  "of  the  Fishing  Gazelle.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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Sofftnc^s  bp  life  '?9ap. 

It  was  at  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  that  I  first 
made  acquaintance  with  the  "Nottingham  Boys,"  and 
it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  several 
dinners  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society,  which  con- 
tains some  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  world.  I  could 
"name"  at  least  a  dozen  experts,  but  must  content 
myself  with  one — Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  whose  portrait 
has  appeared  in  our  Fishing  Gazette  Album  of  Anglers. 
Fishing  on  July  27,  in  a  comparatively  shallow  swim 
in  the  Shardlow  waters,  he  captured  257  roach  weigh- 
ing 1601b.  Forty  of  the  fish  weighed  451b.  and  were 
retained;  the  remainder  were  returned.  Mr.  Wallis  is 
a  great  believer  in  creed  wheat,  and  knows  when  it  is 
"done  to  a  turn."  After  this  performance  London 
anglers  must  look  to  their  laurels.  It  is  certainly  the 
finest  take  by  any  one  angler  at  one  sitting  that  I  have 
ever  heard  of.  Well  done  "  Freddy,"  and  put  me  on  to 
your  swim  when  I  come  down  in  September,  and  if  I 
can  beat  your  record  I  ivill  an'  all  1 


On  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  14,  the  Greenwich 
Anglers  will  journey  to  Wateringbury  for  their  annual 
outing.  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  they  will  do 
any  fishing,  but  I  do  know  they  will  have  a  nice  cold 
luncheon,  and  some  tea  to  follow.  I  am  really  sorry 
that  I  cannot  accept  Secretary  Dryden's  kind  offer  to 
join  them.  All  the  same  I  wish  them  a  pleasant  time 
of  it.  Eri  passant,  the  "  Greenwich  Boys  "  do  not 
seem  to  go  in  for  whitebait ;  this  is  one  of  their 
rules  :  (15)  "  That  in  the  event  of  any  Prize  Competi- 
tion, no  fish  to  be  accepted  under  the  following 
measurement:  pike  24in.,  barbel  18in.,  carp  16in., 
bream  14in.,  chub  14in.,  tench  12in.,  perch  lOin., 
roach  lOin.,  brook  trout  lOin.,. grayling  lOin.,  dace  8in., 
flounders  8in.,  gudgeon  Sin. 


Mb.  C.  W.  Glassington,  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  writing  from  Penzance,  says  the  sea  fishing  is 
at  present  very  good.  He  had  a  pollack  of  81b. ;  hake, 
71b. ;  conger,  61b.,  John  Dory,  41b. ;  and  a  sea  bream 
of  31b.,  and  many  smaller  specimens,  of  course,  all 
taken  with  rod  and  line.  He  continues  :  "  Most  of 
the  people  here  fish  with  hand  lines,  and  when  I  walk 
to  the  boat  with  a  rod  I  am  looked  upon  as  a  curiosity. 
I  would  advise  all  anglers  to  take  a  spare  rod  and 
strong  tackle  with  them  as  there  are  big  fish  about.  I 
have  had  my  tackle  broken  once  or  twice,  but  kept  my 
rod  intact,  though  on  one  occasion  I  thought  it  would 
be  smashed.  The  agent  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  down  here,  (J.  H.  Rowe)  is  a  real  good  man. 
He  looks  after  the  members  in  fine  style."  [We 
mustn't  fish  with  salmon  roe  but  "  J.  H."  is  all  right.] 


Now,  if  I  possessed  all  the  wealth  of  the  earth. 
And  the  whole  of  a  lifetime  to  spend  it ; 

With  friends  to  flock  round  and  provide  me  with  mirth, 
And  to  help  me  to  squander  and  lend  it. 

If  I  had  all  that  there  was  to  be  had, 
The  extent  of  my  hoping  and  wishing ; 

With  all  I  could  get,  I  still  should  be  sad 
Unless  I'd  a  "little  more"  fishing. 

MOSNAR  Dis. 


Me.  J.  Richardson,  of  the  Pier,  Deal,  writes : 
"  While  fishing  for  pouting  this  (Wednesday)  evening 
(Aug.  7)  Mrs.  M.  H.  Harris  hooked  and  landed  a  gold 
bangle,  with  a  £2  Jubilee  piece  attached,  known  to  have 
been  lost  by  Mrs.  Colonel  Owen  in  November  last. 
The  catch  is  in  splendid  preservation." 


Me.  Robert  C.  Hardy  Corfe,  writing  from  Byfleet, 
says :  "  I  had,  for  the  Wey,  almost  a  record  catch  of 
bream  last  Saturday  evening  at  Byfleet,  in  some 
private  water,  killing  in  all  eleven  fish,  which  weighed 
in  the  aggregate  361b.,  each  fish  in  perfect  condition, 
and  some  over  41b.  I  was  ledgering  with  large  lobs, 
minus  a  weight,  relying  on  a  small  pellet  of  stifi 
ground  bait  to- take  me  out.-  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  old  Wey  river  is  now  very  strictly  preserved  along 
nearly  the  whole  of  its  entire  fishable  length,  it  is 
affording  much  better  sport  than  it  has  done  for  years, 
as  at  one  time  this  river  was  very  much  overfished." 


The  Mick  and  his  wife  took  the  baby  for  a  ride  on 
the  tramcar  the  other  day.  Mick  was  reading  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Something  (Mick  thinks  it  must 
have  been  Drag's  portrait)  frightened  the  baby  and 
made  him  cry.  Mrs.  Mick  tried  her  best  to  soothe 
him  and  then  got  in  a  temper.  "  Oh,  good  gracious  I 
Don't  make  such  a  noise,  baby !  "  she  cried.  And  then 
the  Mick  woke  up.  "  Let  him  make  as  much  row  as 
he  likes,"  he  shouted — "  It  keeps  him  quiet." 


OtJE  lively  contemporary  the  Star  tells  us  there  are 
three  ways  of  cooking  an  eel.  In  a  Wife  v.  Husband 
assault  case  at  West  Ham  Police  Court  defendant  said 
he  had  got  some  smoked  eel.    He  had  never  tasted 


smoked  eel  before,  and  as  he  did  not  know  how  it 
should  be  prepared,  he  ordered  his  wife  to  cook  it 
three  different  ways  to  make  sure.  She  did  not  do  it 
properly,  and  they  had  words  about  it,  during  which 
she  threatened  him  with  the  copper-stick,  and  they 
had  a  struggle.  They  had  been  married  twenty-seven 
years,  and  generally  agreed  pretty  well.  He  was  bound 
over  in  £5  to  keep  the  iseace  {not  piece)  for  six  months. 


At  Grove  I'erry  (Stour),  Kent,  quite  a  large  gathering 
of  London  anglers  and  visitors  during  the  holidays 
had  some  capital  sport  with  roach  and  bream,  Messrs. 
G.  Howard  (Blackfriars)  and  C.  Cannar  (Anchor  and 
Hope)  having  some  good  baskets.  Tides  are  now 
serving  well  at  Pluck's  Gutter,  and  river  in  good  order. 


An  old  friend  and  brother  angler  writes  :  "I  thought 
I  would  like  to  tell  you  how  I  grieve  for  the  loss  of 
our  much  respected  old  friend  and  companion  Richard 
Ghurney,  and  how  sorry  I  am  to  think  I  could  not  be 
present  at  his  ftmeral.  All  anglers  have  lost  a  true 
friend  ;  indeed,  fifty  years  ago  it  was  a  treat  to  see 
him  with  his  long-jointed  roach  rod  and  square  roach 
basket,  all  ready  for  fishing  the  Forty  Guinea 
Water  in  the  Lea,  when  201b.  of  splendid  roach  eould 
be  caught,  and  home  to  club  and  weigh  in.  It  was  a 
sight,  and  he  was  fond  of  asking  me  to  sing  his 
favourite  song  '  Tommy  Trout,'  and  in  return  he 
would  give  me  my  old  favourites  with  a  good  clear 
voice,  '  Jolly  Nose,'  'The  Bright  Rubies,'  etc.  Seeing 
the  song  '  My  Pal  and  I  '  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I 
send  you  a  song  written  by  my  late  uncle,  Johnny 
Baddeley,  of  the  Waltcmian  Chronicle  " 

TOMMY  TROUT. 
(Tune :  Harry  Blufi.) 
Tommy  Trout  when  a  boy  ran  from  school  to  his 
home 

To  ask  for  permission  a-fishing  to  roam, 
With  a  straight  willow  wand,  penny  float,  and  hair 
line 

Forth  to  the  New  River  his  steps  did  incline; 
With  delight  in  his  eye  as  he  baited  his  hook. 
Success  crowned  his  eft'orts  and  some  gudgeon  he 
took. 

His  playmates  all  said  when  around  they  ran 
To  look  at  the  fish  he  had  put  in  his  can 
That  he  was  a  good  little  angler. 

To  manhood  advancing,  though  slender  his  frame, 
Izaak  Walton  to  follow  his  wish  was  the  same. 
Contented  at  heart,  and  his  wants  were  but  few 
As  the  broad  bank  of  nature  was  open  to  his  view. 
More  choice  now  his  baits,  rod  taper  and  fine, 
He  can  kill  roach,  chub,  and  dace  with  a  single  hair 
line. 

He  looked  forward  with  hope  for  the  fortunate  time 
When  by  trolling  to  kill  some  -good  jack  in  their 
prime. 

For  he  wished  to  become  a  good  angler. 

Matured  he  became  an  angler  complete, 
With  Cotton  in  fly  fishing  he  could  compete, 
Dress  a  fly,  tie  a  hook,  judge  of  water  or  wind, 
Of  success  not  too  sanguine,  if  vmlucky  resigned  ; 
YotKjg  anglers  ne'er  asked  for  information  in  vain, 
For  he  knew  very  well  it  was  hard  to  obtain. 
Respected  he  lived,  moderation  his  plan. 
Altogether  we  scarcely  shall  see  such  a  man. 
For  he  was  indeed  a  true  angler. 


At  the  Kingston-on-Thames  Borough  Bench  recently 
Mr.  Charles  Humphery,  an  official  of  the  Post  Office, 
residing  at  23,  Beresford-road,  Kingston,  was  summoned 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  obstructing  the  tow- 
path  at  Kingston  with  a  fishing  rod.  Mr.  E.  Glenshaw 
prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the'  Thames  Conservancy,  and 
informed  the  Bench  that  the  offence  was  one  which 
under  the  Conservancy  bye-laws  rendered  the  defendant 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  £10.  William  John  Pimm,  an 
inspector  in  the  employ  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
stated  that  many  complaints  had  been  received  of 
obstruction  on  the  towpaths  of  the  river  Thames  by 
bank  anglers  leaving  their  fishing  rods  lying  across  the 
path.  Accordingly,  on  July  15  he  cycled  along  the 
towpath  at  Kingston  in  plain  clothes,  and  when  he 
came  to  where  the  defendant's  rod  was  lying  across 
the  path  he  called  upon  him  to  remove  it.  There  was 
not  room  for  him  to  get  past  unless  he  had  ridden 
over  it.  Defendant  refused  to  lift  the  rod  out  of  the 
way,  and  he  had  to  fetch  a  police-constable  before  he 
would  do  so.  The  rod  took  up  nearly  the  whole  breadth 
of  the  towpath.  Defendant  pleaded  that  he  did  not 
know  who  Pimm  was,  he  being  in  plain  clothes,  or 
that  he  had  any  authority  to  order  him  about.  Mr. 
Glenshaw  pointed  out  that  the  bye-law  made  it  an 
offence  if  annoyance  was  caused  to  "  any  person." 
The  Bench  held  that  there  was  a  technical  olfence, 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  Is. 


This  is  from  Punch  of  July  31  (illustrated  by  Phil 
May).  "  Diminutive  nursemaid  (to  angler  who  has  not 
hadia  bite  for  hours) :  '  Oh,  please,  sir,  do  let  baby  see 
you  catch  a  fish.'  " 


A  mabhiagb  has  been  arranged  and  will  shortly  take 
place  between  Mr.  W.  Pugin  Thornton,  of  Canterbury, 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  H.  G.  Thornton,  and  Mrs.  James 
Francos  Jameson,  of  Windfield,  co,  Galway,  widow  of 
Major  Jameson,  formerly  of  the  ysth  Regiment  and 
7th  Dragoon  Guards. 


A  SCHEME  for  utilising  the  tides  for  theproduction 
of  motive  power  is  suggested  by  a  Liverpool  gentleman. 
His  idea  is  to  build  on  the  sea  shore  two  large  tanks. 
The  floor  of  one,  which  he  calls  the  supply  tank, 
would  be  about  one-fourth  the  difference  between  high 
and  low  tide  below  high-water  mark  ;  the  other,  called 
the  outlet  tank,  would  be  down  on  the  level  of  low 
water.  At  high  tide  the  supply  tank  would  be  filled, 
and  the  sea-water  would  flow  from  it  into  the  outlet 
tank,  and  back  again  into  the  sea,  and  would  work  a 
big  water-wheel  as  it  flows.  The  water-wheel  would 
drive  a  mill's  machinery.  There  is  nothing  like 
having  confidence  in  the  practicability  of  an  idea. 
The  inventor  admits  that  he  is  not  an  engineer,  which 
perhaps  explains  why  he  avoids  the  question  of  the 
stability  or  otherwise  of  the  proposed  tanks  and  water- 
wheels,  but  this  is  how  the  problem  simplifies  itself 
in  his  mind : — 


"  Supposing  the  supply  tank  to  be  230  yardslsquare, 
it  would  hold  250,000  gallons  to  the  vertical  inch ; 
and,  allowing  four  inches  an  hour  to  run  from  supply 
to  outlet,  this  would  give  a  million  gallons  an  hour — 
namely,  17,000  gallons  a  minute,  or  280  gallons  a 
second.  This  amount  of  water  economically  utilised 
over  a  a  nine  feet  fall  on  a  wheel  of  suitable  dimensions 
would  generate  a  motive  energy  equal  to  some  hundreds 
of  horse-power  ;  and  this  power  could  be  available  for 
ever  at  practically  no  cost  but  the  initial  expense  of 
building  a  few  hundred  yards  of  sea  walls."  Mills  and 
manufactories  might  be  built  in  close  proximity  to  the 
waterwheels,  or  the  motive  power  carried  to  almost 
any  distance  by  means  of  electric  motors.  Between 
high-  and  low  tide  the  supply  tank  would  be  pouring 
its  contents  over  the  waterwheel  into  the  outlet  tank, 
and  by  the  time  it  was  empty  the  tide  would  come  in 
to  fill  it  again.  It  almost  solves  the  problem  of  how 
to  attain  perpetual  motion. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HAUNTS. 
I  know  a  spot  where  the  river  bends. 

Where  the  stream  runs  swift  and  clear  and  strong ; 
Where  boulders  rise  in  the  dashing  flood, 

While  the  eddies  curl  as  it  sweeps  along. 
Where  the  green  moss  clings  by  the  rocky  brink 

Of  the  foaming  rush  on  the  farther  side  ; 
And  a  willow  waves  in  the  lower  pool ; 

Where  lilies  float  in  the  crystal  tide. 
There's  a  time-worn  rock,  where  a  cascade  pours. 

And  a  bright  fern  bank  where  violets  peep ; 
'Neath  that  shelving  crag  on  the  farther  shore. 

That  is  the  spot  where  the  monsters  sleep. 
And  by  that  margin  soon  we'll  stand, 

In  a  shady  nook  by  a  gravel  bed ; 
And  long  and  light  is  our  favourite  cast, 

Where  oft  the  dancing  fly  we've  led. 
But  not  when  the  sun  his  bright  ray  pours. 

When  the  glistening  stream  like  silver  shines ; 
Then  quit  the  rod  and  the  Muses  woo. 

And  patient  wait  till  day  declines. 
But,  ho  1  my  lads !  when  the  sun  sinks  down. 

And  reddening  glows  o'er  the  meadows  steal — 
Then  is  the  hour  for  the  angler's  haunt. 

For  the  speckled  game  and  the  heavy  creel. 

Streams  o'  the  North. 


How's  this?  Sounds  a  bit  American.  "A  man 
named  Hicks,  who  lives  out  in  the  hills  of  Arkansas, 
has  on  his  farm  a  beautiful  stream.  He  attempted  to 
stock  it  with  trout,  but  soon  discovered  the  water  was 
too  warm.  Not  discouraged  he  proceeded  to  cool  the 
water.  He  started  an  ice  factory,  and  every  morning 
now  during  the  summer  he  deposits  ice  in  the  several 
pools.  Well,  sir,  it  would  tickle  you  to  see  the  fish. 
When  a  waggon  draws  up  to  the  pool  the  driver  yells 
'  Ice,'  and  the  fish  come  flying  out  from  under  the 
rocks.  They  get  upon  the  ice,  and  carry  on  in  a 
perfect  flutter  of  glee.  Beats,  anything  I  ever  saw." 
"You  know  Hicks,  do  you,  Dave?"  "Know  him? 
Why,  he  doesn't  live  more  than  two  miles  from  my 
place."  "  Does  he  allow  anybody  to  catch  the 
trout  ?  "  "  He  will  give  you  all  you  can  catch  with  a 
iiook."  "  Believe  I  will  go  out  some  time."  "Won't 
do  you  any  good."  "Why?"  "The  fish  won't  bite 
for  anybody  but  Hicks."  "  They  won't  ?  "  "No,  sir;, 
you  couldn't  get  a  nibble."  "How  do  you  account 
for  it?"  "Gratitude."  "What?"  "Gratitude,  I 
tell  you.  They  know  Hicks.  They  know  how  much 
he  has  done  for  them.  Why,  sir,  he  can  pull  them 
out  as  fast  as  he  can  throw  in.  You  ought  to  see 
them  look  up  in  his  face  and  smile.  One  day  I  was 
with  him.  Two  of  the  biggest  trout  I  ever  saw  began 
to  fight  for  the  hook.  One  of  them  got  it,  and  the 
other  one,  determined  not  to  be  outdone,  came  up  on 
the  bank  and  lay  down.    I  never  saw  such  gratitude." 

Dbaqnbt. 
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Pfovifieial  flugling  ]4otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  final  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association  ..contest  at  Nantwich  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  Aug.  17,  are  now  completed,  with 
the  exception  of  making  the  arrangements  for  a  special 
train  to  run  the  anglers  from  Birmingham  and  district 
to  the  scene  of  action.  If  the  railway  company  will 
agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the  general  secretary,  a 
special  train  will  leave  New-street  at  about  half-past 
twelve  o'clock,  calling  at  Monument-lane,  Smethwick, 
Spon-lane,  Oldbury,  Wolverhampton,  and  Stafford.  If 
the  company  decide  to  do  this,  due  notice  will  be 
sent  round  to  all  the  clubs  for  their  meetings  on 
Monday  evening  next.  The  return  train  will  leave 
Nantwich  about  9  o'clock,  so  that  the  anglers  will  be 
able  to  reach  home  at  a  reasonable  time.  The  draw 
for  places  will  take  place  at  the  Bowling  Green  Inn, 
at  the  back  of  the  Parish  Church.  A  charge  of  2d. 
will  be  made  by  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  for  each 
member  to  fish,  and  this  will  be  collected  during  the 
contest.  The  £30  in  prizes  will  be  awarded  at  the 
close  of  the  contest.  The  rules  of  the  contest  will  be 
issued  previous  to  the  contest  taking  place.  Anglers 
and  their  wives  and  families  have  turned  out  in  great 
numbers  during  the  holidays  to  every  place  known 
where  some  fishing  could  be  found,  and  very  few  have 
been  disappointed  with  the  sport  they  have  had.  The 
railway  companies  have  reaped  a  rich  harvest,  as 
hundreds  have  patronised  all  the  special  trains  that 
have  been  run  out  of  Birmingham.  The  Avon  has 
neveir  been  so  well  patronised,  as  the  banks  from 
Evesham  right  down  to  Tewkesbury  have  been  crowded ; 
in  some  places  both  sides  have  been  used.  Sport  has 
been  good  from  Evesham  down  to  Deflord,  and  catches 
of  161b.  have  been  made  and  thought  very  little  of ; 
the  bream  have  been  feeding  well,  and  the  roach  have 
been  taking  the  stewed  wheat.  Some  excellent  sport 
with  the  bream  has  been  had  at  Wyre,  Piddle,  and 
at  Binton.  Some  good  dace  and  roach  have  again 
been  taken  on  the  Severn  at  Kemsey  and  in  the 
upper  reaches.  At  Waloot  and  Upton  Magna  some 
very  good  roach  have  been  taken,  and  a  few  small 
pike.  The  Trent  at  Alrewas  and  in  the  Rugely  dis- 
trict has  been  well  patronised ;  sport  has  been  good. 
The  canals  have  all  been  fished  with  varied  success. 
I  hear  that  the  canal  at  Yardley  Wood  has  provided 
some  good  roach  and  perch  fishing. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Holiday  anglers  were  favoured  with  capital  weatner, 
and  the  trains  on  Saturday  (Aug.  3)  brought  himdreda 
of  week-end  fishermen  to  the  Fen  District,  the 
majority  of  whom  made  Boston  their  headquarters. 
Eoach  fishing  is  now  getting  at  its  best,  and  some 
splendid  bags  have  recently  been  made  on  the  Witham 
—the  lengths  at  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  and  Tattershall 
having  yielded  remarkably  well.  Bream  fishing  is 
■  now  showing  marked  signs  of  falling  off,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  the  extreme  lower  lengths  of  the  Witham, 
little  has  been  done  in  this  particular  branch  of  sport 
during  the  jast  week.  The  drains  in  the  Boston 
district  have  come  in  for  a  very  fair  share  of  patronage, 
and  on  most  waters  the  red  fins  have  given  unlimited 
sport  to  the  creed  wheat  and  paste  baits.  The  Forty- 
foot,  a  well-known  reaching  resort,  is  being  fished  with 
good  results  on  the  lengths  at  Donington  and  Hubbert's 
Bridge,  some  "  takes "  having  weighed  as  much  as 
301b.  per  rod.  The  Glen  is  also  jielding  fair  sport, 
especially  in  the  Surfleet  district. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Bank  Holiday  two  steamboat  loads  of  'anglers 
and  their  friends  left  the  Hull  piers  en  route  up  the 
Humber  to  Ferriby  Sluice,  which  caused  the  village 
to  be  quite  en  fete  during  the  day,  no  less  than  about  a 
thousand  having  arrived,  the  attractions  being  the 
annual  members'  match  and  challenge  cup  competi- 
tions of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  and  the  annual  excursion  and  open 
match  of  the  Universal  Angling  Association. 
Although  the  weather  was  cloudy  and  dull  at  times, 
with  high  wind,  yet,  on  the  whole,  the  day  was  very 
enjoyable  and  sport  fairly  plentiful,  and  in  some 
inbtances  some  grand  takes  of  fish  were  made  chiefly  con- 
sisting of  large  bream  going  from  lib.  to  about  S^lb.  each. 
The  members  of  the  amalgamation,  who  numbered  close 
upon  six  hundred,  fished  for  four  silver  cups,  about 
thirteen  gold  medals,  and  some  fifty  other  prizes,  and 
after  a  very  excitable  contest  of  about  six  hours' 
duration,  the  Oxonian  Angling  Society  were  declared 
the  winners  of  the  premier  silver  cup  this  season,  with 
an  aggregate  catch  of  321b.  5oz.  for  their  team  of  six 
members.  The  first  prize  in  the  match  was  won  by  a 
member  fishing  near  to  Saxby  Bridge,  with  a  weight  of 
281b.,  the  second  prize  being  taken  by  a  little  over  221b. 
In  the  Universal  Angling  Association's  open  match 
the  first  five  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  : 
Messrs.  E.  Allison,  Fred  Phillipson.W.  Hall,  A.  Drewery 


J.  Stocks.  The  prizes  were  distributed  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing. Sport  continues  to  be  very  good  in  most  parts  of 
theAncholme;  the  Wednesday  Angling  Society  of  Hull 
fished  their  fourth  match  this  season  near  to  Brough- 
ton  Bridge  on  July  31,  and  participated  in  very  good 
sport,  Mr.  J.  B.  Lawrence  taking  the  first  prize  with 
171b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Wray,  121b.  IS^oz. ;  Mr.  O.  Barrick, 
121b.  2oz.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Chapman,  101b.  <Jox.  The 
river  Hull  is  now  in  fair  trim  for  operations,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  tidal  waters. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

From  Brigg,  on  Bank  Holiday,  two  Lancashire  rods 
were  fortunate  enough  to  win  £5  10s.  of  the  £25 
offered— R.  Melling,  Wigan,  £4,  and  J.  (?  T.)  Holland, 
Wigan,  £1  10s.  Our  men  keep  entering  these  Sheffield 
matches  and  winning  good  prizes,  but  Sheffield  rods 
cannot  be  induced  to  enter  our  matches.  The  new 
rearing  ponds  of  the  Warrington  Angling  Associa- 
tion are  finished,  and  will  be  officially  inspected 
shortly.  The  committee's  match  will  take  place  at 
Heatley  on  Sept.  21,  three  hours'  roving  contest ; 
the  committee  announce  that  certain  privileges  have 
been  secured  for  the  members  of  this  association  at 
Llanymynech.  The  Victoria  Angling  Society  opened 
the  season  at  Norton  on  Saturday  last,  the  following 
securing  the  prizes  :— Messrs.  W.  Bate,  S.  Whittaker, 
T.  Cooper,  S.  Thomas,  and  E.  Gilbert,  bat  sport  was 
poor.  Mr.  J.  Allcock  reports  a  roach,  IGoz.  lOdr.,  from 
the  Gowy,  and  a  good  lot  of  dace.  Mr.  John  Brown, 
Farnworth,  reports  two  eels  from  the  Worsley  Canal, 
16^oz.  and  15Joz.— not  a  bad  brace,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  larger  ones  '  to  he  had  for  the  trying. 
The  annual  open  match  of  the  Stanley  Arms  Angling 
Society,  Leigh,  was  decided  on  Saturday,  Aug.  3;  the 
entry  was  ninety-five.  The  following  is  a  list  of  prize- 
winners :  Messrs.  T.  Holland,  J.  Thorne,  J.  Watson, 
R.  Melling,  A.  Gregson,  W.  Makin,  A.  Smith  and 

F.  Thorne,  14oz.  top  weight.  During  the  past, holidays 
a  party  of  the  St.  Helen's  Anglers  have  been  out  to  the 
Lancaster  Canal.  Sport  was  not  of  the  best.  Our 
rivers  generally  are  in  anything  but  good  order  ;  some 
little  improvement  is  reported  and  fishing  is  better  in 
the  evening. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Britannia  Angling  Society  fished  their  first 
match  at  Northwich  with  satisfactory  results.  The 
following  is  the  official  list  of  prize  winners  :— Messrs. 
W.  Shakeshaft,  J.  Gresty,  A.  Edwards,  J.  Smith, 
J.  Dunbar,  J.  Chalmer,  P.  Orme  and  J.  Sewell.  Two 
city  rods  in  company  with  a  rod  from  Warrington 
visited  the  Bollin  on  August  2  and  had  about  six  hours' 
fishing.  Nine  trout  were  caught  and  three  retained, 
one  good  chub,  one  good  roach,  and  gudgeon  galore 
The  tradesmen's  match  of  the  Ben  Brierley  Angling 
Society  fished  in  their  own  waters  resulted  in  the 
followmg  securing  the  prizes  :  Messrs.  H.  Etchells, 

G.  Summersgill,  G.  Richardson,  and  S.  Lockwood. 
The  event  was  a  most  enjoyable  one  throughout.  The 
annual  match  of  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society 
took  place  at  Chelford  on  Bank  Holiday.  After  a  keen 
contest  the  following  secured  the  prizes  :  Mr.  R.  Leigh, 
Mrs.  R.  Leigh,  and  Messrs.  L.  Needham,  W.  Devonport 
and  J.  Gurr.  Only  two  hom-s  were  allowed  for  fishing. 
The  Shakespeare  Anglers  fished  a  match  at  Althorpe 
on  August  A,  with  the  following  result:  Messrs. 
J.  Curran,  T.  Ryder,  R.  Matthews,  A.  J.  Matthews, 
J.  Williams,  J.  Hyde,  W.  Whittle,  J.  Mellor,  A.  Heald, 
J.  Knowles,  J.  W.  Ludlow,  C.  Binns,  J.  Coyne,  G. 
Jones,  and  B.  Taylor.  Sport  is  reported  good.  Messrs. 
W.  A.  Leigh  and  J.  W.  Lund  had  a  good  day  on  Aug. 
5  :  25  perch,  201b.,  heaviest  fish  lib.  2oz.  The  Levens- 
hulme  fish  the  fifth  stage  of  their  championship 
competition  on  Aug.  17,  and  hold  the  annual  picnic 
on  Aug.  31.  The  Wellington  Angling  Society  have 
selected  Sept.  8  to  visit  Althorpe.  The  Ardwick 
Angling  Society  have  decided  to  visit  Althorpe  on 
Sept.  22.  Mr.  Bates,  Salford,  reports  a  nice  lot  of 
seventeen  roach  from  the  Moss  Reach  length  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  on  Bank  Holiday ;  smallest  fish  8Joz. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  anglers  were  meeting  with  sport  on  the 
Trent  on  Bank  Holiday,  and  probably  the  best  takes 
were  associated  with  the  Colwick  and  Holme  Pierrepont 
waters.  Amongst  others  excelling,  mention  may  be 
made  of  Mr.  H.  Green  and  Mr.  A.  Green.  Fish  were 
also  caught  at  Averham  and  in  Sir  Henry  Bromley's 
private  stretch  at  Stoke  Park.  At  Rolleston,  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  3),  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  creeled  a  grand  lot  of  roach  to  bread- 
paste,  and  Mr.  J.  Ferrin,  of  the  same  society,  secured 
a  large  number  of  eels  and  small  bream  with  the 
worm.  Creed  wheat  experts  have  again  taken  choice 
quantities  of  roach  at  Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow, 
where,  too,  chub  have  shown  sport  to  the  fly.  Mr! 
F.  Clay,  of  West  Bridgford,  has  killed  some  very  large 
chub  and  eels  in  the  Grantham  Canal  with  the  worm. 
The  Trent  is  running  in  very  low  volume,  and  barbel 
anglers  anxious  to  secure  fish  ought  now  to  sub- 
stantially bait  up  their  favourite  swims  or  runs  with, 
say,  1600  lobs. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  rain  we  have  experienced  of  late  has  vastly 
improved  the  waters,  and  capital  sport  has  been 
provided  among  the  coarse  fish,  though  trout 
?,r-  ,  altered  but  little  for  the  better, 
llie  Witham:  has,  perhaps,  benefited  more  than 
other  waters,  and  roach  anglers  have  been  very 
busy  indeed.  Plenty  of  good  bream  have  been  seen, 
but  they  decline  to  bite.  These  will  wait  however 
At  Langrick,  where  there  has  been  a  profusion  roach 
have  run  up  to  lOoz.,  and  creed  wheat  has  invariably 
been  the  killing  bait.  The  Boston  drains  have 
deteriorated  a  little,  but  will  soon  "  coinc  again." 
At  Old  Leek,  some  twelve  miles  away,  however 
anglers  have  taken  as  many  as  they  cared  to  carry' 
creed  wheat  again  being  the  best  bait.  The  fish  were 
beauties,  and  ran  up  to  a  pound  and  just  over.  The 
Brigg  waters  have  provided  very  fair  sport,  and  roach 
anglers  have  been  very  busy  in  the  Trent,  which  is 
rapidly  improving.  Prospects  are  very  bright  all 
round,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  a  spell  of 
really  good  fishing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  on  Bank  Holiday  was  delightful— all 
that  an  angler  could  wish,  either  for  fly  or  bottom 
fisiiing,  and  every  river  and  stream  worth  fishing  was 
visited,  for  thousands  were  out  and  sport  fairly  good 
all  round,  but  in  some  of  the  pegged-down  contests 
the  takes  of  fish  were  small.  Some  of  the  club  members 
went  miles  away  after  the  trout  and  grayling  Messrs 
L.  P.  Higgs,  Martin  Perks,  R.  Wingfield,  F.  Tomlinson- 
Jones,  and  C.  Weston  had  fine  creels  of  fish,  the  trout 
running  large,  grayling  not  exceeding  8oz.  Messrs. 
Hulme,  Curtis,  and  others  did  very  well.  In  the  Teme 
sport  was  very  variable.  At  Knightsford  Bridge  but  few 
fish  were  taken.  Two  miles  further  up  the  river,  chub 
dace,  and  grayling  were  feeding  well,  best  sport  with 
the  fly— the  chub  running  very  large.  In  the  Avon, 
the  bream  took  creed  wheat  and  maggot  fairly  well 
and  many  fish-31b.  to  61b.— were  taken,  and  some 
very  fine  roach.  In  the  Severn,  above  the  city,  some 
exceedingly  fine  chub  were  caught  at  Camp  weir.  Holt 
weir,  and  other  places  higher  up  the  river.  A  good 
number  of  roach  and  dace  were  taken,  but 
they  ran  rather  small.  Below  the  city  a 
great  number  were  fishing,  but  we  heard  of 
but  few  good  catches  being  had,  the  best  sport 
being  had  at  Diglis  weir,  and  that  among  the 
chub  and  dace.  At  Kempsey  sport  was  better  and 
at  Upton  better  still.  Mr.  F.  Pater  caught  81b.  of  fine 
roach,  Mr.  C.  Evans  Sflb.,  Mr.  F.  James  forty-eight 
nice  fish,  and  Mr.  A.  Coombe  a  lot  of  very  fine  chub. 
Mr.  H.  Beard  and  others  caught  a  great  many  fish.' 
Wheat  and  paste  were  the  baits  used.  The  Berkeley 
Arms  Club  had  their  second  contest  at  Twyning  Fleet 
on  the  Avon.  Mr.  T.  Williams  took  first  and  special  for 
heaviest  fish;  Mr.  A.  Clarke,  second;  Mr.  J.  Bowen 
third;  Mr.W. Hill, fourth;  Mr. H.Langford, fifth.  Itwas 
a  three-hours'  peg-down  match.  The  "  York  House  "  Club 
had  their  second  contest  at  Pershore,  sport  very  slow. 
Mr.  Rylands  took  first  prize,  Mr.  A.  Elt  second,  Mr. 
P.  Thomas  third.  Eel-tishiug  during  the  week  has 
been  very  productive,  and  a  great  number  have  been 
taken,  some  up  to  21b.  weight ;  they  are  well  on  the 
run  in  canal  and  river. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  thirty-fourth  All-England  (Leeds)  Angling 
Competition  is  reported  on  another  page.  The  Royal 
Oak  (York)  Convivial  Angling  Association  had  a  most 
enjoyable  outing  to  Wheldrake  on  Aug.  5.  Terry's 
Emjjloiji's'  Angling  Club  fished  their  second  match 
at  Ellerton,  and  in  spite  of  a  very  strong  wind 
that  blew  across  the  stream,  five  hours'  good 
sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  A.  Metcalf  had  the  biggest 
catch  41b.  15oz.  The  Old  Ebor  Angling  Association 
fished  their  last  match  of  the  season  at  Nun-Monkton. 
The  water  was  not  in  very  good  trim,  but  the  catches 
were  up  to  the  standard.  In  the  results  Mr.  R. 
Broadley  was  the  most  successful,  with  31b.  13Joz. 
weight  of  fish.  A.  Pratt  won  the  aggregate  prize  for 
the  season  1901  with  51b.  5^oz.,  T.  Walton  running 
close  up  with  51b.  5Joz.  The  Groves  A.  C.  held  their 
second  match  on  Wheldrake  Ings,  and  found  the 
water  low  and  clear,  and  altogether  against  lar^e 
catches.  ° 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND 
RAILWAY. 


CHATHAM 


Dear  Sir,- In  reply  to  your  request,  I  shall  have 
pleasure  in  issuing  anglers'  tickets  from  Woolwich  to 
stations  on  the  :Medway  at  the  London  fare,  also  from 
Abbey  Wood,  Belvedere,  and  Erith  at  3s.  9d.  third- 
class  return. — Yours  truh', 

(Signed")      Vixcent  W.  Hill, 
General  Manager. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 

Central  Association  of  London  Clubs, 
0,  Priter-road,  S.E. 
July  31,  1901. 
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OUR      SPECIAL"   TROUT   FLY  RODS 

THE  "TYNESIDE. 

In  three  joints   Green  heart  throughout,  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and  ferrules,  button   ringed  brazed 
and  tenoned,  and  handsomely  finished  in  partition  bag  uomplete—  "ui-w",  nngea,  oiazed, 

N"-  J-    B  <l 

1-2  9ft.  or  10ft   n   7  fi  ■ 

3      lift   ::  ••  III 

*      12ft   :;  ::  «  »  « 

Fitted  with  rust-proof  steel  snake  rings  at  Is.  each  extra. 
Double  brazed,  with  superior  fittings  and  finish— 

5  9ft.,  one  top   n  in  e 

6  9ft.,  two  tops    ::  ;:  ;;  nil 

I  JHi-    "     "   0  12  6 

"  >'     "   0  13  6 

Snake  rings.  Is.  6d.  extra.   In  four  joints.  Is.  6d.  extra. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  rod  has  been  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that  I  am  glad  to  recommend  to  my  friends  what  I  know  to  be  a 
trustworthy  piece  of  work. — E.  H.  ■vnu"      uc  a 


THE  "WANSBECK  "  TROUT  ROD. 

In  two  joints,  Greenheart  throughout  with  balanced  handle,  bronzed  winch  fittings  and  ferrules,  wood  button  rinsed  brazed 
and  tenoned,  handsomely  finished  m  natural  polish,  or  with  rosewood  stained  butt,  in  partition  bag,  complete— 

1230-1-2-3-4   8ft.,  Sift.,  9ft.,  94ft.,  or  10ft                                        .  "^ft  fi' 

1235-6-7-8      104ft.,  lift.,  lUft.,  or  12ft   .'.               "      Q  12  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  extra. 

For  those  who  want  a  good  serviceable  2-piece  rod  at  a  moderate  cost  this  will  be  found  everything  that  can  be  desired  ■  the 

action  and  finish  is  superior  to  many  higher  priced  rods.  j      o        ^<"i      ue&iieu  ,  me 

Ditto,  double  brazed,  two  tops —  o    „  i 

1239-1240-1   8ft.,  81ft.,  or  9ft   n  li  k 

1242-3-4        9Ut.,  10ft.,  or  lOJft   "       "       n  ^i  R 

1245-6-7        lift.,  llift.,  or  12ft   \[       0  17  6 

Snake  rings,  Is.  6d.  extra. 
Dear  Sir,— I  consider  the  rod  you  supplied  me  with  excellent  value.— C.  T.  I. 

c„..,^^!«H^il';7^f'"''  F*"^^^^  pleased  with  the  2-piece  greenheart  trout  rod  which  you  built  specially  for  me  last  month,  and  am 
surprised  that  at  such  a  very  moderate  price  so  good  a  rod  can  be  produced.  "miini,  anu  am 

You  have  made  me  exactly  what  J  asked  for,  ami  the  Avay  the  rod  puts  a  fly  is  i|iiite  a  treat.— M.  S.  C. 

Dear  Sir,—"  Wansbeck"  Rod  a  perfect  dream  ;  throws  a  good  fly  ;  kills  a  good  flsh  ;  just  what  I  wanted  — F  P 
to  be'ap^ec^i"ted?°''"''  ^''""^  '  "  '^^  '  ^'^"^^''"^ '  '"-^  i^i"'^.     «  trout  rod  which  must  be  seen 


Our  Special  "COQUETDALE"  Double- 
Handed  Fly  Rods. 

somdy  toTshiSl'l^pSon^"^'';™  ""^  """'^  fittings  and  ferrules,  ringed,  and  hand- 

40  13ft   n  ifi  fi  ■ 

41  14ft     n\%  % 

*2      15ft    ::   ::   ;:  « 

Extracts  from  Press  Notices  of  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1895. 

"■We  also  liked  several  other  patterns  of  rods,  especially  a  '  Coquetdale '  fourteen -footer  ;  this  rod  came  to  the  hand  very 
readily,  had  sharp  recovery,  and  discovered  great  power."— Angler.  ' 
"  The  '  Coquetdale  '  double-handed  grilse  rods  are  high-class  weapons,  "—iojid  and  Water. 
"  The  '  Coquetdale '  is  an  especially  good  pattern."— JJod  and  Gun. 


"Our  Special  "TYNESIDE"  Salmon  Rods. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart  throughout,  double  brazed  fittings,  two  tops,  &c.,  similar  to  our  "Tyneside"  Trout  rods  in 
partition  bag,  complete — 

f°'  f-^-    ^15  6- 

"    1  10  0 

*^    115  0 

46  19it.      . .                                  ......         .  •>   n  n 

*7     20ft   ::       ;:  m 

Dear  Sir,-Tlie  rod  I  purchased  of  you  in  July  last  was  in  use  throughout  our  holiday,  and  we  were  entirely  satisfied  with 
It ;  not  only  did  I  find  it  a  capital  rod,  but  my  fisherman  was  delighted  with  it.  oai-iaueu  wivii 

It  threw  a  capital  line,  and  was  in  every  way  most  successful  throughout  a  month's  hard  and  constant  use  in  Norway  and  I 
had  greater  success  in  very  diflicult  water,  and  with  trying  winds,  than  with  any  other  rod  I  have  used.— C.  H^O. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


RULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES  * 
{Continued  from  page 

34.  lit-m,  That  the  Owner  of  every  Trinhe,  lliall  in 
every  dark  and  foggy  Night  hang  forth  out  of  his  faid 
Tnnkc-boal,  one  Lantlioin,  with  a  fufficient  Candle 
Light  for  the  l:etter  and  fjifer  Paffage  (  f  Ships,  Boats, 
and  Veffels  passing  to  .I'.di  fro  ;  and  tliot  ttie  7 rinke 
Cable  of  every  'I'riukc  fliall  be  no  more  than  Twenty-five 
Fathom  long  at  the  nioft,  and  none  of  M\ti.Hcidmilt  fhall 
be  above  Twenty-five  Fathcm  long;  and  every  Warp 
fhall  be  Sixty  Fathom  long  ;  and  no  more,  to  fheer  oft", 
and  give  Way,  if  any  Ship,  Grayer,  or  other  Veffel, 
fhall  chance  to  drive  upon  them,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit 
and  pay  Forty  Shillings  for  every  fuch  (jffence. 

35.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  being  a  Hebberman ,  fiiall 
put  down  his  Net  in  time  of  Flood  ;  or  draw  the  Shores, 
or  ufe  any  Hood-Net,  or  draw  one  Net  into  another,  or 
Fifh  in  any  Haven,  Creek,  Breach  or  Iffue,  with  any 
Net  of  leffer  Size  than  two  Inches  and  three  Quarters  in 
the  Me/h,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Forty  Shillings 
for  every  fuch  Offence. 

36.  Item,  That  every  ITebber-Net  fliall  be  without 
Hofe  ;  and  that  every  Hebberman  fliall  fifli  by  the  Shore, 
and  Pitch  his  two  Anchors,  one  at  half  Ebb,  and  the 
other  in  the  Stream  ;  and  fliall  have  but  fifty  Fathom 
Rope  allowed  for  the  Pitch  of  his  Anchors,  in  the  River; 
and  that  no  Hebberman  fliall  lie  a  floating  or  flatting  for 
Smelts,  or  other  Fifli,  between  two  Anchors,  in  the 
Midft  of  the  Stream,  or  fliall  have  any  Kind  of  Weight 
of  Lead,  Iron,  Stone,  or  otherwife,  in  any  Net,  or  ufe 
any  Barrel,  Firkin,  Kilderkin,  Cafk,  Wherry  or  other 
Device,  other  than  what  is  hereby  allowed  ;  or  fhall  fifh 
from  Good- Friday  unto  Bartholomew-Tide  yearly,  be- 
twixt London-Bridge  and  Grave/end  with  any  Net  under 
two  Inches  and  a  Half  in  the  Me/h,  and  that  Bobs  fhall  , 
be  baited  by  Hebbermen,  either  with  Plaice  or  Flounders ; 
and  that  no  Perfon  fhall  ufe  above  four  Bobs  at  a  Time. 
And  that  no  Ihbberman  fhall  work  any  higher  for' 
Whitings  than  Barking  Creek,  or  fhall  work  there  with 
any  Manner  f)f  Nets,  for  IVhitin-s  of  leffer  Size  than  full 
Inch  and  a  Half  wide,  wet  and  dry,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  ' 
and  pay  Tzventy  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

37.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  fifh  above  Hall  Haven 
on  the  North-flde,  and  Horfing  on  the  South-fide,  with 
any  Net  for  Soles  under  three  Inches  in  the  upper  Part, 
and  two  Inches  and  a  half  in  the  Cod  (which  Cod  fhall 
be  two  Yards  long,  and  no  more)  and  that  no  Perfon 
fhall  work  in  Tilbury-Hope  after  Michaelmas-Day,  with 
any  Manner  of  Net,  for  J'laice,  under  three  Inches  wide, 
all  the  Net  over  ;  or  come  at  any  Time  upon  any  Trayle 
with  any  other  Net,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Twenty 
Shillings  fur  every  fuch  Offence. 

38.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  pitch,  fet,  or  erec'l  any 
Riffe-Hedge,  or  Half-Net,  upon  the  Stakes,  or  otherwife, 
within  the  full  Sea,  of  low  Water  in  any  Place  or  Places, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch 
Offence. 

39.  Item,  That  no  Drag-Net,  or  other  Net,  fhall  at 
any  Time  of  the  Year  be  brought  to  or  landed  on  any 
fhore  of  the  River  Thames,  or  Waters  of  Medway,  (ex- 
cept Snlinon-Nels,  Shad-Ncls,  and  Smell-Nets,  of  the 
Dimenfions  hereby  allowed,  and  durinj^  the  Seafon,  and 
in  the  Stations  hereby  allowed  for  fifhing  for  Salmon, 
Shads  and  Smelts)  under  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five 
Founds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

40.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall,  by  any  Device,  Ways 
or  Means,  wilfully  take,  deflroy,  or  fpoil,  any  Spawn, 
Fry  or  Brood  of  Fifh,  or  Spat  of  Oyjlcrs,  under  the 
Penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  Five  Founds  for  every 
fuch  Offence. 

41.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  wilfully  take  or  catch 
any  Fifh  out  of  Season,  or  during  the  Time  or  Seafon  of 
Spawning,  under  Pdin  to  forfeit  and  pay  Ftve  Poinuls  for 
every  fuch  Offence. 

42.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  knowingly,  have  in  his 
Cuflody,  or  cry,  carry  about,  or  expofe  to,  or  for  Sale, 
on  any  Part  of  the  River  Thames,  or  in  the  Waters  of 
Medway,  within  the  JurifdiClion  aforefaid,  or  in  the 
Cities  of  London,  and  H'ejlmi?i/ler,  or  the  Liberties 
thereof,  or  in  the  Counties  of  Middle/ex,  Surry,  EJJex 
and  Kent,  or  any  of  them,  any  Fifh  out  of  Seafon,  or 
any  Spawn,  Fry,  or  Brood  of  Thames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of 
the  Waters  of  Aledway,  or  Spat  of  Oyjlers,  or  any 
Thames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of  the  Waters  of  Medu'ay,  under 
the  Dimenfions  or  Size  allowed  by  the  Orders  hereby 
made ;  or  fhall  fell  or  expofe  to  or  for  Sale,  any  7 homes 
Smells  (except  only  in  the  Seafon  in  which  the  fame  are 
hereby  allowed  to  be  caught)  or  fhall  knowingly  fell  or 
expofe  to  or  for  Sale,  at  any  Time  of  the  Year,  any  un- 
wholefome,  unfeafonable  or  unfizeable  Thames  Fifh,  or 
Fifh  of  the  Waters  of  Medway,  under  the  Penalty  to 
forfeit  the  fame  to  any  Perfon  who  fliall  make  Seizure 
thereof  (and  which  any  Perfon  is  hereby  authorifed  to 
do,  and  to  bring  the  Offender  before  a  Magi(lratc)  and 
alfo  under  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  luch  Offence 
Fi7-e  Pounds. 

(To  be  continued.) 

*  Reprinted  from  an  old  pamphlet  by  Clark,  Mayor,  dated 
October,  1785,  and  printed  by  Henry  Feuwick,  Snow  Hill,  London. 


ilofcs  from  tlfc  Woxi^, 


An  angler  on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee  had,  the 
other  night,  a  most  unfortunate  experience.  He 
hooked,  ran,  and  almost  landed  a  beautiful  grilse  of 
61b.,  but  at  the  last  moment  his  cast  gave  way  and 
his  prize  escaped  him  at  the  very  last  gasp.  This  was 
not  the  worst  of  it,  for  the  netters  above,  ever  on  the 
look  out,  ran  out  their  cobble  and  scooped  in  the 
identical  grilse,  with  the  lost  tackle  sticking  in  its  Jaw 

Are  the  netters  bound  to  hand  over  the  tackle  ?  As 
for  myself,  I  would  not  touch  suoh  stuff  with  a  long 
pole,  but  it  is  the  principle  of  the  thing.  The  angler, 
had  he  landed  his  grilse,  was  by  the  rules  (local) 
bound  to  pay  market  rates  for  his  fish  or  hand  it  over, 
and  on  the  same  grounds  I  should  think  lost  tackle 
can  be  recovered. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  is  at  Mar  Lodge.  Her  Royal 
Highness  is  "in  clover"  this  season.  Her  pools  are 
literally  teeming,  and  if  she  does  not  enjoy  her  hobby 
to  its  fullest  bent  it  certainly  will  not  be  for  the  want 
of  fish. 


Some  three  grilse  and  five  sea-trout  was  the  total 
catch  for  six  hours'  work  of  six  men  netting  the  tidal 
water  of  the  Dee  last  Monday  morning.  The  Powries 
do  not  let  anything  past  them,  and  if  this  was  their 
all,  which  I  saw  weighed,  what  about  ,the  other 
netters  and  the  anglers  above  them. 


This  is  the-time  when  the  "  goose  "  is  killed,  not  the 
early  spring,  when  there  is  abundance  and  to  spare. 
Were  all  tidal  netting — not  sea  netting,  mark  me — 
suspended  at  this  season  of  the  year,  from  July  1 
onwards,  the  salmon  problem  would  be  partly  solved. 

The  London  Scottish,  four  hundred  strong,  are 
marching  along  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Dee.  She 
has  not  been  so  small  within  the  memory  of  the 
proverbial  fisherman,  and  the  chances  of  a  fish  are 
remote,  although  the  whole  river  is  open  to  them. 

All  London  appears  to  be  on  the  move  North. 
Trains  are  from  two  to  four  hours  late  in  arriving  at 
Aberdeen. 


The  Ugie  is  "  booming."  It  is  the  only  spot  where 
a  few  grilse  and  sea-trout  are  being  got.  The  tickets 
for  August  are  20s.,  or  10s.  per  week,  and  may  be  had 
at  the  Sportsmaiv's  Depot,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen. 
Nowhere,  as  yet,  is  there  any  run  of  fish  worth 
speaking  about.    When  they  do  I  shall  spot  them. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol  is  at  Ballogie,  Sir  Allan  McKenzie 
at  Glenmuick,  Mr.  Keiller  at  Morven,  Mr.  Neumann 
at  Invercauld,  General  Hanburry,  Lady  Curzon,  etc 
all  in  waiting  for  the  "  Twelfth  "  and  after. 

Miss  Macaulay,  of  Putney,  London,  an  expert 
swimmer,  was  drowned  while  bathing  in  the  Deveron 
on  Friday  last  (August  2).  When  crossing  a  stiff 
current  she  must  have  been  seized  by  cramp,  or  heart 
failure  ensued,  as  she  suddenly  sank  and  never 
reappeared  again.  Special  Scotch. 


COUNTY  PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


Club  secretaries  are  reminded  that  entries  for  the 
£15  Championship  Competition,  to  be  held  in  our 
canal  atToynton  on  Saturday  next,  Aug.  17,  closes  on 
Thursday,  Aug.  15,  and  it  is  requested  that  special 
efforts  will  be  made  to  make  it  a  success.  Our  water 
at  Irlam  continues  to  maintain  its  reputation  for 
specimen  fish,  and  during  the  last  few  days  some  very 
fine  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken.  The  Maccles- 
field and  Peak  Forest  Canals  are  also  fishing  well. 
The  Talbot  Angling  Society  (Hyde),  a  recently  formed 
club,  has  joined  us.  Tom  Deiveb,  Hon.  Sec. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  at  our  meeting  on  Aug.  7. 
Mr.  Burton  kindly  offered  two  prizes  for  fish  from  the 
Lea,  one  for  the  heaviest  bream  and  the  other  for  the 
heaviest  roach.  Several  members  have  fished  the  club 
water  with  fair  success— Mr.  Potter  taking  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons,  roach  and  dace  (some  of 
the  latter  up  to  lloz.) ;  Mr.  Ward,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch,  and  got  smashed  up  by  one  of  the  large  barbel ; 
Mr.  Attwood,  roach  ;  Mr.  Saunders,  barbel,  largest 
olb.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  Whitbread,  tench,  2flb.  Three 
eels,  weighing  respectively  GJlb.,  41b.,  and  41b., 
have  been  taken  by  the  Miller,  and  all  trout 
fishermen  will  rejoice  that  their  ravages  in  our 
water  have  been  put  a  stop  to.  From  other 
waters  Messrs.  Scholefield  and  Westrup  reported 
takmg  a  number  of  carp,  but  nothing  over  41b.  Mr. 


I  o'  reported  taking  seven  dozen  good  smelts 

at  Southend.  Our  members  now  fishing  north-east  of 
Ireland  report  "that  waters  are  very  low,  and  it  is 
hard  work  to  creel  three  or  four  brace  of  sizeable 
trout  m  a  day's  fishing."  Mr.  F.  Berry,  from  Arran, 
reports  "  sport  slow,  except  sea-fishing."         G.  W. 


RAPID-FIRE   FLY-CASTING  FOR 
BLACK  BASS. 
By  Edwakd  J.  Taylor. 


In  September,  1900,  I  stumbled  into  a  new  way  to 
catch  black  bass  with  the  artificial  fly.  Many  anglers, 
when  fishing  for  black  bass  with  flies,  claim  that  the 
fly  should  be  allowed  to  sink  below  the  surface  of  the 
water,  say  to  a  distance  of  six  inches  or  more,  then 
moved  slowly  along  through  the  water;  and  I  have 
caught  many  bass  in  this  manner.  But  there  is 
another  way,  much  more  killing,  and  being  of  a 
generous  nature  I  have  decided  to  give  this  secret  away. 
For  many  seasons  I  have  put  in  a  week  or  more 
hunting  and  fishing  on  Lake  Senachwine,  111.  This 
lake  is  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Chicago,  on  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  Pacific  Railwav,  and  is  a 
favourite  haunt  for  Chicago  sportsmen. 

Last  August  I  fished  this  lake  with  bait  and  fly,  and 
one  hot  afternoon,  having  made  many  casts  with  frog 
and  minnow,  I  finally  decided  to  give  it  up,  and  started 
back  to  camp.  I  rowed  slowly  along  on  the  home- 
ward trip,  and  met  a  boat  containing  two  anglers  who 
reported  very  poor  luck,  in  fact,  the  bass  were  "  off 
their  feed"  evidently.  I  thought  it  would  be  some 
sport  to  practise  fly-casting,  so  set  up  my  fly  rod  and 
put  on  a  Professor  fly,  tied  to  a  five-foot  leader.  There 
was  just  enough  wind  blowing  to  drift  the  boat  slowly 
along,  and  I  commenced  to  cast  into  every  "pocket" 
among  the  rushes,  and  to  see  how  close  I  could  cast 
the  fly  to  some  lily  pads  without  striking  them.  As 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  fish  was  expected  at  4  p.m., 
on  a  hot  and  sunshiny  day,  I  stood  up  in  the  boat  and 
cast  into  every  little  opening  among  the  rushes  and 
lily  pads,  sometimes  tapping  the  water  gently  with 
the  fly,  then  snapping  it  sharply  down  upon  the  water. 
A  patch  of  lily  pads  tempted  my  skill  in  clearing  the 
rushes  surrounding  them,  so  I  made  a  long,  perfect 
cast,  and  the  fly  struck  the  water  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  rushes,  when  I  quickly  recovered  the  fly  without 
having  allowed  the  leader  to  touch  the  water.  As  the 
fly  started  back  I  looked  over  my  right  shoulder,  and 
noticed  a  tempting  array  of  lily  pads  about  thirty  feet 
distant,  to  the  right,  so  I  cast  close  to  the  edge  of  this 
likely-looking  spot,  then  cast  back  into  the  first  opening 
— then  back  into  the  vicinity  of  the  lily  pads.  After 
making  from  ten  to  fifteen  casts,  exactly  as  I  have 
described,  I  put  the  fly  within  an  inch  of  a  lily  pad, 
and  when  I  tried  to  recover  it  held  fast,  and  I  had 
hooked  a  bass. 

Now,  the  question  arose— was  this  bass  in  that  par- 
ticular place  when  I  first  cast  the  fly  there  ?  If  so, 
why  did  it  not  take  the  fly  the  first  time  it  appeared  ? 
Or  was  the  bass  attracted  to  that  spot  by  the  spattering 
on  the  water  ?  So  I  tried  it  again.  The  water  was 
about  four  feet  deep,  and  the  bottom  was  sandy  and 
covered  by  a  fine,  greenish-looking  moss  in  large 
patches,  then  alternating  sand  and  moss. 

Again  was  this  same  process  repeated,  only  varied, 
at  intervals,  by  putting  the  fly  gently  on  the  water 
several  times,  and  then  drawing  it  swiftly  over  the 
surface.  I  did  not  get  a  strike  the  entire  afternoon 
on  the  first  cast,  and  in  some  instances  it  was  only 
after  twenty  or  more  casts  that  I  got  a  strike.  Once 
I  counted  up  to  twenty  casts,  and  was  about  to  try 
another  opening  when  a  three-pound  bass  almost  broke 
my  rod,  as  he  struck  at  the  very  moment  of  recovery, 
and  the  fact  that  I  had  hold  of  some  of  the  slack 
line  with  my  left  hand  was  the  only  thing  that  saved 
the  rod. 

This  peculiar  manner  of  holding  some  four  feet  of 
slack  line  in  the  left  hand,  when  casting  the  fly  for 
trout  or  bass,  is  also  practised  by  Mr.  Frank  B.  Orr,  of 
Chicago,  and  he  can  attest  to  its  great  help  in  this 
method  of  casting  for  either  fish.  I  gave  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  value  of  this  style  of  fly-casting 
before  Mr.  E.  Strong,  of  Chicago,  while  on  Prairie 
River,  Wisconsin,  one  day  in  May,  1899.  By  holding 
from  three  to  four  feet  of  slack  line  in  the  left  hand, 
and  when  just  about  to  finish  up  making  the  cast,  the 
line  must  be  freed  from  the  left  hand  and  the  rod 
pointed  directly  towards  the  objective  point,  and  if  this 
is  done  properly  the  fly  can  be  shot  into  any  small 
opening  among  the  bushes  and  trees  which  line  many 
trout  and  bass  streams  ;  and  it  is  away  in  there,  in  the 
shady  and  sheltered  nooks,  that  your  large  trout,  and 
even  bass,  generally  are  hiding. 

After  hooking  ten  bass  on  Lake  Senachwine  by  this 
method  of  fly-casting,  I  met  a  boat  containing  two 
men  from  New  York  City— Henry  Smith  and  Fred 
Mason — and  they  said  that  they  had  noticed  my 
peculiar  actions,  and  as  I  seemed  to  be  catching  fish 
they  had  rowed  over  from  the  other  side  of  the  lake 
to  satisfy  their  curiosity.  I  told  them  that  a  strip  of 
pork  rind  did  the  business,  as  I  was  not  certain  or  sure, 


in  my  mind,  about  the  bass  being  insane  that  after- 
noon or  I  and  now  ideas  are  so  ridiculed  that  I  was 

afraid  of  being  jeered. 

As  night  approach(;d,  and  the  sun  threw  long  shadows 
on  the  lake,  I  made  many  casts  into  my  shadow  on  the 
water,  and  though  1  u.sed  all  the  skill  and  art  at  my 
command  not  a  strike  did  I  get  from  the  path  of  this 
shadow,  or  near  it.  But  wlicn  casting  towards  the  sun 
1  always  caught  the  greater  number  of  fish.  The 
following  day  1  tried  the  same  style  of  casting  again, 
thinking  that,  perhaps,  the  bass  were  feeding  only  on 
flies  and  millers  the  previous  day,  and  I  had  determined 
to  give  this  experiment  a  fair  test.  So  the  second  day 
of  this  style  of  casting  I  tried  three  different  kinds  of 
flies  and  once  hooked  on  a  small  strip  of  white  flesh 
cut  from  the  throat  of  a  small  bass.  I  struck  bass 
weighing  from  one  to  four  pounds,  and  am  firmly  con- 
vinced that  the  fish  were  teased  into  striking  the  fly 
as  I  struck  many  bass  while  snapping  the  fly  rapidlv 
down  on  to  the  water,  and  they  could  not  possiblV 
have  had  time  to  see  what  kind  of  an  object  it  was  at 
which  they  struck.  The  only  explanation  which  offers 
itsGlt  IS  that  the  bass  believed  the  lure  to  be  a  real  11  v 
flying  close  to  tiie  surface  of  the  water,  and  that  "it 
was  something  to  eat. 

The  following  week  I  fished  on  Lake  Marie,  near 
Antioch,  111.,  and  took  twelve  bass  in  one  morning 
running  from  one  to  three  pounds  in  weight.  While 
fishing  at  Lake  Marie  the  weather  was  quite  unsettled 
and  the  lake  was  the  centre  of  a  number  of  electric 
storms.  One  morning,  after' a  night  of  continuous 
storm,  it  grew  very  quiet,  and  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Oak 
Park,  ill.,  and  I  rowed  out  to  some  favourite  weed 
beds  to  cast  for  bass.  The  water  was  verv  smooth 
and  like  a  silver  platter  it  reflected  the  rays  of  the 
rising  sun.  Suddenly  we  witnessed  a  peculiar  and 
inost  interesting  scene.  Bass  commenced  to  leap  from 
the  water  m  all  directions.  The  noise,  as  they  struck 
the  water  after  leaping,  was  incessant,  and  they  would 
leap  high  out  of  the  water,  sometimes  within  a  few 
feet  of  the  boat,  describing  a  half  circle  in  the  air  and 
falhng  back  with  a  loud  splash  into  the  lake  We 
never  saw  so  many  large  bass  leap  at  the  same  time  • 
and  this  novel  performance  was  kept  up  for  over  an 
hour,  when  it  suddenly  ceased  and  the  surface  of  the 
lake  was  perfectly  quiet.  That  afternoon  I  practised 
rapid-fire  casting  among  the  rushes  at  the  west  end  of 
the  lake,  near  the  Grass  Lake  channel,  and  had 
seventeen  strikes,  saving  twelve  bass. 

Being  satisfied  that  this  way  of  casting  the  fly  was 
all  right  on  lakes,  I  was  desirous  of  testing  it  on  some 
river,  so  I  went  up  to  the  best  stream  I  know  of— near 
Chicago— the  same  being  Wolf  River,  at  Gill's  Landing. 
Wis.,  about  two  hundred  miles  from  Chicago  on  the 
Wisconsin  Central  Railroad.  This  river  flows  into 
Lake  Winnebago  eventually,  and  it  is  a  fine  stream 
well  stocked  with  small-mouthed  black  bass.  There  I 
tried  four  flies -the  Gray  Hackle,  Professor,  Grizzly 
King,  and  March  Brown.  I  fished  this  river  from  a 
boat,  allowing  the  same  to  drift  almost  at  will  and  I 
stood  up  to  do  my  casting.  The  first  day  I  had  thirty- 
two  strikes,  but  hooked  only  nine  bass,  running  from 
one  to  three  pounds.  I  am  very  fond  of  fly  fishing  for 
trout,  and  think  the  rainbow  trout  can  put  up  a 
splendid  fight ;  but  the  sport  I  had  on  this  Wolf  River 
fly-fishing  for  small-mouthed  black  bass,  was  certainly 
enough  to  satisfy  any  angler.  A  three  pound  small- 
mouthed  black  bass,  the  genuine  red  eye— hooked  to  a 
No.  6-0  fly  on  five-foot  leader  and  bending  a  five-ounce 
fly  rod- especially  when  he  has  running  water  to  fiafit 
m,  IS  good  enough  for  me ;  and,  at  any  cast,  the  angler 
on  Wolf  River  is  liable  to  hook  a  four  or  five  pounder. 
_  The  very  same  tactics  which  I  used  so  successfully 
in  catching  the  fly  for  large  trout,  on  many  Colorado 
and  Wisconsin  streams,  proved  effective  in  catching 
bass  on  Lake  Marie,  Lake  Senachwine,  and  the  Wolf 
River.  It  is  certainly  the  most  scientific  and 
fascinating  way  to  fish  for  trout  or  bass. 

In  my  next  article  I  will  tell  of  mv  experience  mth 
the  rainbow  and  black-spotted  trout  of  the  Rio  Grande 
del  Norte,  m  Colorado,  last  season.  I  have  taken 
three  distinct  varieties  of  trout  from  the  Rio  Grande— 
the  rainbow,  the  black-spotted,  and  a  beautiful  trout 
which  must  be  a  cross  between  these  two  kinds  of 
trout,  for  It  has  the  black  spots  like  the  ordinary 
black-spotted  and  a  delicate  faint  band  of  pink  colour 
running  along  the  side,  like  the  rainbow.  This  trout 
puts  up  as  game  a  fight  as  the  rainbow,  and  its  flesh 
has  the  delicate  flavour  of  the  Eastern  brook  trout  — 
American  Field. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  66 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

12,335.  Mr.  Julius  Schafer,  45,  Southampton-build- 
ings, Chancery-lane.  "An  improved  pro- 
cess  for  the  manufacture  of  fish  powder." 
14,351.  Mr.  Harry  James  Mil  ward,  66,  I'rospect-hill, 
Redditch.  Improvements  in  and  connected 
with  hues  used  for  angling  or  fishing 
purposes,  and  for  the  better  control  of  same 
when  out  of  the  hands  of  the  fisherman 
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PEOPOSED  ASSOCIATION 
TO  PEOTECT  THE  INTEEESTS  OF 
ANGLEES  IN  NOEWAY. 


AVe  are  informed,  on  excellent  authority,  that 
the  discontent  with  the  methods  of  the  Norwegian 
river  dealers  and  their  advocates  is  likely  to  result 
in  the  formation  of  an  influential  association  to 
protect  the  interests  of  anglers  in  Norway. 

The  objects  will  probably  include  obtaining 
redress  for  cases  of  past  misrepresentation  as  well 
as  seeking  to  prevent  such  in  the  future. 


A  LATE  NOTE  ABOUT  THE 
EVANGEE. 


A  LETTEE  from  Evanger,  dated  Monday  morning, 
states  that  the  one  gentleman  now  fishing  the  hotel 
water  there  landed  on  Saturday  a  salmon  of  401b. 
and  another  of  15lb.,  besides  grilse  and  sea-trout 
either  the  same  or  following  evening. 

Anyone  going  out  at  once  would  probably  have 
a  good  chance  of  sport. 


ANSWERS  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

Thomas  Fostee. — Use  formalin,  say  five  per  cent, 
solution. 


Cotreeponbencc* 

\_We  do  not  Iwld  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


DACE  IN  THE  USK. 

Deae  Sie, — During  last  week  we  were  netting  part 
of  the  river  Usk,  near  Brecon,  with  the  idea  of  seeing 
what  trout  there  were  in  a  particular  stretch  of  the 
river;  In  one  draw  of  the  net,  and  less  than  a  hundred 
yards  of  river,  we  landed  319  dace,  averaging  at  least 
Jib.',  besides  the  trout,  and  these  latter  ran  up  to  2f  lb., 
but  they  were  not  so  plentiful  by  any  means  as 
formerly.  There  are  said  to  be  as  many  dace  all 
through  the  river  as  in  this  particular  stretch,  and  as 
far  as  one  could  find  out  by  enquiry  no  effort  is  being 
made  to  clear  them  out.  Would  you  mind  saying  if 
you  think  that  the  increase  of  dace  would  account  for 
the  falling  ofi  in  the  trout  fishing  ? — Youi-s  truly, 

Frome.  E.  A.  Litten. 

[There  is  no  doubt  that  too  many  dace  must  be  bad 
for  the  trout,  as  they  eat  food  the  trout  would  other- 
wise get. — Ed.] 


HOUSE  WANTED  WHERE  GOOD  TKOUT 
FISHING  IS  TO  BE  HAD. 

Deae  Sie, — The  selection  "of  a  house  for  "  Ply 
Fisher"  is  rather  too  tall  an  order  for  me  to  fulfil, 
but  if  your  correspondent  would  care  to  accept  the 
suggestions  of  one  who  has  thrown  a  fly  on  many 
waters,  and  who  is,  moreover,  tolerably  familiar  with 
the  highways  and  byeways  of  Great  Britain,  it  would 
be  a  pleasure  to  indicate  one  or  two  localities  where 
he  could  obtain  the  coveted  fishing. 

Were  I  in  the  same  happy  position  as  "  Fly  Fisher," 
I  should  take  a  journey  due  north,  and  have  a  cast 
round  the  neighbourhood  of  Carlisle — Wetheral  for 
choice.  The  Carlisle  Angling  Association  hold  some 
good  water  on  the  Eden,  and  they  issue  season  tickets 
for  salmon  and  trout  at  a  most  moderate  cost.  Carlisle 
is  an  excellent  centre  for  an  angler,  the  "  Merrie  Citie  " 
being  surrounded  on  all  sides  with  good  fishing  waters. 
Fine  fronting  can  be  had  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Caldew  and  on  the  Petteril,  whilst  further  afield 
lies  the  Eamont,  the  Cocker,  and  the  Cumberland 
Derwent,  all  of  which  afiord  good  sport. 

If  this  suggestion  does  not  commend  itself  to  "Fly 
Fisher"  let  him  gang  for'ard  and  cross  the  border  to 
the  "muckle  toon  "  of  Langholm.  Hereabouts  he  can 
command  capital  sport  by  taking  a  ticket  from  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association,  who  rent  miles 
of  the  Esk  and  all  its  many  tributaries.  Eeally  good 
fishing  can  be  obtained  in  this  locality  for  sea-trout 
and  herling,  whilst  the  salmon  fishing,  now  that  the 
nets  in  the  Solway  have  been  abolished,  is  certain  to 
be  excellent  this  coming  autumn.  Ebkdale  is  one 
of  the  loveliest  valleys  on  the  Scottish  border,  the 
picturesque  beauty  and  floral  attractions  of  the  pretty 
villages  of  Canonbie  and  Gilnockie  reminding  one  of 
the  rich  colouring  of  a  Devonshire  combe  rather  than  of 
the  more  "stern  and  wild"  scenery  usually  associated 
with  the  Land  0' Cakes.  Certainly  I  know  of  no  spot 
within  the  four  seas  that  offers  more  inducements  to 


the  angler,  the  artist,  and  the  lover  of  nature  than 
does  this  beautiful  Dumfriesshire  valley,  and  before 
making  his  final  selection  I  should  recommend  "  Fly 
Fisher  "  to  visit  it. 

As  regards  the  Welsh  streams  possibly  the  Dee 
would  suit  your  correspondent  the  best.  There  are 
some  fair  fronting  lengths  on  it,  and  the  grayling 
fishing  is  also  worth  trying.  The  Corwen  Angling 
Association  rent  a  good  stretch  of  the  river,  and  the 
tickets  for  fishing  it  are  cheap  enough.  There  is 
also  some  fair  trouting  to  be  had  at  Llanbedr  (near 
Barmouth)  on  the  little  river  Artro,  and  in  Llyn  Cwm 
Bychan,  and  other  small  lakes  in  the  district,  which 
is  full  of  wild  beauty,  and  which  from  a  scenic  point 
of  view  is  perhaps  the  most  attractive  in  the  whole  of 
North  Wales. 

As  "Fly  Fisher"  enquires  only  for  fishing  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  I  have  already  exceeded  his 
geographical  limit  by  referring  to  Bonnie  Scotland,  I 
will  refrain  from  saying  much  about  the  seductions  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  indicate 
that  I  have  seen  trout  and  salmon  fishing  in  Ireland 
— notably  on  the  Erne  at  Ballyshannon  and  on  Lough 
Melvin — that  eclipsed  anything  in  the  way  of  sport 
that  has  ever  come  vmder  my  ken — on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic  at  all  events. — Yours  truly, 

EOSICEUCIAN. 


GEANT'S  VIBRATION  EODS. 

Deae  Sie, — I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  been  appointed  agents  for  the  Grant 
vibration  rods.  This  will  be  of  great  convenience  to 
anglers  who  desire  inspection  of  these  rods  before 
purchasing.  A  call  at  our  establishment  will  enable 
clients  to  handle  and  try  the  action  of  these  rods. — 
Yours  faithfully,  F.  H.  Clay,  Secretary,  for 

A.  Caetee  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
1,  2  and  3,  Rosebery-avenue  and 

137,  St.  John-street-road,  London,  E.C. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  SPLENDID  SOMETHING  OR 
OTHEE. 

Deae  Sie, — A  few  days  ago  I  captured  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stourmouth  a  spendid  specimen  of 
the  blackveined  white  (A2>uria  cratagi) — a  female.  I 
have  since  haimted  the  neighbourhood  in  the  hope  of 
further  capture,  but  of  course  without  success.  I  do 
not  think  that  there  is  any  record  of  this  insect  having 
been  taken  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

The  roach  taken  lately  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pluck's  Gutter  have  been  exceptionally  fine.  Dr.  Brad- 
shaw-Isherwood  decidedly  having  taken  the  finest 
specimen  fish.  I  saw  a  beautiful  brace  taken  by  him 
about  a  week  ago,  together  with  many  others,  but 
little  smaller  size,  which  weighed  lib.  12oz.  and  lib. 
lOoz. — Yours  truly,  Ledgee  Lead. 

Ramsgate. 

[We  congratulate  "Ledger  Lead"  on  his  capture, 
but  what  is  it  ? — Ed.] 


THE  ENGLISH  LAKES. 

SiE, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  "  Tired 
Doctor,"  I  think  he  would  find  Ennerdale  would  suit 
him.  The  Anglers'  Inn,  charmingly  situated  at  the 
foot  of  the  lake,  is  very  comfortable  and  is  within  eaf^y 
reach  of  Watsdale,  Buttermere,  Seascale,  and  iSt.  btes. 
The  trout  fishing  is  generally  good  and  the  scenery 
beautiful.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  your  correspon- 
dent any  further  particulars  if  he  will  write  to  me. — 
Y'ours  truly,  W.  J.  Cummins. 

Bishop  Auckland. 


MESSRS.  ANDERSONS'  SALE  OP  WATER- 
PROOFS—A CORRECTION. 

Deae  Sie, — Re  your  note  of  our  sale  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  July  27,  a  clerical  error  occurred.  It 
should  have  read— first-class  ladies'  waterproof  gar- 
ments at  sweeping  reductions,  half  price.  Ladies' 
waterproofs  only. — Yours  truly,     Andeeson  &  Co-. 

37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. 


FISHING  AND  GOLF. 
Deae  Sie,— I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  inform  me  of  any  place  in  Scotland 
or  Ireland  where  good  free  trout  fishing  and  golf  can 
be  combined. — Yours  truly,  P.  J.  B. 


HOLLOWAY  S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  The  most  effectual 
Cure  for  Gout  and  Elieumatisiii.  A  frequent  cause  of  tliese  is 
the  intlammatory  state  of  the  blood,  attended  with  bad  digestion, 
lassitude,  and  great  debility,  showing  the  want  of  a  proper 
circulation  of  the  fluid,  and  that  impurity  of  the  blood  greatly 
aggravates  these  disorders.  Holloway's  Pills  are  of  so  purifying 
a  nature  that  a  few  doses  taken  in  time  are  an  effectual 
preventive  against  gout  and  rheumatism,  but  any  one  who  has 
an  attack  of  either  should  use  Holloway's  Ointment  also,  which 
must  be  thoroughly  rubbed  into  the  parts  affected  at  least  twice 
a  day,  after  they  have  been  sufficiently  fomented  with  warm 
water  to  open  the  pores. 


FISHING  AT  AMBLESIDE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Tired  Doctor,"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  August  3,  I  would  like  to  say  I 
have  spent  two  months  at  Ambleside.  I  had  good 
fishing  in  Windermere  and  Grassmere  I;akes  for  char, 
pike,  perch,  and  trout,  and  likewise  in  the  tarns,  where 
some  good  trout  can  be  caught.  It  is  a  nice  quiet 
place,  and  for  apartments  I  can  highly  recommend 
Mrs.  Sproat,  Bryerswood,  Compston-road,  Ambleside, 
whose  husband  is  an  old  angler,  and  where  home 
comforts  and  good  cooking  can  be  had. — Yours  faith- 
fully, ^  J.  Buegess. 

Hon.  Sec.,  Streatham  Angling  Club, 
21,  Sunnyhill-road,  Streatham,  S.W. 

P.S.— I  shall  be  glad  to  supply  any  more  infonnation 
that  may  be  required. 


MAY  FLIES  FIFTY  YEARS  OLD. 

Deae  Sie, — I  enclose  you  two  Grey  and  one  Yellow 
Drake.  These  are  Kennet  patterns  got  at  Newbury 
by  my  father  at  least  fifty  years  ago.  They  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  as  showing  what  kind  of  May  Flies 
they  used  in  those  days.  I  have  had  them  since  my 
father  gave  me  his  fly-book  in  1856,  so  I  am  pretty 
sure  fifty  years  is  a  fair  ago  to  give  them  as  they  were 
old  when  he  gave  them  to  me.  If  you  do  not  care  for 
them,  perhaps  the  "  Fly  Fishers  "  might  like  them  for 
their  museum.  I  had  a  curious  experience  with  one 
of  the  yellow  ones — then  very  bright  yellow — on  'the 
Lambourne  at  Shefiord  many  years  ago.  They  had 
been  cutting  weeds  or  something  higher  up  stream 
and  the  water  came  down  very  muddy.  I  had  no  large 
flies  with  me  but  one  of  the  old  Yellow  Drakes— out 
of  the  same  lot  as  the  enclosed— so  in  despair  put  it 
on.  To  my  great  surprise,  the  trqut  took  it  splendidly, 
and  I  got  the  best  basket  I  ever  made  from  that  water. 
This  was  in  the  middle  of  August.  I  fished  it  wet. — 
Yours  truly,  Edwin  Gosling. 

[The  flies  are  much  smaller  than  most  of  the  old  INIay 
Flies  we  have  seen ;  they  would  kill  all  right. — Ed.] 


BIG  TENCH  WANT  BIG  LOBS. 

Deae  Sie,— The  reason  "Tench  Fisherman "  does 
not  get  the  big  tench  is  that  he  uses  too  small  a  worm. 
If  he  tries  the  very  largest  lobs,  the  heavy  tench  will 
take  them ;  it  does  not  matter  if  they  have  the  knot 
on  them,  size  is  the  great  thing.  Fish  with  a  float 
and  at  least  eighteen  inches  of  the  tackle  on  the 
bottom.  If  the  place  is  well  baited  beforehand,  they 
will  bite  even  in  bright  sunshine.  Of  course  worms 
are  best  for  ground  bait,  but  grains  or  bread  and  bran 
are  very  good.  When  a  tench  takes  the  worm,  give 
him  two  minutes  or  more  to  gorge— it  takes  some 
time  to  get  a  five  or  six  inch  lob  properly  down. 

I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  H.  G.  Nightingale,  of  East 
Grinstead,  for  this  tip.  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 
autumn  I  described  how  he  took  the  shine  out  of  me 
on  a  broiling  day  in  August.  I  was  using  two  small 
red  worms,  which  up  till  then  had  been  my  usual 
bait  except  when  I  could  get  a  kind  of  very  tough, 
nasty-looking  worm  with  a  blue  head  called,  I  think, 
the  marsh  lob.  These  I  have  always  found  best  in  the 
Thames. 

I  am  baiting  a  place  below  Reading,  where  years  ago 
I  used  to  get  fine  lots  of  tench,  and  hope  in  a  few  days 
to  be  able  to  report  a  good  catch.  I  shall  try  the  big 
lob  worm  dodge.— Yours  truly,      Edwin  Goslihg. 


HOW  MANY  HOOKS? 

Deae  Sie, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  whether  it  is 
sportsmanlike  to  fish  in  rivers  or  lakes  with  more  than 
one  hook  attached  to  each  hne?    Also  receipt  for 
preserving  fish,  and  oblige  yours  truly, 
^  ^  E.  C.  King. 

[There  is  no  law  to  prevent  anglers  using  as  many 
hooks  as  they  choose,  but  one  is  enough  at  a  time. 
For  preserving  fish  use  a  five  per  cent,  of  formalin, 
which  may  be  obtained  of  any  chemist.— Ed.] 


FOREIGNERS  AS  ANGLERS. 
Deae  Sie,— A  day  or  two  ago,  whilst  talking  to  a 
friend  about  matters  piscatorial,  he  informed  me  that 
the  French  and  the  Germans  were  the  best  worm 
fishers  of  all  fishermen,  and  that  at  running  the  worm 
the  French  had  no  equals.  1  have  always  thought 
that  the  Scotch  and  English  were  the  best  clear  water 
worm  fishers.  I  should  like  to  have  your  opinion  on 
the  subject.— Yours  truly, 

T.  Wentwoeth  Falconee. 

[There  are  very  clever  anglers  in  France  and  Ger- 
many, but  certainly  none  to  equal  the  best  of  ours  at 
clear  water  worm  fishing.— Ed.] 


ADDRESS  WANTED. 
Deae  Sie, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  the  addrps3  of  Mr,  Nash,  fishing-tackle  winder 
maker,  formerly  of  Horn  ey,  and  oblige.— Yours  truly, 

J.  J.  Bi 
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the  most  noteworthy  item  in  it  is  the  statement  of 
"an  old  and  experienced  salmon  fisherman," Baron 
Bultzingslowens,  who  visited  New  Zealand  recently 
that  he  caught  a  true  grilse  in  the  Waiau  Biver 
last  February. 

The  Baron's  basket  for  the  two-and-a-half  days 
he  was  on  the  river  was  twelve  brace  of  trout 
weighing  771b.  He  says :  "  The  main  object  of 
these  Imes  is  to  tell  you  that  one  of  the  41b 
fish  was  a  true  grilse  and  not  a  trout.  I  am  too 
old  a  salmon  fisherman,  and  have  landed  too  many 
hundreds  of  grilse  and  salmon,  not  to  l<now  the 
difference  between  a  grilse  and  any  kind  of  a  trout 
There  IS  to  me  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  about 
tne  fish  being  a  true  grilse." 

One  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer,  but  if 
the  Baron  is  correct,  and  I  have  little  doubt  he  is 
then,  as  the  report  says,  "  The  question  naturally 
arises,  How  many  grilse  or  salmon  may  ha^'e  been 
caught  in  the  past  by  local  anglers  who  knew  not 
the  difference  between  them  and  our  lai-ge  sea- 
going trout  ?  "  Anyway,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the 
moral  of  the  story  is  that  the  council  of  the  society 
think  it  ought  to  make  them  persevere  in  the 
endeavour  to  fairly  establish  the  North  British 
salmon  in  their  waters.  Certainly  our  friends  at 
the  Antipodes  deserve  to  succeed. 

A  £500  Fishing  Eod. 
Messrs.  Abbey  &  Imbrie, 
the   celebrated  New  York 
split  cane  fishing-rod 
makers,  are  exhibiting  at 
the  Pan-American  Exhibi- 
tion at  Buffalo  a  split  cane 
rod  plated  with  gold,  the 
retail  price    being  $2500. 
They  "  stock  these  goods  " 
— at  least  they  have  two 
others  to  sell  at  the  same 
figure.     They  make  them 
for  anglers  in  the  moon  and 
other  lunatics. 
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SALMONID^j^^ANGUILLID^, 

Wherever  these  two  species  co-exist  there  is  a 
constant  warfare.  Unquestionably  and  without 
doubt  the  eel  will  take  a  fair  or  more  than  a  fair 
share  of  the  ova  and  young  of  the  more  valuable 
co-tenants  of  waters  frequented  by  them. 

Young  or  small  fishes,  "  coarse  "  or  otherwise, 
are  greedily  consumed  by  eels.   Species  makes  little 
odds  to  a  hungry  eel,  and  a  delicate  morsel  in  the 
shape  of  parr  of  salmon  or  trout  never  comes  amiss, 
iherefore  those  in  charge  of  salmon  and  trout 
waters  should  bestir  themselves  in  order  to  reduce 
as  fa,r  as  possible  the  stock  of  eels  in  rivers  where  a 
maximum  head  or  supply  of  more  valuable  sporting 
and  food  fishes  is  the  object  in  view.   Every  means 
should  be  adopted  to  reduce  the  numbers  of  these 
voracious  creatures.     Some  people  say,  or  have 
said,  that  the  eel  only  feeds  on  worms  and  such 
other  of  the  lower  creatures  without  doing  damage 
to  more  valuable  inhabitants  of  rivers;  but  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  in  small  waters,  at  any 
rate,  the  two  species  of  Salmonidic  and  Anguillid* 
are  not  found  to  co-exist  in  amity  and  maintain 
friendly  relations. 

In  coarse  fish  rivers,  where  reproduction  is 
carried  on  upon  a  more  generous  scale,  the  eels 
may  do  very  slight  harm—amongst  the  trout  and 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

How  TO  Tell  the  Age  of  Fish:  A  New 
Discovery. 

In  the  Deutsche  Fischerei  Zeitung  for  Aug  6 
interesting  account  of  a  discovery  bv 
which  It  IS  claimed  the  age  of  a  fish  can  be  settled 
with  certainty.  Size  is  no  true  criterion,  as  a  fish 
which  has  been  well  fed  may  be  twice  the  size  of 
one  of  the  same  species  which  has  been  poorly  fed 
a^d  yet  not  half  as  old.  I  have  seen  yearling 
trout  which  were  only  a  quarter  the  size  and  less 
than  a  quarter  the  height  of  other  yearlings  The 
rmgs  on  the  scales  of  fish  are  not  quite  safe 
cnterions,  and  in  many  fish  they  are  too  small  to 
oe  seen  to  any  purpose.  But  according  to  Professor 
"*  Hensen,  the  rings  on  the  ear, 

or  hearing  stones  (Gehorsteme), 
afford  a  sure  clue  to  the  age 
of  the  fish  in  which  they  are 
found.  These  ear  stones  are 
i^^i  VI  ■,■L^^  1  •  °^  varied  forms  and  sizes,  and 
ook  like  httle  bits  of  china.  I  have  made  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  back  and  front  view  of  one  of  these 
strange  little  stones,  not  unlike  teeth,  from  Max 
V.  d.  Borne  s  invaluable  "  Handbuch  der  Fischzucht 
und  Fischerei,  in  which  it  is  said  these  ear  bones 
are  m  some  fishes  connected  with  the  air  bladder 
Ihese  bones  grow  with  the  fish,  and  a  new  rina  is 
tonned  each  year,  as  in  the  case  of  trees 

I  hope  the  editor  of  the  German  Fishing  Gazette 
will  give  an  illustration  showing  how  you  count 
the  rmgs  as  m  the  illustration  I  give  it  looks  as  if 
nbn,r+l  ^  o^vned  the  original  must  have  been 
about  thirty  years  old  1 


A  Grilse  Eeported  from  New  Ze.\land. 

^""^'^  Russell,  the  hon. 

secretaiy  of  the  Otago  (New  Zealand)  Acclimatisa- 

itnnrf       ^'       u  t^^^^  °*        thirty-fifth  annual 
f  ^"^^^I'l^ii  I  am  glad  to  see  this  admirable 
society  has  had  another  successful  year.  Perhaps 


I  had  an  amusing  letter 
from  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  the 
other  day.  I  should  not  be 
surprised  to  hear  that  the 
cows  had  drunk  up  all  the 
water  as  well : — • 

My  Dear  Marston,— I  had 
rather  an  indifferent  time  at 
Stoford;  the  cattle  got  into 
the  river  in  the  hot  weather 
and  ate  up  all  the  weeds. 
And  so  we  have  long  reaches 
nearly  as  bare  as  the  high 
road,  and  the  fish  have 
migrated  somewhere.  The 
net  result  is  that  a  great 
deal  of  the  favourite  water 
for  autumn  sport  with  the 
grayling  is  absolutely  ruined. 
Still  I  have  "killed"  (pace 
your  recent  correspondent) 
67^  brace  in  seventeen  days, 

°t'n^^  n          °^  ^^^i  ^'■ace  "caught."    I  have  only 
Mlled      twenty-three    grayling    so    far.  —  Yours 
^i^°"e^y.    H.  S.  Hall. 

Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Bartleet  writes  :  "  I  had  a  unique 
experience  on  the  Lugg  (Mortimer's  X  water)  last 
Monday.  I  got  two  nice  grayling  on  one  cast  (on 
the  two  droppers),  and  on  landing  them  on  to  a 
little  islet  the  ipoint  fly,  which  remained  in  the 
water,  was  taken  by  another  graylmg,  and  I  landed 
all  three. 


(Suggested  by  an  angler  when  the  temperature  is  lOldeg.) 

~West7ninster  Gazette. 


Who  Wrote  "  The  Border  Angler  "  ? 
I  have  to  thank  "  Greta  "  for  this  reply  to  my 
query:— "The  author   of  'The  Border  Angler' 
was  Andrew  Bertram,  at  one  time  editor  of"  the 
Carlisle  Journal.     If  you  refer  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  AprU  5,  1890,  page  204,  you  will  find, 
at  the  beginning  of  an  article  entitled  '  A  Trio  of 
Famous  Anglers,'  which  I  wrote  under  the  nom  de 
jdume  of  '  Helvellyn,'  a  reference  to  this  matter 
The  article  was  illustrated  with  a  (not  very  satis- 
factory)   reproduction   of    a  photograph  givina 
portraits  of  A.  Russell,  late  editor  of  the  Scotsma?i, 
\V.  G.  Stewart,  author  of  '  The  Practical  Angler,' 
and  A.  Bertram,  who  were  the  famous  trio.  °Mr 
Bertram  died  early  in  1861."       R.  B.  Marston 


AMERICAN  BOOKS.-A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
fnS^™T°''  ?^i''ir^*^'''^*^*''  be  had  of  Samison  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fettei  -lane,  London 


u    iT.u^^':         ^^^^  ^^^^T  toll-    Every  effort 
should  there  ore  be  made  to  secure  the  reduction, 
by  all  possible  means,  of  these  marauders.  A  large 
head  or  supply  of  salmon  and  trout  is  virtually 
impossible  where  the  water  is  largely  infested  by 
the  eel  tribe.    Often  has  the  writer  been  a  witness 
of  the  incm-sions  of  these  marauders  amongst  the 
more  va  uable  Salmonida^.    If  anybody  wants  to 
see  what  prohfic  creatures  these  are,  let  him 
journey  at  the  present  season  to  Lough  Melvin 
Ireland,  and  see  the  vast  quantities  taken  at  the 
various  fisheries  thereon  and  in  that  neighbour- 
Hood.    Tons  on  tons  are  annually  exported  to  the 
various  centres  of  consumption  in  England  and 
very  acceptable  table  deHcacies  they  form  :  but  the 
damage  done  by  the  eel  in  trout  waters  of  a  less 
extent  must  be  known  in  order  to  be  appreciated 
more  especially  m  the  smaller  rivers.   On  the  little 
Gray,  m  Kent,  for  instance,  within  twelve  miles  of 
the  metropolis,  it  would  be  a  very  hard  or  difficult 
matter  to  estmiate  the  damage  wrought  by  the  eel 
to  the  trout     This  is  a  matter  of  some  importance 
and  of  which  the  writer  can  speak  from  practical 
experience. 

Salmon  and  trout  carry  about  one  thousand 
eggs  to  a  pound  weight  of  the  female,  more  or 
less  within  certain  limits.  As  for  eels,  much 
mystery  may  still  be  said  to  exist  as  to  the 
extent  of  their  fecundity,  habits  of  reproduction 
and  general  economy;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
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from  practical  experience,  that  the  harm  done  by 
eels  in  waters  frequented  by  more  valuable  fishes 
is  immense. 

These  few  lines  have  been  written  at  the  present 
time  in  the  hope  that  the  attention  of  owners  of 
waters  may  be  directed  to  the  matter  of  eels  in 
waters  frequented  by  the  more  valuable  Salmonidae, 
with  a  view  to  the  utilisation  and  reduction  in 
numbers  of  these  flmnatile  pests.  They  do  incal- 
culable mischief  in  a  salmon  or  trout  river,  and 
often,  far  too  often,  go  uncaught  and  unused. 
They  should  be  netted,  trapped,  and  reduced  in 
numbers  by  every  lawful  means,  where  a  good 
head  of  more  valuable  fishes  is  the  point  in  view. 

c.  c.  c. 


ANGLINO  AT  STALHAM. 

Good  sport  may  be  relied  upon  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Stalham  (Norfolk)  between  now  and  the 
end  of  September,  and  the  water  has  this  in  its 
favotu:  as  compared  with  many  other  parts  of  the 
Broads  just  now — it  is  little  disturbed  by  boats 
and  sailing  craft.  There  is  not  much  to  choose 
'  between  the  angling  in  the  river  and  that  in  Barton 
Broad,  close  by — both  are  very  good.  Bream  are 
the  most  popular  quaiTy  hereabouts — and  some 
very  fine  bags  are  made  at  times — but  perch,  pike, 
rudd,  and  roach  are  also  fairly  plentiful.  The 
ordinary  Norfolk  methods  of  fishing  and  the 
ordinary  baits  are  successful,  but  to  these  must 
be  added  (as  elsewhere  where  rudd  aboimd)  a 
stiffish  trout  fly-rod  and  line  and  a  large  bunch  of 
well-scoured  gentles,  cast  as  one  would  a  fly. 
With  such  tackle  and  baits  the  writer  recently 
made  a  very  good  start  at  a  day's  rudd-fishing  that 
might  have  very  well  resulted  in  a  record  basket  of 
those  fish  if  a  brace  and  a  half  of  plaguy  pike  (all 


It  may  be  noticed  that,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
the  waters  of  the  Broads  are  slowly  but  surely  being 
filled  up  with  mud,  weed,  and  rushes.  Matters  at 
Stalham  are  very  bad  indeed  and  cry  aloud  for 
amendment.  Stalham  Broad  proper  no  longer 
exists  as  an  open  water,  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  channel  Barton  Broad  is  rapidly  becoming  an 
equally  deplorable  morass.  It  is  with  no  wish  to 
dictate  to  or  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  owner 
or  owners  of  Barton  that  complaint  is  made.  Surely 
such  a  magnificent  shooting  and  fishing  water  is 
well  worthy  the  outlay  necessary  to  keep  the  weeds 
under '?  Or  if  the  owner  or  owners  are  unwilling 
to  devote  the  necessary  funds  to  the  work,  cannot 
the  duty  be  deputed  to  someone  or  some  body  of 
sportsmen  who  would  take  a  practical  common- 
sense  view  of  the  situation  ?  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  if  something  is  not  very  soon  done 
Barton  Broad  will  in  a  very  few  years  no  longer 
exist. 

Another  vital  point,  and  one  that  affects  the 
whole  fishery  of  Norfolk,  but,  for  the  present 
purpose.  Barton  Broad  especially.  It  is  generally 
considered  that  these  enormous  tracts  of  rushes 
and  weed  beds  are  natural  cover  and  prolific 
breeding  grounds  for  fish.  Are  they  ?  Or  are  they 
not  rather  enormous  cemeteries  in  which  are 
annually  buried  some  millions  of  ova  that  have 
been  suffocated  in  the  filthy  mud?  Natural, 
healthy  weed  and  rush  beds  are  invaluable  in  a 
coarse  fishery,  but  go  and  stir  up  a  little  (only  a 
little  or  you  may  be  choked)  of  the  mud  from  the 
bottom  of  Barton  Broad  away  from  the  channel, 
and  ask  yourself  the  question.  Is  that  likely  to 
form  the  bottom  of  a  prolific  coarse  fish  breeding 
groimd  ?  You  need  not  ask  the  question  of  a  fish 
culturist ! 

Any  remarks  concerning  Stalham  would  be 
I  incomplete  without  reference  being  made  to  the 


On  the  Ant,  at  Stalham. 


three  very  hungry  and  very  eager  for  meals)  had 
not  started  feeding  right  in  the  midst  of  the  shoal. 
Still,  sufficient  sport  was  obtained  to  prove  beyond 
doubt  the  value  of  using  this  style  of  outfit  over  a 
shoal  of  Norfolk  rudd. 

Eeally  capital  accommodation  can  be  obtained 
at  a  quiet   comfortable  hotel  (the   Swan,  Host 
E.  Garrett),  where  in  the   evening  time,  after 
returning  from  angling,  the  visitor  will  find  plenty 
to  entertain  him  in  the  cosy  smoking-room.  Here 
the  celebrities  of  the  village  are  wont  to  air  their 
views,  and  here  you  can  listen  to  wonderful  stories 
of  wonderful  catches  of  fish  until  yom-  credulity 
can  stand  no  more.    Thanks  to  a  splendid  service 
of  trains  on  the  Great  Eastern  system,  Stalham  is 
easily  reached  from   Liverpool-street  in  a  little 
more  than  three  hours;  the  route  is  by  Cromer 
express  to  North  Walsham,  and  thence  by  a  small 
local  line  to  the  village.    Boating  and  yachting 
parties  will  find  Stalham  a  good  centre  at  which 
to  replenish  stores,  and  Host  Garrett  has  about 
two  himdred  acres  of  fairly  good  partridge  cover  to 
shoot  over.     Mr.  G.'s  farm  also  adjoins  a  long 
stretch   of  the  river,  on   the   banks  of  which 
camping-out  parties  will  find  a  number  of  capital 
"pitches,"  and  anglers  may  fish  to  their  hearts' 
content. 

But  Stalham  can  especially  be  recommended^to 
the  holiday  angler  and  his  wife  and  family,  because 
here,  in  addition  to  excellent  sport,  may  be  found 
perfect  peace;  it  is  not  often  one  finds  such  a 
capital  out-of-the-way  spot  with  such  comfortable 
hotel  accommodation  and  quick  railway  service. 
The  secret  is  that  holiday-makers  pure  and  simple 
rush  by  to  Cromer  or  to  Yarmouth  (both  of  which 
are  within  a  few  miles)  and  stay  not  to  look  for 
this  El  dorado  of  somnolency.  And  having  said 
80  much  in  its  favour,  perhaps  a  little  grumble  on 
the  writer's  part  will  be  forgiven. 


local  Izaak  Walton — Alma  Nichols — who  is  beyond 
doubt  a  mos^  useful  and  obliging  fisherman  and 
one  well  up  to  his  work.  At  his  store  in  the 
village  you  can  also  hire  or  purchase  tackle  and  get 
good  baits  in  plenty.  If  you  are  visiting  Stalham 
for  the  first  time  you  will  do  well  to  place  yomself 
in  Alma's  hands,  he  will  pioneer  you  to  the  very 
best  places.  Thereafter,  if  you  choose  to  dispense 
with  his  services,  you  can  fish  "  on  your  own." 
When  the  fish  are  not  feeding  Alma  will  keep  you 
going  with  fish  yarns,  of  which  he  has  quite  a 
budget — many  of  them  "hair-raisers."  Nichols 
charges  10s.  per  day  for  his  services,  tackle,  and 
baits.  The  fee  for  fishing  Barton  Broad  is  Is.  per 
day.  Boats  can  be  obtained  at  Stalham  "  staithe" 
(or  landing  place)  at  2s.  per  day.  You  can  live  like 
a  fighting  cock  at  the  Swan  for  about  6s.  or  7s.  per 
day.  Ibis  Tag. 

[The  eggs  of  the  pike,  perch,  roach,  bream,  etc., 
are  adhesive  and  are  deposited  on  water  weeds,  and 
where  the  water  weeds  are  healthy  the  water  is 
all  right  for  the  eggs.— Ed.] 


ANGLING  FOE  CAEP  IN  PONDS. 

I  MUST  refer  anglers  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
Oct.  13  last,  in  which  they  will  find  a  most  able 
article  on  carp  capture  by  "  W.  F.  B."  This  ought 
to  be  perused  by  every  angler  desirous  of  obtaining 
information  upon  the  matter. 

The  Eod,  Reel,  Line,  Etc. 

The  rod  I  use,  and  much  prefer  for  this  class  of 
work,  is  a  twelve-foot  fly  rod,  as  I  find  its  pliability 
avoids  the  many  smashes  which  are  common  to 
those  who  use  a  stifier  article.  For  the  reel, 
nothing  is  better  than  a  three-and-a-half  inch 
Nottingham,  and  for  the  line  I  like  nothing  so  well 


as  a  neutral  green  Nottingham  silk  line.  With 
regard  to  the  gut  bottom  and  hook,  one  yard  length 
of  medium  is  quite  suflicient  and  far  more  con- 
venient to  manipulate  when  playing  a  heavy  fish ; 
and  there  is  really  no  need  for  using  very  fine  tackle 
seeing  that  the  water  is  as  a  rule  much  discoloured 
by  the  constant  grubbing  about  of  the  fish.  For 
hooks,  I  prefer  a  large  size  for  lobs  and  a  smaller 
size  for  potato,  which  are  the  two  baits  I  mostly 
rely  upon  for  carp. 

Baits  and  Ground  Bait. 
As  explained  in  the  previous  paragraph  I  have  a 
fancy  for  only  two  baits — namely,  lobs  scoured  in 
moss  for  three  or  four  days  and  par-boiled 
potatoes.  When  these  have  failed  and  I  have  tried 
others  I  have  not  been  rewarded  with  much  success, 
and,  therefore,  I  pin  my  faith  to  lobs  and  potatoes. 
I  have  no  great  fancy  for  much  ground  bait  in  still 
water,  and  I  content  myself  with  throwing  in  from 
time  to  time  broken  worms  or  potato,  whichever  I 
am  using  as  a  hook  bait,  and  I  really  do  not  think 
anything  more  is  needed,  unless  the  water  to  be 
fished  is  very  extensive  indeed,  when  no  doubt 
ground  baiting  one  or  two  days  in  advance  would 
be  advantageous. 

Method  of  Fishing. 
I  think  the  best  carp  fishing  season  is  from  the 
middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  September.  As  to 
the  time  of  day,  my  experience  is  that  carp  feed  at 
difl'erent  times  in  different  waters,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding most  writers  say  you  should  fish 
early  and  late  for  them,  I  have  found  as  a  general 
rule  that  they  feed  best  in  the  afternoon  and  up  to, 
say,  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  duruig  the  longest 
days. 

The  ideal  day  is  when  it  is  dull  and  lowering 
with  the  wind  in  the  south,  and  if  there  is  a  drizzle 
of  rain  so  much  the  better.  Upon  arriving  near 
the  water  I  propose  to  fish,  and  when  within  ten 
or  twelve  yards  of  it,  I  stop  and  put  my  rod 
together  and  fix  up  everything,  even  to  putting  on 
the  worm  and  adjusting  the  float  (a  quill)  so  that 
the  bait  may  rest  well  on  the  bottom  (I  do  not  at 
all  approve  of  disturbing  the  water  with  a  plummet, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  necessary,  as  the  position  taken 
by  the  float  will  tell  you  whether  your  bait  is  on 
the  bottom  or  not).  I  then  approach  the  water  on 
tip-toe,  keeping  out  of  sight  as  much  as  possible, 
and  with  a  careful,  steady  swing  get  the  line  well 
out;  place  the  rod  on  the  bank;  draw  off  from 
the  reel  about  a  yard  of  loose  line,  and  retire 
to  watch  events  and  fit  up  a  second  rod 
with  potato  as  bait.  Sometimes  it  is  a  long  j 
watch,  but  on  this  occasion,  before  I  have  fitted 
up  No.  2  rod,  I  observe  my  float  begin  to  move 
slowly,  being  somewhat  drawn  under.  On  tip-toe 
I  approach  and  lay  hold  of  the  rod  without  lifting 
it ;  the  float  moves  faster,  and  the  fish  is  evidently  | 
now  running  off  with  my  bait.  I  lift  the  rod,  the 
line  tightens  and  I  strike,  but  not  in  the  ordinary 
acceptance  of  the  word.  I  merely  draw  hard 
against  the  fish,  which  is  making  off  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  now  the  sport  commences.  The 
carp,  finding  himself  held  by  the  head,  bores  down  * 
and  affords  grand  sport,  and  if  he  happens  to  be  a  ? 
fish  of  41b.  or  51b.  it  will  be  some  time  before  you 
get  even  a  sight  of  him ;  he  will  not  be  hurried 
into  the  net,  and  any  attempt  to  put  too  much 
pressure  upon  him  he  will  resent,  and  unless 
handled  skilfully  you  will  not  bring  him  to  land. 
It  is  in  striking  where  the  fly  rod  comes  m.  I 
have  been  told  over  and  over  again  that  there  is 
nothing  like  a  good  stiff  rod  for  the  carp,  but  I 
have  seen  no  end  of  smashes  with  rods  of  that 
class,  and  it  is  to  avoid  this  that  I  advocate  the 
use  of  a  fly  rod  ;  it  gives  the  tackle  a  chance,  and 
affords  splendid  sport  with  a  good  fish.  To  go 
back  to  No.  2  rod,  the  method  to  be  adopted  is 
very  similar  except  that  with  potato  as  the  bait  I 
only  allow  it  to  just  rest  on  the  bottom  and  give 
much  less  time  before  striking. 

I  think  these  remarks  cover  most  of  the  ground 
(for  anglers  of  some  experience  at  all  events),  and 
I  trust  they  may  prove  of  service  to  some  of  your 
readers ;  and  I  hope  that  when  they  next  go 
a-fishing,  having  put  on  that  measure  of  caution 
and  patience  which  is  indispensable  in  connection 
with  the  capture  of  carp,  their  efforts  will  be  well 
rewarded.  ^-  ^-  ^• 
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THE  BETTEE-HALVES 
OUE  EEADEES. 


OF 


Messrs.  J.  S.  Barwick  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  6,  Strand- 
on-the-Green,  Chiswick,  London,  sent  me  some 
time  ago  one  of  their  new  patent  S.Y.P.  (Simple 
Yet  Perfect)  teapots. 

Not  pretending  to  be  an  expert  in  tea-making,  I 
handed  the  new  invention  over  to  Mrs.  E.  B.  M.,  not 
altogether  without  misgivings—for  the  last  patent 
of  the  kind  I  had  introduced  into  our  domestic 
circle  had  proved  a  regular  white  elephant.  In 
that  case,  or  rather  pot,  the  idea  was  that  you 
lifted  a  cylinder,  then  put  your  finger  on  a  little 
hole  and  pressed  the  cylinder  down  into  the  pot, 
which  forced  the  tea  out  through  the  spout; 
unfortimately,  the  steam  bums  your  finger,  calling 
forth  remarks  from  the  Head  of  the  tea-table  about 


Pig.  B. 

Fig.  a  shows  how  the  boiling  water  is  poured  on 
to  the  tea,  which  is  in  a  perforated  holder. 

Fig.  B  shows  that  when  the  tea  is  made  the  tea- 
leaves  are  out  of  the  tea. 

the  inventor  of  anything  but  a  complimentary 
nature.  Also  if  you  forget  there  is  no  cup  imder 
the  spout,  you  not  only  scald  yourself  but  the  tea 
goes  over  the  table-cloth.  I  think  I  must  get  my 
wife  to  give  that  pot  as  a  prize  for  our  local  sewinc 
circle.  On  second  thoughts  it  may  be  wiser  to 
select  some  other  local  sewing  circle. 

So  as  I  said,  I  was  not  at  all  pressing  in  asking 
for  a  trial  of  the  S.Y.P.  teapot,  but  it  has  been  in 
regular  daily  use  now  for  two  months,  and  I  am 
told  that  it  answers  admirably.  I  can  see  myself 
that  it  does,  and  my  second  cup  of  tea  at  breakfast 
IS  much  better  than  it  used  to  be,  but  I  do  not 
rely  on  my  judgment  in  teapots,  nor  in  tea  either, 
as  long  as  it  is  good. 

The  accompanying  illustrations  show  how  the 
new  teapot  works.  The  tea-leaves  are  enclosed  in 
a  stramer  like  a  wire  eel  trap ;  this  fits  into  the 
top  of  the  pot,  and  can  be  removed  at  will. 

You  put  the  tea-leaves  into  this  strainer,  turn 


the  teapot  over  on  to  its  haunches  so  that  its  spout  is 
uppermost,  then  pour  the  boUing  water  on  to  the 
tea,  and  let  it  "  draw  "  still  on  its  haimches.  When 
it  has  "  stood  "  long  enough  you  stand  the  pot  on 
its  bottom  in  the  ordinary  way,  then  the  tea-leaves 
are  over  the  infusion  of  tea,  not  floating  and  soaking 
in  it  and  filling  up  the  spout.  More  water  can  bo 
added  as  required. 

I  notice  that  tea  made  in  this  way  does  not  leave 
a  yellow  deposit  on  the  sides  of  the  cup,  even  if  it 
has  been  left  standing  some  little  time.  The  price 
of  the  S.Y.P.  is  no  more,  I  am  informed,  than  for 
pots  of  the  old-fashioned  make.  Our  pattern  is 
square  shape,  a  novelty  which  answers  very  well. 

_  Directions  "  To  make  tea,  pour  boiling  water 
direct  on  the  leaves  after  turning  the  teapot  up  on 
end.  When  it  has  stood  long  enough  turn  the 
teapot  back  to  its  normal  position,  the  infusion  is 
at  once  separated  from  the  leaves. 

"  Coffee  can  be  made  in  the  teapot  by  having 
another  strainer,  which  is  supplied  on  demand." 


IMITATIONS  OF  COMMON  FOOD 
OF  THE  TE'OUT  AND  GEAYLING. 


Much  has  been  said  ^ recently''  of  the  gradual 
diminishing  in  numbers  of  some  of  the  common 
stream  flies.  In  their  season  these  form  an 
important  item  in  the  bill  of  fare  of  some  of  our 
fishes,  and  should  they  fall  off  in  numbers,  then 
the  trout  and  other  fish  will  have  to  go  hungry  or 
turn  to  something  else  for  nourishment.  A  number 
of  causes  may  be  to  blame  for  the  falling  off  in  the 
supply  of  flies,  but  perhaps  the  principal  is  the 
increased  area  of  land  which  is  now  thoroughly 
drained.  The  river  systems  in  a  flat  coimtry  all 
contain  rich  alluvial  soils,  and  these  are  the  parts 
that  the  agriculturist  fixes  upon  as  a  favourable 
site  for  his  operations. 

His  first  step  is  to  lay  down  a  series  of  drains 
and  ditches  to  take  off  superfluous  water.  This 
causes  a  failure  in  the  supply  of  water  from  surface 
springs,  and  heavy  floods  when  rain  or  snow  falls. 
As  the  water  finds  a  clear  course  to  the  sea  it  runs 
off  by  the  channels  in  a  rushing  spate,  and  a  dry 
stony  channel  is  left,  which  perhaps  was  covered 
to  the  depth  of  several  feet  a  few  hours  before. 

These  differences  in  the  level  of  streams  and 
heavy  floods  are  all  against  a  heavy  crop  of  flies. 
In  the  first  place,  the  eggs  that  are  laid  by  the 
spinners  during  summer  and  autumn,  after  having 
lain  for  perhaps  a  season  in  the  channel  of  the 
river,  on  hatching  out  in  the  shallows  in  the  spring 
are  often  laid  bare  by  the  receding  water  and 
perish.  Then  again,  the  spates,  as  many  know, 
clean  out  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  free  it  from 
weed  and  aquatic  plants  on  which  the  younc  of 
many  insects  and  aquatic  creatures  live.  Even  the 
gravel  and  shingle  are  cleared  of  the  coating  of 
aquatic  vegetation  and  algse  that  form  on  them  by 
the  shaking  and  friction  caused  by  a  heavy  flood. 
On  this  fine  coating  of  weed  many  of  the  larvse 
-  browse  like  cattle  in  a  grass  park,  and  at  the  same 
time  use  it  as  a  screen  to  harbom-  them  from  some 
of  their  enemies. 

Some,  again,  say  that  sewage  matter,  pollution 
from  mills  and  factories,  together  with  chemical 
manures  in  solution  fi-om  field  drains,  all  help  to 
kill  down  the  very  delicate  forms  of  fly  life.  These 
certainly  all  tend  to  bring  the  Ephemeridae  to  the 
same  state  of  defimctness  as  the  mammoth. 

A  gentleman,  whose  estate  borders  a  fine  trouting 
stream,  remarked  to  me  that  overstocking  certain 
small  pieces  of  water  greatly  reduced  the  supply  of 
flies  in  these.  This  is  very  reasonable  and  sensible, 
but  still  a  number  of  our  streams  in  the  south  of 
Scotland,  and  notably  some  ./tributaries  of  the 
Tweed,  contain  great  numbers  of  trout  and  salmon 
fry  and  still  the  fly  crop  on  these  seems  to  be  very 
good.  The  majority  of  the  trout  in  these  streams 
are  very  small,  but  what  they  lack  in  size  they  make 
up  for  in  numbers^  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  flies, 
etc.,  they  account  for. 

The  crop  of  fly  in  many  localities  was  last  season 
very  poor  indeed,  and  having  been  out  on  more 
than  one  occasion  for  the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining' 
specimens  I  noticed  this  all  the  readier.  During 
the  early  spring  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I 
procured  a  few  specunens  of  Stone  Fly  larva,  in  a 
place  where  I  usually  got  dozens,  even  although  I 
had  provided  myself  with  a  fine  net  specially  made 
for  gathering  them.  The  heavy  floods  and  adverse 
weather  may  have  had  a  little  to  do  with  it,  but  I 


think  the  true  cause  of  the  scarcity  lay  further 
back.  If  flies  continue  to  decrease  as  they  have 
been  doing  something  will  have  to  be  done  if  the 
stock  of  fish  is  to  be  kept  up.  Luckily,  one  or  two 
at  the  head  of  affairs  have  taken  an  interest  in  this, 
and  there  is  stUl  some  hope  of  the  evil  being 
changed. 

Fish  farmers  are  now  also  fish  food  farmers,  and 
if  some  clubs  were  to  stock  their  waters  with  suitable 
food  for  a  year  or  two  before  turning  in  a  lot  of 
hungry  fry,  they  would  get  better  and  moro 
permanent  results.  Certainly,  fish  would  not  dio 
out  altogether  were  the  Ephemeridaj  to  become 
extinct,  as  there  are  other  little  creatures  of  a 
hardier  nature  which  trout  would  feed  upon.  These 
are  also  bettor  able  to  look  after  themselves  than 
such  larva  as  the  caddis,  which  are  cased  up  like 
mummies  for  a  certain  part  of  their  existence. 
When  they  close  up  their  case,  preparatory  to  the 
winged  state,  they  are  in  a  most  helpless  condition 
even  under  stones.  The  water  may  recede  and 
leave  them  dry,  or  they  may  be  snapped  up  by  a 
fish,  as  they  do  not  enjoy  perfect  immimity  from 
attacks  in  this  direction,  even  when  coated  with  the 
covering  which  they  make.  I  have  repeatedly 
taken  large  numbers  of  caddis  cases  with  grubs 
inside  from  the  stomachs  of  trout  and  grayling. 

The  cases  which  caddis  make  are  the  same  to 
them  as  the  khaki  uniform  is  to  our  soldiers. 
They  make  the  larva  less  conspicuous,  as  the  case 
is  nearly  always  formed  of  little  pieces  of  the 
surrounding  gravel  or  sticks.    Were  the  caddis  to 
be  unprotected  by  such  a  mask,  the  clear,  yellowish 
white  body  would  be  easUy  seen  by  fish  and  readily 
gobbled  up,  unless  it  took  refuge  in  some  nook  or 
cranny  at  the  river  bottom.    In  spite  of  the  failure 
in  the  number  of  flies,  anglers  might  get  better 
sport  than  they  do  at  times  were  they  to  use  the 
imitations  of  a  great  many  of  the  other  creatures  that 
fish  feed  on.    From  various  causes  I  am  inclined  to 
give  some  credence  to  the  belief  that  tailing  trout 
are  not  merely  amusing  themselves,  as  a  few  sup- 
pose, but,  in  reality,  are  feeding  on  some  of  the 
creatures  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  shallows  of 
every  stream.    On  casting  flies  of  every  description 
to  these  trout,  and  seeing  them  rising  without  con- 
descending to  sample  them,  the  aggravated  angler 
naturally  supposes  that  the  trout  are  fooling  him 
or  else  amusing  themselves,  and  gives  it  up  as  a 
hopeless  task,  and  then  tries  to  find  an  excuse  in 
the  water,  the  flies,  or  his  gut.    I  have  experienced 
this  same  thing  very  often  myself,  and  frequently 
exhausted  my  patience  as  well  as  copies  of  various 
flies  on  the  water  at  the  time.    On  one  occasion, 
while  fishing  a  broad,  streamy  stretch  of  the  river 
Ayr,  I  noticed  numbers  of  trout  tailing  in  the 
shallows  on  the  opposite  side.    I  cast  my  flies  over 
to  them  and  got  no  response  ;  then,  taking  off  my 
fly-cast  I  put  on  a  very  fine  taper  length  of  gut  for 
dry-fly  work  and  fixed  on  a  tiny  Olive  Dun.    I  sent 
it  across  to  where  the  fish  were  rising  and  was 
unsuccessful  in  getting  anji}hing.    To  make  a  long 
story  short,  I  tried  at  least  six  or  seven  patterns  of 
the  best  killers  without  any  luck,  although,  once 
or  twice,  a  trout  moved  so  close  to  my  fly  as  to 
simulate  the  appearance  of  arise  at  it.    Giving  the 
fly  up  as  a  bad  job,  I  fixed  on  an  imitation  of  a 
certain  creature  that  trout  are  very  fond  of,  and, 
after  fishing  for  a  time,  succeeded  in  lui-ing  one  or 
two  half-pounders  which  I  immediately  opened. 

found  that  they  had  been  eating  shrimps,  and 
that  these  seemed  to  be  the  principal  food  they 
had  been  taking,  as  out  of  one  I  counted  over 
ninety  shrimps,  besides  a  mass  of  partially-digested 
material  at  the  further  end  of  the  stomach. 

Other  experiences  all  lead  to  the  same  belief,  and 
I  have  no  doubt  many  anglers  will  disagree  with 
what  I  say,  but  I  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  hear 
the  right  way  of  the  matter  should  I  happen  to  be 
wrong.  I  only  give  the  facts  of  what  I  actually 
experienced  and  gathered  at  the  riverside,  and  not 
in  the  library.  Some  of  the  creatm-cs  that  fish  eat 
are,  in  my  opinion,  much  easier  made  than  the 
forms  usually  copied — that  is,  the  Ephemeridffi. 
It  is  the  next  thing  to  impossible  to  imitate 
correctly  the  fine  nervures  in  the  wings  of  some  of 
the  tiny  spinners,  even  although  a  transparent 
fabric  could  be  got  for  the  web.  Then  the  six- 
jointed  legs  ai-e  another  point  which,  up  till  now, 
are  roughly  imitated  by  winding  a  hackle  feather 
in  at  the  shoulder.  It  is  indeed  lucky  for  the 
angler — and  fly-dresser  too — that  the  body  of  a  fly 
is  the  principal  pai-t  to  the  fish  from  an  edible  point 
of  view,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  part  that  is 
most  truly  imitated.    It  will  now  be  asked  why 
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trout  take  the  artificial  wet  and  dry  flies  that  are 
at  present  in  use,  even  although  the  very  best  of 
these  fall  far  short  of  the  original  copy.  I  frankly 
admit  that  I  should  not  care  to  enter  into  an 
argument  on  that  point,  but  would  certamly  say 
that  there  are  gluttons  and  fools  among  fish  as 
well  as  in  other  forms  of  life.  Some  fly-dressers  have 
copied  flies  very  successfully  and  neatly,  and  there 
are  flies  in  the  market  now  which  are  really  a  credit 
to  the  maker.  When  fly-tiers  manage  to  copy  the 
most  delicate  forms  so  neatly,  I  think  they  could 
make  imitations  of  the  less  complicated  forms  much 
better  and  truer  to  nature.  Black-Beetle. 
{To  be  continued.) 


SOME  PRESS  NOTICES  OF  OUR 
SUMMER  NUMBER. 


THE  FIELD. 

"  We  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  summer 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which,  as  usual, 
contains  a  large  amount  of  very  interesting  matter  for 
angling  readers,  accompanied  with  some  excellent 
illustrations." 

THE  YORKSHIRE  POST. 

"The  Fishing  Gazette  comes  out  with  a  capital 
summer  holiday  number — a  rare  creelful  of  sporting 
yarns  and  angling  reminiscences  from  highland  and 
lowland." 

THE  LEEDS  MERCURY. 

"  The  summer  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  pub- 
lished on  Saturday,  July  27,  was,  as  usual,  Al.  '  A 
Highland  Loch  in  June,'  '  Told  by  the  River,'  a  capital 
poaching  story,  '  Rob  o'  the  Trows,'  and  many  other 
interesting  articles  make  up  a  most  interesting  nmnber, 
which  also  contains  some  very  good  illustrations." 

THE  DUNDEE  ADVERTISER. 

"  The  Fishing  Gazette  publishes  a  summer  holiday 
number  containing  much  matter  and  numerous  illus- 
trations of  interest  to  anglers." 

THE  NORFOLK  DAILY  STANDARD. 

"  The  summer  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as 
usual,  is  brimful  of  capital  articles  and  stories  apper- 
taining to  the  art  and  mystery  of  angling  by  sea  and 
by  land.  One  of  the  most  interesting  to  naturalists  is 
that  on'  The  Generation  of  the  Eel,'  concerning  which 
many  diverse  opinions  are  to  be  met  with.  '  Told  by 
the  River,'  is  another  vein,  and  so  is  the  picturesque 
sketch  of  '  Rob  o'  the  Trows  '—a  famous  Tweedside 
fisher.  The  number  is  capitally  illustrated,  notable 
among  the  pictures  being  a  portrait  of  Cotton,  from  a 
picture  by  Lely  now  for  sale." 

THE  PEOPLE. 

"  The  smnmer  nmnber  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is,  as 
usual,  replete  with  practical  information,  beautiful 
illustrations,  and  matter  of  interest  to  all  anglers." 

THE  COUNTY  GENTLEMAN. 

"  We  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  smnmer 
holiday  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  is  a 
very  creditable  production,  containing,  as  it  does, 
numerous  excellent  articles  and  sketches.  It  is  nicely 
illustrated  and  well  printed,  and  contains  much  that 
is  new  and  interesting." 

]<r_B.  Our  summer  number  went  out  of  print  at 


FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISH  CUL 
TUEE  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Extracts  from  the  Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Report 
OF  THE  Otago  Acclimatisation  Society. 
In  presenting  the  thirty-fifth  annual  report  for 
the  year  ended  March  31,  the  council  congratulate 
members  on  a  fairly  successful  year. 

Licences  Issued. 
The  number  of  licences  issued  was  :— Fishmg  : 
Men's,  435  ;  boys',  103  ;  ladies',  41 ;  half-yearly,  89  ; 
perch,  59.    Deer  shooting,  35  ;  and  imported  game, 
35. 

Fish  Culture. 
The  stock  of  fish  in  the  society's  ponds  at  Clinton 
is  :— Salmon  :  160  six-  to  eight-year-olds,  200  four- 
year-olds  (from  imported  ova),  500  two-year-olds 
(from  imported  ova),  4000  fry  (locally  bred).  Loch 
Leven  trout  :  350  four-year-olds  and  upwards, 
10,000  fry.  Scotch  burn  trout :  100  five-year-olds 
and  upwards.  American  brook  trout:  25  aged. 
Rainbow:  200  six-year-olds,  2000  two-year-olds. 
Opoho  I'onds  :--Loch  Leven  trout :  90  three-year- 
olds,  10,000  fry.  American  brook  trout :  90  two- 
year  -  olds.    Rainbow  trout :   90  two  -  year  -  olds. 


Brown  trout ;  10,000  fry.  The  quantities  of  trout 
distributed  during  the  past  season  were : — Brown 
trout  fry,  200,000  ;  Scotch  burn  fry,  47,000  ;  year- 
lings, 6000;  Loch  Leven  fry,  39,000;  j'eariings, 
4260 ;  American  brook  fry,  18,500 ;  rainbow  yearlings, 
2075  ;  yearling  salmon,  251.  There  was  a  fine  run 
of  large  trout  from  the  Bay  into  the  Water  of  Leith 
last  spawning  season,  from  which  Mr.  Deans 
obtained  a  large  quantity  of  ova.  About  200,000 
eggs  were  got  from  these  fish,  and  hatched  out  at 
the  Opoho  establishment,  and  the  fry  was  distri- 
buted over  the  greater  portion  of  the  society's 
district.  This  was  very  good  work,  seeing  that  all 
the  eggs  from  these  fish  would  have  been  wasted 
had  they  been  deposited  in  the  natural  way  in  the 
Water  of  Leith  on  account  of  pollution  of  the 
lower  reaches  of  that  stream  where  these  large 
trout  spawn.  At  the  Opoho  hatchery  this  coming 
season  the  hatching  boxes  will  contain  Loch  Leven, 
American  brook,  and  rainbow  ova  from  young  fish 
reared  in  the  ponds  at  Opoho,  besides  wild  ova. 
The  Scotch  burn  trout  at  the  Clinton  establishment 
have  been  reduced  by  one-half,  as  many  of  the  old 
ones  were  past  breeding.  We  have  not  heard  of 
any  rainbow  trout  being  caught  in  our  streams 
yet.  There  are  2000  two-year-olds  in  the  ponds  at 
Clinton,  which  will  be  turned  out  in  spring.  These 
trout  grow  in  confined  waters  faster  than  any  other 
variety  of  trout  we  have.  They  are  very  suitable 
for  private  ponds,  and  are  a  first-class  eating  fish. 
Salmon. 

We  have  the  assurance  of  an  old  experienced 
salmon   fisherman.  Baron  Bultzingslowens,  who 
visited  our  shores  during  the  last  fishing  season, 
that  he  caught  a  true  gfilse  in  the  Waiau  last 
February.    Baron  Bultzingslowens's  basket  for  the 
two-and-a-half  days  he   was   on  the  river  was 
twenty-four  fish,  weighing  771b.,  and  we  append 
his  own  words  re  the  grilse : — "  The  main  object 
of  these  lines  is  to  tell  you  that  one  of  the  41b.  fish 
was  a  true  grilse,  and  not  a  trout.    I  am  too  old 
a  salmon  fisherman,  and  have  landed  too  many 
hundreds  of  grilse  and  salmon,  not  to  know  the 
difl'erence  between  a  grilse  and  any  kind  of  trout. 
There  is  to  me  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about  that 
fish  being  a  true  grilse.    Had  it  been  possible  to 
send  you  the  fish  I  should  have  done  so."  Grilse 
is  the  name  given  to  a  salmon  on  its  first  return  to 
fresh  water  from  the  sea.    The  question  naturally 
arises,  How  many  grilse  or  salmon  may  have  been 
caught  in  the  past  by  local  anglers,  who  knew  not 
the  difference  between  them  and  our  large  seagoing 
trout  ?    For  a  number  of  years  odd  lots  of  young 
salmon  have  been  turned  out  into  the  Waiau  and 
its  tributaries  by  the  Southland  Society,  which 
were  reared  at  the  Clinton  hatchery  from  imported 
ova ;  and  the  fact  of  this  one  grilse  being  caught 
in  these  waters  ought  to  make  us  persevere  in  the 
endeavour  to  fairly  establish  the  North  British 
salmon  in   our  waters.    This  coming  spawning 
season  200  four-year-old  salmon  (from  imported 
ova)  will  be  stripped  at  the  Clinton  hatchery,  from 
which  we  expect  a  good  supply  of  eggs ;  and  we 
have  500  two-year-olds  from  imported  ova  that  will 
produce  ova  in  a  couple  of  years.  ,.The  Government 
have  now  taken  in  hand  the  rearing  and  distributing 
of  salmon,  and  have  erected  a  hatchery  on  the 
Hakataramea  River,  a  tributary  of  the  Waitaki, 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Ayson,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries.   Half-a-million  of  Californian  salmon  ova 
was  received  at  the  hatchery  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
which  hatched  out  well.    Large  n\mibers  of  the 
fry  have  already  been  liberated  in  Lake  Ohau  and 
in  the  creeks  running  into  the  lake,  while  the 
remainder  will  be  kept  in  ponds  at  the  hatchery 
until  they  are  well  grown  before  liberated.  A 
quantity  will  be  retained  until  they  are  four  years 
old  before  being  liberated,  so  that  when  liberated, 
just  before  spawning  time,  they  will  naturally  go 
up  the  streams  to  spawn.    We  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  secure  a  supply  of  British  salmon  ova, 
as  British  salmon  is  much  the  better  sporting  fish 
of  the  two.    The  Californian  salmon  is  a  fine  fish 
for  the  table,  but  it  will  not  rise  to  the  fly. 
Angling. 

The  society's  gold  medal  for  fly  competition  on 
the  Waipahi  was  won  by  Mr.  R.  Spiers  with  ten 
fish  weighing  321b.  ;  and  the  silver  medal  was  won 
by  Mr.  P.  Murray,  jun.,  with  forty-five  fish  weigh- 
ing 281b.  8oz.  Trout  fishing,  which  opened  on 
October  1,  was  very  good  till  the  middle  of 
December,  when  the  \ivers  in  the  southern  parts 
of  the  district  got  very  low,  and  continued  so  for 
two  months,  baskets  dm-ing  that  time  being  light 


— excepting  on  the  Pomahaka,  where  good  takes 
were  obtained  during  the  whole  season.  The 
Pomahaka  has  been  free  of  miners'  tailings  for  the 
last  two  years,  and  is  again  one  of  the  best  fishing 
streams — never  being  too  low  to  get  a  fair  basket. 
The  old  favourite,  Lee  Stream,  has  yielded  good 
baskets  for  the  last  two  years,  and  is  at  present 
free  of  mining  tailings.  The  Water  of  Leith,  the 
Waitaki,  Waikouaiti,  and  Shag  Rivers  were  in 
good  fishing  trim  the  whole  season.  The  Shag 
fished  particularly  well,  and  was  visited  by  a  large 
number  of  Dunedin  anglers.  It  is  with  pleasure 
we  note  that  most  of  our  trout  are  now  killed  with 
the  fly  and  fine  tackle.  In  the  rivers  in  South 
Canterbury  salmon  flies  are  now  used  with  great 
success,  trout  over  201b.  in  weight  having  been 
taken  with  them.  A  great  number  of  our  most 
successful  anglers  fish  with  nothing  but  the  fly. 


ABOUT  FEOG  FAEMING. 


In  America  frogs  are  bred  not  only  as  food  for 
man  but  as  bait  for  fishes,  and  the  following 
account  fromi  Fbrest  and  Stream  of  how  Dr. 
Ehrhardt  breeds  them  is  interesting,  and  may  be 
useful  to  fish  breeders  : — 

I  am  familiar  with  several  natural  frog  ponds  in 
this  vicinity  that  yearly  produce  a  number  of  the 
bullfrogs.  But  the  general  or  whole  supply  in  this 
region  is  not  sufficient  in  a  commercial  sense  to 
pay  the  individual  wishing  to  embark  in  such  an 
enterprise. 

The  large  marketable  bullfrogs  are  scarce,  and 
this  is  not  strange  when  one  studies  the  creature's 
struggle  for  existence,  apparent  from  the  spawn 
stage  to  adult  size.  The  favourite  spawning  grounds 
are  usually  small  and  shallow  pools  near  a  larger 
marsh  or  lake.  Here  the  spawn  is  deposited  early 
in  the  spring,  and  is  hatched  in  a  few  weeks.  The 
resulting  tadpole  has  a  hard  time  of  it.  First  the 
summer  droughts  dry  up  nearly  all  the  small  pools, 
and  the  tadpoles  perish.  Again,  they  are  the  prey 
of  a  number  of  aquatic  birds,  fish,  snakes,  crawfish, 
turtles,  and  lastly,  but  chiefly,  the  frog  himself. 

It  is  not  strange  that  the  adult  frog  is  such  a 
scarce  commodity.  The  bullfrog  and  spring  tadpole 
remain  such  the  first  season,  and  it  is  not  until  the 
following  spring  or  midsummer  that  the  trans- 
formation to  the  frog  state  takes  place.  Of  those 
that  survive  to  go  into  winter  quarters  the  great 
majority  are  killed  by  extreme  cold. 

Now  I  wish  to  tell  your  readers  of  my  experience 
in  frog  raising  up  to  date  of  this  writing.  In  spite 
of  the  knowledge  that  I  had  acquired  regarding  the 
many  difficulties  besetting  one  who  will  attempt 
such  a  foolhardy  venture,  I  resolved  to  test  the 
matter  from  a  personal  observation.  Fred  Mather 
said  that  he  had  travelled  from  Maine  to  California 
looking  for  reported  successful  frog  farms,  but  had 
failed  to  find  one.  He  claimed  that  they  were  a 
myth,  that  it  could  not  be  done,  and  the  person 
who  told  you  so  he  denounced  as  an  Ananias.  The 
last  Government  report  contains  an  exhaustive 
article  by  F.  M.  Chamberlin.  This  authority  gave 
me  a  little  encouragement  in  so  far  as  he  thought 
that  possibly  if  sufficient  attention  to  the  details  be 
observed  in  the  raising  of  frogs,  as  that  employed 
in  fish  culture,  it  might  succeed. 

I  too,  am  after  more  information  regarding  the 
habits  of  the  Bana,  and  suggestions  from  your 
readers  on  this  subject  I  will  highly  prize. 

My  frog  farm  comprises  an  area  of  three  acres, 
of  which  two-thirds  is  water  and  one-third  sliore 
land.  The  water  at  its  deepest  has  a  depth  of 
three  feet ;  it  has  an  abundance  of  water  plants,  as 
the  water  lily,  the  lotus,  many  grasses  and  mosses. 
It  is  an  ideal  spot  for  frogs,  and  for  many  years 
they  have  made  it  their  home.  It  abounds  m 
Crustacea,  crawfish,  and  myriads  of  insects  con- 
ducive to  frog  growth.  I  first  diked  this  pond,  and 
upon  this  dike  I  built  a  seven  foot  board  fence.  On 
the  shores  I  excavated  two  tadpole  ponds  twenty- 
five  feet  by  one  hundred  feet,  and  enclosed  these 
with  one-fourth  inch  mesh  wire  fences  three  feet 

^'Srlv  this  spring  I  gathered  millions  of  last  year's 
tadpoles  and  placed  them  in  the  small  enclosure, 
and  fed  them  on  ground  wheat,  corn,  and  liver. 
Not  knowing  at  the  time  how  to  distinguish  the 
bullfrog  tadpole  from  that  of  the  spring  frog  or  the 
common  small  frog,  I  placed  them  all  as  I  found 
them,  large  and  small,  in  these  pools.  L'^t^r  as 
they  developed  I  found  that  I  had  procured  but 
pne  batch  of  the  bullfrog  variety,  but  of  these  there 
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were  several  thousands.  Later  I  procured  about  five 
hundred  adult  bullfrogs  {Bana  aurora)  for  breeding 
purposes.  Examination  showed  that  nearly  all  the 
females  were  charged  with  spawn.  These  I  soon 
found  would  climb  the  wire  netting  surroimding 
the  tadpole  ponds,  and  they  did  this  in  such 
niunbers  as  to  devour  nearly  all  the  tadpoles.  I 
then  nailed  boards  flatways  on  top  of  the  fence, 
which  was  effective  in  keeping  them  out. 

The  metamorphosis  is  now  taking  place  in  the 
tadpole  pond,  and  I  have  several  thousand  young 
bullfrogs,  and  many  more  of  the  common  spring 
frog.  These  last  will  have  no  marketable  value. 
I  have  now  arrived  at  the  critical  period,  in  so  far 
as  supplying  these  young  frogs  with  food.  They 
must  now  have  live  food,  and  how  to  supply  this 
in  sufficient  quantity  will  test  the  success  or  failure 
of  my  venture.  They  will  not  now  eat  the  meal  or 
liver  they  existed  on  in  the  tadpole  state.  When  I 
throw  them  bread  crimibs  or  grains  of  wheat,  and 
as  it  rolls  down  the  banks  of  the  pond,  they  snap 
it  while  in  motion,  but  will  not  eat  it  when  it  rests. 

Field  rats,  snakes,  and  moles  burrow  under  my 
fence  and  destroy  some.  Aquatic  birds  also  do 
damage.  But  the  critical  test  is  to  provide  live 
food  that  manifests  itself  by  motion  for  the  frogs 
remaining.  I  cannot  yet  let  them  out  in  the  large 
ponds  to  feed  off  of  the  nataral  food  abounding 
there  for  fear  of  the  large  frogs  destroying  them. 

The  old  adage  seeing  is  believing  has  taught  me 
many  truths  in  my  undertaking.  I  have  seen  the 
frogs  climb  up  to  the  top  of  the  wure  fence  and 
tumble  over.  I  have  seen  the  large  frogs  swallow 
the  smaller  frogs,  tadpoles,  crawfish,  snakes,  min- 
nows, dragon  flys,  and  many  bugs.  K.  Putman, 
who  has  charge  of  my  carp  and  terrapin  farm,  has 
held  post  mortems  on  many  aquatic  birds  this 
season,  and  in  all  of  them  found  both  bullfrogs  and 
sprmg  frogs.  I  have  seen  a  snake  swallow  a  dozen 
small  frogs  in  succession.  The  snapping  turtle 
destroys  many  frogs.  The  muskrat  and  crawfish 
tunnel  through  my  dikes,  leaving  avenues  of  escape 
for  the  frogs.  It  is  my  opinion  that  to  raise  frogs 
commercially  it  will  be  necessary  to  fence  them  in 
entu-ely,  sides,  bottom,  and  top.  Then  they  will 
have  to  be  separated  according  to  sizes  to  prevent 
the  large  frogs  eating  the  small  ones.  Of  course 
the  food  question  would  have  to  be  solved. 

The  adult  frogs  that  I  placed  in  my  pond  are 
still  there,  but  I  have  not  yet  discovered  any  spawn 
or  tadpoles  as  a  result.  It  may  be  that  they  have 
not  yet  spawned.  Their  chant  d'amour  is  heard 
nightly,  and  it  is  like  the  bellowing  of  a  herd  of 
Texas  steers.  My  pond  is  near  the  town,  and  the 
cmc  authorities  have  many  complaints  to  hear  on 
account  of  this  free  Wagnerian  opera  music  so  near 
by.  But  I  intend  to  stay  with  and  protect  these 
songsters  at  least  for  one  year  more.  Probably 
J  L^^^^  ^'^^  hearkened  to  the  advice  of 

Fred  Mather  and  say  with  him— it  can't  be  done 
H.  Ehrhaedt,  M.D. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the     BooJc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Geeville  Fennell.) 
{Continued  from  page  95.) 

CHAPTEE  YI.~continued. 

SiLK-WEED,  OE  Flannel-weed.— "  This  is  con- 
ferva rivularis,  or  crow  sUk."— Field,  Vol.  IV., 
p.  127.  The  food  upon  which  roach,  more  par- 
ticularly, get  so  fat  in  streams  contaminated  with 
sewage,  while  resisting  every  offer  of  the  angler 
however  tempting,  has  long  been  a  problem  which 

-^w^  ichthyologists  have  deemed 

worth  the  trouble  of  solution;  nor  have  they  been 
Idle  m  their  attempts  to  set  the  matter  at  rest, 
tor  we  have  seen  many  observations  upon  this 
Head,  some  of  which  are  most  suggestive.  They 
ai-e  all,  however,  more  or  less  wide  of  the  mark 
as  later  facts  do  not  bear  out  the  conclusions 
aiTived  at.  The  following  wUl  therefore  be  accepted 
with  the  same  degree  of  caution,  although  I  may 
say  that  its  results  are  those  of  no  less  than  two 
hundred  and  ten  roach  opened,  and  examined 
immediately  they  had  been  taken  out  of  the  several 
waters  impregnated  with  sewage ;  they  were  almost 
au  tun  to  repletion  of  weed,  and  the  several 
infusoria  and  animalcula;  bred  by,  and  only  by 
sewage.  J 

Several  anglmg  friends  having  taken  the  hint  to 
try  the  silk-weed  (it  is  a  good  lure  for  mullet  in 
rivers),  which  is  found  adhering  to  stones  and  old 


wooden  piles,  have  from  time  to  time  written  to 
inforui  us  of  their  success  with  this  aquatic  j^roduct 
as  a  bait,  more  particularly  for  roach.    One  of 
these  gentlemen  at  Exeter  says  he  has  found  it 
beat  all  other  baits,  with  the  exception  of  the  small 
fresh-water  shrimp,  or  "  skipjack,  which  you  have 
mentioned  as  an  attractive  tit-bit.    The  weed  is, 
however,  all-powerful  at  times  with  roach,  the 
shrimp  with  perch,  chub,  and  grayling."  Another 
angler  at   Rickmansworth   says :  "I  am  much 
indebted  for  this  dodge— the  weed.    I  am  taking 
much  the  heaviest  baskets  of  any  about  here  out 
of  the   Colne.    I  have  no  difficulty  in  getting 
abundance  of  it.    I  have  but  to  use  the  two  thickest 
joints  of  my  rod,  and  fish  it  up  from  many  places. 
I  shake  it  about  in  the  water  a  good  deal  first  to 
wash  it,  and  it  is  surprising  how  green  and  attrac- 
tive this  fish  salad  looks,  after  being  cleansed  of  the 
foul  messes  that  accumulate  about  this  neighbour- 
hood.   My  method  of  using  it  is  to  take  a  slip  of 
the  fibre,  as  I  might  take  that  of  floss  silk,  and 
wrap  it  in,  on  and  over  the  hook  and  its  shank, 
until  point  and  all  are  covered,  in  the  shape  of  an 
inverted  pear.    The  larger  (comparatively)  the  bait 
the  bigger  the  fish."    Mr.  C.  S.  Norcott  writes  from 
the  Norfolk  rivers  :  '<  I  have  tried  the  weed  you 
mention,  but  do  not  find  that  it  possesses  more 
attractions  than  do  gentles.    It  is  taken  by  roach 
at  about  the  same  rate  of  choice.    If  I  might 
hazard  a  suggestion,  the  weed  may  be  found  more 
takmg  m  swift  streams  than  in  quiet  or  slow- 
moving  waters.    The  fish,  I  opine,  when  on  the 
hunt  after  this  weed,  have  some  little  difficulty  to 
detach  it  from  its  natural  seat ;  and  if  they  see  a 
piece  which  has  apparently  escaped,  and  is  floating 
OH,  they  are  the  more  eager  to  avail  themselves  of 
what  will  cost  them  so  little  trouble."    Mr.  W  J 
Woods  writes  :  "  I  fished  on  July  26  at  Egham,'on 
the  Thames,  in  the  best  part  of  the  weir  pool,  but 
as  much  as  possible  on  the  Middlesex  side,  and  out 
of  the  boiling  water,  with  a  very  heavy  Thames 
float,  the  shots  of  which  went  down  straight,  and 
at  once ;  and  I  took  a  smartish  lot  of  handsome 
roach  with  this  weed,  put  upon  the  hook  in  the 
manner  you  were  good  enough  to  tell  me.  Seven 
of  these  roach  were  fully  lib.,  and  four  of  them 
more  than  Ijlb.,  and  thkteen  over  Jib.  each.  The 
catch  was  seen  by  the  people  residing  close  by,  and 
more  than  a  dozen  anglers  and  others.    The  fisher- 
men say  they  don't  believe  it,  although  one  of  them 
handled  my  fish  !    He  said  they  were  taken  with 
paste  ledgering.    This  weed  notion,  if  it  is  not  a 
mere  fluke,  is  certainly  an  out-and-out  way  of 
takmg  rosich  at  times  ;  but  is  it  not,  like  every- 
thing else,  uncertain  ?    I  tell  my  mates  we  cannot 
have  too  many  sorts  of  baits,  and  you  have  given 
us  a  good  one  in  this." 

Paeasites.— Henry  Crystall,  while  fishing  for 
roach,  accidentally  impaled  one  of  those  leech-like 
parasites  which  attach  themselves  to  the  skin  of 
the  pike,  and  fishing  with  this,  which  he  found 
both  tough  and  durable,  he  killed  three  roach  of  an 
average  size,  before  the  bait  was  exhausted.  This 
fact  would  seem  to  corroborate  the  statement  that 
roach  have  been  seen  to  remove  these  pests  from 
other  fish.  A  paste  made  of  the  flesh  of  the  salt- 
water shrimp,  boiled  without  salt,  and  pounded  in 
a  mortar  to  a  tough  consistence,  is  used  by  a  friend 
of  mme  m  the  Dorset  rivers,  as  far  as  the  tides 
aflect  those  streams,  but  above  the  tidal  influence 
this  paste  appears  to  lose  its  virtue.  Pieces  of 
boiled  shrimps  of  the  size  of  a  pea  are  employed  in 
the  Norfolk  rivers  with  success. 

Flies.— As  the  season  advances  roach  that  would 
only  look  in  the  early  spring  at  gentles  or  the  small 
red-worm  become  less  fastidious,  and  approach 
nearer  the  surface  until  July  or  August,  when  they 
rush  boldly  at  a  fly  and  afford  some  lively  sport 
"  In  August,"  says  Blakey,  "  if  the  hooks  on  which 
are  rigged  the  artificial  house-fly  be  tipped  with 
live  gentles,  the  roach  will  dash  at  them  like  mad  " 
"In  the  months  of  Jime  and  July,"  says  the 
same  author,  "  we  have  seen  some  very  large  roach 
caught  in  the  waters  of  the  Pas-de-Calais  with  the 
common  yellow  fly,  which  is  to  be  found  in 
abundance  on  fresh  dropped  cow-dung.  These 
are  easily  caught,  and  may  be  conveniently  carried 
m  a  small  dry  phial-bottle.  For  this  sport  the 
angler  used  a  beautiful  light  cane  rod,  twenty-two 
feet  in  length,  with  running  tackle  of  the  finest 
description.  He  allowed  about  two  yards  of  the 
gut  bottom  to  hang  from  the  end  of  this  rod  •  and 
on  a  very  small  hook,  say  No.  12,  he  put  one  of 
these  yellow  flies  ;  then  carefully  conceahng  himself 
so  as  to  see  without  being  seen— a  trick  wonderfully 


facilitated  by  the  length  of  his  rod— he  dibbled  the 
bait  lightly  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  It  was 
curious  to  see  the  large  roach,  from  Ijlb.  to  21b.  in 
weight,  come  up  out  of  the  deep,  and  Oiutiously 
sail  round  the  fly,  as  if  sensible  that  danger  was 
lurking  near.  The  temptation  generally  proved 
irresistible,  and  a  splash  like  that  of  a  dog  thrown 
mto  the  water  announced  that  my  friend  had 
entrapped  his  wary  victim." 

The  Grasshopper.—"  In  the  autumn  he  practises 
this  plan  most  successfully  with  a  grasshopper, 
never  failing  to  pull  out  some  dozens  of  large  fish 
in  the  course  of  the  season.  In  short,  if  he  ever 
saw  amongst  the  weeds,  or  in  the  open  water,  any 
signs  of  the  presence  of  a  large  roach,  he  felt  sure 
of  getting  him  by  this  all  but  infallible  method." — 
Blakey. 

Bluebottle.— We  must  not  omit  this  fly,  which 
may  be  easily  obtained  in  large  quantities  from  the 
common  gentle,  by  putting  the  latter  in  a  box  or 
jar,  with  plenty  of  room  and  air,  and  covered  with 
cloth  or  muslin.  It  is  an  excellent  bait  either  at 
the  surface  or  under  water.  It  should  be  hooked 
between  the  wings  on  a  very  small  hook  about 
No.  12. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  HOME  or  THE  EED  DEER.* 

All  that  is  worth  knowing  and  of  use  to  visitors 
who  select  Dulverton  and  the  picturesque  district 
surrounding  it  as  their  holiday  resort  is  detailed  in 
the  brightly- written  handbook  issued  by  the  Home- 
land Association  on  the  country  of  the  wild  red  deer 
and,  it  might  be  added  with  equal  correctness,  of  the 
incorrigible  wild  moorland  pony.  Mr.  F.  J.  Snell, 
M.A.,  who  is  responsible  for  the  letterpress,  has  wisely 
departed  from  the  beaten  track  followed  by  the 
majority  of  compilers  of  guide  books,  whose  sole  idea 
appears  to  be  that  a  bounden  duty  is  imposed  on  them 
to  make  their  work  as  dry  and  uninteresting  as  possible 
within  the  limits  of  the  space  at  their  command.  In 
the  course  of  our  travels  we  have  absorbed  a  con- 
siderable amoimt  of  English  and  foreign  guide  book 
literature,  and  have  been  reluctantly  forced  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  would  have  been  beneficial  to 
humanity  at  large  if  their  authors  had  either  died  in 
their  infancy  or  had  devoted  their  attention  to  sweeping 
a  crossing  or  some  similarly  useful  occupation.  No 
such  thought,  however,  arises  whenever  we  run 
through  the  pages  of  one  of  the  Homeland  Associa- 
tion's guides.  They  are  crisp  and  readable  from 
beginning  to  finish,  and  convey  a  vast  amount  of 
useful  information  on  whatever  district  or  town  they 
may  happen  to  be  dealing  with.  "  Dulverton  and  the 
District,"  which,  by  the  bye,  has  attained  to  the  dignity 
of  a  second  edition,  is  no  exception  to  the  general  rule 
which  has  made  the  success  of  these  publications. 

After  learning  how  to  reach  Dulverton,  the  reader 
is  treated  to  a  succession  of  chapters  on  fox,  stag, 
hare,  badger,  and  otter  himting,  as  practised  in  the 
West  Countree,  fishing,  the  local  fairs,  the.'natural  his- 
tory and  botany  of  the  district,  its  minerals  and  geology 
and  cognate  subjects,  which  have  all  been  contributed 
by  qualified  and  competent  writers.  We  are  sorry  to 
find,  however,  that  nothing  is  said  on  local  ento- 
mology, and  we  might  therefore  suggest  to  Mr. 
Prescott  Row,  the  general  manager  of  the  Homeland 
Association,  that  as  collectors  of  insects  form  a  not 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  readers  of  the  handbooks 
issued  by  his  association,  a  chapter  on  their  special 
hobby  would  be  a  useful  and  welcome  addition  to  the 
guides  sent  out  from  the  St.  Bride's  Press.      G.  H. 


HENLEY  AND  DISTEICT 
PRESERVATION  ASSOCIATION. 

The  report  of  the  Henley-on-Thames  and  District 
Fisheries'  Preservation  Association  is  becoming  a  hardy 
annual  piece  of  literature  which  is  always  pleasant 
reading.  Although  the  support  accorded  to  the 
association  by  anglers  from  London  and  elsewhere 
who  visit  the  Henley  reaches  of  the  Thames  is  hardly 
commensurate  with  the  unselfish  work  performed  on 
their  behalf,  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  income 
for  the  past  year  shows  a  slight  increase,  and  that 
financially  the  association  is  in  a  sound  and  solvent 
position.  This  fact  need  not,  however,  deter  any 
anglers  who  have  a  few  shillings  to  spare  towards  the 
restocking  of  that  part  of  the  mid-reaches  of  Old 
Father  Thames  from  sending  a  donation  to  Mr.  A.  E. 
Hobbs,  the  energetic  hon.  secretary,  because  the  com- 
mittee have  need  of  all  the  support  thej'  can  obtain  if 
the  fishery  under  their  supervision  is  to  be  maintained 
in  its  present  state  of  high  efJiciency.  As  au  instance 
of  what  they  accomplished  last  year,  500  very  fine, 

*  Dulverton  ami  the  District  (Uonu'laiid  Uandliook  .series). 
Dulverton  :  K.  Hayley,  Fore-strcct.  London :  The  St.  Kride  g 
Press,  Ltd.,  24,  liride-lanc,  E.C.    Net  6ti. 
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specially  selected,  two-year-old  trout  were  purchased 
from  Colonel  Custance,  of  Weston  Fishery,  Norwich. 
Half  of  these  were  placed  in  the  reach  between  Henley 
Bridge  and  ■  New  Mills  and  the  remainder  below 
Hambleden  Lock. 

One  thousand  mixed  coarse  fish  were  also  received 
from  the  Thames  Restocking  Association  and  placed 
in  the  river  near  Henley  Bridge,  while  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  purchase  and  reception  in  due 
season  of  a  large  quantity  of  coarse  fish,  which  will  be 
partly  paid  for  with  donations  received  from  the 
London  angling  societies. 

Poaching,  which  was  formerly  a  frequent  offence, 
has,  by  the  energetic  action  of  the  association,  been 
almost  stamped  out  in  the  district.  During  the  year 
only  one  prosecution  has  been  carried  through.  A 
conviction  was  obtained.  Several  special  warnings 
have  been  given  at  various  times  to  trivial  ofienders, 
but  owing  to  the  liberality  exercised  in  posting  the 
Fishery  Bye-Laws  and  Eules  throughout  the  district,  no 
reasonable  excuse  exists  for  any  person  breaking  them. 

During  periods  of  flood  water,  and  on  several 
occasions  when  thought  necessary  during  the  summer 
months,  men  were  employed  specially  to  patrol  the 
banks  to  prevent  illegal  acts. 

Notwithstanding  several  long  periods  of  thick  water 
during  the  winter  months,  which  caused  vexatious 
loss  of  sport,  it  is  consoling  to  know  that,  thanks  to 
the  excellent  arrangements  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, no  disastrous  floods  occurred,  and  the  loss 
of  fish  by  straying,  and  other  reasons  incidental  to  an 
excessive  push  of  water,  was  in  all  probability  below 
the  average.  Strict  vigilance  was  observed,  however, 
in  locating  the  fish  left  in  hollows  and  ditches  by  the 
receding  flood  waters,  and  prompt  means  were  used 
to  collect  them  and  replace  them  in  the  main  stream. 
A  capital  new  eight  yard  flue  net  for  this  work  was 
purchased  and  added  to  the  accessories  of  the  associa- 
tion, its  cost  being  more  than  repaid  by  the  value  of 
the  fish  saved  on  the  first  occasion  of  using  it. 

The  spawning  and  hatching  seasons  were  most 
favourable,  and  diseased  fish  were  rarely  in  evidence. 
At  the  present  moment  immense  numbers  of  fry  of  all 
kinds  may  be  found  on  the  shallows  and  in  the  eddies. 
A  good  flow  of  water,  with  little  fluctuation  in  height, 
materially  added  to  the  success  of  the  spawning  and 
hatching  season,  and  to  the  rapid  recovery  of  con- 
dition of  the  fish. 

The  last  season  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory  from 
the  angler's  point  of  view,  and  many  good  specimens 
were  taken ;  indeed  it  is  doubtful  if  any  public  water 
other  than  the  grand  old  Thames  could  produce  a  list 
of  specimens  that  would  surpass  the  following: — 
Trout,  51b.  lloz.  and  51b.  4oz. ;  barbel,  8^1b.,  81b.,  TJlb. ; 
roach,  21b.  loz.,  lib.  15oz. ;  carp,  5f  lb. ;  perch,  21b., 
lib.  14oz. ;  bream,  3Jlb. ;  pike,  161b.  l3oz.,  13^1b.,  and 
many  down  to  101b.  f  chub,  4Jlb.,  4|lb.,  41b. 

Presumably  by  reason  of  the  enormous  quantity  of 
water  drawn  from  the  Thames  by  water  companies, 
the  flow  of  the  stream  appears  to  become  less  and  the 
growth  of  weed  greater  each  season ;  this  by  encouraging 
a  much  more  plentiful  supply  of  insect  life  is  likely  to 
make  the  capture  of  large  bags  of  some  kinds  of  fish 
an  increasingly  difficult  matter,  although  the  fish  will 
still  be  as  numerous  as  heretofore.  The  committee 
would  therefore  point  out  to  the  visiting  angler  the 
desirability  of  exercising  his  best  efforts  and  untiring 
patience  before  declaring  that  "  fish  are  very  scarce  in 
the  Thames."  If,  too,  he  will  favour  the  local  preser- 
vation association  with  a  donation,  he  wUl  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  is  assisting  to  increase 
and  to  maintain  the  stock  of  fish  in,  and  the  prestige 
of,  the  grandest  free  angling  river  in  the  kingdom. 


WORSLEY  CANAL  FISHERY. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  JULY. 


On  Aug.  10  the  annual  championship  competition 
in  connection  with  ttie  above  fishery  was  decided  at 
Worsley  under  fair  conditions  as  regards  weather. 
The  entry  numbered  219,  and  about  200  fished,  out 
of  which  number  156  caught  608  fish  and  84  weighed 
in.    All  the  weights  were  small  for  this  canal,  and 
the  fish  decidedly  on  the  small  side.    Mr.  R.  Davies 
with  12oz.  lOJdrs.  secures  the  championship  and  gold 
medal.    Mr.  C.  Wood  secured  the  gold  centre  silver 
medal  with  lOoz.  lOdrs.    The  smallest  weight  to  get 
a  prize  was  5oz.  2drs.    There  were  twenty-five  cash 
prizes  in  addition  to  the  medals.    It  speaks  well  for 
the   arrangements    made    by   Mr.   Bates,  Salford, 
referee,    and   Mr.   Pendrigh,  clerk   of  scales,  that 
although  several  of  the  competitors  were  over  two 
miles  from  the  base,  the  fish  were  all  weighed,  and 
the  prizes  presented  in  If  hour  from  time  being 
called.    Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  Manchester,  manager. 
The  following  were  the  prize-winners  in  the  order 
named  : — Messrs.  R.  Davies,  Atherton  (12oz.  lOJdrs.) ; 
C.  Wood,  Tyldesley  (lOoz.  lOdrs.) ;  J.  Wilde,  Tyldesley 
(8oz.  Bdrs.);    J.   Ratcliffe,    Leigh   (8oz.    4drs.) ;  A. 
Gregson,  Leigh  (7oz.  8drs.) ;   L.  Adamson,  Stretford 
(6oz.  13Jdrs.);   R.  Bolderson,  Wigan   (6oz.   13drs.) ; 
J.    Davies,    Plank    Lane    (6oz.    12|drs.)  ;     J.  H. 
Lea,  Patricroft  (6oz.  12drs.)  ;    W.  Lowton,  Wigan 
{6oz.  llprs.);  R.  Belshaw,  Leigh  (6oz.  lldrs.) ;  E. 
Mason,  Monton  (6oz.  lldrs.)  ;  T.  Smith,  Tyldesley 
(6oz.  9drs.)  ;  J.  Grimshaw,  Pendlebury  (6oz.  5Jdrs.) ; 
S.  Gibson,  Walkden  (6oz.  5drs.) ;  W.  Makin,  Wigan 
(6oz.  Idr.) ;  R.  Pendlebury,  Pendleton  (5oz.  14drs.) ; 
F.  Stowell,  Leigh  (5oz.  12drs.)  ;  R.  Sumner,  Leigh 
(5oz.  gjdrs.) ;  T.  Taj'lor,  Wigan  (5oz.  8drs.) ;  P-  Lloyd, 
Walkden  (5oz.  T^drs.)  ;  J.  Taylor,  Wigan  (5oz.  6drs.)  ; 
T.  Campbell,  Pendleton  (5oz.  ^dis.)  ;   T.  Watson, 
Manchester  (5oz.  4drs.) ;  W.  Hayes,  Bolton  (5oz.  2drs.). 


DuEiNG  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  hviman  food*  197  tons 
9  cwts.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 
1  ton  in  about  83  tons ;  1  ton  15  cwts.  at  Shadwell, 
representing  1  ton  in  about  109  tons ;  and  2  cwts.  at 
Farringdon  Market.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered 
during  July  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was 
16,348  tons,  of  which  12,252  tons  arrived  by  land  and 
4,096  tons  were  delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shadwell 
the  total  delivery  was  191  tons  by  land.  Among  the 
fish  condemned  at  Billingsgate  were  bream  (2  tons 
Icwt.) ;  catfish;  coalfish;  cockles;  cod  (5  tons  12  cwts.) ; 
crabs  (1  ton  1  cwt.) ;  eels  (2  tons  18  cwts.  1  qr.) ;  gurnets  ; 
haddocks  (17  tons  1  qr.) ;  hake  (16  tons  14  cwts.) ; 
halibut ;  herrings  and  kippers  (10  tons  17  cwts.  3  qrs.) ; 
ling ;  lobsters  (4  tons  3  qrs.) ;  mackerel  (1  ton  19  cwts.) ; 
mullets ;  mussels ;  oysters ;  periwinkles  (26  tons  16 
cwts.) ;  plaice  (29  tons  11  cwts.) ;  roach ;  salmon ; 
shrimps  (16  tons  12  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  skate  (18  tons  12 
cwts.) ;  smelts ;  soles ;  whelks  (12  tons  9  cwts.) ;  whiting 
(25  tons  13  cwts.) ;  and  witches  (2  tons  4  cwts). 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 

Aug.  9,  1901.   

•  Fifty-five  tons  of  the  quantity  returned  as  condemned  were 
immature  plaici  and  whiting  too  small  for  sale  on  a  glutted 
market. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  j  65  min.  tor  Kew. 

W   ,,     I,  Putney.  iArt)"^^   »     >>  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith,  ■^'^''jso  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddingtou. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddingtou  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TIME  OF  High  Water  at  London  Brjdge. 

Morning. 

Saturday,    August  17    3.37  

Sunday,  „     18  „   4.12   

Monday,  „     19    4.4(3   , 

Tuesday,         •„     20    5.10   

Wednesday,     „     21    .''>..50   , 

Thursday,        ,,     22    6.20   , 

Friday,  ,,      23    7.16   


Evening. 

....  3..54 

....  4.2i) 

....  5.  1 

....  5.32 

....  6,10 

....  6.51 

....  7.44 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remarks.  —  The  river  is  a 
little  freshened  by  the  rain  which  fell  on  Wednesday 
night.  There  is  a  fair  stream,  but  the  water 
is  still  clear.  The  fish  have  been  very  fitful  in  their 
feeding.  On  Monday  I  had  six  dozen  roach  at 
Surbiton,  and  in  the  exact  spot  on  Tuesday  I  could 
not  get  a  fish.  The  best  take  I  have  heard  of  is  401b. 
of  bream  caught  in  one  afternoon  by  an  angler  near 
the  Queen's  Promenade  at  Surbiton — largest  fish, 
3Jlb.  At  the  Town's  End  Hole,  at  Kingston,  Mr. 
Pincott  Hill,  on  Wednesday,  had  several  roach, 
a  bream  of  21b.,  and  a  few  barbel.  As  a  rule 
barbel  have  fed  badly,  and  only  small  fish 
have  been  caught.  Mr.  T.  Bradsell,  fishing  off  the 
Willow  Tree  Island,  between  Kingston  and  Ted- 
dingtou Lock,  had  fourteen  bream,  largest,  2ilb.,  with 
which  he  would  have  won  the  Kingston  Piscatorials' 
bream  competition,  but  owing  to  an  error  in  weighing 
in,  the  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  P.  Arthur,  Mr.  B.  Pope 
being  second.  At  Teddingtou  Weir  sport  has  been 
very  poor.  An  eel  of  IJlb.  was  caught  at  Kingston 
this  week  which  had  a  large  lump  in  its  throat ;  it 
looked  as  if  there  was  a  fish  fixed  there,  but  on  the 
eel  being  opened  it  was  discovered  that  it  was  a  solid 
growth  in  the  throat.  This  is  the  second  eel  caught 
lately  which  has  been  afiected  in  this  way.  Can 
anyone  explain  ? — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Chertsejr,    Laleham,    Staines,    etq.)  — 

Water  still  bright  and  requires  rain.  On  Aug.  9  Mr. 
C.  Lovett,  of  the  Cricketers'  Arms,  Chertsey  Bridge, 
with  Laton  Hackett,  had  three  dozen  roach  (largest  ^Ib.) 
and  dace,  also  a  nice  chub ;  Mr.  Ingle,  of  Chertsey, 
took  a  fine  eel  of  31b.  lloz.  On  10th  inst.  Mr.  Vincent 
and  party  had  six  nice  bream  and  some  perch  ;  Mr. 
Head,  with  Otter  Hone,  had  six  good  chub  (returned). 
Dace  are  well  on  feed,  also  barbel,  and  are  in  splendid 
condition,  the  dace  being  exceptionally  large  this 


season,  and  should  rain  fall  plenty  of  sport  will  be 
found  among  the  roach. — J.  Eyre. 

Thames  (Henley). — Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
water,  sport  has  been  very  slack,  only  a  few  chub  and 
perch  having  been  taken  since  my  last  report,  and 
these  have  only  come  to  the  rods  of  anglers  who  have 
left  their  beds  with  the  lark,  or  who  have  not  started 
until  the  evening.  Midday  and  afternoon  fishers  have 
drawn  blanks  nearly  every  time.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(Wednesday,  Aug.  14)  Jupiter  Pluvius  is  busy  with  his 
water-pot,  and  if  he  can  only  be  persuaded  to  keep  on 
pouring  for  twenty-four  hours  or  so,  anglers  may 
reasonably  expect  to  do  better,  for  a  good  heavy  rain 
is  badly  required.  Hotel  people  will,  of  course, 
grumble  at  the  wet,  but  the  faces  of  my  fishing  friends 
are  beaming  with  pleasure  in  anticipation  of  bigger 
baskets. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.). — Since  my  last 

report  a  large  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  this 
district,  and  some  capital  sport  has  been  had.  Trout- 
ing  items  are  very  quiet  tliis  season  in  this  district. 
Some  very  good  sport  has  been  had  at  Eaton,  Hastings 
Weir,  Radcot  Bridge,  and  Lower  Ingleshand  with 
roach,  chub,  and  perch. — Rambler. 

■  (Sunbury). — Mr.  Brookes,  fishing  with  me,  one 

rod,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace ;  and  one  day  with  him 
and  friend  about  as  many  and  two  barbel.  Two  other 
gentlemen,  another  day,  few  roach  and  one  jack, 
weighing  51b.  Mr.  Bark,  two  barbel.  Barbel  not  well 
on.    The  rain  might  improve. — H.  Herbert. 

  (Teddington  Weir). — During  the  week  I 

have  taken  from  ten  to  twelve  dozen  roach  and  dace 
per  day,  and  a  few  small  barbel.  Bank  Holiday  week, 
fishing  the  upper  reaches '  above  Benson  Weir  with 
Mr.  J.  Islip,  I  had  very  fine  sport  with  the  barbel, 
roach,  and  perch — barbel  up  to  5Jlb.,  perch  up  tol|lb. 
On  Tuesday  (Aug.  13),  Mr.  Denniford  got  a  barbel  of 
61b.    I  also  got  one  of  51b.  2oz. — W.  McBhide. 

Ancholme  District. — Sport  on  the  Ancholme 
remains  excellent.  Bream  are  well  on  the  feed,  and 
catches  run  from  one  to  two  stone.  My  son,  Conrad, 
from  London,  caught  a  lovely  trout  of  21b.  at  the 
riverhead  on  Aug.  13. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  CWatertoeach).— Strong  winds 
have  put  the  roach  off  the  feed  a  bit.  Those  fishing 
from  the  boat  have  had  best  takes  mid-stream,  but 
the  bank  angling  is  very  clean — on  to  Upware  all  free 
water.  Holiday  anglers  up  to  the  present  express 
themselves  generally  satisfied,  especially  with  eel  lines 
early  morning.  All  kinds  of  baits  can  be  had  at  Beasly's, 
the  lock-keeper's,  also  boat.  —  John  0.  George, 
Beohe-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  "Wroxham  District).  —  The 
weather  has  again  become  very  warm,  with  high 
southerly  winds.  Fishing  is,  however,  all  things  con- 
sidered, very  fair,  and  some  good  sport  has  been 
enjoyed  on  the  Broad,  notably  by  Mr.  King  (fishing 
from  Mr.  Ellis's)  who  has  been  making  some  capital 
takes  of  bream.  Among  one  lot  were  eighteen  bream 
from  IJlb.  to  3^1b.  We,  however,  badly  want  a  good 
rain  as  the  water,  though  not  particularly  clear,  is 
stale  and  warm,  and  fish  are  inclined  to  feed  most  in 
the  eveningSjWhen  the  air  cools.  There  is  a  tremendous 
lot  of  fishermen  in  the  district  of  various  sorts,  but  it 
is  only  those  who  fish  systematically  and  thoroughly 
need  expect  really  decent  sport,  though  the  dilettanti 
of  course  occasionally  hook  a  good  fish  or  two.  I  am 
disappointed  this  year  not  to  see  the  Messrs.  Horace 
and  Percy  Howard  at  their  usual  camping  ground  at 
Salhouse,  as  it  is  a  pleasure  to  fish  with  such  keen 
and  painstaking  anglers.  Norfolk  is  particularly  full 
of  visitors  this  year,  especially  Cromer,  which  usually 
furnishes  a  strong  contingent  of  anglers  and  yachting 
visitors,  and  fish  aremuchmoreeducatedinoonsequence 
than  formerly.  Dace  have  not  come  to  the  fly  quite 
so  readily  this  week,  the  water,  I  fancy,  being  too 
warm.  Prospects,  especially  if  we  get  some  good 
rains,-  are  very  fair,  and  I  am  told  they  are  catching  a 
lot  of  bream  on  the  Broad. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
These  trout  streams  are  in  order  for  the  autumn 
.  fishiags,  and  the  trout  are  again  rising  well  in  the  tvan- 
ing  ]ust  before  sundown.  Several  rods  have  been  out  at 
Fairford  and  adjoining  waters  and  in  some  instances 
some  good  trout  have  been  basketed.  Trouting  season 
closes  Sept.  30  on  all  waters  in  Gloucestershire. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — There  has  been 
some  rain  during  the  week,  sufiicient  to  send  a  small 
spate  down  the  river  and  to  set  the  peel  which  have 
been  lying  in  the  pools  in  the  lower  waters  on  the 
run  for  the  moorland  streams.  Wednesday's  (Aug.  14) 
heavy  rain  should  improve  matters,  and  there  is  some 
chance  of  the  worm  being  efiectively  used  in  the  next 
few  days.  Several  fish  have  been  secured  with  the 
fly  in  the  non-tidal  waters  by  Messrs.  Collins  and 
Phillips.  At  Totnes  Weir  not  much  success  has  been 
secured,  the  fish  being  so  shy,  but  on  the  evening  of 
the  9th  Mr.  E.  Distin  landed  a  couple  of  nice  peel 
and  took  another  on  Monday  evening  about  a  pound 
in  weight.  Messrs.  Ackrell  and  H.  Full  were  similarly 
successful. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Most  of  the  rivers  are  in 
need  of  fresh  water,  the  rains  having  been  too  partial 
to  improve  sport.    In  the  Exe  some  good  perch  fishing 
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can  be  now  obtained,  and  pike  and  roach  can  be 
tempted.  Below  Exeter  thousands  of  dead  fish  have 
been  observed  in  the  river  Exe  and  the  Canal.  The 
fact  that  among  the  victims  are  some  salmon  points  to 
,  some  serious  pollution,  and  the  city  council  have 
taken  the  right  step  in  endeavouring  to  obtain,  by 
analysis,  the  cause  of  this  wholesale  slaughter.  On 
the  Avon,  the  Tamar,  and  the  Carey  very  little  is 
being  done,  and  the  only  flies  used  with  any  success 
have  been  the  Eed  Palmer,  Black  Silver,  and  Dun 
flies. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Lengths). 
— The  veater  is  gradually  increasing,  and  if  the  rain 
keeps  on  the  fishing  will  much  improve  and  should  be 
at;  its  best  in  the  course  of  a  week.  Good  fish  have 
been  secured  by  Mr.  Musgrave,  Dr.  Lathbury,  and  Mr. 
Sorners  Lewis,  the  latter  gentleman  especially  bring- 
ing in  some  good  fish,  a  brace  one  day  weighing  over 
21b.,  killed  with  the  dry  fly. — Wm.  Evans.  ° 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  is  now  in  good 
trim  for  the  fly  after  the  heavy  and  continued  rain  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  we  hope  to  have  a  good 
report  in  consequence. — D.  &  W.  H.  Postbe. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  water  in  the 
river  is  still  very  low,  and  prospects  very  indifferent 
until  we  have  a  good  rainfall.    I  regret  to  state  that 
many  thousands  of  fish  have  been  found  dead  in  the 
river  and  canal,  and  the  matter  has  been  taken  in  hand- 
by  the  town  council,  our  respected  mayor  having 
directed  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Constable,  city 
surveyor,  and  city  analyst  to  the  case.    Samples  of 
water  have  been  taken,  and  the  fish  are  to  be  examined 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  their  being 
killed.    They  include  carp,  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
eels.     Most  of  the  fish  killed  seem  to  be  between 
the  Quay  and  Double  Locks,  and  some  very  fine  ones 
are   among   the  number  lost  to  anglers.  Many 
opinions  are  expressed  as  to  the  cause  of  this— namely, 
the  state  of  the  water,  the  extreme  heat,  and  poisonin". 
Further  details  next  week. — Eed  Palwee.  ° 
Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Again  there  has  been  sport  reported  from  Jackson's 
Hole  on  the  Glen  at  Surfleet.  This  was  chiefly  amongst 
bream  of  large  size.    In  consequence  of  the  top  weed, 
roach  anglers  have  not  done  very  well.  Sewage 
matter   has   also   been  allowed   to   get   into  this 
drain  to  its  detriment.     Roach  fishing  on  some 
of  the  other  reaches  has  lately  been  a  passable 
sport,  and  occasionally  perch  and  tench  have  topped 
up  the  baskets.    Sport  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Eorty-foot  has  begun  to  improve.    A  take  of  nine 
splendid  tench,  scaling  over  201b.,  has  been  reported 
and  roach  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  has  led  to  the 
reporting  of  fine  baskets.    Further  up  the  drain  about 
Billingborough  some  very  good  sport  is  reported. 
Many  takes  have  run  up  to  about  201b.— Limpet. 

Grove  Ferry  (Stour,  Kent).— The  river  has  again 
been  yielding  very  fair  results,  some  good  catches  of 
roach  and  bream  having  been  made  by  Messrs.  J.  Smith 
Musgrave,  Whiley  (Blackfriars  Angling  Society)' 
Clayton  of  Holloway.  Messrs.  W.  Mogg  and  Itlac- 
donald  have  been  taking  some  good  samples  of  roach, 
heavy  fish,  2ib.  Some  welcome  rain  falling  and  tides 
serve  well  during  the  coming  week. — K. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Fishing  on  the 
Idle  does  not  greatly  improve.  There  have  been 
some  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  off  the  waters 
below  'Retford,  but  the  great  attraction  seems  to 
be  Lincolnshire.  Every  train  now  carries  anglers, 
and  upwards  of  a  thousand  were  landed  on  Bank 
Holiday  between  Gainsborough  and  Brigg.  Some 
capital  tench  were  got  near  Broughton  Bridge  the 
other  day,  the  best  scaling  21b.  7Joz.  Another  angler 
got  three  eels,  scaling  41b.,  31b.,  and  SJlb.  respectively. 
•Some  anglers  got  good  takes  of  bream.  The  canal  in 
the  Retford  district  has  yielded  fairly  well  about 
Clayworth  and  Shireoaks.  Spoj-t  on  the  Hart  Hill 
ponds,  which  used  to  be  very  good,  is  now  reported 
poor,  though  well  patronised. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Lackford).— The  fishing  in 
this  pretty  stream  during  the  last  week  has  been 
exceptionally  good.  Several  anglers  have  had  as 
much  as  401b.  and  501b.  of  fine  roach  in  one  catch. 
The  dace  are  not  feeding  quite  so  well.  The  visitors 
(anglers),  who  have  been  staying  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Barton  Mills,  have  tried  many  parts  of  the  river  that 
have  not  been  much  fished  towards  Ely  or  Littleport, 
and  several  of  them  took  very  big  lots  of  perch,  and 
some  had  bream,  but  the  majority  had  good  roach. 
We  had  a  little  rain  on  Monday,  but  not  enough  to 
do  much  good  ;  it  looks  like  coming  on.  The  water 
is  a  good  colour,  and  fish  nicely  on  the  feed.— Raven. 

Lea.— Refreshing  rains  have  fallen,  improving  the 
Lea  and  its  tributaries  considerably,  and  good  sport  with 
roach,  bream,  and  perch  ought  to  be  met  with  this  week- 
end. Sport  has  been  quiet  generally  speaking,  but  at 
Hertford,  Ware,  Rye  House  and  Waltham  some  nice 
takes  of  good  class  roach  have  been  secured.  The  roach 
are  now  in  fine  condition.  A  good  many  small  pike  and 
perch  have  been  caught,  and  last  week,  at  Ponders 
End,  a  brace  of  barbel,  scaling  about  81b.,  was  landed. 
Bream,  ranging  up  to  over  41b.,  have  been  taken 
between  Cheshunt  and  Waltham.  Bream  are  pretty 
numerous  in  this  portion  of  the  river.    Roach  fishing 


has  improved  in  the  Stort,  and  some  good  sport  has 
been  enjoyed.  In  the  Harlow  waters  an  181b.  basket 
has  been  made.  Roydon,  Sawbridgeworth,  and  Bishop 
Stortford  should  also  fish  well  now  for  roach. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — A  large  numbci-  of  anglers  have 
been  down  by  the  river  during  the  past  week,  and 
have  had  good  sport  on  the  whole.  The  keeper  reports 
the  water  is  now  a  good  colour,  and  that  the  following 
takes  of  bream,  among  others,  have  been  had  during 
the  past  week— 4,  3^,  3:1^,  3,  2i  and  2  stone.  Pro° 
spects  of  further  sport  good. — Pekcy  W.  Guiv. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leoniinsterj|. — These  streams 
are  runnning  clear,  and  have  been  improved  by  the 
late  rain,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  are  in  order  for 
fishing.  But  the  weather  is  very  unsettled,  and  heavy 
rain  has  been  falling  the  last  few  days ;  there  is 
every  prospect  of  the  rivers  being  coloured  by  the  end 
of  the  week,  as  there  is  no  sign  of  the  rain  giving  over. 
Before  the  rain  the  fish  were  moving  well,  and  have 
taken  the  fly  and  Wasp  Grub  well,  and  some  very  nice 
lots  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed.  With 
fine  weather  sport  will  be  good  in  both  rivers. — 
Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  still  very  low  and  clear.  Since  last  week's 
report  the  weather  has  been  unsettled,  some  days 
thunder,  others  storms  of  rain,  etc.  To-day  (Wednes- 
da}')  steady  rain  set  in  with  the  early  morning,  and 
has  continued  since,  with  every  appearance  of  keeping 
on,  which  may  possibly  add  to  the  volume  of  the 
rivers.  In  any  case  it  will  improve  the  chances  of 
sport  for  next  week.  Fair  sport  has  been  had  most 
days  amongst  the  smaller  grayling,  and  the  best  flies 
have  been  Yellow  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Red 
Ant,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Spinner  and  Coachman ; 
also  on  July  Dun,  August  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Blue  Gnat, 
Black  Gnat,  July  Gnat,  Ginger  Moth,  and  Golden 
Spinner.  The  Hawkstone  otter  hounds  were  adver- 
tised to  meet  at  Mortimer's  X  this  morning  and  they 
would  probably  work  up  stream.  Sport  is  almost  cer- 
tain (though  have  not  heard  at  time  of  writing)  as 
otters  have  been  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  for  a  con- 
siderable time  past. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  Over  the  activity  in 
angling  of  the  past  week  or  two  a  lull  is  now  apparent, 
and  nothing  much  has  been  done  the  last  few  days; 
but  soon  we  shall  have  things  in  apple-pie  order,  for 
at  last  Friday  night's  town  council  meeting  the  subject 
of  cleansing  the  river  was  vehemently  discussed,  and 
resolutions  were  passed  to  put  the  matter  in  motion 
in  the  proper  quarter.  Anglers  here  will  be  glad  if 
the  action  has  the  desired  effect  of  removing  the  weeds 
and  deepening  the  river. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — For  the  past  week 
and  at  the  present  time  of  reporting  (Wednesday,  14th) 
very  unsettled  weather  prevails,  and  the  depression  of 
mercury  gives  no  sign  of  any  immediate  change. 
Thunderstorms  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence,  and 
at  such  times  trout  on  this  river  seldom  rise  well. 
The  stream,  however,  is  in  good  trim,  and  a  good  day's 
sport  might  easily  be  had  with  a  sudden  change  in  the 
atmospheric  conditions.  There  has  been  for  the  last 
two  days  a  slight  rise  between  11  and  1  in  the  day. 
A  tiny  white  fly  comes  on  the  water,  which  attracts 
the  fish,  but  which  is  difficult  to  imitate. — Hekon. 

Plymouth. — There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  rivers, 
but  very  little  water.  Large  numbers  of  peel  can  be 
seen  in  the  clear  water  in  the  various  pools,  and  unless 
we  get  a  flood  I  am  afraid  they  will  get  in  bad  con- 
dition. Some  nice  peel,  however,  have  been  taken 
from  the  Dart. — William  Heabder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Refreshing  rainfalls  have 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river  to  some 
extent,  and  sport,  particularly  with  regard  to 
coarse  fish,  has  been  good.  A  few  trout  have  been 
caught  by  Shrewsbury  anglers,  among  the  number 
being  Mr.  Hewitt  and  Mr.  Baxter,  both  of  Cherry 
Orchard.  Chub,  dace,  and  roach  are  plentiful,  and 
very  many  have  been  taken,  both  by  fly  fishing  and  on 
bottom  tackle.  Roach  fishing  does  not  appear  so 
popular  a  pastime  this  season  as  last,  but  prospects 
are  bright,  and  under  favourable  conditions  full  creels 
should  rule  during  the  next  month  or  so. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tauat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  during  the 
past  week  in  these  rivers,  and  some  nice  trout  taken, 
principally  from  the  Tanat  and  Cain.  In  the  Vyrnwy, 
in  addition  to  trout,  several  large  chub  have  been 
captured,  and  also  nice  baskets  of  other  coarse  fish,  as 
well  as  several  fine  eels,  which  the  recent  thunder- 
storms have  kept  well  on  the  move  in  this  river  as 
well  as  in  the  Severn.  In  the  last-named  river  very 
few  trout  have  been  captured  in  this  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, but  coarse  fish  are  very  numerous,  and 
amongst  which  good  sport  is  being  had.  The  weather 
has  been  rather  unsettled  during  the  past  few  days, 
and  at  the  time  of  writing  heavy  rain  is  falling,  and 
has  done  so  for  many  hours ;  all  these  rivers  are 
now  rapidly  rising  above  their  average  level. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  still  very  clear, 
but  fish  feeding  better.  Bream  are  now  in  good  con- 
dition, and  some  good  fish  are  being  caught.  On 


Aug.  10  Mr.  H.  Steed  had  one  of  41b.  4oz.,  Mr  J 
Hunt  one  of  41b.  lOoz.,  and  on  Aug.  11  Jlr.  J.  G. 
Lmdsay,  of  the  Strcatham  A.  S.,  and  a  friend', 
amongst  others,  three  fish  weighing  151b.  8ioz;.,' 
largest  51b.  C>ox.  Some  splendid  roach  up  to  21b.  each 
are  being  taken  amongst  the  weeds.  Caddis  or  gentles 
are  the  best  baits.— W.  T.  BAr.MiiunGK. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Showers 
have  fallen  during  the  week,  yet  not  in  sufficient 
volume  to  be  of  service  to  the  rivers.  Notes  from  the 
Ouse  record  that  bream  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken  at 
llamssy.  Mr.  Geo.  Saunders  captured  a  carp  in  the 
same  district,  a  nice  fish  of  51b.  Uoz.  taken  with  paste. 
Roach  appear  off  feed  at  P.arcombe  Mills,  as  but  little 
has  been  done.  The  Adur  has  yielded  a  few  small 
carp  and  roach  above  Steyiiing,  and  the  Cuckmerc  a 
few  small  bream.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  good 
colour,  but  weeds  are  the  nuisance.  Swims  require 
clearing  daily.  Small  roach  and  bream  have  given 
sport,  but  the  tench  and  perch  are  not  foedin". — G.  F. 
Salter.  ° 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Water  rising,  rain  falling  two 
days,  and  the  outlook  is  a  few  more  days  of^shing 
yet  before  the  sound  of  the  gun  i.s  heard.  I  saw  one 
gentleman,  who  has  fished  during  this  week,  with  two 
catches  of  trout,  and  some  ^Ib.,  21b.,  and  lib.  fish. 
Rain  has  prevented  the  rock  fishing,  but  the  net 
fishermen  are  alive,  although  during  the  past  week 
fish  were  scarce,  being  flurried  by  the  few  small 
porpoises  which  have  followed  the  salmon  into  the 
river. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  has  been  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
since  Saturday,  and  some  very  heavy  rain  has  been 
had  which  will  in  all  probability  cause  the  river  to 
rise  and  become  coloured  before  the  end  of  the  week. 
This  will  clear  the  bed  of  the  river,  which  in  some 
places  has  become  foul.  Angling  has  been  fairly  good 
this  week.  The  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
moving  better  ;  although  stormy  a  fair  number 
of  rods  have  been  out,  and  have  used  fly  and  bottom 
baits.  ^  'The  flies  used  are  Hare's  Ear,  Black  Gnat, 
Eed  Spinner,  Coachman,  Fern  Fly,  July  and  August 
Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Coachman,  Yellow  Dun,  and 
Eed  Ant.  Wasp  grub  fishing  is  now  brisk,  and  the 
trout  are  taking  it  well,  some  fine  ones  having  been 
landed.  Eels  have  been  landed  with  worm.  On  llonday 
and  Tuesday  some  very  good  trout  and  grayling  were 
caught  with  fly.  On  Wednesday  (Aug.  14)  ram  fell 
all  day.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  clear,  but  will  be  stained  before  Saturday.  Fishing 
on  them  improved  since  Saturday  (Aug.  10).-^ 
S.  Ludlow. 

,          (Tenbury).— This  district  has  ieen  visited 

with  heavy  rain  this  week,  which  will  no  doubt  cause 
the  river  to  be  coloured  before  the  end  of  the  week ; 
up  to  Wednesday  the  water  was  clear,  a  nice 
level,  and  in  good  fishing  order;  between  the  rain 
the  fish  were  well  on  the  move,  and  rising  freely  at 
the  fly;  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out. 
There  has  been  fair  sport  had  with  fly  and  wasp  grub, 
and  with  fine  weather  there  should  be  some  good  lots 
of  trout  and  greyling  landed  with  Fern  Fly,  Wickham, 
Eed  Ant,  Silver  Dun,  Spinners,  and  Palmers,  August 
and  July  Dun  and  Coachman. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Greaves  has  proved  the  best 
killing  bait  for  barbel  in  the  Newark  district,  some 
nice  fish  being  taken,  best  61b.  5oz.  by  Mr.  T.  Lees,  on 
Monday,  Aug.  12,  but  the  weather  is  very  unsettled, 
and  to-day,  Wednesday,  Aug.  14,  rain  has  fallen  freely! 
From  the  lower  water  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  13,  Mr.  T. 
Davis  brought  up  five  good  barbel,  and  should  the 
water  remain  in  its  present  condition  prospects  look 
fair.  Eoach  have  taken  creed  malt  freely,  some 
excellent  takes  having  been  made  near  the  town  and 
from  the  upper  dyke.  A  few  bream  have  been  taken 
with  worms,  and  many  good  dace  have  been  shown  at 
the  club  room. — Trentsidee. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge). — During 
the  greater  part  of  this  season  the  rivers  here  have 
been  exceptionally  low,  but  the  rivers  to-day  (Thurs- 
day) are  bank  high,  it  having  been  raining  more  or 
less  since  Monday.  There  will  be  some  good  sport 
undoubtedly  now  with  the  trout.  The  otter  hounds 
were  out  on  Monday  between  here  and  Brecon ;  they 
killed  one  fine  otter. — Pontsenny. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).  —  There  has  been 
good  sport  in  the  river  here,  Mr.  S.  B.  Sharpe  having 
landed  three  pike,  the  largest  weighing  about  bib. 
Mr.  Seneschal  caught  a  pike  weighing  4^1  b.,  and  271b. 
of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Fisher,  Iblb.  of  roach  ;  and  Mr. 
Tomlin  a  pike  of  41b. — E.  A.  S. 

Windrush  (East  G-loucestershire).  —  Some 
stretches  of  this  river  are  in  very  good  order  but  others 
are  weedy  and  shallow.  I  hear  of  some  capital  sport 
with  coarse  fish  in  the  Burford  district  and  with  trout 
above  Sherborne  and  Windrush  in  the  Bourton-on-the- 
Water  district.  Trout  are  now  in  good  condition  and 
most  gamesome. — F.  L. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Fishing  on  the  Witham  has  not  been  over  good,  still 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Sluice  some 
grand  bream  have  come  to  hand;  one  of  the  best 
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scaled  4|lb.  The  swims  at  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  and 
on  towards  Dogdyke  have  yielded  well  for  anglers 
with  creed  wheat,  and  some  heavy  tench  have  come 
to  hand.  Some  anglers  have  tried  for  pike,  and 
banked  fish  from  21b.  to  51b.  each ;  perch  fishing 
has  been  pleasing  at  drain  ends  by  means  of  brandling 
■worm.  A  basket  from  near  Anton  Gowt  Lock  is 
reported,  and  a  splendid  specimen  of  2Jlb.  was  got 
by  live  bait  at  Laugrick.  Many  of  the  lengths  of 
drains  about  Boston  arc  suffering  from  ground  bait 
sickness.  Some  of  the  fish  are  so  cloyed  that  they 
will  not  touch  the  daintiest  bait,  still  hundreds,  nay, 
perhaps,  thousands  continue  their  patronage.  Some 
good  tench  have  been  got  from  Meant  Pleasant,  but 
the  best  sport  has  been  had  near  the  cemetery  on  the 
Cowbridge  Drain.  Better  news  comes  from  Old 
Leake.  In  a  match  here  161b.  took  the  leading  prize. 
• — Luci.  ° 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
have  been  in  order  for  fishing  and  the  fish  have  risen 
fairly  well  early  morning  and  late  in  the  evening,  and 
as  A|pust  is  thought  to  be  the  best  month  in  the'year 
for  early  morning  fishing,  therefore  those  anglers  who 
are  desirous  of  making  a  good  basket  the  sooner  they 
get  to  the  river's  side  the  better.  Fish  appear  to  be 
midging,  as  only  a  few  fish  have  been  caught.  Mr. 
Gudgeon,  on  Saturday  (Aug.  10),  caught  two  or  three 
nice  fish  at  Matlock  Bath.  Mr.  J.  Henstock  had  one 
brace  on  Tuesday  evening.  On  Wednesday  we  had  a 
steady  downpour  of  rain.  The  prospect  is  good,  as  it 
ought  to  set  them  on  the  feed.  Flies — Pale 'Blue 
Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Cinnamon  Fly,  Ash  Dun 
Throstle  Wing,  and  Golden  Dun. — Dottebel. 

Yore,  Swale,  "Wharfe,  THidA,  Berwent,  etc.— 
The  Yore  has  been  in  the  best  angling  trim  of  these 
group  of  rivers  during  the  week,  but  with  so  many 
trout  fishermen  grouse  shooting  there  has  been  little 
doing;  the  few  anglers  out  have  found  the  fish 
very  shy  and  to  come  short  to  the  fly  owinc  to 
atmospheric  disturbances  in  the  shape  of  thunder- 
storms, etc.  A  few  nice  dishes  of  trout  and  graylin" 
have,  however,  been  taken  with  the  Brown  Owl,  Poult 
Bloa,  Woodcock  and  Orange  Bracken  Clock,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa,  a  quintet  of  flies  that  will  kill  well 
on  any  river  in  th§  kingdom  for  three  or  four  weeks  to 
come.  A  nice  basket  or  two  of  fish  have  been  made 
with  the  IMiller's  Thumb  Devon  by  Messrs  J  E 
Miller,  Colli  nson,  and  other  local  hands.  The  wasp 
grub  kills  well  in  the  lower  reaches  of  all  these 
rivers.  I  never  saw  more  nests  than  there  are 
this  season.  I  and  one  of  my  boys  took  no 
fewer  than  seven  broods  in  one  field.  Sport  has 
been  fairly  good  in  the  Ripon  and  Borough- 
bridge  districts.  Messrs.  Daniells,  Rowley,  Mason, 
and  others  have  had  excellent  sport  in  the  first-named 
neighbourhood  and  lower  down  some  fine  baskets 
of  roach,  dace,  chub,  etc.,  have  been  caught. 
The  Wharfe  has  had  a  little  fresh  water  down 
The  worm  fished  up-stream  and  minnow  have  proved 
the  more  effective  bait  than  the  fly.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out  at  Burnsall,  Appletreewick,  and  Bolton 
Woods ;  a  few  trout  have  been  landed  with  Miller's 
Thumb  Devon.  In  the  Ilkley  and  Otley  lengths 
sport  among  grayling  and  trout  is  reported  as  "  fair," 
the  flies  mentioned  previously  killing  best,  and  in  the 
Wetherby  and  Collingham  districts  good  baskets  of 
mixed  fish,  principally  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  barbel, 
have  been  taken  by  the  bottom  fishermen,  the  most 
successful  Waltonians  being,  as  far  as  I  know,  Messrs. 
Grimshaw,  Byron,  Head,  Thomas,  and  Pickersgill! 
Similar  returns  are  to  hand  from  Tadcaster  and  ufles- 
kelf .  Angling  in  the  Swale,  Bedale  Beck,  and  the  Weske 
has  not  been  attended  with  much  success  during  the 
past  week.  Those  who  have  tried  the  up-stream 
worm  have  done  best,  but  sport  as  a  rule  has  been 
very  poor.  A  few  members  of  the  Black  Ox  Club 
have  been  out  on  their  club  water,  but  with  the 
exception  of  a  good  roach  or  two  very  few  fish  have 
been  caught.  Mr.  William  Franks  has  creeled  a  few 
nice  grayling  with  the  fly  on  the  Swale,  the  largest  lib. 
As  far  as  the  Nidd  is  concerned  the  Harrogate  Club 
waters  at  Ribstone  Park  seemed  to  have  fished  well ; 
better  prospects  of  sport  are  reported  from  Walsh- 
ford  Bridge,  Hunsingore,  and  Cathal  than  has  been 
the  case  for  some  time,  although  thunderstorms  have 
visited  the  Ryedale  district.  The  Rye  is  low  and 
clear.  Only  moderate  sport  has  been  met  with  up  the 
Derwent,  but  twenty-four  of  the  twenty-five  members 
of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  Preservation  Association 
who  fished  in  the  annual  competition  at  Wheldrake 
on  Monday  caught  fish,  the  principal  prize  takers 
being:— 1,  Thomas  Hall,  31b.  8oz. ;  2,  George  Wricrht 
21b.  710Z. ;  3,  H.  Fallon,  lib.  13Joz. ;  4,  W.  Swales' 
lib.  8I0Z. ;  5,  Thomas  Pearson,  lib.  8oz.  ;  and  6,  w! 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  hair,  is.  per  dozen.  Yard 
roach  bottoms,  with  hoolc  attached,  23.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  2  yards 
4a.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  6s.  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free.  White 
or  chestnut  waterproof  roach  lines,  50  yards,  line,  2s.  ;  extra  fine. 
Is.  9d.  each.  Nottingham  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  li^ht 
cork  l  alanced  handle,  double  brazed,  super  finish,  "  best  value 
ever  offered,"  10s.  6d.  Wasp  grub,  specially  prepared.  Is.  3d  per 
box,  post  free.  "The  Bottom  Fishers  Tackle  Book,"  extra 
value,  33.  3d.,  post  free —J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Welsh,  lib.  7Joz.  The  members  of  the  Prince  Arthur 
Club  (Leeds)  did  worse  than  that,  the  "  dead  heaters" 
for  the  first  prize  only  catching  lib.  12foz.  each!  — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

On  August  3,  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Dixon  caught 
three  dozen  trout,  121b.,  in  a  short  time  on  Loch 
Boarlan.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Whyte,  Liverpool,  and  Mr. 
Beveridge,  London,  on  same  loch,  had  thirty-seven 
trout,  111b.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama, 
two  dozen  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  one  dozen,  51b. ; 
and  Messrs.  Whyte  and  Beveridge,  twenty-eight 
trout,  101b.  On  the  6th,  Rev.  Mr.  Whyte  and  Mr. 
Beveridge,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-five  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  five  dozen 
trout,  201b. ;  Mr.  Dixon  and  Mr.  D.  Anderson,  on  same 
loch,  fifty-eight  trout,  171b.,  and  Mr.  Lynn,  Lidmore, 
one  dozen,  4Jlb.  On  the  7th,  \Mr.  Wade,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  seventeen  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson 
and  Mr.  Whynne,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty-four  trout, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  twenty-five  trout,  (one  of  which 
weighed  21b.),  and  the  whole,  151b. ;  Rev.  P.  Whyte 
and  Mr.  Beveridge,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-one 
trout,  lOJlb.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty  trout,  141b."; 
Mi.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Urigill,  13^1b.  of  trout ;  Mr.  Wade, 
on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen  trout,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Sloan,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  one  dozen  trout,  81b.,  and  /o  ar  of  31b.  ; 
Messrs.  Whyte  and  Beveridge,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirteen 
trout,  81b.,  and  a  ferox  weighing  21b.  On  the  9th, 
Messrs.  Whyte  and  Beveridge,  on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty- 
six  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Wade,  on  same  loch,  thirty-two 
trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  ten  trout, 
71b.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty 
trout,  121b.  ;  and  Mr.  Anderson,  on  same  loch,  five 
dozen,  lOJlb.  On  the  12th,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  forty-three  trout,  151b. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  our 
same  loch,  two  dozen,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Wade,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  twenty-two  trout,  61b.;  and  Mr.  Sloan,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  twenty-six  trout,  81b.  Total  for  the 
week,  eight  hundred  trout,  324ilb. ;  two  fcro.r,  51b. — B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 
— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  follov/ing  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had  :— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puller  Maitland 
—Aug.  7  (29,  101b.)  ;  9th  (22,  7Jlb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Waters— 7th  (12, 61b.) ;  9th  (18,  61b,).  Messrs.  Osborne, 
Williams,  and  Wright— 8th  (101b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Linscott— 9th  (12,  41b.);  10th  (18,  01b.).  Messrs. 
Maitland  and  Waters— 10th  (5,  31b.,  1  sea-trout,  2Jlb.). 
IMessrs.  Wright  and  Williams— 10th  (14,  81b.).  Messrs. 
Munro  and  McDowall— 10th   (11,    51b.).  —  David 

MUNRO. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (Thurso,  N.B.)— On 

Aug.  10  the  sport  was  as  follows  :  Messrs.  Mackay  and 
Elinhurst,  York,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  ten  trout  averaging 
Jib.  each,  and  Dr.  Mackay,  York,  on  river  Naver,  had 
six  sea  trout,  71b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  long-expected  and 
welcome  flood  has  arrived  at  last.  For  thirty  years 
there  has  not  been  such  a  thunderstorm  as  took  place 
in  Eskdale  on  Saturday  (Aug.  10).  It  was  a  spate  of 
a  pronounced  character.  All  the  tributaries  responded, 
and  the  river  Esk  was  running  between  bank  and 
brae,  tearing  madly  down  to  the  Solway  Firth. 
Both  rivers  are  now  in  good  angling  condition, 
and  some  good  catches  were  made  on  Monday  and 
during  the  week  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout. 
On  Saturday  the  water  was  too  thick  for  fishing.  On 
Aug.  11  it  was  in  splendid  order,  but  there  was  no  fishing 
done.  The  water  is  now  in  order  for  fly  and  a  good  many 
anglers  have  been  out.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Frank  Storey 
had  a  salmon  of  lO^b.  at  the  back  of  Langholm  dis- 
tillery in  Skippers  "Gullet.  Fishing  in  the  reserved 
water,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heden  caught  four  herling  in  the 
evening  ;  Mr.  R.  Knox  had  two  sea  trout  weighing  to- 
gether 61b.  and  a  herling  in  Millbank  Pool.  In  Wester- 
kirk  water  above  Langholm  Dr.  Thornton  had  several 
sea  trout  and  some  good  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Elton 
caught  two  sea  trout,  three  herling  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Laidlow  caught  two  sea  trout  and  three 
herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Bell  had  two  herling  and  two  sea  trout 
Mr.  Scott,  Paisley,  and  Mr.  W.  Ross  had  each  two 
herling.  In  the  mid-reaches  good  sport  is  being  had 
chiefly  at  night  with  fly.  Dr.  Belilio  has  had  excellent 
baskets  of  herling  and  sea  trout  (fifty-nine  herling  and 
three  sea  trout) ;  Dr.  Burrell  had  a  sea  trout  l|lb.  and 
several  herling;  Mr.  D.  Murray,  Canonbie,  caught 
two  sea  trout  21b.  each,  and  some  herling ;  Mr.  M. 
Steel  had  two  sea  trout  and  nine  herling;  Mr.  J. 
Graham,  Hollows,  creeled  two  sea  trout  and  several 
herling  in  Canonbie  water ;  Dr.  Anderson,  Bskbank, 
Canonbie,  caught  some  herling  in  his  favourite 
pitch  above  Canonbie  Bridge  ;  Mr.  J.  Laidlow  caught 
eighteen  herling  and  six  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water  ; 
Mi.  J.  Scott  had  five  sea-trout ;  the  Rev.  J.  Chanprey, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  creeled  three  sea-trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Scott  had  five  sea-trout;  Mr.  H.  Elton 
caught  two  sea-trout  and  three  herling;  Mr.  A. 
Jackson  had  three  sea-trout  and  five  herling  ;  Mr.  S. 
Bell  caught  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  J.  Bell,  jun.,  had  one 
sea-trout,  three  herling,  and  eighteen  yellow  trout ;  I 


Mr.  J.  Fairley  caught  one  sea-trout  and  one  herling ; 
Mr.  T.  Morrison  had  two  sea-trout  and  eight  herling; 
Mr.  S.  Hounam  had  three  sea-trout ;  and  Mr."  A.' 
Wilson  caught  two  sea-trout.— Gilnockie.  -  ■ 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Psrthshiro).— Mr. Munday,  , 
of  London,  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Thursday  (Aug.  8), 
had  a  nice  salmon  of  191b. ;  Mr.  H.  Young,  of  Yorks^ 
also  had  one  of  19|lb.— D.  McNau<ihton, 

Inchnadainph"  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Pishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had  :— Mr.  Margeston— Aug.  2  (1  grilse 
3pb.)  ;  7th  (21,  71b.).  Mr.  Webster— 2nd  (1  grilse, 
3Jlb.) ;  3rd  (1  grilse,  51b.).  Mr.  King— 3rd  (13,  4Jlb.) ; 
6ch  (17,  71b.).  Captain  Kennard-3rd  (4,  ;^lb.) ;  6th 
(3  grilse,  31b.,  51b.,  5|lb.,  1  salmon,  131b.);  8th  (17, 
7Jlb.);  10th  (14,  51b.).  Mr.  Hooper— 5th  (3  grilse, 
5Jlb.,  61b.,  61b.) ;  6th  (2  salmon,  61b.  each).  Mr.  J. 
Hooper— 5th  (1  grilse,  61b.)  ;  9th  (1  grilse,  51b.) ;  10th 
(1  grilse,  01b.).  Mr.  Johnstone— 7th  (1  sea-trout, 
3Jlb.)  ;  8th  (1,  IJlb.,  1  grilse,  5|lb.).  Mr.  Cooke— 
10th  (1  grilse,  6ilb.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown— 10th  (12, 
61b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  Anglers  had  heavy 
catches  up  to  Saturday,  when  a  severe  protracted  , 
thunderstorm  has  since  made  the  weather  very 
unsettled,  and  sport  has  been  barely  so  good  though 
good  catches  continue  to  be  made.  Fourteen  members 
of  the  Dunfermline  Club  creeled  one  hundred  and 
eleven  trout,  831b.  12oz.— ^rst,  Mr.  W.  Watson,  nine- 
teen trout,  171b.  80Z.  Mr.  R.  Dunsmore  was  first  at 
the  Perthshire  Club  competition  with  sixteen  trout, 
lUb.  7oz.  Pour  members  of  the  Northumberland 
Club  captured  ;twenty-five  trout,  191b.  5oz.  —  first, 
Mr.  Vaughan,  eleven  trout,  71b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Bell,  of  the 
Wellshot  Club,  was  first  with  sixteen  trout,  101b.  8oz. 
Several  smaller  first  prize  baskets  were  got.  Private 
parties :— Messrs.  0.  T.  and  W.  M.  Cooke,  Polstad 
Hall,  Colchester,  in  five  days'  fishing,  captured  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six  trout,  851b.  12oz.  Their  best  / 
basket  was  got  on  Aug.  ,9,  and  contained  forty-nine 
trout,  341b. ;  Messrs.  Howe  and  Berridge,  Kinross,  in 
the  afternoon,  sixteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  j.  Tod,  Kinross, 
and  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-six  trout, 
201b.  ;  Mr.  Alexander  and  Mr.  Iilyles,  Glasgow,  thirty- 
one  trout,  231b.  ;  Mr.  Dunsmore,  Perth,  twenty-three 
trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Blair  and  Mr.  Whitehead,  Dunblane, 
eleven  trout,  131b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  A.  M.  Kennedy,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty-two  trout,  181b. ;  Mr.  Pumphrey  and 
Mr.  Vaughan,  Newcastle,  sixteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ; 
Captain  Wood,  Builth,  Wales,  nineteen  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scott,  Alderley  Edge,  Cheshire,  twenty- 
two  trout,  141b.  80Z. ;  Mr.  A.  L.  McKenzie,  Glasgow, 
twenty-four  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Andrew  Smith  and  Mr. 
Meloin,  Alloa,  forty  trout,  251b. ;  Captain  Pollock  and 
Mr.  Somerton,  thirty-nine  trout,  251b.  ;  Mr.  Adair  and 
Mr.  Hunter,  Edinburgh,  twenty-eight  trout,  201b. ;  Mr. 
Yule  and  Mr.  Taylor,  Paisley,  fifteen  trout,  141b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-five  trout,  181b.  ; 
Mr.  Eadie,  Paisley,  twenty  trout,  151b.  ;  Mr.  R. 
Cochran,  Paisley,  twenty-eight  trout,  241b. ;  Captain 
Eley,  Shirend,  eighteen  trout,  12Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Rey- 
nolds and  Richardson,  Newcastle,  twenty  trout,  131b. ; 
Mr.  Dunbar,  ten  trout,  181b. ;  Master  Whitson  Cleg- 
horn,  Broughty  Ferry,  twenty-one  trout,  171b.;  Mr. 
Lymburn,  Paisley,  fifteen  trout,  121b.  Mr.  P.  Pringle, 
when  competing  at  the  Uddingston  Waltonian  Club 
competition,  hooked  a  trout  of  12oz.,  which  was  seized 
by  a  3Jlb.  pike,  which  held  on  to  the  trout  so 
tenaciously  that  both  were  landed.  At  the  Glasgow 
District  Angling  Clubs  Association  competition  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  13,  the  trophy  was  won  for  the  fourth 
time  by  the  Wanderers  Club. — Robert  Laing. 

Iioch  Ness  (Poyers), — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Thursday  (Aug.  8)  Mr.  Tilston  killed 
three  fresh  run  grilse,  weighing  5Jlb.,  51b.,  and  4Jlb. ; 
also  one  sea-trout. — S.  Tilston. 

Tongue  Hotel. — On  Aug.  2,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch 
Deiru,  had  nineteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  nine,  41b.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Kinloch 
River,  three  grilse  weighing  61b.,  5^1b.,  and  41b 
respectively ;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nine,  4Jlb. 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  Brown,  on  Kinloch  River,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb. ;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Craggie,  three,  2|lb.  On 
the  7th,  Mr.  Smith,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven,  81b. ;  Mr. 
Ransome,  on  Loch  Craggie,  six.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  a  Court,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven ;  Mr.  Smith,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  twenty-two,  61b.  On  the  9th,  Messrs. 
Slingsby  and  Brown,  on  Loch  Loyal,  thirty-one,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Ransome,  on  Loch  Loyal,  nineteen,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Smith,  on  Loch  Craggie,  nineteen,  81b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
a  Court,  on  Loch-na-hacon,  sixteen,  61b.  On  the  10th,. 
Messrs.  Slingsby  and  Brown,  on  Loch  Loyal,  thirteen, 
51b. ;  Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Loyal,  411?. ;  Mr.  Ransome, 
on  Loch  Slam,  four  ;  Mr.  a  Court,  on  the  Kyle,  three,, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Foster,  on  the  Kyle,  six ;  Mr.  Smith,  on 
Loch  Craggie,  seven. — M.  MacInnes. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
For  some  weeks  past  angling  of  any  kind  has  been  but 
a  poor  and  unprofitable  pastime.  The  rivers  had  not 
been  cleansed  for  months,  and  weeds  and  dirt  had 
accumulated  to  such  an  extent  that  angling  was  very 
unpleasant,  as  well  as  unprofitable.  However,  the  flood 
came  at  last,  which  happened  on  Saturday,  the  rivers 
rising  to  the  extent  of  5^  feet,  and  giving  the  bed  of  the 
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river  a  good  cleaning  out;  as  it  came  during 
the  weekly  close  time,  a  good  few  fish,  mostly  grilse 
have  reached  our  favourite  casts  in  the  district' 
The  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  just  a  nice  size  and 
colour  for  catching  a  fish.  During  the  flood  one  or 
two  good  takes  of  trout  have  been  got  mostly 
with  minnow.  On  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Maben  had 
^l^-'-r.^'-  f  ^Ir-   Joe  Watson,  51b. 

Mr.  B.  Bond,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  T.  Green,  61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gibson 
41b.,  all  on  Tweed.  Mr.  Cousins,  61b. ;  Mr.  W.  Mercer' 
61b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Hogarth,  91b.  ;  Mr.  D.  Hill,  7ilb.,  with 
fly  on  the  Teviot,  mostly  with  small  Double  Midges 
I  expect  that  during  the  week  salmon  anglers  will 
have  an  early  turn  of  sport.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).— Several  anglers 
of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  were  out  on  Lou^^h 
Arne,  Burren  and  other  waters  of  the  a  s  iciation  since 
last  notes  with  fair  success.  On  Saturday  (Aug.  10) 
Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy  and  party  were  out  on  Lou<^h  Arne 
and  took  some  fish.  The  association  purposes  re- 
stocking some  of  the  lakes  next  month  with  brown 
trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  late  rains  caused  a  small 
flood  m  the  tributaries  of  the  Bann  and  all  the  other 
rivers  and  streams  of  the  north  of  Ireland.    It  was 
only  of  a  few  hours'  duration,  as  the  parched  earth 
absorbed  the  greater  part  of  all  the  rain  that  fell  very 
quickly.    Had  it  been  a  few  days  longer  coming  fish 
life  would  have  been  an  impossibility  in  many  of  the 
rivers  and  streams  of  North  Ulster,  some  of  which  were 
left  without  water,  all  having  been  drained  off  to  fill 
the  flax  steeps.    A  large  quantity  of  the  poisonous 
water  has  been  brought  into  Lough  Nea^^h  from 
the  earlier  flax  growing  districts,  Down,  Arma<Th 
and  Tyrone,  but  it  will  soon  disappear  when  it  gets 
mixed  with  the  waters  of  the  Lake.    In  Antrim  and 
perry  much  of  the  plant  is  yet  unpulled,  and  it  is 
from  these  counties  that  the  water  comes  that  interfere 
directly  with  the  angling  on  the  Bann.    There  is  a 
good  prospect  of  sport  for  the  coming  week,  as  salmon 
have  been  taking  the  fly  freely  since  the  water  cleared 
Captain  Law  and  Mrs.  Law  landed  six  salmon  and 
grilse  on  the  Caronroe  reach  scaling  from  5*lb  to  151b 
and  Mr.  F.  Dawson  one  grilse,  6^1b.,  and  Mr.  Haslam 
one  grilse,  61b.,  on  the  Kilrea  section.— Daniel  O'Fee 
Belfast  and  District.— Although  a  considerable 
quantity  of  ram  fell  in  the  past  few  days  it  was  not 
telt  on  the  streams  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Belfast     The  Clady,  Glenavy,  and  Crumlen  rose  a 
'    i  'x,  *  ^r.®  Lagan,  Crossgar,  Maine,  and  the  streams 
of  the  Glens  were  well  flooded.     On  Friday  your 
correspondent  killed  nine  trout  on  Crumlen,  and  the 
following  day  Messrs.  Redding,  Morton,  and  Gunning 
had  some  success  on  the  Clady  during  a  slight  spate! 
On  Lisburn  Dam  Mr.  A.  C.  Davies  had  several  brace 
of  trout  up  to  21b.  on  the  fly.    The  Woodburn  Dams 
are  not  fishing  as  well  as  they  were  some  time  ago.  A 
further  run  of  sea  trout  up  the  tideway  of  the  Lacran 
has  been  noticed. — J.  A.  B.  ° 

Cork  Rivers.— Heavy  rain  has  fallen  on  many 
days  since  last  report,  and  sport  has  shown  up  a 
good  deal.  Sea-trout  are  arriving  in  fair  or  average 
numbers. — T.  J.  D.  ^ 
Corrib  (Galway).— The  rise  in  the  water  brought 
further  runs  of  clean  fish  from  the  tide  way,  and  good 
sport  is  anticipated  as  the  fish  in  the  river  were  old  and 
stale  and  not  at  all  disposed  to  rise  to  fly  or  shrimp 
bea  trout  and  peal  are  showing  well  up.— J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— This  week  a  heavy 'flood 
swept  the  Black  water-  after  a  drought  of  seven  weeks' 
duration.    Some  flax  water  is  in  evidence  in  the  small 


streams.  The  Ballinderry  was  raised  considerably  hy 
the  rain,  and  if  the  flax  water  does  not  come  down 
there  will  be  good  angling  this  week.— J.A.B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— The  Erne 
is  at  present  in  grand  fishing  order,  as  owing  to  the 
heavy  rainfall  during  the  past  week  the  river  has  risen 
almost  two  feet.  Dr.  Buckley  landed  two  salmon  of 
141b.  and  81b.  daring  the  past  week  ;  Mr.  Miller  landed 
one  salmon  of  91b.  on  Aug.  1.3,  and  had  several  heavy 
salmon  in  play  but  unfortunately  lost  them;  another 
angler  landed  two  salmon  on  the  same  day.  Since 
the  rise  of  water  in  the  river  the  salmon  have 
moved  on  to  the  throws  out  of  the  deep  holes,  and 
some  fine  sport  is  now  certain  to  be  had  as  a  fine  lot 
of  big  fish  is_now  on  the  pooJs.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  is  improving  on  the  majority 
of  the  Kerry  rivers,  which  are  now  all  in  good  order.— 

Lough    Cnrrane   (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry)  — 

Heavy  rains  having  fallen  for  the  past  three  or  four 
days  the  water  has  got  into  pretty  good  order,  but 

sport  has  not  shown  much  improvement.  T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Derg  (Mount  Shannon).— The  pike  fishin" 
season  has  now  opened  on  Lough  Derg,  and  promises 
well.  Six  fine  fish  were  got  by  one  boat  on  Au"-  7 
one  of  them  a  splendid  fish  of  211b.,  in  perfect  con- 
dition.—H.  VV. 

Lough  Melvin.— Trouting  was  again  good  during 
the  past  week,  the  anglers  out  on  the  lake  gene- 
rally had  fair  sport ;  some  nice  baskets  of  gillaroo 
trout  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  Messrs  G 
Mundry,  Phillips,  B.  Grimes,  and  A.  Graham.  '  Mr! 
C.  McGrath  landed  a  fine  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of 
6^1b.,  trolling  on  the  12th  inst.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Cullen 
landed  a  brown  trout  of  31b.,  and  gillaroo  trout  of 
2ilb.  on  the  10th  inst.,  also  trolling.  On  the  river 
Erne,  Mr.  Scaife  and  Mr.  Cecil  Scaife  had  some  good 
sport  amongstjthe  sea  trout  and  brown  trout,  havin^^ 
caught  a  fair  hnmber  every  day  during  the  past  week" 
many  of  the  trout  weighing  lib.  and  IJlb.  each  — m' 
Rogan  &  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— Not  for  many  years  has  there  been 
so  many  salmon  in  Lough  Neagh,  and  this  is  con- 
sidered a  very  auspicious  circumstance  as  no  doubt 
they  will  run  up  some  of  the  smaller  rivers  which  they 
had  almost  ceased  to  visit— such  as  the  Clady,  Glen- 
any  and  Crumlen  in  their  lower  parts.— J.  A.  B.' 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— River  in  flood  most  of  the  week,  but  in  good 
order  now.  The  flood  has  taken  up  large  numbers  of 
fresh  salmon  and  grilse  from  the  sea,  and  as  all  nets 
are  off  good  sport  may  be  looked  for.  Mr.  Brown 
had  a  grilse  51b.,  and  Mr.  Beats  a  salmon  11  Jib.  Sea- 
trout  anglers  have  done  well  with  worm  and  fly,  the 
best  take  for  one  rod  being  seventeen,  151b.,  go't  by 
Mr.  Close.  Some  trout  and  perch  were  got  by  Mr. 
Carter  and  friend  on  Lough  Spenning,  also  seven  pike 
951b.,  largest  231b.— Pat  Heabnes.  ' 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— For  the  past 
week  salmon  and  white  trout  in  great  numbers  have 
been  running  up  the  Crolly  to  the  lakes  which  are 
now  in  the  best  order.  The  run  is  the  largest  ever 
noted  as  there  are  now  no  obstructions  to  the 
ascending  fish.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bartleet,  Mr.  Elkington 
Dr.  Evelyn,  Mr.  Christie,  B.L.,  Captain  Onslow,' 
Colonel  Rogers,  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  etc.,  had  good 
takes  of  white  trout  up  to  2Jlb.  each  on  Loughanure, 
Dungloe,  and  other  waters,  and  some  salmon  up  to 
111b.  were  killed  on  the  Crolly.  The  Duke  of  Abercorn 
has  arrived  for  ten  days'  fishing  on  the  lakes.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — Al- 
though we  have  had  several  heavy  downpours  during 
the  week,  the  water  is  still  as  low  as  ever ;  sport  nil  in 
consequence.  Master  Thomas  Buckworth  is  doing 
great  execution  among  the  perch  under  the  weir  wall ; 
he  has  taken  several  up  to  21b.  each.— S.  J.  Hubley.  ' 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Though 
the  above  waters  have  had  a  much-needed  freshening- 
up  frorn  recent  rains,  sport  has  not  improved  very 
much — in  fact,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  so  far 
in  the  sea-trout  department,  but  fair  takes  of  brown 
trout  have  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— Very  few  boat  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  strong  winds  from  the 
west,  and  very  choppy  seas.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
Aug.  14,  the  sea  is  much  calmer  and  the  wind  in  the 
S.E.— H. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Poutings  of  small  size  still 
constitute  the  major  portion  of  the  pier  catches, 
satisfying  the  juveniles,  but  yielding  a  poor  return  to 
adult  anglers.  Mr.  Burgess  took  one  fine  plaice  on 
Saturday  last,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Glen  had 
two  plaice  and  one  dab  on  the  morning's  tide,  and  five 
pollack  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  Savill  hooked  a  large 
rig  on  Monday  morning,  but  failed  to  land  it,  the 
tide  at  the  time  being  too  low  to  allow  of  the  use  of  a 
landing  net.  Mr.  Wood,  who  fished  for  pollack  in  the 
evening,  only  succeeded  in  capturing  one,  since  which 
his  reward  has  been  but  two  daily.  Mr.  Bowles  took 
two  "nurse-dogs"  on  Tuesday  morning,  baiting  with 
small  pouting,  but  no  one  else  had  any.     A  few 


weavers  have  been  caught  daily,  and  occasionally  a 
small  skulpin,  but  no  one  has  been  stung  or  cut  by 
either  species.— J.  KicirAEDsON  (H.S.A.S  ) 

Powey  (Cornwall).— Excellent  sport  lias  been 
Had  during  the  past  week  by  boat  anglers,  and  good 
catches  have  been  made  of  large  pollack ;  also  of 
bream  dory,  mackerel,  and  whiting.  Some  of  the 
largest  pollack  were  taken  by  a  lady  angler  We  are 
having  splendid  weather,  and  the  town  is  full  of 
visitors.— H. 

Plymouth.— Large  pollack  and  bass  are  plentiful 
here  now,  the  former  being  caught  near  the  Mew- 
stone  and  at  Penlee  Point,  and  some  of  a  very  fair 
size  in  Firestone  Bay.  The  long  looked  for  bats  have 
arrived,  and  have  been  taken  freely  at  Penlee  Point 
andtheHame  Head  casting  from  the  rocks  with  a 
sixteen-foot  salmon  or  cine  rod,  using  the  black 
spinning  sand-eel,  phantom  or  plano-convex  minnow 
as  bait.  Several  have  been  taken  during  the  last  few 
days,  some  up  to  121b.  and  141b.  weight  each,  and  they 
show  good  sport  on  a  single  salmon  gut  collar.  I  need 
not  say  that  a  gaff  or  landing-net  is  indispensable 
There  IS  any  amount  of  pouting  fishing,  and  good  sport 
with  the  pollack  and  shad  from  the  piers.  I  have  just 
received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  has  returned 
from  the  Scilly  Isles,  where  he  has  been  with  a  friend 
1  quote  from  it :— "  We  were  at  Scilly  about  five  weeks' 
and  landed  748  pollack,  besides  bream,  etc.  Most  of 
the  fish  were  caught  by  your  red  .sand-eel,  Black 
^^  T,';?^®'''  ^"'^  ''^'^  ^"^^'^e  Flies.  We  had  a  Bed 
and  White  Fly  on  each  line  besides  the  Challenger  or 
sand-eel,  but  took  them  off  when  we  were  catdiing 
larger  fish.  Our  heaviest  pollack  was  just  over  121b  " 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Scilly  Isles  is  the  place  for 
large  pollack.  I  have  sent  several  fishermen  there 
m  Q  ^J  ^'^^'^  ""^^  catches.— Wm.  Heaeder 

Ramsgate.— Fishing  in  the  bay  has  considerably 
improved.  Very  good  strings  of  dabs  have  been  taken 
by  the  boats  m  the  bay,  with  here  and  there  a  very 
fine  plaice.  Two  red  mullets  have  also  been  taken 
and  the  whiting  are  just  beginning  to  show;  but  the 
finest  gear  is  of  necessity,  the  water  being  so  bright 
JNothmg  of  any  consequence  has  lieen  done  on  either 
the  iron  pier,  Marina,  or  harbour.— Geey  Mullett 

Scarborough.— The  herring  season  is  on,  and 
boat  anglers  are  taking  silver  whiting  and  mackerel 
although  neither  are  as  yet  abundant  in  the  bay  but 
m  another  week  or  so  sport  should  be  good.— H.  ' 

Tenby.— Up  to  present  date  (Aug.  1.3)  the  fishing  at 
Tenby  has  even  exceeded  the  sanguine  expectations  of 
our  old  salts.  Large  baskets  of  red  mullet  have  been 
taken  in  Jones  Bay,  which,  by  the  way,  is  called  after 
Paul  Jones,  the  celebrated  pirate.  Whiffing  round. 
Caldey  Island  has  given  visitors  great  sport,  the  coast 
of  the  island  abounding  with  bass,  pollack,  rock- 
mackerel,  etc.  Conger  fishing  has  been  indulged  in 
very  freely  with  satisfactory  results.  "  Palmer  "°Wick- 
land  and  his  assistant.  Jack  Way,  accompanied  by  a 
well-known  angler,  brought  to  gaff  1141b.  of  confer  ray 
bass,  etc.,  not  including  a  large  dogfish  which^had  to 
be  cut  adrift.  Fishing  from  the  pier  is  'now  in  full 
swing,  ladies  and  gentlemen  taking  good  baskets  of 
flat-fish,  pollack,  bream,  gurnet,  etc.,  every  day.  Any 
angler  wishing  for  a  good  day's  sport  could  not  do 
better  than  apply  to  James  Wickland,  better  known 
as  "  Palmer,"  the  owner  of  the  Rob  Rotj,  which  has 
recently  been  fitted  out  for  sea. — L. 
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Bracing  Air:  Highly  Recommended  by 
the  Medical  Faculty. 


EXCELLENT  FACILITIES  FOR  YACHTING 
FISHING,  AND  GOLFING. 

FRIDAY  TO  TUESDAY,  FORTNIGHTLY  AND 
TOURIST  TICKETS  ISSUED  AT  CHEAP  FARES 
BY  ALL  TRAINS. 
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breakfastInd  din[nc  cars. 

Fabmhouse  and  Countby  Lodgings  List. 

AU  particulars  free  by  post  on  application  to 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street  Station 
London,  E.G. 
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Jingling  ^ti-^lurcs. 


August  18. 

Amicable  Bros. :  Dinner  at  Edeubridge. 

Admiral  Blake :  Match  at  Hemel  Hemjjstoad. 

Clifton  :  Peg-down  match. 

Dibdiu  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Yalding. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Roving  Match. 

Original  Alexander:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Stockwell :  Match  at  Wokiug. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Wateringbury. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Maiden. 

Warwick  :  Outing  to  Uxbridge. 

Wenlock  :  Match  at  Langley. 
Augxist  19. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  Jileeting. 

Good  Intent  :  Annual  dinner. 
August  22. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Egham. 


August  2.5. — Allason  United  Brothers  :  Brake  outing. 
„      2.5. — Blenheim  :  Match  at  West  Drayton. 
^,      25. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
_,,      2-3. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 
.  ,,      25. — East  Dulwich  :  Match  at  Yarmouth. 
^,      25. — Park  :  Annual  dinner. 

25.— Silver  Trout  :  Match  at  Fittleworth. 
.  ,,      25. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
.  „      26.— Jolly  Anglers  :  Match  at  Ely. 
.  ,,      26. — North  London  :  Visit. 

28. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 
.,,      28. — Walthamstow  Brothers  ;  Concert. 

Sept.   1. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Hatfield- 
Peverel. 

„     1. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St. 

Margaret's. 
,,      1. — Dalston  :  Outing. 

,,     1. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Maldon  East 


IRepovts  from  Clubs* 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  B.C.— The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  August  19,  at 
8  p.m.  Shall  be  glad  if  delegates  will  endeavour  to  be 
•present  at  the  time  mentioned. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — At  our  last  meet- 
ing on  Friday  (Aug.  9)  one  grant  of  £6  and  two  con- 
valescent home  letters,  with  the  usual  donation.  I 
also  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  £1  2s.  from 
the  Woolwich  Brothers  and  16s.  6d.  from  Stockwell. 
'  Secretaries  will  oblige  by  sending  their  lists,  as  I  want 
to  have  a  rest. — S.  ]\Ialbt. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  my  last  report  several 
members  have  weighed  in.  Mr.  A.  Painter,  801b.  of 
bream  and  roach  in  two  catches ;  Messrs.  Chuches, 
Markwortb,  and  Cousin,  roach  and  dace.  We  made 
another  new  member,  Mr.  T.  Green.— A.  Painter. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling.  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — On  Aug.  11  the  following  weighed  in  : 
Mr.  G.  Strong,  dace;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  fine  show  of 
dace.  A  match  takes  place  on  Aug.  18  (roving)  at 
Hemel  Hempstead,  all  members  to  go  down  by  first 
train  from  Willesden  Junction  at  9  o'clock.  Anymember 
not  catching  said  train  must  report  himself  to  another 
member  before  starting  fishing. — C.  M.  Steadman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
— Members  were  out  at  various  waters  on  Aug.  11, 
•■and  mixed  takes  were  the  order  by  Messrs.  H.  Slack, 
R.  Harris,  H.  Smith,  and  C.  Brett,  the  last-named  a 
Tiice  show  of  Ouse  bream.  Our  brake  outing  for  Aug. 
25  promises  to  be  well  supported.  The  brake  leaves  at 
12.15  for  Half- Way  House,  Horefleld.  Conditions  : 
Cease  and  start  by  signal ;  one  rod  ;  all  seasonable  fish 
weighable,  bar  jack  ;  pegged  down.  Letter  was  read 
from  Mr.  Hardcastle,  of  the  Angel,  St.  Neots,  who  will 
be  pleased  to  see  any  of  our  members.  Your  humble 
will  shortly  visit  this  famous  fishing  station.  Letter 
was  read  rc  concert  at  Carlton  Angling  Society  for  the 
benefit  of  a  good,  but,  alas !  late  member.  We  will 
support  the  very  deserving  cause.  We  thank  G. 
Barlow  for  introducing  three  members.  ■ —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Several  members  weighed  in 
on  Aug.  11,  when  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace  were 
on  view.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  White 
Horse,  Edenbridge.  Our  first  outing  on  Sept.  1  to 
Hatfield-Peverel. — G.  Harpus. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— We  fished  our  August 
match  at  Amberley  on  August  11,  as  arranged.  Mr. 
G.  Mallett  came  in  first;  Mr.  E.  Stokes,  second; 
Mr.  H.  Mallett,  third;  Mr.  C.  Cannar,  fourth.  All 


competitors  had  fish  with  the  exception  of  two. 
Meeting  on  Wednesday,  14th,  was  well  attended,  but  it 
was  decided  to  postpone  any  special  business  until 
further  notice.    Next  meeting  Wednesday  (August  21). 

Battbrsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — On  Aug.  11  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  G.  Ireland,  bream,  131b. ; 
Mr.  A.  Pemberton,  bream,  51b.  9oz.  Messrs.  A. 
Addison,  J.  W.  Hall,  and  C.  Ireland  also  weighed  in. 
Mr.  F.  Barter  was  elected  a  vporking  member. — A. 
De,jonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Will  members  kindly  be  present  at 
next  Thursday's  meeting  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
August  match.  On  Aug.  11  Mr. '  F.  Hudson  weighed 
in  chub,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Crane  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Southcombe  was  elected  a  member. — C.  H.  C. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — The  annual 
general  meeting  was  held  on  Aug.  14,  when  the 
balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  satisfactory,  and 
the  following  officers  elected  ;  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Jilr.  T.  Paternoster;  chairman,  Mr.  B.  Lummes ; 
scalesman,  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker.  The  quarterly  peg- 
down  match  will  take  place  on  Aug.  25,  at  Ware,  when 
we  fish  for  three  prizes  under  the  usual  conditions. — 
T.  Paternoster. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Since  last  report 
the  followins  have  weighed  in :  Messrs.  A.  Derry, 
one  tench,  21b.  8oz.  ;  Taylor,  bream  and  roach,  81b. 
lOoz.  ;  A.  Wiseman,  bream  and  roach,  71b.  13oz. ; 
H.  Dagworthy,  roach  and  dace;  C.  Chaplais,  dace; 
J.  Weeks,  roach ;  P.  Wilson,  ijerch.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  made  Messrs.  Parr  and  Sharratt  working 
members,  and  Mr.  Evans  hon.  member.  Our  next 
match  will  take  place  at  West  Drayton  on  Aug.  25, 
from  Cowley  Broad  to  Cowley  Lock.  One  rod,  towpath 
only,  all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack,  pope,  eels,  and 
bleak.— C.  Chaplais. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  nest  outing  will  take  place  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's on  Sept.  1,  pegged  down,  for  eight  prizes.  The 
boundary  will  be  from  St.  Margaret's  Lock  to  Bunting- 
ford  railway-bridge.  Fish  to  be  shown  not  later  than 
7.30.  at  the  Railway  Hotel.  On  Aug.  11  we  had  an 
excellent  show  of  fish — Mr.  J.  Baines,  71b.  lOJoz. 
roach;  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  61b.  123oz.,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  E.  Argent,  41b.,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  H.  Smith, 
roach;  Mr.  L.  Stephenson,  roach;  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss, 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Ben  Smith,  roach,  and  Mr.  C. 
Wicks,  roach. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Tovra. — Our  members  are  still  making 
very  good  shows.  Mr.  Mann  had  a  mixed  lot  of  barbel 
and  chub,  largest  chub  31b.  2oz. ;  Parker,  chub  and 
roach,  41b.  6oz. ;  A.  Taylor,  P.  Dykes,  S.  Dykes, 
Whittick,  J.  Andrews,  Puller,  Galloway  and  Reynolds 
also  having  fish.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  Wednesday  to  fix  next  outing. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  to  arrange 
locale  of  another  match  for  Aug.  25.  Mr.  G.  Cook 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  dace  on  Aug.  13. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapton  Flyfishers  and  General  Angling 
Society,  the  Three  Sisters,  Hackney  Downs,  N.E. 
— Several  members  were  out  during  the  week,  and 
the  secretary  weighed  in  a  b\Vo.  jack  from  the  Ouse — 
the  first  of  the  season. — W.  Passmorb. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — We  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish  weighed  in  for  Bank  Holiday  outing  by  the 
following  members : — Messrs.  H.  Bampton,  171b.  llgoz., 
bream ;  C.  Parmer,  51b.  6oz.,  bream  and  roach  ;  W. 
Browning,  roach ;  another  member  weighed  in  a  mixed 
bag  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  Three  members  weighed 
in  for  the  guinea  prize  ftom  St.  Neots,  Mr.  C.  Parmer 
winning  the  prize  with  61b.  14oz.  of  bream ;  H.  Bamp- 
ton, lib.  7foz.,  bream  ;  P.  Eastwood,  lib.  9Joz.,  bream. 
There  are  still  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  from  Bank 
Holiday  outing. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoLBBROOE  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Our  members  have  been 
having  good  sport,  Mr.  W.  A.  George  at  East  Maiden, 
Mr.  G.  Johnson  at  Amberley,  Messrs.  A.  Clayton,  A. 
McGaw,  P.  Everit,  T.  Johnson,  ane  W.  Sellars,  on  the 
Bure,  Norfolk.  Two  new  members  were  enrolled  at 
our  last  meeting.— T.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — Mr.  W.  Poole,  speci- 
men bream  ;  Mr.  C.  Poole,  barbel  and  bream  ;  Mr.  H. 
Warr,  bream  and  chub  ;  Mr.  J.  Jarrett,  roach ;  Mr. 
W.  Goodin,  carp;  Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  carp.  Members 
who  want  to  go  on  the  A.B.S.  please  come  up  on 
Wednesday. — P.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.  —  Our  outing  on 
Aug.  11  resulted  in  Mr.  A.  Allen  taking  first  prize,  Mr. 
J.  T.  White  second,  third  prize  not  taken.  Mr.  G. 
Gillet,  Mr.  A.   Blackman,  and  Mr.  E.  Christmas 


were  elected  working  members.  Will  members  kindly 
turn  up  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  next  outing 
and  other  important  business. — F.  Ross. 

CovBNT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  Aug.  11,  Messrs.  John  Massey 
weighed  in  chub  and  bream  ;  James  Massey,  chub  ; 
J.  Bailey,  roach  ;  and  C.  Herbert,  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  largest  lib.  On  Bank  Holiday  Mr.  Kahn 
weighed  in  111b.  4oz.  of  bream. — W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  We  had 
another  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  11.  Mr.  Haines,  231b. 
of  carp;  Mr.  Macdonald,  bream;  Mr.  Glover,  bream; 
Mr.  Walters,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  Our  next 
outing  takes  place  on  Aug.  25  at  Boxmore.  Members 
to  start  on  the  morning. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Aug.  11  several  mem- 
bers were  out.  Me.^srs.  T.  Swain,  A.Morgan,  A.  Wild, 
and  B.  Parran  had  a  very  good  show  of  roach  and 
perch.  On  Tuesday  (Aug.  13)  there  was  a  very  poor 
muster,  when  it  was  decided  that  our  next  outing 
should  take  place  on  Sept.  1.  Members  please  attend 
on  Aug.  20  to  settle  where  it  shall  take  place. — S. 
Malbv. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— On  Aug.  11,  Messrs.  A.  J. 
Bannister,  J.  W.  Argent,  and  P.  Goldsmith  had  some 
excellent  sport  with  chub  at  Shepperton,  and  Mr.  J. 
Bannister,  fishing  at  Weybridge,  had  a  good  day  with 
perch,  hooking  twenty-three.  Our  next  outing  takes 
place  on  Aug.  25  at  Yarmouth.  Mr.  W.  Ayles  was 
enrolled  a  member. — E.  Dyball. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  Aug.  11 
only  two  weighad  in :  Mr.  Verity,  roach ;  Mr.  Crow, 
roach.  Will  members  come  up  and  arrange  an  outing. 
— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  the  Grown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E. — We  had  a  few  fish 
weighed  in  on  Aug.  11  by  the  following  members  :— 
Messrs.  Thompson,  roach,  51b. ;  Huggett,  41b.  13|oz. ; 
Philpot,  13J0Z. ;  and  Moore,  lib.  4Joz.,  and  lib.  f  oz. 
dace.  I  hope  as  many  members  as  can  possibly 
manage  will  attend  the  dinner  at  Rye  House  on 
Monday  next  (Aug.  19).  Dinner  on  table  at  2.30  p.m. 
sharp. — F.  A.  Gray. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Owing  to  the  inclement  weather 
last  Monday  (Aug.  12)  the  match  fished  at  Uxbridge 
on  that  day  was  not  a  success.  Several  members 
turned  up  but  only  one  prize  was  taken,  the  winner 
being  Mr.  Stevens.  The  Benevolent  tickets  are  now 
ready,  and  can  be  had  on  application  to  the  secretary. 
Mr.  Brooks  has  weighed  in  (one  day's  catch)  a  very 
fine  show  of  roach  and  barbel;  Mr.  Cashen  also 
weighed  in  roach,  the  largest  going  over  lib. — E.  S.  C. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — Many  of  the 
members  were  out  during  the  holidays,  and  met  with 
fair  success  ;  amongst  others  Messrs.  Whaley,  Judd, 
Winter,  Sewell,  Tickner,  Tarry,  Williams,  Cooms, 
Hudson,  Bailey,  and  Clifiord,  &c. ;  the  various 
fishing  stations  were  well  patronised  l>y  them,  many 
good  fish  being  brought  to  scale.  The  members  are 
reminded  of  the  match  at  Yalding  on  Aug.  18.  The 
first  train  from  South-Eastern  Railway,  New  Cross ; 
to  return  from  Yalding  station. — W.  Tarry. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  following  have 
weighed  in  during  the  holiday  : — Mr.  White,  81b.  lOoz., 
bream  and  rudd ;  Mr.  Musk,  131b.  lOoz.,  bream  and 
rudd,  heaviest  bream,  31b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  bream' 
and  roach,  heaviest  roach,  21b.  \oz.\  Mr.  E.  Perry, 
carp ;  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Granfield, 
tench  and  rudd,  heaviest  tench,  lib.  13oz.  We  have  a 
peg-down  match  at  East  Maldon  on  Sept.  1.  Mr. 
Granfield  also  had  some  fine  tench,  six  fish  averaging 
over  21b.  each ;  any  member  wishing  to  go  over- 
night to  Maldon  may  do  so.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
We  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Aug.  18, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  There  are  also  three 
specials  to  be  fished  for  on  Aug.  28  on  the  Stort,  all 
competitors  to  alight  at  Harlow  station.  Mr.  G. 
Higley  had  roach  and  perch  on  Aug.  11.  There  is 
some  important  business  to  be  transacted  on  Wednes- 
day evening  (Aug.  21) ;  all  members  who  can  possibly 
attend,  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  Cambridge.— 
The  above  club  held  its  second  roving  match  at 
Erith  Bridge,  on  Monday,  when  a  good  muster  of 
anglers  competed  for  a  variety  of  small  money  prizes. 
The  weather  was  not  very  favourable  for  sport.  Only 
two  good  roach  had— one  lib.  and  one  lib.  5oz. 
Heaviest  weight  (first  prize),  31b.  lOoz.  Next  match 
will  be  a  pegged  down  one,  at  Ely,  on  Aug.  26.— 
John  O.  George. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End.— We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish 
on  Aug.  11:— Messrs.  J.  Jones,  barbel;  Mansfield, 
barbel;  H.  Grunnell,  bream;  H.  G.  Hyatt,  roach; 
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and  P.  W.  Hyatt,  roach.  All  taken  in  the  Ponders 
End  and  Pike  and  Anchor  fisheries.— H.  G.  Hyatt. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— The  result  of  our  competition 
on  Aug.  11  was  as  follows  :  Fred  Crowther,  first  ■ 
W.  Baker,  second ;  S.  Bellchambers,  third,  all  with 
roach,  the  best  going  over  14oz.  T.  W.  Yates,  C.  R. 
Glover,  and  J.  W.  Freeman  also  had  fish.— W.  Free- 


IIAN. 

lANCOLN  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Aug.  11  the 
following  had  fish :  Messrs.  Cook,  WhiteT  Brigt^s, 
Thompson,  Bowdrey,  Hawkins,  and  Symes,  roach  and 
dace.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday, 
Aug.  21,  to  arrange  place  for  next  outin^  — w' 
Watlinc.  ° 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. —  On  Aug.  11 
Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  and  H.  Hart  weighed  in.  '  On 
Aug.  21  our  usual  meeting  will  take  place  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— G.  Taylor. 

North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club. — The  North- 
East  Ulster  Angling  Club  of  Belfast  held  a  coarse 
fishmg  competition  on  the  Bsna  at  Toomebridc^e  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  3).  The  first  prize  fell  to  Mr.  Robert 
Bed,  second  prize  to  Mr.  Charles  Littlewood,  and  the 
consolation  prize  to  Mr.  P.  Matthews.  After  the 
competition  a  member  killed  a  handsome  6|lb.  trout 
—the  heaviest  killed  at  Toome  this  season. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  Aut^  11  the 
following  weighed  in  :— W.  Stretch,  roach ''(heaviest 
lib.  8|oz.)  ;  G.  Hellicar,  chub  and  dace ;  A.  Wells 
roach  and  dace  ;  W.  L.  Boorman,  roach.  Mr.  Adams 
was  elected  a  working  member.  The  next  return  visit 
on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List  takes 
place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  Aug.  26,  when  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— The  date  of  visit  will 
be  settled  on  Tuesday  next.  During  the  week  Messrs. 
Harling,  Dipple,  and  Nayler  weighed  in  for  Mr,  C. 
Dold's  and  other  special  prizes.  On  Aug.  11  we  fished 
the  first  round  of  Silver  Challenge  Cup.  Result  — 
W.  Moyler,  1st ;  T.  Addison,  2nd;  F.  Smithers,  3rd  • 
H  \yatts,  4th  ;  W.  S.  Cartwright,  5th.  Messrs.  Kidd! 
Wooldridge,  Nayler,  and  Harling  also  weighed  in 
from  other  waters,  the  first-named  having  a  very  nice 
show  of  chub,  roach,  and  bream.  We  fish  the  week- 
■  day  competition  on  Aug.  22  at  -Egham,  between  Bell 
Weir  and  the  Five  Bells  at  Ouseley.  One  rod  to  be 
used  (two  carried) ;  no  live  bait ;  jack  barred.  A  new 
working  member  was  elected— Corporal  G.  Dowten 
11th  Hussars.  September  punt  competition  is  fixed  for 
tlie  29th  ;  four  prizes.  On  Tuesday  evening  we  had  a 
nice  tray  of  roach,  bream,  and  rudd,  weighed  in  bv 
Messrs.  Cartwright  and  W.  Prior. — W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street.  Bethnal-green  —On 
Aug.  8  last,  C.  Friedlander  had  81b.  of  roach,  heaviest  fish 
lib.  3oz.    The  prizes  at  Harlow  were  won  as  follows  • 

G.  Slow,  G.  Barrs,  A.  Birch.  On  Aug.  11  J.  Nac^le 
weighed  in  61b.  9oz.  tench  and  rudd;  T.  Hadki°ss 
21b.  14oz.  tench  and  rudd  ;  F.  Stitchbury,  roach  The 
remaining  prize  will  be  fished  for  on  Au^  18  St 
Margaret's  Bridge  to  Ware  Bridge,  roaming.  Show 
fish  in  the  Railway  Hotel  at  8  p.m.— George 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane 
iottenham.— The  following  weighed  in  roach  and  dace 
Hopton,  J.  Reitz,  G.  Fox 
C.  Webb  G.  Tracy,  and  A.  White.  I  hope  all  mem- 
bers will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  final 
arrangements  for  our  annual  outing  on  ku^  25  — 

H.  Gates.  " 
Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 

bington-street,  N.W.-On  Aug.  11,  Messrs.  Mares, 
May,  Tayler,  and  C.  Dove  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach.-^ 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Aug.  11,  our  match  outing 

?  In-^^'^S^^y  P'^^'^'^  iiiost  satisfactory, 
although  the  shows  were  very  small,  all  the  prizes 
being  won,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  mem- 
oers.  Amongst  the  prize-winners  weje  Messrs  P 
.rlo'n-  ^''^',y■•„^•  S^^Pl'^'^d,  W.  Price,  F.  Beevo; 
and  G.  Owen.  Will  members  please  turn  up  on  Sept. 
3  for  return  visit  of  A.  B.  S.  Found.-M  Langley,  in 
June  last,  by  a  member  of  the  above  club,  a  Nottinc^- 
ham  winch  and  line.  The  same  will  be  returned  to 
owner  by  calling  any  Tuesday  evening  and  describing 
same. — P.  Cook.  ° 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.-On  Aug.  11  most  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  Mr.  Lewis  returned  with 
nsn,  thereby  saving  the  club  from  a  blank.  On  Aug  7 
we  were  well  attended  and  got  through  a  deal  of  busi- 
ness; we  also  had  the  pleasure  of  making  Messrs.  E 
Ixates  and  A.  H.  Parry  working  members,  and  Mr. 
mughton  an  honorary  member  of  the  above —G 
Gibbons. 

TT^fT^^^T  '^f^^'^  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel    Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.-On  Aug.  11, 
^^hlf  ^fjg^ed  in  bream,  roach  and  dace.  Outing 
to  Fittleworth  takes  place  on  Aug.  25,  travel  down  on 


Aug.  24.  Will  members  not  able  to  be  present  on 
Tuesday  (Aug.  19)  kindly  let  me  know  not  later  than 
that  date  if  they  intend  to  join  us  on  the  24th  so  as  to 
arrange  for  accommodation.  Prize  lists  are  ready. 
Will  members  attend  and  receive  same.— R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
I  am  waiting  to  hear  from  several  societies  rr  tickets, 
and  also  for  information  required  re  prizes.  All  prizes 
will  be  distributed  on  the  night  in  kind,  not  cash,  as 
arranged  at  the  delegate  meeting.  Will  Mr.  W.  Fish, 
who  won  a  5s.  prize  at  Yalding,  kindly  communicate 
his  requirements  through  his  elub  secretary  to  me,  as 
I  find  he  has  been  booked  to  the  St.  Albans  in  mistake. 
— A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  on  Aug.  11 : — Mr. 
Jolly,  bream;  Mr.  C.  Boldny,  bream  and  roach;  Mr. 
Grindrod.  roach;  Mr.  Johnson,  roach ;  Mr.  Stodhart, 
bream  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Jewson,  roach.  Our  next  match 
will  be  held  on  Aug.  25. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Some  good 
fish  were  seen  on  the  trays  on  Aug.  11  :— Messrs.  E. 
Barker,  chub,  roach,  and  dace  ;  D.  Adams,  roach  and 
dace  ;  H.  Pain,  dace  (heaviest  lOJoz.) ;  W.  Brookman, 
bream  (heaviest  31b.  4oz.) ;  P.  Macey,  perch  up  to 
lib.  3oz.  ;  R.  Tucker,  A.  Pain,  A.  Jenkins,  and  G.  and 
R.  Tirrell  also  contributed.  ]\Ir.  W.  Ashton  has  been 
made  a  member.  Those  members  who  have  not  paid 
their  entrance  fees  for  the  match  on  Aug.  18  can  do  so 
before  starting  to  fish. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— We  had  a 
nice  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  11  by  the  following  members  : 
Mr.  Grande,  roach  ;  Mr.  Smith,  roach ;  Mr.  Race, 
bream  ;  Mr.  Payne,  bream  and  chub.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  early  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  20. — G.  P. 
Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — We  had  our  brake  outing  to 
King's  Langley  on  Aug.  11.  We  had  several  prizes  to 
fish  for,  the  following  being  the  successful  competitors, 
in  the  order  named  :  Messrs.  Cartwright,  Allder,  Hare, 
Witten,  Lock.  Mr.  Allder  also  took  the  prize  given 
by  Mr.  P.  C.  French  for  the  best  roach  over  *lb  — 
J.  S.  P.  Webb. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — We  have  had  some  very 
nice  catches  of  fish  from  all  parts,  through  the  holidays, 
by  the  following  members :  Messrs.  W.  Stephens,  h! 
Pordham,  R.  Cleminson,  J.  Payne,  H.  Perkins,  C. 
Wilderspin,  W.  Drage,  H.  Sandford,  S.  Drage,  W. 
Tyler,  C.  Freak,  H.  Tyler,  W.  G.  Cockerton,  and  A. 
Paskin;  Messrs.  Mackrell  and  Standing,  roach  from 
the  Lea.  We  fish  a  pegged-down  match  at  Watering- 
bury  on  Aug.  18,  down  stream.— P.  H.  Beak. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 
Black  Bull,  Ful  ham-road,  S.W.— Will  all  members 
kindly  attend  a  little  better  for  the  future  and  support 
our  new  chairman  (Mr.  J.  W.  Palmer),  as  our  last 
chairman  never  got  the  support  he  deserved.  Members 

can  obtain  A.B.S.  membership  tickets  by  attending.  

W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Walthamstow.— Our  member,  Mr.  Shocke,  will 
have  a  concert,  Wednesday  (Aug.  28),  when  we  hope  to 
see  our  room  full.  We  fish  a  match  at  Maldon  on 
Aug.  18.  Members  can  start  Saturday  or  Sunday. 
Messrs.  Osment  and  Gover  saved  us  from  a  blank  with 
fine  shows  of  roach.  Tickets  are  ready  for  the  concert, 
6d.  each  ;  begin  at  eight  sharp. — Howaeth. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  lapsed  prize 
outing  takes  place  on  Aug.  18,  where  the  members 
like,  bank  or  punt.  Since  last  report  we  have  had  a 
grand  show  of  fish.  Our  honorary  member,  Mr.  C. 
Newbury,  weighed  in  eight  roach,  scaling  81b.  15Joz. 
total  weight;  also  M.  Papworth  weighed  in  two 
grayling,  one  lib.  B^oz.,  the  other  lib.  4aoz.  ;  two  dace 
9foz.  and  9Joz.  each.  Our  Mr.  C.  Willett,  who  is 
holiday-making  at  Hythe,  reports  having  grand  sport 
in  the  neighbourhood,  bagging  801b.  roach  and 
bream  last  week. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  our  honorary 
member,  Mr.  Wischhussen,  kindly  presented  us  with 
a  gold  cup  to  compete  for.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match 
at  Langley  on  Aug.  18,  for  seven  prizes,  jack  barred. 
All  members  to  draw  for  swim  on  morning  of  com- 
petitdon.  On  the  11th  Mr.  Barton  had  bream  and 
Mr.  Styman  perch. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Aug.  11 : — Messrs.  Newton,  jun.,  Vale° 
T.  Miller,  Simmons,  Lowther  (roach),  Pethurst, 
Bowles,  Tyler  (roach  and  bream).  We  fish  our  second 
match  of  the  season  on  Aug.  25  at  Dagenham  Gulf. 
Members  to  go  by  first  train  on  the  morning  of  the 
match;  the  trains  are  from  Stratford  9  a.m..  Forest 
Gate  9.5,  Wanstead  Park  8.58,  Plaistow  9.16,  Upton 
Park  9.19,  East  Ham  9.22,  and  Barking  9.26.  Book 
to  Rainham  Station.  Members  to  weigh  in  at  the 
club-room  not  later  than  9.40  p.m.  Members  weighing 
after  that  will  not  count  in  the  match. — R.  Lowther. 


Woolwich  BnoTiiEns  Angling  Sociktv,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Tlie  Woolwich 
District  Challenge  Cup  was  competed  for  in  most 
favourable  weather  at  Dagenham  on  Au".  11  and 
resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  Woolwich  Brothers 
Invicta  second,  and  United  Old  Friends  third.  A 
splendid  feeling  was  exhibited  throughout  the  contest 
which  was  enjoyed  by  all.— J.  R.  Howchoft. 

Woolwich   Invicta    Angling    Society,  Golden 
Marine,    i''rdnois-stieet,    Woolwich,   S.I-;.  —  Several 
members  being  unable  to  take  part  in  the  second 
round  of    the  Plumstead  and   Woolwich  District 
Challenge  Cup  competition,  only  seven  of  our  members 
journeyed  to  Dagenham  and  took  part  in  the  competi- 
tion. We  had  a  fair  result,  being  second  witli  81b.  2*oz 
bream,  roach,  and  dace.    Mr.  J.  Sullivan  took  six 
nice  bream.    On  Aug.  5  Mr.  Montague  had  121b.  Hoz.  of 
bream  and  roach  from  Dagenham. — R.  B.  Watts. 
Plumstead  and  Woolwich  District  Challenge 
Cup. 

The  second  round  of  the  above  competition  took 
place  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  .Vug.  11.  A  goodly 
number  of  anglers  took  part  in  the  competition.  We 
spent  a  very  enjoyable  day,  the  total  weight  of  fish 
being  301b.  4ioz.  (bream,  roach,  and  dace).  Fishing 
commenced  at  4  a.m.,  finishing  at  6  p.m.  We  weighed 
in  at  the  Railway  Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich,  the 
Woolwich  Brothers  being  first  with  141b.  9oz. ;  Wool- 
wich Invicta  second  with  81b.  2^oz.  ;  United  Old 
Friends  third  with  71b.  8Joz.— R.  B.  Watts. 

Yarmol-tu  (Great)  Working  Men's  AxGi.iNf; 
Society.— We  fished  our  second  match  of  the  season 
on  Ormesby  Broad  on  Aug.  11.  At  9.30  a.m.  the 
draw  for  boats  took  place,  and  the  members  made  for 
their  favourite  spots.  Very  little  sport  was  obtained 
until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  bream 
came  on  the  feed.  The  following  will  show  results  for 
about  two-and-a-half  hours'  fishing.  The  prize-winners- 
were  :  1st,  G.  Thompson,  511b.  9Joz. ;  2nd,  W.  Bensley 
491b.  12^oz.  ;  3rd,  C.  Philips,  3ilb.  3Joz. ;  4th,  A.  C. 
Taylor,  291b.  14oz.  ;  5th,  G.  Coleman,  211b.  8oz. ; 
6th,  G.  Hempleman,  211b.  4oz. ;  7th,  J.  Spinks 
121b.  9Joz. ;  Sth,  W.  Pye,  101b.  2oz. ;  9th,  T.  Beavor" 
91b.  8oz. ;  10th,  W.  Thompson,  sen.,  71b.  8ioz. ;  11th' 
J.  Underwood,  71b.  6oz.  ;  12th,  A.  Nicholson,  71b.  5oz' 
Total  weight— 2cwt.  Iqr.  71b.  lOJoz.— Geo.  Coleman.' 


RULES,  OEDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES.* 
(Continued  from  page  104.) 

43.  Jte/n,  That  no  Perfon  fhall,  on  the  River  Thanu-i. 
or  Waters  of  Meduay,  within  the  Jurifdiclion  aforefaidj 
or  in  any  Part  of  the  Cities  of  London  or  WeJlmiitJIer,  or 
the  Liberties  thereof,  or  in  the  faid  Counties  oi Middle/ex,. 
Surry,  Effex,  or  Kent,  or  any  of  them,  knowingly  buy! 
or  accept  of,  or  take,  by  way  of  Gift,  E.xchange,  or 
otherwife,  any  unwholefome  Thames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of 
the  Waters  of  Medway  ;  or  any  Thames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of 
the  Waters  of  Midumy,  out  of  Seafon  ;  or  any  Spawn. 
Fry.  or  Brood  of  1  hames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of  the  Water^ 
Medway  ;  or  Spat  of  Oyjhfs  ;  or  any  Kind  or  Sort  of 
Thames  Fifh,  or  Fifh  of  the  Waters  of  Medway,  under 
the  Dimenfion  or  Size  the  fame  refpeclively  are  allowed 
to  be  taken  by  the  Orders  above-mentioned,  under  the 
Penalty  to  forfeit  and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  Oflence. 

44.  Item,  That  no  Peifon  fhall  lifh  with  any  Sort  of 
Net,  Weel,  Night  Hook,  or  any  other  Device,  except  hv 
Angling,  in,  or  make  ufe  of  any  Net,  Engine  or  Device 
to  drive  the  Fifh  out  of  any  Place  which  fhall  be  flaked 
by  Order  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of  the  faid  City  of  London 
lor  the  Time  being,  as  Confervator  as  aforcfaid,  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Fifhery  ;  and  whereof  Notice  fhall 
be  fluck  up  in  feme  Public  Place  of  the  Town  or  \  illa<'e- 
next  adjoining  to  the  Place  or  Places  fo  ordered  to  be- 
ftaked,  and  that  no  Perfon  fhall  take  up,  or  remove  any 
flake.  Burr,  Boat  or  any  other  Thing,  which  fhall  have 
been  driven  down  or  funk  in  any  fuch  Place  as  aforefaid, 
upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  from  Time  to  Time,  the 
Sum  of  Five  Pounds  for  everv  Offence  or  Breach  of  anv 
Part  of  this  Order. 

45.  Item,  That  all  Perfons  who  take  Shads  in  Shadding- 
time,  fhall  obferve  and  keep  their  true  Orders  for  fhoot- 
ing  at  a  Droves  length  off  from  one  another,  under  the 
Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  Twnity  Shillings  for  everv  fuch 
Offence. 

46.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  Band  or  ufe  the  Trade 
of  Banding,  at  any  lime  of  the  Year,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit 
and  pay  Five  Pounds  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

47.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  put  down  at  the 
Mouth  of  any  Creek,  River  or  Back  Water,  growing  ottt: 
of  the  faid  River  of  Thames,  or  Waters  of  Medway,  or 
communicating  therewith,  cr  running  into  the  faid  River 
or  Waters,  or  at  any  Mill  or  Sluice  within  the  faid  Jurif- 
diction,  any  Frame-Net,  Hoop-Net,  or  Pur/e-.Vet,  or  any 
Weel  or  Device  whatfoever,  to  (lop,  catch,  or  hinder  the 
Fifh,  or  Spawn,  or  Fry  of  Fifh,  from  coming  into  the 
faid  River  of  Thames,  and  Waters  of  Medway,  upon 
Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  fuch  Oftence  the  Sun\ 
of  Five  Pounds. 

{To  he  continued.) 


•  Keprinted  from  .-in  old  pamphlet,  by  Clark,  Jlayor  dated 
October  1786.  and  printed  liy  Uenry  Keiiwick,  Snuw  Bill,  Lon<lou, 
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Rowings  bg  il)c  ^ag. 


Mr.  W.  Nash,  of  the  Half-Moon  Hotel,  St.  Noets, 
in  his  report  last  week  stated  that  "  two  London 
anglers  had  taken  20ib.  of  bream."  It  should  have 
read  "  401b."  On  Aug.  10,  Messrs.  A.  Boddy  and  J.  H. 
Peck  (out  with  fisherman  Luff)  had  a  fine  catch  of 
bream  (about  301b  )  and  a  splendid  leveret.  Whether 
it  was  attracted  by  the  light  of  the  boat's  lantern  or 
was  turned  into  the  river  by  poachers  I  cannot  say, 
but  it  swam  from  one  side  of  the  river  to  the  other, 
and  was  landed  by  Luff  in  his  landing  net.  It  will  be 
a  disappointment  to  Mr.  Piokersgill  to  hear  that  it 
was  not  taken  on  a  hair  line. 


jFishikg  on  Friday,  June  14,  off  LamornaCove,  near 
Newlyu,  with  a  long  line,  writes  E.  F.  Voelcker,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Field,  1  caught  a  cod  weighing  ISflb. 
On  being  opened  and  cleaned  here  the  following 
morning  we  found  a  copy  of  the  Burial  Service  in  the 
stomach  of  the  fish  in  perfect  preservation,  and  I  have 
been  able  to  identify  the  writing  of  the  undertaker 
who  supplied  the  books  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral 
on  Aug.  21,  1884.  So  iar  as  I  can  surmise  the  book 
must  have  been  quite  recently  thrown  away  as 
accumulated  rubbish,  and  have  tempted  the  appetite 
of  a  voracious  cod.  From  its  state  of  preservation  and 
the  fact  that  the  print  and  writing  were  perfectly 
legible,  it  could  not  long  have  been  exposed  to  the 
action  of  sea  water.  [I  have  heard  it  remarked  that 
this  cod  was  a  pessimist  of  the  worst  order.  It  went 
about  always  prepared  for  the  worst !] 


After  twenty-four  years  of  true  and  faithful  service 
Mr.  R.  Murphy  has  resigned  the  secretaryship  of  the 
-Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  has 
undertaken  the  duties  of  hon.  secretary,  so  that  this 
old-established  club  will  still  be  in  good  and  capable 
hands.  There  will  be  a  dinner  at  Rye  House  on 
Monday,  Aug.  19,  at  2.30  sharp,  and  as  this  is  the  last 
outing  under  good  old  Mr.  Murphy's  management,  all 
who  care  to  be  present  should  communicate  with  Mr. 
Gray,  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Shoreditch.  I  have  received 
a  cordial  invitation,  but  regret  that  my  engagements 
will  not  permit. 


Don't  Hook. 
Beware  of  stealing  fish, 

'Tis  a  double  sin,  they  say, 
To  hook  from  a  man  the  fish 

Which  he  hooked  but  yesterday. 
'Tis  a  triple  sin  forsooth  ! 

Would  the  fish  have  met  his  fate, 
If  he'd  wisely  gone  his  way. 

And  hadn't  hooked  the  bait? 
A  quadruple  sin,  alas  ! 

For  howe'er  it  may  have  looked, 
Before  the  fish  had  touched  it, 

The  bait  itself  was  hooked ; 
Sq  beware  of  stealing  fish — 

Remember  the  warning,  pray. 
To  hook  hooked  fish  which  have-  hooked 
hooked  bait, 

Is  hooking  too  much  for  one  day. 

— Exchange. 


Mr.  Wilcox,  of  Wolverhampton,  writes: — "I  have' 
a  pool  one  and  a  half  mile  from  Wolverhampton 
about  five  acres  in  size.  Three  good  fishermen 
recently  were  fishing  it,  and  only  caught  two  fish. 
Three  boys  were  fishing  also,  and  not  being  able  to  get 
a  bite  went  to  play  in  the  boat  that  was  fastened  to  a 
tree  ;  looking  into  the  water  they  saw  the  fish  biting  at 
small  fish,  so  they  got  their  pocket  handkerchiefs  and 
caught  some  of  these  small  fry  (roach  and  perch, 
about  three-quarters  to  an  inch  and  a  half  long),  and 
began  fishing  with  them,  with  the  result  that  they 
captured  sixty-eight  perch,  small  and  large.  Now,  is 
it  usual  for  the  fish  to  take  them,  and  have  you  ever 
fished  with  them?"  [Certainly;  many  a  time  and 
oft.  Next  to  minnows  "  small  fry  "  is  an  excellent 
bait  for  perch.] 


The  nimiber  of  boating  parties  on  the  Thames,  says 
the  Mornincj  Post,  shows  no  material  increase,  and 
even  on  Bank  Holiday  the  locks  were  not  incon- 
veniently crowded.  It  is  quite  time  for  the  proprietors 
of  riverside  hotels  to  readjust  their  charges.  Com- 
plaints of  extortionate  demands  are  constantly  heard, 
and  that  at  houses  where  neither  the  accommodation 
nor  the  catering  is  first-rate.  The  writer  was  told 
recently  of  an  experience  that  befell  two  visitors  at  a 
certain  well-known  hotel.  The  house  being  nearly 
full,  they  occupied  two  beds  in  the  same  room,  and 
were  rather  surprised  next  morning  to  find  that  their 
bill  for  sleeping  accommodation  amounted  to  30a. 
On  being  remonstrated  with  the  proprietor  explained 
that  he  was  unaware  his  guests  had  occupied  one 
room,  and  reduced  the  account  by  one-half ;  but  even 
15s.  was  a  monstrous  charge  for  a  single  bed-room  at 
a  second-class  hotel.     It  may  be  said  that  hotel 


keepers  in  the  Thames  valley  have  only  a  short  season 
in  which  to  make  money,  but  even  so  there  should  be 
some  limits  to  their  extravagant  demands  if  they 
desire  to  retain  the  patronage  of  boating  people. 


As  a  cooling,  refreshing  and  non-intoxicating  drink 
there  is  nothing  brewed  which  can  touch  well  iced 
lager  beer.  Yesterday  week  was,  I  think,  one  of  the 
hottest  days  we  have  had  this  year  so  far  as  perspira- 
tion and  personal  discomfort  are  concerned.  How- 
ever I  managed  to  form  one  of  the  big  cosmopolitan 
crowd  who  were  invited  by  Mr.  Charles  Miinzel  to  assist 
him  in  opening  his  new  lager  beer  saloon.  Ye  Olde 
Gambornius,  in  Rupert  -  street,  Piccadilly- circus. 
When  I  arrived  at  the  Gambornius  I  was  feeling  pretty 
well  done  up.  The  first  person  I  met  was  Mr.  P.  G. 
Kelly,  the  manager.  He  said  I  looked  as  if  I  wanted 
a  refresher,  and  with  that  out  came  a  big  glass  goblet 
of  iced  Munich  lager.  It  was  one  of  the  most  welcome 
drinks  I  have  ever  imbibed. 


After  lunch  Mr.  Kelly  took  me  over  the  premises, 
which,  by-the-bye,  occupy  the  site  of  the  Solferino, 
but  in  appearance  and  richness  of  external  and 
internal  decoration  are  a  long  way  in  advance  of  that 
one  time  well-knovm  establishment.  On  the  ground 
floor  is  a  spacious  room  formed  into  a  cave,  with 
blocks  of  artificial  stone  and  stalagmites,  while  down- 
stairs there  is  another  room  handsomely  panelled  in 
dark  oak.  If  the  many  dainty  dishes  which  were 
served  at  the  luncheon  are  to  be  taken  as  a  criterion 
of  the  quality  of  the  viands  supplied  at  the  Gam- 
bornius, it  certainly  bids  fair  to  be  a  highly  successful 
venture. 


There  is  a  silver  link  of  kinship  between  anglers 
and  yachtsmen  as  members  of  both  brotherhoods  well 
know,  and  the  former  as  well  as  the  latter  will  be  able 
keenly  to  appreciate  the  melodious  measures  in  which 
Mr.  George  M.  IMatheson  sings  the  praises  of  "  My  Own, 
my  Bonnie  Boat "  in  the  summer  number  of  the 
Yachting  World.  Here  is  the  first  verse,  which  will 
give  my  readers  a  delicate  taste  of  Mr.  Matheson's 
quality : — 

"  She's  my  love  and  she's  my  lady,  and  she's  half 
the  world  besides — 
Just  a  little  boat  that's  swinging  to  the  temper  of 
the  tides. 

Call  her  cockle-shell  or  wherry,  call  her  anything 
you  please. 

She's  my  o\^n  dear  little  hooker — best  of  all  upon 
the  seas. 

What's  a  frame  built  round  a  boiler  ?    What's  a 

palace  on  a  keel  ? 
What's  a  shell  that  only  races — thanks  to  Providence 

and  steel  ? 

And  my  love  I  would  not  barter  for  the  finest  fleet 
afloat — 

For  I'm  Prince  Fortunatus  in  my  own,  my  bonnie 
boat. 

"Anchor's  up,  and  out,  my  boys. 
Sweet  the  breeze  and  true ; 
See  the  beauty  toss  her  head,  fretting  in  the  bay. 
Let  the  lazy  landsmen  loll, 
We  will  breast  the  blue- 
Sing  a  song  of  summer  and  the  salt  sea  spray !  " 

With  the  last  line  of  that  rhythmical  refrain  ringing 
in  my  ears  I  seem  once  more  to  feel  the  delightful 
undulatory  motion  of  the  light  bark  that  often  has 
carried  me  skimmingly  over  the  dancing  waves.  Mr. 
Matheson,  "  Dragnet  "  doffs  his  hat  to  you,  and  hopes 
you  and  your  little  love  may  long  enjoy  each  other's 
company. 


This  same  summer  number,  by  the  way,  is  one  of 
the  best  of  its  kind  I  have  seen.  It  is  profusely 
illustrated,  while  the  special  page-plate  pictures  of 
Shamrock  II.,  Constitution,  and  Independence  are 
really  well  worthy  of  framing. 


A  NEW  Holiday  Home  for  Cripples  was  opened 
recently  at  Margate  with  a  Devotional  Service,  in 
which  the  Vicar  and  Free  Church  Ministers  of  the 
town  took  part.  Gordon  House,  the  old  home  of  the 
Y.M.C.A.,  has  been  renovated  at  a  cost  of  £400,  and 
now  holds  thirty  beds.  Every  week  the  Cripples' 
Mission,  a  late  development  of  the  Ragged  School 
Union  and  Shaftesbury  Society,  sends  from  fifty  to 
a  hundred  helpless  boys  and  girls  to  the  seaside  for  a 
stay  of  two  or  more  weeks.  Other  parties  of  equal 
number  are  conveyed  for  the  day  to  Epping  Forest,  or 
one  of  the  parks,  and  revel  in  the  sunshine  or  wander 
amid  the  groves  of  trees,  so  different  from  slum  sur- 
roundings. The  census  takes  no  account  of  the 
number  of  deformed  children.  Not  all  the  philan- 
thropic effort  of  London  knew  ten  years  ago  how  many 
there  were.  Then  a  lover  of  children,  who  sought  the 
ragged  and  uncared-for,  discovered  a  large  proportion 
unable  to  join  a  treat  even  when  provided.  He  made 
a  list  in  the  East  End,  and  the  Ragged  School  Union 


employed  other  assistants,  so  that  by  1895  the  register 
contained  a  record  of  1,500  physically  defective 
children.  A  sudden  outburst  of  great  generosity  by 
the  readers  of  the  Dailij  Telegrnph,  in  the  winter  of 
that  year,  offering  a  Christmas  hamper,  led  to  7,000 
applications.  The  Editor  turned  them  over  to  Mr. 
John  Kirk,  Secretary  of  the  R.S.U.,  and  he  and  his 
staff,  with  many  voluntary  helpers,  fought  manfully 
through  them.  The  officers  of  the  Ragged  School 
Union  are  32,  John-street,  Theobald's-road,  W.C. 


A  TROUT  fishing  competition,  for  a  cup  and  other 
prizes,  will  take  place  at  St.  Ursanne,  Switzerland,  on 
Aug.  30,  31,  and  Sept.  1  next.  On  the  first  day, 
Friday,  Aug.  30,  the  match  is  confined  to  fishermen  of 
the  district.  Next  day  (Saturday)  the  competition  is 
for  the  Prize  of  St.  Ursanne,  and  is  open  to  all  comers. 
The  principal  matches  of  the  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Sept.  1,  and  in  each  fishermen  of  the  district  are 
barred.  In  the  morning  the  Prize  of  the  Jura  will  he 
fished  for,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  International  Cup, 
the  prize  of  the  Canton  Berne,  both  open  to  outsiders 
only.  The  distribution  of  prizes,  at  six  p.m.  on 
Sept.  1,  will  be  followed,  at  seven  o'clock,  by  a  banquet 
at  one  of  the  hotels,  and  at  nine  o'clock  by  an  illumin- 
ation of  the  old  castle  and  a  display  of  fireworks. 
Entries  for  the  cup  and  other  matches  of  the  com- 
petition must  be  made  by  Thursday,  Aug.  29 ,  to  the 
hon.  secretary,  Hotel  de  la  Demi-Lune,  St.  Ursanne, 
Canton  of  Berne,  Switzerland. 


The  Young  Angler's  Alphabet. 
A  was  an  Angler  who  fished  in  the  brook ; 
B  was  the  Brandling  impaled  on  his  hook  ; 
C  was  the  Carp — none  more  crafty  nor  shy ; 
D  was  the  Dace,  so  fond  of  the  fly  ; 
E  was  the  Eel,  which  he  caught  with  a  lob ; 
F  was  the  Flounder,  which  made  his  float  bob  ; 
G  was  the  Gentle,  well  scoured  and  quite  tough  ; 
H  the  Hole,  good  to  try  when  'tis  rough ; 
I  stands  for  Izaak,  our  old  Patron  Saint ; 
J  for  the  Jack,  who  will  brook  no  restraint ; 
K  was  the  Knapsacb,  with  luncheon  well  filled ; 
L  the  Line — many  good  fish  has  it  killed  ! 
M  was  the  Minnow,  so  lively  and  bright ; 
N  was  the  Net,  both  capacious  and  light ; 
O,  the  "  Olive,"  a  good  fly  for  grayling  ; 
P  is  the  Pike  he  captured  while  trailing ; 
Q  was  the  Quill  he  watched  with  much  care ; 
R  was  the  Rudd  which  he  hoped  to  ensnare ; 
S  was  the  Salmon,  of  rivers  the  lord ; 
T  was  the  Trout,  not  much  less  adored ; 
U's  the  prime  "  Usquebagh,"  to  keep  out  the  cold  ; 

V  the  Vade  niccuni,  well  fingered  and  old; 
W  the  Willow,  beneath  whose  glad  shade 
'Xtraordinary  catches  of  bream  have  been  made ; 

Y  stands  for  Year,  whose  each  month  finds  favour ; 
Z  is  the  Zest  sport  gives  to  our  labour. 


One  morning  the  King  and  Queen  of  Italy,  seeing  a 
fisherman  lifting  his  nets  from  one  of  the  canals, 
called  out,  "  Well,  my  good  fellow,  have  you  done 
well  ?  "  The  man  recognised  the  Sovereign,  and, 
dropping  the  net  in  confusion,  snatched  at  the  shirt  of 
which  he  had  divested  himself  in  order,  to  manage  his 
fishing- gear  the  better,  meanwhile  shouting  with 
might  and  main,  "  Evviva  el  Rey  !  "  Then,  quickly 
recovering  his  self-possession,  he  threw  the  fish  just 
caught  into  a  basket  and  offered  them  with  truly 
Italian  grace  to  his  visitors.  "No,  thank  you,  my 
good  man,"  replied  the  King,  with  a  smile.  "Keep 
your  fish  for  yourself,  and  this  with  it."  And,  throw- 
ing a  gold  piece  among  the  silvery  fish,  the  King  and 
Queen  disappeared. 


The  competition  of  the  United  Woolwich  Clubs  for 
the  local  silver  Challenge  Cup  was  held  on  Aug.  11  at 
Dagenham  Lake,  and  proved  a  most  enjoyable  and 
sociable  affair,  the  Woolwich  Brothers  proving 
"victois,  nearly  all  taking  part;  crossed  the  river  in 
small  boats  from  the  Outfall,  at  Crossness.  The 
A.B.S.  of  the  Woolwich  Brothers  was  opened  at  their 
last  meeting  and  found  to  contain  the  sum  of  22s. 


The  Mick  informs  me  that  after  several  practical 
essays  on  a  bicycle,  he  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
cycling  as  a  pastime  is  altogether  an  anomaly.  "  Look 
here,  me  boy,"  he  remarked,  "  it's  jest  this :  When  I 
bought  me  jigger  the  man  told  me  that  I  shouldn't  be 
able  to  ride  if  I  did  not  make  the  tyres  tight.  Well, 
thinks  I,  what's  good  for  the  tyres  must  be  good  for 
me;  so  I  tried  it,  and  faith  I  couldn't  ride  at  all." 


A  LOBSTER  which  measured  four  feet  from  the  tip  of 
the  claws  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  and  weighed  231b.,  was 
caught  recently  in  a  trawl  a  few  miles  off  the  shore  of 
Grand  Manan,  N.B.  Its  body  measured  two  feet  in 
length,  and  its  circumference  twenty  inches.  A 
lobster  similar  in  size  was  taken  a  few  years  ago  oS 
Grand  Ikfanan,  near  where  the  latter  one  was  caught, 
and  is  now  in  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  Dragnet, 
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Provineial  flfigliflg  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mommg. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  have  this  week  to  inform  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  Mr.  C.  White  has  handed  in  his  resignation 
to  both  the  Provincial  and  Birmingham  Angling 
Associations,  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  a  new 
secretary  will  have  to  be  appointed  in  the  near  future 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  White's  retirement, 
which  will  take  place  at  the  end  of  September.  The 
whole  of  the  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  Associa- 
tion contest  at  Abingdon  has  been  made  by  him,  and 
will  be  earned  out  on  Sept.  9,  partly  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  himself  and  Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance, 
together  with  the  assistance  of  the  committee,  who 
will  as  usual  act  as  umpires,  assisted  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Abingdon  Angling  Association.  The 
contest  and  railway  tickets  are  to  hand,  and  will 
shortly  be  on  sale  at  the  clubs  and  tackle  shops.  The 
fare  for  the  double  journey  will  be  4s.  3d.,  and  the 
entrance  fee  will  be  6d.  each.    Angling  during  the 
past  week  has  been  up  to  the  average,  and  sport  has 
been  good.    Those  of  our  members  who  have  gone  in 
for  eel  fishing  have  done  well  as  they  have  been  on 
the  run.    On  the  Severn  some  good  catches  have  been 
made.    In  the  Tewkesbury  district  catches  up  to 
101b.    and    111b.    have    been    had,  and    on  the 
Avon  some  fine  catches  have  been  made,  the  fish 
m  the  latter  river  being  much  larger.    Some  good 
dace  and  roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn  with 
the  wasp  grub.    On  the  Avon  the  stewed  wheat  has 
again  been  the  most  attractive  and  killing  bait  ■  the 
bream  and  roach  have  been  taking  this  bait,  and  some 
very  good  baskets  have  been  taken  in  the  Eckington 
and  Bredon  districts.    Some  good  chub  have  been 
taken  at  Wyre  and  Pershore  with  the  worm,  and  some 
decent  perch  have  been  taken  at  Stratford.  At  Bidford 
and  Bmton  sport  has  been  good,  and  at  Luddington 
and  Barford   the   bream  have  been  well  on  the 
feed      Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
canals  round  and  about  Birmingham.     I  hear  some 
very  bad  reports  from  the  Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Golding 
and  Shenton,  as  this  once  fine  canal  has  been  netted 
and  some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  out 
by  those  who  pretend  to  have  the  rights  of  the  fishing 
Several  of  our  members  have  visited  this  water  of  late 
and  can  bear  out  the  statement  made.    Some  nice 
catches  have  been  made  on  the  Pazeley  canal.  The 
Orun  Anghng  Society  distributed  their  prizes  on 
Monday  evening  (Aug.   12)  and  held  their  usual 
smoking  concert,  which  was  a  great  success.    All  our 
rivers  are  m  good  condition  owing  to  the  recent  rains 
and  sport  should  be  good  for  some  time  to  come. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  are  now  getting  into  splendid  condition  and 
on  most  of  the  Pen  waters  this  branch  of  sport  has 
been  attended  with  marked  success.  The  Witham— 
especially  the  middle  reaches— continues  to  be  very 
largely  patronised,  and  stones  of  red  fins  have  been 
captured  on  the  lengths  at  Stixwold  and  Kirkstead 
some  rod^  having  accounted  for  as  much  as  401b  in 
the  course  of  a  day's  sport.  Paste  and  creed  wheat 
are  still  proving  the  most  reliable  baits,  although 
wasp  grubs  have  been  used  with  success.  The  drains" 
m  the  Boston  district  have,  on  the  whole,  fished  very 
well  so  far  as  roach  are  concerned,  those  operating  on 
the  Bargate/and  Cowbridge  streams  perhaps  having 
done  best.  Although  some  nice  lots  of  bream  continue 
to  be  caught  on  the  extreme  lower  sections  of  the 
Witham,  this  branch  of  sport  is  for  the  most  part 

OS.  Creed  wheat  anglers  have  enjoyed  some 
excellent  sport  amongst  roach  on  the  Forty-foot.  One 
angler,  who  "  got  in  "  with  a  shoal  on  Monday  (Aug  12) 
took  seven  brace  in  a  remarkably  short  time  varying 
in  weight  from  Jib.  to  fib.  each.  Some  nice  tench 
bave  also  been  killed  on  this  stream,  weighing  up  to 
2|lb.  each.  The  reports  from  the  Glen  are  encourag- 
ing, especially  in  the  Surfleet  district,  but  unfor- 
tunately the  weedy  condition  of  the  river  somewhat 
hampers  the  efforts  of  fishermen.  Welland  anglers 
are  having  a  good  time  at  Deeping. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers 
Association  annual  members'  match,  which  took  place 
^st  week  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  the  Oxonian  Angling - 
Society  were  winners  of  the  first  senior  silver  cup; 
the  Clarence  Angling  Association  the  second  cup  ;  and 
m  the  junior  cup  competition  the  Clarence  Angling 
Association  the  first  cup,  and  the  Tigress  Angling 
Society  the  second  one.  The  cups,  medals,  and  prizes 
were  presented  to  the  winners  thereof  on  Aug.  9 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Hull,  by  the  president  of 
the  association  (Mr.  W.  P.  B.  Calvert).  The 
first  prize  winner  in  the  match  was  Mr.  G. 
Bibbey  with  221b.  13oz.  followed  up  by  Mr.  t" 
Bullock  with  141b.  6Joz. ;  Mr.  A.  Marshall,  101b  bioz  • 
Mr.  J.  Tull,  81b.  2ioz. ;  Mr.  B.  Hood,  71b.  12ioz. ;  and 
Mr.  C.  Smith  with  61b.  8|oz.;  and  forty-nve  other  | 


prize  winners  down  to  lib.  14Joz.  Some  very  fair 
catches  of  fish  are  being  made  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  river  Hull,  especially  of  roach,  several  of  the 
fish  scaling  from  lib.  to  lib.  7oz.  each,  and  several 
large  bream  have  also  been  taken  between  Beverley 
Beck  end  and  Dunswell,  the  best  fish  of  the  past  week 
going  .31b.  lOoz. ;  a  splendid  trout  was  also  caught  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  10),  in  the  vicinity  of  Figham,  esti- 
mated to  weigh  about  51b.  The  Hull  Amalgamation 
and  the  Hull  Angling  Preservation  Society  are 
going  to  hold  a  joint  match  open  to  all  anwiors,  to  be 
fished  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  at  Newport,  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  24.  Messrs.  Amos  and  Smith's  Em- 
ployees Angling  Society  fished  their  third  match  of 
the  season  on  the  River  Ludd,  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  10,  and  had  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  G. 
Fowler  weighing  in  91b.  llioz.  for  first  prize;  Mr.  C. 
Scaife,  second,  with  51b.  15Joz. ;  Mr.  T.  Stead,  51b. 
lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  J.  Blacketh,  41b.  3oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  is  hardly  up  to  the 
average.  Fewer  rods  have  been  out  and  fewer  fish 
taken ;  those  who  attempted  met  with  fair  sport, 
catching  both  trout  and  coarse  fish  by  bottom  fishing. 
Water  is  needed  in  the  river  to  freshen  it  up.  Our 
rivers — the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune — continue  to 
yield  unsatisfactory  sport,  and  only  a  few  weeks 
remain  during  which  some  decent  catches  can  be 
made.  A  lot  of  unpleasant  reports  are  float- 
about,  but  to  repeat  them  might  even 
be  a  libel  on  a  river,  so  we  will  not  comment. 
From  Northwich  Mr.  T.  Grifiiths  is  credited  with  a 
good  catch  of  roach  and  bream  and  a  perch  of  lib. 
2oz.  Mr.  S.  Bates  is  the  fortunate  captor  of  a  pike  of 
7Jlb.  This  district  generally  is  reported  as  aSording 
decent  sport.  Next  week  will  be  a  busy  one  with  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  who  will  be  dis- 
posing of  the  annual  contests  on  the  22nd  at  Beeston 
Castle  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  and  on  the  24th  at 
Vale  Royal  in  the  Weaver.  An  entrance  fee  of  Is.  will  be 
charged,  so  it  is  presumed  there  will  be  prizes,  although 
nothing  appears  on  the  official  bills  on  this  item.  The 
Boat  House  Angling  Society,  who  originally  decided  to 
fish  their  match  at  Worsley  on  Saturday  last,  trans- 
ferred the  event  to  Chester,  but  no  report  has  arrived 
of  the  result.  The  Travellers'  Rest  Angling  Society 
fished  a  match  at  Waverton  last  week-end  in  the 
Shropshirei  Union  Canal ;  after  three  hours'  fishing  the 
prizes  were  awarded  to  Messrs.  T.  Worrall,  12oz.,  W. 
Lester,  J.  Hadland,  W.  Langley,  and  J.  Singleton. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Wood,  at  Parndon,  had  131b.  nice  roach,  and 
Mr.  T.  Nixon  a  nice  trout  from  the  Bollin. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Last  Saturday  was  an  important  day  in  this  district, 
for  then  the  championship  at  Worsley  was  decided. 
There  is  a  lot  of  discontent  in  this  city  amongst 
members  of  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association 
anent  the  great  match  of  the  Provincial  Anglers' 
Association.  It  seems  that  the  Piscatorial  Trinity  at 
Birmingham  sit  at  home  and  expect  us  to  do  what 
they  tell  us.  In  the  north  we  know  how  to  work 
a  big  match,  and  the  executive  of  the  Provincial 
Anglers'  Association  must  not  expect  us  to  enter 
for  a  contest  under  these  conditions :  —  "  Rules 
governing  the  contest  will  be  distributed  prior  to 
the  contest  taking  place."  This  may  be  all  right 
at  Birmingham,  but  it  won't  work  here.  Again  the 
quantity  of  information  available  is  very  scarce,  and 
we  venture  to  think  that  Messrs.  Knight  and  Emson, 
of  Warrington,  and  Price  and  Smith,  Crewe,  will  not 
be  soon  found  again  in  a  similar  position.  It  seems  a 
pity  that  the  Birmingham  executive  were  not  at 
Worsley  last  Saturday,  and  with  our  city  organi- 
sation in  their  championship  competition  to-day. 
The  Stag  Angling  Society  at  their  last  meeting  decided 
to  fish  their  next  contest  at  Vale  Royal.  The  Talbot 
Angling  Society  opened  their  programme  at  Strines 
on  Aug.  11,  but  sport  was  not  very  good.  The  follow- 
ing secured  the  prizes  :  Messrs.  G.  Frost,  J.  Tilbrook, 
W.  Tomlinson,  J.  Delany,  W.  Ridgway,  S.  Jones,  E. 
Appleton  and  A.  Williams.  Alderman  Linsley  and 
two  friends  during  three  days  at  Little  Budworth 
caught  over  600  fish.  Other  good  reports  are  to  hand 
from  this  same  district. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  somewhat  heavily  on  Wednesday,  but  the 
downpour  is  not  likely  to  affect  the  height  or  general 
condition  of  the  Trent.  Barbel  fishermen  have  been 
out  in  force,  and  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
caught  at  Shardlow,  Colwick,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Shelford,  Averham,  and  Averham  Weirs.  On  the 
first-named  stretch  Mr.  S.  Wallis  has  killed  a  dozen, 
and  601b.  of  barbel  and  chub  were  secm-ed  by  Mr. 
Marshall,  of  Derby.  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  suc- 
ceeded amongst  the  same  species,  and  he  also  hooked 
and  landed  a  remarkably  fine  Loch  Levcu  trout  of  4^1b. 
The  fish  displayed  great  resolution,  and  was  put  back 
in  order  to  encourage  the  breed.  Mr.  J.  Truman  and 
Mr.  W.  Griffiths,  jun.,  have  caught  nine  barbel  at 
Averham  Weir  head,  and  a  big  capture  is  credited  to 


the  rod  of  Mr.  Geo.  Foulds  at  Shelford.  Creed  wheat 
exports  have  excelled  on  the  Shardlow  section  and 
above,  or  at  King's  Mills,  Mr.  J.  Birkin  having  done 
remarkably  well.  Eels  have  fallen  to  the  wasp  grub 
and  worm,  and  fly-fishers  have  creeled  substantial 
bags  of  chub  at  Kelham  and  Fiskerton. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  water  most  frequented  by  our  local  anglers 
this  week  has  been  the  Witham,  and  it  certainly  has 
provided  the  best  sport,  particularly  at  Kirkstead. 
The  water  is  in  beautiful  condition,  and  in  most  cases 
very  free  from  woods,  whilst  there  is  an  abundance  of 
good  fish.  Down  below  the  Glass  and  Bottle  there 
is  some  very  good  wcedless  water  of  nice  depth,  and 
hero  the  sport  has  been  first-class.  Anglers  have 
landed  as  much  as  141b.  apiece ;  perhaps  one  of  tho 

best  roach  taken  drawing  the  scale  at  lib.  5oz.  

a  fish  lin  first-rate  condition.  Cowbridge  is  again 
back  in  form  for  roach,  and  there  have  been  fair 
catches  of  fish  from  6oz.  to  'Joz.  Bream  in  this 
and  other  waters  are  still  io£f  their  feed.  Mount 
Pleasant,  Brigg,  and  Trent  have  not  proved  particularly 
productive,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  week  tho 
other  waters  mentioned  were  affected  by  tho  variable 
weather.  The  outlook  is  promising  everywhere,  how- 
ever. With  regard  to  trout  angling  there  is'  very 
little  doing  indeed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  had  a  nice  time  of  it  in  the  past  week, 
not  t09  bright  by  day  or  cold  nights,  and  to-day 
(Aug.  14)  we  are  having  a  nice  gentle  rain.    The  rivers 
are  in  good  condition,  and  are  higher  than  is  usual  at 
this  time  of  year.     Trout  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good,  and  a  nice  lot  of  grayling  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly  and    maggot,   but    they  ran  rather 
small ;   the  larger  ones  are  not  on  yet.  Fishing 
the  Teme  above   Knightsford    Bridge,   Mr.  Lewis 
had  five  brace  of  trout  and  grayling ;  Mr.  W.  Smith 
four  brace.    At  Martley,  Mr.  H.  Harris,  four  and  a 
half  brace  and  three  fine  chub.    At  Shelsley,  Mr. 
Knight  had  three  brace  of  grayling  and  one  and  a  half 
brace  of  trout  ;  Messrs.  Davis  and  Jones  each  had 
a  nice  lot  of  game  fish  and  dace  in  the  Tenbury  dis- 
trict ;  and  several  members  have  taken  nice  baskets  of 
fish  in  the  club  water  near  Kingsland.    In  the  Avon 
the  bream  are  going  well  at  the  wheat,  paste,  and 
maggot,     and    a    great    number    of    good  takes 
have  been  reported  this  week,  heaviest  bream  6Jlb., 
and  a  lot  of  fine  roach  have  been  taken,  principally 
with  the  stewed  wheat.    Fishing  in  the  bevern  has 
been  very  brisk,  and  in  some  parts  the  punts  well 
engaged.    A  lot  of  chub  have  been  taken  with  fly, 
wasp  grub,  and  maggot,  and  roach  have  been  well  on 
the  latter  bait,  and  wheat  and  paste.  Some  fine  baskets 
of  fish  were  taken  above  Holt  Fleet  on  Aug.  11,  also 
at  Camp,  Kempsey,  and  Upton.    At  the  latter  place  a 
lot  of  fine  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken.  Most 
days  Weaver  and  Griffin  have  taken  anglers  out  in  their 
boats,  and  they  had  heavy  catches.    Messrs.  C.  Evans, 
P.  Patey,  James,  Wingfield,  Day  and  White  had  good 
sport  with  the  roach  and  dace,  the  roach  very  fine, 
wheat  and  paste  the  bait  used.    Mr.  E.  Draper  some 
grand  perch.    The  Worcester  and  District  Angling 
Society  are  busy  with  preparations  for  the  inter-club 
contest  at  Pershore  on  the  31st  inst. ;  the  final  meet- 
ing of  the  committee  takes  place  next  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  prospects  have  very  much  improved  with 
the  recurrence  of  showers,  and  some  good  all-round 
sport  is  being  experienced  at  home  and  away.  The 
members  of  the  Fulford  Angling  Society  fished  their 
third  match  of  the  season  in  the  Derwent  on  Tuesday 
at  Wheldrake  Ings.  The  weather  was  very  favourable 
and  the  water  in  good  condition.  There  was  fair  sport. 
Mr.  P.  Styan  had  the  biggest  catch,  61b.  Sioz.,  and  Mr.  t! 
Pecketttook  thespecial  prize  forthe  six  largest  fish.  The 
members  of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  and  Preservation 
Association  held  their  annual  fishing  match  at  Whel- 
drake on  Monday  (Aug.  12),  when  the  water  was  in 
nice  trim,  but  rather  low.  There  were  twenty-five 
competitors,  and  all,  with  one  exception,  caught  fish. 
The  largest  catch,  one  of  31b.  8oz.,  was  made  by 
Thomas  Hale. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLEKS. 


The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Lock  Tavern,  Ipswich,  on  Friday,  Aug.  9,  when  a  good 
number  of  members  put  in  an  appearance.  Captain 
Wing  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  O.  P.  Price  acted  for 
the  hon.  sec.  until  his  arrival  towards  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  The  umpire's  report  of  the  last  roach  match 
was  read,  and  the  chairman  afterwards  distributed  the 
prizes  :  1st  (patent  reel  presented  bv  Mr.  G.  Tatel  "\lr 
C.  F.  Warner ;  2nd,  I\lr.  P.  H.  Borrett ;  3rd,  Mr^ 
Edward  Stewart.  The  final  eel-bobbing  competition 
of  the  season  was  arranged  for  Aug.  29,  and  another 
coarse  fishing  match  at  a  date  to  be  fixed  by  the 
committee.  H.  C.  WiibxuATK,  lion.  bee. 
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EATON  &  DELLER 

Cx*ooked   J^sltxg,   X^iondon    Bx>id^e,   B.C.,  &   1,   Bux>sr   St.,  St.  Jskixies',  S.W. 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
"7^5/-  With  steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  "743/- 

SZSSO'D     FOXC,    I  Iji       XT  3S  T  3E^  A.  TED     C  -A.  T-A.X^  O  CS-  XJU,     J  XT  S  T     3E>  XT  B  X.  X  S  S  X3  X». 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES   OF  LETTERPKESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  in  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speoially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  B.C. 


BENETFINK 


The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites 

TROUT  and  DACE  FLIES,  1/-  per  doz. 
FINE,  MEDIUM  AND  STRONG  CASTS, 

4d.,  6d.,  8d.  and  9d.  each.  All  Sizes  in  Stock. 


SPLIT  CANE  RODS, 

From  6/6  to  95/-  each. 


GUINEA  SPECIALITIES— 

Best  Finish  GREEN  HEART  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops. 
9  ft,  9ift.,  19  ft.,  10^  ft,  lift,  and 
12  ft,  Snal(e  Rings  and  Corl(  Grasp  21s. 

Best  Finist?  PIKE  ROD,  Phosplior  Bronze 
Rings,  2  Tops   21s. 


BOTTOM  &  SPINNING 
RODS, 

i(i„.>  2/S,  3/6,  5/-,  '7/-,  8/-  and  lO/- 

'y^  "     CATALOGUES  post  free. 

Mention  "Fishing  Gazette." 
89,   90,  107    &  108, 


CHEAPSIDE,  LOIWbN,  E:<i 


THE  GRANT 


VIBRATION  ROD 


Messrs.  CHAS.  PLAYFAIR  &  CO.  beg 
to  intimate  tiiat  they  have  appointed 
the  following:  firms  as  Sole  Ag^ents  for 
these  Rods: 

CARTER   6l2  CO., 

1311,  St.  John  Street  Moadf  London, 

«j.  JB.  ivi:ijLii:.£:r, 

19 f  New  Station  Street,  Leeds, 

jr.  Maci>HERSON, 

Church   Street,  Lnverness, 

ABERDEEN,  August,  1901. 


Preliminary  Notice. 

SOUTH 


r>EYON. 


An  Important  and  Unique 


FreeDold  Re$ld<intial  Sporting  €$tate. 

Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth,  six  miles  from  Kingsbridge,  thirty-three  miles  from  Exeter,  and 
twenty-six  miles  from  Plymouth,  embracing  an  area  of  about 

lu  the  Parishes  of  Stokenham  and  Slapton,  with  Gentleman's  Residence,  Farms,  Lands,  Tlie  Koyal 
Sands  Hotel,  The  fisherman's  Arms  Inn,  Houses  land  Cottages  in  the  Village  of  Torcross,  widely 


known  as 


STOKELEY. 


The  Estate  commands  a  sea  frontage  of  two  miles  to  Start  Bay  and  embraces  the  renowned 

£»  X.  ^  x>  "x?  o  iNr  z.xz'sr, 

TAMOUS  FOB  ITS  WILD  FOWL  SHOOTING  AND  FISHING. 

(With  the  above  is  included  the  Lordship  of  the  MANOR  OF  STOKENHAM.) 

The  propei'ty  will  be  submitted  for  sale  in  one  or  more  Lots  by  Public  Auction  (unless  previously 
disposed  of  by  private  treaty)  early  in  the  ensuing  Autumn. 

Plans  and  particulars  are  in  the  course  of  preparation,  and  when  ready  may  be  obtained  of 
Messrs.  EARl>LEir  Holt  &  Hulbekt,  28,  Charles  Street,  St.  James's  Square,  London,  S.W.,  or  of 
Messrs.  DyMOND  &  Parsons,  21,  Southernhay  West,  Exeter. 

Datei  Sth  August,  ISOl, 


August  17,  1901 


^ofcs  from  t^e  ^orf)^. 

The  Dee  Fishery  Improvement  Association's  work 
is  again  extolled.  The  value  of  the  angling  waters  in 
1872  was  £7013  ;  last  year  the  assessor's  returns  gave 
them  at  £18,990,  and  adding  the  real  market  value  of 
fisheries  retained  in  the  hands  of  angling  proprietors, 
the  value  of  the  river  may  be  safely  put  down  at 
£21,000. 


The  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  thus  trebled  its  value  in 
thirty  years.  Is  it  worth  it  ?  We  who  have  spent 
some  thirty-five  years  on  its  waters,  and  observed  and 
noted  all  the  changes,  very  much  doubt  it.  It  is  a 
much  boomed  river,  often  aSording  the  pink  of  sport 
and  often  the  very  reverse.  Only  when  other  pro- 
prietors on  other  salmon  streams  will  go  and  do  like- 
wise will  the  Dee  find  its  true  level  and  its  real  value 
in  the  market  as  an  angling  river. 


General  Sir  Charles  Warren's  son  was  married  in 
Aberdeen  the  other  day,  the  General  and  his  family 
coming  north  to  grace  the  proceedings.  It  was  a  very 
pretty  wedding,  and  Captain  Warren,  who  is  Acting 
Adjutant  in  the  Aberdeen  District,  and  Miss  Gunn, 
his  bride,  received  many  handsome  and  valuable 
presents  and  the  felicitations  of  a  very  large  circle  of 
friends. 


The  rains  of  Saturday  (Aug.  10),  and  for  some  days 
previous,  have  at  last  moved  the  rivers.  Hitherto, 
since  the  end  of  the  spell  of  July  drought,  the  thirsty 
ground  has  absorbed  most,  if  not  all,  the  moisture, 
but  now  being  fairly  saturated  every  shower  will  have 
its  due  effect  on  the  prospects  of  the  back-end  season. 
Meantime,  a  very  happy  turn  has  been  given  to  the 
autumn  prospects,  and  just  at  the  right  time. 

Mr.  Panmure  Gordon,  London  (lessee  of  the  Stobhall 
fishings  on  the  Tay),  commissioned  Mr.  Mackay  to 
place  a  marble  wreath  on  the  grave  of  his  old  friend 
Mr.  William  Lamond,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  as  a  memento 
of  the  days  they  had  spent  together  in  China. 


The  Jungle  Cock  is  the  most  taking  sea-trout  fly  on 
the  tidal  waters  of  the  Findhorn,  Ythan,  and  similar 
reaches. 


The  "  Twelfth  "  has  again  come  and  gone.  Birds 
were  plentiful  but  wild,  and  till  late  in  the  day  bags 
were  light  compared  with  those  of  last  year.  How- 
ever, it  was  the  record  year  of  the  past  three  decades. 
All  over  a  good  average  season  is  being  enjoyed. 

The  grilse  and  salmon  season  has  been  such  a  dead 
failure  that  all  round  nets  are  being  lifted  before  the 
legal  closing  day,  to  save  expenses  in  plant  and  wages. 

Preserved  sand-eel  is  now  the  favourite  bait  in  tidal 
reaches.  In  formalin  the  sand-eel  keeps  remarkably 
well,  only  it  has  to  be  changed  into  fresh  liquid  after 
the  first  week,  as  an  oily  substance  gathers.  One  of 
formalin  to  sixty  of  water  should  be  used. 

Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  Ai^GLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Eestaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  14,  1901,  at 
8  p.m..  Dr.  Patterson  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting  of  July  31  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents 
at  Penzance,  Southend,  and  Burnham-on-Crouch. 
The  chairman  remarked  that,  as  the  season  was  now 
coming  on,  it  was  very  expedient  that  additional  zest 
should  be  given  to  the  weekly  meetings,  and  stated 
his  willingness  to  read  a  paper  at  the  end  of  the  month 
upon  the  "  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  :  What  we 
have  done  in  the  past,  and  what  we  propose  to  do  in 
the  future."  The  members  concurred,  and  a  wish 
was  generally  expressed  that  all  members  with  wishes 
and  views  upon  the  subject  would  attend  and  fully 
discuss  the  matter.  It  was  announced  that  the  follow- 
ing awards  had  been  made  by  the  committee  of  prizes 
for  the  Sarcelle  cup  and  medal  competitiun  for  specimen 
fish.  The  Sarcelle  challenge  cup  and  silver  medal  would 
have  fallen  to  Mr.  C.  E.  Preston  Gardner  had  not 
his  deeply-regretted  decease  preceded  the  award — his 
take  was  a  coalfish,  181b.,  and  mackerel,  2ilb.  They 
were  awarded  to  Mr.  E.  M.  Mallet  for  a  sea  bream, 
4}lb.,  and  a  pollack  of  121b.  Silver  medals  were 
awarded  as  follows :  Mr.  C.  J.  Crisfield,  pollack,  141b. ; 
Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin,  coalfish,  191b ;  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn, 
conger,  201b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  R.  Morrell,  dab,  lib. ;  the 
late  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner  for  a  mackerel,  2jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Parker  and  other  members  related  their  recent 
experiences.  Mr.  Evans  had  been  to  Southwell  conger 
fishing ;  Mr.  Minchin  had  news  from  Looe  that  the 
fishing  there  at  present  was  very  middling ;  Mr.  R.  J. 
Gordon  had  some  sport  at  Deal,  landing  fourteen  dabs 
and  plaice  and  a  codling.  Dr.  Patterson  had  also  been 
conger  fishing  at  Southwick  on  two  occasions  at  night, 
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having  been  interrupted  by  a  south-west  gale  ;  had 
little  sport  but  caught  several  congers  and  a  bass 
of  21b.  weight ;  had  experience  of  the  gunboat's  search- 
light, and  complained  that  boats  with  trawls  up  to 
twenty-eight  feet  beams  were  at  work  within  half-a- 
mile  of  the  beach  and  no  notice  taken.  After  some 
further  discussion,  and  the  reminder  that  the  meetings 
took  place  every  Wednesday  through  the  season  at 
8  p.m.,  the  customary  toast  of  success  to  the  society 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed 
the  meeting.  W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mk.  Geo.  Smith  was  chairman  at  the  meeting  on 
Monday  (Aug.  12),  and  interesting  reports  of  sport  were 
forthcoming.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  trout  from  the 
Lambourne,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  a  brace  and  a 
half  of  trout  from  the  Kennet,  and  roach  (baiting  with 
cooked  French  beans)  from  the  Moor  stream  ;  Mr.  W. 
G.  Fletcher  eight  difierent  kinds  of  fish  from  the 
Kennet ;  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  a  21b.  15oz.  trout  from  the 
Colne  ;  Mr.  G.  Smith  a  big  bag  of  roach,  a  bream  of 
51b.,  one  of  31b.  8oz.,  and  several  perch  from  the 
Uxbridge  water  ;  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  bream  of 
41b.  and  31b.  8oz.  from  the  same  fishery  ;  and  Mr.  H. 
A.  Rolt  grayling  from  the  Lambourne.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  society  have  been  removed  from  the 
Swan,  Newbury,  to  Mrs.  Baxter's  new  house,  The 
Cottage,  in  the  London-road.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Me.  C.  S.  Bentlet  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  which  was  but  poorly  attended,  many  of  the 
members  being  out  of  town,  and  we  hope  they  are  en- 
joying good  sport.  The  meeting  was  a  fairly  busy  one  and 
interesting,  particularly  the  discussion  on  sea  fishing 
and  the  Kelvedon  water.  On  the  latter  subject  there 
was  much  interest  shown  and  much  expert  evidence 
given  regarding  the  cutting  of  weeds.  To  do  this  in  the 
whole  length  of  water  rented  by  us  is  impossible  and 
as  several  of  our  members  had  found  good  swims  and 
secured  fish,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  of 
clearing  swims  in  the  hands  of  individual  members, 
who  are  at  liberty  to  use  the  appliances  now  at  Kelve- 
don and  specially  made  for  that  purpose.  While  on 
the  subject  of  Kelvedon  I  might  mention  that  the  bull 
in  one  of  the  meadows  is  quite  inofiensive  and 
anglers  can  fish  the  place  with  perfect  safety. 
One  of  our  members  reported  that  in  Ireland 
his  friend  had  secured  a  fine  lot  of  good 
size  sea  trout,  fishing  with  No.  16  Limerick  Hook, 
a  fine  experience  which  he  hopes  to  repeat  when 
visiting  the  same  place  at  the  end  of  this  month.  A 
big  trout,  estimated  at  over  51b.,  has  been  found  dead 
in  our  Chesham  water.  Sorry  it  was  not  killed  by  rod 
and  line  by  a  member.  The  following  reported  fishing  : 
Mr.  A.  C.  Gardner,  barbel  and  chub  from  the  Thames, 
and  one  trout,  Iflb.,  from  the  Chess ;  Mr.  J.  F, 
Walker,  nice  bag  of  roach,  up  to  fib.,  from  Kelvedon  ; 
Mr.  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  eight  varieties  of  fish,  but  none 
of  any  size;  Mr.  R.  G.  WoodruS,  61b.  of  roach 
and  one  barbel,  41b.  9oz.  (private  water).  Mr.  C. 
Gill,  roach,  barbel,  and  chub,  largest  3|lb.,  from 
Kennet ;  Mr.  Jacques,  barbel,  roach,  chub,  and  perch, 
largest  lib.  12oz.  from  Kennet ;  Mr.  S.  Wertheim,  plenty 
of  roach,  but  none  of  any  size,  from  Norfolk,  and 
roach  from  Kelvedon  ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  forty  good 
roach,  Jib.  to  IJlb.,  from  private  water  ;  Mr.  Mark 
Davies,  roach,  and  he  also  brought  up  a  mirror  carp 
(carp-king),  weighing  21b.  15Joz.,  and  was  heartily 
congratulated  on  the  capture  of  what  is  an  uncommon 
fish  to  the  club  rooms  of  London.  Mr.  T.  Gibson  gave 
a  very  interesting  account  of  a  short  holiday  trip  to  a 
village  near  Boulogne,  and  although  not  fishing  himself 
had  seen  and  handled  a  fine  sea  trout ;  this  place  should 
be  prospected  by  anglers,  an  easy  and  pleasant  trip 
and  very  inexpensive  living.  Our  meeting  was  small 
but  very  interesting,  and  as  often  happens  a  good  deal 
of  information  was  imparted,  particiilarly  as  to  fishing 
for  carp  in  home  waters.  Paste  of  various  forms, 
worms,  gentles,  broad  beans,  tripe,  potato,  etc.,  all 
received  the  support  of  various  anglers  as  being  the 
bait.  Apparently  this  fish  has  a  bigger  variety  of  diet 
than  any  other  of  our  English  fishes.  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
responded  to  the  toast  of  the  successful  angler,  and 
other  toasts  having  been  given,  the  chairman  was 
thanked  and  terminated  a  very  pleasant  evening.  J. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  are  admirably  adapted  for  curing 
diseases  incidental  to  females.  At  different  periods  of  life 
women  are  suliject  to  complaints  whicli  require  a  pecnliai' 
medicine ;  and  it  is  now  an  indisputable  fact  that  there  is 
nothing  so  suitable  for  complaints  of  this  nature  as  Holloway's 
Pills.  For  all  the  debilitating  disorders  incidental  to  the  sex, 
and  in  every  contingency  perilous  to  the  life  and  health  of 
woman — youthful  or  aged,  married  or  single — they  are  a  safe 
and  reliable  remedy.  I'heir  purifying  ((ualities  render  them 
invaluable  to  females  of  all  ages.  They  are  searching  and 
cleansing,  yet  invigorating  ;  a  few  doses  will  speedily  remove 
irregularities  in  the  system,  and  thereby  establish  health  on  a 
souud  and  fii'm  basis. 
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HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  P.  J.  HuDi)  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Aug.  14,  when  some  important  business  was  transacted. 
Many  members  have  been  out  in  pursuit  of  sport,  but 
with  comparatively  poor  results.  The  following  report 
some  fair  class  fish  as  follows:  Messrs.  G.  Parsons, 
dace;  J.  Parsons,  roach  and  dace;  A.  J.  llersant 
roach,  rudd  and  many  eels  ;  T.  P.  Ward  and  W.  T. 
Attwood,  some  carp  up  to  41b. ;  G.  Westrup,  perch, 
and  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  sea  fishing,  bass  and 
eels.  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  writing  from  near  Lough 
Neagh,  advises  members  to  come  over  at  once  as 
a  strong  flood  is  now  on  and  good  fishing  is  sure 
to  ensue  as  soon  as  the  water  fines  down.  He  reports 
that  he  has  taken  numbers   of  small   trout  and 

had  hold  of  "  a  of  a  fush  "  which  he  "  followed 

for  200  yards  with  a  crowd  of  loafers,  colleens,  gossoons, 
dogs,  and  other  natives,  until  a  bush  and  a  deep  pool 
caused  the  fish  and  myself  to  part  company."  Two 
cases  were  added  to  the  society's  collection  during  the 
evening— viz.,  Mr.  J.  Parson's  51b.  trout  and  Mr.  G. 
Westrup's  lib.  2oz.  dace,  both  admirably  cased  by  Mr. 
Cooper.  G.  W. 


LIVERPOOL  CITY  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


A  pegged-down  match  will  take  place  on  Aug.  18 
in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  at  Netherton — 
9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Competitors  to  meet  on  arrival  of 
L.  Y.  R.  train  8  a.m.  at  Aintree.  Members  intending 
to  fish  the  match  at  Beeston  Castle  to  travel  by 
7.40  a.m.  Woodside  boat  Thursday  next,  Aug.  22. 
The  various  adjacent  fishing  resorts  were  well  patron- 
ised during  the  holidays,  but  sport  seems  to  have 
been  backward  owing  to  the  rivers  being  low  and 
clear.  A  party  of  five  spent  a  most  enjoyable  outing 
at  Pool  Quay  on  the  River  Severn,  and  were  very 
comfortably  quartered  at  the  Powis  Arms.  Several 
nice  chub  and  roach  were  taken.  A  youthful  member 
of  the  party  succeeded  in  losing  a  Very  fine  pike. 
Several  members  visited  Llanjmynech,  but  found  the 
river  out  of  trim.  Mr.  Quinn,  however,  succeeded  in 
catching  a  nice  chub.  Several  specimens  have  been 
weighed  in  from  the  Bromborough  waters.  We  in- 
tend this  Saturday  to  net  a  couple  of  ponds  to  be 
used  as  stock  ponds  for  rainbow  trout.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  hear  that  the  rainbow  trout  are  not  yet  extinct 
in  the  Meols  Lake  ;  probably  some  lucky  angler  will 
before  long  land  a  whopper.  Members  are  reminded 
that  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the  Annual  Shield 
Competition  on  Monday,  Aug.  19.       Roach  Pole. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Old  Bostonian. — Salmon  trout  cannot  be  caught 
in  the  Thames  proper.  It  is  a  long  time  since  we 
heard  of  any  being  caught  even  in  the  Thames 
estuary. 


Cortesponbence, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  tlie  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


PISHING  AT  CHATTERIS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  let  me  know  what  kind  of  fishing  is 
to  be  had  at  Chatteris,  Cambridgeshire.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation, — Yours  faithfully, 

C.  Wheeleb. 


AN  EEL  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  much  obliged  if,  in  your 
columns,  you  would  answer  me  a  question  with  regard 
to  eels.  I  have  been  informed  that  eels  breed  in  the 
sea,  the  nearest  place  in  Europe  to  the  United  Kingdom 
being  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  Is  this  the  case  ?  The 
reason  the  Bay  of  Biscay  is  named  is  because  this  is 
the  nearest  sea  with  sufficient  depth  of  water  to  suit 
the  breeding  habits  of  eels. — Yours  truly,     C.  L.  F. 

P.S. — I  suppose  there  is  no  doubt  about  eels  being 
viviparous  ? 

[We  never  heard  of  the  Bay  of  Biscay  theory.  Eels 
are  not  viviparous,  as  they  deposit  eggs  like  most 
other  fish. — Ed.] 


A  BIG  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  J.  Sidebottom,  dentist,  of  Colne, 
fishing  the  Broomhall  Reservoir  of  the  Leeds  and 
Liverpool  Canal  the  other  day  near  Burnley,  had  the 
good  fortime  to  hook  and  land  a  splendid  trout,  which 
he  has  sent  for  preservation.  It  is  two  feet  in  length 
and  weighed  5|lb. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  John  E.  Milleb. 
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August  17,  1901 


EELS  BREEDING  IN  FRESH  WATER. 
Dear  Sir, — Re  your  notes  about  eels  breeding  in 
fresh  water,  a  Wharfedale  friend  of  mine,  a  county 
magistrate  and  an  old  member  of  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  accidentally  bred  some  in  a  trough  in 
his  stable-yard,  in  water  supplied  through  pipes  from 
a  private  source  on  the  estate,  and  inaccessible  from 
the  river.  I  am  very  much  pressed  for  time  just  now 
—work  congested— or  I  would  describe  the  incident 
more  fully. — Yours  very  sincerely, 

W.  Carter  Platts. 
P.S. — Another  friend  of  mine  kept  an  eel  for  over 
twenty  years  in  a  small  tank. 

[Some  ichthyologists  consider  it  heresy  to  suppose 
that  eels  breed  anywhere  but  in  the  sea,  as  described 
in  our  article  in  the  summer  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  But  as  it  is  a  question  of  either  believing 
that  it  is  possible  for  eels  under  certain  circumstances 
to  breed  in  fresh  water  or  else  that  the  age  of  miracles 
is  not  yet  past,  we  prefer  to  believe  in  the  first 
possibility. — Ed.] 


SEA-BREAM  FISHING  AT  BULL  BAY 
ANGLESEA. 
Dear  Sir,— I  suppose  it  is  the  innate  modesty 
of  the  northern  amateur  sea  angler  that  prevents 
him  furnishing  your  readers  with  accounts  of  his 
catches.  Anyhow,  as  a  subscriber  now  for  some 
years  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  have  often  been  struck 
with  the  comparatively  few  reports  we  receive  from 
northern  stations  compared  to  the  southern  ones, 
and  the  hope  that  these  few  notes  may  be  of 
interest  to  some  of  your  readers  is  my  apology  for 
writing  you  (more  especially  I  think  the  above 
IS  true  as  to  the  Isle  of  Man).  I  have  had  two  or 
three  days  far  out  (Bahama  Rocks  I  think  they  call 
the  place),  seven  miles  from  Ramsey,  and  I  cannot 
imagine  better  sport  with  rod  and  line,  both  for  variety 


Db.  Edwards,  of  Widnes,  and  his  take  of  Sea-Bbeam. 


and  size.  But  to  return  to  Bull  Bay.  It  is  not  a  very 
easy  place  to  get  at— nearest  station  Amlwch,  one  and 
a  half  mile.  I  stayed  at  the  Bull  Bay  Hotel,  which 
has  the  advantage  of  being  placed  within  a  stone-throw 
of  the  water,  a  most  important  item.  The  manager 
and  his  wife  (Mr.  and  Mr.  Jamieson),  though 
neither  of  them  have  had  an  education  in  angling, 
go  out  of  their  way  fishing  to  make  one  comfortable! 
The  hotel  has  also  the  advantage  of  a  fine  artificial 
swimming  bath  cut  out  of  the  rock,  which  fills  and 
empties  with  the  flow  and  ebb  of  the  tide. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  end  of  July  the  accounts  of 
the  fishing  were  poor,  and  alas !  the  weather  broke, 
rain  accompanied  by  a  strong  east  wind  making  it 
impossible  to  venture  out  any  distance.  However,  I 
contented  myself  from  Monday  to  Thursday  in  fishing 
from  the  rocks,  and  catching  a  few  wrasse,  locally 
known  as  rock  bream,  and  rock  codling;  the  latter 
were  very  good  eating.  On  the  Thursday  I  managed 
to  get  out  a  few  hundred  yards  boat  fishing  with  John 
Jones,  fisherman  (amongst  a  lot  of  able  men,  including 
Joe  J  ones,  his  brother,  and  the  three  Charts  ;  I  always 
have  fancied  the  former,  for  if  there  are  fish  about  I 
believe  he  and  his  mate,  John  Hughes,  will  find  their 
locality).  I  gave  John  Jones  a  pike  trolling  rod  and 
reel  to  tish  with,  and  he  had  the  luck  to  hook  a  51b. 
bream.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  more  laughable  incident 
than  his  attempt  to  reel  it  in,  half  the  rod  being  under 
water  during  the  major  part  of  the  operation— talk 
about  a  hodman  at  a  christening,  eh  1  However,  he 
eventually  landed  it.  I  am  only  sorry  I  have  not  a 
snapshot  of  him  and  a  translation  of  his  language. 
On  the  Friday,  the  weather  having  calmed  down,  I 
started  with  John  Jones  and  Hughes  for  the  Middle 
Mouse,  a  rock  not  inaptly  named,  about  a  mile  from 
shore  (landlubber's  calculation),  and  I  should  say  four 
miles'  row  towards  Holyhead.  On  the  way  we  visited 
some  twenty  lobster  pots,  but  unfortunately,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  good  crabs  and  one  lobster  minus 
bis  claws,  they  were  empty ;  however,  the  following 
days  we  were  well  rewarded.    Arrived  at  the  Middle 


Mouse  there  was  a  considerable  swell  on,  otherwise, 
Jones  assured  me,  one  would  be  almost  certain  of 
pollack  from  81b.  to  121b.,  baiting  with  red  rubber 
worm.    We  fished  in  twenty-five  fathoms  of  water 
with  a  2-2Jlb.  lead.    I  used  a  Bickerdyke  "wheel," 
paternoster  gut  with  two  hooks,  and  an  ordinary  piko 
line,  fishing  S.S.E.,  about  fifty  yards  off  the  rock.  (It 
is  necessary  to  have  two  men  as  you  cannot  anchor  the 
boat,  and  it  takes  one  man  to  keep  it  on  the  edge  of  the 
tide,  while  the  other  baits  with  mussel  and  fishes  with 
line.)    We  had  no  sooner  started  than  we  felt  the  tug, 
tug,  and  the  fun  lasted  each  day,  fishing  at  the  end 
of  the  ebb  and  commencing  flood  tide,  from  two  to 
two-and-a-half  hours ;  fish  from  31b.  to  41b.  were  not 
uncommon,  and  I  confess  I  had  had  enough  reeling 
in.    Especially  did  I  feel  the  pull  on  one  occasion 
when  I  had  a  41b.  and  31b.  fish  together.    My  catch 
would,  I  may  venture  to  say,  have  been  heavier,  but 
unfortunately  I  lost  early  the  whole  of  the  pater- 
nosters I  had,  and  was  obliged  to  rig  up  tackle 
with  pieces  of  whalebone.    I  think  a  good  addition 
to  the  rod  would  be  a  "grip,"  say  in  the  form 
of  a  cork  bicycle  handle,  placed  three  feet  from  the 
reel,  as  in  such  a  depth  of  water  it  is  very  tiring  to 
keep  one's  hold  on  a  varnished  rod.    The  last  fish  I 
caught  was  a  wrasse  weighing  2Jlb.,  and  he  gave  me 
as  much  sport  as  one  of  the  larger  bream.    I  give 
you  the  weights  and  number  of  fish  caught  during 
five  days'   fishing   at   the   Middle  Mouse,  fishing 
one  tide,  one  rod  and  line.    (Photo  kindly  taken  on 
landing  by  the  manager  of  the  Bull  Bay  Hotel)  :— 
July  26,  thirty  fish,  G71b. ;  July  27,  twenty-five  fish, 
531b.  (largest,  51b.);  July  28,  twenty-five  fish,  501b.; 
July  29,  thirty-eight  fish,  701b.;  July  30,  seventeen 
fish,  811b.    I  may  mention  that  John  Jones  is  the 
only  man  you  may  expect  to  go  out  on  Sunday.  He 
seemed    quite    satisfied  with    my    argument  that 
being  a  medical  practitioner,  and  thereby  having 
to  work  seven  days  a  week,  I  was  entitled  to  a 
little  relaxation  on  the  seventh 
day. 

The  air  at  Bull  Bay  is  very 
bracing  ;  the  attractions  of  the 
place  are  the  sea  bathing,  which 
is  capital,  a  good  view  is  had  of 
many  of  the  ocean  steamers  from 
Liverpool,  and  an  enjoyable  day  is 
spent  by  a  sail  (sixteen  miles)  to 
The  Skerries  to  view  the  lightship. 
The  island  at  present  is  literally 
covered  in  parts  with  young  sea 
tern.  One  little  matter  which  I 
could  not  find  had  been  noticed 
previously.  As  one  rows  out  from 
the  bay  there  is  a  rugged  piece  of 
rock  jutting  out  on  the  right,  and 
as  you  get  opposite  it  there  is  a 
perfect  model  of  a  ram's  head  and 
chest,  carved  by  nature. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  that 
July  and  August  are  the  two  best 
months  for  this  sport.     I  tried 
spinning  from  the  rocks,  where  I 
feel  ^ure  good  sport  may  be  had  for  pollack  and  bass. 

The  fishermen  say  there  are  none  of  the  latter  fish  

call  them  "  salmons" — but  a  solicitor  from  Amlwch 
assured  me  that  the  place  only  needs  developing  by 
good  amateurs  to  secure  plenty  of  them. 

Bickerdyke,  by  the  bye,  in  his  "Sea  Fishing,' 

seems  to  have  a  mean  opinion  of  sea  bream  as  a  food  

"  If  a  bream  must  be  cooked,"  etc.  I  wish  he  could 
have  tasted  one  we  had.  I  never  enjoyed  the  taste  of 
fish  more,  and  all  at  table,  after  I  warned  them  not  to 
be  disappointed,  agreed  that  it  was  really  very  good— 
possibly  mine  were  well  fed  on  the  carcases  of  a  cattle 
boat  that  went  ashore  off  The  Skerries.  Well,  ducks 
and  pigs  are  good,  and  not  particular  as  to  diet.— 
Yours  faithfully,  0.  H,  Edwards, 

Widnes. 

P-S. — I  ought  to  have  mentioned  that  on  my  writing 
to  Mr.  R.  Jones,  fishing  officer,  Carnarvon,  he  very 
courteously  and  promptly  sent  me  a  large  bag  of  very 
fine  mussels ;  also  that  a  few  hours  before  I  left  the 
two  fishermen,  Charts,  came  in  with  the  result  of  "  a 
long  line  " — two  congers  about  301b.  each,  one  about 
151b.,  several  smaller,  an  enormous  skate  and  a  few 
bream.    Don't  go  to  Bull  Bay  without  mussels. 


CAPTURE  OP  SOMETHING  OR  OTHER. 

Dear  Sir, — The  capture  of  "  Ledger  Lead  "  recorded 
in  your  issue  of  Aug.  10  is  none  other  than  a  specimen 
of  the  black-veined  white. butterfly,  which  has  become 
very  rare  of  recent  years. 

Report  credits  it  with  having  been  very  plentiful  in 
this  district  (Cardiff)  in  the  past,  but  though  for 
several  years  I  searched  for  it,  I  never  succeeded  in 
turning  up  a  single  specimen,  and  latterly  I  have 
discarded  the  butterfly  net  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
rod, — Yours  faithfully,  Ernest  Webster. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  RAG  WORMS. 

Dear  Sir, — Spending  a  few  days  down  this  way, 
trying  a  bit  of  fishing,  etc.,  I  fancy  I  have  tumbled 
across  some  information  which  some  of  your  readers 
were  seeking  for  a  week  or  two  since — namely,  "  How 
to  keep  Rag  Worms."  This  is  the  receipt  given  me 
by  one  of  the  old  fishermen  who  has  been  fishing  for 
his  living  all  his  life  : — 

Get  a  box  made  of  English  elm,  put  your  worms 
into  it  with  a  little  clean  weed,  keep  in  a  cool  place, 
and  give  them  a  drink  three  or  four  times  a  day 
(teetotal),  and  be  extremely  careful  to  keep  the  box 
perfectly  clean,  picking  out  any  grain  of  dirt  that  can 
be  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  In  this  way  he  assures  me 
he  has  kept  them  a  month.  Fir  wood  will  not  do, 
and  cedar  will  poison  them  in  a  few  iainutes. 

The  fishing  just  now  is,  as  far  as  one  can  find  out, 
nil,  although  at  certain  times  of  the  year  the  bay  teems 
with  fish.  I  have  already  tried  from  boat  and  piers 
at  Weymouth,  og  rocks  at  Portland,  and  off  pier  at 
West  Bay,  and  there  we  did  see  a  few  nice  bass  just 
clear  of  the  surf.— Yours  truly,  E.  A.  L. 

Weymouth. 


FISHING  AND  GOLF. 
Deae  Sib,— If  "  P.  J.  B."  vtdll  write  to  P.  McNeils, 
Nesbitt  Arms  Hotel,  Ardara,  co.  Donegal,  he  will  find 
wha,t  he  wants — that  is,  a  good  golf  course  and  trout 
fishing  free,  and  the  accommodation  at  a  reasonable 
price  ;  it  cannot  be  beaten  in  Ireland. — Yours  trulv 

G.  H 


APARTMENTS  AT  ORMESBY. 
Dear  Sir, — Should  this  meet  the  eye  of  Mr. 
Worrall,  of  Oldham,  who  wrote  me  rc  apartments  at 
or  near  Ormesby  Broads,  if  he  will  write  to  the 
occupier  of  Rose  Villa  at  Ormesby,  I  think  he  will  find 
good  and  reasonable  accommodation  for  himself  and 
friends.— Yours  truly,  Geo,  Coleman, 


PISHING  IN  THE  ORKNEYS  AND  SHETLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  following  letter, 
the  original  of  which  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Calderwood, 
Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  for  Scotland.  I  need 
not  add  that  it  only  emphasises  what  sportsmen  have 
been  cognisant  of  for  some  time.  They  are  giving  the 
Orkneys  a  wide  berth,  and  now,  I  fear,  the  Shetlands 
are  doomed,  all  through  the  supineness  of  the  local 
fishery  board.— Yours  truly,  G.  M.  Mackay, 

Aberdeen. 

"  West  Yell  School  House, 
"  Shetland,  Aug.  8. 
"  Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  enclose  the  address 
of  any  officer  of  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 
Poaching  and  netting  sea-trout  are  going  on  here  on 
all  sides  just  now,  and  I  should  like  a  few  placards  to 
post  to  see  if  it  will  help  matters.  Knowing  that  you 
are  interested  as  a  sportsman  I  take  the  liberty  of 
asking  your  kind  help.— I  am,  etc., 

"  (Signed)  F.  D.  Bathgate." 

AMERICAN  BAIT  CASTING. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  time  ago  I  wrote  asking  if  some 
English  casting  expert  would  give  us  his  opinion  on 
Yankee  bait  casting  methods,  as  explained  in  sundry 
articles  and  letters  that  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Not  having  had  any  reply,  I  can  only  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  such  methods  are  unknown  in 
this  country,  and  I  now  write  to  ask  if  some  American 
reader  will  be  kind  enough  to  give  fuller  particulars  of 
the  tackle  used,  especially  the  reel,  as  I  am  anxious  to 
try  my  hand  at  a  style  in  which,  it  seems  to  me,  the 
American  anglers  beat  us. — Yours  truly, 

"  Caster." 


FISHING  NEAR  LANGRICK. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  your  Lincolnshire  correspondent 
or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  the  best  places  and 
baits  for  same  within  reasonable  distance  of  Langrick, 
which  centre  I  purpose  visiting  the  first  week  in 
September.  My  friends  fish  about  the  Langrick 
Ferry,  but  I  think  we  might  visit  some  of  the  more 
famous  swims. — Yours  truly,  J.  E.  Bland, 


A  LOUGH  CORRIB  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  on  Aug.  5,  trolling  on  Lough 
Corrib,  I  caught  several  fine  perch,  averaging  over  lib, 
each,  and  a  fine  lake  trout  weighing  7Jlb.— Yours 
faithfully,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 


FISHING  AT  TOWYN,  MERIONETH. 
Dear  Sir, — If  there  is  one  of  your  readers  who 
knows  anything  about  the  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Towyn,  I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  he 
would  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge  as  to  the 
equipment  necessary,  where  licences  and  tickets  are  to 
be  obtained,  and  any  other  information  deemed  neces- 
sary.— Yours  truly,  H.  B. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Pisoatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 
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The  Fishino  Gazbtte  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Cojnmunicationa  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHING  GAZETTB,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    IOj.  M. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  &d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

BUOscrlpUon,  including  postage    12*.  M. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  is.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  MANAaER,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  AUGUST  24th,  1901. 


SEA    FISHEEIES  (RESTEICTIVE 
LEGISLATION  IN  EOEEIGN 
COUNTKIES),  JULY,  1901. 


This  instructive  Blue-book,  ordered  to  be  printed 
by  the  House  of  Commons,  comes  at  a  most  critical 
period  in  the  career  of  European  sea  fisheries.  As 
all  are  aware,  a  general  cry  seems  to  be  everywhere 
raised  amongst  the  various  peoples  dwelling  on  the 
coasts  of  the  North  Sea  regarding  the  supply  of 
food  fish. 

Indeed,  so  great  has  been  the  outcry,  that  last 
May  a  conference  met,  with  delegates  from  nearly 
aU  of  those  countries,  and  discussed  the  question, 
deciding  that  a  permanent  body  should  be  appointed, 
with  representatives  from  the  various  maritime 
nations.  This  latter,  it  is  intended,  shall  thoroughly 
investigate  the  state  of  the  Northern  European 
sea  fisheries,  and  then  report  to  a  further  con- 
ference, with  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  international 
legislation  which  would  cope  with  any  dangers  or 
fishery  abuses  which  might  be  found  to  be  prevalent. 
With  a  view  to  finding  out  what  the  other  nations 
have  done,  our  Government  caused  certain  inquiries 
to  be  made  through  the  Foreign  Office,  and  the 
results  of  these  inquiries  are  now  published  in  the 
present  Blue-book. 

The  facts,  as  stated,  are  briefly  as  follows  : — 
France,  Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  and  Denmark 
have  laws  prohibiting  the  landing  and  sale  of 
immature  fish,  while  England  has  not. 

Denmark  prohibits  trawling  in  territorial  waters 
by  either  foreigner  or  native,  and  makes  it  a 
punishable  offence  to  enter  territorial  waters  with 
a  trawl  on  board  any  vessel  if  the  same  be  not 
stowed  away.  Belgium  also  has  the  same  law  and 
enforces  it.  By  local  regulations  in  Great  Britain 
fishing  by  foreign  trawlers  within  the  three-mile 
limit  is  prohibited,  and  vessels  having  a  trawl  with 
a  beam  of  more  than  18  feet  are  not  allowed  to 
brawl  within  the  above  area.     The  bills  for  the 


prevention  of  the  landing  and  sale  of  immature 
fish  have,  however,  been  dropped. 

Belgium  reports  that  "  the  putting  in  force  of  the 
provisions  of  the  royal  decree  of  September  5, 
1892,  relative  to  immature  fish,  is  effected  without 
difficulty,  and  has  produced  no  bad  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  fishermen." 

"  The  regulation  forbidding  the  landing,  trans- 
port,   hawking,    exposure  for  sale,   or   sale  of 
immature  fish  in  Belgium,  whatever  may  be  th 
ultimate  outcome,  is  considered  to  have  given  good 
results." 

"  It  is  estimated  that  the  measures  described  by 
the  royal  decree  will  not  produce  their  full  effects 
until  England  and  the  other  North  Sea  States  have 
applied  like  regulations."  (Translation.) 

In  Denmark,  the  regulations  have  been  hampered 
in  their  execution  by  the  liberty  accorded  to  the 
fishermen  to  land  such  fish  for  their  personal  con 
sumption.    Several  attempts  have  been  made  to 
alter  this  regulation  but  as  yet  without  success 
The  official  report  goes  on  to  say:  "  Nevertheless,  it 
is  fully  believed  that  there  is  a  total  absence  of  such 
fish  in  the  Danish  markets  of  importance."  (Trans 
lation.) 

The  French  official  reply  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
regulations  exist,  but  are  not  sufficiently  enforced. 
From  Germany  and  the  Netherlands  the  replies 
affirm  the  facts  as  regards  legislation ;  but  the 
German  states  that  "  opinions  are  very  divided  as 
regards  the  efficacy  of  these  regulations,"  while  the 
Dutch  says  "  a  strict  observance  cannot  even  be 
attempted*." 

Certainly  the  time  is  ripe  for  some  combined 
investigation  to  be  attempted,  and  such  will  be 
•imdertaken  when  the  English  Government  ceases 
to  bar  the  way  and  votes  the  necessary  funds. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


Under  similar  Bye-laws  it  is  also  illegal  to  take 
lobsters  less  than  the  sizes  specified  below — 
The  Northumberland  Sea  Fisheries  Dis-\  3  -S  .-n  S 


trict, 
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THE  EISHEEIES  (OYSTEE,  CEAB 
AND  LOBSTEE)  ACT,  1877, 

40  and  41  Vict.  cap.  42  ;  and  Bye-laws  under 

THE  SEA  FISHEEIES  EEGULATION  ACTS, 

51  and  52  Vict.  cap.  54,  and  54  and  55  Vict.  cap. 
37,  Part  2,  and  57  and  58  Vict.  cap.  26. 

SO  FAR  AS  THEY  RELATE  TO 

CRABS  AND  LOBSTERS. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  in  accordance  with 
the  Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab  and  Lobster)  Act,  1877, 
and  the  Bye-laws  made  under  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Eegulation  Acts,  it  is  enacted  amongst  other  pro- 
visions that  it  is  illegal — 

To  take,  have  in  possession,  sell,  expose  I6i  sale, 
consign  for  sale,  or  buy  for  sale — 

(1)  Any  edible  crab  which  measures  less  than 

four  inches  and  a  quarter  across  the  broadest 
part  of  the  back. 

(2)  Any  edible  crab  carrying  any  spawn  attached 
to  the  tail  or  other  exterior  part  of  the  crab, 
whether  known  as  "  berried  crab,"  "  seed 
crab,"  "  spawn  crab,"  or  "ran  crab,"  or  by 
any  other  name  ; 

(3)  Any  edible  crab  which  has  recently  cast  its 

shell,  whether  known  as  "  caster,"  "  white 
crab,"  "  white-footed  crab,"  "  white-livered 
crab,"  "  soft  crab,"  "  glass  crab,"  or  by  any 
other  name ; 

(4)  Any  lobster  which  measures  less  than  eight 
inches  from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  end 
of  the  tail,  when  spread  as  far  as  possible  flat. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  the 
above  provisions  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £2  for  the 
first  offence  and  ^£10  for  every  subsequent  offence, 
and  to  forfeit  all  illegal  crabs  or  lobsters. 

These  enactments  are  subject  to  alteration  by 
Bye-laws  made  by  Local  Fisheries  Committees  for 
Sea  Fisheries  Districts  and  confirmed  by  the  Board 
of  Trade ;  and  in  the  following  districts  it  is 
illegal  to  take  crabs  less  than  the  sizes  specified 
below — 

The  Southern  Sea  Fisheries  District,    ^  Five  inches 
The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  District,        I  across  the 
The  Cornwall  Sea  Fisheries  District,    \  broadest 
The  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District,     |  part  of  the 
The  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District, '  back. 

The  Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries  District — Six  inches 
across  the  broadest  part  of  the  back. 


a  o 


The  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Dis 

trict, 

The  Southern  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Devon  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District,  7 

The  above  regulations  do  not  apply  to  edible 
crabs  intended  for  bait,  except  in  the  following 
districts,  namely — • 

The  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District. 
The  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District. 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  such 
Bye-laws  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  .£20,  and  to  for- 
feiture of  fishing  instriunents  and  of  fish  in  his 
possession. 

BEERIED  CRABS  AND  LOBSTERS. 

The  Committees  for  the  following  Sea  Fisheries 
Districts  have  prohibited  the  taking  of  crabs  and 
lobsters  in  the  condition  or  at  the  times  hereunder 
specified — 

The  Northumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District — Berried 

lobsters  from  April  to  July  inclusive. 
The  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District — Crabs 

and  lobsters  between  Sept.  1  in  any  year  and 

Jan.  31  in  the  following  year. 
The  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District — White-footed 

crabs  from  Nov.  1  to  June  30  inclusive ;  soft  or 

berried  lobsters. 
The  Kent  and  Essex  Sea  Fisheries  District — Berried 

lobsters. 

The  Western  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Lancashire  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
The  Cumberland  Sea  Fisheries  District, 
By  Order, 
'  J.  Wrench  Towse, 

Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Comijaiiy  of  Fishmongers. 
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A  NOTE  FEOM  THE  NOETH. 


The  Sutherlandshire  anglers  are  sharing  in  a 
revival  of  sport.  "  For  the  first  time  this  season," 
writes  an  angler  from  Durness,  "  we  are  having 
sport.  Like  Royal  Charlie,  it  has  been  lang,  lang 
o'  comin',  but  it's  all  the  more  welcome  when  it 
has  come."  A  good  few  grilse  are  being  got  on  the 
Wester  and  Easter  Elchies  waters  on  the  Spey,  and 
an  odd  salmon  or  two  on  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon's  Home  beat,  but  till  the  nets  are  off 
few  of  these  reaches  will  be  at  all  worth  the  time 
and  trouble,  unless  it  be  to  kill  an  idle  day  "off" 
the  moors.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  Colonel  H.  Turner 
creeled  101b.  on  Friday,  Aug.  16,  fishing  from  the 
bank,  all  to  the  fly,  while  Mr.  Ingram  and  friends 
are  beating  up  a  record  on  the  Ugie,  seeing  that 
they  have  begtm  so  well  and  are  keeping  it  up. 

Her  Royal  Highness,  the  Duchess  of  Fife,  has 
been  on  the  Mar  Lodge  waters  every  day  since  her 
arrival,  and  has  been  most  successful  in  getting 
one  and  two  fish  daily — all  to  the  fly  and  to  her  own 
favourite  patterns,  dressed  by  Mr.  Lamont,  Braemar, 
her  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  when  at  the 
riverside.  The  "Mar-Lodge"  is  a  favomite  Dee 
fly,  and  a  good  killer  anywhere  ;  the  Logic,  Jeannie, 
Blue  Charm,  Silver  and  Blue,  Green  Peacock,  Blue 
Peacock,  Watson's  Fancy,  and  such  like  are  the 
early  autumn  flies.  They  are  usually  dressed  on 
double  hooks  till  the  September  floods  demand 
laiger  irons,  when  the  single  hook  is  again  re- 
sorted to. 

One  of  the  best  killing  trout-flies  this  season  is 
Wickham's  Fancy.  It  has  done  execution  on  the 
Don,  Deveron,  Ugie,  and  Findhorn,  and  is  also  an 
excellent  loch  fly.  Next  to  it  might  be  placed  the 
Red  Quill  and  the  Hare's  Lug,  while  for  sea-trout 
and  finnock  nothing  can  come  up  to  the  Red  and 
Teal,  Green  and  Teal,  and  the  Jungle-Cock  for  a 
fancy.  AU  these  are  as  yet  being  dressed  on 
No.  14,  15,  and  16  Redditch  scale.  G.  M. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  LjTics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Pield  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  Is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  Tlie  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  23.  6d. 
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LOCATE  YQUB  FISH,  ETC. 

Some  anglers  are  so  nmch  in  the  habit  of  trusting 
to  chance  when  they  go  a-fishing,  and  the  wonder  to 
me  is  that  they  catch  a  single  fish.  For  instance,  in 
the  matter  of  ground  baiting,  they  will  often  take  a 
lot  of  trouble  in  preparing  and  pitching  it  in  with 
great  care,  and  if  one  was  to  ask  them  why,  the 
answer  would  be,  "  "Well,  it  looks  a  very  likely 
place,"  whilst  the  particular  fish  they  are  after  is 
certainly  not  there  nor  likely  to  be.  Sometimes  I 
have  noticed  that  everything  possible  has  been 
against  them — wind,  water,  and  temperature.  The 
fact  is,  at  this  period  of  the  year  many  anglers  go 
to  strange  waters  to  stay  for  a  few  days  or  a  week, 
and  are  much  too  eager  to  begin,  before  they  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  find  out  anjiihing  really  worth 
knowing  about  the  fishery  or  the  best  baits  and 
tackle  to  use. 

Not  long  ago  two  London  anglers  I  happen  to 
know  went  to  what  is  called  the  "  King's  Fleet  " 
and  caught  901b.  of  roach,  rudd,  perch,  tench,  and 
eels.  Several  anglers  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
up  to  the  time  of  their  visit  had  not  taken  90oz., 
and  only  one  tench.  One  angler  who  was  there  on 
the  first  day  of  their  visit,  took  about  a  dozen 
small  fish,  and  was  quite  annoyed  with  the  keeper 
because  he  did  not  have  similar  sport. 

I  cannot'  understand  how  the  keeper  kept  his 
temper,  for  he  sent  him  to  a  freshly-baited  swim, 
and  it  had  no  more  to  do  with  him  than  old 
Mother  Hubbard,  for  the  fish  were  simply  biting 
at  one  end  of  the  lake  above  the  weeds  and  not  at 
the  other  in  from  seven  to  nine  feet  of  water, 
that  was  all.  Another  thing,  he  had  a  lady  with 
him,  and  he  could  no  more  have  taken  the  punt 
through  the  great  masses  of  weeds  and  fixed  the 
same  at  one  particular  point  than  he  could  have 
flown. 

Each  anchor  required  to  be  dropped  in  one  spot 
almost  at  the  same  moment  and  the  two  pieces  of 
rope  tied  at  equal  distances  on  the  chains  to 
prevent  the  boat  from  swaying  in  the  wind ;  the 
greatest  quiet  had  to  be  observed  and  long  casts 
made,  the  water  being  as  clear  as  crystal.  The 
habit  that  many  anglers  have  of  trying  anywhere 
as  fancy  directs  or  inclination  suggests,  and  throw- 
ing in  a  mass  of  ground  bait  on  spec,  is  more  often 
than  not  the  reason  why  they  fail.  Both  valuable 
time  and  ground-bait  are  wasted. 

I  have  known  anglers  bait  swims  for  bream  and 
barbel  with  ithousands  of  worms  without  catching  a 
single  fish,  for  the  simple  reason  that  they  were 
not  there  to  catch.  For  instance,  a  shoal  of  bream 
will  leave  a  hole,  eddy,  slack,  or  pool  all  of  a  sudden 
(more  especially  in  drains  and  moderate-sized  rivers) 
and  not  revisit  it  for  days,  so  it  comes  to  this,  if 
an  angler  wUl  not  locate  the  bream  he  must  either 
go  after  this  wandering  fish  or  wait  for  him.  My 
experience  is  that  a  great  number  of  these  very 
likely -looking  places  are  often  the  very  worst.  The 
few  fish  they  sometimes  contain  are  not  worth 
taking,  and  far  too  many  anglers  of  the  "  chuck 
and  chance"  sort  try  their  luck  with  all  sorts  of 
baits  and  tackle  with  such  industry  that  good  fish 
will  not  frequent  them.  In  rivers  of  any  size  bream 
generally  keep  to  the  deeps  where  they  may  often 
be  seen  priming  and  playing,  both  very  early  and 
late,  and,  even  after  properly  baiting  on  these 
occasions,  they  are  not  always  to  be  caught,  but 
one  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  fish 
are  there.  I  have  located  the  following  fish  from 
their  habit  of  priming,  basking,  "  picking "  or. 
leaping  out  of  the  water  or  showing  on  the  smr- 
face : — Bream,  roach,  barbel,  chub,  dace,  eels, 
bleak,  tench,  carp,  trout,  and  salmon.  I  have  seen 
carp  make  splash  after  splash  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  distant  in  a  comer  of  a  big  lake  like  terriers 
jumping  into  the  water  from  a  boat. 

Some  anglers  think  carp  never  jump  out  of  the 
water,  but  I  know  that  they  do.  On  other  occa- 
sions I  have  envied  carp  up  to  111b.  in  weight 
serenely  basking  in  the  sun,  with  their  back  fins  out 
of  the  water ;  therefore,  I  say  locate  your  fish,  and 
after  making  quite  certain  where  they  frequent — that 
is,  where  the  angler  has  seen  tench,  roach,  and  bream 
priming,  barbel  "  picking  "  or  leaping  out  of  the 
water,  perch  making  the  small  fry  dart  and  "  scuttle  " 
in  the  shallows  (I  have  seen  this  going  on  only  a 
few  yards  off),  carp  rolling  or  gambolling,  more 
especially  on  warm,  muggy  nights — should  ground- 
bait  accordingly.  I  think  I  have  seen  this  before 
somewhere.  It  is  the  rock  on  which  many  anglers 
split.  It  is  a  deep  subject,  and  requires  a  very 
experienced  angler  to  tackle  it ;  in  fact,  so  much  is 


this  the  case,  that  I  believe  every  angler  of  much 
experience  could  write  a  book  on  this  subject 
alone ;  at  any  rate,  I  have  known  several  very 
experienced  anglers  spoil  the  best  swims  with 
grains,  worms,  wheat,  and  especially  greaves,  for 
days  together.  I  never  saw  such  a  mass  of  ground- 
bait  as  many  of  the  Sheffield  anglers  pitch  into 
still  and  pond-like  waters. 

Thus,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  August  17, 
page  114,  it  says  : — "  Many  of  the  lengths  of  drains 
about  Boston  are  suffering  from  ground-bait  sick- 
ness. Some  of  the  fish  are  so  cloyed  that  they 
will  not  touch  the  daintiest  bait."  I  wonder  in 
how  many  other  places  in  the  kingdom  a  similar 
state  of  affairs  prevails,  and  yet  they  will  "keep  on 
a  going  on."  I  admit  that  nearly  all  the  ground- 
bait  thrown  in  by  your  Sheffield  angler  is  clean  and 
fresh,  but  sooner  or  later  it  must  become  sour,  go 
bad,  and  have  a  most  deleterious  effect ;  and  if  one 
has  located  the  fish,  and  one  knows  that  they  are 
there  before  throwing  in  so  much  ground-bait,  and 
horrible  mixtures  generally,  I  advise  the  novice  to 
go  more  sensibly  to  work,  try  another  tack,  use  as 
little  ground-bait  as  possible,  work  hard,  and  see 
what  sport  a  swim  is  likely  to  give  before  throwing 
in  so  much  stuff  to  make  the  fish  become  so  cloyed 
that  they  will  not  touch  the  daintiest  bait.  At  any 
rate,  he  could  not  be  worse  off  and  might  possibly 
be  a  gi-eat  deal  better.  I  have  frequently  had  very 
good  takes  of  fish  with  using  extremely  little 
ground-bait  on  occasions  when  I  feel  certain  if  I 
had  used  a  quarter  that  I  have  seen  used  I  should 
have  caught  very  few  fish  indeed.    Old  Amglee. 


SOME    NOTES    ON    WOEM  AND 
MINNOW  FISHING  IN  CLEAE 
WATEE. 


When  a  man  states  contemptuously  that  the 
above  methods  of  angling  are  beneath  the  notice 
of  a  true  angler,  as  I  have  heard  many  a  one  do,  I 
feel  sure  that  it  is  one  of  two  things  that  prompts 
him  to  do  so — namely,  either  he  does  not  know 
what  he  is  talking  about,  or  else  he  has  tried  his 
hand  at  the  game  and  signally  failed.  I  have 
practised  both  styles,  with  great  pleasure  and 
profit,  for  close  on  forty  years,  and  it  is  with  a 
view  of  imparting  to  your  readers  a  few  wrinkles 
gained  during  that  period  that  I  am  writing  the 
present  article.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  those  who  essay  these  baits  only 
during  a  flooded  condition  of  the  water,  as  in  the 
latter  case  anyone  can  catch  trout,  but  in  low, 
clear  water  it  is  really  artistic  work. 

To  commence  with,  I  may  say  that  the  angler 
must  wade,  not  to  any  depth,  but  just  sufficiently 
to  enable  him  to  stalk  his  fish,  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  under  the  conditions  of  water  and 
weather  when  these  two  branches  of  fishing  prove 
most  deadly.  I  generally  use  the  same  rod  for 
both — namely,  a  built  cane  one,  closely  wrapped, 
such  as  the  Hampshire  men  use  for  dry  fly,  12ft. 
long.  For  worm  fishing  your  ordinary  fly  reel  and 
line  will  do,  but  for  minnow  employ  a  3in.  Slater's 
combination  reel,  made  of  ebonite,  and  a  No.  3 
best  imdressed  plaited  silk  line ;  be  sure  it  is 
plaited  and  the  very  best  quality ;  in  these  days  of 
cheapness  too  much  cotton  enters  into  the  com- 
position of  some  of  these  lines.  "With  these  pre- 
liminary remarks,  I  will  proceed  to  describe  the  art 
of  worm  fishing. 

There  are  three  styles  or  patterns  of  tackle — 
namely,  the  single  hook,  the  two-hook  or  Pennell 
tackle,  and  the  three-hook  or  Stewart  tackle,  as  it 
is  termed.  A  fourth  pattern  called  the  Bibby  has 
recently  been  introduced,  which  consists  of  a  single 
No.  10  Kendal  sneck,  above  which  is  tied  to  a 
short  separate  strand  of  gut  a  No.  3  Kendal  sneck. 
A  correspondent  in  this  journal  wrote  a  short  time 
ago  complaining  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by 
the  worm  rolling  itself  up  into  a  ball  or  knot.  With 
this  new  tackle,  which  was  first  shown  to  me  by 
the  inventor,  Mr.  W.  Bibby,  of  Manchester,  this 
•  evil  is  obviated. 

There  is  one  advantage  about  the  single  hook — 
it  does  not  catch  obstructions  at  the  bottom  so 
readily;  but  my  favourite  is  the  Pennel,  and  I 
seldom  use  any  other.  Then,  again,  comes  the 
question  of  shot.  In  slow,  shallow  streams  I  never 
use  any,  but  when  you  are  fishing  in  narrow 
channels  of  sharp  running  water  a  minute  piece  of 
fine  lead  wire  may  be  attached  to  the  gut  about 
ten  inches  above  the  hook  and  detached  easily 
when  necessary. 


Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  of  Brighton,  who  is  an  expert  in 
this  style  of  fishing,  was  the  first  to  bring  this 
simple  method  of  weighting  to  my  notice.  Three 
yards  of  drawn  gut  should  be  the  length  of  your 
cast,  tapering  from  Ix  to  the  finest  4x.  The  best 
worm  is  undoubtedly  the  small  maiden  dew  worm, 
which,  after  a  few  days'  scouring  in  clean,  damp 
moss,  makes  a  capital  tough,  bright-looking  bait ; 
brandlings  cannot  be  toughened,  and  tlieir  dis- 
agreeable smell  is  another  objection  to  their  use. 

In  throwing  the  worm  the  angler  proceeds  very 
much  in  the  same  style  as  in  casting  a  fly,  only  the 
line  is  extended  behind  you  for  a  moment  before 
being  returned,  otherwise  the  worm  would  be  flicked 
off.  A  good  worm  ifisher  can  cast  his  bait  to  an 
inch  and  without  any  splash  in  the  shallowest  of 
water.  In  long  streamy  pieces  of  water,  such  as 
are  common  on  such^rivers  as  the  Eden,  Wharfe, 
and  Yore,  the  best  plan  is  to  fish  up  one  side  first, 
and  then  crossing  take  the  other  side,  finishing  by 
wading  iip  the  centre  of  the  river  and  casting  in  all 
the  likely  places.  It  is  really  astonishing  to  find 
trout,  and  good  ones,  too,  in  places  where  there 
is  scarcely  enough  water  to  cover  them.  On  July  4, 
1891,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford  was  fishing  with  me  on 
the  Wharfe  at  Appletreewick,  and  he  watched  me 
kill  six  good  trout  from  half-a-dozen  yards  of  water, 
not  more  than  six  inches  in  depth.  I  was  kneeling 
on  one  knee  in  the  water  and  he  was  standing 
behind  the  trunk  of  an  oak  tree  on  the  bank ;  he  was 
greatly  astonished,  for  until  the  fish  turned  at  the 
worm  he  could  not  see  anything  in  the  water.  The 
worm  must  trundle  down  stream  with  the  current 
without  the  slightest  drag  on  the  line  but  still 
without  any  slack ;  you  must  never  depend  on 
feeling  the  fish  take  the  bait  but  watch  your  line 
intently  ;  sometimes  there  is  only  a  momentary 
stoppage,  at  others  you  see  a  golden  gleam  in  the 
crystal  water,  or  on  another  occasion  a  slight  wave 
will  indicate  a  bite,  but  in  any  case  just  tighten 
your  line  with  a  turn  of  the  wrist,  and  if  it  is  a  fish 
get  him  down  below  you  as  soon  as  possible  before 
he  has  the  chance  to  spoil  your  water  above.  On 
waters  much  fished  with  the  worm  the  fish  get  at 
times  shy,  and  then  try  a  dodge  which  was  first 
told  to  me  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  who,  I  believe,  learnt 
it  from  the  Carlisle  expert,  "Dickie"  Routledge. 
It  is  simply  to  attach  a  No.  12  box  swivel  to  your 
gut  cast,  and  spin  the  worm  across  the  shallow.  I 
have  found  the  value  of  this  arrangement  on  more 
than  one  occasion. 

And  now  let  us  have  a  word  or  two  on  clear 
water  minnow  fishing.  I  have  tried  almost  every 
kind  of  tackle  that  has  been  brought  out  during  the 
past  thirty-five  years,  and  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  only  two  are  worth  trying.  They  are 
the  "  Ariel,"  which  was  first  brought  into  general 
notice  through  a  series  of  articles  written  for  this 
joiurnal,  and  one  which  I  have  christened  "  The 
Coldbeek,"  and  there  is  not  much  to  choose 
between  them.  The  "Ariel"  consists  of  a 
specially- constructed  mouth-lead  and  three  fine 
wire  treble  hooks,  the  other  one  being  only 
composed  of  a  couple  of  No.  1  bright  trebles, 
Kendal  scale.  When  fish  are  very  shy  I  sometimes 
only  use  one  mounted  on  twelve  inches  of  3x 
drawn  gut  with  a  loop  at  the  end.  Only  small 
bright  minnows  are  of  any  use,  and  the  best  method 
of  preserving  them  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  salt  them, 
or  else  paint  them  over  with  glycerine  and  carry 
them  in  a  tin  tobacco  box ;  formalin  I  do  not 
advocate  at  all.  The  following  is  the  proper  way 
to  salt  them  ;  Get  a  large  meat  dish  and  place  on 
it  a  quantity  of  dry  salt ;  into  this  put  the  minnows 
alive,  stir  them  well  among  the  salt,  and  in  a 
moment  they  are  dead ;  let  them  remain  in  the 
salt  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  and  then  straighten 
each  one  separately  and  pack  in  a  tin  box  With 
layers  of  desiccated  salt.  They  will  keep  this  way 
for  a  month,  and  when  put  in.  the  water  are  bright 
and  tough.  Besides  this,  I  believe  that  a  trout 
comes  more  eagerly  at  a  salted  minnow  than  a 
fresh  one.  To  bait  with  the  "  Ariel "  tackle  the 
lead  is  first  inserted  into  the  mouth  of  the  minnow 
and  the  two  upper  triangles  drawn  up  perfectly 
level  on  each  side  of  the  head  and  fixed  ;  the  proper 
curve  is  then  got  with  the  third  triangle.  In  the 
case  of  the  "  Coldbeek  "  a  baiting  needle  is  neces- 
sary, and  at  the  end  of  the  gut  trace  is  fixed  a 
small  watch  spring  swivel  so  that  the  tackle  can 
be  detached  in  a  moment.  Insert  the  needle  at 
the  vent  of  the  minnow  and  out  at  the  mouth, 
draw  the  triangle  close  up  to  the  vent  so  as  to 
curve  the  bait ;  if  needful  a  small  mouth  lead  with 
a  little  brass  ring  at  the  top  can  be  used,  and 
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slipped  on  or  off  as  the  necessity  of  the  strength 
u.  of  water  renders  the  change  advisable.  In  minnow 
^  fishing  the  best  plan  is  to  wear  wading  trousers  so 
Bthat  you  can  wade  up  the  middle  of  the  river  and 
Bfish  on  each  side  of  you,  casting  under  bushes, 
Fbehind  boulders,  and  in  any  little  run  where  a 

feeding  trout  is  likely  to  lie. 
|.'^  I  can  remember  the  time  when  very  few  anglers 
ever  thought  of  using  a  minnow  in  low  clear  water, 
L  and  even  now,  in  some  districts,  it  is  seldom  resorted 
[  to.  I  remember  very  well,  some  years  ago,  walking 
into  the  little  inn  near  the  station  at  Lazonby  with 
a  pannier  full  to  the  lid  with  fine  trout.  The  river 
Eden  was  dead  low,  and  the  day  a  brilliantly  fine 
one.  The  landlord  was  amazed  when  he  saw  the 
fish,  and  even  more  so  when  I  told  him  that  I  had 
caught  them  all  with  minnow.  "  Why,  has 
she  come  down?"  he  ^eried,  meaning  had  the 
river  risen.  "  No,"  I  replied,  "  its  dead  low." 
"  Why,  that's  the  rummest  go  I  ever  heard  of,"  he 
said ;  and  even  then  I  believe  he  thought  that  I 
had  killed  them  with  some  other  bait.  There  is 
another  advantage  with  respect  to  minnow  fishing 
in  clear  water — namely,  that  you  very  seldom  get 
anything  but  good  fish.  Days  of  Yoee. 


IMITATIONS  OF  COMMON  FOOD 
OF  THE  TEOUT  AND  GEAYLING. 
(Continued  from  page  110.) 

I  HAVE,  in  a  rough  way,  imitated  a  few  of  the 
common  items  of  diet  that  fish  devour.  Many  of 
these  have  been  imitated  before,  but  in  a  different 
way  from  which  I  make  mine.  By  this  I  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  that  my  patterns  are  the  best, 
and,  like  the  advertisements,  that  anglers  should 
use  no  other.  Most  of  these  imitations  can  be 
fixed  to  the  point  of  a  wet-fly  cast  and  fished  in 
conjimction  with  flies,  but,  as  a  rule,  I  prefer  to 
use  them  singly.  I  should  advise  the  angler  using 
these  to  strike  the  same  as  in  fly  fishing,  and  that 
is  immediately  the  fish  takes  the  lure.  One 
great  drawback  to  most  of  the  artificial  baits  is 
that  they  are  difi'erent  to  the  touch  from  the  real 
article,  and  the  fish  know  instinctively  that  some- 
thing is  wrong  and  eject  a  counterfeit  at  once,  so 
that  if  the  angler  wishes  to  trap  his  quarry  he  must 
be  smarter  and  quicker  than  it. 

I  have  made  mention  of  one  or  two  of  these 
baits  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  already,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  new  readers  shall  do  so  again.    I  find 
that  the  fish,  in  certain  waters,  take  a  great  many 
small  beetles  during  the  warm  months,  and,  in 
fact,  all  the  season  through  odd  specimens  are  to 
be  got  in  fish.     Some  of  these  are  terrene  and 
others  aquatic,  but  that  does  not  matter,  as  trout 
and  grayling  seem  to  make  no  difference.    I  have 
sorted  out  as  many  as  ten  distinct  varieties  from 
the  stomach  of  a  single  fish  during  the  month  of 
July.    One  of  the  artificial  patterns— a  small  black- 
beetle — comes  very  near  a  great  many  of  the  tiny 
insects  of  a  dark  colom-  which  move  about  in  warm 
weather,  and  by  rnanipulating  the  dressing  the 
shape  can  be  made  to  resemble  the  short,  thick 
beetles  like  Coch-y-Bondhu  and  the  Tortoise,  or 
the  longer  forms  like  the  Skipjacks.    One  of  these 
Skipjack  patterns  proves  to  be  a  great  attraction 
-  for  sea-trout,  finnock,  and  even  grilse.    They  were 
originally  intended  for  yellow  trout  and  grayling, 
and,  having  been   tried  on  the   Ythan   by  an 
acquaintance,  they  proved  to  be  so  deadly  for  sea- 
trout  that  he  sent  for  more.    Personally,  I  have 
caught  yellow  trout,  ^sea-trout,  grayling,  perch, 
grUse,  and,  with  a  large  black  pattern  with  legs,  I 
caught  a  kelt  salmon  while  trout  fishing  on  the 
Ythan.     During  the  summer  months,  when  all 
sorts  of  insects  are  to  be  found  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  the  very  small  hackled  patterns  are  a 
sure  means  of  taking  trout.    When  dry  flies  do  not 
work  I  generally  attach  one  of  these  to  my  cast, 
and  very  seldom  fail  to  get  on  terms  with  at  least 
one  or  two  fish.    Frequently  trout  take  the  artificial 
so  greedily  that  it  is  often  found  fixed  well  back  in 
the  gullet,  a  circumstance  which  rarely  happens 
when  fishing  with  artificial  flies  of  the  usual  kind. 
/The  reason  of  this  is,  I  believe,  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  natural  insect  itself  is  hard  and  smooth,  and 
the  difference  to  the  touch  between  the  two  is  not 
so  gi-eat  as  that  between  a  natural  and  an  artificial 
fly.    Another  little  imitation  that  does  very  well  is 
a  copy  of  the  ant.    I  often  use  these  and  find  that 
both  the  red  and  black  ants  do  very  well.  I 
never  put  wings  on  them,  as  they  kill  well  enough 
when  hackled  only. 


They  are  very  easily  made,  as  the  body  only 
consists  of  black  or  reddish-brown  silk,  as  the  case 
may  be,  slightly  waxed  and  wound,  on  so  as  to  form 
the  hea/I,  thorax,  and  abdomen,  having  the  con- 
tracted portion  between  each  division  showing  up 
well.  A  black  or  red  hackle  is  then  wound  in  at 
the  shoulder,  and  the  body  as  well  as  the  head 
should  be  touched  over  with  varnish.^  It  puts  a 
slight  gloss  on  the  body,  keeps  the  tying  in 
position,  and  renders  it  not  so  liable  to  be  cut  and 
displaced  by  the  fine  teeth  of  the  trout  which  may 
take  it.  Artificial  shrimps  kill  very  well,  and  I 
often  find  them  very  usefid. 

Everyone  that  knows  anything  about  angling  is 
aware  of  the  fact  that  the  shrimp  is  devoured  in 
great  quantities  by  nearly  all  kinds  of  fish.  It  is 
found  in  most  of  our  waters,  and  if  one  turns  up  a 
flat  stone  in  the  shallows,  a  number  of  these  queer 
little  crustaceans  will  likely  be  observed  scurrying 
away  by  a  curious  method  of  swimming.  They 
generally  swim  on  their  side  and  progress  by 
straightening  and  bending  their  bodies  into  a 
crescent  shape  alternately.  In  some  parts  of 
Scotland  they  get  curious  names,  among  which  I 
have  heard  them  termed  water-fleas,  jumpers, 
benders,  and  sciurrs.  This  last  term  is  appUed  to  a 
certain  species  of  spider  also.  However,  these 
names  do  not  prevent  the  fish  from  taking  them  in 
great  quantities,  and  when  fishing  with  the  artificial 
shrimp,  I  usually  fix  one  on  the  point  of  a  taper- 
cast  and  pinch  a  small  shot  (No.  4  or  5)  to  the  cast 
about  twelve  inches  or  so  from  the  shrimp.  It  is 
then  cast  across  stream  and  brought  towards  the 
side  by  a  jerky  motion  given  to  the  line  by  playing 
the  rod  after  the  manner  of  certain  wet-fly  fishers. 
Anglers  who  cannot  get  the  artificials  for  experiment 
should  fix  a  large  fresh-water  shrimp  on  a  small 
clear  hook  and  fish  it.  If  there  are  many  trout — 
aye,  or  other  fish — in  the  stream,  they  will  not 
have  to  wait  long  for  results.  The  artificial  shrimp 
kills  best  in  gentle,  rippling  streams  with  a  gravelly 
or  rocky  bottom. 

Another  artificial  bait  which  trout  and  grayling 
take  freely  is  an  imitation  of  the  caddis  grub.  I 
make  its  body  from  a  foundation  of  light  coloured 
wool  and  cover  the  same  with  a  strip  of  gold-beater's 
skin  or  other  animal  tissue  wound  on  spirally.  This 
is  coated  with  a  waterproofing  medium,  and  a  hackle 
is  wound  on  at  the  head  to  form  legs,  then  the  head 
is  finished  off  with  brown  shellac  varnish.  This  is 
fished  with  a  slow  sink  and  draw  movement,  but  I 
may  state  that  it  is  best  to  have  a  tiny  strip  of 
lead  foil  wound  round  the  hook  under  the  dressing 
to  sink  the  bait  properly. 

Grayling  take  this  grub  very  greedily,  as  well  as 
trout,  and  I  should  think  that  it  would  do  for 
certain  kinds  of  coarse  fish  as  well.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  worth  a  trial  at  least.  I  generally  have 
some  difficulty  in  getting  the  gold-beater's  skin, 
and  have  often  to  take  substitutes,  which  do  not 
work  so  well.  For  this  purpose  I  have  used  the 
clear  gut  skin  which  is  sometimes  seen  over  the 
stoppers  of  bottles  to  exclude  the  air.  India- 
rubber  and  gutta-percha  tissues,  when  fine  enough, 
do  very  well,  but  they  are  not  quite  transparent, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  gutta-percha  rather  fragUe. 
It,  however,  when  cut  into  fine  strips,  makes  a 
very  fair  body  for  certain  river  flies. 

During  the  spring  and  early  summer  creeper 
fishing  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  some  of 
the  border  counties.  The  creeper,  or  larva  of  the 
Stone  Fly,  is  a  great  tit-bit  to  the  trout,  and  is 
generally  found  in  streamy  shallows  under  fla^ 
stones.  Later  on,  preparatory'  to  bursting  out  of 
its  husk,  it  is  to  be  foimd  in  hiding  under  stones  on 
the  bank,  and  I  believe  it  is  from  this  habit  that  it 
derives  the  name  of  Stone  Fly.  These  larvas  are 
rather  active,  and  as  there  are  so  many  nooks  and 
corners  in  the  places  where  they  usually  frequent 
one  has  to  be  very  quick  in  taking  hold  of  them. 
During  winter,  when  the  water  is  very  cold,  I 
think  they  are  either  in  a  semi-dormant  state  or 
else  benumbed  with  the  cold,  as  I  generally  manage 
to  catch  them  with  greater  ease  at  this  tmie. 
These  natural  creepers  are  splendid  baits  for  trout 
during  the  spring,  but  they  are  not  easily  procured 
at  all  times.  The  best  places  to  capture  them, 
water-level  permitting,  is  where  the  bottom  is 
composed  .of  hard,  smooth  rod,  with  flat  stones 
lying  about  on  its  surface.  They  prefer  to  live 
where  there  is  a  gentle  stream,  and  if  a  spot  like 
this  is  to  be  found  the  creepers  can  be  caught  with 
greater  ease  than  where  the  bottom  is  very  uneven 
and  covered  with  shingle  and  gravel. 

The  artificial  creeper  is  sometimes  very  useful  to 


have,  but  it  can  only  bo  made  with  some  difficulty, 
as  the  shape  of  the  insect  does  not  admit  of  its 
beiiig  easily  copied.  A  pattern  which  I  make  from 
strips  of  quill  wound  round  a  foundation,  and 
having  legs  with  thin  wires  through  them,  comes 
near  the  natural  in  appearance.  It,  however,  lias 
a  great  drawback  in  the  fact  that  it  is  too  hard  in 
construction,  and  betrays  itself  to  the  fish  when 
they  take  it  in  their  mouths,  as  well  as  hinders  it 
from  hooking  certainly.  The  legs  have  also  to  be 
readjusted  in  shape  after  killing  a  fish,  as  they  get 
twisted  sometimes. 

Nevertheless,  I  often  kill  lots  of  good  trout  with 
these  in  the  spring.  Quick  striking  is  necessary 
when  fighing  with  the  natural  creeper,  but  much 
quicker  striking  is  necessary  when  using  its  counter- 
feit, because  trout  reject  it  instantly  when  they 
discover  that  it  is  too  hard  to  be  real.  The  creeper 
kills  very  well  in  streams  having  a  rocky  or  stonv 
bottorn,  especially  during  the  fore  part  of  the  day 
in  April  and  May.  Eed  and  green  caterpillars  are 
sometimes  taken  by  fish,  and  during  summer  I 
find  a  small  gi-een  caterpillar  very  killing  in  wooded 
streams.  The  red  catei-pillar  is  well  known  now, 
and  nearly  all  the  principal  tackle  makers  sell 
them.  They  are  used  in  some  parts  for  killing  sea- 
trout,  and  salmon  occasionally  condescend  to  take 
them.  Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  and  W. 
Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  make  very  killing  copies  of 
this  bait.  Taking  fish  with  some  of  these  imita- 
tions gives  one  almost  the  same  pleasure  as  if  the 
fish  were  taken  with  fly,  as  there  are  no  dirty  baits 
to  use  and  the  method  is  considerably  more  sports- 
manlike. If  anglers  fished  with  the  proper  thing 
at  the  proper  time,  there  woiild  be  fewer  tales  of 
fish  not  taking,  and  greater  enjoyment  would  be 
had  in  an  outing  by  those  who  get  to  the  water  but 
seldom.  Black-Beetle. 


ANGLING  TEAITS. 


Half-an-hour  spent  in  any  tackle-shop  at  a  busy 
time  will  prove  a  good  lesson  in  the  curiously 
varied  views  of  anglers  on  tackle,  and  their  methods 
of  pm-chasing  and  using  it. 

Some  know  exactly  what  they  want,  and  will  not 
be  satisfied  with  anything  even  slightly  different. 
They  are  the  men  with  ideas  and  theories  of  their 
own,  from  whose  ranks  have  come  some  of  our  best 
angling  authors,  as  well  as  some  renowned  tackle- 
makers  and  fly-tyers.  One  can  imagine  that  Walton, 
with  all  his  amiability,  in  his  determination  to  have 
exactly  the  "  tackling  "  he  required,  was  at  times 
rather  trying  to  the  worthy  air.  Margrave,  who 
dwelt  "amongst  the  booksellers  in  St.  Paul's 
Churchyard,"  and  to  the  other  tackle  dealer  he 
mentions  to  Venator,  "  Mr.  .John  Stubs,  near  to 
the  Swan  in  Golden  Lane." 

Salter,  too,  most  instructive  and  painstaking  of 
angler  authors  of  the  early  part  of  last  century, 
must  ha\-e  been  equally  particular  in  bujing  the 
tackle  he  recommends  all  to  have  who  would  be 
successful. 

I  have  in  mind  also  many  present-day  anglers 
who  by  their  peculiarities  have  commenced  by  being 
terrors  to  tackle-dealers,  but  have  soon  become 
their  best  friends  by  making  widely  kno^vn  the 
places  where  just  the  right  articles  of  angling  gear 
are  to  be  obtained.  • 

Eeaders  of  "  Eed  Spinner's "  "  Waterside 
Sketches  "  -svill  almost  lo\  ingly  remember  the  poor 
locksmith's  apprentice  whom  he  used  to  meet  at 
Henley,  whose  fortnightly  angling  jaunt  to  that 
Thames-side  pai-adise  was  the  result  of  so  much 
self-denial,  and  who  was  brimful  of  theories  on 
every  imaginable  angling  subject,  from  striking  a 
fish  to  impaling  gentles.  It  may  be  easily  imagined 
with  what  deliberation  and  care  the  poor  fellow 
expended  his  scanty  pocket-money  on  the  tackle 
with  which  he  contrived  to  "  beat  hollow  "  the  less 
reputable  angling  excm-sionists.  He  would,  doubt- 
less, be  at  first  a  troublesome  and.  perhaps; 
improfitable  customer  to  the  tackle  seller,  but  one 
of  the  best  when  out  of  apprenticeship  and 
prosperous. 

Some  men,  on  the  other  hand,  are  very  indifferent 
as  to  the  quality  of  their  tackle,  and  accept  the 
first  article  offered  them  in  response  to  their 
request  for  hooks,  lines,  floats,  etc.  The  tackle 
seller,  of  course,  does  not  know  the  conditions 
under  which  his  customer  will  use  the  tackle,  or 
he  would  supply  him  with  something  quite 
different  and  more  suitable.  Such  customers  use 
the  same  tackle  under  all  conditions  of  weather 
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and  water,  and  if  they  happen  on  a  successful  day 
with  their  coarse  gear  (for  fortune  does  occasionally 
favour  theiu)  they  will  be  faithful  to  that  form  of 
tackle  for  all  time. 

Only  lately  I  heard  a  sportsman  of  this  class  ask 
a  tackle  dealer  for  roach  hooks  on  extremely  stout 
gut,  and  explained  that  with  such  hooks  he  had 
just  made  a  large  bag  of  roach  in  tidal  water  in  the 
eastern  counties,  and  therefore  considered  he  had 
discovered  that  fine  tackle  for  roach  fishing  was  a 
mere  time-worn  delusion.  It  is  usually  the  man 
who  knows  least  who  is  quite  confident  on  every 
point. 

We  all  muuber  among  our  acqutanfcances  at  least 
one  angler  who  has  a  positive  passion  for  good 
tackle — a  passion  which  leads  hun  to  duplicate 
his  gear  to  an  extent  quite  unwarranted  by  his 
opportunities  for  the  sport.  I  have  known  one  of 
this  class  even  to  resolutely  absent  himself  from 
fishery  exhibitions  in  order  to  avoid  the  tempta- 
tions, irresistible  to  him,  of  the  sight  of  good  rods, 
flies,  reels,  and  casts,  seductively  displayed. 

One  other  such  enthusiast  of  my  acquaintance, 
however,  just  surrendered  himself  to  every  imagin- 
able tackle  temptation,  with  the  result  that  when 
he  all  too  prematiurely  joined  the  great  majority 
he  left  behind  him  a  vast  collection  of  tackle, 
sufiicient  in  quantity  and  quite  good  enough  in 
quality  to  stock  for  years  a  dozen  of  the  most 
careful  or  fastidious  anglers  that  could  be  found. 
Much  of  this  great  store  of  flies,  casts,  reel  lines, 
creels  and  bags  had  never  been  used,  and  appeared 
to  be  the  result  of  new  purchases  without  reference 
to  requirement,  just  as  a  man  will  collect  old 
china. 

The  average  country  angler,  with  sport  practically 
at  his  door,  of  which  he  can  at  will  take  the  cream 
by  choosing  the  best  opportunities,  doubtless  often 
regards  the  visiting  angler  with  amused  wonder,  on 
account  of  the  large  and  varied  assortment  of  tackle 
with  which  the  anxious  tourist  has  loaded  himself. 

Yet  the  tourist  has  only  tried  to  anticipate  every 
possible  condition  of  weather  and  water  to  enable 
him  to  redeem  his  angling  reputation  at  home  by 
scoring  some  success,  large  or  small,  under  con- 
ditions that  would  never  temjDt  the  local  man  to 
the  waterside.  The  local  man  can  afford  to  wait 
for  his  chances ;  the  tourist's  holiday  may  just 
come  to  an  end  at  the  commencemeht  of  the  right 
spell  of  weather  for  sport. 

Greville  Fennell's  Ware  cobbler  who,  by  studying 
the  chimney  smoke  and  other  weather  indications, 
managed  to  snatch  a  few  favourable  hours  and  fill 
his  basket  with  Lea  roach,  was  no  doubt  very 
lightly  equipped  for  the  sport  in  comparison  with 
the  London  anglers  who  now  make  week-end 
excursions  to  that  portion  of  the  Lea,  and  have  to 
be  prepared  to  deal  with  all  conditions,  mostly 
adverse.  Hence  the  array  of  tackle  which  might 
easily  earn  for  them  undeserved  ridicule. 

I  have  often  envied  the  local  resident  angler  his 
many  sporting  opportunities,  and  yet  perhaps  he 
never  enjoys  the  infinite  pleasures  of  anticipation 
and  preparation  which  buoy  the  hopes  and  employ 
the  spare  time  of  the  touring  enthusiast. 

The  pleasures  of  the  angler  who  can  tie  his  own 
lines,  hooks,  or  flies,  make  his  own  floats,  and  repair 
his  rods  is  far  beyond  that  of  the  man  who  leaves 
everything  of  the  sort  to  the  tackle-maker,  and  is 
helpless  when  anything  unforeseen  happens  to  his 
tackle  at  the  waterside. 

Just  such  a  capable  tackle-making  angler  is  a 
friend  of  mine  whose  outfit  is  a  model  of  practical 
neatness.  He  is  never  overloaded,  yet  never  leaves 
beliind  anything  he  may  want,  and  always  knows 
where  to  put  his  hand  readily  on  each  item  of 
tackle.  But  curiously  enough  his  orderliness  is  an 
irritation  to  another  good  angler  and  mutual  friend, 
who  never  can  say  for  certain  what  he  has  brought 
out  for  the  day's  fishing  until  after  a  long  search 
through  a  tangled  heap  turned  out  of  his  big  on 
the  river  bank.  He  is  one  of  those  who  never 
think  a  gut  line  needs  renewing  until  it  has  been 
broken  by  a  good  fish.  He  fishes  until  the  very 
last  moment  of  train-catching  time,  and  then 
places  rod  and  line  just  as  he  has  been  using  them 
on  a  shelf  in  the  fishing-hut,  with  the  line  dangling 
in  the  way  of  other  anglers. 

That  same  fishing-hut  is  a  good  index  to  the 
characters  of  those  who  frequent  it,  and  tells  with 
fair  accuracy  whether  the  traits  of  the  various  owners 
of  rods,  baskets,  waterproofs,  etc.,  run  to  method 
or  carelessness. 

Just  as  no  good  angler  is  afraid  of  soiling  his 
hands,  as  Walton  tells  us,  so  the  real  enthusiast 


has  little  regard  for  appearances.  If  a  particular 
article  is  necessary  for  the  sport,  the  thoroughbrecj 
angler  takes  care  to  bring  it  along  with  him, 
although  in  its  most  convenient  form. 

In  this  connection  I  could  never  understand  why 
so  many  midland  and  northern  anglers  cumber 
themselves  with  the  landing  nets  of  the  sort  that 
will  not  fold  up,  and  must  be  carried  fixed  to  the 
handle  and  ready  for  use  from  home  to  the  railway 
station  and  back.  My  recollection  of  Sheffield 
anglers  dates  from  the  early  seventies,  when  a 
considerable  number  of  them  attended  a  great 
angling'sweepstakes  at  Bonder's  End.  It'struck  me 
then  that  no  one  could  mistake  them  for  anything 
but  anglers,  and  that  they  must  need  much  more 
space  in  their  excursion  trains  than  would  the 
same  number  of  London  anglers. 

The  only  London  imitator  of  this  open-net  trait 
that  I  have  seen  rather  overdid  the  business,  and 
carried  a  net  fixed  to  a  handle  about  eight  feet  in 
length,  which  projected  far  beyond  his  bimdle  of 
rods.  There  was  nothing  either  practical  or  con- 
venient about  his  disregard  of  appearances. 

Mention  of  Bonder's  End  has  reminded  me  of  that 
prince  of  unobtrusive  practical  anglers,  J.  Woodard. 
There  never  could  have  been  an  angler  who  made 
less  show  of  his  tackle,  or  who  carried  with  him  so 
much  that  was  really  useful  in  less  space.  Seated 
in  the  train,  with  all  his  gear  easily  stowed  away, 
he  could  have  passed  for  anything  but  the  keen 
angler  that  he  was.  Inside  his  modest  rush  basket 
would  be  found  just  sufficient  of  the  right  bait  for 
the  day,  as  well  as  lines,  floats,  and  hooks  of  his 
own  tying  and  making  that  were  unmatched  for 
their  particular  purpose.  Poor  Woodard's  practical 
bent  for  tackle  making  will  be  gratefully  remembered 
by  many  a  London  angler  who  has  owed  his  first 
good  day's  sport  and  many  another  since  to  the 
veteran's  neat  handiwork.  J.  McDermott. 


A  MYSTERY  OF  MOOD. 


It  was  the  cold,  grey,  windy  evening  of  a  cheer- 
less day,  the  sort  of  day  which  has  no  "  fishy  "  feel. 
I  had  looked  at  the  lake  at  intervals  and  longed 
as  I  looked  for  a  warm  wind  from  the  west  and 
that  genial,  soft  feel  which  makes  for  success  through 
hope,  but  the  gr^y  water,  vexed  by  the  cold  winds 
and  traversed  by  the  swift  shadows  of  successive 
squalls,  was  sufficient  to  kill  all  zeal,  and  a  trial 
was  delayed  imtil  nearly  dusk.  Then  the  inactivity 
became  insupportable,  and  the  boat  was  launched. 
The  lake  was  a  small  one,  and  of  that  attractive 
sort  which  holds  fish  of  all  sizes,  from  the  little 
fellow  which  one  returns  to  the  lusty  pound  and  a 
half  fish  which  one  baskets  with  proper  pride  and 
a  smile  of  satisfaction  to  Fortune. 

Out  on  the  water  one  made  discoveries.  The 
wind  was  far  more  steady  than  one  supposed  from 
the  shore,  and  the  wave  was  simply  perfect,  pro- 
vided fish  were  on  the  move.  Before  the  writer 
had  had  occasion  to  bless  his  risking  of  their  mood 
•under  apparently  hopeless  conditions,  and  this 
evening  was  destined  to  drive  the  lesson  home  that 
appearances  are  deceitful.  He  was  alone  in  the 
boat  casting  with  one  hand  and  working  the  oars 
with  the  other — a  combination  of  gillie  and  angler 
which  is  satisfactorily  enough  on  calm  days  in  lakes 
which  hold  large  trout  and  in  which  one  "  fishes 
the  rise."  But  on  small  lakes  on  windy  days  it  is 
a  distinctly  bad  plan,  especially  if  the  fish  are  of 
no  great  size  and  one  must  catch  a  number  to  make 
a  decent  bag.  In  a  strong  breeze,  on  such  confined 
waters,  one  always  seems  to  be  avoiding  shipwreck 
on  lee  shores,  and  more  than  one  half  of  your  time 
is  spent  at  the  oars. 

This  evening  was  no  exception,  and  by  the 
irony  of  fate  the  fish  were  in  their  most 
taking  mood  in  spite  of  the  cold  wind,  the 
grey  sky,  and  the  immemorial  angling  tradition  as 
to  the  baneful  effect  of  such  a  climatic  combina- 
tion. There  were  no  flies  on  the  water ;  there  was 
no  apparent  cause  for  their  mood,  but  they  were 
simply  mad  for  the  fly.  Curiously  enough  the  fish 
were  all  of  a  good  size,  far  above  the  average  of 
the  lake.  On  normal  days  a  basket  of  one  hundred 
would  show  a  steady  average  of  rather  less  than 
three  to  the  poun(f ;  to-night  nothing  less  than  ilb. 
rises,  and  they  are  all  fish  of  a  certain  kind — 
migrants  from  the  lower  lake  either  of  pure  Loch 
Leven  descent  or  crosses  between  the  trout  of  the 
famous  Kinross  lake  and  the  large  yellow  trout 
which  for  many  generations  gave  sport  to  our 
angling  forefathers  in  the  loch  below.    None  are 


natives  of  the  little  loch.  This  is  all  the  more 
curious  because  the  indigenous  dwellers  arc  a 
fruitful  people.  Then  a  little  light  was  thrown  on 
the  mystery.  One  noticed  during  those  brief 
intervals  of  casting,  in  which  one  was  able  to 
indulge,  that  four  or  five  rises  followed  in  quick 
succession,  and  that  some  of  the  short  drifts  over 
the  same  water  yielded  fish  or  nothing.  It  was 
obvious,  therefore,  that  the  fish  were  moving  in 
shoals — a  well-known  habit,  within  the  writer's 
observation,  of  Loch  Leveners  in  lakes  of  which 
they  have  not  long  been  inhabitants.  By  one 
point  no  fewer  than  ten  fish  were  killed  in  succes- 
sion, thanks  to  a  friendly  rock  acting  as  a  sort  of 
quay  for  the  boat.  One  cast  four  were  hooked  and 
all  landed.  The  incident  recalled  the  writer's  first 
day  on  Loch  Leven,  the  far-off  original  home  of 
the  ancestors  of  the  trout  which  were  giving  him 
a  merry  evening's  sport,  a  day  on  which  he  rose 
four  at  one  cast,  but  was  so  surprised  that  he 
missed  the  shoal.  The  coincidence  was  certainly 
striking,  and  seemed  to  point  to  a  plausible  theory 
as  to  the  gregarious  instinct  being  more  pronounced 
in  trout  of  descent  from  reputed  migrants  than  in 
the  trout  of  real  home-keeping  habits.  The  reflec- 
tion carried  his  thoughts  to  the  shoaling  habits  of 
salmon  in  the  sea,  and  suggested  a  long  train  of 
thought  ending  in  the  unsatisfactory  recollection  of 
the  similar  habit  of  very  small  trout  in  tarns, 
which  may  be  noted  on  sunny  days  in  any  lake 
of  clear  water  holding  multitudes  of  troutlets. 
And  his  theorising  cost  him  a  big  fish.  It  came  up 
with  a  mighty  yellow  gleam,  and  was  one  of  the 
giant  natives  of  the  lower  lake — came  up  and  was 
missed,  a  fish  of  regrets  imtil  the  last  cast.  We 
have  all  failed  to  hook  such  fish.  Their  fellows 
may  rise,  but  their  equals  never  ;  they  are  the  salt 
of  the  water.  And  so  ashore,  with  one  regret  and 
twenty-nine  fine  trout,  killed  on  just  such  an 
evening  as  no  angler  with  any  faith  in  the  tradi- 
tions of  his  craft  would  wet  fly.  So  might  it  be ; 
for  if  there  were  no  mysteries  of  mood  angling 
would  be  such  an  exact  science  that  it  would  cease 
to  be  the  recreation  of  the  contemplative  man. 

Hamish  Stuart. 


DAYS  AMONG  THE  DACE. 


Next  to  the  trout  and  the  grayling  on  the  fly- 
fishers'  list  comes  the  dashing  little  dace.  Not 
always  so  very  small  either,  and  apt  to  try  tender 
tackle  when  taken  t\vo  at  a  time. 

I  confess  to  a  liking  for  this  kind  of  thing, 
though  many  trout  fishers  think  it  beneath  their 
notice. 

As  it  happened,  my  sport  on  the  last  occasion 
was  varied  by  the  capture  of  about  a  dozen  of  the 
nobler  fish,  though  most  of  them  had  to  be 
returned.  It  is  curious  to  notice  how  different  is 
their  way  of  taking  the  fly  from  the  half-hearted 
style  affected  by  the  dace  The  trout  nearly  always 
had  the  fly  just  after  it  alighted  and  before  it  began 
to  sink,  and  they  took  it  with  a  dash,  generally 
lifting  their  noses  quite  out  of  the  water  in  rising, 
so  that  you  could  see  it  was  a  trout  before  the  play 
(so  different  from  that  of  the  dace)  had  even  begun. 
Many  of  the  trout  were  scarcely  larger  than  the 
dace,  but  nearly  all  made  a  stubborn  fight.  To  do 
the  dace  justice,  many  of  them  did  a  good  deal  in 
the  acrobatic  line,  one  jumping  two  or  three  times 
before  he  was  done. 

When  dace  are  really  on  the  feed  the  sport  is  fast 
and  furious,  and  it  is  easy  to  catch  more  than  you 
care  to  carry ;  but  this  did  not  occur  during  my 
August  outing,  the  fish  being  hard  to  tempt  on 
both  of  my  days,  and  two  or  three  dozen  a  day  was 
all  I  could  get  by  the  most  careful  casting. 

Another  angler  had  a  similar  experience,  and  he 
was,  I  hear,  an  experienced  dace  fisher.  After  all, 
we  had  enough  sport  always  to  keep  up  the  interest, 
and  our  muscles  are  the  better  for  the  constant 
gentle  exercise. 

The  weather  was  windy  and  threatening,  and 
this  is  bad  for  dace ;  and  makes  the  dry  fly  (my 
favourite  method)  almost  useless.  Not  one  fish  in 
a  dozen  took  the  fly  till  it  had  been  sunk,  ^and  they^ 
mostly  followed  it  cautiously,  without  taking  at  all. 
When  they  did  take  the  only  indication  was  a 
slight  extra  wave,  and  this  had  to  be  responded  to 
by  a  quick  but  gentle  strike.  It  is  just  this  knack 
that  is  so  difficult  to  learn,  and  I  am  far  from 
perfect  with  it  at  present,  having  only  practised  it 
about  forty  years. 

As  to  flies,  the  Red  Tag  (peacock  herl  body) 
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seemed  as  good  as  any,  but  a  curious  Brown  Hackle, 
given  me  by  a  friend  (who  was  so  devoted  to  the 
dry  fly  that  he  scarcely  caught  anything),  killed 
very  well  on  one  day,  both  as  wet  and  dry  fly,  chiefly, 
I  think,  in  wet  form,  though  the  trout  preferred  it 
dry.  It  should  be  noted  that  in  bright  and  calm 
weather  the  dry  fly  is  much  the  best  method,  even 
for  dace;  and  the  larger  the  dace  are  the  more 
difiicult  it  is  to  get  them  on  the  wet  fly. 

Of  course,  I  was  using  two  or  three  flies,  for  when 
fishing  wet  the  chances  of  sport  are  increased  by 
^   this  plan,  and  it  is  of  little  disadvantage  among 
K   dace  in  any  case,  unless  they  rim  to  fib.  or  so, 
which  seldom  happens. 

■  Now  that  trout  fishing  worth  having  is  so  very 
W  expensive,  it  is  well  worth  while  for  anglers  whose 
means  are  limited  to  devote  some  of  their  time, 
after  Jime,  to  the  lively  dace,  and,  I  fancy,  that 
one  of  the  very  best  rivers  is  the  Lark,  while  the 
Welland  will  afibrd  similar  sport,  only  the  fish  will 
be  mostly  roach,  a  disadvantage  both  as  to  sport 
and  table,  for  dace,  well  cooked,  are  very  good. 

There  are  magnificent  shoals  of  heavy  dace  in 
the  Hampshire  Avon,^but  this  is  a  comparatively 
expensive  river  to  fish,  and  one  advantage  claimed 
by  dace  fishing  is  that  it  is  neither  very  difficult 
nor  very  dear,  while  trout  fishing  is  both. 

Let  not  the  inexperienced  fly  fisher  imagine, 
however,  that  he  has  only  to  chuck  three  flies 
heavily  into  the  shoal  and  pull  out  dace  by  the 
dozen.  It  is  far  otherwise,  the  rules  as  to  keeping 
low  down  and  fishing  fine  and  far  off  applying  in  a 
degree  to  all  fishing,  though  the  dace  fisher  who 
neglects  them  may  catch  a  few  fish  when  they  are 
feeding  well ;  otherwise  he  wiU  go  home  with  an 
empty  basket.  J.  Paul  Taylor, 


TWO  QUIET  HALF-HOUES. 

I  HAD  been  fishing  a  lake  in  the  Jeederen  in 
South  Norway,  to  which  we  had  driven  some  seven 
miles  in  a  springless  cart.  The  lake  flows  directly 
mto  the  sea,  there  being  a  good  pool  where  the 
stream  comes  out  of  the  lake,  but  the  rest  of  the 
stream  flows  merely  through  sands,  over  which  it 
spreads,  making  a  large  shallow  lagoon.  The  lake 
had  disappointed  us.  As  a  rule,  one  got  a  good 
basket  of  brown  and  white  trout  and  an  occasional 
grilse,  but  on  this  day,  after  fishing  from  ten  to 
four,  the  results  were  very  meagre.  I  therefore 
put  my  creel  into  the  cart,  and  not  caring  to  leave 
my  rod  to  be  experimented  on  by  the  natives,  I 
took  it  with  me;  then  removing  my  shoes  and 
stockings,  waded  straight  out  on  to  the  spit  of  sand 
which  divides  the  stream  and  lagoon  from  the  sea. 

I  walked  along  it  for  about  half  a  mile,  and  then 
came  to  a  few  scattered  rocks  through  which  the 
stream  flowed  into  the  sea.  The  waves  were 
breaking  idly  over  the  spit,  and  just  lapping  into 
a  pool,  which  was  about  eight  yards  wide  and 
extended  for  some  twenty  yards.  I  liked  the  look 
of  It  and  determined  to  have  a  cast.  I  had  a  Priest 
(silver  body,  black  hackle,  no  wings)  on  my  tail 
and  some  sort  of  teal  wing  as  a  drop.  I  stood  far 
back  and  cast  so  that  the  flies  just  fell  into  the 
water  and  the  rest  of  the  line  was  on  the  sands. 
A  trout  rose  at  once,  and  when  he  had  done 
strugglmg  I  pulled  him  out  Norwegian  fashion  up 
the  gently  shelving  sand  and  secured  him  without 
showing  myself.  Pursuing  the  same  policy,  I 
caught  twelve  out  of  the  pool,  the  biggest  of  which 
was  a  good  pound.  I  never  showed  myself,  and 
the  other  fish  did  not  seem  to  be  disturbed  by  their 
friends  running  round  the  pool.  After  that  I  caught 
no  more ;  my  Priest  was  too  dishevelled,  his  tmsel 
body  tattered  and  his  black  cassock  sadly  rent  As 
they  refused  to  look  at  my  other  fly,  I  thought  I 
would  look  at  them.  I  waded  across  the  shallow 
stream  and  laid  down  on  the  rock— the  main 
cause  of  the  pool,  which  was  pretty  deep 
Ihere  must  have  been  quite  fifty  there,  from  jib 
up  to  lib.  They  had  e%idently  just  come  in  from 
the  sea,  and  thought  the  stream  too  shallow  for 
the  moment  to  move  on.  I  have  often  wondered 
how  many  I  should  have  secured  if  my  clerical 
fnend  had  not  failed  me. 

***** 

Another  half-hour  of  small  things,  but  one  which 
trom  a  culinary  point,  if  no  other,  we  were  glad  of. 
msonally  I  rejoiced  also,  as  I  discovered  for  my- 
self what  most  fishermen  know—the  time  to  fish 

1  ^T"^'^  ^^^'^^  ^  g^®^*  "^ig  <louble  lake  which 
extends  for  two  or  three  miles  along  the  Bry^gen 


road.  It  lies  just  at  the  top  of  a  gully  and  there  is 
almost  always  a  draught  between  the  mountains, 
consequently  the  lake  is  generally  ruffled.  My 
giUie  boy  always  declared  that  it  was  full  of 
"  "  fish,  and  that  he  himsalf  had  seen  one  of 
141b.  taken  out  of  it  in  a  net.  The  natives  differed 
as  to  what  it  contained ;  some  said  trout,  others 
char.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  trout  anywhere 
in  this  lake,  though  the  one  just  beyond  it  and 
below  it  is  well  provided  with  fine  trout.  Several 
of  us  fished  the  big  lake  from  the  shore,  selecting 
days  when  a  kindly  breeze  swept  it,  or  a  more 
violent  wind  made  its  little  waves  curl,  but  all  in 
vain,  the  total  catch  being  two  or  three  very  small 
char. 

One  evening,  coming  back  from  the  further  lake 
about  six  o'clock,  I  walked  on  to  stretch  my  legs, 
leaving  the  cart  to  overtake  me.  The  wind  had 
dropped  and  it  was  absolutely  calm.  I  saw  a 
dimple  on  the  oily  surface  and  could  not  resist  a 
cast,  not  expecting  success  owing  to  the  state  of 
the  water.  I  immediately  got  a  char,  and  then 
another.  The  cart,  with  my  friend  in  it,  came  up, 
and  I  got  in,  but  had  myself  deposited  at  the  end 
of  the  lake  nearer  home,  where  I  more  than  half 
filled  my  basket  in  a  short  time,  and  then  trotted 
home  to  supper.  I  am  still  hoping  for  a  day  when 
I  shall  find  that  lake  calm  once  more.  From  the 
pace  at  which  they  rose  they  are  linked  in  my 
mmd  with  the  South  Norwegian  trout  in  the  little 
ssa-Pool-  Castor. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  BooJc  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  .Greville  Fennell.) 
(Continued  frotn  page  111.) 

CHAPTEE  YI.— continued. 
Natural  Ant  Fly.— Walton  tells  us  to  "Take 
the  blackish  ant  fly  out  of  the  mole-hill  or  ant- 
hill, in  which  place  you  shall  find  them  in  the 
month  of  June  ;  or,  if  that  be  too  early  in  the  year, 
then  doubtless  you  may  find  them  in  July,  August' 
and  most  of  September.  Gather  them  alive,  with 
both  their  wings,  and  then  put  them  into  a  glass 
that  will  hold  a  quart  or  pottle  ;  but  first  put  into 
the  glass  a  handful,  or  more,  of  the  moist  earth  out 
of  which  you  gather  them,  and  as  much  of  the  roots 
of  the  grass  of  the  said  hillock  ;  and  then  put  in 
the  flies  gently,  that  they  lose  not  then:  wings, 
lay  a  clod  of  earth  over  it,  and  then  so  many  as  are 
put  into  the  glass  without  bruising  will  live  there  a 
month  or  more,  and  be  always  in  readiness  for  you 
to  fish  with.  But  if  you  would  have  them  keep 
longer,  then  get  any  great  earthen  pot,  or  barrel  of 
three  or  four  gaUons,  which  is  better;  then  wash 
your  barrel  with  water  and  honey,  and  having  put 
mto  it  a  quantity  of  earth  and  grass  roots,  then  put 
in  yoiu-  flies,  and  cover  it,  and  they  will  live  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  These  in  any  stream  and  clear 
water  are  a  deadly  bait  for  roach  or  dace,  or  for  a 
chub ;  and  your  rule  is  to  fish  not  less  than  a 
handful  from  the  bottom." 

Baiting.- At  the  risk  of  repetition  we  wiU  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  baiting. 

Lobworm.— A  small  one  should  be  selected 
bright,  clear,  and  lively,  with  a  flat  tail;  after 
selection  it  should  be  rolled  in  dry  sand  or  dust 
which  absorbs  the  slime,  and  renders  it  easy  to 
hold,  and  then  the  point  of  a  No.  5  hook  passed 
through  from  the  head  to  within  a  quarter  of  an 
mch  of  the  tail.    Sometimes  the  tail  only  is  used 

Eed  Worms  are  baited  in  the  same  manner  on 
a  hook  about  No.  8  or  9.  ' 

Paste.— There  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  proper  size  of  paste  baits,  but  much  must 
always  depend  on  the  size  of  the  fish  and  the  nature 
of  the  water.  On  the  Thames  it  would  be  folly 
to  use  a  piece  larger  than  a  pea,  whereas  in  the 
Norfolk  rivers  a  piece  equal  to  four  or  five  tunes 
that  size  would  not  be  too  much.  The  hook  a 
short  shank  one,  9  to  11,  ought  to  be  well  covered, 
but  if  a  large  bait  be  used  it  is  better  to  employ  a 
small  triangle,  which  holds  the  paste  better,  and 
IS  much  more  certain  in  its  operation. 

Gentles.— Here  again  doctors  differ,  and  there 
are  several  methods  of  using  this  valuable  bait. 
Anglers  are  recommended  to  employ  them  well 
scoured ;  now  all  our  ex-perience  goes  to  prove  that 
the  newer  and  more  offensive  they  are— to  our 
olfactories— the  more  thefish  prizethem.  Therefore, 
we  say,  advisedly,  always  use  imscoured  gentles 
for  choice.    Many  use  a  No.  8  or  9  hook,  on  which 


they  thread  three  or  four  gentles,  putting  the  point 
of  the  hook  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the 
thick  end  and  bringing  it  out  there,  except  the  last, 
with  which  the  point  is  covered.  When  roach  are 
large  and  ravenous  this  plan  will  take  them  very 
well,  but  if  shy  they  only  nibble  the  extremities  of 
the  gentles  without  touching  the  hook.  Another 
plan  is  to  thread  one  gentle,  so  as  to  make  it  cover 
the  shank  of  the  hook,  and  then  fix  another  on  the 
point,  the  hook  being  10  or  11.  One  good  and 
successful  fisherman  we  know  squeezes  the  gentle 
on  the  shank  so  as  only  to  leave  the  skin.  Our 
favourite  plan  is  to  use  only  one  gentle  of  the 
largest  size;  through  the  thick  end  of  this,  just 
under  the  skin,  we  pass  a  very  sharp  hook,  about 
No.  13  or  14,  with  a  short  shank.  The  hook,  being 
so  small,  is  not  noticed,  the  bait  is  almost  uninjured, 
and  nothing  impedes  the  passage  of  the  hook  into 
the  tough  skin  of  the  roach. 

An  anonymous  writer  says :  "  Don't  pierce  the 
gentle  at  all,  but  insert  the  hook  as  finely  as  possible 
in  a  portion,  and  at  the  edge,  of  the  blunt  and  tough 
end  of  the  gentle  ;  this  done,  put  on  another  in  the 
same  way,  until  you  have  three,  four,  five,  six,  or 
even  more,  according  to  the  size  of  the  hook.  The 
hook  thus  baited  has  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
a  ring  with  a  few  short  keys  upon  it,  and  the  effect 
will  be  that  the  gentles,  instead  of  being  killed  and 
mangled,  enter  the  water  full  of  life,  and  move 
about  like  the  snakes  upon  the  head  of  Medusa." 

Wasp-grub.— This  bait  is  extremely  tender,  and 
we  know  of  no  better  plan  of  using  it  than  the  last 
mentioned,  with  a  hook  about  No.  12. 

Fresh-water  Shrimp,  if  alive,  should  be  hooked 
through  the  tail,  the  point  coming  out  at  the  upper 
side. 

Tripe  and  Pork-skin  should  be  cut  into  thin 
strips ;  these  and  the  chrysalis,  caddis-worm,  and 
meal-worm  may  be  aU  used  as  the  single  gentle. 

Natural  Flies  may  be  hooked  trans\'ersely 
through  the  shoulders,  or  by  entermg  the  point 
between  the  wings  and  bringing  it  out  through 
the  back  ;  in  either  method  a  small  hook  made  of 
fine  wire  should  be  employed. 

"  In  many  of  the  hot  months  roach  may  also  be 
caught  thus :  Take  a  May  Fly  or  Ant  Fly,  sink  him 
with  a  little  lead  to  the  bottom,  near  to  the  pOes 
or  posts  of  a  bridge,  or  near  to  any  posts  of  a  weir, 
I  mean  any  deep  place  where  roach  lie  quietly,  and 
then  pull  your  fly  up  very  leism-ely,  and  usually  a 
roach  will  follow  your  bait  up  to  the  very  top  of 
the  water,  and  gaze  on  it  there,  then  swim^  at  and 
take  it,  lest  the  fly  should  fly  away  from  him,"— 
Sir  J.  HawHns.  ^ 


CHAPTER  VII. 
fishing  in  the  lea — tackle,  ground  bait,  etc.  

tidal  waters  NORFOLK  BROADS — POND  FISHING 

—  FLY-FISHING  FOR  ROACH  —  THE  NOTTINGHAM 
STYLE. 

Fishing  in  the  Lea.— The  method  of  roach 
fishing,  which  may  have  originated  on  the  Lea, 
and  still  is  often  called  the  Lea  style,  is  now 
followed  by  roach  fishers  all  over  the  country.  It 
must  be  one  of  the  oldest  forms  of  angling  still 
extant,  for  its  peculiarity  lies  in  the  absence  of 
running  tackle.  Fierce  and  terrible  wordy  warfare 
sometimes  rages  between  the  advocates  of  the 
Nottingham  and  Lea  methods.  I  venture  to  assert 
that  neither  side  is  better  than  the  other,  but 
that  each  is  suited  to  particular  kinds  of  swims. 
With  the  Lea  tackle,  in  which  the  float  is  kept  just 
under  the  point  of  the  rod,  the  slightest  bite  can  be 
observed,  and  can  be  followed  by  the  quickest 
possible  strike.  Undoubtedly,  therefore,  this 
method  is  the  better,  if  the  water  is  not  very  rapid 
and  of  such  a  depth  that  the  shadow  of  the  rod  on 
the  water  is  unnoticed  by  the  fish.  But  if  the  swim 
be  shallow  and  the  water  more  or  less  clear,  then 
it  is  obviously  of  the  greatest  importance  to  be  as 
far  from  the  fish  as  may  be  reasonably  possible, 
and  this  the  Trent  method  enables  one  to  do.  The 
Trent  angler  will  catch  roach  out  of  swims  in  which 
the  Lea  fisherman  would  rightly  consider  it  useless 
to  fish  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  in  a  deep,  quiet 
swim  a  good  Lea  fisherman  will  catch  many  more 
fish  than  the  man  from  the  Trent.  Therefore,  to 
discuss  which  is  the  better  method  borders  on  the 
ridiculous.  Both  methods  are  most  artistic,  and 
require  considerable  skill,  and  each  has  its  appro- 
priate occasions. 

The  Rod.—"  The  rod  for  the  purpose  of  Lea 
roach  fishing  should  be  made  expressly,  and  kept 
exclusively  for  this  sport.  The  material  should  be 
cane,  or  very  light  bamboo ;  it  jshould  not  be'more 
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than  foxirteen  feet  long,  the  whole  not  weighing 
many  ounces.  It  should  be  when  in  use  as  but 
one  piece,  and  so  constructed  that  it  shall  be  very 
stifif  and  yet  very  pliable.  The  superiority  of  such 
a  rod  will  be  seen  in  many  respects.  First,  it  will 
be  very  light  in  the  hand,  and  with  it  you  will  be 
able  to  strike  your  fish  with  the  greatest  quickness 
and  precision.  Secondly,  when  you  strike  it  M'ill 
not  break  your  hair  line,  as  a  heavy  one  would  be 
likely  to  do ;  and,  thirdly,  when  you  have  hooked 
your  fish  it  will  so  give  to  its  pulling  that  your  line 
will  not  break,  though  it  should  be  a  roach  of  the 
greatest  weight  they  run." — The  Bev.  Jas.  Martin, 
in  his  time  the  king  of  river  Lea  anglers. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
fost  on  Thursday  morni7ig. 

Time  of  High.  "Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

Add)**^   "     "  I^'tney.  am)''^   ■>  Richmond. 

145  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^""ISO  „  „  Twickenham. 
1 60   „     „  Baines.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  Hioh  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


25 
2e 
27 

28 
29 

30 


Morning. 

Evening. 

.  1.58   

  2.16 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remaeks.  —  Owing  to  the 
brightness  of  the  river  and  an  unfavourable  wind 
sport  on  the  Thames  during  the  week  has  been  very 
poor  as  a  rule.  Bank  anglers  have  scarcely  caught 
any  fish  in  the  daytime,  and  the  punt  anglers  have 
only  been  getting  fish  on  well  baited  swims. 
Several  anglers  have  had  bream  by  ledgering  from 
the  bank  at  night.  The  best  take  I  have 
heard  of  was  about  301b.  of  bream  caught  by 
Mr.  Bert  Wells  and  Mr.  R.  House  at  Kingston  on 
Monday.  Mr.  Wells  won  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society 
competition  withhis  best  fish  which  weighed  21b.  12Joz., 
and  Mr.  House  was  second  with  a  fish  of  21b.  6^oz. 
The  bream  were  all  caught  by  ledgering  with  gentles, 
and  were  caught  between  four  and  seven  in  the  morn- 
ing. Mr.  B.  Pope  has  had  roach  and  bream  up  to 
IJlb.  Until  there  is  a  good  heavy  rain  very  little 
sport  is  expected  as  the  water  is  very  stagnant.  Weeds 
are  still  plentiful.  At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  a  resolution  is  to  be 
proposed  that  the  society  support  the  case  of  Mr. 
Andrews,  the  Maidenhead  professional.  Mr.  L. 
Cockrell,  of  Fulham,  has  had  dace  up  to  8oz.  on  the 
fly  at  Teddington  Weir. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Iiechlade,  Cricklade,  etc.). — River  here  in 

good  order  for  roach,  chub,  and  perch.  Some  capital 
sport  has  been  had  with  these  fish,  the  former  with 
bread  paste  and  creed  wheat.  A  lot  of  chub  have  been 
caught  with  fly,  chiefly  Alder  and  Red  Soldier  Palmer. 
— The  Rambles. 

Ancholme  District.— 'The  weather  is  now  lovely 
and  sport  remains  very  good.  My  son,  Mr.  C.  Ford,  of 
London,  had  a  good  take  of  perch  at  Kelsey  Beck  Foot 
-  on  Friday  (Aug.  16),  and  good  baskets  of  bream  and 
roach  are  being  taken  all  along  the  river  from  Bishop- 
bridge  to  Ferriby  Sluice. — Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week  fishing  has  been  successful.  The  water  is  in  good 
trim,  catches  of  roach  up  to  20oz.  each,  have  been  had  ; 
several  rods  have  had  61b.  each.  London  visitors  had 
a  decent  show  of  specimen  roach  and  rudd,  and  takes 
up  to  171b.  weight  a  day.  Silver  bream  still  feeding, 
perch  are  to  the  front  some  days  up  to  IJlb.  each, 
gudgeon  are  nume  rous  and  give  sport  midday,  when 
ot  her  fish  are  ofi  the  feed.  Pike  angling  quiet  at 
present. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire). — 
These  streams  continue  in  fair  order  for  the  autumn 
troutings,  but  are  very  clear,  and  the  trout  con- 
seqientiy  very  shy;  the  evening  is  the  only  time 
to  get  a  brace.  Mr.  Reginald  Barker  has  been  fishing 
the  Fairford  Park  water  with  sport.  Mr.  Allfrey  has 
been  out  at  Williamstrip,  and  rods  have  been  out  on 
the  Hatherop,  Bibury  Court,  and  Ablington  waters. 
The  hotel  waters  at  Fairford  and  Bibmy  are  in  good 
order,  and  the  trout  rise  freely  about  noon  and  in  the 
evening.  The  Fairford  Town  pool  is  still  full  of  trout, 
all  sizeable,  from  |lb.  up  to  2Jlb.  A  fine  rainbow, 
estimated  to  be  this  weight,  can  plainly  be  seen  from 


the  bridge.  Some  of  the  townspeople  dailv  foed  the 
trout  with  bread,  which  they  swallow  freely.  Best 
flies  are  Brown  Alder,  Hare's  Lug,  Pale  Autumn  Dun, 
and  Moths  for  evening  fishing. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — Very  little  improvement  in- 
deed can  be  reported  of  the  rivers.  The  slight  spate 
of  last  week  was  helpful,  but  now  the  waters  have 
gone  back  to  the  extremely  low  level  they  have  been 
at  for  months.  One  or  two  peal  have  been  got  on  the 
Camel  and  Fowey,  and  over  the  border  on  the  Tavy, 
but  nothing  out  of  the  usual  has  happened  for  weeks. 
— Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — A  nice  lot  of  fresh 
water  came  down  on  Wednesday  last,  and  has  had  the 
effect  of  moving  the  peal  to  the  moorland  water. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill,  small 
catches  having  been  made  by  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green  a 
couple  of  evenings  since.  On  Thursday,  Aug.  15, 
Captain  Ryan  secured  two  peal,  and  on  Friday  Mr. 
Soper  landed  a  brace.  Fishing  at  Staverton,  Mr. 
Thomas  has  had  good  sport  with  peal.  Although  the 
fish  have  gone  up  the  river  there  is  evidence  that  a 
fresh  lot  are  running  in  again.  The  water  has  been 
slightly  raised  by  the  recent  rain.  The  Dartmoor 
otter  hounds  met  at  Staverton  on  Saturday,  Aug.  17, 
and  kept  a  good  scent  for  some  time,  but  the  water 
was  too  big  for  them  to  make  a  kill. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.) — We  have  had  some 
heavy  thunderstorms  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
river  has  been  swollen  and  very  thick,  but  has  now 
fined  down  (Aug.  19)  and  is  in  good  fishing  order — 
better  than  it  has  been  all  the  season.  Some  nice 
roach  were  caught  on  the  Kirkham  Abbey  water  on 
Saturday  last,  and  grayling  are  now  rising  freely. — 
H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  recent  rains  have  not 
improved  the  majority  of  Devonshire  rivers,  and 
catches  reported  have  been  very  small.  The  principal 
takes  have  been  made  at  dusk.  Peal  have  been  landed 
with  the  Silver  Doctor,  Silver  Drake,  and  Yellow 
Moth.  The  Carey  has  slightly  benefited  by  the  rain, 
but  in  the  Avon  little  or  nothing  has  been  done.  The 
peal  season  up  to  now  has  been  very  unsatisfactory. — 
Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  been  fairly  good 
on  the  smaller  streams.  The  Okeover  length  yielded 
a  good  take  to  one  of  the  members  on  Monday,  Aug.  12, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  several  pools 
hereabouts. — D.  &  W.  H.  Foster. 

Xisk  (Whitby). — An  increased  number  of  anglers 
have  plied  the  rod  on  this  river  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  after  the  rise  of  water  reported  a  week  or 
two  ago  some  fair  sport  was  experienced,  the  fish 
landed  being  of  average  quality.  It  is  feared,  however, 
that  the  water  will  now  again  run  too  low  for  re- 
munerative sport,  as  the  conditions  are  again  be- 
coming somewhat  dry.  A  good  spate  would  certainly 
improve  matters.  Sea  angling  from  the  piers  and  at 
sea  is  freely  indulged  in,  whiting,  haddock,  gurnet, 
dabs,  etc.,  being  plentiful.  As  yet  harbour  fishing  has 
only  provided  moderate  sport,  yet  fair  numbers  of 
small  fry  are  being  secured  daily  by  enthusiastic 
anglers. — -J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  continued  hot 
and  dry  weather  has  practically  put  a  stop  to  angling 
generally,  and  only  enthusiasts  have  the  courage  to 
vent)ure  on  the  warpath  in  the  early  mornings  and 
evenings.  I  have  received  from  the  secretary  of  the 
Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers  their  usual 
annual  close  season  notices,  and  the  salmon  netting 
closes  Sept.  1  to  March  1  next,  except  that  part  of  the 
Exe  district  which  lies  above  a  straight  line  from 
Woodbury-road  Station,  through  the  perch  at  Tarf, 
to  the  west  bank  of  the  river.  The  close  season  ter- 
minates on  April  15  ifor  salmon.  A  few  trout  have 
been  caught  at  Brampford  Speke,  Upper  Bxe,  and 
Tiverton,  but  prospects  are  not  promising  at  present. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cam¥s.) — 
Angling  in  this  district  is  now  fairly  good.  A  great 
many  fish  have  been  caught,  mostly  roach.  Greed 
wheat  seems  to  be  the  most  captivating  bait,  and 
many  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  drains 
about  Wisbech.  Jackson's  Hole  on  the  Glen  at 
Surfleet  continues  to  yield  good  sport  among  bream. 
Roach  in  this  stream  are  by  no  means  large.  Reports 
from  the  Forty-foot  are  also  encouraging.  About 
Billingborough  baskets  running  up  to  201b.  of  roach 
were  captured  about  the  railway-bridge,  whilst  in  the 
lower  end  towards  Boston  fishing  matches  have  been 
held,  where  best  takes  have  run  up  to  51b.  or  61b. 
Anglers  on  the  Welland  are  also  doing  pretty  well.— 
Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Retford  anglers 
speak  well  of .  the  fishing  about  Mattersey  and 
Sorooby.  There  roach  and  dace  are  the  chief  items. 
In  the  lower  district  towards  Althorpe  many 
Lancashire  anglers  are  now  trying  their  luck,  but 
Yorkshire  anglers  are  more  in  favour  of  the 
Trent.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Laneham  several 
experts  from  Lancashire  found  attraction  in  barbel 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  against  this  sport,  but 
those  who  have  tried  for  chub  with  wasp-grub  have 
done  very  well.    Maggots  have  led  to  the  killing  of 


bream,  roach,  and  dace.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tried 
about  Broughton  Bridge,  and  one  angler  reports  three 
fish,  61b.,  41b.,  and  3Jlb.  respectively,  with  live  bait.— L. 

Ztchen. — Very  few  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
Itchen  during  last  week,  and  I  beliove  the  best 
basket  was  2J  brace  taken  on  the  Worthys  water 
during  an  evening  rise.  Of  the  120  rainbow  trout 
turned  down  at  Chilland  this  season  68  were  landed 
during  May,  June,  and  early  part  of  July.  Most  of 
these  fish  were  returned  to  the  stream,  but  it  is  now  a 
rare  thing  to  get  a  rainbow,  and  if  one  is  caught  it  is 
almost  certain  to  be  a  male.  In  the  Meon  river, 
where  I  was  fishing  last  week,  I  took  two  rainbows— 
both  males.  Sixty  rainbows  were  put  in  above 
Wickham  in  the  early  part  ot  this  season,  and 
I  think  the  majority  of  them  have  left  seawards. 
When  the  rainbows  were  turned  down— in  both 
Itchen  and  Meon  rivers — they  were  in  spawn. 
Many  of  them  went  a  mile  or  more  up  stream,  to 
spawn  probably,  and  I  believe  the  few  rainbows  now 
about  are  those  returning  from  the  upper  reaches. 
Some  few  unfenced  English  rivers  may  be  suitable  for 
rainbow  trout,  but  this  year  experiments  on  Itchen 
and  Meon  rivers  do  not  encourage  further  stocking 
with  Sahno  iridctis.  Rainbows  appear  to  be  a  very 
long  time  about  getting  over  their  spawning  season, 
the  males  especially  are  very  slow  to  leave  the  redds. 
I  caught  some  in  the  Itchen,  as  late  as  July  15,  which 
shed  milt  when  handled. — E.  Valentine  Corrie. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Lackford).— During  the 
past  week  the  roach  fishing  along  the  Lark  stream  has 
been  exceptionally  good ;  some  fine  takes  of  roach 
have  been  recorded.  Mr.  Wallace  Enock,  on  Aug.  18, 
took  a  lot  of  fine  roach  weighing  271b.,  and  his  friend, 
fishing  with  him,  took  151b.  Mr.  Bonsall  took  a  very 
nice  lot  of  good  fish.  Mr.  Hewlett,  the  indefatigable 
secretary  of  the  Lark  Society,  had  a  few  hours,  and 
took  some  good  fish.  "Dragnet"  saw  many  of  the 
roach,  several  of  which  were  nearly  If  lb.  in  weight. 
Water  at  time  of  writing  in  good  condition  and  weeds 
cut. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  river  is  badly  in  want  of  a  good  flushing, 
as  it  is  not  only  clear  and  stale  but  very  weedy.  Much 
floating  weed  is  about,  and  angling  in  consequence  is 
out  of  the  question  in  some  places.  Little  sport  under 
the  circumstances  is  being  had.  A  nice  barbel  of  over 
41b.  has  been  landed  by  a  local  angler  at  Ponders  End, 
and  some  decent  roach  have  also  been  taken  here.  The 
best  sport  with  roach  is  reported  from  the  Ware  and 
Hertford  district,  and  here  some  good  dace  have  also 
been  taken.  At  Rye  House  the  river  is  gin  clear,  and 
no  sport  is  reported.  Bream  have  been  caught  in  the 
lower  reaches.  Trout  fishing  has  been  associated  with 
quiet  sport  on  the  Beane,  Rib,  and  Mimram.  These 
streams  are  very  low,  and  the  trout  about  as  "wild"  > 
as  they  can  be.  All  waters  would  immensely  benefit 
from  a  heavy  downpour. — Ikaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angfling^ 
Society's  Waters). — A  few  roach  have  been  taken, 
but  sport  with  the  bream  still  continues  too  good  for 
the  majority  of  the  anglers  to  abandon  it  for  anything 
else.  The  following  are  the  best  bags  of  the  Week — 
5,  4J,  4,  4,  4,  stone.  The  finest  of  roach  tackle  has  to 
be  employed  to  take  the  bream,  and  as  thev  fight 
splendidly  the  sport  afforded  is  excellent. — P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  order 
for  fishing.  The  rain  of  last  week  did  not  make  much 
difference  to  the  state  of  the  water,  and  more  is  wanted 
to  do  good.  It  refreshed  the  rivers  a  little,  and  the 
fish  have  been  on  the  feed  this  week.  Angling  has 
been  fairly  good,  and  some  nice  sized  trout  and  grayling 
have  been  accounted  for. — Gwynne. 

ItXLgg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  are  very  low  and  clear,  yet  when  weather  is  at 
all  favourable  (such  as  cloudy  or  windy)  the  smaller 
grayling,  up  to  Jib.,  are  rising  freely,  and  some  good 
baskets  bave  been  made.  Best  flies  have  been  August 
Dun,  or  Late  Brown,  Silver  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Blue 
Gnat,  Orange"  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Red  Tag.  Other 
useful  flies  are  Sky  Blue,  Quill  Gnat,  Black  Gnat, 
July  Gnat,  Yellow  Dun,  Bed  Spinner,  and  Ginger 
Moth.  Monday  (Aug.  19),  and  Tuesday  (Aug.  20),  also 
to-day  (Wednesday,  Aug.  21)  have  been  very  bright 
and  hot,  whilst  the  nights  have  been  cold,  almost 
frosty.  This  afternoon  the  glass,  which  has  been  very 
high,  has  begun  to  back.  With  tolerably  fair  weather, 
sport  in  the  coming  week  should  be  good.  The  Hawk- 
stone  otter  hounds  killed  two  otters  on  Friday  (Aug.  16), 
on  the  Ari-ow  in  the  Kington  district;  on  Thursday 
they  hunt  the  Lugg,  commencing  immediately  above 
Leominster,  #with  every  chance  of  finding. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Feterborougrh). — Although  large  numbers 
have  been  participating  in  the  angling  at  Peterborough 
there  is  nothing  special  to  report  this  week.  An  un- 
usually large  number  of  Sheffielders  have  paid  a  visit 
to  Wisbech  this  week,  and  circumstances  point  to  a 
fair  amount  of  sport.  Some  good  catches  of  bream 
and  tench  have  been  made  by  Mr.  G.  P.  Glenny,  of 
Wisbech.  His  catches  of  bream  averaged  3  to  4  stone 
per  day,  some  of  them  scaling  over  41b.  ;  two  weighed 
as  much  as  51b.  4oz.  He  also  caught  a  very  fine  tench, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  loz. — B.  A.  S. 
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otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— With  the  hot 
weather  of  last  week  the  river  has  fallen  very  low 
again  and  is  greatly  choked  with  weed  which,  never 
being  cut,  is  at  this  time  of  the  year  at  its  fullest 
exuberance.  On  Saturday  (Aug.  17)  a  rod  fishing  the 
Ottery  and  Tipton  Waters  killed  three  brace  of  good 
fish  with  the  Red  Quill  Gnat  and  Hare's  Ear  with 
gold  ribbing.  The  latter  dressed  on  a  000  hook  is  a 
grand  fly  whenever  there  is  a  rise  in  the  daytime. 
There  was  a  furious  rise  at  Tipton  on  Saturday  night 
for  a  short  time  at  8.15  p.m.,  and  the  Brown  Sedge 
proved  deadly.  The  condition  of  the  fish  is  splendid, 
no  sign  of  spawning  as  yet.  The  ticket  at  the  Rolle 
Hotel  here  is  available  up  to  the  end  of  this  month 
only. — Hebon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Notwithstanding  the 
clearness  of  the  water,  the  bream  have  fed  well 
mornings  and  evenings,  some  good  takes  of  nine  and 
•ten  to  a  rod  this  morning  by  Messrs.  Johns,  Maclean, 
and  Puckle  averaging  31b.  all  round  ;  some  very 
fine  fish  among  them  ;  perch  are  also  getting  busy 
now,  and  take  gudgeon  well.  Wheat  fetches  the  best 
roach  out  just  now,  but  none  yet  over  If  lb.  have  been 
taken  here. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  running  low  again,  but 
nevertheless  it  has  been  a  good  week  for  peal.  Mr. 
Winsor,  who  is  the  champion  peal  fisherman  on  the 
Tavy,  has  had  eleven  fine  peal  this  week,  the  largest 
weighing  101b.,  which  is  a  record  peal  for  the  Tavy. 
He  also  had  a  trufE  of  VJlb.,  and  others  varying  in 
•weight  down  to  2Jlb.  I  hear  of  several  other  smaller 
ones  being  caught  by  other  fishermen,  and  I  am  glad 
"to  be  able  to  report  that  "  our  Tommy  "  has  caught 
his  first  peal,  which  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  Well 
-done,  Tommy,  more  power  to  your  elbow  !  The  flood 
•on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  made  the  river  rise  con- 
:siderably ;  it  came  rushing  down  fine,  and  has  given 
the  peal  and  salmon  an  opportunity  to  get  well  up 
:the  river  to  spawn.  Some  nice  salmon  and  peal  have 
been  taken  on  the  Dart. — William  Hbaeder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
:nech). — All  these  rivers  are  now  in  first-rate  condition 
•for  angling,  having  quite  recovered  their  usual  level 
.•after  the  heavy  rainfall  of  last  week,  and  as  the 
■weather  is  again  settled,  with  every  appearance  of 
its  continuing  so,  anglers  are  very  busy  in  this  neigh- 
>bourhood  and  with  at  least  an  average  amount  of 
■success,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  month  of 
August  is  not  reckoned  the  best  of  the  season  for  trout ; 
.some  nice  fish  are  now  taken  especially  from  the 
Tanat  and  Cain.  The  trout  in  the  Vyrnwy  are  more 
•difiicult  to  capture,  and  are  prized  accordingly.  Very 
few  also  are  taken  from  the  Severn  in  this  vicinity, 
hut  of  coarse  fish  there  is  great  choice,  and  great 
mumbers  of  them  are  taken  by  the  holiday  visitors  in 
the  locality. — Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
•fine  bright  weather  and  but  little  rain,  rivers  are  on 
ithe  bright  side  and  angling  as  a  rule  quiet.  The  Ouse 
ias  yielded  a  few  roach  from  above  Barcombe  Flour 
Hills  and  a  few  bream  from  Hamsey.  The  best  sport 
•on  the  Adur  has  been  obtained  in  the  upper  reaches 
•above  Steyning,  where  carp  are  feeding  fairly  well. 
•Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  bream  up  to  2|lb.,  a  few 
4ench  from  below  Hunston,  and  plenty  of  small  fry. 
Eels  up  to  2|lb.  have  been  caught  with  both  live  and 
•dead  bait.  Harbour  fishermen  have  taken  bass  up  to 
'7Jlb.,  and  a  few  smelt  and  flat-fish.  Mullet  are  reported 
■from  Littlehampton. — Geoege  P.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had 
&  heavy  rainfall,  and  expect  a  run  of  salmon  and  good 
;sport  with  trout. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Teme  in  this  part  still  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  good  order 
.for  angling.  Contrary  to  expectations  the  heavy  rains 
last  week  did  not  make  but  little  difference  to  the 
•water.  It  certainly  refreshed  it,  but  did  not 
•cause  it  to  rise.  The  weather  has  been  beautiful  and 
fine;  with  cold  nights  ;  angling  has  been  better, 
and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out  of  late.  The  fish 
have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies  to  use 
are  the  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  August  and  July  Dun, 
JBlack  and  July  Gnat,  Orange  Palmer,  Red  Ant,  Coach- 
man Spinners,  Wickham  and  Hare's  Ear.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  tried  with  success  with  wasp  grub 
and  worm.    A  good  flush  of  water  is  required.— S. 

XlUDLOW. 

 (Tenbury).— The  river  in  this  part  is  now 

running  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and  a 
nice  level.  The  rain  of  last  week  refreshed  the  river, 
and  it  rose  a  little,  but  the  ground  being  so  dry  little 
got  into  the  river.  The  fish  have  been  rising  fairy  well 
■especially  in  the  evening  at  the  fly,  and  there  has 
been  a  good  few  rods  out.  Sport  has  been  steady,  but 
algood  flush  of  water  is  required  to  carry  the  weeds 
away.  Some  nice  sized  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
landed. — Wobcesteb. 

Trent  (Newark).— A  slight  rise  of  water  at  the 
■end  of  last  week  upset  barbel  fishermen's  calculations, 
and  sport  was  moderate.  On  Tuesday,  Aug.  20,  Mr. 
Oouncillor  Slater  landed  sis,  and  Mr.  C."  Chatterton 
four,  from  the  Holme  length  of  the  Trent,  and  the 
same  evening  a  six-pounder  was  caught  near  the 
town.    Roach  have  not  taken  malt  so  freely,  though 


several  fair  takes  have  been  made.  A  few  bream 
have  been  caught  by  Mr.  Fen  ton  and  others,  hut  chub 
are  very  shy.  Dace  take  gentles.  The  silver  cup  of 
the  Newark  Piscatorial  Association  was  won  by  Mr. 
A.  R.  Gurnsley  with  a  nice  take  of  81b.  Iko-/,  — 
Tebntsijjeb. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).  —  Sport  continues 
good.  Mr.  C.  Hardy  has  landed  a  61b.  pike,  besides  a 
good  basket  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Stroud  also 
secured  some  fine  roach,  one  weighing  lib.  .3oz.  At 
Crowland,  on  Saturday  morning,  Mr.  W.  C.  Smith 
caught  a  bream  twenty-three  inches  in  length,  nine 
and  a  half  inches  across,  and  weighing  4§lb.  E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
It  IS  really  marvellous  where  all  the  fish  come  from 
which  are  taken  week  after  week  from  the  Boston 
drains.  Mount  Pleasant  and  Bargate  sections  are 
literally  alive  with  roach.  Many  get  from  101b.  to 
251b.  for  a  day's  fishing,  and  most  of  the  fish 
run  from  Goz.  to  IJlb".  Tench  have  been  rather 
quiet,  but  some  very  fine  specimens  were  taken 
in  odd  instances.  The  Hobhole  drain  has  yielded 
roach  and  tench  up  to  3Jlb.  each.  The  unsettled 
weather  on  the  Witham  has  led  to  some  grumbling, 
still  roaeh  are  being  captured  with  creed  wheat' 
maggots,  bread  paste,  and  potato  bait.  Good  sport 
has  been  met  with  on  bright  sunny  days  when  there 
has  been  plenty  of  wind.  The  swims  about  Dogdyke, 
Kirkstead,  and  below  Stixwold  have  all  yielded  well.' 
Pike  fishing  has  also  had  attention.  A  monster  shoal 
of  bream  have  settled  in  the  deeps  below  Anton 
Gowts.  Two  anglers  from  a  boat  got  nearly  6  stone  of 
these  fish  the  other  day,  and  similar  specimen  baskets 
have  come  from  the  deeps  near  the  Grand  Sluice.  Big 
catches  of  roach,  however,  are  at  a  discount.  Sport  is 
not  so  very  good  among  roach  higher  up  the  river.— 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  several  nice 
little  creels  of  fish  have  been  obtained  from  both 
streams.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  the  Wye,  on  Friday 
(Aug.  16),  secured  three  and  a  half  brace,  and  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  17),fishingthe  Derwent  below  Cromford, 
took  three  brace,  all  taken  with  his  little  grey  fly; 
Mr.  Rowland,  fishing  the  same  water  on  Saturday', 
had  one  brace  of  trout;  several  other  members 
have  also  caught  a  brace  or  two  each.  The 
Dewent,  for  the  last  few  years,  has  had  a  nice  wood- 
land water,  but  not  many  fish  caught  while  this  colour 
was  on.  The  weather  is  again  very  hot  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  but  much  cooler  at  night.  Grayling  are 
beginning  to  move  a  little  better.  I  recommend  early 
morning  fishing  at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  the  first 
feed  is  generally  the  best.  Flies:  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Ash  Dun,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  Cinnamon  Fly,  Throstle 
Wing,  Red  Quill,  Red  Ant,  and  Black  Gnat.— 
Dottebel. 

Yare  (Postwick).— Mr.  C.  W.  Kemp,  of  Norwich, 
fishing  at  Postwick  recently,  landed  10  stone  61b.  of 
very  fine  bream.  Plenty  of  the  fish  turned  the  scale 
at  31b.  Sport  on  the  lower  reaches  is  very  poor  just 
now.  We  have  just  had  a  good  night's  rain,  which 
should  improve  fishing  here,  as  the  water  is  very  stale. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  ITidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
A  return  of  very  hot  and  brilliant  weather  has  made 
the  fish  very  lethargic  again,  and  the  brilliant  sunshine 
keeps  anglers  away  from  the  river  banks  until  the 
shades  of  evening  afford  a  better  chance  of  getting  a 
few  fish.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  J.  Blades,  at  Hawes,  caught 
five  nice  trout  with  the  fly,  the  Red  Clock,  Bracken 
Clock,  August  Brown,  and  Poult  Bloa  being  the 
best.  I  got  eight  the  other  day  with  the  last, 
named  three,  and  amongst  others  doing  well  I  may 
mention  the  Rev.  J.  Birch,  Mr.  G.  Fowler,  Mr. 
Collinson,  and  Mr.  Bacon.  A  few  grayling  have 
been  caught,  but  very  few  of  a  takable  size,  and 
during  my  long  experience  I  have  never  known 
grayling  fishing  worth  the  name  until  the  end  of 
September  or  beginning  of  October.  ^  Several  rods 
have  had  nice  sport  at  Ripon.  Messrs.  Daniels, 
Mason,  Kendall,  Powley,  and  Smithson  have  been 
most  successful.  Coarse  flshing  has  been  better  at 
Boroughbridge.  On  Monday,  Aug.  19,  the  Harrogate 
Conservative  Angling  Association  held  their  annual 
match  on  the  estate  of  Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  of  Aid- 
borough  Manor,  Boroughbridge.  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill, 
of  Thorner,  Leeds,  took  the  first  prize,  also  the  chal- 
lenge cup;  having  won  it  three  times,  it  becomes  his  own 
property.  Other  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Fawcett, 
Moore,  Love,  and  Slater;  the  visitors'  prizes  beinc 
secured  by  Messrs.  Collier  (21b.  lOoz.),  Gunney 
and  Wright  of  Leeds.  The  White  Stag  (Leeds), 
North  Leeds  Temperance,  Anchor  of  Hope  (Leeds), 
Primrose    (Leeds),    Freehold   (Leeds),    Sir  Robert 


Best  roach  hooks  to  selected  horse  liair,  Is.  per  dozen  Yard 
roacli  bottoms,  with  hook  attaclied,  2s.  6d.  per  dozen  •  2  yards 
■43.  6d.  per  dozen  ;  3  yards,  63.  6d.  per  dozen,  post  free  White 
or  chestnut  waterproof  roach  lines,  50  yards,  tine,  2s.  ;  extra  line 
Is.  9d.  each.  Nottingliam  roach  rod,  three-joint,  very  li.'lit 
cork  balanced  handle,  double  brazed,  super  finish  "bestvahie 
ever  offered,"  10s.  6d.  Wasp  grub,  specially  prepared,  Is  3d  per 
box,  post  free.  "The  Bottom  Fishers  Tackle  Book,"  extra 
value,  33.  3d.,  post  free.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


Pool  (Leeds),  have  all  hold  their  annual  com- 
petitions at  the  end  of  last  week,  sport  in  all 
the  matches  being  only  of  a  meagre  character. 
The  Swale  has  not  been  in  good  trim  for  anglers 
during  the  past  week.  More  than  once  the  water  has 
coloured,  but  there  has  been  no  spate,  and  anglers 
have  been  grievously  disappointed,  for  nothing  but 
small  fish— mostly  gudgeon  and  small  undersized 
perch— have  been  creeled.  Mr.  Wm.  Franks,  of 
Northallerton,  had,  however,  fairly  good  sport 'one 
afternoon  with  tlio  fly.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught 
just  above  Marton  Bridge,  one  of  which  scaled 
lilb.,  and  another  weighed  over  a  pound.  Both  were 
splendid  fish,  in  fact  his  basket  was  the  best  which 
has  been  seen  on  the  Swale  so  far  this  season, 
the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  and  Ouse  are  in  nice 
condition.  The  worm  and  minnow  have  proved  more 
effective  than  the  fly.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe  several  rods  have  visited  the  district  of  Bum- 
sail  and  Burley.  Sport  has  not  been  at  its  best.  The 
Miller's  Thumb  Devon  has  proved  to  be  an  excep- 
tionally good  spinning  bait.  A  few  fish  have  been  caught 
with  fly.  The  best  killing  patterns  have  been  August 
Brown,  Bracken  Clock,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Orange 
Grouse.  Below  Otley,  after  the  fresh,  the  river  has 
run  down  to  its  usual  summer  level ;  sport  during  the 
week  has  not  been  good,  but  in  the  Collingham,Wether- 
by,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcastor  districts  the  bottom 
fishers  have  met  with  fair  results  with  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  barbel,  the  maggot  and  wasp  grub  being  the  favour- 
ite baits.  Many  anglers  continue  to  line  the  banks  of 
the  Derwent  and  Rye,  in  the  districts  of  Teddingham, 
Stamford  Bridge,  and  Malton,  and  nice  baskets,  mostly 
roach  and  dace,  have  been  secured ;  pike  have  been 
on  the  run  in  the  Hultons  Ambro  and  Castle  Howard 
district.— John  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Although  the  weather  has  not  been  very  favourable 
for  sport,  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  during 
the  week  ;  latterly  the  weather  became  very  bright  and 
scorching.  On  Aug.  13,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  fished 
Loch  Urigill  and  landed  two  and  a  half  dozen  trout, 
weighing  111b.  On  Aug.  14,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  on 
Loch  Cama,  had  twenty-three  trout,  8Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thirty-five,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  same  loch,  three  dozen,  ISJlb. ;  and 
Mr.  Sloan,  on  Loch  Urigill,  twenty-six,  SJlb.  On 
Aug.  15,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  two  dozen  trout,  9|lb.  (were  out  only  for  a 
short  time)  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty- 
one,  81b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  on  same  loch,  three  dozen, 
101b. ;  Mr.  Dyke,  London,  on  Loch  Cama,  seventeen, 
61b.  ;  Messrs.  Walton  and  Falconer,  on  same  loch, 
thirty-three,  91b.,  and  Mr.  Sloan,  sixteen,  51b.  On 
Aug.  16,  Messrs.  Jarman  and  Grummit,  on  Lock 
Urigill,  IJ  doz.,  51b.  ;  Messrs.  Falconer  and 
Jarman,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  2a  dozen,  12:^lb. 
Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  on  same  loch,  IJ  dozen,  8jlb.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  H.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-two, 
lljlb.  (heaviest  trout  killed  by  Mrs.  Anderson,  with  fly, 
wa"s  2Jlb.  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch  Cama,  sixteen,  6Jlb.;  and 
Mr.  Sloan,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirteen,  4|lb.  On  Aug.  17, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  thirty,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Dixon  and  Captain  Coulson,  on  same  loch,  fifty- 
two  trout,  131b.  Total  for  week  ending,  021  trout, 
210Jlb.  On  Monday  (Aug.  19),  Mr.  Ford,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  thirty,  lOJlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar,  on  Urigill, 
thirty-two,  lOJlb. ;  Messrs.  Falconer  and  Walton, 
thirty-five,  lljlb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anders  n, 
on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen,  9^1b. — B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  'Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 
— Fishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had : — Messrs.  Munro  and  McDowall 
—Aug.  11  (27,  91b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  Maitland— 
12th  (18,  71b.) ;  13th  (15,  71b.)  ;  17th  (12,  3Jlb.randlO, 
4 Jib.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waters— 12th  (22,  71b.).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Linscott— 12th  (SJlb.) ;  13th  (12,  61b.) ;  14th 
(9,  51b.) ;  16th  (12,  41b.).— David  Mcneo. 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters(i!«Thurso,N,B.)— Since 
last  reported  the  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On  Aug. 
12,  Rev.  Foster,  Oxtend,  fished  the  tidal  waters  and 
landed  ten  sea  trout,  weighing  131b. ;  and  Mr.  P. 
Mackay,  York,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  ten  brown  trout, 
51b.  On  13th,  Mr.  D.  Mackay,  York,  on  tidal  waters, 
five  sea  tie  at,  averaging  lib.  each.  On  the  14th,  the  tidal 
waters  were  fished  by  INIr.  W^are,  York,  six  sea  trout, 
31b.  ;  and  by  Mr.  D.  Mackay,  York,  nine  sei  trout, 
61b. ;  Mr.  P.  Mackay,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  thirteen 
brown  trout,  61b. ;  and  Mr.  Elinhurst,  Twickenham, 
on  Loch  Carnacho,  twenty,  101b.  On  16th  Mr.  D. 
Mackay,  on  tidal  waters,  ten  sea  trout,  101b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Both  rivers  continue  to 
be  in  good  angling  order.  Fishing  in  Langholm 
water  Mr.  Loch,  Langholm,  caught  one  sea  trout,  six 
whiting,  and  nine  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Holland,  staying 
at  the  same  place,  had  a  sea  trout  of  2Alb.  in"  the 
upper  waters  with  fly  ;  Mr.  W.  Turnbull  creeled  ninety 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters ;  I*Ir.  James  Scott 
caught  one  sea  trout  and  nineteen  herling  at  a  fishing 
in  Byreburn  water  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne 
caught  a  sea  trout  of  41b.,  and  other  fish,  below  Lang- 
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holm ;  Captain  Freeman  had  a  sea  trout  and  lost  a 
salmon  in  the  reserved  water  at  Netherby ;  Mr.  H. 
Foster  and  Mr.  Nichol  have  had  good  baskets  of  sea 
trout  and  herling  in  the  Netherby  water ;  Mr.  J. 
Davidson  had  two  sea  trout  of  21b.  and  2Jlb.,  also  two 
herling,  in  the  mid  reaches  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  caught 
two  sea  trout,  eighteen  herling,  and  five  yellow  trout 
in  Langholm  water,  and  ran  a  salmon  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  but  lost  it;  Mr.  Tom  Johnstone  had 
five  sea  trout  and  some  herling  in  the  same  water. 
At  Bowness  a  salmon  of  421b.  was  taken  in  the  haaf 
net.  The  netting  does  not  expire  in  the  Solway  until 
the  night  of  Sept.  9.  Most  of  the  fish  of  the  Solway 
have  run  up  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Esk  in 
preference  to  the  Liddle,  yet  a  fair  number  of  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  last-named  river.  Dr.  Ogilvy 
has  had  good  sport  with  herling,  killing  thirty ;  Mr. 
King  Rose  and  Dr.  Belilio  caught  five  sea-trout  and 
eleven  herling;  Mr.  W.  Murray  had  a  basket  of  131b., 
sea-trout  and  herling,  from  the  Liddle.  Fishing  in  the 
same  water,  Dr.  B.  H.  Hagg  has  had  a  lot  of  fine  her- 
ling ;  Mr.  J.  Scott,  sixteen  sea-trout  and  six  herling,  in 
the  same  water  ;  Dr.  Kerr  had  four  sea-trout,  weighing 
together  Gib. ;  Mr.  J.  Beattie  had  a  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  F. 
.Tnglis  caught  {our  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Hermitage 
water.  Mr.  Dickie,  Burnmouth,  had  four  herling,  and 
Mr.  Elliot,  Copshaw,  a  sea-trout,  2|lb.,  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  In  the  Esk,  Messrs.  D.  Murray, 
J.  Wylie,  John  Graham,  and  others  have  had  excellent 
baskets  of  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Canonbie  water. 
Dr.  Anderson  made  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and 
herling  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Fishing  below 
Langholm,  Mr.  W.  McMillan  had  two  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Calvert,  three  sea-trout,  two  herling,  and  some 
yellow  trout ;  Mr.  T.  Johnstone,  on&  sea-trout  and 
some  herling;  Mr.  S.  Hounam,  two  sea-trout  and 
herling  ;  Mr.  J.  Bell  and  another  angler  caught  twelve 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries.  In  Langholm 
water,  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  caught  six  sea-trout  and  twelve 
herling;  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  junr.,  had  three  sea-trout 
and  ten  herling  ;  Mr.  R.  Irving  and  Mr.  A.  Hounam 
had  a  basket  of  seven  sea-trout  and  thirteen  herling  at 
the  Island  pool  of  the  Esk,  a  couple  of  the  sea-trout 
weighing  31b.  each,  and  the  entire  basket  221b. ;  Mr. 
.  W.  Boss,  a  sea-trout,  2^1b.,  and  three  herling ;  Mr. 
W.  Carruthers  had  lour  sea-trout  and  some  herling; 
Mr.  J.  Davidson  had  two  sea-trout,  21b.  and  2|lb. ; 
Mr.  W.  Jackson,  a  sea-trout,  If  lb.,  and  some  herling; 
Mr.  Phare  Loch,  at  a  second  fishing,  caught  six  herling 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water;  Mr.  S. 
Johnson,  Eskdale  Hotel,  has  had  daily  catches  of  sea- 
trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  river  ;  Mr.  Laidlaw,  fishing  in  Langholm  water, 
has  had  twenty-six  sea-trout  and  forty-eight  herlinc 
in  four  days'  fishing;  Rev.  Mr.  Champney  caught 
three  herling  and  one  sea-trout  in  Langholm  water, 
two  herling  in  the  mid-reaches  and  a  sea-trout,  21b., 
in  Westerkirk  water,  above  Langholm.  Angling  pros- 
pects are  splendid  for  the  rest  of  the  season,  especially 
for  salmon,  owing  to  the  drift  nets  being  taken  off  and 
declared  unlawful.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Dr.  Kerr, 
Whithaugh,  caught  six  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Jardine  had 
three  sea-trout ;  Dr.  M.  Allendale  had  two  sea-trout 
and  one  herling,  also  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Beattie  had  tw3  sea-trout  and  one  herling  ; 
Messrs.  J.  Carruthers,  J.  Elliot,  J.  Little,  W.  Stoddart^ 
and  Dr.  Ferguson  all  had  catches  of  sea-trout  and 
herling  in  the  upper  reaches.  In  Langholm  water 
Mr.  Walter  Scott  caught  seven  sea-trout  and  ten 
herling. — Gilkockie. 

Deveron  (Banifshire). — The  recent  rains  improved 
the  river  somewhat,  but  for  the  present  month  sport 
has  been  indifferent.  Except  a  fish  of  61b.,  caught  on 
the  Netherdale  section,  little  has  been  done.  The 
water  is  again  getting  very  low  and  clear.  There  are 
a  nimaber  of  fish  in  the  river,  but  they  are  keeping  to 
the  deeper  pools,  and  neither  shifting  nor  looking  at 
the  hook.  The  net  fishing  is  yielding  fairly  well  on 
the  coast.  During  the  past  week  a  haul  of  about  fifty 
fish  was  got  at  one  station  on  one  day.  Some  of  the 
salmon  were  of  very  large  size,  averaging  201b.  The 
returns  from  the  river  are  poor,  and  it  is  not  expected 
that  they  will  improve  this  season,  seeing  that  the 
fishing  closes  for  a  season  on  Monday. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perihshire). — Mr.  James 
Liddle  and  Mr.  Jarvie,  of  Alva,  out  from  Luib  Hotel 
on  the  river  on  Tuesday,  had  thirty  trout,  weight  Idlb., 
heaviest,  21b.  lOoz.,  and  five  averaging  lib.  each. — 
D.  McNaughton. 

Inclinadauipli  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Pishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had  : — Mr.  J.  Hooper — Aug.  10  (1  grilse, 
61b.):  12th  (17,61b.);  14th  (1  salmon,  71b.).  Mr.  Cooke 
—10th  (1  grilse,  61b.) ;  13th  (5,  31b.) ;  14th  (3,  2Jlb., 
heaviest  21b.).  Mr.  C.  Cooke— 15th  (1  salmon,  7ilb). 
Mr.  Brown— 13th  (6,  31b.).  Captain  Kennard— I3th 
(1  salmon,  71b.).  Mr.  Pickering— 13th  (7,  31b.). 
Mr.  Chance— 13th  (7,  3|lb.)  ;  17th  (1,  4Jlb.).  Messrs. 
Chance— 14th  (17,  71b.)  ;  15th  (18,  61b.)  ;  16th  (19, 
14ilb.) ;  17th  (17,  61b.).— W.  Wallace. 

liocli  Iieveu  (Kinross). — Since  the  thunderstorm 
here  on  Aug.  10  there  has  been  a  steady  decline  in 
sport,  owing  to  the  weather  having  become  bright  and 


dry,  and  fly  fishers  occasionally  fail  to  effect  a  capture. 
Minnow  trolling  has  also  been  unsuccesi^ful.  A  few 
anglers,  however,  have  had  pretty  good  sport.  Fish  are 
generally  of  large  size,  and  a  good  number  of  the 
catches  average  lib.  per  trout.  Two  clubs  have  b  en 
out  daily  and  will  continue  till  the  end  of  this  month, 
when  the  season  closes  here.  The  most  successful 
clubs  were  : — Perth :  nine  rods,  seventy-five  trout, 
6Slb.  loz. — 1st,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  sixteen  trout^ 
161b.  6oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  R.  B.  Smith,  twelve  trout 
131b.  5oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  R.  D.  Bell,  21b.  ll^oz. 
Dundee  West  End  :  thirteen  rods,  seventy-seven  trout, 
571b.— 1st,  Mr.  S.  Emslie,  eight  trout,  91b.  2oz. 
St.  INIungo  :  1st,  Mr.  J.  Deans,  eight  trout, 
101b.  3oz.  Edinburgh  Amateur :  1st,  Mr.  F.  G.  Faed, 
four  trout,  31b.  9|oz.  Bothwell  and  Blantyre :  Mr! 
J.  Miller,  twelve,  81b.  15oz.  Bohemian :  1st,  Mr.  H. 
P.  Buchanan,  five  trout,  31b.  12oz.  Coatbridge :  1st, 
Mr.  P.  Taylor,  four  trout,  21b.  lOoz.  Western  :  1st! 
Mr.  J.  S.  Dixon,  three  trout-,  41b.  2oz.  ;  his  heaviest 
trout  was  captured  with  fly,  close  to  the  Reed  Bower 
island  in  shallow  water  and  weighed  31b.  Private 
parties  :  ]\Ir.  Dunsmore,  Perth,  twenty-two  trout,  141b. 
8oz. ;  Mr.  Dunbar,  fourteen  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  William- 
son, Dunfermline,  and  Mr.  Watson,  Cowdenbeath, 
seventeen  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Black,  Sheffield,  nine 
trout,  91b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Mitchell,  and  Mr.  W.  A. 
Briscoe,  Norwich,  Conn.,  U.S.A.,  fourteen  trout, 
81b. ;  Mr.  Potts,  Lasswade,  seventeen  trout,  111b. ; 
Mr.  G.  Clark,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  121b.  ; 
Mr.  Robb  and  Mr.  Dobbie,  Stirling,  ten  trout, 
101b. ;  Messrs.  Cooke,  Polstad  Hall,  Colchester,  seven- 
teen trout,  131b.;  Mr.  D.  Ballinghall,  Dundee, 
twelve  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Croom,  Edinburgh,  seven- 
teen trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  Percy  Stewart,  sixteen  trout, 
151b.  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Paton,  Duddingston,  and  Mr. 
Sime,  Edinbugh,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  J. 
Harris,  Kinross,  nine  trout,  101b.  Boz. ;  Mr.  A.  B. 
Eraser  and  Mr.  A.  Ednie,  junr.,  Bedford,  nine  trout, 
71b.;  Mrs.  and  Miss  Coote,  London,  seven  trout, 
51b.  Boz.  Mr.  George  Thomson,  of  the  Cupar  Angling 
Club,  who  is  the  oldest  wielder  of  the  rod  living,  being 
ninety-five  years  of  age,  had  a  basket  here  of  twelve 
trout,  121b.  The  Messrs.  Coote,  who  have  been  fishing 
here  for  some  time  past,  finding  the  weather  too  bright 
on  August  20  for  trout  fishing,  had  good  sport  among 
the  perch,  bis  catch  consisting  of  several  hundreds 
and  a  pike. — Robeet  Laing. 

North-East  of  Scotland,— The  spate  of  last  week 
did  good  in  bringing  the  fish  in  shore,  but  as  far  as 
sport  was  concerned  there  was  little  or  no  change. 
H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  been  out  daily  on  the 
Mar  Lodge  water  and  with  varying  succes?.  On  the 
Dee  there  has  been  little  sport.  Elsewhere  on  the 
tidal  reaches  finnock  fishing  will  not  be  worth  much 
till  the  nets  are  off.  On  the  Ugie,  Mr.  W.  Strachan, 
Buchanhaven,  had  six  sea  trout,  one  of  6 Jib.,  one  of 
41b.,  and  one  of  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Anderson,  India, 
seven  fixmock  ;  Mr.  W.  Thomson,  Inverugie,  two  sea 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Bryne,  Norfolk,  two  finnock ;  Mr.  J.  B. 
Forbes,  Peterhead,  two  sea  trout ;  Mr.  W.  Ingram, 
Inverugie,  four  finnock.  On  the  Findhorn  several 
good  baskets  of  sea  trout  are  being  got,  but  really  the 
sport  anywhere  is  most  meagre. — G.  M. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  "Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  Aug.  14  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pope  (Kimbolton),  on  Top 
Shin,  had  eight  trout,  3 Jib.,  and  one  f<-rox,  b\\h.  On 
the  15th  Dr.  Hallowes  (Maidstone),  on  Top  Shin,  one 
ferox,  111b. ;  on  the  16th,  on  Mid  Shin,  eight  trout, 
^\h.  On  the  17th  Colonel  Sandford  (Clifton),  on  Top 
Shin,  had  a  fair  basket. — D.  Mackay. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N'.B.).- 
During  the  past  week  some  excellent  baskets  of  brown 
trout  were  made  on  the  neighbouring  lochs,  also  good 
sea  fishing,  but  full  details  cannot  be  given,  through 
want  of  space.  On  Aug.  15,  Messrs.  Buxton  landed 
sixteen  trout,  121b.  Sir  John  and  Lady  Rogers  are 
also  enjoying  good  sport.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  Sutherland,  N.B.).— Very  little 
done  on  this  river  since  last  report.  Mr.  S.  D.  C. 
Davies  got  two  grilse,  6ilb.  and  7*lb.,  and  a  salmon 
of  151b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  were  in 
flood  last  week-end,  and  fair  sport  was  obtained  with 
worm  and  minnow  baits  in  the  different  rivers  of  the 
district.  Another  flood  prevailed  on  Aug.  18,  and 
since  that  date  the  rivers  have  been  running  in  full 
black  waters.  Excessively  bright  sunshine  without 
day  breezes  has  caused  very  poor  sport  with  the  fly, 
and  the  baskets  of  herling  have  been  considerably 
smaller  than  that  of  last  week.  There  was  a  fresh 
run  of  herling  from  the  Solway  on  Aug.  20,  and 
probably  most  of  the  run  have  pushed  inland  to 
the  higher  waters.  There  is  a  prospect  of  another 
spell  of  fine  weather  as  the  barometer  has  been  rising 
steadily  since  the  17th,  and  should  the  rivers  fine 
down  again  fair  sport  may  be  the  rule  next  week.  The 
trout  are  sulking  at  present  as  they  always  do  towards 
the  end  of  the  present  month.  During  September 
they  generally  come  on  again  to  the  fly.  Worm  fishing 
in  the  clear  water  style  has  given  poor  sport  this  week. 
The  following  is  a  report  from  the  different  district 
waters  since  last  week  : — The  Annan. — This  river  was 


in  flood  on  Thursday,  and  those  who  were  out  in  the 
early  morning  had  good  {baskets  of  herling  with  th() 
worm.    Mr.  Frank  Anderson  took  about  thirty  herling. 
with  worm  and  minnow  during  the  morning ;  Dean. 
Farish  had  twenty  with  the  worm  in  Galabank  ;  Mr. 
Willie  Johnstone,  fishing  the  same  water  with  worm, 
took  twenty  herling  and  three  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
William  Thomson  caught  a  fine  yellow  trout  ot 
2^1b.    in    Northfield    stream    with    worm,  besides 
eight    or    nine    herling.     Mr.   Jack   Lockhart,  oS 
Glasgow,  killed  fifteen  herling  at  the  ;Howes  pool 
bend  of  the  river  with  worm.    Mr.  Loudon  had  four, 
and  a  number  of  English  visitors  had  from  a  brace  t& 
eight  herling  each.    Mr.  R.  H.  Benson,  of  Oxford,  took  , 
five  herling  with  the   Silver  Devon  Minnow.  Mr. 
Wm.  Wright,  fishing  with  the  Devon  Minnow  in  the  • 
Everholme  water,  took  eighteen  herling.    Mr.  P.  Mc- 
Giverin  landed  four  herling  at  Galabank  with  minnow. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had  three  or  four  at  a  short  outing  in 
the  afternoon.   ]Mr.  Thomas  Gibson  killed  eight  herling 
at  Northfield  rocks  with  worm,  and  Mr.  George  Car- 
ruthers lauded  a  basket  of  twenty  herling  with  worm 
during  the  first  of  the  flood  in  the  early  morning  at 
Annanbridge.    Mr.  Robert  Graham  had  a  good  basket  ' 
at  Galabank  Pool  with  worm.    Various  other  anglers  ' 
had  from  two  to  four  or  five  herling  each.  Mr. 
James  Ballantyne  had  two  herling  and  a  sea  trout  of 
21b.  at  Northfield  with  worm,  and  Mr,  J.  Hau^h 
took  four  herling.    In  the  higher  reaches  of  the  riwr 
fair  sport  was  had  with  worm  and  minnow  baits. 
The  KiRTLE. — Some  fine  sport  was  had  in  this  "  \ 
little    river  the  other  day  while  the  water  was 
discoloured  with    the   rain.     Mr.   Murray  killed 
a    sea    trout    of    2  Jib.,    one   herling,    and  oves 
twenty  fine  yellow  trout  with  worm.    Other  rods.  , 
had    good  sport  with  fly  on  the   following  day. 
The  Nith. — This  river  has  been  frequently  in  flood  • 
since  last  report,  and  fair  sport  has  been  the  rule  in.  ; 
the  middle  and  higher  reaches.   In  the  Mid-Nithsdale,,  ■ 
as  also  in  the  Sanquhar  portions,  a  number  of  nice 
baskets  of  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  have  been  caught, 
besides  a  few  herling.    Lower  down  the  river  the 
Dumfries  rods  had  a  few  herling  with  worm  on  Thurs- 
day (Aug.  15).   In  the  tributaries  of  the  Nith  moderate-, 
sport  has  been  had,  chiefly  in  the  Cluden  and  Cairn.  At. 
Enterkin-foot  local  rods  had  fair  sport  with  the  worm. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  dis- 
turbed with  the  rain  and  bait  fishers  have  had  fair 
catches  with  worm  bait.    At  the  time  of  writing  there:  i 
is  still  a  brown  tint  in  all  the  rivers,  and  by  the  end. 
of  the  week  the  waters  will  be  quite  clear.  Trout  have 
not  been  rising  well  till  after  sunset,  when  a  brace  oe 
two  have  been  caught.    On  the  Kirkcudbrightshire: " 
Dee,  the    Fleet    of    Gatehouse,   and    the   Urr  of. 
Dalbeattie    moderate    sport    has    been    the  rule. 
There    are    no    reports    of    the    sport    from    the:  - 
other    ri^-ers    of    this    district    this  week.  —  The. 
Aybshire    Rivers.  —  Angling    has   not    been   of. . 
much  account  on  the  waters  of  Ayrshire,  which  were  j 
in  flood  last  week  end.    A  few  yellow  trout  were  taken.- 
in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Ayr,  and  local  rods  had. 
fair  sport  on  the  waters  near  Kilbirnie.     The  Girvan  . 
is  in  good  order  at  the  time  of  writing.    On  the  lochs- 
of  Doon  and  Pinlas  the  trout  have  not  been  rising  to-  ' 
the  fly,  but  they  are  expected  to  show  better  sport  ' 
now  that  the  weather  is  more  suitable  and  warmer.. 
Bright  sunshine  has  been  against  sport  this  week..  ; 
The  Solway.— Autumn  salmon  are  now  showing  in, 
the  nets,  and  some  fine  ones  of  from  16ib.  to  251b.  have: 
been  taken  at   the  Annan  fisheries   this  week. —  > 
Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Last  week's  flood  had  the  effect,  as  anticipated,  of 
giving  an  impetus  to  trout  fishing,  in  the  Tweed  and. 
Teviot,  particularly  the  former,  and  fair  results  have; 
been  obtained  with  fly  in  the  evening  and  worm  in  the:  * 
daytime.  On  the  Tweed,  on  August  17,  Mr.  J.  Maben. 
had  91b.,  Mr.  Green  41b. ;  on  August  19,  Mr.  Dickson„ 
London,  had  61b.,  all  with  worm,  including  one  nice^ 
trout  of  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Turner,  London,  31b.,  also  with 
worm.  On  August  20,  the  same  gentlemen  had  121b. 
between  them  on  Teviot.  At  the  Fens  Pot,  in  the 
St.  Boswell's  district,  Mr.  James  Wildie,  Benrig, 
had  on  August  19  thirteen  trout  weighing  91b., 
on  Tuesday  (Aug.  20)  six,  weighing  41b.,  and  on 
Wednesday  (Aug.  21)  a  beauty  of  31b.  Other  baskets,  | 
from  31b.  to  91b.,  have  been  had  in  the  same 
district,  the  most  fortunate  anglers  including  Mr.  J. 
Thompson,  tackle  dealer,  !Mr.  Gibb,  Weirgate,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Soga,  and  Mr.  William  Turnbull,  St. 
Boswell's.  As  anticipated  also,  the  rise  of  the  rivers- 
at  the  week-end  enabled  some  fresh  salmon  and  grilse 
to  find  their  way  up  to  the  angling  waters.  Quite  a 
number  of  these  have  been  seen  in  our  district,  and 
several  have  been  seen  in  the  lower  casts  in  the  Teviot. 
— Maxwheel. 

Tongue  Hotel. — Since  last  report  some  excellent 
baskets  have  been  got  on  the  various  lochs  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ransome,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutton,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  HoUinhead,  Mr.  and  Miss- 
Holmes,  Miss  Newton  Beach,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neville,  Mr.  Slingsby,  Mr.  King,  Mr. 
Yarborough,  Mr.  Adam,  Mr.  Millar,  and  others. — 
M.  MacInnes. 
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IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down). — Trouting  was 
rather  indifferent  on  the  Ballynahinch  Lakes  lately, 
and  in  any  case  few  anglers  of  the  B.A.A.  were  out  on 
them.  On  Aug.  17  Mr.  F.  J.  Kennedy,  in  company 
with  some  other  members,  netted  Lough  Arne  for 
pike  with  fair  results.  The  trout  in  Lough  Arne  run 
up  to  51b., "but  they  are  extremely  well  educated. — 
J.A.B. 

Bann  (Eilrea). — This  river  is  again  running  very 
low.  This  has  caused  the  fish  that  were  in  the 
shallows  during  the  late  flood  to  fall  into  the  deep 
pools  where  they  will  not  come  to  the  fly.  There  have 
been  but  few  anglers  at  any  of  the  stations  for  the 
past  week,  the  majority  having  left  for  the  grouse 
moors.  On  the  Caronroe  reach  Captain  Law  had  one 
salmon,  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Musgrave,  one  grilse,  Gib.,  on 
the  Kilrea  section.  There  is  no  flax  water  in  the 
river  to  prevent  angling  for  either  trout  or  salmon. — 
Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  showery  weather  of 
last  week  has  been  succeeded  by  scorching  weather 
with  the  result  that  the  rivers  are  low  again.  On 
Thursday  (Aug.  15),  your  correspondent  killed  nine 
trout,  4Jlb.,  in  one  pool  of  the  Clady,  all  on  one  fly, 
a  ringed  up  Hare's  Ear,  and  two  other  anglers  had  trout 
lower  down.  Mr.  Willie  Hunter,  fishing  a  private  water 
on  Monday,  killed  a  4^1b.  trout,  and  on  another  private 
water  a  local  man  had  three  trout  averaging  21b. 
each. — J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  rise  in  the  water  gave  a 
fillip  to  peal  and  white  trout  fishing.  Peal  have 
ceased  to  run  almost,  but  there  is  a  big  enough  stock 
to  ensure  sport  till  the  close  of  the  season— Oct.  15. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  keeping  in  fine  salmon  fishing  order,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  many  of  our  angling  friends  being  at 
present  grouse  shooting,  only  one  gentleman  was 
fishing  the  Erne  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  C.  W. 
Miller  succeeded  in  landing  five  salmoH  of  the 
following  weights:  15|lb.,  101b.,  91b.,  7Jlb.  afid  ^\h. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  past  week  the  weather  became 
very  bright  and  hot,  and  continues  so  at  time  of 
writing;  the  river  at  present  generally  is  in  good 
ply,  but  a  change  in  the  weather  is  needed  before 
good  sport  will  be  had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  continues  poor  on  the  Kerry 
rivers  in  all  departments.  The  weather  at  present  is 
abnormally  hot,  and  the  waters  are  rapidly  falling. 
Sea  trout  are  arriving  in  good  numbers. — T.  J.  D. 

ZiOug^h  Corrib  (co.  Mayo). — I  have,  since  my  last, 
caught  two  splendid  trout,  2Jlb.  and  41b.,  on  Lough 
Corrib.  I  regret  to  state  cross  lining  is  still  prevalent 
on  the  Lough.  On  Aug.  19,  four  boats  from  Maam 
Way  were  at  it,  and  came  beyond  Inchingill  and 
Escollop  Islands,  when  they  turned. — E.  L.  Holmes 
Leigh. 

Iiougli  Mask  and  Corrib. — Fishing  ahove  waters 
from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  has  broken  the 
record  for  the  past  fortnight,  both  fiy  fishing  and 
trolling.  Mr.  Brooks  has  landed,  while  wading  from 
the  shore,  the  largest  trout  on  the  fly  that  has  ever 
been  creeled  on  above  waters,  several  from  lib.  to  41b., 
one  &\Vo.,  and  one  7Jlb.  These  two  large  trout 
have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Williams,  of  Dublin,  for 
preservation.  Captain  Armstrong,  on  Aug.  16,  caught 
161b.  of  trout ;  trolling  on  Aug.  17  he  creeled  a  spotted 
beauty  of  lOflb.,  which  has  gone  to  Williams,  Dublin, 
for  preservation.  Fred  Sabin  comes  next,  getting,  on 
.\ug.  16,  trout  of  .3^1b.,  4|lb.,  51b.,  and  5Jlb.,  and  a 
pike  of  181b.  Fishing  not  so  good  for  tie  past  three 
days  owing  to  warm  bright  weather. — J.  A.  J. 


laoug'h  Melvin.— Sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  in 
the  previous  week  owing  to  the  bright  weather,  but 
the  following  anglers  took  some  nice  catches  of 
trout,  when  an  opportunity  offered  ;  —  Mr.  T. 
Henry,  Mr.  P.  Grimes,  Mr.  H.  Mullen,  Jlr. 
Gallagher,  and  Messrs.  A.  Gillespie  and  H.  Daly.  The 
best  catch  was  by  Mr.  T.  Henry,  who  caught  thirteen 
trout  on  Aug.  17,  weighing  Bilb.  Mr.  T.  McKenna 
caught  a  trout  (Salmo  frrox)  of  41b.,  trolling  on 
Aug.  19.  As  soon  as  a  change  of  weather  takes  place 
good  sport  will  again  be  had  amongst  the  gillarooes 
and  brown  trout  on  Lough  Melvin.— M.  Rouan  and 
Sons. 

Iiough.  Neagh. — Salmon  and  trout  netting  legally 
closed  on  Aug.  19,  but  of  course  the  fishers  will  con- 
tinue to  rake  the  lough,  as  they  recognise  no  close 
season.  The  salmon  are  plentiful  in  the  lough,  as 
they  cannot  run  up  the  rivers  polluted  by  flax  water. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iiougbs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  for  the  most  part  of  the  week  was  out 
of  order  owing  to  the  great  fall  of  rain  ;  weather  fine 
just  now.  Mr.  T.  Scott,  two  grilse,  111b.  ;  Mr.  G. 
Walton,  one  grilse  6Jlb.  Some  fair  takes  of  sea-trout 
were  got  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river ;  trout  rose  well 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  in  Lough  Conn  anglers 
got  from  six  to  ten.  Jifr.  McGregor  had  the  best  trout, 
61b. ;  a  good  many  small  jack  were  taken,  largest  191b. 
— Pat  Hearnbs. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Some  nice 
takes  of  white  trout  were  made  on  the  Rosses  since 
last  notes.  Amongst  them  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bartleet  had 
half  a  dozen  fish  from  2Jlb.  down,  and  similar  takes 
are  credited  to  Colonel  Rogers,  Captain  Onslow, 
Mr.  Elkington,  Mr.  Etches,  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  etc.  The 
waters  are  in  fine  order  and  every  one  well  stocked 
with  white  trout.  ■  The  be.st  white  trout  taken  this 
season  was  4Jlb. — J.A.B. 

Shannon  and  Lougb.  Derg  (Killaloe).— One 
section  of  the  river  of  which  I  am  lessee  is  in  nice 
form  this  week,  thanks  to  a  rattling  good  downpour  a 
few  nights  ago.  On  it  some  pretty  trout  have  been 
taken  recently.  Not  a  salmon  or  grilse  have  been 
landed  here  this  week. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Tyrone  streams  generally 
speaking  are  under  the  flax  water  ban,  and  will  be 
for  another  fortnight.  Unfortunately  a  spell  of  scorch- 
ing weather  has  set  in.  Destruction  of  trout  and 
salmon  is  reported  from  many  streams.  During  the 
late  drought  much  poaching  was  indulged  in. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
weather  has  become  very  hot  and  bright,  and  sport 
has  not  been  good.  The  best  basket  had  this  season 
so  far  was  one  of  sixteen  sea  trout  got  on  one  day  by 
Creneral  Smith  and  Mr.  Jones,  on  Lough  Naiska. 
They  fished  with  Tim  McCarthy.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycotton. — In  the  late  evenings,  fair  and  some- 
times good  sport  is  now  being  had  here  with  various  fish 
— principally  pollack  and  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Aug.  16,  fresh  breeze  from  the  W.,  sea 
rather  choppy,  but  several  boat  anglers  off,  some  near 
the  shore  where  good  catches  of  plaice  may  be  made. 
Aug.  17,  calm  sea,  and  numbers  of  boat  anglers  off. 
Aug.;18,  the  same  as  Aug.  17,  and  wind  in  S.E.  Aug  19, 
20,  21,  wind  in  N.E.,  calm  seas.  Mackerel  have  left; 
a  few  small  conger  caught,  and  a  bass  or  two.  Volks's 
electric  railway  is  now  running  to  extreme  east  end  of 
Brighton. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  a  few  sizeable  fish, 
chiefly  pollack,  have  recently  been  taken  upon  the 
pier,  the  prevailing  north-east  wind  has  almost  put  a 
period  to  fishing.  Mr.  T.  Sexton  landed  eight  pollack 
on  Saturday,  Aug.  17,  totaling  111b.,  and  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day  Messrs.  Wood,  Yates,  and 
J.  Sexton  made  a  boat-catch  of  thirty  flatfish  and  an 
eight  -  pound  cod.  IMessrs.  French,  Walsh,  and 
Rowe,  on  the  same  date,  took  eighty  -  seven  fine' 
pouting  while  out  with  Dick  Philpott.  Mr.  Savill  and 
Mr.  Woolgar  put  in  several  days'  fishing  upon  the 
pier,  and  the  latter  gentleman  fished  up  a  pencil-case, 
owner  unknown.  Mr.  Waddell  had  a  decent  bag  of 
fish  early  in  the  morning  of  Aug.  18,  including  a  31b. 
codling ;  and  Hessrs.  Glen,  Harding,  CuUey,  and 
Burnard  have  each  succeeded  in  landing  a  few  decent 
fish,  though  the  numbers  have  been  small.  The  wind 
is  at  present  blowing  strong  from  the  north-east — 
anything  but  a  good  quarter  for  sport. — J.  Richard.son. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  all  that  is  reqmred 
for  holiday-seekers,  of  which  a  large  number  are  here ; 
several  boats  have  been  fishing  off  the  JIarina,  and 
some  fair  takes  of  flat  fish  landed,  also  a  few  codling 
and  an  occasional  lobster.  Mr.  Horace  Howard,  with 
his  sister  Florrie,  on  Saturday  (Aug.  17)  landed  with  a 
nice  take  of  plaice  and  dabs,  one  codling,  and  one 
lobster  of  3Jlb.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  fresh  breeze, 
north-east.  Should  the  ^^'ind  drop  away  and  water  get 
in  condition,  I  anticipate  some  sport  from  the  bay 
with  whiting,  etc.  Tides  suit  well  week  end  and  part 
of  next  week.— Edward  Hanger  (-\gent,  B.S.-\.S.). 


Dingle.— Sport  is  now  good  at  and  around  this 
station  each  evening  after  5  p.m.  J'ollack  can  bo  had 
quite  close  in  shore,  and  whiting,  haddock,  bream, 
e.c,  got  well  on  the  feed  after  dusk.— T.  J.  D. 

Littlehampton.  —  .Splendid  fishing-tweiity-four 
bass,  about  Jib.  each,  caught  oil  beach  by  Mr.  C.  Scott 
(Lugworm  bait)  on  Ledger.  Mr.  Brewer  lias  lauded 
a  large  quantity  of  grey  mullet.  Lobsters  and  prawns 
have  been  caught  in  large  numbers  at  low  tide,  east  of 
Convalescent  Home. — C.  Scott. 

Plymouth. — We  have  bad  an  unusually  good  week 
for  sea  fishing  ;  anglers  in  boats  have  been  doing  woU 
with  pollack,  catching  them  either  by  whiffing  or 
casting  with  a  rod.  They  have  taken  a  sudden  liking 
to  a  small  blue  I'hantom.  The  bass  fishing  at 
Raine  Head  from  the  rocks  is  exceptionally  good  Just 
now;  one  gentleman  had  twenty  in  two  days' fishing, 
about  two  or  three  hours  a  day  ;  the  largest  weighed 
121b.,  and  the  smallest  2h\h.,  and  were  all  caught 
casting  a  la  salmon  style.""  Several  others  have  also 
had  good  sport  from  the  rocks,  and  it  is  a  pretty  sight 
to  stand  on  the  cliff  and  see  the  thousands  of  fish 
tmnbling  about  and  feeding  in  the  coves ;  the  water  is 
so  clear  that  you  can  actually  see  the  fish  ri.se  to  the 
bait.— W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  boats  are  having  good  sport  in 
the  bay  with  dab.^  and  plaice,  which  are  unusually 
fine  and  plentiful  this  season.  Small  fish  arc  being 
taken  from  both  piers  and  Marina,  but  nothing  worthy 
of  note. — Obey  JIl  i.let. 

Scarborough. — Boat  anglers  may  now  have  any 
amount  of  sport.  Mackerel  and  silver  whiting  are 
very  abundant  in  the  bay,  and  they  have  come  fn  all 
at  once,  and  the  refuse  from  the  herring  fleet,  which 
are  doing  well,  will  keep  the  bay  well  ground  baited. — 
H. 

Valentia. — The  weather  is  now  favourable,  and 
good  sport  is  being  had  at  pollack,  mackerel,  whiting 
and  gurnard,  but  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
among  bass. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — There  is  little  to  record  this  week. 
Fishing  is  very  slack.  It  is  early  yet  for  sound  fish, 
but  a  few  anglers  have  had  a  little  sport  in  the  bay. 
I  hear,  too,  of  a  few  small  codlings  having  been  taken. 
The  prospects  for  ttie  week  end  are  favourable,  as  the 
gale  of  Tuesday  seems  more  or  less  to  have  blown 
itself  out.  Barometer,  .30.3,  is  rising,  a  strong  S.E. 
breeze,  fre.shening  sea,  lumpy.  I  shall  be  pleased  at 
all  times  to  welcome  brother  anglers  who  may  be  in 
this  district. — Edward  Bcrke,  Lord  Nelson  Hotel, 
Walmer. 

Waterville. — Sport  has  been  good  in  the  late  even- 
ings. On  Monday  five  anglers  out  from  Dungegan, 
and  fishing  from  5  p.m.  to  midnight,  caught  126 
whiting,  104  gurnard,  and  26  miscellaneous  fish. 
Other  good  takes  were  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 


TRcports  from  Clubs, 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  12s.  from  the  Prince  of  Wales. — S.  Maldv. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — On  Aug.  18,  A.  Painter  weighed 
in  9Jlb.,  bream  and  roach  ;  T.  Green,  31b.  lOoz.,  bream 
and  roach ;  Messrs.  Hillier  and  Stuckey,  pike.  Will 
members  kindly  turn  up  next  week  to  arrange  next 
outing. — A.  Painter. 

Abingdon  and  District  Angling  Association,  2, 
Bridge  View,  Abingdon. — At  last  the  barbel  have 
come  on.  'Two  visitors  out  with  Geo.  Brewerton 
have  taken  nine,  weighing  441b.,  also  ten  chub 
scaling  211b.  Tench  are  also  reported  as  on  the  feed. 
Roach  are  still  being  caught  in  large  numbers. — H.  W. 
Harding. 

Admiral  Blake  AngTling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — Our  match  on  Aug.  18  was  not  a  very 
great  success  at  Hemel  Hempstead,  only  two  members 
weighing  in  ;  first  and  second  prize  taken.  Hoping  all 
members  will  turn  up  next  ilonday  (.\ug.  26)  to  assist 
with  INIr.  Crocker's  concert. — C.  M.  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
— Members  were  out  on  Aug.  18  at  various  waters  and 
the  following  weighed  in:  Messrs.  R.  Harris  (bream 
and  roach),  'Turner  (roach,  perch,  and  gudgeon),  Spicer 
(roach  and  gudgeon),  H.  Slack  (bream),  W.  Leslie 
(tench),  Ben  (barbel  and  roach).  The  delegate's  report 
was  read  and  passed.  The  brake  outing,  as  announced 
in  last  issue,  is  all  completed,  and  we  leave  London  at 
12.45  or  2.35  a.m.,  providing  our  members  who  live  at 
a  disiance  can  get  at  the  club-house  at  the  last-named 
time. — Ben  ABBAHA^ts. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Aug.  18  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Butlin,  bream,  51b.  12oz.; 
Smart,  bream  ;  Hall,  roach ;  Black,  roach ;  Seymour, 
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roach  and  perch  ;  Frost,  roach  ;  and  J.  and  C.  Hawes, 
chub,  roach,  and  dace. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brotheks  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Oar  annual  dinner  took  place 
on  Aug.  18,  at  the  White  Horse,  Edenbridge,  when  the 
host  put  on  a  splendid  dinner.  After  dinner  we  had 
a  splendid  drive  round  the  country,  returning  home 
to  the  club-house  at  10.30  after  spending  a  very 
pleasant  day. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Weekly  meeting  held 
last  Wednesday,  when  we  were  pleased  to  see  our  mem- 
bers turn  up  in  such  good  numbers.  On  Aug.  15  Mr.  E. 
Stokes  weighed  in  31b.  4oz.  of  roach  and  bream  from 
Medway.  Any  members  who  have  not  had  their  A.B. 
ticket  are  reminded  that  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
secr^ary.     Next  meeting,  Wednesday,   Aug.   28. — 

Battbrsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.  —  On  Aug.  18  the 
following  weighed  in:  —  Messrs.  A.  Pemberton, 
131b.  ll^oz.  of  roach  and  bream  ;  G.  Stevens,  sen., 
81b.  6|oz.  bream  ;  C.  Ireland,  lib.  3|oz.  bream  ;  0. 
Dejonge,  21b.  9oz.  roach  ;  G.  W.  Hall,  61b.  4oz.  bream. 
We  fish  a  match  on  Sept.  1  for  four  prizes.  Members 
are  requested  to  assemble  at  Clapham  Junction  at 
7.45  a.m.    Fare,  4s. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Aug.  18,  but  met  with  poor  sport,  Mr.  F.  Hudson  only 
saving  us  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  show  of  chub.  Our 
delegate  gave  in  his  report  and  same  was  received  with 
satisfaction. — W.  Payne. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed  in.  On  Aug.  11,  "Spider" 
weighed  in  bream,  151b.  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  bream, 
91b.  (one  bream,  31b.  4oz.  and  two  roach,  31b.  4oz.)  ; 
G.  Armstrong,  roach  and  bream,  41b.,  and  Croft,  bream, 
41b.  On  Aug.  18,  "  Spider  "  weighed  bream  and  roach, 
191b.  Mr.  J.  Wigley,  bream,  101b.  G.Armstrong,  barbel, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace,  71b.  Mr.  Croft,  bream,  61b. 
In  fishing  for  our  August  prizes,  the  members  to  be 
allowed  to  fish  at  Amberley.  Leave  London  on  Sun- 
day morning.  The  prize  distribution  is  Sept.  3.— 
C.  Ct.  Piggott. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— Owing  to  several 
members  being  away  on  their  holidays  very  few  have 
weighed  in  fish.  On  Aug.  6,  Mr.  J.  Martin  weighed  in 
421b.  bream  and  on  Aug.  11,  221b.  bream.  Our  outing 
for  August  series  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Aug.  25  in  the 
Medway.  East  Peckham  train  leaves  London  Bridge 
ait  7.13  a.m.  Will  members  please  note  that  in  future 
we  weigh  in  on  Sundays  at  Royal  Fort,  Grange-road, 
instead  of  Rose  and  Crown,  Southward  Park-road. — 
A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim  -  crescent.  Netting  -  hill.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  last  week  :  W.  Yarham;  perch  ;  H.  Wilkins, 
roach,  81b. ;  F.  Wilson,  jack ;  and  J.  Carroll,  one 
trout,  lib.  6oz.,  from  our  Harefield  fishery.  I  hope 
members  will  muster  up  at  our  match  at  West 
Drayton  on  Aug.  25. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuhy  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Aug.  18, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  weighed  in  dace  ;  Mr.  R.  Lummes 
and  Mr.  C.  Davis,  roach ;  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson,  perch. 
The  quarterly  peg-down  match  takes  place  on  Aug.  25, 
at  Ware,  when  we  fish  for  three  prizes  xmderthe  usual 
conditions.  On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  W.  Taylor  .weighed  in 
bream,  41b.  lOJoz.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bootle  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road.— The  outing  to  EUesmere  on  the  15th 
inst.  was  a  great  success,  a  good  muster  turning  out, 
and  the  chairman  (H.  E.  L.  Grundy)  won,  making  a 
record  catch  in  competitions  of  421b.  12oz.,  the  heaviest 
fish  being  a  bream  of  51b.  4oz.,  and  the  heaviest  roach 
lib.  loz.  The  bream  was  taken  on  fine  roach  tackle, 
-and  took  a  considerable  time  to  land.  Mr.  Cain  took 
second  prize  (31b.  6oz.),  and  Mr.  Gilmore  the  third 
prize  (21b.  12oz.)  In  the  local  competition  at  Lither- 
land  on  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  C.  Cain  captured  the  first 
prize  and  Mr.  Tom  Taylor  the  second.  Six  new 
members  were  elected,  and  two  put  up  for  election  at 
the  next  meeting.  Contests  were  arranged  for  the  Lea 
on  29th  inst.  and  at  Rufford  on  the  31st  inst. — Rddd. 

Burlington  Anglers,  Princess  Alexandra,  Corn- 
wall-road, Westboume  Park. — A  meeting  of  the  above 
took  place  on  Aug.  19,  when  a  letter  was  read  from 
the  Anglers'  Association.  Messrs.  Pettifer  and  Jenner 
have  had  some  good  sport  with  the  bream  in  the  river 
Ouse.  Mr.  Alder  has  had  roach.  I  would  particularly 
ask  members  to  show  up  in  force  on  Aug.  26,  when  our 
Benevolent  box  is  to  be  opened. — F.  West. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  outing  on  Sept.  1,  arranged  to  take  place 
at  St.  Margaret's,  has  been  altered  to  Cheshunt  (top 
bound)  instead,  owing  to  the  present  bad  state  of  the 
■water  at  the  boundary  chosen.  Members  can  go  down 
by  the  7.20  train  from  Liverpool  Street,  or  a  later  one. 
Show  fish  not  later  than  7.30,  at  the  Red  Cow.  On 
Aug.  18  we  had  a  good  show  of  fish.    Mr.  H.  Smith 


Jingling  ^uthtrcs. 

August  25. 

Allason  United  Brothers  :  Brake  outiqg. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Club  ;  Outinf. 

Blenheim  >  Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  ;  Match  at  Ware. 

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Boxmoor. 

East  Dulwich  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Harlesden  :  Match  at  Sunbury. 

Junior  Piscatorials  ;  Outing. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Park :  Annual  dinner. 

Silver  Trout  :  Match  at  Fittleworth. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
August  26. 

Jolly  Anglers  :  Match  at  Ely. 

North  London  :  Visit. 
August  28. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 

Walthamstow  Brothers :  Concert. 


Sept.   1. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Hatfield- 
Peverel. 

,,     1. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Outing. 

,,     1. — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing. 

,,     1. — Dalston  :  Outing. 

1. — Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 
,,     1. — Jolly  Anglers  :  Outing  to  Enfield  Lock. 
,,     1. — New  Century  :  Prize  outing. 
,,     1. — United  Bros. :  Match  at  Yalding. 
,,     1. — Wenlock  :  Prize  outing. 
,,     1. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
,,     3. — Bermondsey  Bros.  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
,,     3. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Visit. 
,,     3. — S.L.A.U.V.L. — Distribution  of  prizes. 
,,    15.— Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 


had  81b.  12oz.  roach;  Mr.  C.  Drawbridge,  51b.  2oz. 
roach,  and  21b.  7oz.  perch  ;  two  fish,  largest  lib.  5^oz. ; 
Mr.  E.  Argent,  41b.  3oz.  roach  and  perch ;  Mr.  R. 
Anderson,  31b.  6oz.  roach  ;  Mr.  J.  Lee,  roach  ;  Mr. 
H.  Ward,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  C.  Pycroft,  roach  and 
bream ;  Mr.  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  roach  and  bream ;  Mr. 
R.  Nursey,' chub,  and  dace  ;  Mr.  W.  Els  worthy,  perch  ; 
Mr.  L.  Stephenson,  dace,  and  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach. — 
E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — We  had  another  fair  show  on 
Aug.  18,  Mr.  Mann  having  a  bag  of  barbel  and  roach, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Fuller  roach  from  the  Old  House  at  Horne, 
largest,  lib.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  Parker,  roach  and  chub ; 
Messrs.  H.  Taylor,  Painter,  A.  E.  Hoodless,  F.  and 
T.  Dykes,  Gill,  W.  Andrews,  Reynolds,  Whittick,  and 
A.  Taylor  also  had  takes  of  barbel,  chub,  etc.  Mr.  T. 
Taylor  has  been  elected  a  member. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — On  Aug.  18 
Messrs.  Eyres,  Brown,  and  Salmon  weighed  in  fish. 
Our  fifth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on  Aug.  26,  at 
Woking.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.40,  from 
Woking  8.50.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
North  London  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Rising 
Sun,  Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road,  N.,  on  Monday, 
Aug.  26.  They  are  good  visitors  and  will  provide  a 
good  entertainment. — F.  Castell. 

CoLEBROOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Our  meeting  on  Aug.  15 
was  well  attended,  and  a  pleasant  evening  spent.  Mr. 
A.  Clayton  on  Aug.  18  had  a  nice  brace  of  brook  trout, 
weighing  lib.  5|oz.  and  lib.  Joz.  Messrs.  G.  Johnson 
and  H.  Kimpton  on  Aug.  16  had  a  few  nice  roach  from 
the  Lea. — Thos.  Wm.  Johnson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  E. 
■  Elsey,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  F.  Beames,  perch  and 
bream ;  Mr.  H.  Stump,  bream.  On  Aug.  19,  Mr.  W. 
Gooding,  bream,  four  specimens  out  of  ten  fish;  Mr. 
P.  P.  Sorge,  bream,  five  specimens  out  of  eight  fish 
We  fish  our  August  outing  at  Hampshire  Court,  roving 
from  Molesey  Lock  to  Sunbury  Lock,  two  rods,  usual 
conditions,  leave  Waterloo  6.50  p.m.,  24th,  return 
11.45  a.m.  25th.— F.  P.  Sorge. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Jphn  Massey 
weighed  in  bream,  largest  31b.  lO^oz. ;  chub,  largest 
lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  Hopping,  bream,  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  a 
show  of  roach. — W.  M: 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  We  had 
another  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Haines  having 
371b.  of  carp ;  Mr.  Macdonald,  bream  and  roach.  I 
hope  members  will  show  up  at  Buston  station  on  Aug. 
25,  train  starts  at  9  o'clock. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Aug.  18  only  a  few 
members  out.  Messrs.  A.  Wild,  S.  Swain,  and  G. 
Baker  weighed  in  some  very  nice  roach  and  jack. 
On  Tuesday  (Aug.  20),  in  consequence  of  the  small 


attendance,  nothing  was  done.  Members  are  again 
requested  to  attend  to  settle  the  prizes.— S.  Malby. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Messrs.  J.  Wargent  and  A.  J. 
Bannister  had  fair  sport  on  Aug.  18,  at  Pulboro',  witli 
perch  and  bream.  Our  lapsed  prize  outing  'takes 
place  on  Aug.  25.  Mr.  T.  Evans  was  enrolled  as  an 
honorary  member. — B.  Dxball. 

Poeest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  B.— On  Tuesday  Aug.  20  four  honorary  member^ 
were  elected  and  a  prize  outing  was  arranged  for 
Sept.  28  and  29,  in  Association  waters  at  Amberley. 
The  following  have  had  good  takes  of  bream  since  my 
last  report :  Messrs.  J.  T.  Inman,  541b. ;  H.  Creeke 
381b. ;  and  J.  Durell,  141b. ;  Mr.  H.  Lane  a  nice  show 
of  roach.  B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  Aug.  18 
Mr.  Verity  weighed  in  roach,  and  Mr.  Ellins  tench  and 
rudd  ;  largest  tench,  31b.  Joz.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  private  match  fished  at  Sun- 
bury on  Wednesday  between  Mr.  E.  T.  Pimm  and  Mr.  P. 
Brookes  versus  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Hunton,  resulted 
in  the  two  former  gentlemen  winning.  A  match  is 
arranged  to  be  fished  at  King's  Langley  on  Aug.  25,  for 
four  prizes,  and  the  lapsed  prizes  of  the  Uxbridge 
match  will  be  competed  for  on  the  following  day  at 
Teddington;  to  the  latter, -private  money  has  been 
added.— E.  S.  C. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Grownj 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  Russell  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  bream  ahd  dace.  I  hope  members 
will  attend  Wednesday,  Aug.  28,  as  so  few  members 

attend  that  our  business  4s  very  much  in  arrears.  • 

C.  S. 

Ilpohd  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Hford. — We  had  a  most  enjoyable  outing 
on  Wednesday,  when  between  forty  and  fifty  members 
journeyed  to  their  private  waters  at  Jlaldon.  Mr.  J. 
W.  Benton,  CO.,  our  president,  accompanied  us. 
Sport  on  the  whole  was  satisfactory.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  were  Messrs.  J.  N.  Boston,  Welling 
G.  Summers,  and  J.  H.  Belcher.— F.  C.  Welling.  ' 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Aug.  18.  Messrs.  Reeve,  81b.  of  roach  ; 
Brookman,  51b.  13Joz.  bream  and  roach;  Granfield,' 
71b.  9Joz.  trout,  largest  21b.  9Joz. ;  M.  Croker,  lOlb! 
14oz.  roach;  Wood,  rfach  and  gudgeon;  Burwash, 
roach  and  perch.  Members  who  intend  coming  to 
the  match  at  Maldon  East  on  Sept.  1  kindly  show  up 
on  Tuesday  next  to  clear  books. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End.— The  following  weighed  in  on 
Aug.  18 :  Messrs.  H.  Grunnell,  bream ;  J.  Jones, 
roach;  H.  Smith,  roach;  H.  G.  Wyatt,  roach;  F.  W. 
Wyatt,  roach ;  Mr.  Mansfield,  barbel,  over  41b.'  on 
Saturday  (Aug.  17).— H.  G.  Wyatt. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Our  next  competition  will  be 
a  rover,  on  any  public  water,  from  Aug.  25  to  Aug.  31 
inclusive.  Members  to  let  the  hon.  sec.  know  which 
day  they  intend  going  out,  and  must  weigh  in  before 
11  p.m.  same  day.  At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  E. 
Bennett  was  made  a  working  member.  During  the 
week  Messrs.  P.  Sturgess,  S.  Bellchamber,  and  J.  W. 
Freeman  have  weighed  in  roach. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Aug.  18  the 
following  had  fish:  Mr.  Palmer,  one  jack,  51b.  13oz. ; 
Messrs.  Bawdrey,  Watling,  White,  Farr,  Cook,  Biggs, 
Richardson,  R.  Watling,  Symes  and  Stevens  having 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Our  next  outing  of  the  season 
takes  place  at  Bourne  End,  on  Sept.  15.  Usual  condi- 
tions.— W.  Watling. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C.— On  Aug.  18,  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  H.  Brown,  dace ;  J.  Want,  good  bream ; 
J.  Collins,  dace.  A  special  outing  to  Windsor  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  1  for  honorary  members,  the 
working  members  fishing  for  a  handsome  silver  watch 
and  chain  presented  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Curtis  ;  the  honorary 
members  for  a  special  prize,  value  half  a  guinea.  To 
go  down  on  the  morning  and  start  from  the  Water- 
man's Arms,  Brocas-lane,  at  10.30 ;  bank  or  punt. — 
J.  Collins. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Aug.  18  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  and  the  following  mem- 
bers weighed  in : — Messrs.  N.  Hart,  roach  and  perch  ; 
E.  Lamb,  bream  and  roach;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach; 
Samuels,  roach,  and  W.  Carter,  roach.  On  Aug.  28 
meeting  takes  place.— G.  Taylor. 

NoSth  London  Angling  SoaiBTY,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road.  —  On  Aug.  18  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  Stretch,  roach  and  bream ; 
Mr.  H.  Ford,  roach;  Mr.  W.  L.  Boarman,  roach;  Mr. 
J.  Payne,  roach;  Mr.  F.  Wood,  roach.  The  next 
return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  takes 
place  at  the  above  on  Aug.  26,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends.  Clubs  not 
receiving  post-cards  kindly  accept  this  invitation  and 
oblige— H.  Stretch. 
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Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Societt,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Thursday,  Aug.  15, 
Messrs.  J.  T.  Coates  and  G.  Cartwright  had  a  day  on 
private  water,  and  turned  up  at  the  club  house  to  show 
the  fish,  which  consisted  of  jack,  perch,  roacli,  and 
rudd.  On  Aug.  18  most  6t  the  working  members  went 
to  Westerham  on  the  brake  outing  organised  by  our 
clerk  of  the  scales,  Mr.  T.  Boys.  Messrs.  Kidd,  bream 
and  chub,  W.  E.  Nayler,  chub,  dace,  and  perch  ;  P.  D. 
Smithers,  chub.  On  Aug.  25,  at  Shalford,  we  fi'ih 
between  the  lock  towards  Guildford  and  the  spring  at 
Shalford  ;  two  rods,  other  conditions  as  usual ;  6.48 
from  London  Bridge,  returning  by  5.48.  Cup  com- 
petition, second  round  in  Oct.  ;  those  members  who 
fished  elsewhere  on  Aug.  11  are  barred.  Quarterly 
night  Sept.  3 ;  will  members  kindly  send  or  bring 
subscription  books  to  assist  the  auditors. — W.  S.  0. 

Obiginal  Alexandba  Angling  Society,  Crow- 
and  Anchor,  ,  Che«l''''e-''t-cct,  Beuunai-green.  —  On 
Aug.  18,  J.  Nagle  weighed  in  roach  and  dace  ;  A.  Birch, 
•^ace,  perch,  and  roach-;  T.  Hadkiss,  roach  ;  J.  Pavis, 
dace  ;  F.  Stitchbm-y,  roach.  The  remaining  prize  will 
be  fished  for  on  Aug.  25,  same  place  and  conditions. — 
Geobge. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — The  following  weighed  in  some  nice 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  on  Aug.  18  :  Messrs.  R. 
Hopton,  J.  Hopton,  J.  Reitz,  G.  Fox,  and  A. 
White.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the 
King's  Arms,  Waltham,  on  Aug.  25,  members  to  meet 
at  Park  station  to  catch  the  10.58  train,  when  I  should 
like  to  see  any  anglers  or  friends  who  would  like  to 
participate. — H.  Gates. 

Pbckham  Bbothbbs  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  'Walworth,  S.E. — Result  of  our 
open  match  for  August  series  on  the  18th :  Mr. 
Gardham,  first ;  Mr.  Gibbs,  second  ;  Mr.  R.  Hatherill, 
third  ;  Mr.  Brancher,  fourth ;  also  weighed :  Messrs. 
Freelove,  Patey,  Regardsoe,  Ilsley,  and  Steedman. 
Messrs.  Gibbs  and  Gardham  saved  us  from  a  blank  on 
the  11th.— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  Hammond, 
Smith,  May,  and  Taylor  had  a  good  show  of  barbel, 
roach,  and  bream. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Aug.  18,  Messrs.  F.  Turner 
weighing  in  dace ;  P.  Dickens,  jack ;  G.  Huggins, 
roach.  Mr.  J.  Wyett  brought  us  a  new  working 
member.  Sept.  3  will  be  our  return  visit. — P. 
Cook. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Aug.  18, 
Mr.  Clark  weighed  in  show  of  bream  and  roach,  and 
Mr.  Woollon  bream  and  dace.  On  Aug.  20,  we  had  a 
good  muster  and  a  particularly  interesting  subject, 
which  concerns  all  anglers  generally,  came  under 
debate.  This  was  with  reference  to  the  rights  of  the 
public  to  fish  in  the  Thanies  at  Maidenhead,  and  the 
action  brought  against  Andrews,  the  well-known  fisher- 
man of  that  locality.  Mr.  Cecil  Lumley,  who  is  the  prime 
mover  in  the  matter  and  a  member  of  our  society,  gave 
us  full  details  of  the  above,  and  the  same  was  discussed 
at  great  length  by  all  members  present,  who  were 
unanimous  in  thinking  that  the  matter  in  question 
was  one  which  should  be  supported  by  every  angler. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  then  accorded  to  Mr.  Lumley, 
Mr.  John  Jukes  was  then  proposed  as  honorary  mem- 
ber. Outing  to  Fittleworth  on  the  25th.  Members 
travel  down  on  the  24th  or  same  day.  Hope  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  on  Tuesdays  at 
9  o'clock  sharp  in  future. — Richard  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  prizes  won  in  the  Yalding  match  will  be  dis- 
tributed at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  3.  I  hope  the  function  will  he  a 
successful  one,  but  I  am  afraid  that  unless  several 
secretaries  of  societies  interested  in  the  prize-list 
comply  with  the  arrangements  made  their  members 
will  be  greatly  disappointed  on  that  evening. — A. 
G.  Smith. 

STOCKvraLL  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— On  Aug.  18 
nineteen  members  took  part,  with  the  following 
result :  Mr.  A.  Pain,  1 ;  Mr.  W.  M.  Thomas,  2 ;  Mr. 
A.  Jenkins,  3;  Mr.  H.  Payne,  4;  Mr.  E.  Barker,  5; 
Mr.  D.  Adams,  6.  Mr.  R.  Tirrell  was  the  winner  of 
the  consolation  prize.  Messrs.  T.  Lucas,  G.  Pinner, 
and  A.  Ansty  also  weighed  in.  Mr.  W.  Eyke  also 
brought  up  a  nice  show  of  dace  (91b.),  and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Shepheard  roach,  bream,  and  chub  (61b.).  At  our 
meeting  on  Aug.  20  Messrs.  H.  Steer,  sen.,  H.  J.  Steer, 
and  S.  E.  Steer  were  nominated  as  working  members. 
.  —A.  P. 

Stratpobd  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Aug.  18 
Messrs.  Sandiland,  Grandl,  and  Payne  weighed  in  a 
good  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  not  had  very  good 
sport  during  the  past  week.  On  Aug.  18  Mr.  C.  P. 
Poueits  had  21b.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  A.  Cartwright  had 
a  mixed  show  of  fish,  including  a  nice  bream  turning 
the  scale  at  51b.— J.  S.  F.  Webb, 


United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — On  the  18th  inst.,  the 
following  were  the  prize  winners  :  Messrs.  W.  Tyler, 
1st  with  121b.  of  bream  and  roach ;  E.  Groves  2nd, 
bream  ;  W.  Stephens,  3rd,  bream  ;  W.  Dragc,  4th,  and 
a  given  prize  ;  H.  Sandford,  a  given  prize  ;  C.  Wilder- 
spin,  R.  Cleminson,  P.  Beak,  and  H.  Fordham  also 
weighed  in,  the  total  weight  of  fish  taken  in  the  match 
being  over  401b.  Our  next  club  match  takes  place  at 
Yalding,  Sept.  1st.— F.  H.  Beak. 

Walham  Gbeen  and  Chelsea  Aiigling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting 
it  was  decided  to  hold  an  outing,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
all  members  will  be  present  at  our  next  meeting  to 
fix  up  particulars.  Mr.  A.  Glass  weighed  in  barbel, 
bream,  and  roach,  and  l\Ir.  Heitman  roach  and  gudgeon 
on  Aug.  18. — Fred.  Templeman. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — Our  outing  to  Oxbridge  on 
Aug.  18  was  a  success,  all  prizes  being  taken.  1st, 
Mr.  Odart,  roach  and  perch  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Harman,  roach, 
gudgeon,  and  pope ;  3rd,  Mr.  Calicut,  gudgeon  and 
pope.  JNIr.  Riley  took  the  prize  for  gross  weight  of 
dace.  The  following  also  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Parnham, 
roach  and  eels;  T.  Cayley,  roach;  Marshall,  roach  and 
perch ;  and  G.  Parnham,  a  roach  scaling  lib.  S.Joz. 
We  are  discussing  outing  to  Amberley,  to  take  place  in 
September  in  conjunction  with  Walthamstow  Brothers 
Angling  Society.  Don't  forget  Mr.  Schoeke's  benefit, 
which  takes  place  on  Aug.  28  at  the  Essex  Arms'. 
Tickets  are  now  obtainable  at  our  club  house  or  from 
the  secretary. — W.  Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Notwithstanding 
the  members  of  the  above  society  were  able  to  fish 
their  own  favourite  waters  the  lapsed  prize  outing  for 
Aug.  18  was  a  blank.  The  outing  remains  good  for 
Aug.  25  under  the  same  conditions,  when  I  hope  to 
see  large  bags  of  fish.  Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Massey 
were  proposed  as  new  members. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Milton  was 
made  a  member.  Our  peg  down  match  at  Langley,  on 
the  18th,  resulted  as  follows : — Mr.  Mercer,  bream ; 
Mr.  F.  Buteux,  bream  ;  and  Mr.  Snead,  roach ;  only 
three  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  Milton  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  and  tench.  Our  honorary  member  and 
friend  has  presented  us  with  £6,  to  be  fished  for.  The 
first  match  takes  place  at  Byfleet  on  Sept.  1 ;  peg 
down. — H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  the  Black  Boy, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham.— Mr.  C.  Haynes  has 
been  to  Henley-on-Thames  and  landed  a  mixed  basket 
of  roach,  dace,  and  chub ;  the  largest  fish  was  a  chub, 
41b.  loz.,  wBich  is  being  set  up. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.— Owing  to  the  sudden 
death  of  our  respected  secretary,  Mr.  R.  Lowther, 
which  occurred  last  Sunday,  our  match  which  was  to 
have  taken  place  at  Dagenham  on  Aug.  25  has  been 
postponed  until  Sept.  1 ;  match  to  be  fished  under  the 
same  conditions.  The  following  members  weighed  in 
on  Aug.  18  :  Messrs.  Pethurst,  Burling,  Vale,  Newton, 
junr.,  -H.  Mills,  Hall,  Homer,  roach  ;  T.  Miller,  roach 
and  bream ;  and  Mr.  Turner,  one  perch,  weight, 
lib.  SJoz. — R.  Pethurst. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich,  S.E.  —  On  the 
evening  of  Aug.  18  a  very  fair  show  of  fish  was  to  be 
seen.  Mr.  Montague  had  a  nice  catch  from  Dagen- 
ham, 91b.  4oz.  bream.  Messrs.  J.  King,  senr.,  A. 
Martin,  and  W.  J.  Sullivan  had  some  very  nice  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Med  way.  Mr.  J.  King,  senr.,  had 
a  fine  roach  of  14oz.— R.  B.  Watts. 

,  Yarmouth  (Great)  Piscatorial  Society.  —  The 
last  of  the  final  matches  for  the  Foulsham  Challenge 
Cup  was  fished  at  .Ormesby  (Eels  Foot)  on  Aug.  15, 
twenty-one  members  competing.  A  wet  morning, 
leaving  ofi  raining  about  noon,  when  a  strong  N.W. 
wind  started  blowing,  made  fishing  somewhat  uncom- 
fortable. Sport  ruled  generally  slow,  only  1011b.  of 
fish  being  weighed  in.  The  successful  members  were  : 
— T.  J.  Mason,  161b.  15oz. ;  A.  Gallehawk,  111b.  ;  W. 
B.  Staff,  91b.  9oz.  ;  H.  R.  Atkins,  81b.  1.3oz_.  The 
following  members  are  now  eligible  to  fish  in  the 
semi-final— Messrs.  H.  R.  ^tkins,  R.  Wright,  R.  B. 
Thompson,  S.  Graystone,  J.  H.  J.  Fortescue,  C.  G. 
Baker,  W.  Harwood,  T.  J.  IMason,  C.  Balding,  E.  W. 
Buckingham,  L.  P.  Garrett,  W.  Lowne,  W.  C.  Steward, 
A.  Gallehawk,  W.  B.  Staff,  which  will  be  held  at 
Ormesby  (Eels  Foot)  on  Aug.  29.  Mr.  T.  J.  Mason, 
who  was  umpire,  had  as  his  assistant  Mr.  S. 
Hassall. 


The  Rev.  W.  Verner,  fishing  on  the  Erne  on 
Aug.  13,  killed  two  salmon,  22^1b.  and  141b. ;  and  on 
Aug.  14  one  of  181b. 

Whilst  float  fishing  at  night  on  the  Medway  at 
Tonbridge  recently,  Mr.  N.  F.  Jones  (of  Tonbridge) 
captured  a  roach  of  lib.  12oz.  and  fifteen  inches  in 
length.  He  sends  a  photo  of  the  fish,  which  appears 
to  be  a  particularly  handsome  one.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  Medway  holds  some  fine  fish. 


From  Liverpool-street  to  Cromer  (139  miles)  by  the 
Cromer  and  Mundesloy  expresses  is  a  delightful  run 
through  a  delightful  country.  This  is  made  apparent 
by  the  "annotated  time  tables"  issued  by  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company.  There  are  several  trains 
during  the  day  bound  for  that  fashionable  watering- 
place,  Cromer,  and  with  this  beautifully  illustrated 
handbook  in  your  possession  you  may  start,  say,  at 
9.35  a.m.,  and  take  note  of  the  places  of  interest  through 
which  you  are  swiftly  carried.  At  9.44  you  arrive  at 
Stratford,  where  the  G.E.R.  Company's  works  employ 
5000  hands.  From  Stratford  the  line  to  Colchester 
runs  almost  parallel  with  the  straight  Roman  road 
which  joined  London  and  the  great  Roman  stronghold. 
Aftsr  Stratford  and  the  crowded  "  London  over  the 
border,"  open  country  is  soon  reached  at  Chadwell 
Heath  and  Romford,  with  the  green  hills  of  Epping 
Forest  away  on  the  left,  and  the  more  distant  Kentish 
hills  on  the  right.  Then,  on  rising  ground  on  the  left, 
the  first  windmill  is  passed,  backed  by  the  trees  and 
square  church  tower  of  South  Weald. 


And  so  on  to  Chelmsford  (twenty-nine  and  three- 
quarter  miles)  at  10.26,  Hatfield  Peverel  at  10.34, 
Colchester  at  11,  Ipswich  11.29,  etc.,  etc.  On  through 
Stowmarket,  Trowse,  Salhouse,  Wroxham,  to  Gunton, 
when  in  a  few  minutes  the  fresh  breeze,  with  its 
"whiff  of  the  briny,"  reminds  you  that  the  journey  is 
ending.  The  uplands  with  their  cornfields  and  green 
spinneys  spread  away  to  the  right  and  left,  but  ahead 
slope  down  to  a  grey  church  tower  and  cluster  of  red 
roofs,  and  to  a  wide  stretch  of  glistening  sea  that 
seems  to  mount  skywards.  And  with  that  first  glimpse 
of  "  Poppyland  "  the  train  steams  into  Cromer  Station. 


Mr.  R.  E.  Langfield  (Mallow,  co.  Cork)  writing  to 
the  Field  says  :  "  One  of  my  men  caught  a  pike  in  the 
Blackwater  weighing  about  5Jlb.,  which  had  recently 
swallowed  a  full  grown  stoat."  The  editor  remarks 
that  "  Stoats  are  good  swimmers,  and  the  one  referred 
to  was  very  likely  crossing  the  river,  or  perhaps  hunting 
a  water  rat.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  animal  was 
not  a  weasel,  for  this  would  have  afforded  excellent 
proof  that  this  little  animal,  as  well  as  the  stoat,  is  a 
native  of  Ireland,  a  moot  point  on  which  evidence  is 
wanting.  It  bears,  however,  on  another  question, 
namely,  whether  fishes  possess  the  sense  of  smell.  It 
would  seem  not,  if  they  can  swallow  a  stoat,  although 
cold  water  may  have  the  effect  of  '  silencing  the 
enemy's  guns.'  " 


Another  correspondent  of  the  Field  says  that 
when  trolling  for  pike  in  Loch  Coultre,  he  hooked,  on 
a  Blue  Phantom,  a  pike  of  TJlb.  On  the  gillie  taking 
the  fish  into  the  boat,  he  exclaimed,  "This  rascal  has 
been  hooked  before,"  and  sure  enough  there  was  a 
piece  of  gimp  eighteen  inches  long  sticking  out  of  his 
mouth.  Taking  a  knife,  the  gillie  opened  up  the  fish 
and  cut  from  its  inside  a  trolling  tackle  carrying  no 
less  than  ten  hooks,  to  which  was  attached  as  a  sinker 
the  hind  leg  of  a  toy  lead  stag  about  three  inches  in 
length. 


A  remarkable  fish  story,  says  tl  e  Sun,  has  attained 
the  honour  of  publicity,  I  see.  While  trolling  on  Loch 
Garve  last  month,  an  angler  says  he  caught  a  101b. 
pike  which  had  swallowed  a  rat  nine  inches  long, 
said  rat  being  absolutely  intact.  I  am  now  awaiting 
early  information  that  somebody  has  captured  a  pike 
which  has  swallowed  a  wringing-machine. 


Reports  just  issued  on  the  salmon  fisheiies  of 
England  and  Wales  show  that  our  rivei  s  are  year  by 
year  becoming  less  productive.  Comparisons  are 
drawn  between  successive  years,  from  1895  down  to 
1900,  and  these  indicate  that  the  "good  years"  in  the 
last  half  of  the  period  were  neither  so  good  nor  so 
numerous  as  in  the  earlier  half,  while  the  bad  years 
were  both  more  frequent,  and  in  almost  every  case  fell 
to  a  lower  level.  Out  of  forty  districts  reported  on 
last  year  the  yield  of  salmon  was  below  the  average  in 
twenty-seven,  some  of  the  most  productive  rivers,  such 
as  the  Tyne,  Severn,  Usk,  Wye,  Lune,  Dee,  Avon,  and 
Stour,  being  included  in  this  depressing  category. 


Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  Committee,  says  the  Daibj  dnonicle, 
just  appointed  to  report  as  to  "  The  best  means  by 
which  the  State  or  local  authorities  can  assist  scientific 
research  as  applied  to  problems  affecting  the  fisheries 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,"  is  bound  to  be  an 
interesting  chairman.  If  he  draws  up  the  report  of 
the  committee  it  cannot  fail  to  be  a  piece  of  elegant 
literary  workmanship,  for  Sir  Herbert  is  one  of  the 
very  few  real  men  of  letters  in  the  House.  He  is  a 
veritable  Varro  in  his  breadth,  for  he  has  written 
and  edited  novels,  those  of  his  old  friend  Whyte 
Melville,  for  instance  ;  he  has  written  lives,  and  good 
lives  too,  of  men  so  difierent  from  each  other  as  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  and  the  late  Right  Hon.  W.  H, 
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?iu  .  ®  I*"  *  ^'liarming  essayist,  and  as  the  editor 
of  the  Anglers  Library  "  and  the  author  of  "  Salmon 
and  Sea-trout  will  not  come  to  this  committee 
without  some  technical  knowledge  of  the  "sea  and 
all  that  therein  is."  Sir  Herbert  was  once  a  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  but  bears  no  grudge  against  the 
chief  who  passed  him  and  others  over  for  those  of 
his  own  household.  He  is  still  as  he  was  when  he 
entered  the  House  of  Commons  one-and-twenty  years 
ago— one  of  the  best  dressed  men  in  it. 


Mb  Stebbings  writing  from  the  Commodore 
lachting  Station,  Oulton  Broad,  says  :— "  On  A.ug  20 
Mr  W.  L.  Calkin,  staying  and  fishing  from  the  Com- 
modore with  Mr.  A.  Macfadyen  and  friend,  landed 
over  a  hundred  perch  from  10.30  a.m.  to  3.15  p.m.,  the 
fish  weighing  from  ilb.  to  lib.  each.  These  gentlekien 
^ere  fishing  on  the  Broad." 


The  net  fishing  on  the  Eiver  Tay  closed  on  Tuesdav 

^  ^'^'■y  ^'^'l'        it  was  supposed 

at  that  time  that  there  would  be  an  excellent  season 
all  over,  but  owing  to  the  continued  low  water  in 
summer  and  the  river  becoming  so  dirty,  the  fish  did 
not  come  freely  until  June  and  July.  Since  then 
there  have  been  floods,  so  that  the  prospects  improved 
greatly,  and  the  fishing  is  daily  becoming  more  satis- 
factory. No  extraordinarily  large  sajmon  have  been 
got  this  season,  the  heaviest  being  50ilb.,  but  a  con- 
siderable number  were  landed  up  to  401b.  The  salmon 
during  the  whole  season  have  been  in  excellent  con- 
.  dition,  but  the  grilse  have  been  disappointingly  small 
and  not  so  numerous  as  was  expected  owing  to  the 
immense  shoals  of  smolts  that  were  seen  descending 
the  river. 


On  Thursday,  Sept.  6,  Mr.  Edwin  Drew,  angler 
author,  manager,  and  journalist,  will  give  a  grand 
-entertainment  at  St.  George's  Hall,  Eegent-street 
London.  For  twenty  years,  at  intervals,  Mr.  Drew 
has  given  a  great  variety  of  good-class  entertainments 
in  the  above  hall,  and  the  beauties  of  elocution  have 
been  kept  to  the  front,  with  no  pandering  to  lower- 
class  attractions.  From  Samuel  Brandram  down- 
wards, artists  known  at  home  and  abroad  have  been 
on  the  programmes,  which  have  won  the  careful 
^teem  of  such  papers  as  The  Times,  Standard,  Daily 
Telegraph,  Mormng  Post,  Queen,  etc.,  etc.  Mr  Drew's 
entertainments  are  always  worth  attending,  and 
.tickets  and  further  information  may  be  obtained  at 
■dl,  Caversham-road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W." 


r  To-day  (Saturday)  another  contingent  of  the  Lych- 
nobites,  under  the  guidance  of  President  A.  C.  Cannell 
will  leave  Waterloo  Station  at  10.5  a.m.  for  Frensham 
Pond  Surrey,  where,  after  fishing,  Host  Griffiths  will 
entertain  them  to  one  of  his  usual  bountiful  repasts 
irensham  is  a  charming  spot,  and  although  I  cannot 
accompany  them,  I  wish  my  brother  Lvchnobites  a 
pleasant  outing. 

Mr.  Weigglesworth  (a  brother  Lychnobite)  has 
removed  from  the  Portugal  Hotel,  Fleet-street,  to 
27  and  29  Eastcheap,  where  all  anglers  will  be  sure  of 
a  hearty  reception. 


The  Summer  Number  of  the  Shooting  Times  (Aug.  17) 
is  brimful  of  interesting  articles  and  illqstrations  on 
shooting  and  fishing.  The  "chatty"  notes  by  the 
editor  are  always  very  entertaining,  and  at  the  popular 
price  of  2d.  should  be  in  every  sportsman's  possession. 
One  of  the  features  in  the  ,S'.  T.  is  the  column  yclept 
"Answers  to  Correspondents,"  by  "Ananias."  Here  is 
a  sample  Constant  Eeader."— Certainly.  Glad  to 
hear  you  like  our  paper.  Have  answered  your  question 
nine  times  in  last  six  months.  Please  refer.  "  No.  5." 
—If  the  man  shot  you  purposely  you  certainly  have  a 
remedy.  TryHomocea.  "  Dog  Kennel."— Don't  know 
the  breed  from  your  description.  Try  soap,  then  write 
again.  "  Willie."— If  the  forks  were  plated  you  did 
quite  right  to  leave  them.  We  would  not  visit  there 
again.  "  Cartridge."— No,  we  never  recommend  pro- 
prietary powders.  We  did  once,  and  got  our  face 
scratched.  Hence  these  tears.  "  Sardine."— If  the 
fish  were  as  you  describe,  you  may  be  sure  they  were 
smelt.  "  Blue  Fire."— No.  The  place  referred  to  is 
not  in  Scotland,  and  the  gentleman  did  wrong  to 
instruct  you  to  go  there.  It  is  quite  hot  enough  here 
'•  Beginner."— No ;  you  are  wrong.  You  hold  the 
ihick  end ;  the  other  is  where  the  shot  comes  out  of 
"  Fishtales."— We  should  say  a  20  per  cent,  increase 
is'usual.    To  put  on  more  is  to  exaggerate. 


One  of  the  best  takes  o.n  record  was  that  of  Mr 
W.  F.  K.  Wallis,  of  Nottingham,  who  captured  26'7 
roach,  estimated  to  weigh  1501b.,  all  of  which  were 
returned  but  forty,  which  weighed  451b.  Now  I  hear 
that  Mr.  Frank  Merryweather  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bridge- 
man,  fishing  in  private  waters  in  Bedfordshire,  recently 
naught  1201b.  of  roach,  all  under  lib.  being  returned 
The  thirty-five  fish  retained  weighed  671b.    Four  are 


being  mounted  which  are  said  to  weigh  31b.  602., 
aib.  loz.,  31b.,  and  21b.  15oz.  If  true  roach  they  are 
certainly  fine  fellows. 

Mr.  C.  Ciiarltom  says  it  mav  interest  readers  to 
know  that  there  is  some  good  fishing  this  month  in 
the  Regent's  Canal,  a  friend  of  his,  Mr.  W.  Mason, 
taking  eight  roach,  weighing  51b.  7oz.,  on  Aug.  18,  in 
six  hours— two  fish  of  15oz.  each,  one  of  14*oz  and 
five  weighing  211^  lO^oz. 


The  Connoisseur  is  the  title  of  a  now  illustrated 
monthly  magazine  for  collectors.  It  supplies  a  demand 
that  has  long  existed  for  such  a  publication  among 
collectors  of  all  kinds,  and  will  no  dou' <->^" 
favour  of  those  to  whom  it  appeals,  if  the 
the  first  number  can  be  maintained, 
"get-up"    is  excellent,  and  of  great  l»  .ii 

concerned.  Special  mention  must  be  made  of  the 
illustrations,  which  are  a  great  feature,  the  photo- 
gravure plate  of  Miranda  and  the  design  for  the  cover 
being  masterpieces  of  art.  It  is  a  really  good  shillings- 
worth,  and  is  published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low 
Marston  &  Co.  (Ltd.),  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
lane,  E.G. 


I  SPENT  a  few  hours  last  week-end  at  Barton  Mills 
on  the  River  Lark,  Suffolk.  Of  course  I  called 
on  Captain  Hewlett,  at  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage,  and 
strolled  round  his  beautiful  grounds,  etc.  I  "put 
up  "  at  the  Dog  and  Partridge,  Mr.  W.  Howes  pro- 
prietor (late  of  the  Bull  Hotel),  and  was  well  served 
The  present  proprietors  of  the  Bull  Hotel,  Messrs. 
Caswell,  have  every  accommodation  for  anglers,  who 
can  be  catered  for  in  first-rate  stvle.  Although  my 
fishing  was  of  short  duration,  I  saw  Messrs.  Bonsall, 
Lewer  et  fils,  and  Valentine  (staying  at  the  "Bull") 
catch  some  good  roach.  One  old  angling  friend  from 
Newmarket,  Mr.  W.  Enock,  brought  in  a  bag  of  roach 
(largest  IJlb.,  but  all  good  fish)  weighing  271b.  Wasp 
grub  is  usually  a  favourite  lure  on  the-  Lark  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  Leeds, 
had  sent  (post-haste)  some  splendid  "  grub  "  and  fine 
fat  gentles  down  to  the  "  Bull "  for  the  delectation  of 
the  aainty  roach  ;  but,  as  it  happened,  the  most  suc- 
cessful bait  was  "  stewed  wheat  "  boiled  "  to  a  turn  " 
by  Miss  Flossie  Hewlett.  From  now  to  the  end  of 
September  is  the  best  time  for  good  baskets  of  roach. 
There  are  also  some  good  chub  and  dace  in  the  Lark. 


One  sad,  discordant  note  was  struck  when  I  heard  that 
Mr.  Hill  (an  employ6  of  Squire  Bristowe)  had  lost  his 
wife  after  a  very  brief  illness.  Mr.  Hill  and  I  have 
crossed  swords  many  a  time  at  Barton  Mills  as  to  the 
merits  and  demerits  of  dry  and  wet  fly  fishin"  v 
coarse  fishing.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  he  is  a  good  all- 
round  sportsman,  and  the  fact  that  Squire  Bristowe 
journeyed  from  London  to  be  present  at  his  wife's 
funeral  on  Tuesday  shows  the  respect  and  esteem  in 
which  both  were  held.  Mrs.  Hill  was  only  30  years 
of  age,  and  leaves  two  little  girls  and  a  boy  to  mourn 
her  loss.  A  large  number  of  the  parishioners  followed 
her  to  the  grave,  where  some  magnificent  wreaths 
were  deposited.  I  deeply  sympathise  with  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Hill,  and  I  am  certain  that  will  be  endorsed 
by  all  know  him. 

"Have  you  ever,"  writes  "  Drag,"  junior,  who  is 
spending  his  holiday  at  Deal,  "been  out  on  the 
Goodwins  in  a  north-east  gale?  I  went  yesterday  with 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey  and  his  family  in  the  good  yacht 
Clarendon.  It  was  a  never-to-be-forgotten  experience 
The  sea  was  magnificent  and  the  boat  behaved 
splendidly.  Her  crew,  with  Dick  for  skipper,  manage 
her  splendidly,  and  I  could  not  help  wishing  that  you 
ha,d  been  with  us.  A  fine  sunshinv  August  afternoon 
with  heavy  sea  running  gave  one  a  little  idea  of  what 
a  frightful  experience  the  brave  lifeboat-men  must 
have  when  a  black  December  gale  i^  blowing  and  in 
their  errand  of  mercy  they  try'  to  get  alongside  a 
wreck  on  the  great  '  shippe  swallower.'  It  must  be 
awful  work  I  " 


I  quite  agree  with  my  son— it  must  be  awful  work 
and  I  am  glad  that  he  has  taken  my  tip,  given  in 
these  columns  a  few  weeks  ago,  to  take  a  sail  in  the 
Clarendon,  a  tip  which  I  am  pleased  to  repeat  now 
bhe  is  a  fine  vessel  and  splendidly  managed,  as  I  have 
already  testified  from  personal  experience. 


Mr^R.  Pethuest,  of  the  West  Ham  Brothers,  Coach 
and  Horses,  Stratford,  E.,  writes  :  "  I  much  regret  to 
announce  the  death  of  our  much  esteemed  and  able 
secretary  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  who  died  at  his  house  on 
bunday  last,  and  was  laid  to  rest  at  the  West  Ham 
Cemetery  on  Thursday.  '  Dick,'  as  he  was  known  to 
most  anglers,  has  been  secretary  of  the  West  Ham 
Brothers  for  about  25  years,  and  was  much  respected 
by  the  members  and  his  numerous  friends,  of  which 
be  had  plenty  wherever  he  went.    He  followed  his 


favourite  pastime  up  to  the  last,  and  was  out  fishing 
at  Manningtree  on  August  11,  only  being  taken  ill  on 
the  following  Tuesday.  His  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by 
his  family  and  members  of  the  club,  for  which  he 
worked  hard."  (Having  fished  with  the  late 
Mr.  R.  Lowther  many  times,  I  can  endorse  all  that 
Mr.  Pethurat  has  said.  He  was  a  good  fisherman  and 
a  gentleman.) 


The  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  Walmer, 
Mr.  Doughty,  has  left  the  town,  and  his  place  at  the 
Lord  Nelson  Hotel  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Edward 
Burke,  a  good  angler.  His  first  report  appears  this 
week.  He  asks  mo  to  say  that  he  will  be  pleased  to 
meet  anglers  who  are  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  from 
what  I  know  of  him,  I  am  sure  he  will  do  them  all 
:  1  at.  Le  sor\  0."  r —  "'lien  I  called  to  see  him. 

.'- ;  •    nciitial  co;  .  ' 
tiser,  has  been  ioroitju 

funds  to  secure  the  r'-  v'ces  of  emine^x.  1  - 

behalf  of  the  fisherman,  Andrews,  whose  dispute  v.i. 
Sir  Roger  Palmer,  Bart.,  has  already  been  mentioned 
before  a  Divisional  Court.  Sir  Roger  claims  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  fishery  between  Maidenhead-bridge 
and  Boulter's  Lock,  while  the  case  for  the  fisherman, 
which  is  also  that  of  the  public,  is  that  for  twenty-five 
years  there  has  been  no  hindrance  or  remonstrance 
against  fishing  in  that  part  of  the  river.  Both  Sir 
Roger  and  the  public  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Cecil 
Lumley,  60,  Great  Portland-street,  is  the  hon.  secre- 
tary, are  determined  to  fight  to  the  bitter  end,  in  view 
of  the  importance  of  the  points  involved. 


Now  that  seaside  holiday  resorts  are  crowded,  a 
timely  warning  is  given  of  the  illegality  of  having  in 
one's  possession  for  sale  or  otherwise  any  edible  crab 
measuring  less  than  four  and  a  quarter  inches  across 
the  broadest  part  of  the  back.  Lobsters  must  not  be 
taken  unless  they  measure  more  than  eight  inches 
from  the  tip  of  the  beak  to  the  end  of  the  tail  when 
spread  out  flat. 


Messrs.  J.  M.  Hill,  H.  H.  Hill,  and'R.  M.  Andrews 
were  dabbing  off  Langney  Point,  Eastbourne,  on  the 
18th  inst.,  with  boatman  William  Knight  (number  36) 
when  Mr.  J.  M.  Hill  caught  a  fine  turbot  weighing 
IS^lb.  on  a  No.  1  dab  hook  (twisted  gut).  Not  having 
a  gaff  Knight  promptly  thrust  his  hand  into  the 
tvu-bot's  mouth  and  smartly  landed  it.  The  basket 
also  comprised  over  five  score  of  good  dabs. 

I  HAVE  to  compliment  Mr.  Sid  Ransom,  the  hon 
sec.  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  on  his  latest 
catch.  Not  a  big  fish  this  time,  but  a  lovely  daughter, 
weighing— but  no  matter.    My  love  to  her  I 


Like  Napoleon  the  Great,  that  humorous  raconteur  of 
good  stories,  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platts,  has  a  wondrous  apti- 
tude for  taking  advantage  of  the  situation,  and  making 
the  most  out  of  it.  Last  week,  in  the  excellent  angling 
column  he  supplies  to  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  he 
takes  me  to  task— pleasantly  it  is  trae,  but  neverthe- 
less he  does  it— for  diving  into  American  sources  for 
one  of  the  stories  I  recently  told  in  this  column. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  plead  guilty  to  tha 
soft  impeachment,  because  I  stated  in  the  opening 
lines  that  it  sounded  a  bit  "  Murrican,"  and  therefore 
the  origin  of  the  story  must  have  been  patent  to  every 
one  who  read  it.  W.  C.  P.,  however,  with  an  eye  to 
copy,  treats  me  to  a  mild  lecture,  and  then,  in  the 
most  unblushing  journalistic  manner,  utilises  the 
opportunity  by  letting  off  a  few  exceedingly  ancient 
Yankee  chestnuts  in  illustration  of  his  argument. 
To  say  the  least  of  it,  this  is  very  much  a  case  of  don't 
do  as  I  do,  but  do  as  I  say,  and  it  is  also  very  much 
"  W.  C.  P.,"  as  is  the  article  in  which  he  ensiirines  his 
iittle  sermon  for  my  special  benefit. 


Seveeal  applications  have  been  received  as  to 
information  regarding  Rag  Worms— how  to  obtain, 
how  to  preserve,  etc.  From  our  advertisement  columns 
it  will  be  seen  that  they  may  be  procured  from 
G.  Rickards,  of  Worthing,  packed  in  moss,  post  paid, 
for  Is.  3d.  per  gross.  Without  a  doubt  rag  worm  is  a 
killing  bait  for  bass  and  mullet,  etc.,  and  I  hope 
shortly  to  sample  some  of  Mr.  Rickard's  "  rags." 

Verily  to  Irish  humour  there  is  no  end.  "  The 
Mick"  from  time  to  time  brightens  these  columns 
with  his  little  "expariencies  "  ;  now  I  hear  by  a  side 
wind  that  "  Truthful  Tommy  "  reproved  his  son  when 
sea  fishing  thuswise  :— "  Look  here,  my  boy,  if  you  are 
going  to  be  say-sick  when  you  come  out  fishing  with 
me,  the  next  time  I  take  you  out  I  shall  lave  you  at 
home.  But  even  "The  Mick"  and  "  T.  T."  must 
admit  that  Mr.  Reddy,  M.P.,  wants  a  lot  of  beating. 
Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  complained  of 
the  brutal  conduct  of  a  master  of  a  workhouse  in  his 
constituency.  "He  stabbed  the  tramp,"  says  Mr. 
Reddy,  "  in  such  a  brutal  way  that  the  poor  man  fell 
down  dead,  and  his  life  was  despaired  of  for  several 
weeks."  Dbagnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mommg. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  contest  promoted  by  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  took  place  on  Saturday  last  in  the  canal 
at  Nantwich.  The  afiair  was  on  the  whole  somewhat 
of  a  failure,  as  the  number  of  entries  was  very  small 
considering  the  amount  of  money  put  up  for  prizes. 
The  great  drawback  was  that  the  place  was  not  easy 
of  access  to  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
association  and  the  large  amoimt  to  be  paid  in  railway 
fares,  as  a  sufficient  number  could  not  be  given  to 
the  railway  company  to  allow  the  members  to 
travel  at  the  single  fare  for  the  double 
joxirney,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  Saturday  is"  not 
a  day  by  any  means  suitable  to  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers ;  had  it  been  on  a  Mo"''''y  the  contest  would 
have  been  better  patronised.  The  weather  being  wet 
also  deterred  some  of  the  members  from  taking  part  in 
the  contest,  which  was  of  two  hours'  duration,  and 
was  fished  under  the  Birmingham  Association  rules, 
the  result  being  that  Mr.  P.  Jolley,  of  Liverpool,  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  15oz.  of  fish  ; 
Mr.  J.  Baker,  Stafford,  second ;  Mr.  T.  Robinson, 
Warrington,  third ;  Mr.  T.  Edwards,  Warrington, 
fourth ;  Mr.  J.  Jones,  Birmingham,  fifth ;  Mr.  S. 
Whittaker,  Warrington,  sixth ;  Mr.  J.  Latham,  Crewe, 
seventh ;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Birmingham,  eighth ;  Mr. 
W.  Bate,  Warrington,  ninth;  and  Mr.  T.  Shenton 
Crewe,  tenth,  etc.  The  arrangements  were  carried 
out  by  Messrs.  Knight  and  Emson,  of  Warrington, 
and  Messrs.  Smith  and  Price,  of  Crewe.  At  the  close 
of  the  weighing  in  Mr.  H.  Miller,  of  Birmingham, 
handed  over  to  the  successful  competitors  their  prize 
money. — The  Oak  Angling  Society  fished  their  annual 
contest  on  Aug.  18  at  Kemsey,  on  the  Severn.  Eighty- 
six  members  competed  for  a  valuable  lot  of  prizes. 
The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration,  and  fished 
vmder  the  association  rules.  The  following  are  the 
fijst  six  prize  winners  in  the  order  named :  Messrs.  C. 
Wainwright,  Houghton,  W.  Chew,  Holloway,  Maytell, 
and  Williams.  The  first  prize  taker's  weight  was  31b.  5oz. 
A  valuable  marble  clock,  valued  at  £5,  is  given  as  first 
prize.  Fishing  during  the  week  has  again  been  good  ; 
some  very  fine  bream  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  in 
the  Luddington  district  by  the  members  of  the 
St.  Stephen's,  also  at  Defford  and  Eckiagton, 
the  stewed  wheat  being  again  the  best  bait.  Some 
good  roach  have  also  been  taken  from  the  Trent  with 
the  maggot.  I  hear  that  a  lot  of  netting  is  being  done 
on  the  Avon  near  to  Bidford.  The  Stafford  Angling 
Society  are  making  arrangements  to  hold  their  eighth 
annual  contest  on  Saturday  (Sept.  14)  in  the  canal  at 
Radford,  near  Stafford,  when  prizes  to  the  value  of 
£10  10s.  will  be  competed  for ;  the  contest  is  open  to 
all  England.  The  contest  tickets  are  2s.  each,  and  may 
be  had  from  Mr.  H.  Parsons,  5,  Cottage-lane,  Stafford. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  most  of  the  Fen  waters  roach  fishermen  are  now 
doing  very  well.  The  weather  has  been  all  in  favour 
of  this  particular  branch  of  sport,  and  those  who  have 
fished  with  creed  wheat  baits  have  met  with  an 
extraordinary  amount  of  success.  On  the  Witham 
the  best  bags  have  probably  been  made  on  the  lengths 
at  Tattershall,  Kirkstead,  and  Stixwold.  Of  the 
drains  in  the  Boston  district  the  Mount  Pleasant  and 
Bargate  drains  have  yielded  as  well  as  any.  Some 
anglers  have  put  as  much  as  ,251b.  to  their  credit  as 
the  result  of  a  few  hours'  fishing,  and  many  of  the  red 
fins  have  weighed  upwards  of  lib.  each.  Forty-foot 
subscribers  have  operated  with  success  on  the  swims 
between  the  railway  viaduct  and  Donington  bridge, 
the  latter  for  preference,  where  there  are  excellent 
facilities  for  ground-baiting,  which  is  almost  a  si7ie 
qua  non  for  continuous  sport.  Bream  fishermen  still 
continue  to  get  hold  of  a  few  big  ones  in  the  deeps  of 
the  Witham  below  Anton  Gowts,  one  or  two  of  those 
captured  this  week  weighing  over  51b.  apiece.  Those 
who  have  angled  in  the  Glen  at  Surfleet  have  also 
obtained  a  fair  measure  of  sport.  The  waters,  how- 
ever, are  getting  low  and  bright  for  reaching,  and 
care  should  be  exercised  in  the  selection  and  manipu- 
lation of  tackle.  Many  visitors  last  week  end  went 
into  the  Wisbech  district  to  give  the  Cambridgeshire 
waters  a  trial. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Universal  Angling  Association  of  Hull  fished 
their  second  match  this  season  on  Aug.  14  at  Saxby, 
on  the  river  Ancholme,  each  member  having  very  fair 
sport,  and  amongst  the  fish  caught  were  several 
bream  going  from  IJlb.  to  nearly  31b.  each,  the  best 
catch  of  the  day  being  by  Mr.  William  Hall,  who 
weighed  in  121b.  15oz.  of  nice  bream  and  other  fish ; 
amongst  the  other  catches  were  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow, 
81b.  15f  oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Cheeseman,  81b.  9 Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  Stocks, 
81b.  4Joz. ;  Mr. William  Crossland,  61b.  9oz. ;  and  Messrs. 
Pitts,  Forcey,  and  Sharpe  had  each  considerably  over 
51b.     Their   next  outing  is  arranged  for  Aug.  28 


on  the  river  Ancholme  at  Brigg,  members  leaving 
Hull  at  7.40  a.m. — The  Holderness  Angling  Associa- 
tion fished  their  third  match  on  thei  15th  at  Weel 
Ferry  on  the  river  Hull,  resulting  in  Mr.  R.  Goodwin 
taking  first  honours  with  61b.  3Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thompson  second,  31b.  14|oz. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Addy 
closely  following  with  31b.  14Joz.  for  third  prize. 
Some  very  good  catches  of  roach  continue  to  be  made 
in  the  lower  waters  of  the  Hull  at  Dunswell,  Cicey, 
Wawne  and  Figham,  paste  being  the  chief  lure; 
amongst  those  who  have  been  successful  are  Mr.  J. 
Thackeray,  who  had  thirty-two  nice  fish,  best  going 
lib.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  with  twenty-two  fish, 
best  scaling  15Joz.  The  Hull  Amalgamation  and 
Preservation  Societies  hold  a  joint  open  angling  match 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  at  Newport,  to-day 
(Saturday).  Excursion  leaves  the  Cannon  -  street 
Station  (Hull  and  Barnsley)  at  2.0  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Somebody  has  kindly  sent  an  envelope,  in  which 
are  postal  orders  and  stamps  to  a  liberal  amount,  to 
the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association's  secretary.  The 
genial  secretary  would  be  glad  to  know  who  is  his 
benefactor.  The  Warrington  anglers  did  well  at  Nant- 
wich, for,  out  of  thirty-three  competitors,  they  secured 
ten  prizes  out  of  thirty,  amounting  to  £13  17s.,  or 
nearly  half  of  the  £30  offered.  Mr.  S.  Thomas  of  this 
town  reports  a  catch  of  18  dace  all  over  8oz.  from  Llan- 
gollen. An  open  event  at  Northwich  attracted  an  entry 
of  eighty-one.  On  Saturday  last  (Aug.  17),  Mr.  R. 
Pendlebury  secured  the  first  prize  with  21b.  of  fish. 
Some  decent  baskets  are  again  reported  from  this  dis- 
trict. Mr.  J.  Midgely,  in  a  good  lot,  had  a  pike,  7^1b.,'and 
a  perch  of  lib.  Bream  are  still  feeding.  The  Clifton 
Anglers  visited  Brigg  last  Saturday  (Aug.  17),  and  met 
with  fair  sport;  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 
Thirty  competed  and  twenty-eight  caught  fish,  the  prizes 
going  to  Messrs.  J.  Wallwork,  J.  Chapman,  T.  Brome- 
low,  J.  Duddle,  G.  Haywood,  J.  Crank,  W.  Morris, 
and  H.  Howark.  Their  next  match  will  be  in 
September.  A  somewhat  better  report  is  to  hand 
from  the  Bollin.  Several  nice  trout  have  been  taken 
and  a  larger  quantity  of  coarse  fish  than  usual.  Our 
rivers  generally  are  in  a  state  described  as  improved. 
On  the  Bibble  more  rods  have  been  out  and  sport 
better.  Chub  are  reported  in  quantities  at  or  near 
Preston.  The  general  report  from  the  Wyre  is  more 
rods,  more  fish,  specially  after  4.30,  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches  perhaps  the  best.  From  the  Lune 
there  is  no  very  encouraging  report  ;  the  Wenning 
is  said  to  have  yielded  several  good  catches.  Many 
Lancashire  anglers  will  hear  with  regret  that  their 
old  friend,  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Chapel  Hill  Engine, 
Dogdyke,  is  dead,  and  was  laid  to  rest  on  Aug.  20, 
after  only  a  short  illness.  Many  of  our  waters  are 
better  for  his  timely  assistance  in  securing  us  good 
stock  fish. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  are  not  likely  to  hear  any  more  of  the  proposed 
branch  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  being 
established  in  this  city  after  the  event  of  last  Saturday 
at  Nantwich.  All  England  contests  of  this  kind  are  a 
mistake  for  any  general  association,  and  the  P. A. A. 
would  have  been  wise  in  profiting  by  the  experience 
of  the  N.A.A.  in  this  line  of  business.  The 
only  creditable  part  of  the  whole  proceedings 
was  the  magnificent  arrangements  of  Messrs.  Price, 
Smith,  Knight  and  Emson,  but  they  are  to  be  always 
depended  on.  The  satisfactory  weights  in  the  CP. A. A. 
championship  at  Poynton  are  certain  to  please,  and 
are  presumptive  evidence  of  the  utility  of  stocking. 
Last  Saturday  was  a  day  of  big  events,  and  it  may 
be  gathered  that  none  of  these  received  an  entry 
worthy  of  their  importance.  The  Gorton  Angling 
Society  on  Aug.  18  visited  Poynton  and  experienced 
no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  thirteen  prizes  to 
the  following: — Messrs.  A.  Wilson,  J.  Jones, 
T.  Stanton,  W.  Wilson.  J.  Whitfield,  J.  Way,  W. 
Boothroyd,  H.  Pallant,  J.  H.  Wilson,  C.  Godson, 
J.  Warburton,  W.  Watson,  and  J.  Godson.  The  Royal 
Walton  Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  last 
Saturday,  and  disposed  of  their  prizes  to  Messrs.  S. 
Burk,  R.  Greeves,  M.  Thompson,  J.  Hamilton,  W. 
Whitehead,  P.  D.  Gorden,  W.  George,  J.  Longworth, 
J.  W.  Shaw  and  J.  Briggs.  The  final  stage  of  the 
Moss  Side  Social  Championship  is  being  fished  to-day 
and  two  following  days  at  Northwich.  The  fifth  stage 
of  the  Levenshulme  Club  Championship  on  Saturday 
last  resulted  in  Messrs.  W.  E.  Spencer,  F.  G.  Schmidt, 
and  W.  Forrest  securing  the  first  three  places  of 
honour.  The  final  is  on  Sept.  7.  An  open  event  was 
decided  at  Chapel-en-le-Frith.  The  only  remarkable 
part  of  the  official  report  in  local  papers  is  the  fact 
that  only  245  out  of  351  entrants  fished. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  receded  to  the  ordinary  height 
of  summer,  and  barbel  anglers  are  losing  no  time 
in  baiting  up  their  favourite  svrtms.  Most  of 
these  have  yielded  fish  to  the  worm.  Adjoining 
Logan's  bridge,  at  Wilford,  Mr.  Walter  Bailey  has 
killed  twenty-five  in  two  outings,  and  above  thirty' 
for  the  week  have  been  caught  by  Mr.  0.  Timms. 


Grand  sport  has  been  enjoyed  at  Shalford  by  Mr.  E. 
Bayley  and  Mr.  G.  Lowe,  and  amongst  others  taken 
at  Kelham  by  Mr.  W.  Hall  was  one  of  7Jlb.  Sub- 
stantial returns  arc  announced  from  Sawley  to  the 
rods  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Baker  and  Mr.  H.  Daykin,  and  most 
of  the  patrons  of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  waters  have 
secured  a  few  fish  either  above  or  below  the  weirs. 
Chandler's  greaves,  used  on  ledgering  tackle,  have  also 
proved  successful,  especially  off  the  bank  in  classic 
Clifton  Grove.  Mr.  F.W.  K.Wallis,  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks,  and 
Mr.  T.  Birks  have  scored  splendidly  with  creed  wheat 
amongst  roach  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  the  first-named, 
on  Saturday,  getting,  I  understand,  above  200  fish  to 
his  own  rod.  Only  the  best,  however,  were  kept.  Mr. 
A.  Smith  and  others  have  done  well,  and  so 
far  the  reaching  season  has  been  an  exceptional 
one.  Visitors  to  Collingham  and  the  waters  in 
that  district  have  accounted  for  large  quantities  of 
very  fine  bream.  My  friend  and  neighbour 
Mr.  C.  Kenrick  Jones,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
secure,  on  a  long  lease  from  the  Jlidland  Railway 
Company,  the  beautiful  lakes  near  Trent  Station. 
These  are  known  to  hold  plenty  of  fish,  and  in  order 
to  encourage  trouting,  Mr.  Jones  intends  in  November 
to  stock  with  ten  thousand  rainbows.  Day  and  season 
tickets  will  be  issued,  and  personally  I  heartily  con- 
gratulate Mr.  Jones  on  his  spirited  enterprise. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Sport  in  the  waters  frequented  by  Sheffielders  has 
been  generally  good,  though  in  nearly  every  case  the 
baskets  have  been  roach,  bream  and  other  fish  being 
rarely  seen.  The  Witham  at  Kirkstead  and  Langrick 
has  done  very  well  indeed,  and  some  nice  catches  have 
been  made  with  creed  wheat,  the  fish  running  up  to 
Jib.  There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  fish  at  Old  Leake, 
and  anglers  have  done  well,  though  the  roach  them- 
selves were  not  very  good  samples.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  Brigg,  where  the  fish  are  small.  The 
Boston  waters  have  returned  to  form  again  and  are 
doing  well.  The  Trent  always  fishes  better  later  on, 
and  one  does  not  hear  of  much  doing  at  present. 
Trout  fishing  at  Damflask  after  being  "  off  "  for  a  long 
time  shows  considerable  improvement,  and  the  dam  is 
again  being  well  patronised.  Most  anglers  have  got  fish, 
but  very  few  of  them  many  in  one  day.  Those  secured 
have  run  at  about  a  pound  apiece,  and  have  been 
caught  with  the  wasp  grub. 

FROM   WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Three  of  our  local  clubs  have  had  competitions 
during  the  week,  and  as  they  took  place  in  the  hottest 
portion  of  the  day  very  few  fish  were  taken. — The 
Sabrina  Club  had  their  contest  in  the  Avon  at  Per- 
shore,  and  did  very  badly. — The  Berkeley  Arms  Club 
fished  their  contest  on  Saturday,  Aug.  17,  in  the  Teme, 
in  the  Bransford  Club  water.  First  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  C.  Langford ;  second,  J.  Stanton ;  third,  A. 
Pitt.  Sport  was  very  poor  indeed,  so  few  of  the  fish 
coming  up  to  the  3oz.  limit,  and  having  to  be 
returned  to  the  water.  —  On  the  18th  the  Good 
Intent  Club  fished  in  the  Avon  at  DeSord. 
Mr.  T.  Hodges  took  first  prize ;  Mr.  J.  Seers,  second  ; 
C.  Wood,  third.  Grayling  are  fairly  well  on  the  move, 
and  a  nice  lot  and  a  few  good  trout  have  been  taken 
on  the  club  waters  with  fly  and  maggot,  largest  take 
four-and-a-half  brace.  Very  few  game  fish  taken  in 
the  Teme,  but  the  dace  have  been  going  well  at  the  fly. 
At  Knightwick,  Messrs.  Cross,  Williams  and  Thomp- 
son had  each  a  good  basket  of  chub,  roach,  and 
dace,  and  a  few  grayling.  Below  Stanford  Bridge 
Messrs.  James,  Webb,  and  Thomas  caught  a  fine  lot  of 
fish,  including  several  brace  of  trout  and  grayling.  In 
the  Severn  the  chub  and  roach  have  been  fairly  well 
on.  Messrs.  Tyler,  Stokes,  Phillips,  Proberts,  and 
Williams  had  catches  of  71b.  to  101b.  each,  but  the  best 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Upton-on- Severn  district, 
the  roach  giving  rare  sport ;  local  anglers  and  visitors 
have  had  large  catches,  a  boat  being  necessary  to  reach 
the  best  fishing.  Messrs.  Farr  and  Broad  caught  a 
bucketful,  Mr.  A.  Coombe  had  201b.,  Mr.  W.  T.  Walton 
nearly  a  creel  full,  ]\Ir.  C.  Evans  12 Jib.,  and  several 
others  had  catches  of  over  51b.  each.  Creed  wheat  the 
bait  generally  used. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Harrogate  Conservative  Association  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  match  at  Boroughbridge  ;on 
Monday.  Mr.  J.  Pickles,  of  Leeds,  won  the  cup  with 
lib.  15oz.  Having  won  it  twice  previously,  it  becomes 
his  own  property.  Messrs.  Collier  and  Gunne,  of 
Leeds,  and  Mr.  Wright,  took  the  visitors'  prizes.  The 
annual  match  of  ti^  ciiqiloijcx  of  Messrs.  Cook, 
opticians,  York,  took  place  at  Wheldrake  last  Satur- 
day, when  eighteen  prizes  were  offered.  Mr.  John 
Wilson  had  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish,  41b.  9oz., 
which  included  nice  bream,  weighing  21b.  4oz.  Mr. 
T.  Fowler,  second,  had  a  good  dish  of  roach  weighing 
31b.  2oz. 


AMERICAN  BOOKS.— .\  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  .Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  24,  1901 


THE  GRANT 
VIBRATION  ROD 


Messrs.  CHAS.  PLAYFAIR  &  CO.  beg 
to  intimate  that  they  have  appointed 
the  following:  firms  as  Sole  Ag^ents  for 
these  Rods: 

CARTER   <&  CO., 

137f  JSt,  John  Street  Road,  London, 

«J.    E.  mULiUErFt^ 

19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 

jr.  MacI>HERSON', 

Church   Street,  Inverness. 

ABERDEEN,  August,  1901. 


Preliminary/  Notice. 


SOUTH  HEYON. 

An  Important  and  Unique 

?KCl)oia  Resiacntial  Sportiiij)  estate. 

Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth,  six  miles  from  Kingsbridge,  tliirty-three  miles  from  Kxcter,  and 
twenty-six  niiles  from  Plymouth,  embracing  an  area  of  about 

3L250  ^CRXSS 

I 

In  the  Parishes  of  Stokenham  and  Slapton,  with  Gentleman's  Residence,  Farms,  Lands,  The  Royal 
Sands  Hotel,  The  Fisherman's  Arms  Inn,  Houses  and  Cottsiges  in  the  Village  of  Torcross,  widely 
known  as 

STOMIELEY. 

The  Estate  commands  a  sea  frontage  of  two  miles  to  Start  Bay  and  embraces  the  renowned 

s  X- A  x»  T  o  3xr       uTsr , 

FAMOUS  FOB  ITS  "WIIiD  FOWL  SHOOTING  AND  FISHING. 

(With  the  above  is  included  the  Lordship  of  the  MANOR  OF  STOKENHAM.) 

The  property  will  be  submitted  for  sale  in  one  or  more  Lots  by  Public  Auction  (unless  previously 
disposed  of  by  private  treaty)  early  in  the  ensuing  Autunui. 

Plans  and  particulars  are  in  the  course  of  preparation,  and  when  ready  may  be  obtained  of 
Messrs.  Earblet  Holt  &  HULBERT,  28,  Charles  Street,  St.  James's  Square,  London,  S.W.,  or  of 
Messrs.  Dymond  &  Parsons,  21,  Southernhay  West,  Exeter. 

Daled  Sth  August,  1901 . 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 


CasJi  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


"ilofcs  from  f^c  ^oxll). 

On  September  1  the  Scotch  salmon  netting  season 
■will  cease  on  the  bulk  of  the  netting  stations  at  sun- 
down. A  few  fish  on  till  the  middle  of  September, 
and  already  on  a  few  the  close  season  has  begun. 

Fish  run  better  in  a  medium  water  than  in  a  flood 
or  semi-flood,  but  a  flood  is  necessary  to  clean  out 
the  summer's  accumulations  of  algae  and 
vegetable  matter  washed  down  from  the  hills. 


Considerable  activity  is  observable  at  Balmoral  just 
now  in  view  of  the  early  residence  of  the  Court,  and 
later  on  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cornwall  and  York 
and  their  family.   

General  Sir  Dighton  Probyn  came  up  Deeside  on 
Friday,  Aug.  16.  He  is  staying  at  Birkhall,  but  has 
been  over  to  Balmoral  every  day  since  his  arrival. 

H.E.H.  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  the  only  lady  angler 
getting  any  sport  on  the  Dee.  Mrs.  Pickering  has 
not  yet  begun,  and  Miss  Pickering  is  still  on  the 
Continent.   

Shetland  is  just  now  about  as  popular  a  resort  with 
the  tourist  angler  as  any  spot  in  the  British  Isles,  and 
it  is  about  as  remote  as  any  other.  Yet  by  steamer 
to  Aberdeen  on  Mondays  one  is  due  at  the  St.  Magnus 
Hotel,  Hillswick,  Shetland,  on  Wednesday  morning. 

Mr.  F.  D.  Bathgate,  schoolmaster.  West  Yell, 
Shetland,  will  be  happy  to  give  any  information  to 
anglers  going  his  way,  or  into  the  Shetlands  anywhere. 
He  has  just  called  my  attention  to  the  useless  and 
extensive  poaching  which  is  going  on  there  with  the 
sea-trout,  and  Mr.  Calderwood,  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  has  promised  to  see  to  the  matter. 

The  Dandy,  Terror,  Creepe»,  Worm  Fly,  Palmer, 
Tube,  etc.,  are  about  the  best  lures  one  can  use  for 
sea-trout  and  finnock  in  the  tidal  waters,  voes,  or 
estuaries  where  such  fish  abound. 


PISCATOEIAL  SOCIETY. 


Two  trays  of  handsome  bream  were  exhibited  at 
Monday's  meeting,  Aug.  19,  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  pre- 
siding. Mr.  Geo.  Smith  kindly  brought  up  from  the 
Uxbridge  water  eleven  heavy  fish  weighing  381b.  3oz., 
a  very  even  lot.  The  catch  was  one  of  the  best  seen 
on  the  society's  tables  for  years  past,  and  was  greatly 
admired,  the  captor  being  warmly  congratulated  upon 
his  success.  Mr.  Harold  Ansell  had  a  brace  of  bream 
weighing  71b.  lloz.  and  a  dozen  and  a  half  of  fine 
roach.  The  chairman  had  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr. 
R.  C.  Blundell  perch  at  Uxbridge.  On  the  Lambourne 
Mr.  R.  Bradford,  Dr.  Patterson,  and  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  had  trout,  the  last-named  member  having 
landed  and  returned  a  small  rainbow.  There  was  no 
news  from  the  Kennet.  M.  G.  E.  db  C. 


hotel  in  flames.  With  two  other  gentlemen  he 
obtained  ladders  and  choppers  and  released  the  people 
before  the  arrival  of  the  brigade,  learning  afterwards 
that  the  ground  floor  was  stored  with  paraffin  and 
gunpowder.  He  was  much  praised  for  his  action  and 
congratulated  on  results.  The  article,  published  in  a 
daily  paper  on  Aug.  20,  on  "  A  New  Trout {Sa.lmo 
irideus),  was  read  and  discussed,  as  we  are  interested 
in  this  fish,  having  recently  placed  some  in  our 
Chesham  waters. — J 


Sea-trout  are  nowhere  plentiful  as  yet,  and  finnock 
are  just  beginning  to  show  up  in  the  tidals.  The 
season  for  them  is  a  late  one,  while  for  sea-trout 
September  and  October  are  the  best  months  on  the 
east  coast,  and  August  and  September  on  the  north 
and  west  coasts.  Special  Scotch. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


At  the  weekly  meeting,  held  on  Tuesday  last  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  Mr.  J.  Dryden  occupied  the  chair. 
Correspondence  was  gone  through  and  the  G.E.R. 
thanked  for  their  offer  of  Guides.  Programmes  for 
season  ending  Feb.  15  next  have  been  sent  out  by 
which  members  will  see  we  have  some  special  fixtures. 
Mr.  Borthwick,  fishing  the  rivers  Isla,  Ericht,  and 
Lock  Marlie  had  secured  trout  and  grayling ;  Mr.  J.  H. 
Walker  and  party  on  river  Tweed,  trout  up  to  fib. 
with  dry  fly,  and  in  the  evening  fish  up  to  lib. 
Mr.  Connellan,  also  on  the  Tweed,  got  into  something 
big,  but  from  the  report  I  fear  did  not  land  it.  Mr.  J. 
Martin  Dickens,  in  Cornwall,  plenty  of  fish,  amongst 
them  being  four  blue  shark,  each  four  feet  long,  and  a 
121b.  pollack.  Mr.  Prior,  also  at  Looe,  a  very  fine  and 
large  variety  of  fish,  and  much  pleased  with  the 
trip.  Mr.  J.  Saunders,  thirteen  mackerel,  171b., 
largest  31b.  Mr.  Hayward,  some  good  roach,  ^Ib.  each, 
and  spoke  well  of  the  waters.  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders, 
one  brace  trout,  14Jin.  and  13Jin.,  from  Chesham. 
Messrs.  Norman,  Maull,  and  Basteer,  at  Newhaven, 
fifteen  conger,  plenty  of  small  whiting,  and  twenty- 
two  good  dabs,  many  lib.  each.  Several  members  are 
away  sea  fishing,  and  their  reports,  as  well  as  others 
from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  may  be  looked  for  next 
week.  Sea  anglers  should  now  be  getting  their  tackle 
in  order,  and  prepare  for  the  season  which  will 
shortly  be  on  us.  A  vivid  account  of  a  rescue 
of  a  family  from  a  burning  building  was  given 
by  Mr.  Borthwick.  At  3  a.m.  he  was  roused  by 
screams  to  find  a   house   three  doors   from  his 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members,  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  21,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  Mallett  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of'  the 
meeting  of  Aug.  14  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Calais,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Walton-on-Naze,  Alde- 
burgh,  Southwick,  Southwold,  Deal,  Dungeness,  Hay- 
ling  Island,  Porthgwarra,  Penzance,  Jersey,  Ilfraoombe, 
Bangor,  Aberffraw,  Leenane,Con  and  Ballycotton,  Cork. 
The  chairman  announced  that  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
(Sarcelle)  had  promised  to  read  later  on  a  paper  of  his 
experiences,  entitled  "Lines  in  Many  Waters,"  and 
that  the  date  ofDr.  Patterson's  paper  on  "  The  Society 
and  its  Objects  "  would  be  deferred  till  the  latter  end 
of  September.  Mr.  Tucker  reported  the  fishing  at 
Southend  poor,  the  prevailing  belief  being  that  no 
improvement  could  come  while  the  sun  retained  such 
power.  Mr.  George  Maull  had  been  fishing  at  Newhaven 
at  the  end  of  last  week  with  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Hearn, 
and  with  some  success,  landing  some  fair  pouting 
and  fifteen  conger  of  about  31b.  at  the  west  side  of 
the  Bay.  The  second  day  the  wind-  shifted  giving 
trouble  in  reaching  Seaford.  Dropped  lines  there 
in  thirteen  fathoms,  first  catching  whiting,  later  on 
dabs  of  very  fair  size  up  to  lib.  Take  one  tub  of 
whiting  and  thirty-seven  dabs.  Then  found  conger 
on  ground  that  in  former  years  produced  dabs 
only,  the  ground  having  changed  much  from  the 
harbour  operations.  Mr.  Yates  had  been  fishing  at 
Deal  with  Mr.  Woods  and  Mr.  James  Sexton  and 
had  been  much  bothered  by  the  grey  dogfish.  The 
first  day  he  took  twenty-one  dabs  of  very  fair  size,  one 
good  plaice  of  21b.,  one  whiting,  and  one  red  gurnard ; 
the  next  day  thirty  dabs,  and  Mr.  James  Sexton  the 
first  cod  of  the  season,  weighing  2oz.  short  of  81b.,  and 
one  small  bream,  using  lugworm  as  bait.  Mr.  Sexton, 
senr.,  caught  eight  pollack  from  the  pier.  Dr.  Patter- 
son drew  attention  to  the  unhappy  strike  at  Grimsby 
and  the  starvation  already  ensuing  among  the  fisher- 


August  24,  1901 


THE  FISHING-  GAZETTE 


137 


men  and  their  families.  He  also  mentioned  that  the 
Foreign  Ofdce  report  upon  the  proposed  inter- 
national restrictions  on  sea  fishing  in  territorial 
waters  in  the  North  Sea  had  been  placed  in 
his  hands,  and  he  furnished  the  meeting  with  infor- 
mation drawn  therefrom  upon  the  most  important 
subject  of  the  growing  failure  in  the  supply  of 
fish  from  the  North  Sea,  one  that  has  always  had 
the  very  serious  consideration  of  the  society.  A  very 
useful  discussion  then  ensued,  and  the  hope  was  ex- 
pressed that  something  would  at  last  be  done  to  secure 
some  remedy.  The  customary  toast  of  "  Success  to 
the  Society  "  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man closed  the  meeting. — W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Sec. 


HIGHBUEY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  W.  T.  Aitwood  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Aug.  21,  and  our  delegate  reported  the  proceedings  at 
the  Anglers'  Association  meeting.  Members  were 
sorry  to  hear  that  very  serious  accounts  were 
given  of  the  pollution  of  the  Lea — hundredweights  of 
dead  fish  having  been  taken  out  at  Ponders  End, 
amongst  them  some  very  fine  specimens.  A  member 
well  acquainted  with  the  locality  pointed  out  that 
at  Edison  and  Swan's  factory  in  "dipping"  acids 
are  used,  and  that  after  dipping  the  metals  are 
immersed  in  rinsing  tanks,  the  waste  water  from 
which  is  kept  flowing  into  the  river.  It  may  be 
worth  while  for  the  Lea  Conservancy  to  follow  up  this 
hint.  Since  last  report,  Mr.  S.  Stone  has  recorded  a 
fine  perch,  21b.  2^oz.  ;  Mr.  Shaw  a  good  take  of  roach 
and  dace — best  dace  10|oz.  ;  Mr.  Hersant,  chub,  perch, 
and  dace  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  Clements,  in  four  hours' 
fishing,  took  twenty-three  fish  (five  varieties)  from  the 
club  water,  and  sea-fishing  captured  some  good  bream. 
Mr.  Westrup  has  taken  chub,  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels, 
sea-fishing,  took  dabs  and  a  larg*  nurse-dog.  Members 
were  entertained  by  an  account  of  Mr.  H.  Dunn's 
experiences  in  co.  Antrim.  In  addition  to  fish  pre- 
viously reported,  he  had  two  more  good  takes  of  trout 
up  to  lib.  each  He  also  stated  that  at  a  Belfast  fish- 
monger's he  saw  Icwt.  of  pike  from  nine  to  fifteen 
inches  in  length  exposed  for  sale  at  3d.  per  lb.  It  is 
most  regrettable  that  such  a  thing  should  be  possible. 
Incidentally  he  advised  anyone  taking  eels  to  have 
them  eviscerated  and  smoked  over  a  peat,  or  better 
still,  a  straw  fire,  when  they  would  find  them  really 
delicious  eating.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
terminated  the  proceedings. — G.  W. 


SHEPHERD'S  BUSH  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


Several  of  the  members  of  this  association  have 
recently  been  enjoying  excellent  sport,  special  mention 
being  made  of  the  following  gentlemen  : — Mr.  P. 
Plumstead,  who  has  weighed  in  a  bream  of  51b.  9oz., 
a  perfectly-shaped  fish  in  grand  condition,  and  Mr. 
E.  W.  J.  Payne,  who,  fishing  at  Hemingford  Grey  and 
Huntingdon,  has  been  rewarded  with  some  fine  catches 
of  roach,  rudd,  and  bream.  Two  of  the  roach  weighed 
lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  8Joz.  respectively,  and  a  rudd  of 
lib.  15Joz.,  the  latter  a  beautiful  fish  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  annual  launch  party  held  a  short  time 
since  proved  an  unqualified  success,  the  president, 
Mr.  C.  Benwell,  and  Mrs.  Benwell,  Mr.  Pluckrose, 
vice-president,  and  a  large  number  of  members,  their 
wives  and  friends,  journeying  by  special  saloon  from 
Paddington  to  Reading,  and  proceeding  thence  by  the 
steam  launch  Duchess  to  Windsor,  where  the  saloon  was 
in  waiting  to  convey  the  party  to  London.  A  delightful 
trip  was  experienced,  and  the  thanks  of  all  are  dne  to 
the  courteous  proprietor,  Mr.  A.  H.  J.  Heard,  who 
carried  out  all  the  arrangements  in  a  highly-satis- 
factory manner.  The  membership  of  the  association 
is  still  increasing,  five  new  members  having  joined 
within  the  past  fortnight.  C.  E. 


GALLANT  RESCUE  FROM  THE 
ORWELL. 


Recently  a  little  boy,  named  Arthur  Grimwood, 
was  playing  on  the  Stoke  side  of  the  Cut  when  he  fell 
into  the  river.  Very  few  people  were  about  at  the 
time,  but,  luckily  for  the  boy,  Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate, 
landlord  of  the  Lock  Tavern,  was  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Cut  and  observed  the  peril  of  the  lad  as  he 
floated,  face  upwards,  in  the  water.  Mr.  Westgate, 
without  hesitation,  plunged  into  the  water  and  struck 
out  for  the  lad  as  he  was  floating  on  the  other  side. 
The  river  was  in  flood  at  the  time,  and  the  risk  was 
very  considerable.  While  he  swam  the  river  he  found 
opportunity  to  call  lustily  for  a  boat.  Mr.  Westgate 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  boy  and  landing  him  on  the 
Stoke  side  steps,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  boat  had 
reached  him.  This  was  sculled  across  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Ridley,  in  response  to  the  rescuer's  calls,  some  con- 
Biderable  difficulty  being  experienced  in  finding  oars — 


indeed,  a  single  oar  was  thrown  to  Mr.  Ridley  after  he 
had  entered  the  boat,  and  he  used  it  in  sculling  to  the 
opposite  side.  The  boy  suffered  very  little  from  the 
immersion,  but  the  arrival  of  the  boat  was  extremely 
fortunate,  for  certainly  Mr.  Westgate  had  exerted  him- 
self to  the  utmost  in  swimming  across  with  all  his 
clothes  on.  Mr.  Westgate's  courageous  action  was 
heartily  cheered  by  those  who  witnessed  it,  and  his 
friends  only  hope  that  his  health  may  not  suffer  by 
the  exertions  he  put  forth  to  save  the  boy's  life. — 
JjJswicli  Journal. 


Corresponbence^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


PISHING  ON  THE  EVANGEB  RIVER,  NORWAY. 

Sir, — I  have  read  the  note  in  your  Aug.  10  number 
witli  reference  to  the  Evanger.  I  arrived  at  the  hotel 
at  Evanger  on  Aug.  4,  and  saw  the  401b.  and  161b.  fisli 
which  the  gentleman  fishing  Mr.  Sturdy's  water  had 
killed  by  liarling  the  previous  evening.  These  fish 
were  taken  in  the  Skorve  and  Ho  Hoel  pools  belonging 
t«  Mr.  Sturdy,  and  although  these  may  or  may  not  be 
included  in  the  hotel  waters  now,  they  were  not  in  the 
"  free  water "  alluded  to  in  your  journal  some  two 
months  ago  or  less. 

I  understood  the  "  free  water "  included  Kvile- 
Kvale,  the  north  side  of  Saghoug,  and  the  north  side 
of  the  small  island  pool  above,  and  I  expressed  an 
opinion  that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  go  out  to  fish 
sucli  water,  but  I  had  no  desire  to  run  the  water 
down,  I  merely  wished  to  avoid  disappointment. 

Well,  I  learnt  at  Evanger  that  one  salmon  had  been 
caught  in  these  pools  during  the  season,  although 
whatever  fish  may  have  been  in  them  have  been  bom- 
barded with  natural  baits,  from  herrings  to  sprats,  etc. 

I  can  easily  understand  that,  as  Mr.  Sturdy  says, 
Kvile-Kvale  is  not  much  use  now,  as  it  has  filled  up 
with  gravel,  and  the  basin  in  which  the  fish  used  to 
lie  is  now  quite  shallow,  but  my  description  was 
correct  when  it  was  written.  The  gentleman  who 
killed  the  above  two  fish  also  killed  a  fish  of  341b.  and 
a  grilse  in  Skorve  and  Ho  Hoel  pools.  I  understood 
the  fish  fell  to  a  sprat. 

A  gentleman  wired  from  Bergen  to  the  hotel  at 
Evanger  on  Saturday,  Aug.  3,  for  lodging  and  salmon 
fishing  for  one,  but  got  no  answer,  and  upon  arriving 
at  the  hotel  the  next  morning  he  obtained  the  lodging 
but  not  the  fishing,  as  he  was  told  it  was  occupied,  so 
I  lei  him  share  Mr.  Kars's  water  with  me,  this  gentle- 
man having  acquired  Mr.  Beyer's  water  by  deed. 

Prom  Aug.  4  to  Aug.  9  inclusive  we  got  three  fish, 
231b.,  201b.,  and  141b.,  two  grilse,  71b.  and  51b.,  and 
three  sea-trout.  All  the  fish  fell  to  the  fly  while 
casting,  and  we  lost  two  fish,  about  201b.  and  251b., 
when  close  to  the  shore  through  the  hooks  breaking  at 
the  barbs.  With  the  exception  of  the  231b.  fish, 
which  was  fresh-run,  all  those  I  saw  at  the  hotel  were 
fitter  for  the  redds  than  for  the  table,  on  account  of 
the  hot  summer. 

I  believe  there  are  a  fair  number  of  fish  in  the  river 
with  the  tackles  of  natural  baits  in  their  throats,  and 
in  case  they  be  found  dead  later  on,  I  beg  to  state  that 
no  such  things  were  used  by  us. 

I  detest  natural  baits  ;  indeed,  generally  speaking, 
all  bait  fishing,  but  I  really  think  that  those  who  use 
them  should  fish  with  good  gut,  and  Mr.  Sturdy,  who 
is  a  sportsman,  will,  I  am  sure,  agree  with  me  in  this. 

If  Mr.  Sturdy  intends  in  future  to  include  Skorve 
and  Ho  Hoel  in  the  "  free  fishing,"  that  makes  it  a 
horse  of  another  colour. 

Mr.  Sturdy  and  Mr.  Kars  have  concurrent  rights  on 
the  south  side  of  Kvile-Kvale,  and  so  they  can  arrange  to 
fish  on  alternate  days.  Mr.  Sturdy  has  the  north  side 
of  Saghoug  and  Mr.  Kars  has  the  south  side,  and  if 
these  sides  are  fished  properly  within  the  rights,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  etiquette  usually  observed,  I 
fail  to  see  that  either  side  will  harm  the  other. 

Mr.  Sturdy  has  the  north  side  of  the  island  pool 
and  Mr.  Kars  has  the  south,  or  wrong  side,  and  as  to 
fish  it  would  do  little  more  than  harm  the  other  side, 
he  proposes  not  to  fish  it.  I  fail  to  see  what  all  the 
trouble  is  about,  and  am  sure  that  the  differences 
could  be  settled  in  five  minutes. — Yours  truly, 

Phaser  Sandeman. 


SOME  SUTHERLAND  PISHING  STATIONS. 

Dear  Sir, — Towards  the  end  of  July,  1901,  we 
arrived,  vid  Porsinard  Station,  N.B.,  at  Melvich 
Hotel,  close  to  the  shore  of  the  North  Sea,  and  in  full 
view  of  the  Orkney  Islands.  The  genially  frank 
expression  of  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  Morrison,  enhanced 
his  welcome,  and  we  found  a  goodly  number  of  anglers 
occupying  this  well-managed  and  comfortable  centre 
of  operations  among  the  surrounding  lochs  and  rivers, 
including  the  popular  and  most  agreeable  champion 
from  Perth,  with  his  son  and  a  couple  of  friends,  the 
pleasure  of  conversing  with  whom  added  much  to 
one's  general  information  about  the  gentle  art.  There 


were  also  some  typical  young  British  collegians,  from 
both  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  whose  flow  of  spirits  and 
fresh  good  hvunour  added  much  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  party  assembled.  The  hotel  hall  is  well  filled 
with  attractive  trophies  and  outlines  of  large  fish 
captured  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  lakes,  albeit  rather  distant  some  of  them  to 
walk  to  across  the  moors,  except  those  within  two  or 
three  miles,  afforded  baskets  of  fish  daily  that  might 
easily  raise  the  envy  and  admiration  of  southerners  in 
this  far  north  of  Sutherland.  A  more  well-fed  and 
handsome  basket  has  seldom  graced  or  filled  a  large 
tray  than  that  which  Mr.  Malloch  and  his  friend 
brought  in  from  Loch  Sleatill  (fished  by  permission), 
including  several  exceeding  one  and  two  pounds — 
forty-three  fish,  total  weight,  331b. ;  but  this  was  not 
the  only  good  day's  work.  ]3askets  of  101b.  and  151b. 
were  frequent,  and  Mr.  Hutchinson  performed  the  rather 
rare  feat  of  taking  two  fish  within  two  or  throe  days 
from  the  adjacent  loch,  Cuilbackie,  one  of  21b.  12oz. 
and  the  other  but  little  less  in  weight,  although  the 
large  trout  of  this  small  loch  require  both  good  fishing 
and  strong  temptation  as  a  rule.  The  Messrs.  Williams 
and  Mr.  Browne  also  often  went  further  away  over  the 
moors,  returning  with  heavy  baskets,  in  spite  of  misty 
weather  and  varying  winds  often  from  northerly 
directions. 

The  next  place  we  visited  was  Altnaoealgach,  close 
by  Loch  Boarlan,  where  we  found  another  prepossess- 
ing Highland  landlord  and  landlady,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McDonald,  whose  kindly  attention  could  not  be 
exceeded,  at  a  charming,  homely  hotel,  worth  far 
more  as  to  comfort  than  all  the  oppressive  convention- 
alities of  those  would-be  grand  establishments,  which 
indicate  so  frequently  the  need  of  some  special  place 
of  future  repentance  i)repared  for  hotel  keepers  and 
their  satellites,  found  in  various  parts  of  this  world  at 
present. 

The  country  around  is  wild,  open  moorland,  closed 
in  by  lofty,  rugged  mountains  to  the  west,  and  is 
reached  by  a  drive  of  twenty-seven  miles  or  so  through 
wide,  rolling,  moory  country,  all  but  uninhabited. 
The  lochs  to  be  fished  are  generally  nearer  than  at 
Melvich,  and  more  accessible  by  road,  two  neighbour- 
ing ones,  Cama  and  Veyiitie,  of  wild  beauty,  bemg  but 
a  few  minutes  or  so  from  points  easily  reached  by  driving 
four  miles,  and  another,  Urigill,  by  twenty  minutes' 
walk  over  the  moor  from  the  other  side  of  Boarlan. 
During  our  stay  here  baskets  ranging  from  101b.  to 
201b.  of  good  trout  and  some  char  were  brought  in 
every  evening,  generally  to  two  rods.  Mr.  Anderson, 
of  Liverpool,  had  baskets  of  17Jlb.,  some  less,  some 
more.  Mr.  Dixon  got  six  fish  weighing  6Jlb.  on 
Veyatie,  and  twenty-five  trout  weighing  151b. ;  Mr. 
Beveridge  one  of  21b.  on  Loch  Cama  ;  and  Mr.  Sloane  a 
handsome  31b.  fish  on  Veyatie,  besides  which  each  had 
several  smaller,  but  still  good-sized,  fish.  In  the 
week  or  so  of  our  visit  there  may  have  been  more  tlian 
three  hundred  and  fifty  trout  taken  by  five  or  six 
people,  although  the  weather  was  wet  and  stormy. 

A  hasty  visit  to  Inchnadamph  Hotel  enabled  us  to 
make  some  acquaintance  with  its  amiable  proprietress, 
Mrs.  Wallace,  and  gain  a  glimpse  of  the  local 
attractions  in  the  way  of  landscape  in  splendid  shifting 
light  and  shade  flying  across  a  grand,  gloomy 
mountain  of  special  geological  interest,  the  name  of 
which  begins  with  a  Q,  but  in  local  parlance  sounds 
like  "  Cognac."  At  the  base  of  this  is  the  ruined 
castle  of  a  former  celebrity.  Time  did  not  permit  us 
to  do  anything  in  the  fishing  line  on  this  occasion,  but 
we  learned  that  two  or  three  of  the  hotel  visitors  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  had  caught  ten  salmon,  one 
of  good  size  having  been  taken  by  a  young  gentleman 
fishing  in  the  river  Loanan,  from  Loch  Awe,  for  trout. 
The  views  about  this  pretty  little  local  Loch  Awe, 
with  its  birch-covered  islands,  from  whose  shores  rise 
mountains  culminating  in  the  stone-covered  and  rocky 
summits  of  Kanisp  and  others,  are  very  fine.  Indeed, 
the  whole  country,  in  fair  weather  and  the  absence  of 
midges,  is  capable  of  forming  a  very  happy  hunting 
ground  for  both  artists  and  anglers. 

On  our  way  back  to  the  hospitable  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  here,  for  Sunday's  sometimes  too  compulsory  if 
welcome  rest,  we  met  ^Ir.  Almond  at  his  most  likely- 
looking  fishing  ground  on  the  Oykell  river,  where,  like 
others,  he  had  had  the  advantage  of  the  late  rains, 
and  in  a  short  time  one  afternoon  recently  had  got 
a  good  grilse  and  several  white  trout  witii  a  small  rod 
and  ordinary  trout  flies,  the  river  as  we  passed  being  in 
good  fishing  condition  and  promising  sport  for  days  to 
come. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

Lairg,  Aug.  11. 


PISHING  AT  CLONBUR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  in  your  issue  of  July  13  a  letter 
signed  "  G.  W.,"  in  which  he  recommends  anyone 
desirous  of  obtaining  cheap  fishing  on  Lough  Mask  to 
go  to  Pat  SummerviUe,  Kilbride  Lodge,  Clonbur,  co. 
Galway,  for  clean  and  comfortable  quarters.  1  can 
fully  endorse  all  he  says  of  Pat  and  his  house,  having 
just  returned  from  there,  after  spending  a  very  enjoy- 
able time  and  receiving  every  attention. — Yours  truly, 
Barnard  W.  Amookk. 
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'    DISPUTED  THAMES  FISHING  RIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Very  little  attention  has  been  called  to 
an  important  case  reported  iu  the  Times  of  July  27 
last. 

It  appears  that  on  July  8  this  year  Andrews,  the 
well-known  fisherman  of  Maidenhead,  moored  his 
punt  on  the  Thames  just  above  Boulter's  Lock,  on  a 
part  of  the  river  known  as  Ray  Mills,  and  was  about 
to  fish  with  a  gentleman  who  had  engaged  him  when 
a  bailifi,  in  the  employ  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  came  up, 
broke  his  line  from  the  rod,  and  informed  Andrews 
that  he  had  strict  orders  to  prevent  anyone  fishing  in 
Sir  Roger's  water. 

Andrews  stated  that  he  had  fished  for  twenty-five 
years  at  that  spot  without  hindrance  or  remonstrance 
from  anyone. 

He  afterwards  applied  to  the  justices  of  Maidenhead 
for  a  summons  for  assault  and  the  detention  of  his 
property,  but  the  justices  declined  to  grant  the  same 

On  July  26  I  instructed  counsel  to  apply  to  a 
Divisional  Court  for  a  viandamus  to  compel  the 
magistrates  to  issue  the  summons,  but  their  lordships, 
after  some  argument,  declined  to  grant  the  application, 
on  the  ground  that  the  justices  had  no  jurisdiction,  as 
the  case  included  a  claim  of  right. 

In  the  meantime,  Sir  Roger  Palmer  commenced  an 
action  against  Andrews  in  which  he  claims  a  declara- 
tion that  he  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  right  of  fishery 
in  that  part  of  the  river,  and  for  an  injunction 
restraining  Andrews  and  the  public  in  general  from 
fishing,  and  I  am  instructed  to  defend  the  action. 

This  matter  being  sub  judicc,  comment  cannot  of 
course  be  made  upon  it,  but  I  should  point  out  that 
unless  the  action  is  contested  in  Court  and  the  rights 
of  the  public — of  which,  of  course,  Andrews  is  only  a 
member — are  maintained,  another  serious  blow  will 
be  inflicted  on  lovers  of  fishing  on  our  grand  old 
recreation  ground — the  Thames. 

A  committee  is  being  formed  by  some  influential 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  lovers  of  fishing  and  aquatics 
generally,  with  the  view  of  raising  funds  to  retain  the 
services  of  eminent  counsel  in  the  public  interest. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  .receive  through  your  valuable 
medium  the  names  and  addresses  of  any  ladies  or 
gentlemen  who  would  kindly  assist  in  defending  the 
ancient  rights  of  the  river  and  join  the  committee. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Cecil  A.  Lumley. 

60,  Great  Portland-street,  W. 


SPECIMEN  PIKE  WANTED. 

Deae  Sib, — As  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper  I 
should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you  would  reply, 
through  its  columns,  where,  in  the  home  counties 
(say,  within  one  hundred  miles  from  London),  I  could 
get  some  really  good  pike  fishing.  What  I  want  is  a 
specimen  fish,  and  any  charge  in  reason  would  not  be 
objected  to. — Yours  truly.  Jack. 


NETTING  FISH  IN  THE  RIVER  IDLE. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to 
the  rights  or  not  of  people  netting  the  River  Idle  in 
the  Misson,  near  Bawtry,  district.  This  is  done  every 
year,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  rod  anglers,  some- 
times in  the  close  season  ;  it  was  netted  last  week. 
Cannot  the  Fishery  Board  stop  this  ?  I  have  a  small 
field  abutting  the  river,  but  at  this  point  it  ig  wide 
and  shallow. — Yours  truly,  John  E.  Walsh. 

[The  owner  of  the  land  over  which  the  river  flows 
has  the  fishing  rights ;  he  is  the  party  who  can  prevent 
netting  if  he  wishes  to  do  so.  The  Idle  is  under  the 
Trent  Fishery  Board.  The  name  and  address  of  the 
clerk  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  is  Mr.  Eddowes, 
Trent  Fishery  Board,  Derby.— Ed.] 


TROUT  PISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me,  through  your  paper, 
whether  good  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  English 
lake  district  during  September,  and,  if  so,  what  are 
the  best  centres  to  stay  at  for  that  purpose  ?  I  am 
told  that  the  price  of  tickets  is  moderate. — Yours 
truly,  Wadees. 


POX'S  FLY  DOPE. 

Deae  Sie, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  10  you 
give  the  formula  for  "  Pox's  Ply  Dope."  Can  you 
informme  what  "  F.  E.  quassia  "  means  ?  I  know  all 
the  other  ingredients  quite  well.  The  quantities  are 
all  preceded  by  "  z,"  as  "  zi."  Does  that  mean  ounces, 
or  as  we  should  write  it,  oz.  i  ?  Also,  what  is  the 
meaning  of  "  dope  "  ? — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Weight. 


[Sorry  we  cannot  help  our  correspondent. 
Hough  can  we  hope  he  will. — Ed.] 


If  Mr. 


ROUNDHAY  PARK. 

Dear  Sie, — The  Leeds  Corporation  are  owners  of  a 
lake  at  Roundhay  Park  thirty-five  acres  in  area,  which 
is  supplied  by  springs  and  drainage  from  the  surround- 
ing lands  ;  the  surplus  water  flows  over  a  fall  of  about 
sixty  feet  deep  into  a  stream  which  runs  into  the 
River  Aire. 

Can  you  inform  me  through  your  correspondence 
columns  if  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  have  juris- 
diction over  the  lake,  and,  if  so,  how  they  claim  the 
right  ? — Yours  truly,  "  Trout." 

Leeds. 

[The  Board  has  jurisdiction  over  any  stream  or  lake 
which  contributes  water  to  the  River  Aire.  If  you 
have  a  pond  in  your  own  garden  which  is  connected 
by  a  stream  with  a  river  under  a  Board  of  Conservators 
it  is  also  under  their  control  to  a  certain  extent. 
Some  years  ago  a  Devonshire  magistrate  was  fined  for 
fishing  without  a  licence  in  a  small  pond  on  his  own 
land  which  communicated  with  the  River  Exe. — Ed.] 


PARASITES  ON  TROUT. 
Deae  Sie,— Enclosed  you  will  find  a  bottle  with 
two  parasites  taken  off  a  trout  caught  in  the  River 
Avon,  a  tributary  of  the  Clyde,  on  Aug.  17.    Will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  what  you  know  about  the 

same.    The  trout  appeared  to  be  healthy  enough  

Yours  truly,  D.  Sheaen. 

[The  parasites  you  sent  are  the  Argiilus  Foliaceus, 
more  generally  known  in  some  parts  of  the  country  as 
the  tortoise-shell  fish  louse.  It  is  very  common  on  all 
coarse  fish,  and  especially  on  barbel,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  season,  when  the  fish  are  weak  and  not 
thoroughly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  spawning.  At 
this  time  of  year  it  is  somewhat  unusual  to  find  the 
Foliaceus  on  trout.] 


This  I  have  not  made,  except  very  roughly,  and 
conclude  that  they  are  Anthrocera\trifolii,  and,  as  you 
ask  if  they  are  "  a  water-bred  fly,"  are  probably  the 
form  palustris,  which  occurs  in  marshy  places,  but 
has  nothing  to  do  with  water,  the  caterpillars  feeding 
on  various  clovers,  probably  in  this  case  the  large 
marsh  medicago.  • 

The  English  name  of  Anthroccra  trifolii  is  "the 
broad  bordered  five-spotted  burnet  -  moth."  The 
commonest  species  of  Anthroccra  is  filipcndulat,  the 
"  six-spotted  burnet."  I  return  the  remains  of  the 
moths. — Yours  truly,  H.  Chapman. 

Betula,  Reigate. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Chapman  for  this 
identification  of  a  fly  sent  to  us  by  a  correspondent, 
who  says  the  trout  had  been  taking  them  freely.  This 
moth  has  a  very  black  polished  head,  transparent 
upper  wings,  with  crimson  under  wings.  It  is  about 
the  size  of  a  bluebottle  fly. — Ed.] 


TO  DYE  ,GUT,  ETC. 
Deae  Sie, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  a  recipe  for  staining  gut  casts  a  smoky  blue.  I 
often  see  "  Stephen's  blue-black  ink  "  mentioned  as  a 
good  thing,  but  I  have  steeped  gut  in  it  for  two  days 
and  only  got  it  a  light  green. 

Also  please  say  would  a  dry  fly  whole-cane  steel- 
ribbed  rod  be  suitable  for  Scotch  or  Irish  trout 
fishing  with  the  fly.— Yours  truly,       P.  Renshaw. 

[1.  Put  more  ink  into  a  little  warm  water.  Steep 
gut  a  few  minutes,  and  when  proper  colour  is  shown 
wash  in  clean  water.  If  not  sufficiently  deep  in  colour 
make  solution  stronger  and  re-dye  gut.  2.  Should  say 
rod  would  answer  very  well. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  ABERDARE  (WALES). 
Deae  Sie, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  information  as 
to  the  fishing  (if  any)  to  be  obtained  at  Aberdare.— 
Yours  truly,  jj.  G.  F. 

FISHING  NEAR  ROYSTON. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  letlme 
know  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  if 
there  is  any  coarse  fishing  to  be  had  within  reason- 
able distance  from  Royston,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  if 
private  where  permission  may  be  obtained  from. — 
Yours  faithfully.  Quill. 

PRESERVED  MUSSELS  AS  BAIT. 

Deae  Sie, — Some  little  time  ago  a  letter  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  respecting  the  value  of  pre- 
served mussels  as  bait  for  sea  fish.  Can  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  inform  me  where  this  bait  is  to  be 
obtained,  and  whether  the  mollusc  is  first  removed 
from  its  shell  before  being  pickled  or  otherwise  pre- 
served ?— Yours  truly,  H.  W.  Goodwin. 

Nottingham. 

[Preserved  mussels  (removed  from  the  shells)  are  to 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Prank  Gosden,  460,  Oxford-road, 
Reading.  They  will  be  sent  by  post  on  application. — 
Ed.] 


SEA  PISHING  AT  JERSEY  AND  SOUTH 
COAST. 

Deae  Sir, — Can  you  or  anj  of  your  readers  tell  me, 
through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  if  I  can  get  any  sea 
fishing  at  Jersey,  and,  if  so,^what  kind  of  tackle  should 
I  take.  I  intend  going  some  time  next  month,  or  is 
there  any  other  place  on  the  south  coast  where  I  can 
get  good  sea  fishing  at  a  reasonable  price.- — Yours 
truly,  W.  HmcHLiPPE. 


HOW  TO  STAIN  GIMP. 

Deae  Sie, — Can  you  oriany  of  your  readers  kindly 
tell  me  how  to  stain  gimp— the  usual  yellow  (I  suppose 
copper)  gimp  usually  used  for  live  bait  traces  ?  I  should 
like  to  reduce  it  to  a  sort  of  olive-green  colour  if 
practical,  but,  of  course,  must  do  what  is  possible 
without  rotting  the  metal.  I  read  somewhere  once 
that  sulphide  of  potassium  would  do  it ;  is  this  any 
good  ? — Yours  faithfully.  Gimp  Stain. 


PISHING  AT  MERIONETH. 

Dear  Sie, — Your  correspondent  "H.  B.,"  who 
enquires  about  fishing  at  Towyn,  Merioneth,  had 
better  communicate  with  Mr.  R.  J.  Roberts,  chemist, 
Towyn.  He  will  furnish  all  information. — Yours 
truly,  W.  R.  &  O.  Davies. 

FISHING  AT  CHRISTCHURCH,  HANTS. 

Deae  Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  par- 
ticulars of  the  fishing  at  Christchurch,  Hants,  both 
private  and  public  ?  I  have  written  to  one  of  the 
hotels  who  have  three  miles  of  fishing  (for  visitors 
staying  there),  but  they  inform  me  that  all  fish  caught 
are  to  be  returned.  I  am  certainly  not  a  believer  in 
"  wholesale  destruction  of  fish,"  but  I  do  think  we 
should  have  the  privilege  of  retaining  good  specimens. 
Personally,  I  never  kill  anything  unless  such  which  I 
maintain  are  better  out  of  any  water. — Yours  truly, 

Piscator. 


FISH  TAKE  THE  BURNET-MOTH. 

Dear  Sie,— Mr.  Champion  has  handed  me  for  reply 
your  letter  of  July  13  as  to  the  name  of  a  moth. 
Delay  in  reply  is  due  to  his  just  having  returned  from 
an  excursion  in  Spain. 

The  moths  are  a  species  of  Zygcena  (novf  Anthroccra), 
and  are  so  worn  that  without  an  anatomical  .examina- 
tion it  is  impossible  to  name  the  species. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  Influenza,  Coughs, 
and  Colds.  In  diseases  of  the  throat  and  chest,  so  prevalent  in 
our  changeable  climate,  notliing  so  speedily  relieves,  or  so 
certainly  cures,  as  these  estimable  remedies.  These  disorders 
are  too  often  neglected  at  their  commencement,  or  are  injudi- 
ciously treated,  resulting  in  either  ease  in  disastrous  consequences 
to  the  patient.  Holloway's  remedies  will  restore,  if  recovery  be 
possible  ;  they  allay  the  alarming  symptoms  and  purify  the 
blood  ;  Nature  consummates  the  cure,  gradually  restoring 
strength  and  vital  power.  By  persevering  in  the  use  of 
Holloway's  preparations  tone  is  conferred  on  the  stomach  and 
frame  geneially.  Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by 
the  use  of  these  remedies  alone  they  have  been  restored  to  health 
after  every  other  means  had  failed. 


FISHING  AT  TOWYN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
H.  B.,"  I  was  fishing  the  Dysynnie,  at  Towyn,  with 
a  friend  last  August,  when  we  killed  in  a  week  eighty- 
five  sea  and  brown  trout ;  and  again  in  September, 
when  we  killed  seventy-five  sea  and  brown  trout.  If 
there  is  a  continuance  of  rain  there  is  good  sport  to  be 
had,  particularly  in  the  upper  water,  where  you  have 
streams  and  pools  for  about  two  miles,  up  to  the  Bird 
Rock,  where  your  fishing  ends.  Below  you  have  about 
four  miles  of  dead  flat  water,  but  if  you  can  get  a  good 
breeze  there  are  some  good  fish  to  be  caught.  There 
are  great  numbers  of  bass  in  the  lower  portions  of  the 
river,  which  afford  good  sport  at  times.  You  pay 
7s,  6d.  per  week,  or  Is.  6d.  per  day,  to  be  got  in  Towyn. 
Corbet  Arms  Hotel  is  a  good  place ;  flies  and  other 
tackle  can  be  had  from  myself. — Yours  truly, 
Liverpool.  Westall  Ramsbottom, 


FISHING  AT  CHATTERIS,  CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "  Mr.  C. 
Wheeler,"  as  to  the  kind  of  fishing  to  be  had  at 
Chatteris,  there  used  to  be  good  coarse  fishing  in  the 
Forty-foot  Canal  between  Welches  Dam  and  the  Docks 
Station  (two  miles  from  the  town),  also  in  the  Sixteen- 
foot  Canal  (three  miles),  roach  fishing  good,  and  pike, 
bream,  and  perch  of  good  size.  Good  coarse  fishing 
may  be  had  at  Mepal  and  Welches  Dam  (four  miles) 
in  the  old  Bedford  river,  the  New  Cut,  and  the 
Hundred-foot ;  the  latter  contains  smelts,  chub,  and 
an  occasional  trout,  I  believe,  besides  coarse  fish 
named.  Mr.  Mitchell,  tailor.  High-street,  Chatteris, 
an  enthusiastic  disciple  of  the  rod,  will  give  any 
further  information. — Yours  faithfully, 

E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

(Several  letters  are  unavcndMy  held  over.) 
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The  Fishikg  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc. ,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  F1SHIN8  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  wite  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adliered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

IHE  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
aU  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    IOj.  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5J.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Ciilonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annuiil 
subscription,  including  postage   


12*.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  la  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Managbk,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOKPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  AUGUST  31st,  1901. 


A  FAMOUS  SALMON  EIVEK- 
THE  NAMSEN. 


The  Namsen,  which  discharges  into  the  fjord  of 
the  same  name,  on  the  west  coast  of  the  North 
Trondhjem  Amt,  although  comparatively  far  north, 
was  one  of  the  first  Scandinavian  rivers  exi^loited 
by  British  anglers,  and  amongst  these  some  sixty 
years  ago  it  acquired  a  great  and  well-deserved 
reputation,  not  only  for  the  number  and  size  of  the 
salmon  that  frequented  it,  but  for  the  free  manner 
in  which  they  rose  to  the  fly.  Of  the  many 
authentic  records  extant  in  regard  to  the  sport 
then  obtainable  on  this  noble  stream,  it  will  suffice 
to  recall  the  following  :— In  a  fortnight,  on  one 
occasion,  two  rods  captured  ninety-five  salmon,  the 
largest  of  which  was  a  forty-five-pounder,  that 
broke  the  rod  at  the  commencement  of  the  play, 
and  took  three  hours  to  land.  In  1842,  between 
June  15  and  Aug.  8,  an  angler  killed  323  salmon 
(of  which  eight  were  over  301b.  and  three  over 
40Ib.),  lost  a  monster,  and  was  ultimately  obliged  to 
leave  off  from  want  of  tackle.  One  day  that  well- 
known  fisherman,  Mr.  Hutchinson,  rose  between 
forty-seven  and  fifty  salmon,  hooked  nineteen,  and 
landed  nine — the  largest  a  thirty-seven-pounder; 
while  on  another,  Sir  Hyde  Parker  captured  a  like 
number,  the  biggest  a  sixty-pounder. 

The  Namsen  possesses  several  distinct  advan- 
tages. It  is  accessible  without  let  or  hindrance  to 
migratory  fish  for  quite  forty  miles,  a  distance 
considerably  greater  than  that  available  on  the 
majority  of  the  west  coast  rivers ;  the  volume  of 
water  which  it  discharges,  even  when  low,  is  always 
considerable,  and  throughout  nearly  the  whole  of 
its  course  from  the  Fiskum  Foss  to  salt  water  it  is 
preserved  for  rod  fishing  purposes.  Eelatively 
speaking,  it  may  be  said  to  have  maintained  its 
reputation  fairly  well — its  angling  rentals  are  ever 
on  the  ascending  scale,  if  that  be  any  criterion  of 
merit;  but  like  its  neighbours  it  has  suffered 
severely  from  the  bagnets,  of  which  there  are  now 
some  8000  at  work  on  the  coast  and  in  the  fjords ;  I 


and  the  fish,  moreover,  have  lost  their  taste  for  th 
fly.  For  many  years  past  the  spoon  has  been  the 
most  fatal  and  therefore  the  favourite  lure  on  the 
Namsen,  and  frequenters  of  the  river  have  opinions 
as  to  the  best  colour,  shape,  and  size  of  tliis  bait 
almost  as  pronounced  as  proficients  in  regard  to 
salmon  flies.  Phantom  minnows  and  other  spinning 
baits  too  are  employed  with  more  or  less  success 
and  recently  the  prawn  has  unfortunately  been 
added  to  the  list. 

For  between  fifteen  and  twenty  miles  below  the 
Fiskum  Foss,  a  fine  fall  picturesquely  situated  amid 
typical  Norwegian  scenery,  the  Namsen  forms 
series  of  magnificent  rocky  pools  eminently 
adapted  for  Salnio  salar,  and  on  these  the  best 
sport  is  obtained,  but  below  the  point  where  th 
Bjora,  a  tributary  stream,  enters,  the  water  is  of 
decidedly  less  interesting  kind,  consisting  as  it  does 
for  the  most  part  of  long,  broad,  tedious  reaches 
devoid  of  any  distinguishing  characteristics. 

Here  and  there  in  certain  conditions  of  water  a 
cast  may  be  had  from  the  shore,  but  practically 
speaking  the  Namsen  is  a  "harling"  river  pure 
and  simple,  and  unless  when  it  is  very  low  the  fly 
is  not  nowadays  of  much  use.  Timber,  especially 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  not  infrequently 
interferes  seriously  with  angling  operations,  and 
for  days  together  thousands  of  pine  logs  whhl  by 
making  it  impossible  for  a  boat  to  venture  out. 
But  the  tenants  of  the  lower  reaches  have  another 
difficulty  to  contend  with.  Some  little  distance 
above  the  mouth  of  the  tributary  aforesaid  clay 
banks  occur,  and  the  lapping  of  the  wavelets  caused 
by  a  strong  wind  washes  portions  of  these  away  ; 
heavy  rain  showers  have  the  same  effect,  and  for 
miles  below  the  water  is  thus  for  many  hours  at  a 
stretch  rendered  useless,  its  colour  being  an  opaque 
grey. 

Usually  speaking  181b.  may  be  taken  as 
the  average  weight  of  Namsen  salmon ;  several 
specimens  of  over  401b.  are  generally  taken  each 
season — this  year  a  lady  had  the  good  fortune  to 
capture  a  fifty-three-pounder — while  occasionally  a 
monster  of  601b.  or  over  is  landed. 

Big  river  though  it  be,  the  Namsen,  particularly 
during  the  continuance  of  the  heavy  snow  flood  in 
spring — that  is  to  say,  the  latter  part  of  June  and 
beginning  of  July — is  subject  to  rapid  rises  and 
falls,  and  close  attention  must  be  paid  to  its  con- 
dition; but  the  Bjora,  the  confluent  above  referred 
to,  is  much  more  puzzling  and  capricious  in  its 
moods  than  the  main  river.  When  the  latter  is  in 
heavy  flood  the  water  in  the  former  is  so  dammed 
back  that  for  two  or  three  miles  up  it  becomes 
quite  unfishable,  there  being  practically  no  current, 
while  an  equally  undesirable  state  of  matters  is 
arrived  at  for  a  considerable  time  after  Namsen 
falls,  the  previously  imijrisoned  waters  of  Bjora 
forming  a  continuous  torrent.  The  upper  two  or 
three  miles  of  this  charming  little  river,  however, 
are  not  so  subject  to  these  influences,  and  they 
constitute  an  excellent  beat.  But  it  is  a  terrible 
place  for  tackle,  the  bottom  being  nearly  every- 
where covered  with  a  dense  network  of  sui)merged 
trees  and  branches  which,  in  the  course  of  years, 
have  fallen  in  from  the  wooded  banks,  and  amid 
these  a  vast  quantity  of  excellent  flies  and  casts 
have  been  lost.  The  Bjora  fish  also  average  well, 
and  forty-pounders  are  by  no  means  unknown.  On 
one  occasion  the  writer  caught  a  salmon  there  of 
that  weight  after  it  had  risen  to  the  fly  exactly  in 
the  same  spot  every  day  for  a  week.  It  finally 
succumbed  to  the  attractions  of  a  small  double 
Jock  Scot,  profi'ered  during  the  subsidence  of  a 
small  rain  flood. 

In  the  old  days  the  quarters  with  which  the 
angler  had  to  put  up  with  in  beautiful  Namdalen 
were  very  primitive  indeed,  and  the  favourite  route 
used  to  be  via  Christiania  (where  at  that  well- 
known  hostelry,  the  Victoria  Hotel,  the  carrioles 
used  to  remain  all  winter),  the  Mjosen  Lake,  and 
Gudbromdsdal  to  Trondhjem,  and  thence  from  the 
doors  of  the  old  Britannia  Hotel  by  way  of  Stenkjer 
and  the  shores  of  the  great  Snaasen  Lake  with  its 
vast  panorama  of  forest  and  mountain.  Now  the 
tenant  of  each  beat  has  no  difficulty  in  securing 
the  whole  or  part  of  a  comfortably  furnished  farm- 
house for  himself;  and  the  mouth  of  the  river — 
whence  an  excellent  road  runs  up  the  valley — may 
be  reached  in  little  more  than  three  days'  steaming 
from  Hull.  Eugde. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


EXTUAOItDINAUY  CaSB  OK  "  Tl.VNKI)  SaLMON." 

Mr.  H.  Ilodgkinson,  of  Wolverhampton,  sends 
me  the  following  very  curious  fisli  story — a  true 
one,  too :  "  During  a  recent  inspection  of  a  weir 
on  the  river  Usk,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing,  the 
following  extraordinary  case  of  misadventure  on 
the  part  of  a  salmon  some  101b.  in  weight  became 
apparent.  A  large  tin  kettle,  without  lid  or 
bottom,  had  become  wedged  in  the  pass  through 
the  weir,  used  by  the  ascending  fish.  This  salmon, 


'  Salmon  in  a  Can, 


in  attempting  to  gain  the  upper  pool,  had  driven 
his  head  and  shoulders  right  through  the  kettle, 
and  there  became  fast,  as  the  accompanying 
jDhotograph  will  show.  The  fish  was  in  a  state  of 
decomposition  when  found,  and  had  to  be  taken 
out  of  the  water  to  be  photographed.  Have  any 
of  your  readers  ever  seen  or  heard  of  such  an 
extraordinary  incident '?  ' ' 

"  Dragnet  "  suggests  that  the  death-song  of  that 
salmon  must  have  been  "  'Tis  weir-y  waiting 
here  " — a  very  proper  in-can-tation,  too,  I  should 
say,  imder  the  circumstances. 


Too  Little  Known." 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


A  correspondent  says  "  that  the  Oykell  is  too 
little  known  as  an  angling  resort.  It  is  usually 
let  by  the  month,  but  a  stretch  of  the  Eniag  is 
free  to  visitors,  and  a  fish  can  often  be  caught 
there  when  there  is  water.  In  the  spring  months 
it  is  quite  good.  There  are  two  lochs,  each  about 
four  miles  off ;  one  close  to  the  road  and  another 
over  the  hills,  both  with  boats  on.  The  former  is 
good  average  loch,  and  the  other  better  than 
average.  There  are  two  other  lochs  which  can 
be  fished  from  the  side  or  wading,  and  leave  can 
often  be  obtained  for  others.  I  have  often  won- 
dered why  so  few  people  stop  here.  My  wife  and 
~  have  generally  been  the  only  visitors  this  month, 
and  I  never  fish  anything  but  the  Oykell.  Friends 
have,  however,  gone  to  the  lochs  and  had  capital 
sport.  The  hotel  is  most  comfortable,  though  not 
pretentious,  and  people  are  not  regulated  and 
airanged  for  as  at  many  fishing  hotels.  They  can 
have  their  meals  when  they  like,  and  there  is  no 
tabic  d'hote.  You  may  also  perhaps  care  to 
mention  that  thi-ee  hundred  grilse  have  been 
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marked  with  the  oflicial  mark  and  returned  to  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland.  Three  of  these  at  least  have 
since  been  caught  by  anglers.  The  experiment 
may  help  to  solve  the  question  about  the  pro- 
portion of  fish  which  return  to  their  own  rivers. 
The  principle  of  fishing  shorter  time  with  fewer 
nets  has  been  extensively  acted  on  in  the  Kyle, 
and  at  present,  though  there  is  a  distinct  increase 
in  the  take  of  the  nets  this  year,  it  is  as  yet 
impossible  to  say  how  far  this  may  be  due  to  other 
causes.  But  certainly  so  far  more  fish  have  been 
caught  with  fewer  nets  in  shorter  time." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


OUR  HOLIDAY  AT  DEAL. 


It  was  all  along  o'  Dragnet  junior.  That  most 
expert  of  freshwater  fishermen  had  gammoned  me 
to  go  a-breaming  on  the  Broads,  and  I,  being 
imaccustomed  to  the  sport,  had  natm-ally  "  made 
a  hare"  of  me,  as  they  say  in  Ireland;  but  we 
enjoyed  ourselves,  came  home  brown  and  well,  with 
most  excellent  appetites  and  a  large  basket  of 
bream,  nearly  all  of  which,  it  is  only  fair  to  say, 
had  fallen  to  the  rod  of  the  expert.  But  by  the 
same  token  we  had  some  fun  with  those  handsome 
but  utterly  uneatable  fish.  We  met  a  certain 
gentleman — he  is  no  angler,  and  shall  be  nameless 


deliberate  opinion  that  with  a  littte  local  know- 
ledge, easily  acquired  from  a  boatman,  j'lus  a  small 
experience  of  the  altered  conditions  under  which 
he  fishes,  any  angler  used  to  fresh  water  will  soon 
become  quite  as  expert  on  the  sea.  But  this  is  a 
digression.  Of  course  we  fished  at  Deal,  everyone 
does,  and  although  we  were  quite  as  fortunate,  if 
not  more  so,  than  our  neighbours,  sport,  both 
from  a  boat  and  from  the  pier,  was  somewhat  poor 
compared  with  what  it  will  be  in  six  weeks'  time. 
Plaice,  dabs,  and  small  codling  in  fair  numbers 
rewarded  our  industry,  but  "  Drag,  jun."  took  the 
cake  with  a  fine  lobster  of  about  41b.  The  round 
fish  have  not  anived  yet  except  in  small  numbers, 
so  that  on  the  whole  we  did  well.  But  for  those 
who  love  the  sea  there  are  many  attractions.  It 
was  proposed  by  the  writer,  seconded  by  "  Drag, 
jun.,"  and  supported  by  "  Miss  Drag.,"  that  we 
should  go  for  a  sail.  The  motion  was  carried 
nem.  con.,  and  off  we  went  a-sailing  "on  a  summer 
sea "  in  the  good  yacht  Clarendon.  There  was 
just  a  nice  breeze,  the  good  boat  moved  gaily 
over  the  water,  and  it  was  delightful.  I  have 
endeavoured,  in  the  accompanying  illustration  to 
give  an  idea  of  how  we  enjoyed  ourselves — 
"  Drag,  jun."  is  taking  his  first  lesson  in  steering 
a  big  boat  under  the  watchful  eye  of  "  Skipper 
Dick  "  (and,  en  pareiithese,  he  could  hardly  have  a 
better  instructor).    Dick  will  be  seen  leaning  his 


liitthful  Tommy's"  plwt<i.] 


'  On  a  Summeb  Sea.' 


i'-'ajn/riykt,  F.  G. 


— who  opened  his  eyes  wide  at  the  avalanche  of 
silver  we  shot  from  the  basket  on  to  the  floor,  and 
begged  hard  for  a  few  of  the  fish  for  his  supper. 
We  assured  him  that  they  were  no  good  to  eat,  but 
all  to  no  purpose.  He  rather  more  than  hinted 
that  we  were  greedy,  and  wished  to  eat  the  whole 
fifty  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  ourselves.  He  would 
have  them,  so  we  gave  him  half-a-dozen  or  so.  We 
assured  him  again  that  if  he  ate  them  he  would 
probably  require  the  services  of  a  respectable 
undertaker,  and  offered  him  the  name  and  address 
of  one  who  would  allow  us  a  small  "  com."  on  all 
orders  we  introduced.  But  without  avail.  "  Nae, 
nae,"  he  cried,  "  ye'U  no  get  'em  bock  ;  ye've  gi'en 
me  the  fush,  and  I  mean  to  hae  them  for  supper." 
He  did,  and  now  he  is  no  longer  on  speaking  terms 
with  "  Dragnet  " — who  was  one  of  the  conspirators 
• — his  son,  or  myself.  . 

There  is  no  particular  moral  to  this  strictly  moral 
tale,  unless  it  be  that  with  fish  as  with  men  appear- 
ances are  sometimes  deceiving  to  the  rmwary.  But 
after  this  excursion  my  own  feelings  were  somewhat 
akin  to  those  of  Mr.  Middlewick  in  "  Our  Boys  " 
when  Sir  Geoffrey  Champneys  beat  him  at  billiards. 
I  did  not  exactly  want  to  "  lure  Drag,  junior  on 
to  skittles  and  astonish  him,"  but  I  did  want  to 
try  the  freshwater  expert's  mettle  on  the  sea, 
and  how  far  methods  which  are  so  successful  in 
fresh  water  would  succeed  in  salt,  and  hence  our 
joint  excursion  to  Deal.    Let  me  here  record  my 


manly  form  against  the  starboard  jib-poop,  or 
whatever  they  call  those  things  that  stick  out  over 
the  back  end  of  the  vessel,  while  Mademoiselle  is 
gazing  up  at  the  fore-roj'al-mizzen  top-gallant- 
main-stormsail,  or  some  other  of  the  numerous 
contrivances  aloft.  The  steward  (I  owe  him  one, 
he  went  to  sea  and  forgot  the  nosebag)  in  his  watch 
below  is  placidly  smoking  his  pipe  on  the  deck, 
while  my  family  towser,  yclept  "  Nigger,"  is  sitting 
beside  the  knees  of  his  friend,  Dick,  on  the  eager 
look  out  lest  cats  or  rats,  or  any  other  of  his  natural 
enemies,  had  taken  an  unauthorised  passage  in  the 
vessel  he  loves  so  well.  The  remainder  of  the  party 
are  strangers.  I  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  include 
myself  in  the  group,  a  regret,  I  am  sure,  which  will  be 
shared  by  my  readers.  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  if 
MY  portrait  had  been  included  this  particular  number 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  have  been  out  of 
print  in  a  very  short  time  (Go  on,  they  ahvays  are. 
— Dragnet),  but  "  a  man  cannot  be  in  two  places 
at  once  barrin'  he's  a  bird,"  and  as  no  one  else 
could  work  the  merry  little  Kodak  I  had  to  stand 
behind  and  "  push  the  button."  (N.  B. — But  I 
"  did  the  rest  "  as  well.) 

Then  followed  a  succession  of  pleasant  excur- 
sions (interspersed,  of  course,  by  more  fishing)  to 
Pegwell  Bay — "  where  the  shrimps  come  from" — 
to  Eamsgate,  St.  Margaret's,  and  other  pleasant 
places  on  Mr.  Brook's  excellent  brakes ;  to  "  Merry 
Margate  "  and  Folkestone  by  the  new  service  of 


boats  of  the  Soutli-Easteru  and  Chatham  llailway, 
and  a  first-rate  service  it  is.  Once  we  braved  the 
perils  of  the  Channel  as  far  as  Boulogne  on  the 
Conqueror,  and  had  a  glimpse  of  "  la  belle 
Prance " ;  and  so  the  days  passed  merrily  by. 
But  the  best  experience  was  once  more  on  board 
the  Clarendon.  It  was  blowing  very  hard  from 
the  north-east,  and  we  sailed  to  the  Goodwins. 
The  sea  was  running  and  no  iiiistake,  and  as  my 
companion  observed  in  a  previous  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  it  gives  one  an  idea  of  what 
awful  work  the  brave  lifeboat  men  do  uncomplain- 
ingly in  the  long,  darlc  nights  of  winter.  We  came 
home  wet  through  but  happy,  and  were  greeted  by 
an  enormous  crowd  who,  unaccustomed  to  the 
skill  of  the  Deal  boatmen  in  charge  of  the  boat, 
wondered  how  we  should  get  ashore.  But  we  did 
quite  easily,  thanks  to  Dick's  skilful  steering  and 
to  Mr.  Robinson,  the  owner  of  the  boat,  who  was 
on  board,  and  his  experienced  helpers.  We  shall 
not  readily  forget  that  trip  ;  it  was  an  experience 
and  no  mistake. 

There  is  one  thing  one  cannot  help  noticing  at 
Deal,  especially  afloat  —  the  absence  of  the 
aggressive  'Arry  and  his  concertina,  an  abominable 
nuisance  at  all  times,  but  especially  when  in  a 
small  pleasure  boat.  It  is  not  long  since,  at 
Margate,  I  was  sailing  with  one  of  these  gentry. 
He  afflicted  our  ears  and  nerves  with  a  perpetual 
howl  of — 

Syling,  syling  over  the  oshun  myne, 
For  many  a  stormy  wiud  will  blow 
Ere  Jack  comes  home  agyue  ; 
Till  Father  Neptune  mercifully  took  pity  on  our 
sufferings,  laid  the  musician  by  the  heels,  and  shut 
up  him  and  his  wheezy  concertina  with  a  snap,  and 
made  him  as  limp  as  a  bit  of  wet  string.  But 
there  is  nothing  of  that  sort  at  Deal,  everything  is 
orderly 'and  well  conducted. 

But,  as  Sydney  Smith  truly  says,  "  There's  an 
end  to  everything  except  Wigmore-street,"  and 
imfortunately  our  holiday  was  no  exception  to  the 
rule.  The  days  of  delight  sped  swiftly  by,  and  at 
last  it  was  time  to  put  our  necks  into  collar  again 
and  pull  up  the  traces.  No  longer  can  we  assume 
our  nautical  air  given  us  by  the  sea  breezes ;  no 
longer  can  we  greet  each  other  by  a  hitch  of  the 
trousers  and  "  What  cheer,  shipmet  1  "  but  we  can 
look  back  on  that  deliglitful  time  as  a  recollection 
to  be  treasured  in  our  minds.  To  slightly  alter 
Tennyson's  words — 

Ah,  me  I  my  pleasant  rambles  by  the  sea. 

My  wild,  sweet,  fresh  three-quarters  of  a  month. 

My  one  oasis  in  the  dust  and  drought 

Of  city  life.    I  was  a  fisher  then. 

Exigencies  of  space  compel  me  to  omit  more 
than  the  mention  of  "  side  shows,"  such  as  our 
morning  swims,  of  lazing  on  the  beach,  doing 
nothing  with  lots  of  people  to  help  us,  listening  to 
the  splendid  band  of  the  Royal  Marines,  and  other 
delights,  but  they  added  not  a  little  to  our  pleasure. 
We  stayed  with  Mr.  Hanger  at  his  new  house,  the 
Napier.  To  say  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  we  were  comfortable  is  superfluous, 
but  it  would  be  ungracious  not  to  acknowledge  the 
whole-souled  way  in  which  dear  old  Ned  and  his 
good  wife  did  everything  they  could  for  us  and  put 
themselves  out  of  the  way  to  make  our  trip  enjoy- 
able, and  how  well  they  succeeded. 

I  will  conclude  with  a  word  of  serious  advice. 
Deal  is  the  place  for  jaded  Londoners  to  take  a 
restful  and  refreshing  holiday,  and  I  speak  from 
years  of  experience  of  it.  Spring,  summer,  autunm, 
and  winter,  all  have  their  attractions  and  delights, 
but  that  best  of  tonics — God's  fresh  air — is  there  all 
the  time,  and  even  a  day  or  two's  stay  will  restore 
the  lost  appetite,  bring  colour  to  the  faded  cheeks, 
and  blow  the  cobwebs  away  as  no  other  holiday 
resort  with  which  I  am  acquainted  will  do.  If  you 
want  dancing-rooms,  theatres,  and  other  town 
dissipations,  don't  come  to  Deal,  because  you 
won't  find  them  ;  but  if  your  idea  of  a  holiday  is 
innocent,  health-giving  amusement  ashore  or  afloat, 
and  above  all  to  fill  your  lungs  with  the  best  air 
under  heaven  and  to  go  back  to  work  like  a  giant 
refreshed,  then  dear  old  Deal  is  the  place  above  all 
others  for  you.  Truthful  Tommy. 

Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Origioal  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Autlior  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Diy-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PUld  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  o{  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
1  educed  price  of  2s.  6d. 
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CLOSE  OF  THE  SCOTCH  SALMON 
NETTING  SEASON. 


The  great  bulk  of  Scotch  fishery  districts  closed 
down  for  the  season  on  Monday.  A  few  which 
open  earlier  close  earlier,  such  as  the  Tay  and 
Tcith  and  some  north  stations,  and  a  few  again 
close  somewhat  later,  as  the  Ythan  and  Ugie, 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  Tweed  and  Solway  districts, 
but  the  Forth,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and  Spey,  etc., 
closed  on  Monday— in  all  about  eighty  fishery 
districts  out  of  some  one  hundred  and  ten  or  so 
which  cover  the  great  bulk  of  Scotch  waters. 

The  season  as  a  whole  has  been  a  very  x^oor  one. 
It  opened  well  and  supplies  were  satisfactory  till 
the  advent  of  June,  when  the  anticipated  average 
began  to  fall  off,  and  the  complete  failure  of  the 
grilse  season  completed  the  ruin  of  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  a  good  all-round  season. 

The  long  drought  which  has  told  so  heavily  and 
disastrously  agamst  angling  has  also  tended  to 
wreck  the  returns  of  those  depending  upon  the 
river  fisheries,  and  as  regards  these  at  least  there 
is  little  or  nothing  to  rejoice  over.  Some  districts 
having  a  tidal  influence  fished  better  than  others, 
but  those  depending  upon  a  bit  of  fresh  water  have 
only  made  half  the  usual  average  and  are  much 
behind  last  year,  bad  as  it  was. 

The  netting  on  the  coast  has  been  better  than 
that  of  last  year,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
last  year  was  a  record  failure. 

•  The  Powries  on  the  Dee  have  only  made  half  a 
fishmg  on  their  river  station  at  Pot  and  Fords,  and 
it  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  criterion  of  the  general 
run  of  things  as  far  as  inland  nettmgs  are  concerned. 
The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  again  are  better  than 
last  year,  but  only  by  a  few  hundred  pounds,  and 
considering  the  high  rates  agoing  generally  they 
are  not  much  better  than  that  of  last  year,  if  really 
so  good.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  may  be 
taken  as  a  fair  criterion  of  sea-coast  stations  in 
general,  and  what  is  true  of  their  fisheries  applies 
to  the  fisheries  as  a  whole. 

The  long  drought  brought  about  a  failure  in  the 
gnlse,  and  with  it  a  third  of  the  season  is  usually 
lost.  This  has  been  the  worst  grilse  season  known 
for  some  fifteen  years  back  at  least,  and  not  for 
five  years  has  there  been  such  a  slump  in  the 
salmon  supply  smce  the  middle  of  June.  Besides 
the  drought,  which  in  itself  is  bad  enough,  there 
has  been  a  long  series  of  east  winds  and  other 
rough  weather  to  contend  with,  stretchmg  back 
mto  the  middle  of  spring,  so  that  really  yesterday, 
so  to  speak,  is  not  altogether  accountable  for  the 
disasters  of  to-day.  In  the  early  spring  the  plant 
also  suffered,  and  for  weeks  on  end  on  some  parts 
of  the  coast  the  nets  could  not  be  regularly 
approached  on  account  of  the  prolonged  ground 
swell,  caused  by  the  contrary  direction  of  the 
wmds,  which  proved  anything  but  favourable. 

The  quality  of  the  fish  has  been  simply  superb 
all  through.  Nothing  better  could  be  wished,  both 
as  regards  quality  and  colour,  while  the  weights 
were  highly  satisfactory. 

On  the  Dee  the  record  was  reached  with  regard 
to  heavy  fish— on  two  occasions  31  a  lb.  fish  being 
got  m  the  eariy  spring— a  fact  our  grandfathers 
would  never  have  credited.  On  the  Tay  and  Moray 
Firth  stations  the  same  experience  was  quite 
common  as  to  extra  heavy  fish  and  of  excellent 
quality. 

The  prices  have  also  been  highly  satisfactory, 
and  the  average  all  over  will  in  a  measm-e  make 
up  for  what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  dead 
loss. 

Sea-trout,  ever  an  uncertain  quantity,  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  all  the  season,  through; 
and  the  fact  of  over-netting  in  the  estuaries  where 
tliey  fall  an  easy  prey,  was  never  more  apparent. 
The  same  with  what  small  numbers  of  grilse  came 
away.  For  the  past  five  years  at  least  there  has 
been  a  constant  decline  in  the  numbers  of  sea-trout 
and  grilse  killed,  and  this  corresponds  exactly  to 
the  same  corresponding  periods  of  protracted 
droughts  which  have  succeeded  one  another  year 
after  year. 

If  the  grilse  and  salmon  are  to  be  saved  it  must  be 
by  a  limit  being  put  to  the  summer  fishings  until  such 
time  as  they  can  stand  it.  Little  harm  can  be  done 
to  the  prolific  shoals  of  spring  fish  that  haunt 
round  om-  coasts,  and  generally  make  for  the  river 
whenever  the  temperature  of  the  river  and  sea 
equalise,  but  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August  the  fish  do  not  take  to  the  rivers  but  are 


got  mostly  on  the  coast  and  estuaries,  and  it  is 
then  that  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg  is 
killed. 

The  prospects  of  the  angler  are  now  on  the  in- 
crease, and  it  is  well  that  for  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks  these  have  been  on  the  increase.  Fish  have 
been  coming  more  freely  inshore,  and  for  the  past 
week  salmon  have  been  constantly  falling  in  price. 
This  does  not  mean  that  the  autumn  fishing  will 
be  a  good  thing  for  a  certainty,  but  it  means  that 
with  a  fairly  good  spate  all  over  the  country  matters 
will  not  be  so  bad  as  one  may  expect,  and,  in  fact, 
that  as  soon  as  the  rain  comes  the  prospects  will 
then  change  for  the  better,  and  only  then. 

Not  for  the  past  thirty  years  have  angling  matters 
been  so  dull,  nor  so  few  salmon  flies  sold.  So  say 
the  oldest  tackle-makers,  and  they  should  know  if 
any  do.  However,  with  a  bit  of  a  spate  matters 
might  be  changed,  but  meantime  they  are  as  dull 
as  ditch  water.  While  everybody  is  anxious  to  get 
on  to  decent  fishing  quarters  there  is  nothing  to 
offer  them.  The  shooting  season  is  over  for  the 
nonce  till  the  "  First,"  which  usually  means  the 
"Twenty-first"  in  the  North  of  Scotland,  and 
meantime  anglers  can  only  watch  and  wait  and 
hope  that  every  tide  will  bring  up  the  fish  which 
now  cannot  fall  into  the  spoilers'  nets.       G.  M. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT, 


For  ten  years  in  succession  it  was  my  good 
fortune  to  pursue  this  fascinating  sport  at  lazy, 
lovely  Lowestoft,  but  a  stern  fate  compelled  me  to 
seek  my  daily  bread  far  away,  leaving  to  me  only 
pleasant  memories  of  its  wide,  breezy  denes  on 
which  the  heather  and  gorse  grow  in  wild  pro- 
fusion, and  over  which  the  sea  breeze  blows 
constantly. 

Sea  fishing  cannot  be  pursued  with  success  all 
the  year  round.    The  season  commences  about  the 
beginning  of  October,  and  has  practically  ceased  at 
Christmas.     At  the  beginning  of  this  period  the 
greater  proportion,  if  not  all,  of  the  catch  will  be 
whiting,  and,  speaking  personally,  I  consider  the 
hooked  whiting  to  be  the  tastiest  of  all  fish.  He 
is  a  bold  biter  and  a  good  fighter,  and  as  he  lies 
gasping  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat  he  is  resplendent 
with  all  the  prismatic  colours  of  the  rainbow.  For 
the  table  he  cannot  be  compared  with  the  poor, 
bruised  and  battered   specimens  caught  by  the 
trawlers.    His  flesh  is  firm  and  snowy  whiter,  and 
he  is  justly  esteemed  as  a  delicacy  for  the  sick. 
Codling  begin  to  arrive  towards  the  latter  end  of 
October,  and  very  often  large  catches  are  made  ; 
they  give    good    sport,   and    run    to    a  much 
larger  size  than  whiting,  being  often  caught  up 
to  41b.    Eecently  a  meeting  of  sea  anglers  was  held 
in  Lowestoft,  and  it  was  proposed  that  the  Great 
Eastern  Eailway  should  be  approached  in  order 
that  a  stagmg  might  be  erected  on  the  South  pier 
in  a  suitable  position  for  the  convenience  of  anglers  ; 
whether  anything  has  come  of  it  I  do  not  know! 
Fishing  is  already  allowed  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
company  between  the  dates  I  have  mentioned,  for 
which  a  permit  has  to  be  obtained  of  the  harbour- 
master.   Anglers  should  carefully  bear  in  mind  that 
this  is  a  privilege  granted  solely  for  then-  benefit, 
and  it  should  not  be  abused.    The  company  object, 
and  rightly  so,  to  their  splendid  promenade  pier 
being  littered  with  mussel  shells,  squib,  and  bits  of 
decaying  herring  and  mackerel,  and  they  therefore 
request  that  all  refuse  should  be  thrown  overboard. 
The  South  pier  occupies  a  very  favourable  position 
for  sport,  and  it  can  be  fished  fi'om  in  nearly  all 
weathers.    An  excellent  place  is  from  the  steps  at 
the  end  of  the  pier,  fishing  out  straight  into  the 
harbour ;  boats  may  also  be  hired  for  fishing  in  the 
Roads  if  boat  fishing  is  preferred,  but  the  fisher- 
man must  be  proof  against  sea-sickness,  or  he 
will  not  have  a  very  pleasant  time  unless  the 
sea  is  very  calm.    Opinions  vary  as  to  the  best 
time  of  the  tide  for  sport.    For  the  pier  I  prefer 
the  last  hour  before  high  water,  and  for  the  beach 
the  last  of  the  ebb  and  the  first  of  the  flood.  If 
the  sportsman  decides  to  fish  from  the  beach  he 
will  unhesitatingly  choose  the  north  beach.  The 
shore  here  shelves  away  so  rapidly  that  deep  water 
is  but  a  very  short  distance  from  the  shore,  par- 
ticularly between  the  new  north  extension  jetty  and 
the  Ness  Point,  but  good  fishing  is  also  to  be  had 
north  of  the  point. 

The  angler's  outfit  is  comprised  as  follows :— A 
stiff  rod  fitted  with  upright  brass  rings  and  a  spear 
butt,  so  that  the  rod  may  be  thrust  into  the  sand 


for  a  spell,  and  a  large  free-running  wooden  winch 
capable  of  holding  eighty  yards  of  strong  fine  line. 
The  leaden  sinker,  about  ;5oz.  in  weight,  is  threaded 
on  fine  gimp,  on  which  it  should  slide  freely,  so 
that  when  a  fish  tugs  he  shall  draw  the  gimp 
through  the  lead,  thus  enabling  tlie  angler  to  strike 
without  moving  the  lead,  which  is  a  great  advantage. 
The  lead  is  prevented  from  slippingdown  tothehooks 
by  means  of  a  split  shot  closed  over  the  gimp.  The 
bottom  consists  of  a  yard  of  stout  gut  and  two 
hooks  ;  the  latter  should  be  of  the  kind  termed 
Scotch  hooks  ;  they  have  a  short  shank  and  no  bend, 
and  the  fisherman  can  cither  tie  them  on  to  a  foot  of 
gut  himself  or  have  it  done  for  him  ;  they  are  best 
bought  in  the  locality.     I  always  tie  my  own, 
which  is  the  best  way.    The  best  bait  when  fishing 
with  a  rod  is  a  live  mussel  or  a  lug-wonn.  To 
bait  with  a  mussel,  pass  the  hook  through  that 
firm  sinew  which  holds  the  shells  together,  then 
turn  the  bait  over  and  pass  the  hook  through  the 
tongue ;  this  is  all  that  is  necessary.    The  rod  is 
best  adapted  for  fishing  from  a  pier  or  a  boat ;  it 
can,  however,  be  used  in  calm  weather  from  the 
beach.  Beach  fishing,  strictly  speaking,  is,  however, 
a  separate  art.  It  is  spoken  of  locally  as  "  casting," 
and  when  it  is  explained  that  "  casting  "  means  to 
cast  a  line,  to  which  is  attached  a  lead  weighing 
over*  a  poimd   and   twelve   or   eighteen  hooks, 
eighty  yards,  it  will  be  readily  understood  that 
it   is   an   art   requiring   some   amount  of  skill. 
It  is  by  no  means  necessary,  however,  to  use 
eighteen  hooks  or  to  cast  eighty  yards  to  catch 
fish.     To    begin    with,    it    is    best  to  cast  a 
lead  on  the  denes  a  few  times  before  attempting 
to  cast  a  line  and  hooks,  for  it  the  tyro  commences 
by  casting  a  big  line  he  will  most  likely  bait  one  of 
his  hooks  with  a  portion  of  his  right  ear.  Casting 
lines  can  be  bought  ready  made  up,  complete  with 
a  reel,  for  about  four  shillings,  and  the  beginner 
had  better  buy  one  ready  for  use  to  begin  with.  A 
soft  tanned  line  is  the  best  as  it  does  not  kink  ; 
the  hooks  should  be  about  three  feet  apart,  and 
should  be  tied  on  gut  in  good  qualities.    The  line 
is  cast  by  means  of  a  stout  ash-pole,  in  one  end  of 
which  a  notch  is  cut ;  the  method  of  casting  will 
be  described  shortly.     The  lead  is  heart-shaped, 
with  a  square  piece  projecting  at  the  top  through 
which  a  hole  is  pierced ;  through  this  hole  is  in- 
serted a  piece  of  leather  or  raw  hide  ;  two  slits  are 
made  in  the  hide,  and  the  lead  is  attached  by  this 
to  a  slender  piece  of  Manilla  rope  about  four  feet 
long,  eight  inches  from  one  end.     This  end  is 
spliced  into  a  loop,  to  which  the  line  is  attached. 
On  the  other  end  a  wooden  button  is  threaded,  and 
a  knot  tied  to  prevent  it  slipping  off.    This  rope  is 
called  the  toggle,  and  its  length  is  varied  slightly 
with  the  build  of  the  individual  using  it.  The  line  is 
unwound  from  the  reel  and  laid  along  the  beach  near 
the  margin  in  loose  coils  ;  it  should  be  overhauled 
so  that  it  does  not  run  from  imderneath,  and  see 
that  the  hooks  are  lying  free  on  the  shingle  or  the 
points  will  be  broken  off,  as  the  line  when  cast 
flies  out  with  great  velocity.    Place  the  end  of  the 
toggle  in  the  notch  of  the  pole,  the  button  holding 
it  in  position,  grasp  the  pole  near  the  centre  with 
the  left  hand  resting  the  butt  in  the  palm  of  the 
right,  sway  the  pole  and  the  body  backwards, 
bringing  them  both  strongly  forward  immediately 
afterwards,  urging  the  lead  seawards  with  the  right 
hand. 

If  skilfully  done,  it  is  very  prettj'.  The  line, 
after  describing  a  graceful  curve,  drops  into  the 
sea,  the  slack  is  then  hauled  in  and  the  line  is 
either  fixed  to  an  upright  lath  or  held  in  the  hand 
until  an  unmistakable  tug  shows  that  a  fish  is 
hooked.  I  have  seen  a  dozen  fine  codling  caught 
at  one  cast.  Two  lines  can  be  worked  if  the 
fisherman  is  energetic,  but  no  more  unless  one 
wants  to  make  a  toQ  of  pleasure.  Mussels  cannot 
be  used  as  a  bait  when  casting  as  they  are  too 
tender,  but  lug-worm,  squib,  live  whelk  or  fresh 
herring,  all  of  which  can  be  readily  obtained,  are 
suitable.  For  beach  fishing  knee  boots  are  a 
necessity,  for  the  surf  often  covers  the  feet  when 
casting  the  line.  Any  beachman  will  show  an  angler 
the  way  to  cast.  These  beachmen  are  a  fine  race 
of  men.  Their  blue  eyes,  fair  hair,  and  gi-and 
physique  mark  them  as  the  descendants  of  those 
bold  sea  kings  who  scoured  the  seas  from  Iceland 
even  to  the  gates  of  Constantmople.  Brave  to  a 
fault,  they  look  death  fearlessly  in  the  face  often 
during  the  stormy  days  of  winter  in  their  fleet 
yawls  or  in  the  lifeboat. 

For  a  day's  fishing  the  angler  sets  out  shortly 
after  breakfast  for  the  shore,  obtaining  his  bait  on 
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the  way.  On  a  calm  autumn  day  the  surroundings 
are  very  pleasant.  In  the  early  part  of  the  morn- 
ing a  slight  haze  hangs  over  the  water,  through 
which  at  times  the  brown  sails  of  some  becalmed 
trawler,  floating  down  on  the  tide,  loom  out  huge 
through  the  mist.  Soon  this  is  dispersed  by  the  rays 
of  the  sun,  but  the  air,  although  beautifully  clear,  is 
very  cool  and  still.  A  slight  frostiness  tinges  the 
atmosphere  with  a  steely  keenness,  and  the  salt  can 
be  tasted  on  the  lips.  The  sunlight  is  not  silvery 
bright,  but  of  a  soft  golden  tint,  which,  glinting  on 
the  little  waves  as  they  break  and  spread  over  the 
shingle,  makes  them  look  lil^e  liquid  gold.  As 
the  morning  fades  away  into  afternoon,  the  mellow 
light  takes  a  deeper  hue,  and  the  sun,  slowly 
sinking  behind  the  town,  sends  forth  long  shafts  of 
light,  which  pierce  up  into  the  heavens  like  golden 
lances  cast  upwai'd  by  some  mighty  warrior  of 
that  tremendous  orb.  The  twilight  quickly  fades, 
and  the  angler,  having  collected  his  spoils,  shoulders 
his  basket  and  trudges  homeward.  Far  out  at  sea 
towards  the  north-east  twinkles  the  red  lantern  of 
the  lightship,  whilst  ever  and  anon  a  broad  gleam 
from  the  High  Light  starts  forth,  sweeping  its  beams 
sixteen  miles  across  a  waste  of  water.  When  it 
vanishes,  the  dim  light  has  apparently  turned  to 
intense  darkness,  for  the  glare  is  blinding.  Slowly 
the  fisherman  toils  up  the  steep  "  Scores  "  leading 
to  the  town,  where  the  street  lamps  seem  to 
welcome  him  to  his  cosy  room,  in  which,  after  he 
has  satisfied  an  enormous  appetite,  he  sits  down  in 
the  most  easy  chair  and  puts  his  feet  up  before  the 
fire,  which  is  burning  clear  and  bright,  and,  lighting 
his  pipe,  muses  over  the  pleasures  of  the  day  before 
retiring  to  rest,  H.  John  Hendekson. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Eoach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Geeville  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  128.) 

CHAPTER  YIL— continued. 

Lea  Fishing. — The  following  instructions  from 
"  Martin's  Angler's  Guide"  (1.S54),  in  reference  to 
Lea  roach  fishing,  are  so  good,  and  agree  so 
thoroughly  with  our  own  notions  and  experience, 
that  we  cannot  do  better  than  transcribe  them. 

"  Suppose  that  you  have  the  proper  tackle,  and 
have  made  the  groimd  bait,  you  go  to  the  place 
where  you  intend  to  fish.  Don't  stand  over  and 
look  into  it  to  see  if  you  can  perceive  any  fish, 
neither  let  any  other  person  do  so  if  you  can  help 
it,  for  very  often,  by  acting  thus  imprudently — 
especially  if  the  bank  be  high  and  the  water  clear 
—  you  will  drive  all  the  roach  out  of  the  swim,  and 
it  may  be  a  considerable  .time  before  you  entice 
them  back  again.  Having  pitched  upon  your 
place,  go  to  it  cautiously  and  quietly,  and  immedi- 
ately take  your  seat,  and  if  the  ground  be  damp 
take  care  to  have  a  piece  of  cork  or  board  to  sit  on. 
Being  seated,  put  your  rod  together,  beginning 
with  the  top  joints,  then  loop  on  your  line,  hook 
on  your  plummet,  and  try  the  depth,  and  be  sure 
you  do  it  as  gently  as  possible.  Your  line  must  be 
just  so  long  as  to  allow  about  fifteen  inches  between 
the  rod  point  and  the  float.  If,  therefore,  you  find 
it  too  long,  you  must  shorten  it,  if  too  short, 
lengthen  it,  and  in  no  case  fish  with  it  in  any  form 
and  think  it  will  do,  because  it  will  not.  Having 
your  line  the  precise  length,  and  your  float  in  the 
exact  place,  keep  your  plummet  on,  and  let  your 
line  soak  in  the  water  while  you  make  your  bait  as 
before  directed;  this  is  a  good  plan,  because  a  hair 
line  unsoaked  is  very  tender.  Your  bait  being  well 
made,  take  off  your  plummet,  bait  your  hook,  and 
cast  in,  taking  particular  nptice  which  way  your 
float  rides  in  the  water,  and  then  throw  in  your 
ground  bait  according  to  your  best  judgment. 
Some  will  throw  a  lot  of  ground  bait  in  first,  and 
then,  when  they  begin  to  fish,  find  that  they  can- 
not keep  the  float  for  a  second  in  the  place  where 
it  is.  Let  all  your  movements  be  gentle,  neat,  and 
clever,  bearing  in  mind  that  making  no  disturbance 
in  or  about  the  water,  and  the  use  of  very  fine 
tackle,  are  most  essential.  In  fact,  neatness  is 
everything  in  fishing,  especially  for  roach.  The 
bait  employed  must  be  a  gentle,  and  the  tackle 
almost  of  an  imperceptible  nature,  and  then  you 
will  catch  them,  but  not  under  other  circumstances. 
A  clumsy  angler,  with  a  heavy  rod,  a  coarse  line 
and  hook,  a  large  float,  a  good  parcel  of  large  shots, 
and  a  bait  nearly  as  large  as  the  top  of  your  finger, 
will  drive  all  the  roach  away  from  him,  just  e,s  a 


large  dog  drives  a  flock  of  sheep,  notwithstanding 
the  very  great  desire  he  may  have  to  catch  some  of 
them.  If  the  fish  are  on  the  feed,  and  your  tackle 
is  rightly  adjusted,  you  will  have  a  bite  very  soon 
after  you  begin  to  fish.  Strike  the  moment  you 
see  the  float  affected,  letting  the  movement  be 
made  with  the  hand  only,  from  the  wrist,  not  from 
the  arm,  and  turning  the  point  of  your  rod  upwards. 
Don't  wait  until  you  think  the  fish  has  swallowed 
the  bait,  because  as  soon  as  he  finds  it  is  attached 
to  something  he  will  blow  it  out  of  his  mouth, 
unless  he  be  very  hungry,  which  is  not  often  the 
case  ;  and  remember  that  your  float  cannot  be 
affected  by  him  unless  he  has  .your  bait  between 
his  lips.  Do  not  forget,  also,  that  the  largest  fish 
generally  bite  in  the  most  cautious  manner.  As 
soon  as  you  have  hooked  a  fish,  little  or  big,  keep 
a  tight  line  on  him,  your  rod  bemg  raised  directly 
over  him.  If  he  be  large,  and  pulls  well,  don't  be 
afraid  of  hun,  for  if  you  keep  your  rod  over  him  he 
must  pull  tremendously  to  break  you,  though  your 
tackle  be  of  such  a  delicate  order.  Your  hair, 
when  well  soaked,  is  elastic,  and  your  rod  is  very 
pliable,  and  if  your  judgment  be  good  all  his 
endeavours  to  get  away  will  be  unavailing.  The 
grand  thing,  especially  in  a  young  angler,  is  not  to 
be  in  too  great  a  hurry.  Hundreds  of  good  fish 
have  been  lost  for  want  of  a  little  time  and 
patience.  Keep  your  rod  over  him  until  he  is  quite 
still,  and  if  you  do  not  use  a  landing-net  lift  him 
out  of  the  water  as  gently  as  you  possibly  can, 
with  the  rod  in  your  right  hand,  letting  him  hang 
his  whole  weight.  Then  very  cautiously  swing 
him  to  yoiur  left  hand,  and  as  cautiously  get  him 
within  your  grasp,  and  hold  him  so  fast  that  he 
shall  not  stir  while  you  take  the  hook  out  of  his 
mouth.  All  this  care  is  really  necessary,  for  if  you 
pull  out  quickly  a  fish  of  only  four  or  five  ounces, 
and  let  him  flounder  about  in  your  lap  or  on  the 
ground,  it  is  ten  to  one  that  your  hair  gets  broken 
long  before  you  get  the  hook  out.  We  have  seen 
it  done  many,  many  times.  If  your  fish  is  above 
four  or  five  ounces  it  is  always  best  to  use  your 
landing-net.  Never  at  any  time  attempt  to  lay 
hold  of  a  fish  when  it  is  in  the  water,  neither  suffer 
any  other  person  to  do  so  for  you,  for  in  that  case 
you  will  be  pretty  sure  to  lose  your  fish,  and  have ' 
your  line  broken  in  the  bargain. 

"Always  keep  your  seat  while  you  are  killing 
and  landing  your  fish,  unless  it  be  upon  any 
critical  occasion,  for  rising  up  suddenly  and 
moving  about  your  swim,  if  the  water  be  clear, 
will  drive  all  the  fish  clean  out  of  it,  and  you  may 
have  to  wait  no  little  time  before  they  come  back 
again." 

One  of  our  reminiscences  of  the  Lea  somewhat 
difl"ers  from  the  above  injunctions  of  a  close 
adhesion  to  one  seat,  not  that  we  in  any  way 
advocate  other  than  the  keeping  to  one  place, 
provided  the  roach  continue  on  the  feed,  nor  do  we 
agree  with  the  old  veteran  that  the  swim  was 
disturbed  at  each  capture,  provided  he  did  nothing 
contrary  to  the  injunctions  but  now  so  ably  set 
forth. 

Ground-bait.— Old  Corbett,  a  Peninsular  veteran, 
used  to  bring  heavy  baskets  of  roach  from  the  Lea, 
and  finding  him  upon  one  occasion  at  Ware,  in 
Hertfordshire,  we  watched  him  closely  from  a 
respectful  distance.  He  was  seated  upon  a  cane 
box  made  by  himself,  to  hold  his  tackle  in  the  one 
half,  and  his  fish  were  dropped  through  a  slit  in 
the  other,  without  his  having  to  quit  his  seat. 
This  box  he  moved  from  swim  to  swim.  "  Why  ?  " 
we  inquired,  "  do  you  shift  your  swim '?  You  have 
just  taken  a  good-sized  roach  at  the  last,  and  yet 
you  leave  it."  "  Yes,  your  honour,  I  have  five 
pitches  here  within  thirty  yards,  and  I  always 
make  it  a  rule  to  move  to  another  swim  after  taking 
a  fish."  As  this  was  something  new  to  us,  we 
asked  his  reason.  "  Why,  you  see,  your  honour,  I 
have  ground-baited  each  of  these  five  swims,  and  I 
have  found  by  experience  that  the  noise  and  tussle 
made  in  landing  a  fish  at  one  place  drives  the  lot 
off,  and  they  go  to  the  others,  where,  if  I  throw  a 
little  fresh  ground-bait  in,  I  get  them  about  me 
again.  Upon  this  the  veteran  cast  in  a  lump  of 
ground-bait,  not  bigger  than  a  hazel-nut,  and  had 
scarcely  got  his  hook  down  when  he  struck,  and 
shortly  landed  another  plumper.  There  was  some- 
thing, we  thought,  odd  about  this  ground-bait  ;  we 
therefore  picked  up  a  small  piece  he  had  let  fall, 
and  asked  him  bluntly  what  it  was  composed  of. 
He  frankly  told  us  it  was  nothing  but  oatmeal  — 
that  pollard  would  do — browned  over  the  fire  in  a 
frjdng-pan,  and  then  mixed  into  a  paste  with 


treacle  or  molasses.  He  had  learned  tliis  from 
his  colonel  (Williamson),  a  very  export  and  suc- 
cessful roach  fisher,  and  he  found  it  the  most 
attractive  ground-bait  he  had  ever  used.  "  Lord 
bless  you,"  said  he,  after  accepting  an  ounce  of 
bird's-eye,  "  I  could  tell  you  lots  o'  them  dodges  I 
learned  from  Colonel  WUliamson.  I  used  to  go 
a-fishing  with  him  wherever  we  were  quartered." 
And  he  did,  certainly,  tell  us  one  or  two  somewhat 
marvellous  things,  which  we  must  test  before  we 
retail  them  ;  but  as  they  in  no  way  concern  our 
especial  subject  they  can  easily  be  dispensed  with 
here. 

The  best  ground-bait,  when  roach  fishing  in  the 
Lea,  is  bread  and  bran.  Take  about  a  pound  of 
bread  of  any  kind,  and  soak  it  in  water  until  it  is 
quite  soft,  then  put  it  into  a  bag  and  squeeze  all 
the  water  from  it,  after  which  mix  in  the  bag  with 
it  about  a  quart  of  bran,  and  work  it  together  till 
it  becomes  a  stiff  paste.  This  you  may  do  at  home 
if  you  please,  and  take  it  all  ready  with  you  to  the 
water.  When  baiting  the  ground  with  it  throw  a 
piece  in  now  and  then  about  the  size  of  a  walnut. 
If  the  water  be  deep  press  each  piece  into  the  form 
of  a  cup,  and  put  into  it  a  small  stone,  closing  it 
up  so  that  it  may  sink  quickly  into  the  place  where 
you  wish  it  to  fall,  always  bearing  in  mind  that 
ground-bait  falling  into  an  improper  place  is  very 
detrimental  to  your  sport,  seeing  that  it  coaxes  the 
fish  away  from  you.  Many  anglers  are  not  halt 
particular  enough  in  this  respect.  Your  baited 
hook  should  always  be  exactly  in  the  place  where 
the  ground-bait  is.  If  the  water  is  still  and.shallow 
the  smaller  your  pieces  are  the  better.  If  the  fish 
are  feeding  well  do  not  throw  in  any  bait,  but,  as 
you  would  do  in  more  important  circumstances, 
"  leave  well  alone."  We  have  sometimes  found  that 
in  still  waters  a  little  bread  chewed  very  fine  and 
thrown  in  is  a  very  enticing  ground-bait. 

Striking. — "  When  you  see  the  least  movement 
of  the  float,  either  by  its  being  pulled  down  or 
thrown  a  little  up,  strike  quickly  but  lightly  (the 
motion  coming  from  your  wrist,  not  from  the  arm), 
for  if  the  jerk  is  too  violent  you  will  break  the  line, 
which  need  not  be  hazarded,  as  the  least  jerk  hooks 
these  tender-mouthed  fish." — Ibid. 

Playing. — "  If  you  have  hit  or  hooked  a  fish, 
raise  the  top  of  your  rod,  keeping  him  as  much 
under  the  top  as  you  can,  and  the  butt  downwards, 
nearly  touching  the  ground,  and  by  thus  playing 
him  under  the  point  of  your  rod,  he  will  soon  be 
your  own." — Ibid-. 

Landing  Net. — "  In  this  fine  fishing  it  is  best  to 
take  with  you  a  landing  net,  particularly  if  you  fish 
off'  a  high  bank,  or  wharfing,  or  punt,  or  you  will 
hazard  breaking  the  line  or  hook  in  weighing  the 
fish  out." — Ibid. 

Posture  of  Angler.  —  Nearly  all  authors, 
referring  to  light  line  fishing,  tell  us  in  angling  for 
roach  a  sitting  posture  is  to  be  preferred,  as  by 
that  means  you  are  more  out  of  their  sight ;  always 
keep  the  top  of  your  rod  up  over  the  float,  and  so 
high  that  none  of  the  line  above  the  float  lies  on  or 
touches  the  water.  It  is  herein  the  Nottingham 
style  possesses,  in  bright  waters,  one  of  its  many 
advantages  over  the  Lea  fashion  ;  the  rod  is  afar 
off,  and  does  not  continually  serve  to  affright  the 
fish  with  either  its  substance  or  its  shadow. 

Shotting  the  Line. — Bailey  says  :  "The  method 
of  angling  for  roach,  as  practised  on  the  Thames 
and  Lea,  is  quite  the  reverse  of  the  Nottingham 
style,  and  the  tackle  used  is  altogether  diff"erent,  I 
mean  when  paste,  gentles,  or  any  other  light  bait 
is  fished  with.  Some  of  the  London  roach  fishers 
are  very  clever  in  this  branch  of  the  art.  But 
during  my  rambles  by  both  rivers  I  observed  many 
of  this  class  ^f  anglers  using  tackle  which  I  con- 
sidered not  at  all  suitable  for  the  delicate  and 
pretty  art  of  roach  fishing.  The  angler  who  can 
apply  the  greatest  amount  of  deception,  and  fish 
with  the  lightest  tackle,  is  the  most  likely  to  meet 
with  success,  and  I  think  the  generality  of  my 
readers  will  agree  with  me  on  this  point.  However, 
when  I  see  a  man  fishing  with  a  cork  float,  with 
perhaps  a  hundred  small  shots  upon  the  gut 
bottom,  as  close  together  as  they  could  be  placed, 
and  fishing  a  still  water  not  more  than  four  feet 
deep,  with  weight  enough  to  fish  a  barbel  swim,  I 
think  him  a  century  behind  in  roach  fishing,  and 
that  unless  he  uses  lighter  and  finer  tackle  he  must 
expect  often  to  return  with  an  empty  basket. 
Most  of  the  London  anglers  use  a  great  number  of 
shot  on  their  gut  bottoms,  and  very  close  together. 
I  know  this  would  not  suit  me  or  my  style  of 
fishing.    Suppose  you  are  fishing  for  roach  in  a 
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gentle  swim,  with  tlie  gut  bottom  weighted  as  I 
have  described,  the  shot  being  put  close  together  to 
within  six  or  seven  inches  of  the  hook.  You  throw 
in  your  line,  the  bait  is  at  once  sent  dovm  to  the 
bottom,  and  kept  there.  From  your  float  to  the 
hook  your  line  is  as  straight  as  a  stick,  and  your 
bait  is  so  held  down  by  the  shot  that  it  cannot 
present  any  attraction  to  the  fish.  It  cannot  move 
about  so  as  to  imitate  your  ground-bait  swimming 
down  the  stream.  Your  bait  has  lost  its  freedom, 
and  is  not  allowed  to  swim  in  that  tempting  form 
which  would  at  once  induce  a  fish  to  take  it.  I  do 
not  like  the  system  of  leaving  th&  fish  to  find  the 
bait,  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  prefer  sending  the  bait 
to  find  the  fish,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only 
proper  way  of  angling  in  a  stream.  The  bottom 
shot  on  my  tackle  is  at  least  ten  inches  from  the 
hook,  the  next  one  three  inches  above  it.  Between 
this  and  the  one  above  I  allow  about  two  inches 
and  a  half,  and  and  so  on  to  the  top  of  a  yard 
tackle,  tapering  a  shot  up  the  gut  so  that  they  shall 
be  thickest  at  the  top.  It  will  now  be  observed 
that  part  of  your  gut  bottom  nearest  the  hook  is 
considerably  the  lightest,  consequently,  when  the 
float  is  swimming  down  the  stream,  by  putting  a 
little  pressure  on  the  float  the  undercurrent  near 
the  bottom  acts  on  the  light  part  of  the  tackle,  and 
at  once  brings  the  bait  first.  Let  it  swim  gently  in 
this  form,  and  if  the  fish  won't  bite,  the  bait  will 
run  against  their  noses." 

(To  be  continued.) 


SEA  LIONS  AND  SEALS  AS  FISH 
DESTROYERS. 


[I  am  glad  to  publish  this  testimony  as  to  the 
destruction  among  salmon  caused  by  sea  lions  and 
seals  in  American  waters,  as  I  have  been  collecting 
evidence  on  the  subject  for  some  time  past.— E.  B. 
Marston.] 

We  reprinted  from  Science  recently  a  letter  from 
Dr.  C.  Hart  Merriam,  in  which  it  was  sought  to  be 
f<hown  that  the  sea  lion  did  not  destroy  fish,  and  that 
the  warfare  waged  upon  the  sea  lion  by  the  California 
Fish  Commission  was  unwarranted.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  California  Fish  Commissioners  contend  that 
the  fish-eating  habits  of  the  sea  lion  are  well  estab- 
lished facts,  and  that  the  fishery  interests  of  California 
demand  a  reduction  of  the  sea  lions.  The  following 
passages,  from  a  letter  addressed  by  the  California 
Commission  to  Commipsioner  George  M.  Bowers,  give 
the  views  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of  such  authorities 
as  Dr.  David  Starr  [Jordan,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gilbert, 
and  others  : — 

All  of  the  protestants  have  declared  to  the  Treasury 
Department  that  this  Board  was  proceeding  unwisely, 
and  upon  assumption  rather  than  upon  fact.  They 
took  the  liberty  of  so  declaring  without  enquiry  of  us 
in  any  respect,  notwithstanding  the  accessibility  of 
this  ofBce,  notwithstanding  that  we  are  at  all  times 
ready  to  give  such  information  in  justification  of  any 
policy  we  may  adopt,  and  notwithstanding  that  the 
courtesy  of  such  inquiry  was,  in  all  conscience,  due 
to  us. 

The  sea  lion  question  has  been  a  burning  issue  in 
fishery  circles  in  this  State  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  These  animals  have  increased  greatly  in 
numbers  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  no  longer  tilled  for  commercial 
purposes.  Prior  to  1884,  or  thereabouts,  vessels  were 
outfitted  at  this  port  for  sea  lion  hunting.  They  were 
then  taken  for  their  hides,  oil,  and  trimmings,  and  the 
mdustry  was  profitable;  the  oil,  however,  has  now 
fallen  in  value,  the  skins,  which  were  used  for  belting 
and  kindred  purposes,  have  been  supplanted  by  other 
textures,  and  the  pursuit  of  the  animal  is  no  longer 
profitable.  When  they  were  so  hunted  and  destroyed 
for  commercial  purposes,  there  was  no  outcry  in  the 
land  by  biologists,  scientists  or  others,  upon  the 
ground  that  another  form  of  marine  life  was  being 
exterminated,  nor  is  there  now  any  greater  reason  for 
such  scientific  distress. 

The  non-molestation  of  these  animals  has  resulted, 
as  aforesaid,  in  their  great  increase,  and  they  have 
become  the  most  cunning  and  destructive  of  sea 
robbers.  It  is  utterly  useless  for  men  to  talk  of 
scientific  examinations  of  the  stomach  contents,  etc. 
The  bold,  bald  fact  stands  forth  before  us  every  day  that 
this  animal  pursues  the  salmon  schools  through  the 
Golden  Gate,  through  San  Francisco,  San  Pablo  and 
Smsun  bays,  clear  to  the  railway  bridge  at  the  city  of 
Sacramento,  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
ocean  shore.  They  are  voracious  and  destructive  to 
the  last  degree.  It  is  estimated  by  the  fishermen  upon 
the  rivers  and  the  salmon  canners  that  from  twentv 
to  forty  per  cent,  of  the  fish  entering  the  bays  are 
destroyed  by  this  means.  They  enter  the  nets  of  the 
tshermen  and  take  the  fish  already  gilled.  They  tear 
and  destroy  the  nets,  and  cause  irreparable  damage  to 


the  hardy  and  industrious  fishermen.  They  are  seen 
every  day  during  the  salmon  run  with  fish  in  their 
jaws,  and  almost  no  net  is  hauled  that  does  not  show  a 
largo  percentage  of  fish  destroyed  by  these  animals. 
It  is  so  now  that  the  fishermen  when  laying  out  their 
nets  must  patrol  them  from  end  to  end  as  they  drift 
with  the  current  or  the  tide,  armed  with  Winchester 
rifles  to  protect  the  nets  from  the  depredations  of 
these  beasts. 

The  situation  has  become  intolerable.  Our  patrol- 
men ui>on  the  rivers  early  this  year  reported  the 
devastation  of  these  animals  to  be  more  than 
ordinarily  excessive,  and  the  cannery  men  and  fish 
dealers  also  protested  to  us.  Petitions,  signed  by 
every  licensed  fisherman  in  these  waters,  were  pre- 
sented to  us,  praying  for  our  intervention  for  their 
relief. 

Before  undertaking  any  action, 'and, in  order  to  give 
all  sides  of  the  question  a  fair  hearing,  this  Board 
called  a  public  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  general 
assembly  room  of  this  building,  at  which  were  present 
delegations  from  the  fishermen,  representatives  of  the 
cannery  men,  most  of  the  wholesale  fish  dealers  of 
this  State,  Dr.  Jordan,  of  Stanford,  Mr.  Schoficld,  of 
Stanford,  Dr.  Harkness,  ex-president  of  our  Academy 
of  Sciences,  and  many  others. 

Dr.  Jordan  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  discussion, 
and  announced  his  appearance  as  attorney  for  the 
seals.  All  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  subject 
were  duly  considered.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
hearing.  Dr.  Jordan  stated  that  while  he  yet  had  some 
doubts  as  to  the  destructiveness  of  the  grey  seal 
(Eimietopias),  there  was  no  question  in  his  mind  but 
that  the  brown  sea  lion  (Zalophus)  was  a  terror  and  a 
robber  who  deserved  no  support.  He  also  stated  that 
the  fishermen,  the  fishery  interests,  and  others  had 
been  more  than  patient,  and  expressed  wonder  that 
they  had  not  taken  the  matter  into  their  own  hands 
long  ago.  He  distinctly  approved  of  the  killing  of  a 
large  percentage  of  the  herd.  He  also  stated  that  the 
fact  that  the  sea  lion  entered  the  rivers  only  during 
the  run  of  salmon  was  strong  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
they  must  do  great  injury  to  the  schools  of  salmon  in 
the  sea,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  in  the 
sea  they  destroyed  great  quantities  of  salmon. 

Dr.  Harkness  said  that  he  had  favoured  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  herd  for  years,  and  admitted  that  there 
was  no  question  but  that  they  did  a  great  damage  to 
the  fishing  interests. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  Gilbert,  of  Stanford,  sent  his  regrets 
at  being  unable  to  attend,  and  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"My  knowledge  of  the  fish-eating  propensities  of 
the  California  sea  lion  dates  from  1880,  when  I  assisted 
Dr.  Jordan  to  take  the  census  of  the  fisheries  of  the 
Pacific  Coast.  I  had  then  a  fairly  extensive  experience 
upon  the  fishing  grounds  in  company  with  fishermen, 
and  I  became  convinced,  from  my  own  observation 
and  from  conversations  with  these  men,  that  the  sea 
lion  is  enormously  destructive  of  fish  and  fishing  gear. 
I  have  seen  these  animals  patrolling  the  gill  nets.  I 
have  seen  them  eating  fish,  and  I  have  seen  the  holes 
in  the  nets,  said  to  be  caused  by  their  tearing  out  the 
captured  fish.  I  am  in  favour  of  the  reduction  in  the 
size  of  the  herds  of  the  sea  lions  on  the  California 
coast,  believing  that  such  reduction  will  materially 
increase  the  fish  supply  in  these  waters.  That  such  a 
reduction  is  feasible  can  hardly  be  doubted.  It  may 
in  the  long  run  be  most  advantageously  secured 
through  the  reduction  of  the  pups  and  breeding 
females  on  their  hauling  grounds." 

After  the  Treasury  Department  suspended  the 
permit  granted  us  to  kill  sea  lions  on  the  lighthouse 
reservations,  Dr.  Gilbert  wrote  us  on  June  8,  saying, 
"  I  am  sorry  to  learn  of  the  interruption  of  the  sea 
lion  reduction." 

Dr.  Jordan  also  wrote  us,  under  date  of  May  20  : 
"In  the  case  of  the  small  black,  barking  sea  lion 
(Zalophus)  there  can  be  no  question.  It  enters  the 
rivers  and  takes  fish  from  the  nets,  and  is  probably 
very  destructive." 

Dr.  Gilbert  also  says  that  he  has  visited  Afio  Nuevo 
Island  on  two  occasions,  and  that  there  is  no  lack  of 
evidence  that  the  sea  lions  there  destroy  many  fish. 

Therefore,  against  the  biologists  and  scientists, 
C.  Hart  Merriam,  B.  W.  Evermann  and  William  T. 
Hornaday,  who,  confessedly,  know  nothing  of  the 
practical  side  of  this  question  and  who  know  nothing 
of  the  character  and  habits  of  these  beasts,  we  set  Dr. 
David  Starr  Jordan,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gilbert,  Dr.  H. 
W.  Harkness  and  our  Mr.  Schofield,  who  do  under- 
stand this  question  from  both  a  practical  and  a  scien- 
tific standpoint,  and  who  have  devoted  years  of  study 
to  the  subject.  It,  therefore,  will  not  do  to  say  that 
our  campaign  against  the  sea  lions  was  conceived  in 
ignorance  and  born  in  wantonness  and  brutality. 
The  sentimental  side  of  this  question  appeals  as 
strongly  to  us  as  it  does  to  any  human  being  who 
feels  a  repugnance  to  take  the  life  of  any  creature. 
Stern  necessity  alone  has  driven  us  to  this  extremity. 

With  all  this  evidence  before  us,  and  with  the  know- 
ledge gained  from  personal  observation,  we  determined 
to  take  steps  to  reduce  the  herd,  and  we  sought  and 
obtained  permission  to  land  upon  and  shoot  from 
the  rookeries  at  the  lighthouse  reservations  at  Ano 


Nuevo  and  the  Faralloncs.  Wo  fitted  out  our  crews 
and  had  them  landed  upon  the  islands,  when  tho 
Lighthouse  Board  revoked  our  permits. 

So  far  as  tho  examination  of  the  stomachs  of  these 
animals  is  concerned,  we  have  to  say  that  nearly  all  of 
the  stomachs  examined  by  us  were  found  to  bo  empty. 
This  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  animals  were  killed 
during  tho  breeding  season  upon  their  rookeries.  Wo 
are  informed,  however,  by  Captain  Hutwell,  chief  light 
keeper  at  Ano  Nuevo  Island,  that  within  tho  past  few 
weeks  he  made  an  examination  of  the  stomach  of  a 
large  grey  sea  lion,  and  found  therein  more  than  001b, 
of  fish  bones  of  various  kinds. 

Wo  have  no  desire  whatever  to  exterminate  the 
animal,  and  we  may  add  this  is  impossible.  Our 
desire  is  simply  to  make  a  material  reduction  in  their 
numbers,  and  that  number  is  very  great.  At  one  time 
this  year  there  were  three  thousand  of  these  animals 
at  the  Ano  Nuevo  Light  Station,  three  thousand  at 
the  Purissima  rookery,  and  fully  eight  thousand  on 
tho  Farallone  Islands,  besides  a  largo  number  upon 
Point  Reyes  rookery,  all  within  fifty  miles  of  the 
Croldcn  flate,  and  before  entering  our  bay  or  our  rivers 
each  fish  must  run  the  gauntlet  of  these  sea  wolves. 

We  submit  that  protection,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  this  animal  is  as  reasonable  as  would  be  protection 
to  a  herd  of  grizzly  bears  that  entered  upon  your 
fishery  reservation  at  Baird  in  this  State  and  regaled 
themselves  upon  the  salmon  which  you  have  trapped 
for  spawn-taking  purposes.  We  cannot  perceive  any 
reason  why  your  department  and  ours  should  spend 
annually  large  sums  of  money  for  tho  purpose  of 
breeding  salmon  simply  to  have  a  large  percentage  of 
them  destroyed  by  these  sea  lions.  It  is  not  fair  to 
those  engaged  in  the  fishing  industry,  nor  is  it  fair  to 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  We  in  California  breed 
salmon  in  order  that  a  waning  industry  in  this  State 
may  be  revived  and  perpetuated,  and  we  are  pleased 
to  say  that  the  results  of  our  labour  are  now  being 
harvested  each  year  in  greater  measure.  We  ardently 
hope  that  it  may  so  continue,  and  we  trust  that  in  our 
efforts  to  subdue,  in  some  degree,  the  greatest  enemy 
of  the  salmon  we  may  meet  with  your  cordial  approval 
and  support,  and  not  with  your  opposition.  We  are 
confident  that  if  you  knew  the  situation  as  we  do,  you 
could  not  but  endorse  our  position. — Forest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  *c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  155  min.  for  Kew. 

AddJ*''   ■'     '•  Putney.  ArtdJ^^    ,,     „  Richmond. 

145  „  „  Hammersmith.  -"""ISO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
(50    „     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  miniites  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  ver)  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridgk. 

„  ,     ,  .        ^                            Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  August  31    2. 30    2  55 

Sunday,  Sept.  1    3.14    3.34 

Monday,  „  2    3.55    4.I6 

Tuesday,  „  3    4.37    4.57 

Wednesday,     „  4    ,5.18    5  41 

Thursday,  „  5    6.  6   6.3:i 

Friday,  ,,  6    7.  2    7.32 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genebal  Eemaeks.  —  Although  the 
Thames  has  been  refreshed  by  heavy  rains,  the  upper 
reaches  scarcely  show  any  difference  as  regards  colour, 
whilst  the  lower  reaches  have  scarcely  enough  colour 
to  last  more  than  a  day  or  two.  In  regard  to  stream 
there  is  scarcely  any  difference,  as  the  water  which  is 
low  has  been  kept  back.  By  to  morrow,  Sept.  1, 
unless  more  rain  falls,  the  water  will  again 
be  clear.  A  fair  amount  of  rubbish  has 
been  carried  away,  but  that  is  little  compared  with 
what  must  follow.  Weeds  are  still  in  evidence  in  all 
the  upper  reaches,  and  one  is  not  far  wrong  in  point- 
ing out  that  August  has  yielded  the  worst  sport  of  the 
year.  Bream  have  been  feeding  best,  and  gudgeon  are 
now  on  the  feed  everywhere.  Curiously  enough  few 
people  seem  to  take  much  interest  in  gudgeon 
fishing  nowadays,  but  these  fish  can  be  caught  almost 
anywhere  in  the  lower  reaches.  I  am  glad  to  say  that 
the  roach  are  getting  into  better  condition.  Those 
caught  during  the  summer  months  have  been  very  slimy, 
but  some  of  the  roach  I  have  had  duiing  the  week  have 
been  quite  clean,  which  is  a  good  sign.  In  regard  to  the 
Andrews  case  I  am  glad  to  state  that  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  has  voted  a  guinea  towards  helping 
the  case  to  be  fought.  If  every  angling  club  sub- 
scribed the  same  amount  it  would  not  cost  too  much 
to  settle  the  question  of  the  rights  to  free  fishing 
on  these  parts  of  the  Thames  where  fishing  has  been 
allowed  for  years  and  jcais.— F.  II.  Amphlett. 
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Thames  (Lechlade,  Cricklade.etc.) . — Heavy  rains 
have  very  much  improved  tlie  autumn  iishiugs,  and 
all  kinds  of  fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed ;  some 
capital  sport  has  been  had  with  roach,  perch,  chub,  and 
tench,  and  a  few  small  jack  have  been  caught  and 
returned.  The  St.  John's  Bridge  roach  swims  are  in 
beautiful  order  and  roach  are  taking  white  paste,  wasp 
grub,  and  gentles.  Cray-fishers  have  been  busy  on  the 
Leach  and  Upper  Coin. — The  Rambler. 

 (Sunbury).  —  Have  been  taking  some  good 

roach  and  dace,  but  they  don't  feed  till  the  evening  as 
the  water  is  so  bright,  but  this  rain  might  improve  it. 
Very  few  barbel  are  taken. — H.  Heebebt. 

  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  now  in  fine 

condition  after  the  rain.  lOut  Aug.  27th  and  28th 
had  271b.  roach,  four,  bream,  and  one  jack.  Fish- 
ing at  Wallingford  all  last  week  with  Mr.  John  James 
and  Mr.  Percy  Curtis  we  had  splendid  roach,  perch 
and  jack,  roach  up  to  3 Jib.  A  gentleman  at 
the  weir  has  taken  six  jack,  up  to  4flb.  Plenty 
f  gudgeon  also  have  been  caught. — Walteb  McBeide. 

Ancholme  District. — Sport  continues  excellent. 
Fine  roach  and  bream  are  being  taken  about  Coal 
Dyke  End,  and  pike  up  to  51b.  Good  bream  have  also 
been  got  about  Harlem  Hill.  At  Bishopbridge  one 
angler  got  five  bream  weighing  201bj  He  had  a  total 
of  over  two  stone. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
first  three  days  since  last  report,  bright,  hot  weather ; 
water  stale  ;  average  catches,  5Ib.  a  rod.  Since  Aug.  25 
heavy  storms,  also  repeated  showers,  have,  to  a  great 
extent,  improved  the  condition  of  the  water. — John 
O.  Geoege,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.,  (East  Gloucestershire). — 
These  trout  streams  continue  in  good  order  for  the 
autumn  fishing,  the  heavy  rains  we  have  lately  had 
putting  a  good  head  of  water  on ;  for  a  time  it 
sadly  discoloured  the  water,  but  these  rapid  trout 
streams  soon  clear,  and  the  majority  of  the  stretches 
are  in  nice  condition.  The  trout  rise  well  about  noon 
and  in  the  evening  just  before  sundown,  and  on 
August  25  I  saw  a  pretty  rise  in  the  Fairford 
town  just  before  11  o'clock.  Trout  are  now  at  their 
very  best  and  die  game.  A  truly  magnificent  trout 
weighing  3|lb.  and  measuring  nineteen  inches  by 
eleven  inches  was  caught  in  Meg  Hole  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  This  is  the  premier  trout  of 
the  Coin  that  I  have  heard  of  this  season.  The  fish 
was  in  splendid  condition,  and  it  had  broken  more 
than  one  expert  during  the  season.  A  few  rods  have 
been  out,  including  Messrs.  Buchanan,  H.  Milward, 
Johnson,  Morgan,  etc.  The  best  flies  are: — Shirburn, 
March  Brown,  Black  and  Brown  Alder,  Sherry  Spinner, 
Pale  Autumn  Dun,  White  Bustard  Moth,  and  White- 
winged  Coachman  for  evening  fishing.  Season  closes 
on  Sept.  30.  Weather  dull  and  overcast.  Cray-fishers 
have  been  having  good  sport  on  the  Upper  Coin,  Upper 
Windrush,  and  the  Leach,  baiting  with  bullock's  liver 
and  herring. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — At  the  present  time 
fish  are  taking  no  bait  with  success,  the  best  for  peal 
being  the  Alexandra,  Coachman,  and  Silver  Drake; 
and  for  trout  the  Blue  Dun.  Fishing  at  Staverton 
on  Friday  night  (Aug.  23)  Mr.  Sopcr  landed  five  peal 
and  one  trout ;  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  caught  two  trout  at 
the  Weir  ;  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  captured  a  small  peal 
and  a  trout.  Mr.  G.  Garrow  Green,  however,  was 
more  successful  on  ]\Ionday,  when  he  secured  a  fine 
basket  of  fourteen  trout,  fishing  on  the  Harbourne. 
The  pollution  difficulty  at  the  Buckfastleigh  sewage 
works  is  still  engaging  the  attention  of  the  fishing 
authorities,  and  the  Buckfastleigh  District  Council 
intend  adding  another  filter  tank  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  will  obviate  the  difficulty.  With  regard  to  the 
general  fishing  on  the  river,  it  might  be  mentioned 
that  five  fishermen  have  fished  for  a  fortnight  and 
their  reward  has  been  four  fish. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Fishing  during  the  past 
week  has  not  improved  much.  The  Culm  and  the 
Exe  have  improved.  On  the  Otter,  catches  have  only 
been  made  in  the  evening.  Pour  salmon  have  been 
taken  on  the  Dart,  three  of  which  came  from  the 
moorland  waters,  which  has  improved  since  the  rain. 
The  stream  has  been  cleaned,  and  large  numbers  of 
peal  have  gone  up  the  river,  thus  making  the  fishing 
as  far  down  as  Totnes  very  bad.  Fishing  below  Ottery 
Bridge  last  week,  a  gentleman  captured  27  trout,  and 
of  that  number  he  had  to  throw  18  back,  thus  showing 
that  the  fish  are  exceedingly  small.  At  Dartmeet, 
however,  some  fish  in  good  condition  have  been  taken. 
Fishing  in  the  Taw,  with  an  artificial  minnow,  Mr. 
Skinner,  of  North  Tawton,  landed  a  beautiful  trout 
which  weighed  31b.  It  was  21  inches  long  and  10  inches 
in  girth.  The  Yealm  has  been  yielding  a  large  number 
of  bass  ;  in  fact,  so  large  a  supply  has  not  been  known 
for  some  time.  The  Ash  water  is  not  in  a  good  state  at 
the  present  time,  and  few  fish  have  been  taken.  Small 
catches  have  also  been  the  order  on  the  Carey.  In  the 
Teign,  little  bas  been  done.  The  recent  rain  was  res- 
ponsible for  a  couple  of  clays'  good  fishing.  The  river 
is  very  low  even  now. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  has  been  better  this 
wetk  on  above  streams,  generally  speaking.  One  dish 
of  twelve  brace  was  made  on  our  Norbury  water  on 


Monday,  and  wo  hear  of  other  equally  good  takes. 
Weather  now  all  that  could  be  desired. — D.  &  W.  H. 

Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — In  spite  of  the  heavy  thunder 
rains  we  have  had  during  the  last  few  weeks,  the  river 
has  never  had  a  proper  clean  out.  There  have  been 
several  little  freshets,  but  these  only  stirred  up  the 
filth  below  Carlisle,  and  drove  the  fish  back  into  the 
Solway.  This  has  made  a  harvest  for  the  haaf-net 
fi.shermen,  many  of  whom  have  had  a  very  good 
season.  Herling  have  been  plentiful,  and  occasion- 
ally good  baskets  have  been  made.  But  the  anglers 
complain  that  they  do  not  take  freely,  even  in  the 
best  weather,  and  say  that  "  the  Carlisle  sewage  is  not 
an  appetising  mixture. — Silver  Geey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — During  the  initial  days  of  the 
week  the  coast  was  visited  by  inclement  weather,  the 
heavy  gale  of  Monday  having  left  in  its  wake  a  some- 
what heavy  sea.  This  enabled  a  fair  number  of  clean 
run  fish  to  take  the  tideway,  and  subsequently  jsass 
the  weir  at  Ruswarp,  and  take  the  higher  reaches. 
Only  a  moderate  number  of  anglers  have  plied  the 
rod  on  the  river,  and  previous  to  the  last  two  or  three 
days  sport  has  been  only  of  a  meagre  description. 
The  coming  week  should,  however,  witness  an  im- 
provement in  all  round  conditions,  as  the  heavy  rains 
have  done  much  to  trim  the  water.  Sea  angling  im- 
practicable on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  later  some 
fair  takes  of  small  harbour  fish  were  recorded  from  the 
piers  and  quay. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Water  very  low  and 
fine,  and  the  prospects  are  not  good  for  some  days, 
the  river  being  choked  with  flannel  weed.  In  the 
canal  a  few  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken,  but  no 
special  captures  have  come  under  notice.  The  inquiry 
into  the  river  pollution  is  not  completed,  but  the 
general  public  opinion  is  that  the  sewage  has  been 
allowed  to  flow  into  the  main  river  and  thence  into 
the  canal ;  but  no  one  makes  it  their  special  business 
to  go  into  the  matter  on  behalf  of  the  many  coarse 
fishermen,  which  is  to  be  regretted,  as  tickets  are 
generously  given  by  the  worthy  mayor  and  the 
members  of  the  town  council,  and  they  are  thoroughly 
appreciated. — Red  Palmer. 

Feu  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.) — 
A  good  many  anglers  are  now  coming  down  into  the 
Cambridgeshire  district.  The  water  is  very  bright, 
and  great  care  has  to  be  exercised  if  a  decent  basket  is 
to  be  accomplished.  Poaching  is  the  favourite  sport, 
and  often  baskets  are  made  up  to  201b.  or  251b.  each  with 
bread  paste  or  creed  wheat.  Anglers  are  still  gaining 
sport  at  Surfleet,  chiefly  amongst  roach.  Bream  are  not 
very  ready  for  the  bait.  Apparently  better  sport  with 
bream  is  got  on  the  Forty-foot,  but  you  no  sooner 
locate  a  shoal  than  it  is  away  again.  Roach  fishing  is 
most  reliable  on  this  water,  and  good  takes  are  re- 
corded from  Billingborough  and  from  near  Hubbart's 
Bridge  at  the  lower  end.  The  best  takes  for  an  after- 
noon fishing  are  stated  to  be  from  201b.  to  251b., 
mostly  roach,  ornamented  by  tench,  a  bream,  or  a  good 
eel. — Limpet. 

Grove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent). — The  river  Com- 
missioners have  been  busy  weed  cutting  on  the  upper 
reaches,  greatest  care  being  taken  to  collect  and 
deposit  weeds  on  the  adjoining  land  ;  the  disturbance 
usually  has  the  effect  of  putting  fish  off  feed  for  a 
short  time,  so  advise  intending  visitors  for  the  next 
few  days  to  fish  lower  reaches  near  Shepherd's  Cottage 
and  Pluck's  Gutter,  in  which  district  Mr.  L.  D. 
Hyland  and  quite  a  host  of  visitors  from  seaside 
resorts  have  had  good  sport.  On  Aug.  25  capital 
baskets  of  roach  were  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  J. 
Wheelhouse,  W.  Whiley,  and  others.  Some  welcome 
rain  during  early  part  of  week,  but  more  wanted. — K. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Angling  is  not 
very  brisk  on  the  Idle,  still  some  good  takes  of  roach 
have  come  from  Bollam.  The  canal  gets  the  most 
patronage,  the  length  about  Clayworth  yielding  very 
well,  chiefly  among  roach.  Many,  however,  from  this 
district  go  to  the  Trent,  which  is  yielding  well,  right 
up  to  Kelham  and  Clifton  Hills.  One  of  the  sub- 
scribers at  Kelham  caught  a  barbel  7|lb.,  and  several 
also  scaling  Gib.  Reaching,  cbubbing,  and  baibel  fish- 
ing are  the  leading  attractions  of  this  part  of  the 
Trent.  Others  have  gone  to  the  Ancholme  where  Hull 
anglers  have  done  remarkably  well. — L. 

Itchen. — Now  that  the  wind  has  twisted  round  to 
south-west,  and  the  weather  is  less  grilling,  there  is  a 
good  chance  to  get  trout ;  but  the  heat  and  glare  all 
last  week  made  day  fishing  very  disappointing.  Most 
of  the  local  fishermen  only  approached  the  river  after 
sundown.  Mr.  Wm.  Chalkley,  of  Winchester,  tells 
me  that  a  good  basket  of  trout  was  made  dui  ing  an 
evening  rise  at  the  St.  Cross  water,  and  the  news  bliat 
good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  lower  Itchen  is 
very  welcome.  On  the  Worth)  s  water  several  very 
fine  trout  were  taken  by  Red  Quills,  and  the  fish  rose 
fairly  well  of  an  evening.  Farther  up  the  valley 
hardly  any  fisliiug  was  attempted.  I  hear  of  several 
large  pike  having  been  seen  in  various  parts  of  the 
river.  Now  is  the  time  to  get  nets  made,  and  I  shall 
be  very  pleased  to  assist  owners  of  Itchen  fisheries 
who  are  doubtful  where  to  obtain  really  suitable  nets 
at  reasonable  cost. — E.  Valentjne  Coeeie. 


Lea.— During  the  last  few  days  anglers  visiting  the 
Lea  have  experienced  a  very  rough  time  indeed,  cold 
and  boisterous  weather  prevailing  ;  but  rain  has  also 
fallen,  and  the  river  is  certainly  looking  much  fresher. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Stort  and  other  tribu- 
taries. On  favourable  days  some  good  roach  have  been 
caught  at  Hertford,  Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Ponders 
End.  In  the  Hertford  district  a  number  of  pounders 
have  been  secured,  while  last  week,  in  three  outings, 
Mr.  Bradshaw,at  Ware,  is  credited  with  having  caught 
between  401b.  and  501b.  of  roach.  This  week  several 
more  barbel  (up  to  3^1b.)  have  been  caught  at  Ponders 
End.  Perch  up  to  lib.  have  been  secured  at  Rye  House. 
A  chub  of  31b.  8oz.  has  been  caught  in  the  Ash.  Trout 
have  again  been  quiet.  The  weather  on  Thursday  was 
still  cold  and  windy  ;  the  weeds  are  beginning  to  rot. 
— liiAAic  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  clear,  and  getting  very  low,  and 
require  a  good  fall  of  rain  to  bring  them  into  good 
order  for  fishing.  There  have  been  some  storms,  which 
have  refreshed  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  moved  better 
after  them,  but  they  do  not  sport  freely.  The  cold 
foggy  nights  have  been  good  for  grayling,  and  a  fair 
number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  used  fly,  several 
very  nice  lots  being  taken.  Trout  come  very  slow  of 
late,  and  only  a  few  lauded.  The  Pinsley  is  running 
clear  and  low. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  remain  very  low  and  clear,  although  heavy 
storms  on  Monday  (Aug.  26)  have  refreshed  the  waters. 
Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  amongst  the 
smaller  grayling,  up  to  three-quarters  of  a  pound, 
with  an  occasional  one  larger.  Nearly  all  rods  out 
have  taken  fish,  some  baskets  up  to  fifteen  brace.  The 
killing  flies  have  been  Late  Brown,  Whirling,  Mid 
Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Red  Tag,  and  Green 
Insect.  Weather  since  Monday  (Aug.  20)  has  been 
broken,  some  heavy  rain  showers  with  gales  of 
wind— the  latter  is  strong  again  to-day  (Aug.  28) — 
and  if  the  clerk  of  the  weather  will  only  favour  us  a 
little  good  sport  may  be  looked  for  in  the  coming 
week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Unsettled  ■  and  squally 
weather  has  prevailed  this  week,  and  with  a  continu- 
ance our  anglers  will  be  looking  forward  to  some  pike 
fishing.  Veiy  little  has  been  done  lately,  but  rather  a 
curious  incident  occurred  while  two  anglers  were 
fishing  from  a  punt  near  the  boat-house,  they  both 
actually  hooked  the  same  fish,  which  turned  out  to  be 
a  roach  of  about  lib.  Excellent  sport  has  been  had  in 
the  Oundle  district,  and  many  visitors  have  participated 
in  it.  Large  contingents  of  Sheffielders  have  visited 
the  March  district,  but  circumstances  have  not  been 
very  rosy  for  them.  Mr.  A.  Allen,  of  Northampton, 
fishing  in  the  Billing  district,  near  Northampton,  had 
a  very  fine  catch  of  tench  ;  in  less  than  a  couple  of 
hours  he  caught  six  fish,  weighing  in  the  ageresate 
131b.  8oz.— E.  A.  S.  ^  o6  5 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Trout  fishing  for 
the  past  week  has  been  very  slack,  and  the  evening 
rise  has  been  decidedly  poor.  One  angler  creeled  five 
good  trout  last  Saturday  (Aug.  24),  and  a  brace  or  two 
have  been  picked  up  at  Tipton  and  Ottery,  but  this 
has  been  the  extent  of  sport.  The  season  on  Mr. 
Belle's  water  closes  on  Aug.  31,  after  which  the  hotel 
ticket  will  not  be  available. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  much-needed  rain 
has  come  at  last,  and  put  quite  a  different  aspect  on 
the  river  here.  It  is  quite  a  foot  higher  than  it  has 
been  lately,  and  a  better  colour.  It  has  set  the  roach 
feeding  well.  Also  a  good  lot  of  bream  have  been 
taken,  Mr.  McLean  getting  one  with  the  fly  while 
chubbing.  Some  very  good  rudd  have  been  caught 
here  during  the  week  also. — A.  Scaed. 

■  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).  —  Weather  boisterous  ; 

water  bright ;  fish  off  feed.  Still,  despite  these  facts, 
we  have  had  bream,  31b.  13ok.  ;  roach,  lib.  5oz. ; 
perch,  21b.  2oz. ;  rudd,  lib.  14oz.  weighed  in.  We 
have  fished  the  Cromwell  Cup  tie  off  rei  siia  the  County 
Town  team,  Huntingdon,  here  at  St.  Ives.  Result : 
St.  Ives  won  by  21b.  ICfoz.— E.  Collinson. 

  (St.  Neots). — 'ihe  heavy  rains  of  the  past  two 

days  have  given  the  water  a  nice  tinge,  and  I  hope 
next  week  to  record  some  good  catches  of  fish.  Water 
proper  level.  Some  good  bream  have  been  taken  to- 
day (Wednesday).  Two  gentlemen  got  nine  good  fish, 
the  largest  two  scaling  91b. — W.  N. 

Plymouth.— Sport  on  the  Tavy  and  Dart  has  been 
better  this  past  week.  Several  peel  have  been  taken 
on  the  latter  river  and  a  dozen  or  two  on  the  Tavy 
by  the  regular  fishermen  and  visitors  from  a  distance 
who  have  come  for  the  sport.  I  have  just  heard  that 
several  peel  were  taken  last  evening  (Aug.  27)  on  the 
Tavy.  "  Our  Tommy  "  had  another  peel  weighing  51b. 
— W.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyxnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — During  the  past  few  days  there  has  been  in 
this  neighbourhood  a  sudden  and  extraordinary  change 
of  temperature,  from  extreme  heat  to  what  may  be 
termed  almost  wintry  weather,  such  as  is  rarely  ex- 
perienced even  in  our  changeable  climate.  All  through 
last  week  the  heat  was  almost  |overpowering,  and 
appeared  to  increase  in  .intensity  each  successive  day, 
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but  ou  Aug,  26  a  most  unexpected  change  took  place,  as 
rain  fell  heavily  throughout  the  day,  accompanied  by 
a  cold  north-west  wind,  which  caused  overcoats  to  be 
m  great  demand.  At  present  the  weather  is  still 
unsettled,  with  frequent  showers,  but  it  is  much 
warmer  than  it  was  earlier  in  the  week,  and  as  the 
ram  has  improved  the  condition  of  all  these  rivers, 
anglers  are  again  busy,  and  continue  to  enjoy  fair 
sport,  which  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  is  principally 
amongst  coarse  fish,  such  as  roach,  perch,  and  chub. 
In  the  Tanat  more  trout  are  taken,  and  in  certain 
parts  of  it  dace  are  found,  as  well  as  a  few  chub,  with 
an  occasional  pike.  Some  fair  sport  is  also  had  with 
trout  in  the  Cain. — Vyhnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suflfolk).— Water  still  clear  and  no 
stream  running.  In  the  sBallow  water  the  river  is 
mostly  covered  with  floating  weeds,  and  fishing  is  very 
difficult.  Some  good  bream  have  been  taken  in  the 
deeps  since  my  last  report,  Mr.  A.  Webber  having  one 
of  51b.  12oz.  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Lindsay,  of  the  Streatham 
Angling  Society,  has  had,  among  other  good  fish  a 
nice  specimen  of  51b.  8Joz.  Some  heavy  rains  are 
wanted  badly.— W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  Chichester  Canal,  and  Har- 
bours.—A  few  slight  showers  have  been  experienced. 
The  falling  leaves  and  a  cooler  atmosphere  herald  the 
advent  of  autumn.  Fish  have  felt  the  change  and 
are  feeding  better.  In  the  tidal  water  of  the  Ouse  at 
Lewes  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken 
by  Mr.  Catt,  of  Lewes,  Messrs.  Worster,  MarshaU, 
Aird,  and  Hall,  the  last-named  gentleman  being 
accredited  with  a  fine  roach  of  lib.  ISfoz 
Good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the  Cuckmere 
with  bream.  Messrs.  ,Ellsey,  Worster,  Chilcott,  and 
others  have  secured  bags  up  to  201b.  above  the  look  at 
Alfriston.  A  few  carp  have  been  captured  from  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Adur ;  the  heaviest  fish  notified 
was  taken  by  a  local  angler,  and  weighed  4f  lb.  A  few 
roach  and  dace  were  caught  near  Steyning.  Bream 
are  feeding  better  at  Chichester  canal.  A  visitor 
fishing  at  daybreak  near  the  "  suicides'  style  "  landed 
a  nice  fish  of  21b.  lloz.,  and  several  up  to  lib.  A  few 
tench  have  been  secured  lower  down.  Plenty  of  small 
fry,  a  few  eels,  but  pike  seem  scarce.  Harbour  fisher- 
men are  taking  flat-fish,  bass,  and  an  occasional 
mullet.— G.  F.  Salteb. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Rain  and  winds  have  been  the 
talk  of  the  week.  Salmon  and  peal  will  be  on  the 
outlook  to  run  up  the  rivers.  Should  the  rivers  rise 
during  this  week,  salmon  fishing  will  be  all  the  go. 
Some  trout  have  been  taken,  but  the  rivers  have  not 
risen  yet  enough  to  make  trout  stir  from  the  holes 
under  the  bank,  where  they  reside  during  the  hot 
days. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  water  is 
in  fairly  good  condition  after  another  heavy  rainfall. 
Trout  fishing  good  with  the  minnow.  Salmon  expected 
to  be  plentiful.  Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  were 
taken  during  last  week. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  is  running  low 
and  clear,  but  m  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  changeable,  one  day  very  hot  and  the  next 
cold  with  ram.  Fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  the 
evening,  but  a  good  flush  of  water  is  wanting  to  im- 
prove the  prospects  of  sport.  The  trout  have  not  been 
moving  so  well,  but  the  cold,  foggy  nights  have  brought 
grayling  well  on  the  move,  and  a  good  few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
landed.  The  flies  to  use  are  :  Red  Tag,  Red  and  Orange 
Palmer,  Silver  Twist,  Red  Ant,  July  and  August  Dun, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Sky  Blue.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
successful  in  the  evening,  and  trout  lib.  weight  landed. 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy  with  wasp  grub, 
and  some  good  fish  have  been  landed.  Rain  is  wanted 
before  sport  will  be  good.  The,  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  low ;  sport  in  them  slow. 
On  Saturday  the  Hawkestone  otter-hounds  were  out  on 
Corve,  and  came  down  stream  and  killed  a  dog  otter 
261b.,  and  on  coming  down  to  Langley  started  three 
otters  and  killed  one,  a  bitch  171b.,  after  a  short  but 
pleasant  hunt.— S.  Ludlow. 

— -  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  getting 
very  low  and  clear,  and  the  weeds  are  getting  trouble- 
some to  anglers,  and  a  good  flush  of  water  is  wanted 
to  clear  them  oS.  The  weather  has  been  unsettled 
and  ram  has  been  had,  but  not  enough  to  move  the 
water.  Angling  has  been  rather  quiet,  and  will  be 
until  there  is  more  water.  Grayling  are  now  rising 
better  and  are  taking  Red  Tag,  Silver  Dun,  Hare's  Ear, 
Red  Ant,  and  Sky  Blue,  and  some  fair-sized  fish  have 
been  landed.  Trout  have  not  been  feeding  so  well. 
Wasp  grub   has    accounted  for  some  fair  fish.— 

WORCESIEH. 

Trent  (Newark).— Stormy  weather  and  much 
colder  since  Aug.  26.  Trent  in  good  condition  for 
barbel  fishing,  but  they  do  not  come  on  satisfactorily, 
irom  the  Holme  length  Mr.  D.  Slater  has  secured 
several  barbel  during  the  week  and  many  dace. 
Prom  the  Muskham  water  Mr.  Fenton  a  few  daily, 
best  51b.  lloz.,  on  Aug.  27,  with  greaves.  Some  chub 
have  been  bagged  lower  down  the  river,  heaviest  31b. 
9oz.,  by  Mr.  T.  Davis  on  Aug.  22.  A  lot  of  moderate 
roach  have  been  secured  with  gentles  and  malt,  and 
What  bream  have  been  taken  are  generally  small. 


Pike  fishing  opens  on  Sept.  2,  but  their  haunts  as  yet 
contain  too  much  weed  for  success. — Trent-sider. 
Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— 

River  in  good  order  for  autumn  trouting.  Trout  are 
in  splendid  condition,  and  rise  well  about  noon  and  in 
the  evening.  Several  rods  have  been  out  in  the 
district.  Best  flies  are  Black  and  Brown  Alder,  Pale 
August  Dun,  Red  and  Sherry  Spinner,  Red  Ant,  and 
White-winged  Coachman.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
The  drams  about  Boston  continue  to  be  well  patron- 
ised, but  it  seems  that  the  better  sport  is  got  some 
four  or  five  miles  out,  say  at  Bunker's  Hill  or  Mount 
Pleasant.  In  addition  to  roach  you  get  tench,  bream 
and  perch.  On  the  Hob  Hole  at  Old  Leake  you  get 
similar  sport.  The  Witham  seems  best  patronised 
from  Kirkstead  downwards.  The  lengths  about 
Bardney,  Southrey,  and  Stixwold  are  said  to  be  in  a 
miserable  condition,  and  not  worth  visiting.  About 
Anton  Gowts  Lock,  and  the  deeps  about  the  Sluice 
attract  a  good  many  sportsmen,  and  some  fine  tench 
and  perch  have  been  got  from  the  deep  turn  in  the 
river  at  the  former  place. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
during  the  past  week  has  been  so  changeable,  some 
days  very  hot  and  sultry,  then  turning  very  cold, 
especially  at  night  and  early  morning,  so  that  sport 
has  been  very  uncertain.  The  rivers  have  been  in 
order,  and  some  anglers  have  done  fairly  well,  three 
or  four  members  of  the  Darleydale  club's  water  on 
several  occasions  having  obtained  baskets  ranging 
from  three  to  six  brace  each.  The  prospect  is  good 
as  we  are  now  having  a  few  showers,  which  will  freshen 
the  rivers  and  improve  fishing  all  round.  Pale  Blue 
Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Throstle  Wing,  Ash  Dun,  Golden 
Dun,  Red  Ant,  and  Red  Quill  will  be  useful.— 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 

Thunder-storms  have  made  sport  very  uncertain. 
However,  I  managed  to  get  eight  nice  fish  in  the  Yore 
on  Monday  morning.  I  found  the  Waterhen  Bloa 
and  Bracken  Clock  to  be  the  best  killers,  but  J.  Blades, 
the  well-known  Wensleydale professional,  killed  twelve 
fish  with  Purple  and  Claret  Duns.  Rain  commenced 
to  fall  m  torrents  at  one  o'clock,  and  both  I  and 
Blades  had  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat;  in  a  few 
hours  there  was  a  very  thick  freshet  of  a  couple 
of  feet  in  the  river.  It  is  a  good  colour  to-day  (Wed- 
nesday), and  we  may  expect  improved  sport.  The 
Stockton  Anglers'  Club  had  their  annual  outing  at 
Ulshaw  Bridge,  but  the  ninety-four  who  fished  had 
very  poor  sport  amongst  the  roach,  etc.  The  Swale 
has  been  well  patronised  during  the  past  week,  but 
with  only  moderate  results  as  a  rule.  Mr.  W.  Slinger, 
of  the  Black  Ox  Club,  fishing  with  wasp  grub  for 
roach,  etc.,  in  Deeming  Beck,  hooked  and  landed  a 
jack  of  over  41b.  with  a  fine  drawn  gut  cast  and  a 
No.  8  Crystal  hook.  Sport  at  Braperton-on-Swale 
has  been  very  fair,  and  Messrs.  Foxcroft,  Gunner, 
Collier,  and  Pickersgill  have  had  nice  baskets  of 
roach,  dace,  chub,  perch,  and  a  few  small  pike. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe  at  Appletreewick  ;  sport  has  been  fair  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  water  after  the  freshet.  At 
Burnsall  a  few  fish  have  been  got  with  the  fly ;  the 
best  killing  patterns  have  been  Poult  Bloa,  August 
Brown,  Small  Ant,  and  Cinnamon  Fly.  Sport  in  the 
district  of  Bolton  Woods,  Ilkley,  and  Otley  has  been 
only  moderate,  a  few  anglers  having  been  observed 
on  the  banks,  but  no  baskets  worth  report- 
ing have  been  taken.  In  the  lower  reaches  at 
Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  and  Tadoaster, 
the  bottom  fishermen  have  met  with  very  fair  results 
several  mixed  baskets  of  fish,  ranging  from  41b.  to  81b  ' 
have  been  got ;  the  pike  are  beginning  to  move  a  little 
but  have  run  very  smaU.  The  most  successful  rodsters 
have  been  Messrs.  Grimshaw,  Sykes,  Pickersgill,  Broad- 
bent,  Stead,  and  Hinchcliffe.  I  may  state  that  graylin<^ 
are  only  just  commencing  to  rise  a  little,  and  those  that 
have  been  caught  have  run  very  small.  Good  sport 
with  this  fish  is  not  to  be  looked  for  until  the  autumn 
rams  have  cleansed  out  our  streams  and  the  frosty 
nights  kill  ofi  most  of  the  flies,  then  the  Red  and  Ibis 
Tags,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Snipe  and 
Purple  and  Blue  Hawk  will  kill  grayling  on  any  water 
m  the  kingdom.  The  latter  fly,  unless  dressed  from  a 
Merlm  Hawk,  is  useless.  The  Merlin  is  getting 
very  scarce,  but  last  week  I  was  lucky  to  pick  one 
up  at  Tedburgh  that  had  killed  himself  against  the 
telegraph  wires  ;  this  is  the  third  bird  I  have  picked 
up  in  a  like  manner  this  season.  The  Arniley  Angling 
Club  had  their  match  at  Tadcaster,  but  takes  were 
small ;  but  the  Tadcaster  Association  did  better, 
thirty-eight  out  of  the  fifty  competitors  catching  fish  ' 
1,  Messrs.  W.  Waites,  41b.  ISioz. ;  2,  J.  Tennyson 


GRAyi.iNQ  flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years  practical  experience  as  a  grayling  tisher,  and,  living 
close  to  the  best  grayling  waters  iu  Yorkshire,  fishes  daily 
throughout  the  season,  and  has  probably  killed  more  Kravlin.' 
than  any  man  living.  Consult  a  practical  man,  aiicf  eiisurl 
oZ'I'^m''?,''^  tackle.-J.  E.  UlLLER  (Telephone 

2(>01),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds 


?  K-  '  ^  ^•..^^ales,  21b.  8|oz. ;  4,  J.  Hodgson, 

l  b.  1.3ioz. ;  5,  J.  Boynton,  lib.  13oz. :  0,  M.  Waites 
l  b.  lOoz.;  7,  T.  Pearson,  lib.  Coz. ;  8,  C.  Varley 
l  b.  6Joz.;  9,  T.  Halo,  lib.  3oz. ;  10,  W.  Holloway 

lia    *°^m'u"lT^,-/f"°°'  •       W.  Atkinson, 

Id^oz.  The  Nidd  has  been  very  low,  but  at  Pately 
Bridge,  Dacre  Banks,  and  Birstwith  fair  sport  has  been 
had  amongst  grayling,  dace,  and  trout.  A  number  of 
angling  matches  have  taken  place  on  the  Derwent- 
the  Yui  kslnn^  Jlrmld  club  fished  theirs  on  Saturday 
(Aug.  24)  at  Wheldrakc  under  unfavourable  condition.s 
but  sport  was  fair.  W.  A.  Knowles  was  1st  F  Seal' 
2nd,  and  A.  Wyrill,  3rd.— John-  K.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—On  17tli  Captain  Coulson  and  Mr.  Dixon,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  fifty-two  trout,  131b.;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Harry  Anderson,  thirty,  111b.  On  19th,  Mr  Ford  on 
Lock  Boarlan,  thirty,  lOJlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar  on 
Loch  Urigill,  thirty-two,  lO^lb. ;  Messr.  Falconer  and 
Watson,  thirty-five,  lljlb. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Cama,  nineteen,  iJlb.  On  21st 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dyke,  London,  on  Loch  Urigill' 
forty-six,  1.31b.;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar  and  Mr.  Ford^on' 
same  loch,  fifty-four,  161b.;  Mr.  R.  Campbell  and 
Miss  Campbell,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-two,  111b. ;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  twenty- 
six,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Dixon,  twentv,  S.^lb.  On  22nd, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Urigill,  fifty,  ll^lh. ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  on  P^oarlan,  twenty-seven  'Jilb  • 
Mr.  Dixon,  thirty-three,  121b.;  Mr.  Dyke,  on  Loch 
Cama,  thirty,  lO^lb. ;  Messrs.  Falconer  and  Campbell 
thirty-four,  12Jlb. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Bonar  and  Mr.  Ford,  on 
Veyatie,  twenty,  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Spencer  Walton 
thirty-two,  lOlb.  On  the  23rd,  on  same  lochs,  Mrs! 
Gillam,  fifteen,  61b.  ;  Messrs.  Falconer  and  Campbell 
nine,  41b.,  and  a  fcrox  of  31b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Anderson,  thirty,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  twelve,  41b. ; 
Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  twenty-four,  81b. ;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dyke,  thirty,  SJlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Walton  and 
Gillam,  thirty-six,  101b.  On  the  24th  the  heaviest 
basket  was  by  Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  with  fifty 
trout,  16|lb.  On  Monday,  Aug.  26,  on  Lochs  Urigill 
and  Cama,  the  takes  were  from  eighteen  to  thirtv 
trout.— B.  •' 
Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 
— Pishing  from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had  : — Mr.  Maitland — Au".  19 
(1  sea  trout,  21b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linscott— 19th  (12 
41b.)  ;  22nd  (15,  61b.)  ;  23rd  (3,  21b.  ;  and  3  sea  trout' 
Iflb.,  l^lb.,  and  Jib.  respectively).  Mr.  Steel— 19th 
(10,  41b.)  ;  20th  (1  fcrox,  21b.). ;  2lst  (18,  101b.)  ;  22nd 
(101b.) ;  23rd  (6,  51b. ;  and  1  sea  trout,  2Jlb.)  ;  24th 
(5,  61b. ;  and  1  fcrox,  61b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul— 23rd 
(2Jlb.,  and  1  sea-trout,  21b.)  ;  24th  (13,  61b.).— David 

MtTNBO. 

Ben  Klibrick  Lodge  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Ou 

Aug.  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bovill  fished  one  of  the  neigh- 
bouring lochs,  and  got  five  Loch  Leven  trout,  wei-^hmff 
5Jlb.— B.  °  ^ 

Bettyhill  Hotel  Waters  (via  Thurso,  N.B.)— On 
Aug.  18,  Mr.  Wade,  Twickenham,  fished  Loch  Meaddie 
and  got  fourteen  brown  trout,  71b.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr. 
D.  Maokay,  York,  on  Loch  Naver,  three  sea-trout,'  31b. 
On  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Wade,  on  Rhifail  Loch,  had  thirty- 
one  brown  trout,  151b. ;  and  Dr.  Mackav,  Doncaster, 
on  same  loch,  seventeen,  101b.  On  Aug."  21,  the  last- 
named  tried  Loch  Naver  and  got  six  sea-trout,  101b. 
On  Aug.  24,  Mr.  Wade,  on  Loch  More,  ten  brown 
trout,  51b.  The  average  weig&t  of  brown  trout  has 
thus  been  about  Jib.,  and  of  sea-trout,  Ijlb. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  waters  are  again 
running  low,  and  most  of  the  fishing  in  both  rivers  is 
done  at  night,  which  means  up  to  Aug.  31,  10  p.m. 
Pishing  in  Langholm  water  Mr.  J.  Murray,  Galashiels, 
had  six  sea-trout  in  one  afternoon,  the  weights  being 
from  lib.  to  21b. ;  Mr.  J.  Harkness  had  two  sea-trout, 
l|lb.  and  IJlb.,  at  a  fishing ;  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  Lang- 
holm, had  each  a  sea-trout  and  some  herling.  On 
Monday  Mr.  Jas.  Morrison  caught  a  sea-trout  under 
the  arch  at  Skippers  Bridge ;  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  had  a 
small  salmon  in  Todholes  weighing  about  51b.  ;  and 
Mr.  R.  Barnfather  had  a  sea-trout  of  41b.  in  the 
same  water,  also  some  herling.  Mr.  Frank  Storey 
caught  two  sea  trout  and  some  herling ;  Master  Arnold 
Anderson  creeled  four  herling ;  Master  D.  Anderson 
had  two  herling  and  four  yellow  trout ;  Master  T.  Bell 
had  one  sea  trout,  2Jlb.  ;'  Mr.  W.  A.  Jackson  had  one 
sex  trout,  2Jlb.,  two  herling,  and  a  yellow  trout,  i'lb., 
in  the  same  water.  Messrs.  J.  E.  Martin,  J.  Roe,  and 
W.  Ballantyno  have  had  good  catches  of  sea  trout  and 
herling  in  the  upper  reaches.  Good  takes  have  been 
made  in  the  reserved  water  by  Lord  Dalkeith,  Lady 
Katherine  Brand,  and  others  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
party  staying  at  Langholm  Lodge.  Mr.  W.  F.  Scott, 
Ashley  Bank,  Langholm,  creeled  four  sea  trout  and 
six  herling  at  a  fishing,  and  subsequently  five  sea 
trout  and  six  herling.  Mr.  McMillan,  fishing  in 
Langholm  water,  caught  twelve  sea  trout  and  twelve 
herling  at  three  fishings.  An  angler  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Esk  caught  sixteen  sea  trout  and  other 
fish  in  a  week's  fishing.    Messrs.  Barrow  and  Brown, 
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Edinburgh,  and  Messrs.  S.  and  J.  Elliot,  London, 
have  had  good  catches  of  sea  trout  and  herling  ;  Mr. 
Hugh  caught  two  sea  trout  and  four  herling ;  Mr.  J. 
Davidson,  Carlisle,  had  one  sea  trout  of  31b. ;  Mr. 
Andrew  Wilson  caught  two  sea  trout  between  Enzie- 
holm  and  King  pool,  the  most  famous  pitch  in  the 
upper  Esk.  At  the  different  salmon  fisheries  of  the 
Solway  Firth  the  catches,  since  last  report,  have  been 
decidedly  under  the  average  of  the  season.  The 
•weather  has  been  fine,  and  little  wind  prevailing.  The 
stake  nets  had  few  autumn  salmon,  and  only  two  or 
three  were  caught  in  the  poke  nets.  The  haafing  at 
Bowness-on-Solway,  as  also  at  the  grounds  east  and 
west  of  the  viaduct,  gave  poor  results.  A  big  welcome 
would  be  given  to  a  south-west  wind  by  the  lessees 
and  fishermen,  as  it  is  believed  a  good  run  of  fish 
would  follow.  The  netting  in  the  Solway  closes  for 
the  year  in  three  weeks.  Fishing  in  the  Esk,  Dr. 
Anderson,  Esk  Bank,  Canonbie,  had  a  sea-trout  and 
three  herling  in  the  mid-reaches,  and  the  Laird  of 
Clay  Yett  has  been  very  successful  with  sea  trout  and 
herling  in  the  Hush  and  Tommy's  pool,  but  when  he 
hooked  a  salmon  amid  the  rocks  of  Byreburn  the 
Laird's  patience  soon  became  exhausted,  and  the 
tackle  broke,  when  the  fish  got  away.  Messrs.  Frank 
Little  (Byreburn-foot),  John  Graham  (Hollows),  John 
Wylie  (the  gillie),  J.  Ballantyne-Woodhouse,  A.  Por- 
teous,  J.  Jardiue,  and  W.  Murray  have  all  had  fair 
baskets  at  nights  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  and 
Mr.  Eose  King  creeled  ten  herling.  La  the  Liddle 
Mr.  P.  H.  NichoUs,  Lanarkshire,  had  several  herling 
and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Jas.  Little,  Newcastleton, 
caught  one  sea-trout  and  three  herling  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Liddle.  Messrs.  A.  C.  Smith  and  Thomas 
Parker,  Innerleithen,  had  each  a  sea-trout  and  some 
herling  in  the  same  water.  Several  good  takes  of  sea- 
trout  and  herling  have  been  made  in  the  Hermitage  at 
Cottage  Pool ;  salmon  may  now  be  got  in  this  river  up 
to  the  close  of  the  season.  Several  anglers  have  had 
fair  takes  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout  in  the 
Gullet  and  Sandholm  pools  of  the  Liddle,  within  easy 
distance  of  Newcastleton.  In  the  Langholm  water  of 
the  Esk  Mr.  R.  Nesbit,  of  Langholm,  has  had  some 
good  takes  of  herling  and  other  fish. — Gilnockie. 

Deveron  (Banflfshire).— In  the  beginning  of  the 
week  quite  a  change  in  the  weather  took  place.  The 
■wind,  which  was  from  a  northerly  direction,  was  very 
high,  bringing  in  a  heavy  sea.  The  leaders  of  the  bag 
nets  that  were  taken  in  over  Sunday  could  not  be 
put  in  on  Monday,  and  by  Tuesday  the  bag  nets  that 
remained  were  cast  adrift.  On  the  26th,  the  closing 
day  of  the  net  fishing,  only  a  few  fish  were  got  from 
the  river ;  and  now  that  the  nets  are  removed  from 
the  coast  and  river,  and,  to  all  appearance,  a  fair 
number  of  fish  in  the  pools,  when  the  water  gets  into 
better  condition,  anglers  should  enjoy  a  good  fishing 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  The  results  of  the 
netting  for  the  season  have  been  scarcely  up  to  the 
average.  Although  rough  weather  was  experienced, 
and  the  river  frequently  in  flood  until  the  end  of 
March,  a  fair  return  of  fish  was  got,  which  increased 
until  the  middle  of  June,  when  dry  weather  com- 
menced and  extended  until  the  close  of  the  season. 
Grilse  made  their  appearance  on  June  5,  but  were  very 
scarce,  as  were  also  sea  trout.  The  yield  of  fish  from 
the  river  for  the  season,  however,  was  a  little  better 
than  that  of  the  last  year.  On  the  coast  there  was  a 
falling  off  at  all  the  stations.  Grilse  proved  a  poor 
crop,  and  very  scarce  towards  the  close  of  the  season. 
During  the  month  of  August  a  large  number  of  salmon 
were  caught,  many  of  which  were  of  heavy  weight, 
the  average  being  about  201b.,  and  the  heaviest  scaling 
close  on  401b.,  which  made  up  a  little  for  the  deficiency 
in  the  grilse  fishing.  The  average  for  salmon  during 
the  season  was  141b.  to  161b.,  and  for  grilse  41b.  to  51b. 
Notwithstanding  the  fine  and  dry  weather  there  has 
been  no  sign  of  disease  during  the  whole  of  the  season, 
and  damage  to  netting  on  the  coast  was  not  heavy. 
Prices  were  good. — H.W. 

luclinadauipli  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Fishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had:— Mr.  Chance — Aug  17  (1,  4|lb.) ;  21st 
(8,  61b.).  Messrs.  Chance  and  Pickering — 17th  (19, 
14Wb.).  Messrs.  Chance— 19th  (10,  4Jlb.).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Young— 19th  (8,  31b.) ;  21st  (12,  81b.).  Dr.  Law 
and  Mr.  Chance— 19th  (7,  41b.).  Mr.  Pickering— 20th 
(1,  4i\h.) ;  21st  (1  grilse,  51b.).  Mr.  Arrowsmith— 20th 
(3,  4ilb.).  Mr.  C.  Chance— 20th  (8,  31b.);  24th  (30, 
81b.).  Mr.  Sloan— 20th  (8,'  41b.).  Mr.  Brown— 20th 
(9,  41b.).  Mr.  Webster— 21st  (1  grilse,  61b.,  1  salmon, 
71b.).  Dr.  Law— 21st  (1  grilse,  61b.) ;  24th  (1  grilse, 
61b.).— W.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — A 
number  of  anglers  are  daily  out  from  Invershin  Hotel. 
Fair  sport  obtained.  Mr.  Hervey  got  sea-trout  up  to 
2Jlb.  in  weight.— B. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Although 
the  weather  has  been  most  unfavourable,  the  following 
sport  has  been  got  since  last  reported  :  On  Aug.  20, 
Mr.  P.  Villiers,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  three  trout,  IJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Knox,  on  Shinness  Bay,  five,  21b.  On  Aug. 
21,  Mr.  Knox,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  five,  2Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Hopwood,  on  Loch  Cracail,  seven,  4Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  R. 
Villiers,  on  Loch  Craggie,  seven,  4|lb.    On  Aug.  22, 


Mr.  Knox,  on  Cracail,  five,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Hopwood, 
on  Pourloch,  nine,  5Jlb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Montague 
Villiers,  on  Loch  Shin,  six  trout,  31b.,  and  a  fcrox  of 
2Jlb.  On  23rd,  Mr.  Villiers  on  Beannoch  had  six 
trout,  31b.  On  24th,  Mr.  Newman,  on  Loch  Shin,  ten, 
3§lb. ;  Mr.  Hopwood,  on  Cracail,  four,  2|lb. ;  and  Mr. 
Montague  Villiers  a  fine  fcrox  of  5Jlb.  On  Monday 
this  week  Mr.  Fred.  J.  Hopwood  had  four  trout,  2Jlb., 
on  Loch  Beannoch.    Weather  very  stormy. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — Cold  stormy  weather  has 
prevailed  here  during  the  past  week,  and  poor  fishing 
is  being  got  in  the  last  week  of  the  season,  which  closes 
to-day  (Aug.  31).  The  following  were  the  first  prize- 
winners at  the  various  club  competitions,  with  the 
heaviest  trout : — Mr.  J.  S.  Dixon,  Western  Club,  three 
trout,  41b.  2oz.,  heaviest,  31b. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  McLaren, 
Breadalbane  Club,  four,  41b.  14oz.,  heaviest,  lib.  13oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Wilson,  jun..  West  of  Scotland  Club,  four, 
41b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  lib.  8Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  Bowie, 
West  of  Scotland  Club,  five,  41b.  2oz.,  heaviest, 
lib.  6oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Gilmour,  Rowbank  Club,  eight, 
61b.  12oz.,  heaviest,  21b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Gourlay,  Dundee 
Club,  four,  41b.  5oz.,  heaviest,  lib.  9Joz. ;  Mr.  Miller, 
Falkirk  Club,  five,  41b.  4oz.,  heaviest,  lib.  lloz.  ;  Mr. 
A.  Brown,  Waverley  Club,  six,  51b.  13Joz.,  heaviest, 
lib.  7oz.  The  most  successful  of  private  parties 
were  : — Messrs.  Binnie  and  Gardiner,  Glasgow,  ten, 
121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Smith,  Cowdenbeath,  eleven,  111b. ; 
Mr.  Miller,  Falkirk,  eight,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Summers 
and  Mr.  Davidson,  Dalmuir,  ten,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Dodds,  Berwiok-on-Tweed,  twelve,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Hardie,  Edinburgh,  fourteen,  101b. ;  Mr.  T.  Lawson 
and  Son,  Glasgow,  fourteen,  121b. ;  Mr.  Dickson  and 
friend,  ten,  121b. ;  Mr.  Martin,  Edinburgh,  ten,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Dickson,  Newport,  nine,  111b. ;  Messrs.  Ednie 
and  Howie,  Edinburgh,  fifteen,  151b. ;  Mr.  Murray, 
sixteen,  141b. ;  Dr.  Johnston,  Corstorphine,  ten, 
101b.  8oz.  ;  Messrs.  Middlemass  and  Mackay,  Edin- 
burgh, seventeen,  151b. ;  Mr.  J.  S.  Stewart  and  friend, 
Glasgow,  twelve,  101b.  8oz.  An  angler  who  was 
trolling  with  the  artificial  minnow  captured  a  perch 
of  lib.  Protruding  from  its  mouth  was  a  pike  which 
had  evidently  been  swallowed  by  the  perch  only  a 
short  time  before  as  it  was  in  perfect  condition,  with- 
out bearing  even  a  mark.  The  pike  when  measured 
was  five-and-a-quarter  inches. — Robebt  Laing. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Although  the  nets  were 
ofi  on  the  Dee  and  Don  on  Monday,  very  little  has 
been  done  in  the  way  of  sport.  However,  the  prospects 
are  daily  on  the  increase.  With  a  little  bit  of  water, 
good  sport  would  be  got  right  away,  as  there  is  plenty 
of  fish  on  the  coast,  and  the  hauls  made  by  the  nets 
were  better  during  the  last  few  days  they  were 
worked  than  for  any  time  during  the  past  two  months. 
On  the  Ythan  good  finnock  fishing  is  being  got  from 
bank  and  boat,  but  the  best  sport,  such  as  it  is,  has 
been  on  the  Ngie.  Here,  during  the  past  eight  days, 
Mr.  Strachan  Buchanhasen  had  six  sea-trout,  one 
of  them  6-Jlb.,  one  41b.,  and  one  3}lb.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Anderson,  India,  seven  finnocks ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
Inverurie,  two  sea-trout ;  Mr.  T.  Brayne,  Norfolk,  two 
finnock ;  Mr.  Ingram,  Bronte  Cottage,  four  finnocks  ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Forbes,  Peterhead,  two  sea-trout.  Anglers 
looking  to  these  parts  for  September  and  October, 
should  apply  at  once  to  Mackay,  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen,  as  the  tickets  are  now  limited.  The  Find- 
horn  is  yielding  a  few  finnocks,  but  the  best  sport  just 
now  is  among  the  Shetland  lochs.  The  route  is  per 
steamer  from  Aberdeen  to  Lerwick,  and  hence  to 
Hillswick,  where  a  fine  new  hotel  has  just  been  opened 
for  anglers.  The  average  basket  made  during  last 
week  there  by  Messrs.  Cantley  and  Aitken,  Aberdeen, 
was  121b.,  and  this'  without  in  the  least  pushing 
matters.  The  fishing  there  is  good  during  all 
September  and  half  of  October. — G.M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
On  Aug.  20,  Dr.  Hallowes,  Maidstone,  on  Midshire 
beat,  had  seven  trout  averaging  Jib.  each.  On  the 
21st,  Colonel  Sandford,  on  Gormloch,  twenty-four 
trout,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Hermon  Cornwall,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  eight  trout,  91b.  On  the  22nd,  Dr.  Hallowes 
and  party,  on  Loch  Merkland,  a  91b.  salmon,  landed 
after  two  hours  handling  with  small  trout  rod  and 
tackle ;  salmon  and  grilse  running  up  fast  and  good 
sport  expected. — B. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
During  the  past  week  the  neighbouring  lochs  yielded 
excellent  sport  to  a  number  of  anglers,  including  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Rogers ;  Messrs.  Buxton  (party  of 
five)  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Headly ;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Golland ; 
Mr.  Robertson  and  party  (three) ;  Dr.  Finlayson,  and 
others.  As  full  details  need  not  be  given  it  may  be 
stated  that  baskets  ranged  up  to  161b.,  generally 
averaging  about  lib.  each.  One  basket  of  seven  trout 
weighed  101b.  Sea-trout  and  sea-fishing  are  success- 
fully carried  on  with  success. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  on  the  Border  rivers 
has  been  at  a  discount  this  week.  For  the  past  ten 
days  a  north-east  wind  has  been  blowing,  and  though 
herling  appear  to  be  tolerably  plentiful  in  most  of  the 
rivers  they  have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly  during  the 
day.  Night  fishers  have  not  fared  any  better  owing 
to  the  too  full  moonlight.  Odd  autumn  salmon  are 
beginning  to  appear  in  the  lower  waters,  and  in  one 


or  two  of  the  Galloway  streams  the  reports  state 
that  there  is  a  fair  show  of  good  fish  in  the  lower 
pools.  The  rivers  are,  however,  far  too  low  to  permit  of 
salmon  fly,  indeed  it  takes  light  trackle  to  fish  for  the 
trout  and  herling  this  week.  There  has  been  a  fair  show 
of  autumn  salmon  in  the  Firth  nets  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  a  few  grilse  have  been  running.  The 
nets  have  scarcely  a  fortnight  longer  to  run  before  the 
season  expires.  The  following  is  a  note  of  what  has 
been  done  by  the  rods  in  the  different  rivers  this  week. 
The  Annan. — Angling  has  been  very  poor  indeed  on 
this  river.  Northerly  winds  have  prevailed  daily 
and  herling  have  not  been  rising.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hicks,  a  visitor,  had  a  brace  or  two  of  herling  with 
the  Midge  Fly.  A  small  salmon  'Was  taken  in  the 
Mount  Annan  water  by  the  Luce  keeper.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Benson  had  one  or  two  herling  in  Northfield,  and  Mr. 
J.  McEwan  took  a  sea  trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr. 
James  Bonner,  fishing  with  the  night  fly  in  Galabank 
pool,  had  one  sea  trout  of  2Jlb.  and  a  brace  of 
herling.  Mr.  W.  Wright,  fishing  the  Everholm 
water,  took  four  herling  with  Turkey  Fly,  and  lost 
a  good  sea  trout  in  the  landing.  Dean  Farish 
had  three  herling,  and  four  at  another  outing  with 
Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  William  Thomson  had  one  or  two. 
In  the  middle  reaches  the  sport  has  considerably  fallen 
off  since  last  report,  and  little  has  been  done  in  the 
upper  waters.  There  is  a  good  show  of  herling  to  be 
seen  rising  about  dusk.  Until  there  is  a  change  of 
wind  to  the  south  sport  is  not  likely  to  be  of  any 
value,  and  night  fishers  sre  not  likely  to  fish  again 
this  week  with  the  full  moon  on.  The  Nith. — 
Sport  has  been  very  poor  on  this  river  for  about 
a  fortnight  past.  The  river  has  become  very 
clear  and  low  since  Monday,  and  the  north- 
east wind  has  added  another  difficulty.  In  the 
Sanquhar  district  no  angling  has  been  tried  this  week, 
and  the  baskets  have  been  very  small  in  the  Mid 
Nithsdale  section.  In  the  Galloway  rivers  the  reports 
are  somewhat  similar  to  those  of  the  Nith.  In  the 
Deuch  portion  of  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee  there  is  a 
good  show  of  salmon.  The  pools  are,  however,  very 
low  and  clear  for  the  salmon  fly.  The  Gatehouse 
Fleet  has  not  been  giving  sport  this  week,  and 
on  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  fishing  has  been  entirely 
suspended  on  account  of  the  low  waters  and  east 
winds.  A  fair  show  of  salmon  has  been  noticed 
in  the  other  Galloway  streams.  Ayeshibe. — The 
rivers  are  too  low  for  sport,  and  the  weather  conditions 
at  present  are  against  trout  rising.  On  Loch  Doon 
a  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  little  is  being  done  with 
the  fly.  There  is  a  prospect  of  a  better  back-end 
salmon  fishing  this  year.  With  fish  beginning  to  run 
now  the  prospects  are  brighter  than  at  the  correspond- 
ing week  last  year.  Until  the  nets  come  off,  however, 
there  is  not  much  chance  for  rod  fishers,  except  in  full 
black  waters  after  a  flood.  The  barometer  is  high  this 
week,  and  there  is  little  sign  of  rain  in  this  part  of 
country  at  the  time  of  writing. — Hbatheb  Bell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  net  fishing  closed  for 
the  season  on  Monday.  The  season  proved  very  suc- 
cessful, the  Fochabers  reaches  of  the  river  yielding 
much  better  results  than  last  year.  The  spring  fish- 
ing was  the  best  for  several  years,  the  number  of 
salmon  keeping  up  fairly  well,  until  with  the  long 
period  of  dry  weather  the  river  got  very  low.  Grilse 
and  sea  trout  were,  however,  scarcer  than  last  year. 
On  some  of  the  closing  days  the  catches  of 
salmon  were  large,  and  grilse  were  more  in  evi- 
dence. At  the  Tuquet  the  fishing  was  fully  up  to 
last  year,  and  at  Port  Gordon  it  was  very  satisfactory 
also.  The  Tarigmore,  a  pool  on  the  Merack  fishing 
water  at  Grantown,  was  netted  a  fortnight  ago,  when 
over  forty  salmon  in  fine  condition  were  secured. 
The  same  pool  was  netted  again  last  week,  and  twenty- 
two  more  got.  The  rod  fishing  appears  to  be  pursued 
in  a  languid  fashion,  and  without  much  success,  the 
moors  proving  more  attractive. — J.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — An  exceptionally  cold  wind  with 
showers  has  been  experienced  all  over  the  north  of 
Ireland  for  the  past  few  days,  the  temperature  having 
fallen  from  64  to  53  degrees  in  the  shade.  All  the 
tributaries  of  the  Bann  and  Foyle  are  in  a  flood  that 
will  clear  out  the  last  of  the  flax  water  for  the  present 
season  from  many  of  these  streams.  No  salmon  are 
running,but  are  remaining  in  the  deep  pools  of  the  main 
rivers  where  the  poisonous  water  can  afiect  them  the 
least.  Another  flood  is  coming  as  it  is  raining  while  I 
write,  and  as  soon  as  it  clears  out  good  sport  is  certain 
to  be  had  for  what  is  yet  to  come  of  the  season.  Little 
has  been  done  on  any  of  the  sections  for  the  past  week, 
only  one  salmon  having  been  taken  of  161b.  by  Mr. 
Giles,  on  the  Caronroe  reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— A  smart  gale  blew  almost 
continuously  from  Monday  to  Wednesday  accompanied 
by  rain.  On  Monday  the  Clady  was  in  ideal  order — 
porter  colour— but  although  many  fly-fishers  were  out, 
comparatively  few  fish  were  killed  till  the  wind 
moderated  in  the  evening,  when  your  correspondent 
creeled  nine  fish,  heaviest  fib.,  the  largest  fish  taken 
on  the  fly  on  this  burn  this  season.  Killing  flies: 
Wickham,  Gold-ringed  Hare's  Ear,  and  Oak  Fly.  The 
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Lagan  and  other  streams  are  still  suffering  from  flax 
water.  The  Crumlin  is  badly  affected  by  it.  White 
trout  are  showing  up  well  in  the  White  River  and 
the  Moneycaragh,  and  as  soon  as  the  Glens  rivers 
are  relieved  of  pollution  white  trout  will  run  up. 
The  Bush  has  been  unfishable  for  some  time  owing 
to  pollution.  This  week  several  anglers  were  out 
on  the  Woodburn  Dams  with  indifferent  success. 
The  season  now  fast  drawing  to  a  close  has  been 
anything  but  a  successful  one  in  this  district. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway).— Notwithstanding  the  recent 
rains  the  Corrib  is  in  fairly  good  order.  Odd  clean 
fish  continue  to  come  up  from  the  tideway ;  white 
trout  will  continue  to  run  for  some  time  yet.  Amongst 
the  successful  anglers  out  were  Messrs.  Powell, 
Geardon,  Upcher,  Monement,  Dr.  Allen,  and  Captain 
Forless.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Very  bright, 
hot  weather  continued  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week,  but  a  heavy  rainfall  took  place  on  Aug.  25, 
which  again  put  a  good  fresh  in  the  river,  and  salmon 
rose  well  during  the  past  week.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Verner 
caught  two  salmon  of  121b.  and  41b.  Doctor  Godwin 
landed  four  salmon  on  Aug.  26,  weighing  from  71b.  to 
141b.  Mr.  C.  W.  Millar  landed  one  salmon  of  91b, 
and  had  several  salmon  in  play,  but  unfortunately 
failed  to  land  them.  At  time  of  writing,  the  Erne  is 
in  perfect  salmon  fishing  order ;  the  river  has  a 
nice  medium  height  of  water  in  it  and  a  good  show  of 
salmon  in  the  pools. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  continues  poor  on  the  prin- 
cipal Kerry  rivers  in  all  departments,  and  on  the  minor 
waters  angling  has  been  practically  at  a  standstill 
owing  to  very  low  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Sport  has  been  principally  confined  to 
brown  trout,  little  or  nothing  being  done  in  the 
salmon  department. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melviu. — Trouting  improved  during  the 
past  week,  and  the  following  anglers  took  a  good  many 
baskets  of  gillarooes  and  brown  trout  containing  from 
eleven  to  twenty-two  trout : — Mr.  J.  Murphy,  Mr.  C. 
Andrews,  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Hugh  Bennett,  and  others. 
Captain  Thompson  and  Major  Treacey  took  a  few  trout 
(Salmo  ferox)  trolling,  weighing  from  2ilb.  to  41b.  ; 
the  41b.  fish  was  caught  by  Captain  Thompson.  Mr. 
P.  CuUen  caught  a  gillaroo  trout  of  2|lb.  and  nine 
brown  trout,  all  weighing  9Jlb.,  on  Aug.  27.  At  time 
of  writing  the  weather  is  favourable  for  angling,  and 
prospects  of  sport  good. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina). — Water  is  in  good  order,  and 
some  fish  showing  in  the  pools  but  rising  badly.  Last 
week  Mr.  Godwin  Booth  had  one  fish  during  the  week, 
and  touched  a  few  more.  We  had  some  nice  sport 
down  the  estuary  with  guns  and  rods.  There  was  one 
other  fish  got  during  the  week,  hooked  foul.  If  we 
have  a  change  in  the  weather  sport  will  improve. — 
John  Devehs. 

moy,  Iiouglis  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Rivers  now  in  good  order,  but  salmon  and 
grilse  taking  badly  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather. 
Mr.  Thompson  had  one  grilse,  61b. ;  Mr.  C.  Perice, 
two  grilse,  111b. ;  Mr.  E.  Fallen,  one  grilse,  71b. 
Captain  Bloss  Lynch,  Mr.  E.  Perry,  Mr.  C.  Perry,  and 
Mr.  A.  Ormby  are  having  fair  sport  among  the  sea- 
trout  on  the  river,  best  take  to  one  rod,  twenty-six, 
171b.  Captain  G.  Smith  Bosanquet  and  Mr.  G.  A. 
Permbreton  had  1201b.  of  pike,  largest  131b.,  on  the 
loughs ;  some  were  taken  spinning,  largest,  3|lb. — Pat 
Heaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  — The  bright, 
scorching  weather  of  last  week  was  varied  this  week 
by  strong  westerly  winds.  Fishing  generally  over  the 
lakes  of  the  Rosses  was  very  good  since  last  notes,  but 
no  very  large  takes  of  white  trout  were  made. 
Amongst  the  more  successful  anglers  were  General 
Warren,  C.B.,  Rev.  Mr.  Peach,  Dr.  Gore,  Mr.  Hey- 
ward,  Mr.  Moseley,  Mr.  Henty,  Mr.  Lumley,  Mr. 
Averill,  and  Mr.  Lawrence.  At  time  of  writing  the 
lakes  are  in  fine  order. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— Salmon 
anglers  can  sing  with  'Tom  Moore  "  My  Boat  is  on  the 
Shore,"  as  not  a  single  cot  has  left  the  beach  all  this  I 


week,  the  water  being  still  too  low.  Good  sport 
expected  during  September  and  October,  weather  and 
water  permitting.  English  fishermen  who  may  care 
to  write  to  me  for  information  about  the  fishing  may 
always  count  on  obtaining  reliable  accounts.  My 
water  is  daily  getting  into  better  form.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— There  is  still  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  flax  water  in  the  Tyrone  rivers  to  prevent  angling. 
Another  fresh,  however,  will  take  it  all  away.  The 
Ballinderry  closes  on  Sept.  30.— J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
weather  is  now  favourable  and  sport  is  improving  at 
sea  and  brown  trout,  but  is  still  very  backward  for 
this  time  of  the  year. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— The  weather  has  got  rather  wild, 
and  owing  to  a  rough  sea  very  little  angling  has 
been  done.  In  the  favourable  intervals  good  sport  has 
been  had  at  pollack,  whiting,  and  gurnard.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Good  sport  is  now  being  bad  at  and 
around  this  station  at  pollack,  gurnard,  whiting, 
and  bream.  On  one  day  five  anglers  had  148  fish 
(principally  gurnard)  in  about  four  hours.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — During  the  past  week  fine  sport  has 
been  had  at  all  fish  usually  had  here  at  this  time  of 
the  year.    Outlook  for  next  few  days  good. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— Only  very  few  boat  anglers  have  been 
off  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  sea  being  too 
choppy  ;  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  27,  the  sea  was  so  rough  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  7nal  dc  mer  on  board  the 
coasting  pleasure  steamers.  Wednesday,  Aug.  28 
calmer  and  wind  still  in  the  west. — H. 

Darrsmane  and  Dingle  (co.  Kerry);  —  Good 
sport  is  now  being  had  around  here  at  gurnard,  scad, 
whiting,  and  bream.  In  the  Coomacloncane  direction 
good  takes  of  pollack  have  been  had  since  Aug.  26. 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Pier  fishing  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  poor  indeed,  though  wind  and  water 
have  been  to  all  appearances  conducive  to  sport.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Rev.  R.  Cully  took  seven  codlings,  one 
scaling  just  41b.  ;  and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Moggridge, 
while  boat-fishing,  hooked  and  landed  a  splendid 
plaice  of  2Jlb.  Fishing  on  Aug.  25  proved  poor,  Mr. 
Glen,  Mr.  Burgess,  and  Mr.  Couzens  only  totalling 
seven  fish  between  them.  Mr.  J.  Handley,  who  paid 
a  day's  visit  to  Deal,  never  had  the  Satisfaction  of  a 
bite.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens  each  had  a  plaice  on 
Monday  morning,  but  the  whole  day's  catch  did  not 
amount  to  a  score.  Mr.  Cully  had  a  mixed  catch  of 
four  fish  on  Tuesday  morning,  but  very  poor  sport  was 
experienced  all  day ;  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  not  half 
a  score  of  fish  have  been  landed. — J.  Richaedson 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Dingle. — Good  takes  of  ling,  haddocks,  gurnard, 
whiting,  and  bream  are  being  had.  Some  mackerel 
and  bass  have  also  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  angling  has  been  much 
in  abeyance  during  the  past  week,  due  to  the  regatta, 
which  has  been  the  best  we  have  had  for  years  past. 
The  harbour  is  gay  with  yachts,  and  the  town  full  of 
visitors. — H. 

Plymouth.— The  bay  is  still  full  of  fish  of  all 
kinds — pollack,  bass,  mullet,  chad,  and  pouting.  We 
have  not  had  such  a  good  season  for  bass  for  many 
years;  they  seem  to  have  returned  to  their  old  haunt, 
the  Rame  Head,  in  earnest.  Pollack  also  are  very 
plentiful,  and  some  very  large  ones  have  been  taken  ;  a 
few,  however,  have  carried  away  gear  with  the  first 
rush,  although  in  some  cases  treble  gut  has  been  used. 
The  pier  fishermen  have  been  doing  well  with  poUack, 
bass,  and  chad.  I  noticed  some  dozen  rods  on  the 
Promenade  Pier  the  other  evening,  and  they  were  all 
pretty  busy.  Several  horse  mackerel  were  amongst 
the  catch.  The  weather  seems  inclined  to  change. — 
W.  Hbaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  boats  had  at  the  beginning  of  the 
week  fair  catches  of  dabs  and  plaice,  with  here  and 
there  a  whiting.  Fishing  from  the  two  piers  has  been 
poor,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  decent  eels. 
Since  Aug.  25  it  has  been  blowing  the  best  part  of  a 
;ale. — Geey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — Boat  anglers  are  now  having  a  fine 
time  of  it,  as  the  bay  abounds  with  silver  whiting  and 
mackerel.  We  had  a  gale  last  night  (Aug.  26),  but  it  is 
fine  to-day,  and  oii-shore  wind. — H. 

Valentia. — Fine  sport  has  been  had  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting,  etc.,  in  the  late  evenings.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  had  fifteen  pollack,  ninety-four 
gurnard,  eighty-four  whiting,  twenty  bream,  and 
fourteen  miscellaneous  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer  (Lord  Nelson  Hotel)  Kent. — During 
past  week  a  number  of  codling  have  been  secured  off 
Walmer.  Mr.  B.  Chapman,  a  visitor  from  Leeds,  on 
Aug.  25,  landed  the  following  in  the  space  of  one  hour  : 
One  large  cod,  turning  the  scale  at  61b.  7oz.  ;  twelve 
small  codling,  ranging  from  lib.  to  31b. ;  one  dab, 
21b.  9oz. ;  three  dabs  of  about  lib.  each  ;  and  a  quantity 
of  pouting.  Another  visitor,  Mr.  Body,  on  Aug.  26, 
secured  a  fine  catch  of  fish — namely,  codling,  flat-fish, 
and  two  fine  large  lobsters. — Edward  Burke. 


Jingling  '^ixiuxcs. 

September  1. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Hatfield-Peverel. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Outing. 

Cosy  :  Outing  to  Laleham. 

Dalston  :  Outing. 

Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Maldon  East. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Jolly  Anglers  :  Outing  to  Enfield  Lock. 

New  Century  :  Prize  outing. 

United  Bros. :  Match  at  Yalding. 

Wellington  :  Outing  to  Twickenham. 

Wenlock  :  Prize  outing  to  Byflcct. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Westminster :  Match  at  Byfleet. 
September  2. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
September  3. 

Bermondsey  Bros.  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Visit. 

S.L.U.V.L. — Distribution  of  prizes. 

Sept.  14,  15. — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Staines. 
15. — Camden  :  Outing  to  Teddington. 
15. — Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

15.  — Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

16.  — Camden  :  Vi.sit. 
29. — Alma:  Outing  to  Shalford. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association  (Western  District).— The 
next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Queen's  Piscatorials, 
Chapel-street,  Bdgward-road,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  3, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  angling  friends. — 
J.  Harris. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society. — At  the  last  meet- 
ing two  letters  were  granted  for  the  Convalescent 
Home,  and  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  13s.  6d.  from  the  box  of  the  Burlington 
Angling  Society.  Will  secretaries  who  have  not 
received  or  applied  for  tickets  send  to  me — S.  Malby, 
9,  Canterbury-road,  Islington,  N. 

Admieal  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — Members  were  out  on  Aug.  25  but 
had  little  sport.  Will  members  turn  up  on  Monday 
as  some  very  important  business  is  to  be  done. — C.  M. 
Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothees  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 

— The  brake  outing  on  Aug.  25  was  a  great  success. 
The  four-horse  brake  was  well  filled,  and  the  van 
which  conveyed  the  rods  and  tackle  went  on  in 
advance.  We  left  London  at  12.40  a.m.  midnight,  and 
were  fishing  at  Harefield  at  4.30  a.m.  The  match  was 
pegged  down,  one  rod,  and  our  standard  of  fish  one 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY 


SBA  -  SIDE. 


TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  AND  FRIDAY  TO 
TUESDAY  CHEAP  TICKETS 

To  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea,  Cromer, 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  South- 
wold,  Hunstanton  are  issued  by  all  Teains  feom 
London  (Liverpool  Street),  also  from  G.  E.  Subiirban 
Stations  at  same  fares  as  from  Liverpool  Street.  These 
Cheap  Tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras 
(Midland)  and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  Mundesley-on-Sea  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEA-SIDE,  &e. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  AND  BACK,  2s.  6d.  dailv 
by  Theodgh  Fast  Teains  from  Liverpool  Street  and 
Fenchurch  Street.  Cheap  Through  Tickets  are  also 
issued  at  Stations  on  the  Metropolitan  and  Metro- 
politan District  Railways. 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  AND  HARWICH  AND 
BACK,  4s.  3d.  from  Liverpool  Street,  on  Sundays  at 
9.15  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  7.35  a.m.,  calling  at 
Stratford  at  9.25  and  7.45  a.m.  respectively. 

BROXBOURNE  AND  RYE  HOUSE,  1/9  daily 
from  Liverpool  Street,  &c.,  and  on  Week-days  only 
from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  1/0  daUy  from  Liverpool 
Street,  Fenchurch  Street,  &c. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  Sopekintendent, 
Liverpool  Street  Station,  E.G. 
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inch  above  Thames.  There  was  £-2  18s.  Gd.  to  compete 
for,  and  at  G  p.m.  the  secretary  gave  the  signal  to 
cease,  when  the  following  was  the  result  in  the  order 
named :  Charles  Brett,  first ;  T.  Eedle,  second ;  F. 
Wright,  third ;  our  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Spicer,  fourth ; 
Ben,  fifth ;  A.  Glaze,  sixth.  Mr.  Keene  deserves  our 
thanks  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  catered  for 
us.  A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  11. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Aug.  25  the 
following  weighed  in  :— Messrs.  Utting,  bream, 
301b.  13oz.  (heaviest  bream,  61b.  O^oz.)  ;  Butlin,  bream 
and  roach,  111b.  Of  oz.  ;  Smart,  bream  and  carp, 
151b.  4^oz. ;  Dyer,  chub  and  roach ;  Hall,  roach ; 
Seymour,  roach  ;  and  Frost,  roach.  The  next  outing 
will  take  place  at  Shalford  on  Sept.  29. — J.  Chambers. 

Anchob  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— Several  members  have 
been  out  and  met  with  success  dm-ing  the  past  week 
on  the  Thames  and  Arun.  A  smoking  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  for  the  recent  match  of  South 
London  united  visiting  list,  will  be  held  at  the  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  3rd,  when 
we  hope  to  see  our  club  well  represented.  Next  meet- 
ing Wednesday,  Sept.  4th,  to  arrange  outing  and  other 
buisness. — C.T.A. 

Batteesea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S. W.— The  following  weighed 
in  on  Aug.  25 :  Mr.  E.  Driny,  151b.  bream  ;  Mr.  G. 
Stevens,  sen.,  91b.  bream;  Mr.  A.  Pemberton,  81b. 
roach  and  bream  ;  ilr.  G.  Ireland,  INIr.  C.  Ireland,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Hall  also  weighed  in  wee  fish.  A  match 
take^  place  on  Sept.  1 ;  members  are  requested  to 
assemble  at  Clapbam  Junction  at  7.45 ;  cease  fishing 
at  6.30  p.m.    Fare,  four  shillings. — A.  Dejonge. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.— In  our  match  at 
West  Draj-ton  on  Aug.  25,  the  prizes  were  taken  as 
follows:  Messrs.  Wilkins  (1st),  Humberstone  (2nd), 
Parker  (3rd),  Wilkinson  (4th),  Abbott  (5th).  The 
takes  were  very  small,  the  highest  weight  being  GJoz. 
Over  twenty  members  took  part  in  the  match,  but  the 
results  were  so  poor  that  they  declare  they  will  not  go 
there  again.  In  addition,  Mr.  Yarham  weighed  in 
perch,  and  Mr.  Sharratt,  our  latest  member,  a  fine 
trout  of  eighteen  and  a  half  inches,  and  weighing 
21b.  12oz.,  from  Harefield  Club  water.  This  capture 
was  very  gratifying  as  it  was  the  first  time  Mr. 
Sharratt  had  fished  our  water. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbdby  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — The  quarterly 
peg-down  match  took  place  on  Aug.  25,  at  Ware,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  J.  Morrell  first, 
Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  second,  Mr.  H.  Davis  third,  and 
Mr.  E.  Lummes  fourth,  all  with  perch.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Stocker  weighed  in  roach. — T.  Pateeno-stee. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— Since  last  report  wc 
have  had  some  very  fair  takes  of  fish  recorded  by 
Messrs.  Sander,  Ashby,  Moore,  and  Whitby.  On 
Aug.  25  Mr.  Ashby  weighed  in  a  nice  specimen  barbel, 
61b.  13oz.— H.  Moore. 

Belgeave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — We  fished  our  August  match  on 
Aug.  25,  but  regret  to  report  that  the  only  member 
who  had  fish  to  weigh  was  Mr.  C.  H.  Crane,  who  took 
first  prize  with  roach.  No  doubt  all  prizes  would  have 
been  taken  were  it  not  for  our  increased  club 
standard. — W.  Payne.  ' 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — A  fair  show^of  fish  rewarded 
our  members  on  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Mann  having  a  brace 
of  barbel  and  some  roach,  nearly  101b.  Messrs.  F. 
Dykes,  bream  from  the  Gulf ;  T.  Dykes,  roach  and 
bream,  41b.  l^oz.  ;  H.  Taylor,  A.  Taylor,  W.  Andrews, 
Eeynolds,  Fuller,  and  Whittick  also  having  fish. 
Our  next  outing  for  four  prizes  will  take  place  from 
Petersham  Meadows  to  Teddington  Lock  on  Sept.  15. 
Same  path,  only  club  rules.  The  next  return  visit  on 
the  C.  and  D.  list  will  take  place  Sept.  16.— E. 
Marshall. 

Cambeidge  Heath  Bbothees  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Last  Tuesday's  (Aug.  27)  meeting  saw  the 
conclusion  of  the  committee's  report  on  our  rules,  ■ 
their  recommendations  for  remodelling  being  accepted, 
which  will  come  into  force  on  Jan.  1,  1902.  One 
important  alteration  is  the  payment  of  contributions, 
which  will  be  worked  on  the  3d.  per  week  system  in 
the  beginning  of  next  year,  the  club  furnishing  the 
privilege  and  Anglers'  Benevolent  tickets  out  of  same. 
On  Aug.  25  we  had  a  fair  show :  Messrs.  E.  Argent, 
roach,  51b.  9  oz. ;  H.  Smith,  roach,  41b. ;  G.  Wood- 
ward, roach  ;  J.  Baines,  roach ;  S.  Hadkiss,  bream ; 
B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  roach  and  bream  ;  and  E.  Nursey, 
chub.  Our  pegged-down  match  at  Cheshunt  on 
Sept.  1  will  be  for  eight  prizes.  There  is  also  a  prize 
of  5s.  for  new  members  to  compete  for.  Go  down  by 
the  7.20  a.m.  train  from  Liverpool-street,  or  later. 
Show  fish  not  later  than  7.30  p.m.  at  the  Eed  Cow. 
Messrs.  C.  Wicks  and  G.  Almeroth  will  be  stewards. 
Mr.  Chapman,  of  the  Oddfellows  Arms,  Burnt  Mill, 
has  added  10s.  6d.  to  our  prize  list. — E.  H,  Argent. 


Central  Association  op  London  Angling  Clubs. — 
Delegates  are  reminded  that  the  nest  monthly  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Monday,  Sept.  2,  9  p.m.  sharp,  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden, 
W.C.    Important  business. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  S.W.— The  result 
of  our  last  day's  outing  was  as  follows  :— First,  Mr. 
H.  Eunnegar;  second,  J.  Jones;  third,  F.  Winter; 
fourth,  J.  Burrage  ;  fifth,  H.  Burrage ;  sixth,  A. 
Bowater;  seventh,  C.  Ball;  eighth,  H.  Eyres;  ninth, 
J.  Thoine.  Also  had  fish :  A.  Heyman,  H.  Pegg, 
H.  Moore,  J.  Salmon,  and  A.  White.  Our  next  day's 
outing  takes  place  on  Sept,  15. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

CoLEBEOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Our  members  have  been 
having  good  sport.  Messrs.  G.  Johnson  and  H.  Kimp- 
tou  from  Lea,  A.  Clayton  from  Shefford,  T.  Johnson 
and  F.  Taylor  from  Chalmer,  East  Maiden.  The 
gold  medal  prize  stands  at  present :  A.  Clayton,  three 
points  with  roach,  trout,  and  dace ;  T.  Johnson,  two 
points  with  bream  and  perch. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  Aiig.  24,  Mr.  J. 
Deplidge,  tench  and  perch  ;  Mr.  G.  J.  Ford,  perch. 
Our  outing  on  Aug.  25  resulted  in  Mr.  F.  Beames,  1st ; 
Mr.  A.  Elsey,  2nd;  Mr.  H.  Stump,  3rd.  We  have 
started  a  subscription  list  for  funds  to  help  Mr. 
Andrews  fight  his  case  against  Sir  Eoger  Palmer  iit  rc 
"  Thames  Fishing  Eights."  Members,  rally  roimd  and 
help  fight  the  good  fight.    Don't  forget  A.B.S.— F.  P. 

SORGE. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— Since  last  report 
Mr.  H.  Lovett  has  weighed  in  bream  and  roach.  Our 
next  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  1,  from  Staines 
Bridge  to  Laleham  Ferry,  Penton  Hook  included. 
Go  by  the  8.35  train  and  return  by  the  8.27.  Members 
going  later  must  report  themselves  before  fishing. 
Members  please  note  this  outing  was  previously 
arranged  for  Cookham. — J.  White. 

Covent  Gaeden  Piscatoeial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.O.— On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  James  Massey  had  a 
show  of  bream,  the  largest  going  31b.  3Joz.  Members 
please  note  that  a  special  meeting  has  been  called  for 
Tuesday  next,  8.30  p.m.  sharp. — W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  —  On  Aug.  25  very  few 
members  out.  Messrs.  T.  Swain  and  A.  Wild  weighed 
in  a  few  nice  roach  and  perch.  On  Aug.  27  a  better 
attendance,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  outing  on 
Sept.  1  should  take  place  at  Harlow.  Members  to 
travel  by  the  8  o'clock  train  from  Liverpool-street. — 
S.  Malby. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Our  prize  outing  on  Aug.  25 
resulted  in  two  iirizes  being  taken  (first,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Exall ;  second,  A.  J.  Bannister),  both  with  bream. 
Mr.  G.  P.  Cutts,  while  away  on  his  holidays,  had 
some  good  sport  with  chub,  two  weighing  6^1b.  (the 
largest  weighing  41b.,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
taxidermist.  Messrs.  Exall  and  Grimsdall  wore 
appointed  delegates  for  the  Central  Association  meet- 
ing on  Monday  next. — E.  Dyball. 

Poeest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  have  weighed  in  bream  this 
week  ;  Messrs.  H.  Creeke,  451b.  (one  specimen  41b. 
7Joz.)  ;  J.  Durell,  431b.  ;  and  J.  T.  Inman,  341b.  All 
our  members  have  had  good  sport  during  the  holidays 
— the  above  three  in  particular.  Mr.  J.  F.  Brady  was 
elected  honorary  member  on  Tuesday. — B.  Sargent. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  roach  and  bream  on  Aug.  25  :  Messrs. 
Dutton,  Thompson,  Maybury,  Ball,  Huggett,  and 
Witmore.  Members  please  note  we  fish  for  six  prizes 
at  Shiplake  on  Sept.  1.  Eoll  called  at  the  Lock 
House  before  fishing.  Train  from  Paddington  9 
o'clock. — F,  A.  Gray. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  result  of  the  King's  Langley 
match  was  as  follows :  1st,  Mr.  Tilley ;  2nd,  Mr. 
Warren  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Bofiee  ;  4th,  Mr.  Cashen.  Only  one 
prize  was  taken  in  the  match  fished  at  Teddington  on 
Monday  (Aug.  26),  Mr.  E.  W.  Woolston  being  the 
winner.  Tilembers  will  greatly  oblige  by  putting  in  an 
appearance  next  Thursday  (Sept.  5.). — E.  S.  C. 

HoxTON  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Aug.  25  we  fished  a  com- 
petition at  Boxmoor  for  seven  prizes,  the  result  being : 
Mr.  E.  W.  Bishop,  first,  with  perch ;  Mr.  McGuiness, 
second,  perch  ;  Mr.  Gregory,  third,  roach  ;  Mr.  Eolfe, 
fourth,  roach  ;  Mr.  Harris,  fifth,  perch  ;  Mr.  Wiltshire, 
sixth,  roach;  Mr.  Newton,  seventh,  roach;  and  two 
other  members  had  fish,  Mr.  Gillett  and  Mr.  Green. 
On  Tuesday  we  have  a  new  member  to  make  ;  and  will 
members  who  have  not  got  their  A.B.S.  and  privilege 
tickets  please  give  their  names  in,  and  take  them  up 
as  soon  as  possible? — B.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Aug.  26th  :  Mr.  Burwash,  carp  and 
gudgeon ;  Mr.  Croker,  91b.  3Joz.  roach ;  Mr.  Eeeves, 
71b.  4Joz.  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  roach.  Mr. 


Blyth  and  Mr.  Herbert  both  had  roach,  but  up  too  late 
to  weigh.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  at  Maldon 
East  in  Sept.  1.  Members  who  wish  to  go  overnight 
may  do  so. — J.  H.  Hebbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fomrth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
The  three  prizes  competed  for  on  Aug.  28  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  H.  Butt,  J.  K.  Charters,  and  W.  H. 
Mecham.  As  previously  announced,  the  members  will 
compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  Stort  on  Sept. 
1.  All  competitors  to  alight  at  Harlow  Station. — 
H.  B.  ^  .  ' 

Jolly  Ang  lees'  Angling  Society,  Cambridge.— 
On  Monday  last  the  above  society  fished  their  first 
pegged-down  match  at  Ely.  Ninety-three  competed 
for  thirty  money  prizes.  The  day  was  most  disas- 
trous as  to  weather,  with  strong  winds  and  very 
unsettled.  First  prize  weighed  31b.  7oz.,  and  the  last 
three  weighed  in  were  Goz.,  5oz.,  and  4oz.  each  rod. 
Next  match  is  at  Stretham. — John  0.  (teoege. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Eetreat,  Ponders  End.  —  The  following  members 
weighed  in  on  Aug.  25 :  H.  Smith,  roach ;  W.  Hyatt, 
roach;  H.  G.  Hyatt,  roach;  J.  Sewell,  roach  and 
dace.    Pegged  down  match  Sept.  1.— H.  G.  Hyatt. 

Jonior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Our  week's  roving  competition 
has  been  fairly  successful,  as  up  to  Wednesday  night 
the  following  members  had  weighed  in :  Messrs.  J. 
Hawkins,  bream  ;  J.  Morgan,  bream ;  J.  W.  Freeman, 
roach  and  perch ;  W.  Baker,  roach ;  P.  Crowther, 
roach ;  S.  Glover,  bream.  Mr.  H.  L.  Berry  and  Mr. 
S.  B.  Owen  were  made  hon.  members. — W.  Freeman. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row,  are  holding  their  annual 
shield  competition  in  the  canal  at  Mollington  on 
Aug.  31.  A  large  attendance  of  members  is  expected. 
Time  of  match,  4  p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  pegged  down.  Captain 
of  match,  E.  Hetherington.  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  won 
the  match  on  Aug.  22,  at  Beeston  Castle  Canal,  with 
nearly  31b.  weight ;  almost  all  competitors  had  a  fair 
show  of  fish.  At  our  last  meeting  our  respected 
veteran  angler,  Mr.  G.  Attwood,  was  unanimously 
elected  chairman  of  the  association,  and  it  is  the  wish 
of  all  that  he  may  long  continue  as  same.  Several 
members  have  been  fishing  Mollington  Canal,  and 
report  good  sport  with  the  roach  and  gudgeon.  We 
had  a  good  turn-out  at  our  match  on  Aug.  18  in  a 
certain  canal.  Mr.  T.  Attwood  was  the  successful 
competitor,  Mr.  E.  Eoberts  and  H.  Mitchell  being 
close  behind  as  second  and  third. — Eoach  Pole. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burton-on-Trent. — 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at 
their  headquarters  on  Monday  last,  when  a  good 
number  of  members  turned  up  to  celebrate  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  society,  it  being  just  twelve  months 
since  its  formation.  After  the  previous  minutes  had 
been  read  and  confirmed,  the  secretary  gave  a  report 
as  to  the  conditions  of  the  society,  which  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  showed  that  the  club  was  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  They  had  at  present  some  good  water 
for  the  members  to  go  to,  but  the  committee  would 
like  to  secure  another  suitable  length,  and  he  (the 
secretary)  said  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  tell 
them  at  their  next  meeting  that  this  would  be  forth- 
coming. Among  other  business  it  was  decided  to  call 
a  special  general  meeting  on  Sept.  9  to  arrange  for  a 
contest  and  picnic. — T.  Gee. 

New  Centuey  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Aug.  25,  the  most  successful  being  Mr.  Harris,  with 
a  capital  show  of  bream.  Mr.  Marlow  had  a  good 
show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Want  also  sent  up  a  good  shov? 
of  bream  from  the  Medway.  We  have  a  prize  outing 
on  Sept.  1,  to  Windsor,  for  working  and  honorary 
members,  when  all  competitors  are  invited  to  a  cold 
Collation  at  the  Watermans'  Arms,  Eton,  as  guests  of 
one  of  our  honorary  members.  We  start  fishing  from 
the  above  house  at  10.30  a.m.  and  weigh  in  there  at 
6.30  p.m. ;  'the  boundary  is  from  Datchet  Parade  to 
Surley  Hall.  Bank  or  punt ;  one  rod  only ;  catch  our 
own  baits.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  at  8.15.— J.  Collins. 

North-East  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  Aug.  25  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish,  following  members 
weighing  in :  Messrs.  E.  Lamb,  bream,  roach,  dace  ; 
W.  Smith,  bream,  roach  ;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  bream,  roach  ; 
J.  Mills,  roach,  and  W.  Davis,  roach.  On  Sept.  4  our 
next  meeting  takes  place,  it  being  quarterly  night. — 
G.  Taylor. 

NoETHEEN  Anglers'  Association.— A  meeting  of 
the  executive  council  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  at  3.30  p.m.  on  Saturday  (Sept.  7), 
at  the  Gunliffe  Arms  Hotel,  Market-street,  Chorley. 
Notices  of  motion  for  the  agenda  of  the  annual  general 
meeting  to  be  held  on  Saturday  (Oct.  26),  should  be 
given  in  at  this  meeting. — T.  W.  Eedfoed. 

NoBTH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road.  —  On  Aug.  25  the 
following  weighed  in  :  W.  Stretch,  bream  and  roach  ; 
W.  Payne,  barbel  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  Ashby,  roach  ; 
W.  L.  Boarman,  roach.  On  Aug.  26,  the  return  visit 
on  the  C.  and  D.  Visiting  List  took  place,  when 
only  eight  clubs  were  represented.     This  is  very 
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disappointing,  as  our  club  always  makes  a  point  of 
attending  the  visits. — H.  Sthetch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh.— Our  competition  on 
Aug.  25,  resulted  as  follows  :  G.  Cartwright,  1st ;  W. 
S.  Cartwright,  2nd  ;  W.  E.  Nayler,  3rd  ;  A.  W.  Nayler, 
4th.  On  Aug.  27  wo  had  a  good  meeting ;  Mr.  j.  t! 
Coates  being  away  for  a  holiday,  Mr.  S.  Thatcher  was 
elected  chairman,  and  got  through  a  lot  of  work,  finish- 
ing promptly.  G.  Cartwright,  1st,  on  Aug.  22,  with- 
drew, leaving  W.  Dipple,  1st ;  P.  Kluske,  2nd ;  and 
H.  W.  Morgan,  3rd.  Mr.  W.  Dipple  has  kindly  given 
half  a  guinea  for  largest  roach  and  half  a  guinea  for 
gross  weight,  week-day  competitors  only  "  season." 
Members  are  expected  to  attend  distribution  at  Wool- 
pack,  Sept.  3,  in  spite  of  quarterly  night.  Our  visit 
will  take  place  on  Sept.  26,  when  all  South  London 
anglers  will  be  more  than  welcome.  We  elected  a 
new  working  member  (Mr.  G.  Jowers). — W.  S.  G. 

Obiginal  Albxandba  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Aug.  25,  Messrs.  Birch,  Hadkiss  and  Davis  weighed  in 
roach ;  G.  Barrs,  bream.  Mr.  Birch's  heaviest  roach, 
lib.  6f  oz.  The  remaining  prize  will  be  fished  for  any- 
where in  the  Lea.  Show  fish  in  the  clubroom  at 
10.30  p.m. — Geoegb. 

Old  Welsh  Habp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — Since  last  report  our  members 
have  had  some  good  sport.  From  punts  :  851b.  bream; 
191b.  perch ;  two  pike,  151b.  ;  bank  anglers :  241b.' 
bream ;   271b.    roach ;   one  pike,   91b.     A  general 

meeting  will  be  held  at  the  club  house  on  Sept.  1.  

F.  Dixon.    [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Peckham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.B.— Members  are 
requested  to  attend  early  next  Tuesday,  Sept.  3,  a 
particular  item  on  the  agenda  to  be  discussed.  Mr. 
Gibbs  weighed  in  61b.  roach  on  Aug.  25,  and  Mr." 
Brown  31b.  roach  and  chub. — T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phcenlx  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  Aug.  25,  Messrs.  Hammond, 
May,  Smith,  Tayler  and  Carr  had  a  nice  lot  of  perch 
and  bream. — R.  C. 

Royal  Geoege  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Aug.  25  only  two  membeis 
tumed  up  in  time  to  weigh  in:  Messrs.  Spielmann 
and  Holder,  with  chub  and  roach.  On  Aug,  28  we 
were  well  attended,  and  all  the  officers  were  elected. 
Will  members  turn  up  next  meeting  night  and  finally 
arrange  the  outing.— Gibbons. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Aug.  25 
Mr.  Saalfeld  Weighed  in  a  show  of  perch,  Mr.  Wo'ollon 
perch  and  dace,  and  Messrs.  E.  Jacobs  and  R.  Clark 
dace.  On  the  27th  Mr.  John  Jukes  was  elected  an  hon 
member.  Tuesday  nest  (Sept.  3)  is  quarterly  night^ 
and  there  is  special  business  to  transact,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  at  nine  o'clock 
sharp.— R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List.— 
On  Sept.  3,  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey  Street,  the 
prize.?,  to  the  value  of  about  £10,  will  be  handed  to 
the  winners  at  the  successful  outing  held  at  Yalding 
Mr.  W.  J .  Wade  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  harmony 
will  reign  supreme.  Two  prizes  in  addition  to  the 
twenty-one  already  published  will  be  handed  to  Mr 
Williams  (Hatcham)  and  Mr.  Cork  (Wellington).' 
I  trust  they  will  excuse  short  notice,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances over  which  I  had  no  control.— A  G 
Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — We  fished  a  match  at  Dagenham  on  Aug  25 
All  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  F.  Jewson,  jun.,  1st  prize 
and  prize  for  largest  fish  ;  F.  Jewson,  sen.,  2nd,  with 
bream;  F.  Grindrod,  3rd,  bream  and  roach;  Mr 
Johnson,  4th,  roach;  G.  Chamberlain,  5th,  bream- 
Messrs.  Gerrard  and  W.  Brock  tied,  with  bream  and 
roach,  for  6th  and  7th  prize.  Messrs.  C.  Boldino-,  C. 
Ruston,  Clapshaw,  and  Stothart  weighed  in  roach'^and 
bream. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambiidge 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— The  follow- 
ing weighed  in  on  Aug.  25  :— W.  Shepheard,  W.  Eyke 
A.  Jenkins,  J.  Boreham,  and  R.  Tucker.  Mr.  J.  Long 
has  been  made  a  working  member.  Please  do  not 
forget  the  S.L.U.V.L.  distribution  and  concert,  at  the 
Woolpack,  Bermondsey,  on  Sept.  3.— A.  P. 

Stbatpoed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Au^  25 
the  following  members  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Race 
bream).  Grand  (roach),  Smith  (roach),  and  Payne 
(roach  and  bream).  Members  please  attend  next 
iuesday  to  arrange  outing.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sdndial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
ftreet.  Hammersmith.- Sport  has  improved  durin^ 
the  past  week.  On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  R.  Batchelor  weighed 
^'^j  li  °^  '^r'^a™.  one  of  them  scaling  31b.  djoz  ■ 
arid  Mr.  T.  Allder  had  a  show  of  bream  nearly  291b  ' 
the  largest  weighing  21b.  Soz.  On  Aug.  25,  Mr.  C  -l' 
Powits  caught  121b.  of  roach,  which  were  in  the  very 
best  of  condition  ;  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Cartwright  71b  5oz 
of  roach  and  bream.— J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

Tunbeidgb  Wells  Angling  Society,  Railway  Inn 
(^oods  Station-road.— On  Aug.  25,  we  held  our  first 


annual  outing  at  Penshurst,  and  we  had  our  third 
competition  of  the  season,  when  three  prizes  wore 
fished  for.  Successful  competitors  were  as  follows- 
Messrs.  Barshall,  Copper,  and  Glover.— G.  J.  Hou.se.- 
Waggonees'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Since  last  report  we  have  had  some 
grand  shows  of  fish  on  our  trays.  On  Aug.  4th  Mr 
Clegg,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Walton,  bream.  On  Aug  ll' 
Mr.  Clegg,  roach ;  Mr.  Betts,  roach  ;  Mr.  Walton' 
bream.  On  Aug.  18th,  Mr.  Bctts,  roach  ;  Mr  Walton' 
■bream  ;  Mr.  Clogg,  roa<^h.  On  Aug.  25th,  Mr.  Clegg' 
roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Walton,  bream  and  tench  •  Mi- 
Betts,  roach;  Mr.  Allan,  roach  and  dace.  I 'hope 
to  get  a  good  meeting  on  Tuesday  next  (Sept  3) 
when  arrangements  will  be  made  for  our  next 
match. — H.  C. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Our  next  outing 
takes  place  at  Staines  on  Sept.  14  and  15  ;  two  rods 
all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  rules.  To  go  down 
by  4.19  p.m.  from  Clapham  Junction,  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  14),  return  from  Staines  at  8.28  p.m.— W  L 
Kbbey. 

Waewick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow.— On  Aug.  25  the  following 
obtained  fish :  Mr.  Odart,  perch  ;  Mr.  Calicut,  perch'' 
We  would  like  members  to  give  a  definite  reply  to  the 
Walthamsto-w  branch  about  the  outing  to  Amberley, 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  arrangements  of  same.  We 
elected  four  new  members  last  Thursday.  Any  mem- 
ber who  has  not  yet  received  Benevolent  tickets  can 

obtain  them  at  the  clubhouse,  subject  to  rule.  W 

Callcut. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  monthly  out- 
ing takes  place  on  Sept.  1,  at  Twickenham.  Members 
please  note  this  is  a  punt  match.  I  should  like  to  see 
a  good  muster  turn  out. — W.  Cox. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Wellington  Hotel 
Stopes,  Radcliffe.— The  above  society  fished  their 
August  match  at  Carnforth,  on  Aug.  24,  in  the  L.  and  Y. 
Canal,  when  sixteen  members  caught  over  one  hundred 
fish  in  a  two  hours'  competition.  1st,  J.  Pickerino- 
11b.  SJoz. ;  2nd,  T.  Kirkpatrick,  lib.  Soz.  ;  3rd  r' 
Ormerod,  lib.  6oz.  ;  4th,  T.  Shaw,  lib.  2Aoz. ;  also 
special  for  largest  single  fish;  5th,  W.  T  Foster 
lib.  3oz. ;  6th,  P.  Holden,  lib.  |oz.— W.  Loed. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— Our  peg-down  prize  outing  at'Brox- 
bourne  resulted  in -one  prize  being  taken,  by  Mr. 
Dessert,  with  roach.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on 
Sept.  1,  at  Byfleet,  peg-down,  this  being  the  first 
competition  of  three  to  take  place  in  six  weeks  — 
H.  Heie. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle 
Hammersmith.-  Next  Thursday  (Sept.  5)  being 
quarterly  night,  members  are  requested  to  attend 
early,  and  to  pay  in  their  subscriptions,  to  clear  up 
the  books.  We  have  to  elect  a  new  auditor  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Peart,  who  has  retired  from  the  club  — 

J.  J.  HUNTEB. 

West  Ham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.— I  beg  to  thank  the 
various  clubs  on  behalf  of  the  family  of  the  late  Mr 
R.  Lowther  and  West  Ham  Brothers,  for  their  letters 
of  sympathy  and  regret  which  they  so  kindly  sent  on 
hearing  of  our  great  loss.  The  following  members 
weighed  in  last  week:  Messrs.  Newton,  jun.,  Tyler 
Homer,  Turner,  Vale,  Pearce,  Roach,  Pethurst,  T. 
Miller,  roach  and  bream  ;  Pummell,  bream  ;  one  'fish 
31b.  4|oz.  I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  at 
our  postponed  prize  outing  at  Dagenham'  on  Sept.  1  — 
R.  Pethubst. 

Westminsteb  Angling  Society,  Regent  Arms 
Regency  Street,  S.W.— We  have  had  some  prize  shows 
lately,  mainly  bream  and  roach,  contributed  by  Messrs. 
Stoner,  Boots,  and  Eccarius.  Two  new  members  have 
been  made— Messrs.  J.  Haynes  and  P.  W.  Burrows  — 
and  we  have  added  three  prizes  to  our  already 
numerous  list.  We  fish  a  match  on  Sept.  1,  in  the 
Association  water  at  Byfleet,  for  three  prizes,  under 
usual  match  conditions.  Members  to  down  'by  the 
8.25  a.m.  and  return  by  8.19  p.m.— H.  S.  E. 

Woolwich  Bbothehs  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Some  very  nice 
perch  was  weighed  in  by  one  of  our  own  members  on 
Aug.  25;  three  largest :  21b.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  8  oz.  Mr. 
F.  Cresswell  also  had  perch,  J.  Hicks  bream,W.Brown 
roach,  G.  Bird  roach. — J.  R.  Howceoft. 

Yaemouth  (Gbeat)  and  Gobleston  Amalga- 
mated Anglebs'  Association.— The  above  association 
fished  their  annual  competition  for  the  Jubilee 
challenge  shield  on  Aug.  26,  in  weather  that  was  not 
very  favourable.  The  following  was  the  result- 
Working  Men's,  141b.  6oz. ;  Sons  of  Neptune,  141b.  3oz. ; 
Eastern  Counties,  111b.  12oz. ;  Bowling  Green^ 
101b.  6oz.  ;  Gorleston  Piscatorials,  41b.  5oz. ;  Hand  in 
Hand,  4ib.  3oz. ;  Falcon,  31b.  14Joz. ;  Yarmouth 
Piscatorials,  lib.  3oz. ;  total,  641b.  4^oz.  The  best 
thanks  of  the  society  concerned  are  due  to  Mr.  S. 
Richmond  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  catered 
for  the  boats,  and  for  the  arrangement  he  made  for 
getting  the  boats  through  the  bridge.— W.  Thompson. 
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THIRD  ANNUAL  CHAMPIONSHIP  COMPE- 
TITION. 

Fon  this  event,  decided  on  Saturday  last  in  tho 
Macclesfield   Canal   at    Poynton,   un  entry  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  was  secured,  there   boin"  very 
few  absentees.    This  number  was  helow  expectations, 
but  IS  to  bo  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  fixture 
clashing  with  other  contests  arranged  for  the  same  day, 
and  for  which  our  association  are  in  no  way  to  blame! 
In  every  other  respect  the  competition  was  a  success, 
and  the  weights   returned    are  satisfactory.  The 
captains  were  kept  busy  during  the  whole  of  tho 
two  hours  fished,  and  in  all  no  less  than  G65  fish 
were  accounted  for.    Tho  prizes  numbered  twenty 
and  the  lowest  weight  to  take  a  prize  was  Soz.  Gdrm! 
Mr.  J.  Lancaster,  Weaste  Angling  Society,  secures  first 
prize  with  lib.  4oz.  12drm.,,and  he  takes  the  champion- 
ship gold  medal  and  £2  10s.  The  club  named  has  taken 
premier  honours  twice  in  succession.     The  second 
prize,  a  gold  centre  silver  medal  and  £1  10s.  Od.  was 
won  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Lea,  Boathouse  Angling  Society 
Irlam,  with  lib.  loz.  and  2drm. ;  and  tho  third  a 
silver  medal  and  £1  Os.  Od.,  goes  to  Mr.  G.  Taylor 
Openshaw  Central  Angling  Society,  with  lib.  Ooz.  2drm.' 
Mr.  Geo.  Yates  ably  officiated  as  referee,  and  the  weights 
were  got  out  and  the  prizes  distributed  in  good  time 
enabling  the  competitors  to  return    home  early 
Below  is  given  the  full  list  of  winners  :— Messrs' 
J.  Lancaster,  Weaste  ;   G.  A.  Lea,  Boathouse,  Irlam  • 
G.  Taylor,  Openshaw  Central ;  W.  Smith,  Good  Intent' 
Manchester;  W.  Ainley,  Beswick  and  District-  w' 
Dyson,  Sun,  Hulme  ;  W.  Burrows,  Weaste  ;  T  H  '  Lea' 
Boathouse  ;  W.  Ridgway,  Talbot,  Salford  ;  P.  Kinsey' 
Britannia,  Hulme;  J.  Pennington,  Openshaw  Cen- 
tral;  A.  R.  Clucas,  Stockport  County;  E.  Mason 
Boathouse  ;  F.  Beilby,  Duchy,  Pendleton  ;  W.  Garner' 
Boathouse;   T.  Campbell,  Pendleton;    J.  Debnam' 
Salford  Friendly  ;  H.  Lord,  Waltonians,  Ashton ;  W.' 
Collinge,  Buckley  Arms,  Swinton;  W.  Dyson  Wel- 
come, Hulme.— Tom  Deivee,  Hon.  Sec.  [Too  late  for 
insertion  last  week.] 


ST.  PARTRIDGE. 


Last  year  the  "Twelfth"  occurred  on  a  Sunday 
and  this  year  the  "  First  "  is  on  a  Sunday,  a  subject  of 
regret  m  this  early  harvest  year,  because,  in  ill-watched 
localities,  and  where  wheat  and  barley  stubbles  and 
here  and  there  a  meadow,  etc.,  remain  "  unbushed  " 
it  affords  opportunity  for  the  midnight  poachers  with 
their  deadly  trammel-nets.  Where  one  covey  has  been 
"  raked  "  early  in  the  morning  by  a  sneaking  gunner 
a  hundred  or  more  "birds"  are  caught  with  tho 
trammel.  There  is  a  Sports  Protection  Association 
m  existence,  with  the  Duke  of  Leeds  as  its  president 
but  winged  game  still  finds  its  way  to  the  London  and 
other  great  game-markets  that  could  hardly  have  been 
shot  in  fair  sport  in  legal  hours. 

Birds  '  ?— aye,  in  plenty  ;  but  'twixt  you  and  I, 
'  Mum's  '  still  the  word  if  you  should  want  to  buy !  " 
Time  was  when  some  landlords  would  shoot  over  a 
farm  with  the  tenants,  skimming  the  thickest  of  the 
cream  off  the  coveys  on  the  first  day  or  so  of  the  season 
but  times,  alas !  have  greatlv  altered.    The  English 
arable  farmer,  if  not  he  also  on  an  all-grass  farm  is 
a  pronounced  pessimist  Jike  his  father  or  grandfather 
was  up  to  1851  or  so.    Wheat  used  to  be  called  the 
"rent-paying  "  crop  when  prices  for  its  home-growth 
aftorded  a  living,  and  the  parson's  tithe  touched  quite 
100  per  £100  of  tithe.    Parsons  might  growl  but  they 
cannot  strike,  and  the  opening  day  of  shooting  is 
doubtless  fraught  with  mixed  memories  to  some  of 
the  sufieriug  clergymen.     Partridge  shooting  over 
clever  dogs  possesses  a  fascination  of  its  own.    It  is  a 
homely  sport  in  the  sense  that  the  first  covey  is  often 
"  found  "  and  the  first  brace  or  so  of  birds  are  killed 
m  view  of  the  parlour-window  of  the  homestead.  A 
second  Phidias— and  he  must  be  a  sportsman— could 
scarcely  do  full  justice  to  a  pointer  "  on  "  birds,  with 
its  equally  statuesque  companion  "backing"  -  or  a 
staunch  free-ranger  stopping,   half-bent  with'  stern 
more  or  less  depressed,  on  suddenly  "  finding  "  a  hare 
sitting  in  her  form.  -w  pj^y 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.  ' 
14,196.    Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch.    "Improved  spoon  bait  for  fishing 
purposes." 

14,360.    Mr.  William  John  Butler,  46,  Regent-square, 
London,   Improvements  in  or  relating  to 
trolling  and  spinning  baits  for  angling. 
14,392.    Mr.  Herbert  Sefton-Jones,  High  Holboru. 

Improvements  in  or  relating  to  fishing 
floats. 
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Mb.  and  Mns.  William  Moss,  living  in  Quentin- 
road,  Lee-terrace,  Blackheath,  were  cycling  towards 
Lee  from  Eltham,  recently,  when  Mrs.  Sloss  lost 
control  of  her  machine  opposite  Lyme  Farm  and  was 
thrown  to  the  gromid.  She  sustained  a  dislocated 
shoulder  and  scalp  wounds.  Fortunately,  Mrs. 
Chef&ns,  of  Lewisham,  who  happened  to  be  passing 
some  considerable  time  after  (the  Eltham  police  being 
imable  to  send  an  ambulance,  although  requested  to 
do  so  immediately  after  the  accident),  promptly  had 
the  injured  lady  placed  in  her  victoria  and  conveyed 
to  the  Eltham  and  Mottingham  Cottage  Hospital, 
where  her  injuries  were  attended  to  and  she  was 
detained.  All  honour  to  you,  Brother  Chef&ns,  for 
your  kindly  action  ! 


In  another  place  appears  a  letter  from  Mr.  Henry 
Ball,  calling  attention  to  the  Deal  Boatmen's  Regatta. 
I  have  sent  him  my  mite,  with  the  hope  that  other 
Fishing  Gazette  readers  might,  or  mite — I  get  mixed — 
follow  the  lead.    Walk  up,  please,  with  the  lucre. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society  has  issued  the  pro- 
gramme of  events  from  Sept.  3  to  Feb.  25  (1902).  On 
Sept.  14  there  will  be  an  outing  to  Kelvedon ;  on  the 
17th  a  paper  or  reading  by  a  member ;  on  the  21st  an 
outing  to  Cricklade ;  and  on  the  28th  a  dinner  at 
Chesham.  On  Nov.  9  the  annual  competition  for  the 
challenge  cup  at  Deal  will  take  place,  when  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  will  undertake  the  necessary  arrangements. 
On  the  King's  birthday  I  hope  to  be  at  Deal. 


On  Saturday  last  (Aug.  24)  a  party  of  Lychnobites, 
in  charge  of  President  Cannell,  paid  a  visit  to  Fren- 
sham  Pond  Hotel,  near  Farnham,  Surrey.  The 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  a  most  enjoyable 
day  was  spent,  and  everything  passed  ofi  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner.  The  dinner,  served  in  Host 
Grifhths's  own  particular  style,  was  thoroughly  enjoyed, 
and  everyone  returned  to  tovm  particularly  happy, 
each  quite  satisfied  with  himself  and  everybody  else 
concerned. 


The  summer  outing  of  the  Amicable  Waltonians 
Angling  Society  took  place  on  Aug.  25  last  at  I\Iinster, 
near  Sheerness,  proving  an  unqualified  success,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  day  was  spent  amidst  the  lovely  and 
picturesque  scenery  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppy,  recently 
advertised  as  the  unknown  Paradise.  Upwards  of  forty 
members  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner  at  the  Royal 
Oak  Hotel,  at  which  Mr.  W.  Musgrave  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Nunn  the  vice-chair.  The  toasts  and 
after-dinner  speeches  were  commendably  brief,  that  of 
the  visitors  being  responded  to  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
who  congratulated  and  thanked  the  members  for 
arranging  such  a  pleasant  excursion ;  after  dinner 
rambles  along  the  clifis,  brake  drives,  and  a  dip  in  the 
briny  were  the  order  of  the  day.  The  stewards, 
Messrs.  A.  Cripps,  H.  Millen,  and  T.  Hender,  per- 
formed their  duties  in  an  admirable  manner. 


The  Chertsey  Bridge  Hotel  which,  as  anglers  are  no 
doubt  aware,  is  situated  on  one  of  the  most  charming 
reaches  of  the  river  Thames,  and  within  easy  driving 
distance  of  the  West  End.  There  is  ample  stabling 
accommodation  and  a  good  landing-stage,  and  the  tariS 
will  compare  favourably  with  that  of  similar  estab- 
lishments. Mr.  Gilbert  Fownes,  the  present  pro- 
prietor, hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  me  shortly, 
when  he  will  do  his  utmost  to  make  me  comfortable. 


Mb.  W.  p.  Payne  writes : — "  On  Aug.  23,  while 
fishing  in  the  Hampshire  Avon  at  Fordingbridge,  I 
caught  a  beautiful  roach,  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
which  weighed  21b.  8oz.  immediately  after  capture. 
The  fish  was  taken  on  the  finest  tackle.  Another  roach 
of  the  same  weight  was  taken  by  Mr.  Simpson  the 
week  previously,  and  on  Monday  last  I  saw  one  caught 
weighing  21b.  These  captures  may  be  verified  by 
vrriting  to  the  water-bailiff  Jefieries,  at  Fordingbridge, 
or  Mr.  Larrit,  12,  Stamford-street,  who  has  my  fish 
for  preservation." 


It  is  my  melancholy  duty  to  record,  with  much 
regret,  the  death  of  Mrs.  Charles  Benwell,  of  29,  St. 
Stephen's  Avenue,  Shepherd's  Bush,  the  wife  of  the 
president  of  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association, 
which  sad  event  happened  on  August  23,  after  a  short 
illness.  The  funeral  took  place  at  Hammersmith 
Cemetery  on  August  27,  and  was  attended  by  represen- 
tatives from  the  Shepherd's  Bush  Angling  Association 
and  other  societies  in  which  Mr.  Benwell  is  interested. 
A  number  of  beautiful  wreaths  [and  other  tokens  of 
respect  were  sent,  and  the  esteemed  president  has  been 
the  recipient  of  numerous  letters  of  sympathy  and 
condolence  in  his  bereavement.  No  one  could  have 
done  more  for  the  welfare  of  the  angling  association 


than  Mr.  Benwell,  and  the  news  of  his  great  loss  has 
evoked  widespread  manifestations  of  sorrow  from  all 
who  have  the  privilege  of  knowing  him. 


"Oh  yea!"  &c.  This  is  to  give  notice  that  Mr. 
H.  J.  Tibbatts  (of  angling  celebrity)  has  removed  from 
"  The  Bell  "  at  Much  Hadham,  Herts,  and  that  he  may 
be  found  at  "  The  Swan  "  Hotel,  High-street,  Maldon, 
Essex.  There  is  some  good  fishing  to  be  had  hard  by 
the  Swan.  It  is  near  the  salt  water  and  close  to  the 
fresh — Beeleigh  and  Langford  only  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  walk.  I  must  call  on  "  H.  J."  and  his  smart 
son  "  Bertie "  (and  the  missus)  as  soon  as  I  can 
arrange  a  day.  Success  to  the  Swan — but  keep  it  oS 
the  water,  please. 


Me.  G.  H.  Franklin  writes  : — "  Dear  Sir, — I  am 
requested  to  inform  you  that  the  annual  competition 
promoted  by  Mrs.  Eldridge  will  take  place  at  Amberley 
on  Sept.  22.  There  is  already  a  good  list  of  prizes, 
which  will  be  considerably  added  to.  Entrance  fee 
(which  will  also  be  added  to  the  prizes)  will  be,  as 
usual,  6d.  Competition  tickets  can  only  be  obtained 
at  Mrs.  Eldridge's,  Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell-road, 
E.C."  [I  sincerely  hope  that  Mrs.  Eldridge  will  have 
a  "  record  "  day.] 


The  Upper  Thames-side  rough  has  no  pity  for  any- 
thing— be  it  bird,  or  beast,  and  sometimes  even  his 
fellow  man,  if  a  stranger.  A  heron  by  some  means 
(says  "  Rus ")  got  its  wing  broken,  and  when  float- 
ing down  the  Thames  near  Richmond,  Mr.  Powell, 
of  Sheen  Park,  luckily,  so  far,  saw  a  man  named  Hobbs 
throwing  ginger-beer  bottles  and  bricks  at  the  helpless 
bird.  Another  man  was  doing  the  same  as  Hobbs,  but 
the  latter  only  was  summoned  at  the  Brentford  Police 
Court  last  week  and  fined  a  sovereign.  The  defendant 
alleged  that  he  was  throwing  at  rats — any  excuse  better 
than  none. 


Before  the  Stobm. 

As  we  came  down  on  Ormond  Beach, 
Out  of  the  sand-dunes  to  the  sea. 

The  sun  looked  barely  out  of  reach 
And  clouds  were  but  as  two  or  three. 

As  we  swung  lengthwise  of  the  coast, 
A  fog  hung  at  the  edge  of  things. 

And  waves  groped  in  the  sand,  almost 
With  strange,  prehensile  fingerings. 

As  we  turned  inland,  Ormond  wreck 
Lay  like  a  great,  unwieldy  cup. 

And  clouds  gloomed  blackly  o'er  the  deck 
Where  rainbows  flung  a  ladder  up. 

As  we  set  foot  where  Ormond  lies; 

The  rain  came  with  a  hissing  speech ; 
We  heard  the  sea  give  tongue,  and  rise 

Booin-booming  in  on  Ormond  Beach. 

— The  Century. 


This  is  a  characteristic  anecdote  of  Crispi  in  his 
early  years  of  storm  and  stress.  In  1856  he  was  at 
Paris,  assisting  in  the  publication  of  the  Courrier 
Franco-Italien  and  conspiring  against  Napoleon  III. 
INIazzini  used  him  for  propagating  his  writings  in 
France.  One  morning  the  porter  came  into  his 
editorial  room  with  the  announcement,  "  M.  Crispi,  a 
large  fish  has  come  for  you."  The  date  was  April  6, 
and  Crispi  replied  at  once  :  "  You  are  six  days  late,  my 
friend,  in  trying  to  fool  me."  But  it  was  true;  there 
was  the  magnificent  fish,  sent  from  Antwerp,  where 
Crispi  knew  nobody.  When  opened  in  his  presence  it 
was  found  that  it  was  "  stuffed  "  with  thousands  of 
Mazzini's  leaflets,  carefully  wrapped  in  oilcloth.  An 
hour  later  they  were  travelling,  each  in  its  wrapper, 
to  the  four  corners  of  France.  Presently  the  police 
discovered  them,  and  Crispi  was  arrested.  But  nothing 
could  be  proved  against  him,  and  the  then  Prefect 
of  the  Paris  Police,  the  famous  Pi6tri,  exclaimed, 
"  Crispi  is  worse  than  his  master  Mazzini.  He  never 
writes  anything." 


During  the  business  hours  of  a  police-court  the 
other  day,  a  man  came  staggering  in  carrying  another 
man  on  his  back.  Walking  across  the  room,  to  the 
astonishment  of  everybody,  he  deposited  his  load  on 
the  clerk's  table.  The  sitting  magistrate  demanded 
the  reason  and  meaning  of  such  an  outrage.  "Well, 
yer  honour,"  said  the  fellow,  "it's  like  this  yere. 
This  man's  been  to  a  fishing  competition ;  his  name  is 
Gunn,  and  I've  been  carrying  him  about  all  the  after- 
noon, and  as  I  don't  hold  a  licence  to  carry  firearms 
I  thought  I'd  bring  him  in  here  for  a  rest."  "  Stand 
up,  Gunnl"  said  the  magistrate.  "  Ri'  you  are," 
says  Gunn.  "  You're  drunk  I  "  says  his  honour.  "Not 
me  I "  says  Gunn.  "  Oh,  well,"  replied  the  kindly 
stipendiary,  "  this  time,  Gunn,  I'll  let  you  off ;  you 
understand,  you're  discharged."  And  Gunn  went  off, 
and  strange  to  say  the  report  of  this  strange  case  has 
found  its  way  into  the  Fishing  Gazette, 


The  latest  instance  of  the  vivid  insight  which  i^ 
occasionally  met  with  in  children's  essays  is  as  follows  • 
A  child  had  to  write  an  essay  on  "  Water."  According 
to  the  most  approved  methods,  he  began  by  a  skilful 
analysis  of  his  subject  into  rain  water,  holy  water,  and 
soda  water.  In  his  peroration  he  indicated  the  chief 
use  of  water  in  the  following  terms  : — "  No  one  could 
be  saved  from  drowning  if  there  wasn't  any  water." 


Recently,  at  Loughborough  Police-court,  a  labourer, 
named  Charles  Bennett,  of  Shepshed,  was  charged, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  with 
maliciously  destroying  trout  at  Blackbrook  on  July  22. 
Charles  Peach,  occupier  of  land  near  the  Blackbrook, 
deposed  to  seeing  Bennett  take  a  packet  from  his  coat 
and  empty  it  into  the  water.  Witness  went  up  and 
looked,  and  saw  the  water  was  of  a  milky  appearance, 
and  picked  a  small  lump  of  chloride  of  lime  from 
the  surface  of  the  stream.  In  one  hole  of  the  brook 
witness  pulled  out  six  dead  trout,  one  fish  scaling  21b. 
The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  £10,  with  an  alternative 
of  six  weeks'  hard  labour. 


Another  "injustice  to  Ireland"  "You  send  our 
poor  Irish  soldiers  to  fight  your  battles  at  the  Cape," 
says  the  hon.  member ;  "  they  get  killed  off  like 
flies,  and  when  they  come  home  they  have  to  spend 
the  rest  of  their  days  in  an  Irish  workhouse."  I  am 
pleased  to  think  that  the  spirit  of  that  M.P.  who  said, 
"  A  man  can't  be  in  two  places  at  once,  barrin'  he's  a 
bird,"  is  not  dead. 


You  are  to  be  congratulated,  0  ! — ('tis  only  a  matter 
ofan"o") — "Dragnet,"  that  you  have  only  escaped 
(writes  "  W.  P.")  by  the  said  "  o  "  from  being  dubbed 
a  "  Yellow  Sculpin,"  if  ever  you  wandered  to  the 
Laud  of  Pilchards  and  of  "  One  and  All."  And  only 
think  of  a  Sootty  addressing  you  as  "  Gowdie  "  I  The 
curious  little  seafish  called  "  Dragonet "  {minus  a  net 
to  drag)  is  found  in  numbers  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  only  occasionally  round  our  own  coasts.  Not  but 
what  you  yourself  might,  in  the  commendable  cause 
of  restocking  a  river,  lake,  or  pond,  have  lent  a  hand 
in  the  dragging-o'-net  to  enrich  the  sport  of  the  many 
readers,  among  the  sons  of  toil,  of  this  journal. 


Donald,  who  was  a  fisher,  started  to  dress  his  own 
flyhooks.  He  was  met  by  a  cronie  one  day,  who  said : 
"  I  here  yere  begun  to  dress  yer  ain  hooks,  noo, 
Donal'.  Is  that  true?"  "It's  a'  that,"  answered 
Donald.  "  An'  can  yer  put  them  up  onything  nateral 
like  ?  "  inquired  the  crony.  "  I  dinna  ken  for  that," 
replied  Donald,  "  but  there  wis  a  spider  ran  awa'  wi' 
twa  o'  them  yesterday." 


On  Deal  Pier. 

I  left  my  rod  and  got  broke  away. 
Beside  it,  I'm  told,  you  should  always  stay ; ' 
But  in  one  weak  moment  I  was  led  astray. 
What  lovely  Scotch ! 


Sadness. 

From  Deal  Pier  I  fished  one  day. 
Threepence,  I  know,  my  ticket  cost ; 

'Twas  about  the  latter  end  of  May, 
I  got  no  fish,  but  my  tackle  lost. 

I  sigh,  and  cry,  I'm  in  a  rage. 

And  a  bankrupt  boy,  ten  years  of  age. 


"  Everything  comes  to  him  who  waits,"  says  the 
American  F.  G.,  and  now  Saratoga  has  had  its  turn  in 
the  way  of  precipitation  of  small  toads  and  snails 
during  a  rainstorm  this  week.  Shortly  after  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening  what  appeared  to  be  hailstones  rattled 
to  earth,  but  on  examination  they  proved  to  be  snails 
in  their  shells,  which  almost  immediately  were  fol- 
lowed by  small  toads  averaging  from  half  to  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  length. 


The  Mick  ran  into  the  club-house  the  other  day, 
breathless,  with,  "  Oh,  boys,  I've  just  seen  a  tirrible 
accident."  "  What  was  it  ?"  we  asked.  "Oh,  begobi 
says  he,  "there  was  a  cart  coming  along  with  two 
min  on  it,  when  down  wint  the  horse  and  out  they 
wint,  and  there  they  are  outside  lying  both  on  top  of 
each  other." 


"One  of  the  angling  hogs,"  says  the  American 
F.G.,  "while  trying  to  catch  a  train  recently,  with 
801b.' weight  of  trout,  fell  and  broke  a  wrist." 


Teacher:  What  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
"  excavate  "  ?  Small  Pupil :  It  means  to  hollow  out. 
Teacher :  Correct.  Now  form  a  sentence  in  which  the 
word  is  properly  used.  Small  pupil :  Stick  a  pin  in  a 
boy  and  he  will  excavate.  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening  (Aug.  22)  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  called 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  arrangements  for 
the  forthcoming  contest  at  Abingdon  on  Monday, 
Sept.  9.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance  gave  in  the 
report  of  their  visit  to  Abingdon  to  make  the 
final  arrangements,  which  went  to  show  that  the 
draw  for  places  will  take  place  on  the  meadow 
close  to  Abingdon  Bridge,  where  the  refreshment 
tent  will  be  erected  •  both  sides  of  the  river 
will  in  some  instances  be  used  for  the  contest,  so  that 
the  contestants  will  not  have  to  walk  so  far  as  in 
previous  years.  The  arrangements  with  the  railway 
companies  are  also  completed ;  the  first  train  will 
leave  Hockley  at  4.50,  the  second  at  5.15,  and  the  third 
at  5.35,  and  Snow  Hill  at  5.0,  5.25,  and  5.45,  and 
Bordesley  at  5.10,  5. .35,  and  5.55;  all  saloons  will  go  by 
the  last  train.  The  return  trains  will  leave  Abingdon 
at  7.0,  7.10,  and  7.30  p.m. ;  the  first  train  will  arrive  in 
Birmingham  at  10  o'clock  ;  fare  for  the  double  journey, 
4s.  3d.  Contest  and  railway  tickets  may  be  obtained  at 
the  tackle  shops  or  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill. 
The  Eose  and  Crown  society  fished  their  annual  con- 
test on  Aug.  25  in  the  river  Severn  at  Tewkesbury. 
About  120  members  competed  for  a  valuable  collection 
of  prizes  ;  the  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration, 
and  was  fished  under  the  association  rules.  Mr.  W. 
Sydenham  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize  ;  Mr.  T. 
Coles  acted  as  referee.  The  Queen's  Arms  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Aug.  25  at  Barton  and 
Walton,  in  the  canal,  under  the  association  rules, 
when  Mr.  J.  Eabone  was  returned  the  winner ;  the 
fish  taken  ran  small  and  were  chiefly  gudgeon. 
The  Manor  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
Aug.  25,  in  the  river  Severn  at  Kemsey,  when  Mr. 
A.  Kae  was  returned  the  winner.  Mr.  Rae  for  three 
years  in  succession  has  taken  the  second  prize,  but 
this  year  he  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize  in  a 
very  easy  fashion.  We  have  had  a  great  change  in 
the  weather;  last  week  it  was  exceedingly  hot.  Since 
Aug.  25  we  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains,  and  it 
has  been  very  cold  with  strong  north  winds  blowing, 
which  has  interfered  with  angling  to  a  great  extent. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

At  the  beginning  of  this  week  angling  was  con- 
siderably upset  by  the  tempestuous  weather.  It  was  a 
remarkable  change  from  what  we  had  been  enjoying 
for  some  weeks  past.  A  temperature  of  nearly  seventy 
degrees  had  been  maintained  during  the  preceding 
days,  but  on  Monday  the  thermometer  suddenly  fell 
to  fifty-three  degrees.  Heavy  rainstorms  also  came 
over  the  district,  and  while  the  waters  will  be  greatly 
benefited  by  the  downfall,  it  was  impossible  to  angle 
with  an>  degree  of  comfort  on  Tuesday  owing  to  the 
gale  which  continued.  Eoach  have,  consequently, 
not  given  the  fine  sport  they  did  last  week,  when 
stones  of  these  fish  were  captured  on  the  Witham  and 
its  tributaries.  Now  that  the  weather  is  cooler 
another  successful  run  of  sport  should  be  had  amongst 
bream,  and  anglers  have  been  waiting  for  the  oppor- 
tunity. The  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Anton  Gowts  and  also  in  the  Chapel 
Hill  district  near  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal 
should  commend  themselves  as  likely  spots  where  big 
bream  may  be  found.  The  Mount  Pleasant  and  Bar- 
gate  drains  should  not  be  neglected,  for  some  very 
fine  fish  have  been  seen  disporting  themselves  on  these 
waters,  although  they  have  exhibited  no  particular 
symptoms  of  hunger.  The  Forty-foot  still  maintains 
its  popularity  as  a  roach  stream.  Given  favourable 
conditions  it  is  possible  to  obtain  the  best  sport 
amongst  the  red  fins  in  the  Donington  and  Hubbert's 
Bridge  districts  if  proper  care  is  exercised  with  regard 
to  ground  baiting. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  continues  good  amongst  roach  and  bream  on 
the  Eiver  Ancholme.  The  West  Hull  Angling  Asso- 
ciation fished  a  pegged-down  match  in  the  vicinity  of 
Saxby  Bridge  and  did  fairly  well,  considering  both 
wind  and  rain  interfered  with  the  comfort  of 
the  competitors  during  the  day.  However,  at  the 
•weigh  in  Messrs.  T.  Cheater,  E.  H.  Barlow,  T.  Barber 
and  T.  Bardsley  had  over  61b.  of  fish  each.  On  the 
19th  the  East  Eiding  Angling  Society  visited  Brigg, 
and  fished  a  match  near  to  Coal  Dyke  end,  and 
participated  in  fair  sport.  The  first  prize-winner, 
Mr.  G.  Hirst,  had  amongst  his  take  a  nice  bream 
that  scaled  31b.  7Joz.  Sport  on  the  Eiver  Ludd 
has  only  been  '"Dor  below  I'ulstowe  owing  to  repairs 
to  two  of  the  bridges  ;  but  at  Firebeacon  and  Austin 
Fen  good  sport  has  been  met  with;  on  the  22nd, 
the  Hull  Eoach  Club  fished  a  match  at  Firebeacon 
and  participated  in  some  grand  sport,  Mr.  E.  H 
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Barlow  taking  the  first  prize  with  121b.  IJoz.  ;  Mr.  G. 
B.  Checseman,  111b.  ISfoz.,  second;  Mr.  William 
Crossland,  111b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Frank  Carlo,  101b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  M.  Darby,  91b.  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Bardsley,  9lb. 
3Joz. ;  and  the  other  competitors  had  catches'  from 
Clb.'SJoz.  down  to  about  21b.  each.  Sport  in  the  lower 
water  of  the  river  Hull  has  been  very  good 
during  the  past  week,  especially  in  paste  fish- 
ing, and  bream  up  to  2^1b.  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  6oz.  each  have  been  creeled.  Amongst  the  suc- 
cessful anglers  have  been  Mr.  J.  H.  Foulds  who  had 
about  a  stone  of  nice  fish  from  Minto  Flatts  ;  his 
catch  included  a  bream  of  2Jlb.,  and  a  roach  of  llb4oz. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Hay,  of  the  Holdcrnoss  Angling  Association, 
has  also  had  about  two  stone  of  nice  roach  from  Wecl 
Ferry  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  Branston,  of  the  (Uobe  Angling 
Society,  has  also  had  some  good  fish  from  Grovehill, 
his  best,  a  roach  of  lib.  43oz. ;  Messrs.  J.  Thackeray 
and  J.  Cheeseman  have  alsQ  done  well  at  Wawne  and 
Cicey  amongst  roach  with  paste,  and  taken  fish  up  to 
15oz.  each.  The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated 
Anglers  hold  a  council  meeting  at  the  Queen's  Hotel 
on  Wednesday,  Sept.  4,  when  important  business  will 
be  brought  forward  at  8  o'clock. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Warrington,  as  usual,  provides  plenty  of  good 
news  this  week  from  an  angler's  point  of  view.  They 
have  just  very  successfully  disposed  of  their  annual 
matches.  Their  anticipated  events  are  the  juvenile 
match  and  the  committee's  match.  The  former  is  not  yet 
dated,  but  the  latter  is  fixed  for  Sept.  21  at  Heatley. 
The  weights  in  the  Warrington  Working  Men's  Angling 
Society  are  worth  notice :  21b.  4Joz.  top  weight, 
and  lib.  9dr.  bottom  weight  for  two  hours'  fishing. 
The  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  also  at  Warrington, 
had  a  contest  last  week-end  with  satisfactory  results. 
The  committee  of  the  general  association  have  decided 
to  allot  fourteen  prizes  to  the  first  day's  match  and 
twenty-eight  to  the  second,  or  forty-two  in  all,  and 
valued  at  £21.  Mr.  J.  L.  Whittle  is  giving  a  gold 
medal  for  their  championship  on  Sept.  14.  To-day 
the  Tyldesley  and  District  Anglers'  Association  are 
due  at  Peel  Hall  to  fish  a  match  for  good  prizes. 
The  Cadishead  and  Irlam  Anglers'  Society  negotiated 
a  friendly  fixture  on  Saturday  (Aug.  24)  in  the  local 
waters,  and  awarded  prizes  to  Messrs.  L.  Taylor,  J. 
Bates,  and  J.  Hawthorne.  Several  other  competitors 
did  well.  To-day  the  junior  members  are  fishing  their 
annual  competition  in  the  club's  water.  With  the 
weather  so  changeable  and  boisterous  it  is  no  wonder 
that  fevpor  rods  are  out  than  usual,  and  sport 
remarkably  quiet.  Our  rivers  are  in  anj'thing 
but  good  condition,  and  grumbling  is  very  general 
The  Wyre  is  somewhat  improved  ;  the  best  rise  is  in  the 
evening,  when  the  "early  flies"  have  killed  well.  The 
Eibble  is  also  affording  a  little  better  sport,  and  "early 
flies  "  are  the  killers.  From  the  Lune  better  sport  is 
reported,  and  baskets  of  five  brace  in  evidence.  The 
Weuning  is  again  well  spoken  of,  and  is  certainly  worth 
a  visit.  Canal  fishing  generally  throughout  this  county 
is  of  an  average  character. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  a  most  enthusiastic,  if  prolonged,  competition, 
the  Moss  Side  Socials  have  at  last  completed  their 
season's  championship  competition.  Mr.  G.  Link- 
later  takes  the  gold  medal  and  the  championship  with 
a  moderate  weight  of  21b.  lOoz.  12dr.,  only  a  dram 
divides  the  second  and  third,  Messrs.  H.  Taylor  and 
J.  Hammond,  closely  followed  by  Messrs.  A.  L.  Hark- 
ness,  J.  Young,  and  J.  Rothborn,  jun.  Mr.  J.  Eeavy, 
who  does  not  figure  in  the  first  twenty,  wins  a  special, 
offered  by  Dr.  Chapman,  for  what  is  not  stated  in  report. 
The  return  match  with  the  Old  House  at  Home 
Angling  Society  is  fixed  for  Sept.  22  ;  venue  not  stated. 
The  Longsight  Angling  Society  held  their  third  com- 
petition at  Disley,  and  disposed  of  their  prizes  to 
Messrs.  J.  Lord  and  J.  Frost  for  18oz.  and  Soz.  re- 
spectively. The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society 
announce  two  important  fixtures—  Sept.  22  for  the 
juveniles  at  Northwich,  and  Sept.  29  for  the  seniors  at 
Althorpe.  A  few  Kingfishers  from  Salford  journeyed 
into  Cheshire  last  Saturday,  killed  a  lot  of  fish,  and 
drank  a  lot  of  tea.  The  weight  totalled  over  Icwt., 
and  consisted  chiefly  of  bream  and  blisters  ;  one 
member  says  the  blisters  were  the  best  specimens. 
The  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  are  enjoying  an 
outing  into  Cheshire  to-day  to  a  private  water,  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  anglers  who  have  been  privileged 
to  go  there  and  fish.  At  last  the  Bollin  is  reported  as 
once  more  in  good  order,  and  several  good  catches  are 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Diseases  of  the 
Skin.  No  case  of  disease  of  tlie  sl\in,  lie  its  iiatuie  what  it  may, 
has  failed  to  he  lienettteil  when  tliese  potent  remedies  liave  heen 
properly  applied.  In  sciufulous  and  scorbutic  attections  they 
are  especially  serviceable.  Scurvy  and  eruptions,  which  had 
resisted  all  other  modes  of  treatment,  and  gradually  become 
worse,  have  been  completely  cured  by  HoUoway's  cooling  Oint- 
ment and  purifying  Pills,  which  root  out  the  disease  from  the 
blood  itself,  and  leave  the  constitution  free  from  every  morbid 
taint.  In  the  nursery  HoUoway's  Ointment  should  be  ever  at 
hand  ;  it  will  give  ease  in  sprains,  contusions,  burns,  scalds,  and 
infantile  eruptions,  and  may  always  safely  be  applied  by  any 
ordinary  attendant. 
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reported.  Mr.  Gurr,  tho  treasurer  of  the  Union  Chapel 
Angling  Society,  has  been  having  some  good  sea  fishing 
at  Brighton,  and  reports  bass  to  71b.,  and  plenty  of 
conger  and; fluke.  Our  contests  are  rapidly  nearing 
completion,  and  on  Sept.  7  probably  the  last  of  im- 
portance will  be  decided  at  Worsley.  On  that  dato 
the  ninth  annual  competition  for  the  liridgowatcr 
challenge  shield  will  be  decided.  Referee,  Mr.  Barlow, 
Wigan  ;  clerk  of  scales,  Mr.  Harkncss,  Manchester. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  members  of  the  City  Pisoatorials  fished  their 
third  match  of  the  season  on  Thursday  (Aug.  22)  at 
Attcnborough.  Seventeen  took  part  for  prizes  kindly 
given  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Jackson  and  the  house-boat  owners 
of  the  district.  These  also  entertained  the  party  to 
a  champagne  luncheon.  Mr.  E.  Winterbottom  won  the 
first  prize,  with  Mr.  G.  AUsop  socond,  Mr.  C.  Griffiths 
third,  and  Mr.  S.  Bowers  fourth.  Members  of  the 
St.  Andrew's  Institute  held  their  usual  competition  at 
Holme  Picrropont  on  Saturday,  when  tho  premier 
awards  fell  to  Mr.  H.  P.  Wragg,  Mr.  A.  W.  Bcales,  and 
Mr.  W.  Tupper.  The  City  Waltonians'  chief  outing, 
as  regards  cojnpetitions,  was  carried  off  on  tho  same 
day  by  Mr.  J.  Tcdy.  Barbel  anglers  have 
scored  at  Kelbam,  Avcrham,  Stoke-by-Newark, 
Stoke  Bardolph,  Flintham  Hills,  Holme  Pierrepont, 
and  Colwick  weirs.  Eoach  fishers,  using  creed  wheat, 
are  reported  to  have  done  remarkably  well  at 
Attcnborough,  Barton,  Shardlow,  and  Cavendish 
Bridge.  A  nobleman,  angling  with  Mr.  C.  W. 
Wright,  J.P.,  the  well-known  Notts  cricketer,  in 
Norway  has,  we  hear,  enjoyed  wonderful  sport 
amongst  salmon.  He  employed  a  Coxon  Ariel  reel 
and  averred  to  Mr.  Wright  that  it  was  the  finest  in 
the  world.  Should  the  user  see  this  note  he  would 
confer  a  great  favour  on  our  correspondent  by  com- 
municating with  him,  as  the  latter  has  a  handsome 
offer  on  hand  to  go  out  to  Norway  and  thence,  with 
the  cricket  team,  to  Australia,  sailing  on  Sept.  27. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  turn  of  the  Trent  has  come  at  last,  and  some 
capital  sport  has  been  experienced  on  its  many  popular 
reaches.  The  recent  rains  seem  to  have  done  the 
river  much  good,  for  after  being  "  off "  since  the 
opening  of  the  season  it  commenced  to  fish  well 
this  week.  The  most  significant  success  was  tho 
capture  of  a  fine  barbel  at  Laneham.  The 
fish,  which  was  caught  by  means  of  the  worm, 
and  gave  its  captor  some  good  fun,  drew  the  scale  at 
101b.  2oz. ;  it  was  a  real  beauty,  and  one  of  the 
best  ever  taken  out  of  the  famous  river.  Bream 
also  came  on  the  feed  very  keeuly,  with  tho  result 
that  there  were  some  good  catches,  especially  at 
Dubbholes  and  Dunham.  One  angler  alone  took  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  stone  of  fish  in  three  days  with  the 
worm.  They  were  tine  fish  of  good  weight,  running 
up  to  4|lb.  Eoach  anglers  were  anxious  to  be  busy, 
but  their  efforts  were  ineffectual.  Plenty  of  fish  were 
seen,  however,  so  there  are  prospects  ot  a  good  time 
later  on.  In  the  Witham  at  Ivirkstead  and  other 
places  anglers  have  done  well  amongst  the  roach  with 
creed  wheat,  the  best  fish  being  about  lib.  in  weight. 
Brigg  has  fished  moderately  and  the  Boston  waters 
have  been  disappointing,  whilst  the  presence  of  salt 
water  has  done  much  to  spoil  the  Wisbeach  fishing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  strong,  cold  north- 
westerly winds  blowing,  and  we  have  had  a  heavy  fall 
of  rain.  The  rivers  are  a  nice  height,  and  in  good 
condition,  and  with  a  return  of  genial  weather  sport 
should  be  good.  At  the  latter  end  of  last  week  the 
fogs  were  very  heavy,  and  the  temperature  very  low, 
yet  several  of  our  anglers  were  out  early,  and  caught  a 
nice  lot  of  grayling  with  tlie  maggot,  by  far  tho 
finest  fish  caught  as  yet  this  season.  The  take 
of  trout  is  very  small  indeed.  The  strong  wind 
has  both'  red  the  fly  fishermen  very  much,  yet 
on  the  Time  some  fair  grayling  were  taken  with 
the  Wickliam,  Silver  Twist,  Blue  Dun,  and  Green 
Insect,  aijd  some  very  fine  dace  were  secured  with 
Gnats  and  Red  Ant.  In  the  Severn  and  the  Avon  fishing 
has  been  very  quiet  for  some  days.  In  the  latter  river 
a  few  good-sized  bream  and  some  quantity  of  small 
ones  were  taken  with  stewed  wheat,  and  roach  took 
the  same  bait,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single 
good  basket  of  fish  being  taken  by  any  angler. 
On  Saturday  afternoon  (Aug.  24)  the  Worcester 
United  Working  Men's  Club  fished  their  third  contest 
at  Wyre— a  three  hours'  peg-down  contest.  A  large 
number  attended,  but  sport  was  very  slow,  and  no  fish 
under  3oz.  was  allowed  to  pass  the  scales  ;  the  weight 
weighed  in  was  not  large,  still  some  fine  specimens 
were  among  them.  Mr.  J.  Moukland  won  the  first 
prize  and  special;  second,  W.  Potter;  third,  T. 
Fletcher ;  fourth,  W.  Morgan ;  fifth,  J.  Murphy, 
junr. ;  sixth,  T.  Williams;  seventh,  F.  Lane;  eighth, 
G.  Baylis.  On  the  following  day  (Aug.  2.))  several 
clubs  from  Birmingham  and  one  Worcester  Club 
fished  contests  on  the  Severn,  and  the  banks 
of  the  river  from  the  Ketch  below  Worcester 
for  two  or  three  miles  downwards  were  fully  occupied 
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are  now  supplying  their  noted 


SPLIT  CANE  RODS 


(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel, 


/■ 


THE  GRANT 
VIBRATION  ROD 


Messrs.  CHAS.  PLAYFAIR  &  CO.  beg 
to  intimate  that  they  have  appointed 
the  following  firms  as  Sole  Agents  for 
these  Rods: 

CARTER   Sc  CO., 

137,  St.  Joliri  Street  Moad,  London, 

a.    E.  MILUER, 

19,  New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 

J.  MacI>HERSON, 

Church   Street,  Lnverness, 

ABERDEEN,  August,  1901. 


BOOTH'S   LINE  GUARD 

can  be  aftixed  to  any  wood  reel  in  a  fuw  minutes 
with  4  screws.  Protected  and  stainpi-d  on  each 
guard,  8(?.  Sea  and  pilje  size,  M.  eaeli,  3  ineli 
reel  size.  Tlie  best  line  guard  ever  brought  out. 
Send  size  of  reel. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  4s.  8d. 

Tor  Cash  Only. 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top 
b.-ig;  in  bo.x,  carriage,  id.  Balanced  handle. 
Is.  extra. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewcicjd  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  I'J  oz., 
price  S.v.  id.,  10{  ft.  ;  5s.  IM.,  11  it.  ;  cari-iage  id. 

BARGAIN.— Finest  Undrawn  GUT,  Retina,  as 
tine  a  2x  Drawn,  fli'st  quality,  20  in.,  3«.  M.  100  ; 
Retina,  next  tinest,  211  in.,  2'.s'.  llrf.  ;  23  in.,  3s.  bd. 
per  100.    Only  small  lot.    Be  in  time. 


BOOTH,  Fishing  Gut  Merchant,  HULL. 


NOiV  MKADT. 

Royal  8vo.,  sewed,  interleaved  with  ruled  pape 
Price  ONE  SHILLING  net. 


A  LIST   OF  BOOKS 

RKLATINQ  TO 

FiSH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SUPPLEMENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHEGA  PISGATORIA 


T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL, 

PUBLISHED  IN  1883. 

I7ti.«  Li-tt  include.^  Works  published 
betireen  1883  and  1900,  and  some  older 
Hooks  not  tneiitioned  in,  the  "  Bihlio- 
theca  Piscatoria." 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  5LA,RST0N<fcC0.,LTI> 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited 
'^t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 


A  HIGH-CLASS 


Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
**TIIE  GRAruiC" 

AND 

"THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC." 


"Full  of  well-written  stories."— The 
Times. 

"Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Moeninq  Post. 


Of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 
ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 

190.  STRAND.  LONDON.  WC. 


&  SGOTFORD 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Manufacturers  of  First-class  Fishing  Rods,  Flies  and  Tackle. 

THE    "  MULTUM-IN-PARVO  '   TROUT    RODS,  21s. 

SPECIALITIES    IN    BLUE    MAHOE    AND    SPLIT    CANE  RODS. 
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by  anglers.  Many  of  them  disgraced  the  name  of 
"  angler  "  by  catching  and  i)utting  into  their  frails 
small  fry  not  more  than  an  ounce  in  weight,  and  we 
were  told  that  these  fish  were  weighed  in  for  prizes, 
and  that  a  fourth  prize  was  one  by  a  fish  l|oz.  The 
York  House  (Worcester)  Club  took  no  prize,  none  of 
the  fish  coming  quite  up  to  the  3oz.  limit  allowed  by 
the  District  Association.  There  were  a  few  good 
catches  of  roach  and  dace  registered  during  the  week, 
and  taken  in  the  Severn.  Messrs.  E.  Stokes,  Key, 
Lippitt,  Thomas,  and  Rogers  had  some  good 
fish  at  Camp  and  near  Lenchford,  and  several 
fine  dishes  of  roach  were  taken  at  Kempsey, 
but  again  the  best  sport  of  the  week  among  the  coarse 
fish  has  been  had  at  Upton-on-Sevcrn,  where  the 
roach  and  dace  on  several  days  have  gone  well  at  the 
stewed  wheat  and  wasp  grub.  Several  gentlemen 
were  out  in  Weaver's  and  Griffin's  boats  and  caught  a 
lot  of  fine  fish.  Messrs.  Davis  and  Jones  had  some  very 
fine  roach  ;  Mr.  P.  Patey  had  about  two  score,  some  of 
large  size.  Messrs.  A.  Coombe,  W.  Walton,  and  C.  Evans 
had  each  capital  catches ;  the  best  time  for  this  por- 
tion of  the  river  is  now  coming  on  and  better  sport  may 
be  expected.  A  few  pike  and  a  lot  of  tench  have  been 
caught  in  private  waters,  but  the  former  were  far  from 
being  in  condition.  The  inter-club  contest  between 
the  clubs  in  the  Worcester  district  takes  place  at 
Pershore  on  Saturday,  Aug.  31,  from  4  p.m.  to 
7.30  p.m.,  and  is  likely  to  be  a  great  success  if  the 
weather  proves  favourable.  There  are  a  number  of 
prizes,  and  the  tickets  are  selling  well  we  are  told. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly  Angling  Society  have 
held  their  third  and  last  match  of  the  season  at 
Newton-on-Derwent,  the  weather  being  splendid  and 
the  conditions  favourable.  The  heaviest  catch  of 
fish  was  made  by  W.  Hardcastle,  31b.  12£-oz.  The 
heaviest  roach  was  caught  by  B.  Hutchinson,  and 
specials  were  won  by  W.  Hardcastle  for  the  heaviest 
eel ;  J.  Reed,  perch  ;  J.  Wilkinson,  dace.  The  Clifton 
Angling  Association  have  also  held  their  third  match 
at  Aldwark,  when  the  water  was  not  in  the  best  of 
condition.  Mr.  Styan  had  the  biggest  catch,  61b. 
15oz.  Several  of  the  party  had  nothing  but  gudgeon, 
one  showing  about  130,  which  weighed  21b.  9oz.  Mr. 
Styan  has  successfully  performed  the  "hat  trick,"  having 
taken  three  firsts  in  three  successive  matches.  The 
members  of  the  Tadcaster  Angling  Association  fished 
their  annual  match  in  the  club  waters  there  a  few 
days  ago.  There  were  fifty-six  competitors,  thirty- 
eight  of  whom  caught  fish,  the  total  weight  being 
331b.  Mr.  W.  Waites  led  the  winners  at  the  scales  with 
41b.  ISioz. 


is  low  the  dry  fly  can  be  used  with  success,  that  the 
trout  in  the  pools  will  rise  again  and  again  in  the 
same  spot,  and,  provided  the  local  fly  can  lie  imitated, 
good  baskets  may  be  made.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chair  closed  the  meeting.  A  meeting  of  the  committee 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  at  7  p.m. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgatc-street,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members,  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday  (Aug.  28)  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  H.  Grube  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of 
the  meeting  of  Aug.  21  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Reports  were  read  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Southend,  Deal,  East  Looe,  Penzance,  Ilfracombe,  and 
Ballycotton.  The  chairman,  with  Dr.  Patterson  and 
Mr.  Litchfield,  reported  having  fished  at  Southwick  the 
last  week-end,  but  had  not  done  much,  a  strong  gale 
rendering  fishing  from  an  open  boat  not  very  prac- 
ticable— five  bass  and  a  few  conger  being  the  only 
result.  Mr.  Tucker  tried  Southend,  but  it  blew  too 
hard  to  do  any  good.  It  was  reported  that  the  codling 
are  putting  in  an  early  appearance  at  Deal,  and  it  was 
expected  that  when  the  water  cleared  after  the  late 
breeze  some  sport  would  ensue.  It  was  reported  that 
at  Penzance  pollack  and  bream  had  been  caught, 
some  of  good  weight.  Shark  were  in  evidence,  one  of 
4ft.  9in.  being  landed.  The  customary  toast  of  success 
to  the  society  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  closed  the  meeting. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


On  Monday  last  the  meeting  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters.  After  the  ordinary  business  had 
been  transacted  a  telegram  was  read  from  the  vice- 
president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  who 
are  on  a  fishing  trip  in  Harris,  stating  that  rain  had 
fallen  in  great  quantities,  that  fishing  prospects  had 
brightened  considerably,  and  that  they  were  having 
good  sport  with  the  sea-trout.  From  the  accounts  of 
members  present  it  appeared  that  sport  on  the  society's 
waters  had  been  fair,  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  having  taken  a 
nice  basket  of  roach  of  111b.  in  a  very  short  time,  and 
Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  several  fish  of  the  same  sort,  the 
best  weighing  l|lb.,  from  Uxbridge,  while  the  chairman 
had  had  some  good  perch  from  Newbury  up  to  IJlb. 
It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  latter  fish  is  very 
rapidly  increasing  in  both  portions  of  the  club  waters. 

M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


pools,  for  the  one  angler  who  fished  them  got,  casting 
from  the  bank  there,  three  salmon,  besides  a  grilse  or 
two,  in  addition  to  breaking  in  some  four  or  five. 
Seeing  that  this  angler  and  Mr.  Sandeman  messed 
together  for  some  days,  the  latter's  lack  of  power  of 
ac(|uiring  information  seems  surprising. 

This  catch,  and  more  the  lost  fish,  proves  how  base- 
less was  his  caution  to  your  readers  that  the  water 
was  not  worth  fishing.  Would  his  caution  not  have 
been  more  useful  to  the  man  who  paid  his  pmli'iji' 
tLW  last  autumn  wlien  the  catch  was  also  three  fish  / 

Mr.  Sandeman  is  not  more  fortunate  in  his  account 
of  the  ownership  of  Qvilekval  when  he  talks  of  con- 
current rights  on  the  south  side  only.  Beyer  leases, 
and  I  own,  each  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  whole  of 
this  water— north,  south,  and  middle.  Mr.  Sandeman 
writes  now  that  he  had  understood  the  hotel  water 
to  include  '.jvilckval,  one  side  of  Saglioug,  and 
of  the  island  pool  above,  and  "  that  he 
had  expressed  his  opinion  that  it  was  not 
worth  while  going  out  to  fish  such  water"  even  for 
nothing.  Will  he  tell  us  how  he  reconciles  this 
opinion  with  the  extravagant  eulogy  of  the  (^vilekval 
water  in  liis  "  Angling  Travels."  These  are  two  quota- 
tions. Respecting  one  pool  there  :  "  This  always  holds 
fish  when  the  water  is  in  order,  very  large  ones  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season  "  ;  of  another,  "  The  angler  is 
certain  to  enjoy  some  fine  sport  in  it."  Of  the  two 
statements,  one  made  when  his  friend  had  the 
whole  to  let— that  the  fishing  was  splendid;  the 
other,  made  now  that  it  is  free— that  it  is  useless. 
Which  are  we  to  liclievo  ?  As  they  arc  absolutely 
contradictory,  both  cannot  be  true.  For  my  own  part, 
I  consider  the  two  about  equally  misleading. 

Mr.  Sandeman  writes  that  he  finds  this  water  much 
changed.  We  can  all  see  that  he  has  somewhat 
tardily  discovered  one  all-important  change  from  his 
point  of  view — a  change  of  owners  !  Of  other  changes 
I  know  none.  For  thirteen  years  up  to  ISSO  it  was 
entirely  mine,  and  for  the  last  three  it  has  been  half 
mine,  but  it  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  much  good. 
None  of  those  who  have  fished  it  can  ever  imagine 
how  Mr.  Sandeman  could  have  been  induced  to 
describe  it  as  he  did. 

The  differences  between  Beyer  and  myself  could, 
Mr.  Sandeman  is  sure,  be  settled  in  five  minutes,  and 
I  shall  frankly  tell  him  one  reason,  among  many,  why 
they  cannot  in  that  or  any  other  number  of  minutes. 
It  is  that  while  I  consider  that  such  mixcd-up  and 
disputed  water  is  not  worth  paying  for,  Beyer,  by 
reiterated  references  to  Mr.  Sandeman's  writings, 
easily  lets  his  part  at  high  rents. 

The  taste  shown  in  depreciating  the  fish  caught  by 
others,  as  well  as  their  methods  of  fishing,  I  can  con- 
fidently leave  to  the  judgment  of  yourseaders,  but  this 
much  the  least  critical  of  Mr.  Sandeman's  readuis 
will  be  assured  of,  that  if  he  had  caught  the  401b.  fish, 
and  if  the  barling  of  his  companion  or  companions 
and  himself  had  been  successful,  we  should  have  been 
told  little  of  red  fish,  or  of  the  indignity  of  barling. 
His  is  a  simple  creed  I  What  he  does  is  right ;  what 
others  do,  unless  they  pay  his  friend  rents,  is  wrong. 

The  remarks  re  natural  baits  and  broken  tackle 
have  small  application  to  me.  My  wife  and  I  use 
only  fly  and  artificial  baits,  and  we  brought  back  with 
us  this  season,  even  to  the  barbs,  every  hook  we  took 
out.— Yours  sincerely,  Euwd.  Sturdv. 

Aug.  26,  1901. 


FOX'S  PLY  DOPE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  Mr. 
T.  Wright,  the  letters  "P.  E."  stand  for  Fluid 
Extract ;  the  other  sign  which  appears  to  trouble  him 
is  without  doubt  meant  for  drachm  and  should  not 
appear  as  the  letter  "  z." 

The  word  "  dope  "  is  an  Americanism,  and  means 
"  drug  "  or  "  poison." — Y'ours  truly, 

Henet  Tisley. 
Herewith  is  the  prescription  correctly  written— 
01  Pennyroyal  ^ 
,,  Peppermint  |  ,  , 

„  Bergamot  =  of  each. 

„  Cedar  j     5i  =  1  drachm. 

Fluid  Extract  Quassia  j 
Gum  Camphor       3iv  =  4  drachms. 
Vaseline  (yellow)    5ii  =  2  drachms. 
Dissolve  camphor  in  vaseline  by  heat,  and  when  cold 
add  remainder. 

The  two  letters  "  M.  S.  "  which  you  place  at  the  end 
I  think  should  read  M.  P.,  and  have  no  bearing  what- 
ever on  the  prescription,  but  simply  mean  mix  and 
make  {Misce  Fiat).  H.  T. 


DEAL  BOATMEN'S  REGATTA. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  kindly  publish  the  fact  that 
this  regatta  will  take  place  at  Deal  on  Monday, 
Sept.  16,  1901.  As  many  of  your  readers  visit  Deal, 
and  know  the  boatmen,  I  feel  sure  they  will  be  pleased 
to  render  aid  to  their  regatta.  Subscriptions  will  be 
received  by  me  and  acknowledged  in  the  Deal  Mercury. 
—Yours  truly,  Henry  Ball. 

66,  Haymarket. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


TiiEEE  was  but  a  nnall  meeting  when  Mr.  C.  P.  F 
Buckingham  was  voted  to  the  chair  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  the  holidays  evidently  being  in  full  swing.  Fewer 
members  have  fished  the  Gresbam  waters  recently,  but 
several  good  trout  have  been  taken  there,  notably 'Mr. 
Cbasteney's  brace  of  21b.  4oz.  and  lib.  lOoz. ;  a  visitor  to 
the  water  had  a  nice  trout  of  over  21b.,  and  Mr.  Eldred,  a 
sixteen-inch  trout  and  two  of  fifteen  inches,  the  three 
weighing  4ilb.    Mr.  Mark  Davies  and  Mr.  Eldred 
together  at  Kelvedon  devoted  most  of  their  time  to 
clearing  roach  swims  of  accumulated  weeds  cut  from 
the  stretch  above  the  lower  water,  waterlogged  tree 
branches,  etc. ;  however,  no  take  of  fish  was  reported. 
Mr.  C.  E.  Porbrooke,  on  a  visit  to  Leigh  with  two 
friends,  took  seventy-seven  flounders  and  three  plaice 
of  from  Jib.  to  l^lb.  in  weight.    Mr.  Wertheim  took  a 
grayling  of  lib.  and  many  roach  of  over  lib.  during  a 
holiday  on  the  Hampshire  Avon,  and  fifteen  roach  on 
Monday,  Aug.  26,  the  three  largest  fish  being  shown. 
Mr.  A.  Zerfass  had  a  very  successful  time  fishing  at 
various  places  during  a  holiday  at  Scarborough  ;  he  had 
a  number  of  whiting  and  gurnard  and  some  large 
whitmg  when  out  with  fishermen  during  one  night. 
Fishing  off  the  Devonshire  coast,  bass,  pouting,  bream 
pollack,    and    very  large    horse    mackerel;  bream' 
31b.  lloz.,  two  of  31b.,  and  others,  fishing  in  twenty- 
seven  to  thirty  fathoms  of  water,  and  several  bass  and 
pollack,  whipping  with  eel  skin  in  boil  of  water  near 
rocks.     He  also    took    several  wrasse,   two  good 
specimens  being  shown  in  the  room.    At  Canterbury 
roach  up  to  l^lb.,  on  another  day  bream  to  31b.,  and 
many  siaall  roach  and  rudd.    Messrs.  Gill,  Connellan 
Uicks,  and  Walker  reported  having  visited  the  river 
Tweed  together,  where  they  spent  a  most  enjoyable 
Holiday,  being  favoured  with  good  weather  and  very 
comfortable  quarters.    Though  the  river  had  been  in 
very  good  condition  for  fishing  dming  their  stay,  the 
time  of  the  year  is  a  little  late  for  trout ;  however 
much  time  was  given  to  fishing  the  dry  fly  in  chosei^ 
pools,  and  some  success  was  met  with  trout  in  num- 
bers up  to  lib.  and  IJlb.  being  taken  by  this  means; 
tne  flies,  however,  required  to  be  of  the  smallest, 
inis  method  of  flshing  was  far  more  interesting  than 
the  wet  fly  as  well  as  yielding  the  larger  fish,  thou<^h 
It  was  very  hard  work  when  wading,  and  experience 
proved  that  at  this  time  of  the  year  when  the  water 


IlIGUBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  Attwood  presided  over  our  meeting  on  Aug.  28. 
Financial  business  occupied  attention,  and  the  treasurer 
was  instructed  to  draw  cheques  to  meet  various  ex- 
penses. It  was  decided  that  the  time  had  arrived  to 
arrange  our  u-ual  outing,  and  as  this  will  come  up  for 
decision  next  week  members  interested  are  requested 
to  attend.  Sport  has  been  rather  slow,  but  the  follow- 
ing members  by  perseverance  and  skill  have  obtained 
some  passable  results : — Mr.  H.  Dunn,  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Lea;  Mr.  Clements  reported  very 
low  water  in  the  club  fishery  bub  he  had  taken 
therefrom  thirty-five  fish  in  a  few  hours,  including 
perch  up  to  1  Jib.,  and  some  good  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr. 
Potter  reported  taking  a  quantity  of  bass,  wrasse,  etc., 
at  Shoreham ;  Mr.  J.  Parsons  some  roach  from  club 
fishery ;  Mr.  Westrup  perch  up  to  lib.  from  Lea.  Mr. 
T.  P.  Ward,  from  Ramsgate,  reports  that  sea-fishing 
is  almost  a  dead  letter,  and  that  the  tides  are  very 
unfavourable  to  successful  angling  at  Grove  Ferry.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  meeting. — G.W. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Amateur  (Derby). — Fasten  a  bit  of  white  feather  to 
the  top  of  your  float  for  fishing  after  dusk,  and  if  you 
use  a  lantern  it  will  show  up  well.  A  dark  green  or  a 
dark  brown  are  good  colours  for  your  silk  line. 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


PISHING  AT  EVANGER,  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Sandeman's  letter  in  your  last 
issue  displays,  as  men  of  experience  have  always  found 
in  his  writings,  want  of  knowledge,  recklessness  in 
statement,  and  much  disingenuousness. 

He  writes  that  Mr.  Kahrs  has  the  south  side  of 
Saghoug,  and  of  the  island  pool  above.  Neither  Beyer 
nor  Kahrs  has  a  yard  of  water  on  that  side  there,  nor 
are  they  likely  to  have,  as  the  entire  south  side,  land 
and  water,  is  my  freehold.  Nor  is  he  more  correct  in 
stating  that  only  one  fish  had  been  caught  in  these 


154 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


August  31,  1901 


POSITIVE  INFORMATION— HERRING  POUND 
IN  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  bought  a  sea-trout  the  other  day 
weighing  about  31b.,  which  was  caught  in  the  nets 
off  the  mouth  of  the  river  Aln,  and  on  same  being 
opened  discovered  a  nine-inch  herring  in  the  stomach, 
partly  digested.  This,  however  remarkable,  only 
further  proves  that  the  Sahiio  trutta  does  feed  on 
herring  in  the  sea.  Although  a  single  case,  is  it  not 
strange,  when  so  many  thousands  of  the  Sahnojiida 
are  caught  in  the  nets  during  the  season,  that  so  few 
cases  of  above  are  recorded,  especially,  too,  when  the 
herrings  are  about. — Yours  truly,       R.  H.  Hardy. 

Alnwick. 


ROACH  OR  HYBRIDS? 
Dear  Sir, — It  would  interest  and  be  appreciated  by 
most  anglers  if  Messrs.  P.  Merryweather  and  J.  H. 
Bridgeman,  who  lately  fished  private  waters  in  Bed- 
fordshire, will  kindly  state  the  correct  number  of 
"  rays  "  in  the  anal  fin  of  the  31b.  6oz.,  81b.  4oz.,  31b., 
and  21b.  15oz.  fish  they  captured,  which  were  reported 
as  roach  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  (p.  134)  of  Aug.  24, 
and  also  will  say  if  the  anterior  ray  of  the  dorsal  fin 
was  exactly  perpendicular  to  the  front  of  the  ventral 
fins.  If  they  are  unable,  perhaps  the  "  taxidermist  " 
can  do  so. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jardine. 


PLY  TAKES  A  CHUB  AND  A  PERCH. 
Dear  Sib, — Having  from  time  to  time  had  practical 
evidence  of  the  Fisliing  Gazette's  keen  interest  in 
novel  piscatorial  incidents,  I  venture  to  pass  on  a 
record  just  made  in  our  club  annals  —  namely, 
Mr.  H.  Belcher,  a  young  member  of  Sutton's  Angling 
Association,  a  fly  fisher  in  embryo,  who  also  cultivates 
the  art  of  photography  side  by  side  with  the  gentle 
craft,  has  just  had  a  novel  experience,  and  one  that 
rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  even  veteran  anglers — a  large 


THE  TENCH  AND  THE  SPOON. 

Dear  Sib, — Whilst  spinning  on  the  Tring  Reservoir 
on  Aug.  22  with  a  spoon-bait  I  was  much  surprised  on 
reeling  in  to  find  that  I  had  hooked  (by  the  mouth)  a 
tench  of  about  21b.  Speaking  of  the  capture  to  Mr. 
Street,  the  keeper,  he  said  it  was  the  first  time  he  had 
heard  of  a  tench  being  taken  by  such  a  bait.  Have 
you  or  any  of  the  subscribers  to  your  fascinating  and 
useful  journal  found  it  of  anything  like  common 
occurrence. — Yours  truly,  G.  H.  Jarrott. 

Aylesbury. 

[Instances  are  on  record  of  tench  being  captured 
by  the  "  spoon,"  but  they  are  very  rare.  The  tench  is 
a  "  bottom  "  feeder. — Ed.] 


THE  SLIDER  FLOAT. 
Deae  Sib, —  Having  noticed  very  heavy  bream 
amongst  the  weeds  and  water-lilies  in  shallow  parts  of 
rivers  and  lakes,  no  deep  places  being  near,  I  should 
like  to  know  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  fish  for 
them  with  a  reasonable  chance  of  success  as  for  carp, 
allowing  the  worm  to  hang  over  a  water-lily  leaf. 
Your  readers'  experience  on  this  head  would  much 
oblige  and  interest. — Yours  truly,      Slider  Float. 


Red  Palmer,  skilfully  thrown  by  our  novice,  was,  on 
Saturday,  Aug.  17,  cheerfully  accepted  by  a  small 
chub,  which  in  its  turn  fell  victim  to  a  rapacious 
perch  of  Iflb.,  the  latter,  after  a  grand  struggle,  being 
ultimately  secured  and  borne  home  in  triumph  by 
Piscator  Belcher,  who,  to  celebrate  the  capture, 
promptly  photographed  fish  and  fly,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  accompanying  illustration. — Yours  truly, 

R.  BowSHEE,  Hon.  Sec, 
Reading.  Sutton's  Angling  Association. 


POISONED  PISH  AT  NEWPORT  PAGNELL. 

Deae  Sie, — By  this  morning's  post  a  box  containing 
poisoned  fish  taken  from  the  River  Lovatt  in  this  town 
is  despatched  to  you  by  Mr.  L.  Kentish  with  a  view 
to  your  kindly  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  poison 
by  which  they  came  by  their  death.  There  are  tons 
of  similar  fish,  chiefly  dace,  being  fished  up  with  nets 
and  other  appliances  by  four  of  the  sanitary  men  of 
this  town  this  morning  (Aug.  23).  I  said  the  fish  were 
chiefly  dace,  and  magnificent  specimens  they  are,  but 
the  time  is  yet  young  to  hazard  an  opinion,  as  it  was 
only  yesterday  morning  they  were  first  discovered, 
and  at  present  it  is  simply  the  floating  fish  which  are 
being  taken  out  of  the  water.  No  doubt  there  are 
many  others  yet  to  come  to  the  surface.  There  was, 
however,  one  eel,  weighing  between  31b.  and  41b.  As 
a  member  of  the  Newport  Pagnell  Fishing  Associa- 
tion, I  sincerely  trust  you  may  be  able  to  discover  the 
constituents  of  the  poison,  so  that  it  will  be  possible, 
probably,  to  trace  the  absolute  cause.  This  is  the 
third  time  within  the  last  four  or  five  years  that  such 
a  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  has  taken  place  in  the 
same  river. — Yours  truly,  Angleb. 

[There  can  be  no  doubt  the  fish  were  poisoned,  and 
if  refuse  from  the  gasworks  has  found  its  way  into  the 
river,  there  is  nothing  more  deadly.  It  is  a  pity  such 
"  accidents  "  are  not  dealt  with  as  criminal  offences, 
just  as  poisoning  cattle  or  human  beings  would  be. — 
Ed.] 


EELS  IN  TROUT  STREAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  fished  in  various  trout  rivers 
containing  eels  and  other  coarse  fish,  and  in  every 
case  anglers  were  prevented  catching  eels  (especially 
at  night)  when  every  facility  should  have  been  given 
for  their  extermination;  and  instead  of  "no  night 
lines  allowed"  in  the  rules,  "one  shilling  will  be 
given  for  every  eel  caught  over  lib."  would  have  been 
more  to  the  purpose.  I  am  very  fond  of  stewed  silver- 
bellied,  narrow-nosed  eels  from  a  trout  stream,  and  I 
am  certain  that  on  several  occasions  I  could  have 
caught  some  good  eels  ;  and  would  it  not  be  better  to 
lose  a  few  trout  even  weighing  21b.  each  than  allow 
scores  of  eels  that  wait  toprej  upon  trout  spawn,  fry, 
and  yearlings.  I  believe  it  as  all 
rubbish  about  trout  taking  such 
baits  as  dead  roach,  dace,  bleak,  or 
gudgeon  to  any  great  extent.  The 
tackle  required  to  take  eels  and 
prevent  their  escape  when  well 
hooked  would  not  be  particularly 
attractive  to  a  trout  after  the 
delicate  and  succulent  food  of, 
say,  May  Flies.  I  have  been 
astonished  at  the  very  few  coarse 
fish  taken  in  a  well-known  river 
on  night  lines  on  large  hooks 
even  baited  with  worms  for  big 
eels.  On  lines  containing  hun- 
dreds of  hooks  there  would  be 
perhaps  one  solitary  barbel  or  a 
21b.  chub.  Surely  that  is  a  thing 
not  worth  howling  about,  when  I 
have  seen  anglers  (so-called)  de- 
stroy hundreds  of  small  dace, 
roach,  chub,  and  bream  with  con- 
siderable industry  to  gain  a  prize 
in  a  gross  weight  competition. 
If  anglers  are  allowed  to  use  live  bait  and  spin,  etc., 
in  the  Thames  for  trout  in  April,  I  cannot  for  the  life 
of  me  see  why  Lea  and  other  anglers  should  not  be 
allowed  to  fish  with  the  worm  for  both  eels  and 
flounders  in  rivers  in  which  a  large  number  of  eels 
would  be  taken  in  both  May  and  June.  If  one  class 
of  anglers  can  be  trusted,  why  not  the  other  ? 

The  fact  is,  of  all  the  rivers  that  I  know  where 
there  is  one  fish  taken  with  the  worm  in  the  Lea, 
when  at  its  ordinary  summer  level,  there  are  a 
hundred  taken  with  gentles  and  paste,  especially 
paste.  So  for  the  sake  of  a  few  chub,  perch,  bream, 
and  dace  that  might  be  illegally  retained,  these 
confounded  eels  are  allowed  to  gobble  up  all  the 
spawn  possible  in  rivers  all  over  the  kingdom  and 
work  tremendous  havoc  all  round,  and  that  at  a 
period,  mark  you,  when  no  angler  could  obtain  a  prize 
for  his  quarry,  and  many  of  the  fish  uneatable  from 
having  spawned.  You  can  take  my  word  that  a  great 
number  of  Lea  anglers  strictly  observed  a  close  time 
long  before  the  Mundella  Act  came  into  operation. 
They  knew  that  it  was  the  worst  policy  possible  not 
to  do  so,  and  acted  accordingly. 

Eels,  of  course,  are  cannibals,  for  I  have  caught 
them  with  elvers  in  their  mouths  (in  theArun  to  wit), 
and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  owner  of  any  trout  fishery 
what  amount  of  destruction  an  eel  weighing  a  pound 
would  commit  in  a  year.  Then  why  not  allow  eel 
fishing  on  every  occasion,  and  in  all  possible  ways  ? 

The  Wandle,  for  instance,  is  not  what  I  should  like 
to  see  it,  but  I  believe  the  trout  in  this  river  would  be 
more  numerous  if  the  eels  were  exterminated.  It  was 
only  the  other  evening  I  saw  an  angler  trying  for  eels 
from  the  bridge  at  Hackbridge  in  the  thick  water 
(after  rain)  with  a  lob,  who  understood  what  he  was 
about. — I  am,  etc.,  Tanto, 


ROUNDHAY  PARK. 
Deae  Sir, — Referring  to  your  reply  to  "  Trout,"  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  24, 1  should  like  to  draw 


your  attention  to  a  very  important  case  as  to  the 
Fishery  Acts  and  fishery  districts,  decided  on  April  30 
last  in  the  King's  Bench  Division,  and  fully  reported 
in  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  on  Aug.  3 — namely,  "  Stead 
V.  Nicholas." 

The  respondent  was  summoned  for  fishing  in  a 
reservoir  without'  any  licence  authorising  him  to  fish 
for  trout  from  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  within 
the  district  under  their  jurisdiction. 

"  Held  that  sec.  C  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act, ' 
1878,  which  extends  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  '  to  all  waters  within  the  limits  of  this 
Act  frequented  by  trout  or  char,'  does  not  enable  a 
fishery  board  to  issue  a  certificate  defining  any  waters 
of  the  same  character  as  those  referred  to  in  the 
Salmon  Fishery  Acts,  and  that  an  artificial  reservoir, 
though  frequented  by  trout  and  char,  is  not  under 
their  jurisdiction." 

I  presume  that  the  Roandhay  Park  lake  is  an' 
artificial  reservoir;  anyone,  therefore,  can  fish  for  trout - 
or  char  without  holding  a  licence  from  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board.  The  case  is  such  an  important  one, 
that  1  think  it  is  well  worth  while  to  reprint  iu  the  \ 
Fishing  Gazette  the  report  appearing  in  the  Justice  of 
the  Peace— Yours  faithfully,  P.  M.  Payne. 

Nottingham. 


NAILS  FOR  WADERS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  would 
be  so  kind  as  to  send  me  the  addvess  of  any  one  who  ; 
could  supply  me  with  nails  for  the  soles  of  waders, 
something  that  I  can  rivet  on  to  the  leather  soles,  as  ; 
those  I  have  previously  had  always  come  out.  I 
wrote  to  Messrs.  Anderson,  but  they  do  not  sell  thena 
separately. — Yours  truly,  H.  B. 


ANGLING  ON  BARTON  AND  SUTTON 
BROADS. 

[To  the  Editor  of  the  Easteen  Daily  Pebss.) 

Sir, — The  large  number  of  visitors  patronising 
Stalham  and  the  neighbouring  villages  is  a  great 
benefit  to  tradesmen,  house-owners,  and  many  others. 
The  extreme  healthiness  of  the  district  is  now  so  well 
known  and  appreciated  that  many  return  year  after 
year.  Angling  is  one  of  the  great  attractions.  Riparian 
owners  arc  now  affixing  notices  warning  all  those 
whom  it  may  concern  that  certain  waters  are  strictly 
private.  Sutton  Broad  is  announced  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  J.  Gurney, 
and  their  solicitors  have  authorised  Mr.  B.  Payne,  of 
Sutton,  to  charge  each  angler  a  nominal  fee.  The 
shooting,  which  hitherto  has  been  free,  is  now  strictly 
prohibited.  On  Barton  Broad,  since  the  Hickling 
Broad  decision,  the  water  bailiff  (Allen)  demanded  a 
payment  of  6d.  from  each  angler  ;  Cox  of  Barton  and 
Nickols  of  Stalham  now  charge  Is.,  which  possibly 
may  be  increased.  As  a  proof  that  this  charge  is 
resented,  on  Thursday,  Aug.  8,  only  four  boats  were 
noticed  on  the  Broad,  whereas  on  the  corresponding 
date  last  year  there  were  twenty-three  I  I  should  like 
to  point  out  that  if  all  riparian  owners  adopt  a  similar 
course,  anglers  may  soon  be  prevented  from  fishing  in 
Stalham  Dyke  or  any  other  part  of  our  waterways.  , 
Such  proceedings  will  result  in  the  loss  of  a  large 
proportion  of  our  summer  visitors. 

The  question  arises,  Whose  duty  is  it  to  defend  these 
public  rights  '?  In  the  interests  of  the  neighbourhood 
District  Councils,  which,  under  the  new  Act,  have 
superseded  the  old  Local  Boards,  are  compelled  to 
resist  encroachments  on  waste  grounds  and  open 
spaces.  If  so  is  it  not  also  their  duty  to  protect  the 
public  rights  on  our  rivers,  which  are  as  much  high- 
ways as  our  public  roads,  and  to  which  access  is 
obtained  from  the  public  staithes  of  Stalham,  Sutton, 
Barton,  and  Irstead  ?— Yours  truly,  Izaak. 


NO  COMPETITION  AT  ST.  URSANNE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  17, 
in  "Jottings  by  the  Way,"  that,  like  many  other 
papers,  you  have  also  been  misled  by  that  man  at 
St.  Ursanne  into  announcing  a  trout  fishing  competi- 
tion. There  is  no  competition  at  all.  I  send  you 
by  same  post  a  number  of  the  Genevois,  which  relates 
the  doings  of  the  same  man.  This  is  to  prevent 
English  fishermen  resident  in  Switzerland  from  going 
to  St.  Ursanne.  The  competition  exists  only  in  the 
imagination  of  that  local  idiot  living  at  St.  Ursanne. 
—Yours  truly,  J-  Coubvoisiee. 

TBOUT  PONDS. 
Dear  Sir,— Manuals  on  fish  culture  state  what 
aquatic  plants  are  supposed  to  be  beneficial  for  trout 
propagation  and  growth  and  what  are  injurious,  but 
unfortunately  some  of  us  know  so  little  of  botany  that 
we  cannot  distinguish  them  when  met  with.  Would 
you  or  some  correspondent  please  say  whether  any 
book  with  illustrations  of  aquatic  plants  is  published  ? 
If  so,  I  will  order  a  copy.— Yours  truly. 

Aqua  Puea. 
(Several  letters  we  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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when  they  were  visiting  America  or  Canada,  or 
wanted  angling  information.    That  thi.s  was  no 
Idle  otter  is  well  known  to  many  of  my  readers  who 
could  testify  to  the  thorough  and  cordial  manner 
iQ   which    Mr.    Cheney   gave   his   help.  "Rod 
Spmner    and  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth  will  I 
am  sure,  feel  his  loss  as  much  as  I  do.    He  was 
"^t^T/  %  «  ?°  f ^"Sler,  but  an  earnest 
advocate  of  fish  culture  and  in  1895  was  appointed 
l^ish  Culturist  of  the  State  of  New  York     To  his 
work  generally  I  shall  refer  on  another  occasion 
I  he  accompanying  illustration  is  reproduced  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  28,  1896. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


IOj.  6d. 
6«.  id. 

2s.  m. 

lit.  6(i. 


The  following  notice  of  him  is  from  Forest  and 
Stream,  of  New  York  :— 

A.  N.  Cheney. 
Albert  Nelson   Cheney   died  [at   his   home  in 
Glens   Palls    New  York,  on  Saturday  moming 
August  17.    His  death  was  sudden,  h"avingXen 
caused  by  heart  disease,  and  the  intelligence  of  it 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7th,  1901. 


DEATH 


OF  ME.  A. 

CHENEY. 


NELSON 


British  anglers  have  lost  a  firm  friend  by  the 
death  of  that  charming  American  angler  and  andin'^ 
writer  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  of  Glens  Palls,  which 
took  place  quite  suddenly  from  heart  disease  at  his 
home  on  Aug.  17. 

I  have  so  often  had  occasion  during  the  past 
twenty  years  to  refer  to  Mr.  Cheney  that  his  name 
and  work  are  well  known  to  readers  of  the  Fisliinq 
Qrazette.  To  me  the  news  of  his  death  came  as  a 
sad  shock,  for  it  is  but  the  other  day  I  had  a  lon^r 
cheery  letter  from  him.  When  the  last  number  of 
forest  and  Stream  came  to  hand,  I  turned  as  usual 
first  to  the  anghng  department  hoping  to  find 
some  more  of  Mr.  Cheney's  ever-interesting  notes, 
but  m  place  of  them  there  was  his  portrait.  Then 
i  thought  that  Forest  and  Stream  were  giving  their 
old  and  well-known  contributor  a  notice,  and  turned 
to  theleadmg  article,  alas  I  only  to  find  that  the 
notice  was  an  obituary  one. 

I  personally  owe  so  much  to  my  old  friend  that 
ms  death  will  be  an  irreparable  loss.  He  was  never 
tired  of  giving  any  information  in  his  power,  and 
Wi.at  we  owe  to  him  for  his  exertions  in  creatine'  a 
good  feeling  between  British  and  American  an-^lers 
will  never  be  fully  kno\vn. 

A  few  years  ago  Mr.  Cheney'suffered  the  terrible 
experience  of  losing  his  wife,  who  died  from  the 
ettect  of  shock  from  burns,  when  he  and  his 
daughter  were  severely  injured  in  their  attempts 
to  save  Mrs.  Cheney,  and  I  doubt  if  he  ever  really 
recovered  from  the  mental  as  well  as  physical 
strain  of  that  terrible  time. 

It  is  a  good  many  years  since  I  had  the  pleasure 
ot  proposing,  anri  getting  Mr.  William  Senior  to 
second,  Mr.  Cheney's  nomination  as  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  an  honour  which 
as  he  often  told  me,  he  greatly  appreciated.  At 
annual  dinners  of  the  club  I  have  often  referred 
V-  J  ir'  "^^y-  reminded  the,  members  of  his 
kmd  offer  to  place  his  services  at  their  disposal 


The  late  Me 


comes  to  his  friends  with  all  the  greater  shock 
because  he  had  been  apparently  in  the  most  robust 
Health,  and  there  was  no  premonitory  illness  to 
prepare  them  for  the  event. 

Born  a  farmer's  boy  in  Glens  Falls,  about  fifty- 
five  years  ago,  Mr.  Cheney  acquired  at  a  very  early 
age  that  passion  for  angling  which  abode  with  him 
through  life,  and  had  a  determining  influence  upon 
his  career.    He  was  not  only  a  fisherman  but  a 
student  of  fisn  life,  and  of  other  phases  of  natural 
iiistory.    He  was  among  the  first  persons  in  this 
country  to  give  attention  to  the  possibilities  of  fish 
culture,  and  his  aid  was  sought  by  the  United 
btate  Pish  Commission,  when  suitable  sites  were  to 
be  selected  for  Government  fish  hatchery  stations 
In  189o,  when  the  New  York  Fish  Commission  was 
reorganised,  and  the  office  of  State  Fish  Culturist 
was  created,  Mr.  Cheney  was  selected  to  fill  the 
place,  and  at  once  demonstrated  by  the  efficient 
discharge  of  its  duties  the  wisdom  of  the  appoint- 
ment.   In  all  that  related  to  the  practical  work  of 
fash  propagation  and  stocking  of  waters  he  was  in  a 
large  sense  the  Commission.    The  members  of  the 
board  recognised  his  ability  and  confided  in  it 


throwing  upon  h.m  the  responsibility  of  the  several 

w^  e  '^'l'-'^''''^   "P°"  "ndertaken,  and 

wisely  giving  him  untiammelled  control  of  his 

Tf  fi.h  ll  .r''  respecting  all  phases 

fish  cnlf    '     "  knowledge  of  methods  of 

fish  culture  and  the  interest,  enthusiasm,  executive 
ability  sterling  integrity,  and  conscience  which  he 
brought  to  the  work  all  combined  to  make  his 
administration  of  the  office  successful  and  valuable 
re.nTi  ^^grec    Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney's 

nn«^J    ^         years  as  State  Fish  Culturist  is 
one  of  splendid  services  rendered  to  New  York 
Always   an   accomplished   fisherman,    with  a 

river    J\ir   Cheney  was  among  the  earliest  con- 
tributors  to  the  Forest  and  Stream,  and  for  a 
number  of  years,  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
regularly  associated  with  it  as  a  contributor  of 
those    Angling  Notes  "  which  have  been  an  invalu- 
able feature  of  the  paper.    He  was  an  extremely 
vigorous  and  able  writer,  and  drew  the  material  for 
Ills  notes  from  an  inexhaustible  store  of  information 
so  that  in  reading  them  one  felt  that  here  was  a 
master  of  his  subject.    The  "  Notes  "  covered  an 
extensive  field,  having  to  do  now  with  the  methods 
ot  hsh  culture,  and  again  with  some  delicate  question 
ot  angling  ethics,  with  a  new  observation  in  the 
lite  history  of  fishes,  and  again  with  the  mechanical 
construction  of  a  fishway.    He  often  told  us  that 
he  wrote  his  "Angling  Notes  "  because  he  enjoyed 
the  writing,  and  found  in  it  gratefuLdiversion  from 
regular  work.    His  prolific  contributions  to  the 
forest  and  Stream,  those  which  were  contained  in 
the  New  York  Commission  Reports,  and  other 
papers  made  him  widely  known  as  an  authority  on 
fish  and  fishmg  ;  his  reputation  was  international 
and  his  name  was  almost  as  familiar  to  the  an^ler.s 
ot  (jreat  Britain  as  to  those  of  America.    He  "had 
an  extensive,  and  at  times  fairly  overwhelming  cor- 
respondence with  anglers  the  world  over  ;  probablv 
no  other  single  individual  in  this  country,  certainly 
no  other  one  of  his  generation,  has  been  of  practical 
heip  to  so  many  people  seeking  information  on 
angling  and  fishery  subjects.    Among  the  fishing 
societies  and  protective  associations  M-ith  which 
he  was  identified  were  the  American  Fisheries 
Society   and  the    World's    Fisheries  Congress- 
he   was   President    of    the   Mohican    Rod  and 
Gun   Club   of    Glens   Palls;    Secretary   of  the 
Eastern  New  York  Fish  and   Game  Protective 
Association  ;  associate  member  of  the  New  York 
Association  for  the  Protection  of  Fish  and  Game  • 
honorary  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  of 
-London,   the   Anglers'   Association    of    the  St 
i^awrence  River,  the  Vermont  Fish  and  Game 
Iveague,  and  the  Northern  New  York  Association 
tor  the  Protection  of  Pish  and  Game. 

Mr.  Cheney  had  a  winning  personality.  His 
friendships  were  many,  his  friends  devoted  and 
true.  They  were  bound  to  him  not  only  by  the 
charm  of  his  presence,  but  by  a  recognition  of  those 
sterhng  qualities  of  the  man  which  commanded 
admiration  and  respect. 


I  have  since  received  from  Mr.  Cheney's  daughter, 
Mrs.  Walter  P.  Leavens,  some  further  account  of 
her  father  from  the  Glens  Falls  paper :—  - 

"Mr.  Cheney  was  born  in  Glens  Falls  on  May  .3 
1847,  and  was  consequently  fifty-four  years  of  a^e' 
He  was  the  son  of  Albert  N.  Cheney,  who,  when  In 
active  business,  was  one  of  the  leading  lumber  manu- 
facturers of  northern  New  York.  Mr.  Cheney  attended 
the  Glens  Falls  academy  and  schools  in  Great  Bar- 
riugton  and  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  was  graduated  from 
the  Alexander  Military  Institute,  in  White  Plains,  in 
1865.     For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
engineering  and  construction   departments  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad.    In  1870  he  began  the  studv 
of  fishes,  fishing,  and  fish  culture,  for  which  he 
showed  a  great  aptitude,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
life  was  devoted  to  this  science.    He  early  acquired 
fame  by  his  contributions  to  Forest  and  Stream 
American  Angler,  SJiooting  and  Fishing,  Recreation' 
Outing,  and  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  London,  many  of 
which  were  widely  copied  in  the  general  press.  He 
was  also  frequently  called  upon  for  special  articles 
upon  different  phases  of  the  science  to  which  his  life 
was  devoted,  among  them  being  the  article  on  pisci- 
culture in  the  "  Encyclopasdia  of  Sport,"  published  in 
London,  and  he  was  also  a  contributor  to  the  last 
edition  of  the  "  Encycloprndia  Britannica."    In  col- 
laboration with  Charles  F.  Orvis,  of  Manchester,  Vt., 
he  wrote  a  book,  "Fishing  with  the  Fly,"  which'  had 
a  wide  circulation.    The  editor  of  "  Manual  of  Fish 
Culture,"  a  Government  publication  issued  but  a  year 
ago,  acknowledges  his  great  obligation  to  him.  Jlr. 
Cheney,  while  an  ardent  Republican,  never  held  8 
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political  office,  but  had  frequently  served  on  commis- 
sions   under  appointment    from    the  Government, 
and  had  but  recently  returned  from  Buffalo,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  jurors  of  awards  in  the  fish 
department  at  the  exposition  there.     In  1895,  as 
the  result   of   a   rigid   civil  service  examination, 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Morton  State  fish 
culturist,  which  office  he  held  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of 
the  fishing  interests  of  the  State  and  country  at  large. 
The  reports  of  the  fisheries,  game,  and  forest  com- 
mission since  that  time  were  edited  and  largely 
written  by  him,  and  they  have  been  the  most  widely 
sought  after  of  any  State  or  Government  publications. 
Mr.  Cheney  had  a  -wide  correspondence  and  was  con- 
stantly being  appealed  to  from  all  portions  of  the 
world  on  matters  pertaining  to  fish  culture,  and  he 
was  regarded  as  a  leading  authority  on  this  subject. 
Mr.  Cheney  had  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances, 
and  of  him  it  can  be  said  that  all  of  his  acquaint- 
ances were  his  steadfast  friends.    Genial  and  com- 
panionable, he  was  a  most  delightful  conversationalist, 
being  possessed  of  a  wide   fund  of  information. 
Among  the  many  societies  or  associations  to  which 
he  belonged  were  the  Eastern    New   York  Fish 
and  Game  Protection  Association,  World's  Fishery 
Congress,    American    Fisheries    Society,  New  York 
State  Association  for  the  Protection  of  Fish  and  Game, 
honorary  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  London ; 
Triton  Fish  and  Game  Club,  of  Quebec ;  Rock  Run 
Game  and  Fish  Club,  Vermont  Fish  and  Game  League, 
Anglers'   Association  of    the   St.  Lawrence  River, 
Northern  New  York  Association  for; the  Protection  of 
Fish  and    Game,  and    associate  member    of  the 
Adirondack   Guides'   Association.     He  was  also  a 
member   of   the  Army  and  Navy  Club,  of  New 
York,   and  the    Albany    Club.     Mr.    Cheney  was 
married  Oct.  10,  1872,  to  Marie  Louise,  daughter  of 
the  late  Hon.  and  Mrs.  Enoch  H.  Rosekrans,  whose 
tragic  death  occurred  Jvme  13,  1898.    He  is  survived 
by  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Walter  P.  Leavens,  with  whom 
he  resided ;  four  sisters,  Mrs.  Helen  C.  Woodrufi,  of 
Saranac  Lake  ;  Mrs.  H.  J.  W.  S.  Cooke,  of  East  Orange, 
N.  J. ;  Miss  Rose  W.  Cheney  and  Miss  Annah  A. 
Cheney,  of  Glens  Falls,  and  three  brothers,  William 
H.  Chenev,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J. ;  George  A.  Cheney, 
of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. ;  and  Fred  A.  Cheney,  of  St. 
Catharines,  Ont.    Mrs.  Byron  B.  Fowler,  whose  death 
occm-red  Nov.  6,  1900,  was  a  sister  of  Mr.  Cheney." 
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SEAL  HUNTING  IN  GEEENLAND. 

When  in  spring  the  fat  "klapmydser"  (Hooded 
Seals,  Cystopliora  cristata)  make  their  appearance 
on  the  coast  of  Greenland  most  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Julianshaab  district  proceed  to  the  outer 
islands  for  the  purpose  of  hxmting  them,  and,  as  a 
result,  some  of  these  usually  uninhabited  spots  are 
then  almost  over-populated.  For  these  people, 
indeed,  the  pursuit  of  the  klapmydse  is  about  the 
equivalent  of  what  the  reindeer  hunting  used  to  be 
in  the  old  days  for  the  Greenlanders  of  the  northern 
colonies,  a  period  of  unrestricted  social  intercourse 
and  of  plenty — plenty  of  money,  food,  and  drink. 
Their  bodies,  often  shrunken  and  emaciated  after 
the  starvation  of  the  previous  winter,  soon  become 
plump  ;  their  coimtenances  shine  with  grease,  and 
their  garments  with  blubber ;  the  children  are  in 
like  case  ;  the  coffee-kettle  is  never  off  the  fire,  and 
the  black  liquid  flows  in  streams. 

While  the  men  work  hard  all  day  and  bring 
home  one  huge  seal  after  another— they  weigh 
from  3001b.  to  4001b.  apiece — the  women  and  young 
people  occupy  themselves  in  feasting  and  dancing, 
and  in  cutting  up  the  captmed  creatures  ;  night  is 
turned  into  day,  and  sleep  is  taken  at  any  time  and 
anyhow.     When  there  has  been  a  good  take  from 
one  of  these  islands  the  scene  is  certainly  peculiar 
but  hardly  enticing.    The  rocks  become  red  with 
blood,  and  so  slippery  with  oil  that  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  stand  upon  them  ;  the  great  klapmydser 
lie  alongside  one  another,  some  cut  up  and  others 
intact,  while  piles  of  blubber  and  flesh  are  every- 
where.   To  judge  from  the  vast  quantities  of  meat 
that  lie  about  one  would  imagine  that  such  a  thing 
as  shortness  of  food  for  the  Greenlanders  was  an 
impossibility ;  but  such  is  by  no  means  the  case, 
many   of    them,   especially    the   women,  being 
extremely  improvident.    Instead  of  drying  all  the 
meat  they  can  for  provision  against  the  winter  they 
content  themselves  with  utilising  a  small  portion 
only,  allowing  the  rest  to  lie  and  rot,  and  that,  too, 
although  in  all  probability  they  have  starved  the 
preceding  cold  months.    Sometimes  they  will  not 
even  take  the  trouble  to  cut  up  a  seal  in  time  to 
prevent  both  skin  and  meat   going  putrid  and 
useless  in  the  broiling  sun. 

The  sums  which  good  hunters  can  make  during 


the  klapmydse  season  are  considerable,  but  instead 
of  putting  the  money  away  against  a  rainy  day 
many  spend  it  at  once  in  the  most  childish  way, 
and  get  very  poor  value  for  it. 

As  a  sport,  however,  klapmydse  hunting  is  very 
good  fun,  and  to  a  certain  extent  resembles  a 
"  drive  "  on  shore  as  there  are  always  a  number  of 
shooters  in   sight   standing  roimd   on  the  ice- 
hummocks,  very  much  as  do  sportsmen  at  a  beat, 
and  when  the  animals  are  plentiful  there  is  a  lively 
fusillade.    Shots  ring  out  every  here  and  there; 
when  the  performer  is  seen  quietly  reloadmg  it  is 
certain  that  he  has  executed  a  miss,  but  when  he 
is  seen  bolting  for  his  kajak  it  is  equally  certain 
that  he  has  hit.    Those  who  have  seen  klapmydse 
htmting  out  among  the  ice-floes  on  the  Greenland 
coast  will  always  bear  it  in  pleasurable  recollection 
for,  in  addition  to  the  sport  itself,  the  scenic  sur- 
roundings are  beautiful.  Everywhere,  as  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach— north,  south,  and  west— there  is  only 
ice  to  be  seen,  an  endless  white  expanse  glittering 
in  the  sunlight ;  far  out  at  sea  it  blends  with  the 
horizon;  here  and  there  stands  a  great  iceberg; 
and  a  few  little  black  dots  indicate  the  hunters. 
Trace  or  sign  of  motion  in  the  ice  there  is  none  ; 
it  is  as  if  it  were  terra  Jirma,  and  the  small  patches 
of  water  that  occur  every  here  and  there  look  like 
mirrors.    In  the  direction  of  the  coast  also  ice  is 
the  prevailing  feature,  filling   all  the  bays  and 
inlets.    It  stretches  away  broad  and  white  and 
cold,  the  dark  outline  of  the  islands  showing  out 
above  the   snowy   surface.    In  the  Julianshaab 
district  more  especially  a  strong  contrast  is  pre- 
sented by  the  rich  vegetation  and  smiling  green 
landscape  ashore,  while  in  the  background  rise  the 
highest  mountains   in   Greenland   covered  with 
eternal  ice,  glaciers  extending  far  down  their  rugged 

sides.  ,     , ,  -I 

At  this  time  of  the  year  the  klapmydger  are 
almost  invariably  shot ;  they  are  rarely  captured  by 
means  of  the  harpoon.    The  hunters  row  out  amid 
the  ice  until  they  reach  the  place  where  the  seals 
usually  make  their  appearance  and  take  up  their 
position  there,  each  on  his  ice  hummock  on  which 
the  kajak  has  been  drawn  up.    They  then  begm  to 
scrape  on  the  edge  of  the  ice  or  below  the  surface 
with  thin  bird  arrows.     The  klapmydse  is  of  an 
extremely  inquisitive  disposition ;  as  soon  as  it 
hears  a  strsmge  sound,  especially  of  this  kind,  it 
immediately  makes  for  the  spot,  and  generally 
comes  up  within  rifle,  sometimes  shot-gun,  range, 
and  remains  perfectly  still  for  some  minutes,  so 
that  there  is  ample  time  to  take  careful  aim.  All 
sudden  movements  are  to  be  avoided  as  the  seal  is 
apt  to  go  under  ;  he  comes  up  again,  however,  m 
all  probability  at  about  the  same  spot.    When  a 
hunter  has  made  a  hit  he  immediately  pushes  his 
kajak  into  the  water,  rows  with  all  his  might 
towards  the  creature,  and  puts  a  harpoon  into  it 
then  he  tows  it  towards  his  ice-floe  and  hauls 
it  up  thereon.    The  wounds  both  from  ball  and 
harpoon  are  then  stopped  with  wooden  plugs,  the 
forearms  are  tied  together,  and  in  the  skin  of 
the  abdomen  an  incision  is  made,  through  which  a 
ramrod  is  thrust  several  times  in  difl'erent  direc- 
tions underneath  the  skin,  and  air  is  blown  m  until 
the  creature  resembles  a  sausage.    The  hole  is  then 
closed  with  a  plug,  the  tow-rope  is  made  fast,  and 
the  seal  rolled  back  into  the  water  again,  where  it 
floats  like  a  cork,  and  the  hunter  once  more  takes 
up  his  position.    A  good  "  Fanger "  can,  when 
the  animals  are  plentiful,  often  kill  several  in  a 
day;  from  three  to  five  is  quite  common,  and 
sometimes  as  many  as  eight  or  even  ten  are  secured 

in  this  way.  , ,       ,  3  -  i 

In  the  northern  colonies,  where  the  field  ice  does 
not  come,  the  klapmydser  are  taken  both  m  sprmg 
and  in  August  with  the  harpoon ;  at  the  former 
time  of  the  year,  too,  the  rifle  is  used  from  the 
kajaks,  but  not  at  the  latter,  as  then  the  animals 
sink  at  once. 

When  wounded  these  great  seals  are  dangerous 
the  old  males  always  attack,  the  young  males  and 
the  females  often,  and  even  the  young  ones  are  not 
afraid  to  do  so.  1 1  j 

When  a  Greenlander  has  harpooned  a  klapmydse, 
he  utters,  as  he  bends  down  over  his  kajak,  a  pecu- 
liar shout  which  may  be  heard  a  long  way  ott,  to 
call  the  other  kajak  men  to  his  assistance.  VVhen 
the  seal  reappears  for  the  first  time  it  almost  in- 
variably "goes  for"  the  bladder  attached  to  the 
weapon,  and  should  it  succeed  in  destroying  that 
useful  article  it  is  generally  lost.  It  is  important, 
therefore,  to  make  other  bladders  fast  to  it  as 
quickly  as  possible,  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  to 
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distract  its  attention  with  the  lance.  As  soon  as 
it  receives  the  thrust  it  seizes  the  weapon  between  its 
teeth,  shakes  it  furiously,  and  "  goes  for  "  the  kajak 
man,  who  retreats  as  quickly  as  possible  ;  at  once, 
however,  it  receives  a  thrust  from  another  kajak 
man  against  whom  it  turns,  and  so  on  until  it  is 

killed.  .1. 

These  seals  possess  immense  strength ;  they  can 
drag  two  bladders  under  water  for  a  long  time,  can 
bite  great  splinters  out  of  the  lances,  and  can 
smash  them  by  taldng  them  between  their  teeth. 
The  captm-e,  therefore,  of  an  old  male  depends  a 
good  deal  on  the  quality  of  the  weapons  employed. 
In  North  Greenland,  where  these  creatures  are 
scarcer,  the  hunters  are  more  afraid  of  them  than 
of  walrus,  which  are  in  reality  much  more  danger- 
ous ;  but  in  South  Greenland  the  latter  are  more 
feared.  It  is  pretty  certain,  indeed,  that  the 
klapmydse  is  of  a  distinctly  pugnacious  disposi- 
tion, as  the  skin  of  the  males  is  often  completely 
riddled  with  wounds  received  in  battle.  Eugde. 


A  GUDE  KETTLE  0'  FESH.* 

My  last  adieus  being  waved  to  a  friend,  as  he 
stood  on  the  platform  of  a  London  .terminus 
and  watched  the  departure  of  the  train  which  was 
to  transport  me  some  four  hundred  miles  on  my 
way  to  the  Highlands,  I  sank  back  into  my  seat, 
and  in  a  spirit  of  genuine  commiseration  began  to 
compare  the  respective  occupations  awaiting  us  for 
the  next  few  weeks. 

On  the  one  hand  arose  visions  of  legs  wreathea 
fantastically  round  the  lanky  supporters  of  an 
official  stool ;  on  the  other  hand  the  pleasing  con- 
trast of  those  same  members  briskly  bearmg  me 
over  the  moors,  or  climbing  the  mountain  side. 
Here  eyes  were  poring  laboriously  over  columns 
of  £  s.  d. ;  there  carefully  searching  the  dim  dis- 
tance for  antlers  rising  indistinctly  from  the 
heather.  „.         , ,  . 

But  without  stopping  to  dwell  upon  the  journey, 
the  scenery  through  which  we  passed,  or  the  petty 
hindrances  and  annoyances  we  experienced  I  must 
now  beg  you,  reader,  to  transport  yourself  in  im- 
agination at  least,  if  not  in  propria  persona,  to  one 
of  the  wildest  "  straths  "  in  the  Highlands,  while  I 
take  a  header  "  in  medias  res.  .    ,  ^ 

On  the  first  morning  after  our  arrival  at  the 
hospitable  abode  of  our  friends  we  started,  fishing- 
rod  in  hand,  Donald  Mackay  and  the  landing-neb 
in  attendance,  intent  on  attacking  a  salmon  as  a 
beginning.  ^  , 

But,  before  proceeding  further,  I  must  give  you 
a  description  of  the  said  Donald,  for  whom  I  have 
conceived  a  great  admiration ;  and  would  that  i 
could  do  him  justice !    Picture  to  yourself,  then,  a 
lad  who  has  seen  but  sixteen  summers,  yet  not  a 
hair's  breadth  short  of  six  foot,  and  broad  and  well- 
built  withal.    He  wore  a  short  jacket  of  black  and 
white  check,  which  showed  off  his  proportions  to 
advantage,  his  "trewes"  and  plaid  being  of  the 
same  material,  made  from  the  wool  of  the  sheep 
that  roam  on  his  native  hills,  and  wrought  m  his 
own  Highland  home.     From  beneath  a  small 
bonnet  his  long  flaxen  hair  streamed  down  in  t^ick 
clusters ;  his  manly  countenance  ruddy  with  the 
fresh  bloom  of  health,  which  in  Scotland  imparts  a 
peculiar  richness  to  the  complexion  ;  while  his  eye 
beamed  with  intelligence,  and  his  whole  frame  dis- 
played a  union  of  strength  and  agility  rarely  to  be 
found.    A  glance  told  that  he  was  capable  pf,  and 
accustomed  to,  great  bodily  exertion  ;  and,  indeed, 
ttiough  his  years  are  yet  so  few,  many  is  the  adven- 
ture in  which  Donald  has  taken  his  share.  In 
climbing  his  dangerous  way  to  the  eagle  s  eyrie, 
ever  perched  on  some  almost  if  not  completely 
inaccessible  crag,  and  often  some  hundreds  of  feet 
above  any  safe  footing,  in  savmg  the  life  of  the 
sheep,  which,  tempted  by  the  sweetness  of  the  grass 
in  such  localities,  often  tread  their  way  along  the 
narrow  ledges  of  the  rocks,  until  at  length  they  find 
themselves  unable  to  turn  round,  and,  having  no 
idea  of  retrograde  motion,  become  terrified,  and 
either  throw  themselves  headlong  down  the  face  ot 
the  cliff  or  quietly  await  a  death  of  starvation 
unless  rescued  by  a  cool  intrepidity  worthy  of  the 
greatest  hero,  or  again  in  following  up  a  mounded 
stag,  with  such  skill  and  perseverance  that  it  is 
said  he  would  in  time  overtake  one,  even  though 
only  wounded  in  the  foot-and  indeed  m  all  trials 
of  strength,  patience,  and  nerve  he  is  without  a 

^*~F^^rorays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 
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rival.  Add  to  this  a  considerable  supply  of  natural 
shrewdness,  together  with  an  education  far  above 
the  average,  at  least  among  our  English  peasantry 
(for  he  can  read  his  newspaper  with  a  relish  and 
discuss  many  general  topics  of  conversation,  besides 
a  smattering  of  Latin,  which  he  acquired  as  a  foster 
child  at  the  laird's  house),  and  you  have,  as  near 
as  I  can  give  it,  a  description  of  my  juvenile  fidus 
Achates. 

But  to  return.  Donald  led  the  way,  and  we 
found  it  no  easy  task  to  keep  pace  with  him,  as  he 
strode  along,  or  rather  sprang,  from  one  "  moss- 
hagg"  to  another — by  which  name  you  must 
understand  the  tufted  lumps  of  dry  earth  which 
rise  from  the  bogs,  and,  like  so  many  islets,  or,  as 
we  call  them  here,  "  inches,"  in  a  sea  of  peat,  often 
afford  the  only  safe  footing  to  be  had  in  such 
localities;  the  spaces  between  being  a  black 
deposit,  frequently  of  so  great  a  depth  and  so  soft 
and  moist  that  one  false  step  may  involve  an  im- 
mersion to  the  neck.  After  some  four  miles  of 
such  travelling,  we  were  not  sorry,  as  you  may 
suppose,  to  arrive  at  our  destination  for  the  day, 
the  river  Redbum.  In  consequence  of  recent  rain, 
in  the  hill  whence  the  river  takes  its  rise  we  found 
a  tolerable  body  of  water,  and  so  far  matters  were 
in  our  favour;  but  the  Eedburn  is  a  sluggish 
stream,  and  requires  a  brisk  wind  to  produce  a 
ripple  on  its  surface,  or  the  fish  will  look  with 
indifference  on  the  most  brilliant  fly  the  angler  can 
produce ;  and  to-day  the  river  would,  most  pro- 
vokingly,  continue  calm  and  smooth  as  a  polished 
mirror,  the  only  breeze  being  athwart  the  river, 
which  it  was  prevented  from  ruffling  by  the  height 
of  the  banks.  Our  only  chance,  therefore,  was  to 
follow  the  course  of  the  stream,  in  the  hope  that 
among  its  various  windings  some  corner  might  be 
found  where  there  was  the  much  wished-for  ripple. 
Accordingly,  displaying  our  fly-books  to  the  experi- 
enced eye  of  Donald,  we  each  put  our  rods  together, 
took  the  fly  his  judgment  sefected,  and  began  our 
attempts  on  the  finny  tenants  of  the  water. 

"Long  did  we  strive  the  obdurate  foe  to  gain"; 

but  long,  long  also  we  "  strove  in  vain."  At  length, 
however,  our  patience  was  rewarded;  the  wind 
choj^ped  round,  so  as  to  blow  directly  up  the  stream, 
and  cheered  our  flagging  spirits  with  a  most 
enchanting  little  ripple. 

_  The  part  of  the  river  which  we  were  to  fish  con- 
sisted of  a  succession  of  deep  dark  pools,  worn  into 
the  peat  soil;  and  Donald  assured  us  that  after 
very  heavy  rains  there  was  a"graund"  current, 
and  that,  consequently,  at  such  times  there  "  wasna 
bonnier  feshing  in  a'  Scautland  "  ;  but  the  late 
rains  had  not  been  heavy  enough  to  produce  that 
much-desired  state,  and  the  nearest  approach  to 
the  appearance  of  a  current  was  a  slight  runnel  at 
the  head  of  each  pool.  Walter  took  the  lowest 
pool,  while  I  was  to  proceed  upwards,  promising  to 
keep  within  a  short  distance,  that  Donald  might 
be  available  to  assist  either  of  us. 

Scarcely  had  we  separated,  when  Walter  rose  a 
fine  "  fesh."  Donald  and  I  were  too  late  to  see 
anything  but  the  curl  on  the  water  caused  by  his 
unsuccessful  limge  after  the  fly.  The  "  fesh," 
however,  was  not  pricked,  and  we  left  Walter  in'a 
state  of  nervous  hope  that  he  would  return  to  the 
change. 

Now,  possibly,  reader,  you  may  be  disposed  to 
smile  at  the  bare  idea  of  nerves  being  affected  by 
such  a  trifling  cause  as  the  rise  of  a  fish  ;  but  you 
-  have  not  tried  it,  or  you  would  not  be  guilty  of  such 
an  egregious  error.  Your  only  acquaintance,  as 
yet,  with  the  "  genus  Salmo  "  has  been  as  he  lay 
on  the  marble  slab  at  yovu:  fishmonger's,  or  trans- 
formed as  he  lay  on  the  table;  and,  therefore,  I 
can  excuse  your  misconception.  But  suppose 
yourself  for  the  moment  a  sportsman,  or  rather — 
which  was  Walter's  case — a  Londoner  beginning 
his  first  season  in  the  Highlands.  You  have 
journeyed  many  miles  to  catch  your  first  salmon, 
never  having  as  yet  caught  anything  beyond  a 
trout  of  a  pound's  weight  or  a  jack  of  five  or  six ; 
you  reach  the  bank  of  your  river ;  you  throw  the 
fly,  selected  with  so  much  care,  at  first  timidly  and 
anxiously,  but  gradually  with  more  and  more 
confidence,  and  eventually  even  carelessly ;  at  length 
you  reach  the  extreme  pitch  of  negligence  ;  your 
eyes  dilate  as  you  yield  to  reverie ;  yoiur  thoughts 
become  scattered  as  you  whip  the  waters  mechani- 
cally ;  when  suddenly  a  slight  curl  appears  on  the 
surface,  a  sob-like  sovmd  for  a  moment  reaches 
your  ear,  as  though  some  troubled  water-sprite  had 
juat  sunk  beneath  the  wave,  and  instantly  an 


electric  shock  passes  swiftly  up  your  line  and  down 
your  rod,  which  at  once  dispels  all  your  "  castles  in 
the  air,"  and  awakens  you  to  the  reality  that  you 
have  just  lost  your  first  salmon. 

(To  he  continued.) 


AUTUMN  PEOSPECTS— AUTUMN 
LUEES. 


Now  that  the  nets  are  off  on  the  bulk  of  Scotch 
waters,  salmon  and  sea-trout  anglers  have  it  all 
their  own  way,  and  all  to  themselves.  The  pity  is 
that  the  prospects  of  immediate  sport  are  mean- 
time so  low;  but  there  are  evidently  sure  signs 
that  the  tide  is  about  to  turn,  and  soon  it  may  be 
the  happy  province  of  the  back-end  angler  to  find 
himself  at  last  in  luck,  and  enjoying  to  his  heart's 
content,  and  under  favouring  conditions,  a  renewal 
of  the  halcyon  days  of  a  few  years  back,  that  will 
in  a  measure  redeem  the  loss  of  the  later  spring  and 
summer  fishing  and  atone  for  these  later-day  all 
too  common  shortcomings. 

Mighty  floods  are  not  needed  to  bring  up  the  fish. 
If  there  be  sufficient  water  to  let  them  over  the 
shallows,  if  the  temperatui-e  of  the  sea  (or  estuary) 
and  the  river  become  uniform,  then  the  run  will 
commence.  On  the  Tay,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
Spey,  and  other  salmon  streams  the  autumn  fish 
are  already  either  being  landed  or  being  seen  in  the 
various  pools.  Such  mighty  streams  as  the  Tay 
and  Tweed  are  never  so  much  dependent  for  their 
very  life,  as  it  were,  as  salmon  rivers,  as  the 
shallower  Dee  and  Spey  and  smaller  Deveron  and 
Don  on  the  passing  hill  showers,  which,  if  denied 
to  them,  their  season  is  lost.  After  the  first 
autumn  spate  and  clean  out  not  much  is  then 
needed  to  start  the  autumn  run  and  keep  it  agoing. 

The  two  words  migration  and  run  are  by  no 
means  synonymous,  although  many  anglers,  and 
angling  writers,  too,  get  somewhat  mixed  up  in 
use,  no  doubt  from  their  ideas  being  somewhat 
confused  on  the  subject.  A  migration  goes  on  for 
a  season  in  spring,  summer,  or  autumn,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  is  known  as  the  spring,  summer, 
or  autumn  migration  respectively.  A  run,  on  the 
other  hand,  may  come  away  at  any  time,  and  may 
last  only  a  tide  or  continue  for  days  and  even 
weeks  on  end,  according  to  its  sirength,  and  the 
favouring  circumstances  of  the  weather.  Mean- 
time, the  autumn  migration  has  begun,  but  the 
rim  of  fish  as  yet  is  but  slight  anywhere,  and  in 
some  rivers  not  at  all. 

The  prospects,  it  may  again  be  repeated,  how- 
ever, are  brightening.  Several  fish  of  the  autumn 
migration  were  observed  on  the  Dee  in  the  pools 
above  Banchory,  twenty  miles  from  the  sea,  and 
two  of  them  were  got  last  week  on  the  Inchmarlo 
water,  while  on  the  Don,  Deveron,  and  Spey  fish 
are  either  being  seen  or  got  on  the  lower  pools. 
Every  tide  will  now  bring  its  quota,  and  every 
flood  and  semi-flood  its  run,  and  anglers  who  are 
satiated  in  the  meantime  with  their  success  on  the 
moors  will  now  find  a  welcome  relief  in  laying 
aside  or  otherwise  alternating  the  gun  for  the  rod. 

There  are  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and 
while  some  may  not  be  so  acceptable  for  the  table 
as  others,  yet  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  autumn 
season  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  migration  are 
little,  if  anything,  behind  the  model  spring  beauty. 
Besides  the  main  thing  is  sport  not  table  delicacies 
that  is  wanted,  and  provided  the  fish  be  otherwise 
useful,  either  for  immediate  use  or  kippering,  the 
end  justifies  the  means  in  pushing,  if  not  to  the 
hardest,  at  least  with  reasonable  zeal  the  chances 
that  so  seldom  come  in  the  salmon  angler's  way. 
In  this  connection  anglers  anxious  to  preserve  their 
fish  may  be  reminded  that  they  may  be  frozen  or 
otherwise  treated  in  the  "  cold  store,"  which  is  to 
be  found  in  every  centre  in  the  North — if  not  in 
every  small  village,  at  least  in  every  small  town, 
and  by  the  round  dozen  in  the  larger  cities.  But 
this  by  the  way. 

The  fly,  in  spite  of  all  rivals,  still  holds 
universal  sway  as  the  lure  of  lures.  It  is  often  in 
the  race  with  fresh  competitors,  for  every  season 
brings  them  forth  phcenix-like  from  their  ashes, 
for  in  this  respect  spinning  baits  in  whatever  form 
they  may  appear  are  all  very  much  alike.  The 
latest,  but  by  no  means  newest  rival,  is  the  sand-eel. 
As  a  deadly  bait  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  this  has 
been  known  for  long  among  anglers  on  those  reaches 
near  the  sea  where  eels  could  easily  be  procured 
for  immediate  use.    Not  till  formalin  came  to  be 


used  as  a  preservative,  however,  could  they  be 
used  far  inland,  and  now  we  believe  the  sand-eel 
(preserved)  will  be  the  favourite  lure  of  the  near 
future,  and  a  formidable  if  not  even  more  successful 
rival  to  the  fly  than  the  phantom.  Their  supply 
IS  unlimited,  which  cannot  be  said  of  any  other 
bait,  and  all  that  they  need  is  a  little  nianipulation 
with  a  phantom  head. 

Of  autumn  flies  little  need  be  said.  They  are 
usually  smaller  than  in  early  spring,  and  just  begin 
where  they  leave  off,  gradually  verging  into  bigger 
and  bigger  irons  a&  the  season  advances,  although 
the  same  largest  lures  are  seldom  used  in  the 
autumn  that  are  in  vogue  in  the  early  spring  just 
at  the  start. 

The  Jock  Scot  is  the  prime  favourite  on  river, 
loch,  and  stream.  All  the  world  over  .Jock  is  ever 
the  same  useful  fly.  It  is  a  faU-me-ncvcr  when 
dozens  of  other  prime  favourites  are  cast  aside. 
Yet  it  is  the  dearest  fly  in  the  whole  range  of 
fancies,  and  their  name  is  legion.  The  Gordon, 
the  Butcher,  the  Akroyd,  the  Eagle,  the  Doctors 
silver,  blue,  and  black— and  the  whole  gang  of 
white  wings,  red  wings,  mallards,  and  teals.  All 
have  their  special  favourites,  and  all  their  special 
claims. 

The  range  of  sea-trout  flies  may  not  be  so  vast 
as  that  of  the  salmon  or  brown  trout.  In  fact,  an 
angler  from  Shetland  the  other  day  showed  us  his 
cast  of  three  flies—the  Zulu,  Green  and  Teal,  and 
Butcher— with  which  he  fished  for  ten  days  on  end, 
killuig  on  an  everage  101b.  and  121b.  during  the  few 
hours  of  a  morning's  or  evenmg's  tide,  and  only 
changed  the  flies  to  replace  them  with  fresh 
duplicates.  Expert  anglers,  as  a  rule,  seldom 
move  outside  a  fixed  half-dozen  or  so  favourites, 
but  it  would  be  very  injudicious  to  stick  to  a  fixed 
set  of  flies  when  there  were  no  rises  coming  to  any 
of  them.  In  addition  to  the  above  three,  there 
are  the  equally  successful,  if  not  even  more  popular. 
Mallard,  Red  and  Teal,  Sam  Slick,  Hare's  Lug,  Blue 
Charm,  Silver  and  Blue,  Heather  Moth,  Watson's 
Fancy,  Malloch's  Fancy,  Murdoch's  Fancy,  and  a 
very  long  list  of  sure  killers  to  choose  froni. 

G.  M. 


ANGLING  IN  SMALL  STEEAMS. 


Those  anglers  who  have  been  accustomed  to  use 
nothing  but  the  artificial  fly  for  trout  will  "probably 
regard  worm  fishing  with  contempt,  especially  in 
small  streams.  There  are,  however,  many  people 
who  cannot  obtain  fly  fishing  on  account  of  being 
too  far  from  a  decent  sized  river,  and  therefore  are 
obliged  to  do  what  trouting  they  can  in  the  brooks 
within  reach. 

In  Devon  and  Cornwall  especially  there  are 
plenty  of  these  brooklets,  and  as  they  are  often 
situated  in  out  of  the  way  places,  very  little  visited 
because  some  distance  from  large  towns  and  rail- 
way-stations, they  are  not  over-fished.  Here  the 
quiet  angler,  who  may  be  fond  of  a  day's  worm 
fishing,  can  pursue  his  favourite  recreation  undis- 
turbed. If  he  is  not  a  duffer,  his  basket  at  the  end 
of  the  day  will  probably  contain  two  dozen  or  more 
bright  little  trout.  There  is,  however,  much 
pleasure  to  be  derived  from  this  class  of  fishing 
irrespective  of  the  amount  of  trout  that  are  taken. 
The  surroundings  of  most  of  these  streams  are 
exceedingly  picturesque,  and  even  if  one  does  not 
have  a  remarkable  day's  sport,  one  will  be  amply 
rewarded  by  the  beautiful  scenery  and  a  pleasant 
walk. 

There  is  a  certain  skill  required  to  catch  these 
little  trout,  perhaps  more  than  most  people  imagine. 
This  will  soon  be  seen  if  a  good  and  a  bad  fisher- 
man -^dsit  the  same  stream  together.  The  experi- 
enced angler  will  take  two  fish  to  one  his  companion 
does,  because  he  knows  the  likeliest  spots  in  which 
trout  are  to  be  found,  and  how  to  manipulate  the 
woi-m.  The  tackle  for  this  mode  of  fishing  is 
simple.  A  landing-net  is  not  required,  the  gut 
used  being  strong  enough  to  pull  out  the  largest 
trout.  The  rod  should  be  stiff  and  light,  and  not 
longer  than  eleven  feet ;  one  of  greater  length  will 
be  found  too  cumbersome  while  getting  over  hedges 
and  through  thickets  with  which  these  small 
streams  abound.  A  hair  and  silk  line  is  as  good  as 
any,  with  a  fine  gut.  collar  of  about  a  yard  in 
length.  The  hook  should  be  whipped  on  rather 
finer  gut,  so  that  in  case  of  breakage  the  main 
portion  of  the  cast  is  preserved  intact.  I  have 
always  used  the  fine  wire  round-bend  hooks  supjilied 
by  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  and  there 
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are  none  better.  They  are  as  sharp  as  needles,  and 
the  worm  remains  alive  longer  than  on  the  coarse 
wire  hook.  The  gut  to  which  the  hook  is  fastened 
should  have  no  loop  at  the  end,  but  should  be 
knotted  to  the  cast ;  this  entails  a  little  more  trouble, 
but  is  more  invisible  to  the  fish.  Now  you  will 
want  a  tin  to  keep  \\  orms  in.  The  best  is  an  oval 
tin  made  to  strap  round  the  waist.  The  worms 
are  thus  easily  got  at,  audit  will  contain  a  sufficient 
supply  for  a  day's  fishing.  Some  use  flannel  bags 
in  which  thej'  keep  the  principal  stock  of  worms, 
putting  a  few  into  the  tin  from  time  to  time  as 
they  are  wanted,  and  no  doubt  they  are  kept  fresher 
in  this  manner.  The  worms  should  be  scoured  in 
moss  a  day  or  two  before  using,  and  the  ordinary 
ones  obtained  from  rich  soil  are  the  best.  The 
hook  should  be  inserted  just  below  the  head,  and 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  break  the  worm,  nor 
tnust  the  hook  show  in  the  least. 

Every  caution  should  be  used  in  approaching  a 
stream  with  which  one  is  unacquainted.  Walking 
rashly  up  to  it  in  full  view  of  the  trout  will  probably 
frighten  every  fish  for  several  yards,  and  spoil  your 
chances  of  taking  any  in  that  spot.  If  you  cannot 
get  near  enough  by  walking,  go  down  on  one  knee 
or  crawl  until  you  can  cast  the  worm  with  safety. 
This  must  be  done  carefully,  the  rod  held  as  low 
as  possible,  and  the  worm  thrown  deftly  up-sti-eam, 
allowing  the  water  to  bring  it  down  in  a  natiu-al 
way.  Should  a  fish  seize  the  bait,  which  will 
generally  be  quickly  evident  to  a  practised  fisher- 
man, allow  the  trout  a  second  or  so  to  swallow  the 
worm,  then  pull  him  out.  If  the  place  has  not 
been  disturbed  one  or  two  more  will  very  likely  be 
captured  in  the  same  spot.  It  is  no  use,  however, 
fishing  in  one  place  for  more  than  a  minute  or  two 
without  getting  a  bite.  If  you  do  not  catch  a 
trout  almost  immediately  move  on  and  seek  fresh 
openings  in  the  stream. 

As  these  small  streams  are  often  very  overgi-own 
be  it  understood  a  good  deal  of  climbing  over 
hedges  and  scrambling  through  thickets  will  have 
to  be  done  to  enable  one  to  fish  the  water  thor- 
oughly. Many  anglers  neglect  the  best  parts  of  the 
stream  for  this  reason.  If  one  does  not  mind  a 
little  active  exercise  of  this  description,  it  will  pro- 
bably make  a  considerable  difference  to  the  contents 
of  the  basket  at  the  end  of  the  day.  For  in  these 
overgrown  places  some  of  the  largest  trout  have 
their  abode,  and  being  passed  over  by  the  majority 
of  anglers,  are  all  the  more  eager  for  the  worm 
when  it  happens  to  be  shown  them.  There  is 
generally  a  rustic  bridge  or  two  to  be  met  with  on 
every  small  brook,  and  these  should  be  tried  care- 
fully, as  often  many  good  trout  lie  underneath. 
Bridge  holes  can  be  easily  fished  without  the  trout 
becoming  alarmed,  and  fish  after  fish  may  be  pulled 
out  if  the  stream  is  well  stocked.  I  have  caught 
over  a  dozen  from  one  bridge  hole,  and  three  or  four 
is  not  by  any  means  unusual. 

One  should  not  make  an  excursion  of  this  sort 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  seeing  how  many  trout  can 
be  caught,  but  rather  to  enjoy  a  pleasant  outing  in 
the  country.  Many  are  the  delightful  days  I  have 
spent  in  this  fashion,  but  one  red-letter  day  I  shall 
always  remember. 

We  had  been  stopping  at  a  small  village  on  the 
Cornish  coast  for  the  sake  of  the  sea  fishing.  The 
wind,  however,  was  in  the  wrong  quarter  for 
launching  a  boat,  so  perforce  we  were  obliged  to 
look  out  for  some  other  means  of  gratifying  our 
ambitions  in  the  angling  line.  On  consulting  the 
map  of  the  district  we  discovered  that  there  was  a 
small  stream  situated  some  five  miles  away,  and 
this  we  determined  to  investigate.  It  might  con- 
tain trout,  or  it  might  not.  At  any  rate,  there 
would  be  no  harm  in  prospecting  it,  and  if  we  did 
not  catch  anything  we  should  still  have  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  nice  walk  along  the  moors.  We  were 
rather  short  of  small  hooks,  but  eventually  used 
some  we  had  brought  with  us  for  sea  fishing. 
They  were  coarse  for  trout,  but  we  had  nothing 
better  and  were  obliged  to  make  them  do.  Our 
rods  we  had  fortunately  with  us,  and  we  used  them 
sometimes  for  bass  fishing  or  pollacking  off  the 
pier  head. 

We  obtained  the  assistance  of  an  old  coast- 
guardsman  who  procured  us  a  plentiful  supply  of 
worms,  and  the  next  morning  started  off  early. 
After  taking  two  or  three  wrong  turnings  on  the 
moors  we  ultimately  arrived  at  the  stream.  It  did 
not,  however,  come  up  to  our  expectations  as  to 
size,  for  it  was  a  mere  dribble  in  which  a  trout 
could  hardly  swim.  Nevertheless,  lower  down  the 
stream  widened  into  some  fair-sized  pools,  which 
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seemed  large  enough  to  contain  fish,  and  in  these 
we  commenced  operations.  We  soon  found  that 
the  brook  swarmed  with  small  trout,  and  out  of 
every  spot  that  was  at  all  worth  trying  we  caught 
several.  Probably  no  angler  had  visited  the  stream 
for  years,  which  would  account  for  the  trout  being 
so  thoroughly  unsophisticated.  The  weather  was 
not  favourable  for  worm  fishing,  it  being  a  hot 
summer's  day  with  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky,  yet  this 
did  not  affect  the  appetite  of  the  trout  in  the  least. 
They  took  the  bait  as  soon  as  it  was  oti'ered  them, 
and  one  would  have  thought  that  they  had  never 
seen  a  worm  in  their  lives  before.  But  if  the  fish 
were  biting  well  so  were  the  flies.  They  were 
dreadfully  troublesome,  and  we  were  just  as  busily 
employed  in  driving  them  away  as  we  were  in 
catching  trout.  My  companion  said  that  my  face 
was  invisible  owing  to  the  myriads  of  flies  that 
were  annoying  me,  and  I  could  well  believe  it. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  brook  was  over- 
grown with  dense  bushes  which  rendered  it 
unfishable ;  but  where  it  was  at  all  possible  to 
introduce  a  worm  we  always  got  a  trout  or  two. 
Near  where  it  entered  the  sea  we  came  upon  one 
or  two  really  large  pools  amongst  the  rooks.  In 
one  of  these,  after  having  experienced  much 
difficulty  in  getting  near  owing  to  the  rough  nature 
of  the  ground,  I  caught  a  half-pounder,  the  largest 
fish  of  the  day. 

Having  fished  right  down  to  the  beach  where 
the  stream  entered  the  sea,  we  returned  to  where 
we  had  commenced,  getting  a  good  many  more  fish 
on  the  way.  When  we  left  off  fishing  in  the 
evening  our  bag  amounted  to  sixty-foru:  trout — as 
many  as  we  could  conveniently  carry  back.  I  have 
fished  the  stream  since,  but  never  had  anything 
like  the  sport  I  enjoyed  on  that  August  day. 

P.  L.  Haslope. 


HIGHLAND  MOOES  AND 
STEEAMS. 


Now  that  the  angling  season  is  all  but  over,  and 
the  grouse  season  is  just  beginning,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  look  at  one  of  the  most  curious 
features  of  civUised  life — the  desire  which  seizes 
hundreds  of  sensible  heads  of  families  and  causes 
them  to  forsake  their  own  comfortable  and  well- 
appointed  homes  and  transport  themselves  to  the 
hills — those  eternal  sundials  that  tell  the  shepherd 
the  passing  hours — to  where  the  smell  of  peat-reek 
fiUs  one's  nostrils,  and  where  in  one's  throat  is  the 
flavour  of  usquebaugh.  During  the  season  there 
are  thousands  in  our  glens  busy  with  the  legal 
killing  of  grouse,  spending  money  and  giving 
employment,  doubling  the  rents  of  proprietors  and 
reducing  the  taxes  of  tenants,  employing  tradesmen 
where  otherwise  there  would  be  nothing  for  them 
to  do,  opening  roads  to  out-of-the-way  places,  and 
causing  money  to  flow  into  the  country.  The  red 
grouse  is  a  bird  of  great  social  importance,  every 
season  greatly  benefiting  the  Highlands.  It  is  also 
interesting  as  being  the  only  bird  (now  that  the 
Large  Copper  has  gone,  as  it  has  gone  within  living 
memory),  the  only  indigenous  form  of  life,  found  in 
the  British  Islands,  and  nowhere  else  in  the  world. 
The  Highland  heaths  and  moors  are  its  favourite 
home.  Every  tourist  must  have  seen  too  often  the 
ruins  of  homesteads,  cleared  out  to  make  room  for 
sheep  runs  and  deer  forests.  None  of  these  clear- 
ances have  been  made  for  grouse.  The  red  grouse 
thrives  and  multiplies  in  crowded  glens  quite  as 
well  as  where  districts  have  been  laid  waste. 

Before  the  grouse  season  one  is  tired  and  jaded. 
The  whole  man,  body  and  soul,  is  out  of  tune  and 
harsh,  fagged  with  business,  eaten  up  with 
impatience,  haunted  with  visions  of  vacation,  and 
is  fain  to  behold  the  sunset,  not  through  the 
smoked  glass  of  towns,  but  gloriously  through  the 
clearness  of  enkindled  air ;  to  make  the  acquaintance 
of  a  sunrise  which,  to  a  dweller  in  a  town  who 
conforms  with  the  proprieties,  is  one  of  the  rarest 
of  the  world's  sights.  One  is  fain  to  escape  from 
the  distraction  of  business,  the  gay  dissipations  of 
the  city,  to  the  free,  unrestrained  seclusion  of  some 
spot  among  the  moors,  where  the  jaded  hand  and 
brain  find  repose. 

One  flourishes  like  a  flower  in  the  bracing  moun- 
tain air,  perfumed  with  heather  blooms  and  wild 
flowers,  and  is  transplanted  o3t  of  the  fictitious 
atmosphere  of  civilisation  and  the  cramping  air  of 
taskwork  into  the  region  of  poetry  and  freedom. 
Among  the  quiet  and  serene  retreat  of  the  moors 
the  fevered  conventional  life,  being  brought  face  to 
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face  with  the  calm  and  purity  of  nature,  reverts 
to  its  primitive  simplicity ;  the  mind  recovers  its 
original  elasticity ;  the  heart  glows  with  its  natural 
M-armth ;  tlie  hurried  pulse  beats  a  wholesome 
measure ;  evil  dreams  roll  ofl'  the  slumbers ; 
indigestion' dies.  A  fund  of  superfluous  liealth  is 
stored  up  that  can  be  drawn  upon  for  the  rest  of 
the  year. 

There  is  a  beautN'  and  fascination  in  the  solitude 
of  the  hiUs  wWch  make  the  heart  feel  revived  by 
the  silent,  serene,  solitary  prospect.  The  moors 
are  always  in  changeful  mood,  as  bathed  in  sunshine 
or  overshadowed  by  cloud.  In  the  clear  light  every 
eminence  stands  out  in  distinct  outline,  but  dim 
and  indistinct  in  the  shade — at  one  time  invested 
with  a  transparent  atmosphere  in  wliich  the  com- 
monest and  meanest  objects  are  idealised  as  in  a 
picture  ;  at  another  great  masses  of  sharply  defined' 
shadows  from  the  clouds  lie  like,  pine  forests  on  the 
hillsides ;  or  like  a  cloud  of  molten  gold  welling 
over  the  brim  of  a  thunder  cloud  streams  down  and 
irradiates  with  concentrated  glory  a  single  spot, 
which  gleams  out  from  the  surrounding  gloom  like 
a  lonely  isle  in  a  stormy  ocean. 

The  moors  are  also  interesting  in  that  they  are 
immeasurably  old,  older  than  the  Alps,  Andes,  or 
Himalayas.  The  hieroglyphics  carved  by  ice  upon 
the  rocks  and  chronicled  by  the  moraines  in  the" 
valleys  tell  of  a  time  when  they  were  covered  with 
great  ice-fields  ;  and  the  flowers  found  in  the  cliffs 
and  corries  are  tJie  oldest  members  of  our  flora,  the 
relics  of  the  age  when  the  musk-ox  and  Arctic 
lemming  lived  in  Britain,  and  when  the  reindeer 
was  found  as  far  south  as  France. 

To  the  lessees  of  moors  there  are  besides  the 
exciting  nature  of  the  sport  itself,  the  feelings  of 
emulation  raised  among  sportsmen  ;  the  \  igilance 
and  wildness  of  the  birds,  requiring  skill  and  caution 
in  approaching  them  ;  the  thrill  of  expectation  as 
the  well-trained  dogs  suddenly  stop  and  point  -w  ith 
anxious  look  to  the  spot  where  a  co\  ey  i-3  nestled  ; 
the  sudden  startling  whirr  of  the  birds  ascending 
at  being  approached  ;  the  satisfaction  of  bringing 
down  the  plumpest  of  them ;  the  rustic  luncheon 
beside  the  spring  ;  and  the  return  amid  the  splendour 
of  the  setting  sun  with  well-filled  bag  to  be  greeted 
with  warm  praises  from  rosy  lips  and  the  fond  look 
of  loving  eyes.  And  even  the  misliaps  add  zest  to 
the  sport — the  co-bec-bey  of  an  old  cock  flying 
away  unhurt  as  if  laughing  at  your  disappointment ; 
the  false  scent  of  the  dogs;  the  wildness  of  the 
game;  the  occasional  wettings  and  flounderings 
in  treacherous  bogs — all  give  a  fascination  to 
sliooting  on  the  moors,  and  throw  a  lialo  of  pleasure 
roimd  the  Festival  of  St.  Grouse. 

Were  our  utilitarian  friends  to  visit  many  of  the 
Highland  wilds  they  would  exclaim,  "  Why,  it 
would  require  so  many  acres  of  these  haags  and 
rocks  to  feed  a  sheep  or  a  bullock  ;  and  hay,  corn, 
turnips,  mangel-wurzels  are  out  of  the  question  I  " 
No  one  denies  that,  my  good  friends ;  let  us  not 
dispute  about  it.  But  Nature  produces  other  crops 
than  these — crops  that  cannot  be  valued  by  any 
money  standard.  These  rocks,  bogs,  and  moors 
may  graze  but  few  sheep  ;  the  money  they  represent 
is  but  small,  but  they  give  an  increase  of  strength, 
a  renewal  of  nerve  force  to  those  who  wander  over 
them,  not  to  be  estimated  by  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.  That  little  trouting  stream,  farmed  on  the 
most  utilitarian  principles,  would  go  only  a  short 
way  towards  feeding  a  town.  But  the  same  stream 
does  lead  many  a  one  out  into  the  meadows, 
insensibly  inhaling  the  influences  of  the  air  and 
the  sunlight,  the  woods  and  the  hills,  to  his  own 
profit,  and  the  benefit  of  all  with  whom  he  is 
asscjiated.  With  gun  or  rod  in  his  hand,  on  moor 
or  river,  a  man  is  better,  larger  in  heart  or  mind. 
He  becomes  himself ;  the  layers  of  self-interest 
and  prejudice  which  circumstances  have  placed 
about  him  disappear.  He  forgives  and  forgets ; 
his  vision  opens  and  his  heart  expands.  The 
ripple  and  splash  of  the  streams,  the  sough  of  the 
wind  on  the  moors,  the  passage  and  call,  either 
cheerful  or  plaintive,  of  birds,  the  deer  rushing 
past  like  a  gust  of  wind ;  the  croak  of  the 
ptarmigan,  or  the  whirr  of  the  grouse,  stroke  away 
the  heavy  ache  of  labour ;  and  the  hills,  whose 
very  curves  against  the  sky  are  soothing  in  their 
slumberous,  reposeful  outline,  charm  the  inner  soul 
into  accord  with  earth,  and  melt  away  the  wound 
of  sternness  of  thought.  We  derive  elasticity  of 
spirit  from  moor  and  river,  which  stands  us  in  good 
stead  when  we  return  to  the  realities  of  life. 
Good  health,  brightness  of  spirit,  and  cheerfulness 
of  manner  are  worth  no  small  sum  yearly.  Our 
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fields  and  woods,  our  moors  and  rivers,  are  our 
playgrounds  from  which  we  come  strong  and  ready 
to  fight  the  battles  of  life.  Thought,  heart,  and 
body  are  alike  recruited,  and  energy  is  stored  up  for 
hard  work.  On  the  wastes,  vigour  of  frame,  and 
that  mdefinite  nerve  power  which  is  more  valuable 
than  muscular  strength,  is  gathered  up.  Verily, 
there  are  treasures  on  the  moors  and  by  the 
streams  more  valuable  than  money.  Iasgair. 
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NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

{From  the  "Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gkevillb  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  143.) 

CHAPTEE  YIL— continued. 


Pishing  in  the  Yare.— The  following  extract 
from  the  Field  of  Nov.  14,  1863,  gives  a  good 
account  of  one  of  the  Norfolk  rivers  : — 

"  Three  days'   roach  fishing  on  the   Tare  (at 
Buckenham).— The  following  morning  we  rose  at 
seven  ;  cloudy,  with  a  strong  wind,  rather  too 
much  of  it,  but  from  the  right  quarter.    This  was 
my  first  visit  to  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the 
first  thing  I  missed  was  a  boatman.    The  ferry- 
boy  offered  his  services  to  move  the  boat,  and 
whilst  we  were  putting  the  rods  together  he  came 
alongside,  and,  with  a  grave  countenance,  demanded, 
'  Do  yo  want  ony  doomps,  sar  ?  '    My  cockney 
simplicity  asked  a  little  further  explanation,  not 
thmking  the  lad  alluded  to  ground-bait,  of  which 
fve  told  him  to  mix  a  dozen  large  balls.  Another 
important  thing  to  be  remembered  is  bait,  not  a 
.    gentle  or  brandlmg  to  be  had  here.    Fortunately,  I 
had  a  scant  supply  m  my  basket  from  London, 
quite  an  after-thought,  for  it  was  the  quality  of  the 
bait  caused  me  to  bring  it,  little  thinking  there  was 
none  at  all  at  Buckenham.    Well,  at  ten  o'clock 
we  were  fairly  at  work,  about  fifty  yards  from  the 
ferry.    The  boat  being  sideways,  or  on  a  line  with 
the  bank,  the  rod  at  the  bow  had  the  longest  swim. 
The  plumb  showed  a  fair  level  bottom,  with  all 
12ft.  of  water.    In  with  some  '  doomps,'  and  our 
day's  sport  began.    The  first  swim  was  a  roach 
each,  and  a  rattling  day's  take  we  had.    At  two 
the  boy  fetched  us  to  dinner,  and  in  an  hour  or  so 
we  were  back  again,  winding  up  at  six  for  tea.  We 
had  a  bushel  basket  each  to  keep  our  fish  in,  and  a 
trifling  wager  caused  us  to  take  stock  on  the  lawn  ; 
result— Mr.  Dodge,  112  roach  ;  myself,  136.  Their 
weight  we  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining,  but 
it  rnust  have  been  considerable  ;  pound  roach  were 
not  scarce,  and  half-pounders  common  ;  not  a  dace 
in  either  basket.    One  or  two  trifling  drawbacks 
limited  the  day's  sport,  good  as  it  was.    Our  lines 
were  not  heavy  enough  for  the  swim.    I  wanted  a 
much  larger  float,  with  twice  the  number  of  shot ; 
a  third  of  the  swim  was  gone  before  the  line  fairly 
settled.    Another  thing  to  be  mentioned  is  the 
fatigue  of  a  day's  fishing  in  such  deep  water ;  we 
were  fairly  tired  out  with  working  something  like 
15ft.  of  line  all  day.    However,  we  had  had  a  first- 
rate  day's  roach  fishing,  and  after  tea  we  decided 
on  trying  to-morrow  a  shallower  part  of  the  river. 

"The  following  morning  opened  with  bright 
sunshine  and  a  cloudless  sky,  wind  still  very  high. 
We  moored  about  a  hundred  yards  towards  Yar- 
mouth, found  a  nice  level  swim  of  8ft.,  threw  in 
some  '  doomps,'  and  began.    The  sun  was  a  little 
too  bright  towards  midday,  and  the  sport  hardly 
up  to  yesterday,  but  still  enough  to  make  many  a 
Thames  angler's  mouth  water.      Our   stock  of 
gentles,  too,  M-as  nearly  exhausted.     Mr.  Dodge 
made  up  some  paste,  which  exhausted  his  stock  of 
patience  ;  not  being  thoroughly  manipulated,  and 
without  lint  to  toughen  it,  every  strike,  of  course, 
cleared  the  hook.    We  did  not  count  out  to-day, 
and  one  basket  held  the  fish— as  fine  a  lot  of  roach 
as  I  ever  saw.    Some  anglers  from  Norwich  were 
working  at  our  old  pitch,  but  did  very  indifferently. 
I  fancy  their  tackle,  from  the  little  I  saw  of  it,  was 
hardly  fine  enough,  their  hooks  full  large.  For 
about  an  hour  in  the  day,  whilst  the  tide  is  nearly 
stationary,  the  fish  suddenly  leave  off  feeding.  It 
matters  little  which  way  the  tide  works,  up  or 
down,  they  bite  equally  well.    Friday  dawned  with 
every  chance  of  another  fine  day.    After  breakfast 
we  fixed  our  poles,  got  into  a  capital  level  swim 
again,  and  began.    The  last  of  the  gentles  had 
■vanished  yesterday,  but  the  brandlings  were  nice 
and  lively,  and  not  begun  on.    Poor  Dodge,  amateur 
uke,  had  a  horror  of  impaling  worms,  added  to 


which  the  yellow  matter  exuding  on  the  hook 
passing  tlirough,  thorouglily  disgusted  his  olfactory 
organ,  so  he  worked  up  some  more  paste,  grumbled 
and  caught  roach  as  fast  as  ever.    My  brandlings 
brought  another  kind  of  sport— the  bream  came 
on ;  not  large,  seldom  over  a  pound,  or  under  half 
of  one,  but  about  six  dozen  of  them  were  in  my 
basket  before  dinner.    Our  third  day's  sport  was 
perhapss  as  far  as  weight  went,  the  best  of  the 
three;  bream  and  roach  bit  every  swim,  bar  the 
hour  of  tide  turning,  and  dusk  came  on  much 
sooner  than  we  thought  it  due.    Reluctantly  we 
packed  up  and  pulled  back  to  the  inn."— TT.  H.  F 
Tidal  Waters.— When  angling  in  tidal  rivers  it 
is  essentially  necessary  to  alter  the  depth  at  which 
the  bait  floats,  according  to  the  variation  in  the 
depth  of  water,  and  it  is  sometimes  expedient  to 
try  farther  from  the  bottom  than  usual,  as  fish  in 
these  waters  often  travel  for  miles  up  and  down 
with  the  tide.    The  habits  of  the  roach  vary  much 
in  difierent  rivers.    We  believe,  as  a  general  rule 
they  bite  best  when  the  tide  is  flowing,  but  this  is 
by  no  means  the  case  universally.    In  the  tidal 
part  of  the  Thames,  for  instance,  they  are  caught 
during  the  ebb,  and  all  sport  ceases  during  the 
now. 

In  some  of  the  deep,  slow-running  Norfolk  rivers 
fish  bite  equally  well  during  the  flow  and  ebb. 
1  hey  cease  to  bite  during  slack  water,  whether 
alter  flood  or  ebb.  This  rule  appears  to  be  almost 
without  exception. 

In  mill  streams  they  generally  bite  only  when 
the  mills  are  going. 

^  *^AV®*°P^®^  Davies,  in  his  "  Handbook 

to  the  Norfolk  Broads,"  gives  a  number  of  hints 
respecting  roach  fishing  in  these  remarkable  water- 
ways._    The  roach,  he  says,  seem,  in  the  Broads 
and  rivers  connected  with  them,  to  be  ubiquitous, 
except  when  the  water  is  salt  or  brackish.  The 
finest  fish  are  found  in  the  Yare,  between  Cantley 
and  Coldham  Hall.    In  winter  they  may  be  sought 
tor  m  the  deeper  waters  of  Thorpe  Broad  and  the 
Bure.    J uly  to  October  is  the  best  season,  but  good 
catches  are  sometimes  made  in  winter  and  spring 
(ihere  is  no  close  season  for  coarse  fish  on  the 
Broads  )    The  besh  fish,  even  in  summer,  are  found 
m  the  deepest  water,  and  should  not  be  sought  for 
i'^.      J^''®  ^*  ^  ^^ss  '^^epth  than  nine  or  ten 
ieet.     The  tide  affects  the  feeding  of  the  fish 
variously,  sometimes  all  fish  being  taken  on  the 
aood    at  other  times  on  the  ebb.    Ground-bait  • 
bread,  bran,  and  boiled  wheat.     Best  baits  in 
summer,  wheat  and  pastes.    White  paste  best  in 
the  Yare,  the  red  always  killing  the  best  fish.  In 
autumn,  gentles,  and  later,  redworms  or  brandlings 
1; or  deep  running  waters,  about  twenty  medium- 
sized  shot  should  be  used  placed  a  yard  from  the 
hook,  one  solitary  shot  being  nipped  on  the  gut  a 
few  inches  above  the  hook.    The  local  method  of 
attaching  the  float  to  the  line  is  by  the  lower  end 
only.    When  too  rough  for  float  fishing,  a  light 
ledger  should  be  used.    In  float  fishing  the  bait 
should  just  touch  the  bottom. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  7,  1888,  was 
pubJished  an  mterestmg  letter  written  by  "  J  C  " 
of  Norwich.    After  noticing  the  various  kinds  of 
swims  met  with  in  his  district,  he  went  on  to  say 
that  m  July  and  August  local  anglers  make  pastes 
of  bread  coloured  with  red  lead  or  chrome  yellow 
and  that  these  baits  were  very  killing  in  deep' 
sharp  running  streams.    He  used  worms  in  autumn 
and  winter,  when  the  water  was  highly-colom-ed 
Un  having  a  bite,  he  seldom  struck  unless  the  float 
was  pulled  decidedly  under,  and  never  struck  at  a 
Jigging     bite.    In  June,  July,  and  August,  he 
thought  anglers  could  hardly  fish  too  deep  for 
roach  m  that  district,  except  at  midday  in  very 
hot  weather,  when  the  fish  got  on  the  shallows 
among  the  weeds.     "J.  C."  went  on  to  advise 
swims  of  three  feet  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  from 
October  to  February,  the  colder  the  weather  and 
the  thicker  the  water  the  shallower  ,the  swim, 
bhallow  swims  in  very  cold  weather  does  not  seem 
sound  advice.    But  thick  water  certainly  sends  the 
nsh  on  to  the  shallows. 
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IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

rin  Ih^f^^"^-  "^""f^^'-^tes  devoted  nearly  a  whole 
day  to  the  hearing  of  an  important  case  alTecting  the 
itf^  P^W^  °f       P'^Wic  t°  fi«h  on  Kanworth  Broad 

^Zrl  Tut^'  ^'TT'  ^'^'^^^^^  labourer,  and 

Henry  Dubbagc,  labourer,  all  of  Kanworth  were 
charged  w.  h  illegally  fishing  the  broad  it  being 
Major  Jarys  private  waters.  Mr.  T.  C.  lilofeld  rin- 
.structed  by  Mr.  J.  E.  T.  Pollard)  appeared  for  th^ 
prosecution  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Bracey  defended 

Mr.  Blofeld,  m  opening,  said  the  facts  of  the  case 
were  not  in  dispute.    The  deeds  of  Major  Jary's  csta  e 
bowed  that  almost  from  time  immemorial  the  bro^ 
had  been  the  [subject  of  purchase  and  sale,  and  in 
1803  It  was  conveyed  by  .John  Leist,  who  had  acquired 

T.rv"^  4  n    f'''''!?  *°       grandfather  of  Major 

Jary.  All  along  the  owners  had  sold  the  rushes  and 
sedges,  and  made  use  of  it  exclusively  for  fishing  and 
shooting.  They  had  also  paid  tithe  on  it,  as  well  as  a 
rate  for  keeping  the  sea  out.  Though  it  was  a  fact 
hat  persons  had  fished  in  the  broad  it  was  because 
they  were  not  observed,  but  even  if  people  were 
allowed  without  interference  to  fish  that  would  not 
confer  a  public  right.  The  broad  was  not  tidal  and 
therefore  It  could  not  be  held  to  belong  to  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Pol  ard  having  produced  leases  and  other  docu- 
ments belonging  to  the  estate.  Major  Jary  gave 

^1^^"''%%^'"^  remembered  the  conviction,  in 

18/6,  of  five  men  for  fishing  in  the  broad. 

Mr.  Bracey  for  the  defence,  said  it  had  been  held 
by  Baron  Huddleton  that  where  a  river  was  navigable 
pft'^M  K  J^'^^^^r  ™*Stt  fish,  unless  fisheries  were 

established  before  Magna  Charta.  In  this  case  tithe 
had  not  been  proved  earlier  than  1600,  and  therefore 
the  Bench  could  ignore  the  fact  that  tithe  and  rates 
and  taxes  had  been  paid  on  the  broad.  The  staithes 
had  been  used  by  wherries  for  forty  years,  both  in  the 
inner  and  outer  broads. 

Evidence  was  called  to  show  that  the  broad  was 
tidal,  and  an  old  inhabitant  of  Eanworth  stated  that 
hshmg  had  been  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
inner  broad  for  many  years,  four  acres  of  it  being 
looked  upon  as  common  water.  He  had  seen  scores  of 
whernes  on  the  broad.  In  the  end  the  magistrates 
held  that  the  defendants  had  trespassed,  and  fined 
them  10s  and  costs.  No  notice  of  appeal  was  given. 
—Norfolk  Standard.  ^ 


THE  DECAY  OF  SCOTCH  TROUT 
FISHING. 


(To  he  continued.) 


Pil'iS  PISCATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
S  ^f' By  .COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  GuWe 
to  Dry-FJy  Fishing,"  etc.  Tlie  PUld  sajs  :  "  Cotswold  Isva  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 

says  .  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  sntierh  •  th« 
fnThi^'T"'-  f°^^^ample,  of  •  Dinner  af  fresco  Ms  a^  g^'d^ 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  thi 


MISLEADING  REPORTS. 
Theee  is  much  truth  in  a  reference  by  Mr.  Andrew 
Lang  in  the  Morniiuj  Fust  to  the  misleading  reports 
from  the  north  that  appear  in  the  newspapers  and 
attract  English  anglers  to  disappointment  and  chagrin 
The  newspapers,  however,  are  scarcely  to  blame  as 
Mr.  Lang  will  admit,  for  the  reports,  duly  certified 
come  from  retreats  hundreds  of  miles  off,  and  cor- 
roboration of  their  accuracy  is  impossible,  anglers  and 
hotel  proprietors  aiding  and  abetting  each  other  in 
the  fraud.    Prom  personal  experience  (writes  a  corre- 
spondent) I  am  convinced  that  there  is  sad  decay  in 
Scotch  trout-fishing,  particularly  sea-trout  fishing 
Where  only  a  few  years  ago  I  could  on  a  favourable 
day  land  my  81b.  to  151b.,  I  have  now  a  difficulty 
m  securing  two  or  three  fish  of  a  pound  or  so 
each,   and    it    is    this  -state    of    affairs,  perhaps 
which    leads    to  the    fabrication  of    the  reports' 
The  "  season "  is  very  brief,   and  as  anglers  are 
almost  the  only  patrons  of  scores  and  scores  of 
the  extensively-advertised  hotels  of  the  west  coast  of 
Scotland  and  of  the  Hebrides,  Inner  and  Outer,  an«-lers 
must  be  got  by  hook  or  by  crook.    I  have  seen  half  a 
dozen  herling  or  finnock  become  "  six  fine  sea-trout  " 
m  the  angling  column  of  a  newspaper.    At  one  hotel 
where  I  stayed  last  autumn  the  practice  was  to  seize 
the  baskets  of  returning  anglers  and  weigh  them— 
basket,  waders,  boots,  flasks,  mackintosh,  and  all— for 
the  official  report  from  the  manager  to  the  newspapers 
Perhaps  readers  may  have  noticed  the  suspiciouslv 
large  number  of  "Colonels,"  "Majors,"  and  "Pro- 
fessors" that  figure  in  the  paragraphs  that  tell  of 
hotel  "  takes  "  ;  in  several  cases  chat  I  know  of  these 
are  names  for  the  gillies  of  the  neighbourhood,  or  the 
proprietor  himself.    Year  by  year  such  devices  are 
multiplied,  and  will  continue  to  multiplj  unless  the 
good  fishing  of  the  old  days  can  be  restored. 

That  this  season  is  particularly  barren  of  sport  is 
borne  out  by  a  Scottish  correspondent  who  has  gone 
from  Barra  Head  to  the  Butt  of  Lewis,  and  found  it 
everywhere  the  same— hotels  nearly  alwavs  crowded 
to  an  almost  criminal  extent,  and  the  sport  of  the 

very  poorest  character.    "At  the  Loch  Hotel," 

he  writes,  "  there  is  bewilderment  as  to  where  the  fis'h 
have  gone.  Fairly  good  anglers,  and  others  who  fancy 
themselves  eminently  dexterous,  came  back  from  the 
lochs  without  having  got  a  rise  all  day,  and  salmon 
have  not  been  seen.    I  see  the  ardent  English  gentle- 
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men  go  forth  in  the  morning,  each  with  his  gillie 
and  an  arsenal  of  death-dealing  appliances  to  cope 
■with  the  finny  monsters  of  the  innumerable  lochs 
round  here,  and  I  see  them  come  back  at  night  with 
scarce  enough  tiny  trout  to  do  for  their  breakfast  next 
morning."  It  is  "the  same  all  over  the  West,  which, 
of  all  parts  of  Scotland,  draws  ihe  greatest  number  of 
anjjlers.— Pa/Z  Mall  Gazette. 


AN  AFTERNOON  WITH  THE 
CHINOOKS. 

Theeb  were  some  three  hours  before  sunset  when 
Dr.  Moore  and  I  stepped  into  our  boat  that  was 
tossing  fretfully  on  the  Rogue  Kiver.  The  Rogue~ 
Eiver— how  well  it  is  named !  One  moment  it  glides 
by  you  as  gently  as  a  meadow  brook ;  the  next,  white 
draped  in  foam,  it  rushes  forward,  lashing  the  rocks 
and  boulders  with  flashing  arms  of  spray.  At  the  foot 
of  each  bar,  where  the  froth  is  lost  in  the  dark  blue 
swirl  of  a  deep  hole,  lies  the  king  of  game  fish,  the 
mighty  Chinook  salmon  of  the  Pacific.  He  difiers 
from  his  Eastern  namesake,  being  thicker  set,  while 
his  entire  colour  is  of  molten  gold. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  day  he  keeps  very 
quiet,  but  as  the  Western  shadows  commence  to  fall 
he  comes  to  life.  I  know  of  no  more  beautiful  sight 
than  the  Western  glow  of  a  September  evening  upon 
the  foaming  waters,  with  the  great  golden  fish  leaping 
in  the  rainbow  spray. 

Again,  unlike  the  Eastern  salmon,  he  does  not  ]ump 
for  flies.  The  most  expert  angler  cannot  coax  a  rise 
from  him,  nor  does  the  patient  bait-fisher  fare  any 
better,  for,  strange  to  relate,  the  Pacific  salmon  never 
tastes  a  morsel  of  food  from  the  time  he  leaves  the 
ocean  until  he  dies,  far  up  some  mountain  stream. 
He  never  returns  to  the  sea.  How  then  is  a  sportsman 
to  kill  him  with  rod  and  reel  ?  By  using  a  spinner. 
A  bright  object  seems  to  attract  him,  and  he  will 
strike  it  very  fiercely. 

We  had  been  spending  the  last  week  of  our  summer 
vacation  in  an  attempt  to  land  a  salmon  on  a  fly-rod. 
So  far  our  efiorts  had  not  been  successful.  We  had 
no  trouble  in  getting  plenty  of  strikes,  but  the  brush 
on  the  banks  prevented  a  running  flght,  and  so  we  had 
inevitably  lost  our  fish,  together  with  most  of  our  tackle. 

With  but  one  day  remaining,  we  had  decided  to  try 
our  luck  in  a  boat.  Why  had  we  not  done  so  before  ? 
There  are  few  men  who  can  handle  a  boat  in  the 
Rogue  River.  I  do  not  believe  there  are  over  a  dozen 
in  Oregon  who  would  attempt  to  row  you  to  the  foot 
of  one  of  the  rapids  where  you  must  go  if  you  want 
salmon.  Fortunately,  however,  we  had  with  us  one 
of  those  men — Henry  Hoover,  an  Indian,  lieutenant 
of  the  police  of  the  Kalamath  Reservation.  I  have 
never  seen  his  equal  with  the  oars. 

"  Well,"  I  said,  as  we  took  our  seats,  "  if  we  don't 
get  a  salmon  I  shall  be  disappointed." 

"  If  we  don't  get  drowned  I  shall  be  happy,"  replied 
the  Doctor,  as  he  looked  toward  the  tumbling  waters 
of  the  bar. 

The  Doctor  carried  a  14-ounce  split  bamboo  fly  rod, 
while  I  was  armed  with  a  steel  one  8  ounces  ligther. 
We  each  used  a  quadruple  multiplying  reel,  carrying 
100  yards  of  P  line. 

Trolling  with  about  30  feet  of  line  out,  back  and 
forth  across  the  current,  we  zigzagged  up  the  stream. 
Suddenly  the  Doctor's  line  came  taut,  and  his  reel 
commenced  to  sing.  My  spoon  was  struck  at  the  same 
moment,  and  a  giant  salmon  flashed  in  the  air,  but  as 
he  was  not  well  hooked  he  was  ofi  at  the  first  leap. 
The  Doctor  fared  little  better.  He  had  a  longer  fight, 
it  is  true,  but  after  fifteen  minutes  or  so  the  handle  of 
his  reel  caught  in  his  watch  chain,  and  away  went  the 
salmon  with  several  feet  of  line. 

Luck,  however,  was  certainly  coming  the  Doctor's 
way,  for,  as  we  swung  back  across  the  current,  he 
hooked  a  steelhead.  One  who  has  not  caught  this 
member  of  the  trout  family  cannot  realise  how  gamely 
he  fought.  It  was  a  good  eighteen  or  twenty  minutes 
before  the  Doctor  was  able  to  bring  him  to  gaS. 
Touching  the  scales,  as  he  did,  at  a  trifle  over  61b.,  he 
was  a  prize  of  which  any  angler  might  well  be  proud. 

But  we  had  not  come  for  trout,  so  after  Hoover  had 
rested  a  moment,  we  once  more  started  toward  the 
rapids.  Luck  seemed  to  have  deserted  us.  We  went 
as  far  up  as  we  could  to  the  very  foot  of  the  bar 
without  so  much  as  a  nibble.  The  water  boiled  around 
us,  and  our  boat  was  tossed  as  by  a  choppy  sea.  The 
weight  of  the  current  on  our  spoons  bent  our  rods 
nearly  double.  "  We'll  go  back  and  try  it  again," 
said  Hoover.  The  words  were  hardly  out  of  his  mouth 
when  the  Doctor  exclaimed,  "  By  Jove,  I've  got  him 
this  time,"  and  he  had. 

Out  of  the  foaming  waters  shot  a  form  of  molten 
gold.  Fully  half  a  minute  the  great  fish  flashed  in 
the  sunlight.  Five  times  in  as  many  minutes  he 
leaped  a  good  10  feet  out  of  water,  shaking  his 
head  from  side  to  side  in  a  frenzied  attempt  to  cast 
out  the  spoon.  So  fierce  were  his  efforts  that  the  rod, 
as  the  Doctor  pointed  it  downward,  vibrated  with  the 
shaking  head.  Then  like  a  shot  he  started  down 
stream,  and  we  were  obliged  to  follow  him.  Yet  with 
the  oars  and  the  current  bearing  us  along,  the  handle 


of  the  reel  was  blurred  as  it  whirled  round  and  round. 
Three  hundred  yards  he  went  without  stopping ;  then, 
without  a  moment's  warning,  he  was  coming  back  up 
stream  as  fast  as  he  had  gone  down.  But  we  were 
ready  for  this  move.  As  Hoover  instantly  reversed  the 
course  of  the  boat,  the  Doctor  worked  the  multiplier 
for  all  it  was  worth.  Between  them  the  fish  did  not 
gain  an  inch  of  slack.  Enraged  at  the  failure  of  his 
plan,  three  times  he  hurled  himself  like  a  rocket  into 
the  air,  then  sank  like  a  stone  to  the  bottom. 

A  salmon's  most  dangerous  moment  is  when  he  is 
sulking.  Like  a  log  he  will  cling  to  the  bottom  until 
you  think  surely  he  has  fouled  the  line.  Suddenly  he 
will  give  a  quick  little  jerk  away,  then  run  towards 
you.  Often  this  takes  the  most  expert  angler  off  his 
guard.  If  an  inch  of  slack  is  gained  the  fish  is  lost. 
All  these  tricks  were  well  known  to  the  Doctor,  and 
he  did  not  give  him  a  moment  to  rest,  but  kept  steadily 
pumping  him,  until,  goaded  by  the  spring  of  the  rod, 
the  fish  suddenly  resmued  the  battle  royal. 

Twice  he  broke  water,  then  darted  up  stream.  This 
was  a  dangerous  move.  For  a  quarter  of  a  mile  we 
could  have  followed  him  down  stream,  but  we  could 
make  little  progress  against  that  heavy  current. 
Hoover  with  the  oars  and  I  with  a  pole  forced  the 
boat  up  stream  as  fast  as  we  could.  The  Doctor,  with 
the  brake  set  and  his  thumb  acting  as  a  drag,  forced 
the  salmon  to  fight  for  every  inch  of  line  he  took. 
But  he  tore  it  ofi  by  yards.  When  the  strain  of  line 
and  current  became  too  severe,  he  would  leap  six  or 
seven  feet  into  the  air,  and  the  Doctor  must  drop  his 
tip  and  release  the  reel.  Before  he  could  regain  con- 
trol, the  fish  would  have  taken  out  precious  yards  of 
line.  Thus  the  salmon  fought  his  way  to  the  foot  of 
the  rapids.  There  he  certainly  must  stop,  for  surely 
no  fish  that  ever  lived  could  swim  the  first  few  feet  of 
that  cataract.  One  moment  he  paused  at  the  foot  of 
the  bar,  then,  graceful  as  a  trained  hunter  taking  a 
fence,  with  one  leap  he  cleared  the  worst  of  the  rapids 
and  started  for  a  big  rock.  Unless  the  Doctor  could 
turn  him  now  the  fish  was  lost.  There  were  only  ten 
feet  of  line  left  in  the  reel.  But  the  salmon  lost  his 
nerve  at  the  crucial  moment.  He  was  exhausted  by 
his  long  run  up  stream,  and  just  as  we  were  expecting 
to  see  the  line  snap  he  stopped  to  rest,  with  life  and 
liberty  all  but  won. 

For  a  moment  he  sulked  at  the  bottom;  then, 
unable  longer  to  maintain  himself  in  the  rushing 
waters,  he  once  more  started  down  stream.  A  second 
crisis  had  been  reached.  As  he  passed  through  the 
rock-strewn  rapids  only  the  most  delicate  and  expert 
handling  of  rod  and  boat  could  have  prevented  the 
line  from  fouling,  and  we  all  gave  a  sigh  of  relief  as  he 
shot  from  the  seething  waters  into  the  dark,  still  hole 
below  the  bar.  In  successfully  bringing  the  fish 
through  the  rapids  and  during  the  entire  afternoon 
Hoover  deserved  as  much  credit  as  the  Doctor.  He 
silently  watched  the  battle.  When  he  saw  the  line 
growing  short  in  the  reel,  he  followed  the  fish  up 
stream  or  down  again,  or  swung  the  boat  this  way  or 
that  to  keep  the  fight  in  deep  water. 

Up  to  this  point  the  salmon  had  fought  upon  old- 
time  tactics,  but  now  he  seemed  to  lose  his  head. 
Desperate  with  fear  and  rage,  he  would  come  to  the 
surface  and  fling  himself  to  right  and  left.  He  lashed 
the  water  into  foam  and  created  a  dozen  small  geysers 
around  him.  Now  sulking,  now  breaking  water,  now 
dashing  this  way  and  that,  he  fought  for  his  life  as  I 
had  never  seen  a  fish  fight  before. 

But  as  a  fencer's  foil  follows  his  adversary's  circling 
point,  so  the  Doctor's  tip  followed  each  move.  Now 
it  was  raised  high  in  air,  now  pointed  low,  now 
gently,  as  a  mother's  caress,  it  coaxed  the  struggling 
fish  from  rock  and  shoal.  The  drag  and  the  break  on 
the  reel  checked  his  runs  ;  the  swiftly  moving  multi- 
plier took  up  the  slack  ;  the  supple  rod  bent  but  never 
broke.  . 

The  fish  was  worn  by  the  strain,  and,  unable  to  gam 
an  inch  of  slack  or  to  snap  that  silken  thread  that 
held  his  life  as  in  a  vice  of  steel,  his  rushes  became 
shorter  and  shorter,  his  sulking  longer  and  longer. 
He  was  drawn  nearer  and  yet  nearer  to  the  boat,  until 
at  last  he  turned  exhausted  upon  his  golden  aide  and 
was  brought  to  the  gafi.  ,Tr  n  i. 

Dr.  Moore  was  nearly  as  tired  as  the  fish.  Well  he 
might  be,  for  he  had  played  him  all  the  afternoon 
The  sun  had  set  nearly  an  hour  before.  The  night 
hawks  were  swooping  low  over  the  darkening  waters, 
relieved  here  and  there  by  the  phosphorescent  gleam  of 
bar  and  rapid.  For  a  few  minutes  we  sat  resting, 
enjoying  the  twilight— for  what  is  more  pleasant  than 
a  summer  evening  after  a  day  of  sport  ? 

But  if  the  light  of  day  was  fading,  our  boat  was 
illuminated  by  the  flush  of  the  Doctor's  cheeks,  and 
his  smile  was  as  happy  as  that  of  a  child  who  has  just 
received  a  new  toy.  . 

"  Isn't  he  worth  working  for  a  week  ?  "  be  exclaimed. 
"  Did  you  say  he  weighed  only  twenty-eight  pounds  ? 
Are  you  sure  the  scales  aia  right?  I  should  have 
thought  he  would  have  weighed  at  least  fifty.  Do  you 
know  I'd  give  a  hundred  dollars  if  my  wife  could  have 
seen  me  land  him.  When  I  tell  her  about  it  she  will 
think  it  is  just  another  fish  story." 

NoBMAN  S.  Stbeby  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


A  YOUNGSTER'S  EXPERIENCE  IN 
INDIA. 


A  FEW  nights  ago  I  was  dining  with  a  friend  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  where,  by-the-bye,  Mr.  Josiah  Ritchie 
has,  as  usual,  a  capital  programme,  and  afterwards, 
while  we  were  enjoying  our  post-prandial  smoke,  I 
had  a  short  conversation  with  "  Charles,"  the  head 
waiter,  who,  when  he  does  get  a  day  off  (which  is  not 
often),  devotes  it  to  fishing.  His  son  Henry  is  at 
Allahabad,  and,  from  the  letters  he  has  written  home, 
is  enjoying  some  fairly  good  fishing  in  that,  at  this 
season,  not  over  cool  part  of  the  shiny  East.  Per- 
haps, however,  I  had  better. allow  him  to  tell  his  story 
in  his  own  fashion. 

In  the  course  of  a  very  interesting  letter,  dated  from 
Allahabad,  he  says  : — 

"There  is  no  "river  here,  but  there  is  a  very  large 
lake  called  MacPherson's,  after  the  general  who  made 
the  water  over  to  the  Government  in  1885.  It  is 
supplied  from  the  Ganges  by  a  small  stream,  and  there 
is  a  dam  at  the  other  end  which  regulates  the  height 
of  the  water.  Roughly  speaking,  it  is  about  five  miles 
all  round  it,  and  in  many  places  from  forty  to  fifty  feet 
deep,  and  the  bottom  is  all  covered  with  long  strong 
weed. 

"  About  ten  yards  from  the  bank  I  have  had  a  bamboo 
stand  put  up,  and  I  pay  a  native  four  annas  a  week  to 
land  the  fish,  bait  the  hook,  etc.  He  squats  beside  me. 
I  had  the  bottom  cleared  of  all  weeds  by  means  of  a 
large  rake,  about  the  size  used  in  the  Thames. 
My  ground-bait  consists  of  ground  up  oil  cake  with 
dhall  (or  brown  flour)  and  bran,  and  sometimes  cheese 
rind.  The  boy  sees  to  all  this.  After  fishing  I  bait 
up,  and  my  boy  goes  down  at  twelve  o'clock  and 
scatters  some  small  pieces  to  keep  the  fish  round,  as  I 
am  unable  to  get  away  before  two  o'clock.  Dhall  and 
rotten  cheese,  made  in  a  cake  and  about  half  baked,  are 
an  excellent  hook-bait.  If  I  am  fishing,  say,  seven  feet 
of  water  the  bait  must  rest  about  two  or  three  inches 
on  the  bottom,  so  my  line  has  one  shot  three  inches  off 
the  hook,  and  the  weight  of  the  line  cocks  the  float, 
which  is  a  single  goose  quill  with  line  running  through 
the  bottom  end,  without  a  top  cap. 

"  A  bite  can  be  seen  much  easier  that  way.  You 
try  it  when  fishing  for  bream  or  chub.  My  rod  is  a 
fourteen  feet  springy  bamboo  in  one  piece  with  snake 
rings  and  winch  fittings,  and  I  use  a  brown  hemp 
water  cord  line  on  to  a  brass  check  winch. 

"The  fish  we  catch  are  murgle,  rhow,  calbose, 
putier,  tangelia,  tangra,  and  trangrassi,  with  eels  run  ' 
in.  Murgle  are  splendid  fish  from  21b.  to  401b.  They 
bite  very  gingerly,  and  when  they  have  the  bait  in 
their  mouth  the  float  lays  flat.  That  is  owing  to  their 
having  very  sihall  mouths,  something  like  that  of  a 
barbel.  Rhow  is  a  good  fish  running  about  same 
size,  but  it  bites  very  sharply.  One  good  bang  and  then 
the  fight  begins.  Calbose  is  very  much  like  murgle, 
but  with  very  fine  scales,  while  the  putier  resembles 
a  chub.  It  bites  quickly  and  then  away.  You  never 
miss  a  putier.  Tangelia  is  a  very  ugly  and  dirty 
fish,  but  good  eating,  and  take  a  dead  bait  on  the 
bottom.  Trangrassi  is  a  small  fish  like  bleak.  Tangra 
weighs  from  51b.  up  to  701b.,  and  has  an  enormous 
mouth,  head,  and  appetite,  and  will  take  any  bait 
from  paste  to  dead  and  live  bait,  spoon,  or  fly,  but  are 
not  very  powerful  when  hooked  after  the  first  run. 
They  say  they  are  fond  of  small  native  babies,  but  I 
haveTaot  used  that  bait  yet. 

"  My  biggest  fish  was  a  tangra,  caught  wifh  a  ball 
of  cheese  paste  the  size  of  an  egg,  on  a  large  eel  hook. 
It— the  fish  not  the  hook— weighed  IV^lb.,  and  reached 
from  my  shoulder  to  the  tops  of  my  boots.  It  had  a 
tremendous  head  with  front  lips  studded  with  teeth, 
and  back  of  gills  with  three  rows  of  teeth  on 
either  side.  I  hooked  him  in  the  corner  of  his 
mouth,  and  it  was  impossible  "for  him  to  bite 
the  line.  The  hook  was  completely  buried  in  his 
thick  lips,  and  they  were  like  leather.  It  took 
half-an-hour  to  land  him,  and  my  boy  had  to  swim  to 
the  bank  and  lift  him  out,  as  he  was  too  heavy  and 
big  for  the  net.  When  he  had  finished  his  terrible 
runs  I  finally  wound  him  in,  and  he  came  up  belly 
upwards  quite  dead.  We  opened  him  and  found  two 
hooks  in  his  inside  and  a  small  fish  and  ground  bait. 
The  half-company  of  my  regiment  had  breakfast  off 
him,  and  he  was  good  eating.  There  was  no  trouble 
in  cleaning  him  as  he  had  no  scales  but  merely  a 
thick  skin.  My  next  best  was  a  murgle  which  scaled 
81b.  He  occupied  my  time  for  an  hour  and  a 
quarter.  I  have  had  five  miirgle  weighing  61b. 
My  next  catch  was  a  calbose  of  71b.  3oz.  All  I  can 
say  he  was  a  mighty  fish,  but  he  took  a  lot  of  trouble 
to  land.  I  thought  I  had  him  once,  but  he  made 
another  dart  and  I  very  nearly  went  in  with  him,  bub 
he  got  tired  first  and  then  the  boy  netted  him.  Last 
week  the  fish  were  quite  ofi  feed,  so  I  tried  a  dead 
bait  and  hooked  a  tangelia.  He  swallowed  my  bait, 
hook,  and  line,  about  five  inches  altogether,  but  gave 
me  no  sport  as  I  pulled  him  up  without  any  playing. 
When  I  was  cutting  the  hook  out  of  him  he  grunted  like 
an  old  pig.  These  are  my  principal  catches  so  far.  1> 
have  had  plenty  of  smaller  ones  which  I  have  given 
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away  or  eaten  myself.  All  the  fish  which  come  out  of 
tiie  lake  are  of  good  flavour. 

"  The  turtle,  however,  are  not  edible.  I  got  a  small 
one  about  51b.  and  cut  him  open.  We  knew  he  was 
there— my,  didn't  he  hum  I  " 

I  must  congratulate  young  Henry  on  his  sport,  and 
the  graphic  manner  in  which  he  details  it.  Personally 
I  am  so  impressed  with  it  that  as  soon  as  the  P  &  O 
Company  m  conjunction  with  the  Indian  railways  have 
enterprise  enough  to  include  Allahabad  in  the  list  of 
privilege  tickets  I  shall  indulge  in  a  turn  at  trangrassi 
fishing,  but  I  do  not  yearn  for  turtle.  They  are  too 
fragrant  for  my  olfactories.  Dragnet 
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Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  Hig-h  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  flna  the  time  of  liigh  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
giveTbXfv*''''  '°  ""-^''^  XondrBridge 

m  min.,  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

AddH"  Putney.  ^    I7.5   „     „  Richmond. 

50   "     "  r  ••     "  Twickenham. 

(50   „     „  Barnes.  (35   „     „  Teddington. 

™-nYY''?        "    ^^Sh  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridn-e  it 
N  H     f^.u^^"'     J''<'*'i''=ton  at  3.25,  or  85  minutesll  e?  ' 
1    '"f  "P-stream  accelerates tlie tideverymuch 

and  one  down-stream  retards  it.  ^  mucn. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Beidgb. 

Saturday,      Sept.  7    ^"ti^'  ^^^fo 

Sunday,  s  o"-^?    ^-'^^ 

Tuesday,  ,',     10    "fn 

Wednesday,     ,,     11  n  q-  V 

Thursday,       12   ^-t   ]■] 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— Genbrai,  Eemarks.— The  Thames  has 
now  toned  down  after  the  rain,  and  is  as  low  and 
bright  as  ever.  Very  few  fish  have  ben  caught  and 
as  a  rule  sport  has  only  been  obtained  during  the  last 
hour  or  two  in  the  evening.  The  higher  reaches 
of  the  river  are  still  very  weedy,  and  in  many 
places  it  is  quite  impossible  to  get  a  clear 
swim.  All  kinds  of  fish  are  very  shy,  but  some 
small  roach  have  been  taken  and  small  chub  the 
latter  by  whipping  with  gentles.  The  north-easterly 
wind,  which  has  been  strong  during  the  week,  has 
however,  spoilt  all  chances  of  getting  any  specimen 
fish.  Barbel  fishing  has  been  very  poor,  and  bream 
have  only  fed  during  the  early  morninc^.  A  few 
perch  have  been  had,  but  they  seem  very  wary  of  the 
spmmng  bait  and  do  not  feed  well  on  the  paternoster 
Until  we  get  more  rain  and  a  frost  or  two  to  nip  off- 
the  weeds,  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any  improvement 
m  sport  The  Birmingham  anglers,  who  are  to  fish 
a  competition  at  Abmgdon  on  Sept.  9,  have  not  a  briaht 
prospect  in  store  for  them  owing  to  the  clearness"  of 
the  water.~F.  H.  Amphlbit. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).— The  river  is 

perch  are  feeding  well,  and  some  nice  sport  has  been 
had  with  these  fish.  The  St.  John's  Bridge  waters 
still  continue  m  capital  order,  and  the  old  Trout  has 
been  well  patronised  with  anglers  from  London, 
Bath,  Swindon,  and  Birmingham.— Ramblbb 
thZ7  Bridge,  Berks.)-The  Thames  at 

this  favourite  up-river  angling  station  is  in  beautiful 
t  "y'^^;^«^°f  ^^SK  ti^e  water  of  a  nice  tinge 

h^f  t  f  ^  ''^'^T        °^  ""'^^  sport  has  been 

had  with  roach  and  perch,  and  a  few  small  jack  have 
been  taken  and  returned.  Roach  and  chub  are  in  good 
condition  and  are  feeding  well.— Paeingdon 
on7J:JT^f^^S^^^  Weir;.-Mr.  Clark  and  friend, 
one  day,  had  eight  dozen  dace  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Curtis 
nait  day,  three  dozen  dace,  one  barbel  four  nerch' 

dT fm'.'  -1  Mr.  L.  Chaplaif  one 

day,  121b.  dace ;  Mr.  Brett,  one  day,  fourteen  barbel 

±  aul  Mills,  fishing  below  the  lock  with  Spiers  durino- 
the  week,  m  the  early  morning,  have  taken  about  ei<.ht? 
barbel  up  to  3Jlb.,  all  returned.    Mr.  DennifoiKas 
taken  two  jack  at  the  weir,— Walter  McBeide 
Bottisham  locks  (Waterbeach).-River  is  not, 

np.tlT      Tu  '''^'^  as  might  be  ex- 

pected after  the  showers  we  have  had,  besides  strong 
east  wmds  blowing  back  recent  cut  weeds  which  has 
i^vil'^T  F  ,^°Pleasant  on  some  days.  There  has  been 
several  fair  takes  of  roach  up  to  71b.  a  rod,  with  a  few 
aace  ;  those  who  have  tried  for  perch  have  got  amongst 

IZ-"""^  '""A^"'  P'^'^sent  out  of  a 

question.- John  O.  Geokge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge 
com.   Leach,  etc.  (East  Gloucestershire).— 

-  ihe  rams  have  improved  the  autumn  fishings  and 

colof,r''  'T^,^^  ^"""^       ^^te'^  °^  °f  a  nice 

nHw  ■  f"'''^^  '^"^^  ^'^^^  ^'een  out  both  on  hotel  and 
wlnlf  r        ^""^  instances  good  sport  has 

Deen  Had.  I  have  seen  several  rods  at  work  on  the 
Bull  ^yater  at  Fairford  and  Bibury,  both  of  which  are 
m  capital  trim. — Pan. 


Cornish  Streams.— The  rivers  arc  still  very  low 
ana  clear,  and  fishing  is  practically  at  a  standstill. 
I  cal  are  in  the  Camel  and  Fowcy  in  considerable 
numbers,  but  they  are  not  to  bo  caught  except  in  the 
late  evenings.  Trout  fishing  in  the  streams  round 
ijauncoston  is  very  poor.— Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  very 
low  and  fishing  has  been  very  bad.    The  fresh  water 
that  came  down  took  the  fish  towards  Staverton 
where,  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  Thomas,  a  vi.sitor 
to  this  neighbourhood,  captured  forty  fish.  Mr 
boper  also  landed  twenty  at  the  same  place,  and  two 
on  Tuesday,  Sept.  .3.  Now  that  the  nets  have  stopped 
line  fishermen  hope  to  have  a  better  time  as  the  fish 
will  not  be  so  iMucli  disturbed.    Mr.  S.  P.  Adams  has 
been  down  bass  fishiu.c?  at  Dittisham  for  five  days  but 
has  only  managed  to  land  five  fish.    The  season  both 
ot  net  and  rod  fishermen  has  been  very  unsatisfactory 
— Devonian.  •'" 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— The  river  has  run 
down  after  the  heavy  rain  of  last  week,  and  is  at  time 
of  writing  (Sept.  2),  in  good  order  for  fishing.  We  are 
having  cold  and  frost  at  night  and  early  moruin<r  but 
bright  and  fine  during  the  day.— H. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Lengths) 
—These  rivers  have  improved  a  little  since  my  last 
report,  but  sport  is  far  from  good.    There  are  plenty 
of  fish,  large  and  small,  and  occasionally  good  baa's 
are  made.     Mr.  Somers  Lewis  got  two-and-a-half 
brace  on  Monday  afternoon   (Aug.   26)    during  a 
thunderstorm,  one  brace  weighing  over  21b. ;  the  two- 
and-a-half  brace  weighed  together  4i]b     These  fish 
were  over  the  average,  but  were  in  very  fine  condition 
— Wm.  Evans.      [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week  1  ' 
Esk  (Whitby).— Some  fairly  remunerative  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  this  river  during  the  past  week 
yet  the  conditions  do  not  assume  a  state  that  is  likely 
to  be  long  productive  of  good  fishing.    The  netting 
season  at  sea  concluded  on  Saturday  (Auo-  31)  The 
salmon  and  trout  which  have  been  landed"  during  the 
season  have  been  generally  of   excellent  quality 
whilst,  numerically,  a  number  above  the  average  is 
reported  to  have  entered  the  market.     Sea  anglin<^ 
continues  to  improve,  the  takes  of  mixed  fish  in  the 
offing  being  good.— J.  Jackson. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs  )- 
Sea  water  has  been  allowed  to  run  up  some  of  the 
drains  on  the  Cambridgeshire  side.  Complaints  come 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Wisbech,  and  it  is  said 
that  for  some  time  roach  fishing  is  partially 
spoilt.  Sport  continues  pretty  good  at  Surfleet,  but 
perhaps  the  best  is  now  to  be  had  from  the  middle 
lengths  of  the  Forty-foot.  Some  good  baskets  have 
been  made  by  local  members  of  the  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  visitors  are  stated  to  be  doing  well  on  what 
IS  known  as  the  south  Forty-foot,  a  few  miles  south 
of  Boston.  Plenty  of  anglers  have  been  boasting  of 
201b.  or  so  from  these  waters.  Generally,  the  drains 
require  more  rain. — Limpet. 

Grove  Perry  (Stour,  Kent).-Many  visitors  from 
the  adjacent  seaside  resorts  have  been  over  to  this 
water  during  the  week,  and  in  several  instances  have 
enjoyed  good  sport.  Messrs.  Bohling  and  Lee  (Brent- 
ford) during  the  week  have  taken  some  nice  fish 
Messrs.  J.  Wheelhouse,  Whitby,  and  W.  Musorave 
were  fairly  successful  with  the  roach  on  Sept  l''  the 
take  of  the  last-mentioned  gentleman  including  two 
roach  about  l^lb.  each.  Several  large  bream  have  also 
been  taken  Shoals  of  big  fish  have  been  seen  passing 
the  ferry  boat,  evidently  making  up  to  the  deepe? 
water  for  their  winter  quarters. — K. 
^  ^is*rict  (North  Notts).-Anglers  in  the 
Ketford  district  are  still  complaining  of  a  want  of 
really  good  sport.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  to  be 
caught  m  the  reaches  about  Soroboy,  but  there  is  a 
diffidence  about  allowing  visiting  anglers  full  play  on 
these  waters.  In  the  deeps  below  Bollam  some  fairly 
good  baskets  have  been  made,  chiefly  of  roach  but 
those  who  have  been  on  the  look  out  for  something 
sensational  have  gone  in  for  the  barbel  to  be  found 
about  Averham,  Carlton,  and  down  towards  Gains- 
borough on  the  Trent.— L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Lackford).— Water  in  good 
condition  since  the  rain  came  ;  wind  bad,  north-east 
Koach  and  dace  feeding  very  well  in  sheltered  corners  • 
some  very  fine  chub  have  been  taken  at  Lackford  and 
Ickhngham,  also  at  Temple  Staunch.    Roach  in  fine 
condition  now,  and  are  just  coming  on  for  paste 
September  is  a  good  month  for  the  roach  in  the  Lark 
stream,  but  it  is  not  a  winter  river.    At  time  of  writin" 
sun  very  bright,  but  a  nasty  cold  wind.— Raven 
_  Lea.— The  cold,  windy  weather  at  times  has  not  been 
m  favour  of  the  roach  fisherman,  but,  all  thin^^s 
considered,  better  baskets  of  these  fish  have  been 
obtained  than  was  anticipated.    Some  of  the  roach 
have  weighed  well  over  lib.,  and  one  secured  in  the 
St.  Margaret's  district  scaled  lib.  8oz.    A  good  many 
roach  from  Jib.  to  fib.  have  been  secured  there  and 
m  the  Ponders  End  district  a  141b.  take  of  roach  is 
reported— a  catch  made  in  the  public  navigation  waters 
Another  barbel  has  also  been  landed  here,  and  bream  up 
to  .3pb.  have  been  taken  at  Cheshunt,  where  nice  roach 
are  also  to  be  taken.    Perch  and  pike-fishing  still 
rule  slow,  but  some  fair-sized  jack  havS  been  captured 


above  the   ock  at  St.  Margaret's.    These  fish  are  in 

frLTuT""- J^T^  ^'^'^'"^        ^^^^  looking  up 
h«      '"''"'"7  Stort-onc  angler  at  Harlow,  early  in 
the  week,  had  nearly  201b.  of  those  fish-and  some 

The  }  efai!^7-w"  '^"P'"^^'^  '°        tributary  Beane 
the  bo  tl  f  T  P'"°"y  ''"t  would  bo 

c!„^,-!J^^^°-S^    (C^^^ridge   and   Ely  Angling 

fnd  s?,^  „yf'"^T.''P,°'-''  ^''"^  continues  exc!K 
ti^e  nw  mixed  baskets  have  been  taken  during 

tlie  past  few  days^    The  best  catch  reported  was  'JHlb 

.  ^^''^^^^  °f  --"^cl'  and  l,ream  have 

been  had  up  to  3olb.  per  rod,  some  of  the  roach  scalfnj 

1\W.  G         ^       ^        ^^^^  "'"^  ^"^"^  landed.- 

Lugrgr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).-Both  streams 

a  fpw  f' n°^^'"-^'"^.''°^^'  '^•^t  ^'^^^  b-jen  refreshed  by 
a  few  falls  of  rain.    It  has  not  altered  the  state  of  the 

fishing  Tf""'" '■^l'' T^^*? g^^-l  '^r?rove  the 
bv  cTof,Vlv  1  ^^"'^  "^ight,  followed 

Zf  Z^  f  "^''^  ^'""^  ^""^  '^'^  threatening, 
and  good  for  grayling  fishing.  Grayling  have  been 
moving  better ;  a  good  few  anglers  have  blcn  out,  and 
and  have  used  fly  wi  th  success,  nice  lots  of  grayling  being 
landed.  Trout  are  quiet,  and  very  few  tlken  o1  late^ 
InsPPt'°P  1°  T  S'l^'^^  Twist,  Green 

GwYNNE  ''"'^    September  Duns.- 

Lugrg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

f'TZ       7'"'^  ^""^  extremely  lowf  which  is 

against  good  sport,  excepting  when  there  is  a  breeze,  a 
s  Iff  one  for  choice,  or  rain.  At  such  times  the  .smaller 
giayhng  up  to  12o;5.,  with  occasionally  a  larger  one  are 
rising  pretty  freely  and  some  nice  baskets  were  made 
w^n.^?    ?  °f  1^^'  ^eek,  since  which  the 

h.v}  W  f  °  P«^,^'f .«\«y  in  the  north-east  and  takes 
have  been  less.  Whirling,  Mid  Blue,  Autumn  Hare's 
Lai,  Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Dun,  Late  Brown,  Red  Tag, 
and  Green  Insect  have  been  the  best  flies.  With 
favourable  weather  sport  should  be  good  in  the  coming 
week,  and  the  larger  fish  will  be  more  in  evidence.  A 
nse  of  water  of  a  few  inches  would  be  welcome.- 
R.  1.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborouffh).-Great  improvement  in 
the  weather  and  circumstances  generally  so  far  as 
angling  is  concerned-much  better  the  past  few  days. 
The  weeds  not  having  been  removed  yet  near  Peter- 
borough are  very  troublesome  to  anglers,  and  if  you 
really  desire  J.o  enjoy  your  sport  you  must  pay  a  visit 
higher  up  the  river  where  the  weeds  have  been  cut. 
The  best  sport  I  have  heard  of  this  week  has  been  had 
at  VVaternewton,  where  on  Monday  Mr.  Ream  (Peter- 
v.°JTr'  ,  l""  American  gentleman  caught  nice 
baskets  of  roach  and  chub  up  to  21b.  in  weight.- 

O^se  (Holywell  Perry).- W^e  have  had  a  two 
days  gale  here,  but  it  subsided  on  Wednesday  last 
Anglers  have  done  best  among  the  roach,  some  real 
good  ones  having  been  taken  during  the  week  in  the 
sheltered  spots.     Perch  are  still  feeding,  but  no 
specimens  have  yet  come  to  bank.— A.  Scaru. 
,  ~~  (S*-  Neots).— Since  my  last  report  the  water 
has  become  clean  again,  still  at  times  good  sport  has 
been  had,_  especially  with  the  bream.    On  Saturday 
Mr.  Kippmg  got  fifteen  bream  weighing  2.51b  ■  on 
Monday  evening  eight  good  fish  were  taken  by  Messrs 
Beeson  and  Ratchelous,  averaging  3Jlb.  each,  besides 
smaller  ones;    and  last   Tuesday  night  the  same 
gentleman  got  a  very  similar  lot  and  a  tench  of  SUh 
—  vV.  Nash.  *  ' 

Plymouth.— Peel  have  not  been  taken  in  such 
numbers  this  week  on  the  Tavy  as  last,  although  the 
old  stagers  have  been  out  nightly.  Some  very  lar^^e 
fish  can  be  seen  in  the  pools,  and  thanks  to  a  "careful 
watcher  they  are  well  looked  after.  Two  or  tb  ree  days' 
rain  would  do  a  lot  of  good  and  make  the  fish  sport. 
Some  fair  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  from  the 
upper  waters.— William  Heardee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
^^^^h—^'^'^^S  to  heavy  rain  amongst  the  Welsh  hills 
at  the  close  of  last  week  all  these  streams  have  been 
more  or  less  out  of  condition,  but  are  now  rapidly  re- 
covering themselves.    The  Tanat  for  several  days  was 
of  a  most  peculiar  coffee  colour,  the  effects  of  the 
heavy  ram  on  small  tributaries  near  its  source  running 
through  boggy  land,  but  at  present  it  has  resumed  its 
natural  colour  and  sport  with  trout  and  dace  is  about 
the  average  for  the  time  of  the  year.    In  addition 
to   extra    colour    from    the    rainfall    the  Vyrnwy 
water    has    been    much  darker  than   usual  from 
the  compensation  water  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  run- 
ning   into    it,    and,    as    usual    at    sach  times 
sport  has  been  very  indifferent,  but  is  uuprovin"  as 
the  river  resumes  its  usual  tint.     The  Severn  has 
suffered  least  from  the  downfall,  and,  as  far  as  coarae 
fishing  is  concerned,  sport  is  very  good.    Some  nice 
trout  are  taken  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Cain  dailv 
At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  continues  very 
fine  and  bright,  with  a  very  clear  atmosphere  but  a 
keen  east  wind  militates  somewhat  against  the  pleasure 
of  anghng,  especially  in  the  early  morning  and  even- 
ings, and  which  renders  warm  clothing  an  absolute 
necessity. — Vyrnwy, 
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Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

week's  angling  has  been  uneventful ;  rain  holds  off  and 
rivers  are  getting  low  and  bright ;  a  good  freshet  is 
badly  wanted  to  clear  decaying  weeds  and  dc'bris. 
The  Adur  and  Ouse  have  been  affected  by  the  big 
tides  and  fish  have  been  quite  off  feed.  The  Cuckmere 
has  jdelded  a  few  roach  and  bream  at  Alfriston,  but 
nothing  worth  especial  notice.  From  the  Ouse  at 
Hamsey  a  few  roach  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  captured, 
and  in  the  Adur  sport  has  not  been  remunerative. 
Weeds  are  the  bane  in  Chichester  canal,  otherwise  the 
water  is  in  good  condition.  The  early  and  late  anglers 
have  taken  bream  up  to  2Jlb.  and  roach  of  lioz. 
Good  carp  are  to  be  seen  in  the  lower  reaches,  but  none 
have  been  captured.  Pike  are  scarce — a  good  fish  has 
been  feeding  below  Donnington,  computed  at  101b. 
Small  fry  abound  and  are  gi\ang  sport  in  all  parts  of 
the  water. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
in  first  rate  fishing  order.  Good  baskets  of  trout  were 
caught  at  the  end  of  last  week.  Several  salmon 
sighted,  and  prospects  of  sport  good.— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  cold,  with  occasional  showers  of 
rain,  but  it  has  not  made  any  difference  to  the  water, 
and  a  good  fiush  is  required  to  freshen  up  the  rivers, 
which  are  now  getting  dirty  and  overgrown  with  weeds. 
The  cold  nights  have  been  good  for  grayling  fishing, 
and  grayling  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  A  good 
few  anglers  have  been  out  and  have  tried  fly  and 
bottom  baits  with  success.  The  flies  used  are  the 
Red  Tag,  Red  Ant,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  Mid  Blue,  September  and  August 
Dun.  Wasp  grub  and  worm  have  accounted  for 
some  few  trout  and  nice  lots  of  eels  and  coarse 
fish.  Trout  have  been  very  quiet  of  late,  and  unless 
we  get  more  rain  there  will  be  very  few  taken  before 
the  season  ends.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  some 
nice  grayling,  averaging  from  Jib.  to  Jib.  each,  were 
landed  with  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Twist. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  fairly  good  on  some  stretches. 
On  Friday  (Aug.  30)  the  Hawkestone  otter  hounds 
held  their  last  meet  at  Bromfield,  and  after  trying  the 
Teme  and  Ony  and  getting  on  good  drags  failed  to 
find,  and  the  day  ended  blank.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  low  and  clear ;  a  few  fish 
taken  bottom  fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  there  has  been  a 

few  showers  of  rain  which  have  slightly  refreshed  the 
river,  but  more  is  wanted  as  the  river  keeps  low  and 
clear  and  could  do  with  a  good  flush  to  move  the 
water  and  the  fish.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled, 
but  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out.  The 
cold  nights  have  brought  the  graylicg  well  on  the 
feed  and  they  are  rising  at  the  fly,  and  some  nice 
dishes  have  been  landed.  The  flies  to  use  will  be 
Red  Tag,  Willow-greea  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Red 
Ant  and  Palmers.  Trout  have  been  very  quiet  of 
late,  and  do  not  feed  at  fly  or  bottom  baits  well  and 
little  sport  had  with  them.— Woecestee. 

Witham.  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).- 
Discouraging  accounts  come  from  the  drains  around 
Boston.  It  is  now  stated  that  the  season  must  be 
written  down  as  a  poor  onp,  and  many  an  angler 
travelling  from  Ashton,  Stockport,  and  other  paits  of 
Lancashire  go  away  empty-handed.  There  are,  how- 
ever, exceptions  where  they  have  done  remarkably 
well.  The  presence  of  weeds  make  the  captures  more 
a  matter  of  luck  than  skill.  Tench  up  to  31b.  have 
been  caught  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and  some  of  the  best 
baskets  made  about  the  cemetery  on  the  Bargate  have 
run  up  to  IGlb.  There  is  an  awful  lot  of  duck-wted 
about.  From  the  Witham  the  best  sport  is  reported 
from  the  deeps  at  Anton  Gowts  and  near  the  Grand 
Sluice.— Luci. 

Wey  (Woking). —We  have  had  some  nice  showers, 
and  although  we  could  still  do  with  more,  prospects 
are  brighter.  I  have  seen  some  nice  bream  and  roach 
taken,  one  of  the  latter  weighing  lib.  12oz.  Have  not 
seen  any  very  large  chub  grassed  this  last  week  or  so, 
although  at  times  I  have  seen  some  very  good  ones 
rising.  The  principal  bait  for  roach  continues  to  be 
boiled  wheat,  although  at  times  a  little  pearl  barley  is 
very  useful.  Those  who  go  a-breaming  should  not  fail 
to  take  a  nice  lot  of  well-scoured  lobs.— Weyside 
Wandeeee. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
still  continue  in  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  rain  we 
had  last  week  was  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  cause 
any  inconvenience  to  the  fly-man,  but  reports  are  that 
no  heavy  creels  have  been  obtained  from  either  stream. 
Members  who  have  fished  the  Darley  Dale  Club's  waters 
have  had  one  to  three  brace.  Mr.  White,  fishing 
from  the  end  of  the  Rutland  Arms'  garden,  Matlock 
Bath,  took  three  brace  of  grayling  with  Black  Gnat. 
Mr.  J.  Henstock,  one  trout,  caught  near  the  station  Mat- 
lock Bath  ;  a  few  other  anglers  have  taken  several  fish 
each.  The  weather  has  been  unfavourable  for  angling,  a 
strong  north-east  wind  blowing  on  most  days  ;  rain  is 
badly  wanted,   and  would  improve  the  fishing. — 

DOTTEEEL. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 

Both  Mr.  J.  Blades  and  I  caught  some  nice  dishes  of 


grayling  and  a  few  trout  up  the  Yore  on  Aug.  29,  30, 
and  Sept.  2 ;  since  then  the  river  has  run  down  and 
the  cold  north-east  winds  have  been  against  angling. 
The  grayling  take  the  Dark  Needle  Brown  (my  special 
pattern)  and  the  Blue  Hawk  as  well  as  anything; 
the  first-named  fiy  is  well  on,  and  it  should  not  be 
omitted  from  any  cast  from  now  up  to  the  end  of 
the  season.    The  takes  of  coarse  fish  in  the  lower 
reaches  continue  small  as  a  rule ;  there  is  little 
doing    in    the    Swale    at    present,   and   in  spite 
of  the  recent  rains  nearly  all  the  West  Riding 
rivers  are  again  running  in  small  volume.    In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  a  few  rods  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  been  only  moderate.    At  Appletreewick, 
Burnsall,  and  Bolton  Abbey  very  moderate  bags  have 
been  made;  a  few  fish  have  been  rising,  but  they 
come  short  at  the  artificial  fly.  Poult  Bloa  with  rusty 
body.  Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Cinnamon  have 
accounted  for  a  few  fish,  the  best  basket  I  have  heard 
of  being  one  of  four  brace.    In  the  district  of  Ilkley 
and  Otley  the  river  has  been  low,  the  water  being  in 
fair  condition  for  fishing.    Sport  on  the  Ilkley  length 
has  only  been  of  a  meagre  character.    Grayling  are 
rising  a  little,  but  run  small.  A  few  anglers  have  fished 
the  Otley  length,  but  sport  has  not  been  good.    A  few 
fish  have  been  caught,  but  no  baskets  worth  reporting. 
Lower  reaches  of  this  river  have  been  fairly  patronised 
by  the  bottom  fishermen.  Messrs.  Hichman,  Thomas, 
Reynolds,  and  others  have  met  with  fair  sport  with 
the  roach,  dace,  grayling,  and  pike.    Sport  beyond 
Boston,  Newton  Kyme,  and  Tadcaster  has  been  fair. 
Messrs.  Grimshaw,   Masey,   Rippon,  Byron,  Sykes, 
Stead,  Hinchcliffe  have  met  with  fair  results ;  several 
mixed  baskets  of  fish  weighing  from  61b.  to  101b.  have 
been  made ;  several  small  pike  have  been  got  out,  but 
the  large  ones  are  not  moving  yet.    A  good  many 
anglers  have  been  in  the  district  of  Tadcaster  and 
Ulleskelf.    Sport  with  the  roach,  perch,  and  dace 
has  been  of  a  meagre  lot;   those  caught  have  been 
small.    Sport  on  the  Nidd  has  not  been  encouraging. 
The  Derwent  has  been  fairly  patronised  in  the  district 
of  Ayton,  Teddingham  Bridge,  and  Schoolhouse  Hill 
by  anglers  hailing  from  Scarborough,  York,  and  Leeds. 
The  water  was  rather  discoloured  with  the  recent  rain, 
and  sport  has  not  been  good  with  the  roach  and 
dace.      At  Malton,   Kirkham,   or    Castle  Howard 
good  sport  with  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  pike  may  be 
looked  for  by  the  end  of  the  week.    On  Saturday  last 
the    Leeds  and   District  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Anglers  visited  Brigg  to  fish  their  annual  match  on 
the  river  Ancholme.    Out  of  515  competitors,  510  took 
part  in  the  match.  Fine  weather  favoured  them,  which 
made  the  outing  a  pleasant  one.    Sixty  clubs  com- 
peted for  the  Witham  Trophy,  which  was  won  by  the 
"Albion."    Sport  was  not  at  all  good  ;  the  first  prize 
was  won  by  three  fish— namely,  one  large  bream  31b. 
3oz.,  one  small  silver  bream,  and  a  "  Tommy  Ruffe  !  " 
The  chief  prize  winners  were  as  follows  :  1st,  T.  Hall, 
Sir  R.  Peel  Angling  Club,  31b.  5Joz.,  also  taking  the 
Slater-Foxcroft  Challenge  Cup  ;  2nd,  F.  Staumyland, 
.31b.  Joz. ;  3rd,  G.  Starkey,  21b.  loz.    All  the  one 
hundred  prizes  have  been  won,  the  lowest  weight 
taking  a  prize  being  5oz.— John  E.  TiIillee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New^tation-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—On  Aug.  29  Mr.  Dixon  fished  Loch  Boarlan  and  got 
fifteen  trout,  5|lb.  ;  Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  forty  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  seventy-six  trout,  8^1b.  ;  and  Messrs. 
Campbell,  on  the  same  loch,  thirty  trout,  lljlb.  On 
Aug.  30,  Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  on  Loch  Cama, 
landed  twenty-six  trout,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillam, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-four  trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  three  dozen  trout, 
151b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell,  on  Loch  Urigill,  three 
dozen  trout,  121b.  On  July  31,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillam, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty-two  trout,  121b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  four  dozen  trout, 
11  Jib. ;  and  Messrs.  Ford  and  Bonar,  on  the  same 
loch,  fifty  trout,  151b.— B. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters  (Sutherlandshire). 
—Fishing  from  the  above  wat'^rs  the  following  catches 
of  trout  have  been  had: — General  Godfrey  Clerk — 
Au<^.  26  mih.) ;  29th  (8,  41b.)  ;  31st  (8,  31b.).  Mr. 
Steel— 30th  (9,  4Jlb.,  and  1  sea-trout,  lib.) ;  31st  (81b.). 
Messrs.  Osborne   and  Beal— 81st  (22,  71b.).— David 

MUNEO. 

Ben  KUbrick  Lodge  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).- On 

Thursday  (Aug.  29)  Mr.  Wilkenson  landed  two  salmon 
weighing  61b.  and  81b.  respectively.— B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  rivers  are  now 
running  low  again  though  the  heavy  frosts  threaten 
to  break  into  rain  soon.    The  following,  staying  at 


Grayling  flies  on  gut,  hair,  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  oyer 
thirty  years'  practical  experience  as  a  grayling  tsher,  and,  hving 
close  to  the  best  grayling  waters  in  Yorkshire,  tlslies  daily 
throiiohoiit  the  season,  and  has  probably  killed  more  grayling 
than  any  man  living.  Consult  a  practical  man,  and  ensure 
sound  advice  and  reliable  tackle.-J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone 
2C011,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New  Station  street,  Leeds. 


the  Eskdalo  Hotel,  have  had  good  sport,  Mr.  Pharc 
Loch,  one  sea-trout,  Iflb.,  in  Skippers  Gullet,  and 
eighteen  yellow  trout,  in  Tarras ;  Mr.  A.  Wilson,  two 
sea-trout,  in  Upper  Esk  ;  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  three  sea- 
trout ;  Mr.  J.  Telford,  one  salmon  about  101b.,  in 
Langliolm  water ;  Mr.  A.  Morrison,  one  sea-trout ;  Mr. 
Loch,  herling  and  yellow  trout,  the  same  angler  had 
one  sea-trout  and  four  herling,  on  the  Annan  water ; 
Mr.  Dearden,  three  sea-trout  and  six  yellow  trout 
and  two  herling  ;  M.  T.  Morrison,  three  herling,  two  sea 
trout,  and  four  herling  at  two  fishings ;  Mr.  W.  Ross  and 
Mr.  P.  Story,  two  sea  trout.   Mr.  Robertson,  staying  at 
the  Crown  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  thirty  yellow  trout 
at  a  fishing  in  Langholm  water,  and  Messrs.  Elliot 
have  had  good  catches  daily.  Messrs.  Smart  and  Parker 
have  had  sea-trout  and  herling.    In  the  Canonbie 
division  of  the  river,  Dr.  Anderson  has  had  grand 
sport  with  herling.    Dr.  Blaney  and  Mr.  Blaney  have 
had  several  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Liddle  water.  Mr. 
J.  Jardine  and  Mr.  A.  Porteous  have  had  some  good  kills 
in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  Messrs.  W.  Edgar, 
R.  Steel,  D.  Murray,-  F.  Little,  and  John  Ballantyne, 
of  Woodhouse,  baskets  of  yellow  trout  and  herling. 
Fishing  in  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Weatherstone  had  a 
sea-trout  and  six  herling.     Messrs.  W.  Hotson  and 
W.  Mitchell  had  two  sea-trout,  five    whiting,  and 
a  number  of  yellow  trout.       Mr.   A.  Thompson 
had  two  sea-trout  at  a  night  fishing  in  Langholm 
water.    Mr.  R.  Laidlow  creeled  a  sea-trout,  2|lb.,  and 
on  Saturday  Mr.  J.  Turnbull  had  twenty-four  yellow 
trout  in  Logan  water.    Mr.  F.  Morrison  caught  a  sea 
trout,  Ijlb.,  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  J.  Laidlow  caught 
six  sea-trout  and  eleven  herling  in  three  fishings. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  light  showers  of  rain 
that  have  fallen  recently  have  had  the  effect  of  making 
the  river  rise  slightly.  There  is  supposed  to  be  a 
goodly  number  of  fish  in  the  pools,  and  now  that  the 
dry  weather  has  given  place  to  wet,  and  the  removal 
of  the  Lets,  a  successful  autumn  season  is  expected. 
On  the  Blairmore  section,  on  the  29th  ult.,  Mr.  L.  S. 
B.  Hull,  Invermarkie  Farm,  had  a  grilse  of  41b.,  and 
on  the  30th  Mr.  E.  C.  P.  Hull  had  a  grilse  also  of  the 
same  weight.  Several  fish  have  also  been  killed  on 
the  Rathiemay  section. — H.W. 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  —  Pishing 
from  the  above  waters  the  following  catches  of  trout 
have  been  had  :— Mr.  Pickering— Aug  20  (1,  4ilb.) ; 
21st  (1  grilse,  51b.).  Mr.  Arrowsmith— 20th  (3,  4ilb.) ; 
31st  (21,  71b.).  Mr.  Chance— 20th  (8,  31b.) ;  21st  (8, 
01b.);  24th  (30,  81b.).  Mr.  Sloan— 20th  (8,  41b.). 
Mr.  Brown— 20th  (9,  41b.).  Mr.  Webster  — 21st  (1 
grilse,  61b.,  and  1  salmon,  71b.).  Dr.  Law— 21st  (l 
grilse,  61b) ;  24th  (1  grilse,  61b.).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young 
—21st  (12,  81b.).  Mr.  Wallace— 29th  (1  grilse,  71b., 
and  1  salmon,  121b.).  Willie  Wallace— 30th  (1  grilse, 
51b.).  Master  Arrowsmith— 31st  (12,  5ilb.).— W. 
Wallace. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers).— Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Aug.  21,  Mr.  Cobb  killed  a  nice  grilse 
of  71b.  On  Aug.  26,  Mr.  W.  Pile,  Sutton,  killed 
three  grilse,  two  weighing  3Jlb.  eacli  and  one  6Jlb., 
also  five  trout,  21b.  On  Aug.  27,  the  same  gentleman 
killed  ten  trout,  31b. ;  on  Aug.  28,  fourteen  trout, 
7Jlb. ;  and  on  Aug.  29,  thirteen  trout,  5|lb.  On 
Aug.  30,  Mr.  Bingham,  Sheffield,  killed  two  trout, 
41b.  ;  and  Mr.  Harold  Thomas,  Sheffield,  fishing  Loch  , 
Brau,  had  six  trout,  31b.  On  Aug.  31,  fishing  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  Thomas  killed  eight  trout,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr. 
Bingham,  fishing  Loch  Ness,  four  trout,   21b.  -S. 

TiLSTON. 

Naver— Bettyhill  (via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  28th 
Mr.  Alfred  Brockelhurst,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  seven 
salmon  on  Beat  No.  2;  on  29th  Captain  Wallace, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  5,  and 
Mr.  Allison  Johnstone,  Skelpick  Lodge,  got  one  salmon 
on  private  waters. — B. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
On  Aug.  20,  Colonel  Sandford  (Clifton),  on  Loch 
Gorm,  had  twenty-six  trout,  91b.;  on  the  23rd,  on 
Mid  Shin,  six  trout,  51b. ;  on  the  29th,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  nine  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Hermon 
(Cornwall),  on  Loch  Merkland,  eight  trout,  41b.  On 
Aug.  22,  Dr.  Hallowes  (Maidstone),  on  Loch  Merkland, 
one  ferox,  91b. ;  on  the  26th,  on  Top  Shin,  seven  trout, 
31b. ;  on  the  29th,  on  Loch  Merkland,  ten  trout,  51b. ; 
on  the  30th,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fourteen  trout,  61b. 
On  Aug.  26,  Colonel  Wakefield,  on  Loch  More,  six 
sea-trout,  91b.  On  Aug.  31,  Colonel  Sandford  and 
Dr.  Hallowes,  on  Loch  More,  six  sea-trout,  81b. — 
W.  Mackay. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  There  is  a  fresh  run  of 
herling  this  week  from  the  Solway.  The  netsmen  in 
the  Solway  are  getting  fme  hauls  of  autumn  salmon, 
and  last  week  was  a  record  for  the  back  end.  Many 
fine  salmon  of  from  161b.  to  261b.  were  caught  this 
week  by  Annan  fishermen,  and  the  "haafers"  have 
been  doing  particularly  well,  one  Annan  man  took 
three  salmon  in  one  tide.  On  The  Annan.— Rain  fell  on 
Thursday  night  (Sept.  29),  and  the  waters  begaL  to  rise 
on  the  following  day.  Fishing  in  the  Howes  pool  with 
fly  Mr.  P.  McGiverin  killed  fourteen  herling.  On  Friday 
evening  (Aug.  30)  he  had  eight  with  fly  ;  on  Monday 
(Sept.  2)  eight ;  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  3)  four.  Mr.  J .  Laurie 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

louglis  Mask.  Corrib,  and  lough-na-Poueh  - 

Fishing  the  above  waters  from  Mount  GaWe  Sel 

Mr   As'hton"  ^'^^T  '"f  I''''''  pa^t  weS: 

Mr.  Ashton  London,  to  his  own  rod  on  Sent  2 
caught  five  pike  weighing  G7^1b.,  largest  22^b  Othe; 
ang  ers  have  made  large  baskets  of  trou  ;  largest 

W  n.n''^r^/''t  ^"""^  September  and  Octobe 

best  months  for  large  lake  trout  and  big  pike.- J  A  J 
Louffhs  Mask  and  Corrib.-Pishing\bove  waters 

Norwi5T°S-^'^'"  ^1°^^^^^'  continues  good 

Notwithstanding  unsettled  weather,  some  good  baskets 
have  been  creeled  both  on  the  fly  as  well^art  ol  tn  ' 
Largest  trout  on  the  fly,  3ilb.  ;  largest  trolling  SiU."-' 
argestpike,22Xlb.    SepteLbe;  isThe  S 
large  lake  trout.-J.  A.  J.    [Too  late  for  insertion  list 


took  five  herlmg  on  Monday  morning  (Sept.  2)  with 
small  fly,  and  at  a  short  outing  in  the  evening  he  had 
nine  herlmg.    Mr.  J.  Bell  took  ten  herling  on  Thurs- 
day (Aug.  29),  and  eight  on  Friday  night  (Aug  30) 
with  Turkey  Fly.    The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  fishing  with 
the  minnow  below  Northfield,  caught  a  sea-trout  of 
^Ib    and  a  brace  of  herling.    The  Rev.  F.  Coleby 
had  a  sea-trout  of  21b.   and  a  few  herling  with 
fly    on    Monday  evening    (Sept    2).     Mr.  Millar 
caught  a  sea  trout  of  l^lb.  and  a  yellow  trout  of  i\h 
below  Annan  bridge.    Mr.  T.  S.  Tweedie  caught  three 
heiOing  on  Tuesday  evening  (Sept.  3)  with  fly,  and  Mr 
R.  H.  Benson  had  a  herling  or  two  on  Monday  (Sept  2) 
The  Nithwas  a  little  disturbed  last  week-end,  but  the 
streams  have  been  in  nice  order  since  Monday  (Sept  2) 
Some  fair  sport  has  been  reported  from  the  Mid- 
Nithsdale    section    below    the    ducal    village  of 
ihornhill     The  higher  waters  near  Sanquhar  have 
also  aSorded  sport.    Several  nice  sea-trout  and  yellow 
trout  have  been  taken  in  the  evenings.    In  the  Gal- 
loway rivers,  local  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  this  week 
on  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse.  Herling  have  been  running 
from  the  firth,  and  the  rods  have  had  from  a  brace 
to  eight  herliLg.    The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  has 
also  been  in  good  ply  for  fly,  and  the  baskets  have 
been  heavier.    Moderate  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  Ayrshire  rivers.    The  waters  have  been 
in  fairly  good  order  during  the  present  week.    On  the 
lochs  the  sport  has  not  been  of  much  account  of  late 
In  the  Annandale  Kirtle  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  caught.— Heatheebell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Lakes  (co.  Down).-There  was  no 

trouting  worth  recording  on  the  Ballynahinch  Lakes 
and  large  takes  of  perch  and  pike  were  made  on 
Lough  Arne  by  Lisburn  anglers.  White  trout  are 
slowly  pushing  up  the  Crossgar.— J.  A.  B 

Bann  (Kilrea).— As  this  river  has  been  in  flood 
and  discoloured  for  the  past  week  very  little  has  been 
done  on  any  of  the  sections.  It  has  now  settled  down 
and  IS  only  running  a  few  inches  above  summer  level 
There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  pools,  and  with 
clear  water  and  the  present  low  temperature  it  will 
be  the  angler  s  fault  if  good  sport  is  not  had  from  now 
tUi  bept.  3a  when  the  season  closes.  There  were 
mX  taken  on  this  section  for  the  week, 

Mr.  F  Dawson  and  Captain  Ownslow  each  landing 
one  of  /lb.    Trout  are  taking  freely  as  the  shallow! 

^f.^f    ^1  .°''^'^7'*''T!f f-^om  the  deep  reaches 
since  the  late  floods. — Daniel  O'Pee 

Belfast  and  District.— The  local  rivers  are  rather 
low  again,  but  flax  water  has  almost  disappeared  from 
P.T'^/flV'^^"' tideway  of  the  Comber 
and  odd  fish  have  been  taken  below  Comber.  Thev 
ment'^J  A  B       ^^"^^  touting  shows  an  improve- 

■J^^^^  S^^'^}y^T^^T^^on.  and  Belleek).- Sport  has 
improved  during  the  past  week  on  the  Erne,  and  the 
wJ^'^i"  particulars  :-Mr.  C.  Speakman 

landed  two  salmon  of  14!b.  and  61b.  on  Sept.  2  and  3  • 
Ur.  Goodwin  landed  two  salmon  of  841b.  and  141b  on 
same  dates;  Dr.  McClelland  landed  three  salmon  on 
Aug.  28  of  201b.,  81b.,  and  81b. ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tarbuck 
-^^^^  °f  61b.  and  lOIb.  on  Aug  31  •  and 

Sf^.^'f '1^.^^^"'^^'^  °f  eak  on 

bept  2    At  time  of  writing  the  weather  continues 

to  the  end  of  the  month  as  the  river  is  keeping  in  fine 
fishing  order.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons  ^  » 
im^"""'^  ^-iyers.-The  weather  conditions  having 
improved  better  sport  is  now  being  had  on  all  thi 
principal  Kerry  rivers.  The  takes,  however,  have  not 
f^ti,''^  ■  ^"^^^S^  for  tbe  season,  but  the  outlook 
lor  the  coming  week  is  bright.— T.  J.  D. 

KiUarney.— Sport  is  now  showing  much  improve 
ment  in  all  departments  on  lakes  and  rivers,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  next  few  days  is  good  — T  J  D 

Lough  Currane  (WaterviUe,  co.'  Kerrv)  — 
hport  is  now  showing  some  improvement  on  Lou<^h 
Currane  a  sea  trout,  but  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been 
had  since  last  report.— T.  J.  D. 


lougrli  Melvin.-Trout  fishing  was  generally  first- 
class  during  the  past  week,  all  the  anglers  out  l.einc. 
IroTl  '^^'T^  "  '^'^'^^^^  °f  fi-^^  specintens  of  gi l  a  oS 
CoT  M tbe  different  catche.s°made 
Col.  M.  Tynte  R.M.,  and  friends  had  a  fine  day's 
sport  amongst  the  trout  on  Melvin  on  2nd  inst.  and 
amongst  the  capture  of  trout  for  the  day  there  weTe 
three  l)eautiful  gillaroo  trout  averaging  311,  each 
MeTvin  ?o  'flT  '"^'^'^  amongst ^the  trout  oii 

Mountain  Lakes   (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry) - 

Good  sport  IS  now  being  had,  but  the  fish,  as  usual 
are  of  a  small  size.— T.  J.  D.  "suai, 

fic?^-?^^fi!^*"',"*|-T^''"'''  Sood  order,  and  lots  of 
fish  m  the  pools,  but  will  not  rise  owing  to  bright  sun- 

weeT-  JS-u'l^'''  hooked  some  of  thTm'll^t 

week,  and  broke  in  one.  He  got  some  nice  pike 
fishing  on  Lough  Conn  on  Saturday  (Aug.  31)  gett  n' 
one  of  121b.  and  one  of  71b.  What  we  want  now  a 
change  m  the  weather,  and  then  we  expect  some  sport 
There  is  some  nice  trout  fishing  down  the  estuary 
with  some  rough  shooting.-JoHN  Devees  •  ^ 
MarrM'  'w"^H^  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo)  — Weather  fine,  fish  taking  badly  Dr  Moss 
two  grilse  lllb._;  Mr.  C.  Gotten,  one  grilse,  71b.  m  ' 
H  Law  two  grilse,  131b.  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Steel  Miss 
Steel,  Master  Steel,  Mr.  Barton,  and  Master  W.  Ba  ton 
are  getting  daily  from  nine  to  twenty  sea-trout,  largest 
J  v  '  A  °^  *r°ut  are  taking  fairly 

Mr  rn^F°'^Tf  ^Jf"^.^"  ^^""^  got'  largest  151b. 
Mr  Godwin  Booth  had  two  jack  ;  he  also  had  some 
good  rough  shootmg  with  his  gillie  Peter,  who  is  an 
untiring  puntsman.— Pat  Hbaenes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Dergr  (Killaloe).-Tvvo 
days  heavy  ram  has  raised  the  water  somewhat.  Mr. 
mrfv'nf  ff^'i  Springfield,  Prescot,  England,  and 
party  of  twelve  have  arrived  here  for  the  fishing  He 
W  ilT  \^^^  Treherne's  preserves,  and 

has  taken  my  water  also.    On  the  latter  his  two  sous, 
'''''^  Cotliam,  are  having  good  spor 

HlS^  t     1  P*"""^-         ^"-Jay  (Aug-  30)  they 

iTfl'''  fi^t*™"*  132  good  perch  ;  on  Tuesday 
(bept.  3)  they  got  twenty  trout  weighiLg  121b  •  on  the 

4^1  b.  Good  supply  of  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  pre- 
served reaches.— S.  J.  Huelby  ^ 
nUh^M^  K.ivers.-The  flax-water  has  cleared  out 
of  the  Mourne,  Black  water,  and  Ballinderry  and  their 
tributaries,  and  they  are  rather  low  for  successful 
nsnmg.  Last  week  some  fresh  run  salmon  got  up  the 
Mourne  as  far  as  Newtonstewart.— J  A  B  ■ 
i«  '^n^^^i,  (WaterviUe,  co.  Kerry).-Sport 

IS  now  better  at  sea-trout  and  brown  trout  The 
waters  are  m  fair  order,  but  still  rather  low  — T  J  D 


SEA  FISHING. 


Ballycotton.— Sport  has  been-  fair  at  pollack,  and 
generally  good  at  all  other  fish  usually  had  at  and 
around  this  station.  Mackerel  are  numerous,  but  have 
not  been  specially  angled  for.— T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  and  Ding-le  (co.  Kerry).— Sport  is 
now  good  at  pollack,  fair  at  whiting,  gurnard,  and 
bream,  but  backward  in  other  departments.— T.  J  D 

Deal.— The  week-end  fishing  from  the  bay  has  com- 
menced for  the  season.  On  Friday  (Aug.  30),  Mr.  Henley 
landed  one-and-a-half  score  whiting  and  one-and-a-half 
[  ^ore  flatfish,  etc.    On  Saturday  (Aug.  31),  Mr.  Prank 
Herring  had  four  score  whiting  and  flatfish  and  one 
codling,  and  Mr.  Ball,  two  score  flatflsh.    On  Sept  1 
Mr.  Nunn  and  Mr.  C.  Marshall  landed  two  icore 
whiting,  twenty-eight  flatfish,  and  a  few  good  pouting 
On  Monday  (Sept.  2),  wind  easterly ;  Mr.  J.  Glassington 
and  two  friends,  two-and-a-half  score  whiting,  codlincr 
and  flatfish,  and  one  sole ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nunn  two 
score  whitmg,  flatfish,  and  pouting.  Tuesday  (Sept  3) 
strong  wind,  easterly,  too  much  for  fishing.  Wednes- 
day (Sept.  4)  gale  easterly,  and  water  very  thick.  When 
the  weather  moderates  and  water  is  in  better  condition 
1  anticipate  better  sport.— Edward  Hangee  (Agent, 
B.b.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— A  strong  east  wind  has  pre- 
vailed during  the  past  few  days,  and  but  few  anglers 
have  put  m  an  appearance.  On  Friday,  Aug.  30,°Mr 
and  Mrs.  Hutchings  made  a  nice  bag  of  ten  codl'in'^s' 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Histed  took  a  nice  lobster 


and  a  fZ  ^  ^^Z"^-         ^^'''^  ^"^^  "        "d  mullet 
a  few  whiting  on  Saturday,  Aug.  31,  and  Mr. 

?ooSl"^'/  °f  21b.: 'while  Mrs.  Hussey 

hooked  and  successfully  landed  a  lady's  umbrella  ! 
bept  1  witnessed  but  poor  sport,  the  average  per  rod 
not  ranging  above  four  fish.  Though  the  water  was 
ZL  tf  °\Monday,  Sept.  2,  several  fair  bag  w^e 
mnn.f  1  ''■■ea'^faBt,  and  Mr.  Clothier  took  a  grey 
Sitv  "''^  'J^'^'^    r^ro  fish  in  this 

Bur  f'«nY"!f'.'-.""^^'"«'''  liichardson,  and 
and  Mr  wt.*^"^  ^^""'^  '""'^  °°  T^-^^-i^y  morning. 
P^Hv  .  ;  ^  J'Z  "^^^  'ban  satisfied  with  his 

eaily  catch  of  three  codlings  and  a  dab,  while  Mr. 
lenns  sole  of  lib.  was  the  admiration  of  all  his 
biother  anglers.  Despite  the  very  thick  water  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Whitehead  secured  a  cod  of  51b  ,  and 
Ml.  Hutohings  one  of  i^lh.,  but  the  very  hi"h  tide 
prevented  anyone  from  wetting  a  line  for  most'part  of 
!ol  n^l  Several  good  catches  of  whiting  have 
recently  been  made  from  the  boats.-J.  Ri,,-uaI.,son. 

JJingle.— Lottom  fishers  are  now  having  good  sport 
bteaT-T.  J       P^^'^'P^^y  S^'-'^-rd,   whifing,  Vi 

..h}^?"^^^- TJ^"  weather  has  been  rather  un- 
settled during  the  past  week,  and  rather  breezy  for 
pier  fishing;  the  trawlers,  however,  have  been  doing 
well.  A  large  quantity  of  bream  have  been  taken  by 
tbe  Hooking  boats  outside  the  breakwater  about  a 
mile  or  so  to  the  southward,  and  the  whiting  boats 
nearer  to  the  Eddystone,  or  in  the  line  of  Uvcnty 
fe  horns  have  been  taking  some  very  fine  whiting, 
which  have,  contrary  to  their  usual  custom,  been 
scouring  about  five  fathoms  below  the  surface  This 
iias  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  fishermen,  who  would 
prefer  pulling  up  a  line  with  a  31b.  or  41b.  sinker  five 
fathoms  every  time  than  thirty  or  forty-usual  depth. 
When  there  are  plenty  of  fish  and  a  boat  with  three 
Hands  take  sixty  or  seventy  dozen  it  means  some  hard 
work  hauling  the  lines.  Large  quantities  of  bass  and 
pollack  have  been  caught  off  Turnchapel  Pier,  one 
ltEDEE"(RS.^I|.r^'^'^'^        "'^^  day.-Wi..:A. 

WaterviUe.— Sport  is  now  much  better  in  all 
departments,  but  still  far  below  the  standard.  A  huge 
skate  weighing  1061b.  was  recently  had  by  Colonel 
JJonc^ter  on  an  ordinary  sea  red  and  tackle.— 


^"Q^ng  fixtures, 

September  8. 

Blackfriars  :  Outing  and  Dinner. 

Bostonian  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
September  9. 

Anglers'  Association:  Finance  and  General  Com- 
mittee. 
September  12. 

Walton  :  Competition  and  Supper. 
September  14  &  15. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Staines. 


Sept 


.  15.- 
15. 
15.- 
15.- 
15.- 
15.- 
15.- 

15.  - 

16.  - 
22.- 
22.- 
22.- 
20.- 
2G.- 
29.- 
29.- 

29.  - 

30.  - 


-Allason  United:  Cup  competition. 

-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

-Camden  :  Outing  to  Teddington. 

-Clapham  Junction :  Outing. 

-Islington  Brothers :  Match  on  the  Stort 

-Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

-Park  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

-Stratford  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

-Camden :  Visit. 

-Clissold  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

-Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

-Sundial :  Outing. 

-Acton  :  Competition  at  Goring. 

-Oglander  :  Punt  Competition °and  Visit. 

-Alma  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

-Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

-West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match. 

■Cambridge  Heath  Brothers.— A.B.S.  concert. 


IRepovts  from  Clubs. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertio7i)  viust  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute" 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.- The  financS  committee 
will  meet  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  general  committee  at 
8.45  p.m.,  on  Monday  next,  Sept.  9.— R.  G.  Woodrdff. 

Admieal  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish  on 
Sept.  1  by  Iilessrs.  Bignall,  Wilson,  and  several  other 
members. — C.  M.  Stedman. 

Abeecorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms 
Clapham  Junction.— Since  last  report  the  followin*^ 
members  have  weighed  in;-A.  Painter,  241b,  bream 
and  roach ;  T.  Green,  bream  o.Ub.  ;  A.  Cousin,  chub 
and  roach  ;  C.  Markworth,  roach  ;  A.  Churcher,  bream. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  next  meeting  to  decide 
locale  of  next  outing. — A.  Painter. 
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Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Aoton. — The  second  competition  of  the  above  took 
place  at  Twickenham  for  Captain  Clark's  prizes, 
value  £5  5s.  Upon  weighing  in  at  club  house,  Mr. 
F.  E.  Blake  took  first  prize,  value  £2  ;  Mr.  W.  Newark, 
second,  value  £1  10s. ;  Mr.  W.  Howell,  third,  value 
f  1 ;  Mr.  C.  F.  Hammond,  value  15s.  Mr.  W.  Howell 
also  weighed  in,  from  private  water,  Uxbridge,  21Jlb. 
of  fine  roach.  Next  competition  for  Mr.  W.  Eyd- 
man's  prizes,  from  the  bank  at  Goring,  Sept.  26  (three 
prizes). — W.  Howell. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
—On  Sept.  1  Mr.  H.  Slack  had  a  nice  bream,  A. 
Osborne  roach,  and  Ben  Abrahams,  Colnc  roach.  We 
hold  our  second  cup  competition  at  Uxbridge  on 
Sept.  15  ;  usual  conditions.  A  special  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  11,  at  9  p.m.  sharp  ;  business  of 
importance.  Don't  forget  the  trustees  of  A.  A.  solid 
silver  cup  and  other  prizes  will  be  competed  for  in  our 
new  waters  at  King's  Langley  on  29th;  all  to  be 
present  and  have  a  good  go  and  try  your  arm. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.— Our  outing  at  Hatfield  Peverel 
was  a  success,  all  prizes  being  won  in  the  following 
order: — Messrs.  Harding,  Harris,  Kay,  and  Proven. 
Sept.  11  will  be  quarterly  night.— G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— On  Sept.  1  Mr.  G. 
Mallett  weighed  in  roach  and  gudgeon  from  the 
Thames.  Wednesday's  meeting  was  well  attended, 
and  it  was  arranged  to  fish  our  September  match  at 
Bourne  End,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good  number 
turji  out.— C.T.A. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— Our  match  on  Sep- 
tember 1  resulted  as  follows :— Mr.  J.  Hudson  (1st), 
Mr.  J.  Nosworthy  (2nd),  and  Mr.  R.  Dring  (3rd). 
Mr.  C.  Ireland  weighed  11  a  fine  take  of  bream, 
261b.  15Joz.  Mr.  A.  Pemberton  131b.  of  roach  and 
bream. — A.  Dejokge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Mr.  G.  Armstrong 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  bream,  61b.  ;  "  Spider," 
roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Croft,  roach ;  Mr.  Whigley  had 
roach  but  got  too  late  to  weigh  in.  We  fish  our 
September  series  of  prizes  on  Sept.  15,  place  and 
conditions  to  be  decided  on  Sept.  11.— C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— On  Aug.  29  Mr. 
W.  Streetou  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  bream  (largest 
31b.  lOoz,),  and  on  Sept.  1  Mr.  J.  Martin  weighed  in 
bream  and  roach  (largest  roach  lib.  3oz.) — A.  W. 

WOODHEAD. 

Blackeriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.— Several  members  were  out  on  Sept.  1 
with  good  results,  over  701b.  of  fish  being  exhibited 
at  the  club  house  by  the  following  ;  Messrs.  Kobett, 
Wheelhouse,  Merrygold,  Sharpies,  and  Howard. 
Our  dinner  outing  and  September  series  of  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  Sept.  8  at  Woking  Broad  Meads,  only 
one  rod ;  also  annual  dinner  same  time  at  White 
Horse,  Woking,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — J.  Wheelhouse; 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Kentish  Town.— An  outing  will  be  held  at 
Shiplake  on  Sept.  8.  Train  leaves  Paddington  at  9.15. 
Usual  conditions  in  respect  to  outings  as  to  weighing 
in.— J.  H. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  outing  to  Cheshunt  was  not  a  success, 
the  result  being  only  seven  members  weighing  in  out 
of  thirty-five  competitors  for  the  nine  prizes.  Mr.  B. 
Sawyer,  sen.,  and  Mr.  Ben  Smith  tied,  the  benefit 
being  given  to  Mr.  Sawyer  ;  Mr.  B.  Argent,  3rd ;  Mr. 
H.Ward,  4th;  Mr.  G.  Bowker,  5th;  Mr.  C.  Pycroft, 
6th.  Mr.  H.  Morgan  took  the  new  members'  prize. 
AH  taken  with  roach.  The  two  remaining  prizes  have 
been  left  over  to  go  on  to  the  next  outing.  A  concert 
on  behalf  of  the  A.  B.  takes  place  on  Sept.  30. 
Quarterly  night,  Sept.  24.— E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— We  finished  up  August  with  a 
very  good  show — Mr.  Cook,  roach,  141b.  loz. ;  Wilson, 
roacht  81b.  15oz. ;  A.  Taylor,  roach,  61b.  141b;  Mann, 
barbel  and  roach,  61b.  7ioz. ;  Messrs.  Whittick,  P. 
Dykes,  S.  Dykes,  Adams,  Parker,  H.  Taylor,  Reynolds, 
and  A.  C.  Hoodless  having  smaller  takes.  The  next 
visit  on  the  Camden  list  will  go  to  the  above  on 
Sept.  16. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  to  arrange 
locale  of  another  match.  Mr.  J.  Thorne  weighed  m 
on  Sept.  1.— G.T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S. W.— Mr.  Gisburne  weighed 
in  some  nice  roach  on  Sept.  1.  Our  outing  for  Sept.  8 
is  open  (roving),  from  Wraysbury  Station;  bank  only; 
all  fish  to  weigh.    Three  prizes.— F.  Bishop. 

Clarence  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence 
Hotel,  Bolton.— The  annual  dinner  of  the  above 


society  took  place  on  Aug.  28,  when  the  members  and 
their  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  spread  provided 
by  Host  and  Hostess  Barton.  During  the  evening 
several  songs  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Taggart, 
Campbell,  Jones,  Martin,  and  Grantham.  The  usual 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  president  and  the 
other  officers  for  their  services  during  the  past 
year,  and  also  to  the  host  and  hostess  for  their  kind 
services,  concluding  with  the  usual  "  God  Save  the 
King."  J^ianist,  Mr.  Morris.— F.  Yates. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Camden  Angling  Society  held  at  the  Locomotive, 
James-street,  Camden-town,  on  Sept.  16. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— We  have  an  outing 
on  Sept.  22  to  Ware  for  seven  prizes.  Boundary,  Ware 
Lock  to  Engine  House.  To  show  fish  at  the  Look 
Bridge  not  later  than  G.45  p.m.  All  members  fishing 
in  match  must  go  down  to  Ware  on  morning  of  same. 
We  have  had  several  good  shows  of  roach  and  bream 
from  our  members  lately,  but  I  should  like  to  see  a 
larger  muster  on  business  nights. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoLBBROOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.— Several  of  our  members 
have  been  out.  Mr.  W.  A.  George  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  from  Amberley ;  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  rudd  from 
Burnham.  Our  special  monthly  meeting  takes  place 
on  Sept.  12  (members  please  note)  to  discuss  altering 
meeting  night  from  Thursday  to  Wednesday,  and  to 
arrange  proposed  outing  to  East  Maiden. — T.  W. 
Johnson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.- On  Sept.  1,  Mr.  W. 
Poole,  jack,  one  brace ;  Mr.  H.  Stump,  dace  ;  Mr.  F. 
Beames,  dace  ;  Mr.  E.  Elsey,  bream  ;  Mr.  Ball,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Mr.  Jarrett,  roach  and  bream.  On  Sept.  4, 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  bream  (fine  show).— F.  P.  Sor(;e. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W.— Our  outing  to 
Staines  on  Sept.  1  resulted  as  follows  :  J.  White,  1st ; 
A.  Allen,  2nd  ;  H.  Sheekey  and  R.  S.  Christmas  tied  for 
3rd  ;  H.  Lovett  and  E.  Crane  also  weighed  in.  G. 
Sheekey  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  private  water 
on  Wednesday.  The  next  outing  will  take  place  at 
Yalding  on  Oct.  6  for  five  prizes.  A  gentleman  has 
offered  10s.  for  largest  roach  taken  in  this  outing,  open 
to  hon.  and  working  members.  Mr.  R.  Sheekey  was 
elected  a  working  member. — J.  W^hite. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Sept.  1  James  Massey  weighed 
in  bream,  largest  31b.  9f  oz.  ;  John  Massey,  bream  and 
chub;  Cutbush  bream,  roach,  and  gudgeon:  and  J. 
Read  perch.  On  Tuesday  J.  Bailey  weighed  in  some 
nice  roach.  An  outing  to  Byfleet  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  22,  usual  conditions;  members  to  go  down  by  the 
8.25  from  Waterloo.— W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  1  we  competed 
at  Harlow  for  six  prizes,  value  ,£3  2s.  6d.  The  result 
was  as  follows  :  1st,  Mr.  H.  Sampson ;  2nd,  Mr.  P. 
Wild ;  3rd,  Mr.  A.  Wild ;  4th,  Mr.  F.  Davison  ;  5th, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd,  sen.;  6th,  Mr.  R.  Parram  ;  Mr.  F. 
Baldwin  being  the  unlucky  one— Joz.  short  in  weight. 
Mr.  T.  Swain  also  had  roach  from  other  waters.  On 
Tuesday  (Sept.  3)  there  was  a  very  fair  attendance, 
when  a  resolution  was  placed  on  the  books  that  in 
future  the  secretary  will  not  be  allowed  to  receive  any 
moneys  from  members  away  from  the  club  house 
except  by  post.— S.  Malby. 

DuLWicH  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel,  East 
Dulwich,  S.E.— We  had  a  blank  on  Sept.  1.  On 
Sept.  2  Mr.  J.  Bannister  had  a  splendid  show  of 
perch  and  roach  from  the  Kennet.  At  the  meetmg 
on  Wednesday  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Messrs. 
Exall  and  Grimsdall  for  attending  the  Central 
Association  delegates'  meeting  on  Monday  last.— 
E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— The  following  weighed  in  last  week,  but  all 
the  takes  were  small :— Messrs.  H.  Creeks,  bream  ;  J. 
Durell,  perch  ;  and  J.  Head,  roach.  Mr.  H.  F.  Cornish 
was  elected  an  honorary  member. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  Aug.  25 
Messrs.  A.  Crow.  Verity,  Mowl,  and  Ellins  weighed 
in.  On  Sept.  1  Messrs.  Verity  and  Ellins  weighed  m. 
On  the  3rd  Mr.  King  weighed  in  a  nice  trout  of 
21b.  I5I0Z.  I  should  like  to  see  more  members  turn 
up ;  we  have  not  had  enough  to  form  a  quorum  this 
last  two  meeting  nights. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.— Our  pri?e  outing  at 
Shiplake  was  successful  as  far  as  winning  all  the  prizes, 
but  the  Thames,  from  a  weed  point  of  view,  is  no 
better  than  the  Lea.  The  following  were  the  suc- 
cessful competitors  :— MessrPi  Hunt,  1st  (who,  with 
other  fish,  had  a  roach,  lib.  6oz.) ;  Stinton,  2nd ;  Ball, 
3rd;  Huggett,  4th;  Jones,  5th;  Overton,  6th;  and 
Thompson,  prize  for  largest  roach  on  the  day.  The 
following  also  weighed  in  :— Messrs.  May  bury,  Dutton, 
Philpott,  Anderson,  R.  Acambar,  and  J.  Loyde. 
Members  please  note  there  is  a  prize  for  the  best  show 
of  dace  on  either  of  the  next  four  Sundays.— P.  A.  Gray. 


Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.  —  We  have  a  roach  competition 
from  Sept.  8  to  Sept.  30  inclusive  ;  particulars  will  be 
posted  on  the  notice  board.  Mr.  Woodhouse,  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  3,  weighed  in  a  very  fine  show  of  roach, 
gross  weight,  131b.;  largest  specimens,  lib.  Sfoz., 
lib.  60Z.,  and  many  more  over  lib.  Mr.  Tilley  also 
weighed  in  two  very  nice  bream. — E.  S.  C. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— ]SIr.  Russell  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Hope  members  will 
attend  next  Wednesday  for  special  business.— C.  S. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Sept.  1  Messrs.  G.  Green 
and  Andrews  weighed  in  roach.  On  the  3rd  we  made 
a  new  member,  Mr.  F.  Newman.  In  future  those 
members  who  cannot  go  out  fishing  on  Sundays  will 
be  allowed  to  weigh  in  on  Tuesdays,  but  must  give 
in  their  names  to  the  secretary,  and  that  their  fish 
that  are  weighed  in  on  the  Tuesdays  will  count  to 
their  credit  of  gross  weight  for  the  season.  _  No  fish 
taken  by  those  members  on  a  Sunday  special  prize 
outing  will  count  (only  for  that  day). — E.  W. 
Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— Our  match  at  Maiden 
East  was  well  attended ;  we  fished  for  nine  prizes  but 
only  four  were  taken,  as  follows  : — Reeve,  1  ;  Gran- 
field,  2  ;  Wilkes,  3  ;  J.  H.  Herbert,  4— roach  and  dace. 
We  fish  off  the  remainder  on  the  Stort  on  Sept.  15, 
peg  down  between  Burnt  Mill  and  Harlow.  Our 
delegate  also  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central 
Association,  which  was  duly  accepted,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  for  same. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — Our  competition  for  last  week 
resulted  in  J.  Hawkins,  first  prize,  with  bream;  J. 
Morgan,  second,  bream;  T.  W.  Yates,  third,  roach; 
J.  W.  Freeman,  fourth,  roach  and  perch ;  C.  Glover, 
fifth,  bream ;  F.  Crowther,  sixth,  roach  ;  W.  Baker, 
seventh,  roach.  P.  Sturgess  weighed  in  this  week 
roach,  the  finest  turning  the,  scale  at  lib.  loz.,  several 
going  over  Jib. — W.  Freeman. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.  —  At  the 
bi-monthly  meeting,  held  on  Sept.  3,  no  business  of 
any  importance  transpired,  and  reports  from  members, 
who  have  been  enjoying  their  favourite  sport  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  were  most  discouraging ;  never- 
theless, this  has  not  deterred  several  of  our  ardent 
anglers  from  arranging  for  a  week  in  the  south  of 
Scotland,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  amends 
may  be  made  for  several  previous  disappointments  in 
the  same  locality.  Final  arrangements  for  the  first 
angling  outing  of  the  association  (as  a  body)  will  be 
made  at  our  next  meeting,  to  be  held  on  Sept.  17,  and 
it  was  unanimously  desired  that  the  same  should  take 
place  in  the  waters  of  the  association,  where  members 
have  recently  had  better  sport  than  those  who  have 
travelled  to  rivers  at  a  much  greater  distance.— 
"  March  Brown." 

Lychnobitb  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lano,  E.C.— The  competition  held  on  Aug.  31  and 
Sept.  1  at  Waltham  was  won  by  Mr.  N.  Martin,  Mr.' 
A.  Matthews  being  second.  I  wish  to  thank  Mr. 
Walter  Parry,  of  the  King's  Arms,  for  his  kind  atten- 
tion to  members  on  both  days.  A  fine  show  of  dace 
from  Teddington  was  weighed  in  on  Tuesday  evening 
(Sept.  3)  by  Vice-President  Ohaplais.— Sid  Ransom. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.  —  On  Sept.  1  Mr. 
Boarman  weighed  in  roach,  heaviest  lib.  lloz.  ;  on 
the  2nd  Mr.  Hellicar,  dace,  heaviest  10|oz.  Will 
members  attend  early  in  future,  so  as  to  get  the 
business  over  in  proper  time. — H.  Stretch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Aug.  28  and  31 
Mr.  A.  Kidd  weighed  in  and  won  Mr.  Dold's  prize  for 
gross  weight.  Mr.  W.  E.  Naylor  also  weighed  in  and 
tied  with  the  best  perch  of  the  season.  On  Sept.  1 
two  members  had  nice  shows  of  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Thames  ;  Messrs.  Cartwright  Bros,  and  W.  Moyler 
also  had  small  takes.  On  Tuesday  an  interesting  letter 
was  read  by  Mr.  S.  Thacker  (chairman,  pro  tern.)  from- 
a  member  at  the  front— recently  made  a  corporal — 
sending  best  wishes  for  a  good  season.  Mr.  G.  Cart- 
wright  added  two  cases  to  our  collection  of  stuffed  fish. 
September  punt  competition  (29th  inst.)  will  be  finally 
settled  on  Tuesday  next.  Next  visit  is  Sept.  26,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Coates  in  the  chair.— W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Sept.  1  the  following  weighed  in :— S.  Dulieu,  jack  ; 
J.  Nagle,  perch;  T.  Towerbutts,  roach  and  dace;  A. 
Birch,  roach  and  dace  ;  J.  Slade,  roach  ;  T.  Hadkiss, 
roach  ;  S.  Crutchett,  one  roach,  lib.  .3Joz.,  from  the 
Lea.  The  outing  will  be  continued  on  Sept.,  8,  the 
same  as  last  week. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — On  Sept.  1,  we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach 
by  Messrs.  B.  Hopton,  and  J.  Reitz.  Our  peg  down 
match  will  take  place  at  Harlow  on  Sept.  15,  one  rod, 
no  'live  bait.  Members  must  clear  the  books  before 
the  match.— H.  Gates. 
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Peckham  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  September 
series  will  be  fished  on  Sept.  15,  particulars  of  which 
can  bo  seen  on  the  notice  board  at  the  club  house 
On  Sept.  1  Mr.  Patey  had  barbel;  Mr.  Gardham 
bream;  Mr.  Gibbs,  roach.— T.  G.  Gibbs.  ' 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Taivistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Messrs.  Hammond,  Carr,  May 
Smith,  White,  and  Tayler  have  weighed  in  some  good 
roach,  bream,  chub,  and  dace  lately.  Will  members 
please  attend  next  meeting  for  important  business.— 

Iv.  C. 

Queen's  Plscatobials,  la.  Chapel-street,  Edgware- 
road.— Mr.  Pain  weighed  in  roach  on  Sept.  1.  Our 
return  visit  was  a  success  so  far  as  music  and  son" 
were  concerned,  also  the  box.  There  are  many  men 
away  on  their  holidays  just  now,  but  we  succeeded  in 
taking  four  fresh  names  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society. — F.  Coatbs. 

Royal  Geoegb  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Sept.  1,  Messrs.  Longland 
and  Pope  showed  some  nice  trays  of  roach  perch 
dace  and  barbel.  Will  members  Idndly  attend  nest 
Wednesday's  meeting,  Sept.  11,  as  we  wish  to  conclude 
arrangements  and  put  forward  the  conditions  govern 
ing  our  next  outing.— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms 
Coborn-road,  Bow.-On  Sept.  1  the  following  weighed 
•rr-'^'f^'i^^-  '^oach  ;  Goodwin,  roach ;  Gardner,  dace  • 
J.  Stanley,  roach  ;  Perry,  roach.  On  Sept.  29  we  fish 
a  match  at  Ware  for  six  valuable  prizes,  all  members 
to  get  out  at  Ware  and  get  in  same  station.  First  and 
second  trams  (morning  only).  Members  in  arrears 
lour  weeks  cannot  compete. — F.  Pignatelli 

Seymooe  Beothbhs  Angling  Society,'  Grafton 
Arms,  1,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W  —  The 
following  have  weighed  in  ;-Aug.  25,  G.  Campbell, 
roach.  Aug.  27,  Mr.  Mallot,  roach ;  and  P.  Peunell 
roach  and  gudgeon.  Sept.  1,  R.  Ashwood,  roach  •  w' 
Aldis,  ]a,ck;  and  J.  Campbell,  roach.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  to  arrange  usual  match,  etc 
— Vv.  Aldis.  ' 

SiLVBE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel  Maiden-lane,  Oovent  Garden.— On  Sept  1 
Mr.  Clark  weighed  in  a  show  of  roach.  Tuesday  next 
(Sept.  10)  we  have  special  business  to  transact  and 
hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  be  present  at 
nme  o'clock  sharp.— R.  Smith. 

Sooth  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List  — 
1  he  prizes  won  at  Yalding  to  the  value  of  £10  were 
distributed  at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey! 
street  on  Tuesday  evening,  Sept.  3,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
president)  m  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  J.  Smith  (vice-president) 
in  the  vice-chair.    The  room  was  comfortably  filled  bv 
anglers  and  friends,  and  after  some  excellent  harmony 
by  Messrs  Tom  Poster,  Broughton,  Roberts,  Sewell 
Fred  Herbert  and  Clode,  the  prizes  were  handed  ovei' 
to  tiie  respective  winners,  twenty-three  prizes  in  all 
consisting  of  fishing  tackle,  clocks,  umbiellas,  silvei^ 
chain,  blankets,  shirts,  opera-glasses,  etc.    The  chair 
man  prefaced  the  distribution  by  making  a  long  speech 
re  Andrews  and  the  Maidenhead  case,  re  private  fishery 
and  trusted  every  angler  would  rally  round  and  support 
the  fraternity,  both  morally  and  financially  The 
next  outmg  will  be  arranged  for  Oct.  6  to  suit  arrange- 
ments and  will  be  fished  at  Walgrave  for  best  con- 
w'^Qfi'/f  *°  Oglanders,  East  Dulwich, 

Sep  26  (few  minutes  from  Peckham  Rye  Station 
Smith  ^  visit.-A.  G. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
Zfi    r^Tr  members  weighed  in  on 

bept.  1:--Messrs.  Westwood,  roach;  Chamberlain 
bream  and  roach;  Stothart,  roach;  Bolding,  roach- 

w!^e1ttik  •  """^  ^^I'l^'' 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duie  of  Cambridge 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.-The  follow 
ing  have  weighed  in  since  my  last  report:  Messrs. 
rL      m^'r^'T^'  '  ^-  A'i^'^s,  roach,  111b. 

*  i,'  o,u  ^I^"'  ^^'1  "i^ce,  111b.  4oz. ;  A.  Anstv 

roach,  81b.  L3oz. ,  A.  Jenkins,  roach,  51b.  lOoz. ;  MessrI' 
G.  Rowley,  A  Lidbetter,  H.  J.  Steer,  A.  Pain,  G.  Tirrell 
A.  C.  Sheen,  J.  Boreham,  and  W.  Shepheard  also  having 
f^pnf  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next 

(Sept.  10)  to  consider  the  delegate's  report.  As  the 
business  is  very  urgent,  it  is  imperative  that  ail 
members  attend.— A.  P. 

Steatpoed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.-On  Sept  1 
the  following  weighed  in  :-Messrs.  Grande,  Race,  and 
VV.  Drake  with  roach.  Our  match  for  four  prizes  will 
take  place  on  September  15,  at  Harlow,  pegged  down  — 
^.  P.  Lyndon.  ■ 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  Kin^- 
street,  Hammersmith.-During  the  week  the  following 
weighed  m  roach,  perch,  chub,  barbel,  and  rudd 
mTT  ?,^^:V^"giit.  Holt,  Loch,  Poueits,  and  Witten! 
ivir.  A   Witten  had  a  handsome  roach,  scalin^^  lib 

rr^'^  .^r  "^^^^  "'^"^g  *^'^<=s  place  on  Sept  22 — 
J.  1.  i'.  Webb. 

ViSnHr'-^  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  Sept  1  ■ 
we  Had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
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Thames,  and  on  Aug.  21  we  made  two  more  working 
members,  and  also  two  on  Sept.  4.— F.  Lindsey 

United  Brothebs  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern  Broadway,  Deptford.— On  Sept.  1  the  following 
were  the  successful  members  in  our  club  match  at 
Yalding  :-Mr.W.  Stephen.,  1st;  Mr.  H.  Pordhara, 
2nd ;  Mr  W.  Drage,  3rd ;  and  Mr.  S.  Drage,  4th. 
Messrs  Clemmsoii,  Standing,  and  W.  Tyler  also  weighed 
\f  The  following  have  been  elected  members-— 
Messrs.  Windsor,  Knott,  Simmonds,  Winder,  Royal 
Divers,  and  Merry.— P.  H.  Beak.  ' 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling    Association —Our 
second  punt  competition  of  the  season  took  place  on 
Thursday,  Aug.  29.    There  were  twelve  competitors 
for  three  prizes,  Messrs.  J.  V.  Savage,  sen.,  and  F 
Power  securing  the  first  with  41b.  5oz.  (roach) ;  Messrs' 
T.  Hall  and  J.  E.  Marshall,  .31b.  14oz.,  second ;  Messrs 
J.  V.  Savage,  jun.,  and  W.  Hemmings,  lib.  5oz.,  third.' 
One  other  punt  weighed  in— namely,  Messrs.  Geo 
Edwards  and  T.  Dicks,  lib.  ,3oz.    Fishing  commenced 
at  three  o  clock  and  finished  at  seven  o'clock.    \t  our 
last  meeting  three  new  members  were  elected  Wc 
hold  another  competition  on  Sept.  12  for  three  iirizes 
Entries  close  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  on  Monday,  Sept  9' 
The  competition  will  be  followed  by  a  supper— 'h' 

JNEWBY.  ll     ■  ■ 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillmgdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.-The  punt  match 
on  bept  1  was  a  great  success,  every  competitor  taking 
fisb.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  on  Tuesday 
Uct.  1.  ±1  ull  particulars  will  be  duly  announced  Mr 
Downs  weighed  in  a  grand  show  of  roach.— W  Cox- 
West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.  —  Our  match  at 
iJagenham  was  a  success.  Messrs.  Newton,  iun  1st  - 
Homeis  2nd  ;  Townsend,  3rd  ;  Pethurst,  4th ;  Sharp' 
5th.  Other  members  who  weighed  in  were  :— Messrs.' 
Bow  es,  T.  Miller  (roach  and  bream),  Poole,  Harwood 
Swadlmg,  Turner  (roach),  and  Tyler  (bream).  Twenty- 
six  members  took  part  in  the 'match.  Having  been 
elected  secretary  of  the  above  club  I  shall  be  obliged 
If  all  correspondence  be  sent  to  my  address,  which  is 
w'  Noj-thbrook-road,  Ilford,  Essex,  or  to  the  club- 
We  fish  our  next  match  on  Sept.  29  at  Burnt  Mill 
ii.  Pethuest. 


RULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES.* 
(Continued  from  page  117.) 


THE  RISE  OF  PLY. 


It  is  curious  to  observe  how  very  suddenly  the  fly 
makes  its  appearance.    As  you  are  standing  by  the 
water,    havmg    everything    ready  to  begin,  lazily 
smoking  a  cigar,  and  perhaps  beginning  to  think  that 
tlie  fly  will  not  make  its  appearance  at  all,  you  are 
suddenly  startled  by  hearing  a  good  large  fish  rise 
and  before  you  can  seize  your  rod,  the  fish  are  feeding 
around  you  in  every  direction  upon  the  flies  which 
tiave  just  made  their  appearance,  and  which  may  now 
be  seen  floating  down  the  stream  in  great  numbers 
In  a  moment  all  is  life  and  bustle  ;  but  it  will  cease 
as  unexpectedly  as  it  began,  and  the  stream  will  again 
become  as  dull  and  lifeless  as  it  had  been  previously 
to  the  fly  coming  on.  The  wings  of  all  the  winter  flies 
are  set  perpendicularly  on  their  shoulders,  and  they  all 
have  whisks  at  the  tail  like  the  May  Fly  and  the 
Duns  ;  m  fact,  I  believe  they  are  all  of  them  Duns 
with  their  winter  clothing  on,  and  you  will  find  them 
continually  varying  their  shades.    I  have  never  seen 
any  of  these  winter  flies  on  the  wing  ;  whenever  I  have 
observed  them  they  have  always  been  floating  on  the 
water,  with  their  wings  erect  on  the  back,  and  the 
^ayling  suck  them  in  as  they  float  down  the  stream. 
Whether  these  flies  are  hatched  at  the  bottom  of  the 
river  or  on  the  sedge  and  reeds  at  the  side,  I  am  not 
naturalist  enough  to  venture  to  express  an  opinion  — 
Irom  "Fly-fishing  in  Salt  and  Fresh  Water,"  1851 
(out  of  print).  ' 


THE  TWO  LITTLE  JONAHS." 


When  my  brother  and  I  were  little  hoys-a  lono- 
time  ago-we  used  to  go  shark  fishing,  and  had  quce? 
experiences.    We  now  generally  draw  the  lino  with 
shark  yarns  because  some  of  them  really  make  me 
shudder  when  I  think  of  the  hair-breadth  escapes  we 
have  gone  through.     One  morning,  before  mother 
knew  we  were  out,  we  went  fishing  as  usual  on 
Milne  s  north  pier,  and  were  delighted  to  see  several 
monsters.    My  brother  winked  his  other  eye  and  out 
went  his  shark  line,  remarking,  "Now  wc  sha'n't  be 
long."    Sure  enough  he  told  the  truth  for  once  and 
got  one  which  pulled  him  into  the  water  the' line 
getting  entangled  round  his  feet.    I  .jumped  into  our 
dingey  and  gave  chase.     To  my  horror  I  saw  the 
shark  turn  round  and  swallow  Willie.    In  reveuoe  I 
tried  to  harpoon  the  brute,  whereupon  he  madc°for 
me  and  the  dingey  and  swallowed  the  lot     But  he 
had  reckoned  without  Alick,  for  with  the  harpoon  I 
cut  two  holes  m  his  sides,  put  out  the  paddles  and 
rowed  ashore  by  the  Beach  Hotel,  and  we  both  got 
out  just  m  time  for  breakfast.       Alex.' Anderson 


48.  //c'm,  That  no  I'crfon  f  hall  catch  or  expose  to  Sale 

n"L  ^       ^h--^"  ^'^  ^<^^  than  nine 

Inches  whole  Ware,  and  eight  Indies  half  Ware,  to  be 
reckoned  from  the  Snout  to  the  Middle  Fin  of  the  Tail 
"l''^"  A'ni"  '°  ^"'^^'^        P'ly  ^^«">  S/,i//i,,rs  for  every 

49-  ■/f'^m,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  ufe  any  Kcttlc-Nel,  or 
Plaue  but  what  fball  be  four  Inches  Mcfh  in  the  Arms, 
and  three  Inches  an<l  a  Half  in  the  6W,  and  that  no 
Summer  Kettks  fliall  be  u fed  by  any  Perfon,  umm  Pain 
to  forfeit  and  pay  Forly  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

50.  Item,  "That  on  every  Boat,  Veffcl,  or  Craft,  in 
which  fnnn  the  ill  Day  of  November  1785,  any  I'ekon 
fhall  fifh,  or  which  fhall  be  ufed  or  employed  in  or  for 
taking,  catching  or  carrying  of  Fifh  within  the  Jurif- 
dichon  aforcfaid  there  fhall  within  Twenty-one  Days 
after  the  faid  ifl  Day  of  November  1785  be  painted  and 
be  and  remain  thereon  in  large  legible  Characters,  and 
111  lome  convenient  and  confpicuous  Place  or  Part  of 
every  fuch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft,  the  real  Chriflian  and 
hirnainc  of  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  every  fuch  lioat, 
Veffel,  or  Crafr,  and  alfo  the  Name  of  the  I'arifl.  or 
Place  in  which  every  fuch  Owner  or  Owners  fliall  dwell 
or  rehde,  and  fo  as  any  one  out  of  fuch  Uoat,  Veffel  r)r 
Craft,  may  from  Time  to  Time,  find  out,  read,  and  fee 
the  fame,  and  therefrom  difcover  in  whofe  lioat,  Veffel 
or  Craft,  any  Offence  in  Breach  of  any  of  the  Orders 
hereby  made  fliall  be  committed,  under  Pain  to  forfeit 

f'll^n-  '""'^'^  '^1i^-^<^^  or  Omiffion  the  Sum  of 

porty  iihiUings. 

■  '^^-/'"r^  "1^11  fifl'  '".  or  make  ufe  of 

w",'       r  ''^e  '"=^'^1  i<>^er  of  Thames,  or 

Waters  of  any  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft,  on  which 

a  ter  the  P.xpiration  of  Twenty-one  Days  from  the  faid 
111  Day  of  Aovcmber,  the  Name  of  the  real  Owner  or 

?ZTly    r   '  r""-'/''*^  ^''"'^'^  ^^'^  °r  their 

ufual  Abode,  or  Rehdence,  n,all  not  be  painted  in  large 
and  legible  Charadlers,  and  fo  as  to  be  feen  and  read 
ealily  by  any  Perfon  out  of  fuch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft  • 

virJ  '^'n  V'^  ^^^V^^^y  of  any  fuch  Boat,' 

Veffel,  or  Craft,  fliall  be  in  any  wife  altered  the  new 
I  roprietor  or  Proprietors  thereof,  fliall,  within  feven 
Days  then  allerwards,   caufe  the  Name  and  Place  of 
Abode  of  the  former  Proprietor  thereof,  to  be  obliterated 
therefrom,  and  the  real  Chriflian  and  Sirname  and  Place 
ot  Abode  of  the  new  Owner  or  Owners  thereof  to  be 
painted,    and   remain   thereon   in   legible  and  large 
Characters  m  fome  convenient  and  confpicuous  Place  of 
every  fuch  Boat  Veffel,  or  Craft,  where  any  one  out  of 
luch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft,  may  fee  and  read  the  fame  ; 
and  that  every  Time  the  Owner  of  any  fuch  Boat,  Veffel 
■  r',"."'^^  ^"^^^        ^'-''"''^  °r  Place  marked  for  his 
1  lace  of  Abode  on  any  fuch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft  and 
go  to  live_  or  refide  in  any  other  Parifh  or  Place  he 
fhall  within  feven  Days  after  leaving  his  other  Parifh 
or  Place  of  Abode,  caufe  to  be  painted  in  large  and 
legible  Charaders  m  his  Boat,  X'effel,  or  Craft,  the 
JName  of  the  new  Parifh,  or  Place  into  which  he  hath  fo 
removed,  and  fo  as  any  one  who  fhall  be  out  of  fuch 
Boat  Veffel,  or  Craft,  may  eafily  fee  and  read  the  fame  : 
and  that  no  Perfon  fhall  fuffer  any  falfe  Name  or  Place 
ot  Abode,  to  be  or  remain  in  or  on  his  Boat,  Veffel  or 
Craft,    under   the   Penalty  to   forfeit   and  pay  Forty 
Sniluiigs  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

52.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  fhall  wilfully  alter  or  deface 
any  Name,  or  Place  of  Abode,  which  fhall  be  painted  in 
or  on  any  fuch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft,  except  for  infert- 
mgthe  Name  or  Names  and  Place  of  Abode  of  the  new 
Owner  or  Owners  thereof,  on  the  Alteration  of  the 
Pi-operty  of  any  fuch  Boat,  Veffel,  or  Craft,  or  for 
inferting  the  new  Place  of  Abode  of  the  Owner  of  any 
filch  Veffel  or  Craft,  who  fhall  change  his  Abode,  upon 

fl       ^^f^l^  '^"'^  every  fuch  Offence  the  Sum 

ot  jforty  S/nlluigs. 

53,  //m.  That  if  the  Owner  of  any  fuch  Boat,  Veffel 
or  Craft,  which-  fhall  be  marked  as  hereby  is  directed' 
his  Servant  or  Agent,  fhall  lend  or  let  out  for  hire  or 
otherwife,  his  Boat,  \-effel,  or  Craft,  to  any  ot'her 
lerfon,  or  fuffer  the  fame  to  be  ufed  for,  or  about  tlfh- 
nig  withm  the  Jurifdiclion  aforefaid,  by  any  other 
lerlon,  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  every  fuch  Boat  X'effel 
or  Craft  which  shall  be  fo  lent  or  let  out,  f'hall  be 
anfwerable  for,  and  liable  to  pay  all  Money  as  fhall  be 
forfeited  by  the  Breach  of  any  of  the  Orders  hereby 
made,  by  the  Perfon  or  Perfons  who  fhall  ufe  or  occupy 
any  fuch  Boat,  \  effel,  or  Craft,  which  fhall  be  fo  lent  or 
et  out  or  ufed  for  fifhing.  within  the  Jurifdiction  afore- 

laid.  If  the  Oflender  or  Offenders,  guilty  of  any  such 
Breach  thereof  fhall  not  be  difcovered  and  brought 
before  a  Magiflrate,  within  feven  Days  after  Complaint 
made  againil  lum,  or  them,  for  any  Breach  thereof^  and 
fhall  not  on  his  or  iheir  ConvicUon  pay  down  the  Money 
which  fhall  be  forfeited  by  hun  or  them,  under  the 

7  V°  '^'"^  ^'^""^      ^'■■'^  I'ounds  for 

every  fuch  Offence. 

 (To  be  continued.) 

*  Reprinted  from  an  old  paiuDhlet  bv  riari-  Ar»„-„  TT~7 
October,  1785,andpnntedby&enr7Fen«'icMno^^^^^^^^ 
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The  death,  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  of  A.  Nelson 
Cheney,  of  New  York,  will  cast  a  gloom  on  all  who 
knew  him  in  the  ilesh  or  only  on  paper.  I  cannot  add 
a  word  to  the  Editor's  notice  of  the  sad  event  on  the 
first  page.  As  State  Fish  Culturist  his  record  of 
splendid  service  to  New  A'ork  was  all  too  short.  In 
addition  to  the  long  list  of  societies  and  associations 
with  which  he  was  connected,  there  is  one  not 
enumerated  in  the  notice  of  Forcfit  and  Strcavi.  A 
}-ear  or  two  ago  he  wrote  to  "Dragnet"  a  cordial 
letter,  inquiring  what  the  Lychnobite  Society  was.  I 
told  him,  and  the  committee  of  that  "  go  to  sleep  by 
day  and  work  by  night "  society  made  him  an 
honorary  member,  for  which  he  expressed  himself  duly 
proud,  and  said,  in  his  quiet  way,  that  when  he  came 
to  London  some  time  he  would  try  and  attend  one  of 
the  meetings  at  the  Ben  Jonson  at  three  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  promised  to  be  there;  but,  alas!  we  ne'er 
shall  look  upon  his  face  again. 


"  The  sportsman's  meat,"  says  the  Morning  Post, 
"  is  the  farmer's  poison,  and  a  glance  at  some  recently- 
issued  statistics  giving  the  extent  of  State-aided 
destruction  of  beasts  and  birds  of  prey  in  Sweden  and 
Norway  siifficiently  indicates  the  vast  resources  of  that 
dual  kingdom  as  a  happy  hunting  ground  for  many 
years  to  come.  Of  course,  the  inference  is  a  little 
indirect,  since  these  actual  robbers  of  the  field  and 
forest — the  wolves,  lynxes,  gluttons,  wild  cats,  crows, 
and  hawks — do  not  in  themselves  furnish  sport  for  the 
rifle  or  scatter-gun  ;  but  the  very  fact  of  their  survival 
in  such  numbers  argues  an  immense  head  of  the  game 
animals  on  which  they  subsist.  The  'butcher's  bill' 
for  a  single  year  embraces  such  enormous  totals  as 
nearly  twenty  thousand  foxes,  over  thirteen  thousand 
hawks,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  crows  and  magpies.  In  smaller  numbers 
seals  and  otters,  bears  and  wolves,  eagles  and  wild 
cats  were  destroyed,  and  in  the  year  the  government 
premiums  reached  the  respectable  sum  of  between 
three  and  four  thousand  pounds." 


The  anachronism  of  practically  unpreserved  game 
surviving  the  Nineteenth  Century  in  this  way  may  be 
traced  in  great  measure  to  the  inclement  conditions 
of  climate  and  weather  that  obtain  in  those  northern 
realms  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year ;  as  also,  no 
doubt,  to  the  hard  climbing  and  rough  living  that 
must  be  faced  by  those  who  would  hunt  the  best 
grounds  off  the  beaten  track  of  easy-going  tourists 
who  "  do  "  Norway  from  the  deck  of  a  "  personally- 
conducted  "  steamer.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  wild 
game  will  survive  in  Europe  and  Asia  north  of  the 
sixtieth  parallel  long  after  its  extinction  in  the  rest  of 
the  globe.  To  profess  the  same  hopefulness  for  the 
corresponding  belt  of  North  America  would  be  to 
ignore  the  genesis  of  a  hardy  and  a  daring  mixed  race 
of  hunters  for  whom  the  rigours  of  northern  cold  and 
darkness  seem  to  have  no  terrors  when  they  are  bent 
on  the  extermination  of  furred  animals,  which,  alas, 
they  are  accomplishing  with  only  too  much  success. 


A  VEEY  interesting  article  on  Plymouth  Barbican, 
by  that  excellent  authority  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  appeared 
on  Monday  in  the  Monniuj  Leader.  It  forms  the  third 
of  a  series  on  "  Fish  out  West,"  and  will  be  read  with 
pleasure  by  all  sea  fishermen.  Mr.  Aflalo  wields  a 
ready  pen,  and  has  a  deep  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
sea  fish  and  how  to  catch  them,  which  makes  his 
contributions  to  current  angling  literature  of  more 
than  ordinary  value. 


Akglebs  on  Deal  Pier  seem  to  be  rapidly  making  a 
new  record  in  curious  "catches."  Quite  recently  a 
lady  visitor,  as  stated  in  these 'columns,  captured  a 
gold  bracelet  with  a  &2  Jubilee  piece  attached  thereto, 
then  followed  a  pencil-case  and  sundry  other  items. 
The  latest  oddity  in  this  direction,  however,  is  the 
silver-mounted  umbrella  landed  by  Mrs.  'Charles 
Hussey  on  Saturday  last.  Mrs.  Hussey  was  fishing 
fine,  and  as  the  sea  was  rather  rough  and  the  umbrella 
open  it  wanted  some  mancenvring  to  get  the  unwieldy 
capture  ashore,  but  with  Mr.  Richardson's  assistance 
the  "  fish  "  was  safely  landed. 


Now  this  suggests  a  new  idea.  There  are  lots  of 
things  we  want  at  Drag  Mansion.  (We  are  always 
wanting  things,  somehow.)  For  instance,  I  need  a  new 
overcoat  for  the  winter,  I  want  some  Jubilee  £2  pieces, 
but,  N.B.,  &l  pieces  will  do,  favtc  de  viirii.r,  and  many 
other  things.  I  am  just  wondering  if  it  won't  pay  me 
better,  as  Deal  Pier  is  setting  up  for  a  sort  of  provincial 
Whiteley,  a  seaside  universal  provider,  to  take  a  season 
fishing  ticket  there  and  get  my  wants  satisfied  rather 
.than  spend  my  hard-earned  money  on  them  in  the 
conventional  way. 


Happy  thought  1  Next  time  I  meet  Iilrs.  Hussey  I 
will  ask  her  with  what  bait  she  "  killed  "  that  umbrella, 


as  I  have  just  learned  that  two  now  ones  are  required  at 
Drag  Mansion. 


"  I  don't  care  for  fishing,  it  is  too  tame,"  said  the 
superior  young  man,  as  ho  twirled  his  incipient 
moustache.  "  I  like  sport  with  a  spice  of  danger  ;  big 
game  shooting,  for  instance."  "  Well,  try  Southend 
Pier  on  a  Sunday  in  winter,  just  after  the  excursion 
train  comes  in,"  growled  Truthful  Tommy.  "You 
will  find  enough  flying  lead  and  fish  hooks  as  the 
fishermen  swing  their  lines  over  their  heads  to  get  a 
good  cast,  and  no  little  leads,  but  good  solid  half 
pounds,  to  give  that  s^Jort  quite  enough  danger  to  be 
pleasant.  Come  and  try,  sonny."  But  no,  the  bet 
was  off. 


"  Latest  "  from  D — 1.  (By  wire.)  "  Master  George 
Washerman  hooked  and  safely  landed  from  the  pier 
head  a  copper  tea  kettle,  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion engraved  thereon :  '  Won  in  a  Raffle  by  Henry 
the  Eighth.    Made  in  Shoreditch.'  " 


"The  Baroness  Williams  -  de  -  Worms,  of  Lugg 
Avenue,  Pall  Mall,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for  bathing 
from  the  beach  during  prohibited  hours  with  holes  in 
her  stockings." 


I  HAVE  every  sympathy  for  the  weak — especially 
"  kids  "  and  cripples — but  I  know  of  a  cripple  who  has 
been  incarcerated  (you  know,  locked  up)  over  twenty 
times.  He  is  a  frightful  bounder.  He  has  no  legs, 
and  some  Good  Samaritan  rigged  him  up  on  a  bit  of 
wheels,  which,  with  two  pieces  of  wood  in  his  hands, 
he  propels  himself  through  the  streets  of  London. 
Woe  betide  the  individual  who  does  not  "  clear  out  " 
when  the  clanging  of  his  noisy  chariot  is  heard  ap- 
proaching. He  asks  you  to  give  him  something.  If 
you  don't  he  will  give  you — a  choice  vocabulary, 
splendidly  loose  (not  bound),  seize  you  by  the  trouser 
logs,  and  make  it  hot  for  you  generally.  Now,  1 
should  not  be  sorry  to  hear  of  this  poor  cripple's 
death.  Ask  the  policemen  of  Lambeth  and  South- 
wark. 


A  CoHBESPONDENT  sends  me  the  following: — "The 
officials  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  seem  to  have 
been  engaged  of  late  in  an  '  inglorious  crusade  against 
kids  and  cripples.'  Last  Friday  week  two  boys  were 
charged  at  the  Otley  Police  Court  with  fishing  for 
trout  without  a  licence.  They  were  convicted  of  a 
technical  offence  and  fiLed  a  few  coppers  each  without 
costs,  after  which,  I  understand,  one  of  the  magistrates 
privately  took  the  prosecutor  to  task  for  bringing  such 
a  petty  case  before  them.  Last  Friday  at  the  Leyburn 
Police  Court  a  poor  cripple  was  charged  with  fishing 
for  trout  in  the  Yore  at  Middleham — in  a  part  of  the 
river,  in  fact,  where  trout  do  Lot  exist  for  miles.  Very 
properly  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 


"  Fishing  with  this  poor  cripple  (fishing  for  gudgeon, 
mind  you,  in  water  which  did  not  contain  a  trout !) 
was  a  child  of  eleven  or  twelve,  whom  the  Board,  in 
tender  consideration  for  his  youthful  years,  graciously 
offered  to  let  off  from  the  charge  of  '  fishing  for  trout 
or  char  without  a  licence'  (which  he  wasn't  doing), 
on  condition  that  he  would  take  out  a  trout  licence 
and  submit  it  for  their  inspection.  This  the  boy  did. 
It  may  be  dignified  of  a  legally  authorised  Board  to 
terrorise  into  paying  a  shilling,  a  child  who  has  done 
no  wrong,  and  to  tell  him  not  to  do  it  again  ;  but 
might  not  the  energies  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  be  better  exercised  in  carrying  out  the  spirit  of 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  than  in  attempting  to  force 
a  two-and-two-make-five  sort  of  a  policy  upon  a  body 
of  fair-intentioned  anglers,  who  strongly  resent  the 
innovation  of  spelling  '  prosecution  '  '  persecution.'  " 


Be  on  the  safe  side.  Always  carry  a  lamp  on  a 
bicycle  so  that  those  you  knock  down  may  see  your 
number.  Oh,  yes  !  I  am  arranging  with  the  improper 
authorities  to  have  a  number  (d  la  cabby)  placed 
prominently  on  every  bike.  You  are  not  safe  any- 
where, neither  in  law  nor  on  the  Yore.  If  you  have  a 
"bit  of  water"  running  at  the  back  of  your  garden 
take  a  licence  out,  for  every  duck;  swans,  of  course, 
anglers  don't  keep. 

It  is  not  often  an  angler  is  called  upon  to  lay  aside 
his  rod  and  jump  into  the  river  to  try  to  rescue  a 
drowning  man.  This,  however,  was  the  experience  of 
Mr.  W.  Foord,  who,  while  fishing  at  Wateringbury, 
recently,  made,  together  with  Mr.  B.  Avory,  a  gallant 
attempt  to  rescue  a  hopper.  Although  the  body 
was  quickly  brought  to  the  bank,  and  artificial  respira- 
tion applied  for  a  long  time,  the  man  could  not  be 
brought  round.  , 

Lea  anglers  would  do  well  to  try  the  Waltham 
water  just  now.  The  back  streams  near  the  King's 
Arms  contain  a  lot  of  good  fish.  Mr.  Parry,  the  host, 
gives  every  attention  to  anglers,  and  provides  boats, 
bait,  etc.,  very  reasonably.  A  real  good  dinner  can 
also  be  obtained  here. 


The  Mick  has  been  having  a  holiday  at  Southend' 
One  day  last  week  he  fell  off  the  boat  and  went  into 
the  mud.  When  they  went  to  get  him  out  he  refused 
to  budge.  "  Go  away  !  "  he  said.  "  I'm  very  comfort- 
able— softest  bed  I  ever  had  in  my  life,"  and  then  he 
added,  "  besides,  I  might  make  the  boat  dirty — go 
away  !  " 

"  Those  who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  "  off  the 
rough  and  rugged  coast  of  Newfoundland  will  have  the 
protective  benefits  of  a  wireless  sj'stem  of  telegraphy, 
if  the  Newfoundland  minister  of  the  Department  of 
Marine  and  Fisheries  carries  out  his  ideas.  Recognizing 
the  dangers  to  which  life  and  property  are  subjected 
off  Cape  Race  and  the  adjacent  coast,  where  the  modern 
instruments  of  the  navigator  are  helpless  in  the  dense 
fogs  which  enshroud  it  like  a  pall,  where  the  currents 
change  and  shift  with  the  winds  and  tides  and  whoso 
cliffs  are  a  graveyard  of  wrecked  steamers,  coasters 
and  fishing  vessels,  he  has  prepared  a  map  showing 
the  location  of  wrecks  which  have  occurred  in  that 
vicinity  for  the  past  forty  years.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Minister  are  to 
commended.  The  loss  of  life  and  property  at  sea  is 
already  too  great,  there  and  everywhere,  and  whatever 
safeguards  in  the  way  of  modern  appliances  can  be 
thrown  around  them  should  be  adopted  without  any 
delay  and  without  parsimony  by  all  maritime 
countries. 


Aftee  descanting  in  the  Y.  W.  P.  on  the  colour  of 
the  clothing  to  be  worn  by  anglers  in  pursuit  of 
trout,  W.  C.  P.  says : — I  once  knew  a  man  who  had 
Skaneateles  hair — Skaneateles  is  the  place,  you  know, 
about  forty  miles  beyond  Auburn.  He  invariably 
fished  bareheaded.  I  never  could  make  it  out  why  he 
did  it,  so  I  asked  him  one  day.  "  Look  here,  Jim,"  I 
said,  "  why  the  dickens  do  you  always  fish  without 
any  covering  on  your  head '?  If  any  trout  catch  a 
glimpse  of  that — er — carrotiferous  thatch  of  yours 
they'll  take  it  for  a  danger-signal,  and  scoot  off  home 
quicker  than  winking  !  "  "  Danger  be  blowed  I  "  he 
chuckled  cheerfully.  "  As  soon  as  they  clap  eyes  on 
it  they  just  naturally  mistake  it  for  the  sunset,  and 
come  on  the  evening  rise  like  mad !  " 

Mushbooming,  says  W.  C.  P.,  is  an  ancient  and 
deeply-cherished  institution,  carrying  with  it  privileges 
invaluable  to  a  free  and  independent  nation  like  ours. 
No  matter  with  what  timorous  fear  we  may  at  other 
times  set  foot  upon  another  man's  land,  the  genial 
fungus  throws  open  to  us  the  agricultural  sanctuary. 
Boldly  and  fearlessly  we  enter  in  and  strip  the  farmer's 
land  of  the  succulent  articles  of  botany,  and  then  walk 
up  to  the  farmhouse  to  borrow  a  basket  or  a  can  to 
carry  them  home  in.  The  mushrooms  grown  on  the 
farmer's  land  need  not,  however,  be  utterly  lost  to 
him.  If,  after  he  has  mended  all  the  fences  we  have 
broken  down,  and  got  back  into  their  proper  fields  all 
the  stock  we  have  scattered,  he  has  a  little  spare  time, 
he  can  go  to  market  and  buy  the  mushrooms  from  us 
at  sixpence  or  a  shilling  per  pound. 

A  FINE  pollack  of  201b.  has  been  caught  at  Penzance. 


"  On  Thursday  last,"  writes  B.  S.,  "  whilst  fishing 
at  Isfield,  I  caught  a  bream,  which  on  being  weighed 
by  Mr.  Shaw,  a  grocer,  of  Isfield,  Sussex,  was  found 
to  weigh  C41b."    [Nice  fish,  Mr.  B.  S.J 


Office  Rules. — (1)  Gentlemen  on  entering  will 
please  leave  the  door  wide  open,  or  apologise.  (2) 
Those  having  no  business  should  remain  as  long  as 
possible,  take  a  chair,  and  lean  against  the  wall,  as  it 
will  prevent  it  falling  upon  us.  (3)  Gentlemen  are 
requested  to  smoke,  especially  during  office  hours. 
Cigars  and  tobacco  will  be  supplied.  (4)  Talk  loud  or 
whistle,  especially  when  we  are  engaged.  If  that] has 
not  the  desired  effect — sing. 


Although  I  certainly  did  not  mention  it  to  any 
single  individual  yet  it  is  "noised"  abroad  that  "  Drag  " 
has  had,  in  fact  has  still,  another  attack — lungs, 
kidneys,  "jolly  awful  cold,"  etc.  It  is  too  true, 
however.  Had  to  go  to  bed  early  Saturday ; 
doctor  with  me ;  plenty  of  poultices,  physic,  grapes, 
jellies,  oysters,  champagne  (good  old  Sam  1),  draughts, 
oils,  and  all  the  rest  of  it.  There  has  been  some 
rain,  but  I  have  not  seen  it ;  some  sun,  but 
it  has  not  been  allowed  to  shine  upon  me.  Nice 
fire !  Doors  and  windows  closed !  Nothing  but 
comfort.  (Mrs.  "Drag"  thinks  differently.)  Doctor 
Moran's  verdict  (12  on  Monday  night) :  "  Can't  live 
till  the  morning."  Mine:  "Good-night,  old  fellow;  you 
never  had  a  go  at  me  before  ;  I'll  be  all  right  in  the 
morning."  But  I  wasn't.  Latest  bulletin  :  "  Better, 
but  still  bad."  Hope  to  be  back  in  Fleet-street 
on  Monday,  and  then  farewell  for  a  position  as 
"Bobby"  in  the  IMounted  Police  at  the  Transvaal 
No  draughts,  no  hardships,  no  chance  of  getting  your 
feet  wet  on  the  well-kept  lawns— all  honey  I  And 
then  I  will  send  the  address  to  any  fellow  (angler  or 
non-angler).  This  will  be  an  "open"  match.  Who 
would  care  to  have  the  address  of  Dragnet. 


Septexmber  T,  1901 


Provincial  flnglliig  Hotes 

mttst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  mommg. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  arrangements  are  now  complete  for  the  Bir- 
mingham fifteenth  annual  contest.  The  committee  will 
be  d4vided  and  will  attend  at  Hockley,  Snow  Hill,  and 
Bordesley  to  sell  railway  tickets.  The  last  train  will  be 
entirely  composed  of  saloons,  which  have  been  engaged 
by  the  secretary  for  some  of  the  leading  societies. 
All  tJie  clubs  are  m  possession  of  contest  tickets,  and  all 
that  IS  required  is  King's  weather  to  make  the  outin^ 
enjoyable.  All  the  good  people  in  Abingdon  andneigh° 
bourhood^  are  looking  forward  to  the  vi.it  of  the 
i^'V  T     ^^"^^^  ^^'^      liearty  welcome. 

nrL^l     f  ^"a'^sements  with  the  railway 

company  to  allow  the  members  of  the  Association  to 
return  either  on  the  following  Tuesday  or  Wednesday 

will  hp  nfT'^*  °/         "^^^^  ticket; 
r.      sale  up  to  11  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening, 

nn  ^^'^  t^ei^  '^^^"al  contest 

on  bept.  1  on  the  river  Severn  at  Kemsey.  Sixty- two 
members  took  part  in  the  competition,  which  was  of 
three  hours  duration,  at  the  close  of  which  thirty-eight 
members  weighed  in  fish  over  the  stipulated^izes 

named      r'^fv^n-      ^'4'      P"^'^  i°  o^'der 

J^Z  L~A  n  f'^'^^  ^-  Dickinson,  W.  Hooper,  G. 
Hipkiss,  A  Cordon,  and  S.  Leary.  Mr.  T.  Page  took  first 

^ill  °M\^n'?'f  ^^'^'  W.  Eaton  second 

n^hi^I  A  k  ^^^'^'^     refer-ee.-The  West  End 

Club  fished  their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  1  at  Kemsey. 
lorty-two  members  competed,  all  of  whom  took  fish 

lit  olZr^^'^'^A'^^l'^''  ^"'^  successful  in 

the  order  named  :-Messrs.  W.  Norrie,  C.  Wainwric^ht 
H  Coleman,  and  W.  Warner,  jun.  'Mr.  J.  Bourne 
acted  as  referee.  The  St.  George's  Club  fished  their 
wateT  at^  B^ir        Monday  (Sept.  2),  in  their  club 

Ton?  \  u'^if^  ^'^''S^'  "^'^^  ^^o^-  Only 

about    half    the  members  competed  for  a  grand 
collection  of   prizes,  including  their    silver  chal 
enge  cup     The  contest  was  of  three  hour  '  duratron 
SouM  h  I'T--         °°        ""^^^^  ounces 

As  onlv  !  ""'"^n"^  '^^'^  ^P°^*  ^ery  poor, 

taking  fish   Z\  °^  succeeded  in 

taking  lish,  the  first  three  pnze-winners  are  in  the 
order  named-D.  Cairns,  C.  Wainwright,  and  Mr 
Parker.-The  Exchange  Society  fish  thiir  bye-con  esi 
at  Kemsey  on  Sept  8  All  members  are  eligible 
Spv.r,7  lajge  iiumber  of  members  went  to  the 
beveru    on    Sept.    1    and    met    with    fair  snort 

Soor    ThpK  ^"""'T-  Trent  has  been 

Eg'ha:  termodrrat'^  '''''''  ^^^^ 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Another  week  has  passed,  but  there  is  little  to 
record  from  this  district.  Th;  weatherTs  all  in  favoi? 
luHZ;.T  'unfortunately  there  is  a  mass  of  floating 
iuts  fl^f  "^^"jy  waters,  which  almost  entirely  pie 
■iach  Those  wl  T  °f  «'^°<=««sf'^l  operations  amonVt 
ind  the  J  ^  ^^''^  ^""f" '°  ^i^®^*  °f  tlie  red  fins- 
rict^thf  f  ''I'''  "l^'^y  ^""^  northcountry  dis- 
m  the  B!7'f'''~^7/  ^^"^  ^^"^  remunerative  sport 
he  aid  of*"  P^^'^^^^t  drains,  where,  with 

He  aid  of  creed  wheat  and  the  macxgot  individual 

ro'irafthl^^^  '^^^  been  Counted 

ound  Z  ^  Witham  is  concerned  sportsmen  have 
ound  the  best  conditions  to  prevail  on  the  lowlr 

and   as  well  fi^e  bream  has  come  to 

ecur'int  «  K  f  number  of  tench,  one  angler 

nnl  °  /'""^  °^  the. latter  species  weiahin/an 

"ue  to  Ob?  V"".    ^'^'y-ioot  subscribers  Ln 

^nue  to  obtain  satisfactory  bags  of  roach  in  fh^ 

So  othr'K''"'!'"-''^  district:  but  w  ?h' 

'Ct    In  thp  °^  *bere  i's  little  to 

jport.    In  the  neighbourhood  of  Deepincr  fishinc  jo 

SfoTthe  WeS  't^e^wellknoVn 

:  pike!  rL?h,  S  dace.'"  ^"^''"^  ^^'^^^^^'^^  ^-P^- 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  joint  open  match  of  the  Hull  and'oistrict 
atNer'  f     f-iervation  Socfets  wS 
1    4ulus     94^°'*      the  Market  Weighton  Canal, 
--iugust   2i,  amongst  128   anglers   Mr  Ari-V,,,, 

ll.ihV^'.Pu'''''''  Hall  Assifation  toi  5h 
-^v,  °^^^°g    Association,    weighin<^    in  for 

he  We  ?  Hull  A°"/-  ^^^-^  ^-^'er 

ird  1  ,  Angling  Society,  lib.  7oz.  for  the 

e  Hver  Ancl/°°"^  "^""'f''  ^^^^  been  fished  on 
le  TJnix^r^^^  l    r  very  fair  results.- 

tch  o  tbp  i  ^^^""^  Association  held  their  third 
idae°on^^!r-f^  °^  be  river  near  to  Castlethorpe 
'-min°  fZ  T  f^^  A^g-  28),  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow 
S    D«rW  P"^e    with    71b.   15ioz.;  Mr 

Darby   second   with  61b.   7oz  •  Mr  G 

fish  cS^^'/^''-  3°^- •  .^nd  Mr.  W.  Crossiand,  51b. 
nsh  caught  were  chiefly  small  roach.-At  the 
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last  match  held  by  the  Alexandra  Angling  Association 
the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  competitors 
by  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  at  the  Blue  Bell 
Hotel,  Mr.  J .  Siddons  being  the  recipient  of  the  first  prize 
with  Clb.  5ioz.;  Mr.  Fred  Scarborough  the  second 
with  51b.  9ioz.  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker  taking  third  with 
51b.    3oz.— The  Brunswick  Angling  Society  visited 
Worcester  for  their  third  match    and  fished  the 
riV9r     Derwent,    but    only    had    very  moderate 
sport,  Mr.  J.   Carter  taking  the  first  prize  with 
only    31b.    5foz.  ;    Messrs,   Hairsine    and  firoaker 
having    a    little    short    of    21b.    each    for  second 
and    third    places,   although    since  some    of  our 
local  hands  have  visited  the   same  river  between 
Menthorpe  and  Bubwith  and  done  fairly  well  amon-^st 
bream,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  over  31b.  each.  Sport 
on  the  lower  waters  of  the  river  Hull  continues  first 
class  amongst  roach,  and  with  next   week's  tides 
sport  should  be  very  good  between  Hull  Bridge  and 
Wawne,  for  the  river  is  in  very  fair  condition. 
FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Another  of  those  popular  open  events  was  fished  at 
I.eigh  last  Saturday  (Aug.  31),  and  Mr.  Glover  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  obtaining  a  good  entry.    Many  well- 
known  names  appear  in  the  prize  list  ;  the  report 
however,  has  got  damaged  in  transit,  so  details  must 
be  left  out.    The  first  three  are  Messrs.  John  Davies 
Kobert  Sumner,  and  A.  Smith.    On  Saturday  (Au^^  31) 
the  Tyldesley  anglers  visited  Astley  and  fished  for 
three  prizes.     After  two  hours'  fishing  they  were 
awarded  to  Messrs.  P.  Grundy,  Tom  Mc Walter,  and 
J.  Morris  for  good  weights.— To-day  the  Warrington 
anglers  are  making  a  bold  bid  for  the  Bridgewater  Chal- 
lenge Shield  at  Worsley.    The  prizes  won  in  the  recent 
annual  competitions  were  presented  last  week  end  and 
gave  every  satisfaction.    A  few  good  roach  have  been 
booked  from  Rossett  by  locals.    Reports   say  that 
the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  is  fishing  very  well  at  Mol- 
Iington,  and  that  the  canal  at  Acton  Bridge  is  well  worth 
a  trial    The  Stockport  County  Anglers'  Association  at 
a  meeting  last  Tuesday  decided  to  fish  the  annual  con- 
test at  Ellesrnere,  on  Sept.  23.     The  net  value  of  the 
prizes  offered  on  that  occasion  is  £15.    From  the 
Bollm  a  good  catch  or  two  are  reported.    One  rod  had 
upwards  of  a  dozen  good  roach;  several  good  trout 
have  been  taken.    Messrs.  Cooper  and  Ball  each  had  a 
large  chub  and  there  are  a  larger  number  of  rods  visit- 
ing this  river.    Eels  appear  to  be  rather  plentiful 
-Little  If  any  improvement  is  reported  of  our  rivers 
the  Ribble,  Wyre,  and  Lune.     True,  the  reports  are 
of  a  more  cheerful  character,  but  it  looks  as  if  the 
trout  season  would  maintain  its  disappointing  reputa- 
tion to  the  last.    Perhaps  the  Wyre  is  fishing  the 
best  of  the  three,  but  even  that  river  is  below  its 
average.    Canals  are  certainly  yielding  the  best  sport 
and  many  a  coarse  fisher  may  thank  those  who  took 
these  waters  in  hand  several  years  ago  on  his  behalf. 
FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  .Hulme  .Ellesrnere  at  Waverton  last  week-end 
disposed  of  their  prizes  after  an  interesting  and  en- 
joyable contest  to  Messrs.  Morton.  Fittan,  Curnow 
Brookes,    Tomlinson,   Edelston,   Turner,  Chaloner! 
Whittaker,   McDermott,    Eastham,   Taylor  Hamn 
son,  and  Holmes.     The  weights  towards  the  end 
of    the  list    are  very  small.— Reply  to  enquiries 
the  best  way  to  get  to  Little  Bud  worth  is  by  rail  to 
Wfiitegate  station  and  then  enquire  for  Red  Lion  — 
Ihe  Sun  Angling  Society  have  decided  to  fish  their 
last  match  at  Poynton.    At  their  last  meeting  some 
important  business  was  transacted,  and  their  private 
waters  reported  as  fishing  well.-On  Slonday  next  the 
Moss  Side  Socials  will  be  having  a  social  to  dispose  of 
prizes    and  harmony  bottled  up  from  last  winter 
The  Wellington  Angling  Society,  Salford,  fished  their 
first  annual  match  at  Althorpe  last  week  end  After 
an  enjoyable  contest  and  good  sport  the  prizes  were 
awarded  to  Messrs.  J.  Leonard,  T.  Fisher,  J.  Twemlow 
i.Hall,  J.  Bates,  J.  Lyman,  T.Walton,  W.  Judd 
J.  Roberts,   and   H.  Ashton.     This  week-end  the 
George  Angling  Society,  Miles  Platting,  are  due  at 
Chester    to    fish   a  contest;    thirteen   prizes  are 
offered.     The  \  ictoria  Angling  Society,  Longsight, 
disposed  of  their  contest  on  Sept.  1  at  NorthwTch 
Messrs.  C.  Wych,  T.  Tipler,  and  L.  Hothersall  secured 
tfie  first  three  prizes.— On  Saturday  (Aug    31)  the 
Levenshulme  Angling  Society  held  a  fishing  picnic 
into  Cheshire,  and  had  a  good  time  in  every  way 
Sport  was   very  fair,  but  the  fish  rather  small 
io-day    they    conclude  the    annual  championship 
competition  m  their  private  waters.    Preparations  are 
being  made  to  stock  a  new  water  near  Manchester 
and  the  owners  hope  to  have  everything  ready  for  next 
summer.  °  j 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  unsettled  and  anglers  have 
encountered  high  and  awkward  winds.  The  Trent 
has  run  down  to  the  normal  height  of  summer  and 
most  barbel  swims  are  fishable.  On  Tuesday,  at 
Ho  me  Pierrepont,  Mr.  A.  Sewell  caught  a  dozen 
barbel,  including  five  over  51b.  each,  and  recently 
on  the  Shardlow  section,  Mr.  S.  Wallis  secured 
A  4-  of  i^''  enibracing  a  couple  weighitg  lllb 
At  bhardlow,  on  Sept.  3,  our  correspondent  caught 
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with  greaves,  a  large  quantity  of  chub  and  one  roach 
and  it  was  reported  that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and 
fXl^^'''^  bigher  up  the  fi..hery    A  Lw 

barbel  have  again  been  met  with  at  Wilford  Clifcon 

Tl  f^T-  '^"^  windrpreva  hog 

have  greatly  handicapped  the  wielders  of  the  rod 

f,3nnl  ''°^°c  ^^''^  """'^  "'•eeled  with  maggots 
f  om  pun  s  off  Sneinton  meadow  on  Sept.  1  and  2  and 

a?  BurTon''T°'^°^  ''ait  has  accounted  for^pIent^Sf  roac 
at  Kurton  Joyce,  Piskerton,  and  Barton.    On  nrivata 
waters  Mr  C  Joam,  Mr.  W.  E.  Smart,  and  Mr  T 
Barlow  of  West  Bridgford,  have  killed  six  and  half 

and  us,  d  l"h    ''^""u  ''"'^^'^  ^''b  creed  whea 

and  used  the  small  red  worm  on  the  hook.  Trout 
fishing  closed  for  the  season  on  the  (;reet  on  Saturday 
FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT 
Sport  has  been  very  tame  on  all  the  waters  the 
take  of  trou  and  grayling  bei  ng  small.  Jtoach  fish  n2 
has  been  indifferent  on  both  Severn  and  Avon,  and  in 
Sh  the'/"°'r''''™.  been  decidedly  off! 

Mr   W   W?  ?  FZ'^         °^  ^^'b.  taken  by 

Ml.  W.  llartland.  Chub  has  given  fair  sport  this 
week  and  some  quantity  have  been  taken  i^ 
the  Teme  and  Severn.  In  the  former  river 
some    very    fine    fish    were    taken     at  Stanford 

an^f^'tfe'^''^'  '''^'!f^''  ^'^'^  Knightsford  Bridge' 
Hot  Jf?  g°°d  creels  of  fish  were  taken  a 

Holt,  Severn  Stoke,  and  Upton-on-Severn.    .Mr  S 

STe'fir^/-  "^^T  ^"-l  1^^'b-  respe;tively 

at  the  first-named  place;  J.  Carter  caught  six  fish 
weighing  lOilb.  at  Clevelode,  and  Messrs  W  Fan 
Grifiin  and  others  had  heavy  catches  at  Upton'.  The 
Fitters'  Arms  Angling  Club,   Pershore,  had  their 
annual    cornpetition     in    the    river     Avon  and 
here  were  forty-six  competitors    for    eitht  'prizes 
the     landlord,    Mr.    F.    Champkens,    giv  n<?  the 
prizes.     Lnfortunately  the  fish  were  off  the  feed 
and  only  three  prizes  were  taken.  First  prize  was  won 
by  S.  Cosnett,  second  C.  Palfrey,  third  A.  Tutchings 
The  remammg  five  prizes,  with  others  added  a  e  to 
be  fished  for  m  abopt  a  fortnight.  The  annual  Contest 
between  the  members  of  the°clubs  affiliated  with  the 
I  Pershorr*^  District  Angling  Association  took  pi  Ice' 
at  Pershore  in  the  Avon  on   Saturday  afternoon 
The  ram  came  down  in  torrents  a  good  part  of 
he  day,   and  only  fifty-six  memberf  put  au 
appearance.    The  secretary,  Mr.  R.  WinVfield  and 
his  assistants  had  the  ground  all  pegged  ou  ;eady 

the  fS  '"^a  Pl^^f  \*«°1^  place  at  M?.°Champkens  J 
the  Fitter  s  Arms,  and  then  the  contestants  repaired  to 
the  river,  a  mile  distant.  The  prospect  was  not  cheering 
and  to  make  matters  worse  the  fish  would  not  bi^f' 
Only  seven  out  of  the  fifteen  prizes  were  won  and  it  wiU 
necessitate  another  contest  to  dispose  of  the  other  p  ile 
The  first  prize,  given  by  the  Hon.  G.  H.  Allsopp  M  P 

iT'eoT'Mr'nV^""  '^'o'^^-  ^"^'-"^^  -itb  a'bream 
ilh  r  '  T  ^}°'""^'  2nd  ;  G.  Hale,  3rd  ;  T.  Payne 
4th;  Geo.  Leach,  5th;  J.  Stanton,  6th;  P  Thomas" 
7th.  A  quantity  of  small  fish  were  caught  but 
returned  to  the  river,  nothing  under  three  ounces 
being  allowed  to  weigh.  The  Upton-on-Severn  ChU^ 
fished  a  contest  in  their  club  water  near  Hanley  Qua 
on  Saturday  last  (Aug.  31).  Sport  was  very  slow 
The  first  prize  was  taken  by  C.  Oakley  •  W  T  \vXZ' 

bfo  Wes^^"'  'f-  ^^D-ddy  Ruffle  pHze'^wal  taken 
by  G.  Weston.    A  protest  is  lodged  against  the  first 

bro1itlTwP''f.^'°''^^-^'  ^'^'^  *be  matter  hS  to  ba 
brought  before  the  committee  for  investigation. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT 

•  '^^^  Angling  Club  on  Monday' fSent  21 

journeyed  by  steam  packet  to  the  grounds  of^lr  w"  S 
Hunter  at  Aldwark  Bridge,  to  fish  their  second  match 
of  the  season  The  water  was  not  in  very  good  con 
dition,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  thf  catches' 
were  very  low.  One  member  landed  thirteen  fish 
varying  from  lib.  to  lib.  Mr.  McGregor  headed  the 
prize  winners,  and  a  dozen  others  had  fair  results  to 
show.  He  and  Messrs.  Eden,  Birch,  Rose,  and  He  str  p 
took  special  prizes.-The  Phcenix  Angling  Socfe  ^ 
fished  their  second  match  at  Scor°ely,%y  S. 
wTi^"^  ^^l-  Mr.  J.  Snowden  won ^  as 

first  ho  der,  the  challenge  cup  of  the  York  Sheriff 
Major  Close  which  had  to  be  obtained  by  the  highest 

was  Ml.  T  Hunter.  Considering  that  the  water  was 
Vn^  r'l?}''.l^%  °f   fi^h    was  good.  The 

match  of  tb  ^1^'"°  S°°'^ty  fibbed  the  last 

match  o  the  season  on  Satur-dav,  Aug.  31,  at  Scoreh 
by  permission  of  Mr.  Young      Tnere°was  in  pofnt  of 
numbers,  a  prolific  catch,  but  the  weigh  wasXht 
one  member  having  thirty-three  fish  for  3ioz  Mr 
Mr.   Jackson,   21b.   12oz.,' was  first  prize  winner 

rol""' mT  J  Me"?  X^'"-  ^^1"^^  'be  h™t 
roach  Mr.  J.  Metcalf,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Joy  perch  • 
Mr.  W.  \  oung,  smallest  fish.  The  Leeds  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  held  their  twelfth 
annual  match  at  Brigg  on  Saturday,  Au'  31  The 
river  Ancholme  was  in  perfect  condition,  but  the 
weather  was  agamst  big  catches.    The  '"Witham 

tb7 A^^^'      r^^?-^  ^'^'y  '^^"^^  competed,  was  vonZ 
he  Albion  Angling  Club,  New  Wortlev,  and  thi 
'  Slater-Foxcroft"  challenge  cup  by  Mr^  T  HuU 
Sir  Robert  Peel  Angling  Club.  J  J-.  a.\m. 
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OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Manufacturers  of  First-class  Fishing  Rods,  Flies  and  Tacl<le. 

THE   "  MULTUM-IN-PARVO "   TROUT  RODS,  21s. 

SPECIALITIES    IN    BLUE    MAHOE    AND    SPLIT    CANE  BODS. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIGH-CLASS 

Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFGTS. 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
I  SURVEYORS. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
I  Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


Prices 


application. 


FLIES,  fflio  roacTanclers. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Wholesale,  Retail,  &  Export 
Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
**THE  GRAPHIC" 


AND 


THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC' 


"FiJl  of  well-written  stories."— The  | 
Times. 

"Will  furnish  amusement  for  young | 
and  old."— Thb  Mobhihq  Post. 


Of  all  Kewsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 


OFFICES  : 


190.  STBAND.  LONDON,  W  C. 

ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST  m  STREAM 

THE 


Cash  with  order.      29.  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 

LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling;,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

LISTS  FBEE  FROM— 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

The  Best  Weekly  Paper  -for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 

32  PAGES  OF  LETTEBPBESS  AND  PICTUBES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 
Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  in  every  Issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 
"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children.  x    «  j  j 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  frlenas 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 
May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  RaUway  BookstalU,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  5t..  B.C. 


Superior  10  foot  Lig-ht 

Roach  Rod,   12/6 

3h  in.  Star-Back  Reel  ...  3/- 
100  yards  best  plaited 
Silk  Line    2/- 

1  dozen  best  1  yard 
Tapered  Tackles      ...  2/6 
This  Outfit,  value  20J-, 

for  151- 

THE  CHAMPION  GREENHEART 
PIKE  ROD. 

3  Joints,  10  feet    19/-  each. 

3  11    20/-  „ 

3     „      12    „    21/-  „ 

These  Rods  are  the  very  best  I  can  turn  out, 

2  tons  double  brazed,  steel  revolvuig  rings  m 
eml^  fitted  with  the  Universal  Winch  Fittings 
India-rubber  button,  highly  finished,  and  per- 
fection in  balance. 


SLATER'S  WORLD  RENOWNED  "COM 
BINATION"  REELS. 

Very  Superior.   Checli,  Centre  Pin  Action,  and 
very  fast  running. 
3       3i      4       4i      5  inches. 
15/-  16/-  17/-  18/-  20/-  each. 
For  all  kinds  of  Bottom  Fishing  and  Spinning 
and  Trolling  for  Salmon  and  Pike.     Made  in 
selected  hard  Walnut,  and  highly  finished. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 


Leading  Angler's  Journal  of  America,  i       best  books  of  travel, 

SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &C.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIRCULA- 
I  TION  and.  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Secondhand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  Terms  of  Subscription  In 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  gent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 


Its  colimms  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon,! 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other 
fishing ;  and  accounts  of  angling  waters. 
Other  departments:  Shooting,  Natural 
History,  Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 


WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
Poreisn  SubscriptionB,  83  per  year. 


BOLD  BT 

DAVIES  &  CO.,23,  Finch  Lane  Cornhill,London 

ADDRKSS— 

"FOREST  *  STREAM"  PUBLISHINQ  CO. 
N«w  York,  U.8.A. 


MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 
30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON ; 

241  BROMPTON  ROAD.S.W.;  and 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.O 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


BOOTH'S  LINE  GUARD 

can  be  affixed  to  any  wood  reel  In  a  few  minutes 
with  4  screws.  Protected  and  stamped  on  each 
guard,  M.  Sea  and  pike  size,  6d.  each,  3  Inch 
reel  size.  The  best  line  guard  ever  brought  out.  [ 
Send  size  of  reel. 

BOOTH'S  FIVE- JOINT  BAMBOO] 
ROACH  ROD,  4s.  8d. 

For  Cash  Only- 

11  ft.,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood  top 
bag ;  in  box,  carriage,  id.  Balanced  handle, 
Is.  extra. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance! 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag,  about  12  oz 
price  5«.  id.,  101  ft.  ;  5«.  lOd.,  11  ft.  ;  carriage  id. 
BARGAIN,— Finest 'Undrawn  GUT,  Reflna,  as 
fine  a  2x  Drawn,  first  quality,  20  in.,  S«.  6d.  100  ; 
Reflna,  next  finest,  211  in.,  2s.  lid.  ;  23  In.,  3s.  sa. 
per  100.   Only  small  lot.   Be  in  time. 


Send  for  Hew  Illustrated  Cataloiue, 
Post  Free. 


EN  GLIS  H  &  C? 

>OSTERN  CHAMBERS, 
,  NOTTINGHAM 
)RENGLISHS 
MPROVED  PATENT  PIPES 
/6  &  2/6  EACH.POST  FREE. 

IRE  PROOF  2b.  EXTRA. 


BOOTH,  fi"'  Merchant,  HULL. 


-IMPROVED  PATENT. 


PROPERTIES  With  FISHINGS 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  b 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in 
eluding  salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishing 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Zbc  fiebino  (Basette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Pape 

Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CC 

Limited, 

St.  Dunsun's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London 
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WoUs  from  l^e  ilotfl^. 

Me.  Michie  has  been  appointed  His  Majesty's  Com- 
missioner at  Balmoral  in  succession  to  Mr.  Forbes, 
who  takes  over  the  management  of  the  Blair  Athol 
Estates  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Mr.  Michie  has  long 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  King  as  he  did  that  of 
his  august  mother  for  the  past  twenty  years.  He  is 
an  expert  salmon  angler  as  he  is  also  an  excellent 
shot. 


Mr.  Coutts,  head  water  bailiff  on  the  Dee,  has  been 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  new  hatcheries  at 
Skibbo  Castle,  which  Dr.  Carnegie  is  now  erecting 
within  his  policies. 


The  hatchery  and  rearing  ponds  are  to  be  on  a  grand 
scale,  and  Mr.  Mackay,  Sportsman's  Depot,  Aberdeen, 
has  been  commissioned  to  supply  most  of  the  plant 
necegsary  for  the  hatchery  and  its  appointments. 

The  Dee  was  running  brown  on  Saturday  morning 
(Aug.  31),  and  fish,  for  the  first  time  since  the  nets 
came  off,  were  on  the  run.  With  a  continuance  of 
the  broken  weather  for  a  few  days  now  and  again  a 
good  head  of  fish  will  soon  be  forward  into  the  various 
reaches. 


The  only  drawback  to  sport  being  rife  is  the  want  of 
water,  not  fish.  In  some  of  the  smaller  streams  they 
are  fairly  abundant,  and  the  Ugie  for  one  is  yielding 
comparatively  unique  results.  Mr.  Lumsden  had  two 
sga-trout  of  3Jlb.  and  41b.  on  Friday  last  (Aug.  30), 
both  to  the  Devon  Minnow. 


Mr.  Searle's  (of  Ealing)  two  sons  have  just  had  a 
run  up  as  far  as  the  Orkney  Islands.  They  were 
charmed  with  their  voyage,  and  we  saw  them  off  home 
on  Saturday  night  (Aug.  31)  after  having  spent  the  day 
doing  the  sights  of  Balmoral  and  the  vicinity. 

Earl  Onslow  is  staying  at  Culter  House  for  the 
autumn.  He  is  an  ardent  angler,  and  has  been  enjoy- 
ing himself  whipping  the  local  burn  for  brown  trout. 

The  Purple -Zulu  is  an  improvement  on  the  standard 
pattern.  The  body  is  half  black,  half  purple,  and 
instead  of  the  red  topping  it  is  finished  with  a  jungle 
cock. 


It  is  hardly  fair  of  sportsmen  coming  into  these 
parts  to  expect  to  get  all  the  information  available  as  to 
quarters,  free  fishings,  etc.,  from  the  local  tackle  dealers, 
and  then  coolly  turn  round  and  tell  them  they  have  an 
ample  supply  of  all  they  require  and  walk  off. 

The  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  been 
teeming  with  information  about  the  Shetlands  for 
some  time,  and  anyone  following  these  notes  cannot 
fail  to  get  well  posted  up.  Yet  let  me  advise  any 
thinking  of  going  there  that  it  will  be  an  entirely  new 
experience  which  must  be  personally  fought  out  as  no 
amount  of  coaching  can  perfectly  clear  the  way. 

The  sad  fatality  to  Lady  Smith  at  Wester  Elchies 
fishery  on  the  Spey  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  other- 
wise lovely  strath.  Much  sympathy  is  felt  for  the 
veteran  fisherman,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  his 
great  bereavement.  Special  Scotch. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  4,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  Aug.  28  were  read  and  confirmed.  Reports 
were  read  from  the  society's  agents  at  Bally  cotton. 
Deal,  Ilfracombe,  East  Looe,  Minehead,  Penzance, 
Southwold,  Clacton,  and  Whitstable.  Dr.  Pattersoii 
had  been  fishing  at  Southwick  but  with  poor  results, 
small  conger  being  the  best;  the  second  day  a  few 
whiting,  up  to  IJlb.,  and  half  a  score  dabs ;  very  small 
spurdogs  and  very  small  bream  rendered  real  fishing 
almost  impossible;  best  conger  only  weighed  5ilb. 
Mr.  Hill  reported  some  successful  fishing  off  East- 
bourne. Dabs,  five  score,  and  three  or  four  whiting, 
and  a  turbot,  15Jlb.,  on  a  small  hook,  produced  ;  bait| 
lugwoim;  caught  not  more  than  100  yards'  frorn 
the  beach;  next  day,  fishing  off  the'  Sovereign 
Rocks,  a  131b.  conger  and  pouting  were  taken. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington  had  been  fishing  in  Cornwall— 
at  Penzance— and  had  a  fair  take  of  pollack  and  conger 
up  to  8^1b.,  two  hake,  8ilh.  and  71b,  and  two  sea  bream 
of  over  31b. ;  three  dozen  hake  another  day,  with 
pollack,  conger,  and  sea  bream.  Bait,  mainly  pilchard ; 
found  the  preserved  mussel  only  good  for  small  fish.' 
Small  chad  were  a  terrible  nuisance,  stealing  ali 
bait.  Afterwards  tried  St.  Mary's,  Scilly,  but 
the  sport  was  poor.  The  best  fishing  was  to 
be  had  on  the  Pole  Bank,  five  miles  out,  but 
the  great  uncertainty  as  to  weather  made  fishing 
there  difficult.    At  East  Looe  he  was  somewhat  dis- 


appomted— no  mackerel  and  fish  scarce.  Three  sharks 
were  caught,  the  largest  llj  feet  long.  Thought 
Penzance  after  all  the  best.  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham  had 
been  fishing  at  Dover,  and  caught  some  eels  and 
wrasse  up  to  fib.  Could  not  obtain  permission  to  fish 
off  Jackson's  pier,  but  hoped  that  when  opened  in  two 
or  three  weeks'  time  permission  might  be  obtained. 
Mr.  R.  J .  Gordon  at  Deal  had  taken  three  score  nice 
whitingand  three  score  dabs,  with  other  fish.  The  early 
advent  of  the  codling  upon  the  east  coast  was  much 
commented  upon,  as  indicating  the  probability  of  a 
far  better  fishing  season  than  that  of  last  year.  The 
customary  toast  of  success  to  the  society  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

W.  H.  W.  Gbove,  Secretary. 
11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Owing  to  the  majority  of  the  most  regular  atten- 
dants at  the  society's  gatherings  being  absent  in 
various  t  parts  of  thei  country,  there  was  no  formal 
meeting  on  Sept.  1.  Those  who  were  present,  how- 
ever, heard  with  pleasure  a  telegram  read  from 
Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole,  who  are  still 
in  Harris,  saying  they  were  continuing  to  have"good 
sport  with  sea  trout,  but  that  so  far  they  had  not 
taken  any  salmon.  It  greatly  adds  to  the  interest  of 
the  meeting  when  absent  members- send  accounts  of 
the  sport  they  are  having.  .    M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

So  soon  as  Mr.  G.  Maull  was  voted  to  the  chair  at 
the  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  evening  (Sept.  2)  a 
telegram  was  handed  to  him  from  Messrs.  Hoyle  and 
Prior,  away  holiday  making  in  Ireland,  reporting  the 
capture  of  fifty-one  trout.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  attended 
after  a  month  away  in  Cornwall,  and  he  had  some 
large  pollack  up  to  111b.  and  121b.  apiece,  sea  bream  of 
between  81b.  and  41b.,  mackerel  of  nearly  31b.  weight, 
and  reported  that  on  most  days  when  sea  fishing  he 
and  friends  had  capital  bags,  and  states  that  eveu 
tetter  sport  may  be  expected  later  this  month 
and  through  October.  Mr.  Chasteney  had  been 
away  in  Norfolk,  where  he  captured  roach,  perch, 
dace,  bream,  etc.,  and  on  Saturday,  Aug.  31,  at 
the  Society's  water  at  Chesham  one  trout,  which  he 
returned.  Several  other  members  had  visited  the 
water,  but  owing  to  indifferent  weather,  which  in 
some  cases  prevented  fishing,  little  of  note  was 
reported.  Mr.  Porbrooke  had  bream,  roach,  etc.,  and 
some  perch  up  to  lib.  Mr.  Leith,  roach  and  perch 
from  the  Society's  waters  at  Kelvedon  ;  Mr.  Marshall 
ditto  from  the  Colne  ;  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  roach  from  the 
Thames;  Mr.  Borthwick  and  Mr.  Hicks,  dace  from 
Norfolk  with  the  fly ;  one  member,  carp ;  and  the 
writer  roach  from  the  river  Lea  and  dace  with  the  fly 
from  Norfolk.  Discussions  on  items  of  interest 
followed,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting. 

J.  H.  Walkbb,  Hon.  Sec. 
Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was 
held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday  evening  last,  with  the  president, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Elsmore  as  vice-chairman.  A  letter  was  received  from 
Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  thanking 
the  delegates  for  donation  of  ten  guineas.  A  new 
society,  called  the  Erith  Angling  Society,  had  been 
formed,  embracing  the  districts  of  Belvidere,  Erith, 
and  Dartford,  starting  with  very  bright  prospects,  and 
applied  to  be  enrolled.  Mr.  J.  T.  Arch,  chairman,  and 
Mr.  E.  Lowe,  hon.  secretary,  were  in  attendance  and 
thanked  the  delegates  for  enrolling  them.  The  secretary 
reported  that  the  increase  in  number  of  tickets  issued 
continued  to  be  of  a  most  satisfactory  character.  The 
question  of  the  Thames  fishery  dispute  was  discussed. 
Mr.  Cecil  A.  Lumley  (Silver  Trout  Angling  Society), 
solicitor  for  defendant  Andrews  in  the  action  brought 
by  Sir  Roger  Palmer  to  prevent  the  public  anglmg 
at  Maidenhead,  attended  and  made  a  statement  con- 
cerning the  origin  of  the  dispute,  pointing  out  that 
similar  cases  had  been  decided  against  riparian 
owners  in  the  same  locality,  and  felt  confident  of  the 
issue  in  the  present  action.  It  was  unanimously  decided 
to  render  every  assistance  to  Andrews  in  his  defence  of 
angling  rights,  and  all  clubs  were  urged  to  do  their 
utmost  to  support  the  appeal  for  funds  to  fight  the 
case.  Subscription  lists  would  shortly  be  sent  to 
every  club.  Mr.  H.  Allan  (St.  Alban's  Angling 
Society)  and  Mr.  Barker  (Stock well)  were  appointed 
honorary  bailiffs.  Hearty  votes  of  thanks  were 
recorded  Mr.  Lumley,  also  the  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

We  had  a  well-attended  meeting  on  the  4th  insfc 
over  which  Mr.  T.  J.  Ward  presided.  The  treasurer 
was  instructed  to  forward  a  cheque  for  a  guinea  to  the 
Andrew  s  Defence  Fund,  and  we  hope  that  anglers  of 
all  classes  will  unite  in  supporting  this  fund,  and  not 
abstain  from  a  merely  selfish  idea  that  the  decision 
does  not  personally  affect  them.  A  discu-ssion  as 
to  the  outing  took  place,  and  it  was  decided  to 
obtain  full  particulars,  which  will  be  submitted 
at  our  next  meeting.  The  following  members 
have  obtained  some  sport:  Mr.  H.  Dunn,  chub  and 
perch ;  Mr.  J.  Potter,  a  take  of  fair  roach  up  to  lib 
each  from  the  club  water.  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements  has 
had  very  good  sport,  also  on  the  club  water,  taking 
dace  up  to  9Joz.,  roach  up  to  lib.,  chub,  perch,  jack 
and  two  brace  of  trout  from  fib.  to  2}lb.  each  The 
same  member,  in  half  a  day,  sea  fishing,  took  sixty-one 
whitmg  and  dabs.  Mr.  A.  Norman  has  taken  a  grand 
lot  of  roach  up  to  IJlb.  apiece— none  under  91b  —and 
several  jack  up  to  81b.  Having  no  landing-net  he  lost 
a  great  many  fish,  until  he  hit  upon  the  idea  of 
utilising  the  luncheon-basket  as  an  imjtromptii  net 
with  happy  results.  Mr.  Ward  took  a  few  perch  at 
Grove  Ferry  and  Mr.  Westrup  dace,  on  the  fly.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  terminated  the  meeting. 

G.  W. 


RUGBY  IZAAK  WALTON  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


The  prizes  won  by  the  members  of  the  Rugby  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society  at  the  fishing  competition 
held  at  Brinklow,  on  Saturday,  Aug.  24,  were  dis- 
tributed at  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Railway  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Aug.  28.  There  was  a  capital 
attendance,  and  an  excellent  programme  of  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  arranged  by  Mr.  Charles  Mewls 
was  much  enjoyed.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
president  of  the  club  (Mr.  P.  E.  Muntz),  the  chair  waa 
taken  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Manning,  who  was  supported  by 
the  several  officers  of  the  club.  During  an  interval 
in  the  programme,  the  chairman  fulfilled  a  promise 
made  at  a  former  meeting,  and  showed  a  number  of 
artificial  spinners,  including  Hardy's  Crocodile,  the 
Chapman  and  Bedford  spinners,  Foster's  Kill  Devil 
and  also  Enright's  renowned  pike  flies.  Mr.  Manning 
explained  how  these  deadly  lures  were  baited  and 
worked,  and  urged  their  usage  in  preference  to  live 
bait  fishing.  Reference  was  also  made  to  what  had 
been  described  in  the  leading  angling  papers  as  "  Calf- 
Tail  Fly,"  a  lure  for  pike.  In  distributing  the  prizes, 
Mr.  Manning  said  that  the  fact  that  at  the  recent 
competition  few  fish  were  caught  was  not  due  to 
inexperience.  It  was  attributable  to  an  absence  of 
fish  in  the  Brinklow  stretch  of  the  canal,  which  a 
bargeman  had  admitted,  whilst  the  competition  was 
in  progress,  had  been  recently  netted. 

Harmony  was  contributed  by  Messrs.  Mewis,  Welsh 
Tyrer,  A.  Barron,  W.  Brooks,  Baker,  Woods,  Lawrence^ 
and  Gee,  and  Mr.  Fellows  gave  a  pleasing  and  enter- 
taining selection  on  the  phonograph.  Mr.  Mewis 
presided  at  the  piano. 


ANSWEES  TO  COREESPONDENTS. 

P.  Smith.— The  address  of  the  B.S.A.S.  is  11,  Queen 
Victoria-street,  E.C.  Commander  Grove,  secretary. 
Write  for  prospectus. 


Corteeponbence* 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opiniom 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

SOME  NOTES  ON  WORM  AND  MINNOW 
FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER." 
Dear  Sib,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  (page  124)  of 
Aug.  24  I  find  this  interesting  article,  written  with 
judgment  and  knowledge. 

The  writer  makes  mention  of  my  name  more  than 
once  in  the  course  of  his  paper,  notably  wheu  he  says : 
"  On  waters  much  fished  with  the  worm,  the  fish 
get  at  times  shy,  and  I  then  try  a  dodge  which  was 
told  to  me  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  who,  I  believe,  had  it 
from  the  Carlisle  expert,  '  Dickie '  Routledge.  It  is 
simply  to  attach  a  No.  12  box  swivel  to  your  gut  cast 
and  spin  the  worm  across  the  shallow.  I  have  found 
the  value  of  this  arrangement  on  more  than  one 
occasion." 

I  am  glad  to  have  been  of  use  to  "  Days  of  Yore," 
and,  I  trust,  to  many  more. 

But  he  is  under  a  mistake.  I  taught  "Dickie" 
Routledge  this  dodge,  and  with  your  permission  I 
will  go  over  the  incident,  which  I  can  do  very  well,  as 
my  diary  is  at  hand. 

As  my  fishing  diaries  were  all  published  in  the  pages 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  anyone  possessing  a  copy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  19,  1893,  will  be  able  to  run 
his  eye  over  this  passage  in  my  "  Reminiscences  of  an 
old  Angler  "  : — 


170 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Skptkmi'.kr  7,  1901 


"1  had  gone  to  Metal  Bridge  Inn  for  a  few  days  to 
try  the  sea-trout  and  herling  fishing  in  the  Esk,  and  I 
there  made  the  acquaintance  of  that  genial,  unselfish, 
modest,  and  most  skilful  fisher  '  Dickie.' 

"I  knew  very  little  or  nothing  of  herliug fishing,  and 
as  the  Esk  was  very  low  sport  was  poor.  It  was 
excellent  harvesting  weather,  hot  and  bright,  and  the 
fly  was  of  small  account  during  the  day,  and  for  many 
years  past  I  dared  not  face  the  night  fishing. 

"  'Dickie'  was  engaged  to  teach  a  Mr.  Threlfall,  a  very 
pleasant  gentleman  from  Preston,  who  gave  him  ten 
shillings  a  day  and  paid  all  his  hotel  expenses  as  well 
as  his  own,  and  he  was  worth  it  all.  This  was  in 
July,  1884,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

"  They  had  started  in  the  early  morning,  I  think,  iii 
the  dark,  and  I  met  them  coming  back  early  with  very 
light  baskets;  indeed,  the  united  take  of  these  two 
fishers  was  one  herling. 

"  It  was  my  second  day  on  the  river,  and  finding  the 
fly  doing  so  little  in  the  burning  sunshine,  I  had  put 
my  worm  bag  into  my  creel,  wondering  if  the  dodge, 
already  alluded  to,  would  pay  when  applied  to  herling 
fishing,  of  which,  as  I  said,  I  knew  very  little  indeed. 
The  water,  however,  was  unsuitable— deep,  dead  water 
or  swirly  pools  with  high  banks,  and  very  few  streams. 

"  At  last  I  came  on  a  piece  of  thin  water,  with  a 
gentle  run  from  the  pool  above  to  the  one  belo^.  I 
think  the  entire  length  of  this  gentle  stream  could 
hardly  have  been  sixty  yards,  and  the  body  of 
water  was  small.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  '  put  up '  a 
three-hook  Stewart  tackle  and  spun  the  worm  across 
this  shallow,  with  the  result  that  I  had  a  dozen 
herling  in  my  creel,  newly  killed,  as  '  Dickie'  arrived  on 
the  scene.  What  surprised  him  most  was  when  I 
pointed  out  to  him  (and  his  pupil)  the  small  piece  of 
thin  water  I  had  taken  the  fish  from,  when  they  had 
fished  miles  of  the  best  water,  and  which  to  '  Dickie ' 
was  familiar  ground. 

"  He  was,  as  was  his  wont,  quite  genial  over  his 
defeat,  and  when  I  laughingly  said,  '  Come,  "  Dickie," 
I'll  give  you  a  lesson,'  to  my  surprise  he  at  once 
jumped  at  the  idea,  and  was  standing  beside  the 
margin  of  this  shallow  glide  in  a  second,  keen  to  see 
something  new  which  had  proved  successful.  I  showed 
him  how  I  baited  the  worm.  I  explained  that  two  of 
the  s7naUcst  blued  steel  swivels  should  be  used,  that 
the  worm  must  not  merely  wobble,  but  spin  rapidly. 
And  then  I  switched  the  worm  across  and  above  me, 
lowered  the  point  of  the  rod  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
with  draws  one,  two,  and  three,  and  then  another  switch, 
cast.  He  saw  the  whole  sj'stem  in  a  moment,  and  he 
saw  that  had  I  only  had  a  mile  or  so  of  such  thin  water 
that  day  I  could  have  done  a  big  thing,  for  the  breeze 
was  upstreom. 

"  He  was  not  only  delighted,  he  was  enthusiastic. 

"And  when  a  few  days  afterwards  his  pupil  and 
employer,  iiru  tern.,  Mr.  Threlfall,  and  he  came  to 
see  me  oft  to  Brighton  from  the  Central  Station, 
Carlisle,  '  Dickie '  seemed  quite  to  regard  me  as  a 
brother  sportsman  worthy  of  his  steel.  I  had  dressed 
some  small  flies  at  the  inn  for  him,  to  show  how  I  tied 
them  on  what  is  called  '  Mr.  Tod's  Triple  Gut  Hinge,' 
and  therefore  his  parting  words  carried  weight  when 
he  said,  '  Well,  Mr.  Tod,  you  have  showed  me  one  or 
two  new  things,  and  it  is  not  everyone  that  can  say 
that.  And,  eh,  but  I  iniJl  lather  they  sea-troots  wi' 
that  spinnin'  worm  next  year !  ' 

"  I  confess  that  I  was  keen  to  know  how  he  would 
succeed  when  another  year  had  brought  up  '  they  sea- 
troots  '  once  more,  but,  alas  !  ere  another  year  came  he 
was  in  his  grave." 

May  I  be  forgiven  for  telling  this  story  over  again, 
and  for  asking  others  to  try  this  same  dodge,  and  to 
give  me  pleasure  by  acknowledging  any  benefit  they 
may  derive  from  it.  Alas  I  I  am  so  rheumatic  that  I 
wade  and  fish  but  little  now. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  ToD. 


THE  EVANGER  EIVEE. 
Dkar  Sib, — I  have  to  thank  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
a  most  enjoyable  angling  holiday  on  the  Evanger  river 
in  Norway.  This  water  has  been  the  subject  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  discussion  in  your  columns,  and  was 
accurately  described  in  your  editorial  note.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  the  depreciatory  account  given  by  one 
of  your  correspondents  proved  to  be  quite  unjustifiable. 
The  season  of  1901  has  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record 
in  Norway,  and  the  Evanger,  or  Voss,  river  (to  give  its 
correct  same)  has  proved  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
My  total  bag  was  therefore  not  large,  but  I  had  hold 
of  some  very  heavy  fish,  and  learnt  to  my  cost  that 
the  tackle  that  is  good  enough  for  a  river  where  the 
fish  can  be  followed  is  quite  unsuited  to  a  water  where 
they  have  to  be  hauled  up  out  of  the  throat  of  a  rapid  by 
the  "  scruff  of  their  necks."  The  part  of  the  river 
which  Mr.  Sturdy  has  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
visitors  to  Mousen's  Hotel  at  Evanger  is  best  fished 
by  wading  from  the  bank,  and  comprises  some  of  the 
finest  sea-trout  water  in  Voss.  The  account  given  of 
one  of  the  salmon  pools  by  a  previous  angler  seemed 
to  show  that  it  was  a  most  reliable  cast  in  a  low  water, 
and  my  own  experience  confirmed  this,  as  I  killed 
there  fish  of  171b.  and  201b.  at  a  time  when  the  rest  of 
the  river  was  fishing  blank.    It  was  a  little  below  this 


that  I  lost  five  big  fish  and  got  a  twelve-pounder  and  a 
grilse,  all  in  the  "free"  portion  of  the  river.  ]\Ir. 
Sturdy  has  now  also  given  his  private  water  (fished 
either  by  wading  or  "  harling  ")  to  the  hotel  for  the 
rest  of  the  season,  and  it  was  here  that  I  got  my  first 
forty-pounder  shortly  before  leaving,  besides  a  fifteen- 
pounder,  a  grilse,  and  some  sea-trout  on  the  same  day. 
Subsequently  I  had  a  fish  of  341b.,  and  four  grilse,  and 
lost  two  other  big  ones.  Evanger  is  only  three-and-a- 
half  hours  from  Bergen,  and  I  can  recommend 
Mousen's  hotel  as  most  comfortable  and  inexpensive. 
— Yours  truly, 

"FISHING  AT  TENBY." 

Deab  Sib,— I  have  read  with  much  interest  a  notice 
on  fishing  at  Tenby  in  your  issue  of  Aug.  17.  I  cannot 
say  that  I  entirely  agree  with  what  your  correspondent 
says.  Fish  certainly  arc  caught  from  the  pier,  but  as 
a  rule  one  does  not  need  a  basket  to  carry  them  away 
in.  An  occasional  good  fish  is  lauded,  but  the  majority 
would  lie  comfortably  on  a  postage  stamp. 

That  the  coast  of  Caldy  Island  abounds  in  fish  I 
will  not  deny,  but  your  correspondent  says  nothing 
about  catching  them.  Possibly  he  has  tried.  I  know 
I  have.  Red  mullet  in  Jones'  Bay  is  another  fairy 
tale.  Dogfish  are  the  usual  tenants  of  this  historic 
place. 

My  experience  of  Tenby  fishing  has  not  been, 
perhaps,  particularly  happy,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that 
given  the  right  bait,  wind,  and  the  fish  in  an  obliging 
frame  of  mind,  very  good  sport  might  be  had.  August 
is  a  bad  month,  the  earlier  part  of  the  summer  and 
September  and  October  being  the  best  times  to  fish. 

The  catch  of  conger  your  correspondent  mentions  I 
can  vouch  for  being  quite  authentic,  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  the  parties  concerned,  and  saw  the  fish  scaled. 

Trusting  you  will  find  space  in  vour  valued  columns 
for  the  foregoing. — Yours  faithfully. 

One  Who  has  been  There. 


"FOX'S  FLY  DOPE." 
Dear  Sir,— Seeing  an  article  in  Fiahing  Gazette 
under  above  heading,  I  beg  to  iuform  Mr.  Thomas 
Wright  that  the  character  he  calls  z  is  the  symbol 
known  in  medicine  as  ounce.  Thus  one  ounce  would 
be  written  -,i ;  one  drachm  would  be  written  ji.— Yours 
truly,       '  I-  Goody. 

RAVAGES  OF  THE  HERON. 

Sir,— I  could  never  understand,  and  I  could  never 
get  any  answer  to  the  question,  "  What  becomes  of 
small  carp  in  some  lakes  and  ponds?"  One  lake  in 
particular,  which  I  have  known  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  I  never  saw  a  carp  caught  under  a  pound,  and 
neither  did  any  keeper  nor  any  other  angler.  I  now 
believe  the  greater  portion  are  destroyed  by  eels  and 
herons,  and  the  remainder  stay  in  the  weeds.  It  is 
said  that  a  heron  will  destroy  more  fish  in  a  week  than 
an  otter  in  three  months. 

"I  have  seen  a  heron  that  had  been  shot,"  says 
Willoughby,  "  that  had  seventeen  carp  in  its  stomach." 
He  also  saj^s  a  single  heron  will  destroy  fifteen  thousand 
carp  in  six  months,  so  ^cvenof  these  gormands,  at  this 
rate,  would  require  over  one  hundred  thousand.  It 
will  stand  on  one  leg  for  hours,  silent  as  a  statue, 
watching  for  its  prey,  and  I  have  also  read  that  it  will 
take  its  prey  hovering  on  the  wing.  I  have  never  seen 
it  do  this,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  a  heron 
skimming  the  water  would  frighten  tLe  fish,  and  so 
defeat  the  object  it  had  in  view,  but  I  may  be  wrong. 
—Yours  truly,  Cabpio. 

SPECIMEN  PIKE  WANTED. 

Deae  Sib,— In  answer  to  several  enquiries  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  I  can  safely  recommend  the  Trent 
Lake  (close  to  Trent  Station  on  the  Midland  Railway, 
fifty  acres  of  water)  for  large  specimen  pike,  a  large 
number  of  big  fish>eing  there.  I  may  say  that  the 
lake  has  not  been  fished  by  boat  for  eleven  years,  so 
that  there  will  be  some  grand  sport  this  season.  I 
enclose  cutting  from  the  Midland  Sporting  Mail.— 
Yours  faithfully,  C  Keneick  Jones. 

"  We  understand  that  Mr.  C.  Kenrick  Jones,  who 
for  many  years  was  associated  with  the  late  Mr. 
Wright,  J.P.,  agent  to  Lord  Middleton,  of  Wollaton 
Park,  has  leased  from  the  Midland  Railway  Company 
the  two  lakes  near  Sawley.  The  idea,  which  all  will 
admit  is  an  admirable  one,  is  to  promote  angling, 
boating,  swimming,  etc.,  in  one  confined  area.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  larger  lake  is  well  stocked  with 
pike  and  other  game  fish,  and  good  sport  may  now  be 


nOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Elieumatism, 
Neuralgia.  It  is  soiiietiiiies  clillicult  to  (U'teriiiine  wliicli  of  tlie.sB 
iliseasts  is  altlictiiig  tlie  .'-Mirei-er,  hni  tliis  i'^iioi  anre  will  not 
matter  if  Hollown.vs  reiiicilies  lit  used,  'tin  \  illr-,  i,iU'  ami  i-ure 
all  niusi'ular  and  uerMjns  iiains.  In  lieieditaij  rlienmatism, 
after  Ijatliins  the  attected  parts  with  warm  salt  water,  Holloway  s 
Ointment  slioidd  iie  well  rnbhed  npon  the  spot,  that  it  may 
penetiate  and  exert  its  soothing  and  rejjulating  properties  on 
the  deeper  vessels  and  nerves,  which  are  tmduly  excited,  and 
catise  both  the  pain  and  swelling.  Holloway  s  treatment  has  the 
merit  of  removing  the  disease  without  debilitating  the  constitu- 
tion, which  was  the  inevitable  result  of  the  bleeding,  mercury,- 
and  colchicitm  practice  formerly  adopted  in  these  complaints. 


had  on  those  stretches  of  w  .ter.  It  is,  wo  believe,  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Jones  to  stock  the  lakes  with  trout  in 
November  next  to  the  extent  of  10,000  fish,  which 
should  be  ready  for  the  rod  and  line  in  the  season  of 
1903.  Permission  to  fish  the  water  is,  of  course,  by 
ticket,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Schleicher,  of  the  Wellington 
Hotel,  Station-street,  Nottingham— who,  by  the  way, 
is  an  ardent  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton — will  supply 
those  gentlemen  who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
great  privileges  on  terms  laid  down  by  the  lessee.  A 
reasonable  fee  is  only  asked— namely  ; — For  the  large 
lake,  one  year,  21s  ;  day  tickets,  2s.  A  smaller  charge 
is  demanded  for  the  right  to  fish  the  smaller  lake. 
The  use  of  boats  may  be  had  for  2s.  per  day.  The 
enterprise  is  such  that  arrangements  may  be  made  for 
houseboats,  together  with  such  sound  British  sport  as 
sailing,  rowing,  swimming,  and  fishing  competitions, 
which  would  be  conducted  on  fair  lines.''  "* 


BE  ARTIFICIAL  CADDIS  GRUB-ITS 
MANUFACTURE. 
Deab  Sib, — Goldbeater's-skin  is  sold  in  little  book- 
lets about  twenty  centimes  each  by  Mr.  Engelmann, 
at  his  Pharmacy,  Territet,  Switzerland.  Twenty 
centimes  is  equal  to  about  2d.  If  "  Blackbeotle " 
will  remind  me  when  I  get  back  there  I  will  send  him, 
a  sample.  A  card  or  letter  will  find  me  after  Oct.  1 
at  Veytaux— through  the  P.O.,  Veytaux,  Suisse.  If 
he  will  tell  me  where  the  artificial  shrimps,  ants,  and 
beetles  of  his  article  can  be  got  I  shall  feel  obliged. — 
Yours  truly,  Ben  w van. 

Dear  Sib, — The  patent  "R.B.M."  xylonite  filament 
or  tissue  for  ants',  bees',  or  beetles'  wings  and  carapace 
seems  to  be  unprocurable  in  these  days. — Yours  truly, 

A.  B.  Wynne. 


FISHING  AND  SHOOTING  IN  VANCOUVER 
AND  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Sib, — I  am   going   abroad,  and  would  be 
much  obliged  if  you  could  inform  me  if  the  month  of 
October  -  is  any'  use   for  fishing  and  shooting  in^ 
Vancouver,  British  Columbia;  also  if  January  and  ■ 
February  are  any  use  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia 
for  the  same  sports.    As  I  go  on  Sept.  12  a  reply  in  : 
vour  first  issue  would  very  much  oblige. — Yours  truly,  J 
^  .  J.  A.  M.  ■ 


SEA  FISHING  AT  JERSEY  AND  THE  SOUTH 
COAST.  , 

Dear  Sib,— In  answer  to  Mr.  Hinchliffe's  letter,  I 
would  advise  him  to  try  Penzance.  I  have  just  re- i 
turned  from  that  piece,  where  I  found  the  sea  fishing 
extremely  good— pollack,  hake,  conger,  John  Dory,  sea 
bream,  etc.  formed  my  catches.  Mounts  Bay  Hotel  is 
reasonable  and  good.  Boats  (sailing)  and  bait  7s.  a 
day.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  further  informa- 
tion.—Yours  truly,  CiiAS.  W.  GLASSiWiTojs. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  COWES. 
Dear  Sib,— Hoping  to  spend  a  fortnight  or  so  at 
Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  I  should  be  much  obliged  if 
some  reader  who  has  had  experience  of  this  part, 
would  kindly  give  me  a  little  advice  as  to  the  sea 
fishing  to  be  obtained  thereabouts,  also  if  any  particu- 
lar form  of  tackle  is  in  use  there.— Y^ours  truly, 

"  Solent." 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

giH^  If  "Waders"  will  communicate  with  me,  I 

shall  be  pleased  to  give  hina  information  of  a  place 
where  he  can  obtain  several  miles  of  excellent  trout 
fishing  free.  He  can  also  get  good  and  cheap  board 
and  lodging  close  to  the  river.— Yours  truly, 

Andrew  Wilson. 

13,  Elizabeth-terrace,- Netberton,  Maryport. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  JERSEY,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  just  returned  from  a  most 
enjoyable  holiday  at  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  so  perhaps 
may  say  a  few  words  on  the  above  subject. 

The  fishermen  at  St.,  Heliers,  to  whom  I  spoke,  all 
stated  that  the  fishing  is  not  nearly  so  good  this  year 
as  formerly,  still  good  sport  is  to  be  had  at  St.  Bre- 
lade's  Bay  on  the  south  or  Rozel  or  Bouley  Bays  to 
the  north  of  the  island.  Conger,  dories,  mackerel, 
turbot,  dabs,  and  flounders  were  amongst  those  taken 
whilst  I  was  there. 

Amongst  the  many  good  boatmen  at  St.  Heliers,  no 
better  or  more  obliging  one  than  Toni  Davies,  of  the 
yacht  Biira,  will  be  found. 

Pier  fishing  at  St.  Heliers  was  not  a  great  success, 
only  small  flat-fish  were  taken  during  my  stay.  The 
height  of  the  pier,  too,  necessitated  a  long  and  power- 
ful °od  for  comfortable  fishing. 

At  St.  Peter  Port,  Guernsey,  the  pier  fishing  was 
somewhat  better,  though  the  fish  ran  small.  Good 
deep  sea  fishing  is  to  be  had  oli  Herm  and  Jethon ; 
the  tides,  however,  run  very  strongly  amongst  the 
islands.  At  both  ports  named,  the  fishermen  spoke  of 
the  plague  of  cuttle-fish.— Yours  faithfully,  J. 
(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over,) 
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The  Fishino  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  JLARSION,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    6<l. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    fis.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12*.  M. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'cUxk  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manager," 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaoeb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


■WITH  ■WHICH  IS  INCOEPORATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  14th,  1901. 


PRESIDENT  McKINLEY, 


Throughout  the  British  Empire  there  is  but 
one  feeling  of  execration  at  the  dastardly  attempt 
on  the  life  of  the  President,  and  hope  that  he  may 
make  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery  from  his 
wounds. 


THE  LATE  MR.  E.  A.  CLOWES. 


It  is  indeed  a  sad  duty  to  have  to  record  the 
sudden  death  of  another  old  friend  and  -well-known 
angler  and  sportsman,  Mr.  Edward  Arnott  Clowes, 
which  took  place  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  4.  The 
cause  of  death  was  a  clot  of  blood  blocking  the 
main  artery  of  the  heart.  He  had  been  suffering 
from  phlebitis  for  a  few  weeks,  but  was  so  much 
better  that  he  was  arranging  to  go  to  Buxton, 
and  no  such  terrible  termination  of  his  illness  was 
anticipated.  Mr.  E.  A.  Clowes,  "  E.  A.  C."  as 
he  was  familiarly  known  among  a  host  of  friends, 
was  one  of  the  most  charming  men  and  keenest 
anglers  I  have  ever  met,  and  was  a  delightful  com- 
panion, whether  on  a  salmon  or  other  fishing 
expedition  or  at  home,  where  those  who  have 
enjoyed  his  hospitality  will  remember  his  hearty 
kindness  and  the  pleasure  he  took  in  teaching  his 
boys  all  kinds  of  sports.  He  was  an  occasional 
correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  took  the 
liveliest  interest  in  it ;  he  was  also  one  of  the  first 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club.  At  Eton  he  was 
in  "the  boats,"  and  afterwards  distinguished  himself 
as  a  member  of  the  Kingston  Rowing  Club;  indeed. 


he  was  a  true  all-round  sportsman  and  gentleman, 
and  I  cannot  do  better  than  repeat  here  the  kindly 
notice  of  hiiu  by  his  old  friend,  "  The  Amateur 
Angler,"  which  appeared  in  the  Publishers'  Circular 
of  Sept.  7,  and  assure  his  family  of  the  very  deep 
sympathy  which  is  felt  for  them  all  in  this  sad 
and  unexpected  loss  of  one  so  dear  to  them  and 
loved  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mr.  E.  A.  Clowes 
was  one  of  the  greatly  respected  directors  of 
Messrs.  William  Clowes  &  Sons,  Limited,  and  it 
has  often  been  pleasant  to  me  to  hear  the  way 
in  which  he  was  always  referred  to  by  those  of 
the  staff  with  whom  I  have  come  into  contact. 
In  sending  me  his  portrait,  which  I  had  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  give  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  his  brother, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Knight  Clowes  says,  and  we  can 
all  well  believe  it,  "  It  is  difficult  for  anyone  to 
realise  what  a  loss  he  is  to  me,  both  as  a  brother 
and  in  business."  R.  B.  Marston. 

The  following  is  the  note  by  my  father,  Mr.  E. 
Marston,  referred  to  above  : — 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Mr.  E.  a.  Clowes. 

All  who  knew  E.  A.  Clowes  (and  who  in 
any  way  connected  with  printing  and  publishing 
did  not  know  him  ?)  will  be  deeply  shocked  to 


The  Late  Me.  E.  A.  Clowes. 


hear  of  his  sudden  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the  4th  instant. 
He  was  educated  at  Eton,  and  went  straight  from 
there  to  business ;  he  worked  through  all  the 
departments,  and  became  a  thorough  good  man  of 
business.  As  a  young  man  he  was  a  good  oar,  and 
was  a  well-known  member  of  the  Leander  Club  ;  he 
was  a  thorough  sportsman,  a  good  fisherman,  and 
a  good  shot.  He  took  a  great  interest  in  everything 
belonging  to  the  business.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Master  Printers'  Association,  and 
acted  as  chairman  one  year.  Genial  and  kind- 
hearted,  he  was  beloved  by  all  -who  knew  him  ;  he 
was  a  true  friend.  He  was  a  man  of  splendid 
physique,  and  the  announcement  of  his  sudden 
decease  will  come  as  a  terrible  shock  to  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 
Mr.  Clowes  may  be  said  to  have  been  in  the 
prime  ,of  life,  for  he  was  only  forty-nine.  It  is 
only  a  few  months  since  we  had  to  record  the 
death  of  his  brother,  Winchester  Clowes — one  of 
whose  sons  has  since  died  in  action  in  South  Africa. 

"  Friend  after  friend  departs, — 
Who  has  not  lost  a  friend?" — Montgomepv. 


THE  TWEED. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Police  Com- 
mittee of  the  Commissioners  of  the  River  Tweed 
for  the  year  1900-1901 

The  committee  have  to  record  with  very  deep 
regret  the  death,  on  April  19  last,  of  their  esteemed 
chairman,  Major-General  Sir  William  Crossiuan, 
K.C.M.G.  Sir  William  had  acted  as  chairman  of 
the  committee  since  November,  1H92,  and  his 
tenure  of  office  was  distinguished  not  only  by  his 
high  ability,  but  also  by  his  supremo  moderation 
and  fairness.  The  committee  have  recorded  the 
following  resolution  :  — 

"  The  committee  record  in  their  minutes  their 
sincere  sorrow  for  the  death  of  Major-Gencral  Sir 
William  Grossman,  K.C.M.G.,  their  late  chairman, 
and  their  sense  of  the  great  loss  which  they  have 
sustained.  During  the  eight  years  of  his  chair- 
manship Sir  William  devoted  himself  with  great 
acceptance  and  success  to  the  work  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  to  the  administration  of  the  general 
business  of  the  river  ;  he  was  at  all  times  con- 
sistently loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  whole  body 
of  proprietors  ;  and  he  gave  valuable  advice  and 
assistance  in  connection  with  the  enqumes  of  several 
commissions.  The  committee  desire  to  express 
their  sympathy  and  condolence  with  Lady  Cross- 
man  and  Sir  William's  family,  and  they  direct  that 
an  extract  from  this  minute  may  be  forwarded  to 
them." 

The  committee  have  appointed  Sir  Richard  J. 
Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  of  Hendersyde  Park,  Kelso, 
as  chairman  in  succession  to  Sir  William  Grossman. 

The  revenue  for  the  year  ending  .Time  30,  1901, 
was  i£8574  2s.  9d.,  and  the  expenditure  17s. 
2d.,  showing  an  excess  of  income  over  expenditure 
on  the  year's  accounts  of  £408  .Os.  7d.  After 
deducting  the  balance  due  by  the  commissioners 
at  the  close  of  last  year,  there  is  a  balance  at  the 
credit  of  the  commissioners  of  X'172  15s.  4d.  The 
revenue  of  the  year  consisted  to  the  extent  of 
£■335  2s.  5d.  of  arrears  of  the  previous  year's  assess- 
ment, so  that  the  actual  surplus  of  income  over 
expenditure  for  the  year  reported  on  was  only  £68 
3s.  2d.  All  outstanding  arrears  have  now  been 
collected. 

The  statutory  assessment  of  the  river  for  1900- 
1901  amounted  to  £3005  3s.  5d.,  the  remainder  of 
the  revenue  being  derived  from  arrears,  fines,  and 
expenses  recovered,  interest,  and  other  miscel- 
laneous som-ces.  The  assessable  value  of  the  river 
has  again  decreased  by  over  £176. 

The  expenditure  for  protection  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £2581  4s.  8d.,  as  compared  with 
£2642  13s.  3d.  in  1899-1900,  £2737  15s.  4d.  in 
1898-1899,  and  £2713  5s.  lid.  m  1897-1898. 


The  total  cost  of  the  prosecu- 
tions during  the  year  has  been  £309    5  .3 

from  which  is  to  be  deducted 
amount  of  fines  and  expenses 
recovered   207  13  6 

leaving  to  be  provided  by  the 

general  assessment   .     .     .  £101  11  9 


In  Scotland  125  cases  were  tried  at  an  average 
cost  of  £1  16s.  5d. 

The  average  costs  in  the  various  counties  were :  — 
In  Berwickshire,  £2  Os.  5d. ;  in  Roxburghshire, 
£1  17s.  ;  in  Selkirkshii-e,  £1  10s.  6d. ;  and  in 
Peeblesshire,  £1  17s.  8d. 

In  England  16  cases  were  tried  at  an  average 
cost  of  £5  Is.  lid. 

The  number  of  ofl'enders  reported  during  the 
year  was — 

1.  In  Lower  District    ...  75 

2.  In  Upper  District    .     .     .  237 

  312 

and  the  number  against  whom  pro- 
ceedings were  instituted — 

1.  In  Lower  District    ...  37 

2.  In  Upper  District    .     .     .  176 

—  213 

leaving        .  99 

against  whom  proceedings  were  not  taken,  the 
committee,  as  in  former  years,  having  refrained 
from  prosecuting  where  there  was  only  one  witness, 
and  having  considered  it  sufficient,  in  many  cases, 
to  warn  boys  and  other  first  offenders.  Among  the 
cases  reported  are  included  33,  involving  33  in- 
di\'iduals,  which  were  detected  by  an  Inspector 
stationed,  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company  of  London, 
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at  Edinburgh  during  the  last  close  season.  Of 
these  cases  22  were  prosecuted,  resulting  in  17 
convictions. 

The  committee  have  to  thank  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  for  the  help  afforded  by  them  in  this 
direction,  and  hope  that  the  convictions  obtained 
will  tend  to  decrease  the  niimber  of  fish  illegally 
consigned  by  rail  in  future. 

The  number  of  nets  and  of  fish  (exclusive  of 
smolts)  seized  at  sea  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
was— 

At  Sea  and  River  up  Remainder  of 

to  Berwick  Bridge.  Lower  District. 

Nets.    Fish.  Nets.  Fisn. 

1898-  9—       306       91  12  20 

1899-  1900—  277     149  4  5 

1900-  1—       313     113     .  8  20 

The  number  of  nets  and  fish  seized  at  sea  and 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  has,  as  will  be  seen, 
varied  very  little  during  the  last  three  years.  The 
Osprcy  continues  to  do  good  work. 

Of  the  nets  seized  25  were  found  off  Bummouth, 
compared  with  21  last  year  ;  144  off  Greenshaven, 
compared  with  131  last  year ;  15  off  Spittal,  com- 
pared with  35  last  year;  and  111  in  the  Tweed  up 
to  Eoyal  Border  Bridge,  compared  with  83  last 
year.  The  nets  seized  at  other  parts  of  the  coast 
and  up  the  river  above  the  Border  Biidge  were 
comparatively  few. 

It  M  as  intended  to  have  again  prosecuted  at 
Berwick  persons  who  had  been  detected  with 
"  orange  fins  "  or  sea  trout  smolts  in  their  possession 
during  the  period  when  it  is  illegal  to  take  smolts, 
but  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  evidence  on 
which  the  committee  relied  not  being  available  till 
rather  late  in  the  season,  the  committee  deferred 
proceedings  till  another  year. 

The  only  case  calling  for  special  remark  was  that 
of  the  Commissioners  v.  Cowe  and  others,  tried 
before  His  Honour  Judge  Green^^■ell  at  Berwick  on 
Mai-ch  5,  1901.  This  case  turned  on  the  important 
question  whether  it  is  legal  to  fish  with  drift  nets 
in  the  sea  within  the  old  limits  of  the  river,  and  as 
such  a  mode  of  fishing,  if  legal  in  the  sea  within 
these  limits,  would  be  equally  legal  in  any  part  of 
the  river — -svhich  would  be  ruinous  to  the  T\\  eed  as 
a  salmon  river— it  was  of  vital  importance  that  the 
action  should  be  successful.  The  committee, 
before  taking  proceedings,  obtamed  a  distinct  and 
favourable  opinion  from  eminent  counsel  ■  on  the 
question  of  law  involved,  and  were  also  represented 
by  counsel  at  the  trial,  and  they  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  result  was  entirely  satisfactory, 
a  penalty  of  10s.  for  each  fish  and  a  modified 
penalty  of  £.5  and  expenses  being  awarded  against 
the  defendants.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  as  the 
case  was  of  the  nature  of  a  test  one,  it  was  intimated 
on  behalf  of  the  commissioners  that  a  heavy  penalty 
was  not  pressed  for. 

Illegal  Fishing  in  Upper  District.  —  The 
number  of  offenders  reported  for  poaching  in  the 
upper  district  was  237.  The  figures  for  the  three 
preceding  years  were— 1900,  218 ;  1899,  187  ;  and 
1898,  252.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that, 
although  the  enormous  number  of  fish  in  the  upper 
waters  last  season  afforded  great  facilities  for 
poaching,  the  figures  of  detections  show  no  sign  of 
any  increase  in  poaching. 

Spawning  Season. — The  spawning  season  of 
1900-1  was  exceptionally  good.  The  first  fish  of 
the  salmon  kind  seen  spawning  were  three  pairs  of 
sea-trout,  two  pairs  grilse,  and  one  pair  salmon,  on 
October  17,  1900,  in  the  Teviot  near  Monteviot. 
One  pair  of  salmon  was  seen  spawning  in  Ettrick 
near  Selkirk  cauld  on  October  27,  and  another  pair 
in  Crown  Head  Water,  Peeblesshire,  on  October  28. 
In  the  following  month  salmon  and  sea-trout, 
especially  the  latter,  were  seen  spawning  at  various 
places,  and  a  number  of  completed  redds  were 
observed.  More  sea-trout  were  seen  spawning  in 
the  upper  reaches  in  November  than  for  a  number 
of  years  past.  In  December  all  the  spawning 
streams  were  fully  stocked  excepting  Lyne  water, 
in  which  few  fish  were  seen.  The  stock  in  Teviot 
and  Manor  water  was  reported  to  be  the  largest 
seen  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  view  of  the  difficulty  in  procuring  ova,  the 
uncertainty  of  obtaining  spawning  fish  by  netting, 
and  the  expense  of  obtaining  them  in  this  manner, 
the  committee  earnestly  hope  that  the  Eoyal 
Commission  on  salmon  fisheries'  may  be  able  to 
recommend  that  salmon  traps  may  be  put  into 
the  Tweed  and  used  by  the  commissioners  for 
this  purpose  ;  otherwise  it  will  be  quite  impossible 
for  the  commissioners  to  carry  on  hatcheries  of  a 


size  sufficient  to  be  of  real  practical  value.  Such 
hatcheries  as  those  at  West  Learmonth  and 
Mertoun,  though  useful,  are  too  small  to  have 
much  influence  where  nature  does  things  on  so 
large  a  scale  as  in  the  Tweed. 

The  committee  have  to]  report  that  the  autumn 
angling  season  of  1900  was  above  the  average, 
being  very  good  in  the  first  part  of  the  season,  but 
interfered  with  by  floods  during  the  latter.  The 
spring  salmon  angling  was  the  best  for  many  years, 
and  was  particularly  good  in  the  Teviot,  as  well  as 
in  the  main  river. 

The  net  fishing  during  the  last  month  of  the 
season  of  1900  was  good,  particularly  as  regards 
salmon,  which  were  of  large  size  and  good  quality. 
Grilse  and  sea-trout  were  much  below  the  average 
numbers.  The  season  generally  was  a  very  good 
one  and  much  better  than  any  since  1896. 

The  net  fishing  for  the  season  1901  opened  very 
favourably,  there  being  better  takes  at  the  start 
than  for  five  years  past.  This  may  have  been 
owing  to  the  suitable  condition  of  the'water,  which 
was  low  at  the  time.  From  that  time  the  produce 
can  only  be  regarded  as  moderate,  grilse  especially 
being  deficient  in  number  and  poor  in  quality. 
The  first  grilse  taken  was  at  Davie's  Batt  on 
May  18. 

Fungoid  disease,  which,  after  six  years  of  com- 
parative infrequence,  last  year  showed  a  serious 
increase,  has  this  year  broken  out  with  great 
virulence.  It  was  first  observed  in  the  month 
of  November,  but  considering  the  large  numbers  of 
fish  in  the  river,  the  cases  were  then  few  ;  only  13 
fish  being  buried  during  the  month,  being  the  same 
number  as  in  November,  1899,  and  1  fewer  than  in 
November,  1898.  In  December,  however,  the 
disease  spread  rapidly,  particularly  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river.  There  were  1465  fish  taken 
out  and  buried  during  the  month — namely,  1026 
salmon,  151  grilse,  and  289  sea-trout,  of  which 
1444  were  diseased  and  21  not  diseased.  In 
January  the  disease  increased  to  an  extra- 
ordinary degree,  4054  fish  being  removed  from 
the  river  during  the  month — namely,  3000  salmon, 
630  grilse,  and  424  sea-trout,  of  which  4040 
were  diseased  and  14  not  diseased.  The  disease 
continued  very  rife  during  the  first  part  of  the 
month  of  February,  but  towards  the  end  there  was 
a  marked  improvement,  although  the  number  of 
diseased  fish  was  still  large.  One  thousand  one 
hundred  and  three  fish  were  removed  from  the 
water  during  the  month — namely,  881  salmon, 
133  grilse,  and  89  sea-trout,  of  which  1102  were 
diseased  and  1  not  diseased.  The  disease  rapidly 
diminished  during  March  and  April,  as  the  fish  fell 
back  to  the  sea,  and  as  only  1  diseased  spring 
salmon  was  buried  during  March,  the  disease  is 
not  supposed  to  have  greatly  affected  the  spring 
fish.  One  or  two  cases  were  observed  in  May,  but 
fewer  than  in  the  same  month  of  the  preceding 
year.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  number  of  dead 
and  dying  fish  removed  last  year  was  just  about 
the  same  as  the  average  number  removed  in  the 
ten  years  ending  1893,  after  which  period  a  remark- 
able improvement  set  in. 

The  season  of  1900-1901  was  mild  and  very  wet, 
and  the  river  during  the  spawning  season  was 
generally  in  a  more  or  less  flooded  condition.  It 
is  difficult  to  account  for  the  excessive  prevalence 
of  disease,  imless  it  be  that  the  constant  floods 
enabled  the  fish  to  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches  of 
the  river  in  much  greater  numbers  and  at  an  earlier 
period,  thereby  causing  overcrowding. 

Fimgoid  disease  also  attacked  grayling  during 
April,  especially  in  Teviot,  and  large  numbers  of 
these  fish  died  from  it.  Grayling  are,  however, 
getting  more  numerous  year  by  year.  Yellow 
trout  were  not  affected. 

The  first  diseased  fish  taken  out  of  the  river  this 
season  was  a  male  sea-trout,  spawned,  found  dead 
at  Monksford,  Eoxburghshire,  on  November  2, 1900. 

A  detailed  statement,  showing  the  date  when  and 
place  where  the  disease  has  first  been  observed  in 
the  river  since  1879,  will  be  found  at  Appendix  F 
of  the  Eeport. 

The  number  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  Isvs,  M.A.,  Author  o£  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-lly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  FUM  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  pdetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  e.\ample,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  boolc  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Coven  t  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  pricp  of  2g.  6d. 


fotmd  dead  or  dying,  and  taken  out  of  the  river  and 
its  tributaries  and  buried,  from  November,  1900,  to 
May,  1901,  is  as  follows  : — 
Salmon — Spawned     .  , 
Unspawned  . 


Grilse — Spawned  . 

Unspawned  . 

Sea  Trout — Spawned  . 

•  Unspawned 


5048 
330 

  5373 

894 
89 

837 
22 


983 


859 


Total  .     .    .  7215* 

The  number  for  the  corresponding 

period,  1899-1900,  was    .     .  1855 
Since  1879,  when  these  reports  were  instituted, 

the  total  number  of  fish  buried  up  to  date  has 

amounted  to — 

Salmon   84,551 

Grilse   14,135 

Sea  Trout   19,612 

Total  ....  118,298 

The  late  Sir  William  Grossman,  Sir  Eichard 
Waldie  Griffith,  and  Mr.  Tait  appeared  and  gave 
evidence  before  the  Eoyal  Commission  on  Salmon 
Fisheries  during  its  sittings  at  Edinburgh  in  the 
month  of  November  last. 

E.  Waldie  Griffith,  Chairman. 

Hendersyde  Park,  Aug.  30,  1901. 


BEYOND  THE  EOSSES. 


The  light  railway  carried  us  at  a  fair  pace 
through  a  country  of  many  waters,  and  deposited 
us  with  our  tackle  and  other  belongings  at  the 
modest  terminus  of  Fintown.  There  we  sat  by 
the  roadside  and  chatted  with  the  National  school- 
master while  waiting  for  the  side-car  which  was  to 
bear  us  towards  our  final  destination.  A  small 
grove  of  trees  surrounded  the  station  and  a  range 
of  hills  rose  steeply  behind  us,  while  in  front  lay 
the  small  Fintown  Lough,  and  the  mountain 
beyond  had  its  head  swathed  in  a  delicate  drapery 
of  flimsiest  cloud. 

The  side-car  was  not  long  in  arriving,  and  with 
rods  packed  snugly  across  the  shafts  under  the 
driver's  seat,  and  bags  and  portmanteaux  pitched 
casually  into  the  well,  we  clambered  to  our  places 
and  started  for  the  long  drive  across  wild  Donegal. 
Mile  by  mile  as  we  advanced  the  mountains  rose 
higher,  barer,  and  more  wild  on  all  sides.  Trees 
were  seen  no  more,  though  piles  of  bog-wood,  dug 
from  the  peat  moss,  showed  that  in  ages  past  this 
had  been  a  forest  land.  Little  patches  of  potatoes, 
and  now  and  then  a  tiny  scrap  of  oats  near  the 
scattered  hovels,  were  the  only  signs  of  cultivation; 
but  flocks  of  small,  black-faced  sheep  were  wander- 
ing among  the  bogs  or  clambering  like  chamois 
among  the  gullies  and  precipices  to  pick  a  frugal 
maintenance  from  the  scanty  herbage.  At  shel- 
tered corners  of  the  road  the  Osmunda  and  other 
delicate  ferns  raised  bunches  of  fronds  in  rank 
luxuriance. 

Presently  the  hills  fell  back  and  the  country 
opened  out,  and  then,  after  passing  lakes  and 
crossing  bridges  over  the  roaring  tori-ents,  our  two 
hardy  little  horses  clattered  their  hoofs  up  the  long, 
straggling  street  which  constitutes  the  town  of 
Dungloe.  There  we  refreshed  the  inner  man  with 
the  wine  of  the  country,  and  transferred  ourselves 
and  our  baggage  to  the  one-horse  car  which  was 
waiting  to  start  with  us  and  finish  the  journey. 

The  country  was  now  much  less  wild,  though 
nearly  as  barren  as  before,  and  the  only  signs  of 
life  in  the  estuary  beside  which  we  jomrneyed  were 
the  distant  smoke  of  a  little  steamer  and  the  bare 
masts  of  a  wrecked  schooner — cast  away  a  year 
before  while  trying  to  thread  the  devious  channels 
of  Dungloe  Eiver. 

The  quayside  of  Burton  Port,  however,  was 
animated  with  groups  of  laboiu'crs  engaged  on  some 
extension  works  in  the  harbour,  and  with  parties 
of  islanders,  male  and  female,  embarking  to  return 
from  a  visit  to  some  fair  or  market  on  terra  fivma. 

Michael  carried  the  luggage  into  his  boat,  and 
we  settled  ourselves  into  the  stern-sheets  while  he 
hoisted  a  sprit-sail  and  steered  out  into  the  lagoon. 
Soon  we  found  ourselves  threading  the  narrow 


It  appears  from  the  Appendix  that  these  fish  weighed  over 
44  tons.— Ed.,  kg. 
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passages  among  the  numerous  little  islands  which 
make  this  little-known  shore  so  much  resemble  the 
eastern  coasts  of  the  upper  Adriatic.  It  was  not 
very  far  to  our  resting-place,  and  not  very  long  till 
a  swim  in  the  Atlantic  and  a  plain  but  hearty 
supper  restored  us  after  the  fatigue  of  the  journey. 
Then  pipes,  in  the  soft  and  endless  twilight,  for  at 
midsummer  there  is  no  real  darkness  in  this  part 
of  the  world ;  and  then  a  sweet  and  dreamless 
sleep  until  the  clatter  of  milk-pails  and  the  morning 
song  of  the  dairymaids  awoke  us  on  a  lovely 
-  morning. 

In  consultation  with  Michael  we  decided  that,  as 
the  weather  was  very  hot  and  the  water  extremely 
calm  and  clear,  the  best  course  would  be  to  potter 
about  the  Sound,  bottom-fishing  for  whatever 
might  come  to  the  hook,  and  to  put  off  the  more 
serious  business  of  pollack  fishing  until  the  evening. 
So  in  due  time  Micky  and  the  sprit-sail  boat 
appeared  at  the  concrete  wharf,  which  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  had  recently  con- 
structed for  the  benefit  of  the  islanders'  herring 
fleet,  and  we  paddled  lazily  with  the  tide  through 
the  narrow  channels  and  out  into  the  wider  stretch 
that  lay  gently  heaving  with  the  pulsation  of  the 
Atlantic  ground-swell,  but  sheltered  from  the 
western  gales  by  the  towering  height  of  Aranmore. 

Presently  we  anchored  just  inside  the  rocky  islet 
that  lies  in  the  entrance  to  the  Sound  and  set  to 
work,  using  fine  tackle  and  baiting  with  lug-worms, 
a  large  tinful  of  which  Daniel  had  procured  in  a 
very  short  time.  After  a  little  patience,  a  good 
tug,  followed  by  a  rather  feeble  but  scufiling  drag, 
preceded  the  arrival  of  a  handsome  gurnard,  which 
lay  groaning  and  swearing  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boat,  where  he  was  soon  joined  by  a  couple  of  his 
grey-coated  cousins.  Then  the  plaice  came  on  the 
feed,  and  we  added  half-a-dozen  or  so  of  them  to 
the  basket,  but  the  number  of  fish  caught  did  not 
bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  number  of  bites,  so 
Micky  with  a  knowing  smile  insisted  on  the  sub- 
stitution of  much  smaller  hooks  for  those  we  had 
been  using.  The  reward  soon  came,  for  a  smart 
tugging  bite  and  then  a  strong  and  steady  pull, 
quite  unlike  any  other  sea  fish,  brought  a  nice  black 
sole  of  a  pound  and  a  half  under  the  boat,  from 
which  position  he  was  coaxed  into  the  landing-net. 
Then  came  a  few  more  plaice  and  another  sole  of 
smaller  dimensions,  and  presently  the  bites  ceased 
and  we  pulled  up  the  anchor  and  tried  some  likely 
spots  on  the  off-chance  of  the  red  bream  having  come 
in  shore.  We  could  not  find  them,  however,  and 
so  decided  to  make  for  home  and  the  tea-table  to 
pass  the  hot  hours  of  the  afternoon.  Micky  put 
us  ashore  on  the  nearest  point  of  the  island,  and 
we  paddled  bare-footed  like  schoolboys  among  the 
rock-pools  and  caught  a  great  basket  of  red  shrimps 
and  young  prawns  to  grace  the  table.  A  slip  on  a 
treacherous  bunch  of  sea-weed  pitched  one  of  us 
head  over  heels  into  a  ten-foot  pool,  but  as  his 
watch  had  been  left  at  home  and  the  tobacco  pouch 
was  at  the  moment  in  the  hand  of  his  comrade,  no 
great  harm  was  done. 

_  When  the  evening  drew  on  and  the  sun  was 
sinking  behind  the  crest  of  Aranmore,  we  got  our 
rods  again  and  found  Mickey,  dhudeen  in  mouth, 
awaiting  us  at  the  wharf  with  a  small  punt  as 
being  more  handy  for  pulling  than  the  heavy- 
sailing-boat.  As  soon  as  we  got  into  the  Sound  we 
rigged  up  with  long  treble  gut  traces  and  red 
rubber  eels  and  commenced  to  trail  along  the 
edges  of  the  rocks.  About  half-way  down  the 
Sound  there  is  a  great  flat-topped  rock  which 
shows  at  low  water,  but  is  well  covered  at  high 
tide.  When  we  neared  it  we  saw  that  the  oily 
ground  swell  every  now  and  then — say,  every 
five  minutes  or  so— broke  over  this  rock  in  a  terrific 
smother  of  foam— very  dangerous  for  a  small  boat— 
and  Daniel  assured  us,  and  we  could  well  believe 
it,_  that  this  treacherous  spot,  well-named  "  The 
Durty  Eock,"  had  been  fatal  to  many  a  herring  boat 
running  up  the  Sound  on  the  foggy  September 
evenmgs.  We  paddled  alongside  this  rock  as  close 
as  we  dared  venture  and  the  baits  were  just 
passing  it  when  it  "  broke  "  suddenly,  and  at  once 
my  companion's  Ime  tightened  and  his  rod  bent  to 
the  butt.  Daniel  had  already  turned  the  boat's 
head  towards  deeper  water  so  that  a  little  line 
could  be  given  without  risking  a  weeding  up,  and 
after  that  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  to  fight 
the  strength  out  of  the  fish  and  bring  him  along- 
side to  the  gaff.  Then  we  turned  and  rowed  back 
on  the  other  side  of  the  loch,  and  I  got  my  turn 
and  duly  killed,  but  it  was  a  smaller  fish  than  the 
first,  and  so  on  until  we  had  got  six  of  these  fine 


game  fish,  losing  one,  a  very  powerful  fellow, 
which,  being  hooked  on  the  very  crest  of  the  rock, 
plunged  through  the  kelp  weed  before  I  had  time 
to  work  him  into  deep  water.  The  kelp  weed  on 
these  reefs  is  of  immense  size,  the  stem  being  often 
as  thick  as  a  man's  wrist  and  the  frond  twenty  feet 
or  more  in  length  and  above  two  feet  in  width.  It 
is  the  same  weed  that  children  carry  home  after 
their  summer  holiday  and  .suspend  in  the  nursery 
as  a  domestic  hygrometer,  but  on  the  south  and 
east  coasts  of  England  it  does  not  attain  any  great 
dimensions. 

After  we  had  exhausted  "  The  Dirty  Rock,"  we 
paddled  to  the  entrance  of  the  Sound  and  worked 
over  some  rough  ground  and  got  a  couple  more  fish. 
My  friend  was  weeded  and  broken,  and  a  heavy  fish 
which  I  held  too  hard  broke  the  hook  at  the  bend 
and  was  also  lost.  Then  the  last  of  the  liglit  had 
faded  from  the  top  of  Errigal,  and  as  the  navigation 
up  the  Sound  and  the  channels  required  careful 
steering  we  turned  the  boat's  head  for  home  and 
double-sculled  her  back  against  the  falling  tide, 
bade  good-night  to  Micky  at  the  wharf  (with  strict 
injunctions  to  weigh  our  catch  while  wet),  and 
strolled  home  to  bed.  The  report  next  morning 
was  eight  fish— best,  111b. ;  next  best,  81b. ; 
smallest,  51b.  Hamus. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  GEOVE  FEEEY, 
ETC. 


River  Stoue,  Kent.— Chief  fish— roach,  perch, 
bream,  flounders,  pike,  eels,  and  odd  trout.  When 
I  say  odd  trout  I  mean  trout  sometimes  taken  when 
Coarse  fishing.  The  largest  taken  one  season  I  took 
by  the  old  pollard  willows  with  the  worm,  and  it 
weighed  exactly  31b.  It  showed  such  sport  that 
at  first  I  thought  I  had  got  hold  of  a  Fordwich 
trout.  Another,  weighing  SJlb.,  I  caught  in  Barton 
Pool,  opposite  the  barracks,  with  a  tight  line  when 
roaching,  also  with  the  worm,  and  a  third,  about 
21b.,  in  Sturry  Weir  Pool.  I  struck  this  fish  quite 
twenty  yards  off,  and  it  jumped  clean  out  of  the 
water.  The  same  afternoon  I  caught  five  or  six 
flounders,  not  one  of  which  weighed  less  that  half  a 
pound.  Either  one  or  two  of  them  (I  believe  it 
was  two)  had  their  mouths  on  the  left  side  instead 
of  the  right,  making  the  fish  look  most  peculiar. 
I  have  taken  them  at  Grove  Ferry  quite  as  large. 
The  water  was  so  clear  that  when  the  sua  shone 
the  weeds  in  the  pool  looked  like  emeralds,  and  in 
the  quiet  backwater  one  could  see  eels  lying  about 
here  and  there,  black-looking,  snake-like  objects  up 
to  quite  l,ilb.  in  weight.  I  allowed  a  ballet  and 
hook  baited  with  half  a  lob  to  go  down  the  rapid 
current  until  it  came  round  into  a  clear,  quiet 
portion  of  the  pool,  where  the  flounders  were  no 
doubt  on  the  look  out  for  food,  and  with  which  the 
sturdy,  rotund,  genial  miller  was  highly  pleased, 
for  what  is  nicer  if  cooked  crisp  and  brown. 

To  my  surprise  I  caught  two  eels  in  the  rushing, 
racing  millstream,  in  the  lower  part,  and  any  number 
in  Barton  Pool  with  the  worm,  fishing  from  a  boat. 
The  barman  and  barmaid  at  the  inn  where  I  put 
up  were  always  ready  for  them,  and  I  knew  better 
than  disappoint  them.  I  also  landed  a  pike  for 
someone  connected  with  the  barracks  (a  paymaster, 
I  think),  caught  on  a  Jardine  snap  in  Barton  Pool, 
in  half  an  old  dilapidated  basket  I  found  in  the 
mill,  and  sent  him  away  rejoicing.  It  was  a  very 
peculiar  and  unique  performance,  for  this  angler 
was  very  big,  oldish,  fat,  and  a  poor  hand  at  playing 
a  fish.  He  complained  of  his  back,  anon  snorted 
like  an  engine,  and  it  took  him  a  considerable  time 
to  bring  the  fish  to  the  basket,  where  I  was  ready 
at  the  bottom  of  the  steps  at  the  back  of  the  mill. 
Fortunately,  it  never  kicked.  The  pike  took  a  roach 
weighing  over  ilb.  the  very  first  cast  he  made,  and 
weighed  exactly  91b.  I  had  three  on  the  following 
day  that  weighed  131b.,  not  large,  but  so  plump  and 
clean. 

The  very  year  a  well-known  angler,  now  at  rest, 
had  written  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  stating  that 
there  was  nothing  to  catch  at  Grove  Ferry  but 
small  eels,  I  took  some  Tgood  iroach  with  gentles, 
the  largest  fish  weighing  l^lb.  ;  several  other 
anglers  had  some  good  roach  and  perch,  and  I 
know  there  was  a  splendid  shoal  of  roach  located 
by  the  keeper  at  the  Westbeer  Sluice  swim.  So 
much  for  reports  !  And  have  anglers  had  no  good 
fish  this  season  may  I  ask  ?  I  have  seen  anglers 
come  to  this  ferry  from  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Deal, 
Heme  Bay,  etc.,  in  many  instances  armed  with 
rods  (I  will  say  nothing  about  bait  and  tackle)  that 


were  no  more  use  to  get  their  baits  near  the  fish 
than  pump  handles,  and  they  would  have  been 
very  little  better  off  in  a  boat,  for  their  lines  were 
too  thick  to  ])ay  off  from  the  reel  or  strike  a  iisli 
l)roperly  with  such  stubby,  bulky  floats.  I  wonder 
when  many  anglers  will  leave  off  using  lines  quite 
strong  and  thick  enough  to  catch  pike  when  they 
wish  to  catch  roacli,  ])ercli,  bream,  dace,  etc. 
Wliat  is  pleasantcr  to  feel  than  the  wavy,  heavy, 
determined  pull  of  a  good  flounder  on  a  fine  line  ? 
Most  of  this  would  be  lost  on  a  thick,  heavy  one. 
When  a  flounder  has  fairly  taken  the  worm  it  may 
be  said  to  be  gone,  and  I  will  defy  a  novice  to  get 
it  out  by  way  of  its  mouth.  I  have  seen  some 
peculiar  experiences  in  this  connection,  anglers 
being  completely  puzzled  what  to  do.  Carry  a  pair 
of  scissors  with  sharji,  rather  narrow,  blades,  or 
failing  them  a  penknife,  cut  from  the  side  of  the 
mouth  and  gill  clean  through  the  lips,  then  take 
the  flounder  in  the  left  hand,  hold  it  firmly, 
follow  the  gut  down  with  the  thumb  and  finger  of 
the  right  hand  until  the  hook  can  be  felt,  when  it 
can  be  extracted  with  ease.  If  cut  properly  and 
quickly  a  flounder  will  not  even  quiver.  Perch, 
eels,  and  some  other  fish  may  be  served  the  same 
(especially  perch)  when  a  disgorger  would  be 
utterly  useless. 

Eels  can  also  be  cut  doivn  from  the  mouth  on 
one  side,  holding  the  gut  in  the  other — that  is,  after 
the  backbone  has  been  severed  near  the  head — do 
not  attempt  it  without.  In  my  humble  opinion 
the  best  fish  are  nearly  always  taken  in  mid-stream, 
and  fishing  two  or  three  yards  from  the  side  is  no  use 
whatever  ;  besides,  the  fish  can  often  see  one's  every 
movement.  Three  methods  can  be  followed  :  With 
a  boat  fixed  right  across  the  river,  Thames  fashion, 
no  doubt  the  best  plan,  with  an  eighteen  or  twenty 
foot  roach  pole,  and  with  a  light  twelve  foot  pliant 
rod  and  fine  running  line  \vith  a  pistol  bullet  if  it 
is  sufficient  to  resist  the  force  of  the  current — the 
lighter  the  better.  The  floating  weeds  are  not  so 
troublesome  with  a  float  as  a  bullet,  for  they  will 
catch  on  even  a  fine  line,  work  down  it  with  the 
current,  and  eventually  cover  both  bullet  and  bait. 
It  is  the  one  great  drawback  in  tidal  rivers ;  many 
weeds  can  be  dodged  at  the  bends,  but  not  so  much 
in  straight  runs,  and  in  the  centre  of  these  is  often 
where  the  best  fish  lie. 

If  an  angler  is  going  for  five  or  six  days  he  should 
have  at  least  eight  hundred  mixed  worm?  in 
plenty  of  moss,  a  good  bag  of  liver  gentles,  some 
creed  wheat,  and  King's  natural  bait,  a  very  good 
bait  for  this  river.  One  will  see  anglers  bobbing 
about  from  one  swim  to  another.  I  think  this  is  a 
great  mistake,  more  especially  when  the  tide  is  at 
the  flood,  for  one  need  not  expect  much  sport  at 
this  time  ;  even  a  gentle  stream,  either  up  or  down, 
is  preferable. 

If  one  sticks  to  one  swim  long  enough  the 
ground-bait  thrown  ia  on  the  ebb  with  a  little  care 
can  be  fished  over  on  the  rim  up,  but  it  is  most 
difficult  to  keep  fish  together  by  ground-baiting  in 
a  tidal  river.    They  are  here,  there,  and  everywhere. 

If  one  should  happen  to  be  fishing  in  the  non- 
tidal  portion  of  the  river,  below  the  city  of  Canter- 
bury (saj',  Gurney's  Hole),  and  the  float  stops  or 
goes  under  one  must  fish  clear  of  the  weeds  or  clear 
a  space,  but  any  narrow  clear  runs  that  can  be 
commanded  with  a  roach  pole  can  be  operated  upon 
with  a  float,  pegging  with  a  barleycorn  lead  or  two 
or  three  BB  shots  with  great  advantage,  more 
especially  in  swims  deep  enough  to  keep  out  of 
sight,  as  the  roach  are  rather  shy,  especially  in  the 
free  water.  Tlie  chief  swims  in  the  subscription 
water  are  Lavender  Field  bank,  by  the  pollard 
willows,  the  Elms,  Kelsey  Marshes,  Hogbin's 
Crossing,  and  last,  but  not  least,  Westbeer  Sluice 
swim.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Grove  Ferry 
Hotel.  Visitors'  tickets  Is.  per  day,  but  frour 
April  15  to  May  15  tickets  are  not  available,  this 
being  the  close  season.  H.  E.  W. 


SPOET  IN  THE  NOETH. 


Beyokd  an  occasional  red  (that  is,  potted)  fish  got 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Spey,  little 
or  nothing  is  being  done  save  a  fish  or  two  on  the 
Tay.  Salmon  angling  is  at  a  complete  standstill, 
and  the  expected  spate  has  not  yet  come.  It  may 
do  so,  however,  before  this  is  in  print,  but  in  the 
the  meantime  it  is  as  far  off'  as  ever.  "There  was  a 
change  on  Sept.  8,  but  it  did  not  last  long,  and 
beyond  a  few  wild  showers  nothing  of  consequence 
came  about. 
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The  only  spoit  agoing  just  now  is  an  occasional 
sea-trout,  and  that  even  when  the  burns  are  at 
their  very  lowest.  These  fine  autumn  fish  creep 
up  from  the  sea  with  every  tide,  and  although 
they  may  work  about  for  days  and  weeks  in  the 
tidal,  yet  at  other  times  they  suddenly  disappear, 
and  may  be  found  spread  over  twenty  miles  or  so 
of  water  within  the  next  forty-eight  hours.  Just 
now  a  goodly  sprinkling  of  these,  from  lib.  to  61b., 
are  being  picked  out  here  and  there  on  the  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  Ugie,  Findhorn,  Spey, 
Beauly,  etc.,  and  although  the  sport  is  nothing  to 
speak  of,  yet  it  is  all  the  sport  agoing,  and  mean- 
time anglers  must  be  thankful  for  small  mercies. 

The  most  successful  lure  for  these  is  the  well- 
scoured  worm  on  fine  Stewart  tackle,  and  fished 
far  and  fine  ;  but  the  almost  universal  objection  of 
sportsmen  to  the  only  bait  that  will  really  take 
brings  many  substitutes  into  the  market. 

The  fly  is  good  towards  night,  and  the  range  of 
taking  flies  is  just  the  same  for  sea-trout  and 
finnock  in  the  autumn  as  for  yellow  trout  in  spring 
and  eai'ly  summer.  The  smaller  salmon  flies  also 
answer  well,  and  last  week  the  best  sea-trout  of  the 
season,  a  beauty  of  61b.,  was  killed  on  a  .Jock  Scot 
by  Mr.  Lumsden  on  the  Ugie.  He  had  also  several 
others,  but  this  is  the  record  fish  of  the  season  as 
yet.  The  Zulu,  Red  and  Teal,  Willie  Donald,  and 
the  whole  gamut  answer  equally  well  when  the 
fish  are  on  the  rise  and  a  goodly  breeze  blowing. 
The  Devon,  Sand-eel,  Terror,  Creeper,  and  such 
like  are  the  most  popular  favourites  in  a  low  water, 
while  almost  anything  takes  when  there  is  plenty 
of  the  aqua  pura  and  to  spare.  But  in  spite  of  the 
farmers  we  could  really  do  with  a  little  more — a 
small  bucketful,  and  it  would  do  them  no  harm. 

Some  good  sport  is  just  now  being  got  on  several 
inland  lochs  like  what  are  known  as  the  later 
Sutherland  and  Ross-shire  waters,  and  here  trout 
are  presently  again  getting  greedy  on  the  fly.  The 
fish  ace  certainly  not  in  the  prime  condition  they 
are  met  with  in  the  early  summer,  but  they  afford 
good  sport,  and  condition  can  meantime  go  to  the 
wall. 

There  never  was  such  a  rush  of  anglers  in  the 
North  as  there  is  at  present,  and  there  never  was 
so  little  to  tempt  them  so  far,  unless  it  be  depleted 
streams,  dried-up  burns,  but  plenty  of  fresh  air  and 
grand  scenery.  G.  M. 


THE  TEOUT  FISHING  SEASON 
OF  1901,  AND  PROSPECTS  FOE 
SPOET  WITH  GEAYLING  IN 
YOEKSHIEE. 


I  MAY  as  well  discuss  the  first  portion  of  the 
above  heading  in  a  few  words  as  one  of  the  worst, 
if  not  the  very  worst,  experienced  on  all  our  rivers 
and  streams  for  a  very  long  period.  The  early  part 
of  the  season  was  characterised  by  an  almost  total 
absence  of  the  many  spring  flies  generally  found 
plentifully  on  the  water  during  the  months  of 
Marct,  April,  and  May ;  this  was  doubtless  owing 
to  the  cold  weather.  Later  on  drought  and  almost 
tropical  heat,  consequently  very  low  waters  for 
fully  three  months  or  more  (with  the  exception  of 
a  slight  freshet  or  two  of  very  transient  descrip- 
tions), were  against  angling, particularly  flyfishing, 
and  I  am  bound  to  confess  that  in  districts  where 
it  is  permissible  the  worm  fished  up-stream  on  fine 
tackle,  or  the  minnow,  accounted  for  most  of  the 
fish  that  found  their  way  into  anglers'  creels ; 
as  the  trout  sufifered  considerably  from  the  long- 
continued  drought,  and  in  badly  protected  waters, 
many  of  them  have  fallen  victims  to  poaching  in 
the  sbape  of  "  grappling,"  etc.,  and  as  the  season 
is  virtually  over  it  is  now  wisdom  to  leave  Salmo 
fario  alone  for  this  year  and  turn  our  attention  to 
Salmo  tliymallus,  which  undoubtedly  in  late  years 
has  increased  in  numbers  in  nearly  all  our  rivers, 
while  there  is,  I  fear,  a  corresponding  decrease  in 
the  quantity  of  trout.  Another  noticeable  fact  is 
that  the  grayling  get  nearer  the  ling  every  year,  and 
are  regularly  caught  within  earshot  of  the  "  yak- 
kak-kak  "  of  the  grouse,  and  in  streams  in  which  a 
short  time  ago  they  were  unknown. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to 
combine  a  really  good,  or,  as  I  might  say,  a 
"  tip-top,"  trout  and  grayling  stream,  for  during 
the  trout  spawning  season  the  grayling  literally 
"  burst  "  themselves  with  trout  ova,  or  when  they 
can  take  their  fill  of  salmon  eggs,  they  follow  the 
breeding  trout  up  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Yore 


and  otlier  rivers  for  the  express  purpose  of  feeding 
on  it ;  of  that  I  am  confident.  I  know  some 
anglers  make  excuses  for  the  grayling,  and  say, 
"  Oh,  the  trout  will  have  their  revenge,  and 
take  toll  on  the  grayling  spawn  in  April,"  but  of 
that  I  have  no  actual  proof.  The  grayling  spawn  in 
the  shallows  at  a  period  when  the  trout,  unless  the 
river  be  flooded,  confine  their  attention  to  the 
streams,  and  when  there  is  any  quantity  of  insect 
life  for  them  to  feed  on.  I  have  caught  hundreds 
of  grayling  that  have,  while  removing  the  liook 
from  their  moiiths,  discharged  trout  ova,  and  in 
making  an  autopsy  have  found  plenty  of  it  in  their 
stomachs,  but  I  have  never  captured  or  dissected  a 
trout  that  contained  grayling  eggs.  I  have,  however, 
taken  trout  with  half  digested  baby  grayling  in  their 
gullets.  The  last  time  I  met  the  well-known 
Wensleydale  professional  "  .Jim  "  Blades  (who,  by- 
the-bye,  dresses  some  capital  trout  and  grayling 
flies)  by  the  waterside  we  had  trout  v.  grayling  ova, 
and  his  experience  coincides  with  mine. 

During  the  thirty-five  years  I  have  fished  for 
grayling  I  have  invariably  found  the  best  seasons 
have  been  those  in  which  a  very  severe  early  frost 
of  some  days'  duration  had  killed  off  the  nymphae 
and  driven  the  larva  of  the  different  winged  insects, 
with  which  our  rivers  abound,  into  the  mud  and 
sand,  and  the  temperature  of  the  water  has 
remained  low  enough  to  keep  the  insects  deeply 
immersed  and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fish.  The 
often  "  writ  large  "  and  generally  accepted  theory 
that  "  the  weather  cannot  be  too  cold  or  the  water 
too  low  "  is  one  of  the  many  fallacies  it  is  customary 
to  read,  and  I  suppose  believe,  in  connection  with 
grayling  fishing.  My  experience,  and  that  of  other 
piscators  who  regularly  fish  for  grayling,  is  the 
reverse  of  this  ;  our  best  baskets  are  invariably  made 
in  a  clearing  water  after  a  freshet,  with  sharp  night 
frosts  and  a  day  temperature  of  air  and  water  from 
25°  up  to  32",  with  bright  atmosphere  and  little  or 
no  wind.  I  never  could  get  many  fish  in  intense 
frost,  and  in  very  low  water  they  are  difficult  to 
catch.  "  Fairy  tales  "  may  be  very  amusing  and 
word  pictures  of  Arctic  surroundings  good  reading 
over  a  glass  of  grog  and  a  churchwarden,  but  the 
would-be  angler  coming  to  Yorkshire  "with  the  ther- 
mometer showing  17°  below  freezing  point  "  might 
fall  on  to  ice  a  foot  or  more  in  thickness,  but  he 
would  have  some  difficulty  to  drop  "  into  five  feet 
of  water,"  for  in  such  weather  he  would  find  all  our 
cold  limestone  rivers  icebound  and  only  a  small 
portion  of  the  rough  streams  open.  Descriptions 
of  sport  under  such  conditions  must  be  taken  cum 
grano  salis.  Grayling  dislike  fogs,  but  many 
instances  are  recorded  of  good  captures  in  wet 
weather,  and  I  and  others  made  heavy  baskets 
during  snowstorms.  A  couple  of  Harrogate  anglers 
fishing  the  Yore  two  or  three  seasons  ago  made 
record  baskets  during  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  grayling 
being  hooked  and  killed  with  the  worm  at  almost 
every  cast  as  long  as  the  storm  lasted  ;  strange  to 
say,  as  soon  as  the  flakes  ceased  to  fall,  the  fish 
stopped  feeding,  and  an  angler  once  told  me  of  a 
similar  instance  whilst  fly  fishing  in  a  snow-storm. 
Another  fallacy  is  that  grayling  cannot  be  caught 
in  a  "  bold  "  or  in  snowwater.  I  have  frequently 
had  good  sport  by  fishing  the  worm  and  gentle  in 
both  ;  at  such  times  there  is  no  necessity  to  wade 
as  the  fish  will  be  found  near  the  sides.  Two  seasons 
ago  the  Rev.  Father  Murphy,  .J.  Collinson,  and  I 
made  our  best  baskets  and  caught  our  largest  fish 
of  the  year  in  both  the  Yore  and  Cover  when  both 
rivers  had  any  quantity  of  "  snow-broth  "  in  them. 
Then  there  is  the  "  tender  mouth  "  idea,  promul- 
gated by  good  old  Father  Walton,  and  religiously 
believed  by  nearly  all  the  disciples  of  the  craft,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  scribes.  One  half  of  the  gray- 
ling that  escape  are  lost  by  anglers  who,  believing 
the  tender  mouth  and  very  careful  striking  theory, 
are  afraid  to  strike  hard  enough,  consequently  the 
hook  is  not  driven  beyond  the  barb,  and  the  fish 
soon  bids  the  disappointed  piscator  good-day. 
There  are  days  when  the  grayling  "  come  short  " 
and  defy  all  your  skill  to  hook  them  firmly. 

Another  erroneous  idea  until  quite  recently  was 
that  the  Yorkshire  rivers  were  not  adapted  to  dry 
fly  fishing,  but  now  it  is  followed  on  many  lengths 
of  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  etc.-,  with  much  success,  and 
is  rapidly  gaining  ground  all  through  the  county 
both  for  trout  and  grayling  fishing ;  a  good  dish 
of  grayling  is  often  got  with  a  single  dry  fly  when 
the  fish  will  not  look  at  the  orthodox  cast  of  four 
sunk  flies.  A  Mr.  Lock,  of  London,  opened  my 
eyes  to  that  fact  some  years  ago,  after  seeing  him 
rise  or  hook  grayling  after  grayling,  up  a  com- 


paratively small  mountainous  stream,  with  the 
Little  Marryat  one  October  afternoon,  fished  dry, 
when  at  the  same  time  I  had  one  of  the  latter, 
dressed  by  the  same  artist  (and  I  believe  from 
the  same  feather),  with  two  other  flies  on  my  cast, 
which  I  fished  wet  or  sunk,  and  with  them  could 
hardly  get  a  fish.  I  was  quickly  converted,  and 
since  then  I  have  made  many  converts  to  the  art 
of  dry  fly  fishing  for  grayling.  The  best  flies  for 
that  purpose  during  the  remainder  of  this  month, 
October,  and  November  (should  the  latter  month 
be  at  all  open)  are,  in  my  opinion,  the  Little 
Marryat,  the  Cinnamon  Fly,  the  March  Brown 
(ribbed  with  gold  twist),  the  Green  Insect,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  and  the  different  shades  of  Duns  as  they 
come  on  the  water.  Any  of  the  "  dubs,"  as  we  call 
the  pools,  or  the  glides,  locally  termed  "  flats,"  are 
the  places  to  fish  the  dry  fly. 

Grayling  in  the  Yore  are  found  in  fair  quantity 
as  low  as  Hewick  Bridge,  some  distance  below 
Ripon ;  from  here  the  Ripon  Angling  Club  have 
fishing  rights  for  about  four  miles  of  water.  They 
issue  day  tickets  at  2s.  each  or  5s.  for  a  week. 
These  can  be  obtained  at  the  Unicorn  and  Station 
Hotels.  West  of  this  Sir  Reginald  Graham 
preserves  the  water,  and  an  occasional  day's  fishing 
may  be  obtained  in  it. 

The  Tanfield  Club  preserve  the  river  from  East 
Tanfield  to  Hackfall.  The  club  is  limited  to  thirty 
members,  who  have  the  privilege  of  obtaining  half- 
a-dozen  tickets  each  for  distribution  among  their 
friends  during  the  season.  At  Masham  Mr.  Jackson, 
of  the  Mill,  can  grant  an  occasional  day  to  anglers 
staying  at  his  residence,  so  can  the  landlord  of  the 
King's  Head.  From  this  point  up  to  Ulshaw 
Bridge  the  water  is  in  private  hands,  but  occasional 
leave  is  granted  by  the  different  riparian  owners  to 
the  local  followers  of  the  sport,  and  also  to  respect- 
able applicants.  Here  the  Cover  meets  the  Yore. 
Visitors  making  the  well-known  inn  named  Cover 
Bridge  their  rendezvous  will  be  able  to  fish  a 
portion  of  both  rivers,  which  are  fairly  stocked 
with  grayling. 

The  next  point  of  the  Yore  in  which  these  fish 
are  found  is  above  Middleham  Bridge.  Leave  to 
fish  this  water  as  far  as  Wensley  can  be  obtained 
by  visitors  staying  at  the  Bolton  Arms,  Leyburn, 
through  Mr.  Umpleby,  steward  to  Lord  Bolton, 
who  resides  at  Wensley.  This  permission  also 
extends  from  the  Batt  Island  west  to  Redmire. 
The  best  grayling  fishing  in  the  Upper  Yore,  in  my 
opinion,  is  between  Aysgarth  (above  the  falls)  and 
Bainbridge  ;  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  wade  this 
water.  Part  of  it  is  preserved  by  the  Wensleydale 
Angling  Association,  certain  lengths  being  excepted. 
Day  tickets  are  two  shillings  each,  or  five  shillings 
the  week. 

Comfortable  quarters  can  be  found  at  the  Rose 
and  Crown,  Bainbridge ;  Palmer  Flatt  Hotel, 
Aysgarth ;  and  the  Wheatsheaf,  Carperby.  The 
water  above  here  is  preserved  by  the  Hawes  and 
High  Abbotside  Angling  Association  ;  their  charge 
for  the  day  and  weekly  tickets  are  the  same  as  the 
Wensleydale  Association.  The  secretary  is  Mr. 
B.  Thompson,  and  the  Crown  Hotel,  Hawes,  the 
headquarters  of  the  club. 

The  upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  are  strictly 
preserved  for  trout,  and  above  Grassington  few  or 
no  grayling  are  met  with.  At  Grassington,  how- 
ever, grayling  are  well  looked  after.  The  water  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  Grassington  Angling  Club,  who 
issue  day  tickets  to  visitors  at  2s.  6d.  per  day.  The 
fish  run  to  a  good  size,  and  under  fair  conditions  a 
good  basket  may  be  depended  upon. 

Below  Linton  the  Burnsall  Angling  Club  rent 
the  water,  and  here  also  good  grayling  fishing  is 
found ;  day  tickets  may  be  had  on  payment  of  5s. 
Visitors  to  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Burnsall,  have 
permission  to  fish  a  short  length  of  this  water,  and 
good  grayling  fishing  may  be  also  had  below  by 
staying  at  the  New  Inn,  Appletreewick. 

At  Bolton  Abbey  the  Devonshire  Anns  Hotel 
and  Red  Lion  cater  for  anglers,  but  here  fly  fishing 
only  is  allowed.  The  Ilkley  Angling  Club  waters 
come  below  this,  and  here  a  charge  of  5s.  per  day 
is  made,  but  tickets  are  only  issued  to  people 
staying  one  night  or  more  in  the  town.  Below 
here  the  grayling  fishing  is  all  in  private  hands. 

The  fishing  on  the  Nidd  is  all  preserved,  but 
tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  Nidderdale  Angling  Club,  Pately  Bridge,  by 
non  residents  at  10s.  per  annum  for  the  water 
above  Pately.  From  Pately  Bridge  to  Dacre 
Banks  tickets  for  the  Harrogate  Conservative 
Angling  Club's  water  may  be  obtained  from  the 
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Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds,  the  charge  being  2s.  6d.  per  day,  5s.  per 
week,  and  10s.  per  month.  Adjoining  this  is  the 
Knaresborough  Chib  water,  but  no  visitors'  tickets 
are  issued.  Then  follows  the  Harrogate  Angling 
Club  waters — no  day  tickets  are  issued,  but  a 
season  ticket  can  be  obtained  from  lUley  Fortune, 
Esq.,  Dragon-road,  Harrogate,  for  21s. 

The  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association  tickets  can 
only  be  obtained  through  members.  Grayling  are 
very  plentiful  in  the  Dove  and  other  small  streams 
around  Kirby  Moorside  ;  tickets  2s.  6d.  per  day,  to 
be  obtained  from  J.  C.  Frank,  Esq.,  Low  Hall, 
Kirby  Moorside. 

Pickering  Beck  is  well  stocked,  and  tickets  can 
be  obtained  at  Ss.  per  day,  or  7s.  6d.  per  week, 
from  the  Post  Office,  Pickering.  The  Derwent  in 
its  upper  reaches  contains  a  great  number  of 
grayling.  The  Derwent  Angling  Club  issue  tickets 
at  5s.  per  day,  and  generally  speaking  the  fishing 
is  well  worth  the  charge.  At  Yeddingham  and 
School  House  Hill  some  very  fine  grayling  are  to 
be  taken,  and  permission  is  freely  given  to  visitors 
at  the  inns. 

The  Piye  and  Costa  are  both  in  the  hands  of 
clubs,  and  tickets  are  issued  to  members  only  for 
the  use  of  their  friends.  From  personal  observation 
and  reports  received  all  our  streams  are  well  stocked 
with  grayling,  but  at  present  prospects  for  sport 
are  not  particularly  encouraging.  After  the  rery 
droughty  summer  we  have  experienced  many  of  the 
moorland  streams  are  practically  dried  up.  What 
we  require  is  a  week  or  more  wet  weather  to  open 
out  the  springs,-and  to  cause  a  couple  of  feet  more 
water  to  run  regularly  through  our  rivers. 

The  autunm  rains  always  did  come  sooner  or 
later,  and  after  we  are  favoured  with  the  much- 
wished  for  change,  followed  by  sharp  frosty  nights, 
is  the  time  to  go  grayling  fishing. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  great  increase  to  the 
list  of  artificial  flies,  fancy  and  otherwise,  for 
grayling.  The  following  are,  I  consider,  the  best, 
namely : — The  Dark  Needle  Brown,  Red  Tag,  Fog 
Black,  Poult  Bloa,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  March 
Brown  ribbed  with  tinsel.  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Grey 
Palmer,  Green  Insect,  Light  Bloa,  Cooper's  Fancy, 
Oi-ange  Bramble,  Honey  Dun  Bumble,  Willow  Fly, 
Crimson  Tag,  Ibis  Tag,  Blue  Hawk,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Dark  October  Dun,  Silver  or  Winter 
Dun,  Golden  Crow,  Sea  Swallow,  Cinnamon  Fly, 
Little  Marryat,  Apple  Green  Dun,  Dark  Olive  Bloa, 
Yellow  Bumble,  and  Smoke  Fly.  These  will  kill 
grayling  in  any  river  in  the  kingdom.  Considerable 
success  has  also  been  met  with  in  all  parts  of  the 
country  by  fishing  a  trio  of  "  fancies  "  known  as 
Piatt's  Fancy,  Khaki  Gent,  and  Carter  Piatt's 
Copper,  invented  by  that  well-known  angler,  W. 
Carter  Platts,  Esq.,  the  angling  editor  of  the  YorJi- 
shire  WeeMij  Post. 

At  times,  when  the  water  is  too  highly  coloured, 
or  even  when  it  is  in  good  condition,  the  grayling 
refuse  to  rise  to  the  fly.  Swimming  the  maggot  is 
then  a  favourite  method  of  angling  with  the 
Yorkshire  followers  of  the  gentle  art.  A  couple  of 
well  scoured  maggots  are  inserted  on  a  No.  8 
crystal  roach  hook  with  a  fine  drawn  gut  cast ;  a 
swan  shot  or  two  should  be  fastened  on  the  cast 
about  nine  inches  above  the  hook.  The  gentle 
should  swim  from  four  to  six  inches  from  the 
bottom.  The  best  float  to  use  for  this  style  of 
fishing  is  a  small  quill  or  the  little  red  painted 
cork  float  used  for  worm  fishing.  As  the  weather 
gets  colder,  the  gentle  gives  way  to  the  worm,  like 
that  for  the  maggot.  Your  cast  must  be  of 
single  hair  or  of  the  finest  possible  gut  of  the 
best  quality.  For  womiing  the  crank  shanked 
hook  No.  4  sneck  bend  or  a  No.  6  fine  wire  round 
bend  is  generally  used,  but  I  know  plenty  of  anglers 
who  prefer  the  Stewart  three-hook  tackle  or  the 
Pennell  two-hook  tackle  to  the  single  hook.  In  the 
way  of  worms  the  red,  the  brandling,  or  small 
maiden  dews  are  equally  good.  In  fishing  the 
worm  the  heads  and  tails  of  the  pools  and  all  the 
runs  and  glides  should  be  carefully  fished. 

John  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 

19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  IIow  to  Tie  Flies  foi-  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."   By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 

Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  (;azelte.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London. 
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{Concluded  from  page  157.) 
Leaving  Walter  to  try  for  better  luck,  wc  again 
started  to  i^roceed  up  the  stream,  passing  two  or 
three  likely  pools,  whose  merits  however  I  did  not 
test,  Donald's  advice  being  that  I  should  at  once 
direct  my  steps  to  the  best  spot  in  the  river,  some 
little  distance  further  up.  After  sundry  frantic 
leaps  over  tributary  bums,  whose  black  peaty 
bottoms— suggestive  of  the  idea  of  a  "  sinking 
fund"  in  addition  to  Donald's  testimony  to  their 
swallowing  capacUics,  founded,  as  he  said,  on  the 
experience  of  various  involuntary  immersions — 
deterred  us  from  attempting  to  wade  them,  we 
reached  the  wished-for  spot.  And  a  likely  spot  it 
was;  a  large  oval-shaped  pool,  evidently  of  great 
depth,  and  capable  of  harbouring  any  amount  of 
fish;  and,  as  the  breeze  shifted  about,  leaving  calm 
patches  on  its  surface,  we  could  distinctly  perceive, 
far  down  in  its  dark  but  transparent  waters,  huge 
masses  of  peat-soil  which  the  floods  of  winter  had 
torn  from  the  banks,  and  affording  splendid  retreats 
for  shy  fish.  Above,  the  channel  grew  narrower, 
and  the  current,  in  consequence,  more  lively  ;  the 
tangled  arms  of  a  huge  root,  the  sole  survivor  of 
some  giant  of  those  primeval  forests  which  once 
covered  these  now  treeless  regions,  stood  boldly  out 
in  the  middle  of  this  narrowed  channel,  and, 
strengthened  by  a  mass  of  debris  borne  down  from 
the  moors  above,  checked  the  stream  in  its  course, 
and  produced  two  pretty  runnels  at  the  head  of  the 
poo),  which,  uniting  a  few  yards  below,  became 
gradually  lost  in  the  stiller  depths  and  wider  ex- 
panse of  the  pool  itself.  "  Noo,  sir,"  said  Donald, 
"  noo,  sir,  a'm  thenking,  if  there  be  a  saulmon  in 
a'  the  river,  'twill  just  be  here  "  ;  and  I  quite  agreed 
with  him.  "  Cast  below  the  auld  root,  and  let  her 
float  doon,  'tis  a  bonny  current  noo."  I  did  so; 
but  the  cast  proved  a  blank.  However,  paiientia 
est  virtus  said  a  voice  from  "  auld  lang  syne,"  when 
as  a  schoolboy  I  first  began  my  accidence  ;  and  so 
I  repeated  the  dose,  and  once  more  my  fly  reached 
the  tail  of  the  runnel  unassailed ;  but,  just  as  I 
began  to  raise  my  rod  for  another  cast,  the  water 
curled  round  it  ;  I  heard  a  sullen,  lunging  kind  of 
noise ;  and,  whir-r-r— I  had  hooked  my  salmon. 
"  Ay,  but  'twill  be  a  braw  fesh  thaat,  sir  !  "  ejacu- 
lated Donald,  and  so  it  was  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it 
was  not  yet  landed,  nor  did  it  seem  at  all  disposed 
to  be  tractable.  At  first  he  rushed  madly  down 
the  middle  of  the  pool,  ploughing  a  deep  furrow  as 
he  went,  and  then  sprang  wildly  into  the  air,  trying 
the  strength  and  elasticity  of  my  tackle  to  the 
utmost.  This,  however,  wa&  scarcely  the  most 
critical  part  of  the  struggle  ;  for  sullenly  retiring 
under  the  base  of  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
masses  of  peat — bent  apparently  on  wearing  out 
my  patience — he  remained  immovable,  in  spite  of 
all  efforts  to  dislodge  him.  My  tackle  was  not 
strong  enough  to  drag  him  out  by  main  force  ;  and, 
though  it  was  scarcely  probable  that  he  would  be 
able  to  rid  himself  of  a  double  hook,  yet  there  was 
a  great  danger  of  his  fretting  the  line  against  some 
stone  or  root  until  it  should  give  way.  Donald 
seemed  'to  think  that  my  only  chance  was  to  get 
him  out  of  his  retreat  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  accordLogly  began  to  throw  stones  at  him. 

At  this  moment  our  attention  was  attracted  by  a 
shout  from  Walter  ;  and,  on  looking  towards  him, 
we  saw  at  once  that  he  also  was  in  deadly  struggle 
with  some  unseen  antagonist ;  and,  judging  by  the 
hyperbolic  shape  and  the  peculiar  quivering  motion 
of  his  rod,  it  was  no  contemptible  contest  in  which 
he  was  engaged.  I  could  not,  however,  at  present 
at  least,  dispense  with  Donald,  and  so,  very  selfishly, 
left  Walter  to  shift  for  himself.  My  fish  now  was 
once  more  induced  to  leave  his  retreat  and  resume 
the  contest,  which  every  moment  threatened  the 
rupture  of  my  tackle.  His  varied  evolutions,  dives, 
and  flights  through  the  air,  as  they  thoroughly 
baflled  my  skill  in  dealing  with  them  at  the  time, 
so  they  now  completely  beggar  description.  Gradu- 
ally, however,  he  began  to  put  out  signals  of  dis- 
tress ;  his  evolutions  became  more  confined,  his 
struggles  less  severe ;  and  at  length,  to  my  inex- 
pressible delight,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  drawn 
slowly  alongside,  and  Donald,  cautiously  getting 
the  landing-net  beneath  him,  lifted  him  ashore  and 
laid  him  at  my  feet,  declaring  that  he  did  not 
weigh  an  ounce  under  "  sexteen  punds." 

My  fish  at  length  secure,  I  found  how  very  pre- 


*  From  "Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 


carious  had  been  my  hold  upon  him.  One  of  the 
hooks  of  my  fly  had  broken  out  of  his  flesh,  and 
the  other  was  retained  by  a  mere  thread,  so  very 
slender  that  it  seemed  a  perfect  marvel  that  some 
of  his  last  short  but  desperate  struggles  bad  not 
released  him.  Had  his  strength  held  out  but  a 
little  longer,  he  must  have  escaped.  However,  all 
chance  for  him  was  now  gone  ;  tliere  he  lay  con- 
quered and  gasping;  and  Donald,  taking  up  a 
stone,  by  one  knock  on  the  forehead  for  ever  ter- 
nainated  his  existence. 

Thus,  reader,  was  my  patience  rewarded,  and  my 
first  salmon  killed.  I  was  now  an  initiated  brother 
of  the  gentle  craft ;  and,  though  you  njay  not  be 
able  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  that  moment,  I 
can  assure  you  the  sense  of  exultation  was  very 
great.  A  salmon,  in  his  own  element,  is  indeed  no 
despicable  antagonist;  for,  from  his  activity,  he 
may  balflc  the  sldll  of  the  most  expert,  while  his 
strength  is  sufficient  to  weary  the  stoutest  ami ; 
and  it  is  only  by  patience  and  care  that  victory  can 
be  won. 

But  I  must  not  suffer  myself  to  dwell  too  long 
upon  my  own  emotions,  while  Walter  is  still 
struggling  with  his  fish.  Now  that  there  could  be 
no  longer  any  doubt  that  my  own  fish  was  liors  dr. 
rovihat,  we  set  off  at  once  to  his  assistance,  and 
found  him  also  "  wi'  a  graund  fesh,"  as  Donald 
said,  at  the  end  of  his  line,  still  resisting  bravely, 
and  judging  from  appearances,  intending  to  resist 
for  some  time  to  come.  My  own  fight  had  lasted 
twenty  minutes ;  but  this  promised  apparently  to 
be  much  longer.  Immediately  after  our  arrival 
the  fish  retreated  under  the  opposite  bank,  and  I 
began  to  expect  a  repitition  of  the  tactics  I  had 
myself  so  recently  dealt  with.  For  some  minutes 
we  endeavoured  to  dislodge  him  by  throwing  stones, 
while  Walter  tried  to  irritate  him  by  constantly 
jerking  the  line ;  but  all  proved  unavailing.  At 
length,  however,  as  a  last  resource,  we  sent  Donald 
to  ford  some  shallow  part  of  the  ri\er,  and  get 
round  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  pool,  that  he 
might  drive  out  the  fish  if  possible.  On  reaching 
the  spot,  and  looking  down  from  the  top  of  the 
bank,  Donald  reported  some  huge  roots  visible 
below  him,  into  which  the  fish  must  have  retreated. 
He  then  made  several  attemi^ts  to  dislodge  the 
enemy,  by  thrusting  down  the  shaft  of  the  landing- 
net  ;  but  it  seemed  as  though  nothing  could  move 
him.  At  length,  however,  by  dint  of  stirring  and 
poking,  the  opposition  sensibly  lessened,  and  by 
degrees  the  line  came  away  with  a  heavy  weiglit 
attached  to  it,  which  proved  to  be  a  dead  root,  to 
which  the  salmon  had  succeeded  in  transferring  the 
hook  from  his  own  jaws,  and  consequently  had 
effected  his  escape. 

Such  was  the  mortifying  termination  of  our 
worthy  friend's  first  essay.  There  remained,  how- 
ever, nothing  for  it  but  to  hope  for  better  success 
with  the  next.  We  had,  while  standing  here, 
observed  more  than  one  good  rise  at  the  head  of 
the  pool ;  and  Walter  proceeded  to  try  his  luck 
again,  while  I  returned  once  more  to  tlie  upper 
pool,  Donald  remaining  to  assist  with  the  head 
as  well  as  the  arm,  should  circumstances  require  it. 

But  quid  multa  !■  Not  to  make  my  letter  tedious, 
I  will  content  myself  with  these  two  specimens  of 
our  sport,  and  give  you  the  result  at  the  close  of 
this  our  first  day  as  briefly  as  possible.  Suffice  it 
then  to  say  that  between  us  we  succeeded  in  pro- 
ducing, in  the  graphic  words  of  Donald,  "  no'  a  bad 
kettle  o'  fesh."  My  share  of  the  plunder  Mas  four 
salmon,  and  cleaner  fish  I  should  never  wish  to  see  ; 
their  weights  respectively  71b.,  91b.,  111b.,  and 
151b.  Walter  surpassed  me  in  numbers,  though 
not  Ln  weight,  killing  three  salmon  weighing 
between  8lb.  and  101b.  each,  and  three  sea-trout, 
their  weights  .'31b.,  3^1b.,  and  4^1b.,  making  about 
381b.  to  my  421b. 

On  reaching  the  ford  where  the  road  (such  as  it 
is)  crosses  the  river,  we  were  agreeably  surjirised 
to  find  a  carriage  waiting  at  the  shepherd's  shieling 
close  by  to  convey  us  home,  where  we  arrived  in 
high  good  humour  with  ourselves,  our  first  day's 
sport,  and  the  kind  attention  of  our  hospitable 
friends. 


Fishing  the  Hoklcu  Wood  Reservoir,  Haslingden, 
recently,  Mr.  J.  Haworth  lauded  a  trout  of  CJIb.  Its 
girth  was  twelve  and  three  quarter  inches,  and  length 
twenty-seven  and  a  half  inches.  It  is  computed  to  be 
the  largest  ever  takeu  in  that  locality.  The  next 
heaviest  was  one  of  4Jlb.  takeu  at  Holden  Wood. 
The  splendid  fish  was  sent  to  London  for  preservation. 
Mr.  Haworth  meant  having  it,  and  "  rigged"  himself 
up  accordingly. 
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FOEEIGN  OYSTEES  AND  THE 
ENGLISH  CLOSE  TIME. 


Exception  has  been  taken  to  the  action  of  the 
Fishmongers'  Company  in  caUing  the  attention  of 
oyster  planters,  merchants,  dealers,  fishmongers, 
and  the  public  to  the  Fisheries  (Oyster,  Crab,  and 
Lobster)  Act,  1877,  and  a  correspondent  in  the  City 
Press  of  Sept.  4  says:  "Whatever  the  possibihties 
of  the  Act  of  Parliament  may  be,  there  does  not 
exist  as  a  fact  any  exception  to  the  rule  that  all 
foreign  oysters  may  be  sold  during  the  English 
clpse  season  without  any  penalties  whatever."  The 
Fishmongers'  Company  in  their  notice  particularly 
call  attention  to  "  certain  exceptions."  If  the 
trade  are  unaware  of  the  exceptions  surely  they  can 
refer  to  the  Act  and  see  for  themselves.  The 
company,  who  are  as  anxious  to  foster  the  trade  as 
any  member  belonging  to  it,  has  other  duties  to 
perform— namely,  to  protect  the  public  against 
unwholesome  food. 

American  and  Portuguese  oysters,  which  are 
merely  relaid  to  fatten  and  make  them  fit  for 
market,  are  as  a  rule  in  condition  during  our 
English  close  time,  but  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
French  always  are.  Eeference  has  been  made  to 
the  "friendly"  action  m  1892  taken  by  the 
company  to  obtain  a  legal  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
relaid  oysters,  and  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  if 
any,  they  came  within  the  limits  of  the  Act  of  1877. 
Mr.  Justice  Hawkins,  in  delivering  judgment  in  the 
appeal  case  on  November  11,  1892,  said  :— 

"  The  question  to  my  mind  is  rather  more  one 
of  fact  than  law,  a  question  of  fact  whether 
these  oysters  are  placed  in  this  place  for  the 
purpose,  as  it  were,  of  storage,  and  if  that  were 
the  bond  fide  object  of  depositing  the  oysters 
there.    And  if  they  never  assumed  any  other 
character  than  French  oysters,  that  is,  by  being 
mixed  with  English  oysters,  never  breeding  on 
English  soil,  I  cannot  see  how  the  penalty  can 
attach  for  putting  them  in  the  creek  (Stangate 
Creek)  and  taking  them  out  again  when  they  are 
once  lawfully  m  this  country  imported  from  a 
French  fishery.     I  quite  agree  that  if  these 
oysters  had  been  brought  over  when  they  were 
very  small,  although  if  anybody  had  thought  fit 
to  buy  them  for  consumption  in  that  immature 
state  no  Act  of  Parliament  would  have  prevented 
their   so   doing   (but   no  one  would  think  of 
importing  them  for  that  purpose)— if  they  were 
imported  for  the.  mere  purpose  of  being  laid 
down  on  an  English  oyster  bed  in  order  that  they 
might  mmgle  with  English  oysters  and  grow  up 
there,  so  that  when  people  began  to  dredge  for 
them  you  could  not  tell  whether  they  were 
French   oysters   or   English   oysters,  I  mean 
naturally  born  English  subjects  (if  I  may  apply 
that  term  to  an  English  oyster),  I  should  myself 
have   come  to  the  conclusion  that  would  be 
bringing  these  French  oysters,  originally  taken 
in  France,  within  the  very  mischief  which  this 
Act  was  intended  to  provide  against.    That  is  to 
say,  they  would  be  oysters  in  an  English  fishery, 
for  which  a  close  time  ought  to  be  observed. 
But  if  the  matter  of  fact  be,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  the  appellants  are  not  stating 
that  which  is  absolutely  the  literal  truth,  that 
they  did  use  the  Creek,  and  intended  to  use  it 
only  as  a  store  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  alive 
and  in  good  condition  the  oysters  which  they 
had  a  lawful  right  to  buy  and  store  somewhere, 
if  that  be  all  I  cannot  myself  conceive  that  the 
Legislature   intended  to  make   their   acts  an 
offence,  and  the  ofi'ence  punishable  by  English 
law." 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  has  in  this  judgment  clearly 
stated  that  oysters  relaid  as  it  were  for  "  storage  " 
are  exempt  from  the  operations  of  the  Act,  but  not 
so  foreign  oysters  which  breed  in  English  waters. 

Where  would  the  Dutch  Fisheries  have  been  if 
m  early  times,  I  believe  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
they  had  not  our  oysters  to  stock  their  exhausted 
beds  and  vice  versa ;  what  wouldour  fisheries  have 
done  in  recent  years  if  we  had  not  been  able  to 
replenish  our  stock  from  French  sources. 

Without  cavilling  at  the  action  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  the  trade  should  above  all 
thmgs  endeavour  to  re-establish  public  confidence. 
Much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  oyster  fisheries, 
much  remains  still  to  be  done,  and  all  should  unite 
with  those  merchants  who  have  so  laudably  taken 
action  in  the  matter  of  contaminated  beds  to  con- 
tinue the  good  work  and  to  have  closed  other  beds 


which  are  known  to  be  affected.  They  may  go  a 
step  forward— and  a  very  important  one,  too— to 
press  upon  all  retailers  the  great  importance  of 
cleanliness  in  storing  their  oysters,  and  upon  all 
market  authorities  to  provide proper  accommoda- 
tion, so  as  to  prevent,  what  is  too  often  to  be  seen 
at  the  present  day,  particularly  in  provincial  towns, 
bags  of  oysters  lying  in  gutters  in  which  all  the 
putrid  filth  of  a  street  is  gathered. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C.  J.  Wrench  Towse. 
September  9,  1901. 


NOTES  FOE  EOAGH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "Booh  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Greville  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  159.) 

CHAPTEE  Mil.— continued. 
Pond  Fishing.— The  rod  for  pond  fishmg,  unless 
there  are  carp,  should  be  light  cane,  of  such  a 
length  as  the  angler  could  comfortably  use.  A 
float  formed  of  half  a  small  porcupine  quill,  with 
one  or  two  small  shots  not  nearer  than  tweh'e  or 
fifteen  inches  to  the  hook,  the  upper  part  of  the 
line  being  formed  of  two  horsehairs  twisted,  and 
the  lower  of  one.  In  windy  weather,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  use  a  slightly  larger  float  with  half-a- 
dozen  shots.  The  light  tackle  is  apt  to  get  blown 
about.  Eunning  tackle  may  be  used  or  not,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  angler.  ISut  unless  carp  inter- 
fere with  the  bait,  pond  roach  are  generally  to  be 
killed  with  a  tight  line.  The  ground-bait,  a  little 
chewed  bread,  or  a  few  refuse  gentles  ;  or,  if  paste 
be  used,  minute  pellets  of  the  dough  made  for  the 
hook  are  generally  sufficient,  the  precautions 
necessary  being  extreme  quiet,  and  keeping  out  of 
sight  of  the  fish.  The  depth  of  the  water  is  not  of 
the  slightest  consequence,  if  the  conditions  named 
can  be  enforced.  Should  the  locality  be  good,  and 
the  weather  favourable,  they  may  be  taken  in  any 
depth  of  water,  from  one  foot  to  twenty.  But  in 
every  water— and  this  rule  extends  not  only  to 
ponds,  but  to  rivers — there  are  always  spots  parti- 
cularly affected  by  the  fish.  These  spots  are  found 
either  by  experience,  tradition,  or  in  many  instances 
what  appears  to  be  the  unfailing  sagacity  of  some 
anglers. 

There  is  a  slight  variation  from  this  fishing  in 
the  dykes  of  the  fenny  parts  of  Cambridgeshire, 
Lincolnshire,  Norfolk,  etc.,  where  the  fish,  although 
somewhat  under  the  same  influences,  are  less  nice 
in  their  habits  and  more  free  in  their  feeding  than 
in  the  ponds  of  which  we  have  been  speaking. 
Still,  those  who  want  to  succeed  here  should  take 
the  precautions  above  recommended. 

The  baited  hook  in  ponds  should  be  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  bottom,  but  great  care  must  be 
taken  not  to  fish  over  a  weedy  bottom,  although  a 
clear  space  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  weeds 
is  the  best  locality  tliat  can  be  selected.  The  fish 
frequent  the  weeds  for  shelter,  but  generally  feed 
in  the  open,  being  mostly  bolder  in  proportion  to 
the  nearness  of  their  retreat. 

The  hook  should  be  very  small,  even  as  small  as 
Nos.  11  to  14. 

The  baits  generally  found  to  answer  best  for 
roach  in  ponds  are  paste  and  gentles,  particularly 
the  latter  in  the  winter.  The  gentles  should  be 
fine,  and  only  one  used  on  the  hook. 

Freshes. — In  navigable  rivers,  as  the  Thames, 
which  have  their  waters  impounded  to  assist  the 
navigation,  there  used  to  be  regular  days  when 
flushes  of  water  were  let  out  of  the  pounds  and 
locks  to  increase  the  depth  of  water  below  for 
heavily-laden  barges.  These  are  now  scarcely 
necessary,  as  the  barge  business  has  been  nearly 
absorbed  by  the  railways,  and  modern  locks  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  pounds.  When  these 
flushes,  or  heavy  falls  of  rain  in  the  up  country 
occur,  the  fish  lie-  in  wait  for  what  the  disturbed 
state  of  the  stream  brings  down.  Should  the 
current  be  very  rapid,  the  best  sport  will  be  found 
close  to  the  banks  and  in  quiet  eddies. 

Artificial  Fly.—"  It  was  m  October,  at  Wye, 
near  Ashford,  we  observed  on  the  shallows  below 
the  hole  where  we  were  fishing'  several  fish  rise, 
and  as  we  never  make  a  fishing  expedition  without 
our  dace  rod  and  fly-book,  we  determined  to  see 
what  the  fly  would  do.  We  knelt  down  on  the 
grass  about  ten  feet  from  the  bank,  knowing  the 
shyness  off  the  roach,  and  for  an  hour  and  a-half 
had  as  pretty  sport  as  a  reasonable  man  could  wish, 


landing  twenty-three  roach,  all,  with  the  exception 
of  one  above  the  Thames  limit  of  eight  inches. 
We  fished  with  the  Black  Gnat  as  stretcher  and 
lied  Ant  as  bob,  both  tipped  with  wash  leather,  but 
all  the  fish  were  taken  with  the  lied  Ant.  The 
time,  twelve  to  half-past  one;  wind,  south-cast; 
sky  rather  cloudy,  with  bright  sun  at  intervals. 
We  never  fished  before  for  roach  with  the  fly." 

To  this  the  editor  of  the  Field  in  a  note  says : 
"  As  a  rule,  roach  do  not  rise  well  to  the  fly,  their 
food  being  chiefly  at  the  bottom ;  but  sometimes 
they  do  take  the  fly,  and  many  are  caught  at  times, 
even  on  the  Thames,  by  the  fly-fisher  for  dace. 
Our  correspondent's  experience,  however,  curiously 
confirms  our  own,  for  the  only  time  when  we  ever 
remember  to  have  seen  the  roach  rising  greedily  at 
the  fly  was  once  when  the  surface  of  the  water 
was  thickly  beset  with  the  ant-fly,  at  Hampton, 
and  on  that  afternoon  the  roach  were  feeding 
voraciously  on  it.  Whether  they  have  any  special 
taste  for  formic  acid  or  no,  would  be  a  speculative 
inquiry  ;  but  if  so,  all  the  old  tales  told  by  former 
writers  of  the  power  of  essences  may  not  be  alto- 
gether fabulous." 

Eoach  are  taken  in  large  quantities  by  whipping 
with  the  fly  while  on  the  shallows,  to  which  they 
resort  to  scour  themselves  after  spawning.  In  this 
way,  a  writer  remarks,  "  I  have  seen  four  fish  on 
the  line  at  once,  a  fish  on  each  hook,  as  they  rise 
with  great  avidity,  but  there  is  little  play  in  them 
at  this  time,  and  they  are  drawn  to  bank  as  often 
on  their  backs  as  on  their  stomachs." 

They  should  not  be  taken  or  fished  for  at  this 
time,  as  they  afford  little  sport  and  are  quite  worth- 
less as  food.    We  merely  mention  this  to  show 
that  at  times  roach  will  take  a  fly  greedily. 
(To  he  continued.) 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  AUGUST. 


During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  117  tons 

18  cwts.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  representing 
1  ton  in  about  153  tons ;  and  2  tons  4  cwts.  at  Shad- 
well,  representing  1  ton  in  about  75  tons  The  weight 
of  fish  dehvered  during  August  at  and  near  Billin<^s- 
gate  IMarket  was  17,981  tons,  of  which  14,307  tons 
arrived  by  land  and  3,674  tons  were  delivered  by 
water;  and  at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery  was  IGG 
tons  by  land.  Among  the  fish  condemned  at  Billings- 
gate were  bream  (14  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  brill;  catfish  (10 
cwts.)  ;  coalfish  (2  tons  9  cwts  )  ;  cod  (1  ton  C  cwts.) ; 
crabs;  eels  (2  tons  2  cwts.) ;  gurnets  (1  ton  3  cwts.)  ; 
haddocks  (6  tons  1  cwt.) ;  hake  (11  cwts.) ;  herrings 
and  kippers  (6  tons  ] 4  cwts.  2  qrs.);  ling  (1  ton  1  cwt.)- 
lobsters  (19  cwts.  1  qr.) ;  mackerel ;  mullets  ;  mussels 
(5  tons  14  cwts.) ;  oysters  (1  ton  16  cwts.)  ;  perch  (14 
cwts.)  ;  periwinkles  (9  tons  15  cwts.  1  qr.)  ;  plaice 
(13  tons  15  cwts.) ;  salmon  ;  shrimps  (14  tons  8  cwts.) ; 
skate  (11  tons  9  cwts.) ;  smelts ;  soles ;  whelks  (3  tons 

19  cwts.) ;  whiting  (31  tons  16  cwts.) ;  and  witches. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C. 

Sept.  11,  1901. 
The  heat  of  last  month  was  the  cause  of  such  a 
heavy  amount  being  condemned. 


THE  SEASON'S  ROD  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  LEVEN. 


Now  that  rod  fishing  is  over  for  this  year  on  Loch 
Leven  anglers  will  be  interested  with  a  summary  of 
the  season's  sport.  The  fishing  extended  over  a  period 
of  four-and-a-half  months,  and  during  that  time  no 
fewer  than  17,917  trout  were  captured  weighing 
13,2161b.,  which  is  only  about  5000  trout  less  than 
the  previous  year,  which  was  a  record  one.  Fifty-one 
baskets  were  made  of  between  201b.  and  361b.,  the  latter 
weight  being  the  best  of  the  season  and  was  got  by  Mr. 
J.  M.  Smieton  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Smith,  Dundee,  with  fifty 
trout.  Eight  trout  were  killed  which  weighed  between 
31b.  and  3lb.  6oz.,  fish  having  been  generally  of  larger 
size  than  during  the  two  previous  years.  Forty-two 
angling  clubs  held  122  competitions,  which  were 
engaged  in  by  1519  competitors,  who  captured  5746 
trout  weighing  4056f  lb.,  or  an  average  of  21b.  lOioz. 
per  rod,  which  is  below  the  average,  and  is  the  lowest 
for  nine  years.  The  most  successful  competition  was 
held  by  the  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club  on  Aug.  1, 
when  eight  members  captured  ninety-nine  trout, 
681b.,  being  an  average  of  81b.  8oz.  per  rod,  which  is 
the  best  for  a  number  of  years.  The  greatest  number 
of  trout  captured  at  any  competition  was  got  by  the 
National  when  forty-four  competitors  captured  183. 
The  largest  number  of  fish  caught  in  one  day  during 
the  season  was  on  May  27,  when  421  were  creeled. 
The  best  prize  basket  was  got  by  Mr.  W.  Watson  while 
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fishing  at  the  Dunfermline  Club  competition,  when 
he  captured  nineteen  trout  of  171b.  8oz.  with  the  fly, 
After  the  season  closed  to  the  public  the  usual  com 
petitions  were  held  by  prize-winners  of  the  Kinross 
shire  Fishing  Club  for  the  patron's  prize,  while  the 
Loch  Leven  championship  was  fished  for  on  Sept.  -3, 
and  on  Sept.  4  the  boatmen's  competition  was  brought 
off.     Sport  was  rather  poor  at  these  competitions 
Thirty-seven  club  champions  took  part  at  the  cham 
pionship  contest,  which  was  gained  by  Mr.  W.  D 
Niven,  of  the  Edinburgh  Waverley  Club,  with  nine 
trout,  81b.  9Joz.    These  competitions  brought  up  the 
total  captures  on  the  loch  this  year  to  over  18,000. 

RoBEET  Laing. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ( 55  min.  for  Kew. 

iO  „     „  Putney.  AddJ'^         >>  Richmond. 

45   „     „  Hammersmith.  -^""^SO   „     „  Twickenham 
50   ,  - 


Barnes. 


85 


Teddington. 


Example  :— If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning. 

,       Sept.  14    2.37   

15    3.  8   


Evening. 

....  2..';3 

....  3.24 

....  3.5' 

....  4.2!) 

....  4.59 

....  5.32 

....  6.13 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 

Monday,  ,,  16    3.41 

Tuesday,  „  17    4.13 

Wednesday,  ,,  is    4.45 

Thursday,  ,,  19    5.15 

Friday,  ,,  20    5.  ,52 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Genebal  Remaeks.  —  Thames  trout 
fishing  closed  on  Tuesday  and  the  season  cannot 
be  said  to  have  been  a  good  one.  The  largest  trout 
taken  from  the  Thames  this  season  was  one  of  81b.  8oz. 
by  Mr.  T.  U.  K.  Sinibaldi,  of  the  Kingston  Piscator- 
ials,  at  Molesey  'Weir  on  Sept.  10.  In  regard  to  coarse 
fishing  the  general  experience  during  the  week  has 
been  of  poor  sport,  but  two  or  three  fish  have  been 
caught  which  are  worth  recording.  Firstly,  a  carp 
of  61b.  4oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Sinibaldi  at 
Teddington  Weir  on  IMonday,  and  shown  at  the 
K.  P.  S.  meeting  in  the  evening ;  secondly,  a  chub 
of  41b.  9oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Sheppard,  at  Thames 
Ditton ;  and  thirdly,  a  carp  of  71b.  has  been  caught 
just  below  the  Thames  Ditton  Rowing  Club  boathouse. 
The  river  is  much  too  bright  for  successful  roach  fish- 
ing, in  fact  the  water  appears  to  be  lower  and  clearer 
than  at  any  time  during  the  year.  Until  heavy  rain 
falls  there  will  only  be  poor  sport,  and  the  900 
anglers  from  the  Birmingham  district  who  sampled 
Abingdon  on  Tuesday  found  the  water  as  clear  as 
crystal.  They  had  very  little  sport,  the  first  prize  of 
£8  and  the  challenge  cup  being  won  with  seven  roach 
weighing  lib.  12oz.  The  Anchor  Fishing  Society  will 
hold  a  roach  competition  on  the  Thames  on  Sept.  15 
and  16,  and  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  s  hold  a  perch 
competition  on  the  Thames  on  Sept.  22  and  23. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  recent  rains  have  improved 

the  condition  of  the  river,  which  at  the  time  of  writing 
is  slightly  stained  the  weeds  and  floating  rubbish  is, 
however,  still  troublesome  to  the  angler.  Some  fair 
sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  past  three  weeks. 
The  following  is  among  the  best  I  know  of: — Dr. 
Taylor  has  taken  among  others  a  barbel  of  8Jlb. ;  Mr. 
F.  Arnold  has  taken  chub  up  to  31b.  5oz.  with  the 
fly;  the  latter  fish  is  being  preserved.  Chub  up  to 
31b.  4oz,  have  also  been  taken  with  the  frog.  Some 
fairly  good  bags  of  roach  of  91b.,  101b.,  and  131b.  have 
also  been  received,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  among  others, 
have  taken  roach  up  to  a  pound  from  the  bank.  Some  " 
good  perch  have  been  caught  vrtth  small  gudgeon. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Pavia  has  been  enjoying  some  good  sport 
while  fishing  with  G.  Smith  at  Shiplake,  and  Mr. 
Clegg,  fishing  with  the  "  General,"  has  taken  three 
dozen  roach.  These  fish  are  feeding  well  during  the 
evening,  and  the  gudgeon  come  freely  to  the  rake. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Hingwood). — Anglers  out  from  the  White 
Hart  Hotel  have  been  having  very  good  sport  the  last 
fortnight.  Mr.  Ware,  of  Bournemouth,  caught  521b. 
of  pike  one  day,  and  Mr.  Wal  Pink,  staying  here,  has 
had  splendid  catches  of  perch,  one  weighing  21b.  2Joz., 
and  three  others  about  21b. ;  also  good  catches  of  eels 
and  pike.  Mr.  Hulbert,  also  staying  here,  has  each  day 
had  good  catches  of  pike  and  roach. — Piscatorial. 

Bottisham  Locks  CWaterbeach). — Since  last 
report  angling  has  been  more  successful.  London 
anglers  are  still  ha-ving  good  sport  in  the  lock-keeper's 
raked  preserved  swims — roach  up  to  lb.  each.  These 
anglers  return  to  water  all  fish  under  eight  inches. 
Baskets  had  up  to  91b.  a  day.    Perch  have  been  giving 


good  sport;  many  have  been  had  ton  inches  lon_ 
The  weed-cutter  has  been  at  work  here,  and  in  a  few 
days,  with  the  quantity  of  fish  seen  now  in  this  free 
water,  good  sport  is  anticipated. — John  0.  Geokge^ 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Horning  Perry,  Norfolk).— On  the  Bure 
two  young  anglers  from  \\  roxham,  fifteen  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  landed  five  stone  of  large  bream.  Miss 
Clark  and  her  brother,  fishing  with  Mr.  C.  W.  Kemp, 
from  Norwich,  had  a  splendid  day's  sport  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  5.  After  landing  at  the  Ferry  great  interest  was 
taken  by  those  present  in  the  day's  catch,  as  there 
were  twenty  other  anglers  just  in  that  had  not  landed 
a  single  bream.  Most  of  the  fish  scaled  from  21b.  to 
2Jlb.  each.  Quite  two  stone  of  smaller  fish  were 
landed  but  returned,  only  the  larger  fish  being  retained. 
The  fish  were  all  caught  on  the  ledger  tackle,  this 
being  the  young  lady's  first  time  using  this  kind  of 
tackle  and  her  brother's  second  time.  Quite  a  gale 
was  blowing  all  day  from  the  east.  Mr.  Crowe,  land- 
lord of  the  Ferry,  weighed  the  fish,  with  the  result 
above  stated. — C.  W.  Kejip,  Professional  Fisherman, 
44,  Ber-street,  Norwich. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  net  fishing 
for  salmon  has  now  concluded.  In  the  lower  tidal 
waters  good  catches  have  been  secured,  but  higher  up 
the  return  has  been  below  the  average.  Prices  have, 
however,  been  high.  Rod  and  line  fishermen  will  not 
have  their  turn.  Fish  are  numerous  in  the  non-tidal 
portion  of  the  stream,  and  fishermen  on  the  moorland 
tributaries  should  do  well.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Buckfast- 
leigh,  on  Saturday,  September  7,  landed  a  fine 
salmon  —  one  of  the  few  secured  by  rod  fisher- 
men this  season,  although  he  has  been  lucky  on 
several  previous  occasions.  On  Friday  night  (Sept. 
6)  Mr.  H.  Full  landed  a  fine  trout,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  a  peal,  and  Mr.  E. 
Ackrell  captured  a  peal  and  three  trout.  Peal  were  on 
the  run  on  Monday,  but  are  shy  and  few  are  being 
taken.  Mr.  Horswell,  of  Stretchford,  had  a  nice  brace 
on  Monday.  Trout  are  taking  more  freely  than  for 
some  time  past,  and  decent  takes  have  been  made 
after  dusk. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  Devonshire 
rivers  continue  to  run  low,  and  have  not  been  moved 
by  the  rain.  Takes  have  been  small.  Fishing  on  the 
Carey  some  days  since,  a  rod  got  ten  and  sixteeen 
trout — a  very  fair  basket  considering  sport  of  late. 
Little  has  been  done  in  the  Tamar  during  the  past 
week.  In  the  upper  Dart  small  catches  have  been 
made  by  visitors. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  has  been  much 
better  this  week  owing  to  the  considerable  amount  of 
rain  that  has  fallen.  The  small  light  Coachman  has 
proved  the  most  killing  fly  again.— D.  &  W.  H. 
FosTEB,  Ashbourne. 

Bsk  CWhitby).  —  The  outlook  on  these  waters 
continues  the  reverse  of  brilliant,  the  prolonged  absence 
of  a  good  spate  being  responsible  for  the  unremunera- 
tive  sport  which  has  been  experienced  by  anglers 
generally  during  the  past  few  weeks.  The  only  catch 
to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing  is  that  of  Mr.  J.  Culross, 
who  secured  a  salmon  scaling  6flb.  Sea  angling  is 
now  at  its  best,  and  very  large  numbers  of  enthusiasts 
are  i  securing  large  numbers  of  mixed  fish  which, 
though  somewhat  small,  yet  afford  capital  sport. 
Whiting,  haddock,  conger,  etc.,  are  fairly  plentiful  off 
the  rocks. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Bxeter). — The  river  is  still  very 
low,  and  weeds  are  still  in  evidence,  so  that  prospects 
are  not  encouraging  until  a  flood  improves  matters. 
Trout  fishing  is  now  closing,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  fair  sport  at  the  earlier  part  of  the  season,  it  has 
been  one  of  the  worst  of  records  ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
coarse  anglers  will  have  a  better  experience.  In  the 
canal  some  roach  and  several  good  catches  of  perch  have 
been  made,  one  take  of  thirty  including  several  over 
^Ib.  each,  and  bait  running  short  gave  many  perch  a 
further  lease  of  life.  Red  worms  and  gentles  are 
proved  successful  lures  during  the  past  week,  and  now 
the  weeds  are  giving  out  no  doubt  the  carp  and  tench 
fishing  vrill  be  better.  I  had  eight  perch  in  the  Exe  on 
Tuesday  (Sept.  10),  two  best  IJlb.  and  IJlb.  respectively. 
At  St.  David's  Mr.  Collins  has  taken  some  more  pike, 
the  largest  71b.,  and  there  are  several  yet  that  the 
oach  anglers  will  be  glad  to  see  removed  from  this 
neighbourhood.  Prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
not  very  hopeful. — Red  Palsiee. 

Fen  District  (Sonth  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Of  late  there  have  been  some  good  reports  of  angling 
on  the  Welland ;  the  upper  ■  waters  towards  the 
Northamptonshire  border  have  been  affected  by  the 
ravages  of  otters.  Towards  Lincolnshire  and  on  the 
lengths  towards  Deeping  there  has  been  capital  sport 
among  roach  and  dace,  and  captures  have  also  been 
noted  among  pike.  Unfortunately,,  the  drains 
in  the  district  about  Wisbech,  Tydd,  etc.,  are 
suffering  from  want  of  water  and  roach  fishing 
though  fairly  good  is  not  what  it  would  be  if  there 
were  more  rains.  Roach  fishing  is  also  stated  to  be 
good  on  the  middle  lengths  and  towards  the  outfall  of 
the  Forty-foot.  Many  anglers  are  now  in  the  habit  of 
finishing  up  with  a  bit  of  trolling,  but  the  pike  cap- 
tured are  small. — Limpet. 


Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Fishing  on  the 
Idle  is  not  very  prosperous.  Anglers  say  it  is  too  fine 
and  wants  rain  badly.  There  were  not  many  seeking 
sport  this  week-end,  for  many  visitors  were  reserving 
themselves  for  the  counter  attractions  at  Doncastcr. 
Doncaster  is  always  a  great  holiday  in  the  north. 
Local  fishcrmon  talk  of  fair  sport  on  the  canal, 
particularly  on  the  lengths  below  lietford  and  about 
Clayworth.  Above  Retford  and  Shireoaks  they  are 
having  some  fairly  good  sport,  and  the  chief  disadvan- 
tage is  duck  weed  which  appears  thifi  year  to  be 
plentiful.  J  hear  of  some  fairly  good  sport  from  a 
reservoir  towards  Newark.  Trouting  season  is  begin- 
ning to  close  in  this  district.— L. 

Ivel  (ShefFord).— Since  the  water  has  been  pre- 
served here  the  fishing  is  much  ijcttcr.  Some  fine 
roach  and  bream  have  been  taken,  and  since  the  recent 
lains  pike  are  biting  freely.— E.  S.,  King's  Arms, 
Sheilord.  .        B  . 

Lark  and  Little  Oiise.  The  few  hours"  north- 
east wind  we  had  on  several  days  last  week  knocked 
the  roach  and  dace  in  the  shallow  waters  completely 
olT  the  feed,  and  it  was  only  in  the  deep  pools  and 
sheltered  corners  that  a  nibble  could  be  got  at  all. 
I'lenty  of  fish  going  up  and  down  the  stream  in 
shoals,  but  not  taking  the  least  notice  of  baits  of  any 
kind.  Now  the  wind  has  gone  down  and  a  nice 
shower  or  two  of  rain  has  come,  we  may  expect  to 
have  a  little  better  sport  amongst  the  grand  old 
roach. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  river  is  fresher  in  consequence  of  rain, 
but  when  I  saw  the  upper  reaches  on  Wednesday  they 
were  gin  clear.  The  weeds  are  now  very  trouble- 
some on  the  surface  as  well  as  at  the  bottom.  Early 
and  late  are  best  times  for  fishing,  especially  the  latter 
for  roach,  of  which  some  nice  samples  have  been  se- 
cured, although  sport  has  been  quiet  generally  speaking. 
In  an  hour's  fishing  at  Ware  Mr.  Bradshaw  has  taken 
101b.  of  roach  since  I  last  wrote,  and  some  nice  roach 
have  been  caught  at  Hertford,  Angel  Road,  Ponders 
End,  etc.  Several  pound  roach  have  been  caught  at 
Angel  Road,  and  a  fine  barbel  of  61b.  has  been 
captured  at  Ponders  End.  Perch  up  to  lib.  Hoz. 
have  been  landed  in  the  Hertford  district.  The  Beane 
has  been  yielding  nice  dace  both  to  fly  and  bottom 
bait.  The  best  fish,  one  of  15oz.,  has  fallen  to  the  rod 
of  Mv.  Emil  Steinhart.  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  has  also 
scored  among  large  dace. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  'Waters). — The  bream  are  still  on  the 
feed  in  these  waters ;  the  best  bags  were  S-ilb.,  201b., 
and  two  of  141b.  each.  The  roach  have  now  com- 
menced to  feed  well,  several  good  bags  having  been 
caught  during  the  past  week. — P.  W.  G. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
remain  low  and  clear  and  there  is  little  alteration  in 
the  state  of  the  water  since  last  week.  The'weather 
has  been  fine  with  occasional  showers  of  rain,  but 
not  enough  to  move  the  water  ;  the  cold  nights  have 
been  good  for  grayling,  and  after  a  shower  the  fish 
have  been  rising  at  the  fly  better.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  and  sport  has  been  fairly  good, 
some  grayling  scaling  fib.  weight  being  landed.  The 
flies  used  have  been  :  Hare's  Ear,  Silver  Blue,  Green 
Insect,  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  and  September  and 
August  Duns.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  quiet.  The 
Pinsleyis  low  and  clear,  and  little  fishing  done  in  it. — 

G  WYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Eingslaud). — 

Rivers  are  extremely  low  and  clear,  j'et  when  weather 
has  been  at  all  favourable  fair  sport  has  been  had,  the 
grayling  rising  pretty  freely,  and  the  larger  fish  begin- 
ning to  show  up.  Best  flies  :  Mid  Blue,  Whirling, 
Blue  Gnat,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insects  (both  plain  and  with  orange  tag),  August  Dun, 
and  Brown  Spinner.  With  favourable  weather  sport 
may  be  anticipated  the  coming  week.  A  few  inches 
more  water  would  be  acceptable.  Bottom  and  mid- 
water  fishing  has  not  been  very  remunerative,  fly  being 
by  far  the  best  lure. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Feter borough). — Angling  operations  just 
in  our  immediate  district  have  been  very  quiet  during 
the  past  week,  although  circumstances  have  been 
fairly  favourable.  In  the  Thrapston  district  there  has 
been  considerable  activity,  and  some  good  catches  have 
been  made,  several  gentlemen  having  caught  more 
than  one  and  a  half  stone.  Mr.  A.  E.  Knight  landed 
a  splendid  chub,  weighing  close  on  31b.  Mr.  Bargh, 
senr.,  succeeded  in  landing  a  good  bag  of  roach,  nearly 
all  his  fish  weighing  more  than  ^Ib. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  season  on 
those  parts  of  the  Otter  preserved  by  Mr.  Rolle  and 
Mr.  Coleridge  closed  on  August  31.  Upon  the  whole 
it  must  be  regarded  as  a  fairlj'  good  season.  Fly 
fishing  may  be  continued  on  certain  portions  of  the 
river  up  to  Oct.  1,  and  sport  is  often  not  bad  during 
the  latter  days  of  September.  There  are  some  peal  in 
the  public  water  here,  but  the  masses  of  weed,  as  well 
as  the  falling  leaves,  greatly  hinder  fishing.  Best 
times  are  forenoon  or  from  G  p.m.  to  7.30  p.m.  — 
Heeon. 

Oulton  Broad  (Lowestoft). — Now  that  the  sum- 
mer yachting  and  boating  season  is  drawing  to  a  close 
fishing  on  the  Broad  and  the  connecting  river  W aveney 
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will  greatly  improve.  Quite  an  unusual  capture  occurred 
this  week  when  a  gentleman,  fishing  the  Broad  at  a 
spot  not  a  hundred  yards  from  the  Commodore  Hotel, 
landed  two  magnificent  tench,  the  smallest  fish  being 
41b.  and  the  other  the  very  exceptional  weight  of  5ilb. 
There  must  be  a  shoal  of  tench  about  that  spot,  and 
this  warm  weather,  fishing  early  in  the  morning  and 
in  the  evening,  should  accoimt  for  more  of  these  grand 
specimens. — H.  S. 

Owse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Heavy  thunderstorms 
prevalent  all  through  the  district  to-day,  and  the  wind 
has  gone  out  of  the  east  round  to  south-west,  which 
should  greatly  improve  matters  piscatorial.  Fishing 
on  Saturday  last  with  my  friend  Mr.  Finding,  of 
London,  for  roach,  I  managed  to  capture  a  bream 
scaling  31b.  12oz.  on  fine  drawn  gut  and  a  [No.  11 
crystal  hook,  with  a  fine  tight  line.  I  am  pleased  to 
state  that  the  barbel  placed  in  this  river  six  years  ago 
are  at  last  showing  signs  of  vigorous  life.  Several 
have  been  angled  during  the  past  fifteen  days  or  so 
and  generously  returned  to  the  river.  In  this  the 
angler  has  shown  the  true  sense  of  sport,  and  it  is 
such  actions  as  these  that  will  give  the  river  the  name 
it  has  almost  always  borne  for  good  specimen  fish 
Edward  Collinson. 

  (Holywell  Perry). — By  Telegraph. — Eiver 

in  splendid  condition  ;  roach  feeding  freely  ;  weeds 
disappearing  fast. — Scard. 

Severn,  Vsrrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  {Llanymy- 
nech).— The  weather  still  continues  very  favourable 
for  angling,  being  quite  as  warm,  or  rather  warmer, 
than  is  generally  the  ease  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
occasional  showers  tend  to  freshen  up  the  rivers,  all 
of  which  are  now  in  good  condition.  The  trout  fishing 
season,  which  is  fast  drawing  towards  its  close,  has  not 
been  at  all  satisfactory,  especially  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy,  and  very  few  really  good  fish  have  been 
taken  from  either  of  these  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood 
coarse  fish  of  all  kinds  continue  very  plentiful, 
and  with  these  there  is  plenty  of  sport  and  good 
baskets  of  pike,  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace 
are  often  taken  by  persevering  anglers.  Gray- 
ling are  also  plentiful  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  lower  parts 
of  the  Tanat,  and  are  rapidly  improving  in  condition 
Some  nice  trout  are  still  taken  in  the  Tanat  and  Cain, 
but  in  the  last-named  river  they  do  not  run  to  a  large 
size. — Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bures,  SuflFolk).— There  is  nothing  doing 
on  the  river  in  this  district,  the  water  being  very 
clear,  and  for  the  most  part  covered  with  floating 
weed,  making  angling  very  difficult.  A  few  roach 
have  been  taken,  but  bream  seems  completely  off 
feed.  Nothing  much  will  be  done  until  we  get 
push  of  water.— W.  T.  Bainbhidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain 
so  much  wanted,  holds  aloof.  A  few  small  showers 
have  fallen,  but  a  good  downpour  is  wanted  to  be  of 
service.  Angling  in  the  Ouse  at  Lewes  has  improved 
With  tides  propitious.  A  few  good  fish  have  been 
taken  at  Lewes,  and  at  Hamsey  Mr.  Maynard,  of 
Brighton,  secured  roach  up  to  lib.  12oz.,  bream 
weighing  31b  5oz.,  and  carp  of  41b.  Mr.  Harry  Need, 
ofiiLoch's  Horse,  South  Africa,  fishing  in  Piltdown 
Pond,  between  U  ckfield  and  Pletching,  captured  a  pike 
of  over  4ft.  in  length,  with  a  live  tench  as  bait.  The 
fish  was  in  poor  condition,  and  weighed  only  ISJlb. 
A  few  good  bream  have  been  taken  at  Chichester 
Canal,  the  heaviest  notified  being  21b.  13oz.  A  brace  of 
tench  21b.  and  21b.  4oz.  were  taken  near  Donnington 
a  pike  of  4ilb.,  and  plenty  of  small  fry  from  all  parts 
of  the  water. — George  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  still  running  low 
and  clear  and  not  in  the  best  of  condition  for  fishing. 
In  some  parts  the  weeds  are  very  thick  and  a  nuisance 
to  anglers,  and  a  good  flush  of  water  would  clear  the 
rivers  and  sport  would  be  greatly  improved.  The 
weather  has  been  favourable  for  angling,  with  cold 
nights  and  occasionally  a  shower  of  rain  which  has 
brought  grayling  more  on  the  move  and  they  have 
been  rising  better  and  some  fair  sport  had  with  them. 
Trout  fishing  is  almost  at  a  standstill  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  river.  Very  few  fish  are  moving  and 
you  scarcely  hear  of  a  fish  being  landed  with  the 
fly.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  fairly  successful 
with  worm,  and  nice-sized  dace,  roach,  chub,  and  eels 
have  been  landed.  Since  last  week  there  have  been  a 
good  few  anglers  out,  who  have  used  Red  Tag,  Willow, 
Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  September  and  August  Duns,  and 
some  very  fair-sized  fish  have  been  landed.  The  larger 
grayling  are  now  beginning  to  move,  and  with  a  little 
more  water  in  the  river  and  some  frosty  nights  sport 
would  revive  in  a  very  short  time.  On  Saturday 
(Sept.  7)  three  brace  of  nice  grayling  were  landed  with 
the  Silver  Blue,  Green  Insect,  and  Red  Tag.  Sport  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  (Sept.  9  and  10)  good.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  and 
want  rain  badly. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  is 

still  running  clear  and  very  low,  but  it  is  in  fair  order 
for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with 
cold  nights  and  rain  occasionally,  which  has  refreshed 
the  water  but  little,  but  has  brought  the  fish  on  the 
feed.    Angling  has  not  been  brisk,  but  there  have  been 


several  rods  out  this  week,  and  have  used  Hare's  Ear, 
Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Tag,  and  Silver 
^Twisted  Blue  with  fair  success,  and  nice-sized  grayling 
'have  been  landed.  Trout-fishing  has  been  very  slow,  the 
fish  scarcely  rising  at  the  fly,  and  little  will  be  done 
with  them  again  this  season.  With  rain  and  more 
water  in  the  river  grayling  fishing  will  be  good. 
Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— Sport  is  still  good 
here,  and  some  capital  takes  have  been  made.  On 
Monday  Mr.  Harris,  of  Millfield,  Peterborough,  landed 
a  splendid  specimen  roach,  weighing  31b.  loz.  ;  it  was 
17f  inches  long,  and  3^  inches  across  the  back.  He 
intends  having  it  set  up.  Mr.  Vendon  caught  111b.  of 
roach  ;  Mr.  Bozden,  four  pike  and  a  perch,  21b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  Charity,  two  pike,  12Jlb.  ;  and  Mr.  Brettle,  a  31b. 
chub  and  a  good  basket  of  roach. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Iiincolnshire).— 
Sport  on  the  drains  about  Boston  is  reported  as 
fairly  good,  except  on  the  Kelsey  part  of  the 
Hob  Hole  drain.  That  salt  water  is  in  this  drain 
is  shovra  by  the  fact  that  a  large  jelly-fish  was 
observed  near  the  wall  which  divides  the  Kelsey 
and  Sibsey  drains.  Creed  wheat,  bread  paste, 
and  potatoes  have  all  been  instrumental  in  luring 
fish.  Baskets  have  run  from  121b.  to  201b  per 
day.  Some  good  tench  have  been  landed  from 
the  Mount  Pleasant  drain  right  up  to  Bunker's  Hill. 
Many  of  the  best  tench  have  reached  from  2^1b.  to 
3Jlb.  each,  whilst  roach  in  many  instances  have  been 
over  lib.  Bream  fishing  about  the  Grand  Sluice  is 
falling  off,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to  turn  their 
attention  to  pike  and  roach.  The  best  bream  fishing 
is  now  about  Ash  Holt.  The  swims  at  Dogdyke  have 
afforded  good  baskets  of  roach,  and  good  sport  is 
recorded  from  Langrick  Ferry.  There  has  been  a 
decided  improvement  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney, 
pike,  tench,  bream,  and  roach  all  coining  to  hand. 
— Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
still  continue  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  a  few  nice  creels 
have  been  secured.  The  Wye  is  not  yielding  such  good 
sport  as  the  Derwent,  several  members  of  the  Darley 
Dale  Club's  water  having  obtained  baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  four  brace.  Mr.  Cooper  on  two  occasions, 
fishing  the  Matlock  and  Croniford  Angling  Associa- 
tion's water,  succeeded  in  landing  six  brace  of  trout 
and  grayling,  all  taken  with  his  little  Grey  Fly.  Mr.  J. 
Henstock,  on  Tuesday  night,  one  and  a  half  brace. 
Grayling  are  rising  much  better  every  day,  and  as  the 
trout  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close  it  is  advisable 
to  make  the  best  use  of  the  time  that  remains.  The 
prospect  is  very  good  as  we  are  having  a  few  showers 
of  rain.  Useful  flies :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun, 
Red  Ant,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Throstle  Wing,  Claret 
Bumble,  and  Black  Gnat. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
The  Yore  keeps  very  low,  but  I  find  the  grayling  rise 
fairly  well  if  fine  gut  or  hair  casts  are  used.    The  best 
flies  have  been  the  Red  Tag,  Dark  Needle  Brown, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple.    Mr.  J.  Blades 
continues  to  have  sport  with  trout  and  grayling  in  the 
Hawes  Association  waters  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Durham, 
staying  at  the  Cover  Bridge  Hotel,  has  been  making 
dishes  of  half-a-dozen  or  more  each  afternoon.  At 
Boroughbridge,  in  some  instances,  anglers  have  had 
good  sport  amongst  perch,  roach,  dace,  pike,  etc. — 
the  latter  fish  are  beginning  to  move  more  freely, 
but  those  caught  up  till    now    have  run  small. 
The  perch  have  given  good  sport  to  anglers  hailing 
from  Leeds,  Harrogate,   etc.,   J.   Pickersgill,  jun., 
being    very    successful.      The    Upper    Swale  and 
the  streams  in  the  Northallerton  and  Bedale  districts 
have    been    running    exceedingly    low,  while  the 
waters  have  been  as  clear  as  gin,  consequently  anglers 
have  had  rather  a  sorry  time  of  it  recently.    A  few 
small  grayling  have  been  taken  with  the  fly  on  the 
Swale,  but  bottom  fishers  have  come  off  badly,  a  few 
gudgeon  representing,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  a 
day's  kill.    In  the  Wiske,  however,  some  splendid 
sport  amongst  the  pike  has  been  obtained.  That 
veteran  angler,  Mr.  W.  R.  Smithson,  fishing  with  live 
bait,  one  afternoon  caught  seven,  from  3^1b.  up  to  5£lb. 
Prom  one  hole  he  succeeded  in  clearing  out  three  pike, 
with  live  gudgeon.    Next  day  he  angled  over  the  same 
stretch  of  water  and  this  time  his  pannier  contained 
six  very  fine  pike.     The  Wharfe  is  low  and  very 
bright,  consequently  few  fly  fishermen  turn  out  at 
present.    At  Appletreewick  a  few  grayling  have  been 
caught  with  Spanish  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Cinnamon,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.    At  Ilkley  very  few  few  rods  have 
been  out,  the  few  fish  caught   being  taken  with 
the  worm  or  natural  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel 
flight.    Below  Poole  a  few  pike  and  eels  have  been 
caught.     In    the  districts    of    Wetherby,  Newton 
Kyme,  and  Tadcaster  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  out,  and  several  decent  baskets  of  dace,  roach, 
and  barbel  are  reported,  the  most  successful  rodsters 
being  Messrs.  Grimshaw,  Stead,  Hincholiffe,  Hickman, 
Rippin,  Ogglesby.     At  Ulleskelf  about  one  hundred 
rods  have  been  out  during  the  week  ;  the  roach  and 
dace  have  been  feeding  well.     The   Robin  Hood 
Angling  Club,  Leeds,  had  an  off  match  ;  twenty-eight 
members  fished,  the  first  prize  being  carried  off  by  Mr. 


Gunnee ;  second,  Mr.  Calvert ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Dobson 
Sport  has  not  been  at  its  best  either  in  the  Dorvvoiit  or 
Ouse,  although  both  rivers  have  been  well  patronised 
by  anglers  from  York,  Leeds,  etc.  Several  angling 
competitions  have  been  held,  the  most  important 
being  "The  Grand  Theatre  Angling  Club"  (Leeds). 
Twenty-nine  members  fished.  The  first  prize  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Skinner,  second  Mr.  Tomalson,  thiid  Mr 
Kirbison.  Sport  in  the  vicinity  of  Acaster, 
Malbis,  Naburn,  and  Copmanthorpe  has  not  been 
at  all  good  this  year.  There  is  very  little  to 
record  from  this  quarter,  the  takes  being  very  small. 
On  Saturday  about  one  hundred  members  and  friends 
of  the  Burley  Angling  Club,  Leeds,  visited  West 
Cottingwith.  Sport  was  very  fair.  The  special  prize 
for  the  heaviest  was  won  liy  Mr.  G.  B.  Barrett.  First 
prize  for  the  heaviest  basket  by  Mr.  W.  Cook  41b 
4Joz.  ;  .second,  Mr.  R.  Pontefract,  31b.  14oz.  ;  third" 
Mr.  H.  Taylor,  31b.  lOoz. ;  fourth,  Mr.  H.  Lister, 
31b.  2oz.  Several  of  the  York  clubs  have  had 
competitions  at  Elvington,  Wheldrake,  etc.,  but  with 
only  moderate  sport.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealg-ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  U.B  )• 

—On  Sept.  2  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  on  Loch  Urisill' 
had  twenty-eight  trout,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Campbell,  on  same 
loch  thirty-six  trout,  ll|lb.  ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Cama,  two  dozen  trout,  91b.  ;  and  Rev  Mr 
Bonar,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  eighteen  trout,  filb.  On 
Sept.  3,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Loch  Urigill,  had 
fifty  trout,  17m. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Anderson,  on 
Loch  Veyatie,  three  dozen  trout,  lljlb. ;  Rev.  Mr. 
Bonar,  on  Loch  Cama,  two  dozen  trout,  81b  Ori 
Sept.  4,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Anderson,  on  Loch 
Ungill,  12,}lb.,  trout;  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillam  on 
same  loch,  sixty-eight  trout,  121b.;  Messrs.  Durrand 
and  Eve,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-five  trout,  llilb  • 
and  Messrs.  Bonar  and  Campbell,  on  Loch  Veyatie' 
thirty  trout,  9Jlb.— B.  ^ 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardg-ay,  N.B.).— Although 
angling  conditions  have  not  been  favourable, 
the  following  fish  have  been  got  on  Invercharron 
water  by  Mr.  Littlejohn's  guests:— On  Aug.  20,  Mr. 
Brown,  London,  one  salmon,  13Ib. ;  and  on  Aug  29 
two,  71b.  and  81b.  ;  on  Sept.  2,  Miss  Bruce,  London! 
landed  a  Gib.  grilse.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— There  is  scarcely  anv- 
thmg  to  report  from  this  district.  We  have  been 
visited  with  some  heavy  thunder-showers  of  late,  but 
the  ram  has  added  little  to  the  rise  in  the  water,  which 
meantime  is  somewhat  discoloured  and  not  in  con- 
dition for  rod  fishing.  There  is  a  good  appearance  of 
fish,  and  a  few  have  fallen  to  the  rod  since  the  close 
of  the  net  fishing.  A  grilse  of  9ilb.  was  killed  by  Mr. 
T.  O.  Cleaning  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  river 
Angling,  however,  will  continue  in  abeyance  until  a 
heavy  spate  occurs.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the  lessees 
of  the  sea  fishings  at  Auchmedden,  Aberdour,  were 
fined  for  contravening  the  weekly  close  time  by  failing 
to  remove  the  leaders  of  two  bag-nets  from  the  sea  on 
July  13. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).  —  Mr.  For- 
shaw,  of  Preston,  out  from  Luib  Hotel  on  Monday 
(Sept.  9),  had  a  grilse  of  4pb.— Donald  McNaughton. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.).— Con- 
sidering the  adverse  nature  of  the  weather  sport 
continued  fairly  good  during  the  past  week.  Heaviest 
sea-trout  caught  ranged  from  2^1b.  to  31b.— B. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers).— Pisning  Loch  Mhor  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Sept,  2,  Mr.  Harold  Thomas,  S'heffield, 
killed  seven  trout,  3^1b.  On  Sept.  3,  Mr.  W.  Pile, 
Sutton,  had  eight  trout,  .3Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Thomas! 
thirteen  trout,  5Jlb.  On  Sept.  4,  Mrs.  Thomas  killed 
eleven  trout,  41b.  ;  Mr.  Pile,  twenty-two  trout,  121b, ; 
and  Mr.  Thomas,  fishing  Loch  Brau,  ten  trout,  41b! 
On  Sept.  5,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Mrs.  Thomas  had 
eleven  trout,  41b.  ;  Messrs.  Kirk  and  Tearmouth 
Falkirk,  six  trout,  31b.  ;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  fishing 
Loch  Brau,  six  trout,  2Jlb.  On  Sept.  C,  fishing  Loch 
Mhor,  Messrs.  Kirk  and  Tearmouth  killed  twelve 
trout,  6Ib.  ;  Mr,  Thomas,  eight  trout,  51b. ;  and  Mr. 
Pile,  eleven  trout,  Gib.  On  Sept.  7,  fishing  Ijoch  Ness, 
Mr.  McFarlane  had  three  trout,  21b.  ;  on  Loch  Mhor, 
Mr.  Pile  had  five  trout,  21b,  ;  Mr.  Thomas,  three 
trout,  IJlb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Kirk  and  Tearmouth,  on 
Loch  Brau,  six  trout,  31b.— S.  Tilston. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  Dee  rose  several 
inches  on  Friday  (Sept.  G),  and  fish  were  moved 
slightly,  but  not  sufficiently  to  yield  any  great  sport. 
With  moderate  rains,  however,  the  river  would  soon 
fill,  and  the  fish,  which  are  known  to  be  in  the  offing 
m  numbers,  would  then  get  up.  Her  Royal  Highness 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  getting  fair  sport  on  the  deeper 
pools  of  the  Mar  Lodge  water,  and  an  occasional  fish 
is  being  grassed  at  Ballater  and  Banchory  by  anglers 
caring  to  try.  On  the  Don  nothing  is  doing, 
although  fish  are  being  seen  on  the  Grandholm 
and  further  up.  On  the  Ythan  (tidal)  most 
magnificent  sport  is  being  obtained  just  now.  The 
following  authenticated  report  may  be  relied  on  :  Mr. 
John  Byres  Leake,  of  London,  had  the  following 
baskets:   lOJlb.,  IGilb,,  ig^lb,,  IGJlb,,  151b,  14J11) 


/ 


September  14,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


CONTENTS. 

^ — -^M  rights  reserved  in  a/rticles  published  in 
this  paper. 

The  late  Mr.  E.  A.  Clowes    171 

The  Tweed  "'  171 

Beyond  the  Rosses    172 

Some  Notes  on  Grove  Ferry,  etc.   I73 

Sport  in  the  North   I73 

The  Trout  Fishing  Season  of  1901,  and  Prospects 

for  Sport  with  Grayling  in  Yorkshire    174 

A  Gude  Kettle  o'  Fesh    I75 

Foreign  Oysters  and  the  English  Close  Time    ...  17G 

Notes  for  Roach  Anglers   17G 

The  Season's  Rod  Fishing  on  Loch  Leven   176 

Piscatorial  Society    183 

Highbury  Angling  Society    184 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society   184 

Gresham  Angling  Society    184 

Anglers'  Association   I84 


1211b.,  241b.,  9Jlb.,  81b.,  15^1b.,  211b.,  401b.,  251b  and 
121b  of  finnocli  and  sea-trout  during  the  past  three 
weeks.  His  best  basket  of  401b.  held  98  fish  while  his 
151b.  basket  held  14  fish.  His  heaviest  fish  was  Iflb 
111  thirty-seven  days  his  total  was  3881b.  for  908  fish" 
He  had  eight  baskets  weighing  between  121b  and 
U,m. ;  got  most  of  the  fish  to  the  fly  and  fished  mostly 
from  the  bank.  This  is  the  record  for  these  parts  this 
Reason.  _  On  the  Ugie  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  are 
m  the  river  in  thousands,  but  the  water  is  too  low  for 
anything  but  mght  angling,  and  good  sport  is  beinc^ 
\    got  at  sundown  and  after  to  very  small  gnat  flies.— 

Overscaig-  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-  N  B )  — 

Since  the  beginning  of  September  the  sport  has  been  as 
lollows     On  2nd,  Colonel  Sandford,  Clifton,  on  Hill 
Loch,  forty-two  trout,  121b. ;  on  3rd,  on  same  loch, 
.    ten  trout,  41b. ;  on  4th,  on  Top  Shin,  nine  trout  41b 
,    and  on  5th  four  trout,  'd^lb.    On  7th,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Anderson,  Glasgow,  on  Mid  Shin,  five  trout,  2ilb  and 
a  fcrox  of  81b.    Colonel  Sandford,  on  Loch  Griam 
hooked  a  large  salmon  which  broke  away  after  playing 
It  for  three  hours.    On  9th,  Colonel  Sandford,  on 
Lower  Fiag,  eight  trout,  51b.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson 
on  Upper  Fiag,  sixteen  trout,  71b.—- B. 

South  of  Scotland.— More  rain  fell  over  this  part 
of  the  country  on  Sept.  8,  and  the  rivers  were  up  a 
foot  and  a  half  higher  on  the  9th,  though  they  were 
not  discoloured.  The  whole  of  the  waters  were  in  fit 
order  for  salmon  entering  from  the  Solway,  but  as  the 
nets  did  not  close  their  season  in  the  Firth  until 
midnight  of  the  same  day  very  few  fish  escaped.  On 
Tuesday  morning,  however,  a  few  fish  were  showing  in 

all.  1 1  ''^°'''f '  that  time 

fallen  into  nearly  their  normal  level.  Anglers  are 
confimng  their  attention  to  the  herling,  which  are  still 
running,  and  giving  moderate  sport,  though  they  have 

For  fly  ^^^-i^g  daytS 

fnH  t^i'?^  ^^i^^^lled  the  Quill 

and  Woodcock,  the  Corncrake  and  Black,  and  the 
Dark  Iron  Dun.    For  night  the  Brown  Turkey  with 

theXst  lpff>,°'''°^'  ^'^'^  been  about 

f?«tSf  Jii  1^  corncrake  wmg,  dressed  as  large  as  the 
feather  will  allow,  and  lemon  seals'  fur,  has  been  taking 
well  occasionally.  Should  the  waters  fine  down  night 
fishmg  should  be  fair,  but  the  herling  do  not  seem  to 
take  when  it  gets  quite  dark  at  night.  A  number 
of  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  between  the  hours  of 
seven  and  eight  o'clock  at  night.  So  far  as 
can  be  judged  the  back  end°  salmon  fishing 
foi  the  rods  IS  the  most  promising  for  some 
years.  A  run  of  fish  early  on  in  September  generaUy 
mdicates  a  sign  -for  the  end  of  the  month,  and  of 
■  course  October  is  still  better.  The  lessees  of  the  nets 
cannot  complain  this  year  of  poor  fishings,  and  many 

balai/«  f^  fr^^^^t  have  a'respectabll 

balance  to  the  good  after  squaring  accounts.  The 

di  WnT      ^  the  rods  on  the 

different  rivers  embraced  in  this  notice.  The  Annan 
-This  river  was  low  last  week  end,  and  sport  with  the 
flj  was  only  of  a  moderate  character.  On  Sept.  5  Mr 
McGiveriu  postmaster,  took  three  or  four  herling  above 

l^elfnT  T'}  fly'  "'^^  °°  Friday  night 

Mr^  W^T^  sea-trout  and  three  herling. 

Seam-'  M.°  W° w*°t.  f  T  .^^^^^^^g  ''^  Violet  bank 
V,^- •  ^"gh*  h^'i  oil  Thursday  evening 
(Sept.  5  m  the  Howes  Pool,  and  five  on  Frida? 
evening  (Sept.  G)  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.  Mr  J  C 
Thexton  had  several  fair  baskets  in  Northfield  Water' 
Dean  Farish  had  three  herling  with  night  fly,  and  a 
brace  at  another  outing.  The  Rev.  J.°C.  Hicks,  of 
London,  killed  three  fine  herling  on  Tuesday  after 
noon  (Sept.  10)  with  Quill  and  Lifht  Woodcock.  Mr 

fsent'^loTT.!,^  t-^"^*  Tuesday 

(Sept  10)  with  a  Devon  minnow,  and  a  brace  of 
herling.    Mr.  Millar,  of  Glasgow,  caught  five  herling 

week  ind'h^  b<^'^*•         ^""^  °^  ^^-^^  <i-3- 
week-end  he  had  similar  sport  with  fly  and  the  clear- 


water  worm.    Not  much  is  being  done  in  the  higher 
waters,  though  a  few  rods  have  had  catches  of  herling 
and  odd  sea-trout.     Several  autumn  salmon  were 
showing  on  the  tidal  waters  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
(Sept.  9  and  10),  and  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
salmon  fishing  are  very  promising  this  autumn.  Thk 
NiTH.— This  river  has  been  disturbed  with  rain,  and 
angling  has  not  been  so  good.    In  some  of  the  private 
reaches  small  baskets  of  herling  have  been  caught 
besides  odd  sea-trout.    In  the  mid-Nithsdale  reaches 
moderate  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  evenings 
with  fly  below  Thornhill.    The  higher  reaches  near 
Sanquhar  have  only  given  moderate  sport  of  late 
Several  Dumfries  rods  have  been  out  on  the  CTuden 
and  Cairn  rivers,  and  fair  catches  were  made  last  week- 
end.   The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs.— It  is  not 
so  generally  known  that  some  of  the  Galloway  lochs 
hold  big  pike.    Fishing  in  Carlingwark  Loch  of  Castle 
Douglas  the  other  day,  Mr.  John  McAlister,  a  local 
angler,  killed  a  fine  pike,  which  turned  the  scales  at 
271b.    This  is  the  largest  pike  ever  killed  in  this  loch 
Several  smaller  ones  have  recently  been  taken.  Fair 
trout  fishing  has  been  had  on  some  of  the  other  lochs 
of  Galloway  among  yellow  trout  with  the  fly.  Salmon 
are  showing  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  in 
the  Deuoh  there  is  a  nice  show  of  back  end  fish.  The 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  is  in  better  trim  this  week  and  the 
Urr  had  a  rise  of  water  on  Monday.  Aybshibe  Rivebs 
AND  Lochs.— Sport  is  showing  improvement  on  the 
lochs  of  this  district.    On  Loch  Doon  the  other  day  a 
visitor  had  fair  sport  when  out  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel 
boat.    Loch  Finlas,  near  Dalmellington,  is  said  to  be 
fishing  better  of  late.     On  the  rivers  not  much  is 
doing  this  week,  but  there  is  a  promise  of  better 
baskets  shortly  as  the  waters  are  in  fair  order.  On 
the  Solway  Derwent  there  is  a  capital  show  of  sea- 
trout,  and  some  splendid  ones  have  fallen  to  the  rods 
m  the  Broughton  and  Cockermouth  waters.  Autumn 
salmon  are  also  running,  and  severel  have  been  caught 
by  local  rods.    There  are  many  complaints  of  illegal 
netting  in  the  Derwent,  and  very  few  poachers  seem  to 
be  caught  by  the  bailiffs.— Heathebbell. 

Tay  (Perth).— There  has  been  practically  no  sport 
on  the  river  Tay  during  the  past  week.  There  was  a 
good  deal  of  ram  in  the  Tay  district  on  Sept.  8,  and 
on  Monday  the  river  came  out  about  three  feet  but  fell 
back  about  two  feet  on  Tuesday,  and  is  now  again  down 
to  about  summer  level.  Anglers  were  hopeful  for  sport, 
but  the  flood  was  too  small  to  bring  up  the  fish  which 
are  in  the  estuary.  What  is  wanted  is  a  really  good 
six  feet  spate  to  run  for  a  couple  of  days,  and 
until  we  get  this  sport  will  be  very  indifferent. 
Very  few  of  the  beats  have  been  fished  during  the 
week.  Earl  Cairns  arrived  at  Summershill,  Stanley 
on  Monday  last  for  the  autumn  fishing.  Fishing  on 
Upper  Cargill  beat  on  Sept.  4,  Mr.  C.  Birkius,  of 
Nottingham,  landed  one  grilse  of  51b.  Mr.  M.  T 
Martin  and  Miss  Maxwell,  fishing  on  Upper  Stanley 
on  Sept.  6,  had  each  one  grilse  of  3^1b.  and  5*lb. 
respectively  ;  and,  fishing  on  Upper  Battleby  on  Sept. 
10,  Mr.  Barclay  landed  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.— A.  A. 

Ythan.— Mr.  Byres  Leake  had  some  very  good  sport 
on  the  Ythan  while  staying  at  the  Udny  Arms,  New- 
burgh.  He  fished  thirty-seven  days  and  caught  nine 
hundred  and  eight  sea-trout  weighing  8881b.,  or  an 
average  of  nearly  twenty-five  a  day.  Mr.  Byres  Leake's 
best  days  were  :— Ninety-eight  fish,  401b. ;  sixty-eight 
261b.  ;  seventy-two,  241b.  ;  thirty-six,  211b. ;  fourteen, 
151b.  ;  having  also  eight  bags  between  121b.  and  16^1b. 
The  fish  were  taken  on  the  fly,  sand-eel,  and  minnow. 
Now  the  nets  are  taken  off  it  is  expected  that  larger 
fish  will  be  caught.  During  August  the  wild  duck 
shooting  was  very  good. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 


Bann  (Kilrea).— This  river  has  been  in  good  order 
for  the  post,  but  there  was  little  done,  as  few  anglers 
were  out  on  any  of  the  reaches.  There  are  many  fish 
resting  in  the  pools  below  the  shallows  at  Kilrea 
waiting  for  a  flood  to  take  them  over  the  weir  into  the 
Portglenone  section.  On  the  Caronroe  reach  Mr. 
W.  H.  Wilson  took  two  grilse,  71b.  each  ;  and  Major 
Moore  one  grilse,  Gib.  Brown  trout  have  been  taking 
freely  since  the  late  floods.  Tom  Graham  took 
eighteen  on  Sept.  G,  scaling  201b,,  three  largest,  lOilb. 
There  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for  the  coming  week 
■Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— Since  last  notes  there  was 
an  improvement  on  trouting  on  the  Woodburn  Dams, 
which  of  the  various  dams  are  the  most  patronised 
by  city  anglers.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  James 
Murray  killed  half  a  dozen  fish,  from  ^b.  to  fib.,  with 
Red  Woodburn  flies,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  had  ten  nice 
fish.  On  Saturday  Jlr.  Tom  Wilson  (hon.  sec 
Ulster  Anglers'  Association)  had  a  good  basket 
and  Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor,  amongst  other  fish,  killed 
a  specimen  of  BJlb.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of 
the  Clady,  Crumlin,  Glenavy,  and  other  local  streams 
nothing  was  done  on  them  this  week.  The  weather 
at  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  looks  like  a  change  to 
rain,  which  would  be  highly  beneficial. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.  —  The  Blackwater  and 
Ballinderry   have  got   well  cleared  of  flax  water. 


fhough  liable  yet  to  further  pollution  from  the 
armers'  dams.— J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— Sport  was 
not  HO  good  on  the  Erne  during  the  pait  week  as  it 
was  the  previous  week,  in  consequence  of  the  water 
having  again  fallen  considerably.  Still,  some  good 
fish  were  landed  Mr  C.  Spoakman  took  one  salmon  of 
231b.,  on  Sept  4,  and  one  of  IGlb.,  on  the  5th  ;  Doctor 
Godwin  took  two  salmon  of  IGlb.  and  81b.,  on  the  9th  • 
Mr  O.  Spoakman  took  two  salmon  of  171b.  and  121b  ' 
on  the  Cth  ;  Mr.  J.  NichoUs  took  one  salmon  of  81b" 
on  the  lOth,  and  Doctor  Godwin,  one  of  171b  •  Mr  c' 
Speakman  took  three  of  H^lb.,  181b.  and  ]2Alb.,'on 
the  7th.  The  river  at  time  of  writing  is  again  in  good 
fishing  ply.— M.  Rocan  and  Sqns.  ^  ^ 

Kerry  Rivers.- Sport  is  now  much  better  on  all 
the  Kerry  rivers  at  salmon,  but  is  still  below  the 
standard. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.— Weather  now  favourable  and  fair  sport 
has  been  had  at  salmon,  while  brown  trout  have 
generally  afforded  good  sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  — 
Sport  IS  now  showing  much  improvement  at  sea-trout 
Ihe  weather  is  favourable  and  water  in  good  order.— 

Lough  Melvin.— Trouting  was  good  during  the 
past  week,  and  Doctor  Whiteford  and  Mr.  Patterson 
took  a  number  of  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  and 
brown  trout,  many  of  the  gillaroo  trout  weighing  lib 
IJlb.,  and  21b.  All  the  anglers  out  trouting  on  the 
lake  during  the  past  week  generally  had  fair  sport 
Mr.  1 .  Conolly  took  a  fine  trout  {Salino  frrox)  of  SJIb  ' 
trolling  on  the  7th  inst.  At  time  of  wi-iting  sport 
amongst  the  trout  continues  good  on  the  lake,  as  good 
fishing  weather  prevails.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim).— Last  week  the  Maine  was 
stinking  with  flax  water,  but  this  week  its  condition  is 
improved.  Mr.  Taylor  had  several  trout  on  the 
minnow.  Some  salmon  have  got  up  as  far  as  Slatt 
Bridge.— J.  A.  B. 

niourne  (MTewtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone)  —  4fter 
two  months'  dullness  angling  is  improving  steadily  on 
the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries.  Towards  close  of  last 
week  Mr.  Dobson  killed  four  salmon,  Mr.  Edgewood 
?,"??,',  .^'^^  ^ajor  Lawrence  one.  On  Tuesday,  Captain 
Williams  killed  a  clean  run  salmon.— J.  A.  B. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).  —  Sea- trout 
fashing  IS  excellent  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses.  Amongst 
the  anglers  out  were  General  Warren,  C.B.,  General 
Herriott,  Major  Hemming,  Captain  Campbell  Mr 
M'Donald,  Mr.  Porde,  Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr.  Patterson' 
Mr.  Phelps,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Turville,  Mr.  Paine' 
and  Mr.  Cooper.  Mr.  Paloy  killed  three  salmon  on 
Lough  Anure  last  week.  The  lakes  are  in  the  best 
order,  and  well  stocked  with  white  trout.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Not- 
withstanding that  for  four  consecutive  days  and  nights 
a  severe  rainstorm  has  been  raging  over  the  Shannon 
and  Lough  Derg,  the  water  is  still  too  low  for  salmon 
and  grilse  fishing,  except  for  my  reach  above  the  bridge 
which  is  perfect.  The  trout  fishing  alone  is  worth 
coming  all  the  way  from  England  for.  Splendid 
baskets  made  thereon  during  the  week.  Roach  and 
ruddi  fishing  has  opened  this  week.  Pike  fishing  bound 
to  be  good  from  this  forward.  Snipe  and  duck  shooting 
on  river,  lake,  and  marsh. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- Sport 
is  now  much  better  at  sea,  and  brown  trout  on  all  the 
above  waters,  and  prospects  good. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— A  number  of  boat  anglers  were  off  on 
Sept.  10  about  a  mile  from  the  shore  at  the  Kemptown 
end;  calm  sea,  wind  S.W.  On  Sept.  11,  wind  in  the 
west,  fairly  calm  sea,  and  a  goodly  number  of  boats  off 

over  the  Black  Rock,  Hospital,  and  other  grounds,  H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).  —  Pollack,  gurnard^ 
whiting,  etc.,  are  giving  good  sport  on  favourable  days.' 
Mackerel  are  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrsmane  (co.  Kerry);— Good  sport  has  been  had 
at  pollack  and  gurnard,  but  all  other  fish  usually  "ot 
here  have  given  little  or  no  sport. — T.  J.  D.  ° 

Deal. — Good  sport  has  been  obtained  lately.  Satur- 
day, Sept.  7.— Wind  south  first  part  of  day,  backing 
round  to  east :  later  on  fine,  and  water  smooth.    Mr.  P. 
G.  Austin,  fishing  off  Kingsdown  about  one  hour,  landed 
with  one  score  pout;  Messrs.  Deuchene,  Williams,  and 
friend  two  score  and  five  whiting  and  codling,  etc. ; 
Mr.  Newnham  twelve  pout  and  whiting,  one  conger  of 
3^1b.,  one  lobster  21b.  ;  hooked  another  fine  conger  and 
about  gaffing  it  when  it  broke  away  the  snood.  From 
Chapstick  on  Monday  several  boats  went  down  into 
the  bay  where  good  sport  was  obtained.   I  understand 
one  boat  landed  with  twenty-four  and  a  half  score 
whiting,  while  several  others  had  fair  sport ;  Mr. 
Ball  and    Mr.   Combs    about    4ilb.    whiting  and 
flat-fish ;  Mr.  Deuchene  hooked  a'  large  fish  which 
broke  away.    Tuesday,  fair  sport  all  round.  Wed- 
nesday, wind  N.N.W.  light ;  fine  sport  and  several 
gentlemen  had  good  bags.  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Cornford 
six  score  whiting  and  three  score  flat-fish  ;  bait  princi- 
pally lug  worm;  whitebait  difficult  to  obtain,  yet 
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with  moderate  weather  I  anticipate  sport  will  keep 
good. — Edward  Hanuer  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Napier 
Hotel. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Local  fishing  has  materially 
improved  during  the  past  week,  boat  catches  varying 
between  five  score  and  24^  score,  the  latter  probably  a 
record  for  three  rods  and  lines.  Mr.  J.  Handley  made 
a  good  bag  on  the  pier  on  Saturday  last,  and  Master 
Harding  took  fourteen  fish  scaling  just  over  ten 
pounds.  Later  in  the  day  Mr.  Burgess  did  the  "  hat 
trick,"  landing  three  codlings  at  once — probably  a 
record.  Mr.  Waddell  and  Mr.  Handley  were  among 
the  codlings  and  dabs  early  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
some  dozen  other  anglers  did  fairly  well  throughout 
the  day,  though  niimjiers  rather  than  size  had  to  be 
reckoned  with.  Mr.  R.  Richardson  took  ten  nice 
codlings  and  dabs  early  on  Monday,  and  Messrs. 
Marriott,  Bowles,  Titmus,  Reim,  and  Scott  all  did 
fairly  well,  and  Mr.  C.  Brown  took  four  pollack 
scaling  5^1b.  The  best  catch  of  Messrs.  Clarke, 
Linfoot,  and  Holland  on  this  day  amounted  to  105 
fish,  chiefly  small  whiting.  Tuesday's  pier  catch  was 
the  best  of  the  present  season,  Tilr.  Richardson  and 
Mr.  King  taking  eighteen  codling  before  breakfast, 
and  Mr.  Williams  taking  a  mixed  catch  comprising 
codlings,  poutings,  dabs,  plaice,  and  a  silver  eel. 
With  a  north-west  wind  on  Wednesday  sport  fell 
somewhat  short,  but  several  individual  catches  of  over 
a  dozen  codlings  were  made,  and  some  half-score  of 
dabs  were  included  in  the  day's  catch. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  weather  has  been  im- 
settled  during  the  past  week,  but  on  Saturday  last 
(Sept.  7)  we  had  a  nice  catch  of  fifteen  pollack,  nine 
bream,  etc. — H.  S.  Harland. 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  has  considerably  improved 
this  week ;  all  the  boats  have  had  good  takings  of 
dabs,  codling,  and  whiting,  with  here  and  there  a 
large  plaice.  From  the  piers  and  INLarina  pouting, 
codlings,  dabs  and  small  whiting  have  also  been  taken, 
and  from  the. harbour  eels  up  to  '21b.  The  inner 
basin  is  full  of  grey  mullet,  but  they  refuse  to  be 
tempted  by  any  of  the  various  lures  put  before  them, 
the  reason  being,  I  think,  that  the  water  is  never  run  out 
sufficiently  in  the  summer  months. — Geky  Mullett. 

Plsrmouth. — Rod  fishermen  have  been  doing  well 
this  last  week  from  all  the  piers.  Pollack,  mullet, 
and  bass  have  been  the  fish  principall}-  taken,  some  of 
the  last  very  large.  These  are  also  being  caught  at 
the  Rame  Head  still-fishing  from  the  rocks  with  a 
cod  and  single  gut  casting  line.  They  are  also  showing 
up  at  Penlee  Point,  which  is  easier  to  get  at  than  the 
Rame  Head.  A  gentleman  recently  caught  nine, 
averaging  Gib.  or  81b.  each,  with  our  black  india- 
rubber  sand-eel.  I  have  just  received  some  good  news 
from  Mr.  Harry  Chubb,  who  is  staying  at  MuUion, 
where  he  is  on  a  visit  from  London.  He  says:  "1  have 
this  afternoon  killed  seventy-eight  fish  off  this  cove, 
the  largest  being  an  unusually  game  fish  of  lO^lb.  The 
baits  were  your  red  indiarubber  sand-eel,  without 
spinners  at  the  head,  and  a  single  white  fly  bent  on  a 
trace  as  a  dropper.  A  double  event  fish  on  worm  and 
fly  took  place  eight  times.  The  fisherman  in  charge 
of  the  boat  was  Mr.  Munday,  well  known  here  as  the 
coxswain  of  the  MuUion  Lifeboat."  The  edible  fish  for 
this  month  include  sole,  flounder,  plaice,  marysole, 
halibut,  turbot,  brill,  conger,  eel,  trout,  launce, 
pollack,  coalfish,  lythe,  hake,  whiting,  chad,  and 
bream  in  general,  wrasses  in  general,  bass,  surmullet, 
mullet,  atherine,  scad,  dory,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard, 
sharp-nosed  ray,  skate,  homelyn  ray,  sprat,  herring, 
pilchard,  twaite,  shad,  and  anchovy. — Wm.  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Scarboroug'h. — INIackerel  have  temporarily  left  the 
bay,  owing  to  rough  weather,  but  at  time  of  writing 
(Sept.  10)  good  sport  is  being  had  with  silver  whiting 
(one  catch,  ten  score),  and  pier  anglers  are  taking 
plenty  of  dabs,  etc. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Water  in  good 
order.  Salmon  and  trout-fishing  excellent.  Four 
good  salmon  taken  here  last  week,  also  some  good 
trout.    Sept.  9,  prosxsects  good. — H. 

"Valentia. — Sea  anglers  have  had  good  sport  at 
pollack  on  several  days,  and  Ijottom  fishers  fair  or 
average  sport  at  various  kinds  of  fish. — T.  J.  D. 

■Walmer. — Sport  in  this  neighbourhood  has  very 
greatly  improved  during  the  past  week.  Codling  are 
plentiful,  and  of  good  size,  and  many  good  bags  have 
been  landed.  One  gentleman,  fishing  in  the  bay, 
landed  twenty-one  before  breakfast  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  10,  and  several  others  had  sport  almost  as  good. 
Prospects  for  the  week-end,  both  for  weather  and 
fishing,  are  most  favourable,  and  good  sport  may  be 
anticipated.  Later. — Water  clear  ;  mild,  inclined  to 
rain.  Miss  J.  Cowlan  and  ]\Iessrs.  Luker  and  Cherry, 
on  Sept.  11,  caught,  off  Walmer,  fifty-three  pouting, 
two  conger-eels,  two  large  plaice,  one  codling,  21b. 
Visitors  now  go  out  with  mackerel  boats  and  find 
great  excitement.  —  Edward  Burke,  Lord  Nelson 
Hotel,  Walmer. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  bad  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  i'etter-lane,  Jjoudon. 


Jingling  'fixtures, 

September  15. 

Allason  United:  Cup  competition. 
Bermondsey  Brothers ;  Prize  outing. 
Blenheim  :  Match  at  Harefield. 
Camden  :  Outing  to  Teddington. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 
Clapton  Park  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 
Harlesden  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Islington  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Bures. 
Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Park  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Stratford  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Waggoners  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
Warwick  :  Outing  to  Cheshunt. 
Wenlock  :  Match  at  Betchworth. 
September  16. 

»  Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
September  17. 

Camden :  Visit. 
September  18. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Bures. 


Sept.  22.—' 


22.- 
22.- 
22.- 
22.- 
22.- 
22!- 
22.- 
22.- 
22,- 
24!- 
20.- 
2G.- 
26.- 

28.  - 

29.  - 

29.- 
29.- 

29.  - 

30.  - 


-Clissold  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
-Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 
-Golden  Barbel :  'Outing  to  Ashurst. 
-Jolly  Anglers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
-Junior  Piscatorial :  Match  at  Tilehurst. 
-Stockwcll :  INIatch  at  Paddock  Wood. 
-Sundial :  Outing. 

-United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ashurst. 
-Walthamstow  Bros.  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Benefit  concert. 
-Acton  :  Competition  at  Goring. 
-Jolly  Anglers  (Cambridge)  :  Match  at  Ely. 
-Oglander  :  Punt  Competition  and  Visit, 
-Gresham  :  Dinner  at  Chesham. 
-Anglers'  Association  :  Trustees'  Cup  Com- 
petition. 
-Alma  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 
-Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 
-West  Ham  Brothers  ;  Match. 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers. — A.B.S.  concert. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association.  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  (Sept.  IG)  at  8  p.m. 
prompt.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  delegates  will  attend 
even  in  stronger  force  than  usual,  as  their  sanction 
for  payment  of  rents  of  waters  and  bailiffs'  salaries 
due  Sept.  29  will  have  to  be  obtained.  On  Monday 
(Sept.  9)  the  association  were  for  the  first  time 
approached  by  Mr.  Cecil  A.  Lumley,  the  solicitor  who 
has  taken  up  the  matter  of  Thames  Angling  Rights.  He 
and  other  gentlemen  interested  have  been  invited  to 
attend  and  address  the  meeting  and  enlighten  the 
delegates  as  to  how  matters  stand  at  present  and  to 
endeavour  to  gain  the  support  of  members  of  the 
various  societies  enrolled  with  us,  so  that  the  great 
legal  questii)n  rc  angling  rights  now  pending  may 
be  fought  out  in  the  anglers'  interest  in  an  efficient 
manner  by  eminent  counsel.  I  hope  all  societies 
will  continue  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  free  com- 
petition for  Trustees'  cup  and  other  prizes  is  to  be 
held  at  King's  Langley  on  Sept.  29,  and  that  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  promises  of  additional  prizes,  a 
list  of  which  will  lie  published  at  a  later  date.  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  amounts  of  accounts  due  for 
privilege  tickets. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — On  Sept.  9  we  had  some  very  nice 
shows  of  fish :  Mr.  Begnall,  141b.  of  roach  (largest, 
lib.  9oz.)  ;  G.  Tipper,  jack,  111b. ;  A.  Rowe,  dace,  31b. 
lloz. ;  and  several  other  members  with  nice  baskets. 
There  are  still  two  prizes  to  fish  for  at  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead.— C.  M,  Stedman. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
—Mr.  R.  Harris  on  Sept.  8  had  81b.  of  bream  ;  E.  B. 
Head  one  chub  31b.  7^oz.,  one  dace  G|oz.,  on  7th  ;  Ben 
Abrahams  seven  .roach.  Our  second  contest  for  the 
above  society's  silver  cup  takes  place  on  Sept.  15  in 
A.  A.  waters  at  Running  Pond,  Uxbridge.  Prom 
Denham  Look  Bridge  to  the  Point  Meadow  side,  usual 
conditions,  first  peg  x,o  be  put  in  thirty  yards  from 
bridge.  We  chose  our  six  representatives  to  serve  the 
above  for  the  A.  A.  challenge  trophy.  Make  a  note  of 
29th  at  King's  Langley.  Trustees  of  A.  A.  silver  cup 
and  any  other  prizes  to  be  fished  off  at  this  place,  A.  A. 
waters. — Ben  Abrahams. 

NoRRis  Competition. — The  sum  of  £14  8s.  .3^d.  has 
been  paid  over  to  toe  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Norris, 
free  of  all  expenses  and  deductions.  The  widow  wishes 


to  express  her  most  heartfelt  gratitude  to  all  who 
were  instrumental  in  procuring  such  a  handsome 
donation. — Ben  Ahrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Wednesday,  Sept.  18  will  be 
general  meeting  night.  Several  members  weighed  in 
on  Sept.  8.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
October  13,  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock ;  tow- 
path  only. — (t.  Haynes. 

Battkrska  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W,— On  Sept.  8  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in  bream  : — Messrs.  A.  Pemberton,  311b. 
10-ioz.  ;  C.  Ireland,  211b.  GJoz.  ;  J.  W.  Hall,  121b.  lloz. 
(two  specimen  bream,  31b.  12^oz.  each) ;  W.  Taplin 
also  weighed  in.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Sept.  24  for  tho  election  of  officers,  and  to  hear  the 
balance  sheet  read. — A.  Di'Ijonoe. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.B. — Mr.  J.  Wigley  weighed 
in  a  nice  show  of  bream  on  Sept.  1,  among  them  two 
fish  weighing  61b.  S^jider  weighed  in  roach,  51b.,  and 
Mr.  Poeook  weighed  bream  and  dace.  We  fish  our 
September  series  of  prizes  on  Sept.  15.  Members  to 
be  allowed  to  fish  anywhere  in  the  Thames  and  back- 
waters ;  optional  to  leave  London  Saturday  night,  but 
not  to  start  fishing  till  after  12  o'clock. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — We  had  a  good 
show  of  fish  on-  Sept  8.    Mr.  Martin,  bream  ;  and  Mr. 

A.  Woodhead,  bream. — A.  W.  W. 

Blackfeiars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.^ — On  Sept.  8  our  members  journeyed 
to  Woking  to  compete  for  September  prize  list,  but 
owing  to  the  river  being  so  low  very  poor  sport  was 
had,  only  two  members  taking  enough  fish  to  take  a 
prize.  Mr.  R.  Sharpies  was  first  and  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house  second.  There  are  three  prizes  to  fish  for  on 
Sept.  15  by  members  who  went  out  on  Sept.  8. 
Twenty-one  sat  down  to  a  capital  dinner  provided  by 
Host  Rose,  of  the  White  Horse,  Woking  village.  Mr. 
J.  Smith  had  a  grand  take  of  roach,  fishing  other  | 
waters  ;  also  Mr.  Fish. — J.  Wiieelhouse. 

Camden  Angling   Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — On  Sept.  8,  Mr.  Cook  showed 
roach  and  dace,   101b.   l|oz. ;    A.    Taylor,  roach, 
71b.  12Joz.  ;  S.  Dykes,  bream,  41b.  lOoz.  ;  Reynolds 
and  A.  0.  Hoodless  some  good  dace.    Our  visit  on  the  , 
Clerkenwell  list  will  take  place  on  Sept.  17,  not  on  J 
Sept.  16,  as  announced.    Please  note  change  of  date.  " 
We  fish  for  five  prizes  on  Sept.  15,  boundary  from 
Petersham  Meadows  to  Teddington  Lock.  Towpath 
only  ;  usual  conditions. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— On  Sept. 
8,  Messrs.  J.  White,  H.  Runnegar,  and  J.  Salmon 
weighed  in.  Our  sixth  day's  outing  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  15  at  Windsor  (towpath  only),  for  ten  prizes. 
All  members  to  start  by  signal.  Train  from  Clapham 
Junction,  8.27;  return  from  Windsor,  7.45.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

CoLLiNGWooD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  Sept.  6,  Mr.  W. 
Gooding,  jack  and  bream.  On  Sept.  8  Mr.  H.  Warr, 
barbel  and  bream  ;  Mr.  F.  Beames,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  E.  Elsey,  dace  ;  Mr.  A.  Elsey,  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Jarrett, 
perch. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  next  outing  will 
take  place  at  Yalding  on  Oct.  C  for  prizes  (first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth)  and  10s.  for  largest  roach,  given  by 
Mr.  S.  Roberts,  and  7s.  Gd.,  second  largest  roach,  given 
by  F.  Ross  and  A.  Allen.  Will  members  please  attend 
on  Wednesday,  Sept.  18,  the  eighteenth  quarterly 
night  for  special  meeting.  Mr.  A.  CoUinson  was 
elected  a  working  member. — J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Sept.  8  a  good  many 
of  the  members  competed  at  Stratford  in  the  Wey  in 
the  Club  Union  Competition.  Mr.  A.  E.  Lloyd,  senior, 
succeeded  in  obtaining  first  honours,  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Lloyd,  junior,  third  honours.  Messrs.  A.  Wild,  R. 
Panam,  and  T.  Swain  weighed  in  some  nice  roach 
and  perch,  one  of  the  roach  scaling  lib.  5^oz. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  17 
— important. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Only  a  few  members  have  had  sport  during 
the  last  month,  the  principal  takes  being  by  Mr. 
Barlow,  who  weighed  in  two  nice  lots  of  perch, 
weighing  from  lib.  to  2^1b.,  also  two  trout  of  21b.  and 
41b.,  besides  several  lots  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  G. 
Langton  has  had  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  and  Messrs.  Becket, 
Dyer,  and  C.  Langton  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  Elder, 
Martin,  Dyer,  G.  Langton,  Becket,  J.  Staddon, 
T.  Collier,  S.  Casey,  F.  Risley,  and  J.  Jull  between 
them  caught  upwards  of  twenty  dozen  flounders  at 
Leigh  on  Sept.  9. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  this  week  : — Mr. 
H.  Creeke,  bream,  and  Mr.  W.  Oliver  a  nice  show  of 
roach.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  more  of  our  members 
at  the  weekly  meetings,  particularly  next  Tuesday, 
when  we  have  some  important  business  to  discuss. — 

B.  Sargent. 
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Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Sept.  1  :  Messrs.  I'hilpott,  Tilaybury, 
Huggett,  Hunt,  and  Tliompson,  the  latter  having 
161b.  of  good  roach.  Members  please  note  that 
Sept.  2G  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  the  books  must 
be  cleared. — F.  A.  G. 

Gkbat  Noethbbn  Bkothbbs  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pontonville,  N. — 
Since  last  report  we  have  had  some  very  fair  shows  of 
fish  contributed  by  the  following  members  :  J.  Chappin, 
who  has  had  two  good  shows  of  fish,  141b.  'Joz.  and 
15Ib.  2oz.,  including  roach  lib.  6Joz.  and  lib.  9^oz., 
and  several  others  over  111),  each ;  one  tench  21b. 
1^-oii.,  and  an  eel  31b.  lioz. ;  C.  Kandall,  a  good  show 
from  Pulborough,  211b."loz.,andJ.  Watling  121b.  12oz. 
from  the  same  place.  J.  Hewitt  some  good  bream, 
including  fish  of  the  following  weight : — 31b.  loz.,31b. 
6oz.,  and  31b.  9oz.  Other  good  shows  by  Messrs. 
C.  Watling,  C.  Larges,  J.  Worth,  J.  A.  Fitch,  J.  Grist, 
S.  Warren,  J.  Broolis,  Collier,  and  Arkill.  At  our  last 
meeting  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  give  our  utmost 
support  to  Andrews,  the  Thames  fisherman,  in  his 
forthcoming  trial.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Hablesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — We  fish  a  match  at  Windsor  for 
four  prizes  between  Boveney  Lock  and  Surly  Hall 
on  the  15th  inst.  Up  to  the  present  there  has  not 
been  many  fish  weighed  in  for  the  roach  competition, 
which  started  on  Sept.  8.  Mr.  R.  W.  Woolston 
weighed  in  roach,  largest  fish  lib.  2oz. — E.  T.  C. 

HoxTON  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Sept.  8  we  had  to  record  a 
blank.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  10)  a  new  working  member 
was  nominated,  and  application  received  from  two 
others.  Next  Tuesday  (Sept.  17)  there  will  be  an 
important  item  to  discuss,  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  a 
pleasure  for  those  present  last  Tuesday  (Sept.  10)  to 
have  their  company,  if  only  between  10  o'clock  and 
10.30,  so  please  try  and  attend. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ilfoed  and  Disteict  Piscatoexal  Society,  Ked 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford. — At  our  last  meeting  seven  new 
members  were  elected,  including  one  vice-president, 
our  present  host  and  landlord  of  headquarters.  It 
was  resolved  to  send  a  written  testimonial  of  gratitude 
to  our  retiring  host,  Mr.  H.  R.  Hayne,  for  the  kind 
support  he  has  given  the  society,  and  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  has  catered  for  us.  Our  next  outing  to 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
Oct.  2.  A  number  of  our  members  have  weighed  in 
since  last  report,  but  takes  have  been  small. — P.  C. 
Welling. 

Islington  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  Sept.  8  ;  Mr.  Granfield,  221b.  loz.,  roach,  dace, 
perch,  chub,  and  trout ;  Mr.  Reeve,  IGlb.,  roach,  dace, 
and  chub;  Mr.  Croker,  Gib.  Joz.,  roach;  Mr.  Brook- 
man,  bream  and  roach ;  INIr.  Burwash,  carp  and 
gudgon.  In  the  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  15,  8 
o'clock  train  from  Liverpool  Street  statioii  or  8.10 
from  Hackney  Downs. — J.  H.  Heebbet. 

IzAAE  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
We  compote  for  three  special  prizes  at  Bures  on 
Sept.  15  ;  also  for  three  "specials"  on  Sept.  18,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
water  (private  waters  bar-ed).  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters 
weighed  in  roach  on  Sept.  8,  and  Messrs.  H.  Butt,  W. 
Mecham,  and  G.  Nunn  also  had  roach  on  Sept.  11. — 
H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglbes'  Angling  Society,  'the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End. — Two  members  saved  us  from 
a  blank — namely,  Mr.  W.  Hunt,  three  bream,  nine 
perch  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Hyatt,  three  roach.  Our  match  on 
Sept.  1  was  almost  a  blank,  only  one  prize  being  taken 
with  one  roach,  J.  Jones.  The  water  was  very  bright 
and  weedy,  and  here  and  there  the  swims  were  pegged 
out  at  long  intervals.  Lapsed  prizes  to  be  fished  for 
on  Sept.  22  between  Pike  and  Ancho';  and  Pickett's 
Lock.  Members  please  note  opening  night,  Sept.  16, 
7.30  p.m.— H.  G.  Hyatt. 

Jolly  Anglbes'  Society,  Cambridge. — The  members 
of  the  above  club  fished  their  second  pegged-down 
match  at  Thetford  Ferry  last  week,  when  some 
ninety  anglers  competed  for  prizes.  The  weather 
was  not  at  all  favourable  for  sport.  The  first  prize 
fell  to  the  small  weight  of  lib.  12oz.,  and  so  on  down 
to  the  last  three  which  took  prizes,  the  weights  being 
only  Goz.  each.  Only  one  special  fish  was  weighed  in 
—a  perch,  12oz.  The  next  match  will  be  held  at  Ely, 
Sep.  26. — John  O.  Geoegb. 

Junioe  Piscatoeial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — We  have  a  competition  on 
Sept.  22  at  Tilehucst.  During  the  week  Messrs.  S. 
Bellchambers  weighed  in  bream  and  roach  ;  T.  W. 
Yates,  bream  and  roach ;  J.  Hawkins,  bream  ;  and  P. 
Sturgess,  roach.  Mr.  E.  T.  Cooper  has  been  elected  a 
working  member. — W.  Febeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Sept.  8  the 
following  had  fish:— Messrs.  Evens,  Hudson,  Cook, 
Clark,  Cardwell,  White,  Thompson,  Gilbert,  and 
Bowdrey,  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Sept.  15 
fish  at  Bourne  End  for  seven  prizes,  all  to  start 


by  the  8.40  from  I'addington  and  return  by  the  8.40 
at  night.  The  Andrews  case  was  discussed  and  will 
be  supported  by  every  member  of  this  club. — W. 
Watmng. 

Nobth-Eabt  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Sept.  8  our 
members  were  not  successful  in  landing  a  show  of  fish, 
Mr.  Mills  beinc;  the  member  to  save  us  from  a  blank, 
with  rudd.  On  Sept.  15,  our  peg-down  match  takes 
place  at  Harlow.  All  members  taking  part  in  tlic 
same  must  bo  at  their  peg  by  twelve  o'clock,  or  their 
pegs  will  1)0  drawn  from  the  match. — G.  Taylob. 

Oeiginal  Alexandba  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Sept.  8  the  following  weighed  in  : — Messrs.  T.  Sowor- 
butts,  roach  and  tench,  151b.  6oz. ;  A.  Birch,  roach, 
dace,  and  perch,  Gib.  ;  W.  Stunt,  jack,  41b.  lOoz. ; 
J.  Nagle,  roach,  31b.  ;  F.  Stitchbury,  roach,  lib.  2oz. ; 
S.  Orrow,  roach,  9Joz.  The  first  batch  of  special 
prizes  have  all  been  won.  An  outing  has  been  pro- 
posed for  Sept.  22  final  arrangements  next  week. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Clark  has  been  elected  an  honorary  member. 
Mr.  W.  Dennis  is  now  putting  up  a  carp,  71b.,  from 
Romford,  Essex.  C.  Friedlander  had  Sflb.  roach. — 
George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — The  scales  had  a  rest  on  Sept.  8. 
On  Sept.  10,  Mr.  Norman  weighed  in  a  trout  lib.  12^oz., 
which  takes  Mr.  Milton's  prize. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  la.  Chapel-street,  Edgware- 
road. — On  Sept.  24  there  will  be  a  grand  complimeL- 
tary  concert  given  to  our  old  and  esteemed  member, 
W.  Shave,  when  Mr.  Keene,  president,  will  take  the 
chair,  with  a  host  o£  talent  to  support  him.  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — F.  Coates. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Sept.  8  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  F.  Gardener,  roach ;  Perry,  roach ;  C. 
Merigold,  roach.  Two  members  were  elected  as 
working  members. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  on  Sept.  8  :  Messrs. 
C.  Bolding,  roach  ;  F.  Jewson,  bream  ;  Hothard,  roach  ; 
Grindrod,  roach.  We  decide  on  Friday  (Sept.  13)  where 
we  will  fish  our  next  match. — W.  Beattie. 

Steatfobd  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Armsi 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Sept.  8 
we  had  a  good  show  of  fish  by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  Grande  and  Payne,  roach ;  Race  and  Bacon, 
bream  ;  F.  Drake,  perch.  I  hope  members  will  muster 
up  strong  at  our  outing  on  Sept.  15  at  Harlow  (one 
rod).  Train  leaves  Stratford  (main  line)  at  7.41  a.m. 
— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  decided  to  have  our 
next  outing  at  Shepperton.  All  members  are  requested 
to  book  to  Shepperton  station,  and  from  there  to  go 
where  they  please  ("  Red  Lion  "  optional)  for  their 
respective  swims.  There  have  been  some  fine  dace 
weighed  in  the  clubroom  during  the  week.  The 
following  have  weighed  in  :  P.  C.  French,  three  dace, 
12^oz.,  lO.Joz.,  and  7J  oz. ;  S.  Carpenter,  two  dace, 
O^oz.  and  8^oz ;  A.  E. '  Cartwright,  roach  and  dace, 
12lb.  Goz. ;  A.  Smith,  roac'n,  51b.  15oz. ;  C.  F.  Powits, 
roach  and  dace,  61b.  2Joz. ;  A.  Witten,  roach,  lib.  42oz. 
Members  who  have  not  received  their  A.B.S.  tickets 
can  have  them  any  time  on  application. — J.  S.  F. 
Webb. 

United  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report 
the  following  weighed  in  :  W.  Drage,  some  nice  roach 
(heaviest  lib.  5,Joz.) ;  J.  Payne,  roach  and  gudgeon  ; 
H.  Sandford,  roach ;  W.  J.  Mackrill,  junr.,  fishing 
near  Deal,  three  nice  codling.  Our  next  club  match 
takes  place  at  Ashurst,  Sept.  22.  We  have  decided  to 
subscribe  £1  Is.  from  our  Fish  Preservation  Fund  to 
the  Andrews  v.  Palmer  case. — F.  H.  Beak. 

ViCTOBiA  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Sept.  8 
we  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Thames  by  the  following  members  : — T.  Austin  and 
J.  Toothill,  roach  and  dace  ;  S.  Colclough,  roach  from 
the  Colue ;  and  F.  Griffiths,  roach.  On  Sept.  11,  we 
also  made  another  working  member. — P.  Lindsey. 

Waggonebs'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
have  had  fish  :  On  the  1st,  Mr.  Clegg  roach  and  dace, 
Mr.  Allan  roach  and  dace;  on  the  8th,  Mr.  Betts  roach, 
Mr.  Allan  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  Walton  bream.  We 
had  a  good  meeting  on  the  10th.  We  fish  a  match  on 
September  15,  at  Shiplake ;  full  particulars  at  the 
clubhouse. — H.  C. 

Walthambtow  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Walthamstow. — On  Sept.  8  we  had  a  good  show 
of  fish.  Messrs.  Gover,  Osment,  Palmer,  and  Poore 
had  roach  ;  Mr.  Knight  had  jack  and  perch  ;  Mr. 
Schoeke  had  perch.  We  have  our  annual  outing  to 
Amberley  in  conjunction  with  the  Warvrick  Angling 
Society  on  Sept.  22.  All  members  and  friends  who 
would  like  to  go  with  us  kindly  give  their  names  in  to 
the  Secretary,  Mr.  Osment,  30,  Chewton-road,  St. 
James-street,  Walthamstow,  or  at  the  clubhouse, — 
Max  Schoeke,  ' 


Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms  New 
North-road,  N.— At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  Keo'pe  was 
made  a  raombor.  On  Sept.  8  we  had  a  good  show  by 
the  following:  Mr.  Lee  bream,  Mr.  Styman  bream, 
Mr.  Huckmgham  jack,  and  Mr.  Kearn  roach.  Wc  fish 
our  next  match  at  Bctchworth,  peg  down,  on  Sept.  15 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— H.  Heir.  ' 

West  Ham  Bbotuees  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.  —  The  following 
members  weighed  in  last  week :— Messrs.  Hall  New- 
ton, jun.,  A.  W.  Hartt,  Pcthurst,  Bowles,  roach- 
P.  W.  Hartt,  T.  Miller,  roach  and  bream;  Sharp^ 
bream  ;  and  Turner,  roach  and  carp.  We  fish  our 
third  match  of  the  season  at  Burnt  ]\Iill  on  Sept.  29  ; 
members  to  go  by  the  first  train,  which  loaves 
Stratford  at  7.41  a.m.  ;  leave  off  fishing  at  G  p.m.,  to 
retuin  by  the  G.59  p.m.  from  Burnt  Mill ;  boundary 
from  Lock  at  Burnt  Mill  to  Davis's  first  gate.  Mem- 
bers must  bo  clear  on  the  books  before  starting  to  fish 
in  the  match. — H.  Pethubst. 


SHORT  STORY  (TRUIi)). 

As  a  naturalist,  engaged  in  arranging  a  collection 
some  years  ago  belonging  to  a  nobleman  who  lives 
not  far  from  the  I  )ukeries,  my  leisure  moments  were 
spent  fishing  in  the  great  lakes  adjoining  the  mansion, 
which  literally  teemed  with  fish.  It  was  a  very 
common  thing  to  catch  perch  quite  41b.  in  weight, 
while  the  fine  trout  ran  up  to  Gib.  and  even  71b.  A 
remarkable  catch  took  place  one  day  when  a  man- 
servant went  down  to  try  for  a  trout,  and  after  about 
twenty  minutes'  casting  with  a  worm,  a  good  trout 
was  hooked  which  immediately  rushed  off  to  the 
other  side  of  the  lake,  leaving  the  usual  V  shaped 
ridge  on  the  surface  of  the  lake.  About  five  minutes' 
hard  holding  on  to  rod  and  line,  when  lo !  to  the 
piscator's  mortification,  a  titled  lady  from  the  mansion 
came  along  on  horseback  opposite  to  where  the 
struggle  took  place.  All  the  poor  servant  could  do 
was  to  crouch  down  behind  a  small  bush,  still  clinging 
to  his  prey  (for  it  was  really  illegal  to  take  trout 
reserved  for  the  guests).  A  few  minutes,  and  to  our 
fisherman's  intense  relief  the  lady  disappeared  amongst 
the  trees.  After  tugging  and  pulling  another  ten 
minutes  the  fish  was  gently  drawn  close  to  the  stone 
coping  which  encircled  the  lake,  and  our  hero,  flushed 
with  the  tension,  quietly  knelt  down  to  seize  the 
prey,  but  alas!  for  inexperience,  just  when  drawing  up 
the  fivc-pounder  (for  such  he  proved  to  be,  with 
another  three  ounces  added)  snap  went  the  gut  two 
feet  from  the  fish,  and  oh,  presto !  what  do  you  think? 
— quick  as  the  lightning  flash,  piscator  made  a  sweep 
of  hand  and  caught  the  gut,  although  broken,  liring- 
ing  the  fish  to  land.  I  told  him  "  the  chance  of  a 
thousand"  as,  all  overpowered  with  excitement,  he 
asked  me  to  set  up  the  trout  for  him,  which  I  did, 
and  for  aught  I  know  it  is  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
Buckingham  Palace  at  this  very  hour. 

W.  C.  Ashdown. 


NEW  FISHES  INVENTED  BY  MAN. 

Have  you  ever  eaten  a  shad-bass,  a  brook  trout- 
salmon,  a  shad-herring,  or  a  goldfish-carp  ?  These  are 
but  a  few  of  the  new  animals  or  hybrids  which  the 
United  States  Pish  Commission  has  been  inventing 
recently.  A  number  of  finny  creatures  have  been 
turned  out  by  careful  mating  which  nature  never 
dreamed  of.  The  record  of  the  work  is  a  fish  story 
much  stranger  than  fiction.  By  this  artificial  breeding 
it  is  expected  eventually  to  produce  fish  which  will 
combine  all  the  virtues  and  none  of  the  faults  of  the 
common  edible  fish.  Pish  bones  may  soon  be  a  thing 
of  the  past.  It  is  even  possible  that  such  mating 
may  be  performed  in  the  ease  of  the  crustaceans  and 
molluscs.  The  shad-bass  has  not  only  been  produced 
in  large  quantities,  but  thousands  of  them  have 
already  been  liberated  in  southern  waters.  The  shad 
and  the  bass  never  breed  together  in  nature.  They  are 
as  unlike  in  their  way  as  the  tiger  and  the  hippo- 
potamus. The  modern  miracle  was  accomplished  by 
sjirinkling  the  eggs  of  the  shad  with  the  milt  of  the 
male  bass  and  hatching  them  out  in  glass  jars  full  of 
v/ater.  The  new  fishes  were  liberated  when  ten  days 
old.  A  similar  cross  has  been  made  between  the  shad 
and  the  river-herring.  Several  of  these  were  caught 
after  reaching  maturity.  They  turned  out  to  be  about 
the  size  of  a  herring  and  nearly  as  bony.  The  shad- 
herring,  while  extremely  interesting  from  a  scientific 
standpoint,  is  not  likely  to  become  popular  as  a  table 
delicacy  for  this  reason.  Whitefish  have  been  mated 
with  herring  at  the  hatching  station  on  Lake  Erie. 
The  whitefish-herring  is  already  becoming  common  in 
these  waters.  These  fishes  weigh  about  21b.  when  full 
grown.  Perhaps  the  most  successful  experiment  along 
these  lines  is  the  breeding  of  the  salmon  and  the 
brook  trout  in  California.  The  product  of  this  mixed 
parentage  is  nearly  as  large  as  the  salmon  and  retains 
much  of  the  sweetness  of  the  trout.  Successful  hybrids 
have  also  been  made  by  crossing  different  kinds  of 
trout.  It  is  probable  that  a  useful  new  fish  may  be 
obtained  by  mating  the  cod  with  the  haddock.— 
Portsmouth  Tiwr^  and  County  Journal, 


182 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Septkmjjrr  14,  1901 


OuB  Oulton  Broad  reporter,  writing  from  the 
Commodore  Hotel,  Lowestoft,  records  the  capture  of 
some  good  tench,  amongst  them  one  of  41b.  and 
another  of  5 Jib.  As  he  says  :  "  There  must  be  a  shoal 
of  tench  about  that  spot,  and  this  warm  weather, 
fishing  early  morning  or  evening,  some  grand  speci- 
mens should  be  secured."  If  my  doctor  would  only 
"  let  me  out,"  I'd  be  there  as  soon  as  the  G.E.R. 
could  carry  me. 


Mh.  Ben  Abrahams,  who  so  ably  conducted  the 
competition  in  aid  of  the  widow  and  children  of  the 
late  Mr.  Norris  on  June  30  last,  has  issued  a  balance- 
sheet  audited  by  Messrs.  Fayers  (Carlton  Angling 
Society)  and  W.  J.  Woodward  (Jubilee  Angling  Society) 
and  found  correct.  The  printing,  postages,  stationery, 
and  clerical  work  was  given  gratuitously,  and  a  sum 
of  £14:  8s.  3Jd.  handed  over  to  the  bereaved  family, 
made  up  as  follows  :  By  sale  of  tickets,  £10  17s.  4d. ; 
by  donations,  £1  4s.  6d. ;  collected  in  box,  £2  6s.  5Jd. 
There  are  still  twelve  tickets  not  returned  from 
the  Albion  Angling  Society,  Acton.  This  will 
no  doubt  be  rectified,  as  the  "  Albions  "  always 
"  act  on  "  the  square.  The  wdow  desires  to 
thank  all  Nvho  interested  themselves  on  her  behalf, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  Ben  and  his  merry  men  are 
amply  compensated  in  the  knowledge  that  they  have 
done  their  duty  in  the  part  they  have  taken  in  the 
cause  of  charity. 


One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  better  class 
weekly  journals,  both  as  regards  illustrations  and 
letterpress,  is  the  Traveller,  which,  like  many  other 
good  things  in  the  literary  line,  emanates  from  the 
offices  of  Sir  George  Newnes,  Limited,  where  Tit  Bits 
comes  from.  In  the  present  number  nearly  two  pages 
are  devoted  to  the  Norfolk  Broads.  Its  author,  "Our 
Special  Commissioner,"  has  evidently  visited  East 
Anglia,  and  has  not  relied  on  the  shelves  of  the  B.  M. 
(which  is  the  Lingua  Franca  of  Fleet-street  for  the 
British  Museum)  for  his  information.  Mr.  P.  G. 
Aflalo,  in  his  usual  breezy  manner,  deals  at  some 
length  with  the  Teign  bass,  and  then  evinces  his 
versatility  by  contributmg  another  two  pages  on  "  The 
Complete  Sportsman."  If  I  may  venture  to  express 
an  opinion  I  should  opine  that  so  long  as  the  Traveller 
is  conducted  on  its  present  bright  and  readable  lines  it 
will  enjoy  a  large  meed  of  success  from  the  travel- 
loving  public. 


Who  is  right  and  who  is  wrong  in  this  deplorable 
strike  of  the  Grimsby  trawlers  is  a  question  that  I  do 
not  propose  to  discuss  here,  for  I  have  neither  space 
nor  inclination,  but  I  should  like  to  call  attention  to 
the  fund  that  is  being  raised  by  the  Daily  Express  to 
provide  food  for  the  innocent  victims  of  it — the 
starving  women  and  children.  I  am  sending  my  mite, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  many  readers  will  do  likewise. 


In  a  case  of  this  kind  the  old  saying  that  "  an  ounce 
of  help  is  worth  a  ton  of  pity  "  is  doubly  applicable, 
and  I  am  very  pleased  to  learn  that  the  "  Sun  Ray 
Pierrots,"  who  during  the  season  have  delighted  Deal 
visitors  with  their  refined  entertainments,  have,  with 
characteristic  kindness,  announced  that  the  proceeds 
of  their  entertainment  next  Monday  evening  will  be 
given  to  the  Express  fund.  This  is  not  the  first  or 
second  time  this  season  that  they  have  used  their 
talents  for  charitable  purposes,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all 
Deal  visitors  will  liberally  help  in  such  a  good  cause. 


The  aforesaid  "  Sun  Eay  Pierrots  "  are  taking  their 
own  farewell  benefit  concert  at  the  Oddfellows'  Hall  on 
Sept.  18,  and  I  do  hope  it  will  be  a  bumper,  for  they 
well  deserve  one.  If  I  can  get  rid  of  my  bronchitis 
("  chest  on  the  lungs,"  as  Truthful  Tommy  calls  it),  I 
shall  try  to  go  myself. 


A  coBEESPONDBNT,  whose  name  is  well  known  in 
these  pages,  writes  me  that  the  other  day  he  was 
hearing  the  experiences  of  somo  of  the  Royal  Marines 
who  fought  at  the  battle  of  Graspan,  when,  it  will  be 
remembered.  Lord  Roberts  described  them  as  "  the 
bravest  of  the  brave."  "  God  bless  the  bloke  as  sent 
us  them  fags"  ("fags"  is  the  barrack-room  for  cigar- 
ettes) said  one,  who  had  been  very  badly  wounded. 
As  "  the  bloke"  in  question  happens,  I  believe,  to  be 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  am  sure  he  and  all 
those  who  helped  the  "  F.  G.  Tobacco  Fund  "  will  be 
pleased  at  such  an  unsolicited  evidence  of  the  apprecia- 
tion felt  for  their  charitable  efforts  on  behalf  of 
"  Tommy  and  Jack  and  Joe  the  Marine  in  hospital 
lying  in  pain." 


My  brother  B.S.A.,  Mr.  C.  W.  Glassington,  has  been 
away  fishing  in  Cornwall .  When  is  he  not  away  fishin  g 
somewhere  in  the  United  Kingdom  (and  very  often 
out  of  it)  ?  Well,  he  is  an  angler,  and  consequently 
veracious.    Last  week  he  was  reported  to  have  taken 


"  pollack  and  conger  up  to  8Jlb.,  two  hake,  8Jlb.  and 
71b.,  and  two  sea-bream  of  over  31b. ;  three  dozen  hake 
another  day,"  etc.  Now  Mr.  C.  W.  G.  says  he  would 
like  to  have  had  the  three  dozen  "on,"  but  as  his 
"  take  of  hake  "  consisted  of  only  three  he  asks  for 
this  correction  to  be  made.  He  also  says  that  of  the 
three  sharks  caught  one  (which  was  printed  as  llj 
feet  long)  was  only  4J  feet  long.  Bravo,  Glassy  1 
I  haven't  my  Shakespeare  handy,  but  "  let  truth 
prevail  though  the  heavens  may  fall,"  oh  ?  Then  he 
gives  us  a  good  tip  about  Penzance  :  "  Sport  was  real 
good  at  Penzance,  and  the  agent  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  Mr. 
J.  H.  Rowe,  is  not  only  mighty  keen  on  fishing,  but 
in  addition  does  his  level  best  to  see  that  the  members 
of  the  society  are  well  looked  after." 


A  YELLOW  or  fresh  water  trout  of  uncommon  size 
was  caught  in  a  salmon  net  at  Canny  fishery,  on  the 
Tweed,  near  Berwick,  recently.  The  trout  measured 
2ft.  4Jin.  in  length,  1ft.  3in.  in  girth,  and  it  weighed 
8Jlb.  The  fish  was  exhibited  as  a  curiosity  at  the 
bazaar  held  in  aid  of  a  new  lifeboat  house  at  Berwick. 


That  smart  little  "  penn'orth  "if(monthly)  Thames 
Angling  News  for  September  is  to  hand.  Although 
the  news  from  the  Thames  is,  as  "  Perdita  "  would 
have  said,  "  a  bit  ancient  "—that  is  to  say,  that  in  the 
interval  between  the  August  number  and  the  September 
number  the  "  latest  "  telegrams  are  not  of  much  use 
to  anglers— yet  the  T.A.N,  is  a  faithful  recorder  of 
what  has  happened,  and  gives  some  useful  "  tips  "  as 
to  what  may  be  expected.  For  instance,  "  With  the 
advent  of  September  we  may  expect  better  sport." 
Quite  right.  Then  Mr.  C.  H.  Whecley  gives  an  account 
of  Father  Thames,  his  moods  and  his  caprices,  and 
the  editor  lets  off  some  fireworks,  which  to  read,  if 
not  to  see,  are  very  amusing.  Then  we  have  some- 
thing "  About  Carp  Pishing,"  which  has  appeared  in 
the  E.G.;  "The  Thyme-Scented  Thymallus,"  alias 
grayling,  by  H.  A.  Rolt ;  "  Fishing  in  Battersea  Park  "  ; 
"Anglers'  Rights  on  the  Thames,"  etc.,  in  fact  an 
ollapodrida — only  one  penny. 


Tbout  Fishehs. 
The  law  is  off  and  fishers 

Now  take  the  rod  and  reel 
And  wander  to  the  brookside 

Whose  rocks  the  trout  conceal; 
They  angle  in  the  shallows. 

They  angle  in  deep  pools 
To  learn  the  valued  lesson 

That  trout  are  not  fish  fools ! 
The  law  is  off  on  lying. 

In  fact,  it's  never  on. 
Men  do  not  need  much  basis 

To  found  their  lies  upon ; 
Just  let  them  get  a  nibble, 

A  gleam  of  shining  scales. 
And  tho'  they  lose  the  "  beauty  " 

They'll  tell  some  fairy  tales. 

— Boston  Globe. 


Mr.  Inchcliffb,  of  Bradford  and  Ilkley,  and  Mr. 
Brown,  of  Clapham,  Lancaster,  had  a  splendid  ex- 
perience of  Manx  fishing  on  Sept.  10.  Taking  a 
large  yacht  after  breakfast,  they  set  sail  for  the  Point 
of  Ayr,  immediately  throwing  out  lines  and  rapidly 
bringing  in  mackerel,  red  and  grey  gurnet,  dog-fish, 
skate,  and  conger  to  the  tune  of  1501b.  ;  the  greatest 
catch  was  yet  to  come.  Shortly  after  arrival  at  their 
destination,  a  tremendous  bluit,  measuring  5ft.  Sin.  by 
4ft.  6in.,  and  weighing  701b.,  after  considerable 
difficulty,  was  boarded.  Considering  only  small 
mackerel  hooks  were  used,  this  is  really  a  remarkable 
feat. 


His  Majesty  the  King  has  been  graciously  pleased 
to  command  a  copy  of  Lady  E'lorence  Dixie's  sporting 
and  social  novel,  entitled,  "  Little  Cherie ;  or.  The 
Trainer's  Daughter."  The  book  will  be  ready  by  the 
middle  of  this  month,  and  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
shilling  sporting  novels  which  will  be  published 
monthly  by  Messrs.  Anthony  Treherne  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
It  will  be  followed  by  novels  by  Mr.  Francis  Dods- 
worth,  who  wrote  "The  Spendthrift."  and  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Compton,  whose  clever  story,  "  The  Inimitable 
Mrs.  Massingham,"  has  met  with  considerable  public 
favour. 


"The  May  Fly  goes  out,  summer  comes  in,  and 
trout-fishing  is  over,"  says  "  Macmillan's  Magazine." 
This  was  the  strong  statement  made  to  us  the  other 
day  by  a  friend  who  was  somewhat  disappointed  at  the 
poor  results  which  had  attended  his  efforts  on  a  noted 
dry-fly  water.  We  upbraided  him  for  being  a  pessi- 
mist, and  not  a  strictly  truthful  one  to  boot ;  but, 
though  we  would  be  the  last  to  admit  it  to  his  face, 
we  are  by  no  means  sure  that  there  is  not  a  good  deal 
of  justice  in  his  observation.  We  ourselves  are  not  so 
far  gone  in  pessimism  as  to  assert  that  trout-fishing  is 


altogether  over,  but  the  hammer  of  adversity  has  im- 
pressed us  with  the  fact  that  the  glory  of  it  is  departed. 
The  progress  of  the  trout-fisher's  year  is  not  unlike 
that  of  courtship.  The  trout  is  as  capricious  as  any 
maid,  now  hot,  now  cold,  now  kind,  now  disdainful, 
never  to  be  depended  on  until  its  capture  is  an  accom- 
plished fact,  and,  as  the  convenient  Irishman  would 
say,  not  always  then,  for  there  arc  such  things  as 
unfastened  creels,  and  rotten  landing-nets,  and  oven 
unretontive  hands.  Wo  could  pursue  our  illustration 
a  little  further. 


Let  us  say  that  the  angler  has  had  the  privilege  of 
an  introduction  to  the  trout  on  some  west  country 
stream  in  March.  If  it  loads  to  even  so  much  as 
acquaintanceship,  and  recollection  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, he  may  consider  himself  fortunate,  for  there  is  a 
certain  vile  east  wind  which  commonly  blows  in 
March,  and  is  most  biting  to  all  young  things,  love 
among  the  rest.  However,  now  and  then  towards  the 
end  of  the  month  he  will  find  that  his  intimacy  is  pro- 
gressing, for  even  an  east  wind  will  not  blow  for  ever, 
and  when  it  is  not  blowing  sport  is  always  possible. 
As  ho  angles  on  into  April  ho  will  meet  with  still  more 
success,  and  by  tho  end  of  the  month  he  may  almost 
dare  to  call  it  friendship.  We  are  not  speaking  of 
the  past  most  miserable  April,  when  the  wind  blew 
steadily,  mercilessly  and  unceasingly,  from  the  oast. 
All  through  May  he  may  venture  to  use  more  and 
more  the  privileges  of  a  friend,  and  on  the  first  day  of 
Juno  he  may  seek  for  his  opportunity.  It  will  come 
very  soon  afterwards,  on  a  day  when  ho  reaches  tho 
river,  and  finds  that  the  May  Fly  is  really  up,  tho 
river  boiling  with  hungry  trout,  and  the  air  alive  with 
equally  hungry  swallows.  The  chances  are  that  he 
will  need  no  encouragement  then,  but  if  he  should,  let 
the  settling  of  a  May  Ply  on  his  nose  be  a  signal  for 
putting  it  to  the  issue.  If  after  that  ho  does  not  win 
his  suit,  write  him  down  a  blunderer  and  unworthy  to 
succeed. 


RuMoun  hath  it  that  tho  quietude  of  the  City  was 
disturbed  the  other  night  by  a  terrible  altercation 
between  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  and  tho  Monument, 
worded  in  stately  ecclesiastical  language  on  the  one 
side  and  choice  Billingsgate  on  the  other.  The  victory 
was  won,  however,  by  the  Monument,  who  clinched 
the  argument  by  remarking  "  Yah  !  you're  cracked." 


William  Gillette,  says  Harper's  Weekly,  the  actor, 
hides  himself  in  summer  as  far  away  from  crowds  and 
newspaper  personals  as  possible.  Often  he  uses  his 
time  constructing  a  new  work,  which  Nat  Goodwin 
calls  "  the  Gillette  play— a  thing  that  acts  itself." 
One  summer  Gillette  hired  a  yacht,  and,  as  he  tells 
the  story,  it  was  a  craft  without  an  equal.  With  a 
few  friends  he  set  sail  from  New  York  and  proceeded 
by  way  of  the  Sound  upon  a  cruise.  They  kept  close 
to  shore,  and  a  week  or  so  after  they  left  New  York 
were  drifting  leisurely  by  a  point  of  land  at  the  end  of 
which  sat  a  solemn  Yankee  fishing.  In  a  few  hours 
the  boat  had  passed  the  point,  and  the  Yankee  aroused 
himself  from  his  contemplation  of  the  water,  and 
asked,  "  Where  are  ye  from?  "  "  New  York,"  replied 
Gillette,  with  a  yachtsman's  pride.  "How  long?" 
"  Since  August  first,"  shouted  the  yachtsman  again. 
The  Yankee  returned  to  his  contemplation,  and  the 
yacht  kept  on  drifting,  but  along  in  the  afternoon  there 
came  a  voice  over  the  water,  and  it  asked,  "  What 
year  ?  " 


I  HAVE  to  thank  all  who  have  kindly  inquired  after 
my  ill-health,  and  although  the  hope  that  I  should 
soon  "get  out"  has  not  yet  been  realised  I  live  in 
hopes.  In  addition  to  letters,  I  have  received  many 
"  beautiful  pictures  "  supposed  to  misrepresent 
"  Dragnet  in  his  lair,"  etc.  Some  of  them  are  really 
worthy  of  reproduction— but  I  mustn't.  All  anglers 
have  seen  the  handiwork  of  that  lightning  carica- 
turist, Fred  Reynolds.  He  hails  from  Llanaber, 
Wales.  He  sends  me,  on  a  large  post-card,  what  he 
takes  to  be  the  condition  of  things  at  Drag  Mansion. 
Nice  fire  ;  Drag  in  arm-chair  swathed  in  blankets ; 
basin  of  gruel  smoking  hot.  Side  table  :  champagne 
cork  drawn  and  cork-screw  near  bottle  ;  blancmanges, 
jellies,  grapes,  oysters  (ready  opened) ;  one  or  two  bottles 
labelled  "every  three  hours";  and  the  words,  "So 
sorry  to  hear  it ;  hope  you'll  soon  be  well  I  "  Thank 
you,  Fred. 


Fred  sends  me  several  cards  "  to  cheer  me  up." 
One  of  a  gigantic  fish  which  I  am  supposed  to  be  land- 
ing— should  say  about  ten  tons.  Another  the  head 
and  shoulders  only  of  an  enormous  fish  (I  suppose  it 
is  a  fish)  about  the  size  of  a  pantechnicon  van,  and 
"  little  me  "  standing  triumphant,  fly  rod  in  hand, 
serenely  surveying  my  capture.  The  inscription  to 
this  imaginary  "  take  "  (you  can't  call  it  a  "  bag  "  or 
"  basket,"  because  it  would  "  take  "  a  week  or  two  to 
get  round  it  in  canvas)  is  "  Who  said  there  are  no  fish 
this  year  ?  This  is  the  smallest  I  have  killed  this 
season  I  "  Thanks,  all;  and  hope  soon  to  be  able  to 
pursue  the  fascinating  sport  of  angling.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifieial  flfiglifig  ]*otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Birmingham's  great  annual  contest  was  brought  to 
a  successful  issue  on  Monday  (Sept.  9)  at  Abingdon ; 
close  upon  1200  members  and  their  friends  travelled 
by  the  three  special  trains  chartered  by  the  Associa- 
tion,  and  about  850  members   competed  for  the 
challenge  cup  and  £80  in  prizes.    The  contest  was 
fished    under    the  Thames  rules  and  regulations. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Dance,  assisted  by  two  local  anglers, 
had  the  ground  pegged  out  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
contest  commenced  at  11.30  and  terminated  at  2.30. 
The  river  was  rather  low  and  very  fine,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  poor.  The 
Aston  Manor  Club  supplied  the  first  winner  in  Mr.  S. 
WagstafE,  who  succeeded  in  taking  the  first  prize  of  £8 
with  lib.  12oz.  of  fish.    He  will  also  receive  a  framed 
diploma,  and  another  one  will  be  presented  to  the 
society,  who  will  become  the  holders  of  the  challenge 
cup  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months.    The  prizes  will 
be  distributed  after  the  committee  have  held  their 
contest.    A  number  of  the  members  remained  till 
Tuesday  evening,  but  very  little  was  done,  as  the 
takes  of  fish  were  very  small.   The  fishing  on  the 
Severn   has  been   very  good  during  the   last  few 
days,   the  recent   showers    having  done  much  to 
freshen  up  the  water.    Some  good  roach  have  been 
taken  at  Kemsey,  the  best  baits  being  stewed  wheat 
and  malt.    Dace  have  been  going  well  at  the  maggot, 
and  on  the  whole  sport  has  been  good.    Some  good 
sport  has  also  been  had  on  the  Avon  in  the  Fladbury 
district.    Some  good  takes  of  bream  have  been  had 
with  the  wheat,  and  roach  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good.       Matters     have     been      quiet      on  the 
Trent,  very  little  worth  mentioning  having  been 
doBe,    although    a    good    number    of  members 
have    visited    the    Alrewas  and    Rugeley  district. 
Canal  fishing  has  been  quiet.    I  have  heard  of  some 
decent  roach  being  taken  near  to  Yardley  Wood,  and 
a  few  small  perch.    A  lot  of  small  fish  have  lately 
been  taken  at  Kingswood,  and  some  small  roach  at 
Lonesom  Ford.    The  canal  at  Brearley  and  Wilmcote 
has  provided  some  fair  sport,  and  at  Fazeley  some 
perch  have  been  taken.    The  pools  in  our  public  parks 
have  been  well  attended  lately,  and  the  Handsworth 
Park  pool  was  tried  on  Tuesday  last  and  some  good 
perch  were  caught  but  returned  back  to  the  water 
again. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  angling  have  undergone  a  welcome 
change,  and  sport  all  round  shows  a  marked  improve- 
ment. On  the  main  stream— the  Witham— fishermen 
have  yet  a  good  deal  of  duck-weed  to  contend  with, 
but  this  is  not  so  bad  as  it  was.  On  the  middle 
reaches  roachists  have  had  a  good  time,  and  boat 
anglers  especially  have  done  very  well.  Stones  of  fish 
have  been  taken,  principally  with  the  creed  wheat  bait, 
md  some  rods  have  accounted  for  as  much  as  251b.  as 
the  result  of  a  day's  sport.  Of  the  minor  streams  the 
Bargate  and  Mount  Pleasant  drains  have  fished  the 
aest,  and  heavy  baskets  have  been  accounted  for.  The 
?ike  fishing  season  was  inaugurated  last  week  on  the 
waters  which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Black 
Bluice  Commissioners,  but,  so  far  as  the  Forty-foot  is 
joncerned,  the  waters  are  yet  too  weedy  to  permit  of 
I  successful  prosecution  of  trolling.  Bottom  fishermen 
iontinue  to  creel  some  nice  lots  of  roach  in  the 
Donington  district,  and  also  at  Hubbert's  Bridge. 
rVelland  anglers  are  out  almost  every  day  in  the 
Deeping  district,  and  weighty  baskets  of  mixed  fish 
lave  been  secured.  On  most  waters  tench  have  formed 
I  leading  item  of  late,  and  some  specimens  have 
reighed  up  to  .3^1b.  a-piece,  one  angler  securing  two 
-nd  a  half  brace  scaling  11  fib. 


Messrs.  W.  Griffiths,  O.  Ilollingsworth,  and  C.  Dale, 
junr.,  were  successful  in  wiiming  the  first  three 
prizes.  Messrs.  Blundell,  Spence  and  Co.'s  Angling 
Society,  of  Hull,  visited  Newport  to  decide  their 
third  match,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  but 
only  small  fish  was  the  result  of  their  efforts,  Mr.  S. 
Conyers  taking  first  honours  with  21b.  lOJoz.,  Mr.  M. 
Salmond  having  under  lib.  for  second  place.  Sport  in 
the  upper  waters  of  the  river  Hull  continues  good,  but 
the  tidal  waters  have  only  fished  moderately,  owing  to 
weed  cutting  operations  in  the  top  stretches  ;  yet,  in 
favourable  bends  of  the  river,  a  few  good  roach  and 
bream  have  been  taken  during  the  week  with  paste. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  non-appearance  of  the  Liverpool  team  and  the 
fact  that  only  two  teams  came  from  Wigan  on  Satur- 
day last  to  try  in  the   big  event  at  Worsley  were 
topics  of  much  comment.    Many  openly  expressed 
surprise  as  there  are  so  many  expert  teams  in  that  town. 
After  careful  consideration  the  suggestion  of  the  Un- 
daunted Anglers,  Wigan,  to  offer  cash  prizes  was  adopted 
by  the  board,  but  an  "  Undaunted  "  team  did  not  enter. 
The  prize-winners  in  the  Beswick  and  District  contest 
are  as   follows :— Messrs.   W.   Threlkeld,  Collinge, 
Allott,  Atherton,  Beaty,  Overton,  Driver,  Kirkman,' 
Jones,  Fletcher,   Sudbury,   Howard,   Rostron,  and 
Wright.    After  a  six-event  contest  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society  announce  the  result  of  their  cham- 
pionship as  follows  :— Messrs.  C.  H.  Robinson  (cup  and 
gold  medal),  W.  Forrest,  A.  Smith,  J.  Wayne,  W.  C. 
Spencer,  and  F.  G.  Schmidt ;  Mr.  F.  S.  Woodward  wins 
the  medal  for  best  specimen  fish  caught  in  this  contest. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Hall,  Staly bridge,  during  a  recent  visit  to 
the  Trent,  met  with  good  sport  at  Laneham,  to'^ether 
with  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Ashton ;  they  both  did  well 
amongst  the  bream,  pike,  and  dace ;  bream  up  to  41b, 
dace  to  8oz.,  and  pike  71b  ,  in  rough  weather.  The 
Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society,  Moston,  had  a  good  time 
at  Broken  Cross  last  week  end,  Messrs.  Jeffrey  Biicrgs 
Thompson,   Baxter,   J.  Whitehead,   E.  Whitehead' 
Battye,  Holmes,  and  Occlestono  taking  the  prizes! 
The  Kersley  Pride  have    arranged   to    fish  their 
match     on     the     Moss     Reach     length    of  the 
Bridgwater  Canal  on  Sept.  21.    From  Warrin<Tton 
several  interesting  items  are  to  hand  ;  new  members 
are  continually  being  added  to  the  roll  call.    The  new 
rearing  ponds  at  Heatley  are  finished,  and  the  trout 
for  treatment  ^^ill  be  transferred   as   soon   as  the 
weather  permits.    The  juvenile  match  is  arranged  for 
to-day  (Sept.  14)  at  Thelwall,  and  on  the  same  d°ay  the 
championship  .match  takes  place  at  Acton  Biid^^e. 
For  the  committee's  match  entries  will  be  received  up 
to  Sept.  19. 


Wclhng  on  Society  have  fared  fairly  well  amongst 
dace  and  chub,  employing  gentles  and  wasp  grul>-  and 
on  Saturday  a  pike  trollcr  ran  and  landed  a  trio,  the 
best  of  which  turned  the  beam  at  81b.  A  few  barbel  have 
been  caught  at  Sawley,  Col  wick,  and  Holme  I'ierrepont 
nnftlnn  f^T'uru  '°  ereaves  on  tlie  lowe; 

poition  of  the  Wilford  waters.-Members  of  the  Itadford 
l<ore.st  Lion  Inn  Society  tried  conclusions  in  a  friendly 
match  at  Rolleston  last  Saturday  afternoon  (Sept.  7) 
Small  takes,  however,  predominated,  the  wind  being 
in  an  awkward  quarter  for  light  float  fishing.  Those 
succeeding  in  securing  prizes  were:— Mr  W  Davis 
(secretary),  1st;  Mr.  J.  Crooks,  2nd-  Mr  F 
Jackson,  3rd;  Mr.  J.  Biddulph,  4th-  Mr  W  T 
Hind,  5th  ;  Mr.  F.  Archer  (ith.  Other  matches  have 
been  arranged  Mr.  O.  Tiuuii,  has  killed  pike  at 
Wilford,  and  also  a  grand  lot  of  tench  on  his  private 

pool.  Ar011ll.ni-J   r,f    fL,„    C.-t..   in_  1    ^^       ,    ,.        .1  _ 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  last  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  District 
imalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  which  was  held  at 
he  Queen's  Hotel,  on  Wednesday  evening   Sept  4 
nder  the  presidency   of   Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  the 
reasurer(Mr.  G.  Turner)  submitted  the  balance-sheet 
t  the  recent  chanty  match,  which  showed  a  balance 
f  £14  10s.  lid.  in  hand,  and  altera  little  discussion  it 
'as  resolved  to  contribute  £5  to  the  Hull  and 
culcoates  Dispensary  ;  and  the  balance  of  £9  10s.  lid. 
3  be  carried  to  the  Association's  Benevolent  Fund 
he  Albert  Angling  Association  of  Hull  decided  their 
Qird  match  of  the  season  on  Saturday,  August  31st 
n  the  River  Ludd  at  Firebeacon,  and  participated  in 
3me  excellent  sport,  Mr.  T.  Scott  taking  the  first 
me  with  111b.  3Joz.;  Mr.  G.  Turner  second  with 
lb.  7|oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Martin,  91b.  2ioz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Thistle- 
ya  8lb.  15J0Z. ;  and  Mr.  P.  Colley  81b.  l^oz.  -  the 
ther    members  having   very   fair    takes    of  fish, 
he  Grimsby  anglers,  the  Coach  and  Horse  Clubs  of 
leethorpes  Road,  fished  a  match  lower  down  the 
ver,  at  Thoresby  Bridge,  on  the  same  day,  and  found 
le  waters  in  anything   but  favourable  condition - 
snsequently  only  very  poor  sport  was  participated  in' 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Duchy  Angling  Society,  with  headquarters  at 
Pendleton,  is  to-day  the  proudest  society  in  this  dis- 
trict.   Although  only  in  the  second  year  of  its  exist- 
ance,  the  team  sent  to  do  battle  for  the  society  at  Wor- 
sley succeeded  in  winning  the  Bridgewater  challenge 
shield  on  Saturday  last.     The  win  is  all  the  more 
meritoiious    from  the  fact  that  the  pick  of  all 
the  clubs  with  pluck  enough  to  face  several  crack 
contesting  teams  entered,  the  entry  being  a  record 
of  thuty-two  teams.     The  rapid  progress  of  this 
society  is  very  remarkable,  and  should  they  secure 
a  good  place  in  the  contest  for  the  West  Salford 
Angling  Association  shield  to-day  the  past  season  will 
have  been  a  record.— On  Monday  last  (Sept.  9)  the 
Moss  Side  Socials  had  a  social,  and  it  is  said  to  have 
been  the  best  they  ever  had,  and  no  doubt  this  verdic'. 
IS  a  correct  one.    On  Sept.  23  they  discuss  the  great 
question  of  stocking,  and  pass  resolutions  to  that  effect 
The  following  are  the  winners  in  the  Talbot  Anc'ling 
Society's  match  :— Messrs.  Tilbrook,  Frost,  Ridgeway 
Jones,  Appleton,  W.  Frost,  Conlan,  Lyman, Tomlinson 
Burke,    Shaw,   Delany,   and   Burns.     The  Geor^^e 
Angling  Society  in  the  third  contest  of  the  season 
awarded  prizes  to  Messrs.  Thielway,  Snelson  Fallows 
Charlesworth,  Edwards,  T.  Hoff,  Hamnet,  Stansfield' 
Whitehurst,  Philips,  F.  Hoff,  and  Woodcock.    After  a 
two  days'  contest  the  "  30  "  Club  awarded  prizes  to 
Messrs.  Barber,  Teale,  Garner,  Mycock,  Blyth  Siddall 
and  Farrell  (two),  Blythe  and  Hope.    The  Hulme 
Crown  Anglers  fished  a  match  last  week-end  at 
Chester,  and,  as  usual,  the  event  was  a  pronounced 
success.     Forty- three  members   fished,  and  thirty- 
eight  caught  fish,  so  that  the  thirty-two  prizes  were 
easily  disposed  of  for  good  weights,  the  first  six  ^om^' 
to  Messrs.  Frawley,  Morton,  Fitton,  Chaloner,  Brookl 
and  Farrell ;  space  forbids  the  complete  list.   At  their 
next  meeting  they  elect  officers,  etc.,  for  the  coming 
financial  year  and  transact  other  important  business 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Roach  anglers  have  done  well  on  most  stretches  of 
the  Trent,  which,  on  Wednesday,  was  running  in 
splendid  condition  for  most  kinds  of  fishing.  With 
creed  wheat  Mr.  W.  E.  Birks  and  Mr.  T. 
Birks  have,  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  taken  fifty- 
three  fish,  and  amongst  others  creeled  by  Mr. 
W.  E.  Ellis,  cf  Shardlow,  mention  must  be 
made  of  one  scaling  21b.     Other  members  of  the 


ol.— Members  of  tlie  City  Pox  and  Owl  Society  paid 
special  visit  to  (iirton  on  Friday  (Sept.  6)  when 
some  fine  chub  and  dace  were  creeled  with  e'entles 
notably  by  Mr.  W.  Packer.  ^  ' 

^fROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT 

We  have  had  a  week  of  nice  weather  for  fishing 
except  the  strong  east  wind  which  was  troublesome  on 
two  days  and  frequent  showers,  which  a  true  fisherman 
never  minds.    The  take  of  trout  this  week  has  been 
small,  but  grayling  has  been  going  fairly  well  in  the 
feme  and  other  waters  at  fiy  (Green  Insect  Red  Tat' 
and  Sliver  Dun)  and  at  the  maggot,  and  wo  heard  ot 
Mr.  J.  Jones  having  eleven  brace  of  l^ciutiful  fi.sh  taken 
with  the  latter  bait.    Chub  have  been  well  on  the  feed 
and  some  fine  specimens  taken.     In  the  Severn,  near 
Camp,  Mr.  Avery  caught  seven  chub  wei^hint'  141b 
4oz. ;  at  Upton  on  Severn,  Mr.  W.  Griffin  caught 
twenty-three  fine  fish  within  the  space  of  two  hours 
on  Saturday  morning,  Sept.  7  ;  Messrs.  Fair  and 
Broad,   and  others    iJad    some  fine  sport  in  the 
same  district,  and  Messrs.  Romney  and  Winofipld 
a  capital  lot    of    dace  and  chub.     Avon  fishin^' 
has  been  very  much  off.    A  few  fair  baskets  of  roacu 
and  skimmers  were  taken,  but  very  few  lar^e  bream 
have  been  taken  this  week.    Dace  have  been  going 
well  in  the  Teme  at   the  Blue  and  Black  Gnats 
and    at  the    maggot,    the    hook    tipped  with 
chrysalis;  grajlmg  also  favoured  this  bait.  Capital 
sport    is     being     had     at     I-Cnightsford  Brid^^e 
Horsham,  and  Knightwick.    The  Worcester  Anolind 
Society  had    their    annual    outing    on  the  Tome 
at  Stanford  Bridge  on  Thursday,  Sept.  5,  the  lono-  ride 
through  some  of  the  most    beautiful  scenery  in 
Worcestershire   being    much    enjoyed.    Mr.  Aveiy 
won  the  splendid  challenge  cup  for  the  sixth  time 
with  a  fine  basket  of  large  chub.    A  mouey-prize  "Ofs 
with  the  cup.    Mr.  T.  Prosser  was  second,  Mr"  B 
Cooper  third,  Mr.  Maytum  fourth.    Fewer  membejs 
competed  this  year,  the  ua.settled  state  of  the  weather 
no  doubt,  preventing  many  from  going.  The  Upton-on- 
Severn  Club  fished  another  Wednesday  competition  on 
Sept.  4,  on  the  club  water  at  Hanley  Quay.   The  catch 
of  fish  was  not  large.  Mr.  F.  James  won  1st  prize  -  2nd 
Mr.  Hughes ;  3rd,  Mr.  C.  Evans.  '  ' 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Me.  Chas.  H.  Wheeley  was  in  the  chair  at  the 
weekly  meeting  held  on  Monday  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  and  gave  some  interesting  particulars  as 
to  past  sport  and  future  prospects  in  the  Thames. 
He  added  that  so  far  the  present  season  had  been 
extremely  bad,  fish  refusing  to  feed  except  for  a  short 
time  in  the  evening.     Telegrams  were  read  from 
Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole,  who  were  in 
Harris,  stating  that  in  a  fortnight  they  had  had  sixty- 
four  sea-trout  between  them,  Mr.  Brown  getting  also 
a  51b.  salmon  and  Mr.  Poole  one  two  pounds  heavier. 
Captain  A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  spoke  of  a  long  holiday 
he  had  had  in  north  Cornwall.    He  had  had  grand 
sport  with  sea  fish.    His  catches  included  bream, 
conger,    pollack,     mackerel,    whiting    pout,  and 
gurnard.    His  largest  conger  weighed  301b.  2oz.,  and 
was  killed  on  a  bream  hook  on  twisted  gut.    It  was 
taken  in  sixteen  fathoms  of  water,  and  after  it  had 
been  once  gaffed  and  got  into  the  boat  it  knocked 
down  his  friend,  leaped  out,  and  ran  off  ninety-five 
yards  of  line.    It  was  luckil\- In-ought  in  ao-aiu  "after 
fifteen  minutes'  more  play.    The  running  ifne  was  $, 
No.  5  Lindum.    Captain  Pinch  had  several  conger  of 
201b.,  all  on  rod  and  line.    One  extraordinary  fish  was 
hooked   by   the   captain's  brother-in-law,  who  was 
fishing  with  him.    It  took  three  men  to  hold  the  fish, 
and  in  twenty  minutes  they  only  got  in  thiiteen  yards 
of  line.  Unfortunately,  the  hook  ultimately  drew,  and 
the  fish,  probably  an  enormous  ray,  was  lost.  Captain 
Pinch  had  trout  from  the  Tamar  and  Loch  Leven  fish 
from  a  private  reservoir.    The  captain  mentioned  that 
a  friend  fishing  with  him  lauded  off  the  coast  a  tbree- 
bearded  rockling,  a  very  rare  sea  fish.    From  Uxbridge 
news  came  of  some  good  roach  being  caught.  The 
bream  were  still  on,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  having  taken  one 
of  41b.  12oz.    The  same  angler  had  had  grayling  from 
private  water,  and  trout  (heaviest  fish,  lib.  lOoz.)  and 
grayling  from  the  Lambourne  up  to  lib.  8oz.  in  weight 
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EATON  &  DELLER 

Crooked   X^a.ne,   IL^ondoia.    Bi^id^e,   £2.C.,  &,  1,   Bu]:*y   St.,  St.  j£i,xnes%  S.'W; 

are  now  supplying  their  noted 

SPLIT  CANE  RODS 

(with  or  without  lockfast  fittings)  at 
"7^5/-  With  Steel  Centre.  Without  Steel,  ■7^>/- 

SXSN'D     FOR    X  X>  Xa  XT  S       JEC  ^  ^  XS  X>     O  A.  T  O  C*  XTU,     J  XT  S  T     X*  XT  B  X.  X  S5  B:  3 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 


Book  early  for  the  following  Britisli  and  Foreign  Fish : 

Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling^,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM^ 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE 


FOURTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  MYINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 


LONDON:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 


"^ofes  from  iJ)e  "ilod^. 

A  SPATE  on  the  Dee  is  a  rarity  nowadays,  but  it  has 
come  at  last — not  a  big  one,  but  a  black  one — and  a 
sudden  impulse  has  been  given  to  angling  matters,  if 
not  all  over  the  north,  at  least  all  over  the  Dee. 


Anglers  journeyed  to  the  Ugie,  Ythan,  Deveron, 
Findhorn,  and  other  places,  but  the  rise  had  not  been 
effective  enough  there  to  move  the  waters  much,  and 
the  consequence  was  they  were  fishing  in  the  dried-up 
streams  which  have  been  the  characteristic  of  the 
present  season. 

When  the  spate  does  actually  come  on  the  small 
burns  and  side  streams  the  sport  will  be  magnificent. 


The  net  result  of  the  year  on  the  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Board's  fishings — which  maybe  taken  as  a  criterion  of 
the  fishings  in  general — is  a  deficit  of  £115  over  that 
of  last  year,  which  in  itself  was  a  record  failure. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  last  two  days  of  the  season 
the  deficit  would  have  been  twice  as  big  as  it  was,  if 
not  more.  During  these  two  days  the  hauls  were 
simply  proverbial,  and  although  good  enough  for  the 
netsman  in  a  bad  season,  only  proves  the  necessity  for 
shutting  the  netting  down  a  fortnight  earlier  than  at 
present. 

Some  good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  Knockando 
water  of  the  Spey,  and  here  and  there  results  have 
been  fair. 


Still  they  come  !  Mr.  H.  Vincent  Fedden,  Bristol, 
and  others  sailed  on  Wednesday  to  do  the  Shetlands 
for  the  next  few  weeks. 


Mr.  Lumsden  had  a  Gib.  sea-trout  on  the  Ugie  to  a 
small  Jock  Scot  dressed  by  Mackay,  of  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  F.  J.  HuDD  presided  over  a  full  meeting  on 
Sept.  11.  The  hon.  treasurer  read  a  courteous  letter 
from  Mr.  Cecil  A.  Lumley,  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  the  gviinea  donation  to  the  Andrews'  Defence  Fund. 
The  chairman  expressed  the  hope,  with  which  the 
meeting  unanimously  concurred,  that  this  fund  would 
be  freely  supported  by  all  clubs,  and  not  clogged  by 
any  party  feeling  which  might  militate  against 
anglers'  interest.  An  exhaustive  discussion  took 
place  as  to  the  date  and  venue  of  the  club  outing,  and 
finally  it  was  decided  that  we  should  visit  Huntingdon 
on  Oct.  5  and  G.  Few  members  have  been  out  since 
our  last  meeting.  Mr.  H  Dume  reported  taking  pike, 
barbel,  and  a  number  of  dace  from  the  Thames ;  Mr. 
G.  Westrup  several  dozen  dace.  During  the  evening 
members  were  indebted  to  a  Mr.  A.  Norman  for  a  fine 
show  of  fish,  amongst  which  might  be  noted  grayling 
up  to  lib.  lOJoz.,  a  trout  of  lib.  15oz.,  and  roach  up  to 
lib.  9^oz.  G.  W. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


A  fine  of  £50  was  imposed  on  the  Norwegian  trawler 
Ali^ha,  which  was  captured  in  BurghheadBay  last  week. 

Poaching  (sea-trout)  is  rampant  all  round  the  east 
coast  just  ilow,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  London,  and 
even  Paris  supplying  ready  markets  for  the  disposal  of 
the  fish.  Special  Scotch. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  Good  Spirits.  Every  one  has  tie- 
qiieiitly  experienced  sudden  personal  clianges  from  gaiety  to 
gloom.  The  wind  and  weather  oftentimes  receive  the  blame  when 
a  faulty  digestion  is  alone  the  cause  of  the  depression.  Hollo- 
way's  Pills  can  be  honestly  recommended  for  regulating  a 
disordered  stomach  and  improving  digestion.  They  entirely 
remove  the  sense  of  fulness  and  oppression  after  eating.  They 
clear  the  furred  tongue,  and  act  as  a  wholesome  stimulant  to 
the  liver,  and  a  gentle  aperient  to  the  l)0wels.  They  healthfully 
rouse  both  body  and  mind.  Holloway's  Pills  are  the  best  anti- 
dotes for  want  of  appetite,  nausea,  flatulency,  heartburn, 
languor,  depression,  and  that  apathy  so  characteristic  of  chronic 
derangement  of  the  digestion. 


The  ordinary  meeting  of  members  was  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  11,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Glassington  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
meeting  of  Sept.  4  were  read  and  confirmed.  Reports 
were  read  from  the  society's  agents  at  Aberffraw, 
Ballycotton,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Deal,  East  Looe, 
Penzance,  Southend,  and  Whitstable.  Special  reports 
were  read  from  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke  and 
Mr.  H.  Edwards  from  Deal.  Whiting  were  well 
in  the  bay;  codling  making  its' appearance  in  great 
numbers.  Mr.  Edwards  had  twenty-four  codling 
(largest  51b.),  ninety-five  whiting,  and  sixteen  dabs. 
A  second  day  two  score  and  three  whiting,  a  score  of 
dabs,  and  two  codling.  Good  prospects  for  fishing 
this  season.  A  report  from  Gorleston  said  plenty  of 
whiting  about,  codling  showing  up  early,  and  much 
fish  about.  Bait  scarce ;  early  orders  necessary. 
Dr.  Patterson  had  been  fishing  at  Southwick  without 
much  success,  catching  a  few  small  bass  only.  On  the 
Sunday  the  harbour  was  alive  with  bass  and  mackerel, 
the  small  fish  literally  throwing  themselves  out  of 
the  water.  ]\Ir.  Bates  had  not  much  to  say  about 
the  fishing  at  Southend.  Mr.  Tucker  had  been  fishing 
at  Dover.  Plenty  of  pouting  and  codling  up  to 
61b. ;  plaice  21b.  Before  the  opening  of  the  gates 
mullet  were  in  thousands,  some  up  to  81b.  in 
weight.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  alluding  to  the  blowing  up 
of  a  wreck  oft  Southend,  called  attention  to  the  results 
as  affecting  sea  fishing,  the  local  fishermen  finding  that 
in  this  and  in  other  places  explosions  rendered  ordinary 
fishing  for  some  time  useless.  Discussion  ensued  upon 
bait  and  especially  lines,  wire  still  asserting  its 
superiority  in  great  depths  and  strong  tides.  The 
customary  toast  of  success  to  the  society  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  took  the  chair  at  a  small  atten- 
dance of  members  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  Accounts 
of  recent  fishing  experiences  were  but  poor,  a  number 
having  visited  Chesham  during  the  previous  week,  but 
were  unable  to  beguile  any  of  the  trout  to  their  nets; 
the  exceptions  were  Mr.  Eldred  who  had  a  brace,  Mr. 
Gill  one  eleven-inch  fish  which  he  returned,  Mr.- 
Connellan  small  specimen,  and  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney, 
usually  so  successful,  lost  a  nice  trout  in  the  weeds. 
In  other  districts,  too,  sport  has  been  bad,  in  one 
case  so  much  so  that  all  attempt  was  given  up, 
blackberries  being  intimated  as  the  superior 
attraction.  All  waters  visited  were  reported  very 
low  and  of  course  very  bright.  Mr.  Buckingham 
reported  taking  some  very  nice  tench  in  Suffolk  of 
from  21b.  to  31b.  weight  on  each  of  three  early  morn- 
ings. Mr.  Riches,  a  number  of  roach,  bream,  and 
rudd  from  the  Ant,  and  Mr.  Hayward  also  roach, 
bream,  etc.,  jrom  the  Ant  and  Ouse,  but  in  both  cases 
the  fish  ran  small — the  best  bream  for  instance  only 
scaled  IJlb. — so  most  of  the  fish  may  provide  sport 
another  day.  Mr.  Foxbrooke  and  friends  had  thirty- 
six  fish  at  Leigh,  seven  going  from  IJlb.  to  l^lb., 
altogether  not  bad  considering  there  was  an  east  wind 
blowing  all  day.  Mr.  Connellan,  a  splendid  Ijasket  of 
dace  of  about  ten  inches  from  the  Beane.  Mr.  Hicks 
also  good  fish  but  not  the  same  quantity.  Mr.  Normaiu 
presented  a  curiosity  for  the  museum  in  an  old  thumb 
reel.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair,  as  usual,  closed; 
the  meeting.  There  will  be  a  visit  to  Kelvedon  ont 
Saturday  (to-day).  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Trustees'  Cup  Competition. 

It  has  been  decided  to  hold  this  competition  on  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal — tow-path  only — on  Septem- 
ber 29 ;  free  to  members  of  the  Anglers'  Association ; 
all  fish  to  be  caught  in  the  private  fishery  of  thf 
Association — that  is,  from  Hunton  Bridge  Lock  tc 
Tring  Railway  Bridge.  Headquarters  and  starting 
point  to  be  the  Boatman,  King's  Langley;  LondoB 
and  North-Western  Railway ;  to  start  fishing  by 
signal ;  fish  to  be  weighed  in  between  5.30  p.m.  audi 
C.15  p.m.  After  the  latter  time  fish  weighed  in  wil! 
not  be  eligible  for  prizes. 

If  any  society  has  arranged  to  have  a  match  in  anj, 
other  district  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  change  thi 
venue  to  King's  Langley,  thereby  enabling  thai 
members  to  compete  for  the  Trustees'  Cup  and  thj 
other  prizes  ofiered.  .' 

Collecting  boxes  will  be  carried  along  the  bank  fS 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  contributions  for  the  Ra 
stocking  Fund.  Further  details  will  appear  at  a  late 
date,  or  enquiries  may  be  sent  to  the  secretary. 

R.  G.  Woodruff.  ; 

2,  Firsby-road,  Stamford  Hill,  N.  ; 
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NORTHERN    ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Saturday,  Sept.  7,  at 
the  Cunliffe  Arms  Hotel,  Chorley.  The  chair  was 
occupied  |by  Mr.  Councillor  Sutherland,  J.P.,  of 
Wigan,  President  of  the  Association.  The  business 
consisted  mainly  or  correspondence  with  the  managers 
of  the  Shropshire  Union  and  Lancaster  Canals,  and 
with  the  owners  of  the  fishing  rights  on  certain  sec- 
tions of  these  canals.  Several  valuable  concessions 
were  announced,  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to 
forward  the  thanks  of  the  association  to  the  donors.  A 
report  of  operations  undertaken  by  members  of  the 
Preston  Centre  [to  save  the  fish  when  the  canal  was 
off  recently,  and  correspondence  thereon  was  read. 
Further  negotiations  with  other  canal  companies 
were  reported  and  approved,  instructions  being  given 
to  the  secretary  with  a  view  to  completion  of  the 
arrangements.  Samples  of  nets  for  fish  saving  purposes 
were  submitted  and  orders  given.  A  notice  of  motion 
was  given  to  increase  the  minimum  length  of  takeable 
fish,  making  the  measurement  over  all  instead  of  from 
eye  to  fork  of  tail.  The  membership  tickets  for  next 
jear  to  be  printed  as  early  as  possible,  slips  to  be  issued 
of  any  additional  travelling  facilities  received.  The 
council  was  afterwards  entertained  to  tea  by  the 
chairman  and  members  of  the  Chorley  centre,  and  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  for  their  hospitality 

Bolton.  Thos.  W.  Ei;dfoed. 


Correeponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

SALMON  PISHING  IN  THE  EVANGER  RIVER 
NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Sturdy  for 
jointing  out  that  in  my  last  letter  I  inadvertently 
wote  "  north  "  for  "  south,"  and  vice  vcrsd.  In  reply 
;o  Mr.  Sturdy's  questions,  I  repeat  that  the  description 
)f  Qvilekval  m  my  "  Angling  Travels  "  is  correctly  given 
rom  the  sport  we  enjoyed  on  it,  as  is  also  my  recent 
itatement  that  the  pool  has  filled  up  with  gravel,  the 
•eason  for  which,  by-the-bye,  being  quite  obvious.  I 
nust  decline  to  hold  myself  responsible  for  the  changes 
vhich  take  place  in  rivers  and  pools,  and  I  maintain 
hat  my  two  statements  are  not  contradictory,  but 
hat  they  relate  history. 

Perhaps  the  gentleman  Mr.  Sturdy  alludes  to  will 
nform  us  of  the  number  of  salmon  he  killed  this  season 
Q  Saghoug,  in  the  island  pool  above,  and  in  Qvilekval 
-he  should  know  better  than  £ither  Mr.  Sturdy  or  I 
Ve  do  not  want  to  know  about  Ho  Hoel  or  Skorve 
-ools,  unless,  indeed,  Mr.  Sturdy  intends  to  include 
hem  next  season  in  the  "  free  fishing,"  when,  of  course, 
he  mformation  would  interest  your  readers.  Perhaps 
Ir.  Sturdy  himself  will  tell  us  if  by  his  expression 
'  casting  from  the  bank  "  he  intends  us  to  understand 
asting  the  fly  or  casting  dead  fish  as  baits. 

Mr.  Sturdy  says  he  had  Qvilekval  only  up  to  1889 
nd  not  afterwards  until  1899,  so  when  he  contradicts 
le  as  to  our  sport  in  1893,  1894,  etc.,  he  is  evidentlv 
ot  qualified  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Sturdy,  however,  gives  us  one  piece  of  really 
aluable  information,  for,  in  reference  to  his  "free 
shmg,"  he  says,  "  I  consider  that  such  mixed-up  and 
isputed  water  is  not  worth  paying  for,"  and  with  him 
entirely  agree,  and  that  is  why  I  wrote  that  I  thought 
was  "not  worthwhile  going  out  to  fish  such  water." 
Mr.  Sturdy  must  admit  that  the  mixing  up  and  the 
-sputes  attending  it  have  been  solely  caused  by  his 
ivmg  put  himself  to  considerable  trouble  and  expense 
1  acquire  water  which  he  says  is  "not  worth  paying 
r,  whereas  Mr.  Beyer's  tenants  presumably  found 
lat  gentleman's  waters  of  good  value,  otherwise  they 
ould  not  have  rented  them  a  second  time,  as  they 
we  done.  We  have  yet  to  learn  what  Mr.  Sturdy's 
otives  were  m  acquiring  angling  rights  which  he 
ys  are  not  worth  paying  for  to  fish. 
The  rents  paid  to  the  farmers  by  Mr.  Beyer,  and  now 
'  Mr  Kahrs,  amount  to  a  highish  total,  and  little  or 
)  profit  IS  made  m  re-letting  them.  The  principal 
ason  of  the  total  being  high  is  that  the  upper  water 
secured  so  as  to  prevent  the  netting  by  the  farmers 
a  large  number  of  red  fish  late  in  the  season.  Mr 
urdy  IS  principally  benefited,  or  at  all  events  equally 
'  «  u  P'"o*ection  of  this  breeding  stock,  as  the  run- 
u  u***  ^'^^  ^^^^  through  his  Bolstad,  Evanger, 
<?  Ho  Hoel  waters  before  they  reach  Mr.  Kahrs's 
.t  er  and  he  has  also  Skorve  and  the  "  free  fishinc^  " 
If  Mr.  Sturdy  objects  to  Mr.  Kahrs's  rents  I  make 
doubt  that  that  gentleman  will  reduce  them  by  any 
n  which  Mr.  Sturdy  likes  to  contribute  as  his 
ire  in  the  expense  incurred  in  protecting  the 
wners,  which  might  easily  prove  a  better  invest- 
mt  than  the  "  free  fishing  "  would  appear  to  be.  I 
derstand  that  Mr.  Beyer  has  the  netting  rights  of 
i  expanse  of  water  between  Mr.  Sturdy's  pool  at 
anger -and  above  that  gentleman's  Bolstad  water, 
ion  Mr.  Beyer  now  re-lets  without  profit  for  netting 


as  he  IS  not  prepared  to  defray  the  oost  of  keeping  tlieso 
nets  off.  Perhaps  an  investment  in  this  direction 
might  be  more  profitable  than  in  the  water  which  is 
"  not  worth  paying  for." 

I  care  little  for  harling  and  nothing  for  red  fish  be 
they  ever  so  large,  but  I  take  an  interest  in  rivers  and 
m  fair  play,  and  if  I  were  fishing  the  Evanger  or  any 
other  river  I  should  no  doubt  get  it.— Yours  faithfully. 

Eraser  Sandeman. 


GOOD  SPORT  ON  SCOTCH  LOCHS. 
Dear  Sir,— Much  as  I  have  written  on  the  subject 
the  letter  reprinted  from  the  l'<(ll  Mali  Gcacttr  in  your 
issue  of  Sept.  7  on  "Misleading  Reports  and  the 
Decay  of  Scotch  Trout  Fishing"  has  gar'd  Jamie 
stare  !     (Possibly  you  know  the  old  story  ?) 

That  trout  fishing  in  our  much-fishod  streams  open 
to  the  public  has  gone  back  in  Scotland  of  lato  years 
is  beyond  doubt,  but  from  what  I  have  heard  from  the 
North  It  has  not  been  all  round  a  bad  loch  season 
north  of  Berwick-on-Tweed.  ' 

Despite  the  sun-smitten  month  of  July,  when"sport 
fell  off  dreadfully,  LochLeven  has  had  a  very  excellent 
"  season  "  indeed  ;  but  this,  of  course,  is  an  instance 
of  what  fish  culture  will  do  in  a  loch  which  possesses 
good  feeding  ground.  Still,  it  is  a  highly  satisfactory 
thing  that  it  is  so,  for  the  average  of  baskets  and  of 
individual  fish  shows  a  very  decided  improvement, 
despite  all  the  thrashing  it  gets ;  and  what  loch  gets 
more  ? 

Then  I  have  been  informed,  and  I  believe  it  to  be 
true,  that  Loch  Rannoch  has  been  looking  up  in  a 
wonderful  way  this  year,  and  I  believe  that  Loch  Shin 
at  the  top  end,  with  its  sister  lochs  and  lochlets,  has 
done  well.  I  know  that  Altnacealgach  and  its  chain 
of  lochs  have  had  a  good  season  ;  there  are  lots  of  trout 
still  there.  It  is  a  centre  I  have  a  great  opinion  of, 
but  not  for  men  who  want  too  much— numbers  and 
large  average— but  three  to  the  pound  is  a  very  tidy 
average,  and  in  Loch  Veyatie  it  is  higher,  at  times 
two  to  the  pound.  But  there  is  no  lack  of  trout  and 
some  big  ones  are  there  still.  Then  Inchnadamph  I 
hear,  has  done  well,  so  I  fancy  that  all  these  lochs  are 
still  fairly  well  stocked. 

But  I  cannot  insist  too"  strongly  on  the  need  of 
establishing  hatcheries,  and  also  of  protecting  burns 
etc.,  during  the  spawning  season,  for  otherwise  a  few 
hungry  shepherds  may  net  and  salt  down  in  casks 
huiidrcdwnglits  of  trout  for  the  winter's  food.  But  it 
amiises  me  when  the  writer  speaks  of  the  way  in  which 
basket,  waders,  boots,  flask,  and  mackintosh  are  all 
weighed  with  the  trout,  and  how  the  "  colonels  "  and 
"majors"  are  just  the  gillies  in  the  neighbourhood 
Why  don't  they  christen  them  lords,  or  even  Sir 
Qilliccranky  ? 

He  is  quite  right  when  he  says  that  men  are  lured 
to  some  Highland  hotels  by  these  lying  and  fraudulent 
reports  only  to  find  that  they  have  been  cruelly 
deceived.  But  I  think,  sir,  that  they  should  be  shown 
up,  and  it  is  a  pity  that  no  one  has  thought  of  prose- 
cuting, only,  I  daresay,  the  difficulty  of  getting 
reliable  evidence  is  great.  As  I  have  fished  for  sea- 
trout  but  little,  I  am  unable  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  the  falling  ofi  of  sea-trout  fishing,  but  I  opine  that 
increased  netting  in  the  estuaries,  etc.,  is  the  general 
cause,  and  these  nets  should  be  diminished.  But  I 
must  add  that  when  a  writer  says,  in  effect,  "I  have 
travelled  from  Dan  to  Beersheba  and  found  all 
barren,"  I  cannot  help  smiling.  The  picture  is  too 
dark. 

None  the  less  do  I  simply  rejoice  to  see  a  pen,  with 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  calling  attention 
to  misleading  reports  in  angling  matters  which 
emanate  from  my  dear  old  country,  from  the  capital 
of  which  I  pen  these  lines,  and  I  thank  him  for  his 
advocacy  of  a  cause  which  I  have  pleaded  both 
frequently  and  strongly.  But  till  Robert  Burns's  noble 
wishes  are  realised  I  fear  that  this  evil  will  go  on.  I 
mean  his  glowing  words — 

"  When  man  to  man  the  world  o'er  shall  brithers  be," 
and  a'  that.  That  lack  of  brotherly  feeling  lies  at  the 
root  of  the  evil.  People  who  only  meet,  as  it  were, 
at  the  end  of  a  stick,  cheat  each  other  apparently,  and 
think  it  a  fair  game,  too. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


CROSS  LINE  FISHING. 

Dear  Srn,— Would  you  kindly  give  your  opinion  on 
the  following :— It  is  not  unusual  in  Ireland,  during 
the  May  Ply  dapping  season,  for  two  anglers  on 
opposite  sides  of  a  river  to  join  lines  and  hang  a  May 
Fly  from  them  and  dap  it  over  a  rising  trout.  Can 
this  be  considered  cross  fishing,  and  would  it  be  a 
breach  of  the  fishery  laws?— Yours  truly,  Dap. 

[Where  cross  line  fi.shing  is  prohibited.'and  it  ought 
to  be  everywhere  ;  fishing  from  the  banks  in  this  way 
IS  as  illegal  as  from  boats.— Ei>.] 


A  HINT  FOR  "RAMBLER." 

Dear  Sir,- I  always  read  the  fishing  reports  in 
your  paper  for  information  as  to  the  prospects  of  sport, 
living  as  I  do  twelve  miles  from  the  Thames.  I  have 
often  taken  the  tip  to  take  the  journey  (by  road)  or  to 
withhold  my  hand  from  your  correspondent's  reports, 
and  have  been  thankful  for  the  same.  There  is,  how- 
ever, one  of  your  correspondents,  "  Rambler,"'  with 
whom  I  cannot  agree.  He  is  always  so  terribly  con- 
sistent in  his  reports  of  such  wonderful  fishing  to  be 
had  at  all  times  and  all  seasons  in  the  Lechlade 
waters,  and  particularly  those  of  the  trout  reach. 
However  low  and  bright  the  river  is  everywhere  else, 
it  is  always  in  capital  order  at  Lechlade. 

Now  I  have  fished  the  Lechlade  waters  for  many 
years,  and  they  are  no  better  than  the  other  portions 
of  the  Thames  and  a  great  deal  worse  than  many  in 
low,  dry  seasons,  and  sport  there  the  last  three  or  four 
seasons  has  been  very  poor  except  for  jack  in  the 
winter,  when  I  can  heartily  recommend  this  part  of 
the  river  as  likely  to  reward  a  good  joui-ney. 

There  are  good  fish  there  I  know,  but  it  is  not  the 
paradise  of  a  water  always  in  capital  order  and  fish 
always  hungry  and  anxious  to  be  caught  any  more 
than  are  other  parts  of  the  river  in  seasons  such  as  the 
past.— Yours  faithfully.  Another  Rambler. 

RAVAGES  OF  THE  HERON. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Carpio  "  does  not  at  all  exaggerate  the 
destruction  wrought  by  herons.  Everyone  engaged  in 
pisciculture  is  well  aware  of  the  damage  they  do.  I 
am  quite  certain  that  in  this  district  they  catch  more 
fish  than  all  the  anglers  put  together.  Some  trout 
streams  are  absolutely  depleted  by  them.  They 
usually  work  in  the  early  morning  or  late  in  the 
evening,  and  also  on  moonlight  nights.  They  are  also 
after  the  fish  in  the  daytime  in  secluded  places,  and 
anyone  who  has  watched  their  motions  at  a  distance 
on  a  shallow  trout  stream  has  had  his  eyes  opened  to 
the  biggest  thief  we  have.  But  I  do  not  think  the 
absence  of  small  carp  is  owing  to  the  heron.  The 
bigger  fish  eat  the  eggs,  but  the  greatest  enemy  is  the 
eel.  I  put  400  small  carp  into  a  pond  to  grow  larger 
and  never  saw  one  again,  but  when  netting  I  found  a 
few  big  eels.  These  had  eaten  them  all.  They  also 
went  with  400  golden  orfe  of  the  same  size  (three  to 
four  inches).  The  heron  does  not  take  fish  on  the 
wing,  and  only  operates  in  shallow  water,  so  that  fish 
in  deep  ponds  largely  escape  it.  My  advice  is  to  shoot, 
trap,  and  gorge-hook  all  you  can. — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Fobd. 

Manor  Fishery,  Caistor. 


THE  LATE  MR.  A.  N.  CHENEY. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  cannot  help  writing  to 
concur  with  the  admirable  remarks  you  make  relative 
to  the  sad  death  of  Mr.  Cheney,  New  York  State  Fish 
Culturist.  On  my  tour  of  inspection  of  American  and 
State  fish  breeding  establishments  this  summer  I 
found  Mr.  Cheney  most  kind  in  offering  to  give  me  all 
the  information  he  could  relative  to  his  work  in  New 
lork  State.  He  was  an  enthusiast  in  the  science  and 
practice  of  fish  culture  and  aquatic  biology,  and  his 
sterling  ability  can  only  be  proved  by  bearing  in  mind 
the  number  of  years  he  held  office  under  an  ever- 
changing  Government,  and  where  political  influence 
is  everything  in  obtaining  and  retaining  a  Government 
post. — Yours  obediently, 

,   ,  J-  B-  Feilding,  F.Z.S.,  etc. 

Earl  of  Denbigh's  Fishery. 


THE  NORTH  CORNISH  STREAMS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  must  take  exception  to  your  Bodmin 
report  of  last  week.  I  returned  here  from  Bodmin 
last  Saturday  (Sept.  7),  after  a  fortnight  spent  in 
fishing  north  Cornish  streams,  principally  the  Camel, 
and  can  confidently  assert  that  there  are  not  "  plenty 
of  peel "  in  that  river.  The  portion  below  Bodmin 
Bridge  (which  is  much  polluted)  is  practically  fishlcss, 
save  for  eels,  which  are  too  numerous.  Above  Bodmin 
Bridge  it  is  better  looked  after,  and  there  are  a  feio 
peel  in  the  pools,  and  many  small  trout  (fingerlings 
mostly).  Between  the  pools  the  water  is  too  shallow 
for  a  fish  of  any  size  to  swim  in.  All  the  north 
Cornish  streams  are  exceptionally  low  and  clear  just 
now,  and  sport  is  practically  nil. — Yours  truly, 
Richmond,  Surrey.  E.  Sellon. 


WORK  ON  BRITISH  FISH. 
Dear  Sir,- Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
of  the  most  comprehensive  and  exhaustive  work  on 
the  history  of  British  fish,  both  sea  and  fresh  water. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Gordon  Hooper. 

Dawlish  and  District  Club. 

[Dr.  Francis  Day's  "British  Fishes"  and  his 
"  British  and  Irish  Salmonidio,"  published  by  ]Mr. 
Horace  Cox,  Field  Office,  are  the  modern  standard 
illustrated  works  on  the  subject.- Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — Since  my  last  report  I  have  had  fair 
sport  trolling— the  largest  trout  weighing  41b.  and  pike 
7ilb.  Still  the  cross-lining  continues,  and  the  poachers 
get  bolder.  On  September  2  four  boats  in  line  were 
trolling,  the  weather  too  calm  for  cross-lining,  but 
awaiting  the  change  to  be  at  it.  On  September  3, 
a  strong  easterly  breeze  sprang  up,  and  the  boats 
reappeared  cross-lining;  quite  a  fleet  appeared  on 
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the  lough  searchiug  the  shallows  and  shores  of 
lake  and  islands ;  the  number  of  boats  increased 
to  eight,  including  two  smart,  varnished  ones 
which  I  understand  belong  to  a  man  living  within 
one  mile  of  Oughterard,  where  the  head  water-bailiff 
is  supposed  to  reside.  The  wind  continued  easterly, 
but  the  boats  were  so  near  at  times  that  I  could, with  and 
without  glasses,  see  the  cross-liners  constantly  playing 
fish.  You  see  reports  in  the  Field  and  local  (Irish) 
papers  that  fishing  has  much  improved  on  Lough 
Corrib  since  the  cross-lining  has  been  done  away  with. 
I  understand  that  about  sixty  baits  are  used  on  one 
line  between  a  pair  of  boats,  the  baits  consisting  of 
Hies,  sprats  (small  trout),  minnows,  etc. ;  artificial 
baits  only  when  running  short  of  these.  I  have  seen 
no  water-bailiffs  since  residing  here,  which  has  been 
since  June. — Yours  truly,     E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

Castletown  House,  Lough  Corrib, 
Cong,  CO.  Mayo,  Ireland. 

N.B. — The  weather  has  been  too  rough  since  Sep- 
tember 3.  I  have  seen  no  boats  with  anglers  from 
Oughterard  or  Clonbur  for  a  fortnight.  I  hear  of  no 
salmon  being  caught  except  in  Lord  Ardilaun's  nets 
in  the  Ashford  waters — twenty-nine  being  landed  in 
one  day  in  July. 


WHERE  TO  FISH,  AND  WHAT  TACKLE 
TO  USE. 

Dear  Sir, — One  who  is  about  to  take  up  a  year's 
residence  at  Montreux,  Vaud,  Switzerland,  would  be 
glad  to  know  what  fishing  may  be  had  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, and  what  flies  and  tackle  it  would  be 
advisable  to  take.  Probably  some  of  your  readers  will 
kindly  inform  him. — Yours  truly,       J.  H.  Barton. 

"SOME  NOTES  ON  WORM  AND  MINNOW 
FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER." 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  much  obliged  by  "  Days  of 
Y'ore"  informing  me  where  the  "  Ariel  "  and  "  Cold- 
beek  "  spinning  tackles  are  to  be  procured  which  he 
mentions  in  his  very  interesting  article  on  the  above, 
and  w  hat  is  about  the  length  of  the  minnow  that  he 
recommends  to  be  used  with  these  tackles  ?  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  about  formalin,  which  I  consider  one 
of  the  best  preservatives  we  have,  particularly  if  baits 
are  not  easily  to  be  procured,  and  are  wanted  to  be 
kept  for  a  long  time.  He  states  that  minnows  packed 
in  talt  will  keep  "  for  a  month."  I  have  some  that 
were  placed  in  formalin  and  water  two  years  ago,  and 
they  are  at  the  present  time  quite  bright  and  tough. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that 
trout  will  come  "more  eagerly  at  a  salted  minnow 
than  a  fresh  one." — \''ours  truly,  J.  H. 


FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  tell  me  of  good  roach  and  bream  fishing, 
for  week  end  visits,  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
London.  A  subscription  water  or  lodgings  at  a  mill 
preferred.  I  believe  there  is  good  fishing  in  the 
Loddon,  near  Reading;  also  in  the  Essex  Stour  at 
Dedham,  but  know  nothing  of  the  localities. — Y'ours 
truly,  G.  M. 


"FISHING  AT  TENBY." 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  a  considerable  amount 
of  astonishment  the  letter  from  "  One  who  has  been 
There  "  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  I  have  re-read 
this  production  with  increasing  astonishment,  and 
have  come  to  the  charitable  conclusion  that  it  must 
have  been' written  by  "one  who  has"  not  "been 
there."  The  devil's,  I  mean  the  printer's,  error  spoilt 
.  the  joke. 

It  is  true  there  were  no  red  mullet  in  the  fish  shops 
in  the  month  of  August,  but  conger  were  seen.  I 
have  made  enquiries  about  the  conger  and  find  they 
are  not  "  scaled  "  here  but  skinned  ! 

Fishing  on  Tenby  Pier  has  been  the  diversion  of 
thousands  of  visitors  this  year.  The  pier  is  a  new 
one,  and  consequently  little  known  to  "  One  who  has 
been  There  "  when  the  fish  would  not  bite  I  I  append 
the  catches  -of  a  Mr.  Brown,  of  Salisbury,  published 
some  weeks  ago— one  of  some  hundreds — in  the 
columns  of  another  paper,  as  follows; — July  3,  12ilb. ; 
4th,  gjlb. ;  5th,  5Jlb. ;  8bh,  5Jlb. ;  12th,  S^lb. ;  15th, 
9Jlb.;  18th,  51b.  ;  19th,  21b. ;  20th,  16Jlb. ;  25th,  21b.; 
27th,  8^1b.  ;  .30th,  111b.  These  figures  speak  for 
themselves.  Mr.  Brown's  fish  were  exclusively  caught 
from  the  pier  in  the  evening.  "  One  who  has  been 
There"  may  have  lied,  but  now  could  these  lie  com- 
fortably on  a  postage  stamp  ? 

I  have  been  a  bit  of  a  fisherman  myself  for  a  period 
oE  about  forty  years.  In  my  youth  Jones'  Bay  vied 
with  Waterwynch,  both  being  famous,  the  one  for  red 
mullet  and  the  other  for  flat-fish,  and  since  have 
maintained  that  high  reputation. 

As  regards  the  months  and  times  for  fishing  I  never 
bound  myself  to  months  or  days.  In  my  limited 
experience  I  have  found  that  the  best  time  to  fish  is 
when  the  fish  are  biting.  I  further  conclude  that  your 
correspondent  was  "there  "when  the  fish  were  not, 
and  that  he  was  not  "  there "  when  the  fish  were. 
In  all  fairness  I  cannot  allow  him  to  attack  the 


reputation  of  Jones'  Bay  with  the  dogfish  he  did  not 
catch,  or  to  libel  our  pier,  which  cost  us  £20,000,  with 
his  "  postage  stamps."  "  One  who  has  been  There  " 
may  revel  in  his  fairy  tales,  but  I  commend  him  to 
Jimmy  Wickland  as  his  guide,  and  the  "  tail  of 
Margat's  "  as  the  scene  of  his  future  operations. 

I  have  just  remembered  there  was  a  cockney  angler 
bottom  fishing  with  a  tin  spinner  on  —  patiently 
waiting  for  a  bite.  Of  course  he  waited,  and  if  he  had 
been  a  little  more  patient  he  would  have  been  waiting 
still.  He  icas  "  there,"  but  his  line  being  parallel  to 
the  fishes'  line  by  the  laws  of  mathematics  never 
met.    Expectation  is  the  soul  of  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Natural  Bait. 


FISHING  AT  OUGHTERARD  AND  ENNIS- 

KILLEN,  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  contributor  to  your  paper,  and 
would  be  glad  if  you  could  give  me  particulars  of  any 
good  fishing  which  may  be  had  around  Oughterard 
and  Enniskillen,  Ireland. — Yours  truly, 

A.  H.  Stanbury. 


THE  SLIDER  FLOAT. 
Dear  Sir,— If  ""Slider  Float"  will  refer  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  8  he  will  see  that  I  mention  a 
good  take  of  large  bream  in  the  Wreake,  where  the 
plan  of  allowing  the  worm  to  hang  over  a  water-lily 
leaf  was  adopted. — Yours,  Edwin  Gosling. 


.  NAILS  FOR  WADERS. 
Dear  Sir, — Might  I  suggest  to  your  correspondent, 
"  H.  B."  regarding  the  above,  that  instead  of  using 
nails  in  his  waders  take  a  piece  of  felt  (thick),  cut  out 
the  shape  of  the  sole  and  tack  on  with  small  screw 
nails.  For  many  years  I  used  nails  in  my  waders, 
but  an  old  angling  friend  gave  me  the  hint,  saying  it 
would  save  me  from  many  a  fall,  and  for  four  years 
now  I  have  not  had  a  slip  from  rock  or  stone.  I 
consider  felt  is  by  a  long  way  the  best  for  waders. — 
Yours  tiuly,  Split  Cane. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  LOWESTOFT— PRE- 
SERVED MUSSELS. 

Dear  Sir, — It  was  my  good  fortune  to  peruse  that 
fascinating  and  well  written  epistle  on  lazy,  lovely 
Lowestoft  and  its  sea  fishing,  by  your  correspondent, 
H.  John  Henderson,  in  a  recent  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  My  attention  was  absorbed  for  some  few 
moments  by  the  statement  in  one  paragraph  that 
mussels  cannot  be  used  as  a  bait  when  casting  as  they 
are  too  tender,  but  lugworm,  squid,  live  whelk,  or 
fresh  herring  are  suitable.  Probably  Mr.  H.  John 
Henderson  has  not  as  yet  heard  of  or  seen  any  of  the 
preserved  mussels,  although  several  consignment? 
have  been  sent  there.  These  mussels  are  very  tough, 
stand  any  amount  of  rough  usage,  and  hold  well  to 
the  hook,  and  are  vastly  superior  to  any  other  kind  of 
bait  for  all  kinds  of  sea  fish,  and,  moreover,  they 
are  being  used  as  bait  cut  into  suitable  shapes 
and  pieces  for  fresh  water  fish,  such  as  barbel, 
carp,  tench,  perch,  roach,  etc.  If  Mr.  H.  John 
Henderson  would  like  to  see  and  try  these  preserved 
mussels,  and  will  kindly  forward  his  address,  I  shall 
feel  great  pleasure  in  forwarding  on  samples. — Yours 
truly,  Frank  Gosden. 

460,  Oxford-road,  Reading. 

[We  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  independent  experi- 
ences of  anglers  who  have  used  these  preserved  mussels 
as  to  their  killing  qualities,  etc. — Ed.] 


ROUNDHAY  PARK. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  interest  of  those  Leeds  anglers 
who  might  be  led  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Payne's  specious 
argument  to  defy  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  lioard's 
authority  by  "  fishing  for  trout  or  char "  in  the 
Waterloo  Lake,  Roundhay,  without  the  customary 
rod  licence,  permit  me  to  offer  a  word  of  warning. 
Evidently  Mr.  Payne  has  not  seen,  or  has  failed  to 
notice,  one  very  important  item  in  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice's  decision  in  the  Stead  v.  Nicholas  appeal 
case,  which  should  be  read  along  with  the  extract 
quoted  by  your  correspondent.  The  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  in  giving  his  decision  upon  the  case,  said 
that  (I  quote  from  the  Yorhshire  Post's  report)  "he 
thought  it  was  clear  that  the  water  included  in  a 
fishery  district  must  be  a  river  or  tributary  of  a  river, 
or  in  some  way  connected  with  a  river" — which,  I 
understand,  the  reservoir  in  question  was  not.  Pre- 
cisely what  constitutes  an  "  artificial  reservoir"  does 
not  appear  in  any  report  of  the  case  that  I  have  seen, 
but  from  the  Lord  Chief  Justice's  ruling,  an  "  artificial 
reservoir" — such  as  is  precluded  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  a  fishery  board — mnst  be  something  which  is  not  a 
river,  nor  a  tributary  of  a  river,  nor  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  a  river.  Now  the  Waterloo  Lake  at 
Roundhay  is  not  only  connected  with  the  River  Aire, 
but  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Aire,  inasmuch  as  it 
contributes  its  waters  to  that  river,  being  in  point  of 
fact  merely  a  widened  portion  of  a  stream  flowing  into 
the  Aire,  and  as  such  it  certainly  comes  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board. 

"  Trout's  "  query  concerning  this  matter  was  sent  to 


the  Yorkshire  Weekhj  Post,  and  was  answered  in  that 
paper  on  Aug.  17  in  terms  practically  identical  with 
those  of  your  editorial  reply  on  Aug.  24. — Yours  truly, 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  IRISH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Prom  time  to  time  your  columns  record 
the  successful  "baskets"  of  various  anglers,  and, 
judging  by  my  own  feelings,  those  records  are  invari- 
ably read  with  keen  interest  (and  possibly  just  a  trace 
of  envy)  by  other  "  brethren  of  the  rod  "  less  favoured. 
Hei'e,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  we  have  little  to  com- 
plain of,  for  our  lakes  and  streams  are  well-stocked, 
and  were  it  not  for  the  ravages  of  the  annual  discharge 
of  flax- water  into  the  latter  our  rivers  would  compare 
favourably  with  many  closely-preserved  ones  in  Eng- 
land. However,  it  is  not  of  the  rivers  I  wish  to  write, 
but  rather  to  place  on  record  the  results  of  a  couple 
of  evenings'  fishing  by  a  local  angler  well  known  here, 
namely,  Mr.  Tom  Smyth.  On  June  10,  fishing  in  one 
of  the  Belfast  Water  Commissioners'  Reservoirs,  he 
succeeded  in  hooking,  playing,  and  finally  netting 
five  trout,  beauties,  weighing  respectively  61b.  5oz.. 
61b.  IJoz.,  31b.,  Ijlb.,  and  Jib.— a  total  weight  of 
171b.  lOJoz.  These  were  all  taken  on  the  fly — a 
Fenian  and  an  Alexandra  (tied  by  himself)— on 
No.  11  hooks,  between  7  and  9.30  p.m.  The  two 
largest  fish  constitute  a  record  hero,  I  think,  no  two  of 
equal  weight  having  been  basketed  from  the  "Dams" 
in  one  evening.  The  weather  was  blustery  and 
showery  and  that  probably  did  the  trick.  On  the 
following  evening  the  same  angler  caught  four,  weigh- 
ing 5;Jlb.,  3Jlb.,  Ijlb.,  and  Jib.  He  has  not  since 
repeated  his"wonderful  success,  but  surely  two  such 
"  takes  "  on  fine  tackle  and  small  flies  are  worthy  of 
passing  note.  The  angler's  motto  of  "  Hope  on,  Hope 
ever  "  gets  a  stimulus  from  such  a  record  I  Pishing 
during  the  same  evenings  I  only  managed  to  net  five 
trout,  totalling  i^\h.,  so  all  are  not  equally  blessed  by 
good  fortune.  I  offer  no  apology  for  sending  these 
details,  as  probably  they  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
all  anglers. — Yours  faithfully, 

35,  Royal-avenue,  Belfast.     Harry  R.  Douglas. 

[Very  good  sport  indeed.  Much  obliged  to  Mr. 
Douglas  fur  his  note  about  it. — Ed.] 

WHITE  SWAN  INN,  NECHELLS, 
BIRMINGHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  asking  your  advice  concerning  the 
prosecution  of  persons  poaching  our  rented  fishing 
water.  The  water  in  question  is  lot  to  us  by  a  local 
lady,  a  licence-holder  who  takes  it  from  the  canal  com- 
pany. From  time  to  time  members  of  our  club,  also 
the  water  bailiff,  to  whom  we  pay  commission  on 
tickets  sold,  find  persons  fishing  without  a  ticket,  who 
when  asked  to  produce  one  or  purchase  one  will  do 
neither,  but  promptly  pack  up  their  tackle  and  leave, 
after  fishing  perhaps  two  or  three  hours.  We  have 
posted  up  printed  notices  on  all  the  bridges  in  the 
vicinity,  and  placed  them  in  all  the  public-houses,  to 
the  effect  that  anyone  found  fishing  without  a  ticket 
will  be  prosecuted  ;  we  have  also  had  it  published  in 
several  papers. 

The  question  I  should  like  answered  is— Who  would 
be  the  proper  party  to  initiate  proceedings — the  canal 
company,  the  lady  who  rents  it  from  them,  or  those 
who  in  turn  rent  it  from  her,  and  would  anyone  who 
desisted  after  having  fished  be  liable?  I  may  say  that 
our  notices  do  not  inform  anyone  where  to  obtain 
tickets,  except  those  placed  in  the  public-houses. — 
Yours  truly.  Duck. 

[You  must  find  out  who  is  the  actual  owner  of  the 
fishing  rights,  and  get  authority  from  him  to  stop 
anglers  trespassing  in  the  daytime.  To  stop  anglers 
trespassing  at  night— that  is,  from  one  hour  after  sunset 
to  one  hour  before  sunrise — you  have  only  to  get 
authority  from  the  party  you  rent  the  fishing  from. — 
Ed.] 

OTTER  HUNTING  ON  THE  YORE. 

Dear  Mb..  Editor, — Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
Captain  Buckley  from  Wales  has  killed  three  or  four 
otters  in  the  River  Yoro  during  the  past  week.  On 
Monday  (Sept.  9)  the  meet  was  at  Cover  Bridge,  close 
to  the  junction  of  the  Cover  with  the  Yore,  so  instead 
of  going  fishing  we  all  hurried  down  to  the  rendezvous, 
and  after  a  most  exciting  hunt  of  four  and  a  half 
hours'  duration  a  very  fine  dog-otter  weighing  211b. 
was  killed.  I  was  in  at  the  kill,  and  got  a  piece  of 
otter-skin  which  father  is  curing  for  me.  I  got  my 
feet  wet,  but  I  did  not  fall  in  the  river  like  my 
brother  Charles  did.  He  was  no  worse,  however.  I 
expect  we  return  to  school  in  a  week,  then  it  will  be 
good-bye  to  fishing  for  some  time. — Yours  truly, 

Ivy  Grove,  Middleham.  Jennie  Miller. 

WORM  AND  MINNOW  FISHING,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir,— In  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  7  he  makes  no  mention  of  the  way  in 
which  he  makes  the  worm  "  spin."  Should  be  much 
obliged  if  he  would  enlighten  me  on  this  subject.— 
Yours  truly,  S.  D.  Stamp. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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the  efforts  of  the  society,  which  sixteen  years  ago 
undertook  to  stock  the  rivers  in  its  district.  The 
committee  report  that  success  with  rainbows  has 
not  been  so  marked  as  they  could  desire.  They 
have  done  well  in  the  Mangatainoka,  the  Makuri 
and  the  Makuri-iti,  and  a  few  have  also  been  taken 
in  the  Waikanae  and  the  Hautapu. 


Here  is  a  practical  hint  from  a  very  practical 
angler.  In  a  postscript  to  a  private  note,  writing 
of  a  west  country  chalk  stream,  he  says : — 

"  You  know  these  chalk  streams  in  a  sini 
season  get  concreted  so  hard  that  fish  will 
scarcely  spawn  in  many  places.  So  last  week  we 
dragged  with  a  pair  of  horses  and  an  iron  drag  a 
stretch  of  about  six  hundred  yards,  and  it  proves  a 
wonderful  attraction.  I  counted  one  hundred  and 
twenty  trout,  where  previously  I  had  only  seen 
perhaps  fifty  ;  all  were  small,  nothing  over  i^lh.' 

Owners  of  trout  fisheries  where  the  river-bed 
gets  solid  in  this  way  should  bear  this  hint  in 
mind,  and  prepare  a  spawning  bed  here  and  there. 


Houghton  in  the  Old  Days. 

I  believe  this  note  is  fi-om  a  speech  by  jMajor 
Carlisle  at  the  Fly-fishers'  Club  dinner  some  eight 
or  ten  years  ago. 

"  Some  twelve  or  fourteen  years  since  almost 
any  kind  of  fishing  was  allowed  in  the  Houghton 
water  on  the  Test,  and  we  caught  quite  as  many 
trout  with  the  fly  as  we  do  now,  perhaps  more ; 
and  at  that  time  there  were  but  few  who  were  as 
good  with  the  dry  fly  as  they  are  now.  At  the 
present  time  the  exception  is  to  see  a  man  on  a 
chalk  stream  who  is  not  an  adept.  Then  we 
became  terribly  in  earnest,  and  went  in  for  science, 
which,  I  must  admit,  taught  us  something,  albeit 
we  did  not  seem  to  increase  our  bags  of  trout.  So 
it  has  gone  on  imtil  one  can  almost  fancy  a 
scientific  angler  endeavouring  to  plant  his  fly  with 
its  head  pointing  exactly  'north  by  east  half  east,' 
and  lamenting  that  because  he  did  not  allow  for 
deviation  of  compass,  the  trout  had  risen  to  his  fly, 
but  refused." 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 


BY  THE  EDITOE. 


The  only  consolation  in  this  sad  event  m 
American  history — this  cold-blooded  murder  of  the 
late  President — is  that  the  new  President  is  un- 
doubtedly the  "  right  man  in  the  right  place,' 
first-rate  sportsman,  soldier,  and  statesman. 


I  hope  next  week  to  give  a  picture  of  the  501b. 
salmon  which  Mr.  Ed.  Sturdy  caught  in  the  Vosse 
Eiver  this  season,  and  some; account  of  its  capture, 
which  he  has  been  good  enough  to  write  at  my 
suggestion.  It  will  be  called  "  The  First  501b. 
Salmon  of  the  Century  caught  with  the  Fly." 


The  Fishmongers'  Company  have  printed  for 
distribution  a  very  useful  broadside,  giving  infor- 
mation as  to  the  annual  salmon  close  seasons  for 
net  fishing  in  force  on  July  31  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  It  would  add  gi-eatly  to  the  utility  of 
the  sheet  if  the  rod  fishing  dates  could  be  also 
given. 


Poor  sport  this  season  among  the  salmon  has  not 
been  confined  to  Em-ope.  An  ofiicer  in  our  fleet 
on  the  North  American  station  writes  to  me  on 
Aug.  30  to  say  : — "  Fishing  in  Newfoundland  has 
been  most  disappointing  this  season  ;  the  rivers 
are  full  of  fish,  but  water  so  low  that  they  will  not 
rise  to  the  fly.  American  anglers,  with  all  their 
opportunities,  have  done  very  badly,  so  our  chance 
(limited  to  an  occasional  day)  has  been  a  very  poor 
one." 


The  Wellington  New  Zealand  Acclijutisation 
Society. 

From  the  last  report  of  this  flourishing  and  most 
useful  society,  I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  number  of 
fishing  licences  taken  out  for  the  season  ending 
March,  1901,  was  the  largest  on  record — namely, 
739,  and  produced  an  income  of  ^9527  17s.  6d. 
This  speaks  volumes  for  the  good  sport  afforded  by 


"  Catching  a  Pike  Asleep." 
A  correspondent,  Mr.  J.  H.  Boynton,  sends  mi 
the  following  extract  from  the  Oxford  Times  of 
Sept.  14,  describing  a  most  extraordinary  capture 
of  a  pike,  and  says  he  leaves  remarks  to  me  as  he 
does  not  feel  equal  to  the  task  : — 

'  A  Large  Pike. — The  occasions  upon  which 
fish  are  caught  asleep  are  perhaps  very  rare,  but 
that  they  are  sometimes  caught  napping  was  fully 
demonstrated  on  Monday  last,  when  Mr.  E.  L. 
Angas  lassoed  a  fine  pike  in  Blenheim  Lake.  Mr. 
Angas  and  Mr.  L'Estrange  were  in  a  pleasure  boat 
when  they  observed  a  large  fish  only  a  few  inches 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  water.  Mr.  Angas,  at 
the  suggestion  of  his  friend,  made  a  nooze  with  a 
short  length  of  cord  and  put  it  over  the  pike's  head. 
Up  to  this  time  the  fish  lay  perfectly  still,  but 
directly  the  cord  was  tightened  the  monster  dashed 
about  for  liberty,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  Mr.  Angas  succeeded  in  landing  it.  The 
pike's  mouth  was  covered  with  feathers,  and  it  was 
thought  the  fish  had  just  taken  a  wild  fowl,  and 
was  digesting  it  when  it  allowed  itself  to  be  so 
easily  secured.  The  fish  measured  three  feet  six 
inches  long,  seventeen  inches  girth,  and  weighed 
211b." 

From  the  keen  pike  angler's  point  of  view  this 
was  a  very  wicked,  bad,  naughty  bit  of  poaching  ; 
but  from  these  ordinary  mortals'  point  of  view  it 
was  the  chance  of  their  lifetime  and  they  took  it, 
and  I  don't  blame  them. 

Here  is  one  of  Mr.  E.  Hough's  fish  stories, 
written  a  good  few  years  ago,  but  new  in  this 
country,  and  rich,  too  : — 

"  Didn't  Know  It  Was  On. 
"  It  is  wrong  to  break  the  fish  laws,  of  coiu-se, 
and  -wrong  to  palliate  an  offence  of  this  kind,  but  if 
such  a  crime  has  been  and  gone  and  done  got 
committed,  the  best  we  can  do  is  to  endure  it, 
unless  there  is  something  about  the  circumstances 
of  the  overt  act  sufficiently  funny  to  compel  oxur 
laughter,  as  I  am  half  inclined  to  believe  is  the 
case  in  the  story  told  me  by  Mr.  H.  B.  Whitney, 
of  Phelps,  N.Y.,  about  how  his  respected  father 
caught  a  bass  last  spring  before  the  season  was 
open.  Mr.  Whitney,  jjt're,  was  fishing  in  a  river 
near  the  railway,  and  had  the  fortune,  or  mis- 
fortune, to  hook  a  fine  bass,  which  .at  once  gave 


proof  of  being  a  prize  worth  capturing,  if  only  it 
were  a  few  days  later.  ISIr.  Whitney  determined 
to  stay  there  and  play  that  bass  until  the  season 
opened,  for  he  couldn't  for  a  moment  think  of 
turning  him  loose.  Unfortunately,  just  at  the 
height  of  the  fun,  he  heard  the  rumble  of  wheels 
and  saw  approaching  the  vehicle  of  a  neit,'hbour 
whom  he  Icnew  and  who  knew  him.  Mr.  Whitney 
threw  down  his  rod  on  tlie  grass,  and  putting  his 
foot  on  it  to  hold  it  safe,  pretended  to  be  fixing  his 
boot. 

"  '  Morning,  Whitney,'  called  out  the  neighbour. 
"  '  Morning.' 
"  '  Any  luck  ?  ' 

"  '  No,'  said  Mr.  Whitnej',  pulling  hard  at  the  top 
of  his  boot.  '  They  ain't  biting  at  all,  and  I  was 
just  fixing  to  go  home.' 

"  .Tust  at  this  moment,  as  luck  would  have  it,  the 
bass  made  a  run  for  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and 
coming  to  the  end  of  the  line,  went  flying  out  of 
the  water,  in  full  sight  of  the  man  on  the  bridge. 

"'Jerusalem!  Did  you  see  that?'  cried  the 
neighbour. 

"  '  No,  what  was  it  ?  '  asked  Mr.  Whitney.  The 
answer  was  given  by  the  bass,  which  went  out  of 
the  water  a  second  time,  shaking  his  head  hard  to 
loose  the  hook.  This  time  the  neighbour  saw  what 
was  the  matter,  for  the  rod  was  splashing  in  the 
water  near  the  bank. 

"  '  Didn't  you  know  you  had  a  bass  on  '> '  he  asked. 
"  '  Know  I  had  him  on  '?  '  said  Mr.  AVhitney,  a 
good  deal  irritated  by  the  fellow's  lingering  so  long  ; 
'  why  no,  of  course  I  didn't  know  it.  Do  you 
suppose  a  man  is  going  to  know  when  a  bass  in  on 
his  line  when  it's  five  days  before  the  open  season  ? 
What  do  you  take  me  for  ?  ' 

'  'Well,  neighbour,'  said  the  other,  as  he  grinned 
and  whijjped  up  his  horse,  '  I  must  say  you're  as 
good  a  accidental  bass  fisher  as  anybody  I  ever 
saw.'  "  E.  Hough." 


The  Artificial  Culture  of  Sh.\d  in  the 
Hudson. 

One  of  the  most  encouraging  instances  of  the 
success  of  fish  culture  is  that  of  the  shad  in  the 
United  States.  I  have  often  referred  to  this  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  suggested  that  it  might  be 
worth  while  to  try  to  re-establish  the  shad  in  the 
Thames  when  the  river  gets  pure  enough.  The 
following  particulars  are  from  an  article  the  late 
Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney  contributed  to  Forest  and  Stream 
a  few  weeks  ago  : — 

"  Some  Actual  Facts. 
"  Eecently,  I  had  occasion  to  obtain  from  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission  some  figures  to  be 
used  in  a  paper  to  be  read  before  a  society  of  natural 
sciences,  and  some  of  those  figures  fit  in  here,  and  I 
quote  from  a  letter  I  received  from  Mr.  W.  dc  C, 
Ravenel :  '  The  only  fishery  concerning  which  wo 
have  accurate  data  upon  which  can  be  based  our 
estimate  of  results  attributable  to  fish-culture  is 
the  shad  fishery.  In  1880  the  catch  of  shad  was 
5,164,152,  and  its  value  was  $995,790.  The  follow- 
ing figm-es  show  the  catch  of  shad  each  year,  its 
increase  over  the  catch  of  1880,  and  the  annual 
value  of  the  increase  : — 


1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1896 
1898 


No.  of  shad 
caught. 

8,252,326 
10,210,458 
12,324,106 
12,827,525 
13,124,018 
13,927,730 


Increase  over 
ISSO. 

3,108,174 
5,046,301 
7.159,954 
7,663.373 
8,019,861 
8,823,578 


Value  of 
increase. 
$395,642 
676,402 
782.496 
823,965 
660,050 
466,087 


"  '  The  most  noticeable  featm'e  of  this  comparison 
is  that  the  price  of  shad  has  decreased  to  the  con- 
sumer as  the  catch  has  increased  (from  19  to  10 
cents  each)  and  the  retm-ns  to  the  fishermen  even 
at  the  reduced  price  are  much  greater  than  in  1880.' 

"  The  Hudson  Eiver  has  not  been  a  self-sustaining 
shad  stream  since  it  was  depleted  by  the  shad 
netters  previous  to  the  era  of  artificial  propagation, 
and  there  has  been  a  constant  war  against  the  shad 
men  to  compel  them  by  law  to  take  up  their  nets 
during  a  portion  of  each  week  to  permit  some 
breeding  shad  to  ascend  the  river  and  spawni,  and 
they  have  resisted  every  effort  in  this  direction 
which  was  solely  to  preserve  the  shad  for  the  future 
as  well  as  for  the  present  day.  If  the  Hudson  had 
been  dependent  alone  upon  the  increase  from  the 
shad  of  the  river  there  would  be  fewer  shad  in  tlie 
river  now,  but  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
has  made  generous  contributions  of  shad  fry  from 
the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna  rivers  annually  for 
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planting  in  the  Hudson,  and  thus  the  stock  has 
been  not  only  kept  up,  but  increased.  From  1882 
to  1901,  both  inclusive,  the  shad  in  the  river  have 
furnished  eggs,  which  have  produced  in  the  hatchery 
maintained  by  the  State  of  New  York  52,057,100 
fry  to  be  returned  to  the  ri\  er.  During  the  same 
period  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  has 
contributed  to  the  Hudson  from  other  streams 
108,444,000  shad  fry,  or  more  than  twice  as  many 
as  the  ri\  er  itself  was  able  to  provide,  the  total  of 
160,501,000  shad  fry  being  the  result  of  artificial 
shad  cultiu-e  in  the  hatcheries,  and  all  of  the  eggs 
which  produced  this  great  number  of  fry  would 
have  been  lost  had  they  not  been  rescued  by  the 
State  and  National  Fish  Commissions." 

R.  B.  Maeston. 


AUNDEY:  A  EIVERSIDE  IDYLL. 


The  harsh  crake !  crake  !  of  a  landrail  creeps 
down  with  intermittent  monotony  upon  the  waver- 
ing breeze,  "  borne  aloft  or  sinking  as  the  light 
wind  lives  or  dies."  From  the  hedge-rows  comes 
a  subdued  but  unending  series  of  twitterings  and 
chatterings  and  tiny  quarrellings,  with  an  occasional 
meteoric  burst  of  tinkling  song  from  some  small 
bird  carried  away  for  a  moment  by  exuberance  of 
happiness,  and  forming  the  unobtrusive  accom- 
paniment to  this  orchestral  glitter  is  heard  the 
dreamy  crooning  of  a  mother-dove  in  the  darkness 
of  the  pines. 

In  every  windless  corner  and  bend  of  the  river  a 
"  wailful  choir  "  of  gnats  quivers  in  the  sunlight, 
madly  dancing  their  lives  out  in  a  tiny  circum- 
scribed whirl.  On  a  narrow  spit  of  sand  two 
water  rats,  nervously  alive  to  possible  dangers,  and 
almost  indistinguishable  from  the  brown  silt,  are 
nibbling  at  the  young  shoots  of  straggling  water- 
grasses.  Prt !  here  comes  a  little  waterhen,  alert, 
business-like,  freshly  preened,  and,  with  the  air  of  a 
little  dandy,  picking  its  way  among  the  shivering 
reeds  and  quirking  its  tail  with  little  jerks  as  it 
peers  from  side  to  side  in  busy  importance. 

A  sudden  v/&xiamg  prr-r-t !  and  the  waterhen  is  in 
the  thick  of  the  reeds  ;  a  double  floj) !  soxmding 
almost  simultaneously,  and  two  ever-widening 
circles  on  the  quiet  surface  are  the  sole  remaining 
signs  of  the  water  rats. 

Eound  a  bend  of  the  river  comes  a  quaint  figure, 
walking  with  a  slight  stiffness  that  whispers  of 
rheumatism,  and  plying  a  fishing-rod  industriously 
with  the  delicate  handling  of  an  adept.  A 
flash  in  the  sunlight  as  the  rod  goes  back,  a 
moment  to  let  the  line  swing  out,  and  then  a 
graceful  forward  sweep,  ending  in  a  peculiar  hitch 
of  the  hands  (envy  of  fly-fishers)  that  momentarily 
arrests  the  falling  flies  and  causes  them  to  flutter 
with  exquisite  lightness  on  to  the  water. 

The  bowed  shoulders,  the  weather-beaten  dress, 
the  russet-brovra  face  seem  to  fit  the  picture,  with 
a  suggestion  like  that  conveyed  by  a  gnarled  oak 
or  rugged  moss-grown  rock  in  a  light  and  graceful 
landscape.  One  feels  that  these  sinuous  bends  of 
the  river,  these  daisy-strewn  banks,  these  whisper- 
ing reeds  have  known  immemorially  the  lonely 
figure  in  the  old  coat  grown  greenish  with  age  and 
sun. 

This  is  Aundry.  No  distinguishing  agnomen 
could  more  clearly  convey  his  identity  to  the  entire 
countryside,  and  although  some,  with  supererogatory 
precision,  attach  the  prefix  "Auld"  that  is  an 
affront  to  his  personality,  and  would  be  looked 
upon  by  Aundry  himself  as  an  infringement  of 
courtesy,  for  is  he  not  "  jist  gaun  on  seventy-five  "  ? 

Observant  eyes  of  the  kindliest  blue  look  out 
from  beneath  white  eye-brows ;  the  long,  clean- 
shaven upper  lip  expresses  all  the  Fife  shrewdness 
with  none  of  its  "  nearness,"  and  the  fringe  of  hair 
round  his  face  and  beneath  his  chin  is  immacu- 
lately white,  contrasting  pleasingly  with  the  deep 
brovra  of  his  skin. 

"  Ony  tak'  ?  "  he  shouts,  with  the  cheerfulness 
of  the  day  in  his  voice.  "  Nae  wonder,  awfy  wark 
this.  No  a  baste  'iill  luk  up  ;  there's  jist  an  antrin 
troot  risin'  noos  and  thans."  Nevertheless,  he  is 
in  no  wise  disappointed,  but  sits  down  laboriously 
with  a  grunt  of  growing  senility.  When  he  has 
got  his  pipe  filled  and  is  sucking  at  it  meditatively, 
he  begins  to  deplore  the  degeneracy  of  the  age. 
"  Man  1  things  are  no'  like  what  they  were  forty 
years  sin'.  I've  seen  me  startin'  here  and  fill  my 
basket  by  the  time  I  got  tae  the  keeper's,  and 
timmin'  it  there  and  then  fillin'  it  again  afore  I 
came  tae  the  bridge.    And  no  a  troot  less  than 


hauf  a  pund,  and  whiles  a  great  heap  o'  them  twa 
and  three  punds.  But  ye'll  no'  dae  the  like  o' 
that  noo.  Na !  And  perch  !  Ay,  gret  muckle 
bastes.  I've  seen  me  when  I  was  a  laddie  haulin' 
them  oot  wi'  a  threed  and  a  bent  preen.  Some- 
times they  would  gae  aft'  wi'  the  preen  i'  their 
mooths  and  leave  me  greetin'.  I  was  as  sair  at 
lossin'  the  preen  as  if  it  had  been  a  hook. 

"  Man,  that  used  tae  be  an  awfy  hole  for  big 
troots.  I  mind  I  cam'  up  here  wan  day — it'll  be 
abune  ten  years  sin'  ;  it  was  i'  the  spring  o'  the 
3'ear  when  the  puddicks'  pipes  was  a'  corain'  up, 
and  I  sees  a  great  muckle  troot  lyin'  atower  by  the 
segg  there,  sookin'  doon  a'  the  flees  and  moths  and 
spinnin'-jennies  that  came  flottin'  doon  the  watter. 
Thinks  I,  you're  a  lad ;  sae  I  heaved  atower  tae 
him.  Man,  he  cam'  up  quite  canny  and  lukut  at 
it,  but  he  didna  ofi'er  tae  grup.  He  juist  gaed  his 
tail  a  swurl,  and  awa'  doon  inty  the  deep  pairt. 
Weel,  I  waited  a  wee  and  heaved  ower  him  again. 
Man,  he  cam'  up  like  a  lion  and  gruppit  my  tail 
flee  ;  I  mun  hae  struck  him  sair,  for  he  gaed  a 
stend  (leap)  aff  frae  the  bank,  and  up  he  gaed  tae 
the  head  o'  the  run,  cuttin'  the  water  like  a  knife ; 
then  doon  again  plungin'  like  a  dowg.  I  was  juist 
aboot  oot  the  body  for  fear  he  would  brek  my  cast 
again'  the  muckle  stain  there,  but  by  Gad's  luck  he 
keepit  clear.  He  was  sulkin'  far  doon  for  a  while, 
when  a'  at  wance  he  gaed  a  loup  oot  the  watter 
and  played  slap  up  again'  the  brae.  I  thocht  he 
would  hae  broken  his  neck.  That  fair  donner't 
him,  and  in  a  wee  whilie  I  had  him  lyin'  like  a 
muckle  stab  on  the  watter. 

"  Thinks  I,  you're  as  guid  as  deed  noo,  and  I  was 
juist  drawin'  'm  canny  atower  tae  get  a  baud  o' 
him,  when  he  played  shelp  on  the  watter  wi'  his 
tail,  and  gaed  a  rug  o'  his  held  that  nippit  the  huik 
aff  by  the  bend.  Man  1  I  was  that  wild  I  let  slap 
at  him  with  the  p'int  o'  my  rod,  and  I  ne'er  saw 
him  again. 

"  Weel,  I  sat  doon,  and  was  pittin'  on  a  noo  Hare 
Lug,  when  I  sees  a  hauf-dead  flee  goin'  flutterin' 
aboot  amang  some  froth  that  was  colleckit  in  a 
corner,  and  juist  as  I  was  watchin'  it  tae  see 
what'n  colour  it  was,  a  great  muckle  heid  cam'  up 
through  the  froth  and  sookit  the  flee  doon. 
Thinks  I,  I  hiv'  ye,  my  lad.  I  stretched  oot  my 
rod  and  let  my  tail  flee  trail  i'  the  watter.  Then  I 
gaed  it  twa  or  three  dabs  amang  the  froth,  when 
up  he  cam'  again  and  nickit  it.  I  didna  loss  that 
yin.  Na,  I  fetched  him  doon  tae  a  slialla  pairt  and 
sine  lifted  him  oot." 

He  is  full  of  such  reminiscences  as  these,  told 
with  graphic  simplicity  in  phrases  of  homely 
illumination,  in  their  tone  vaguely  regretful  of  the 
grandiose  past.  The  act  of  recollection  induces  a 
consciousness  of  his  age,  and  he  seems  to  reflect 
with  a  sigh  that  these  exciting  and  spoil-laden 
episodes  can  never  be  lived  again. 

For  him  all  roads  lead  to  the  river.  In  the 
morning  he  is  on  his  way  with  barely  perceptible 
limp  down  the  village  street,  where  every  doorway 
frames  an  inquisitive  housewife  keenly  interested 
in  the  movements  of  her  neighboirrs  or  in  the 
casual  stranger  within  the  gates,  or  shouting  gossip 
in  rising  inflections  across  the  street,  or  scolding  a 
"  girning  "  child  with  stupendous  volubility. 

In  the  evening,  when  the  wind  has  fallen  and 
the  attenuated  shadows  of  the  trees  cross  the  fields 
in  gigantic  strides,  he  is  to  be  found  leaning  over 
the  bridge,  the  chief  place  of  concourse  for  the 
young  men  of  the  village  when  their  day's  work  in 
the  "pits"  is  over,  where  they  "hunker"  on  one 
heel,  after  the  fashion  of  miners,  and  gossip  with 
rustic  fluency,  or  throw  broad  jests  after  the  village 
girls  who  come  to  saunter  and  knit  vivid-coloured 
stockings  or  shawls. 

Aundry  is  of  the  old  school,  brought  up  from 
childhood  in  the  little  village,  in  which  he  looks 
forward  with  composure  to  die,  talking  with  pride 
of  his  travels,  of  his  journey  "  thirty  years  sin'  "  to 
Glasgow,  and  of  his  visit  to  the  cathedral  there, 
where  he  saw  "  auld  veterans  lyin'  wi'  their  stane 
hands  crossed  on  their  breasts,  and  swords  and 
spears  and  a'  kind  o'  concerns  for  killin'  folk  wi'." 

On  the  Sabbath  mornings  he  is  to  be  seen  sitting 
sturdily  straight  in  the  parish  kirk,  more  scrupu- 
lously clean  than  ever,  and  following  the  service 
with  solemn  devotion,  unaware  of  the  tears  that 
roll  down  his  brown  cheeks  when  certain  of  the  old 
Scotch  psalm  tunes  are  sung. 

He  takes  for  granted  that  the  only  possible 
occupation  of  a  leisured  old  age  is  catching  trout 
or  trying  to.  In  his  own  case  he  adds  the  gentle 
art  of  tying  flies,  and  the  marvel  is  how  such 


gigantic,  knotted  hands  can  create  life-like  March 
Browns,  slender  Yellow  Duns,  and  almost  invisible 
Black  Spiders  with  such  delicate  fabrication.  He 
has  a  profound  contempt  for  "  poor  peddling 
dilettantism  "  as  represented  by  those  bait-fishers 
("puddlers"  is  the  scornful  name  by  which  he 
designates  them)  whom  only  a  heavy  spate  entices 
to  the  river's  bank,  and  "  He  doesna  fish,"  dropped 
half  sorrowfully,  half  contemptuously  from  his  lips, 
condemns  a  man  once  and  for  all. 

Daily  he  haunts  the  river,  visiting  the  pools 
where  the  big  trout  lie,  seeming  to  know  the  wary 
veterans  intimately,  and  speaking  of  them  with  a 
familiarity  in  which  can  be  traced  a  kind  of  wonder 
that  they  have  evaded  his  skill  for  so  long. 

"  That  auld  Geordie's  aye  risin'  there  yet.  He 
aye  goes  sulkin'  aboot  that  quiet  corner  where 
there's  nae  wund.  If  he  waits  till  the  wund  gets 
roond  to  the  wast  I'll  ca'  up  his  heels  for  him." 
He  betrays  a  most  uncanny  knowledge  of  the  sex  A 
of  trout  which  he  has  not  yet  caught,  and  refers  to  f 
them  as  "  he  "  or  "  she  "  with  an  air  of  certainty 
that  unfortunately  cannot  always  be  verified. 

Aundry  is  an  optimist,  with  an  added  dash  of 
philosophic  fatalism.  He  finds  prosjiects  of  good 
in  the  most  trying  brightness  or  exasperating  rain,  i 
When  the  river  is  foammg  and  dashing  between  f 
banks  that  can  scarce  retain  the  turbulent  waters, 
with  no  promise  of  sport  to  the  fly-fisher  for  some 
days  to  come,  Aundry  leans  over  the  bridge  in 
utter  contentment  watching  the  hurrying  flood. 

"Halt  a  wee,"  he  says,  with  unimpaired, cheer- 
fulness. "  Y'in  step  at  a  time,  as  the  lawyers  get 
to  heaven.  This  spate'U  clean  oot  the  boddom 
fine,  and  gar  the  troots  feed  like  wild.  Ye'll  see 
we'll  hae  some  dandy  switchers  oot  afore  Fride- 
day." 

Day  after  day  he  whips  the  river  with  Titanic 
patience  and  assiduity.    What  though  that  dour 
eastward  streanj  for  days  in  succession  yields  no 
single  trout  ?    There  is  no  heart -sickness  with  him 
by  reason  of  hope  deferred.    Accomplishing  another  I 
of  those  wonderful  casts,  he  answers  the  grumbler  i 
with  enviable  hopefulness,  "  Halt  a  wee  till  we  get  I 
doon  to  whaur  the  wund's  strikin'  the  watter.    We  ' 
mith  happen  to  come  across  a  daft  ane  1  "    This  is 
the  sum  and  precis  of  his  philosophy.    If  the  more 
rational  trout  succeed  in  eluding  capture,  he  fishes 
on  in  the  patient  and  assured  hope  of  epcountering 
one  sufficiently  "  daft  "  to  be  deceived  by  his  lure. 

Sitting  in  the  shade  here,  and  smoking  with  a 
very  conscious  enjoyment  of  the  savour  of  his 
"  thick  black,"  he  is  suddenly  recalled  to  the 
present  by  that  peculiar  sound  which  a  trout  makes 
in  rising  to  a  fly,  and  which  Aundry  calls  a 
"  plowp."  "  Eh,  man,  did  ye  see  'm  ?  He's  a 
switcher  that.  See  tae  that  again,  the  big  deevil ! 
There's  a  lot  mai'  risin'  up  the  watter.  Man, 
they're  plowpin'  hero  like  wild.  Git  yokit,  laddie, 
get  yokit,  and  let's  see  ye  fill  your  basket." 

Julian  Marx. 


OLD  CHAELIE. 


Poets  and  philosophers  who  indulge  in  dreams 
upon  the  inborn  virtues  of  their  fellow  beings 
should  tarry  in  this  neighbourhood  for  a  short 
span  and  engage  in  a  few  small  commercial  deal- 
ings with  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  the  district. 
At  the  end  of  two  weeks  their  faith  in  human 
nature  would,  I  fear,  be  a  trifle  shaken,  and  after 
four  weeks'  residence  here  they  would  return  and 
compose  satires  and  essays  on  the  instinctive  dis- 
honesty of  the  laboin-ing  classes,  and  the  hopeless 
lack  of  moral  principles  among  watermen  in 
particular. 

Knowing  the  character  of  the  men  in  general  in 
the  district,  we  valued  Old  Charlie  for  his  straight- 
forwardness and  honesty,  though  we  knew  he  was 
a  trifle  grasping  and  invariably  asked  for  a  little 
more  than  was  ofi'ered  him.  If,  for  instance,  one 
gave  him  sixpence  and  an  unstamped  letter  to  post, 
he  would  very  wisely  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  extra  penny  to  defray  postage  had  been 
omitted;  and  when  once  I  presented  him  with  an 
old  suit  of  clothes  he  politely  suggested  that  a  pair 
of  gaiters  and  an  old  hat  would  be  acceptable. 
But  that  we  considered  as  legitimate  business,  which 
marked  him  as  a  man  of  foresight,  and  as,  so  far 
as  we  could  discover,  he  had  never  been  imprisoned 
we  regarded  him  as  a  man  of  high  moral  standing, 
and  that  is  why  he  was  put  on  night  duty  to  guard 
the  trout  when  they  were  up  spawning  on  the 
shallows,  as  we  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  a 
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certain  poacher  would  also  be  up  on  those  shallows 
before  the  season  ended  with  the  object  of  studying 
their  habits,  no  doubt,  which  pastime  seems  to 
possess  a  fascinating  attraction  to  some  men. 

As  a  rule  Charlie  provided  his  own  food,  but 
during  the  spawning  season  we  allowed  him  all 
his  meals  and  an  early  morning  measure  of  rum  to 
warm  him  after  the  dreary  hours  of  darkness,  and 
regularly  every  evening  he  departed  with  a  large 
bottle  of  beer  and  a  basketful  of  food  for  night 
consumption,  and  during  the  daytime  he  was  not 
expected,  of  course,  to  do  any  work.  He  would 
occasionally  toy  with  a  mud  pan,  but  if  we  noticed 
him  attempting  to  while  away  the  time  in  such 
gentle  physical  exercises  he  was  earnestly  requested 
to  forbear  and  to  studiously  apply  his  attention  to 
resting ;  which  instructions  he  conscientiously 
carried  out,  for  the  most  part,  by  peacefully  dozing 
on  a  pile  of  meal  sacks  and  dreamily  watching  the 
extra  temporary  man  doing  what  in  the  ordinary 
state  of  affairs  was  his  own  work,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  he  was  treated  with  the  resf)ect  becoming  a 
martyr  to  duty  which  he  received  with  a  weary 
but  benign  smile  of  a  man  who  knows  his  own 
worth. 

One  very  cold  night,  after  the  trout  had  been  up 
about  a  week,  I  had  stayed  up  vsnriting  rather  later 
than  usual,  until,  in  fact,  the  clock  struck  midnight, 
whereupon  I  put  down  my  pen  and  had  just  lit 
a  candle,  preparatory  to  going  to  bed,  when  the 
thought  of  poor  Old  Charlie  at  the  top  of  the  water, 
alone  with  the  cold,  damp  river  and  the  slimy 
fish,  flashed  across  my  mind,  and  my  heart  went 
out"  to  him ;  I  felt  an  absolute  villain  to  con- 
demn an  old  man  to  such  dreary  hours  of  watching. 
Finally,  I  determined  to  pay  him  a  visit,  so  took 
down  the  storm  lantern,  put  on  a  top  coat,  and 
started  off  to  walk  uj^stream,  taking  a  flask  of  rum 
in  my  pocket  to  cheer  him  up. 

On  reaching  the  top  shallow  where  Charlie  was 
stationed,  I  looked  round  for  him,  but,  to  my 
surprse,  he  was  not  there.  Thinking  that  he  had 
most  probably  gone  home  for  a  minute  or  two  to 
get  warm,  I  steered  for  his  cottage,  which  was 
only  a  short  distance  off,  and  having  arrived  there 
- 1  inspected  it  on  every  side,  but  no  cheerful  light 
issued  from  any  of  the  windows — all  was  perfectly 
still,  and  the  inmates  apparently  asleep. 

I  again  tramped  back  to  the  shallow  and  himg 
about  there  for  nearly  an  hour,  but  Charlie  did  not 
put  in  an  appearance,  so  I  finally  returned  home 
with  strong  suspicions  as  to  the  truthfulness  of 
that  ageH  man's  statements.  I  at  first  felt  exceed- 
ingly indignant,  but  the  humorous  side  of  the 
episode  struck  me  very  forcibly  as  I  remembered 
all  the  sympathy  I  had  given  that  ancient  person 
while  he  was  wrapt  in  profound  slumber  after 
having  partaken  of  a  hearty  supper  at  my  expense, 
and  I  laughed  grimly  as  I  thought  of  the  many 
contented  chuckles  he  must  have  indulged  in  over 
his  cosy  fire  and  the  nightly  bottle  of  free  beer. 
***** 

At  about  half-past  seven  next  morning  Charlie 
turned  up  as  usual  to  claim  his  hard-earned  gill  of 
rum,  and  sank  wearily  down  on  the  pile  of  meal 
sacks,  evidently  tired  out  and  in  a  state  of  utter 
collapse.  I  refrained  from  mentioning  my  mid- 
night visit  to  the  shallows,  and  casually  remarked : 
"  Up  again  all  last  night,  I  suppose,  Charlie  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,  all  the  blessed  night,"  he  said,  with- 
out turning  a  hair. 

"  My  word,  it  must  have  rained  fairly  heavily  at 
^  about  twelve,  to  judge  by  the  noise  on  the  window 
panes  !  I  felt  sorry  for  you,"  I  untruthfully  con- 
tinued, for  the  night,  though  misty,  had  been 
perfectly  fine. 

"  Well,  yes,  I  never  want  to  see  it  come  down 
wurse,  sir  I  But  so  long  as  I  can  do  me  dooty  I 
don't  mind  a  drenchin'  now  and  again  ;  but  I  did 
get  a  bit  wet  lars  night,  and  no  mistake,  and  I  feel 
a  bit  wet  at  the  present  moment,  takin'  which 
inter  cunsiderasion  maybe  you  won't  min'  just 
givin'  me  an  extra  go  uf  rum,  sir  1  "  he  answered, 
with  an  honest  smile. 

Looking  into  his  frank,  open  face  one  would  have 
put  him  down  as  a  true  specimen  of  rugged  honesty 
— a  British  workman  of  the  best  type.  I  was  a 
trifle  taken  off  my  feet  by  his  unhesitating  reply, 
and  felt  inclined  to  believe  that  I  must  have  made 
a  mistake,  and  that  he  had  been  hiding  behind  a 
tree  or  some  other  rural  object,  and  that  it  really 
had  rained  without  my  noticing  it ;  so  I  gave  him 
the  rum  and  said  :  "  Any  one  about  up  there  ?  " 

"  Well — no  one  in  pertic'lar.  Ah  I  but  I  was 
forgettin'  a  couple  of  blokes  from  the  Green  'ow 


came  along  with  nets,  jist  afore  one  o'clock  this 
mornin',  and  wanted  ter  git  them  trout,  but  I  told 
'em  to  clear  off,  which  they  didn't  seem  ter  care 
about  doin',  so  I  jist  swiped  one  of  'em  over  the 
'ead,  and  while  I  was  a-doin'  of  it  t'other  bloke 
comes  up  be'ind  and  pitches  me  inter  pretty  nigh 
ten  feet  uf  water,  and  when  I  got  ashore  they  bof 
made  orf ;  but  lor,  sir,  I  don't  mind  that,  I'm  used 
to 't,"  he  said  in  an  off-hand  tone  which  implied 
that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  being  thrown  into 
ten  feet  of  water  every  night  for  many  years. 

"  That's  strange  !  Isn't  that  the  same  suit  you 
left  here  in  last  night '?  Yet  it  doesn't  appear  to 
be  damp  !  "  I  unfeelingly  observed. 

That  staggered  the  honest  old  fellow  for  a  minute, 
but  to  my  great  admiration,  after  carefully  rubbing 
the  mud  off  his  boots  with  the  sleeve  of  the  tem- 
porary man's  coat  which  happened  to  be  close  at 
hand,  and  spitting  casually  into  the  same  person's 
lunch  basket  and  kicking  the  dog,  which  manoeuvres 
he  indulged  in  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  time  for 
thought,  he  blandly  answered — 

"  Well,  yes,  that  do  seem  sorter  strange,  sir,  but 
yer  see  it  was  like  this  'ere ;  I  was  a-tramping  up 
and  down  the  bank,  a-listenin'  to  the  fish  a-leapin' 
and  jumpin',  till  I  got  that  'ot  I  had  ter  take  orf  me 
coat  and  wiscot,  and  I  'adn't  time  to  shove  'em  on 
again  afore  that  bloke  I  was  a-telling  yer  about 
chucked  me  inter  the  river,  and  I  jist  slipped  up 
'ome  not  a  minute  ago  and  changed  me  trousers 
and  boots  afore  coming  along  down  'ere  to  get  a  bit 
ufer  drink,  which  you,  bein'  every  inch  a  gen'leman, 
are  so  kind  as  to  give  me,  taking  inter  cunsiderasion 
OS  'ow  I  'ave  ter  stay  out  ufer  night." 

"  But  your  shirt  imust  have  got  wet,  too  ?  "  I 
ventured. 

"  Yes,  that  it  did,  sir  ;  I  'ad  ter  change  it,  too, 
sir,  it's  pretty  nigh  ruined,  that  'tis.  Taking  which 
inter  cunsiderasion  maybe  as  'ow  you've  got  an 
old  'un  which  ain't  no  use  to  yer,  but  that  'ud 
come  in  'andy  like  to  a  rough  man  like  meself,  as 
'as  an  old  woman  to  look  after." 

"  Charlie,"  I  said,  solemnly,  "  I  was  at  the  top 
of  the  water  from  half-past  twelve  to  half-past  one 
last  night.  Here's  a  week's  pay  down.  I  don't 
feel  that  I  am  acting  honestly  to  the  public  by 
keeping  the  possessor  of  so  much  talent  frittering 
away  his  time  in  mud  throwing.  You  should  take 
up  politics  or  write  for  the  newspapers." 

A  brave  man  knows  when  he  is  beaten.  Charlie 
picked  up  the  money  without  the  slightest  hesita- 
tion, said  "  Thank  yer,  sir,"  touched  his  cap 
respectfully,  and  disappeared  —  not  "  into  the 
night,"  for  it  was  still  early  in  the  morning,  but 
behind  the  swinging  doors  of  "  The  Jolly  vVngler  " 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road. 

Herman  A.  Moroney. 


A  BAD  FINISH  OF  A  BAD  SEASON 
IN  THE  NOKTH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

There  seldom  was  such  a  crush  of  anglers  into 
the  north  as  there  is  at  present,  and  there  never 
was  so  little  for  them  to  do.  But  they  are  getting 
tired,  and  no  wonder.  Day  after  day  the  same 
sickening  state  of  matters  meets  their  expectant 
gaze — long  stretches  of  shingle  and  dried-up  streams 
— and  they  are  beginning,  one  after  another,  to 
drop  off  and  seek  other  fields  and  pastures  new  for 
their  pent-up  energies.  With  another  week  or  so 
of  the  present  spell  of  drought  and  there  will  be 
plenty  of  October  fishings  in  the  market  and  to 
spare,  whereas  a  month  ago  not  a  square  foot  could 
be  had  for  love  or  money.  Should  such  be  the  case 
it  would  be  very  risky  for  anyone  to  invest  any- 
thing beyond  a  mere  nominal  price  on  the  off- 
chance  that  the  last  few  days  of  the  season  might 
prove  better  than  the  prospects  presently  warrant ; 
but  at  the  very  best  inland  fishings  should  not  be 
looked  at,  as  they  cannot  now  be  worth  a  brass 
farthing,  unless  it  be  for  fish  already  in  the  river. 
The  season  is  too  far  spent  for  fisheries  beyond 
twenty  miles  or  so  from  the  sea  partaking  in  any 
fresh  run.  The  rivers  are  so  foul  with  aquatic 
vegetation,  algae,  etc.,  that  it  will  take  a  week's 
good  scouring  out  before  they  are  cleared,  sweetened, 
and  brought  into  angling  trim,  and  this  time  has 
to  be  counted  off  the  season,  come  the  flood  when 
it  may.  A  lower  beat  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Spey,  etc., 
may  pay  well,  although  only  the  last  fortnight  of 
the  season  should  prove  fertile  of  sport ;  but  more 
than  this,  it  would  be  useless  to  venture,  so  that 
practically  on  the  middle  and  upper  waters  the 


salmon  season  is  already  as  good  as  closed. 
The  amount  of  poaching  which  is  now  being 
carried  on  beats  all  description.  "  It's  an  ill  wind 
that  blows  nobody  good,"  and  the  poaching 
fraternity  never  had  a  better  chance,  and  they  are 
making  the  most  of  it.  The  market  is  open  to 
them,  and  the  cold  store  at  their  service.  The 
officers  are  no  doubt  doing  their  duty  as  well  as 
experienced  men  can  do,  but  they  cannot  cope 
with  the  evil.  It  is  a  very  difficult  thing  for 
half-a-dozen  men  to  watch  night  and  day  a  dozen 
miles  of  river  and  as  many  miles  of  coast,  for  as 
much  poaching  goes  on  on  the  coast  as  in  the  river 
itself.  To  satisfy  our  curiosity  on  this  head  we 
took  a  spin  along  to  a  point,  which  meantime  shall 
be  nameless,  a  few  days  ago,  and  after  an  hour  in 
hiding  saw  three  salmon  fishers,  who  are  meantime 
supposed  to  be  off  duty,  or  at  any  rate  off  the  sea, 
deliberately  set  and  haul  a  herring  net  across  the 
mouth  of  a  small  sea-trout  stream  and  creel  about 
401b.  of  fine  finnock  and  sea-trout.  It  would  serve 
no  good  purpose  to  give  up  the  names,  and  as  we  are 
not  interested  otherwise  in  getting  the  parties  into 
hot  water.  It  is  other  people's  business  and  they 
can  attend  to  it ;  but,  nevertheless,  here  is  a 
deliberate,  barefaced,  scandalous,  open-handed  piece 
of  robbery  done  by  men  professionally  trained  to 
the  trade  in  the  height  of  the  day,  and  to  add  insult 
to  injury  the  fish  are  iced  up,  boxed,  and  despatched 
to  the  firms'  representatives  in  Edinburgh  or  Glas- 
gow as  if  the  whole  thing  was  a  legal,  regular 
business  transaction.  It  is  bad  enough  when  the 
city  slummer  sneaks  out  of  an  evening  and  snatchs 
a  fish  or  two,  but  for  the  professional  fisherman  to 
engage  in  such  traffic  is  a  little  steep.        G.  M. 


SALT  WATER  FISHING  AND  A 
TUEN  AT  THE  SALMON.* 
{Continued  from  ]:age  175.) 

The  second  day  of  our  rest  proving  a  very  fine 
one,  and  our  limbs  being  still  too  stiff'  and  our  feet 
too  sore  to  admit  of  walking  to  any  great  extent, 
we  were  induced  by  the  glowing  accounts  of  Donald 
to  try  the  salt-water  fishing.  Accompanying  him, 
therefore,  down  to  a  small  group  of  buildings  close 
to  the  beach,  amongst  which  (there  being  two  or 
three  cottages  of  dependants)  we  found  a  species  of 
storehouse,  wherein  were  oars,  sails,  anchors,  and 
everything  requisite  for  boating,  the  boats  them- 
selves lying  on  the  beach  ready  for  use.  Wc 
selected  one  of  moderate  size,  suited  for  four  oars, 
and  enlisting  in  our  service  a  lad  with  a  very 
knowing  look,  who  lived  in  one  of  the  cottages  hard 
by,  we  speedily  launched  our  vessel,  and  when 
Donald  had  brought  down  the  requisite  tackle  wc 
stepped  on  board  from  a  pier  of  nature's  own 
making,  and  each  taking  his  oar,  began  owe  voyage. 
Our  destination  was  a  rocky  promontory,  jutting 
out  into  the  sea,  on  the  far  side  of  the  loch,  and 
about  four  miles  distant.  The  water  there,  Donald 
said,  was  deep,  and  at  the  flowing  tide  fish  were 
"  imco  many." 

The  weapons  of  om  warfare  were  somewhat 
curious  :  a  rod  consisting  of  two  very  i^tiff  pieces  of 
hazel,  spliced  so  as  to  make  a  whole  about  six  feet 
long,  and  a  line  about  eight  feet  in  length,  made  of 
horsehair,  clumsily  twisted  together,  but  sufficiently 
thick  to  be  very  strong.  On  this  line,  at  intervals 
of  about  a  foot,  were  fastened  by  trebled  gut  large 
white  fly-hooks,  three  or  four  in  number.  The 
mode  of  fishing  was  also  new  to  us.  The  rod  was 
thrust  into  the  water,  close  beside  the  boat,  in  a 
vertical  position,  head  downwards,  so  as  to  cause 
the  flies  to  float  about  a  couple  of  feet  below  the 
surface,  and  held  in  that  position  while  the  boat 
continued  its  motion. 

Arrived  at  the  i^romontory,  Walter  and  I  armed 
ourselves  with  the  tackle  above  described,  and, 
leaving  Donald  and  his  coadjutor,  Angus,  to  row 
slowly  forward,  we  took  our  seats  on  the  opposite 
sides  of  the  boat,  thrust  our  rods  down  in  the 
approved  manner,  and  anxiously  waited  the  event. 
We  foimd  it  more  difficult  than  we  had  anticipated 
to  hold  our  rods  vertically  against  the  force  of  the 
cun-ent,  and  our  arms  soon  began  to  ache  rather 
unpleasantly  ;  and  as  we  tried  patiently  for  some 
time  without  success,  we  began  to  fear  that  either 
we  had  misunderstood  Donald  or  that  he  had  been 
making  a  wrong  use  of  English  in  his  descriptior  s 
of  the  sport  to  be  expected.  But  just  as  Walter 
had  begun  to  hint  his  suspicions  to  this  effect,  he 

*  From  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Con«-ay. 
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was  agreeably  surpriseil  by  a  jerk  at  his  rod,  and 
he  quickly  pulled  into  the  boat  a  very  lively  fish, 
about  a  foot  long,  which  Donald  pronounced  a 
"  cuddy,"  At  the  same  instant  I  felt  one  on  my 
line,  and  before  I  could  get  him  into  the  boat  a 
second  had  hooked  himself.  For  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  or  more  we  were  both  occupied  in  constantly 
pulling  these  little  fellows  wriggling  into  the  boat, 
frequently  two  at  a  time.  At  first  we  found  it 
amusing,  but  the  interest  subsided  as  they  became 
so  numerous,  and  when  we  had  caught  nearly  two 
score  between  us  Walter  handed  his  rod  over  to 
Angus,  and  himself  took  an  oar.  I  was  about  to 
follow  his  example,  and  exchange  occupations  with 
Donald,  when  a  most  vehement  tug  at  my  rod, 
which  had  nearly  carried  it  bodily  away,  once  more 
aroused  my  energies,  "Whether  it  were  a  whale 
or  a  porpoise,  or  what,  I  could  not  tell,  but  he 
was  hooked  securely,  and  fought  most  savagely. 
It  was  like  having  a  salmon  on  one's  hook  with  no 
winch  or  line  to  let  out,  and  had  not  the  tackle 
been  very  good  indeed  it  must  of  necessity  have 
given  way.  Kowing  was  now  suspended,  and 
Walter  rose  from  his  oar  to  watch  the  progress  of 
the  contest.  After  diving,  plunging,  pulling 
obstinately,  and  trying  every  device  for  nearly  ten 
minutes,  my  fish  gi-adually  gave  in,  suffered  himself 
to  be  drawn  alongside,  and  Donald  lifted  him 
exxiltingly  into  the  boat.  He  proved  to  be  what  is 
here  called  a  "  lithe,"  though  what  his  proper  name 
may  be,  I  do  not  know.  His  length  was  a  little 
under  a  yard,  and  Donald  said  he  would  weigh 
eight  pounds. 

Walter  now  returned  to  his  rod,  in  the  hopes  of 
catching  a  fish  of  the  same  sort  and  size  as  mine, 
and  as  we  had  during  the  struggle  imperceptibly 
drifted  away  with  the  tide,  we  at  once  pulled  back 
to  the  spot  where  I  had  hooked  him.  Donald  was 
sure  that  where  there  had  been  one  there  would  be 
more,  and  so  it  proved,  for  we  had  scarcely  passed 
the  place  when  at  the  same  instant  both  the  rods 
were  tried  to  the  utmost  by  a  repetition  of  the 
same  plunging,  diving,  and  obstinate  pulling.  We 
kept  up  the  tight  for  some  time,  as  before,  and 
most  exciting  sport  it  was.  Walter,  however,  had 
secured  his  fish,  and  laid  him  gasping  in  the  bottom 
of  the  boat,  while  mine  was  still  resisting  as 
obstinately  and  showing  as  much  play  as  ever. 
Indeed,  we  began  to  think  that  I  should  never  gain 
the  mastery,  while  each  moment  threatened  the 
rupture  of  my  tackle.  But  at  length,  by  dint  of 
patient  perseverance  and  cautious  dealing,  which 
called  forth  the  expression  of  praise  from  Donald, 
"  'Deed,  sir,  but  I  dicLaa'  ken  ye  could  angle  the  like 
o'  that,"  I  drew  in  my  antagonist,  and  found 
to  my  astonishment  that  instead  of  one  lithe  there 
were  two,  each  fully  as  large  as  my  first.  The 
obstinacy  of  the  struggle  now  no  longer  surprised 
us  ;  the  only  wonder  was  that  the  tackle  had  held 
good.  W  alter's  fish  was  scarcely  so  large  as  my 
first.  We  continued  this  for  about  an  hour  longer, 
and  then,  as  the  tide  turned,  we  gave  it  up.  We 
had  each  caught  another  lithe ;  and,  on  counting 
our  fish,  we  found  that  we  had  fifty-six  cuddies  and 
five  lithe,  weighing,  by  Donald's  calculation,  alto- 
gether not  far  short  of  1001b.  On  the  whole,  then, 
we  were  very  much  pleased  with  the  day's  sport, 
which  had  more  than  satisfied  our  greatest  expecta- 
tions. The  lithe,  especially,  were  a  most  agree- 
able surprise  ;  and  I  think,  with  a  good  rod  and 
fine  tackle,  they  would  afford  sport  equal  to  that  of 
any  salmon.  Few  anglers,  therefore,  need  be  with- 
out enjoyment ;  the  sea  is  open  to  every  one,  and 
I  am  told  that  there  are  plenty  of  these  fish  on  all 
the  rocky  parts  of  the  coast ;  so  that  those  who 
are  debarred  from  salmon-fishing  need  only  tm-n  to 
the  lithe,  and  find  amusement  equally  good.  We 
now  set  our  faces  towards  home,  or  rather  our 
backs,  for  we  began  to  pull  manfully  against  the 
ebb  of  the  tide.  We  had  occupied  about  an  hour 
in  coming,  but  on  returning  we  found  the  current 
much  stronger,  and,  in  consequence,  for  some  time 
made  but  little  way,  when  suddenly  our  stroke 
(Donald)  snapped  his  oar,  and  we  were  left  with 
only  three  remaining  to  make  our  way  across  the 
loch,  not  far  short  of  four  miles,  with  a  strong 
current  against  us.  This  was  but  a  gloomy  pros- 
pect for  us,  imequal  as  we  had  been,  even  at  start- 
ing, to  any  great  exertions ;  and,  to  make  matters 
worse,  the  sky  was  clouding  ;over,  a  slight  breeze 
had  sprung  up,  which  promised  to  be  greater,  and 
we  could  see  that  the  centre  of  the  lech  was  much 
more  turbid  than  when  we  crossed  it  in  the  mcra- 
ing.  There  was  nothing  for  it,  however,  but  to 
malie  the  attempt  and  do  our  best. 


The  third  morning  being  tolerably  fine,  though 
varied  by  an  occasional  shower,  we  drove  to  a  river 
called  the  Frothay  to  fish  for  salmon.  This  river 
is  only  about  a  mile  in  length,  running  from  a  fresh- 
water loch  down  into  the  sea.  It  would  be  a  most 
excellent  salmon  river,  were  it  not  for  the  fisher- 
men at  the  mouth,  who  net  it  so  indefatigably  that 
scarcely  a  fish  can  ascend  the  stream  except  during 
a  flood.  At  such  times,  if  there  be  a  great  body  of 
water,  they  come  up  in  great  numbers,  and  the 
very  best  sport  may  be  had.  Throughout  its  whole 
extent  it  is  one  continued  succession  of  rapids  and 
falls,  the  stream  bowling  its  way  along  a  rocky  bed, 
huge  boulders  constantly  impeding  its  course,  and 
high  cliff's  rising  abruptly  on  either  side,  so  abruptly, 
indeed,  and  so  close  to  the  water's  edge,  that  the 
angler  can  in  some  places  only  make  his  way  very 
cautiously  by  steps  cut  in  the  rock.  Altogether, 
from  the  bold  character  of  the  scenerj%  as  well  as 
froni  the  rapidity  and  tiu-bulence  of  its  Maters,  the 
Frothay  forms  the  beau  ideal  of  a  Highland  stream, 
and  I  am  acquainted  with  no  river  along  whose 
course  I  could  ramble  ^ith  greater  enjoyment. 

{To  be  continued.) 


A  NEW  AUTOMATIC  FOLDING 
SEAT. 


Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  137,  St,  John- 
street  road,  E,C,,  send  us  an  entirely  new  folding 
seat,  which  appears  to  be  a  most  ingenious  im- 
pi'ovement  on  anything  hitherto  in  use.    As  will 
be  seen  from  the  illustration,  it  much  resembles 
the  old-fashioned  wooden  stool.     Here,  however, 
the  similarity  ends,  as  the 
failings  of  the  old  wooden 
/  ^^ti^iiy  seat  are  overcome.  The 

\  /  seat  is,  with  the  excep- 

\  \    /  tion  of  the  webbing,  made 

\  \  /  entirely  of  non  -  rusting 

ro.oi^o^seAT.  metal,   with   a  very  in- 

genious     centre  spring, 
/    \\  which  sjDrings  the  stool 

/       \  \  vciio  position  and  keeps  it 

/  OPEN  r*  \  fixed;  the  bottom  part  of 

/  \        the  legs  are  kept  in  place 

— '   "^-At/        three  nickel  bars,  which 

's^yy     ITT      I  ■    close  up  inude  when  col- 

ci-osED  lapsed.     The  advantages 

claimed  for  the  new  seat 
comprise,  amongst  others,  the  following  :  The  web 
covering  is  fixed  to  the  legs  by  adjustable  nickle  stud 
I^lates,  and  is  therefore  always  in  position,  the  trouble 
of  fixing  the  webbing  to  legs  is  overcome,  and  the 
webbing  lasts  considerably  longer.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  fixing  spring  in  the  centre  cannot  be 
affected  by  moisture,  or  that  any  part  will  warp. 
One  of  the  best  points  of  the  seat  is  the  nickel 
bars,  which  help  to  prevent  any  one  leg  sinking  too 
deep  into  soft  ground,  and  without  warning  col- 
lapsing under  the  user.  Instead  of  three  sharp 
legs  as  supports  a  flat,  substantial  foundation  is 
obtained.  The  seat  folds  into  a  very  compact 
parcel  measuring  only  twenty-one  inches  long, 
with  a  girth  of  three  inches,  weighs  18^oz.,  and 
costs  3s.  6d. 


ABOUT  FISHING  IN  NEW 
ZEALAND. 


We  have  received  from  the  Government  Lands 
and  Survey  Department,  Wellington,  New  Zealand, 
a  very  well  got-up  compilation,  entitled  "  New 
Zealand  :  Notes  on  its  Geography,  Statistics,  Land 
System,  Scenery,  Sports,  and  the  Maori  Race," 
by  Mr.  R.  A.  Loughnan,  who  has  done  his  work 
well  and  added  some  attractive  illustrations. 
The  following  extract  is  from  the  chapter  on 
"  Trout,"  and  is  a  sj^lendid  testimonial  to  the  value 
of  artificial  culture  of  fish,  the  best  the  world  has 
to  show : — 

Trout. — Thirty-five  Tears  ago  there  was  not  a 
trout  in  New  Zealand,  from  one  end  to  the  other. 
To-day  the  majority  of  the  rivers  in  the  North  and 
Middle  Islands  are  regularly  fished  by  an  aggregate 
of  anglers  numbering  some  two  thousand  five 
hundred.  Each  of  these  streams  is  known  in  every 
detail.  There  are  hotels  which  depend  largely  on 
the  fisherman  ;  camping-places  abound  in  the  midst 
of  romantic  scenery;  railways  and  coaches  make  | 


every  river  accessible,  and  the  fisherman  can  buy 
everything  required  for  the  gentle  art.  There  is, 
taking  in  all  the  trout  streams,  an  enormous  range 
for  the  angler,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  free, 
the  foreshore  of  the  rivers  having  been  for  the  most 
part  reserved  from  sale ;  of  the  balance,  there  is 
little  that  is  not  accessible,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
for  the  asking.  In  every  centre  it  is  is  easy  to  get 
information  of  all  kinds  required  by  the  fisherman — 
of  the  fish  and  their  habits  ;  of  the  comparison 
between  the  fish  of  different  rivers  ;  of  the  natural 
and  artificial  flies  and  bait  to  be  used,  and  the 
season  for  the  same  ;  of  the  state  of  the  rivers, 
whether  good  or  bad  for  fishing ;  and  of  every  other 
thing  it  is  desirable  for  the  fisherman  to  know. 

There  is  a  distinction  between  the  big  rivers  (the 
snow  rivers  of  the  colony)  and  the  small  rivers  (the 
rain  rivers).  In  the  former  the  fish  are  large,  and 
their  taking  requires  strong  tackle  and  a  spinning 
bait ;  whereas  in  the  other  the  fish  are  smaller, 
and  take  readily  to  any  fly  at  all  resembling  the 
flies  in  their  habitat.  The  snow  rivers  of  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  Middle  Island  are  the  Clarence, 
northern  Waiau,  Hurunui,  Waimalcariri,  Rakaia, 
Ashburton,  Rangitata,  Waitaki,  Clutha,  Mataura, 
Oreti,  and  the  southern  Waiau.  The  most  exciting 
sport  is  found  in  the  estuaries  of  the  snow  rivers, 
when  the  big  fish  (61b.  to  121b.),  ranging  near  the 
surf  of  the  ocean,  dash  freely  at  the  spinning- 
minnow  and  kindred  lures.  The  sport  is  not  with- 
out its  dangers,  for  sands  are  shifty,  shingle  spits 
are  treacherous,  and  currents  amazingly  swift  often 
where  the  river  bottom  is  boulder  strewn,  and 
waves  of  unusual  size  come  sweeping  in  at  times 
from  the  ocean  surf  with  appalling  suddenness. 
But  it  has  its  compensation  in  "  big  baskets,"  and 
in  the  exhilaration  of  the  despei-ate  struggles  with  ' 
the  heavy,  lively  fish  fresh  run  from  the  sea.  At 
the  Rakaia  Mouth  (Canterbury)  baskets  are  re- 
corded of  eight  fish,  weighing  8Slb. ;  thirteen, 
1471b. ;  forty-four,  3471b.,  etc.  The  same  sport  is 
to  be  had  at  the  mouth  of  every  snow  river  from 
the  Waiau-ua  of  Noith  Canterbury  to  its  name- 
sake the  Waiau  of  western  Southland.  The  only 
variation  is  in  the  size  of  the  fish,  which  are 
smaller  in  the  smaller  rivers,  such  as  the  Rangitata 
and  Mataura. 

These  rivers  are,  in  the  South  Island,  the  main 
outlets  of  the  great  watershed,  being  therefore  fed 
by  numerous  tributaries  on  their  way  to  the  sea. 
The  northern  Waiau-ua  drains  halt  the  eastern 
watershed  of  the  Spencer  Mountains ;  the  Rakaia 
and  Rangitata  take  the  streams  that  drain  the  first 
eastern  section  of  the  watershed  of  the  Southern 
Alps ;  the  Waitaki  takes  another  and  much  larger 
section — that  which  drains  into  the  lakes  Tekapo, 
Pukaki,  and  Ohau,  which  are  each  in  their  turn 
drained  into  the  Waitaki,  the  river  receiving  two 
main  tributaries  in  addition — namely,  the  Ahuriri, 
from  the  Otago  side,  and  the  Hakataramea,  from 
that  of  Canterbury,  each  a  collector  in  turn  of  many 
subsidiary  streams.  The  Clutha  is  an  outlet  of  an 
even  larger  lacustrine  system  (Lakes  Hawea, 
Wanaka,  and  Wakatipu) ,  with  numerous  tributaries, 
of  which  the  richest  in  feeders  is  the  Pomahaka. 
The  southern  Waiau  is  another  drainer  of  lakes, 
those  of  western  Otago  (Te  Anau  and  Manapouri), 
also  with  many  tributaries  from  the  mountain 
systems  around  them.  In  the  lower  waters  of  this 
river  in  one  day,  six  fish  weighing  89Ib.  (heaviest 
22ilb.)  once  fell  to  one  rod.  Another  landed  861b. 
in  two  hours.  Three  rods  got  5601b.  in  one  week. 
The  Oreti  (the  "New  River"  of  Invercargill)  is 
another  snow  river,  and,  though  smaller,  has  in  its 
larger  estuary  a  grand  feeding-ground  for  the  big 
fish,  which  here  and  elsewhere  prefer  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  sea,  and  are  in  consequence  in  the 
pink  of  condition  and  fighting  "  fitness."  Baskets 
of  over  .501b.  weight  are  here  common  enough.  The 
record  is  given  of  one  fisherman  taking  four  in  a 
morning,  of  121b.,  121b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  each :  total 
431b. 

The  tributaries  of  these  great  water  systems, 
many  of  them  rain  rivers,  are  simply  charming 
trout  streams,  and  there  are  many  rain  rivers 
besides. 

The  varieties  acclimatised  are  brown  trout,  Loch 
Leven,  Fontinalis,  and  Scotch  burn  trout. 

The  big  lakes  of  the  alpine  chain  are  all  full  of 
trout,  and  occasionally  one  is  netted  weighing 
281b.,  while  from  15lb.  to  201b.  is  a  very  common 
size.  Light -pink  in  colour,  these  fish  are  very  fine 
eating.  Food  is  so  abundant  and  the  water  so 
clear  that  they  defy  all  attempts  at  capture  save 
by  netting.    In  the  Walcatipu  and  Lake  Hayes  the 
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fish  are  intercepted  by  nets  on  their  way  into  the 
rivers. 

In  the  North  Island  trout  are  acclimatised  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Auckland  to  Cook  Strait,  the 
southern  rivers  being  better  stocked  than  the 
northern.  The  acclimatisation  societies  are  working 
hard  to  equalise  matters,  and  they  receive,  as  the 
other  societies  do  everywhere  else,  substantial  help 
from  the  Government.  A  fairly  large  proportion 
of  the  fish  ill  the  North  Island  are  rainbow  trout 
and  American  brook  char,  both  these  varieties 
thriving  better  in  the  warmer  climate.  The  other 
varieties,  however,  mentioned  as  acclimatised  in 
the  Middle  Island  abound  and  preponderate. 

In  conclusion,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
throughout  New  Zealand  a  vast  quantity  of  water 
suited  to  the  Salmoui/hr,  and  that,  as  is  frequently 
remarked  by  not  only  colonists  but  also  by  visitors 
who  have  come  with  rod  and  line,  everywhere 
throughout  that  well-stocked  region  the  most 
fastidious  angler  can  find  sport  and  scenery  un- 
equalled in  any  other  country  of  the  Pacific. 

The  season  is  from  October  to  April— in  some 
districts  beginning  in  the  middle  of  September,  in 
others  lasting  till  the  end  of  April.  The  licence 
costs  a  sovereign,  and  there  is  reductions  for  ladies, 
and  boys  under  sixteen.  The  British  angler  wOl, 
of  course,  bring  to  the  sport  all  his  equipment  of 
experience.  Nevertheless,  he  will  find  that  he  has 
many  things  to  learn  about  the  habits  of  the  local 
fish.  For  instance,  the  New  Zealand  trout  feed 
less  on  the  surface,  and  do  not  rise  as  quickly  to 
the  fly  as  English  fish  do.  But  upon  all  these  points 
information  is  plentiful  and  readily  obtainable. 

As  before  remarked,  road  and  rail  make  every 
trout  stream  accessible.  It  need  only  be  added  that 
everywhere  hostelries  or  accommodation-houses 
abound,  where  the  angler  can  get  comfort,  infor- 
mation, supplies,  and  transport. 


THE 


AVALL-EYED  PIKE, 
PIKE-PEECH. 


OE 


The  wall  -  eyed  pike  (SUzostedion  vitreum, 
Mitchill)  is  a  member  of  the  perch  family,  and 
many  years  agone  Izaak  Walton  said  : — 

"  The  peamh  is  a  very  good  and  a  very  bold- 
biting  fish.  He  is  one  of  the  fishes  of  prey  that, 
like  the  pike  and  trout,  carries  his  teeth  in  his 
mouth,  which  is  very  large;  and  he  dare  venture 
to  kill  and  devour  several  other  kinds  of  fish."  .  .  .  . 
"  And  you  may  observe,  that  they  are  not  like  the 
solitary  pike ;  but  love  to  accompany  one  another 
and  march  together  in  troops." 

This  description,  old  as  it  is,  fits  well  the  wall- 
eyed  pike,  for  this  fish  is  predaceous,  is  an  eager 

'biter  and  gamy  fighter  (especially  in  streams), 
almost  always  is  found  in  schools  of  greater  or 
lesser  numbers,  and  as  a  fresh-water  fish  has  few 
superiors  for  the  table— its  flesh  beipg  firm,  flaky, 
white  and  of  excellent  flavour.  In  view  of  these 
admirable  qualities,  'tis  passing  strange  that  little 
—comparatively  speaking— is  said  regarding  this 
fish  by  writers  upon  angling  topics,  although  many 
are  constantly  eulogising  sport  with  the  salmon, 
the  trout,  the  bass,  and  other  gamy  fresh-water 

•  fishes. 

The  wall  eyed  pike  is  widely  distributed  through- 
out the  waters  of  North  America,  being  found  in 
more  or  less  abundance  in  the  region  of  the  Great 
Lakes,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  north  to  Assiniboia  ; 
east  to  Vermont,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
south  to  Georgia,  especially  common  in  many 
sections  northward,  and  is  known  in  various 
localities  by  other  names— pike-perch,  glass-eye, 
yellow  pike,  blue  pike,  jack  salmon,  white-eye, 
and  at  some  points  on  the  Great  Lakes  as  pickerel 
-r-a  rank  misnomer.  Some  excuse  can  be  found 
forgiving  to  the  fish  the  name  "salmon,"  as  is 
done  upon  some  streams  where  there  are  no 
Salmonukf,  notably  on  the  Ohio  Eiver  and  its 
tributaries,  in  the  Susquehanna  and  the  tributaries 
of  the  Mississippi,  for  of  the  wall-eyed  pike  an 
enthusiastic  angler  and  admirer  once  said  :  "  Look 
at  this  beautiful  fish  I  as  symmetrical  in  form  as 
the  sahnon.  Not  a  fault  in  his  make-up,  not  a 
scale  disturbed,  every  fin  perfect,  tail  clean  cut,  and 
his  great  big  wall-eyes  stand  out  with  the  life-like 
glare  so  characteristic  of  the  fish."  Its  colour  is 
yellowish,  shading  to  dark  on  the  back  and  almost 
white  on  the  under  part,  with  several  irregular- 
shaped  dark  blotches  above  the  lateral  line  ;  the 
anterior  dorsal  fin  is  flecked  with  short,  horizontal, 
dark  dashes,  from  the  body  almost  to  the  tips  of 


the  erected  spines;  the  broad,  powerful  tail  is 
similarly  marked  ;  while  the  rear  dorsal  has  lateral 
rows  of  similar  dashes  of  darker  colour,  the  dashes 
being  perpendicular  to  the  erected  rays  of  the  fin. 

The  weight  of  the  wall-eyed  pike  does  not  often 
exceed  101b.,  and  oftencr  it  runs  from  lib.  to  41b. 
or  rAh.,  but  instances  have  been  recorded  of  speci- 
mens which  weighed  201b.  to  301b.,  and  Genio  C. 
Scott  stated  that  one  which  weighed  nearly  riOlh. 
was  taken  years  ago  in  the  Kentucky  Kiver,  by 
Dr.  Buel.  In  quiet  waters,  where  the  fish  is  not 
so  gamy,  some  anglers  use  a  bait  bass  rod  and  reel 
and  a  float,  the  bait  a  live  minnow,  which  will  be 
taken  with  avidity,  as  the  wall-eye  is  a  predaceous 
feeder  upon  smaller  fishes,  and  sometimes  so  ultra- 
cannibalistic  as  to  feed  upon  its  offspring.  In  swift 
streams  the  spoon-hook,  or  slices  of  fish  flesh 
trimmed  and  placed  on  the  hook  so  as  to  spin  well, 
will  be  found  effective.  Years  ago,  one  angler 
published  the  fact  that  during  more  than  twelve 
years  he  had  angled  in  the  lakes  and  streams  of 
Wisconsin  for  the  wall-eyed  pike,  with  the  artificial 
fly,  and  that  no  fish  had  furnished  him  better  sport. 
It  havmg  taken  the  fly  as  readily  as  the  bass  or  the 
trout,  but  in  his  experience  it  had  not  proved  so 
enduring  a  fighter  as  the  bass.  A  fly  rod  weighing 
five  to  nine  ounces,  a  bass  fly  and  a  four-foot 
leader  are  suited  to  this  type  of  the  sport. 

Many  waters  in  Wisconsin  afford  fine  sport  with 
the  wall-eye,  and  some  anglers  claim  that  when 
taken  in  swift  waters  they  are  as  full  of  fight,  and 
show  as  much  strength  and  endurance  as  any  fresh- 
water fish— excepting,  always,  that  prince  of  finny 
prizes,  the  brook  trout.  In  lakes  the  angler's 
ordinary  method  is  trolling  with  rod,  reel,  and 
spoon-hook  along  the  sandbars  and  sometimes  off 
the  edges  of  weed  beds,  for  many  a  goodly  wall-eye 
has  been  taken  in  that  manner  when  the  angler  was 
out  to  lure  the  mascalonge.  In  deeper  water, 
where  the  larger  pike  often  lie,  the  still-fisher  will 
find  effective  a  live  minnow,  placed  near  the  bottom, 
and  a  strip  of  tough  white  skin  and  flesh  from  the 
under  part  of  a  pickerel  or  other  fish,  when  drawn 
well  below  the  surface  with  short,  successive  jerks, 
is  ofttimes  a  killing  lure.  On  the  streams,  casting 
into  the  white  foam  below  a  dam  or  into  swift 
water  below  the  mouth  of  a  tributary,  using  the 
spoon-hook,  a  fin,  or  a  piece  of  fish  such  as  just 
described,  will  furnish  tlie  caster  with  remunerative 
sport  shall  he  find  there  a  school  of  wall-eyes.  And 
let  the  reader  not  forget  our  previous  contention — 
that  the  wall-ejed  pike  is  one  of  the  most  delicate 
and  finely  flavoured  of  fresh.- water  fishes.— 
American  Angler. 


THE  COSTA. 


The  trout  season  is  on  the  wane,  and  with  the 
advent  of  autumn  angling  enthusiasts  are  making 
preparations  to  try  conclusions  with  the  frolicsome 
grayling. 

Most  anglers  will  have  heard  tell  of  the  far- 
famed  Costa,  and  those  who  have  fished  its  excellent 
stretches  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  grayling  streams  to  be  found  in  any  of 
the  shires. 

Unlike  the  southern  chalk  streams  the  bed  of 
the  Costa  enjoys  an  unlimited  growth  of  plant  life, 
upon  which  its  finny  inhabitants  thrive  well. 
Of  a  uniform  depth,  and  with  no  rocky  beds  to 
traverse,  this  renowned  Yorkshire  stream  has  little 
rough  water,  but,  nevertheless,  maintains  a  rapid 
course,  and  being  scarcely  twenty  feet  wide  at  its 
broadest  parts,  and  with  scant  cover  on  its  banks, 
the  angler  has  to'  ply  his  art,  as  it  were,  in  a 
stealthy  fashion. 

3Ioreover,  it  is  seldom,  if  ever,  discoloured  by 
heavy  rains,  and  thus  is  not  likely  to  mar  the  snort 
of  the  fly  fisher.  ^ 

The  sporting  rights  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Costa  Angling  Society,  which,  I  believe,  recognises 
eleven  inches  as  the  standard  measurement  for 
trout;  but  with  regard  to  grayling  it  makes  no 
stipulation,  leaving  the  question  of  size  to  the 
angler's  conscience.  In  fact  the  Costa  has  up  to 
the  present  never  been  a  successful  trout  stream, 
and  with  the  object  of  seeing  some  return  for  the 
continued  stocking  of  yearlings,  the  club  encourages 
its  members— providing  it  is  done  in  a  sportsman- 
like manner — to  thin  the  ranks  of  the  grayling. 

However,  with  little  fear  of  a  "  slaughter  of  the 
innocents,"  one  can  secure  a  \  ery  respectable  creel 
of  fish,  some  of  which  will  lift  up  the  pound  weight 
on  the  scales  in  a  ^■ery  undignified  manner.  Sir. 


Schroeder,  of  York,  I  understand,  holds  the  record 
for  thirty-three  grayling  weighing  '221b.,  taken  in 
one  day  from  the  Costa.  The  riparian  owners  on 
the  stream,  of  whicli  there  is  a  goodly  number, 
have  privilege  tickets  allotted  to  them  which  they 
distribute  amongst  their  angling  friends. 

It  is  a  typical  fly  water,  and  on  clear  days,  after 
a  frequency  of  frost,  its  surface  is  animated  with 
rising  fish.  I  need  scarcely  enumerate  all  the  flies 
employed  in  grayling  fisliing,  as  we  are  all  more  or 
less  conversant  with  them,  so  I  will  just  suggest 
that  the  angler  should  include  Bradshaw's  lied 
Tag  in  his  cast ;  it  will  kill  where  others  fail. 

I  remember  once  having  been  broken  by  a  fish 
which  had  taken  my  only  Bed  Tag,  and  whilst 
turning  over  the  leaves  of  my  fly-book  deploring 
the  absence  of  another,  the  keeper  who  was 
attending  me  pulled  out  his  red  cotton  handker- 
chief and,  cutting  a  small  piece  off  at  the  hem, 
advised  me  to  place  it  on  the  hook. 

Selecting  a  Snipe  and  Yellow,  I  forced  the  tiny 
bit  of  cotton  fabric  over  the  barb,  and,  strange  to 
say,  this  rude  imitation  met  with  unexpected 
success.  Verily,  there  is  no  accounting  for  the 
vagaries  of  grayling. 

Well,  my  red-letter  day  in  the  annals  of  grayling 
fishing  was  on  my  first  visit  to  the  (,'osta,  and  of 
that  I  will  write. 

(Jne  morning  the  post  brought  me  a  very  pressing 
invitation  from  a  friend  to  fish  with  him  on  the 
following  day. 

"The  grayling  are  on  the  move,"  he  wrote. 
"  Pack  your  valise  and  come  over  to  York  '  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  even  sooner'"  (one  of  his 
many  facetious  expressions). 

Such  an  opportunity  was  not  to  be  missed,  so 
putting  together  a  few  necessaries  I  arrived  at  my 
destination  in  due  course. 

At  9  p.m.  my  host  advised  me  to  seek  my 
virtuous  couch,  in  order  to  rise  refreshed  on  the 
morrow. 

"  Why  1  what  time  do  we  start  ?  "  I  asked. 
"  The  train  leaves  for  Pickering — a  journey  of 
thirty  miles— at  4.20  a.m.,  and  therefore  we  must 
breakfast  at  3.30  a.m." 
"  Bather  early,  is  it  not '?  " 

"  By  no  means,"  replied  my  friend,  after  which  I 
was  peremptorily  ordered  to  bed. 

To  rise  at  such  an  unearthly  hour  on  a  dark 
and  chilly  morning  in  late  October  is  not  a  very 
cheering  prospect  to  look  forward  to,  the  very 
thoughts  of  which  are  more  likely  to  banish  sleep 
than  induce  it. 

Such  meditations  occupied  my  brain  until  late 
into  the  night,  and  when  the  dreaded  summons  to 
arise  appeared  I  protested  loudly  and  had  to  be 
forcibly  dragged  out  of  the  bed's  seductive  folds  ere 
I  would  make  an  effort  to  dress. 

Dawn  was  just  beginning  to  break  when  we 
steamed  into  Pickering  Station,  and  save  for  a 
yawning  porter  on  the  platform  we  never  en- 
countered a  single  soul  as  we  tramped  up  the  village 
street  on  our  way  to  the  Costa.  There  had  been  a 
sharp  frost  overnight  which  made  our  ears  tingle 
and  gave  our  noses  a  suspiciously  alcoholic  tinge, 
but  soon  the  sun  loomed  through  the  clouds  and 
diffused  its  grateful  warmth,  making  every  blade  of 
grass  sparkle  with  its  appearance. 

Once  in  sight  of  the  stream  we  forgot  the  dis- 
comforts of  early  rising,  and  with  hopes  ele\  ated 
to  the  utmost  commenced  to  fix  our  rods  up.  On 
account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  stream  it  was 
impossible  with  success  to  fish  together,  so  my 
friend  made  a  division  of  the  water,  offering  me 
the  choice,  after  which  we  separated. 

In  addition  to  flies  we  had  provided  ourselves 
with  worms  and  gentles,  but  as  I  deemed  it  full 
early  to  commence  with  the  fly  I  decided  in  favour 
of  the  latter.  , 
Using  a  tiny  red-tipped  float  attached  to  a  fine 
silk  undressed  line  I  floated  the  bait  downstream, 
playing  out  the  line  from  the  reel  with  the  hand, 
and  at  the  slightest  tremor  of  the  float  (for  grayling 
have  a  perplexing  habit  of  tugging  at  the  bait)  I 
struck  gently. 

Now  and  then  the  float  would  travel  forty  and 
even  fifty  yards  away,  but  I  never  allowed  it  to  go 
beyond  my  control.  As  soon  as  I  had  any  doubt 
about  it  so  doing  I  immediately  reeled  "up  and 
commenced  the  swim  anew. 

Many  a  good  fish  has  been  lost  through  letting 
out  too  much  line  and  allowing  it  to  lie  in  coils  on 
the  surface,  for  it  is  impossible  when  striking  to 
gather  up  the  slack  line  and  float  simultaneously, 
and  although  it  is  only  a  fraction  of  a  moment 
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that  ensues  between  the  communication  that 
fraction  is  all  suthcient  for  the  fish  to  eject  the 
bait.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  angler 
must  be  in  perfect  touch  with  his  float  from  the 
tip  of  the  rod,  and  experience  will  teach  him  what 
distance  he  may  allow  it  with  safety  to  travel. 

In  the  first  hour  I  had  caught  seven  fish, 
averaging  three  to  the  pound,  but  soon  afterwards 
I  met  with  heavier  fish.  Towards  noon  sport 
slowed  down  considerably,  and  after  slipping  the 
net  under  a  fish  which  had  given  me  a  lot  of  trouble 
by  frequently  fouling  the  weeds,  I  was  glad  to 
cease  hostilities  for  refreshment. 

Lunch  over,  I  turned  my  fish  out  of  the  creel 
and  counted  nine  and  a  half  brace,  and  then 
sitting  down  again,  intending  to  change  my  cast  in 
favour  of  the  fly,  I  suddenlj'  fell  asleep,  in  which 
dormaunt  state  I  must  have  remained  over  two 
hours,  for  on  a\^akening  I  discovered  that  there 
was  bai-elj'  time  to  catch  the  return  train  arranged 
upon.  Pulling  myself  together  and  grabbing  my 
tackle,  I  sprinted  for  the  station,  which  I  reached 
just  as  the  train  was  signalled. 

My  friend's  catch  exceeded  mine  by  three  brace, 
the  best  fish  of  which  had  been  taken  with  fly. 
Back  in  York  and  seated  in  easy  armchairs,  each 
enjoying  an  after-dinner  cigar,  we  discussed  the 
merits  of  grayling  rivers  generally,  but  finally  gave 
the  palm  to  the  Costa. 

Our  surroundings  were  indeed  very  fishy,  for  the 
walls  of  my  host's  sanctum  are  graced  with  well 
set-up  specimen  fish,  consisting  of  grayling  from 
the  Costa  and  pike  from  Hornsea  Mere.  Each 
one,  of  course,  has  a  history,  which  its  captor  pre- 
sented to  me  in  a  most  charming  and  instructive 
manner.  Brown  Owl. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES. 

(From  the  "  Boole  of  the  Boach"  hy  the  late 
J.  Geeville  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  176.) 

CHAPTEE  YTL.— continued. 

It  is  not  generally  known  that  in  some  rivers 
roach  are  commonly  fished  for  with  the  artificial 
fly  during  the  summer  months.    In  the  Bedford- 
shire Ouse,  in  particular,  some  capital  bags  of 
roach  are  often  thus  made,  and  I  know  one  or  two 
anglers  who,  when  they  visit  the  river  in  hot, 
summer  weather,  consider  a  fly  rod,  with  reel,  line, 
cast,  and  a  few  flies,  sufficient  tackle  to  take  with 
them.    The  best  sport  is  obtained  on  sunny  days, 
when  there  are  large  white  clouds  about,  which 
may  now  and  again  obscure  the  sun.    It  is  while 
the  sun  is  thus  temporarily  shut  out  that  the 
roach  take  the  fly  most  eagerly.    I  have  referred 
to  this  method  of  fishing  in  the  opening  chapter. 
With  regard  to  the  rod,  a  single-handed  and  not 
too  limber  rod  can  hardly  be  improved  on.  The 
line  should  be  of  dressed  silk,  rather  heavy,  but 
tapered  for  the  last  five  yards.    The  cast  should  be 
about  two  and  a-half  yards  in  length,  and  tapered 
to  a  fine  point.    Flies  with  red  hackles  I  find 
usually  kill  best,  but  on  some  days  the  roach  seem 
to  prefer  a  black  fly.    I  have  been  most  successful 
with  the  Governor.    A  gentle  or  two  on  the  point 
of  the  hook  is  an  additional  attraction  ;  but  its 
great  charm  is  that  when  a  roach  seizes  the  fly 
under  water,  as  it  usually  does,  it  keeps  hold  of  the 
fly  longer  than  if  no  gentle  was  there.    Not  a  bad 
plan  is  to  tie  a  pair  of  wings  on  a  small  hook,  and 
thread  on  a  gentle  to  form  the  body.    But  in  that 
case  a  bristle  must  be  whipped  on  the  hook  shank 
to  keep  the  gentle  in  its  place.    With  regard  to 
the  size  of  flies,  large  ones  are  used  on  the  Ouse. 
I  did  well  on  that  river  with  small  flies,  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  size  of  fly  was  not  im- 
portant if  the  fish  were  feeding  and  did  not  see 
the  angler.    I  have  never  seen  roach  rising  freely 
to  the  natural  fly,  nor  have  I  caught  them,  as  I 
have  dace,  with  the  dry  fly.    The  roach,  when  on 
the  shallows,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  always 
take  the  fly  under  water,  perhaps  looking  upon  it 
as  a  glorified  freshwater  shrimp,  or  something  of 
the  kind.    The  whole  secret  of  catching  roach  with 
the  fly  consists  in  not  striking  until  the  fish  has 
the  fly  in  its  mouth.    It  is  best  to  cast  the  fly 
straight  to  the  spot  where  I'oach  are  seen,  or  sup- 
posed to  be,  and  then  draw  the  flies  slowly  through 
the  water.    If  the  fish  are  feeding,  they  follow  the 
flies  for  a  few  yards,  causing  a  wave  to  come  over 
the  shallow.    But  the  wave  does  not  indicate  a 


rise  or  bite.  The  angler  should  be  careful  not  to 
strike  until  he  sees  his  line  begin  to  straighten  out. 
I  do  not  e\ev  remember  a  roach  really  rising  to  my 
flies.  Eudd  may  be  caught  in  much  tiie  same 
manner,  but  one  cannot  strike  too  quickly  for 
dace ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  these  bright,  lively  little 
fish  will  rise  well  to  a  dry  fly  even  when  the  wet 
fly  is  useless.  I  have  never  been  successful  when 
using  the  fly  for  roach  in  deep  water,  but  have 
taken  them  when  it  was  as  much  as  four  feet  in 
depth.  The  better  the  day  the  better  the  sport, 
as  a  mle.  The  difficulty  is,  when  fishing  a  shallow, 
to  keep  o\;t  of  sight  of  the  fish.  Hence  it  is  often 
desirable  to  cast  a  very  long  line. 


CHAPTEE  VIII. 

thames  punt  fishing  tackle,  etc. — thames  bank 
angling  —  nottingham  style  —  scientific 
ground-baiting  in  all  its  branches. 

Fishing  in  Sharp  and  Heavy  Waters,  as  the 
Thames. — Here  the  conditions  are  very  difl'erent  to 
those  previously  described.  We  have  swims 
ranging  from  four  to  ten  feet  in  depth,  of  a  sharp 
and  sometimes  turbulent  character,  which  require 
a  style  of  tackle  and  method  of  fishing  peculiar  to 
themselves.  It  should  be  understood  that  swims 
of  every  kind  and  character  can  be  found  in  the 
Thames,  and  that  our  author  refers  to  the  general 
character  of  those  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river. 

This  fishing  will  be  divided  into  punt  fishing  and 
bank  fishing. 

Punt  Fishing. — In  this,  as  in  all  other  angling, 
light  tackle  is  a  sine  qua  non,  and  whoever  employs 
the  best,  finest,  and  most  appropriate  implements 
will — all  things  being  alike — be  most  successful. 

The  rod  we  prefer  for  this  work  should  be  light 
and  handy,  but  rather  more  elastic  than  the 
traditional  roach  rods,  and  should  spring  regularly 
nearly  down  to  the  butt.  They  are  mostly  made 
of  bamboo,  with  wooden  tops. 

The  running  line  should  be  of  very  fine  silk, 
either  twisted  or  plaited. 

The  reel  must  be  moderately  large,  and  free 
running.  We  prefer  the  Nottingham  line  and  reel 
for  this  purpose,  but  they  are  objected  to  by  many 
anglers  on  account  of  their  sometimes  over  running, 
a  circumstance  arising  not  from  any  initial  fault  of 
the  contrivance — which  is  cheap,  simple,  and 
ingenious — but  from  the  inexperience  of  the  man 
attempting  to  use  it.* 

The  weight  of  a  line  fit  for  roach,  dace,  and  any 
fish  up  to  two  or  three  pounds  in  weight,  need  not 
exceed  two-and-a-half  or  three  drachms  per  hundred 
yards.  One  fit  for  barbel,  perch,  or  chub  would  be 
from  six  to  twelve  drachms.  The  drachm  here 
mentioned  is  the  avoirdupois  drachm,  used  only  in 
the  silk  trade,  and  of  which  there  are  sixteen  to  the 
ounce.  These  lines  we  speak  of  appear  to  be  a 
speciality  of  Nottingham,  those  made  at  other 
places  seldom  equalling  them  in  the  quality  of  silk 
or  regularity  of  twist,  great  care  being  necessary  to 
regulate  exactly  the  tension  of  the  forward  and  back 
twists,  the  reverse  of  this  being  the  cause  of  kinks 
and  snarls,  particularly  in  very  fine  lines. 

The  bottom  Ime  commonly  employed  is  usually 
a  three-yard  length  of  gut,  tapering  a  little,  and 
fine  drawn  towards  the  bottom. 

The  float  is  made  of  a  long,  thin  stratum  of  cork, 
covering  a  large  porcupine  quill,  with  a  quill  cap 
near  the  top,  and  a  second,  or  small  loop  of  brass 
wire,  near  the  bottom.  This  is  what  is  generally 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Thames  float,  and  is 
well  adapted  for  roach  and  barbel  fishing  in  strong 
streams. 

The  hooks  used  are  generally  Nos.  9  to  10  in  size, 
tied  upon  gut,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  large 
split  shot  are  nipped  on  to  the  line  a  foot  to  fifteen 
inches  above  the  hook.  A  shot  often  has  to  be 
placed  within  about  four  inches  of  the  hook. 

The  all  but  universal  bait  is  the  gentle,  which, 
when  well  scoured,  stands  the  wear  and  tear  better 
than  anything  else.  Paste  baits  are  useless  for 
float  fishing,  from  the  str9ng  current.  If  made  up 
according  to  directions  in  the  chapter  on  baits  they 
can  be  used  in  a  very  cinsiderable  current. 

(To  he  continued.) 

*  These  reels  are  now  iiiafie  with  optional  checks,  hnt  lui  check 
is  so  good  as  tlie  gentle  pressure  of  the  finger  on  the  rim  of  the 
reel. 


American  Books. — A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  Loudon. 


A  HOLIDAY  AT  WEYMOUTH. 


An  old  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Joseph  Davis,  called  on 
me  to  know  if  I  could  make  my  holiday  synchronise 
with  his.  I  asked  him  how  long  he  should  be  away, 
and  where  he  thought  of  going.  He  said  he  should  be 
away  for  three  or  four  weeks,  and  intended  to  combine 
pleasure  with  business.  (It  may  here  be  stated  that 
Mr.  Davis  is  the  representative  of  a  large  firm  of 
publishers  in  Red  Lion-court,  Fleet-street,  who  publish 
at  least  a  dozen  weekly  papers  and  other  journals.)  I 
told  him  he  was  a  lucky  fellow ;  that  my  ways 
were  not  his  ways  ;  and  that,  much  as  it  would  have 
delighted  mo  to  accompany  him,  I  was  compelled  to 
decline.  However,  as  his  "  business  "  took  him  to  the 
various  seaside  towns  and  fishing  places,  he  promised 
to  give  me  a  few  lines  as  to  the  sport.  Mr.  Davis  has 
for  many  years  been  an  ardent  sea-fisher,  and,  true  to 
his  promise,  sends  the  following  account  of  his 
"  outing." 

"  Dear  Drag, — I  said  I  would  let  you  know  my 
experience  of  the  fishing  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  get 
round  the  coast  towns  I  was  about  to  visit.  Well,  I 
travelled  from  Herne  Bay,  calling  at  all  coast  towns 
as  far  as  Weymouth.  From  there  I  received  a  mandate 
to  visit  the  east  coast,  starting  at  Lowestoft  and 
working  round  to  Scarborough.  Then  across  to  Black- 
pool and  Southport,  but  at  no  x^lace  could  I  find  the 
splendid  sport  I  had  at  Weymouth.  I  left  there  on 
July  24,  having  arranged  so  as  to  put  a  week-end 
in  at  that  delightful  watering-place.  On  the  morning 
I  left  I  caught  six  dozen  splendid  bass.  The 
thought  occurred  to  me,  '  What  better  place  to 
spend  my  annual  sixteen  days'  holiday  ? '  Echo 
answered  '  None  I  '  So  to  Weymouth  once  more 
I  went,  arriving  there  on  the  eve  of  Aug.  10, 
and  up  to  Monday,  Sept.  2,  have  enjoyed  the  most 
delightful  sport.  The  mullet  (grey)  happily  were 
feeding  well,  and  my  creel  was  more  than  filled.  On 
one  day  I  took  thirteen  splendid  fish  at  one  sitting  (or 
standing)  that  is  independently  of  the  bass  which  does 
not  count  for  much  when  a  lib.  or  21b.  mullet  can  be 
landed  ;  still  it  affords  satisfaction  to  the  ardent  angler. 
I  do  trust  that  your  readers  will  be  able  to  give 
Weymouth  a  trial  if  their  holidays  have  not  been 
spent  elsewhere.  To  those  who  like  fishing  from  a 
boat  splendid  sport  can  always  be  had  near  the 
Dolphins  and  inside  Portland  breakwater.  But  the 
whole  of  my  time  was  speut  amongst  the  bass  and 
mullet  to  be  found  in  the  harbour  and  backwater. 
The  backwater  bridge  has  become  such  a  famous  spot 
for  successful  angling  that  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  ]  1, 
nearly  a  hundred  rods  could  be  seen  flashing  in  the 
sunlight.  To  me  it  was  a  grand  sight,  which  appeared 
to  be  of  great  interest  to  the  passers  by  who  crowded 
round  to  see  a  fish  landed.  This,  of  course,  was  found 
to  be  an  obstruction  by  some,  who  communicated  their 
complaint  to  the  police,  the  head  of  which  sent  out 
the  mandate  that  all  fishing  must  cease  from  the 
Westham  (or  backwater)  bridge.  So  on  Thursday 
morning  Constable  Marsh,  with  great  courtesy,  was 
obliged  to  order  all  away,  when  a  general  winding  in 
took  xslaoe,  the  click  of  the  winoh  though  was  not  so 
smart  as  one  hears  occasionally,  leading  a  visitor  like 
myself  to  the  conclusion  that  the  men's  hearts 
were  against  leaving  their  favourite  haunt.  Now 
I  ,  can  hear  you  muttering  '  what  did  old 
Davis  do  under  these  circumstances  ? '  Well ,  of 
course,  I  fished  on,  and  am  proud  to  say  that  two 
other  anglers  stood  by  me,  but  our  names  were  taken 
for  report  atid  summons.  Undaunted  by  threats  of 
blue  papers  I  called  a  meeting  of  anglers  at  the  Bridge 
Hotel  (which  ought  to  be  renamed  the  Anglers' 
Retreat)  for  7  p.m.  the  same  evening,  in  the  meantime 
calling  on  the  wise  and  intelligent  Mayor,  asking  that 
he  would  be  good  enough  to  receive  a  deputation  of 
anglers  (visitors  and  residents)  to  protest  against  the 
privilege  of  fishing  from  the  bridge  being  taken  from 
them.  Yes,  he  would,  at  9.30  Friday  morning.  So  on 
Friday  morning  at  9.25  ten  good  men  and  true  were 
waiting  to  be  received  by  Weymouth's  illustrious 
Mayor  to  plead  for  protection  against  the  somewhat 
arbitrary  conduct  of  the  head  of  the  police.  We  did 
not  plead  in  vain  ;  our  reception  was  everything  that 
could  be  desired.  I  had  to  see  the  Mayor  at  12 
o'clock  to  get  his  reply,  which  was  :  '  Go  on  and  fish 
six  days  out  of  the  seven,  make  things  as  pleasant  as 
possible,  and  may  good  luck,  fine  weather,  and  genial 
sunshine  add  to  the  enjoyment  of  your  stay  at 
Weymouth.' — Yours  fraternally,  "J.  Davis." 

[According  to  the  Soutlwrn  Times,  the  visit  of  Mr. 
Davis  to  Weymouth  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
an  angling  association.  Mr.  Alfred  G.  Rowoll,  who 
convened  a  meeting  for  tliat  purpose,  is  sanguine  of 
success.  Upwards  of  thirty  have  already  signified 
their  intention  of  becoming  members,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  association  will  shortly  muster  one  hundred 
strong.  Dr.  Moore  has  been  elected  president,  Mr. 
A.  H.  Roberts  treasurer,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Rowell  hon. 
secretary.  The  object  is  to  facilitate  sea  fishing  in 
general,  so  that  visitors  to  the  town  may  have  all  the 
facilities  enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the  association. 
The  subscription  is  three  shillings  per  annum.  Well 
done,  Weymouth  !    Go  on  and  prosper ! — Dragnet.] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
jKisi  071  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  And  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  mln.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,     ,,  Putney.  aa^j'i^         „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ■^""iSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50  „    „  Barnes.  (85  „     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— It  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  21    0.30    7.  4 

Sunday,  ,,     22    7.34    8.10 

jMonday,  „     23    S.50    0.35 

Tuesday,  „     24    10.19    10..56 

Wednesday,  ,,     2r,    11.29    11.59 

'JTlursday,  ,,      26    —    0.24 

t'riday,  ,,     27    0.46    1.  7 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Gbneeal  Remarks.  —  Sport  on  the 
Thames  is  still  second  rate,  and  the  heavy  rain  which 
fell  this  week  has  scarcely  improved  matters,  but  if 
we  get  a  further  heavy  fall  before  the  22nd  the 
chances  of  getting  good  sport  amongst  roach  will  be 
greatly  improved.  The  time  is  now  approach- 
ing when  the  best  roach  and  chub  are  to  be 
caught,  and  we  all  should  welcome  a  water 
with  more  colour  than  at  present.  Thames  anglers 
are  getting  very  interested  in  the  Andrews'  case  and 
the  matter  has  been  discussed  at  several  local  clubs. 
It  is  refreshing  to  find  the  two  large  London  Associa- 
tions have  taken  up  the  matter  and  Thames  anglers 
are  glad  to  learn  that  the  London  Anglers'  Association 
has  voted  £20  to  help  on  the  case.  I  hear  that  some 
excitement  is  likely  to  be  caused  in  the  Abingdon  dis- 
trict owing  to  a  riparian  owner  claiming  a  part  of  the 
a'iver  as  private  property,  and  there  is  likely  to  be  a 
claim.put  forward  in  the  Staines  district.  The  Kingston 
Piscatorials  will  hold  a  perch  competition  on  the 
Thames  on  Sept.  22  and  23. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Chertsey,  Shepperton,  Sunbury,  etc.)  — 

On  Friday,  Sept.  13,  head  river  keeper  Eyre  and 
assistant  river  keepers  Moffat,  Milboume,  and  Clarke, 
T.A.P.S.  (by  kind  permission  of  the  Lambeth  Water- 
works Company),  netted  the  company's  reservoir  at 
East  Molesey,  with  the  result  that  two  tons  at  the 
least  of  fish  were  placed  in  the  River  Thames,  princi- 
pally roach,  perch,  bream,  also  a  few  jack ;  some  of 
the  bream  would  have  turned  the  scale  at  61b.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  present,  and  by  their  united 
assistance  lent  valuable  aid: — Mr.  Lovett,  Chertsey 
Bridge  ;  G.  Brj-an,  Chertsey  ;  G.  Wright,  Shepperton  ; 
Douglas,  Hampton  Wick ;  Puddifoot,  Sunbury ;  while 
Mr.  Dockura,  jun.,  sou  of  the  company's  contractor, 
by  his  kind  co-operation,  contributed  greatly  to  the 
successful  result. — John  J.  Eyre,  T.A.P.S.  head  river 
keeper. 

— (Richmond). — Several  anglers  have  asked  us 
how  it  is  we  have  not  sent  any  reports  lately.  The 
fact  is  we  have  had  nothing  extraordinary  to  chronicle. 
Since  our  last  report  the  only  things  we  know  of  is 
that  eels  up  to  4Jlb.  have  been  caught,  the  heaviest 
one  being  caught  with  cheese  paste ;  also  two  carp 
between  31b.  and  41b.  each,  and  a  few  fair  size  roach, 
daco,  and  gudgeon;  the  largest  barbel  about  51b.,  and 
a  few  smaller  ones.  There  has  been  a  great  scarcity 
of  barbel  the  last  two  seasons.  Bream,  the  largest 
2|lb.  Amongst  the  puntsmenwho  have  had  fair  takes 
are  Mausell,  jun.,  and  Job  Brain,  jun.  We  have,  for 
a  few  days,  the  Thames  champion  roach  of  1900-1001 
-—21b.  5oz.  It  any  anglers  who  are  passing  this  way 
will  give  a  look  in  we  shall  be  pleased  to  show  it  to 
them.  There  has  been  a  nice  steady  rain.  The  case 
of  Andrews  and  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  with  regard  to  the 
fishing  at  Maidenhead,  has  made  a  number  of  people 
here  ask  what  right  the  owner  of  the  property  on  the 
Middlesex  bank  has  to  enclose  the  bank  and  foreshore, 
iind  do  away  with  what  used  to  be  a  boat  slip  to 
Cambridge  Park,  opposite  Buccleuch  House  and 
•  Messum's  boat-house,  and  put  up  boards  with 
"  Private  "  on  them.  It  is  said  it  used  to  be  open  to 
the  public  to  fish  from,  and  people  could  go  on  this  land 
or  draw  up  their  boats  there,  as  it  was  used  in  olden 
times  as  the  towing-path,  and  the  Conservancy  posts 
used  to  be  along  there,  the  same  as  they  were  in 
Petersham  Meadows  until  not  many  years  ago. 
Perhaps  the  Thames  Conservancy,  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  or  the  Thames  Preservation 
Ijeague  can  answer  these  questions.  It  is  also  reported 
that  people  fishing  from  punts  have  been  ordered 
away.— Gaynor  &  Son. 

Ancholme  Bistrict.— There  is  a  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  visitors  but  good  sport  still  obtains  on  the 
Ancholme.  Pike  are  beginning  to  feed  very  well.  One 
angler  had  inine  one  day.  At  Coal  Dyke  End  on 
Monday  (Sept.  16)  one  angler  had  211b.  of  bream, 


some  of  which  weighed  31b.  each.  At  the  foot  of 
Kelsey  Beck  another  angler  got  a  good  catch,  the 
biggest  of  which  weighed  4Jlb.  These  places  and 
Appleby  Bridge  are  at  present  the  best  places.  Others 
have  got  three  or  four  pike  each.  I  took  a  brace  of 
nice  trout  from  a  private  water.— Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Since  the 
rains  the  river  is  in  good  colour  ;  the  cut-weeds  are 
gone  and  there  is  now  from  the  bank  numerous  good 
swims,  with  plenty  of  all  coarse  fish.  During  the 
week  some  days  have  given  sport,  especially  perch. 
The  pike  are  now  beginning  to  give  sport.  All  free 
water. — John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Darenth  (Parningham,  Sutton-at-Hone,  etc.) 
— Some  fair  trout  have  been  taken  lately  with  an  Olive 
Dun  from  the  Lion  water  at  Farningham.  Fishing 
lower  down  I  found  the  Badger  and  the  Wickham  the 
most  attractive,  but  lost  my  best  fish,  which  took  the 
latter  fly.  There  was  plenty  of  water,  though  very 
bright,  the  other  day,  and  this  rain  will  give  it  a  little 
colour.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Some  fresh  water 
came  down  over  the  Weir  after  the  recent  rain,  and 
local  anglers  are  hoping  that  fish  will  be  brought  up 
the  river.  The  water  has  risen  about  two  feet  since 
Tuesday,  the  17th.  The  Silverhorn,  Edmond's  Palmer, 
and  Halfstone  have  been  the  most  successful  flies. 
Fishing  in  the  Harborne  on  Monday,  Sept.  16,  Mr.  E. 
Ackrell  and  Mr.  H.  Pull  landed  a  dozen  trout  between 
them,  whilst  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  four.  Little  has 
been  done  on  the  Weir  water,  and  few  anglers  have 
tried  the  water  this  week  at  Staverton.  Dittisham 
appears  to  draw  the  most  sport  where  there  is  a 
plentiful  supply  of  bass,  and  good  catches  have  been 
made. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— There  have  been  a 
lot  of  rods  out  during  the  past  week,  but  very  little 
sport  of  any  kind.  The  river  is  very  low  and  clear, 
and  sadly  in  want  of  a  good  fresh  down.  We  are 
having  midsummer  weather  during  the  day,  but  frosty 
nights. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  Taw  has  caused  a  deal 
of  attention  of  late  owing  to  the  plentiful  number  of 
dace  and  gudgeon  in  the  river.  These  fish  have  been 
very  busy  destroying  the  spawn  of  trout,  salmon,  and 
peal.  With  seine  nets  a  week  or  so  since  3,500  of  these 
fish  were  removed  from  the  river,  and  it  is  hoped  by 
this  clearance  that  the  salmon,  trout,  and  peal,  will  be 
able  to  do  much  better  than  they  have  in  the  past. 
The  rain  has  improved  the  Ashwater  but  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  The  season  has  been  a  poor  one.  On 
Blagdon  Pond,  however,  some  fair  "  takes  "  are  record- 
ed. Visitors  to  Teignmouth  have  been  thoroughly 
enjoying  the  rod  and  line  fishing  on  the  Teign.  °The 
rain  has  improved  most  of  the  rivers,  and  the  waters 
have  risen. — Devonian. 

Hsk  (Whitby).— Despite  the  recently  protracted 
period  of  dry  weather  fishing  in  the  tideway  has  some- 
what improved,  and  fish  are  commencing  to  show  well. 
The  water  continues  to  remain  too  low  and  clear  for 
remunerative  sport,  and  the  possibility  of  a  good  spate 
is  somewhat  removed.-  A  slight  improvement  is  recorded 
in  the  number  of  fish  landed  during  the  past  week,  the 
following  being  the  record  to  hand  at  the  time  of 
writing :  Rev.  H.  S.  Cafierata,  two  fish  scaling  41b.  each  ; 
Dr.  T.  Readman,  one  of  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hawkes,  one  of  61b. ; 
Mr.  J.  Bess  one  of  51b.,  Mr.  W.  M.  Kirk  one  of  41b.^ 
and  Dr.  English  one  of  51b.  Further  up  the  river  the 
prospects  are  poor.  Numerous  sea-anglers  continue  to 
secure  good  catches  of  mixed  fish  in  the  offing,  whilst 
the  piers  are  a  favourite  rendezvous  of  many,  the 
bottom  line  accounting  for  some  capital  takes. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  sport  generally 
has  been  very  indifferent,  and  although  we  have  had 
some  rain  it  has  not  been  sufficient  to  clear  the  river 
of  weeds,  and  prospects  until  we  have  a  good  flood  are 
not  promising.  Some  roach  of  fair  size  have  been 
caught  near  St.  David's  Station,  and  in  the  canal 
some  perch  and  roach  have  also  been  taken,  but  the 
former  run  the  usual  small  size ;  although  there  are 
some  good  fish  the  small  fry  are  so  much  in  evidence 
that  the  better  fish  are  not  often  captured.  I  hear  of 
one  or  two  big  carp  being  hooked  and  lost  owing  to 
the  quantity  of  weeds,  etc.,  that  have  accumulated. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 

Tench  apparently  are  the  chief  fish  to  be  caught  on 
the  drains  about  South  Lincolnshire.  These  drains 
lately  have  imdergone  a  favourable  change.  Some 
good  baskets  of  fish  have  been  secured  on  the  Deeping 
reaches  of  the  Welland.  Not  only  tench,  but  captures 
have  been  made  of  sizeable  roach.  Good  lots  of  roach 
have  also  fallen  to  anglers  on  the  Forty-foot.  Pike- 
fishing  has  now  commenced  on  all  drains  under, 
control  of  the  Black  Sluice  Commissioners,  but 
anglers  will  find  weeds  too  plentiful  for  good  sport  in 
this  direction.  The  roach  takes  got  from  what  is 
called  the  South  Forty-foot  have  gone  to  201b.  and 
upwards  for  a  day. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Complaints  have 
been  plentiful  of  the  Idle  and  its  tributary  waters 


being  low  and  fine.  Tliere  is  a  marked  effect,  how- 
ever, from  the  recent  rains,  and  fish  are  stated  to  l>c 
biting  more  freely.  Some  satisfactory  catches  have 
been  noted  between  Blyth  and  Scrooby  on  the  one 
hand  and  Bollam  and  Mattersey  on  the  other.  Tlieso 
have  principally  been  of  roach  and  dace.  The  prime 
condition  of  the  Trent,  however,  has  tempted  anghirs 
from  the  Retford  district.  Chub  fishing  in  the 
Laneham  district  has  really  been  good.  Swimming 
chandler's  greaves  have  been  the  most  tempting  bait, 
fish  coming  to  hand  up  to  SJlb.  A  few  pike  have  also 
been  banked.   One  angler  got  a  brace  scaling  1 21b.— L. 

Lark  (Mildenhall,  Isleham,  Icklingham,  Bar- 
ton Mills). —Angling  has  certainly  improved  since 
last  week,  esiiecially  in  the  deep  pools  and  eddies 
(where  there  are  any).  The  waters  arc  very  low  and 
bright,  and  bed  of  river  full  :of  rotten  weeds.  No 
really  good  fishing  will  be  had  imtil  we  get  a  heavy 
fall  of  rain  to  well  wash  out  the  rivers  clear  of  the 
filth,  Mr.  H.  J.  Challice  and  Master  Robert  Howlett 
took  three  dozen  very  fine  roach  and  dace  from  .Jack 
Tree  Lock.  Mr.  Kemp,  of  Bury,  had  a  good  day  or 
two  amongst  the  dace  with  the  fly.  Several  anglers, 
staying  at  the  Bull  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  have  caught 
some  very  fine  dace  and  chub.  The  weeds  are  going 
down,  and  fish  ought  to  feed  better.  At  the  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  16)  it  is  raining  very  heavily,  and  looks 
like  keeping  on  for' a  day  or  two. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  rain  has  proved  very  welcome  in  Essex 
and  Herts,  where  the  rivers  have  been  running  bright 
and  stale  for  weeks.  The  Lea  and  its  tributaries  arc 
now  in  better  order,  but  still  on  the  bright  side. 
Perhaps  the  Stort  is  in  the  best  condition.  On  both 
rivers  a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out  and  some 
nice  roach  obtained  in  the  evening  principally.  Above 
Hertford  an  81b.  basket  has  been  secured  and  some 
good  dace  were  met  with  in  the  tributaries  by  fly 
fishermen.  I  also  hear  of  a  brace  of  trout  being  landed. 
Sport  has  been  quiet  at  St.  Margaret's,  Rye  House, 
etc.,  but  the  few  roach  taken  have  been  in  splendid 
condition.  Large  numbers  of  anglers  have  visited  the 
Stort  between  Royden  and  Bishop's  Stortford,  and 
at  Harlow  roach  up  to  IJlb.  have  been  landed.  This 
river  holds  some  fine  roach.  Little  sport  amongst  the 
jack  this  week.  Weeds  still  too  thick  on  the  Lea. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
continue  to  run  low  and  clear,  but  the  weather  has 
changed ;  rain  has  been  had  which  has  greatly 
refreshed  the  rivers,  and  has  caused  them  to  rise 
slightly.  More  rain  threatens,  and  it  is  likely  that 
before  the  end  of  the  v/eek  the  water  will  be  stained 
and  will  rise.  This  will  do  good,  and  will  clear  the 
bed  and  move  the  fish,  and  vrith  a  few  fine  days  there 
is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Piusley  (Xingsland). — 
Heavy  storms  of  rain  occurred  on  Sept.  16  and  con- 
tinued for  the  greater  part  of  Sept.  17,  yet  have  not 
apparently  affected  the  rivers,  which  are  very  low  and 
clear.  It  certainly  will  refresh  them.  Grayling  have 
been  rising  pretty  freely,  and  sport  has  been  obtained, 
the  larger  fish  now  coming  to  the  surface.  Prospects 
for  the  ensuing  week  are  good.  The  most  killing  flies 
have  been  Mid  Blue,  Blue  Gnat,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear, 
Red  Tag,  Green  Insect  (plain  and  tagged).  Whirling, 
and  Late  Brown.  All  the  autumn  flies  are  now  out. 
Bottom  and  mid-water  fishing  have  not  been  so  good 
as  usual  at  this  season. — R.  T.  Williamb. 

Nene  (Peterborong'h). — Anglers  here  were  in 
luck's  way  at  the  end  of  last  and  beginning  of  present 
week.  Roach  came  on  feed  at  the  Timbers  near  the 
Town  Bridge,  and  were  hooked  as  fast  as  wheat  bait 
could  be  fixed.  It  is  estimated  that  between  forty  and 
fifty  stone  were  taken  in  one  day.  Mr.  Simmons 
secured  two  stone;  Mr.  Steels  caught  sixty  fish ;  Jlr. 
A.  Barren,  25^\h.  ;  and  of  twenty-three  roach  landed 
by  Mr.  Reedman, fifteen  weighed  over '^'Ib. each. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — During  the  last 
few  days  we  have  been  visited  by  heavy  rains,  and  thu 
river  to-day  (18th  inst.)  is  clearing  after  a  good  spate 
and  is  of  excellent  colour.  At  12  noon  there  was  a 
good  rise  of  Light  Duns,  and  the  trout  were  observed 
rising  at  them  freely  on  the  public  water  hero. 
The  fish  are  rapidly  going  off  condition  now,  ami 
several  out  of  a  catch  made  a  few  days  ago  were  found 
to  be  full  of  roe.  While  the  water  continues  heavy 
there  is  a  good  chance  with  the  artificial  minnow  oii 
the  public  water,  and  a  small  peel  fly  might  be  suc- 
cessful.— Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  lale  rains  have  put  some 
colour  into  the  water  ;  bream  have  been  feeding,  several 
up  to  31b.  and  over  having  been  caught  during  the  last 
two  days. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  on  the 
rivers,  but  after  the  two  days'  rain  we  have  had  the 
fish  will  sport  well. — Wm.  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  very  mild  and  open 
with  occasional  showers  which  tend  to  freshen  up  the 
divers  and  keep  them  in  good  condition.  Very  good  sport 
is  being  enjoyed  in  the  Severn  with  coarse  fish,  but  very 
few  trout  are  taken  in  this  river,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  regarding  the  Vymwy,  where  also  the  best  sport  is 
being  had  with  coarse  fish,  and  during  the  past  week 
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some  very  fine  perch  have  been  taken  from  this  river 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  LlansaintfEraid.  Some  nice 
pike  of  a  fair  size  have  also  been  taken  in  the  same 
river  below  the  bridge  nearjthc  village  of  Llansaint- 
tYraid.  Sport  amongst  the  trout  in  the  river  Tanat  is 
not  so  good  as  it  usually  is. — YynswY. 

Stour  (Grove  Ferry). — The  river  in  good  order. 
Mr.  L.  D.  Hyland  had  a  good  bag  of  fish  on  Monday 
last,  several  over  lib.,  heaviest  lib.  8oz.  On  the  15th 
several  London  anglers  down,  but  fish  not  feeding  very 
freely.  Many  seaside  visitors  over  early  part  of  week, 
isome  of  whom  have  taken  a  few  nice  roach.  In  my 
opinion  just  below  Sturry  will  soon  be  worth  atten- 
tion, fish  appearing  to  be  heading  up  stream.  Mine 
host  of  the  Fordwich  Arms  will  do  his  best  to  accom- 
modate.— K. 

Sussex    Rivers   and   Chicliester  Canal.  —  A 

glorious  rain  has  fallen.  On  Monday  night  and  on 
Tuesday  we  experienced  a  small  deluge,  making  the 
hearts  of  anglers  and  agriculturists  glad.  Angling  on 
the  Ouse  has  not  been  up  to  the  average,  as  the  clear 
water  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  was  adverse.  A 
few  roach  and  dace  were  taken  below  Barcombe  Mills 
on  the  big  tides.  The  Cuckmere  has  not  fished  well, 
as  only  a  few  roach  and  dace  have  been  captured  in 
the  tidal  water  of  Alfriston.  The  Adur  has  not  been 
remunerative,  but  on  the  small  tides  on  Saturday  and 
following  days  should  yield  sport.  Chichester  Canal 
is  in  good  order ;  plenty  of  small  fry  have  been  taken, 
but  the  heavier  fish  are  not  feeding  well.  Bream  up 
to  l^lb.,  a  tench  of  21b.,  jack  of  3Jlb.,  and  roach  of 
12oz.  are  among  the  captures  of  the  week. — G.  F. 
Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthenshire).  —  The 

river  has  been  too  low  for  sport  for  salmon,  sewin,  or 
trout  for  some  weeks  past.  The  net  fishermen  did 
well  up  to  the  end  of  the  season.— H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Water  very  cloudy 
and  full  to  the  banks,  but  at  time  of  writing  (Sept.  17) 
in  good  fishing  order.  Salmon  fishing  excellent  and 
trout  fishing  good.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout 
taken  during  the  past  few  days. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  very  low  and  clear  up  to  Sept.  17,  and  the 
weather  has  been  unsettled.  Rain  fell  on  Sept.  15, 
and  Tuesday  heavy  rain  was  had,  which  has 
moved  the  river  a  little  and  has  refreshed  it.  More 
rain  is  threatening,  and,  to  all  appearance,  the  water 
will  be  stained  with  road-water  before  the  end  of  the 
week.  There  has  been  a  slight  rise,  but  more  is 
wanted  before  the  river  will  be  a  nice  level  for  fishing. 
Before  the  rain  the  cold  nights  and  fine  days  brought 
grayling  on  the  move  well,  and  a  good  few  anglers 
were  out  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  Trout 
were  taking  worm  on  Sept.  17,  and  two  nice  ones 
landed.  On  Monday  an  angler,  with  the  Red  Tag  and 
Green  Insect,  landed  a  nice  lot  of  grayling  below 
Ludford. — T.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  has  been 

refreshed  by  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  which  have  visited 
this  part  this  week.  Up  to  the  present  it  has  not 
made  much  difference  to  the  colour,  but  has  caused 
it  to  rise  a  little,  and  the  fresh  of  water  has  done  good  ; 
more  rain  threatens,  and  in  all  probability  there  will 
be  a  colour  on  the  water  by  the  end  of  the  week  which 
will  soon  clear ;  but  a  good  flush  is  wanted  to  clear 
the  bed  of  the  river  from  weeds,  which  are  a  nuisance 
to  anglers.  The  grayling  have  been  rising  better  of 
late,  and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and 
used  fly  with  success,  and  nice  grayling  have  been 
landed. — Woecester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  was  never  lower  and 
finer  than  Monday  last,  just  in  that  condition  when 
barbel  should  take  the  bait  ravenously,  but  an  un- 
favourable north-east  wind,  though  slight,  had  the 
usual  effect  and  sport  was  poor,  though  that  barbel 
were  in  the  swims  was  proved  by  three  being  foul 
booked  on  roach  tackle.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  17,  Mr.  J. 
Fenton  took  four  nice  fish  from  the  Muskham  water, 
and  Mr.  J.  Sheppard  a  couple  reaching  nearly  101b. 
from  the  Farndon  length.  From  Kelham  one  over 
81b.  was  caught,  and  this  represents  one  of  the  best  of 
the  season.  A  few  chub  have  fallen  to  gentles  and 
greaves;  amongst  others,  Mr.  D.  Slater  had  one 
weighing  21b.  7|oz.,  and  I  landed  one  21b.  lloz. 
Fishing  generally  quiet,  roach  taking  but  slowly,  and 
not  many  bream  or  dace. — Tbentsidee. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Mon.) — Rain  fell  heavily 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  and  the  water  has  risen  several 
inches  ;  there  should  be  some  salmon  caught  now  ;  the 
fish  should  certainly  move  even  on  this  small  fresh 
after  such  a  spell  of  low  water. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
There  was  a  great  attraction  this  week  on  the  Witham 
about  Kirkstead.  It  was  a  great  sweepstakes,  for 
which  1100  were  entered  to  compete  for  £120  worth 
of  prizes.  Fishing  occupied  three  hours,  and  the 
chief  catch  was  101b.  Joz.  The  winner  was 
T.  F.  Jukes.  Independent  angling  on  the  Witham 
is  improving,  and  in  no  reaches  was  better  spor* 
than  between  Stixwold  and  Tattershall.  The 
fishing  at  Bardney  and  Southrey  has  suffered  a 
gcod  deal  from  weeds  of  late,  but  from  Stixwold 
downwards  the  water  has  been  cleared.    Roach  over 


lib.  and  tench  between  21b.  and  31b.  have  been 
basketed.  Most  of  the  big  roach  were  caught  in  the 
deeps  about  Langrick.  IBroam  fishing  about  the 
Grand  Sluice  is  about  over,  and  anglers  should  turn 
their  attention  to  pike  and  roach.  With  regard  to  the 
drains  about  Boston  probably  Mount  Pleasant  has 
been  the  most  productive.  The  best  time  for  roaching 
is  from  12  to  3  in  the  afternoon.  Good  sport  has  also 
been  had  on  the  Bargate. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
and  the  water  have  been  all  that  could  be  desired  during 
the  past  week,  fishing  up  to  to-day  (Wednesday) 
being  generally  good,  especially  on  the  Derwent.  The 
Wye  is  very  clear,  and  will  be  so  until  we  get  a  good 
downpour  "  of  rain ;  creels  of  fish  on  this  river  up 
to  now  have  been  very  light.  The  Darleydale 
Club's  water  have  yielded  some  very  good  baskets 
of  trout  and  grayling,  four  to  seven  brace 
being  frequently  obtained.  Also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  producing 
a  nice  lot  of  fish,  mostly  grayling.  Mr.  Buxton,  on 
Monday  (Sept.  16),  fishing  below  Cromford,  had  three 
brace,  Mr.  C.  A.  Hassam  having  taken  several  nice 
baskets.  On  Tuesday  (Sept.  17)  we  had  a  steady  down- 
pour of  rain,  but  it  has  not  raised  the  river  much. 
The  prospect  appears  to  be  good,  and  these  flies  should 
be  useful :  Cooper's  Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Red  and  Grey 
Quills,  Apple  Green,  Throstle  Wing,  Red  Tag,  Black 
Gnat,  and  Claret  Bumble.— Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  "Wharfe,  Nidd,  Dex-went,  etc — 
The  showers  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  have  made  no 
alteration  in  the  rivers,  if  anything  they  are  lower 
than  ever,  and  there  is  a  scarcity  of  water  everywhere. 
Grayling  in  the  upper  Yore  are  bad  to  catch,  and  few 
find  their  way  into  the  anglers'  panniers;  until 
rain  falls  more  copiously  than  it  has  done  for  a  long 
time,  no  improvement  in  sport  can  be  looked  for. 
Roach  have  been  feeding  well  in  the  deeps.  I  saw  a 
Mr.  Lawrence,  of  Sheffteld,  with  a  large  "  has  "  full  at 
Ulshaw  Bridge  on  Monday,  and  I  hear  from  Ripou 
that  several  fine  baskets  of  perch  have  been  got.  On 
Sept.  14  Mr.  Dunn  and  friend  secured  a  mixed  basket, 
weighing  over  121b.,  chiefly  perch,  got  with  the  worm. 
My  Swaledale  correspondent  says  : — Angling  has  been 
almost  a  dead  letter  so  far  as  the  "  takes  "  of  fish  are 
concerned,  both  on  Whiske,  the  Swale,  and  Bedale 
Beck,  while  those  who  have  tried  the  Codbeck  have 
not  done  much  better.  The  fly  fishermen  seem  to 
have  done  the  best,  but  the  fish  creeled,  more 
particularly  grayling,  have  run  very  small,  and 
until  a  change  comes  there  is  not  much  prospect 
of  any  improvement.  A  couple  of  "  Black  Ox  "  Anglers, 
with  the  aid  of  some  finely  scoured  worms,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  into  the  midst  of  a  shoal  of  perch, 
and  had  very  fine  sport,  as  they  showed  thirty-tWo 
very  fine  specimens.  The  Wharfe  remains  low,  but  is 
in  fair  condition  for  all-round  fishing.  Fish  have 
risen  more  freely  than  of  late,  and  have  been  better 
on  the  feed.  On  the  upper  reaches  on  some  of  the 
streams  in  the  Grassington  and  Burnsall  length 
anglers  have  met  with  fair  sport,  although  no  very 
large  baskets  appear  to  have  been  made.  Very  few 
rods  have  been  seen  in  the  district  of  Ilkley  and  Otley. 
The  flies  that  have  proved  killers  are  Spanish  Needle, 
Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Waterhen  Bloa.  Below  Pool  and  Harewood  there  is  very 
little  to  report,  but  beyond  this  district  the  pike  have 
been  fairly  on  the  run.  On  Sept.  14,  Mr.  J.  Grassham 
had  excellent  sport,  securing  about  half  a  dozen  fish 
by  spinning.  At  Wetherby,  Boston  Spa,  Newton 
Kyme,  Tadcaster,  and  UUeskelf  sport  with  the  roach, 
dace,  chub,  and  perch  has  been  fairly  good,  several 
nice  baskets  having  been  got  with  worm  and  gentles. 
The  Nidd  still  remains  very  low  ;  little  sport  will  be 
met  with  until  there  is  a  "fresh."  The  members  of 
the  North-Eastera  Angling  Club,  Castleford,  number- 
ing thirty-four,  held  their  annual  match  on  Sept.  14 
at  Straddlethorpe,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal. 
Sport  was  only  moderate.  The  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr. 
G.  Clarkson  ;  second,  Mr.  J.  King ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Glover. 
Beyond  the  competitions  of  the  "  York  and  District 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers,"  "  The  Clarence,"  etc.,  little 
has  been  done  up  the  Derwent  or  Ouse.  The  Rj'e, 
Hodge,  and  Riccall  remain  very  low  and  clear  ;  very 
little  has  been  done.  Mr.  Bright  secured  a  fine  basket 
of  trout  on  Sept.  14  in  private  waters,  weighing  71b., 
with  the  worm  and  maggot.  Should  the  weather  be  at 
all  favourable  the  following  flies  will  be  found  to  be 
useful : — Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Fog  Black,  Sea 
Swallow,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. —  John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Since  last  reported  the  following  were  got:— On 
Sept.  7  Messrs.  Durrant  and  Eve,  on  Loch  Cama, 
thirty-four  trout,  151b.  On  Sept.  9  the  same  anglers 
had  thirty-one  trout,  121b.,  and  Mr.  Clark,  London, 
nine  trout,  41b.  On  Sept.  10  Mr.  Clark  landed  fifteen 
trout,  71b.,  on  Loch  Cama. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— The  Esk  and  Liddle 
are  running  a  trifle  low  at  present.  On  Saturday 
night,  Sept.  14,  Dr.  Thornton  had  a  sea-trout  and  some 


yellow  trout  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr. 
Horsfall,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  a  sea-trout 
in  the  same  water  of  21b.  On  Friday  night  (Sept.  13), 
Mr.  Matthew  Steel,  Canonbie,  had  three  sea-trout 
and  a  herling  in  Liddle  water.  Mr.  D.  Murray, 
Canonbie,  caught  two  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  each,  and  a 
herling,  and  on  Saturday  night,  two  sea-trout,  one  3*lb. 
and  the  other  21b.,  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  W.  Edgar 
caught  two  nice  sea-trout.  Small  salmon  are  now 
being  caught  at  intervals.  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Langholm, 
had  a  salmon,  101b.,  in  the  upper  waters.  Mr.  Laidlaw, 
Langholm,  had  one  of  121b.  at  King  Pool,  Westerkirk 
district.  Mr.  D.  Elliot,  Langholm,  captured  one  of 
13Jlb.  in  Langholm  water.  Pishing  in  the  Liddle, 
Mr.  J.  Cowan,  Newcastleton,  creeled  three  sea-trout, 
three  herling,  and  three  yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  Stoddart, 
Copshaw,  had  some  herling  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle.  The  season  for  salmon  fishing  in  the  Solway 
Firth  and  in  the  districts  where  netting  is  practised 
has  now  closed  for  the  year.  Netting  in  the  firth  was 
fairly  successful  in  the  month  of  March,  and  some 
fine  spring  salmon  were  taken.  The  sea-trout  migra- 
tion was  much  better  than  that  of  1900.  The  stake 
net  and  haaf  fishermen  had  a  fairly  successful  year. 
The  sea-trout  commenced  to  run  in  June,  the 
average  weight  being  about  21b.,  and  many  fine  ones 
were  got  in  the  nets  of  41b.  up  to  61b.  Summer 
salmon  made  a  fair  show,  but  grilse  were  a  total 
failure,  both  in  the  firth  and  in  the  rivers;  the  average 
weight  of  the  grilse  taken  was  between  51b.  and  61b. 
Some  very  fine  salmon  were  caught  in  the  autumn  run 
by  the  haaf  fishermen  during  the  past  month.  Salmon 
have  been  plentiful  in  the  pools  of  the  rivers  for 
weeks,  and  the  back-end  rod  fishing  is  therefore  very 
promising.  Fishing  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk, 
Mr.  Murray,  Rowanburn,  had  two  sea-trout,  weighing 
together  51b.  Dr.  Anderson,  Eskbank,  Canonbie,  had 
a  sea-trout  and  a  dozen  herling  above  Canonbie  Bridge, 
and  at  another  fishing  one  sea-trout  and  ten  herling. 
Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Bowholm,  killed  two  sea-trout  and  nine 
herling  in  Canonbie  water.  Dr.  Dempster,  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  has  had  sea-trout  and  herling  between 
the  Glebe  and  the  Thistle  pool  at  the  head  of  the 
Netherby  water.  Mr.  R.  Steel  and  Mr.  John  Wylie  have 
had  good  takes  of  sea  trout  and  herling  below  Canonbie 
Bridge.  The  Skipper's  Bridge  portion  of  the  water  is 
panning  out  well,  and  Messrs.  Hotson  and  Mitchell, 
of  Langholm,  have  made  good  kills ;  Master  T.  Borth- 
wick  had  a  sea  trout  of  l^lb  with  small  fly,  and 
Master  T.  Bell  did  likewise.""  On  the  Liddle  Mr.  J. 
Beattie,  Newcastleton,  and  Mr.  Nicholson  have  had 
■good  baskets  of  herling  in  the  upper  reaches ;  Mr.  R. 
Crozier,  Copshaw,  had  two  sea  trout,  weighing  21b. 
each,  in  the  same  water.  Messrs.  Beattie,  Anderson, 
Walker,  and  others  have  done  fairly  well  with  sea  trout 
and  herling  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
Fishing  in  the  Esk  Messrs.  J.  and  R.  Barnfather  have 
had  two  sea-trout  and  two  herling  in  the  upper 
reaches,  while  several  others  have  been  fairly  success- 
ful. Some  nice  takes  have  been  made  in  Longtown 
and  Metal  Bridge  waters.  Salmon  are  not  taking  well 
in  the  reserved  portions  of  the  Esk,  although  plentiful 
in  the  best  pools.  My  last  letter  from  Mr.  W.  Douglas, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  was  a  hopeful  one.  Rod 
fishing  closes  in  most  of  the  rivers  on  Oct.  31,  but  one 
or  two  of  the  later  waters  continue  to  Nov.  15. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Last 
week  Mr.  Tickle,  London,  grassed  a  fresh-run  grilse, 
weighing  71b.  on  the  Dounie  Water  ;  and  Dr.  Haynes 
Lovell,  on  same  water  caught  two  salmon  of  6Jlb.  and 
81b.— B. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers).— Pishing  Loch  Mhor  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Monday,  Sept.  9,  Mr.  W.  Pile, 
Sutton,  Surrey,  killed  eleven  trout,  71b.,  and  Messrs. 
Thomas  and  Trech-Mann,  thirteen,  5^1b.  Mr. 
McFarlane,  on  Loch  Ness,  three,  21b.  On  Sept.  10, 
fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Tilr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler,  Brooklawn, 
Sussex,  had  eight,  3Jlb.  Fishing  Looh  Ness  on  Sept.  11, 
Mr.  Pile  had  a  nice  grilse,  4^1b.,  and  one  sea-trout, 
and  Mr.  McFarlane  four  trout,  51b.  Mr.  Thomas,  on 
Looh  Mhor,  six  trout,  4J!b.  On  Sept.  12,  on  Loch 
Mhor,  Mr.  Thomas,  nine  trout,  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Pile 
thirteen,  6Alb.  Dr.  Trech-Mann,  fishing  Loch  Ness, 
seven  trout,  3Jlb.  Fishing  Looh  Mhor,  on  Sept.  13, 
Mr.  Thomas  had  nine  trout,  6Jlb.,  Mr.  Pile  seven,  81b., 
and  Dr.  Trech-Mann,  on  Loch  Ness,  seven  trout,  41b. 
On  Sept.  14  Mrs.  Thomas,  fishingiLoch  Ness,  had  four 
trout,  31b.,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  on  Loch  Mhor,  eight, 

31b.— S.  TiLSTON. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  Dee  rose  a  few 
inches,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  any  great  impres- 
sion on  the  volume  of  the  water  in  general.  The 
anglers  on  the  tidal  reaches  are  doing  well,  and  on 
Saturday  (Sept.  14)  two  of  them  had  a  fish  each  scaling 
221b.  and  251b.  respectively.  The  Duchess  of  Fife  is 
the  only  lady  angler  making  any  progress  on  the  Dee. 
On  the  Ythan  good  baskets  are  being  made,  but  the 
Ugie  is  the  brightest  spot  just  now,  bar  the  adverse 
conditions  which  everywhere  abound.  There  is  only 
one  rod  to  let  now  for  October.  It  is  the  best  and 
cheapest  bit  of  angling  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  Mr. 
John  Pyper,  one  grilse,  31b. ;  Mr.  John  Huuter,  lib. ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Forbes,  one,  4Jlb. ;  ^Mr.  Alexr.  Young,  one, 
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4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Clement  Lumsden,  ^\h. ;  Mr.  H.  Crichton, 
61b.,  Gib.,  and  61b.  sea-trout.— G.  M. 
Overscaigr  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)-— 

On  11th  inst.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Glasgow,  fished 
Lock  Griam,  and  landed  ten  trout,  41b.  ;  and  on  12th 
Mr.  Anderson,  on  Loch  Merkland,  caught  a  salmon 
weighing  101b.  2oz.  with  a  small  trout  fly.  On  13th 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Glasgow,  on  Flag  beat, 
fifteen  trout,  5Jlb.,  and  on  14th,  on  Loch  Griam,  one 
dozen  trout,  4Jlb.  On  15th,  Mr.  Stopford,  London,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  fifteen  trout,  Clb.  Weather  very  un- 
favourable.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  are  low 
and  clear.  Night  fishing  is  giving  the  best  baskets  of 
herling,  and  a  number  of  good  catches  are  reported 
from  the  lower  Annan.  As  the  Solway  netting  is  now 
closed,  anglers  are  now  getting  their  salmon  rods  and 
tackle  in  order.  On  Sept.  15  odd  fish  were  moving 
in  the  tidal  waters,  and  there  is  a  fine  show  of 
salmon  in  the  Firth.  This  week  anglers  have 
met  with  pretty  fair  sport  among  small  pike. 
There  is  not  likely  to  be  any  improvement  in  sport 
during  the  day  until  after  a  flood.  At  present,  the 
catches  during  the  day  do  not  average  two  brace  of 
herling,  but  at  night  creels  of  from  four  to  over  a 
dozen  are  being  caught  in  an  hour's  fishing. — The 
Annan. — Moderate  baskets  of  fine  herling  have  been 
taken  about  dusk  and  for  an  hour  after  darkness  has 
set  in.  On  Saturday  night  (Sept.  14),  Mr.  J.  Laurie 
killed  the  largest  lot  of  the  week.  Fishing  for  an 
hour  he  took  fifteen  herling  with  fly.  On  Monday  and 
Tuesday  nights  he  had  eleven  herling.  Mr.  P. 
MacGivern  killed  a  large  sea-trout  on  Monday  night 
and  two  herling  with  fly,  and  on  Tuesday  night 
he  took  five  herling.  Mr.  W.  Thomson  had  a  few 
herling,  and  other  rods  had  from  one  to  three  each. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  has  had  several  nice  herling 
above  -bridge.  The  Nith.— River  very  low  and  clear, 
and  rain  is  much  wanted.  In  the  upper  waters 
angling  is  at  a  complete  standstill.  The  Galloway 
Rivers  and  Lochs.— Some  fairly  good  pike-fishing 
has  been  obtained  this  week  on  Carlingwark  Loch. 
Mr.  W.  Fergusson  had  three  successful  outings  on 
this  loch.  On  Satui-day  he  landed  seventeen  pike 
and  jack,  which  weighed  45Jlb.  On  Monday  he 
caught  nineteen  weighing  491b.,  and  on  Tuesday 
(for  half  a  day)  he  killed  nine  weighing  291b. 
He  also  took  eleven  perch,  heaviest  21b.  Ayeshiee 
RivEES  AND  Lochs.— Sport  has  been  looking  up  in  the 
Ayrshire  Lochs  this  week.  Messrs.  Baird  and  McFaden 
had  good  sport  on  Loch  Doon  last  week,  killing  146 
yellow  trout.  A  few  local  rods  have  also  had  moderate 
sport.  The  trout  fishing  on  Loch  Doon  closes  at  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  The  Solway  Deewent.— 
There  is  a  fine  show  of  sea  trout  in  this  river,  and  a 
number  of  salmon  are  showing  in  the  lower  reaches. 
Night  fishers  have  been  getting  a  number  of  good 
trout. — Heatheebell. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  river  Tay  is  still  running  very 
low.  Few  fish  are  showing  above  the  tidal  waters  and 
the  sport  is  very  poor.  Fishing  upper  Ballathie  water 
on  Sept.  10,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  landed  one  grilse 
of  81b.,  and  on  Sept.  14,  one  grilse  of  41b.  Fishing 
however,  Ballathie  on  Sept.  13,  Sir  John  had  one 
grilse  of  61b.,  on  Sept.  14  one  salmon  of  151b.,  and  on 
Sept.  16,  another  of  201b.  Mr.  G.  Barclay,  fishing  on 
Upper  Stobhall  water  on  Sept.  12  ,landed  two  grilse  of 
71b.  and  51b.,  and  Sept.  14  Mr.  W.  Coats  and  Mr. 
Illingworth,  fishing  the  same  water,  caught  one  grilse 
of  6Jlb.    Fishing  lower  Stobhall  water  on  Sept  11 

^r'^^^r^'^^  S"^^^'        ;       Sept.  13th,  Mr! 

W.^H  Coats  and  Mr.  Illingworth  landed  one  salmon 
of  181b.  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  fishing  in  Burn- 
mouth  water  on  Sept.  16,  landed  one  grilse  of  61b 
Wishing  on  Upper  Stanley  water  on  Sept.  16  Mr. 
Walker  landed  one  grilse  of  91b.,  and  on  Lower  Stanlev 
water  on  Sept.  14  Mrs.  M.  T.  Murton  had  one  salmon 


of  161b.  Mr.  Barclay  fishing  on  Upper  Battleby  water 
on  Sept.  11  landed  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  and  fishing  on 
Lower  Battleby  and  Upper  Bertha  on  Sept.  12  Miss 
King  and  Mr.  Coats  landed  two  grilse  of  4|lb  and  31b., 
the  latter  being  caught  on  the  Upper  Bertha  beat. 
Fishing  on  Lower  Bertha  on  Sept.  11  Mr.  Albert 
Hislop,  Edinburgh,  landed  one  grilse  of  61b.,  and  on 
Sept.  13,  on  same  beat,  Mr.  P.  M.  Dewar  had  one 
grilse  of  41b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— As  the  late  flood  kept  the  water 
discoloured  for  the  early  part  of  the  past  week,  there 
were  few  days  on  which  there  was  any  chance  of 
salmon  coming  to  the  fly.  The  river  is  now  cleared, 
and  some  fish  have  been  taken.  On  the  Kilrea  section 
Mr.  Creak  had  one  grilse,  71b.,  and  Mr.  Pullen  one,  51b. 
On  the  Caronroe  reach  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson's  fisherman 
took  one  grilse,  61b.  All  the  pools  are  full  of  salmon 
that  should  come  to  the  fly  for  what  is  to  come  of  the 
season,  as  the  water  and  temperature  are  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Trout  are  taking  the  wet  fly  freely 
on  the  shallows  above  the  eel  weirs.— Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District.— On  Wednesday  (Sept.  18) 
your  correspondent  killed  eleven  trout  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Clady.  The  flax  water  has  been  com- 
pletely washed  out  of  the  rivers  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  city,  and  there  is  now  no  danger  of  a 
recurrence  of  that  anglers'  plague.  The  Glenavy, 
Crumlen,  Crossgar,  etc.,  are  in  fair  order.— J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers.- Sport  has  been  backward  in  all 
departments  on  the  Cork  rivers  still  open  for  angling. 
The  outlook  for  the  coming  week  is,  however,  brighter. 
— T.  J.  D.  ° 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Blackwater  is  in  fair 
condition,  and  as  flax  water  is  completely  cleared 
away  there  should  be  good  fishing  till  the  close  of  the 
season,  which  has  yet  five  weeks  to  run.  There  are 
salmon  in  the  pools  about  Benburb,  and  some  lake 
trout.  The  Ballinderry  is  in  good  order,  but  trouting 
is  poor.  Pike  are  swarming  in  the  latter  rivers. 
—J.  A.  B. 

Brne  (Ballysbannon  and  Belleek). — There  was 
only  a  couple  of  anglers  fishing  on  the  river  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Maxwell  Moore  landed  one 
salmon  weighing  111b.  on  Sept.  16,  and  Mr.  S.  V. 
Thomas  landed  one  salmon  of  121b.  The  river  has 
run  down  low  again  during  the  past  week,  but  at 
time  of  writing  rain  has  been  falling  heavily  for 
twenty-four  hours,  which  is  sure  to  put  a  fresh  in  the 
river  soon  again,  and  some  good  sport  will  yet  be  had 
up  to  the  closing  day  of  the  fishing  season  on  Sept. 
30.  Mr.  O'Neill  caught  a  fine  pike  on  Lough  Erne 
during  the  past  week  weighing  almost  301b.— M. 
Bogan  &  Sons. 

Galway  Rivers— A  fair  head  of  sea  trout  and  a 
fevy  fresh  run  salmon  ran  up  the  Corrib  last  week, 
which  will  tend  to  maintain  sport.  On  the  Clare- 
galway  and  Spiddal  rivers  sport  has  been  dull  for 
some  time.  A  number  of  the  Connaught  rivers  close 
on  the  30th  inst.,  including  the  Oughterard,  Newport, 
Owenmore,  etc. — J.  A.  B. 

Eillarney. — Sport  has  been  generally  backward, 
but  is  improving  in  all  departments.  The  prospects 
for  the  back  end  are  now  much  better. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOug'h  Mask  and  Corrib. — Fishing  above  waters 
from  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  for  the  past  fort- 
night, continues  good,  and  some  very  large  trout  and 
pike  have  been  creeled — largest  trout  by  Mr.  Peat, 
9 Jib.,  is  being  preserved;  largest  pike,  241b.,  several 
ranging  from  121b.  to  191b.  Grand  fishing  weather, 
both  trout  and  pike  well  on  the  feed. — J.  Joyce. 

IiOugh.  Melvin. — The  following  anglers  enjoyed 
some  fine  trouting  during  the  past  week,  and  took  a 
number  of  baskets  of  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout 
amongst  them ;  the  majority  of  the  trout  taken  were 
gillarooes  and  in  fine  condition,  several  of  them  weigh- 
ing 21b.  each : — Messrs.  B.  G.  Walton  and  friend.  Dr. 
Whiteford,  and  Mr.  Patterson,  Mr.  B.  Tate,  Mr.  W. 
Neely,  Mr.  C.  Cullen,  and  INIr.  Groves.  Mr.  B.  Tate 
landed  a  beautiful  brown  trout  weighing  SJlb.  on  13th 
inst.  the  trout  was  caught  on  a  natural  minnow 
(trolling)  and  gave  fine  sport ;  Mr.  Tate  has  sent  the 
fish  to  be  mounted.  At  time  of  writing  sport  amongst 
the  trout  on  the  lake  continues  good. — M,  Bogan  and 
Sons. 

Moy,  Iionghs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Salmon  fishing  ended  on  the  Moy,  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen  on  Sept.  15.  It  was  the  worst 
angling  season  I  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  Sea-trout 
fishing  continues  on  the  river  Moy  until  the  end  of 
October ;  brown  trout  fishing  ends  on  Oct.  15  on 
Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen.  Mr.  Whitey  and  friend 
had  thirty-nine  sea-trout,  largest,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Howley, 
twenty-eight  sea-trout,  largest,  2Jib.  :  Mr.  J.  Martin, 
on,e  grilse,  81b.,  one  sea-trout,  2 Jib.  Mr.  J.  F.  Baxter 
and  friend  had  fifteen  pike  on  the  lough,  largest,  131b. 
Mr.  W.  Grove  had  seventeen  pike,  largest,  18Jlb.  Mr. 
Barry  and  friend  enjoyed  good  sport  in  the  estuary 
with  gun  and  rod. — Pat  Hearnes. 

mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tsrrone). — The 
late  spate  washed  the  flax-water  clean  out  of  the 
Mourne,  and  at  time  of  writing  it  is  in  fair  order  and 


fresh  fish  running  up.  From  now  to  the  close  of  the 
season  (Oct.  10)  fair  fishing  is  anticipated.— J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Anglers  fishing  the  above  watera  had  generally  good 
sport  at  brown  trout,  as  far  as  numbers  are  concerned, 
but  the  fish  were  small.  A  visit  to  any  of  these  lakes 
would  be  well  repaid,  now  that  angling  is  so  poor  on 
the  sea  trout  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal).— White  trout 
fishing  was  not  so  good  on  the  lakes  lately,  for 
although  the  fish  are  very  plentiful  they  have  been 
"  rising  short  "  for  some  time.  Amongst  those  out 
were  General  Herriott,  Colonel  Buckle,  Mr.  Turville, 
senr.,  Mr.  Turville,  junr.,  Mr.  Patteson,  Mr.  Loydd, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Heath,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Harley, 
Mr.  Neville,  Dr.  Cordeaux,  and  Lieutenant  Woods. 
One  angler  lost  four  salmon  on  Loughanure. — J.  A.  H. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Very 
boisterous  weather  with  heavy  rain  at  intervals  during 
the  week.  John  Lyons  got  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b. 
The  water  will  be  right  about  October  1,  always  a  good 
month  for  heavy  autumn  fish. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — An  unusual  number  of  boat  anglers 
off  daily  during  the  past  week  (twenty  to  thirty  boats 
daily)  about  a  mile  from  the  shore  at  the  Kemp  Town 
end  of  Brighton,  barring  yesterday  (17th  inst.),  when 
we  had  half  a  gale,  and  rough  sea  from  the  S.E.  and 
round  to  the  west.  To-day  is  fairly  calm,  and  several 
boats  off  again.  The  fact  is,  silver  whiting  are  coming 
in,  and  we  have  been  favoured  with  calm  seas  and 
wind  off  land.  Silver  whiting  arc  small  as  yet.  Chief 
catches  are  pout,  whiting,  dabs,  etc.  Young  bass  are 
about,  but  large  bass  have  left.  Rod  fishing  off  the 
end  of  the  West  Pier,  New  Palace  Pier,  and  off  the  new 
stone  groynes  daily. — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Up  to  Tuesday  (Sept.  17) 
sport  was  pretty  good  here  at  various  fish,  principally 
scad,  bream,  and  gurnard,  but  since  then  fishii.g  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  in  consequence  of  gales 
and  rough  seas. — T.  J.  D. 

Crouch  (Burnham). — Codling,  whiting,  pouting, 
and  dabs  are  coming  into  the  river ;  some  good  fish 
have  been  taken  by  the  trawlers.  Mr.  Cox,  with  his 
daughters  from  the  Royal  Hotel,  with  hook  and  line, 
caught  a  nice  string  of  whiting.  The  week  end  tide 
will  suit  rod  and  line  angling. — J.  Weight. 

Deal.— Thursday  Sept.  12,  wind  N.E.,  fine.  Mr. 
Edwards  and  friend  put  out  in  the  morning  and 
landed  with  twenty-four  codling,  largest  about  51b. ; 
Mr.  Combes  fished  in  the  Bay  and  landed  six  score 
whiting  and  two-and-a-half  score  flat-fish ;  Messrs. 
Duchene  and  Williams  and  two  friends,  eight  score ; 
G.  R.  Clarke,  fishing  two-and-a-half  hours  by  the 
Bank  Buoy,  five  score  whiting.  13th,  wind  N.E., 
moderate,  boats  bringing  in  very  fair  takes  of  whiting, 
flat-flsh,  and  a  few  nice  codling.  14th,  wind  N.E., 
fine,  very  fair  takes  of  fish  landed ;  Mr.  Haslar 
and  friend  over  six  score  whiting  and  one  score  sixteen 
fine  flat-fish ;  several  gentlemen  put  in  an  appear- 
ance in  the_ evening,  together  with  Dr.  Patterson, 
but  owing  to  the  strong  northerly  wind  and 
high  sea  it  was  impossible  to  do  any  boat 
fishing  on  the  15th.  IGth  being  the  Deal  Boat- 
men's Regatta,  a  few  boats  put  out  codling,  and 
returned  with  thirteen  to  twenty-six  per  boat.  17th, 
strong  breeze,  S.S.W.,  and  thick  with  rain  ;  no  boat- 
fishing,  but  we  had  the  pleasure  of  rescuing  the  crew 
from  the  Italian  barque  Maria  wreck  on  the  Goodwin 
Sands  in  the  life-boat.  18th,  wind  N.W.,  fine;  Mr. 
Makins  out  for  morning  fishing,  and  landed  at  1.30 
p.m.  with  thirty-five  codling,  twenty-two  whiting, 
three  small  eels ;  Mr.  Haslar  put  out  for  afternoon 
fishing,  and  landed  in  evening  with  seven  score 
whiting  and  half  a  score  fine  dabs  ;  Messrs.  Duchene, 
Hills,  and  two  friends  fair  takes  of  mixtures,  while  the 
other  boats  scored  well.  Tides  suit  for  all-day  fishing 
week-end  and  next  week. — Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier  Hotel. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — The  strong  winds  recently 
prevailing  have  sadly  marred  sport  during  the  present 
week.  On  Saturday  (Sept.  14)  the  entir3  pier  catch 
only  totalled  fourteen  codlings  and  a  few  poutings.  A 
strong  north  wind  blew  on  Sept.  15,  but  did  not  deter 
Messrs.  Bowles,  J.  Handley,  Manico,  Titmus,  Burgess, 
and  others  from  trying  their  luck.  Mr.  Bowles  landed 
a  nice  codling  of  3ilb.,  but  the  day"s  catch  proved  very 
light.  Sport  improved  somewhat  on  the  following  day, 
when  Messrs.  Sherlock,  Bowles,  Richardson,  Titmus, 
Reims,  Handley,  Hummill,  Yaniey,  WaddeU,  Sedg- 
wick, McDougail,  Hardy,  Meadows,  and  Seal  were  kept 
fairly  busy  by  codling  and  whiting,  some  of  the  latter 
nmning  very  large  for  the  time  of  year.  Mr.  Pier- 
point  and  Mr.  R.  Richardson  took  twenty-one  fish 
while  boat  fishing,  including  a  very  fine  sole,  which 
scaled  close  upon  two  pounds.  Tuesday  (Sept.  17) 
proved  a  stormy  day,  a  strong  south-west  wind  raising 
a  heavy  sea,  and  the  day's  results  were  much  below 
recent  averages,  though  two  or  three  individual 
catches  were  satisfactory.  Ten  rods  only  accounted 
for  twenty-four  fish  early  on  Wednesday  (Sept.  18) 
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morning,  and  throughout  the  entire  day  matters  ruled 
very  slow  indeed.  The  weather  is  now  (5  p.m.  Wed- 
nesday) much  more  settled,  and  sport  should  speedily 
improve.  Not  more  than  eight  pollack  have  been 
taken  since  my  last  report.  By  TELEGUArn.  — 
McDougall  caught  a  Sib.  cod  off  the  pier. — J.  Richaud- 
SON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ding'le. — The  weather  isnow  very  wild,  and  angling 
is  at  a  standstill  in  consequence.  J^revious  to  the 
break,  sport  was  good  at  scad,  bream,  whiting,  and 
•>urnard,  Init  backward  at  other  fish.  The  outlook  for 
the  coming  week  is  not  good,  as  the  weather  is  likely 
to  be  unsettled.— T.  J.  D. 

Flymoutli. — The  mackerel  are  at  last  coming  in 
and  are  showing  sport  on  whiffing  lines,  taking  the 
Silver  Spinner  freely.  Bass  are  also  on  the  feed  at 
Penlee  and  the  Rame  Head.  The  black  spinning  sand- 
eel  is  still  the  favourite  bait,  although  in  fine  weather, 
when  the  water  is  clear  and  not  much  ripple,  the 
Phantom  Minnow  seems  a  favourite.  I  was  at  Penlee 
Point  on  Friday  (Sept.  13),  but  sport  was  not  good;  the 
tide  was  unsuitable,  and  there  was  no  wind.  Mr. 
Newberry,  who  was  with  me,  had  a  nice  bass  about 
41b.,  which  I  landed  for  him  as  he  was  fishing  with 
single  gut.  We  heard  after  that  the  fish  were  further 
down  in  the  bay.  Another  gentleman  took  three  and 
lost  four  ;  it  is  rather  an  awkward  place  to  land  them. 
There  are  plenty  of  pollack  all  around  the  coast,  and 
they  can  be  taken  either  by  rowing  gently  and  towing 
an  indiarubber  sand-eel  or  Black  Challenger,  or  by 
anchoring  the  boat  and  fishing  with  the  ordinary  drift 
lines.  Fishing  from  the  piers  is  also  very  good,  and 
some  large  fish  have  been  taken. — W.  Hearder 
(B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — Gales  have  interfered  a  good  deal  with 
the  fishing  this  week,  but  when  possible  to  get  out  the 
boats  have  had  fair  catches  of  codlings,  dabs,  and 
whitings.  Mr.  Palmer  on  the  night  of  Sept.  14, 
fishing  from  the  Marina,  took  nearly  201b.  of  codling, 
one  over  41b,  and  on  Sept.  15  Mr.  Stanton  landed  a 
nice  grey  mullet  from  the  Basin,  the  first  of  the 
season.  Many  anglers  have  been  trying  from  the 
West  Pier,  but  with  little  or  no  result.  —Grey 
Mullet. 

Walmer. — During  past  week  good  fishing  has  been 
had.  Two  gentlemen,  staying  at  Kingsdown,  caught 
off  here  in  one  and  a  half  hour  four  score  pouting, 
seven  cod,  and  one  conger ;  Captain  -Thomson,  two 
score  pouting  and  a  few  cod.  Good  prospects  for 
coming  week.  Water  clear  and  glass  rising. — Edward 
Bueke. 


IRepotts  from  Clubs* 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — The  Committee 
met  on  Friday,  Sept.  13,  and  I  am  pleased  to  inform 
tlie  members  that  there  was  no  application  on  that 
date.  I  also  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt  of  lis.  from  the  Queen's  Piscatorial  collecting 
box,  per  Mr.  Harris.— S.  Maliiy,  Sec,  1),  Canterbury- 
road,  Islington,  N. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society.  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W. — Members  were  out  on  Sept.  15,  and 
I'eturned  home  with  a  nice  show.  Mr.  Bignall,  81b. 
oddiof  roach,  largest  lib.  loz.  and  a  2Jlb.  eel.  Several 
other  members  weighed  in  on  Monday  (roach).  We 
made  Mr.  ]'>radley  a  working  member — late  of  Cobham 
Chill.  -C.  T\r.  Stedman. 

Ai;LAS0N  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
-  The  second  cup  contest  was  fished  at  Uxl)ridge. 
Result:  'I'.  Kcdle,  first,  with  roach,  one  close  on  lib.; 
V,  W right,  second ;  R.  Harris,  a  nice  show  of  roach. 
'I'ho  delegates'  report,  which  was  a  lengthy  one,  was 
nnanimoLisly  passed  ;  also  the  electio}i  of  officers.  We 
arc  all  going  into  the  King's  Langley  Competition  inA.  A. 
waters  for  silver  cup  and  other  prizes. — Ben  Abrahams. 

/?»'  Norris  Competition. — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the 
sum  of  8s.  from  Albion  Angling  Society,  Acton,  witli 
many  thanks. — Ben  Ai'.rahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Sept.  15  the 
following  weighed  in  : — Mr.  Ijrandon,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  HalJ,  rudd ;  and  Mr.  Drew,  perch.  Members  are 
requested  to  clear  tlio  books  to  make  themselves 
cligibli!  for  the  outing  to  Shalford  on  Sept.  29. — 
.).  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  good  muster  on 
Wednesday  last ;  the  balance-sheet  was  passed.  Several 
members  weighed  in  on  Sept.  15.  Our  next  outing 
takes  place  on  Oct.  13  from  Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford 
Lock.  Absent  members  please  note  business  of  impor- 
tance on  Sept.  25. — (r.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Since  our  last  report 
Mr.  Cannar  has  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  bream  from 
the  Wey,  lOJlb. ;  heaviest  fish,  41b,  l^oz.    Match  at 


Jingling  fixtures. 

September  21  &  22. 

Lychnobites :  Outing  to  Hoddesdon. 
September  22. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clissold  :  Outing  to  Ware. 

Govent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

Jolly  Anglers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Junior  Piscatorial :  Match  at  Tilehurst. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing 

Stockwell :  Match  at  Paddock  Wood. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ashurst. 

Walthamstow  Bros.  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers  :  Outing. 
September  24. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Benefit  concert. 
September  26. 

Acton  :  Competition  at  Goring. 

Jolly  Anglers  (Cambridge)  :  Match  at  Ely. 

Oglander :  Punt  competition  and  visit. 
September  28. 

Gresham  :  Dinner  at  Ghesham. 


Oct. 


Sept.  29.— Anglers'  Association :  Trustees'  Cup  Com- 
petition. 
29.— Alma  :  Outing  to  Shalford. 
29.— Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

29.  — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 

30.  — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers.— A.B.S.  concert. 
2. — Phccnix  :  Visit. 
6. — Cosy  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
6. — Royal  George  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
{).— S.L.U.  Visiting  List :  Match  at  Sonnin". 
G.— Wenlock:  Match. 

12.  — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

13.  — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
13. — Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Maldon  East. 
13.— Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch. 
16.— Stepney  :  Match  on  the  Ohelmer. 


Bourne  End  resulted  in  Mr.  Stokes  being  first,  and  Mr. 
Mohr  second.  Members  are  reminded  of  Oglanders' 
visit  on  Thursday  (Sept.  2G)  when  we  hope  to  be  well 
represented.  Also  to  attend  in  force  at  next  Wednesday's 
meeting  to  arrange  date  of  Central  visit  and  other 
business. — C.  T.  A. 

Battehsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Sept.  15  the 
following  members  weighed  in :  Messrs.  A.  Pemberton 
had  a  splendid  take  of  bream,  weight  C51b.  4Joz.  ; 
G.  W.  Hall,  91b.  IBJoz.  of  bream,  one  specimen  41b. 
2Joz.  A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Sept.  24 
for  the  election  of  officers  and  to  hear  the  balance 
sheet  read.  Members  arc  requested  to  attend. — A. 
Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  result  of  our 
Septemlier  scries  of  prizes  was—"  Spider  "  first,  roach  ; 
G.  Armstrong,  second,  roach  and  liream;  J.  Wigby, 
third,  roach ;  C.  Ct.  Pocock,  fourth,  bream.  Hope  to 
see  a  good  muster  of  members  in  the  S.  L.  competi- 
tion.— C.  G.  PKiGOTT. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.  —  Our  match  at 
Harefield  on  Sept.  15  was  a  success.  The  prizes  were 
taken  as  follows :  Mr.  Sharratt,  first,  witli  a  piTre 
51b.  12o/..,  caught  on  a  roacli  pole,  tiglit  line  and 
No.  13*hook  ;  Mr.  Abbott,  second,  with  perch  31b.  13oz., 
largest  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Yarham,  third,  lib.  14^oz.  ; 
Mr.  Laurence,  fourth,  lib.  13oz.  Messrs.  Smedmore, 
Wilkins,  Carroll,  Wilson,  and  Dunn  also  had  fish. 
I  hope  all  members  will  do  their  best  to  attend  on 
Wednesday  next  (Sept.  25)  as  it  is  quarterly  night, 
and  we  have  important  business  to  transact.  — 
C.  Chai'lais. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop 's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Sept  15  the  following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  J. 
Baines,  Gib.  5Aoz.,  roach ;  Mr.  R.  Nursey,  4Jlb.,  chub  ; 
Messrs.  W.  Argent,  G.  Webb,  B.  Sawyer,  senior, 
G.  Woodward,  all  with  roach  ;  E.  Argent,  roach  and 
jack  ;  L.  Stephenson,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  H.  Ward, 
roach  and  dace.  Our  two  delegates,  Messrs.  P.  Loft 
and  W.  Argent,  gave  in  their  report  on  Tuesday,  in 
which  a  great  deal  of  interest  was  taken  on  the 
progress  of  the  Maidenhead  dispute,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  we  shall  be  amongst  the  body  of  clubs  to 
support  it  when  the  opportunity  comes.  The  two 
delegates  were  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
for  the  report  on  the  proceedings.  At  our  coming 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
on  Monday,  Sept.  30,  the  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  H.  fijverett,  and  the  vice  occupied  by  Mr.  H. 
Deverill.  We  have  already  booked  some  excellent 
talent  for  the  evening.  Next  Tuesday,  Sept.  24,  is 
quarterly  night. — E.  H.  Argent.  [Many  thanks  for 
good  wishes. — Drag.] 


Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  competition  at  Richmond 
on  Sept.  IC  resulted  in  small  takes  :  Messrs.  H.  Taylor 
first,  S.  Dykes  second,  J.  Andrews  and  P.  Dykes  a 
dead  heat  for  third,  and  Reynolds  fourth,  Messrs.  Gill, 
J.  Taylor,  Galloway,  A.  C.  Hoodless,  Adams,  H.  r! 
Hoodless,  Whittick,  R.  G.  Hoodless,  and  Marshall 
also  having  fish.  From  other  waters  Mr.  A.  Taylor 
had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace,  151b.  lOoz.,  Mi  . 
Cook,  roach,  Gib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Mann,  jack  and  perch, 
51b.-;  and  Mr.  Fuller,  a  nice-shaped  jack  of  41b.  13oz. 
We  took  a  visit  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  17),  seven  clubs 
being  well  represented.  The  next  will  be  to  the 
Pha>nix. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarenoe, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Result  of 
our  match  on  Sept.  15  was  as  follows  :— 1st,  Mr.  Ayros  ; 
2nd,  H.  Moore;  3rd,  J.  Woodhouse ;  4th,  A.  Heyman; 
5th,  J.  Jones;  Gth,  F.  Winter;  7th,  H.  Burrage ;  8th, 
J.  Burrage  ;  9th,  C.  Bale ;  10th,  H.  Pegg.  Committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Sept.  23,  at 
9  o'clock  sharp.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Our  outing  to 
Amberley  resulted  in  a  blank.  Two  lapsed  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  Sept.  22  at  Woking.  All  fish  to  weigh. 
Next  Tuesday  being  quarter-day,  should  like  to  see  a 
good  muster.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
support  the  Thames  Anglers'  Rights  Defence  Fund. 
— C.  McL. 

Clbrkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  was  paid  to  the  Camden  Angling  Society 
on  Tuesday  evening  (Sept.  17).  Mr.  T.  Austin,  of  the 
Victoria  Brothers,  in  the  chair.  Only  seven  societies 
wore  represented,  some  of  them  in  good  numbers, 
but  they  did  not  fill  the  large  clubroom.  The  talent 
was  good,  and  those  who  were  absent  missed  a  treat. 
The  following  clubs  answered  the  roll  call :  Eustonian, 
North  London,  Camden,  Phcenix,  Dibden,  Victoria 
Brothers,  and  Cobden.  The  next  visit  will  bo  to  the 
Phaniix  ;  date  later. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Sept.  15  we 
were  saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  C.  Archer  with  roach  and 
dace.  Our  delegates  gave  their  report  and  received  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  same.  Members  are  reminded 
that  at  Ware  on  Sept.  22  we  fish  for  seven  prizes. 
Boundary,  Ware  Lock  to  Engine  House  ;  to  show  fish 
at  Lock  bridge  no  later  than  G.45  p.m.  All  to  go  down 
to  Ware  on  morning  of  match.  We  made  another 
hon.  member,  and  we  have  room  for  more. — E.  J. 
Hunt. 

Colebrook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — We  have  the  postponed 
outing  to  East  Maiden  on  the  13th  of  October ;  the 
three  prizes  to  be  finally  settled  at  our  next  meeting. 
Several  of  our  members  have  been  out,  but  sport  has 
been  slow. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGwooD  Angling  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  Sept.  14,  Mr. 
Gooding,  carp  ;  on  Sept.  16,  Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  perch  and 
roach,  also  Mr.  A.  Elsey,  bream.  Members  please 
attend  on  Sept.  25  to  arrange  monthly  outing. — P.  P. 

SORGB. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Sept.  15  Mr.  Cutbush  weighed 
in  a  nice  show  of  jack.  Members  please  note  there 
are  three  club  and  two  private  prizes  for  Sept.  22  outing 
at  Byfleet,  and  the  train  leaves  Waterloo  at  8.25  a.m. 
— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  We  had 
another  show  of  fish  on  Sept.  15 :  Mr.  Haines,  carp, 
and  Mr.  Walter,  roach.  Our  next  outing  takes  place 
at  Amberley  on  Sept.  22  ;  same  conditions  as  Mrs. 
Eldridge's  competition. — J.  Steadman. 

D  ALSTON  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Sept.  15  a  few  mem- 
bers out.  Messrs.  A.  Wild,  A.  Morgan,  R.  Parram, 
and  T.  Swain  weighed  in  some  very  nice  roach  anil 
dace.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  17,  a  fair  attendance,  when 
the  usual  business  was  gone  through.  Several  prizes 
were  promised  for  another  outing.  The  delegate  gave 
his  report  of  meeting  at  C.  Institute,  which  gave 
great  satisfaction,  and  the  members  intimated  that 
they  intend  to  support  the  Andrew's  case. — S.  Malrv. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — Messrs.  J.  W.  Argent  and 
A.  J.  Bannister  had  some  good  sport  on  Sept.  15 
at  Pulborough  with  perch,  bream,  and  roach.  Mr.  (1. 
Lill  has  been  enrolled  as  a  working  member.  (Quar- 
terly night  Wednesday  next,  Sept.  25. — E.  Dybali.. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Mr.  J.  Durell  weighed  in  bream  and  II. 
Crcekc  bream,  chub,  and  roach  this  week.  Two  hono- 
rary members  were  elected  on  Tuesday  (Messrs.  R. 
Brady  and  P.  Blunsum),  and  a  guinea  was  voted  to 
the  Andrews'  Defence  Fund.  I  would  remind  mem- 
bers of  the  Amberley  outing  on  28th  and  29th  ittst., 
in  Association  waters ;  three  prizes ;  one  day's  fisli 
only  to  weigh,  but  same  may  be  weighed  in  followiug 
day. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W, — On  Sept.  S 
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r.  Verity  had  roach,  bream,  and  a  very  nice  perch  of 
lb.  lOJfoz.  ;  Mr.  Kaberline  weighed  in  a  perch  of  lib. 
1^0/,. ;  Mr.  Ellins,  tench.  Wo  have  an  outing  to 
shurst,  from  railway  bridge  to  Groombridge,  on  the 
~nd ;  entrance  fee.  Is.  Gd.  ;  members  can  enter  in  bar- 
ok  till  12  o'clock  on  Saturday  night  (21st) ;  usual  con- 
ditions. On  the  15th  Mr.  Verity  weighed  in  roach 
and  perch.  It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  record  the 
death  (from  cancer)  of  our  old  and  respected  member, 
Mr.  Prank  Mitchell,  a  good  angler  and  a  cheery  com- 
panion.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  roach  on  Sept.  15  : — Messrs.  Maybury, 
Moor,  Butcher,  Thompson,  and  Dutton.  I  hope 
members  who  can  will  fish  in  the  competition  at 
King's  Langley  for  Trustees'  Cup  on  Sept.  29,  and 
also  clear  the  books  on  quarterly  night,  Sept.-  2G. — 
V.  A.  G. 

Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford. — The  next  outing  will  take  place 
ou  Oct.  2,  to  our  jsrivate  waters  at  Langford  Hall ;  full 
particulars  of  same  will  be  forwarded  to  all  members 
and  early  replies  are  requested.  Numerous  members 
have  weighed  in,  the  most  notable  take  being  by  Mr. 
C.  M.  Lane,  of  carp,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  5Albs. 
— F.  C.  Welling. 

Islington  Bhothbrs  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed 
in  on  Sept.  15,  only  one  prize  being  taken  by  E. 
Challis  with  two  roach  lib.  loz. ;  others  Mr.  J.  H. 
H.  Herbert  chub  and  dace,  Mr.  Reeve  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  C.  Day  and  Mr.  H.  Read  have  been  proposed  as 
working  members. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Only  one  of  three  prizes  competed  for  on  Sept.  15  was 
taken,  Mr.  G.  Higley  being  the  winner.  The  members 
also  competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  Sept.  18, 
Messrs.  J.  K.  Charters,  W.  H.  Mecham,  and  T.  Good- 
wins being  the  winners.  Messrs.  C.  Hayward  and  G. 
Nunn  weighed  in  roach  on  the  same  day.  On  Wed- 
nesday (Sept.  25)  arrangements  will  be  made  for  the 
first  of  a  series  of  competitions  for  two  valuable  prizes 
given  by  Mr.  A.  Caley  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Lee,  therefore 
the  attendance  of  members  on  this  occasion  is 
desirable. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End. — The  following  weighed  in  on 
Sept.  15: — H.  Grunnell,  one  bream  31b.  lljoz.,  two 
perch  lljoz. ;  A.  Clay,  one  roach  lljoz.  ;  P.  W.  Hyatt 
five  roach  21b.  7^oz. ;  W.  Hunt,  four  perch  lib.  5^oz. 
We  held  our  opening  night  ou  Monday  last,  but  the 
heavy  rain  prevented  a  good  many  visitors  from 
attending.  The  evening  was  enlivened  with  songs 
and  music  by  several  of  the  members,  and  concluded 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  G. 
Morton,  for  our  comfort  and  welfare  and  interest 
he  has  t&ken  in  the  society  since  its  formation.— 
U.  G.  Hyatt. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Last  Wednesday  we  had  a  visit 
from  the  United  Brotliers,  and  after  arranging  a 
friendly  match  for  a  supper,  to  take  place  in  November, 
a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  During  the  week 
several  members  have  been  out,  but  small  takes  only 
have  been  recorded.  Our  next  outing  will  be  on 
Sept.  22,  when  after  the  rain  we  have  had  I  hope  to 
have  11  better  report.— W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N.— On  Sept.  15  a 
good  number  of  members  fished  a  match  at  Bourne 
I'lud  for  seven  prizes.  The  prizes  were  won  by  the 
following :— 1st,  Mr.  Symes,  41b.  13ioz. ;  2nd,  Mr. 
Sturman,  41b.  13ioz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  Bowdrey,  31b.  13oz. ; 
-tth,  Mr.  Cook,  31b.  ejoz. ;  5th,  Mr.  Briley,  lib.  12oz. ; 
Gth,  Mr.  Bryant,  lib.  llioz. ;  Tth,  Mr.  Clark,  lib.  •i^o-/.. 
IMossrs.  Stevens,  Hudson,  R.  Watling,  Cooper,  and 
Hawkins  also  weighing  flth.  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr. 
Manly  had  chub  and  perch  from  other  waters.  It  is 
witli  deep  regret  that  I  have  to  chronicle  the  death  of 
^Ics.  H.  Killiok,  wife  of  our  member,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  offering  the  members'  sincere  sympathy 
and  condolence  to  Mr.  Killick  and  family.  — W. 
Watling. 

Liver  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  Duke  of  Edin- 
burgh Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liverpool.— We  had 
a  well-attended  meeting  on  Sept.  17,  and  several 
niattejs  of  importance  were  discussed.  The  report  of 
six  members  who  had  sojourned  a  week  in  Scotland, 
fishing  the  rivers  Annan  and  Milk,  was  received  with 
much  interest.  Final  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
first  outing  of  the  Association  (as  a  body),  and  will 
take  place  on  Oct.  3.  Dinner  will  take  place  at  the 
Townshend's  Arms  Hotel,  Wincham,  and  upon  return- 
ing to  Liverpool  supper  will  be  in  readiness  at  our 
headquarters  at  9  p.m.  Country  members  please  note. 
— "  March  Brown." 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C.— Competition  (to-day)  Saturday,  Sept.  21 
and  Sept.  22  at  Hoddesdon;  rendezvous.  Fish  and 
Eels.  Mr.  N.  Martin  weighed  in  some  nice  heavy 
roaoh  on  Saturday  last  from  Waltham.  lilembers 
please  note  that  sea  competition  follows  shortly.  All 


likely  to  attend  please  notify  hou.  secretary,  as  special 
arrangements  have  been  agreed  upon. — Sii)  Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  Sept.  15  our 
match  at  Harlow  was  not  a  great  success,  only  four 
prizes  being  taken  out  of  seven,  and  following  were 
successful;  Messrs.  W.  Richards,  sen.,  first;  W. 
Norman,  second  ;  S.  Barrett,  third ;  J.  Mills,  fourth. 
Mr.  E.  Lamb  showed  some  nice  roach  and  dace  out  of 
the  match.  On  Sept.  22  a  boundary  match  takes 
place  for  remaining  prizes  at  King's  Langley.  All 
members  taking  part  must  be  at  Euston  by  9  o'clock. 
— G.  Taylor. 

Oglandeh  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.  —  During  last  week 
Messrs.  G.  Wooldridge,  H.  Lehmann,  G.  Cartwright, 
P.  Kluske,  and  H.  Watts  weighed  in.  On  Sept.  15  we 
had  some  nice  roach  by  W.  Mayler,  W.  E.  Nayler, 
and  A.  Kidd.  Mr.  Mueller  and  C.  G.  Myers  had  a 
few  bream.  On  Tuesday,  Sept.  17,  Mr.  Wood  weighed 
in  jack.  The  final  arrangements  for  punt  outing  are 
now  on  the  board  at  club  house  ;  no  one  can  enter 
after  Sept.  20  ;  draw  for  stations  10.30  p.m.,  Sept.  27. 
Second  round  cup  competition  will  take  place  at 
Wateringbury.  Do  not  forget  our  visit  on  Thursday, 
Sept.  26.  Tickets  for  South  London  Competition, 
Oct.  6,  are  now  to  hand. — W.  S.  C. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Our  peg-down  match  at  Harlow  resulted 
as  follows  :  Mr.  Carter  1st,  Mr.  Fox  2nd,  Mr.  Angel 
3rd,  Mr.  White  4th,  and  Mr.  R.  Hopton5th.  A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next  to  arrange 
benefit  concert,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend. 
— H.  Gates. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mason's 
Arms,  East-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  Windsor 
outing  on  Sept.  15,  for  four  half-guineas,  was  some- 
what disappointing,  although  the  prizes  were  taken : 
Messrs.  Fredericks  (Bow),  first ;  Gardfaam,  second ; 
Gibbs,  third  ;  Watkins,  fourth  ;  also  weighed  :  Messrs. 
R.  Hatherill,  Scutt,  Regardson,  Childs,  and  A. 
Hatherill.— T.  G.  Gibbs. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — On  Sept.  15,  Messrs.  Carr  and 
Tayler  weighed  in  roach  and  perch.  On  Oct.  2  we 
receive  a  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  list ;  on  Oct.  13  a 
prize  outing.  Members,  please  attend  next  meeting  to 
arrange  details. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Sept.  16,  Mr.  Price  was  the 
only  member  who  weighed  in,  he  having  a  nice  show  of 
roach  weighing  101b.  ISIr.  Shepherd,  our  delegate,  gave 
us  a  very  interesting  report  of  what  took  place  at 
Cripplegate.  Mr.  Price  brought  us  two  now  hon. 
membersand  Mr.  Coates  a  working  member.  On 
Tuesday  next,  Sept.  24,  a  complimentary  concert  will 
be  given  to  Mr.  Shawe,  an  old  and  esteemed  member. 
I  hope  to  see  all  members  present. — F.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  15th,  only  Mr.  H. 
Lewis  weighed  in  some  very  nice  barbel.  Ou  the  iKth 
we  were  well  attended  and  did  a  lot  of  business.  On 
Oct.  G,  we  go  to  Windsoi-  to  fish  a  competition  for 
several  very  nice  prizes.  I  hope  to  sec  all  mcuibcrs 
, present  next  Wednesday  evening. — J.  Giuhons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Sept.  15  the  following  weighed 
in  :  Messrs.  E.  Perry,  bream  aiul  roach  ;  G.  Williams, 
bream;  P.  Gardiner,  roach ;  Lisshaw,  roach;  J.  Pa3iic, 
roach;  J.  Walker,  roach;  Thomson,  roach.  Auditing 
of  the  books  took  place  on  Sept.  12,  and  found  correct. 
Members  wishing  to  compete  for  the  prizes  on  Sept. 
29,  must  be  clear  on  the  books. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  •  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy  -  square,  W.  —  On 
Sept.  8,  Mr.  Ashwood  weighed  in  a  41b.  loz.  jack,  and 
Mr.  J.  Barnes  roach.  On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Pennell 
a  41b.  IJoz.  bream,  roach,  etc.  As  we  have  to  consider 
a  match,  new  members,  etc.  I  should  like  to  see  a 
fine  attendance  of  members. — ^W.  Aluis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Sept.  15, 
Mr.  Clark  weighed  in  show  of  bream  and  dace,  and 
Mr.  Woollen  perch.  Members  please  note  that  our 
sea  outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  takes  place  on 
Oct.  13.— R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  take  place  on  Thurs- 
day, Sept.  2G,  to  the  Oglander  Piscatorials,  Oglander 
Hotel,  Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.  This  being 
their  first  visit,  I  trust  every  society  will  support  them. 
A  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  Collingwood 
Angling  Society  on  Thursday  last,  and  the  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  Thames  match  on  Oct.  6, 
from  the  Red  House  to  Sonning  Lock. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  E.— On  Sept.  15,  Messrs.  P.  Tewson,  sen.,  C. 
Bolding,  Stothart,  C.  Ruston,  and  Johnson  weighed  in 
roach  ;  G.  Jolly  bream  and  roach  ;  A.  Clapshaw,  bream 
and  jack  ;  J.  Fairbourne,  a  good  show  of  sea  fish.  Our 
next  match  to  take  place  in  the  Chelmer  on  Oct.  6th, 
pegged  down. — W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.-=-Messrs,  R. 


Tirrcll,  W.  Brookman,  E.  Barker,  S.  E.  Steer,  ami  \V. 
Shopheard  have  weighed  in  barbel,  tencli,  and  roacli. 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  (Sept.  17)  the  final  con- 
ditions of  match  were  decided  as  follows  :— London 
Bridge,  7.6  a.m.  on  Sept.  22,  to  Paddock  Wood; 
boundary  from  Chcfjuers  Inn  to  Bran  Bridge,  Peck- 
ham;  cease  fi.shing  at  6  p.m. ;  all  other  conditions  as 
usual.    We  have  elected  a  new  member. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— We  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  at  match  at  Harlow,  thirty  fish 
weighing  171b.  being  taken.  Result  of  match  :  Mr. 
G.  Hobbs,  first;  Mr.  G.  Payne,  second;  Mr.  Grande, 
third;  Mr.  Bacon,  fourth.  Messrs.  W.  Hobbs,  W. 
Drake,  Smith,  and  P.  Bates  also  had  fish.  Mr.  G. 
Hobbs  weighed  in  a  fine  show  of  roach  on  Sept.  17. — 
G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  1,  Sussex  House  Terrace, 
Fulham-palace-road,  Hammersmith.— Sport  has  been 
very  quiet  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  P.  C.  French 
had  several  fine  dace,  scaling  31b.  lloz.  Members 
please  note  that  our  outing  on  Sept.  22  takes  place  at 
Shepperton,  all  competitors  to  go  down  by  the  first 
train  and  meet  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  where  all 
arrangements  will  be  decided.— J.  S.  P.  Webb. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Ham"58tead-road.— On  Sept.  15 
we  had  a  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  by  the 
following  members :  T.  Austin,  roach  and  dace ;  A. 
Lindsey,  dace  and  gudgeon;  P.  Lindsey,  gudgeon. 
On  Oct.  2  we  call  a  general  meeting.  Will  all  mem- 
bers kindly  attend,  as  it  is  very  important  business? 
Also  to  arrange  a  place  for  outing. — P.  Lindsev. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.  —  Our  outing  on 
Sept.  15  and  16  was  a  great  success.  The  following 
were  the  prizewinners  :  Messrs.  H.  Templeman,  first ; 

A.  Dungate,  second  ;  A.  Glass,  third  ;  W.  Kerry,  fourth. 
Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  12,  at  Bourne  End, 
for  a  supper. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C.— During 
the  last  few  weeks  we  have  had  some  very  nice  shows 
of  fish  weighed  in  by  our  members,  amongst  which 
were  several  takes  of  bream  from  131b.  to  421b.  6oz., 
the  largest  bream  going  5Jlb.,  41b.  6oz.,  and  41b.,  also 
some  nice  perch,  largest  lib.  lloz. — Matt.  Cuddon. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association. — Our 
third  competition  took  place  on  Sept.  12.  There  were 
ten  competitors  for  three  prizes,  which  were  won 
respectively  by  Messrs.  C.  Davey  T.  Hall,  J.  V.  Savage, 
sen.,  H.  Cocks,  W.  Hemmiiigs,  and  J.  V.  Savage,  jun. 
After  the  competition  a  supper  was  partaken  of  at  the 
Anglers'  Hotel,  served  in  our  host's  usually  good  style. 
Songs,  rendered  by  Messrs.  Higgs,  Newby,  Thorn, 
Squire,  Clark,  etc.,  brought  a  very  enjoyable  evening 
tu  a  close. — H.  Newby. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhal  1  - 
street,  Walthamstow. — Our  competition  to  Cliesliuiil. 
was  largely  attended,  bul;  poor  sport  resulied.  Mr. 
Facey  obtained  two  jack,  and  IMessis.  T.  Caylen, 
Iv.  ]\larshall,  and  P.  Rumsey,  roadi.  There  ai-e  still 
some  prizes  which  have  not  yet  been  taken  to  h& 
fished.  Don't  forget  to  clear  books  ou  quarter  night, 
and  election  of  officers  (yearly)  on  Sept.  26.  The  prize 
list  is  now  ready  at  the  club  liouse.— W.  Callcut. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Kydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  match  at  Bctehworth  on  Sept.. 
15  resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  llarman,  bream;  Mr. 
Camp,  roach;  Mr.  Mercer,  roach;  Mr.  Dcssart,  dace; 
and  Mr.  Barton,  dace.  We  fish  our  next  competition 
on  Oct.  6,  place  to  be  decided  next  meeting.  Our 
members  are  giving  their  best  support  to  the  Andrews 
case,  and  I  hope  shortly  to  forward  their  donation  to 
the  cause. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.  —  The  following 
members  weighed  in  last  week  : — Messrs.  Bowles,  T. 
Miller,  Newton,  sen.,  Newton,  jun..  Turner,  I'billips 
(roach),  P.  W.  Hartt  (roach  and  perch),  and  I'cthurst 
(roach  and  bream).  We  fish  our  next  match  (roving) 
at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  29,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — R.  Pethurst. 

Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society,  Golden 
Marine,  Francis-street,  Woolwich,  S.E. — Nine  of  our 
members  fished  the  last  round  of  the  Plumstcad  and 
Woolwich  District  Challenge  Cup  competition,  whic)i 
resulted  in  the  Woolwich  Brothers  winning  the  cup 
for  tlie  next  season,  the  l'.0.F.-4.S.  being  .second,  and 
W.B.A.S.  third.    We  had  a  nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  R. 

B.  Watts  being  first,  Mr.  J.  King,  senr.,  second,  and 
Mr.  W.  Smith  (United  Old  Friends)  third,  in  a  sweep- 
stake.— R.  B.  Watts. 

Ye  Olde  Clapham  Rovers'  Angling  Society, 
the  Windmill,  Clapham-park-road.  —  We  have  au 
outing  ou  Sept.  22,  for  three  prizes.  Full  particulars 
can  be  had  on  inquiry  at  clubhouse. — F.  Tavlou. 


Mr.  Beet  and  a  friend,  while  stopping  at  Cantley 
for  a  few  days'  fishing,  had  some  good  sport  near 
Langley  Dyke.  On  Septembex  14  they  caught  nearly 
fou^  stone  of  bream  and  roach,  .\mongst  tne  former 
was  a  fine  specimen  of  5!b.  4oz.,  together  with  sa.venaL 
over  31b. 
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Thkough  the  kindness  of  the  Lambeth  Water 
Company,  an  old  reservoir  situated  between  Hampton 
and  Sunbury,  on  the  Surrey  side,  was  allowed  to  be 
netted  with  a  view  to  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
Thames.  This  was  most  successfully  carried  out  on 
Friday  (Sept.  13).  Mr.  G.  Wright,  of  the  King's  Head, 
Shepperton,  ably  assisted,  and  during  the  evening  a 
considerable  quantity  of  various  fish  were  placed  in  the 
river  close  to  Shepperton  Church.  The  fish  did  not 
appear  to  have  suffered  for  their  removal.  The  best 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Wright  and  others  for  their 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  fisheries  at  this 
well-known  spot. 


A  SHOET  time  ago  a  gentleman,  with  whom  my 
business  brings  me  into  frequent  contact,  asked  me 
if  I  knew  of  a  good  seaside  resort  where  he  could 
get  rest  and  ozone.  Of  course  there  are  numerous 
such  places,  but  having  read  "  Dragnet,  Jun.'s"  letter 
from  Deal  he  elected  to  spend  his  holiday  at  that 
quaint  old  town.  I  have  had  a  letter  from  him,  and 
he  says  he  is  having  a  right  royal  time  of  it,  and  the 
perfect  enjoyment  of  sitting  in  a  boat  far  out  at  sea  is 
doing  wonders  for  him.  "A.  H."  thanks  ns  for  giving 
him  such  a  good  "  tip,"  and  praises  Deal  as  a  health 

resort  and  "paradise  for  anglers."    He  continues  :  

"I  am  growing  quite  enthusiastic  over  the  fishing. 
Two  gentlemen,  staying  at  Dudley  House  (Messrs.  W. 
B.  Dixon  and  E.  A.  Grey),  fishing  from  a  boat,  accom- 
panied by  that  well-known  fisherman  G.  Baker, 
accounted  for  351  fish  (whiting,  codling,  and  plaice) 
in  one  day. 


"  The  rivalry  between  the  rod  wielded  by  Mr.  Dixon 
and  the  line  'worked'  by  Mr.  Grey  was  very  keen, 
but  in  the  end  the  rod  won  by  many  points.  These 
gentlemen  have  taken  me  under  their  wings,  and, 
having  '  tasted  blood,'  I  hope  when  we  find  the  fish  in 
the  same  mood  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  vet  more 
satisfactory  account.  To  see  fish  pulled  out  of  tlie 
sea  three  and  four  at  a  time  makes  one  regret  not 
having  acquired  the  'gentle  '  art  long  ago.  I  can 
imagine  no  more  perfect  way  of  spending  a  holiday. 
Again  I  say,  Thank  you  and  young  Dragnet  for  calling 
my  attention  to  Deal."  [Don't  take  them  all  out, 
Mr.  A.  H.,  for  I  am  getting  over  my  "  indisposition," 
and  in  addition  to  patronising  the  "  baker,"  I  hope  to 
be  a  good  customer  to  the  butcher.] 


The  Kent  Messenger,  of  Sept.  14,  in  its  "Angling 
Column"  signed  "Lobworm,"  gives  some  interesting 
information  re  the  Modway.  But  "Lobworm"  is 
followed  by  "Novice,"  who  says:  "Anglers  will  bo 
turning  their  attention  to  the  pike  now  the  autumn  is 
approaching,  and  will  find  the  best  baits  are  small 
dace  or  gudgeon.  I  think  it  is  best  to  use  small  baits, 
because  the  Medwayis  very  clear,  and  a  bright  dace  is 
easily  seen.  When  the  water  is  discoloured,  use  a 
larger  bait.  For  tackle,  I  should  try  sardine  or 
bickerdyke  snaps,  although  I  find  paternostering  is 
used  by  several  of  the  old  hands."  [I  never  tried 
"sardines"  ;  I  liave  tried  Jardine  and  "Bickerdyke" 
snaps,  and  also  "  sardines  "  (on  toast)  as  a  "  snack."] 


The  herring  seems,  says  Country  Life,  to  be  the 
only  kind  of  fish  that  are  maintaining  their  numbers. 
Boats  this  year  have  taken  more  than  they  caught  last 
year,  though  it  is  true  this  is  comparison  with  a  very 
poor  year.  But  the  herring  spawns  in  the  deep  sea, 
and  the  circumstance  that  his  numbers  are  fairly  kept 
up,  while  the  "white  fish  "  as  they  call  them  in  Scot- 
land are  diminishing  to  a  degree  that  threatens  both 
the  fishing  industry  and  the  national  food  supply  very 
seriously,  is  an  argument  the  more  on  the  side  of 
those  who  charge  the  trawlers  with  being  the  cause 
that  the  white  fish  are  decreasing. 


On  page  201  will  be  found  a  glowing  account  of  the 
Deal  Boatmen's  Regatta  of  Sept.  16,  in  which  the 
writer  makes  mention  of  the  "  Veterans  "  who  have 
risked  their  lives  in  saving  others.  He  little  thought 
that  on  the  morrow,  Sept.  17,  the  Deal  lifeboat  would 
be  requisitioned.  From  the  Star  of  Sept.  18  the 
following  is  culled  :  "  The  Italian  barque  Maria,  bound 
from  Marseilles  to  the  Baltic,  with  linseed,  went  ashore 
oS  the  north-west  point  of  the  Goodwins  yesterday  in 
a  south-west  gale  and  heavy  rain.  The  coxswain  of 
the  Deal  lifeboat  sighted  her,  with  heavy  seas  breaking 
over  her.  He  summoned  his  crew  and  launched  the 
lifeboat.  About  half-past  two  the  mainmast  of  the 
ship  fell.  When  the  lifeboat  arrived  the  ship  was  full 
of  water  and  the  crew  clinging  to  the  rigging.  Failing 
to  get  alongside  with  the  anchor  ahead  the  Deal 
coxswain  chopped  the  cable  and  sailed  full  at  the  ship. 
The  eddy  tide  carried  her  round,  and  she  struck  the 
ship  a  terrible  blow,  damaging  her  rudder.  The  crew 
jumped  as  the  lifeboat  struck  the  ship.  Two  jumped 
on  the  fore  bulkhead,  and  the  remaining  eight  jumped 
on  the  after  bulkliead  when  the  boat  struck  the  ship 


by  the  stern.  The  tug  Warrior  towed  the  lifeboat  in, 
and  the  crew  were  landed  at  Deal  about  half-past  four, 
amid  great  excitement.  Several  were  nearly  injured 
in  jumping  out  owing  to  the  backwash.  Coxswain 
Roberts  and  the  crew  are  deserving  of  the  greatest 
praise  for  their  clever  rescue.  Two  of  the  crew  were 
taken  to  the  Cottage  Hospital  at  Deal  suffering  from 
shook,  the  other  eight  being  sent  to  Dover.  The  barque 
is  a  total  wreck." 


Mr.  E.  D.  Odimead  writes: — "I  had  the  good 
fortune  to  land,  at  water  near  Walthamstow,  on 
Sept.  15,  a  roach  in  very  fine  condition,  and  weighing 
21b.  loz.  The  peculiar  part  of  it  was  its  tail.  It  had 
not  a  fin  tail  as  is  usual,  but  one  formed  after  the  style 
of  the  screw  of  a  steam  launch.  There  was  no  indica- 
tion of  mutilation,  for  it  was  perfectly  formed,  and 
looked  quite  natural  as  well  as  practical.  The  fish 
played  splendidly.  I  am  having  same  set  up  at 
Cooper's.  Shall  be  glad  to  know  if  anybody  else  has 
ever  seen  a  similar  tail  on  any  fish."  ["  Screw  tails" 
are  not  at  all  uncommon  among  gold  fish,  but  very 
rare  indeed  among  roach.  Although  it  did  not  appear 
to  be  mutilated,  it  must  have  been  suffering  from 
some  malformation.] 


OUR  F.G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 


Me.  C.  W.  Glassinciton. 


The  above  is  supposed  to  represent  one  of  the 
recently-elected  members  of  the  committee  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  Mr.  Chas.W.  Glassington. 
His  favourite  sport  is  sea  angling,  at  which  he  never 
tires,  day  or  night.  In  1899  he  gained  one  of  the  silver 
medals  of  the  society  for  whiting,  and  ever  since  then 
he  has  been  trying  for  a  big  fish.  He  has  not  yet  got 
anything  heavier  than  a  141b.  cod,  but  he  is  still  trying. 
In  addition  to  visiting  the  usual  fishing  resorts  on  the 
south  and  east  coasts  of  England,  he  has  had  good 
sport  on  the  south  and  west  coasts  of  Ireland.  He  is 
the  right  sort  of  man  to  be  on  any  committee,  as  he 
has  the  (unfortunate  ?)  knack  of  speaking  his  mind 
openly,  and  has  never  been  known  to  vote  on  any 
matter  unless  he  knows  what  he  is  voting  about.  He 
is  occasionally  visited  with  attacks  of  chronic  rheuma- 
tism, and  to  this  cause  he  attributes  his  occasional 
attacks  of  bad  temper.  He  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  dental  profession,  in  which  he  has  been  a  teacher 
for  the  last  eighteen  years.  Many  old  students  of  the 
National  Dental  Hosi^ital  in  Great  Portland-street 
considered  him  their  "  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend." 


Mr.  G.  D.  Taylor,  while  barbel  fishing  on  Sept.  15 
in  Benson  Weir  pool,  near  Wallingford,  Berks,  hooked 
and  landed  a  121b.  jack  with  a  worm.  It  was  caught 
upon  one  of  Carter's  trout  worming  hooks  with  fine 
gut,  but  fortunately  the  hook  got  a  good  hold  in  the 
side  of  the  mouth,  and  quite  out  of  the  way  of  the 
teeth, 


Now  that  the  Mick  haa  thoroughly  mastered  the 
difficulties  of  balancing  himself  and  can  ride  nearly 
ten  yards  and  a  sixteenth  without  falling  off,  ho  is 
more  than  ever  convinced  that  cycling  is  a  pastime 
full  of  ;anomalies  and  curious  paradoxes.  The  other 
day  he  arrived  on  his  boneshaker  at  Drag  Mansion 
to  enquire  after  my  health.  "  Sure,"  he  said,  "  when 
I'm  inclined  to  mount  on  an  incline  I  decline  it,  but  I 
always  incline  to  mount  on  a  decline."  Personally  I 
decline  to  mount  whether  it  is  on  an  incline  or  a 
decline. 


The  following  anecdote  shows  that  even  a  local  post 
office  supplies  occasionally  a  spark  of  fun.  A  certain 
newspaper  was  sent  daily  by  post  to  a  reader  in  a  small 
country  town.  Presently  the  paper  was  returned  with 
the  remark,  "Addressee  dead."  The  newspaper  clerk 
who  despatched  the  paper  forgot  to  take  the  name  off 
his  list,  and  went  on  sending  the  paper.  After  a  fort- 
night the  country  postman  returned  a  copy  with  the 
inscription,  "  Addressee  dead  and  buried."  Once  more 
the  clerk  forgot  to  cross  the  name  off  the  list,  and 
once  more  it  came  back,  inscribed  in  large  letters  with 
this  piece  of  information—"  Addressee  dead,  buried, 
and  not  yet  come  back  from  the  dead."  This  timo 
the  hint  was  taken. 


THE  WEED. 
By  Kibke  La  Shblle. 
Fill  up  the  pipe !    And  touch  the  flaming  match  ! 
The  swallows  twitter  'neath  the  dripping  thatch. 
But  bravely  leaps  the  blaze  within,  and  while 
This  joy  is  ours  let's  troll  a  lilting  catch ! 

"Ah,  sweet  content  I    Here  is  thy  mild  abode;" 
In  clouds  of  smoke  we  slip  each  weary  load 

Of  dire  responsibility  and  dread 
And,  care  free,  frolic  on  delight's  highroad. 

Fill  up  the  pipe !    This  joy  remains  the  same ; 
The  weed's  a  mistress  that  can  ne'er  grow  tame ; 

She  never  palls,  nor  solace  e'er  denies 
To  prince  or  pauper,  to  the  fleet  or  lame. 

The  hurrying  years  depart  in  goodly  show ; 
What  matter?    When  the  western  sim  is  low 

It  gives  its  richest  colour,  and  the  winds 
Through  Autumn's  golden  branches  softly  blow. 

Hot  youth  is  good,  but  on  Time's  rapid  wing 
Maturer  years  full  compensation  bring — 

A  mind  well  rounded  out  and  rich  with  all 
The  harmonies  that  prompt  the  heart  to  sing. 

A  few  good  friends,  a  seat  beside  the  fire, 

A  well-filled  pouch  at  hand  and  pipe  of  brier. 

And  in  the  heart  a  love  of  all  mankind. 
And  age  is  not  catastrophe  so  dire. 

Fill  up  the  pipe  1  And  let  me  dream  again 
Of  youth's  ambitions,  bauble-liko  and  vain ; 

So  mellow  are  the  memories  that  I 
Without  a  bitter  thought  review  and  train. 

For  nearly  all  is  vain  to  which  we  cling  ; 
Wealth,  power,  fame,  success — whate'er  the  ring, 

'Tis  base  in  metal ;  even  Love,  so  fair, 
Is^far  more  vain  than  any  other  thing. 

Fill  up  the  pipe  !    Here  vanity  must  end ; 
Turkish,  Perique,  Virginia,  sweetly  blend 

With  Latakia  and  Havana  too. 
And  each  to  each  new  excellence  doth  lend. 

The  weed,  turned  ashes,  quickly  is  forgot ; 
But  joyously  it  yields  its  fragrant  lot ; 

Also  man  lives  and  dies  and  turns  to  dust. 
But  all  in  rollicking  good  cheer.    Why  not  ? 

This,  then,  our  cue— to  swiftly  emulate 
Tobacco  and  its  democratic  state  ; 

To  give  of  comfort  wheresoe'er  we  may 
And  love  all  men  and  leave  the  rest  to  fate. 

And  some  far  day,  if  I  should  chance  to  be 
Marooned  on  barren  rock  in  sad  salt  sea 

Where  this  thrice-blessed  weed  may  never  grow, 
Pill  up  the  pipe  !    And  smoke  that  pixie  for  me. 

— Harper's  Weekly. 


The  Lychnobites  are  fishing  a  competition  to-day 
(Saturday)  at  the  Fish  and  Eels,  Hoddesdon.  I  have 
often  wondered  how  it  is  that  this  spot  is  not  more 
frequented  by  London  anglers,  as  good  fishing  is 
invariably  to  be  had. 


What  is  the  difference  between  the  Editor  and  the 
Editor's  wife  ?  The  latter  sets  things  to  rights  and  the 
former  writes  things  to  set. 


Again  I  have  to  thank  most  heartily  all  who  have 
kindly  asked  "how  I'm  progressing."  First-rate; 
thanks  to  good  nurses,  a  good  Editor,  and  to  dear 
Dr.  Moran — a  most  skilful  man.  Am  out  and  about 
once  more,  and  every  day  may  be  seen  in  the  Rue  de 
Fleet  the  somewhat  pale  face  of  Dkagnet. 


September  21,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


190 


Provineial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening,  Sept.  12.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
presided,  and  i\Ir.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  general  meeting  were  read  and  adopted,  to- 
gether with  tlie  minutes  of  the  special  general  meeting 
dealing  with  the  contest  business.  The  work  done  by 
the  committee  during  the  past  three  months  was  also 
adopted  with  little  comment.  A  vacancy  having  occurred 
on  the  committee  through  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Perry, 
of  the  Aston  Britannia  Society,  several  gentlemen  were 
nominated  for  the  office,  but  upon  the  vote  being 
taken  Mr.  Wakeham,  of  the  Vine  Unity,  was  elected. 
The  retirement  of  Mr.  G.  White,  the  general  secretary, 
was  next  taken,  when  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller  was  elected 
to  the  office  for  the  present  year  and  for  the  year  1902. 
The  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report  was  received 
and  adopted ;  this  went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £136 
lay  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  association.  Mr.  C. 
White  informed  the  meeting  that  he  had  paid  the  rail- 
way company  £208  2s.  lOJd.  for  railway  tickets,  and  that 
979J  tickets  had  been  sold.  It  was  resolved  to  distribute 
the  prizes  won  in  the  late  contest  on  Thursday  evening, 
Sept.  20,  when  the  usual  smoking  concert  will  be  held  ; 
all  members  of  the  association  are  invited.  At  the 
close  of  the  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  present  a 
testimonial  to  Mr.  C.  White,  and  also  to  forward  £5  to 
the  Abingdon  Association  for  restocking  purposes. — 
The  St.  Paul's  Society  held  their  general  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  when  a  strong  muster  of 
members  turned  up.  The  balance-sheet  and  auditors' 
report  were  very  satisfactory ;  it  went  to  show  that  the 
club  had  198  members  on  the  books  and  that  they  had 
made  twenty-two  new  members  during  the  quarter 
and  that  the  sum  of  £oG  is.  lay  in  the  Post  Office 
Bank  to  the  credit  of  the  society.  It  was  decided 
to  hold  a  bye-contest,  and  Mr.  F.  Hughes  was 
elected  to  act  as  referee.  Several  valuable  prizes  were 
promised. — The  Railway  Tavern  Society  held  a  bye- 
contest  on  the  Severn  at  Kemsey  on  Sept.  15,  when 
the  following  members,  in  the  order  named,  succeeded 
in  taking  the  best  prizes : — Messrs.  G.  Caperuhurst, 
J.  Hobbs,  junr.,  J.  Eldin,  W.  Allen,  H.  Bowers,  and 
J.  Owen ;  the  winner's  weight  was  lib.  lojoz.  The 
half-yearly  subscription  is  now  due  to  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association.  A  general  meeting  of  the  P. A. A. 
will  be  held  on  Saturday  (Oct.  5)  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield;  chair  taken  at  six  o'clock, 
prdmpt. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  chief  event  of  the  week,  so  far  as  the  Fen 
District  is  concerned,  was  the  £150  sweepstakes  in 
connection  with  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association, 
which  took  place  on  the  Witham,  at  Kirkstead,  on 
Monday  (Sept.  16).  Extensive  preparations  had  been 
made  for  the  event,  and  the  weather  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  Some  1075  anglers  took  part  in  the 
contest,  and  the  line  extended  about  eight  miles  in 
length.  Fishing  began  at  one  o'clock  and  continued 
for  three  hours,  when  the  weighing  in  process  com- 
menced. The  best  sport  was  had  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tattershall,  and  it  was  in  this  district  that  the  first 
prize-winner  had  his  allotted  place.  This  was  the 
twenty-third  competition  in  connection  with  the 
association,  and  it  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the 
best.  Only  about  twenty-five  of  those  who  entered 
did  not  compete.  The  following  were  the  xjrincipal 
prize  winners :  £10— T.  F.  Jukes,  Sheffield,  101b.  f  oz. ; 
f7-B.  Elliott,  Sheffield,  71b.  15oz.  ;  £6-G.  Bunting, 
Sheffield,  61b.  IS^oz.  ;  £5— W.  Brookes,  Sheffield,  61b. 
14^02. ;  £3  15s.— W.  Swift,  Sheffield,  61b.  13oz.,  and 
W.  Arnold,  Sheffield,  61b.  13oz  ;  £3— R.  Allen,  Lincoln, 
61b.  12ioz. ;  £2  10s.— G.  Harrop,  Sheffield,  51b.  10,^oz.; 
£2  5s.— W.  H.  White,  Sheffield,  51b.  7^oz.,  and"  H. 
Taylor,  Sheffield,  51b.  4oz.  ;  £2— G.  Staniforth,  Shef- 
field, 51b.  2ioz. ;  W.  Johnson,  Sheffield,  51b.  loz. ;  H. 
Court,  Sheffield,  51b.  f  oz. ;  and  A.  Watkinson,  Sheffield, 
41b.  13Joz.  The  latter  also  took  Covmcillor  Wheatley's 
prize  of  £1  Is.,  and  the  Anglers'  Cup  for  the  best 
specimen  fish.  Altogether  there  were  about  230  prizes. 
The  general  conditions  for  angling  on  the  Fen  waters 
continue  good,  and  sport  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
average  of  the  previous  week.  Roach  have  been 
extremely  active,  and  have  accepted  the  creed  wheat 
and  maggot  baits  with  avidity. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  championship  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  was  decided  last  Saturday,  Sept.  14,  at 
Acton  Bridge.  The  results  were  very  poor,  top  weight 
only  6oz.  Idr. ;  but  even  this  was  enough  to  decide 
the  event.  Mr.  Geo.  Spencer  was  the  winner,  the 
next  in  order  being  Messrs.  T.  Makin,  S.  R.  Lodge, 
J.  Green,  and  E.  Gilbert.  In  the  juvenile  match  at 
Thelwall  on  the  same  day  five  prizes  were  oflered,  and 
8oz.  was  top  weight;  the  prizes  were  awarded  to 


Masters  W.  Wright,  J.  Holden,  R.  Spencer,  H. 
Morris,  and  W.  Thompson.  —  The  Howley  Angling 
Society  fished  their  match  at  Broken  Cross, 
the  top  weight  being  12oz.  14dr.  The  prizes 
were  awarded,  the  first  eight  going  to  Messrs. 
E.  Gilbert,  B.  Dobson,  J.  Nicholson,  J.  Ward, 
T.  Robinson,  J.  Berry,  P.  Clare,  and  W.  Leigh. — The 
Clifton  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Astley  to-day 
(Sept.  21)  to  fish  a  contest  in  the  local  canal. — -Once 
more  one  of  our  local  rivers,  the  Bollin,  is  very  low 
and  hardly  worth  a  visit,  in  fact,  fewer  rods  than 
usual  have  been  out.  —  The  Stanley  Angling 
Society,  at  Leigh,  fished  a  contest  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  14)  in  the  local  canal  near  the  town.  The 
first  six  winners  are  Messrs.  W.  Rothwell,  J.  Cart- 
wright,  T.  Seddon,  T.  Warbutton,  R.  Farrimond, 
and  F.  Thorne.  Our  rivers,  the  Ribble,  Lune,  and 
Wyre,  continue  to  disappoint  from  various  reasons, 
but  chiefly  from  scarcity  of  water  and  accumulation  of 
pollution  and  rubbish.  Only  in  the  lower  portions  is 
any  sport  to  be  met  with.  Angling  matters  in  Liver- 
pool are  very  brisk.  Every  club  is  in  evidence  with 
either  a  contest  or  expedition  of  some  sort  so  highly 
esteemed  by  anglers.  In  the  Oldham,  Ashton,  and 
Stalybridge  districts  things  appear  to  be  very  quiet. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Longsight  Angling  Society  have  suflered  a  distinct 
loss  by  the  death  of  their  esteemed  treasurer  Mr.  John 
Lord.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  and  successful  angler. 
The  last  tokens  of  respect  were  paid  in  the  Southern 
Cemetery  by  his  old  friends,  one  of  whom  the  Kev. 
C.  P.  Roberts  reading  the  burial  service.  The  Royal 
Oak  Anglers  concluded  the  season  at  Agden  but  only 
had  poor  results,  the  prizes  going  for  very  small 
weights  to  Messrs.  T.  Boden,  J.  Rothwell,  W.  Fer- 
minger,  W.  Fitton,  W.  McDonald,  W.  Seddon,  J.  Morris, 
W.  Rayner,  W.  Seddall,  and  J.  Hope.  The  Welcomb 
Angling  Society  fished  their  second  contest  at  North- 
wich  last  week-end,  and  awarded  prizes  to  Messrs.  W. 
Dyson,  A.  Hutchinson,  G.  Barber,  W.  Arnold,  F.  W. 
Garner,  J.  Heaton,  R.  Lewis,  and  J.  Ward.  The  new 
executive  is  president  Mr.  J.  Staiiord,  vice  Mr.  T.  Ash- 
worth,  treasurer  Mr.  Arnold,  secretary  Mr.  Hawkins, 
committee  Messrs.  Newton,  Dyson,  Foden,  Smith,  and 
Ward.  Anglers  on  the  Severn  have  done  well. 
The  Star  Angling  Society  fish  their  maiden  match 
at  Broken  Cross  this  week  end  when  nine  prizes  are 
offered.  The  principal  item  of  interest  last  week  end 
was  the  first  competition  for  the  West  Salford  Angling 
Association  challenge  shield.  Seven  teams  entered,  and 
in  the  end  the  Weaste  Angling  Society  were  declared 
the  winners  with  lib.  4oz.  13dr.  for  eight  rods. 
Five  city  rods  at  Dogdyke  have  been  rather  dis- 
appointed with  their  visit,  having  only  had  about  a 
dozen  decent  sized  fish,  which  included  two  tench  and 
one  roach.  We  are  all  but  at  the  end  of  our  stunmer 
programme  and  onl)'  a  few  club  matches  remain  to  be 
disposed  of.  All  important  events  are  now  of  the 
past.  A  friendly  fixture  between  the  teams  holding 
the  three  local  trophies  would  be  highly  interesting 
and  arouse  a  lot  of  attention  by  way  of  winding  up  a 
very  dull  season  in  this  city. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  fallen,  but  scarcely  sufficient  to  make  any 
appreciable  difference  to  the  height  or  general  con- 
dition of  the  Trent.  In  the  Averham  district,  I\Ir. 
R.  H.  Jackson  and  his  boy,  Master  Geo.  Jackson, 
have  taken  nine  very  fine  barbel  with  greaves ;  and 
above  Averham  weir  Mr.  F.  Fish  and  Mr.  J.  Trueman 
have  caught  four  or  five  with  the  same  kind  of  bait. 
But  the  best  specimen  of  the  season,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  has  been  met  with  at  Kelham.  It  fell  to  the 
rod  of  the  keeper,  Mr.  E.  Marshall,  "Old  Ned,"  and 
scaled  BJlb.  On  the  same  section  Mr.  J.  CuUen  and 
Mr.  H.  Walker  have  excelled,  and  above,  on  Monday, 
Mr.  F.  J.  Lindley  and  Mr.  H.  Coxon  were  to  the  fore. 
Greaves,  in  every  case,  were  employed.  Mr.  H.  E. 
Birks  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Birks  have  again  been  busy 
amongst  roach  at  Cavendish  Bridge,  with  creed 
wheat,  and  above  the  bridge  Mr.  W.  E.  Ellis, 
a  resident,  has  the  credit  of  having  creeled,  amongst 
others,  one  of  21b.  On  Sept.  13  Mr.  W.  Stansfield 
caught  a  brace  of  chub  of  6ib.,  and  other  members  of 
the  Wellington  Society  did  fairly  well  amongst  roach 
and  dace.  A  few  pike  were  also  run,  and  several  have 
come  to  hand  from  King's  IMills,  whose  lessee  (Mr.  T. 
Wood)  is,  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  in  very  feeble  health. 
Mr.  0.  Tinims  has  taken,  in  his  private  pool,  large 
quantities  of  tench  with  the  worm.  On  Wednesday, 
Sept.  11,  the  City  Fox  and  Owl  Society  fished  their 
closing  match  of  the  summer  season  at  Girton.  Rain 
fell  heavily  at  intervals  and  the  takes  effected  conse- 
quently ran  small.  Mr.  J.  Luntley  won  first  prize, 
Mr.  C.  Tye  the  second,  and  Mr.  C.  Pidd  the  third. 
Some  handsome  perch  have  been  bagged  in  the  lakes 
near  Trent  Station. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  event  of  the  week  in  local  angling  circles  has 
been  the  £150  sweepstakes  promoted  for  the  twenty- 
third  time  by  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association.  The 
highest  cash  prize  was  £10,  and  the  lowest  prizes 
consisted  of  thirty  of  7s.  6d.  each.    The  entrance  fee 


was  23.,  and  there  were  l,100entries.  The  Witham,  with 
Kirkstead  as  headquarters,  was  selected  for  the  match, 
and  on  Monday,  1,075  of  the  entrants  competed,  the 
line  of  anglers  extending  over  a  distance  of  eight  miles. 
The  winner  of  the  first  prize  was  T.  F.  Jukes,  of 
Sheffield,  who  weighed  in  101b.  foz.,  the  next  best 
catch  being  71b.  15ox.  The  Tattershall  section,  fished 
by  Mr.  Jukes,  proved  the  most  successful  on  the  river; 
oyer  forty  weighed  in  more  than  41b.  each,  and  only 
eight  failed  to  weigh  in  over  lib.  each.  The 
best  fish  caught  fell  to  A.  Watkinson,  of  Sheffield, 
whose  basket  of  41b.  13foz.  included  a  roach  of  lib. 
lljoz.  A  fellow  angler  also  secured  one  just  under  a 
pound.    Heavy  rain  is  badly  wanted. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  and  the  weather  have  been  very  variable 
during  the  past  week  ;  some  days  fish  were  well  on  the 
feed,  on  others  they  wouldn't  be  tempted  by  any  bait. 
The  rivers  are  all  exceedingly  low  and  fine,  but  on 
Monday  afternoon  and  night  (Sept.  16)  and  through 
Tuesday  (Sept.  17)  we  had  a  heavy  downfall  of  rain, 
which  will  freshen  them  up  and  improve  sport.  The 
St.  John's  Club  fished  their  annual  contest  in  the 
Teme  at  Stanford  Bridge  on  Thursday  last  (Sept.  12). 
The  weather  was  favourable,  but  not  half  the 
members  attended,  although  there  were  six  good 
prizes  to  fish  ^or  and  a  beautiful  four  guinea  cup, 
made  specially  at  the  Worcester  Royal  Porcelain 
Works.  The  journey  by  brake  was  much  enjoyed,  but 
owing  to  the  low  condition  of  the  water  the  take  of 
fish  was  small.  Mr.  Maurice  Shipway  was  the  for- 
tunate winner  of  the  cup,  with  a  catch  of  31b.  lloz; 
Mr.  J.  Stokes,  second;  Mr.  C.  James,  third;  Mr.  C. 
Denley,  fourth ;  Mr.  R.  Morris,  fifth ;  and  Mr.  Higgs, 
sixth.  The  fish  were  weighed  at  the  headquarters, 
the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  on  their  return  home,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  hon.  sec,  presiding  at  the  scales. 
The  president  (Mr.  J.  Stokes)  congratulated  Mr. 
Shipway  onhissuccess,  and  presented  him  with  the  cup. 
The  health  of  the  winner  and  success  to  the  Associa- 
tion brought  to  an  end  a  most  enjoyable  outing.  The 
Berkeley  Arms  club  had  their  third  contest  in  the 
Severn  at  Kempsey,  also  on  Thursday.  Sport  was 
very  slow,  and  the  take  of  the  fish  small.  Mr.  A. 
Glover  won  first  prize,  and  special  for  the  heaviest 
brace  of  roach;  second,  Mr.  A.  Martin;  third,  Mr.  J. 
Bovven  ;  fourth,  Mr.  J.  Harris,  and  special  for  largest 
fish;  fifth,  Mr.  T.  Williams;  sixth,  Mr.  H.  Knight. 
The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  fished 
their  third  contest  at  Upton  -  on  -  Severn  on 
Sept.  15.  About  sixty  members  competed  for 
a  goodly  array  of  prizes,  but  as  no  fish  under 
three  ounces  are  allowed  to  pass  the  scales,  only 
five  of  the  prizes  were  won.  Mr.  E.  Birchley  won  the 
1st  prize ;  H.  Knight,  2nd ;  J.  Stanton,  3rd  ;  H. 
Thomas,  4th  ;  T.  Fletcher,  5th.  While  the  contest 
was  going  on,  Mr.  Seth  Robinson,  Turk's  Head, 
Worcester  (headquarters  of  the  club),  fished  the  river 
midstream  from  Mr.  Griffin's  boat,  and  caught  a  nice 
basket  of  fish  of  about  101b.  The  Sabrina  Club  fished 
a  contest  on  the  same  day  and  place,  and  were  less 
fortunate  than  the  other  club.  None  of  the  fish  taken 
came  quite  up  to  the  3oz.  limit,  consequently  no  prize 
was  taken,  which  will  necessitate  another  contest, 
when  it  is  hoped  they  will  have  better  fortune.  The 
bi-contest,  to  fish  for  the  eight  prizes  not  won  at  the 
late  inter-club  contest  at  Pershore,  is  arranged  to  take 
place  in  the  Severn  at  Kempsey  to-day  (Saturday). 


^o(cs  from  li^e  STorf^. 

FiBST  the  King  was  coming,  and  then  he  was  not ; 
so,  between  one  thing  and  another,  my  notes  would 
not  be  worth  reading. 


Then  there  was  the  promise  of  a  flood,  and  it  did 
not  come.  We  had  a  semi-spate  on  Tuesday  which 
might  have  altered  everything,  but  it  came  to  little  or 
naught. 


The  very  best  of  sport  is  nothing  to  boast  of,  yet  it 
is  being  got  on  the  smaller  streams  of  the  Ythau  and 
Ugie. 


On  the  former,  Mr.  Lumsden  one  of  C.Jlb.,  Mr. 
Pyper,  Peterhead,  one  of  51b.,  Mr.  J.  B.  Forbes,  one 
of  4f  lb.,  and  others  of  similar  weights.  In  fact  not  one 
angler  ljut  has  had  some  sport  on  this  little  water. 


There  are  only  one  or  two  rods  to  let,  and  appli- 
cation should  be  made  to  Mackay,  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen.  Special  Scotch. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.    By  COISWOLD  ISTS,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 

to  Dry-B'ly  Fisliing,"  etc.  The  field,  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  liaa 
written  some  of  tlie  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  deliglitful  volume.  '  The  Jmateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  majiy  of  them  superb  ;  the 
geuial  humour,  for  e.\ample,  of  '  I>iuoer  al  fresco '  ia  as  good  as 
anything  I  reuiemher."  The  tiook  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  :jtreet,  Coveat  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  prcc  of  2».  6d. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  September  18,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hedgecock  in  the  chair,  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  The 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Aberffraw,  Ballycotton,  Deal,  East  Looe,  Minehead, 
Penzance,  Southend,  and  Southwold.  Special  reports 
■were  read  from  Mr.  Hearn,  at  Ballycotton  ;  Mr.  Paton, 
at  Calais  ;  Mr.  Johnston,  at  Bridlington  ;  and  Mr.  St. 
John,  at  Fowey.  Dr.  Patterson  called  attention  to  the 
unusual  early  arrival  of  mackerel  in  the  Channel ;  early 
in  August  they  were  showing  off  Brighton.  Mr.  Edwards 
had  been  fishing  at  Deal  with  good  results,  the  first 
day  taking  six  score,  nearly  all  whiting ;  another  day, 
one  score  codling  up  to  41b.  weight,  the  remainder 
pouting  and  whiting ;  another  day  six  score  good 
whiting,  and  on  the  last  day,  fishing  early  in  the 
morning,  twenty-four  codling  up  to  51b.  in  weight. 
Mr.  Mallett  had  been  fishing  with  Messrs.  Croft- 
Handley  and  Orisfield  at  Shetland,  having  gone  there 
in  the  expectation  of  taking  big  fish,  but  met  with 
much  disappointment,  all  the  inshore  fishing  having 
been  spoilt  by  excessive  trawling.  The  take  consisted  of 
some  eighteen  skate,  haddock  and  whiting;  no  pollack 
or  coalfish.  On  a  strip  of  sandbank  had  some  very  good 
sport  with  dabs  of  exceptional  weight,  catching  one 
of  lib.  5oz.  and  one  of  lib.  6oz.  ;  Mr.  Handley  took 
one  of  lib.  7oz.  and  one  of  lib.  Soz.  The  patrolling 
by  the  gunboat  stationed  to  prevent  illegal  trawling 
was  described  as  being  most  inefficient,  many  of  the 
steam  trawlers  being  of  superior  speed  and  size ; 
indeed,  upon  one  occasion  the  gunboat  was  actually 
towed  in  by  a  trawler,  Mr.  Handley  afterwards  tried 
Lerwick  for  sea-trout,  taking  fish  of  61b.  2oz., 
51b.  lOoz.,  and.  51b.  Soz..  the  entrances  of  the 
rivers  being  full  of  fish.  Dr.  Patterson  confirmed 
the  results  of  the  much  trawling  by  reference  to 
Stromness,  where  the  good  fishing  had  been  destroyed 
by  trawlers,  showing  no  light  and  coming  in  within 
the  limits.  Had  been  fishing  at  Deal,  taking  five 
score  whiting  and  codling,  the  whiting  being  all  re- 
markably good  fish.  Fishing  another  day  with 
Messrs.  G.  Read  Clarke,  and  Litchfield  caught  only 
a  few  small  codling  and  pouting.  Mr.  Clay  had  been 
fishing  at  Rothesay,  and  confirmed  the  experience  of 
other  members  that  the  sea-fishing  had  been  trawled 
up.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  had  been  fishing  at 
Deal,  and  Mr.  Hedgecock  at  Tenby.  Mr.  C.  Skipp 
reported  having  been  fishing  at  Scilly  oif  the  Pole 
in  eighty  fathoms  taking  seven  conger  (the 
heaviest  weighing  34Jlb.  cleaned),  a  turbot  of  201b.,  and 
some  very  big  skate.  Dr.  Patterson  onnounced  that 
the  flounders  had  put  in  appearance  at  Leigh  and 
that  he  and  some  other  members  purposed  trying  for 
them  at  the  end  of  the  week.  The  customary  toast  of 
success  to  the  sodiety  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  closed  the  meeting. 

W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Secretary. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


There  was  an  excellent  meeting  on  Monday  evening 
(Sept.  IC),  Mr.  C.  Butler  in  the  chair.  More  than 
usual  interest  was  imparted  to  the  proceedings  by 
reason  of  the  return  of  some  of  the  members  from 
angling  holidays  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  First,  Mr. 
Robert  C.  Blundell  recounted  particulars  of  his  visit 
to  the  Deveron,  at  Banff.  Here  the  water  was  excep- 
tionally low,  and  no  friendly  spate  came  along  to  give 
him  the  chance  of  getting  amongst  the  heavy  fish. 
Trout  were  hard  to  catch  by  reason  of  their  feeding 
upon  elvers — the  latter  end  of  the  spring  hatch — 
enormous  quantities  of  which  were  making  for  the 
sea.  Several  trout  he  killed  had  literally  gorged 
themselves  with  these  little  eels,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  trout  to  take  a  bite,  artificial  or  other- 
wise, was  well  nigh  insuperable.  Mr.  Blundell's  best 
fish  in  a  fortnight  was  a  salmon  of  101b.  4oz.,  which 
was  killed  with  a  Lady  Caroline,  with  absolutely  his 
last  cast  on  the  Deveron,  the  day  before  he  left  for 
the  south.  Mr.  Blundell  was  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  some  good  shooting,  which  was  far  more 
remunerative  than  angling  in  the  then  state  of  the 
river,  as  many  brace  of  partridges  and  hares  fell  to  his 
gun.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who,  with  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole, 
had  been  to  Harris,  in  the  Isle  of  Skye,  narrated,  in 
his  customary  pleasing  and  lucid  manner,  the  experi- 
ence he  and  his  brother  piscatorial  had  had  with  sea- 
trout  and  salmon.  Curious  to  relate,  each  killed 
exactly  the  same  nimiber  of  fish — thirty-seven  sea-trout 
and  one  salmon  apiece.  Mr.  Brown's  salmon  weighed 
51b.,  whilst  Mr.  Poole's  went  21b.  heavier.  The  two 
gentlemen  named  had  had  much  keen  enjoyment  and 
everything  heart  could  desire  save  and  except  fish,  for 
sport  was  distinctly  bad,  owing  to  the  want  of  water. 
A  remarkable  day's  fishing  was  reported  from  Uxbridge. 
Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  had  a  brace  of  trout,  ditto 
jack,  a  couple  of  perch,  two  roach,  two  dace,  and  one 
gudgeon.  The  last  three  named  fish  were  actually 
caught  and  fairly  hooked  with  a  Devon  minnow,  a 


somewhat  extraordinary  occurrence.  Captain  A.  E. 
Hay  ward  Pinch  had  a  leash  of  jack  from  Uxbridge 
weighing  111b.  Soz.,  but  in  the  Thames  Mr.  W.  G. 
Fletcher  had  had  a  poor  time,  thanks  to, the  bright, 
stagnant  water.  It  will  interest  members  to  know 
that  a  telegraphic  address  has  been  registered  for  the 
society's  new  headquarters  at  Newbury.  In  lieu  of 
sending  telegrams  to  "  Mrs.  Baxter,  the  Cottage, 
London-road,  Newbury,"  it  will  suffice  to  address  the 
wires  "  Piscabimur,  Newbury."  There  is  a  good  head 
of  water  in  the  Lambourne,  and  the  Kennet  should 
fish  well  after  the  heavy  rains  which  have  obtained. 

M.  DE  C. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Theee  was  quite  an  interesting  evening  at  the 
society's  meeting  held  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  17,  when 
Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle  occupied  the  chair,  the  recital  of  some 
holiday  experiences  being  very  entertaining.  Several 
members  visited  Kelvedon  on  Sept.  14,  but  the  water 
was  unusually  bright  though  in  good  volume,  con- 
sequently few  fish  were  taken.  Some  of  the  weeds 
have  been  cleared  out  of  several  swims.  The  following 
were  the  successful  anglers : — Mr.  Eldred,  a  brace  of 
trout  from  Chesham,  fifteen  inches  and  thirteen  inches 
respectively  ;  Mr.  Jaques,  good  barbel,  chub,  roach,  and 
perch  from  the  Kennet ;  Mr.  Borthwick,  roach  (small 
returned),  at  Kelvedon ;  Mr.  Allen,  eels ;  and  Mr. 
Gilbert,  roach  to  Jib.  at  Kelvedon ;  Mr.  Connellan, 
some  more  good  dace  from  Hertford  on  each  of  two  days ; 
Mr.  Hicks,  a  nice  trout  of  fifteen  inches  from  the 
same  district,  as  well  as  dace  ;  Mr.  Birch,  flat-fish,  at 
Leigh ;  Mr.  Gray,  about  a  dozen  and  a  half  good  flat- 
fish from  Leigh,  and  a  good  few  roach  from  the 
Kennet ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker,  roach,  at  Kelvedon ;  Mr. 
Gill,  capital  dace  from  the  Beane ;  and  Mr.  Hoyle 
and  Mr.  Prior  a  large  number  of  trout  of  and  above 
the  standard  for  size  adopted  by  them  from  the  rivers 
Owennea  and  Owentocker,  when  holiday  making  in 
Ireland.  Messrs.  Gill,  Hoyle,  and  Chasteney  were 
amongst  those  who  had  hooked  good  fish  and  been 
broken  away.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  read  some  further 
extracts  from  the  "  Log  of  the  Lugger,"  humorously 
written,  and  the  same  was  much  enjoyed.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair  followed  the  usual  toasts. 

J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  p.  J.  HuDn  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Sept.  18.  The  chief  topic  under  discussion  was  our 
outing.  It  has  been  definitely  decided  that  it  will  be 
held  on  October  5  and  C  at  Huntingdon,  and  all 
members  who  intend  to  participate  but  have  not  yet 
submitted  their  names,  are  requested  to  notify  the 
secretary  forthwith,  so  that  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments may  be  made.  Our  delegate's  report  of  the 
proceedings  at  the  Anglers'  Association  meeting 
was  submittted,  and  we  were  pleased  to  hear 
that  it  had  been  decided  to  support  the  Andrews' 
Defence  Fund.  During  the  evening  Messrs.  P.  J. 
Hudd  and  P.  J.  Jagels  were  thanked  for  most  accept- 
able donations  to  the  library.  The  following  members 
have  taken  fish  since  our  last  report : — Mr.  J.  Potter, 
roach  from  Tring  ;  Mr.  T.  P.  Ward,  dace  up  to  Soz., 
and  a  few  decent  roach  and  perch  from  the  club  fishery  ; 
Mi-.  H.  Dunn,  roach  and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Westrup, 
perch  from  the  Lea.  G.  W. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


One  of  the  large  reading  rooms  of  the  Cripplegate 
Institute,  City,  was  crowded  on  Monday  night  on  the 
occasion  of  the  September  delegate  meeting  of  this 
flourishing  association.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice- 
president)  occupied  the  chair,  and  seventy-three  clubs 
were  represented.  During  the  evening  the  Maidenhead 
fishery  dispute  was  dealt  with,  Mr.  C.  Lumley,  the 
solicitor  for  Andrews,  explaining  the  main  points  of 
the  case  and  appealing  for  the  association's  assistance. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Pourniy  (the  association's  hon.  solicitor)  also 
spoke  on  the  subject,  as  did  the  chairman  and  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Close,  P.  Gray,  A.  J.  Marriott,  W.  H.  Barber,  etc. 
On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Close,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gray, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted : 
"  That  this  association,  being  strongly  in  sympathy 
with  the  movement  to  defend  the  rights  of  anglers  in  the 
River  Thames,  pledges  itself  to  do  all  in  its  power  to 
support  them.  That  .this  association  further  makes  a 
grant  of  £20  towards  the  Andrews'  Defence  Fund." — 
Mr.  P.  Geen  (president)  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff 
(secretary)  were  afterwards  elected  to  represent 
the  association  on  the  committee.  Other  busi- 
ness before  the  meeting  included  the  enrolment 
of  a  new  angling  club,  the  Warwick  Castle  Jolly 
Anglers,  Maida  Vale,  who  make  a  start  with  forty- 
two  fully  paid-up  members.  Cheques  amounting 
to  £81  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  in  payment  of  rented 
waters,  bailiffs'  salaries,  etc.  A  letter  received  from  the 


general  manager  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  showed 
that  enquiries  had  been  made  into  the  alleged  pollution 
of  the  water  between  Berkhampstead  and  Boxmoor,  and 
that  a  strict  watch  would  be  maintained  in  future.  .\ 
number  of  excellent  prizes  were  promised  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Trustees'  Cup  Competition  in  the  canal 
on  the  29th  inst.  Hon,  Reporter. 


Trustees'  Ctjp  Competition. 
Sept.  29,  1901. 
Unless  notice  is  given  in  the  angling  journals  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  28,  to  the  contrary,  the  train  will  leave 
Euston  (London  and  North- Western  Railway)  for  King's 
Langley  at  9  a.m.  on  Sept.  29,  calling  at  Willesden  at 
9.7  a.m.  Members  using  intermediate  stations  must 
catch  the  8.35  a.m.  from  Euston,  arriving  at  Willesden 
at  8.53  a.m.,  and  there  wait.  The  North  London 
Railway  service  to  catch  the  train  at  Willesden  is  from 
Poplar  at  7.1G  a.m.,  change  at  Dalston  and  await  the 
7.40  from  Broad-street,  arriving  at  Dalston  at  7.47. 
This  train  calls  at  Highbury,  7.54,  Caledonian-road, 
7.56,  Camden  Town,  8,  arriving  at  Willesden  at  8.21, 
All  change  for  the  main  line. 

Conditions  of  Competition. 

(1)  All  intending  competitors  to  attend  headquarters, 
the  Boatman,  King's  Langley,  produce  their  privilege 
ticket,  and  receive  a  competition  ticket.  (2)  Only  one 
rod  to  be  unpacked  and  in  use  at  one  and  the  same 
time.  (3)  Live-bait  cans  and  boxes  to  be  examined, 
and  all  baits  over  standard  measurements  will  be 
confiscated.  (4)  Competitors  must  not  leave  the  road 
bridge  and  start  fishing  until  given  the  signal  by  Mr. 
W.  H.  Barber.  (5)  A  judge  will  be  appointed  on  the 
morning  of  competition,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

List  of  prizes  up  to  the  present  promised  : — Silver 
cup,  value  £5  5s.  ;  Mr.  P.  J.  Gray,  £1  Is. ;  Secretary, 
£lls. ;  Anqlers'  Neirs,  10a.  6d. ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett, 
10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  E.  B.  Head,  10s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  E.  S.  Cashew, 
10s.  Gd.  ;  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  10s.  6d. ;  Mr, 
Sawyer,  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers,  7s.  6d.  ;  Mr.  W. 
R.  Osment,  5s.;  Mr.  F.  Newton,  a  prize;  Mr.  E. 
Rowles,  a  prize;  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  a  prize;  Mr.  B. 
Abrahams,  a  prize.  Further  prizes  will  be  gladly- 
received  and  published  in  next  week's  papers. 

R.  G.  Woodruff. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


At  the  monthly  meeting  on  Friday,  Sept.  13,  a 
report  of  the  first  eel-bobbing  competition  was  given, 
the  prize  winners  being  Messrs.  E.  J.  King  and  G.  P. 
Price.  A  coarse  fish  match  was  arranged  to  take  place 
at  Manningtree  on  Saturday,  Sept.  28.  Several  good 
bags  of  roach  were  reported,  and  Mr.  E.  Stewart 
had  three  fine  tench  from  King's  Fleet,  the  largest 
scaling  21b.  15Joz.  Whiting  are  now  plentiful  in  the 
River  Orwell  and  Harwich  Harbour,  and  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  amongst  them  by  several  members. 
Jack  Crane  and  friend  taking  nine  and  a-half  score  at 
Stratton  Bight  on  Sept.  12.  Owing  to  a  misapprehen- 
sion which  existed,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to 
inform  the  Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Society  that 
the  Ramblers  have  no  intention  of  hiring  waters 
either  on  the  Gipping  or  elsewhere. 

H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


CLOSE  OF  SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE 
SOLWAY. 

The  salmon  net-fishing  season  in  the  Solway,  as 
also  in  the  rivers  of  the  district  where  netting  is 
practised,  closed  for  the  year  on  Monday  night 
(Sept.  9).  Netting  opened  on  the  26th  Feb.  last,  and 
during  March  and  the  fore  part  of  April  a  number  of 
fine  spring  salmon  were  taken  in  the  various  Lets 
near  Annan. 

This  year  there  was  no  drift  netting  in  the  firth. 
The  Eden  Fishery  Board,  who  have  for  a  great  many 
years  granted  licences  for  whammelling  in  the  Solway, 
decided,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Conservancy  Board  held 
in  the  spring,  to  discontinue  doing  so,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Solway  drift-nets  were  identical  to  those  of 
the  Tay  which  had  been  declared  to  be  illegal.  The 
Board  were  of  opinion  that  if  licences  were  granted 
prosecution  in  law  would  follow.  The  withdrawal  of 
drift  netting  consequently  benefited  the  other  modes 
of  fishing  during  the  whiole  season.  The  spring  salmon 
were  of  excellent  quality,  and  ran  in  weights  from 
91b.  to  171b.,  though  the  overage  was  between  91b.  and 
101b.  The  sea-trout  migration  was  decidedly  a  good 
one,  and  much  in  advance  of  that  of  1900.  The  haaf 
fishermen,  as  also  the  poke  netters,  at  Annan  have  not 
had  such  a  profitable  year  for  nine  or  ten  seasons,  and 
the  stake  nets  did  uncommonly  well.  It  was  well  on 
in  June  before  the  sea-trout  began  to  show  in  numbers, 
and  the  run  kept  well  for  many  weeks.  The  average 
weight  was  about  21b.,  though  many  between  41b. 
and  01b.  were  taken.  Summer  salmon  made  a  fairly 
good  show,  and  they  were  of  average  weights. 
The  grilse  migration  usually  takes  place  in  July,  bu; 
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this  season  there  were  practically  no  grilse  to  speak  of 
in  the  firth.  Only  a  few  were  caught  averaging  from 
51b.  to  61b.  The  autumn  run  of  salmon  was  a  good 
one  and  has  not  been  equalled  in  the  firth  for  many 
years.  Some  of  the  Annan  haaf  fishermen  made  £4  and 
£5  per  week,  and  the  stake-nets,  of  course,  did  splen- 
didly. The  autumn  fish  were  of  extra  fine  quality  and 
were  unusually  heavy  salmon,  some  of  301b.  being 
taken.  With  the  high  prices  all  through  the  year,  the 
fishermen  and  lessees  found  themselves  at  the  close  of 
the  netting  with  a  much  better  balance  in  hand  than 
for  many  years  past.  The  back-end  season  for  the  rods 
on  the  rivers  of  this  district  gives  much  promise  for 
October,  when  most  of  the  rivers  expire  their  rod- 
fishing.  One  or  two  late  rivers  continue  open  for 
angling  until  November  15.  H. 


DEAL  BOATMEN'S  REGATTA. 


The  morning  of  gept.  16  opened  bright,  but  with  a 
touch  of  frosted  air.  A  mist  was  driving  down  the 
Channel  as  the  day  had  just  begun,  and  the  gentle 
ripple  of  the  sea  provided  sweet  music  to  the  soft 
wind,  which  brought  from  land  refreshing  scents  from 
farm  and  garden.  Truly  it  was  a  morning  to  make 
the  heart  rejoice,  and  slumbering  old  Deal  looked 
more  picturesque  than  ever  in  the  subdued  light.  As 
the  sun  gained  more  power  the  mists  were  dispelled 
and  the  wind  shifted  to  south-west,  bringing  refreshing 
breezes  from  the  sea.  As  the  morning  advanced,  boat- 
men were  to  be  seen  fitting  up  their  crafts  in  order  to 
take  part  in  their  annual  regatta,  and  no  easy  job  this 
would  seem  to  be  by  the  care  and  attention  they 
devote  to  details — "  For  ill  fares  the  bars  with 
tackle  riveb."  And  now,  see  the  line  of  galley 
punts  hanging  on  to  their  moorings,  every  man 
eager  and  alert.  The  signal  is  given,  and  simul- 
taneously up  go  the  sails  and  away  !  A  pretty  sight ! 
And  then  the  "Veterans'"  race.  Picture  four  or 
five  galleys  manned  by  old  men,  some  of  whom,  if  not 
all,  have  risked  their  lives  to  save  others  struggling 
with  stormy,  icy  seas ;  and  who  in  their  old  age  love 
to  grasp  an  oar  or  a  capstan  bar  and  recall  their 
strange  ventures  by  land  and  sea.  Wouldst  thou, 
reader,  learn  the  secrets  of  the  sea  ?  Then  consult  an 
old  Deal  boatman  and  comprehend  its  mystery,  for 
the  heart  of  the  great  ocean  sends  a  thrill  through  all. 

Henhy  Ball.* 


THE  SMELT. 


Habits : — A  gregarious  and  voracious  species,  re- 
maining with  us  throughout  the  year,  and  passing  a 
portion  of  each  season  in  fresh,  and  the  remainder  as 
a  rule  in  salt,  water,  but  irregular  in  its  migrations, 
continuing  in  some  rivers  five  or  six  months,  in  others 
hardly  as  many  weeks.  It  is  generally  found  in  rivers, 
or  fresh  waters,  from  August  until  May.  In  the 
Thames  it  rarely  ascends  above  Woolwich,  but  Buck- 
land,  in  March,  1868,  received  three  live  ones  captured 
nearly  as  high  as  Teddington,  while  others  were  taken 
near  Kew  Bridge.  This  year  (1882)  some  were  present 
at  the  end  of  September,  and  had  selected  their 
spawning  quarters  in  the  tideway  opposite  Chiswick 
and  Strand-on-the-Green.  —  From  "  Day's  British 
Fishes."    Vol.  II.,  p.  122. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

4,119.    Fishing.    Patentee:  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  St. 

Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  Artificial 
flies.  The  body  is  made  of  a  strip  of  cellu- 
loid, tapered  towards  one  end,  which  is 
wound  around  the  shank  on  any  suitable 
foundation.  The  wings  and  tags  may  also 
be  formed  of  celluloid,  coloured  or  not. 

14,532.  Miss  Caroline  Marion  Walthall,  The  Cottage, 
St.  Asaph.    The  portable  fishing-line  drier. 

14,799.  Mr.  John  Smith,  Quality-court,  Chancery- 
lane.  Improvements  in  or  connected  with 
"  otter  boards  "  for  spreading  the  mouths  of 
trawl-nets. 

13,907.  Mr.  Robert  Bright  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.  New  or 
improved  means  for  raising  and  lowering 
from  and  housing  upon  vessels,  torpedo  and 
like  defences.  (Date  claimed  imder  Patents 
Rule  19,  July  8,  1901.) 

13,907a.  Mr.  Robert  Bright  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.  Improve- 
ments in  means  for  holding  in  their  project- 
ing position  from  a  vessel  devices  for  locating 
-and  exploding  submarine  mines.  (Date 
claimed  under  Patents  Rule  19,  July  8, 
1901) 

17,355.  Mr.  Edward  Walton  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.  Improve- 
ments in  valves  for  pneumatic  tyres  or  the 
like. 


Cortesponbence* 

\_We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER,  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sib, — It  seems  evident  that  Mr.  Sandeman  is 
trifling  with  the  Fisldng  Gazelle  and  with  me.  In 
my  letter,  to  which  his  last  professes  to  be  a  reply,  1 
accused  him  of  saying  that  the  hotel  water  angler  had 
only  killed  one  salmon  on  the  south  side  of  Saghoug, 
etc.,  whereas  three  had  been  killed  and  five  others 
lost  there. 

The  angler  himself,  in  a  letter  you  published  on  the 
7th  inst.,  also  stated  the  number  he  killed  there, 
adding  that  he  was  indebted  to  the  Fishing  Gazelle 
for  a  most  enjoyable  time,  and  that  he  had  found 
Mr.  Sandeman's  depreciatory  account  to  be  "  quite 
unjustifiable."  To  ask  again,  as  Mr.  Sandeman  does, 
after  these  two  statements,  how  many  were  killed 
there  appears  not  only  trifling  but  rude. 

Mr.  Sandeman  states  that  he  wrote  "  north  for 
south  and  vice  versa  inadvertently."  It  seems  a  very 
mild  term  for  a  misstatement,  repeated  no  fewer  than 
six  times  in  his  letter.  I  find  it  impossible  to  take 
seriously  what  he  writes.  Only  Mr.  Dooley  could  deal 
with  such  mistakes,  and  might  say,  "  Tell  me  at 
wanst.   Is  the  thing  black  or  is  it  white  ?   It  is,  sorr." 

But  what  matters  it  to  your  readers  whether  his 
inaccuracies  arise  from  want  of  knowledge  or  of  judg- 
ment, or,  as  he  says,  from  carelessness,  or,  as  I  say, 
from  all  three  ?  The  one  question  of  importance  is. 
Can  reliance  be  placed,  or  not,  on  his  writings  ? 

He  tells  us  that  the  upper  water  has  been  secured 
by  Beyer  to  prevent  netting  by  the  farmers,  but  he 
does  not  tell  us  that  Beyer  and,  or,  Kahrs  have  this 
summer  been  themselves  netting  this  water.  If  Mr. 
Sandeman  did  not  know  this  he  was  heedlessly 
ignorant ;  if  he  did  know  it,  he  should  not  tell  us  that 
his  protigis  were  hindering  netting. 

He  acknowledges  that  Beyer  lets  his  water  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  for  netting,  and  has  no  word  of 
reproof  for  it,  though  he  cannot  fail  to  see  that 
last  year,  when  high  rents  were  received  for  the 
angling  above,  it  was  cruel  treatment  of  the  tenants, 
who  got  no  sport  worthy  of  the  name  for  their  money. 
It  is  small  wonder  that  an  action  was  successfully 
brought  against  him  by  one  of  them,  and  I  envy  the 
other  his  tolerance,  if  he  also  did  not  get  back  all  or 
part  of  his  rent. 

-  Mr.  Sandeman  makes  much  of  tenants  taking  Beyer's 
water  a  second  or  more  times,  but  this  information  is 
of  small  value  unless  we  are  further  told  on  what 
terms  they  fish  it.  Mr.  Sandeman  could  tell  us  his 
terms,  if  he  would,  he  being  one  of  those  who  have 
returned,  but  it  is  more  his  practice  to  tell  us  what  he 
does  not  know  than  what  he  does.  In  this  river 
letting  there  is  no  device  more  frequently  employed 
than  that  of  hurrying  a  proposing  tenant  into  accept- 
ance, by  writing  that  a  previous  tenant  is  most  anxious 
to  have  the  water.  It  is  of  small  consequence  whether 
it  be  true  or  false,  because  the  rent  at  which  the  old 
tenant  wants  the  water  may  be  only  a  fifth  or  a  tenth 
of  what  is  asked  from  the  new-comer. 

These  and  many  other  similar  methods,  which  I  hope 
the  proposed  protection  society  or  I  will  ere  long  lay 
bare,  would  have  been  a  more  worthy  subject  for 
warnings  than  the  very  insignificant  risk  of  going 
to  fish  free  water. 

You  are  likely,  Mr.  Editor,  to  think  I  go  too  far  in 
expressing  an  opinion  that  Mr.  Sandeman  is  given  to 
writing  what  he  does  not  know.  Let  but  one  example 
serve  as  a  justification.  Atpage210of  "Angling  Travels" 
one  finds  writtea  of  a  pool — "  I  know  it  is  a  favourite 
abode  for  big  fish,  as  my  companions  lost  three  in  it, 
all  between  401b.  and  501b."  We  have  all  laughed  at, 
and  considered  ridiculous,  the  fisherman  who  tells  us 
the  weight  of  the  one  big  fish  he  himself  lost,  but 
what  are  we  to  think  of  the  writer  who  tells  us  the 
weight  of  three  that  some  other  people  did  not  catch. 

With  this  and  other  absurdities  we  need  not  be 
surprised  that  a  shrev»d  northerner,  reviewing  the  book 
at  the  time  of  its  appearance,  described  some  portions 
of  it  as  "  examples  of  ridiculous  nonsense." — Yours 
truly,  Edwaed  Stuedy. 


RAINBOW  TROUT  IN  LAKES. 

Dear  Sie, — With  reference  to  the  correspondence 
that  has  appeared  from  i  time  to  time  on  the  subject  of 
rainbow  trout  and  the  way  they  thrive  in  waters 
where  there  is  no  stream,  I  venture  to  send  you  some 
results  of  an  experiment  made  here,  as  I  think  they 
are  decidedly  interesting. 

I  have  here  two  small  lakes  (artificial)  of  about  two 
and  one  and  a  half  acres  respectively,  one  first  above 
the  other  and  fed  entirely  by  surface  water  and  a  few 
very  insignificant  springs.  As  the  lakes  are  practically 
at  the  top  of  a  watershed,  there  is  no  water  flowing 
through  them  after  two  or  three  weeks  of  dry  weather, 
and  the  whole  of  this  summer  they  have  been  abso- 
lutely stagnant  since  April,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  freshet  in  August  which  did  not  go  beyond 
filling  them  up. 


Last  summer  and  winter  I  drained  first  one  and 
then  the  other,  and  destroyed  all  the  pike  and  coarse 
fish,  and  kept  them  empty  for  some  little  time,  and 
last  March  I  turned  in  300  two-year-old  rainlDOws, 
averaging  some  seven  inches  in  length,  having  railed 
the  same  down  from  my  hatchery  in  North  Wales. 
Yesterday  I  took  a  rod  for  tlie  first  time  to  see 
how  they  were  getting  on,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
with  a  fine  cast  and  a  very  small  Black  Hackle  Spider, 
I  rose  a  fish  which  came  at  the  fly  like  a  shark,  ran 
out  a  lot  of  line,  jumped  high  out  of  the  water,  and 
gave  mo  quite  a  lively  seven  or  eight  minutes  on  a 
small  rod  till  I  got  him.  To  my  astonishment  ho 
weighed  just  over  lib.,  and  was  in  fine  condition.  I 
got  another  of  the  same  size  very  soon  after,  and  lost 
a  third  which  dashed  into  some  weeds  and  broke  me. 

As  the  bottom  of  the  lake  is  composed  of  about 
two  feet  of  very  nasty  black  mud  I  fully  expected  the 
fish  to  be  of  very  indifferent  flavour,  but  we  found 
them  quite  excelleut,  pink  fleshed,  and  hardly  dis- 
tinguishable from  sea-trout.  ^  This  afternoon  my  bays 
have  just  come  in  with  four  more,  weighing  31b.  lloz., 
the  largest  being  lib.  IJoz.  ' 

The  water  is  very  rich  in  food  of  all  sorts,  but  I 
think  the  results  I  have  mentioned  are  interesting  as 
showing  the  sport  which  rainbows  will  provide  in 
water  hitherto  regarded  as  absolutely  unsuited  for 
trout.  I  intend  next  winter  to  turn  in  a  much  larger 
quantity  of  fish. — Yours  faithfully,  Denbigh. 

Newnham  Paddox,  Lutterworth,  Sept.  17. 

[The  Earl  of  Denbigh's  experience  is  an  interesting 
one,  and  encouraging  for  those  who  have  similar 
ponds,  but  it  is  evident  there  is  plenty  of  food. — Ed.] 

"WORM  AND  MINNOW  FISHING  IN  CLEAR 
WATER." 

Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  "J.  H.,"  in  last 
week's  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (quoting  from 
a  previous  article  by  "  Days  of  Yore  "),  enquires  where 
the  "  Ariel  "  spinning  tackles  are  to  be  procured. 

Ere  I  proceed  to  answer  (if  I  may)  permit  me  to 
adduce  a  correction.  The  tackle  in  question  is  not 
the  "Ariel"  but  the  "Ward"— as  tested,  approved, 
and  made  known  to  the  fishing  world  by  "Ariel"  if 
you  will.  The  admirable  articles,  replete  with  drawi  ngs 
to  size,  modes  and  methods  of  use,  will  be  found  in 
the  concluding  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle  for 
1882  and  continued  on  page  1  of  1883,  and  the 
articles  themselves  very  justly  disclaim  the  invention 
in  favour  of  its  rightful  owner,  Mr.  John  Ward. 
"  Ariel,"  I  believe,  placed  himself  in  the  hands  as 
pupil  of  the  former,  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the 
very  best,  trout  fishers  in  England  on  a  fishin" 
tour,  hence  the  able  articles  by  that  gentleman. 
Permit  me  here  to  say  that  myself  and  the 
inventor  (both  men  in  the  hoary  stage  of  life)  have 
fished  together  off  and  on  from  youth,  and  though 
this  incomparable  tackle  was  kept  very  quiet  for  some 
years  antecedent  to  the  said  articles  by  ourselves  and 
the  favoured  few,  the  gift  to  the  world  surely  demands 
that  the  name  of  Ward  (who  is  still  in  the  flesh  and 
as  clever  and  active  as  of  yore)  should  be  associated 
with  an  invention  which  I  am  bold  enough  to  say 
has  no  equal,  used  as  "Ariel"  propounds— that  is, 
"Flyfishing  spinning,"  or  cast  the  same  as  the  fly' 
but  sunk  as  per  the  depth  of  water  to  be  fished. 

Mr.  Nutting,  of  Edgbaston-street,  Birmingham, 
was  first  deputed  to  make  up  and  sell  the  tackles 
(myself  and  friend  make  oui-  own),  but  (not  being  able 
to  get  over  to  Mr.  Ward's  place  on  writing  this)  I  feel 
sure  I  am  right  in  saying  that  the  get-up  and  sale  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  137,  St. 
John-street-road,  London,  E.C,  who,  I  trust,  will 
make  a  note  of  this  and  attach  the  name  of  "  Ward  " 
to  future  sales.    Should  they  not  do  so  ? 

My  excuse  for  championing  the  cause  of  an  old 
brother  angler  must  be  that  he  himself  is  too  modest 
a  man  to  embellish  a  name  with  its  true  deserts.  He 
excels  not  only  as  an  angler— the  pull  of  his  tri'^'^'er 
means  death  from  the  twisting  snii^e  to  the  antlered 
monarch— and  as  a  pisciculturist  his  trout-breedin^ 
trays  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  with  the  purest  of  pure 
water  flowing  on,  on  for  ever,  are  a  very  pretty 
sight.  Owner  of  the  farm  he  lives  upon,  he  has  yet 
another  hobby.  Calling  upon  him  in  mid-winter  during 
hard  frost  I  noticed  a  cart  load  of  turnips  standing  by 
the  farm  buildings.  "These  for  the  dairy  cows?" 
I  queried.  "  No ;  I'll  show  you,"  as  he  carried  a 
large  scuttleful,  and  commenced  rolling  them  about 
on  the  frozen  ground  near  the  hedgerows.  Rabbits, 
thick  as  snowflakes,  of  the  large  white  Belgian  kind 
(all  wild  bred),  interspersed  with  the  black  and  grey 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS  AND  OINTXIEST.  Dyspepsia, 
.Taumlice.  These  complaints  are  the  result  of  a  disordered 
liver,  which  secretes  bile  in  quality  or  quantity  incapable  of 
digesting  food.  Digestion  re(|nires  a  free  How  of  healthy  bile 
to  ensure  which  HoUoway  s  Pills  and  Ointment  have  long  been 
famous,  far  eclipsing  every  other  medicine.  Kood,  irregularity 
of  living,  climate  and  other  causes  are  constantly  throwing  the 
liver  into  disorder,  but  that  important  organ  can  soon  be 
regulated  and  healthily  adjusted  by  Holloway  s  Pills  and  Oint- 
ment, which  act  directly  ui)on  its  vital  secretion.  The  Ointment 
rubbed  on  the  skin  penetrates  immediately  to  the  liver  whose 
blood  and  nerves  it  rectifies.  One  trial  is  all  that  is  needed  a 
cuie  will  soon  follow. 
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native  breed,  scuttled  hither  and  thither  as  they  com" 
menccd  operations  on  the  succulent  roots.  "  Good 
food  for  dairy  cows  these,"  I  remarked.  "  How  do  you 
apportion  them  ?  "  "  Why,  bless  you,"  says  he,  "  the 
rabbits  themselves  will  eat  that  load  in  a  week." 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  small  minnows  are  much 
more  killing  than  the  large  ones  on  these  fine  tackles 
for  brook  trout,  say  one  and  three  quarter  to  two  inches 
length  over  all. — Yours  very  truly,  F.  S.  P. 


THE  "ARIEL"  MINNOW  TACKLE. 
Deab  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  J.  H."  in  last  week's  issue 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  beg  to  inform  him  that 
the  above-named  tackle  and  also  the  "  Coldbeek," 
mentioned  in  my  article  to  which  he  alludes,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Stores  Co., 
3Sa,  Wellington-street,  Leeds.  The  proper  size  of 
minnow  is  about  IJin.  in  length,  and  as  silvery  as 
possible. — Yours  faithfully,        "  Days  of  Yobe." 


HERONS,  EELS,  AND  FRY. 
Sir, — I  beg  to  tender  my  thanks  for  Mr.  Ford's 
interesting  letter.  These  so-called  naturalists  should 
take  a  little  more  trouble.  I  have  often  seen  herons 
flying  rather  close  to  the  water  for  some  distance, 
having  a  look  round,  I  take  it.  Not  only  will  a  few 
big  eels  clear  a  pond  of  fry,  as  stated  by  your  corre- 
spondent, but  they  will  even  follow  carp  when  they 
are  spawning.  The  lake  to  which  I  refer  is  well 
known,  and  one  day  there  was  such  a  hurricane  that 
a  tremendous  mass  of  weeds  (mostly  American)  was 
blown  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  near  the  keeper's 
cottage.  The  lake  was  nearly  cleared,  and  many  of 
them  had  been  taken  out,  heaped  on  the  bank,  and  it 
did  not  take  me  long  to  find  two  hundred  pretty  little 
carp  in  them,  about  an  inch  in  length,  all  alive  and 
kicking,  which  I  retm-ned  to  the  lake.  Taking  my 
haul  as  a  criterion,  there  must  have  been  thousands  of 
carp  killed  on  that  occasion.  The  following  year  the 
weeds  were  just  as  thick  as  ever,  and  about  this  period 
I  know  that  one  angler  alone  took  over  1601b.  of  carp 
in  one  season,  and  not  a  small  one  in  the  lot ;  and,  as 
stated,  I  never  saw  a  carp  under  a  pound  taken  in 
eighteen  years. 

Eels  up  to  61b.  in  weight  have  been  caught,  and  late 
one  stormy  evening  I  caught  five  good  ones  in  five 
casts,  and  got  hold  of  another  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  side  that  smashed  my  tackle,  that  would  reel  in  an 
eel  up  to  21b.  with  ease,  and  it  did  not  take  him  long, 
either.    It  was  a  whopper. 

I  have  seen  as  many  as  six  or  seven  geese  on  the 
lake  (wanderers),  but  it  is  too  deep  and  too  public  for 
herons  to  clear  it  of  fry.  The  fry  left  in  the  autumn 
are  perhaps  nearly  all  devoured  by  eels  before  the 
weeds  have  made  too  much  headway  in  the  following 
spring,  and  this  remark  may  apply  to  the  fry  of  other 
fish.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  reason  there  are  such 
numbers  of  small  fish  at  the  Welsh  Harp  Fishery  is 
because  eels,  comparatively  speaking,  are  not  so 
numerous.  At  anj'  rate,  all  the  years  that  I  have 
fished  it  I  have  very  seldom  seen  anyone  catch  an  eel. 
— Yours  truly,  Carpio. 


FISHING  AT  ALPRISTON,  SUSSEX. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  would  kindly  give  me  any  information 
as  to  the  fishing  at  Alfriston,  Sussex,  in  the  Cuckmere 
River,  whether  free  or  by  leave  or  subscription. — Yours 
truly,  Robert  Stanley. 


FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  enquiry  of  "  G.M."  in 
last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  beg  to  draw 
his  attention  to  our  private  water  at  Harefield,  which 
he  can  fish  by  paying  10s.  6d.  yearly  as  hon.  member 
of  our  club ;  there  is  an  hotel  at  the  water  side,  where 
the  accommodation  is  good,  and  the  charges  moderate. 
As  to  the  fishing,  we  have  had  roach,  lib.  12oz. ;  chub, 
41b. ;  perch,  21b.  3oz. ;  dace,  9oz.  ;  trout,  21b  12oz.  ; 
and  pike,  61b.,  and  one  of  our  members  has  caught 
161b.  of  good  roach  in  one  morning's  fishing. — Yours 
truly,  C.  Chaplais, 

Sec,  Blenheim  Angling  Society. 


Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  Sept.  14,  "  G.  M."  asks  for  particulars  of 
good  roach  and  bream  fishing  near  London. 

He  would,  most  probably,  find  what  he  requires  in 
the  waters  of  the  Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club,  West 
Drayton,  where  a  fair  stretch  of  the  river  Colne  is 
preserved  for  the  use  of  members. 

This  fishery  has  produced  some  of  the  specimen 
roach  of  England,  and  bream  of  exceptional  size  are 
still  to  be  caught  there. 

A  very  comfortable  house  is  situated  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  being,  I  believe,  the  only  residential 
fishing  club  house  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  though  West 
Drayton  is  only  about  thirteen  miles  from  Paddington 
on  the  G.W.R.,  I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
more  secluded  and  picturesque  place  for  an  angler  to 
spend  week  ends  anywhere  within  a  radius  of  fifty 
miles  of  the  City. — Yours  truly,         Grounp  Bait. 


FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"G.  M."  re  "Good  Fishing  for  Week-ends,"  I  can 
safely  recommend  Holywell  Ferry,  near  St.  Ives,  on 
the  Great  Ouse.  I  have  been  down  several  times 
during  the  last  few  years,  and  have  invariably  done 
very  well.  You  can  get  put  up  at  the  Ferry  Boat  Inn 
(Mr.  Scard)  with  every  home  comfort,  punts,  bait,  etc., 
for  fishing.  As  the  name  indicates,  the  inn  is  on  the 
river  bank,  consequently  you  are  saved  walking  to  and 
from  the  river,  and  taking  rods,  tackle,  etc.,  to  pieces. 
Nearest  station,  St.  Ives  (Hunts),  where  you  are 
always  met  by  a  trap. — Yours  truly, 

"  Wbek-kndeb." 


FISHING  AT  OUGHTERARD,  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — If  the  angler  who  has  made  enquiries 
re  fishing  around  Oughterard  will  take  the  advice  of 
an  old  fisherman  who  knows  the  lakes  in  West  Ireland, 
he  will  try  his  luck  at  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
where  he  can  fish  Lough  Mask  and  the  very  best  part 
of  Corrib,  within  walking  distance. — Yours  truly, 

Tom  Summervillb. 
Kilbride,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 


Dear  Sir, — I  notice  Mr.  Stanbury's  enquiry  as  to 
good  fishing  around  Oughterard.  If  that  gentleman 
will  communicate  with  me,  and  state  his  full  require- 
ments, I  will  reply  to  him  as  regards  the  fishing,  which 
would  be  excellent  provided  the  destructive  cross- 
lining  was  stopped  on  Lough  Corrib,  as  I  understand 
it  is  effectually  on  Lough  Mask.  I  have  been  out 
twice  trolling  since  my  last ;  blank  one  day  ;  the  next, 
a  fine  gillaroo  of  3^1b.  and  pike  of  same  weight,  both 
of  which  gave  good" sport.  Cross-lining  still  continues 
on  Corrib  whenever  the  weather  is  suitable. — Yours 
truly,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leiqh. 

Castletown  House,  Cong,  co.  Mayo. 


FISHING  AT  TENBY. 

Dear  Sir,— With  all  due  respect  to  your  corre- 
spondent's veracity,  the  Mr.  Brown  he  quotes  fished 
morning,  noon,  and  night  for  his  fish,  and  did  this  for 
weeks  on  end,  so  I  don't  think  much  of  his  results.  I 
will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  fishing  is  absolutely 
bad,  for  one  does  strike  a  good  day  now  and  then,  and 
then  it  is  good  enough  to  please  the  most  exacting 
angler.  As  your  correspondent  quotes  "  Expectation 
is  the  soul  of  sport,"  hence  there  is  plenty  of  sport  to 
be  had  at  Tenby. 

With  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  Jones'  Bay, 
I  have  been  led  to  believe  that  it  was  a  corruption  of 
Jonah's  Bay,  it  being,  according  to  local  tradition,  the 
spot  where  that  gentleman  landed  after  his  uncomfort- 
able voyage.  But  then  one  must  not  rely  too  much 
on  Welsh  traditions.  Mr.  Bowen,  whose  opinion  on 
local  matters  is  very  weighty,  has  it  that  Paul  Jones, 
the  pirate,  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  (the  bay). 

Your  correspondent  appears  to  think  that  I  am 
trying  to  cast  aspersions  on  Tenby.  I  would  assure 
him  that  quite  the  contrary  is  the  case.  In  fact,  I 
have  quite  a  high  opinion  of  the  place. — Yours  faith- 
fully. One  Who  has  been  There. 


FISHING  ON  THE  NILE. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
me  some  information  about  fishing  on  the  Nile,  as  I 
will  go  up  that  river  on  a  daibek  next  winter,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  know  what  tackle  and  rod  I 
should  want,  and  what  bait  I  should  have  to  use? — 
Yours  truly,  P.  L.  H. 


A  HINT  FOR  "RAMBLER." 
Dear  Sib, — On  several  occasions  within  the  past 
two  years  I  have  called  your  attention  to  the  inflated 
reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  emanating  from  Lech- 
lade.  To  speak  plainly,  these  reports  are  written  with 
one  object — to  advertise  the  Trout  Inn  water.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  Thames  fronting  season  your  corre- 
spondent, "  Rambler,"  informed  all  and  sundry  that 
the  water  was  dimpled  by  the  rising  of  the  small 
trout.  I  am  writing  from  memory,  so  perhaps  I 
may  not  have  quoted  "Rambler's"  exact  words, 
but  it  was  evident,  from  the  tenor  of  the  report, 
that  the  intention  of  your  reporter  was  to  imply 
that  the  reaches  of  the  Thames  rented  by  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Trout  Inn  were  full  of  trout,  whereas 
I  do  not  suppose  it  would  be  possible  even  in  an 
abnormal  May  Fly  season  for  anyone  walking  along 
Mr.  Bowyer's  fishery  to  locate  even  one  rising 
trout,  large  or  small.  "Another  Rambler"  hits  the 
crux  of  the  whole  icatter  when  he  says  that  the 
Lechlade  waters  "  are  no  better  than  the  other  portions 
of  the  Thames,  and  a  great  deal  worse  than  many  in 
low,  dry  seasons."  Another  point  that  is  decidedly 
misleading  in  "Rambler's"  reports  is  his  consistently 
inconsistent  statement  that  the  "Trout"  water  is 
four  and  a  half  miles  in  extent.  Unless  Mr.  Bowyer 
has  extended  his  holding  his  fishery  extends  from  the 
Round  House  at  Inglesham  to  Buscot  Lock,  a  distance 
of  not  more  than  two  miles  at  the  outside.  Of  course, 
by  ordnance  survey  it  may  be  a  few  yards  over,  but  I 
think,  from  what  T   recollect  of  it,  two  miles  is 


sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes  of  approximate 
accuracy.  Reports  of  the  character  written  by 
"  Rambler "  may  serve  their  purposes  by  inducing 
young  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  pay  Lechlade 
a  visit,  but  in  the  end  they  do  a  considerable  amount 
of  harm  both  to  the  place  and  the  paper,  because  tliey 
disgust  the  visitor  who  has  thus  been  decoyed,  and,  8s 
a  reader,  it  makes  him  distrust  the  whole  of  the  river 
reports.— Yours  faithfully,  G.  E.  Simms. 


FISHING  NEAR  ACOCK'S  GREEN, 
BIRMINGHAM. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  recently  come  to  reside  a1 
Aoock's  Green,  Birmingham,  I  shall  be  mucb 
obliged  if  any  reader  would  kindly  furnish  me  with 
information  as  to  fishing,  free  or  otherwise,  withiu 
reasonable  distance  of  the  above-mentioned  place.— 
Yours  faithfully,  Horace  R.  Jones. 


A  GRAND  REPORT  FROM  PEEBLES  I  ; 

Dear  Sir, — No  sooner  have  the  Morning  Post  and 
the  Pall  Mall  Gazette  ceased  firing  than  I  find  this  \ 
report  from  that  little  known  and  less  fished  river, 
the  Tweed,  which  you,  sir,  fished  so  recently  yourself. 

Instead  of  wasting  your  time  on  Floors  water  or 
Makerstoun,  alas  1  had  you  but  got  "  the  straight 
tip,"  you  would  have  gone  to  Peebles.  However,  you 
will  know  better  another  time,  I  trust.  And  as  for 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang  (lang  may  he  live),  he  will  kindly 
make  a  note  of  this  unknown,  unfrequented,  and  little 
fished  centre,  Peebles,  and  its  shire,  for  next  season. 

The  paragraph  appeared  in  the  "  Angling  Reports  "  of 
the  Daihi  Scotsman  last  week,  but  I  was  so  struck  by 
the  intelligence  it  conveyed  that  I  forgot  to  take  the 
exact  date  of  the  paper.  I  think  it  was  in  Thursday's 
or  Friday's  issue  (Sept.  12  or  13).  Comment  is  need- 
less, only  please  don't  all  go  at  once.  "Truth  is 
stranger  than  fiction."  Yes,  but  what  is  truth  '?  Till 
I  am  answered,  welcome,  sweet  and  gentle  Fiction, 
thou  anglers'  angel,  who  cometh  with  heavenly  wings 
to  soothe  our  wounded  feelings. — I  am,  etc., 

E.  M.  Tod. 

Here  is  the  report  Mr.  Tod  refers  to : — 

"The  Tweed. — Fishing  on  the  Tweed  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  James  Campbell,  Old  Town,  Peebles,  had 
quite  a  record  take  of  trout,  the  total  weight  being 
221b.  The  largest  trout  weighed  41b.,  and  the  smallest 
fib.,  and  the  four  largest  weighed  together  ll|lb. 
They  were  all  in  splendid  condition." 

[It  does  sound  rather  wonderful  for  the  Tweed 
nowadays,  and  at  Peebles  I— Ed.] 


TWO  TONS.  OF  LIVE  FISH  FOR  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sib, — Our  keepers  report  that  the  netting  of 
the  Lambeth  Waterworks  Company's  reservoir  at  East 
Molesey,  on  Friday  last,  resulted  in  putting  over  two 
tons  of  fish  into  the  river  Thames,  mostly  in  Sunbury 
Reach.  The  greater  portion  of  the  fish  consisted  of 
roach  and  perch,  but  some  jack  (the  largest  about  81b.) 
and  bream  (the  largest  about  6lb.)  were  included  in 
the  general  haul. — Yours  faithfully, 

H.  W.  HiGGiNS,  Hon.  Sec.  T.A.P-S. 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall, 
16th  Sept. 


WANTS  THE  CONTENTS  OP  THEIR  STOMACHS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  have  been  making  notes  for  some 
time  on  the  food  of  fresh-water  fish.  Accurate  facts 
are  most  difficult  to  obtain.  Could  I  ask  your  readers 
to  send  me  by  post  the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of 
the  trout  and  rainbows  they  take  ?  The  best  way  is  to 
extract  them,  place  them  in  a  wide-mouthed  bottle 
with  spirits  of  wine,  cork  tightly,  and  send  by  post  in 
a  tobacco  tin.  Kindly  state  place,  date,  and  time  of 
the  day  or  night  when  taken,  and  add  name  and 
address.  Everyone  interested  in  fish  culture  for  sport 
can  add  their  mite  to  the  accumulating  array  of  facts. 
— Yours  truly, 

E.  Adrian  Woodruffe-Pe acock, 

F.L.S.,  F.Q.S.,  M.C.S. 

Cadney,  Brigg,  Lincolnshire. 

[The  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  all  anxious 
to  further  the  cause  of  Science,  but  we  doubt  whether 
their  anxiety  will  go  so  far  as  to  cause  them  to  sacrifice 
bottles,  spirits,  and  boxes,  etc.,  on  its  altar  free, 
gratis,  and  for  nothing— if  that  is  what  our  rev. 
correspondent  means.— Ed.] 


ANGLING  IN  SALMON  LADDERS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  anxious  to  be  informed  whether 
36  &  37  Vic,  cap.  71,  sees.  53  and  64,  or  any  other 
fishery  Act,  bars  the  use  of  rod  and  line  in  the  basins 
of  a  salmon  pass.  The  words  "  scaring  salmon," 
"  instrument,"  "  contrivance,"  would  seem  to  point  to 
spears,  jiggering,  nets  and  such-like.  The  Acts  do  not 
prohibit  trout  angling  in  such  places,  and  I  should 
like  to  know  if  rods  can  or  cannot  be  used  in  them. — 
Yours  faithfully.  Black  Hackle. 

(Several  letters  are  iinavoirlahjy  held  over.) 
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The  Fishino  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston-,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 


Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
aU  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6d. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6t.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2t.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12t.  6d 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7  7  0 

Half  Page   3  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

-  Jdvertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager," 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan' 
Eouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING   AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  28th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  "Amateur  Angler  "  sends  me  the  following 
cheery  note  from  Shropshire.  He  used  to  know 
the  same  river  more  than  sixty  years  ago  : — 

My  Deab  R.,— Yesterday  was  a  glorious  day  for 
Charlie  and  me  ;  it  seemed  to  rain  everywhere  except 
on  the  particular  stretch  of  the  Teme  to  which  we  had 
special  access.  We  had  a  sis-mile  drive  across  a 
lovely  country,  and  found  the  river  Teme  teeming 
with  fine  grayling.  In  the  present  state  of  my  health 
I  could  not  venture  to  wade,  and  so  I  lost  many  a  good 
chance.  Charlie  is  a  nipper,  and  wades,  and  with 
three  flies  on  his  cast  and  the  sunk  fly  process  brought 
home  ten  brace  of  fine  grayling,  from  six  ounces  to  a 
pound,  most  of  them  big  ones,  which  is  about  as  large 
as  they  run.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  with  my  single 
dry  fly,  and  fishing  from  the  bank,  I  did  not  do  much. 
Dry  fly  as  against  wet  did  not  shine  on  that  occasion.  It 
was  really  a  most  charming  little  outing,  and  one  I  shall 
not  soon  forget.  I  would  describe  the  place,  the  river 
and  scenery,  but  that  would  be  telling,  and  I  must  not 
give  even  a  hint,  on  penalty  of  never  getting  another 
ticket  I  will  only  say  that  it  is  strictlv  preserved, 
and  that  it  is  regarded  as  a  great  privilege  to  be 
11  7^  to  fisli  tliere  at  all.  The  grayling  rose  fairly 
all  day,  but  in  the  evening,  when  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  them,  the  river,  especially  in  the  deep  and  slow 
parts,  was  really  bubbling  over  with  rising  fish.  It 
was  quite  interesting  to  see  through  the  bright,  clear 
water  the  big  grayling  come  sailing  straight  up  from 
the  bottom  to  suck  in  the  small  insect,  without  much 
fuss  or  fluster.  Red  Tag,  which  I  fancy  is  an  imitation 
of  no  fly  that  ever  floated,  seems  to  have  its  principal 
attraction  m  the  colour  of  its  tail.  That  was  the  fly 
most  alluring  to  the  grayling.  The  only 
little  drawback  to  this  delightful  day  was  that  for  the 
greater  part  of  it  a  blustering  south-westerly  wind 
prevailed,  which  was  dead  against  us,  but  it  calmed 
down  as  the  shades  of  evening  came  on,  and  then  was 


the  time  for  execution.  Altogether  it  was  one  of 
those  ideal  days  that  one  often  imagines  but  very 
seldom  realises. — "iours,  "A.  A." 

Ludlow,  Sept.  21. 


"  Not  all 
In  looking  over 
foimd  this  extract 


OF  Fishino  to  Fihu." 
some  papers  the  other  d;iy  I 
from  Forest  and  Strram  of 
May  5,  1894,  about  the  Fly-fishers'  Club,  etc., 
written  by  my  late  friend,  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney.  It 
is  interesting  as  explaining  the  author  of  the  saying, 
"  Not  all  of  fishing  to  fish,"  which,  I  thought, 
originated  with  Dr.  Prime,  but  it  was  the  late  Mr. 
George  Dawson.    Mr.  Cheney  said : — 

"  The  Fly-fishers'  Club,  London,  has  just  issued 
its  Annual,  after  its  tenth  year  of  existence,  and  on 
its  cover  is  shown,  for  the  first  time,  the  book 
plate  for  the  club's  library,  specially  designed  by 
Mr.  Batchelor.  The  design  is  very  attractive  as 
well  as  appropriate,  displaying  as  it  does  a  fish- 
basket,  or  creel,  of  the  stereotyped  form  as  made 
of  French  willow,  with  cover  raised  to  show  that 
it  is  filled  with  books  instead  of  trout. 

"  The  shoulder-strap  is  wound  aroimd  the  front 
of  the  creel  and  bears  the  legend,  '  Flyfishers'  Club 
Library.'  Under  the  figure  of  the  creel  is  the  Latin 
motto,  Piscator  rton  solum  2^iscatur.  Curved 
gracefully  around  the  creel  are  two  great  leaders, 
or  casting-lines,  each  terminating  in  an  up-winged 
fly,  making  the  whole  design  in  the  form  of 
a  shield. 

"  Now  I  have  nothing  but  imqualified  praise  for 
this  design,  for  it  is  well  drawn  and  so  '  fetching  ' 
that  it  will  make  a  book-loving  angler's  ej'es  glisten 
as  he  looks  upon  it ;  but  on  one  of  the  pages  of  the 
Annual  I  read :  '  The  book  plate  for  the  library 
and  its  Latin  inscription  will  be  found  to  embody 
the  maxim  of  that  celebrated  American  angler, 
Thaddeus  Norris,  that  "  It  is  not  all  of  fishing  to 
fish.'" 

"  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  rob  '  Uncle  Thad. 
of  anything  due  to  him  or  his  memory,  but  I 
believe  that  the  Fly-fishers'  Club  has  credited  the 
maxim  to  the  wrong  man.  Thad.  Norris  may  have 
used  the  expression,  that  it  is  '  not  all  of  fishing 
to  fish,'  but  his  name  has  never  been  associated 
with  it  over  here,  and  I  have  just  made  an  examin- 
ation of  his  books  to  see  if  I  could  find  reference 
to  it,  and  find  nothing  to  indicate  that  he  ever 
heard  of  it. 

"  The  late  George  Dawson,  editor  of  the  Albany 
Evening  Journal,  is  the  one  to  whom  the  maxim 
should  be  credited,  and  it  may  be  in  order  for  me 
to  explain  how  I  once  came  to  use  it  myself. 
When  Mr.  Dawson's  '  The  Pleasm-es  of  Angling ' 
was  published  in  1876,  I  read  in  it,  '  They  are 
greatly  in  error  who  suppose  that  all  there  is  of 
fishing  is  to  fish,'  and  the  expression  took  root 
within  me,  and  I  came  to  say,  on  all  proper  occasions, 
'It's  not  all  of  fishing  to  fish.'    When  'Fishing 
with  the  Fly '  was  published,  I  used  for  a  title  to 
one  of  the  chapters,  '  Not  all  of  Fishing  to  Fish,' 
and   did   so  without  the  least  thought  that  I 
was  robbing   Mr.  Dawson  of  something  which 
belonged  to  him.    Some  time  later  I  was  told  that 
Mr.  Dawson  himself  in  a  little  book,  '  Angling 
Talks,'  written  for  and  published  by  Forest  and 
Stream,  had  used  for  a  title  to  one  of  the  chapters, 
'  Not  all  of  Fishing  to  Fish,'  and  then  I  began  to 
have  grave  doubts  about  the  propriety  of  my  action 
in  using  the  expression  without  indicating  by  quota- 
tion marks  that  it  was  borrowed,  although  to  this 
day  I  have  not  seen  a  copy  of  '  Angling  Talks,'  nor 
do  I  know  the  date  of  its  publication  in  relation  to 
the  date  of  publication  of  '  Fishing  with  the  Fly,' 
nor  does  it  make  any  particular  difference  at  this 
late  day,  for  I  absorbed  the  expression  from  Mr. 
Dawson's  book,  and  to  him  is  due  the  credit  for  it. 
'  Fishing  with  the  Fly  '  contains  the  last  paper 
upon  fishing,  'Fly-casting  for  Salmon,' that  came 
from  Mr.  Dawson's  pen,  as  he  died  quite  suddenlv 
\  ery  soon  after  wiiting  the  chapter,  the  manuscript 
of  which  I  retain,  with  the  date  on  which  it  was 
written,  in  the  author's  hand.    The  committee  of 
the  Fly-fishers'  Club  may  like  to  know  that  Mr. 
Dawson,  whose  words  are  quoted  on  their  book 
plate,  was  bom  in  Falkirk,  Scotland,  in  1813. 


wrote  on  the  margin,  '  Correct  this.'  Up  to  the 
present  time  I  have  not  done  so,  but  tardy  justice 
is  better  than  none. 

"  One  beautiful  tribute,  written  as  I  have  always 
believed  by  Mr.  St.  Clair  McKelway,  mentioned 
Mr.  Dawson's  closing  days,  and  among  other  things 
said :  '  There  was  nothing  to  fight  for  or  against. 
He  ached  for  the  time  when  he  could  whij)  salmon 
and  snare  trout.'    The  italics  are  mine. 

"  It  is  quite  evident  that  the  writer  had  not  the 
idea  of  even  suggesting  that  Mr.  Dawson  was 
aching  for  the  time  when  he  could  take  trout 
unlawfully  or  in  an  unsportsmanlike  manner,  for 
he  knew  him  well  and  knew  that  he  was  not  a  law- 
breaker ;  but  it  is  also  evident  that  the  writer  was 
not  an  angler  and  was  unfamiliar  with  angling 
terms,  and  in  testifying  to  his  lore  of  angling  used 
the  wrong  word.  But  there  it  stands  to  this  day, 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  used,  almost  like  a  con- 
fession on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dawson  himself.  Here 
is  Mr.  Dawson's  own  testimony : — '  The  greatest 
enthusiast  soon  wearies  of  bait  and  troll  as  lures 
for  pike  and  pickerel,  or  sunfish  and  perch.  As 
coarse  food  palls  on  the  palate  so  the  love  of  angling 
soon  dies  out  unless  it  reaches  up  to  the  higher 
plane  of  trout  and  salmon,  lured  by  the  tiny  fly, 
kejit  in  check  by  the  gossamer-like  leader,  and  con- 
quered by  the  skilful  manipulation  of  the  slender 
rod,  which  curves  to  the  pressure  as  gracefully  as 
the  tall  pine  to  the  blast  of  the  tempest.  It  is 
only  in  this  higher  department  of  the  art  that  the 
angler  finds  the  witchery  of  his  vocation.' 

"A.  N.  Chkney," 


has  compiled  a  little 
most  useful  by  young 
'  Three  hundred  and 


Lady  Wardle,  of  Leek, 
book  which  wUl  be  found 
housekeepers ;  its  title  is 
sixty-six  Easy  and  Inexpensive  Dinners  for  Young 
Housekeepers."  In  British  households  there  is 
far  too  much  sameness  in  the  round  of  dishes,  and 
yet  Lady  Wardle  shows  what  a  wonderful  variety 
of  dinners  the  food  obtainable  in  this  country 
affords. 


The  Grimsby  News  Co.,  Victoria-street,  Gi-imsby, 
have  just  published,  and  nearly  sold  out,  an  edition 
of  a  new  half-crown  angling  book  by  Mr.  Richard 
Mason,  a  well-known  angler.  It  is  entitled  "  Angling 
Experiences  and  Reminiscences,"  and  is  nicely  got 
up.  I  hope  to  notice  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
presently.  Collectors  of  angling  books  should  note 
that  of  the  edition  of  600  already  .555  have  been 
subscribed  for. 


This  from  Shooting  and  Fishing  (New  York) 
shows  that  it  is  not  only  anglers  who  have  strange 
luck  at  times  : — 

"  One  of  the  strangest  shots  I  ever  saw  or  heard 
of  was  one  I  made  at  a  caribou.  The  great  beast 
was  passing  me  at  a  distance  of  about  seventy-five 
yards.  I  pulled  for  its  shoulder,  and  at  the  report 
the  animal  dropped  like  a  log,  but  slowly  staggered 
to  its  feet  again,  presenting  the  opposite  side.  I 
fired  again,  and  it  fell  dead.  When  we  cut  it  up 
we  found  the  two  bullets  had  made  but  one  hole 
through  the  deer,  the  second  ball  coming  out  just 
where  the  first  shot  went  in.  The  second  shot 
was,  of  course,  unnecessary,  but  I  always  believe 
in  shooting  as  long  as  a  deer  stands  up.  This  yam 
sounds  pretty  tough,  but  it  is  positively  true.  Of 
course,  it  was  one  of  those  curious  accidents  that 
occur  once  in  a  lifetime.  Something  like  this  one 
was  the  shot  I  made  on  my  way  home  last  year, 
when  five  quail  rose  before  the  dog,  and  I  killed 
two  brace  fair  and  square,  making  four  out  of  the 
five.  I  could  think  of  many  more,  but  I  guess 
these  are  enough  for  the  present." 


"  In  Justice  to  Me.  Dawson's  Memory. 
'  Soon  after  Mr.  Dawson's  death  in  1883  I 
received  from  his  son  a  copy  of  a  memoir  of  the 
dead  journalist  and  angler,  beautifully  piinted  and 
containing  a  fine  steel  engraved  portrait  of  the 
subject  of  the  memoii-.  One  sentence  in  it  struck 
me  as  unjust  to  Mr.  Dawson  as  an  angler,  and  I 


Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
sorry  to  hear  that  H.  Collinson,  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  keeper,  died  on 
Sept.  17  in  Sheffield  Infirmary,  where  he  had 
undergone  an  operation.  At  a  committee  meeting 
of  the  association  it  was  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  J. 
Hodson,  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  Whyman,  and  carried 
unanimously,  that  "  the  members  and  others  of  his 
friends  be  written  to,  soliciting  subscriptions  to  a 
fund  to  provide  him  suitable  burial  and  temporary 
assistance  for  the  widow,  and  that  the  matter  be 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  Henry 
Cooper."  Collinson  was  an  excellent  keeper,  and 
greatly  liked ;  he  was  wonderfully  clever  at  "  fly- . 
fishing  spinning" — that  is,  casting  the  natural 
minnow  overhand.  I  never  saw  any  to  beat  him . 
at  it.  R.  B.  Marston. 
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THE    FIRST    50LB.    SALMON  OF 
THE  CENTURY  CAUGHT  WITH 
THE  FLY. 


[At  the  Editor's  request  Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  has  i 
very  kindly  furnished  the  following  account  of  the  | 
first  fish  he  caught  this  season  in  the  ^'osse  | 
River.] 

Of  the  capture  of  this  just  over  501b.  fish  there 
is  very  little  to  tell.  Given  suitable  tackle,  and 
water  in  which  I  had  killed  many  hundreds  of 
salmon,  everything  was  of  the  simplest. 

The  pool — long,  deep,  sluggish,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  wide  in  its  upper  portion,  narrows 
and  shallows  lower  down,  till  it  becomes,  first,  a 
brisk  stream,  and  next  a  swift,  smooth  run  of  very 
visible  declination,  breaking  into  a  fierce  rapid  ■ 
about  a  kilometre  long.  The  fishing  water  is  the 
lowest  one  hundred  yards,  just  above  Jfche  rapid. 

If  a  fish  has  been  long  enough  in  the  pool  to  be 
wUling  to  come  up,  or  if  he  can  be  coaxed  up,  all  , 
goes  easy ;  but  if  he  means  dropping  down  nothing 
can  hinder  him.    The  rapid  runs  at  least  ten  knots, 
a  speed  that  empties  a  reel  of  one  hundred  and  | 
fifty  yards  in  thirty  seconds,  so  there  is  no  time  to 
do  anjiihing  but  break.    When  I  was  twenty  years 
younger  I  killed  some  three  fish,  which  by  coming 
in  to  my  side  of  the  rapid  after  dropping  down  the  ! 
middle  of  it,  gave  me  a  minute  to  get  level  with 


on  similar  occasions,  and  to  a  Durham  Ranger  on  \ 
6-0  double  hooks,  dressed,  I  judge  from  its  "  home  I 
made"  look,  byMacgowan's  niece,  gone  to  her  rest,  i 
poor  girl,  this  twenty  years  or  more ;  but  whether 
or  not  the  fly  was  hers,  it  had  considerable  age,  for 
since  many  years  ago  landing  successively  four  big 
fish,  everyone  hooked  outside  the  mouth,  I  have 
been  very  chary  of  ordering  double  sixes.  The 
rod  was  Malloch's,  one  good  article  I  had  from  that 
astute  gentleman.     The  reel,  most  important  item 
of  all  in  difficult  cases,  was  Farlow's  adjustable, 
which,  save  when  reeling  in,  leaves  one's  right 
hand  free  for  every  purpose. 

The  fish  took  just  above  and  outside  the  stones, 
and  at  once  ran  down  in  mid-stream,  with  jerks  of 
three  or  four  yards,  instantaneously  repeated. 
Reaching  the  smooth  water  of  the  rapid  he  turned, 
and  let  himself  be  towed  up  some  two  hundred 
yards.  There  he  turned  down,  and  always  with  the 
same  jerks,  but  bearing  more  to  the  left  bank  about 
reached  the  bank  of  stones.  There,  fearful  of 
fouling,  I  held  him  harder,  whereon  he  jumped  and 
splashed  a  bit  in  the  stream  running  over  the 
stones.  Again  he  came  up,  and  again  fought  not 
to  pass  the  point  at  which  he  had  before  stopped,  it 
being,  no  doubt,  the  limit  of  his  sui-vey ;  but  he 
was  evidently  done,  and  I  went  ashore  at  the  first 
point.  There,  standing  high  while  the  man  got  the 
boat  out  of  the  way,  I  saw  that  the  fish  was  big, 
which,  having  one  hundred  yards  of  line  out,  I  had 
failed  to  notice  when  he  showed  himself. 


A  DANISH  SALMON  RIVER: 
THE  GUDENAA. 


The  slow-flowing  water  systems  of  Denmark  are 
more  adapted  for  pike,  perch,  carp,  eels,  and  other 
so-called  coarse  fish  than  for  anything  else ;  but  there 
was  a  time  when  some  of  the  brooks  and  streams ' 
that  flow  through- Jutland  heaths  and  meadows 
contained  a  good  many  fine  trout  and  grayling, 
and  when  very  fair  sport  with  the  rod  could  be 
obtained.  Until  recently,  however,  very  little  care 
was  taken  of  these ;  the  trout  were  scooped  out 
wholesale  by  the  country  people  with  nets  of 
various  kinds  ;  discharges  of  noxious  matter  were 
allowed  to  go  on  without  interference,  and  nothing 
was  done  to  replace  the  waste  of  fish  life  caused  by 
these  proceedings.  The  exigencies,  moreover,  of 
improved  agriculture  induced  extensive  artificial 
irrigation,  and  this  perhaps  did  as  much  injury  as 
anything  else.  Now  it  has  been  discovered  that 
considerable  pecuniary  value  attaches  to  fresh 
water  fish,  more  especially  to  those  that  spend  a 
portion  of  their  lives  in  salt  water.  Hatcheries 
with  feeding  and  rearing  ponds  in  connection  have 
been  established  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Rainbow  trout  have  been  introduced,  a  good  deal 
of  water  is  strictly  preserved,  and  some  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  fishery  legislation. 

One  of  the  most  important  experiments  in  course 
of  being  carried  out  is  the  attempt  to  increase 


The  Fiest  50lb.  Salmon  op  the  Century  caught  with  the  Fly. 


them,  but  now  I  always  break  promptly  when  I 
find  the  fish  fully  committed  to  the  torrent.  i 
It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  a  fish  will  not 
come  up,  and  does  not  go  down.    He  has  then  to 
be  fought  in  a  thirty  yard  stretch  of  stiller,  deepish 
water,  just   above  a  side  of   the  rapid.    It  is 
formed  by  a  mass  of  stones  (not  rocks)  from  the 
size  of  a  coal-scuttle  to  that  of  a  dining-room  table, 
stretching  out  for  a  dozen  yards  from  the  left  bank, 
and  is  a  ticklish  place  in  wh  ch  to  rim  a  big  fish. 
He  must  be  kept  from  the  stones  above  and  from 
the  side  rapid  below,  and  if  allowed  to  run  too  far 
out  is  liable,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  be  swept  down 
the  main  rapid.     Still,  if  properly  handled,  fish 
even  up  to  451b.  and  461b.  can  nearly  always  be 
landed  here.    The  latter  fish  was  hooked  outside, 
under  the  throat,  which,  given  a  high,  steep  bank, 
observant    anglers   may   see   gave    me  a  great 
advantage,  for  with  his  dorsal  and  other  body 
fins  exhausted,  it  was  easy,  the  instant  he  came 
under  the  point  of  the  rod,  to  turn  him  on  his 
back  and  tow  him  helpless  to  the  bank. 

With  this  description  of  the  locale,  which  I 
hope  your  readers  may  not  find  too  tedious, 
I  pass  to  the  circumstances.  We  had  been  out 
four  days,  and  found  next  to  no  fish.  My  wife 
had  the  first  day  caught  with  Phantom  one  of 
251b.,  but  we  had  seen  no  others,  and  not  even 
a  trout  had  touched  my  fly.  The  river  was  in 
slight  flood  from  snow,  and  half  an  inch  of  rain 
was  bringing  down  some  floating  rubbish.  It  was 
half-past  nine,  the  evening  dull,  with  a  drizzle  of 
rain,  so  I  changed  to  a  hand-twisted  treble  cast  of 
Farlow's  that  had  seen  two  or  three  years'  service 


From  the  steep  bluff,  with  the  man  at  the  edge 
of  the  water  six  yards  below,  I  pulled  hard,  straight 
up  on  the  fish,  which,  the  hooks  being  in  the  point 
of  his  lower  jaw,  capsized  him,  and  he  drifted  like 
a  log  to  the  gaff. 

The  fish  was  a  female,  fresh  run,  with  sea  lice 
that  clung  to  her  even  to  the  stuffer's  hands,  was 
small  headed,  full  in  shoulders  and  breast,  and,  best 
sign  of  aU,  was  deep  and  full  in  flank. 

The  time  occupied  in  running  the  fish  was  prob- 
ably between  twenty  and  twenty-five  minutes.  It 
was  not  actually  noted,  but  the  wh<5le  time,  forty- 
five  minutes,  from  changing  the  cast  to  the  fish 
being  carried  to  the  boat,  was,  and  as  I  fished  for 
some  fifteen  minutes  before  getting  the  rise  the 
time  stated  can  be  very  little  out. 

The  fish  would  not  have  been  preserved  or  this 
story  told  had  not  the  rise  been  absolutely  the  first 
of  any  description  I  got  in  this  century. 

The  stuffed  fish  is  for  a  few  weeks  at  Farlow's, 
where  anyone  interested  can  see  how  well  the 
artist,  Herr  Dahl,  of  the  Bergen  Museum,  sets  up 
a  specimen,  and  how  looks  a  501b.  fish  in  exactly 
the  good  average  condition  of  a  thirty-six  inch  fish 
that  weighs  201b. — tne  standard,  it  may  be  remem- 
bered, that  I  adopted  in  compiling  the  table  of 
weights  for  length  only,  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Sept.  2,  1893.  Edward  Sturdy. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  l>y  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  CATALOQtJB  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Oovemment  Publicationa  can  be  had  on 
application. 


materially  the  supply  of  migratory  fish  in  the 
water  system  of  the  Gudenaa.  This  river,  which 
is  the  only  one  in  Denmark  up  which  any  consider- 
able number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  run,  is,  like 
its  neighbours,  very  slow  flowing,  and  contrasting 
strongly  as  it  does  in  this  respect  with  the  rivers  of 
Norway  and  Scotland,  the  results  of  the  experiment 
should  be  looked  to  with  special  interest. 

Nominally,  the  Gudenaa  enters  the  Randers 
Fjord  at  the  town  of  Randers  on  the  east  coast  of 
Jutland,  but  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  fjord 
constitutes  the  lower  terminal  lake  of  the  water 
system,  inhabited  as  it  is  by  exactly  the  same 
kinds  of  fish  as  the  more  inland  portions.  Some 
little  way  above  Randers  is  the  "  Laxegaard "  of 
Friisenvold,  and  here  the  salmon  fishery  has  been 
carried  on  ;  but  owing  to  want  of  protection  and 
other  causes  it  has  been  on  the  decline  for  many 
years.  In  the  year  1898-99  the  total  take  at  this 
point  was  216  salmon  and  373  sea-trout.  With  a 
view  to  the  regeneration  of  the  whole  river  system, 
the  Laxegaard  was  purchased  by  the  Government, 
and  it  was  at  length  possible  to  do  something 
effectual  in  the  desired  direction.  Here  it  should 
be  stated  that  the  following  facts  had  been  ascer- 
tained by  due  investigation  :  (1)  That  both  salmon 
and  sea-trout  ascend  and  spawn  in  the  Gudenaa, 
fish  of  both  these  kinds  having  been  taken  ripe  for 
spawning,  newly  spawned  and  in  kelt  condition,  as 
also  fry.  (2)  That  the  young  of  both  begin  to 
leave  the  river  for  salt  water  at  the  end  of  April, 
but  the  bulk  in  May  and  beginning  of  June. 
(3)  That  the  spawning  period  lasts  from  the  end 
of  October  \mtU  on  into  December.    (4)  That  the 
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spawning  places  used  by  both  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  on  the  Gudenaa  itself  are  on  the  portion 
above  the  large  lake  (or  extension  of  river)  called 
Silkeborg,  Lomgso  to  Bjerringbro  ;  while  the 
spawning  grounds  used  by  sea-trout  only  are  in 
\arious  tributaries  —  Borreaa,  Tangenaa,  etc. 
(5)  That  salmon  and  sea-trout  have  difficulty  in 
reaching  another  tributary,  Funderaa,  on  account 
of  some  works  there.  (6)  That  salmon  rvm  more 
or  less  every  month  except  October,  but  mostly  in 
Jime,  July,  and  August ;  sea-trout  from  Jime  to 
November.  (7)  That  salmon  ascending  Gudenaa 
may  be  di\'ided  into  three  groups — (a)  those  of 
over  thirty-two  inches  in  length  which  run  from 
December  onwards ;  (b)  those  of  from  twenty -six 
to  thirty-two  inches,  which  appear  mostly  in 
early  spring  and  in  Jime ;  and  (c)  those  of  from 
nineteen  to  twenty-five  inches  only,  which  come 
from  June  to  October.  (8)  That  the  last  of  these 
groups  consists  for  the  most  part  of  males.  (9)  That 
the  fry  when  they  descend  average  between  six 
and  seven  inches  —  at  most  seven  —  in  length. 
(10)  That  salmon  of  from  seven  to  nineteen  inches 
have  not  been  observed  in  the  Gudenaa,  and  that 
it  may  be  assumed  they  do  not  exist  there  ;  nor 
have  they  been  taken  in  the  Randers  Fjord. 

The  salmon  that  run  from  November  to  May  are 
fat,  silvery  fish  of  from  101b.  to  25lb.  weight ;  the 
Jime  fish  are  also  in  good  condition,  though  the 
majority  are  smaller ;  but  the  July  arrivals  are 
inferior  to  their  predecessors.  In  August  and 
September,  among  the  small  fish  that  then  run,  a 
few  big  ones  are  captured  up  to  431b.,  and  although 
not  nearly  ready  to  spawn  have  put  on  spawning 
dress. 

In  due  regard  to  the  above  information  a  law 
applying  to  the  fishery  in  Randers  Fjord  and  the 
Gudenaa  was  passed  on  April  7,  1900,  and  on 
.July  25  of  the  same  year  it  came  into  force. 
From  the  following  resxi.me  of  salmon  and  sea- 
trout  (taken  from  the  official  report)  captured  at 
Friisenvold  in  1899  and  1900,  it  would  seem  that 
the  former  at  any  rate  begin  to  ascend  the  Gudenaa 
much  about  the  same  time  of  the  year  as  they  do 
the  Rhine  : — 


iln  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1900,  ice  put  a 
stop  to  operations. 


Salmon 

Sea-trout 

1899 

1900 

1899 

1900 

January . . . 

34 

February 

31 

=1 

March  ... 

32 

32 

April 

11 

11 

May  

1 

15 

1 

Juno 

17 

19 

32 

25 

July  ... 

49 

41 

104 

104 

August  . . . 

16 

29 

89 

107 

September 

10 

3 

112 

69 

October  ... 

11 

117 

67 

November 

1 

9 

December 

4 

5 

In  accordance  with 
new  close  time, 
operations  ceased 
during  November 
and  December,  1899. 

In  view  of  previous  returns,  the  general  correct- 
ness of  which  the  above  confirmed,  local  close 
times  (considerably  longer  than  the  one  which, 
according  to  the  general  law  of  March,  1898, 
applies  throughout  Denmark)  were  appointed 
(clause  2)  as  follows :  For  salmon,  sea-trout,  and 
trout — from  June  1  to  Sept.  1,  from  Randers  to 
the  outer  or  sea  end  of  the  fjord ;  from  Aug.  1  to 
Jan.  1,  from  Randers  upwards  to  Silkeborg  (which 
is  about  sixty  miles  from  outer  end  of  fjord) ;  and 
from  Oct.  1  to  Jan.  1  for  the  lakes  at  Silkeborg, 
together  with  all  the  tributaries  which  discharge 
into  them,  or  into  any  other  portion  of  the  water 
system  of  the  Gudenaa,  including  the  Randers 
Fjord ;  while  in  order  further  to  protect  the  spawn- 
ing beds,  the  use  of  certain  kinds  of  nets  is 
forbidden  until  May  1  from  Jan.  1.  In  view  of  the 
great  reduction  which  had  taken  place  in  the  stock 
of  salmon  in  the  river,  it  was  thought  likely  that 
when  the  spawning  season  approached  there  would 
be  considerable  difficulty  in  obtaining  parent  fish, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  provide  against  this  con- 
tingency by  securing  a  number  earlier  in  the 
summer.  A  previous  experiment,  however,  in  this 
connection  had  proved  unsuccessful ;  the  fish  could 
not  stand  detention  in  the  hot  weather  in  the 
receptacles  then  available  for  the  purpose  at 
Frtisenvold,  and  all  became  sick  or  died  after  a 
short  term  of  imprisonment.  Arrangements  were 
therefore  made  imder  the  altered  conditions  to 
provide  for  them  a  temporary  abode  where  their 
Bujroundings  would  be  more  natural  than  on  the 
previous  occasion. 


A  side  channel,  formed  by  a  small  island  nmning 
parallel  with  one  bank,  was  cleared  out,  deepened, 
and  prepared  for  the  purpose.  This  channel  is 
about  five  hundred  feet  long,  and  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  feet  wide,  both  ends  connecting  with  the 
river ;  at  low  summer  level  its  depth  is  three  feet. 
Before  being  cleared  out  the  water  which  it  con- 
tained was  practically  still,  partly  because  it  was 
overgrovra  with  vegetation  and  partly  because  of 
the  formation  of  a  sandbank  which  deflected  the 
current.  The  deepening  of  the  channel  was  con- 
tinued onwards  so  as  to  remove  this  sandbank 
and  increase  the  stream  as  much  as  possible.  A 
reservoir  some  four  hundred  feet  long  was  thus 
formed — exit  at  either  end  being,  of  course,  shut 
'"ff — with  a  free  current  throughout ;  and  although 

1  (bottom  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired,  it 
was  thought  likely  that  fish  imprisoned  there  would 
remain  healthy  and  develop  sexual  organs  in  the 
usual  way.  On  .June  15  last  year  it  was  ready,  and 
salmon  began  at  once  to  be  placed  in  it,  in  all 
s'xty  (fourteen  in  .June,  thirty  in  July,  and  the  rest 
in  August)  being  introduced.  In  June  three  died — 
after  only  fourteen  days'  confinement — and  two 
more  in  July  and  August,  but  none  later  on.  A 
number  of  those  introduced  in  June  underwent 
after  a  very  short  time  a  great  change  in  their 
appearance,  exchanging  their  bright,  silvery  dress 
for  an  ugly  swarthy  colour  hardly  ever  seen  in 
salmon  living  under  natural  conditions.  The  colour 
of  fish,  however,  becomes  affected  by  their  sur- 
roundings. The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  in  which 
these  salmon  were  kept  was  soft,  and  for  the  most 
part  they  remained  in  the  deepest  parts  where  it 
was  most  muddy ;  and  this  would  seem  to  account 
for  the  change  in  their  appearance  more  especially 
as  the  fish  thus  affected  became  ready  for  spawning 
at  the  same  time  as  the  others,  and  developed 
quite  healthy  spawn. 

The  imprisoned  salmon  were  never  observed  to 
feed,  but  as  their  place  of  confinement  swarmed 
throughout  the  summer  with  small  fish,  they  had 
every  opportunity,  if  inclined  to  do  so,  of  making 
a  meal  on  them.  About  Nov.  1  they  exhibited  a 
particular  desire  to  proceed  up-stream,  and  they 
were  taken  out ;  but  examination  showed  them  to 
be  not  quite  ripe,  and  they  were  placed  for  the 
time  in  smaller  receptacles,  each  sex  apart.  The 
males  unfortunately  proved  to  be  much  the  more 
numerous,  and  when  in  the  latter  half  of  November 
all  were  ready  for  spawning,  only  120,000  fructified 
ova  could  be  obtained.  These  were  sent  to  two 
different  hatcheries,  the  one  at  Silkeborg,  on  the 
Gudenaa  itself,  the  other  at  Holstebro,  and  there 
they  will  be  retained  until  the  autumn  of  1901, 
when  they  will  be  released  in  the  Gudenaa.  The 
surplus  males  which  could  not  be  utilised  were 
released  with  a  numbered  plate  attached  to  the 
back  fin,  and  all  immediately  made  off  up  the 
river.  The  others,  after  having  been  spawned, 
were  also  similarly  marked,  and  most  of  them 
followed  the  same  course.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  direction  they  took,  they  were  at  first  released 
below  the  Laxegaard,  and  the  day  afterwards 
several  were  retaken  there ;  the  experiment  was 
repeated,  but  with  the  same  result ;  when,  how- 
ever, released  above,  they  did  not  return.  It  may 
be  added  that  some  of  these  spent  fish  were  after- 
wards observed  on  the  spavraing  tributaries  above 
after  the  termination  of  the  close  time. 

The  officials  at  Friisenvold  consider  the  pro- 
ceedings were  successful,  and  anticipate  favourable 
results  in  the  futm-e.  The  main  difficulty  would 
appear  to  be  the  small  number  of  female  fish,  but 
this  can  perhaps  be  regulated  by  commencing 
operations  somewhat  sooner,  as  the  fish  which 
run  earlier  in  uhe  year  are  for  the  most  part 
females. 

As  a  result,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  of  the  new  law,  an 
unusual  nmnber  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  were 
observed  on  the  spawning  beds  both  of  the 
Gudenaa  and  its  tributaries  last  autumn,  and  a 
material  increase  in  the  number  of  migratory  fish 
visiting  this  important  water  system  may  con- 
fidently be  looked  for.  Rugde. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Fiild  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  pnetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'lyra  Pisoatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says ;  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  pf  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  87,  Kinp;  Street,  Covent  Gardsq,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  28.  Bd- 


SEA-WATEK  FISH  IN  EEESH 
WATERS. 


Dr.  Hugh  M.  Smith,  the  leading  intellectual 
light  of  the  United  States'  Fish  Commission  and 
the  present  Director-General  of  the  United  States' 
Wood's  Hole  Aquatic  Laboratories  and  Fish 
Hatcheries,  has  kindly  sent  me  the  following 
up-to-date  information  anent  sea-water  fish  which 
leave  either  for  a  while  or  permanently  the  sea  for 
fresh  and  inland  waters. 

It  would  be  interesting  and  instructive  to  know 
if  similar  migrations  take  place  by  the  marine  fish 
of  the  British  Empire  for  fresh  and  inland  waters. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  similar  comprehen- 
sive, ofiicial,  literary  data  for  the  liritish  Empire 
have  been  published,  at  least  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain. 

Whilst  the  Americans  possess  in  Dr.  Hugh  M. 
Smith  an  official,  who  is  an  expert  authority  and  a 
living  encyclopu'dia  on  all  economic  and  industrial 
questions  concerning  the  varied  fisheries  and  fishing 
industries  of  the  United  States,  with  much  foreign 
knowledge  and  experience,  nevertheless  in  the 
British  Empire  no  such  information  appears  to  bo 
obtainable. 

American  Sea-Water  Fish  in  Fresh  Waters. 

(1)  Some  important  American  fishes  which  spend 
most  of  their  time  at  sea,  but  regularly  ascend  the 
rivers  to  spavra  : — 

Atlantic  salmon  (Salmo  salar). 
Quinnat  salmon  {Oncorhynchus  tschawytficha). 
Blueback    salmon    or    redfish  {OncorJiyncJms 
nerha). 

Silver  salmon  {Oncorhynchus  kisutsch). 
Steelhead  salmon  (Salmo  gairdneri). 
Shad  [Alosa  sa2ndissima). 

River  herrings  or  alewives  {Pomolobiis-p-ieudo- 
liarengus  and  Pomolohus  a-stivaliii). 

Sturgeons  {Acipenser  oxyrhynchun  and  Acipcnaer 
iransmontanus) . 

Striped  bass  [Boccus  lineatus). 

White  perch  (Morone  americanitg). 

Smelt  (Osmerus  mordax). 

Tomcod  {Microgadus  tomcodiis). 

(2)  Some  American  fishes  which,  normally  marine 
or  anadromous,  have,  independently  of  man,  become 
permanently  acclimatised  in  fresh  waters  : — 

Land-locked  salmon  (Salmo  salar,  var.).  The 
sea-going  form,  in  prehistoric  times,  became  land- 
locked in  the  lakes  of  Maine  and  Canada,  and  it 
has  now  lost  the  migratorj-  instinct. 

Similar  instances  of  voluntary  land-locking  exist 
among  salmonoid  fishes  of  northern  Europe. 

Branch  herring  or  ale  wife  {Pomolohua  pscudo- 
harengus).  Some  schools  of  this  species  about 
thirty  years  ago,  while  ascending  streams  to  spa\vn, 
entered  canals  and  thence  reached  Lake  Ontario 
and  various  small  lakes  in  the  State  of  New 
York ;  in  these  lakes  the  species  has  become  a 
permanent  resident,  with  remarkable  deterioration 
in  size. 

Smelt  (Osmerns  mordax).  Although  •  perfectly 
able  to  go  to  sea,  this  species  is  found  throughout 
the  year  in  certain  New  England  and  New  York 
lakes. 

(3)  Some  American  anadromous  species  which 
have  been  artificially  acclimatised  in  fresh 
water : — 

Quinnat  salmon  (Oncorhynchns  tschaivytsclia). 
This,  the  most  valuable  of  all  the  salmons  in 
America,  invariably  dies  after  once  spawning. 
Nevertheless,  M.  Bellesme,  of  the  Trocadero 
Aquarium,  has  reared  the  species,  in  tanks  of 
fresh  water,  through  seven  generations. 

Steelhead  salmon  (Salmo  gairdneri).  Planted 
in  Lake  Superior  by  the  United  States'  Fish  Com- 
mission, and  successfully  established  in  the  lake 
and  its  affluents. 

From  the  Okhotsk  Sea,  a  salmon,  in  large  swarms, 
swims  up  the  Amur  River  (in  far  eastern  Russian 
Siberia)  to  a  distance  of  1330  miles  during  a  period 
of  three  or  four  weeks. 

These  salmon  enter  the  river  first  about  the 
middle  of  July,  and  also  another  batch  of  salmon 
in  the  later  autumn. 

In  Siberia  another  species  of  salmon  is  dried  as 
food  for  dogs,  where  also  the  sea-weed  and  seal 
trades  are  valuable  industries,  far  better  and  abler 
worked  by  the  Japanese  than  by  the  local  "  native  " 
Russians  or  Chinese. 

In  Siberia  their  local  herring  fisheries  are  chiefl  r 
conducted  for  the  manure  trade,  although  onlr 
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861bs.  of  manure  are  derived  on  an  approximate 
average  from  2161bs.  of  fresh  herrings,  which  is  a 
terribly  wasteful  process. 

Definitions. 

(4)  Anadroms,  or  Anadromous  Fish,  from  the 
Greek  word  avaSpofinvs  —  anadromous  —  signifies 
running  up  or  ascending  —  that  is,  marine  fish 
which  leave  the  sea  to  ascend  rivers  so  as  to  spawn 
in  fresh  water. 

(5)  Cafadromes,  or  Catadromons  FisJi,  horn  the 
Greek  word  Kara  (l-afa),  down,  and  dfiafxeiv  (di-amein), 
to  run ;  though  originally  used  in  Greek  as  the 
term  for  a  race-course,  ia  time  got  corrupted  into 
running  down,  or  descending.  Hence  a  fish  which 
descends  streams  to  spawn  in  the  sea. 

(6)  Catanadronioiis,  or  Catandronious,  Fish  are 
those  which  pass  at  fixed  intervals  from  salt  water 
into  fresh  water,  and  vice  versa. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  marine  eel  bom  in  the  sea 
may  ascend  rivers,  where  it  may  perhaps  live  for 
two  to  four  years,  or  till  it  has  reached  its  maturity, 
when  it  descends  to  the  sea  to  spawn,  and  perhaps 
never  again  to  leave  salt  water.  Such  fish  are 
oatandromous. 

This  is  a  trulj-  remarkable  instance  of  adaptability 
by  gradual  natural  acclimatisation. 

Fresh  and  sea  waters  have  different  chemical 
compositions,  densities  or  specific  gravities,  with 
different  osmotic  powers,  or  powers  to  pass  through 
organic  membranes,  such  as  the  living  gills  or 
respiratory  organs  of  fish,  etc. 

When  fish  pass  from  sea  to  fresh  water,  or 
rice  versa,  then-  gills  require  time  to  gradually 
acclimatise  these  breathing  organs  to  changed 
surroundings. 

The  food  derived  and  derivable  from  the  fauna 
(that  is,  the  plants,  animals,  and  organisms)  of 
fresh  and  sea  waters  are  also  widely  different. 

J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.E.C.S. 
30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton,  Sept.  20,  1901. 


FALL  FISHING  FOE  WISCONSIN 
MASCALONGE. 


The  fish  law  of  Wisconsin  prescribes  a  close 
season  for  mascalonge  from  March  1  to  May  2.5  of 
each  year,  therefore  the  angler  may  coimt  on  over 
nine  consecutive  months  of  open  season.  Usually 
the  early  fishing  is  excellent  and  the  angler  may 
enjoy  fine  sport  without  being  devoured  alive  by 
mosquitoes  and  flies  imtil  about  June  10  or  15,  but 
during  the  hot  weather  usual  in  July  and  August 
the  sport  falls  off.  This  year,  however,  in  the  fore 
part  of  the  season  the  weather  was  cold  and  back- 
ward, and  the  early  mascalonge  fishing  was  not  up 
to  the  average  standard  of  former  seasons,  but 
impro\  ed  somewhat  before  the  record-breaking  hot 
weather  of  July  made  its  appearance.  Eeports  of 
good  sport  with  mascalonge  were  rare  and  patrons 
of  the  so-called  "  gentle  sport "  (a  misnomer  so  far 
as  mascalonge  fishing  is  concerned,  for  the  masca- 
longe is  anything  but  "  gentle  "  and  has  been  aptly 
dubbed  "  the  wolf  of  fresh  water  ")  looked  forward 
to  the  fall  season  now  close  at  hand  to  renew  their 
trips  to  Northern  Wisconsin  in  quest  of  more 
satisfying  sport  with  the  gamy  Esox  nohilior, 
acknowledged  to  be  the  king  of  the  pike  family. 

From  about  August  20,  through  September  and 
October,  after  cool  nights  and  occasional  frosts 
have  killed  off  the  insect  pests  in  the  wilds  sur- 
rounding the  mascalonge  waters  of  Wisconsin,  the 
angler  will  find  his  chances  for  sport  enhanced  and 
will  as  well  enjoy  freedom  from  the  attacks  of  the 
aforesaid  insects.  Owing  to  the  unfa\-ourable  con- 
ditions earlier  in  the  summer,  it  will  be  safe, 
probably,  to  assume  that  better  sport  will  reward  the 
anglers  who  shall  visit  later  the  waters  inhabited 
by  the  Wisconsin  mascalonge,  and  that  many 
devotees  to  the  bait-casting  and  trolling  methods 
of  angling  will  avail  themseh  es  of  the  opportunities 
afforded  by  the  numerous  lakes  of  that  well-watered 
country. 

Trolling  is  the  most  common  form  of  luring  the 
"  wolf  of  fresh  water,"  and  the  tackle  consists  of  a 
stiff  rod,  eight  to  eleven  ounces  in  weight,  similar 
to  a  bait-casting  rod  (many  anglers,  however,  prefer 
additional  length,  say,  seven,  eight  or  nine  feet,  but 
this  is  not  always  reqiiisite,  as  all  the  angling  is 
from  a  boat),  fifty  or  seventy- five  yards  of  strong, 
closely  braided  linen  or  silken  line  on  a  quadruple 
multiplying  reel,  and  No_  y  q,.'  g  skinner  spoon. 
The  mascalonge  is  piscivorous,  and  often  ffeeds  upon 


other  fishes  of  such  size  as  to  cause  wonder  at  its 
voracity  and  deglutitious  powers,  therefore  a  large 
spoon  is  more  attractive  and  some  anglers  supple- 
ment the  lure  by  attaching  a  gang  of  hooks  upon 
which  is  impaled  a  large  minnow.  But  others  use 
only  the  large  spoon,  with  but  a  single  hook, 
deeming  that  more  desirable  than  the  above  com- 
bination of  artificial  and  natural  lures.  A  guide 
must  be  employed,  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
location  of  the  weed  beds  and  bars  along  which  the 
mascalonge  lies  perdu  for  its  prey,  and  the  better 
fisherman  the  guide  the  gi-eater  are  the  chances  for 
success  in  the  spoit.  The  guide  must  not  only  be 
able  to  bring  the  angler  in  touch  with  the  haunts 
of  the  fish,  but  when  one  is  fastened  he  must  pull 
the  boat  into  deep  water  where  the  mascalonge 
cannot  foul  the  line  among  the  weeds — thus  aiding 
the  angler  in  the  battle  royal— for  this  fish  is  full 
of  fight  from  start  to  finish  and  will  make  use  of 
many  wily  ways  in  its  struggle  to  defeat  the  angler 
and  gain  its  liberty.  And  when  the  mascalonge  is 
subdued,  and  is  finally  brought  in  a  comparatively 
passive  condition  to  the  side  of  the  boat  (it  may  be 
reeled  in  several  times  before  it  can  be  held),  the 
guide  must  gaff  it  in  the  under  part  of  the  throat  or 
gills,  quietly  and  dexterously  so  as  not  to  startle  the 
wary  quarry  into  another  run,  boat  it  and  kill  it  by 
a  heavy  blow  or  two  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  with 
a  stout  club. 

When  fishing  off  the  weed  beds,  the  troller  may 
draw  his  lure  forty  or  fifty  feet  from  the  tip  of  his 
rod  ;  some  anglers  use  less,  others  a  greater  length  ; 
when  trolling  around  the  edges  of  bars  or  across 
them,  a  longer  line  is  more  desirable,  but  when 
drawing  the  lure  through  the  open  water  spaces 
between  weed  beds,  it  will  be  found  difficult  to 
keep  clear  of  the  weeds  if  more  than  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  are  used. 

Some  anglers  claim  that  casting  is  the  most 
scientific  and  satisfactory  method  of  fishing  for  the 
mascalonge,  the  lure  a  spoonhook  or  a  bucktail 
fly  with  a  strip  of  pork  rind  or  the  gullet  of  a 
pickerel  on  the  hook.  The  boat  is  worked  slowly 
along  the  weed  beds  some  thirty  or  thirty-five  feet 
distant,  more  or  less,  the  lure  being  cast  near  to 
the  edge  of  the  weed  beds,  allowed  to  sink  some 
feet  below  the  surface,  and  then  retrieved  slowly, 
during  which  process  a  number  of  short  successive 
jerks  will  be  found  quite  an  effective  adjunct  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  lure.  Some  very  large  and 
gamy  mascalonge  have  been  taken  by  this  method. 

Whatever  style  the  expert  angler  may  prefer,  he 
will  be  sure  of  excellent  fall  fishing  for  mascalonge 
in  Northern  Wisconsin,  should  he  be  so  fortunate 
as  to  select  a  good  lake  for  that  fish  (and  there  are 
many  in  that  State),  have  a  competent  guide,  and 
find  the  fishes  "  on  the  feed."  The  mascalonge 
almost  invariably  breaks  water  when  it  feels  the 
steel — may  do  so  a  number  of  times — and  will 
fight  to  a  finish.  One  angler,  when  speaking  of 
the  capture  last  fall  of  a  mascalonge  he  had  killed 
at  Minocqua  (a  fish  which  weighed  nearly  301b.), 
said,  "  That  one  gave  me  a  good  fight.  He  stood 
on  his  tail,  on  top  of  the  water,  trying  to  shake  out 
the  hook,  five  or  six  times !  " — Anierica)i  Field. 


SOME  EXPEEIENCES  ON  LOUGH 
COKKIB. 


[Iv  must  be  more  than  twenty  years  since  the 
writer  of  these  notes  on  Lough  Corrib,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Smith,  sent  me  some  on  Lough  Neagh  and  on  the 
trout  rivers  of  county  Cork.  He  now  writes : — 
"  Having  had  a  pleasant  holiday,  I  have  jotted 
down  our  daOy  experience  of  sport  on  Lough 
Corrib.  I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  you  are  still 
editor  of  the  good  old  Fishing  Oazette,  and  hope 
that  you  may  long  be  spared  to  be  so."  I  am 
much  obliged  to  Mr.  Smith  for  his  good  wishes, 
and  also  for  kindly  sending  the  information. — E.  B. 
Marston,  lid.  F.  G.] 

Dear  Sir,  —  For  the  information  of  your 
correspondent  Mr.  A.  H.  Stanbury,  and  other 
anglers  who  may  wish  io  try  Lough  Corrib,  I  think 
the  short  experience  I  had  this  summer  may  be 
acceptable,  inasmuch  as  many  business  men,  who 
have  only  the  opportunity  once  a  year  for  indulging 
in  their  favourite  pastime,  and  desire  to  select 
some  .locality  where  there  will  be  a  chance  of 
decent  sport,  are  often  disappointed  by  misleading 
accounts  of  tbe  fishing.  ,  Judging  by  my  own 
experience  and .  that  of  friends,  it  appears  difficult 
to  pick  a  more  suitable  place  than  Lough  Corrib,' 


or  the  range  of  lakes  that  intersect  the  west  of 
Ireland,  so  that  induced  by  the  capital  sport  that  a 
friend  had  in  .June  at  Oughterard,  myself  and  two 
others  started  early  in  August  from  Euston  Statioji 
by  the  mail  train  at  8.4.'>  p.m.,  via  Holyhead  and 
Kingstown,  arriving  at  Oughterard  the  following 
day  at  noon. 

Putting  up  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  we  found 
clean  though  unpretentious  accommodation,  nice 
cooking,  and  every  attention  to  our  wants.  Oiu- 
host,  Thos.  Naughton,  had  engaged  two  boats, 
with  man  and  boy  to  each,  so  that  after  a  good 
lunch  we  started  on  the  "  warpath,"  and  after  live 
or  six  minutes'  walk  arrived  at  the  boathouse, 
which  lies  on  the  Owenrifi'  river,  a  short  distance 
from  its  entrance  into  the  lough. 

Unfortunately,  the  weather  had  turned  stormy, 
with  frequent  showers.  Nevertheless,  with  keen 
desire  to  wet  our  lines  we  determined  to  brave  the 
elements,  and  commenced  to  dap  with  the  natural 
fly — namely,  the  daddy-long-legs.  During  the  four 
hours  we  were  out  a  number  of  good  fish  rose  to 
our  flies,  but  not  having  tried  dapping  before  we 
missed  them  often ;  our  bag  that  evening  was 
four  brown  trout,  311b.,  l;lb.,  l.^lb.,  l^lb. 

The  next  day  was  very  wet  and  stormy,  so  that 
it  was  almost  a  blank,  only  one  fish,  2.^1b.,  coming 
to  the  net.  The  third  day  was  better,  eleven  fish 
being  caught,  one  4^1b.,  which  I  had  the  luck  to 
kill,  and  the  rest  from  l.Ub.  to  21b.  Fourth  day  it 
was  blowing  a  hurricane,  but  two  of  us  ventured 
out,  and  were  rewarded  with  five  fish  of  Ijlb.  each, 
while  our  friend  the  professor  wandered  up  a 
mountain  stream,  catching  fifteen  nice  little  burn 
trout  with  the  natural  grasshopper. 

The  following  day  we  devoted  to  running  over 
to  explore  Galway  and  the  Claddagh,  spending  the 
afternoon  at  the  races,  where  the  splendid  sport 
and  the  novel  surroundings  of  an  Irish  racecourse 
atoned  for  the  discomfort  of  the  proverbial  wet 
day  that  they  say  is  inseparable  from  these  cele- 
brations. On  our  return  we  found  that  one  of  our 
gillies  had  been  out  during  the  afternoon,  and  liad 
brought  home  six  fish,  one  4.^1b.  and  the  rest  l.Jlb. 
to  2lb.  each. 

The  remainder  of  the  week  showed  indifferent 
sport,  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather,  only  seven 
fish,  weighing  froml  jlb.  to  21b.  each,  being  landed. 

A  deluge  of  rain  kept  us  in  the  house  all  the 
Sunday,  but  the  prospect  of  a  flood  in  the  river  and 
the  chance  of  a  peal  or  two  next  day  revived  our 
hopes,  so  it  was  arranged  that  we  should  start  at 
daybreak  on  Monday  and  fish  the  falls  above  the 
town.  Accordingly  we  turned  out  at  4  a.m.  in  a 
nasty  drizzle,  and  on  arriving  at  the  pool  below 
found  a  very  heavy  water  coming  down  in  magnifi- 
cent force  over  the  rocks.  According  to  the  custom 
of  the  place,  the  Eed  Fly  was  put  up  and  tried 
unsuccessfully  till  nine  o'clock,  when  we  went  back 
to  breakfast.  The  weather  having  cleared  and  the 
sun  breaking  out  with  tremendous  heat,  on  our 
return  we  found  fishing  intolerable  owing  to  the 
attacks  of  the  midges,  causing  some  unparliamentary 
language  to  be  used.  One  of  us,  finding  that  a  few 
fish  were  trying  to  get  over  the  fall,  went  above 
and  fished  the  different  bends  of  the  river,  but  with 
no  result,  while  the  other  went  below  and  put  up 
one  of  Ogden's  "  Invicta  "  flies.  After  a  few  casts 
he  hooked  a  peal,  which  he  lost  after  a  rush  or 
two.  This  was  the  only  rise  during  the  day,  after 
using  every  bait  we  could  think  of,  and  as  our 
gillie  told  us  only  "  red  "  fish  (those  that  had  been 
in  the  lake  some  considerable  time)  were  running 
and  would  not  take  any  bait,  we  made  tracks  for 
home  with  swollen  and  mottled  faces,  wishing  we 
had  been  on  the  lake  instead.  The  next  two  days 
on  Corrib  resulted  in  seven  fish  from  lilb.  to  21b. 
each,  when  other  engagements  called  us  away  to 
England. 

Altogether  we  were  well  satisfied  with  our 
sport,  since,  imaccustomed  to  the  delicate  method 
of  dapj)ing,  we  lost  many  trout  through  being 
lightly  hooked ;  indeed,  one  of  my  friends,  the 
engineer,  lost  a  very  big  one  after  playing  him 
some  ten  minutes.  When  returning  home  at  dusk 
we  trolled  with  the  Devon  minnow,  and  hooked 
and  lost  several  good  fish,  according  to  the  per- 
versity of  fisherman's  luck  ;  the  engineer  caught 
two  nice  perch,  21b.  each,  on  Geen's  natural 
spinner  one  calm  evening  off  one  of  the  numerous 
islands  that  adorn  the  lake. 

I  must  here  mention  that  it  is  most  importailt 
that  you  should  have  boatiiien  who  know  the  lake 
as  there  are  many  dangerous  reefs  and  Sunken  rocks 
about,  and  would  wish  to  testify  our  'approval  -oi 
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the  care  and  attention  given  to  every  detail  by  the 
Gannons  and  "  Wully  "  Holmes,  who  showed  the 
utmost  anxiety  to  secure  us  sport. 

As  regards  tackle,  a  good  fourteen-foot  rod  of 
split  cane  or  greenheart,  a  light  silk  dajiping  line 
to  splice  on  to  your  reel  line,  some  No.  8  dapping 
Tiooks,  two  or  three  Devon  minnows  (blue  and 
bronze),  a  few  spinning  baits,  and  some  natural 
preserved  minnows  are  requisite.  Artificial  flies 
are  not  of  much  use,  as  the  Green  Drake  or  daddy- 
long-legs  appear  to  be  the  great  attraction. 

In  conclusion,  we  were  all  glad  to  testify  our 
satisfaction  at  having,  in  spite  of  bad  weather, 
such  a  pleasant  time,  and  can  assure  any  angler  of 
getting  a  most  pleasant  reception  if  he  ever  visits 
the  nice  little  town  of  Oughterard. — Yours  faith- 
fully, "  The  Doctok." 


NOTES  FOR  ROACH  ANGLERS. 

{From  the  "  Booh  of  the  Eoach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Gebville  Fennell.) 
{Continued  from  page  192.) 

CHAPTER  Yin.— continued. 
The  following  description  has  been  given  to  me 
by  Mr.  Marriott  of  the  tackle  used  by  him,  and 
which  has  never  been  beaten  when  tried  against 
that  ordinarily  used,  and  although  it  has  been 
glanced  at  before  we  think  may  be  repeated  here 
with  advantage.  The  running  line,  reel,  and  float 
are  similar  to  those  mentioned,  except  that  the 
float  is  made  with  a  larger  top  than  usual,  cut  off 
square,  and  the  line  runs  through  two  very  small 
brass  loops,  whipped  near  the  upper  and  lower 
extremities  of  the  float.  To  prevent  the  line  slip- 
ping a  small  piece  of  india-rubber  is  inserted  in  the 
running  line  with  two  half  hitches,  and  this  india- 
rubber  must  be  thin  and  flexible  enough  to  pass 
through  the  rings  of  the  rod,  but  not  through  the 
small  ring  of  the  float  on  which  it  rests.  A  float 
fitted  in  this  manner  may  be  used  in  water  much 
deeper  than  the  rod.  This  is  One  of  its  recom- 
mendations, but  others  are  the  great  ease  and 
comfort  of  the  style  and  the  facility  of  striking 
quickly  and  sharply  at  the  end  of  a  long  swim. 
When  used  in  water  the  depth  of  which  does  not 
exceed  the  depth  of  the  rod,  a  similar  stop  is  fixed 
on  the  line  about  three  feet  below  the  float,  but 
when  the  water  is  much  deeper  the  lower  stop  is 
placed  at  about  half  the  rod's  length  from  the  hook. 
Everyone  knows  that  in  the  ordinary  way  of  striking 
with  a  fixed  float  at  the  end  of  a  swim,  the  oblique 
direction  in  which  the  float  is  forced  to  travel 

-  causes  considerable  resistance,  and  consequently 
great  disturbance  of  the  water,  while  in  the  travel- 
ling float  we  are  now  describing  the  line  passes 
easily  through  the  wire  loop's  without  altering  the 
position  of  the  float,  however  sharp  the  strike  may 
be.  At  the  bottom  of  the  running  line  is  fixed 
about  three  feet  of  human  hair,  of  about  fifteen  to 
eighteen  hairs  in  thickness ;  this  is  sufficiently 
elastic  to  allow  fish  to  be  struck  so  sharply  as 
would  inevitably  carry  away  any  light  tackle  fitted 

"■  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Below  the  human  hair  is 
about  a  yard  of  strong,  single  horsehair,  doubled  at 
the  lower  part  for  a  few  inches,  where  the  weights 
used  to  sink  the  lines  are  placed.  These  are  of  cast 
lead,  nearly  in  the  shape  of  grains  of  oats.  They 
ai-e  of  two  sizes,  weighing  respectively  fourteen  and 
twenty-eight  grains.  These  shot  are  no  doubt 
excellent,  as  they  make  less  disturbance  than  those 
ordinarily  used  when  the  fish  is  struck,  but  I  have 
never  been  able  to  procure  them  at  any  tackle- 
makers.  The  hook  length  of  fine  cinnamon- 
coloured  horsehair  a  foot  long  comes  of  course 
below  this,  and  carries  one  small  shot  about  four 
inches  above  the  hook. 

The  latter  is  of  a  very  small  size,  No.  13  or  14, 
with  short  shank  and  sneck  or  round  bend.  The 
bait  used  is  a  single  gentle,  hooked  as  lightly  as 
possible  through  the  thick  end,  the  whole  of  the 
shank  and  barb  being  exposed.  Carrion  gentles 
may  be  used,  and  at  times  the  fish  seem  to  prefer 
their  high  flavour  to  those  that  have  been  scoured 
in  bran  or  sand,  the  great  tenderness  of  the 
unscoured  gentles  being  no  impediment  to  this 
method  of  baiting.  The  point  of  the  hook  should 
be  kept  as  sharp  as  possible,  a  fine  flat  watch- 
maker's file  being  a  very  convenient  implement  for 
the  purpose.,  .With  this  tackle  barbel  of  two  or 
three  pounds'  weight  may  easily  be  killed  in  the 
heaviest  -vvater,.  as  it  is  possible  to  get  the  hook 
through  the  to'ugh  leather  of' their  mouths,  a  very 
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diflicult  matter  when  using  single  hair  under  other 
circumstances. 

Punt  fishing  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
Thames,  where  it  is  in  many  parts  a  necessity.  It 
is  either  fish  from  a  punt  or  not  at  all,  most  of  the 
best  waters  being  inaccessible  from  the  banks. 
Many  ridicule  men  for  sitting  in  a  boat  several 
hours  at  a  time  to  catcli  a  few  roach,  dace,  or 
gudgeon,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  with 
every  fondness  for  sport  in  its  more  exciting 
varieties,  age,  physical  infirmity,  or  many  other 
circumstances  may  prevent  this  enjoyment,  leaving 
boat  fishing  the  only  means  of  following  a  favourite 
pursuit. 

The  professional  fishermen  of  the  Thames  are  a 
curious  race.  As  a  rule  they  know  the  water  well 
in  their  own  immediate  neighbourhood,  but  cannot 
be  depended  on  as  guides  away  from  their  homes, 
although  they  will  tell  you  they  know  every  inch 
of  the  water  for  fifty  miles.  They  are  generally 
civil  and  attentive,  but  averse  to  hard  work.  They 
sometimes  undertake  to  provide  tackle  and  bait, 
but  the  former  is  invariably  of  an  inferior  descrip- 
tion, such  as  no  real  roach  fisher  would  tolerate, 
and  the  latter  —  except  in  two  or  three  very 
frequented  stations — conspicuous  by  its  absence. 

The  choice  of  swim  must  be  made  according  to 
the  season  and  state  of  the  water,  and  here  the 
local  knowledge  of  the  puntsman  is  valuable.  The 
punt  being  properly  fixed,  the  next  step  is  to  have 
the  swim  well  raked  over  with  the  gudgeon  rake, 
as  it  clears  the  bottom,  exposes  various  larva;,  and 
in  most  cases  attracts  the  roach  and  dace  wonder- 
fully. Fish  are  very  curious,  and,  although  shy  at 
times,  will  frequently  get  close  to  the  scoops  of  a 
dredging  machine  when  in  full  work.  We  have 
often  watched  a  shoal  of  them  with  their  noses 
near  the  edge  of  the  turbid  water.  At  such  a  time 
they  bite  sharp  and  quick,  knowing  that  if  they  do 
not  seize  the  prey  others  will. 

The  rod  should  now  be  put  together,  reel  fixed, 
running  line  passed  through  the  rings,  and  a  bottom 
line  and  float  selected  suitable  to  the  water,  as 
before  directed  under  the  heading  of  "  Floats."  If 
the-  float  be  too  light  the  hook  will  not  reach  the 
bottom  until  a  great  part  of  the  swim  is  passed 
over  ;  if  too  heavy  it  creates  much  disturbance  and 
is  not  sufficiently  sensitive,  as  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  these  fish  bite  more  boldly  and  sharper 
in  proportion  to  the  depth  and  turbulence  of  the 
water.  A  very  good  rule  is  that  the  hook,  if 
dropped  into  the  water  close  to  the  edge  of  the 
punt,  should  reach  the  bottom  by  the  time  the 
float  has  travelled  about  two  feet. 

The  depth  is  then  taken  carefully,  the  practice 
generally  being  to  have  the  distance  from  the  hook 
to  the  top  of  the  float  exactly  equal  to  the  depth  of 
the  water.  The  line  of  gut  or  hair  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  water  for  some  time 
before  fishing  to  take  off  the  brittleness  inevitable 
with  a  dry  line. 

Some  ground  bait  should  now  be  gently  dropped 
in  three  or  four  feet  in  front,  if  in  shallow  water  ; 
if  in  deeper  water,  close  to  the  pimt ;  and  if  in  a 
very  deep,  heavy  stream,  at  the  back  of  the  punt. 
In  the  first  case,  if  the  ground  bait  were  dropped 
close  the  fish  would  be  frightened  to  approach  it ; 
in  the  last,  it  would  drift  partially  out  of  reach, 
and  part  of  the  swim  would  be  lost. 

The  line  (between  float  and  rod  top)  is  usually 
arranged  about  two  or  three  feet  longer  than  the 
rod,  which  for  this  fishing  seldom  exceeds  ten  feet 
in  length,  so  that  the  swim  will  extend  fifteen  to 
eighteen  feet  from  the  boat,  according  to  the  depth 
of  water.  When  the  Nottingham  tackle  is  used 
the  line  is  sometimes  allowed  to  run  until  the  float 
has  passed  over  ten,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  yards 
of  water.  In  this  manner,  particularly  when  the 
latter  is  very  bright,  the  largest  fish  are  often  taken. 
But  to  get  fish  to  feed  at  that  distance  the  ground 
bait  must  be  of  such  a  weight  and  so  thrown  in 
that  it  sinks  about  whei'e  you  wish  to  catch  your 
•fish.  It  is  little  use  to  attract  fish  close  to  the 
punt  by  means  of  ground  bait  and  then  work  your 
float  tackle  twenty  yards  away. 

The  hook,  when  baited,  should  be  dropped  in 
close  to  the  punt,  and  the  float  allowed  to  travel 
fi-eely,  with  as  little  slack  line  above  it  as  possible, 
the  rod  being  held  nearly  upright  at  the  moment 
the  hook  is  dropped  in  and  gradually  lowered  as 
the  float  swims  forward,  until  at  last  the  rod  is  quite 
horizontal  and  the  float  begins  to  drag  sideways ; 
then  a  sharp  but  not  violent  strike  should  be  made, 
the  float  gently  raised,  and,  the  line  dropped  again 
close'  to  the  boat.    This  is  supposing  no  bite  to 
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occur  during  the  traverse  of  tlio  float ;  should  the 
slightest  indication  be  seen  the  strike  should  bo 
inuiiediate,  but  it  is  always  well  to  strike  as  a 
matter  of  course  at  the  end  of  every  swim. 

Th(!  punt  cannot  be.  kept  too  quiet ;  by  quiet  wo 
do  not  mean  silence  in  words  but  in  actions.  A 
heavy  foot-fall,  a  blow  with  a  rod,  the  movement 
of  a  chair,  or  any  nois(!  of  this  sort  is  instantly 
communicated  to  the  water,  and  may  be  heard  to 
an  immense  distance,  but  talking  alone  does  not 
appear  to  disturb  fish. 

We  have  now  placed  the  angler  fairly  before  the 
enemy,  and  can  only,  in  addition,  wish  him  success. 
{To  he  continued.) 


SALT  WATER  FISHING  AND  A 
TURN  AT  THE  SALMON.* 
{Continued  from  page  100.) 

After  putting  up  our  cattle,  a  pair  of  Highland 
ponies,  with  the  dogcart,  at  a  shei)herd's  shieling 
hard  by,  we  put  our  tackle  together,  and  hastened 
at  once  to  try  our  fortune.  We  found  the  stream 
swollen,  and  were  quickly  assured  of  its  containing 
fish,  for  we  saw  the  fresh-run  salmon  leaping  in 
every  direction.  This,  however,  was  no  agreeable 
sight ;  for  when  salmon  are  in  the  leaping  mood, 
they  are  seldom  disposed  to  take  the  fly.  The 
water  was  also  rather  too  much  discoloured  ;  but 
this  we  remedied  in  some  degree  by  putting  on  a 
brighter  fly.  Donald  selected  for  me  one  out  of  a 
number  which  he  carried  hooked  into  his  bonnet ; 
it  was  rather  large  in  size,  with  a  yellow  body, 
ribbed  with  gilt,  the  wings  of  bright  blue  and 
orange. 

Leaving  Walter,  with  Sandy  in  attendance, 
Donald  and  I  proceeded  a  little  further  down  the 
stream,  to  a  spot  where  we  were  to  find  both  fish 
and  spoi-t,  if  they  were  to  be  had  at  all.  But  the 
spot  deserves  a  description.  There  were  three 
consecutive  falls.  Beneath  each  fall  there  was  a 
pool;  the  uppermost  and  lowest  being- of  grieat 
depth,  the  middle  one  but^shalkrw.      ;•"  "   

Just  as  we  arrived  at  the  first  pool,  two  salmon 
sprang  up  the  fall,  in  "their  upward  course,  having 
already  surmounted  the  two  lower  falls.  One  of 
the  two  failed,  and,  falling  back  again  into  the  pool, 
disappeared  in  the  dark  abyss  into  which  the  roar- 
ing torrent  was  pouring  itself.  I  threw  my  fly 
across  the  boiling  current,  and  at  my  first  cast  a 
broad  tail  flapped  on  the  surface,  and  sullenly  dis- 
appeared. By  Donald's  advice,  I  then  cast  in 
another  direction,  so  as  to  allow  the  fish  I  had  just 
raised  to  recover  himself  ;  then,  after  a  delay  of 
two  or  three  casts,  I  renewed  the  challenge,  and 
before  a  minute  had  elapsed  -I  had  hooked- my 
fish. 

It  had  now  begun  to  rain,  and  that  very  hea\'i]y  ; 
but  I  had  an  exciting  contest  before  me,  and  I 
could  not  shrink  from  it.  At  first  the  fish  rushed, 
as  though  in  amazement  at  the  little  fly  which 
stung  so  sharply,  down  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
pool ;  but  his  enemy  was  not  to  be  shaken  off  so 
easily.  He  then  I  rose,  in  the  very  centre  of  th"- 
boiling  whirlpool  beneath  the  fall,  land  attemj  ted 
to  dash  up  the  fall  itself,  but  fell  back  into  the  i  oo 
again.  Still,  however,  the  fly  stuck  closely  to  Hilll, 
and,  after  pausing  a  moment  in  the  still  water,  he 
made  a  savage  rush  down  the  stream  towards  the 
second  fall. 

"  Ye'U  lose  him  the  noo ;  ye'll  just  be  losing 
him  !  "  cried  Donald,  in  despair  ;  but  there  was  no 
help  for  it ;  I  could  not  resist  more  strenuously,  or 
my  tackle  miist  give  way,  and  therefore  I  was  fain 
to  let  him  go  gradually  down,  trusting  to  the 
chapter  of  accidents  to  save  my  credit.  The  rain 
was  now  coming  down  heavily ;  in  vain  I  had 
drawn  my  plaid  tighter  around  me  ;  I  was  quickly 
wetted  to  the  skin,  and  now  each  drop  seemed  to 
pierce  through  my  clothes,  and  to  make  itself  felt. 
The  rocks,  too,  sloping  upwards  from  the  bed  of 
the  stream,  at  all  times  hard  to  stand  upon,  were 
now  wet  and  slippery,  and  I  found  it  most  difiBcult 
to  keep  my  footing. 

Just  as  the  fish  disappeared  over  the  second  fall, 
and  I  sprang  forward  to  keep  up  the  battle,  my  feet 
slipped  from  under  me ;  I  rolled  over  backwards, 
falling  with  one  shoulder  and  an  arm  in  the  stream, 
and  my  rod  flew  out  of  my  grasp  into  the  river. 

In  an  instant  Donald  came  to  the  rescue,  and 
while  he  recovered  the  rod  I  regained  my  feet ;  and 

*  From  "  Zorays  among  f  altncn  anii  Peer,  by  Jeraes  Coa"  eyi 
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hnving  no  time  to  think  about  bruises  or  the 
additional  wetting,  I  resumed  my  rod,  and  hurried 
forward,  though  somewhat  more  carefully.  There 
was  but  small  hope  that  my  fish  had  not  yet 
escaped,  for  several  yards  of  the  line  had  rim  out 
while  my  rod  was  in  the  stream,  and  it  was  now 
quite  slack.  "When  I  had  scrambled  down  to  the 
foot  of  the  fall,  I  began  to  wind  up  the  line  as  fast 
as  I  could,  but  felt  nothing  of  my  fish.  At  length 
I  had  nearly  taken  in  the  whole  line,  when,  to  my 
amazement  and  ;  delight,  a  sudden  rush  and  the 
consequent  whizzing  of  the  winch  apprised  me  that 
he  was  still  seciure.  And  now  succeeded  a  second 
combat,  more  severe  by  far  than  anything  I  had 
yet  witnessed.  The  plunges  of  the  fish  were  terrific, 
and  his  flights  through  the  air  perfectly  wonderful, 
causing  me  continually  to  tremble  for  my  tackle, 
especially  as  he  seemed  to  be  making  for  the  third 
and  last  fall.  Donald  now  stole  up  to  me,  and,  as 
though  he  were  afraid  of  his  own  voice  at  such  a 
crisis,  in  a  low  tone,  approaching  almost  to  a 
"whisper,  entreated  me  to  hold  him  up  the  stream, 
and  prevent  his  "  ganging  ow're  the  fa'  that  gait  " 
—advice  which  I  would  only  too  gladly  have  fol- 
lowed had  it  rested  with  myself.  But  a  fresh-run 
salmon  is  not  so  easily  guided,  especially  if  he  has 
the  start. 

I  now,  however,  thought  I  saw  symptoms  of  dis- 
tress in  the  fish,  and  began  to  cherish  hopes  of  a 
successful  issue,  when  a  sudden  rush  up  the  stream 
snapped  the  top  of  my  rod  into  two  pieces.  I  heard 
Donald  groan  as  he  said,  "  'Deed,  sir,  but  ye're 
unco  misfortunate  the  day."  However,  in  spite  of 
this  additional  disadvantage,  I  persevered,  and  now 
the  fish  was  evidently  relaxing  his  efforts.  But 
still,  slowly  and  certainly,  he  was  nearing  the  fall, 
and  each  short  struggle  lessened  the  distance. 
Could  I  but  hold  him  up  the  stream  a  few  minutes 
longer  he  would  be  mine ;  but  when  he  was  almost 
exhausted,  and  could  have  held  out  a  very  little 
longer,  I  had  the  mortification  to  see  him,  by  a 
kind  of  tack  in  his  course,  work  his  way  into  the 
middle  of  the  current,  just  at  its  most  rapid  part, 
where  it  narrowed  before  the  cliff,  taking  a  clear 
leap  of  twenty  feet  over  the  clifi"  which  baiTed  its 
passage.  Nothing  I  could  do  could  now  seciu:e 
him.  My  tackle  was  not  stout  enough  to  resist 
the  strength  of  the  cm-rent,  and  there  seemed 
nothing  for  it  but  to  give  up  all  as  lost. 

Just,  however,  at  this  juncture,  Donald's  presence 
of  mind  and  experience  befriended  me.  Springing 
forward,  he  took  his  stand  on  a  rock  projecting 
some  little  way  over  the  fall,  and  coolly  balancing 
himself  in  that  dizzy  position,  put  out  the  landing- 
net,  and  catching  my  fish  in  the  very  act  of  de- 
scending, brought  and  laid  him  in  triumph  at  my 
feet.  And  so  terminated  the  severest  struggle  I 
myself  had  experienced,  and  of  which  even  Donald 
said,  "  I  dinna  mind  a'  graunder  fight."  The  fish 
liad  several  sea-lice  upon  his  head,  thus  proving 
that  he  was  just  fresh  from  the  sea :  his  weight 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  rather  under  fourteen 
pounds. 

After  tendering  my  thanks  to  Donald  for  his 
timely  aid,  I  sat  down  and  watched  him  splice  the 
top  of  my  rod.  The  rain  had  ceased,  and  warm  as 
I  was  from  the  excitement  of  the  struggle  I  did 
not  feel  the  wet  state  of  my  clothes ;  and  indeed 
the  wind,  which  had  sprtmg  up  as  the  rain  ceased, 
soon  blew  me,  comparatively  speaking,  dry  again. 

AVe  continued  the  fishing  for  two  or  three  hours 
longer,  and  returned  home  with  five  salmon  and  a 
sea-trout ;  my  share  of  the  spoil  being  three 
salmon,  weighing  altogether  twenty-six  pounds. 
Walter  took  two  very  good  fish,  weighing  about 
seven  pounds  each,  and  the  sea-trout  of  five  pounds. 
All  the  fish  were  fresh  from  the  sea  ;  one  of  mine 
liad  a  large  slice  taken  out  of  his  shoulder,  having, 
as  Donald  said,  been  bitten  by  a  seal.  He  must, 
therefore,  have  had  a  narrow  escape. 


Mb.  Cecil  Aldin,  who  enjoys  the  reputation  of 
being  invariably  a  "  hard-at-work  man,"  has  during 
the  long  summer  days  been  making  ready  for  an 
exhibition  of  his  original  drawings.  The  collection 
consists  of  upwards  of  fifty  drawings,  including  "  The 
Fallowfield  Hunt,"  various  pictures  depicting  sporting 
subjects,  and  a  series  illustrating  the  canine  world. 
Besides  these  drawings  dealing  with  the  sports,  the 
•  overt,  and  the  field,  there  will  be  included  in  the 
show  several  of  those  original  flights  of  fancy  designed 
by  Mr.  Aldin  for  the  good  entertainment  of  the  little 
ones — namely,  his  illustrations  to  nursery  stories,  and 
his  designn  inr  nursery  wall-papers  and  toys.  The 
private  view  is  fixed  for  Oct.  5  at  the  Woodbury 
Gallery,  37,  Nsw  Bond-street,  London,  W, 


THE  GIANT  COD  OF  THE  CONDAMINE. 


A  PAETY  of  US  were  once  camped  on  the  Condamine 
River,  Queensland,  doing  survey  work,  and  as  our 
daily  menu  of  salt  junk  and  damper  was  becoming 
rather  monotonous  we  decided  to  ask  King  Billy— the 
head  of  a  small  tribe  of  blacks  who  were  camped  near 
us — whether  there  was  anything  to  be  obtained  in  the 
shape  of  fowl  or  fish  in  the  locality. 

There  was  any  amount  of  game  such  as  wallabies, 
kangaroos,  possums,  etc.,  but  we  did  not  care  to  tackle 
the  two  former  animals  as  some  disease  had  taken 
hold  of  them  and  they  were  dying  in  scores  (this 
suited  the  blacks  admirably,  as  they  did  not  require  to 
hunt  for  their  food,  but  simply  had  to  go  out  and  bring 
in  their  supplies),  and  the  latter  animal  after  a  trial 
or  two  was  pronounced  too  highly  flavoured  of  their 
natural  food — that  is,  gum  leaves — to  be  recognised  as 
an  addition  to  our  larder. 

Our  last  resource  was  the  river,  so  on  questioning 
our  noble  neighbour  as  to  the  likelihood  of  there  being 
any  fish  obtainable  he  at  once  informed  us  that 
"Plenty  big  fella  cod-fish  lie  down  longa  big  fella 
water  hole  ;  I  bin  show  you  bi-em-bye  ;  you  bin  bring 
him  fishin'  line,  then  you  catch  him  plenty." 

This  was  good  news  for  us,  so  next  day  being  Sunday 
we  despatched  "  Crumbs  "  (our  handy-man)  post-haste 
to  the  township  to  buy  out  the  stock  of  fishing-tackle 
at  the  general  store,  so  that  we  should  all  have  a -try 
at  Izaak's  gentle  sport  on  the  morrow. 

Fish  yarns  galore  were  the  order  of  things  that 
night,  so  after  moimting  our  strong  tackle  we  turned 
into  our  bunks  early,  to  dream  of  the  fish  we  were  to 
catch  next  day. 

Our  dusky  guide  turned  up  in  good  time  next 
morning,  and  carefully  opening  the  lid  of  his  old 
billy-can,  he  showed  us  the  contents,  about  a  dozen 
large  green  frogs  for  bait. 

After  about  half  an  hour's  walk  through  the  bush, 
we  arrived  at  the  scene  of  our  long  looked  for  onslaught 
on  the  big  "fella"  cod,  and  found  that  the  river  had 
taken  a  sudden  bend,  and  in  the  angle  a  very  deep  hole 
had  been  formed  by  the  current  in  flood-time,  and 
here  lay  Billy's  select  fishing  grounds.  This  gentleman 
vanished  after  being  rewarded  with  a  cake  of  tobacco 
for  his  trouble. 

Lines  were  soon  baited  and  cast  in  and  then  the 
eager  expectancy  of  waiting  for  a  bite  commenced. 
This  soon  wore  off,  however,  as  hour  after  hour  flitted 
by,  and  not  a  touch  at  our  big  froggies.  At  last  the 
excitement  of  cod  fishing  told  on  poor  old  "  Crumbs  " 
and  he  fell  fast  asleep  under  the  shade  of  a  lovely 
silver  wattle  tree,  grasping  the  line  tightly  in  his 
hand. 

Jackson,  the  wag  of  the  camp,  seeing  how  matters 
stood  fastened  his  own  line  to  a  shrub  growing  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  and  then  disappeared  into  the  bush, 
but  returned  again  in  a  few  minutes  carrying  a  small 
bandicoot  which  had  succumbed  to  the  prevailing 
disease,  and  which  we  had  noticed  coming  along  in 
the  morning.  We  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  he 
intended  doing,  but  it  presently  dawned  on  us  that  he 
was  up  to  one  of  his  practical  jokes,  as  we  saw  him 
sneak  along  under  shelter  of  the  bank  to  where 
"Crumbs's"  line  lay.  Carefully  hauling  this  in  he 
detached  the  frog  and  fixed  the  large  hook  firmly  into 
the  bandicoot,  then  casting  the  line  in  again  as  gently 
as  possible  so  as  not  to  awaken  the  owner,  he  waited 
until  the  sluggish  current  had  taken  out  all  the  slack, 
then  crouching  under  the  bank  he  gave  the  line  a 
tremendous  tug  which  pulled  it  out  of  "  Crumbs's  hand 
and  woke  him  up  instantly.  With  true  fisherman's 
instinct  he  grabbed  the  line  again,  and  started  to  haul 
in  for  all  he  was  worth.  We  were  all  preparing  for  a 
general  roar  of  laughter  at  "Crumbs's"  expense  as 
soon  as  his  "  fish  "  appeared  out  of  the  water,  but  we 
were  doomed  to  disappointment  in  this  respect,  for 
suddenly  the  line  tightened  and  cut  through  the  water 
with  that  peculiar  swish  which  fishermen  dearly  love 
to  hear  and  feel  when'they  have  hooked  a  big  'un. 

Crumbs  could  not  stop  his  fish,  and  the  line  was 
burning  through  his  hands,  so,  on  crying  out  for  help, 
Jackson  jumped  out  of  his  hiding  place  and  gave  him 
a  hand  with  the  monster,  which,  after  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour's  hard  work,  they  managed  to  land  safely  ; 
and  a  veritable  monster  it  proved  to  be,  as  it  must 
have  weighed  every  ounce  of  701b.,  judging  by  the  big 
cod  I  have  caught,  ranging  up  to  501b.,  and  this  was 
the  daddy  of  the  lot  of  them.  The  head  alone  was  as 
big  as  a  fair-sized  Gladstone  bag,  and  he  could  easily 
take  a  man's  head  in  his  mouth,  so  it  is  no  wonder 
he  gulped  down  the  big  bait. 

After  congratulating  Crumbs  on  his  catch  we  set  to 
work  to  scale  and  clean  the  fish,  and  found  the 
bandicoot  safely  ensconced  in  his  maw,  but  did  not  tell 
the  catcher  how  it  got  there,  as  we  spared  Jackson  the 
discomfiture  of  letting  Crumbs  know  that  his  success 
was  the  result  of  one  of  our  wag's  practical  jokes, 
which  vei'y  much  missed  fire, 

I  feel  sure  that  none  of  the  others  told  Crumbs 
afterwards  the  true  facts  of  the  case,  and  think  if  the 
old  fellow  ever  sees  this  that  it  will  be  the  first 
intimation  he  received  of  how  he  managed  to  catch 
the  giant  cod  of  the  Condamine.  Cdkgbvoi. 


RULES,  ORDERS,  AND  ORDINANCES.* 

(Concluded  from  page  lfi5.) 

54.  //em.  That  all  Nets,  Engines,  and  Devices  which 
fhall  be  in  the  Poffeffion  of  any  Perfon,  upon  or  near 
adjoining  to  the  faid  River  of  Thames,  or  Waters  of 
Medway,  within  the  Jurifdidion  aforefaid,  or  which 
fhall  be  made  ufe  of  for  taking  or  Catching  of  Fifh,  not 
being  of  legal  Size  or  Mefh,  or  allowed  of  by  the  Orders 
now  made  by  this  Court,  or  by  the  Statutes  now  in 
Force  concerning  the  fame,  fhall  be  deemed  unlawful 
Nets,  Engines,  and  Devices  ;  for  taking  of  Fifh  in  the 
faid  River  or  Waters,  and  as  fuch  may  be  fei/,ed  in  any 
Place,  upon  or  near  adjoining  to  tiie  faid  River  of 
Thames,  or  Waters  of  Medway,  within  the  Jurifdidion 
aforefakl,  by  any  Perfon,  and  carried  before  the  Mayor, 
Recorder,  or  any  Alderman  of  London,  or  any  Juflice  of 
the  Peace  of  the  County,  City,  Divifion,  or  Place  wherein 
the  fame  fhall  be  found  or  feized  ;  and  if  the  fame  on 
Inspedion  or  Examination  by  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder, 
or  any  Alderman,  or  fuch  Juflice,  fhall  be  deemed  an 
unlawful  or  unfizable  Net  or  Nets,  or  unlawful  Engines 
or  Devices  for  taking  of  Fifh,  the  faid  Mayor,  Recorder, 
Alderman  or  Juflice  who  fhall  adjudge  the  fame  to  be 
an  unlawful  or  unfizeable  Net  or  Nets,  or  unlawful 
Engines  or  Devices  for  taking  of  Fifh,  fhall  caufe  the 
fame,  with  all  convenient  Speed,  then  afterwards  lo  be 
cut  to  Pieces,  burnt,  or  otherwife  effec^lually  deflroyed, 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  and  at  fuch  a  Place  as  he  i>r  they 
fhall  think  fit  ;  and  any  Perfon  who  fhall  ufe  or  have  in 
his  Poffeffion  any  fuch  unlawful  Net,  Engine  or  Device, 
fhall  forfeit  and  pay,  from  Time  to  Time,  the  Sum  of 
Forty  Shillings  for  every  fuch  Offence. 

55.  Item,  That  no  Perfon  after  the  faid  fird  Day  of 
November  1785,  (hall  have,  or  occupy,  or  fix  up,  drive 
down,  or  place,  or  caufe  to  be  fixed  up,  drove  down,  or 
placed  in  any  Part  of  the  faid  River  Thames  or  Waters 
of  Medway,  within  the  Jurifdidion  aforefaid,  or  on  any 
Shore  thereof,  any  Wear,  Stank,  Stop,  or  Hatch,  for 
taking  of  Fifli,  or  for  fixing  or  placing  therein  any  Weel, 
Reel,  or  other  Device  to  take  Fifh  in,  or  by  means 
thereof ;  or  fliall  drive,  put  down,  or  place,  or  caufe  to 
be  drove,  put  down  or  placed,  any  Pofts,  Stakes,  or 
other  Things  in  any  Part  of  the  faid  River  of  Thames,  or 
Waters  of  Medivay,  within  the  Jurifdicflion  aforefaid,  or 
on  any  Shore  thereof,  under  Pretence  to  flielter  or  pre- 
ferve  therein  any  Spawn,  young  Brood,  or  Fry  thereof ; 
or  to  prevent  drawing  or  cafling  any  Net  in  any  part  of 
the  faid  River  or  Waters,  within  the  Jarifdi(Slion  afore- 
faid, or  on  any  other  Account,  or  for  any  other  Purpofe, 
unlefs  Leave  in  Writing  (hall  have  been  firfl  obtained  for 
the  doing  thereof,  from  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  London 
for  the  Time  being,  as  Confervator  as  aforefaid,  under 
his  Hand,  and  for  granting  whereof  if  any  Mayor  of  the 
faid  City  fliall  think  proper  at  any  Time,  to  grant  any 
fuch  Leave,  no  Fee,  Reward,  or  Gratuity  fhall  be  paid  or 
taken,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay,  from  Time  to  Time, 
the  Sum  of  Five  Pomids  for  e\  ery  Offence  in  Breach  of 
any  Part  of  this  Order. 

56.  Ileni,  That  after  the  faid  firfl  Day  of  November 
1785,  no  Perfon  (hall  follow  the  Trade  or  Bufmefs  of  a 
Fifherman,  on  the  faid  .River  of  Thames,  or  Waters  of 
Medway,  within  the  Jurifdi^tion  aforefaid,  and  catch 
Fifh  for  fale,  or  to  fell,  unlefs  hath  been,  or  fliall  be 
brought  up  to  the  faid  Bufmefs,  or  fhall  have  ferved  an 
Apprenticef  hip  to  or  with  fome  Perfon  of  the  Trade  or 
Bufiness  of  a  Fifherman,  upon  Pain  to  forfeit  and  pay, 
from  Time  to  Time,  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds  for  every 
Offence  in  Breach  of  any  Part  of  this  Order. 

57.  Item,  That  the  Mayor  of  the  City  o{  London,  or  any 
Juflice  of  the  Peace,  before  whom  any  Offender  fhall  be 
brought,  and  fhall  be  convi(fled  for  Breach  of  any  of 
thefe  Rules,  Orders,  or  Ordinances  hereby  made,  and 
fhall  and  may  from  Time  to  Time,  as  he  fhall  fee  Occa- 
fion,  mitigate  or  remit  any  of  the  Penalties  thereby 
inflicSted,  fo  as  fuch  Mitigation  does  not  extend  to  remit 
above  one  Half  of  the  Penalty  inflicfted  for  any  Offence 
committed,  and  every  fuch  Mitigation  fhall  be  a  fufhcient 
Diftharge  lo  the  Perfon  offending,  for  fo  much  of  the 
Penalty  as  fhall  be  fo  mitigated  or  remitted  ;  and  all 
Penalties  forfeited  fhall  be  recovered  and  go  as  by  the 
faid  A61  of  Parliament  are  dire<fted  :  And  in  cafe  of 
Default  of  paying  the  fame,  or  if  the  fame  cannot  be 
levied  by  Diflrefs  and  Sale  of  the  Offender's  Goods, 
every  Offender  is  to  be  committed  to  Prifon,  as  by  the 
faid  A.€i  is  directed. 

Lhave  perufed  the  above  Rules,  Orders,  and  Ordin- 
ances, and  approve  thereof. 

Mansfield. 

24  October,  1785. 

I  have  perufed  the  foregoing   Rules,  Orders,  and 
Ordinances,  and  do  allow  and  approve  thereof. 

Loughborough. 

22  October  1785. 

•  Reprinted  from  an  old  pamphlet  by  Clark,  Mayor,  dated 
October,  1785,  and  printed  by  Henry  Fenwick,  Snow  Hill,  LondoD. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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FISHING  m  AUSTRALIA,  OR  ANGLING 
ON  THE  MURRAY. 


A  BLAZING  fire  sent  up  tongues  of  flame  in  the 
darkness,  lighting  up  the  white  stems  of  the  tall  gum 
trees,  and  sending  an  occasional  shower  of  sparks  in 
faint  rivalry  to  the  steady  stars  shining  in  a  cloudless 
sky.  A  calm,  still,  dark  night,  not  a  sound  on  either 
side  of  the  river— the  broad,  beautiful  river  which 
makes  the  boundary  line  between  Victoria  and  New 
South  Wales. 

"Say,"  a  voice  broke  the  stillness,  "wish  we  had 
camped  on  the  other  side ;  I'm  not  federated,  and 
these  beastly  mosquitoes  know  a  stranger."    "  Camp 
on  the  other  side,"  replied  a  mocking  voice,  "and  get 
run  in.    A  nice  barrister  you  will  make  ;  don't  know 
the  A'ictorian  law  yet."    "  What  about  it,"  broke  in  a 
third  voice.    "Don't  they  allow  camps?    Afraid  of 
smuggling  perhaps;  but  I  saw  plenty  of  them;  one 
brush-factory  cart  thing,  very  picturesque  don't  you 
know— green  cart,  white  horse,  little  girl  in  red, 
woman  in  blue  blouse,  and  man  in  black,"  finished 
the  second  voice,  as  it  came  into  the  light,  brought 
there  by  its  owner— a  big  giant  whose  shadow,  as  he 
lit  his  pipe,  was  enough  to  frighten  even  the  big  Murray 
cod  if  any  happened  to  be  peeping  out  of  the  river. 
"But  the  Victorian  law,"   he  continued,  "doesn't 
allow  night  lines  or  netting  for  cod.    You  may  fish 
with  a  rod  as  long  as  you  like,  but  as  the  Murray  cod 
is  peculiar  to  the  Murray  and  its  tributaries,"  he 
further  explained,  for  one  of  the  party  was  a  new 
chum,  "  the  Victorians  try  to  protect  it.    It  grows  to 
an  enormous  size,  and  in  fact  is  the  largest  fish  we 
have  in  Australian  waters,  excepting  the  crocodiles  in 
Queensland.    Oh  !  you  may  have  the  crocodiles,  Noel," 
laughed  the  tall  man,  "  net  or  rod,  and  the  mosquitoes 
without  either,  but  there  is  no  occasion  for  you  to 
complain  when  they  are  such  little  beggars.    I  thought 
they  were  as  big  as  birds;  I  was  told  so  in  town." 
"  But  how  about  the  big  cod  they  have  for  sale  in 
Melbourne  ?    Didn't  I  go  down  Swanston-street  to  see 
one  •?    How  can  they  sell  them  if  it  is  not  lawful  ? 
They  are  genuine  cod  I  suppose?"    "Perhaps  they 
catch  them  in  New  South  Wales,  or  pretend  they  do," 
replied  the  giant,  whose  name  was  Jack.  "Night- 
lines  are  illegal  on  the  other  side,"  he  repeated  a  little 
impatiently,  "though  they  are  said  to  be  used  pretty 
often.    It  wouldn't  do  for  us  to  risk  it  for  the  sake  of 
planting  Noel  on  his  native  heath."    "  Oh  bother  !  " 
exclaimed  the  budding  barrister,  "  why  a  great  big  half 
of  the  river  is  dried  up,  and  all  on  the  other  side.  Look 
at  that  great  stretch  of  dry  land  before  the  bank  rises. 
The  Victorian  half  is  dried  up."    "  But  the  Victorian 
fish  are  not,"  answered  big  Jack.    "And,"  supple- 
mented the  new  chum,  "  you  can  admire  Yarrawonga 
by  night  across  the  water." 

"Dustawonga  across  the  dust,"  retorted  Noel,  as  a 
dashing  pair  of  fast  trotters  pounded  their  way  through 
it,  leaving  a  cloud  of  dust  for  yards  behind  them— dust 
as  fine  and  as  white  almost  as  flour  and  which  could  be 
distinctly  seen  in  the  darkness  of  the  night— just  as 
distinctly  seen  as  the  clatter  of  their  hoofs  could  be 
heard  tapping  on  the  wooden  bridge  when  they  had 
finished  with  the  dust, 

Noel,  the  discontented,  .  rose  in  the  darkness, 
leaving  his  couch  of  gum-leaves  to  the  mosquitoes' 
his  beauty  enhanced  by  several  smudges  on  various 
parts  of  his  countenance— the  result  of  sundry  slaps 
at  himself  in  the  dark.  The  smudges  were  not  visible, 
but  the  beauty  was,  as  he  lit  his  pipe  in  true  camp 
fashion  by  a  piece  of  burning  wood  from  the  fire. 
Noel  Hastings  was  one  of  the  handsomest  men  in 
Melbourne,  as  Jack  Hamilton  was  one  of  the  biggest, 
while  the  other  man,  with  his  simple,  gentle  ways,  his 
well-drilled,  healthy-looking  body  and  high-bred 
^atures,  was,  perhaps,  better  '  favoured  than  either. 
But  looks  don't  catch  fish— not  the  kind  of  fish  they 
bad  come  from  Melbourne  to  catch— and  camping  out 
for  a  few  days'  fishing  at  Easter  had  been  their 
mtention,  but  an  unforeseen  delay  had  cut  their 
holiday  to  a  day  and  a  night.  The  day  had  been 
spent  poking  around  and  pitching  a  tent,  etc. 

':Are  you  going  to  start  reading?"  asked  Leo,  of 
Noel ;  "  the  boat  will  b^  here  soon."  "  No,"  answered 
Noel ;  "  I'm  not  going  to  read.  That  bally  book  you 
lent  me  tells  about  a  man's  heir  turning  up  with  a 
beard— a  slovenly  Australian  habit— when  every  man 
m  Melbourne  is  going  about  with  a  face  like  an  old 
scrubbmg-brush,  in  order  to  be  like  the  Duke  of  York 
when  he  comes.  No,  I'm  going  to  study  Australian 
plam  cookery— here  we  are,  Murray  cod,  boiled  Murray 
cod,  baked  Murray  cod's  head  and  shoulders,  mush- 
rooms—ah yes  !  page  forty-four  first. 

All  is  silent  for  a  time,  until  a  man  arrives  with  a 
flat-bottomed  boat.  He  stepped  out  of  it  with  a 
square  perforated  tin  in  one  hand  and  a  newspaper 
parcel  in  the  other.  Kneeling  down,  he  undid  the 
P^-Psr.  and  taking  out  a  large  bone  tied  it  securely  to 
the  bottom  of  the  tin  by  pulling  a  piece  of  cord 
through  the  holes.  Then  they  all  went  down  to  the 
edge  of  the  water  and  the  can  was  lowered  by  the  side 
of  a  large  log,  where  it  was  left  for  five  minutes. 

"Have  you  been  hereabouts  long?"  asked  Jack  of 


the  man.  "About  twenty  years,"  was  the  reply. 
"  Now,  honestly,  what  was  the  weight  of  the  largest 
cod  you  ever  caught  ?  "  "  The  heaviest  I  ever  saw 
weighed  1271b.,  the  heaviest  I  ever  caught  weighed 

He  drew  up  the  shrimp  tin.  As  he  spoke  the  little 
captives  could  be  heard  banging  about  on  the  sides  of 
the  tin  as  the  water  poured  through  the  holes,  leaving 
them  high  and  dry.  They  were  caught  one  by  one, 
their  little  claws  pinching  their  big  enemy  occasion- 
ally, and  all  their  little  eyes  glaring  fiercely.  They 
were  dropped  into  a  black  leather  bag,  where  a  few 
frogs  already  reposed,  together  with  some  rather  stale 
earth  worms,  for  colonial  fish  have  not  always  colonial 
tastes  ;  they  prefer  their  meat  well  hung  and  gamy, 
whereas  colonials  must  have  their  meat  distinctly 
fresh  and  "cooked  to  death,"  as  cooks  say. 

With  many  directions  our  three  fishermen  got  into 
the  boat.  "  Be  careful  of  snags.  Keep  on  the  New 
South  Wales  side.  Mind  the  sand-banks.  Go  slowly, 
for  the  river  is  very  low.  Don't  go  too  far,  and  don't 
get  amongst  the  fallen  trees  where  the  flood  broke 
through  in  '74. 

They  were  to  row  until  they  came  to  a  paddle 
steamer,  which  had  been  there  all  the  summer  wait- 
ing for  the  river  to  rise.  Then  they  were  to  cross 
over  to  the  right.  Immediately  opposite  the  paddle 
boat  they  would  find  splendid  fishing  in  a  deep  hole  ; 
but,  alas  !  they  found  the  boat  on  the  right,  and  were 
informed  she  was  just  moved  over  at  dusk,  and  was 
actually  moored  in  the  big  hole  amongst  the  fish. 
But  the  one  man  in  charge  had  just  arrived,  and 
didn't  know  anything  about  the  fishing.  His  mate 
had  gone  into  the  township  immediately  on  his  arrival 
and  had  forgotten  to  come  back  to  the  Em.  They 
pulled  a  few  strokes  and  found  themselves  on  a  sand- 
bank. They  got  ofi,  and  soon  found  themselves  aground 
again.  Then  they  found  it  was  sand-bank  everywhere  ; 
but  as  there  was  just  enough  water  to  float  the  boat, 
and  no  snags  visible,  they  let  her  float  with  the  tide, 
feeling  quite  safe,  as  it  was  lighter  than  it  had  been^ 
and  of  course  it  is  always  lighter  on  the  river  than 
under  dark,  tall  trees.  They  passed  some  very  large 
trees  lying  half  out  of  the  water,  then  suddenly  found 
themselves  in  a  forest  of  trees,  half  in  and  half  out,  some 
with  trunks  submerged  and  branches  showing  like 
hundreds  of  horns  piled  up  in  masses,  hard  and  dry, 
and  others  with  only  the  trunks  showing,  and  then 
again  stumps  with  a  little  sand  around  them.  There 
they  were,  hedged  in  by  a  circle  of  very  formidable 
snags.  They  could  not  get  over  or  under,  and  our 
bold  fishermen  could  not  say  where  they  got  in,  it 
was  all  so  much  alike— little  openings  and  big  dead 
trees.  With  an  oar  they  tried  the  little  spaces  one 
after  another,  but  in  each  there  were  branches  just 
under  the  surface. 

At  last  they  selected  one  as  being  the  one  they  came 
in  by.  One  quiet  pull,  the  boat  darted  forward,  then 
settled  down  snugly,  like  a  bird  going  to  roost  for  the 
night,  while  Noel  sang  softly  "  Rock-a-bve,  baby,  on 
the  tree  top."  They  had  simply  driven  her  into  the 
branches  of  a  very  big  tree,  one  of  the  largest  victims 
of  the  '74  flood. 

In  vain  they  tugged  and  pulled,  in  vain  they  pushed, 
with  their  arms  high  above  their  heads  and  their  feet 
firmly  planted  on  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  each  one  in 
immediate  danger  of  tumbling  on  his  nose  should  his 
feet  slip  or  the  branch  give.  But  not  much  fear  of 
the  latter.  The  tree,  that  had  been  wholly  submerged 
for  months  every  year  for  nearly  thirty  years,  was 
made  of  tougher  stuff;  in  fact,  it  was  of  the  same 
wood  which  is  now  used  to  pave  the  roadways  ,of 
Melbourne,  which  can  stand  much  heavy  traffic  and 
show  very  little  wear.  In  vain  did.  Jack  move  his 
heavy  weight ;  she  merely  rocked  as  he  changed  from 
bow  to  stern  and  from  stern  to  bow.  At  last  he  got 
out  altogether,  and  swinging  from  limb  to  limb  on  the 
tree  like  a  possum  he  reached  the  trunk  and  stood 
there,  while  Noel  tried  again.  Relieved  of  her  heavy 
weight  the  boat  became  more  manageable,  and  "  turned 
her  round  "  to  Noel's  efforts,  but  when  he  desisted  she 
just  swung  around  as  on  a  pivot.  Losing  his  patience 
when  he  thought  of  his  baked  cod's  head  and  shoulders, 
he  called  to  Jack,  asking  if  he  were  posing  for  Giant 
Despair,  for  his  big  figure  as  he  stood  looking  down  at 
the  water  had  a  very  suggestive  and  gloomy  appear- 
ance. He  roused  himself,  and  hailed  some  men  on 
the  bank  who  were  just  leaving  their  camp  in  a  boat, 
and  who,  after  half  an  hour's  vigorous  pushing  and 
pulling  at  the  cradle  on  the  tree  top,  sat  down  to 
think  and  rest.  Then  one  put  forth  a  brawny  arm, 
the  top  half  of  which  had  since  St.  Patrick's  Day  been 
clad  in  a  green  and  white  shirt.  He  gently  tugged  a 
chain  which  was  hanging  over  the  bows,  and,  lo  1  she 
gave  a  graceful  little  bend  and  over  she  went  into  the 
main  stream,  as  gently  and  as  naturally  as  if  there 
had  not  been  any  difficulty  about  the  matter. 

Their  new  friends  directed  them  to  a  good  place, 
and  happy  were  our  fishermen  and  busy  men  for  the 
next  few  hours— silver  bream,  big  perch,  Murray  cod, 
and  as  it  grew  later  fish  galore,  but  not  one  over  three 
pounds,  to  Noel's  disappointment.  He  was  still 
dreaming  of  head  and  shoulders  baked.  But  a  happy 
man  he  was  as  he  and  his  friends  came  over  the  bridge 


in  the  early  morning  and  reported  their  fish,  and 
quite  willing  to  pay  duty,  though  he  knew  some  of 
them  were  Victorians;  but  the  sleepv  watchman 
informed  them  there  was  no  duty  on  freshwater  fish 
and  off  they  went  to  the  train,  and  the  wheels  said  all 
the  way  home— "  Murray  cod  baked  "-"  Murray  cod 
boiled   — "  Murray  cod's  head  and  .shoulders  I  " 

K.NO. 


ANGLING 
By  a 


ANECDOTKS. 

Lady, 


I  DO  not  remember  the  time  when  I  was  not  an 
ardent  angler.    As  a  little  thing  of  four  I  used  to  fish 
for  bait  for  the  more  advanced  fishermen.    I  well 
remember  the  pride  I  felt  in  my  first  rod,  a  sixpenny 
one  from  the  local  toy  shop.    A  pennyworth  of  hooks 
and  a  reel  of  green  carpet  thread  completed  my  outfit. 
The  next  thing  was,  How  on  earth  was  I  to  fix  the  reei 
on  to  the  rod  so  that  it  would  work  properly  ?  This 
puzzled  me  greatly,  until  happening  upon  an  ingenious 
member  of  my  family,  who,  as  good  luck  would  have 
it,  was  also  in  a  good  mood,  I  got  him  to  fix  things  up 
for  me.    So,  armed  with  the  above  and  a  small  box  of 
paste,  I  started  off  to  the  Windrush,  which  was  my 
first  happy  hunting  ground.   That  afternoon  I  managed 
to  catch  a  few  minnows  and  also  miss  many  more,  so  my 
cup  of  happiness  was  full,  and  from  that  day  to  this  I 
have  never  missed  an  opportunity  of  fishing.  The 
first  time  I  tried  to  catch  anything  bigger  than  a 
minnow  stands  out  clearly  in  my  memory.    I  could 
not  have  been  more  than  six  at  the  time.     I  was 
staying  at  Hythe.    There  is  a  canal  there,  or  used  to  be 
No  sooner  did  I  see  this  than  I  was  filled  with  a 
burning  desire  to  try  my  luck  in  it.    I  had  not  got 
my  sixpenny  rod  with  me,  and  as  I  was  very  short  of 
cash  (a  chronic  state  with  me  in  those  days)  I  had  to 
content  myself  with  a  stick  from  the  hedge.    With  a 
piece  of  string  attached  to  the  top  of  the  stick,  a  bent 
pm  fixed  on  to  the  end  of  dangling  string,  and  the 
inevitable  lump  of  paste,  I  was  ready  to  commence 
operations.    My  mother  went  with  me.    When  we 
reached  the  water-side  she  made  me  highly  indignant 
by  insisting  on  holding  the  back  of  my  skirt  in  case  I 
might  fall  in.    This  caused  me  to  miss  my  only  fish, 
a  dace,  for  just  as  I  was  carefully  hauling  him  up  the 
bank  my  mother,  in  her  alarm,  gave  a  sudden  tug  to 
iny  gown  which  jerked  the  dace  off  the  pin.    A  short 
time  after  this  I  had  a  truly  glorious  experience.  I 
went  to  stay  with  an  uncle  on  the  borders  of  Kent 
who  had  in  his  grounds  three  ponds  which  were  simply 
crammed  with  carp  and  tench.    On  asking  my  uncle's 
permission  to  fish  he  willingly  assented,  as  he  was 
under  the  delusion  that  I  was  much  too  small  and  inex- 
perienced (as  I  lived  in  London)  to  catch  anything.  I 
got  my  uncle's  bailiff,  who  happened  to  be  going  into 
the  neighbouring  town,  to  get  me  a  few  hooks.  The 
next  morning  I  took  up  my  place  by  the  side  of  the 
largest  of  the  three  ponds.    Never  shall  I  forget  the 
sport  I  had,  and  never  shall  I  forget  the  expression  of 
my  uncle's  face  when  he  came  across  me  during  his 
morning  stroll.    He  found  me  trembling  with  excite- 
ment, taking  carp  and  tench  out  of  that  pond  by  the 
hair  of  their  heads,  so  to  speak,  almost  as  fast  as 
I  could  get  the  bait  into  the  water.    I  do  not 
think  on  that  morning  I  landed  one  fish  under 
one  pound  and  a  half,  and  most  were  considerably 
over  that  in  weight.    I  remember  one  huge  carp 
which    I    hooked    and    threw    out  half-a-dozen 
feet  or  so  on  to  the  bank  ;  it  dropped  off  the  hook  as  1 
threw  it  out,  and,  like  a  sensible  fellow,  he  began  the 
return  journey  to  the  water  at  once.    It  was  so  large 
that  I  was  too  scared  to  do  much  in  the  way  of  stopping 
its  progress  ;  it  seemed  to  my  heated  imagination  that 
he  looked  at  me  and  winked  with  his  left  eye  as  he 
flopped  back  into  the  water  with  a  mighty  splash  !  A 
wheelbarrow  had  to  be  brought  to  carry  away  my  spoil 
of  the  morning.    My  uncle  never  allowed  ine  to  fish 
again.      Since  those  days  I  have  had  much  fishing, 
chiefly  with  a  "  chuck  it  and  chance  it  "  fly  for  trout 
in  Welsh  rivers.    My  fancy  is  always  to  fish  with  a 
single  fly,  generally  a  Blue  Dun,  on  the  finest  of  gut 
casts.    I  cannot  be  too  thankful  to  Providence  for 
having  provided  me  with  a  taste  for  the  gentle  art. 
What  can  be  more  delightful  than  taking  your  favourite 
trout  rod  (mine  is  a  ten-foot  split  cane)  on  a  beautiful 
spring  morning  and  wandering  along  by  the  side  of  a 
romantic  Welsh  stream?  casting  in  all  the  likely 
places,  but  you  must  keep  well  out  of  sight,  for  if  you 
are  not  very  careful  on  these  small  Welsh  waters  your 
creel  will  remain  empty.    Then  on  a  winter's  evening, 
what  joy  it  is  to  look  through  your  fly  book  and  tackle 
case,  making  plans  for  the  next  season's  campaign, 
and  going  over  again  in  your  mind  all  the  triumphs 
you  ever  had.    Somehow  you  manage  to  forget  all  the 
disheartening  days— the  days  when  you  go  out  in  high 
hope,  the  wind  is  perfect,  it  is  not  too  hot  nor  yet  too 
cold,  the  water  is  just  the  right  height  and  colour,  but 
never  a  rise  do  you  get ;  you  go  home  a  dejected  mortal 
declaring  there  cannot  be  a  fish  in  the  river.  How- 
ever, the  next  morning  you  are  as  eager  to  be  off  and 
fish  in  the  very  same  water  as  ever.    "  Hope  springs 
eternal  in  the  angler's  breast  I  "  F  L  E 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  tnotning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  liud  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  |55  min.  for  Kew. 

W   ,,     ,,  Putney.  ahhJ''^   >.     .>  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50    „     ,,   Barnes.  (85    ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

K.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  Lonbon  Bridgb. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  2ii                            1.28    1.48 

Sunday,  ,,     29                            2.  9    2.29 

Monday,  ,,     30                            2.50    3.11 

Tuesday,  Oct.    1                            3.32    3.53 

Wednesday,  ,,      2                            4.16    4.38 

Thursday,  ,,'     3                          5.  1    5.24 

Friday,  ,,      4                            5.49    ti.l5 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genehal  Remaeks.  —  The  Thames  is 
now  brighter  than  it  has  been  this  summer,  and  it 
will  take  quite  a  week's  rain  to  give  it  a  good  colour. 
Fortunately  the  weeds  are  beginning  to  rot  away,  and 
when  spinning  the  tiight  can  easily  be  torn  away  from 
them  when  it  gets  hung  up.  Roach,  as  a  rule,  have 
fed  badly,  despite  a  better  stream,  and  they  have 
only  been  caught  as  a  rule  late  in  the  evening. 
Mr.  Charles  Littlewood,  at  Shepperton  backwater, 
on  Monday  (Sept.  23),  however,  had  seven  dozen  roach, 
but  none  over  half  a  pound.  A  very  fine  perch  has 
been  caught  at  Surbiton  sewer  by  Mr.  Jeal,  the  fisher- 
man ;  it  weighed  3Jlb.,  and  has  been  sent  for  preserva- 
tion. This  is  the  best  Thames  perch  which  has  been 
taken  for  a  long  time.  At  Sunbury  an  angler  at  the 
JIagpie  Hotel  has  landed  a  91b.  barbel.  The  fish 
was  hooked  when  roach  fishing,  and  although  the 
angler  broke  his  rod  the  fish  was  after  a  long 
tussle  safely  landed.  Mr.  M.  Gunn  and  Mr. 
Bellini  have  had  some  good  takes  of  roach  in 
well  baited  swims  at  Hampton  Court.  At  Kings- 
ton, near  the  half-mile  tree,  and  below  the  Crowlock 
Island,  several  pike  have  been  had  up  to  6^1b.,  Mr.  D. 
Hayer  getting  seven  fish  in  an  afternoon's  fishing. 
The  Kingston  Piscatorials  perch  competition  was  won 
by  Mr.  B.  Pope. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Richmond). — The  recent  rains  have  woke 

up  the  fishing  a  little.  Mr.  Cyril  Graves  and  Mr. 
Grove  Powell,  out  with  Mr.  H.  Blight,  one  of  the 
King's  watermen,  had  five  and  a  half  dozen  roach  and 
dace.  On  another  day  Mr.  C.  Graves,  out  with  the 
same  fisherman,  caught  thirteen  dozen  dace  and  chub 
fishing  with  the  fly  ;  another  day,  three  dozen  with 
fly ;  another  day,  three  dozen  and  nine.  Most  of  the 
above  were  returned  again  to  the  river.  The  other 
puntsmen  having  takes  with  their  patrons  are  Messrs. 
Mansell,  jun.,  about  121b.  one  day,  and  F.  Brain,  jun. 
— Gaynok  and  Son. 

 (Teddington  Weir).  —  During  the  week, 

although  the  water  is  bright,  I  have  had  very  fine 
sport  with  the  barbel,  roach,  and  dace.  The 
following  are  daily  catches : — Mr.  A.  Hemmingway 
and  Mr.  Greaves,  nine  dozen  roach  and  dace  and  three 
barbel  (returned) ;  Mr.  George  Edwards,  seven  barbel, 
1  jack  31b.,  and  eight  dozen  roach  and  dace  (re- 
turned) ;  Mr.  Walker  and  friends,  twenty  barbel, 
1  jack  3^1b.,  and  few  roach  (returned  all  but  six)  ; 
Mr.  Paget  and  son,  thirty-eight  barbel  (returned 
nothing  over  3f  lb.),  one  jack,  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Curtis 
and  Mr.  G.  Blanchard,  returned  seven  barbel  and 
three  dozen  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Maitland  and 
Dr.  Ledlie,  twenty-four  barbel,  largest  41b.  (all 
returned).  You  cannot  make  a  certainty  of  getting 
the  swim,  owing  to  the  weir  being  drawn  one  day  and 
shut  the  next ;  that  is  why  I  have  not  written  to 
customers. — Waltee  McBeide. 

Ancholme  District. — We  are  now  having  the 
loveliest  weather  possible,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be 
at  the  water  side,  even  if  nothing  is  taken  ;  but  the 
sport  on  the  river  continues  good.  An  increasing 
number  of  pike  are  being  taken,  and  bream  up  to  31b. 
or  41b.,  as  well  as  roach  up  to  lib.,  fall  to  the  rods  of 
most  anglers.  Tench  have  showed  up  well,  ynd  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Commissioners  to  stock  further 
with  this  much  appreciated  fish.  Trout-fishing  ends 
on  the  30th,  but  the  time  might  well  be  extended  a 
little  now,  and  no  fishing  allowed  for  this  fish  until 
April. — Tho-mas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — Since  last 
report  the  weed-cutter  has  paid  another  visit  for  the 
last  time  this  season.  In  a  few  days,  with  cut  weeds 
gone  and  the  fish  got  more  settled,  heavy  bags  of 
roach  are  anticipated.  During  the  week  sport  has 
been  slow,  but  here  and  there  the  numerous 
anglers  on  this  free -water  have  had  fish.  The  perch, 
with  worm,  has  been  had  in  good  numbers  up  to 
|lb.  each.     Several  small  pike  have  been  secured. 


Club  anglers  return  all  pike  under  eighteen  inches. 
Lock  keeper  keeps  a  stock  of  baits  in  hand  for  this 
water.— John  O.  Geoege,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  fresh  water 
that  came  down  on  Monday  from  the  moor  has  much 
improved  fishing,  and  those  who  have  been  out  have 
obtained  fair  sport.  On  Friday  (Sept.  20),  fishing  in 
the  Hems,  Mr.  Garrow  Green  landed  eleven  trout,  one 
of  which  measured  thirteen  inches.  Mr.  Thomas,  of 
Staverton,  on  Monday  (Sept.  23),  captured  three  very 
fine  fish,  and  Mr.  H.  T.'  Distin  had  a  basket  of  one 
dozen,  several  of  which  were  in  good  condition.  Mr. 
H.  Full  also  landed  five.  On  the  Harbourue  Mr.  E. 
Distin  caught  twelve,  and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  thirteen,  and 
several  very  fine  fish  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Wilkes, 
of  Beauleigh.  Good  fishing  with  peel  is  anticipated. 
— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.) — The  river  still  keeps 
low  and  clear  and  fishing  is  in  abeyance.  Have  been  out 
the  whole  of  this  afternoon  (Sept.  23)  piking  down  by 
Kirkham  Abbey,  but  no  success  whatever.  A  good 
heavy  rainfall  much  needed. — H. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Only  moderate  success  has  le- 
warded  the  efforts  of  anglers  who  have  plied  the  rod 
on  this  river  during  the  week,  and  the  continued 
absence  of  a  good  spate  precludes  the  possibility 
of  the  prospects  being  improved  as  yet.  Several 
fish  are  reported  to  have  been  captured  in 
the  tideway,  where  they  are  confined  in  oon- 
sec^uence  of  the  absence  of  sufficient  water  in  the 
weir.  Sea  angling  continues  brisk,  the  takes  of 
mixed  fish  from  the  quay  averaging  several  score  daily, 
whilst  in  the  offing,  whiting,  haddock,  gurnet,  etc., 
have  been  secured  in  remunerative  numbers.-  J.  Jack- 
son. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  condition  of  the 
river  has  improved  since  my  last  report,  thanks  to 
several  rain  showers,  but  the  rainfall  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  properly  clear  the  weeds  and  bottom  so 
effectually  as  could  be  desired.  Some  roach  and  perch, 
the  latter  of  small  size,  have  been  caught  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  city.  In  the  canal,  fishing 
at  the  places  where  the  fish  escaped  the  sewerage 
poison,  some  good  catches  of  perch  and  roach  ha\'e  been 
made,  more  particularly  the  former,  at  Countess  Weir 
Lime  Kilns,  near  Topsham,  and  at  Turf,  the  best  lures 
being  minnows,  worms,  and  whitebait,  and  Mr.  T.  B. 
Dixon,  the  hotel  proprietor  there,  is  ready  to  give 
every  assistance  by  information  and  has  practical 
knowledge.  Last  week  two  perch  were  captured 
weighing  just  21b.  each,  and  were  a  handsome  brace. 
I  caught  one  with  a  live  minnow,  and  the  other  was 
taken  with  worm.  Whitebait  are  procurable  from 
May  to  October  inclusive,  and  can  when  plentiful  be 
secured  from  Mr.  Dixon  for  the  perch  and  big  eels, 
and  are  of  great  service. — Red  Palmee. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Combs.) 
The  showers  we  have  had  during  the  last  fortnight 
have  put  a  little  more  freshness  into  the  waters  of  this 
district.  The  drains  are  still  very  low  and  some  of 
those  popularly  resorted  to  have  been  troubled  by  the 
influx  of  sea  water.  This  has  been  against  sport  in  the 
Wisbech  district.  Nothing  but  a  good  drenching  rain  will 
restore  the  fishing  to  its  ordinary  level.  Drains  prin- 
cipally affected  are  stated  to  be  those  running  to 
Outwell  Sluice.  Fishing  continues  to  be  pretty  good 
on  the  Welland,  and  some  good  baskets  have  come  to 
subscribers  at  Deeping.  The  Forty-foot  has  also  been 
yielding,  Billingborough  anglers  getting  roach  up  to 
about  201b. — Limpet. 

Grove  Ferry  (Stour,  Kent). — The  heavy  rains  of 
previous  week  did  not  add  the  desired  colour  to  upper 
reaches  at  Sturry  as  anticipated.  Sharp  frosts  to  clear 
the  weeds  and  push  of  water  badly  wanted.  A  few 
good  roach  taken  during  the  week  at  Pluck's  Gutter, 
but  fish  have  not  been  feeding  well.  Mr.  Nayler 
(Oglanders)  on  Sept.  22,  about  five  pound  of  roach. 
Several  small  jack  taken,  heaviest  only  71b. — K. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  —  Angling  below 
Retford,  on  the  river  Idle,  has  not  been  very  brisk. 
Rain  is  badly  wanted  though  they  have  had  more  rain 
during  last  week  than  previously.  On  the  fine  days, 
dace  are  giving  some  dainty  sport ;  they  are  even 
attractive  to  trout  fishers  now  their  own  sport  is 
at  rest.  One  or  two  anglers  have  been  trying 
experiments  with  the  pike,  but  so  far  they  are  not 
very  successful.  A  few  pike  have  been  secured  on  the 
Laneham  waters,  some  fish  from  there  running  up  to 
about  71b.  Tides  there  have  been  Tery  heavy  and 
stirred  up  the  roach  swims,  otherwise  that  district  has 
yielded  little  success.  Chub  and  barbel  have  been 
taken  on  the  river  nearer  to  Newark.  Some  good 
sport  has  also  been  h"ad  nearer  Appleby  Bridge.  About 
the  engine-house  on  the  coal  dyke,  anglers  have  had 
takes  up  to  201b. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills). — In  consequence  of  the 
millers  repairing  mill  at  Mildenhall,  the  water  has 
been  run  off  from  the  river,  so  that  there  is  scarcely 
enough  left  to  cover  the  fish  ;  this  is  from  Barton 
Mills  Bridge  to  Worlington.  Above  the  lock  there  is 
good  water,  and  some  good  lots  of  fish  are  being 
taken.  A  tench  of  over  41b.  was  caught  near  Hen- 
grave  in  the  Lark  stream.  Some  very  fine  dace  have 
been  taken  at  Icklingham  with  the  dry  fly.  Weather 


beautiful,  and  looks  like  lasting.  The  country  by  ' 
riverside  very  beautiful  indeed. — Raven. 

Lea. — There  is  little  in  the  way  of  sport  to  report 
from  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries,  the  water  being  so 
clear  and  weedy.  Roach  of  good  class  have  been 
caught  at  times,  principally  in  the  evening,  but  no 
good  baskets  are  reported.  Some  nice  dace  have  been 
taken  at  Hertford  and  Ware,  but  fly  fishermen  have 
not  done  so  well  with  these  fish  this  past  week.  A 
few  roach  have  been  caught  at  Angel  Uoad,  but  at 
Ponders  End  sijort  has  been  very  quiet.  In  the 
Waltham  district  some  nice  pike  have  been  brought 
to  the  gaft'.  One  taken  in  the  backwater  of  the  King's 
Arms  scaled  111b.  Roach  have  been  feeding  a  little 
here  occasionally.  These  fish  should  feed  well  in 
both  Lea  and  Stort  following  a  good  run  of  land- 
water.  Trout-fishing  closes  to-day  (Saturday)  on  the 
Lea. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).  —  Sport  fair  amongst 
roach  and  dace,  but  no  very  large  catches  at  ^jresent. 
There  are  swarms  of  fish,  but  the  water  is  very  bright 
We  want  some  rain,  and  then  there  is  every  prospect 
of  good  sport,  as  there  are  plenty  of  swims  cut  that 
can  be  got  at  with  boat.  Every  accommodation  can 
be  had — boats,   baits,  etc.  — at   the  Ram  Hotel. 

I.  ROLPH. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — The  unsettled  weather  of  the 
last  week  has  driven  the  fish  to  a  great  extent  off  the 
feed,  the  water  on  some  of  the  days  being  very  rough. 
The  best  take  during  the  week  was  231b.  of  roach. 
The  bream  are  still  very  plentiful  and  feeding  fairly 
well.— P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  rain  of  last  week  refreshed  the  river 
but  did  not  make  any  difference  to  its  level,  and  the 
weather  having  turned  fine  with  cold  nights  there  is 
no  prospect  of  rain  at  present.  A  good  flush  of  water 
would  certainly  do  good.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
better  since  last  week,  and  have  been  taking  fly  well  ; 
a  good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  nice-sized 
grayling  landed.  Trout  fishing  closes  at  the  end  of 
this  month,  but  sport  with  trout  has  been  very  quiet 
for  some  time.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  with 
gray  ling.  —  G  w  ynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland). - 
No  alteration  in  state  of  rivers — still  particularly  low 
and  clear — yet  grayling  are  rising  freely.  The 
weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  unsettled, 
and  mostly  dull,  with  some  rain.  All  the  autumn 
flies  are  now  out,  best  have  been  Whirling,  Mid 
Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Red  Tag  and  tlreen 
Insects.  Not  much  doing  with  bottom  and  mid-water 
baits.  Prospects  for  coming  week  are  good,  yet  a  few 
inches  more  water  would  be  very  desirable.  Glass  low, 
wind  S.E.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Notwithstanding  that  the 
days  shorten,  they  still  keep  very  fine,  but  little  rain 
has  fallen  for  the  past  week,  We  cannot  get  rid  of 
the  weeds,  which  is  necessary  before  any  pike  fishing 
can  be  done ;  as  yet  only  a  few  small  ones  have  been 
taken,  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  A  Mr.  Meredith,  visiting  at 
Oundle,  caught  a  very  fine  tench,  weighing  41b.,  near 
the  Perio  Mills.  — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— The  river  is  now  in 
first  class  condition  here,  and  some  very  good  takes 
have  been  had  during  the  week,  perch  in  particular 
having  been  right  on.  Messrs.  J.  and  F.  Isaacs  have 
had  some  very  busy  turns  the  last  few  days,  time 
after  time  getting  two  fish  on  at  once.  The  river 
here  seems  alive  with  decent  perch ;  although  their 
best  fish  only  went  l^lb. ;  they  had  a  great  quantity  of 
them.  Mr.  Milsom  of  Cambridge,  and  a  friend  took 
some  very  good  roach  up  to  Iflb.,  about  twenty  pounds 
of  them  between  them,  with  wheat.  The  weeds  are 
rotting  beautifully  now  and  paternostering  is  quite  safe. 
Rudd  have  also  shown  up  well  this  week,  several 
pounders  having  come  in  among  the  roach.  No  bream 
over  81b.  taken  here  since  last  report. — A.  Scaed. 

 (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — Fishing  would  be  greatly 

improved  by  a  good  steady  downpour  of  rain,  and  it  is 
threatening  enough  to  commence  now.  Roach, 
bream,  and  chub  are  amongst  the  getatable  class  now. 
Bream  of  41b.  3Joz.,  chub  from -Sib.  lOJlb.  to  41b.  lOoz., 
and  roach  from  14Joz.  up  to  lib.  lOoz.  have  been 
brought  in,  but  fishing  is  decidedly  slow.  We  have 
some  good  specimen  fish  abounding  in  our  river,  but 
until  we  get  a  nice  colour  in  the  water,  which  is  now 
as  clear  as  gin,  the  game  is  worthless  coming  any 
distance  for. — Edward  Collinson. 

  (St.  Neots). — Water  high  but  very  clear,  and 

consequently  anglers  hiave  not  been  busy.  Several 
small  bream  up  to  21b.  and  jack  up  to  41b.  are  all  that 
have  been  taken  during  the  last  few  days. — W.  N. 

Plymouth. — Very  little  has  been  done  on  the  Tavy 
in  the  way  of  peel  or  trout  except  a  few  of  the  latter 
on  the  higher  waters.  Some  fine  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  river  Cad,  a  well-known  medical  man  having 
had  a  basket  of  over  six  dozen  one  day,  and  several 
other  smaller  baskets  have  been  reported  by  other 
fishermen.  The  rains  that  we  have  had  during  the 
week  have  done  a  lot  of  good  to  the  rivers.  I  have 
just  heard  that  Mr.  Winsor  had  a  nice  lOlb.  fish  and 
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three  others  somewhat  smaller,  and  "Tommy"  also 
had  a  51b.  one,  and  several  crther  fish  were  caught  in 
the  daytime.  This  bears  out  what  I  said  last  week, 
that  if  we  had  some  rain  fish  would  sport  well. — W. 
Heabdek. 

Severn,  Vyiiiwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). "The  weathers-till  continues  of  the  same  lovely 
description  as  of  late,  and  is  all  that  could  be  wished 
for  grayling  fishing,  as  sharp  frosty  nights  are  suc- 
ceeded by  l)right  sunshine  throughout  the  day,  and 
this  pretty  neighbourhood  is  now  seen  at  its  best 
with  the  variegated  tints  of  autumn  on  the  leaves  of 
the  trees  and  hedgerows.  The  trout  fishing  season, 
now  nearly  over,  has  of  late  been  more  of  a  success, 
and  a  few  nice  ones  have  been  taken  in  the  Vyrnwy 
and  Tanat.  The  best  sport  is  still  obtained  with 
coarse  fish,  and  of  these  perch  are  getting  much  more 
numerous  in  the  Vyrnwy  than  formerly,  and  during 
the  past  week  some  very  fine  ones  have  been  captured 
near  Llansaintffraid  by  some  angling  visitors  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Manchester. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Ideal 
weather  has  prevailed  during  the  week  —  fine  in 
the  daytime  and  a  welcome  downpour  at  night. 
Rivers  are  feeling  the  influence,  and  are,  in  all 
districts,  in  excellent  trim,  bar  weeds.  A  few 
good  frosts  later  on  will  rid  us  of  this  nuisance. 
Angling  in  the  Ouse  at  Lewes  has  been  up  to  the 
average.  Mr.  Durrant  recorded  a  bag  of  111b.  lioz.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  brother  anglers  dave  had  fair 
sport.  Mr.  Willand  takes  precedence  with,  a  fine 
roach  of  21b.  Joz.  Nothing  much  has  been  done  on 
the  Adur  or  Cuckmere ;  a  few  roach  and  bream  is  the 
record  of  the  week.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good 
trim,  excepting  weeds  ;  during  the  week  a  few 
tench  (up  to  lib.  14oz.),  bream  of  21b.,  and  a  host  of 
small  fry  have  been  captured.  In  reply  to  three 
correspondents  (two  of  whom  forgot  reply  stamps), 
the  Wheatsheaf,  in  North-street,  I  can  recommend ; 
every  comfort  at  a  moderate  tariff;  the  host,  Mr! 
Sarford,  is  a  keen  fisherman,  who  will  gladly 
accompany  visitors  in  their  outings.— George  F. 
Salteb. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Water  in  rivers 
extra  good  for  either  salmon  or  trout,  and  excellent 
sport  has  been  had  during  the  past  week  both  by  local 
anglers  and  visitors.  Six  salmon  landed,  and  two  or 
three  lost.  Good  baskets  of  trout  taken.  At  time  of 
writing  (Sept.  23)  the  water  promises  to  be  good  for 
another  week  or  more, — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
clear  and  at  a  better  level.  The  rain  of  last  week 
greatly  refreshed  the  river,  and  it  rose  a  few  inches, 
but  it  soon  ran  down  again.  The  weather  has  now 
taken  up,  and  with  cold  nights  and  fine  days  the 
grayling  are  moving  better.  There  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out,  and  they  have  met  with  fair  success 
with  fly,  and  nice-sized  grayling  have  been  landed. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Tag, 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Blue  Gnat] 
and  Hare's  Ear.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  worm] 
and  some  coarse  fish  landed.  The  trout  season 
ends  this  week,  and  the  past  season  has  not  been  a 
bad  one  ;  some  very  fine  trout  were  landed  during  the 
May  Fly  season.  The  water  has  been  very  low,  and 
fly  fishers  have  not  had  large  baskets,  the  fish 
having  practically  gone  off.  On  Saturday  a  good 
basket  of  grayling  was  landed  in  the  upper  waters, 
and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  some  nice  grayling 
were  landed  with  the  fly  in  the  lower  waters. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clune  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
low  and  clear,  and  there  has  been  little  done  on  them 
this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  stiU 

rimnmg  very  low  and  clear  ;  the  heavy  rain  of  last 
week  did  not  make  much  difference  to  the  state  of  the 
water — it  certainly  refreshed  it  for  a  few  days — and 
more  water  is  wanted  to  improve  the  prospects  of 
sport.  The  weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine, 
with  cold  nights  and  foggy  mornings.  The  grayling 
have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly.  There  has  been  a 
good  few  anglers  out,  who  have  used  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  and  Whirling  Blue,  and  some  nice-sized  grayling 
have  been  landed.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  quiet 
of  late  and  very  few  fish  landed.  The  season  ends 
with  this  month, — Worcester, 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Notwithstanding  the  rather  heavy  downfall  last  week, 
the  Witham  is  running  very  low,  and  the  water 
has  run  lower  than  usual  owing  to  the  clearing 
of  rubbish  from  one  of  the  drains.  The  water 
between  Stixwold  and  Tattershall  is  feeling  the  effects 
of  the  big  match  a  week  ago.  One  angler  near 
the  Bottle  and  Glass  the  'other  day,  however,  got 
161b,  of  fine  roach.  Visitors  to  Bardney  and  South- 
rey  have  had  poor  luck,  but  about  Anton  Gowts 
Lock  some  moderately  fair  roach  fishing  is  reported. 
Between  Tattershall  Bridge  and  the  Sand  Holes  is 
now  a  good  spot  for  sport.  The  water  about  Mount 
Pleasant  and  Bunker's  Hill  is  said  to  be  yielding 
capitally,  but  these  places  can  scarcely  be  reached 
without  a  trap  fi-om  Dogdyke  or  Boston.  Tench 
fashing  in  this  district  is  stated  to  be  good.  One  day 
a  visitor  got  seven  and  a  half  brace  ranging  from  IJlb. 


to  3ilh.  Roach  have  been  got  from  the  Hob  Hole 
drain,  but  sca-water  hero  has  interfered  with  sport.— 
Luci. 

■Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
are  in  capital  order  for  the  fly,  and  some  very  good 
baskets  of  trout  and  ;^rayling  have  been  olitainod. 
The  Wye  has  afforded  better  sport  the  past  few  days, 
as^  creels  of  throe  and  four  brace  have  been  secured. 
The  higher  reaches  of  the  Dorwent,  too,  including 
Chatsworth  Fishery,  have  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  mixed 
baskets.  Also  reports  fi  om  the  Darleydalo  Club's  water 
are  more  cheering,  as  members  of  this  club  have  taken 
four,  five,  six,  and,  in  one  case,  eight  brace  of  very 
good  fish.  Also  the  Matlock  and  Gromford  Angling 
Association's  portion  of  the  Dei-went  has  afforded  very 
good  sport.  Mr.  C.  A.  Hassam  on  two  occasions  took 
five  and  a  half  brace  each  time,  and  also  a  four  brace, 
and  on  Monday  six  brace.  Mr.  Cooper,  on  Thursday 
(Sept.  19),  five  brace  and  a  half.  Several  others  have 
secured  two  and  three  l)race  each.  The  prospect  is 
fairly  good  ;  rain  is  badly  wanted  as  the  rivers  are 
very  low.  Useful  :  flies  Apple  Green,  Ash  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Red  Tag,  Black 
Gnat,  and  Claret  Bumbles. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  -Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— 
We  have  had  some  nice  rain  since  my  last  report, 
and  in  some  places  heavy  thunderstorms,  but  a 
general  rainfall  is  required  to  replenish  the  reservoirs 
in  the  West  Riding  district  ;  fears  are  entertained 
that  unless  the  autumnal  rains  descend  in  earnest 
very  soon  the  outlook  for  water  consumers  will  be 
very  bad.  The  Yore  and  Swale  have  been  nicely 
freshened,  and  their  tributary  streams  are  in  fine  trim, 
consequently  in  this  district  there  is  a  considerable 
improvement  in  sport,  and  since  Saturday,  Sept. 
21,  I  have  caught  good  baskets  of  trout  and 
grayling  with  the  Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Fancy, 
Dark  Needle,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  Amongst  others 
who  have  caught  good  dishes,  I  may  mention  Mr 
Edgar  Warner  (of  Warner  &  Sons,  Redditch),  Mr.  Huo-h 
Maughan,  the  Rev.  J.  Murphey,  Dr.  Pearson,  etc.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  Yore  is  rather  highly  coloured, 
but  it  will  fine  down  by  the  week-end,  as  the  barometer 
gives  no  signs  of  any  more  rain  at  present,  and  good 
sport  may  therefore  be  looked  forward  to.  I  was  over 
at  Richmond  on  Sept.  22,  and  found  the  Swale  nicely 
freshened.  Since  then  some  sport  has  been  had  with 
the  fly.  Mr.  N.  Smithson  found  the  Cod  Beck  in 
grand  trim  on  Thursday  (Sept.  19),  and  experienced 
splendid  sport  with  the  little  red  worm  for  over  a 
couple  of  hours,  finally  retiring  with  the  best 
take  he  has  had  this  season.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
and  their  tributaries  are  still  keeping  low  and 
clear,  and  more  rain  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  farmers,  as  well  as  improving  the  prospects  for 
the  grayling  fishing.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe  the  grayling  have  been  rising  pretty  freely 
between  one  and  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Very 
few  rods  have  been  out  during  the  week  in  the  district 
of  Burnsall  and  Ilkley,  the  water  being  in  fair  condi- 
tion. The  following  flies  have  been  found  useful  :— 
Poult  Bloa  (with  rusty  body).  Fog  Black,  Willow  Fly, 
Snipe  Bloa,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Dark  Needle,  Ori 
the  Ilkley  length  very  few  trout  have  been  taken,  and 
the  few  grayling  that  have  been  caught  have  run  small. 
Similar  accounts  are  to  hand  from  Otlev,  CoUingham, 
etc.  Some  good  baskets  of  coarse  fish  are  reported  froni 
the  latter  length  and  Boston  Spa,  and"  at  Tadcaster 
Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Gunnee,  and  others,  have  had  good 
mixed  baskets  of  dace,  roach,  etc.  Several  competitions 
have  been  held  during  the  week.  The  Leeds  Cycling 
Club  had  theirs  at  Dunsforth— Mr.  Coley  was  first ; 
Mr.  H.  Collier,  2nd ;  and  Mr.  A.  Jonks,  3rd.  The 
York  clubs  have  been  busy.  The  St.  Olave's  Associa- 
tion journeyed  to  Linton  on  Saturday  (Sept.  21) ;  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  sport  wretched— Messrs.  W.  Spink, 
1st ;  J.  Robinson,  2nd  ;  W.  Allison,  3rd ;  G.  Atkinson. 
4th ;  T.  Lewis,  5th  ;  W,  Mercer,  6th ;  J,  Raper,  7th ; 
D.  Constable,  8th;  E,  P,  Pearson,  9th;  P,  Pearson, 
10th ;  T.  Wilson,  11th ;  and  W.  Harrison,  12th.  On 
the  same  day  the  St.  Nicholas  Association  had 
moderate  sport  at  Elvington,  and  poor  baskets  were 
made  by  the  DrifSeld  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Club 
at  Snakeholm  Lock.  Mr.  Robert  Gowthorpe,  the 
first  prize  winner  of  the  Clifton  Angling  Associa- 
tion, who  fished  their  last  match  on  the  Ouse  at 
Clifton  Ings  on  Monday,  i  Sept.  23,  showed  a  good 
sample  of  roach,  but  the  rest  of  the  weigh  in  was 
composed  of  "  small  fry." — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealg^ach  Hotel 'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

On  Sept.  19,  Mr.  Hill  had  three  dozen  trout,  I'llb.,  on 
Loch  Urigill.  On  the  20th,  Messrs.  Sidgwick,'  on 
Loch  Cama,  seventeen  trout,  51b.  On  the  21st,  Messrs. 
Gaberil  and  Morish,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven 
trout,  91b,  ;  and  Messrs.  Sidgwick,  on  Loch  Urigill 
fifty-three  trout,  151b.— B.  ' 

Border  Hsk  and  Liddle. — The  salmon  are  up 
in  both  rivers,  but  they  are  very  shy  in  taking 
any  lure,  however  deceptive.  Fly  fishing  is  now 
alone  permissible.    Few  salmon  have  been  taken, 


and  only  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  since  last  report 
has  been  got,  and  that  was  in  the  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleuch's  reserved  water.  Herliiig  and  sea-trout 
have  been  caught  in  Langholm  and  Canonbic 
waters.  Surgeon-Captain  Fletcher,  staying  at  the 
Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  had  three 
heriing  and  sea-trout.  The  waters  were  in  flood  on 
Friday  (Sept.  20),  and  many  anglers  were  out  with 
more  or  less  success.  Pushing  in  the  Liddle  water 
Mr.  J  [edges,  Manchester,  had  a  basket  of  yellow 
trout.  Mr.  Bow,  Edinburgh,  also  did  well  with 
yellow  trout  and  some  heriing.  Mr.  J.  Beattio,  jun.. 
New  Castleton,  had  twenty-four  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  and  at  another  fishing 
some  heriing.  In  the  double  water  little  has  been 
dtme,  as  most  of  the  fish  have  gone  to  the  upper 
reaches.  The  Liddle  is  now  being  carefully  watched, 
so  that  legitimate  anglers  shall  have  some  fail- 
play. — GiLNOcKiB. 

Isla  (Perth). — Angling  on  the!  various  streams  is 
over  for  the  season.  Baskets  have  been  generally 
light,  much  under  the  average  of  a  series  of  years. 
This  is  accounted  for  not  from  scarcity  of  fish,  but 
from  the  long-continued  drought,  which  made  the 
streams  run  very  low  and  clear  as  gin.  The  lochs  in 
the  neighbourhood  are  late,  and  sport  is  .still  being 
carried  on  successfully.  On  Auchintaple  Loch  seven 
trout,  averaging  rather  over  a  pound,  were  got  by  the 
Glenisla  House  party  on  Saturday  (Sept.  21),  and  a 
splendid  fish  of  about  5^1b.  was  killed  on  the  .same 
water  on  Tuesday.-  Iasgaib, 

Loch  Ness  (royers).- Pishing  Loch  Mhor  from 
Foyers  Hotel,  on  Monday,  Sept.  16,  Dr.  Trechmann, 
London,  had  seventeen  trout,  71b.,  and  Mr.  Tillyer, 
seven  trout,  41b.  On  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  W.  Pile,  Sutton, 
had  ten  trout,  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Thomas,  nine  trout,  41b. 
Fishing  Loch  Ness  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  17,  Mr.  Pile  had 
sixteen  trout,  91b.,  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  five  trout,  21b. 
On  Thursday,  Sept,  19,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Messrs. 
McGregor  and  Pile  had  nine  trout,  51b, ;  Mr.  Thomas, 
on  Loch  Brau,  eleven  trout,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
on  Loch  Ness,  six  trout,  31b. — S.  Tilstox.  ' 

Overscaig  Hotel  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  li.B.).- 
On  Sept.  16,  Mr.  Stopford,  London,  on  Flag  beat,  eight 
trout,  3^1b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Glasgow,  on 
same  water,  one  dozen,  4Jlb.  On  17th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Merklapd,  thirty-four  trout,  ISJlb. ; 
and  Mr.  Stopford,  on  Loch  Griam,  nine  trout,  51b! 
On  18th,  Mr.  Stopford  landed  four  sea-trout,  71b.,  oii 
Loch  More.  On  19th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andersoii!  on 
Loch  Merkland,  seven  trout,  31b.,  and  a  salmon 
weighing  101b. ;  and  Mr.  Stopford,  on  Top  Shin,  one 
dozen  trout,  61b.  On  19th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson, 
on  Loch  More,  six  sea-trout,  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Stopford! 
on  Loch  Merkland,  twenty-eight  trout,  lOilb.  On 
23rd,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  on  Top  Shin  ten  trout 
61b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland.— Heavy  rain  fell  in  Upper 

Annandale  early  on  Friday  mornfng,  and  the  Annan 
unexpectedly  rose  in  flood.  A  fine  rush  of  salmon 
ascended  the  river,  and  as  they  surmounted  the  caul 
at  Annan  Bridge  their  passage  over  the  weir  formed 
an  interesting  sight  to  anglers  and  others.  On  the 
folio-wing  morning  the  river  was  still  considerably 
swollen,  and  more  fish  were  seen  going  over  the  weir. 
They  have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly  up  till  Tuesday 
night.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fish  being  un- 
settled and  keeping  on  the  run  when  the  water 
was  in  the  best  condition  for  their  pushing  inland. 
The  prospects  are  very  hopeful  this  back-end,  as 
the  present  migration  is  the  best  for  seven  or  ei^hi 
years  for  September,  The  Sol  way  is  fairly  full  of  fish, 
and  there  must  be  many  more  fish  to  ascend  the 
streams.  It  is  seldom  that  angling  is  of  any  con- 
sequence in  September,  and  more  especially  in  the 
Annan,  which  is  a  late  river.  In  the  Lower  Aiman 
on  Thursday  evening  Mr.  W.  Wright  caught  six  fine 
heriing  with  fly.  Mr.  J.  Laurie  had  also  a  few, 
and  on  the  previous  evening  six  and  eight  heriing 
per  rod  were  taken  with  the  night  fly.  In 
the  flood  on  Friday  afternoon  Mr.  T.  Shortridge- 
Tweedie  caught  twenty  good  heriing,  all  fresh  run 
from  the  sea.  Mr.  W.  Irving  took  fifteen  in  the 
Galabank  and  Northfield  stream  with  worm  bait. 
On  Saturday  (Sept.  21)  a  number  of  rods  were  out 
spinning  the  Devon  Minnow,  and  one  or  two  sea  trout 
and  a  few  heriing  were  taken  with  this  lure.  In  the 
Moimt  Annan  water  the  Luce  Keeper  hooked  and  lost 
a  salmon.  Nine  rods  were  out  on  Hoddom  Castle 
water  on  Monday  (Sept.  23),  but  not  a  single 
salmon  was  killed,  and  the  Mount  Annan  water 
was  also  a  blank.  There  should  be  a  heavj-  run 
of  autumn  fish  -with  the  next  flood.  Singularly,  the 
other  district  streams  were  but  slightly  touched  by 
the  rainfall,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ayrshire  waters, 
which  were  in  flood.  In  the  Girvan,  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  21),  Mr.  Andrew  Murray  landed  a  salmon  of 
171b.,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Pitt  had  one  of  ISlb.  on  the 
same  day.  The  Glengamock  Club,  of  Ayrshire,  held 
their  annual  competition  on  Saturday  (Sept.  21)  on 
the  Garnock,  when  fair  sport  was  had.  The  leadin*' 
prize--winners  were  Messrs.  -Tames  Miller,  Peter  Black! 
Nelson,  and  A.  Barr.  Mr.  Jas.  Johnston  killed 
the  largest  trout.    On  the  Nith  the  angling  has  been 
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somewhat  disappointing,  and  only  a  few  autumn 
salmon  are  showing  in  the  lower  pools.  Similar  re- 
ports are  sent  down  from  the  Galloway  streams. 
It  IS  anticii>ated  that,  with  the  rising  tides  this  week- 
etd,  a  few  salmon  will  ascend  the  different  rivers  from 
the  Galway.  The  weather  is  again  fine  and  settled- 
looking  this  week. — Heatherbell. 

Tay  (Perth).— The  Tay  is  at  present  in  fine  fishing 
order,  and  fair  sport  is  being  got.  The  river  came 
down  in  high  flood  on  Friday  last,  and  by  Monday  it 
had  settled  down,  and  fair  sport  was  got  that  dav. 
-Nearly  all  the  stretches  are  well  stocked  with  salmon. 
Most  of  the  fish  caught  were  quite  bright  and  fresh 
from  the  sea.  Should  the  weather  keep  settled,  fine 
sport  should  be  got  for  a  considerable  time.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  catches  on  the  principal 
beats  during  the  past  week  :—Meikltsour.— Fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  16,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  landed  one 
gi-ilse  of  61b.,  and  fishing  the  same  beat  on  Sept.  18, 
the  Duchess  of  Bedford  caught  one  grilse  of  81b. ;  on 
Sept.  23,  the  Duke  of  Bedford  landed  one  salmon  of  141b. 
and  one  grilse  of  81b.  Islamouth.— Lord  Blythswood, 
on  Sept.  19,  had  two  grilse,  71b.  and  91b.  Miss  Graham 
Murray,  fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  21,  landed  One  sea- 
trout,  and  on  Sept.  24  two  salmon,  191b.  and  18lb  and 
the  Bishop  of  London,  one  grilse,  81b.  Lord  Bly  thswood 
on  the  same  day,  from  the  other  boat  on  the  same 
beat,  landed  five  salmon,  181b.,  161b.,  161b  l5lb  and 
141b.),  and  three  grilse  71b.,  61b.,  and  61b  Upper 
Cahgill.-Su-  John  Wolfe  Barry,  fishing  this  beat  on 
Sept.  21,  caught  two  salmon,  211b.  and  111b  •  on 
Sept.  23,  Lord  Cairns  had  one  salmon,  12ilb  and'one 
grilse,  61b.  :  and  Lord  Hardwicke  and  Mr.  'Barclay 
fishing  from  the  second  boat,  had  two  salmon  221b 
c"  .^-^io-  c.^^T'',^  CABGiLL.-Fishing  this  beat  on 
A        "1°       7°^^^  ^^''y  oiie  salmon 

of^       P^'.iu^P*-  ^^"'"^  ^^"ded  two  grilse, 

8  b.  and  (lb.,  and  Lord  Vane  Tempest  one  grilse 

V  T,  ^l'',^^  Stobhall.  -  Messrs.  W.  H.  Coats 
and  P  lUingworth,  fishing  on  Sept.  19,  landed 
one  salmon  of  241b.  On  Sept.  21,  Mr  P  M 
Coats  had  one  salmon  of  221b.  On  Sept  24  Mr 
Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  Gardener  caught  one 
salmon  of  171b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr  G 
Coats  and  ]Mr.  H.  Illingworth  had  one  salmon,  151b' 
L  PPER  TAVMODNT.-Hon.  Eric  Drummond,  fishing 
°^  ^"P^-  ^^°'^ed  four  salmon  of  281b.^ 
2.31b.,  221b.  and  201b.,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  61b. 
Lower  Stobhall.— ]Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Coats,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  2.3,  landed  three  grilse  of  71b  71b 
and  61b. ;  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr.  H.  Illing- 
worth one  salinon,  261b.,  and  one  grilse,  91b.  Lower 
Taymount.- Fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  24,  Lord 
Hardwicke  landed  three  salmon,  281b.,  191b.  and  151b 
and  two  grilse,  61b.  and  51b.  Bdrnmouth.— Fishing 
this  water  on  Sept.  23,  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  and 
Mr.  Richardson  Tjaught  three  grilse  of  81b.,  71b.,  and 
(lb.  Lower  Stanley.— Mr.  M.  T.  Martin,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  21.,  had  one  salmon,  241b. 
and  on  Sept.  24,  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  and  Mr.  H. 
Riviere  landed  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  one  grilse  71b 

I'^'^'^oT?^'':  P.^^i^u'^e  Gordon,  fishing  this  water 
on  Sept^  23,  landed  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  two  grilse, 
/lb  and  71b  Upper  Eedgorton.-M.  Archd.  Coats 
and  P.  D.  Mailoch,  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  19, 
landed  one  s^almon  of  UJlb.,  and  on  Sept.  24,  Miss 
Meggs  and  Mr.  P.  Coats  one  grilse,  eflb.  Lower 
Redgorton  and  Upper  BERTHA.-Fishing  these  two 
beats  on  Sept  23,  Mr.  Archd.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D 
Mailoch  landed  three  grilse,  8Jlb.,  5Jlb.,  and  51b.  on 
ftifh  '??f' •  ^''L?u^  '^1"^°^^'  ^^^^^  tl^'ee  grilse, 
?l  w  'f}b  °^       l'^"®'--  Lower  Bertha.- 

Mr.  H.  0.\\  alrond,  fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  23,  landed 
one  salmon  and  a  grilse  of  71b.  The  freewater  at 
Perth  IS  also  yielding  very  good  sport  at  present.  The 
^arn  is  m  fane  order  just  now.  After  last  Friday's 
flood  a  large  number  of  fish  have  run  up,  and  good 
sport  is  being  got  on  many  of  the  beats.— AVa. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— Rain  has  fallen  heavily  over  the 
north  of  Ireland  for  the  past  three  days,  and  all  the 
rivers  of  Antrim  Derry,  and  Donegal  are  discoloured 
and  m  flood.  This  will  cause  the  autumn  salmon  and 
sea-trout  that  were  waiting  in  the  estuaries  to  ascend 
the  different  rivers  of  Ulster,  many  of  which  remain 
open  till  Oct.  31.  As  the  Bann  closes  on  Sept  .30 
there  is  a  very  poor  prospect  of  sport  for  the  few  days 
that  remain,  as  it  requires  a  week  before  it  is  perfectly 
cleared  after  being  discoloured  by  a  long-continued 
flood.  On  the  Caronroe  section,  Mr.  Mulholland  took 
one  salmon  161b.;  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  one  salmon, 
141b^;  and  Mr.  James  McCorry,  one  grilse,  61b.  On 
lit  w  f  ^l-  ^-Dawson  had  two  salmon  for 

J^uJ  fu'  ^.^^        '  Chichester,  one 

grilse,  51b  ;  and  Mr.  R.  Pullen,  one  salmon,  81b- 
Daniel  O'Pee. 

Belfast  and  Distriot.-Heavy  rain  fell  in  the 
early  part  of  the  week  and  all  the  rivers  are  in  good 
^nf.  ''w  ■  ^u^'*  Saturday  about  fifteen  anglers  were 
out  on  Woodburn  Dam,  but  a  brace  per  rod  was  about 
the  average  take  This  week  trout  are  rising  better  on 
the  Dams.    Fishmg  Orumlin  river  on  Monday  Sept 


23,  between  showers,  Mr.  Mawhinny,  Belfast,  creeled 
thirty-seven  trout  from  ifb.  to  Jib.  each,  the  killing 
flies  being  Black  and  Silver  and  ringed  up  Hare's  Ear. 
On  Tuesday,  Sept.  24,  a  local  angler  bagged  sixteen 
trout,  81b.,  on  the  Crossgar  and  one  white  trout  above 
kilmore.  The  Glenavy,  Crumlin  Sixmile,  Cindy,  etc., 
close  on  Monday  next. — J.  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  Bush  is 
in  fair  trim,  and  fresh  run  fish  are  giving  better  sport. 
Anglers  out  on  the  Dervock  and  Stranveum  sections 
did  well  this  week. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  closes  on 
Monday,  Sept.  30.  Nothing  was  done  on  it  this  week. 
The  Blackwater  remains  open  through  next  month. 
Not  much  has  been  done  on  it  lately,  but  next  month 
is  a  good  salmon  fishing  time  on  it. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During  the 
past  week  rain  fell  almost  incessantly,  which  rose  the 
river  rapidly  and  the  water  was  much  discoloured, 
and  in  consequence  not  much  fishing  was  done  ;  still, 
a  few  salmon  were  landed  by  Mr.  Bradv.  At  time  of 
writing,  the  river  is  getting  clear  and  'in  fair  fishing 
order,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  for  the  few  remaining 
days  of  the  season  are  liTlich  better.— M.  Rogan  & 
Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— This  water  is  now  in  good 
order,  and  sport  is  showing  up  at  last.  On  Thursday, 
Sept.  19,  Mr.  C.  J.  Hill,  Jjondon,  fishing  with  Tirn 
McCarthy,  had  a  salmon  of  6Jlb.,  five  sea  trout 
averaging  lib.,  heaviest  21b.,  and  four  brown  trout.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers.— Sport  has  shown  much  improve- 
ment, though  it  is  still  below  the  standard  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  On  the  north  Kerry  rivers  salmon 
anglers  did  fairly  well,  and  the  fish  had  were  quite 
fresh  from  the  sea.  Sea  trout  anglers  had  fair  or 
average  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Iiougrh  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  is  improving,  and  the  prospects  for  the  back-end 
angling  are  good.  On  Monday  Colonel  Carruthers, 
fishing  with  John  J.  Sullivan,  had  a  salmon  of  ll^lb. 
and  three  sea-trout.  On  other  days  fair  sport  was  liad 
with  sea  and  brown  trout  by  many  anglers.  Late 
salmon  are  arriving. — T.  J.  D. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrib.— The  weather  rather 
rough,  but  changed  for  the  better  to-day  (Wednesday). 
Mr.  Alleu  caught  four  fine  trout,  weighing  2ilb.,  41b., 
6Jlb.,  and  7^1b.,  while  Mr.  Good,  on  Pike  water] 
caught  some  pretty  ones— largest  141b.— this  week. 
—J.  A'J. 

Lough  Melvin.— Trouting  was  again  good  during 
the  past  week,  although  on  some  days  it  was  much  too 
rough  for  successful  angling,  but  when  the  boats  could 
get  comforta,bly  on  to  the  fishing  grounds  some  fine 
catches  of  gillaroo  trout  and  brown  trout  were  made. 
The  following  gentlemen  did  best :  -Mr.  Tom  Oakshott, 
Mr.  G.  D.  Mercer,  Mr.  B.  Graham,  Mr.  P.  Fern,  and  Mr. 
A.  Woods.  Amongst  the  catches  made  by  the  above 
anglers,  there  were  several  gillaroo  trout  weighing 
lib.,  IJlb.,  and  21b,  each.  Mr.  C.  Hanon  caught  a  nice 
brown  trout  of  3Jlb.  and  a  gillaroo  trout  of  2ilb. 
(trolling)  on  23rd  instant.  At  time  of  writing  sport 
continues  good,  with  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  on  the 
lake.— M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Monrne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — The 
Mourne  is  in  splendid  order  and  the  flax  water  has 
completely  been  swept  out,  and  the  prospects  are 
really  good  for  the  closing  portion  of  the  season.  Last 
week  P.  Harkin,  John  Sweeny,  and  Mr.  Dobson  one 
fish  each.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Dobson  killed  one  fish, 
121b. ;  J.  Kirk  two,  71b.  and  81b. ;  T.  M.  Colgan  one, 
71b.,  and  some  other  fish  were  killed.  Colonel 
Chervis  has  arrived  at  the  Aberoorn  Arms  for  salmon 
fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  I.ong'hs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — River  in  high  flood.  Some  good  sport  was 
got  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Moy,  Mr.  Brown  and 
friend,  Mr.  C.  Jackson,  Mr.  W.  Weldon,  and  others 
getting  from  eight  to  twenty  sea-trout  daily,  largest 
3|lb.  Mr.  C.  Burns,  Mr.  J.  Watts,  Mr.  G.  Moor,  and 
others  had  some  nice  sport  with  grilse  and  sea  trout 
in  the  Palmerston  river,  also  some  good  sport  with 
sea  trout  in  the  Bunree  river.  Loughs  very  full. 
Mr.  G.  Warren,  Mr.  F.  Doyle  and  friend  had  a  number 
of  small  jack  during  the  week. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Thanks 
to  the  almost  continual  downpour  our  majestic  river 
is  itself  again,  with  the  result  that  sport  has  improved. 
Better  news  still — lots  of  big  salmon  are  ascending 
every  day,  and  if  all  goes  well  some  of  the  30  or  40 
pounders  will  undoubtedly  taste  steel  during  October. 
This  week  Mr.  F.  Senry,  of  London,  has  landed  six 
fish — two  salmon,  211b.  and  141b.,  and  four  grilse  81b. 
each  ;  Mr.  Whitehead,  two  salmon,  161b.  and  141b. ; 
P.  Ryan,  two  grilse ;  and  John  Lyons,  two  salmon, 
221b.  and  141b.  Prospects  good.  Any  of  your  friends 
in  want  of  sport  with  rod  and  gun  could  not  possibly 
do  better  than  put  themselves  in  my  hands  next 
month  (October).— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  ("Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
is  showing  an  improvement  on  the  above  waters,  but 
cannot  be  reckoned  good  so  far,  either  at  sea  or  brown 
trout.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — An  unusually  large  shoal  of  porpoises 
passed  here  on  Saturday  last  (Sept.  21),  at  9  a.m.  The 
shoal  was  going  from  W.  to.  E.  close  in,  and  about  a 
mile  in  breadth,  since  which  silver  whiting  have 
shown  up  in  great  abundance.  Boat  anglers  havH 
been  off  in  great  force  at  the  Kemptown  end  during 
the  past  few  days,  and  are  having  excellent  sport  with 
whiting,  dabs,  and  plaice.  At  time  of  writing  (Sept. 
25)  there  are  about  twenty  boats  off.  Sea  as  calm  as 
a  lake  and  only  a  slight  breeze  from  the  south  (tem- 
perature, 75'^),  and,  through  my  telescope,  they  are 
evidently  having  a  very  lively  time  of  it.  A 
brother  angler  of  mine  went  off  yesterday 
morning,  and  accompanied  by  a  boatman"  caught, 
in  the  course  of  three  hours'  fishing,  four-and-a- 
half  score  of  silver  whiting  and  a  score-and-a-half 
of  dabs  and  plaice,  some  of  the  former  weighing 
about  a  pound  up  to  Iflb.  Plaice  are  rather  small 
just  now.  They  ran  short  of  mussel  bait,  so  had  to 
cut  up  a  whiting  or  two  as  a  makeshift,  which  the 
whiting  took  readily,  the  boatman  exclaiming  "  Well, 
I  never,  what  cannibals  they  are !  "  Lug  worms  are 
the  best  bait  when  you  can  procure  them.  Silver 
whiting  are  likely  to  be  off  here  for  the  next  three 
weeks. — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— The  weather  during  the 
past  few  days  has  been  very  favourable,  and  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  all  departments. — T.  J.  D. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch).  —  Having  seen 
some  good  fish  brought  ashore  last  week,  "  Cooper, 
professional  fisherman,"  and  self  thought  we  would 
have  a  try  for  some.  On  Friday  morning  (Sept.  20) 
in  a  few  hours  we  caught  (he  with  a  sprool,  I  with 
rod  and  line)  three  score  twelve  whiting,  three  dabs, 
five  eels,  and  an  eel  pout.  We  again  fished  on 
the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  (24th)  and  caught  seven 
score  ten  of  whiting,  dabs,  and  eels.  On  Saturday 
(21st)  John  Harving,  fishing  with  the  owner  of  a  yacht, 
caught  300  fish  (various),  some  good  eels  being  among 
them.  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  were  noted 
days  ;  good  sport  was  had  on  each  day  by  the  visiting 
and  local  anglers  ;  hundreds  of  whiting  were  caught, 
some  very  small,  but  a  great  many  good  fish  were 
captured.  The  largest  one  I  took  weighed  l|lb. 
after  it  was  cleaned.  I  heard  of  some  larger  fish  being 
taken,  but  did  not  see  them.  The  tides  will  be  too 
strong  for  this  week  end  rod  and  line  angling,  but 
will  be  suitable  next  week  end.— J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Sea  angling  is  now 
affording  good  sport  at  and  a-round  this  station.  On 
one  day  at  Coomaconclane  five  anglers  had  245  fish  in 
about  four  hours,  the  take  consist  ing  of  whiting,  bream , 
scad,  and  gurnard.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — On  Sept.  20,  stormy  weather  and  nothing 
much  done  in  the  way  of  fishing.  Mr.  Payton  and 
his  little  son  came  from  Calais  and  fished  two  hours 
on  Saturday,  Sept.,  21,  and  landed  with  ninety-nine 
whiting,  and  the  rest  of  the  boats  scored  well.  On 
Sept.  ,22,  several  boats  put  out  and  fair  takes  were 
landed— Messrs.  Taylor,  one-hundred  and  twenty-four 
whiting  and  four  nurse-dogs,  G.  R.  Clarke  and  two 
friends,  two-hundred  and  five  whiting  and  two  nurse- 
dogs.  Mr.  Prior  and  friend,  fishing  on  Sept.  21 
and  22,  landed  three-hundred  and  sixty  whiting  and 
two  nurse-dogs.  Sept.  23,  takes  not  so  grand ;  Mr. 
Eves  and  friend  caught  nearly  one  hundred  whiting 
and  flat-fish.  Sept.  24,  general  takes  not  very  grand. 
Sept.  25,  takes  of  fish  landed  from  forty  whiting,  etc., 
upwards  ;  myself  and  another  gentleman,  fishing  close 
to  South  Fairway  Buoy,  took  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  whiting,  six  dabs,  three  codlings  (one  being  a 
nice  size),  and  two  small  bream.  Tides  suit  well  up 
to  week  end.— Edward  Hanger  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (The  Pier).— Fishing  from  the  pier  this  week 
has  not  provided  very  much  sport  for  the  angler,  the 
takes  being  a  few  codling  of  abnormal  size  and  a  few 
fairly  good  whiting.  None  of  the  bags  were  likely  to 
set  the  town  on  fire.  Several  very  undersized  whiting 
have  been  hooked  and  in  some  cases  returned  to  their 
natural  element  to  grow  bigger.  The  water  is  very 
bright,  too  much  so  to  expect  large  bags,  but  the 
whiting  taken  off_  the  Bank  Buoy  have  been  of  good 
size  for  the  time  of  year.  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Read 
Clarke,  and  Mr.  Linfoot,  fishing  off  the  Bank  Buoy, 
creeled  ten  score  and  five  whiting  in  about  three 
hours,  and  good  takes  have  been  had  in  the  bay,  but 
the  fish  there  run  very  small. — G.  Read  Clarke  for 
J.  Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and 
around  this  station.  On  one  day  five  anglers 
had  ten  hake,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  whiting, 
twenty-three  bream,  ninety-five  gurnard  and  two 
pollack  ;  on  another  day  three  anglers  had  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  fish,  and  on  Saturday  last 
five  anglers  had  two  hundred  and  forty,  principally 
whiting  and  gurnard. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).- Better  sport  has  been  had 
during  the  past  week  than  during  the  whole  of  the 
summer  months.  Mackerel,  whiting,  pollack,  codling, 
and  shad  are  very  plentiful. — H. 
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Plymouth. —  Weather  has  been  rather  unsettled 
during  the  week,  but  when  the  boats  have  been  able 
to  get  out,  large  quantities  of  mackerel  have  been 
taken.  I  noticed  a  lot  of  small  boats  whiffing  for 
them  with  a  nice  fresh  breeze  oS  the  west  end  of  the 
breakwater,  and  thej-  seem  to  be  pretty  busy  with 
their  lines.  Pollack  are  still  very  plentiful  in  the 
Sound  and  also  in  Whitsand  Bay,  and  the  mullet 
have  been  rising  very  freelv  all  the  week  at  the  pier. — 
W.  Heaeder  (B  S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — The  fishing  has  much  improved.  The 
whiting  are  more  than  plentiful  in  the  bay  but  rather 
small.  Between  thirty  and  forty  boats  are  out  daily, 
and  get  from  a  few  to  several  score  of  fish  according 
to  time.  From  the  piers  and  Marina  whiting  and 
codling  have  been  taken  in  fair  numbers.  There  are 
plenty  of  smelts  also  in  the  harbour.  On  Sept.  22 
some  French  fishermen  from  the  west  pier  hooked 
and  landed,  after  considerable  trouble  a  conger  that 
must  have  gone  nearly  301b. — Gkey  Mullett. 

Walmer  (Lord  Nelson  Hotel)  Kent.— On  Sept. 
22,  two  gentlemen  from  Bedford  Park  caught,  near 
Walmer,  two  score  large  whiting  and,  in  the  evening, 
78  large  pouting  and  one  large  cod  in  less  than  an 
hour.  Seventy-eight  fishing  boats  out  Tuesday 
morning  off  here,  and  fair  catch  of  whiting  and  pouting 
reported.  Went  myself  this  afternoon  (Weduesdaj) 
for  two  hours  and  obtained  fair  catch  of  whiting  and 
pouting.  Water  clear  and  smooth  and  weather 
splendid. — Edward  Bubke. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Fine  sport  is  now  being 
had  here  at  whiting,  scad,  bream,  gurnard,  etc.  On 
one  afternoon  Mr.  G.  J.  Hill  and  two  other  gentlemen 
had  two  hundred  and  five  fish,  including  many 
whiting.  Other  anglers  out  had  also  good  sport. — 
T.  J.  D. 


September  29. 

Anglers'  Association  ;  Trustees'  Cup  Competition. 

Alma :  Outing  to  Shalford. 

Clapham  Strollers :  Outing. 

CoUingwood  :  Outing  to  Ashurst. 

Grown  and  Buckland:  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Forest  Ciate  ;  Match  at  Amberley. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander  :  Competition  at  Richmond. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Stockwell ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Green  :  Outing  to  Bye  House. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 
September  30. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers. — A.B.S.  concert. 

Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
October  2. 

Phoenix :  Visit. 
October  5. 

Lychnobite  :  Match  at  Leigh-on-Sea. 

Oct.  6. — BatterSea  Friendly :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
,,     (>.— Cosy;  Outing  to  Yal ding. 
„     6. — Izaak  Walton  :  Slatch  at  Burnt  Mill. 
„     6. — Jolly  Aoiglers :  Outing  to  Ware. 
,,     6. — Junior  Piscatorials  :  Roving  match. 

6. — Royal  Creorge  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

6.— S.L.U.  Visiting  List  :  Match  at  Sonning. 
„     6.— Stepney:  Match  on  the  Chelmer. 
„     6. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
„     6.— Wenlock:  Match. 
„    10.— Good  Intent :  Visit. 
„    13. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
„    13.— Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Maldon  East. 
„    13. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Gookham. 
,,    13.— Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch. 

13. — Walham  Green:  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
„    20.— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Private  match. 
„    20.— East  Dulwich  :  Outing. 
,,    20. — Golden  Barbel :  Supper  match. 
,,    26. — Park  :  Benefit  concert. 


IRcports  from  Clubs. 

Reports  (to  e^isure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  tnoming. 

Abercorn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  last  report  several  mem- 
bers have  returned  with  fisli  ;  A.  Cousin,  bream  and 
roach ;  A.  Painter,  roach ;  C.  Markworth,  roach  : 
Mr.  McEacliam,  bream  and  roach.  Members  going  to 
outing  next  week  arc  reminded  to  clear  books.  We  ulso 
made  three  now  members  and  still  have  room  for  a  few 
more.— A.  I'AiNTEJi. 

Admiral  Blake  Angling  Society,  Ladbroke- 
grove-road,  W.— On  Sept.  22  the  following  weighed 
in  : — J.  Tipper,  roach  ;  G.  Tipper,  roach  ;  B.  Bignall, 
tench;  W.  Welland,  tench;  J.  Wilson,  roach;  A. 
Rowe,  liream,  and  several  others.  Will  members 
attend  on  Sept.  30. --G.  M.  STEiniAN. 

Allason  Unitkd  Brothers  ANiiLiNO  Society, 
Duke  of    Russ(;x,    Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 

-Messrs.  Ecolle  and  Hai  ris  had  roach  anrl  bream  on 
September  22  ;  Arthur  ( )sbonie  and  friends  4 13  whiting 
and  dabs  at  Southend.  Our  auditor's  report  was 
passed  as  very  satisfactory.  We  are  going  to  the 
competition  at  A.  A,  waters,  King's  Langley. —  Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Sept.  22  the 
following  weighed  in  ;  Mr.  Butlin,  tench,  and  Mr,  Hall, 
roach  and  rudd.  On  Sept.  29  a  match  will  take  place 
at  Shalford;  train  leaves  Charing  Cross  at  6.35. — 
J.  Chambers. 

Baweuska  Fuiendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Vv  andsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Sept.  24  we 
held  our  half-yearly  meeting  for  the  election  of 
officers,  and  to  hear  tbe  balance  sheet  read,  which 
leaves  us  in  a  satisfactory  state.  The  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected.  The  club  voted  21s.  and 
the  members  collected  4s.  2d.  towards  the  Thames 
fishing  defence  fund  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Andrews.  We 
fish  a  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Oct.  6.  Mr.  C. 
Powell  and  Mr.  Smith  were  nominated  as  honorary 
members. — A.  De.jonge. 

Bklgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — A  fairly  good  muster  turned  up  on 
quarterly  night,  which  enabled  us  to  get  some  import- 
ant business  through,  including  the  election  of  olfiocrs 
for  the  ensuing  quarter,  all  of  whom  were  re-elected. 
Mr.  F.  Richardson  takes  the  prize  offered  by  Mr.  E. 
Parsons,  junr.,  for  gross  weight  first  quarter.  Since 
last  report  the  following  have  had  fish: — Messrs.  G. 
Crane,  E.  Parsons  (junr.),  H.  Hooper,  and  P.  Hudson. 
Special  next  Thursday  to  arrange  month's  outing. 
A.B.S.  tickets  sent  for ;  should  like  to  see  more  mem- 
bers take  these  up.  Our  delegate's  report  was  received 
with  satisfaction. — W.  Payne. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-strect,  S.E. — Mr.  G.  Armstrong 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  barbel  and  bream  (141b.). 
Two  of  our  members  were  successful  in  the  Amberley 
competition.  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
members  next  week.  I  have  the  tickets  for  the  S.L. 
competition. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bloomsbdry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Grown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Sept.  1, 
Mr.  W.  Taylor  weighed  in  bream  and  roach.  On 
Sept.  22,  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker  weighed  in  bream. 
On  Sept.  25,  Mr.  J.  Sinclair  weighed  in  jack. 
Wednesday,  Oct.  9,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend. — T.  Paternoster. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.—  Several  members  have 
been  out  with  the  following  results : — Mr.  Sander, 
chub;  Mr.  Simpson,  roach,  12ilb.  ;  Mr.  Simmonds, 
jack  :  and  Mr.  E.  Btiggs,  bream.  The  latter  took 
second  prize  in  Mrs.  Eldridge's  competition  at 
Amberley,  also  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  bream.  A 
special  meeting  will  be  held  on  Oct.  2,  when  some  im- 
portant business  will  be  brought  forward. — H.  Moore. 

Cambridge  Heath  Bkoiheks  Angling  Socijctk, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Sept.  24  being  quarterly  night  the  following 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  quarter  :  Mr.  H. 
Deverill,  re-elected  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  G.  Wood- 
ward as  junior  auditor ;  Mr.  P.  Loft  takes  the  place  of 
junior  delegate.  On  Sept.  22  the  following  weighed 
in:  Messrs.  C.  Pycroft,  roach  and  bream;  H.  Ward, 
G.  Webb,  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  B.  Smith,  H.  Everett,  L. 
Stephenson,  J.  Baines,  and  E.  Argent,  roach;  G. 
Wicks,  perch;  and  W.  Elsworthy,  jack.  Don't  forget 
Monday,  Sept.  :30,  the  date  of  our  concert  in  aid  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  which  I  leave  in  the 
hands  of  brother  anglers  to  make  it  beneficial  for  the 
grand  cause.  Members  who  anticipate  competing  at 
King's  Langley  in  the  Trustees'  Cup  competition  will 
find  it  convenient  to  take  the  7.47  a.m.  train  from 
Dalston  to  Willesden,  changing  there  to  re-book  by 
privilege  to  King's  Langley.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  Bastin 
was  made  an  honorary  member. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— On  Sept.  22  the  following 
contributed  to  a  good  show:  Messrs.  Fuller,  a  jack. 


61b.  14oz. ;  Cook,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  15Joz.  ;  Parker, 
Mann,  Gill,  H.  R.,  A.  C,  and  A.  K.  Hoodlcss,  F.  and 
S.  Dykes,  Whittick,  Marshall,  A.  and  H.  Taylor, 
.\dams,  and  Reynolds  also  showing  fish.  The  Thames 
Defence  List  was  introduced  to  the  members,  and 
responded  to  as  our  boys  know  how  to.  Wc  elected 
one  new  member,  and  two  other  gentlemen  were 
proposed.  -R.  Maiishall. 

Clapham  Jonction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  On 
Sept.  22  Messrs.  Heyman,  I'cgg,  .uid  H.  Runnogar 
weighed  in  fish;  the  latter  had  one  pike  51b.  lOjoz. 
Locale  of  another  match  to  be  settled  next  meeting 
night.  Our  Anglers'  Benevolent  Box  was  opened, 
which  contained  ,tl  I7s.  We  iiave  voted  tl  Is. 
towards  the  Andrews'  Defence  Fund. — G.  T.  Jamk.son. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  The  outing  on 
Sept.  22  proved  a  failure,  no  fish  being  taken.  Mr. 
Gesbornc  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  21)— 141b.— largest  fish  lib.  12oz.,  five  fish  7 jib. 
Mr.  Monks  weighed  in  barbel,  and  another  member 
bream  and  roach.  Outing  on  Sept.  29,  for  two  prizes, 
at  Woking.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Train,  8.40  a.m. 
— C.  McL. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Phoenix  A.S. ,  held  at  the  Tavistock,  Stibbington-street, 
Pancras-road,  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  2).  Royal  George 
and  Queen's  Piscatorials  please  note. — V.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — At  our  outing  to 
Ware  the  seven  prizes  were  taken  by  the  following : 
Messrs.  Robinson,  roach  ;  liastwood,  roach  ;  F'armer, 
roach  and  perch;  Bampton,  roach;  Archer,  roach; 
Browning,  roach,  and  Hunt,  perch.  Another  member 
weighed  in,  but  was  not  eligible.  We  give  from  our 
funds  10s.  6d.  to  the  Thames  Defence  Fund,  and  no 
doubt  the  subscription  sheet. will  receive  good  support 
from  members  and  friends  also. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoLLiNGWooD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. —  On  Sept.  22,  Mr. 
H.  Stump  dace,  Mr.  Gooding  roach,  Mr.  F.  Bcames 
roach.  On  Sept.  29  we  fish  our  outing  at  Ashurst ; 
trains,  Victoria  8.53  a.m.,  return  from  Ashurst  7.50 
p.m. ;  two  rods,  other  usual  conditions. — F.  P.  Sohge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfrea 
street,  Buckingham  Gate,  S.W. — Our  next  outing  will 
take  place  at  Yalding  on  October  6  for  seven  prizes ; 
go  down  by  the  fii'st  train  from  C  haring  Gross.  On 
September  22  J.  T.  White  weighed  in  bream  and 
roach. — J.  Whitis. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Lo  ig-acre,  VV.C.  —  Fifteen  members  competed  at 
Byfleet  for  the  five  prizes,  of  which  only  three  were 
taken,  the  winners  being  Mr.  Cuthush,  first,  with 
lib.  Joz.  of  perch  and  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Katin,  second, 
with  lib.  of  roach  and  gudgeon ;  and  John  Massey, 
third,  with  lO^oz.  of  roach  The  two  prizes  not  taken 
will  be  fished  for  at  the  next  outing. — VV.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  1'iscatoriai<  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  Our  prize 
outing  resulted  in  only  two  prizes  being  taken. 
Members  fish  on  same  conditions  on  Sept.  29;  a  few  of 
our  members  fish  at  King's  Langley  on  the  .same  date. 
— J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  On  Sept.  22  a  good  many 
of  the  members  were  at  the  Amberley  Competition. 
Messrs.  F.  Wild,  A.  Morgan,  and  K.  Wild  succeeding 
in  obtaining  fifth,  sixth,  and  tenth  honours.  Messrs. 
S.  Swain  F.  Davison,  and  A.  Wild  also  weighed  in 
some  nice  roach  and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday  ((Jet.  1),  important. — S.  Mali-.v. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  September 
22nd  wo  fished  the  second  match  of  the  season,  when 
the  following  members  took  prizes :  —Messrs.  Bridget, 
Fathers,  Fletcher,  Otley,  Targett,  Millett,  Shaw,  and 
Barns.  A  private  match  will  take  place  on  Octobi  r 
20th.  .AH  members  who  wish  to  take  part  in  it  will 
come  up  on  Wednesday  next. — W.  Jenki.ss. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Tahuerston  Hotel, 
East  Dulwich,  S.E. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Sept.  22,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Exall  had  fair  sport  with 
roach  and  bream.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  Bannister  hnd 
a  good  show  of  jack,  perch,  and  gudgeon  from  the 
Kennet.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  20.— 
E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Mr.  H.  Lane  weighed  in  three  nice  perch, 
41b.  12oz.  (best  fish,  21b.  5Joz  ),  and  Mr.  H.  Creeke,  one 
tench,  21b.  4ioz.  Our  Amberley  outing  will  take 
place  on  SeptT  28  and  29.  The  majority  of  members 
are  catching  the  5  p.m.  train  from  London  Bridge. — 
B.  Sargent. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  September  22 :  Messrs.  Moore,  Thomp- 
son, Huggett,  Philpott,  Butcher,  Stinton,  Scribner, 
Maybury,and  Kingett,  the  last-named  dace  lib.  6|oz. 
— this  is  the  best  lot  for  prize,  £1  Is.,  up  to  now,  and 
only  September  29  to  compete.  We  hold  our  visit 
on  October  10,  when  I  hope  all  the  members  and 
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their  friends  will  be  present.  We  have  docidod  to 
support  Andrews  in  his  case  against  Sir  K,  Palmer.— 
F.  A.  G. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.-  Our  outing 
to  Aj-hurst  on  Sept.  2'J  was  a  bit  of  a  failure,  only  one 
had  fish— Sir.  EUins,  roach.  On  Sept.  24.  Mr.  Verity 
weighed  in  191b.  roach.  Wo  have  arranged  to  fish  the 
Seymore  Brothers  for  a  supper  on  Oct.  20,  in  the 
Thames  from  Shiplake  Lock  to  INIarsh  Lock,  both  sides 
of  river.  On  Sept.  22,  Mr.  Roach  weighed  in  rudd.— 
A.  W.  Kllins. 

Great  Northebn  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
On  Sept.  22  the  following  members  weighed  in  some 
good  bream  and  roach  from  Amberley :— C.  Watling, 
l(;jlb.,  and  IMessrs.  C.  Randall,  W.  Arkhill,  J.  A. 
Fitch,  F.  Purle,  aud  C.  Large,  small  shows.  The 
whole  of  the  above  took. prizes  in  "  Eldridge's  "  compe- 
tition, C.  Watling  being  first,  he  also  having  the 
heaviest  roach,  lib.  71b. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— Our  return  visit  will  take  place  on 
Oct.  17,  when  we  hope  to  sec  a  good  muster.  The 
following  members  have  weighed  in  :  Mr.  Holmes  two 
specimen  chub,  Mr.  Warren  tench,  Messrs.  J.  and 
R.  W.  Woolston  dace,  and  Mr.  Ide  roach.  The  result 
of  our  roach  competition  will  be  published  in  the  next 
report. — E.  S.  C. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  Sept.  22,  Mr.  U.  Allen 
weighed  in  perch  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Walker,  perch  ;  Jlr. 
Price,  perch ;  Mr.  Graussc,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Bunn 
some  good  class  roach  from  the  Lea.  On  Tuesday  a 
uew  working  member  was  made,  Mr.  Thomas  Gwirk, 
and  another  proposed.  We  were  all  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  sad  accident  at  Amberley,  and  the  sympathy  of 
all  the  members  are  tendered  to  Mrs.  Benny  and 
family  at  the  great  loss  they  have  sustained ;  the 
angling  fraternity  have  lost  a  good  angler  and  sup- 
porter.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford.  —  A  saloon  carriage  will  be 
attached  to  the  9.6  a.m.  train  from  Stratford  on  Oct.  2 
for  the  society's  outing  to  their  private  waters  at 
Langford.  jNIembers  are  requested  to  forward  their 
names  to  the  secretary  if  it  is  their  intention  to  go. 
All  members  are  kindly  asked  to  support  the  sub- 
scription list  for  the  defence  of  Andrews.  -F.  C. 
Wellino. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— The  match  at  Burnt 
Mill  resulted  as  follows 1st,  Mr.  Milbank,  roach 
and  perch  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Perry, 
roach,  which  leaves  one  more  prize  to  go  for  on 
Sept.  29.  Other  members  weighed  in  ;  Mr.  Challis, 
roach  and  perch;  Mr.  Reeve,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Herbert,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and  jack  ;  Mr. 
Brookman,  chub;  Mv.  Wood,  roach;  Mr.  Granfield, 
jack,  the  first  this  season.  Mr.  Day  was  elected  a 
member,  and  Mr.  G.  Turner  proposed  a  member.  The 
competition  at  Amberley,  on  Sept.  22,  brought  us  very 
bad  news  of  our  much  esteemed  member  Mr.  T. 
Benny,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  meet  with  his 
death  on  the  line.  His  funeral  took  place  at  Amberley 
on  Sept.  26.  We  are  arranging  a  concert  on  behalf  o"f 
his  widow  mother,  who  is  in  straitened  circumstances. 
He  was  a  true  sportsman  and  a  lover  of  the  sport. — 
•J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.B.  — 
The  first  outing  for  Mr.  G.  H.  Lee's  special  prize  will 
take  place  on  October  6  at  Burnt  Mill  ;  on  this 
occasion  there  will  also  be  three  ordinary  special 
prizes  fished  for  at  the  same  place.  The  first  outing 
in  connection  with  Mr.  A.  Caley's  prize  will  be  on 
Oct.  9,  at  Broxbourne,  between  King's  Weir  and 
Ratty's  Weir  ;  two  additional  specials  will  be  com- 
peted for  at  the  same  place.  There  are  other  valuable 
prizes  to  be  competed  for  later,  conditions  of  which 
can  be  obtained  at  the  club  house'.  Messi  s.  J.  Poole 
and  J.  Leonard  weighed  11  roach  on  Sept  22  ;  Mr.  G. 
Nunn  had  roach  on  Sept.  25. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End.— Our  lapsed  prize  outing  turned 
out  a  blank ;  the  fish  were  fairly  off.  Outing  to  Ware, 
Oct.  6  ;  absent  members  from  last  meeting  please  note. 
All  to  be  at  Pond  ers  End  Station,  7.30  E.m.  sh,arp  — 
H.  G.  Hyatt. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Although  our  last  competition 
was  a  failure  for  fresh-water  fish,  our  members  who 
have  been  doing  a  bit  of  sea  fishing  have  had  good 
times,  especially  A.  T.  Girdler  who,  with  a  friend,  on 
the  7th  at  Shoreham  landed  1.50  fish.  On  Sept.  1,5,  at 
Hastings,  he  had  .50  whiting,  17  dog-fish,  6  weavers, 
and  a  few  dabs ;  and  on  the  22nd,  at  Hastings,  1  dog- 
fish, 30  dabs,  and  4ft  whiting.  The  next  competition 
will  be  on  October  6  on  the  Medway  (roving).  Sid 
Jones  weighed  in  carp,  6Jlb.— W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N. — On  Sept.  22  the 
following  weighed  fish  :— Mr.  Symes,  roach,  81b.  6Joz. ; 


Mr.  Evens,  51b.  5^oz.  bream,  winning  fourth  prize  in 
the  Amberley  comi>etition ;  Messrs.  Briley,  Cook,  R. 
Watling,  White,  Bryant  and  Biggs  having  good  sliows 
of  rudd  and  roach.— W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lanc,  E.G. — Our  members  had  a  most  enjoyable  day  at 
Broxbourne  on  Saturday  (Sept.  21)  ;  every  member 
catching  fish,  principally  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  N. 
Martin  was  first  in  the  competition  with  a  splendid 
basket ;  IMr.  Whittle,  second  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Goss,  third. 
Next  competition  at  Leioh  on  Oct.  5,  under  the 
guidance  of  S.  Cotgrove. — Hon.  Sec. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  aud 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— Our  match  on 
Sept.  22  was  very  slow.  Of  the  throe  remaining 
prizes  only  one  was  taken  :  W.  Carter,  with  roach. 
The  following  also  weighed  in  roach  out  of  match  : 
Messrs.  Richards  (largest,  lib.  7ioz.),  W.  Moore,  and 
H.  Hart.  On  Sept.  29  members  can  go  where  they 
please  for  the  remaining  two  prizes,  but  must  start 
from  London  on  the  morning,  and  fish  bank  onlv.— 
G.  Taylor. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Last  week  Cartwright 
brothers  weighed  in  roach,  chub,  and  perch.  On 
Sept.  22  the  following  members  weighed  in  :  T. 
Edmunds,  roach  aud  gudgeon  ;  T.  Addison,  roa{ai  ; 
W.  K.  Nayler,  roach  ;  G.  Cartwright,  roach,  dace,  and 
gudgeon;  and  C.  (.i.  Myers,  dace  and  gudgeon.  On 
Tuesday  (Sept.  24)  G.  Wooldridge  had  bream,  dace, 
and  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Coatos  had  a  good  catch 
of  whiting  at  Ram.sgate.  Competition  at  Twickenham 
and  Richmond  on  Sept.  29,  8.15  down,  and  return  by 
7.33  from  Twickenham  and  7.41  from  Richmond. 
Draw  for  partners  and  station  Friday  (Sept.  27),  at 
10.30  p.m.  Second  round  for  Cup  at  Wateringbury, 
Oct.  27,  half  mile  each  side  of  bridge.  Tickets  for 
S.  L.  competition  can  now  be  had  of— W.  S.  C.  [If 
reports  arrive  by  10  o'clock  on  Thursday  mornings 
they  will  be  inserted  ;  earlier  if  possible.] 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Sept.  22,  Messrs.  Birch,  Dulieu,  Madget,  and  Knowlsom 
weighed  in.  Only  one  prize  was  taken,  with  one 
bream.  The  remaining  nine  will  be  fished  for  on 
Sept.  29,  Carthagena  Weir  to  Rattys  Weir  Lock, 
roaming;  show  fish  in  the  New  Inn,  Broxbourne,  at 
C  45  i>.m.  Mr.  C.  Friedlander  has  presented  the 
society  with  a  nice  uoticc-boaid.  Mr,  S.  Crutcliett  had 
61b.  roacb  and  Mr.  C.  Friedlander  21b.  roach,  on 
Wednesday. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— We  had  a  nice  show  on  Sep.  22  by  the 
following:  Messrs.  C.  Webb,  R.  Hopton,  J.  Hopton, 
J.  Keitz,  A.  White,  and  G.  Thompson.  We  are  ar- 
ranging a  concert  to  take  place  on  Oct.  26,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widow  and  oi-phans  of  our  late  respected 
member,  Mr.  George  Curtis.  This  being  an  excep- 
tionally sad  case,  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  support  it 
deserves.  -H.  (Iates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— We  are  in  hopes  of  a  good 
muster  at  our  Clerkenwell  and  District  visit  on  Wednes- 
day, Oct.  2.  Our  next  outing  will  be  to  Cookhani  on 
Oct.  13  ;  three  prizes.  Members  are  requested  to  take 
part  ni  the  King's  Langley  competition  if  possible.— 
R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Sept.  22,  D.  Payne  weighed 
in  51b.  of  roach,  (t.  Huggins  weighed  in  a  nice  chub 
of  31b.  On  Sept.  24  our  complimentary  concej-t  given 
to  our  member  Mr.  Shave  was  a  great  succpss,  the 
president  being  in  the  chair,  F.  Wyett  vice-cliair,  a 
host  of  talent  being  present. — F.  Cook. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  September  22  the  following 
weighed  in :  Messrs.  A.  Barclay,  roach ;  J.  Stanley, 
roach;  E.  T^erry,  roach;  Tim  Shanhoun,  porch  and 
roach  ;  J.  Payne,  roach  ;  R.  Walker,  jack  ;  P.  Gardener, 
roach;  C.  Godfrey,  roach  ;  G.  Williams,  roach;  (Good- 
win, roach;  Thomson,  roach.— P.  Pignateli.i, 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Pitzroy-square,  W.— A  few 
members  were  out  on  Sept.  22  with  the  following 
results;  Mr.  Ashwood,  jack,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  J.  Jay, 
jack,  41b.  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  Spalding,  roach  and  perch. 
We  have  arranged  a  friendly  match  with  the  Golden 
Barbel  Society  ;  full  particulars  at  clubhouse.  Will 
all  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  (quarterly 
night). — W.  Aldis. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E.— On  Sept.  22  the  following  weighed 
m:  Messrs.  C.  Rust(>n,  P.  Tewson,  sen.,  Johnson, 
F.  Grindrod,  roach;  C.  Bolding,  roach  and  dace; 
Stothart,  bream  and  roach  ;  G.  Jolly,  bream.  Next 
match  to  be  fished  in  the  Chelmer  on  Oct.  6.— 
W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.  — Result  of 
competition  on  Sept.  22;  Messrs.  W.  Thomas,  1st; 
W.  Shepheard,  2nd  ;  A.  Jenkins,  3rd  ;  A.  Lidbetter,  4th. 
The  fifth  and  sixth  prizes  not  being  taken,  they  can  be 
fished  for  on  Sept.  29,  as  per  Rule  17.  Mr.  Ansty  had 
a  nice  show  of  roach  from  other  waters,  four  specimens 


amongst  them,  heaviest  lib.  lljoz.,  all  of  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  preserver;  also  one  jack.  Messrs. 
W.  Eyke,  barbel  and  dace ;  E.  Barker,  R.  Tucker,  W. 
J.  Shepheard,  and  P.  Shepheard,  roach.  Two  gentle- 
men wore  made  working  members  at  Tuesday's  meet- 
ing— Messrs.  C.  Powell  and  H.  Courridge.  I  have  the 
tickets  for  the  South  London  Visiting  List  compe- 
tition, which  (^an  be  purchased  on  Tuesday  evening. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
IMaryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Sept.  22 
the  following  weighed  in  a  good  show  of  roach; 
Messrs.  G.  Ilobbs,  Bacon,  W.  Drake,  Grande,  and 
Payne. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  1,  Sussex  House  Terrace, 
Fulham-palace-road,  Hammersmith. — Our  outing  to 
Shepperton  on  Sept.  22  proved  a  great  success,  all  the 
prizes  being  taken.  The  following  were  the  successful 
competitors  in  the  order  named  ; — Messrs.  Lock,  Hare, 
Carpenter,  Cartwright,  Phelps,  Thomas,  and  Witten. 
—J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

TuNBRiDGE  Wells  Angling  Society,  Railway  Inn, 
Goods  Station-road. — On  Sept.  22  a  few  members 
visited  Medway  at  Tonbridgc,  when  they  saw  a  quan- 
tity of  dead  fish,  both  large  and  small,  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  river  just  below  the  bathing  lochs. 
The  cause  of  this  is,  no  doubt,  pollution.  I  am  very 
sorry  to  say  that  the  very  same  thing  occurred  three 
or  four  years  ago,  when  at  that  time  a  very  large 
number  of  fish  were  poisoned.  If  this  is  still  to  go  on 
thoi-e  will  be  a  decrease  of  fish  in  the  Medway.  As  it 
will  not  be  detrimental  to  the  Tonbridge  district 
alone,  but  to  further  reaches,  such  as  Yalding  and 
East  Farleigh.  and  as  this  I'iver  is  such  a  noted  one  for 
angling,  I  think  every  effort  should  be  used  to  keep  it 
clear  from  everything  likely  to  harm  the  fish.  - 
( 1.  J.  House. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.  — •  On  Sept.  22,  at 
Ashurst,  the  following  were  the  successful  com- 
petitors: P.  Beak,  1st;  F.  Belton,  2nd;  H.  Fordham, 
3rd  ;  and  H.  Collings,  4th  ;  J.  Wood  a  given  prize. 
The  following  also  weighed  in :  R.  Cleminson,  H. 
Standing,  W.  Drage,  R.  Royal,  and  S.  Drage  ;  W.  J. 
Mackroll,  roach,  from  the  Lea. — F.  Beak. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Sept.  22 
wc  had  a  nice  show  by  the  following  members:  T. 
Austin,  61b.  loz.;  F.  Griffiths,  21b.  loz. ;  poor  sport 
with  other  members.  On  Oct.  6  we  take  our  outing 
from  the  ferry  at  Bourne  End  to  Marlow  Bridge, 
when  we  have  some  very  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for. 
Hope  to  see  as  many  members  as  possible  turn  up, 
and  will  all  members  please  note  our  general  meeting 
on  Oct.  2.  Will  all  members  please  attend — im- 
portant business. — P.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — We  had  a  grand 
show  of  fish  on  Sept.  22.  Mr.  A.  Glass  22Jlb.  of 
bream ;  Mr.  W.  Powe  a  nice  tench,  31b.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  G. 
Powe,  roach  (heaviest  fish),  lib.  3Joz.  Our  next  outing 
takes  place  at  Bourne  End,  on  Oct.  13,  for  a  supper  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  rules  ;  gudgeon  barred. — 
W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Walthamstow. — Our  outing  to  Amberley  was  a 
great  success,  and  four  members  caught  fish,  Messrs. 
Schoek,  Rollings,  Knight,  and  Howick.  We  send  our 
sympathy  to  the  mother  of  the  unfortunate  brother 
who  lost  his  life  in  such  a  terrible  manner  on  Sept.  22, 
and  we  will  support  any  movement  taken  to  help  her 
in  her  distress.  We  had  also  a  very  fine  show  of  ' 
roach  brought  in  by  Messrs.  Poore  and  Palmer. — 

M. SCHOEKE. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Sept.  22  we  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish.  Mr.  Robinson,  roach  ;  Mr.  Odart,  roach 
and  perch ;  Mr.  Calicut,  perch ;  and  other  members 
also  weighed  in,  and  the  lapsed  prizes  from  Cheshunt 
outing  were  taken.  We  thank  Mr.  Osment  for  the 
information  given  us  for  Andrews  Defence  Fund,  as 
we  are  supporting  the  case  to  the  utmost. — W. 
Calll'ut.  , 

Wbnlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — On  the  22nd  we  had  a  good  show  by 
the  following  members  ;  Mr.  Lee,  bream  ;  Mr.  Styman, 
bream  ;  Mr.  Milton,  roach :  and  Mr.  Renn,  roach  and 
dace.  We  fish  our  final  peg-down  match  for  nine 
prizes  at  Bourne  End  on  October  6,  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  muster. — H.  Heir. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  the  Black  Boy, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — Our  annual  dinner 
and  prize  outing  will  be  held  at  the  Rye  House  on 
September  29,  at  6  p.m.  Mr.  E.  Anderson  weighed  in 
a  bream  from  the  Lea,  .51b.  13oz  ;  Mr.  Sparling,  dace 
and  roach. — Alfred  G.  Hill. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Broadway,  Stratford,  E.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  last  week  ; — Messrs.  Bowles,  Simmons, 
Homer,  Tyler,'  T.  Miller,  Sharp,  Newton,  jun..  Seal, 
Pummell,  Hall,  P.  W.  Hartt  (roach).  Turner,  and 
Pethurst  (roach  and  bream).  I  hope  members  will 
attend  in  force  for  our  roving  match  at  Burnt_  Mill  on 
Sept.  29. — R.  Pethurst. 
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GKESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


•  Theee  was  only  a  small  meeting  of  members  again 
'ii  Tuesday  evening,  when  Mr.  G.  J.  Eiches  occupied 
iie  chair.  A  small  party  had  arranged  to  visit  Leigh 
for  the  day's  fishing  and  fairly  good  sport  had  been 
experienced,  but  only  two  put  in  an  appearance  at 
headquarters  with  their  fish.  The  general  reports  of 
recent  angling  experiences  were  as  follows  : — Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  one  trout  of  eighteen  and  a  half  inches  from 
the  society's  water,  and  another  member  one  of 
sixteen  inches  ;  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  at  Leigh,  with  three 
friends  slightly  over  one  hundredweight  of  flounders, 
etc.,  about  eight  going  quite  IJlb.  each,  and  only 
three  undersized  fish  were  amongst  the  catch,  these 
latter  being  returned  —  a  remarkably  good  day. 
Several  members  were  at  Chesham  on  Saturday 
(Sept.  21),  but  the  weather  was  so  wet  that  fishing 
was  quite  useless.  Mr.  Bentley,  Mr.  Taylor  and 
friend  at  Leigh  had  flat-fish  ;  Mr.  Buckingham 
flat-fish,  and  Mr.  Marshall  about  101b.  weight  of 
flounders  from  Leigh,  Mr.  Allen  121b.  14oz.,  Mr. 
Borthwick  121b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr.  Beau- 
mont about  171b.  each.  Mr.  Hicks  had  some  nice 
dace  from  Hertford.  Mr.  Gibson  seven  good  dace,  and 
Mr.  Connellan  a  few  dace,  but  he  did  not  find  them 
rising  well  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Hayward  had  over  .41b. 
of  roach  on  a  poor  day  at  Kelvedon.  Whiting  are  in 
at  Deal,  as  no  doubt  will  be  gathered  from  another 
page  of  this  journal.  Mr.  H.  H.  Lewis  had  a  couple  of 
days  last  week,  taking  the  first  day  seventeen  score 
and  five  whiting  and  five  codling,  largest  just  over 
51b.,  this  in  four-and-a-half  hours  ;  the  next  day 
ten  score  and  two  whiting  in  four  hours.  The  fish 
were  of  good  size  for  thus  early  in  the  year.  Mr. 
Beaumont,  writing  from  Great  Yarmouth,  states  that 
the  rivers  and  broads  are  in  the  pink  of  condition.  He 
has  recently  fished  at  various  places,  and  had  bags 
of  from  thirty-six  to  ninety-five  good  fish  up  to  3^1b. 
each.  One  afternoon  in  four  hours  he  accounted  for 
seventy  good  roach  and  bream.  The  rivers  near 
London  being  so  low  and  bright  just  now  it  is  quite 
refreshing  to  know  of  some  place  where  fish  may  be 
had.  An  appeal  was  received  from  the  hon.  secretary 
of  the  Thames  Angling  Defence  Fund  for  sub- 
scriptions towards  expenses  in  defending  the  action 
brought  by  Sir  Roger  Palmer  against  Andrews  to 
restrain  him  from  fishing  certain  portions  of  the 
River  Thames.  Due  consideration  was  given  to  the 
subject,  and  it  was  then  decided  to  ask  the  members 
to  contribute  sums  of  2s.  6d.  each,  for  which  purpose 
the  list  will  remain  open  for  some  weeks  to  come. 
This  will  only  be  any  initial  subscription,  and  as  time 
goes  on  and  the  probable  course  of  the  case  and  its  legal 
expenses  become  known  the  society  will  then  have  an 
opportunity  if  need  be  of  again  and  yet  again  assisting. 
There  was  only  a  small  meeting,  as  already  stated, 
yet  the  subscription  sheet  was  filled,  thus  proving  the 
practical  sympathy  of  the  society  with  the  deter- 
mination to  carry  the  case  through.  On  Saturday 
(to-day)  there  is  the  closing  dinner  at  Chesham,  and 
I  hope  a  good  number  will  be  down.  One  of  the 
stretches  will  be  drawn  and  the  fish  removed  during 
the  day,  and  those  willing  to  render  assistance  will  be 
welcome.  Committee  meeting  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  1). 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the  proceedings. 
Manchester  Hotel,  J.  H.  Walkee, 

Aldersgate-street,  E.C.  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  general  meeting  of  members  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  25, 
at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Croft  Handley  in  the  chair,  the  minutes 
of  the  meeting  of  Sept.  16  were  read  and  confirmed. 
The  secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents 
at  Deal,  Eastbourne,  East  Looe,  Penzance,  and 
Southwold.  Mr.  Parker  reported  having  been  fishing 
at  Torquay,  hoping  for  large  pollack,  but  saw  none, 
took  none,  and,  as  far  as  he  could  hear,  no  one 
else  did.  Mackerel  was  there  in  plenty,  but  very 
small  in  size  ;  was  railing  with  mackerel  and  mussel 
as  bait,  plenty  of  the  latter  obtainable,  using  the 
tongue  and  beard -only.  Mr.  Minchin  had  been  fishing 
at  East  Looe  with  but  poor  results,  owing  to  the  bad 
weather.  One  day  he  took  a  lot  of  mackerel,  another 
day  a  pollack  and  more  mackerel,  tried  fruitlessly  for 
bass,  caught  more  mackerel,  twenty  pollack  of 
from  81b.  to  121b. — one  of  141b. ;  and  his  son  a  coalfish 
of  191b.  and  a  Dory  of  41b.  Subsequently  he  took  two 
or  three  congers,  a  red  gurnard,  wrasse,  and  sea 
bream  up  to  21b.  Reported  that  if  the  weather 
settled  there  would  be  a  good  time  at  Looe, 
the  mackerel  coming  in  of  good  size.  Mr.  Mallett 
read  a  communication  from  Parkestone  (near 
Bournemouth)  reporting  that  the  gale  had  upset 
the  tides,  but  had  sent  the  fish  in  and  cleared  the 
water.  Some  good  cod  had  been  caught,  6Jllj.  and 
51b.  ;  conger,  three  of  51b.,  one  of  13;}lb.  and  IGJlb.  ; 
and  average  daily  catches  of  whiting  and  bass,  four 
and  a  half  dozen.  Bass  swarming  this  autumn,  one 
of  Bifb.,  111b.,  and  131b.  taken.  Prospects  for  October 
very  good.    The  chairman  related  his  experiences  rock 


fishing  at  Aberdeen,  describing  it  as  a  dangerous  pro- 
ceeding, much  climbing  being  requisite,  and  the  usual 
sea-rods  of  no  use,  long  twenty-foot  bamboos  being 
necessary.  Tried  boat  fishing  with  poor  results, 
baiting  with  mussel  and  green  crab.  OH  the  sands, 
took  only  a  few  small  sand-dabs,  and  at  (Hrdler 
Ness  off  the  harbour  fishing  with  an  extraordinary 
tackle  called  a  "  murderer,"  caught  only  small  cod- 
ling. Mr.  Tucker  and  his  son  had  been  fishing  at 
Leigh ;  caught  one  and-a-half  score  flounders  and 
plenty  of  small  whiting  —  produced  a  peculiar 
double-sided  flat-fish  rounded  on  both  sides  and 
coloured  on  both  sides,  eye  on  top  ;  and  had  caught 
a  double-sided  flounder  with  eye  similarly  placed. 
Dr.  Patterson,  instead  of  going  to  Leigh  as  he 
had  intended,  went  to  Deal,  and  fishing  with  Messrs. 
G.  Read  Clarke  and  Linfoot  took  some  fine  codling;  next 
day,  off  the  Bank  Buoy,  ten  score  and  seven  whiting, 
as  good  as  those  caught  in  November  last  year ; 
two  score  whiting,  weighed  2(Mlb.  cleaned ;  caught 
no  codling,  but  they  promised  well.  Whiting  were  in 
rather  poor  condition  though  big  ;  had  been  feeding 
mainly  on  crab  and  small  fry — some  cut  up  smelts 
also  ;  baited  with  mackerel  until  tide  eased,  then  with 
lug.  Mr.  Mignot  had  had  very  bad  weather  at  Bally- 
cotton,  getting  only  two  days' fishing  out  of  18.  With 
Mr.  INIiguot,  senr.,  Mr.  Hearn,  tried  in  the  Gut, 
though  blowing  hard  ;  caught  bream,  whiting,  and  a 
101b.  pollack,  some  fifty  fish,  including  a  shark.  The 
customary  toast  of  success  to  the  society,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  closed  the 
meeting.  W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


With  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  in  the  chair,  a  good  attend- 
ance of  members,  and  an  unusually  beautifully  marked 
Colne  trout  to  admire,  Monday's  meeting  was  interest- 
ing and  enjoyable  from  all  points  of  view.  The  vice- 
president  himself  had  killed  the  trout,  which  was  a 
21b.  'Joz.  fish.  Its  body,  gill  covers,  and  fins  were  all 
profusely  spotted,  the  opinion  being  that  it  was  a 
descendant  from  the  original  Colne  trout  before  new 
blood  was  introduced  into  the  river.  In  addition  to 
this  pretty  specimen,  Mr.  Brown  had  a  chub  of  21b.  loz., 
taken  with  the  fly.  A  great  number  of  perch  had  been 
caught  at  Uxbridge,  but  were,  for  the  most  part, 
returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  R.  Bradford  was  amongst 
the  most  successful  anglers  in  this  quarter.  He 
bagged  a  baker's  dozen,  but  retained  a  leash  only, 
weighing  a  trifle  over  31b.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had 
tried  hard  to  induce  the  roach  to  feed,  as  it  was 
naturally  expected  they  would  do  after  the  copious 
rains  which  had  obtained.  He  toiled  all  one  day  and 
came  away  empty,  and  on  Monday  repeated  the  experi- 
ment— not  catching  a  fish  worth  basketing.  He  had, 
however,  five  or  six  different  kinds  of  fish  to  his  credit 
not  big  enough  to  transfer  to  the  bag.  Mr.  Frank 
Ward  had  been  to  a  private  part  of  the  Colne  with 
Mt.  R.  Bradford,  but  the  twain  had  had  the  poorest  of 
sport.  On  the  Lambourn  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  took  one 
trout.  He,  with  several  other  members  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  included),  spoke  of  the  excellency  and 
completeness  of  the  arrangements  at  the  new  head- 
quarters at  the  Cottage,  Newbury,  and  bore  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  Mrs.  Baxter  was  doing  everything 
possible  towards  the  comfort  of  members.  Mr.  George 
J.  Chatterton  brought  up  and  presented  to  the  library 
a  copy  of  his  lecture  on  grayling,  delivered  before 
the  society  on  the  last  day  of  1900.  It  had  been 
splendidly  bound  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  the  hon. 
librarian,  and  both  the  donor  of  the  work  and  the 
binder  were  warmly  thanked — one  for  the  book  itself, 
and  the  other  for  the  artistic  taste  displaj-ed  in 
covering  it.  It  should  have  been  mentioned  last  week 
that  Mr.  Frank  Ward's  five-guinea  silver  cup  had  been 
on  view  to  give  members  an  incentive  and  fillip  to 
compete  for  it.  This  trophy  is  for  the  best  half 
dozen  dace  caught  with  the  fly,  and  exhibited  on  any 
Monday  evening.  They  may  be  taken  on  a  Saturday, 
Sunday,  or  Monday,  and  from  any  water,  public  or 
private.  It  is  getting  a  little  late  in  the  day  for  fly 
fishing  for  dace,  but  it  is  hoped  some  energetic 
piscatorial  will  make  a  bold  bid  for  Mr.  Ward's  hand- 
some prize.    It  is  well  worth  winning.       M.  de  C. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Trustees'  Cup  Competition. 
This  will  be  held  on  Sept.  29  in  the  Association's  private 
water,  the  (jrand  Junction  Canal,  at  King's  Laugley  ; 
train  leaves  Euston  at  9.0  a.m.,  and  Willesden  at 
9.7  a.m.  In  addition  to  the  conditions  mentioned  in 
last  week's  Qa^ette,  all  fishing  to  be  from  towpath 
side  only — pope,  bleak,  trout  and  eels  barred.  Mrs. 
Sowerbatts,  of  Commercial-street,  E,,  has  offered  a 
prize,  value  15s. ;  winner  by  attending  the  shop  may 
make  his  own  selection.  The  competition  is  free  to 
all  members  of  the  Association  and  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  as  many  members  as  possible  competing. 

R.  G.  Woodruff. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  p.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Sept.  25.  The  subscription  sheet  received  from 
the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund  was  submitted  to 
the  meeting  and  subscribed  to  with  absolute 
una,nimity.  Mr.  F.  .J.  Hudd,  wlio  is  away  on  a  fishing 
holiday  in  Scotland,  has  had  some  grand  sport,  taking 
on  his  best  day  up  to  date  twenty-six  fine  perch  and 
nine  brace  of  trout  -best  fish  21b.  Sport  in  the  home 
counties  has  been  rather  slack,  and  the  club  fishery 
has  yielded  the  best  results,  Mr.  J.  Parsons  having 
taken  therefrom  good  roach,  perch,  and  fine  dace  from 
So/,,  to  lloz.  each,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Clements  a  numbei- 
of  fish,  although  nothing  noteworthy.  Mr.  J.  Potti.-r 
has  taken  roach  from  other  waters,  and  Mr.  G.  Westrup 
dace  and  some  good  roach  from  the  Ivel.         G.  W. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMIU-KKS. 

Whiting  fishing  has  been  in  full  swing  for  the  past 
fortnight  and  boat  fishermen  have  been  having  a  good 
time  of  it.  The  fish  have  now  come  well  up  the  river 
and  some  good  catches  have  been  taken  olT  the  Cat 
House.  Sept.  22  was  a  glorious  day;  between  thirty 
and  forty  boats  were  out  between  Pin  Mill  and  Stratton 
Bight,  and  considerably  more  than  this  number  in 
Harwich  Harbour  ;  old  hands  say  they  have  never  seen 
such  a  sight  on  the  river  before.  All  the  favourite 
spots  were  well  fished  and  those  who  commenced 
early  on  the  ebb  returned  with  good  baskets.  The 
fish  in  the  river  are  running  somewhat  small,  but  i 
have  seen  some  very  fair  specimens.  Amongst  the 
catches  recorded  are : — Messrs.  King,  Price,  and 
Sparkes,  Sept.  14,  six  score;  Mr.  (1.  W.  Bailey  and 
friend,  Sept.  21,  six  score;  Messrs.  King,  Elli.ss.'West- 
gate,  and  Sparkes,  Sept.  20,  eight  and  a  half  score ; 
Messrs.  E.  and  A.  King,  Sept.  22,  ten  score.  •  A 
gentleman  and  two  friends  fishing  on  Saturday  oft'  the 
Beach  End  caught  ten  score,  amongst  them  a  few 
scaling  over  lib.  H.  C.  Westgate. 


MRS.   ELDRJDGE'S  A.MP.ERLEY 
COMPETITJON. 

September  22,  1901. 

BEAUTiFai.  weather  favoured  the  anglers  and  friends 
who  journeyed  to  Amberley  on  Sept.  22  to  take  part  in 
"  Eldridge's  Annual  Competition,"  for  which  there 
were  nearly  two  hundred  entries,  and  some  very  nice 
fish  were  shown  at  the  weighing  in  at  W.  Duke's, 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn.  The  following  were  successful 
in  winning  prizes  : — 

1.  C.  Watling  (Great  Northern  Brothers),  171b. 

2.  E.  Briggs  (Brompton),  101b.  13oz. 

3.  J.  Osborne  (Unattached),  9lb.  6foz. 

4.  T.  Evans  (Lincoln),  51b.  7aoz. 

5.  F.  Wild  (Dalston). 

6.  A.  Morgan  (Dalston). 

7.  J.  Wigley  (Bermondsey). 

8.  J.  Wayley  (Hatcham). 

9.  C.  Randall  (Great  Northern). 

10.  P.  Purle  (Great  Northern). 

11.  W.  Bray  (Unattached). 

12.  W.  Stooker  (Bloomsbury). 
18.  A.  Wilkes  (Islington). 

14.  T.  Archill  (Great  Northern). 

15.  J.  Winter  (Hatcham). 

16.  A.  Baxter  (Albion). 

17.  C.  Wild  (Dalston). 

18.  Templeman  (Walham  Green). 

19.  Collins  (Bermondsey  Inst.). 

20.  C.  Large  (Great  Northern). 

21.  J.  Fitch  (Great  Northern). 

22.  Dimsdale  (Unattached). 

23.  F.  Barker  (Blackfriars). 

24.  Lambath  (Amicable  Waltonians). 

25.  T.  Donaldson  (St.  Albans). 

26.  P.  AUum  (South  Bermondsey). 

Mr.  C.  Watling  won  the  prize  given  by  the  Brighton 
Club  for  the  largest  roach,  and  Mr.  Briggs  won  Mr. 
Sparrow's  prize  for  the  largest  bream. 

Mrs.  Eldridge's  son,  Alfred,  handed  the  prizes  to  the 
successful  competitors,  and  the  duties  of  stewards, 
which  gave  every  satisfaction,  were  carried  out  hy 
Messrs.  G.  H.  Franklin,  .J.  Fitch,  P.  Vanagan,  P. 
Newton,  and  C.  Watling. 

Unfortunately,  the  pleasure  of  the  day  was  marred 
by  the  sad  accident  which  befell  our  brother  angler, 
'J\  Benny,  of  the  Islington  Brothers,  who  was  walking 
along  the  line  and  cut  to  pieces  by  a  passing  train.  .\ 
collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  mother,  and 
realised  £3  63.  Any  further  sum  will  be  gladly 
received  by  Mrs.  Eldridge,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown. 

G.  H.  Franklin. 


Parson  :  "  Boys,  boys  !  are  you  not  ashamed  to  be 
playing  here  on  the  Sabbath?"  Boys:  "  V-yes,  sir  I 
but  they  won't  let  us  kids  onter  the  golf  links !  " 
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I'HE  hon.  secretaries  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  A.  A.  (Messrs.  Dowsett  and  Scott)  have 
issued  their  list  of  fixtures  for  sea  fishing.  The  dates 
are  Sept.  18,  25  ;  Oct.  2,  9,  2.3,  30 ;  Nov.  G,  10,  20,  27  ; 
Dec.  4  and  18.  The  time  of  high  water  for  each  date 
and  also  the  times  of  trains  is  given,  forming  a  very 
handy  pocket  reference  for  those  interested. 


Mr.  p.  Hltchins  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Cambridge 
Friendly  Anglers)  tells  me  that  three  of  his  members 
have  just  returned  from  a  holiday  on  the  Waveney  at 
Beccles.  They  had  excellent  sport  among  the  roach 
and  bream  (roach  l^lb.  and  21b.).  He  lecommends 
the  Waveney  Hotel ;  good  host  and  hostess,  every 
comfort,  and  reasonable  charges.  Mr.  Finch  will  put 
anglers  on  to  the  swims  aad  boats,  and  "  Daddy  "  will 
ook  after  the  tackle.  Having  fished  the  Waveney 
at  Beccles  and  sampled  the  Waveney  Hotel,  I  can 
corroborate  all  that  Mr.  Hutchins  has  said. 


In  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  article  in  the 
Scliuoima.-^lcr  entitled  "In  and  about  Trieste,"  the 
author  relates  the  eerie  effect  of  a  subterranean 
ramble  among  the  various  caves.  Speaking  of  the 
Adelsberger  cave,  he  says:  "It  is  in  these  oaves  that 
the  Proieus,  or  eyeless  fish,  is  found.  This  queer 
creature,  one  of  the  most  marked  instances  of  the 
influence  of  environmeut  on  form  and  function,  has 
in  the  process  of  time,  from  living  in  the  dark,  be- 
come blind.  Its  shape  has  become  eel-like,  'and 
instead  of  fins  it  has  developed  four  tiiii/  legs,  while 
Its  gills,  instead  of  lying  close  to  the  head,  stand  out 
branch-like.  It  is  of  a  pinky-greyish  colour,  and  some 
of  the  specimens  I  saw  were  nearly  a  foot  in  length. 
Altogether,  in  shape,  colour,  and  characteristics,  it  is 
a  fitting  denizen  for  this  subterranean  world." 


"J.  H."  writes:-— "I  very  much  regret  having  to 
report  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  Collinson,  the  keeper  to  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association.  In  him 
this  association  have  lost  a  valuable  servant  as  a 
breeder  of  trout,  and  also  a  genial  and  most  enthu- 
siastic attendant  on  anglers  whilst  fishing,  and 
they  will  have  some  difficulty  in  replacing  so 
useful  a  man.  His  remains  were  interred  on  Sept  20 
at  Trinity  Churchyard,  Matlock  Bath." 


This  is  from  that  smart  contemporary  The  Dog 
World,  and  was  culled  from  the  Ane  des  Betes:  "A 
peasant  sold  fourteen  sheep,  and  agreed  with  the  buyer 
that  the  dog  which  had  accompanied  the  flock  should 
form  part  of  the  purchase.  Mixing  the  sheep  witli 
some  one  hundred  and  thirty  others,  the  bu\  er  left  witli 
them  and  the  dog  for  his  village  some  distance  awav 
Night  came  on,  and  the  dog  decided  to  turn  back.  He 
managed,  unnoticed,  to  sort  out  the  fourteen  sheep 
and  safely  escort  them  back  to  the  old  quarters. 
Since  then  the  sheep  have  been  handed  over  again,  but 
the  dog  has  been  retained."  °  ' 


Now  I'm  willing  to  purchase  that  dog  if  the  price 
IS  not  prohibitive.  I  had  one  about  three  years  ago. 
It  was  fond  of  beef  (raw)  and  used  to  follow  its  mistress 
to  the  butcher's.  Of  course  the  "  joints  "  were  always 
sent  home,  but  my  "  dawg"  invariably  found  something 
nice  about  the  shop,  and  was  his  own  carrier.  Well 
he  was  the  cheapest  dog  to' keep  that  we  ever  had.  At 
last  M.  le  boiicher  caught  him  flagrante  delicto  (I  mean 
in  the  meat  mart),  and  there  was  a  terrible  fuss  It 
was  explained  that  the  dog  had  been  lespeotablv 
brought  up ;  that  it  always  followed  the  children  to 
Sunday  School ;  and  although  it  was  compelled  to 
remain  on  the  mat  until  they  came  out,  it  really 
ought  to  have  known  that  honesty  was  the  best  policy 
The  butcher  bought  that  dog  cheap,  and  the  dog 
supplied  the  "old  firm"  dailv  with  some  choice 
samples— dropped  them  down  the  area,  and  back  to 
the  shop,  waiting  the  opportunity  to  seize  more  We 
must  not  have  that  dog  back.  The  butcher  will  sell 
What  offers  ? 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland 
writes  :-  "  Dear  Drag.— I  am  so  sorry  to  hear  you  say 
you  have  been  so  unwell,  and  sincerely  hope  you  will 
get  better  soon.  I  myself  have  also  been  very  delicate 
for  fully  a  year  from  the  effects  of  a  bronchial  attack 
which  has  nearly  made  me  '  reel  up '  every  inch  of 
line.  You  know,  dear  Drag,  when  a  fellow  has 
passed  the  70th  milestone,  or  the  three  score  and  ten 
years,  as  I  have  done,  how  easy  it  is  for  that  demon 
angler.  King  Death,  to  land  him.  Let  us  both  hope 
that  we  may  baflle  the  rod  this  time.  Next  week  I 
shall  have  a  lot  to  tell  you  about  my  four  tame  otters 
and  Irish  water  spaniel  puppy  that  I  sold  to  the  young 
American  heiress,  who  sent  me  a  blank  cheque  for  the 
group.  She  has  also  invited  me  over  to  see  her  private 
collection  of  pets  and  wild  animals,  but  at  present  1 
durst  not  cross  the  Atlantic  because  of  the  undesired 


hated  hold  which  the  bronchitis  has  upon  me." 
[Thanks,  Mr.  S.  J.  H.  I  know  what  you  mean,  but 
don't  talk  of  "reeling  up!"  ,  I've  got  another  100 
yards  of  line  on  yet.  You  tell'  that  "  King  "  of  yours 
to  try  his  skill  somewhere  else. J 


A  FINE  bass  was  caught  off  the  end  of  the  West 
Pier,  Brighton,  awhile  ago,  and  the  contents  of  its 
stomach  revealed,  amongst  other  garbage,  the  half  of 
an  undigested  ham  sandwich,  with  the  outline  of  the 
bites  of  the  previous  owner  on  it !  Some  may  say  the 
bite  marks  were  made  by  the  bass,  but  with  their  large 
gape  they  are  not  the  fish  to  "make  two  bites  at  a 
farthing  cheesecake"  (as  they  say  in  Yorkshire). 
Agum,  some  may  suggest  that  a  workman's  "  Bass  " 
was  fished  up,  with  half  a  sandwich  in  it !  Vile 
insinuation  !  No,  the  bass,  and  the  half-bitten  sand- 
wich in  its  stomach,  is  from  the  most  reliable  source 
of  information. 


Mr.  a.  G.  Smith,  .secretary  of  the  South  Londou 
Anglers'  United  Vi^-iting;  Li^t,  writes:— "The  next 
delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday,  Oct.  4,  at 
the  Stockweli  Angling  Society,  Duke  >.f  Cambridge, 
Tliorne  Road,  South  Lambeth  KoaJ,  to  make  final 
arrangements  lor  match,  ;v  prizes,  etc.  All  subs,  for 
this  season  mu.^t  be  paid  by  clubs  competing.  Will 
delegates  kindly  bring  same,  aUo  ticket  money,  etc." 


Wklcome,  "  Shamkock  Skconp." 
I  AM  just  a  plain  old  sailorman 

Who  loves  the  sea  and  sky, 
The  Coiistitation  is  my  boat. 

And  proud  of  her  am  I. 
But  I  saw  the  British  yacht  come  in 

With  all  her  canvas  set. 
And  on  a  sweeter  craft  these  eyes 

Have  never  lighted  yet. 
So  graceful  was  her  curving  bow, 

So  tall  her  taper  mast. 
So  wide  and  white  the  snowy  cloud 

Her  sails  above  her  cast. 
I  yearned  to  feel  her  rushing  keel 

Divide  the  foaming  seas. 
And  hear  the  spars  and  rigging  sing 

Before  a  spanking  breeze. 
We've  kept  the  cup  for  fifty  years; 

I  think  we'll  keep  it  still 
If  the  Constitution  does  her  best, 

And  that  she  surely  will. 
But  Sluimrock  Second,  if  it  goes 

Across  the  billows  blue. 
It's  certaia  that  we  cannot  lose 

To  a  better  boat  than  you. 

— Leslie's  Weekly . 


Mit.  Cecil  Lumlev  received  from  Mr.  T.  J.  Hamp, 
of  the  Holborn  llestauraut,  an  offer  of  the  free  use  of 
tbe  King's  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  of 
anglers  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  be  held  on 
Friday,  October  I,  to  protest  auamst  tlje  claim  to  a 
solei  right  of  fishing  in  the  Thames  from  Maiden- 
head Bridge  to  Boulter's  Lock  put  forward  by  Sir 
Roger  Palmer,  who  is  applying  to  the  High  Court  for 
an  injunction  against  a  local  fisherman,  and,  by  in- 
ference, the  public,  for  a  declaration  that  he  has  the 
sole  right  of  fishing  there  and  the  costs  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. A  powerful  committee  has  been  formed  to 
help  the  fisherman  to  resist  Sir  R.  Palmer's  action. 
Those  wishing  to  support  the  committee  should 
communicate  with  Mr.  Lumley,  CO,  Great  Portland- 
street,  W. 


With  respect  to  the  terrible  death  of  Mr.  T.  Benny 
which  occurred  on  Sept.  22,  it  transpired  at  the 
inquest  that  no  blame  attached  to  the  railway 
company.  Many  angles  fishing  Amberley  are  in  the 
habit  of  taking  a  short  cut  to  the  river  by  walking 
along  the  line  for  a  considerable  distance.  In  the 
present  case  there  were  between  thirty  and  forty 
hurrying  to  secure  the  best  positions.  The  deceased,  a 
faster  walker,  was  apparently  ahead  of  tbe  remainder, 
and  when  the  train  by  which  he  met  his  untimely  deatli 
was  approaching  he  was  passing  over  a  bridge  which 
spanned  the  river.  This  bridge,  it  was  shewn,  is  only 
sufficiently  wide  for  the  passing  of  two  trains,  and  the 
deceased  was  no  doubt  caught  between  the  engine  and 
the  side  of  the  bridge,  unable,  when  he  realised  his 
perilous  position,  to,^go  forward  or  return.  Notice- 
boards  Warning  trespassers,  it  was  stated,  were  placed 
in  several  positions  on  the  line  near  the  spot.  Mr. 
Herbert,  the  seeietary  of  the  club  to  which  Mr.  Denny 
belonged  (Islington  Brothers),  says  that  his  widow 
mother  is  in  very  straitened  circumstances,  and  the 
club  are  arranging  a  concert  on  her  behalf.  The 
deceased  was  a  good  sportsman,  aged  27,  and  unmarried. 
It  IS  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  the  "  benefit  "  will  be 
successful. 


Rats,  weasels,  stoats,  and  hawks  all  put  together, 
says  the  Shooliny  Times,  are  nothing  like  so  destruc- 


tive as  the  sneaking  and  rascally  black-coated  inhabi- 
tants of  the  woods.  The  carrion  crow  is  the  blight 
and  curse  of  every  spot  it  visits  or  fixes  upon  for  its 
nest.  Endless  are  the  tales  we  could  tell  of  its  depre- 
dations in  one  part  of  Britain  or  another  from  personal 
experience,  or  second-hand  from  the  lips  of  keepers. 
Three  times  this  year  have  we  seen  a  hen  leave  her 
nest  with  the  usual  cackle  and  a  waiting  crow  fly  away 
with  the  egg  and  devour  it  before  our  eyes.  The  field- 
glass  revealed  the  fact  that  the  delinquent  was  a  crow, 
and  not  a  rook,  though  in  one  casein  Scotland  it  was  the 
hooded  crow,  and  not  the  carrion.  Of  Exmoor  Forest 
we  cannot  speak,  but  Dartmoor  should  supply  every- 
that  grouse  require,  if  some  unobserved  danger  does' 
not  threaten  the  bird.  If  such  a  trouble  exists,  it  is  a 
matter  for  a  specialist  to  discover  and  remedy.  Grouse 
are  not  likely  to  be  a  success  on  Dartmoor  or  Exmoor 
unless  they  are  fully  protected,  until  a  native  stock 
has  been  raised. 


The  way  to  introduce  grouse  and  protect  them  is 
simple  enough  when  rightly  understood.  The  inter- 
ested moor  owners  should  form  a  game  syndicate. 
Those  proprietors  who  have  ne  ther  inclination  to 
stock  and  preserve  their, own  heather  stretches  nor 
possess  the  ready  money  for  the  purpose,  should  let 
their  shooting  and  fishing  rights,  if  possible,  to  a 
powerful  syndicate  of  local  and  interested  brother 
proprietors.  Stamping  out  poachers  and  vermin  and 
fitting  the  ground  for  carrying  a  full  head  of  game  is 
no  ideal  folly,  as  the  North  of  England  and  Scotland 
show.  Where  there  is  fair  fishing  to  vary  the  sport, 
though  the  shooting  of  grouse  is  strictly  limited  to  a 
fixed  number,  from  one  guinea  to  two  guineas  a  brace 
is  the  usual  charge,  according  to  the  fishing  and 
shooting-box  accommodation.  With  regard  to  the 
latter  suggestion  we  believe  that  much  of  the  land  is 
held  by  the  Duchy,  but  arrangements  as  to  licences  or 
the  suspension  of  existing  ones  could  be  made. 


Fishing  on  Sept.  22  at  Walton-on-Thames,  Mr.  A. 
Wood  (late  2nd  Surrey  A.  S.)  had  excellent  sport 
among  roach  and  dace— roach  up  to  lib.  and  dace  to 
lOoz.  A  barbel  of  41b.  succumbed  to  fine  roach  tackle. 
R.  Watford,  fisherman,  was  the  puntsman,  and  Mr. 
Wood  speaks  very  highly  indeed  of  his  willingness 
and  ability  to  wait  upon  his  patrons.  "  R.  Watford, 
Walton-on-Thames,"  will  find  him;  I  know  where  to 
find  him,  and  have  done  for  many  years ;  those  who 
do  not  know  him  should  make  an  early  acquaintance. 


Theodore  Roosevelt's  account  of  his  mountain- 
lion  hunt  last  winter  in  Colorado  will  appear  in  the 
October  and  November  numbers  of  Senljiier'.s,  under 
the  title  "  With  the  Cougar  Hounds."  Tbe  heroes  of 
the  chase  are  the  intelligent  hounds  who  are  trained 
to  chase  the  cougar  and  lynx  into  the  trees.  A  great 
deal  of  new  information  in  regard  to  the  cougar  is 
contained  in  the  first  of  these  articles,  which  is  a 
valuable  contribution  to  natural  history.  Both 
articles  will  be  fully  illustrated  from  photographs  by 
Philip  K.  Stewart,  who  was  one  of  the  hunting  party. 
Stewart  was  a  well-known  Yale  athlete. 


Be  my  note  of  last  week  about  the  Fish  and  Eels,  I 
am  informed  that  this  establishment  has  much 
improved  with  the  change  of  proprietorship,  having 
been  taken  over  by  Mr.  T.  B.  Stanford  (late  of  St. 
Albans'.  The  house  has  been  rebuilt,  and  is  in  every 
way  the  place  to  spend  a  "  happy  day." 


Trade  in  fresh- water  fish  (says  the  American  ^'is/nw^ 
Gazette)  should  be  good  for  the  next  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  Jewish  New  Year  comes  to-day  (Saturday, 
Sept.  14),  This  is  followed  by  the  Day  of  Atonement, 
Sept.  23,  and  from  Sept.  28  to  Oct.  6  the  Feast  of 
Tabernacles  will  be  held.  Fish  must  be  had  for  these 
feasts,  and  dealers  are  looking  for  a  good  trade,  as  the 
Jews  prefer  large,  fresh-water  fish,  although  not  always 
the  most  expensive  varieties.  These  holidays  have 
little  effect  on  the  salt-water  fish  market,  as  no 
orthodox  Jew  will  eat  cod,  pollack,  hake,  eels,  etc. 
Occasionally  they  will  eat  salmon,  sea-bass,  or  smelts, 
but  this  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 


Mr.  H.  J.  TiBBATTS,  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  High-street, 
Maldon,  Essex,  writes :  "  Some  hundreds  of  people 
visited  the  Swan  Hotel  on  Wednesday  to  ^'iew  the 
"  catch  "  of  fish,  consisting  of  one  shark,  7ft.  long, 
and  weighing  2^cwt.  It  was  taken  in  the  River  Black- 
water,  between  Mersea  Island  and  Bradwell,  by  three 
fishermen  in  a  rowing  boat,  and  they  succeeded  in 
towing  it  up  Tollesbury  Fleets  alive.  This  is  the  first 
time  a  shark  has  been  taken  in  this  river  for  many 
years,  and  his  appearance  is  quite  unaccounted  for." 


Latest  from  New  York.  — Result  of  first  yacht 
race.  By  special  cable  :— Not  passed  the  Censor— The 
wish  is  father  to  the  thought  Shamrock  one, 
Columbia  too.  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Asso- 
ciation fished  their    annual  contest   on  Saturday 
(Sept.  21)  in  the  river  Trent,  at  Alrewas,  by  the 
kind  permission  of  the  Midland  Piscatorial  Society. 
Twenty-one  members  competed  for  prizes  to  the  value 
of  iiT,  given  by  the  association  as  a  reward  for  their 
labours  during  the  past  year.   The  contest  was  of  four 
hours'  duration,  and  fished  under  the  M.P.S.  rules. 
The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  some 
very  good  roach  were  taken  by  the  prize-winners,  who 
are  in  the  order  named:   J.  Rabone,  A.  Randall, 
B.  Holding,  H.  W.  Miller,  J.  Kirby,  B.  Egerton, 
W.  Bagley,  T.  Kingham,  J.  Dance  ;  Currie  and  Hughes 
tied  for  the  last  prize.   The  Birmingham  Heath  Society 
fished  their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  22  in  the  river 
Severn  at  Kemsey.    Eighty  members  took  part  in  the 
competition,,  which  W&s  of  three  hours'  duration,  and 
was  fished  under  the  Association  rules.    The  river  was 
in  fair  condition,  and  the  takes  of  fish  were  again  up 
to  the  average.    The  winner,  Mr.  T.  Kingham,  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  31b.  2^oz.    The  other  chief  winners 
are  in  the  order  named : — Mr.  Farrow,  Mr.  Wade, 
Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Steele,  and  Mr.  Polton.    Mr.  Clem 
Wainwright  acted  as  referee.    The  Fruitful  Vine 
Society    fished    a    bye-contest    on    Sept.    22  at 
Lenchford-on-Severn,  near  to  Stourport ;  twenty-six 
members  took  part  in  the  competition,  twenty  of 
whom  took  fish.    Mr.  J.  Grinudrod  was  first,  Mr.  S. 
Thompson    second,    Mr.   W.    Wittles    third.  The 
winner's  weight  was  lib.  6oz.    The  prizes  were  dis- 
tributed on  Tuesday  evening  last,  upon  which  occasion 
the  club  held  a  special  smoking  concert,  which  was 
well  attended.    The  Small  Heath  Club  fish  a  bye- 
contest  on  Oct.  6  next  at  Kingsbury,  when  prizes  to 
the  value  of  £15  will  be  competed  for.     The  Lamp 
Society  also  fish  a  bye-contest,  on  Oct.  6  next,  in  the 
Severn  at  the  Ketch,  near  to  Worcester.  Fishing 
during  the  week  has  been  very  fair.    The  roach 
and  dace  have  been  going  well    at    the  maggot 
on    the    Trent    and  Severn.     Stewed    wheat  has 
been  the  most  attractive  bait  on  the  Avon,  and  a 
few  chub  have  been  taken  from  the  latter  river 
with  the  worm.    Blood  and  brains  will  now  be  used 
on  the  Severn  by  the  Kidderminster  anglers  for  chub. 
The  pike  are  on  the  move,  and  our  members  are  look- 
ing forward  to  a  busy  time  ;  a  pike  of  81b.  was  taken 
on  Tuesday  from  the  New  Pool  at  Handsworth  Park, 
with  the  aid  of  a  trimmer.    Canal  fishing  has  been 
very  quiet  of  late,  nothing  worth  recording  having 
been  done.    The  clubs  are  finishing  up  their  contests 
for  prizes  left  on  band  from  their  annuals. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  the  whole  sport  is  probably  just  now  as  good  as 
it  has  been  at  any  previous  period  of  the  season.  The 
waters  are  in  capital  condition,  and  the  weather  is 
all  in  favour  of  successful  operations.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  not  surprising  that  a  large  body  of 
anglers  have  been  out.  The  Witham,  of  course,  has 
come  in  for  most  attention,  and  at  nearly  all  points  of 
the  river,  especially  on  the  middle  and  lower  reaches, 
hundreds  of  anglers  have  been  at  work.  Roach  fishing 
contimxes  remarkably  good,  and  some  particularly  fine 
fish  have  been  creeled.  In  the  Tattershall  and  Kirk- 
stead  districts  some  of  the  red  fins  have  run  over  lib. 
apiece  in  weight,  and  several  anglers  have  returned 
home  with  baskets  containing  as  much  as  201b.  and 
251b.  of  fish — the  result  of  a  day's  sport.  For  baits 
there  have  been  nothing  to  beat  the  maggot  and  creed 
wheat.  The  reports  from  the  minor  drains  in  the 
Boston  district  are  also  most  encouraging,  so  far  as 
roach  fishing  is  concerned.  The  Mount  Pleasant  drain 
—one  of  the  most  reliable  in  the  district— although 
perhaps  not  fishing  quite  so  well  as  it  did  last  season 
it  this  time,  is  yielding  very  well.  It  is  expected  that 
there  will  be  very  little  more  bream  fishing  anywhere. 
Forty-foot  subscribers  are  now  tm-ning  their  attention 
to  pike,  but  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  lower 
reaches,  the  waters  are  yet  too  weedy  to  permit  of  a 
successful  prosecution  of  sport.  Welland  anglers  are 
busy  in  the  Deeping  district,  and  a  Peterborough 
mgler  is  reported  to  have  recently  captured,  in  that 
seighbourhood,  a  roach  weighing  just  over  31b.  In 
iome  districts  the  waters  have  been  refreshed  by 
leavy  rains. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  the  past  week  or  so  several  of  our  local 
iocieties  have  decided  their  matches  on  the  River 
[judd,  and  participated  in  some  splendid  sport,  the 
ish  caught  being  chiefly  roach,  and  some  of  them 
)f  good  size,  scaling  from  Jib.  to  Jib.  each.— The 
Jniversal  Anghng  Association  fished  their  fourth 
md  last  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  between 
nrebeacon  and  Austin  Fen  on  Sept.  11,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Jarlow  taking  the  first  prize  with  121b.  2  Joz. ;  Mr.  j.  R. 
'Vard,  the  second,  with  101b.  4|bz. ;  Mr.  W. 'Grossland, 


the  third,  with  61b.  Joz. ;  and  Messrs.  Mark  Darby,  C. 
AUon,  and  Frank  Carle  the  next  three,  with  consider- 
ably over  51b.  of  fish  each ;  on  the  19th  the  West  Hull 
Angling  Association  decided  their  last  match  at  the 
same  place,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  being  again  to  the  front 
with  about  141b.  ;  Mr.  William  Grossland  coming  in 
second  with  101b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Frank  Carle,  third, 
81b.  15oz. ;  Mr.  Thos.  Bardsley,  81b.  3Joz. ;  and  Mr. 
G.  B.  Gheeseman,' 81b.  3oz.,  the  other  competitors 
having  some  very  good  takes  of  roach  and  perch.  Mr. 
R.  H.  Barlow  is  the  winner  of  the  Universal  Associa- 
tion's gold  medal  for  1901,  with  eleven  points  to  his 
credit  out  of  a  possible  twelve.  Some  very  good 
bream  and  roach  have  been  taken  on  the  river 
Ancholme  at  Ferriby  Sluice  and  Harkstow  Bridge 
during  the  week  by  anglers  from  Hull  and  district, 
and  on  the  river  Hull  at  Beverley  Beckend,  Weelferry, 
and  Wawne  some  grand  catches  of  roach  and  odd 
bream  of  good  size  are  being  taken.  On  Sept.  18  Mr. 
J.  Gheeseman  took  nineteen  good  roach  with  paste 
near  Wawne  ferry,  the  best  fish  scaling  close  upon 
lib.,  and  other  anglers  have  also  done  well  in  the 
lower  waters  at  Cicey,  Dunswell,  and  Gibraltar. 
Several  very  good  bream  and  odd  barbel  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  week  by  our  local  anglers  on  the 
River  Derwent  at  Bubwith,  Menthorpe  Ferry,  and 
Wressle  ;  and  several  anglers  have  visited  the  Market 
Weighton  Ganal  with  various  results,  but  the  fish  as  a 
rule  have  only  ran  small. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Clifton  Angling  Society  paid  a  visit  to  Astley 
on  Saturday  last  and  fished  their  annual  match  in  the 
canal.  Sport  was  fair.  The  following  took  prizes  : — 
Messrs.  Haywood,  J.  Crank,  Bramwell,  Haslam, 
Gibson,  Chapman,  and  Wolstencroft.  About  15,000 
trout  fry,  ex- Warrington,  were  safely  transferred 
to  the  new  rearing  ponds  at  Heatley.  The  result 
of  the  committee's  match  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  is  as  follows :  Gross  weight 
21b.  15oz.,  the  ten  prizes  going  to  Messrs.  J.  Bancroft, 
E.  Gilbert,  A.  Cook,  J.  Podmore,  jr.,  P.  Knight, 
W.  Brown,  W.  Unsworth,  P.  J.  Emson,  N.  Cook,  and  J. 
B.  Wood.  The  Boat  House  Anglers'  Society,  Irlam,  con- 
cluded the  season  on  Saturday  last  in  their  local  waters. 
Twelve  prizes  were  awarded.  A  report  from  the  Bollin 
reads :  "  River  still  very  low,  very  few  rods  out,  and  sport 
not  quite  up  to  the  average."  The  Stockport  County 
Anglers'  Association  disposed  of  their  7th  annual 
contest  at  Ellesmere  on  Monday  last  (Sept.  2.3). 
The  weights  were  fair,  and  nine  prizes  won. 
The  St.  Helens  Anglers,  at  an  important  meeting, 
granted  permits  for  three  matches  at  Leigh  and 
district  in  the  local  canal ;  the  events  are  being 
arranged  by  the  Tyldesly,  Standard  Mower,  and 
Stanley  Arms  Societies. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Cornbrook  Angling  Society  held  their  second 
contest  last  week-end  at  Poynton,  and  the  fifteen  prizes 
were  awarded,  the  first  six  going  to  Messrs.  Gibbon, 
Smith,  Simons,  Aukgrs,  Scotson,  and  Meadowcroft. 
Messrs.  F.  S.  Brilby,  H.  Matthews,  and  W.  Rowe  have 
been  paying  a  visit  to  Scarva  and  are  credited  with 
good  sport,  getting  as  much  as  501b.  of  fish  per  diem. 
The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  speak  of  their  second 
contest  as  a  very  enjoyable  event,  and  that  the  prizes 
were  awarded  to  Messrs.  J.  Bryant  (also  a  special), 
W.  Gibson,  Bartley,  Newton,  Hilton,  Nevitt,  Small- 
shaw,  J.  Newton,  J.  Mitchell,  Swann,  R.  Smith, 
and  Jones. — The  George  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
to  visit  Poynton  on  Oct.  5  to  fish  for  deferred  prizes. 
The  Moston  announce  that  their  headquarters  for 
the  future  are  at  the  Bricklayers'  Arms,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Beresford.  The  maiden  match 
of  the  Star  Angling  Society  has  been  a  most 
successful  event.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs. 
J.  Loydd,  W.  Hughes,  G.  Jones,  J.  Lawton, 
T.  Hassell,  J.  Eaton,  A.  Taylor,  R.  Billings,  and  W. 
Birch.  The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  at  their 
last  meeting  elected  the  executive  for  the  ensuing 
financial  year.  The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling 
Society  juniors  fished  a  match  last  week-end  and 
disposed  of  their  prizes. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  has  fallen  at  intervals,  but  the  Trent  on 
Wednesday  was  lower  than  ever.  Anglers  have  again 
been  after  barbel  with  greaves,  and  some  large  fish 
have  been  taken  at  Golwick,  Holme  Pierrepont,  Stoke, 
Fiskerton,  Flintham  Hills,  Besthorpe,  and  Gollingham. 
Mr.  H.  Pairbrother,  of  Long  Eaton,  has  creeled  a  splen- 
did lot  of  roach  and  bream  with  bread  paste  at  Sawley, 
and  amongst  other  roach  secured  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  mention  must  certainly  be  made  of  a  specimen 
going  within  a  fraction  of  lib.  12oz.  Members  of  the 
City  Piscatorial  Society  engaged  in  a  friendly  match 
for  valuable  prizes  at  Rolleston  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
The  usual  pegged-dowu  conditions  were  observed,  and 
after  fishing  three  hours  it  was  announced  that  the 
winner  of  the  previous  competition  (Mr.  E.  Winter- 
bottom)  was  again  successful,  being  followed  home  by  Mr. 
C.  Griffiths  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Wragg.  Mr.  Winterbottom's 
bag  consisted  of  51b.,  chiefly  of  roach  and  dace. 


Gentles  have  been  used  with  success  amongst  the  fish 
named  on  most  stretches  of  the  river.  Pike  troUers 
have  landed  fish  at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills,  and 
the  season  becomes  general  on  the  1st  proximo.  At 
Cavendish  Bridge  last  Saturday  afternoon  Mr.  T.  K. 
Birks  had  about  two  stone  of  handsome  roach  to 
creed  wheat.  P'ew  barljcl  appear  of  late  to  have  been 
killed  on  the  Shardlow  waters. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Taking  matters  all  round  fishing  has  been  fairly 
good.  The  Witham  is  now  very  low  and  clear,  vet 
sport  has  been  very  fair.  Roach  have  taken '  tlie 
maggot  and  wheat,  and  fish  have  been  secured  of 
over  a  pound  weight.  Pike  anglers  have  been  busy  in 
the  Witham,  and  fish  have  been  grassed  with  live  bait. 
RIount  Pleasant  and  the  P.oston  waters  have  likewise 
yielded  some  nice  roach.  P.ream  are  roaming  about 
and  anglers  have  failed  to  locate  the  shoals,  only  single 
fish  being  caught  here  and  there.  The  Trent  is  im- 
proving and  roach,  barbel,  and  chub  have  furnished  fair 
sport.  Much  interest  centres  in  the  Haig  and  Haig 
competition  at  Kirkstead  on  Monday  (Sept.  30),  which 
is  fished  for  by  teams  of  four.  There  promises  to  be  a 
good  muster,  120  teams  having  already  entered.  So 
far  as  we  are  concerned  the  trout  season  is  practically 
over. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  capital  fishing  weather,  and 
the  rivers  are  in  nice  condition.  Ply  fishing  has  been 
indulged  in  on  the  Teme,  but  only  a  few  brace  of 
small  grayling,  some  fair  dace,  and  a  trout  or  two 
are  all  we  have  heard  of  being  taken  with  the  fly. 
Above  the  city  towards  Camp  Weir  a  few  nice  baskets 
of  roach  have  been  taken,  but  down  the  river  from 
the  Ketch  to  Kempsey,  where  thousands  have  fished 
the  water  every  week  until  there  are  scarcely  any  fish 
in  that  part  of  the  river  to  be  caught,  sport  has 
been  very  bad.  On  Sept.  22  five  clubs  from  Bir- 
mingham and  elsewhere  had  pegged-down  contests 
there,  but  very  few  fish  were  caught,  and  it  was 
shameful  to  see  men  calling  themselves  anglers 
putting  small  fry,  not  an  ounce,  into  their  baskets 
to  weigh  for  prizes.  On  Saturday  (Sept.  21)  afternoon 
the  bye-contest  among  the  clubs  belonging  to  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  to  fish 
for  the  prizes  left  over  the  Pershore  contest  came  off  at 
Kempsey.  The  weather  was  fine  but  sport  was  very  slow. 
The  ground  was  pegged  out  by  the  district  secretary, 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Harris,  of  the 
Severn  Trow  Inn.  The  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs. 
E.  Hill,  W.  Holder,  R.  Blackburn,  A.  Turner, 
Heritage,  W.  Blissett,  A.  Glover,  and  T.  Murphy. 
On  Sept.  23,  the  Good  Intent  Club  fished  their  third 
contest  at  Kempsey,  when  only  two  prizes  were  won  — 
Mr.  Powell  first,  Mr.  W.  Blissett  second.  On  the 
same  day  and  place,  the  Sabriaa  fished  a  bye-contest 
and  only  took  two  prizes. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Ghancery-lane,  London,  W.G. 

6,555.  Fishing.  Patentees:  Mr.  T.  Fennelly,  130, 
Queen's-walk,  and  Mr.  W.  II.  Hamilton, 
Armitage-chambers,  Victoria-street,  both  in 
Nottingham.  Traces,  gut.  To  prevent  the 
gut  from  being  seen  by  the  fish,  it  is  en- 
closed in  a  tube  of  silk,  etc.,  got  up  to 
resemble  a  water-weed.  'The  gut  may  be 
replaced  by  a  wire,  or  it  may  be  altogether 
dispensed  with. 

5,381.    Propelling  fishing  vessels.    Patentee  :  Mr.  W. 

L.  Randall,  Station  Hotel,  Wick,  N.B. 
Auxiliary  propellers  for  sailing  vessels.  To 
the  gunwale  of  the  fishing  vessel,  at  one 
side  of  the  sternpost,  is  secured  a  bar  by 
means  of  a  clamp.  The  bar  carries  bearings 
for  the  vertical  and  horizontal  shafts  through 
which  the  propeller  is  driven  by  the  capstan. 
The  lower  end  of  the  bar  is  steadied  by  a 
racket  bolted  to  the  hull  of  the  vessel. 

6,810.  Fish-hooks.  Patentee  :  Mr.  .A..  Morrow,  Auck- 
land, New  Zealand.  The  shank  is  twisted 
to  assist  in  retaining  the  bait.  An  ordinary 
hook  may  be  fitted  with  a  separate  twisted 
attachment. 

16,147.  Mr.  Harry  James  Milward,  66,  Prospect-hill, 
Redditch.  Improvements  in  and  connected 
with  handles  for  fishermen's  landing-nets, 
gaff  hooks,  and  the  like. 

16,835.  Mr.  Arthur  Derrington  Bartlett,  2,  Prospect- 
hill,  Redditch.  Clips  to  hold  reels  or 
winches  and  fix  same  on  to  fishing  rods. 
8,331.  Fishing.  Patentees;  Mr.  E.  K.  S.  Bartlett, 
Abbe  Mills,  and  Mr.  A.  Smith,  9,  Mills- 
borough-road,  both  in  Redditch.  Fly-books 
and  tackle  cases.  A  number  of  leaves, 
which  may  be  transparent,  are  secured  in  a 
folding  case  by  a  cross  jjand,  thus  forming  a 
number  of  pockets  in  which  the  tackle  may 
be  placed. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBBIDGE.  S.  DBVON. 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance, 
8s.  6rf.  per  day.  W^EBK-DAY  FISHING 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and 
bait,  Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike> 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

Pike,  18  inch.        I       Bream,  10  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.         |       Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        |       Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 

No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 


:thE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL,  RINGWOOD. 

/  \LD  established  Family  and  Comnierciiil  Hotel. 
\J  Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  only  at 
this  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards.  C.T.C. 
Headquarters.  Motor  accommodatiou.  Post 
Horses  and  Carriages.  Bus  to  Station.  X'nder 
personal  management  of 

F.  E.  PARTRIDGE,  Proprietor. 

MERCERS  HOTEL, 

KILBEA,  Co.  DERRT. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  refurnished  and  decorated. 
Appointments,  accommodation,  and  cuisine  un- 
excelled. Baths  ;  Billiards  ;  Suites  of  Rooms  ; 
Vehicles  ;  Boats.  New  Fish  Hatchery  in  opera- 
tion.  Anglers'  board,  8s.  per  day. 

House  for  Sale  owing  to  Lessee's  ill-health. 


Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN. 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina, 

OR 

GORTHORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  COM. 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 


FIRST  CLASS  FISHING. 

Trout  and  Salmon  Free. 

fJi[*s"!'f*  GRAHAM'S  HOTEL. 

The  Trout  and  Salmon  fishing  is  now 
excellent  here ;  anglers  are  getting  two, 
three,  and  four  dozen  Trout  per  da}-,  of 
good  size  and  fine  condition.  Beat  on 
one  of  the  best  Salmon  rivers  in  South  of 
Ireland  free  to  visitors  at  this  Hotel. 
Write  at  once  for  particulars  as  to  flies, 
etc.  Special  terms  to  anglers.  First 
class  men  and  boats  kept.  Killarney  is 
less  than  fourteen  hours  from  London. 

JOHN  GRAHAM,  Proprietor. 

ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1901. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects :— Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia  &c.  ;  the 
CLOSE  SEASONS  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licenses  In  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  <fco. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  CO.,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
Established  1837. 


Swan  Hotel  lenluni,  woi 


HY.  HABDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

Splendid  TRO  UT  FISHING  in  LAKE  and  ItlVERS. 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  AT 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 

telegrams:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  via  OSWESTRY.' 


Station:  " LLANFYLLIN." 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

Two  and  a  Half  Miles  of  the  Teify  FREE  TO  VISITORS. 

OTHER  WATER  BY  PERMISSION. 
ALL  NETS  ARE  TAKEN   UP  AT  END  OF  AUGUST. 

September  and  Octoljer  are  the  best  months  of  Salmon  fishing.  A.  E.  SMITH.  Proprietor 


LOCH  KATRINE-STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart  of 
Rob  Roy's  counti-y,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being  In  close  proximity, 
and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free  on  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Chon,  and 
several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellent  boats  and  experienced  boatmen  are  kept. 
The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and  Trossachs  and 
Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond,  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or  by  Aberfoyle 
and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and  steamers  by 
these  routes  during  the  season.    Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERQUSON,  Proprietor 


NOMTH  UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

Very  finest  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  up  to  end  of  August.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  to  end  of  season.  Good  Sea  Fishing.  Handsome 
newly  furnished  drawing  room,  smoking  room;  hot  and  cold,  and  salt  water 
baths;  posting;  boats  on  all  lochs;  daily  mails,  and  telegraph  office  at  hand. 
Excellent  Golf  Course  within  a  short  drive  from  Hotel. 

Mrs.  MARGARET  MacCALLUM  (Late  of  Portree  Hotel,  Skye) 


PASS  OF  MELFORT,  near  OBAN. 


GUILFAIL  HOTEL 

Visitors  are  assured  of  every  Home  Comfort  in 
this  Fashionably-Fnrnished  Hotel.  Magnificent 
Highland  Scenery.  Anglers  can  rely  on  securing 
First-Class  Trout  and  Deep  Sea  Fishing  FREE. 
An  excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Loch  added 
this  year.  The  Lochs  are  annually  stocked  with 
Rainbow  and  Loch  Leven  Trout,  and  the  Fishing 
has  been  considerably  improved.  Boats  and 
steady  boatmen  kept.  Billiard  Room,  Dark  Room, 
Cycle  House,  and  Tennis  Court.  Latest  Sanitary 
Improvements.  All  Conveniences.  Families 
Boarded  by  week  or  month,  according  to 
requirements.    No  accommodation  for  servants. 

Bow<e— Per  S.S.  "Columba"  from  GLASGOW, 
Greenock,  and  Gourock  to  Ardrishaig  ;  thence 
Mall  Coach  or  Hire  Finlay's  Establishment, 
Royal  Hotel,  Ardrishaig  ;  or  per  Caledonian 
Railway  to  Oban,  thence  Macgiegor's  Mail 
Coach  Daily,  or  Hire  from  Macgregor's 
Establishment.  Coach  to  and  from  Oban  and 
Loch  Awe  daily  during  the  season. 

Address  :-^OHN  M'FADYEN. 
Ciiilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  Lochgilphead  or  Oban, 

Telegraphic  Address— 

"M'Fadyen,  Cuilfail,  Kilmelford." 
Telegraph  Office  20  yards  from  Hotel. 


BEST   FISHING   STATION  IN 
NORTH  OF  IRELAr>D. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  and  Pike  on 
Loughs  Neagh  and  Beg,  Rivers  Bann 
and  Mayola.  Every  accommodation  for 
anglers,  with  all  liberties  granted  from 
hotel. 

O'NEILL  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Toomebridge,  eo.  Antrim. 
Thirty  miles  from  Belfast,  on  B.  &  N.C.R. 

F.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 


The  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 

DULVERTON  STATION  (G.W.R.). 


Five  miles  private  TROUT  FISHING 
in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dulverton  Station,  Quite  in  the  country, 
five  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 
Hunters  and  Harness  Horses.  Golf. 
0.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULUN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks ;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
CuUin ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  tor  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  bath-roonjs  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting  con- 
venient to  Hotel.— For  further  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Healy,  The  Anglers' 
Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL.— Superb  and  extenBlve 
additions  since  last  season.  Excellent 
I'ROUT  and  SALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch 
Awe,  Free.  Experienced  boatmen,  i.  Boats 
towed  by  Steam  Launch  to  the  best  Fishing 
Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of  mountain,  lake, 
and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the  Hotel. 

DALMALLY  HOTEL,  GLENORCHY,  under 
the  same  management.— Guests  have  nine 
miles  FREE  SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beau- 
tiful and  celebrated  Salmon  River  ORCH'y. 
Pai'ties  wiring  to  ascertain  ply  of  river  promptly 
answered. 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  golf  links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
lake  and  River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan  ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months.  ' 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariflf,  forwarded 
on  request.         T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

On  the  sea  beach,  bracing  climate,  good 
bathing.  The  best  fishing  in  England  for  Pike, 
Rudd,  Perch  and  Eels  on  the  famous  Slapton 
Ley,  which  contains  200  acres  of  fishable  water 
Good  boats  and  competent  boatmen.  All  bail 
found.  Good  sea  fishing.  Conveyances  to  meet, 
trains  at  Dartmouth,  seven  miles.  Over  IWi 
acres  of  good  shooting,  including  pheasants, 
partridges,  woodcock,  rabbits,  &c.  Bowling 
green,  lawn  tennis  and  billiards.  Inclusive 
terms  sent  on  application  to 

J.  T.  COBLEY,  Proprielm: 


OULTON  BROAD. 

COMMODORE  HOTEL. 

Very  quiet  and  comfortable  rooms, 
facing  the  Broad.  Anglers  should  put 
up  at  this  establishment.  Fishing-boats, 
bait  and  tackle  always  kept.  Thames 
skifis  and  rowing  boats.  Small  establish- 
ment ;  small  expenses ;  therefore,  small 
charges.      STEBBINGS,  Proprietor. 


COISTNEIVTARA. 

The  best  Free  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
Loughs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na  Fough. 
September  and  October  best  months  for 
large  Trout  and  big  Pike ;  also  30,000  acres 
excellent  mixed  Shooting  free  to  visitors. 
Tariff  moderate. — Apply,  Peopbietor, 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


Anglers  wishing:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fiahingr  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charqes  very  moderate. 
Address  :  Klnir  Street,  Alfreton. 


PROPERTIES  with  FISHIMGS, 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  In- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

ZTbe  fiebino  (Basette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors— 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO., 

Limited, 

St.  Dunatan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  cleai 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Pishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stampf 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C. 

CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office,  St,  Dunetan's  Home,  E.C 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half-yearly  volumes  can  a,\mo  M 
obtained,  price  89.  6tl.  I 


September  28,  1901  [THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Corteeponbence^ 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER. 
Di!A.R  Sir, — Mr.  Sturdy's  accusations  against  me  of 
"  trifling  "  and  "  rudeness  "  are  uncalled  for,  inasmuch 
as  my  letter  asking  "the  free  angler"  for  his  bag 
on  the  original  "  free  water  "  and  published  in  your 
issue  of  Sept.  14  was  posted  to  you  several  days  before 
"A's"  letter  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Sept.  7. 

"A  "  says  he  killed  two  fish  in  one  pool,  which  I 
take  to  be  the  Island  Pool,  and  one  fish  in  a  place  a 
little  below,  which  I  take  to  be  Saghoug,  whereas  Mr. 
Sturdy,  in  your  last  issue,  says  "  A  "  killed  three  fish 
on  the  south  side  of  Saghoug.  Really,  really,  Mr. 
Sturdy!  If  I  wrote  "north"  for  "south"  five  or 
five  hundred  times  it  does  not  make  any  difference  to 
the  question. 

I  cannot  go  into  the  Mr.  Dooley  argument. 

Mr.  Sturdy's  strictures  upon  me  affect  me  about  as 
much  as  does  water  on  a  duck's  back,  and  as  regards 
his  and  the  "shrewd  northerner's"  abuse  of  my 
"Angling  Travels,"  I  must  ask  him  to  excuse  me  if  I 
attach  more  importance  to  the  opinions  expressed  of 
it  by  the  Field,  July  6,  1895  ;  the  Fishing  Oazette, 
August  31,  1895  ;  Land  and  Water,  Sept.  28,  1895  ;  the 
Times,  June,  1895  ;  National  Observer,  July  27,  1895  ; 
the  Scotsman,  the  orld,  and  the  Daily  News.  I  give 
sufficient  references  to  provide  Mr.  Sturdy  with  the 
material  for  an  enjoyable  evening. 

This  bag  certainly  would  not  tempt  me  to  Norway, 
as  I  don't  think  it  worth  while  to  go  out  with  the 
promise  of  such  poor  sport,  especially  as  it  appears 
that  the  small  Island  Pool,  which  gave  two  fish  it 
seems,  only  holds  fish  in  low  water,  or,  as  "  A  "  naively 
puts  it,  "when  the  rest  of  the  river  was  fishing 
blank,"  and  I  was  given  to  understand  that  the 
method  adopted  in  fishing  was  raking  the  water  with 
heavily  leaded  dead  fish. 

We  want  to  come  to  the  bottom  of  this  "  free 
fishing,"  and  this  controversy  has  somewhat  enlight- 
ened us,  although  I  have  had  to  drag  out  some  of  the 
evidence  bit  by  bit ;  however,  I  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  drawing  out  (1)  Mr.  Sturdy's  motive  for  purchasing 
angling  rights  which  are  "not  worth  paying  for"  to 
fish.  (2)  What  Mr.  Sturdy  intends  us  to  understand 
by  his  words  "  casting  from  the  bank."  (3)  By  what 
method  of  angling  did  Mr.  "  A  "  kill  his  fish  ?  (4)  How 
many  rods  are  allowed  on  the  water  ?  (5)  Are  Skorve 
and  Ho  Hoel  to  be  included  in  the  free  fishing  next 
season  ?  (6)  Did  "  A "  keep  the  fish  he  killed  in 
Saghoug,  Island  Pool,  Skorve  and  Ho  Hoel — that  is, 
were  they  his  property,  and  what  is  the  rule  upon  this 
point  for  next  year  ? 

Answers  to  the  above  questions,  supplemented  by 
the  information  we  have  feceived,  will  tell  us  about 
all  we  require. 

We  have  been  told — 

(1)  That  Qvilekval  is  no  good  by  Mr.  Sturdy. 

(2)  The  other  pools  fished,  last  season  (I  presume), 
south  side  of  Saghoug  one  fish,  Island  Pool  two 
fish,  in  very  low  water,  usually  towards  August 
or  later. 

Your  readers,  Sir,  may  like  to  know  the  approximate 
cost  of  fishing  the  "  free  water."  The  expenses  from 
London  to  Evanger  and  back  would  be  about  £12.  I 
paid  Kr.  6  per  day  at  Mousen's  Hotel,  and  Kr.  3  per 
day  for  the  gillie,  carriage  and  drinks  about  Kr.  3  per 
day=Kr.  12,  or  13s.  4d.  per  day.  One  must  take  one's 
own  whisky,  etc.  I  may  conclude  by  telling  Mr. 
Sturdy  that  I  and  my  friends  have  always  paid  the 
regular  rent  for  the  first  part  of  the  season  or  the 
second,  as  may  have  been  the  case. — Yours  faithfully, 

Feaser  Sandeman. 


PISHING  NEAR  MONTREUX, 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  his  letter  in  your  issue  of 
the  14th  inst.,  you  might  refer  Mr.  Barton  to  the 
Fishing  Gazettes  latter  part  of  1900  and  first  half  of 
1901.  In  these  will  be  found  numerous  references  to 
the  subject  on  which  he  desires  information.  Trout 
fishing  may  be  had  in  Lac  Lemau  (much  resembling 
sea  fishing  with  spoons  and  baits)  and  rod  fishing  chiefly 
for  trout  in  the  Vaudois  and  Stockalper  waters  in  the 
Rhone  Valley,  within  reach  of  Montreux  by  rail  or  by 
steamer  and  rail  via  Bouveret. 

The  Vaudois  is  free  except  for  the  Cantonal  licence 
of  6frs.  50cts.  to  be  obtained  at  the  Prefecture 
Lausanne,  by  letter.  The  Stockalper  is  held  by  a  club 
in  the  Canton  Valais,  whose  permis  for  the  season  is 
30frs.  from  March  15  to  the  end  of  September,  but  the 
Vaudois  may  be  fished  after  Jan.  1.  Licence  is  also 
needed  for  Lac  Leman. 

English  or  Irish  flies  and  tackle  will  answer — 
Duns,  March  Browns,  Alexandras,  Coch-y-Bondhu, 
Red  Palmers,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Green  Drakes,  and 
such  like.  The  flies  need  not  be  very  small,  and  a 
10  or  11  foot  rod  will  suit.  This  should  be  taken  with 
one  and  a  small  landing-net,  the  banks  being  mostly 
ateep. 


Mr.  W.  B.  White,  secretary  to  the  Montreux  Club, 
can  issue  tickets  for  the  Stockalper  fishing. — Yours 
trvily>  Benwyan. 


FISHING  AT  OUGHTERARD,  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — This  correspondence  is  degenerating 
into  a  contest  between  the  rival  angling  establishments 
on  the  banks  of  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask.  Speaking  from 
recent  personal  experiences,  I  say,  most  emphatically, 
that  the  village  of  Oughterard  is  a  much  better  fishing 
station  than  Clonbur.  The  statements  made  by  hotel 
dependents  and  other  interested  persons  as  to  the 
suppression  of  illegal  practices  on  Lough  Mask  and 
their  prevalence  on  Lough  Corrib,  may  he  taken  cum 
f/rano  salis.  The  head-keeper — a  wiry  Scot — lives  in 
the  village  of  Oughterard,  and  no  one  who  knows  him 
will  credit  the  statement  that  he  tolerates  any  illegal 
fishing  on  Lough  Corrib.  The  Oughterard  end  of  this 
lough  is  studded  with  picturesque  islands,  and  the 
trout  fishing  is  excellent.  The  trollers  may  surfeit 
themselves  with  pike  and  perch,  and  the  charges  for 
bed,  board,  and  boat  are  the  cheapest  to  be  found  in  the 
west  of  Ireland.  At  the  Railway  Hotel,  Oughterard, 
where  I  stayed  last  May  Ply  season,  the  inclusive 
charges  for  bed  and  board  were  only  6s.  6d.  per  day, 
and  the  accommodation  and  food  were  all  that  a 
frugal-minded  angler  could  desire.  I  had  excellent 
sport  at  Oughterard,  and  the  hotel  being  close  to  the 
lough  there  was  no  car  hire  to  and  from  the  water. 
This  item  is  a  serious  one  in  most  of  the  other  fishing 
stations  around  the  west  coast  of  Ireland.  Inex- 
perienced anglers,  who  propose  a  visit  to  Ireland,  will 
do  well  to  ignore  the  alluring  baits  cast  for  their 
capture  in  the  correspondence  columns  of  "our  paper." 
The  advice  of  a  single  "  Saxon,"  who  has  been  over 
the  ground  and  done  it  (or  been  done),  will  save  the 
tyro  much  loss  of  pelf,  and,  may  be,  save  him  a  wasted 
holiday. — Yours  truly,  C.  W.  Gednet. 

Bromley,  Kent. 


POACHING  ON  LOUGH.  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  the  letter  of  F.  C.  Holmes 
Leigh  in  your  last  publication,  relative  to  poaching  on 
Lough  Corrib,  I  beg  to  state  that  so  far  as  his  visual 
organs  are  concerned  they  must  be  at  fault,  and  if 
his  mind  meant  anything  of  his  statements,  or  if  he 
"  feels  as  he  writes  and  writes  what  he  feels,"  he 
would  in  a  more  warrantable  manner  show  his  interest 
in  putting,  or  assisting  to  put,  down  this  horrid  and 
obnoxious  poaching. 

Mr.  Holmes  Leigh,  in  his  letter  to  your  journal,  has 
(unwittingly)  given  these  poachers  a  lesson  which 
they  have  taken  advantage  of,  for,  in  the  first  instance, 
they  have  had  a  surveyor  to  measure  the  distance  of 
their  houses  from  the  town  mentioned  in  Mr.  Leigh's 
letter.  Some  of  them  were  within  the  distance 
and  accordingly  tumbled  down  their  places  of  abode, 
and  in  order  to  get  without  the  prescribed  region  of 
poaching  have  built  up  new  residences,  and  also  in 
order  not  to  be  again  so  readily  recognised  have  in 
tarring  their  boats  obliterated  all  the  respectable  or 
flashy  colours  by  which  Mr.  Leigh  knew  them. — Yours 
truly,  "  Observer." 

[We  hope  Mr.  Leigh  will  understand  what 
"  Observer  "  is  driving  at ;  we  confess  we  do  not.— Ed.] 

REPORT  FROM  LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — All  last  week  was  unsuitable  for 
fishing  on  iCorrib.  Yesterday,  however,  I  went  out 
as  the  lake  was  smooth.  After  trolling  for  three 
hours  without  a  "  pinch  "  (as  Ned  Farrell  expresses  a 
"  small  bite  "),  Sahno  ferox  took  on  and  gave  me  nice 
play  for  twenty  minutes  ;  this  fished  turned  the  scale 
at  5Jlb.  I  had  one  more  "  innch  "  only  during  the 
day.  I  am  getting  at  the  bottom  of  the  reason. 
There  is  no  attempt  to  effectually  stop  cross  lining  on 
this  beautiful  lake,  and  will  report  fully  later.  I  am 
glad  to  say  there  were  no  cross  liners  in  sight  yester- 
day.— Yours  faithfully,         E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh 

Sept.  24. 


A  REPLY  FROM  "RAMBLER." 
Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  feel  myself  bound  to  reply  to 
an  anonymous,  spiteful,  and  would-be  injurious  letter, 
but  the  lock-keepers'  registers  at  St.  John's  and  Buscot 
locks  will  prove  conclusively  that  the  Thames  at  these 
points  and  on  up  to  Lechlade  bridge  has  been  up  to  flash 
level  all  through  this  dry  season,  the  reach  in  question 
being  fed  by  the  rivers  Colne  and  Leach  and  two  other 
small  streams.  A  few  miles  higher  up  stream  there 
has  in  places  been  practically  no  water  whatever,  but 
the  four-mile  stretch  attached  to  "  The  Trout "  has 
nearly  all  of  it,  except  where  weedy,  been  fishable  all 


HOLLOWAYS  PILLS  AND  OINTMEKT  effect  wonderful 
cures  of  bad  legs  and  old  wounds.  If  these  medicines  be  used 
according  to  the  directions  which  are  wrapped  round  each  pot 
and  box,  there  is  no  wound,  bad  leg,  or  ulcerous  sore,  however 
obstinate,  but  will  yield  to  their  curative  properties.  Numbers 
of  persons  who  have  been  patients  in  the  large  hospitals  without 
deriving  benefit  have  been  cured  by  Holloway's  Ointment  and 
Pills,  when  other  remedies  had  signally  failed.  For  glandular 
swellings,  tumours,  scurvy  and  diseases  of  the  skin  there  is  no 
medicine  that  can  be  used  with  so  good  an  effect,  and  though 
the  cure  is  rapid,  it  is  also  complete  and  permanent. 


through  the  season,  and  some  of  the  roach  swims  are 
still  in  beautiful  order. 

I  challenge  the  anonymous  letter-writer  to  disprove 
this,  but  I  have  heaps  of  friends  in  and  around  Lech- 
lade that  can  speak  of  the  marvellous  way  in  which 
the  'Thames  hereabouts  has  kept  up,  and  where  more 
boating  has  been  carried  on  than  for  years  past. 
Whether  the  latter  has  improved  the  fishings  is  quite 
another  matter.  With  regard  to  the  sport  had  her<:- 
abouts  when  the  fish  have  been  on  the  feed  good  sport 
has  been  had  with  roach,  perch,  and  chub,  except  by 
duffers,  who  have  gone  empty  away. 

A  Lechlade  gentleman,  whose  name  I  give  for  your 
private  information,  one  day  caught  upwards  of  Jcwt. 
of  fine  roach,  which  Miss  Eaton,  of  Inglesham,  and 
others  can  testify  to,  but  for  private  reasons  I  did  not 
report  this  fine  catch. 

Tickets  for  fishing  the  Lechlade  waters  proper  can 
only  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Daniel  Bowyer,  of  "  The  Trout," 
at  St.  John's  Bridge,  he  being'  the  sole  lessee  of  the 
ancient  and  royal  St.  John's  fishery. 

Feeling  sure,  dear  Mr.  Editor,  that  the  above  state- 
ment will  satisfy  yourself  and  your  readers,  I  remain, 
yours  faithfully.  The  Ramblkk. 


THE  THAMES  AT  LECHLADE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — The  undersigned  have  several  times  thi.s 
season  gone  boating  and  fishing  on  the  Lechlade, 
Buscot,  and  Hart's  Weir  waters,  and  have  always 
found  a  good  head  of  water  on  : — George  Moir  (Buscot), 
Edgar  Chew,  Arthur  Perry,  Leonard  Perry,  Ernest 
Burge,  Prank  Busby  (Bull  Hotel),  Ernest  Samblesou, 
John  Peyinan,  Fredk.  Lockwood,  and  Robt.  Rickard  . 
(all  of  Pairford),  Agnes  Chard  (Leafield  House),  E. 
Mein  (Harnhill  Rectory),  May  Slatter  (Downingtown), 
W.  H.  Coombs  (Lechlade). 

We  are  all  interested  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
think  it  nothing  but  fair  to  "  Rambler  "  to  make  this 
statement. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week. — Ed.] 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Bowyer's  Lechlade  waters  are  four 
miles  in  extent,  as  advertised  by  him  for  many  years 
in  your  hotel  columns.  If  such  is  not  correct,  why 
has  he  not  been  exposed  before  now  ?  Mr.  G.  E.  Simms 
will  oblige  by  giving  the  dates  when  T  said  they  were 
four  and  a  half  in  extent.    He  cannot  do  so. 

I  challenge  him  also  to  give  the  date  when  I  said 
"  The  Trout "  waters  were  dimpled  or  dotted  all  over 
with  rising  trout.  Such  a  statement  is  absolutely  false. 
Rising  fish,  with  here  and  there  an  unmistakable 
trout  rise,  is  what  I  really  said,  and  can  prove. 

The  St.  John's  lock-keeper  can  prove  by  his  register 
that  the  Lechlade  waters  have  been  up  to  flash  level 
all  through  the  summer,  and  that  capital  sport  has 
been  had  with  roach,  chub,  and  perch,  and  one  gentle- 
man (Mr.  A.  Perry)  got  nine  jack  in  one  day.  Such 
reckless,  untrue  statements  as  Mr.  Geo.  E.  Simms' 
are  likely  to  be  very  injurious  to  Mr.  Bowyer,  and  it 
is  odd  to  me  if  he  does  not  hear  more  of  the  matter. 

Sept.  25.  .  The  Rambler. 

[We  must  ask  Mr.  Simms  to  explain. — Ed.] 


"THE  TROUT,"  LECHLADE. 
Dear  Sir, — My  water  is  quite  four  miles  in  extent, 
and  always  has  been,  extending  from  Hangman's 
Ditch,  some  half-mile  above  Inglesham  Lock  and 
Roundhouse,  to  about  a  mile  beloio  Buscot  Lock. 
"Rambler's"  length  is  absolutely  correct.  Lock- 
keeper's  register  proves  that  between  Lechlade  Bridge 
and  Buscot  Lock  the  water  has  been  up  to  flash  level 
all  but  about  an  inch  all  the  summer.  Some  anglers 
have  done  very  well.    Duffers  have  fared  badly. 

Daniel  Bowyer, 
Sole  lessee  of  Lechlade  Fisheries. 


FISHING  NEAR  ACOCK'S  GREEN, 
BIRMINGHAM. 
Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  H.  R.  Jones  will  apply  at  the 
Birmingham  Arms,  Smithfield,  Birmingham,  either  to 
the  landlord  any  day  or  to  Mr.  T.  Coles  on  the  second 
or  fourth  Thursdays  in  the  month,  he  can  obtain 
information  as  to  the  nearest  angling  society  in  the 
city,  which  is  the  only  way  to  obtain  fishing  facilities. 

There  is  fishing  in  the  canal  at  Acock's  Green,  the 
reservoirs  at  Olton  (close  to),  and  Kingswood,  also  in 
the  River  Avon  at  Stratford,  etc. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 

A  NOTE  PROM  SLAPTON  LEY. 
Dear  Sir, — Some  of  your  readers,  who  may  be 
unacquainted  with  this  charming  spot,  may  be 
interested  in  a  short  account  of  the  unique  position 
of  this  comfortable  little  hotel,  the  Royal  Sands, 
Slapton,  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon,  and  the  excellent 
fishing  belonging  to  it.  For  rest  and  quiet  there  is 
probably  not  another  place  in  the  kingdom  to  compare 
with  it. 

Seven  miles  from  the  nearest  railway  station 
(Dartmouth),  and  eight  from  Kingsbridge,  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  track  of  trippers,  and  a  motor-car  is 
almost  unknown.  The  hotel  is  situated  on  a  strip 
of    land    about    two    hundred    yards    wide  and 
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a  mile  and  a  half  long,  dividing  the  sea  from 
a  fresh-water  lake  of  about  300  acres,  teeming  with 
fish— pike,  perch,  rudd,  and  eels— over  which  the 
hotel  proprietor  has  the  fishing-  rights. 

No  other  house  within  about  a  mile;  the  quiet  is 
perfect,  and  being  right  on  the  sea  shore  the  air  is 
lovely.  Unlike  sea  fishing,  one  is  not  dependent  upon 
weather,  but  can  fish  in  the  lake  at  all  times  and 
desire  nothing  better,  getting  the  sea  air  all  the  while. 

I  had  never  heard  of  the  place  before,  not  being  a 
fisherman,  but  being  in  the  neighbourhood  with  three 
members  of  my  family  ;  we  caine  here  expecting  to 
stay  a  couple  of  days,  but  have  remained  a  fortnight, 
and  are  leaving  with  great  regret,  which,  according  to 
the  visitors'  book,  seems  to  be  the  general  experience. 
One  gentleman,  I  notice,  states  he  came  to  see  the 
place  and  stayed  three  months. 

The  hotel  accommodation  being  limited  we  have 
formed  quite  a  happy  family  party,  and  the  attention 
bestowed  on  us  by  our  genial  host  and  hostess  has 
added  greatly  to  our  pleasure.  Our  catch  for  the 
fortnight  has  consisted  of  a  few  pike  and  2608  perch 
and  rudd,  the  two  largest  perch  weighing  31b.  loz.  and 
21b.  6oz.  respectively— not  bad  for  amateurs  who  had 
never  seen  a  perch  before. 

Two  gentlemen  last  week,  fishing  five  days,  landed, 
amongst  other  fish,  eighty-seven  pike. 

Pike  up  to  29^  lb.  have  been  taken  in  this  lake.- 
1  oars  truly,  David  Willis. 

[The  fishing  at  Slapton  Ley  has  often  been  referred 
to  m  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  a  pity  it  closes  on 
Oct.  31  (on  account  of  the  wild-fowl  shooting  we 
believe)  as  it  would  be  a  capital  place  for  winter  fishing 
when  pike  and  perch  are  in  perfection. — Ed.] 

THE  CABRACH. 
Deab  Sir,— It  may  be  of  interest  to  such  of  your 
readers  as  care  to  go  to  Scotland  for  their  angling 
holidays  to  know  something  about  the  free  fishing  in 
the  Cabrach  and  neighbourhood  ;  so  as  the  white  mist 
is  drifting  down  Strath  Deveron,  past  my  window  in 
the  Richmond  Hotel,  and  fishing  is  off,*I  thought  I 
could  not  spend  my  time  better  than  by  giving  you  a 
sketch  of  the  free  rivers  available  to  visitors.  A; 
regards  the  Deveron,  all  the  fishing  is  free  above 
Beldornie  water,  and  it  includes  three  miles  to  junction 
-  of  Deveron  and  Blackwater,  and  those  rivers  separately 
to  their  sources  five  or  six  miles  more.    There  are 
many  fine  trout  and  salmon,  sea-trout  and  grilse,  in 
their  season,  all  free.    I  came  here  on  Sept.  2,  on  which 
date,  fishing  up  stream,  I  got  eighteen  trout  with  August 
Dun  and  Brown  Owl  (Barm  fly),  although  the  water  was 
exceptionally  low,  as  all  rivers  have  been  this  summer. 
When  the  water  became  too  low  to  fish  fly  without  a 
breeze,    I  tock    to    worm  fishing   up-stream,  and 
caught  some  fine  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Deveron  and  Blackwater.    There  were  a  large  number 
of  anglers  staying  at  farms  iu  the  neighbourhood, 
many  of  whom  planted  themselves  early  in  the  morning 
at  pools  where  salmon  were  known  to  be  lying,  and 
stuck  to  them  pretty  well  all  day,  but  the  only  salmon 
caught  was  that  by  a  man  who  drove  over  from  Duff 
town  (eight  miles  away)  one  morning,  and  "attached  ' 
it  with  an  artificial  minnow  1    I  need  not  remark  that, 
if  possible,  the  salmon  pools  were  thereafter  more 
industriously  flogged  than  ever,  but  with  the  same 
lack  of  success.    Although  I  hail  from  these  parts,  I 
never  caught   either  a  grilse   or   a   salmon,  and 
■  know  little   about  fishing  for  them,   except  that 
it  seems  a  much  simpler  matter  than  fishing  suc- 
cessfully for  trout,  and  that  one  may  waste  one's 
holidays  waiting  for  a  "  boite "  as  my  Cambridge 
friend    calls    it.      I    have    a    fourteen-foot  rod 
with  me,  but  have  never  taken  it  out,  because  I  had 
no  wish  to  add  to  the  number  of  muffs  already  dis- 
turbing the  fishes'  repose.     This  year  the  water  is 
exceptionally  low  and  sport  is  not  good,  but  in  ordi- 
nary seasons  the  Cabrach  is  one  of  the  best  free  fishing 
waters  in  Scotland.    Lodgings  can  be  had  at  almost 
any  of  the  farms  in  the  strath,  a  list  of  which  can  be 
had  from  the  Supt.  of  the  G.  N.  of  S.  R.,  Wm. 
Deuchar,  Esq.,  Aberdeen.     The  Richmond  Hotel, 
where  I  am  staying,  belongsto  IMr.  Wm.  Watt,  a  douce 
auld  Scot,  who  is  good  nature  personified  and  does  his 
best  to  make    his  visitors  very  comfortable.  His 
charges  are  moderate,  and,  of  course,  people  must  not 
imagine  they  are  staying  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.  Good 
porridge  and  excellent  milk,  butter,  and  fowls  from  his 
own  farm  form  part  of  the  menu,  and  fresh  meat 
comes  by  'bus  from  Huntly,  fifteen  miles  away,  daily. 
So,  you  see,  we  need  not  "  clemm  "  here,  as  they  say 
in  Yorkshire. 

Wishing  to  satisfy  myself  as  to  which  is  really  the 
tec//  best  fishing  (free)  in  this  latitude,  I  went  to 
Ballindalloch,  and  drove  up  the  banks  of  the  Avon — 
sixteen  miles — to  Tomintoul,  and  found  that  though  a 
beautiful,  swift  flowing  stream  it  is  no  good  for 
common  trout,  only  sea-trout,  grilse,  and  salmon 
being  found  there  in  any  number  worth  angling  for. 
The  Livet  water,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  famous 
distillery,  where  lodgings  can  be  had,  looks  a  fine 
common  trout  stream,  but  it  cannot  compare  with 
the  Deveron,  Bogie,  Blackwater,  and  Isla— all  in  the 
Deveron  basin  and  much  easier  of  access. 


The  water  in  the  Deveron,  Bogie,  and  Isla,  granted 
to  the  people  of  Huntly,  etc.,  by  the  Duke  of  Gordon, 
used  to  be  free,  but  now  a  charge  of  5s.  per  week  is 
made  to  visitors,  and  the  fishing  is  well  worth  the 
money,  trout  being  plentiful  and  of  good  size,  besides 
good  salmon  pools,  where  fish  are  always  to  bo  found 
with  a  fair  water  during  the  season.  To  fish  this  water 
Huntly  is  most  central,  being  on  both  Bogie  and 
Deveron,  which  meet  close  to  it,  and  the  Isla  is  reached 
by  a  four-mile  railway  ride  to  Rothiemay  Station  on 
G.  N.  of  S.  Railway,  whence  the  river  can  be  fished  up 
to  Grange  station,  four  miles,  returning  to  Huntly  by 
rail.  In  fact  there  is  not  another  locality  in  Scotland 
to  equal  this  for  good  and  cheap  angling,  or  where 
good  lodgings  and  food  can  be  had  for  so  little  money. 
The  Isla  holds  some  splendid  trout,  and  with  a  nice 
wind  to  ruftle  the  surface  of  the  long  pools  and  mill 
dams  no  one  could  wish  for  better  flyfishing.  The  air 
is  most  bracing  in  this  quarter,  especially  in  the 
Cabrach  ;  this  hotel  stands  just  a  thousand  feet,  I  am 
told,  above  sea  level.  For  health  and  sport,  I  venture 
to  say,  the  basin  of  the  Deveron  is  unsurpassed  as  a 
resort. — Yours  faithfully,  "  Keith." 


WORM  AND  MINNOW  FISHING  IN  CLEAR 
WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  your  correspondent, 
'F.  S.  P.,"  writing  in  the  Fislring  Gazette  of 
Sept.  21  on  the  subject  of  "  Ward's  "  Ariel  Minnow 
Tackle,  we  beg  to  state  that  we  have  these  tackles 
in  stock.  We  have  always  called  these  "  Ward's " 
Ariel  Tackles,  in  consequence  of  the  many  patterns 
put  on  the  market  by  different  makers  and  sold 
as  the  "  Ariel "  tackle,  which  in  many  cases  did 
not  in  any  way  resemble  INIr.  Ward's  original 
pattern.  If  we  are  not  much  mistaken  we  think  it 
was  the  writer  of  last  week's  letter  in  the  FisJiin<i 
Gazette  who  put  us  right  on  the  question  of  the  size 
and  grade  of  wire  for  the  making  of  the  trebles  to  be 
used  for  this  tackle  some  years  ago  when  he  visited 
our  establishment. — Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Carter  &  Co.,  Ltd. 


SEA  PISHING— 106LB.  SKATE. 

Dear  Sir, — When  fishing  at  Waterville,  co.  Kerry, 
on  August  23  this  year,  my  daughter,  fishing  with  sea 
rod  and  line,  hooked  a  skate  which  weighed  1061b.  It 
took  40  minutes  to  kill,  and  was  found  to  be  hooked 
through  the  side  fin.  Can  you  tell  me  of  a  larger  fish 
killed  in  the  British  Isles  with  rod  and  line.  I  enclose 
certificate  of  weight. — Yours  truly, 

T.  B.  Doncaster,  Lt.-Col. 

Winchester,  Sept.  23,  1901. 


FISHING  AT  TENBY. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  has  at  last  done 
Tenby  a  real  good  turn.  His  "  high  opinion  of  the 
place "  must  in  time  have  its  powerful  effect.  We 
now  have  excellent  boat  accommodation,  hardy  and 
trusty  boatmen,  plenty  of  bass,  pollack,  and  other  fish, 
a  good  Great  Western  Railway  train  service,  a  brand 
new  pier,  and,  added  to  these,  the  "high  opinion"  of 
One  who  has  been  There."  It  sounds  like  a  tale  to 
cheer  the  natives,  who  are  now  verging  on  the 
"winter  of  discontent"  after  a  gay  and  prosperous 
summer  season.  The  only  fishing  in  Tenby  bay  that 
is  not  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  excellence  this  year 
is  the  mackerel  fishing — twenty-eight  dozen  being  the 
best  basket  for  one  day. 

Whales  come  in  from  the  Atlantic  some  chance 
time,  but  Jonah's  friend  has  not  yet  paid  us  a  visit. 
I  regret  that  your  correspondent,  no  doubt  a  distin- 
guished and  somewhat  romantic  angler,  should  have 
so  hopelessly  mixed  up  Paul  Jones's  Bay  with  the 
whale  that  swallowed  Jonah  that  he  was  at  the  time 
of  writing  unable  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the 
other.  I  can  picture  his  revolving  tangle ;  it  must 
have  been  truly  great — now  whale,  now  Paul  Jones, 
now  Mr.  Bowen  ;  then  comes  Jonah  all  in  a  heap,  with 
a  short  clay  in  his  mouth,  discussing  the  situation 
and  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  swallowed — 
whether  he  should  swallow  the  whale,  as  he  did  the 
whiskey,  or  the  whale  Jonah,  where  Mr.  Bowen  and 
Paul  Jones  should  with  propriety  come  in,  or  whether 
the  bay  should  take  what  was  left,  or  swallow  the  lot. 
This  was  the  effect.  We  must  look  to  fish  for  the 
cause  ;  it  must^have  been  "  the  salmon  1  "  It  invariably 
plays  the  fool  with  a  fellow,  makes  an  author  amus- 
ingly argumentative,  and  sometimes  what  is  vulgarly 
called  very  "  altogethery."  I  hope  your  correspondent 
has  recovered  frorx  this  little  attack,  and  "  Richard  is 
himself  again." — Yours  faithfully, 

A  Lover  of  the  FisJmtg  Gazette. 
Tenby,  Sept.  22,  1901. 


worm  is  an  elastic  bait,  hence  if  you  lay  down  a  fixet 
law  Mr.  Worm  himself  will  upset  it  by  his  contortions 
perchance.  I  generally  choose  a  worm  of  moderati 
size,  "black  head"  or  "marsh"  worms  are  my  twi 
favourites  if  scoured  well  and  toughened  in  good,  fresh 
moss  first.  Then  I  make  my  Stewart  tackle  up  with  No.  5 
or  No.  3  hooks,  using  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor's  eyed  worm 
hooks,  made  by  Hutcheson  (Kendal).  I  stun  the  worm 
partially  to  begin  with,  then  I  insert  the'  top  hook 
quite  near  the  head,  and  from  this  to  the  middle  hook 
I  allow  but  little  curve.  The  curve  which  turns  the 
swivel  is  between  the  middle  and  end  hook.  Barb 
and  point  must  be  freely  exposed  ;  swivels  must  be 
of  the  smallest  and  run  like  oil.  If  any  worm  will 
not  spin  well,  off  with  it  and  on  with  another. 

The  size  of  hook  depends  on  the  fatness  of  worms, 
but  in  spinning  the  worm  somewhat  larger  hooks  can 
be  used  than  in  ordinary  clear  water  worm  fishing, 
and  they  certainly  hook  and  hold  better.  No.  3  for 
the  head  and  No.  2  for  middle  and  third  hooks  make 
a  good  tackle.^ — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

FREE  SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  TWEED. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Tweed  will  be  open  from  Sept.  15 
until  the  end  of  November  to  salmon  fishers,  and  if 
the  coming  season  is  at  all  like  what  it  was  last  sport 
may  be  expected  free  of  any  charge  for  some  miles 
around  this  beautiful  district.  The  cost  of  living  is 
but  a  trifle,  and  if  anyone  desires  information  I  shall 
be  very  pleased  to  give  it. — Yours  truly, 
High-street,  Innerleithen,  A.  Bbodie, 

Peeblesshire,  N.B. 
[Innerleithen  is  a  long  way  up  the  Tweed.  Last 
year,  when  there  were  plenty  of  fish  and  early  floods, 
a  good  few  salmon  were  got  on  the  open  water  about 
Innerleithen  and  Peebles,  where  the  water  belongs  to 
the  citizens,  and  has  always  been  open.  Of  course, 
the  fact  that  it  is  free  is  equal  to  saying  that  every 
local  angler  is  out  on  the  warpath  when  there  is  a 
chance,  or  half  a  one.  Still,  there  is  a  chance  when  the 
fish  are  up,  and  anglers  who  want  to  kill  a  salmon  and 
cannot  afford  to  pay  big  rents  are  willing  to  put  up 
with  some  inconveniences,  but  it  is  useless  to  go  until 
it  is  certain  fish  are  up.  The  Tweed  has  been,  and  wc 
believe  is  still,  very  low,  and  a  six  or  eight  foot  flood 
is  wanted  to  clear  out  the  bed  and  allow  the  fish  to 
get  up.  The  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  were 
getting  plenty  of  fish  up  to  the  time  of  their  being 
taken  off,  and  that  shows  the  fish  are  only  waiting  for 
the  water. — Ed.] 


SPINNING  A  WORM. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  S.  D.  Stamp, 
in  his  letter  of  Sept.  14,  remarks  briefly  that  I  make 
no  mention  of  the  way  in  which  I  make  the  worm 
spin. 

Whenever  I  spin  the  worm  I  go  on  the  principle 
conveyed  in  the  rhyme  I  learned  during  childhood — 
"  If  at  first  you  don't  succeed,  try,  try,  try  again."  A 


THE  SPAWNING  SEASON. 
Dear  Sir, — Owners  of  trout  waters  will  soon  be 
thinking  about  replenishing  them  with  fresh  blood 
where  necessary.  They  m  ly  as  well  do  this  with  the 
best  strain  obtainable  ;  therefore,  I  would  advise  them 
to  make  arrangements  for  a  supply  of  the  best  strains 
of  ova,  fry,  yearlings,  or  older  fishes,  as  may  be  found 
most  suitable,  at  once,  as  there  is  a  great  demand  for 
special  qualities,  and  there  will  then  be  no  risk  of 
finding  that  the  order  book  is  filled  and  supplies 
exhausted.  It  is  no  more  expense  to  secure  the  best 
quality  than  less  satisfactory  samples. 

What  is  of  equal  importance  is  to  see  that  the  food 
supply  naturally  available  shall  be  ample.  Weed 
cutting  should  be  carried  out  with  discretion,  and  food 
and  cover  carefully  arranged. 

Ruthless  clearances  of  streams,  a  clean  sweep  of  all 
shelter,  should  never  be  even  thought  of,  more  especi- 
ally in  the  shallows  where  the  spawning  operations 
take  place,  as  herons  and  human  poachers  are  ever 
likely  to  be  on  the  watch,  and  ready  to  take  a  full 
toll  of  the  fishes,  often  destroying  for  mere  sport 
what  they  cannot  swallow.  Poachers,  herons,  and  rats 
all  have  to  be  circumvented  if  the  best  results  with 
least  waste  of  valuable  fishes  is  the  end  in  view. 

The  well-ordered  hatchery,  nets,  traps,  and  gear 
generally  will  by  this  time  be  in  working  order,  and 
the  only  thing  remaining  to  be  looked  after  is  the 
safety  of  the  up-coraing  fishes,  and  a  very  ample 
supply  of  water  shou'd  be  at  hand.  There  need  be 
no  waste,  but  experience  has  taught  the  writer  that 
without  an  ample  fiow  of  well  aerated  fresh  water 
strength  of  development  is  out  of  the  question. 

It  is  better  to  hatch  fewer  eggs  under  perfect  con- 
ditions than  to  boast  of  twice  the  number  that  will 
not  yield  satisfactory  results.  Overcrowding  is  to  be 
avoided,  but  with  really  satisfactory  apparatus  great 
results  may  be  attained  in  a  limited  area,  a  square 
foot  of  hatching  space  fairly  sufficing  for,  say,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  to  two  thousand  eggs,  according 
to  size  and  the  general  plan  of  disposal.  These  matters 
have  so  often  been  treated  in  Land  and  Water  that 
there  is  no  need  to  enter  again  into  the  details  of 
procedure.  Suffice  it  then  to  repeat  that  there  is 
great  need  of  energy  in  breeding,  if  not  for  the  home 
water  for  the  benefit  of  friends  who  may  own  waters 
without  hatching  facilities.  A  few  thousands  of  young 
stock  give  little  or  no  trouble,  and  not  being  needed 
for  home  use  form  acceptable  gifts  for  neighbours  less 
fortunately  placed.  Timely  assistance  thus  rendered 
can  do  no  harm,  and  may  cement  friendships  of  value. 
•Yours  truly,  C.  C.  C. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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The  Fishino  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Taclde 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  reciuested  to  write  on  one  aide  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  6d. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12s.  6d. 

Scale  of  Cliarges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 


is  published  by  Messrs.  Vinton  &  Co.,  Limited, 
New  Bridge- street,  I-ondon.  Probably  if "  I'iscator" 
paid  the  carriage  any  respectable  Liverpool  book- 
seller could  get  the  books  on  approval  from  London 
for  him  to  see  ;  and  if  ho  does  not  invest  in  both  I 
shall  be  surprised.  Halford's  patterns  are  up  to 
date,  and,  of  course,  some  of  Ronald's  have  long 
been  out  of  date. 


I  must  again  ask  correspondents  who  send  me 
fish  for  identification  to  put  them  into  some 
preservative.  A  small  trout  arrived  from  Lough 
Conn  the  other  day  with  the  parr  marks  very 
distinct  on  its  sides,  but  it  was  in  a  state  of  decom- 
position, permitting  of  but  a  very  cursory  examina- 
tion. Many  of  the  other  members  of  the  salmon 
family  besides  the  salmon  have  the  "parr"  or 
finger  marks  on  the  sides. 


Small  advertisements  45.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must   arrive   not  later  than  two  o'clock 
WednesduySt  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager," 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Managbk,  St.  Dunstan's 
F  o  ise.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— «' RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holborn. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING   AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUKDAT,  OCTOBER  5th,  1901. 

OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Fishing  in  the  Costa. 
Dr.  Sanctuary  writes :  "  I  see  in  your  issue  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  21  that  '  Brown  Owl,' 
in  an  article  on  '  The  Costa,'  states  that  the  record 
for  that  stream  is  held  by  Mr.  Schroeder,  of  York, 
with  thirty-three  fish  taken  in  one  day,  weighing 
221b.  But  on  turning  up  my  fishing  diary  I  find 
that  on  September  7,  1897,  I  took  with  Dark 
Olive  Quill  twenty-eight  fish  (grayling)  weighing 
241b.  2oz.,  so  that  although  the  number  of  my  fish 
was  less,  yet  the  average  was  better  and  the  aggre- 
gate weight  larger.  Out  of  my  lot  the  best  two  fish 
weighed  lib.  13oz.  and  lib.  9oz.  ;  there  were  seven 
others  which  went  81b.  12oz.  between  them,  and 
six  of  a  pound  apiece.  I  thought  you  might  like 
to  have  this  correction,  though  I  by  no  means  give 
it  as  a  record,  as  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what 
other  men  may  have  done  up  there." 

"  Familiar  Butterflies  and  Moths  "  is  the  title  of 
a  new  work  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Kirby,  F.L.S.,  which 
Messrs.  Cassell  &  Co.  have  just  published.  It  is 
admirably  illustrated,  there  being  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  figures  of  moths  and  butterflies  in  colour. 
I  can  recommend  it  as  a  present  which  is  sure  to 
be  appreciated  by  any  boy  or  girl  fond  of  "  collect- 
ing." Many  of  the  moths  are  taken  by  fish,  and 
mistaken  for  flies  by  anglers. 


Improvement  in  Tweed  Prospects. 
Up  to  Monday  last  (Sept.  30)  there  had  been  a 
rise  of  about  two  feet  in  the  Tweed,  and  this, 
although  not  nearly  enough,  has  brought  a  good 
many  salmon  up.  Captain  Trotter  had  four 
salmon  on  the  Sprouston  water  on  Monday.  On 
the  Upper  Floors  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  three, 
including  one  of  241b. ;  other  fish  have  also  been 
taken. 


Ronald's  and  Halford's. 

A  Liverpool  "Piscator"  writes  to  me  as 
folio  ws  : — "  I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you 
would  give  me  the  benefit  of  your  advice  as  to 
which  is  the  better  book  for  the  purpose  of  the 
amateur  fly-tier,  Ronald's  or  Halford's.  I  have 
seen  the  former  and  know,  of  course,  that  it  is  a 
good  one  (particularly  the  earlier  editions),  but  I 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  latter 
and  do  not  care  to  invest  in  a  copy  without  knowing 
what  I  am  doing.  Judging  by  the  name,  Mr. 
Halford's  book  would  seem  to  be  specially  for  dry 
flies,  but  what  I  want  is  a  general  book  which  will 
be  useful  for  dressing  wet  flies  as  well  as  dry,  and 
it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  am  asking  your  advice. 
Of  course,  the  question  of  accurate  colouring  of  the 
plates  is  an  essential  one,  and  I  should  like  your 
opinion  on  this  point." 

Mr.  Halford  writes  for  the  dry  fly  angler,  and  if 
my  correspondent  wants  more  particularly  the 
dressings  of  the  old  standard  wet  fly  patterns  he 
had  better  get  Ronald's  "Fly-Fishers'  Entomology," 
which  gives  coloured  representations  of  both  the 
natural  and  artificial  insects.  The  hand  colouring 
of  the  later  editions  is  not  so  good  as  that  of  the 
earlier.  In  his  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology "  Mr. 
Halford  gives  coloured  representations  (enlarged)  of 
about  a  himdred  best  patterns  of  floating  flies,  and 
personally  I  do  not  think  anyone  who  aspires  to  do 
much  in  any  kind  of  trout  or  grayling  fly  making 
can  afford  to  be  without  Mr.  Halford's  work,  which 


The  Salmon  and  the  Boy. 
I  was  glad  to  have  a  visit  from  Mr.  James 
McRae  the  other  day,  and  sorry  to  hear  a  poor 
report  of  the  Wandle,  which  does  not  improve. 
He  left  me  a  "  note,"  which  shows  that  one  of  his 
grandsons  is  as  keen  after  fish  as  the  veteran  fly 
fisher  of  the  Wandle  : — 

"  Some  visitors  in  the  Highlands  were  strolling 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  and  one  of  the  boys  saw  a 
salmon,  quite  a  10-pounder,  going  up  the  stream. 
They  followed  it  until  it  came  to  a  large  stone 
close  to  the  bank.  One  of  the  young  hopefuls  got 
so  excited  that  they  could  not  keep  him  from 
going  into  the  river  to  try  to  catch  the  fish.  He 
crept  up  behind  him  carefully  and  managed  to  get 
both  his  arms  round  the  fish,  and  was  walking  out 
with  it  when  it  made  a  great  struggle,  and  being 
very  slippery  got  away  again,  much  to  the  boy's 
sorrow,  and  went  off  up-stream.  So  all  the  young 
poacher  got  was  a  good  soaking  and  the  sensation 
of  having  a  big  fish  in  his  arms,  which  he  will  not 
soon  forget." 

R.  B.  Marston. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  DHULOCH. 


Three  centuries  ago,  when  Montrose  carried  fire 
and  sword  down  Glen  Shira,  Loch  Dhu  may  have 
given  of  its  abmidance  to  the  varied  host  that  won 
the  battle  of  Inverlochy.  The  Shira  is  a  stream  of 
sorrow,  and  its  glen  has  echoed  back  the  coronach. 
As  you  leave  the  old-world  borough  of  Inverary, 
sleeping  in  the  simshine  as  it  slept  when  Dalgetty 
clattered  through  its  narrow  streets  on  the  broad 
back  of  his  famous  charger,  destined  to  sleep  on 
the  bed  of  honour  where  the  Lochy  pom's  its 
tributary  tide  to  the  sea,  you  remember  these  things, 
and  the  old  romance  which  ever  sits  by  the  shores 
of  Loch  Fyne  casts  its  seductive  spell  over  you. 

Not  that  the  present  is  prosaic  because  the  past 
is  romantic.  The  tree-crowned  glories  of  Inverary, 
the  dark  waters  of  the  ."Vi-ay,  the  shimmer  of 
summer  seas,  and  the  sentinel  solitudes  of  the 
massed  mountains,  these  form  a  picture  which 
would  arrest  and  please  the  eye,  even  if  the 
region  had  |no  romance  and  the  land  lacked  a 


single  legend  to  give  its  beauties  a  human  interest. 
You  come  out  upon  the  old  road  where  the  scent 
of  the  pines  docs  battle  with  the  salted  air  of  the 
sea,  and  on  your  left  is  the  castle  of  the  Campbells, 
a  grim  and  grey  pile,  whose  architect  seems  to 
have  put  into  his  severe  design  a  sermon  in  stones 
-  -  the  story  of  supreme  power  told  from  turret  to 
foundation.    Then  you  remember  the  gallows  hill 
and  its  fatal  tree,  and  the  little  graveyard  by  the 
sea  which  it  overlooks,  and  so  pass  from  the  past 
to  the  present,  for  just  beyond  the  sleeping  ]>lacc 
of  the  dead  you  come  to  the  cottage  of  the  Duke's 
fisherman.    His  nets  hanging  in  the  sun  to  dry 
and  the  far-flung  line  of  bobbing  buoys,  marking 
the  course  of  the  "led  line"  to   the  "house,"' 
suggest  salmon  and  sea-trout,  and  the  possibilities 
of   sport  on  Loch  Dhu.     Overnight   there  has 
been   a   smart   shower ;   on   the   hills   it  must 
have   rained   heavily,  and  you  noticed   as  you 
crossed   the   ancient   bridge   spanning  the  Aray 
that    the    water    was     some    inches  higher 
and  some  shades   deeper   in   hue   than  on  the 
previous  day.    The  wind  is  blowing  briskly  down 
the  glen  and  Loch  Dhu  is' curled  into  white-crested 
waves.    It  is  "  a  good  fishing  day  "  and  you  should, 
but  perhaps  may  not,  do  well.    Loch  Dhu  is  apt  to 
be  fickle,  like  most  tidal  lochs  and  waters  where 
the  migratory  Salm  onidiP.  are  the  staple  source  of 
sport.    But  when  it  is  stiit',  it  is  none  the  less  a 
water  on  which  to  linger — for  the  Black  Loch  is  a 
lake  of  legends,  fair  promise  and  as  fair  prospects, 
with  its  diadem  of  woods,  and  terraced  slopes  of 
green  rising  to  hills  that  sentinel  the  source  of  the 
Shira.    You  pass  up  the  a\  enue  of  immemorial 
trees,  gnarled  giants  whom  no  man  saw  in  the  bud, 
cross  the  ancient  bridge  over  the  broad  tidal  way  up 
which  the  McNaughtons  sailed  to  worship  in  the 
kirk  of  Kilblaan  when  the,  world  was  younger  by 
many  Sundays,  and  presently  you  are  on  the  shores 
of  the  loch  and  ready  for  a  start.    Loch  Dhu  is  a 
lake  which  holds  all  sorts  of  fish  from  saithe  to 
salmon,  from  small  but  pretty  yellow  trout  to 
the   great    tidal    trout.      If    fortune    be  kind 
and   one   of  these   wanderers    in    the  saltways 
fall  to  your  rod,  then  you  will  mark  your  day  on 
Loch  Dhu  in  red  ink.    There  is  always  a  chance, 
but  Loch  Dhu  is  apt  to  touch  both  extremes ;  it 
either  yields  abundantly  of  its  fish  or  it  is  a  niggard 
amongst  the  waters.    And  for  either  fortune  the 
angler  must  be  prepared.    To-day  looks  one  of  its 
generous  days,  but  the  promise  is  scarcely  fulfilled. 
All  around  the  point  of  exit  of  its  waters  to  the  sea 
it  is  fished  in  vain,  yet  it  a  sure  hold  if  the  fish  be 
in  the  mood.    Three  small  trout,  none  over  one- 
third  of  a  pound,  are  killed  in  the  boat-house  bay 
above  ;  hope  is  raised  by  the  sight  of  a  couple  of 
leaping  salmon  and  three  sea-trout  that  spring 
into  silvered  being  in  the  sunshine,  but  not  a  fish 
is  raised.    Even  the  choice  water  at  the  top  where 
the  Shira  comes  in — a  reach  of  peat-stained  hue 
washing  tawny  sand — is  fished  in  vain.    No  matter. 
One  can  land  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Dhu  and  muse 
"  on  the  death  of  kings."    It  is  a  place  for  high 
thoughts  over  post-prandial  pipes ;  and  as  you  sit 
and  muse  the  wind  falls  away,  and  the  hush  of  a 
great  calm  falls  on  land  and  sea.    From  above 
comes  the  soothing  song  of  the  Shira  telling  the 
story  of  the  hills  to  the  sea  with  many  a  meiTy 
laugh  in  the  rippling  shallows.    Below  lies  the  sea, 
sleeping  in  silence.    And  so  for  some  hours,  during 
which  you  may  try  trolling  the  minnow,  if  you 
have  a  mind  to  that  form  of  fishing  and  think  the 
fish  of  Loch  Dhu  will  be  foolish  enough  to  taie. 
A  mad  one  may,  but  to-day  madness  prevails  only 
amongst  the  lythe,  and  three  or  four  of  these  alone 
reward  your  efforts.     But   you   linger  satisfied, 
knowing  that  to-morrow  is  a  day  of  hope  and  Loch 
Dhu  will  change  its  mood  and  be  as  kind  as  it  has 
been  niggard.  The  fish  are  there,  and  you  go  home 
in  good  heart  as  the  evening  deepens  into  night 
through  the  mystery  of  the  woods  and  by  the 
silent  sea.    The  charm  of  world-old  Loch  F%-ne  is 
strong  upon  you,  and  the  imagination  runs  riot. 
The  sound  of  pipes  comes  faintly  braying  down 
the  evening  wind.    It  is  the  war-voice  of  Roiy 
]\IacAvorich  sounding  through  the  growing  gloom, 
the  gathering  of  the  thousand  swords  gt  Shira  that 
are  dust  by  day.    Far  up  the  glen  a  dim  and 
ghostly  light  glimmers  where  stood  the  ancient 
kirk  of  Kilblaan.    Dunderawe  looms  larger  across 
the  darkening  waters  than  at  the  pride  of  noon. 
Forward  lie  the  lights  and  life  of  Inverary  ;  behind 
are  the  dead,  for  Shira,  far  more  than  Fruin,  is  the 
Glen  of  Sorrow,  and  the  night  winds  ever  whisper 
tragedies  amongst  its  trees.       Hamish  Stuart, 
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DISTKIBUTION  OF  MUSSELS 
BY  FISH. 


Zoologists  declare  that  in  a  partially  developed 
condition  the  young  of  certain  species  of  fresh- 
water mussels  habitually  succeed  in  attaching 
themselves  to  the  gills  of  vertebrate  fish. 

Upon  these  gills  the  mussels  become  speedily 
encysted,  and  remain  there  for  a  period  of  about 
seventy  days. 

Upon  their  living,  travelling  host  these  mussels 
remain  in  the  cysts  or  cavaties,  whence  at  the  end 
of  their  seventy  days  or  thereabouts,  the  young 
molluscs  drop  out  into  new  surroundings,  there  to 
grow,  develop,  and  become  founders  of  families. 
The  "  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Arts,"  of  Aug.  16, 
1901,  in  an  unsigned  article  upon  the  "  Fishing 
Industry  of  Eastern  Siberia,"  there  states  that  the 
salmon  travelling  from  the  sea  can  in  about  three 
weeks  ascend  some  1330  miles,  more  or  less,  of 
river  or  inland  fresh  waters.* 

Hence  in  seventy  days  or  ten  weeks  it  seems 
possible  that  a  salmon  or  other  quick  swimming 
fish  might  cover  4430  miles,  more  or  less. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  by  these  means  fish  might 
distribute  young  fresh-water  mussels  over  very 
widely  distant  areas. 

It  is  stated  that  some  mussels  are,  at  each 
spawning  period,  capable  of  producing  about 
12,000,000  eggs,  of  which  too  often  not  as  many 
as  a  dozen  indi\'iduals  survive  their  bu-th. 

If  artificial  mussel  spat  hatching,  rearing,  and 
farming  were  intelligently,  scientifically,  indus- 
trially, and  zoologically  carried  out  there  appears 
to  be  no  reason  why  upwards  of  ninety-five  per 
cent,  might  not  be  saved,  which  would  be  invalu- 
able in  the  pearl  and  mother-of-pearl  producing 
varieties,  without  which  these  valuable  commercial 
fisheries  must  soon  become  practically  extinct. 

Acclimatisation. 

Zoologists  have  observed  that  certain  families  of 
fresh-water  mussels,  like  the  Naiades,  cannot  live 
for  a  prolonged  period  in  salt  or  sea  water,  or  even 
in  brackish  waters. 

Exhaustive  continued  experiments  by  breeding 
through  many  generations  of  aquatic  animals 
might,  perhaps,  succeed  in  slowly  and  gradually 
acclimatising  vertebrate  and  invertebrate  aquatic 
animals  fi-om  the  sea  to  survive  in  fresh  water,  and 
vice  versa. 

Inland  Pearl  and  Mother-of-Pearl  Farms. 

Even  from  the  days  of  the  ancient  Romans  it 
has  been  well  known  that  certain  species  of  British 
fresh-water  mussels  produce  pearls. 

Some  of  the  American  species  are  also  used  as 
mother-of-pearl  for  button  making,  an  industry 
exhaustively  discussed  and  explained  by  Dr.  Hugh 
M.  Smith  in  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
Bulletin,  1898,  vol.  xviii.,  published  in  1899. 

This  monograph  is  profusely  illustrated  and  also 
shows  how  fresh-water  mussel  fishing  is  carried  on 
through  thick  ice  during  the  winter  months. 

It  is  probable  that  the  introduction  and  accli- 
matisation of  certain  living  American  mussels  or 
mother-of-pearl  shells  such  as  the  "  niggerhead  " 
{Quad/rula  ehena)  and  the  like  into  suitably  selected 
British  inland  fresh  waters  would  in  time  create 
lucrative  local  pearl  and  mother-of-pearl  industries. 
Anyhow  such  experiments  would  be  comparatively 
easy  and  inexpensive. 

J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton,  Oct.  1,  1901. 


THE    VIENNA  INTEKNATIONAL 
FISHEKIES  EXHIBITION,  1902. 


We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
the  curator  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Natural  History 
Department,  has  been  officially  appointed  British 
representative  of  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  and  Fish  Cultiu-e  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Vienna  next  year. 

Mr.  Shrubsole  has  had  so  much  experience  in 
connection  with  fisheries  exhibitions  that  his 
services  ought  to  be  most  useful. 


*  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  tlie  Fishing  Gazette,  kindly 
draws  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  Great  Britain  the  salmon 
usually  only  ascend  our  rivers  a  few  miles  at  a  time,  and  gener- 
ally at  night.  Other  observant,  intelligent  anglers  are  invited 
to  record  their  experience  upon  this  interesting  and  important 
subject. 


THE  LATE  MR.  J.  G.  BROWN, 
OF  KNARESBOROUGH. 


I  have  to  thank  his  friend,  Mr.  F.  Schroeder, 
for  the  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown,  of 
Knaresborough,  well  known  to  so  many  of  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  a  first-rate 
sportsman.  Mr.  Schroeder,  who  is  himself  as  keen 
with  the  rod  and  gun  as  one  can  be,  writes : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  think  a  great  many 
readers  of  the  FisJiing  Gazette  knew  Mr.  J.  G. 
Brown,  of  Knaresborough.  We  buried  him  on 
Sept.  28  I  am  sorry  to  report.  He  was  a  great 
friend  of  Pritt,  and  many  of  Pritt's  designs  of  flies 
and  anecdotes  came  from  him. 

"  As  you  will  see  from  the  Knaresborough  Post 
I  send  you  separately,  he  was  the  life  and  soul 
of  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club.  He  was  so 
much  liked  by  the  large  riparian  owners  in  the 
neighbourhood  that  we  got  seven  miles  on  both 
sides  of  the  Nidd  for  nominal  rents. 

"  I  shall  never  forget  the  first  time  I  met  him  on 
the  Nidd — many  years  ago — when  I  did  not  know  the 
water.  I  had  three  trout  in  my  creel ;  he  said  that 
just  where  we  were  was  a  good  place,  and  induced 
me  to  wade  in  again,  leaving  my  creel  on  the  bank. 
I  tried  the  place  and  got  a  nice  trout.  When  I 
returned  to  the  bank  he  had  gone,  but  my  creel 
was  heavier  than  it  was  before  I  left.  I  looked  into 
it  and  found  that  he  had  put  seventeen  beauties 
in  it ! 


The  Late  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown,  of  Knaresborough. 


"  On  the  Eamont  he  held  the  record  for  many 
years — so  George  Raine  told  me — thirty-five  trout 
above  the  standard  in  one  day.  He  and  Pritt  had 
some  grand  days  at  Frenchfield. 

"  He  was  considered  to  be  the  best  shot  in  the 
county ;  he  hardly  ever  missed. 

"  Some  years  ago  we  were  both  rook  shooting  at 
Red  House,  he  with  his  rifle,  and  I  with  the  gun  to 
shoot  fliers.  While  walking  through  one  of  the 
woods  a  rabbit  ran  across  about  fifty  yards  ahead. 
Shoot  him,  said  Brown.  We  both  did,  I  with  the 
gun  and  he  with  the  rook  rifle  ;  we  killed  the  rabbit 
on  the  spot.  He  picked  him  up  and  asked  me  if 
I  had  killed  him.  I  said  certainly.  He  held  him 
up  by  the  ears  and  the  rabbit  had  a  hole  right 
through  its  shoulder  !  '  Do  you  claim  him  now  ?  ' 
he  asked.  I  did  not  I  assure  you.  I  enclose  his 
photo,  taken  by  myself  a  few  years  ago  ;  everybody 
will  recognise  him.  I  think  it  is  the  only  photo  of 
him,  as  he  never  would  allow  anybody  to  take 
him." 

In  the  Knaresborough  Post  of  Sept.  28,  "Native," 
in  his  "Notes  by  the  Way,"  records  the  death  of  an 
old  and  revered  sportsman,  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown,  whose 
connections  and  associations  with  Knaresborough  were 
life-long.    The  following  is  an  extract : — 

"As  an  ardent  admirer  of  otter  hunting  he  would 
never  give  way  to  the  clamour  of  those  who  wished 
to  kill  the  otter  and  preserve  more  trout  — 
he  held  that  there  was  sport  both  in  otter 
hunting  and  fishing,  and,  therefore,  one  should 
not  suffer  at  the  hands  of  the  other.    With  the 


gun  Mr.  Brown  was  a  crack  shot ;  he  was  acknow- 
ledged to  be  one  of  the  safest  men  with  a  gun, 
and  could  almost  invariably  be  relied  on  to  bag  his 
quarry.  In  the  kindred  sport  of  angling  the  name  of 
'  J.  G.  B.'  was  quite  sufficient  when  making  a  quotation 
from  local  authority.  Ever  since  the  formation  of  the 
Knaresborough  Angling  Club,  in  1875,  along  with 
Mr.  F.  Wolstenholme,  Mr.  Brown  has  occupied  the 
position  of  joint  hon.  secretary,  skilfully  guiding  the 
anglers'  club  through  troublous  times  and  untoward 
circumstances.  'Twas  he,  along  with  a  few  other 
kindred  spirits,  who  introduced,  and  since  continued, 
the  restocking  of  the  local  reaches  of  the  Nidd  with 
trout.  As  an  angler  he  Vf&s  facile  ^mnccps  ;  in  a  word, 
there  wasn't  a  better  all-round  angler  in  the  district. 
With  such  an  enthusiastic  fisherman,  it  was  only 
following  his  bent  when  he  had  a  large  aquarium 
constructed,  in  which  he  kept  both  trout  and  eels, 
and  studied  the  habits  of  both  in  their  captive  state. 
In  the  domain  of  natural  history,  too,  Mr.  Brown  was 
one  of  the  closest  observers,  his  knowledge  of  birds — 
especially  their  nesting  habits — being  most  extensive, 
he  having  spent  many  hours  and  walked  miles  in  order 
to  satisfy  himself  on  some  point  about  which  records 
and  his  practical  observance  scarcely  agreed.  .  .  .  He 
was  well  and  intimately  known  in  a  large  circle  of 
sporting  friends,  amongst  whom  he  will  be  a  missed 
man,  for  if  ever  any  local  scheme  was  initiated  his 
name  was  invariably  among  the  promoters.  He  has 
shot  his  last  grouse,  stalked  his  last  covey  of  part- 
ridges, brought  many  a  gay  pheasant  to  the  ground, 
used  his  skill  in  luring  the  golden  trout  and  the  silver 
grayling,  hunted  the  wily  otter  as  enthusiastically  as 
any  school  lad,  and  now  the  grim  old  enemy  has  taken 
our  dear  friend  under  the  greensward  to  that  land 
from  whence  no  traveller  returns." 


THE  "BACK-END"  SEASON  IN 
SCOTLAND. 


With  the  advent  of  October  comes  the  closing 
down  of  the  angling  year.  It  is  the  beginning  of 
the  end,  and,  in  the  rotation  in  which  they  opened, 
angling  will  be  suspended  from  the  middle  of  the 
month  till  Nov.  1,  when  all,  save  a  few  very  late 
rivers,  remain  open  a  few  weeks  longer. 

Suspension  of  operations  commences  with  the 
very  early  rivers  such  as  the  Tay,  and  goes  the 
round  to  the  Tweed,  which  is  some  six  weeks  later, 
so  that  anglers  very  often  pass  from  Tay  to  Tweed 
to  finish  their  back-end  season,  and  especially  so  is 
this  the  case  when  the  prospects  of  sport  are  good. 
The  bulk  of  Scotch  waters  close  on  Nov.  1,  and  by 
that  time  the  season  is  practically  over. 

October  is  usually  a  good  month  for  sport 
especially  if  there  be  a  spate  or  semi-spate  during 
the  preceding  fortnight  or  so,  when  the  rivers  are 
sweetened,  cleared  of  the  accumulations  of  vegetable 
matter,  algfe,  etc.,  and  made  fit  to  angle  in,  and 
this  is  all  the  more  needed  on  the  smaller  than  on 
the  larger  streams.  Fair  sport  is  presently  being 
had  on  the  Ta,y,  also  a  few  fish  on  the  Dee  and 
Spey,  and  even  on  sucji  minor  streams  as  the 
Ythan  and  Ugie,  where  anglers  bow  to  the  inevitable 
condition  of  real  summer  fishing  and  either  take  to 
worming  or  night  fly  fishing  which  few  southern 
sportsmen  care  to  do.  There  are  plenty  of  fish 
ready  to  ascend  with  a  foot  or  two  more  water  all 
over  the  country,  and  probably  the  closing  weeks 
of  the  back-end  may  yet  be  the  best  of  the  season, 
on  the  lower  beats  at  least. 

There  are  autumn  fish  and  autumn  fish,  and 
towards  the  close  they  are  not  so  desirable  as  earlier 
in  the  season,  hence  the  anxiety  of  anglers  for 
an  early  flood.  The  silvery  autumn  beauties, 
however,  are  game  to  the  heels.  They  may  not  be 
so  sprightly  as  the  spring  run  fish,  but  they  are 
usually  heavier  and  sometimes  as  difficult  to  find. 
There  is  a  common  belief  that  one  has  only  to  cast 
a  fly  over  a  pool  and  an  autumn  fish  is  on  the 
instant  ready  to  seize  it,  while  the  most  expert 
angler,  on  the  other  hand,  has  to  work  hard  to  get 
an  eight  or  nine-pound  springer  amongst  ice  and 
snow,  and  after  all  has  often  to  go  unrewarded. 
This  is  hardly  the  case.  When  spring  fish  are 
plentiful  and  fresh  run,  they  are  as  easily  got  as 
autumn  fish,  although  the  weather  conditions  are 
not  so  acceptable  as  a  rule  in  the  early  spring  as  in 
late  autumn. 

Just  now  anglers  on  such  rivers  as  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  parts  of  the  Dee,  Tay,  and  Spey,  are 
daily  plying  the  pools  with  every  conceivable  lure 
in  the  shape  of  fly,  worm,  minnow,  prawn,  etc., 
and  although  fresh  run  fish  are  present  in  satis- 
factory numbers,  and  although  they  are  actually 
leaping  over  their  lines,  yet  they  are  most  difficult 
to  secure.    It  is  simply  the  condition  of  the  water, 
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and  when  these  conditions  are  altered  for  the  better 
good  sport  will  be  agoing  whether  in  autumn  or 
spring.  The  old  belief  that  anything  will  take  an 
autumn  fish,  from  an  "  old  boot  "  to  an  eel-tail,  is 
not  now  so  frequently  vented  as  in  some  former 
years,  when  sport  was  rife  from  the  middle  of 
August  often  till  the  close  at  the  end  of  October. 

The  advent  of  the  King  and  Court  at  Balmoral 
on  Saturday  last  may  not  be  significant  of  much 
more  Lntercbt  in  salmon  angling  than  has  formerly 
been  the  case  ;  but  it  marks  the  era  in  which  King 
Edward  jiasses  from  heir  to  possessor,  and  comes  to 
take  possession.  His  salmon  angling  days  are  not 
now  likely  to  bulk  largely,  and  yet  there  are  few 
things  he  cared  for  more  in  his  youth  than  a  ten 
linutes'  run  with  the  lordly  salar ;  and  some  thirty 
ears  ago  there  were  few  about  Balmoral,  save  the 
late  Duke  of  Edinbrurgh,  John  Brown,  or  Old 
Donald  Stewart  (who  still  survives),  that  could 
hold  their  own  with  the  then  Prince  of  Wales  in 
killing  a  salmon. 

The  more  significant  fact,  however,  is  that  the 
Duke  of  Cornwall  and  York  will  not  confine  himself 
to  the  Balmoral  waters.  They  are  not  the  cream 
of  the  royal  Dee  at  the  close  of  the  season,  although 
in  the  late  spring  there  are  few  more  tempting  pools 
than  "  Poolslaik,"  the  "  Cradle-pool,"  the  "  Fir- 
tree,"  or  the  '•  Birkhall-bridge,"  but  only  in  an 
exceptionally  wet  and  early  autumn  are  fresh  run 
lish  to  be  found  there  before  the  close  of  the  back- 
end,  and  so  the  Duke  will  in  all  likelihood  draw 
more  and  more  upon  the  many  other  sources  of 
sport  all  over  the  north  (which  are  always  at  his 
disposal),  and  salmon  angling  in  general,  and 
back-end  angling  in  particular,  will  become  more 
popular  than  ever.  The  Duchess  of  Cornwall  and 
York  is  not  an  angler,  but  the  Queen  is  very  fond  of 
a  day's  trouting,  and  probably  the  infection  may 
take  on. 

Autumn  flies  are  as  a  rule  smaller  than  those 
usually  used  with  the  heavier  spring  floods.  They 
are  the  same  all-roimd  taking  patterns,  leading  off 
with  the  popular  Jock  Scot,  and  including  all  the 
standard  combinations  of  fur  and  feather.  Probably 
more  fancy  flies  may  be  used  in  autumn  than  in 
spring,  and  Gordons,  Doctors  (Silver  and  Blue), 
Butchers,  and  such  like  may  be  foimd  more  in 
evidence  than  Eagles,  Akroyds,  Tricolours,  etc., 
although  everything  almost  depends  again  on  the 
weather  and  water  conditions  prevailing  at  the 
moment.  As  autumn  fish  are  heavier  as  a  rule, 
the  gut  should  usually  be  of  the  strongest,  for  one 
may  not  know  when  the  engagement  may  be  with 
a  sixteen  or  a  thirty-six  pounder. 

The  prawn  is  a  favourite  autumn  lure,  and 
probably  one  of  the  best  that  can  be  employed 
where  there  is  plenty  of  water,  so  as  not  to  disturb 
other  people  in  their  equal  rights  ;  but  where  both 
sides  of  the  stream  is  possessed  there  can  be  no 
question  as  to  its  use  as  one  of  the  very  first  of 
semi-natural  baits.  Let  one  present  it  to  the 
salmon  in  its  natural  state  as  one  may,  it  is  no  use 
in  the  river  till  boiled.  It  is  an  enigma,  but  there 
it  stands.  Special  prawn  tackle  should  be  used, 
and  in  working  the  prawn  it  should  be  spun  more 
after  the  nature  of  a  lobworm  than  a  Devon  or 
other  artificial  minnow.  It  rolls  rather  than  spins, 
and  as  a  rule  is  gorged  by  the  fish  after  the  manner 
of  a  worm.  The  gudgeon,  natural  minnow,  and 
Malloch's  new  sand-eel  are  all  excellent  autumn 
lures  after  the  fly.  G.  M. 


ANNUAL  SEA  FISHEKIES 
EEPOET.* 


At  this  most  interesting  crisis  in  the  history  of 
British  sea  fisheries,  while  thousands  of  starving 
people  have  been  rioting  in  Grimsby,  the  metropolis 
of  steam  trawling,  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries'  report 
is  of  peculiar  interest.  For  years  the  perilous  state 
of  our  sea  fisheries  has  been  preached  by  various 
writers  in  this  anglers'  paper,  but  the  subject 
outside,  both  by  the  public  Press  and  the  authori- 
ties, has  been  utterly  neglected  and  overlooked. 

The  report  of  our  inspectors  in  the  past  year  by 
year  has  dealt  with  our  sea  fisheries  rmder  various 
different  headings. 

They  may  be  briefly  given  as  follows : — 

1.  Style  of  fishing  pursued  and  class  and  number 
of  vessels. 

2.  Total  quantity  and  value  of  fish  landed. 

*  Sea  Fisheries  (England  and  Wales).  Fifteenth  Annual  Keport 
for  1900.   Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  1901. 


3.  Number  of  men  and  boys  employed,  together 
with  number  of  lads  apprenticed. 

4.  Special  reports  on  special  fisheries. 

5.  Reports  on  examinations  for  skippers  and 
first  hands. 

6.  Loss  of  life  on  fishing  vessels. 

7.  Casualties  requiring  legal  investigation. 

8.  Quantity  of  fish  destroyed. 

This  year  the  inspectors  have  added : — 

9.  The  notes  of  investigations  into  the  areas 
fished  and  their  respective  yields  as  regards 
trawlers,  especially  tliose  propelled  by  steam. 

10.  Bates  of  wages  compared  with  previous 
years. 

11.  Results  of  enquiry  into  development  of  steam 
trawling  in  other  North  Sea  States. 

The  tenour  of  this  year's  report  is  to  confirm  the 
gloomy  views  that  have  been  yearly  gaining  ground 
as  regards  the  failure  of  the  North  Sea  fishing 
areas. 

The  murderous  otter  trawl  is  everywhere  in  use, 
which  permits  of  rougher  ground  and  deeper  water 
being  fished  than  was  possible  with  the  beam 
trawl.  Indeed,  the  report  states  that  "  the 
use  of  the  otter  trawl  in  place  of  the  beam  trawl 
has  resulted  in  the  spread  of  the  net,  and  the 
depth  at  which  it  can  be  worked,  being  increased 
twofold." 

On  the  subject  of  the  total  quantity  and  value 
of  fish  landed  there  is  a  slightly  less  figure  as 
regards  amount,  and  slightly  greater  as  regards 
price ;  indeed,  the  price  is  9  per  cent,  higher  in 
the  last  two  years.  The  most  important  fact  is 
contained  in  the  tables  made  up  to  show  as  much 
as  possible  the  grounds  from  which  these  fish  are 
being  taken.  Thus  Hull,  Grimsby,  and  Boston, 
the  great  steam  trawling  centres  fishing  Icelandic 
and  Faroese  waters,  are  in  one  table,  and  North 
Shields,  Sunderland,  Hartlepool,  Scarborough, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  Ramsgate,  ports  fishing 
mainly  the  North  Sea,  in  the  other. 

The  outcome  of  these  tables  is  to  show  a 
failure  of  prime  fish  gradually  progressive  for  ten 
years,  till  this  year  the  ;take  is  33  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1891  in  the  total  catch  of  the  ports  fishing 
the  North  Sea  only. 

In  those  fishing  Icelandic  waters,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  takes  of  prime  fish  gradually  increased 
from  1891  to  1896,  then  they  dropped  below  those 
of  1891  for  two  years,  although  the  quantity  of 
vessels  fishing  these  northern  waters  had  nearly 
doubled.  During  the  last  two  seasons,  with 
four  times  the  number  of  steam  vessels  than  there 
were  in  1891,  the  takes  are  only  ten  per  cent,  and 
fourteen  per  cent,  higher  than  in  the  year  named. 

Is  it  wonderful  that  the  trawling  companies  can 
no  longer  make  profits,  or  that  the  starving  fisher- 
men riot  ? 

The  fisheries  have  failed,  and  the  pinch  has 
come.  Mr.  Alward,  the  managing  director  of  the 
North  Sea  Steam  Trawling  Co.,  Limited,  of 
Grimsby,  said,  at  the  National  Sea  Fisheries 
Protection  Conference,  at  Fishmongers'  Hall,  on 
March  31,  1898 :  "  The  British  people  ask  if  we 
can,  as  things  are  at  present,  go  on  supplying  them 
with  fish.    I  say  emphatically,  No !  " 

Now  our  inspectors'  tables  prove  the  same  thing, 
and  the  Grimsby  strike  clinches  the  argument.  In 
considering  the  question  of  the  number  of  men  and 
boys  employed,  the  figures  giving  the  type  of  vessels 
employed  should  be  read  alongside.  Thus  in  1893 
there  were  19,030  tons  of  steam  vessels  and  116,971 
tons  of  sailing  craft,  out  of  a  total  of  136,001  tons 
first-class  boats.  In  1899  the  steam  had  gone  up 
to  54,063  tons  and  the  sailing  craft  50,814  tons, 
total,  104.877  tons.  In  1900  the  steam  vessels 
were  60,706  tons,  the  sailing  craft  38,033  tons, 
total,  98,739  tons. 

In  plain  words,  in  1893  the  sailing  vessels  were 
fourteen  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  in  1899  they  were 
over  one  half,  and  in  1900  sixty  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  tonnage,  and  the  men  in  the  last  year  had 
been  reduced  in  numbers  by  nearly  a  thousand. 

The  number  of  apprentices  registered  in  1896 
was  220,  and  every  year  there  have  been  fewer  till 
in  1900  only  111  were  added  to  the  list. 

Year  after  year  the  inspectors  have  noted  that 
the  candidates  for  examination  for  skippers  and 
first  hands'  certificates  have  been  unsatisfactory  as 
regards  knowledge.  This  year  the  report  runs  as 
follows : — 

"  From  the  reports  of  the  examiners  it  appears 
that  at  Hull  and  Grimsby  fewer  men  presented 
themselves  for  examination  last  year,  but  that  on 
the  whole  a  higher  percentage  of  them  obtained 


certificates.  This  decrease  is  attributed  to  the 
general  depreciation  in  the  fishing  trade.  The 
failures  seem  to  be  principally  due  to  entire  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  rule  of  the  road  and  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Iluinber,  though  on  the  whole 
the  men  are  gradually  improving  themselves  and 
taking  more  interest  in  their  work.  At  other  ports 
most  of  the  failures  appear  to  have  been  in 
navigation." 

The  present  report,  though  proceeding  on  the 
lines  of  the  previous  records,  is  a  great  advance 
both  as  regards  the  matter  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  put  together.  For  perhaf)S  the  first 
time  new  and  valuable  material  has  been  put  on 
record,  which  proves  incontestably  the  perilous 
condition  in  which  our  sea  fisheries  now  are. 

Charles  S.  Pattkkson. 


EXCUESION   TO  THE  RIVER 
SCAURDALE.* 


As  the  season  for  salmon-fishing  was  now  draw- 
ing fast  to  a  close,  I  determined  to  devote  the  few 
remaining  days  of  it  to  the  rivers,  leaving  the  deer 
and  the  forest  for  a  time  at  least  unmolested. 

This  determination  was  further  confirmed  by  the 
very  opportune  arrival  of  the  Laird's  eldest  son 
Alister,  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  sports  of  all  kinds, 
for  a  visit  of  a  few  days.  Having  obtained  per- 
mission from  a  neighbouring  proprietor  for  himself 
and  a  friend  to  fish  for  a  couple  of  days  in  an 
excellent  river,  the  Scaurdale,  distant  about  forty 
miles,  he  kindly  invited  me  to  accompany  him  ; 
and,  as  the  accoimts  he  brought  of  the  prospect  of 
sport  were  sufiiciently  promising,  you  may  well 
imagine  I  was  by  no  means  loth  to  accept  the 
invite.  Though  owe  own  neighbourhood  had  for 
some  time  enjoyed  a  full  share  of  rain,  the  river 
we  were  about  to  visit,  he  informed  me,  had  not 
been  so  favoured,  having  for  several  weeks  been 
very  low.  The  rains,  however,  of  the  last  few  days 
having  produced  a  considerable  "  speyet,"  the 
salmon,  which  for  want  of  water  had  long  been 
collecting  and  lingering  about  the  mouth,  were  at 
length  able  to  make  their  way  up  the  stream,  and 
were  now  doing  so  in  great  numbers. 

Alister  being  an  experienced  hand,  the  needful 
preparations  were  left  to  his  discretion ;  and  the 
first  beam  of  the  morning  saw  us  seated  in  a  trap 
behind  a  stout  highland  pony,  and  starting  for  the 
scene  of  sport  in  prospectu.  It  M  as  a  lovely  morn- 
ing, somewhat  chill,  but  with  a  sky  cloudless,  save 
where  a  small  speck  here  and  there  dotted  the 
welkin,  and  from  its  rich  roseate  fringe  foretold  the 
coming  of  the  yet  in\asible  "  lamp  of  day."  Such 
mornings,  however,  are  frequently,  indeed  gener- 
ally, succeeded  by  a  rainy  day  ;  and  we  began  to 
fear  dirty  weather,  and  an  increased  "  speyet." 
The  rivers  were  already  sufficiently  high,  and,  as 
an  additional  flood  would  not  improve  the  fishing, 
the  prospect  was  not  cheering ;  but  we  hoped  for 
the  best. 

Of  our  route,  pretty  as  it  was,  and  characteristic 
of  the  Highlands,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  the  best 
description  I  can. 

For  the  first  half-dozen  miles  there  was  nothing 
very  striking ;  but  we  then  began  to  wind  om-  way 
through  a  birchen  forest,  the  trees  lining  the  road 
on  either  side,  almost  meeting  over  our  heads, 
completely  shutting  us  in,  and  imparting  an  air  of 
seclusion,  which,  with  the  deathlike  sOence  that 
reigned  around,  unbroken  save  by  the  clinking  of 
the  pony  and  the  rumble  of  the  wheels,  seemed  to 
commimicate  itself  to  our  feelings  and  to  cast  a 
spell  on  our  tongues.  Occasionally,  as  we  got  a 
glimpse  along  some  glade  in  the  forest,  we  saw  the 
black-cock  stealing  oft'  to  the  shelter  of  the  ferns, 
or  the  roe  in  security  straining  its  pretty  neck  to 
reach  the  tenderest  shoots  on  the  bkchen  bough. 
Altogether  it  was  such  a  morning  as  I  never  saw 
before,  and  in  all  lilielihood  never  shall  see  again ; 
indeed  a  second  such  w'ould  not  produce  a  sLmUar 
effect.  There  was  something  so  new  to  me,  a 
Southron,  in  the  combination  of  perfect  peace  and 
calm,  the  thorough  security'  of  the  frequenters  of 
the  wood,  the  wildness  of  the  district  around,  and 
yet  the  Devonshire-like  character  of  the  lane  we 
were  following,  that  I  felt  quite  spell-boimd.  My 
companion,  too,  though  no  stranger  to  the  scene, 
was  not  thoroughly  proof  against  its  influence ; 
and  for  some  distance  we  drove  on  in  silence,  till  a 
sudden  turn  brought  us  unexpectedly  on  a  small 

*  From  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 
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herd  of  roe  quietly  grazing  in  the  road.  Though 
not  more  than  a  hundred  yards  away,  they  exhi- 
bited no  signs  of  alarm,  but  merely  springing 
gracefully  to  the  top  of  the  bank,  one  by  one  took 
a  steady  survey  of  us  as  we  approached,  and  then 
disappeared  within  the  covert. 

shortly  after  this  the  nature  of  the  scenery 
changed.  Our  road  lay  along  the  banks  of  an  in- 
land frith  or  arm  of  the  sea,  ruiming  up  the  country 
some  twenty  miles.  In  some  parts  the  shore  rose 
quickly  to  an  elevation  of  fifteen  hundred  feet,  in 
others  receding  into  open  moors  stretching  far 
away  to  our  left.  Where  the  rise  was  abrupt  the 
road  was  blasted  and  cut  in  the  solid  rock,  at  a 
height  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  above 
the  water.  The  rocks  were  covered  with  the 
mountain -ash,  dwarf  oaks,  and  stunted  birch, 
whose  roots  found  a  scanty  hold  and  meagre  sub- 
sistence among  their  fissures  and  interstices  ;  while 
about  them  were  congregated,  like  so  many  satel- 
lites, tufts  of  various  kinds  of  ferns  and  lichens ; 
the  ivy  and  the  stagshom  moss  hanging  down  in 
graceful  festoons,  or  the  foxglove  ringing  its  many 
bells,  glistening  with  the  morning  dew.  Here  and 
there  a  giant  pine  reared  his  tall  head  high  above 
all  the  rest,  the  wood-pigeon  still  roosting  or  cooing 
among  the  clusters  of  fir-apples.  Many  a  tiny  burn 
tinkled  its  way  from  stone  to  stone,  and,  creeping 
quietly  across  our  course,  fell  over  the  precipice 
and  was  lost  on  the  beach  below.  Occasionally  a 
larger  stream,  swollen  into  a  torrent,  dashed  from 
rock  to  rock  down  towards  the  road,  and  then, 
when  within  a  yard  of  our  wheels,  suddenly  dis- 
appeared through  a  stone-built  tunnel  beneath  us  ; 
while  up  its  course  might  be  seen  a  few  solitary 
wild  roses  still  lingering  in  the  shade,  as  though 
loth  to  withdraw  their  charms  from  these  lovely 
"  neuks  "  ;  and  sometimes,  above  all,  a  slight  rain- 
bow hung  suspended  in  steaming  spray. 

When  we  came  to  the  open  moor,  we  saw  the 
cock  grouse  stationed  here  and  there,  like  a  solitary 
sentinel  on  some  hillock,  watching  our  approach 
with  jealous  eye  ;  while  now  and  then  we  detected 
a  brood  of  young  birds  crouching  beneath  some 
whin-bush.  Presently,  we  caught  sight  of  a  small 
bird  skimming  across  the  muir  in  pursuit  of  a  larger 
one,  which,  as  they  winged  their  way  nearer  to  us, 
proved  to  be  a  merlin  and  a  grouse.  In  vain  the 
latter  strained  himself  to  the  utmost,  and  en- 
deavoured to  elude  his  ruthless  pursuer.  They 
both  crossed  the  road  a  few  yards  in  advance  of 
us,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  the  merlin 
struck  his  prey  to  the  ground.  The  courage  of  this 
small  species  of  hawk  is  very  great.  I  am  told 
that  they  not  unfrequently  hover  about  the  sports- 
man while  he  is  shooting  on  the  moor  ;  and  a  single 
merlin  has  been  known  to  strike  down  a  woimded 
grouse  considerably  larger  than  himself,  within 
range  of  gun,  and  without  compunction  or  delay 
quietly  commence  tearing  up  the  prey. 

As  we  drove  along,  the  lapwing  was  wheeling 
round  in  the  air,  and  broke  the  stillness  of  the 
solitude  by  her  mournful  note,  occasionally  joined 
by  the  whistle  of  the  cui-lew  as  he  hurried  to  his 
feeding-ground  on  some  lone  marsh.  Presently  our 
road  brought  us  once  more  to  the  shore  of  the 
frith,  which  stretched,  smooth  as  glass,  far  as  the 
eye  could  distinguish  in  one  direction,  being  there 
belted  by  a  thin  streak  of  white,  the  breakers  of 
the  ocean  ;  while  in  the  opposite  direction  it  wound 
along  for  some  miles,  gradually  narrowing  until  it 
became  lost  among  the  hills  in  the  blue  distance. 

Here  and  there  might  be  seen  a  solitary  heron 
dreaming  on  one  leg,  wliile ,  others  were  picking 
their  way  over  the  shingle,  or  standing  motionless, 
knee-deep  in  water,  as  they  watched  for  the  fish 
that  swam  heedlessly  by,  and  in  a  moment  were 
transported  from  their  proper  element  to  the  bowels 
of  their  greedy  devourers. 

Further  out,  the  great  northern  diver,  or  other 
smaller  water-fowl,  were  dimpling  the  surface  of 
the  frith,  as  they  washed  their  plumage  and  dis- 
ported beneath  the  morning  sun  ;  while  now  and 
then  a  heavy  splash  marked  the  course  of  the 
salmon,  who  hugged  the  shore  on  his  way  to  the 
higher  waters  of  some  river.  I  looked  in  vain  for 
^any  signs  of  a  seal.  Though  not  at  all  uncommon 
in  this  arm  of  the  sea  —  indeed,  much  more 
numerous  than  the  fishermen  would  have  them — 
not  a  head  of  them  was  visible  this  morning.  But 
more  than  half-way  across  the  water,  two  or  three 
porpoises  were  ploughing  the  deep,  following 
doubtless  the  course  of  some  shoal  of  herrings,  in 
their  peculiar  rolling  fashion. 

I  had  an  anecdote  related  to  me  lately  by  a 


Highland  gentleman,  which  illustrates  the  sagacity 
and  skill  of  these  fish  in  pursuit  of  their  prey.  He 
was  standing  on  a  small  rocky  promontory  jutting 
out  into  a  salt-water  loch,  in  front  of  the  hotel  at 
which  he  was  staying.  His  attention  was  attracted 
by  some  objects  in  the  distance,  which,  as  they 
came  nearer,  jjroved  to  be  five  porpoises.  They 
were  making  straight  for  the  part  of  the  cliff'  where 
he  was  stationed,  and  as  it  was  a  most  beautiful 
daj',  and  the  water  perfectly  clear,  as  well  as  deep 
up  to  the  very  cliff'  itself,  he  determined  to  watch 
their  movements.  On  came  the  porpoises,  all  five 
abreast ;  and  as  they  approached  he  distinctly  saw 
a  whole  shoal  of  herrings,  their  silvery  coats 
twinkling  in  the  sunshine,  as  they  dashed  through 
the  water  before  their  pursuers.  The  porpoises 
jilayed  their  parts  with  as  much  skill  as  so  many 
trained  shepherd-dogs  driving  a  flock  to  the  fold. 
As  they  neared,  they  formed  into  a  crescent,  so  as 
to  shut  in  as  much  as  possible  the  tiny  crowd 
before  them  ;  and  at  length,  when  arrived  immedi- 
ately beneath  the  position  of  my  informant — the 
herrings  being  crowded  thickly  together  by  the 
cliff'  in  fi-ont,  and  the  circling  enemy  behind — the 
porpoises  simultaneously  plunged  into  the  jostling 
terrified  mass*;  and  the  gentleman  assured  me  he 
could  literally  see  numbers  of  the  twinkling  crowd 
engulphed  by  the  open  jaws  of  the  porpoises — a 
bourn  from  which,  doubtless,  none  would  ever 
return. 

After  a  drive  of  some  twenty-five  miles,  we 
reached  a  small  wayside  inn,  where  we  put  up  our 
pony  for  a  bait  of  two  or  three  hours  ;  and  having 
discussed  a  Scotch  breakfast,  consisting  of  fish 
cooked  in  three  or  four  different  forms,  oatcakes, 
bannocks,  and  marmalade,  preceded  by  a  "  nip " 
of  bitters  as  a  provocative  of  the  appetite  (very 
unnecessary,  by-the-bye,  on  the  present  occasion, 
when  the  morning  air  and  the  long  drive  had  gener- 
ated a  sufficient  degree  of  voracity),  we  unpacked 
our  fishing-tackle,  and,  there  being  a  small  river 
near  at  hand  belonging  to  the  same  proprietor  as 
the  water  we  were  invited  to  fish,  and  which  after 
a  speyet  not  unfrequently  aff'orded  very  fair  sport, 
we  proceeded  to  spend  the  remaining  two  hours  of 
our  bait  in  trying  its  merit.  The  Chruim  is  but  a 
small  stream,  save  when  swollen  by  rain,  the  eff'ects 
of  which,  however,  seldom  last  beyond  a  few  hours. 
At  this  time  we  found  it  of  very  fair  dimensions, 
and  the  salmon  were  evidently  making  the  most  of 
the  short  opportunity,  for  we  saw  them  constantly 
springing  out  of  the  water  on  their  upward 
course. 

After  following  the  course  of  the  stream  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  we  came  to  the  only  pool  on  the 
river — Poul  Glas,  or  the  Grey  Pool,  so  called  from 
the  colour  of  the  rocks  around  it.  Here  the  salmon 
congregate  before  ascending  the  fall  just  above  ; 
and  here  we  commenced  operations.  I  took  the 
part  of  the  pool  nearest  to  the  fall,  being  separated 
from  it  by  a  rapid,  which  plimged  through  some 
huge  fragments  of  rock  almost  meeting  overhead, 
and  reminding  one  of  the  "  blue  Symplegades," 
famed  in  ancient  story  for  closing  on  the  ill-fated 
vessels  that  passed  between  their  rocky  jaws.  On 
one  of  these  fragments  I  took  my  stand,  and, 
casting  my  fly  on  the  dark  water  boiling  just  below, 
I  soon  raised  a  fish,  but  did  not  succeed  in  hooking 
him.  After  a  slight  delay  I  cast  again,  and  again ; 
but,  after  repeated  trials  and  no  success,  as  there 
was  no  other  likely  spot  except  that  occupied  by 
my  companion,  I  went  up  the  fall  and  watched  the 
waters  tumbling  from  ledge  to  ledge,  from  stone  to 
stone.  While  standing  by  I  observed  more  than 
one  salmon  attempt  to  scale  the  height,  but  without 
success. 

After  a  few  minutes  spent  in  this  way,  I  de- 
scended, and,  having  again  tried  my  part  of  the 
pool  and  caught  nothing,  though  I  raised  more 
than  one  good  fish,  I  threw  down  my  rod  and  turned 
to  watch  Alister,  who  was  fishing  within  a  few 
yards  of  me,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  pool.  He  had 
hooked  a  good  fish  while  I  was  up  at  the  falls,  and 
was  just  about  to  k-md  it  as  I  joined  him.  A  grizzly 
old  keeper  or  "  water-bailie,"  who  had  accompanied 
us,  was  rendering  assistance  with  his  gatf,  and 
speedily  laid  the  fish  gasping  on  the  shingle. 
Alister  now  cast  his  fly  at  the  head  of  a  runnel 
just  as  it  left  the  pool,  bidding  me  watch  the  event, 
as  he  had  marked  a  good  fish  rise  a  moment  before 
in  that  spot.  The  third  cast  proved  successful, 
and  in  ten  minutes  there  were  a  couple  of  fine  fish 
lying  on  the  shingle,  and  a  third,  hooked  in  the 
same  spot,  fighting  desperately  for  his  life.  Alister 
off'ered  his  rod  to  me,  which  of  course  I  took  with 


pleasure,  and  after  a  careful  and  patient  struggle  I 
landed  my  fish.  I  then  took  a  cast  with  Alister's 
rod  a  few  yards  into  the  pool,  and  the  "  butch^y; 
fly,"  which  had  already  proved  itself  worthy  of  its 
name,  still  maintained  its  character  by  quickly 
hooking  a  fourth  fish,  which  succumbed  after  a  ten 
minutes'  struggle. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  SUEPRISE. 


It  came  about  in  this  way.  I  had  journeyed 
down  to  the  historical  town  of  Newbury  in  the  lirsb 
week  of  September  to  have  a  few  days  amongst  the 
gi-aylu3g,  which  are  very  plentiful  in  the  little 
Lambourne  stream  there.  The  old  familiar  Swan, 
on  its  very  banks,  which  for  years  has  been  the 
headquarters  of  many  fishermen  who  visit  the 
district,  was  hardly  recognisable.  The  former 
tenants  had  removed  to  a  new  and  commodious 
villa  higlier  up  the  London  road,  and  the  inn  itself 
was  in  the  hands  of  painters  and  decorators,  who, 
not  too  early,  were  engaged  in  renovating  and 
brightening  up  the  quaint  and  picturesque  hostelry. 
Other  changes  had  been  made,  but  the  river  still 
flowed  quietly  on  to  join  hands  with  its  big  brother 
the  Kennet  below  Ham  Mill.  The  grayling  were 
to  be  seen  in  fair  numbers,  and  of  goodly  propor- 
tions, as  a  casual  walk  upstream  in  the  direction  of 
Shaw  Mill  showed  me  to  my  complete  satisfaction. 

For  the  special  occasion  I  had  dressed  a  fly 
which  I  fancied  might  tempt  this  coy  fish,  one 
displaying  bold  contrasts  of  colour,  with  plenty  of 
gold  and  glitter  about  it,  and  this  fly  was  made 
after  the  following  fashion — Body  :  bright  green  herl 
from  the  sword  feather  of  the  peacock,  ribbed  with 
flat  gold ;  tag  :  ibis  of  broad  proportions  ;  and  for 
wings  and  legs  a  pure  honey  dun  hackle,  a  beautiful 
sample,  too,  I  had  had  kindly  sent  me  by  Pickersgill, 
of  Holbeck  fame.  The  fly,  in  fact,  was  an  improved 
Green  Insect,  than  which  there  is  no  better  grayling 
fly,  take  it  all  in  all,  that  I  know  of.  I  may  say, 
too,  that  at  times  trout  evince  a  particular  fondness 
for  this  pattern,  and  tailors  frequently  fall  victims 
to  its  seductiveness. 

A  few  of  these  nondescripts  I  had  dressed  on 
hooks  of  various  sizes  and  resolved  that  they  should 
be  given  a  fair  trial.  At  7.30  the  next  morning 
there  was  a  respectable  head  of  water,  but  the  wind 
was  north-east,  and  it  was  decidedly  chilly  even  for 
September.  Nothing  daunted  I  put  up  one  of  the 
new  flies  on  a  00  hook,  affixing  it  to  a  gossamer 
point,  the  river  being  as  clear*  as  crystal.  It  was 
not  long  before  I  found  a  shoal  of  grayling  to 
operate  upon  reposing  at  the  bottom  of  a  patch  of 
gravel  between  a  run  of  weeds.  I  got  well  above 
them  and  commenced  to  cast.  They  were  not 
moving  at  surface  food,  otherwise  my  tactics  would 
have  been  different — I  should  have  attacked  them 
from  the  rear,  fishing  the  same  fly  dry.  I  may 
state,  in  parentheses,  that  I  have  found  on  more 
than  one  occasion  that  when  grayling  are  not  rising 
they  take  a  dry  fly  very  indifferently,  but  when  they 
break  the  surface  of  the  water  to  secure  something 
in  the  way  of  food  brought  down  by  the  stream,  it 
is  tedious  and  unprofitable  work  to  try  and  get  them 
to  move  at  a  sunk  fly. 

But  to  proceed.  I  had  not  cast  half  a  dozen  times 
before  I  noticed  the  familiar  swirl  denoting  a  rise, 
and  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  landing  my  first  gray- 
ling of  the  day,  a  respectable  specimen  of  lib.  in 
weight.  There  were  several  left  and  I  was  soon  at 
it  again.  After  a  minute  perhaps,  I  had  another 
tug,  but  this  time  it  was  no  grayling  whose  attention 
I  had  attracted.  The  moment  the  fish  was  hooked  it 
rushed  several  yards  down  stream  and  as  I  was  only 
able  to  put  a  slight  strain  upon  it  by  reason  of  the 
thin  point  to  which  the  lure  was  affixed,  I  expected 
every  moment  to  be  weeded  and  lose  the  fish.  I 
took  particular  care  that  I  should  not  be  seen,  and 
retained  the  kneeling  position  I  had  assumed 
behind  a  bank  of  nettles.  Here  I  crouched  until 
the  fish  was  played  out  after  a  hard  and  exciting 
tussle.  When  I  returned  to  the  cottage  to  break- 
fast I  found  that  the  weight  of  the  trout  was 
lib.  lOoz.,  one  of  the  heaviest  Lambourne  trout 
killed  this  present  season.  I  ■  was  more  than 
satisfied  with  the  success  of  the  confection  in 
scarlet,  green,  and  gold  which  I  had  manufactured. 

After  the  first  meal  of  the  day  had  been  disposed 
of — all  too  eagerly  for  the  good  of  one's  digestion— 
the  wind  had  got  up  in  real  earnest.  It  blew  half 
a  gale  straight  across  stream  from  one  bank  to  th? 
other,  and  I  was  rather  interested  to  know  how  the 
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fly  woidd  come  off  under  these  altered  circum- 
stances. I,  of  course,  knew  that  a  big  Wickham 
or  a  Red  Tag  fished  wet  would  probably  do  well 
cast  right  under  the  lee-shore,  whither  all  the 
.  insect  life-would  be  blown,  and  had  every  hope 
that  with  the  new  fly  I  might  pick  up  here  and 
there  a  trout  or  grayling.  Seeing  that  the  former 
were  not  averse  to  taking  the  fresh  pattern,  I  used 
a  larger  one  than  that  with  which  I  had  captured 
my  first  brace  of  fish  and  changed  the  00  size  for  a 
No.  2.  I  quickly  bagged  a  brace  of  good  grayling — 
one  of  lib.  and  tlie  second  of  lib.  4oz. — and  a 
couple  of  nine-inch  trout,  the  latter  being  put 
back.  Late  striking  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
discerning  the  rises  lost  me  several  nice  trout, 
but  ere  lunch  time  had  arrived  I  had  to  my 
credit  two  brace  of  trout  of  from  12oz.  to 
lib.  4oz.  in  weight — excellent  samples  for  this 
stream  where  quantity  rather  than  size  obtains. 
True  there  was  a  consignment  of  Kennet  trout — 
several  score,  if  I  remember  aright — introduced 
into  the  Lamboume  two  or  three  years  back,  with  a 
view  to  improve  the  breed,  but  the  coldness  of  the 
water  seems  to  have  been  too  much  for  them,  and 
none  to  my  knowledge  have  been  brought  to  the 
net  during  the  present  season.  On  the  authority 
of  the  late  keeper — Canning  by  name — they  have 
died  off  one  by  one,  and  at  the  present  time  one 
would  be  mightily  siu-prised  to  get  one  of  the 
31b.  Kennet  trout  which  were  placed  in  the  pre- 
serve not  so  very  long  since. 

In  the  evening  I  secured  a  sixth  trout,  large 
enough  to  basket,  and  several  brace  of  small  ones, 
but  no  more  grayling  took  the  fly,  probably  on 
account  of  the  roughness  of  the  water.  My  total 
bag  for  the  day  was  three  brace  of  trout,  one-and-a- 
half  brace  of  grayling,  and  three-and-a-half  brace 
of  trout  returned — sufficient  proof  of  the  efficacy  of 
the  improved  "  Green  Insect." 

_  The  next  day,  under  precisely  the  same  con- 
ditions of  wind  and  weather — bright  sunshine  and 
a  strong  gale — I  ought  to  have  gone  one  better 
than  I  did  on  the  first  outing.  "Within  an.  hour 
after  commencing  I  had  on  two  brace  of  fine  trout, 
but  lost  every  one  of  them — two  weeded  me  most 
effectually  and  the  other  twain  came  unstuck. 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  I  ascribed  my  inability  to  hold 
them  to  the  shape  of  the  hook  I  was  then  using — a 
down-eyed  Limerick.  It  seemed  to  me  so  unusual, 
fishing  as  I  was  with  a  No.  2  hook,  to  lose 
four  fish  which  came  'at  the  fly  with  a  rush 
that  I  lay  all  the  blame  on  the  hook.  A 
pattern  I  had  used  the  previous  day — Hall's  up- 
eyed  — was  substituted,  and  I  lost  no  fish  after  that. 
I  was  only  able,  however,  to  show  a  brace  and  a  half 
of  trout  above  the  limit  size  as  the  result  of  several 
hours'  work.  The  grayling  were  still  upset  by  the 
wind  and  rough  water.  I  carefully  and  patiently 
tried  them  with  winged  flies,  Bumbles,  and  sundry 
fancy  patterns,  but  beyond  rising  a  couple  of  fish, 
which  came  in  a  faint-hearted  manner  and  were 
missed,  I  could  do  nothing  with  them. 

I  may  add  that  the  evening  fishing,  which  is 
generally  excellent  with  the  big  sedge,  has  been 
decidedly  bad  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  nights 
and  the  lowness  of  the  water.  A  fair  number  of 
sedges — those  large  fellows  one  is  accustomed  to 
see  on  the  Kennet— come  out  every  night,  but  with 
terribly  low  water  and  a  slack  stream  sport  has 
been  unremimerative. 

On  the  third  day  of  my  stay  a  welcome  change 
in  the  wind  came  about  and  the  grayling  came 
better.  In  a  morning's  fishing  I  had  a  leash  of  fish 
going  41b.  and  a  few  trout,  stiU  keeping  to  the 
gaudy  fly  aforementioned.  But  I  failed  to  improve 
upon  the  grand  sport  of  four  and  a  half  brace  of 
fine  trout  and  grayling  I  experienced  on  a  piece  of 
water  heavily  fished  when  the  glorified  Green  Insect 
was  first  introduced  to  the  Lambom-ne  fish. 

The  Chiel. 


Mb.  W.  Nash,  of  St.  Neot's,  writes  •— "  This 
morning  (Sept.  30)  a  barbel  of  G^lh.  was  brought  into 
the  Half  Moon  Hotel  for  me  to  see.  It  was  caught  by 
an  otter,  which  was  disturbed  by  some  boys  before 
he  had  commenced  his.  meal,  and  was  still  alive, 
only  the  teeth  marks  of  the  otter  being  visible.  You 
will  remember  some  six  or  seven  years  ago  a  barbel  of 
81b.  was  caught  here,  and  some  correspondent  in  your 
columns  threw  a  doubt  upon  its  being  a  barbel  until 
convmced  that  it  was.  .  Some  barbel  were  put  into  the 
Ouse  some  twenty-five  years  ago  at  Bedford,  and  this 
no  doubt  is  one  of  these  or  a  lineal  descendant.  I 
have  often  heard  of  barbel  being  seen  in  the  river  near 
nere,  but  thought  them  '  fairy  tales.'  " 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEKS. 


(From  the  ''Book  of  the  Boach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grevillb  Fennbll.) 
{Continued  from  page  207.) 

CHAPTER  YIll.— continued. 
Bank  Fishing.— Bank  anglers  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Thames  meet  with  but  little 
encouragement,  at  least  in  those  portions  of  the 
river  which  are  mostly  fished  from  punts.  One 
reason  is  that  in  many  places  the  banks  are  not 
favourable  to  angling ;  another,  that  the  fish 
naturally  go  where  they  find  most  food ;  thus  the 
habit  of  casting  in  ground-bait  regularly  at  certain 
pitches  must  necessarily  make  the  chances  of 
those  who  angle  from  the  bank  comparatively 
small.  Although  good  bags  may  occasionally  be 
made  by  fishing  from  the  margin  of  the  stream,  we 
would  advise  the  bank  angler,  if  possible,  to 
frequent  those  places  only  which  are  not  visited  by 
parties  afloat.  There  are  swims  near  locks  and 
weirs  in  which,  without  a  boat,  the  angler  may 
have  as  good  a  chance  as  those  in  the  centre  of 
the  stream  ;  and  where  high  banks  or  over-hanging 
bushes  permit  of  the  fisherman  screening  hunself 
from  his  prey,  sport  of  no  mean  order  may  be 
obtained.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  true 
sportsman  would  rather  throw  his  fly  from  a 
meadow,  or  watch  his,  float  from  behind  some  old 
willow  stump,  than  sit  confined  to  the  limited  area 
of  a  punt. 

The  bank  fisher,  if  angling  in  clear,  transparent 
water,  should  not  fish  with  the  float  opposite  to 
him,  but  rather  sit  sideways,  letting  his  line  travel 
beyond  the  point  from  which  he  would  be  visible 
to  the  fish. 

Nottingham  Style.— After  all,  there  is  nothing 
equal  to  the  Nottingham  style  of  angling  for  bank 
fishing. 

The  system   has  been  the  result  of  years  of 
experience    acquired    by   a   succession   of  close 
observers.    But  the  Nottingham  plan  can  never 
be  generally  pursued  on  the  Thames  until  the 
angler  acquires  the  mode  of  using  the  thin  silk 
lines  and  light  wooden  winch,  and  then  much  of 
the  difference  in  the  character  of  fishing  in  the  two 
streams  would  soon  disappear.    That  the  Notting- 
ham style  of  angling  can  be  readily  adapted  to  any 
running  water  has  been  shown  over  and  over  again, 
not  only  in  these  rivers  which  are  open  and  free 
from  weeds,  but  in  some  almost  choked  up  with 
aquatic  vegetation.     Thus  the  Nottingham  angler, 
when  everybody  else  has  deserted  the  water  on 
account  of  such  obstructions,  may  go  down  to  some 
projecting  bank  or  bend,  and  theve,  fishing  in  the 
run  between  the  heaviest  banks  of  weeds,  take  as 
many  roach,  if  not  more,  than  when  the  river  was 
free  from  obstructions.     These  places  are  very 
favourite  haunts  of  the  fish.    Let  the  angler  sit 
still  for  awhile,  and  he  will  soon  see  the  fishy 
crowd  come  out,  one  by  one,  into  the  clear  water, 
and   swim  up   and   down   these,   their  natural 
thoroughfares,  in   shoals  sufficient  to  make  his 
mouth  water,  for  in  these  runs  there  is  generally 
clean  gravel  or  sand,  which  they  delight  in.  At 
Higham  Ferrers,  on  the  Nen,  some  few  years  ago, 
we  were  told  before  starting  to  fish  that  there  was 
not  room  enough  to  get  in  a  float.    We  took  321b. 
of  roach  and  chub  in  five  hours,  merely  by  throwing 
in  occasionally   a  little  half-chewed  bread,  and 
fishing  in  the  run  of  the  waters,  between  the  long 
weed,  as  far  down  the  stream  as  we  could  manage 
our  line  with  effect.    There  is  this  inconvenience, 
however,  that  the  large  fish,  when  hooked,  make 
for  the  weed,  and  then  any  injudicious  pulling 
upon  the  part  of  the  angler  would  be  fatal  to  the 
line.    In  this  case  the  angler  should  retire  from 
the  bank  in  a  stooping  position,  letting  out  his 
line  as  he  retreats  well  out  of   sight  into  the 
meadow.    He  should  then  approach  the  stream 
some  ten  or  twelve  yards  below  the  point  where 
the  fish  ran  into  the  weeds,  and  if  he  there  puts  on 
such  a  strain  as  the  tackle  will  fairly  bear,  the  fish 
will  generally  be  drawn  out  of  his  retreat  and 
landed  without  trouble.    Whenever  a  heavy  fish  is 
struck  under  these  circumstances  it  should  always, 
if  practicable,  be  turned  down  stream.    The  worst 
of  this  proceeding  is  that  it  disturbs  the  water,  so 
that  it  becomes  only  a  choice  of  evils  ;  but  if  done 
quietly,  keeping  as  far  as  possible  out  of  sight,  the 
fish  soon  come  back. 

It  should  never  be  forgotten  by  those  in  pursuit 
of  fish  that  the  latter,  being  in  a  much  denser 


medium  than  air,  can  see  objects  on  the  shore  that 
would  be  quite  invisible  to  them  but  for  the  extra- 
ordinary effects  of  refraction.  This  is  a  well-known 
law,  which  must  be  taken  for  granted  here,  as  it 
would  require  more  space  than  we  can  aflbrd  to 
prove  it,  except  by  one  or  two  familiar  examples. 
If  we  take  a  tumbler  nearly  filled  with  water,  and 
place  in  it  a  straw  or  pencil  in  a  slanting  position, 
when  we  look  along  the  latter  we  shall  find  that  it 
appears  no  longer  straight,  but  as  if  bent  at  an 
angle  where  it  touches  the  water. 

Another  experiment  is  to  place  a  coin  at  the 
bottom  of  a  wide  basin  or  tub,  then  to  retire  gradu- 
ally until  the  coin  is  just  hidden  by  the  edge  of  the 
vessel ;  if  another  person  then  pours  water  into  it 
the  coin  will  soon  appear  above  the  edge.  From 
these  instances  it  is  apparent  that  fish  can  see 
persons  and  things  on  the  banks  which  would  be 
quite  hidden  from  them  but  for  the  high  refractive 
power  of  water. 

There  are  some  curious  facts  relating  to  this 
phenomenon  of  refraction,  and  although  not  bearing 
on  our  subject,  we  will  mention  one  instance. 
AVhen  the  tide  is  low,  the  cows,  etc.,  on  the  Isle  of 
Dogs  are  invisible  at  Greenwich,  but  as  the  tide 
rises,  so  do  these  animals  gradually  come  in  sight, 
until  at  a  very  high  tide  even  the  grass  and  dikes 
are  visible.  In  this  case  we  believe  the  refractive 
power  is  exercised  by  a  stratum  of  air,  cooled  by 
contact  with  the  water,  and  so  becoming  much 
denser  than  the  surrounding  atmosphere. 

The  tackle  and  method  of  fishing  are  much  like 
those  of  the  Lea,  except  the  rod,  which  is  shorter, 
and  always  fitted  with  a  running  line.  When  the 
Nottingham  reel  is  employed  to  throw  out  a  ledger, 
spinning  tackle,  or  heavy  float,  the  line  is  wound 
on  the  reel,  until  the  plummet  or  float  nearly 
touches  the  top  of  the  rod ;  the  finger  is  kept  on 
the  edge  of  the  reel,  and  a  good  swing  given, 
almost  as  if  throwing  a  spinning  bait ;  the  finger  is 
removed  from  the  edge  of  the  reel  when  about  half 
the  arc  described  by  the  rod  has  been  passed  over, 
and  replaced  just  at  the  moment  the  ledger  lead  or 
spinning  bait  touches  the  water,  great  nicety  being 
required  to  hit  the  exact  time.  With  heavy  tackle, 
and  the  modern  swift  running  reels,  the  least 
possible  pressure  of  the  finger  on  the  edge  of  the 
reel  becomes  necessary  almost  immediately  the 
cast  is  made,  or  the  reel  overruns.  When  using  a 
light  quill  float,  the  method  of  procedure  is  very 
difterent ;  there  would  not  be  weight  enough  to  nm 
the  line  off  the  reel,  so  it  is  taken  between  the 
finger  and  thmnb  of  the  left  hand,  as  far  up  the 
rod  as  can  be  comfortably  reached,  and  then  drawn 
down  in  a  loop  five  or  six  feet  in  length.  The 
length  of  line  hanging  from  the  top  is  about  equal 
to  the  length  of  the  rod,  and  when  a  swing  is  given, 
as  before  described,  at  the  right  moment  the  loop 
is  loosed  from  the  left  hand,  and  the  float,  however 
light,  has  quite  impetus  enough  to  draw  the  line 
out  to  its  full  extent.  If  the  float  has  to  be  cast  a 
greater  distance  than  can  be  managed  in  this  way, 
one  loop  may  be  taken  between  the  reel  and  the 
first  ring  and  caught  on  the  first  finger,  a  second 
loop  from  between  the  second  and  thu-d  rings, 
caught  on  the  second  finger,  and,  if  necessary,  a 
third  loop  taken  from  between  the  second  and  third 
rings,  and  caught  on  the  third  finger.  In  casting 
the  float  out  these  loops  have  to  be  let  go  in  turn, 
the  third  finger  loop  first,  then  the  second,  and  last 
the  first — which  is  where  the  skill  comes  in.  But 
the  operation  is  neither  so  complicated  nor  difficult 
as  it  may  appear  from  this  description. 

One  thing  must  be  particularly  noted,  which  is, 
that  it  is  useless  to  attempt  this  style  of  fishing  if 
the  wind  blows  down  the  stream.  A  place  must  be 
chosen  where  the  wind  is  up-stream, ;and  if  slightly 
off  shore  so  much  the  better. 

Many  discussions  have  arisen  on  this  point,  and 
3lever  anglers  have  taken  gi-eat  pains  to  prove  that 
the  hook  always  drags  behind  the  float ;  but  the 
Nottingliam  men  will  not  believe  this,  and  never 
fish  with  the  wind  down  stream.  These  two  fore- 
going paragraphs  require  some  qualification.  Roach 
can  undoubtedly  be  caught  on  Nottingham  tackle 
when  the  wind  is  blowing  down-stream.  Much 
dej^ends  on  the  force  of  the  wind.  It  may  be  light 
or  "  strong  to  a  gale,"  as  the  meteorological  reports 
have  it.  If  heavy  tackle  is  used  and  the  swim  is 
fairly  deep,  the  force  of  the  cun-ent  on  the  float  and 
line  beneath  it  is  sufficient  to  draw  the  line  off  the 
reel,  but  that  same  drawing  off  the  reel  may  put 
just  so  much  check  on  the  float  as  to  counteract 
the  evil  effects  o£  a  down-stream  M-ind.  Again,  it 
may  belblowing  so  hard  up-stream  as  almost  to  stop 
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the  float,  and  cause  the 'bait  to  be  lifted  from  the 
bottom  and  out  of  sight  of  the  fish.  Few  anglers 
would  say  to  themselves  on  getting  to  the  river 
side,  "  we  will  not  fish  to-day  because  the  wind  is 
do\\-n-stream."  They  would  simply  do  their  best 
under  the  circumstances.  Instead,  therefore,  of 
saying  that  it  is  "  useless  "  to  fish  with  Nottingham 
tackle  when  the  wind  is  down-stream,  surely  it 
would  be  more  correct  to  say  merely  that,  generally 
speaking,  an  up-stream  wind  is  more  favourable  to 
this  particular  method  of  fishing  than  a  down-stream 
M'ind.  The  angler  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
float  most  of  all  feels  the  effect  of  the  wind  (though 
rheumatic  anglers  may  protest  that  their  feelings 
exceed  those  of  a  quill),  and  that  by  heavily  shot- 
ting the  float  so  as  to  sink  most  of  it  under  the 
water  the  wind  can  in  a  measure  be  circumvented. 

(To  be  continued.) 


JOHN  THE  HYPEEBOLE. 


John  the  Hyperbole  is  a  well-known  character 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tweed,  and  especially 
on  the  Whitadder.  He  is  lean  and  long  (a 
widower),  has  "  a  lean  and  hungry  look  as  though 
he  did  not  sleep  well  o'  nights."  He  was  not 
always  so,  for  at  one  time  he  was  spruce  and 
dapper,  and  had  his  dogcart  and  lackey.  Time 
has  dealt  hardly  with  him  for  he  has  been  parted 
from  his  possessions,  whether  by  his  own  fault  or 
that  of  others,  who  can  say?  John,  lean,  lithe, 
and  long,  is  now  in  the  "  sear  and  yellow  leaf  "  of 
his  life.  Active,  energetic,  both  with  body  and 
tongue  (his  sarcasm  is  feared),  better  educated  than 
most  of  those  he  comes  across,  he  is  a  dangerous 
man  to  tackle  on  angling  matters,  or,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  on  most  other  subjects,  for  having 
lived  much  in  a  large  town  he  had  many  advan- 
tages over  his  mates  -  sharp,  shrewd,  incisive, 
pungent  in  his  witticisms.  Amongst  these  advan- 
tages is  that  of  a  ready  tongue  and  much  general 
information  and  fund  of  anecdote  and  a  quick 
apprehension.  With  his  long  legs  he  has  corre- 
spondingly long  arms,  and  could  "  cover  "  an  amazing 
quantity  of  ground  in  little  time. 

John  is  a  thoroughly  good  angler  ;  nobody 
knows  better  than  he  how  to  use  his  long 
rod.  A  good  all-round  angler  is  he ;  all  kinds  of 
fishing,  worm,  fly,  net — fair  or  doubtful — all  come 
handy  to  him.  Success  always  attends  him ;  he 
can  always  bring  in  the  jewels.  Whoever  is 
amiss,  John  is  always  there,  or  thereabouts. 
John  is  good  at  catching  fish,  if  fish  are  to  be 
caught ;  is  equally  good  at  marketing  his  fish  when 
caught.  He  knows  all  the  dodges — nobody  need 
try  to  teach  him ;  he  is  competent  to  teach  all  he 
comes  across — more  things  than  one.  He  is 
reserved  about  his  own  private  matters,  and  woe 
betide  those  who  intrude  (if  not  2^^'''^ona  grata) 
unduly. 

Cai-e  needs  to  be  exercised  Ln  dealing  with  John ; 
though  of  a  kindly  disposition,  he  is  apt  to  go 
oft'  like  inflammable  tmrpentine  if  rubbed  up  the 
wrong  way.  So  that  his  mates  "have  a  care"  in 
dealing  with  him,  and  dare  not  presume  to 
meddle  undulj'. 

John  is  now  careless  about  his  dress — smartness 
he  now  despises,  utility  is  all  the  go  with  him ;  his 
rod,  his  creel,  his  everything — clothes,  boots,  etc. — 
are  in  strict  conformity  with  utility.  Lean,  lithe, 
and  long,  brown  wideawake  hat,  with  a  few  flies 
about  it — not  too  many,  everything  for  use,  and 
pretty  well  used,  too,  a  russet  colour  is  the  prevail- 
ing one  —  is  his  style. 

John  is  a  grand  gillie,  or  guide  as  we  English 
put  it.  Those  who  get  his  services  can  get  no 
better,  for  every  nook  and  corner  of  Tweed,  Whit- 
adder, Till,  Teviot,  etc.,  does  he  know — all  the 
tenants  of  the  farmhouses,  all  the  people,  farmers, 
labourers,  anglers,  publicans — everybody,  rich  and 
poor  ;  he  talks  or  remains  silent,  as  needs  be. 

John  seldom  gets  into  mischief  with  the  bailiffs 
about  poaching.  He  so  contrives  "  to  get  his  ends 
without  fuss  or  bluster,"  which  he  does  not  consider 
advisable.  John,  I  suspect,  can  use  a  civil  tongue 
to  good  pmrpose.  "  A  soft  answer  turneth  away 
wrath."  John  knows  it,  and  does  not  lan  any 
unnecessary  tilts  with  the  powers  that  be.  Who 
shall  blame  him  ? 

John  is  a  Unionist,  and  in  the  "  pubs  "  can  hold 
his  own,  and  rather  more,  against  all  comers. 
There  he  forgets  his  troubles. 

But  John's  main  subject,  one  always  dear  to  his 
heart,  is  angling,  fish,  and  fishing — all  and  every- 


thing about  fish.  He  is  like  an  elephant's  trunk, 
and  can  pick  up  everything,  from  "  the  least  to  the 
greatest."  Nothing  escapes  his  vigilance  if  in  any 
way  connected  with  fishing,  angling,  or  net  fishing. 
All  information  is  collected  and  goes  through  a 
winnowing  process  in  which  the  useful  is  separated 
from  the  useless.  He  is  a  freeman  of  Berwick,  of 
which  he  is  proud.  In  a  bar-parlour — he  drinks 
iiothing  but  gin,  and  that  hot — he  is  a  sort  of 
king,  and  his  tongue  goes  like  a  mill-wheel,  giving 
the  others  a  chance  now  and  again,  until  shutting 
up  time.  John's  educational  faculties  enable  him 
to  talk  "  a  dog's  hind  leg  off',"  and  in  such  a  way 
that  his  listeners  do  not  always  know  how  to  take 
him — that  is,  to  know  when  he  is  in  joke  and  when 
serious.  Whatever  story  is  told  John  can  easily 
cap  it.  The  more  the  gin  gets  into  his  head — and 
he  can  take  a  lot  in  a  night — the  more  talky  and 
positive  he  becomes,  and  the  less  inclined  to 
tolerate  opposition. 

Such  then,  in  brief,  is  John — imperfectly  de- 
scribed— who  loves  to  fight  his  battles  o'er  again, 
and  forgetting  his  troubles  in  so  masterly  a  way 
that  the  select  companies  are  puzzled  to  know  how 
far  he  means  his  emphatic  verdicts  to  be  taken 
as  joke  or  as  gospel  truths.  Hence  his  name  of 
John  the  Hyperbole. 

Some  crusty  mortals,  jealously  envying  his 
mental  superiority  and  paramountcy  in  bam- 
boozling the  audiences,  do  not  care  for  hyper- 
bolical and  polemical  statements  (though  they  do 
not  use  such  terms),  but  John  holds  his  own  and 
keeps  a  company  at  it  "  fire  and  tongs,"  so  that  the 
passage  of  time  is  forgotten.  There  is  no  deadness 
where  John  is  ;  he  is  always  on  the  quarter  deck, 
and  not  unpopular  with  either  company,  or  land- 
lord, or  landlady,  as  the  case  may  be.  Sometimes 
I  give  him  a  Fishing  Gazette,  which  he  enjoys. 

J.'  J.  H. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  k 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   ,,     ,,  Putney.  kaa]''^   «     >,  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  •^""JSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Brisok. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.   5    6.45    7.18 

Sunday,  ,,      6    7.56    8.36 

Monday,  ,,      7    9.22    10.  6 

Tuesday,  „      8    10.45    11.19 

Wednesday,  ,,      9    11.50    — 

Thursday,  ,,     10    0.16    0.39 

Friday,  ,,     11    0.59    1.19 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Genebal  Remaeks.  —  It  is  fortunate 
that  rain  has  fallen  to  freshen  the  river  which  has  been 
low  and  bright  for  so  long.  It  has  almost  been  impossi- 
ble to  get  roach,  chub,  or  dace  in  the  daytime  owing  to 
the  bright  sunshine  on  the  clear  water.  Now,  how- 
ever, there  is  a  little  improvement,  but  more  rain  is 
still  needed  to  wash  away  decayed  weeds  and  carry  ofE 
the  numerous  leaves  which  are  now  falling  into  the 
river;  after  floating]  some  distance  these  leaves  sink 
to  the  bottom  and  decay,  and  it  is  at  this  period 
that  roach  are  difficult  to  entice.  Pike  have  been 
feeding  fairly  well  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  a  very 
fine  specimen  was  caught  at  Thames  Ditton  on 
Tuesday  by  a  Mr.  Read.  The  fish  is  believed  to  weigh 
as  much  as  171b.,  but  this  is  a  guess  weight  when  the 
fish  was  taken  from  the  water.  Mr.  Charles  Little- 
wood,  of  the  K.P.S.,  saw  the  fish  and  says  it  is 
the  finest  pike  he  has  ever  seen  taken  from  the 
river.  Several  pike  have  been  taken  below  Kingston 
Bridge,  Mr.  Harding  getting  three  of  61b.  each,  and 
Mr.  A.  J.  Emms  one  of  4^1b.  Plenty  of  gudgeon 
have  been  caught  and  a  few  perch,  but  bank  anglers 
have  been  doing  very  badly,  many  of  them  going 
away  without  a  single  sizeable  fish  on  account  of  the 
clearness  of  the  water.  October  is,  however,  usually 
noted  as  the  month  in  which  we  get  the  heaviest  rain- 
fall of  the  year,  so  prospects  may  soon  improve. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Kichmond). — All  the  puntsmen  here  have 

been  out,  but  have  only  had  moderate  takes.  The  bank 
anglers  have  had  some  good  sized  eels,  some  bream, 
and  one  or  two  small  barbel.  The  complaint  is  that 
the  roach  are  rather  small,  but  we  suppose  it  is  the  old 


saying,  "  Where  there  are  little  ones  there  must  bo 
big  ones."  In  the  report  we  sent  last  week  there  was 
a  little  mistake ;  the  thirteen  dozen  dace  which  Mr. 
Graves  caught  with  the  fly  should  have  been  that  they 
were  caught  in  three  days  of  about  four  hours  each, 
and  not  as  reported.— Gaynoe  &  Son. 

Thames  (Tedding^ton  'Weir).— In  one  day  Mr. 
Mainton  had  seventeen  barbel,  and  one  jack  51b. ;  Mr. 
Orlando  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel ; 
Mr.  George  Chapman  about  801b.  mixed  bag.  Two  other 
days  I  have  done  no  good.  The  rain  has  now  come  on, 
and  by  Oct.  6  the  water  ought  to  be  in  splendid  condi- 
tion. Mr.  T.  Denneford  has  had  some  fine  takes  of 
roach  with  the  weed;  in  two  days  be  took  fifty,  none 
under  \\h.  up  to  lib.— Waltke  McBeide,  Professional. 

Ancholme  District. — We  are  having  a  little  rain 
to-day  (Oct.  2),  which  will  freshen  up  the  waters.  It  is 
very  mild  at  present,  and  suitable  for  autumn  fishing. 
Pike  from  about  31b.  to  61b.  or  71b.  are  being  taken  in 
various  parts  of  the  river.  Roach  are  taking  creed 
wheat.  A  few  more  tench  have  been  taken.  About 
500  new  stock  will  shortly  ^be  added. — Thomas  Foeo, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterheach). —Roach  taken 
with  boiled  wheat ;  takes  up  to  101b.  have  been  had  ; 
largest  fish,  Jib  ;  other  catches  have  varied  61b.  and 
71b.  Perch  again  have  been  giving  good  sport  up  to 
lib.  lOoz.  With  gudgeon.  Plenty  of  gudgeon  had 
eight  inches  long  this  season.  Several  small  pike 
are  being  had  in  the  roach  swims,  only  up  to  31b. 
each.— John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-rd.,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District),— The  trout  season 
ended  on  Monday,  Sept.  30,  and  the  season 
has  turned  out  very  badly,  and  anglers  of  experience 
are  agreed  that  it  is  the  worst  that  has  been 
for  some  years.  Mr.  White,  o£  Buckfastleigb, 
on  the  30th  ult.,  had  a  fine  basket  of  eleven 
dozen  trout,  one  of  the  finest  catches  that  has  been 
made.  The  fresh  water  that  came  down  was  respon- 
sible for  bis  success.  Locally,  very  small  dishes  have 
been  made,  and  fishing  has  been  poor.  The  fish  seem 
scarce,  and  will  not  take  to  the  fly.  On  Monday  Mr. 
E.  Distin  caught  four,  and  Mr.  Petherbridge,  Paignton, 
killed  eleven  trout,  several  being  fine  fish.  Messrs. 
Thomas  and  Soper  have  each  had  fair  baskets.  Mr.  G. 
(iarrow  Green  caught  eight  trout  in  the  Harborne  on' 
PridiTy,  27th  ult.  On  Thursday,  Sept.  26,  Mr.  Rogers, 
of  Buckfastleigb,  landed  another  salmon,  the  fish 
being  an  eleven  pounder.  This  is  the  second  that  he 
has  caught  this  season. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — ^Some  9,000  roach  and 
dace  have  been  removed  from  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Torridge,  and  the  effect  should  improve  trout 
fishing.  Salmon  are,  however,  reported  to  be  very 
plentiful.  In  the  Tamar,  Mr.  Stainton  has  been 
successful  in  getting  fair  baskets.  The  season  has 
been  a  very  poor  one.  The  waters  of  the  Teign  have 
been  low  for  some  time,  but  since  the  recent  rain  a 
few  peal  have  been  taken. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Most  unexpectedly,  owing  to  a 
heavy  downpour  of  rain  in  the  Lake  district,  the  Eden 
rose  three  and  a  half  feet  on  Saturday,  Sept.  28,  and 
this  has  put  quite  a  cheerful  complexion  on  autumn 
salmon  angling  prospects.  There  were  hundreds  of 
fish  in  the  Solway  only  waiting  for  a  chance  to  run  up 
the  river,  and,  no  doubt,  numbers  have  ere  this  reached 
Armathwaite  and  the  districts  above.  This  spate  has 
come  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  is  most  welcome.  It  is 
only  to  be  regretted  that  it  was  not  twice  as  big  so  as 
to  clean  out  the  bottom.  Mr.  J.  W.  Graham,  of 
Carlisle,  as  far  as  is  known,  has  drawn  first  blood.  He 
landed  a  very  good  fish  of  18|lb.  in  the  association 
water  near  Carlisle  on  Monday.  On  Tuesday,  Oct.  1, 
Mr.  Eustace  Hills  had  one  in  the  Corby  water ; 
Mr.  B.  Bell  had  a  small  one  (61b.).  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  river  is  in  good  order,  but  inclined 
to  rise  after  last  night's  thunder  rain. — Silvee  Geey. 

I!sk  (Whitby). — Angling  operations  are  almost 
exclusively  confined  to  the  tideway,  which  continues 
to  be  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  sea  trout.  On  the 
higher  waters  angling  is  at  a  standstill,  in  consequence 
of  the  absence  of  a  copious  spate.  The  catches  to 
hand  are : — Mr.  W.  H.  Somerton,  one  salmon,  scaling 
61b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Wasley,  one,  scaling  31b. ;  Mr.  Buxton, 
one,  scaling  6Jlb.  Sea  angling  is  providing  improved 
sport,  the  catches  landed  on  the  quays  being  large, 
numerically. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— We  have  had  some 
rain  showers,  but  not  sufficient  to  improve  the  river 
fishing,  and  prospects  are  not  very  favourable.  Some 
few  small  pike  and  roach  of  medium  size  have 
been  taken  from  the  river  near  the  city.  Perch 
have  been  taken  in  the  canal  at  Tarf  and  at 
Topsham  Lock,  which  is  very  easy  of  access  from 
Topsham  Railway  Station ;  last  Monday  an  eel 
31b.  2oz.  was  taken  by  one  of  the  pike  fishermen, 
and  was  in  fine  condition.  Mr.  Warner  and  staff  at 
Topsham  Lock  are  very  attentive  and  obliging  in  the 
supply  of  bait,  information,  etc.,  and  light  refresh- 
ments, use  of  boats,  with  moderate  charge,  give  them 
a  good  support  of  the  angling  and  visiting  public  of 
Exeter  and  suburbs. — Red  Palmbe. 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cam'bs.)— 
With  the  occasional  showers  we  are  having,  angling 
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BURBERRYS'  SLIP-ON 

Will  Keep  the  Wearer  Dry  throughout  the  Heaviest 

Downpours.    Maintains  an  Even  Temperature, 
Light  and  Pervious.  Can  be  Worn  in  Rain  or  Shine. 


FISHING  HAT, 


•     It  IS  impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SUP-ON;  its  weatherproof  qualities  are 
'\  "looJitestable  ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  continuous  rains  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural 
I  heat.  Protects  the  sportsman  from  neck  to  knees,  and  is  a  healthful  and  satisfactory  form  of  waterproof." 

\      "  ^  ^V^^f.  ^^^^  Z*^***  *  month,  and  had  only  one  fine  day.  Throughout 
\  the  whole  ttme  I  fiave  never  had  a  wet  spot. 

"  TJie  Gabardine  wants  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  used. 
"GEO.  M.  KELSON  (Author  of  'TJie  Salmon  Fly'),  Wark-on-Tyne." 

"I  see  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  you  publish  a  testimonial  from  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson.  As  I  was  with  Mr. 
Kelson  during  the  month  he  speaks  of,  I  can  corroborate  his  statement.  I  should  like  to  add  that  durino  the  time  I 
wore  a.  Burberry  SuU  rnade  of  Urber  Combination  which  kept  me  absolutely  dry.  In  fact,  one  day  when  Mr.  Kekon 
unfoHunately  left  his  Gabardine  at  home,  talcing  with  him  a  mackintosh,  and  the  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  be  out  on,  I  remained  quite  dry,  while  by  the  time  we  got  home  the  rain  had  got  through  the  mackintosh 

K.  M.  BENSON,  Walton,  Near  Wakefield.    Wed.,  March  27th,  1901 

GABARDINE  COMBINATION,  63^/ 

NOTICE— Every  genuine  "  Burberry  "  Weatherproof  bears  a  "  BURBERRY  "  Label  " 

'Sg.S:.°t..f  -g^  YMARKET,    LONDON,   and  Basingstoke. 
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All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 
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and  Spanish,  are  in  CIECULA- 
TIOH"  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Secondhand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  Terms  of  Subscription  in 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
free  by  post  to  any  address. 

MUDIE'S  SELECT  LBRARY 

LIMITED, 
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ALFRED  THE  FOUNDER  OF  OUR  FLEET 

Vov  an  acfouiit  of  liow  he  first  estaljlislu-.l  Englaml's  Sea  Power,  see 

OUR  NAVY  FOR  A  THOUSAND  YEARS.    By  Rear- 

Admiral  S.  EARDLEY-WILMOT,  R.N. 

Fully  illustrated.    2ik1  Edition,  crown  Svo.,  cUitli  extra,  price  6s. 
"The  Popular  Book  of  the  Navy.' —PALL  MALL  GAZETTE. 
 l.ona<,n  :  SAMPSO.V  LOW,  MARSTOX  &  COMPANV,  Ltd.,  Fetter  Lane,  E.f. 
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Drawing.  By  Howabd  Eyle.  To 
accompiiny  "The  United  States  Ai'my. 

{Frontispiece.) 

A  Hopse-Fair  Pllg-piraage.    Bv  E 

S.  Nadal.  Illustrations  by  W.  R.  Leigh 
Den.man  I'INK,  and  from  photographs. 

Prelude.  By  Kosamund  Mabriott 
AVatsun.  Poem.  Illu.stration  by  Elenorb 
Plalsteu  Abbott.  Decoration  by  G.  Alhen 
Peirson. 

Thomas  Carlyle.  By  w.  c.  Brow 
With  the   Cougar  Hounds.  B\ 

Thkohore  Roosevelt.  First  Paper.  Ilhi.s 
tratiuns  froiu  photographs  by  Philip  K 
Stewaiit.    {To  he  concluded  in  Socemher.) 

Oscar  and  Louise.    By  Makgaeet 

Sutton  Briscoe.  Illustrations  by  Louise  L 
Heustis. 

Our  New  Bell-Buoy.  Bv  Charles 
Henry  Webb.    Poem.  Illustrated. 

The  United  States  Army.  By 

Francis  V.  Greene  (late  Maj.-Gen.  U.S.V.). 
Tlie  seiond  of  three  papers.  Illustrations  by 
Howard  Pvle,  R.  F.  Zogbaum,  f.  C.  Yohn 
and  others,  and  from  photograplis. 

"A  Triumph's  Evidence."  By  Wil 

LIA5I  Allen  White. 

Over  Sunday.  By  Carolyn  Wells 
Illustrations  by  Henry  Hott. 

Incidents  of  the  Slums.  Bv  Walter 

A.  Wyckoff,  Author  of  "The  Workers." 

The  Pines  of  Lory.     Bv  J.  A 

Mitchell,  Author  of  "Amos  .Tudd."  Chaps. 
IX. -XII.  Decorations  by  Albert  D.  Blash 
field.    To  be  concluded. 

The  Point  of  View.  The  Question 
of  the  Humanities— Future  International 
Etliics. 

The    Field   of  Art.      Sculpture  of 

E.xpression  and  Albert  Bailholonii;.  By 
Rdssell  Stcrgis.  Illustrated. 
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CISHURSTINE, 
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is,  perhaps,  as  good  as  it  will  be  at  any  time  this  season. 
The  drains  are  in  better  condition  now  than  they  were 
a  fortnight  ago,  and  reaching  may  be  said  to  be  very 
remunerative.  Bream  fishing  is  over,  and  the  pike 
waters  are  getting  a  good  deal  of  patronage,  though  big 
fish  are  not  yet  attacking  the  baits.  We  hear  of  some 
really  good  roach  fishing  on  the  North  Forty-foot 
towards  Hubbart's  Bridge,  and  some  decent  pike  in  the 
South  Forty-foot.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot 
about  Donington  are  said  to  be  too  weedy  for  good 
pike  fishing.  On  the  Welland,  however,  subscribers 
are  said  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  takes  they  are 
bringing  to  bank.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the 
Nene  towards  Peterborough. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Catches  on  the 
Idle  are  improving  and  also  on  the  Ryton.  Good 
baskets  have  been  got  about  Scrooby  and  above 
Mattersey.  Dace  are  said  to  be  very  sportive  about 
Blyth.  A  Retford  angler  landed  a  few  brace  of 
grayling  the  other  day,  and  also  got  several  chub 
from  the  upper  water.  A  few  visitors  have  been 
trying  for  pike  in  the  Bycar  and  Haxey  drains,  but 
the  drains  in  the  lower  district  are  not  yet  receiving 
much  patronage.  There  is  not  much  d9ing  on  the 
once  famous  swims  between  Torksey  and  Clifton. 
The  continual  netting  is  taking  away  the  best  fish. 
— L. 

Iiark  (Barton  Mills). — At  nearly  all  the  stations 
for  anglers  along  this  river  some  very  nice  takes  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  made  during  the  past  week. 
The  weather  has  been  simply  perfection,  and  at  the  time 
of  writing  looks  like  lasting.  The  weeds  have  gone 
down  so  that  pike  anglers  can  have  a  chance.  There 
are  also  some  good  lots  of  perch  along  the  river. — 
Raven. 

Iiea. — The  rain  on  Wednesday  has  freshened  up  the 
liver  nicely,  but  a  further  heavy  downpour  is  required 
to  put  stream  and  colour  into  it.  A  good  flushing 
could  not  fail  to  be  followed  by  nice  sport,  as  the  river 
is  excellently  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  fish,  especially 
roach.  In  the  gin  clear  water  beautiful  roach  have 
been  seen  in  the  weeds.  Here  and  there  a  few  roach 
have  been  caught,  notably  at  Hertford  and  Rye  House, 
and  at  the  first-named  resort  some  more  dace  have 
been  killed  on  the  fly,  beautiful  weather  pre- 
vailing for  the  sport.  Pike  are  beginning  to  move 
a  little  better,  three  scaling  201b.  being  caught 
early  in  the  week  in  the  Broxbourne  district.  It  is 
reported  that  more  fish  have  been  turned  up  at  Ware, 
this  time  perch  principally ;  the  cause  is  unknown. 
On  the  tributaries  some  good  dace  have  been  caught 
with  the  fly,  and  a  few  nice  roach  and  perch 
are  reported  from  the  Stort,  which  is  in  very  fair  order 
after  the  rain.  Trout  fishing  closed  on  the  Lea  on 
Saturday  (Sept  28) — one  of  the  worst  seasons  known 
for  years. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Anglingf 
Society's  Waters). — After  several  bad  weeks  we  have 
pleasure  in  being  able  to  chronicle  the  fact  that  during 
the  past  seven  days  sport  has  been  excellent  once 
more.  The  bream,  which  we  had  thought  had  left  for 
deeper  waters,  once  more  showed  up  well,  bags  of  281b., 
261b.,  and  201b.,  being  recorded.  Every  angler  that 
has  been  down  seems  also  to  have  been  among  the 
roach,  several  good  baskets  having  been  made  and  no 
blanks  recorded.  Best  roach,  lib.  lOoz.  On  Sept.  27 
one  rod  accounted  for  six  nice  pike,  and  altogether  the 
prospects  are  better  than  they  have  been  for  some 
weeks.— P.  W.  G. 

IsVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  still  low  and  clear,  but  have  been  running  in  fair 
order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
suitable  for  grayling  fishing,  with  cold  nights  and  fine 
days,  and  they  have  been  rising  well  at  the  fly. 
Rain  fell  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  1)  and  more  threatens,  but 
it  has  not  altered  the  state  of  the  water,  and  a  good 
fall  to  raise  the  rivers  a  few  inches  would  greatly 
improve  the  prospects  of  sport.  A  fair  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  and  used  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Dun,  and  September  Dun.  The 
falling  leaves  are  now  troublesome  to  anglers.  Nice 
grayling  have  been  taken  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Rivers  still  very  low  and  clear.  Grayling  continue  to 
rise  freely.  Weather  variable,  most  days  some  clouds, 
with  dull  intervals  ;  last  night  (Tuesday,  Oct.  1),  a 
sharp  storm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  with  some  rain. 
Best  flies  have  been  Mid  Blue,  Whirling,  Blue  Gnat, 
Red  Tag,  and  Green  Insects ;  also  useful :  Autumn 
Hare's  Ear,  Late  Brown,  male  and  female  Willow, 
and  Silver  Dun.  Rivers  are  too  low  for  much  success 
with  bottom  and  mid-water  baits.  Wo  are  still 
hoping  and  waiting  for  an  increase  of  water ;  the 
bottom  of  the  rivers  are  fast  becoming  foul. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongli). — Bridge  Fair  being  held  in 
such  close  proximity  to  the  river  takes  all  interest 
out  of  angling  ;  but  further  up  the  river,  at  Orton 
Staunch,  some  fine  bream,  up  to  .31b.  and  41b.,  have 
been  taken  by  Signer  Pepi,  who  is  again  on  a  visit  to 
Peterborough  for  his  favourite  pastime.  Pike-fishing 
at  Orton,  Mr.  A.  D.  Vernon,  of  the  Peterborough 
Theatre  Royal,  lost  his  tackle  in  playing  a  good-sized 
pike  of  101b.  or  121b.    Sport  continues  good  in  the 


Oundle  district,  there  having  been  some  capital  takes 
of  tench  and  bream.  Mr.  T.  Afford  secured  two 
splendid  tench,  which  scaled  5Jlb.  Tench  seems 
fairly  plentiful  in  this  district,  as  several  gentlemen 
have  caught  some  good  specimens. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  concluding 
days  of  the  season  furnished  very  little  sport,  although 
the  river  was  at  a  nice  level  and  other  conditions 
apparently  favourable.  There  are  some  peal  in  the 
public  water  here,  and  throughout  this  month  there 
will  be  a  chance  of  getting  one  or  two.  The  trout  are 
beginning  to  ascend  the  brooks  for  spawning,  and  it  is 
earnestly  ta  be  hoped  that  the  ruthless  destruction  of 
them  which  occurred  last  and  in  previous  years  will  not 
be  repeated  in  the  coming  winter  months. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — Rain  has  much  im- 
proved and  freshened  up  the  water,  although  we  have 
had  very  good  sport  before  it  came,  and  the  river  was 
rather  bright.  Mr.  Muncy  (Cambridge)  had  some  very 
nice  fish  —  chub,  roach,  and  jack  ;  several  other 
gentlemen  have  been  playing  havoc  with  the  perch 
(there  is  a  great  quantity  of  them  here),  and  they  have 
fed  well.  Bream  seem  rather  quiet,  2flb.  being  the 
largest  bagged  here  during  the  week.  There  has  been 
large  shoals  of  good  rudd  playing  about  here  lately. 
Mr.  Phillips  took  a  lot,  largest  l|lb.  Everything 
now  points  to  good  sport. — A.  Scabd. 

  (St.  Neots). — The  water  has  been  very  bright 

of  late,  and  sport  consequently  almost  at  a  standstill. 
We  are  having  a  nice  rain  to-day  (Wednesday),  which 
has  given  a  nice  tinge  to  the  water.  On  Monday  a 
barbel  of  6Jlb.  was  brought  for  me  to  see.  It  was 
brought  to  bank  by  an  otter,  which  was  disturbed  by 
some  boys  who  secured  the  fish.  It  was  still  alive, 
but  the  marks  of  teeth  were  to  be  seen  on  the  shoulder. 
— W.  N. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech.). — The  trout-fishing  season  has  ended  in  a  much 
more  satisfactory  manner  than  its  commencement, 
and  during  the  past  week  some  really  fine  trout  have 
been  taken  from  the  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  all  in  good  condition.  The  weather  was  also 
most  favourable  for  grayling  fishing;  these  delicate 
fish  are  now  much  improving  in  condition ;  getting 
much  more  numerous  in  the  Vyrnwy  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood in  each  successive  year ;  but  in  the  Tanat 
they  are  not  so  very  plentiful,  as  they  are  allowed 
to  be  taken  from  it  all  the  year  round,  and  when  the 
coarse  fish  are  netted  out  of  this  river  by  the  riparian 
owners,  grayling  are  included. — -Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  The 
weather  of  the  week  has  been  exceptionally  fine  with 
cool  breezes,  making  | angling  pleasant.  Rivers  want 
more  rain  as  the  few  showers  experienced  have  not 
sufficed  to  benefit  the  water  in  volimie  or  in  colour. 
There  is  but  a  poor  record.  The  big  tides  in  the  lower 
portions  of  the  Ouse,  Adur,  and  Cuckmere  have  checked 
sport  especially  in  the  Lewes  portion  of  the  Ouse. 
A  few  roach  and  dace  have  been  captured  in  the  upper 
water  of  the  Adur ;  and  from  the  Cuckmere  roach  and 
small  bream  from  the  tidal  water.  Chichester  canal 
holds  its  own  for  sport,  bream  up  to  lib.  14oz. ;  tench 
of  IJlb.,  and  a  heap  of  smaller  fish.  Harbour  fishing 
among  flat-fish  and  eels  should  be  good  with  lug 
worm,  soft  crab,  or  mussels  as  bait. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for  grayling. 
The  weather  up  to  Tuesday  evening  was  fine  with  cold 
nights,  and  grayling  were  well  on  the  feed.  On 
Tuesday  night  a  heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  the 
district  and  a  good  drop  of  rain  fell,  but  the  ground 
being  so  dry  little  got  into  the  rivers ;  more  threatens ; 
a  good  flush  of  water  would  greatly  improve  the 
prospects  of  sport,  as  the  river  in  some  parts  is 
overgrown  with  weeds,  and  the  falling  leaves  now  going 
down  the  river  make  it  look  very  dirty.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  and  tried  worm  and  fly  and  some 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  At  the  end  of  last  week  some 
anglers  tried  the  worm  for  trout  and  took  some  fair 
fish.  The  flies  to  use  are  the  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  September  Dun, 
and  -Blue  ,Gnat.  On  Saturday  the  water  above  the 
town  was  fished,  and  a  nice  dish  of  grayling  landed 
with  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Blue  Gnat.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  some  good-sized  grayling  were 
landed  with  the  fly.  With  more  water  in  the  river 
grayling  fishing  would  be  brisk.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and  low.  Little  sport  in 
them  of  late.  A  few  trout  taken  with  worm  on  Satur- 
day in  the  Corve. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  low  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been 
favourable  for  grayling  fishing,  with  cold  nights  and 
fine  days.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  it  made  but  little 
difference  to  the  river,  and  more  is  wanted  to  improve 
the  prospects  of  fishing.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  have  tried  Silver  Twist,  Green  Insect,  Red 
Tag,  September  Dun,  and  Hare's  Ear,  and  some  fair 
sized  fish  have  been  landed.  The  prospects  for  sport 
are  now  good,  but  the  weather  is  dull  and  threatening, 
and  in  all  probability  more  rain  will  be  had  before  the 
end  of  the  week. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  the  river  is  in  good 
condition,  angling  cannot  be  said  to  be  satisfactory. 


Barbel  fishing  has  been  extremely  slow,  and  the  fish 
have  never  been  thoroughly  on  during  the  season.  A 
few  nice  chub  have  been  taken  with  greaves  and  gentles, 
and  bream  have  been  bagged  from  the  Parndon  water 
by  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  and  others  up  to  31b.  in  weight. 
Pike  appear  very  numerous,  and  good  sport  should  be 
had  when  the  weeds  have  fallen.  On  Saturday, 
Sept.  28,  Mr.  Charles  Chatterton  landed  five  good  fish, 
best  brace  81b.  and  71b.  in  weight.  Other  pike  have 
been  taken  from  the  Muskham  water,  and  one,  41b. 
in  weight  took  the  "  scratching "  bait  of  Mr.  J. 
Fenton,  on  Friday,  Sept.  27,  whilst  barbel  fishing.— 
Trentsider. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  l(Senny  Bridge).— There 
has  been  several  nice  floods  in  the  river  here  lately, 
but  up  to  date  there  has  been  no  run  of  salmon  here. 
Only  a  very  few  are  up  yet.  I  think  the  sea-trout  are 
running  up  in  good  numbers  just  now.  The  trout 
season  closed  here  Oct.  1 ;  being  a  very  dry  season,  the 
sport  was  not  good.  With  another  good  flood  or 
two  we  hope  to  have  good  sport  with  the  salmon  until 
Nov.  1  when  the  season  closes. — Pontsenny. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Somewhat  heavy  showers  have  at  last  had  the  effect 
of  colouring  the  drains  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  and 
Mount  Pleasant ;  some  stones  of  roach  and  tench  have 
been  landed  between  the  village  and  Bunkers  Hill. 
One  angler  is  stated  to  have  got  seven  roach  scaling 
on  the  average  21b.  each.  Pike  are  on  the  move 
and  a  few  dainty  fish  have  been  landed  about 
Richardson's  Bridge.  On  the  Witham  chief 
sport  has  been  at  the  stations  between  Langrick,  Kirk- 
stead,  and  Dogdyke.  On  Monday  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  excitement  over  the  fishing  for  the  Haig  and 
Haig  Challenge  Cup,  which  was  contested  by  124 
teams  of  four  each.  There  were  also  prizes  for  the 
best  individual  takes.  Medals  and  other  prizes  were 
awarded.  The  Anglers'  Sick  and  Funeral  Society, 
West  Bar,  Sheffield,  furnished  the  winning  team. 
Mr.  A.  Poole,  of  Attercliife,  had  the  best  dish,  scaling 
61b.  12^oz. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  are  yet  very  low,  and  fly-fishing  has  been  pur- 
sued with  varied  success.  Some  have  obtained  baskets 
of  three  to  six  and-a-half  brace,  whilst  several  others 
have  only  taken  two  and  three  fish.  Three  mem- 
bers of  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  have  had  creels 
of  four,  five,  and  six  brace  respectively.  Mr.  Hassam, 
fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Asso- 
ciation's water,  below  Cromford,  landed  four  and- 
a-half  brace.  Several  other  gentlemen  have  taken 
three  and  four  brace  from  this  water.  The  weather 
is  now  very  close  and  sultry,  unfavourable  for 
grayling  fishing.  A  few  frosty  nights  would  do  away 
with  -the  midges,  which  are  a  pest  to  the  fisherman. 
Useful  flies — Apple  Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  and 
Grey  Quills,  Ash  Dun,  Whirling  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc. — 
The  Yore  has  been  favoured  in  the  way  of  freshets 
more  than  the  others  mentioned  above.  It  is  now  a 
good  colour  for  fly  fishing,  and  during  the  past  few 
days  some  good  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  caught 
by  Dr.  Pearson,  the  Rev.  J.  Murphy,  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller 
and  others.  The  Dark  Needle  Brown,  Blue  Hawk, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Carter  Platts,  Copi^er  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Waterhen  Bloa  have  all  killed  well,  particu- 
larly the  first-named ;  it  should  not  be  omitted 
from  any  cast  from  now  up  to  the  end  of  the 
season.  I  have  a  special  pattern  of  this  fly, 
which  is  vastly  better  than  either  of  Pritt's  dress- 
ings. In  spite  of  the  high  -  coloured  water  in 
the  deeps  pike  have  been  feeding  fairly  well, 
and  H,  Cayley  has  got  some  nice  fish  almost  daily 
with  that  capital  artificial  bait  known  as  the  "Harro- 
gate." Roach  have  been  caught  in  fair  quantity,  creed 
wheat  and  gentles  being  the  favourite  lures.  Being 
in  want  of  some  pike  bait,  I  went  down  to  a 
favourite  swim.  I  soon  had  more  bait  than  the  can 
would  hold,  and  in  three  hours  more  large  fish  than  I 
cared  to  carry  home.  Roach  fishing  is  now  at  its 
very  best.  Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  Tanfield  and  Ripon 
lengths,  the  most  successful  rods  being  Messrs.  Foxcroft, 
Pickersgill,  Smithson,  Kendall,  Kirk,  and  Culross. 
My  Swaledale  correspondent  says  :  "  A  few  anglers  have 
bean  out,  but  trout  have  been  very  scarce,  the  best 
specimen  being  a  very  fine  13oz.  trout  caught  on 
Saturday  last  by  Mr.  W.  Slinger,  of  Leeming,  as  he 
was  fishing  on  Bedale  Beck  for  the  championship 
of  the  Black  Ox  Club ;  it  showed  signs  of  the 
approaching  spawning  season.  A  member  of  the 
Black  Ox  Angling  Club,  Sergeant  Robson,  of  Leeming, 
had  rare  sport  on  Thursday  (Sept.  26)  at  Crakehall. 


Grayling  1''lii:s  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  tlie  kinuiloni.  All  patterns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  .T.  E.  -Milltr,  \\]\o  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  .Saiuplc  ilnzcii  Flies  (12 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  <if  2s,  Sample  -Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  Cd. 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  Is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "  Pritt's  Book  of  the  Grayling, "  12s.  6d.  "  Wal- 
bran's  Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them, "  2s.  6d.  "  Jackson's 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Gi'ayling  an<l  Trout,"  7s.  6d. — J.  B. 
MILLER  (Telephone  2G01),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 
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Fishing  with  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  he  caught  no  less  than 
thirty-two  grayling,  some  of  which  scaled  close  upon 
three  quarters  of  a  pound.  At  the  Black  Ox  Club  com- 
petition on  Saturday  (Sept.  28)  for  the  championship  of 
the  club  and  the  cup,  the  members  were  allowed  a 
free  hand  for  three  hours.    Of  course  those  who  could 
tramp  to  Grimescar  and  the  water  below  it,  came  off 
best,  seeing  that  they  were  angling  in  water  which  is 
not  often  fished.     There  were  exactly  twenty-one 
competitors,  and  the  winner  turned  up  in  Mr.  James 
Gibson,  of  York,  the  president  of  the  York  Angling 
Club,  whose  catch  of  31b.  4Joz.  was  chiefly  made  up 
of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Mennell,  of  York,  came  next 
with  21b.  lOoz.,  also  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  T.  Mudick,  of 
York,  was  third,  with  lib.  14oz.,  in  which  were  several 
small  fish  ;  Mr.  G.  Woolford,  "fork,  4th,  lib.  9Joz.,  with 
a  small  jack  amongst  his  fish ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Dobhy,  5th, 
lib.  7Joz.,  with  one  'good  fish  and  a  few  small  ones; 
Mr.  E.  Metcalfe,  Northallerton,  6th,  lib.  7Joz. ;  Mr. 
F.  Newey,  York,  7th,  lib.  2Joz. ;  Mr.  E.  Taylor,  York, 
8th,  14Joz. ;  Mr.  W.  Slinger,  Leeming  Bar,  9th,  13oz. ; 
Mr.  A.  F.  Ashwell,  York,  10th,  12|oz. ;  Mr.  J.  W. 
King,  Leeming  Bar,  11th,  G^oz. ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Richardson, 
York,  12th,  4foz.  ;  and   M.   C.   Dobhy,  13th.  ^oz. 
Several  other  gentlemen  caught  fish  but  did  not  trouble 
to  weigh  in.    The  match  was  most  enjoyable.  Mr. 
John  Harkness  presented  the  cup  to  Mr.  Gibson  at 
the  close  of  the  match .  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Swale, 
at  Skipton  Bridge  and  Bralierton,  sport  amongst  the 
coarse  fish  has  greatly  improved,  Mr.G.  Singleton  secured 
a  fine  basket  of  dace  and  roach,  also  a  pike  weighing 
close  on  71b.  Mr.  Calvert  and  others  have  also  done  well. 
The  rains  of  the  latter  end  of  last  week  have  improved 
the  Wharfe.    Grayling  have  been  feeding  more  freely. 
In  the  district  of  Burnsall,  Appletreewick,  and  Bolton 
Woods  several  fine  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling  have 
been  got  with   fly  and  also  with  swimming  the 
maggot.    The  flies  that  have  been  found  to  be  useful 
are  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Poult  Bloa,  Fog 
Black  and  Willow  Fly.    In  the  district  of  Otley  and 
Harewood  very  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  between 
Collingham  and  Boston  Spa  a  fair  number  of  anglers 
have  met  with  moderate  sport.    At  Tadcaster  sport  has 
improved  a  littleamongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub.  Mr. 
Grimshaw  secured  a  fine  basket  of  dace  with  maggot. 
At  UUeskelf  sport  has  been  very  fair,  and  several 
fine  baskets  of  dace  have  been  shown  at  various 
clubhouses.     Mr.   H.  Collier  secured  on  two  days 
about  151b.  of  fine  dace  and  roach  caught  with  maggot. 
At  Acaster  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ouse.    Sport  has  only  been  moderate. 
Here  and  there  one  hears  of  a  few  fish  being  taken. 
Mr.  Kirk  secured  a  fine  specimen  roach,  weighing 
lib.  7oz.,  which  is  a  good  fish  for  this  district.  The 
Prince  Arthur  Angling  Club  fished  an  off-match  at 
Low  Dunsforth  ;  sport  moderate.    The  first  prize  was 
won  by  Mr.  H.  Skinner  ;  second,  Mr.  Robinson ;  third, 
Mr.  McFetheridge.    Since  the  rains  reports  from  the 
Derwent,  Costa,  etc.,  show  some  improvement. — John 
E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— At  the  close  of  last 
week  rain  fell  heavily  in  Eskdale  and  Liddesdale,  yet 
there  was  no  fiood ;  indeed,  there  has  only  been  one 
good  fiood  during  the  summer,  but,  as  is  the  case 
with  these  waters,  they  soon  resumed  their  normal 
condition.  A  goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  yet  all  report  that  the  fish  refused  to  rise 
to  the  fly,  and  seem  to  bogle  at  the  most  artfully 
constructed  lures  imaginable.  Considering  the  con- 
dition of  the  rivers  at  present  it  is  questionable 
whether  they  would  have  done  better  with  the  bait. 
Yet  prospects  are  hopeful  for  the  back  end,  as  the 
September  migration  has  exceeded  that  of  the  last  few 
years,  but  imtil  salmon  get  a  good  rousing  and  stirring 
up,  there  appears  little  likelihood  of  them  taking  well. 
Salmon  are  plentiful  in  the  Solway  and  more  are 
expected  to  ascend  the  rivers.  The  boats  in  the  Firth 
have  had  good  returns  for  the  week  up  till  Thursday 
night  (Sept.  26),  when  the  weather  commenced  to  be 
very  stormy.  Good  takes  of  flat-fish  have  been 
made  in  the  trawl  nets,  and  flounders  were  of  good 
quality.  There  is  a  large  stock  of  fish  in  the  Netherby 
preserved  water  of  the  Esk  from  the  Thistle  pool,  at 
Scotch  Dyke,  downwards.  The  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  portion  of  the  river  is  also  teeming  with  fish, 
but  they  continue  to  be  very  shy.  General  Horne 
has  had  a  nice  salmon  in  the  duke's  preserves  above 
Canonbie.  The  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk  contain  a  good 
stock  of  fish,  and  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout 
continue  to  be  caught  in  fair  numbers.  Yet  big  baskets 
are  few  and  far  between.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  a 
gentleman  from  Edinburgh  creeled  several  yellow 
trout  and  a  few  herling  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  J. 
Beattie  has  also  been  very  successful  with  yellow  trout 
in  the  same  water.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk, 
good  catches  of  yellow  trout  have  been  made  by  gentle- 
men staying  at  the  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm.  In  the 
Canonbie  division  of  the  river.  Dr.  Anderson, 
Eskbank,  Canonbie,  has  had  fairly  good  sport  in 
the  Hush  and  Tommy's  pools.  Mr.  R.  Steel,  Canon- 
bie, and  Mr,  J,  Jardine  are  having  moderate  takes 


of  yellow  trout  and  an  occasional  sea  trout,  and 
Mr.  John  Wylie  had  two  sea  trout  below  Canonbie 
Bridge.  Several  local  anglers  have  done  well 
with  yellow  trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle 
below  Penton  and  a  few  sea  trout  and  herling  have  been 
got.  Yellow  trout  are  still  taking  well  in  some  of  the 
tributaries,  and  some  have  been  got  in  the  King  Pool 
above  Langholm,  also  in  the  Ewes,  and  a  few  in 
Tarras.  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Walker  have  had  fair 
takes  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle  and  a  few  whiting 
now  and  then.  Mr.  Murray  had  one  sea  trout  and 
some  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle, 
and  others  have  done  fairly  well,  more  especially  with 
yellow  trout.  Later.— The  following  sport  has  been 
had: — Mr.  G.  Law  one  salmon,  in  the  Willow  Pool, 
221b. ;  Mr.  J.  Urquhart,  a  121b.  salmon,  at  Canonbie 
Bridge  ;  an  angler  from  Carlisle,  a  51b.  salmon  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool ;  Rev.  Graham  Arthuret,  an  181b.  salmon 
at  Scotch  Dyke,  in  the  Thistle  Pool ;  Mr.  Bell,  Long- 
town,  a  101b.  salmon  in  Cauldron  Pool ;  Mr.  Le  Cocq, 
a  121b.  salmon  in  Irvine  House  water  ;  Earl  of  Dalkeith' 
two  salmon  in  reserved  water  below  Langholm ;  Mr.' 
Tom  Jameson,  one  61b.  salmon  in  Willow  Pool'.  Iii 
the  Liddle  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Elliot,  Copshawholmc, 
caught  a  salmon  of  111b.  in  the  upper  reaches;  Mr.  j! 
Watson,  four  sea-trout  and  a  nice  basket  of  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  W.  Stoddart,  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout.  At  time  of  writing  water  and  weather  in  ex- 
cellent order. — Gilnockie. 

Coquet.— This  river  is  still  running  low,  although 
the  rain  that  fell  a  fortnight  ago  caused  the  water  to 
rise  some  five  or  six  inches.  There  are  a  goodly 
number  of  salmon  and  bull  trout  in  the  river.  A 
Gateshead  angler  caught  three  salmon  and  one  bull 
trout  on  Friday  (September  27),  the  lot  weighing 
381b.,  and  on  Saturday  (September  28),  a  gentleman 
from  Jesmond  landed  a  salmon  weighing  17^1b.  An 
Acklington  angler,  who  has  caught  several  fine  salmon 
this  season,  had  a  bull  trout  weighing  201b.  All  the 
fish  were  taken  with  fly. — G. 

Deveron  (BanflEshire).— The  river  continues  to 
run  low  and  clear,  but,  notwithstanding,  a  fair  mmiber 
of  fish  were  killed  during  the  end  of  last  month.  On 
the  Invericluny  water  a  fish  of  101b.  was  caught,  and 
on  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water  two  salmon  were  got, 
one  on  Sept.  25,  weighing  151b.,  and  a  grilse  on  Sept.  21, 
of  51b.  Towards  the  end  of  last  week  and  on  Sept.  29, 
an  unusual  sight  was  to  be  witnessed  in  the  sea  near 
the  mouth  of  the]  river.  Large  numbers  of  salmon, 
some  of  them  of  great  size  and  weight,  were  to  be  seen 
leaping  and  at  several  points  throwing  themselves  on 
to  the  shingle  at  the  entrance  in  their  eagerness  to  get 
up  the  river,  as  the  spawning  season  is  approaching. 
One  gentleman  counted  one  hundred  and  thirty  fish 
in  five  minutes  running  while  the  tide  was  flowing. 
On  the  falling  of  the  water  again  the  fish  appeared  to 
be  as  eager  to  return  to  the  sea,  their  progress  beino- 
barred  above  the  tidal  water.  The  large  number  of  fish 
on  the  coast  augurs  well  for  a  successful  spawning 
season. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Perthshire).— Mr.  Thomas  Steuart,  of 
Edmburgh,  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Sept.  30,  landed 
a  nice  15Jlb.  salmon,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Steuart  had  a  lAlb. 
trout. — D.  McNaughton. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers) —Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  Sept.  24,  Mr.  D.  M'Gregor, 
Dundee,  killed  fourteen  trout,  5Jlb.  Fishing  Loch 
Mhor  on  the  25th,  Mr.  H.  Thomas,  Sheffield,  had 
seven  trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  M'Gregor  had 
eight  trout,  8ib. ;  and  Mr.  Thomas,  eleven  trout,  51b., 
on  Loch  Mhor  ;  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  four  trout,  31b.,  on 
Loch  Ness.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  M'Gregor  had  six  trout, 
81b.,  on  Loch  Ness. — S.  Tilston. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— There  was  a  good  run 
of  fish  into  both  the  Dee  and  Don  with  the  recent  fill, 
but  the  flood  was  so  short-lived  that  matters  are  again 
as  bad  as  ever.  On  the  Dee,  however,  some  sport  has 
been  got,  although  it  cannot  by  any  means  be  called 
bright.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  King  and  Court  at 
Balmoral  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  upper 
parts,  where  some  fair  sport  has  been  got  on  the 
Aboyne  reaches ;  two  fine  flsh  were  creeled  on  the 
Huntly  Arms  reaches,  scaling  141b.  and  181b.  On 
the  Woodend  and  Carnton  waters  an  occasional  fish 
has  been  grassed,  and  one  or  two  on  the  Inchmarlo 
and  Blackball  Castle  waters,  varying  up  to  251b. 
On  the  Crathes  water  Sir  Thos.  Burnett  landed  three 
good  fish,  while  several  have  been  got  on  the  reaches 
lower  down.  On  the  Murtle  water  last  week  Dr. 
Macdonald  had  three  of  201b.,  251b.,  and  271b.,  and  on 
the  Cults  free  water  Mr.  Smith,  Aberdeen,  creeled  a 
fine  fish  of  91b.  Pinnock  are  very  scarce.  On  the 
Don  nothing  but  "sniggering"  of  the  vilest  order 
prevails.  The  fish  are  so  crushed  in  the  lower  pools 
that  angling  fair  and  square  is  out  of  it.  Of  six  rods 
on  the  nether  Don  five  are  clean,  and  yet  it  is  affirmed 
that  in  spite  of  the  watchers  some  hundred  or  two  of 
fish  have  been  "  sniggered  "  since  the  nets  came  off. 
On  the  Grandholm  water  Professor  Cash  has  only  two 
fish  for  the  season,  Mr.  Walker  is  clean  as  yet,  the 
Countess  of  Suffolk  the  same,  and  all  over  there  is  a 
clean  deadlock  through  the  lack  of  rain— plenty  of  fish 
but  no  water.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  fairly  good  baskets  of 
finnock  continue  to  be  got.    On  the  Ugie  good  sport  is 


being  got  with  the  fly  at  dusk,  but  nothing  during  the 
day,  save  to  those  essaying  the  worm.  On  thia  little 
stream  only  one  rod  now  remains  unlet  for  the  best 
month  in  the  year,  and  there  are  one  or  two  vacant 
beats  on  the  Don  lower  waters,  particulars  of  which 
may  be  had  at  the  Sportsman's  Depot,  liridge-strect, 
Aberdeen. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — More  unsettled  weather  has 
prevailed  over  the  south  of  Scotland  since  last  report, 
and  the  rivers  have  been  disturbed  with  frequent  rises 
in  the  water.  On  Tuesday  night  there  was  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  fire  in  the  air,  and  the  flashes  of 
lightning  were  very  vivid.  Distant  thunder  was 
heard  over  Annandale,  and  rain  fell  through  the 
night.  On  Wednesday  morning  the  Annan  showed 
another  rise  of  water  of  about  a  foot  and  a  half, 
though  there  was  not  much  brown  colour  in  the  rise. 
The  continual  unsettled  weather  has  kept  .salmon  on  the 
move,  and  there  has  been  practically  no  sport  in  any  of 
the  rivers  in  this  district.  The  high  tides  in  the  Solway 
have  been  most  suitable  for  fish  running,  and 
apparently  a  fair  head  of  fish  has  ascended  to  the 
middle  and  higher  waters.  They  have  not  been  rising 
to  the  fly  nor  have  they  looked  at  the  minnow  or  worm 
baits  this  week.  fiiven  settled  weather  it  is  probable 
that  a  fair  amount  of  sport  will  fall  to  the  rods  next  week. 
There  is  still  some  salmon  poaching  going  on  in  the 
Solway,  despite  the  watching  of  the  bailiffs,  and  the  fish 
are  being  hawked  about  both  town  and  country  at  Gd. 
per  pound.  During  this  part  of  the  season  there  should 
be  more  watchers  put  on  the  Solway,  as  the  staff  at 
present  employed  cannot  be  expected  to  be  here, 
there,  and  everywhere.  Although  the  netting  season 
in  the  Firth  was  one  of  the  best  for  a  great  many  years, 
the  moment  the  netting  season  closed  the  poachers 
were  at  their  old  game,  endeavouring  to  kill  the  goose 
that  lays  the  golden  egg.  The  Annan. — In  this  river 
the  back-end  fishing  is  hardly  commenced  yet,  though 
the  rods  have  been  on  the  different  reaches  daily.  With 
the  frequent  disturbances  in  the  river  salmon  have  not 
been  taking.  In  the  Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday 
evening  the  keeper  at  Luce  (Lament)  killed  a  nice  fish  of 
181b.  out  of  the  Tower  pool  with  fly,  and  on  Tuesday 
evening  Mr.  Paisley  Diroms,  keeper  (Andrew  Bell), 
killed  one  of  161b.  out  of  the  Burnfoot  with  Brown 
Turkey  fly.  One  was  hooked  and  lost  in  Northfield 
water  on  Monday  (Sept.  30).  Nothing  has  been  done 
in  Hoddom  Castle  water  this  season,  but  as  a  few  fish 
are  now  in  the  different  pools  of  this  stretch  it  is  likely 
that  some  fish  will  be  falling  to  the  rods  shortly. 
There  are  no  reports  as  to  sport  from  the  Castlemilk 
water  this  week.  In  the  lower  sections  of  the  river 
not  a  single  fish  has  been  hooked.  Several  anglers 
have  kept  on  killing  herling  with  the  minnow,  and 
odd  sea-trout  have  also  been  caught.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hicks,  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  and  IMr.  P.  McGiverin  have 
been  among  the  more  successful.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon 
took  a  sea-trout  in  the  Brewery  stream  on  Tuesday 
with  the  minnow.  The  Nith. — This  Dumfries  river  has 
had  a  fair  run  of  autumn  salmon,  but  they  have  been 
taking  badly,  owing  to  unsettled  weather  and  waters. 
Several  Dumfries  rods  visited  the  Mid-Nithsdale 
portion  of  the  river  last  week-end,  but  there  was  no 
sport.  It  is  believed  some  nice  fishing  will  be  had 
this  back  end.  Odd  herling  have  been  caught  in  the 
Auldgirth  portion.  Nothing  is  doing  at  Thornhill  or 
at  Sanquhar  at  present.  The  tributaries — namely, 
the  Cairn  and  Cluden — have  been  in  fairly  good  order, 
though  sport  has  been  quiet.  The  Galloway  Rivers. 
— Angling  has  been  disappointing  on  the  Dee  of 
KLirkcudbrightshire  this  week,  as  also  on  the  Fleet 
of  Gatehouse  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.  There  is 
a  fair  show  of  salmon  in  the  pools,  and  given  settled 
weather  some  sport  is  anticipated  this  month.  The 
Ayrshire  Streams. — Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  on 
the  Girvan  of  Ayrshire  among  salmon  which  are  now 
ascending  the  river.  The  water,  however,  has  been  a 
little  out  of  order  this  week.  Little  has  been  done  on 
the  Ayr,  and  the  trout-fishing  on  the  lochs  is  now  over 
for  the  season. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers. — 
After  an  interval  of  about  a  fortnight  from  the  termin- 
ation of  net  fishing  salmon  angling  has  made  a  kind 
of  fitful  start.  Last  week  the  rivers  rose  to  the  extent 
of  two  feet,  and  the  various  casts  have  now  been  fairly 
well  stocked  with  fish,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
salmon  have  been  taken  as  far  up  as  Bolside  (.\bbots- 
ford).  A  rousing  flood  is  what  is  required  to  cleanse 
the  bottom  of  the  river  bed  and  increase  the 
stock  of  flsh.  On  the  Bolside  stretch,  on  Sept.  23, 
Mrs.  F.  Davies  caught  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  Mr. 
A.  Holmes  had  four — 51b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  121b. — 
and  Mr.  W.  Millar  a  sea-trout  of  81b.  and  R.  Millar 
one  of  71b.  on  the  26th.  At  Makerstoun,  Mr.  Tennant 
caught  a  71b.  salmon  and  Mr.  Scott  Macdougall  a  41b. 
grilse  on  Monday  (Sept.  23).  On  Thursday  (Sept.  26) 
Mr.  Hartopp  had  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and  on  ^Monday 
(Sept.  30)  Mr.  Menzies  had  three  salmon,  161b.,  161b., 
and  231b.,  and  Mr.  Foster  one  of  151b.  On  Floors 
Upper  Water,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  had  three  salmon  of 
231b.,  151b.,  and  71b.,  and  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  1)  he  had 
four— 231b.,  191b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  At  Hendersyde  on 
Monday,  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  had  a  fresh-run  salriion  of 
161b.,  and  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  one  of  ISlb. 
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At  Sprouston  on  Monday  (Sept.  30),  Captain  Gerald 
Trotter  caught  four,  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  three 
grilse  of  91b.  each,  and  on  Tuesday  he  had  three  salmon, 
261b.,  221b.,  and  171b.  On  the  Birgham  water  very 
little  fishing  has  been  done.  On  Monday  of  last  week 
General  Fielding  had  two  salmon,  171b.  and  12Jlb.  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  Professor  Anuandale  had  one  of 
14Mb.  On  Tuesday,  General  Fielding  had  two,  181b. 
and  7^1b.  Some  of  the  fishings  have  not  yet  been 
tried,  but  I  expect  they  will  be  all  in  full  swing  by 
the  end  of  this  week. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann. — The  angling  season  terminated  on  this 
river  and  all  its  tributaries  (only  the  ]\Iame  and 
Blackwater  that  remain  open  till  Oct.  31)  on 
Monday  (Sept.  30)  with  the  atmospheric  conditions  all 
against  the  ani;lers.  A  succession  of  floods  kept  the 
water  continually  discoloured,  with  few  days  on  which 
it  was  possible  to  go  on  the  river,  as  the  vrind  was  so 
strong  from  the  south  and  west  that  the  boatmen 
could  not  keep  their  boats  on  the  water.  A  few  fish 
were  got  on  each  of  the  sections  on  the  days  on  which  it 
was  possible  to  go  on  the  river.  On  the  Caronroe  reach 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  took  two  salmon  (91b.  and  101b.)  and 
two  grilse  (61b.  and  8Jlb.).  On  the  Kilrea  section  Mr.  J. 
W.  Corry,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  131b.,  and  one  grilse, 
71b.  ;  Mr.  C.  C.  Singleton,  Cheltenham,  one  salmon, 
161b.;  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Matthews,  Lower  Slaughter, 
Gloucestershire,  one  grilse,  61b.,  and  a  pike,  221b.,  the 
largest  taken  from  this  river  for  the  season.  I  may 
here  add  that  pike  have  so  much  increased  within  the 
last  four  years  that  it  is  impossible  for  either  small 
trout  or  salmon  fry  to  live  in  any  of  the  reaches.  The 
inspectors  of  Irish  fisheries  have  been  the  direct  cause 
of  this  by  closing  the  angling  the  angling  season  on 
Sept.  30,  that  formerly  remained  open  till  Oct.  31.  I 
knew  of  over  a  thousand  pike  having  been  taken  out  of 
the  river  by  salmon  anglers  every  October  on  spoon 
baits  and  minnows  before  the  season  was  changed,  but 
now  that  number,  with  their  brood,  must  annually 
remain  in  the  river  to  fatten  on  the  salmon  fry  and 
smolts  that  are  reared  for  them  in  the  hatchery  at 
Kilrea,  not  one  of  which,  I  believe,  ever  reaches  the 
sea. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Last  Monday  the  season 
of  1901  closed  on  the  Sixmile,  Clady,  Crumlin,  Glen- 
avy,  and  all  other  streams  entering  Lough  Neagh 
between  Antrim  and  Derrymore,  on  the  Antrim  side. 
These  rivers  were  all  high  on  the  closing  day,  and  in 
the  preceding  week  fished  well.  The  Lagan,  which 
was  low  all  summer,  is  now  in  fair  order,  and  remains 
up  till  the  end  of  October,  as  also  do  the  streams  on 
the  Antrim  coast,  including  the  "  Glens"  rivers,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Bush,  which  closed  on  Sept.  30. 
The  Dams  are  fishing  poorly. — J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Tj/rone). — Up  to  date  angling 
has  been  poor  on  the  Tyrone  Blackwater.  There  was 
a  fine  run  of  salmon  in  June  and  July,  but  not  a  fish 
was  killed,  as  the  river  was  not  in  order  till  August, 
and  then  the  flux  water  came  in.  The  river  was  not 
so  low  for  twenty  summers.  The  flux  water  is  gone, 
and  as  a  good  run  of  salmon  came  up  last  week,  the 
prospects  for  next  week  are  good.  At  present  the 
river  is  too  high  for  angling. — J.  A.  B. 

Duudalk  District. — Last  Monday  the  angling 
season  came  to  an  end  on  a  number  of  rivers  in 
Dundalk  District.  These  included  the  Glyde,  Dee, 
and  their  tributaries.  The  Fane,  Annagassan,  etc., 
continue  open  till  the  last  day  of  this  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Bme  (Ballysliauuoii  and  Belleek).  —  Again 
during  the  past  week  angling  was  poor.  Owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  river,  the  water  kept  much  dis- 
coloured and  the  river  was  in  high  flood  during  all  the 
past  week,  as  rain  fell  heavily  nearly  every  day  since 
last  report ;  consequently  few  anglers  were  out.  Mr. 
Brady  and  Captain  F.  W.  Jones,  landed  a  few  salmon 
on  Sept.  28  and  30,  weighing  from  7^1b.  to  15Jlb. ; 
Captain  L.  Moore  had  a  large  salmon  in  play 
for  some  time  on  Sept.  28,  but  the  fish  ultimately  got 
ofi  by  fouling  the  cast  round  a  snag.  Captain  Moore 
landed  one  salmon  of  91b.  on  Sept.  27.  The  angling 
season  closed  on  the  Erne  on  Sept.  30. — M.  Eogan 
AND  Sons. 

Lough  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Lough-na-Pough. — 

Fishing  above  waters  from  Clonbur  Hotel,  a  monster 
pike  of  38Jlb.  has  been  landed  by  Mr.  Pat  Connor  on 
Oct.  1  on  Maamtrasna  Bay,  Lough  Mask.  This,  with 
the  pike  caught  by  Colonel  Allix  two  months  ago 
in  the  same  water,  36^1b.,  are  the  two  largest  recorded 
for  Mask.— J.  A.  J. 

Lough.  Melvin.— Sport  during  the  past  week  was 
indifferent,  owing  to  the  unsettled  stormy  weather 
which  prevailed,  as  in  the  previous  week.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  caught  some  fine  specimens  of  the 
gillaroo  trout  when  an  opportunity  oSered  that  the 
boats  could  get  on  to  the  fishing  grounds  :  Captain 
F.  W.  Jones,  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Oakshott,  G. 
Humphrey,  and  Blake.  Captain  Jones  took  a  fine 
basket  of  trout  on  Sept.  27,  chiefly  brown  trout,  with 
a  few  gillarooes,  and  Mr.  P.  Hughes  caught  a  trout 
(Salmo  fcrox)  of  41b.,  trolling,  and  four  brown  trout, 
averaging  lib.  each,  on  same  day.  The  angling  season 


closed  on  Lough  Melvin  also  on  Sept.  30. — M.  Roqan 
AND  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 

Salmon  fishing  was  fairly  good  on  the  Newtown 
Stewart  sections  of  the  Mourne,  after  the  floods  of 
the  previous  week.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Dobson  killed 
three  salmon;  Tom  M'Colgan,  one;  Mr.  Withorow, 
two  ;  John  Sweeny,  one,  and  Mr.  Holbrooke,  one — the 
largest  fish  scaling  lljlb.  In  addition  to  Mr.  Dobson, 
Mr.  Holbrooke  and  Mr.  Witherow,  Messrs.  Fleming, 
Black,  and  M'Dougall  are  stopping  in  the  Abercorn 
Arms,  and  other  anglers  are  expected  this  week.  Last 
week  Colonel  Delaoherois,  Donaghadee,  killed  two 
fish,  7flb.  and  6Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Moy  some  nice 
baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got  by  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Baites  (best  take  to  one  rod,  nine- 
teen, 151b.).  I  have  heard  of  nine  salmon  being  killed 
on  the  Palmerstown  river.  Few  good  trout  were  taken 
on  the  Conn.  I  would  expect  good  pike-fishing  when 
the  loughs  fall  at  least  eighteen  inches.  Some  fair,  free 
shooting  to  be  had  close  to  Ballina. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Moyola  (Castled,awson,  co.  Derry). — The  Moyola 
— or  "  Manola  Water,"  as  it  is  locally  styled — closed 
on  Sept.  30.  There  was  little  sport  on  it  in  the 
preceding  fortnight,  although  there  are  plenty  of 
salmon  up  it.  As  a  spawning  river  it  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  north. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Favoured  with  fine  weather  and  calm 
seas,  numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  daily 
during  the  past  week  over  the  "  Black  Rock,"  Kemp- 
town  and  "  Hospital  "  grounds,  and  off  the  end  of  the 
Palace  Pier.  Good  catches  of  silver  whiting,  pout 
whiting,  and  flat-fish  are  made. — H. 

Deal. — Sept.  26 — light  airs,  N.W.,  backing  round 
to  east ;  water  smooth  and  in  very  good  condi- 
tion for  fishing  in  the  bay,  and  good  takes  were 
obtained  all  round.  Mr.  Hall,  two  friends,  and  myself 
took  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  whiting,  one  codling, 
and  one  mackerel,  dpwn  to  about  eighty  per  boat. 
Sept.  27 — wind  S.W.,  fine,  sunshine,  good  fishing  ob- 
tained, Mr.  S.  Bullock  and  F.  H.  Adams,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  whiting,  ton  dabs  and  two  codling ;  Mr.  A. 
M.  Butler,  two  days'  fishing,  landed  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  whiting,  seven  dabs,  four  codling;  G.  R. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Underdown,  three  days'  fishing,  five 
hundred  and  eighty  whiting  and  fifteen  dabs ;  On 
Sept.  28,  S.W.,  light,  fine  and  blue  sky  and  several 
angling  boats  out ;  fair  takes  all  round.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hills  with  one  rod,  sixty-two  whiting  and  six 
pout.  Sept.  29 — calm,  and  sun  shining  brightly;  a 
large  contingent  of  anglers  put  out,  and  fair  takes  of 
codling,  dabs  and  whiting  landed ;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tantz  three  score  and  a  half  whiting,  codling  and 
dabs,  while  others  scored  well.  30th :  another  fair 
day  for  boat  fishing,  with  fine,  sunshiny  weather, 
water  in  fair  condition  on  the  flood  tide.  Oct.  1 : 
fine  dabs,  codling  and  whiting  landed ;  weather  fine 
and  warm,  water  smooth  ;  Mr.  J.  Marshall  and  friend, 
three  days'  fishing,  ten  score  and  a  half,  mostly 
whiting.  Oct.  2  :  wind  south,  light,  and  rain  ;  Mr.  F. 
E.  Hills  and  wife,  two  days'  fishing,  eight  score 
whiting,  dabs  and  codling.  This  day's  (Wednesday) 
fishing  poor.  Tides  suitable  for  early-morning  fishing, 
week-end,  and  early  part  of  next  week.  —  Edwd. 
Hangee  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-st. 

Deal  (The  Pier).  —  'The  pier  has  lately  been 
patronised  by  large  numbers  of  anglers  of  both  sexes, 
but  the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water  has  rendered 
sport  anything  but  brisk.  Though  the  whiting  have 
been  taken  in  the  bay  in  large  nmnbers,  they  have  not 
yet  reached  as  far  south  as  the  pier,  and  our  rodsters 
will  now  have  to  wait  until  the  next  spring  tides  before 
they  can  expect  any.  Mr.  Bowles  and  Mr  Bursill  were 
fairly  successful  on  Saturday,  Sept.  28,  with  codling 
and  pouting,  and  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hutchings,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Waddell 
each  got  a  fair  bag.  Fishing  from  the  top  deck  was 
allowed  on  Monday  (Sept.  30),  and  more  than  forty  rods 
and  lines  were  then  in  evidence,  but  results  proved 
poor.  Mr.  Davey  captured  a  pretty  little  lobster 
of  21b.,  iwhile  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Oarley  made  fair  mixed  catches.  The  best  fish 
of  the  day,  a  small  cod  of  4 Jib.,  fell  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Castle  during  early  hours  of  evening.  Tuesday 
proved  a  disappointing  day,  though  several  good 
individual  catches  were  made,  premier  honours  falling 
to  the  brothers  Newcombe,  who  made  a  very  fine  bag 
of  dabs  and  plaice.  Codling  were  fairly  plentiful  on 
Wednesday  (Sept.  25),  when  Messrs.  Chapman,  Carley, 
Bowles,  and  others  secured  some  nice  fish.  Surgeon- 
Major  Pashe  fished  upon  the  ebb  for  pollack,  but  was 
only  successful  in  securing  one ;  but  on  the  previous 
day  he  hooked,  but  failed  to  land,  a  very  large  one. 
With  the  water  slightly  more  coloured  sport  should 
materially  improve. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Fishing  not  so  good  just  now 
in  deep  water,  but  plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  near  the 
shore  ^and  in  the  harbour  with  bass,  cod,  flat-fish, 
gurnard,  and  mackerel. — H. 


Plymouth. — The  mackerel  have  come  in  and  ar( 
being  caught  in  great  numbers  at  the  bottom  in 
Jennycliffe  Bay.  Scores  of  boats  can  be  seen  daily  at 
this  sport.  They  lie  in  about  five  fathoms  of  water, 
so  a  short  line  and  about  half-pound  lead  is  quite  ■ 
sufficient,  two  or  more  hooks  being  used  ledger  fashion. 
The  best  bait  is  squid,  but  they  will  takei  pilchard  or 
even  a  piece  of  their  own  species.  The  fish  are  not  so 
good  in  this  month  because  they,  as  a  rule,  have 
spawned.  Mr.  H.  L.  Popham,  of  the  yacht  McyijanKcr, 
whilst  fishing  for  mackerel  in  liybury  Bay,  caught  one 
with  an  indiarubber  ring  round  its  head  and  behind 
the  gill  covers ;  it  is  curious  how  it  got  there,  but  it  is 
not  the  first  instance  that  a  fish  has  been  caught  with 
a  band  round  its  head.  The  skate  family  are  now  in 
good  condition  and  remain  so  throughout  the  year. 
Cod  will  be  coming  in  season  soon  and  the  "  Tamlin  " 
cod  or  "Tom"  cod,  which  is  the  young  of  the  cod, 
when  about  a  foot  long  is  a  very  dainty  fish.  Haddock 
and  coalflsh  are  also  now  in  perfection.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  this  month  are  as  follows  : — Plaice,  sole, 
flounder,  dab,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  mary-sole, 
mackerel,  dory,  surmullet,  conger,  salmon,  wrasses 
generally,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  whiting,  pollack, 
cod,  haddock,  cod-fish,  hake,  homlyn  ray,  launce,  , 
pilchard,  sprat,  herring,  twaite,  shad,  anchovy,  mullet,  ' 
atherine  (smelt),  and  all  shell -fish. — William 
Hbaedeb  (B.S.A.S.) 

Ramsgate. — Nearly  all  the  boats  in  the  harbour 
have  been  out  daily,  generally  with  good  takes.  There 
are  fewer  whiting  about,  but  are  of  better  size.  The 
fishing  from  the  piers  and  Marina  has  been  unsatis- 
factory, nothing  worthy  of  note  having  been  landed. — 
Gbey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — The  fishing  is  very  good  just  now. 
Splendid  catches  of  mackerel  have  been  had,  and 
whiting  galore.  Notwithstanding  the  fine  weather 
codling  have  got  on  the  run  inshore.  On  Saturday 
(Sept.  28),  along  with  three  other  rodsters,  we  landed 
25  codling  from  the  new  Marine  Drive,  31b.  to  51b. 
The  largest  number  of  Scotch  herring  boats  that  have 
ever  been  here  were  in  the  harbours  on  Tuesday  last 
(Oct.  1).— H.  C.  (B.S.A.S.) 

Scarborough — -Mackerel  continue  to  afford  first 
rate  sport  in  the  immediate  bay,  and  good  catches 
have  been  made  by  rod  anglers  during  the  past  week. 
Silver  whiting  abound,  gurnard,  etc.  Pier  anglers  are 
taking  whiting  and  flat-fish.  The  harbour  is  full  of 
Scotch  herring  boats;  and  the  harbour  and  is  in 
consequence  well  "  ground  baited "  with  herring  re- 
fuse. The  Scotchmen  have  thoroughly  monopolised 
the  herring  fisheryng  of  this  port  of  late  years,  and 
the  Scarborough  herring  fleet  is  now  quite  a  thing  of 
the  past. — H. 

Walmer. — Fishing  rather  slack  during  past  week. 
Two  gentlemen  from  Kingsdown  caught  off  Walmer  on 
Saturday  eight  score  whiting  and  some  fair-sized 
plaice.  The  same  gentlemen  on  Tuesday  landed  six 
score  whiting  and  codling.  Water  clear,  butlraining 
all  day.  Weather  prospects  not  good.— Edward 
Burke  (Lord  Nelson). 


IReports  from  Clubs* 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association.  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.  —  The  renting  and 
preservation  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  (Oct.  7) 
at  8.30  p.m.  Having  accepted  the  co-treasurership  of 
the  Thames  Anglers'  Defence  Fund,  I  hope  all 
societies  and  members  will  liberally  support  the  Fund 
and  forward  their  lists,  subscriptions,  and  donations 
on  to  me.  Please  make  out  cheques  and  postal 
orders  in  the  name  of  Thames  Defence  Fund  and  cross 
them  "  London  and  South- Western  Bank,"  and  forward 
same  to  me.— R.  G.  Woodruff,  2,  Firsby-road,  Stam- 
ford Hill,  N. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District).— 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Good  Intent 
Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Church-street.  Shoreditch. 
on  Thursday,  Oct.  10,  when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a 
good  attendance.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List). — The  next  return  visit  will  go  to  the  Harlesden 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Harlesden, 
on  Thursday,  Oct.  17.  Tram  or  'bus  to  the  door.— 
J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— The  committee 
met  on  Friday  (Sept.  27)  when  four  grants  were  made 
of  £19  Is.,  and  two  letters  for  the  Convalescent  Home. 
I  also  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
13s.  6d.  from  the  Clapton  Park,  and  £1  17s.  from 
the  Clapham  Jimction  boxes.  Any  society  requiring 
tickets  should  now  send  for  them,  as  I  can  now  supply 
them  by  return.  I  also  beg  to  announce  that  the 
balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending  April,  1901,  has  been 
audited,  and  in  a  few  days  will  be  forwarded  to  all 
societies  subscribing.— S.  Malby,  9,  Canterbury-road, 
Islington,  N. 
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Acton  Piscatoeial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — The  following  were  returned  winners  in  our 
match  at  Goring  :  Messrs.  C.  Palmer,  1  ;  G.  F.  Ham- 
mond, 2  ;  and  W.  Newark,  3.  Messrs.  J.  Brooks,  R, 
Harwin,  F.  Sellers,  and  J.  Philpot,  while  on  a  visit  to 
Combe  Martin,  had  fine  takes  of  rock-whiting  and 
conger,  and  after  a  half  hour's  skilful  manipulation 
landed  one  of  the  latter,  weighing  831b.,  and  many 
others  were  taken  by  the  above-name,d. — W.  Howell. 

Allason  United  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
The  members  met  on  Oct.  2,  when  the  correspondence 
was  read.  We  offer  our  thanks  to  Mr.  H.  Burnham 
for  bag  of  wheat.  Messrs.  Harris  and  Wheeler  had 
roach.  Our  cup  (the  third)  contest  takes  place  at 
Veitche's  Pound,  Langley  ;  the  date  of  the  contest  is 
Oct.  13.  Ben  has  a  gigantic  competition  at  Richmond 
shortly,  open  to  all;  date  and  particulars  shortly.— 
Ben. 

Anchob  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — We  hold  our  visit 
on  the'  Central  Association  list  on  Monday,  Oct.  21. 
Several  members  have  been  out  with  success  during 
the  past  week.  Will  members  attend  in  force  next 
Wednesday  to  arrange  dates  for  October  monthly 
match,  punt  match,  and  sea  match,  and  several  other 
important  items. — C.  T.  M. 

Battebsba  Friendly  Angling  Sooibtt,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — Members  weighed  in 
on  Sept.  29  :  Mr.  A.  Pemberton  131b.  4Joz.  of  bream, 
Mr.  G.  Stevens,  sen.,  71b.  lloz.  bream.  We  fish  a 
match  on  Oct.  6  at  Bourne  End  boundary,  from 
Bourne  End  Bridge  to  Quarry  Wood.  Train  leaves 
Paddiugton  at  8.40,  return  by  the  7.40. — A.  De.jonge. 

Belgbave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.  —  On  Sept.  26  we  arranged  for 
our  October  outing,  which  will  take  place  on  the 
13th  inst.  for  four  prizes.  Time,  place,  and  other 
particulars  at  the  club-house;  one  rod  only  to  be 
used  at  a  time;  jack  and  eels  barred.  On  Sept.  29 
the  following  had  fish  : — Mr.  F.  Richardson,  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  W.  Payne,  perch. — W.  Payne. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Messrs.  Sharratt, 
Wilson,  Yarham,  Smedmore  and  E.  Wilkins  had  very 
poor  takes  of  fish  from  Harefield  on  Sept.  29,  but  Mr. 
Jukes  (one  of  our  yearly  subscribers)  writes  to  say  that 
he  had  111b.  of  fine  roach.  We  hold  our  first  concert 
and  social  evening  on  Monday,  Oct.  7,  when  Mr.  Derry 
will  read  a  short  paper,  entitled  "  The  Thames."  We 
have  decided  to  have  a  concert  and  reading  every 
Monday  evening  through  the  winter,  and  the  secretary 
would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  gentleman  who 
would  like  to  read  a  paper,  or  add  to  the  entertainment 
in  any  way.    All  anglers  are  welcome. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuey  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Sept.  29, 
Mr.  J.  Drew  weighed  in  dace.  Wednesday  next.,  Oct.  9, 
will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all  members  are  particu- 
larly requested  to  attend. — T.  Paternostee. 

Cambbidgb  Heath  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  was  a  suc- 
cess. During  the  evening  the  chair  was  taken  by 
Messrs.  G.  Kimberley  and  H.  Everett,  supported  in 
the  vice  by  Mr.  R.  Hubbard.  Excellent  talent  was 
rendered  by  the  following  supporters :  Mr.  C.  Olney, 
Dutch  comedian,  Mr.  T.  Ames,  Mr.  C.  Broughton, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  Mr.  G.  Kimberley,  Mr.  H.  Gaffee, 
and  Mr.  R.  Hubbard,  the  Sisters  Baum  and  Miss 
Edwards,  and  others.  All  due  praise  must  be  given  to 
the  pianist  of  the  evening.  On  Sept.  29,  Messrs. 
G.  Webb  and  E.  Argent  weighed  in. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.  —  Our  shows  of  fish  do  not 
deteriorate,  in  spite  of  bright  water.  Several  of  our 
boys  were  in  the  Angling  Association's  competition, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hoodless  being  the  top  marker,  Messrs. 
Gill,  R.  J.  and  A.  C.  Hoodless,  and  Painter  also 
Weighing  in.  From  other  waters  Messrs.  Cook  had 
roach,  71b.  8oz.,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  12Joz.,  Fuller  a 
brace  of  jack,  61b.  5oz.,  Whipps,  jack,  81b.  12|oz., 
Parker,  Mann,  and  Adams  helping  to  swell  the  total. 
— R.  Maeshall. 


October  6. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing  to  Walton-on-Thames. 
Cosy  :  Outing  to  Yalding. 
Izaak  Walton :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
J  oily  Anglers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
Junior  Piscatorials:  Roving  match. 
Royal  George  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
S.L.U.  Visiting  List :  Match  at  Sonning. 
Stepney  :  Match  on  the  Chelmer. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
Wellington  :  Match  at  Shalford. 
Wenlock :  Match. 
October  7. 

Anglers'  Association :    Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee. 

Blenheim  :  Concert  and  reading. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
October  8. 

Sundial :  Supper. 
October  9. 

Izaak  Walton :  Outing. 
October  10. 

Good  Intent :  Visit. 


Oct. 


13. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

13. — Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Maldon  East. 

18. — Golden  Barbel :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

13. — Harcourt :  Match  at  Langley. 

18. — Oglander  :  Competition  at  Windsor. 

13. — Phoenix  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

13. — Surprise  :  Outing. 

13.  — Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

14.  — Firm  and  True  ;  Visit. 
17. — Harlesden  :  Visit. 

20. — Duke  of  Norfolk :  Private  match. 
20.— East  Dulwich :  Outing. 
20. — Golden  Barbel :  Supper  match. 
20.— North  London  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

20.  — Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch 

21.  — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

23. — Gresham  :  Outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea. 

23. — Victoria  Brothers  :  "Defence  Fund"  concert 

26  and  27.— Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Nayland. 

26. — Park  :  Benefit  concert. 

29. — Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

31. — Oglander :  Punt  outing  at  Richmond. 


Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,    Clapham    Junction,    S.W. — Our 

next  day's  outing  will  take  place  at  Richmond  on  Oct. 
6,  for  eight  prizes.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction  8.25, 
from  Richmond  7.41.  All  to  cease  fishing  at  six  o'clock. 
All  to  meet  at  the  Pigeons  Hotel.  On  Sept.  29,  Mr. 
H.  Moon  had  bream,  largest  fish  41b.  7Joz.,  Mr.  A. 
Bowater  roach,  H.  Runnegar  roach. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Steollebs'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.  —  Our  outing  on 
Oct.  6  will  be  to  Walton — open  roving,  pimt  or  bank  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh ;  three  prizes.  Train,  8.53  a.m. — 
C.  McL. 

Clebkenwell  and  Disteict  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Phcenix 
Angling  Society  on  Wednesday  evening  (Oct.  2).  Nine 
societies  were  represented — namely,  Great  Northern, 
Eustonian,  North  London,  Camden,  Phoenix,  Dibden, 
Bootonians,  Cobden,  and  Victoria  Brothers.  Mr. 
Norman  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Cook,  of  the  Camden,  vice. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Dibden,  date  later. — 
F.  Castell. 

CoLBBBOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Several  members  were 
at  King's  Langley  on  Sept.  29,  and  had  a  most 
enjoyable  day,  but  sport  was  slow.  Our  outing  to 
East  Maldon  on  Oct.  18  promises  to  be  a  success. — 
T.  W.  Johnson. 

COLLINGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson  -  square,  Blackfriars  -  road.  —  Our  outing  at 
Ashurst  resulted  in  a  blank,  the  first  we  have  had. 
Mr.  Francis,  on  Sept.  30,  had  a  fine  tray  of  bream 
and  perch.  Members  who  want  tickets  for  the 
S.L.A.U.V.L.  competition  can  obtain  them  from  self 
or  Mr.  W.  Poole.— F.  P.  Soege. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  (Oct. 
2)  the  subscription  list  in  aid  of  the  Thames  Fishing 
Defence  Fund  was  handed  round  and  well  supported. 
10s.  6d.  also  being  voted  from  the  club  funds.  Outing 
to  Yalding  on  Oct.  6 ;  train  leaves  Charing  Cross  at 
7.46  a.m.,  returning  from  Yalding  at  7.29  p.m.  The 
following  weighed  in  on  Sept.  29 :  J.  T.  White,  roach 
and  gudgeon  ;  A.  Appleton,  roach ;  and  C.  Chilman, 
roach,  winning  the  prize  given  for  the  largest  roach  in 
September. — D.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatobial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Sept.  29,  M».  C.  Herbert  had  a 
show  of  tench  and  roach  ;  Mr.  James  Massey  a  nice 
show  of  roach.  Will  members  who  have  not  cleared 
books  kindly  attend  for  that  purpose.— W.  M. 


Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
BrowBlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Sept.  29  several  of  the 
members  competed  at  Langley  for  tlie  cup,  Messrs 
A.  P..  Lloyd  and  E.  Wild  getting  placed  among  the 
winners.  Messrs.  Sampson,  Best,  A.  Wild,  and  W 
Thompson  also  had  fish.  Messrs.  T.  Levain  and  it! 
Parran  had  roach  from  other  waters.  In  my  last 
report  "Davison"  should  read  "  Davies."  1  al.so  beg 
to  announce  that  we  voted  10s.  6d.  to  the  Andrew 
Defence,  and  hope  to  have  some  more.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next— very  important  — 
S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.— On  Sept.  29  and 
during  the  week  the  following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  G. 
Jenkins,  roach,  and  Mr.  Allum,  roach  and  dace.  On 
Oct.  20  a  private  match  will  take  place. — W.  Jenkitss. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotelj 
East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Messrs.  J.  Bannister,  W.  Hales, 
J.  Wargent,  and  A.  J.  Bannister  were  out  on  Sept.  29 
and  had  a  splendid  show  of  bream,  weighing  451b. 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Bannister  and  J.  Wargent  were  elected 
to  attend  the  Central  Association  Delegate  Meeting 
on  Monday,  Oct.  7th.— E.  Dyball. 

Foeest  Gate  Piscatobials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— Mr.  H.  W.  Creeke  took  first  prize  at  Am- 
berley  with  bream ;  the  other  two  prizes  were  not 
taken,  and  will  be  fished  for  at  Nayland  on  Oct.  20  and 
27,  under  the  same  conditions,  except  that  fish 
must  be  weighed  in  same  day  as  caught.  A  handsome 
engraving,  entitled,  "  A  Pegged-Down  Fishing  Match," 
by  Dendy  Sadler,  has  been  presented  to  the  club  by 
Mr.  A.  Yammer  and  friends.— K.  Saeoent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sit  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— The  follow- 
ing weighed  in  on  Sept.  29  :  Verity,  roach  ;  J.  Roach, 
roach,  largest  lib.  2oz. ;  Mowl,  roach ;  Crow,  roach. 
Mr.  Verity  weighed  in  roach  on  Oct.  1.  We  have 
arranged  to  fish  off  remainder  of  prizes  on  Oct.  13, 
from  Marsh  Lock  to  Shiplake  Lock,  both  sides  of  river. 
Mr.  Mowl  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  Harding 
auditor.  Should  like  to  see  all  members  show  up  to 
support  the  subscription  sheet  for  the  Andrews  Defence 
Fund. — A.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.— We  had  a  good 
show  of  roach  on  Sept.  29.  Messrs.  Thompson, 
141b.  5oz.  ;  Marks,  51b.  3|-oz.  ;  Philpott,  81b.  12|oz.  ; 
also  Messrs.  Maybury,  Huggett,  and  Guffin  weighed  in. 
A  lot  of  our  members  fished  in  the  A.A.  Trustees'  com- 
petition, but  none  was  successful.  Our  return  visit, 
No.  1  Eastern  District,  takes  place  on  Thursday  next, . 
Oct.  10,  and  as  it  is  the  first  visit  since  I  have  under- 
taken the  secretaryship,  I  hope  members  and  friends 
will  turn  up  in  good  numbers. — F.  A.  G. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
On.  Sept.  29  we  fished  at  Henley  and  Shiplake  for  five 
prizes.  The  following  members  took  prizes  in  the  order 
named  :  Messrs.  J.  A.  Fitch,  F.  Brooks,  C.  Watling, 
R.  Owen,  and  J.  Hewitt.  Other  members  weighed  in. 
Mr.  J.  Choppin  had  another  fine  show  of  tench  and 
roach,  weighing  281b.  4oz.,  five  heaviest  roach  weighing 
61b.  9oz. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  fish  a  match  at  King's 
Langley  on  Oct.  13,  for  several  valuable  prizes,  and  I 
hope  to  see  all  the  members  present. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Several  members  have  been  out 
lately,  but  have  met  with  very  little  success.  The  best 
show  being  of  roach,  weighed  in  by  Mr.  Ide.  Our 
monthly  roach  competition  resulted  as  follows :  Mr. 
Ide,  first,  who  also  takes  the  medal  for  largest  number 
of  fish  over  Jib. ;  Mr.  Casheu,  second ;  Mr.  R.  W. 
Woolston,  third ;  also  takes  a  prize  for  largest  roach, 
and  Mr.  Morris,  fourth;  other  prizes  not  taken.  A 
fishing  competition  has  been  proposed  for  mouth  of 
October.— E.  S.  C. 

Islington  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— In  the  finish  of  the 
match  at  Burnt  Mill  the  last  prize  was  won  by  Mr. 
Stone  with  roach  ;  others  weighed  in  from  various 
waters — Mr.  Challis  roach,  Mr.  Burwash  roach  and 
gudgeon,  Mr.  Brookman  roach  and  perch,  and  Mr.  Perry 
perch  and  gudgeon.  Messrs.  Read  and  Turner  were 
elected  and  Jlr.  Ledwick  proposed  as  a  working  mem- 
ber.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
As  previously  announced,  the  first  competition  for 
the  prize  given  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Lee  will  take  place  on 
Oct.  6,  at  Burnt  Mill.  On  this  occasion  three 
other  "specials"  will  be  competed  for.  The  first 
outing  for  Mr.  A  Catey's  prize  will  be  on  Oct.  9, 
between  Broxbourne  Bridge  and  Ratty's  Weir;  two 
additional  "  specials "  will  be  fished  for  at  the  same 
time.  The  members  will  commence  to  fish  for  Mr.  K. 
Hill's  prize  on  the  13th  inst.  Full  particulars  and 
conditions  for  the  above  prizes  can  be  had  at  the 
clubhouse. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Angling  Society,  the  Anglers' 
Retreat,  Ponders  End.— On  Sept.  29  Mr.  H.  Grunnell 
weighsd  in  bream  and  perch.     Outing  to  Ware, 
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pegged  down,  on  Oct.  C.  Members  to  be  at  station  at 
7.30  a.m.  sharp.  I  hope  to  see  a  goiod  muster. — H.  (i. 
Hyatt. 

Jolly  Anglebs'  Society,  Cambridge. — This  club 
fished  a  pegged-dowu  match  at  Ely  last  week.  Sixty 
anglers  competed  for  thirty  money  prizes.  Only 
twenty  prizes  were  won.  Water  was  in  good  colour, 
but  the  weights  were  disappointing. — John  O.  George. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.  —  During  the  week  Mr.  P. 
Sturgess  weighed  in  roach,  and  S.  Bellchambers 
bream.  At  Shoreham,  A.  T.  Girdler  had  li  conger, 
IT  dabs,  35  pin  dogs,  12  pout,  G  bream,  and  on  an 
ordinary  gut  line  a  2Jlb.  octopus. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road,  N, — On  Sept.  29  the 
following  had  fish :  Messrs.  Cook,  roach ;  Thompson, 
rudd;  Symes,  Manly,  Sturman,  Evens,  and  Watling, 
roach,  perch,  and  bream  ;  Messrs.  W.  Sear  and  J.  Law 
were  proposed  for  membership,  aud  will  be  balloted 
for  nest  week. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  City  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row. — At  a  well-attended  meet- 
ing last  Monday  evening  (Sept.  30)  several  matters  of 
importance  were  dealt  with.  The  match  last  Thurs- 
day (Sept.  26)  at  Bangor  on  Dee  was  won  by  Mr.  H. 
Mitchell  with  6Jlb.  weight.  ]\Ir.  Mitchell  was  also 
fortunate  in  weighing  in  two  bream,  31b.  and  2 Jib., 
from  Bossett.  Mr.  G.  Attwood  and  other  members 
report  good  sport  with  roach  at  Rossett,  several 
having  catches  of  61b.  weight.  A  nice  pike  was  caught 
by  Mr.  Pothergill  from  the  River  Dee.  A  nice  show 
of  roach  was  on  view  at  the  club-house,  five  of  the 
largest  weighing  over  51b.,  caught  by  Mr.  R.  Williams 
from  Bromborough  waters.  The  entrance  fee  to  the 
above  association  has  been  now  reduced  to  one  shilling. 
— E.  Hetheeington. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.C. — For  our  outing  to  Southend  to-day 
(Saturday)  members  are  requested  to  leave  St.  Pancras 
by  8.45,  or  9.35,  at  the  latest,  on  account  of  tide  and  to 
meet  at  pier  entrance.  Will  all  hon.  members  please 
forward  subs,  due  at  earliest  possible  convenience, 
as  financial  year  closes  shortly. — Sid  Ransom. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Sept.  29  we 
had  a  very  nice  show  of  fish  ;  the  two  successful  mem- 
bers for  remaining  two  prizes  were  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  sixth 
prize,  with  tench  and  rudd,  and  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
seventh  prize,  with  roach,  and  also  the  following 
members  weighed  in  fish  : — Mr.  W.  Moore,  nice  show 
of  roach;  Messrs.  W.  Richards,  W.  Carter,  E.  Lamb, 
and  C.  Lamb,  jun. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Suni 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Boarman,  W. 
Stretch,  Hellicar,  G.  Holder  and  others.  On  Oct.  20 
the  members  will  fish  a  match  at  Taplow  ;  conditions 
to  be  arranged.  Mr.  Coomber  was  elected  a  member. 
— H.  Stretch. 

Oglandbr  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh. — Last  week  Messrs.  T. 
Gracey,  A.  Kidd,  and  W.  E.  Nayler  weighed  in.  Our 
visit  on  Sept.  26  was  a  decided  success,  over  one 
hundred  anglers  being  present.  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Coates  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  D. 
Wybrow.  Twelve  clubs  were  represented,  and  £1  lOs. 
was  collected  for  the  fund.  Result  of  punt  competition 
on  Sept.  29:— Messrs.  W.  Cartwright,  first;  W.  E. 
Nayler,  second ;  A.  Hatfield,  third  ;  and  H.  Gasson, 
fourth.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  G.  Cartwright  and  W.  E 
Nayler  weighed  in  good  roach,  the  latter  winning  the 
prize  for  September,  gross  weight  (roach  only).  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  H.  Lehman  weighed  in.  Monthly  com- 
petition, Oct.  13,  at  Windsor  (conditions  next  week). 
Week-day  punt  outing,  Oct.  31,  at  Richmond.  We 
elected  a  new  working  member  (Mr.  Will  Cooper).— 
W.  S.  C. 

Old  Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society,  Old  Welsh 
Harp  Hotel,  Hendon. — There  have  been  some  good 
catches  during  the  last  fortnight : — Twenty-five  pike, 
1481b. ;  bream  and  roach,  2.381b. ;  perch,  481b.  ;  tench, 
351b. ;  two  carp,  141b.  A  prize  of  £1  Is.  will  be  given 
by  the  proprietors  for  the  largest  roach  taken  at  the 
Old  Welsh  Harp  during  the  month  of  October  ;  open 
to  all  comers. — F.  Dixon. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Sept.  29,  seven  prizes  were  won  ;  the  remaining  two 
will  be  fished  for  at  the  same  place,  and  conditions  as 
last.  Mr.  S.  Cutler  was  elected  a  working  member. 
Mr.  S.  Crutchett  had  a  nice  jack  (6Jlb.)  on  Wednesday. 
Fish  will  be  weighed  in  by  C.  Friedlander  in  the 
absence  of  the  secretary. —  George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  Sept.  29  Messrs.  Hammond 
and  Taylor  had  some  good  roach  and  bream.  Our 
visit  on  Oct.  2  was  fairly  good,  nine  clubs  attended. 
Chair,  Mr.  Norman ;  vice,  Messrs.  Cook  and  Austin ; 
piano,  Mr.  Corbett.  Harmonies  by  Messrs.  Cook, 
Watling,  Fitch,  Norman,  Taylor,  Fuller,  Carr,  Corbett, 
Worth,  Clarke,  Austin,  and  Lindsey.  Three  prizes  at 
Cookham  on  Oct.  13,  usual  conditions. — R.  C. 


KoYAL  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Wednesday  we  concluded 
arrangements  for  the  outing,  which  takes  place  on 
Oct.  6.  The  competition  will  be  fished  at  Windsor 
under  the  club's  usual  conditions.  Trains  from 
Waterloo  and  Paddington.  Members  to  meet  at  the 
Watermen's  Arms,  Windsor  ;  to  start  fishing  by  signal 
from  any  club  officer  present,  and  cease  at  6  p.m. 
sharp.  All  members  should  do  their  best  to  turn  up. 
Prizes,  six  in  number,  will  be  distributed  in  the  usual 
manner. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — At  our  match  at  Ware  the  follow- 
ing were  prize-winners  : — Messrs.  R.  Litson  first  (51b. 
9oz.  jack),  R.  Walker  second  (roach),  C.  Godfrey  third 
(roach),  A.  Helle  fourth  (roach  and  perch),  G.  Bond  fifth 
(roach).  All  the  prizes  were  taken.  Messrs.  F.  Gardener 
(roach),  J.  Stanley  (roach),  Merrigold  (perch).  At  our 
meeting  last  Tuesday  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  was 
read  out,  and  £1  was  collected  from  the  members. — 

F.  PiGNATELLI. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Sept.  29, 
Mr.  Clark  weighed  in  barbel  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Woollon, 
barbel  and  dace.  Owing  to  the  tide  not  suiting  at  the 
sea  fishing  outing  at  Burnhani  on  Crouch,  on  Oct.  13, 
it  was  proposed  to  take  place  on  Oct.  20.  Members 
wishing  to  take  part  in  the  same  should  kindly  notify  to 
the  secretary,  as  arrangements  have  to  be  made  for 
boat  and  baits. — J.  Woollon. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
On  Thursday  last  the  "  Oglanders "  received  their 
visit  on  the  above  list,  and  had  a  packed  audience. 
The  singing  was  very  good,  likewise  the  conjurer  and 
ventriloquist,  who  kept  the  room  in  one  roar  of 
laughter.  The  collection  for  the  prize  fund  resulted 
in  the  amount  of  £1  lOs.  being  recorded.  The  follow- 
ing societies  answered  to  the  roll-call,  viz.  : — Anchor 
and  Hope,  S.  Bermondsey,  United  Brothers,  Peckham 
Brothers,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Oglanders,  Firm  and 
True,  Stockwell,  Blackfriars,  Walworth  Waltonians, 
Collingwood,  and  New  Albioiis.  The  next  visit  will 
go  to  the  Firm  and  True  A.S.,  Prince  Regent,  Beres- 
ford-street,  Walworth,  on  Oct.  14.  The  match  on 
Oct.  6,  at  Wargrave,  for  a  large  series  of  prizes,  pro- 
mises to  be  a  success.  Train  leaves  Paddington,  9. 
also  from  New  Cross,  &c.  Return  from  Wargrave 
8.20.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — The  following  weighed  in  Sept. 
29:  Mr.  Chamberlain,  roach;  Mr.  Johnson,  roach; 
Mr.  Stothart,  roach  ;  P.  Dewson,  senr.,  roach ;  Mr. 
Grindrod,  roach.  Our  next  match  takes  place  in  the 
Chelmer  on  Oct.  6.  Members  please  clear  up  bv  next 
Friday.— W.B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W, — Messrs.  H. 
Pain,  sen.  and  jun.,  were  the  winners  of  the  two 
lapsed  prizes,  Messrs.  A.  Jenkins,  R.  Tirrell,  A.  Pain, 
W.  Shepheard,  and  D.  Adams  also  weighing  in! 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next  (Oct.  8)  to  make  arrangements  for  next  match. — 
A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Sept.  29 
only  one  member  weighed  in,  Mr.  G.  Hobbs,  with 
roach.  At  our  meeting  on  Oct.  1  10s.  was  voted  for 
Andrews'  Defence  Fund.  An  hon.  member  was  also 
duly  elected. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

.  Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — The  supper  in  connec- 
tion with  our  last  outing,  will  be  held  at  Windsor  Castle 
Hotel  at  8.30  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  8,  after  the  close 
of  the  meeting.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  a 
special  meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  on  the  above  date  as  there 
is  important  business  to  transact.— J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Caledonian, 
road,  N. — Our  annual  summer  dinner  took  place  on 
Sept.  26  at  the  Angel  Hotel,  Witbam.  During  the 
day  we  fished  for  seven  prizes,  which  were  all  won,  as 
follows :— Messrs.  J.  Wilson,  1  (also  prize  for  largest 
roach)  ;  G.  S.  Stainton,  2 ;  A.  George,  3  ;  J.  Pailes,  4  ; 

G.  Stack,  5 ;  A.  E.  Mason,  6 ;  and  J.  Martin  and  his 
son  divided  the  amount  of  a  sweepstakes  between  them. 
At  six  o'clock  we  returned  to  the  Angel,  and  partook 
of  an  excellent  repast  served  by  Host  Roberts.  Our 
best  thanks  are  due  to  our  president,  Mr.  Maish,  who 
kindly  went  down  beforehand  and  made  the  necessary 
arrangements.  Mr.  Coulshaw,  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials, 
Manchester,  was  amongst  the  visitors  who  favoured 
us  with  their  presence. — W.  T.  Lawrence. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich.— Several  members 
were  out  this  week  end,  Messrs.  H.  Ward  and  W.  M. 
Smith  having  fine  sport  with  jack,  roach,  and  dace. 
Mr.  H.  Ward  had  3  jack  in  quick  succession  on  Monday, 
heaviest  81b.  7Joz.,  and  2  going  nearly  41b.  each  ;  also 
some  roach  and  dace.  He  unfortunately  got  smashed 
with  a  good  one,  losing  float  and  trace  as  well  as  fish. 
Mr.  W.  M.  Smith,  3  jack,  weighing  71b.,  9Jlb.  and  41b. ; 
roach  and  dace.  He  also  lost  a  nice  fish,  the  friend 
who  was  using  the  net  knocking  it  off.- W.  M.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,— On  Sept.  29 


we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames  by  the 
following  members,  Messrs.  J.  Toothill  and  T.  Austin  ; 
we  also  had  fish  from  other  waters,  and  will  all  please 
note  our  outingon  Oct.  6 ;  all  start  by  8.40  a.m.  train  from 
Paddington,  hoping  to  see  a  good  muster.  Oa  Oct. 
23,  we  have  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  Thames  Fishing 
Defence  Fund,  when  we  will  have  a  good  programme. 
— F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Will  all  members 
desirous  of  taking  part  in  our  match  at  Bourne  End, 
on  Oct.  13,  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday  next  (Oct.  9) 
and  give  their  names  in,  as  we  want  to  settle  arrange- 
ments for  the  supper. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Sept.  26  this  club  completed 
the  first  year  of  its  existence.  We  have  a  very  good 
balance  in  hand.  The  balance  sheet  was  audited  by 
Messrs.  Rumsey  and  Hardy.  We  increased  our  mem- 
bership by  two  on  Sept.  26.  An  outing  is  on  the 
agenda  for  Manningtree  this  month,  and  a  special 
meeting  is  called  to  discuss  "  Andrews  v.  Sir  R. 
Palmer  "  on  Oct.  10.  Members  will  please  remember 
that  our  meeting  nights  are  still  held  on  Thursdays. 
On  Sept.  29  complaints  of  poor  sport  were  received, 
and  only  Mr.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Calicut  brought  fish 
to  the  trays.  A  new  honorary  reporter  was  elected, 
namely — "  Pickwick." 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  splendid 
muster  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  a  lot  of 
very  important  business  was  got  through.  Mr.  J. 
Varney  was  transferred  from  ~  honorary  to  working 
member.  The  monthly  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  6, 
at  Shalford,  whea  I  hope  to  see  a  good  round  number 
turn  out. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Bydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — At  our  last  meeting  Mr.  0.  Milton 
was  made  a  member.  On  Sept.  29  the  following 
weighed  in  :  Mr.  Harden,  jack,  winning  Mr.  Crawford's 
prize  for  the  heaviest  jack  during  September  ;  Mr. 
Dessert,  roach ;  Mr.  Milton,  roach ;  Mr.  Mercer, 
roach ;  and  Mr.  Burton,  roach.  We  fish  our  next 
match  at  Bourne  End,  iieg-down,  on  Oct.  6,  for  ten 
prizes.  Mr.  Poole,  of  Gray's  Inn-road,  has  kindly 
presented  us  with  a  winch,  to  be  fished  for  on  this 
occasion. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  B. — A  very  pleasant  day 
was  spent  by  thirty-two  of  our  members  who  took  part 
in  the  roving  match  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  29,  when 
all  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : — Messrs.  Pearce, 
1st;  Vale,  2nd;  Pethurst,  3rd;  Seal,  4th;  and  Hall, 
5th.  Other  members  who  had  fish  were  : — Messrs. 
Corley,  Bamford,  Whitehead,  Barker,  Swadling,  and 
Foster,  sen.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  17  ; 
particulars  at  the  club  room. — R.  Pethurst. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Our  members 
have  weighed  in  very  little  fish  lately.  Mr.  P.  Cress- 
well  had  bream,  51b.,  Mr.  J.  Hicks  roach.  We  voted 
10s.  6d.  towards  the  Thames  Defence  Fund. — J.  R. 
Howcroft. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  over  an  exceptionally  strong 
meeting  on  Oct.  2.  The  usual  routine  business  was 
transacted,  and  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  subscrip- 
tion list  was  again  brought  forward  and  supported.  It 
has  been  decided  to  hold  our  usual  week-day  outing  at 
St.  Neot's  on  Oct.  16,  and  it  will  facilitate  matters  if 
members,  who  intend  to  go,  will  at  once  submit  their 
names.  The  following  members  have  had  some  sport 
lately  :  Mr.  S.  Stone,  a  good  show  of  nice  roach ;  Mr. 
F.  J.  Hudd,  very  good  takes  of  trout  and  perch  from 
the  Girvan,  Ayrshire;  Mr.  J.  J.  Burton,  eight  dozen 
whiting  from  Southend,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that 
as  no  lugs  were  obtainable,  Mr.  Burton  used  brandlings 
with  the  foregoing  successful  result.  G.  W. 


NAVIGATION  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Our  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Sept.  26  in  the 
Navigation  Inn,  Horninglow-road,  an  excellent  repast 
being  provided  by  Host  and  Hostess  Asbury.  Mr. 
Hardwick  was  an  admirable  chairman.  The  repast 
over,  the  health  of  "  The  King,  Queen,  and  Royal 
Family"  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  later 
on  prizes  gained  in  the  fishing  contest  were  awarded 
to  Messrs.  Morris,  T.  Gee,  C.  Goddard,  and  J. 
Cash.  The  donors  of  prizes  received  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks.  The  chairman,  in  complimentary  terms, 
proposed  "  Success  to  the  Society,"  and  congratulated 
all  concerned  on  the  progress  the  society  had  made 
since  its  commencement.  They  had  had  several 
contests,  all  of  which,  with  one  exception,  had  been  a 
success.  They  would  be  pleased  to  know  that  they 
were  having  a  shed  from  Hull  to  be  fixed  down  the 
meadows  for  the  members  to  leave  their  fishing  tackle, 
etc.,  in.  The  health  of  the  chairman  was  carried  unani- 
mously. Some  excellent  songs  and  recitations  were 
given  during  the  evening,  the  whole  proceedings  passing 
off  most  enjoyably,  Mr.  George  Solomon  presided  at 
the  piano.  Thos,  Gee; 
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iTofcs  from  l^e  ^orfi^. 

Fish  were  running  the  Dee  in  hundreds  with  the 
late  spate,  but  few  of  them  have  as  yet  been  got. 
They  are  iu  the  pools  but  will  not  rise,  the  water 
being  too  small  and  clear. 

The  best  sport  just  now  is  fishing  at  dusk  and 
after  with  large  flies.  Finnock  and  sea-trout  are  both 
being  got,  the  favourite  flies  being  the  "  Jungle," 
"  Bumbee,"  and  "Butcher." 


There  will  be  a  rush  to  the  water  by  the  higher 
servants  and  officials  who  have  come  north  with  the 
Court,  but  there  will  be  little  sport  unless  a  spate 
comes,  and  this,  perhaps,  would  not  exactly  please  our 
royal  visitors.   

An  angler  on  the  Dee,  fishing  for  finnock  the  other 
day,  hooked,  ran,  and  landed  a  91b.  salmon.  He  had 
never  fished  before  this  autumn. 


There  is  a  bit  of  disputed  water  on  the  Dee  at  Cults, 
a  beautiful  suburban  village  three  miles  out,  which  is 
just  now  causing  much  talk  in  angling  circles.  It  has 
been  looked  on  as  a  free  fishing  from  time  immemorial, 
but  a  new  lessee  claims  it  as  his. 


The  bailiffs  have  been  requested  to  stop  all  angling, 
but  have  point  blank  refused  to  interfere.  The  only 
process  now  is  for  the  party  who  claims  the  solimi  of 
the  river  to  proceed  by  interdict,  and  we  are  all  on  the 
tip-toe  of  expectation  to  see  if  this  will  be  done. 


The  Don  has  gone  all  to  the  dogs.  Fish  there  are, 
but  they  cannot  be  taken,  even  by  "  hook  or  by  crook," 
and  that  is  not  the  usual  character  the  Don  bears.  If 
there  be  a  poached  hole  on  earth  it  is  this  abused 
little  stream ;  yet  even  the  expert  poacher  is  out  of  it. 
They  simply  cannot  get  up. 


The  Tay  has  been  yielding  fairly  good  sport  during 
the  past  two  weeks,  and  with  the  late  floods  the  Earn 
is  also  well  stocked.  The  season  on  the  Tay,  Spey, 
and  a  good  few  other  early  rivers  stops  on  Oct.  15. 

The  Grandholm  Don  water  is  to  let  for  October,  a 
section  which  cannot  be  got  for  love  or  money  in 
an  average  year. 

Inspector  Duncan  and  his  men  are  busy  enough  on 
the  Dee  just  now.  The  best  watcher  is  a  good  flood, 
however  ;  it  puts  the  poacher  all  out  of  his  bearings. 

Waters  are  now  being  picked  up  for  next  spring. 
In  spite  of  the  disappointment  of  the  past  few  seasons, 
there  is  as  keen  a  demand  as  ever  for  any  likely 
section.  Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  3,  Dr. 
Patterson  in  the  chair,  the  secretary  read  reports  from 
ihe  society's  agents  at  Margate,  Deal,  Lowestoft, 
Pjastbourne,  Clacton,  Penzance,  Broadstairs,  Bally- 
cotton,  and  Waltori-on-the-Naze.  Mr.  Lane  reported 
fishing  -at  Southwick ;  result,  'a  bass  and  some 
small  pouting.  Mr.  A.  G.  Swan  had  been  fishing  at 
Looe,  with  small  results,  so  had  Mr.  Shepherd. 
Liked  the  place  much,  but  considered  the  fish 
caught  there,  such  as  wrasse  and  pollack,  were 
oft  at  the  time  he  was  there,  early  in  September. 
The  east  winds  had  quite  upset  the  fishing. 
Mr.  Mallett  reported  that  Mr.  Glassingt  on  had  been 
fishing  at  Broadstairs,  taking  one  day  five  score 
whiting  and  codling,  repeating  the  take  on  the  second 
day,  codling  up  to  21b. ;  plenty  of  fish  about.  Favour- 
able reports  of  the  fishing  for  flounders  at  Leigh  were 
received.  Mr.  Eonald  Gordon  called  attention  to  the 
meeting  called  by  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Asso- 
ciation at  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the 
public  on  the  Thames,  on  Oct.  4,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  Tucker  submitted  some  rods  for  inspection,  a 
lively  discussion  ensuing,  and  many  wrinkles  upon  rods 
and  winches  for  sea  fishing  were  communicated  by 
those  who  knew.  Dr.  Patterson  reported  that  a  friend 
had  been  fishing  in  the  Garelock  (Clyde),  taking  much 
whiting,  his  experience  having  been  with  hand-lines, 
which,  he  declared,  wearied  him.  He  would  use  the  rod 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mr.  Pickup  called  attention  to  the 
book  recently  published,  "  The  Story  of  a  Fish  Life  " 
as_  bearing  out  very  fully  the  old,  old  story  of  the 
mischief  done  by  inshore  trawling  and  netting.  Mr. 
Croft  Handley,  at  Leigh,  had  tried  the  Ray  and  found 
an  enormous  number  of  small  whiting,  but  caught 
only  a  dozen  decent  plaice  and  flounders.  He  reported 
that  Mv.  Charles  Handley  had  been  fishing  at  Wey- 
mouth, taking  six  dozen  pouting,  one  dozen  pollack, 
and  several  dozen  whiting.  Attention  was  also 
called  to  the  usefulness  of  powdered  wood  char- 


coal for  preserving  fish  for  eight  or  ten  days 
the  charcoal  washing  off  easily.  It  was  announced 
that  a  paper  on  "Lines  in  Many  Waters"  would 
be  read  on  Nov.  0  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Payton 
("  Sarcelle  "  of  the  Field),  and  that  a  large  attend- 
ance was  hoped  for.  The  annual  competition 
at  Deal  had  been  fixed  for  the  pier  Nov.  IG  and  17 ; 
boat,  Nov.  23,  24,  and  25.  Thirty-seven  new  members 
were  elected  by  the  committee  at  their  meeting  this 
evening.  The  customary  toast  of  success  to  the 
society  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  meeting.      W.  H.  W.  Ghove,  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Me.  J.  T.  Emeey  presided  at  both  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  held  on  Tuesday  last.  On 
Saturday  last  the  closing  dinner  of  the  season  was 
held  at  Chesham.  This  was  a  welcome  following  to 
much  hard  work  incidental  to  the  netting  of  a  number 
of  very  fine  trout  up  to  as  much  as  41b.  in  weight  from 
a  pool  below  an  overflow  from  the  river  Chess.  The 
fish  were  placed  in  a  cleaned-out  watercress  bed,  pro- 
tected during  Saturday  night,  Sunday  and  Sunday  night, 
and  then  placed  in  the  middle  stretch  of  the  society's 
water  at  Chesham.  A  few  members  fished  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  day,  but  only  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney 
was  able  to  beguile  a  fish  to  the  net — a  nice  trout  of  21b. 
Additions  to  the  subscription  list  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Defence  Fund  have  been  made.  I  have  received  sums 
by  post,  and  hope  that  members  unable  to  attend  the 
society's  meetings  will  send  their  half-crowns  along. 
Fishing  reports — Messrs.  Eldred,  Gill,  and  Berth  wick; 
dace,  with  the  fly.  Mr.  Castello,  trout,  when  in 
Germany.  Mr.  Emery,  pike  up  to  111b.  and  good 
trout,  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Gilbert,  roach  and  dace  ;  and 
at  Leigh,  with  Mr.  Beamont,  140  very  fine  dabs  and 
flounders,  some  over  IJlb.  each.  Mr.  WoodruS,  on 
the  Avon,  had  roach  up  to  lib.  lOoz.,  and  Mr. 
Wertheim,  small  roach,  returned  to  river.  Mr. 
Connellan,  dace,  with  fly,  at  Hertford.  Owing  to  a 
more  suitable  tide  the  outing  announced  for  Leigh  on 
Oct.  24  will  be  held  on  Oct.  23,  when  Mr.  Gray  will 
officiate.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  closed  the 
meeting.  J.  H.  Walkee, 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


TEUSTEES'  CUP  COMPETITION. 

On  Sept.  29,  at  Euston  and  Willesden  Junction, 
some  four  hundred  anglers,  members  of  ^^the  various 
societies  enrolled  with  this  association,  assembled 
previous  to  journeying  down  by  the  9  a.m.  train 
from  Euston  to  King's  Langley  to  take  part  in  the 
free  competition  held  in  the  Association's  private 
fishery,  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  the  chief  attraction 
being  a  silver  cup  presented  by  the  trustees  to  be  won 
outright  by  any  member.  There  were  fourteen  other 
prizes  offered — namely,  Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  and  the  secre- 
tary, one  guinea  each  ;  the  Anglers'  News  and  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Beckett,  E.  B.  Head,  E.  S.  Cashen  (Harlesden), 
10s.  6d.  each  ;  Cambridge  Heath  Bros.  A. S.,  10s.  6d.;  Mrs. 
Sowerbutts,  15s. (prize);  Mr. Sawyer  (C.  H.Bros.), 7s.  6d.; 
Mr.  W.  E.  Osment,  5s. ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Martin,  Mr.  P.  New- 
ton, Mr.  Rowles,  and  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  a  prize  each.  The 
stamping  of  tickets  having  been  quickly  completed,  a 
start  was  made  at  10.30.  The  weather  was  bright, 
the  sun  being  very  powerful,  and  not  at  all  favourable 
for  angling.  Sport  proved  to  be  very  indifferent, 
small  catches  being  sufficient  to  take  all  the  prizes. 
This  was  all  the  more  disappointing  by  taking  into 
consideration  that  on  the  previous  Sunday  several 
catches  of  from  61b.  to  101b.  had  been  obtained  in  the 
same  stretch  of  water.  Eighty-eight  competitors 
weighed  in  their  takes.  The  successful  competitors 
are  : — 

1.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hoodless,  Camden  Angling 

Society  

Mr.  W.  Walker,  Cobden  Angling  Society 
„   E.  Wild,  Dalston 
„   T.  Marsh,  Cobden         „  „ 
W.  P.  Costin,  Duchess  ,,  ,, 
„    C.  E.  Lock,  Sundial 
„   A.  E.  Lloyd,  Dalston     ,,  „ 
,,   A.  Chick,  Queen's         ,,  ,, 
,,   H.  Sampson,  Dalston    ,,  ,, 
,,   J.  Morris,  Harlesden     ,,  ,, 
,,   R.  Hiscock,  Campbell  UnitedAngling 
Society  0  14  1 

12.  Mr.  W.  Knight,  Walthamstow  Brothers 

Angling  Society  0  18  13 

13.  Mi-.    C.   Woods,    Houndsfield  Otters 

Angling  Society  

14.  Mr.  C.  Severns,  Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling 

Society   .  . 

!Mr.  C.  Chamberlain,  Stepney  Angling 
Society      .  '.  
Mr.  P.  E.  French,  Sundial  Angling  Society) 
The  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  at  delegate 
meeting  held  Oct.  21,  at  8  p.m. 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


lb.  oz.  dr. 
1  13  15 
12  8 
11  8 
10  5 
8  13 
5  5 
4  1 
1  0 


0  15 
0  14 


0  13  12 


0  13 


0  13  0 


THE  TAY. 

The  Tay  during  the  past  week  has  boon  in  excellent 
ply.     There  was  a  considerable  fall  of  rain  in  the 
Tay  district  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  1,  and  on  Wednesday  the 
river  came  out  a  little  and  was  just  a  bit  too  high  and 
rather  unsettled  for  good  sport.    The  following  area 
note  of  ,the  takes  got  on  the  principal  beats  for  week 
ending  Tuesday,  Oct.  1.    Meikleoue.— Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  25  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  landed  three 
grilse  of  81b.,  71b.,  and  51b. ;  on  Sept.  27,  one  salmon 
of  171b.  and  one  grilse  of  Gib. ;  and  on  Sept.  30,  one 
salmon  of  IGib.     Islamouth.  —  Lord  Blythswood, 
fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  2G,  killed  two  salmon  of 
191b.    and    IGlb.,    and    one    grilse    of    Gib.  ;  and 
fishing    from    the    second    boat    the    Bishop  of 
London  landed  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  131b.,  and  four 
grilse  weighing  81b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  Gib.    On  Sept.  28 
Mr.  Paget  caught  one  grilse  of  91b.,  and  on  Oct.  1 
Lord  Blythswood  landed  three  salmon,  weighing  171b., 
151b.  and  151b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  81b. ;  and 
from  the  second  boat  the  Earl  of  Clanwilliam  killed 
two  salmon  of  181b.  and  141b.,  and  three  grilse  weigh- 
ing 81b.,  Gib.,  and  51b.  Ui'peb  Cahc;ill.— Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  25  Lord  Cairns  landed  one  salmon  of 
191b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr.  H.  J.  Barclay 
killed    one    salmon    of    221b.,    and  on    Sept.  26 
another  of  141b.     On  Sept.  27  Lord  Cairns  caught 
one  salmon  of  161b. ;  on  Sept.  28  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry 
had  one  salmon  of  151b.  and  one  grilse  of  71b.  ;  and  on 
Sept.  30  Lord  Cairns  caugh  t  one  salmon  of  181b.,  and 
from  the  second  boat.  Lord  Warwick  had  one  salmon 
of  141b.    LowEE  Caegill. — Lord  Blythswood,  fishing 
this  beat  on  Sept.  25,  landed  two  salmon  of  22*lb. 
and  19Jlb.  ;  on  Sept.  20  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  had 
one   salmon   of  16^  lb.  ;   on  i;  Sept.   27  one  salmon 
161b.  and  one  grilse  71b. ;  and  on  Sept.  ,30  one  grilse 
of  51b.,  and  on  Oct.  1  Lord  Cairns  killed  one  grilse  of 
51b.     Willies  Stone. — The  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Bedford,   fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  1,  landed  one 
salmon  of  151b.     Uppee   Stobhall. — Fishing  this 
water  on  Sept.  26  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  and  Mr.  Illing- 
worth  landed  one  salmon  of  251b.  and  one  grilse  of 
51b.     On  Sept.  28  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr. 
Brown  caught  one  grilse  of  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  P.  M. 
Coats  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  fishing  from  the  second 
boat,    caught    one    grilse    of    71b.     On    Oct.  1 
Mr.  A.  Coats,  and  Mr.  P.  D.   Malloch  killed  one 
salmon  251bs.,  and  one  grilse  of  Gib.,  and  from  the 
second  boat  Mr.  Garrick  landed  one  salmon  of  141b., 
and  one  grilse  of    101b. — Lowee    Stobhall. — Mr. 
A.  Coats,  fishing  this  beat  on  25th  ult.,  killed  two 
salmon  of  181b.  and  161b.,  and  three  grilse  of  101b., 
61b.,  and  51b.,  and  from  the  second  boat,  Mr.  J.  Coats 
and  Mr.  W.  Gardner,  of  Paisley,  had  one  salmon  221b. 
and  one  grilse  7Jlb.  On  27th  ult.  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  landed 
one  salmon  of  151b.  and  one  grilse  of  9  Jib. ,  and  from  the 
second  boat  Mr.  H.lllingworth  had  one  salmon  of  17^1b. 
On  30th  ult.  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  killed  three  salmon  of  241b., 
191b.,  141b.,  and  onegrilse  of  7Jlb.  Uppeb  Taymount. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  25th  ult.  Mr.  R.  Drummond 
landed  one  salmon  of  281b.  and  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and 
on  27th  ult.  Mr.  Cameron  had  one  salmon  of  IGlb. 
and  one  grilse  of  81b.    Lowee  Taymount. — On  1st 
inst.  Lady  Emily  Lansdowne  and  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray 
fished  this  water  from  the  same  boat.    Lady  Emily 
had  to  her  own  rod  four  salmon  of  211b.,  211b.,  lo.-Vlb., 
and  121b.,  and  two  grilse  5^1b.  and  51b.,  and  Mr. 
Murray  had  two  salmon  [of  2llb.  and  191b.  Buen- 
MOUTH  Stobhall. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Sept.  2C, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  landed  one  grilse  of  61b,,  and 
on  Sept.  28  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon  one  grilse  of  81b. 
BuENMOUTH. — Mi.  G.  W.  Wolff  fished  this  beat  on 
Sept.    30  and   landed   two   salmon    of   141b.  and 
141b.     Catholes.  —  Fishing  this  beat    on   Oct.  1 
Mr.   Arthur    Moon    landed  one  salmon  of  221b. 
Uppee  Stanley. — Fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  26  Mr. 
M.  T.  Martin  landed  one  grilse  of  41b.  and  on  the  30th 
Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  caught  one  salmon  of  181b.  and  one 
grilse  of  71b.    Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  31.  T.  Martin 
and  Mr.  H.  Riviere  fishing  this  beat  on  Sept.  20 
caught  one  salmon  of  171b.  and  one  grilse  of  71b., 
and  on    October   1    Mr.    M.    T.    Martin  landed 
two  grilse,  each    weighing  5|lb.     Benchill. — Mr. 
Panmure  Gordon,  fishing  this  water  on  Sept.  25, 
landed  one  grilse  of  101b.  Uppee  Redgoeton. — Fishing 
this  water  on  Sept.  26,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Coats,  landed 
one  salmon  of  191b.,  and  Miss  Meggs  and  Mr-  P.  Coats, 
one  grilse  of  8ilb.    On  Oct.  1,  Miss  Logan,  Miss 
Bretell,  and  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  had  one  grilse  of  7Jlb. 
LowEE  Redgoeton   and    Uppee  Beetha.  —  Miss 
Meggs  and  Mr.  Illingworth,  fishing  this  stretch  on 
Sept.   25,   landed  one  salmo'u  of  15§lb.  from  the 
Redgorton  part.     On   Sept.    27,   Mr.   Arch.  Coats 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed   two  grilse,  7Jlb. 
and  641b.    The  former  was  got  on  Redgorton  and 
the    latter    on    Bertha ;    on   So  ptember  30,  one 
191b.  salmon  on  Redgorton  and  one  grilse  of  o.Jlb. 
on  Bertha.     One  of  Mr.  Coats's  servants,  fishing 
a  part  of  this  beat  on  the  same  day,  landed  two 
grilse  of  61b.  and  71b.    Lowee  Beetha. — Fishing  this 
beat  on  Sept.  25,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewar,  M.P.,  landed  one 
grilse  of  71b.  On  27th  ult., Mr.  Shaw,  M.P.,hadone  grilse 
of  Sib.,  and  on  the  30th  ult.  Mr.  Sime  and  Mr.  Standfast 
killed  one  salmon  of  211b.  and  one  grilse  of  Sib.    A.  A. 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


There  was  again  an  excellent  display  of  fish  to 
grace  the  chairman's  table  on  Monday  evening.  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Bywaters  presided.  A  brace  of  fine  chub, 
weighing  71b.  8oz.  the  pair,  came  from  Mr.  Clarence  E. 
Snowden,  having  been  caught  in  Hertfordshire.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Pletcher  contributed  a  chub  of  close  upon 
'2_lb.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  Frank  Ward  brought  up  from  the 
Kennet,  Newbury,  a  nice  lib.  14oz.  trout  and  a  gray- 
ling. Mr.  Fletcher  took  his  chub,  with  a  dozen  or 
more  roach,  at  Uxbridge ;  and  here  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  had  had  roach  ;  the  latter  member  also 
landed  seventy  rudd  in  a  private  water.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  spinning  with  a  Wagtail,  had  jack  and  perch 
from  the  Colne  ;  and  the  hon.  secretary  had  had  fair 
sport  on  the  Lauibourn  and  Kennet,  taking,  inter  alia, 
from  the  latter  river  a  OJlb.  pike.      M.  G.  E.  db  C. 


WEYMOUTH  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  association  on  Tuesday  evening  (Oct.  1), 
Sir.  E.  Segrist,  the  vice-chairman,  in  the  chair  (in  the 
absence  of  Dr.  Moore).  The  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Eleven  gentlemen 
were  proposed  as  members  and  duly  elected.  The 
hon.  secretary  stated  that  the  total  membership 
mustered  now  nearly  sixty,  which  showed  very  satis- 
factory progress  considering  the  association  had  so 
recently  been  formed.  The  badges  of  the  association 
were  ordered  to  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the 
chairman  and  treasurer  were  instructed  to  open  a 
banking  account.  A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  David 
Chaye  saying  he  would  be  willing  to  act  as  hon. 
solicitor  to  the  association.  Sea  Bbeam. 


Anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  William 
Hewlett,  of  Newmarket,  and  the  energetic  general 
secretary  of  the  Lark  Angling  Association,  is  improving 
after  a  serious  indisposition.  Cheer  up,  Captain  !  I'm 
after  some  more  of  your  roach  and  dace. 


The  enterprising  proprietors  of  the  Welsh  Harp 
fishery  (which  is  "  down  Hendon  way  ")  have  offered  a 
prize  of  one  guinea  (open  to  all  comers)  for  the  largest 
roach  taken  from  the  lake  during  the  month  of  October. 


Mh.  Thomas  Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
has  begun  the  delivery  of  tench  and  carp.  He  sent 
a  batch  of  king  carp  away  on  Wednesday  last  up  to 
7ph.,  and  forming  a  good  average  of  51b.  each.  Two 
of  the  largest  were  four  years  old,  the  others  only 
three  years.  He  now  has  some  fine  golden  orfe  on 
hand,  rimning  from  8J  to  IG  inches.  The  biggest  are 
about  31b.  each. 


Under  the  management  of  Mr.  George  Griffiths,  of 
the  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  Frensham  Pond  is  gaining 
rapidly  in  notoriety.  Some  good  fish,  especially 
tench,  have  been  taken  recently  by  numerous  anglers. 
Pike  and  perch  fishing  commenced  this  month.  During 
the  summer  high  festival  has  been  held  in  the 
beautiful  grounds,  and  for  two  days  last  week  a  party 
numbering  twenty-two,  comprising  several  leading 
"motorists"  of  the  day,  expressed  themselves  de- 
lighted with  the  treatment  they  had  received,  and 
contemplate  another  early  visit.  The  "  cars,"  fifteen 
in  number,  were  some  of  the  best  in  England,  and 
naturally  created  a  sensation  in  that  usually  peaceful 
district. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Anglers  will  be  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on 
Monday  evening,  Oct.  7. 


The  members  of  the  Scarborough  "  Eock  Fishers 
Club  "  held  their  annual  meeting  recently.  Competi- 
tions are  to  take  place  from  this  week  forward,  and 
prizes  given  for  the  heaviest  fish  taken  with  rod  and 
line,  cod  only  to  be  weighed  in. 


Now  this  is  all  right.  I  can  vouch  for  its  authen- 
ticity, for  I  have  the  letter  in  my  possession.  It  is 
from  a  youngster  on  his  holidays.  "  Toll  Dad  I  was 
fishing  one  night  with  Uncle  Joe,  and  I  heard  one  boy 
say  to  another,  '  Come  home ;  you  will  get  more  bites 
in  bed.' " 


Mr.  Sid  Eansom  and  Mr.  H.  Archer,  both  of  the 
Lychnobites,  have  just  returned  from  a  tour  in  Norfolk. 
I  have  received  a  long  letter  from  "  Sid,"  the  whole  of 
which,  however,  I  am  unable  to  print  on  account  of 
space.  Speaking  of  Brandon,  he  says  :— "  So  much  has 
already  been  said  of  this  good  old-fashioned  angling 


resort  that  further  eulogy  is  needless.  The  best 
and  most  enjoyable  portion  of  our  holiday,  however, 
was  spent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Thetford,  and 
if  more  anglers  would  only  give  this  place  a  trial  they 
would  find  themselves  amply  rewarded.  The  whole 
place  is  teeming  with  interest,  and  is  full  of  quaint 
evidences  of  ancient  times  and  customs,  and  whichever 
way  the  traveller  may  turn  he  finds  himself  confronted 
with  some  tumbled  down  relic  of  other  days.  Mr.  John 
Mayes,  at  the  Black  Horse,  is  a  most  reasonable  and 
attentive  host,  and  I  strongly  recommend  all  visitors 
in  search  of  a  comfortable  home  to  make  this  hostelry 
their  rendezvous.  Mr.  W.  Brabben,  at  St.  Nicholas 
Stores,  is  an  ardent  follower  of  the  gentle  craft,  and 
will  be  found  always  ready  to  oblige  the  stranger  with 
every  information.  There  is  plenty  of  free  fishing  at 
and  around  Thetford,  and  permission  can  be  obtained 
for  any  .amount  of  private  water  at  Melford,  Shadwell, 
Eushford,  Croxton  and  other  places,  all  of  which  for 
scenic  beauty  would  be  hard  to  beat. 


ANJ  ANGLING  SONG. 
Oh  !  the  angler's  is  a  happy  life. 

No  stroke  of  Pate  can  harm  him, 
When  water,  wind,  and  sun,  and  cloud 

Combine  in  one  to  charm  him. 

Chen- us — 
So  it's  ho !  for  the  rod. 
And  ho  I  for  the  line. 

And  the  tug  of  the  bobbing  float; 
When  the  fish  bite  free, 
'Tis  the  sport  for  me, 

From  bank  or  pier  or  boat. 

Fly  North  betimes ;  leave  business  cares 

Behind  in  dusty  town; 
The  rivers,  now  in  roaring  spate. 

Will  soon  be  fining  down. 

Chorus — 
So  it's  ho  !  for  the  rod. 
And  ho !  for  the  line, 

And  the  whirr  of  the  screaming  reel ; 
And  the  fish  clean-run. 
Who  fights  till  he's  done. 

And  gafied  with  a  turn  of  the  steel. 

Spring  time  is  here ;  come  cast  aside 

Your  cassock,  wig,  or  lancet, 
Your  three  flies  fix,  tho'  some  may  scoff 
And  mock  at  "  chuck  and  chance  it." 

Chorus — • 
So  it's  ho  !  for  the  rod. 
And  ho  !  for  the  line, 

.\nd  the  bonny  brave  burn  trout ! 
Tho'  he's  three  to  the  pound. 
Yet  he's  game  and  sound. 
So  come,  let's  pull  him  out. 

Or  May  Fly  and  Alder  call  us  South 

To  Kennet,  Itchen,  or  Test; 
Where  the  long  grass  waves  in  the  bright  June  sun, 

And  the  breeze  blows  soft  from  the  Wost. 

CJioms — 
So  it's  ho  !  for  the  rod. 
And  ho  !  for  the  line. 

And  the  chalk  stream  running  clear. 
Come,  cast  your  fly. 
Where  the  big  fish  lie 

In  the  tail  of  the  foaming  weir. 

And  when  the  weeds  rot  with  the  frost, 

And  summer  days  are  spent. 
We'll  moor  our  punt,  and  troll  or  spin 

In  Avon,  Thames,  or  Trent. 

CJiorus — 
So  it's  ho  I  for  the  rod, 
And  ho !  for  the  line, 

And  the  phantom  spinning  round ; 
The  cannibal  old  pike 
Will  eat  anything  you  like. 

And  he  may  run  to  thirty  pound. 

Envoi. 

So  here's  to  the  angler — happy  man ! 

What  comfort  Heaven  doth  lend  him  ; 
If  he  catch  no  fish,  he  trusts  that  luck 

To-morrow  may  befriend  him. 
And  whether  it's  gentles,  paste,  or  worms. 

Minnows  or  gaudy  flies,  sir. 
He  throws  them  in,  to  do  or  die, 

As  the  fish  are  silly  or  wise,  sir. 

E.  T.  MiLFORD. 


The  Mick  has  been  on  a  fishing  excursion.  His 
report,  as  received  by  his  secretary,  reads  as  follows  : — 
"  Good  day's  sport.  Principal  catch — one  frog,  two 
tadpoles,  and  one  water-beetle.  Water-beetle  broke 
rod,  tore  up  mackintosh,  and  then  got  away,  but  have 
several  witnesses  to  prove  that  he  vyas  as  big  as  a  turtle. 
Tadpole  fishing  very  lively.  Fell  in  twice  trying  to 
catch  one." 


A  most  enjoyable  evening  is  in  store  for  anglers  on 
Thursday  next,  Oct.  10,  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch,  when  the  Good  Intent  Angling 
Society,  under  the  generalship  of  the  new  secretary, 
will  receive  a  "  visit  "  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District. 
This  being  the  first  since  good  old  E.  Murphy  has 
given  up  the  reins,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a 
full  muster.  Mr.  F.  A.  G.  is  exerting  himself  to 
procure  the  best  possible  talent. 


"  There  is  a  fashion  set  by  a  certain  village  in  Essex,  - 
at  a  recent  cottage-garden  show,"  says  Country  Life, 
"  that  is  worthy  of  all  recognition,  and  of  that  imitation 
which  is  the  sincerest  form  of  flattery.  It  is  the 
device  of  giving  prizes  for  wasps'  nests.  As  we  under- 
stand, the  prize  was  for  the  biggest  and  most  perfect. 
Obviously,  as  a  means  of  killing  down  wasps,  it  would  J 
be  desirable  that  the  prize  should  be  for  the  greatest 
number  of  nests  shown,  but,  equally  obviously,  that  is 
a  quantity  that  it  would  be  very  hard  to  reckon,  for  a  - 
dishonest  hunter  of  the  wasp's  nest  might  break  one 
into  two,  and  conviction  would  be  difficult.  The  plan 
of  giving  the  prize  for  the  size  and  quality  of  a  single 
nest  must  work  to  the  same  end  by  stimulating  all 
competitors  to  dig  for  nests  bigger  and  more  perfect 
than  those  they  have  yet  secured.  Of  course,  we  have 
seen  many  unexpected  troubles  arise  from  interfering 
with  nature's  course,  but  it  is  impossible  to  perceive 
that  any  danger  threatens  in  consequence  of  a  general 
depopulation  of  wasps.  And  this  is  the  result  that 
really  ought  to  ensue  if  all  cottage-garden  shows  had 
this  class  on  their  prize  programme." 


The  day  for  the  marriage  feast  at  a  nobleman's 
palace  was  fixed,  but  the  weather  had  been  stormy  and 
no  fish  were  to  be  had.  Master  and  cook  were  alike 
in  despair.  A  banquet  without  fish  was  a  thing 
unknown  at  Pisa.  So  everyone  was  overjoyed  when 
the  very  morning  of  the  feast  a  fisherman  appeared 
with  a  magnificent  turbot,  and  all  hastened  to  the 
hall.  "What  shall  I  give  you  for  the  fish,  my  fine 
fellow  ?  Name  your  own  price."  /'  A  hundred  lashes 
on  my  bare  back,  signor,"  replied  the  fisherman. 
"  Come,  no  jesting,  what  will  you  have  ?  "  "  What  I  i 
have  said,  signor,  and  only  on  my  terms  can  you  have  | 
the  fish."  "  Well,  be  it  so,"  said  tho  nobleman,  "  but  I 
lay  on  lightly."  When  fifty  lashes  had  been  counted,  ' 
the  fisherman  cried  "  Stop,  please,  I  have  a  partner  in 
this  business."  "  What,  are  there  two  such  madcaps 
in  the  world — who  and  where  is  the  other  ?  "  "  He  is, 
signor,  the  porter  at  your  outer  gate,  who  refused  to 
admit  me  till  I  promised  to  give  him  half  of  what  I 
should  get  for  the  fish,  and  I  should  like  to  see  him 
having  his  half."  So  the  porter  was  soundly  flogged, 
and  the  fisherman  amply  rewarded  for  the  fish  and 
for  the  entertainment  he  had  given. 


Methodist  parson  (to  angling  Sabbath-breaker) : 
"  My  man,  do  you  know  where  men  go  who  fish 
on  Sundays?"  Unconscientious  angler:  "Yes,  Sir; 
t'other  side  of  the  mill,  but  you'll  'ave  to  'urry  up  if 
yer  wants  to  get  a  good  place !  " 


The  following  amusing  notice  appears  on  a  signboard 
at  a  Falmouth  lodging-house  ; 

Bides  of  this  Lodging  House. 
Fourpence  a  night  for  bed 
Sixpence  with  supper 
No  more  than  five  to  sleep  in  one  bed 
No  Beer  allowed  in  the  kitchen 
No  smoking  when  in  bed 
No  Clothes  to  be  washed  on  Sunday 
No  Boots  to  be  worn  in  bed 
No  Dogs  allowed  upstairs 
No  Gambling  or  Fighting  here 
No  extra  charge  for  luggage 
No  Eazor  Grinders  taken  in 
Organ  Grinders  to  sleep  in  the  attiok 

By  Izikiah  O'Donivan. 
Donkeys,  Chaises,  Handcarts,  and  Durries  let  on  hire. 
Mangling  Done  Here. 


In  answer  to  "Legion"  (and  lots  of  them)  re  the 
butcher's  dog,  asking  for  further  particulars  as  to 
pedigree,  etc.,  I  can  only  say  that  the  dog  has  bolted. 
His  late  master  was  an  angler,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
the  dog  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  announcement  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  he  was  "  down  for  sale."  If  he 
should  return  I  will  gladly  give  further  particulars. 


"That's  a  good  bred  dog  you've  got  there,  mister," 
said  the  stranger.  "  Yes  1  "  replied  Brown,  "  you'd 
hardly  believe  it,  but  he's  that  good  bred  that  he 
won't  sit  down  to  his  dinner  unless  he  has  his  collar 
on."  Dragnet. 
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mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  nuyrrwng 

>FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
■  The  large  room  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Birming- 
ham Angling  Association  was   filled  to  excess  on 
Thursday  evening   (Sept.   26),  which  was  selected 
for  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money  won  at  the  late 
annual  contest  at  Abingdon.    Previous  to  the  distribu- 
tion several  well-known  music-hall  artists  of  note 
contributed  to  the  harmony,  which  is  always  in 
evidence  upon  these  occasions.    After  this  item  had 
been  disposed  of,  Mr.  T.  Coles  spoke  upon  the  good 
.   conduct  of  the  members  and  the  orderly  manner  in 
which  they  conducted  themselves  during  their  visit 
to  Abingdon,  taking  into  consideration  that  with 
over    850    contestants,    and    a    large    number  of 
friends  who  were  present  at  the  contest,  no  single 
complaint  had  been  made  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
association.    The  winner  of  the  contest,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Wagstaff,  received  a  fine  ovation  when  he  was  called 
to  receive  his  prize  money  and  diploma.    The  same 
club  to  which  the  winner  belongs  also  carried  off  eight 
other  valuable  lots  of  prize  money.    The  challenge  cup 
is  now  on  view  at  the  Manor  Tavern,  Clifford-street, 
Lozells.    The  Sparkbrook  Angling  Society  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Stratford  on  Saturday  (Sept.  28).  The 
takes  of  fish  were  small,  the  winner's  weight  was  14Joz. 
only.   The  following  are  the  first  six  prize  winners  : — A. 
Drew,  A.  Evans,  J.  Willetts,  H.  Miller,  Mr.  York,  and  Mr. 
Cheatham.— The  Oldbury  Piscatorials  held  their  con- 
test at  Droitwich,  in  the  Salwarp  Canal.    The  contest 
was  fished  under  the  association  rules  ;  only  five 
members  took  fish  over  the  limit,  the  following  being 
the  five  lucky  members :  S.  Barnsley,  H.  Fellows, 
D.  Hadley,  W.  H.  Hadley,  and  J.  Grifiiths.— The 
Hearts  of  Oak  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Pixham  on  the  Severn,  seventy-three  members  com- 
peting for  a  valuable  collection  of  prizes,  the  chief 
being  a  drawing-room  suite  given  by  Mr.  A.  Randall. 
The  following  are  the  first  six  prize-winners  : — C.  Wain- 
wright,  A.  J.  Randall,  C.  Hookham,  W.  Gibbs,  J. 
Attwood,  and  G.  Wilkins.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed 
on  Tuesday,  Oct.  15  ;  the  winner's  weight  was  14oz.  2dr. 
The  Queen's  Arms  Society  fished  a  bye-contest  in  the 
canal  at  Stoke  Works  on   Sept.  29;  thirty-seven 
members  competed;  the  catches  of  fish  were  small. 
The  first  six  prize-winners  are  as  follows  :  T.  Twigg, 
T.  Robinson,  W.  Randall,  W.  Birkin,  A.  Lilley,  and 
W.  Twigg.    Mr.  Bansley  acted  as  referee.— The  Balsall 
Heath  _  Seymour  Society  fished  a  contest  at  Twyning 
Fleet,  in  the  Avon  ;  the  takes  of  fish  were  very  small, 
Mr.  Ashmore  taking  the  first  prize  with  a  small  bream.' 
— The  Oak  Society  fish  a  bye-contest  at  Kemsey  on 
Oct.  6.— The  St.  Paul's  Club  fish  a  bye-contest  at 
Fradley,  in  the  canal,  on  Oct.  6.    We  have  had  heavy 
rains  with  thunder  and  lightning.    Fishing  after  this 
should  be  good. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  most  of  the  Fen  waters  roach  continue  to  afford 
remarkably  good  sport.  The  Mount  Pleasant  drain  in 
the  Boston  district— always  a  reliable  stream— has 
been  very  largely  patronised,  and  it  is  here  probably 
that  the  best  bags  have  been  made.  Creed  wheat  and 
maggot  baits  are  still  yielding  the  best  fish,  and 
individual  rods  have  frequently  creeled  as  much  as 
201b.  and  251b.  as  the  result  of  a  day's  work.  The 
middle  reaches  of  the  Witham  have  also  been  visited 
by  hundreds  of  anglers  from  Sheffield  and  other  north 
country  towns.  Pike  fishing  is  not  being  prosecuted 
with  so  much  vigour  as  it  would  be  were  the  waters 
more  free  from  weeds.  Especially  is  this  nuisance 
felt  on  the  Forty-foot,  where  there  are  some  splendid 
pike.  As  an  instance  as  to  how  the  efforts  of  the 
trolling  angler  are  hampered,  it  may  be  stated  that  on 
Saturday  one  sportsman  hooked  four  pike  but  lost 
three  of  them  owing  to  his  line  becoming  entangled  in 
the  weeds.  Welland  anglers  continue  to,have  a  busy 
time  in  the  Deeping  district,  and  nearly  all  the  local 
piscators  have  made  excellent  captures  during  the 
past  week.  As  a  rule  the  waters  are  in  good  condition, 
but  some  rain  is  wanted.  ' 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Hull  and  tributaries  are  in  fair  trim  for 
operations.  The  trout  season  closed  on  these  waters 
on  Tuesday,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
fish  that  have  scaled  about  41b.  each,  it  has  been  a  very 
poor  one,  very  few  fish  being  caught  over  lib.  each, 
and  only  a  few  under  that  weight.  Roach  are 
providing  fair  sport  at  Wansford,  Brigham,  and 
Hempholme ;  the  tidal  waters  are  now  getting  into 
better  condition,  the  recent  heavy  tides  having  cleared 
a  lot  of  the  floating  weeds  away.  At  Hull  Bridge, 
Pigham,  and  Wawne,  some  very  fair  takes  of 
roach  are  being  made.  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman,  fishing 
with  paste  near  to  Wawne,  on  Monday  (Sept.  30)° 
secured  twenty-nine  very  nice  fish,  some  of  theni 
scalmg  from  Jib.  to  fib.  each.  On  Sept.  26, 
the  Hull  Roach  Club  wound  up  their  season  on  the 


river  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  weighing  in 
about '41b.  of  nice  roach  for  top  prize;  Mr.  Mark 
Darby,  21b.  8oz.  for  second;  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheeseman, 
lib.  llfoz.,  third  ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Crossland,  lib.  lljoz., 
fourth;  Mr.  G.  B.  Cheeseman  is  the  winner  of  the 
club's  gold  medal  for  this  season.- Messrs.  Blundell, 
Spence  and  Co.'s  Angling  Society  decided  their  fourth 
and  last  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  Ludd  at 
Pirebeacon,  and  participated  in  excellent  sport, 
Mr.  S.  Conyers  securing  the  first  prize  with  81b! 
e^oz;  Mr.  W.  Lond,  the  second,  with  71b.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  S.  Dean,  the  third,  with  61b.  OJoz.  ;  and  Messrs.  c! 
Hansom,  M.  Salmon,  and  A.  Stone  had  each  over  61b. 
of  fish  to  weigh  in.  Mr.  S.  Conyers  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  have  secured  the  first  prize  in  each  of  the 
club's  four  matches  during  the  season,  a  very  meri 
torious  record. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  final  for  the  Silver  Challenge  Cup  of  the 
Stockport  Anglers'  Association  takes  place  to-day 
(Saturday).  So  far  Councillor  J.  T.  Barnett  has  done 
well  m  this  competition.  The  Bollin  has  not  been  in 
the  best  of  condition,  but  possibly  with  recent  rains 
may  be  improved.  Only  a  few  decent  coarse  fish  are 
mentioned  in  the  usual  report ;  the  Dee  is  open  for  trout- 
fishing  until  the  16th,  and  that  the  fish  are  in 
good  condition.  Several  good  catches  of  dace  with 
the  fiy  are  noted  from  this  river.  The  Ribble 
is  now  closed  for  the  season,  and  perhaps  in 
no  former  season  has  it  fished  so  consistently  badly. 
Owing  to  the  abuse  on  several  waters  by  the  use  of  the 
bait-can  to  keep  alive  a  few  baits,  stringent  rules  pro- 
hibiting their  use  have  been  issued  on  some  waters, 
and  will  shortly  be  adopted  on  others.  Just  at  present 
WB  are  hearing  a  lot  about  the  Lune  and  its  failures. 
Stop  pollution,  and  you  will  soon  hear  of  better  sport 
m  this  river  henceforth.  Several  fine  specimens  of 
perch,  bream,  roach,  and  gudgeon  have  been  recorded 
m  the  association  books.  The  Widnes  Angling  Society 
fished  a  successful  contest  last  week  end. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Complaints  have  been  made  by  city  rods  as  to  the 
many  sources  from  which  fishing  privileges  are  ob- 
tained and  the  restriction  on  the  same.  Every  new 
authority,  as  it  assumes  power,  never  fails  to  make 
its  position  felt,  and  in  some  cases  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  the  angler.  The  very  Tatest  com- 
plaint is  the  question  of  holding  a  second 
travelling  card,  and  it  is  time  we  had  in  the 
north  an  association  who  go  in  for  general  interests, 
to  the  exclusion  of  local  interests,  such  as  matches, 
etc.  We  have  in  this  city  four  associations  who  issue 
travelling  cards,  and  all  with  different  objects,  and 
yet  a  man  must  not  hold  two  cards,  although  he  may 
pay  for  as  many  as  he  likes.  We  have  prospects  of  a  new 
water  within  a  few  miles  being  prepared  for  our  sport. 
Already  orders  for  stock  fish  have  been  placed  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  £50.  Then,  again,  the  loss  of  Combs' 
reservoir  as  a  fishing  resort,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  drought,  is  a  severe  blow  to  hundreds,  especially 
as  it  will  take  years  to  regain  its  old  form.  The  "  30 
Club  "  announce  that  they  intend  holding  another  of 
their  delightful  socials  during  the  present  month.  The 
Duke  of  Cambridge  Angling  Society  closed  the  season 
at  Althorpe  in  splendid  weather,  and  succeeded  in 
awarding  all  their  prizes.  The  Union  Chapel  Angling 
Society  have  also  wound  up  the  season  with  a  match" 
when  the  prizes  were  all  awarded. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent,  at  the)  period  of  writing,  was  lower  than 
in  the  previous  week,  and  although  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  the  river  is  not  likely  to  undergo  any  change  of 
note.  At  Holme  Pierrepont,  Mr.  A.  Sewell,  using 
worm,  has  caught  eight  barbel,  including  one  of  81b.° 
and  barbel  have  come  to  hand  from  Kelbam,  Averham! 
Averham  weirs,  Besthorpe,  Fiskerton,  Stoke,  and 
Colwick.  While  the  present  exceptionally  mild  weather 
lasts  there  is  no  reason  why  the  fish  should  not  be 
tempted,  either  with  worm  or  greaves,  the  latter  for 
choice.  At  Shardlow,  members  of  the  Wellington 
Society  have  daily  run  and  landed  pike,  though 
nothing  large,  and  the  season  became  general 
on  the  1st.  There  need  be  no  lack  of  sport  with 
the  river  running  in  its  present  clear  condition. 
Mr.  H.  Brealey  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Wright  have 
creeled  two  stone  of  roach  and  dace  with  gentles 
off  Sneinton  Meadows,  and  at  Cavendish  Bridge  on 
Tuesday  (Oct.  1)  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis  had  a  fine  bag 
of  dace  to  the  same  kind  of  bait.  On  the  Pride  of 
Derby  Club's  section,  near  Sawley,  Mr.  E.  Bayley, 
whilst  live-baiting  with  bleak  for  pike,  hooked  "and 
landed  a  magnificent  perch  of  2Jlb.  Perch  up  to  fib. 
each  have  been  got  with  the  worm  in  Trent  Lake, 
and  on  Saturday  (Sept.  28)  a  visitor  secured 
a  brace  of  pike  of  131b.  The  big  lake  contains  plenty 
of  x^erch.  A  pike  of  131b.  has  been  killed  in  the 
Grantham  Canal  by  Mr.  Cloakwood,  of  Nottingham. 
Old  Nottingham  Goose  Fair  is  now  being  celebrated, 
and  with  its  close  most  of  the  city  clubs  enter  upon 
what  is  known  as  the  winter  season. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  continued  drought  has  had  a  bad  effect  on 
angling  generally,  and  whilst  the  water  has  been  very 
low  but  few  anglers  have  been  out  except  in  the 
matches.  The  principal  event  was  the  Haig  Sc.  Haig 
(;hallenge  Cup,  presented  to  the  Sheffield  Anglers' 
Association  by  Messrs.  Haig  &  Haig,  Limited,  and 
fished  for  for  the  fourth  time.  The  event  was  brought 
off  at  Kirkstead,  on  the  Witham,  and  the  waters  not 
having  been  overfished  recently  and  the  fish  Ijeing  on 
the  feed,  there  were  some  fair  catches.  There  were 
128  teams  of  four  men  each  fishing  for  the  cup,  whilst 
individually  each  man  competed  for  money  and 
other  prizes.  The  winning  team  was  found  from 
the  angling  club  hold  at  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel, 
Wcstbar,  which  has  once  before  been  the  proud 
possessor.  The  team  grassed  151b.  Hiov..  in  the 
three  hours  allowed;  the  second  team  121b.  'Jioz  • 
the  third  101b.  5,|oz.;  and  the  next  101b.  \\r/,.  The 
members  of  each  four  teams  gain  medals  of  varying 
values.  The  catches  were  principally  roach,  a  few 
small  bream,  a  pike,  and  some  eels.  The  highest 
individual  weight  was  61b.  12Joz.,  and  the  second 
61b.  2f  oz.,  the  latter  including  a  pike  of  2Jlb.  A  very 
nice  roach,  drawing  the  scale  at  lib.  10m.,  was  in- 
cluded in  one  basket.    Maggot  were  the  killing  bait. 

FROM   WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Throughout  the  week  the  weather  has  been  all  an 
angler  could  wish  either  for  fly  or  bottom  fishing,  but 
the  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  exceedingly  lovv  and 
fine,  and  the  Arrow  and  Lugg,  from  Leominster 
upwards,  are  in  many  places  almost  dry.  Still, 
some  good  catches  of  grayling  have  been  had.  Mr. 
P.  Hughes,  fishing  the  Arrow,  had  18  brace 
with  the  fly ;  Messrs.  Higgs  and  Thomas  had  from  4  to 
6  brace  each,  also  with  the  fly,  and  a  brace  of  nice  trout 
On  Thursday  (Sept.  26),  Messrs.  Thrift  &  Wingfield  had 
each  about  5  brace  grayling  and  trout.  Mr.  Martin 
Perkes,  as  a  wind-up  of  the  trout  season,  had  a 
nice  catch  of  2^  brace,  weighing  41b.  lOoz.,  and 
in  grand  condition.  Mr.  H.  Cooper  had  nice  brace, 
one  a  fine  specimen  over  2lb.  in  weight ;  other 
anglers  had  a  brace  or  two  each.  The  Temc 
has  not  fished  well,  and  it  was  necessary  to  fish  a  Ion" 
way  off  to  get  sport  owing  to  the  state  of  the  watei" 
and  the  fly  fisherman  had  the  best  of  it.  In  places 
the  dace  rose  well  at  the  Black  and  Blue  Gnat ;  the 
grayling  would  scarcely  look  at  any  but  Whirling 
Blue,  Red  Tag,  and  Green  Insect,  and  they  did  not 
come  fast  at  those.  The  bottom  fishermen  had  fair 
sport  with  the  maggot.  A  few  chub  of  large  size  were 
taken  with  pith  and  brains,  and  one  angler  did 
well  with  scratchings  as  a  bait;  a  great  number  have 
again  fished  the  Severn  this  week,  and  some  nice  dishes 
of  roach  were  caught  above  the  city  in  various  places 
from  Severn  Stoke  down  to  Tewkesbury  on  some 
days  sport  was  very  good.  Mr.  C.  Evans,  of  Upton, 
fishing  from  a  punt,  caught  121b.  of  fine  roach.  Mr. 
J  ones,  of  Worcester,  ICflb.  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  with 
the  maggot,  and  Mr.  Griffin  is  said  to  have  had  heavy 
catches  of  chub  with  the  lob-worm.  The  several  clubs 
from  a  distance  who  fished  contests  near  Worcester  on 
Sept.  29  had  very  poor  sport  indeed,  and  will  scarcely 
be  likely  to  visit  the  Severn  in  the  same  locality 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

16,460.  Mr.  James  Scott,  90,  Buchanan-street,  Glas- 
gow. Improvements  in  and  relating  to 
trawl  nets. 

17,751.  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch.  An  improved  spinning  tackle  for 
fishing  purposes. 
17,895.  Mr.  George  Dickie  Rutherford  Douglas,  96, 
Buchanan-street,  Glasgow.  Improvements 
in  and  relating  to  fishing  nets. 
17,914.  Mr.  Albert  Edward  Wildgoosc,  Imperial 
Chambers,  Albert-street,  Derbv.  An  im- 
proved device  for  holding,  killing,  and 
bleeding  fish. 

9,549.  Fish  Hooks.  Patentee:  Mr.  C.  Fredricks, 
258,  Broadway,  New  York,  U.S.A.  Two 
hooks  are  employed,  pivoted  together  and 
having  a  loop  at  the  end  of  the  line  passed 
through  eyes  in  the  shank.  Norinallv  the 
hooks  are  retained  in  the  relative  positions 
by  a  rubber  band,  but  when  the  bait  is 
seized  the  tension  on  the  line  forces  the 
hooks  apart.  The  hooks  are  also  separated 
somewhat  laterally  to  facilitate  baiting. 


The  National  Chrysanthemum  Societv  will  hold  its 
first  Chrysanthemum  Show  this  }-ear  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  next  Tuesday,  'Wednesday,  and  Thursday. 
On  Slonday  several  additions  will  be  made  to  the 
entertainrhents,  and  on  Thursday  Madame  Auguste 
Christensen  will  commence  her  thirty  days'  fast. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,    FISHHSTG    QUARTERS,  Sic. 


Swaq  Holei  mH  worcesfeisliire. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

M^.  WiLLSS. 

Splendid  TRO  UT  FISHING  in  LAKE  and  BIVBRS. 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  AT 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 

Telegrams:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  via  OSWESTRY.'  STATION:  " LLANFYLLIN." 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

Two  and  a  Half  Miles  of  the  Teify  FREE  TO  VISITORS. 

OTHER  WATER  BY  PERMISSION. 
ALL   NETS  ARE  TAKEN   UP  AT   END  OF  AUGUST. 

September  and  October  are  the  best  months  of  Salmon  flsliiug.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

NORTH  VIST,  HEBRIDES. 

Very  finest  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  up  to  end  of  August.  Excellent  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  to  end  of  season.  Good  Sea  Fishing.  Handsome 
newly  furnished  drawing  room,  smoking  room;  hot  and  cold,  and  salt  water 
baths ;  posting ;  boats  on  all  lochs ;  daily  mails,  and  telegraph  ofBce  at  hand. 
Excellent  Golf  Course  within  a  short  drive  from  Hotel. 

Mrs.  MARGARET  MacCALLUM  (Late  of  Portree  Hotel,  Skye). 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBRIDOE,   S.  DEVON. 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance, 
8«.  U.  per  day.  WEEK-UAY  FISHING 
for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd,  including  boats  and 
bait.  Free  to  Visitors.  Five  coaches  leave  the 
hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

B.endon.,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  sliould  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsli  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  OF  Fish. 

Pike,  IS  inch.        I       Bream,  10  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.         |       Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        |       Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    2/6 

No  Night  Fishing  allowed, 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL,  RINQWOOD. 

OLD  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  only  at 
this  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards.  C.T.C. 
Headquarters.  Motor  accommodation.  Post 
Horses  and  Carriages.  'Bus  to  Station.  Under 
personal  management  of 

F.  E.  PARTRIDGE,  Proprietor. 


THE  ESK,  DUMFRIESSHIRE. 

CROWN   HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 

Most  Central,  Principal,  and  Largest  Hotel 
in  Neighbourhood. 

Salmon,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Headquarters  of  the  Road  and  Path  Cycle 
Association.  Posting.  Jloderate  terms.  'Bus 
meets  all  trains.    Tariff  on  application. 

ADAJI  WATT,  Proprietor. 


Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN, 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina, 

OR 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  COM. 


For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 

TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  1L.ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  miles 
from  Thames,  4^  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 

H.  A,  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Xr.  HEyLEY-ON-TUAMES. 

ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is.  8d..  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1901. 

■Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects : — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia  &c.  ;  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licenses  in  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  &c. 


London : 

SAilPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
ESTi^BLTSHED  1837. 


The  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 

DULVERTON  STATION  (Q.W.R.). 


Five  miles  private  TROUT  FISHING 
in  Rivers  Exe  and  Barle,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  Carnarvon  Arms  Hotel, 
Dulverton  Station,  Quite  in  the  country, 
five  hours  from  London,  Billiards. 
Hunters  and  Harness  Horses.  Golf. 
C.  W,  Nkldeb,  Proprietor. 

BEST   FISHING   STATION  IN 
NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Perch,  and  Pike  on 
Loughs  Neagh  and  Beg,  Rivers  Bann 
and  Mayola.  Every  accommodation  for 
anglers,  with  all  liberties  granted  from 
hotel. 

O'NEILL  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Toomebridge,  eo.  Antrim. 

Thirty  miles  from  Belfast,  on  B.  &  N.C.R. 

F.  GRANT,  Proprietor. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

Getobep  to  December  31. 

KENNET~and  DUNN 

Four  Miles  (about). 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  where  the 
ONLY  PLAN  of  these  WATERS  can  he  seen, 
combined  with  reasonable  Tariff,  apply  to 

THE  BEAR  HOTEL, 

HUNGERFORI),  BERKS. 
Vide  A  B  C.EaQway  Guide.    TiCketS  2  /  6  Daily . 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and  Perch  Fisiiing"  com- 
mences this  month  on  own  private 
Lake  of  upwards  of  100  Acres. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES, 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  TarilT  on  Application. 

All  I  III  ins  met  bi)  appoint  iiienf. 

Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling-. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 
ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST  AND  STREAM 

THE 

Leading  Angler's  Journal  of  America. 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other 
fishing  ;  and  accounts  of  angling  waters. 
Other  departments :  Shooting,  Natural 
History,  Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
Poreigrn  Subscriptions,  $5  per  year. 

SOLD  Br 

DAVIES  &  CO,,23,  Finch  Lane  Cornhill.London 

ADDRESS— 

"FOREST  &  STREAM"  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL. -Superb  and  extensive 
additions  since  last  season.  E.\ctllcnt 
TKOUT  and  SALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch 
Awe,  Free.  Experienced  boatmen.  Hoats 
towed  by  Kteam  Launch  to  the  best  Fishings 
Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of  mountain,  lake, 
and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the  Hotel. 

DALMALLY  HOTEL,  GLENOllCHY,  under 
the  same  management.— Guests  have  nine 
miles  FREE  SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beau, 
titul  and  celebrated  Salmon  lliver  ORCUV. 
Parties  wiring  to  ascertain  ply  of  river  promptly 
answered. 

 DUNCAN  ERASER,  Proprietor. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  golf  links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining  , 
lake  and  River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan  ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded 
on  request.         T.  J.  CO  CTRELL,  Proprietor. 

ROYAL  SANDS  HOTEL 

SLAPTON,  SOUTH  DEVON. 

On  the  sea  beach,  bracing  climate,  good 
bathing.  The  best  fishing  in  England  for  Pike, 
Rudd,  Perch  and  Eels  on  the  famous  Slapton 
Ley,  which  contains  200  acres  of  tlshable  water. 
Good  boats  and  competent  boatmen.  All  bait| 
found.  Good  sea  fishing.  Conveyances  to  meeH 
trains  at  Dartmouth,  seven  miles.  Over  100^ 
acres  of  good  shooting,  including  pheasants, 
partridges,  woodcock,  rabbits,  &c.  Bowling 
green,  lawn  tennis  and  billiards.  Inclusive 
terms  sent  on  application  to  j 
J.  T.  COBLEY,  Proprietor.  , 

OULTON  BROAD. 

COMMODORE  HOTEL. 

Very  quiet  and  comfortable  rooms, 
facing  the  Broad.  Anglers  should  put 
up  at  this  establishment.  Fishing-boats, 
bait  and  tackle  always  kept.  Thames 
skiffs  and  rowing  boats.  Small  establish- 
ment ;  small  expenses ;  therefore,  small 
charges.      STEBBINGS,  Proprietor. 

The  best  Free  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
Loughs  Mask,  Corrib,  and  Na  Fough. 
September  and  October  best  months  for 
large  Trout  and  big  Pike ;  also  30,000  acres 
excellent  mixed  Shooting  free  to  visitors. 
Tariff  moderate. — Apply,  Pkopeietob, 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL,  i 

Clonbur,  Co.  Galway,  Ireland. 


BORDER  ESK  and  LIDDLE, 

Langholm,  Dumfriesshire. 

The  Fishing  Quarters, 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor.     Send  for  Tariff. 


Angrlers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AOCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL 

Charqen  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Atfreton. 

PROPERTIES  with  FISHINGS. 

Estate  Agents  and  others  who  may  be 
interested  in  the  Sale  of  Properties  in- 
cluding salmon,  trout,  and  other  fishings, 
should  advertise  the  same  in 

Ebe  ifi0biuo  (Basette, 

Established  1876. 
Entirely  devoted  to  Angling. 

The  Leading  Angling  Paper. 


Address  the  Proprietors — 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.. 

Limited, 

St..  Dunstan's  Hnuse.  Kertfir  Lane.  London. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stampij 
to  Sampson  Low,  Makston  &  CoucANy,  Limited, 
St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  B.C. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 
W._  Payne  (Leicester). — The  fish  you  sent  us  for 
identification  was  very  far  advanced  in  decomposition. 
It  was,  however,  a  roach,  with  a  slight  malformation, 
of  which  numerous  instances  abound. 


Corrcsponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER,  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — By  the  very  old  device  of  garbling  a 
quotation,  Mr.  Saudeman,  in  your  last  issue,  in 
omitting  the  word  etc.  from  the  sentence,  "  Three  fish 
were  caught  on  the  south  side  of  Saghoug,  etc.,"  seeks 
to  show  that  I  made  a  misstatement. 

It  shows  the  straits  to  which  a  man  is  reduced 
•when  he  tries  to  bolster  up  a  cause  already  fallen  into 
hopeless  discredit,  as,  being  based  entirely  on  mis- 
representation, it  was  certain,  sooner  or  later,  to  do. 
It  shows,  further,  how  worthy  a  disciple  he  is  of  this 
river-letting  school.  If  he  had  kept  his  ears  open  in 
Bergen  he  might  have  learned  of  devices  still  darker, 
which  might  have  warned  him  that  "  Who  sups  with 
the  Devil  should  have  a  long  spoon." 

I  am  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  main  issue  by 
answering  a  parcel  of  irrelevant  questions  about  baits 
or  arrangements  for  future  years,  so  I  review  the 
position,  which  Mr.  Sandeman  tries  his  best  to 
obscure. 

In  the  spring  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  two 
enquiries  for  information  on  free  salmon  fishing  in 
Norway,  to  which  replies  were  made  that  the  hotel 
keeper  at  Evauger  was  likely  to  have  such  in  June 
and  July  for  his  guests. 

Thereupon,  Mr.  Sandeman,  heedless  of  having 
written  a  grandiloquent  account  of  part  of  this  water 
when  it  belonged  to  Beyer,  writes  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  it  is  not  worth  fishing. 

Judging  correctly  the  motive  of  the  warning,  "A" 
goes  out,  hooks,  and  loses  from  weak  tackle,  four 
salmon,  in  about  as  many  days,  on  the  south  side  of 
Saghoug,  which  Mr.  Sandeman-  had  declared  useless  ; 
gets  later,  in  this  hotel  water,  perhaps,  four  salmon,  a 
couple  of  grilse,  and  half  a  dozen  sea-trout,  and  writes 
a  grateful  letter  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  having 
been  the  means  of  giving  him  a  most  enjoyable  time, 
adding^.that  he  had  found  Mr.  Sandeman's  depreciatory 
remarks  to  be  "  quite  unjustifiable."  If,  after  this, 
Mr.  Sandeman  does  not  recognise  that  he  was  very 
wrong  in  writing  his  warning,  no  one  else  is  likely  to 
have  any  doubt  on  the  subject. 

But  sometimes  out  of  evil  good  comes.  His  un- 
necessary meddling  in  a  matter  of  the  very  smallest 
consequence  has  given  me  an  opportunity  to  let  some 
little  light  in  on  the  methods  of  the  river  dealers,  and 
of  their  happily  very  few  advocates,  and,  tedious  as 
your  readers  will  have  foimd  this  controversy,  the 
thanks  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  I  receive  from  anglers 
testify  that  it  has  been  far  from  profitless.  We  know 
now  that  Mr.  Sandeman  considers  that  the  warning 
most  useful  to  an  angler  in  Norway  is  not  to  fish 
free  water. 

If  he  had  known  more  of  the  subject,  and  if  his 
object  had  been,  as  he  would  have  us  believe,  to  save 
anglers  m  Norway  from  disappointment  and  loss,  his 
warnings  would  have  taken  a  very  different  direction— 
namely,  not  to  pay  rent  for  indifferent  or  worthless 
water. 

He  might  have  warned  us  against  allowing  our- 
selves to  be  hurried,  by  pretended  competition,  into 
hasty  acceptances ;  against  paying  rents  for  the  June 
angling  on  rivers  that  do  not  fish  till  August ;  and  for 
the  late  fishing  on  early  rivers  that,  without  rain  are 
useless  by  the  middle  or  end  of  Juoe  ;  against  taking 
worthless  portions  of  rivers  on  the  strength  of  repre- 
sentations of  the  catch  on  other  sections  of  it;  against 
renting  rivers,  the  mouths  of  which  your  landlord,  or 
his  transferees,  cover  with  nets;  and  against  believing 
when  we  read  it  every  spring,  that  there  has  been 
much  snow,  and  prospects  of  sport  excellent ;  and 
every  summer  that  the  fjords  are  thronged  with  fish 
hastening  to  the  rivers  that  are  unlet,  and  that  the 
late  fishing  is  certain  to  be  glorious.  He  might  even 
have  warned  us  against  placing  reliance  on  books  that 
are  evidently  advertisements. 

These  are,  or  rather  were,  real  dangers,  for  if  salmon 
fashers  take  my  advice  and  read  every  week  their 
Mishmg  Gazette  they  will  very  easily  keep  clear  of 
them,  and  will  look  on  Mr.  Sandeman's  anxiety  to 
save  them  from  the  risks  attendant  on  fishing  for 
nothing  in  its  true  light. 

Mr.  Sandeman  informs  us  that  he  has  "  always  paid 
the  regular  rent,"  a  statement  which  sadly  lacks 
precision,  as  do  always  his  statements  on  matters  of 
which  he  has  full  knowledge. 

In  July  of  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Sandeman  first 
came  to  the  river,  Beyer's  water  was  fished  by  a  gallant 
general,  who,  after  having  had  the  goodness  to  consult 
me,  took  it  at  a  rent  of  one  krone,  say,  thirteen  pence, 
per  pound  of  fish  landed.  i     ■  > 


For  last  year,  1900,  two  men  agreed  to  pay  i;330  for 
the  season,  their  joint  catch  adding  up  to  184 ^Ib.  This 
weight,  at  the  price  the  general  was  to  pay— thirteen 
pence  per  pound— would  have  cost  him  for  rent  £10. 

Now,  Mr.  Sandeman,  which  of  these  two— the  £10 
or  the  £3:i0~is  the  reiiiilar  rent  ?  There  is  a  consider- 
able difference  between  them,  even  if  you  do  not  know, 
as,  perhaps,  you  may,  of  even  a  lower  depth  than 
thirteen  pence  per  pound. 

The  gentlemen  who  paid  the  larger  sum,  even  if 
one,  or  both,  got  back  part  of  it,  cannot  fail  to  wonder 
at  the  perspicacity  of  the  author  of  "Angling  Travels" 
in  having  made  the  discovery  that  the  chief  failing  of 
a  river  dealer  is  his  moderation.  The  oldest  even  of 
Norwegian  anglers  had  failed  to  find  any  further 
moderation  in  these  men's  dealings  than  consisted  in 
their  never  taking  what  they  could  not  get,  resembling, 
in  that,  the  vicious  American  mule,  which  its  owner 
excused  by  pleading  that  it  had  never  kicked  anybody 
it  could  not  reach. — Yours  truly, 

Edward  Sturdy. 


PISHING  IN  BRITISH  NORTH  BORNEO. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  just  on  the  point  of  sailing  for 
British  North  Borneo,  and  am  very  anxious  to  take 
some  fishing  tackle  out  there,  as  I  am  told  both  the 
rivers  and  seas  swarm  with  fish  Could  you  give  me 
any  idea  as  to  what  I' ought  to  take  out  ?  I  have  got 
a  very  powerful  jack  rod,  also  short  sea  rods  which 
might  be  useful.  What  reel  would  you  advise  me  to 
take  ?  I  am  afraid  a  wooden  one  would  probably 
warp.  Also  any  information  as  to  lines,  hooks,  and 
sundries  would  be  most  useful.— Yours  truly, 

P.  G.  Brackenbuby. 

[We  should  recommend  strong  metal  sea  fishing 
reel,  also  salmon  ditto,  with  spoons,  phantoms, 
and  sea  fishing  baits,  mounted  with  extra  strong 
triangles,  as  for  mahseer  fishing.  Also  lighter  tackle 
for  the  smaller  fish.  Possibly  some  of  our  readers 
may  have  had  experience  of  the  fishing  in  British 
North  Borneo. — Ed.] 


FISHING  ROUND  BOULOGNE  OR  DIEPPE. 
Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  subscriber  to  your  valuable 
paper,  I  shall  be  glad  to  obtain  information  respecting 
trout  fishing  in  the  country  round  Boulogne  or  Dieppe. 
Probably  some  of  your  correspondents  can  tell  me 
whether  such  fishing  is  to  be  had,  and  the  best  way  of 
obtaining  permission  to  fish  the  streams.  I  should 
also  be  glad  to  know  the  nature  of  the  streams,  and 
whether  trout  rise  readily  to  the  fly,  the  best  months 
to  fish,  etc. — Yours  faithfully,  A.  H.  Gale. 

PRESERVED  MUSSELS  AS  A  BAIT. 
Dear  Sir,— Availing  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
haying  a  day  or  two  amongst  the  whiting  at  Lowestoft, 
I  visited  the  "sleepy"  borough  on  Saturday  (Sept.  21), 
and  decided  to  test  the  efiioacy  of  preserved  mussels  as 
a  bait  as  against  lugworm,  mackerel,  and  herring. 
A  few  days  prior  to  my  going  east,  I  wrote  Mr.  Gosden, 
of  Reading,  telling  him  of  my  intentions,  and,  by 
arrangement,  I  found  on  my  arrival  at  Lowestoft,  a 
tin  of  the  preserved  bait  waiting  my  arrival.  Saturday 
was  not  an  ideal  day  for  fishing  from  the  pier-head  ; 
the  sea  was  rough,  the  air  cold,  and  a  strong  wind 
blew  from  a  corner  that  pier  fishermen  on  the  east 
coast  detest.    I  commenced  by  ledgering,  and  on  the 
top  hook  was  placed  a  mussel,  on  the  middle  hook  a 
lugworm,  and  on  the  bottom  hook  mackerel.  During 
the  first  hour  all  three  baits  killed,  but  the  fish  were 
most  miserably  small— out  of  twenty  quite  fifteen 
were  no  larger  than  an  average  size  smelt.    It  was 
most  disappointing,  but  I  consoled  myself  with  the 
knowledge  that  other  anglers  did  no  better.  During 
the  second  hour  the  position  of  the  three  baits  were 
repeatedly  reversed.     Lugworm  accounted  for  all 
small  fish,  mussel  was  taken  by  fish  of  a  slightly 
larger  size,  but  mackerel  was  answerable  for  the  best 
fish  taken.    Some  of  the  mussels  I  gave  to  friends, 
and  their  experience  was  similar  to  my  own.    On  the 
following  day  I  tried  preserved  mussels  side  by  side 
with   freshly  taken  mussels.     Here  the  preserved 
mussels  scored,  and  I  attribute  this  to  the  ease  with 
which  the  crabs  were  able  to  take  the  baits  from  the 
hooks.    I  intended  going  out  on  the  Monday  in  a  boat, 
and  had  made  all  arrangements,  but  unfortunately  it 
was  so  rough  that  my  boatman,  Geo.  Allen,  of  Pake- 
field,  a  capital  fisherman,  deemed  it  prudent  to  tell 
me  lo  stick  to  the  pier.    At  times  it  blew  very  hard, 
and  boat  fishing  was  quite  out  of  the  question.  During 
the  afternoon  I  had  two  or  three  hours'  fishing  from 
the  north  pier,  and  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying'no 
one  had  better  sport.    The  fish  were  generally  under- 
sized, and  I  am  quite  within  the  mark  when  I  say  I 
returned  between  thirty  and  forty  fingerling  whiting. 
My  experience  inclines  me  to  speak  most  favourably 
of  Mr.  Gosden's  preserved  mussels,  and  when  I  again 
visit  Lowestoft  I  shall  certainly  secure  a  consignment. 
There  are  times  when  large  takes  of  whiting  are  made 
with  mussels  as  a  bait,  and  in  another  fortnight  the 
whiting  fishing  on  the  east  coast  will  be  in  full  swing. 
What  I  like  in  the  new  bait,  beyond  its  killing  pro- 
perties, is  the  toughness  of  the  mussel  and  the  admir- 


able way  in  which  the  baits  are  packed.  Everything 
is  so  clean  that  both  my  friends  and  myself  were 
charmed  with  what  Mr.  Gosden  sent  me.  It  is  seldom 
one  experiences  any  difficulty  in  getting  bait  at 
Lowestoft,  but  I  should  never  think,  after  my  experi- 
ence last  week,  of  going  without  preserved  mussels. 
Anglers  visiting  Lowestoft  will  do  well  to  put  up  at 
Foulsham's  Hotel,  quite  close  to  the  railway  station, 
whilst  those  who  prefer  private  residence  cannot  do 
better  than  secure  acocrmmodation  at  Mrs.  J.  Surrey 
Miller's,  Sea  View,  Cliff  Gardens,  Pakefield,  South 
Lowestoft.  Pakefield  is  a  nice  ten  minutes'  walk 
from  the  harbour  bridge  along  tlie  sea  front,  or  it  can 
bo  reached,  for  the  modest  penny,  by  car.  Mrs.  Miller 
can  assist  visitors  with  information  as  to  where  to 
secure  baits  ;  and  I  can  recommend  George  Allen, 
Pakefield,  Lowestoft,  as  a  most  competent  and 
moderate  boatman. — Yours  truly,  L.  A  Maknino 
Rugby,  Sept.  25. 


A  HINT  TO  SEA  ANGLERS,  RE  PRESERVED 
MUSSELS. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Some  gentlemen  fishing  near  the 
Menacles,  Cornwall,  put  their  preserved  mussels  to 
soak  when  they  started,  and  by  the  time  they  reached 
there  the  bait  was  ready  for  use,  and  the  usiii"  of 
them  was  most  satisfactory  in  every  way.  They  kept 
on  the  hooks  better  than  fresh  ones,  resulting  in  a 
large  and  varied  take  of  fish. — Yours  truly, 

F'.  Gosdkx. 

[Mr.  Gosden  has  sent  us  ample  proof,  in  the  shape 
of  copies  of  letters  from  customers,  as  to  the  value  of 
his  preserved  mussels  as  a  bait  for  sea  fish.  Some 
anglers  do  not  wish  it  to  be  known  that  they  are  using 
them— are  keeping  a  good  thing  dark,  in  fact. — Ed  1 
LIGHT  ROACH  ROD  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Aug.  24, 
1901,  re  "  Notes  for  Roach  Anglers,"  it  says :  "  The 
rod  should  not  be  more  than  14ft.  long,  the  whole  not 
weighing  many  ounces  ;  it  should  be  when  in  use  as 
but  one  piece,  and  so  constructed  that  it  shall  be  very 
stiff  and  yet  very  pliable." 

Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  where  I 
can  have  one  made  similar  to  the  above  and  oblige 
yours  truly,  j  p  " 


THE  ZULU. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  a  correspondent  in  your  issue  of 
Sept.  7  says :  "  The  Purple  Zulu  is  an  impro%'ement 
on  the  standard  pattern,  the  body  is  half  black,  half 
purple,  and  instead  of  the  red  topping  it  is  finished 
with  a  jungle  cock." 

Having  fished  in  Norwegian  waters,  and  caught  the 
natural  Zulu,  may  I  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  sup- 
posed "improvements"  are  the  very  reverse,  for  the 
standard  pattern,  whoever  started  it,"is  an  exact  copy 
of  nature,  the  vermillion  tag  exactly  following  nature", 
as  the  green  tail  does  in  the  Grannom.  The  vermillion 
tag  should  be  of  fast  colour,  not  floss  silk  that  fades  in 
water. 

The  only  possible  improvement  on  the  standard 
pattern  is  a  touch  of  tinsel  which  adds  an  attractive 
glisten  and  is  still  natural,  for  there  is  an  iridescent 
glisten  from  the  natural  Zulu. 

A  tackle  maker  of  some  reputation,  stet  notninis 
irmbra,  recently  wrote  me  that  he  had  invented  a  new 
fly  for  Norway,  because  so  many  anglers  used  the 
Zulu  th%t  the  fish  were  getting  tired  of  it.  Could 
anything  beat  this  ?  What  fools  he  must  have  taken 
fly  buj'ers  for  1  As  if  there  were  not  a  million  natural 
flies  on  the  water  for  every  one  artificial,  and  who  ever 
heard  of  the  flsh  being  tired  of  the  natural  flv  and 
wanting  a  change  of  colour  ! 

At  an  altitude  of  4000  feet  in  Norway,  it  may  be 
that  the  trout  are  bad  risers  to  the  fly,  be  it  Zulu  or 
any  other  ;  but  there  the  reason,  I  take  it,  is  that  the 
cold  in  such  altitudes  and  latitudes  is  inimical  to  the 
production  of  fly  ephemeras  or  others,  always  excepting 
mosquitoes. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  T. 

[Our  correspondent  doubtless  thought  the  dressing 
he  refers  to  an  improvement,  but  we  do  not  think  it  is 
likely  to  be  accepted  as  such,  even  in  Scotland,  where 
the  Zulu  is  not  used  as  a  copy  of  any  natural  fly.  Ed.] 

THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "ZOO." 

Dear  Sir,- Cannot  someone  who  understands  trout, 
and  whose  opinion  the  authorities  would  respect,  \-isit 
the  "  Zoo  "  and  report  on  the  trout  in  the  Fish  House  ? 

Recently  I  paid  a  visit,  and  was  pained  and  surprised 
to  find  the  trout  very  badly  infested  with  fungus  two 
or  three  being  partially  or  totally  blind— notably  the 
one  in  with  the  jacks  and  a  large  pair  on  the  right- 
hand  side  as  you  enter  the  house.  I  could  not  con- 
vince the  attendant  that  there  was  anything  wrong 
with  them,  but  they  are  in  a  very  bad  state  I  am  cer- 
tain. In  the  west  country  1  have  lauded  some  twenty 
thousand  trout  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  am  convinced  that  there  is  scarcely  a  trout  in  the 
"  Zoo  "  which  if  taken  by  a  sportsman  in  the  ordinary 
way  would  not  be  thrown  upon  the  ground  and  stamped 
upon,  rather  than  given  a  place  in  the  creel  —Yours 

J.  H.  Babton. 
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PRESERVED  MINNOWS. 

Deae  Sib, — I  should  like  the  opinion  of  your  readers 
as  to  minnows  preserved  in  formalin  for  "  drop "  or 
"  dip  "  hook  fishing  for  trout. 

I  have  never  used  preserved  or  salted  minnovys,  but  I 
am  going  to  fish  some  water  next  year  where  they  would 
be  a  great  boon,  that  is,  if  trout  will  gorge  them  readily. 

I  may  say  that  the  water  is  so  overgrown  that 
"  drop  "  minnows  and  a  worm  are  the  only  fishable 
baits. —  Yours  truly,  Drop. 

[We  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  with  any 
degree  of  certainty  whether  baits  which  have  been 
preserved  in  formalin  are  less  attractive  to  fish  than 
salted  or  spirit  preserved  baits.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  Walton  was  right  in  saying  that  a  trout  likes  a 
salted  minnow,  and  many  thousands  of  trout  have 
been  caught  when  salted  minnows  have  been  used 
both  in  spinning  and  "  drop  "  fishing — that  is,  sinking 
and  drawing  the  minnow,  as  in  gorge  bait  fishing  for 
pike  with  a  dace.  W^e  advise  our  correspondent  to  try 
baits  both  salted  and  jireserved  in  formalin  ;  the  latter 
keeps  them  tough  and  does  not  shrivel  them  up  like 
salt.— Ed.] 


INCREASE  THE  SIZE  OP  TAKEABLE  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  usually  enjoy  half  an  hour  with 
your  paper  on  Sunday  mornings,  and  after  reading  I 
invariably  think,  "  What  a.  waste  of  fish  life." 

This  week,  for  instance,  I  have  been  looking  through 
the  "  Reports  from  Clubs,"  and  roughly  there  must  have 
been  weighed  in  for  prizes  between  3cwt.  and  4cwt.  of 
roach,  bream,  and  dace,  many  of  which  fish  if  taken 
when  not  fishing  for  a  prize  would  have  been  returned. 
Take  the  case  of  the  Birmingham  fishermen — nearly 
1000 — who  recently  visited  Abingdon.  Supposing  the 
roach  had  been  well  on  the  feed,  what  a  useless 
slaughter  of  small  fish  there  would  have  been  for  the 
sake  of  securing  a  prize.  With  the  increase  of  fishing 
clubs,  and  the  subsequent  increase  of  competitions, 
the  chance  of  getting  any  decent  free  fishing  within 
easy  distance  of  London  will  become  more  and  more 
difficult. 

Why  not  therefore  increase  the  standard  at  which 
fish  may  be  weighed  in,  and  at  the  same  time 
encourage  the  capture  of  those  destructive  cannibals, 
the  pike  ?  Why  not  give  a  prize  to  the  member  taking 
the  greatest  number  during  the  season  ? — Yours  truly, 

Wandsworth.  F.  K.  Judd. 


RE  FISHING  AT  ALFRISTON,  SUSSEX. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Robert  Stanley's  letter, 
angling  in  the  Cuckmere  at  Alfriston  is  only  fair  ; 
best  sport  is  obtained  on  the  big  tides  fishing,  well  up 
the  river  towards  the  locks.  The  tides  to  suit  are 
from  ten  o'clock  to  two  o'clock — high  tide  at  Brighton. 
Bream,  roach,  and  dace  are  the  principal  fish  taken, 
and  occasionally  a  carp.  Lobworms  and  gentles  are  the 
best  baits  to  use.  The  river  is  very  narrow  and  shallow, 
and  as  the  small  tides  do  not  run  very  far  up  the  river 
the  water  is  very  clear.  After  a  south-west  gale  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is  generally  stopped  up  with  beach  ; 
this  prevents  the  tide  running  up  at  all,  and  causes 
the  fish  to  go  right  off  feed. 

Above  the  locks,  up  the  river  for  two  miles,  some 
very  fair  bream  fishing  can  be  obtained,  and  the  river 
is  very  much  wider  and  deeper.  The  angling  is  quite 
free,  with  the  exception  of  buying  a  Is.  trout  licence, 
which  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Woodhams  at  Alfriston. 
— Yours  faithfully,  G.  Saundees. 


A  NOTE  FROM  BALLINA. 
Deae  Sie, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  fishing 
holiday  at  the  Ballina  district,  and  as  I  know  that  you 
sometimes  record  in  your  paper  fishing  coincidences 
I  fancy  the  one  which  recently  happened  to  me  will 
be  deemed  by  you  worthy  of  a  corner  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

A  day  on  Lough  Derevick,  near  Pontoon,  had 
resulted  only  in  moderate  sport,  when  towards  its 
close  I  struck  into  what  I  thought  to  be  a  good  pike. 
I  told  my  boatman,  the  well-known  John  McNamara, 
to  wind  up  the  other  line,  and  as  he  was  doing  so  he 
shouted  to  me  that  he  was  into  a  good  fish  also. 

The  rapid  winding  in  of  our  lines  seemed  to  show 
that  our  fishes  were  getting  too  close  together  and  a 
tangle  inevitable,  but  the  result  showed  that  we  were 
both  fast  into  the  same  fish,  a  pike  which  proved  to  be 
of  14Jlb.  weight.  When  it  was  got  into  the  boat, 
examination  proved  that  it  had  fairly  and  squarely 
swallowed  both  baits.  Mine,  the  first  it  took,  was  an 
aluminium  bait  about  four  inches  long  which  I 
recently  bought  from  Parlow,  and  the  other  was  a 
red  and  silver  spoon  three  inches  long,  and  to  show 
the  ferocity  with  which  it  took  them  no  part  of  either 
was  visible  outside  the  mouth. 

I  am  aware  that  the  historical  "  Union  Jack  "  took 
the  two  live  baits  on  two  separate  lines ;  but  this  is 
the  first  time  I  have  ever  heard  of  a  pike  taking  two 
spinning  baits,  although  Jimmy  Madden,  of  Glass 
Island,  told  me  the  same  night  it  happened  once  in 
his  experience. 

To  show  the  luck  of  pike  fishing,  two  of  241b.  and 
201b.  were  taken  by  a  young  fellow  who  had  never 
been  there  before,  and  another  of  241b.  by  a  doctor, 


whose  first  attempt  it  was;  none  of  the  old  hands  got 
one  over  17 Jib.  ;  my  largest  was  171b.,  but  being  taken 
on  a  light  trout  rod  and  trout  cast  it  afforded  me  some 
fun. — Yours  truly,  "  The  Baeon." 

East  Molesey,  Sept.  23,  1901. 


SHRIMPS,  BEETLES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  "Benwyan's"  enquiry  in  the 
Fisiiiiig  Gazette  of  Sept.  7  re  shrimps,  beetles,  etc.,  I 
may  state  that  he  can  get  certain  of  these  artificials 
from  Messrs.  Farlow,  Strand  ;  Martin,  Aberdeen  and 
Glasgow ;  or  direct  from  T.  D.  Bathgate,  West  Yell, 
Shetland.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  write  him  when  he 
gets  back  to  Veytaux. — Yours  faithfully, 

West  Yell  Schoolhouse,  Black  Beetle. 

Yell,  Shetland. 


THE  THAMES  AT  LECHLADE. 

Dear  Sie, — "  Rambler  "  challenges  me  to  give  the 
date  when  he  said  "  '  The  Trout's  '  waters  were  dimpled 
or  dotted  all  over  with  rising  trout."  He  says  "  such 
a  statement  is  absolutely  false.  Rising  /7'.s7(,  with  here 
and  there  an  unmistakable  trout  rise,  is  what  I  really 
said  and  can  prove."  I  may  remind  "  Rambler  "  that 
a  certain  class  of  people  with  perverted  ideas  of  the 
truth  should  possess  long  memories.  If  he  refers  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  25  of  the  present  year  of 
grace  he  will  find  this  statement  made  in  his  Lechlade 
report,  which  I  give  verbatim: — 

"  Lechlade.— IMay  Fly  well  on  on  Saturday  (May  18) 
and  the  big  and  little  trout  taking  them  freely  in  the 
St.  John's  Bridge  four-mile  stretch.  But  little  doing 
with  the  trout."  If  the  big  and  little  trout  were 
rising  freely  on  that  day,  anyone  but  a  child  or  an 
idiot  would  understand  that  in  lising  they  must  have 
"  dimpled "  or  "  dotted "  the  water,  but  what  I 
cannot  understand — and  I  am  not  included  in  that 
particular  categorj' — is  why,  if  in  "  The  Trout  "  stretch 
trout  are  so  wondrously  plentiful,  no  one  catches 
them  V  ith  a  fly,  and  if  they  are  so  wondrously 
plentiful  there,  why  so  few  are  ever  caught  by 
spinning  and  other  methods  of  fishing.  Will 
"  Rambler  "  kindly  endeavour  to  furnish  an  explana- 
tion of  this  curious  incongruity  ?  I  must  tender  my 
sincere  apologies  to  "  Rambler"  for  having  misquoted 
him  by  saying  that  he  described  the  water  as  four  and 
a  half  miles  in  length. 

I  am  not  aware  that  I  mentioned  anything  in  my 
letter  about  the  height  of  the  water  at  Lechlade  with 
which  "  Rambler"  deals  with  his  usual  minuteness  of 
detail.  Seeing  that  the  reach  between  St.  John's  Lock 
and  on  above  the  Round  House  is  used  as  a  stake 
pound  by  the  Conservancy,  it  would  be  strange  if 
there  was  not  a  good  head  of  water,  but  I  assert 
unhesitatingly  that  however  high  it  may  be,  it  stales 
in  a  hot  summer  as  badly  as  the  water  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Thames.  Testimonials  such  as  that  for- 
warded by  "  Rambler  "  look  well,  but  they  are  not 
convincing,  and  are  obtained  without  any  difficulty, 
especially  when  members  of  the  family  are  among  the 
signatories. — Yours,  etc.,  G.  E.  Simms, 

3G,  Fairfax-road,  South  Hampstead,  N.W. 


THE  BORDER  ESK. 
Deae  Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  who  know  the  Border  Esk  will  advise  me — 
(1)  the  best  place  to  stay  for  salmon  and  sea-trout 
fishing  in  the  middle  of  October ;  (2)  whether  there 
are  any  special  flies ;  and  (3)  whether  wading  is 
necessary. — Yours  faithfully,  W.  T.  Shaep. 


A  HINT  FOR  "THE  RAMBLER." 

Sir, — In  reply  to  "  The  Rambler  "  I  have  never 
fished  the  trout  reach,  as  the  experiences  of  several  of 
my  acquaintances  have  not  induced  me  to  pay  the 
charge  for  the  privilege.  I  may  be  a  duffer,  and  my 
fisher  friends  too,  in  the  Lechlade  waters,  but  we  have 
caught  a  few  small  fry  elsewhere.  Whether  Mr. 
Bowyer's  fishery  is  four  miles  or  not  I  am  not  arguing. 
I  have  fished  for  years  above  it  and  below,  and  know 
its  reach  very  well ;  also  the  amount  of  water  poured 
into  it  by  those  gigantic  streams  the  Colne  and  Leach, 
which,  if  my  memory  is  correct,  are  two  forks  of  the 
same  small  brook  running  in  at  different  places. 

I  may  say  I  have  fished  the  Lechlade  waters  more 
or  less  for  over  twenty  years,  living,  as  before  slated, 
within  half  an  hour's  cycle  ride,  and  the  last  six  years 
often  in  company  with  one  of  Lechlade's  oldest  fisher- 
men who  knows  every  inch  of  the  water.  I  take  no 
notice  of  testimonials  ;  these  can  be  made  to  order  at 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Reliable  remedies. 
In  wounds,  ljr\iises,  sprains,  glandular  swellings,  enlarged  veins, 
neuralgic  pains  and  riieumatism,  the  application  of  this  soothing- 
Ointment  to  the  affected  parts  not  only  gives  the  greatest  ease, 
but  likewise  cures  the  complaint.  The  Pills  greatly  assist  in 
banishing  the  tendency  to  rheumatism  and  similar  painful  dis- 
orders, whilst  the  (Jintment  cures  the  local  ailment.  The  Pills 
remove  the  constitutional  disturliance  and  regulate  every 
impaired  function  of  every  organ  throughout  tlie  human  body. 
The  cure  is  neither  temporary  nor  superficial,  but  permanent 
and  complete,  and  the  disease  rarely  recurs,  so  perfect  has  been 
the  purification  performed  by  these  searching  yet  harmless 
preparations.  The  most  delicate  may  take  HoUoway's  Pills  with 
perfect  confidence. 


short  notice.  I  simply  speak  my  experience,  and 
again  assert  that  neither  above  the  Bound  House  nor 
below  Mr.  Bowyer's  reach,  where  the  same  great 
volume  of  water  must  pass,  has  my  experience,  or' that 
of  any  one  I  have  spoken  to  in  Lechlade  or  Buscot, 
been  contrary  to  my  previously  expressed  assertion — 
that  in  dry,  low  seasons,  such  as  the  last  few 
seasons  and  others,  the  fishing  at  Lechlade  is  not  of 
the  order  advertised,  and  so  txtra  good  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  Thames  reported  on  by  your  other  cor- 
respondents.—Yours  truly, 

"  The  Othee  Rambleb." 
["  The  Other  Rambler  "  puts  himself  out  of  court' 
by  acknowledging  that  he  has  never  fished  Mr. 
Bowyer's  four  miles  of  the  Thames.    The  Colne  and . 
the  Leach  are  important  tributaries,  bearing  in  mind 
the  volume  and  character  of  the  water. — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  ABOUT  LOUGH  CONN,  ETC. 
Deae  Sie, — Having  recently  returned  from  a 
holiday  spent  on  Lough  Conn  and  Lough  Cullen 
fishing  and  shooting,  I  thought  it  might  interest  some 
of  your  readers  to  have  a  short  account  of  the  sport 
obtained. 

The  first  week  the  fish  were  almost  entirely  off  the 
feed,  so  far  as  not  indulging  in  spinning  baits,  both 
natural  and  artificial,  although  I  have  no  doubt  they 
did  not  forget  to  have  their  own  special  banquets 
down  below.  First  week— Pour  small  jack,  one  81b. 
jack,  one  Jib.  trout,  two  perch,  Jib.  each,  thirteen 
ducks,  one  plover.  Second  week,  to  midday  Friday — 
Four  small  jack,  one  41b.  jack,  one  8Jlb.  jack,  one 
12Jlb.  jack,  one  151b.  jack,  two  perch,  ^Ib.  and  fib., 
twelve  ducks.  One  171b.  jack  was  caught  by  Patsey, 
one  of  the  men  in  the  boat. 

The  weather  during  the  first  week  was  too  fine  and 
bright  for  fishing,  and  the  trout  were  "off  "  during  the 
whole  time.  The  weather  broke  up  on  Smiday, 
and  the  larger  fish  were  just  getting  in  a  taking 
mood  when  I  had  to  think  of  the  return  journey, 
much  to  my  regret,  as  I  was  very  anxious  to  get 
a  specimen  fish  of  anything  over  201b.  to  have  set 
up  as  a  little  memento  of  my  first  (I  hope  not  the 
last)  trip  to  Ireland.  I  should  very  much  like  to  feel 
a  forty-pounder  well  hooked  at  the  end  of  my  line. 
I  should  be  quite  willing  to  give  him  as  much  "time  " 
as  he  could  wish  for  if  I  could  only  bring  him  within 
reach  of  the  gaff  or  net,  and  finally  into  the  boat. 
The  porter  at  the  station  informed  me  that  he  caught 
one  in  the  river  Moy,  which  runs  out  of  Cullen,  that 
turned  the  scale  at  401b.  After  that  I  modestly  set  my 
ambition  on  a  30  to  40  pounder.  The  record  pike,  I 
learned,  was  caught  by  an  ex-Indian  officer  and 
weighed  591b.  I  almost  fancy  I  can  hear  someone  say, 
"  Hands  up  for  the  next."  However,  the  two  lakes 
are  large  enough  to  hold  whales.  I  can  only  say  that 
if  anyone  wants  a  quiet,  bracing,  and  enjoyable  holiday 
I  can  strongly  recommend  Glass  Island,  Lough  Conn. 
John  Madden  and  his  right  hand  man,  Patsey,  are 
two  of  the  most  attentive  and  obliging  men  to  be 
found  anywljere,  and  who  do  their  utmost  to  find 
sport  for  their  visitors.  If  I  can  be  of  any  use  in 
answering  enquiries  from  readers  contemplating  a 
fishing  trip,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do  so  through 
the  Fishing  Gazette  or  under  cover  of  letter. — Yours 
truly,  H.  S.  L. 

Ilford,  Sept.  30,  1901. 


A  NOTE  PROM  PONTOON,  POXFORD. 
Dear  Sie, — I  wish  to  lay  a  few  facts  before  you  as 
regards  the  fishing,  etc.,  during  month  of  September. 
I  need  hardly  say  it  has  been  a  very  bad  month  owing 
to  heavy  floods  which  marred  sport  considerably.  As 
I  am  writing  the  weather  would  seem  to  be  settled,  if 
so,  sport  is  sure  to  be  good  from  now  to  the  end  of 
November. 

The  pike  fishing  has  just  set  in  and  there  are  good 
prospects  of  large  pike  being  got  on  Lough  Cullen  as 
weeds  and  all  obstructions  are  now  removed,  so  that 
anglers  can  be  sure  of  good  sport. 

I  will  give  you  names,  etc.,  of  gentlemen  who  have 
killed  the  largest  pike  this  season  : — 

Messrs.  Newpom,  3  and  4,  Bury-court,  London, 
killed  some  very  nice  fish  ;  Master  Arthur  Newsom  (a 
boy  of  fifteen)  killed  one  fish  251b.,  one  191b.,  and 
several  from  121b.  to  161b. ;  Mr.  J.  P.  Newsom  got 
several  good  fish,  his  largest  was  201b.  ;  Mr.  Warns 
killed  a  good  many  nice  fish,  his  largest  was  191b. ; 
Mr.  Emery  got  good  sport  with  rod  and  gun,  his 
largest  fish  was  141b.  ;  Mr.  White  killed  over  forty 
pike  in  ten  days,  his  largest  was  191b. ;  Messrs.  Heath 
and  Mallason  killed  a  good  many  nice  pike,  their 
largest  was  181b.  ;  Messrs.  Lavy  and  Linnali  got  nice 
trout  fishing,  their  largest  trout  was  6^1b. ;  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hibbard  and  Dr.  Hibbard  had  good  sport  with 
rod  and  gun,  their  largest  pike  was  181b. ;  S.  S. 
Mossop,  Esq.,  Long  Sutton,  has  had  some  good  fish, 
his  largest  was  261b. ;  Miss  Drewry  killed  a  good 
many  nice  fish,  her  largest  was  151b ;  Mr.  Dusling 
killed  a  good  many  good  fish,  his  largest  was  251b.— 
Yours  truly,  Pateick  Healy. 

The  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Pontoon,  Poxford. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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•  The  Fishino  Gazbtte  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10s.  6d, 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto    5s.  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

suDscripuon,  including  postage    12s.  6d 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Adoertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
Po;ise,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


In  the  cases  of  Hargreaves  v.  Diddams  and 
Mussel  V.  Burch,  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench 
have  held  that  where  a  river  above  the  tjde  is 
made  navigable  by  Act  of  Parliament,  which  does 
not  expressly  touch  the  rights  of  the  riparian 
owners,  a  claim  by  the  public  to  fish  there  cannot 
exist  in  law. 


■WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING   AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  12th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


The  Case  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  v,  Joseph 

Gill,  November,  1881. 
This  case  has  often  been  referred  to  as  one 
where  a  Thames  riparian  owner  was  beaten  in 
his  attem^jt  to  prove  his  right  to  the  fishing  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  river.  But  the  case  was  never 
fought  out ;  it  broke  down,  as  it  was  proved  by 
Mr.  Ricardo,  a  witness  for  Sir  Roger,  that  the 
netting  took  place  in  water  which  Sir  Roger  did 
not  claim  to  be  his  at  all.  It  may  be  well  to  give 
a  brief  account  of  it,  as  it  would  be  unwise  of 
anglers  to  rely  on  it  as  in  any  way  a  test  case  : — 

A  water  bailiff  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cookham, 
and  Bray  Thames  Angling  Association  was  sum- 
moned by  Sir  Roger  Palmer  for  fishing  in  the 
Thames  between  the  Guards'  Club  and  the  Cliveden 
Estate,  but  the  case  was  dismissed  by  the  magis- 
trates, as  the  spot  where  the  defendant  was  said 
to  be  fishing  with  a  cast  net  by  Mr.  Ricardo,  a 
witness  for  Sir  Roger,  was  admitted  by  Sir  Roger's 
counsel  not  to  be  in  a  part  of  the  river  to  which 
the  prosecution  related.  Mr.  Wildey  Wright 
defended  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Rights  Defence 
Association.  I  think  it  is  only  bare  justice  to 
mention  that  in  the  course  of  this  case  Sir  Roger 
Palmer  stated  that  he  only  wished  to  maintain 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  right,  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  discourage  fishing  on  that  part  of  the  river 
over  which  he  had  a  right,  that  he  was  a  vice- 
president  of  the  local  angling  association,  one  of 
its  earliest  j)romoters,  and  an  annual  subscriber. 


Smith  v.  James  Andrews,  1891. 
we  had  the  famous   Thames  fishery 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


THAMES  PISHING  RIGHTS. 
The  public  meeting  in  connection  with  Thames 
shing  rights,  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the 
'ishing  Gazette  this  week,  has  called  attention 
ace  more  to  this  question,  and  I  propose  to  devote 
few  "  Notes  "to  it  this  week.  In  looking  back 
rer  more  than  twenty  years'  experience  of  the 
latter — it  is  just  twenty  years  since  the  late  Mr. 
rancis  Francis,  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  and 
started  the  first  Thames  Rights  Defence  Associa- 
on— I  regret  to  say  fhat  I  do  not  think  anglers 
ive  improved  their  position  by  the  action  they 
u-e  taken.  I  am  as  ready  as  ever  to  defend 
iglers'  just  rights,  but  I  have  reluctantly  come  to 
;e  conclusion  that  as  far  as  the  Thames  above 
iaines  is  concerned,  the  rights  of  the  public  to  fish 
I  not  appear  to  exist— if  the  English  judges  who 
terpret  and  administer  the  laws  of  this  country 
e  right.  Here  is  a  statement  which  is  based  upon 
cisions  of  our  judges  : 

"  Fishing  in  the  Thames  above  Staines  is  only 
by  the  permission  or  tolerance  of  the  owners  in 
whom  the  bed  and  soil  of  the  river  is  vested  as 
their  private  property.  In  such  parts  of  the 
river  fishing  rights  cannot  either  exist  by  custom 
or  even  be  acquired  by  prescription  ;  that  is  by 
long  usage." 


Mrs. 
In  1891 

rights  case  of  Mrs.  Smith  v.  James  Andrews. 
Andrews  claimed  the  right  to  fish  between  Maiden- 
head Bridge  and  Amerden  Ash  Eyot. 

Mrs.  Smith  stated  through  her  counsel,  Mr. 
Cozens-Hardy,  Q.C.,  that  she  had  always  been 
willing  and  anxious  not  to  deprive  any  of  the  public 
from  iishing  jiroviding  the  rights  of  oivnership  were 
admitted. 

But  Mr.  Andrews  claimed  the  right,  and  the 
case  went  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice  and 
occupied  several  days,  with  the  result,  as  we  all 
know,  that  judgment  was  given  entirely  in  favour 
of  Mrs.  Smith  by  Mr.  Justice  North. 

I  gave  a  very  full  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  this  case,  and  thei  judgment  alone  occupied 
twelve  columns. 

I  will  give  a  very  short  extract  from  it,  because 
I  think  it  contains  ai  warning  which  we  anglers 
ought  to  take  a  note  of. 


Andrews  Ias  a  Champion  of  Anglers'  Rights. 

In  view  of  the  imquestionable  fact  that  many 
Thames  riparian  owners  have  incontestable  rights 
of  fishing,  it  is  rather  unfortunate  that  anglers 
should  be  asked  for  funds  to  defend  a  professional 
fisherman  who  has  been  utterly  defeated  in  one 
trial,  has  now  to  appeal  for  funds  to  defend  another 
action,  and  who,  at  the  public  meeting  on  Oct.  4, 
openly  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  not  only  not 
to  ask  for  permission  to  fish,  but  to  "  have  a  smack 
at  all  these  so-called  private  fisheries." 

Andrews  appears  to  think  that  because  he  has  a 
licence  from  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  a  Thames  professional 
fisherman  therefore  he  is  entitled  to  fish  any- 
where he  likes  in  the  Thames,  which,  of  course,  is 
absurd.  A  hansom  cab  driver  with  a  licence  from 
Scotland  Yard  might  just  as  well  claim  that  ho 
has  a  right  to  drive  into  a  gentleman's  private 
park  and  give  his  fare  an  airing  there.  The 
Thames  Conservancy  cannot  give  any  right  to  fish 
unless  they  have  legally  acquired  it. 

I  do  hope  anglers  will  carefully  consider  both 
sides  of  this  question  before  they  decide  to  act.  It 
is  imnecessary  to  ask  them  to  look  upon  the  salmon 
question  as  more  than  merely  the  proverbial  red 
kipper  in  this  Thames  case.  Mr.  Lumley  himself 
called  it  "  smoked  salmon,"  which  is  only  another 
name  for  the  kipper. 

Norway^  Salmon  River  Leases. 
Mr.  Frederick  Safford,  writing  to  the  Field,  says  : 
"  I  am  writing  for  those  persons  who  are  not  abso- 
lutely secure  in  their  leases  to  watch  carefully  a 
band  of  speculators  who  appear  not  to  stick  at  any- 
thing in  trying  to  oust  English  lessees  from  their 
rights.  In  my  ovra  case  an  attempt  was  made  fi\  o 
or  six  years  before  my  lease  terminated,  and  the 
lease  secured  during  the  winter,  although  there 
was  a  stringent  clause  giving  me  the  right  of 
renewal.  There  was  no  excuse  for  the  attempt,  as 
any  lease  has  to  be  recorded,  and  is  open  to  inspec- 
tion. The  renewal  clause  saved  me.  I  got  the 
unanimous  verdict  of  the  three  judges  sitting,  but 
had  to  pay  my  own  costs.  Then  I  was  threatened 
with  an  appeal,  and  was  advised  to  pay  the  costs 
of.my  opponent  in  obtaining  the  lease,  and  Imowing 
the  uncertainty  of  the  law,  and  this  being  the  last 
chance,  I  rather  reluctantly  consented." 


Navigation  Act  does  not  Affect  the  Right 
OF  Fishing. 

Many  anglers  think  that  they  have  a  free  right  to 
b  from  a  towing  path,  but  it  is  quite  a  mistake, 
le  fact  that  a  river  has  been  made  navigaljle  by 
t  of  Parliament,  and  towpaths  have  been  forited, 
88  not  affect  the  question  of  the  right  of  fishing, 
lich  remains  with  the  owner  of  the  laind  over 
dch  the  river  flows. 


A  Warning  Anglers  should  Note. 
Mr.  Justice  North  said  that  he  entirely  adopted 
the  language  of  Lord  Justice  Bowen  in  the  cele- 
brated Thames  rights  case  of  Blount  v.  Layard, 
where  he  says  : — 

"  It  is  the  worst  of  all  things  that  can  happen 
in  a  free  coimtry  to  force  people  to  be  churlish  of 
their  rights.  I  can  conceive  nothing  more  unfor- 
tunate than  that  owners  who  have  got  the  fishing 
on  large  streams  should  be  driven  to  prevent  the 
public  fishing  for  fear  that  it  should  crystallise  into 
a  right.  It  would  be  a  most  imfortunate  thing  for 
the  public  if  ever  that  did  happen."  A  most 
important  statement  made  by  Mr.  Justice  North 
in  his  judgment,  was  that,  "  There  are  very  large 
portions  of  the  River  Thames  in  which  the  public 
are  at  liberty  to  fish  without  interference  ;  not 
from  any  right  of  their  own,  but  because  the  real 
proprietors  of  the  soil  and  fishery  cannot  trace  and 
establish  their  title,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
plaintiff,  do  not  desire  to  exclude  the  jjtihlic." 

It  had  been  proved  that  the  public  had  fished 
the  water  in  question  for  forty  or  fifty  years,  but 
that  did  not  prove  their  right  to  fish. 

I  suggested  at  the  meeting  on  Oct.  4  that  the 
opinions  of  two  of  the  best  authorities  in  the  legal 
profession  on  Thames  fishery  law,  and  fishery 
law  generally,  should  be  obtained,  and  if  they 
advise  that  there  is  a  good  case  then  to  get  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  that  may  be 
required,  and  not  to  go  to  law  until  the  money  is 
obtained. 


Messrs.  Farlow  have  had  crowds  round  their 
window  at  No.  191,  Strand,  to  see  Mr.  Edward 
Sturdy's  501b.  salmon,  a  tarpon  of  1201b.  from 
Florida,  and  an  111b.  trout  caught  by  Major  H.  J. 
Fergusson  on  the  Rangitati  River,  New  Zealand, 
and  another  rather  smaller  trout. 


I  have  asked  Mr.  Oldham  for  particulars  of  the 
.501b.  salmon  he  killed  on  the  North  Esk  on 
Oct.  4.  I  hope  it  was  killed  with  the  fly.  It  is  to 
be  cast  by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  who 
makes  superb  casts  of  fish  and  paints  them  to 
the  life. 


Salmon  in  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal. 

Mr.  Francis  C.  Hudson,  vice-president  of  the 
Widnes  Anglers'  Association,  kindly  sends  me  this 
extract  from  the  Widnes  WeeMy  News  of  Oct.  5  : — 
"  The  other  day  a  boatman  on  the  Ship  Canal, 
whilst  in  his  boat,  observed  a  large  fish,  which  he 
afterwai'ds  discovered  to  be  a  salmon,  rise  near 
where  he  was  rowing.     The  fish  had  apparently 
been   struck   by  a  passing  steamer,  for  it  was 
seriously  injured.    With  some  difficulty  he  suc- 
ceeded in  hauling  it  into  his  boat,  and  at  that  time 
noticed  half  a  dozen  similar  species  of  the  finny 
tribe  dash  past  in  the  water.    The  salmon,  as  soon 
as  it  was  placed  in  the  boat,  gave  one  or  two 
spasmodic  jumps  and  then  expired.    The  man  took 
his  catch  home,  and  after  removing  the  entrails 
weighed  it,  and  found  that  it  weighed  91b.  Tie 
subsequently  disposed  of  it  for  a  good  sum  of 
money.    Its  weight  when  caught  could  not  ha\e 
been  anj-thing  under  111b.    Large  salmon  are  said 
to  have  been  sporting  about  in  the  canal  at  East- 
hani  Locks.    It  is  supposed  that  as  the  fish  got 
higher  up  the  waterway  tlic  water  became  too 
muddy  for  them,  and  they  were  making  their  way 
down  to  a  more  salubrious  place  when  tlie  iucidciifc 
occurred."     Mr.  Hudson  thinks  that  "  if  salmon 
can  exist  at  all  in  the  Ship  Canal  waters  there 
is  some  hope  for  the  success  of  the  experiments  in 
restocking  the  Thames  with  salmon." 
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October  12,  1901 


A  Chip  of  the  Old  Block. 

Deae  Maeston, — The  following,  which  I  have  just 
received  on  a  postcard  from  my  small  son,  aged  ten, 
now  at  school  at  Worthing,  may  amuse  some  of  your 
younger  readers  : — "  I  am  going  fishing  this  afternoon. 
I  can't  get  any  lug,  so  I  am  going  to  buy  two  herrings. 
We  can't  play  footer  because  it  is  raining,  and  we 
should  be  tumbling  all  over  the  pitch."  (Later.)  "  I 
have  caught  sis  nice  whiting  and  a  big  sole,  and 
caught  up  in  the  rocks  and  got  loose  without  any 
damage,  and  I  had  to  go  back.  You  must  excuse,  as 
there  are  three  boys  dancing  on  the  table."  I  think 
the  youngster  promises  well  piscatorially,  and  he  has 
often  come  a  very  good  second  to  me,  both  in  salt 
water  and  fresh,  getting  one  day  with  rod,  ofi  Deal, 
eighty-five  fish,  mostly  whiting,  to  my  one  hundred 
and  eighteen.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Oct.  8, 1901. 

The  graylirig  fly  fishiBg  season  is  not  yet  over, 
and  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  St.  John-street-road, 
Bend  me  some  first-rate  patterns  on  eyed  hooks, 
dressed  with  good  natural  hackles,  evidently  done 
by  a  first-rate  hand,  one  they  have  not  employed 
before.  The  flies  are  that  leading  favourite  Eed 
Tag,  a  semi-new  pattern  called  Carter's  Fancy,  the 
Badger  Hackle,  with  green  body,  gold  rib,  and  a 
red  tag,  and  the  Green  Insect,  which  has  come  to 
the  front  so  much  of  late.  These  flies  are  dressed 
in  London,  and  it  Charles  Cotton  could  have  seen 
them,  instead  of  putting  them  in  his  window  "  to 
laugh  at,"  as  he  did  the  London  flies  of  his  day,  he 
would  wonder  if  he  could  make  flies  like  them. 

E.  B.  Maeston. 


FISHING  RIGHTS  IN  THE  THAMES. 

(By  permission  from  the  Times,  Oct.  5,  1901,  and 
other  sources.) 


Last  night  a  largely-attended  meeting  of  anglers 
was  held  in  the  King's-hall,  Holborn  Restaurant,  "  to 
discuss  and  ventilate  the  important  question  of  the 
public  right  to  fish  in  the  liver  Thames,"  and  to  raise 
a  Thames  fishing  defence  fund.  The  meeting  was 
called  by  the  committee  which  has  been  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  defending  the  action  brought  by  Sir 
Koger  Palmer  against  James  Andrews,  a  Thames 
fisherman,  at  Maidenhead.  A  circular  containing  the 
following  statement  of  the  case  was  circulated  : — "  On 
July  8  last  Andrews  moored  his  pimt  on  the  Thames, 
just  above  Boulter's  Lock,  on  a  part  of  the  river  known 
as  Ray  Mills,  and  was  about  to  fish  with  a  gentleman 
who  had  engaged  him  when  a  bailiff  in  the  employ  of 
Sir  Roger  Palmer  came  up,  broke  his  line  from  the 
rod,  and  informed  Andrews  he  had  strict  orders  to 
prevent  any  one  fishing  at  that  spot.  Andrews  applied 
to  the  justices  of  Maidenhead  for  a  summons  for 
assault,  but  the  justices  declined  to  grant  the  same, 
and  the  Judges  presiding  at  the  Divisional  Court  were 
unable  to  grant  a  mandamus  owing  to  there  being  a 
claim  of  right  in  the  case.  In  the  meantime  Sir 
Roger  Palmer  has  commenced  an  action  claiming  a 
declaration  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  exclusive  right 
of  fishing  of  that  part  of  the  river,  and  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  public  from  fishing  there." 

Me.  R.  C.  Lehmann  presided,  and  the  following 
members  of  the  defence  committee  were  present : — Mr. 
Lawrence  Chubb  (Thames  Preservation  League),  Mr. 
L.  Gerald  Freedman,  Major  H.  W.  S.  Brown,  Mr.  0. 
A.  Medcalf  (president  Central  Association  of  London 
Angling  Clubs),  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (secretary  Anglers' 
Association),  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs),  Mr.  Edgar 
Syers,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  (Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society),  ]Mr.  Frank  P.  Sorge  (Collingwood  Angling 
Society),  Mr.  H.  Pinoott  Hill  (president  Anchor 
Fishing  Society,  Kingston-on-Thames),  Mr.  George 
A.  [Goodwin,  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Grammer  (Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society). 

The  Chaieman,  who  was  received  with'cheers,  said  it 
gave  him  great  pleasure  to  preside  at  the  meeting,  for 
he  considered  the  question  which  it  had  been  sum- 
moned to  discuss  one  of  the  most  important  that  could 
engage  the  attention  of  any  body  of  Englishmen.  He 
had  been  from  his  very  early  years  a  user  of  the 
Thames.  He  had  enjoyed  the  river  as  a  means  of 
recreation  and  health  from  his  boyhood  upwards 
He  had  enjoyed  that  right,  not  because  he  had  any 
private  or  exclusive  privilege  on  the  river,  but  because 
he  was  a  member  of  the  public ;  and  he  thought  the 
anglers  and  boatmen  should  combine  together  to  secure 
that  the  great  river,  of  which  they  were  all  so  proud, 
should  be  a  free  highway  upon  which  men  could  take 
their  pleasure,  whether  it  were  boating  or  fishing. 
(Cheers.)  He  regarded  that,  apart  from  the  con- 
veyance of  traffic  by  means  of  barges,  as  the  main 
purpose  of  the  Thames  in  our  social  life.  (Cheers.)  So 
far  as  his  observation  had  gone  it  was  absurd  to  say 
that  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  and  the  rights  of 
the  public  necessarily  conflicted.    Provided  there  was 


good  temper  and  reasonable  consideration  on  both  sides 
the  riparian  owners  of  the  Thames  and  the  great  public 
who  used  the  Thames  could  get  on  comfortably 
together.  Somewhat  late  in  life  he  had  become  to  a 
small  extent  a  riparian  owner  on  the  Thames,  and  he 
supposed,  if  it  were  true  that  there  were  rights  of 
fishery  all  the  way,  up  and  down  the  Thames,  he  was 
an  owner  of  a  several  right  of  fishery.  But  it  seemed 
to  him  that  even  if  a  riparian  owner  was  convinced  he 
had  a  right  to  a  several  fishery,  he  ought  to  use  that 
right  against  the  public  in  the  most  sparing  way. 
(Hear,  hear.)  A  several  right  of  fishery  should  not 
prevent  the  public  from  enjoying  as  fishermen  the 
sport  which  the  Thames  afforded.  (Cheers.)  It 
appeared  from  a  letter  which  ap^jeared  in  the  Times 
that,  as  the  result  of  the  report  of  a  commission  which 
sat  in  1884,  it  was  legally  established  that  there  was 
for  boating  a  free  passage  up  and  down  the  river  and 
into  practically  all  back  waters.  This  right  was  not 
established  without  very  serious  opposition.  It  was 
because  the  public  had  been  aroused  to  take  an  interest 
in  the  matter  that  the  right  to  the  free  use  of  the 
Thames,  for  the  purpose  of  boating,  was  embodied  in 
an  Act  of  Parliament.  It  must  not  be  supposed  that 
they  would  be  able  to  proceed  so  easily  and  conclu- 
sively in  establishing  the  public  right  to  fish  in  the 
Thames.  But  the  first  step  was  that  jsublic  interest 
should  be  aroused,  that  a  defence  fund  should  be 
established,  and  that  so  far  as  the  case  oi  Sir  Roger 
Palmer  against  Andrews  was  concerned  it  should  be 
fought  out  to  the  end.  (Cheers.)  He  moved  the 
following  resolution  : — "  That  this  meeting  desires  to 
express  its  regret  at  the  constant  efforts  to  curtail  the 
public  rights  and  privileges  by  the  peculiar  and 
vexatious  claims  which  are  periodically  made  in  and 
over  the  River  Thames." 

Mr.  L.  Chubb,  of  the  Thames  Preservation  League, 
seconded  the  resolution.  He  thought  the  time  had 
come  when  there  should  be  a  determined  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  public  to  preserve  not  only  their  fishing 
rights  on  the  Thames,  but  their  boating  rights,  rights 
of  way,  back-waters,  towing-paths,  and  ferries — rights 
and  privileges  which  were  being  constantly  encroached 
upon.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  F.  Walkbk,  representing  the  Sheffield 
Anglers'  Society,  comprising,  he  said,  16,000  members, 
supported  the  resolution.  In  his  opinion,  considering 
the  advantages  of  angling  for  recreation  and  health  to 
dwellers  in  large  cities,  the  rights  of  riparian  owners 
should  be  swept  away  altogether.  (Laughter  and 
cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  H. 
CuBLiNG  Hope,  of  the  Guildford  Anglers'  Society,  and 
Mr.  Alfeed  Powell,  junr.,  of  the  Pelican  Anglers' 
Society,  and  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  C.  A.  LuMLEY,  solicitor,  who  has  been  instructed 
to  defend  the  case,  after  announcing  more  messages 
of  sympathy,  said  Sir  Roger  Palmer  had  a  long  purse, 
and  in  order  to  meet  him  on  even  terms  the  com- 
mittee should  be  furnished  with  a  purse  practically  of 
the  same  length.  He  (Mr.  Lumley)  suspected  that 
the  possibility  of  the  Thames  being  stocked  with 
salmon  had  prompted  Sir  R.  Palmer  to  bring  his 
action.  If  he  succeeded,  countless  other  claims  like 
his  would  be  made.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  must  be  under- 
stood that  the  Fund  was  not  only  to  defend  Andrews, 
but  to  protect  public  rights  in  the  Thames,  even  to  the 
extent  of  going  to  Parliament.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  of  the  London  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, moved  a  resolution  expressing  the  sympathy 
of  the  meeting  with  James  Andrews  in  the  action 
brought  against  him  by  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  and  pro- 
nlising  to  support  him  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 

Mr.  F.  P.  SOEGB,  Collingwood  Angling  Society, 
seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Mabeiott,  of  the  Waltoniau  Angling. Society,  and  Mr. 
Amphlett,  of  the  Thames  Angling  Ncivs,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Maeston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
said  he  understood  that  Sir  B.  Palmer  gave  permission 
to  fish  in  these  waters  to  every  one  who  asked  for  it, 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether  Andrews  had  asked 
for  permission,  and  whether  he  had  anyone  with  him 
in  his  punt. 

Mr.  Lumley,  speaking  on  behalf  of  Andrews,  who 
was  present,  said  he  had  not  asked  for  permission,  and 
never  intended  to  do  so.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Maeston  said  he  should  like  to  remind  the 
meeting  that  this  question  of  Thames  angling  rights 
was  no  new  one.  Twenty  years  ago  he  had  worked  on 
the  committee  of  the  Thames  Rights  Defence  Associa- 
tion, which  was  formed  by  the  efforts  of  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  and  other  gentlemen,  but  died  from 
want  of  support.  He  thought  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  to  say  that  he  took  the  deepest  interest  in  the 
question  of  anglers'  rights  and  the  right  to  fish  in  free 
waters,  but  that  his  experience  was  that  by  fighting 
for  rights  which  did  not  exist  they  had  only  damaged 
their  own  interests  by  causing  owners  to  close  waters 
which  they  had  allowed  the  public  to  fish  in  previously. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  no  public  rights  of 
fishery  in  the  Thames  above  Staines,  it  was  all  private 
water  as  far  as  fishing  was  concerned ;  but,  as  Mr. 
Justice  North  had  pointed  out  in  giving  judgment  for 


Mrs.  Smith  against  Andrews,  there  are  large  portions 
of  the  river  Thames  in  which  the  public  are  at 
liberty  to  fish  without  interference,  not  from  any  right 
of  their  own,  but  because  the  real  owners  of  the  soil 
and  fishery  could  not  trace  and  establish  their  title  or 
where  they  allow  the  public  to  fish.  As  regarded  a 
statement  made  by  a  previous  speaker  to  the  effect 
that  Sir  Roger  Palmer  had  been  defeated  in  a  previous 
attempt  to  enforce  his  claims  in  the  case  of  Palmer  v. 
Gill,  the  fact  was  that  the  magistrates  dismissed  the 
case  because  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Ricardo,  one  of  Sir 
Roger's  witnesses,  proved  that  the  bailiff  Gill  waa 
using  his  casting  net  in  a  part  of  the  river  over  which 
Sir  Roger  made  no  claim.  Mr.  Marston  pointed  out' 
that  both  Mrs.  Smith  and  Sir  Roger  Palmer  had 
stated  that  they  had  no  wish  to  prevent  anglers  fish- 
ing in  their  water  provided  permission  was  asked  of 
them  if  they  desired  it  to  be  asked.  In  view  of  their 
unfortunate  experiences  in  the  past,  he  ventured  to 
urge  most  strongly  oh  the  committee  that  before  they 
appealed  to  the  public  for  funds  to  defend  their  rights, 
they  should  obtain  the  best  advice  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  from  one  or  two  of  the  leading  legal  authorities 
on  fishery  law,  and  especially  Thames  fishery  law. 
(Hear,  hear.)  If  they  got  such  an  opinion,  and  it 
encouraged  them  to  believe  they  had  a  really  good 
case,  then  they  could  ask  for  funds  to  fight,  and  he 
for  one  would  be  only  too  happy  to  do  all  he  could  to 
assist — (hear,  hear) — but  he  did  not  believe  in  attempts 
to  do  away  with  just  private  rights. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Marston,  the  Chairman  and  Mr, 
Lumley  both  said  that  counsels'  opinion  would  hi 
taken.  Mr..Lumley  also  stated  that  Mr.  Abinger,  whc 
was  Andrews'  counsel  in  the  case  Smith  v.  Andrews, 
had  assured  him  they  had  a  very  good  case. 

Mr.  Amphlett  regretted  that  no  angling  paper  had 
taken  up  this  important  question.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  read  more  about  this  matter  in  the  Dail' 
Telegraph  than  he  did  in  all  the  fishing  papers.* 

Mr.  Andeews,  the  defendant  in  the  action,  explained 
his  case,  and  stated  that  he  is  licensed  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy  to  fish  in  the  river.  He  did  not  intend 
to  ask  for  permits  from  so-called  owners.  He  meant 
to  have  a  smack  at  all  these  private  rights.  (Laughter. 
In  reply  to  the  Chairman  he  said  that  he  had  been  a 
Thames  fisherman  for  thirty  years,  and  not  only 
himself,  but  his  father  and  grandfather  had  fished 
without  challenge  in  the  water  over  which  Sir  Roger 
Palmer  now  claimed  private  rights.  (Cheers.) 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chairman. 


"BLANKETING." 


Thanks  to  the  race  for  the  'America  Cup  I  have 
discovered  a  term  which  I  have  been  seeking  for 
ever  so  long.  It  means  taking  the  wind  out  of  an 
adversary's  sails,  while  your  own  are  full,  to 
"  busting  "  it  may  be. 

How  often  have  we  all  been  "  blanketed,"  or  have 
assumed  the  role  of  the  blank,  blank  "  blanketers  " 
ourselves.  Oh  no,  our  noble  selves,  never !  It  is 
not  a  nice  game  to  play,  but  it  is  played  for  all  that, 
and  by  others  always.  It  has  its  light  and  amusing 
side,  the  only  side  permissible  in  any  angling  paper 
like  this. 

How, on  earth  ia  it  even  possible  ?  I  hear  some- 
one say.  As  thus,  my  friend  :  You  are  in  the  smoke 
room  of  a  country  house  or  fishing  club,  and  you 
have  just  related  a  perfectly  true  angling  story,  but 
rather  a  "  chestnut,"  too,  if  the  truth  be  told,  as  it 
has  been  told  on  many  an  occasion.  You  have  once 
more  hooked,  run,  landed,  and  weighed  that  trout 
of  61b.  5ioz.  You  have  told  the  story  modestly, 
quietly,  and  even  accurately,  for  you  do  not  like  to 
be  called  a  "  What  d'yer  Call'em  "  to  your  face. 
There  is  a  pause,  during  which  everyone  smokes 
assiduously,  and  a  few  glasses  are  emptied  in 
honour  of  the  event.  A  holy  calm  has  settled  in 
your  iimermost  soul,  and  you  smile  inwardly,  a 
kind  of  soul-smile  which  lends  no  outward  andi 
visible  expression  to  the  countenance ;  you 
cross  your  legs  and  say  (to  yourself,  of  course] 
"  That  has  settled  them."  Well,  after  all  it  it 
true,  and  truth  always  does  prevail,  even  in  ac 
angling  story. 

All  of  a  sudden  the  silence  is  broken  by  the 
harsh,  raucous  voice  of  that  horrid  snob,  Ton 
Whackaway,  who  says  :  "  I  had  a  similar  bit  oi 
good  luck  once  myself.  I  was  fishing  with  & 
midge-sized  Pale  Dun  in  the  rapid  waters  of  the 
So-and-So,"  and  there  and  then  he  lands  a  trout 

*  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  beyond  one  letter  from  Mr 
Lumley  in  August,  which  we  duly  published,  we  have  receivec 
no  information,  not  even  notice  of  the  public  meeting  or  ai 
invitation  to  attend  it;,  and  had  to.  apply  to  ovp. of  the  com^ytte. 
for  a  ticket.  All  the  same  we  published  notices  of  the  meetiiij;, 
etc.— Ed. 
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two  pounds  heavier  than  mine,  and  in  every  possi 
ble  way  shows  that  mine  was  a  very  second-rate 
performance  indeed.  In  a  word,  he  "  blankets  ' 
me  completely.  Again,  I  invent  a  new  spinning 
tackle,  reel,  rod,  or  hook,  and  as  certain  as  sin  the 
moment  I  bring  it  forward  in  the  pages  of,  say,  the 
Fishing  Gazette  I  get  furiously  "  blanketed." 

Mr.  A.  writes  that  his  great-grandfather  left 
a  large  collection  of  fishing  tackle  which  he 
inherited,  and  on  going  to  inspect  it  he  finds  a 
tackle  so  exactly  similar  to  mine  that  it  is 
monstrous  to  think  of  originality  in  the  matter — 
ridiculous  1 

Mr.  B.  laughs  at  my  new  reel.  He  had  seen 
dozens  of  them  when  he  was  a  boy  in  Canada,  and 
had  one  himself,  but  after  losing  no  end  of  good 
fish  by  reason  of  the  reel  choking  at  the  critical 
moment,  or,  per  contra,  over-running  itself  like  a 
Nottingham  spinning  reel  in  the  hands  of  a  tyro, 
he  flung  it  into  the  river  to  get  rid  of  the  very  sight 
of  "  the  beastly  thing."  So  much  for  my  reel  and 
its  reputation. 

Mr.  C.  laughs  at  my  rod  being  original,  and  says 
that  he  had  a  rod  (made  by  Methuselah)  exactly 
similar,  of  whalebone  and  clock  springs,  built 
round  a  steel  centre ;  so  that  falls  to  the  ground, 
too — and  smashes  as  it  falls.  And  as  for  hooks 
why  there  is  not  a  hook  made  like  the  one  I 
invented — I  feel  sure  of  that. 

Yet  the  moment  it  was  brought  out  in  my  own 
name,  and  with  my  own  address,  the  postmen  at 
my  home  were  beside  themselves  to  think  what 
all  the  correspondence  could  mean.  It  came  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  say  that  I  had 
pirated  each  writer's  pet  invention,  and  threatening 
me  with  proceedings  if  I  ventured  to  patent  it — 
though  how  on  earth  1165  different  men  could 
each  have  invented  a  hook  exactly  like  mine  I 
have  never  been  able  satisfactorily  to  explain. 
But  of  course  I  had  to  "  hook  "  it,  as  "  ze  odds  vere 
greater  zan  ze  evens  I  " 

It  is  my  luclc,  I  suppose,  and  yet  I  turn  my 
chair  constantly  in  hopes  of  turning  it.  I  believe 
whatever  I  took  up  in  angling  matters  it  would  be 
all  the  same.  If  I  were  to  make  a  speech  at  an 
angling  dinner  or  meeting  (Heaven  and  St.  Andrew 
forbid)  I  should  have  someone  following  me  who 
would  (only  too  easily)  take  the  wind  out  of  my 
sails,  and  leave  me  stranded  like  any  other  "  sheer 
hulk." 

If  I  should  write  a  book  (and  I  might  be  even 
rash  enough  to  do  that  presently),  I'll  be  bound 
that  some  rascal  would  venture,  forsooth,  to 
criticise  it.  And  of  all  forms  of  "  blanketing,"  the 
art  of  criticism  takes  the  cake.  They  dilute  your 
whisky  till  you  can't  perceive  it,  save  that  the 
water  tastes  so  nasty  that  no  one  will  drink  of  it 
twice,  and  they  publish  their  own  confounded 
analysis  abroad  —  that's  the  worst  of  it  —  as  a 
matter  of  form,  thus  :  "  We  have  analysed  the 

whisky  sold  by  E.  M.  T.,  under  the  name  of  " 

(here  they  insert  title  of  book),  "  and  we  find  it 
wholly  composed  of  harmless  ingredients,  chiefly 
aqua  pumpaginis  otherwise  pump-water.  Its 
nourishing  properties  are  nil,  and  we  strongly 
recommend  its  use  solely  to  the  total  abstainer, 
being  assured  that  it  is  a  whisky  so  entirely  without 
strength  that  none  who  drink  it  can  feel  any  effects 
therefrom.  In  fact  it  is  quite  possible  that  even  a 
glance  at  it  may  aid  the  cause,  by  creating  an 
entirely  new  class  of  total  abstainers." 

This  sort  of  sarcasm  is  blanketing  indeed,  and 
when  spitefully  applied  to  an  angling  ^author  is 
rather  damping.  E.  M.  Tod. 


CHEISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAE'S 
CAEDS. 


Messrs.  Easton  &  Co.,  64,  Corporation-street, 
Manchester,  send  us  a  sample  book  of  their  high- 
class  black  and  white  photo  Christmas  and  New 
Year's  cards,  including  "  The  Angler's  Series " 
(views  on  the  Tweed  and  other  rivers),  "  The  Sea- 
scape Series,"  "  The  Lake  Series,"  "  Robbie  Burns 
Series,"  etc.  The  pictures  are  reduced  either  from 
original  negatives  or  from  engravings,  and  are  very 
well  done  indeed.  Anglers  can  have  their  own 
photographs  reproduced  and  put  on  Christmas 
cards  with  any  inscriptions  they  require.  Mr.  E. 
S.  Easton  is  a  keen  angler,  and  will  be  glad  to  send 
estimates  for  fifty  or  one  hundred  cards  either  with 
his  own  views  or  done  specially  from  'photographs 
sent. 


THE  EIVEE  NIDD. 


NiDDERDALE  has  bcen  termed  "  the  Switzerland 
of  England,"  but  it  has  always  been  a  debatable 
point  in  my  mind  as  to  whether  Upper  Swaledale 
has  not  a  better  claim  to  the  title.  Still,  there  is 
no  denying  the  fact  that  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Nidd  is  extremely  picturesque  and  beautiful,  and 
that  it  is  an  excellent  angling  stream.  Many  years 
ago  the  Nidd  used  to  be  reckoned  one  of  the 
chief  grayling  rivers  in  Yorkshire,  but  the  hush 
from  the  lead  mines  above  Pateley  Bridge  played 
sad  havoc,  and  although  at  the  present  time  there 
is  a  marked  improvement  in  the  increase  of  gray 
ling,  no  one  would  ever  dream  of  comparing  the 
Nidd  with  the  Wharfe  or  Yore. 

The  river  has  its  source  on  Great  Whernside, 
two  thousand  feet  above  the  sea.  There  are  few  of 
the  Yorkshire  rivers  that  have  more  tributaries 
which  continue  as  far  down  stream  as  Walshford 
Bridge.  How  Stean  may  be  considered  the  main 
one,  and  possibly  the  Crimple  comes  next  in  im- 
portance. How  Stean  flows  into  the  Nidd  below 
Lofthouse,  and  the  Crimple  near  Eibstone  Park. 
The  upper  portion  of  the  Nidd  is  grandly  pictur 
esque  ;  wild  moorland,  lofty  hillsides  crowned  with 
dark  fir  trees,  undulating  meadows  and.  a  wealth  of 
foliage  difficult  to  describe  make  up  a  scene  which 
cannot  fail  to  impress  the  beholder. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  Upper  Nidd  lies 
in  the  fact  that  for  two-and-three-quarter  miles  it 
has  a  subterranean  course,  only  running  above 
grotmd  in  the  times  of  heavy  flood,  and  the  cavern, 
Goyden  Pot,  into  which  it  disappears,  is  filled  to 
the  roof.  This  cavern  is  visited  during  the  summer 
months  by  hundreds  of  tourists,  and  well  repays  a 
visit.  Some  idea  of  its  magnitude  may  be  formed 
when  I  state  that  it  is  forty  feet  in  height. 

The  largest  grayling  in  the  Nidd  are  found  at 
Middlesmoor,  which  can  be  reached  by  a  seven 
miles  drive  in  the  mail  cart  from  Pateley  Bridge. 
I  have  heard  of  them  being  taken  up  to  l^lb.  in 
weight.  The  drive  is  a  most  enjoyable  one,  the 
road  rimning  parallel  with  the  river  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  way.  The  farmers  in  Nidderdale  are 
very  hospitable,  and  permission  for  a  day  or  two's 
fishing  can  generally  be  obtained.  Eamsgill  is 
about  two  miles  below  Middlesmoor,  and  there  is 
an  inn  there  where  the  angler  can  make  his  abode. 

Pateley  Bridge  is  a  small  country  town,  and 
may  be  termed  the  metropolis  of  Nidderdale. 
There  are  several  inns  there,  of  which  the  Crown 
may  be  considered  the  best  adapted  to  the  wander- 
ing angler.  Mr.  T.  Yorke,  of  Bewerly  Hall,  Mr.  G. 
Metcalfe,  and  Sir  Henry  Ingilby,  Bart.,  of  Ripley 
Castle,  are  the  chief  landowners,  and  a  day's  fish- 
ing on  their  respective  lengths  may  be  obtained  at 
times.  One  of  my  favourite  lengths  on  the  Nidd  is 
owned  by  Colonel  Greenwood,  of  Swarcliffe ;  he  only 
permits  artificial  fly,  and  as  his  length  is  pretty 
thickly  wooded  it  takes  an  expert  fly-fisher  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  but  as  he  stocks  it  periodically 
there  is  abundance  of  fish. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  see  that  on  this  length 
there  is  a  perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of 
grayling.  One  September  day  a  couple  of  years 
ago  I  had  a  basket  of  eighteen  fish  (with  the  fly), 
and  seven  of  them  were  grayling ;  Bradshaw's 
Fancy  was  prime  favourite  on  that  occasion. 

As  may  be  gathered  from  these  preceding 
remarks,  the  angling  clubs  on  the  Nidd  are  not 
numerous.  The  first  one  is  the  Nidderdale  Anglers' 
Club,  which  has  rights  above  Birstwith,  which  is 
the  station  for  Colonel  Greenwood's  water,  and 
below  that  point  the  Harrogate  Angling  Club  and 
the  Knaresborough  Angling  Club  hold  sway. 
Speaking  of  the  latter  reminds  me  of  the  recent 
death  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Brown,  one  of  the  best  known 
of  Nidderdale  anglers.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Knaresborough  Club  for  many  years,  and  a  most 
enthusiastic  fly-fisher.  In  his  garden  there  was  a 
considerable  pond,  ornamented  with  rockery  and 
ferns,  which  was  the  abode  of  trout  running  up  to 
Ijlb.  in  weight ;  these  were  practically  tame  fish, 
and  were  accustomed  to  take  food  from  Mr.  Brown's 
hand.  Mr.  F.  Wolstenholme,  of  Knaresborough,  is 
now  the  secretary  of  the  club,  which  owns  some 
beautiful  water  from  Knaresborough  up  to  the 
mill-dam  at  Ripley.  The  latter-named  place  is  a 
most  picturesque  little  village  situated  between 
three  and  four  miles  from  Harrogate.  Here  is 
Ripley  Castle,  the  residence  of  Sir  Henry  Ingilby, 
who  owns  a  magnificent  lake  well  stocked  with 
trout  and  chub.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  remove 
the  latter,  and  the  writer  last  year  witnessed  the 


capture  of  close  on  five  hundred,  varying  in  weight 
from  lib.  to  51b. ;  these  were  transferred  to  the 
"Waterloo  Lake  at  lloundhay  Park  by  the  liCeds 
and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  by 
the  kind  permission  of  Sir  Henry  Ingilby. 

The  secretary  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Club  is 
Mr.  liQey  Fortune,  Dragon-road,  Harrogate,  who 
will  give  all  information  to  anyone  writing  to  him 
and  enclosing  stamped  and  addressed  envelope. 
In  addition  to  extensive  rights  on  the  Nidd  the 
Harrogate  Angling  Club  preserve  the  Crimple, 
mentioned  above,  which  is  a  trout  stream  pure  and 
simple.  A  fortnight  ago  I  went  over  to  spend  the 
day  with  an  old  angling  friend  of  mine  at  Pannal, 
and  when  we  had  exhausted  all  our  notes  on 
angling  topics  we  took  a  walk  along  the  side  of 
the  little  stream  as  far  as  Burn  Bridge,  called  by 
some  Burnt  Bridge.  I  never  saw  the  beck  so  low, 
neither  had  my  frieijd.  In  some  places  the  water- 
course was  completely  dry,  but  in  the  deep  pools  it 
was  easy  to  see  where  the  trout  were  laid.  Our 
destination  was  the  ancient  hostelry  called  the  Black 
Swan,  which  is  somewhere  about  three  hundred  years 
old.  The  old  house  is  to  be  demolished  this  year, 
a  new  edifice  having  been  erected  in  its  place. 
The  landlord,  Geo.  Dibb,  showed  us  many  interest- 
ing relics,  but  the  one  which  took  my  fancy  the 
most  was  an  enlargement  of  a  snapshot  taken  of 
the  house  by  some  one  who  had  been  there.  Mr. 
Dibb  did  not  know  who  had  taken  it,  but  it  came 
from  Sheffield  mounted  on  a  postcard,  and  bearing 
the  following  verses  : — 

At  the  Black  Swan,  mine  host,  Geo.  Dibbs, 
Sells  right  good  ale  and  tells  no  fibs ; 
I  snapped  him  ofi  last  Whitsuntide 
As  he  stood  by  the  horseman's  side. 
Drink  up,  drink  up  and  have  some  more, 
Ne'er  let  good  thirst  go  past  my  door. 

Quoth  he. 
The  dog  an'  all  doth  turn  his  tail. 
They're  blooming  dry  I  will  go  bail, 

Growled  he. 
The  blacksmith,  too,  must  cool  his  gorge, 
It's  bally  hot  inside  that  forge. 

Sweats  he. 

There  was  the  house,  the  horseman,  the  land- 
lord, the  blacksmith,  and  even  the  dog  all  included 
in  the  photo,  which  was  an  excellent  one.  At 
Walshford  Bridge  the  picturesque  portion  of  the 
Nidd  terminates.  Below  that  point  it  is  a 
sluggish  river,  winding  in  and  out  between  sedges 
and  willows,  but  there  is  first-rate  pike  and  coarse 
fishing  down  to  its  junction  with  the  Ouse.  The 
flies  suitable  on  the  Nidd  are  the  usual  hackle 
Yorkshire  patterns.  For  grayling  I  should  recom- 
mend Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Green  Insect,  Dark  Needle,  and 
Throstle  Wing.  There  are  plenty  of  places  adapted 
for  dry  fly  fishing,  and  for  these  Little  Marryat,  Dark 
Autumn  Dun,  Pale  Autmnn  Dun,  and  Red  Tag 
should  prove  ample.  The  railway  only  extends  as 
far  up  the  valley  as  Pateley  Bridge,  which  is  the 
terminus  of  a  branch  line  from  Harrogate. 

Days  of  Yore. 


EXCUESION  TO  THE  EIVEE 
SCAUEDALE.* 

{Continued  from  page  224.) 

We  had  now  taken  our  full  complement  from 
the  Poul  Glas — four  salmon  landed  on  the  same 
spot — and  it  was  scarcely  likely  that  any  more 
would  be  taken,  after  the  disturbance  we  had 
already  made.  I  therefore  now  returned  Alister 
his  rod,  and,  leaving  him  to  whip  the  pool  a  little 
longer,  I  took  my  way  down  the  stream  towards 
the  inn,  casting  my  %  occasionally  as  I  passed  a 
]Dromising  runnel.  Twice  or  thrice  a  salmon  rose, 
hvLi  only  timidly  in  the  shallow  water,  and  I  did 
not  succeed  in  hooking  any.  Before  leaving  the 
stream,  however,  I  had  secured  three  sea-trout,  one 
of  which  afforded  'excellent  sport,  fighting  most 
valiantly,  and  defying  my  utmost  efforts  for  fully 
ten  minutes. 

Arrived  at  the  inn,  I  was  presently  joined  by 
Alister,  with  five  fish,  another  [having  been  caught 
after  my  departure,  making  in  all  five  salmon, 
which,  with  the  addition  of  my  three  sea-trout, 
formed  a  goodly  company,  at  least  as  the  produc- 
tion of  one  pool.  The  salmon  weighed  between 
71b.  and  91b.  each,  and  the  trout  21b.,  3ilb.,  and 
41b.  respectively. 


•  From  "  Foraya  among  Salmon  and  Dser,"  by  Jamea  Conwayi 
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Our  booby  was  now  stowed  carefully  away  in 
the  bottom  of  the  dogcart,  wrapped  in  moist 
rushes ;  and  our  Highland  pony  being  re-yoked, 
who  started  oft'  as  gaily  as  though  only  now  leaving 
the  stable  for  the  first  time,  we  speedily  left  Glen 
Chruim  in  the  rear. 

Our  route  still  continued  along  the  shore  of  the 
frith,  which  was  now  rapidly  narrowing  and  assum- 
ing more  and  more  the  character  of  a  river,  as  it 
wound  round  the  bases  of  the  hills  and  uplands 
that  rose  from  its  tortuous  bed. 

"We  passed  several  fishermen  mending  their  nets, 
the  season  for  netting  salmon  being  now  passed ; 
their  boats  were  lying  at  intervals  of  from  fifty 
to  two  hundred  yards  along  the  bank.  It  is,  in- 
deed, a  marvel  how  the  salmon  in  their  ascent 
succeed  in  escaping  enemies  so  numerous  and 
indefatigable.  Not  only  have  they  to  elude  the 
seal  and  the  otter,  the  latter  of  which  proves  a 
constant  foe,  up  to  the  very  highest  parts  of  the 
river,  but  the  nets  of  the  fishermen,  dovetailing 
together  as  they  do  from  the  opposite  banks,  and 
emplo^-ed  as  they  are  almost  unremittingly,  take 
the  fish  in  very  great  numbers.  At  one  place 
through  wliicli  we  passed,  where  there  was  a  small 
collection  of  fishermen's  huts,  we  were  told  that 
tliree  hundred  had  latelj'  been  taken  in  one  daj'. 
And  yet.  in  spite  of  these  disadvantages,  there  are 
three  rivers  at  the  head  of  this  frith,  and  dependent 
on  its  waters  for  their  supply  of  fish,  which 
nevertheless  afford  sport  almost  equal  to  the  best 
in  Scotland. 

As  we  approached  the  head  of  the  frith,  the 
clouds,  which  had  been  gathering  for  some  time, 
began  to  shed  a  scanty  rain.  This,  however,  did 
not  last  long  ;  a  breeze  springing  up  dispersed  the 
dampness,  and  e\erything  looked  promising  and 
bright.  The  scenery  now  grew  less  varied,  being 
chiefly  moorland,  gently  undulating ;  though  in 
the  distance  on  either  hand  there  were  lofty  and 
bold  hills  bounding  the  horizon.  A  three  hours' 
drive  brought  us  to  Scaurdale  Bridge,  whence  we 
had  a  ^  iew  of  the  quarters  we  were  to  occupy — a 
secluded  inn,  lately  rebuilt  in  a  pretty  style,  being 
a  one-storied  house,  forming  three  sides  of  a  square. 
We  jiaused  on  the  bridge  to  look  at  the  river 
rushing  beneath  us,  tlie  merits  of  which  we  pi'o- 
posed  soon  to  test.  There  were  some  picturesque 
little  Highland  bairns  playing  happily  on  its  bank, 
a  tame  roe-fawn  joining  fearlessly  in  their  sport, 
and  gambolling  gracefully  around,  as  they  stood  to 
inspect  the  strangers.  At  two  o'clock  we  drew  up 
in  "the  square,"  before  tlie  hotel  door;  saw  our 
pony  properly  cared  for,  having  brought  com  along 
with  us  (a  precaution,  by-the-bye,  always  to  be 
commended,  as  it  is  frequently  in  these  part  j  an 
utter  impossibility  to  procure  such  a  commodity, 
people  preferring  to  convert  their  oats  into  meal 
and  cakes  for  themselves,  rather  than  keep  it  "  on 
spec  "  for  an  occasional  horse) ;  and  having  com- 
mitted one  of  our  sea-trout  to  the  tender  care  of 
the  landlady,  with  the  injunction  that  she  should 
cook  it  for  us  at  once,  we  employed  the  interval  in 
preparing  our  tackle  for  the  coming  campaign, 
looking  over  our  fly-books,  and  discussing  the 
merits  of  the  sundry  gaudy-looking  formations 
therein.  The  culinary  department  was  not  of  the 
highest  order,  and  we  found  the  need  of  a  good 
appetite  to  make  our  meal  palatable. 

IBy  five  o'clock  we  were  down  by  the  bridge,  each 
with  an  attendant.  The  extent  of  water  to  be 
fished  was  not  much  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
but  all  of  it  good,  and  almost  evenly  divided  by  the 
bridge  on  which  we  stood.  Alister,  therefore,  took 
the  upper  part,  while  the  lower  fell  to  my  share. 

The  river  was  rather  too  much  flooded  and  the 
A\  ater  too  dark  for  good  sport ;  and  though  it  was  a 
most  beautiful  stream,  and  the  salmon  were  leap- 
ing in  all  directions,  they  were  not  disposed  to 
take  the  fly.  Occasionally  a  huge  tail  flapjied  on 
the  water,  and  reminded  one  of  the  existence  of 
the  fly,  but  numbers  passed  unheedingly  by. 

Towards  evening,  however,  as  the  sun  went 
down,  matters  began  to  improve.  I  had  changed 
my  fly,  by  the  advice  of  my  attendant,  Murdoch  ; 
Hnd,  stationed  on  a  rock  jutting  far  into  the  stream, 
I  threw  to  the  opposite  bank,  and  then  drew  my 
fly  gradually  across  a  likely-looking  eddy  just 
below  a  rapid,  to  which  he  had  directed  my  atten- 
tion. The  very  first  time  it  danced  across  the 
■water,  I  saw  six  or  seven  fish  rush  at  it ;  but,  in 
their  eagerness  hindering  each  other,  they  all  failed 
to  secure  the  little  attractive  insect  above  them.  I 
repeated  the  attempt,  and  again  there  was  the 
same  general  rush,  but  not  the  same  result.  A 


fish  was  hooked  ;  but  how  long  he  would  continue 
so  was  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  should  his 
present  wild  proceedmgs  continue.  For  ten 
minutes  he  fouglit  desperately,  rushing  fiercely 
backwards  and  forwards  across  the  stream,  in  a 
manner  that  bade  fair  each  moment  to  break  my 
line  across  some  of  the  many  big  stones  that 
studded  the  river's  bed.  This  first  burst  of  the 
storm,  however,  once  weathered,  I  perceived  a 
sensible  change  in  his  behaviour  ;  each  struggle 
became  less  prolonged,  and  my  line  was  gradually 
coming  home  to  me. 

But  the  difficulty  was  how  to  bring  him  within 
range  of  old  Murdoch's  landing-net.  I  was  still 
standing  on  the  stone  from  which  I  had  hooked 
tlie  fish,  and,  as  it  required  no  little  agility  to  reach 
it,  his  aged  limbs  were  unable  to  follow  me,  and 
the  boiling  waters  precluded  the  possibility  of 
wading.  My  only  plan,  therefore,  was  to  return  to 
the  bank ;  but  this  was  not  easily  done.  To  re- 
trace a  step  once  taken  is  often  difficult,  and  in  the 
present  instance  I  should  have  to  perform  a  suc- 
cession of  leaps  from  one  slippery  stony  point  to 
another,  witli  a  strong  salmon  pulling  at  me  the 
\\  hile,  and  the  certainty  that  if  I  slackened  my 
line  a  moment,  or  made  one  false  step,  he  would 
escape  me.  In  this  dilemma,  however,  Murdoch's 
experience  and  ingenuity  came  to  my  relief.  He 
pointed  out  to  me  a  stone,  which  I  could  gain 
without  any  very  great  difficulty,  and  where  he  could 
throw  me  the  handle  of  the  landing-net,  with  which 
I  might  feel  my  w  ay  and  balance  myself  steadily 
until  I  regained  ferra  finna. 

This  plan,  carried  out  coolly  and  deliberately,  as 
my  only  chance,  answered  thoroughly ;  and  I 
presently  found  myself  by  Miirdoch's  side,  safe 
myself,  and  the  salmon  still  feebly  struggling  on 
the  hook. 

The  danger  now  over,  I  drew  him  gradually  to 
the  bank,  and  Murdoch  lifted  him  lovingly  out  of 
the  water,  when,  to  our  astonishment,  we  found 
that  he  was  only  hooked  externally,  the  fly  having 
caught  in  his  gill  in  the  general  rush.  So  termin- 
ated my  sport  for  to-day ;  for,  on  looking  up,  I 
saw  Alister  on  the  bridge  waiting  for  me.  As  it 
was  growing  dusk,  and  the  river  not  yet  in  first- 
rate  order,  he  thought  we  had  better  postpone 
operations  till  tlie  morrow,  when,  if  no  more  rain 
fell,  the  water  would  be  clearer  and  the  fish  in  a 
more  taking  mood.  So  we  gave  up,  and  started 
for  the  inn.  Alister  had  himself  caught  a  couple 
of  good  fish — one  nearly  101b.  in  weight,  the  other 
about  21b.  less.  Our  creel  thus  far,  therefore,  was 
eleven  fish — eight  salmon  and  three  sea-trout. 

After  again  attackmg  the  cold  salmon  and  vine- 
gar, oat-cake,  and  a  most  disagreeably-flavoured 
cheese,  forming  the  second  and  last  course,  I 
enjoyed  a  most  delightful  ramble  by  moonlight, 
and  we  then  sought  our  pillows.  So  unprepossess- 
ing, however,  was  the  whole  appearance  of  our 
pallets,  and  so  overstocked  were  they  with  a  very 
active  as  well  as  biting  kind  of  little  creature,  that 
I  preferred  rolling  myself  up  in  my  rug  and  plaid, 
and  sleeping  on  the  outside — an  example  which  my 
companion  was  glad  to  follow  after  an  hour's  ex- 
perience of  the  inside.  But  so  much  had  the  sleep- 
ing hours  of  the  previous  night  been  curtailed  by 
our  early  drive,  that,  once  stretched  there,  we  found 
no  difticulty  in  getting  to  sleep  ;  and  the  sun  was 
high  in  the  heavens  next  morning  before  we  were 
aroused  by  a  jesting  message  from  the  impatient 
gillies,  Murdoch  and  Hector,  that  the  salmon 
would  be  all  up  the  falls  and  caught  in  the  traps 
above,  unless  we  were  at  them  speedily. 

The  breakfast — not  being  much  more  tempting 
than  the  beds — was  quickly  discussed,  and  we  then 
sallied  forth.  This  time  we  both  commenced 
fishing  at  the  falls,  within  a  few  yards  of  each 
other,  but  on  opposite  sides  of  the  river,  and 
working  down-stream.  The  fish  were  as  thick  as 
possible,  and  quite  jostled  each  other  as  they 
rushed  in  crowds  at  the  fly,  and  scarcely  a  moment 
passed  without  one  or  two,  sometimes  four  or  five, 
being  visible,  as  they  dashed  up  the  runnels  in 
sport  or  sprang  lustily  into  the  air. 

I  rose  numbers,  and  pricked  several,  before  I 
succeeded  in  hooking  one.  But  eventually  I  did 
hook  one  in  a  very  narrow  part  of  the  river,  where 
it  was  rushing  fiercely  through  a  huge  cleft  in  the 
rocks.  At  first  he  took  down  the  stream  at  a 
fearful  pace,  and  I  thought  he  was  fairly  ofi'  to  the 
sea,  and  that  my  line  must  go  with  him  ;  but  my 
gillie  contrived  to  head  him,  and  by  throwing 
stones  as  he  reached  some  calmer  water^drove  him 
up  the  stream  again.     This,  however,  was  no  | 


improvement.  One  of  the  most  critical  stages  of  a 
salmon's  struggles  is  when  he  turns  back  and 
rushes  towards  the  fisherman.  It  is  next  to  im- 
possible to  wind  up  the  line  fast  enough  if  the  fish 
is  darting  as  rapidly  as  he  generally  docs  ;  and  the 
danger  then  is  that  the  tackle,  catching  on  some 
stone  or  other  obstacle,  may  be  suddenly  snapped, 
or  that,  if  it  becomes  slack,  the  fish  may,  as  he 
can  in  a  moment,  suck  it  out  of  his  flesh  and 
escape.  On  the  present  occasion  I  wound  up  my 
line  as  fast  as  I  possibly  could,  but  it  would  not 
do ;  and  I  was  obliged  to  run  backwards  to  keep 
my  line  taut,  at  the  risk  of  tumbling  over  the 
stones  and  breaking  my  rod,  line,  and  shins 
together.  However,  as  the  fish  fortunately  did  not 
escape,  this  rush  up  the  stream  told  considerably 
upon  him,  and  gave  me  a  material  advantage,  for 
he  now  had  not  only  me  but  the  force  of  the 
current  to  contend  with — a  coalition  which  soon 
proved  too  much  for  him.  He  weighed,  according 
to  Murdoch's  calculation,  about  seven  pounds,  and 
there  were  several  sea-lice  still  upon  him,  thus 
proving  that  he  was  just  fresh  from  the  sea.  I 
caught,  in  the  course  of  the  next  three  hours,  four 
more  salmon  of  about  the  same  weight,  and  most 
of  them  still  carrying  sea-lice  ;  one  was  wounded 
in  the  shoulder,  having  evidently  had  a  narrow 
escape  with  his  life  from  some  seal.  I  was  now 
joined  by  Alister,  in  a  bad  humour  for  having,  like 
myself,  missed  so  many  fish  ;  however,  he  had  no 
great  cause  of  complaint,  being  accompanied  by 
Hector  bearing  six  very  nice  salmon,  none  weigh- 
ing less  than  seven  pounds.  And  now,  having  so 
many  miles  between  us  and  our  headquarters,  we 
packed  up  our  traps,  and,  the  little  Highlander 
once  more  yoked  to  the  dogcart,  we  started  for 
home,  highly  delighted  with  our  success.  In  about 
seven  hours,  putting  the  separate  times  together, 
we  had  taken  in  all  twenty-two  fish — nineteen 
salmon  and  three  sea-trout.  I  doubt  if  I  shall 
ever  enjoy  better  sport,  or  be  more  gratified 
altogether.  Had  we  been  able  to  fish  the  whole  of 
the  two  days,  we  should  in  all  probability  have 
taken  not  far  short  of  a  score  each ;  but  we  had 
done  sufficiently  well  to  satisfy  the  most  fastidious 
and  ardent  votary  of  the  angle. 


EOBEET  THE  LEATHEE-CUTTEK. 


EoBERT,  though  short  and  moderately  stout,  is, 
like  John  the  Hyperbole,  in  the  "  sear  and  yellow 
leaf  of  his  age."  Though  unlike  he  is  also,  in 
some  resj^ects,  like  John,  whom  he  well  knows. 
The  one  is  a  Unionist,  the  other  is  a  Democrat ; 
both  constantly  on  the  warpath ;  both  widowers, 
though  John  has  children,  and  Kobert  has  not ;  both 
good  anglers,  intent  on  good  creels,  and  abhorring 
empty  baskets ;  both  not  too  particular  how  they 
are  filled ;  both  with  a  good  gift  of  the  gab  ;  and 
both  with  more  than  the  average  of  intelligence  of 
their  companions  of  Tweedside.  It  is  obvious  that 
both  in  the  same  "  public  "  are  apt  to  make  things 
lively.  It  would  be  difficult  to  say  which  of  them 
is  the  most  methodical  in  his  manner  of  procedure 
on  the  river-sides  when  on  fishing  bent.  Both  know 
the  gromid  above  and  below  water  about  equally 
well.  Perhaps  John  would  have  the  best  of  it 
travelling  further  afield. 

The  Tweed  and  its  tributaries  are  all  well  known. 
Wooler  has  been  visited,  so  has  the  valley  of  the 
Eye  by  Robert.  From  Eyemouth  to  Grant's 
House  (the  same  Grant's  House  you  see  between 
Berwick  and  Dunbar)  Robert  has  travelled  with  his 
eye  if  not  with  his  feet,  for  it  has  a  curiously 
circuitous  course,  obviating  too  close  following. 
John  is  for  russet,  so  is  Robert ;  and  in  many  other 
ways  they  agree  in  their  arrangements,  such  as 
gear,  capacity  to  adopt  any  kind  of  fishing  that 
seems  to  promise  most  success  ;  both  are  patient 
men,  who  "  bide  their  time."  Yet  this  is  far  from 
being  "  the  counterfeit  presentment  of  two 
brothers." 

What  then  does  the  difference  consist  in  ? 
Both  are  not  particular  how  they  catch  their  fish 
so  long  as  they  do  catch  them.  Both  are  successful 
anglers.  There  is  this  difference  besides  those 
already  referred  to.  John  does  as  he  likes,  and 
says,  "  those  who  don't  like  it  may  just  lump  it." 
Robert  is  of  a  more  metaphysical,  argumentative 
character,  and  will  tell  you  "  he  can't  see  this," 
and  "  he  cannot  see  that,"  always  seeking  to  justify 
himself  to  himself  and  to  you  if  he  can.  Though 
a  high-spirited  man,  I  have  told  him  "  that  there 
are  none  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see,"  and 
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that  "  whore  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way."  Then 
he  would  pour  it  into  me  hot,  and  I  woulil  reply 
tliat  I  had  not  yet  found  a  Tweedside  man  who 
was  not  always  ready  on  the  shortest  notice  with  a 
theory  in  justification  of  his  procedure  in  relation 
to  fishing  matters. 

.John  is  more  after  the  "Whitby  carriers'  style- 
he  drinks,  he  poaches,  he  does  what  he  likes, 
"  because  he  likes  it !  "  He  agrees  with  the  afore- 
said Whitby  carrier  that  that  is  an  unanswerable 
argument.  Eobert  is  a  Yorkshire  Bill,  and  is  a 
hard  one;  he  has  no  scruple  about  the  use  of 
salmon-roe  for  fishing  with,  though  in  view  of  the 
risks  he  considers  it  to  be  advisable,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  policy,  to  let  it  alone,  as  the  consequences 
may  be  unpleasant.  "  Fear  to  offend,  for  mark  the 
end."  That,  however,  serves  to  illustrate  one  of 
the  "  things  he  cannot  see,"  and  all  the  argument 
in  the  world  would  not  move  him  the  least  bit. 

Why  should  he  not  catch  fish  in  the  best  way  he 
knows  •?  He  "  does  not  come  up  the  Whitadder  to 
play  himself,"  therefore  less  red  tape — no  hindrance 
as  to  how,  when,  or  where  fish  should  be  caught. 
Robert  is  a  strict  teetotaler — drink  does  not  agree 
with  him ;  he  knows  that  so-called  lemonade, 
mineral  waters,  soda-water,  Kop's  ale,  etc.,  are 
"  vile  stuffs,  but  how  do  we  know  what  is  in  the 
beer?  one  must  drink  something." 

As  for  the  drinking  of  beer  being  a  fine  old 
old  English  institution,  he  laughs  ;  "  what  does  he 
care  about  that  ?  "  "  Some  old  institutions  want 
to  be  done  away  with,  and  good  new  institutions 
established."  "As  a  tradesman  takes  stock  so 
should  the  nation,  and  get  rid  of  old  shopkeepers 
eating  their  heads  off !  "  He  is  not  bigoted  about 
teetotalism,  no  fanaticism  with  him;  "the  less  he 
drinks  the  more  there  will  be  for  other  folks." 
Another  good  point  he  has  is  this,  he  does  not  "  let 
the  sun  go  dovra  upon  his  wrath."  You  may  have 
a  political  row,  and  give  him  a  good  abusing 
for  bemg  a  pro-Boer  at  night,  but  meet  him 
in  the  morning  and  he  comes  up  with  his 
cheerful,  smiling,  ruddy  coimtenance  and  does 
not  refer  to  the  matter  unless  you  broach  the 
subject,  when  you  are  likely  to  find  him  in  a  pensive 
mood.  When  all  is  said  and  done  a  man  has  a 
right  to  be  a  pro-Boer  if  he  likes  ;  "  it  is  a  free 
country,"  as  we  say  at  Sunderland,  "and  every 
man  has  a  right  to  his  own  opinions." 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  give  an  erroneous 
idea  of  Eobert  the  Leather-cutter;  he  is  a  kind, 
courteous  man,  with  a  high  sense  of  honour 
— in  fact,  a  ceremonious  man,  an  old  Chartist, 
one  of  a  school  fast  passing  away.  If  John  were 
meeting  a  youthful  angler  on  Tweedside  with  a 
new  rod,  etc.,  he,  after  taking  his  man  in  with  a 
glance,  would  look  attentively  at  his  rod.  Then 
he  would  ask  blandly  and  demurely  to  be  allowed 
to  handle  it,  would  admire  it,  say  "  it  was  a  good 
one,  that  he  lilied  to  handle  such,"  and  return  it 
with  a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye  and  face.  Then 
h;  would  say  with  much  less  demureness,  "You 
and  I  differ— you  like  glitter  and  varnish,  I  like 
my  rod  plain  rt'ithout  glitter,  and  I  fancy  mine  will 
do  the  most  execution  this  day."  All  with  com-tesy, 
gentleness,  and  friendliness. 

Eobert  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  good  tradesman, 
in  comfortable  circumstances,  genial,  positive, 
argumentative,  and  tolerably  well-informed,  hale 
and  hearty,  can  do  his  dozen  miles  a  day  with  all 
]iis  impedimenta— very  good  for  seventy.  As  I 
have  said,  he  belongs  to  a  school  fast  passing  away  ; 
some  of  his  mates  have  slipped  away  lately  through 
the  bridge  of  the  "  Vision  of  Murza."  When  he 
goes,  those  who  may  be  left  will  say,  "  he  was  not 
a  bad  sort,  and  we  ne'er  shall  see  his  like  again." 

One  item — I  ought  to  add  it — is  this  :  Eobert  is 
of  opinion  that  there  need  be  no  close  time  for  trout 
fishing,  as  nature  itself  provides  one  with  the 
climatic  conditions.  John  the  Hyperbole  agrees 
with  Eobert.  A  suitable  epitaph  for  Eobert 
would  be  a  couple  of  lines  from  the  "Ancient 
Mariner  " — 

He  prayeth  best,  who  loveth  best 
Both  man,  and  bird,  and  beast. 

J.  J.  H. 


Ltra  PISCATORIA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishine  and 
Fishennen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'T,yra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Jmateur  Angler 
says  :  "AH  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
Piiything  1  remember."  The  book  may  he  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Oarden,  at  the 
teduced  price  of  2i.  6d. 


THE  SEASON  ON  THE  DAEENTH. 


Thk  results  of  trout  fishing  on  this  lovely  little 
river  will  not  take  many  lines  to  describe  as  far  as 
I  am  acquainted  with  them. 

On  the  Lion  water  very  few  rods  have  been  out, 
and  sport  has  been  of  an  uncertain  character.  On 
the  whole  this  section  of  the  stream  seems  better 
stocked  than  last  season ;  this  is  partly  owing  to 
the  numbers  of  young  fish  introduced  by  the  lessee 
of  "  Frank's,"  immediately  below.  The  size  of  the 
fish  taken  has  been  fairly  good,  the  average  being 
certainly  over  half  a  pound. 

I  have  heard  very  little  of  the  waters  above,  but 
know  there  are  a  great  many  jack  in  the  mill  water 
at  Shoreham,  just  above  Mildmay's. 

The  Horton  Kirby  water,  close  to  Famingham 
Station,  seems  to  be  in  a  bad  way,  many  of  the 
subscribers  having  left  it,  but  there  must  be  some 
good  fish  there  still  if  only  they  could  be  properly 
looked  after. 

Below  the  South  Darenth  Paper  Mill  (which  has 
just  changed  hands)  fish  are  scarce  and  poachers 
plentiful.  Still,  some  sport  can  be  had  by  the 
patient  angler  if  he  will  tackle  the  difficulties 
caused  by  wooded  and  weedy  water  and  scarce 
and  shy  fish.  I  had  two  this  season  going  nearly 
31b.  together,  and  a  good  many  smaller  fish,  chiefly 
from  ^Ib  to  i;lb.,  but  blanks  were  frequent,  and  few 
anglers  would  consider  the  game  worth  the  candle. 

Nevertheless,  if  only  poaching  (which  I  saw  in  full 
progress)  could  be  stopped,  and  the  stream  properly 
looked  after  and  well  stocked,  the  place  might  be 
made  almost  an  angler's  paradise,  but  it  would 
cost  a  good  deal,  for  an  experienced  man  constantly 
on  the  watch  would  be  essential,  and  one  might 
not  be  enough. 

Stocking  with  yearlings  would  do  very  well,  as 
there  are  hardly  any  jack  about ;  I  did  not  see  one 
this  year.  I  put  in  fifty  yearlings  last  season,  and 
caught  (and  returned)  several  this  summer,  so  they 
have  probably  thriven. 

As  a  rule  the  fish  here  wi'l  not  touch  a  wet  fly, 
and  refuse  one  that  drags,  but  in  the  spring  they 
are  less  particular.  The  Olive  Dun  did  the  most 
execution,  and  the  Sedges  were  occasionally  taken 
in  the  evening.  The  Badger,  on  a  000  hook,  was, 
perhaps,  the  best  of  all,  as  it  was  taken  when 
nothing  else  would  do. 

The  sport  was  exceedingly  variable,  as  after  two 
or  three  blank  evenings  I  sometimes  had  two  brace 
in  an  hour  or  two,  and  that  more  than  once.  The 
condition  of  the  water  has  been  generally  much 
better  than  last  year.  It  has  nearly  always  been 
clear,  and  care  must  have  been  taken  by  the  millers 
to  abate  the  pollution  which  prevailed. 

J.  Paul  Tayloe. 


THE  DECLINE   OP   SPOKT  IN 
NOEWAY. 


"  There  is  no  denying  the  fact  that  for  some 
time  past,  from  one  cause  and  another,  things  in 
relation  to  sport  have  been  going  badly  in  Norway, 
and  it  is  jirobable  that  in  the  case  of  many  who 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  regularly  spending  the 
summer  and  autumn  in  that  country,  the  late 
wretched  salmon  angling  season  will  prove  the  last 
straw,  and  that  in  future  they  will  seek  their 
amusements  elsewhere. 

"With  but  few,  if  any,  exceptions,  all  the  rivers 
are  suffering  severely  from  the  effects  of  the  bag- 
nets,  which  now  number  some  eight  thousand  on 
the  coast  and  in  the  fjords,  and  which  go  on  in- 
creasing largely  year  by  year,  while  it  is  notorious 
that  in  many  places  the  owners  of  these  destructive 
engines  do  not  conform  to  the  regulations  in  regard 
to  the  weekly  close  time.  .  It  is  perfectly  right 
that  the  State  should  conduct  salmon  hatching  on 
an  extensive  scale,  and  so  provide  fish  for  the 
coast  netsmen.  Indeed,  unless  this  is  done,  the 
value  of  the  Norwegian  salmon  fisheries  will  ere 
long  be  seriously  diminished.  Under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, however,  it  is  not  very  apparent  what 
encouragement  there  is  for  riparian  owners  or  their 
angling  tenants.  Then,  again,  as  to  the  tenure  of 
salmon  angling.  In  former  days  the  tenant  dealt 
directly  with  the  riparian  owners ;  the  latter 
received  payment  in  the  form  of  rent,  and  the 
association  was  generally  a  pleasant  one.  Now.  in 
a  great  majority  of  cases,  the  angler  is  the  sub- 
tenant. He  is  merely  the  representative  of  the 
person  who  is  called  an  "  agent,"  but  who  is  really 


a  speculator,  either  English,  Norwegian,  or  .\nglo. 
Norwegian  ;  the  rent  he  pays  for  the  right  to  fish 
is  an  altogether  diOerent  matter  from  the  sum 
which  the  owner  receives,  and  the  discovery  of  the 
discrepancy  is  not  calculated  to  produce  a  good 
inapression  on  either  side.  Both  are  apt  to  con- 
ceive that  they  have  been  "  had,"  more  especially 
the  English  sub-tenant  when  sport  is  so  wretched 
as  it  was  this  year,  and  as  it  has  been  on  a  good 
many  rivers  for  some  seasons  past.  Not  so  long 
ago,  when  water  ran  short,  and  the  supply  of  snow 
proved  inadequate  to  keeping  the  river  up  to  angling 
level  for  the  ordinary  length  of  time,  unlimited 
trout  fishing  was  usually  available.  Now  the  Nor- 
wegians harry  their  lochs  and  streams  to  an  extent 
which  is  truly  melancholy  ;  there  is  no  law  to  pre- 
vent them  doing  so  ;  they  net  hard  at  all  times  of 
the  year,  but  more  especially  during  the  sjjawning 
season,  when  the  fish  run  up  the  tributaries,  and 
can  be  captured  cn  nias.sr  with  ease  ;  they  "  otter  " 
and  they  spear.  And  the  result  is  that  it  is  no 
easy  matter  nowadays  to  get  good  free  trouting, 
unless  by  enduring  much  physical  discomfort  in  a 
dirty  hut  or  saeter,  or  in  a  tent." — The  Field. 


BOUNDEEBY'S  TALE. 


"  Yes,"  said  Bounderby,  "  I  have  had  a  fishing 
adventure  or  two.  A  couple  of  years  ago  I  took  a 
three  weeks'  holiday,  and  went  North  to  fish  the 
lower  waters  of  the  Yorkshire  Swale,  a  river  that  is 
a  favourite  with  that  class  of  fishermen  who  wish 
for  quiet  and  real  sport,  not  record  takes.  ]My 
favourite  mode  of  fishing  is  trolling  for  pike,  and 
this  part  of  the  Swale  is  fairly  well  stocked  with 
these  fish,  though  I  did  not  neglect  to  take  other 
tackle  besides  that  suited  to  pike  fishing. 

"  I  left  King's  Cross  at  11.55  a.m.,  got  to  York 
at  5  p.m.,  left  the  main  line  at  Pilmoor  .Jimction, 
changed  into  the  Pilmoor  and  Harrogate  train,  and 
landed  at  my  destination — Brafferton  Station — ■ 
about  6.  I  put  up  at  a  quiet  little  hostelry  in 
Helperby,  a  little  clean-looking  village  joined  on  to 
that  of  Brafferton,  and  next  morning  I  set  about 
fishing.  The  river  runs  close  to  the  village,  and 
was  at  one  time  navigable  for  lighters  for  a  good 
way  up,  but  is  not  at  present,  the  railway  giving  it 
its  death-blow  long  ago. 

'  Taking  my  trolling  tackle,  I  struck  out  for 
Thornton  Bridge,  crossed  the  river  and  the  mouth 
of  a  small  brook  just  above  the  bridge,  and  started 
to  try  my  luck  upstream.  I  first  fished  with  a 
spoon  bait  and  then  with  a  Phantom,  but  luck 
did  not  come,  and  by  noon  I  determined  to  catch  a 
small  fish  and  try  a  live  bait.  With  a  bit  of 
paste  a  small  dace  was  soon  hooked,  and  with 
proper  handling  was  quickly  fixed  and  dangling 
in  the  water.  Better  luck  now  set  in,  for  before 
another  hour  was  over  I  had  landed  a  nice 
51b.  jack,  but  he  mauled  the  bait  so  severely  that  I 
had  to  catch  another.  A  little  farther  on  I  had 
another  catch,  this  time  a  3  J  lb.  chub.  Feeling 
tired  and  hungry,  and  being  close  to  the  little 
village  of  Cundall,  I  made  for  the  small  inn  at  that 
place  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  rest,  a  light 
luncheon,  and  a  smoke. 

"  The  inn  bears  the  sign  of  the  Eagle,  and  the 
legend  connected  therewith  is  that  some  time  in 
the  misty  past  an  immense  eagle  visited  the  dead 
carcase  of  a  horse  in  an  adjacent  field  and  was  shot 
at  but  only  wounded  by  a  keeper  ;  it  then  flew  at 
him,  and  was  killed  by  his  pushing  the  gun  down 
its  throat.  Upon  an  old  signboard  in  existence 
thirty  years  ago  the  tragedy  was  depicted  just  at 
its  climax,  but,  it  my  memory  serves  me  right,  the 
signboard  at  the  time  of  my  visit  contained  nothing 
but  lettering. 

"  Most  village  inns  are  very  quiet  during  the 
daytime,  and  the  Eagle  is  no  exception  to  the  rule, 
though  I  did  not  happen  to  be  the  only  customer, 
for  the  common  room  was  tenpnted  by  a  couple  of 
individuals,  one  of  whom  I  tout  d  to  be  a  commercial 
and  the  other  a  fisherman,  like  myself.  Now,  when 
brother  fishermen  meet,  as  all  fishermen  know,  the 
conversation  alwaj's  becomes  shoppy — '  whopping 
lies '  as  non  initiates  irrelevantly  term  it.  The 
stranger  and  I  were  not  long  before  we  fraternised 
and  determined  to  be  companions  and  fish  and 
lodge  together  until  the  end  of  our  holidavs,  or  at 
least  until  mine  were  ended,  which  happened  the 
day  before  that  of  my  new  chum. 

"  The  name  of  my  companion  was  Thomas — 
Christian  name,  Jim — and  1  soon  began  to  congratu- 
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late  myself  with  being  so  lucky  as  to  drop  upon  such 
a  congenial  acquaintance.  I  never,  either  before 
or  since,  met  such  an  even-tempered  mortal,  a  man 
who  kept  his  temper  and  spuits  and  tried  to  keep 
me  in  a  good  humour,  no  matter  what  trials  might 
arise. 

"  If  luck  was  bad  he  would  fish  contentedly  all 
the  day  long  and  as  far  into  the  night  as  the  light 
would  permit,  all  the  time  keeping  up  my  spirits 
by  detailing  some  similar  experience  of  his  that 
always  ended  up  by  a  record  catch  taken  after  hope 
was  lost. 

"  Minor  troubles— such  as  wet  or  cold,  the  loss  of 
a  bait-can  or  tackle,  a  smashed  rod,  an  accidental 
slip  off  the  bank  into  the  water,  or  the  loss  of  a 
well-hooked  fish — he  paid  not  the  slightest  attention 
to,  except  to  adapt  himself  to  existing  circumstances 
as  quickly  as  possible.  I  remember  that  upon  one 
occasion  when  the  luck  was  very  moderate,  and  the 
air  raw  and  cold,  our  last  match  failed.  He  simply 
said  '  How  unfortunate,'  and  returned  the  pipe  to 
his  pocket.  He  was  a  thorough  fisherman,  despite 
his  serene  temper,  and  seemed  to  have  the  knack, 
possessed  by  so  few,  of  knowing  exactly  the  effect 
of  the  weather  upon  the  habits  of  the  fish,  and 
although  he  had  his  off  days  (who  has  not  ?),  he 
rarely  failed  to  make  a  respectable  catch. 

"  Now,  it  is  the  custom  with  members  of  my 
club  to  have  set  up  for  club  adornment  any  particu- 
larly fine  fish  that  may  be  caught,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  season  the  member  whose  quarry  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  best  fish  of  the  year  is  ^^resented 
with  a  gold  medal  for  his  prowess.  This  being  the 
case,  when  Thomas  informed  me  that  he  had  clapped 
eyes  upon  a  401b.  pike  disappearing  in  the  depth  of  a 
likely-looking  pool,  though  I  hardly  dared  to  believe 
him,  I  resolved  to  try  and  secure  the  fish  if  possible, 
on  the  off-chance  of  its  being  a  good  one.  But 
after  fishing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pool  where  the 
pilce  had  been  sighted  for  three  long  days,  my 
ardour  abated,  and  I  began  to  think  that  Thomas 
had  been  joking  with  me,  notwithstanding  his 
reiterated  assurances  that  such  was  not  the  case. 
But  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  just  when 
packing  up  my  tackle  for  the  night,  I  saw  him 
for  myself,  and  my  hopes  revived.  Next  morning, 
directly  after  throwing  in,  I  hooked  him  with  a  live 
frog,  and  then  began  a  battle,  with  Thomas  as 
witness  and  gaffsman.  Despite  his  size  and 
strength,  he  made  a  poor  fight  of  it  after  the  first 
rush  or  two,  and  was  brought  to  gaff  in  about  ten 
minutes,  the  banks  of  the  stream  and  depth  of  the 
water  at  the  side  being  very  suitable.  Certainly  he 
was  a  beauty,  and  a  big  one,  too,  but  we  could  not 
weigh  him  with  our  pocket  scales,  so  borrowing  a 
sack  from  a  neighbouring  farm  we  set  oft'  for  our 
quarters  exultingly.  When  upon  the  scales  he 
weighed  301b.,  so  that  I  felt  sure  of  the  gold  medal, 
and,  being  both  young  and  enthusiastic,  determined 
to  return  home  next  day,  taking  my  fish  straight 
to  the  club,  for  a  '  flyer,'  I  suppose,  and  then 
sending  it  to  the  taxidermist  for  preservation, 
wiring  to  a  few  special  chums  to  be  there  to 
greet  me. 

"  Thomas  slipped  off  to  Harrogate  for  some  ice, 
a  local  carpenter  constructed  a  box,  and  with  help 
from  Thomas  !•  packed  the  fish  properly.  Next 
morning  Thomas  saw  me  off.  Then  London;  a 
hansom;  a  group  of  fellows  gathered  round  a 
rough  deal  box,  with  James,  the  waiter,  unscrewing 
the  top.  Off  it  came  at  last,  and  reposing  grace- 
fully amid  ice-chunks  lay  a  fine — cod  1  Thomas 
had  had  a  huge  joke  at  my  expense,  and  robbed  me 
of  my  fish. 

•  *  »  *  * 

"  I  was  first  dazed,  then  furious,  then  laughed, 
grimly  perhaps,  though  I  have  a  sense  of  humour. 
But  joy  came  in  the  morning  in  the  shape  of  a 
letter  from  a  first-class  taxidermist,  stating  that  he 
had  received  a  pike  to  be  moimted  for  me  in  best 
style  at  a  friend's  expense,  and  another  from 
Thomas  offering  a  gracious  apology,  and  accom- 
j)anied  by  a  box  of  choice  Havaimahs.  I  got  the 
medal."  J.  T.  Bird. 


Mr.  Wiles,  vice-president  of  the  Collingwood 
.Angling  Society,  and  other  members  of  the  club  have 
been  enjoying  good  sport  amongst  both  fresh  and  salt 
water  fish  at  Slapton  Ley.  Some  splendid  rudd, 
perch,  etc.,  were  taken  by  the  party.  Although  the 
pike  were  not  Very  much  on  the  feed,  a  few  were  taken 
spinning,  the  best  fish  being  about  101b.,  and  eels  up 
to  31b.  Sea  fishing  in  Start  Bay  yielded  good  results 
in  heavy  takes  of  flat-fish,  among  which  were  many 
J ohn  Dorys,  which  abound  there. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Add 


Time  of  High  Water  in  tlie  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  min.  for  Chelsea.  J  55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   ,,     ,,  Piitney.  ahhJ^^   >'     >•  Richmond. 

45  ,,  „  Hammersmith.  -^""iSO  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50  ,,    „  Barnes.  (85  ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  veiy  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Brisoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.  12    1.38    1.55 

Sunday,  „  .13    2.11    2.27 

Monday,  ,,     14    2.43    2.58 

Tuesday,  „     15    3.13    3.28 

Wednesday,  „    16    3.45    4.  0 

Thursday,  „     17    4.15    4.31 

Friday,  ,,    IS    4.47    6.  3 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Henley). — Sport  has  been  very  quiet  here 
during  the  past  three  weeks.  A  good  downpour  is 
badly  needed  to  clear  the  river  of  the  fast  decaying 
weeds  and  floating  rubbish.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  water  is  very  clear,  with  very  little  stream.  Evening 
is  the  best  time  to  fish  just  now ;  the  careful  angler  can 
rely  on  getting  about  a  dozen  decent  roach  and  a 
few  "  tinkers  "  during  the  last  hour.  Messrs.  A.  E. 
Hobbs,  Clegg,  Dax,  Dicks,  and  others  have  been 
among  these  fish,  the  best  roach  I  know  of  weighing 
just  over  a  pound.  Mr.  G.  Clements,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett,  has  taken  a  brace  of  chub  weighing  just 
81b.,  casting  with  a  dead  frog.  Patrons  of  the 
"  General"  have  had  some  fair  sport.  A  pike  weigh- 
ing just  161b.  was  picked  up  dead  on  Oct.  5  near 
Marsh  Lock  ;  it  was  in  fair  condition,  measuring  forty- 
one  inches  in  length,  and  was  supposed  to  have  met  its 
death  through  coming  in  contact  with  the  mill  wheel 
or  the  propeller  of  a  steam  launch.  I  have  the  head 
of  the  brute,  which  is  big  enough  for  a  twenty 
pounder.  The  bank  anglers  had  a  bad  time  of  it  on 
Oct.  C,  it  being  a,lmost  impossible  to  get  a  swim  any- 
where out  of  the  very  rough  wind. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — River  rather 

low  for  time  of  year.  Several  rods  have  been  fishing 
from  the  Trout,  and  with  fair  sport,  but  nothing  big. 
Coin  thirty  miles  in  length,  Leach  twenty  miles.  Cole 
six  or  seven.  All  run  into  the  St.  John's  Bridge  four- 
mile  stretch.  Report  of  25th  May  should  have  said 
trout,  chub,  and  dace. — Rambler. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). — Roach  angling 
has  received  a  temporary  check  owing  to  strong  winds 
with  heavy  rains,  but  the  river  is  much  benefited,  and 
the  dead  weeds,  also  the  duck-weed  pest,  are  gone,  so  that 
with  settled  weather  prospects  must  be  good.  The 
roach  are  now  getting  into  deeper  water,  but  the  perch, 
which  are  numerous  here  this  season,  are  giving  sport. 
We  hope  now  to  have  a  better  chance  with  the  pike 
which  are  numerous  all  the  way  on  to  Upware. — 
John  O.  Geobge,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bures  (Suffolk).  —  The  weather  has  been  very 
unsettled  during  the  last  week  and  fishing  has  been 
very  slow.  A  few  roach  have  been  taken  but  nothing 
of  any  class.  The  water  has  just  a  shade  of 
colour  in  it,  but  no  stream  on  and  a  lot  more 
rain  is  required  to  make  roach  fishing  a  success. — 
W.  Bainbridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.  (Bast  Oloucestershire).— 
The  trouting  season  is  again  a  thing  of  the  past  and 
will  not  open  again  until  the  1st  of  April  next.  On 
the  whole  it  may  be  said  to  have  been  quite  up  to  the 
average,  for  some  good  trout  were  creeled  in  the 
autumn  fishings  on  the  Coin,  both  on  hotel  and 
private  waters.  The  best  trout  have  ranged  41b. 
(Whelford  waters),  31b.  (Pairford  Park),  3Jlb.  (Bull 
Hotel  waters),  and  2Jlb.  ;  a  three-pounder  on  the 
Leach,  two  of  61b.  and  41b.  on  the  Windrush  (Mr. 
Brown,  of  Burford),  down  to  Jib.  and  fib.  on  the 
upper  reaches,  where  the  trout  run  small.  I  parti- 
cipated in  one  of  the  best  catches  on  the  Upper 
Coin  with  ten  brace  to  two  rods  in  a  few  hours,  and 
returning  another  ten  brace  of  half-pounders. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  trout  season  ended  with 
September  in  all  the  rivers  of  Cornwall,  and  not  much 
that  is  good  can  be  said  of  it.  In  the  preserved  waters 
of  the  Tamar,  Fowey,  and  Invey  there  has  been  no 
scarcity  of  fish,  nor,  indeed,  has  there  been  any- 
where. Every  freshet  brought  sport,  but  the  freshets 
were  very  few  indeed.  For  two  months  the 
rivers  have  been  extremely  low  and  clear,  and 
fly-fishing,  except  in  the  twilight,  has  been  very 
poor.  The  number  of  licences  does  not,  of  course, 
increase,  and  conservators  and  associations  have  a 
difficulty  in  making  both  ends  meet,  much  less  has 
there  been  the  necessary  wherewithal  to  re-stock  the 
open  waters  with  trout.  Peal  have  run  very  well  this 
year,  and  within  the  past  month  or  six  weeks  the 


water  has  been,  on  the  whole,  in  fair  condition  for 
sport.  Baskets  of  seven,  eight,  and  even  a  dozen  have 
been  taken  at  a  fishing  in  the  Fowey,  and  some  of  the 
fish  have  weighed  between  three  and  four  pounds. 
The  time  for  these  fish,  however,  is  getting  near  a 
close,  and  peel  are  river-marked  and  dark.  Salmon 
are  coming  up  the  Camel  and  Fowey  in  increasing 
quantities. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Very  few  fisher- 
men have  been  out  since  last  week,  and  consequently 
catches  have  been  small.  The  water  has  risen  slightly. 
On  Oct.  5  Captain  Ryan,  of  Totnes,  fishing  between 
Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh,  landed  a  111b.  salmon.  The 
season  closes  on  Oct.  15. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— The  river  still  keeps 
very  low  and  clear.  Fishing  very  much  in  abeyance. 
We  want  a  good  heavy  rainfall.  We  are  having  at 
time  of  writing  (Oct.  8)  very  cold  weather  and  frosty 
nights. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  streams  have 
risen  as  the  result  of  the  recent  rain,  and  some  fair 
takes  of  peal  have  been  made. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.  —  Sport  has  improved 
since  our  last  report.  Mr.  W.  H.  Cooper  has  been 
doing  very  well  on  the  Uttoxeter  length  of  the  Dove, 
the  killing  fly  being  the  October  Dun.  We  are  getting 
water  enough  now.  There  is  a  colour  on  below  this 
place. — D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Bden  (Carlisle). — Last  week's  anticipations  have 
proved  correct.  Evidently  a  large  number  of  salmon 
left  the  Sol  way  as  soon  as  they  got  a  running  water. 
Most  of  them  seem  to  have  made  for  the  upper 
districts,  which  is  always  the  case  with  the  first 
autumn  run.  This  is  shown  by  the  returns  of  sport 
given  below.  The  curious  thing  is  that  the  lowest 
stretches  of  the  river  have  done  better  than  the 
middle  ones.  Fish  have  taken  the  pass  at  Armathwaite 
freely.  On  Oct.  1  Mr.  W.  Wilson  killed  a  splendid 
well-grown  fish  of  321b.  below  Carlisle.  On  the  2nd 
Mr.  Hey  wood  Thompson  had  two  (201b.,  26ilb.),  in  the 
Nunwick  Hall  water.  On  the  3rd  Mr.  G.  Paley,  two 
(161b.,  191b.),  and  Mr.  H.  Cadman,  one  (131b.),  in  the 
Edenhall  water,  and  Mr.  Scott,  two  (91b.,  81b.)  in  the 
Eamont.  On  the  5th  Mr.  G.  Paley,  two  (81b.,  241b.), 
at  Edenhall,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  IllingWorth,  two  (91b., 
161b.),  in  the  Eamont.  On  the  7th  Mr.  P.  W.  Holden, 
one  (171b.),  Mr.  lUingworth,  one  (171b.),  and  Mr. 
Scott,  two,  all  in  the  Eamont.  On  the  8th  Mr.  W.  B. 
Ledgard,  one  (131b.),  in  the  Eamont;  Mr.  P.  W. 
Manson,  one  (201b.),  at  Edenhall ;  Mr.  John  Blackbm-n, 
one  (161b.) ;  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Robinson,  one  (121b.), 
at  Grinsdaie  ;  and  Sergt.  Steer,  one  (91b.),  near  Calisle, 
with  a  trout  rod.  River  dirty  to-day  (Wednesday). — 
Silver  Grey. 

Bsk  (Whitby).  —  A  few  heavy  showers  have 
fallen  during  the  past  few  days,  and  the  river 
has  been  slightly  freshened  in  consequence.  The 
smaller  streams  have  also  been  altered  somewhat 
in  condition,  but  the  fish  which  await  in  the 
tideway  have  not  ascended  the  weir  in  great 
force.  Several  anglers  have  plied  the  rod  on 
the  upper  waters,  but  an  accurate  record  of 
the  catches  is  not  to  hand.  In  the  tideway  several 
nice  takes  have  been  efiected,  the  fish  generally  being 
of  good  condition.  Sea-angling  continues  to  provide 
prolific  sport  on  the  piers  and  quay. — J.  Jackson 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
At  last  the  weather  has  taken  a  turn  in  the  direction 
favourable  to  angling.  This  is  especially  the  case 
in  the  Welland  district,  where  there  have  been 
some  good  captures  of  pike  and  other  fish. 
Pike  fishing  is  not  what  may  be  called 
good,  because  of  the  large  quantity  of  weeds 
in  the  best  waters.  A  piJje  may  be  hooked,  but  three 
to  one  it  is  lost  from  this  cause.  Complaints  of  losses 
of  fish  have  been  very  general  on  the  Forty-foot.  At 
the  lower  end  of  the  Forty-foot  there  has  also  been  a 
few  captures  of  roach,  about  Surfleet,  and  also  on 
the  drains  about  Wisbech.  Tench  fishing  is  also  said 
to  be  improved.  Maggots  and  creed  wheat  are  pro- 
ducing heavy  baskets. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — The  rains  since 
this  time  last  week  have  greatly  improved  fishing  on 
the  Idle.  We  have  also  had  a  sharp  night  frost  or 
two,  giving  promise  of  better  things  amongst  pike. 
Roach  and  dace  furnished  the  chief  catches,  but  now 
and  again  we  hear  of  anglers  getting  a  taste  of  chub 
and  grayling.  These  are  mostly  from  waters  above 
Retford.  Manchester  anglers  are  still  patronising  the 
waters  above  Althorpe.  Their  operations  are  limited 
nearer  home  from  the  dry  weather.  People  who 
patronise  this  water  and  the  Trent  up  towards  Newark 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  it  is  not  unlikely  something 
may  be  done  in  the  way  of  preventing  netting  coarse 
fish  here  in  its  entirety.  The  member  for  the  Central 
Division  of  Sheffield  has  taken  up  the  matter  by  asking 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  arrangements  to  stop  it. 
The  netting  all  arises  through  the  river  being  a  tidal 
one  through  this  district,  and  riparian  owners  have  no 
power  to  stop  it. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  has  been  refreshed  by  the  rains,  but 
sport  has  been  greatly  interfered  with  by  the  stormy 
weather.  To-day  (Oct.  10)  there  is  a  welcome  change 
in  this  direction,  and  should  the  weather  continue 
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favourable  some  nice  sport  ought  to  be  met  with  this 
week-end.  Roach  of  over  a  pound  and  some  dace  have 
been  landed  at  Hertford,  and  some  pike  and  roach  have 
been  taken  in  the  Broxbourne,  Cheshunt,and  Waltham 
Abbey  districts,  while  at  Ponders  End  several  nice  bream 
are  reported  captured  by  Mr.  Sharman,  the  best  scaling 
31b.  13oz.  Lasu  week  he  also  caught  a  pike  of  81b. 
there.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  another  wholesale 
destruction  of  fish  life  between  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's. 
Hundreds  of  fine  fish  have  been  destroyed.  One  of  the 
bream  taken  out  of  the  river  scaled  5Ib.  lOoz.,  and 
pike  up  to  111b.  were  turned  up.  Many  good  class 
roach  were  killed.  I  cannot  say  definitely  what 
caused  the  mischief,  but  I  strongly  suspect  "blue 
billy." — IzAAK  Walton. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Although  we  have  been  treated  to  a  variety  of  weather, 
including  fierce  storms  of  wind  and  rain,  yet  the  rivers 
are  not  perceptibly  affected,  and  are  still  particularly 
low  and  clear.  The  grayling  most  days  are  rising 
fairly  freely,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  best  flies  have  been  the  Whirling,  Mid  Blue,  Red 
Tag,  Silver  Dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear, 
Willows  and  Green  Insect.  Not  much  doing  with 
bottom  and  mid-water  baits.  A  slight  rise  of  water 
Tvould  be  welcomed ;  still  the  prospects  of  sport  in  the 
ooming  week  are  good.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Iiug'g  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
continue  low  and  clear,  but  are  in  slightly  better  order 
than  last  week,  there  being  a  little  more  water  in  them. 
The  weather  has  been  stormy  and  a  gale  has  passed 
over  the  district,  but  the  fall  of  rain  was  not  sufficient 
to  rise  the  water  much  and  a  good  flush  is  wanted  to 
clear  out  the  rivers  which  have  been  so  low  for  a  long 
time  and  are  getting  very  dirty  at  the  bottom.  Leaves 
now  do  not  improve  the  prospects  of  fishing.  Gray- 
hng  have  been  rising  fairly  well  and  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  and  used  fly  with  success,  and  some 
very  nice  grayling  landed.  Prospects  for  next  week 
fairly  good  ;  the  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear.— Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Boisterous  weather  having 
prevailed  during  the  whole  of  the  present  week,  coupled 
with  heavy  downpours  of  rain,  angling  has  been  a  bit 
off.  The  only  decent  catch  I  have  heard  of  is  a  good 
bag  of  roach  up  to  lib.  in  weight  at  Waternewton  bv 
Mr.  Noble,  Peterborough.  The  colder  weather  we  are 
experiencing,  with  the  occasional  night  frosts,  will 
after  a  while  put  the  river  in  condition  for  pike- 
fishing  as,  soon  as  the  weeds  die  down  and  wash 
away. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  late  rains  put  a  nice  colour 
into  the  water  temporarily,  but  the  boisterous  weather 
was  too  much  for  anglers,  and  the  few  who  ventured 
out  soon  returned.  Several  small  jack  were  taken, 
all  being  returned  to  the  water,  and  a  few  roach  up  to 
lib.  There  is  only  just  a  tinge  of  colour  now  (Wed- 
nesday) left  in  the  water;  some  anglers,  however, 
think  it  just  about  right  for  jack  fishing.— W.  N. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  in  better  condition  for 
fishing,  and  several  peel  of  81b.  to  101b.  have  been 
taken.  A  gentleman  from  Scotland,  who  I  sent  out 
on  the  Tavy  for  a  couple  of  days,  had  two  nice  peel, 
and  is  anxiously  looking  forward  to  go  out  again. 
Some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  also  on  the  Dart  and 
the  river  Cad  accounted  for  some  nice  trout  on  Mondav 
— William  Heaedee. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been 
of  the  most  boisterous  description,  with  cold  winds  and 
heavy  rain  showers,  but  the  wind  being  from  the  north- 
west the  rain  has  not  much  afiected  these  rivers, 
which  are  very  little  above  their  average  level.  Some 
nice  grayling  have  been  taken  from  the  Vyrnwy  in 
this  neighbourhood  and  all  in  good  condition  for  so 
early  in  the  season.  Coarse  fishing  is,  as  usual,  in  the 
ascendant,  as  far  as  sport  is  concerned,  and  since  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  has  been  preserved  very  good 
sport  is  being  had  in  it,  and  it  is  a  great  pity  that 
proper  steps  were  not  taken  many  years  ago  for  the 
proper  preservation  of  all  the  streams  in  this  part, 
which  at  that  time  abounded  with  fish  of  all  descrip- 
tions.— Vyenwy. 

Stour  (Grove  Perry).— The  river  has  been  in 
much  better  fishing  trim  since  the  rains  of  last  week. 
Mr.  W.  Hyland,  on  Monday,  had  a  capital  basket  of 
roach  and  bream ;  Mr.  Nayler  (Oglauders)  a  very  nice 
showof  roach,  several  over  lib.;  and  Mr.  Paine,  of 
Hastings,  has  enjoyed  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
pike.  Water  at  time  of  writing,  fairly  good  colour. — 
J.  K, 

Sussex   Rivers    and    Chichester    Canal.  — 

Although  the  past  week  has  not  been  up  to  anticipa- 
tion heavy  showers  have  greatly  improved  rivers,  and 
prospects  for  the  forthcoming  week  are  brighter.  Not 
much  has  been  done  in  the  Ouse.  A  few  dace  are 
notified  from  Lewes  and  from  Barcombe  Mills. 
From  Isfield  and  the  Fletching  district  a  few  pike,  but 
nothing  over  4^1b.  The  Adur  has  yielded  some  good 
roach.  Mr.  3.  Streeter,  fishing  above  the  New  Inn, 
captured  101b.  of  nice  roach,  and  other  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport.  The  Cuckmerfe  has  fished  better, 
yielding  good  bream  and  roach  ;  Mr.  G.  King  captured 
four  bream  weighing  101b.,  whilst  other  anglers  had 
good  baskets  of  bream  and  roach.    The  canal  at 


Chichester  is  in  good  colour,  but  weeds  are  a  great 
nuisance.  The  record  of  the  week  have  been  a  few 
bream,  up  to  21b.,  a  small  pike  taken  with  worm 
near  Donnington,  an  eel  of  2^1b.  taken  in  the  first 
reach  with  gentles,  and  a  lot  of  small  fry.  Flat-fish 
and  bass  from  the  Harbour,  but  nothing  heavy.— 
George  F.  Salteb. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Water  in  excellent 
fishing  order,  plenty  of  salmon  showing  up  and  some 
good  fish  landed.  Water  likely  to  be  good  for  some 
days  to  come  from  time  of  writing,  Oct.  8.— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). —  The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  clear  and  rather  low,  but  in  bettor  order 
for  angling  than  last  week,  it  having  been  visited  by 
some  heavy  falls  of  rain  since  Saturday.  The  weather 
is  very  unsettled  at  present.  Since  October  6  there 
has  been  quite  a  gale  of  wind  blowing  during  the 
night,  followed  by  fine,  dull  days.  The  rain  has 
greatly  refreshed  the  river,  and  angling  has  been 
better.  The  grayling  have  been  rising  well  during 
the  day,  the  cold  nights  bringing  the  larger  fish  more 
on  the  feed.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out 
this  week,  and  have  used  fly  with  success.  The 
best  flies  to  use  are  the  Willow,  Whirling  Blue, 
Green  Insect,  Bed  Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Hare's 
Ear,  Blue  Gnat,  and  Mid  Blue.  Bottom  fishing  is 
very  quiet.  The  rivers  in  places  are  foul  with  leaves 
and  weeds,  and  a  flush  of  water  would  greatly  improve 
prospects  of  sport.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good,  and 
some  nice  dishes  of  grayling  have  been  landed.  Pike 
are  now  coming  on  the  feed  and  prospects  for  sport  arc 
good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  still 
running  low  and  clear  and  sport  quiet  in  them.  More 
rain  threatens.  With  worm  on  Oct.  4  a  nice  dish  of 
coarse  fish  was  landed  in  the  Teme.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tentoury).— In  this  part  the  Teme  is  running 

low  and  clear,  but  has  been  refreshed  with  some  good 
falls  of  rain  this  week,  which  has  improved  the 
prospects  of  sport.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable,  and  on  Oct.  6  and  Tuesday  (Oct.  8)  night 
quite  a  gale  of  wind  was  blowing,  and  leaves  are  now 
going  down  the  river,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  fly 
fishers.  The  cold  nights  have  brought  the  larger 
grayling  more  on  the  move,  and  they  have  been  rising 
well  at  the  fly.  There  has  been  a  few  anglers  out,  but 
the  uncertain  weather  has  been  against  good  sporf, 
although  some  very  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed 
with  the  fly.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Willow,  Red 
Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Hares  Ea-, 
and  Mid  Blue.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if  the 
weather  holds  fine. — Wobcesteb. 

Trent  (Newark). — Rough  and  stormy  weather, 
and  not  much  angling  save  pike  flshing,  which  i  i 
engaging  chief  attention.  Spinning  with  a  spoon  biio 
has  been  effective,  several  nice  pike  having  fallen.  On 
Saturday  (Oct.  6),  from  the  Muskham  water,  Mr. 
Harold  Hephenstall  took  five,  ranging  from  41b.  to  71b. 
each,  and  some  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Chas.  Chatterton. 
On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Travers,  of  St.  Leonards,  landi  >\ 
three  from  the  Holme  water,  a  chub  of  31b.  9oz.  also 
taking  the  spoon  of  that  gentleman.  On  the  following' 
day  the  same  angler  bagged  four,  up  to  6|lb.  weigh n. 
Amongst  others,  I  landed  a  six-pounder,  and  pike 
fishing  is  promising.  Barbel  fishing  may  be  said  to 
be  at  an  end,  the  temperature  throwing  them  off,  ai.d 
there  is  little  to  be  written  of  other  fish.  On  Tuesday 
the  Trent  rose  about  eighteen  inches,  but  soon  began 
to  fall — more  would  have  been  of  benefit. — Trent- 

SIDBE. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Anglers  on  the  drains  about  Boston  continue  to  report 
good  things.  On  the  Cowbridge  drain  roach  takes  have 
gone  up  to  101b.  and  there  have  also  been  plenty  of  tench. 
Between  Bunker's  Hill  and  Mount  Pleasant  a  well- 
known  angler  says  his  day's  fishing  produced  half-a- 
dozen  tench,  a  rudd,  a  few  roach,  and  at  the  end  of  it  an 
empty  tackle  case,  the  latter  owing  to  breakages  by  big 
tench.  Some  good  sport  has  been  reported  from  East 
Ville.  Sport  on  the  Witham  is  reported  fairly  good 
on  the  lower  lengths.  Between  Kirkstead  and  Tat- 
tershall  Bridge  there  have  been  some  good  roach 
takes  from  maggots,  but  fishing  has  required  the 
finest  gut.  The  colour  of  the  water,  however,  is  rising 
with  present  rains.  Pike  are  stated  to  have  been 
difficult  to  catch,  but  this  will  improve  because 
nights  are  getting  colder  and  weeds  will  decline. 
Improved  sport  is  looked  for  higher  up  the  river. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).-  Up  to  the 
end  of  last  week  (Saturday,  Oct.  5)  the  above  rivers 
were  in  order  for  fly-fishing,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
grayling  were  obtained,  the  Wye  yielding  a  few  fish, 
the  Derwent  affording  better  sport ;  gentlemen  who 
have  fished  this  river  have  taken  creels  ranging  from 
two  to  five  and  sis  brace.  Messrs.  Hassam  and  Cooper, 
fishing  the  Darleydale  Club's  water,  took  three  and  a 
half  and  four  and  a  half  brace  respectively.  On  Tues- 
day (Oct.  8)  Mr.  Hassam  had  two  brace  and  a  half,  also 
the  Chatsworth  portion  of  the  Derwent  having  pro- 
duced some  good  grayling.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford 
Angling  Association's  water  has  yeilded  a  few  good  fish, 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Hassam  fishing  this  water  having 
obtained  three  and  five  brace  each  ;  several  otlior 
members  seemed  two  and  three  brace.  Ihe  weather 
broke  up  on  Oct.  6  ;  heavy  rain  fell,  a:.d  the  rivers 


have  been  in  flood  ;  the  prospect  is  very  good  as  it  is 
the  first  flush  we  have  had  for  a  long  time,  an  d  as  it 
clears  very  good  sport  may  bo  expected.  The 
following  flies  will  be  uscfal :  Apple  Green,  Coopor's 
Fancy,  Ash  Dun,  Itcd  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 

Black  Gnat.    Bumbles  to  be  used  as  a  wet  fly.  

Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  etc.— Mr. 

H.  Cayley,  the  jockey,  sent  me  a  fine  piko  he  captured 
on  Monday  in  the  Yore,  at  Middleham,  for  preserva- 
tion.   It  weighs  lljlb.,  measures  37  inches  in  length, 
and  13  inches  in  girth,  a  very  fine  fish  for  the  Yore. 
It  was  caught  with  a  small  roach  in  a  thick  flood 
water,  the  river  at  that  time  running  nearly  bank 
full.    Since  then  it  has  fined  down,  and  is  now  in  good 
trim  for  grayling  fishing  in  the  upper  waters,  and  in 
fair    condition    for    bottom   fishing  in   the  lower 
reaches.      Sport  with   the    fly  in    the  tributary 
streams  has  been  good.    Considering  the  unsettled 
weather  the  Brothers   Martin   have  caught  some 
nice  dishes  of  grayling  with  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Carter    Piatt's    Copper,    Red    Tag,    and  Cooper's 
Fancy.      Mr.   J.   E.   Miller   has  found    the  Blue 
Hawk,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Bradshaw's  Fancy  to 
kill  well.     He  and  Collinson  have  made  good  bags 
occasionally.    Other  anglers  seem  to  have  done  fairly 
well  with  fly,  worm,  and  gentle,  and  now  the  main 
river  has  fined  down  we  may  expect  even  better  sport 
if  the  meteorological  conditions  continue  favourable. 
Sport  has  been  fair  on  the  lower  reaches  of  this  river 
at  Ripon,  and  at  Boroughbridge  fairly  good  baskets 
of  mixed  fish — pike,  perch,  roach,   and  dace— have 
been  got.    I  also  hear  that  some  good  perch,  several 
over  21b.,  have  been  caught  with  the  live  minnow  at 
Newby.    With  the  Swale  in  half  flood  and  the  water 
coming  down  as  thick  as  pea-soup,  anglers  have  had 
rather  a  sorry  time  of  it  who  have  fished  this  stream. 
This  proved  to  be  the  case  on  Saturday,  Oct.  5,  when 
about  one  hundred  anglers  were  to  be  seen  braving  the 
watery  elements,  both  overhead  and  in  the  river,  the 
occasion  being  the  annual  flshing  match  arranged 
amongst  the  employees  of  the  Stockton  Moor  Steel 
Smelters  at  Morton-on-Swale.    As  the  conditions  were 
"  go-as-you-please  "  then  they  quickly  lined  the  river 
banks  and  commenced  angling  in  the  teeth  of  a  bitter 
north-east  wind,  which  was  accompanied  at  intervals 
with  heavy  showers  of  rain.     At  2  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  time  was  called,  and  the  weigh  in  took 
place  at  the  Non  Plus  Inn,  where  those  who  had 
fished  with  big  lob  worms  won  the  prizes  subscribed 
by  Stockton  tradesmen  for  the  heaviest  fish.  i\Ir. 
George  Stark  won  with  a  chub  weighing  lib.  6oz., 
while  he  also  won  the  1st  prize  for  the  heaviest  basket 
of  fish;  2nd,  W.  Rushton,  a  chub,  lib.  l|oz. ;  3rd, 
W.  Jones,  an  eel ;  4th,  James  Wright,  eel ;  5th,  S. 
Holmes,  chub ;  6th,  G.  Dargue,  eel ;  7th,  J.  Hart, 
eel ;  8th,  W.  John,  roach ;  9th,  Thomas  Williams, 
roach  ;    10th,   Jonah  Griffiths,   roach  ;    11th,  W. 
Gadsby,  dace  ;  12th,  H.  Naylor,  dace;  13th,  T.  Jones, 
gudgeon ;  14th,  C.  Staniforth,  gudgeon.  Afterwards 
the  anglers  enjoyed  a  substantial  well-served  spread, 
which  reflected  credit  on  Mrs.  Atkinson.  Mr.  Grifiiths 
presided  and  Councillor  H.  Marsh,  of  Thornaby,  was 
vice-chairman.   On  Monday  Bedale  Beck  was  low  and 
clear.    A  Northallerton  member  of  the  Black  Ox  Club 
tried  the  water  near  Deeming  Mill  and,  with  gentles, 
caught  a  nice  basket  'of  fish.    He  had  five  brace  of 
grayling,  three  of  which  were  over  fib.,  while  the  rest 
of  the  catch  was  made  up  of  dace,  roach,  and  a 
gudgeon.    A  steady  seven  hours'  rain  on  Oct.  G  has 
been  most  beneficial  to  the  Wharfe  ;  it  increased  the 
volume  of  water,  but  not  enough  to  flush  it.    In  the 
upper  reaches  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  Burnsall, 
but  sport  has  only  been  of  a  meagre  character,  and 
what  fish  have  been  caught  are  with  the  worm  and 
gentles.    Grayling  are  rising  short  at  fly.    The  best 
flies  have  been  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Bed  Tag,  Blue 
Hawk,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and  Purple.    In  the 
district  of  Otley  and  CoUingham  very  few  rods  have 
been  seen  out,  but  in  the  length  from  Wcthcrby  to 
Newton    Kyme    fair    sport    has    been    had.  On 
Saturday  last,   Mr.    Simon   and    friend    secured  a 
fine  mixed  basket  of  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  with 
maggot  at  Boston  Spa.    At  Tadcaster  sport  has  only 
been  poor,  but  lower  down  the  river   at  Ulleskelf 
sport  amongst  the  roach  and  dace  has  been  very  fair. 
The  Nidd  is  slightly  coloured  with  the  recent  rains. 
The  Derwent  has  also  been  slightly  freshened,  and  has 
been  visited  by  a  few  rods  hailing  from  Leeds  and 
Y'ork.    Little  sport  has  been  had  amongst  the  pike 
and  perch.    A  few  dace  and  roach  have  been  caught, 
but  baskets  have  run  light.    The  Rye  and  Riccali  are 
now  in  nice  trim.    Fair  sport  has  been  had  with  gray- 


GUAYLiNO.  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattiTns 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  .J.  E.  .Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  .Sample  dozen  Klies  (li 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2s.  Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  (I<1. 
Grayling  Worm  C;»st,  Is.  Grayling  W drm  and  Maggot  Ho.iks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "Pritts  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  12s.  6<l. 
"Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  Gd.  ".lacksons 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7s.  Cd.— J.  E. 
Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot.  19,  New 
Station-street.  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds.  ' 
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ling  with  fly  and  maggot,  also  on  the  Hodge,  which  is 
preserved  by  the  angling  association,  at  Kirby  Moor- 
side.  —  John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairgr,  IT.B.). 

Sport  since  last  report  was  :  on  Sept.  23,  Messrs.  Lang- 
more,  London,  for  a  short  time  on  Loch  LTrigill,  got 
fourteen  trout,  51b. ;  and  Messrs.  Gaberil  and  Morrish, 
London,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-seven  trout,  111b.  On 
Sept.  24,  Mrs.  Gaberil  and  Mrs.  Morrish,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  a  short  time,  eleven  trout,  41b. ;  Messrs. 
Gaberil  and  Morrish,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  had  four  trout, 
IJlb.,  besides  a  61b.  trout  landed  by  Mr.  Morrish  with 
small  fly  and  fine  cast.  It  took  two  hours  and  fifty-five 
minutes  to  land.  Season  now  about  done,  but  it  lasted 
longer  than  usual. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Pishing  in  the  Langholm 
water  of  the  Esk  Mr.  E.  Archibald,  of  Edinburgh,  caught 
three  fine  sea-trout.  Messrs.  A.  and  W.  McMillan, 
Langholm,  have  had  some  sea-trout  and  herling  below 
the  town.  Master  T.  Borthwick  had  a  sea-trout  of 
lilb.  in  Langholm  water.  Fishing  in  the  Netherby 
water  Mr.  Hugh  Graham  caught  a  fine  salmon  weigh- 
ing 201b.  Mr.  W.  A.  Connell,  Langholm,  landed  a 
salmon  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk.  In  the  upper 
reaches  Mr.  Tom  Jameson,  Langholm,  landed  a 
salmon  weighing  221b.,  with  sea  lice  on  it,  and  Mr. 
John  Wylie  caught  one  of  121b.  in  the  Canonbie  water 
of  the  Esk.  Mr.  J.  Watson,  Newcastleton,  had  two 
sea-trout,  also  several  herling  and  some  yellow  trout, 
at  a  fishing  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  creeled 
three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Elliot, 
Copshawholm,  landed  a  salmon  weighing  101b.  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  also  a  sea-trout  and  some 
herling.  Mr.  D.  Ferguson,  Newcastleton,  had  a  fine 
basket  of  91b.  in  the  Liddle,  including  three  sea-trout, 
some  herling,  and  several  yellow  trout.  Dr.  Keir, 
Whitehaugh,  had  three  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr. 
Murray  had  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in 
the  same  water,  and  Mr.  Beattie  also  had  a  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Liddle.  There  was  a  deluge  of  rain  on  Friday,  Oct.  4, 
in  the  Langholm  district,  and  the  river  was  a  trifle 
thick  for  a  few  days.  After  a  good  spate  the  water 
keeps  up  for  three  and  often  four  days,  especially  in 
the  Double  water  commencing  at  the  Willow  Pool  and 
down  to  the  Metal  Bridge.  In  the  Upper  Esk  Mr. 
James  Morrison  caught  two  salmon  weighing  respect- 
ively 231b.  and  161b.  in  the  Todholes  Pool  adjacent  to 
the  town.  Mr.  Morrison  caught  his  two  salmon  with 
a  fly  dressed  by  Tommy  Morrison  some  years  ago. 
Mr.  Tom  Jameson,  Langholm,  landed  a  salmon  of  91b. 
in  the  Double  water.  Fishing  in  the  same  place  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  caught  a  fine  new  run  fish  weighing 
161b.  _  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  had  a  salmon  weighing 
101b.  in  the  Langholm  water.  Other  anglers  have 
done  well  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Esk.  Yellow 
trout  in  fair  quantities  have  been  got  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle,  which  is  now  in  good 
angling  trim.  A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  portion  of  the  Esk,  but 
salmon  are  particularly  shy.  The  lessee  of  Sir  Richard 
Graham's  reserved  water,  although  he  has  caught  few 
fish,  has  taken  it  over  again  for  another  year  at  £40. 
Mr.  Charles  Yowiston  had  three  salmon  in  Irome 
House  water,  Esk,  weighing  respectively  12^1b.,  161b., 
and  281b.,  the  latter  a  beautiful   new  run  fish.— 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Of  late  a  very  heavy  fall 
of  rain  has  taken  place,  and  this  river,  which  has  not 
been  so  low  since  the  year  1868,  is  now  too  big  for 
fishing.  The  lower  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish, 
and  in  a  few  days  there  should  be  good  sport.  On  the 
Dufi  House  water,  Dr.  Mills  had  three  fish  on  Thursday 
of  last  week,  and  a  couple  on  Saturday,  ranging  from 
61b.  to  191b.  Mr.  Williams,  lessee  of  the  fishings,  had 
a  fish  of  171b.  on  Saturday  last.  On  the  Dunlugas 
water,  Mr.  Donald,  keeper,  had  one  of  141b.  on  the  4th. 
Mr.  Willie,  banker,  had  two  on  Saturday  of  51b.  and 
161b.  respectively.  The  spate  that  has  now  set  in  will 
allow  the  large  shoals  of  salmon  seen  lately  at  the 
entrance  to  the  river  to  reach  the  spawning  beds  in 
the  upper  waters.— H.  W. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  Waters.— On  Sept.  16,  on 
Gerin  Mill,  Messrs.  Battcock  and  Bonus  had  two  sea- 
trout  weighing  2Jlb.  and  one  grilse,  5Jlb.  On  same 
loch,  Mr.  Biddulph  had  six  brown  trout,  31b.,  heaviest 
lib.  On  Oban-na-fiadh,  Major  Anstruther  had  eight 
sea-trout,  91b.,  heaviest,  2ilb.  On  Strumore,  Mr.  Simp- 
son had  three  brown  trout,  21b.,  heaviest  lib.  On 
Aulasary,  Lieut.  W.  Forbes,  R.N.,  had  three  brbwn 
trout,  31b.,  heaviest,  21b.  On  Strumore,  Mr.  Hains- 
worth  and  Mrs.  Collett  had  six  brown  trout,  61b., 
heaviest  l^lb.  On  Sept.  17,  on  Gerin  Mill,  Major 
Anstruther  had  three  sea-trout,  61b.,  heaviest  2^1b. ; 
and  on  same  loch  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Biddulph 
had  seven  sea-trout,  7ilb.,  heaviest  2Jlb.  On  Upper 
Skealtair,  Mr.  Battcock  had  two  sea-trout,  41b., 
heaviest  .31b.  On  Sept.  18,  on  Horisary,  Capt. 
Edwards-Moss  had  three  sea- trout,  51b.,  heaviest 
21b.;  on  Loch  Fady,  Mr.  Simpson  had  seven  brown 


trout,  51b.,  heaviest  lib. ;  and  on  Gerin  Mill, 
Messrs.  Holt  and  Woodcock  had  six  brown  trout, 
4 Jib.,  heaviest  21b.  On  Sept.  19,  on  Skealtair,  the 
same  party  had  three  sea-trout,  51b.,  heaviest  2i-lb. 
On  Sept.  20,  on  Strumore,  Messrs.  Battcock  and  Bonus 
had  five  brown  trout,  51b.,  heaviest  21b.  ;  on  Gerin 
Mill,  Mr.  Simpson  had  three  sea-trout,  81b.,  heaviest 
IJlb. ;  on  same  loch  Capt.  E.  Moss  had  two  sea-trout, 
l|lb.  On  Sept.  21,  on  Sheriff's  Loch,  Dr.  Barrett  had 
six  brown  trout,  4Jlb.,  heaviest  21b.  On  Oban-na-fiadh, 
Mr.  Biddulph  had  five  brown  trout,  4Jlb.,  heaviest 
2^1b. ;  on  Gerin  Mill,  Captain  Edwards-Moss  had  three 
sea-trout,  61b.,  heaviest  2Jlb.  ;  and  on  Horisary,  Mr. 
Hainsworth  and  Mrs.  Collett  had  five  sea-trout,  151b., 
heaviest  4^1b.  On  Sept.  23,  on  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs. 
Holt  and  Woodcock  had  twelve  sea-trout,  181b., 
heaviest,  4^1b. ;  on  Strumore,  Dr.  Barrett  had  three 
brown  trout,  31b.,  heaviest  21b.  ;  on  Oban-na-fiadh, 
Mr.  Simpson  had  eight  sea-trout,  6 Jib.,  heaviest 
21b.  On  Sept.  24,  on  Gerin  Mill,  the  same 
angler  had  three  sea-trout,  6 Jib.,  heaviest  3 Jib. ; 
on  same  loch,  Messrs.  Holt  and  Woodcock  had 
ten  sea-trout,  171b.,  heaviest  4 Jib.  On  Sept.  25, 
on  Loch  Fada  the  same  party  had  sixteen  brown  trout, 
61b.  On  Strumore,-  Major  Anstruther  had  three  sea- 
trout,  21b.  On  Sept.  26,  on  Gerin  Mill,  Captain 
Edwards-Moss  and  Mr.  Simpson  had  seven  sea-trout, 
12Jlb.,  heaviest  4Jlb.  On  Sept.  27,  on  Strumore,  Mr. 
Simpson  had  two  sea-trout,  31b.  On  Gerin  Mill, 
Major  Anstruther  and  Lieut.  W.  Forbes,  R.N.,  had 
six  sea-trout,  101b.,  heaviest  SJlb.  On  Loch  Fada, 
Dr  .Barrett  had  fifteen  brown  trout,  91b.,  heaviest  3Jlb. 
On  Sept.  28,  on  Strumore,  Dr.  Barrett  had  four  sea- 
trout,  61b.,  heaviest  21b.  ;  and  on  Grerin  Mill,  Lieut. 
W.  Forbes,  R.N.,  had  four  sea-trout,  4|lb.,  heaviest 
21b.— M.  M. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers). — Fishing  Loch  Ness  from 
Foyers  Hotel  on  Monday,  Sept.  30,  Mr.  D.  McGregor, 
Dundee,  killed  six  trout,  31b.,  and  on  Oct.  1,  fishing 
Loch  Mhor,  thirty-four  trout,  141b. — S.  Tilston. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg',  N.B.). — 
On  Sept.  25,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Glasgow,  fished 
Loch  Merkland  and  got  seventeen  trout,  101b.,  and  on 
Sept.  26,  eleven  trout,  41b.  Practically  speaking,  the 
season  is  now  over.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  a 
severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  with  low  temperature 
burst  over  the  country.  On  Monday  it  was  very 
rough  ;  but  during  the  rest  of  the  season  as  a  whole 
fine  weather  prevailed,  enabling  anglers  and  other 
sportsmen  to  enjoy  themselves. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  been 
running  in  full  black  waters,  and  more  floods  have 
occurred.  The  continual  unsettled  conditions  of  the 
waters  have  kept  salmon  on  the  run,  and  they  have 
not  been  fairly  on  the  rise  this  back  end,  though  the 
sport  is  showing  improvement  now  that  the  tempera- 
ture is  colder.  At  the  end  of  the  month  several  of 
the  rivers  close  their  angling  season,  and  there  is  not 
much  time  left  for  sport.  Still,  a  goodly  number  of 
fish  should  be  landed  during  the  next  three  weeks 
if  the  weather  would  settle  now.  Apparently  there 
is  a  fair  stock  of  salmon  in  the  middle  reaches, 
but  the  upper  waters  have  not  yet  received  their  full 
complement  of  fish.  The  late  rivers  of  the  Solway, 
including  the  Annan,  Nith,  Eden,  and  Derwent, 
continue  the  rod  fishing  to  the  middle  of  November. 
Some  fine  fish  have  been  killed,  since  last  week's 
notes,  in  these  rivers,  including  one  of  321b.  in  the 
Eden,  and  one  of  28|lb.  in  the  Annan.  It  is  regret- 
table to  learn  that,  notwithstanding  the  excellent 
year,  the  netsmen  and  salmon  poaching  in  the 
Firth  appears  to  be  as  rampant  as  in  former  years. 
The  Annan. — In  this  river  there  has  been  an  improve- 
ment in  the  sport.  In  Hoddom  Castle  portion  only 
one  or  two  fish  have  been  killed  so  far.  On  Saturday, 
Mr.  Cowan  (Hallguards)  killed  one  good  fish  of  281b. 
with  fly.  The  river  was  too  heavy  on  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  was  a  blank  in  the  Castle  water.  Mr.  W.  0. 
Bell-Irving,  of  Milkbank,  killed  one  salmon  in  Sir 
Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  Castlemilk.  Another 
angler  on  the  same  water  had  one  of  about  181b.  In 
the  Mount  Annan  portion,  belonging  to  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dirom,  a  few  fish  are  in  the  pools,  and  two  or  three 
have  been  landed  since  last  week's  notes.  Mr.  Pearson's 
keeper  (Lament)  killed  one  of  101b.  in  the  Tower  Pool 
of  Mount  Annan,  and  on  Thursday  he  lost  two.  Mr. 
Dirom's  keeper  (Andr.  Bell)  killed  one  of  101b.  in  the 
back  of  the  Wood  pool  on  Monday  with  Brown  Turkey 
Fly,  and  he  lost  a  large  fish.  On  the  same  day 
Lamont  killed  one  of  8Jlb.  in  the  Tower  pool  with 
Grey  Turkey  Fly.  Mr.  John  Bell-Irving's  keeper 
(Riley)  killed  two  on  Monday— viz.,  one  of  about  201b. 
in  the  salmon  pool,  and  one  small  one  of  9Jlb. 
He  had  three  others  hooked,  but  lost  them. 
In  the  Halleaths  portion  ,of  the  Annan  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Alex  Jardine,  Dumfries,  killed  two  fine  salmon  of 
251b.  and  271b.  Good  sport  is  expected  on  the  Jardine 
Hall  stretch  shortly.  On  Wednesday  afternoon  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  of  London,  killed  a  beautiful  clean 
run  salmon  of  151b.  in  Warmanbie  stream,  with  a 
small  Devon  minnow.  The  Nith. — Angling  is  not  of 
much  importance  so  far  on  this  river.  The  open  ticket 
stretches  have  yielded  no  sport,  but  improvement  is 
looked  for  during  the  coming  week.    On  some  of  the 
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private  and  semi-private  beats  moderate  sport  has  been 
obtained.  The  Galloway  Rivebs.— Angling  is  not  of 
much  account  this  week.  The  rivers  arc  in  excellent 
order  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  salmon  have  not  been 
rising  freely.  One  or  two  have  been  landed  on  the 
different  streams  with  the  fly.  In  the  Deuch  of 
the  Dee  there  is  a  pretty  fair  show  of  fish,  though 
sport  is  poor  at  present.  Ayeshire  Rivers. — The 
Girvan  is  in  fine  order,  and  a  number  of  fish  have 
been  killed  with  the  fly.  On  the  Ayr  little  is  doing  at 
present. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  has  risen  in  vol- 
ume with  the  heavy  rainfalls  of  the  last  few  days,  so 
that  prospects  are  brighter  for  the  closing  week  than 
for  some  time  back.  On  the  Aikemray  water,  on 
Friday,  Oct.,  4,  Captain  Julien  Spicer  killed  a  salmon 
of  141b.,  and  Mr.  Menzies  two  of  181b.  and  191b., 
certainly  not  a  bad  day's  work. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth). — The  river  has  been  in  splendid  order 
for  fishing  during  the  past  week,  and  first-rate  sport 
has  been  got  on  almost  all  the  beats.  Many  of  the 
stretches  have  yielded  heavy  catches,  the  best  being 
Upper  and  Lower  Stobhall,  fished  by  Mr.  Archibald 
Gouts  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  their  total  catch 
for  the  week  being  thirty-two  salmon,  weighing 
702Jlb.,  or  an  average  of  221b.  each,  and  six 
grilse,  weighing  40Jlb.  Their  best  day's  sport 
was  got  on  Tuesday  last  with  eleven  salmon,  2481b., 
largest  401b.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b.  The  next  best 
catch  was  got  on  the  same  day  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray 
and  Mr.  John  Murray,  fishing  on  lower  Taymount, 
with  eleven  salmon,  weighing  2371b.,  or  an  average 
of  21Jlb.  each,  largest  361b.  Lord  Blythswood 
also  did  well  on  Islamouth,  having  to  his  own 
rod  fourteen  fish,  weighing  2681b.,  or  an  average 
of  191b.  each,  and  two  grilse  weighing  161b.  His  best 
day  yielded  seven  salmon,  1431b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b. 
Lord  Cairns  had  also  one  very  good  day's  sport  on 
Upper  Cargill,  having  to  his  own  rod  six  salmon, 
weighing  1601b.,  or  an  average  of  26Jlb.  each.  Mr. 

G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.'s,  best  day  on  Burnmouth 
Stobhall  was  three  salmon  weighing  65 Jib.,  and 
one  grilse  of  5|lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon's 
heaviest  day  gave  him  three  salmon,  611b.  and 
one  grilse  of  81b.  Lady  Emily  Lansdown  had 
also  one  very  fine  day's  sport,  having  caught  four 
salmon,  weighing  861b.  largest  281b,  and  five  grilse, 
averaging  about  61b.  each.  The  following  are  a 
note  of  the  takes  got  on  the  principal  beats  for 
the  week  ending  Tuesday,  Oct.  8 :  -Meikleoue. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  2,  the  Duchess 
of  Bedford  caught  one  grilse  of  71b.  On  Oct.  4, 
Lord  Clanwilliam  landed  one  salmon  of  131b. 
and  three  grilse  of  71b.,  61b.  and  81b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  7,  Mr. 
Praid  killed  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b. 
Islamouth. — Lord  Blythswood,  fishing  this  water  on 
Oct.  3,  had  seven  salmon  of  261b.,  251b.,  231b.,  201b., 
181b.,  161b.  and  151b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b. ;  total  1511b. ; 
and  from  the  second  boat  Lord  Clanwilliam  killed 
three  fish  of  211b.,  201b.,  and  181b.  On  Oct.  5,  Lord 
Blythswood  caught  four  salmon  of  171b.,  181b.,  211b. 
and  181b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b. ;  total  821b.  ;  and 
on  same  day,  from  the  other  boat,  Miss  Graham 
Murray  landed  one  salmon,  231b.,  and  four  grilse  of 
91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  41b.  On  Oct.  8,  Lord  Blythswood 
had  three  fish  of  151b.,  191b.,  and  171b.  ;  and  from  the 
second  boat  Lord  Colville  landed  one  salmon  of  191b., 
and  three  grilse  of  8 Jib.,  71b.,  and  71b.  Upper  Car- 
gill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  1,  Sir  John  Wolfe 
Barry  landed  four  salmon,  weighing  781b.,  and  three 
grilse,  averaging  71b.  On  Oct.  2,  Lord  Hardwicke  had 
one  salmon  of  221b.  On  Oct.  4,  Lord  Cairns  killed  on 
salmon  of  181b.  On  Oct.  7,  Lord  Cairns  had  one  grilse 
of  91b.  and  Lord  Hardwicke  one  salmon  of  181b. 
On  Oct.  8,  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  landed  five  salmon, 
weighing  1011b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  Lower  Cargill. 
— Lord  Blythswood,  fishing  this  stretch  on  Oct.  2,  killed 
one  salmon  of  221b.  On  Oct.  3,  Lord  Cairns  landed  six 
salmon,  weighing  321b.,  301b.,  241b,,  221b.  and  181b.  ; 
total  1601b.  On  Oct.  4,  Lord  Hardwicke  had  one 
grilse  of  81b.  On  Oct.  5,  Mr.  A.  Moon  and  Mr.  Spiers 
landed  one  salmon  18 Jib.,  and  three  grilse  of  61b.,  61b., 
and  71b.  On  Oct.  7,  Sir  John  Barry  had  one  salmon 
of  201b.  On  Oct.  8,  Lord  Hardwicke  one  fish  of  191b. 
Willies  Stone. — Pishing  this  beat  on  Oct  8,  Mr. 
Praed  landed  three  salmon  of  261b.,  161b.,  and  161b. 
Upper  Stobhall.  —  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  3  landed 
three  salmon  of  29Jlb.,  28Jlb.,  and  23Jlb.,  and  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  61b.  ;  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats  and  Mr.  Carrick  killed  two  salmon, 
221b.  and  171b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b.  On  Oct.  5,  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  four 
salmon  of  311b.,  24 Jib.,  181b.,  and  171b.,  and  one 
grilse,  61b.  ;  and  from  the  other  boats  Messrs.  W. 

H.  and  P.  M.  Coats  had  one  salmon,  171b. 
On  Oct.  8,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  Mal- 
loch killed  eleven  salmon  of  401b.,  261b.,  251b., 
251b.,  241b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  191b.,  161b.,  and  151b., 
and  one  grilse  of  91b.,  total,  2571b.;  and  Mr.  P.  M. 
Coats,  two  salmon  of  291b.  and  171b.  Lower  Stob- 
hall.— Pishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  2,  Mr.  A.  Coats  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  fom-  salmon  of  22Jlb.,  221b., 
171b.,  and  151b.,  and  one  grilse  of  5Jlb. ;  and  from  the 
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,  second  boat,  Mr.  W.'|H.  Coats  and  Mr.  Carriok  had 
three  fish  of  18Jlb.,a81b.,  and  171b.,  and  one  grilse 
of  81b.  On  Oct.  4,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  killed  five 
salmon  of  301b.,  191b.  IGlb.,  161b.,  and  151b. ;  total, 
961b. ;  and  from  the  other  boat,  Mr.  W.  H.  Coats 
landed  two  fish  of  191b.  and  161b.,  and  one  grilse  of  61b. 
On  Oct.  7,  Mr.  A.  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Mallock  had 
five  salmon  of  28^1b.,  22Jlb.,  211b.,  211b.,  and  171b.,  and 
one  grilse  of  71b. ;  total,  1171b.;  and  Mr.  P.  M. Coats,  two 
salmon  of  261b.  and  151b.  Uppee  Taymount.— Col. 
Digby,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  2,  landed  three  salmon 
of  261b.,  221b.,  and  161b.  On  Oct.  4,  Mr.  J.  Murray,  had 
three  salmon  of  301b.,  281b.,  and  171b.,  and  two  grilse 
of  71b.  each.  On  Oct.  7,  Sir  John  Gladstone 
landed  three  salmon  of  221b.,  181b.,  and  151b.,  and  two 
grilse  of  81b.  and  71b.  Lower  Taymount.— Fishing 
this  beat  on  Oct.  3,  Lady  Emily  Lansdowne  killed  four 
salmon  of  281b.,  221b.,  201b.,  and  161b.,  and  five  grilse 
of  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  5Jlb..  and  4ilb.  On  Oct.  5,  Sir  John 
Gladstone  had  two  salmon  of  281b.  and  201b.  Oon  Oct.  8, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Murray  aud  Mr.  J.  Murray  had  a  splendid 
day,  with  eleven  salmon  of  36Ib  ,  221b  221b  241b 
20Ib.,  201b.,  201b.,  201b.,  181b.,  181b.  and  171b.;  total,' 
2371b.  BuENMOUTH.— Fishing  this  stretch  on  Oct.  7, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  killed  three  salmon  of  231b.. 
191b.  aud  15pb.,  and  one  grilse  of  91b.;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  one  salmon  of  161b.  and  a  grilse  of  81b. 
BUENMODTH  Stobhall.— Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P., 
fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  8,  had  three  'salmon 
of  281b.,  21Jlb.,  and  161b.,  and  one  grilse  of  6Jlb.  On 
Oct.  5,  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon  landed  two  salmon  of 
241b.  and  171b.,  and  one  grilse  of  41b. ;  and  on  Oct.  8 
three  salmon  of  271b.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  and  one  grilse 
of  81b.  Catholes.— Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  5,  Lord 
Hardwicke  killed  one  grilse  of  81b.  Uppee  Stanley.— 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  2,  landed 
one  grilse  of  81b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Anglers  in  this  district  are  sorely  disappointed  that 
there  has  not  yet  been  a  good  flood  such  as  is  required 
to  cleanse  the  rivers  and  thus  give  a  good  start  to  the 
much-delayed  autumn  fishing  season.  Two  or  three 
times  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  have  risen  to  the  extent 
of  one  and-a-half  or  two  feet,  and  the  fish  in  the  river 
have  moved  up  a  bit  in  consequence,  but  the  weather 
conditions  are  not  yet  favourable,  and  the  waters  have 
mostly  been  too  low  to  afford  good  sport.  Five  fish  is 
the  best  day's  work  for  one  rod  so  far  as  the  season 
has  gone.  Mr.  F.  J.  Douglas  had  this  number 
at  Hendersyde  on  Saturday.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the 
season  so  far  was  caught  on  the  Floors  lower  water  by 
Mr.  MoCulloch  on  Saturday.  It  weighed  32Jlb.  and 
afforded  a  good  twenty  minutes'  run.  On  the  Floors 
lower  water  Mr.  Geo.  McCulloch  caught  one  salmon 
of  151b.  on  Thursday,  Oct.  3 ;  one  of  61b.  on  Friday, 
Oct.  4;  and  four  on  Saturday,  Oct  5.,  32Mb.,  181b 
13Jlb.,  and  5 Jib.  On  Monday,  Oct.  7,  he  had  one  of 
71b.,  and  Tuesday,  Oct.  8,  one  of  8  Jib.  on  the  Floors  upper 
water.  Mr.  Francis  Ley  caught  a  salmon  of  141b.  and 
Mrs.  Ley  one  of  131b.  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  9.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Ley  had  two  of  181b.  each  and  Mrs.  Ley  one  of  261b., 
and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Ley  had  a  salmon  of  161b. 
and  a  grilse  of  81b.,  while  Mrs.  Ley  had  a  salmon  of 
161b.  On  the  Rutherford  water  on  Monday  last  week, 
Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  had  one  salmon  of  151b. ;  on  Wednes- 
day one  of  261b.;  and  on  Tuesday  one  of  14Mb. 
At  Makerstoun  Mr.  Foster  had  a  salmon  of  181b.  on 
Tuesday  last  week,  Mr.  Elliot  a  71b.  grilse  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  Athol  Hay  a  grilse  of  the  same  weight  on 
Thursday.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Scott  Llakdougallhad  three 
salmon  of  171b.,  161b.,  and  15Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Menzieshad 
also  three,  21ib.,  161b.,  and  8 Jib.  On  Monday  Mr.  Men- 
zies  had  one  salmon  of  91b.,  and  Capt.  Villiers  one  of 
201b.  On  the  Pavilion  water,  on  Sept.  24,  Mr.  Cripps  had 
one  of  101b.  ;  on  Oct.  3,  four  of  221b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and 
61b.,  and  Lady  Darnley,  one  of  91b.  Mr.  F.  Cripps,  on 
Satm-day,  had  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  D.  Meinerzlshagen, 
two  of  191b.  and  141b.  On  the  Bolside  water  good 
sport  has  been  had.  On  Sept.  30,  Mr.  R.  Millar  had 
one  salmon  of  91b.  and  a  grilse  of  51b.,  and  Mr.  Holmes 
one  of  131b.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  Holmes  had  four  salmon, 
171b.,  16Jlb.,  161b.,  and  141b  ,  and  Mr.  R.  Millar  one, 
201b.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  had  two,  171b.  and  141b.,  on 
Oct.  3,  and  the  same  day,  Mr.  M.  de  Bunsen  had  a 
grilse  of  41b.  On  Oct."  4,  Mr.  A.  W.  Hartopp  had  a 
salmon  of  131b.,  and  on  Oct.  5,  another  of  ISJlb.  On 
the  Ednam  House  water,  Mr,  Wood  had  one  of  181b. 
on  Monday,  and  on  Wednesday,  Colonel  Wilson 
one  of  161b.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Belfast  and  District.— The  rivers  are  all  in  flood, 
and  those  open  yet  will  not  be  in  order  till  the  end  of 
the  week.  There  are  some  sea  trout  in  the  tideway  of 
the  Lagan,  which  stream  remains  open  this  month. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (co.  Tyrone).— The  Blackwater  is 
now  the  only_  river  open  in  county  Tyrone.  It  is 
high  and  flood,  and  salmon  are  moving  up  from 
Lough  Neagh.  As  soon  as  the  river  settles  good 
fishing  is  assured  till  the  end  of  the  season,  the 
31st  inst.— J.  A.  B. 

Dublin. — The  streams  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Irish 
capital  are  heavy  in  flood.    The  Liffey  closes  on  Oct. 


31,  and  on  the  same  date  the  Tolka — the  best  part  of 
which  is  fished  by  the  Tolka  Association— Dargle,  etc. 
--J.  A.  B. 

'  Louprli    Cnrrane   (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  is  showing  an  improvement  according  as  the 
season  draws  to  a  close.  Colonel  Carruthers,  fishing 
with  J.  J.  Sullivan,  had  a  salmon  of  9Jlb.,  two  sea 
trout,  IJlb.  and  lib.,  and  two  brown  trout  on  one  day ; 
and  on  another  day  a  salmon  of  111b.,  two  sea  and 
two  brown  trout.  Other  anglers  out  had  fair  sport  at 
sea  trout,  the  best  take  in  this  department  being  one 
of  nine  had  by  Mr.  Dale  on  Monday.— T.  J.  D. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  small  brown  trout  on 
all  of  the  above  waters  recently,  but  few  anglers  have 
been  out.— T.  J.  I). 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  stormy  weather  and  flooded  condition  of  the 
Mourne  was  greatly  against  sport  this  week.  The 
season  closed  on  Sept.  10.  Since  last  report  fifteen 
salmon  were  killed  on  the  Newtown  Stewart  sections 
by  Mr.  Charles  M'lvor,  Mr.  Dobson,  Captain  Wil- 
liams, John  Sweeny,  Tom  M'Colgan,  and  P.  Harkin. 
On  the  Newtown,  Stewart  reaches  about  sixty  salmon 
were  killed,  as  compared  with  a  hundred  odd  in  other 
seasons. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
BXayo). — Constant  rain  here  has  put  sport  out  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Kerr  and  friend,  thirty-seven  sea  trout, 
27Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Dale,  twenty-nine  sea  trout,  251b.  ;  Mr. 
Banter  and  friend  had  twenty-five  sea  trout,  211b., 
thirty-three  snipe,  fifteen  golden  plover,  five  ducks, 
also  a  variety  of  other  birds.  Mr.  Troop,  on  Lough 
Conn  during  the  week,  had  eight  trout,  averaging  2|lb., 
and  on  Saturday  last  a  beauty  of  91b.  Most  of  the  week 
no  boats  could  live  on  the  lough  owing  to  the  high 
winds.  A  few  other  rods  had  some  good  fish.  The 
trout  were  taken  on  the  fly — Dark  Orange  and  Dark 
Olive.  A  few  small  pike  were  taken,  largest  111b.— 
Pat  Hbaenes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — White  trout 
fishing  on  the  Rosses  was  interrupted  this  week  by  the 
heavy  rain  and  winds.  Since  last  report  no  big  bags 
of  white  trout  were  made,  but  General  Herriot  killed 
a  very  nice  41b.  flsh  on  Saturday  on  Dungloe  Lake. 
On  Monday  Mr.  Sladin  killed  a  21b.  fish.  The  season 
closes  on  the  last  day  of  this  month. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
equinoctials  have  already  come  to  us  in  all  their  fury, 
and  as  for  floods,  they  are  sweeping  over  the  river 
banks  and  the  adjoining  meadow  lands.  Both  one  and 
the  other,  I  need  not  say,  are  unfavourable  to  angling 
of  all  kinds.  When  the  floods  subside,  which  they  are 
bound  to  do  in  a  few  days,  salmon  fishers  should  look 
out,  not  for  squalls,  but  for  big  flsh.  In  the  midst  of  a 
gale,  John  Lyons,  one  of  our  best  local  fisher- 
men, went  out  on  the  preserves  in  a  boat  by  himself 
and  killed  in  the  raging  torrent  a  huge  salmon,  close  on 
401b.  I  call  that  something  like  a  grand  angling 
exploit,  considering  that  he  had  to  play  and  land 
his  flsh  and  manage  the  boat  as  well.  Also  flshing 
from  a  boat  by  himself,.he  hooked,  played,  and  landed 
a  20-pounder.  He  has  killed  during  the  week  two 
other  fish,  151b.  and  61b.  An  English  rod  got  one  of 
141b.  Mr.  W.  McGordon  has  arrived  from  Aberdeen 
for  the  salmon  fishing  here.  He  is  welcome,  and  I  hope 
he  will  be  lucky.  This  is  Mr. Gordon's  sixteenth  annual 
visit  to  these  waters,  and  amongst  countless  scores  of 
good-sized  fish,  he  has  accounted  for  three  40-pounders. 
Owing  to  high  winds,  Lough  Derg  has  not  been 
fished  this  week,  but,  as  the  weeds  have  disappeared, 
a  little  later  on  can  tackle  the  big  pike  and  roach  up 
there.  I  am  in  a  position  also  to  offer  to  any  party  of 
ardent  gunners  over  one  thousand  acres  of  preserved 
shooting,  including  woodcock,  snipe,  rabbits,  etc., 
which  would  come  in  nicely  with  the  salmon  fishing. — 
S.  J.  Hueley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — We  have  had  some 
very  heavy  rain  again,  but  it  has  not  had  much  effect 
on  the  height  of  water,  which  is  now  in  pretty  fair 
order.  On  Doonass  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed,  Sept.  25, 
one  salmon,  271b.,  and  one  peal,  61b. ;  Oct.  1,  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  Oct.  2,  one  peal,  51b. ;  Oct.  3,  one  peal, 
41b.  On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed,  Oct.  3,  one 
salmon,  131b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery  Mr.  G.  Holland 
killed,  Oct.  8,  two  salmon,  10|lb.  and  18Jlb.— J. 
Eneight  &  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Sport 
has  shown  much  improvement  on  the  above  waters, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  concluding  days  of  the 
season  are  good. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Baltimore. — Sport  has  been  generally  of  a  good 
description  in  all  departments  at  and  around  this 
station  whenever  the  weather  and  water  conditions 
were  favourable. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Though  the  weather  on  the  whole 
has  been  much  against  angling,  fair  sport  has  been 
had  in  this  district. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — On  Friday  and  Saturday  last  (Oct.  4 
and  Oct.  5),  a  number  of  boats  were  off  the  Kemptown 


end  of  Brighton  after  silver  whiting,  pout,  and  flat- 
fish. Since  then  the  sea  has  been  too  rough,  with 
gale  from  west.  A  fine  bass  was  caught  off  the  end  of 
the  West  I'ier  on  Oct.  6.— H. 

Crouch  (Bumham-on-Crouch). — More  anglers 
were  down  on  Oct.  5,  6,  7,  and  8  than  ever  was  seen 
here  before ;  all  enjoyed  good  sport,  but  the  weather 
might  have  been  better  for  angling.  What  with  the 
gales  of  wind,  rain,  hail,  and  a  little  snow  fishing 
from  a  boat  was  not  at  all  pleasant.  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  with  two  friends,  fishing  with  Cooper  in 
the  Volunteer  on  Oct.  5,  caught  just  over  one  hundred 
whiting;  Mr.  Stringer's  party,  fishing  with  the  same 
boatman  on  Oct.  6,  had  just  on  two  hundred — some  of 
the  whiting  were  small,  but  a  very  nice  codling  was 
among  the  catch ;  on  Oct.  8,  Mr.  Elsmore,  V.P. 
Central  Association,  and  friends  had  ninety-six 
whiting;  Mr.  Cox,  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  with  his 
daughter,  the  same  day,  in  the  Ness-hole,  caught 
fifty-five.  I  saw  five  other  boats  there  and  they  all 
seemed  to  be  hauling  the  fish  in  just  before  low  water 
and  on  the  young  flood  tide.  It  will  be  no  use  for  rod 
and  line  anglers  coming  this  week-end,  but  next 
week-end  will  bo  all  right. — J.  Weigut. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Though  the  weather  has 
not  been  favouraljle  sport  has  been  good  on  many  days, 
the  fish  had  being  principally  gurnard  and  whiting, 
with  many  bream,  scad,  mackerel,  and  pollack. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  water  being  so  very  clear  on 
Oct.  3  and  4  there  is  nothing  to  report  in  the  way  of 
flshing.  Oct.  5^Fresh  breeze,  W.N.W. ;  Mr.  Godfrey 
and  Mr.  Brookbank  landed  from  the  bay  247  whiting 
and  about  two  score  dabs  and  pouting ;  Mr.  Prior 
and  IMr.  Turner  also  landed  from  the  bay  one  score 
codling  (one  of  4Jlb.  and  one  of  5Jlb.),  one  dog-fish, 
six  plaice,  and  six  whiting ;  in  the  evening  a  large 
contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an  appearance.  Oct.  6 — 
Wind  westerly,  strong,  looking  ugly,  with  low  baro- 
meter ;  boatmen,  taking  advantage  of  the  weather, 
put  out  on  the  Malms  for  codling,  but  nothing  worth 
mentioning  was  taken,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  heavy 
gale  from,  the  N.N.W.  sprang  up,  but  fortunately  it 
did  not  last  long,  which  enabled  the  boats  to  reach 
their  respective  stages.  Oct.  7 — Wind  N.W.,  fresh; 
water  thick,  with  ground  swell ;  no  boats  out.  Oct.  8. 
— Wind  N.W.,  moderate;  water  thick  considering  the 
state  of  the  weather,  and  fair  fishing  was  obtained ; 
Mr.  C.  H.  Croxford  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Stocker  had  twenty- 
eight  codling  and  fifty-three  whiting ;  Mr.  A.  M. 
Butler,  fifty-seven  whiting,  thirteen  codling,  and  three 
small  congers ;  Messrs.  Slade,  Bounewell,  and  L. 
Roberts,  forty  whiting,  fifteen  codling  (one  of  41b.), 
twelve  fine  pouting,  and  one  small  conger.  With 
moderate  weather  I  anticipate  sport,  and  I  also  advise 
anglers  to  provide  themselves,  for  comfort,  with  warm 
sweaters  or  Guernseys  and  oil-skins.  —  Edward 
Hangee  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (The  Pier). — Strong  winds  have  recently 
marred  all  local  fishing,  though  evidence  is  not 
wanting  that  they  are  in  the  locality.  Mr.  E.  N. 
Durlacher  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Jones  made  a  good  catch 
to  the  southward  of  the  pier  on  Saturday  (Oct.  5), 
their  bag  including  five  codling  and  cod  scaling 
over  201b.,  in  addition  to  six  and  a  half  score 
of  whiting.  Sunday's  pier  anglers  included 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchings,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conyers, 
and  Messrs.  Durlacher,  Jones,  Simmons,  Glen, 
and  Waddell,  when,  despite  the  tempestuous  weather, 
some  very  good  catches  of  codling  were  made.  Monday 
(Oct.  7)  opened  fine  and  warm,  and  no  less  than 
sixty-five  rods  and  lines  were  plied  upon  the  pier,  the 
results  being  the  best  obtained  during  the  present 
season.  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  Miss  Hussey,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A.  B.  Smyth,  and  Messrs.  Chapman,  Newcombe, 
and  Mansfield,  together  with  Mrs.  and  Miss  Busbie, 
made  good  individual  catches.  Several  cod  were 
also  taken,  and  two  large  ones  lost,  during  evening 
hours.  Tuesday  (Oct.  8)  proved  a  poor  day  for  sport, 
Mrs.  Hussey  taking  premier  honours  with  a  catch 
of  sixteen  whiting.  Several  pollack  anglers  of 
various  degrees  of  skill  met  with  no  success 
whatever.  The  catches  on  Wednesday  (Oct.  9) 
were  not  large,  but  without  exception  the  codlings 
taken  were  in  prime  condition,  and  the  whiting  ran 
a  good  size.  Miss  Dorothy  Correll  had  the  pleasure 
of  landing  a  conger  of  2|lb.,  and  Mr.  Chapman  and 
Mr.  Schmidt  each  made  a  good  bag  of  codling.  ^Ir. 
E.  S.  Hawkins  has  proved  the  most  successful  pollack 
fisher  of  the  week,  landing  seven  good  fish  on  Oct.  C, 
the  heaviest  scaling  2Jlb.  Mr.  Thomas  has  also  met 
with  fair  success. — J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance  (Cornwall).  —  Rod  fishing  from  the 
Newlyn  pier-heads,  at  time  of  writing  (Oct.  6),  is  very 
disappointing,  and  no  catches  worth  recording.  Oui 
drift  fishermen  are  doing  fairly  well. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  been  pretty  fair  during 
the  week,  but  the  fish  have  not  been  running  so  large. 
Some  fine  takes  of  bass  have  been  reported  in  Fire- 
stone Bay,  and  around  the  island.  I  counted  some 
thirty  or  forty  boats  outside  the  bay  on  the  whiting 
ground  this  morning,  and  they  were  all  pretty  busy. 
The  whiting  are  unusually  large  and  are  being  caught 
in  about  twenty  fathoms  of  water.    The  best  bait 
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is  squid,  but  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  they 
would  also  take  preserved  mussels  when  squid  is 
scarce,  which  is  very  often  the  case.  The  pier  fisher- 
men are  doing  well  with  pollack  and  mullet ;  the 
latter  are  at  the  present  time  feeding  very  well. — 
WiLf-iAM  Heaeher  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — The  past  week  has  not  been  a  very 
successful  one  for  deep-sea  anglers.  On  Oct.  6  a 
number  of  anglers  braved  the  elements,  but  owing  to 
very  rough  sea  had  to  abandon  their  sport.  A  gentle- 
man staying  at  Kingsdown  on  Monday  (Oct.  7)  caught 
in  two  hours,  off  Walmer,  two  dozen  fair-sized  whiting 
and  some  good  plaice.  After  rough  weather  this  week 
we  are  looking  forward  to  some  good  catches.  Water 
fairly  clear,  and  glass  rising. — Edwaed  Bubke  (Lord 
Nelson). 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  has  been  very 
boisterous  the  past  few  days.  On  Oct.  6  there  was  a 
heavy  gale  with  wind  from  north  and  north-west,  and 
a  heavy  sea  running.  No  fishing  of  any  importance 
has  therefore  been  done.  Mr,  Sigrist,  from  the  George 
Steps  in  the  iiarbour,  took  seventesn  bass  and  one 
pout.  There  have  likewise  been  a  de  jent  lot  of  pollack 
taken.  The  water  has  now  calmed  down  considerably 
and  some  good  fishing  may  be  expected. — Sea  Beeam. 


Jingling  ^futures. 

October  13. 

Abercorn  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Allason  United  :  Cup  contest  at  Slough. 
Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Roving  match. 
Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Wargrave. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Roving  match. 
Colebrook  :  Outing  to  Maldon  East. 
Golden  Barbel :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Harcourt :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Oglander  :  Competition  at  Windsor. 
Phcenix  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 
Surprise :  Outing. 

Walham  Green  :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

Wellington  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
October  14. 

Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 
October  15. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 
October  16. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
October  17. 

Harlesden  :  Visit. 


Oct.  20. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Punt  match. 

1  ,,  20. — Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Hampton. 

„  20. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

,,  20. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Private  match. 

„  20. — East  Dulwich  :  Outing. 

,,  20. — Golden  Barbel :  Supper  match. 

,,  20. — Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

,,  20. — North  London  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

„  20. — Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

,,  20.^ — Silver  Trout:  Outing  to  Burnham-on-Orouch. 

,,  21. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

,,  22. — Gresham  ;  Holiday  experiences. 

„  23. — Victoria  Brothers  :  "Defence  Fund"  concert. 

,,  24. — Gresham  :  Outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea. 

„  26  and  27.— Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Nayland. 

,,  26. — Park  :  Benefit  concert. 

„  27.  -  Cambridge  Heath  Bros. :  Match  at  Windsor. 

„  27.— Stockwell :  Match  at  Windsor. 

„  29.— Giesham:  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 

,,  29. — Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

,,  29.^ — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Concert. 

,,  30. — Eagle  ;  Supper  and  concert. 

„  31. — Oglander  :  Punt  outing  at  Richmond. 


TReports  from  Clubs. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association.  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.  —  The  finance  com- 
mittee will  meet  at  8  p.m.,  and  general  committee  at 
8.45  p.m.  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  14.  I  very  much 
regret  having  omitted  to  include  in  the  Trustees'  Cup 
competition  prize  list  a  prize  of  6s.  given  by  the 
Tottenham  Hotspur  Angling  Society;  I  apologise  to 
you,  brother  Hotspurs,  and  at  the  same  time  con- 
gratulate Messrs.  0.  Chamberlain  (Stepney)  and  P.  E. 
French  (Sundial)  upon  taking  a  prize  each  instead  of 
dividing  the  fifteenth.— R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Abercoen  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Jimction. — On  Oct.  6  only  three  members 
competed  for  three  prizes,  but  owing  to  wind  and  rain 
only  one  prize  was  taken  (by  myself).  On  Oct.  9,  Mr. 
MoEachan  took  gccocd  prize  with  chub  ;  the  remaining 


prize  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  13  (same  conditions). — 
A.  Painter. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 

The  third  cup  contest  will  take  place  on  Oct.  18,  A. A. 
waters.  Slough  (Veitch's  Pound).  Not  many  had  fish 
on  Oct.  6.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  wishes  all  anglers  to 
see  some  of  the  prizes  for  his  big  competition  to  be 
held  at  Richmond  in  November.  Thoy  are  on  view 
at  the  above  house.  The  competition  is  open  to  all 
anglers  ;  two  rods.  I  expect  to  see  a  great  crowd.  We 
are  arranging  a  proper  date  where  the  tide  suits ;  the 
date  and  further  particulars  later. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  E'aced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — We  had  a  splendid  meeting 
on  Wednesday  last,  business  of  importance  being  tran- 
sacted. Our  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  13,  from  Ware 
Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock,  tow-path  only. — G.  Haynes. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  George 
and  Dragon,  St.  John-street,  Clerkenwell. — On 
Oct.  6  the  following  weighed  in  : — Messrs.  INIillen, 
Musgrave,  Vanhegan,  and  Nunn,  sen.  (roach  and  dace). 
Will  all  members  who  are  going  to  prize  outing  on 
Oct.  13  please  note  that  it  has  been  altered  from 
Wargrave  to  Shiplake.  All  members  to  book  to 
Shiplake  Station  instead  of  Wargrave. — A.  Cripps. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — We  have  arranged  to 
fish  our  October  match  on  Oct.  13.  Punt  match  was 
arranged  for  Oct.  20,  and  sea  match  for  Nov.  3,  both 
roving.  Members  are  reminded  of  the  South  London 
visit  to  Firm  and  True  on  Oct.  14.— C.  T.  A. 

Battbrbea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag'a 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — We  fish  a  match  on 
Oct.  20,  from  Hampton  Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock,  bank 
only.  Mr.  Henry  Brotsman  was  elected  a  working 
member  ;  a  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  C.  Dejonge 
for  his  report  from  the  meeting  of  the  Thames  Defence 
Fund  and  central  meeting. —  A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Well  attended  meeting  again  last 
Thursday.  Our  auditors,  having  been  through  the 
balance-sheet,  gave  in  their  report,  which  was  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory.  Have  received  tickets  for 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  widow-mother  of  the  late 
Mr.  T.  Benny.  No  doubt  all  members  will  take 
tickets  for  such  a  good  cause.  On  Oct.  G  the  following 
had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh  in :  Messrs.  E.  Parsons, 
senior,  W.  Payne,  and  J.  Huggins. — W.  Payne. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.—  Only  one  member 
weighed  in  on  Oct.  6  ;  T.  Woodhead,  81b.  jack  and 
bream.  Committee  meeting  on  Thursday  next  to 
arrange  outing. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms," 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Farham 
(roach),  Wilson  (roach),  Sharratt  (perch),  and  Crack- 
nell  (roach).  Mr.  Jukes  had  another  fine  show  of 
roach.  Our  concert  and  reading  on  Monday  last  was 
a  great  success,  although  the  attendance  was  rather 
small.  I  hope  members  will  try  and  attend  on  future 
Mondays.  Thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Derry  for  his 
paper,  and  to  Messrs.  Simmons,  Woodward,  Taylor, 
Drury,  and  Pilgrim  for  the  harmony.  Mr.  Sharratt 
ably  presided  at  the  piano.  Next  Monday,  Oct.  14, 
Mr.  Derry  will  read  a  second  short  paper,  entitled 
"  The  Roach  Pole  on  the  Medway."  We  have  been 
promised  a  host  of  talent,  and  hope  to  have  a 
successful  evening. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Wednesday 
next  (Oct.  16)  will  be  limit  night,  when  all  subscrip- 
tions must  be  paid  without  fail. — T.  Paternoster. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Foun- 
tain's Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. —  Three  of  our  members 
spent  a  week  on  tlie  river  Waveney,  at  Beccles,  and 
got  well  amongst  the  roach — some  splendid  fish,  plenty 
over  a  x^ound  and  up  to  two  pounds.  The  pike  and 
perch  are  now  coming  on,  and  any  brother  angler 
wishing  to  fish  there  should  stay  at  the  Waveney 
Hotel,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Filbey  will  make  them 
comfortable  at  a  moderate  charge.  Also  ask  for 
Brother  Finch,  who  will  arrange  boats  and  give  the 
best  information  obtainable.  Don't  forget  Daddy  ;  he 
is  a  good  old  sort.  To-night  we  have  balanced  the 
society's  accounts  ;  and  we  have  an  outing  to  Wargrave 
on  Oct.  13,  where  we  hope  to  meet  many  friends  and 
members. — J.  Hutchins. 

Cambeidge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on  Oct.  27 
(roving),  for  ten  prizes.  Windsor  was  the  station 
chosen,  the  boundary  to  be  from  Windsor  railway- 
bridge  to  Monkey  Island.  The  following  weighed  in 
very  small  takes  on  Oct.  6 :  Messrs.  E.  Argent,  J. 
Baines,  and  G.  Webb,  roach  ;  A.  Gates,  roach  and 
perch. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.  —  On  Oct.  6,  Mr.  Adams  had 
a  yank  from  the  Lea  ;  Messrs.  Parker,  Cook,  and  Mann 
roach  and  perch  from  the  Thames.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  16,  on 
important  businefis. — R..  Mabsha.IiIi, 


Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Messrs. 

E.  Guy  and  J.  Salmon  wore  the  only  successful  mem- 
bers in  taking  a  prize  in  our  match  on  Oct.  6. 
Locale  of  another  match  will  be  settled  next  meeting 
night,  and  important  business  will  be  brought  forward. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Mr.  Crasweller  was 
successful  in  taking  the  first  prize  on  Oct.  6,  with 
perch  and  bream.  Two  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Oct.  13  ;  open,  roving,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Will  members 
please  try  to  attend  on  Tuesday  nights,  as  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  through  business  with  only  a  few 
members  present, — C.  McL. 

OoBDEN  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — I  have  to  record  another  blank  on  Oct.  6, 
Mr.  W.  Walker  taking  second  prize,  and  Mr.  T.  Marsh 
fourth  prize  at  King's  Langley.  'The  week  before,  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  1,  we  voted  £1  Is.  towards  the  Andrews 
Defence  Fund.  Will  members  muster  strongly  on 
Tuesday  next,  Oct.  15,  as  there  is  a  special  general 
meeting  called  for  that  evening ;  very  important 
matter,  also  five  committee  men  to  elect.  Chair  will 
be  taken  nine  o'clock  sharp. — A.  S.  H. 

Colebrook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — Since  our  last  report 
sport  has  somewhat  improved.  Mr.  W.  A.  George  had 
a  good  show  of  roach  and  jack  from  the  Rother. 
Members  please  note  we  meet  at  Liverpool-street  on 
Oct.  13,  at  8.15  a.m.  for  our  outing  to  East  Maldon. — 

F.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road. — On  October  6,  Mr. 
E.  Elsey,  roach ;  Mr.  W.  Gooding,  roach ;  Mr.  A. 
Elsey,  roach ;  Mr.  F.  Beames,  roach. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred - 
street,  Buckingham -gate,  S.W.— On  Wednesday  (Oct. 
9)  the  delegate  gave  his  rex^ort  from  the  Central 
Association.  Five  prizes  have  been  given  for  another 
outing  before  Christmas,  date  and  place  to  be  fixed  at 
a  special  meeting  called  for  Oct.  16.  These  prizes  are 
not  to  interfere  with  the  club  limits.  Mr.  Ross  also 
gives  a  pair  of  fowls  for  largest  roach,  from  Oct.  13  to 
Oct.  27,  open  to  working  and  honorary  members.  The 
outing  to  Yalding  resulted  as  follows  : — 1st,  Mr.  A. 
Benham ;  2nd,  Mr.  C.  Chilman,  and  largest  roach ; 
3rd,  Mr.  J.  T.  White;  4th,  Mr.  A.  George;  5th,  Mr. 
E.  Crane. — J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.O. — On  Oct.  8,  Mr.  James  Read  weighed 
in  bream,  largest  31b.  15|oz.,  also  roach  and  gudgeon. 
Two  new  working  members  have  been  proposed,  Mr. 
C.  Elliott  and  Mr.  P.  Elliott.— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  At  our  last 
meeting  our  members  voted  10s.  6d.  for  the 
Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  increase  it.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on 
Oct.  20,  at  Harlow,  tow-path  only,  all  to  get  out  and 
in  at  Harlow  Station. — T.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Oct.  6,  in  spite  of  the 
inclement  weather,  a  few  members  ventured  out.  Mr. 
T.  Swain,  roach  ;  T.  Thompson,  roach  ;  W.  Thompson, 
roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday  (Oct.  8)  a  fair  attendance, 
when  several  items  were  disposed  of.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  15,  when  the 
secretary  hopes  to  be  present. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  Oct.  6  several 
members  weighed  in.  On  Oct.  20  a  private  match  will 
take  place  at  Marlow.  All  wishing  to  enter  will  have 
their  name  on  the  book. — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Sport  only  fair.  Some  fairly  good  roach  up  to 
l^lb.  have  been  weighed  in,  also  a  nice  lot  of  chub  by 
Mr.  Holden.  Messrs.  Elder,  Martin,  Dyer,  Reed, 
Langton,  and  Bower  had  good  sport  with  whiting  at 
Burnham.  The  first  supper  and  concert  will  be  held, 
on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Elder  in  the  chair.  Tickets  can  be 
had  at  headquarters,  or  of  the  hon,  sec.  One  guinea 
has  been  voted  to  the  Andrews  Fund. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. — Several  members 
were  out  on  Oct.  6,  but  owing  to  the  very  rough  weather 
met  with  poor  sport.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on 
Wednesday  (Oct.  16)  to  arrange  for  outing  on  Oct.  20. 
— E.  Dyball. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crowa  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  Our  outing  at 
Harlow  on  Oct.  6,  for  six  prizes,  was,  taking  the 
weather  into  consideration,  moderately  successful,  five 
of  the  prizes  being  won.  Messrs.  G.  Hunt  and  W. 
Helleus  tied  for  the  first  prize,  the  others  were  won  as 
follows  :  Messrs.  Thompson  (third),  Haines  (fourth), 
Ovenden  (fifth).  W.  May  bury  weighed  in  fish  from 
other  waters. — F.  A.  G. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  On  Oct.  6 
the  following  returned  with  fish  :  Mr.  King,  jack ; 
Mr.  Crow,  roach  ;  Mr.  Mowl,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Verity, 
roach  and  dace.  On  Oct.  8  the  balance  sheet  was 
passed  showing  the, club  in  a  good  position  financially. 
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Don't  forget  the  outing  on  Oct.  13.  First  train  from 
Paddington.  Book  to  Shiplake  and  return  6.39  from 
Shiplake.  I  should  like  to  see  members  shov?  up  on 
Tuesday  to  settle  the  competitors  for  match  with 
Seymour  Brothers. — A.  W.  Ellins. 

Haecoubt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  very  nice  show 
of  roach  and  chub  on  the  trays  on  October  6.  Our 
projected  match  at  King's  Langley  has  been  transferred 
to  Uxbridge,  and  takes  place  on  October  13. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

HoxTON  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Oct.  6,  Mr.  Green  saved 
us  from  a  blank  with  bream  and  dace.  On  Tuesday, 
we  decided  to  fish  for  seven  prizes  at  Harlow — from 
Harlow  Bridge  to  Burnt  Mill  Lock.  Start  fishing  by 
mutual  consent  from  the  White  Horse ;  show  fish  at 
6  p.m.  same  house  ;  clubroom,  9.30  p.m.  ;  weigh  at 
10.30  p.m.  The  auditors  went  through  the  accounts 
and  found  all  correct,  and  the  balance-sheet  has  a 
good  balance  to  show.  They  gave  their  report  and  the 
members  passed  it.  A  new  working  member  was  made, 
Mr.  H.  Sanders,  and  there  are  two  more  to  make  on 
Oct.  15.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.  —  The  following 
weighed  in : — Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr. 
Brookman,  roach ;  Mr.  Wood,  roach ;  Mr.  Stone, 
roach.  Mr.  Ledwiok  has  been  elected  a  member.  Our 
delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, which  was  duly  accepted. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
The  first  outings  for  Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  will  be  on 
Oct.  13  and  16.  There  are  three  very  interesting 
prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  Oct.  20.  Full  particulars 
and  conditions  for  the  above-mentioned  can  be  had  at 
the  clubhouse.  Only  two  out  of  the  series  of 
"  specials  "  fished  for  on  the  6th  and  9th  were  taken, 
Messrs.  G.  Higley  and  W.  H.  Mecham  being  the 
winners. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Rosemary  Branch, 
Lewisham  High-road,  S.E. — Although  our  members 
turned  up  well  for  our  competition,  the  fish  did  not, 
no  doubt  owing  to  the  unkind  weather.  Mr.  P. 
Sturgess  took  first  prize  with  roach,  the  finest  turning 
the  scale  at  lib.  Joz.  During  the  week  Mr.  G.  J. 
Towner  and  J.  Entecott  weighed  in  jack,  the  former 
heading  the  list.  Mr.  Steve  Milling  was  made  a 
member. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Oct.  6,  only  Mr.  Gook  and  Mr. 
Evens  had  fish,  roach  and  bream.  Mr.  J.  Law  and 
Mr.  W.  Sear  were  elected  working  members  at  our 
last  meeting. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Stork  Hotel, 
Queen-square,  Liverpool. — The  usual  weekly  meeting 
of  this  association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening, 
there  being  a  good  muster  of  members  present.  The 
quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  next  Thursday,  at 
>  headquarters,  when  the  treasurer  will  present  his 
quarterly  statement,  and  several  other  important  mat- 
ters—notably in  relation  to  the  Ruabon  water — will 
be  brought  forward.  The  competition  at  Bangor-on- 
Dee  was  a  distinct  success,  and  was  attended  by  a  good 
number  of  members.  Five  prizes  were  competed  for 
and  won,  Mr.  White  (as  usual)  landing  the  first 
prize.  Mr.  Radcliffe,  the  genial  host  of  the  Buck 
Hotel,  Bangor,  in  addition  to  the  prizes  he  had 
already  contributed,  very  generously  gave  two  con- 
solation prizes,  which  were  also  won.  The  river  was 
rather  low,  and  the  atmospheric  conditions  were  some- 
what against  successful  angling,  but,  in  spite  of  these 
drawbacks,  fair  bags  of  fish  were  landed,  and  the 
outing,  generally,  was  most  enjoyable. — Rosiceucian. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G. — Result  of  competition  held  on  Saturday 
(Oct.  5),  was  as  follows:  1st,  A.  0.  Gannell;  2nd, 
"  The  Mick  "  ;  3rd,  J.  Paton.  Our  sincere  thanks  are 
due  to  Mr.  Sid  Cotgrove,  boatman  of  Leigh,  for  his 
kind  attention  to  the  party.  We  also  beg  to  present 
our  good  wishes  to  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf. 
Our  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  Dec.  7,  at  the  Horse 
Shoe  Hotel.  Next  competition  Nov.  2.  Will  hon. 
members  please  forward  subs  due. 

Mildmay  Angling    Socif/j'y. — We   have    had  no 
good  tish  of  late  beyond  two  bream  from  Dobbs  Weir  I 


5f  and  6J,  also  one  from  Weybridge,  41b.  2oz.  Bad 
weather  and  pollution  seem  to  have  entirely  upset  our 
favourite  stream  (Lea).  Entries  close  this  week  for 
our  first  billiard  handicap  of  the  season.— A.  E. 
Hendon. 

North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  Oct.  G  the 
following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Carter,  roach  ;  C. 
Lamb,  jun.,  perch,  and  J.  Mills,  perch.  We  fish  a  peg 
down  match  at  Harlow  on  Oct.  13,  all  members  to  go 
by  the  first  train,  7.40,  from  Globe-road.  —  G. 
Taylor. 

NoBTH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  Oct.  6,  the  only 
member  to  weigh  in  was  Mr.  Boerman,  with  dace; 
others  were  out,  but  did  not  show  up  in  time.  Ori 
Oct.  20,  the  members  will  fish  for  several  prizes  in  the 
Thames  at  Taplow.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
next  meeting,  it  being  the  last  meeting  previous  to  the 
half-yearly  audit.  Oct.  21  is  half-yearly  meeting- 
Roll  call  at  9.30.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglandeh  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh.— On  Oct.  5  T.  Gracey 
weighed  in  dace  and  gudgeon.  On  Oct.  6  Messrs.  P. 
Smithers,  bream  and  gudgeon ;  J.  T.  Coates,  roach  ; 
G.  Gartwright,  roach ;  and  W.  Gartwright,  roach.  In 
the  S.  L.  competition  two  of  our  members  were 
successful  in  winning  a  prize.  It  is  worthy  of  men- 
tion that  Mr.  H.  Watts  caught  a  smelt  in  the  com- 
petition at  Richmond,  fishing  with  gentles.  Mr.  T. 
Wood  gave  a  pair  of  silver-plated  field-glasses  as  a 
sea  fishing  prize  (left  to  committee).  Conditions  for 
Oct.  13  (Windsor) :— Two  rods  allowed ;  tow-path  ; 
railway  bridge  to  Surley  Hall;  8.20  down,  5.50  up. 
Mr.  T.  Boys,  our  clerk  of  the  scales  and  late  manager 
of  the  house,  was  the  recipient  of  a  handsome  marble 
clock  and  pair  of  bronze  statuettes  presented  by  a  few 
friends  and  members  as  a  token  of  regard  on  his 
leaving  the  Oglander. — W.  S.  G. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On 
Oct.  6,  S.  Dulieu  weighed  in  one  jack,  51b.  2oz. ;  T. 
Hadkiss,  perch;  A.  Birch,  roach;  S.  Orrow,  5^1b. 
roach,  amongst  them  a  fine  roach  of  lib.  7f  oz.  Only 
one  prize  was  taken  by  T.  Hadkiss;  the  remaining 
prize  will  be  fished  for  at  the  same  place  and  con- 
ditions. Ten  shillings  has  been  voted  out  of  the 
funds  towards  the  Defence  Fund,  and  will  be  added  to 
by  the  individual  members.  Mr.  J.  Nagle  has  been 
elected  treasurer. — George. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Nobby  "  was  the  only  one  on 
Oct.  6,  with  roach.  Three  prizes,  at  Cookham,  on  Oct 
13;  bank,  one  rod  only.  All  to  go  down  on  the 
morning  ;  no  re-training. — R.  G. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.~ On  Oct.  6,  Messrs.  W.  Payne 
and  F.  Coates  were  the  only  two  who  weighed  in  fish. 
Tuesday,  the  8th,  we  had  only  a  small  gathering ; 
the  balance  sheet  was  read  and  confirmed.  The  club 
will  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  Oct.  29,  the  president 
promising  to  take  the  chair.  Programmes,  3d.  each. 
I  hope  some  of  the  long-absent  members  will  bear  this 
date  in  mind  and  favour  us  with  their  companv  — 
P.  Cook. 

Royal  Oak  Angiing  Society,  Coborn  Arms 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  Oct.  6  the  following  weighed 
m  :  Messrs.  G.  Bond,  bream  and  roach ;  J.  Payne, 
perch  and  roach.  We  fish  a  match  at  Rye  House  to 
St.  Margaret's  Lock  on  Oct.  20,  four  prizes  to  be  fished 
for.  First  train  Coborn  Station,  and  all  to  get  in  the 
one  tiain  coming  home,  otherwise  disqualified.- F. 
Pignatelli. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Oct.  8,  Mr. 
G.  Pettit  weighed  in  a  show  of  roach  (largest  lib.),  and 
Mr.  R.  Smith  roach  (largest  12Joz.).  Members  please 
note  that  sea-outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  takes 
place  on  Oct.  20,  instead  of  Oct.  13.— R.  Smith. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge. 
Tborne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.-  Owing  to 
the  bad  weather  very  few  fish  were  weighed  in  on^Oct. 
6,  but  Messrs.  A.  Jenkins,  Cass,  Macey,  and  G.  Tirrell 
managed  to  get  a  few ;  T.  Lucas,  W.  Thomas,  and  G. 
Rowley  weighing-in  in  the  competition.  Next  match 
at  Windsor,  on  Oct.  27,  for  six  prizes.  The  Battersea 
Friendly  Angling  Society  has  sent  in  a  request  to  fish 
a  match  for  a  supper,  which  was  accepted. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  Owing  to  the  rough 
weather  experienced  last  week  very  little  sport  has 
been  recorded.  Our  supper  in  connection  with  the 
outing  on  Sept.  22  was  held  at  the  clubhouse,  when 
we  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  Mr.  J.  Harwood 
took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (Brompton  Angling 
Society)  the  vice-chair.  Everybody  present  acknow° 
ledged  the  superior  quality  of  the  repast,  also  the  talent 
displayed  during  our  convivial  gathering.— J.  S.  F. 
Webb. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Our  next  outino 
takes  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Oct.  13,  all  to  go  down 
by  8.40  from  Paddington  ;  all  members  to  meet  at  Red 
Lion,  Bourne  End,  on  the  TOoruing  and  start  by  signal ; 


weigh  in  at  the  Red  Lion  at  six  o'clock.  Mr.  A.  Ola.ss 
weighed  in  a  nice  sliow  of  carp  and  bream  on  Oct.  6. 
Heaviest  carp,  51b.  Delegate  gave  in  report  from  the 
central  body. — W.  L.  Kerry.  j 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shemhall- 
street,Waltham8tow. — Ourouting  toManningtree  takes 
place  on  Oct.  13.  Members  to  sign  book  at  station, 
and  to  show  fish  at  Railway  Hotel  at  0.20.  Two  rods 
to  bo  used,  one  only  for  live  bait.  No  boundary 
limit ;  nine  prizes.  On  Oct.  0,  Mr.  Calicut  weighed 
in  perch. — "  Pickwick." 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— I  was  pleased  to 
see  a  good  muster  turn  out  for  the  matcli  on  Oct.  G,  at 
Shalford,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  gale  not  a  fish  was 
taken.  The  match  will  take  place  in  the  Thames  on 
Oct.  13  (bank  only),  boundary  from  Riclmiond  Bridge 
to  Twickenham  Ferry.  Supper  also  to  be  fisliod  for 
on  same  day  under  conditions  as  last  Sunday.  There 
is  also  a  special  prize  given  by  Mr.  Jenkins  for  the 
heaviest  weight  of  dace. — W.  Cox. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Our  prize  outing  to  Bourne  End  on 
Oct.  G  resulted  as  follows:  Messrs.  lienn,  Harman, 
Dessert,  F.  Buteux,  Camp,  Styman,  and  Jlcrcer.  The 
three  remaining  prizes  not  being  taken,  1  hope  to  sec 
a  good  muster  of  members  at  our  next  meeting,  to 
decide  how  they  shall  be  fished  for.— H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — At  our  last  meeting 
it  was  resolved  that  the  club  head  the  subscription 
list  of  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  with  the  sum  of 
£1  Is.  The  list  is  at  the  club,  and  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  accept  subscriptions  from  members  who  would  like 
to  subscribe  to  such  a  deserving  fund.  The  following 
members  weighed  in  last  week:  —  Messrs.  Seal,  Sim- 
mons, Turner,  Bowles  (roach),  Newton,  jun.  (roach 
and  perch),  Pethurst  (roach  and  bream).  Our  next 
outing  takes  place  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Nov.  17,  con. 
ditions  of  which  can  be  seen  in  the  club-room. —  R 
Pethurst. 

Weymouth  Angling  Association.  —  The  usual 
weekly  meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  8,  at  the  Weymouth  Restaurant,  Mr.  E. 
Sigrist  (in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Moore)  took  the  chair. 
The  rules  of  the  association  having  been  printed,  were 
submitted  to  the  committee  and  discussed,  but  have 
not  yet  been  finally  accepted.  Three  candidates  for 
membership  were  duly  elected.  A  letter  from  Mr. 
Brown  (Weymouth),  jeweller,  was  read,  stating  the 
prices  of  the  suggested  association  badges.  A  letter  of 
thanks  was  ordered  to  be  written  to  Mr.  A.  Crewe  for 
his  photo  of  the  cormorant  and  bass.  This  cormorant 
was  found  in  the  river  in  a  dying  state  and  picked  up  ; 
he  had  endeavoured  to  swallow  a  bass  of  lib.  8oz.— 
"  Sea  Bream." 


CRAYFISH. 


It  has  never  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  what 
caused  the  Kennet,  Thames,  and  lesser  rivers  — 
their  side-streams,  and  even  ditches  -  to  be  denuded  of 
their  crayfish.  The  crustaceans  literally  "  turned  it 
up  " — came  to  the  surface  dead.  Crayfish  are  now 
quoted  wholesale  at  Billingsgate  Market  at  Is.  6d.  per 
dozen,  a  fine  price  compared  with  years  ago.  Lord 
Mayo  recently  presented  to  the  Hungerford  officials 
five  hundred  crayfish  obtained  from  Stockholm, 
to  be  turned  into  the  Dunn  and  other  water  comprised 
in  the  ancient  borough's  fine  inheritance.  There  were 
eight  hundred  crayfish  obtained  by  his  lordship,  but 
of  this  number  only  five  hundred  stood  the  journey 
and  transition,  and  these  have  been  distributed  in  the 
trout  and  grayling  streams.  Those  south  of  England 
waters  where  crayfish  died  even  more  mysteriously 
than  the  cattle,  however  isolated,  which  were  decimated 
with  the  rinderpest,  did  not  lose  trout  or  the  coarse 
fish  ;  and  in  days  when  cesspools  were  common,  and  the 
ordure  buried  deep  down  in  pits  dug  in  gardens,  where 
such  existed,  and  even  the  "  night  carts"  disposed  of 
the  stuS  in  some  portions  of  the  Kennet,  if  not  also  in 
the  Thames,  yet  crayfish  abounded  alike  in  the  mill- 
streams  and  most  of  the  ditches  connected  with  the 
main  streams  of  either  river,  and  the  writer  has 
caught  quantities  in  both.  Some  of  the  finest  crayfish 
were  caught  in  a  well-weeded  and  obscure  little  ditch- 
like watercourse  in  the  Isis  Meadows,  at  Oxford,  that 
not  even  the  Beesleys,  who  had  the  city  waters  under 
their  undisputed  sway,  ever  wot  of.  W.  F. 


It  is  said  that  the  Egyptian  Government  his  c(n- 
sented  to  continue  the  survey  of  the  fishes  of  the  Nile 
for  another  year,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Loot,  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  survey,  accordingly  left  England  a  short 
while  ago  to  resume  work  on  the  river,  .\rrangements 
have  been  made  to  send  him  up  the  Blue  Nile,  as  far 
as  it  is  navigable,  in  a  Government  steamer,  and  when 
he  has  finished  that  river  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
ascend  the  White  Nile  as  far  as  Goudokoro,  in  Uganda. 
The  Belgians  have  promised  to  co-operate  on  their 
side  of  th?  Nile- 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Saturday  last  (Oct.  5) 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  Birming- 
ham. Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  presided,  and 
Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  work  of 
the  committee  and  sub-committees  were  passed  with 
little  discussion,  and  it  was  resolved  to  hold  the  next 
annual  contest  at  Tewkesbury,  in  the  river  Severn,  the 
arrangements  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  sub- 
committee. The  balance  sheet  and  auditors'  report 
went  to  show  that  the  association  was  in  a  very 
sound  position.  The  election  of  oliicers  resulted 
in  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  being  again 
re-elected  as  president,  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield, 
of  Worcester,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost,  of  Bristol, 
vice-presidents.  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller,  of  15,  Aston-lane, 
Perry  Barr,  Birmingham,  was  elected  secretary  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  C.  White  (resigned),  Mr.  J.  Hughes  was 
elected  treasurer,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  to  serve  on  the  committee : — Mr.  L.  P. 
Green  (Reading),  Mr.  Smith  (Crewe),  Mr.  Sadler 
(Kidderminster),  Mr.  P.  Knight  (Warrington),  Mr. 
Wright  (Liverpool),  Mr.  L.  Higgs  (Malvern),  and 
Messrs.  Royal,  Dance,  Rabone,  Gumbley,  Holding, 
and  Egerton  (Birmingham).  Several  large  bye 
contests  were  decided  on  Oct.  6  in  cold  and  windy 
weather.  The  St.  Paul's  fished  their  contest  at  Fradley 
last  wedi,  when  about  100  members  competed  for  a  valu- 
able collection  of  prizes.  The  following  are  the  first  six 
prize  winners : — Messrs.  W.  Nicholls,  A.  Lacey,  H. 
Weston,  W.  Mayon,  F.  May,  and  Morris.  The  winner's 
weight  was  lib.  6oz.  The  Oak  Society  fished  a  contest 
at  Kemsey  on  the  Severn,  and  fifty  members  competed. 
The  following  members  took  the  first  three  prizes : — 
J.  Groom,  S.  Pooltou,  and  S.  Kent.  The  winner's  weight 
was  lib.  6|oz.  The  Lamp  Society  fished  their  bye- 
contest  at  the  Ketch,  near  Worcester  on  the  Severn,  and 
thirty  members  competed.  The  first  three  prize  win- 
ners are  in  the  order  named  : — J.  Williams,  S.  Taylor, 
and  E.  Roach.  The  West  End  fished  at  Kemsey 
on  Oct.  6,  when  Mr.  H.  Coleman  secured  first  prize  ; 
Mr.  Low,  second ;  and  Mr.  J.  Row,  third. — The  Lady- 
wood  club  fished  a  contest  at  the  Ketch  on  Oct.  6, 
when  the  following  members  took  the  chief  prizes  : — 
W.  Ward,  J.  Leighton,  W.  Bagley,  and  J.  Rabone. — 
The  Anglers  Pride  fished  a  bye  contest  on  Oct.  6,  when 
Mr.  J.  Crisp  took  first  honours.  We  have  had  some 
very  stormy  weather  during  the  last  week,  which  has 
kept  a  number  of  anglers  at  home.  Perch  fishing  has 
been  good,  and  chub  fishing  will  now  be  at  its  best. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Quite  contrary  to  expectations,  bream  fishing,  which 
almost  everybody  thought  was  over  for  the  season,  has 
during  the  past  ten  days  been  followed  with  a  good 
deal  of  success.  On  some  lengths  of  the  Witham, 
especially  its  lower  reaches,  the  fish  have  exhibited 
symptoms  of  hungor,  and  some  rare  good  sport  has 
been  had  amongst  the  burly  fellows  which  the  river 
contains.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Dogdyke,  and  on 
the  reaches  Bostonwards,  probably  the  best  bags  have 
been  made.  It  is  generally  noticed  that  when  bream 
are  on  the  feed  roach  are  ofE,  and  this  has  been 
demonstrated  to  a  marked  extent  recently'.  Roach 
are  being  caught  on  the  middle  reaches— notably  in 
the  Tattershall  and  Kirkstead  districts,  but  not  nearly 
so  plentifully  as  they  were  a  fortnight  ago.  On  the 
contrary,  the  Mount  Pleasant,  Hobhole,  and  Cow- 
bridge  drains  have  furnished  unlimited  sport  to  roach 
anglers,  and  some  fine  fish  have  been  creeled.  Sport 
on  the  Forty-foot  just  now  is  rather  tame.  Pike 
fishermen  are  unable  to  do  much  good  owing  to  the 
weedy  condition  of  the  waters,  but  when  these  are 
cleared  there  should  be  no  lack  of  sport  with  the 
trolling  rod,  as  the  river  teems  with  pike,  and  some 
of  them  of  a  huge  size. — The  Sheffield  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Society  fished  their  sixth  annual  match  on 
the  Witham  at  Kirkstead  on  Monday,  Oct.  7,  and 
some  extraordinary  captures  were  made.  Fishing 
lasted  for  three  hours,  and  between  six  hundred  and 
seven  hundred  anglers  took  part  in  the  contest. 
Valuable  prizes  were  offered,  and  the  match  was 
exceedingly  well  arranged.  W.  Arnold,  of  Sheifield, 
captured  the  first  prize  (which  carried  with  it  the 
society's  silver  cup  to  be  held  for  a  year)  of  £6 10s.  with 
a  catch  of  81b.  8oz.  Other  principal  prize-winners 
were :  L.  Stacey  (Sheffield),  £5,  with  71b.  1.3oz. ;  W. 
Thorpe  (Sheffield),  £4,  with  71b.  12oz.  ;  A.  Robinson 
(Sheffield),  £2  10s.,  with  71b.  BJoz. ;  G.  Wilson  (Shef- 
field), £1  15s.,  with  71b.  IJoz. ;  W.  H.  Buttler  (Shef- 
field), £1  6s.  3d.,  with  71b.;  H.  Redfern  (Sheffield), 
£1  6s.  3d.,  with  71b. ;  J.  Walker  (Lincoln),  £1  2s.  6d., 
with  Gib.  14oz. ;  J.  Allinson  (Sheffield),  £1,  with 
61b.  9oz.  ;  and  T.  Harrison  (Sheffield),  £1,  with 
61b.  2^oz  The  lowest  weight  of  fish  that  gained  a 
money  prize  was  31b.  3|oz. 


FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  St.  George's  Angling  Association,  of  Newington, 
Hull,  wound  up  a  very  successful  season  by  fishing  a 
sweepstakes  at  Firebeacon,  on  the  river  Ludd,  on  Oct. 
1,  and  participated  in  very  fair  sport,  Mr.  Thomas 
Chester  topping  ^the  prize  winners  with  71b.  llfoz., 
Mr.  J.  Tate  being  second  with  51b.  4Joz.,  and  Mr.  W. 
Hewitson,  third,  with  31b.  3Joz.  The  river  Hull  is 
now  in  nice  condition,  both  in  the  upper  waters  and 
the  tidal  portion,  and  during  the  past  week  several 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  anglers  were  Messrs.  M.  Darby, 
Cheeseman,  Peaohey,  C.  Tm-ner,  Phillipson,  Drewery, 
and  others ;  and  amongst  the  best  fish  shown  at 
the  various  club-houses  in  the  city,  Mr.  A.  Culkin, 
of  the  Corporation  Angling  Society,  had  ae  roach 
of  lib.  lloz.,  caught  in  the  river  near  to  Arram 
Beckend ;  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  a  bream  of  lib.  4oz. 
from  Beverly  Beckend  ;  ,aud  Messrs.  Drewery,  Hibden, 
J.  Cheeseman,  and  others  have  had  roach  weighing 
lib.  each  and  over.  On  Monday  (Oct.  7),  although  the 
weather  was  very  stormy,  Mr.  J.  Cheeseman  took  twelve 
good  roach  with  paste  at  Donswell,  and  good  takes 
have  been  made  as  low  down  the  river  as  Burton 
HaU.  The  North  Myton  Angling  Association  fished 
their  last  match  of  the  season  the  other  day  at  Weel 
Ferry,  Mr.  J.  W.  Walford  securing  the  first  prize  with 
lib.  13|oz.,  Mr.  R.  H.  Barlow  second  with  lib.  lOoz., 
and  Mr.  W.  Ledger  third  with  lib.  5oz.  Mr.  R.  H. 
Barlow  is  the  winner  of  the  association's  gold  medal  for 
most  points  during  the  past  season  ;  Messrs.  T.  Jevons, 
G.  Thompson,  Mark  Darby,  and  W.  Ledger,  medals 
for  aggregate  weights ;  and  Messrs.  Barlow,  Darby, 
Sanderson,  Wilcox,  Simmonds,  Matthews,  and 
Thompson,  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  The  Norfolk 
Arms  Angling  Club  fished  their  last  match  also 
on  the  river  at  Hull  Bridge,  Messrs.  T.  Wright, 

F.  H.  Barnes,  and  S.  Jaggers  taking  the 
first  three  prizes.  Several  local  societies  will  wind  up 
their  season  this  week-end,  Hull  Fair  commencing  on 
the  11th,  the  River  Hull  Angling  Society  fishing  on 
the  river  at  Weel  Ferry  and  the  Hull  Town  Associa- 
tion on  the  river  Ludd,  at  Firebeacon,  which  has 
proved  to  be  by  far  the  best  fishing  ground  for  our 
backend  matches. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

One  of  our  latest,  and  also  one  of  the  most  promising, 
angling  organisations  in  this  county  is  the  Widnes 
Angling  Association.  They  have  wound  up  their  first 
season  with  a  splendid  record  of  success.  In  their  last 
contest  Messrs.  T.  Coupe,  P.  Mitchell,  H.  Stirrup,  and 

G.  Yates  secured  the  first  four  prizes.  They  have 
secured  some  very  valuable  waters  and  intend  instruc- 
ting all  the  members  in  the  art  of  fly  fishing.  It  is 
quite  evident  this  society  has  been  started  on 
sound  lines  and  is  sure  eventually  to  prosper. 
The  last  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association  was  of  a  quieter 
description  than  usual,  little  of  public  interest  being 
discussed.  It  was  decided  to  make  a  grant  to- 
wards the  Thames  anglers.  Several  new  members 
were  elected  to  the  already  extensive  roll  call. 
It  is  announced  that,  in  all  probability,  a  new 
station  will  be  opened,  which  will  be  of  great 
convenience  to  members  visiting  their  waters  at 
Newbridge,  a  rendezvous  for  the  Weaver.  The  St. 
Helen's  anglers  have  arranged  two  rather  late 
outings,  one  to  Lancaster  Canal  and  the  other  to  a 
well-known  resort,  Little  Budworth.  Evidently  the 
social  aspect  of  these  fixtures  predominates,  for  the 
prizes  are  of  only  moderate  value.  No  less  than  five 
contests  were  down  for  decision  on  Saturday  last, 
but  not  one  is  reported  on ;  probably  not  one  is  worth 
noting.  Three  were  of  an  open  character  and  two 
club  matches.  From  limited  reports  it  is  not  yet 
known  to  what  extent  our  rivers  have  improved  by 
recent  rains. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Britannia  Angling  Society  closed  the  season  at 
Lostock  Gralam  on  Oct.  5  and  succeeded  in  awarding 
all  prizes  offered,  Mr.  Smith  taking  premier  honours. 
Our  local  river,  the  Bollin,  at  last  has  had  .some  fresh 
water  and  is  fishing  better,  pike  above  all  coarse  fish 
affording  the  best  sport.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society 
are  naturally  jubilant  over  a  very  successful  season 
and  are  preparing  for  an  eventful  evening,  when  the 
Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  is  handed  over  to  them 
for  safe  custody  during  the  next  twelve  months. 
During  a  short  career  they  have  accomplished  some 
really  good  work,  and  deserve  every  praise.  The 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  notify  the  following  dates 
for  their  annual  events  next  season : — July  19, 
Junior  Championship ;  Aug.  9,  Senior  Championship ; 
Sept.  6,  Shield  Competition.  These  are  the  usual  dates 
for  these  time  honoured  events.  The  Buckland 
Angling  Society,  after  surviving  the  gale,  succeeded 
in  bringing  their  season  to  a  close  at  Irlam  on  the 
5th,  awarding  their  prizes  for  satisfactory  weights. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  Mr.  A.  Tomlinson,  the 
veteran  secretary  of  the  Ellesmere  Angling  Society, 
has  accepted  office  for  the  ensuing  year.  Several  of 
our  city  rods  have  had  unpleasant  interviews  with 
gamekeepers  and  policemen  lately.  What  will  general 
associaitions  do  in  this  question. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  risen  over  one  foot,  and  it  is  possible  that 
barbel  fishing  is  over  for  the  season.  Heavy  rains,  com- 
bined with  sharp  frosts  at  nights,  have  sent  the  fish  into 
deeper  quarters,  and  until  milder  weather  prevails  there 
is  little  chance  of  fishers,  in  the  direction  indicated, 
securing  fish.  On  private  waters  Mr.  W.  H.  Shaw, 
of  Nottingham,  has  taken  with  the  cockspur  worm  a 
splendid  perch  weighing  31b.  4oz.  In  addition  the 
same  gentleman  took  no  end  of  perch  up  to 
12oz.  each.  On  the  Averham  section  of  the  river 
Mr.  R.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  City  Piscatorials  Society,  has 
secured  nine  very  fine  barbel  with  greaves ;  and  imme- 
diately adjoining,  Mr.  J.  Collen  has  bagged  five  barbel, 
weighing  in  the  aggregate  over  161b.  Since  our  last, 
since  the  rise  of  the  river,  a  large  number  of  pike  have 
been  caught  with  the  trolling  bait  on  various  stretches 
of  the  Trent. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD, 

The  rains  that  have  been  recently  recorded 
have  had  no  appreciable  effect  on  our  waters,  and 
angling  has  been  rather  "off"  this  week.  Those 
who  visited  the  Boston  district  were  very  much 
disappointed,  and  the  Trent  also  did  far  from  well. 
Prospects  in  this  river  are  now  somewhat  doubtful. 
The  water  is  very  clear  and  wants  freshening  badly 
and  the  rubbish  sweeping  away,  but  there  may  be  too 
heavy  a  fall  and  the  river  be  a  long  time  before  it 
comes  down  to  the  proper  fishing  level.  A  medium 
fall  just  now,  with  the  touches  of  frost  we  are  having, 
would  be  welcome.  Perhaps  the  best  fishing  had  has 
been  at  Kirkstead,  and  then  principally  in  one  of  those 
matches  in  which  Sheffielders  so  delight.  This  competi- 
tion was  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  An- 
glers' Society,  and  despite  the  disagreeable  weather  out- 
look 663  anglers  decided  to  try  their  skill  for  a  portion 
of  the  £60  offered  in  prizes.  There  was  a  very  strong 
wind  blowing,  but  the  result  of  the  three  hours' 
fishing  was  eminently  satisfactory.  The  highest 
catch  was  made  by  W.  Arnold,  a  well-known 
Sheffield  angler,  who  grassed  81b.  Boz.,  and  thus 
gained  the  top  prize  of  £6  10s.,  and  the  possession  of  a 
silver  cup  for  a  year.  The  lowest  catch  of  the  first 
thirty  competitors  was  41b.  2oz.,  and  as  an  indication 
of  the  sport  it  is  noticeable  that  the  lowest  weight  of  fish 
to  gain  a  money  prize  was  31b.  3f  oz.  The  fish  were 
principally  roach  of  medium  size,  no  specially  good 
specimen  being  landed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  have  been  several  club  competitions,  but 
owing  to  the  unpropitious  weather  sport  was  poor.  A 
few  anglers  have  had  good  sport  on  the  Teme.  One 
angler  caught  nineteen  brace  of  fine  grayling,  besides 
coarse  fish,  in  the  Ludlow  district ;  others  did  well  nearer 
home,  and  some  fine  chub  were  caught  at  Knightwick 
with  pith  and  brains  ;  Messrs.  T.  Prosser,  Millington, 
and  Cooper  had  capital  creels  of  grayling  and  very  fine 
dace,  and  some  fine  chub  and  good  roach  have 
been  caught  in  the  Severn;  one  angler,  fishing 
close  to  the  city,  caught  a  fine  chub,  -weigh- 
ing 41b.  lOoz.,  with  cheese  paste,  others  up  to 
21b.  were  also  taken.  So  great  have  been  the 
numbers  of  anglers  that  have  fished  the  Severn 
from  the  Ketch  down  to  Upton-on-Severn,  and  so 
unsportsmanlike  have  they  been  in  taking,  in  most 
cases,  "all  fish  that  came  to  net,"  that  the  local 
anglers  intend  doing  their  best  to  stop  such  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  Kempsey  and  Severn  Stoke 
Angling  Association,  which  is  recently  formed, 
and  of  which  Mr.  W.  Averill  is  the  secretary,  has 
issued  a  warning  notice  to  the  Press.  A  case  of  more 
than  ordinary  interest  to  local  anglers  will  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  magistrates  in  the  police-court 
at  Pershore  on  Tuesday  next  (Oct.  15).  Mr.  Spiers, 
of  the  Railway  Inn,  Defford,  has  summoned 
Harry  Wood  and  another  for  fishing  in  the  Avon 
at  Birlingham,  of  which  he  claims  the  sole  fishing 
rights.  The  men  had  full  permission  to  fish  from  the 
landholder,  who  is  much  incensed  at  this  attempt  to 
interfere  with  his  rights.  Counsel  is  engaged  on  both 
sides,  and  the  result  is  anxiously  awaited. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Close  upon  forty  anglers  took  part  in  the  annual 
competition  of  the  Stockton  Moor  Steel  Smelter's 
Company  in  the  Swale  at  Morton,  near  North- 
allerton, on  Oct.  5.  The  water  was  very  muddy,  and 
those  with  plenty  of  worm  fared  the  best.  The 
baskets  were  not  weighed,  but  several  prizes  were 
given  by  tradesmen  and  others  for  the  heaviest 
fish  caught.  Mr.  George  Stark  led  the  winners 
with  a  chub  weighing  lib.  6oz.,  and  also  took  the 
prize  for  the  heaviest  weight  of  fish,  as  he  had  two  or 
three  smaller  fish  in  addition  to  his  big  chub.  After 
the  competition  the  anglers  dined  at  the  Non 
Plus  Hotel,  Morton-on-Swale,  Mr.  J.  Griffiths,  an 
ardent  angler,  presiding.  The  York  Leeman-road 
Working  Men's  Club  and  the  York  Phcenix  Club — 
each  supplying  a  team  of  eight — fished  a  match  on 
Oct.  5  at  Elvington,  Phcenix  winning  with  a  little  in 
hand.  Grand  service  for  Phcenix  was  done  by  C. 
Armstrong,  and  for  Leeman-road  by  W.  Smith. 
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ilofes  from  tJ^e  '^oxtf). 

The  weather  has  heen  too  rough  for  good  sport.  The 
King  was  out  in  the  forest  at  Balmoral  on  Monday, 
and  hagged  a  fine  "  imperial  "  in  addition  to  two  other 
stags.  On  Tuesday  his  Majesty  was  out,  but  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  weather  did  not  stay  on  the  hill  over 
long.  Just  as  he  was  leaving,  however,  the  "  drive 
came  full  in  view,  but  too  late  for  a  shot.  Since  then 
the  King  has  not  been  able  to  be  abroad.  He  is  now 
all  right,  however,  and  wilLshoot  duringithe  remainder 
of  his  stay. 


The  rains  have  at  last  come,  and  the  rivers  are 
moving.  The  Don  was  up  several  inches  on  Monday 
(Oct.  7),  but  as  many  feet  are  wanted  there.  The  Dee 
is  in  capital  trim,  and  sport  is  improving. 

Donald  Stewart,-  the  King's  deerstalker-in-chief,  is 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  is  hale  and  active,  and 
was  in  the  forest  with  his  royal  master  last  Monday 
week,  when  the  King  caught  a  cold.  Donald  is 
also  a  keen  angler  with  the  fly ;  he  hates  the  legion 
of  "minnons,"  prawns,  and  "other  deevilish  devices." 


A  sad  gun  accident  occurred  at  StrathpefEer  last 
week,  when  one  of  Sir  Alfred  Hickman's  guests  shot 
the  aged  keeper  in  the  face  and  full  about  the  eyes. 
It  was  quite  accidental,  but  the  poor  fellow  runs  a 
chance  of  being  blind  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 


Professor  Cash  had  a  fine  fish  of  271b.  on  the 
Grandholm  Don  water  the  other  day. 

The  little  Ugie  near  Peterhead  is  doing  well  just 
now.  This  was  anticipated  when  a  spate  oame,  and 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  are  being  got  daily  from 
the  pools  all  over  the  eight  miles  of  ticket  water. 
Mr.  Jas.  Crichton  had  one  of  13^1b.  ;  Mr.  Haugh, 
Kent,  one  of  91b. ;  Dr.  Kelman,  London,  one,  lOJlb. ; 
Miss  G.  St.  John,  London,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Mrs. 
Kelman.  several  sea-trout ;  Mr.  Strachan,  one  salmon, 
101b. ;  Mr.  George  Vaux,  London,  two  grilse,  41b. 
each  ;  and  Mr.  Hunter,  Peterhead,  one  grilse,  4Jlb. 

Mr.  Lumsden,-  Eavenscraig  House,  has  had  over 
seventy  sea-trout  and  finnock  on  the  Ugie,  in  spite  of 
its  dried-up  condition. 

Mr.  Wm.  Ingram,  Bronte  Cottage,  Inverugie,  Mr. 
Pyper,  Peterhead,  and  several  other  anglers  have  had 
baskets  of  from  six  to  twelve  sea-trout  every  time  out. 

Three  years  ago  the  nets  were  taken  off  the  Ugie,  it 
was  created  a  model  angling  river,  and  now  the 
harvest  is  being  reaped— and  a  good  one  to  boot. 

On  the  South  Esk  Colonel  Murray  and  Mr.  Dutton 
have  had  fair  sport,  having  several  fish  between  them 
of  221b.^and  241b.  weight. 


Mr.  Oldham  creeled  a  501b.  salmon  on  the  North 
Esk  on  Friday  (Oct.  4).  This  is  the  top  weight  of  the 
season,  and  the  record  fish  for  the  North  Esk. 

Sand-eels  are  at  a  premium.  Now  that  the  northern 
waters  are  coming  into  trim  its  capabilities  will  be 
fully  tested.  We  used  it  twenty  years  ago  with 
splendid  success,  but  could  not  keep  it  then. 

Special  Scotch. 


GEESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Me.  J.  P.  CoNNELLAN  was  voted  to  the  chair  for 
Tuesday  evening's  meeting.  There  was  a  small  atten- 
dance of  members,  the  weather  being  very  rough. 
Poor  sport  has  been  the  rule  during  the  past  week 
Several  members  were  at  Leigh  for  the  flat-fish  durinc^ 
the  week  end,  and  on  Monday,  but  the  wind  increased 
to  a  gale  then,  and  little  sport  to  speak  of  resulted 
Messrs.  Gray,  Hayward,  Davies,  and  Riches  each  had 
a  few  fish.  The  writer  and  two  friends  fishing  from  a 
boat  had  one  fish  between  them.  Some  few  others 
reported  a  total  blank.  Mr.  Emery  had  a  nice 
take  of  roach  and  chub.  Mr.  Fosbrooke  roach 
and  gudgeon,  Mr.  Allen  whiting  from  Gorleston  To 
compensate  for  all  this  disappointment  the  meeting 
was  quite  enthused  by  the  receipt  of  a  wire  from  Mr. 
J.  Barten  at  Ballycotton  announcing  his  capture  of  a 
skate  with  rod,weighing  1201b.  No  further  information 
is  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing,  but  surely  this  must 
be  a  record.  Mr.  Gray  brought  in  a  tray  of  handsome 
chub  taken  by  him  during  the  day,  the  three  larger 
ones  weighing  41b.  4Joz.,  21b.  14oz.,  and  21b.  9oz  One 
gentleman  was  elected  to  membership,  and  the  usual 
toast  and  a  vote  of  thanks  being  accorded  to  the  chair 
the  meeting  terminated.  I  would  direct  attention  to 
tbe  Item  on  the  programme  against  Oct.  22  when 
members  are  requested  to  read  short  papers  on 
holiday  experiences.  j.  h.  Walkee, 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon  Sec 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  general  meeting  of  members,  held 
at  the  Restaurant  Prascati  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  9, 
at  8  p.m.,  Mr.  Tucker  in  the  chair,  the  ruinutes  of 
the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Tlie  secretary 
read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal,  South- 
wold,  Scarborough  and  Aldeburgh,  and  a  special  report 
from  Ballycotton  from  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  who  had 
been  fishing  there  with  Mr.  Basten  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Maull ; 
he  had  had  good  sport  with  the  bream  and  the  whiting  in 
spite  of  the  bad  weather,  good  fish  all  of  them  ;  one  ling 
111b.  14oz.  ;  another  day  though  rough  took  ten  score 
of  fish,  whiting  averaging  If  lb.,  grey  and  red  gurnard, 
and  a  few  small  conger.  Plenty  of  pollack  about,  but  not 
feeding.  Mr.  Potter,  from  Eastbourne,  reported  a  take 
of  eleven  score  and  fourteen  of  whiting,  one  score  dabs, 
and  a  dozen  dog-fish  to  his  own  rod.  Mr.  Minchin,  fish- 
ing at  Deal  with  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Percy  Edwards, 
caught  a  few  codling  and  pouting,  and  a  few  whiting. 
Fish  were  being  freely  taken  at  Kingsdown  and 
Walmer.  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  had  been  at  Deal, 
taking  two  and  a  half  score  whiting  of  good  size. 
Mr.  Humphreys  had  also  done  well,  had  a  plaice  of 
21b.  Mr.  Tautz  had  also  been  at  Deal.  Mr.  Jago  had 
been  to  Leigh  with  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  ; 
owing  to  a  bad  tide  and  foul  weather,  had  not 
much  sport,  but  took  a  few  flounders  late  on  tide. 
Mr.  Summers,  at  Burnham-on-Crouch,  fishing  in  the 
deep  water,  took  three  score  whiting,  best  over  lib. ; 
afterwards,  fishing  up-river,  a  codling  over  lib.,  an  eel 
lib.,  and  pouting  up  to  fib.,  two  and-a-half  score 
whiting — much  more  plentiful  than  in  previous  years. 
Mr.  Carman  reported  upon  Margate,  Mr.  Petrzy- 
walski  having  been  out  in  spite  of  the  bad  weather ; 
codling  were  being  taken,  one  cod  of  61b.,  also  lemon 
soles  and  whiting  up  to  16oz.  Mr.  Henwood  had  been 
fishing  at  Weymouth.  Mr.  Edwards  reported  fishing 
at  Deal  with  his  son,  and  in  spite  of  the  weather 
caught  one  day  seventeen  whiting,  fair  size,  and  a 
codling  31b.  to  41b. ;  next  day  seventeen  whiting  and 
over  a  score  of  decent  codling.  Discussion  was  re- 
sumed on  the  use  of  charcoal  for  temporarily  preserv- 
ing fish  for  bringing  home,  Mr.  Parker  producing 
a  sample  of  charcoal  from  the  willow  very 
finely  powdered.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  drew  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  some  fish  took  more 
kindly  to  this  mode  of  keeping  than  others,  and 
that  the  eight  or  ten  days  mentioned  by  him  last 
week  must  be  construed  as  the  most  favourable  result 
of  its  use.  The  customary  toast  of  "  Success  to  the 
Society,"  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman, 
closed  the  meeting. — W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Secretary. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Me.  Feank  Waed  was  in  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  but  the  gales  of  wind  and  rain  had  inter- 
fered greatly  with  sport,  there  being  nothing  reported 
of  a  satisfactory  nature  from  either  Newbury  or 
Uxbridge.  Several  members  had  been  down  to  the 
Colne  and  had  caught  perch,  pike,  and  roach,  but  the 
bags  were  poor  and  the  fish  taken  small.  News  had 
been  received  from  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman,  who  is  fishing 
the  Deveron,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  killed  two  good 
salmon.  On  Oct.  21  a  special  general  meeting  will 
held  for  the  transaction  of,  important  business, 
and  the  date  of  the  annual  supper  has  been  fixed  for 
Monday,  Nov.  25.— M.  G.  E.  de  C. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Me.  W.  T.  Attwood  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  9.  Several  matters  of  business  were  gone  into, 
and  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund  was  further 
supported.  Our  outing  to  Huntingdon  was  a  decided 
success  from  the  social  point  of  view,  but  rather  a 
failure  as  regards  sport.  All  members  took  a  number 
of  fish,  but  none  at  all  worthy  of  recording.  Our  week- 
day outing  will  take  place  at  St.  Neot's  on  Oct  16. 
Reports  of  sport  since  last  report  are  universally  bad, 
but  the  following  members  have  taken  fish  : — Messrs. 
H.  Dunn,  G.  Parsons,  and  J.  Potter  (roach  and  rudd), 
F.  J.  Hudd,  P.  J.  Jagels,  and  J.  C.  Webb  (roach),  J. 
Parsons  and  J.  B.  Clements  (roach  and  pike),  and  G. 
Westrup  (roach  and  perch).  G.  W. 


SOUTH    LONDON    ANGLERS'  UNITED 
VISITING  LIST. 


On  Oct.  6  about  seventy  members  of  the  angling 
societies  affiliated  to  the  above  list  fished  a  match  at 
Wargrave  for  a  series  of  money  prizes  to  the  value  of 
about  £8.  Small  takes  were  the  order  of  the  day, 
owing  to  the  gale  which  took  place.  The  whole  of  the 
prizes  were  taken,  and  the  following  nine  names 
represent  the  principal  prize-winners : — Messrs.  G. 
Etherington  (21b.  IJoz.),  £i.  Is. ;  W.  Stone  (lib.  9f  oz.), 
15s.;    and  E.  Cadman  (lib.  9foz.),  12s.  6d.  (all 


Blackfriars  Angling  Society) ;  Street  (North  Brixton), 
lib.  Ifoz. ;  W.  Cartwright  (Oglanders),  15Joz. ;  P. 
Barker  (Blackfriars),  l.^Joz. ;  C.  Williams,  sen. 
(Hatcham  Brothers),  15oz. ;  Pordham  (United 
Brothers),  14f  oz. ;  and  E.  Emery  (St.  Albans),  14oz. 
(10s.  6d.  prizes).  The  remainder  arc  5s.  prizes,  and 
the  following  are  the  winners  up  to  the  amount  paid 
in  for  tickets :— Messrs.  Whiley  and  Summerfield 
(Blackfriars),  G.  Cartwright  (Oglanders),  Wigley 
(Bermondsey  Brothers),  Donaldson  (St.  Aliians), 
Belton  (United  Brothers),  Stump  (Blackfriars),  and 
others.  The  weighing  in  took  place  at  the  Greyhound 
Hotel  at  Wargrave,  Host  Andrews,  who  gave  every 
assistance  that  laid  in  his  power,  and  kindly  supported 
the  prize-sheet.  There  is  no  doubt  that  South  London 
anglers  will  give  him  every  support  in  the  future  when 
they  happen  to  be  in  the  vicinity.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Oglanders,  East 
Dulwich,  on  Thursday  (Oct.  31).  The  next  visit  takes 
place  on  Monday  (Oct.  14)  to  the  Firm  and  True,  the 
Prince  Regent,  Beresford-street,  Walworth,  trusting 
they  will  have  a«  good  bumping  concert,  this  being 
their  first  visit.  A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 

10,  Warndon-strect,  Rotherhithe. 


BRENTFORD  AND  DISTRICT 
PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  above  club  held  their  week's  competition  in 
the  Thames  between  Sept.  .30  and  Oct.  5,  boundary 
between  Twickenham  Perry  and  Strand-ou-thc-Green, 
Chiswick  ;  all  fish  weighed  bar  pike.  The  following 
members  fished :— Messrs.  W.  J.  Gomm,  J.  P.,  G. 
Baldwin,  W.  Lee,  A.  Dyerson,  S.  Neville,  W.  Hamblin, 
P.  Tulley,  H.  G.  Gomm,  J.  K.  Bohling,  C.  H.  Penne- 
father,  H.  T.  Gomm,  and  H.  Smith.  The  Thames  was 
very  unfavourable  for  angling,  and  poor  sport  was 
obtained.  On  completion  of  the  contest  on  Saturday 
night  only  four  members  had  weighed  in  at  head- 
quarters, Castle  Hotel,  Brentford.  Mr.  A.  Dyerson 
secured  first  prize  with  a  take  of  41b.  15Joz.,  and  Mr. 
C.  H.  Pennefather  was  second  with  41b.  lOJoz. 

G.  Fielder. 


FISH  UNFIT  FOR  FOOD  CONDEMNED 
IN  SEPTEMBER. 


DuEiNG  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  imfit  for  human  food  88  tons 
19  cwts.  2  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  represent- 
ing 1  ton  in  about  191  tons ;  and  2  tons  11  cwts.  at 
Shadwell,  representing  1  ton  in  about  67  tons  6  cwts. 
1  qr.  at  Farringdon.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered 
during  September  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market 
was  16,986  tons,  of  which  13,083  tons  arrived  by  land 
and  3,903  tons  were  delivered  by  water ;  and  at  Shad- 
well  the  total  delivery  was  170  tons  by  land.  Among 
the  fish  condemned  at  Billingsgate  were  bream  (4  cwts. 
sea,  and  1  ton  fresh-water) ;  cod  (1  ton) ;  crabs  ;  dog- 
fish (1  ton  12  cwts.) ;  eels  (2  tons) ;  gurnets  (18  cwts.)  ; 
haddocks  (5  tons  12  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  herrings  (3  tons 
15  cwts.  2  qrs.) ;  and  kippers  (2  tons  16  cwts.) ;  lobsters, 
mackerel,  mussels  (3  tons  8  cwts.) ;  oysters,  periwinkles 
(4  tons  10  cwts.)  ;  plaice  (5  tons  8  cwts.) ;  salmon, 
frozen ;  shrimps  (23  tons  5  cwts.) ;  skate  (10  tons 
3  cwts.);  smelts  (15  cwts.  2  qrs.);  soles;  turbot ; 
whelks  (4  tons  18  cwts.) ;  whiting  (16  tons  14  cwts.) ; 
and  witches.  W.  Weench  Towse. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.C. 
Oct.  9,  1901. 


A  FISHY  STORY. 


Jolui  Dory  and  Anchovy  (Anne  Chovy)  met  at  a 
jJlaicc  (place)  called  Pifce-Hole.  He  was  a  sJimnp  of  a 
man  and  shell-fish  (selfish),  she  a  crabbed  woman.  He 
asked  her  to  marry  him  and  gave  her  herring  (her 
ring)  two  dace  (days)  afterwards.  They  spent  their 
honeymoon  at  Fishhomne,  where  they  used  to  flounder 
on  the  shore  and  where  they  smelt  the  refreshing  ozone. 
Once  by  mistake  he  skinned  her  eel  (heel)  which  caused 
her  to  luhalc  (wail).  Another  time,  when  he  was  fishing 
for  crabs,  the  sole  of  his  foot  was  stung  by  a  jelly  risli. 
This  vexed  him  much  as  he  had  promised  to  take  his 
wife  to  skate  that  day.  Instead,  he  took  her  to  dine 
at  a  cafe,  where  they  haddock  (had  hock)  and  an 
excellent  dinner.  John  Dory  seemed  imwlling  to 
leave  the  table,  and  his  face  assumed  the  hue  of  a 
lobster  which  caused  his  wife  to  cry  "sturgeon  (stir 
John)  or  we  shall  be  late."  The  mussels  (muscles)  of 
his  face  relaxed  as  he  rose  to  follow  her.  Even 
anemone  (an  enemy)  could  not  call  him  shell-Tish 
(selfish)  to-day.  R.  M.  CrxixGHAM. 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishnig  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  .McClelland 
"Athenian  "of  the  Fishing  Gazelle.  With  eighty  illustrations' 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampsou  Low,  Marston  and  Co 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London. 
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The  "  Amateur  Angler  "  says  he  has  learnt  some- 
thing during  his  recent  visit  to  Herefordshire — namely, 
how  to  physic  a  pig.  "  Take  an  old  boot,  make  a  holf 
in  the  toe  and  another  in  the  heel.  Put  the  boot  int  ' 
the  pig's  mouth  to3  downwards,  pour  the  drench  intu 
the  hole  at  the  heel,  and  down  it, goes.  If  you  try  t  j 
drench  a  pig  with  the  usual  horn  he  will  crunch  it,  o 
if  with  a  bottle  he  will  smash  it  and  lacerate  hi^ 
mouth.  Vfrbiim  sajj. ;  he  can  do  nothing  with  an  old 
boot !  "  [I  have  heard  of  the  "cow  with  a  crumpled 
horn,"  but  did  not  know  that  the  pig  was  likely  t" 
emulate  the  "  crumpling  "  trick.  There  are  more  way^ 
than  one  of  killing  a  cat,  but  it  is  not  generally  known 
how  to  "bleed"  a  pig.  Perhaps  the  "A.  A.,"  whos 
love  of  animals  is  proverbial,  will  give  me  a  "  wrinkle  ' 
on  the  subject.] 


The  proprietors  of  the  Old  Welsh  Harp  Hotel, 
Hendon,  Middlesex,  offer  the  following  cash  and  othei 
prizes : — £1  Is.  for  the  largest  perch  taken  from  the 
bank  during  the  month  of  October  ;  £1  Is.  for  the 
largest  jack  taken  from  the  bank  during  the  month  of 
November  ;  and  a  special  ticket  (entitling  the  holder  to 
fish  these  waters  until  March,  1902)  for  the  largest 
carp  taken  on  Sunday,  Oct.  13  ;  and  another  for  th> 
gross  weight  of  roach  taken  on  Sunday,  Oct.  20.  Bottom 
fishing,  Is.  a  day ;  live-bait  fishing,  2s.  6d.  a  day.  Th.' 
rules  of  the  fishery  must  be  complied  with,  and  th- 
Thames  measurements  only  recognised.  The  fish  to 
be  weighed  in  the  private  bar  of  the  Old  Welsh  Harj^i 
from  6  to  7.30,  at  which  hour  the  scales  close. 


]Mr.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket  (writing  on 
Thursday),  says  that  with  regard  to  the  fishiu^^ 
on  the  river  Lark,  there  is  really  nothing  worth 
reporting.  The  water  is  in  good  condition,  but  the 
heavy  rains  and  storms  "  look  like  lasting  for  a  week." 
We  have  been  longing  for  a  good  "  push  "  of  water, 
and  we  are  having  it. 


I  NOTE  that  one  of  our  Royal  princesses  is  exerting  her 
influence  in  the  direction  of  sending  out  plum-pudding  , 
pipes,  tobacco,  and  woollen  socks  as  Christmas  gift  i 
for  the  1st  and  Brd  battalions  King's  Royal  Rifles  and 
Mounted  Infantry  in  South  Africa.  Contributions 
should  be  sent  to  Cumberland  Lodge,  Windsor,  or  to 
the  Rifle  Depot,  Gosport,  before  Nov.  9.  I  have 
several  brother  anglers  in  South  Africa  fighting  for^io 
King,  and,  imfortunately,  the  names  of  three  wh  > 
have  fallen  in  battle.  Never  a  mail  goes  out  but  som_' 
comforts  are  sent  to  my  friends — cake,  cigarette^, 
tobacco,  and  other  "comforts."  If  I  knew  to  whoi.i 
I  could  send  something  for  the  Boers — well,  they 
should  have  "  socks." 


Two  torpedo-boat  destroyers  have  been  in  collision, 
and  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  two  vessels  shows  that 
the  damage  is  not  so  serious  as  was  at  first  reported. 
One  was  named  ^wgZer  and  the  other  Salmon.  It  is 
gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Angler  came  ofi  better 
than  the  Salmon. 


A  FBiENDwho  has  fished  many  rivers  in  England  fur 
coarse  fish,  and  whose  greatest  pleasure  is  in  securing 
"specimen"  gudgeon,  writes  me  from  Downton  (on 
the  Wiltshire  Avon),  where  I  have  captured  some  very 
large  gudgeon,  as  follows  : — "  In  the  report  from  Bot- 
tisham  Locks  (Waterbeach)  it  is  stated  that  '  plenty 
of  gudgeon  had  ciglit  inches  long.'  Now  I  never  saw 
one  in  my  life,  and  never  heard  but  of  one  that 
length.  The  T.A.P.S.  would  do  well  to  secure  a  few 
hundred  to  put  in  a  place  where  such  '  giants'  could 
breed.  Gudgeon  may  be  legally  taken  from  the  Thames 
four  inches  in  length  ;  rudd,  six  inches  ;  roach,  seven 
inches  ;  and  perch,  eight  inches.  I  wonder  wheth  r 
these  gudgeon  were  young  barbel  1 " 


We  have  all  heard  of  "  Salmon  and  Gluckstein,"  ai  d 
are  also  tolerably  familiar  with  salmon  and  cucumber, 
but  seldom  associate  salmon  with  cabbage.  Howevc  , 
the  river  Trent  recently  overflowed  its  banks,  and 
several  fish  were  stranded  in  the  shallows  bet  wee  ,i 
Gainsborough  and  Morton.  A  well-known  solicitor 
resident  at  Morton  "  discovered  a  fine  salmon  weighii  g 
201b.  to  261b.  floundering  among  the  cabbages  in  bis 
garden !  " 


Anglees  who  use  Deal  pier  will  be  very  sorry  to  hear 
that  Teddy  Lawrence,  the  pier-head  man  whom  every- 
body knows,  is  lying  very  seriously,  if  not  dangerously, 
ill  in  Canterbury  Hospital.  He  has  been  ailing  all 
the  summer,  and  although^he  made  one  or  two  attempts 
to  return  to  duty  he  was  too  ill,  and  was  obliged  to 
give  it  up. 


The  Navy  League  will,  on  Oct.  21,  decorate  the 
Nelson  colamn,  Trafalgar-square.  Donations  towards 
the  decoration  fund  should  be  sent  to  the  secretary. 


13,  Victoria-street,  S.W.  Wreaths  should  reach  the 
office  not  later  than  Saturday  morning,  Oct.  19.  The 
executive  committee  will  endeavour  to  make  arrange- 
ments that  members  and  associates  wearing  the  Navy 
League  badge  shall  be  afforded  every  facility  for  view- 
ing the  decorations  at  the  base  of  the  column. 


"  Teuthful  Tommy  "  writes  me  :  "  Dear  Drag, — I 
went  to  Deal  last  week  for  a  day's  fishing  on  the  pier. 
Sport  was  of  the  poorest,  but  our  mutual  friend  Mr. 
Richardson  informed  me  that  excellent  catches  had 
been  made  the  day  before,  and  I  have  since  heard  from 
him  that  the  sport  the  next  day  was  '  splendid.'  I 
have  fully  considered  these  reports,  and  have  con- 
sequently made  up  my  mind  that  next  time  I  go  a- 
fishing  I  shall  not  go  on  the  day,  but  shall  make  my 
attempt  the  day  before  or  the  day  after.  This  proposi- 
tion wants  a  bit  of  thinking  out,  but  I  feel  sure  that 
any  of  your  readers  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  worry 
through  it  will  agree  as  to  the  correctness  of  my 
conclusions." 


]Me.  G.  H.  Franklin  writes  : — "  The  Islington  Bros. 
A.S.  are  promoting  a  concert  (which  will  take  place  on 
Oct.  15  at  their  club  house,  the  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road)  on  behalf  of  the  mother  of  the  late  Mr. 
Benny  who  was  killed  at  Amberley  recently.  Any  sub- 
scriptions towards  this  deserving  case  will  be  gratefully 
received  by  Mrs.  Eldridge,  Rose  and  Crown,  21, 
Goswell-road,  of  whom  tickets  (6d.  and  Is.)  can  be 
obtained." 


The  Fisherman's  Deeam. 
By  the  swiftly  flowing  river,  with  the  yellow  May 
flies  gay. 

With  the  swallow,  hawk  and  plover, 
And  the  moorhen,  and  the  dipper, 
There  I  love  to  spend  my  day. 

After  golden  trout  and  grayling,  very  artful  trout 
and  sly, 

Fishing  all  the  runs  and  ripples 
'Neath  the  trees  by  rock  and  willow, 
There  I  love  to  cast  my  fly. 

Lordly  heron,  startled  wild   duck,  loudly  scolding 
cleaves  the  air  ; 

Partridge  calling,  pheasant  crowing, 

Dragonfly,  with  armour  flashing, 
Help  to  make  the  prospect  fair. 

Now  see  there  the  trout  are  rising,  rising  boldly, 
swirl  and  splash, 

Taking  every  fly  that  passes — 

Green  Drake,  Grey  Drake,  Alder,  May  Fly- 
Hungry  trout,  see  how  they  dash  I 

Carefully  I  cast,  and  softly  lights  my  fly  upon  tie 
stream, 

True  and  straight,  and  floating  grandly. 
Ha  I  he  has  it !  —hooked  securely  I 
'Tis  true,  'tis  true,  the  fisher's  dream ! 

— Sporting  Times, 


Fishes  produce  so  many  eggs  that  if  vast  numbers 
of  the  latter  and  of  the  fishes  themselves  were  m  t 
continually  destroyed  they  would  finally  fill  up  all 
waters.  For  example,  man  annually  takes  60,000,000 
or  70,000,000  codfish  from  the  sea  around  the  shores  of 
Newfoundland.  But  even  that  quantity  seems  small 
when  we  consider  that  each  cod  yields  about  5,000,000 
eggs  each  season,  and  that  even  8,000,000  have  been 
found  in  the  roe  of  a  single  cod.  Were  the  60,000,000 
cod  taken  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  left  to  breed,  the 
30,000,000  females  producing  5,000,000  eggs  every  year, 
it  would  give  a  yearly  addition  of  150,000,000,000,000 
young  codSsh. 


The  Mic\  says  "  If  you  really  want  a  good  daj 's 
fishing,  always  pick  out  a  jolly  fine  wet  day." 


It  is  said  that  a  large  live  crab  dropped  from  a  mail 
pouch  at  Passaic,  New  Jersey,  when  the  bag  w  ..s 
opened  in  the  post-office  there  recently.  The  item 
is  perhaps  explanatory  of  why  Boston  mails  are  so 
slow.  There  must  be  crabs  in  the  mail  bags,  and  dead 
crabs  at  that. 


This  is  from  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Ireland. 
"  Dear  Drag, — About  my  young  otters.  Some  time 
ago  you  were  kind  enough  to  give  me  a  niche  in  your 
'Jottings'  touching  the  nest  of  baby  otters  and  au 
Irish  water  spaniel  puppy  as  companion  that  a  de/  r 
old  friend  of  mine  had  made  me  a  present  of.  The 
otters  were  captured  by  my  friend's  gamekeeper,  but 
as  they  did  not  know  how  to  rear  them  my  friei  d 
presented  them  to  me.  Under  my  care  the  lot  got  on 
splendidly,  and  used  to  play  and  romp  together  to  my 
great  delight,  especially  when  I  would  let  them  into 
water.  My  little  furry  friends  became  as  gentle  as  a 
lady's  poodle.  When  they  were  about  three  months 
old,  I  received  from  an  American  lady  a  very  polite 


note,  in  which  she  told  me  she  was  fond  of  pets  of  all 
kinds,  and  asked  mo  if  I  would  very  kindly  sell  my 
beauties  to  her — money  no  object.  I  replied  that 
I  would  be  loth  to  part  with  them,  as  it  was  one  of 
the  ambitions  of  my  life  to  have  a  whole  family  of 
otters  following  me  about,  and  fishing  for  me  in  the 
river  and  lake.  In  the  lady's  next  letter  she  sent  me 
a  blank  cheque,  and  as  she  said  her  heart  was  set 
upon  my  pets,  I  sent  them  to  her.  Moi  e  about  otters 
next  week." 


"  I  HAVE  recently  got  one  of  my  workmen  back 
that  went  out  to  the  front  as  a  volunteer,  and  in  re- 
lating his  experiences  the  following  is  worth  noting  : 
His  company  was  stationed  on  the  Orange  River,  and 
for  a  little  recreation  a  few  went  fishing  with  a  stick, 
bit  of  string,  and  a  bent  pin.  To  use  our  man's  words 
it  was  marvellous  to  see  them  get  out  fish  up  to  18 
inches  in  length,  very  much  like  barbel  to  look  at. 
One  can  readily  imagine  the  tasty  change  a  bit  of  fish 
would  be  with  the  military  biscuits,  etc.  Now,  if  only 
our  soldiers'  friends  would  think  what  a  treat  they 
could  give  to  the  soldiers,  Reuben  Heaton,  fishing 
reel  maker  of  Birmingham,  and  practical  fisherman, 
suggests  getting  a  metal  check  reel,  a  strong  line,  strong 
hook  to  gut,  and  a  lead  or  two  ;  put  on  a  bit  of  bait,  and 
peg  it  down  at  side  of  river.  By  this  means  Mr.  Heaton 
has  caught  plenty  of  fish.  'The  cost  would  only  be  a 
few  shillings,  and  the  thanks  for  such  presents  would 
be  echoed  by  thousands  of  soldiers,  killing  fish  instead 
of  men  for  a  change." 


I  SAT  on  a  stile  in  the  early  hours  of  a  summer 
morning.  All  around  was  peaceful.  A  lark  was  sing- 
ing overhead,  and  I  could  hear  the  splash  of  the  big 
fish  in  a  brook  close  by  as  they  rose  to  their  morning 
meal.  The  landscape  was  devoid  of  human  life,  my 
soul  was  moved,  and  thus  I  sat  and  pondered — 

So  this  is  the  world  that  is  made  so  round 

(And  it  does  seem  all  of  a  bend)  ; 
We're  told  in  a  garden  the  start  was  found, 

But  where  shall  we  find  the  end  ? 
Shall  I  ask  the  sparrows  or  old  black  crows. 

Or  the  frogs  that  hop  by  the  stream '? 
Not  one  of  them  cares,  not  one  of  them  knows. 

They  only  live  and  dream. 
The  cow  in  the  field  and  the  bee  in  the  hive. 

The  lark  that  sings  in  the  sky, 
They're  all  just  awfully  pleased  they're  alive, 

And  when  that's  over — they  die. 

— MOSNAE  Dis. 


The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Club  Chronicle  is 
to  hand,  dated  October.  "  This  number  completes  the 
first  year's  issue  of  the  little  quarterly,"  and  right  well 
does  it  maintain  its  reputation.  "  The  Editor's  Note- 
book "  is  full  of  interest,  and  "In  Australian  Waters," 
by  "  Dacelo,"  particularly  so.  Then  we  have  an 
account  of  the  club's  sea  fishing,  "  Trouting  on  a 
Sussex  Millstream,"  by  "  Pario,"  and  other  items, 
altogether  making  a  very  readable  number. 


Me.  J.  HuTCHiNS,  of  the  Cambridge  Friendly 
Angling  Society,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
another  notice  board  has  sprung  up  claiming  "  Private 
Fishery  "  between  Streatley  and  Goring. 


The  Central  Association  at  its  monthly  delegate 
meeting  enrolled  a  new  club,  the  Antelope  Angling 
Society,  meeting  at  the  Antelope  Hotel,  Church-road, 
Leyton,  E.,  starting  with  very  good  promise  of  a 
successful  career.  There  are  already  twenty  members, 
and  Mr.  H.  Benson  is  the  hon.  sec. 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  desires  to  draw  the  attention  of  secretaries  of 
the  various  London  angling  clubs  to  the  forthcoming 
benefit  on  behalf  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Vaughan,  full 
notice  of  which  is  now  going  the  round  by  post.  The 
case  is  most  strongly  recommended  by  the  City 
societies,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  possible 
support  will  be  given  to  a  most  sincerely  deserving 
case. 


There  are  "land  sharks"  and  "water  sharks." 
Now  I  do  not  wish  to  be  unkind,  or  cast  any  reflec- 
tions, but  a  well-known  London  barrister  spent  his 
"good  old  annual"  this  year  at  the  sea-side.  While 
strolling  along  the  shore,  he  playfully  toyed  with  what 
he  considered  to  be  a  dead  shark,  and  was  promptly 
bitten.  One  of  the  fishermen  who  had  been  "  out  " 
with  the  K.C  ,  and  knowing  his  profession,  remarked 
that  it  was  a  case  of  the  "  biter  "  bitten. 


Anglee:  "Mick,  did  you  ever  catch  frogs?" 
Mick:  "  Sure  an'  I  did,  sor."  "What  did  you  bait 
with  ?  "    "  Faith,  I  bate  em'  wid  a  shtiok." 

Deaqnet, 
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NEW  FISH  HATOHEKIES  AT  SKIBO. 


Me.  Andbew  Carnegie  is  at  iiresent  getting  salmon 
and  trout  hatcheries  constructed  ou  an  extensive  scale, 
with  the  view  of  improving  the  angling,  which  is  his 
favourite  pastime.  Although  he  owns  extensive 
shootings  of  all  kinds  around  -  Skibo,  he  seldom,  if 
ever,  handles  a  rifle.  It  is  left  to  such  of  his 
numerous  guests  at  the  castle  as  are  so  inclined  to 
go  over  the  moors.  The  site  for  the  hatcheries  has 
been  selected  on  the  lianks  of  the  river  Evelix 
by  Jfr.  and  Mrs.  Carnegie,  and  the  plans  were  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Hardie  at  the  Skibo  estate  office, 
under  the  guidance  and  advice  of  Mr.  Kennedy 
(Skibo),  Mr.  Duncan  (founder  of  the  Culrain  Hatchery), 
and  Mr.  Coutts  (from  the  Dee  fisheries,  Aberdeen- 
shire). Messrs.  MacDonald  and  Calder,  Skibo,  are  the 
contractors.  The  place  is  to  be  fitted  up  with  all  the 
latest  improvements  and  best  material.  Tanks  and 
other  appliances  are  supplied  by  the  Sol  way  Fishery, 
Dumfriesshire.  All  is  to  be  fed  by  water  from  neigh- 
bouring springs.  Besides  rivers  Evelix,  Shin,  and 
other  streams  there  are  a  number  of  good  lochs,  such 
as  the  Bure,  Laggan,  Laro,  Migdale,  Gour,  besides  minor 
ones,  all  of  which  are  to  be  kept  stocked  from  the 
Skibo  hatcheries.  Mr.  Carnegie  has  already  greatly 
improved  his  angling  by  introducing  fish  from  other 
hatcheries.  W.  T.  Beown. 


LTYER  FLY  FISHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  first  outing  of  this  association  (as  a  body) 
took  place,  as  arranged,  at  Wincham  and  Ship- 
brook  on  Thm-sday,  Oct.  3.  The  number  of  members 
participating  in  the  event  exceeded  all  expectations, 
and  good  sport  was  obtained  at  Cranage  Brook  and  the 
fiver  Dane.  Thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Brogden,  the  cour- 
teous proprietor  of  the  Townshend's  Arms,  Wincham, 
for  the  indefatigable  manner  in  which  he  worked  to 
make  our  outing  a  success,  and  the  catering,  under  Mrs. 
Brogden's  supervision,  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
Upon  returning  to  our  headquarters  an  excellent 
supper  was  served  prompt  to  the  time  arranged,  and 
at  which  our  number  was  augmented  by  several 
members,  who,  through  unavoidable  business  engage- 
ments, were  unable  to  be  at  liberty  earlier  in  the  day. 
A  musical  evening  ensued,  and  a  pleasant  and  enjoy- 
able da}'  was  brought  to  a  fitting  termination.  The 
Provincial  Anghng  Association  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  Birmingham  on  Saturday  (Oct.  5),  and  it 
is  most  gratifying  to  learn  that  Liverpool  has  again 
secured  representation  on  the  committee,  our  worthy 
chairman  (Mr.  J.  W.  Wright)  being  elected  a  member 
of  that  body.  Maech  Beown. 


"WHY  NOT"  SOCIAL  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  eighth  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  of 
the  above  association  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at 
the  headquarters,  "  Why  Not  "  Inn,  Steeihouse-lane, 
Wolverhampton.  His  worship  the  Mayor  (J.  W. 
Hamp)  presided,  supported  by  Alderman  L.  Johnson, 
Councillors  E.  C.  Pratt  and  P.  Steward;  Messrs.  W. 
Stevens,  W.  Wilcox,  J.  Gandy,  F.  Brommage,  A.  H. 
Bettles,  J.  Woollcy,  S.  Fairfoull,  E.  A.  Settles,  G. 
Cambridge,  A.  Bratt.  There  were  also  present  the  follow- 
ing visitors  from  Newport :  Messrs.  Lodmoce,  Harper, 
Haldean,  Reeves,  and  Lewis,  and  Messrs.  C.  Pegg  and 
J.  Stubbs  from  Stafford.  After  the  usual  loyal  and 
patriotic  toasts  bad  benn  given  from  the  chair.  Coun- 
cillor Pratt  mbmitted  the  "  Why  Not  Association," 
and  spoke  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  club,  which  con- 
sisted of  highly  lespectable  working  men,  existing  not 
for  the  sport  itself  but  for  its  social  surroundings.  The 
president,  Alderinau  Johnson,  responded  :  Mr.  Stevens 
proposed  "  Tbe  Visitois,"  and  Mr.  Harper  responded. 
Councillor  Steward  submitted  "  The  Mayor,"  and  spoke 
of  his  worship's  readiness  in  serving  all  classes 
of  the  town.  His  worship,  in  responding,  wished 
success  to  the  club,  and  related  his  own  experience 
as  a  fishing-man,  etc.  He  afterwards  distributed 
the  prizes  to  the  following  :  Messrs.  J.  Gandy, 
J.  Morgan,  F.  Benbow,  W.  Fisher,  T.  Tennant, 
J.  W.  Vann,  G.  Cambridge,  W.  Ward,  W.  Lapworth, 

A.  Bounds,  W.  Turner,  W.  Hadley,  W.  Brooks,  J. 
Simpson,  S.  Severn,  W.  Blues,  T.  Ward,  J.  Maggs, 

B.  Jones,  G.  Davies,  A.  EoberCs,  J.  Tomlinson,  and 
J.  Ward.  Songs,  etc.,  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  C. 
Whitehouse,  A.  H.  Bettles,  E.  A.  Betteley,  and  P. 
Brommage.  Mr.  A.  Phillips  gave  a  clarionet  solo, 
and  Mrs.  Brommage  acted  as  accompanist. — J.  W. 
Vann,  Secretary. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co..  Limited,  St. 
Uunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Offlce.— A  Catai.oock  (,f  thf«e  Text  Bnoks,  Class  Hooks,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Goveruuicul  I'ublicutiune  cau  be  had  on 
application. 


ANSWERS  TO  COREESPONDENTS. 

C,  Wood.— Wo  should  think  you  would  get  what 
you  require  from  any  of  the  tackle  manufacturers  who 
advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


Corresponbence. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  vpirmma 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


FISHING  ROUND  BOULOGNE  OR  DIEPPE. 

Deae  Sie, — Your  correspondent,  A.  H.  Gale,  will 
find  a  good  deal  of  trout  fishing  round  Boulogne. 

The  nearest  is  in  the  Liane,  a  good  deal  of  which  is 
preserved  by  the  local  Soci6t6  des  Pechcurs  a  la  Ligne, 
near  Hesdigneul,  Carly,  and  Questrecques.  Subscrip- 
tion and  entrance  .fee  very  moderate,  but  no  short 
period  tickets. 

Fair  creels  of  smallish  trout  are  sometimes  made  by 
experts  in  spring. 

Further  on  is  a  larger  river,  the  Canche,  holding 
heavy  salmon,  trout,  and  pike  and  perch  in  parts. 
Fishing  free  at  Montreuil  and  up  to  Beaumerie,  but 
not  good,  while  at  Brimeux  and  Beaurainville  a  yearly 
ticket  can  be  had  for  ten  francs  at  the  local  Mairie. 
The  trout  run  large,  but  are  not  good  risers,  except 
during  the  May  Fly  time,  say  about  May  25  to  June  12, 
when  they  are  very  assiduously  waited  on  by  keen 
local  anglers  with  both  the  natural  and  artificial 
fly.  Some  heavy  ones  are  taken  at  other  times  with 
minnow. 

Salmon  do  not  rise  to  the  fly,  but  are  occasionally 
taken  trolling  with  a  heavy  Devon  minnow,  and  the 
fish  being  large  and  river  weedy  wire  traces  are  much 
used.  Local  knowledge  seems  indispensable  for  any 
chance  of  success.  Just  below  Beaurainville  is  a  side 
stream  holding  smaller  trout,  which  I  have  found  to 
take  a  small  May  Fly  freely.  The  Canche  may  also  be 
fished  much  higher  up,  at  Hesdin,  etc.,  but  I  have  not 
been  beyond  Beam'ainville.  On  the  same  line  of  rail- 
way, Boulogne  to  Arras,  is  Blangy-sur-Ternoise,  with 
some  pretty  water  worth  trying,  on  the  same  ten  francs 
a  year  principle,  which  comes  rather  hard  on  strangers 
making  only  a  brief  visit. 

A  pretty  tributary  of  the  Canche  is  the  Course, 
fishable  at  Beussent  and  Inxent,  but  I  believe  mostly 
preserved  by  an  jassociatiou  which  might  grant 
leave. 

Fm-ther  on  there  is  fishing  at  Fauquembergues  (by 
putting  up  at  the  Hotel  de  France),  also  at  Ouve  and 
Wirquin  on  the  Aa,  but  the  lower  part  of  the  river, 
between  Fauquembergues  and  Lumbres,  is  much 
spoiled  by  paper  mills.  Near  Lumbres  comes  in  the 
little  river  Ble'quin,  a  good  deal  of  which  can  be  fished 
either  up  from  there  or  downward  from  the  little 
station  of  Nielles-les-Ble'quin,  on  thei  Boulogne  and 
St.  Omer  line.  There  are  some  trout  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  little  river  which  enters  the  sea  at  that 
favourite  summer  resort,  Wimereux,  near  Boulogne, 
but  local  information  is  required,  as  a  good  deal 
is  i)reserved.  There  is  a  little  trouting  free  on  the 
Hemm  at  Bonningues,  Tournehem,  and  Zouafques, 
on  the  Calais-Anvin  line,  but  these  places  are  handier 
to  Calais  than  to  Boulogne,  and  the  fishing  gets  yearly 
poorer  owing  to  poaching. 

The  sport  in  these  parts  generally  cannot  be  called 
good  from  an  English  point  of  view,  but  it  is  cheap 
and  the  country  pretty  and  pleasant.  A  selection  of 
English  flies  of  usual  xiatterns  will  suffice,  fished  drv 
or  wet  according  to  circumstances,  among  which  the 
March  Brown,  Red  and  Blue  Quill  Gnats,  Alder,  Red 
Palmer,  Yellow  Dun,  Badger-hackle,  and  Sedge  will 
be  found  useful,  also  the  Sarcelle,  ajid,  of  course,  the 
May  Fly  in  its  season. 

For  Dieppe  my  information  is  less  complete.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  water  in  the  neighbourhood  and 
trout  run  a  fair  size,  but  preservation  is  imperfect  and 
poaching  rather  rife.  An  angling  association  lately 
issued  tickets  for  some  good  water  at  three  francs  a 
day  ordinary  times  and  ten  francs  in  May  Fly  season, 
but  I  believe  these  are  now  obtainable  at  the  Grand 
Hotel.  The  water  is  at  Arques,  about  fom-  miles  from 
Dieppe. 

Higher  up  on  the  sapie  stream  is  Dampierre,  pre- 
served water,  but  leave  might  be  obtained. 

In  a  small  stream,  the  Eaulue,  at  Martin-Eglise, 
about  three  miles  from  Dieppe,  leave  can  be  had  from 
the  landlord  of  a  small  hotel  in  the  village,  but  it  is 
probably  much  poached,  which  applies  also  to  certain 
free  parts  higher  up  both  the  valleys  mentioned.  On 
the  Dieppe-Rouen  line  is  the  Scie,  a  pretty  stream, 
but  apparently  all  preserved. 

Near  Tr6port  comes  in  the  Bresle,  an  ideal  dry-fiiy 
stream,  but  most  of  the  good  bits  strictly  preserved. 
Local  enquiry  might  find  some  open  bits. — Yoms 
truly,  Chas,  A.  Patton. 

Oct.  8,  IDOl. 


MINNOWS  PRESERVED  IN  FORMALIN. 

Deae  Sie, — Re  some  Fishing  Gazelle  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  "  minnows  preserved  in 
formalin."  It  may  interest  readers  to  know  that  about 
a  month  ago  while  spinning  for  trout  with  minnows 
cured  in  formalin  on  the  Dee  style  of  tackle  I  had  a 
minnow  snapped  clean  off  by  a  fish.  X  few  casts  lower 
down  I  hooked  and  landed  a  trout  of  about  IJlb. 
which,  on  my  knocking  its  head  on  a  stone,  disgorged 
the  previously  lost  minnow.  It  would  appear,  there- 
fore, that  the  fish  got  off  with  one  mini  ow,  and 
although  caused  to  change  his  lie,  liked  it  well  enough 
to  go  for  another  within  five  minutes.— Yours  faith- 
fully, Jamk.s  Haui'ee, 

G4,  George-street,  Aberdeen,    (of  Wm.  Brown  &  Co.). 


"THE  OTHER  RAMBLER." 
Deae  Sie,— Myself  and  my  sister,  the  Coin,  feel 
very  hurt  at  some  man,  calling  himself  "  tbe  other 
Rambler,"  saying  that  we  are  only  forks  of  tbe  samj 
small  brook.  I  am  nearly  twenty  miles  in  It  ngtli, 
and  my  sister  stream  nearly  thirty  miles,  be.-.ide-i 
which  we  have  a  distant  relation,  the  C^jle,  hjipiiij 
to  feed  the  Lechlade  waters. — Yours  sincerely, 

TuE  Leacu. 


OUGHTERARD  AND  POACHING  ON  LOUGH 
CORRIB. 

Deae  Sie, — Not  receiving  the  Fishing  Gazette 
in  this  isolated  district  before  Monday,  at  the  time  I 
was  leaving  for  a  day's  trolling  on  the  lough,  I  had 
not  the  time  to  give  a  short  reply  to  Mr.  Gedney's 
and  "  Observer's  "  letters.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
I  am  sure  he  speaks  as  he  found,  especially  as  regards 
Mr.  Naughton's  hotel,  which  I  know  well,  .  its 
proprietor  and  Mrs.  Naughton,  their  charges  being 
indeed  moderate,  the  pink  of  cleanliness,  and  attention 
to  requirements.  I  might  here  inform  iSIr.  Gedney  I 
am  in  no  way  interested  in  Oughterard  or  Cloubuc 
hotels  ;  in  fact,  I  have  never  yet  seen  Lough  Mask, 
Clonbur  Hotel,  or  its  landlord,  but  I  have  heard  of 
what  the  latter  has  done  to  put  down  poaching  on 
Lough  Mask,  with  the  help  of  Irish  gentlemen  whose 
property  abuts  on  that  lake  and  neighbjurhood,  and 
this  from  the  best  authority.  I  shall  have  more  to 
say  to  prove  what  Mr.  Joyce  has  done  for  Lough  Mask, 
as  I  have  letters  from  gentlemen  whose  veracity  will 
not  be  doubted.  I  am  simply  interested  in  what  I  am 
doing  for  the  sake  of  sport,  and  to  warn  anglers,  even 
as  Mr.  Gedney  does  at  the  end  of  his  letter.  Results 
will  be  given  shortly. 

Referring  to  "  Observer,"  with  yourself  I  can't  make 
him  or  her  out,  but  must  reply.  My  "  visual  organs  " 
are  splendid,  and  I  could  see  on  Wednesday  last 
(Sept.  25)  that  the  boats  were  still  varnished  brown, 
not  having  received  their  coat  of  tar.  "  Observer  " 
seems  to  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  cross- 
liners ;  and  the  demolition  of  their  residences  and 
speedy  re-erection  elsewhere  reminds  me  of  their  rapid 
movements  on  the  water  when  they  think  the  "  wiry 
Scot"  may  be  on  their  track.  As  to  surveying,  this  is 
the  first  time  I've  heard  that  it  is  legal  for  crobs-lining 
in  any  part  of  the  lake ;  perhaps  "  Observer "  will 
explain  what  he  is  "driving  at." — Yours  truly, 

E.  L.  Holmes  Leigu. 
Castletown  House,  Cong,  co.  Mayo. 


CROSS-LINING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Deae  Sie, — Early  in  the  year  (May,  I  belie%'e)  Mr. 
John  Biekerdyke  wrote  a  most  charming  accjont  of 
deep  lake  trolling,  as  it  is  practised  Jjy  the  native 
fishermen  on  Lough  Corrib.  This  appeared  in  the 
Field.  I  was  in  England  at  the  time,  and  cut  the 
article  from  the  paper,  and  have  it  now  before  me. 
Very  interesting  it  is  to  read  the  methods  of  these 
Galway  natives  by  which  they  capture  6alinj  fero.v. 
In  the  course  of  his  narrative  5Ir.  Biekerdyke  states : 
"  Since  cross-lining  was  stopped  in  Corrib  many  of  mo 
cross-liners  have  taken  to  trolling,  and  get  very 
good  sport  indeed."  I  am  very  sorry  to  state  that 
cross-lining  is  by  no  means  stopped  on  Lough 
Corrib.  I  have  resided  at  this  address  since  June  (3, 
and  have  been  on  the  lake  on  an  average  three 
to  four  days  weekly  since  that  date,  and  have, 
therefore,  been  able  to  see  what  is  "  going  on " 
on  this  part  of  the  lake  especially,  which  is  the 
widest  part,  extending  from  Salthouse  Bay  beyond 
the  Islands  of  Inishdooran  to  the  left  and  Ardilaun  to 
the  right  where  the  lake  narrows  into  the  Maam  Arm, 
and  has  the  grand  group  of  mountains  in  the  back- 
ground. I  have  to  state  that  cross-lining  has  been 
prevalent,  more  or  less,  since  I  took  up  my  abode  at 
this  address;  the  boats  (in  pairs,  of  course)  are  ahvavs 
at  this  kind  of  fishing  when  there  is  a  moderate  ripple 
upon  the  water,  but  the  best  weather  for  cross-lining 
is  when  it  approaches  to  a  gale,  then  one  can  fully 
understand  how  very  buoyant  these  little  boats  are,  as 
Mr.  Biekerdyke  explains,  for  they  are  the  self-same 
boats  which  are  used  for  trolling,  which,  when  the 
lake  is  too  smooth  for  cross-lining,  these  men  resort  to, 
but  are  ever  on  the  watch  to  return  to  cross-lining 
when  weather  is  favourable.    In  cross-lining  the  fisher- 
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AJg^OLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING    QUARTERS,  <&c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBBIDaE.   S.  DEVON 

BOARDERS,  including  bed  and  attendance 
7.'.  Pi.  per  day,  from  October  to  Mar 
WEEK  DAY  FISHING  (jt  Wke,  Perch,  and 
Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait,  Free  to  Vlsitoi 
Five  coaclies  leave  the  hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  V/ELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish, 


Pike,  IS  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Kudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

per  day  1/0 
2/6 


No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL,  RINQWOOD. 

OLD  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  only  at 
this  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards.  C.T.C. 
Headquarters.  Jlotor  accommodation.  Post 
Horees  and  Carriages.  'Bus  to  Station.  Under 
personal  management  of 

F.  E.  PARTRIDGE,  Proprietor. 


Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

RIVER  MOY  and  LOUGH  CONN, 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina, 

OR 

GORTHORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  COM. 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 


JAMES  08DEN 

— \ — 


ON  FLY-TYING. 


"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
Instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master-  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Pishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C. 


N.B. — This  List  is  also  given  as  a  Supple- 
ment to  the  Vol.  for  1900  of  the  English 
Catalogue  of  Books,  which  is  already 
nearly  out  of  print. 


Angling  Book  Collectors. 

Now  Ready.    Demy  8vo.,  Is.  net. 

A   LIST   OF  BOOKS 

RELATING  TO 

FISH, 
FISHING, 

AND 

FISHERIES 

X883-1900 

To  supplement  the  'Bibliotheca  Piscatoria,' 
which  was  published  in  1883), 


This  New  List  (which  is  interleaved 
for  additions  and  corrections)  includes 
Works  published  between  1883  and  1900, 
and  some  older  books  not  mentioned  in 
the  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria. 


London : 

Sampson  Low,  Maeston  &  Co.,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


Swaq  Hofel,  Mm,  Worcesterslilre. 

HY.  HAEDEMAN.  ProDrietor. 


FREE 


HAEDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

staying 


FISHING 

in 


for  Visitors 
Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWr  HOTEL, 

Splendid  TBO  UT  FISHING  in  LAKE  and  BIVEMS. 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  AT 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 

TELEQRAMS:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  via  OSWESTRY.' 


station:  " LLANFYLLIN." 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

Two  and  a  Half  Miles  of  the  Teify  FRBB  TO  VISITORS. 

OTHER  WATER  BY  PERMISSION. 
ALL  NETS  ARE  TAKEN   UP  AT  END  OF  AUGUST. 

September  and  October  are  tlie  best  montlis  of  Salmon  fishing.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor 


Px>ice    3s.  6d. 


LYRA  PISCATORIA, 

Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing,  and  Fishermen. 

By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A., 

Author  of  "  Handy  Guide  to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  and  Hon.  Member  of  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club 

London:    SAMPSOX  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  EC 


FOURTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 


By 


How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 


LONDON:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

Oetobep  to  December  31. 
K E N N ET  a nd^  D U N N 

Four  Miles  (about). 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above,  and  where  the 
ONLY  PLAN  of  these  WATERS  can  he  seen, 
comljined  with  reasonable  Tariff,  apply  to 

THE  BEAR  HOTEL, 

HVNGKBFORI),  BERKS. 
Vide  ABC  RaUway  Guide.     TIcRetS  2/6  Daily, 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  LET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  IJ  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nf,  HENliET-ON-THAMEa. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike    and  Perch  Fishing  com- 
mences this  month  on  own  private 
Lalie  of  upwards  of  100  Acres. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODiERATE  CHARGES, 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Tariff  on  Application. 


All  trains  ttiei  by  appointment. 


Good 


Lock  -  up  Coachhouse 
Stabling. 


and 


G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL. -Superb  and  extensive 
additions  since  last  season.  Excellent 
TROUT  and  SALMO  FEROX  Fishing  on  Loch 
Awe,  Free.  Experienced  boatmen.  Boats 
towed  by  Steam  Launch  to  the  best  Fishing 
Grounds.  Magnificent  views  of  mountain,  lake, 
and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the  Hotel. 

DALMALLY  HOTEL,  GLENORCHY,  under 
the  same  management.— Guests  have  nine 
miles  FREE  SALMON  FISHING  on  tHe  beau- 
tiful  and  celebrated  Salmon  River  ORCHY. 
Parties  wiring  to  ascertain  ply  of  river  promptly 

DUNCAN  FRASER,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (L.N.W.,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  golf  links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
lake  and  River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan  ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  months. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
Included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded 
on  request.         T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


OULTON  BROAD. 

COMMODORE  HOTEL. 

Very  quiet  and  comfortable  rooms, 
facing  the  Broad.  Anglers  should  put 
up  at  this  establishment.  Fishing-boats, 
bait  and  tackle  always  kept.  Thames 
skifis  and  rowing  boats.  Small  establish- 
ment ;  small  expenses ;  therefore,  small 
charges.      STEBBINGS,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  and  LIDDLE, 

Langholm,  Dumfriesshire. 

The  Fishing  Quarters, 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor.     Send  fm  Tariff 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing-  the  Derbyshire  Streams- 

SHOULD  ADVERTISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King-  Street,  Alfreton, 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  Ills  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks  ;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  ami  overlooking  Lough 
CuUin ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  bath-rooms  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting  con- 
venient to  Hotel. — For  further  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  HHALT,  The  Anglers' 
Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

Should  send  Is,  8d.  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St- 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Londom 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  fop  1901. 

Which  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects  :^Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia  &c.  ;  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licenses  in  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  &o. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

ESIABLISBBD  18S7. 
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man  works  one  end  of  the  line  and  his  boat ;  he 
Is  by  himself  invariably,  unless  when  working  two 
lines  with  three  boats  —  a  larger  boat  worked  by 
two  men  takes  the  centre,  one  of  whom  works  the 
line  between  himself  and  the  boatman  on  his  right, 
and  the  other  likewise  with  the  boatman  on  his  left. 
I  have  only  witnessed  fishing  with  three  boats  once. 
Cross-lining  is  more  frequently  pursued  by  a  pair  of 
boats  only ;  but  it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  four  or  six 
boats  in  a  line,  thus  covering  some  six  hundred  or  more 
yards  systematically.  The  distance  between  the  pair 
of  boats  working  the  line  is  something  like  two 
hundred  yards.  On  this  line  are  snooded  some  sixty 
to  ninety  gut  traces,  to  which  are  baited  hooks,  more 
generally  flies,  but  also  very  small  sprats  (trout), 
minnows,  etc.,  small  artificial  baits,  as  fly  spoons  and 
phantoms,  etc.  Each  boatman  has  about  twenty 
yards  of  spare  line  at  bottom  of  boat,  and  so  as  not  to 
impede  the  rowing  has  the  line  which  separates 
him  from  his  confederate,  and  on  which  the 
baited  hooks  are  affixed,  the  end  held  between  his 
teeth  or  by  loop  roimd  his  wrist,  his  partner  doing 
likewise  his  end.  It  is  easily  apparent  when  a  fish  is 
hooked  by  the  tug  given  to  the  line,  and  the  two  boat- 
men give  and  take  in  the  necessary  line,  approaching 
and  retreating  from  each  other  as  is  necessary  to  play 
and  tire  their  fish,  which  they  manage  to  do  with 
consummate  ease.  Their  prey  captured  they  are 
shortly  in  line  again,  and  very  quickly  search  all  the 
likeliest  waters— shallows,  bays,  points,  etc. — of  the 
lake.  ■  Some  idea  of  the  destruction  of  fish  (many  of 
very  small  size)  may  be  gathered  when  four  pairs  of 
boats  working  eight  hundred  yards  of  line  carrying 
upwards  of  three  hundred  hooks  are  worked  systematic- 
ally day  after  day  on  the  lake.  The  last  time  I  was  out 
trolling,  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  25,  two  pairs  of  boats  were 
cross-lining,  one  pair  between  the  islands  belonging 
to  Lord  Ardilaun  and  Mr.  C.  Watkin  Eoberts.  The 
other  pair  were  at  the  game  in  Ballinalty  Bay,  and 
proceeded  into  the  main  lake  by  the  Island  of  Inish- 
micatreer.  Towards  the  point  of  that  island  I  saw 
them  playing  fish ;  thus  the  game  is  carried  on  into 
the  fourth  week  of  the  close  season.  I  understand 
that  the  cross-lining  fraternity  carry  field-glasses,  and 
it  is  surprising  with  what  rapidity  they  propel  their 
little  cockleshells  when  they  discern  a  boat  in  the 
distance  which  arouses  their  suspicions — they  soon 
disappear  amongst  the  islands  or  distant  parts  of  the 
lake.  I  gather  much  information  from  Ned  Farrell, 
my  boatman,  who  is  a  farmer,  and  understands  cross- 
lining.  I  have  never  seen  a  water  bailiff  since  I 
have  been  here.  After  I  had  written  and  complained 
to  the  Inspector  of  Water  Bailifis  at  Oughterard 
some  two  months  since,  a  sailing-boat,  presumably 
belonging  to  that  official,  sailed  round  the  lake, 
but  I  only  saw  this  craft  once.  The  cross-liners 
were  absent  for  a  few  days,  but  eventually  returned  to 
the  game,  and  have  got  bolder  and  bolder,  taking  fish 
within  300  yards  of  my  boat.  I  have  written  to 
several  of  the  largo  lamdowncrs  whose  property  abuts 
the  lake,  and  am  now  in  communication  with  the 
Board  of  Conservators  at  Gal  way,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
the  outcome  of  which  will  be  that  something  will  be 
done  to  effectually  stop  the  illicit  fishing  on  this  magni- 
ficent lake.  I  have  only  gone  in  for  trolling — the  cross- 
lining  not  so  much  affecting  this  mode  of  fishing;  but 
fly-fishing  must  be  ruined  if  this  poaching  is  allowed  to 
proceed  ;  as  the  poachers  increase  so  the  fish  decrease. 
Mr.  John  A.  Joyce  has  done  wonders  for  Lough  Mask, 
and  I  believe  effectually  put  the  poaching  down  on 
that  splendid  lake,  so  that  he  can  assure  good  sport  to 
the  visitors  at  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  at  Clonbur. 
It  is  hoped  that  Lough  Corrib  will  be  rescued 
from  the  poachers,  and  that  some  will  follow  in 
the  steps  of  Mr.  Joyce — that  is,  go  and  do  likewise 
for  Corrib  as  that  gentleman  has  for  Mask.  It  is 
grievous  if  the  destruction  of  fish  continues  now,  as 
they  are  entering  the  bays,  near  the  river  mouth, 
waiting  to  go  up  for  spawning ;  so  for  the  sake  of  sport 
I  trust  something  very  effectual  may  be  done  promptly 
to  save  the  lake  and  again  give  it  the  reputation  it 
once  had  as  one  of  the  best  fishing  lakes  in  old 
Ireland. 

I  hope  to  give  some  results  in  my  next,  and  in  the 

meantime  will  endeavour  to  keep  the  "  ball  rolling."  

Yours  truly,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

Castletovm  House, 

Lough  Corrib,  Cong,  co.  Mayo. 

P.S. — I  send  a  rough  sketch  of  the  part  of  Lough 
Corrib  fronting  Castletown  House,  taken  Sept.  3  last, 
the  third  day  of  close  time,  showing  the  cross-liners  at 
work,  two  pairs  of  whom  in  line  are  fishing  towards 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  More  precious 
than  Gold.  Diarrhoea,  dysentery,  and  cholera  are,  through  the 
summer  s  heat,  carrying  off  the  young,  as  the  winter's  cold 
destroys  thf>  ^led.  In  the  most  acute  cases,  where  the  internal 
medicines  cannot  be  retained,  the  greatest  relief  will  immedi- 
ately result,  nom  rubbing  Holloway  s  soothing  Ointment  over 
the  abdomen.  The  friction  should  be  frequent  and  brisk  to 
insure  the  penetration  of  a  large  portion  of  the  unguent.  This 
Ointment  calms  the  excited  peristalticaction  and  soothes  the  pain 
Both  vomiting  and  griping  yield  to  it ;  where  fruit  or  vegetables 
have  originated  the  malady,  it  is  proper  to  remove  all  indig  ested 
matter  from  the  bowels  by  a  moderate  dose  of  Holloway  e  Pills 
before  using  the  Ointment. 


Castletown  ;  the  pair  at  their  back  are  fishing  towards 
Ashford,  Lord  Ardilaun's  seat ;  the  fourth  pair  to  the 
left  were  playing  a  fish  at  the  time  and  are  so  roughly 
represented  in  position — one  boat  lengthways,  the 
other  bow  towards  island.  The  dotted  lines  are  to 
show  how  lines  reach  from  boat  to  boat. 

[The  sketch  sent  shows  the  four  cross-liners  at 
work.— Eu.] 


TUNNY  FISHING  IN  THE  BAY  OF  BISCAY. 

Dear  Sib, — Since  it  was  established  to  your  satis- 
faction that  the  tuna  and  tunny  were  one  and  the 
same  fish,  I  have  been  wondering  how  to  fish  for  them, 
for  to  go  out  in  one  of  the  large  luggers  or  yawls, 
which  are  often  away  for  days  at  a  time,  is  out  of  the 
question  for  many  reasons. 

Whilst  trout  fishing  in  the  Pyrenees  I  found  a 
brother  angler  who  had  toiled  all  day  and  caught 
nothing,  which  did  not  astonish  me,  considering  the 
way  he  was  going  to  work.  After  a  bit  I  found  out 
that  though  he  knew  nothing  about  fresh  water  fishing 
he  knew  a  lot  about  salt  water  fishing,  and  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  a  lugger  sailing  from  Ha5'onne,  and 
used  for  tunny  fishing.  Of  course,  I  set  to  work  to 
pump  him,  and  got  the  following  information,  which 
may  interest  5'our  readers. 

The  tunny  appear  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Bay 
of  Biscay  in  June,  and  are  fished  for  by  small  open 


.     A,  B. 

luggers,  which  run  out  for  the  day  from  Soccoa,  a 
small  fishing  port  about  one-and-a-half  mile  from 
St.  Jean  de  Luz. 

The  lines  used  are  three  hundred  yards,  and  are 
coiled  away  in  buckets,  and  the  fish,  unless  very 
large,  are  hauled  in  by  main  force,  for  when  a  fish  is 
hooked  the  luggers  only  spill  the  wind  out  of  their 
sails  a  little.  As  to  the  hooks,  I  send  you  a  couple  by 
this  post,  but  the  one  with  the  maize  cob  husk  is 
supposed  to  be  the  better  in  clear  weather. 

To  the  French  fisherman  who  is  fishing  for  his 
daily  bread  the  idea  of  a  rod  seems  absurd,  for  what 
he  wants  is  to  get  as  many  fish  as  possible  out  of  a 
shoal,  so  I  can  give  no  idea  as  to  rod,  but  should  say 
one  of  Hardy  Brothers'  tarpon  rods,  fitted  with  one  of 
their  new  reels  specially  niade  by  them  quite  lately  for 
such  fishing,  would  be  hard  to  beat.  According  to  my 
informant,  the  fish  average  thirty  to  forty  pounds, 
but  a  fish  of  one  hundred  pounds  is  not  uncommon, 
and  he  himself  killed  one  of  over  two  hundred  pounds. 

The  best  place  to  put  up  would  be  at  St.  Jean  de 
Luz,  which  is  only  about  half  an  hour  from  Biarritz. 
There  are  one  or  two  good  hotels,  casino,  good  bathing, 
etc.,  and  last,  but  not  least,  charges  are  reasonable. 

If  any  of  your  readers  should  think  of  having  a  try, 
I  shall  be  at  all  times  willing  to  help  them  in  any  way 


in  my  power,  but  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  I  have 
not  fished  myself  yet,  so  cannot  guarantee  the  sport. 
I  shall,  however,  if  possible,  next  June  have  a  shot 
myself. — Yours  truly,  E.  \V. 

[We  have  had  illustrations  made  from  the  baits 
"  K.  W."  kindly  sends.  "  A."  is  simply  dry  grass  wrapped 
round  the  hook.  The  other  bait,  "  B.,"  is  a  bag  of  white 
cotton  with  red  stripes  across  it,  shaped  like  a  fish, 
with  a  hook  concealed  inside,  and  an  opening  opposite 
the  point  of  the  hook.  Strong  brass  wire  is  used  for 
the  trace.  Both  baits  are  an  inch  or  two  larger  than 
our  illustration. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Sir, — I  should  be  sorry  to  enter  into  any  controversy 
rc  the  best  fishing  station  at  Clonbur  or  Oughterard, 
but  as  a  reader  of  the  Fisliiin/  (inzittp.  I  am  always 
anxious  to  assist  those  enquiring  for  good  fishing.  I 
am  not  dependent  on  any  hotel,  as  I  am  employed 
constantly  by  Colonel  Allix,  who  resides  in  Clonbur. 

I  don't  want  to  dispraise  the  fishing  of  Lough  Corrib. 
I  believe  with  careful  preservation  in  the  spawning 
season,  and  the  stopping  of  cross  lines,  that  in  a  few 
years  it  will  be  one  of  th3  best  fishing  lakes  in  the 
British  Isles  ;  but  anglers  have  not  as  yet  got  the 
benefit  of  the  preservation,  nor  will  not  for  three  or  four 
years  more. 

I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Gedney  has  jumped 
at  the  conclusion  that  Oughterard  is  a  better  fishing 
station  than  Clonbur.  This  statement  of  the  "  Saxon  " 
is  contrary  to  facts,  and  any  person  knowing  the 
geography  of  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  will  say  so. 
Nature  intended  Clonbur  as  a  centre  for  the  best 
fishing  in  Ireland. 

It  is  midway  between  Loughs  Corrib  and  ^lask,  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  former  and  two  miles  from 
the  latter,  and  within  fishable  distance  of  Lough 
na-Pougb,  the  best  pike  lake  in  Ireland,  where  Mr. 
Ashton  caught  in  one  day  last  month  five  pike  weigh- 
ing 6711b.  Neither  Loughs  Mask  nor  na-Pough  can 
be  fished  from  Oughterard.  I  hope  the  readers  of 
your  journal  will  see  this  advantage. 

Furthermore,  Lough  Mask,  owing  to  strict  preserva- 
tion for  the  past  six  years,  is  now  considered  the  best 
trout  lake  in  Ireland.  To  prove  this,  more  anglers 
fish  from  Clonbur  iu  one  month  than  fish  from 
Oughterard  in  twelve  months  added  altogether  ;  this 
fact  defies  contradiction. 

Those  living  on  the  Cong  and  Clonbur  shores  of  Lough 
Corrib  all  say  that  cross-lining  is  going  on  as  much  as 
ever.  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh  is  too  much  a  disinterested 
"  Saxon  "  to  state  anything  but  what  is  correct,  and  the 
"  wiry  Scot  "  who  resides  at  Oughterard  as  head  bailiff 
can  never  stop  this  illegal  fishing  carried  on  on  the  Cong 
side  of  the  lake ;  it  is  too  inconvenient  from  Oughterard, 
having  to  cross  from  eight  to  ten  miles  of  rou;5U  water. 
Those  interested  in  Lough  Corrib  should  appoint  a 
bailiff'  at  Castletown,  one  at  Cong,  and  one  at  Clonbur 
Station,  known  as  Coalpark.  By  this  means  the  lake 
would  be  thoroughly  looked  after,  and  allow  the  "  wiry 
Scot  "  to  pay  more  attention  to  the  Oughterard  side, 
where  all  the  cross-liners  hail  from.  I  trust  this 
explanation  will  clear  up  matters  a  little. — Yours 
truly,  Tom  Summeeville. 

Kilbride,  Clonbur,  co.  Galway. 


SALMON  PISHING  AT  EVANGER. 
Dear  Sib, — I  pass  over  Mr.  Sturdy's  opinions  of  me 
and  my  books.  My  leisure  in  Bergen  was  occupied  in 
perusing  letters,  friendly  contracts,  etc.,  re  the 
Evanger  waters.  I  had  no  time  for  idle  gossip,  but 
"  spoons,"  whether  long  or  short,  are  more  often  on 
Mr.  Sturdy's  line  than  on  mine ;  possibly  he  makes 
them  serve  a  dual  purpose  in  the  direction  he 
indicates. 

In  1894  we  paid  £100  from  June  20  to  August  1, 
exclusive  of  Sundays.  My  friend  continued  to  rent 
Mr.  Beyer's  waters  until  his  death,  when  his  com- 
panion took  it  on.  The  rent  has  been  increased  since, 
because  (1)  the  sub-lessees  wished  to  commence 
earlier ;  (2)  Mr.  Beyer  paid  increased  rents  upon 
renewals ;  (3)  the  sub-lessees  wished  to  include 
Sundays.  If  Mr.  Sturdy  likes  to  share  in  the  expense 
of  protecting  the  upper  water  from  netting  Mr.  Kahrs 
will  be  able  to  ask  less  rent,  and  as  Mr.  Sturdy  appears 
to  have  the  upper  tenants'  interests  so  much  at  heart 
this  should  be  a  congenial  task. 

Mr.  Sturdj'  appears  to  have  converted  tho  "gallant 
general "  into  a  retail  fishmonger  without  much  ado. 
The  system,  however,  would  save  bad  anglers  the 
trouble  of  reclaiming  rents.  Sportsmen  do  not  value 
sport  by  the  market  price  of  tho  dead  quarry ;  the 
suggestion  is  not  ■comiJlimentary  to  your  readers. 
The  question  is.  Is  this  "  free  water" — that  is.  Island 
Pool,  south  side  of  Saghoug,  and  Qvilekval — worth 
going  out  for  to  fish,  or  is  it  not? 

Wo  now  know — 

(1)  That  Mr.  Sturdy  says  it  is  not  worth  pa}-ing  for. 

(2)  The  Island  Pool  gave  two  fish. 

(3)  South  side  of  Saghoug  gave  one  fish. 

(4)  Qvilekval  is  useless,  having  filled  up. 

(5)  That  the  fish  were  killed  in  dead  low  water. 

(6)  We  cannot  hear  how  the  three  fish  were  killed, 
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so  wo  may  assume  they  fell  victims  to  dead-meat 
casting. 

Opinions  mayldifTer  as  to  what  constitutes  an  "  enjoy- 
iiblo  time,"  but  I  certainly  should  not  care  to  hang 
about  Evanger  until  the  river  becomes  dead  low  and 
affords  opportunity  for  the  exhilarating  pastime  of 
heaving  dead  meat — wild  horses  would  not  drag  me 
out  upon  such  an  errand.  Mr.  Sturdy  shirks  the 
questions  I  asked  of  him,  but  I  advise  anvone  to  get 
the  whole  thing  cut  and  dried  before  going  out,  also 
not  to  be  too  sanguine  as  to  sport  to  be  obtained  from 
the  south  side  of  Saghoug  across  to  viid-stream.  And 
those  who  put  up  at  the  Evanger  Hotel  can  take 
advantage  of  Mr.  Sturdy's  tip  regarding  the  desirability 
of  a  "  long  spoon,"  it  might  be  as  useful  there  as  in 
Bergen.  Free  fishers  who  can  read  between  the  lines 
now  know  what  is  expected  of  them.  The  approxi- 
mate expenses  I  gave  in  my  last,  so  adieu  to  the 
Evanger.— Yours  truly,  "  Feasee  Sandeman. 

Fisa  AT  THE  "ZOO." 
Dear  Sir  — I  should  like  to  endorse  Mr.  Barton's 
remarks  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  5  about  the  trout  at  the 
"  Zoo,"  and  to  add  that  on  the  other  side  of  the  room 
there  are  (or  were  a  month  ago)  some  roach  which  are 
in  a  far  worse  condition  than  the  trout.  I  asked  the 
keeper  what  he  did  to  clear  the  fungus,  but  was  asked 
in  return,  "  What  is  fungus  ?  "  and  assured  that  there" 
was  nothing  the  matter  with  the  fish.  I  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  (painful)  experience  of  keeping  fish  in  a 
large  tank  (some  two  hundred  gallons),  but  have  never 
ventured  to  retain  a  fish  in  anything  like  the  state  of 
those  i50or  things  at  the  "  Zoo."— Yours  truly, 

T.  Brown. 

THE  TEOUT  IN  THE  "ZOO." 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  J.  H.  Barton's  letter  on  the  con- 
dition of  the  trout  in  the  fish-house  at  the  "  Zoo  "  is  a 
capital  illustration  of  the  reckless  manner  in  which  a 
certain  class  of  people  will  rush  into  print  without 
first  making  themselves  perfectly  sure  of  their  facts. 
On  Tuesday  morning  I  showed  Mr.  Barton's  com- 
plaint to  Mr.  Clarence  Bartlett,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Zoological  Society's  Gardens,  and  at  that 
gentleman's  request  I  visited  the  fish-house  and  care- 
fully-examined the  tanks  containing  the  trout  in 
question,  and  also  those  devoted  entirely  to  coarse 
fish.  The  trout  tanks  are  on  the  right-hand  side  of 
the  door,  and  are  three  in  number.  In  the  first 
is  a  pair  of  large  rainbows,  male  and  female.  On 
both  fish  are  a  series  of  white  patches,  which  to 
a  superficial  observer  might  give  the  idea  of 
fungus.  They  are,  however,  perfectly  innocuous, 
and  are  merely  the  sloughing  caused  by  the 
attacks  of  a  species  of  fish  louse  which  looks  to  me 
like  the  Arcjulus  foliaccus,  numerous  specimens  of 
which  can  still  be  seen  on  either  of  these  trout, 
although  they  have  been  subjected  to  a  series  of  salt 
haths.  The  male  trout  is,  like  his  companion,  in 
magnificent  condition.  The  former  is  totally  blind  in 
the  left  eye,  through  a  bite  inflicted  in  its  younger 
days  by  a  bigger  and  stronger  trout  at  feeding  time. 

In  the  adjacent  tank  are  nine  rainbows,  averaging 
from  six  to  ten  inches  in  length,  all  of  which  arc  in 
the  pink  of  condition  ;  and  in  the  third  tank  are  two 
fontinalis  showing  similar  signs  of  good  health  and 
plentiful  feeding.    The  rainbow  trout  mentioned  by 
Mr.   Barton  as  being  in  the  jack  tank  has  been 
removed  to  the  perch  tank,  and  owes  its  blindness 
to  a  bite  inflicted  on  it  by  the  large  trout  of  its 
own  species  in  the  first  tank.    I  have  been  a  constant 
visitor  to  the  fish-house  for  some  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  past,  and  considering  the  restricted  size  of 
Its  tanks  have  never  found  it  in  better  trim  than  it 
has  been,  and  is,  during  the  present  season.    The  great 
heat  which  prevailed  all  through  the  summer  added 
immense  difficulties  to  the  work  of  aquaria  keepers 
generally,  and  I  therefore  think  that  every  credit  is 
due  to  the  custos  of  the  fish-house  at  the  "  Zoo," 
that  there  was,  only  a  minimum  amount  of  mortality 
in  the  collection  under  his  charge,  and  that,  despite 
the  unsuitable  chai  acter  of  the  London  water  owing 
to  the  amount  of  iron  from  the  pipes  it  holds  in 
solution,  the  tanks  show  absolutely  no  signs  of  either 
fungus  or  ophthalmia.    Mr.  Barton  informed  us  that  in 
a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has  killed  20,000  trout  in  the 
west  country.  If  you  take  the  legitimate  season  as  com- 
mencing on  ]May  1  and  ending  Sept.  30  in  each  year  it 
gives  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  actual  fishing  days  per 
annum,  which  brings  his  average  catch  to  five  trout 
and  a  fraction  per  diem.    As  the  trout  in  the  west 
country  streams  weigh  throughout  from  four  to  six  to 
the  pound,  it  is  nothing  much  to  boast  about,  and 
certainly  as  specimens  we  who  fish  the  Thames  and 
the  southern  streams  would  not  think  of  giving  them 
a  place  in  our  creels. 

I  am,  however,  perfectly  assured  that  there  is  no 
angler  of  my  acquaintance  who  would  be  so  utterly 
insane  as  to  stamp  on  the  big  rainbow  trout  now  in 
the  "  Zoo,"  despite  its  blindness,  if  he  had  the  good 

fortune  to  try  conclusions  with  it  on  a  rod  and  line.  

Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Simms. 

[Mr.  Simms  would  make  a  splendid  auctioneer. 


"  Now,  gentlemen,  walk  up  and  examine  these  lousy— 
I  mean  lovely— trout.  What,  don't  like  the  spots? 
Why,  what's  a  trout  without  spots— these  are  spotted 
beauties,  in  splendid  condition.  Only  got  one  eye  I 
Well,  what  of  that— fish  in  glass  cases  never  have  more 
than  one  eye."  Seriously,  are  the  fish  good  samples 
of  what  trout  should  be  '?  We  don't  want  the  British 
public  to  think  that  the  trout  we  rave  about  are  one- 
eyed,  white-patched,  louse-infested  creatures.  Has 
Mr.  Bartlett  tried  permanganate  of  potash  for  getting 
rid  of  fish  parasites  ?  If  not,  it  might  be  worth  while 
to  experiment  on  a  small  scale  by  putting  a  fish 
infested  with  them  into  a  basin  of  water  and  adding 
permanganate.  We  believe  it  has  been  used  with 
success  in  Germany,  where  fish  life  was  suffering  from 
impure  water — which  encourages  the  pests. — Ed.] 

SIR  ROGER  PALMER'S  CLAIM  ON  THE 
THAMES. 

Deak  Sir, — Your  timely  advice  "  that  counsel's 
opinion  should  be  taken  before  anything  definite  is 
decided  upon,"  offered  at  the  meeting  held  on  Oct.  4 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  by  anglers  interested  in 
the  Thames,  is  most  important. 

As  an  old  Thames  angler  I  have  been  particularly 
interested  in  the  matter,  and  have  consequently  paid 
careful  attention  to  the  published  reports  on  the 
subject,  and  by  these  I  had  only  naturally  understood 
that  this  had  been  done— as  is  usually  the  case  in  all 
important  matters— long  ago.  What  is  the  reason  it  has 
not  been  done  in  this  case  ?  Seeing  how  many  men 
of  true  business  habits  are  taking  part  in  this  agitation, 
I  fail  to  understand  how  this  has  been  overlooked,  and 
I  would  point  out  that  due  and  careful  consideration 
be  given  to  your  valuable  suggestion.  The  case  is  to 
cost,  we  are  told,  a  heap  of  money,  which  if  the 
cause  is  lost  will  be  of  not  the  slightest  use  to  the 
anglers.  That  they  have  not  seen  it  in  this  light 
seems  incredible.  But  "  it  is  never  too  late  to  mend," 
and  I  hope  your  proposition  will  at  once  be  acted  upon. 
Apparently  the  case  is  on  "  all  fours  "  with  the  previous 
one  of  Mrs.  Annie  Smith  which  I  may  know  something 
about,  seeing  that  the  "rights"  which,  she  claimed 
formerly  belonged  to  a  cousin  of  mine,  yet  he  never 
asserted  his  angling  rights. — Yours  truly, 

Pheasant  Tail. 


THAMES  FISHING  RIGHTS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  see  meetings  are  being  held  in  reference 
to  the  fishing  rights  in  the  Thames,  and  especially  to 
the  action  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  v.  Andrews,  but  none 
of  you  seem  to  be  aware  that  one  riparian  owner  has 
already  obtained  a  decision  in  the  High  Court  in 
her  favour.  In  1890  Mrs.  Smith,  of  the  Fishery 
Estate,  brought  an  action  against  a  Maidenhead 
fisherman  (and  I  think  his  name  was  Andrews)  and 
in  1891  or  1892  (I  think  it  was  in  1891)  she  obtained 
a  decision  giving  her  the  exclusive  right  to  the  fishing 
in  the  Thames  from  bank  to  bank  from  the  railway 
bridge  at  Maidenhead  to  near  Bray,  a  distance  of 
about  a  mile.  The  case  was  fully  reported  in  the 
Tuiu's.  Would  it  not  be  wise  to  examine  the  report 
of  the  case  before  spending  a  lot  of  money  in  perhaps 
a  useless  defence  ?  I  have  already  given  this  informa- 
tion to  Mr.  Lumley. — Yours  truly. 

One  who  Knows. 
[The  case  was  fully  reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
at  the   time,  and  we  refer  to  it  elsewhere  this 
week. — Ed.] 


THE  BORDER  ESK. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  queries  of  Mr.  Sharp  re 
angling  in  the  Border  Esk,  he  would  find  pleasant 
quarters  at  the  farmhouse  of  Harelawagg,  near 
Canonbie,  where  the  farmer's  genial  lady,  Mrs. 
Underwood,  would  do  her  best  to  make  him  com- 
fortable. He  would  have  every  attention,  good 
country  produce,  any  amount  of  milk  and  eggs,  and 
other  articles  for  which  a  city  man  sighs,  at  a  most 
moderate  rate.  The  farm  is  on  Liddle-side,  but  two 
or  three  minutes!  by  train  would  land  him  near  the 
Willow  Pool  on  the  Esk,  which  some  anglers  say  is 
the  best  pool.  Salmon  can  be  had,  however,  some 
times  in  the  Liddle  when  the  Esk  would  fail,  though 
the  converse  is  necessarily  true.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  wade  in  the  Liddle,  but  to  get  the  fly  "out"  pro- 
perly the  Esk  must  be  waded.  "  Trousers  "  are  not 
essential,  as  fishing  stockings  are  sufficient. 

Turkey  flies  are  as  good  as  anv,  for  which  see 
"  Francis's  Angling,"  where  a  list  is  given.  I  have  seen 
a  blue  body  do  well,  however.  The  Silver  Grey  is 
excellent,  especially  in  the  autumn,  and,  of  course, 
the  Jock  Scot  answers,  especially  in  a  big  water  or 
where  leaves  are  troublesome.  Mrs.  Underwood's  sou 
is  a  keen  angler  and  knows  the  best  pattern  for  sea- 
trout  flies,  which  he  discovered  last  year.— Yours  truly, 

"  FiSHEE." 


Dear  Sib,— In  reply  to.W.  T.  Sharp,  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  in  reference  to  the  Border  Esk.  (1) 
The  best  place  to  stay  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing 
in  the  middle  of  October  is  the  Cross  Keys  .Hotel, 
Canonbie,  within  fifty  [yards  of  the  river,  or  if  Mr. 


Sharp  should  prefer  private  lodgings,  Mr.  John 
Ballantyne,  Wood  House,  Canonbie,  two  hundred 
yards  from  the  jCross  Keys,  will  either  provide  the 
necessary  accommodation  or  direct  Mr.  Sharp  where 
to  apply  for  such.  (2)  Mr.  Ballantyne,  Mr.  John 
Wylie,  Cross  Keys  Hotel  (the  famous  gillie),  or  Mr.  W. 
Armstrong,  Rowanburn,  which  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  hotel,  will  give  instructions  about  flics,  and 
the  last-named  will  provide  them,  if  necessary,  as 
Mr.  Armstrong  is  an  accomplished  fly-dresser.  (3) 
Wading  will  be  necessary  in  some  of  the  pools— for 
instance,  in  the  Willow  pool  on  the  Scottish  side,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Double  Water.  There  is 
also  good  salmon  fishing  in  the  Border  Esk,  close  to 
Langholm,  and  the  best  place  to  stay  at  is  Mr.  William 
Douglas's  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Market  Place, 
Langholm,  where  Mr.  Tom  Jameson,  another  capablo 
and  reliable  gillie,  can  be  found.  Langholm  is  six 
miles  from  the  Cross  Keys,  further  up  the  river,  where 
four  streams  can  be  fished— namely,  the  Esk,  Ewes, 
Wauchope,  and  Tarras.— I  am,  etc.,  Gilnockie. 

THE  BORDER  ESK. 
Dear  Sir,— If  your  correspondent  Mr.  Sharp  cares 
to  write  to  No.  9,  Gracechurch-street  and  make  an 
appointment  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  him  the  fullest 
information  in  regard  to  the  Border  Esk.  I  may 
mention  that  suitable  flies  can  be  purchased  in  the 
district  and  that  wading  is  necessary.— Yours  faith- 
fully, G.  T.  Elliot. 


A  PUZZLED  EFT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — The  other  day  I  was  fishing  in  a  lake 
and,  on  looking  over  the  edjgc  of  the  boat  into  the 
clear  water,  I  saw  an  eft  with  a  small  fish  about  an 
mch  in  length  in  its  mouth.  At  intervals  it  made 
strong  efforts  to  swallow  the  fish  without  avail,  and 
when  I  and  my  friend  moved  the  boat  it  was  still 
there,  and  the  fish  in  the  same  position.  Boys  catch 
these  interesting  newts  with  a  bit  of  worm  in  old 
ponds,  in  which  they  keep  continually  rising  to  the 
surface  to  breathe.  One  never  finds  two  coloured 
quite  alike  ;  their  bellies  gleam  again  when  they  turn 
to  descend,  and  when  handled  they  make  a  plaintive 
little  cry  as  much  as  to  say,  "  pray,  leave  me  alone." 

I  have  known  a  gentleman  turn  some  of  these  efts 
into  his  fish  "pond  to  please  his  children;  but  does  it 
not  seem  feasible  that  if  they  can  be  caught  with  bits 
of  worm,  and  they  will  attack  fish  as  stated,  would 
they  not  devour  the  spawn  of  all  fish  like  mad,  and  do 
a  lot  of  harm  '!  Therefore,  I  say  to  those  who  think  of 
doing  likewise— don't.— Yours  truly, 

Old  Man. 


ROacH,  PERCH,  AND  ^DACE   "FULL  OP 

SPAWN"  IN  SEPTEMBER. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  fishing  tour 
in  Norfolk,  and  on  one  of  the  smaller  tributaries  of 
the  Yare,  which  for  roach  is  generally  fair,  I  found 
the  fishing  very  indifferent.  The  most  fine  and  careful 
fishing  was  for  the  most  part  of  no  avail ;  the  fish 
were  quite  off  the  feed. 

But  I  found  that  most  of  the  few  fish  I  did  get — 
roach  and  perch  to  14oz.  and  dace  to  8oz. — were  fall 
of  very  fully  developed  spawn  or  milt.  Is  not  this 
very  unusual  at  the  end  of  September,  and  would  it 
at  all  account  for  the  unusually  inferior  sport 
experienced  '?  A  few  words  in  an  early  issue  would  be 
much  appreciated  by  yours  truly, 

Ignoramus. 

[We  have  nothing  but  our  correspondent's  letter  to 
go  by,  but  should  imagine  that  if  it  was  fish  spawn 
that  he  saw  it  belonged  to  some  other  kind  of  fish, 
and  that  the  roach,  perch,  and  dace  had  been  fully 
developing  themselves  on  it,  just  as  grayling  take  trout 
eggs,  and  trout  salmon  eggs. — Ed.] 


A  SALMON  FISHING  QUERY. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  kindly  disposed  readers 
inform  me  where  to  go  for  salmon  fishing,  end  of  July 
to  end  of  August  in  Scotland,  Wales,  or  Enghmd  ? 
Failing  salmon,  tlie  best  place  for  sea-trout?  Does 
any  one  know  if  Locli  Awe  is  good  then  ?  l  am  awaro 
that  we  cannot  command  the  weather,  l)ut  given 
proper  conditions.  I  should  also  like  to  know  the 
average  cost  if  possible.  I  should  be  really  obliged 
for  any  information. — Yours  faithfully, 

Leicester.  Ernest  Shand. 


WILD-FOWLING  AND  SEA  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — As  a  subscriber  and  admirer  of  your 
valuable  paper  for  some  time,  and  knowing  that  your 
readers  are  all  over  the  country,  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  any  of  them  could  toll  me  of  a  place  on  the  south  or 
south-west  coast  where  there  is  good  wild-fowling  to  bo 
had,  and  also  some  soa  fishing,  the  wilder  the  place 
the  better.  One  hears  and  knows  of  plenty  of  such 
places  up  north,  but  rarely  in  the  south.  I  should  be 
glad  of  any  information, — Yours  faithfully, 

Frome.  -.E.  A.  It.«-  .. 

{Several  letters  are  imavoidably  lield  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


PROPOSED  MEMORIAL  TO  THE  LATE 

ME.    E.    D.    BLACKMOEE,  M.A. 
(Late  Scholar  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.  Author 
of  "|Lorna  Doone,"  etc.) 

RICHARD  DODDRIDGE  BLAGKMORE.* 
Died  Januaby  20,  1900. 

A  STEOKG,  calm,  steadfast,  single-hearted  soul, 
Sincere  as  Truth,  and  tender  like  a  maid, 
He  lived  as  one  whom  nothing  could  persuade 

From  reticence  and  manly  self-control. 

Insight,  and  humour,  and  the  rhythmic  roll 
Of  antique  lore,  his  fertile  fancies  sway'd, 
And  with  their  various  eloquence  array'd 

His  sterling  English,  pure  and  clean  and  whole. 

Fair  Nature  mourns  him  now,  as  well  she  may 
So  apt  a  pupil  and  so  close  a  friend. 

But  what  of  us,  who  through  his  lifelong  day 
Knew  him  at  home,  and  loved  him  to  the  end; 

One  thing  we  know :  that  Love's  transcendent  name 

Is  link'd  with  his,  and  with  his  honour'd  fame. 


I  have  been  asked  to  act  as  Hon.  secretary  and 
hon.  treasurer  of  a  fund  to  be  raised  with  the 
object  of  placing  a  memorial  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  D. 
Blackmore  in  Exeter  Cathedral,  and,  having  known 
Mr.  Blackmore  intimately  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
and  enjoyed  the  great  privilege  of  his  hearty  friend- 
ship, I  need  hardly  say  that  in  accepting  the 
position  I  do  so  with  the  feeling  that  whatever 
work  it  may  entail  will  indeed  be  a  "labour  of 
love." 

It  is  probable  that  the  subscription  fund  will  be 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable 


This  sonnet  is  by  the  late  Mr.  R.  D.  Blackmore's  old  friend, 
Mr.  Arthur  Munby,  and  is  reprinted  by  his  kind  permission  and 
that  of  the  Editor  of  T/ie  Athenxum,  who  published  it  on  Feb  3, 


memorial  in  Exeter  Cathedral,  and  I  have  proposed, 
with  the  sanction  of  Mr.  Blackmore's  representa- 
tives, that  any  surplus  should  be  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Authors'  Benevolent  Fund,  which 
has  recently  been  established  in  connection  with 
the  Society  of  Authors. 

PreliniLnaiy  list  of  the  honorary  committee  of 
the  fund  : — Mr.  James  Baker,  Mr.  Mackenzie  Bell, 
Mr.  Wia.  Blackwood,  Mr.  Hall  Caine,  Mr.  W.  C. 
Knight  Clowes,  Mr.  A.  H.  Davis,  Mr.  J.  S.  C. 
Davis,  Rev.  J.  P.  Faunthorpe,  Mr.  Charles  Garvice, 
Mrs.  Gordon,  Mr.  Thomas  Hardy,  Mr.  Rudyard 
Kipling,  Rev.  Charles  Kirton,  Mrs.  Freiligarth 
Krocker,  Mr.  Ernest  Lacy  (Philadelphia,  U.S.A.), 
Mr.  A.  Pinto  Leite,  Miss  E.  Pinto  Leite,  Mr.  Edward 
Marston,  Mr.  Raphael  Meldola,  Mr.  Robt.  J. 
Mitchie,  Mr.  Herbert  Morrah,  Mr.  A.  J.  Munby, 
Mr.  Eden  Phillpotts,  Mr.  Rowland  E.  Prothero, 
Mr.  Walter  Raymond,  Mr.  Stuart  J.  Reid,  Mr.  W. 
Clark  Russell,  Mr.  G.  E.  N.  Ryan,  Mr.  T.  Herbert 
Warren,  Mr.  Harrison  Weir,  Mr.  Albert  H.  Whitin 
(Whitinsville,  Mass.,  U.S.A.),  Rev.  C.  E.  Shirley 
Woolmer,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.  Wright. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  send  a  circular  giving  further 
particulars  to  any  who  would  like  to  subscribe  to 
the  fund. 


Mr.  J.  M.  Oldham's  50-Pounder. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Oldham  in  a  note  to  me  about  his  big 
fish  says  :  "I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  give  you  any 
thrilling  details  of  the  capture  of  my  50-pounder. 
I  hooked  him  on  his  second  rise  to  a  No.  2  size  Fiery 
Brown  attached  to  a  single  gut  cast,  both  of  which 
I  purchased  at  Bernard's,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly. 
He  made  two  very  fair  rushes,  jumping  high  out  of 
the  water  once,  and  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  minutes 
came  quite  kindly  to  the  gaff.  I  don't  think  he 
gave  as  much  sport  as  a  301b.  fish  I  got  on  the  fly 
the  following  day,  Oct.  5.  I  sent  the  501b.  fish  to 
Mr.  Malloch,  at  Perth,  to  be  cast,  and  when  I  have 
the  measvurements  I  will  send  them  to  you. — Yours 
truly,  J.  M.  Oldham." 

Mr.  Oldham  has  also  kindly  promised  to  send  me 
a  photograph  of  the  fish  later  on. 


Rainbow  Against  Brook  Trout. 

It  is  very  curious  how  little  we  hear  now  of  the 
wonderful  results  that  Were  to  attend  the  stocking 
of  our  rivers  with  the  rainbow  trout,  and  American 
anglers  do  not  seem  to  be  quite  satisfied  with  the 
results  of  introducing  them  into  brook  trout  waters, 
as  will  be  seen  from  this  note  from  the  last  number 
of  Forest  and  Stream  : — 

"  As  bearing  upon  the  value  of  the  rainbow 
trout  compared  with  the  brook  and  speckled  trout, 
there  may  be  offered  the  following  communication 
from  a  gentleman  who  writes  from  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  and  quotes  a  letter  from  North  Carolina. 
These  statements  seem  to  cover  the  question  pretty 
fully.  When  first  introduced  into  eastern  waters 
the  rainbow  trout  is  hailed  by  the  local  anglers 
with  joy.  It  is  really  a  better  sporting  fish,  as  seen 
in  the  eastern  streams,  than  the  native  brook  trout, 
but  it  does  not  wear  so  well  in  the  estimation  of 
the  anglers.  It  is  believed  that  in  most  cases  the 
latter  regret,  and  commonly  too  late,  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  rainbow  trout,  which  practically  drives 
out  the  smaller,  but  not  less  desirable,  species. 
The  letter  referred  to  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  '  In  the  Forest  and  Stream  of  November  17, 
1894,  there  was  published  a  letter  from  W.  M. 
Brown,  of  Florence,  S.C.,  in  which  he  says,  in 
reference  to  the  trout  streams  in  the  mountains  of 
North  Carolina,  the  following : — 

"  "'  I  would,  however,  soimd  a  warning  note  to 
those  who  love  the  native  brook  trout  better,  but 
may  be  tempted  to  plant  rainbow  trout  among 
them  as  an  experiment.  Let  them  forbear.  Close 
observation  on  the  Culusagee  River  proves  that  as 
the  rainbows  increase  in  size  the  native  fish 
decrease  in  number.  In  this  stream  seven  years 
ago  it  was  no  trouble  to  kill  a  creelful  of  the  beau- 
tiful fontinalis  in  a  few  hours,  but  every  year  since 
they  have  been  gradually  getting  scarce  and  more 
scarce,  until  this  i^ast  summer  the  creel  would  not 
contain  ten  per  cent,  of  this  species.  I  cannot 
assign  any  other  reason  for  this  than  that  the 
rainbows,  being  a  fiercer,  more  voracious,  and 
much  more  active  fish,  are  steadily  cleaning  them 
out  by  preying  on  them." 

"  '  My  experience  and  observation  with  the  trout 
streams  of  Michigan,  south  of  the  Straits  of 
Mackinaw,  are  about  the  same  as  those  of  Mr. 
Brown  in  North  Carolina.    No  one  who  has  had 


much  experience  with  the  rainbows  in  the  streams 
of  Michigan  will  question  their  game  qualities,  but 
as  for  eating  them,  I  do  not  tliink  they  are  any 
better  than  the  common  sucker  from  the  same 
stream.'  " 


"  A  Worthy  Disciple  of  Walton  "  ? 

The  Westminster  Gazette  is  responsible  for  the 
following  apocryphal  fish  story  : — 

"  A  remarkable  illustration  of  '  the  ruling  passion 
strong  in  death  '  has  been  furnished  by  the  presi- 
dent of  a  provincial  angling  club.  By  his  will  he 
left  £2.')  to  provide  an  outing  for  the  members  of 
his  club,  at  which  he  hoped  that  good  sport  would 
be  enjoyed  and  no  mourning  worn.  lie  further 
directed  that  his  ashes  should  be  carried  in  a  bait- 
can  to  the  riverside,  and,  before  a  line  was  cast, 
scattered  from  a  boat  over  the  surface  of  the 
stream.  By  a  felicitous  coincidence,  the  combined 
catch  of  the  club  on  the  day  when  these  directions 
were  carried  out  was  nearly  double  their  previous 
record.  Plato,  in  the  "  Phiedo,"  pictures  Socrates 
as  desiring  death  for  the  pleasure  of  conversing 
with  Homer.  But  what  a  meeting  there  mutt 
have  been  in  Hades  between  this  enthusiastic 
angler  and  old  Izaak  Walton  1  " 

What  a  meeting,  indeed !  Walton  would  have 
broken  his  fishing  rod  over  him  if  he  ever  came 
across  such  a  desecrater  of  rivers.  Fancy  if  all 
anglers  ground-baited  with  their  remains  in  this 
way,  how  the  public  and  the  water  companies 
would  howl  about  "  anglers'  rights." 

R.  B.  Marston-. 


EIVEES  I  HAVE  FISHED. 


The  Bedford  Ouse. 

Anglers  who  have  never  fished  in  this  ideal 
roach  and  bream  river,  sometimes  make  a  great 
mistake  by  going  to  localities  where  it  is  difficult 
for  them  to  fish  with  any  chance  of  success  without 
a  boat.  Even  if  they  go  on  the  off-chance  to 
where  a  boat  is  kept,  it  may  be  engaged,  and  they 
are  as  bad  off  as  ever,  and  much  valuable  time  is 
often  wasted  which  a  few  lines  would  have  saved. 

From  St.  Neots  to  Huntingdon,  on  to  St.  Ives,  to 
Holywell,  to  quaint,  old-world  Earith ;  Littleport 
to  Brand  Creek,  past  Southery  Ferry,  to  Hilgay 
Fen,  etc.,  more  often  than  not  one  will  be  more 
successful  with  a  boat  than  without  one.  In  many 
portions  weeds  affect  the  sides  in  thick  patches, 
and  when  fishing  from  a  boat  in  the  clear  runs 
between  or  beyond  these  weeds  many  roach  can 
often  be  caught.  Take,  for  instance,  portions  of 
the  river  at  St.  Neots,  Swavesey,  a  village  about 
three-and-a-half  miles  south-east  of  St.  Ives, 
Hartford,  the  South  Level  Cut  at  Littleport,  Great 
Paxton,  and  Southery  Ferry.  At  low  water  the 
river  is  often  very  clear,  good  fish  very  difficult  to 
catch ;  clear  spaces  near  the  banks  considerably 
curtailed,  necessitating  great  quiet  and  caution, 
and  eddies  very  few  and  far  between.  Even  where 
the  river  was  clear  of  weeds  I  invariably  caught  the 
best  roach  light  ledgering  from  the  bank  in  mid- 
stream, notably  at  Southery  Ferry  and  at  Little- 
port, in  the  Ely  and  Cambridge  Angling  Society's 
subscription  water — that  is,  in  the  South  Level 
Cut  or  Adelaide  Course — but  nothing  like  the 
number  caught  from  a  boat.  When  the  Ouse  is 
very  low  and  bright,  I  know  of  no  river  in  which  it 
is  more  difficult  to  catch  good  fish.  Bream  not 
only  want  locating,  but  well  baited  for,  detained, 
and  the  narrower  the  water  the  more  difficult  this 
detaining  business  becomes. 

In  the  immense  eddies  at  the  broad  bends  of 
large  quick-flowing  rivers  bream  will  often  stay  for 
a  considerable  time,  but  in  rivers  such  as  the  Mole, 
Wey,  the  two  Rothers,  Witham,  Arun,  Stort,  and 
Boston  drains  for  several  reasons  they  appear  so 
restless  and  unsettled  that  it  is  not  easy  to  locate  or 
keep  them  together,  and  in  some  of  the  very  narrow 
swims  a  death-like  stillness  must  be  maintained, 
and,  as  a  rule,  the  sport  to  be  obtained  must  be 
had  quickly,  and  that  after  cai'eful  preparation. 
Most  of  the  bream  between  Ely  and  15 rand  Creek 
are  caught  before  the  end  of  September  ;  but  the 
present  season  seems  to  be  an  exception,  for  in  the' 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  5  I  read :  "  After  several 
bad  weeks,  during  the  past  seven  days  sport  has- 
been  excellent;  the  bream  which  we  thought  had 
left  for  deeper  waters  once  more  showed  up  well, 
bags  of  281b.,  261b.,  and  201b.  being  recorded.' 
Never  expect  anything  but  the  unexpected  ia' 
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ajigling.  Another  important  thing  some  anglers 
ignore,  and  that  is  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
bream  worth  taking  are  caught  at  night.  One  can 
either  fish  from  dusk  to,  say,  twelve  o'clock,  or 
from  daybreak  to  about  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
Your  rustic  native  angler  usually  prefers  the  former 
period,  and  with  his  firmly  fixed  clothes-prop  or 
pole,  turnip-like  float,  lantern,  the  light  from  which 
is  made  to  shine  upon  his  float,  and  heavy  tackle 
to  keep  a  couple  of  brandlings  or  lob-worms  well  on 
the  ground — what  I  have  seen  anglers  laugh  at — ■ 
often  does  far  more  execution  than  experts  in  the 
daytime  with  their  expensive  rods  and  tackle. 
Working  hard  all  one  day  at  Southery  Ferry 
and  fishing  well  out,  I  caught  three  bream  about 
lib.  each,  but  for  several  days,  both  at  Little- 
port  and  Brand  Creek,  I  never  caught  or  saw 
one  caught  in  the  daytime.  An  old  Ouse 
angler  once  told  me  that  he  and  another  angler, 
one  jiight  near  Over  Staunch,  caught  between 
twenty  and  thirty  bream  weighing  between  31b. 
and  4lb.  each,  and  the  night  that  they  took  the 
fish  was  the  only  fair  take  that  season.  The  Ouse 
no  doubt  contains  as  many  bream  as  any  river  in 
England,  but  they  want  catching.  Good  summer 
baits  are  white  paste  and  boiled  wheat,  and  a 
couple  of  brandlings  is  a  very  killing  bait. 

Chub. — These  fish  are  about  as  cautious  as 
they  make  them.  In  one  splendid  pool  between 
St.  Neots  Bridge  and  Great  Paxton  I  saw  four 
quietly  sailing  about  near  the  surface,  and  it  took 
me  over  an  horn-  to  circumvent  a  two-pounder  ;  the 
water  looked  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  and  only  just 
moved.  I  missed  my  first  fish — struck  a  little  too 
soon — and  had  to  wait  for  another.  I  was  watching 
the  fish  take  the  bait,  instead  of  keeping  my  eye 
on  the  tiny  float,  and  in  the  circumstances  I  think 
it  was  slightly  idiotic.  Fly  fishing  in  the  shallows 
is  the  best  paying  game. 

KoACH. — I  know  no  river  that  contains  so  many 
small  roach,  which  may  be  caught  with  paste, 
stewed  wheat,  or  gentles ;  an  angler  may  catch 
(and  probably  will)  a  hundred  small  ones  to  one 
weighing  lib.  I  have  seen  as  many  as  102  caught 
in  about  three  hours,  not  one  of  which  weighed  ^ib. 
— truly  a  slaughter  of  the  innocents — but  this 
particular  angler  said  they  wanted  thinning  out. 
It  must  not  be  supposed  by  these  remarks  that 
large  roach  are  scarce  in  this  ri\er,  for  they  are 
frequently  taken  between  lib.  and  21b.,  but  it  is 
not  every  angler  that  knows  where  to  find,  or  how 
to  circumvent,  them  in  low,  fine  water. 

The  102  mentioned  above  and  other  large  takes 
were  all  caught  from  a  boat,  fixed  lengthwise  near 
the  rushes  or  a  few  yards  from  the  side,  with  an 
ordinary  one-piece  Japanese — very  lissom,  yet 
wonderfully  strong,  tough  rod  frequently  used  on 
the  Ouse. 

Pike. — Many  would  scarcely  believe  what  a 
number  of  fine  pike  have  been  taken  in  this  river 
in  days  of  yore.  One,  at  all  events,  has  been 
known  to  tow  a  boat  along  for  some  distance  and 
then  escape.  My  opinion  is  that  there  are  still 
many  left,  but  perhaps  they  have  become  more 
artful.  In  some  portions  of  the  river  they  seem  as 
numerous  in  comparison  as  small  roach,  and  I  took 
several  spinning  from  about  jlb.  to  |lb.  in  weight. 
In  some  places  it  is  difficult  to  ground-bait  for 
roach  without  several  of  these  pests  getting  into 
the  swim.  Once  one  took  a  roach  whilst  it  was 
in  play,  and  they  will  even  attack  fish  in  a  keep-net 
when  hanging  from  a  boat. 

Pike  seem  to  object  to  take  a  bait  on  a  gimp 
tackle  in  bright  water,  and  on  one  occasion,  having 
an  hour  or  two  to  spare,  I  won  a  bet  with  an  old 
Ouse  angler  by  using  a  length  of  good  sound  barbel 
gut  and  a  single  hook.  I  used  a  tapered  cork  float 
that  caused  little  or  no  resistance  when  the  small 
dace  was  taken,  and  to  his  surprise  I  caught  two 
jack  weighing  about  51b.  It  need  not  be  anything 
like  so  thick  as  gut  for  salmon,  but  of  the  best 
quality,  say  Padrona.  ]\Iany  anglers  think  that  if 
they  use  gimp  pike  cannot  escape.  I  have  known 
several  anglers  who  have  had  gimp  bitten  through 
by  biggish  pike,  and  they  were  not  very  long  about  it. 
With  a  small  bait  and  thick  gimp,  such  as  I  have 
frequently  seen  anglers  use,  one  might  as  well  fish 
in  a  water-butt  and  expect  to  have  sport.  When 
the  water  is  low  and  bright  Johnny  will  have  none 
of  it,  for  you  may  take  my  word  he  can  see  only 
too  plainly  what  it  all  means.  The  best  time  is 
from  the  present  to  the  middle  of  February. 

Tench. — In  various  reaches  of  the  river  these 
run  to  a  good  size,  and  fish  up  to  31b.  are  taken  by 
careful  and  expert  anglers  a  little  distance  above 


Southery  Ferry.  The  very  best  fish  are  sometimes 
lost  by  thoughtless  anglers  fishing  with  a  tight  line. 
"With  the  Japanese  rod  mentioned  above  it  is  not 
stiff  enough,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  put  on 
sufficient  pressure  to  enable  an  angler  to  turn  his 
fish.  A  three-pounder  goes  off  with  a  great  rush, 
and  bores  down  with  such  determination,  either  to 
get  in  the  weeds  or,  if  possible,  bury  himself  in  the 
mud,  that  either  the  tackle  or  rod-top  breaks, 
mostly  the  former. 

KuDD. — There  are  grand  rudd  in  the  Ouse,  and 
according  to  a  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  5,  1901,  Holywell  Ferry  is  now  a  good  place, 
for  it  says  :  "  There  has  been  large  shoals  of  good 
rudd  playing  about  here  lately.  Mr.  Phillips  took 
a  lot  (largest  l]lb.)."  Several  well-known  Ouse 
anglers  take  some  very  fine  rudd  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hartford,  but  they  are  usually  dabsters  at 
the  game,  and  know  every  move  on  the  board. 

Perch. — These  are  often  fine  fish,  but  like  very 
large  roach  they  want  finding.  Beauties  have  been 
taken  at  Great  Paxton,  Littleport,  Holywell  Ferry, 
and  other  well-known  localities. 

Floats. — In  the  tidal  portion  of  this  river  the 
float  should  suit  the  peculiar  under-currents.  The 
6-inch  or  7-inch  goose  quill  floats,  so  admirably 
adapted  to  non-tidal  straight  running  streams,  are 
not  so  well  suited  for  this  work  as  the  cork  and 
quill  floats  used  by  some  old  Ouse  anglers  that 
will  carry  a  small  chain  of  shots  just  enough  to 
submerge  the  cork  with  about  half  the  long  beauti- 
fully double-bound  cap  allowed  to  show  above  the 
surface,  and  it  glides  along  quite  as  steadily  as  a 
properly  balanced  quill  float  in  a  moderately  fast 
stream.  Much  as  I  detest  a  number  of  shots  close 
together,  in  this  instance  a  chain  keeps  this  sort  of 
float  remarkably  steady,  takes  the  bait  well  down 
quickly  and  close  enough  to  the  heads  of  such  fish 
as  roach,  bream,  and  even  dace,  that  they  can 
easily  take  the  bait,  the  chain  being  about  fifteen 
inches  and  a  single  shot  painted  green  about  three 
inches  from  the  hook.  Nothing  is  more  important 
than  having  sufficient  weight  to  always  keep  the 
bait  near  the  fish  and  not  swirled  out  of  their  reach 
by  the  force  of  the  tide.  It  is  so  much  time 
wasted. 

Wind. — This  river,  like  many  others,  is  most 
contradictory  in  some  respects,  and  if  I  were  to  tell 
you  that,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Littleport  at  all 
events,  an  east  wind  is  supposed  to  be  the  very 
best  for  roach,  you  would  probably  be  surprised. 
Personally,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  had  several 
splendid  bags  of  bream  in  most  detestable  weather, 
when  it  was  so  cold  that  I  think  the  wind  must 
liave  been  in  the  east ;  but  the  old  Ouse  angler 
who  had  fished  this  river  for  years  told  me  that  ho 
and  several  of  his  friends  never  had  a  good  take  of 
roach  with  a  south-west  wind,  and  he  said  he  much 
preferred  fishing  with  the  wind  in  the  east.  It  is, 
to  say  the  least,  peculiar,  but  very  strange  things 
happen  in  these  fen  districts  with  respect  to  tem- 
perature. This  may  have  some  influence  on  the 
fish  ;  and  the  atmospheric  conditions  are  sometimes 
puzzling.  Again,  I  think  that  the  soil  through 
which  a  river  runs — be  it  peat,  clay,  greensand, 
marl,  chalk,  or  gault  clay — has  more  influence  on 
fish  than  many  anglers  imagine.  At  any  rate,  I 
have  caught  most  peculiar  coloured  bream  and 
roach  in  waters  both  nmning  through  and 
surrounded  by  peat.  A. 


BKITISH  SEA  ANGLEES'  SOCIETY. 


The  Pier  Competition  will  be  held  Nov.  16  and 
17  if  the  number  of  competitors  exceed  twenty, 
and  on  Nov.  16  only  if  there  be  fewer  than  that 
number. 

The  Boat  Competition  has  been  fixed  for  Nov. 
23,  24,  and  25.  It  was  hoped  to  have  arranged 
this  contest  earlier  in  the  month,  but  the  only 
other  available  dates  were  Nov.  9, 10,  and  11,  on  the 
first  of  which  days  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
has  for  several  years  back  held  its  annual  sea 
angling  competition. 

On  Nov.  6,  however,  members  and  friends  will 
be  glad  to  learn  that  the  veteran  sea  angler,  Chas. 
A.  Payton,  Esq.  ("  Sarcelle  "  of  the  Field),  will 
address  the  society.  The  title  of  his  lecture  is 
"  Lines  in  Many  Waters."  This  is  a  resume  of 
world-wide  sea  angling  experiences  extending  over 
many  years.  No  doubt  many  members  will  attend 
and  bring  friends  to  support  the  lecturer,  who  it  is 
to  be  noted  is  a  vice-president  of  the  society. 


THE  EIVEK  EEDBUEN— SALMON 
LEAPS— LOCH  FISHING,  ETC.* 


One  day,  we — that  is,  one  of  the  Laird's  sons  and 
myself— went  to  the  Redburn  for  the  last  time  this 
season.  Passing  by  the  pools  which  we  had  fislied 
on  fomier  occasions,  as  being  at  present  too  placid 
and  sleepy,  we  followed  the  river's  course  up  to 
some  higher  places,  which  I  had  not  yet  visited, 
but  which  in  Donald's  opinion  were  more  likely  to 
have  fish  than  the  lower  parts  since  the  late  flood. 

For  some  distance  the  river,  liaving  been  diverted 
from  its  original  winding  course,  passed  through  a 
straight  cut  of  recent  construction  ;  and  here  there 
was  no  angling  to  be  had,  the  stream  being  too 
uniform  and  shallow ;  but  in  due  time  we  arrived 
at  the  upper  pools  and  commenced  operations. 

The  salmon  were  leaping  about  in  the  most  tan- 
talising fashion  ;  great  fellows  springing  out  of  the 
water,  sometimes  two  or  three  feet  into  the  air,  and 
coming  down  with  a  splash  like  that  of  a  man. 
Now  and  then  they  swam  up  to  the  fly,  and  passed 
it  without  taking  the  least  notice,  or,  with  a  lazy 
flap  of  the  tail,  turned  round  and  darted  back  into 
the  black  depths  below.  The  sight  alone  for  some 
time  kept  up  the  interest,  and  I  fished  on,  though 
without  success.  At  length,  however,  having  tried 
the  sailor's  plan  of  whistling  to  coax  a  wind,  again 
and  again,  but  to  no  purpose,  and,  despairing  of 
sport,  I  gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  I  had,  indeed, 
succeeded  in  hooking  one  fish,  a  small  one  of  four 
or  five  pounds'  weight,  who  got  himself  caught  by 
mistake,  but  after  teasing  me  for  a  couple  of 
minutes,  he  quietly  slipped  off,  and  I  saw  no  more 
of  him. 

We  now,  as  a  last  resource,  struck  across  the 
moor  for  a  mountain  loch  famous  for  a  large  kind 
of  trout,  commonly  called  the  "  bull-trout,"  some, 
it  was  said,  having  been  taken  there  up  to  ten 
pounds  in  weight.  On  our  way  thither,  as  we 
were  leaping  from  stone  to  stone  up  the  rugged 
course  of  a  mountain  burn  which  had  lately  been 
considerably  swollen  by  the  rain,  though  it  was 
now  almost  dry,  we  came  upon  a  sea-trout  of  about 
four  pounds  weight,  lying  on  the  shingle  dead,  but 
quite  fresh.  As  there  were  no  marks  of  violence 
about  him,  he  had  not  been  conveyed  there  by 
an  otter,  or  any  other  enemy,  but  had  evidently 
become  the  victim  of  his  own  rashness,  his  natural 
instinct  having  led  him  to  follow  the  course  of 
the  burn  too  far.  He  had  ascended  at  least  three 
hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  river  we  had 
just  left ;  but  though  the  ascent  had  been  easy,  as 
well  as  natural,  at  the  time  he  made  it,  on  the 
burn  subsequently  sinking  to  its  ordinary  dimen- 
sions he  had  been  left  there  a  monument  of  the 
folly  and  danger,  even  in  the  brute  creation,  of 
aspiring  too  high,  and  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine 
that  the  most  elevated  stations  are  not  necessarily 
the  most  happy  or  secure. 

Often  to  our  comfort  shall  we  find 
The  sharded  beetle  in  a  safer  hole 
Than  is  the  full-winged  eagle. 

'Tis  the  highest  trees  are  shaken  most ;  the  highest 
hills  are  most  exposed  to  the  levin-flash.  And  had 
that  trout  but  observed  the  modus  in  rebus,  and 
stayed  quietly  in  his  river,  he  might  have  lived  to 
propagate  a  numerous  and  respectable  progeny, 
or,  at  the  least,  have  served  the  laudable  end  of 
gratifying  the  angler. 

And  here,  while  on  this  subject,  I  may  conveni- 
ently reply  to  a  question,  which  I  have  had  put  to 
me,  anent  the  capacity  of  salmon  for  overcoming 
the  difficulties  which  they  must  frequently  meet 
with  on  their  way  to  the  spawning  bed.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  I  may  have  at  times  overstated  the 
height  of  different  falls,  for  nothing  is  more  easy 
than  to  be  deceived  in  such  a  matter ;  and  a  rough 
guess,  made  from  recollection,  never  can  ensure 
perfect  accuracy  ;  nevertheless,  these  fish  do  possess 
a  marvellous  power  of  overcoming  such  difficulties. 
Though  a  salmon  cannot  leap  sheer  out  of  the 
water  more  than  six,  or  perhaps  eight,  feet,  this 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  height  of  a  fall  he  may 
surmount.  In  the  latter  case  he  is  still  in  his  own 
element ;  he,  as  it  were,  runs  up  the  water,  generally 
in  a  direction  slanting  across  the  fall,  and  it  would 
be  difficult  to  say  exactly  how  high  he  could  ascend 
in  this  manner. 

Nets  and  wicker  baskets  are  frequently  put  at  the 
head  of  falls  twenty  feet  high  to  catch  the  fish  as 
they  ascend.    There  is  a  river,  the  name  of  which, 

*  From  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 
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however,  I  do  not  recollect,  where  the  fish  are 
caught  by  holes  made  in  the  rocks  at  the  falls,  in 
which  the  fish  drop,  having  overshot  the  mark  in 
their  ascent.  And  there  is  a  tradition  connected 
with  the  falls  of  Kilmhorach,  to  the  effect  that  a 
salmon  was  once  boiled  alive  there,  the  fish  having 
rushed  up  the  fall  and  thrown  itself  by  mistake 
into  a  caldron  of  boiling  water  placed  pm-posely  on 
the  ledge  above. 

Traps  of  the  above  description  are,  I  believe, 
common  enough  throughout  the  Highlands;  and 
at  some  hotels  tourists  are  constantly  regaled  on 
fish  caught  in  this  way.  Of  course,  if  a  salmon 
can  rush  up  a  fall  twenty  feet  in  sheer  perpendicular 
height  he  can  surmount  a  cascade,  or  series  of  falls, 
considerably  higher,  where  the  inequalities  of  the 
surface  would  aid  him  materially  in  the  ascent. 

But  to  return.  After  a  walk  of  about  a  mile  we 
arrived  at  the  loch.  Embosomed  in  the  hills,  it 
lay  before  us  unruffled  by  the  gentlest  breath  of 
wind.  A  high  cliff,  rising  abruptly  from  one  bank, 
cast  its  shadow  nearly  across  the  loch,  whose  waters 
seemed  almost  inky-black  from  their  great  depth, 
though  its  whole  extent  was  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  square.  At  one  end  there  were  a 
few  weeds,  and  less  depth  of  water.  Thither  there- 
fore we  bent  our  steps,  hoping  to  find  some  of  the 
smaller  fish  feeding,  as  there  seemed  no  probability, 
in  the  present  calm,  of  the  larger  bull-trout  being 
drawn  from  their  haunts  below.  Three  wild-duck 
rose  from  the  shelter  of  the  weeds  as  we  were  putting 
on  our  flies,  and  with  a  quack  of  alarm  winged  their 
way  to  the  highest  reaches  of  the  Eedburn.  After 
wading  some  way  into  the  waters,  so  as  to  cast 
beyond  the  weeds,  we  caught  five  or  six  trout,  none 
of  them  more  than  half-a-pound  in  weight ;  and  then 
walking  round  the  shore  we  tried  the  deeper  water, 
but  still  as  before  the  calm  was  against  us,  and, 
though  our  flies  were  continually  changed,  we  caught 
nothing  mere.  Once,  indeed,  I  raised  a  good  fish 
with  a  large  black  fly,  but,  as  he  had  unfortunately 
felt  the  hook,  nothing  could  induce  him  to  make  a 
second  essay.  In  the  best  weather  angling  for 
these  larger  fish  is  very  uncertain  work,  as  they  are, 
of  course,  fewer  in  number  than  the  small  fry, 
als  o  more  dainty,  and  their  haimts  more  difficult 
of  access.  This  difficulty,  of  course,  is  enhanced  if 
the  angler  is  compelled  from  want  of  a  boat  to 
content  himself  with  casting  from  the  shore. 

Finding,  therefore,  that  we  were  not  likely  to 
make  much  of  it  that  day,  we  put  up  our  tackle  and 
started  for  home,  Donald  leading  us  by  a  route 
which  we  had  not  yet  traversed  in  order  to  show 
us  a  curious  waterfall  on  the  hillside.  It  was  a 
mountain  torrent  shooting  over  a  precipice,  spread- 
ing like  a  sheet  down  its  glassy  surface,  and  again 
contracting  into  a  narrow  neck  at  the  bottom, 
dashing  into  a  deep  black  chasm  in  the  moor  and 
disappearing  underground,  emerging  again  into 
light  at  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards. 

As  we  stood  looking  up  towards  the  fall  itself, 
we  could  distinctly  hear  the  rush  of  waters  as  they 
dashed  along  their  unseen  channel  beneath  the 
rocky  spot  on  which  we  were  standing,  though  they 
must  have  been  several  feet  below  us.  Before 
reaching  home  we  passed  by  the  base  of  a  very 
high  and  wild-looking  crag  which  rose  perpendicu- 
larly to  the  height  of  several  hmidred  feet ;  its  face 
seamed  with  huge  cracks,  and  studded  here  and 
there  with  the  hardy  mountain  ash,  or  occasionally  a 
wild  holly.  In  a  niche  near  the  summit  of  a  kind 
of  projecting  buttress  was  the  nest  of  a  raven.  At 
one  time  the  eyrie  of  a  pair  of  eagles,  it  had  been 
abandoned  by  its  former  kingly  inhabitants  on  the 
approach  of  civilisation,  and  for  many  years  had 
been  tenanted  by  the  less  noble  raven.  Though 
apparently  inaccessible  to  humanity,  Donald  told 
me  that  he  had  once  climbed  his  way  to  it — an 
experiment,  however,  which  he  did  not  seem 
disposed  to  repeat. 

From  their  mischievous  and  destructive  habits 
the  birds  had  become  obnoxious,  and  Donald  had 
recently  exterminated  the  whole  family,  parents 
and  brood,  by  firing  at  them  from  below.  We 
could  distinguish  with  our  glasses  where  the  rock 
had  been  shivered  by  his  bullets,  and  his  quick  eye 
detected  the  feathers  of  the  fast  rotting  mass,  con- 
sisting of  parents  and  young  piled  together  on  the 
rock.  We  presently  reached  the  banks  of  the 
Redbum,  which  we  had  to  cross  on  oui-  way  home. 
But  being  still  somewhat  swollen  the  water  did  not 
look  at  all  tempting,  and  we  paused  on  the  brink 
doubtful  whether  to  venture  into  the  current  or  not. 
While,  however,  we  were  demurring  Donald  came 
to  our  relief  by  promising  that  if  we  would  follow 


his  guidance  we  should  pass  over  dryfoot— a 
proposal  which  we  were  only  too  glad  to  accept. 
Accordingly,  preceded  by  him,  we  took  a  short  cut 
across  the  muir,  leaving  the  stream  for  awhile, 
though  only  that  we  might  return  to  it  further 
down.  A  walk  of  a  few  minutes  brought  us  to  a 
creek  into  which  the  river  discharged  itself ;  and  as 
we  stood  on  an  elevated  rock  overlooking  it  our 
guide  pointed  out  the  spot  at  which  he  assured 
us  we  might  cross  with  safety.  Two  huge  rocky 
buttresses  jutted  out  on  either  side  the  stream,  and 
from  our  present  position  seemed  to  -meet  within  a 
few  inches  ;  but  on  descending  and  coming  to  the 
spot,  we  found  that  they  were  about  six  feet  apart, 
and  through  this  narrow  passage  dashed  the  whole 
pent-up  force  of  the  river  with  a  roar  of  thunder, 
as  it  plunged  into  an  oblong  basin  below,  called 
the  "  I'oit  bhruich,"  or  boiling  pot. 

(To  he  continued.) 


AN  AFTEENOON  ON  THE  PEETH- 
SHIEE  ISLA. 


Day  after  day  last  summer  I  had  longed  to  catch 
a  trout,  but  something  always  interfered.  At 
length,  one  day  I  seized  my  rod  and  darted  off  to 
the  river,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house.  It 
was  twelve  o'clock,  and  I  could  be  spared  till 
three.  Never  did  a  schoolboy  rush  off  with  more 
alacrity  than  I  sought  the  river,  which  here  dashes 
over  large  boulders  and  rock  shelves,  under  the 
shade  of  tall  alders  and  willows,  with  here  and 
there  a  quiet  reach,  from  which  it  again  tumbles 
over  a  mimic  waterfall.  Very  beautiful  it  was  at 
times,  but  never  so  much  so  as  when  I  reached  it 
that  day,  with  the  rod  already  put  together  while 
walking  down.  Standing  under  an  alder,  from 
which  I  had  just  time  to  descry  "the  changeful 
smiles,  the  loving  face  of  light,"  which  lit  up  the 
pool  as  it  flashed  below  me,  I  fastened  on  the  reel. 
I  put  on  for  point  that  most  excellent  of  lures  in 
spring,  a  March  Brown  wrapped  with  gold,  and 
two  Blue  Uprights  of  differing  shades  as  droppers, 
and  began  to  make  casts  for  trout. 

The  stream  was  running  full  with  an  ash  colour 
as  I  commenced  between  a  pollarded  willow  and  a 
tall  alder.  All  at  once  I  saw  three  fish  rise,  one 
almost  under  the  point  of  the  rod,  another  lower 
down,  a  third  opposite.  Soon  the  first  rose  once 
or  twice,  and  then  was  frightened  and  went  off,  I. 
thought;  but  he  took  the  March  Brown  after  a 
while  under  water  in  a  deep  situation,  and  then 
began  that  whirring  of  the  reel  so  dear  to  every 
angler,  and  then  rushes  up  and  down,  during 
which  each  one  brought  him  nearer  to  his  doom. 
At  last  the  net  was  slipped  under  him,  and  then 
came  the  laying  out  of  the  fish  for  a  moment  on 
the  daisies  and  the  weighing — a  pound  to  a  quarter 
of  an  ounce.  Tri\'ial  as  each  of  these  occupations 
is,  it  withdraws  the  mind  from  the  deeper,  it  may 
be  the  more  anxious,  thoughts,  and  contributes  to 
that  thorough  aerating  of  the  system  which  accrues 
to  no  one  so  much  as  an  angler  in  so  short  a  time. 
In  attempting  to  throw  to  the  second,  which  was 
under  the  other  side,  the  flies  were  whirled  up 
from  the  water  in  a  violent  gust  of  wind,  and  stuck 
fast  in  the  branches  of  a  tall  alder  at  my  right 
hand.  Alas !  for  my  hours.  There  was  nothing 
for  it  but  to  throw  off  my  creel  and  coat  at  once 
and,  with  the  alacrity  of  twenty-five  instead  of 
sixty,  assail  the  tree.  Fortunately,  it  was  easily 
climbed,  and  curiously  enough  in  the  midcUe  of 
the  tree  was  a  wooden  spar  drifted  down  by  the 
last  heavy  flood.  This  furnished  me  with  a  plat- 
form on  which  to  stand,  and  with  my  knife  cut  oft' 
the  top  bough  and  throw  it  down.  I  easily  dis- 
engaged the  hooks,  and  having  lost  a  valuable 
quarter  of  an  hour,  set  to  work  again. 

No  amount  of  casting  to  the  fish  opposite  would 
tempt  it  to  rise,  so  I  attacked  the  third  trout  I  had 
seen  rising,  which  was  not  above  ten  yards  from 
where  I  had  landed  the  other.  It  took  the  March 
Brown  like  its  brotlier,  and  I  had  nearly  lost  it 
owing  to  my  hurry.  It  was  taken  into  the  net  too 
soon,  but  when  high  above  the  water  it  jumped  out 
and  fell  in  with  a  loud  plash.  Had  it  been  held 
taut,  that  would  have  been  the  last  seen  of  it,  but 
instinctively  lowering  the  rod  I  saved  it.  Another 
five  minutes  and  it,  too,  was  creeled.  It  weighed 
three-quarters  of  a  poimd,  and  though  early  in  the 
season  the  pair  were  in  perfect  condition. 

Now  try  for  that  fish  which  rose  at  the  tail  of 
the  flat  up  there.  Measure  the  distance  as  well  as 
you  can,  and  put  your  fly  eighteen  inches  above 


him.  Keep  your  rod  as  low  as  possible,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  chance  of  its  shadow  scaring  the  fish. 
Work  it  underhand  from  right  to  left,  or  if  that 
won't  do,  from  left  to  right,  backhanded  as  it  were 
No,  that  won't  do  at  all.  You  threw  too  heavily, 
and  fortunately  too  much  to  the  right  of  him  and 
not  quite  far  enough  above  him.  That's  better ; 
but  had  he  risen  you  probably  would  have  lost  him. 
Your  line  is  far  too  long  and  slack.  As  the  fly 
comes  floating  down  stream  towards  you,  after  it 
has  passed  the  fish,  draw  in  the  slack  through  the 
ring  with  your  reel.  There,  that  ought  to  do. 
No!  Yes!  You're  in  him.  Keep  just  hold 
enough  on  the  fish  to  feel  him  and  no  more,  for  the 
tackle  is  fine  and  he  is  a  big  fish,  and  will  break 
you  if  you  are  not  very  careftil  and  light  in  your 
handling.  Don't  force  him,  but  follow  him  up  and 
hold  him  where  you  can  ;  he  won't  go  above  the 
corner  there.  Try  and  hold  him  a  little,  he'll 
come  directly.  Now  shorten  your  line  a  little  more. 
Steady  !  He's  not  done  yet.  Now  get  at  him  again 
and  hold  him  to  the  bank  if  you  can,  and  we'll  slip 
the  net  under  him.  All  right,  I've  got  him  !  Over 
a  pound,  I  should  say,  but  foul-hooked,  and  had  thus 
all  his  powers  at  full  liberty.  He  almost  resembles 
a  grilse,  perfect  in  shape,  colom-,  and  condition. 

I  saw  a  trout  rising  there  just  now.  He  looked 
like  a  good  trout.  Have  a  try  for  him.  That  Wfs 
an  excellent  cast,  and  ought  to  have  got  him,  but 
he  missed  it.  Missed  it  again.  Will  have  to  fish 
for  him  down-stream,  or  across  and  down,  for  the 
water  is  deep  just  there  and  runs  rather  fast,  and 
the  fly  passes  over  him  too  quickly  for  him  to  take 
it.  He  rose  at  a  natural  fly  there,  and  missed  it. 
Come  up  here,  I  can  stand  on  this  dry  water-carrier 
and  keep  out  of  sight ;  but  will  want  a  longish  line, 
and  must,  as  it  were,  flick  the  fly  so  that  it  falls 
about  a  couple  of  feet  short  of  the  fish  and  yet  have 
enough  of  slack  line  to  allow  it  to  float  quietly  over 
him.  The  weight  of  the  line  will  keep  the  fly  from 
going  too  quickly.  That's  a  trifle  too  much  on  this 
side  of  him ;  the  sun  is  in  front,  so  that  you  can 
cast  overhand  there,  and  you  will  find  it  easier. 
That's  it.  Into  him  again.  Don't  be  too  rough — 
there's  no  hurry.  All  right,  we've  got  him !  Not 
quite  so  big  as  his  brother,  but  in  lovely  condition. 
But  you  nearly  lost  him,  see  how  the  hook  is  all 
but  torn  from  his  jaw.  You  must  remember  that 
in  fishing  down-stream  the  hold  of  the  hook  is 
rarely  as  deep  as  when  fishing  up-stream,  and  the 
fish  is  never  quite  safe  at  the  end  of  a  long  line. 

I  had  a  short  time  left,  and  I  tried  some  casts  on 
my  favourite  pool  which  looked  full  of  trout.  Ring 
upon  ring,  plash  upon  plash,  indicated  the  number 
of  trout  it  held.  The  first  cast  was  little  more  than 
getting  out  the  line  ;  the  second  tempted  a  gentle- 
man to  the  surface  with  a  flop  like  a  young  porpoise. 
I  had  him  firmly  hooked;  away  he  went  like  a 
madman  across  the  pool,  up  the  pool,  down  the 
pool,  and  round  it,  in  a  fashion  highly  gratifying  to 
himself,  no  doubt,  but  not  quite  to  my  taste.  This 
was  repeated  once  or  twice  more,  but  he  showed 
symptoms  of  coming  to  a  more  reasonable  frame  of 
mind,  and  in  another  minute  I  dragged  him  on  to 
the  sand,  where  one  slight  tap  on  the  head  enabled 
me  to  extract  the  fly  from  the  jaws  of  the  lifeless 
trout,  and  soon  he  was  in  my  creel  in  the  company 
of  his  brethren. 

My  time  was  now  more  than  up,  but  the  trout 
were  on  the  feed,  the  trout  fever  had  seized  me, 
and  I  fished  on.  The  pool  was  about  150  yards 
long,  and  in  ordinary  circumstances  was  too 
"  dead  "  for  fishing  unless  a  stiff  breeze  ruffled  its 
surface.  On  this  day  the  current  was  pacing  its 
lazy  way  with  many  oily  swirls,  there  was  a 
fair  ripple,  and  the  trout  were  rising  in  all  direc- 
tions. I  dropped  my  flies  over  a  fish  that  was 
rising  close  to  the  bank  at  my  feet ;  he  came  at 
once,  but  missed.  At  the  next  trial  I  was  fast, 
and  he  proved  to  be  a  beauty  of  :]lb.  What 
appeared  to  be  a  large  fish  was  rising  in  mid-stream. 
He  made  no  oft'er  at  the  first  cast.  A  second  time, 
and  he  came  up  as  boldly  as  any  Douglas  that  ever 
breathed,  and  seemed  determined  to  drag  me  to 
piscatorial  perdition  in  the  rough  and  tumbling 
waters  of  the  gorge  beneath,  where  the  river  chafed 
and  boiled  through  a  wild  confusion  of  rocks  and 
boulders,  beneath  the  shadow  of  a  tangled  maze  of 
trees  and  shrubs  that  made  it  a  sealed  book  to  the 
angler.  This  Douglas  of  the  Salmo  tribe  did  not 
see  that  rough  rapid,  or  did  not  derive  any  benefit 
from  it,  and  the  fight  was  short,  shai-p,  and  fierce. 
The  butt  did  for  him,  as,  foiled  at  the  foot,  he 
rushed  to  the  head  of  the  pool.  A  grand  burst, 
but  a  fatal  one,  for  when  it  was  over  he  almost  let. 
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the  stream  sweep  him  into  the  net.  A  finely-con- 
ditioned trout  of  2:ilb.  The  March  Brown  was 
soon  fast  into  another.  A  few  minutes  of  lively 
play,  and  I  was  gradually  wearing  him  out,  when 
suddenly  he  set  out  across  stream  towards  some  sub- 
merged roots.  I  gave  him  the  butt  as  hard  as  I  dared, 
when  he  sprang  clear  of  the  water.  My  line  came 
back — the  iron  of  the  March  Brown  had  given  way. 

After  some  casts  it  was  tight  lines  again,  a  nice 
quarter-pounder  having  affixed  hunself  to  the  bob, 
while  another  of  heavier  weight  seized  the  tail 
Hy.  The  small  gentleman  performed  a  few  merry 
capers,  which  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  larger 
trout,  who  did  not  deign  to  show  himself,  but  hung 
for  a  short  time  like  a  dead  weight,  from  which  I 
judged  that  he  was  foully  hooked,  which  was  found 
to  be  the  case.  Away  went  the  line,  whirring 
furiously.  "  That's  a  good  fish,"  said  a  friend  who 
had  joined  me ;  "  he  fights  like  a  young  bull  "  ;  and, 
indeed,  never  fish  showed  better  pluck.  I  was 
obliged  to  let  the  line  run  out  again  and  again 
as  he  repeated  his  rushes.  The  sport  consisted  in 
the  persevering  obstinacy  of  the  little  fish  assuming 
a  right  to  go  in  his  own  direction,  while  the  more 
aged  one  was  determined  to  pursue  his  course 
towards  a  different  point.  After  the  big  one  had 
completed  his  coturse,  the  line  was  immediately 
woimd  up  and  kept  so  tight  as  to  raise  the  juvenile 
high  and  dry  above  the  water.  I  earnestly  wished 
that  he  would  liberate  himself  and  return  to  his 
friends  to  tell  them  of  the  sport  his  grandfather  was 
giving.  It  was  in  vain  that  he  was  tried  to  be  got 
rid  of.  "Whenever  he  got  suspended,  he  hung  like 
a  lifeless  fish.  In  another  instant,  away  went  the 
old  one,  and  the  young  finster,  restored  to  his  native 
element,  resumed  his  playful  diversions.  "  Why," 
said  my  friend,  "  the  little  fellow  has  no  chance, 
except  when  the  big  one  takes  him  under  the 
water."  And  so  it  was,  and  so  did  the  little  fellow 
continue  to  struggle  until  both  were  landed  in  an 
exhausted  state,  and  had  their  little  difference 
settled  by  a  tap  on  the  head.  One  ounce  under  two 
pounds  did  the  scales  record  as  the  weight  of  this 
bonnie  trout.  Shapely,  too,  he  was,  not  with  the 
large,  coarse  head  of  a  monster,  but  a  small,  clean, 
thoroughbred-looking  one — a  gentleman  all  over. 

I  was  pleased  with  my  afternoon's  sport.  The 
breeze  rustled  softly  through  the  tree  tops,  and 
bore  on  its  wings  the  delicate,  fragrant  odour  of 
freshly-mown  hay,  whilst  the  tall  grasses  that  had 
not  as  yet  fallen  beneath  the  scythe  bent  and 
swayed  lightly  to  and  fro,  as  if  nodding  "  good- 
night "  to  each  other.  The  croak  of  a  moorhen 
sounded  as  it  swam  out  from  a  patch  of  rushes. 
Bats  were  flitting  about,  and  the  distant  village 
church  chimed  the  evening  hour.  The  bunches  of 
yellow  marsh  marigolds,  blue  forget-me-nots, 
speedwells,  tall  iris,  and  sedge  grass  that  fringed 
the  banks,  all  blended  in  harmony  with  the  vivid 
green  of  the  meadows ;  whilst  the  lengthening 
shadows  cast  by  the  sun,  now  sinking  to  rest  in  a 
flood  of  golden  and  crimson  glory,  added  that  soft 
tone  to  the  landscape,  which  is  so  essential  to 
make  every  picture  perfect.  All  was  peaceful, 
even  the  heart  of  capricious,  wayward  man.  And 
as  I  gazed  while  the  thin  wreaths  of  mist  rose  all 
along  the  moisture-laden  valley  from  ditch  to 
stream,  and  watched  the  blue  smoke  curling  from 
our  pipes  till  it  was  lost  in  the  upper  air,  those 
charming  lines  of  Clerk-Kennedy's  came  vividly  to 
me,  and  I  cordially  agreed  with  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  the  author — 

The  waters !  the  waters  !  how  clearly  they  flow, 

How  softly  and  sweetly  the  summer  winds  blow ; 
***** 

Oh,  the  river  for  ever  I    The  river  for  me  I 

Iasgaie. 


Roberts's  Scouts  and  Keating's  Powder.  — 
Judging  from  "A  Yeoman's  Letters,"  by  Corporal 
P.  T.  Ross,  which  has  just  been  published  by  Messrs. 
Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Co.,  it  seems  that  the  Boers  are 
not  the  only  slim  things  our  soldiers  in  South  Africa 
are  engaged  in  catching.  "  Scene :  Any  chemist's 
shop  in  Pretoria.  Enter  gentleman  in  khaki  shrugging 
himself.  With  a  scratch  at  his  chest  and  side  :  '  Er — 
have  you  any — er — Keating's  powder  ?  '  Chemist : 
'  No,  zaar,  de  Englis'  soldiers  haf  bought  it  all.  It  is 
finish.'  (Exit  gentleman  in  khaki,  scratching  himself 
desperately.)  Yesterday  it  was  a  curious  sight  to  see 
us  employing  our  leisured  ease  in  stripping  ourselves, 
scratching  our  bodies,  and  carefully  examining  our 
shirts  and  underwear.  A  brutal  lice(ntious)  soldiery  I 
Most  of  us  have  had  quite  large  families  of  these 
dependent  upon  us ;  'a  more  euphonious  term  for  them 
is  Rbberfs's  scouts." 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEES.  ^ 

{From  the  " Booh  of  the  Roach"  by  the  late 
J.  Grevillb  Fennell.) 
(C<mtinued  from  page  226.) 

CHAPTEE  continued. 

Ground-Bait. — We  have  elsewhere  remarked 
upon  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  exists 
in  different  localities  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
adopted  by  anglers  when  pursuing  their  favourite 
sport.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  reference  to 
ground-bait,  the  most  opposite  notions  as  to  its 
composition  and  use  prevailing  around  the  metro- 
polis and  in  distant  counties.  The  London  angler, 
for  instance,  would  as  soon  think  of  setting  forth 
unprovided  with  ground-bait,  or  the  assurance  of 
finding  it  ready  for  him,  as  he  would  of  leaving 
home  without  his  tackle  and  gentle-box.  Nor, 
when  he  had  arrived  at  his  swim,  would  he  for  one 
moment  dream  of  wetting  his  line,  unless  to  plumb 
the  depth,  before  he  had  cast  in  sufficient  of  this 
ground-bait  to  draw  the  fish  together.  And  this 
practice  is  absolutely  necessary  in  those  waters — 
notably  the  Thames  and  Lea — in  which  the  custom 
has  obtained  for  years  past ;  and  thereby  certain 
places  in  which  the  fish  have  been  regularly  fed  are 
as  regularly  frequented  by  the  angler.  In  fact,  it 
would  be  almost  useless  to  fish  at  any  other  spot, 
unless  it  were  ground-baited  some  time  previously. 
Mr.  Salter  (who  was  an  excellent  bottom  fisher) 
very  justly  observes  that  "  if,  however,  ground-bait 
is  neglected  by  the  inexperienced,  or  avoided  by 
the  idle  fisher,  little  success  will  attend  his  efforts 
in  bottom  or  float  fishing."  Of  coiurse,  he  means 
in  those  waters  in  which  the  fish  are  few  in  number 
or  have  been  long  accustomed  to  be  thus  fed.  And 
it  may  be  further  observed  that  it  is  chiefly  by  the 
judicious  use  of  ground-baits,  and  by  fishing  at  a 
proper  depth,  that  one  angler  is  more  successful 
than  another,  although  fishing  with  the  same  baits 
and  within  a  few  yards  of  each  other. 

"  Nor  is  this  surprising,"  remarks  Blaine,  "  when 
the  rationale  of  the  action  of  ground-bait  is  con- 
sidered. Fishes  naturally  congregate  where  they 
have  been  led  by  any  singularity  of  appearance  in 
the  waters  they  inhabit ;  thus  they  are  on  the 
alert,  and  take  every  kind  of  bait  eagerly  when  a 
flood  is  coming  down.  Conscious  that  food  of 
diff'erent  kinds  is  forced  along  by  the  sweeping 
current,  they  are  on  the  look  out  to  receive  it ;  and 
thus,  also,  when  ground-bait  is  thrown  down  it 
attracts  the  attention  of  the  fish,  and  draws  them 
together,  and  although  their  naturally  roving  dis- 
position may  carry  them  away  again,  fresh  appetite 
renders  their  absence  short,  and  they  instinctively 
return  to  the  scene  of  former  plenty."  But  it  must 
be  remembered  that  the  principle  of  ground-baiting 
may  be  abused,  and  judgment  ought  to  be  exercised 
to  determine  when  and  how  large  a  supply  is 
required  so  as  to  attract  the  fish  without  glutting 
them.  For  the  same  reason  the  ground-bait  ought 
always  to  be  of  a  less  tempting  description  than 
that  used  upon  the  hook.  If  fish  are  biting  pretty 
well  be  satisfied  to  leave  things  alone  ;  if  but  slowly, 
and  other  causes  are  obviously  at  work  to  prevent 
their  feeding,  it  is  folly  to  throw  in  any  more 
ground-bait,  as  it  would  only  accumulate  and 
enable  the  fish  to  glut  themselves  as  soon  as  they 
became  disposed  to  feed. 

A  preiiailing  opinion  exists  that  the  Thames 
puntsmen  over  ground-bait,  and  they  certainly  do 
so  to  a  very  great  extent,  if  quantity  be  considered ; 
but  when  the  composition  of  the  "  doomps  "  fur- 
nished by  most  of  these  men  is  taken  into  account 
— -that  is,  in  comparison  with  the  groimd-bait  you 
would  make  yourself — the  puntsman's  three-parts 
clay,  seasoned  with  a  little  bran,  a  few  pigs' 
potatoes,  and  sometimes  a  little  sour  bread  ;  your 
own,  a  quartern  loaf,  pollard,  bran,  and  a  small 
piece  of  clay  or  a  stone  to  sink  a  ball  of  it,  the  fish 
may  need  greater  bulk  in  the  former  case  to  attract 
them  at  all. 

On  the  principle  that  from  memory  fish  will 
repair  to  spots  where  they  have  before  found  food 
in  considerable  quantities,  it  is  the  practice  of  all 
experienced  anglers  not  only  to  ground-bait  during 
the  time  they  fish,  but  also  the  evening  before,  if 
possible,  which  is  sure  to  detain  the  fish  or  bring 
them  again  in  the  morning  to  revisit  the  place ; 
and  it  collects  into  one  focus  those  fish  which 
otherwise  would  radiate  everywhere  around.  So 
convinced  are  anglers  of  the  advantage  of  a  previous 
evening's  ground-baiting  that  many  who  cannot  be 


present  themselves  send  or  give  directions  to  have 
it  done  for  them.  When  fish  are  very  scarce  it  is 
politic  to  ground-bait  a  place  for  several  successive 
days  previously  to  angling,  to  give  the  distant  fish 
a  habit  of  coming  to  the  spot  daily. 

In  the  use  of  ground-baits  the  nature  of  the 
water  and  the  kind  of  fish  should  be  considered. 
It  is  essential  that  the  ground  and  hook  baits  be  of 
the  same  character,  but  not  necessary  that  their 
qualities  be  the  same  ;  the  latter  should,  on  the 
contrary,  be  more  attractive,  or,  as  we  might  say, 
piquant.  A  quick,  rapid  stream  must  have  massive 
ground-bait  that  will  resist  the  current ;  in  still 
waters  that  which  is  more  easily  diffused  is  to  be 
preferred,  there  being  no  current  to  carry  it  away. 

Roach  and  dace,  chub  and  bream  frequent  spots 
where  malt  and  malt-house  sweepings,  chaff,  bran, 
etc.,  have  been  previously  scattered,  and  particu- 
larly where  grains,  wash,  or  like  refuse  find  their 
way  into  the  river  from  brewhouse  or  distillery. 

Carrion  unscoured  gentles  are  largely  used  for 
ground-bait  for  roach  and  barbel,  those  clean  and 
tough  from  being  cleaned  in  sand  or  bran  being 
generally  supposed  to  be  preferred  by  the  fish,  but 
this  preference  we  believe  to  be  entirely  confined 
to  the  angler.  Scoured  gentles  are  cleaner  and 
tougher,  but,  as  we  have  stated  elsewhere,  we 
consider  that  a  large  black  and  white  gentle,  fresh 
from  fish  or  carrion,  is  far  more  tempting,  even  to 
the  most  fastidious  fish. 

Bran  and  clay  ground-bait  is  the  one  most 
commonly  used  amongst  fishermen  and  anglers  for 
roach,  dace,  and  bleak.  Take  some  adhesive  clay 
and  mix  with  it  a  quantity  of  bran  or  coarse 
pollard.  Of  this  mixture  drop  in  here  and  there 
around  you  masses  of  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg. 
If  the  current  be  strong,  put  a  stone  within  each 
ball  sufficient  to  sink  it,  and  cast  it  in  rather  above 
the  part  of  the  water  you  wish  it  to  rest  in.  "  This 
ground-bait,"  says  Blaine,  "  we  recommend  as  the 
most  proper  for  swift  streams  and  currents  of  large 
rivers,  as  the  Thames,  etc.  In  such  waters  a  large 
supply  is  necessary  to  meet  the  driftings  and 
solvent  powers  of  the  rapid  flow,  and  this,  not 
being  costly,  can  be  thrown  down  in  liberal 
quantities,  on  which  success  so  much  depends,  and 
there  existing  nothing  to  glut  the  fish  there  is  no 
fear  of  satiety." 

A  meal  ground-bait  is  one  which  is  particularly 
calculated  for  the  deep  pools  of  rivers  and  gentle 
eddies  which  form  the  strongholds  of  roach,  dace, 
chub,  and  carp.  Among  the  London  anglers  we 
think  it  is  in  more  common  use  in  the  Lea-than  in 
the  Thames,  which,  perhaps,  is  owing  less  to  its 
extreme  lightness  of  texture  than  to  the  cupidity  of 
the  puntsmen  who  usually  accompany  the  angler, 
and  are  very  frequently  allowed  to  find  ground-bait 
for  him,  for  which  they  make  a  charge,  and  as  a 
shilling  or  eighteenpence  for  bran  and  clay  will  pay 
better  than  two  shillings  or  half  a  crown  for  bread 
and  pollard  in  sufficient  quantities,  so  bran  and 
clay  are  usually  recommended,  and,  for  reasons 
before  stated,  are  perhaps  sufficient  for  all  ordinary 
fishings,  but  a  meal  ground-bait  is  certainly  more 
attractive,  and  where  much  is  expected  much  must 
be  done  to  deserve  it. 

Mr.  Salter's  method  of  making  this  ground-bait 
is  one  of  the  best,  and  agrees  with  our  own  in 
essentials.  He  says  :  "  For  a  day's  angling  a 
quartern  loaf  is  necessary,  the  crust  of  which  will 
cut  off,  the  crumb  to  be  cut  in  slices  about  two 
inches  thick,  and  put  into  a  pan,  or  some  deep 
vessel,  and  covered  with  water  ;  when  the  bread  is 
quite  soaked  squeeze  it  nearly  dry,  then  add  the 
bran  and  pollard  by  handfuls,  equal  quantities  of 
each,  and  knead  them  together  similar  to  making 
bread,  until  the  whole  is  nearly  as  stiff  as  clay.  In 
making  this  ground-bait  it  requires  some  labour 
and  time.  The  qualities  of  this  ground-bait  for 
cleanliness  and  its  tendency  to  attract  fish  will, 
however,  amply  repay  any  trouble  in  the  making 
of  it.  It  is  to  be  observed  of  it  that  it  is  more 
calculated  for  ground-baiting  still  deeps  or  very 
mild  currents,  it  being  neither  heavy  enough  to 
withstand  rapids  nor  will  it,  from  its  very  solvent 
properties,  bear  a  stone  well  within  its  masses. 
The  best  ground-bait  is  that,  in  every  situation, 
which  remains  stationary  and  dissolves  slowly." 

Take  barley  meal  one  part,  mashed  potatoes 
three  parts,  and  stiff,  clean,  adhesive  clay  or  marl 
two  parts  ;  work  these  well  together  and  they  will 
form  a  cheap  and  excellent  ground-bait  for  almost 
any  waters,  and  for  all  the  usual  fish  for  which 
ground-bait  is  used. 

(To  be  continued.) 


October  19,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


261 


THAMES  PUNTSMEN. 

The  professional  fisherman  of  the  Thames  is  a 
being  apart.  Other  rivers  may  have  their  angling 
attendants,  gillies,  and  what  not,  but  the  Thames 
fisherman  is  unique.  Who  is  so  able  in  the  art  of 
Ending  fish,  in  the  science  of  making  clay-balls,  in 
the  consumption  of  beer  ?  The  amateurs  who  fish 
■the  river  rail  at  him,  but  still  continue  to  employ 
him.  From  father  to  son  the  office  seems  to 
descend,  so  that  at  this  day  we  have  the  grandsons 
of  past  professionals  taking  out  the  descendants  of 
past  patrons.  "  Patrons,"  by-the-bye,  is  a  word 
which  seems  to  have  grown  up  with  Tham.es 
angling,  and  indeed  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
relationship  between  employer  and  employed  in 
Thames  punt-fishing.  A  fisherman's  prosperity  is 
usually  to  be  gauged  by  the  number  of  his  patrons, 
save  and  except  in  a  few  exceptional  cases,  where  a 
man's  exclusive  services  are  retained  by  one  or  two 
amateurs.  This  latter  state  of  the  case  is  probably 
even  more  comfortable  for  the  employed,  for  his 
pay  is  regular,  his  work  not  excessive,  and  his 
employment  is  certain.  The  uncertainty  of  employ- 
ment is  probably  the  cause  of  all  the  trouble 
regarding  Thames  professionals.  A  man  who  has 
been  idle  for  some  time  and  suddenly  gets  a  chance 
of  a  day's  work,  will  not  try  very  hard  to  keep  his 
patron  away  if  the  day  is  likely  to  be  unfavourable, 
nor  will  his  charges  be  marked  by  moderation  if  he 
be  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  as  to  how  and  when 
the  next  chance  of  earning  a  little  may  occur. 

If  it  would  be  possible  by  any  means  to  give 
these  men  a  regular  wage  for  regular  employment 
much  of  the  present  difficulties  would  be  done 
away  with.  A  state  of  antagonism  seems  to  exist 
at  present  between  the  punt  angler  and  the  punts- 
man.  The  angler  does  not  care  to  employ  the 
puntsman  because  he  fears  to  find  him  extortionate, 
while  the  puntsman  when  he  finds  a  customer  gets 
as  much  out  of  him  as  possible,  because  he  does 
not  know  when  he  may  see  another. 

Again,  the  angler  says  that  the  puntsman  takes 
no  interest  in  getting  him  good  sport,  while  the 
professional  does  not  see  the  s^dvantage  of  showing 
his  best  pitches — the  knowledge  of  which  may  be 
hereditary  or  acquired  by  days  or  weeks  of  observa- 
tion— to  a  stranger,  who  next  time  may  employ 
another  and  cheaper  rival,  and  will  reveal  to  him 
the  locale  of  his  successful  confrere's  successes. 

This  antagonistic  state  of  affairs,  though  existing 
at  the  moment,  is  not  an  affair  of  to-day  only.  In 
the  pages  of  the  Sporting  Magazine  as  far  back  as 
the  latter  end  of  1823  a  very  interesting  correspond- 
ence began,  which  ran  on  into  the  first  few  numbers 
of  the  magazine  for  1824.  In  one  of  these  letters  the 
following  paragraph  throws  an  interesting  light  on 
the  matter  :  "  I  should  advise  gentlemen  who  wish 
for  sport  to  go  to  Hampton,  notwithstanding  the 
punting  fraternity,  and  not  to  ask  for  any  man  by 
name — for  if  there  is  half  a  dozen  disengaged,  they 
will  all  refuse  you  if  you  prefer  another."  This  shows 
that  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  century  the 
puntsmen  believed  in  regular  patrons  and  seemed 
to  have  a  closer  trade  union  than  they  jDOSsess  at 
present.  They  may  nowadays  not  refuse  to  take 
the  angler  out,  but  they  most  certainly  will  devote 
more  attention  to  the  stranger's  "  grub  and  bub," 
as  the  old  correspondent  describes  creature  comforts, 
than  to  his  sport. 

In  the  present  day,  as  in  the  past,  there  are  good 
and  bad  amongst  professional  Thames  fishermen  ; 
they  hold  this  characteristic  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  human  race,  and  like  the  little  girl  of 
nursery  rhyme — when  they  are  good,  they  are  very, 
very  good  ;  and  when  they  are  bad,  they  are  horrid! 

It  lies  entirely  with  the  angler  to  keep  his 
fisherman,  if  good,  "  very,  very  good,"  or  to  make 
him  horrid. 

If  given  regular  employment,  a  fair  day's  wage 
for  a  fair  day's  work,  an  extra  tip  if  sport  is  extra 
special,  it  is  wonderful  how  soon  even  the  very 
medium  professional  can  become  "  very,  very  good." 

Always  to  employ  the  same  man  is  a  good  rule, 
and  one  which  the  man  thoroughly  appreciates. 
Of  course,  sometimes  the  angler  may  wish  to 
wander  somewhat  farther  afield,  but  even  then  the 
fisherman  may  often  be  an  advantage. 

Some  of  the  most  successful  days  by  a  successful 
angler  on  the  river  Kennet  were  enjoyed  under  the 
pilotage  of  a  well-known  Thames  professional,  and 
yet  the  Kennet  has  little  or  nothing  in  common 
with  the  stately  river  into  which  it  flows  at 
Reading.  The  reason  was  not  far  to  seek.  The 
old  fisherman  was  put  upon  his  mettle,  and  worked 


marvels  by  applying  to  a  stream  that  he  did  not 
know  lessons  learned  upon  the  river  with  which  he 
was  familiar. 

The  safest  way  to  ensure  being  well  served  is  to 
treat  your  man  as  you  would  wish  to  be  treated  in 
his  place,  and  if  he  treats  you  well  in  return  let 
him  know  you  appreciate  it,  and  make  it  worth  his 
while  to  continue  on  the  same  lines.  If  he  treats 
the  angler  badly  let  him  be  told  once  ;  if  ho  again 
tries  the  game  leave  him  ;  he  is  incorrigible, 
spoiled  by  the  casual  angler  and  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances. As  a  last  word,  it  should  be  noted 
that  it  is  not  advisable  to  advertise  your  perfect 
professional,  for  a  few  clients  are  better  for  his  moral 
condition  than  many.  Moreover,  his  fame  will 
soon  spread  abroad  quite  euough  without  any 
active  help  on  the  part  of  the  amateur.  Certainly 
never  introduce  him  to  the  casual  angler  who 
gives  him  a  guinea  or  more  for  the  day,  and  never 
goes  back  any  more. 

The  poor  man,  forgetting  his  regular  half-guinea 
customers,  always  looks  back  on  that  guinea,  and 
the  accompanying  champagne  lunch  or  such-like, 
as  the  fit  and  proper  standard  by  which  his  regular 
clients  are  to  be  judged. 

Many  a  good  man  has  been  so  spoiled.  Only  a 
few  months  ago  a  well  -  known  gentleman  was 
fishing  the  lower  Thames,  and  as  lunch  time 
approached  he  told  the  pimtsman  to  get  out  the 
lunch — half  a  leg  of  lamb,  some  fresh  lettuce, 
cheese,  and  butter.  The  man  looked  at  the  con- 
tents of  the  basket  and  said,  "  Is  this  all  you've 
got '?  I  can't  eat  cold  mutton.  I  shall  go  ashore 
and  get  my  dinner." 

"  Very  well,"  said  the  angler,  "  then  swim 
ashore,  for  I'm  not  going  to  have  this  boat  moved 
until  I've  finished  fishing." 

There  are  hundreds  of  these  tales,  but  we  forget 
to  ask  ourselves  as  to  who  is  responsible  for  such  a 
state  of  matters.  The  amateur  anglers  themselves 
are  certainly  the  more  to  blame,  and  the  men  least. 
At  present  the  Thames  professional  fishermen  are 
passing  through  a  time  of  privation.  Never  have 
so  few  patrons  gone  a-fishing  with  them.  The  sea 
is  fast  taking  the  place  of  the  river,  and  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  the  men  who  in  the  past  spoiled  the 
professionals  of  the  river  will  speedily  do  the 
same  with  the  fishermen  of  the  sea. 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


DKIFTING. 


"  Please,  sir,  the  men  have  sent  up  to  say  that 
they're  a  waitin'  for  you  " — so  I  take  my  "  oily  " 
suit  under  my  arm,  snatch  up  my  other  impedi- 
menta, and  rush  off  for  the  quay-side.  There  the 
punt  lies  with  her  bottom  full  of  water  and  the 
crew,  oars  in  hand,  all  ready  for  a  start.  Planted  at 
my  ease  in  the  stern  sheets  with  my  heels  on  the 
gunwale  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  leakage,  I  light 
up  a  pipe  at  leisure,  while  the  men  engage  the  crew 
of  another  lugger  in  a  friendly  challenge  to  race 
them  across  the  bar.  We  soon  reach  our  boat  at 
her  moorings  and  clamber  in  over  the  side,  and  the 
anchor  is  weighed  and  sail  set  in  a  few  moments. 
As  the  wind  blows  fresh  the  large  lug  is  not  hoisted, 
but  a  big  mizzen  sail  on  the  mainmast  and  a  little 
mizzen  lug  on  the  mizzen-mast  are  considered 
sufficient  canvas.  The  course  is  laid  south-east  and 
we  skim  along  gaily  in  the  company  of  a  score  of 
our  consorts,  some  of  them  "  luggers  "  and  some 
"  gaffers."  The  stove  has  been  lit,  and  while 
a  cup  of  grateful,  comforting  cocoa  is  being  brewed 
for  all  hands,  I  have  leisure  to  muster  the 
crew :  Arthur,  aged  twenty-two,  is  master  and 
owner ;  Ned,  twenty-four,  brother-in-law  to  Arthur  ; 
Charley,  thirty-five,  uncle  to  Arthur  ;  Bill,  forty- 
five,  a  relative  of  some  kind,  cognate  or  agnate  of 
the  other  three.  All  are  married  and  fathers  of 
families.  The  boat  is  thirty-nine  feet  over  all  and 
about  thirty-five  feet  on  the  keel  ;  and  she  carries 
a  fleet  of  nine-and-a-half  lengths  of  net.  Each  net 
is  ninety  fathoms,  but  the  head-ropes  are  only 
sixty  fathoms,  in  order  that  the  nets  may  hang 
limp  and  baggy  in  the  water.  The  size  of  mesh 
is  thirty-six,  or  exactly  an  inch  from  knot  to  knot. 
By  this  time  we  have  sailed  about  four  miles  and 
passed  the  bell-buoy  of  Sherbeterry  reef,  and  the 
men  begin  to  watch  for  gannets.  These  great 
birds,  which  in  the  north  are  called  Solan  geese, 
are  in  the  Cornish  seas  the  imfailing  sign  of  the 
shoals  of  pilchards.  They  soar  in  the  sky,  circling 
singly  or  in  pairs,  occasionally  in  small  flocks,  and 
whe^i  they  descry  the  fish  near  the  surface  they 


drop  like  stones  into  the  waves  and  reappear  in  a 
few  seconds,  each  with  a  fish  held  in  its  unerring 
beak.  But  few  birds  are  to  be  seen,  and  those  we 
do  perceive  are  flying  rapidly  past  us  and  away  into 
the  offing.  At  least  two  of  the  boats  ahead  of  us 
suddenly  slack  sheets  and  bear  away  to  the  eastward. 

AVe  turn  in  their  wake  and  follow  on,  still 
watching  the  birds.  At  last  the  hawk  eye  of 
Charley  detects  a  plunge  far  in  towards  the  I'ame 
Head.  Then  another,  and  yet  another,  so  we  look 
out  for  a  berth  where  the  nets  can  be  shot  well 
clear  of  those  of  the  other  boats,  while  the  hatches 
are  being  taken  off  and  all  got  in  readiness  for  the 
shoot.  At  last  the  word  is  given,  and  down  comes 
the  larger  sail.  Then  the  nets  are  gradually  paid 
out  yard  by  yard  over  the  starboard  side,  and  the 
boat  drifts  slowly  along  leaving  a  line  of  great  cork 
floats  behind  her.  The  nets  are  not  leaded  but  are 
allowed  to  sink  by  their  natm-al  weight,  the  top  of 
each  being  sunk  about  three  or  three  and  a  half 
fathoms  below  the  surface.  If  we  had  been  further 
out  in  the  track  of  steamers  it  would  have  been 
necessary  to  sink  four  fathoms  or  more  so  as  to  be 
out  of  mischief  from  the  blades  of  screw-propellers. 
As  soon  as  the  last  net  has  been  shot  the  head-rope 
is  made  fast  to  a  stout  hawser,  which  is  brought  in 
over  the  bows,  and  then  we  "  ride  to  the  nets," 
while  the  big  lantern,  shining  brightly,  throws 
around  us  a  circle  of  light,  on  the  edge  of  which 
float  scores  of  seamews,  rising  and  falling  with 
melancholy  cries  upon  the  heaving  swell.  Now 
is  the  time  when  rod  and  line  come  into 
play,  and  it  is  soon  made  manifest  that  we 
are  floating  above  the  end  of  the  reef,  for  a 
handsome  pollack  and  several  bream  are  hooked 
in  the  first  casts.  Then  as  the  net  stretches  we 
get  over  the  sands,  for  the  fish  hooked  afterwards 
are  all  dog-fish  and  whiting.  While  we  still  drift 
on,  and  as  the  last  of  the  faint  twilight  disappears 
and  dark  night  enshrouds  us,  the  circle  of  gulls 
draws  closer  and  closer,  and  their  cries  become 
more  raucous  and  melancholy. 

In  due  time  the  men  don  "  barvels,"  or  great 
oily  coats,  and  long  sea-boots,  and  the  word  is 
given — "  Haul,  oh !  "  Ned  and  Bill  stand  in  the 
first  compartment,  which  is  called  the  "  fish-well," 
and  get  in  the  slack  of  the  nets,  shaking  out  or 
picking  out  the  fish  and  passing  the  net  over  into 
the  second  compartment,  which  is  the  "net-well." 
Arthur  and  Charley  haul  on  the  top  of  the  net  and 
the  head-rope,  which  is  far  the  heavier  work. 

At  first  the  fish  come  in  singly,  then  thicker  and 
thicker,  and  afterwards  in  small  brmches  of  five  or 
six,  but  there  are  stretches  of  some  fathoms  of  net 
with  hardly  any  fish  at  all,  and  it  is  soon  evident 
that  the  catch  will  be  by  no  means  a  good  one. 

A  fair  number  of  small  mackerel  have  been 
meshed  along  with  the  pilchards,  and  these  are  not 
thrown  into  the  "  fish-well,"  but  pitched  into  the 
waterway,  where  they  soon  accumulate  into  a  tidy 
pile  of  their  own. 

Meantime,  the  gulls  have  left  the  water,  and  are 
soaring  around  us  or  balancing  with  scarcely 
moving  pinions  close  to  the  heads  and  hands  of  the 
crew.  Every  now  and  again  one  bolder  than  the 
rest  dashes  into  the  net  and  tears  out  a  pilchard 
from  the  meshes  at  the  very  finger-ends  of  the 
haulers.  When  half  the  nets  have  been  got  in,  it 
is  "  Spell,  oh  !  "  and  Charley  and  Arthur  wipe  the 
sweat  from  their  brows  and  change  places  with 
Bill  and  Ned.  So  the  work  progresses,  while  the 
wind  gradually  rises  till  before  the  last  net  has  been 
hauled  a  smart  breeze  is  tumbling  the  sea  against 
the  lugger's  quarter,  for  by  the  effect  of  the  haul- 
ing she  lies  now  almost  stern  to  windward.  When 
the  last  cork  has  been  tumbled  inboard,  the 
hatches  are  replaced  over  the  "  net-well,"  and  the 
merry  stove  is  heated  up  afresh  while  sail  is  being 
got  up.  Then  an  evening  call  is  made  on  one  of 
the  other  luggers  to  see  how  she  has  fared,  and 
afterwards  the  course  is  laid  for  Looe  pier-head 
light,  bearing  nearly  west,  and  we  bowl  along 
merrily,  almost  too  merrily.  \\  ith  the  sheets  free 
and  the  wind  abeam,  keeping  a  sharp  look-out 
for  that  nasty  customer  the  bell-buoy  until  we 
hear  its  doleful  clang  well  away  to  starboard,  and 
run  right  away  to  the  anchorage  in  the  roads, 
only  to  find  that  we  have  just  missed  our  tide  and 
must  lie  oft'  until  the  water  rises  in  the  morning. 
So  the  frying-pan  comes  into  retiuisition  again,  and 
cocoa  with  fresh  mackerel  form  the  iitmu  of  an 
early  breakfast,  after  which  the  crew  retire  to  the 
fore-peak  and  sleep  in  their  sea-boots,  while  the 
stove  glows  red  hot  in  the  darkness  and  the  tem- 
perature rises  up  and  up  to  furnace-room,  pitch,  and 


I  keep  the  anchor-watch  on  deck,  guarded  by  the 
Belted  Giant,  who  "  Eested  as  of  yore  beside  the 
sea."  At  last  day  dawns  and  the  rising  water 
enables  us  to  drift  into  the  harbour  and  float  up 
to  our  moorings. 

The  catch,  when  counted,  comes  to  2600  pilchards 
and  about  200  mackerel.  The  best  take  that  night 
was  made  by  the  boat  which  "  shot  "  between  us 
and  the  shore.  She  had  500  mackerel  and  5000 
pilchards.  A  good  haul  would  be  two  lasts  (20,000) 
or  upwards,  but  good  takes  do  not  often  occur 
about  the  time  of  the  equinox,  for  just  at  that 
period  the  summer  swim  is  over  and  the  winter 
shoals  have  not  yet  arrived.  When  they  put  in  an 
appearance  better  takes  will  be  made,  aiid  hauls  of 
four  or  five  lasts  will,  let  us  hope,  be  by  no  means 
uncommon.  Hamus. 


POND  FISHING. 


Notwithstanding  all  the  much-vaunted  joys  of 
"  fishing  by  a  clear  stream,"  and  the  long  lingering 
scents  of  good  old  Izaak's  "  honeysuckle  hedges," 
Thames  punt-fishing,  Notting-style  angling,  and 
the  rest  of  the  river  "  goods  which  the  gods  have 
sent  us,"  give  me  ;poncl  fishing.    For  a  true  angler's 
actual  enjoif-ment,  givmg  full  scope  for  all  the 
desu-es  of  the  contemplative  man,  fresh  air,  all  the 
varieties  of  rural  natural  life,  and,  above  all,  perfect 
quietude,  pond  fishing  I  contend  is  unsurpassed  and 
indeed  unequalled  by  any  other  kind  of  fisliing. 
What  so  pleasant  as,  having  provided  yourself 
overnight  with  a  good  bag  of  lobs,  and  having  your 
strong  gut  tackle  and  eel  lines  in  readiness,  to  stroll 
out  at  cockcrow  from  the  quiet  farmhouse  where 
you  are  staying  (miles  and  miles  away  from  the 
smoky  metropolis)  on  a  bright  morniiig  in  July 
when  the  wheat  is  in  the  ear,  rounding  the  waving 
stems,  crossing  sundry  meadows,  and  at  length 
reaching  your  previously  well-thought-of  destina- 
tion, a  secluded  pond  fringed  round  with  lioary  old 
pollard  willows,  and  edged  with  tall  rushes  bending 
with  the  morning  breeze,  which  you  have  to  knock 
down  with  the  butt  of  your  rod  before  you  can 
get  a  good  glance  at  the  water.    In  doing  so  you 
startle  a  solitary  kingfisher  from  his  seat  of  observa- 
tion on  an  overhanging  bough  opposite,  and  he 
darts  off  with  a  shrill  cry  showing  his  brilliant 
plumage  for  an  instant  and  no  more.    Having  made 
an  entry  through  the  rushes,  you  see  the  water 
looks  deep  and  fishy,  with  a  few  broad  water-lilies 
in  the  middle  where  the  big  tench  delight  to  swim 
round  and  through,  now  and  again  rising  to  give  a 
quiet  "  suck  "  (which,  by  the  bye,  raises  no  bubble). 
Having  found  the  bottom  and  threaded  your  lob, 
you  lay  in  your  line,  resting  your  rod  on  the  rushes, 
light  your  pipe  (birdseye  or  shag),  sit  down  and 
wait.    Just  as  you  think  your  float  is  moving  a 
little,  a  wood-pigeon  wheels  overhead  and  distracts 
your  attention  for  an  instant ;  when  you  look  again 
you  find  your  float  is  sailing  steadily  away,  presently 
to  bob,  bob,  and  then  disappear ;  you  do  not  hurry, 
but  let  it  go,  as  you  know  well  "  what  fish  you 
will  have  to  fry  "—not  a  tench  this  time,  but  a'big 
eel,  21b.  and  upwards  it  proves.    However,  your 
anxiety  to  obtain  a  tench  or  two  before  breakfast 
is  soon  rewarded,  and  you  trudge  home  refreshed 
and  invigorated,  and  above  all  things  satisfied  with 
your  morning's  ramble  and  an  hour  or  two's  "  pond 
fishing."    But  I  also  think  pond  fishing  for  eels  at 
night  is  very  enjoyable  ;  then  is  the  time,  for  two 
or  three  hours  from  dusk,  when  they  are  really  on 
the  feed,  with  half-a-dozen  or  more  lines,  strong  and 
well  baited,  with  corks  for  floats  and  small  pieces 
of  very  white  linen  or  paper  attached,  placed  round 
the  pond.    You  will  find  you  have  no  want  of 
occupation  if  the  pond  be  well  stocked— first  one 
float  and  then  another  disappears ;   and  by  the 
time  you  have  unhooked  one  capture  another  is 
ready,  and  you  have  hardly  time  for  one  pipe 
until  the  moon  is  well  up,  and  you  wend  your  quiet 
way  homewards,  watching  the  rabbits  as  they  scud 
from  the  clover  to  the  hedgerows  on  your  approach, 
and  keeping  back  Driver,  the  old  retriever,  who 
vents  his  wrath  on  a  hedgehog  in  the  grass. 

An  Old  Anglee. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISTS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  PuUi  aajs :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time 
Lyra  Piscatoria  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  :  the 
gemal  hmnour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remernber."   The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Kigh.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
g°veTbe!ow      '  ^  °^  loidon  Bridge 

1 30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ( 65  min.  for  Kew. 

Add        ••     '■  Putney.  Add)"^   >•     "  Richmond. 

)45   „     „  Hammersmith.  ^'^'^Uo   „     „  Twickenham. 

150   „     „  Barnes.  (gs   „     „  Teddington. 

„niViJ'-^K'~V  '"^  *?  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  late?. 

^'""^  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it.  ' 

Time  op  High  Water  at  Londok  Bridqb. 

Saturday.  Oct.  19   ""St   "=^"574 

Sunday,  „    20    «  7 

Monday,  21    7  o 

Tuesday,  „     22    s  11  8^1 

Wednesday,  „     23    <)'34 

Thursday,    „  24   mo 

Iriday,  ,,     25    11.4s    _ 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS^ 
Thames.  —  General,  Remarks.  —  There  is  very 
little  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Thames 
despite  the  rain  which  has  fallen,  and  the  general 
opinion  is  that  it  will  require  a  week's  rain  to  do 
any  real  good.  The  traffic  on  the  river  has  now  really 
ended,  so  bank  anglers  will  be  able  to  enjoy  sport 
as  soon  as  the  water  becomes  coloured.  Duriu<y 
the  week  a  few  small  jack  have  been  caught  but 
roach  have  only  been  obtainable  late  in  the  evening. 
During  the  last  hour  of  daylight  some  good  takes 
have  been  had,  the  fish  feeding  well,  but  so  far  as  size 
IS  concerned,  nothing  over  lib.  has  been  had 
Eoach  fishing  has  been  fair  at  Hampton  Court, 
and  at  times  fish  have  fed  well  in  the  tidal  water 
but  have,  as  a  rule,  run  rather  small.  Three  youno' 
London  anglers,  after  fishing  at  Hampton  Court,  have 
been  charged  with  stealing  chrysanthemums  from  a 
private  garden,  and  two  of  them  were  fined  The 
Committee  of  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  has  decided 
to  search  the  records  at  Maidenhead  to  see  if  it  is 
possible  to  trace  the  alleged  rights  of  Sir  Roger 
Palmer.— P.  H.  Amphlett. 

■         (Henley).— The  water  is  still  very  clear  with 

little  stream.  Rain  is  badly  needed  to  put  the  river 
ui  good  order.  The  roach  are  still  very  shy,  and  can 
only  be  had  by  careful  fishiug  during  the  last  hour. 
Patrons  of  G.  Arlett  and  the  "General"  have  had 
some  nice  roach  and  jack  up  to  41b  ;  a  few  perch  have 
been  caught.  At  the  time  of  writing  it  is  raining  fast, 
which,  if  we  can  get  enough  of  it,  will  greatly  improve 
sport.— Stanley  Mead. 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  are  generally 
very  favourable  for  autumnal  fishing,  and  goodly 
numbers  of  roach  and  bream  are  still  being  caught  in 
various  parts  of  the  river.  Pike  are  fairly  on  the  feed 
and  specimens  up  to  about  81b.  are  being  taken  here 
and  there.  The  best  spots  at  present  are  Goal  Dyke 
End,  Harlem  Hill,  where  there  is  a  nice  weir,  and 
Brandywath.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  In  lovely 
weather  numerous  anglers  have  been  tempted  to  wet 
the  line.  The  water  has  been  very  insipid,  with  little 
stream,  its  colour  good  and  considerably  cleaner  after 
recent  rains.  Plenty  of  roach  are  being  had,  but  few 
up  to  jib.  each.  Perch  giving  sport  whilst  roving  for 
them,  up  to  Jib.  each,  plenty  seen  larger  by  the  locks 
and  lodes.  Only  a  few  pike  had  this  week  up  to  .3Jlb. ; 
this  size  are  numerous  here  and  all  the  way  on  to 
Upware.  Colder  weather  is  required  for  their  capture. 
Weeds  are  going  down  nicely,  and  in  many  places 
spinning  can  be  followed.  Live  baits  had  of  lock- 
keeper.  Time  of  writing,  raining.— John  0.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  salmon  season 
for  rod  and  line  fishermen  concluded  on  the  15th  inst. 
During  the  week  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
those  who  have  tried  the  waters  have  not  had  any 
success.  A  few  evenings  since  Mr.  H.  Full  landed  a 
fine  peal.  In  the  higher  waters  of  the  Dart  salmon 
have  been  very  plentiful ;  for  last  week  two  rods  were 
fortunate  enough  to  creel  twenty  salmon  between 
them— one  of  the  gentlemen  was  Mr.  Leaman.  The 
season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  that  has  been  known 
for  some  years,  and  some  of  the  oldest  anglers  say 
that  whereas  they  used  to  go  out  and  have  a  basket  of 
three  dozen,  they  have  on  this  occasion  had  to  be 
satisfied  with  numbers  ranging  from  a  solitary  fish  to 
a  dozen  at  the  most. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— We  have  had  some 
rain,  but  not  nearly  enough  to  improve  the  fishing, 
the  river  still  remaining  very  low  and  clear,  and  no 
sport  worth  recording. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.- The  rain  of  late  has  had 
good  effect  on  the  waters  of  most  Devonshire  rivers. 
Good  salmon  fishing  has  been  obtained  in  the  Upper 
Dart  and  tributaries.  The  action  of  the  Exe  Board 
of  Conservators  to  stop  the  netting  of  salmon  in 
inland  waters  is  a  commendable  one.    From  every 
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point  the  practice  is  to  be  deprecated  and  the  board's 
action  was  strengthened  at  the  recent  enquiry  by 
Mr.  iryor,  of  Exeter,  who  gave  some  interesting 
sidelights.— Devonian.  ° 
Eden  (Carlisle).— Sport  is  following  the  same 
Imes  as  a  week  ago.  Whilst  the  upper  reaches  above 
Arjnathwaite  have  yielded  well,  and  the  lower  reaches 
below  Carlisle  fairly  well,  the  only  fish  reported  killed 
in  the  middle  reaches  have  been  two  on  Saturday  (Oct 
12)  by  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  Warwick  Hall 
On  the  8th,  Mr.  Dennis  Mason  had  a  91b.  salmon  in 
the  Corgo  water,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  a  91b.  one  above 
Grinsdale.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  A.  H.  Illingworth,  two  151b 
and  181b.,  in  the  Eamont.  On  the  10th  Mr  P  W 
Holden,  one,  131b. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  one,  71b. ;  and 
M.  Schihzzi,  two,  141b.  and"  181b.,  in  the  Edenhall 
water;  Mr.  A.  Lapton,  two,  lllb.  and  211b.  in  the  Eamont  ■ 
Mr  1  R  Bove,  one,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  S.  Robson,  one,' 
181b.,  below  Carlisle.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Robson  had 
two,  81b.,  191b.,  in  the  same  water;  Mr.  Heywood 
Thompson,oue,  171b.,atNunwichHall  - Mr  G  Paley 
two,  151b.,  201b. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  one,  131b.,  and 
1  J;  1^11"^"'°''*^'^ •  the  Eamont.    On  the 

12th  Mr.  W.  Pattinson,  one,  lllb.,  below  Carlisle. 
On  the  14th,  Mr.  P.  E.  Eastwood,  one,  131b. ;  and  Mr 
Porishow,  a  small  one  in  the  Eamont;  Mr.  Robert 
Rame,  one,  201b.,  below  Carlisle.  The  river  is  now 
Oct  16,  in  good  fishing  order  in  many  places,  though 
too  low  for  those  parts  where  fishing  from  the  bank  is 
the  usual  method.— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).  —  Rain  has  fallen  occasionally 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  water  has  in  consequence 
been  slightly  freshened.  The  large  number  of  fish  in 
tlie  tideway  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  surmounting  the 
obstacles  unaided,  and  some  hundreds  have  been 
turned  into  the  higher  waters.  A  few  isolated  catches 
are  recorded  for  the  week.  Sea  angling  is  providing 
fair  sport,  and  several  well-conditioned  fish  have  been 
secured  by  enthusiasts  operating  from  the  quays  — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  prospects  for  the 
next  few  days  are  not  favourable  unless  we  have 
sufficient  rain  to  colour  the  river  and  clear  away  the 
dead  leaves  and  flannel-wecd  which  have  accumulated 
considerably,  and  above  Cowley  Bridge  the  water  is  as 
clear  as  gin.  A  few  roach,  eels,  and  some  small  perch 
have  been  taken  in  the  canal,  worms  and  creed  wheat 
proving  successful  lures  ;  while  whitebait  and  minnows 
have  rendered  good  results  with  the  perch.  When 
the  fish  were  poisoned  between  Exeter  City  Basin  and 
Double  Locks  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  a  similar  disaster 
occurred  iii  the  Countess  Weir  ponds,  and  the  perch 
tench,  and  carp  suffered  thereby,  and  it  will  take  some 
tune  to  bring  up  the  fishing  to  its  normal  condition. 
Weather  now  cold,  with  bright  sun  in  the  middle  day, 
but  fish  are  all  off  their  feed.— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.)— 
The  continued  showery  weather  is  adding  to  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  drains  of  this  district?  Roach 
fishing  is  now  fairly  good.  On  the  Middle  and 
North  Level  drains  takes  vary  considerably  in  the 
different  favourite  localities,  but  fish  are  so 
plentiful  that  from  151b.  to  201b.  is  no  very 
unusual  result  of  sport.  Tench  are  also  stated  to  be 
easy  of  capture  and  many  of  these  fish  have  scaled  up 
to  31b.  each.  Pike  fishers  have  had  no  very  great  sport 
with  the  trolling  rod.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
noted  quarters,  but  weeds  are  still  too  fresh  to  allow  of 
their  capture. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Anglers  are  be- 
ginning to  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  water  in  the 
Haxey  district,  and  reports  to  hand  show  that  there  is 
fine  sport  for  roach  and  pike  anglers.  The  streams 
have  been  running  very  clear,  and  creed  wheat  is  said 
to  have  been  very  successful  in  capture  of  the  former. 
Some  heavy  roach  have  been  killed,  not  only  at 
Haxey,  but  at  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  and  other  favourite 
resorts._  Pike  are  stated  to  have  been  feeding,  and  by 
swimming  roach  and  dace  some  good  specimens  have 
been  creeled.  With  regard  to  size  of  fish  it  may  be 
stated  that  a  visitor  at  Mattersey  the  other  day  landed 
a  dozen  fish  which  turned  the  scale  at  141b.  Chub 
and  grayling  have  also  been  brought  to  bank  from  the 
reaches  above  Retford. — L. 

Lea. — The  river  has  been  refreshed  by  rains,  but  is 
not  ia  good  fishing  order  yet.  The  flushing  it  is  wait- 
ing for  has  not  arrived.  Between  St.  Margaret's  and 
Hardmead  Locks  a  good  many  dead  roach  have  been 
seen  this  week,  the  result  of  the  recent  pollution  case. 
On  the  whole  anglers  again  report  a  quiet  week's  sport, 
although  the  jack  have  been  on  the  move  in  some  of 
the  upper  reaches,  and  have  been  caught  up  to  81b. 
near  Hertford.  Between  Hoddesdon  and  St.  Mar- 
garet's a  number  of  jack  have  been  brought  to  bank,  and 
some  perch  have  been  secured.  Roach  are  shy,  but 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  evening.  A  barbel  of  41b. 
and  a  number  of  perch  were  caught  early  in  the  week 
at  Ponders  End.  The  Stort  has  yielded  some  roach, 
but  no  good  specimens  are  reported  taken.  A  heavy 
flood  is  wanted  up  the  Lea  to  scour  it  out  for  the  winter 
angling  season. — Izaak  Walton. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).— The  river  is  in  good 
condition  and  some  good  bags  of  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken.    Mr.  A.  E.  Stoddart,  who  is  staying  at  the 


October  19,  1901 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


2G3 


Kam,  has  had  some  good  bags  from  two  stone  to  a 
.  stone  and  a  half  a  day  of  roach  and  dace.  Some  more 
gentlemen  are  having  very  good  catches ;  there  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport  continuing.  Boats  and 
baits  can  bo  obtained  at  the  Ram  Hotel. — A.  Rolph. 

Iiittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— The  pike  have  been  affording 
good  sport  bore  during  the  past  week,  and  a  number 
of  fine  fish  have  been  landed .  Very  few  bream  have  been 
caught  since  the  last  report,  but  the  roach  are  feeding 
well.    The  keeper  reports  the  water  now  in  a  very  good 

state,  and  that  some  good  bags  should  be  had.  P.W.  G. 

IiQgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
are  still  very  low,  but  are  running  clear  and  in  fair 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  beautiful 
and  fine  and  with  cold  frosty  nights ;  the  larger 
grayling  have  now  begun  to  sport  at  the  fly,  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  now  good.  The  rivers  arc  both 
badly  in  want  of  a  good  flush  of  water,  which  would 
move  the  fish  and  clear  the  rubbish  out.  A  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  and  sport  has  been 
good,  and  with  fine  weather  there  is  every  prospect  of 
some  good  sport  being  had  next  week.— Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
No  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  rivers,  which  are  par- 
ticularly low  and  clear.  Still,  grayling  are  rising 
pretty  freely,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
The  best  flies  have  been  Whirling,  Mid  Blue  Silver- 
dun,  Blue  Gnat,  Red  Tag,  Orange  Tag,  and  Green 
Insect.  Willows,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  Red  Palmer 
Wickham's  Fancy,  and  the  Little  Badger  are  useful' 
Not  much  doing  with  bottom  and  mid-water  baits' 
Prospects  of  sport  for  the  coming  week  are  good.  This 
(Wednesday)  evening  rain  seems  imminent,  clouds  are 
heavy,  wmd  S.E.,  glass  very  low  and  falling  — R  T 
Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Pike  fishing  has  com- 
menced here,  but  cannot  be  said  to  have  got  into  full 
swing  yet,  and  results  at  present  are  very  meagre 
One  gentleman  trolled  from  Castor  towards  Peter- 
borough for  two  or  three  miles  without  a  capture 
The  only  one  caught  this  week  of  which  I  have  heard 
was  near  Peterborough  Bridge,  on  the  Pen  side  and 
scaled  between  71b.  and  81b. — E.  A.  S. 

Old  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon  (Middlesex).— We 
had  some  good  catches  here  last  week.  Mr.  Van 
Hollicks,  one  pike,  101b.  ;  Mr.  James,  one  pike 
61b.,  one  bream,  71b.;  Mr.  Warren,  two  bream  51b  ' 
Mr.  Jones,  one  bream,  51b. ;  Mr.  Williams,  1  bream' 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Goodchild,  one  roach,  51b.  Mr.  Schrimrn 
has  taken  the  largest  perch,  9^oz.,  so  far,  for  the 
£1  Is.  prize  this  month.  The  proprietors  offer 
a  prize  of  £1  Is.  for  the  largest  jack  taken  from 
the  bank  during  the  month  of  November  also 
a  special  ticket  (entitling  the  holder  to  fish  these 
waters  until  March,  1902)  for  the  largest  carp  taken 
Oct.  13,  and  another  for  the  gross  weight  of  roach 
on  Oct.  20. — P.  Dixon. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Water  here  has  been 
rather  low  during  the  week.  The  late  boisterous 
weather  has  had  a  little  effect  on  the  colour  and 
slightly  tinged  it,  and  more  rain  would  do  good  as  we 
should  then  get  a  little  dyke  water  into  it ;  several 
gentlemen  down  during  the  week  with  varying  results 
but  all  took  good  fish.  Mr.  Crompton  and 
Mr.  Cousins  on  Tuesday  had  some  very  bad 
experience,  losing  a  monster  roach  (the  largest  I 
ever  saw),  and  I  have  them  here  set  up  2Ib.  4oz.  I 
shall  not  be  content  now  till  he  is  brought  in  by  one  of 
my  patrons.  A  nice  tench,  nearly  41b.,  was  caught  on 
Thursday  (Oct.  10)  by  a  gentleman  staying  in  the 
village,  I  am  told,  who  also  had  several  small  jack  and 
one  specimen  perch.  Weeds  rotting  nicely ;  they  have 
not  been  so  troublesome  this  summer,  and  we  have 
had  a  clear  waterway  all  the  season,  a  thing  that  has 
not  happened  before  during  my  five  years  here 
Lobs  are  the  most  telling  bait  now.— A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  still  very  bright 
but  we  are  now  (Wednesday  evening)  having  a  steady 
downpour  which  looks  like  keeping  on,  and  should 
this  be  the  case  better  sport  may  be  expected.  Eight 
members  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  paid  St 
Neots  a  visit  on  Wednesday,  but  they  met  with  indifferent 
success.  Two  of  their  number,  however,  got  some 
nice  perch,  the  three  best  scaling  l|lb.,  IJlb.,  and  lib 
respectively,  also  chub  just  over  Ulb.,  and  smali 
bream. — W.  N. 

Plymouth.— Fishing  on  the  Dart  and  its  tribu- 
taries closes  on  Oct.  15,  and  I  think,  dh  the  whole,  the 
season  has  not  been  a  very  bad  one.  The  rivers  Tavy, 
Walkham,  Cad,  and  Meavy  remain  open  for  fishiiig 
until  Nov.  1  for  salmon  and  peel  only,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  there  to  be  caught.  A  fev/  nice  peel 
have  been  caught ;  Mr.  Winsor  has  had  some  nice  ones 
fishing  in  the  daytime  with  a  fly.— William  Heabdee 

Seyern,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Once  more  the  weather  appears  to  be  quite 
settled,  and  as  all  these  rivers  are  again  in  good  con- 
dition fair  spoit  is  being  had  with  grayling,  also 
with  pike,  chub,  and  other  coarse  fish.  Pike  are 
much  too  numerous  in  these  rivers  for  the  welfare 
of  game  fish,  but  those  who  take  delight  in 
angling  for  these  voracious  creatures  have  now  very 
good  sport  with  them,  and  a  few  days  ago  a  Manchester 


gentleman  had  a  most  exciting  struggle  with  one  of 
these  fish,  which  was  about  thirty  inches  in  length. 
He  was  fairly  hooked;  but  the  angler  after  a  long 
struggle  failed  to  haul  the  fish  up  a  bank  about  six 
feet  high,  and  a  landing  not  being  available  the  fii-h 
broke  the  line  and  escaped.  This  occurred  on  the 
Vyrnwy,  in  the  neigbourhood  of  Llansaintllraid,  where 
pike  have  alw.iys  been  most  plentiful.— Vyknwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  still  clear 
and  covered  in  a  good  many  places  with  floating 
weed,  and,  with  no  stream  on,  makes  fishing  very 
awkward.  Mr.  Geo.  Root,  out  to-day,  Oct.  IG,  had 
171b.  of  roach,  but  nothing  over  fib.  each.  Wo' have 
had  several  showers,  but  not  enough  to  put  any  colour 
into  the  water.— W.  T.  Bainp.eidge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Fine 
sumaaerlike  days  with  a  few  heavy  showers  have  been 
experienced  during  the  week.  Rivers  are  in  excellent 
order  for  all  round  fishing,  yet  the  captures'  have  not 
come  up  to  expectation.  A  pike  of  5^lb.  was  taken  on 
Oct.  14  from  the  upper  water  of  the  Ouse  and  a 
heavier  fish  lost  in  the  sunken  timber.  Strong  tackle 
and  no  law  is  imperative  in  this  district.  From  the 
Barcombe  portion  of  the  river  there  is  nothing  worth 
recording,  and  the  Adur  fishing  has  been  unreiuunera- 
tive.  Chichester  Canal  has  been  almost  deserted.  A 
pike  of  41b.  was  taken  on  live  gorge  near  Donnington 
a  few  bream,  heaviest  Iflb.,  a  perch  of  21b.,  and  a  host 
of  small  fry. — G.iF.  Salteb. 

Taw  (W.  Devon).— Rivers  have  risen,  and  salmon 
and  peel  are  up,  but  only  one  was  taken  this  week. 
Nets  have  been  off  for  some  time,  and  rain  is  all  that 
is  wanted  now  to  close  up  the  season  with  one  month's 
salmon  fishing.  Bass,  which  have  been  very  scarce 
all  the  year,  are  about,  but  no  extra  large  ones  are 
being  taken. — Rusty  Game.  . 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— At  time  of  writing 
(Oct.  14)  the  river  is  in  first-rate  order  for  salmon 
fishing,  and  plenty  of  water.  Some  nice  fish  have 
been  landed  during  fhe  past  week  from  111b  un  to 
211b.  each.— H.  ^ 

Teme  (Ludlow).  — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear,  but  the  rain  of  last  week 
refreshed  the  river,  and  it  is  in  order  for  grayling  fish- 
ing. The  weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine  with 
cold  frosty  nights,  followed  by  bright  days,  and  gray- 
ling have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have  been  rising 
well  at  the  fly.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  tried  fly,  worm,  and  maggot,  and  sport 
has  been  good.  The  falling  leaves  are  a  trouble  to 
anglers,  but  there  is  a  good  flush  of  water  wanted 
to  clean  out  the  river  which  is  very  foul  in  places. 
On  Oct.  12  fishing  a  short  distance  below  Ludlow 
some  good  grayling  were  landed  with  fly.  In  the 
water  above  the  Castle  roach  and  a  few  grayling  have 
been  caught  with  maggot.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
Oct.  14th  and  15th,  good  sized  grayling  were  landed 
with  fly.  Pike  have  been  on  the  feed  and  some  fair 
sport  has  been  had  with  live  bait.  The  prospects  for 
sport  are  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  low  and  clear,  but  is  in  .fair  condition  for 
fishing.  The  water  was  refreshed  by  the  rain  last 
week,  but  more  is  wanted  to  clear  the  river  out  of 
weeds,  etc.  The  weather  has  turned  very  fine  and 
suitable  for  angling  ;  the  cold,  frosty  nights,  followed 
by  fine  days,  have  brought  grayling  well  on  the  feed, 
and  they  are  rising  freely;  the  prospects  for  sport 
are  good.  A  good  few  leaves  are  at  present  floating 
down  the  river.  Angling  has  been  fairly  brisk,  and 
some  nice  lots  of  greyling  have  been  landed  with  Red 
Tag,  Willow,  Whirling  Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  Bottom 
fishing  is  quiet  at  present.— Woecestek. 

Trent  (Newark).— Roach  fishing  has  shown  an 
improvement  in  the  upper  length  near  the  town,  some 
nice  takes  being  made,  amongst  which,  on  Saturday 
(Oct.  12),  Mr.  Armstrong  had  one  weighing  lib.  8oz. 
and  another  lib.  4oz.  with  gentles.  A  lot  of  splendid 
dace  have  been  shown  at  the  club  room  bv  Mr.  T. 
Davis,  Mr.  Corner,  and  Mr.  Markwell.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  followed  with  success.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  12° 
Mr.  G.  Mackenzie  took  four  from  the  Muskham  water^ 
best  71b.,  and  others  fell  to  the  rods  of  anglers,  spoon- 
bait being  most  successful.  From  the  Collingham 
water  five  anglers  took  twenty  pike  weighing  801b., 
best  e^lb.  by  Mr.  A.  Frethingham.  From  the  same 
locality  a  lot  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream  have  been 
taken,  and  the  Hush  of  the  previous  week  has  proved 
of  benefit. — Ti!Entsideii. 

Usk  (Abergavenny,  Men.)— Water  has  been  in 
good  condition  for  salmon  fishing.  Mr.  Basil  Deuncr 
took  a  nice  fish  weighing  17^1b.  on  Friday  (Oct.  11). 
Several  fish  have  been  taken  on  Mr.  Pritchard's  (Angel 
Hotel)  water  by  gentlemen  staying  there. — Eenle°J. 
Delafield. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping).— The  pike  fishing 
season  seems  to  have  commenced  very  successfully 
here  judging  from  the  following  captures:  Mr.  Charity, 
landed  eighteen  pike,  and  returned  thirteen  of  thein 
as  being  under  size  ;  he  also  caught  101b.  of  roach.  Mr. 
Waterton  secured  six  pike;  Mr.  Boyton,  two;  and 
Mr.  Laurie,  five,  and  141b  roach.  Mr.  Harris,  New 
England,  Peterborough,  while  fishing  with  fine  roach 
tackle,  caught  a  tplendid  4^1b.  chub.— E.  A.  S. 


^  
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Witham.etc.  (Mid    

The  heavy  captures  reported  in  thesvt/rfpf  yikes  at 
Kirkstead  a  few  days  ago  ari  iiL/juir  iho  oriiyiAi^ot 
sport  worth  noting,  and  many  sportsmf;!^  Iiave  com- 
plained of  light  baskets  since  then.  Odd  an;,'ler8  from 
Lincoln  have  met  with  fair  sport  about  Bardiiey,  and 
several  tench  of  good  size  have  accompanied  roach 
over  lib.  each,  yv'heii  roach  are  off  bream  are  on,  and 
lately  a  big  shoal  of  bream  have  hovered  about  the 
deeps  at  the  Grand  Sluice.  Singular  to  say,  though 
the  weather  has  boon  against  it,  many  have  been 
taken.  Pike  are  sought  for  with  variable  success. 
Most  of  the  best  fish  have  been  caught  by  spinning 
the  natural  bait.  Reports  from  the  drains  at  Boston 
show  that  sport  has  fallen  off.  The  Bargato  has 
perhaps  fished  best.  Some  takes  have  been  got  from 
the  Mount  Pleasant  drain,  but  tench  have  afforded 
the  best  samples.  One  caught  at  Richardson's  Bridge 
scaled  41b.  There  is  liLtlo  to  report  among  piko 
captures,  but  these  are  anticipated  as  the  nights  get 
colder. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  capital  order  during  the  past  week 
for  both  fly  and  bottom  fishing,  and  some  of  the  best 
baskets  of  the  season  have  been  obtained.  The  Derwent 
still  continues  to  afford  better  sport  than  the  Wye,  as 
this  latter  river  is  disturbed  with  the  mills,  the  water 
ebbing  and  flowing.  The  Derwent  Chatsworth 
fishery  has  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  fish,  five  and 
six  brace  being  quite  common.  The  best  basket 
I  have  heard  of  this  season  was  taken  from 
the  Darleydale  Club's  water  by  Mr.  Pearson  (of 
Chesterfield)  with  ten  brace;  several  others  with 
from  four  to  six  brace  each.  ]\Ir.  W.  Dale,  fishing 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water,  near  Matlock  Bridge,  has,  on  several  occasions, 
taken  three  and  four  brace,  mostly  with  brandlings. 
Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  below  Cromford,  has  also  taken  a 
few  nice  grayling.  The  prospect  still  continues  to  be 
good,  and,  as  this  is  the  best  month  for  grayling, 
anglers  ought  not  to  miss  this  chance.  Useful  flies': 
Apple  Green,  Red  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Whirling  Dun,  Autumn  Dun,  Black  (inat,  and 
Bumbles. — Dotteeel. 

Yare  (Brundall). — Last  week  two  anglers  caught 
with  spoon-bait  thirty-seven  small  jack,  and  another 
angler  caught  seventeen  in  the  river ;  none  were  large. 
Roach  are  off  feed,  at  any  rate  it  is  not  much  good 
trying  for  them.  I  had  a  few  hours  with  a  friend  and 
took  three  dozen,  but  no  class.  The  salt  water  has 
settled  them  for  a  time.— W.  H.  Elsmore. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks).— Grayling  fishing  has  fallen  off  again 
during  the  last  few  days.  I  have  had  but  moderate 
sport  in  the  Upper  Yore  and  Cover  since  Saturday 
(Oct.  12),  and  the  panniers  of  every  angler  I  have  come 
across  have  been  very  light,  without  a  single  exception, 
in  spite  of  the  almost  typical  waters  that  have  pre- 
vailed. The  reason,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  the  fogs  and  a 
falling  barometer;  the  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is 
brilliantly  fine,  but  we  may  expect  rain  again  soon  from 
the  above  indications.  Although  the  Swale  has  been  in 
about  half  flood  during  the  past  six  days,  yet  some 
Northallerton  anglers  have  done  fairly  well,  while  the 
water  was  fining  down,  amongst  the  grayling.  One 
well-known  angler  was  out  on  Friday  (Oct.  11),  and 
with  the  Red  Tag  caught  five  brace  of  very  fine  fish, 
besides  returning  to  the  stream  several  undersized  fish, 
and  on  Saturday  creeled  six  brace  of  very  fine  grayling. 
On  Monday  quite  a  crowd  of  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Swale,  but  the  water  was  as  thick  as  the  proverbial 
pea  soup,  and  the  baskets  at  night  were  all  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  light.  One  or  two  anglers  from  the 
Stockton  district  showed  a  few  dace,  roach,  and 
gudgeon,  but  none  of  them  had  a  decent  catch. 
Fogs  and  muddy  weather  have  been  the  bugbear 
of  the  Wharfedale  angler,  and  beyond  a  few 
fish  caught  with  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Red  Tag,  Ibis  Tag,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Carter  Platts,  Copper  and  Waterhen  Bloa  little  has 
been  done.  Moderate  sport  has  been  the  rule  on  the 
Burnsall  length,  although  a  few  resident  anglers  have 
done  fairly  occasionally.  The  most  successful  anglers 
amongst  roach,  dace,  etc.,  in  the  lower  waters  seem 
to  be  Messrs.  Sykes,  Gunnee,  Pickersgill,  and  Collier. 
The  Rye,  Riccall,  Costa,  and  Pickering  Beck  yield 
but  few  grayling  at  present,  and  the  majority  of  the 
club  members  arc  waiting  for  the  advent  of  sharper 
weather.  Nothing  particular  comes  to  hand  from  the 
Derwent,  and  as  most  of  the  club  matches  have  run 
through  anglers  are  not  so  numerous  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ouso  as  they  were  a  few  weeks  ago. 
Sport  in  the  match  of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  Dele- 
gates at  Acaster  was  wretched,  oulv  a  few  jmall  roach 
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and  bleak,  or  "  willow  blades,"  being  caught,  and  the 
largest  fisb  taken  in  the  Rose  and  Crown  Club  (York) 
contast  at  iNewton  on  Derwent  on  Saturday  was  a 
roach  of  lOtiz.  The  following  were  the  chief  prize 
winners:  1st — W.Harvey,  21b.  4oz. ;  2nd — B.  Walker, 
21b.  2oz. ;  3rd— A.  Hick,  21b.  loz. ;  4th— A.  E.  Robinson, 
lib.  14oz.  Fishing  in  lakes  and  reservoirs  seems  to 
be  more  productive  of  sport  than  on  the  rivers 
just  now.  On  Monday,  Messfs.  iHandley  and 
Henderson  had  heavy  baskets  of  mixed  fish  from 
a  private  sheet  of  water,  including  two  fine  specimen 
fish  which  have  been  sent  to  me  for  preservation ;  in 
due  course  they  will  adorn  the  club  room  of  the 
Robin  Hood's,  Leeds.  The  Roundhay  Park  committee 
of  the  Leeds  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have  been  busy 
during  the  week  transferring  fish  from  the  canal 
gardens  to  the  Waterloo  Lake.  During  the  operations 
they  came  across  some  fine  specimens  of  king  carp, 
roach,  and  trout.  I  hear  the  Corporation  intend  clean- 
ing the  canal  and  improve  it  for  breeding  purposes. 
This  will  be  welcome  news  for  the  Leeds  anglers.  Two 
good  oasts  for  grayling  are  tail  fly,  Bradshaw's 
Fancy  ;  and  droppers.  Miller's  Dark;  Needle  and  Fog 
Black  ;  second  cast,  tail  fly.  Miller's  Red  Tag ;  drop- 
pers. Sea  Swallow,  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Iiiddle. — Both  Esk  and  Liddle 
are  in  fair  angling  order  for  fly,  and  there  is  a  good 
volume  of  water  in  the  rivers.  Salmon,  although 
plentiful,  are  rising  badly,  and  little  has  been  done 
s-ince  last  report.  Mr.  Walter  Gray,  Tanlaw  Hill 
Farm,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  91b.  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Esk  above  Langholm  and  close  to  the 
famous  King  pool.  Mr.  J.  Morrison,  Langholm,  landed 
a  small  salmon  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk.  It 
was  Mr.  Charles  Carthew-Yorstoun,  of  Irvine  House, 
near  Langholm,  who  caught  the  three  salmon  weighing 
2Slb.,  12Jlb.,  and  121b.  respectively  at  a  fishing  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  of  the  Esk,  and 
not  the  name  given  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  an 
error  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  indifferent  writing  of  the 
scribe  who  supplied  the  angling  report.  Fishing  in 
the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  James  Church,  Park  House, 
Canonbie,  landed  a  fine  salmon  of  171b.  below  the 
bridge ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Connell,  Milntown,  Langholm, 
caught  a  salmon  of  13Jlb.  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's 
reserved  water.  The  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  of  Arthuret, 
Longtown,  caught  a  salmon  weighing  17ib.  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool  on  the  Netherby  side  of  the  water.  An 
angler  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel,  Canonbie, 
killed  a  salmon  of  Gib.  in  the  Double  water;  Mr. 
Morrison  landed  a  salmon  of  121b.  in  Todholes  Pool 
in  the  upper  reaches  and  another  angler  one  of  71b. 
The  Liddle  is  still  in  good  fishing  order,  and  some 
fairly  good  catches  have  been  made,  both  in  the  upper 
stretches  close  to  Newcastleton  and  below  Penton. 
Mr.  Elliot,  of  the  Copshaw,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  101b. 
in  the  upper  waters.  Mr.  J.  Murray  has  had  an  odd 
sea-trout  or  two  and  some  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Watson, 
Newcastleton,  had  some  fair  takes  of  sea-trout  and 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  had  a  couple  of 
sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout  in  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Ferguson,  Copshawholm,  had  a  nice  basket  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Liddle,  and 
Mr.  Keir,  Whitehough,  Liddesdale,  had  a  fairly  good 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water.  Fishing  in 
the  Double  water,  Longtown,  Mr.  P.  Bell  caught  a 
salmon  weighing  211b.  in  the  Willow  Pool.  Mr.  Tom 
Jameson  landed  a  salmon  of  191b.  in  the  mid  reaches. 
Mr.  Budd  caught  two  salmon  in  the  lower  stretches  of 
the  Esk,  the  weights  being  231b.  and  221b.  Mr.  A. 
Johnstone,  the  Netherby  keeper,  caught  a  couple  of 
fine  salmon  in  the  Willow  Pool.  The  angling  in  the 
Border  Esk  and  its  tributaries  ceases  on  Nov.  1. — 
Later. — j\Ir.  James  IMorrison,  Langholm,  a  salmon, 
191b.,  at  Todholes;  Mr.  Musgrave,  Longtown,  a  salmon, 
18Jlb. ;  Mr.  Reid,  Arthuret,  Ijongtown,  a  salmon, 
13lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Ruddock,  a  salmon,  241b.,  Langholm 
water.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm, 
tells  me  that  there  has  not  been  so  many  salmon  in 
the  Esk  for  eight  years,  and  that  most  fish  have  been 
got  in  the  Double  water.  River  .still  in  good  order  for 
fly  fishing,  and  weather  now  very  fine. — Gilkockie. 

Devexon  (Banffshire).— There  have  been  frequent 
showers  of  rain  of  late,  and  the  river  is  pretty  high, 
the  water  being  a  little  discoloured.  Since  the  increase 
in  the  water  there  has  been  a  steady  run  of  fish,  the 
lower  and  upper  pools  apparently  being  well  stocked. 
Anglers  are  numerous,  and  on  some  of  the  sections 
capiral  spoit  has  been  got.  On  Oct.  8,  Mr.  Williams, 
lessee  of  the  Duff  House  water,  had  a  fish  weighing 
71b. ;  on  the  same  day  the  keeper,  Mr.  Donald, 
Dunlugas,  had  one  of  81b.;  Mr.  Russell,  Forglen, 
had  two  of  161b.  and  231b.  respectively.  On 
the  Muiresk  water  Mr.  Nei&h  and  party  had 
th  ree  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  141b.  On  Oct.  10, 
on  tie  Ardmiddle  water,  Mr.  Bowie,  keeper,  had 
three  fash  of  Gib.,  141b.,  and  211b.  On  the  Eden  water,  on 
Oct.  5,  a  lady  killed  three  fish,  two,  weighing  1 21b.  and 
141b.,  and  on  Oct.  11,  one  of  71b. ;  on  Oct.  5,  the  keeper, 
Mr.  McQueen,  had  one  of  161b.    On  Oct.  11,  on  the 


Inveriching  water,  Mr.  Young  had  one  of  91b.  On 
Oct.  9,  on  the  Marnoch  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Praser  had 
a  fine  fish  of  261b.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Porter  had  one  of 
141b  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Porter,  one  of  18Jlb.  Some  fish 
have  also  been  killed  on  the  Huntly  and  Cabrach  sec- 
tions. On  the  Blairmore  water,  Oct.  8,  Mr.  L,  S.  B. 
Hull,  had  a  salmon  of  71b.  and  a  grilse  of  3Jlb. ;  and 
on  Oct.  11,  a  salmon  of  141b. — H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth). — Angling  for  trout  has  been  given  up 
for  the  season,  which  has  been  a  fairly  good  one, 
hough  the  water  generally  has  been  too  low  and  clear. 
The  autumn  angling  for  salmon  has  been  more  than 
usually  successful.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  12),  Mr. 
Robert  Crockatt,  Blairgowrie,  secured  a  fine  fish  of 
2'^lb.,  the  heaviest  taken  from  the  Isla  this  year. — 
Iasgair. 

Lochmaddy  Hotel  'Waters.  —  On  Oct.  1,  on 
Skealtair,  Messrs.  Holt  and  Woodcock  had  three  sea- 
trout,  51b.,  heaviest  3|lb. ;  on  Gerin  Mill,  Captain 
Edwards-Moss  had  three  sea-trout,  61b.,  heaviest  51b. ; 
on  Loch-na-Ciste,  Dr.  Barrett  had  four  sea-trout,  51b., 
heaviest  2Jlb. ;  on  Gerin  Mill,  Mr.  Simpson  had  three 
sea-trout,  5;}lb.,  heaviest,  3Jlb. ;  and  on  Gerin  Mill 
sea  pools,  Dr.  and  IMrs.  Dawson  had  three  sea-trout 
weighing  2Jlb.  On  Oct.  2,  on  Gerin  Mill,  Captain 
Edwards-Moss  had  three  sea-trout,  41b.,  heaviest 
3^1b.,  and  Mr.  Simpson  had  eight  sea-trout,  8ilb., 
heaviest  21b. ;  on  Horisary,  Dr.  Dawson  and  Dr. 
Barrett  had  eight  sea-trout,  161b.,  heaviest  31b.;  and 
on  same  loch.  Rev.  W.  0.  Hughes  had  one  sea-trout, 
GJlb.  On  Oct.  3,  on  Gerin  Mill,  Dr.  Barrett  had  two 
sea-trout,  21b. ;  on  Skealtair,  Dr.  Eraser  and  Rev. 
W.  O.  Hughes  had  six  sea-trout,  41b.,  heaviest  2Jlb. ; 
and  on  Gerin  Mill  sea  pools,  Captain  Edwards-Moss 
had  four  sea-trout,  lO^lb.,  heaviest  GJlb.  On  Oct.  4, 
on  Skealtair,  Messrs.  Eckersley  and  Oliver  had  five 
sea-trout,  sjlb.,  heaviest  21b. ;  on  Aulasary,  Dr. 
Barrett  had  nine  sea-trout,  81b.,  heaviest  2Jlb.  ;  on 
Gerin  Mill,  Lieutenant  W.  Forbes,  R.N.,  had  three 
sea-trout,  Gib.,  heaviest  3Jlb.;  on  Gerin  Mill  sea  pools. 
Captain  Edwards-Moss  had  three  sea-trout,  41b., 
heaviest  2Jlb ;  on  Fada,  Messrs.  Hayes  and  Ramsden 
had  twenty-six  brown  trout,  151b.,  heaviest  2^1b. ;  on 
Horisary,  Dr.  Eraser  and  Rev.  W.  0.  Hughes  had  four 
sea- trout,  81b.,  heaviest  31b.  ;  and  on  same  loch,  Messrs. 
Holt  and  Woodcock  had  three  sea-trout,  81b.,  heaviest 
4Jlb.  On  Oct.  5,  on  Strumore,  Messrs.  Hayes  and 
Ramsden  had  two  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  heaviest  l^lb.  ;  on 
Gerin  Mill,  Dr.  Barrett  had  two  sea-trout,  l^fb. ;  and 
on  Loch  Fada,  Messrs.  Eckersley  and  Oliver  had  six 
sea-trout,  41b.,  heaviest  l^lb.  On  Oct.  7,  on  Gerin 
Mill,  Dr.  Fraser  and  Rev.  W.  O.  Hughes  had  six  sea- 
trout,  91b.,  heaviest,  2Jlb.  On  Oct.  8,  on  Aulasary, 
the  same  party  had  eight  sea-trout,  81b.,  heaviest  31b. ; 
on  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs.  Eckersley  and  Ramsden  had 
six  sea-trout,  61b.,  heaviest,  2^1b. ;  and  on  Gerin  Mill 
sea  pools,  Mr.  Holt  had  two  sea-trout,  21b.,  heaviest 
l|lb.  On  Oct.  9,  on  Horisary,  Mr.  Holt  had  three 
sea-trout,  31b.,  heaviest  l^lb. ;  on  Gerin  Mill,  Messrs. 
Oliver  and  Ramsden  had  "four  sea-trout,  71b.,  heaviest 
2:tlb. ;  and  on  same  loch,  Messrs.  Hayes  and  Eckersley 
had  five  sea-trout,  101b.,  heaviest  51b.— M.  M. 

Soutli  of  Scotland.— These  rivers  are  in  fair  order 
at  the  time  of  writing.  The  different  streams  had  a 
rise  of  a  foot  of  water  on  Oct.  13  with  the  rainfall, 
and  there  was  a  black  water  ■  on  Monday.  In  the 
South  of  Scotland  there  has  been  rain  almost  every 
alternate  day  during  the  past  three  weeks,  and  this  has 
kept  the  salmon  in  an  unsettled  mood.  Although 
some  very  fine  back-enders  have  been  landed  by  the 
rods,  the  sport  has  not  been  what  was  expected. 
Quite  a  number  of  the  streams  in  the  Border  district 
will  close  their  angling  at  the  end  of  the  present 
month,  while  three  or  four  of  the  remaining  ones  will 
continue  open  until  Nov.  15th.  The  best  fish  landed 
this  week  has  turned  the  scales  at  32^1b.,  281b.,  and 
2Glb.  The  fly  has  held  the  foremost  place  as  the  best 
all-round  killer,  and  it  has  also  accounted  for  the 
heaviest  salmon  landed.  The  earlier  closing  rivers 
that  expire  their  season  in  less  than  a  fortnight  have 
fluite  sufficient  water  to  carry  them  through  to  the  end, 
and  another  flood  will  certainly  not  help  the  sport  now. 
The  Annan. — Several  splendid  fish  have  been  killed  on 
this  liver  since  last  week's  notes.  It  may,  however,  be 
remarked  that  salmon  have^  been  rising  badly,  and 
when  the  number  of  rods  on  the  river  are  taken  into 
consideration  the  sport  is  disappointing.  On  IMonday 
(Oct.  14)  in  Hoddom  Castle  water  Mr.  Whitten  Minarie, 
Ecclefechan,  killed  a  splendid  fish  of  32Jlb.  in  the 
Bridge  pool  with  fly.  In  the  same  pool  on  the 
following  day  (Tuesday,  Oct.  15),  Mr.  Charles  Inglis, 
one  of  261b.  with  Brown  Turkey  fly.     One  of  the 
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and  the  dyspeptic  eats  freely  without  fear. 


Castle  keepers  (Tom  Eeid)  had  one  last  week,  and 
Mr.  R.  L.  Cowan  hooked  and  lost  a  good  fish  on 
Friday,  Oct.  11.  In  the  Northfield  private  water,  on 
Monday  afternoon,  Oct.,  14,  Mr.  Lee's  keeper  killed  a 
fine  fish  of  281b.,  in  Craigdale  stream,  with  Turkey 
fly.  He  hooked  and  lost  another  good  fish.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  on  Saturday,  Oct.  12,  Mr. 
Bell-Irving's  keeper  killed  one  of  about  191b. 
in  the  backs  of  the  Wood  pool,  with  fly.  Mr.  , 
Pasley-Dirom's  kcejer  had  one  on  Friday,  Oct.  11. 
In  Luce  pool  of  the  upper  portion  of  Mount  Annan, 
on  Friday,  Oct.  11,  Mr.  John  Wilson  killed  a  nice 
salmon  of  161b.  Very  poor  sport  has  been  obtained 
this  week.  The  Nith. — The  middle  reaches  about 
Thornhill  have  been  in  good  order  this  week.  More 
fish  have  been  seen  rising  in  the  pools,  and  odd  ones  ^ 
have  been  landed  here  and  there.  The  Galloway" 
Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  up  and  down  since 
last  week.  Salmon  seem  to  be  an  average  show  in  the 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  and  a  fish  or  two  have 
been  killed.  The  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  has  also 
been  in  fair  order.  The  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  always 
gives  the  best  sport  in  November,  especially  it  the 
weather  is  wet.  The  Ayeshiee  Rivers. — Angling 
has  been  rather  poor  on  the  Girvan.  A  fair 
number  of  salmon  seem  to  be  in  the  pools,  but  they 
have  not  been  rising  to  the  fly.  On  the  Ayr  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  this  autumn,  and  the  lochs 
have  closed  their  trout  fishing  season.  The  Derwent 
of  Solway  has  been  in  good  order,  and  some  salmon  of 
medium  weights  have  been  landed.  The  Rev.  J.  T. 
Pollock  took  a  nice  fish  of  17Jlb.  in  the  Cockermouth 
portion;  Mr.  J.  Walker  landed  one  of  171b.;  Mr.  G.; 
Muller  was  successful  in  landing  two  last  week,  one. 
of  181b.  and  a  smaller  one  of  about  121b. ;  Mr.  David 
Pollock  took  a  small  one  of  101b. ;  Mr.  Denson  one  of^ 
gib. ;  and  Mr.  Birket  one  of  71b.  The  Workington 
portion  is  not  doing  well  at  present. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Had  the  water  been  any- 
thing like  what  it  has  been  for  a  week  or  two  past  the' 
rod-fishing,  which  closed  on  Tuesday,  would  no  doubt ' 
have  been  excellent,  as  all  along  there  have  been 
evidences  of  fish,  but  as  the  river  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  season  was  much  too  small  and  clear,  it: 
can  only  be  described  as  fair.  On  the  Gordon  Castle 
waters  capital  sport  was  got  during  the  last  week  or 
two.  The  heaviest  fish  (381b.)  this  season  fell  to  the  Earl 
of  Warwick ;  Lord  Algernon  Gordon  Lennox  and 
Lady  Chesterfield  had  each  a  salmon  of  301b.  Among 
the  lady  anglers.  Lady  Evelyn  Cotterell  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  Sassoon  proved  the  most  successful.  On 
Wednesday,  Oct.  9th,  six  salmon  were  taken  from  the 
Delfur  water,  two  from  the  Orton  water  by  Mr.  Todd, 
and  from  the  Glengrant  water  one  of  241b.  by  Mr. 
McDonald,  fisherman,  while  Miss  Grant  had  one  of. 
9Jlb.  Very  few  grilse  were  got.  The  average  weighty 
of  the  fish  would  have  averaged  from  191b.  to  201b.  on- 
the  Gordon  Castle  water,  and  the  quality  was  ex- 
cellent.—J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
There  is  no  improvement  in  salmon  angling  on  the 
Tweed.  The  weather  is  much  too  fine,  and  as  there 
has  been  no  rain  for  about  a  fortnight  the  rivers  are 
again  almost  at  summer  level.  The  best  results  seem 
to  be  had  in  the  upper  districts.  On  the  Bolside  watei-j 
a  good  few  salmon  have  been  taken.  Mr.  A.  W.' 
Hartopp  caught  a  salmon  of  171b.  at  the  Hedge  Pool 
on  Oct.  7  and  two  of  161b.  and  71b.  on  the  Boat  Pool 
on  Oct.  8.  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  caught  a  salmon  of 
81b.  and  a  sea  trout  of  71b.  on  Oct.  7  and  a 
221b.  salmon  on  Oct.  12.  Mr.  A.  E.  Jenkins, 
on  Oct.  8,  had  two  salmon,  231b.  and  51b. ;  on 
Oct.  9,  a  salmon  of  18Jlb.  and  a  grilse  of  4Jlb. ;  and  on 
Oct.  10,  two  salmon,  141b.  and  Gib.  Mr.  J.  Scott 
Plummer  had  a  salmon  of  20Jlb.  on  Oct.  9.  Mr. 
Holmes,  on  Oct.  8,  had  a  salmon  of  8 Jib.,  and  two  on 
Oct.  10,  221b.  and  41b.  On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  R.  Millar  had 
one  salmon,  171b.,  and  a  large  sea-trout  of  151b.,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Millar  a  17Jlb.  salmon  the  same  day.  On 
the  Pavilion  stretch,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cripps  caught  three 
salmon,  171b.,  111b.,  and  91b.  on  Oct.  7,  and  on  the 
same  day  Ijady  Darnley  caught  two,  251b.  and  91b., 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Cripps,  two,  91b.  and  71b.  On  Oct.  8, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cripps,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  Mr.  1). 
Minertzhagen,  one  salmon,  151b.,  on  Oct.  i;'-,  and  Dr. 
Griffiths  a  salmon  of  the  same  weight  on  Oct.- 14. 
On  the  Makerstoun  water  thirteen  salmon  were  caught 
last  week  ;  of  these  Lady  Florence  Duncombe  caught 
four  on  Oct.  8,  19^1b.,  IGlb.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  and  one 
181b.  on  Oct.  12  ;  on  Oct.  8  also  Capt.  Darby  Griflith 
had  three,  281b.,  171b.,  and  91b.  Mr.  Duncombe  caught 
one  of  201b.  on  Oct.  9,  one  201b.  on  Oct.  11,  and  one  of 
lGlb,on  Oct.  12.  Mr.  J.  Scott  Plummer  had  two  of 
171b.  and  31b.  on  Oct.  10.  On  Floors  upper  water 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  caught  .four  salmon  weighing 
261b.,  22Jlb.,  191b.,  and  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  81b. 
on  Oct.  9.  On  Oct.  10  one  salrnon  191b.  and  a  grilse 
of  91b.,  and  a  71b.  grilse  on  Oct  11.  On  Floors  lower 
water  Mr.  McCuUoch  on  Oct.  10  caught  three  salmon 
161b.,  15Jlb.  and  U^lh.  On  the  Hendersydo  water 
on  Oct.  8  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griflith  had  two  salmon 
of  161b.  and  151b.,  and  on  Oct.  10  he  had  eight,  so  far 
the  best  day's  kill  for  one  rod;  weights— 251b.,  241b., 
231b.,  igjlb.,  17^1b.,  171b.,  131b.  and  9 Jib.,  and  Captam 


October  19,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


2G5 


Trotter  one  of  6^1b.  On  Oct.  12  Mr.  T.  Pringle  caught 
two  salmon  of  181b.  each,  and  a  grilse  of  6Jlb. 
On  the  Sprouston  water  General  Sir  H.  Trotter  had  a 
191b.  salmon  on  Friday  (Oct.  11),  and  General  Geo. 
Paton  one  of  81b. ;  on  the  Birgham  water  on  Monday 
■  (Oct.  14),  Lord  Dunglass  caught  two  salmon  of  151b. 
and  191b.,  and  a  grilse  of  6^1b. ;  Lieut.  Houstann 
Boswell  had  three  salmon  weighing  141b.,  161b.,  and 
201b.,  and  on  Tuesday  (Oct.  15)  the  same  gentleman 
had  two  of  191b.  each.  On  the  Twizel  water,  Mr.  F. 
Swan  had  two  salmon,  231b.  and  161b. ;  and  on  the 
Lees  water,  Mr.  Majoribanks,  one  of  181b.  ;  Mr.  Harris, 
five  of  151b.,  13Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  81b.  ;  and  Mr.  Etty, 
one  of  221b.  at  Tweed  Mill.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.— The  sharp  nightly  frosts 
and  the  high  state  of  the  open  rivers  has  almost 
stopped  trouting  in  this  district.  On  the  Woodburn 
dams  only  a  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  killed  since 
my  last  notes.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  rain- 
bow trout  have  bred  in  these  waters  and  are  now 
spread  over  the  three  reservoirs,  though  the  original 
stock  fish  were  turned  into  the  Upper  Basin.  The 
dams  close  on  Oct.  31.  The  glens  of  Antrim  rivers 
remain  open  till  that  date,  and  also  the  streams 
between  Donaghadee  and  Dundalk.  Lots  of  salmon 
are  up  the  Maine,  and  as  it  is  now  in  good  order  the 
reaches  about  Slaght  Bridge  should  show  good  sport. 
— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  is  toning  down  into  order,  and  as  salmon  are 
showing  up  well  a  good  finish  is  anticipated.  I  have 
heard  of  only  two  fish  killed  this  month.  On  the 
Torrent  tributai-y  some  odd  baskets  of  trout  were 
picked  up  by  bait-fishers  last  week.— J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway).  — The  season  closed  on  the 
Corrib  on  Oct.  15.  Owing  to  the  disturbed  state  of 
the  water  caused  by  the  heavy  rain  little  was  done  in 
the  closing  week. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  shown  an  all-round 
improvement  on  the  Kerry  rivers  still  open  for  angling, 
and  the  prospects  for  the  back-end  angling  are  much 
better.— T.  J.  D. 

nioume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  angling  season  closed  on  the  Mom-ne  on  Oct.  10 
with  the  river  in  indifferent  order. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  has  been  fine  for  past  four 
days,  and  both  loughs  are  falling  fast,  therefore  good 
pike  fishing  should  set  in  from  now.  Mr.  Barrett  and 
friend  had  seven  pike,  largest  151b.,  also  some  ducks 
and  .snipe.  Trout  fishers  had  fair  sport  on  the  river, 
best  take  for  one  day  fell  to  Mr.  J.  Howes,  killing 
fifteeen,  111b. — Pat  Heabnes.  ° 

Roe  (Limavady,  co.  Derry).— The  Roe  closed  on 
the  10th  inst.  after  a  very  poor  season.  Salmon  fish- 
ing was  very  indifferent  and  spring  trout  decidedly 
poor.  The  season  terminated  the  same  day  in  neigh- 
bouring streams,  the  Faughan  and  its  tributaries  — 
J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— To  day 

(Wednesday)  the  winds  are  fair  and  free.  The  water 
is  also  in  perfect  ply,  so  that  with  anything  like  fair 
luck  salmon  anglers  should  do  pretty  well  during  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  days  of  October.  Numbers  of  big 
fish  are  about  on  the  preserves. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  of  a  good  description  since  last  report,  though 
not  up  to  the  average  of  those  justly  celebrated  lakes. 
Mr.  Atkinson  did  very  well,  and  also  Colonel  Drury, 
both  of  whom  fished  with  James  T.  Leary  on  Derriaua 
Lake.  Anglers  out  with  Tim  McCarthy  on  Lough-na- 
Iska  had  fine  sport  both  at  sea  and  brown  trout,  and 
Mr.  Dale,  fishing  with  Ned  Dennehy,  finished  up  very 
well.— T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Vesrtaux  (Oct.  10).— Since  my  return  here  yesterday 
I  have  made  enquiries  and  learn  that  the  weather 
towards  the  close  of  the  season  just  expired  has  been 
very  wet  and  unsuitable  for  angling.  Nevertheless, 
trout  of  two  and  three  to  the  pound  were  caught  on 
some  occasions.  One  good  specimen  fish  was  taken 
by  Mr.  A.  S.  Brooke  in  the  Vaudois  water  near  Yvorne; 
another  large  trout  came  to  a  grasshopper  in  the 
Stockalper  and  raided  half  the  bait.  Parts  of  this 
stream  were  unfishable  on  account  of  forests  of  rushes, 
and  the  romance  of  the  art  was  largely  reduced  by 
finding  the  bottom  being  extensively  dredged  up  for 
gravel  with  which  to  ballast  the  too  adjacent  railway. 
Such  wanton  destruction  of  good  spawning  grounds 
would  scarcely  be  permitted  in  their  water  by  any 
sporting  fishing  club.  Nothing  has  yet  been  heard  of 
the  supposed  biennial  re-stocking  of  this  stream — quite 
necessary  to  replace  the  reputed  heavy  drafts  made 
upon  it  by  netting  and  by  otters.  This  stream,  under 
careful  management,  might  easily  be  made  a  most 
attractive,  productive,  and  valuable  fishing  property, 
instead  of  being  more  remarkable  for  high  charges 
than  any  indviccmenta  to  non-resident  anglers. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballycotton. — Sea  angler.s  have  had  fair  sport, 
though  the  weather  and  water  conditions  were  not  at 
all  of  the  best.  Matters  arc  improving  very  much  at 
time  of  writing.  Sea  calm;  light  breezes;  fish 
pushing  inshore  again.— T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore. — The  weather  has  been  adverse  to 
angling,  and  sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation. 
On  a  few  days,  when  the  conditions  showed  some 
improvement,  fair  sport  was  had  at  all  fish  usually 
had  here  at  this  time  of  the  year.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — An  exceptionally  large  number  of  boat 
anglers  have  been  off  during  the  past  week  after  silver 
whiting  and  dabs,  etc.  On  Oct.  11,  the  sea  was  as  calm 
as  a  lake,  and  about  twenty  boats  off,  about  a  mile 
from  the  Kemptown  shore;  a  few  off  "Black  Rock," 
and  five  boats  within  half-a-mile  of  the  shore,  op- 
posite Sussex-square— which  is  a  good  ground  for  plaice 
and  dabs.  On  Oct.  13,  about  thirty  boats  were  off,  from 
half-a-mile  to  two  miles  from  the  Kemptown  shore. 
From  six  to  seven  score  whiting  (silver  and  pout)  have 
been  taken  per  boat,  and  a  number  of  conger,  includ- 
ing one  of  01b.  from  "  Cole's  Hole,"  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  end  of  the  West  Pier.  "  Rock  Toe  "  is 
another  good  fishing  ground,  situate  about  a  mile  from 
the  end  of  the  New  Palace  Pier  (bearing  east).  Only 
a  few  boats  off  yesterday,  and  none  to-day  (Oct.  16th), 
the  sea  being  too  choppy,  with  rain  and  increase  of 
wind  from  the  S.W. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.— On  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Parker, 
Railway  Hotel,  Mr.  Fritsche,  and  myself,  out  with 
Cooper  in  the  Volunteer,  in  two  hours  caught  one  hun- 
dred and  forcy-eight  whiting,  dabs,  and  flounders.  I  saw 
just  abreast  of  us  an  angler,  fishing  from  a  boat,  haul  in  a 
nice  shad,  about  21b.  in  weight,  and  two  local  anglers 
catch  some  nice  whiting,  two  codling,  and  some  eels. 
On  Oct.  13,  fifteen  anglers  of  the  Central  Finsbury 
W.  C,  out  with  Cooper,  had  poor  sport,  as  they  could 
not  fish  until  it  was  nearly  time  to  pack  up ;  all  the 
prizes  were  taken.  Two  rod  anglers  out  early  morning 
had  a  fine  string  of  fish.  Matey  Fisher  with  the 
brothers  Hodge  trawling  had  six  and  a  half  pairs  of 
soles,  whiting,  and  pouts.  This  week-end  will  be 
all  right  for  anglers. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry);— Pollack,  whiting,  and 
gurnard  are  once  more  giving  good  sport  at  and 
around  this  station.  On  one  day  at  Coomaconclane 
four  anglers  had  275  fish.  Weather  much  improved 
and  mackerel  once  more  numerous  inside  the  head- 
lands.—T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Oct.  10— wind  N.W.,  backing  round  to  S.W., 
with  ground  swell  and  water  very  thick.  Mr.  and  Miss 
Bonneywell,  forty  whiting,  codling,  conger  and  pout. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett  landed  with  a  good  basket  of 
mixtures,  while  the  generality  of  boats  landed  with 
poor  takes.  Oct.  11— Wind  N.W.,  light ;  water.smooth 
and  thick  ;  sport  not  very  grand  generally.  Mr.  A.  M. 
Butler  landed  with  eighteen  whiting;,  two  codling, 
thirt)'-six  pouting,  and  two  dog-fish  ;  Mr.  Gunn,  with 
his  two  little  boys,  forty  whiiing,  twenty  codling, 
average  good,  two  small  conger  and  ten  dabs.  Oct.  12  — 
Light  airs,  southerly,  backing  round  to  E. ;  water  still 
vary  thick.  Mr.  E.  Bibsa  and  Charles  Scrivener  and 
friend,  seventy-six  of  mixtures ;  Mr.  Grimer  and  two 
friends  seventy  whiting,  dabs,  and  codling  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Everest,  seventeen  whiting,  six  dabs,  and  one  codling  ; 
Mr.  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Brookbank,  fifteen  score  whiting 
and  three  score  dabs.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Godfrey  and 
Jilr.  Brookbank  and  another  gentleman  landed  with 
seven  .'score  whiting  and  two  score  dabs;  Mr.  Taylor, 
three  and  a  half  score  whiting  and  five  dabs;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bennett,  four  score  whiting,  one  score  and  three 
flat-fish;  Mr.  Ives,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Gunn  landed 
with  a  very  good  take,  while  the  rest  of  the  boats 
landed  with  fair  takes  generally.  Oct  14.— Wind 
S.E.,  fine ;  water  smooth.  Mr.  A.  M.  Butler, 
sixty-seven  whiting  and  thirteen  dabs;  Mr.  Flex- 
man,  seventy-eight  whiting  and  five  dabs;  Mr. 
Scrivener  and  Gowland,  two  hundred  whiting  and 
eighteen  flat  fish,  the  generality  of  them  being  good  ; 
Mr.  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Brookbank,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  mixtures ;  Mr.  Nunn  and  Mr.  Marshall,  two 
days'  fishing,  one  hundred  and  ten  mixtures.  Oct.  15 — 
Calm  first  part  of  day,  light  airs,  easterly;  latter 
part  of  day,  very  fair  takes  of  fish  landed  all  round. 
Oct.  16— Wind  south;  light,  looking  rather  gloomy ; 
not  quite  such  grand  takes  of  fish  landed  ;  with  moder- 
ate weather  the  tides  will  suit  for  all  day  fishing, 
week  end  and  part  of  next  week. — Edwabd  Hangee, 
(Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Recent  pier  catches  have 
proved  very  disappointing,  though  weather  and  water 
have  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  A  few  good 
individual  takes  have  been  made  both  by  day  and 
night,  but  general  results  have  not  been  sati.-.factory. 
Sunday's  visiting  angler.^  included  Mr.  Stallibrass, 
Mr.  Pickup,  Mr.  Potter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  and 
Mr.  Warsop,  but  the  day's  fishing  proved  almost  a 
failure.  Mr.  P.  Neville  Wood,  though  late  upon  the 
scene,  took  about  the  best  catch,  namely,  two  codlings 
and  six  whitings.  Both  decks  of  the  pier  bristled 
with  roda  on  Monday,  fresh  arrivals  comprising 
Mrs,  Hussey,  Mr,  Misbin,  Mr,  and  Mfa.  Busbie,  Mrs, 


Brooks,  Mr.  Correll,  Mr.  HijAchirjg^,  Mr.  and  Mr.s.  A.  B. 
Smith,  Mr.  Hiokmott,  Mr.  Thomfis,  IMr.  Mansfield, 
Mr.  Theakor,  Mr.  Baker,  Miss  Mew,  Mr.  Faujkner, 
Mrs.  Abrahams,  Mr.  Duff,  Mr.  Sparke,  Mr.  (Jhatterton, 
and  many  other  well-known  anglers.    The  whiting 
bit  freely  upon  the  flood  tide,  when  some  good  bags 
wore  made,  and  from  the  upper  deck  about  thirty 
well-conditioned  codling  were  landed.     Mr.  Sparke 
made  a  remarkable  mixed  catch  in  the  course  of  tho 
afternoon,  bringing  up  a  toy  tricycle  seven  inches 
long,  a  large  mattress  spring,  and  a  few  flatfish. 
The  night  fishing  was   far  and  away  the  best  of 
the  present  season,  consisting  of  codling,  whiting, 
and  a  few  silver  eels.    Mr.  Waddell  had  nine  cod- 
ling early  on  Tuesday,    while    later   in  the  day 
Mr.  Black  experienced  fair  sport  among  the  whiting, 
and  Mr.   and  Mrs.   Couzens    landed  .several  good 
codling.      The  total  day's  catch,  however,  fell  far 
short  of  the  previous  day.     Additional  visitors  on 
Wednesday  were   Dr.   Brown,   Mr.   Birchfield,  Mr. 
Briant,  Mr.  Stone,  and  several  others,  but  matters 
ruled  somewhat  alow  with  most  of  them,  especially 
those  patronising  the  promenade  deck.     Scarcely  a 
pollack  has  come  to  hand  during  the  week,  although 
Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  l\Iansfield,  Mr.  Wood,  and  several 
skilled  anglers  have  fished  for  th<'m  upon  all  stages 
of  the  tide.— J.  Richaedson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sport  has  been  backward  all  round.  The 
weather,  however,  has  been  unfavourable,  and  the 
equinoctial  gales  and  consequent  high  seas  probably 
caused  the  fish  to  depart  from  the  usual  fishing 
grounds  at  many  points.  Prospects  now  good,  es- 
pecially for  whiting. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall).  —  Boat  angling  has  been 
at  a  discount  lately,  duo  to  unsettled  weather,  and 
sport  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  harbour, 
where  bass,  mackerel,  and  pollack  have  been  fairly 
abundant. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fish  have  not  been  so  plentiful  during 
this  week  as  last,  and  this  has  been  general  all  up  and 
down  the  coast.  The  mackerel  have  taken  themselves 
off  again,  but  they  may  reappear  at  any  moment. 
There  is  still  some  good  sport  to  be  had  from  off  the 
Promenade  Pier,  and  the  best  is  to  be  obtained  in  the 
evening.  At  this  time  of  the  year  we  get  an  abundance 
of  smelt,  and  they  are  now  being  caught  from  the 
various  wharves  of  the  Great  Western  and  Millbay 
Docks  with  a  rod  and  a  paternoster,  some  fishermen 
using  as  many  as  twelve  hooks  ;  when  they  are  biting 
freely  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  take  a  fish  on  every 
hook.  The  whiting  boats  are  having  good  sport,  and 
fish  are  in  good  condition.  These  are  caught  some 
distance  outside  the  breakwater.  I  notice  a  lot  of 
boats  daily  engaged  with  crab  pots.  There  are  so 
many  places  close  in  shore  where  they  can  be  used  at 
Redding  Point  and  the  coast  of  Mount  Edgcumbe  ; 
at  the  back  and  all  around  the  Island,  underneath  the 
Citidel,  and  all  along  the  coast  line  from  Batten 
Breakwater  to  Bovisand.  There  is,  however,  a  very 
deep  pit  off  Longrooni  where,  if  you  can  strike  it,  you 
get  some  very  big  lobsters  and  crabs.  It  is  about 
twenty  fathoms  deep ;  there  are  also  some  very 
large  pouting  and  blain  (sometimes  called  blind)  to  be 
had,  there  fishing  with  a  chopstick,  but  as  the  tide  runs 
very  strong  you  can  only  fish  for  an  hour  or  so  at  slack 
tide. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Codling  and  whiting  are  very  plenti- 
ful in  the  bay,  and  improving  in  size.  Nearly  all  the 
boats  out,  and  takes  average  from  four  to  ten  score. 
The  harbour  marina  and  iron  pier  have  not  been  quite 
up  to  average,  with  one  notable  exception — Mr.  Stanton 
taking  in  the  early  morning  of  Oct.  14,  sixty-four 
bass  from  the  harbour,  all  good  fish.  Mr.  Laker  on 
the  evening  of  Oct.  15,  landed  a  fine  conger  of  5|lb. 
Wind  S.W.,  strong  and  increasing. — Grey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  having  good  sport 
with  codling,  etc.  Mackerel  have  quite  disappeared 
from  the  bay.  Good  catches  of  cod  over  the  rocks 
and  along  the  coast  may  now  be  counted  upon. — -H. 

Valentia. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  here  at 
pollack,  whiting,  gurnard,  and  bream.  A  few 
mackerel  and  hake  have  been  taken.  The  best  spoit 
was  had  off  Begnish  Island  on  the  ocean  side.  In  the 
Portmagee  direction  sport  is  showing  up  in  all 
depaitments. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — Prospects  for  fishing  are  slightly  improv- 
ing. Two  gentlemen,  named  Simpson  and  Hodge, 
in  boat  Maude,  on  Thursday  (Oct.  10),  caught  off 
Walmer  251b.  of  fish,  comprising  whiting,  cod,  and 
a  conger-eel  weighing  81b.  Water  clear,  and  apparently 
settled forfairweather. — Edward  Burke,  Lord  Nelson. 

Wesrmouth. — Fishing  here  has  not  been  very  good 
during  the  past  week  in  the  bay  ;  easterly  and  north- 
easterly winds  have  prevailed,  and  although  the  sea 
has  been  comparatively  smooth,  very  few  fish  iiave  been 
taken.  In  the  backwater  it  has  been  slightly  different, 
for  some  good  catches  of  bass  have  been  had.  On 
Oct.  16  there  were  some  half-dozeu  anglers  ouWesthani 
Bridge,  and  each  had  about  a  dozen  or  more,  besides 
one  or  two  mullet.  On  Oct.  13,  while  blasting  opera- 
tions were  taking  place  opposite  the  coastguard  station 
at  Weston,  a  large  conger  was  stunned  by  the  explo- 
sion; it  was  captured,  and  when  weighed  turned  the 
scale  at  251b. — "  Sea  Bbeah." 
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AmicablelBVotliers  :  Lapsed  pi-ize  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Punt  match. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Hampton. 

Clapham  Junction  ;  Outing  to  Wargrave. 

Olapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Private  match. 

East  Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Egham. 

Golden  Barbel :  Supper  match. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Kingston :  Pike  competition. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North  London  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

lloyal  Oak  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  JIatch  at  Shiplake. 

Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Burnham-on-Ci  ouch. 
October  21. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Dihdin:  Visit. 

\Yalton :  Punt  competition. 
CetolDsr  22. 

Gresham  :  Holiday  experiences. 
October  23. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Leigh. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  "  Defence  Fund"  concert. 
October  24. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea. 

New  Albion  :  Outing  to  Fordingbridge. 
October  26. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

Forest  Gate  :  Outing  to  Naylands. 

Park :  Benefit  concert. 


Oct.  27. -Cambridge  Heath  Bros. :  Match  at  Windsor. 
„    27. — Dibdin  :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
„    27.— Junior  Piscatorial :  Roving  competition. 
„    27. — Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Naylands. 
„    29.— Gresham:  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 
„    29. — Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
„    29. — Queen's  Piscatorial?  :  Concert. 
„    30. — Eagle:  Supper  and  concert. 
„    31. — Hoxton  Brothers  :  Visit. 
„    31. — Oglander:  Distribution  and  concert. 
Nov.    3. — Brompton  :  Supper  match. 

„     3.— Cosy  :  Duting  to  Shepperton. 

^,     3. — Covent  Garden  :  INIatch  at  Harlow. 

'„      3. — Sundial  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

„     G.— B.S.A  S. :   Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("  Lines  in  IMany  Waters  "). 

„    IG,  17  (?).— B.S.A. S. :  Pier  competition. 

,,    23,  24,  25.— B.S.A. S. :  Competition  at  Deal. 


1Report6  from  Clubs, 


Beports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning, 

AuGLEEs'  Benevolent  Society. — The  committee 
met  on  Oct.  11.  The  usual  business  was  gone  through, 
and  I  ain  pleased  to  say  we  had  no  applications  for 
assistance.  Will  the  trustees  please  attend  on  Oct, 
25.— S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Bbotheeb  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
The  usual  business  was  transacted,  and  Mr.  F.  Wright 
won  the  silver  cup  after  the  usual  three  contests.  Mr. 
Harris  also  had  a  nice  show  of  Thames  roach.  Messrs. 
W  heeler,  A.  Osborne,  and  Ben  Abrahams  had  a  nice 
show  of  ilounders  from  Leigh-on-Sea.  —Ben  Abrahams. 

[Richmond  Comi-etition.] 
Special  notice  to  all  anglers.- Ben's  first  annual  com- 
petition for  a  valuable  collection  of  prizes,  including 
three  special  make  roach-poles,  etc.,  takes  place  at 
Richmond  on  Nov.  24;  one  rod;  all  fish  except  jack, 
pope,  minnows,  and  eels,  are  weighable  ;  all  meet  at 
White  Cross  Hotel,  Waterside,  Richmond,  to  have 
tickets  stamped.  Entrance  fee,  Is. ;  prizes  on  view  at 
the  above  house;  competition  open,  as  usual,  to  all 
comers;  boundary,  Isleworth  Ferry  to  Teddington 
Look  ;  high  tide,  12.24  ;  cease  fishing  at  4.45 ;  weighing 
in  at  5.0  p.m. ;  doors  closed  at  G.15  p.m. ;  signal  to 
start  fishing  from  Ben  ;  we  hope  to  see  a  great  crowd. 
Tickets  sent  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  Is.  Id.,  but 
tickets  can  be  obtained  at  Richmond  on  morning,  of 
several  prominent  angler.s.  Fuller  particulars  can  be 
had  of  Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting-hill- 
gate. — Bex  A:;eahams. 

Amicable  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — Members  please  note  business 
of  importance  next  Wednesday.  The  prize  not  won  on 
Oct.  13  will  be  fished  for,  same  place  and  conditions. — 
G.  Haynes. 

Anchob  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  match  on  Oct.  13 
resulted  in  Mr.  Mohr,  first;  C.  Arrow,  second;  G. 
Mallet,  third ;  and  H.  Hamilton,  fourth  (all  from  the 


Thames).  ]\Iemberswhodid  not  attend  on  Wednesday 
are  reminded  of  punt  match  on  Oct.  20  (l  oviug) ;  also 
of  Central  Visit  on  Moiiday  next  at  above  address, 
when  we  hope  to  get  a  crowded  house. — C.  T.  A. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — We  fish  a  match  on 
Oct.  20,  from  Hampton  Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock, 
bank  only ;  to  go  down  by  the  8.3  train,  and  return  by 
the  8.2G.— A.  De.tonoe. 

Beemondsey  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in  some  nice  shows  of 
fish;  Messrs.  Spider,  G.  Armstrong,  J.  Wigley,  our 
host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  bream,  perch,  and  jack  on  Oct.  2,  also  nice 
show  of  chub  and  roach  on  Oct.  10  ;  largest  chub  31b. 
We  fish  our  October  series  of  prizes  on  the  2Gth ; 
place  to  be  decided  on  the  23rd. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-orescent,  Notting-hill. — On  Oct.  13  Messrs. 
Wilkins,  Yarham,  and  Wilson  weighed  in  some  nice 
roach  and  perch  from  Harefield.  Our  concert  and 
reading  on  Monday  (Oct.  14)  attracted  a  good  muster 
of  anglers,  but  not  so  many  members  of  the  Blenheim 
as  I  expected  to  see.  I  hope  those  who  were  absent 
will  try  and  attend  on  Monday  next  (Oct.  21),  when  I 
shall  make  my  maiden  eSort  with  a  paper  entitled 
"  Odd  Fishing  and  Odd  Fish."  I  have  been  promised 
a  lot  of  talent,  so  anglers  who  wish  for  a  good  enter- 
tainment might  do  worse  than  spend  an  evening  with 
us. — -C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuey  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Grown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Oct.  13, 
Mr.  J.  Drew  and  Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  weighed  in 
perch.  On  Oct.  16,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  books 
open  until  Oct.  23,  when  all  subscriptions  must  be 
paid  without  fail. — T.  Pateenostee. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Since  writing  last  the 
following  members  have  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  Sander, 
chub;  Cecil,  specimen  dace;  and  Moore,  roach,  one 
fish,  lib.  5oz.  We  have  arranged  to  fish  a  supper 
match  with  the  Sundial  Angling  Society  on  Nov.  3,  at 
Shepperton  ;  usual  conditions.  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  as  many  members  as  can  possibly  attend.  We 
have  voted  two  guineas  towards  the  Defence  Fund. — 
H.  Mooee. 

Burlington  Piscatoeials,  Princess  Alexandra, 
Cornwall-road,  W. — Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  state 
of  rivers,  our  members  have  met  with  very  poor  sport, 
the  only  successful  ones  being  Messrs.  Greenhill  and 
Duke.  Will  all  members  attend  on  Monday  (Oct.  21) 
to  discuss  the  advisability  of  changing  our  meeting 
night,  also  other  business. — F.  West. 

Oambeidqb  Heath  Beothees  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — The  following  further  arrangements  have 
been  made  regarding  our  outing  to  Windsor  on  Oct. 
27  : — 9  o'clock  train  from  Paddington,  returning  from 
Windsor  at  7.10  p.m.  All  members  to  meet  at  the 
Waterman's  Arms  before  starting  to  have  their  names 
booked  ;  show  fish  at  same  house  not  later  than  6.30 
p.m.  Gudgeon  will  be  barred  in  the  contest,  but  Mr. 
C.  J.  King  has  given  an  independent  prize  of  5s.  for 
the  gross  weight  of  gudgeon  weighed  in;  size  five 
inches.  Messrs.  W.  Argent  and  C.  Pycroft  have 
volunteered  as  stewards.  We  are  approaching  the 
Great  Western  Railway  with  a  view  of  having  a  saloon 
carriage  attached,  so  hope  to  see  a  good  number  down. 
On  Oct.  13  the  following  members  weighed  in:~ 
Messrs.  J.  Baines,  B.  Sawyer,  jun.,  B.  Smith,  G.  Webb, 
W.  Argent,  and  E.  Argent,  all  roach  ;  W.  Tennison, 
jack. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. —  On  Oct.  13,  Messrs.  Cook, 
Fuller,  Parker,  H.  and  A.  Taylor,  A.  C.  R.  and  R.  G. 
Hoodless,  Elgar,  Painter,  Manor,  and  Marshall  had  a 
miscellaneous  show  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  barbel,  jack, 
and  rudd.  Members  kindly  attend  on  Oct.  14,  on  im- 
portant business.— R.  Marshall. 

Olapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  half- 
yearly  meeting  takes  place  on  Oct.  23,  when  the  books 
must  be  cleared  or  fine  will  be  strictly  enforced.  Our 
eighth  day's  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  20  at  Wargrave ; 
fourteen  prizes,  tow-path  only,  back  waters  barred. 
Train  from  Paddington  9  o'clock,  return  from  War- 
grave,  6.43.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

■  Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Two  lapsed  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  20 ;  open  roving  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh.  The  auditors  tendered  their  report  for  the 
last°  half  year,  the  books  showing  a  good  balance  in 
hand.  The  sum  of  £1  Is.  was  voted  from  the  funds 
towards  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund;  will 
members  who  wish  to  contribute  please  forward  their 
contributions  to  me. — C.  McL. 

CoLEBROOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.— We  had  a  most  enjoy- 
able outing  on  Oct.  13,  at  East  Maldon,  all  the  prizes 
being  taken,  as  follows:  A.  Clayton,  1st,  with  roach 
and  dace ;  F.  Taylor,  2nd,  with  roach  ;  I.  Geach,  3rd, 
with  roach.  We  made  another  new  member  at  our 
last  meeting.— T.  W.  Johnson, 


Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W.— Wo  liave  an  outing 
on  Nov.  3,  at  Shepperton,  from  Shepperton  Lock  to 
Chertsey  Bridge.  'Ihe  first  annual  supper  will  take 
place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  7,  concert  to  follow.  Will 
members  desirous  of  joining  the  A.B.S.  kindly  give  in 
their  names  by  Wednesday  next.  On  Oct.  13  the 
following  weighed  in :  W.  Simpkins,  barbel  and 
bream  ;  and  J.  T.  White,  dace.— J.  White. 

Covent  Garden  Piscatoeial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C— On  Oct.  13,  Mr.  Cutbush  weighed 
in  bream,  largest  31b.  Goz.,  also  jack;  Mr.  John 
Massey  weighed  in  bream,  largest  21b.  9oz.  We  have 
a  competition  at  Harlow  on  Nov.  3  for  three  club 
prizes,  two  private  prizes,  and  one  given  by  our  host, 
Mr.  Staniland,  for  the  largest  roach  of  the  day.  All 
members  to  go  down  by  the  8.5  a.m.  from  Liverpool- 
street,  and  return  by  the  G.54  from  Harlow.  Con- 
ditions— one  rod,-  towpath  only,  and  nothing  under 
|lb.  to  take  a  prize. — 'W. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Oct.  13,  a  few  of  the 
members  were  out.  The  following  weighed  in  :  Messrs. 
Parram,  roach  ;  Baker,  jack  ;  A.  Wild,  roach  and  dace, 
one  roach  scaling  21b. ;  W.  Thompson,  dace ;  Swain, 
roach;  Morgan,  roach.  On  Oct.  15,  a  very  poor 
attendance  ;  a  great  many  members  were  at  the  Club 
Union  distribution  of  prizes  won  at  Shalford,  and 
several  of  my  members  ran  in.  I  shall  bo  pleased  to 
see  a  good  muster  on  Oct.  22nd,  very  important.— S. 
Malby. 

Dibdin  AnGlinq  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town. — We  take  a  visit  on  the 

C.  D.  V.  L.  on  Monday  next,  the  21st  inst.,  when  we 
hope  to  see  a  good  gathering  of  old  friends.  Our 
outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  27,  to  Shiplake,  for  several 
good  prizes. — W.  Elton. 

Duke  of  Noefolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park.  —  Most  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Oct.  13  and  during  the  week. 
Mr.  Barns  nice  show  of  roach.  Several  others  weighed 
in.  On  Oct.  20  a  private  match  takes  place  at 
Marlow. — W.  Tonkins. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.  —  Messrs.  A.  J. 
Bannister  and  J.  Wargent  visited  Pulboro'  on  Oct.  13, 
and  had  some  very  good  sport  with  bream.  Mr.  H. 
W.  Exall  also  had  fair  sport  with  roach  on  the  Thames. 
Prize  outing  takes  place  on  Oct.  20,  at  Egham. — 
E.  Dyball. 

PoEEST  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  following  members  have  weighed  in 
this  week  : — Messrs.  H.  Creoke,  roach,  and  B.  Sargent, 
perch,  best  fish  lib.  12|oz.  and  lib.  9oz.  We  fish  for 
prizes  not  taken  at  last  outing  on  Oct.  20  and  27  at 
Nayland,  one  day's  fish  only  to  weigh. — B.  W.  S. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — The  result 
of  our  outing  to  Shiplake  was  ;  1st,  Mr.  Crow  ;  2nd, 
Mr.  Roach;  3rd,  Mr.  Mowl.  Also  had  fish,  Mr. 
Verity  and  Mr.  Ellins.  We  have  arranged  with  the 
Seymore  Bros,  for  a  saloon  from  Paddington,  on  Oct. 
20,  to  Shiplake  for  our  match— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh,  N.E.— On  Oct.  10  we  had 
our  return  visit,  and  on  the  roll  being  called  thirty-one 
clubs  were  represented.  Mr.  Woodrufi  and  many 
other  prominent  anglers  honoured  us  with  their 
company.  I  have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  angling 
Press,  and  also  all  the  clubs  who  were  represented. 
We  were  favoured  with  a  host  of  talented  artists,  who 
all  deserve  our  best  thanks.  Messrs.  Hunt  and 
Huggett  were  most  efficient  as  chairman  and  vice- 
chairman.    On  Oct.  13  Messrs.  Philpott,  W.  Agombar, 

D.  Marks,  Maybury,  Hartley,  and  Thompson  weighed 
in  roach,  the  latter  having  lOlb.  13oz. — P.  A.  G. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  fished  our  match  at 
Uxbridge  on  Oct.  13.,  when  all  the  prizes  were  taken. 
There  were  no  large  shows,  but  we  had  one  roach  over 
lib.,  taken  by  a  new  angler  on  his  first  outing.  I  must 
ask  the  members  to  remember  that  Christmas  is 
coming,  and  there  will  be  an  outing  to  arrange,  so 
I  hope  they  will  attend.— A.  E.  Payne, 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Several  members  were  out  for  the 
October  competition,  but  few  fish  were  weighed  in 
Mr.  He's  catch  was  the  best.  It  is  important  that 
all  members  should  muster  as  strong  as  possible  on 
meeting  nights. — E.  S.  0. 

Hoxton  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  Oct.  13,  our  outing  to 
Harlow  resulted  in  the  whcle  of  the  prizes  being 
taken,  Mr.  Cole,  1st,  roach;  Mr.  Rolfe,  2nd,  roach; 
Mr.  Smith,  3rd,  perch ;  Mr.  Baily,  4th,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Jones,  5th,  perch ;  Mr.  McGuiness,  6th,  Perch  ;  and 
Mr.  Wiltshire,  7th,  roach.  On  Oct.  15  two  new  working 
members  were  made  and  one  more  proposed.  It  was 
'  also  decided  that  we  take  our  return  visit  on  Oct.  31. 
Mr.  Mike  Hunt,  of  the  Good  Intent,  has  consented  to 
be  chairman,  a  host  of  talent  and  some  well-known 
gentlemen  will  attend,  so  I  trust  we  shall  have  a  good 
visit. — E.  Bishop. 
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Islington  Bhothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Got.  13  :— Mr.  Granfield,  161b.  IQioz. 
roach,  dace,  and  chub,  heaviest  roach  lib.  lOJoz  ;  Mr. 
Herbert,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Blyth,  roach, 
dace,  and  gudgeon;  Mr.  Burwash,  roach,  dace,  and 
gudgeon ;  Mr.  Reeve,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Wilke, 
roach.  The  concert  on  Tuesday  was  a  success,  with 
a  crowded  room.  There  was  a  host  of  talent  too 
numerous  to  mention.  Will  those  clubs  who  have 
had  tickets  kindly  forward  returns  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  we  wish  to  settle.  I  thank  those  anglers  and 
friends  who  supported  us  on  that  night. —  J.  H. 
Heebbet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,    Brunswick-street,   Hackney-road,  N.E.  

Three  interesting  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  Oct. 
20,  particulars  of  which  can  be  had  at  the  club  house. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night 
to  make  arrangements  for  Messrs.  G.  H.  Lee  and  A. 
Caley's  prizes. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatoeial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— The  next  competition  will 
take  place  on  Oct.  27,  to  be  a  rover,  any  public  water. 
During  the  week  Mr.  P.  Sturgess  weighed  in  roach, 
Mr.  S.  Bellchambers  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Freeman 
perch  and  roach.  Mr.  H.  Plegg  was  made  a  member. 
— W.  Feeeman. 

Kingston  Piscatoeial  Society,  Sun  Hotel, 
Kmgston-on-Thames.— A  pike  competition  has  been 
arranged  for  Oct.  20  and  21.  Any  public  water ;  one 
rod  only  allowed ;  no  professional  fisherman  to  assist  • 
fish  to  be  weighed  in  9  to  10  p.m.  Notice  in  writing- 
must  be  sent  to  me  not  later  than  last  post  on  Oct.  19° 
stating  which  day  competitors  intend  fishino- — h' 

LiTTLEWOOD.  ° 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Oct.  13  the  following  showed 
fish  ;— Mr.  Cook,  61b.  4^oz.,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Evens  51b 
njoz.,  roach  and  perch;  T.  Evens,  41b.  2oz.,  roach' 
Mr.  Palmer,  jack ;  Messrs.  Richardson,  W.  Watling' 
Manly  and  Symes  also  having  shows  of  roach  perch' 
and  dace.— W.  Watling. 

New  Albion  Piscatoeial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Oamberwell-grove,  S.B.— Members  had  a  fine 
and  most  enjoyable  day  at  Eastbourne  on  Oct  10 
when  we  fished  the  last  of  our  sea  competitions' 
Members  weighmg  in  were :  Messrs.  J.  W.  Chandler 
131b.  6oz. ;  C.  Davis,  101b.  8oz. ;  P.  T.  Caley  121b' 
?,°r^V.  Schultz,  51b.  12oz. ;  T.  Carter,  171b  12oz  • 
W.  Martm,  131b.  12oz. ;  and  T.  Lee,  51b.  8oz.  Prizes 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  F.  T.  Caley,  Chandler,  Davis, 
and  Carter.  At  the  club,  on  same  evening,  our  chair- 
man, Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  weighed  in  a  splendid  lot 
of  roach,  which,  with  two  small  pike,  turned  the 
beam  at  491b.  There  were  thirteen  roach  over  lib 
and  the  best  was  a  beauty,  18^  inches  long,  and  o-oin<^ 
21b  8oz.— best  this  season.  Mr.  Grimmett  took  thern 
in  his  favourite  water,  the  Hampshire  Avon,  at  Fordin<r- 
bridge.  We  hold  our  nest  competition  on  Oct.  24  at 
this  place,  Mr.  Grimmett  again  kindly  giving  us  the 
water.  Prizes  are :  fifteen  guinea  Challenge  Cup  bv 
president,  J.  Wood:  plate,  £2  2s.,  W.  F.  Grimmett ; 
plate,  £2  2s.,  H.  Padbury  ;  plate,  £1  Is.,  H.  Ebdon  ' 
r  -f^'r  ^L-^®-'  ^-  Emmett;  and  whisky,  10s.  Od  ' 
by  W.  Welling,  for  hon.  members  and  visitors  — 
C  .  E.  Allen. 

T.^?^..v^^^^^^7^^^^"^<^  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C.— Our  outing  for  Mr.  C.  Flegg's 
prizes,  on  Oct.  13,  was  very  successful,  the  priles 
being  taken  in  the  order  named:— 1st,  Mr  F  Metz 
perch,  dace,  and  gudgeon  ;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  Brown" 
gudgeon ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Pournier,  perch  and  gudgeon  ' 
the  latter  also  landed  a  lady's  hand  bag  containing 
cash  and  other  articles.  Mr.  Johnson  also  weighed  in 
a  specimen  dace,  and  Mr.  Haines  roach  and  dace 
1  should  very  much  like  to  see  a  few  more  members 
turn  up  on  Thursday  nights,  as  we  have  a  lot  of 
important  business  to  be  transacted.  On  Oct  14 
Mr.  F.  Metz  weighed  in  a  pike  of  91b.  7oz.  —  J 
Collins. 

Noeth-East  Beothbes  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  Oct.  13  our 
peg-down  match  at  Harlow  was  very  successful,  and 
tlie  result  was  six  prizes  were  taken  with  some  very 
nice  shows  of  fish,  and  the  following  members  met 
with  success:  Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  1st ;  E.  Lamb 


2nd  ;  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  3rd ;  G.  Taylor,  4th ;  F.  GoUand, 
5th  ;  J.  Bennett,  6th.  Also  Mr.  W.  Moore  weighed  in 
a  nice  show  of  roach  out  of  the  match.  On  Oct.  20,  a 
boundary  match  takes  place  for  remaining  two  prizes  at 
Cheshunt  boundar-y,  from  look  to  lock.  All  members 
taking  part  to  go  by  9.13  train  from  Bethnal  Green 
Junction. — G.  Tayloe. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  Oct.  13,  only 
two  members  weighed  in  :  (Mr.  W.  Stretch,  bream  and 
roach;  Mr.  W.  L.  Boorman,  roach  and  perch.  Mem- 
bers are  reminded  of  the  match  on  the  20th  at  Taplow, 
train  from  Paddington  8.45,  to  meet  which  they  must 
catch  the  first  train  from  King's  Cross  at  8.20.  The 
boundary  to  be  settled  on  their  arrival  at  the  river. 
Half  yearly  meeting  on  the  21st,  all  members  are 
requested  to  attend. — H.  Stiietch. 

Oglandee  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  Bast  Dulwich.— The  competition  at 
Windsor  on  Oct.,  13,  was  well  attended,  nineteen  mem- 
bers turning  out ;  the  conditions  were  not  favourable  to 
big  takes,  but  the  prizes  were  won  as  follows :— H.Watts, 
first ;  C.  Dold,  second ;  J.  T.  Coates,  third ;  T. 
Addison,  fourth ;  Messrs.  J.  Moyler,  F.  Smithers,  H. 
Gasson,  G.  Bye,  A.  Harling,  also  weighed  in.  On 
Oct.,  15,  several  letters  were  read,  one  from  E. 
Tachell  (now  at  Mafeking  enclosing  his  sub- 
scription in  Kruger  money),  being  very  gratifying 
as  we  heard  officially  a  short  time  ago  he  had 
been  killed  in  action.;  Mr.  H.  Gasson  very  kindly  paid 
the  subscription,  and  gave  the  coins  over  to  the  com- 
mittee for  two  prizes.  Messrs.  W.  E.  and  A.  W. 
Naylor  generously  offered  to  increase  the  prizes  for 
Oct.  31,  punt-match,  by  adding  two  gold  centre  medals 
and  a  silver  mounted  dressing  comb,  making  six 
prizes  in  all.  Conditions  for  same  are  now  on  notice 
board.  Two  new  members  were  elected  in  Messrs.  R. 
Newstead  and  R.  Sprules.  Distribution  and  concert, 
Oct.  31 ;  musical  directors,  Messrs.  A.  Williams  and 
G.  Cartwright.— W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — The 
remaining  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Jerans.  The  fol- 
lowing also  had  fish :  Messrs.  Nagle,  Barrs,  Birch, 
S.  Crutchett  (roach,  61b.),  and  C.  Friedlander  (roach, 
3|lb.).  On  Wednesday  one  hon.  member  was  elected, 
and  one  working  member  was  proposed.  An  outing  is 
proposed  for  Oct.  27,  and  place  to  be  decided  next 
Wednesday  ;  there  are  six  prizes  for  the  next  outing. — 
Geoege. 

Paek  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Oct.  13,  but  only  two  were  successful,  namely,  Messrs. 
J.  Reitz,  roach  and  bream  ;  and  R.  Carter,  perch.  At 
our  meeting  on  Oct.  15,  Mr.  S.  Rosevear  was  elected  a 
member,  also  three  new  members  were  proposed.  I 
wish  members  would  attend  a  bit  better  on  Tuesday 
nights. — H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— Our  match  at  Cookham  on 
Oct.  18  was  well  attended.  All  had  fish ;  the  prizes  were 
won  by  Messrs.  Tayler,  Mares,  and  Carr  ;  "Nobby" 
said  he  caught  his  with  pieces  of  steak.  We  made  a 
new  working  member  on  Oct.  16. — R.  R. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Oct.  13,  Messrs.  S.  Robinson 
weighed  in  perch,  T.  Fisher  roach,  W.  Payne  roach. 
On  Tuesday  we  held  our  usual  meeting,  little  business 
being  done.  We  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  Oct.  29 ; 
programme  3d.,  which  can  be  had  at  the  above 
house. — P.  Cook. 

KoYAL  Geoege  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Oct.  13,  Messrs.  Pope  and 
Lewes  weighed  in  roach,  barbel,  and  dace.  On  the 
16th  very  few  members  turned  up.  Next  Wednesday 
will  be  a  special  meeting ;  prize-winners  of  our  last 
competition  to  choose  their  prizes,  and  other  special 
business.  Trust  all  members  will  make  an  effort  to 
be  there. — J.  Gibbons. 

Sbymoue  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— The  follow- 
ing weighed  in  roach  on  Oct  13,  Messrs.  Spalding,  Ben 
Smith,  Pennell,  and  Barnes.  Will  all  members  in 
the  match  at  Shiplake  be  up  to  date.  Oct.  20, 
Paddington  Station,  first  train,  saloon  carriage. — W. 
Aldis. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Sea  outing  to 
Burnham-on-Crouch  takes  place  on  Oct.  20;  train 
leaves  Liverpool  Street,  9.22  a.m. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  AngliJes'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  visit  to  the  Firm  and  True  Angling  Society  was 
well  supported  on  Monday  last,  fifteen  societies 
answering  to  the  roll-call — namely.  United  Brothers, 
Anchor  and  Hope,  North  Brixton,  St.  Albans,  Black- 
friars,  Peckham  Brothers,  Bermondsey  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Collingwood,  South  Bermondsey, 
Stockwell,  Oglanders,  Hatcham  Brothers,  Clifton, 
Firm  and  True,  and  Walworth  Waltonians.  The  last- 
named  society  will  in  due  course  take  their  first  visit. 
The  prize  fund  was  increased  by  the  collection  of 
lis.  9d.  during  the  evening.  Will  secretaries  who 
have  not  made  their  returns  kindly  do  so  at  once  to 
enable  me  to  get  my  accounts  re  Wargrave  match 


— T"  

ready  for  the  distribyltJan  p£  prizeb  ftt/tli;  Oglanders. 
—A.  G.  Smith.  ■  i  i  \  f 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Be*  T^i/^/aiiodeBwell- 

road.  Stepney,  E.— Our  ro^litgflpatchwa^VeryBpocess- 
ful,  all  the  eight  prizes  were  takdn.'>  Kir.  C.  Holding 
roach,  1st;  Mr.  G.  .Jolly,  bream,  2nd;  Mr.  F.  Grind- 
rod,  roach,  3rd;  Mr.  P.  Jowson,  scnr.,  bream,  4th; 
Mr,  Johnson,  bream  and  roach,  5th;  i\Ir.  Craythome, 
bream  and  roach,  Gth  ;  Mr.  Clapshaw,  roach  and  perch,' 
7th  ;  Mr.  Huston,  bream  and  roach,  8th.  The  follow- 
ing members  also  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  G.  Chamberlain, 
roach  ;  H.  Smith  and  F.  Jew.son,  junr.,  roach.  The 
lowest  weight  was  over  21b.  Will  members  please 
attend  on  Friday,  Oct.  25,  to  arrange  our  next  match. 
It  was  decided  at  our  last  meeting  to  contribute  to 
the  Andrews  Defence  Fund. — W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Mr.  Jenkins 
saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Oct.  13.  Messrs.  G.  and  R. 
Tirrell  weighed  in  on  Oct.  10.  At  Tuesday's  meeting 
(Oct.  15)  the  chairman  introduced  a  discussion  on  the 
"  Andrews  "  case,  which  was  left  in  abeyance.  Some 
arrangements  were  made  n;  match  with  the  Battersea 
Friendly  A.  S.,  which  no  doubt  will  be  finally  settled 
on  Tuesday  next  (Oct.  22).  The  date  of  the  match  at 
Windsor  is  likely  to  bo  altered,  as  it  was  thought  that 
the  club  match  could  be  fished  on  the  date  fixed  for 
the  competition  with  the  above  society.  Will  all 
members  take  note  thaf  their  presence  is  needed  next 
meeting  night. — A.  P. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. —  During  the  week  Messrs. 
Holt,  French,  and  Stonebridge  weighed  in  roach, 
perch,  and  dace.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at 
Shepperton  on  Nov.  3,  when  we  shall  fish  a  supper 
match  against  the  Brompton  Angling  Society. — J.  S. 
F.  Webb. 

Victoria  Beothehs  Angling  Society,  Princesa 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Oct.  13 
we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames ;  and 
our  outing  on  Oct.  6  was  not  quite  a  success,  only  two 
prizes  being  taken  in  the  following  order  :  S.  Austin, 
1st ;  J.  Toothill,  2nd.  There  are  still  three  prizes  to 
be  fished  for.  Will  all  members  please  note  the 
Defence  Fund  concert,  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  23, 
when  we  hope  to  sec  a  good  roomfuL 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
have  had  fish :  On  Sept.  15,  Mr.  Betts,  roach ;  Mr. 
Glaseve,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  ;  Mr.  Wal- 
ton, roach.  On  Sept.  22,  Mr.  Walton,  roach;  Mr. 
Clegg,  roach  and  dace.  On  Sept.  29,  Mr.  Betts,  roach! 
On  Oct.  13,  IMr.  Clegg,  roach.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Oct.  15.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  next  Tuesday  evening,  when  the  arrange- 
ments take  place  for  our  next  match. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest -road,  Walthamstow. — We  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  on  Oct.  13,  by  Messrs.  Osment,  Thomson, 
Gover,  Clarke,  Knight,  Flint,  Howell,  and  Rumball.' 
I  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  our  next  outing  next 
week.    Nearly  all  Mrs.  Benny's  tickets  are  sold. — M. 

SCHOCKE. 

Walton  Angling  Association,  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Walton-on-Thames. — We  hold  our  last  punt  competi- 
tion of  the  year  on  Oct.  21,  for  three  prizes,  £2,  f  1, 
10s.  Fishing  2  o'clock  until  5.  Entries  close  at 
Anglers'  Hotel  on  Satui'day  (Oct.  19)  at  9  p.m.  A 
supper  and  concert  will  be  held  after  the  competition. 
Mr.  G.  Edmonds  has  this  week  weighed  in  a  fine  roach, 
lib.  9Joz.,  and  has  also  secured  a  jack,  taken  with 
bread-crust  on  a  No.  10  hook. — H.  E.  Newby. 

Waewick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shemhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Oct.  13  our  outing  to 
Manningtree  resulted  in  three  prizes  being  taken, 
leaving  six  to  be  still  competed  for  by  members  who 
signed  book.  A  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  rod  of 
Mr.  Hows ;  Odart,  jack  and  roach  ;  Cayley,  roach ; 
Calicut  No.  2,  perch.  Will  members  please  attend 
and  make  themselves  financial.  On  Thursday  it  was 
agreed  to  levy  each  member  Is.  for  the  Andrews 
Defence  Fund,  to  be  paid  by  Oct.  31. — Pickwick. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  the  13th  we  had  a  good  show  of 
bream,  roach,  and  jack  by  ilr.  Lee  and  Mr.  St\-man. 
I  hope  members  will  not  forget  the  October  monthly 
prize.    Gross  weight  of  all  fish. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Sport  was  exceed- 
ingly bad  among  our  members  on  Oct.  13.  Small 
shows  of  fish  were  weighed  in  by  the  following — 
Messrs.  Pethurst  and  A.  W.  Hartt,  bream ;  Hall, 
Newton,  jun.,  and  Seal,  roach.  The  boundary  of  our 
match  at  St.  Margaret's  on  Nov.  17  is  from  St.  Mar- 
garet's Bridge  to  the  Watercress  Beds. — R.  Pethuest. 

WiDNES  Angling  Association,  Mersey  Hotel, 
Widnes. — We  have  on  our  cards  an  outing  to  Little 
Budworth  on  Saturday,  Oct.  19,  and  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  24  and  Saturday,  Oct.  26,  we  hold  om-  first  annual 
championship  in  club  waters  at  Kingsley.  There  will 
be  about  six  prizes.  The  first  is  a  prize  which  would 
be  a  credit  to  any  angling  society — a  complete  angler's 
outfit,  presented  by  one  of  our  presidents.  Colonel 
Hall  Walker,  M.P.— Thos.  Coupe. 
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mtist  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Alliance  Society  have  made  rapid  progress  since 
their  removal  to  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Newhall-street. 
This  club  at  one  time  was  alwavs  partial  to  canal 
fishing  whenever  they  had  a  contest  to  decide,  but 
lately  they  have  been  disposed  to  fish  their  annuals  off 
in  a  river  ;  still  a  trace  of  the  old  love  remains, 
which  was  noticeable  on  Oct.  13  when  thev  decided  to 
fish  their  bye-contest  off  in  the  canal  at  Stourport  for  a 
number  of  very  nice  prizes.  This  canal  in  some  parts  is 
preserved,  aud  it  was  expected  that  sport  would  be  good, 
but  matters  were  just  the  opposite,  and  sport  was  very 
poor  j  the  first  winner  was  Mr.  A.  Sanders.— The  St. 
Paul's  Society  distributed  their  prizes,  won  in  their 
late  contest  at  Fradley,  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the 
Chapel  Hotel,  Great  Charles-street.  The  distribution 
was  preceded  by  the  usual  smoking  concert,  which 
was  a  great  success  and  much  appreciated  by  a  large 
number  of  members.— The  Lamp  Society  have  made 
arrangements  to  hold  their  annual  smoking  concert  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  their  society  on  Oct.  20  next,  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Station-street.  A  large  number  of 
tickets  are  out,  and  the  affair  promises  to  be  a 
great  success.— The  Rose  and  Crown  Societv  are  also 
making  arrangements  to  hold  another  concert  at  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Snow-hill.  Pike  fishing  is  now  being 
followed  by  a  large  number  of  our  members,  but  so  far 
very  little  has  been  done,  although  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  best  waters  have  been  visited.  Some  of  the 
canals  have  been  furnishing  some  sport  with  small 
jack;  one  member  of  the  Rose  afid  Crown  Club 
caught  seven  from  the  Stratford  Canal,  the  total 
weight  being  221b.  The  fish  run  small,  but  this  canal 
is  well  stocked,  and  those  who  have  no  private 
water  and  want  a  bit  of  sport,  should  try  this 
canal,  which  is  easy  of  access  to  all  Midland 
Anglers.  Perch  fishing  is  just  now  very  good  on  the 
Severn  and  Avon  ;  a  fish  SJlb.  was  taken  lately  from  the 
former  river  and  has  been  sent  to  Cooper's,  at  London, 
for  setting  up,  and  will  when  done  adorn  the  walls  of 
the  Garrison  Lane  Society.  Several  others  have  also 
been  sent  to  be  set  up.  Roach  are  still  taking  the 
stewed  wheat  in  the  Avon,  but  no  large  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  bream  have  been  off  the  feed  during  the 
past  week.  We  have  had  some  slight  showers  with 
very  foggy  nights  and  mornings,  but  during  the  mid- 
day we  have  had  some  nice  bright  weather. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Fine  autumn  weather  prevails,  and  anglers  just  now 
are  having  an  uninterrupted  spell  of  sport.  Little  has 
been  done  amongst  roach,  as  the  waters  are  too  low 
and  clear  for  successful  operations  in  this  particular 
branch,  especially  so  far  as  regards  the  Withani. 
Bream,  however,  continue  to  exhibit  svmptoms  of 
hunger,  and  the  falling  off  of  sport  amongst  the  red 
fins  has  been  fully  compensated  for  by  the  increased 
sport  amongst  bream.  Anglers  have"  done  best  by 
fishing  with  a  bunch  of  maggots  in  the  deeps  between 
Anton  Gowts  and  the  Grand  Sluice  at  Boston.  Both 
here  and  on  the  Dogdyke  lengths  of  the  Witham,  fish 
scaling  up  to  4Jlb.  have  been  captured.  Tench  have 
also  given  unlimited  sport,  and  many  fish  have  been 
captured  varying  in  weight  from  l^lb.  to  3Ib.  Where 
proper  regard  has  been  paid  to  ground  baiting,  and 
care  exercised  in  the  selection  of  tackle,  a  few  passable 
"  takes  "  of  roach  have  been  secured  from  the  minor 
drains  in  the  Boston  district.  On  the  Forty-foot  at 
Donington  Bridge,  one  rodster  captured  upwards  of 
fifty  red  fins  on  Monday,  but  not  a  single  fish  weighed 
upwards  of  Jib.  Pike  fishing  in  this  river  has  been 
prosecuted  witli  a  degree  of  success  in  some  places 
where  the  water  is  clear  of  weed.  A  brace  captured  on 
Tuesday  with  live-bait  weighed  respectively  71b.  and 
51b.,  and  those  are  the  only  ones  which'  have  come  up 
to  decent  proportions  during  the  last  fortnight.  The 
great  desideratum  just  now  is  rain,  and  untirthis  falls 
roach  fishing  will  continue  at  a  discount. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  has  only  been  moderate  in 
the  upper  waters  of  late,  but  below  Hempholme,  in 
the  tidal  waters,  anglers  have  done  much  better, 
and  one  angler  on  Saturday  last  had  a  very  good 
catch  of  over  a  stone  of  nice  roach  with  pearl 
barley,  his  best  fish  going  about  lib.;  on  Friday 
(Oct.  11),  at  Wawne,  Mr.  J.  Cheesemau  took 
seventeen  good  roaoh  with  paste,  best  fish  weighing 
14oz. ;  and  on  Monday,  at  Figham,  Mr.  R.  Clark  had 
ten  good  fish  with  maggot,  best  scaling  about  lib.— The 
Hull  City  Angling  Association  visited  the  Swing  Bridge 
district  to  fish  their  fourth  match  of  the  season,  Mr. 
Arthur  Marshall  securing  the  first  prize  with  51b.  loz. ; 
Mr.  Fred  Steele,  second,  31b.  lOoz. ;  and  Mr.  S.  Marl- 
ing third  with  21b.  IJoz.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association  wound  up  their  season  on  the  river 
Ludd,  at  Firebeacon,  and  did  fairly  well,  Mr.  H. 
Wharram   taking   first   honours   with    41b.  5oz., 


and  Mr.  G.  Chicken  second  with  31b.  OJoz.  ; 
the  Wednesday  Angling  Association,  of  Hull', 
visited  Brigg,  and  fished  their  last  match  on  the 
river  Ancholme,  and  although  it  rained  almost 
incessantly  during  the  time  on  the  day  in  question, 
some  very  fair  sport  was  participated  in.  Mr. 
O.  Barrick  weighing  in  91b.  Goz.  for  first  prize,  Mr. 
Samuel  King  (the  president)  71b.  10|oz.  for  second,  and 
Mr.  W.  Chapman  Gib.  8oz.  for  third.  Mr.  J.  B. 
Lawrence  is  the  winner  of  the  Association  Gold  Cross 
for  most  points  during  the  past  season,  and  Messrs.  0. 
Barrick  and  W.  Chapman  the  first  and  second  aggregate 
prizes.  Mr.  H.  W.  Woollock  is  the  winner  of  the 
Waltonian  Angling  Society's  gold  medal  for  1901, 
Mr.  E.  Allison  coming  in  second  ;  and  at  their  last 
match,  Messrs.  T.  Gray,  A.  Shillits,  and  R.  Stone  were 
successful  in  winning  the  first  three  prizes. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Widues  Angling  Society  are  having  an  outing  to 
Little  Budworth  to-day.  On  Oct.  24  and  26  their  first 
season  will  be  closed  with  a  championship  competition 
in  club  waters.  Six  prizes  are  offered,  the  first  being 
a  complete  angler's  outfit  presented  by  Colonel 
Walker,  M.P.  Bather  a  large  item  to  offer  as  a  prize. 
Did  any  angler  have  at  any  time  a  complete  outfit '? 
Only  a  few  coarse  fish  are  reported  from  the 
Bollin,  but  this  river  is  getting  in  good  order, 
and  by  this  week-end  should  be  in  the  best 
possible  condition.  Mr.  Marston's  diagnosis  of  the 
Palmer  r.  Andrews  case  has  found  favour  in  the 
eyes  of  many  intelligent  men  in  this  county. 
It  IS  pleasing  to  learn  that  we  are  not  likely  to 
have  any  repetition  of  the  withdrawal  of  anglers' 
privilege  tickets  at  holiday  times  as  was  the  case  at 
several  stations  this  year.  Mr.  J.  Lovell  is  the  for- 
tunate winner  of  the  challenge  cup  offered  by  the 
Stockport  County  Anglers'  Association.  The  cup, 
medals,  and  other  prizes  are  to  be  presented  at  the 
association  concert.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  so  many 
anglers  will  trespass,  and  to  such  an  extent  is  this  un- 
desirable practice  in  evidence  that  some  very  drastic 
measures  are  likely  to  be  taken  in  Cheshire  to  put  a 
stop  to  it  by  law.  Our  rivers  are  in  much  better  con- 
dition generally  by  recent  rains,  but  even  now  are  not 
what  we  want  them.  Coarse  fish  taken  are  not  in  the 
condition  usual  in  the  autumn. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Somewhere  about  a  year  ago  a  very  fine  specimen  of 
English  carp  was  reported  to  have  arrived  in  this  city. 
Further  particulars  stated  that  it  was  caught  in 
Cheshire,  and  had  been  forwarded  to  London  to  be 
"setup."  Fur  the  sceptics  who  did  not  accept  the 
statement  that  this  specimen  weighed  141b.  there  is 
now  a  chance  of  inspecting  the  same  fish,  as  it  is  now 
on  view  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society,  Saw  Mill  Tavern,  Chapelfield-road,  and  friend 
Amos  Turner  is  well  pleased  to  own  such  a  specimen. 
Death  has  again  been  busy  in  this  city,  and  this  time 
has  removed  another  of  the  old  and  respected  district 
anglers,  Mr.  James  Brooks.  For  many  years  he  was 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Francis  I'rancis  Angling  Society, 
and,  after  holding  one  business  engagement  for  up- 
wards of  fifty  years,  tackled  up  at  the  ripe  a^e  of  76 
years,  deeply  regretted.  To-morrow  the  Beswick  and 
District  Angling  Society  will  wind  up  the  season  with 
a  match  against  the  Cricketers'  Rest  Angling  Society, 
at  High  Lane,  Poynton.  The  Plulme  Welcomb  Angling 
Society  announce  that  the  president  has  givtn  a  gold 
medal  for  the  heaviest  fish  in  their  second  competition. 
Their  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  the  25th  at 
headquarters.  A  fine  carp  of  61b.  has  been  taken  from 
Drinkwater  Park,  one  -of  the  private  waters  of  the 
Moss  Side  Socials.  On  the  23rd  this  society  will 
discuss  and  certainly  adopt  a  programme  of  extensive 
stocking.  The  Sun  Angling  Society  announce  a 
successful  contest  to  wind  up  the  season.  Mr.  G. 
Dickenson  secured  the  first  prize.  The  Duchy  Auglint^ 
Society  are  preparing  for  a  monster  smoking  concert 
at  headquarters,  the  occasion  being  the  formal  pre- 
sentation of  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  which 
is  now  ready  for  its  new  home.  The  1201b,  skate  about 
which  so  much  has  been  said  and  which  was  caught  at 
Ballycotton  is  not  such  a  giant  after  all.  Mr.  Brown 
of  this  city  can  beat  that  weight  by  501b. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  reached  very  nearly  the  normal 
height  of  summer,  and  chyb  anglers  are  seriously 
thinking  of  bringing  into  play  the  deadly  winter  bait 
of  pith  and  brains.  Since  our  last  report  many 
pike  appear  to  have  fallen  to  the  attractions  of 
the  live-bait,  especially  in  the  Kelham  and  Shelford 
districts.  At  Burton  Joyce,  Mr.  W.  Winfield,  of 
the  Notts  Anglers'  Association,  has  secured  three, 
and  threes  and  fours  have  come  to  hand  from 
Sawley,  and  Shardlow,  where  Messrs.  T.  Lewis  and 
W.  Stansfield,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  have 
scored,  using  gentles,  amongst  chub  and  dace.  Many 
exceptionally  large  dace  have  been  shown  from  West 
Stoke,  and  anglers  patronising  the  Rolleston  waters 
have  creeled  a  fair  quantity,  employing  a  small  bunch 
of  gentles  in  the  streams.  Reports  to  hand  from  King's 


Mills  speak  of  chub  and  pike  showing  sport,  the  latter 
to  the  "  spinner."  The  oldest  club  in  our  district, 
the  Radford  Victoria,  held  their  annual  dinner 
and  prize  distribution  at  headquarters  last  Saturday 
evening.  Forty-live  members  partook  of  a  splendid 
repast  served  under  the  auspices  of  Councillor  Lovett, 
the  popular  host  of  the  Victoria,  and  afterwards  the 
awards  were  made  as  follows :  Barbel— 1st,  H.  Atkin- 
son, 51b.  4ioz.  ;  2nd,  A.  Frcttingham,  21b.  14Joz. 
Chub— 1st,  H.  Wales,  31b.  IJoz ;  2ud,  W.  Bellfield, 
21b.  4 Joz.  ;  3rd,  S.  Bellfield,  ifb.  9Joz.  Bream— 1st,  G. 
Woodcock,  31b.  4^oz.  ;  2nd,  T.  Palin,  21b.  13|oz.;  3rd,  J. 
Mil  ward,  21b.  Cfoz.  Roach— 1st,  W.  Keys,  lib.  5Joz. ; 
2nd,  T.  Neale,  13oz. ;  3rd,  S.  Shaw,  llf  oz.  Dace— 1st, 
T.  Skidmore,  7f  oz. ;  second  and  third,  tie,  between 
J.  Mc Williams  and  F.  Read.  Perch — 1st,  J.  Eraser, 
lib.  loz. ;  2nd,  G.  Atkinson,  12oz.  ;  3rd,  C.  Smith. 
Bleak  — 1st,  J.  Cotterill ;  2nd,  G.  (Sell;  3rd,  H. 
Gee.  Other  local  clubs  have  also  distributed  their 
prizes  for  the  summer  season,  which  usually  ends  with 
the  departure  of  the  City  Goose  Fair  Carnival. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  very  busy  during  the  past  week, 
the  weather  beautiful.  The  water  very  low  in  all  the 
rivers  except  the  Severn,  which  has  been  slightly 
discoloured,  and  had  a  rise  on  of  about  six  inches. 
Under  the  Deanery  walls  one  angler  caught  a  chub 
weighing  41b.  lOoz.,  and  another  angler,  in  the  same 
water,  had  one  of  31b.  8oz.  Mr.  A.  Dyson,  secretary 
of  the  Sabrina  Club,  trolling  a  little  lower  down  the 
river,  caught  a  beautiful  perch  of  31b.  Coz. ;  this  fish 
is  being  set  up.  On  Thursday  (Oct.  10),  at  Upton-on- 
Severn,  Mr.  John  Weaver  caught,  while  fishing  just 
above  the  bridge,  a  remarkably  fine  eel,  its  total 
length  being  44^  inches,  girth,  lOJ  inches,  and  weight, 
71b.  2oz.  It  had  a  nice  small  head,  and  is 
a  perfect  specimen  of  the  silver  eel.  Some  of 
our  anglers  have  commenced  pike  fishing  in  earnest, 
and  some  good  sized  fish  were  taken  between 
Camp  Weir  and  Lenchford,  and  over  a  dozen  21b.  and 
under.  In  the  Avon  at  Twyiiing  one  angler  caught 
thirteen  pike  on  Oct.  13.  J.  Monkland,  Working 
Men's  Club,  caught  one  good  fish  at  Birlingham  and 
four  fine  bream.  IMr.  Walter  Carey,  of  the  same  club, 
had  two  good  pike  in  the  Avon  at  Wyre.  Roach  fish- 
ing in  some  parts  of  the  Severn  has  been  very  good, 
stewed  wheat,  paste,  and  maggots  being  successfully 
used  as  baits  ;  one  angler  had  nine  dozen,  others  good 
baskets  of  fish  running  from  41b.  to  91b.  weight.  Dace 
have  also  taken  the  maggot  well,  both  in  the  Severn 
and  Teme,  and  some  capital  creels  of  fish  have 
been  brought  home.  JMessrs.  L.  Heynes,  L.  P.  Higgs, 
and  others  of  the  Malvern  Anglers,  fishing  their  club 
water  at  Leigh,  on  the  Teme,  had  capital  sport  among 
the  grayling  and  dace  with  the  fly  on  Thursday  (Oct  10) 
and  Friday  (Oct.  11).  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  caught  a  fine 
basket  of  grayling,  Mr.  T.  Brewer  had  a  nice  lot,  and 
others  three  to  four  brace  each  with  the  maggot. 
Fishing  contests  among  the  clubs  are  nearly  over. 
The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  had  a 
competition  on  Saturday  (Oct.  12).  Mr.  H.  Glover,  1 ; 
Mr.  H.  Knight,  2  ;  Mr.  T,  Knight,  3  ;  Mr.  T.  Fletcher,  4. 
The  weatlier  was  unfavourable,  and  'the  take  of  fish 
small.  The  York  House  Club  had  a  contest  at 
Kempsey,  the  weather  wet  and  very  windy,  and  water 
very  rough.  Mr.  Alf.  Elt,  21b.  4joz.,  1 ;  Mr.  W.  P. 
Rylands,  7Joz.,  2;  Mr.  E.  W.  Tyler,  7oz.,  3.  The 
committee  of  the  Worcester  and  Di.strict  Angling 
Association  met  at  the  Berkeley  Arms  Hotel  on  Friday 
evening  (Oct.  11)  and  arranged  for  the  distribution  of 
prizes  to  the  successful  contestants  in  the  late  inter- 
club  contest,  to  take  place  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn, 
High-street,  on  Friday  evening,  Oct.  25. — A  fishing 
case  of  much  interest  came  before  a  full  bench  of 
magistrates  at  Pershore.  Two  Worcester  anglers,  Mr. 
H.  Wood  and  L.  Knight,  were  charged  by  ]\Ir.  K.  Spiers, 
of  the  Railway  Inn,  Defflord,  with  illegal  fishing  in  the 
Avon  at  Birlingham,  the  fishing  riglits  of  which  he 
claimed.  He,  Mr.  Spiers,  said  he  rented  the  fishing  from 
Mr.  E.  Smith,  whose  family  had  rented  the  fishing  from 
Lord  Coventry  for  some  years.  Mr.  W.  H.  Russell,  of 
Cheltenham,  appeared  for  Lord  Coventryand  Mr.  Spiers, 
and  Mr.  Baker,  of  Pershore,  represented  the  defendant. 
A  number  of  deeds  and  rent  rolls,  etc.,  were  put  in,  and  a 
lot  of  eviden  ce  taken ,  but  was  not  suflicient  to  prove  Lord 
Coventry's  right  to  the  fishery  in  that  part  of  the  river 
Avon.  Nor  were  they^ible  to  disprove  Mr.  R.  Wood- 
ward's manorial  rights  in  Birlingham,  who  claimed 
the  sporting  and  fishing  rights  in  that  parish,  and  had 
leased  the  Brickkiln  Meadow,  in  which  the  alleged 
illegal  fishing  had  taken  place,  to  Mr.  S.  Phelps, 
together  with  the  sporting  and  fishing  rights,  the  deeds 
of  whicl^  wore  produced.  After  Mr.  Phelps  had  given 
evidence,  the  chairman  (General  Davies)  said  the 
bench  were  of  opinion  they  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the 
matter,  and  must  stop  the  case.  Much  satisfaction  at 
the  result  was  expressed  by  the  spectators  in  the 
crowded  court  and  the  group  of  interested  anglers 
outside. 


American  Books.— A  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  variou* 
departments  o(  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  MarstoU 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  BoUie,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


October  19,  1901 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  16,  at  8  p.m., 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  in  the  chair,  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.    The  secretary 
read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,    Deal,    Eastbourne,   Penzance,  Southwold, 
Southend,    Margate,  Clacton-on-Sea,  and  a  special 
report  from    Mr.  R.   C.   Graham  at  Dover  that 
a   14^1b.   bass   had   been  caught,  that  there  was 
plenty  of  whiting  about,  and  that  fishing  was  now 
allowed  from  the  top  of  the  pier.    Among  the  verbal 
reports  from  members,  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon  had  been 
fishing  at  Deal  and  taken  six  and  a  half  score  whiting, 
a  score  of  them  up  to  lib.  and  l^lb.,  ten  dabs,  two 
plaice,  and  noticed  enormous  quantities  of  small 
whiting.    IMr.  Pickup,  at  Deal,  had  two  score  (121b.) 
whiting,  three  codling  of  lib.,  IJlb.,  and  IJlb.,  and 
called  attention  to  the  extraordinary  nimaber  fishing 
from  the  pier,  sixty-five  rods  being  seen  at  once, 
and  for  some  days  an  average  of  sixty.     Mr.  Bates 
has  been   for  some  weeks    fishing  at    Looe  and 
at  Lowestoft.    At  Looe  he  caught  4001b.  weight  of 
pollack,  the  heaviest  one  of  101b.  ;  found  mackerel  a 
good  bait ;  worms  plentiful.    At  Lowestoft,  after  the 
first  week,  found  plenty  of  fish ;   one  take,  whiting, 
twenty-five  score,  weights  up  to  IJlb.    The  takes  of 
whiting  had   been   phenomenal.     Mrs.   Bates  had 
found  good  sport  from  the  piers,  taking  five  score  of 
whiting  up  to  fib.,  some  over.    One  man  took  seventy- 
five  of  from  Jib.  to  fib.  in  an  hour,  three  codling  of 
about  Ijlb.  oft"  pier,  and  one  of  IJlb.  from  the  beach. 
Mr.  J.  1£.  Basten,  at  Ballycotton,  found  weather  very 
■  bad,  but  as  the  sea  went  down  quickly  had  some  good 
sport.  •  He  had  ten  score  of  whiting,  some  of  2ilb., 
and  twelve  score  of  gurnard  and  bream  on  one  day. 
On  the  various  days  caught  gurnard,  red  and  grey, 
codling,   whiting,  scad,   a  spurdog  of  121b.,  hake, 
bream,  pouting,  and  skate.    Of  the  latter  had  very 
good  sport  with  a  251b.  skate,  who  obviously  dis- 
liked the  light,    as    he    fought    on    the  surface 
viciously.     Bait    being  scarce  upon  another  day, 
used  smaller  hooks  in  the  endeavour  to  take  a  few 
whiting,  but  hooked  what  was  suspected  to  be  rock. 
Upon  bringing  a  steady  strain  upon  the  line  found  it 
lift  a  foot,  and  upon  continuing  to  haul  in  the  line 
brought  to  the  surface  an  enormous  skate,  pulled  it 
along  side  the  boat,  but  in  the  endeavour  to  gaff  it, 
missed.    Fearing  for  the  old  brass  wire  paternoster 
let  him  go  to  the  bottom  again  giving  him  no  rest,  as 
old  experience  had  taught.    About  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  after  hooking  succeeded  in  getting  him  to  the  sur- 
face and  into  the  boat,  two  gafisbeingused.  Upon  getting 
the  boat  alongside  a  collier  in  the  harbour  weighed  the 
fish  in  her  scales,  two  501b.  weights  would  not  do  ;  it 
finally  scaled  121Jlb. ;  upon  examination  found  an  old 
long  line  hook  in  the  mouth.  The  hooks  and  tackle  with 
which  it  was  taken  were  handed  round.    Mr.  Bates 
reported  his  son  had  taken  many  bream  at  Penzance, 
a  number  running  up  to  3|lb.  and  4ilb.,  also  a  shark, 
six  feet  long.    The  chairman  added  to  Mr.  Basten's 
account  the  statement  that  the  big  skate  was  easily 
boated  by  listing  gunwale  to  water ;   noticed  the 
absence  of    coalfish  this  year    but  expressed  his 
intention  of   trying   the  place    again   next  year. 
The  secretary  announced  that  certificates  had  been 
handed  in  under  the  Sarcelle  cup  competition  for 
specimen  fish  from  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten  for  a  skate 
weighing  121  Jib.,  and  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Norman  for  a 
whiting  caught  at  Ballycotton  weighing  21b.  8oz. ; 
also  that  the  month's  elections  of  new  members  to  date 
amounted  to  seventy-five.    The  customary  toast  of 
success  to  the  society  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 

W.  H.  W.  Gbove,  Secretary. 


LIVERPOOL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


Our  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  (Oct. 
10)  at  the  Stork  Hotel,  Queen-square,  and  was  attended 
by  most  of  our  members.  Another  gentleman  has 
been  enrolled,  and  two  more  outings  have  been  arranged 
for — one  for  nest  Thursday  when  we  fish  for  three- 
prizes  at  Bangor-on-Dee,  the  particulars  of  which  will 
be  forwarded  in  due  course.  The  atmosphere  continues 
singularly  warm  and  mild,  and  our  streams  are  now 
in  fair  fishing  order.  As  an  instance  of  the  summer- 
like weather  it  may  be  stated  that  the  writer,  whilst 
fishing  quite  recently  on  the  Dee,  saw  a  kingfisher 
skimming  over  the  water,  whilst  a  dragon-fly  and 
several  butterflies  flew  over  the  banks  of  the  river. 
The  autumnal  foliage  is  now  at  its  best,  and  taken 
altogether  the  Indian  summer  we  are  now  experiencing 
is  most  enjoyable.  What  is  now  wanted  is  a  xjinch  of 
frost  in  the  air,  and  the  long-looked  for  grayling  fishing 
will  be  all  right.  Latest  advices  point  to  a  very  suc- 
cessful wind-up  of  the  salmon  fishing  on  the  Border 
Esk,  and,  as  prophesied  some  weeks  ago  through  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  we  shall  certainly 
have  the  best  back-end  fishing  on  the  border  streams 
this  year  that  has  been  experienced  for  many  moons 

past.  ROSICEUCIAN. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting.  Mr.  E.  Knowles  Foreman  related  his  ex- 
periences on  the  Deveron,  where  he  had  had  excellent 
sport  amongst  the  trout.  Ho  killed  also  a  salmon  of 
1.31b.;  a  friend,  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  fishing  with 
him  had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  one  of  221b.  on  a 
trout  cast.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  took  some  good 
pollack  off  Deal  pier,  but  Captain  A.  E.  Hayward 
Pinch  did  nothing  worthy  of  recording  at  Uxbridgc. 
Mr.  H.  Harden  took  three-and-a-half  brace  of  grayling 
from  the  Kennet,  and  Mr.  Frank  Ward  two-and-a-half 
brace,  the  killing  fly  being  the  Pale  Yellow  Dun. — 
M.  G.  E.  DE  C. 


GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mb.  C.  S.  Bentley  presided  at  the  meeting  of  Tues- 
day last.  The  reports  of  fishing  during  the  previous 
week  were  a  great  improvement  on  the  experience  of 
the  last  few  weeks.  Leigh  baa  been  much  patronised, 
and  most  members  had  fish,  though  not  great  in 
number.  Mr.  Clarke  captured  twenty-seven  flounders, 
etc.  Messrs.  Gray,  Connellan,  Borthwick,  Hicks,  and 
Gill  each  a  few  fish.  Mr.  Buckingham  and  friend  one 
day  321b.  weight.  Mr.  Chasteney  and  Mr.  Eldred 
about  a  dozen  or  so  each.  Mr.  Gibson,  writing  from 
Deal,  reports  taking  in  four  days  ninety-two  whit- 
ing, eight  codling,  fifteen  dabs,  seven  pout,  etc. 
This  is  not  good  for  Deal,  but  the  spring  tides 
prevented  any  fishing  far  from  the  shore.  The  dabs 
were  very  fine  ones.  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders  had  some 
very  fair  pike  fishing  and  Mr.  Gray  and  others  have 
visited  Kelvedon,  but  the  water  there  is  much  in  need 
of  a  flood.  Mr.  Beamont  and  Mr.  Gilbert  had  some 
six  score  very  nice  whiting  from  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
Mr.  Church  pike  from  the  Medway.  Messrs.  Norman 
and  Basten  gave  most  interesting  reports  of  their 
sea-fishing  experiences  at  Ballycotton,  and,  though  they 
were  badly  handicapped  by  the  want  of  bait,  captured 
some  very  heavy  fish,  whiting  up  to  2^1b.,  hake  81b., 
large  bream,  scad,  etc.  The  skate  taken  by  Mr. 
Basten  reported  last  week  weighed  more  than 
120Jlb.,  that  amount  representing  all  the  weights 
obtainable,  and  it  was  considered  that  the  fish 
when  first  taken  from  the  water  would  have 
weighed  fully  1301b.  An  inspection  of  the  actual  trace 
and  part  of  the  line  by  which  this  fish  was  taken, 
made  the  capture  more  remarkable,  as  it  was  no  heavier 
than  those  used  by  most  anglers  at  Deal.  The  rod  had 
a  very  severe  testing.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair 
closed  the  business.  On  Tuesday  evening  next,  Oct. 
22,  members  are  requested  to  prepare  short  papers  on 
their  holiday  experiences,  and  read  same  before  meet- 
ing. On  Wednesday,  Oct.  23,  there  will  be  an  outing 
to  Leigh,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Gray.  The 
tide  permits  of  getting  off  after  the  arrival  of  the 
nine  o'clock  train  from  Fenchurch-street.  On  Tues- 
day, Oct.  29,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  will  read  a  paper 
entitled,  "  On  a  Famous  Fishery."    J.  H.  Walker, 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.C. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  F.  J".  HuDD  occupied  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Oct.  16.  The  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Subscrip- 
tion List  was  again  before  the  members,  and  was 
further  subscribed  to.  The  new  Challenge  Cup  for 
specimen  fish  was  chosen  from  several  submitted.  It 
is  a  handsome  trophy  that  any  angler  should  be  proud 
to  possess.  Our  week-day  outing  took  place  on  the 
16th,  and  although  the  weather  was  unfavourable,  it 
was  a  distinct  success.  Despite  the  adverse  conditions 
some  very  decent  fish  were  taken,  Mr.  S.  Stone  being 
most  successful,  having  amongst  his  take  perch  up  to 
lib.  6|oz.  and  some  very  fair  chub,  and  Mr.  F.  Roberts 
several  perch  up  to  lib.  Sport  generally  continues 
poor,  the  only  reports  of  fish  taken  being  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
roach ;  Mr.  F.  IJerry,  perch ;  and  Mr.  G.  Wcstrup, 
some  nice  dace  up  to  yoz. — G.  W. 


A^ERY  LIKE  A  WHALE. 

I  HAD  to  walk  about  six  miles  to  a  river  on  a  fishing 
excursion  in  Queensland,  and  when  I  got  to  the  river 
I  found  I  had  left  all  my  river  tackle  in  my  cabin.  I 
felt  that  I  could  have  sworn.  I  was  just  getting  ready 
to  go  home  when  I  espied  an  otter-snake,  an  animal 
common  in  that  part— it  is  about  three  to  three  and 
a^alf  feet  long,  and  more  like  a  bootlace  wben  not 
full.  Knowing  that  they  lived  principally  on  fish,  an 
idea  struck  me,  so  I  caught  one  and  hooking  it  by  the 
tail  threw  it  in.  I  had  grand  sport,  for  after  it  got  used 
to  struggling  to  get  free  it  soon  began  to  dive  for  fish, 
and  I  had  the  best  sport  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  In 
two  hours  I  .had  hauled  in  thirty-one  fish,  averaging 
about  21b.  each;  I  took  them  to  my  cabin,  and  my 
chums  and  I  had  a  rare  good  feed.  I  had  occasion 
to'  go  again  to  fish  some  time  after  this  and  upon  my 
word  if  that  self-same  otter-snake  didn't  come  out  of 
the  grass  and  rub  its  head  against  my  leg. 

W-  A.  GiLLMORE. 


269 


THAMES  FISHERY  DISPUTE. 


Last  night  a  meeting  of  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence 
Fund  Committee  was  held  at  00,  Gt.  Portland-street 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Lloyd.  A  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  Lehmann  apologising  for  absence 
and  enclosing  a  cheque  for  a  guinea  from  Sir  P. 
Nickalls.  A  sub-committee  for  the  purposes  of  research 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr.  Philip  Green,  presi- 
dent of  the  Anglers'  Association  ;  Mr.  Lawrence 
Chubb,  of  the  Thames  Preservation  League ;  Mr. 
Gerald  Preedman,  and  Mr.  George  A.  Goodwin.  Mr. 
Meads,  the  hon.  secretary,  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  3. 
S.  Laurence  Stallwood,  of  Reading,  concerning  an 
alleged  encroachment  on  the  Thames  at  Goring,  by  Sir 
William  Ingram,stating  that  he  had  communicated  with 
the  Streatley  Parish  Council  on  the  subject;  and  Mr. 
L.  P.  Green,  of  the  Reading  centre  of  the  lioyal  Counties 
Amalgamation  of  Angling  Clubs,  read  the  following 
notice  which  had  been  posted  up  on  the  banks  between 
Goring  and  Cleeve  Locks  ;— "  The  towing-path  between 
this  gate  and  the  next  is  private  property.  The 
Thames  Conservancy  pay  a  rent  for  the  use  of  the 
path  for  towing  purposes,  and  only  persons  engaged  in 
towing  barges,  boats,  etc.,  have  the  right  of  passage. 
Foot-passengers  are  allowed  to  use  the  towing-path  on 
the  following  conditions  :—(l)  That  they  do  not 
damage  the  plants  and  trees  adjoining  the  path  ;  (2) 
that  they  do  not  bathe  from  the  bank ;  and  (.3)  that 
they  do  not  fish  from  the  bank  without  permission. 
N.B. — On  the  1st  of  January  each  year  the  path  is 
closed  to  foot-passengsrs.  By  order."  Mr.  Chubb 
said  the  Thames  Preservation  League  were  investi- 
gating  this  matter.— Times,  Oct.  17. 


THE  WALTON-COTTON  FISHING 
HOUSE. 


The  sale  of  the  Beresford  Hall  estate  in  Derbyshire 
has  been  fixed  for  Oct.  22,  at  Manchester.  There  is 
nothing  particularly  interesting,  on  the  face  of  it,  in 
this  statement,  but  when  it  is  explained  that  the 
estate  includes  the  fishing  house  erected  by  Charles 
Cotton  for  his  friend  Izaak  Walton,  not  only  anglers, 
but  all  lovers  of  historic  buildings  will  be  concerned 
as  to  the  fate  of  the  little  habitation  by  the  river  Dove. 
The  fishing  house,  which  is  over  three  hundred  years 
old,  stands  in  a  clump  of  trees  at  the  Hartington  end 
of  the  dale,  and  fronts  the  stream.  It  is  built  in  the 
shape  of  a  cube  of  eighteen  feet,  and  has  a  quaint, 
high-pitched  stone  roof.  There  are  old-fashioned 
windows  and  shutters  on  all  sides  of  the  dwelling. 
Three  weather-beaten,  moss-grown  steps  lead  to  the 
door,  and  within  the  square  room  there  is  a  fireplace 
and  also  a  marble  table.  The  furniture  used  by  the 
two  famous  anglers  has  disappeared,  and  a  waggish 
fisherman  recently  hazarded  the  guess  that  Chirles 
Cotton  appropriated  it  for  fitting  up  the  cave  in  which 
he  hid  to  avoid  his  creditors.  On  a  tablet  cut  in 
relief  over  the  circular-headed  door  is  the  inscription, 
"  Piscatoribus  sacrum,  1674,"  and  beneath  the  dedica- 
tion appear  the  initials  of  Cotton  and  Walton,  in  a 
monogram.  The  fishing  house,  rich  in  association 
with  the  author  of  the  '■  Compleat  Angler,"  is  most 
picturesquely  placed,  and  of  it  Izaak  Walton  wrote  : 
"  Some  part  of  the  fish  house  has  been  described  ;  the 
pleasantness  of  the  river,  mountains  and  meadows 
cannot — unless  Sir  Philip  Sydney  were  again  alive  to 
do  it."  The  relic  has  for  years  attracted  visitors  from 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  from  abroad, 
and  is  worthy  of  purchase  by  the  National  Trust  for 
the  Preservation  of  Historic  Buildings  or  other  body 
that  is  mindful  of  the  beauty  of  our  dales  and  streams, 
and  zealous  against  the  effacement  of  any  memento 
of  the  past  that  gives  them  additional  charm.  Should 
the  fishing  house  be  acquired  by  a  private  owner  it  is 
hoped  that  he  will  think  with  Schiller,  that  "  what  is 
grey  with  age  becomes  religion,"  and  neither  mutilate 
nor  adorn,  but  maintain  the  noted  fishing  house  in 
judicious  repair,  to  the  delight  of  all  wanderers  by 
the  Dove.— J.  P.  in  the  F'u'UI. 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

17,953.    Mr.  Peter  Lutz,  of  Southampton  Building?. 

The  manufacture  of  a  preservative  material 

for  gut  strings. 
18,297.    !Mr.  James  Macnicol,  115,  St.  Vincent-street, 

Glasgow.     An  appliance  for  transporting 

live  fish. 

18,507.  Mr.  John  Albert  Blackall  Wesley,  4,  South- 
street,  Finsburv.    An  improved  fishbolt. 

19,111.  Mr.  Harry  Peel",  Highfield  Works,  Mount 
Pleasant,  Redditch.  An  improved  artificial 
bait  for  angling. 

19,236.  Mr.  Herman  Eenfors,  6,  Lord-street,  Liver- 
pool. An  improved  swivel  for  use  in  fishing 
lines  and  the  like. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  the  secrotarv  of  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery,  Lanes.,  on  Oct.  11.  superintended  the  transfer 
of  8000  six-month  old  rainbow  trout  from  the  famous 
fishery  to  Bedfordshire.  The  thermometer  at  the 
time  stood  at  fifty  degrees,  yet  not  a  single  fish  was 
lost  in  transit.  Another  consignment  of  the  same 
quantity  will  be  delivered  in  a  day  or  two  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Henry,  and  I  hope  to  meet 
him  at  the  station,  if  only  to  see  the  handsome  ncif 
carriers,  which  are  as  iridescent  as  the  fish. 


In  conversation  recently  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman, 
the  genial  librarian  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Sooietvi 
I  learned  that  he  was  present  at  the  execution  of  the 
famous  120^1b.  skate  captured  on  rod  and  line  at 
Balh-cotton.  It  took  half-an-hour  to  land,  and 
Mr.  Basten,  when  he  has  a  "  baste-on,"  knows  how  to 
manipulate  the  rod.  I  liope  shortly  to  meet  Mr. 
Norman  at  Bally-deal,  when,  if  it  is  not  cold  enough 
for  "skate-ing,"  I  may  capture  the  B.S.A.S.  gold 
medal  for  the  best  whiting. 


From  Worcester  comes  the  news  of  the  captm-e  of 
some  good  fish— at  least,  I  think  they  are  sizeable— a 
chub  of  31b.  Goz.,  an  eel  (real  silver)  of  71b.  2oz.,  and  a 
perch  of  31b.  Goz.  From  Fordingbridge,  recently,  that 
expert  angler,  Mr.  W.  P.  Grimmett,  of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatorials,  weighed  in  a  take  of  -iQlb.  of  fish  (mostly 
roach).  Amongst  his  ■■  take"  were  thirteen  over  lib., 
and  the  largest  (18J  inches  long)  21b.  3oz.  They  fish 
the  same  water  on  Oct.  24  for  various  prizes,  and  as  an 
honorary  member  of  the  N.A.P.S.  I  should  only  be 
able  ,  to  fish  for  Mr.  J.  P.  Emmett's  whisky  prize,  and 
my  doctor  says  I  may  only  go  out  for  champagne  ! 

It  is  always  a  pleasant  task  to  record  the  capture  of 
good  fish,  and  I  am  not  among  those  who,  because 
they  have  not  seen  the  fish  related,  do  not  believe 
that  lib.  4oz.  dace  exist.  I  am  certain  they  do— 
that  is  to  say,  exist  in  a  glass  case.  Mr.  Scard,  of 
Holywell  Ferry,  reports  a  tench  of  41b.,  and  the  loss 
of  a  "monster"  roach  (not  weighed).  Mr.  W.  Hew- 
lett, general  secretary  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society, 
reports  two  tench  (he  does  not  mention  the  Lark), 
largest  41b.  8|oz.,  the  other  3oz.  less— splendid 
specimens.  I  was  never  envious  of  another  fellow's 
capture.  Mr.  Basten's  120|lb.  skate  (says  our  Man- 
chester correspondent),  "  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  which  was  caught  at  Ballycotton,  is  not  such 
a  giant  after  all.  l^Ir.  Brown,  of  this  City,  can  beat 
that  weight  by  501b." 

"Raven"  gives  the  news  from  the  various  fishing 
stations  on  the  river  Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Jack  Tree, 
Icklingham,  West  Row,  and  Isleham)  as  follows: 
"Angling  all  round  has  much  improved  in  these  waters 
during  the  last  week.  Some  splendid  trays  of  roach 
and  dace,  also  some  very  large  perch,  have  been  taken 
m  the  lower  reaches  ;  gentles  are  well  on  now.  A  good 
central  house  to  stay  at  is  the  Bull  Hotel  at  Barton 
Mills.  Mr.  Caswell  will  drive  anglers  to  any  part  of 
the  stream;  he  has  also  half-a-dozen  good  boats  for 
anglers." 


Mrs.  Eldridge,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell- 
road,  informs  me  that  Mr.  Duke  is  giving  10s.  6d.  for 
largest  roach,  and  10s.  6d.  for  largest  bream,  taken 
durmg  October.  Fish  to  be  weighed  in  before  5.45 
for  anglers  starting  from  London  only.  I  also  hear 
that  some  very  good  fish  are  being  taken  at  Pulborou^h 
and  Amberley  by  Mrs.  Eldridge 's  excursions.  A  roach 
of  21b.  Boz.  was  taken  on  the  13th  inst. 


Mr.  W.  E.  Ungless  (of  the  Lychnobite  Society) 
has  returned  to  Brandon  after  an  absence  of  five  years 
in  South  Africa.  I  have  not  space  to  relate  his 
adventures,  but  am  glad  to  see  him  bronzed  and  in 
the  best  of  health.  Needless  to  say,  he  took  the 
earhest  opportunity  to  pursue  his  favourite  sport 
m  the  Little  Ouse.  Although  he  only  fished  from  his 
own  garden  (Bridge  House),  he  was  very  successful  • 
Oct.  7,  roach  and  dace,  71b.  Oct.  8,  5Jlb.  roach  and 
dace.  Oct  11,  ninety-seven  fish,  roach,  dace,  and  rudd 
411b.  3oz.  Oct.  12,  sixty-two  roach  and  dace,  2'Jlb' 
2oz.    Oct.  14,  91b.  lOoz. 


Now,  Willie,  I  will  see  what  I  can  do  in  one  day 
out  of^  Mr.  Rolph's  punt,  although  the  "Garden 
bwim  was  always  a  favourite  of  mine.  Surely  Bran- 
don is  sustaining  its  reputation  as  a  fishing  resort  i 


A  correspondent  writes :  "  Delphi  fishing  has  most 
likely  to  boast  of  the  best  white  trout  caught  in  Ire- 
land this  season  ;  it  weighed  8f  lb.,  and  was  c&uoht  by 
the  lessee  of  Delphi,  the  Rev.  B.  Spencer  Gough. 
His  day  s  fishing  consisted  of  eighteen  sea-trout,  all 
t  "^^'glit  on  an  average.  Mounterown  River, 
—The  best  day's  fishing  was  ten  trout,  best  weighing 
41b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Clesham  ;  same  day,  Mr  T  W 
Joyce  caught  fourteen  trout,  the  average  was  31b 
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weight,  best  4^1b.  Killary  Bay.— Best  day  a  lady 
caught  forty  mackerel  to  her  own  line.  Conger  fish- 
ing is  just  starting.  Mr.  Alexander  Williams,  R.H.A., 
who  has  been  staying  at  the  Leenane  Hotel,  has  got  a 
very  fine  painting  of  the  conger  fishing  and  also  of 
the  mackerel  fishing.  Best  night's  take  for  throe  lines 
was  fourteen  conger." 


I  "  LOOKED  IN  "  on  "  The  Skipper  "  just  to  see  "  how 
the  wind  was  "  recently,  and  saw  quite  a  houseful  of 
sea-anglers— Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tautz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
and,  of  course,  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Bennett.  All  had  been 
enjoying  good  sport  at  Deal,  but  the  latter  gave  me 
some  splendid  dabs  which,  needless  to  say,  I  thoroughly 
enjoyed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett's  takes  were  (one  dav) : 
—Two  score  whiting,  seventeen  codling,  fifteen  dabs 
(good  size),  and  a  half-score  "mixed."  On  another 
day :  Pour  score  whiting,  ;one  score  and  three  dabs 
and  one  plaice.  Tell  it  npt  in  Gath,  but  Mrs.  Bennett 
was  the  champion  I 


A  PISH  caught  recently  near  St.  Anthony  Light- 
house, in  Falmouth  Bay,  in  a  ground  seine  belonging 
to  Mr.  Collins,  of  St.  Mawes,  is  like  none  that  the 
oldest  fishermen  in  the  place  have  ever  seen.  A  species 
of  fiat-fish  ;  it  has,  however,  no  side  fins,  and  except  the 
tail,  it  is  nearly  the  same  thickness  throughout.  The  tail, 
very  thick  and  muscular  looking,  is  about  eighjt  inches 
long,  and  is  furnished  with  four  small  fins,  and  tapers 
slightly  towards  the  extremity,  the  tip  being  adorned 
with  a  very  large  semi-circular  fin  set  at  right  angles 
to  the  body.  The  fish,  white  underneath  and  dark 
chocolate  on  the  back,  is  without  scales.  Moored  to 
Blake's  Quay,  secured  by  a  stout  rope  round  its  tail,  it 
attracted  considerable  attention.  It  is  about  thirty- 
two  inches  long  and  eighteen  inches  across,  and  weighs 
about  2.Slb.    [What  is  it  ?J  . 


Our  Killaloe  correspondent,  Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  has 
"  broken  into  song."  He  says  :  "  The  days  are  shorten- 
ing up,  and  the  winter  is  beginning  to  send  out  its 
forerunners.  The  roads  are  sti-ewn  with  withered 
leaves,  the  red  tints  of  autumn  are  developing,  there 
is  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  air,  and  the  dear  song-birds 
are  silent  in  wood  and  grove.  In  a  word,  the  summer 
and  all  the  bright  and  beauteous  things  that  follow  in 
its  train  are  gone  : 

Aye,  summer  is  over,  its  beauty  is  gone, 

The  roses  are  faded,  their  bright  tints  arc  fiowu. 

The  lilies  are  drooping,  the  violets  sigh,^ 

And  breezes  of  autumn  are  sweeping  the  sky — 

For  summer  is  gone. 
No  longer  the  flowers  breathe  forth  their  perfume. 
Their  leaves  they  have  folded  in  sadness  and  gloom. 
And  the  silvery  brook  that  glided  along 
Now  rushes  in  turmoil  the  pebbles  among— 

For  summer  is  gone. 
The  tall  trees  are  bending  theirjforms  to  the  blast, 
For  summer,  bright  summer,  is  over  and  past ; 
The  song-birds  arc  silent,  their  voices  are  hushed. 
And  the  gay  sportive  insects  with  sorrow  are  crushed— 

For  summer  is  gone. 
Yes,  summer  is  gone,  all  its  splendour  is  o'er. 
We  bask  in  its  sunshine,  its  glory,  no  more  ; 
Yet  the  bright  star  of  hope  still  points  to  the  skies 
Where  flowers  are  unfading,  where  beauty  ne'er  dies— 
Though  summer  is  gone. 


Mr.  Stanley  Mead  writes :  "  Local  anglers- and, 
indeed,  lovers  of  the  art  in  general— have  lost  a 
genuine  friend  and  keen  sportsman  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  R.  P.  Jeston,  J.P.,  of  Henley,  which  sad  event 
took  place  on  Thursday  in  last  week,  Oct.  10.  The 
deceased  gentleman  was  one  of  the  vice-presidents 
of  the  local  Fisheries  Preservation  Association, ;  and 
always  took  a  great  interest  in  the  doings  of  that 
body.  He  was  a  most  keen  angler,  and  was  thoroughly 
devoted  to  his  rod,  and  although  in  the  autumn  of 
life,  braved  the  coldest  weather  in  pursuit  of  the  sport. 
About  last  Christmas  the  late  Dr.  Jeston  sustained  a 
strain  when  out  shooting— another  sport  to  which  he 
was  much  attached— and  since  that  time  he  had 
practically  been  confined  to  his  house,  and  after  a 
lingering  illness  the  end  came  on  the  afternoon  of 
Oct.  10,  the  deceased  being  seventy-five  years  of  age. 
Many  a  good  take  of  fish  have  I  recorded  in  my  report 
to  these  columns  which  have  been  landed  by  ftur 
late  friend,  and  it  is  indeed  very  sad  to  think  that 
Dr.  Jeston's  well-known  figure,  accompanied  by  his 
favourite  professional,  Bob  Young,  will  never  be  seen 
again  on  the  local  reaches  of  the  river." 


How's  this?— from  the  Clapham  Observer.  "Yo 
Merry  Anglers,"  a  club  which  draws  its  members 
from  amongst  the  men  employed  on  the  City  and 
South  '  London  Electric  Railway,  held  their  second 
competition  on  Sunday,  the  venue  of  the  day's  sport 
being  a  splendid  stretch  of  private  water  at  Dorking, 
kindly  placed  at  their  disposal  by  Mr.  Clifton.  The 


weather  was  most  disagreeably  unfavourable,  but, 
nothing  if  not  enthusiastic,  "  Ye  Merry  Anglers,"  on 
their  arrival  about  ten  o'clock,  sot  themselves  assidu- 
ously to  work  at  landing  whatever  finny  denizens  of 
the  deep  came  their  way;  and  this  at  one  time  whilst 
a  perfect  blizzard  and  a  thunderstorm  raged  in  unison, 
the  force  of  which  was  still  further  intensified  by  a 
veritable  hailstorm  of  chestnuts  from  the  trees  which 
lined  the  banks  of  the  water,  dealing  many  a  stinging 
blow  to  face  and  feature  to  our  local  disciples  of" old 
Izaak  Walton  as  each  iiatiently  plied  his  rod  and  line. 
As  a  result  of  the  day's  catch  some  seventy  fish  were 
landed,  but  only  the  larger  of  the  specimens  caught 
were  brought  home,  the  rest  being  thrown  back  to 
await  a  more  favourable  occasion.  The  first  prize 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Payne,  who  landed  a  fine  roach  and 
bream,  Mr.  E.  Wood,  the  winner  of  the  second  prize, 
making  a  similar  "catch,"  but  losing  in  point  of 
weight.  Mr.  W.  Ludlow  hooked  the  largest  bream 
of  the  day,  his  prowess  gaining  for  him  third  prize, 
whilst  Mr.  Browning  was  awarded  the  consolation 
prize.  Afterwards  the  party,  wet  and  weary,  but 
glorying  in  a  good  day's  sport,  dined  together  at  one 
of  Dorking's  famous  "  hostelleries,"  eventually  reach- 
ing home'  severally  considerably  enriched  with  the 
spoils  of  the  chase. 


The  benefit  concert  in  aid  of  the  mother  of  the  late 
Mr.  Benny  was  a  pronounced  success.  A  crowded 
room,  plenty  of  the  best  talent,  and,  I  hear,  "  nearly 
all  the  tickets  sold." 


Lines  to  a  Trout, 

Oh,  bit  of  dainty,  gorgeous  birth 
That  sprang  from  icy  waters  clear. 
In  restless  searchings,  far  and  near, 

Colouring  gained  of  untold  worth. 

Did  rainbow  lend  to  thee  its  charm, 
Or  sunset  give  thee  rays  to  keep 
And  weave  when  in  the  waters  deep. 

Or  were  they  stolen  from  the  dawn? 

Oh,  pretty  thing,  'tis  joy  to  look 
Upon  thee,  lying,  trembling  still ; 
The  waters  near  forsaken  mill 

Had  ever  been  thy  home  and  nook. 

A  tempter,  resting  on  the  stream. 
Lured  thee  on,  eager  for  thy  kill 
By  sportsman,  stronger  in  his  skill 

Than  thou  couldst  understand  or  dream 

In  young  strength,  life  was  hard  to  yield. 
The  battling  proved  thee  strong  as  steel, 
Conquered  by  force  of  rod  and  reel 

Thy  death  throes,  seeking  all  to  shield. 

— A merican  Fishing  Gazette. 


The  Lazy  Man's  Diary. 

This  was  copied  from  a  diary  belonging  to  a  mem- 
ber of  an  angling  society,  whose  headquarters  are 
not  a  thousand  miles  from  Shoe-lane  : — 

"  Sept.  23. — Made  up  my  mind  to  go  fishing." 

"  Sept.  24. — Got  up  early — with  difficulty.  Managed 
to  catch  8.40  train  at  Liverpool-street.  Made  .  up 
for  it  in  train.  Woke  up  at  Brandon.  Dick  (my 
chum)  said  '  Let's  go  to  the  water.'  I  was  too  tired, 
and  didn't  go.  Had  a  good  sleep  on  Rolph's  best 
couch,  and  then  to  bed." 

"  Sept.  25. — Woke  up  at  10  a.m.  Lay  for  an  hour 
listening  to  church  bells.  Very  nice.  Obliged  to  get 
up  as  Dick  kept  knocking  at  door.  Had  breakfast  and 
walked  to  river ;  tiring  walk.  Too  hot  to  fish.  Had 
a  good  sleep  on  grass  ;  did  me  good." 

"  Sept.  20. — Went  out  again  to-day.  Got  as  far  as 
the  Black  Horse  and  sat  down,  very  tired.  Didn't 
feel  up  to  fishing.  Had  another  snooze  on  the  grass. 
Caught  5.50  train.  Very  comfortable  carriage.  Woke 
up  at  Liverpool-street,  jolly  nuisance.  Took  four- 
wheeler  to  Fleet-street  ;  cabby  woke  me  and 
apologised.  Forgot  to  mention  that  some  one  gave  me 
some  fish  before  1  started.  Showed  them,  and  people 
said  '  What  a  fine  lot  I '  Shall  go  fishing  again.  Most 
enjoyable  sport !  " 


Mu.  Francis  .0.  -Hudson' writes ;  "How's  this? 
The  waters  of  the  river  Bollin  at  Macclesfield  are  said 
to  run  blue  one  day,  yellow  the  next,  red  the  next,  and 
so  on,  having  a  different  hue  for  almost  every  day  of 
the  week.  This  from  the  '  dye  works '  or  some  other 
'  works  '  there.  Query  :  What  fish  ought  to  thrive 
best  in  this  river  ?  Why,  Eainbow  trout,  to  be  sure  ! 
At  least,  so  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  think, 
for  they  have  been  turning  S.  irideus  into  the  Bollin 
at  Heatley  in  large  numbers.  We  think,  however, 
the  water  wilUhave  acquired  more  dyeing  properties 
than  one." 


Poster  on  gate  of  a  burial  ground — "  After  this 
notice  no  persons  will  be  buried  here  unless  they  live 
in  the  parish."  Dragnet. 
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Woies  from  l^c  ^ott^, 

A  GOOD  few  fish  are  being  got  on  the  Dee,  Don, 
Ythan,  Ugie,  and  probably  the  Deveron,  since  the  late 
rise. 


On  the  Murtle  water  Mr.  Walker  had  a  fish  of  301b. 
on  Thursday,  Oct.  10,  and  on  the  Park,  Drum, 
Durris,  and  kindred  sections  a  few  fish  are  being  got. 

Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch  is  now  doing  wonders  among  the 
fijinock.  As  an  expert  angler  he  knows  how  to  make 
a  good  basket. 


The  King  is  enjoying  Balmoral,  and  no  mistake. 
His  welcome  to  Mar  Lodge  was  one  of  the  most  hearty 
that  can  be  expressed. 


The  weather  has  not  been  all  that  could  be  desired, 
but  then  that  has  been  the  order  of  the  day  all  through 
the  season. 


The  prawn  and  gudgeon  are  now  booming,  and  the 
other  day  an  angler  on  the  Don  creeled  two  salmon  of 
151b.  and  one  of  101b.  to  the  gudgeon. 


The  angling  fraternity  on  the  Dee  are  quite  dis- 
gusted. They  have  been  on  the  qui  vive  for  weeks, 
aye,  months  back,  and  yet  they  are  little  better.  It 
is  all  up.  No  use  saying  another  word  on  the  present 
season.    It  is  the  worst  seen  for  thirty  years. 

The  King  and  Queen  have  regularly  attended 
Crathie  Church  since  they  came  to  Deeside.  For  one 
thing  they  do  not  want  to  be  bothered  with  private 
worship  in  Balmoral. 


The  "  Jubilee  "  is  one  of  the  best  flies  on  the  tidal 
waters.  It  was  originally  the  "  Jungle  Cock,"  but 
tackle-makers  are  so  fond  of  changing  names  that  one 
cannot  tell  what  a  fly  may  be  before  the  end  of  the 
season. 


The  heaviest  fish  was  got  on  the  North  Esk  last 
week— the  record  of  the  season — a  beauty  of  501b. 


The  Ugie  is  doing  right  well  just  now  and  so  is  the 
Ebrie  and  upper  waters  of  the  Ythan.  Pity  it  is  that 
these  small  streams  should  be  boomed,  but  who  can 
help  it  ? 


Mr.  Walker  had  a  fine  salmon  of  351b.  on  a  small 
Jock  Scott,  by  Mackay,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen. 


Mr.  Lumsden  on  the  Ugie  has  creeled  seventy-two 
sea-trout.  [What  is  the  average  weight  of  these 
seventy-two  sea-trout  and  what  condition  are  they 
in. — Ed.]  Special  Scotch. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  EAMBLERS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Sparkes  presided  over  the  monthly 
meeting  on  Friday  (Oct.  11)  at  the  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich.  A  whiting  match  was  arranged  for  Oct.  23 
and  a  smoking  concert  for  Nov.  20.  The  heavy  gales 
of  last  week  quite  spoilt  our  sport  for  a  few  days,  and 
those  who  did  venture  out  had  rather  a  rough  time  of 
it.  On  Thursday  (Oct.  10)  I  had  a  couple  of  hours  off 
Harwich  Harbour  in  company  with  Mr.  E.  Stewart, 
when  we  secured  fifty  good-sized  whiting  and  dabs. 
Amongst  catches  recently  reported  are :  Oct.  5 — 
Messrs.  E.  J.  King,  Price,  and  Stewart,  fourteen  score 
of  whiting  ;  Messrs.  Bailey,  Warner,  and  friend,  twelve 
score.  Sept.  27— Mr.  H.  C.  Hill  and  friend,  fifteen 
score  whiting  and  dabs.  Oct.  13— Mr.  H.  Barber 
landed  a  bass  of  4ilb.  at  Felixstowe  Pier,  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Sparkes  brought  home  a  dozen  roach  from  the 
Waveney.  H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


LIVER  FLY  FISHERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


Our  bi-monthly  meeting,  held  on  Oct.  15,  at  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  Hotel,  163,  Duke-street,  Liver- 
pool, was  well  attended,  and  several  members  received 
i  well  merited  vote  of  thanks  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  the  arrangements  had  been  made  for  our  first 
JUting,  and  which,  through  their  foresight  and  energy, 
proved  such  a  great  success.  It  is  well  worthy  of  note 
;hat,  although  only  in  our  infancy,  we  are  in  negotia- 
ion  for  another  stretch  of  water,  which,  when  acquired, 
will  greatly  add  to  the  sport  and  pleasure  of  our 
members.  Our  next  meeting  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
^ov-  5.  "  March  Brown." 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
moe  2s.  net  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "  The  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
.aDinet  of  Devices  ;  or,  How  to  Tie  Files  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
'ishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 

Athenian  of  the  Pishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations, 
-ms  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
)OSt  free,  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co., 
>c.  Dunstan  s  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  T.  Spencer,  Doncaster. — We  do  not  know  the 
exact  date  when  Bowness,  the  fishing-tackle  maker, 
was  at  14,  Temple-yard,  Temple  Bar,  but  probably 
over  forty  years. 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER. 

Dear  Sir, — If  I  were  to  give  full  expression  to  my 
opinion  of  Mr.  Sandeman's  latest  communication  to 
jou,  my  letter  would,  I  fear,  not  be  fit  for  your 
columns,  so  I  shall  endeavour  only  to  draw  attention  to 
his  remarks,  leaving  your  readers  to  draw  their  own 
conclusions  therefrom. 

The  angler  who  fished  the  hotel  water  was  a  most 
expert  spinner,  hence,  naturally  enough  preferring 
that  form,  of  sport,  he  hooked  most  of  his  fish  with 
prawn.  Thereon  Mr.  Sandeman  denounces  prawn 
fishing,  and  elegantly  styles  it  "  heaving  dead  meat,' 
quite  regardless  of  the  fact  that  in  "  Angling  Travels ' 
he  had  praised  it,  and  had  written,  "I  generally  mount 
a  few  before  starting  for  the  day  "  ;  also  that  he  had 
perfected  a  form  of  tackle  with  which,  he  adds,  "  I 
have  killed  twenty-seven  fish  consecutively  without  a 
miss."  His  verbal  repetition  of  this  stun/  led  a 
Norwegian  to  tell  him  that  he  had  heard  of  a  German 
Munchausen,  but  had  not  before  met  an  English 
one. 

On  Mr.  Sandeman's  statement  that  he  had  always 
paid  the  "  regular  rent "  for  Beyer's  water,  I  had 
remarked  that  it  lacked  precision,  as  the  price  was 
always  the  highest  obtainable,  and  I  stated  that  for 
the  month  immediately  previous  to  his  first  visit  the 
water  was  let  at  thirteen  pence  per  pound  of  fish 
landed,  a  price  that  on  the  catch  of  1900  would  have 
given  a  rent  of  £10  for  the  whole  season. 

To  this  Mr.  Sandeman  replies  that  I  appear  to  have 
converted  the  angler  into  a  retail  fishmonger.  Can 
anyone  see  anything  but  unreasoning  nonsense  in 
this  ?  A  fishmonger  is  a  man  who  buys  and  sells  fish. 
This  angler  did  neither.  How  does  the  fact  of  the 
rent  being  based  on  the  result  make  him  a  fishmonger 
more  than  if  he  paid  a  fixed  rent  ? 

Mr.  Sandeman  gives  three  reasons  why  Beyer  should 
ask  more  rent  than  he  got  in  1894,  but  with  customary 
want  of  frankness  he  does  not  give  us  the  other  side  of 
the  question,  though  it  is  of  infinitely  more  import- 
ance—namely, that  half  of  the  Evanger  water  that 
Beyer  then  had  is  now  mine,  and  that  neither  half 
separately  is  desirable  water  to  rent.  From  his  refer- 
ence to  fishing  only  "  across  to  mid-stream,"  it  is 
evident  that  Mr.  Sandeman  understands  this,  so  on 
this  occasion  it  is  not  from  ignorance  that  he  has 
omitted  to  mention  this  important  change. 

He  knows  that  the  water  leased  to  Beyer  and  Kahrs, 
even  that  closely  adjoining  Saghoug,  is  netted,  yet,' 
with  some  pretension,  I  suppose,  to  be  a  sportsman^ 
he  who  denounces  spinning  with  real  bait  has  not  a 
word  to  say  against  netting,  but  coolly  suggests  that  I 
should  pay  them  blackmail  to  desist.  Will  he  tell  me 
who  is  to  repay  me  the  somewhat  over  five  hundred 
kroner  I  pay  for  the -Fjord  nets,  and  in  consideration 
of  my  not  netting  ? 

Is  it  not  trifling  with  us  that  he  again  asks  "  Is  the 
water  worth  going  out  for  to  fish?"  a  question 
answered  distinctly  in  the  affirmative  many  weeks  a^o 
by  the  man  who  came  out  to  fish  it.  ° 

Mr.  Sandeman  assumes,  without  a  shadow  of 
reason,  that  theiangler  hung  about  till  the  water  fell 
dead  low.  I  know  that  it  was  at  medium  height 
when  he  arrived,  and  my  belief  is  that  he  hooked 
fish  from  the  south  bank  of  Saghoug  directly  he 
fished  it. 

The  bag  of  only  four  salmon  in  the  hotel  water  was 
poor,  and  that  it  was  not  better  was  due  to  the  tackle 
being  utterly  unsuited  to  the  work  ;  but  poor  as  it  was, 
it  was  exactly  four  more  than  were  landed  in  the  two 
years  1899  and  1900  on  the  north  side  of  Saghoug,  to 
the  exaltation  of  which  Mr.  Sandeman  has  devoted 
so  many  pages. 

Another  baseless  assumption  is  that  it  is  now 
admitted  "  that  Qvilekval  is  useless,  having  filled  up." 
I  have  always  maintained  on  the  contrary  that  there 
is  no  change,  except  that  I  have  become  owner  of  half 
of  it,  that  it  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  much  good, 
and  that  Mr.  .Sandeman's  statement  (at  the  time  the 
whole  of  it  was  in  Beyer's  hands)  that  on  one  pool  the 
angler  was  certain  to  enjoy  some  fine  sport,  that 
another  held  very  big  fish,'  etc.,  never  had  a  rag  of 
foundation. 

Finally,  if  Mr.  Sandeman  is  to  be  taken  as  an  auth- 
ority on  Norwegian  angling,  it  would  appear  that  the 
qualifications  for  such  are — To  have  a  favourable  opinion 
of  river  dealers  who  net  their  rivers,  and  get  high 
rents  for  them  beside  ;  to  accept  what  information 
they  choose  to  give,  however  short  it  may  be  of  the 
whole  truth  :  to  nay  small  attention  to  anything  others 


write,  or  even  to  what  he  himself  has  written  ;  to  have 
much  pretension;  and  to  have  no  power  of  reasoniD<' 
— \ours  truly,  Kd,vd.  Sturdy. °' 

[We  think  that  this  correspondence  may  now  close- 
both  sides  have  had  a  fair  field  and  no  favour  and  we 
only  hope  that  the  result  will  he  of  groat  benefit  to 
the  interests  of  British  anglers  in  Norway.— Ed.J 

FISHING  AT  EVANGER. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Beyer  did  not  charge  £330  for  his 
wat^r,  nor  anything  like  it.— Yours  truly, 

^  Fraser  Sandeman. 

[This  came  too  late  to  be  added  as  a  postscript  to 
Mr.  Sandeman's  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  12. — Ed.] 


WHY  THE  MAIDENHEAD  CASE  SHOULD  BE 
FOUGHT  OUT. 
Sir,— I  am  sure,  with  your  customary  fairness,  you 
will  allow  the  other  side  of  the  question  to  be  put  by 
one  who,  while  not  taking  exception  to  your  facts, 
does  not  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  as  yourself. 

Y'ou  are  perfectly  right  in  saying  that  in  strict  law 
the  public  have  no  right  to  fish  in  a  navigable  river 
above  the  tideway,  or,  let  us  say,  cannot  own  such  a 
fishery.  The  old  judges,  at  a  time  when  our  Courts 
were  more  liable  to  be  influenced  by  the  land-owning 
classes  than  they  are  at  present,  invented  the  fiction 
that  to  give  the  public,  even  after  many  years  of  use,  a 
right  to  take  anything  from  land  or  water  would  lead 
to  the  general  destruction  of  the  class  of  things  (that 
is,  fish),  and  therefore  they  would  not  recognise  such 
a  public  right.  The  public  was  also  considered  too 
vague  a  body  for  anyone  to  make  a  grant  or  gift  to. 
After  many  years  of  fishing  uninterruptedly  in  a  part 
of  a  river  an  individual  is,  under  certain  circumstances, 
considered  to  have  a  right,  it  being  assumed  that  in 
years  past  a  grant,  which  is  lost,  was  made  to  his 
predecessors ;  but  such  a  lost  grant  is  not  assumed  in 
the  case  of  the  public,  thanks  purely  to  these  wretched 
fictions  of  the  law. 

I  need  not  trouble  your  readers  further  with  these 
legal  fictions,  beyond  saying  that  they  appear  to  have 
been  invented  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping 
sporting  rights  in  the  hands  of  private  persons,  in 
which  they  have  been  most  successful.  Being  the  law 
we  must  make  the  best  of  them,  and  hope  that  our  wise 
legislators  will  some  day  sweep  them  away.  Already 
an  attempt  has  been  made  in  that  direction,  for  those 
who  held  the  opinion  that  Magna  Charta  debarred  the 
King  from  making  grants  of  fisheries  to  private  persons, 
not  only  in  the  tideway,  but  in  the  non-tidal  portions 
of  our  great  rivers,  promoted  a  Bill  which  passed  its 
second  reading,  and  was  therefore  accepted  in  prin- 
ciple by  Parliament,  subject  to  subsequent  modi- 
fications of  its  details.  There  had  been  decisions 
that  Magna  Charta  only  applied  to  tidal  waters,  and 
it  was  intended  by  the  Bill  to  upset  those  decisions, 
and  give  what  was  believed  to  be  the  proper  inter- 
pretation to  our  great  charter.  Had  that  Bill  become 
law  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of 
the  Upper  Thames  would  have  become  free  to  the 
public,  so  far  at  least  as  fishing  is  concerned. 

I  may  mention  incidentally  that  the  Thames  is  not 
a  river  originally  made  navigable  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
as  was  suggested  in  your  notes.  It  was  navigable  in 
the  time  of  the  Romans,  and  before  roads  existed  to 
any  extent  was  one  of  the  greatest  highways  in  the 
country,  if  not  the  greatest  and  most  important. 

I  suppose  every  one  has  read  the  old  proverb  that 
possession  is  nine-tenths  of  the  law.  This  was  shown 
conclusively  in  the  Blount  Layard  case,  when  Mr. 
Layard  disputed  Mr.  Blount's  ownership  of  a  fishery 
at  Mapledurham.  A  man,  said  the  Court  of  Appeal, 
might  be  a  riparian  owner,  and  he  might  have  title 
deeds  of  a  fishery  dating  back  centuries,  and  yet  the 
law  would  not  consider  him  the  owner  of  that  fishery 
unless  he  could  show  absolute  possession  of  it  as  would 
be  evidenced  by  his  having  netted  it,  warned  persons  off, 
put  up  notices,  let  it,  given  permission  to  fish  and  so 
forth.  Mr.  Blount  had  done  all  these  things,  and 
therefore  won  his  case.  If  Sir  Roger  Palmer  has  done 
the  same  he  also  will  win.  The  question  is  whether 
he  has  done  so  or  not,  and  that  is  the  sole  point  which 
in  my  opinion  should  determine  the  public  as  to 
rendering  assistance  in  defending  the  action  Sir  Rcer 
Palmer  has  brought  against  Andrews.  As  proceedings 
have  been  commenced  I  am  absolutely  debarred  from 
commenting  on  the  merits  of  that  particular  case,  but 
I  may  say  as  regards  the  Thames  generally  that,  in 
the  words  of  Mr.  Justice  North,  which  you  quoted  in 
your  last  issue,  "  There  are  very  large  portions  of  the 
river  Thames  on  which  the  public  are  at  liberty  to  fish 
without  interference,  not  from  any  right  of  their  own, 
but  because  the  real  proprietors  of  the  soil  and  fishery 
cannot  trace  and  establish  their  title."  There  are,  of 
course,  the  other  cases  to  which  you  refer,  where  the 
title  is  good  and  can  be  established,  and  yet  the  owners 
very  kindly  allow  the  pubhc  to  fish  without  let  or 
hindrance. 

In  the  cases  of  those  fisheries  which  are  not  owned 
by  anyone  living,  in  respect  of  which  no  owner  can 
be  found,  the  question,  therefore,  arises  whether  the 
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AM^OLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHIH^Q   QUARTERS,  i&c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINaSBBIDQE.  S.  DEVON 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance, 
7s.  6i.  per  day,  fiom  October  ti)  March. 
■WEEK-DAY  FISHING  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and 
Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait.  Free  to  Visito;  s 
Five  coaches  leave  the  hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
"Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish. 
Pike,  18  inch.        I       Bream,  10  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch.         |       Dace,  6  inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        |       Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    ,,  2/6 

No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
ill  Hotel  at  5-y.  per  day.  Billiaids ;  Posting ; 
Motor  afconmiodatii'n.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
(Sc.— Address,  Proprietor. 

Free  and  Reserved 

SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING 

RIVER  MOT  and  LOUGH  CONN. 

For  Anglers  staying  at 

Imperial  Hotel,  Ballina, 

OR 

GORTNORABBY  HOTEL,  LOUGH  COM. 

For  particulars  apply  to  the  Manager. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 

"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited, 
•'•t.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  IL.ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  HEN LET-ON-TH AMES. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Neap  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike   and  Pereh  Fisliing  eom- 
menees  this  montii  on  own  private 
Lalie  of  upwards  of  100  Acres. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES, 

AND 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Tariff  on  Application. 

All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 


Swan  lolei  Mm,  WorcestersWe. 

HY.  HABDEMAN,  Proprietor. 

FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

Splendid  TBO  UT FISHING  in  LAKE  and  RIVERS. 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  AT 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 

TklBORAMS:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYRNWY,  via  OSWESTRY.' 


Station:  "LLANFYLLIN." 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 
Two  and  a  Half  Miles  of  the  Teify  FREE  TO  VISITORS, 

OTHER  WATER  BY  PERMISSION. 
ALL  NETS  ARE  TAKEN   UP  AT  END  OF  AUGUST. 

September  and  October  are  the  best  months  of  Salmon  fishing.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor 
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MAGAZINE. 

CONTENTS  OF  No.  178.   VOLUME  XXX. 
OCTOBER,  1901.  Price  Is. 

Drawing".  By  Howard  Pyle.  To 
accompany  "The  United  States  Army." 
(Prcmtispitce.) 

A  Hopse-Fair  Pilg-rimage.    By  E. 

S.  Nadal.  Illustrations  by  W.  R.  LEIGH, 
Denman  Fink,  and  from  photographs. 

Ppelude.  By  EosAMDND  Maeeiott 
Watson.  Poem.  Illustration  by  Elenore 
Plaisted  Abbott.  Decoration  by  G.  Alden 
Peirson. 

Thomas  Caplyle.  By  W.  C.  Brownell. 
With  the   Cougar  Hounds.  By 

Theodore  Roosevelt.  First  Paper.  Illus- 
trations from  photographs  by  Philip  K. 
Stewart.    (To  he  concluded  in  November.) 

Oscap  and  Louise.    By  Maegaeet 

Sutton  Briscoe.  Illustrations  by  Louise  L. 
Heustis. 

Oup  New  Bell-Buoy.    By  Chaeles 

Henry  Webb.   Poem.  Illustrated. 

The  United  States  Apmy.  By 

Francis  v.  Greene  (late  Maj  -Gen.  U.S.V.). 
The  second  of  three  papers.  Illustrations  by 
Howard  Pyle,  R.  F.  Zogbaum,  F.  C.  Yohn, 
and  others,  and  from  photographs. 

"  A  Tpiumph's  Evidence."  By  Wil- 
liam Allen  White. 

Ovep  Sunday.  By  Carolyn  Wells. 
Illustrations  by  Henry  Hutt. 

Incidents  of  the  Slums.  By  Walter 

A.  WycKOFP,  Author  of  "The  Workers." 

The  Pines  of  Lopy.     By  J.  A. 

Mitchell, Author  of  "Amos  Judd."  Chaps. 
IX-XII.  Decorations  by  Albert  D.  Blash- 
FIELD.    To  be  concluded. 

The  Point  of  View.  The  Question 
of  the  Humanities— Future  International 
Ethics. 

The  Field  of  Apt.  Sculpture  of 
Expression  and  Albert  Bartholom6.  By 
Russell  Sturqis.  Illustrated. 

LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARS  rOiV  &  COMPANY,  LTD. 

St.  JJmistan'.i  Housf. 

Fetter  Lake,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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I. 
II. 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI. 

VII. 
VIII. 
IX. 

X. 
XI. 
XII. 
XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 
XVI. 


President  Roosevelt.    By  W. 

Laird  Clowes. 

A  Business  View  of  South 

African  Pacification.    By  Henry 

BlRCHKNOUUH. 

A  Winter's  Walk  in  Canada. 

By  Arnold  Haultain. 

The  Sad  Plight  of  Bpitish 

Forestry.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. 

Recent    Experiments  with 

Sound  Signals.  By  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Bacon. 

Fpagments  of  Mp.  Gladstone's 

Conversation.  By  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Goodhart. 

Operative  Surgery  in  Ameri- 
ca. By  Kobprt  He.nry  Nksditt,  M.D. 

George  Eliot   and  George 

Sand.   By  the  Hon.  Lady  Ponsonby. 

"The  Body  of  Christ";  an 

Epoch-marking  Book.  .  By  the 

Rev.  Dr.  He.vky  R.  PekcivAL. 

Concerning  an  Imprisoned 

Rani.   By  Cornelia  Sorab.ji, 

The  Mediterranean  Tunny. 

By  W.  H.  Grp.nfell,  M.P. 

"  A  Newe  Herball."  By  Mrs. 

R.  M.  King. 

The  German  Order  of  the 

Iron  Cross.  By  Colonel  Lonsdale 
Hale. 

Should  the    University  of 

London    Include    Polytechnics  ? 

By  Sir  Michael  Foster,  K.C.B.,  M.P. 
Anarchism,   By  George  Jacob 

HOLVOAKE. 

Last  Month.  By  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 


LONDON  : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 
*SV.  Dnnstnn's  Hou^e. 

Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


FOURTH    EDITION    NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT :  flow  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them, 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE.     Crown  8vo.,  12s.  U, 


G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor.   London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  marston  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

October  to  December  31. 

KENNET  and  DUNN 

Four  Miles  (about).  I 

For  fnll  partii^ulars  of  the  above,  and  where  the 
ONLY  PLAN  of  these  WATERS  can  be  seen, 
combined  with  reasonable  Tarilf,  apply  to 

THE  BEAR  HOTEL 

UUNaERFOltn,  BERKS 
Vide  ABC  RaUway  Guide.     TiCketS  2  /6  M\ 

MAELOQ  LAKE  HOTEL. 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY  (LN.W.,  Main  Line). 

HOTEL  convenient  for  sport,  surrounded  by 
the  goU  links,  sea  coast  adjoins,  excellent 
bathing.  Capital  Trout  Fishing  in  adjoining 
lake  and  River  Crygill.  3d.  fare  to  Coron  Lake, 
Bodorgan  ;  all  best  for  sport  in  the  early  mouths. 
Trap  from  station,  golf  links,  and  boats,  all 
included  in  moderate  weekly  tariff,  forwarded 
on  request.         T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


OULTON  BROAD] 

COMMODORE  HOTEL. 

Very  quiet  and  comfortable  rooms, 
facing  the  Broad.  Anglers  should  put 
up  at  this  establishment.  Fishing-boats, 
bait  and  tackle  always  kept.  Thames 
skiffs  and  rowing  boats.  Small  establish- 
ment ;  small  expenses ;  therefore,  small 
charges.      STEBBINGS,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING  j 

(THREE  MILESI 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS, 

Nearest  Station,  5t.  Ives. 

Comfortable  Quarters.  Every  Requisite 
Reasonable  Charges.    Wire  or  Write-^- 
  A.  SCARP^ 

Angrlers  wistaiue:  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARIYIHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton, 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks  ;  most  charming  sceneiy, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cullin ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  bath-rooms  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting  con- 
venient to  Hotel. — For  further  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Hbaly,  The  Anglere' 
Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 


WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 


Should  send  Is.  8d.  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1901. 

Which  contains  inforniaoion  on  the  following 
subjects : — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing! 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia  &c.  ;  tlie' 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licenses  in  the: 
United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  Ush,  &c. ,  &c. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

ESIABLISHKD  1837.  ; 
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public  should  allow  them  to  pass  into  the  hands 
of  Tom,  Dick,  Harry,  or  other  persons  who  choose  to 
claim  them  and  warn  people  off.  If  there  is  no  other 
claimant  forthcoming,  it  is  generally  the  riparian 
owner  who  says,  "  This  is  my  fishery."  In  such  cases, 
if  we  allow  the  riparian  owner  to  put  up  notice  boards, 
warn  people  off,  if  the  local  angling  association  rents 
the  water  of  him  at  a  nominal  rent,  if  he  pays  rates, 
if  he  nets  the  river,  if  people  go  cap  in  hand  and  ask 
his  permission  to  fish,  all  these  facts,  or  maybe  a  few 
of  them  only,  are  cogent  evidence  that  he  is  the  owner 
of  the  fishery— evidence,  I  mean,  which  would  be 
accepted  by  a  court  of  law  as  proving  that  he  was  the 
owner.  Subservient  anglers  will  be  the  ones  who  will 
practically  give  away  the  fishery  to  the  first  riparian 
owner  claiming  it  in  such  cases  as  those  I  have  men- 
tioned—the cases  to  which  Mr.  Justice  North  referred. 

The  merits  of  the  Annie  Smith  case  have  really 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Sir  Roger  Palmer  case,  abso- 
lutely nothing  at  all,  beyond  showing  the  fact  that 
there  exists  a  certain  number  of  private  fisheries  in  the 
Thames.  Whether  Sir  Roger  Palmer  is  or  is  not  owner 
of  the  fishery  he  claims  is  clearly  a  matter  of  evidence 
which  the  courts  will  have  to  decide,  and  it  is  a  most 
difficult  thing  for  counsel  to  give  an  opinion  on  the 
case  before  he  knows  what  evidence  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
is  going  to  bring  forward.  I  mention  it  because  it  is 
bemg  urged  that  counsel's  opinion  ought  to  be  taken 
Speaking  as  a  member  of  the  Bar  myself,  I  am  per- 
fectly clear  that  there  is  no  difficult  legal  point  involved 
in  these  Thames  fishery  cases.    It  is  certain  that— 

(1)  The  public  are  not  recognised  by  law  as  having 
a  right  to  fish  in  the  non-tidal  portions  of  a  navigable 
river. 

(2)  Certain  persons  have  proved  a  right  to  private 
fisheries  in  the  Upper  Thames. 

(3)  According  to  Mr.  Justice  North  there  are  a  large 
aumber  of  what,  for  a  better  term,  I  may  call  vacant 
fisheries  on  the  Thames. 

It  is  for  the  angling  public  to  say  whether  they  will 
illow  the  first  riparian  owner  who  chooses  to  lay  claim  to 
these  vacant  fisheries  and  to  exclude  them  from  fishing, 
jr  whether  they  will,  in  the  interests  at  least  of  their 
poor  brethren  who  cannot  travel  to  Norway  or  Scotland 
md  elsewhere,  vigorously  resist  claims  which  cannot 
it  present  be  substantiated.  Now  and  again  actions 
vill  be  lost ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  certain  actions 
ire  sure  to  be  won.  Unless  these  claims  are  as  soon 
is  made  vigorously  disputed,  the  person  claiming  the 
ishery  will,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain,  in  the 
iourse  of  a  few  years  make  up  a  title  by  exercising 
lets  of  ownership  which  the  courts  will  accept 
IS  conclusive  evidence  of  ownership.  A  notice 
las,  for  instance,  recently  appeared  on  the  towpath 
)etween  Streatley  and  Cleeve  stating  that  there  is 
10  footpath,  and  persons  must  ask  permission  before 
ishing.  That  is  how  the  well-advised  riparian  owner 
isually  commences  his  clever  operations. 

There  is,  of  course,  another  way.  It  is  for  a  friendly 
>rrangement  to  be  come  to  between  some  great  public 
lody  (such  as  the  Corporation  or  L.C.C.)  and  the 
Phames  riparian  owners.  Many  of  these  latter,  I 
magme,  would  wiUingly  sell  their  rights  for  a  reason- 
.ble  sum.  It  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  general 
lolicy  that  a  great  river  like  the  Thames,  close  to 
jondon,  the  finest  place  of  recreation  perhaps  in  the 
fhole  country,  where  fisherman  have  fished  for 
enturies  without  let  or  hindrance,  should,  through 
Bgal  technicalities  and  nothing  else,  be  closed  to  them 
hove  Staines.  If,  sir,  you  could  use  your  influence  to 
iring  about  some  such  arrangement  you  would  earn  the 
latitude  of  thousands  of  anglers,  particularly  of  the 
oorer  classes.  Pending  such  arrangement,  it  seems 
0  me  there  is  nothing  to  do  but  fight,  not  offensively, 
ut  defensively,  resisting  these  claims  simply  for  the 
urpose  of  testing  tbem  by  legal  methods  before 
dmitting  them.  If  they  are  not  tested  by  legal 
lethods  I  see  no  way  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not 
hey  are  justly  made.— Your  obedient  servant,  Lex. 
P.S.— I  see  I  have  omitted  to  state  the  important 
;oint  that  uninterrupted  fishing  by  the  public  in  a 
iver  over  many  years  is  regarded  by  the  Courts  as 
oiportant  evidence,  tending  to  show,  not  the  right  of 
he  public,  but  the  absence  of  right  on  the  part  of  any 
nvate  person  to  stop  them.  To  the  man  in  the 
treet  it  is  the  same  thing;  the  lawyer  sees  a 
iSerence. 


THAMES  ANGLING  RIGHTS. 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  quite  in  accord  with  your  remarks 
pgarding  funds  for  defence  of  Andrews.  Why  cannot 
hames  anglers  take  a  test  action  by  friendly  means 
1  place  of  defending  a  fisherman  who  has  already 
gured  as  defendant  in  the  notorious  Smith  v.  Andrews 
ise  ?  Mrs.  Smith  was  always  most  willing  to  grant 
ermission  to  fish  if  approached  in  a  civil  manner, 
Qd  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  Sir  Ro^er 
aimer  would  act  similarly.  Have  Thames  riparfan 
wners  no  rights  whatever?  Is  it  that  professional 
aglers  can  take  their  clients  to  fish  in  any  water  they 
lay  choose.  I  have  known  and  liked  Andrews  for 
lany  years,  but  must  consider  his  intention  "  to  have 
smack  at  all  these  so-called  private  fisheries  "  quite 
idefensible.— Yours  truly,  Northants. 


THAMES  RIGHTS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,  —  There  seems  to  be  an  erroneous 
impression  in  your  mind  as  to  the  motives  of 
those  supporting  Andrews  in  the  above  case.  I  speak 
for  the  Anglers'  Association,  hut  as  I  am  not  their 
accredited  representative,  I  only  give  my  impression 
of  their  ideas.  No  attack  on  the  rights  of  property  is 
intended  or  would  be  tolerated  by  the  Anglers' 
Association.  We  simply  want  to  know  whore  wo  are. 
To  say  that  we  should  be  satisfied  because  Sir  Roger 
freely  gives  permission  to  fish,  seems  to  mo  very 
insidious  advice.  It  is  alleged  that  after  making  two 
attempts  some  years  since,  in  both  of  which  he  failed 
(and  it  hardly  seems  feasible  that  he  would  make  two 
claims  outside  his  own  boundaries),  ho  is  suddenly 
making  fresh  claims,  and  the  allegation  is  that  the 
great  freedom  with  which  he  is  ostentatiously  offering 
permission  through  his  bailiff  is  quite  a  now  thing. 
Now,  if  these  permissions  lull  us  into  false  security, 
we  should  be  admitting  a  right  that  we  do  not  believe 
exists.  The  case  of  Mrs.  Annie  Smith  was  on  quite 
different  lines  to  the  present  case,  so  we  are  informed. 

"Pheasant  Tail"  is  quite  in  error  as  to  counsel's 
opinion  ;  it  has  been  sought,  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
Abinger  is  one  that  commands  respect.  It  is  only 
right  that  this  movement  should  have  the  support  of 
the  angling  clubs  and  associations,  and  seeing  the 
influential  support  the  movement  has  outside  the 
clubs,  there  is  a  prospect  that  the  battle  can  be 
fought,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  necessity 
of  fighting  it. 

In  civil  cases,  however  just  your  case  is,  there  is  no 
certainty  of  success,  especially  if  you  haven't  the 
means  to  fight  it  right  through  to  the  House  of  Lords, 
so  that  I  don't  wish  to  raise  false  hopes.  Certainly 
we  have  reason  to  believe  our  case  good  in  law. 

The  Thames  to  become  a  public  river  is  a  certainty 
in  time,  if  anglers  only  work  for  it.  A  few  riparian 
owners  might  strenuously  oppose,  even  although  com- 
pensated for  their  rights,  and  the  Anglers'  Association 
mean  compensation  where  rights  are  proved.  A  free 
Thames  would  have  the  support  of  both  political 
parties  and  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men,  whether 
politicians  or  not. — Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  Marriott, 
Chairman  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Marriott  will  read  what  we  said,  and 
he  will  see  that  our  point  is  that  anglers  and  the 
public  should  not  be  asked  for  money,  until  the  best 
legal  advice  obtainable  says  there  is  a  good  case. — Ed.] 


Sir, — As  a  reader  of  your  valuable  paper,  will  you 
allow  me  to  take  exception  to  a  remark  of  yours  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Andrews,  the  professional 
fisherman,  v.  Sir  Roger  Palmer,  and  appearing  in  your 
Editorial  Notes  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  of  Oct.  12 
under  the  heading,  "  Thames  Pishing  Rights  "  ?  You 
instance  the  case  of  a  hansom-cab  driver  claiming,  on 
the  strength  of  his  ordinary  licence,  a  general  right  to 
drive  in  a  gentleman's  park  and  to  give  his  fare  an 
airing  there,  as  being  parallel  to  the  said  case  of 
Andrews  v.  Palmer.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  only  the 
same  with  a  difference.  The  gentleman's  park  is 
maintained  at  his  personal  expense  and  under  his 
individual  surveillance,  which  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
be  the  same  where  the  Thames,  a  natural  river,  is 
concerned— no^  maintained  at  any  individual  expense, 
either  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  or  any  other  riparian 
ovmer.  It  is  by  common  understanding  a  public 
waterway  with  national  jurisdiction,  and  this  not 
merely  as  a  matter  of  sentiment,  but  by  tacit  acknow- 
ledgment in  the  fact  that  the  locks,  etc.,  are  main- 
tained and  the  waterway  conserved  at  the  public 
expense. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Buteux. 

100,  Church-road,  Islington. 
_  [The  Thames  Conservators  do  not  claim  to  give  any 
right  to  fish.    Our  correspondent  will  be  all  rit^ht 
when  he  has  altered  the  law  of  England. — Ed.]  ° 


WHY  ALL  THIS  "TO  DO"? 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  excite- 
ment over  the  Andrews  case,  and  the  demonstration  in 
which  it  culminated.  The  one  thing  that  could  save 
Thames  angling  would  be  a  very  general  assertion  of 
their  rights  by  riparian  owners.  Our  once  peaceful 
and  picturesque  river  now  teems  with  steam  launches 
and  reeks  with  cockney  oarsmen,  to  the  destruction  of 
all  that  gives  it  real  charm  and  the  detriment  of  all 
Vfho  would  enjoy  it  in  a  proper  manner;  whilst  the 
thousands  of  would-be  anglers  who  flog  its  waters 
from  morning  till  night,  and  far  into  the  night  very 
often,  till  the  wretched  fish  are  reduced  to  suc4i  a  state 
of  nervous  trepidation  that  their  one  idea  is  to  find  a 
quiet  hole  to  hide  in,  make  anything  like  real  sport 
impossible. 

There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  riparian  owners 
could  not  give  permission  to  proper  applicants,  if 
properly  approached,  and  if  improper  applicants  (and 
perhaps  even  a  few  proper  ones)  are  shut  out,  all  true 
sportsmen,  as  well  as  our  once  grand  old  river,  will  be 
the  gainers.— -Yours  faithfully. 

Not  a  Riparian  Owner. 


LOUGHS  CORRIB  AND  MASK. 

Dear  Sir,— As  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh  in  your  last  issue 
referred  to  an  article  of  mine  in  the  Field  on  this 
subject,  I  should  like  to  say  that  at  the  time  I  was 
fashing  Comb  there  was  not  a  sign  of  cross-lining  and 
I  was  told  that  many  of  the  men  who  had  got  their 
living  previously  by  this  objectionable  method  of 
fishing  had  emigrated  when  the  bye-law  was  passed 
making  it  illegal.  It  was  very  evident  then  that 
the  fishing  was  improving;  I  had  capital  sport,  and 
am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hoar  that  some  of  the  local 
men  are  transgressing.  The  fish,  the  spring  I  was 
there,  were  rising  far  better  to  the  Drake  than  on 
Mask.  Both  lakes  in  my  opinion  are  excellent,  and 
it  is  difficult  and  not  profitable  to  draw  comparisons 
between  them.  I  was  told  rightly  or  wrongly  that 
Lough  Mask  was  sometimes  heavily  netted.  In  such 
a  wild  country  a  large  amount  of  poaching  is  almost 
certain  to  take  place,  particularly  on  lakes  which  are 
many  miles  in  circumference.  If  all  Knglish  anglers 
who  visit  these  waters  would  subscribe  to  the  local 
preservation  societies,  funds  would  be  available  for 
more  bailiffs,  without  which  poaching  cannot  be 
altogether  prevented. — Your  obedient  servant, 

Cowes,  Isle  of  Wight,  Joun  Bickeedykk. 

Oct.  14,  1901. 


NOTE  PROM  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — The  sport  has  been  poor  indeed  in  the 
part  of  the  lake  which  has  been  infested  with  cross- 
line  poachers.  I  hear  of  no  trout  being  caught,  or 
even  pike  ;  a  few  good  perch  only.  I  was  fortunate  on 
October  9  to  secure  my  first  salmon,  which  gave  me 
great  play  for  thirty-five  minutes,  and  turned  the 
scale  at  181b. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Gedney's  "  Wiry  Scot."  I  am 
wondering  if  there  was  a  printer's  error  in  that  gentle- 
man's description ;  probably  it  should  have  been 
"Wily  Scot,"  for  the  man  is  by  no  means  "wiry," 
but  "  burly,"  and  over  six  feet  in  his  boots.  I've  little 
hope,  from  what  I  could  gather  from  him,  of  cross- 
lining  being  effectually  stopped  this  side  of  Inchingoill 
Islands  unless  more  bailiffs  are  employed,  which  is  a 
remote  chance,  as  funds  are  low.  I  understood,  when 
at  Galway  in  July,  whilst  watching  countless  numbers 
of  salmon  from  the  bridge  in  the  river  under  waiting 
to  ascend  the  ladder  to  go  up  Lough  Corrib,  that  this 
river  fishery  of  a  few  hxmdred  yards  only  belonged  to  a 
lady  whose  income  exceeded  £8000  per  annum  from 
the  salmon  and  eels  alone.  Funds  should  not  be  short 
to  prevent  i^oaching  on  Lough  Corrib,  should  thev  ?— 
Yours  truly,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 


SPORT  AT  OUGHTERARD. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  A.  H.  Stanbury,  who,  with  his 
friend  Mr.  B.  Salmon,  has  just  returned  from  a  visit 
to  Oughterard,  Ireland,  wishes  us  to  send  you  the 
undermentioned  report,  thinking  it  might  be  of  use  to 
you  in  connection  with  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  which 
he  is  a  regular  subscriber. 

List  of  catches  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Stanbury  :— Sept.  21— 
Two  perch,  IJlb.  each,  one  trout,  4^1b.  ;  Sept.  22— Two 
trout,  3Jlb.,  2ib. ;  Sept.  23— One  trout,  IJlb.,  one  perch, 
fib.,  one  pike,  2^1b. ;  Sept.  24— Two  trout,  IJlb.,  If  lb., 
two  perch,  l^lb.,  fib. ;  Sept.  26— One  trout,  2ilb.,  one 
perch,  fib. ;  Oct.  2— Three  trout,  21b.,  21b.,  lib. 

List  of  catches  by  Mr.  E.  Salmon :— Sept.  21— One 
perch,  lilb.  ;  Sept.  23-One  trout,  lib.;  Sept.  25  — 
One  trout,  fib.,  two  perch.  If  lb.  IJlb. ;  Oct.  1— One 
trout,  3ilb.,  one  perch,  fib. ;  Oct.  2— Two  trout,  21b. 
each. 

During  their  stay  they  were  very  well  entertained 
by  Mr.  Norton,  the  Railway  Hotel,  and  found  him  a 
very  genial  host,  and  everything  to  their  liking.  They 
were  also  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  services  of 
Mr.  Patrick  Gill,  of  Oughterard,  whom  they  found  a 
very  good  guide,  and  anyone  not  accustomed  to  the 
district  could  not  do  better  than  secure  his  services. — 
Yours  truly,  Stanbury  &  Co. 

Liverpool. 


THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "ZOO." 
Dear  Sir, — I  must  take  exception  to  Mr.  G.  E. 
Simms's  remarks  about  west  country  trout  in  his  letter 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  12.  He 
states  that  Mr.  Barton's  catch  of  20,000  trout  is  nothiu" 
much  to  boast  about  as  "  trout  in  the  west  weigh  from 
four  to  six  to  the  pound,  and  certainly  as  specimens 
we  who  fish  the  Thames  and  the  southern  streams 
would  not  think  of  giving  them  a  place  in  our  creels  "  I 
In  the  first  xilace,  I  do  not  suppose  any  angler  would 
regard  a  three-ounce  trout  as  a  "  specimen,"  and, 
secondly,  probably  Mr.  Simms  has  never  fished  any 
\vest  country  streams  that  hold  fish  larger  than  the 
size  he  mentions,  for,  taking  such  rivers  as  the  Usk 
and  Monnow  and  their  tributaries,  the  average, 
especially  in  the  Usk,  is  less  than  four  to  the  pound, 
and  I  do  not  think  nowadays  anyone  who  really 
desires  good  sport  among  trout  is  justified  in 
complaining  when  he  can  get  fish  averaging  three  to 
the  pound,  with  occasional  half  and  three-quarter 
pounders,  and  the  angler  need  not  be  ashamed  if  he 
can  show  between  five  and  ten  pounds  of  "  west  comitry 
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trout "  averaging  three  to  the  pound  for  his  day's 
sport.  May  1  very  likely  suits  some  streams  for  the 
opening  day,  but  down  here  the  trout  are  in  good  con- 
dition by  April  1,  though  we  commence  fishing  earlier 
than  that,  and  within  the  "  legitimate  "  season,  which 
opens  either  one  of  the  early  days  of  March  or  the  latter 
end  of  February,  in  fact  the  best  part  of  the  season  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Usk  is  in  March  and  April. 

I  do  not  see  how  Mr.  Simms  can  in  any  manner 
compare  Thames  trout  fishing  with  trouting  in  the 
west,  for  the  former  more  approaches  salmon  fishing 
by  all  accounts,  both  as  regards  weights  and  its  expen- 
siveness,  and  every  one  is  not  endowed  with  the  means 
of  following  up  the  pursuit  of  specimens  in  the  shape 
of  Thames  trout,  neither  does  the  privilege  of  fishing 
chalk  streams  with  dry  fly  fall  to  the  lot  of  the 
majority  of  trout  anglers,  nor  has  it  yet  done  so  to  me. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Eenest  Webster, 

Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society. 


THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "  ZOO." 

Dear  Sib, — Whatever  Mr.  Simms  may  think,  I  am 
not  one  who  recklessly  rushes  into  print.  I  only  wrote 
the  letter  under  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  feeling,  as  I 
still  do,  that  the  trout  were  a  disgrace  to  the  "  Zoo." 
The  picture  Mr.  Simms  has  drawn  is  not  a  very 
inviting  one.  I  do  not  profess  to  be  an  expert  on  fish 
parasites,  but  I  have  taken  a  louse-infested  fish  or  two 
in  stagnant  water  (the  Bude  Canal),  and  they  had  not 
the  appearance  of  those  in  question.  Not  only  were 
the  latter  covered  with  patches  of  downy  matter,  but 
they  were  not  in  anything  like  condition,  and  some 
were  blind.  Compare  them  with  the  lovely  lot  at  the 
Crystal  Palace. 

I  did  not  say  I  had  killed  20,000  .trout,  but  had 
landed  them — three-fifths  would  be  about  the  propor- 
tion retained — and  I  mentioned  it,  not  to  boast,  but 
to  show  I  am  no  stranger  to  trout.  Dartmoor  and 
Tamar  trout  are  often  classed  together,  which,  as  any- 
one who  knows  anything  about  them  will  acknowledge, 
is  manifestly  unfair.  Talk  about  recklessness  1  He 
makes  me  fish  every  day  in  the  week — Sundays  in- 
cluded. A  day  and  a  half  per  week  would  be  nearer 
mark. 

I  still  say  no  fisherman  worthy  the  name  would  keep 
such  fish  as  those  I  saw  at  the  Zoo,  and  they  would 
not  be  returned  lest  they  should  infect  the  healthier 
lot  left  behind. — Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Barton. 


"FISH  FULL  OP  SPAWN  IN  SEPTEMBER." 

Dear  Sib, — What  "  Ignoramus  "  might  consider 
spawn  fully  developed  in  September  would  probably 
be  about  a  third  of  what  it  would  be  next  March  or 
April.  I  have  caught  roach,  bream,  and  perch  with 
spawn  in  September.  On  one  occasion  I  caught 
thirty-eight  perch  and  every  one  had  spawn;  but  it 
would  be  absurd  to  say  that  they  were  full  of  it. 

If  "Ignoramus"  will  look  at  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  March  21,  1891,  page  183,  it  says  :  "Last  October 
the  roach  had  developed  a  considerable  amount  of 
spawn,  which  when  nicely  browned  before  a  clear  fire 
was  excellent."  So  nice,  in  fact,  that  I  preferred  the 
spawn  to  the  roach. — Yours  truly,  H.  0.  D. 

COARSE  FISH  SPAWNING  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sib, — Your  editorial  note  to  the  letter  by 
"  Ignoramus,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  October  12, 
has  prompted  me  to  write  a  few  lines  on  the  subject  of 
the  late  spawning  of  coarse  fish,  since  my  experience 
of  the  last  two  months  has  been  somewhat  similar  to 
that  of  "Ignoramus." 

On  August  10,  whilst  holiday-making  on  the  Stour 
at  Sudbury,  I  discovered  two  large  shoals  of  fine  dace 
in  one  of  the  backwaters  there.  They  were  very  shy, 
and  had  to  be  "stalked"  as  cautiously  as  Dovedale 
trout.  Even  4x  gut  casts,  if  delivered  at  all  clumsily, 
invariably  put  the  whole  shoal  down  with  a  huge 
splash.  After  many  attempts  I  managed  to  secure  a 
brace  of  fish  of  about  ten  ounces.  One  of  these  fish, 
on  being  opened,  was  found  to  have  a  large  hard  roe, 
as  firm  and  as  fully  developed  as  that  of  a  herring  in 
its  prime. 

Since  returning  to  Lancashire  I  have  done  very  little 
with  the  rod,  but  on  Saturday,  September  14,  I  had  a 
day  on  the  Gowy  at  Mickle  Trafford,  near  Chester.  I 
brought  home  half  a  dozen  dace,  taken  with  the  wet 
fly,  and  found,  to  my  extreme  surprise,  that  one  of 
these  fish  was  heavy  with  spawn.  I  opened  and 
examined  the  fish  most  carefully,  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  spawn  was  the  natural  roe  of 
the  fish.  It  was  piuky-yellow  in  colour,  each  indi- 
vidual ovum  being  about  the  size  of  a  turnip-seed. 
(Now,  please,  Mr.  Printer,  don't,  for  goodness  sake, 
leave  out  that  word  "seed." 

It  is  scarcely  likely  that  I  should  have  confounded 
this  roe  with  that  of  any  other  fish  which  the  dace 
might  have  consumed.  If  it  could  have  been  that  the 
dace  had  eaten  the  roe,  what  fish  deposits  spawn  of 
this  kind  in  September  to  such  an  extent  that  this 
particular  individual  could  cram  itself  almost  to 
bursting  point  ? 

And  yet  one  other  instance,  although  somewhat 
earlier  and  under  different  conditions.    A  pond  near 


here,  rented  by  myself,  contains  a  large  number  of 
roach  and  rudd,  and  in  the  first  week  in  August  I  took 
several  small  fish  from  this  pond  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  milt  ran  from  them  whilst  I  was  removing 
them  from  the  hook. 

I  am  bound  to  admit,  however,  that  all  the  cases  I 
have  quoted  can  only  be  regarded  as  exceptional,  for 
in  no  instance  have  I  found  more  than  one  or  two 
fish  in  a  catch  in  this  abnormal  condition. — Yours 
faithfully,  Francis  C.  Hudson. 


NOT  EIGHT-INCH  GUDGEON,  BUT  A 
PRINTER'S  ERROR. 
Dear  Sir, — -If  you  will  refer  to  my  manuscript 
report  sent  to  you  on  Oct.  2,  you  will  find  that  what  I 
said  was  that  plenty  of  perch  of  eight  inches  had  been 
taken  with  gudgeon.  After  fifty  years'  experience  I 
am  not  likely  to  report  gudgeon  of  eight  inches. — 
Y^ours  truly,  John  O'George. 

Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

[It  is  only  fair  to  Mr.  George  to  say  that  the  error 
was  in  our  office,  and  that  what  he  wrote  was  that 
"  Perch  again  have  been  giving  good  sport  up  to 
lib.  lOoz.  with  gudgeon,  plenty  had  eight  inches 
long." — Ed.] 


FREE  FISHING  AT  AND  AROUND 
THETFORD. 
Dear  Sir, — In  "Jottings  by  the  Way,"  under  date 
of  Oct.  5,  "Dragnet"  has  quoted  the  remarks  of  a 
correspondent,  which  if  not  corrected  may  cause  a 
fruitless  journey  and  disappointment  to  some  reader. 
The  correspondent  in  question  is  quoted  as  follows : 
"  There  is  plenty  of  free  fishing  at  and  around  Thet- 
ford,  and  permission  can  be  obtained  for  any  amount 
of  private  water  at  Melford,  Shadwell,  Rushford, 
Croxton,  and  other  places."  This  is  distinctly  mis- 
leading. The  Little  Ouse  from  Thetford  downwards 
is  available  to  all  from  the  towing-path,  but  the  waters 
above  Thetford  (Upper  Little  Ouse  and  River  Thet) 
have  always  been  in  private  hands,  and  there  is  no 
right  of  way  or  public  fishing  rights.  Until  compara- 
tively recently  leave  to  fish  these  upper  waters  was 
not  difficult  to  obtain,  and  frequently  they  were  fished 
by  many  who  had  not  the  courtesy  to  ask  permission 
of  the  owners.  The  estates  through  which  the  upper 
waters  flow  have  recently  changed  ownership,  and  all 
leave  is  now  withheld  and  notice  boards  posted  to 
warn  off  trespassers.  This  unfortunate  position  has 
to  a  great  extent  resulted  from  the  unwarrantable 
liberties  taken  by  some  members  of  the  angling  public 
to  the  detriment  of  all.  The  estates  in  the  district 
are  essentially  "  game  "  and  sporiing  estates,  and  it  is 
not  surprising  that  the  owners  do  not  care  to  have 
"  all  and  sundry  "  wandering  through  them. — Yours 
faithfully,  F.  N.  S. 


PISHING  IN  RANWORTH  BROAD. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  weeks  since  three  men  were  fined 
by  the  bench  of  magistrates  at  Blofield  for  fishing  in 
Ranworth  Broad,  or,  as  alleged,  in  South  Walsham 
Broad. 

It  was  claimed  that  the  tide  rose  and  fell  in  the 
broad,  and  as  a  fact  it  runs  miles  above  the  dyke  or 
entrance  to  the  broad  from  the  River  Bure.  However, 
witnesses  were  produced  who  swore  the  tide  did  not 
rise  there ;  but  why  did  not  the  worthy  bench  drive 
over,  which  they  could  have  done  in  half-an-hour,  and 
waited  and  judged  for  themselves. 

The  persons  interested  ought  to  have  lived  about 
nine  hundred  years  ago,  and  they  could  have  flattered 
Canute  a  bit  and  been  rebuked  by  him. 

There  is  a  certainty,  however,  that  if  the  Norfolk 
County  Council,  or  other  qualified  authority,  does  not 
quickly  take  an  interest  in  these  inland  waters,  they 
will  in  a  very  few  years  be  silted  up,  and  their  open 
and  health-giving  spaces  will  come  to  be  reed-beds 
and  finally  marsh-land,  which  will  be  annexed  by  the 
owners  of  the  adjoining  property,  and  not  a  vestige  of 
watery  space,  except  the  navigable  rivers,  will  be  left 
open  to  the  public. — Y'^ours  faithfully, 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 


TROUT  AT  CHISWICK. 
Dear  Sir, — An  interesting  event  took  place  'at  Mr. 
King's  fisheries.  Grove  Park,  Chiswick,  on  Monday, 
Oct.  14,  when  a  first  consignment  of  trout,  S.  irideus, 
were  turned  in  from  the  Buckland  Trout  Farm,  North 
Devon,  in  the  presence  of  several  of  the  season  ticket 
holders. 

If  the  enterprising  experiment  of  Mr.  King's  is  a 
success,  it  will  be  the  only  trout  fishery  in  the 
metropolis,  being  only  about  twenty-five  minutes 
from  Waterloo,  South  Western  Railway. 

There  will  be  further  consignments  during  this 
month.  They  are  a  very  healthy  lot,  and  will  be 
ready  to  take  in  the  trouting  season  next  April.  These 
trout  reach  several  pounds  where  they  thrive.  This 
water  has  been  reported  on  by  an  expert,  so  there  is 
every  prospect  for  good  sport  with  the  fly  next  season. 
— Yours  faithfully,  W.  Tomlinson. 

Barnes. 


HOW  BARGEES  POACH  CANALS. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  so  much  just  lately  on  the 
poaching  on  Lough  Corrib,  I  think  I  may  say  some- 
thing on  the  poaching,  as  it  is  nothing  else,  here. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  Company's  canal  runs  on 
the  outskirts  of  Congleton,  and  holds  a  fair  quantity 
of  fish,  mostly  roach  and  perch.  The  roach  are  the 
better  fish,  as  they  run  much  larger  than  the  perch. 
The  poaching  is  done  by  the  boatmen,  who  have  large 
Y-shaped  nets  with  a  stout  handle.  Along  the  barge 
are  planks  from  the  top  of  the  cabin  to  the  prow  of 
the  boat.  The  netsman  takes  his  place  at  the  prow, 
standing  on  a  plank  ;  he  then  (as  the  barge  is  moving 
along)  shoves  his  net  to  the  bottom  of  the  canal  (on 
the  side  of  the  barge  that  is  nearest  the  bank),  and 
walks  along  the  planks  to  the  cabin,  holding  the  net 
down  solid  on  the  bottom  of  the  canal.  When  he  gets 
to  the  cabin  he  immediately  lifts  up  the  net,  which 
often  as  not  contains  three  or  four  fish.  This  work  is 
done  so  well  that  the  canal  is  simply  devoid  of  large 
roach. 

I  have  seen  the  boatmen  take  a  score  of  fish,  many 
over  half  a  pound,  in  a  few  minutes,  and  have  many  a 
time  been  asked  by  the  men  if  I  have  had  any  luck. 
On  saying  "  None  at  all,"  their  next  question  was, 
"Want  to  buy  any?  I've  got  a  bucketful  of  good 
uns  for  sale  below." 

If  some  association,  and  I  think  there  is  one  at 
Macclesfield  who  have  a  right  to  fish  the  canal,  would 
put  a  stop  to  it,  I  am  sure  the  fishing  would  be  worth 
something.  P.  Renshaw. 

Cheshire. 


FISHING  NEAR  DIEPPE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  A.  H.  Gale  about  fishing 
near  Dieppe,  I  have  had  some  few  years'  experience  of 
the  fishing  there,  and  am  pleased  to  give  him  some 
information.  I  had  good  sport  on  the  river  Scie  at 
St.  Aubin  ;  I  think  it  is  the  next  station  from  Dieppe 
where  the  miller  very  kindly  gave  me  permission  to 
fish.  The  trout  were  very  game,  but  as  a  rule  not 
large,  mostly  running  about  Jib.,  though  I  have  caught 
them  up  to  21b.  and  over.  Latterly  this  fishing  was 
let,  but  there  may  be  a  chance  of  its  having  been 
given  up. 

At  Ouville,  another  station,  the  Saane  runs  down  to 
Quiberville  into  the  sea;  it  is  a  lovely  little  seaside 
place,  the  fishing  is  free  for  some  distance  up,  and  then 
permission  can  be  got  from  the  farmers  at  Longuiel  to 
fish  in  their  meadows.  For  several  miles  of  the 
river  it  is  a  narrow  stream,  deep  in  places.  I  often 
had  good  sport,  and  one  afternoon  got  twelve  and 
a-half  brace.  It  is  very  little  fished,  but  in  places  they 
net  it,  which  used  to  annoy  me.  The  trout  take  the 
fly  well ;  I  don't  think  they  ever  saw  a  fly  used 
before  I  went  there,  and  were  surprised  to  see  that 
style  of  fishing. — Yours  truly,  J.  M. 


A  PUZZLED  EFT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Old  Man's  "  letter,  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  12,  may  turn  out  to  be  interesting  from  a  fish- 
culturist's  point  of  view,  as  it  is  possible  that  he  may 
have  discovered  a  new  enemy  to  fry ;  it  would  be  help- 
ful to  know  what  kind  of  small  fish  this  one  appeared 
to  be.  However,  I  have  taken  and  seen  taken  dozens 
of  these  efts  from  shallow  ponds  near  fry  ponds,  but 
do  not  remember  getting  them  in  the  latter  ;  and  from 
observation  I  should  hardly  think  that  an  eft  would  be 
capable  of  moving  quickly  enough  to  catch  an  uninjured 
fish,  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  one  "  Old  Man" 
and  his  friend  saw  must  have  been  a  dead  fish  which 
the  eft  had  picked  off  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  Most 
questions  have  two  sides,  and  even  if  these  efts  do 
manage  to  catch  a  fry  or  two  they  have  to  pay  the 
penalty  later  on.  On  opening  a  small  pike  I  killed  in 
Ireland  last  February  there  were  no  less  than  six  of 
these  efts  inside  of  it,  beside  the  partial  remains  of 
others. — Yours  truly,  E.  A.  L. 

Frome. 


PELT,  OR  VULCANITE  ASPHALTE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  connection  with  the  use  of  felt  soles 
for  fishing  boots  and  fishing  huts,  allow  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  readers  to  the  vulcanite  asphalte 
made  by  the  Vulcanite  Asphalte  Co.,  Belfast.  It  is 
much  lighter  than  felt,  made  under  great  pressure, 
impervious  to  wet,  and  practically  unaffected  by  heat. 
It  is  made  for  roofing  purposes,  damp  courses,  damp 
floors,  etc. 

I  enclose  you  sample,  and  may  say  that  I  have  no 
interest  in  recommending  it  other  than  the  general 
good.  The  price  here  is  fifteen  square  yards  for  4s.  6d. 
-  that  is,  a  roll ;  if  cut,  5d.  per  square  yard.  It  would, 
of  course,  not  last  for  ever,  but  there  is  every  appear- 
ance that  by  the  time  it  has  worn  itself  out  it  will 
have  well  paid  its  cost. 

Be  sure  to  get  the  Irish  article,  for  I  am  told  that 
another  kind  is  not  to  be  compared  with  it  for  lasting.— 
Yours  truly.  Joseph  John  Hills. 

Berwick-on-Tweed. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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BY  THE  EDITOE. 


A  12lb.  lOoz.  Carp  by  a  Medway  Angler. 
Mr.  David  Pine,  of  Maidstone,  very  kindly  sends 
me  the  following  note  about  the  capture  of  a  grand 
carp  by  Mr.  Seager,  of  the  Maidstone  Angling 
Society.  I  congratulate  Mr.  S.  on  the  capture  of 
such  a  fine  fish,  and  without  reel  or  running  line 
makes  it  all  the  more  noteworthy.  Mr.  Pine  has 
sent  me  a  photo,  but  I  fear  it  is  too  dark  to 
reproduce  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Dear  Mahston, — I  send  you  two  photos  of  the  fish 
and  its  captor.  The  man  is  one,  Mr.  Seager,  a  member 
of  our  angling  society,  a  very  keen  fisherman,  and 
especially  fond  of  fishing  for  the  wily  bream.  One 
morning  last  week,  while  this  gentleman  was  sitting 
in  his  boat  patiently  expecting  his  float  to  give  the 
desired  signal,  he  observed  it  slowly  gliding  ofi  in  a 
slanting  direction,  and  upon  striking  he  found  that 
be  was  in  a  real  big  'un.  The  rod  was  a  very  light 
one,  and  with  no  reel  and  a  tight  line  there  was  a 
serious  doubt  of  the  ultimate  appearance  of  the 
monster  in  the  landing-net.  Mr.  Seager,  hovyever, 
stuck  bravely  to  his  post,  and  played  the  fish  with 
great  patience  and  skill.  Luckily  for  the  angler,  the 
carp  made  no  very  big  run,  but  circled  around  the 
boat  a  great  number  of  times,  and  so  eventually  be- 
came exhausted,  and  was  carefully  netted.  This  may 
not  be  a  record  for  size,  but  I  fancy  it  is  a  record  carp 
to  have  been  taken  on  a  tight  line,  and  that  of  the 
finest.  The  fish  weighed  121b.  lOoz.,  and  has  been 
sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Sons,  of  St.  Luke's,  for  pre- 
servation. 

]\Ir.  Seager  is  justly  proud  of  his  capture,  and  when 
the  fish  is  first  shown  in  our  club-room  there  will  be 
a  great  libation  to  the  god  in  honour  of  its  arrival. 

I  may  add  that  this  is  the  largest  carp  ever  taken 
from  the  Medway  by  fair  angling. — Yours  faithfully, 

David  H.  Pike. 


Messrs.  Macmillan  &  Co.  are  to  publish  a  series 
of  volumes  on  American  sport,  somewhat  on  the 
lines  of  the  Badminton  Series,  to  be  edited  by 
Mr.  Caspar  Whiting.  The  late  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney 
and  Mr.  Dean  Sage  were  to  do  the  volume  on 
salmon  and  trout,  and  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
get  anyone  else  to  do  the  work  Mr.  Cheney  could 
so  well  have  done,  unless  Mr.  Sage  takes  it  up  as 
well  as  his  own  part  of  the  work.  One  of  the 
volumes  will  be  by  President  Roosevelt  on  big 
game. 


The  largest  salmon  killed  on  the  Tay  this  season 
was  one  of  471b.,  killed  at  Willie's  Stone,  on  the 
Taymount  water,  on  Oct.  14  by  Mr.  Butter,  who 
was  fishing  with  a  phantom. 

Messrs.  Farlow  &  Co.,  Strand,  had  a  beautiful 
salmon  of  451b.  on  show  in  their  window  on 
Thursday  last.  It  was  taken  with  a  small  Gled 
by  Captain  William  Savile  on  the  Lochy.  It  is 
reputed  to  be  the  record  fish  of  the  season.  Messrs 
Farlow  are  making  a  model  of  the  fish  in  wood. 


A  Scotch  correspondent  tells  me  that  on  the 
famous  Allan  Water  "  dozens  of  anglers  (save  the 
mark)  on  the  last  days  of  the  season  go  home  with 
bags  full  of  snatched  salmon."    This  is  notorious. 


Salmon  anglers  will  be  delighted  to  hear  that 
the  new  system  of  making  salmon  passes  invented 
by  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  of  Perth,  is  proving  most 
successful,  and  taking  away  the  old  reproach  of  a 
salmon  pass  being  impassable  by  salmon.  Mr. 
Malloch  recently  put  one  of  his  passes  on  the 
Ruchill  for  Lord  Ancaster ;  now  that  river  is  alive 
with  salmon  above  the  pass.  Mr.  Cairns  killed 
five  one  day  and  seven  another  where  none  could 
get  before  the  pass  was  put  in.  The  same  splendid 
result  is  reported  from  the  other  passes  Mr.  Malloch 
has  put  up.  , 

Me.  Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Silk  Water- 
proof Lines. 
The  best  dressed  silk  lines  for  salmon  fishing 
which  I  have  ever  seen  are  those  dressed  by  Mr. 
W.  Wells  Ridley,  and  first  exhibited  at  the  Great 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition  of  1883.  Mr. 
P.  'D.  Malloch  saw  the  Ridley  lines  there  also, 
and  was  so  much  impressed  with  them  that  he 
called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Francis  Francis,  then 
angling  editor  of  the  Field,  to  them.  Writing  to 
me  the  other  day,  Mr.  Malloch  said :  "  Since 
seeing  Mr.  Ridley's  lines  I  have  never  been  satisfied 
with  any  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  the  market, 
and  I  have  for  a  long  time  past  been  working  at 
producing  a  line  like  Mr.  Ridley's,  and  I  think  I 
have  succeeded.  I  send  you  one  which  I  have  been 
using  this  autumn.  I  have  killed  a  great  many 
fish  on  it,  and  yet  you  could  not  tell  that  it  had 
been  used." 

Certainly  the  line  shows  not  the  least  sign  of 
having  killed  many  salmon,  and  next  to  Mr.  Ridley's 
it  is  the  best  I  have  seen.  Mr.  Malloch  also  sends 
me  a  grand  spinning  line,  and  a  bit  of  the  same 
kind  that  has  been  used  continually  all  the  autumn 
spinning  with  minnow,  prawn,  and  spoon,  which  is 
the  hardest  test  you  can  use  on  a  line.  The  dressing 
seems  as  good  as  ever,  and  there  is  no  sign  of 
'  knuckling,"  that  fatal  defect  of  so  many  "  dressed  " 
lines.  For  pike  fishing  the  Kingfisher  No.  2 
spinning  line  would  be  first-rate. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  without  actually  using  it, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Malloch's  five 
years  of  experiments  have  produced  a  most  perfect 
line,  and  the  fact  that  he  himself  is  satisfied 
with  it — in  fact  "  delighted  "  with  it — is  as  good  a 
testimonial  as  any  line  could  have.  His  reputa- 
tion as  one  of  the  best  salmon  fishermen  of  this  or 
any  day  is  unassailable. 

There  was  a  rise  of  three  feet  in  the  Tweed  on 
Saturday  last,  so  that  sport  should  have  been  good 
this  week.  My  fate  has  been  to  be  compelled  to 
decline  an  invitation  to  fish  the  grand  Upper  Floors 
water.  On  such  occasions  I  think  of  a  question 
a  small  boy  asked  as  he  came  back  after  a  summer 
holiday — "  Why  was  London  ever  invented  ?  " 

The  Tay  has  been  giving  salmon  anglers  grand 
sport  this  autumn.  Tweed  last  year,  Tay  this ;  it 
will  be  the  Usk's  turn  to  make  a  good  show  next. 
It  is  very  cmious  how  salmon  rivers  vary  ;  the 
rainfall,  or  snowfall,  seems  to  be  by  far  the  most 
important  factor  as  affecting  the  presence  or 
absence  of  salmon. 


with  salmon  anglers  who  have  been  to  Norway 
this  season.  But,  to  my  surprise,  he  said  he  had  had 
a  capital  time — reached  his  beat  just  after  a  fresh, 
found  lots  of  fish  up,  and  had  very  few  blank  days. 
And  the  poor  previous  tenants  had  done  nothing 
except  get  scorched  in  the  blazing  sun  and  blinded 
by  the  glittering  river. 


I  met  a  friend  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  the  other 
evening  who  had  been  to  Norway,  and  fully  ex- 
pected to  hear  the  tale  of  woe  that  has  been  usual 


"  The  Chicago  Nottingham  Style." 

Mr.  E.  Hough,  of  Chicago,  describes  what  he 
calls  the  "  Chicago  Nottingham  style  "  of  casting  a 
bait.  The  modus  ojjerandi  is  more  that  of  the 
Thames  style,  but  it  is  pretty  curious  anyway : 

"  Mr.  James  L.  Van  Uxem  to-day  told  me  some- 
thing about  a  fashion  of  bait  casting  which  seems 
to  be  gaining  ground  in  this  part  of  the  world.  It 
will  be  borne  in  mind  that  Chicago  has  been  justly 
famous  as  the  mother  of  the  art  of  bait  casting  with 
the  short  rod  and  three  reels.    Not  content  with 
perfecting  this  system  of  bait  casting,  Chicago  now 
seems  bent  upon  elaborating  another  system  quite 
the  reverse,  and  one  which  would  be  stigmatised  as 
highly  improper,  if  not  immoral,  by  all  practi- 
tioners of  the  art  of  bait  casting  with  the  free  reel. 
In  brief,  the  bait  caster  of  this  new  school  uses  a 
cane  pole  as  long  as  he  can  secure.    He  does  nOt 
have  any  reel  at  all,  but  at  about  the  place  where 
the  first  guide  would  come  on  a  casting  rod  he  has 
lashed  to  his  cane  pole  a  big  agate  guide,  whose 
afierture  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  lead  pencil.  Metal 
trumpet  guides  of  equal  calibre  arc  lashed  along 
the  rod  and  the  tip  has  an  agate  guide  of  the  same 
size.    The  line  used  is  of  hard,  enamelled  silk, 
rather  larger  and  stiffer  than  can  be  used  in  bait 
casting  with  the  reel.    The  angler  uses  a  big  spoon 
or  a  big  frog,  the  weight  not  making  much  differ- 
ence.   His  line  he  coils  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat, 
and  then,  standing  up,  with  a  vast  sweep  of  his 
fishing  engine,  he  hurls  out  the  bait  to  a  distance 
of  perhaps  one  hundred  feet,  the  line  passing  out 
readily  through  the  big  guides.    The  recovery  is 
done  hand  over  hand,  and  the  line  is  coiled  as 
before.    This  style  of  fishing  is  an  elaboration  of  the 
ancient  art  of  the  cane  pole,  with  a  line  of  its  own 
length  tied  fast  to  the  tip.    This  Long  Tom  cast- 
ing, as  it  might  perhaps  well  be  called,  is  proved 
to  be  successful  in  killing  bass.    A  number  of 
Chicago  fishermen  practise  it.    As  an  art  it  was 
first  perfected  on  Fox  Lake,  and  as  it  is  constantly 
practised  by  the  Dunnell  boys,  well-known  shooters 
and  fishers  of  that  locality,  it  was,  perhaps,  they 
who  first  perfected  it.    In  the  brains  of  anglers 
there  be  many  schemes.     Not  every  man  can 
handle  a  free  running  reel,  especially  if  it  costs 
twenty  dollars,  but  he  can  cast  with  the  Long 
Tom — unless  the  line  happens  to  get  caught  on  the 
seat  board." 

I  presume  "  three  reels  "  is  a  nice  little  printer's 
error  for  free  reel. 


There  is  an  air  of  possibility,  not  to  say  truth, 
about  this  latest  fish  story  from  Forest  and  Stream  : 

The  Fountain  of  Youth. 
"  Out  at  my  old  home  in  New  Jersey  we  had  a 
famous  spring  of  cold  water  ;  a  ban-el  had  been  let 
down  into  the  ground  for  the  water,  and  in  this  was 
a  huge  trout.  The  fish  was  exceedingly  tame,  and 
we  were  accustomed,  when  going  for  water,  to 
throw  in  to  him  bread  crumbs  and  other  delicacies, 
which  he  would  go  for  with  a  rush,  and  on  occasion 
with  a  tremendous  strike.  One  day  grandfather 
came  to  visit  us,  a  dear  old  man,  fi-om  his  farm  in 
Massachusetts.  At  the  dinner  table  the  clear,  cold 
water  was  the  subject  of  his  enthusiastic  praises, 
and  he  was  told  of  the  spring,  but  no  one  con- 
sidered it  worth  while  to  say  anything  about  the 
trout.  Later  in  the  day  the  old  man  thought  he 
would  like  a  drink  of  that  spring  water,  so  out  he 
went,  kneeled  down  by  the  barrel,  took  his  hat  ofl", 
stooped  over  and  rested  a  hand  on  either  side  of  the 
spring,  put  his  mouth  down  in  an  easy,  satisfied 
sort  of  a  way  to  the  surface,  and  had  just  touched 
the  tip  of  his  nose  to  the  water  when  there  came  a 
whish,  flap  and  splash,  and  with  a  double-back- 
action  handspring  the  old  man  just  saved  his  nose. 
If  you  had  been  there  to  see  the  agility  he  displayed 
you  would  have  agreed  with  the  rest  of  us  that 
there  was  nothing  more  potent  to  make  an  old 
man  young  again  than  a  big  trout  in  a  spring.  We 
named  that  spring  right  there  and  then  the 
Fountain  of  Youth.'  "  Montclair." 

It  reminds  me  of  a  hot  summer  day  on  the 
Cumberland  Eden  when  I  was  sitting  with  a  friend 
after  lunch  close  to  the  river  enjoying  a  quiet  pipe. 
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Suddenly  quite  close  to  our  feet  a  big  salmon 
jumped  out  of  the  water  and  gave  us  no  end  of  a 
start. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  if  the  Beresford  estate  on  the 
Dove  is  sold  (it  has  been  announced  that  it  will  be) 
that  it  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  some  good  angler 
who  will  deal  lovingly  with  the  Walton  and  Cotton 
Fishing  House.  It  was  built  by  Cotton  over  two 
centuries  ago  to  commemorate  his  friendship  with 
Walton,  and  has  ever  been  Piscatonhiis  sacrum. 

E.  B.  Maeston. 


WEIGHTS  OF  SALMON  FOE 
INCHES  OF  LENGTH. 
By  E.  Sturdy. 


[The  following  interesting  article  on  the  weight 
for  length  of  salmon  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  September,  1893.  We  have  been  asked 
more  than  once  to  reprint  it,  and  now  do  so,  with 
a  note  which  Mr.  Sturdy  has  kindly  added. — Ed.] 

Though  the  possibility  of  arriving  pretty  closely 
at  the  weight  of  a  salmon  from  one  easily-taken 
dimension,  like  that  of  length,  must  have  suggested 
itself  to  most  old  anglers,  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  the  thing  put  in  very  definite  shape, 
which  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  do. 

My  attention  was  drawn  seriously  to  the  question 
many  years  ago  in  this  way :  Towards  the  close  of 
a  season,  when  for  a  week  or  two  I  had  only  been 
getting  grilse,  sea-trout,  and  small  salmon,  I  landed 
one  morning  a  very  long-looking,  ugly  old  male  fish. 
My  companion  and  my  gillie,  both  very  experienced, 
pronounced  it  a  monster,  the  biggest  we  had  ever 
caught,  etc.,  and  I  myself,  seeing  it  reaching  nearly 
to  the  heels  of  the  little  man  as  he  carried  it  some 
quarter  mile  to  the  boat,  began  to  share  their 
hopes.  In  the  boat,  however,  was  a  spinning-rod, 
on  which  was  marked  the  length  of  a  441b.  fish, 
and  the  new  capture  was  found  to  be  shorter  than 
this  by  more  than  four  inches.  Calculating  that 
the  difference  alone  would  make  it  121b.  less  than 
441b.,  and  seeing  its  wretched  condition,  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  bet  it  was  under  301b.,  which  it  turned 
out  to  be,  only  scaling  281b. 

Some  further  observ  ations  showed  me  that  even 
a  very  imperfect  system  was  a  great  aid  to  the 
unassisted  eye,  and  I  set  to  work  to  find  a  suitable 
standard.  First  I  tried  and  used  for  years  the  rule 
that  the  pounds  were  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the 
■  cube  of  the  length  expressed  in  feet.  This  system, 
which  gives  181b.  as  the  weight  of  a  3ft.  fish, 
worked  fairly  well  with  small  fish  and  with  very 
old  ones,  but  gave  too  small  a  weight  for  well-con- 
ditioned fish,  and  was  besides  troublesome  to  work. 

Looking  aroimd,  then,  for  something  more  suit- 
able in  both  these  respects,  I  found  that  for 
simplicity  of  calculation  nothing  approached  a 
scale  based  on  a  501b.  fish  measuring  50  inches. 
It  was  only  necessary  to  multiply  the  cube  of  the 
inches  by  four,  dot  off  the  last  four  figures  as 
decimals,  and  the  thing  was  done  —  just  one 
minute's  work.  This  theory,  which  assessed  a  Mt. 
fish  at  18|lb.,  still  under-estimated  the  weight  of  a 
well-conditioned  salmon,  but  answered  my  purpose 
sufficiently  well,  inasmuch  as  the  only  fish  whose 
weight  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  know  were  the  very  big 
ones,  nearly  always  old  males,  light  for  their 
length. 

Now  for  average  fish.  I  have  prepared  the 
accompanying  table  for  lengths  from  30  inches  to 
50  inches,  based  on  the  supposition  that  a  salmon 
measuring  in  a  straight  line  3  feet  from  tip  of 
snout  to  fork  of  tail  weighs  201b.  I  selected  this 
standard  as  being  simple  to  remember,  and  as 
agreeing  very  closely  with  the  proportions  of  the 
fish  of  which  I  was  landing  the  largest  numbers — 
namely,  those  of  from  151b.  to  241b. 

A  comparison  of  the  table  with  the  actual  pro- 
portions of  a  considerable  number  of  fish  from 
111b.  to  411b.  showed  the  following  results  :  Under 
151b.  the  weights  were  rather  below  the  standard  ; 
from  151b.  to  241b.,  both  inclusive,  the  weights 
were  very  near  it,  rising  to  6  per  cent,  over ;  at 
281b.  they  were  10  per  cent,  over ;  from  29Ib.  to 
331b.  they  were  from  10  to  24  per  cent,  over ;  at 
361b.  and  371b.  they  were  20  per  cent  over.  Of 
heavier  fish  I  had  only  two,  one  of  391b.,  which 
was  6  per  cent,  over,  and  one  of  411b.,  which  was 
2  per  cent,  under  the  standard. 

At  first  sight,  a  system  requiring  an  adjustment 
of  from  5  per  cent,  under  to  25  per  cent,  over  would 
appear  of  small  value,  but  in  practice,  knowing 


what  a  fish  would  weigh  if  it  were  in  average  con- 
dition, is  a  very  great  help,  and  will  safeguard  even 
a  novice  from  the  excessively  wide  guesses  we  have 
all  made  when  estimating  the  weight  of  a  fish  much 
larger  or  much  smaller  than  those  to  which  we  had 
become  accustomed. 

From  the  divergencies  between  the  proportions 
of  the  fish  experimented  upon  and  the  scale,  some 
very  obvious  deductions  as  to  the  condition,  or 
rather  as  to  the  shape  of  salmon  at  various  stages 
of  their  growth,  might  be  drawn,  but  such  is  not 
the  object  of  this  paper,  nor  might  it  be  safe  to  seek 
to  base  any  general  law  on  a  limited  number  of 
trials,  carried  out  only  for  part  of  one  season  on 
one  river. 


in.  11). 

30    11-574 

31   12-770 

32    14-046 

33    15-404 

34    16-848 

35    18-379 

36    20- 

37   21-713 

38    23-522 

39    25-428 

40    27-435 


ill.  11). 

41    29-544 

42    31-759 

43    34-082 

44    36-516 

45    39-063 

46    41-725 

47    44-506 

48    47-407 

49    50-432 

50    53-584 


Writing  on  Oct.  23,  1901,  Mr.  Sturdy  says: 
"  Most  of  the  fish  of  over  401b.  caught  in  the 
last  four  years  on  the  same  water,  by  his  tenants 
and  himself,  have  closely  approached  the  standard, 
and  one  of  441b.  which  measured  45  inches  was 
nearly  13  per  cent,  above  it." 


A  FEAV  AEUN  SWIMS. 


St.\rting  from  London  Bridge  by  the  first  train 
on  Saturday  we  arrived  at  Amberley  Station,  and 
after  securing  our  beds  at  the  Railway  Inn  and 
partaking  of  an  excellent  breakfast,  we  proceeded 
to  make  up  a  mixture  of  bread  and  bran  for 
ground-bait,  and  the  more  adhesive  it  is  made  the 
better.  Crossing  Houghton  Bridge  and  walking 
up-stream  towards  Bury  Church,  we  passed  several 
likely-looking  swims.  The  first  swim  is  nearly 
opposite  Wharf  Cottage,  once  kept  by  Mr.  Lee,  and 
is  an  excellent  swim  on  the  run  up  of  the  tide ; 
both  grand  roach  and  bream  have  been  caught  in 
it,  and  it  is  in  request  by  anglers  who  only  stop 
one  day  and  who  do  not  care  to  waste  time  in  walking 
about.  We  then  noticed  a  well-used  swim  close  to 
the  next  stile,  and  those  who  ledger  right  across  the 
river  should  stand  a  chance  to  secure  good  fish,  for 
grand  roach  sometimes  frequent  the  sharp  run  of 
water  on  the  opposite  bank.  Use  a  fine  Notting- 
ham line,  with  as  heavy  a  lead  as  it  will  stand 
(some  of  these  lines  are  very  strong),  and  cast  right 
across  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  opposite  bank. 
There  should  be  no  difficulty,  as  the  river  is  just 
the  right  width  for  it. 

Some  distance  further  on  we  came  to  a  curve  or 
bend  in  the  river,  and  then  to  a  grand  straight  run 
of  the  Arun,  with  plenty  of  good  deep  holding 
water,  with  swims  even  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
ebb  from  six  feet  to  eight  feet  and  over  in  depth. 
Very  early  on  the  following  morning  it  was  near 
this  bend  we  had  capital  sport,  my  friend  having 
amongst  other  fish  two  splendid  roach  weighmg 
about  31b.,  taken  with  a  pellet  of  bread  and  bran, 
whilst  my  largest  bream  was  nearly  the  same 
weight,  taken  ledgering  with  a  marsh  worm  in  mid- 
stream. 

Do  not  fish  too  lightly  when  ledgering.  Better 
have  a  quarter-pound  weight  on  than  a  small 
weight  that  the  force  of  the  stream  brings  near  the 
side,  especially  where  the  sludge  accumulates. 
The  fact  is,  the  tide  in  the  river  Arun,  from 
Timberley  Bridge  right  down  to  Arundel,  is  so 
powerful,  especially  on  the  rim  up,  and  the  under- 
current or  swirl  is  so  great  that  many  anglers  do 
not  use  half  enough  weight  to  keep  the  bait  where 
fish  are  likely  to  be  caught  either  when  floating  or 
ledgering.  When  the  tide  is  at  the  flood  a  light 
float  is  all  very  well,  and  very  nice,  say,  for  twenty 
or  twenty-five  minutes,  but  after  that,  unless  the 
eddy  chosen  is  easily  commanded  and  the  float 
suited  to  it  (it  may  require  sixteen  shots,  or  the 
weight  equal  to  them,  or  only  six),  it  is  so  much 
time  wasted. 

Passing  the  straight  run  of  water — that  is, 
between  the  fourth  and  fifth  stiles  from  Houghton 
Bridge — we  came  to  Mr.  Cunningham's  meadow, 
in  which  is  the  well-known  carp  hole  and  several 
other  good  swims.     The  hedge  being  close  to  the 


river  it  is  not  difticult  to  find.  Some  ten  paces  from 
the  aforesaid  fifth  gate  will  be  found  one  of  the 
best  pitches  in  this  locality,  it  being  a  capital  swim 
either  on  the  run  up  or  on  the  ebb,  and  this  cannot 
be  said  of  every  swim  ;  a  swim  that  is  well  adapted 
for  float  fishing,  and  one  that  well-known  and 
exceedingly  patient  angler  Mr.  Randall  was  very 
partial  to,  and  who,  unfortunately,  lost  his  life  in 
this  river.  To  fish  the  carp  hole  one  should  use  a 
fine,  but  strong,  line,  and  cast  well  over  near  the 
opposite  bank,  but  to  those  who  prefer  to  fish 
for  roach  and  bream  with  a  roach-pole  two  good 
swims  can  be  operated  upon  either  by  floating 
or  by  ledgering  with  a  tight  line.  If  using  an 
ordinary  eighteen-foot  roach-pole  let  the  line 
from  the  rod-top  to  the  hook  be  fifteen  feet  in 
length,  use  a  good-sized  bullet,  and  cast  well  but 
carefully  out  ;  cover  the  bullet  with  ground-bait 
made  up  very  stiflly,  and  squeeze  it  well  round  it. 
For  hook  bait  have  the  red,  brandling,  and  marsh  ^ 
worms,  bread  and  bran,  or  pure  white  bread  paste, 
and  change  these  baits  frequently.  White  paste, 
or,  if  the  weather  be  hot,  bread  and  bran  worked 
up  as  adhesive  as  possible,  is  the  bait  I  prefer,  as 
both  bream  and  big  roach  are  fond  of  it;  but  if 
one  uses  worms  small  eels,  or,  as  they  are  called, 
"  shoe-strings,"  are  a  perpetual  nuisance.  In  Mr. 
Cunningham's  meadow  there  are  at  least  six  or 
seven  good  swims  on  the  right  of  way,  or  towing- 
path,  side,  and  to  those  who  have  the  privilege  of 
fishing  from  the  opposite  bank  many  good  swims 
are  in  evidence ;  but,  speaking  generally,  I  have 
always  found  one  side  of  the  Arun  quite  as  good  as 
the  other.  In  the  next  meadow  above  the  carp  hole 
the  best  swims  are  close  to  the  gate;  these  so- 
called  gate  swims  used  to  be  much  fished  years 
ago,  and  yielded  very  good  sport.  The  best  plan,  I 
think,  is  to  ledger  the  whole  of  the  run  up  and  one 
hour  of  the  ebb,  then  float  fish  with  a  well  shotted 
line  to  the  end  of  the  ebb.  Between  Bury  Church 
and  the  black  bridge  that  crosses  the  railway  line, 
anglers  will  find  some  splendid  swims,  and  beyond 
this  bridge  is  a  capital  stretch  of  water,  but  this 
can  be  better  reached  by  walking  on  the  road  past 
the  Cricketers  to  Amberley  Castle  and  then  over 
the  meadows ;  here  we  come  to  what  are  called  ± 
the  brooks,  and,  strange  to  say,  they  contain  trout,  I 
but  these  run  rather  small  and,  as  a  rule,  are 
scarcely  worth  catching,  O.  A. 


NOTES  FOR  EOACH  ANGLEES. 


{From  the  "Boole  of  the  Roach"  by  the  late 
J.  Gkeville  Fennbll.) 
{Continued  from  pa^e  260.) 

CHAPTER  Vlll.— continued. 
A  VERY  useful  ground-bait  for  rivers  with  still 
deeps,  where  fish  of  almost  every  variety  abound, 
as  in  some  parts  of  the  Trent,  the  Severn,  and  the 
Wye,  may  be  made  as  follows : —  Mix  with  some 
stiff  clay  as  much  coarse  pollard  as  it  will  bear 
without  destroying  its  adhesiveness.  If  well 
worked  it  will  retain  its  tenacity  with  an  equal 
weight  of  meal  nearly.  At  the  water  side,  separate 
pieces  about  the  size  of  a  goose's  egg,  into  which 
stick  a  few  worms  and  a  few  gentles.  As  these 
escape  from  the  dissolving  clay  they  are  seized  on 
by  the  fish,  who  continue  to  wait  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  more,  and  are  thus  ready  to  take  the 
angler's  bait  also  if  it  show  a  more  tempting 
appearance  than  the  other.  It  will  add  to  its  good 
qualities  if  some  well  soaked  greaves  be  mixed 
with  it.  From  long  experience  we  can  recommend 
this  ground-bait  strongly,  as  a  most  excellent  one 
for  the  still  deeps  of  very  large  rivers. 

Fresh  brewer's  grains  are  often  used  on  the 
Trent,  and  form  a  good  ground-bait,  particularly 
when  they  come  from  a  private  family,  as  these 
have  more  substance  than  those  from  a  brewery. 
Sand  may  be  mixed  with  them,  but  they  are  only 
fit  for  still  water  or  very  gentle  currents. 

Many  anglers  have  a  strong  and,  we  cannot 
help  feeling,  well-founded  aversion  to  the  use  of 
any  ground-baits  for  roach  which  contain  clay, 
mud,  or  even  sand,  although  they  do  not  consider 
the  last  very  objectionable.  A  favourite  ground- 
bait  with  them  is  composed  of  barley  meal  two 
quarts,  toppings  or  pollard  two  quarts,  and  bran 
one  quart ;  it  should  be  mixed  with  hot  water,  and 
thoroughly  kneaded  until  quite  tough.  A  few 
boiled  potatoes  are  supposed  by  many  to  improve 
it ;  this  bait  should  be  made  up  into  small  balls, 
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with  a  little  clean  gravel  or  a  small  stone  in  each. 
If  well  made  it  is  so  tough  that  it  will  stand  well 
in  the  strongest  stream. 

For  ponds  a  little  chewed  bread  may  be  used 
from  time  to  time,  or  some  stale  crumb  of  bread 
well  kneaded  up  with  a  little  cold  water  until  it 
will  sink  when  throwTi  in.  These  last  disperse 
directly  they  reach  the  water,  and  are  very  effective. 

Carrion  Gentles. — We  must  not  omit  this 
favourite  bait,  but  we  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
used  on  the  same  day  the  place  is  to  be  fished. 
They  should  be  thrown  in  the  day  before ;  this  may 
be  managed  either  by  enclosing  them  in  clay  balls, 
or,  what  perhaps  is  better,  by  tying  them  up  with 
a  quantity  of  sand  in  a  piece  of  coarse  open  canvas 
and  throwing  the  "  pudding"  into  the  place  intended 
to  be  baited,  of  comrse  taking  the  precaution  of 
attaching  a  string  to  the  canvas  to  draw  it  out 
\\  hen  done  with.  The  gentles  will  work  through 
the  cloth  and  soon  reach  their  destination. 

When  fishing  the  next  day  two  or  three  gentles 
may  be  added  to  eacli  small  ball  of  groimd-bait, 
but  if  many  be  used  the  fish  will  gorge  themselves 
and  neglect  the  hook. 

Ground -BAITING  on  the  Trent. — On  this  river, 
which  we  consider  as  typical,  or  representative,  as 
the  Thames  or  Lea,  there  is  a  great  aversion  to  use 
any  clay  or  mud  to  sink  the  ground-bait.  If  wheat 
and  maJt  are  used  for  bait  the  ground-bait  is  usually 
brewer's  grains,  or  sometimes  only  a  few  pellets  of 
the  hook-bait  thrown  in  ;  if  gentles  are  used  a  few 
are  thrown  in  some  yards  above  so  as  to  settle  about 
the  place  the  float  travels  over,  and  if  lobworms  are 
employed  a  few  chopped  up  into  very  small  pieces 
and  throwTi  in  as  above.  Red  worms  are  used  in 
the  same  manner,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
the  Nottingham  roach  fisher  allows  his  gossamer 
line  and  light  float  to  travel  in  the  clear  water  ten 
or  fifteen  yards  below  the  spot  he  stood  upon,  and 
will  then  hit  the  majority  of  bites  with  ease  and 
certainty. 

Boiled  Eice  is  often  extremely  useful  as  it  swells 
enormously,  and  is  very  adhesive  when  used  with 
bran  and  pollard.  It  maybe  added  with  advantage 
to  any  ground-bait. 

Mr.  -Joseph  Briggs,  in  the  Field  of  Aug.  7,  1869, 
speaking  of  a  great  day  among  the  roach  in  the 
Trent,  says : — "  I  never  bait  a  hole  as  I  consider  it 
somewhat  unsportsmanlike  by  enabling  the  fisher- 
man to  take  too  many  fish  at  one  time."  The  take 
on  this  occasion  was  one  hundred  roach,  some 
weighing  lib.  each.  This  axiom  is  very  well  for 
the  Trent,  where  the  fish  are  far  more  numerous 
in  proportion  to  the  area  of  water  than  they  are  in 
the  Thames,  Lea,  or  any  metropolitan  water,  and 
wc  certainly  consider  that  there  is  no  great  mag- 
nanimity in  abstaining  from  ground-bait  when  it  is 
proved  to  be  unnecessary.  We  may  say,  however, 
that  we  are  not  acquainted  with  any  place  on  the 
Thames  or  Lea  where  a  tenth  of  the  above  number 
of  fine  roach  could  be  captured  without  it. 

Colonel  Williamson's  ground-bait  consisted  of 
oatmeal  browned  over  the  fire  and  afterwards 
worked  up  to  a  stiff  paste  with  treacle.  Pieces  the 
size  of  a  small  marble  are  thrown  in  near  the 
hook,  and  in  some  waters  it  is  remarkably 
effective. 

Overdosing  the  fish  with  ground-bait  is  a  farce, 
opposed  both  in  theory  and  practice  to  every  notion 
of  common-sense.  Men  do  not  surfeit  themselves 
before  they  sit  down  to  dinner,  and  to  give  fish  as 
much  as  they  can  eat  of  greaves,  worms,  gentles, 
and  bread  before  you  invite  them  to  partake  of  a 
worm  suspiciously  suspended  on  a  hook  attached 
to  a  line  is  equally  absurd.  How  such  a  system 
could  have  lasted  so  long  amongst  a  class  of  men 
who  really  do  occasionally  think  for  themselves, 
are  fond  of  arguing  with  each  other,  and  who 
endeavour  to  come  to  a  just  conclusion,  is  one  of 
the  contradictions  which  prove  how  fallible  is  poor 
human  nature. 

Upon  one  occasion  a  gentleman  and  his  fisherman 
were  angling  from  his  punt  at  Marlow  and  we  were 
fishing  from  the  bank.  He  had  a  great  tub  of 
ground-bait,  of  which  he  most  liberally  cast  in 
large  balls  to  propitiate  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub. 
Yet  they  would  not  come  to  hook.  During  this 
time  we  could  hear  all  the  angler  uttered,  and  the 
words  were  something  to  this  effect  :  "  Give  them 
another  lump  of  ground-bait.  Bob.  They  don't 
come  about  us ;  do  you  think  you  have  put  enough 
worms  in  it  ?  Perhaps  the  bran  is  sour.  Bob,  or 
maybe.  Bob,  the  bread  is  musty.  I  don't  fancy 
the  greaves.  Bob,  are  as  good  as  they  used  to  be ; 
this  new-fangled  hydraulic  pressure  work,  I  am  told 


the  tallow-chandlers  use,  extracts  every  bit  of  fat 
and  leaves  but  skin  and  rubbish.  Give  them 
another  lump,  Bob ;  that  gentleman  is  taking  some 
good  roach  and  chub  from  the  bank." 

And  so  we  were,  for,  although  they  had  one  of 
the  best  swims  at  Marlow,  we  thoroughly  beat 
them  by  the  most  simple  of  plans,  and  for  the  most 
natural  of  reasons.  We  were  sitting  out  of  sight 
of  the  fish,  as  a  matter  of  course,  at  the  head  of  a 
very  quiet,  steady  stream  about  four  feet  deep, 
using  a  light  Nottingham  line,  a  small  float,  and 
baiting  with  paste  made  with  wheaten  flour  and  a 
little  honey.  Every  now  and  then  we  chewed  a 
little  bread,  and  blew  it  from  our  mouth  into  the 
water.  This  was  quite  sufficient  to  attract  the 
notice  of  our  fish  without  pampering  them,  and 
when  the  bait  floated  down  they  were  on  the  qui 
vivc  and  quite  ready  for  it ;  and  thus  nearly  every 
swim  we  got  a  bite,  and  about  every  three  swims 
took  a  fish  of  some  sort,  big  or  little.  We  met  this 
gentleman  at  the  Complete  Angler  at  dinner  the 
same  night,  and  he  on  recognising  us  inquired  what 
we  had  baited  with.  We  told  him  truly  what  we 
had  thrown  in,  and  what  we  covered  our  hook  with. 
He  rang  the  bell,  sent  for  his  fisherman,  and  told  him 
what  we  had  just  communicated.  Bob  scratched 
his  head,  desired  to  see  our  fish,  which  were  fetched 
in.  After  turning  over  several  roach  of  more  than 
a  pound  each  and  dace  galore,  he  exclaimed  :  "  If 
my  father  was  to  rise  from  his  grave  and  tell  me 
them  fish  were  taken  as  that  'ere  gent  says,  I'd  tell 

him  he  was  a  ."    "  There,  that  will  do  1  "  cried 

the  angler.  "Bob,  leave  the  room."  Bob  did 
leave  the  room,  but  only  to  tell  the  fishermen  in 
the  kitchen  what  he  had  heard  in  the  parlour,  and 
there  was  but  one  opinion  amongst  those  sapient 
and  long-experienced  men — that  we  had  walked 
away  from  the  truth.  But  if  not  taken  in  this 
way,  how  were  they  taken  ?  We  were  in  sight  of 
more  than  one  punt  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  not 
a  boat  came  in  on  that  day  with  more  than  a  few 
small  fish. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  FOETNIGHT  IN  .MANXLAND. 


For  several  years  I  had  a  great  desire  to  try  the 
streams  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  consequently  on 
August  22  I  started  for  Ramsey,  this  place  being 
chosen  because  it  was  near  to  the  Sulby  river,  and 
because  my  wife  and  bairns  could  enjoy  themselves 
on  the  fine  beach  whilst  I  could  indulge  in  my 
favourite  pastime. 

Lodgings  had  been  secm-ed  beforehand,  so  after 
tea  I  went  down  to  introduce  myself  to  Mr. 
Cubbons,  tobacconist,  of  High-street,  where  I 
obtained  a  monthly  licence  to  kill  salmon  and 
trout  (five  shillings).  Whilst  there  I  met  a  brother 
angler,  who  very  kindly  offered  to  show  me  the 
river,  and  we  arranged  to  meet  at  the  station  on 
the  following  morning  at  6.45  a.m.  We  met  and 
took  train  to  Sulby  Bridge,  four  miles  up.  How 
excited  I  felt  at  the  prospect ;  the  angling  fever 
had  taken  complete  possession  of  me.  My  friend 
talked  about  the  attractions  of  Ramsey,  boating, 
scenery,  etc.,  but  I  could  only  listen  to  him  with 
patience  when  he  spoke  of  the  river.  At  last  we 
reached  our  journey's  end,  and  in  three  minutes  we 
were  at  the  river,  a  delightful  little  stream,  but  as 
clear  as  crystal.  The  sun  was  shining  very  brightly, 
and  there  was  a  slight  up-stream  breeze.  My 
friend  pointed  out  the  course  of  the  river,  where 
the  best  streams  and  pools  lay,  then  left  me  to  go 
a  mile  or  two  up  so  that  we  might  keep  clear  of 
one  another. 

Oh  1  how  happy  I  felt.  The  long  looked  for 
moment  had  arrived ;  what  a  feast  I  had  in  store. 
My  rod  was  quickly  put  together,  a  suitable  cast 
selected,  and  I  commenced.  Rises  came  thick  and 
fast.  The  first  one  or  two  made  me  feel  a  bit 
nervous,  but  I  soon  regained  confidence,  and  as  I 
wended  my  way  slowly  up  the  rivev  every  stream 
and  pool  added  its  quota.  The  trout  were  not  very 
large  and  many  had  to  be  retm'ned,  but  they  gave 
rare  sport.  The  stream  (it  can  hardly  be  called 
a  river)  is  delightfully  situated,  a  combination  of 
stream  and  pool,  with  here  and  there  a  rock  or  a 
clump  of  overhanging  bushes,  where  the  trout  love 
to  shelter. 

In  Sulby  Glen,  near  to  Thol-ty-will,  where  there 
is  a  good  hotel,  there  are  some  fine  pools  which 
hold  good  trout,  and  a  few  of  these  found  a  resting 
place  in  my  pannier. 

Whilst  I  lay  on  the  bank  happy  and  contented, 


drinking  in  the  pure  moorland  air,  my  friend 
appeared  on  the  scene  and  reminded  me  that  the 
time  was  getting  on,  and  as  we  were  three  miles 
from  the  nearest  station  we  had  better  be  making 
tracks.  Reluctantly  I  packed  up,  and  we  wended 
our  way  to  the  station  recounting  our  experiences 
as  we  walked  along.  Several  \'ery  happy  days 
were  passed  in  a  similar  manner  on  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Sulby  River. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Ramsey,  and  for  aliout  three 
miles  up,  the  river  assumes  decent  proportions,  but 
as  the  country  is  flat  there  is  very  little  stream, 
the  river  is  sluggish,  with  deep,  still  pools  and 
reaches  containing  herling,  sea-trout,  and  a  few 
grilse. 

Fishing  one  evening  at  dusk  I  hooked  a  fine 
grilse  in  a  narrow  bend  of  the  river;  for  a  few 
minutes  the  sport  was  most  exciting,  and  the  way  that 
fish  leaped  and  rushed  about  was  a  treat  for  anyone 
but  myself  to  see  ;  from  the  first  I  felt  that  I  had 
no  chance  in  landing  it  because  both  rod  and  tackle 
was  very  light.  The  situation  was  an  ugly  one,  on 
the  far  side  was  a  bed  of  reeds,  and  on  the  near 
side  a  growth  of  weeds  for  about  a  yard  in ;  three 
times  I  managed  to  steer  it  clear  of  the  reeds,  and 
had  almost  got  it  into  safe  water  when  he  turned 
and  made  a  dash  for  the  reeds  again.  In  my 
endeavours  to  keep  him  out  the  hook  gave  way  and 
I  was  left  lamenting. 

During  the  latter  part  of  my  holiday  I  deter- 
mined to  try  the  Glen  Helen  river,  so  on  the 
morning  of  Sept.  4  I  took  the  train  to  St.  John's 
and  commenced  fishing  at  the  bridge  on  Peel-road. 
The  day  was  bright  and  an  cast  wind  blowing 
down-stream,  making  casting  very  difficult,  but 
never  have  I  had  such  sport.  The  first  dub  (Manx 
for  pool)  yielded  three  fine  trout  of  about  ^Ib  each. 
This  little  stream  resembles  the  Sulby  river  only  the 
banks  are  more  wooded.  It  is  certainly  the  most 
prolific  stream  I  have  seen.  Fishing  in  a  small 
dub,  not  more  than  four  feet  long,  at  a  bend  of  the 
river,  fringed  with  bushes  on  the  right-hand  side,  I 
landed  fourteen  trout  in  as  many  minutes,  all  about 
a  quarter  of  a  pound.  The  only  drawback  to  that 
delightful  day's  sport  was  the  rude  and  insulting 
remarks  of  the  toiurists.  Would  that  these  tourists 
could  extract  from  nature  a  portion  of  the  enjoy- 
ment a  true  angler  does  ! 

The  last  day  (Sept.  5)  I  took  the  train  to  Kirk 
Michael  and  walked  over  to  Little  London 
farm,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  near  to  the 
source  of  the  same  stream,  and  fished  down  to 
the  Glen,  but  the  stream  was  so  small,  the  banks 
so  high,  and  the  wind  so  contrary  that  I  fished 
woi-m  and  had  capital  sport.  Here  I  caught  my 
best  fish  (14oz.)  in  splendid  condition. 

Before  concluding  I  must  say  that  the  farmers 
are  very  courteous  and  obliging;  they  will  allow 
anyone  to  go  over  their  land  so  long  as  no  damage 
is  done  to  hedges  and  gates  are  kept  closed. 
Refreshments  can  be  obtained  at  very  reasonable 
charges  at  any  of  the  farms  or  houses  near  the 
river.  Ramsey  is  a  splendid  centre,  a  fine  place 
for  children,  and  there  is  a  good  train  service  to 
and  from  the  rivers  in  the  neighbovirhood. 

For  the  benefit  of  brother  anglers  I  have 
prepared  the  following  particulars  : — 

From  Aug.  23  to  Sept.  5,  on  lOJ  angling  days,  I 
caught  184  trout  and  2  herling. 
Sulby  river,  above  Sulby  Bridge  (5'  days)  96 

Sulby  river,  near  Ramsey  (2J  days)      ...  herling. 

Glen  AuldjTi  (1  day)   13 

Glen  Helen  river  (2  days)   60 

186 

Fly,  137.    Worm,  49. 
Flies. 

Dark  Starling    45  j 

Light  Starling,  tinsel  body    ...    291    Hackled  flies, 

Woodcock  and  Orange    33jdressed  by  self  on 

Partridge  and  Orange    9 1     No.  1  hooks. 

Red  Ant    12; 

Governor    5^      Dressed  on 

Coachman   4/    No..  3  hooks. 

All  fish  under  six  inches  returned. 

W.  G.  Bainbridge. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  COTSWOLD  ISTS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  sajs:  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'LjTa  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume. '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  e.xample,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Coveut  Garden,  at  ttU 
reduced  price  of  2i.  6d. 
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NOETHEKN  TASMANIAN 
ANGLEES'  ASSOCIATION. 


THIED  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
[We  are  very  glad  to  see  that  the  Northern 
Tasmanian  Anglers'  Association  is  goLog  on  most 
successfully,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
extracts  from  the  report  for  the  season  1900-1901. 
—Ed.] 

The  Committee  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting 
the  third  annual  report,  and  in  doing  so  refer 
briefly  to  the  more  important  items  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  The  association  continues  to  be 
well  supported,  and  the  year's  roll  shows  twenty- 
seven  new  members.  The  restriction  of  netting  in 
the  upper  portion  of  the  estuaries  of  northern  rivers 
to  protect  the  spawning  grounds  has  proved  satis- 
factory, while  the  regulation  for  a  close  season  for 
floimders  for  the  whole  island  during  July,  August, 
and  September  should  improve  the  supply  of  this 
fine  table  fish. 

To  encovurage  boys  to  take  up  the  pastime,  it  was 
suggested  to  reduce  the  season  licence  fee  to  5s.  for 
boys  not  exceeding  seventeen  years  of  age.  The 
196  licences  taken  out  shows  the  association's 
action  in  this  matter  has  been  appreciated. 

Licences. — A  substantial  increase  continues  to 
be  noticeable  in  the  number  of  licences  issued, 
which  is  an  indication  that  the  sport  is  improving 
and  becoming  a  favourite  pastime  with  a  large 
number  of  the  community.  It  is  also  satisfactory 
to  record  that  a  good  percentage  of  the  licences 
were  issued  to  visiting  sportsmen.  The  return 
shows  that  a  total  of  945  licences  were  issued  in 
the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  giving  a  revenue 
of  J6373  2s.  6d.,  compared  with  627  licences  for 
d£252  7s.  6d.  in  the  previous  season.  Licences  are 
issued  at  all  the  principal  centres  in  the  north,  and 
may  also  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  police 
in  any  district.  The  licence  fee  is  10s.  for  the 
whole  season,  5s.  monthly,  and  2s.  6d.  weekly,  the 
latter  being  for  the  use  of  visitors.  The  licence  fee 
is  lower  in  Tasmania  than  in  some  States,  and  the 
angler  has  the  benefit  of  knowing  he  gets  some 
retinrn  for  his  money,  as  the  licence  fees  are  handed 
to  the  Commissioners  for  the  upkeep  of  the 
Fisheries  Department,  including  protection,  re- 
stocking, and  the  introduction  of  new  fish. 

Supply  of  Fish. — It  is  satisfactory  to  learn 
from  various  sources  that  the  supply  of  fish  is 
steadily  improving.  Many  good  catches  have  been 
made  during  the  season,  and  an  increase  in  the 
supply  of  small  fish  is  noticeable,  which  may  be 
attributable  to  the  suppression  of  poaching,  re- 
stocking of  streams,  and  the  destruction  of  cor- 
morants. Fish  in  the  tidal  waters  have  also  been 
fairly  mmaerous ;  a  number  were  taken  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Launceston  wharves,  including 
several  fish  of  81b.  The  usual  spring  rim  of  fish 
1  up  the  Cataract  was  much  heavier  this  season  than 
usual.  The  fish  did  not  appear  until  the  beginning 
of  December,  and  remained  for  two  months.  Some 
ten  dozen  are  known  to  have  been  taken  ;  in  some 
instances  these  were  migratory  fario,  but  the  bulk 
were  undoubted  salmon  trout  (Salmo  trutta)  mostly 
small  fish  not  exceeding  lib.  in  weight.  English 
perch  are  thriving  well  in  the  South  Esk,  while  a 
good  increase  is  reported  in  the  tench,  some  large 
specimens  being  caught.  The  first  American 
rainbow  trout  was  caught  in  the  South  Esk  at 
Evandale,  and  during  the  season  a  number  were 
taken  in  the  North  and  South  Esks.  The  rainbow 
trout  has  a  strong  inclination  to  make  into  tidal 
waters,  and  some  of  those  turned  out  in  the  North 
Esk  at  Corra  Lynn  were  caught  by  mullet  fishers 
below  Hobler's  Bridge. 

Introduction  of  Pacific  Salmon. — For  some 
time  past  the  matter  of  introducing  the  valuable 
Pacific  salmon  into  the  State  has  been  imder  con- 
sideration, and  last  year  it  was  hoped  to  stand  in 
with  the  New  Zealand  authorities  for  a  portion  of 
a  shipment  of  ova  they  were  expecting  from  the 
United  States.  The  shipment  arrived  in  New 
Zealand  in  good  order,  but  the  eggs  were  reported 
to  be  so  near  hatching  that  it  was  not  possible  to 
reship  any  to  Tasmania.  To  avoid  further  disap- 
pointment arrangements  have  now  been  ^nade  by 
the  Fisheries  Commissioners  for  a  direct  shipment 
in  the  coming  season  of  both  the  Quinnat  and 
Blueback  varieties.  The  1  Canadian  Government 
have  kindly  given  the  ova,  and  the  Union  Steam- 
ship Company  have  generously  offered  to  carry  the 
consignment  free  from  Vancouver,  while  the  Tas- 
manian Government  has  contributed  ^£50  towards 


the  expenses  of  sending  an  officer  to  travel  with 
the  ova.  It  is  now  confidently  expected  that  before 
next  year  the  Pacific  salmon  will  be  liberated  in  our 
streams.  With  a  view  of  assisting  the  introduction 
of  the  salmon,  the  association  has  constructed  during 
the  year  two  rearing  ponds  at  Waverley.  The  land 
and  water  were  generously  donated  by  Mr.  Robert 
Hogarth,  while  cost  of  the  construction  was  publicly 
subscribed  to  the  extent  of  some  JE50,  added  to 
which  is  the  Government  vote  of  £50,  moved  for 
by  the  Hon.  William  HartnoU,  to  whom  the  thanks 
of  all  anglers  are  due.  The  pond  will  enable  a 
portion  of  the  fry  to  be  reared  to  the  yearling  stage 
before  being  put  into  the  rivers,  where  they  will 
stand  a  greater  chance  of  being  acclimatised.  The 
ponds  will  always  be  valuable  for  annually  rearing 
a  supply  of  salmon,  rainbow  trout,  etc.  Thanks 
are  also  due  to  Mr.  St.  John  David  for  advice 
during  construction. 

Stocking  Lakes  and  Streams. — During  the  past 
season  the  period  of  caxTiage  and  distribution  of  fry 
was  from  Oct.  22  to  Oct.  26,  and  from  Nov.  6  to 
Nov.  26,  giving  a  total  of  26  days  diuring  which  fry 
were  fit  to  travel.  A  large  quantity  of  fry  were 
reared  this  year  at  the  Salmon  Ponds  Hatchery  on 
the  River  Plenty,  and  every  effort  was  made  to 
obtain  as  large  a  supply  as  possible  before  the  warm 
weather  set  in.  The  fry  were  received  at  an  average 
rate  of  about  7000  per  day,  which  enabled  the 
association  to  liberate  some  181,650  fry  in  northern 
waters.  This  quantity  compares  favourably 
with  the  68,000  and  86,000  turned  down  in 
the  two  previous  seasons,  and  this  season's  dis- 
tribution ranges  from  Fingal  on  the  east  to  the 
River  Cam  on  the  north-west  coast,  and  includes 
24,000  turned  down  in  Lake  Sorell,  and  8500  in  the 
Mount  Rex  Company's  dam  at  Ben  Lomond.  In 
addition  to  which,  5000  "  eyed  ova  "  have  been 
planted  in  Lake  Ayr  on  the  Mole  Creek  track  to 
the  west  coast,  and  5500  in  the  streams  at  King's 
Island.  Owing  to  the  hot  weather,  and  the  long 
rail  carriage  from  the  Plenty  to  Launceston  of  134 
miles,  and  to  the  Cam  of  225  miles,  some  mortality 
occurred  in  the  fry,  which  has  been  deducted  from 
the  figures  given.  The  cans  of  fry  were  carefully 
packed  by  Caretaker  Jones,  of  the  Plenty  Hatchery. 
Thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  the  Railway 
Department  for  the  free  carriage  and  care  of  the 
fry,  and  also  to  all  those  who  assisted  the  associa- 
tion in  the  distribution.  Owing  to  the  season's 
supply  of  ova  of  the  American  rainbow  trout  from 
New  Zealand  proving  a  failure,  caused  by  faulty 
packing,  and  the  two-year-old  stock  fish  at  the 
ponds  not  spawning,  the  supply  of  fry  of  this 
variety  was  unfortunately  very  limited ;  however, 
the  New  Zealand  consignment  of  ova  is  to  be 
replaced  this  spring,  which,  together  with  the  ova 
from  the  stock  fish,  shoiJd  give  a  good  supply  of 
fry  for  the  coming  season.  The  Chudleigh  Lakes 
were  visited,  and  some  fry  liberated.  Trout  up  to 
Ijlb.  were  seen  in  the  connecting  streams.  While 
the  ova  of  the  other  kinds  of  fry  are  the  result  of  fish 
kept  in  ponds,  the  migratory  are  obtained  from  the 
"wild"  fish  of  the  Derwent,  caught  coming  up 
from  the  salt  water  in  the  spawning  season  by  the 
Fisheries  Commissioners'  "  trap "  in  the  Plenty 
River,  taken  out,  stripped  of  ova,  and  then  liberated. 
This  enables  an  almost  unlimited  supply  of  ova  to 
be  obtained  in  a  favourable  season,  as  many  as 
2000  fish  having  been  in  the  trap  in  the  spawning 
season,  ranging  up  to  15lb.  weight.  What 
these  fish  exactly  are  scientists  do  not  agree. 
Salmon,  salmon  trout,  and  brown  trout  have  all 
been  placed  in  our  streams,  and  while  it  is  admitted 
we  have  not  the  true  salmon,  it  is  also  recognised 
that  the  ordinary  brown  trout  leaves  the  rivers 
and  goes  into  salt  water,  returning  much  improved 
and  grown,  with  a  bright,  silvery  appearance.  Some 
of  these  fish  do  not  answer  the  exact  tests  of  the 
above  varieties,  probably  due  to  the  different 
environment  to  that  in  which  nature  originally 
placed  them,  and  are  frequently  spoken  of  as 
"  Salmo-Hybrids  "  or  "  Migratory  Salmonoids." 

Lakes  Crescent  and  Sorell. — During  the  season 
24,000  fry  were  liberated  in  these  fine  sheets  of 
water,  Lake  Sorell  having  an  area  computed  at 
12,300  acres,  and  Crescent  4400  acres.  A  fish  of 
some  51b.  weight  has  been  seen  in  Lake  Sorell,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  thorough  stocking  of  these  fine 
sheets  of  water  will  soon  be  an  accomplished  fact, 
as  they  are  very  accessible  and  would  make  an 
additional  attraction  for  visitors. 

Supply  of  Fry. — The  quantity  of  fry  liberated, 
181,000,  is  a  good  increase  on  the  previous  year's 
output ;  but  northern  streams  ^r§  Jjandicapped  by 


having  to  draw  the  supplies  of  fry  from  the  salmon 
ponds  in  the  south.  Over  8000  died  in  transit, 
while  the  number  of  streams  in  the  north  require 
a  much  larger  supply  of  fry.  Re-stocking  is  now 
generally  recognised.  The  State  of  New  York 
Fisheries  Department  in  1897  turned  out  no  less 
than  213  millions  of  fry  into  the  State's  waters. 

Financial.  —  The  audited  balance-sheets  show 
receipts  during  the  year,  including  last  year's 
balance,  as  £136  lis.  lOd.,  and  the  expenditure  as| 
£130  8s.  8d.,  leaving  a  credit  balance  of  £6  3s.  2d.  ' 
to  carry  forward.  Thanks  are  due  to  those  who 
supported  the  work  of  the  association.  Satis- 
factory arrangements  have  now  been  made  with  the 
Fisheries  Commissioners  for  an  annual  allowance 
towards  defraying  the  cost  of  the  work  done  by 
this  association  in  furthering  the  fisheries  in  the 
north. 

General. — Thanks  are  due  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Fisheries  and  their  secretary  (Mr.  H.  W.  Ivnight) 
for  consideration  shown  to  northern  requirements, 
and  to  the  Commissioner  of  Police  (Mr.  George 
Richardson)  for  the  courteous  assistance  rendered 
during  the  year.  The  association  now  consists  of 
eighty-four  members,  and  the  work  is  carried  on 
for  the  general  good,  the  members  receiving  no 
individual  benefits  beyond  an  improvement  in  the 
sport.  The  well-stocking  of  our  lakes  and  streams 
should  be  a  matter  of  general  interest,  proving  an 
attraction  to  visitors  and  a  benefit  to  the  com- 
munity. Fish  culture  is  now  carried  on  all  over 
the  world,  largely  State-aided  in  many  instances. 
Few  countries,  in  comparison  to  their  area,  are  as  i 
well  endowed  with  beautiful  lakes  and  streams  as  } 
Tasmania ;  and  situated  as  the  island  is,  forming 
the  holiday  grounds  of  the  Australian  States,  these 
waters  are  of  great  value  from  the  tourist's  point  , 
of  view,  and  their  judicious  stocking  may  well  be  ( 
looked  upon  as  a  work  of  national  importance.  i 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Committee,  ,< 

Richard  F.  Irvine,  Chairman.  | 

Charles  H.  Harrison,  Hon.  Secretary.  \ 

Launceston,  June  30,  1901.  \ 


THE  EIVEK  EEDBUEN— SALMON 
LEAPS— LOCH  FISHING,  ETC.* 


(Concluded  from  page  259.) 

Across  this  chasm  Donald  leaped  backwards  and 
forwards  more  than  once  to  convince  me  of  the 
practicability  of  the  feat ;  but  when  I  came  to  stand 
on  the  edge  of  the  rock,  the  roaring  of  the  waters 
as  they  dashed  furiously  beneath  me,  wrought  up 
into  one  mass  of  creamy  foam,  made  my  brain  reel 
rather  unpleasantly,  and  I  began  to  repent  that  we 
had  not  taken  the  ford  in  preference  to  the  leap ; 
nor  was  I  much  assured  when  told,  for  my  comfort, 
that  no  living  creature  had  ever  been  known  to 
survive  an  immersion  in  the  waters  of  the  Poit 
bhruich,  which  could  not  be  less  than  forty  feet 
deep. 

While  I  stood  silently  watching  the  stream,  as  it 
plunged  wildly  along  vmtil  fairly  lost  in  the  brine 
of  the  ocean,  Donald  seemed  to  derive  a  malicious 
amusement  from  telling  me  that  not  only  had 
sundry  sheep  there  found  a  watery  grave,  but  that 
more  than  one  unlucky  human  being  had,  by  a 
single  false  step,  been  hurled  into  the  foaming 
"  pot,"  there  to  boil  and  roll  through  its  inmost 
caverns  to  the  end  of  time.  With  such  consoling 
thoughts,  wherefrom  to  gather  encouragement,  I 
determined  to  put  the  best  face  on  the  matter, 
and,  whatever  might  be  my  real  sensations,  to 
afford  my  companions  no  excuse  for  cavilling  at 
the  courage  of  an  Englishman.  Fortes  fortuna 
adjuvat.  Grasping,  therefore,  my  rod  firmly  in 
my  hand,  without  further  delay  I  sprang  over  the 
chasm,  which  in  reality,  when  viewed  apart  from 
all  the  other  enhancing  considerations,  was  an 
obstacle  of  but  trifling  moment.  I  am  told  that  at 
the  high  tides,  when  the  sea  almost  reaches  this 
narrow  throat,  the  salmon  may  be  seen  in  numbers, 
passing  by  one  leap  from  the  salt  to  the  fresh 
water,  though  they  will  not  often  take  the  fly  so 
near  the  sea.  On  the  present  occasion,  my  tackle 
being  packed,  I  did  not  make  the  attempt,  but  my 
companion  cast  carelessly  three  or  four  times  into 
the  "  pot,"  while  I  proceeded  on  our  homeward 
route.  Scarcely,  however,  had  I  advanced  ten 
yards,  when  I  was  arrested  by  a  shout,  and  on 

*  From  "  Forap  among  Sajpaon  {iiid  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 
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looking  round  saw  his  rod  almost  bent  double  by 
some  huge  fish,  which  at  once  plunged  into  the 
lowest  depths  of  the  pool  and  quickly  ran  out 
several  yards  of  line.  For  a  moment  there  was  a 
sullen  pause,  and  we  all  stood  in  intense  anxiety 
and  suspense,  for  the  fish  was  evidently  a  monster, 
when  a  sudden  dash  once  more  renewed  the  strain 
on  rod  and  line,  and  in  another  moment,  strong 
and  well-tried  as  it  was,  the  latter  snapped  and  all 
was  over.  The  fish  had  doubtless  sawn  it  asunder 
on  the  sharp  edge  of  some  rock,  and  had  gone 
away  with  the  fly  and  some  twenty  yards  of 
horsehair. 

Such  was  the  provoking  termination  of  our  inter- 
course with  the  "  genus  Salmo  "  for  this  year — an 
intercourse  from  which,  beginning  though  it  did 
at  a  late  period  in  the  season,  I  had  derived  great 
enjoyment  and  advantage,  having  been,  on  the 
whole,  fortunate  beyond  my  greatest  expectations, 
and  having,  in  spite  of  inexperience  and  clumsy 
skill,  met  with  more  than  average  sport.  What 
Horace  says  of  the  poet  is  also,  to  a  certain  extent, 
true  of  the  fisherman — Nascitur,  nonfit.  And  yet 
the  reverse  also  is  true  to  a  degree.  For  though 
he  must  have  an  inborn  taste  for  the  pursuit,  yet 
it  must  also  be  a  work  of  time  to  acquire  the 
amount  of  skill  requisite  to  ensure  success  and 
enjoyment.  If,  bom  and  bred  within  the  sound  of 
Bow  bells,  he  suddenly  finds  himself  transplanted, 
rod  in  hand,  to  the  banks  of  a  salmon  river  in  the 
Highlands,  Ije  is  not  ipso  facto  at  once  converted 
into  a  skilful  disciple  of  the  gentle  craft.  Nor  will 
any  amount  of  preparation  in  the  shape  of  book -lore, 
"  crammed  "  for  the  occasion,  enable  him  to  acquit 
himself  creditably  until  he  has  added  thereto  per- 
sonal experience  and  careful  application.  'Twas 
no  fool,  be  assured,  that  wrote  the  ancient  but  no 
less  true  proverb,  iradrjixaTa  fiaBrjfiara  :  so  certain  is 
it  that  defeat  teaches  us  wisdom,  and  successive 
failures  add  so  many  fresh  wrinkles.  Skill,  even 
ordinary  skill,  is  only  acquired  at  the  cost  of  frequent 
disappointment,  and  he  who  would  be  successful 
among  the  salmon  must  be  content  to  lose  many 
a  fly,  if  nothing  worse.  Moreover,  he  might  as 
well  be  a  rod  without  a  line  as  an  angler  without 
patience.  The  struggle  which  has  been  cautiously 
carried  on  for  an  hoMr  may  be  lost  by  the  hastiness 
of  a  moment.  Every  movement  of  the  fish  must 
be  studied  and  acted  upon  with  discretion.  The 
state  of  the  weather,  the  wind  and  the  water,  must 
each  come  under  consideration,  and  receive  then- 
due  attention.  A  rash  ignoramus  might  fish  the 
very  best  stream,  and  one  day  never  have  a  rise, 
while  the  next  day  with  rises  innumerable  he 
might  never  hook  a  fish.  He  must  be  prepared  as 
well  against  the  prolonged  struggle  of  the  sullen  as 
against  the  short-lived  but  not  less  trying  plunges 
of  the  desperate  fish. 

I  lately  heard  the  confessions  of  a  shepherd, 
within  whose  shieling  I  had  accidently  discovered, 
carefully  concealed  beneath  the  heather  thatch,  a 
home-made- but  serviceable  salmon  rod.  He  owned 
he  had  a  great  fondness  for  the  sport,  having  been 
born  and  grown  up  in  those  halcyon  days  when 
every  poor  man  was  free  to  feed  wife  and  bairns  on 
the  salmon  from  the  stream  that  bowled  by  his 
door,  and  he  still  had,  he  admitted,  an  occasional 
harmless  cast,  which  I,  for  my  part,  could  not 
grudge  him. 

The  fiercest  struggle  with  a  fish  he  "  minded  " 
was  one  which  continued  through  a  whole  night. 
Having  in  the  evening  hooked  a  very  large  salmon, 
and  his  line  being  but  short,  he  was  forced  "  to 
bow  to  the  blast,"  as  he  expressed  himself,  in  the 
hopes  that  he  might  eventually  weary  the  creature 
out.  At  first  he  had  fairly  to  fling  his  rod  into 
the  water,  which  the  fish,  rushing  up  the  stream, 
dragged  after  it.  He  then  by  wading  recovered 
his  rod,  and  for  a  time  offered  a  slight  resistance, 
when  on  a  sudden  rush  he  had  again  to  relinquish 
his  hold.  In  this  way  the  fight  went  *bn  by  fits 
and  starts.  And  at  length,  after  repeatedly  wading 
the  river  to  follow  his  rod  and  renew  the  resistance, 
he  resolved,  seeing  that  the  hook  was  so  securely 
fixed,  to  go  home  and  leave  the  fish  to  weary  itself, 
which  he  accordingly  did.  Returning  next  morning 
he  was  at  first  disappointed  on  finding  no  trace  of 
either  rod  or  fish,  but  presently  he  discovered  the 
former  some  himdred  yards  further  up  the  stream, 
and  on  grasping  it  found  the  salmon  still  attached 
to  it,  and  considerably  humbled  by  the  night  of 
anxiety  and  restlessness.  The  stream,  being  a  rapid 
one,  had  always  kept  the  rod  alive,  and  the  fish 
therefore  Ul  at  ease,'  and  a  few  moments'  fighting 
brought  him  to  terms  ;  "  and  a  bonnier  fish  I  ne'er 
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saw,"  said  Andrew,  "  and  mony  a  day  the  gude 
wife  and  the  wee  anes  dined  on  him." 

Gillespie,  the  foxhunter,  though  no  fisherman, 
has  several  stories  of  adventures  connected  with 
the  salmon.  One  one  occasion  he  killed  an  otter 
and  a  salmon  by  the  same  shot  while  they  were 
struggling  together.  The  otter  was  so  intent  on 
securing  his  prey  that  he  did  not  observe  the 
approach  of  the  third  party,  and  Gillespie,  standing 
motionless  on  the  bank  of  the  pool,  awaited  his 
opportunity,  and  as  the  unsuspecting  otter  drew 
the  fish  towards  the  bank,  close  beneath  the  fox- 
hunter,  a  well-directed  shot  passed  through  his 
brain  and  at  the  same  moment  entered  the  shoulder 
of  the  salmon,  at  once  terminating  the  existence  of 
both.  On  another  occasion,  while  wandering  along 
the  seashore,  he  performed  the  still  naore  remarkable 
feat  of  killing  a  seal  and  cod  in  the  same  manner. 
A  curious  incident  was  related  to  me  a  fctv  days 
ago  by  a  Highland  gentleman.  He  was  sauntering 
along  the  seashore  with  his  gun  when  he  saw  an 
eagle  suddenly  pounce  upon  some  object  in  the 
water,  in  all  probability  a  salmon.  A  fierce  fight 
ensued,  in  which  it  seemed  doubtful  on  which  side 
would  be  the  victory.  The  talons  of  the  eagle 
were  so  deeply  embedded  in  the  back  of  the  fish 
that  he  could  not  extricate  himself,  while  the  fish, 
on  his  part,  was  not  strong  enough  to  drag  his 
assailant  under  water.  In  this  state  they  continued 
for  some  time,,  the  tenant  of  the  deep  rushing 
wildly  about  and  ploughing  up  the  still  waters  of 
the  bay,  while  the  monarch  of  the  air,  for  once 
fairly  matched,  was  compelled  to  ride  his  finny 
courser,  nolens  volens,  occasionally  declaring  his 
majesty's  reluctance  by  a  not  very  dignified  flapping 
of  his  kingly  pinions.  Thus  engaged  my  informant 
watched  the  struggle  with  considerable  interest 
until  the  combatants  gradually  drifted  out  to  sea, 
and  were  presently  lost  to  view.  How  the  matter 
terminated  witness  deponeth  not. 

Gillespie  once  found  an  eagle  and  a  skate  lying 
dead  upon  the  shore,  having  doubtless  both  perished 
in  a  similar  struggle. 


HAKVEST  OF  THE  SEA  ON  THE 
QUEENSLAND  COAST. 

In  marine  fish  Queensland  is  very  rich  as  regards 
variety,  abundance,  and  excellence.  At  Southport, 
Caloundra,  and  many  other  places  on  the  coast,  the 
disciples  of  good  old  Walton  may  indulge  in  their 
favourite  sport  to  their  heart's  content.  Most 
of  our  fresh  water  is,  however,  not  so  well  supplied. 
The  celebrated  palmer  {Lates  calcarifer)  may  be 
caught  in  the  Burnett,  and  in  rivers  north  thereof. 
This  is  a  fish  of  rare  excellence,  and  may  be  re- 
garded as  unrivalled,  whether  we  view  it  from  a 
sportsman's  or  an  epicure's  point  of  view.  It 
attains  a  considerable  size,  sometimes  exceeding 
501b.  in  weight.  The  ceratodus  is  an  extremely 
ancient  fish,  being  one  of  the  oldest  forms  of  life 
in  existence ;  it  is  regarded  as  a  connecting  link 
between  the  fish  and  the  reptile.  Unlike  other 
fish,  it  breathes  by  means  of  a  lung  as  well  as  by 
gills.  The  ceratodus  is  found  only  in  Queensland, 
where  it  was  until  recently  confined  to  two  rivers 
— the  Burnett  and  the  Mary ;  it  has,  however,  now 
been  placed  in  half-a-dozen  other  waters.  This 
was  done  in  the  hope  of  preserving  it  from  extinc- 
tion. Its  native  name  is  "  yeebine  "  ;  it  is  known 
on  the  Burnett  as  salmon  on  account  of  its  pink 
flesh.  In  1886  and  1887  attempts  were  made  to 
acclimatise  trout,  English  perch,  carp,  and  tench 
in  the  Gold  Creek  and  Enoggera  reservoirs.  A 
number  of  young  fish  brought  from  Ballarat  and 
some  perch  from  Hobart  were  liberated,  but  un- 
fortunately destroyed  by  the  numerous  shags  which 
were  allowed  to  infest  these  waters.  The  Acclima- 
tisation Society  of  Southern  Queensland,  whose 
headquarters  are  at  Warwick,  have  successfully 
introduced  the  English  brown  trout  and  the 
American  rainbow  trout  into  the  streams  on  the 
Downs.  It  is  expected  that  trout  fishing  will  in 
the  near  future  be  one  of  the  sports  of  Queensland. 
The  above  excellent  society  is  also  engaged  in  the 
acclimatisation  of  feathered  game,  having  alreadj- 
imported  pheasants,  partridges,  and  Californian 
quail.  Another  attempt  to  acclimatise  the  gourami 
in  Queensland  is  contemplated  on  a  sufficiently 
large  scale  to  ensure  success.  This  justly  cele- 
brated fish  is  kept  in  a  domesticated  state,  and  is 
consequently  always  available.  It  is  held  in  high 
estimation  wherever  it  is  known. 

Edible  fishes  form  only  a  portion  of  the  great 
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"  harvest  of  the  sea."  Several  species  of  oysters 
abound  from  one  end  of  Queensland  to  the  other. 
O.  glomerata  are  of  especial  value,  and  have  for 
years  past  formed  an  extensixe  and  profitable 
industry,  a  very  large  quantity  being  exported  to 
the  southern  markets,  especially  to  Sydney  and 
Melbourne.  The  pearl  oyster  fishery  has  also 
attained  large  dimensions.  The  Trepang  fishery 
has  Ijeen  carried  on  with  considerable  vigour. 
Turtles  abound,  but  are  seldom  sought.  Sponges 
are  plentiful,  I  but  none  are  gathered.  —  North 
Queensland  Herald. 


CANADIAN  ANGLING  LICENCES. 


"Toronto,  Ont.,  Sept.  24. — Editor  Forest  and 
Stream :  In  your  issue  of  Sept.  19  you  publish  a 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  B.  Townscnd,  jun.,  of  Phila- 
delfAia,  who  complains  that  when  on  an  angling 
excursion  in  Nova  Scotia  he  had  been  unjustly 
treated  by  the  Fisheries  Department  of  this  coun- 
try. The  editorial  comment  you  make  on  the 
matter  would  create  the  impression  that  this 
alleged  injustice  was  the  result  of  regulations  in 
force  in  all  parts  of  Canada.  Now  this  impression 
is  erroneous,  as  far  as  the  Province  of  Ontario  is 
concerned.  The  laws  regulating  the  fisheries  laws 
are  administered  by  provincial  officials,  and  all  fees 
from  licences  or  permits  are  payable  to  the  province. 
We  never  exact  fees  from  people  who  come  here  to 
fish,  a,nd  who  employ  our  guides  and  board  at  our 
hotels.  If,  however,  they  merely  cross  a  boundary 
river  in  their  own  boats,  a  fee  is  demanded,  as 
coming  to  our  waters  in  that  way  could  not  be 
regarded  as  a  '  temporary  domicile.'  Now,  we 
have  a  province  with  an  area  of  222,000  square 
miles  where  all  are  welcome  to  fish.  The  only 
reserve  is  the  Nipigon,  where  fees  are  charged  to 
all  anglers,  Canadian  or  foreign,  and  it  is  well 
worth  the  money  demanded. 

"  W.  R.  Wood,  Fishery  Overseer." 

"  Fishery  overseer  A.  M.  Hatfield,  of  Arcadia, 
Nova  Scotia,  one  of  the  officials  concerned  in  the 
Townsend  affair,  sends  us  a  letter  published  by 
him  in  the  Yarvioidh  Herald,  in  which  he  explains 
as  to  the  purpose  of  the  law  :  '  The  law  first  passed 
excluded  all  foreigners,  which  would  be  imjust,  as 
there  are  many  who  are  not  British  subjects  doiag 
business  in  the  coimtry,  who  are  temporarily  domi- 
ciled, such  as  Consuls,  agents,  miners,  and  many 
others  who  perhaps  are  doing  no  business  at  all, 
but  who  would  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
exemption  clause.' " 


THE  MEDITEKKANEAN  TUNNY. 


Before  leaving  Sicily  we  saw  a  dire  revenge  taken 
on  the  tunnies  which  had  despised  our  allurements. 
At  Favignana,  where  a  slab  attached  to  a  door  of  a 
church  in  the  island  records  a  famous  catch  which 
took  place  more  than  4^  years  ago,  there  is  stiU 
the  most  lucrative  tiumy  fishery  in  Sicily,  and 
through  the  kindness  of  its  proprietor,  Commen- 
datore  Florio,  to  whom  most  things  in  Sicily  belong, 
we  were  the  privileged  spectators  of  more  than  one 
"  matanza,"  and  a  "  matanza  "  is  a  sight  well  worth 
seeing.  The  fish  are  guided  into  the  chambers, 
which  open  one  into  the  other  tOl  they  end  in  the 
chamber  of  death,  by  long  arms  of  coarse  netting, 
which  stretch  out  on  either  side  to  intercept  the 
shoals  which  pursue  'a  regular  course,  and  cause 
them  to  coast  round  till  they  find  the  opening  into 
the  chamber,  which  they  imsuspectingly  enter. 
These  arms  are  sometimes  some  four  miles  in 
length,  one  being  known  as  the  "  coda,"  or  tail,  and 
the  other  as  the  "  costa,"  and  they  both  end  in  the 
"  campile."  The  tunny  is  a  gentle  and  a  curious 
fish,  and  is  apparently  not  alarmed  at  finding  him- 
self in  confinement,  and  never  seems  to  make  a  dash 
through  the  nets,  which  at  this  stage  he  could  do 
without  much  difficulty,  but  only  follows  them 
round  till  he  finds  his  passage  unimpeded.  The 
nets  are  kept  in  position  by  a  hawser  at  the  top 
called  a  "  sommo,"  which  is  kept  afloat  by  large 
pieces  of  cork,  and  a  hawser  at  the  bottom  called 
the  "  piombo,"  which  is  weighted  with  large 
pieces  of  stone ;  the  vertical  lines  which  connect 
the  two  are  called  "  modellari,"  and  the  whole  is 
made  secure  by  anchors  placed  at  stated  intervals. 
Men  in  barges  are  constantly  on  the  watch  over  the 
nets,  and  by  long  practice  can  state  with  absolute 
precision  the  number  of  fish  that  have  entered  the 
chambers.    Thcy^can  be  passed  from  one  chamber 
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to  another  by  opening  the  door,  which  is  done  by 
letting  the  net  over  the  aperture  drop,  and  closing 
it  again  by  pulling  it  up  after  they  have  gone 
through.  If  the  fish  are  imwilling  to  mo^•e  as 
required,  advantage  is  taken  of  their  curiosity,  and 
something  bright  exhibited  at  the  opening,  and 
when  one  has  passed  through  to  see  what  it  is  all 
the  rest  follow.  So  they  are  moved  on,  and  wheu 
there  is  a  sufficient  number  collected  in  the 
penultimate  chamber  preparations  are  made  for  the 
"  matanza." 

The  last  chamber  is  the  chamber  of  death,  and 
no  tunny  once  across  its  fatal  threshold  comes  out 
alive.  It  is  formed  of  much  stronger  netting  than 
the  other  compartments,  each  of  which  also  has  its 
separate  name,  and  its  bottom,  too,  is  made  of 
netting  attached  by  thick  hawsers  to  large  bundles 
of  cork  known  as  "  cagnazzi."  When  the  day  of 
the  "matanza"  arrives,  the  fish  being  secured  in 
the  "  camera  del  morte,"  three  sides  of  it  are  en- 
closed by  huge  barges,  wliile  another  huge  barge 
0  -ammed  with  men,  beginning  at  the  distant  end 
of  the  compartment,  slowly  approaches  them 
broadside  on,  dragged  forward  by  means  of  the 
bottom  net,  which  is  thus  brought  to  the  surface 
and  dropped  as  the  barge  passes  on.  In  the  middle 
during  the  whole  time  there  is  the  head-man  in  a 
boat  directing  the  raising  of  the  net  beneath  him. 
The  whole  operation  is  carried  on  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  weird  cries  from  the  multitude  of  men 
who  are  hauling  up  the  net.  For  some  time  there 
is  nothing  to  be  seen,  but  as  the  moving  barge 
approaches  there  is  suddenly  the  great  swirl  caused 
by  the  first  rush  of  the  empty  fish  to  the  surface, 
which  is  by  far  the  finest  sight  in  the  day's  work. 
Soon  after  this,  as  the  fatal  net  rises,  the  whole  of 
the  water  is  one  sheet  of  foam  and  spray  flung  high 
over  the  barges  which  enclose  it  on  all  sides.  Here 
and  there  a  swordfish  is  seen  darting  this  way  and  • 
that  in  the  extremity  of  terror,  and  the  great  forked 
tails  of  the  tunnies  lash  the  water  in  their  futile 
struggles  to  escape.  But  soon  the  spray,  which 
was  as  white  as  snow,  gets  tinged  with  red,  and 
finally  becomes  more  red  than  white,  as  the  iron 
hooks  attached  to  short  poles  are  driven  into  the 
sides  of  the  unfortunate  fish,  which  with  incredible 
rapidity  and  scant  ceremony  are  dragged  up  over 
the  gunwale  of  the  barge,  and  fall  into  its  capacious 
hold  \\'ith  a  resounding  thud. — From  an  article  by 
W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  in  the  October  Ninetevnth 
Century. 


ON  QUEBEC  TKOUT  LAKES. 


The  latter  part  of  last  May  and  the  first  two 
weeks  of  June  I  spent  trout  fishing  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  and  I  can  truly  say  that  I  had  the 
most  enjoyable  trip  of  the  kind  I  ever  took. 

If  you  look  at  the  latest  map  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  you  will  see  straight  lines  running  north 
and  south  to  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  at  the 
northern  end  of  each  district  you  will  see  a  blank 
map  with  no  rivers,  mountains,  or  lakes.  It  was 
here  that  I  did  my  fishing.  No  surveyor  has  ever 
put  level  here,  nor  woodsman  an  axe.  It  is  a 
country  full  of  game — moose,  caribou,  and  trout — 
with  all  the  fur-bearing  animals  that  Canada  is  so 
noted  for. 

One  who  likes  camping  and  a  rough  time  can 
find  it  here.  It  is  not  like  most  districts  I  have 
been  in,  because  you  cannot  come  out  at  the  other 
side  if  you  travel  for  a  few  days.  In  Quebec  you 
can  travel  along  as  you  want,  and  if  you  go  north 
the  first  house  you  may  see  will  be  at  Hudson  Bay, 
or  east  of  that  you  may  see  no  houses,  but  come 
out  on  the  Arctic  Ocean.  So  you  see,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  how  much  time  you  can  spend.'  You  do 
not  have  to  look  for  a  place  to  get  away  from  your 
neighbours  ;  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  go,  and  if  you 
go  long  enough  you  will  be  where  there  is  no 
danger  of  being  shot,  and  you  will  not  be  coming 
out  on  the  other  side. 

My  friend  Mr.  Zimmerman,  who  is  an  enthu- 
siastic fisherman,  and,  like  all  good  fishermen,  was 
looking  for  a  place  to  fish  and  have  a  quiet  summer, 
and  regain  his  loss  of  energy  from  too  hard  work 
during  the  winter,  stumbled  into  the  woods  of 
Quebec  and  found  the  place  that  I  am  going  to 
write  about.  There  are  lots  of  just  such  spots  as 
he  found,  and,  I  dare  say,  better  ones,  so  I  hope 
my  readers  will  not  ask  me  the  exact  location,  but 
if  they  desire  to  see  fish  will  try  to  find  one  for 
themselves.  The  country  is  large  and  full  of  lakes, 
rivers,  and  streams.    Outside  of  a  few  preserves 


and  the  salmon  streams  one  can  go  for  miles  and 
fish  until  tired,  and  no  one  will  bother.  I  am  told 
that  as  you  go  dowi  the  St.  Lawrence  River  the 
trout  fishing  improves,  simply  because  it  is  never 
fished.  At  certain  seasons  in  this  part  the  sea- 
trout  come  in,  and  they  give  fine  sport,  and  it  is 
not  much  trouble  to  get  permission  to  fish  in 
salmon  streams  for  them,  as  they  bother  salmon 
fishers  very  much  at  times. 

When  my  friend  Zim  told  me  of  this  spot  of  his 
I  began  to  wonder  how  it  could  be.  I  had  my 
Rangeley  trips  in  my  mind,  and  this  was  my 
standard.  He  was  very  quiet  about  it,  and  careful 
not  to  get  my  hopes  up  too  high  ;  but  finally,  after 
we  got  started,  he  told  me  in  a  very  quiet  way  of 
his  that  he  would  show  me  more  fish  than  I  ever 
saw,  and  as  the  train  moved  on  he  began  to  show 
more  signs  of  enthusiasm  and  was  growing  younger 
as  we  travelled  north.  We  were  met  by  the  iwo 
guides— Joe,  an  Indian,  quick,'  straight,  bright 
disposition,  and  as  strong  as  an  ox ;  Philip,  a 
French-Canadian,  strong,  shorb,  and  of  heavy 
build,  and  quiet,  but  always  in  a  good  humour. 
Both  weve  willing  to  do  anything  in  their  power 
to  make  us  have  a  good  time. 

Our  home  camp  was  on  a  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  four  miles  long  and  nearly  half  a  mile  wide, 
having  on  one  side  mountains  that  in  places  were 
nearly  straight  up  and  down.  The  spot  was 
particulai-ly  favourable,  because  it  was  a  centre  for 
good  rivers  and  lakes,  and  we  could  go  in  difilerent 
directions  and  not  retrace  our  steps.  My  friend 
Zim  certainly  used  a  true  sportsman's  skill  in 
camping  here.  It  is  the  most  beautiful  lake  I  saw, 
was  alive  with  fish,  and  afforded  fine  camping 
ground.  On  a  point  jutting  out  into  this  beautiful 
lake  Zim  had  had  Joe  and  Philip  go  in  during  the 
winter  and  build  a  little  log  camp,  so  that  we  could 
be  comfortable  in  rain  or  shine.  It  was  rough,  but 
well  built,  of  logs  throughout,  and  had  a  fireplace 
which  was  our  special  pride.  Here  we  slept  and 
took  our  meals,  but  all  cooking  was  done  outside. 
The  first  night  we  took  enough  trout  for  supper 
and  breakfast.  The  next  morning  we  left  the 
home  camp  and  pushed  through  a  chain  of  lakes, 
connected  by  a  fine  river,  with  the  most  beautiful 
pools  and  rapids  that  it  has  ever  been  my  good 
fortune  to  see.  The  water  was  boiling,  roaring, 
tumbling  along  at  such  a  rate  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  hear  oinrselves  shout  at  the  top  of  our 
voices,  and  in  these  pools  we  found  trout  every- 
where. We  took  lunch  by  the  side  of  a  pool  that 
netted  us  many  fine  fish,  and  one  that  required 
great  skill  to  handle  big  fish  in.  Zim  finally 
hooked  the  big  one  of  them  all,  a  good  four  and 
a-half  to  five  poimder,  and  liad  him  for  about  five 
or  ten  minutes.  Joe,  Pliilip,  and  myself  stood  in 
quiet  water,  where  every  little  bit  he  would  run 
in  and  jump  or  make  a  rush  for  an  old  tree  top,  so 
we  had  lots  of  opportunities  to  see  him.  He  was 
so  full  of  fight,  and  so  big,  we  were  afraid  to  put 
the  net  under  him  until  he  showed  some  signs  of 
giving  up,  as  he  was  well  hooked,  and  it  looked 
like  only  a  question  of  time  before  he  would  be  on 
dry  land.  I  suppose  all  these  things  were  rimning 
through  his  mind,  because  he  played  a  trick  that 
looked  like  a  last  efl'ort  and  saved  his  life.  He  ran 
up  the  foam  to  Zim's  feet,  and  got  right  in  the 
worst  of  it,  and  suddenly  began  doing  acrobatic 
feats  for  about  seventy-five  feet  down  stream,  and 
his  last  jump  brought  back  an  empty  hook.  I 
never  was  so  disappointed  about  a  fish,  and  felt 
sorry  for  Zim,  to  think  the  fish  could  get  the  better 
of  him  just  when  we  thought  he  had  hhn  all  but  on 
dry  land.  I  hope  he  will  be  there  next  May,  and 
if  he  is  he  wants  to  look  out,  because  Zim  has  him 
marked. 

After  dinner  we  pushed  on  down  the  river,  fishing 
all  good  pools  and  crossing  some  fair-sized  lakes, 
and  finally  made  camp  for  the  night  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  and  in  front  of  a  fine  piece  of  water, 
where  we  took  many  fine  trout.  I  do  not  want  my 
readers  to  think  that  we  were  "  trout  hogs,"  because 
we  were  not ;  we  kept  only  what  fish  we  wanted 
to  eat ;  the  others  were  unhooked  and  returned, 
unhurt.    All  our  fishing  was  done  with  a  fly. 

One  thing  that  made  this  trip  so  interesting  was 
the  fact  that  the  guides  did  not  know  where  to  fish 
any  more  than  we  did  ;  they  knew  the  country. 


Orikntal  Books  formerly  issued  liy  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
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tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
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but  only  fished  for  food  when  in  the  woods,  or  for 
bait  for  traps  in  winter.  When  wo  would  ask  them 
where  to  fish,  they  would  say,  "  Fish  all  over,  or, 
lots  fish  everywhere."  I  remember  when  we  wcro 
going  down  the  river  we  found  a  long,  still  water 
for  several  miles,  and  Joe  was  asked  about  the  fish 
in  some  likely  looking  places,  and  he  would  say  : 
"  Don't  guess  no  fish,  never  catchum,"  but  that  he 
would  look  out.  We  had  not  gone  far  when  Joe, 
whose  canoe  was  first,  stopped  suddenly,  and, 
pointing  to  a  swirl,  said,  "  Me  see  big  trout  jump 
so !  "  We  loosened  our  lines  and  began  to  cast, 
and  at  the  first  cast  Zim  hooked  and  landed  two 
fine  trout  of  about  21b.  apiece  ;  and  I  was  doing 
business  of  the  same  kind.  So  here,  where  we 
least  expected  it,  we  took  a  fine  lot  of  fish,  and 
then  pushed  on,  as  we  were  in  a  hurry.  After  this 
we  began  to  look  about  to  locate  them.  My 
method  was  to  let  my  flies  trail  on  the  water,  and 
if  we  got  a  rise  to  stop  and  cast,  and  it  never  failed. 
In  this  way  I  found  two  or  three  fine  places.  We 
travelled  along  like  this  through  lake  and  rivers, 
catching  trout  at  all  times  and  all  places  right  in 
the  heart  of  a  wilderness  that  was  a  wilderness. 
It  certainly  was  a  glorious  time  to  be  there  ;  the 
trees  were  just  breaking  bud,  and  while  we  were 
watching  them  from  day  to  day  one  could  fairly 
see  tliem  swell  and  break.  I  have  often  read  of 
spring  in  the  north  coming  in  with  a  bound,  but 
this  was  my  first  sight  of  it,  and  it  was  glorious. 
One  day  we  would  go  down  a  river,  the  trees  and 
bushes  bare,  and  in  a  few  days  go  over  the  same 
ground  and  see  it  all  changed  to  a  beautiful,  soft 
green.  Besides  the  coming  of  spring,  we  had  the 
joy  of  listening  to  the  song  birds  as  they  came 
along — and  such  songs  and  notes  I  had  never 
heard  before — I  never  knew  we  had  such  beautiful 
songsters  in  America.  This  certainly  was  God's 
country  and  just  as  He  made  it,  full  of  beauty  and 
full  of  life  ;  the  birds,  animals,  and  fish  are  undis- 
turbed. Some  of  these  lakes  do  not  see  a  canoe 
from  year  to  year  ;  and  when  we  did  meet  a  moose 
he  would  look  at  us  as  if  he  were  wondering  what 
we  were  and  where  we  came  from.  One  day  wo 
ran  across  a  cow  and  bull  moose  standing  in  a 
river,  and  got  within  seventy-five  feet  of  them ; 
they  looked  at  us  long  enough  for  us  to  try  their 
picture  three  times,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
when  the  picture  was  developed  the  view  was 
beautiful,  but  the  moose  somehow  were  not  to  be 
seen — we  had  missed  them.  This  was  the  chance 
of  a  lifetime. 

Fishing  as  we  did,  and  travelling  as  fast  as  wc 
did,  we  took  six  hundred  fine  trout,  and  how  many 
more  we  saw  I  cannot  tell  you ;  if  we  had  fished 
all  day,  liai-d,  and  counted  all  we  could  CQ,tch,  I' 
would  not  like  to  say  what  the  score  would  have 
been,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  guides  and 
sportsmen  had  the  same  spirit  about  the  killing 
of  fish,  and  that  was  to  kill  no  more  than  we  could 
eat. — F.  B.  G.  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  TAY  ROD  FISHING. 


The  rod  fishing  on  the  river  Tay  and  its  tributaries 
(excepting  the  river  Earn,  which  "does  not  close 
till  Oct  30)  closed  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  15.  Taking 
it  all  over  the  season  has  been  a  very  successful 
one.  In  the  spring,  owing  to  the  open  winter 
and  heavy  floods,  fish  got  well  forward.  The 
fishing  during  the  early  spring  months  was 
excellent,  and  on  several  beats  some  splendid  takes 
were  got,  exceeding  anything  that  had  been  got  for 
many  years  previous.  With  regard  to  the  autumn 
season  which  has  just  closed,  sport  lias  been  very  good 
on  the  whole  ;  at  the  time  the  nets  went  off  (Aug.  20, 
being  six  days  earlier),  there  was  a  slight  flood  which 
partially  stocked  the  pools,  but  the  greater  part  of 
September  was  very  dry,  with  the  result  that  the 
river  got  very  low,  and  was  for  about  three  weeks 
almost  at  summer  level.  Duiing  that  time  little  or 
no  fishing  was  done  on  any  of  the  principal  beats. 
Towards  the  end  of  September  there  was  a  good  flood 
which  brought  up  a  large  number  of  fish,  and  siaco 
then  the  river  has  kept  a  fair  size,  and  excellent  sport 
was  got,  especially  during  the  latter  three  weeks  of  the 
fishing.  Unfortunately,  on  the  closing  day  the  river 
came  out  about  two  feet,  spoiling  most  of  the  beats,  so 
that  poor  sport  was  got.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
nets  being  taken  off  six  days  earlier  this  season  has 
allowed  a  larger  number  of  fish  to  ascend  the  river, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  the  floods  being  so  long  ia 
coming  some  record  sport  would  have  been  got.  Even 
when  the  floods  did  come  they  were  not  quite  big 
enough  to  enable  the  great  body  of  fish  which  wi^re  in 
the  estuary  to  move  up,  and  at  present  there  arc-  large 
number  in  the  estuary  waiting  on  a  good  flood  to  take 
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them  up.  The  following 
the  principal  beats  since 

Heat. 

Mcikleour  .... 
Islamouth  .... 
Upper  Cargill 
Lower  Cargill. 
Willies  Stone  . 
Upper  Stobhall  . 
Lower  Stobhall  . 
Upper  Taymount 
Lowin-  Taymount 
.  Burumouth 

Burnmouth  Stobhall 
Catholes  .... 
Upper  Stanley 
Lower  Stanley 
Benchill  .... 
Upper  Sedgorton 
Lower  Redgorton 
Upper  Bertha 
Lower  Bertha 

Total      .  . 


is  a  record  of 
the  nets  went 
Kalinoii. 


LI). 
448^ 

996 
8551 
451i 
145" 
1034 
756 
545 

101-^ 
224^ 

80.^ 
274tV 
103" 
206 
70^ 
2  31^ 
_5  79 

882  7233 


No. 

26 
55 
47 
21 

8 
49 
44 
25 
35 

(i 
10 

2 

5 
16 

7 
15 

4 


the  fish 
off  :— 
Gri 
No. 

17 
40 
21 
21 

1 
17 
17 
10 
13 

r, 

8 

4 
12 
21 

8 
25 
20 

9 
41 


got  on 

Ise. 
Lh. 
123 
296 
151 
141 
5 

llGi 

123 
72 
77 
45 
48* 
294 

ai| 

136.^ 
58j 

164| 

126 
59i 

289" 


311  2143 


Average — salmon,  18  •  931b.  each  ;  grilse,  6  •  891b.  each. 

The  total  catch  over  the  above-mentioned  beats  for 
each  week  since  the  nets  went  off  was  as  follows  : — 


\ 

Week  eiidiim' 

Sept.    3  . 

„     10  . 

„     17  . 

„     24  . 

Oct.     1  . 

8  . 

„     15  . 

Total .  . 


Salmon. 


No. 
4 
1 
5 
32 
51 
148 
141 

382 


Lb. 
59 
20 
84 
587| 
918 
.3004 
2561 

7233 


No. 

34 
6 
20 
42 
52 
80 
77 

311 


Grilse. 


Lh. 
211 

32 
137f 
292| 
352^ 
669 
548 

2143 


There  have  been  a  considerable  number  of  heavy  fish 
caught  this  season  on  the  Tay,  the  largest  being  one 
of  471b.  caught  by  Mr.  T.  Butter,  of  Corston,  Coupar 
Angus,  on  Willies  Stone  beat.  The  next  largest  fish 
caught  was  one  of  451b.  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Shepherd  on  Delvine 
Water.  He  also  caught  three  other  large  fish  of  441b., 
431b.,  and  381b.  The  451b.  fish,  which  was  in  fine,  plump 
condition,  measured  three  feet  ten-and-a-half  inches 
in  length,  and  two-and-a-half  feet  in  girth  ;  his  441b. 
fish  was  foul  hooked  by  the  tail,  and  took  an  hour-and- 
a-half  to  land.  Mr.  Coats  landed  a  401b.  fish  on  Upper 
Stobhall.  Dr.  Bramwell,  Tynemouth,  also  landed  a 
fine  421b.  fish  on  Scone  Palace  Water  in  September. 

Among  the  best  fished  beats  were  Islamouth.  Lord 
Blythswood,  who  fished  this  beat  three  days  a  week, 
besides  occasional  days  on  Cargill  and  Meikleour, 
caught  to  his  own  rod  eighty-two  fish,  weighing  11381b. 
Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing 
Upper  and  Lower  Stobhall  on  alternate  days,  with 
one  or  two  days  on  Redgorton,  caught  from  one  boat 
seventy-three  fish,  weighing  1285|lb.  The  total  catch 
for  Mr.  Coats's  house  party  on  Stobhall,  Redgorton,  and 
Upper  Bertha  for  the  season  was  two  hundred  and  two 
fish,  weighing  2747Jlb.  Lord  Cairns,  fishing  Upper 
Cargill,  had  to  his  own  rod  thirty-three  fish,  weighing 
564Jlb.,  and  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry,  fishing  LTpper  and 
Lower  Cargill,  had  thirty-three  fish,  weighing  372ilb. 
The  best  day's  sport  over  all  the  above-mentioned  beats 
was  got  on  Oct.  8,  when  fifty-one  salmon,  weight 
10331b.,  and  sixteen  grilse,  weight  120Jlb.,  were  caught. 
The  next  best  day  was  Oct.  3,  when  thirty-one  salmon, 
6751b.,  and  eleven  grilse,  711b.,  were  landed.  The 
largest  takes  to  one  rod  on  a  single  day  were  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats  and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  from  one  boat 
with  eleven  salmon,  2481b.,  and  one  grilse,  91b.,  on 
Upper  Stobhall.  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray  and  Mr.  J.  Murray 
from  one  boat  on  Lower  Taymount  with  eleven  fish 
weighing  2.371b.  Lord  Blythswood's  be^t  day  on  Isla- 
mouth yielded  seven  salmon,  1431b.,  and  one  grilse, 
81b.,  and  Lord  Cairns,  on  Upper  Cargill,  had  eight 
salmon,  1421b.,  and  three  grilse,  271b.  Sir  John  Wolfe 
Barry's  best  day  on  Lower  Cargill  was  six  salmon, 
1501b.,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff's,  M.P.,  best  day  on  Burn- 
mouth  gave  him  six  salmon,  1221b.,  and  one  grilse, 
61b.  The  best  day's  sport  on  Lower  Bertha  was  got 
by  Mr.  Brow  and  Mr.  Sharp  on  Oct.  11,  with  two 
salmon,  321b.,  and  eight  grilse,  561b.  Sir.  J.  A. 
Shepherd  had  also  two  capital  days'  sport  on  Delvine 
with  seven  salmon,  1331b.,  one  day,  and  another  day 
with  seven  salmon,  1311b.  Mr.  F.  Graham  IMenzies 
and  party,  fishing  Murthly  water,  had  also  excellent 
sport  during  the  last  three  weeks,  their  be-;t  week 
yielding  twenty-seven  salmon,  averaging  from  151b.  to 
281b.  Very  good  sport  has  been  got  on  the  free  water 
at  Perth,  thirty  salmon  and  over  seventy  grilse  having 
been  reported  as  caught.  The  most  successful  angler 
on  the  free  water  above  and  below  Perth  was  Mr.  A. 
G.  Campbell,  who  landed  twenty-five  fish. 

The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the 
principal  beats  for  week  ending  Oct.  15.  Meikleour. 
— Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  9  Lord  Blythswood 
landed  ;three  salmon,  231b.,  161b.,  171b.  ;  on  Oct.  14 
three  salmon,  281b.,  211b.,  161b.  On  Oct.  10  the 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  had  six  salmon,  251b.,  181b., 
J71b.,  151b.,  14Jlb.,  141b.,  and  three  grilse,  101b.,  71b., 


61b. ;  on  Oct.  12  two  salmon,  221b.,  17Jlb.  ;  and  Lord 
Colville  one  fish,  221b.     This  fish  was  foul  hooked  by 
the  tail,  and  gave  his  lordship  (who  is  over  eighty-three 
years  of  age)  an  hour-and-a-half's  good  play  before 
it  was  safely  grassed.     On  Oct.  15  Miss  Graham 
Murray  had  two  salmon,  20ilb.,  19Jlb.  On  Oct.  7  Lord 
Blythswood  lauded  six  fish,"  181b.,  201b.,  17Ib.,  151b., 
91b.,  171b.    On  Oct.  9  Lord  Lansdowne  caught  two 
fish,   221b.,  15^Ib.,  and  two  grilse,  8Jlb.,  71b.;  on 
Oct.  11  three  salmon,  231b.,  151b.,  131b.,  and  three 
grilse,  91b.,  7Jlb.,  61b.;  and  on  Oct  14  four  salmon, 
211b.,  191b.,  141b.,  141b.    Islamouth.— Lord  Blyths- 
wood, fishing  this  bent  on  Oct.  10,  landed  two  salmon, 
181b.,  211b.,  and  three  grilse,  111b.,  101b.,  71b.  ;  and  on 
Oct.  12  four  fish,  151b.,  211b.,  211b.,  171b.,  and  two 
grilse,  101b.  each.     Upper  Cargill. — Fishing  this 
water  on  Oct.  9  Lord  Cairns  had  three  salmon,  241b., 
181b.,  161b. ;  on  Oct.  10  four  salmon,  231b.,  221b.,  201b., 
201b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b. ;  and  on  Oct.  14  eight  fish, 
241b.,  221b.,  181b.,  181b.,  161b.,  161b.,  141b.,  141b.,  and 
three  grilse,  101b.,  101b.,  71b.    Fishing  same  water  on 
Oct.  9  from  second  boat  Lord  Llardwicke  had  one  salmon 
181b.  ;  on  Oct.  10  one  161b. ;  and  on  Oct.  11  one  191b. 
On  Oct.  8  Sir  John  Wolfe  Barry  landed  three  salmon, 
151b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  on  Oct.  11  two  salmon,  151b., 
251b.    Lower  Cargill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9 
Lord  Blythswood  had  one  grilse,  71b.  ;  on  Oct.  10  Sir 
John  Wolfe  Barry  landed  two  salmon,  261b.,  181b. ;  and 
on  Oct.  12  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  two  grilse,  71b.,  81b. 
Willies  Stone. — Mr.  Herbert  Praed,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Oct.  10,  landed  four  salmon,  211b.,  251b.,  161b., 
101b.,  and  one  grilse  of  51b.     Upper  Stobhall. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  10,  Mr.  Archibald  Coats 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  landed  five  salmon,  261b., 
211b.,  191b.,  191b,  171b.,  and  from  the  second  boat  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  killed  six  salmon,  201b.,  191b.,  18Jlb.,  181b., 
171b.,  141b.    On  Oct.  12  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch  had  seven  salmon,  251b.,  241b.,  221b., 
21Jlb.,  211b.,  181b.,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  7^1b.,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coats  one  salmon,  171b.,  and  two  grilse, 
81b.,  61b.    Lower  Stobhall. — Mr.  Archibald  Coats 
and  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9 
landed  three  fish,  20Jlb.,  201b.,  171b.,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Coats  two  salmon,  221b.,  141b.    On  Oct.  11  Mr.  P.  D. 
Malloch  landed  one  salmon,  321b.,  and  Lord  Cairns 
one  of  181b.    On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  and 
Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  caught  three  fish,  221b.,  211b.,  131b., 
and  Mr.  W.  A.  Coats  three  salmon,  211b.,  171b.,  171b. 
Upper  Taymount. — Mr.  Burton,  of  New  Zealand, 
fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  11,  killed  four  salmon,  241b., 
20Ib.,  161b.,  121b.  ;  and  on  Oct.  14,  Lord  Dudley  four 
salmon,  311b.,  221b.,  171b.,  151b.   Lower  Taymount. 
— Fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  10,   Lord  Kinnoull 
landed  six  salmon,  331b.,  221b.,  201b.,  171b.,  161b., 
151b.,  and  two  grilse,  8Jlb.,  61b.    On  Oct.  12,  Mr. 
John  Murray  had  two  salmon,  181b.,  201b.;  and  on 
Oct.  15,  Lord  Dudley  one  fish,  281b.    Burnmouth. — 
Mr.  G.  W.  Wolff,  M.P.,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  9, 
landed  six  salmon,  321b  ,  241b.,  191b.,  171b.,  171b., 
131b.,  and  one  grilse,  61b.    Burnmouth  Stobhall. — 
Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  12,  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon 
had  two  salmon,  371b.,  201b.,  and  one  grilse,  51b.  ;  on 
Oct.  15,  one  grilse,  81b. ;  and  fishing  Catholes  beat  on 
Oct.  10,  one  fish,  17Jlb.  Catholes. — Fishing  this  water 
on  Oct.  10  Mr.  Panmure  Gordon  had  one  salmon,  17Jlb. 
Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  La  Tour  Mason,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Oct.  9,  had  one  salmon,  171b. ;  on  Oct.  11,  one,  161b. ; 
and  on  Oct.  14  one  of  171b.  also ;  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin 
two  grilse,  91b.,  71b.     Lower  Stanley.  —  Miss  E. 
Maxwell  and  Mr.  La  Tour  Mason  fishing  this  stretch 
of  water  on  Oct.  10  landed  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  three 
grilse,  111b.,  51b.,  5Jlb.,  and  from  the  second  boat 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Martin  killed  two  salmon,  211b.,  131b.  On 
Oct.  12  Mr.  M.  T.  Martin  had  one  aalmon,  191b.,  and 
one  grilse,  61b.,  and  Mr.  La  Tour  Mason  a  fish  of  171b.; 
and  on  Oct.  15  Mr.  Mason  landed  a  grilse  of  41b. 
Benchill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Oct.  9  Mr.  Panmure 
Gordon  killed  two  salmon,  161b.,  17Jlb.  ;  on  Oct.  11 
one  grilse,  51b.,  and  on  Oct.  14  one  salmon,  141b. 
Upper  Redgorton. — Mr.  W.  H.  Coats,  fishing  this 
beat  on  Oct.  10,  landed  three  salmon,  201b.,  181b.,  171b,, 
and  two  grilse,  71b.,  51b.,  and  Mrs.  Coats  and  Miss  Coats 
from  the  second  boat  landed  one  fish,  131b.,  and  two 
grilse,  51b.  each.  On  Oct.  12  Mrs.  Coats  had  one  salmon 
131b.,  and  four  grilse,  71b.,  GJlb.,  61b.,  51b.,  and  Mr.  P. 
M.  Coats  one  salmon,  201b.,  and  three  grilse,  91b.,  71b., 
61b.    On  Oct.  15  Mrs.  Coats  one  grilse,  71b.,  and  Mr. 
Kerr  one  salmon,  211b.     Lower  Redgorton  and 
Upper  Bertha. — ^Fishing  this  stretch  on  Oct.  9  Mr. 
P.  M.  Coats  had  four  grilse,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  on 
the  Redgorton  part,  and  Mrs.  Coats  and  Miss  Logan 
one  grilse,  61b.,  on  Redgorton,  and  two  grilse,  8 Jib., 
6Jlb.,  on  Bertha.    On  Oct.  11  Mr.  Kerr  had  one  grilse, 
6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Gundry  one  of  51b.,  both  on  Redgorton. 
On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Kerr  and  Mr.  Gundry,  from  Redgorton 
part,  landed  one  salmon,  231b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.,  and 
Mrs.  Coats  from  the  second  boat  had  two  grilse,  71b., 
6^1b.    Lower  Bertha. — Mr.  Bmslie  and  Mr.  Ballan- 
tine,  fishing  this  water  on  Oct.  9,  landed  five  grilse, 
81b.,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.    On  Oct.  11  Mr.  Brow  and 
Mr.  J.  Sharp  had  two  salmon,  181b.,  141b.,  and  eight 
grilse,  from  51b.  to  81b.    On  Oct.  14  Mr.  Shaw  and 
Mr.  Finlay  McBwan  landed  four  grilse,  111b.,  01b., 
81b.,  51b,  A.  A, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thamea  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridxe 
given  below 

'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
40   ,,     ,,  Putney. 
4.')   ,,     ,,  Hammersmith. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes. 

Example  :— If  it  la  high  water  at  2  o'clocic  at  Ixindon  Kridgc,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  8.0  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tlie  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Add 


Add 


55  min.  for  Kew. 
75    ,,     „  Richmond. 
SO   „     „  Twickenham. 
85    ,,     ,,  TeddiMgt<jn. 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Brhxib. 

Morning. 

Oct.  2(i    0.13   


27 

»  28 
„  29 
„  30 
„  31 
Nov.  1 


C.'iS 
1.44 
2.28 
3.13 
4.  0 
4.47 


Evening, 

....  0.35 

....  1.21 

....  2.  5 

....  2..5U 

....  3.:)6 

....  4.23 

....  5.11 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames  (Henley). — The  recent  rains  had  greatly 
improved  the  condition  of  the  river,  but  it  is  now 
running  down  very  fine  again,  and  there  is  little 
stream.  The  "bankers"  had  some  fairly  good  bags 
of  roach  up  to  101b.  on  Oct.  20,  and  local  anglers 
have  taken  some  of  these  fish  up  to  lib.  2oz.  during 
the  last  hour's  fishing.  Jack  up  to  41b.  have  been 
caught,  and  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  has  taken, 
amongst  several  other  good  fish,  one  scaling  51b.  9oz. 
whilst  spinning  with  a  preserved  sprat  mounted  on  a 
Bedford  Spinner.  The  prospects  of  sport  for  the 
present  are  not  looking  rosy. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (I.echlade,    Gloucestershire). — Since  my 

last  report  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  in  this 
district  and  some  nice  sport  had  with  roach,  perch, 
chub,  and  pike,  but  the  latter  have  run  small  and 
nearly  all  have  been  retui-ned.  Several  gentlemen 
hailing  from  London,  Bath,  Birmingham,  and  Oxford 
have  been  fishing  the  St.  -John's  waters,  and  as  some 
of  them  stayed  nearly  a  fortnight,  I  presume  they  were 
satisfied  with  their  sport.  The  Lechlade  waters  are  in 
very  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year,  and  pike  fishers  are 
bound  to  have  a  good  time  of  it  a  bit  later  on,  but 
leaves  and  weeds  are  in  places  rather  bothering  to  the 
angler  at  present.  I  hear  that  there  is  a  movement  on 
foot  to  free  the  whole  of  the  Lechlade  waters  which  are 
at  present  leased  by  Mr.  Bowyer  from  the  Lords  of  the 
Manors  of  Lechlade  and  Buscot ;  roach  are  taking 
crust  cubes,  gentles,  and  small  red  worm  ;  perch,  worm 
and  minnow ;  and  for  pike,  the  Devon  minnow  is  being 
ffeely  and  successfully  used.— The  Ramp.ler. 

  (Teddington   Weir).  —  In    one   day  Mr. 

IMaitland  and  Mr.  Ball  had  nine  dozen  roach,  and 
Mr.  George  Chapman,  of  Kentish  Town,  seventeen 
dozen  fine  roach  and  dace.  In  half  a  day  Mr.  Faultey 
had  five  dozen  fine  roach,  one  barbel  of  2Jlb.,  and  one 
perch  of  lib.  In  one  day  Mr.  Robinson  had  ten  dozen 
roach,  largest  eight  41b.  2oz.,  and  one  bream  of  2Jlb. 
In  the  first  three  days  of  last  week,  with  Mr.  Mason, 
I  got  eight  Jack,  two  barbel,  six  dozen  roach  and  dace  ; 
also,  v/ith  Mr.  Russell,  a  jack  of  7Jlb.  The  water 
is  in  splendid  condition,  and  every  drop  of  rain  we 
get  now  ought  to  make  it  better.  Mr.  Sinabaldi,  jun., 
got  another  carp  at  the  weir  last  week  weighing  7  Jib. — 
W.  McBride. 

Avon  (Ring-wood). — The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
condition  owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  and  there 
have  been  some  good  catches  lately.  Mr.  Lane,  who 
has  been  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel  a  week,  has 
had  very  good  catches  of  roach,  also  good  pike  and 
perch,  some  of  the  latter  weighing  21b.  On  Monday 
he  landed  three  pike,  one  after  the  other,  weighing 
respectively  8Jlb.,  101b.,  and  141b.,  besides  many 
smaller  fish.— F.  E.  P. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  After 
some  very  stormy  weather  and  heavy  rains  it  seems 
as  though  summer  time  had  returned  to  us — blue 
skies,  bright  sunshine,  calm  days  or  with  light 
southerly  airs ;  geraniums  and  other  flowers  still 
blooming  in  the  gardens,  and  butterflies  and  dragon- 
flies  still  to  be  seen  in  flight,  and  only  two  months 
from  Christmas.  Such  conditions  are  too  summer- 
like  for  successful  pike  fishing,  and  very  little  has 
been  done  here,  though  I  hear  a  lot  of  small  jack  have 
been  taken  on  the  Yare.  Frosty  nights  and  colder 
northerly  breezes  are  required  to  bring  pike  on  the 
feed.  River  has  plenty  of  water,  and  has  not  a  bad 
colour,  but  there  is  very  little  stream  owing  to  high 
tides  below  which  keep  the  current  proper  back, 
and  roach  consequently  do  not  feed  with  any  avidity. 
November  to  February  is  the  best  time  for  roaching 
the"  upper  reaches,  say  from  Coltishall  upwards. 
Plenty  of  capital  roach  had  there  then,  and  not  a 
few  specimens.  I  recently  had  a  letter  from  a  gentle- 
man expressing  himself  much  pleased  with  even  the 
summer  roach  fishing  at  Buxton  and  Lamas  (two  stations 
from  Wroxham,  no  Sunday  trains),  so  much  so  that  he 
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and  friends  purpose  revisiting  those  sections  of  the 
Burq  at  Christmas  time,  when  if  mild  and  fairly  sunny 
I  have  Isnown  roaching  very  good.  Bream  and  rudd 
may  now  be  considered  "off."  Prospects  fair  at  present, 
but  from  next  month  to  March  will  be  better  for  really 
"serious"  angling. — C.  W.  Taylor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— The  weather 
still  continues  grand  for  all-round  fishing,  with  a  few 
slight  frosts.  Midday,  when  the  sun  is  out,  roach 
have  been  giving  sport.  Mr.  W.  Gates,  jun.,  one  day 
had  forty  fish,  largest  Jib. ;  on  another  day  the  same 
angler  had  twenty-six  fish,  mixed  with  dace  up  to  ten 
inches  long;  other  anglers  fair  baskets.  Eed-paste 
for  bait  now  is  the  best,  but  various  colours  are 
essential  for  a  changing  stream,  with  differeut  depth 
and  colour  of  water.  The  perch  have  been  quiet — 
morning  fogs  have  put  them  off  the  feed,  except  one 
day.  Pike  are  now  coming  on  fairly  well,  several  had 
through  the  week.  Some  days  lower  stream  is  best 
in  the  deeper  waters  on  to  Upware ;  there  is  no 
scarcity  of  them.  Live  baits  fresh  at  the  locks. — 
John  O.  Geobc.e,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin,  Leach,  etc.  (East  Gloucestershire).— 
One  day  last  week  a  pound  trout  was  seen  trying  to 
swallow  a  large  crayfish  in  the  Fairford  town  pool, 
but  he  failed  in  his  efforts,  aud  the  crayfish  was  ejected 
and  crawled  quietly  away.  I  wonder  if  the  trout  have 
taken  the  small  crayfish  which  from  time  to  time 
have  been  placed  in  the  Fairford  waters.  I  myself 
have  helped  to  put  in  some  500  or  COO,  but  all  to  no 
purpose,  and  I  should  uot  wonder  if  the  big,  hungry 
Coin  trout  have  not  had  something  to  do  with  their 
disappearance. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  now  in  splendid 
condition,  but  the  leaves  are  strong  enemies  to  fishing. 
On  the  Camel  several  peal  have  been  caught,  but  this 
sporting  fish  must  bo  held  to  be  literally  out  of  season. 
Most  of  them  taken  in  the  Fowey  and  Camel  are  river- 
marked  and  out  of  condition  ;  except  in  very  singular 
cases  they  should  not  be  retained.  Salmon  are  running 
freely  and  decent  sport  has  been  obtained,  but  another 
mouth  is  in  view  of  the  angler  yet,  and  he  expects 
most  sport  with  salmon  in  that  month. — BoD:\riN. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — A  great  number  of 
herons  are  reported  to  be  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
river,  and  they  have  been  seen  to  take  fish  from  the 
water.  A  few  reports  have  come  to  hand  respecting  the 
number  of  salmon  that  have  been  landed  this  season, 
and  as  far  as  can  be  gleaned  at  i)resent  catches  have 
been  in  excess  of  the  previous  year.  The  Totnes 
fishermen  had  132,  which  weighed  5391b.,  as  against 
110  lasl  year,  so  that  there  has  been  a  slight  increase 
in  the  number  caught.  There  is  m  doubt  that  during 
the  early  part  of  the  season  the  principal  catches  were 
made,  whilst  towards  the  latter  end  very  little  was 
done. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.) — The  recent  rains  have 
put  the  Derwent  at  Cockermouth  in  good  angling  con- 
dition, and  some  good  takes  of  fine  salmon  have  been 
made.  Mr.  H.  Moncrieff  had  a  nice  salmon  of  121b., 
and  Mr.  J.  Thompson  caught  one  weighing  281b. 
at  the  "  Cradles."  Messrs.  J.  TurnbuU  and  J. 
Rennick,  of  Embleton,  had  each  a  salmon  of  161b. 
Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  of  Penny  Bridge,  landed  one  of  201b., 
Mr.  Geo.  Stephenson,  Great  Broughton,  caught  one  of 
22Alb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Casson,  Great  Broughton,  had  one 
of  "71b.— G. 

Dove  and' Tributaries. — Grayling  are  unusually 
plentiful,  and  are  now  giving  good  sport.  Mr.  Wheen, 
jun.,  took  a  dish  of  nine  brace  on  the  Okoover  water  on 
Oct.  23  with  the  Iron  Blue.— D.  &  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Recent  rains  have  been  responsible 
for  the  advent  of  a  slight  Hood  on  this  l  iver,  and  several 
fish  were  observed  tu  surmount  the  obstacles  at 
Ruswarp  and  enter  the  higher  waters.  Large  numbers 
of  fish  have  been  in  the  tideway,  and  many  have  been 
assisted  over  the  pass  by  the  bailiffs.  Several  anglers 
liave  been  operating,  but  sport  generally  continues  poor, 
the  only  catches  to  hand  during  the  past  week  being 
those  of  Mr.  Hawkes — -two  salmon,  scaling  ilb.  and  51b., 
and  Mr.  J.  E.  Long,  two  of  41b.  and  101b.  Sea  angling 
has  only  provided  indifferent  diversion  during  the  past 
few  days,  the  cold  weather  being  partially  responsible. 
— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  is  fine, 
but  the  cold  winds  are  not  conducive  to  good  sport, 
and  very  little  has  been  done  during  the  past  few 
days  beyond  a  few  perch  and  roach  in  the  canal.  The 
weeds  are  beginning  to  disappear,  and  with  a  favour- 
able change  to  warmer  weather  the  prospects  would 
improve.  If  we  could  only  locate  the  fish  as  easily  as 
we  do  the  quantity  of  mushrooms  in  this  locality,  we 
should  do  well.  There  will  be  no  lack  of  ketchup  in 
readiness  when  we  do. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
Fine  weather  for  angling  now  prevails  in  this  district. 
We  are  having  frequent  rainfalls  which  are  replenish- 
ing the  drains,  but  the  supply  at  present  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  put  the  necessary  colour  and  freshness  into 
the  water.  Roach  fishing  is  scarcely  what  it  ought 
to  have  been,  taking  into  account  the  period  of 
the  season,  but  in  some  places  the  takes  are  very  fair. 
The  best  roach-fishing  is  on  the  drains  about  Wisbech. 
Tench  are  also  coming  to  hand  in  a  very  satisfactory 


fashion.  Pike-fishing  is  proceeding  on  the  drains 
noted  for  those  fish,  and  reports  from  the  end  of  the 
Forty-foot  show  a  decided  improvement.  With  live 
bait,  about  Hubbert's  Bridge,  a  local  sportsman  got  a 
brace  scaling  201b.  Success  is  also  reported  from 
other  points. — LijrrET. 

Idle  District  (North  ITotts). — More  favourable 
reports  are  coming  in  of  roach  fishing  from  various 
points  of  the  Idle.  The  water  is  stated  to  be  in  capital 
condition.  Some  capital  takes  have  been  made  on  the 
swims  near  Haxey.  A  Gainsborough  sportsman  the 
other  day  captured  a  splendid  lot  of  191b. ;  many  of  them 
scaled  over  lib.  each.  His  bait  was  creed  wheat.  Other 
anglers  have  done  well  at  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  Misson, 
and  other  points  on  the  river  between  Retford  and 
Clayworth.  Success  in  the  direction  of  pike  angling 
has  been  very  small.  Man}'  of  those  who  have  tried 
for  them  have  failed  altogether.  Those  who  have 
visited  the  canal  report  fairly  good  luck  amongst  the 
roach. — L.  I«sp*.t4»i 

Lea. — On  Oct.  17  the  Lea  in  the  upper  waters  was 
still  on  the  bright  side,  but  much  refreshed,  and  a 
twelve  hours'  good  downpour  ought  to  put  some  colour 
and  stream  in  it.  The  roach  feed  very  indifferently 
still,  but  anglers  who  have  been  out  after  the  pike 
have  enjoyed  some  sport.  Here  and  there  some  nice 
perch  have  also  been  taken.  Between  St.  Margaret's 
and  Rye  House  a  good  many  pike  have  been  landed, 
several  ranging  up  to  71b.,  and  the  Waltham  Abbey 
waters  have  also  yielded  a  number  of  those  fish. 
Several  more  barbel  have  been  caught  in  the  Ponders 
End  district.  Anglers  visiting  the  Stort  have  found 
sport  very  quiet  among  the  roach,  the  water  being  too 
clear.  Like  the  Lea  this  river  requires  well  flushing. 
Sport  with  the  dace  has  been  quiet  in  the  Beane.— 
Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — These  waters  were  visited  by  a 
fair  number  of  anglers  last  week,  and  the  sport  among 
the  pike  and  roach  continues  excellent.  The  largest 
fish  weighed  in  during  the  week  was  a  4ilb.  pike. — 
P.  W.  G. 

Lxigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  still  running  very  low  and  clear,  but  in  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable 
for  grayling  fishing,  with  frosty  nights  and  foggy 
mornings,  followed  by  bright  sunshiny  days.  The 
grayling  have  come  on  well,  and  have  been  rising 
freely  at  the  fly.  A  few  showers  of  rain  have  been 
had,  but  a  few  more  inches  of  water  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  good  and  improve  fishing.  A  good  number  of 
rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been  had  with  Red 
Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Orange  Tag,  Blue  Gnat,  Hare's 
Ear,  Wickham,  Red  Palmer,  and  Green  Ins.ect.  Bot- 
tom fishing  has  been  very  quiet.  The  Pinsley  is  low 
and  clear. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
Rivers  are  still  extremely  low  and  clear,  yet  most 
days  grayling  are  rising  pretty  freely  and  some  nice 
baskets  have  been  made  since  last  week's  report.  Plies 
continue  the  same.  Not  much  doing  with  bottom  and 
mid  water  Baits.  Weather  has  been  varied,  high 
winds,  heavy  storm  of  rain,  frost,  fog,  and  sunshine. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  more  favourable,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  the  coming  week  are  good. — R. 
T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Prevalence  of  fog  and 
rain  all  the  week  has  kept  our  anglers  inactive,  other- 
wise, no  doul)t,  I  should  have  been  able  to  have 
reported  more  catches  of  pike.  Have  seen  four  or 
five  of  between  31b.  and  41b.  caught  in  the  river  at 
Nassington. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — A  tinge  of  colour  has  come  into 
the  water,  which  is  certainly  not  so  bright  "as  it  has 
been  for  a  long  time  past.  The  weather  is  very  enjoy- 
able.—W.  N. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  have  shown  poor  sport 
this  last  week.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river, 
but  for  some  reason  or  other  they  will  not  rise.  The 
rivers  are  in  very  good  condition  and  plenty  of  water. 
— W.  Heaeder. 

Severn,  V.vrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  are  still  in  grand  condition 
for  angling,  and  with  the  weather  all  that  could 
possibly  be  desired  by  anglers  there  is  nothing  to 
complain  of — only  one  thing,  that  is  the  charge  made 
for  angling  in  the  rivers  in  this  neighbourhood.  If  an 
angler  fishes  for  one  day  or  for  365  days  the  charge 
is  the  same — namely,  2s.  This  requires  rectifying. 
One  suggestion  is  that  anglers  should  be  charged 
at  the  rate  of  .3d.  per  day,  6d.  per  week.  Is. 
per  month,  2s.  for  three  months,  3s.  for  six  months, 
and  4s.  for  twelve  calendar  months.  This  would  be 
fair  to  all  parties,  and  tickets  could  be  issued  as  in 
railway  offices,  stamped  and  dated.  Another  pro- 
position is  that  the  parish  councils  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  each  river  should  appoint  some  xjerson  to 
insist  on  anglers  being  provided  with  these  tickets 
under  x>enalty  of  prosecution.  The  Severn  Fishery 
Board  would  greatly  profit  thereby. — -Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
rain  it  raineth  every  day  and  nights  not  excepted.  As 
a  rule  rivers  are  in  excellent  order.  With  the  glut  of 
water  from  the  tributaries  and  the  natural  food 


carried  down,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ignore  the 
artificial,  and  but  little  has  lioen  done  by  bottom 
fishermen.  On  the  otlierhand  pike  arc  feeding  bolter. 
Anglers  on  the  Ouse  have  had  fair  sport.  A  Lewes 
gentleman  has  taken  one  fish  of  ll^lb.  and  another  of 
71b.  From  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  and  Isfield  pike  up  to 
51b.  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  The  Adur  and 
Cuckmere  are  not  fishing  well.  The  canal  at  Chi- 
chester is  in  excellent  trim  and  pike  feeding  freely. 
Fish  up  to  OJlb.  have  been  captured.  One  of  81b.  and 
a  brace  of  four  pounders  were  taken  by  a  visitor.  Joe 
Summers  recently  had  a  tench  of  31b.  and  several 
smaller  ones,  taken  on  paste  from  the  reach  below 
Birdham  Lock.  Mr.  Vargood,  of  the  Wheatsheaf,  has 
taken  bream  up  to  2|lb.,  and  several  of  over  lib.— 
G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan).— Several  fine  salmon 
have  been  landed  during  the  past  week.  The  river 
continues  in  excellent  condition  and  plenty  of  water  at 
time  of  writing,  Oct.  21.— H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  clear  and  low,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
There  is  certainly  a  little  more  water  in  the  river,  but 
more  is  wanted  to  improve  sport.  The  weather  has 
been  in  every  way  suitable  for  grayling  fishing  and  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  with  cold,  foggy  nights  followed 
by  bright  days.  Rain  fell  on  Wednesday  morning  ; 
grayling  have  been  well  on  the  move,  and  have 
been  rising  freely  at  the  fly.  The  best  flies 
to  use  are  the  Whirling  and  Blue,  Red  Tag, 
Willow,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  and  Hare's 
Ear.  Bottom  fishing  with  worm  and  maggot 
have  accounted  for  some  nice  lots  of  coarse  fish.  On 
Saturday  (Oct.  19)  some  good  grayling  were  landed 
below  Ashford  with  the  Red  Tag  and  Green  Insect. 
On  l\Ionday  and  Tuesday  (Oct.  21  and  22)  sport  was 
good  with  Willow  aud  Hare's  Ear,  and  some  large 
grayling,  ^Ib.  each,  landed.  The  prospects  for  sport 
are  now  good,  and  with  a  few  good  falls  of  rain,  there 
will  be  fine  lots  of  fish  taken.  Pike  have  been  moving 
better,  and  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  with  live  bait. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
low  and  clear  and  in  fair  order.  A  few  grayling  taken 
in  Ony  this  week  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — In   this  district  the  water  is 

running  in  order  for  fishing,  but  it  is  still  low.  It 
keeps  clear,  and  a  good  fall  of  rain  would  greatly 
improve  the  water  and  the  prospects  for  sport.  The 
weather  has  been  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and 
the  frosty  nights  and  foggy  mornings  have  brought 
the  larger  grayling  more  on  the  move,  and  they  have 
been  rising  better  at  the  fly.  There  has  been  a  good 
few  anglers  out  this  week,  and  they  have  taken  some 
good  lots  of  grayling  with  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  Green  Insects..  With  fine  weather, 
the  prospects  for  sport  will  be  good  next  week  with 
fly. — Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire).— 
Visitors  are  falling  off  in  the  Witham  district.  The 
portion  between  Lincoln  and  Bardney  has  had  some 
attention.  Baskets  have  not  been  heavy,  but  samples 
have  shown  up  well.  Dredging  operations  have  been 
going  on  about  this  district  which  have  coloured  the 
water.  Fish  up  to  lib.  each  have  been  taken 
at  Five  Mile  House,  but  seldom  have  takes 
exceeded  101b.  This  applies  all  the  way  from 
Bardney  to  Boston.  Roach  fishing  is  only  just  com- 
mencing, and  bream  are  being  sought  for  at  the 
Grand  Sluice.  The  best  fish  scaled  over  4Jlb.  Pike 
fishing  has  some  attraction,  but  fish  between 
2Jlb.  and  41b.  only  are  creeled.  The  drains  about 
Boston  are  yielding  some  sport.  On  the  Kelsey  and 
Cowbridge  section  of  the  Bargate  drain  anglers  have 
done  best.  Roach  up  to  l|lb.  have  been  recorded,  but 
Mount  Pleasant  drain  has  done  miserably.  Pike 
fishing  at  Old  Leake  has  been  successful ;  one  angler, 
by  means  of  live  bait,  caught  a  brace  scaling  181b. 
Some  good  ones  have  been  caught  at  the  Claydyke 
end. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  yet  in  order  for  the  fly,  and  as  bottom  fishing  for 
grayling  can  be  pursued  with  very  good  success 
even  in  clear  water,  some  of  the  best  fish  are  taken 
with  a  small  red  worm  or  maggot,  where  this  mode 
of  fishing  is  allowed.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished 
the  Derwent,  both  the  higher  and  lower  reaches, 
namely,  the  Chatsworth  fishery  and  also  the  Dar- 
leydale  Club's  water,  have  had  very  good  sport. 
Members  of  the  latter  club  have  obtained  baskets 
ranging  from  four,  five,  six,  seven,  and  in  one  case 
nine  brace ;  these  were  caught  on  Oct.  13  and  19. 
There  has  been  a  nice  woodland  water  in  the  Derwent 
the  last  few  days,  therefore  the  prospect  still  promises 
to  be  good,  and  grayling  are  rising  well.  Useful 
flies — Apple  Green,  Whirling  Dun,  Red  Tag,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Grey  Palmer,  and 
Bumbles  to  be  used  wet. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Yorks). — We  had  two  or  three  degrees  of  frost  on 
Wednesday  morning,  and  the  glorious  autumn  sunshine 
is  in  favour  of  the  fly  fishermen.  A  good  few  have  been 
out  on  the  upper  Yore,  which  is  in  capital  trim,  but 
the  grayling  do  not  rise  very  freely.  I  got  nine  nice 
fish  op  Tuesday  in  an  hour  or  twQ  fishing.  With 
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Miller's  Dark  Needle  Brown  and  the  Eed  Tag  I  rose 
plenty  of  fish,  but  they  came  short,  and  on  Wednesday 
I  and  other  anglers  out  could  scarcely  get  a  fish  with 
the  fly  and  very  few  with  maggot  or  worm.  I  hear 
sport  amongst  the  perch  in  the  lower  waters  shows  great 
improvement.  On  Saturday  Mr.  G.  Dent,  of  Harro- 
gate, caught  seventeen  fine  fish,  the  best  weighing  31b., 
which  he  has  sent  to  me  for  preservation.  The  Swale 
is  now  in  good  trim  for  angling,  but  only  moderate  sport 
is  the  rule  at  Richmond,  Catterick,  Merton  Bridge,  etc., 
and  sport  is  below  the  average  in  Bedale  Beck,  the 
Codbech,  and  Wiske.  The  rains  have  discoloured  the 
Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Ouse.  On  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Wharfe  few  anglers  have  been  out  in  the  district 
of  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods,  and  Otley.  Below  this 
point  reports  from  various  centres  are  meagre.  A 
spell  of  frost  would  do  good.  Several  anglers  have 
been  fishing  the  Tadcastet  and  Ulleskelf  waters. 
Messrs.  Grimshaw,  Collier,  and  Collier  have  been 
rewarded  with  some  fair  baskets  of  roach  and  dace. 
Up  to  the  end  of  last  week  sport  at  Ulleskelf  was  very 
bad,  the  sistyrods  out  having  wretched  sport.  However, 
since  then  the  water  has  cleared  and  pike  have  been 
moving,  one  or  two  fine  fish  weighing  about  141b. 
have  been  caught  with  live  bait.  I  hear  several  nice 
mixed  baskets  have  been  got  in  the  district  of  Ryder. 
On  Saturday,  Oct.  19,  Mr.  Dunns  and  friend  had  very 
fair  sport  amongst  perch,  pike,  and  chub,  one  of  the 
latter  weighing  31b.  Several  Leeds  anglers  have 
visited  the  Derwent  at  Yeddingham  and  Malton,  sport 
has  only  been  moderate ;  Mr.  Webb  and  friend  had  a 
fair  basket  of  roach,  some  of  them  weighing  just  upon 
lib.  All  the  various  streams  in  the  Rye  valley  have 
yielded  a  few  grayling.  The  following  flies  have  been 
found  best :  Miller's  Dark  Needle  and  Red  Tag, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Blue  Hawk,  Fog  Black,  Sea  Swallow, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  B.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  angling  on  the 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle  ceases  on  Nov.  1.  There  was 
a  grand  flood  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  a  good 
many  salmon  were  caught  in  the  double  water  below 
the  Roman  Camp.  In  the  Netherby  reserved  water, 
Mr.  Budd  landed  a  salmon  of  ISJlb.  from  the  Willow 
pool.  The  fishing  has  improved  in  the  lower  reaches 
during  the  past  ten  days.  Mr.  J.  Graham  caught  a 
salmon  weighing  12§lb.  below  Longtown  Bridge,  and 
Mr.  P.  Bell  one  of  161b.  Mr.  Broadhurst  had  a 
salmon  in  Clogg  Pool,  and  Mr.  S.  Musgrove,  fishing 
in  Mr.  Bell's  water,  one  of  18Jlb.  Mr.  Bead,  Arthurst, 
had  a  nice  salmon  in  the  Longtown  water.  Mr. 
James  Morrison  had  a  splendid  fish  of  191b.  in  the 
Todholes  with  the  Brown  Turkey.  Mr.  J.  Roddick 
landed  a  fine  salmon  of  241b.,  and  Messrs.  A.  &  W. 
McMillan  have  had  a  good  many  sea  trout  and 
some  smaller  fish  during  the  last  ten  days. 
Mr.  Yates  caught  a  salmon  of  101b.  in  the  Double  Water 
at  Cauldron  Pool,  and  Mr.  McLellan  had  one  of  121b. 
in  the  Long  Pool,  Canonbie  Water ;  Mr.  John 
Graham,  Hollows  Hill-yelt,  caught  a  salmon  of  81b. 
in  Canonbie  Water  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Byres  one  of  81b.  in 
the  same  water  ;  Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  one  of  71b.  in 
the  mid  reaches  ;  and  Mr.  John  Wylie  one  of  121b.  In 
the  Liddle  Mr.  J.  Little  had  thirty  yellow  trout  in  the 
upper  waters.  In  the  Kershopefoot  water  of  the 
Liddle,  Mr.  Joseph  Jardine  landed  a  salmon  of  201b. 
Good  takes  of  yellow  trout  have  been  made  in  the 
Hermitage  feeder  of  the  Liddle.  At  time  of  writing 
the  waters  are  in  good  order. — Gilnockie. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — This  river,  which  has 
been  in  good  angling  condition  for  some  time,  is  now 
beginning  to  get  rather  low.  The  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  dry  and  frotty  during  the  night. 
Until  recently  capital  sport  has  been  obtained.  On 
Mr.  Porter's  water,  near  Hmitly,  fourteen  fish  were 
killed  for  the  past  week,  Lady  Briggs  had  a  beauty  of 
351b.  On  the  Huntly  water  on  the  12th  Mr.  Bartlett 
had  one  of  151b. ;  Mr.  Barron  one  of  81b.  ;  Mr.  Mellis 
one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Green  one  of  IGlb.  ;  Mr.  Rough  three, 
Gib.  to  101b. ;  Mr.  Jamieson  one  of  121b.  On  the  Huntly 
Lodge  water  Dr.  Wilson  had  five  fish  ranging  frcm 
61b.  to  91b. ;  on  the  14th,  on  the  Huntly  water,  Mr. 
Rough  had  two,  41b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Cowie  one  of  71b. ; 
Mr.  Bain  one  of  51b..  On  16th,  Mr.  Rough  two  of  81b. 
and  201b. ;  Mr.  Gauld  one  of  81b.  On  17th  Mr.  David- 
son one  of  101b.  On  18th  Mr.  Rou^h  one  of  161b.  ; 
Mr.  Watt  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Jamieson  one  of  81b. 
On  the  17th,  on  the  Avochie  water,  Mr.  Farquhar, 
keeper,  had  a  couple  of  fish  weighing  171b.  and  221b. 
On  the  Invercluire  water,  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Young  had 
one  of  251b.,  and  on  the  May  en  water  nine  fine  fish 
were  killed  for  the  past  week. — H.  W. 

Gu.WLiNG  KLIE8  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  tlie  kingdom.  All  pattern. 
Sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  .1.  E.  Jfiller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (12 
pattern.s)  sent  on  receipt  of  2s.  Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  Is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "Pritt'a  Book  of  the  Grayling, '  12s.  6d. 
"Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  (id.  "Jackson's 
Practical  Fly  FLsher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  Ts.  6d.— J.  E. 
Mn,LER  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


South  of  Scotland. — The  heaviest  flood  of  the 
year  in  the  rivers  of  this  district  occurred  on  Friday 
(Oct.  18),  when  a  number  of  the  rivers  overlI<j\ved 
their  banks.    In  most  of  the  streams  there  was  no 
angling  between  Thursday   (Oct.  17)  and  Monday 
morning,  except  with  worm  bait.    When  the  waters 
began  to  fall  a  few  salmon  commenced  to  run  inland. 
In  the  evening  of  Oct.  20  a  few  were  noticed  going 
over  the  weirs,  though  there  was  not  a  largo  migration 
by  any  means.    The  waters  were  in  thiy  pink  of  con 
dition  on  the  following  morning,  but  salmon  would  not 
rise — indeed  they  have  not  done  so  this  October,  and 
the  only  explanation  is  that  the  up  and  down  condition 
of  the  waters  has  kept  the  fish  in  an  unsettled  mood 
this  back  end.    Rain  has  fallen  every  two  or  three 
days  during  the  past  month  flooding  the  i-ivcrs,  and 
nothing  but  worm  and  spinning  lures  could  be  used. 
On  a  number  of  the  streams  angling  is  restricted  to 
the  fly,  and  consequently  fewer  fish  have  been  caught. 
The  barometer  is  again  rising  slowly,  but  to  say  the 
weather  is  settled-looking  would  bo  haphazard.  The 
Annan. — This  river  was  in  great  flood  on  Oct.  18. 
Rain  began  to    fall    on    Thursday  morning,  and 
by  noon   the  river  commenced  to  discolour.  The 
continuous    rain   during    the    whole    of    the  day 
raised  the  waters  very  high,  and  there  was  no  fly  fish- 
ing till  Monday.    In  the  Four  Towns  water  on  Satur- 
day, Mr.  John  Rae,  Annan,  caught  a  salmon  of  171b. 
with  worm  bait.    On  Monday,  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  near  Castle  Milk,  Mr.  John  Rae,  The  Firs, 
Ecclefechan,  killed  a  fish  of  241b.    Mr.  Chas.  Inglis! 
Commercial  Hotel,  Ecclefechan,  landed  a  small  one 
out  of  Hoddom  Bridge  pool  of  81b.    In  the  same  water 
on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Inglis,  jun.,  killed  one  of  191b.  In 
Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday,   six  gentlemen, 
including  Mr.  Bell,  Irving,  Mount  Annan ;  Mr.  John 
Rutherford,  M.P. ;  Captain  Campbell-Johnstone,  Luce  ; 
Captain  Asher,  Stapleton  Castle  ;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  Kirk- 
connel  Hall ;   and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  P.  A.  Pasley 
Dironi,  fished  all  day,  and  not  one  of  these  gentlemen 
had  a  pull  of  a  fish.    Mr.  Dironi's  keeper  landed  two 
of  61b.  and  81b.  in  Luce  pool,  and  hooked  and  lost  two 
others.    Nothing  has  been  done  this  week  on  this 
water  except  the  two  small  fish  as  reported.  Sport 
has  been  indifferent  in  the  other  stretches  of  the  river 
Annan,  though  fish  are  to  be  seen   rising  in  the 
pools  of  the  middle   and  higher  stretches.  This 
morning  (Wednesday,   Oct.    23),    another    rise  of 
water  occurred  of  a  foot  and  a  half,  though  the  water  has 
not  been  discoloured.     To-day  the  casts  are  generally 
too  heavy  for  the  most  of  the  lower  stretches.  Four- 
teen rods  were  out  on  Haddom  water  yesterday,  and 
one  fish  was  caught.   The  other  rods  never  had  a  pull. 
The  Nith.  —Angling  has  not  been  good  on  this  river. 
Very  high  spates  took  place  on  Friday  (Oct.  18), 
and  Saturday  (Oct.  19),  which  overflowed  the  dock 
park  at  Dumfries.   In  the  Dalswiuton  portion  a 
few  salmon    were  caught  last   week,   and  a  fish 
or  two  fell  to   the  rods   in    the  neighbourhood 
of    Audgirth.     The    Mid-Nithsdale    portion  below 
Thornhill  has  not  been  affording  any  sport,  I  hear, 
and   no  fish  have   been  caught   in   the  Sanquhar 
reaches.     The  Galloway  Rivers — Little  has  been 
done  in  these  waters  during  the  past  fortnight.  The 
rivers  have  been  much  disturbed  with  rain  and  floods, 
and  rises  in  the  waters  have  not  favoured  angling 
this  back-end.    There  is,  a  fair  show  of  salmon,  but 
they  will  not  rise  to  the  fly.     At  the  time  of 
writing  the  weather  is  dull  and  unsettled-looking. 
The  Ayeshirb  Rivebs. — On  the  Girvan  of  Ayrshire, 
on  Saturday  (Oct.  19),  Mr.  Dickie  killed  a  nice  clean- 
run  fish  of  151b.  in  the  club  section  of  the  river. 
Very  little  is  reported  this  week   from  the  other 
portions.  The  streams  have  been  repeatedly  disturbed 
with  rains  since  last  week's  report.    On  the  Ayr  and 
Doon  the  floods  at  the  end  of  last  week  were  the 
highest  for  twenty  years,  and  considerable  damage 
was  done  in  the  Valley  of  Doon.     The  Solway 
Derwent.  —  In    the  Cockermouth    and  Broughton 
distiiots  two  or  three  fish  have  been  landed  since  last 
repoit.     The  spates  last  week-end  wore  unusually 
heavy,  and  the  waters  have  been  out  of  order  since 
that  date.    In  the  Workington  stretch  nothing  has 
been  done  this  week.    A  number  of  the  rivers  close 
their  angling  next  week.    The  Derwent,  Nith,  and 
Annan    hold  on  until  the  night  of  Nov.   15.  — 
Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
Fishing  assumed  a  more  hopeful  appearance  when  on 
Friday  last  (Oct.  18)  both  Tweed  and  Teviot  rose  to 
the  extent  of  about  four  feet  over  their  former  low 
level.  Iilost  of  the  pools  are  now  well  stocked,  and 
with  suitable  weather  good  sport  should  be  obtained. 
At  Bolside  Sir  Augustus  Webster  caught  one  salmon 
of  8^1b.  on  Monday  of  last  week,  and  two  of  71b.  and 
8  Jib.  on  Wednesday.  On  the  latter  day  Captain  Menzies 
caught  one  of  lOJlb.  At  Pavillion,  Jlr.  J.  A.  Willett 
caught  one  of  161b.  on  Thursday,  and  on  IMonday  Mr. 
Stanley  Cripps  had  one  of  19^1b.  On  Floors  Upper 
Water,  Mr.  Francis  Ley  caught  a  salmon  of  ISlb.,  and 
jNIr.  Pearson  one  of  91b.  on  Wednesday  last,  and  Mr. 
Woolley  had  one  of  241b.  on  Thursday.  On  Oct.  21, 
Mr.  Ley  caught  eight,  weighing  321b.,  221b.  181b., 
161b.,  151b.,  and  141b.,  and  two  grilse  of  91b.  and  81b. ; 


on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Ley  had  two  salmon,  241b.  and 
101b.,  and  one  grilse  of  81b.,  and  Mrs.  Ley  one  of  Iftlb. 
on  Floors  Lower.  On  Oct.  21,  Mr.  McCulloch  had  one 
salmon  of  7|^lb.  on  Fidnam  House  water.  On  Oct.  21, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Cancellor  had  one  salmon  of  151b. ;  and  on 
Tuesday  the  same  angler  had  two,  151b.  and  261b., 
and  Mr.  Wood  a  grilse  of  71b.,  on  the  Hcndersyde 
water.  On  Oct.  21,  Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griflith 
had  four,  weighing  261b.,  221b.,  181b.,  and  171b., 
and  General  I'aton  four  salmon,  231b.,  151b., 
8Jlb.,  and  8|lb.,  and  a  sea  -  trout  of  BJlb. 
On  the  Sprouston  water,  on  the  14th,  General  Sir 
Henry  Trotter  had  one  of  8.Jlb.  On  the  17th,  Sir  H. 
Maxwell  had  ono  of  14Jlb. ;  Captain  G.  Trotter,  one 
of  1511). ;  and  Captain  Hankcy  one  of  121b.  On 
the  21st,  Captain  Hankey  had  three  salmon.  At 
Birgham,  Sir  H.  Maxwell,  on  the  16th,  had  one  of 
181b. ;  Lord  Dunglass,  on  the  17th,  had  three  of  191b., 
24lb.,  and  141b. :  Major  Hunter,  on  the  21st,  had  two 
of  151b.  and  221b. ;  Major  Romanes  one  of  221b. ;  and 
Lord  Dunglass  one  of  161b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.  —  The  weather  is  un- 
favourable for  trouting,  being  either  foggy  or  bright 
and  chilly.  On  the  Dams  angling  is  limited  to  the 
warmer  parts  of  the  day.  On  Saturday,  Oct.  19,  a 
few  fish  were  killed  on  Woodburn  waters  by  city 
anglers,  but  as  a  rule  they  rose  short.  On  the  county 
Down  streams  little  was  done,  and  indeed  the  season 
is  practically  over  on  them.  I  learn  that  a  41b.  sea- 
trout  was  taken  last  week  in  the  Lagan  by  a  local 
angler,  and  on  the  Dromorc  sections  one  or  two 
baskets  of  brown  trout  were  made  on  the  fly.  These 
sections  are  badly  poached. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — Since  last 
notes  the  Tyrone  Blackwater  was  disturbed  by  a 
succession  of  spates  and  was  seldom  in  order,  but  is 
now  in  excellent  ply.  Fishing  between  the  spates 
Colonel  Georges  killed  five  salmon,  lljlb.,  101b.,  9^1b., 
71b.,  and  41b.,  and  a  Salmn  frrox  which  scaled  91b. 
Mr.  John  Mills  killed  three  salmon,  171b.,  121b.  and 
81b.,  and  a  magnificent  fcrox  from  Lough  Neagb 
weighing  lO^lb.  Fish  are  not  so  numerous  about  the 
Benburb  pools  this  year  as  the  great  rush  of  water 
enabled  them  to  get  over  the  weirs.  The  season  closes 
on  Oct.  31.— J.  A.  B. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — The  weather  is  now  very 
favourable,  and  good  sport  has  generally  been  had. — ■ 
T.  J.  D. 

Killary  Bay  (Leenane  Hotel),  Conneniara,  co. 
Galway.— Glencullen  Lake  is  fishing  well.  Several 
white  trout  have  been  landed  this  past  week,  best 
weighing  4Jlb. — R.  Henby  McKeown. 

Loug-h  Neagh. — Pullen  netting  closes  on  Thursday 
next,  so  that  the  season  is  practically  over.  On  the 
whole  it  was  a  good  one — an  improvement  on  former 
seasons.  Reports  from  the  tributaries  show  that 
salmon  and  lake  trout  are  numerous  about  the 
spawning  beds.  It  is  hoped  that  a  special  effort  will 
be  made  to  protect  the  lough  and  its  tributaries 
in  the  close  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  now  in  good  ply  for  pike. 
Mr.  Frazier  had  five  pike,  91b.,  151b.,  151b.,  161b.,  221b.  ; 
he  also  had  some  good  sport  with  the  gun.  Some 
nice  trout  were  got  on  the  lower  pools  of  the  river. 
Weather  nice  and  warm  for  the  past  week. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Devg  (Killaloe).  —  Our 

English  visitors  have  killed  between  them  this  week 
on  the  preserves  eight  salmon,  largest  241b.  I  fear 
the  finish  will  not  be  up  to  expectation.  Water  has 
been  all  wrong  these  last  few  days. — S.  J.  Huelev. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  closing  month  of 
the  autumn  fishing  has  been  again  marked  by  the 
capture  of  some  very  heavy  salmon.  On  the  Doonass 
fishery.  I\Ir.  H.  Hodges  killed  four  salmon  wei-^hing 
:i21b.,  331b.,  3311).,  and  42|lb.,  Mie  measurements  of  tlie 
latter  being— length,  4Sain. ;  girth,  26ain.  Mr.  Hodges 
Iso  killed  tliree  peal,  4;^lb.,  Gib.,  and  G.^lb.  On  Laud- 
scape  the  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  151b.,  151b.  On 
Prospect  the  fishermen  filled  on  salmon,  111b.  On 
Newgarden  the  fishernjen  killed  two  peal,  4lb.  and  Sib. 
On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed  one  peal,  31b.,  and 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,on  same  water,  killed  one  salmon, 
ISlb.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two 
peal,  51b.,  61b.  The  above  is  the  return  for  past  two 
weeks. — John  Enright  &  Son. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Sierre.— At  the  end  of  the  fishing  season  here  tho 
anglers  staying  at  Chateau  Bellevue  have  been  enjoy- 
ing pleasant  sport  in  the  Rhone  and  smaller  adjacent 
streams  on  both  sides  of  its  valley.  This  river  had 
become  clear  of  snow  water,  so  that  bags  of  nice  trout 
and  some  good  grayling  had  been  brought  in  daily, 
many  of  each  exceeding  a  pound,  and  sometimes  two, 
in  weight.  A  gentleman  from  Geneva  had  taken 
some  two  hundred  fish  within  a  fortnight,  one  a  31b. 
trout.  Mr.  Robinson  had  also  got  a  handsome  2lb. 
Rhone  trout  amongst  others.  The  attractive  Gros- 
grand  water,  traversing  clearings  in  the  wooded  low- 
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lands  towards  St.  Leonards,  had  been  lively  as  usual, 
holding  many  good  trout  towards  its  junction  with 
the  Rhone,  while  the  charming  views  of  the  surround- 
ing lofty  mountains  seen  along  its  course,  enhanced 
by  the  changing  tints  of  the  foliage,  under  warm 
atmospheric  effects,  presented  pictures  hard  to  beat. — 
Bej-wyan. 


SEA  PISHING. 

Brighton.— On  Oct.  18  we  had  half  a  gale  from 
the  west,  accompanied  with  heavy  rain  and  rough  sea. 
On  the  20th  the  sea  had  calmed  down,  and  boat  anglers 
were  in  strong  force  within  a  mile  of  the  end  of  the 
Palace  Pier,  and  a  few  off  Kemp  Town.  On  21st,  calm 
sea,  and  about  ten  boats  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  Kemp  Town  beach,  and  good  take  of  silver 
whiting  made  (average  length  about  eight  inches), 
besides  flat  fish.  On  Oct.  22.  about  fifteen  boats  off 
over  the  same  ground,  and  to-day  (23rd)  about  thirty 
boats  off.  As  a  sample  of  sport  I  may  mention  that 
Messrs.  J.  Stone  Channon  and  C.  P.  Aird,  piloted  by 
the  experienced  boatman  and  fisherman,  William 
Parking,  took  421b.  of  fish,  consisting  of  dabs,  plaice, 
whiting,  and  a  few  small  conger. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — The  weather  for  the  past 
few  days  has  been  truly  delightful,  which  has  been 
enjoyed  by  the  visiting  anglers  as  well  as  the  good 
sport  they  have  had.  Oct.  20  was  a  record  day  here, 
both  as  regards  the  visitors  and  the  great  quantities  of 
fish  that  were  taken  ;  the  individual  catches  are  too 
numerous  to  mention.  The  members  of  the  Silver 
Trout  A.  S.,out  with  Mr.  Cooper  in  the  Volunteer, 
caught  304  fish  various,  Mr.  Stringer's  party  in  the 
SliMnwck  300,  and  the  members  of  the  Central  Club 
also  had  a  good  show  of  fish  but  they  were  not  counted ; 
myself  fishing  with  them  caught  71.  Mr.  Cox,  of  the 
Royal  Hotel,  and  a  friend  had  as  many  as  they  could 
well  carry.  Every  boat  out  that  day  brought  in  great 
quantities  of  fish,  and  would  have  brought  in  double 
the  number  had  they  been  out  earlier,  the  best  of  the 
tide  having  been  lost  as  the  train  does  not  reach 
Burnham  imtil  nearly  midday,  and  it  is  nearly  1  p.m. 
before  they  can  get  to  the  best  fishing  ground.  Those 
who  came  down  on  Saturday  night  and  went  out  early 
the  next  morning  had  the  best  takes.  Mr.  Larter  and 
self,  out  with  Cooper  and  son,  on  Monday  caught  481 
whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting,  many  of  the  whiting  going 
over  lib.  each. — J.  Weight. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Good  sport  is  now  being 
had  at  pollack,  whiting,  and  gurnard.  A  few  mackerel 
and  scad  were  also  had. — T.  C.  D. 

Deal. — Oct.  17  and  18. — Too  much  wind  for  fishing. 
Oct.  19. — Wind  lulled  down  to  light  westerly  breeze  ; 
water  smooth  and  in  good  condition,  and  good  takes 
of  very  fine  whiting  landed — Messrs.  Cheeseman  and 
Hartridge,  seven  score  and  eleven  whiting,  which 
would  scale  well  in  competition,  two  small  congers, 
and  two  dogfish  ;  Messrs.  Symonds  and  Spence,  over 
six  score.  Oct.  20.— Mr.  Mallett,  five  score  and  twelve 
whiting;  Mr.  Roberts  and  two  friends,  two  score 
and  sixteen  whiting  and  two  dogfish  ;  Mr.  Minchin 
and  Mr.  Handley,  four  score  whiting  and  one 
codling;  Mr.  Haig  and  friend,  three  score  and 
twelve  whiting.  Oct.  21. — Calm  and  misty,  rain. 
Good  sport  obtained — Messrs.  Hartridge  and  Roberts, 
seven  score  sixteen  whiting  and  eighteen  nurse-dogs  ; 
Messrs.  Balls  and  Trent,  ten  score  whiting,  one  codling 
(4Jlb.),  sixteen  nurse-dogs,  and  two  pout;  Messrs. 
Price,  Jones,  and  friends,  eight  score  whiting;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hussey,  fishing  from  6  a.m.  till  8  a.m.  between 
the  pier-head  and  Deal  bank  buoy,  six  score  whiting, 
many  of  them  very  fine  specimens.  Oct.  22. — Light 
airs,  westerly;  water  clear,  and  fish  little  farther 
to  sea  and  good  takes  landed — Mr.  Roberts,  six  score 
fourteen  whiting  and  five  dog-fish ;  Messrs.  Balls 
and  Trent,  nine  score  six  whiting ;  Messrs.  Under- 
down  and  Day,  in  two  and  a  half  hours'  fishing, 
five  score  whiting,  some  very  fine  ones  amongst  them. 
Oct.  28. — Light  airs,  westerly,  with  blue  sky  and  sun 
shining  brightly  ;  some  good  takes  of  very  fine  whiting 
landed— Messrs.  H.  W.  Balls  and  W.  F.  Trent,  fifteen 
score  whiting  and  one  conger.  Tilr.  Melville  left  the 
shore  at  2.30  p.m.  and  returned  at  5  p.m.  with  two 
score  and  one  whiting ;  Mr.  Underdown  and  Mr.  Day 
seven  and  a  half  score,  one  rig  of  5|lb.,  and  one 
horse  mackerel.  Tides  suit  week-end  for  after-break- 
fast fishing  and  next  week. — Edward  Hangee  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach  Street. 

Seal  (the  Pier). — The  extreme  clearness  of  the 
water  during  the  present  neap  tide  has  rendered  pier 
fishing  very  precarious  throughout  the  week,  although 
several  fair  catches  have  been  made,  especially  during 
evening  hours.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  19)  the  whiting 
fed  Well,  and  one  and  all  did  satisfactorily,  Mr. 
!Miskin  heading  the  list  with  thirty-five  fish.  Mrs. 
Smyth  took  a  small  lobster  and  a  few  whiting 
on  the  same  day,  and  Mr.  Thomas  had  his  rod 
pulled  overboard  by  a  large  fish,  probably  a  pollack, 
but  luckily  recovered  it.  Sunday's  visiting  anglers 
included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Couzens,  l\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Dodd, 
ISLt.  Durlackes,  Mr.  Robinson,  and  Mr.  Clark,  but  the 
day's  catch  was  disappointing.    The  most  noteworthy 


take  was  a  handsome  plaice,  scaling  3 Jib.,  caught  by 
Mrs.  Couzens,  a  catch  of  which  that  lady  was  justly 
proud.  A  few  rods  were  plied  early  on  Monday  morning, 
but,  without  exception,  each  owner  drew  a  blank.  The 
pier  ranks  were  augmented  later  in  the  day  by  Messrs. 
Curtis,  Black,  Hardman,  Higgins,  Phillips,  Miskin, 
New,  Mansfield,  Thomas,  S.  Jefferson,  J.  Jefferson, 
DoUand,  Hollows,  Matthews, Turner,  Creek,  Hiokmott, 
and  Busbie,  but  matters  ruled  very  slow  until  after 
sunset,  when  some  good  catches  of  codling  and  whiting 
came  to  hand.  Fresh  arrivals  on  Tuesday  comprised 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierpoint,  Mr.  A.  W.  Tucker  and  son,  Mr. 
Gilbertson,  Mr.  Beasly,  Mr.  Briand,  Mr.  Allen,  Mr. 
Melville,  and  Mr.  Miller,  but  sport  was  utterly  out  of 
the  question  throughout  the  entire  day.  The  water 
was  exceptionally  clear.  The  only  catch  made  was 
that  of  Mr.  Waddell,  who  had  half  a  score  of  whiting 
in  the  early  hours  of  morning.  Mr.  Mansfield  and 
Mr.  Thomas  fished  for  pollack  upon  the  rising  flood 
tide,  but  only  succeeded  in  taking  one  each.  Those 
early  upon  the  scene  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  16,  found 
the  whiting  well  on  the  feed,  but  after  breakfast  hours 
very  little  was  done.  Mr.  Miskin  captured  two  fish 
upon  one  hook,  a  small  whiting  and  a  dab — a  unique 
experience  for  any  fisherman.  Mr.  A.  P.  Black,  while 
pier-fishing  on  Thursday,  Oct.  17,  hooked  and  landed 
a  well-baited  cod  of  51b.,  the  largest  fish  taken  upon  the 
pier  during  the  present  season. — J.  ;Richahdson, 
B.S.A.S. 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  have  been 
having  excellent  sport  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
Thomas  Grose,  boatman,  took  a  visitor  off  the  other 
day,  and  they  caught  thirty  fine  pollack  ;  the  next 
day  fifty  bream  and  three  dory;  another  day's  catch 
included  thirty-two  pollack  and  a  dozen  whiting,  and 
on  the  following  day  forty  pollack,  which  weighed 
about  3cwt. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fishing  is  pretty  much  the  same  this 
week  as  last.  The  weather  has  been  rather  unsettled, 
but  still  some  nice  baskets  have  been  caught.  There 
are  plenty  of  smelt  to  be  had  in  the  docks  and  around 
Millbay  Pier,  and  pollack  are  being  caught  in  Fire- 
stone Bay.  The  mullet  have  not  been  feeding  so  well 
at  the  'Promenade  Pier  during  the  last  few  days. 
Mackerel  have  made  their  appearance  again  outside, 
and  are  coming  again  closer  in  shore.  These  fish 
have  been  very  eccentric  this  year  and  last  in  their 
visits.  I  expect  the  drainage  blasting  and  sewerage 
works  have  something  to  do  with  it. — W.  Heaedeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— Boat  fishing  still  continues  very  good, 
whiting,  codling,  and  fine  dabs  being  plentiful.  The 
water  is  very  bright,  and  fine  tackle  is  imperative. 
From  the  Iron  Pier,  codlings  and  whiting  have  been 
had.  On  Oct.  21,  Mr.  Laker  landed  from  the  West 
Pier  a  nice  grey  mullet  of  21b.,  and  whiting  are  taken 
in  plenty,  but  small.  Mr.  Pollard  killed  a  good  5Jlb. 
bass  from  the  Marina,  and  another  gentleman  had  the 
good  fortune  to  beach  a  bass  of  121b.  on  Oct.  22. 
Thanks  to  the  courtesy  of  the  harbour  master.  Captain 
Inskipp,  the  landing  stages  on  the  Fjast  Pier  are 
now  available.     Wind  N.W.,  rather  cold. — "  Grey 

JIULLETT." 

Scarborough. — Both  boat  and  pier  anglers  are 
having  good  sport.  Silver  whiting  are  abundant  in 
the  bay,  and  billet,  plaice,  and  dabs  about  the  piers 
and  harbour.  A  good  catch  of  codling  was  made  by 
Isaac  Webster,  boatman,  over  Bamshill  Scar  (in 
front  of  the  Grand  Hotel)  a  few  days  ago.  At  time  of 
writing  (Oct.  22)  the  weather  continues  very  favourable 
for  fishing. — H. 

Valentia. — Sport  is  once  more  good  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  whiting,  and  haddocks,  and  a  few  large 
congers  were  had.  Mackerel  are  still  numerous  in  this 
district.— T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — Anglers  are  now  having  a  very  fair  time 
in  the  Walmer  district.  Good  catches  of  whiting  are 
now  to  be  obtained,  and  a  great  number  of  boats  are 
now  to  be  seen  off  here  with  lovers  of  sea  fishing 
engaged  in  this  pleasure.  Mr.  Esoombe,  witli  Mr. 
Jenner,  in  boat  "  Ted,"  on  Oct.  19  and  two  following 
days  caught  twenty-nine  score  of  whiting.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hussey,  on  Oct.  23,  fishing  in  the  bay,  landed  on 
the  slack  of" the  tide  (two  hours)  three  score  whiting, 
all  very  fine  fish  up  to  21b.  A  boatman  on  the  same 
day  caught  a  whiting  of  3|lb.,  which  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  largest  this  season.  Weather  fine,  water  clear. 
— Edward  Bubke,  Lord  Nelson. 


Formerly  prison  life  in  Scotland  was  sometimes  a 
free-and-easy  arrangement,  as  is  recalled  by  a  chap- 
lain in  an  article  in  the  People's  Friend.  A  new 
inspector  of  prisons  had  been  appointed,  and  on  arriving 
at  his  first  destination,  a  prison  on  the  western  sea- 
board of  Scotland,  he  inquired  of  the  solitary  warder 
as  to  whether  the  Governor  was  within.  "  No,  sir," 
said  the  warder,  "  he's  away  fishing."  "  Oh,  indeed," 
said  the  inspector.  "Well,  I'll  see  the  prisoners." 
"There  is  only  one,  sir,"  returned  the  warder.  "  Very 
well,  let  me  see  him."  "  Him  1  he's  out,  sir."  "Out? 
The  prisoner  out  ?  Has  he  escaped '?  "  "Oh,  no,  sir; 
he's  with  the  Governor  at  the  fishing,  carrying  the 
bag." 


Jingling  ^Ulures. 


October  27. 

Battersoa  Friendly  :  Match  at  Byfleet. 

Cambridge  Heath  Bros. :  ]Match  at  Windsor. 

Campbell  United  :  Match  at  Cookham. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

CoUingwood  :  Match  at  Staines. 

Dibdin:  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Naylands. 

J unior  Piscatorial :  Roving  competition. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
October  23. 

Blenheim  :  Paper  by  Mr.  Derry. 
October  29. 

Grcsham :  Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker. 

Original  Alexandra  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Concert. 

Walworth  Waltonians :  Visit. 
October  30. 

Eagle  :  Supper  and  concert. 

Royal  George :  Distribution. 
October  31. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Pglander  :  Distribution  and  concert. 

West  London :  Competition. 


Nov.    3. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Sea  outing. 
,,     3.— Cosy  :  Outing  to  Shcpperton. 

3. — Covent  Garden  ;  Match  at  Harlow. 
,,     3. — Dalston  ;  Match  at  Henley. 
,,     3. — Izaak  Walton  ;  Prize  outing. 
,,     3. — Sundial :  Outing  to  Shex^perton. 
,,     3. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Outing. 
,,     3. — Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Brox- 
bourne. 

,,  3. — West  London  :  Competition. 
,,  5. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Visit. 
„     6.— B.S.A.S. :   Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 

("  Lines  in  Many  Waters  "). 
,,     C— Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
,,     7. — Cosy  :  Dinner  and  Concert. 
,,    10. — Brompton  ;  Supper  match. 
,,    10. — Stockwell :  Supper  match. 
,,    10. — Sundial ;  Gating. 
,,    11. —  Stepney;  A. B.S.  concert. 
„    16,  17  (?).— i5.S.A.S. :  Pier  competition. 
,,    17.— Colebrook  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
„    23,  24,  25.— B.S.A.S. :  Competition  at  Deal. 
,,    24. — Ben  Abraham's  Competition  at  Richmond. 
,,    24.— Silver  Trout:  Outing  to  Shiplake. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 


Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — ■ 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Hoxton  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  on 
Oct.  31,  when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  big  meetiug. — 
G.  Manning. 

Acton  Piscatorial  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Acton. — The  fourth  punt  competition  of  the  above 
took  place  at  Richmond  on  Oct.  18  for  cup  pre.sented 
by  F.  Foy,  Esq.  Upon  weighing  in  at  the  club  hou^e 
the  following  were  declared  winners  of  the  com- 
petition :  Messrs.  C.  Palmer,  cup,  1st ;  F.  E.  Blake, 
value  21s.,  2nd;  I.  Blake,  value  15s.,  3rd;  and  W. 
Howell,  value  10s.  6d.— W.  Howell. 

Albion  Angling  Society,  Churchfield-road,  Acton, 
W. — In  our  prize  punt  competition,  Mr.  Babbs  took 
first  prize,  a  handsome  eight-day  clock  made  by  G. 
Camerer  Kuss  ;  second  prize,  a  punt  rod  taken  by  Mr. 
Fowler  our  president;  third  prize,  Mr.  Hobden ; 
fourth,  Mr.  Gilbert ;  fifth,  Mr.  Heron  ;  sixth, 
Mr.  Curtis.  Mr.  Randall  who  did  not  compete  brought 
in  during  the  evening  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
barbel.  Our  first  spread  will  take  place  in  about  a 
fortnight  finishing  with  grand  concert. — C.  Smith. 

Allason  United  Bkotherb  Angling  aociEXY, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Harris  weighed  in  on  20th,  the 
former  bream  and  the  latter  roach;  several  others 
were  out  and  had  fish.  Special  meeting  on  Oct.  306h 
to  arrange  for  Richmond  competition  (Nov.  24). 
There  are  forty-two  prizes  and  one  special.  Messrs. 
Ogden  Smith,  of  Twickenham,  Gaynor  &  Son,  and 
Everard  Ripley,  of  Richmond,  have  tickets  on  sale. 
The  competition  is  open  to  either  association  and 
unattached.  Further  particulars  of  Ben  Abrahams, 
25,  Silver-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  W. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.B.— Punt  match  resulted 
in  Mr.  Maher,  1st  (121b.);  Mr.  Stakes,  2ud ;  Mr. 
Watkins,  3rd  ;  Messrs.  Fowler  and  Smith  also  weighed 
in.  Three  lapsed  prizes  loft  over  for  punt.  Our  visit 
on  Monday  was  a  good  success,  and  thanks  are  due  to 
the  twenty  clubs  represented,  also  to  our  host,  Mr. 
Duck,  for  occupying  the  chair,  and  the  Oglanders  and 
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other  clubs  who  provided  the  talent.  Mr.  Baker 
accompanied  the  artists  very  proficiently.  Members 
are  reminded  of  sea  match  on  Nov.  3  (roving) ;  also 
Walworth  Waltonians'  visit  on  Oct.  29,  and  Ogfanders' 
prize  distribution  on  Oct.  31.— C.  T.  A. 

Battebsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nas's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Oct.  20  Mr  W 
Taplin  took  first  prize  ;  Mr.  Addison  also  weighed  in  • 
the  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  27  at  By - 
fleet  from  Walsham  Lock  to  Earlsfield.  Members  can 
fish  from  either  side.  Train  from  Clapham  Junction 
at  8.40.  Return  by  the  8.19.  Members  are  particu- 
larly requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  to  receive  the 
report  from  our  delegates  attending  Stookwell  An-^ling 
Society. — A.  De.jonge. 

Belgbave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.  —  A  good  muster  was  again  the 
thing  on  Thursday  (Oct.  17),  which  enabled  us  to 
arrange  where  to  fish  off  the  prizes  left  over  from  last 
outing.  It  was  decided  that  it  should  be  on  the 
Thames  on  Oct.  28,  and  any  further  particulars  as  to 
time,  place,  etc.,  can  be  had  at  the  club  house 
Perhaps,  as  it  is  on  the  Thames  we  shall  see  a  better 
muster.  Yet  another  case  adorns  the  walls  of  this 
club  room,  this  being  of  a  chub  caught  in  the  early 
part  of  the  season  by  Mr.  F.  Hudson,  and  which  he 
has  set  up  himself.  A  nice  show  of  jack  and  perch 
was  made  by  Mr.  G.  Hooper  at  Thursday's  (Oct  17) 
meeting.— W.  Payne. 

Bebmondsey  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Messrs.  Wigley,  Spider 
and  Croft  weighed  in  some  nice  shows  of  fish  on 
XT      =  •  T^^®^*^'^®  Central  List  on 

n-T°^".  .  ,  ®  ^^'^  October  series  of  prizes  on  Oct. 
27  at_  Amberley,  and  all  to  leave  London  the  same 
morning  I  am  sending  10s.  to  the  Benny  benefit, 
subscribed  by  our  members  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
Mr  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  chub 
and  roach  on  the  23rd  (141b.).— C.  G.  Piggot 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.— On  Oct.  20  the 
following  weighed  in  from  Harefield  Club  water: 
Mess.  8.  Wilson,  roach  and  perch,  41b  (one  perch 
llb.9oZ.)  ;  Sharratt,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  5oz. ;  Marks 
roach,  31b. ;  Wilkins,  roach.  Our  Monday  concerts  are 
going  better  as  shown  by  the  increased  attendance. 
Un  Monday  last  the  large  room  was  filled  by  our  own 
and  membei-s  of  local  angling  societies.    On  Monday 

M  ^???-r.u^^  ^^"^^  ^''"y  wi^i  "^ead  a  short  paper, 
entitled  Thames  Angling  Rights."  All  anglers  and 
their  friends  are  welcome.— C.  Chaplais 

Bloomsbuby  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Oct  20 
Mr.  J.  Sinclair  weighed  in  jack,  bream,  and  roach,  one 
jack  weighing  111b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Drew  bream  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  G.  Davis  perch,  and  Mr.  P.  Boothby  roach  Wed- 
nesday next  (Oct.  30)  will  be  audit  night,  Mr  J 
Morrell  and  Mr  G.  V.  Stimpson  being  the  auditors 
appointed.— T.  Pateknostek. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.-On  Oct.  20,  Mr  Cecil 
weighed  in  roach,  and  Mr.  Brophy  chub,  roach,  and 
dace.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  members  that  our  supper 
competition  with  the  Sundial  Angling  Society  has  been 
postponed,  on  account  of  unforeseen  circumstances, 
until  Nov.  10  ;  date  and  details  later.  A  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Harris,  the  visiting  officer 
who  attended  last  meeting  night  to  open  our  A  B  S 
box. — H.  MooEB. 

Oambbidge  Heath  Bbothebs  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— At  the  last  meeting  we  decided  how  to  act 
as  regards  giving  support  to  the  "  Andrews' 
Defence  Fund.  Our  decision  is  that  every  working 
member  of  this  society  be  levied  a  shilling  to  go 
towards  the  fund,  which  met  ;  the  views  of  those 
present.  Match  at  Windsor  on  Oct.  27  ;  nine  o'clock 
train  from  Paddmgton  or  later;  boundary,  Windsor 

tTiT.n"'!^.V°w°°'^'''y  ^^I'^^'i;  fish  not  later 

than  6.39,  at  the  Waterman's  Arms.    Don't  forget  the 
gross-weight  gudgeon  prize  ;  also  there  are  two  other 
\ 


prizes.  On  Oct.  20  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs. 
B.  Smith,  J.  Baines,  E.  Argent,  S.  Hadkiss,  and  T. 
Gates,  all  roach. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— On  Oct.  20  we  had  a  very  good 
show  of  fish.  Messrs.  Cook  have  a  show  of  roach 
and  dace,  161b.  14oz. ;  Mann,  roach  and  jack,  81b. ; 
and  Parker,  roach,  41b.  Goz. ;  A.  Taylor,  H.  Taylor, 
Burton,  F.  Dykes,  T.  Dykes,  Gill,  A.  E.  Iloodless, 
A.  C.  Hoodless,  and  Marshall  also  showing  fish.  The 
Angling  Association  Cup,  won  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Hoodless, 
was  on  view,  and  duly  filled  more  than  once  amidst 
good  wishes  from  all  present. — R.  Marshall. 

Campbell  United  Angling  Society,  Prince  of 
Wales,  Cambridge  Avenue,  Kilburn. — Our  ne.^t  match 
takes  place  on  Oct.  27  at  Cookham ;  pegged  down  ; 
usual  prizes  ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  to  take  own 
live  bait;  two  rods;  numbers  to  be  drawn  at  (late 
Hotel.    Hope  to  have  a  good  muster. — A.  C.  C^uick. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— We  fished 
our  eighth  day's  outing  at  Wargrave  on  Oct.  20  for 
fourteen  prizes,  but  only  seven  were  successful  in 
taking  prizes.  First,  Mr.  A.  Bowater ;  second,  Mr. 
G.  Cook ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Woodhouse ;  fourth,  Mr.  J. 
White;  fifth,  Mr.  J.  Thorne ;  sixth,  Mr.  A.  White; 
seventh,  Mr.  H.  Pegg.  Messrs.  J.  Salmon,  Winter, 
Heyman,  and  S.  Lapwood  also  had  fish,  but  not  the 
stipulated  weight. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Steollees'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W.— Two  lapsed  prizes 
to  be  fished  for  on  Oct  27.  Open  ;  roving.  All  fish  to 
weigh.  Will  members  please  attend  in  force  next 
Tuesday  ;  important  business.— C.  McL. 

Cleekenwell  and  Disteict  United  Visiting 
List. — A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Dibden 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Bilbow  in 
the  chair.  The  following  societies  sent  representa- 
tives:— Eustonian,  Camden,  Dibden,  Islington  Bros., 
Bostonian  and  Victoria  Bros.  The  next  visit  will  be 
to  the  Islington  Bros.,  date  later.  The  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  above  will  be  on 
Thursday,  Oct.  31,  for  election  of  secretary  and  chair- 
man and  to  arrange  annual  concert.  Each  club  on 
the  list  can  send  two  delegates;  to  meet  at  the 
Empress,  St.  John-street,  at  9.16.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Oct.  20  we  had 
some  nice  shows  of  roach  from  Messrs.  Archer  and 
Parmer.  At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  the  competition 
for  Christmas  prizes  was  discussed.  Mr.  C.  Archer  was 
the  first  to  head  the  list,  and  several  more  gentlemen 
promised  their  support.  A  rough  statement  of  accounts 
was  submitted  and  was  thoroughly  commented  on.— 
E.  L.  Hunt. 

CoLBBEOOK  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.— At  our  meeting  on 
Oct.  23  several  matters  were  discussed,  and  our 
delegate  gave  his  report  of  the  Anglers'  Association's 
meeting.  An  outing  was  proposed  and  carried  to 
Hatfield  Peveril  for  pike,  on  Nov.  17.  Prizes  will  be 
announced  next  week. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  Anqling  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.—  On  Oct.  13,  Mr.  e! 
Elsey,  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  P.  Beames,  roach  ;  Mr! 
A.  Elsey,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  W.  Gooding,  jack  and 
roach.  On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  W.  Gooding,  jack  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  P.  Beames,  roach.  We  fish  our  October  outing  at 
Staines  on  Oct.  27  ;  Staines  Bridge  to  Bells  of  Ousley. 
Waterloo,  8.20  a.m. ;  return,  6.8  p.m.  Usual  con- 
ditions.— P.  P.  SOEGE. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W.— We'have  an  outing 
to  Shepperton  on  Nov.  3,  from  Shepperton  Lock  to 
Chertsey  Bridge.  Go  down  by  the  7.50  a.m.  train 
from  Waterloo.  Members  going  later  must  report 
themselves  before  fishing.  The  first  annual  dinner 
given  by  our  worthy  president  will  take  place  at  above 
on  Nov.  7.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.30  p.m.  for  R  p.m. 
Concert  to  follow,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome 
anglers  and  friends.  On  Oct.  20  the  following  weighed 
ill H.  Sheekey,  roach  ;  and  A.  Appleton,  dace  and 
gudgeon.— J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms 
Long-acre,  W.C.— On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  John  Tilassey  weighed 
in  one  perch  (lib.  6ioz.),  also  jack  and  bream;  Mr. 
Cutbush  jack  and  chub,  and  Mr.  James  Massey  jack. 
On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Cutbush  and  Massey  brought  up 
a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Will 
members  please  attend  and  clear  books.— W.  M. 

Ceown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  Our  prize 
outing  proved  a  success,  Mr,  Davis  taking  first  prize  ; 
Mr.  Norris,  second;  Mr.  Stoadman,  third.  Mr.  Haines 
and  a  friend  had  a  show  of  fish  from  Sullolk.— J. 
Steadjean. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Oct.  20,  most  of  the 
members  were  out,  and  a  fine  show  of  fish  was  the 
result,  some  of  the  roach  weighing  lib.  8oz.,  and  dace 
12JoK.  The  following  are  the  members  who  weighed 
in : — Messrs.  Parram,  roach.  Swain,  roach,  A.  Wild, 
roach,  Baker,  jack,  Morgan,  jack,  T.  Thompson,  roach 
and  jack,  W.  Thompson,  roach  and  dace.    On  Oct.  22 


there  was  a  full  attendance,  and  one  now  member  was 
made,  the  delegates'  report  received  and  accepted,  and 
balance-sheet  road  and  adopted.  It  was  also  decided 
that  the  prizes  in  hand  should  bo  competed  for  on 
Nov  3  at  Harlow  in  the  Stort.  Full  particulars  can 
be  obtained  at  the  club  house.  Jlembersarc  requested 
to  attend  on  Oct.  29.— S.  I\lALiiY. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  "Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  bamts'-road,  Westbourne-park.— On  Oct  20  our 
members  fished  a  private  match,  when  the  foUowin" 
took  prizes :— Messrs.  G.  Jenkins,  1st;  liradshaw" 
2nd  ;  A.  Barratt,  3rd  ;  Otley,  4th  ;  Turner,  5ih  ;  Tar- 
gett,6th;  Severns,  7th;  Barns,  8th;  Fathers,  9tl/;  and 
Devonport,  10th.  Several  other  members  weighed  in. 
A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Nov.  G  ; 
all  members  ^ire  requested  to  attend.— W.  Jenkins. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.— Our  prize  outing 
resulted  in  none  of  the  prizes  being  taken  owing  to  the 
water  being  very  clear.  We  are  arranging  for  another 
outing  in  about  a  fortnight's  time. — E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatobials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— Our  prize  outing  at  Nayland  takes  place  on 
Oct.  26  and  27,  one  days  fishing.  B.  Sargent  had  a 
few  perch  this  week,  best  fish  21b.  3oz.,  and  21b  Uoz 
— B.  W.  S. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  the 
20th  October,  we  were  successful  in  our  match  with 
the  Seymour  Brothers.  The  following  weighed  in: 
Messrs.  Henrie,  Mowl,  A.  Crow,  G.  Norman,  EUins, 
King,  Jones,  and  Pain.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Roach 
weighed  in  roach.— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  followincr 
members  weighed  in  on  Oct.  20 :  Messrs.  J.  Meddiman 
and  Butcher,  jack;  Mr.  Ball,  perch,  from  the  Lea  • 
Messrs.  Philpott,  Maybury,  Witmore,  Hunt,  and 
Huggett,  roach,  the  latter  with  71b.  5ioz.  Will 
members  please  note  that  unless  the  Thursday  meet- 
ings are  better  attended  I  shall  have  to  ask  them  to 
accept  my  resignation. — P.  A.  G. 

Harlesdbn  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden.— A  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent  on  the  occasion  of  our  return  visit  on  Oct.  17, 
and  I  thank  all  who  assisted  us.  The  visiting  officer 
(Mr.  Harris)  made  a  stirring  and  practical  appeal,  and 
10s.  6d.  was  subscribed  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Pimm.  During 
the  evening  the  talent  rendered  was  in  every  way 
satisfactory,  and  elicited  great  praise.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Pimm  and  the  vice-chair  by  Messrs. 
Derry  and  Harris  in  turn,  and  the  National  Anthem 
concluded  a  most  pleasant  reunion.— E.  S.  C. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross.— On  Oct.  20 
IMessrs.  Judd,  Whaley,  and  Winter  weighed  in  a  nice 
show  of  fish,  Mr.  Judd  taking  the  last  prize  of  the 
lapsed  outmg.  Messrs.  Williams  (senior  and  junior) 
fished  the  waters  at  Chilworth,  resulting  in  a  nice 
catch  of  pike.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  resolved  to 
take  into  consideration  the  question  of  an  outing  for 
the  Christmas  prizes,  and  members  are  requested  to 
attend— as  many  aspossible— on  next  Tuesday  eveniu<^. 
W.  Jarry. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  Oct.  20  Mr.  Andrews 
weighed  in  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  J.  Osborne 
roach  and  bream.  On  Tuesday,  Oct.  22,  Mr.  McGur- 
ness  in  the  chair,  it  was  proposed  that  Mr.  J.  Chusion 
and  Mr.  Gallie  become  working  members,  also  Mr. 
Callingham,  of  this  society,  and  were  voted  in.  There 
are  still  two  to  make.  Our  delegate  gave  in  his 
report  from  the.Anglers'  Association,  and  met  with 
generous  support  in  re  the  Defence  Fund,  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  him.  Will  members 
please  note  that  our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Thurs- 
day, Oct.  31,  when  Mr.  G.  Hunt,  of  the  Good  Intent 
Angling  Society,  takes  the  chair.  Other  club  members 
please  note  also,  as  a  host  of  prominent  gentlemen 
in  the  angling  world  will  attend,  so  let  us  have  a  good 
and  record  night.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
Result  of  the  competition  on  Oct.  20:  Messrs.  G. 
Higley,  W.  H.  Mecham,  and  R.  Hill  were  the  winners! 
The  second  outing  for  Mr.  (r.  H.  Lee's  prize  will  take 
place  on  Nov.  3  at  Great  Marlow,  on  which  occasion 
three  other  special  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  The 
members  will  also  fish  for  three  specials  on  Nov.  G  at 
the  same  place.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Mr.  Walter  Ellis,  jeweller,  100,  High-street,  Notting- 
hill,  for  the  silver  watch  and  chain  he  kindly  sent  f  jr 
the  members  to  compete  for.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.  — On  Oct.  27  we  have  a 
"  Rover,"  any  public  water.  On  Oct.  20  Mr.  P. 
Sturgess  had  a  fine  show  of  bream  and  roach.  Jlr. 
Ha\ykius  also  had  roach.  During  the  week  Messrs. 
C.  Glover,  Enti^cott,  and  Morgan  had  a  nice  show  of 
carp.  Mr.  A.  (iirdler  has  had  two  good  weeks  sea 
fishing,  and  Mr.  Jlorgau  and  friend  had  a  fine  catch 
of  whiting  on  Oct.  20  at  Deal.— W.  Feeemax. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Oct.  20  the  following  showed 
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fish :  Mr.  Cook,  roach,  111b.  15oz. ;  Messrs.  Thompson, 
Hawkins,  and  Symes  also  had  roach.  On  Oct.  27  we 
fish  for  Mr.  Sowly's  prize— gross  weight  of  roach  from 
Shiplake. — W.  Watling. 

MiLDMAY  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington  Green,  N.  — Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  Tuesday  (Oct.  29),  when  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  our  next  outing,  and  we  shall  also 
make  the  draw  for  second  round  of  billiard  handicap. 
—A.  E.  H. 

Noeth-East  Beothehs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — At  our  boundary 
match  at  Cheshunt,  the  two  members  were  successful 
for  the  remaining  two  prizes  Mr.  W.  Smith,  7th  prize, 
with  roach ;  Mr.  Carter,  8th  prize,  with  roach.  Mem- 
bers weighing-in  fish  out  of  the  match  were  Mr.  E. 
Lamb,  roach;  Mr.  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach.  On  Nov.  6 
a  special  meeting  is  called  to  consider  Christmas 
outing. — G.  Taylob. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Sunday  our  trays 
were  filled  with  a  fine  show  of  eight-score  whiting  and 
pouting,  by  Messrs.  J.  T.  Coates,  S.  Thatcher,  and 
W.  Abel,  who  spent  an  enjoyable  day  at  Eamsgate. 
W.  E.  Naylor  also  weighed  in  roach  from  the  Arun. 
Train  for  Sunday,  8.6  a.m.  London  Bridge,  8.16  New 
Cross,  return  by  7.24.  We  now  have  eight  prizes  for 
week-day  punt  match  on  Oct.  31,  Mr.  Kidd  having 
presented  an  oil-painting  in  frame.  Train,  7.55  a.m. 
Waterloo,  8  o'clock  Vauxhall ;  cease  fishing  5.30.  We 
also  have  four  prizes  put  up  for  sea-fishing.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade  has  kindly  promised  to  take  the  chair  at  distri- 
bution, same,  date  as  punt  match — i.e.,  Oct.  31. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Coates  will  face  him  in  the  vice-chair. 
Mr.  Will  Cooper  will  preside  at  the  piano.  South 
London  anglers  who  can  look  in  .will,  at  least,  be 
sure  of  a  welcome.  We  made  two  new  working  mem- 
bers in  Messrs.  A.  Sentence  and  E.  Jenner. — W.  S.  C. 

Paek  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — On  Oct.  20  Messrs.  J.  Hopton  and  R. 
Carter  weighed  in  roach  and  perch.  At  our  meeting 
on  Oct.  22  Messrs.  Cowper  and  Bloomfield  were  elected 
working  members ;  also  our  delegate  gave  his  report, 
which  was  considered  very  satisfactory.  Will  those 
gentlemen  who  have  sold  tickets  for  the  "  Curtis  " 
benefit  kindly  forward  cash  as  soon  as  possible  and 
oblige. — H.  Gates. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Payne  weighed 
in  some  very  nice  roach,  weighing  in  all  51b.  On  Oct. 
22,  we  held  our  usual  meeting,  which  was  very  poorly 
attended ;  and  amongst  the  business  done  was  one 
guinea  voted  towards  the  Thames  Defence  Fund,  Our 
delegate  gave  us  a  very  able  report  of  the  business  done 
at  Cripplegate  on  Oct.  21.  Our  smoking  concert 
promises  to  be  a  great  success,  and  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  Oct.  29,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present,  commencing  8. .30  sharp,  as  there  is  a  host  of 
talent.    Programme  3d. — F.  Cook, 

KOYAL  Geoege  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Oct.  20,  Mr.  Lewis  weighed 
in  a  fine  tray  of  dace.  On  23rd,  a  new  hon.  member 
was  elected,  and  two  new  members  were  proposed. 
Prizes  won  at  last  competion  will  be  distributed  next 
meeting  night,  Wednesday,  Oct.  30.— J.  Gibbons. 

EoYAL  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — In  our  match  from  St.  Margaret's 
Look  to  Fish  and  Eels  the  prize  winners  were  Messrs. 
C.  Godfrey,  1st,  perch ;  Thomson,  perch,  2nd ;  Bird, 
perch,  3rd.  E.  Perry  had  some  nice  roach,  51b.  5oz., 
G.  Williams,  roach.    Two  last  members  not  in  the 

match. — P.  PiGNATELLI. 

Seymoue  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Oct.  20, 
the  following  weighed  in  : — Sir.  T.  Barnes,  roach,  21b. 
lOoz.  ;  Mr.  Spalding,  roach,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Ben  Smith, 
jack,  &c.,  51b.  9|oz. ;  and  Mr.  Arrigoni,  roach.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  for 
the  last  match  supper,  and  oblige. — W.  Aldis. 

SiLVEE  Teout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Oct.  20  the 
.sea  outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch  isroved  a  great 
success.  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Grammer,  Franco,  Brink, 
Williams,  Saalfeld,  A.  Simmonds,  and  others  had 
grand  takes  of  whiting.  On  Oct.  22,  Messrs.  Ernest 
Buckingham  and  Edward  Phibbs  were  proposed  as 
working  members.  Members  please  note — next  outing 
takes  place  at  Shiplake  on  Nov.  24. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglees'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  29,  to  the 
Walworth  Waltonians,  Selborne  Arms,  Selborne  Road, 
Denmark  Hill ;  Concert  starts  8.30.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  won  at  Wargrave  will  be  held  at  the 
"  Oglanders,"  Oglander  Hotel  and  road  (nearPeckham 
Rye  Station),  on  Thursday,  Oct.  31  ;  turn  up  early, 
a  musical  treat.  Will  secretaries  kindly  settle  up 
accounts  and  return  tickets. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. —  On  Oct.  20  all  the  members  that 
went  out  met  with  good  sport.  The  following  weighed 
in:  C.  Bolding,  roach  and  dace;  Stothart,  bream; 
Jewson,  jun.,  bream  and  roach ;  Messrs.  Johnston, 
Jolly,    Jewson,   senr.,    and    Stothart,   roach.  Our 


next  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  11.— H.  B. 

Stockwbll  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. —  Several 
members  were  out  on  Oct.  20  and  reported  having 
fish,  but,  not  troubling  to  weigh  in,  left  us  with  a 
blank.  The  delegates  from  the  Battersea  Angling 
Society,  Messrs.  Hemens  and  Wilson,  attended  the 
meeting  on  Tuesday  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
supper  match,  which,  subjefct  to  confirmation  by  the 
members  of  the  above  society,  will  take  place  at 
Windsor  on  Nov.  10,  our  own  match  taking  place  also 
on  that  date. — A.  P. 

Steateord  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Since  last 
report  the  following  members  have  weighed  in, 
Messrs.  Grande,  Bacon,  G.  Hobbs,  and  Payne.  We 
elected  a  new  working  member. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  our  delegates,  Messrs.  Harwood  and  Holt, 
for  their  report  of  the  business  transacted  at  the  last 
Association  meeting.  I  regret  to  report  that  our 
supper  outing  against  the  Brompton  Angling  Society, 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  Nov.  3,  at  Shepper- 
ton,  has  had  to  be  abandoned,  owiLg  to  our  inability 
to  obtain  a  caterer  in  that  vicinity.  Our  next  outing 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  10.  We  hope  to  have  a  good 
muster  next  meeting. — J.  S.  P.  Webb. 

United  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — It  is  with  deep  regret 
I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  our  old  and  respected 
member,  W.  R.  Lames,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  11. 
Several  of  our  members,  with  Mr.  John  Orsman,  of 
the  Greenwich  A.S.,  were  present  at  the  graveside; 
also  representatives  from  Her  Majesty's  Theatre.  In 
our  match  with  the  Greenwich  A.  S.,  the  result  was  a 
blank  for  Deptford,  and  four  roach,  weighing  lib.  9oz. 
for  the  Greenwich  A.  S.-  F.  Beak. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — Our  supper  match 
wasagreat  success.  The  following  were  the  winners: — 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Palmer,  A.  Glass,  H.  Templeman,  and 
W.  Batch.  Also  weighed  in — F.  Templeman  and 
A.  Dungate  ;  Mr.  Palmer  also  won  the  sweepstakes. 
After  the  weigh  in  all  members  sat  down  to  a  splendid 
repast  at  Mr.  Proctor's,  the  Red  Lion,  Bourne  ICnd. 
Any  Society  having  a  match  in  the  locality  could  not 
do  better  than  give  Mr.  Proctor  a  turn.  He  can  cater 
for  large  or  small  parties  at  very  reasonable  prices. — 
W.  L.  Keeby. 

Walton  Angling  Association,  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Walton-on-Thames. — Our  last  punt  competition  of  the 
year  took  place  on  Oct.  21.  There  were  twelve  com- 
petitors for  three  prizes  which  wore  won :  1st, 
Messrs.  F.  Power  and  T.  Hall,  21b.  8^oz. ;  2Qd,  Messrs. 
A.  Pryce  and  J.  Newcombe,  12^oz.  ;  3rd,  Messrs.  C. 
Davey  and  F.  Wheatley,  lljoz.  A  supper  was  after- 
wards held  at  headquarters,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  songs,  etc.,  from  Messrs. 
Higgs,  Edwards,  Thorne,  Clark,  Hemmings,  and 
Mous.  Baro's  string  band.  Two  of  our  members  had  a 
fine  take  of  roach  on  Saturday  last,  Messrs.  F.  and 

G.  Power  weighing  in  121b,  Soz.  taken  in  two  hours. — 

H.  Newby. 

Walthamstow  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest -road,  Walthamstow.— On  Oct.  20  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Palmer,  sen.,  and 
Palmer,  jun.,  Flint,  Gover,  Howarth,  Rumbal,  roach ; 
Messrs.  Poore  and  Knight,  perch;  Ecott,  jack.  Our 
outing  takes  place  on  Nov.  3  to  Broxbourne.  We 
have  decided  to  levy  members  one  shilling  towards 
Andrews'  Defence  Fund. — M.  Schoeke. 

Walwoeth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Selborne 
Arms,  Selborne-road. — Our  visit  on  the  South  London 
visiting  list  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  29, 
when  we  hope  to  see  a  room  full  of  brother  anglers. 
As  this  is  our  first  visit  on  the  list  I  hope  every 
member  will  do  his  best  to  make  it  a  success.  We 
have  some  good  talent  coming. — W.  Weay. 

Waewick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Thursday  (Oct.  17)  some  very 
important  business  was  gone  through,  when  we  aho 
made  a  new  member.  The  prizes  left  from  the  Man- 
ningtree  outing  are  not  yet  taken.  On  Oct.  20  we  had 
a  nice  show  of  fish  by  the  following:  Messrs.  Preston, 
jack  ;  Parnham,  roach  ;  Guy  and  Calicut,  parch. — 
Pickwick. 

West  Ham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — The  following 
members  helped  to  fill  the  trays  on  Oct.  20  :— Messrs. 
Bamford,  Newton,  jun..  Hall,  Seal,  Pethurst  (roach), 
Horner  (roach  and  bream),  and  Turner  (jack).  I  hope 
members  will  not  forget  to  turn  up  at  the  Hoxton 
Brothers'  visit  on  Oct.  31. — R.  Pethuest. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — An  open  roving  competition  is  fixed 
for  Thursday,  Oct.  81,  and  Nov.  3.  Bank  only,  for  six 
prizes,  any  public  water.  Members  fishing  on  the 
Thursday  must  give  the  usual  notice  at  the  club  house, 
and  not  to  start  fishing  before  nine  o'clock  on  either 
day.  Mr.  Neller  has  weighed  in  two  specimen  dace. 
Messrs.  Martin  and  Wallis  weighed  in  on  Oct  20.— 
J.  J.  Huntee. 


CATCHING  A  TARTAR— ANOTHER 
FISHING  'STORY. 

It  was  at  the  ordinary  weekly  meeting  of  the  George 
Washington  Angling  Society,  which,  as  everyone 
knows,  is  held  on  Wednesday  evenings  at  the  Frog  and 
Frying  Pan,  Camberwell  New-road,  Finohley,  that  I 
heard  the  following  curious  incident  related  by  a 
visitor,  in  response  to  the  chairman's  request  for  the 
fishing  experiences  of  his  audience  : — 

"  Some  years  ago,"  began  the  dapper  little  old 
gentleman  in  the  armchair  by  the  fire-place,  "  I  was 
sea  fishing  on  the  north-west  coast  of  Afghanistan 
when  I  was  informed  by  ray  2>o)ujce  (native  boatman) 
that  excellent  fresh-water  fishing  was  to  be  obtained  a 
few  miles  up  the  river  which  discharges  itself  into  the 
sea  close  to  the  village  in  which  I  was  staying,  and  I 
determined  to  try  my  luck.  The  fish,  I  was  told, 
strongly  resembled  the  mahseer  of  the  Indian  waters, 
but  were,  if  possible,  rather  more  so.  For  two  days 
not  a  touch  rewarded  our  industrious  efforts,  but  on 
the  third  morning  my  bait,  which  was  a  Spanish 
onion  stuffed  with  pdtr-dc-foic-gras,  was  seized  most 
violently,  and  I  knew  I  had  hooked  a  big  fish.  As 
soon  as  my  quarry,  which  must  have  been  a  fine 
specimen  weighing  nearly  twenty  pounds,  felt  the 
prick  of  the  steel,  away  he  went  down  stream  like  a 
thirty-knot  torpedo  destroyer  at  full  speed.  I  knew 
•that  a  little  further  down  there  was  a  big  snag,  and  if 
he  once  got  the  wrong  side  of  that  he  would  break  me 
up.  So  I  played  him  all  I  knew,  but  let  me  tell  you, 
gentlemen,  to  hold  a  strong  ft-ili  of  over  thirty  pounds 
weight,  and  to  give  him  the  butt  against  a  rapidly 
flowing  stream,  is  no  easy  task. 

"  But  you  said  just  now  he  only  weighed  twenty 
pounds,"  interrupted  one  of  the  awe-struck  audience. 

"Be  silent,  if  you  please,"  was  the  somewhat 
petulant  reply.  "  Are  you  telling  this  tale  or  am  I  ? 
But  at  last  after  several  hours'  hard  work  my  well- 
known  skill  prevailed,  and  I  got  my  fish  close  to  the 
bank  and  found  to  my  delight  that  I  had  hooked  a 
very  fine  mulligatawny,  the  Mrnda.i:  splendidissimus  ot 
Linnseus.  However,  before  I  could  gaff  him  away 
went  my  forty-pounder"  (the  narration  was  here  inter- 
rupted by  a  low  whistling  sound  which  seemed  to 
proceed  from  several  parts  of  the  room  at  ooce)  "  as  if 
the  old  gentleman  himself  were  after  him,  and  the 
previous  tactics  had  to  be  resorted  to  once  more.  It 
was  a  case  of  '  pull  devil,  pull  baker.'  But,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen,  think  of  my  position;  at 
one  Olid  of  the  line  a  poor  human,  exhausted  with  the 
long  struggle  and  with  want  of  food  and  sleep,  for  the 
fight  had  been  going  on  now  for  some  two  days, 
at  the  other  a  splendid  game  fish  weighing  between 
sixty  and  seventy  pounds"  (here  the  strange  whistling 
sound  was  heard  once  more)  "  battlingfor  his  life  1  But  to 
cut  a  long  story  short,  I  got  him  at  last  to  the  bank,  and 
my  trusty  fisherman  stood  by  with  uplifted  gaff  and  

"  You  killed  your  fish  at  last,  bravo  I  "  interposed 
one  of  the  breathless  listeners. 

"  No,  that's  the  most  curious  part  of  the  adventure," 
was  the  reply;  "I  didn't  kill  him,  he  killed  me.  With 
a  frantic  plunge  he  pulled  me  into  the  stream,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  another  of  his  species  I  was  towed  down 
stream  and  out  to  sea  and  so  drowned,  and  my  dead 
body  was  not  washed  up  for  several  days  afterwards." 

"But,  hang  it,  man,"  said  one  of  the  audience, 
"if  you  were  drowned,  and  your  dead  body  was  not 
washed  up  for  several  days,  how  can  you  account  for 
being  here  to-night  to  tell  us  the  tale  ?  " 

"  My  dear  chap,"  replied  the  old  gentleman,  in  his 
most  impressive  tones,  "  how  awfully  sharp  you  are ; 
few  people  would  notice  an  insignificant  detail  like 
that  in  a  fishing  story ;  but  since  you  ask  me,  I  simply 
can't  and  don't  account  for  it.  As  I  said,  it's  the 
oddest  and  most  curious  part  of  an  altogether  odd  and 
curious  adventure.  It,  however,  such  a  trifle  as  that 
should  give  rise  in  your  mind  to  any  doubt  as  to  my 
absolute  veracity,  I  can  slii>ii-  iimi  Ihc  suit  of  clothes  I 
was  ii'i'uviiuj  on  the  occasion.  Yes,  waiter,  1  will  have 
one  more,  but  not  all  the  soda  this  time,  please." 

In  the  face  of  such  a  convincing  proof  of  the 
narrator's  accuracy  as  the  production  of  the  identical 
suit  of  clothes  he  was  wearing  at  the  time  the  inci- 
dent related  occurred,  it  would  bo  superfluous,  if  not 
impertinent,  to  comment  on  the  truth  or  otherwise  of 
his  tale.  On  carefully  considering  the  matter  I  have 
certainly  discovered  one  or  two  trifling  discrepancies, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  more  striking  than  those 
which  occur  in  other  angling  stories  we  often  hear, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  go  to  the  store  round  the  corner,  where 
all  articles  are  sold  at  the  uniform  price  of  CJd., 
and  purchase  at  the  society's  expense  the  hand- 
somest kettle  obtainable  (which  is  the  highest  mark 
of  appreciation  and  esteem  the  George  Washingtons 
have  it  in  their  power  to  bestow)  for  presentation  to 
the  narrator  of  the  above  extraordinary  fishing  yarn 
at  their  next  meeting. 

At  this  point  I  awoke  and  found  myself  lying — well, 
whether  in  bed  or  in  the  columns  of  the  Fisliiiuj  Gazette 
does  not  matter,  as  I  have  been  lying  all  the  time. 

Teuthful  Tommy, 
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Mr.  J.  PoWLES  West  was  voted  to  the  chair  at 
Tuesday  evening's  meeting,  and  after  consideration 
had  been  paid  to  the  correspondence  of  the  week,  the 
particulars  of  angling  experiences  were  asked  for. 
Leigh  and  Burnham  appear  to  te  the  most  attractive 
resorts  just  now,  and  it  is  perhaps  a  little  early  for 
Deal,  though  Mr.  Gibson,  now  staying  there,  has  had 
fairly  good  sport  with  the  whiting,  etc.,  except  on  two 
days  when  rough  weather  prevented  his  getting  off. 
Messrs.  Davies,  Buckingham,  and  Marshall  visited 
Southwold   for  a  couple  of    days  and    had  two 
to  four  score  each  of  very  fair   whiting  on  both 
days.     Mr.   Chasteney  and   Mr.   Eldred  flat  -  fish 
from  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Woodruff  fifty -eight  flat-fish, 
weighing  411b.,  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  sixty-five  flat-fish' 
both  from  Leigh.    Mr.  Emery,  roach  up  to  IJlb.,  and 
pike  and  chub.    Mr.  Fosbrooke,  perch  up  to  lib.  and 
other  fish.    Mr.  Wertheim,  fishing  the  Crouch,  had 
over  fifty  whiting.    Mr  Connellan,  Mr.  Hicks,  and  Mr. 
Borthwick,  a  large  number  of  whiting  from  Burnham. 
Mr.    Zerfass,   roach    up    to  lib.   6oz.,  fishing  the 
Avon,  as  well  as  pike  up  to  71b.,  but  unfortunately 
lost  several  heavier  fish  owing  to  weak  tackle,  no 
less  than  five  fish  breaking  away;   he  also  took 
pike    from    Kelvedon.     Mr.    MauU  gave    a  most 
interesting  account  of  a    long    holiday    away  in 
different  parts  of  Ireland.    Fishing  most  of  sixteen 
days  at  Glengarriff,  he  had  some  good  sport  amongst 
mackerel  and  pout,  but  was  badly  handicapped  for  the 
want  of  bait.    Going  on  to  Youghal  and  Ballyootton 
he  had  fifteen  species  of  fish,  but  the  sport  falling  to 
this  visit  in  no  way  compared  with  that  of  former 
years.    Now,  as  before,  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of 
bait.    Several  members  then  read  short  papers  on 
holidav  experiences,  and  Mr.  Jacques'  paper  on  a 
May  Fly  season's  fishing  on  the    river  Kennet, 
was  much  appreciated.     Mr.  Zerfass  gave  particu- 
lars of  a  recent  visit  to   Dartmouth  sea-fishing, 
when  excellent  sport  was  met  with— a  capital  little 
paper— and  Mr.  Powles  West  provided  entertainment 
with  his  experiences  on  a  holiday  motoring,  and  they 
were  certainly  varied.    Other  short  papers  had  been 
prepared,  but,  as  the  time  bad  got  late,  these  were 
held  over.     Dr.  Ladell,  always  assisting  with  the 
society's  museum,  added  a  very  fine  specimen  of  a 
head  of  the  wrasse  to  the  collection.    Mr    A.  W. 
Parker  will,  next  Tuesday,  read  a  paper  "  On  a  Famous 
Fishery."    A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
others  who  had  read  papers  closed  the  meeting. 
Manchester  Hotel,  J.  H  .Walkeb,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  Hoeace  Beown  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  when  there  was  a  large  muster  of  members. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  reported  taking  some  whiting 
at  Deal,  together  with  a  fine  lobster  weighing  51b 
At  Burnham-on-Crouch  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  had°a  few 
whiting,  but  sport  could  hardly  be  considered  brisk 
Prom  the  Avon  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  wired  that  he  had 
had  jack  up  to  81b.,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.,  and 
was  in  hopes  of  getting  amongst  the  monstrous  pike 
and  21b.  roach  which  were  known  to  be  in  the  portion 
of  the  river  he  was  fishing.  At  Uxbridge  Captain 
A.  E.  Hayward  Pinch  had  a  jack  of  51b.,  and  Mr. 
H.  T.  Sheringham  forty  perch  and  two  dozen  roach 
all  returned.  Messrs.  Frank  Ward  and  R.  Bradford 
were  at  Newbury  at  the  end  of  the  week,  but  indulged 
in  the  sport  of  weed  cutting  instead  of  fishing.  With 
assistance,  several  swims  have  been  cleared  out,  at 
which  roach  fishers  will  rejoice.  Mr.  A.  Cosway 
wrote  that  when  he  was  at  Newbury  he  saw  a  pike 
estimated  at  201b.,  take  a  full-sized  moorhen  off  the 
water.  The  bird  struggled  for  a  moment,  and  then 
all  was  quiet.  The  chairman  gave  an  amusing 
account  of  a  day's  grayling  fishing  he  had  had,  gettin<^ 
a  brace  and  a  half,  besides  two-and-a-half  brace  of 
trout.  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  also  had  a  good  day  with 
the  thyme-scented  fish.  M.  G.  E  de  C 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  23,  1901,  at 
8  p.m.,  Mr.  Reginald  Graham  in  the  chair,  the 
secretary  read  reports  from  the  society's  agents  at 
Deal,  Eastbourne,  Leenane,  Southwold,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch,  Penzance,  and  a  special  report  from  Mr. 
Charles  Petrywalski,  of  Margate,  announcing  catches 
from  Oct.  13  to  21— whiting,  codling  and  dabs  •  one 
cod  SJlb.  Telegram  from  Mr.  J.  N.  Hearn,  Ballycotton, 
reporting  Tuesday's  catch  :  three  score  fine  bream  and 
whiting  (largest  bream  31b.  7oz.).  Sixpollack,  51b.  to  81b., 
one  lOJlb.  Among  the  verbal  reports  from  members 
Mr.  Mallett  reported  fishing  at  Deal  with  the  boat- 
man, and  caught  four  score  and  twelve  whiting.  Mr. 


MiUchin,  fishing  at  Deal,  had  moderate  sport, 
but  few  codling  caught ;  Mr.  Goddard  had  three 
score  whiting;  subsequently  six  and  a  half  score, 
many  small;  Monday  eleven  and  a  half  score, 
one  of  21b.  3oz.,  plenty  of  lib.,  also  a  few  dabs. 
Mr.  Maull  had  been  fishing  at  Glengarry,  sport  not 
grand.  Went  to  Youghal,  Cable  Island,  a  grand 
ground,  but  seven  miles  off,  then  joined  Mr.  Nor- 
man at  Ballycotton ;  see  hist  week's  report.  Bait  a 
great  difficulty.  The  chairman  had  been  to  Dover, 
caught  silver  eel  2§lb.,  41b.  lobster,  2Jlb.  pollack, 
31b.  conger,  31b.  codling,  and  whiting  up  to  lib., 
taken  on  mackerel.  Jackson's  pier  will  be  opened 
shortly;  if  fishing  is  allowed,  it  will  bo  a  splen- 
did spot  for  big  fish.  Mr.  Croft  Handley  reported 
that  Mr.  John  Handley  had  been  fishing  at 
Yarmouth  taking  in  the  three  days  twenty-one  score 
of  whiting,  largest  ^\h.,  using  mussels,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  number  now  fishing  from  the  jetty,  over 
100.  ^  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  announced  that  two  friends 
of  his  and  their  boatman  (three  rods)  took  165 
flounders  at  Leigh :  the  use  of  a  rod  by  the  boatman 
was  noticeable.  In  view  of  the  forthcoming  competi- 
tion at  Deal  it  was  announced  that  a  musical  evening 
would  be  held  at  the  "  Napier,"  Beach-street,  Deal,  on 
Saturday,  November  20,at  8  p.m.  Members  were  invited 
to  contribute  to  the  programme,  and  to  send  their 
names  to  the  entertainment  committee.  Attention 
was  again  called  to  the  paper  to  be  read  on  Nov.  G  by 
Charles  A.  Payton,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais 
("  Sarcelle,"  of  the  Field),  upon  "  Lines  in  Manv 
Waters."  The  announcement  of  Dr.  Patterson's  (the 
Honorary  Curator  and  Librarian)  absence  for  six 
months  on  an  expedition  to  Africa  was  received  with 
much  regret ;  very  generous  appreciation  of  his  services 
to  the  society  characterised  remarks  from  all  members. 
His  return  in  the  spring  of  next  year  will  be  looked 
forward  to  by  all.  W.  H.  Gkove,  Secretary. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mb.  p.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
October  23.  After  the  ordinary  business  had  been 
transacted,  Mr.  Attwood  submitted  an  interesting 
report  of  what  had  transpired  at  the  'Anglers'  Associa- 
tion meeting.  More  favourable  reports  of  sport  were 
submitted  by  our  members.  From  oilr  Kennet  fishery 
Mr.  G.  Parsons  has  taken  chub  and  roach,  Mr.  F. 
Berry  nice  daoe  up  to  8Joz.,  and  Mr.  T.  Stone  a 
number  of  pike  (which  the  water  is  well  rid  of)  and 
perch.  Amongst  them  they  hooked  and  returned  a 
number  of  trout,  one  estimated  at  51b.,  which  augurs 
well  for  the  future  trout  fishing.  From  other  waters 
Mr.  Berry  has  had  perch  up  to  IJ-lb.,  Mr.  Clements 
roach  and  perch,  Mr.  Westrup  roach  and  dace  up  to 
9oz.  Mr.  J.  J.  Burton  sea  fishing  has  taken  five  dozen 
good  whiting.  G.  W. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

Last  Monday  evening  the  October  delegate  meeting 
of  this  flourishing  association  was  held  at  head- 
quarters, the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden  -  lane. 
Barbican,  when  the  president  (Mr.  Philip  Geen)  occu- 
pied the  chair,  being  supported  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett, 
(vice-president),  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (secretary). 
There  was  a  very  large  attendance  of  delegates,  the 
capacious  meeting-room  being  crowded.  On  the 
chairman's  table  were  displayed  the  prizes  won  in  the 
Trustees'  Cup  Competition,  held  recently  on  the  asso- 
ciation's rented  water  at  Kings  Langley,  and  these  were 
presented  to  the  successful  winners  during  the  evening. 
The  secretary  announced  that  Mr.  Brockett  had  been 
compelled,  through  illness,  to  resign  his  position  on 
the  general  committee  of  the  association  and  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  and  to  the  vacancy  on 
the  former  body  Mr.  W.  E.  Beamont  was  elected, 
and  Mr.  J.  G.  Frei  was  appointed  on  the  committee 
of  the  A.  B.  S.  Important  correspondence  was  read 
from  Mr.  Corbie,  Clerk  to  the  Lea  Conservancy,  with 
reference  to  the  disgraceful  pollution  of  the  Lea  and 
great  loss  of  fish  life,  which  showed  that  on  the  part 
of  the  Conservancy  every  effort  was  being  made  to 
cope  with  the  evil.  The  Old  Friends'  Angling 
Society,  a  new  club  at  Ponders  End,  was  en- 
rolled, as  was  also  another  new  club,  the  Otter 
Angling  Society,  held  in  the  Holborn  district; 
the  chairman  followed  the  enrolment  of  these  clubs 


HOLLOWAY  S  PILLS.  Weak  Stomachs.  Tlie  wisest  cannot 
ennnierate  one  iiuavter  of  tlie  distressing  symptoms  arisins  from 
enfeeliled  digestion,  all  of  wliich  may  be  readily  dispelled  by 
these  admirable  Pills.  They  rouse  the  stomach,  liver  and  every 
other  organ,  helping  digestion  to  that  healthy  tone  which  fully 
enables  it  to  convert  all  we  eat  and  drink  to  the  nourishment 
of  our  liodies.  Hence  these  Pills  are  the  surest  strenutheners 
and  the  safest  restoratives  in  nervousness,  wastino-,  and'  chronic 
debility.  Holloway's  Pills  remove  all  unpleasant  taste  from 
the  mouth  and  are  infallible  remedies  for  impaired  appetite 
eructations,  flatulency,  constipation,  and  a  multitude  of  other 
disagreeable  symptoms  which  render  miserable  the  lives  of 
thousands.    These  Pills  are  approved  by  all  classes 


with  an  address  on  the  JIaidcnhoad  fishery  dispute, 
remarking  that  the  future  of  Thames  angling  in  the 
upper  readies  was  a  very  important  matter.  Ho 
thought  it  was  a  case  they  should  fight,  for  even  if 
they  lost  it  it  would  bo  calling  the  attention  of  the 
public  to  the  matter,  with  the  result  that  the  County 
Council  might  be  moved  to  take  up  the  question  and 
get  a  bill  passed  through  Parliament  freeing  the 
lhames  and  awarding  the  reparian  owners  any 
pecuniary  loss  they  had  sustained.  For  his  part  he 
(Mr.  Geen)  thought  that  that  loss  would  amount  to 
very  little.  Mr.  Geoa  concluded  by  tendering  advice 
with  reference  to  subscribing  to  the  Defonoe 
Fund.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  thoroughly  endorsed 
Mr.  Geen's  remarks.  Messrs.  Osment,  Rowles, 
Harris,  Abrahams,  and  Manning  (visiting  oflicors) 
made  their  reports,  the  last  named  gentleman  remark- 
ing that  he  had  just  attended  his  record  visit— namely, 
that  at  the  Good  Intent  Club ;  thirty-one  clubs  were 
present.  He  hoped  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  another  old 
and  highly  respected  club,  would  be  similarly  suppor- 
ted at  their  visit  on  the  31st  October.  The  chairman 
then  distributed  the  prizes  referred  to  above— a  plea- 
sant little'ceremony.  Mr.  Geen,  in  handing  the  various 
awards  to  the  successful  anglers,  was  in  his  happiest 
vein.  The  names  of  the  prize-winners  have  already 
been  given— Mr.  Hoodless  (Camden  Angling  Society) 
securing  first  honours.  Mr.  F.  Gray  drew  attention  to 
the  proposed  Anglers'  Association  Club  Challenge  Cup 
Competition.  It  was  suggested  that  it  should  be 
carried  out  on  the  lines  of  a  similar  competition  held 
by  the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association,  teams  of  four 
being  selected  from  each  club,  and  he  should  like  to 
hear  from  those  clubs  intending  to  take  part  in  the 
event,  so  that  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  hold  it  at 
the  beginning  of  next  season.  Medals  and  other 
prices  would  also  be  given.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Beckett,  the  chairman  was  accorded  a  most  cordial 
vote  of  thanks,  and  the  proceedings  terminated.  Sixty- 
five  clubs  were  represented.  Hon.  Rei-oeteb. 


HIGHBRIDGE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


On  Oct.  14  a  party  of  the  above  association  accepted 
an  invitation  from  Mr.  T.  Westlake  for  a  day's  fishing. 
They  were  conveyed  by  special  brake,  and  the  drive  was 
much  enjoyed.  Owing  to  the  river  being  very  low 
and  fish  "off  feed,"  sport  was  somewhat  disappointino-. 
On  their  return  they  adjourned  to  the  Black  Bull 
where  they  partook  of  an  excellent  repast  supplied  by 
Host  Tratt.  Mr.  H.  Longman  occupied  the  chair, 
arid  Mr.  E.  Card  the  vice.  Among  those  who  con- 
tributed to  the  harmony  were  Messrs.  E.  Tout,  S. 
Britton,  H.  Longman,  Cox,  and  Boyer. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  Mr.  E.  Card  proposed 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Westlake  for  his  kind  invita- 
tions on  this  and  previous  occasions,  expressing  regret 
at  his  absence.  Mr.  Longman  proposed  "  The  Host 
and  Hostess,"  which  was  acknowledged  by  Host 
Tratt;  Mr.  Tout  propo.sed  "The  Chairman,"  which 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Longman,  who  hoped  to  be 
with  them  on  many  a  like  occasion.  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne  "  brought  to  a  close  one  of  the  pleasantest  even- 
ings ever  spent  by  the  Highbridge  anglers. 

On  Oct.  12  Mr.  E.  Tout  landed  a  carp  of  31b.  15oz., 
the  largest  taken  in  the  society's  waters  this  season'. 
The  headquarters  of  the  club  are  now  the  Cooper's 
Arms  Hotel,  Market-street,  Highbridge. 

IMr.  J.  Harris,  on  Tuesdav  last,  ca°ptured  a  golden 
carp  weighing  5Jlb.,  and  another  of  2|lb. ;  also  three 
roach  averaging  IJlb.  each. 

E.  G.  WiLKINS. 


GREENWICH  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

About  twelve  months  ago  Mr.  Mackrell,  of  the 
Druid's  Head,  Church-street,  Deptford,  gave  a  chal- 
lenge shield  to  be  fished  for  between  the  United 
Brothers  Angling  Society  and  the  Greenwich  Anglin-^ 
Society,  the  best  of  three  matches,  and  the  members 
losing  paying  for  a  supper  over  each  match.  The  first 
match  came  off  at  Pangbourne  last  Februarv  and  was 
won  by  the  Deptford  Brothers  beating  the  Greenwich 
Anglers  by  about  2Ib.  of  fish.  The  second  match  came 
off  on  Oct.  20,  at  Pangbourne  also,  the  Greenwich 
Anglers  winning  rather  easily,  as  the  Deptford  Brothers 
did  not  catch  a  single  fish  ;  the  Greenwich  anglers  had 
foUr.  The  weather  was  fine,  not  a  ripple  on  the 
water,  and  very  bright  and  low,  in  fact,  very  bad  for 
fishing  altogether.  A  saloon  was  provided  for  the 
party  by  the  G.W.R.,  which  made  the  journey  verv 
cornfortable.  There  were  twelve  members  each  side 
fishing ;  the  fish  caught,  roach  of  nine  inches  or  over 
according  to  conditions  of  match,  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Scott,  Orsman,  Hengler,  and  Freame.  A  most 
enjoyable  day  was  spent,  and  the  members  of  both 
clubs  are  looking  forward  to  the  next  match  with  the 
greatest  interest  as  it  is  the  final  match  for  the  shield 

The  Mitre  Hotel,  j.  j)  ' 

London-street,  Greenwich, 
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LOCH  LEVEN  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
(LIMITED). 


The  directors  of  the  Loc-li  Levcn  Angling  Associa- 
tion (Ltd.)  hixvo  now  issued  their  twenty-seventh 
annual  report  to  the  sh;u-eholders  for  the  year  ending 
September  23.  The  capital  authorised  and  subscribed 
of  the  association  (300  shares  of  £10  each)  amounts  to 
£3000,  whereof  called  up  (£i  per  share)  £1200.  The 
gross  receipts  for  the  pasit  year,  including  interest  on 
revenue  account,  amount  to  £2599  4s.  7d.,  and  after 
providing  for  the  maxinium  rent  and  all  other  charges 
there  remains  a  clear  balance  on  the  revenue  account 
of  £104  9s.  5d.  To  this  there  falls  to  be  added 
£32  13s.  3d.  of  interest  on  paid-up  capital,  and  the 
balance  of  £G11  Is.  lOd.  carried  foi  ward  from  last  year, 
which  together  give  a  disposable  balance  of  £S0S  4s.  (id. 
The  directors  recommend  the  declaration  of  a  dividend 
at  the  rate  of  16s.  per  share  on  the  paid-up  capital, 
which  will  amount  to  £240,  leaving  a  balance  of 
£508  4s.  Od.  to  be  carried  forward.  The  season  on  the 
whole  was  a  good  average  one.  The  American  weed 
was  still  present  in  considerable  clumps  in  the  same 
portions  of  the  loch  as  in  former  years,  but  though  a 
considerable  part  of  the  loch  was  now  affected  the 
directors  still  hope  that  the  plant  will  exhaust  itself 
in  the  course  of  a  few  seasons.  Most  of  the  favourite 
drifts  are  still  free  from  the  weed.  The  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  association  will  be  held  at 
Kinross  on  Oct.  28.  R.  B.  Laing. 


The  fish  most  useful  to  man,  says  the  Ooldcn  Pcnnij, 
is  perhaps  the  cod,  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  of 
the  denizens  of  the  sea.  As  an  article  of  diet,  %vhether 
fresh  or  salted  and  dried,  it  is  a  most  important 
addition  to  our  food  supplies,  and  is  made  use  of  for 
the  support  of  man  and  beast  over  a  vast  area.  The 
tongue  is  regarded  as  a  delicacy,  and  the  liver  gives  us 
the  oil  so  much  recommended  as  a  tonic  and  a  food  in 
atrophy,  consumption,  and  such  complaints.  The 
Norwegians  give  cods'  head  and  marine  plants  to  cows 
to  increase  their  yield  of  mills  ;  the  Icelanders  give 
the  bones  to  their  cattle ;  in  Kamschatka  dogs  are  fed 
on  them ;  and  in  icy  wastes  codfish  are  frequently 
dried  and  used  as  fuel.  I  possess  a  very  intelligent 
dog  that  absolutely  refuses  to  partake  of  fish — won't 
eat  soles — but  he's  a  beggar  at  beef  bones. 


Mr.  A.  WoESLEY,  of  Isleworth,  writing  on  the  subject 
of  large  gudgeon,  says  : — "  In  your  '  Jottings,'  bearing 
date  of  Oct.  12  in  the  Fisliiiuj  Gmctti',  your  Downton 
correspondent  comments  with  some  doubt  as  to  eight- 
inch  gudgeon  from  Bottisham  Locks.  Some  gudgeon 
in  the  Avon  run  very  near  that  size.  I  recently  caught 
one  a  few  miles  below  Downton  which  was  within  a 
fraction  of  seven  inches  long,  and  there  are  many  over 
six  inches  in  this  river.  Perhaps  the  Seine  gudgeon 
are  the  largest  in  Western  Europe.  The  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  has  put  upon  record  the  fact  that  he 
had  seen  one  or  two  gudgeons  of  eight  inches  in  leugth, 
and  Yarrell  states  that  they  rarely  exceed  that  length. 
Hence  I  think  we  may  accept  it  as  a  fact  that  gudgeon 
do  reach  this  size  even  in  Great  Britain. 


"  While  on  the  subject  of  this  excellent  fish  I  should 
like  to  ask  if  any  of  your  readers  have  ever  caught 
a  gudgeon  out  of  condition  for  the  table  ?  I  never 
have.  They  are  excellent  when  full  of  spawn,  and 
seem  to  recover  their  plumpness  after  spawning  in  an 
incredibly  short  time.  Certainly  any  fishery  manager 
who  could  by  careful  selection  fix  a  race  of  gudgeon  of 
a  length  of  even  six  inches  would  surely  not  have 
wasted  his  time,  or  have  attempted  an  obviously  im- 
possible task." 


London  is  fast  becoming  a  city  of  palaces — of  dining 
palaces  — that  bid  fair  to  eclipse  in  their  glory  the 
biggest  triumphs  of  the  home  of  the  gourmets —which 
is  Paris.  Among  London's  restaurants,  there  is  none 
more  palatial,  more  rich  and  artistic  in  ils  decorations, 
more  luxurious  in  its  surroundings  and  general 
appointments  than  "  TheMonico,"  of  which  I'iccadilly 
Circus  and  Shaftesbury  Avenue  are  proud,  and  which, 
since  its  establishment  in  1877,  has  been  repeatedly 
enlarged,  and,  by  the  judgment  and  liberality  of  the 
proprietors  in  catering,  has  steadily  advanced  in  public 
favour.  Go  and  see  for  yourselves.  The  catering  is 
really  excellent,  and  will  suit  all  tastes  and  pockets. 


With  reference  to  the  barbel  lately  found  at  St. 
Neot's,  the  Beds.  Times  states  that  the  Bedford 
Angling  Club  placed  thirty-one  fine  barbel  from  the 
Thames  into  the  river  at  Kempston  on  June  28,  1876, 
and  twenty-one  near  Castle  Mills.  In  1888  the  Club 
put  thirty-eight  fine  barbel  from  the  Trent  into  the 
Ouse.  A  121b.  one  has  been  taken  at  Sharnbrook  and 
returned  to  the  watsr.  Barbel  have  been  heard  of  as 
i&v  down  the  river  as  Huntingdon.    The  reason  they 


are  seldom  caught  by  angling  is  that  they  do  not  come 
to  the  spots  which  are  ground-baited  for  bream  in  still 
water,  because  they  prefer  the  more  rapid  water  of 
mill-tails,  etc.,  and  are  not  fished  for  as  they  are  in  the 
Trent  and  other  rivers  where  the  plan  adopted  is  to 
bait  with  broken  up  lob-worms  in  the  rougher  and 
moie  rapid  parts  of  the  stream.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  they  are  now  distributed  over  a  large  part  of  the 
Ouse. 


Mr.  E.  G.  WiLKiNS,  of  the.  Highbridge  Angliug 
Association,  says  that  one  of  his  members  loft  his  rod 
on  the  bank  for  a  few  minutes,  and  on  his  return 
found  that  he  had  "caught  a  robin."  He  asl^-s  if  any 
similar  instances  are  on  record  of  bird's  partiality  to 
gentles.  Yes,  plenty.  When  rods  are  left  baited  care 
should  be  taken  that  they  are  out  of  the  reach  of 
birds,  especially  at  this  season  of  the  year.  I  remember 
a  friend  who  stood  his  rod  against  a  wall  while  he 
went  to  luncheon.  On  his  return,  a  "  bird  "  sampled 
his  gentles.  There  was  tremendous  excitement,  and 
a  fine,  full-fledged  fowl  had  to  be  killed,  for  it  had 
taken  the  bait  so  successfully  that  the  disgorger  was 
useless.  That  "take"  cost  five  shillings,  and  was 
part  of  a  good  day's  "  take." 


Swallows  will  swallow  flies.  Inniunerable  instances 
are  on  record  of  their  capture,  and  in  many  cases 
thev  pay  the  penalty  by  death.  During  a  recent  visit 
to  Newmarket  I  called  on  Captain  Hewlett.  After  a 
lovely  drive  to  Barton  Mills  (just  to  sample  the  Lark), 
I  partook  of  light  refreshment  at  Lord  Mayor's 
Cottage.  Of  course  I  strolled  through  his  lovely 
grounds  and  admired  the  "  autumnal  tints,"  etc.  I 
saw  his  ponds  and  lakes  teeming  with  fish ;  his  tame 
ducks  and  wild  ducks — the  latter  every  evening  coming 
te  his  very  door  and  feeding  out  of  his  hand.  Gentlesi 
Well,  he  has  a  large  tin  capable  of  holding  a  quart, 
for  which  a  brood  of  bantams  (nine)  fight  for  posses- 
sion. They  fly,  and  crawl,  and  jump  all  over  the 
genial  angler-naturalist.  They  "  performed  "  on  me 
when  I  got  hold  of  the  can.  His  motto  is  "Kindness." 
 »  

Our  Brighton  correspondent  writes  :  "  Whilst  some 
gentlemen  were  fishing  about  two  miles  out  from 
Brighton,  a  greenfinch  flew  round  the  boat  and  then 
made  for  land,  but  soon  returned  in  an  exhausted 
state  and  fettled  down  quickly  in  the  hands  of  the 
boatman,  who  kindly  took  it  ashore." 


BrT  to  come  back  to  the  robin,.  Into  one  of 
Mr.  Howlett's  sanctums  a  robin  flies  many  times  in 
the  day.  A  saucer  of  gentles  is  left  always  ready 
for  it,  and  it  is  really  astonishing  to  witness  the 
"  red  breast  "  come  into  its  meals.  I  saw  this  a  few 
days  ago,  and  can  assure  brother  "  narrators"  that  is 
quite  correct. 


The  water-bailiff  employed  by  the  Loch  Lomond 
Angling  Association  recently  received  a  letter  request- 
ing him  to  meet  the  writer  at  Dumbarton  Station  at  a 
given  hour.  With  duo  promptitude  he  waited  the 
arrival  of  the  specified  train,  and  lingered  on  until 
some  others  arrived,  but  no  appearance  was  made  of 
the  inspector.  On  referring  to  the  letter  again,  he 
found  that  it  was  dated  away  back  in  the  month  of 
August,  and  that  it  had  travelled  to  Alexandria  in 
Egypt,  for  it  bore  on  it,  "  Not  for  Egypt."  Several 
communications  arrive  at  the  Fislang  Gazette  office 
days  after  it  has  gone  to  press,  and  express  surprise  at 
their  non-appearance  ! 


Mr.  George  Armstrong,  member  of  the  Carlton 
A.  S.,  had  a  lib.  flounder  from  Teddington  on  Oct.  20. 
Lob  worm  was  the  bait. 


This  is  from  the  Moniiug  Leader  :  "  A  coroner's  jury 
at  West  Mailing,  Kent,  has  returned  a  verdict  of  death 
from  natural  causes  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Andrew  King, 
a  well-known  local  jeweller.  On  Sunday  last  he  was 
spinning  for  pike  in  the  Medway,  andon  meeting  a  friend 
stopped  to  relate  an  amusing  experience  he  had  had  with 
live  bait.  He  laughed  heartily  and  suddenly  fell  dead. 
A  post-mortem  showed  that  Mr.  King's  heart  was  five 
times  the  normal  size  and  larger  than  tliatof  a  bullock. 
Death,  it  was  stated,  )esulted  from  heart  disease." 
This  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  those  who  are  fond  of 
relating  "  experiences." 


The  Mick  was  in  trouble.  "  What  do  you  mean  by 
it,"  cried  his  irate  employer.  "Explain  yourself, 
sir."  "  Sure,  sir,"  replied  the  Mick,  "I  can't  explain 
it  at  all — but  I  wasn't  drunk,  sir."  "  Who  the  dickens 
said  you  were,"  roared  the  other.  "Nobody,"  said 
Mick,  "only  I  usually  am  about  that  time,  that's  all." 


"One  anxious  to  know,"  asks  : — "Dear  sir,— In  your 
last  issue  I  note  that  there  is  a  competition  to  take 
place  at  Richmond,  promoted  by  Mr.  B.  Abrahams, 


Can  you  inform  me,  through  your  valuable  paper, 
what  the  competition  is  for,  or  what,  or  who  is  to 
benefit  thereby?  I  cannot  quite  understand  it,  nor 
more  can  a  good  many  anglers.  Trusting  you  will 
favour  me  with  the  insertion  of  this  and  also  reply, 
yours  truly,  B.  E."  [We  have  pleasure  in  inserting 
your  (luery,  but  cannot  say  for  whose  benefit  the 
competition  is  being  organised.] 


Mr.  Macqueen  is  publishing  at  the  end  of  this 
month  another  volume  of  "The  Life  of  the  People 
Series."  This  time  it  is  "The  Autol)iography  of  a 
Poacher,"  and  like  the  first  volume  of  the  series, 
"  The  Autobiography  of  a  Charwoman,"  it  has  been 
taken  down  almost  verbatim  from  the  lips  of  the 
chief  character.  His  life  was  full  of  hair-ljreadth 
escapes.  When  the  landowners  couldn't  muzzle  him 
otherwise,  they  made  him  a  gamekeeper.  Then  he 
was  constantly  engaged  in  desperate  battles  with 
other  poachers,  formerly  his  comrades.  Every  country 
gentleman,  farmer,  and  gamekeeper  should  read  this 
book.  It  is  full  of  practical  hints  on  sport,  shrewd 
observations  about  deer,  pheasants,  rabbits,  hares,  and 
salmon,  and  every  beast  a  gamekeeper,  or  poacher, 
must  keep  an  eye  on. 


Mr.  C.  'Chaplais  writes  :  "  The  Thames  Anglers, 
Defence  League,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim  Crescent' 
Notting  Hill,  will  hold  a  meeting  at  headquarters  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  Oct.  29.  Chair  taken  at  9  p.m. 
by  P.  Vennell,  Esq.  Members  of  committee  are  asked 
to  attend,  as  there  will  be  important  business  to 
transact." 


Whilst  fishing  in  the  waters  of  the  Wolverhampton 
Angling  Association  on  Thursday  (Oct.  10),  at  Whiston 
Brook,  Penkridge,  Mr.  Reuben  Chambers,  a  member 
of  the  club,  captured  a  chub  weighing  51b.,  which  is 
the  largest  taken  from  these  waters  during  the  history 
of  the  club.  About  two  months  ago  the  same  angler 
caught  one  of  4^-lb.,  which  up  to  then  had  been  the 
largest  taken  from  the  brook.  Both  specimens  have 
been  sent  to  the  taxidermist  for  preservation. 


Mr.  J.  W.  SouDY,  fishing  off  Beaohy  Head  (East- 
bourne) recently,  with  rod  and  line,  captured  thirty- 
six  bass,  weighing  381b.  The  best  fish  were  3 Jib., 
2^1b.,  2ilb.,  21b.,  and  iflb.  The  lure  was  the  arti- 
ficial sand-eel.  This,  I  believe,  is  a  record  catch  for 
Eastbourne. 


"  C.  H.  W."  quotes  from  the  Globe  as  follows  :  "  An 
entertaining  state  of  affairs  exists  at  the  Queen's  Mere, 
Wimbledon.  Some  time  ago  it  was  stocked  with  trout, 
and  since  then  anglers  have  been  allowed  to  try  their 
skill  at  the  rate  of  6s.  6d.  per  diem,  with  the  restriction 
that  not  more  than  two  fish  shall  be  kept.  It  has  just 
be  drained,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  American  weed,  and 
a  large  crowd  collected  to  see  the  fish  floundering 
about.  The  result  of  the  drag  was  one  lautern-jawed 
fish,  weighing  2|lb.  The. patient  anglers  who  solemnly 
paid  down  their  daily  63.  Gd.  are  thus  placed  in  the 
position  of  Simple  Simon." 


The  Queen's  Mere  anglers  appear  to  have  been 
better  off  than  the  gentleman  of  the  nursery  rhyme, 
for  they  had  certainly  more  than  a  "  mother's  pailful  " 
of  water  to  fish  in,  and  there  was,  at  any  rate,  one  fish 
that  might  have  been  caught.  Try  the  Thames,  ye 
Wimbledonian  sportsmen.  I  recently  made  some 
enquiries  respecting  another. water  that  can  be  fished 
by  payment,  and  was  advised  to  fish  a  water-butt  in 
preference  ;  second  thoughts  almost  prompt  me  to  fish 
Queen's  Mere. 


A  FRIEND — yes,  that's  all  right— said  he  felt  as 
though  he  would  like  to  "  lay  "  in  bed  all  day.  Another 
"friend"  took  him  to  task,  and  gave  him  a  little 
lecture  on  "  lay  "  and  "lie."  Now,  I'll  "lay"  any- 
thing that  that  angler  can  "lie"  without  being 
lectured.    Plere  is  the  lecture  : — 

(Licgan  :  "  to  lie." 
Lecgan:  "to  lay" — a  causativa  or 
causal  of  "  to  lie." 
To  lie  is  to  oceiifii/  a  horizontal  (or  reclining)  position; 

to  rest  lengthwise  on  a  surface. 
To  lay  is  tu  2'laee  one's  self  in  the  lying  position 

[that  is,  to  ri(//,s('  to  lie]. 
We  lay  ei  thing  down  :  the  thing  itself  lies  down. 
To  lay  one's  self  down  is  to  perform  the  act  of 
throwing  or  placing  the  body  in  a  recumbent 
position ;  to  remain  in  that  position  is  to  lie. 
Summarily:  To  lay  is  to  perform  the  act  of  placing; 
to  LIB  is  to  remain  in  the  attitude  in  which  we 
are  placed. 

Landlord  of  Table  d'hote  :  "  Well,  sir,  how  did  you 
like  the  dinner  we  gave  you  to-day  ?  "  "  Oh,  not  so 
ill ;  and  if  only  the  fowls  had  been  as  young  as  the 
claret,  and  the  claret  as  old  as  the  fowls,  the  dinner 
would  have  been  all  good  together,",  Dragnet. 
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Pfoviueial  flfigling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morvmg. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  1  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  con- 
tinues to  do  good  work.  At  the  committee  meeting 
held  last  week  the  secretary  reported  that  he  had  paid 
a  death  claim,  and  that  a  case  had  been  investigated 
in  which  one  of  the  members  of  the  St.  John's  Club 
required  assistance.  The  report  went  to  show  that 
the  case  was  a  deserving  one,  and  the  committee  made 
a  grant  of  one  guinea.  A  number  of  new  members 
have  lately  joined  the  society.  In  one  instance  the 
Oldbury  Society  sent  in  over  twenty  new  members,  and 
a  number  of  other  clubs  also  sent  in  lists  of  new  mem- 
bers. The  Gun  Society  fished  a  bye  contest  on  Oct.  20  in 
the  Canal  near  to  Alrewas.  Nearly  one  hundred 
members  competed  for  a  valuable  collection  of  prizes. 
The  contest  was  of  three  hours'  duration.  After  the 
weighing  in,  Mr.  W.  Gorman  was  returned  the  winner, 
with  lib.  loz. ;  Mr.  G.  Felton,  2nd ;  Mr.  C.  Brown, 
3rd  ;  Mr.  H.  Thompson,  4th  ;  and  Mr.  H.  Holmes,  5th. 
Forty-three  members  weighed  in  fish.  The  prizes  will 
be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  next  at  the  club- 
house, Bath-street.  The  St.  George's  and  Tenby 
societies  combined  fished  a  bye  contest  on  Oct.  20  in 
the  river  Anker,  at  Tamworth,  when  about  fifty 
members  competed  in  a  two  hours'  contest ; 
no  fish  under  2oz.  to  be  weighed  in.  The  river  was 
very  low  and  clear,  and  as  a  consequence  sport 
was  very  poor ;  only  two  members  weighed  in  fish — 
namely,  Messrs.  Tallis  and  Brown,  who  took  first  and 
second  prizes.  After  the  contest  the  members  went  in 
for  pike  fishing  and  succeeded  in  taking  a  few  small 
fish  up  to  about  41b.  each.  All  our  rivers  are  in  decent 
condition;  pike  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  but  no 
large  fish  have  been  taken,  the  largest  from  the  Trent 
near  to  us  has  been  one  fish  about  71b.,  but 
a  number  of  small  ones  have  been  taken.  On 
the  Avon  near  to  Wyre  some  good  fish  have 
been  had  from  the  deep  waters.  Some  few  have 
been  taken  from  the  Severn  near  Hampton  Lode  and 
Arley.  Eoach  fishing  during  midday  has  been  good 
on  the  Severn,  paste  being  the  best  bait  now  used. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Avon  with 
the  stewed  wheat.  Perch  fishing  has  been  fair,  but 
the  bream  are  now  off  the  feed.  Chub  fishing  on  the 
Severn  with  the  blood  and  brains  has  been  very 
decent.  We  are  having  cold  nights  and  mornings  with 
fog,  but  during  midday  the  weather  has  been  dry  and 
bright. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  rain  which  fell  last  week  has  improved 
the  Fen  waters,  and  roach  fishing,  which  had  been 
"off"  for  some  time,  is  now  "looking  up."  The 
tributaries  of  the  Witham  are  fishing  better  than  the 
main  stream,  and  some  excellent  lots  of  red  fins  have 
been  captured  in  the  Hobhole  and  South  Forty-foot 
drains.  Bream  are  still  being  caught  on  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Witham,  but  they  are  not  so  sportive 
now  as  they  were  ten  days  ago.  Tench,  however, 
continue  to  offer  remarkable  sport,  and  many  fish 
have  been  taken  weighing  up  to  31b.  apiece.  Welland 
anglers  are  having  a  good  time  in  the  Deeping  district. 
Most  of  the  local  rods  have  done  well  of  late,  and 
nearly  all  branches  of  the  sport  have  been  remunerative. 
Pike  fishing  is  far  more  general  now  than  it  was  a 
fortnight  ago.'  Some  excellent  specimens  have  been 
landed  from  the  Forty-foot.  A  brace  from  the  Hubbert's 
Bridge  district  weighed  close  upon  201b.,  and  two  more 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Donington  scaled  71b.  and 
51b.  respectively.  These  are  the  best  for  enumeration. 
Another  competition  took  place  on  the  Witham  at 
Kirkstead  on  Monday,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
.  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  when  the 
"Joe  Short  Shield"  was  fished  for.  No  less  than 
seventy-three  teams  paid  the  entrance  fee,  and  the 
teams  included  anglers  from  Lincoln,  Chesterfield, 
Wigan,  and  other  northern  towns,  in  addition  to  a 
large  number  from  Sheffield.  Fine  weather  favoured 
the  proceedings,  and  some  capital  sport  was  obtained. 
The  shield,  which  is  valued  at  twenty-five  guineas, 
was  carried  ofi  by  Mr.  W.  Wainwright's  team,  which 
included  Messrs.  R.  Spill,  41b.  6Joz. ;  W.  Deansfield, 
31b.  15Joz. ;  J.  Bowler,  31b. ;  W.  Wainwright,  lib. 
14Joz. ;  total,  131b.  4ioz.,  each  of  whom  received  a 
gold  medal.  Mr.  Joe  Lee's  team  was  the  runner-up 
with  101b.  14Joz.,  and  each  member  received  a  silver 
medal  with  gold  centre.  In  addition  to  the  shield 
and  medals,  prize  money  to  the  amoimt  of  £20  was 
given  for  the  best  individual  catches.  The  first  six 
prizes  were  carried  ofi  by  Sheffielders,  Mr.  B,.  Spill 
taking  the  premier  prize  of  £4  with  his  catch  of 
41b.  6|oz. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  of  our  local  societies  have  wound  up  their 
match  fishing  season  during  the  past  week  or  so, 
amongst  which  the  East  Hull  anglers  visited  Brigg 
and  fished  the  river  Ancholme,  but  only  participated 


in  poor  sport,  the  best  fish  being  a  flounder  of 
15^oz. ;  and  the  first  three  winners  Mr.  E.  Fisher 
with  lib.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  T.  Galbraith,  lib.  2Joz. ; 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  lib.  lioz. ;  but  the 
Albion  Angling  Association,  fishing  a  match  at  the 
same  place,  did  much  better— that  is  so  far  as  the 
first  prize  winner  (Mr.  T.  Lawson)  was  concerned,  for 
he  weighed  in  41b.  6oz.  of  roach,  including  one  that 
scaled  lib. ;  yet  the  other  prizes  were  taken  with  only 
a  few  ounces  each,  whilst  the  Hull  Town  Associa- 
tion wound  up  their  season  on  the  river  Ludd  at 
Firebeacon,  and  participated  in  .some  splendid  sport, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Clarkson  weighing  in  151b.  5oz.  for 
first  prize;  Mr.  W.  Scott,  111b.  4^02.;  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thompson,  91b.  7foz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Coleman,  71b.  8oz. ;  and 
the  other  competitors  had  also  fairly  good  catches. 
Some  very  good  roach  from  the  river  Hull  have 
been  shown  at  the  various  club  houses  in  the  city 
during  the  past  week,  consisting  of  bream  up  to 
2^1b.,  and  roach  up  to  lib.  3oz.,  the  latter 
being  taken  on  Swinemoor  by  Mr.  Witty;  Messrs. 
Drury,  Foote,  and  Culkin  have  also  had  roach  of 
lib.  2oz.  each,  and  Mr.  Fred  Charlton  took  a  roach  at 
Weel  Ferry,  in  the  River  Hull  Club's  match,  that 
scaled  lib.  4Joz.,  the  prize-winners  being  Mr.  F. 
Charlton,  first,  with  31b.  If  oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  Barley,  second, 
with  lib.  12Joz. — At  the  Stone  Ferry  Starr  Angling 
Society's  match,  which  took  place  at  Wawne  on  Oct.  12, 
Messrs.  L.  Linsley,  A.  Hayes,  and  F.  Hattersley  took 
the  first  three  prizes.  Messrs.  J.  W.  Thompson  and 
T.  Galbraith  tie  for  the  East  Hull's  Association  gold 
medal  for  this  season  ;  and  the  Stoneferry  Angling 
Society's  medal  has  been  "  fished  off  "  for  by  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Cox  and  F.  Young,  Mr.  Cox  winning  by  6|oz. 
The  weights  being.  Cox,  lib.  4|oz. ;  and  Young,  14oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Naturally  with  the  close  of  the  trout  season,  and 
the  termination  of  the  usual  fixtures,  club  news  is  not 
so  much  in  evidence  as  for  the  past  four  months. 
There  is  however  much  more  doing  amongst  individuals 
and  would  be  more  if  the  weather  was  more  settled. 
Several  items  notified  for  decision  last  week-end  have 
not  been  reported  on.  The  Widnes  Angling  Society 
were  due  at  Little  Budworth,  the  Beswick  and 
Cricketers  Angling  Societies  were  due  at  High 
Lane  to  fish  an  inter-club  contest  and  the 
Robin  Hood  and  Clifton  Arms  Angling  Societies,  both 
of  Clifton,  were  to  have  been  similarly  engaged  at 
Worsley,  and  the  question  is  were  these  events  decided  ? 
Late  fixtures  all  over  the  district  have  proved  any- 
thing but  successful,  so  for  the  future  perhaps  Septem- 
ber will  finish  the  match  fishing  season.  A  report 
from  the  Bollin  speaks  of  that  river  as  fishing  well ; 
some  good  catches  of  roach,  pike,  and  perch  and 
one  rainbow  trout  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Cooper.  The 
pike  should  all  be  got  out  if  possible.  The 
Lune  and  its  tributaries  have  been  in  much  better 
order  and  still  are  in  that  happy  condition.  Several 
good  salmon  have  been  taken  from  these  streams. 
Both  the  Ribble  and  Wyre  are  improved  by  recent 
rains  and  from  the  latter  some  nice  coarse  fish  have 
been  taken.  Coarse  fish  are  reported  plentiful  in  the 
Ribble,  but  as  this  river  is  now  closed  altogether 
many  a  coarse  fisher  is  prevented  from  enjoying  him- 
self. How  long  this  is  to  last  is  not  known,  but  now 
that  we  have  funds  and  willing  victims  for  test  cases 
by  all  means  let  us  have  the  question  settled.  Coarse 
fish  are  regularly  destroyed  in  the  interest  of  trout 
fishers,  but  a  coarse  fisher  must  not  take  one  anyhow. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Gorton  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Northwich 
to-morrow  to  fish  their  closing  match  of  the  season, 
a  season  which  has  been  marked  by  success  and  enjoy- 
ment. Monday,  Nov.  4,  is  the  date  fixed  for  the 
presentation  of  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  to 
the  Duchy  Angling  Society,  Pendleton.  The  pro- 
ceedings will  be  public,  and  anglers  desirous  of  being 
present  are  cordially  invited  to  the  Duchy  Inn. 
Brindle  Heath  -  road,  Pendleton,  on  that  date, 
The  Ardwick  Angling  Society  visited  High  Lane 
last  Sunday,  and  fished  their  concluding  fixture 
in  fine  weather,  but  only  met  with  moderate  sport. 
The  following  took  prizes  : — Messrs.  Amos  Turner,  R. 
Smith,  J.  Nevitt,  J.  Mitchell,  T.  Swann,  J.  Newton, 
J.  Hilton,  and  J.  Wild.  A  special  for  the  largest 
fish  in  the  three  matches  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Bryant. 
The  specimen  English  carp  now  at  their  headquarters 
is  daily  admired  by  crowds  of  interested  visitors,  and 
it  certainly  is  a  fine  case  to  hang  in  any  club  room. 
Intending  visitors  to  the  promised  social  promoted 
by  the  Thirty  Club  must  exercise  a  little  patience 
for  circumstances  unforeseen  have  occurred  which 
rendered  a  temporary  postponement  unavoidable. 
Our  well-known  city  rod,  Mr.  A.  C.  De  Boiuville,  has 
lately  been  creeling  some  more  prizes  with  his  crack 
dogs.  Several  valuable  trophies  (to  £25),  medals  of 
various  kinds,  championships,  etc.,  have  been  secured 
to  an  extent  beyond  the  limits  of  these  notes.  With 
the  presence  of  autumn  we  miss  the  usual  reports  of 
enormous  captures  of  pike  by  our  late  townsman, 
Mr.  Selk6,  from  Hornsea  Mere.  It  was  his  intention 
to  make  a  second  attempt  this  season  to  catch  1000 


pike  during  the  season,  but  his  sudden  death  removes 
all  chance  of  such  a  performance  by  one  of  our  city 
rods.  Tickets  for  the  Worsloy  Canal  Fishery  are  now 
being  sold  at  Is.  each.    They  expire  on  March  15, 1902. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  again  receded  to  almost  summer  level, 
and  anglers  frequenting  the  Shardlowand  King's  Mills 
reaches  have  met  with  exceptionally  good  sport 
amongst  pike,  one  of  the  best,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  West, 
weighing  lO.Jlb.  With  gentles  on  tlic  Burton  and  Shcl- 
ford  waters,  members  of  the  old  Sinkermakers'  Society 
in  our  city  have  creeled  no  end  of  very  fine  dace,  and 
from  the  opposite  bank  a  privileged  fisherman  hooked, 
with  the  trolling  bait,  a  handsome  pike  of  91b. 
Visitors  to  King's  Mills  and  the  section  above  have 
excelled  in  chub  fishing  with  greaves,  and  recently, 
through  weather  considerations,  votaries  of  the  clmb- 
bing  art  ought  to  excel  in  the  direction  indicated. 
Foggy  mornings  mean  good  sport  to  the  chubbists,  and 
even  when  the  brilliant  sunshine  intervenes  as  between 
dreary  morning  and  late  day  the  angler  should 
approach  his  quarry  at  a  long  distance,  say,  with  pith 
and  branis  and  greaves. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Angling  has  been  what  might  be  termed  rather 
slack  among  Sheffielders  recently,  and  doubtless  the 
continuance  of  the  somewhat  unfavourable  condition  of 
the  various  waters  has  had  much  to  do  with  this. 
The  Trent  continues  to  run  very  low,  consequently 
rnoderate  sport,  principally  with  chub,  dace,  and 
pike.  The  Witham  has  not  been  greatly  patronised, 
and  those  anglers  who  have  visited  its  banks 
have  met  with  varying  sport  among  the  roach; 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  Boston  waters. 
Another  "  team "  match  has  been  fished  at  Kirk- 
stead, this  being  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Amalga- 
mated Anglers'  Society  for  the  "  Joe  Short 
Shield."  There  were  seventy-three  teams,  of  four 
anglers  per  team,  competed.  The  teams  included 
anglers  from  Wigan,  Lincoln,  Chesterfield,  and  other 
towns.  A  Sheffield  team  hailing  from  the  Sportsman 
Inn,  Cambridge-street,  captained  by  W.  Wainwright, 
gained  the  cup,  and  each  man  a  gold  medal.  The 
total  weight  was  131b.  4|oz.  The  second  team,  also  a 
Sheffield  one,  weighed  in  101b.  14Joz.  In  addition  to 
the  cup  and  medals  prize  money  to  the  amount 
of  £20  was  given  for  the  best  individual  catches, 
and  R.  Spill,  of  Sheffield,  a  member  of  the  team, 
winning  the  cup,  came  out  first  with  41b.  5Joz.,  being 
closely  followed  by  a  member  of  the  second  team,  A. 
Robinson,  with  41b.  5oz.  The  lowest  catch  to  take  a 
prize  was  21b.  8^oz. — At  the  Industrial  Exhibition,  at 
the  Artillery  Drill  Hall,  there  is  a  capital  display  of 
stuffed  fish,  and  in  connection  prizes  are  given  for  the 
best  fish  weighed  in  each  Monday  night  by  local 
anglers. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  operations,  now  that  the  clubs  and  societies 
have  finished  their  seasons,  are  getting  quiet,  and 
there  is  little  to  record  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
among  local  Waltoniaus.  Grayling  prospects  are 
engaging  attention  in  many  quarters.  In  the  Svvalu 
at  Richmond,  Catterick,  and  further  down  stream 
by  Bolton  the  outlook  appears  to  be  excellent. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Northallerton 
County  Council  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
all  the  fish  in  the  river  Wiske  had  in  some  way  or 
other  been  poisoned,  and  Councillor  Richard  Booth 
said  he  had  sent  some  of  the  fish  away  for  analysis, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  County  Council  had  also 
taken  samples  of  water  for  the  same  purpose.  There 
were  hundreds  of  fish  lying  dead  in  the  Wiske, 
below  Northallerton.  He  said  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  move  a  resolution  as  to  the 
rural  council  taking  some  action  in  the  matter. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.G. 

10,175.    Preserving  food,  etc.     Patentees :  Mr.  L. 

Steele,  422,  Pitsmoor-road,  and  Mr.  S. 
Taylor,  247,  Pitsmoor-road,  Sheffield. 
Meat,  fish,  game,  fruit,  butter,  milk,  etc., 
are  preserved  in  a  safe  of  suitable  material, 
through  which  air  is  forced  by  a  blower, 
etc.,  or  drawn  by  an  exhauster,  the  air 
passing  when  required  through  a  vessel 
containing  ice,  etc.  When  the  blower  is 
used  the  air  escapes  up  a  shaft. 

19,303.  Mr.  Nils  Oluf  Christiansen,  4,  South-street, 
Finsbury.    Apparatus  for  use  in  angling. 

19,305.  Messrs.  Johnsen  &  Jorgensen,  Ltd.,  of  South- 
ampton-buildings. Improvements  in  or 
connected  with  floats  for  fishing  nets  or  the 
like. 

19,600,  Mr.  William  Guindon,  of  Chana^-v-lane. 
Improvements  in  fish-hooks. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHIN^G   QUARTERS,  &c. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINGSBBIDGE.  S.  DEVON- 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance, 
7s.  6  J.  per  day,  fri>ni  October  to  March, 
WEEK-DAY  FISHING  ijr  Pike,  Perch,  and 
Rudd,  including  boats  and  bait.  Free  to  Visitois. 
¥i\e  coaches  leave  the  hotel  dally. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

Pike,  18  inch.        I       Bream,  10  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.         |       Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        |       Gudgeon,  4  inch. 

Bottom  Fishing    per  day  1/0 

Jack  Fishing    „  2/6 

No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  estaWished  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  .Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
etc.— Address,  Proprietor. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambrldgrr. 


JAMES  OGDEN  ON  FLY-TYING. 


"This  most  useful  little  work  gives  very  clear 
Instructions  in  the  beautiful  art  of  artificial  fly- 
making,  as  well  as  much  other  practical  matter, 
by  a  master  hand  both  at  fly-tying  and  fish 
catching." — Fishing  Gazette. 

Can  be  had,  post  free,  by  sending  2/6  in  stamps 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limited, 
St.  Uunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  E.C. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  1L.ET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  miles 
from  Thames,  4^  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstrope  Farm,  Hambleden, 

Kr.  HENLET-ON-TllAMES. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike   and  Perch  Fishing  com- 
mences this  month  on  own  private 
Lalie  of  upwards  of  100  Acres. 

Punls,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES, 

and 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Tariff  on  Application. 

All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


Good  Lock-up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling-. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor, 


Swaq  Hotel,  Mm,  worceMre. 

HY.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


FREE  FISHING  for  Visitors  staying 
in  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


Splendid  TBO  UT  FISHING  in  LAKJE  and  BIVBBS. 
GOOD    BOATS    AND    STEADY  BOATMEN. 

EVERY  COMFORT  AND  ATTENTION  IN  THE  HOTEL  AT 
MOST  MODERATE  TERMS. 

Telegrams:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  vyrnwy." 
Post:  "HOTEL,  LAKE  VYKNWY,  via  OSWESTBY.'  STATION:  " LLANFYLLIN." 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  LLANDYSSIL,  S.  WALES. 

Two  and  a  Half  Miles  of  the  Telfy  FREE  TO  VISITORS. 

OTHER  WATER  BY  PERMISSION. 
ALL  NETS  ARE  TAKEN   UP  AT  END  OF  AUGUST. 

September  and  October  are  the  best  months  of  Salmon  lishing.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor 


Zvxitf) " 


ABOUT 


CDe  Connoisseur 


"It  was  announced  in  one  of  these 
'  Letters '  some  months  ago  that  a  new  art 
magazine,  the  Connoisseur,  was  to  he  pub- 
lished in  September,  whicli  would  supply  a 
want  that  was  much  and  had  been  long  felt. 
The  first  number  of  the  Cmnoisseur,  with  tlie 
magnihcent  reproduction  of  '  Miranda '  ])y 
Hoppner,  took  the  art  world  by  storm,  and 
was  sold  out  almost  at  once.  The  second 
number,  which  was  published  this  week,  is 
an  improvement  even  on  the  hrst.  The 
coloured  print  of  '  The  Farmer's  Htablc,'  by 
Morland,  is  a  reproduction  which  has  the 
highest  merit,  and  the  standard  throughout 
of  the  plates  and  engravings  is  far  above 
anything  of  the  kind  that  has  been 
seen  in  the  journalism  of  our  day." 


MONTHLY.      1/-  NET. 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited. 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

October  to  December  3L 

KEN  NET  "and  DUNN 

Four  Miles  (about). 

For  full  particulars  of  the  above,  anil  where  the 
ONLY  PLAN  of  tliese  WATERS  can  l)o  seen, 
oombine<l  with  reasonable  Tarilf,  api)ly  to 

THE  BEAR  HOTEL, 

HVXGMRFOUn,  ItEHKS. 
Vide  ABC  Railway  Guide.    TiCketS  2 /6  Daily 


OULTON  BROAD. 

COMMODORE  HOTEL. 

Very  quiet  and  comfortable  rooms, 
facing  the  Broad.  Anglers  should  put 
up  at  this  establishment.  Fishing-boats, 
bait  and  tackle  always  kept.  Thames 
skiffs  and  rowing  boats.  Small  establish- 
ment ;  small  expenses ;  therefore,  small 
charges.      STEBBINGS,  Proprietor. 


GOOD  FREE  FISHING 

(THREE  MILES1 

HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS, 

Nearest  Station,  St.  Ives. 

Comfortable  Quarters,  Every  Requisite 
Reasonable  Charges.    Wire  or  Write — 
  A.  SCARD. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing:  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton, 

LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 


FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT  and  PIKE 
FISHING.  —  Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  liis  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks  ;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cullin ;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Longh  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  Salmon 
and  Trout  Fishing.  New  bath-rooms  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Sub- 
scriber begs  to  announce  that  he  has  secured 
the  Right  of  2000  Acres  of  good  Shooting  con- 
venient to  Hotel. — For  further  particulars  apply 
to  the  Proprietor,  P.  Healy,  The  Anglers' 
Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


ALL  WHO  WISH  TO  KNOW 


WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 


Should  send  Is.  8(1.  in  stamps  to 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  &  Co.,  Ld.,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London, 
for  a  copy  of  the 

ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1901. 

Wliich  contains  information  on  the  following 
subjects : — Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing 
Stations  in  the  United  Kingdom  Africa, 
America,  Asia,  Europe,  Australasia  Ac.  ;  the 
Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod  Licenses  in  the 
United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary  form,  for 
entering  takes  of  fish,  &c.,  &c. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

E8T>  BLtSHUT) 


Established  1837. 
New  Books,  Old  Books,  Rare  Books. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "The  Pub- 
lishers' Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan  a 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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Cortesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


SALMON  FISHING  AT  EVANGER. 
Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Sandeman's  statement  that  "  Mr. 
Beyer  did  not  charge  £330  for  his  water,  nor  anything 
like  it,"  being  in  contradiction  to  what  I  wrote,  you 
will  doubtless  allow  me  to  give  my  authority. 

At  the  hearing  of  the  case,  Buckworth  v.  Beyer,  it 
was-  not  disputed  that  the  rent  paid  for  the  early 
fishing  in  1900  was  £180.  During  the  negotiations  for 
this  letting,  Beyer  wrote,  "  I  have  let  the  river  for  the 
period  Aug.  8  to  Sept.  7  for  £150." 

These  two  sums  make  up  the  £330  stated ;  and  even 
if,  as  is  likely,  much  of  it  had  to  be  refunded,  the  fact 
remains  that  this  rent  had  been  charged. 

I  leave  it  to  Mr.  Sandeman  and  his  proUgi  to  re- 
concile their  conflicting  statements,  and  I  wish  only 
to  remark  that,  be  the  explanation  what  it  may,  the 
system  adopted  in  this  river  letting  will  be  very  clearly 
understood  by  the  least  careful  of  your  readers. 

When  this  water  is  to  let,  applicants  are  referred  to 
"  Anglmg  Travels,"  where  they  find  glowing  accounts 
of  the  certainty  of  enjoying  fine  sport  on  a  certain 
pool,  etc.,  and  the  dealer  informs  them  that  a  hio-h 
rent  has  been  obtained  for  a  different  period.  ° 

On  the  taker  complaining,  Mr.  Sandeman  explains 
that  his  description  should  be  considered  as  historical 
the  pool  in  question  having  filled  up.  Also  he  boldly 
treats  as  absurd  the  rent  said  to  have  been  charged, 
heedless  that  it  is  Beyer,'  much  more  than  me,  that  he 
is  contradicting. 

To  no  one  could  the  obtaining  such  a  rent  as  £150 
for  a  mouth  of  the  poor  autumn  fishing  seem  so 
astounding  as  to  me,  seeing  that  for  my  water,  on 
which  the  catch  was  more  than  four  times  greater  than 
on  Beyer's,  I  only  asked  £30,  and  that  for  one  third 
longer  time.— Yours  truly,  Edwd.  Sturdy. 

"lASGAIR"  ON  THE  ISLA. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Incredulity  is  characteristic  of  my 
family.  The  association  with  anglers  had,  I  hoped 
removed  any  such  mental  obstruction  in  my  case  but 
"  lasgair's  "  report  of  his  doings,  all  of  a  suminer's 
afternoon  on  the  Isla  gives  me  pause-I  fear  a  relapse. 
After  waiting  through  weary  days  for  his  opportunity 
he  rushes  off  with  schoolboy's  alacrity  to  the  river 
putting  his  rod  together  "while  walking  down'' 
Arrived  at  the  bank  he  ties  on  "  that  most  excellent 
of  lures  m  spring,"  a  March  Brown;  then  the  fun 
begins  The  casts  which  he  makes  are  quite  frightful 
to  read  of—"  underhand  from  right  to  left,  or,  if  that 
won  t  do,  from  left  to  right,  backhanded."  Three  fish 
are  rising  close  to  one  another ;  one  of  them,  which  is 
"  alrnost  under  the  point  of  the  rod,"  is  "laid  out  on 
the  daisies  after  its  "  rushes  up  and  down  "  are  over 
As  we  might  have  expected  with  trout  No.  2  after  all 
the  rushing  about  of  No.  1,  no  amount  of  casting 
would  tempt  It  to  rise."  Trout  No.  3,  however 
which  was  lying  "  not  above  ten  yards  "  away,  was  less 
particular  and  after  sundry  alarums  and  excursions 
was  creeled.  And  so  the  game  went  on.  All  the 
trout  rose  to  the  "spring  lure,"  all  of  them  fastened 
and  were  brought  to  grass,  bar  that  wily  old  No  2 
and  another  lost  through  "  the  iron  "  giving  way 

There's  sport  for  you  !  Of  course  the  naughty  man 
stuck  to  It  instead  of  returning  to  the  business  which 
was  waiting  for  him.  How  satisfactory,  too,  to  learn 
that  he  was  pleased  with  his  afternoon,  that  no 
qualms  of  conscience  interfered  with  his  enioyment  of 
the  summer  evening's  beauties.  In  spite  of  the  season, 
marsh-mangolds,  as  well  as  daisies,  were  in  bloom  to 
delight  his  eyes,  and  the  bats  turned  out  before  sunset 
to  have  a  look  at  him. 

It  was  all  very  wonderful,  but  I  donH  believe  there's 
no  sich  trout— Yours  faithfully, 

Betsey  Prig's  Nephew. 

A  PUZZLED  EFT,  ETC. 

vvPr.f  ^''Irt  u^P^^  *°  ^-  L-'"  may  take  my 
word  that  the  fish  was  alive  right  enough,  and  if  he 
has  ever  watched  herons  take  down  eels  he  will  know 
what  I  mean.  It  takes  about  ten  minutes  with  a  3oz. 
eel.  The  effc  dare  not  let  the  fish  go  ;  no  doubt  it  did 
do  so  in  the  end.  It  must  have  been  a  tiny  perch,  roach 
tench,  rudd,  or  pike ;  I  cannot  say  which.-Yours 
  Old  Man. 

TO  PREVENT  PIKE  OR  OTHER  LINES 
KINKING. 

Dear  Sir, --Your  advice  as  to  preventing  lines 
kmking  would  be  much  appreciated.— Yours  truly 
Jewry-street,  E.G.  The  Lmk 

[We  presume  our  correspondent  refers  to  spinning. 
We  never  have  any  difficulty  when  using  a  trace  with 
Swt„V^!''n  '.,!''^^  oiled  and  a  Fishing^  Gazette  lead, 
L      }t  r^^'Slit  hangs  below  the  trace,  and  so 

forces  the  swivels  to  work.  Leads  which  allow  the 
line  to  pass  through,  them  like  pipe  leads  are  no  use 


in  preventing  a  spinning  line  kinking,  as  the  line 
turns  round  inside  them.  The  "Archer"  and  "Field 
leads  are  also  good. — Ed.] 


THE  "ALLCOCK  EYED  PERFECT  HOOKS." 
Dear  Sir,— I  am  sorry  to  hear  from  two  prominent 
London  firms  in  the  trade  that  the  "  Allcock  Eyed 
Perfect  Hooks"  are  not  yet  on  the  market  in  England; 
nevertheless,  I  have  obtained  some  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Martin's  establishment,  Place  de  la  Palud,  Lausanne. 
I  tried  these  hooks  during  last  season,  both  plain  and 
eyed,  and  found  them  light,  sharp,  and  strong;  indeed, 
I  should  feel  inclined  to  "use  none  other"  if  the 
shanks  were  a  very  little  longer,  affording  space  enough 
to  tie  a  shapely  fly  upon,  and  yet  not  quite  so  long  as 
the  Pennell  eyed  Limerick  ones.  Mr.  Henri  Martin, 
of  the  Lausanne  firm,  procures  anything  made  by 
S.  Allcock  &  Co.  if  not  in  their  stock,  which  is  an 
advantage  to  anglers  in  Switzerland,  where  local  post- 
age is  so  reasonable  and  replies  to  orders  are  promptly 
forwarded.— Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 
Switzerland. 


THAMES  FISHERY  RIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  read  with  the  utmost  interest  under 
the  heading  of  "Thames  Fishery  Rights"  your 
editorial  notes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  12,  and 
I  was  very  much  pleased  to  see  that  you  called 
attention  to  the  language  of  Lord  Justice  Bowen  in 
the  well-known  case  of  Blount  v.  Layard,  which 
language  was  afterwards  approved  and  adopted  by  Mr 
Justice  North  in  the  equally  well-known  case  of 
Smith  V.  Andrews  (L.  R.  1891,  2  Ch.,  678),  both  cases 
•being  fully  reported  at  the  time  in  the  authorised  Law 
Reports,  and  also  reported  and  commented  upon  by 
the  principal  fishing  and  other  London  papers  ;  and  I 
would  especially  call  attention  to  a  very  able  letter 
signed  by  Mr.  R.  Ellett,  solicitor  to  the  Thames 
Riparian  Association,  which  appeared  in  the  Field 
under  date  of  May  4,  re  Blount  v.  Layard. 

As  the  case  of  Palmer  v.  Andrews  is  sub  jiidice,  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  express  any  opinion  whatever  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  respective  parties  in  this  action, 
my  object  being  merely  to  call  attention  to  money 
being  found  by  the  public  to  aid  an  impecunious 
plaintiff  or  defendant. 

I  was  also  very  glad  that  you  referred  to  the  case  of 
Hargreaves  v.  Diddams  (L.  R.  10,  Q.  B.,  582).  The 
result  of  that  action  most  thoroughly  justified  (if  I 
may  say  so  without  presumption)  the  wisdom  of  Lord 
Justice  Bowen's  remarks  in  his  judgment  in  Blount  v 
Layard,  before  referred  to.  Before  that  action  was 
commenced,  I  was  fully  aware  of  all  the  circumstances 
connected  therewith,  having  been  for  many  years  on 
most  friendly  terms  with  both  the  plaintiff  and  the 
real  defendant  (Diddams  being  merely  a  keeper  in  the 
latter's  employ,  and  his  name  inserted  as  defendant 
by  arrangement  between  the  parties).  I  had  more 
than  one  conversation  with  them  on  the  subject,  and 
I  vvas  asked  by  one  to  act  for  him  in  the  contemplated 
action,  but  I  declined,  on  account  of  the  friendship 
that  existed  between  myself  and  both  parties.  The 
stretch  of  water,  the  subject  of  the  action,  had,  by  the 
sufferance  of  the  owner  (the  defendant),  been  for 
many  years  fished  by  the  public.  But  no  sooner  had 
a  claim  of  right  been  put  forward  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
judgment  given  against  him,  than  the  privileges 
previously  enjoyed  were  withdrawn,  and,  so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  no  person  has  since  fished  there,  except  by 
special  permission  of  the  owner  for  the  time  being  or 
by  payment. 

You,  sir,  and  no  doubt  many  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  may  have  seen  a  pamphlet  written  by  the 
late  Mr.  P.  E.  Dove,  a  barrister  who  had  made  the 
public  rights  in  rivers,  both  as  regards  fishing  and 
boating,  his  especial  study,  and  although  his  pamphlet 
is  entitled  "Public  Rights  in  Navigable  Rivers,"  I 
think  I  should  not  be  wrong  in  saying  that  it  advocates 
the  throwing  open  of  all  rivers,  whether  tidal  or  non- 
tidal,  navigable  or  non-navigable,  with  few,  if  any, 
exceptions  to  the  public,  and  in  like  manner  as  the 
highways  and  roads  are  now  used  by  them.  When  I 
come  presently  to  advert  to  the  report  of  the  meeting 
stated  to  have  been  held  on  Oct.  5,  on  the  subject  of 
the  fishing  rights  in  the  Thames,  the  account  of  which 
IS  also  given  in  your  issue  of  Oct.  12,  I  think  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  late  Mr.  Dove  has  found  an  apt  disciple 
m  Mr.  J.  F.  Walker,  if  that  gentleman  has  been 
correctly  reported  therein. 

The  principal  object,  however,  which  I  have  in 
writing  this  letter  is  to  ask  the  public  to  consider 
carefully  before  subscribing  whether  they  are  acting 
fairly  in  supplying  funds  to  enable  persons  who  have 
no  more  interest  in  the  matter  than  ordinary  in- 
dividuals to  attack  owners,  or  supposed  owners,  of 
rights  which  have  probably  been  enjoyed  by  them  and 
by  their  predecessors  in  title  for  centuries,  and  thus 
place  them  in  such  unequal  positions,  as  in  nine 
instances  out  of  ten  is  usually  the  case,  as  I  now  trust 
to  show. 

The  course  commonly  adopted  in  such  matters  is 
that  the  owner,  finding  that  his  rights  have  been 
infringed,  brings  the  offender  before  the'  magistrates. 


The  defendant  then  almost  invariably  sets  up  the 
question  of  "  title,"  and  if  he  is  successful  (not  a  very 
difficult  matter)  in  persuading  the  magistrates  that 
the  objection  raised  is  bond  Jidr,  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  bench  is  ousted.  The  owner  must  then  either 
quietly  sit  down  under  the  injury  done  to  him,  or 
must  take  proceedings  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
against  the  offender,  entailing  upon  himself  by  bo 
doing  endless  trouble  and  expense,  amounting  often 
to  thousands  of  pounds.  The  defendant  is  very  fre- 
quently a  man  of  small  or  of  no  means,  who  has  been 
made  a  defendant  most  probably  on  that  very  account. 
An  appeal  is  then  made  to  the  public  for  money  to  aid 
the  defendant  in  supporting  his  case  on  the  trial,  and 
I  regret  to  say  that  this  assistance  is  often  given  by 
the  community  without  a  thought  of  the  injustice 
they  are  inflicting  on  the  plaintiff,  or  still  more  often 
by  a  section  of  the  public  who  are  not  unwilling  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  chance  of  free  firhing  or  boat- 
ing in  the  event  of  the  owner  being  unable,  from  some 
one  or  other  of  the  causes  which  I  am  about  to  name, 
to  substantiate  his  title.  I  should  like  to  repeat  here 
that  all  the  remarks  in  this  letter  are  made  wholly 
without  reference  to  any  pending  litigation,  but  merely 
as  a  statement  of  the  course  usually  adopted  in  such 
matters. 

It  should  be  stated  here  that  the  difference  of  the 
position  of  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  is  very  marked, 
and  will  be  appreciated  if  the  following  remarks  are 
kept  in  mind.  The  defendant  has  simply  in  effect  to 
sit  still  and  throw  the  onus  of  strictly  proving  his 
alleged  rights  on  the  plaintiff.  How  onerous  a 
burthen  this  may  be  will  be  evident  when  I  state  that 
although  he  may  have  an  absolutely  unimpeachable 
"paper  title"  (that  is  to  say,  a  title  shown  by  his 
deeds  and  dbcuments),  he  will  yet  fail  in  his  action  if 
he  is  not  able  to  prove  by  his  evidence  actual  "user" 
of  such  rights  for  a  sufficient  period  to  maintain  them, 
which  it  is  very  frequently  almost,  if  not  wholly, 
impossible  for  him  to  do.  The  difficulty  as  to  proof 
of  user  generally  arises  from  one  or  other  of  the 
following  causes  :  The  owner  of  the  rights  claimed,  or 
some  predecessor  in  title,  may  not  have  been  a  keen 
fisherman  or  boating  man,  and  he  may  not  therefore 
have  taken  the  necessary  precautions  to  safeguard  his 
rights.  Or  he  may  be  a  kind-hearted  and  generous 
man,  desirous  of  living  on  friendly  terms  with  his 
neighbours,  and  has  allowed  them  to  take  advantage 
of  his  kindness  and  to  fish  or  boat  without  objection. 
Or  it  may  be  that  unless  the  ovraer  is  a  rich  man,  of 
large  means,  he  has  been  unwilling  to  embark  on  an 
expensive  and  worrying  litigation  in  order  to  maintain 
rights  which,  although  essential  to  the  quiet  enjoy- 
ment of  his  property,  are  of  less  pecuniary  value  than 
the  sum  he  may  have  to  pay  in  defending  them  if  he 
should  embark  on  litigation. 

I  may  say  that  an  instance  of  such  rights  being  lost  ' 
came  under  my  notice  not  long  since.  The  owner  of 
the  rights  was  member  of  parliament  for  the  district 
of  the  county  in  which  he  resided,  and  in  which  his 
property  was  situate.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that 
his  rights  were  being  constantly  infringed,  but  not 
wishing  to  get  into  confiict  with  his  constituents,  or 
deprive  them  of  their  sport,  he  winked  at  what  was 
going  on,  and  neglected  also  the  performance  of  the 
necessary  acts  of  user. 

During  my  experience  I  have  had  on  several  occa- 
sions to  maintain,  or  endeavour  to  maintain,  the 
rights  of  owners,  both  as  to  fishing  and  boating,  and 
I  have  done  so  successfully  and  unsuccessfully ;  but 
in  every  case  where  I  have  failed  it  has  been  owing 
(notwithstanding  the  paper  title  being  perfect)  to  the 
owner,  for  some  one  or  other  of  the  reasons  before 
given,  not  having  been  careful  to  maintain  the  rights 
by  user.  ° 

I  have  before  referred  to  remarks  of  Mr.  Walker 
made  at  the  meeting,  in  which  he  said  "  in  his  opinion, 
considering  the  advantages  of  angling  for  recreation 
and  health  to  dwellers  in  large  cities,  the  rights  of 
riparian  owners  should  be  swept  away"  ;  a  sentiment 
which,  if  the  report  be  correct,  was  received  with 
laughter  and  cheers.  Further  comment  would  be 
superfluous.  I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Lumley  (the  solicitor  instructed  to 
defend  the  case  in  connection  with  which  the  meeting 
was  held),  from  the  report  of  which  I  gather  that  he, 
after  announcing  that  more  messages  of  sympathy 
had  been  received,  said  "the  plaintiff  had  a  long 
purse,  and  in  order  to  meet  him  on  even  terms  the 
committee  should  be  furnished  with  a  purse  practi- 
cally of  the  same  length." 

But  does  the  fact  of  money  being  subscribed  by  the 
public  under  such  circumstances  put  the  parties  in  an 
equal  position  ?  Let  us  test  it  thus  :  The  plaintiff, 
after  proving  probably  his  paper  title,  fails  as  to  user' 
with  the  result  that  he  loses  not  only  what  were— 
once,  at  all  events — his  imdoubted  rights,  but  has  in 
addition  to  the  injury  inflicted  on  him,  to  bear  not 
only  the  entire  costs  of  the  action,  but  also  to  defray 
the  taxed  costs  of  the  defendant  (including  solicitor 
counsel,  and  witnesses'  fees),  who  has  probably  never 
paid  a  shilling  out  of  his  own  pocket  and  who,  after 
the  extra  costs  as  between  solicitor  and  client  have 
been  paid  with  the  money  subscribed  by  the  public, 


292 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


October  26,  1901 


win  very  likely  receive  a  testimonial  for  having  thus 
deprived  the  true  owner  of  his  property. 

But  now  let  us  see  what  will  happen  in  the  event  of 
the  plaintiS  being  able  to  prove  his  "  paper  title  "  and 
the  necessary  acts  of  "  user,"  and  therefore  obtains  a 
judgment  in  his  favour,  entitling  him  to  receive  from 
the  defendant  his  taxed  costs,  which  on  payment 
would  leave  a  large  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff 
to  his  solicitor,  as  the  difference  between  solicitor  and 
client's  costs.  But  this  is  not  all  the  hardships  on  the 
plaintifi.  It  is  true  he  has  obtained  a  judgment  in 
his  favour,  entitling  him  to  receive  his  taxed  costs,  but 
it  is  almost  certain  that  he  will  not  receive  a  penny- 
piece,  as  the  defendant,  being  a  man  of  straw,  cannot 
pay,  and  the  public,  who  by  their  generosity  have 
put  it  into  the  power  of  the  defendant  to  attack  and 
harass  the  plaintiff,  are  in  noiway  legally  liable.  It 
may  be  that  there  are  means  whereby,  under  similar 
circumstances  to  those  I  have  attempted  to  describe, 
an  order  could  be  obtained  for  the  defendant  to  give 
security  for  costs,  but  if  this  be  so  I  can  only  say  that 
no  such  order  has  ever  come  to  my  notice.  I  have  not 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  Mr.  Lumley,  but  I  can  only 
say  that  if  this  is  his  idea  of  putting  the  parties  on  an 
equality,  I  entirely  differ  from  him,  and  I  earnestly 
hope  that  any  member  of  the  public  who  reads  this 
letter  will  agree  with  me.  I  apologise  to  you  for  the 
length  of  this  letter,  and  regret  that  circumstances 
prevented  my  sending  it  to  you  earlier. — Yours  truly, 

Oct.  16,  1901.  H.  G.  G. 


COARSE  PISH  SPAWN  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Deae  Sir, — May  I,  in  all  humility,  suggest  that  the 
subject  of  my  former  note  is  of  sufficient  interest  to 
deserve  something  better  than  a  jocular  dismissal. 

Even  the  veriest  ignoramus  of  us  all  could,  I  hope, 
readily  distinguish  between  devoured  spawn  and 
spawn  normally  and  well  developed,  as  was  that  in 
the  fish  I  examined.  Some  of  these  could  fairly  be 
described  as  gravid,  and  with  reference  to  the  letter  of 
"H.  0.  D.,"  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  spawn 
could  be  retained  until  May  or  June  next. 

The  proclivities  of  fish  for  fish  spawn  are,  of  course, 
well-known,  but  spawn  which  has  been  swallowed 
does  not,  I  take  it,  re-assume  the  normal  shape  and 
appearance  of  unshed  spawn.  Nor  does  it  appear  how 
such  spawn  can  be  available  for  gorging  purposes  in 
the  first  week  of  September.  The  stream  referred  to  is 
a  purely  "coarse  fish"  stream,  with  an  insignificant 
sprinkling  of  imported  yellow  trout.  "Coarse"  spawn 
deposited  last  May  or  June  would  certainly  not  be  so 
available,  and  trout  spawn  is  not  usually  to  be  had  so 
early. 

I  much  regret  that  I  had  no  facilities  at  the  time 
for  submitting  specimens,  but  none  the  less  this 
normal  development  of  spawn  at  an  abnormal  season 
is,  I  think,  worth  further  discussion  and  elucidation. 
— Yours  truly,  Ignoeamus. 

FISH  FULL  OP  SPAWN. 
Deae  Sie, — "  Ignoramus  "  is  not  such  an  ignoramus 
as  some  might  suppose  when  he  writes  of  fish  being 
full  of  spawn  at  the  present  time.  I  have  the  spawn 
of  most  varieties  of  fish  preserved,  and  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  notes  and  dissecting  fish  when  any- 
thing out  of  the  ordinary  occurs.  On  Slonday  (Oct.  14), 
amongst  many  others,  was  a  dace  weighed  in  at  the 
Piscatorial  Club  room,  7oz.  2  shots  (these  latter  twelve 
to  the  ^oz.).  This  dace  I  took  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  its  teeth,  and  on  opening  it  was  surprised 
at  the  development  of  the  ova,  and  taking  out  the  two 
lobes  their  weight  was  loz.  9  shots,  or  nearly  a  sixth 
of  the  weight  of  the  fish.  This  was  seen  by  many  of 
the  most  experienced  Newark  anglers,  and  the  general 
opinion  expressed  was  that  never  before  had  they 
seen  dace  ova  in  such  a  condition  during  October. 
"  H.  O.  D."  says  :  "  What  '  Ignoramus  '  might  consider 
spawn  fully  developed  in  September  would  probably 
be  about  a  third  of  what  it  would  be  next  March  or 
April."  Does  he  suggest  that  the  dace  I  opened  would 
have  contained  nearly  3f  oz.  at  that  time  ? — Yours 
faithfully,  "  Teentsidee." 


LOUGHS  CORRIB  AND  MASK. 
Deae  Sie. — I  entirely  agree  with  John  Bicker- 
dyke  that  both  the  above-named  lakes  afford  an 
unlimited  amount  of  excellent  free  fishing.  I  also 
agree  with  him  that  "it  is  not  profitable  to  draw 
comparisons  between  them."  But  this  is  exactly 
what  the  local  correspondents  have  been  doing  of  late 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  log-rollers  on  the  upper 
waters  have  done  their  best,  and  their  worst,  to  make 
it  appear  that  the  Oughterard  fishing  was  ruined  by 
the  cross-liners.  I  know  this  to  be  false,  and  I  also 
know  the  many  advantages  which  Oughterard 
possesses  to  men  who  can  ill-afford  a  car  drive  to  and 
from  their  fishing.  So  far  as  the  natural  beauties  of 
these  loughs  are  concerned,  the  Oughterard  station 
compares  favourably  with  any  other  in  this  watershed. 
All  practical  anglers  will  appreciate  the  advantages  of 
being  bedded  and  boarded  on  the  banks  of  the  water 
you  are  fishing.  If  you  go  to  Lough  Mask  there  is 
the  nuisance  and  expense  of  driving  to  and  fro  night 


and  morning,  which  yields  no  corresponding  results, 
so  far  as  sport  is  concerned.  Oughterard  has  suffered 
from  the  want  of  being  better  known  to  English 
fishermen,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  this  correspondence 
is  bringing  the  place  and  its  fishing  into  prominence. 

Just  one  word  about  the  "  Wiry  Scot."  I  used  that 
description  as  being  itypical  of  ihis  untiring  energy 
and  zeal;  and  I  believe  him  to  be  "wily,"  too,  when 
on  the  track  of  poa.chers. 

Personally,  I  have  no  faith  -in  what  John  Bicker- 
dyke  calls  local  preservation  funds,  to  which  con- 
fiding Saxons  are  asked  to  subscribe.  In  some  cases 
they  are  made  to  so  contribute  as  a  condition  prece- 
dent to  fishing,  and  such  contributions  form  a 
regular  source  of  income  for  the  "  preservers."  These 
remarks  apply  to  a  good  many  fishing  stations  in 
Ireland  other  than  those  of  Galway. — Yours  truly, 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

LOUGHS  CORRIB  AND  MASK. 

Deae  Sie, — I  have  just  read  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Bickerdyke 
relating  to  the  above  loughs. 

I  only  left  Clonbur  a  week  ago,  having  resided  there 
for  the  last  ten  months  with  a  view  to  fishing  and 
becoming  thoroughly  acquainted  with  Loughs  Masls: 
and  Corrib.  These  two  loughs  are  about  four  miles 
apart,  and  Clonbur  (a  village)  is  situated  between 
them,  and  consequently  the  best  fishing  centre.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  local  people,  the  resident  gentry, 
and  I  may  say  nearly  all  the  visitors  who  go  to 
Clonbur,  Lough  Mask  is  incomparably  the  best  lake  of 
the  two.  Cross-lining  is  openly  carried  on  at  Lough 
Corrib.  Three  weeks  before  I  left  I  watched  eight 
boats  working  together  for  some  hours  one  afternoon, 
practically  scouring  the  whole  top  end  of  the  lake,  and 
searching  round  all  the  numerous  islands  and  shallows 
in  that  part.  On  the  contrary,  cross-lining  is  at  present 
unknown  on  Lough  Mask.  Certainly  there  is  occa- 
sional netting  in  some  parts  of  the  lough,  but  that  is 
being  quickly  put  a  stop  to.  The  moving  spirit  is  Mr. 
J.  Joyce,  of  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur,  and  he 
certainly  deserves  encouragement  from  anglers  fishing 
there.  Assisted  by  some  of  the  boatmen,  he  made  a 
haul  of  nine  large  nets  one  night  early  this  season, 
and  this  seems  to  have  had  a  depressing  effect  on 
other  owners  of  nets  (all  of  whom  are  known),  as  very 
little  more  poaching  was  done.  As  to  the  fishing,  far 
more  trout  were  caught  on  Mask  than  Corrib  last 
season,  though  it  seemed  to  me  that  on  both  lakes 
at  least  seven  out  of  ten  of  those  who  fished  never 
used  the  fly  at  all,  but  confined  themselves  to  trolling. 
The  most  successful  fisherman  that  I  came  across  was 
a  Mr.  Brook,  of  Cheshire  ;  he  never  used  anything 
but  the  fly,  and  fished  hard  all  day,  making  many 
good  baskets.  The  largest  fish  that  he  killed  was  a 
fine-conditioned  trout  of  7Jlb.,  besides  many  other 
large  ones — this  was  during  the  month  of  August.  As 
to  the  pike  fishing,  it  is  excellent  on  both  lakes,  but  I 
also  prefer  Mask  even  for  pike.  I  saw  three  of  these 
fish  of  over  30iif.  weight  that  were  captured  this  year, 
and  I  myself  was  lucky  enough  to  get  the  biggest  of 
the  season — a  grand  fish  of  341b. — which  I  have  had 
set  up.  I  also  got  five  over  201b.,  amongst  others, 
the  last  week  in  January. 

Strange  to  say,  both  trout  and  pike  decidedly  take 
artificial  baits  in  preference  to  the  natural  ones  on 
these  loughs.  I  could  write  much  more  on  the 
subject,  but  should  be  trespassing  too  much  on  your 
space. — Y'ours  truly,  N.  Allix. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  JULY  AND  AUGUST. 

Dear  Sir, — If  I  am  not  encroaching  upon  your 
space,  may  I  ask  again  where  I  can  get  good,  or  at 
least  decent,  salmon  fishing  the  last  fortnight  in  July 
and  the  first  fortnight  in  August  ?  I  know  that  is  a 
bad  time  of  the  year  for  most  rivers  and  lochs.  Still, 
there  are  one  or  two  places  where  salmon  are  to  be 
had  during  that  period,  and  any  kind-hearted  angler 
who  will  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge  and 
experience  on  the  matter  will  be  [heartily  thanked. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Ernest  Shand. 


THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "ZOO.", 
Deae  Sie, — Any  competent  aquarist  will  tell  Mr. 
Barton  that  he  bases  his  arguments  on  entirely  wrong 
premises.  The  trout  in  the  Zoo  would  wear  an  alto- 
gether different  appearance  if  placed  in  the  tanks  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  and  would  then  show  no  signs  of 
the  white  sloughing  of  which  he  complains.  In  the 
latter  case  the  tanks  are  subjected  to  a  subdued  front 
light,  whereas  at  the  Zoo  the  three  aquaria  in  which 
the  trout  are  kept  are  lighted  from  behind,  conse- 
quently not  only  are  the  fish  considerably  magnified 
by  the  water,  but  every  tiny  piece  of  slough  shows 
with  the  utmost  distinctness  and  several  times  its 
natural  size.  All  trout,  after  they  have  been  confined 
in  restricted  limits  as  these  are,  suffer  in  a  greater  or 
a  lesser  degree  from  what  I  may  term  a  form  of 
eczema  somewhat  analogous  to  scurfing  in  human 
beings,  but  it  is  perfectly  easy  to  a  pisciculturist 
who  understands  his  subject  to  detect  whether  the 
fish  is  healthy  or  not.    Its  state  of  health  is  always 


indicated  by  the  blue  sheen  which  pla)'s  over  the  back, 
and  which  is  invariably  absent  when  the  fish  is  out  of 
sorts.  The  trout  in  the  Zoo  are,  as  I  have  before  said, 
perfectly  healthy,  and  are  fish  that  any  angler  would 
be  glad  to  get  hold  of.  Nothing  is  more  difficult  than 
to  acclimatise  fish  to  imprisonment  in  a  tank,  and 
when  they  have  become  used  to  it  it  is  the  height  of 
folly  to  replace  them  by  others.  Moreover,  I  have  a 
very  strong  idea  that  the  Zoological  Society  are  quite 
competent  to  manage  their  own  affairs  despite  the 
sense  of  duty  which  impels  Mr.  Barton  to  admonish 
them.  I  must  here  express  the  sorrow  I  feel  that  I 
misquoted  him  in  saying  that  he  had  killed,  instead 
of  landed,  20,000  trout.  It  was  a'  slip  of  the  pen,  on  my 
part,  but  I  fail  at  the  same  time  to  see  how  there  can 
be  any  comparison  between  a  trout  in  confinement 
and  one  taken  from  a  stream,  or  how  its,  or  their, 
capture  qualifies  Mr.  Barton  to  speak  on  the  trout  at 
the  Zoo.  His  second  letter  simply  shows  that  he  is 
absolutely  ignorant  of  any  knowledge  of  trout  except 
catching  them.  In  regard  to  the  letter  of  the  Cardiff 
gentleman,  I  have  read  it  with  interest  and  have  also 
played  it  on  the  piano,  but  for  the  life  of  me  I  am 
imable  to  understand  whether  he  is  supporting  me  or 
what.    Would  he  mind  explaining  ? — Yours  truly. 

G.  E.  SiMMS. 


FISHING  AT  AND  AROUND  THETFORD. 

Deae  Sie,— In  reply  to  the  letter  of  "  P.  N.  S."  in 
your  last  issue,  wherein  he  doubts  my  statement  re 
private  fishing  in  the  above  neighbourhood,  permit  me 
to  say  that  my  remarks  on  the  subject  were  based  upon 
my  own  personal  experiences.  If  "  P.  N.  S."  cares  to 
communicate  with  me  I  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to 
give  him  all  the  information  in  my  power. — Yours 
truly,  Sid.  Ransom. 

Hon.  Sec.  Lychnobite  A.  S., 
Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  E.C. 


LEGAL  OR  ILLEGAL  WADING? 

Deae  Sir, — A  rents  one  side  of  a  wide  river,  B 
rents  the  opposite  side.  Is  it  legal  or  illegal  for  B  to 
wade  across  the  river  and  fish  A's  side  of  the  water, 
which  B  could  not  otherwise  fish  without  wading  ? 

Under  such  circumstances  it  is  said  to  be  illegal  to 
fish  further  across  than  the  middle  of  the  river. — 
Yours  truly,  "  Grasshopper." 

[Except  in  special  cases  we  believe  the  law  treats 
the  river  as  dry  land,  and  that  different  owners  of  land 
divided  by  a  river  have  rights  over  half  the  river  bed 
only,  and  can  wade  only  half  way  across.  If  the  river 
dried  up  the  fence  between  the  estates  w  ould  be  put 
up  in  the  middle  of  the  dry  bed.  We  believe  that 
even  casting  the  fly  or  bait  beyond  the  middle  line  of 
the  river  is  not  legal,  and  that  law  cases  to  prevent  it 
have  been  successfully  brought.  Of  course,  in  most 
cases  this  right  is  ignored  by  both  sides. — Ed.] 


CAPTURE  OP  A  MARKED  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — A  small  salmon  (71b.)  was  caught  last 
week  on  the  Melgund  water  of  the  South  Esk,  Porfar- 
shirt,  about  fourteen  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  snout  was  marked  "  VII." — running  from 
snout  to  tail.  Do  you  know  of  any  fish  having  been 
marked  in  this  fashion  at  any  time  ? — Yours  truly, 

Monifieth.  A.  H.  P. 

[We  believe  some  salmon  were  marked  in  the  Spey 
not  long  ago. — Ed.] 


IRISH  LAKE  TROUT  AND  THEIR  ENEMIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Under  the  above  heading  I  called  atten- 
tion last  year  to  the  destruction  of  trout  in  Lough 
Conn,  and  particularly  as  a  prey  to  the  large  pike. 
TJie  evil  is  not  only  unabated,  ljut,  so  far  as  I  can 
judge,  increasing.  No  adequate  steps  appear  to  be 
taken  to  either  protect  the  trout  in  the  spawning 
season  or  to  keep  down  the  pike,  and  I  suggest  to  the 
Conn  Preservation  Society  whether  the  day  is  not 
approaching  when  trout  may  be  as  scarce  in  Conn  as 
Culleu.  In  the  latter  lake  the  pike  have  practically 
cleared  them  out ;  in  the  former  trout  is  the  favourite 
food,  and  the  number  daily  so  consumed  must  be 
enormous.  Your  correspondent  at  Pontoon  sent  you 
the  weights  of  some  pike  taken  during  the  last 
fortnight.  Of  two  of  these  (from  Lough  Conn)  I 
happen  to  know  the  contents  of  the  stomachs — 
one  taken  by  a  young  lady  at  Pontoon  Lodge  weighing 
151b.  had  one  large  trout  inside  and  one  only  half 
swallowed  when  he  took  a  spoon  bait.  This  last  trout 
was  a  pound  weight,  and  eaten  for  dinner  at  the  lodge 
and  pronounced  excellent.  The  other  pike  (261b.)  was 
mine,  and  I  sent  it  to  a  friend  asking  him  to  "  note 
contents."  He  writes  me  that  it  had  about  31b. 
weight  of  trout  inside  it.  Its  length,  eye  to  fork,  was 
33^  inches,  girth  21J  inches.  This  fish  was  taken  on 
that  favourite  drift  for  the  fly  fisher  round  the  point 
by  Massbrook  Wood.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  year 
by  year  the  pike  are  gradually  but  surely  gaining  an 
ascendancy  in  this  lake,  and  I  am  not  at. all  sure  that 
the  same  does  not  hold  good  with  half  the  Irish  waters. 
—Yours  truly,  Saml.  S.  Mossop. 

Long  Sutton. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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less  than  two  inches  long,  and  half-an-inch 

broad,  on  the  starboard  bow  and  on  the  port 
quarter  of  every  such  boat,  punt  or  vessel, 
such  number,  together  with  his  name  and 
place  of  abode.  Any  person  neglecting  to 
have  such  number,  name,  and  address  painted 
on  each  such  boat,  punt  or  vessel,  and  to  keep 
the  same  so  painted,  or  shall  permit  the  same 
to  be  defaced  or  removed,  shall  be  guilty  of  an 
offence  against  this  Bye-law,  and  shall,  in 
addition  to  any  other  penalty  on  conviction 
for  such  offence,  forfeit  his  certificate  of  regis- 
tration. Provided  that  this  Bye-law  shall  not 
apply  to  cases  in  which  any  vessel  is  already 
marked  in  accordance  with  any  existing  law  or 
regulation  in  force  in  the  Eiver  Thames. 
As  showing  that  the  Thames  Conservators  can 
give  no  right  to  fish,  Bye-law  33  states  : — 

Nothing  in  these  Bye-laws,  except  the  provisions 
relative  to  the  fence  season  and  to  the  sizes  of 
fish,  shall  take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the 
owner  or  occupier  of  a  private  fishery,  or  any 
person  having  authority  in  writing  from  any  such 
owner  or  occupier  to  fish,  etc. 

The  Thames  ,  Conservancy  Weir  Permits. 
I  have  heard  anglers  say,  "  Oh  I  but  the  Thames 
Conservators  grant  permits  to  fish  from  the  weirs 
on  the  Thames."  But  this  is  quite  a  mistake.  All 
they  can  give  is  a  permit  to  go  on  to  their  weir,  but 
not  to  fish  if  any  owner  objects.  This  ought  to  be 
cleai-ly  imderstood,  because  in  some  cases  the 
fishing  is  in  private  hands. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Thames  Conservancy  and  Thames  Fishery 
Eights. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Andrews  has 
publicly  stated  that  he  considered  the  Thames 
Conservancy  licence  gave  him  the  right  to  fish,  I 
made  inquiries,  .'.nd  find  that  the  document  issued 
to  Thames  professional  fishermen  does  not  confer 
any  right  or  title  to  fish  either  on  private  fisheries 
or  on  parts  of  the  river  wherfe  fishing  by  the  public 
is  not  interfered  with.  In  fact  it  is  simply  a 
certificate  that  the  holder  has  had  his  name 
registered  at  the  Thames  Conservancy  office  under 
the  provisions  of  Bye-law  30  of  "The  Thames 
Fishery  Bye-laws,  1893." 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  copy  of  Bye- 
law  30  that  it  gives  no  right  of  fishing  : — 

General. 

Any  person  following  the  business  of  a  fisher- 
man on  the  River  Thames,  or  letting  for  hire  for 
fishing  any  boat,  punt  or  other  vessel  to  be  used 
on  the  River  Thames,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
following  regulations : — 

(a)  His  name  and  place  of  abode  shall  be  duly 
registered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Secretary  to  the  Conservators  of  the  River 
Thames  at  their  London  office  for  the  time 
being,  which  office  is  now  situate  at  41,  Trinity 
Square,  Tower  Hill.* 

(b)  On  the  registration  of  his  name  he  shall  pay 
a  fee  of  one  shilling  in  respect  of  each  boat, 
punt  or  other  vessel. 

(c)  The  Secretary  shall  give  to  every  such  person 
on  his  registration  a  certificate  thereof,  such 
certificate  shall  contain  the  number  of  every 

,    such  boat,  punt  or  vessel. 

(d)  Such  person  shall  cause  to  be  painted,  and 
keep  painted  and  legible,  in  characters  not 


Story  told  by  the  late  Francis  Francis. 
Mr.  E.  Sturdy  sends  me  the  following  story, 
which  was  told  him  by  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  :  "  In  the  days  when  the  Erne  was  in  the 
hands  of  '  the  old  Doctor,'  a  certain  captain  had  a 
rod  on  it  one  season.  From  one  cause  and  another 
he  had  fallen  out  with  all  the  '  regulars,'  as  Dr. 
Peard  styled  the  gillies,  and  had  taken  to  employing 
any  sport-loving  loafer  that  offered  to  accompany 
him.  The  men  felt  very  sore  on  the  jjoint,  but 
happily  showed  it  only  by  sarcasm  and  chaff.  So 
it  happened  one  day  that  while  the  Captain  was 
fishing  one  of  the  men,  imemployed,  sat  on  the 
opposite  bank  watching  him.  The  angler,  some 
what  disturbed  by  this,  was  casting  recklessly,  and 
there  beng  trees  behind  him  got  himg  up  every 
now  and  then,  and  some  climbing  became  necessary 
to  free  the  line.  As  this  went  on,  another  of  the 
regulars  came  down  the  road,  looked  on  a  bit,  and 
then  said,  loud  enough  to  be  heard  on  the  other 
side,  '  An'  who  is't  the  Captin's  got  wid  him  to-day, 
Michael  ?  '  '  It's  Tim  Moody,  the  cobbler.'  '  Is 
it  now  ■?  He'd  betther  have  had  the  chimbley 
sweep  for  the  climbin'  he  has  to  do.'  " 


*  The  offices  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  are  now  at  Victoria 
Embankment,  Blackfriars.— Ed. 


I  have  taken  the  following  interesting  and  use- 
ful "  Notes "  from  No.  1901  of  the  Allgemeine 
Fischer ei-Zeitung  : 

A  River  Poisoned  with  Arsenic. 
The  River  Orla  in  the  Duchy  of  Saxe-Meiningen 
has  been  completely  poisoned  by  factory  refuse 
impregnated  with  arsenic,  greatly  to  the  danger  of 
Poszneck,  Neustadt,  and  places  in  the  district. 
Post- Mortem  Examination  as  to  cause  of  Death 
OF  Little  Use  in  the  Case  of  Poisoned  Fish. 
The  same  number  of  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei- 
Zeitung  which  contains  this  brief  telegram  has 
curiously  enough  a  long  article  by  Dr.  Bruno  Hofer 
on  the  means  and  methods  of  proving  how  fish 
have  been  poisoned  ;  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by 
the  Professor  after  years  of  study  of  over  one 
thousand  cases  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 

Any  one  who  has  watched  the  result  of  actions 
at  law  brought  by  proprietors  of  a  fishery  against 
factory  owners  or  towns  for  poisoning  fish  must 
have  noticed  how  often  such  cases  have  been  dis- 
missed by  the  judges,  or  lost,  because  the  plaintiffs 
have  been  unable  to  produce  evidence  either  of 
poison  in  the  fish  or  in  the  water.  But  in  most 
cases  it  is  almost  impossible  so  produce  this  evi- 
dence for  the  simple  reason  that  in  the  case  of  the 
fish  all  traces  of  the  poison  is  gone  so  soon  after 
death,  and  in  the  ease  of  the  poisoned  water  of 
course  it  very  quickly  disperses  and  flows  away. 

In  the  case  of  human  or  other  land  animals 
where  poison  is  suspected  as  the  cause  of  death,  it 
is  very  often  possible  to  trace  it  or  its  effects  in 
the  system  of  the  subject  even  months  after  death, 
and  there  is  a  vexy  general  idea  in  legal  cu-cles, 
and  even  among  those  interested  in  fish  and 


fisheries,  that  a  post-mortem'  on  the  corpse  of  a 
fish  will  furnish  similar  evidence,  but  this.  Bays 
Professor  Hofer,  is  quite  a  mistake. 

Why  Fish  Snow  no  Ti!.\ce  of  Poison. 
Many  years' study  at  the  Fish  Biological  Insti- 
tute at  Miinich  show  that  in  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  cases  the  most  exhaustive  and  careful 
chemical  analysis  of  the  body  of  a  fish  which  has 
died  from  poisoning  shows  no  trace  of  it.  The 
fact  is  the  fish  are  killed  so  quickly  by  the  action 
of  the  poison  on  the  extremely  delicate  surface  of 
the  unprotected  gills  and  skin  that  they  are  dead 
before  their  systems  can  absorb  the  poison.  And 
whether  the  poison  is  acid  or  alkaline,  or  some 
metallic  salt,  etc.,  its  effect  is  nearly  always  the 
same — namely,  to  quickly  attack  and  eat  into  the 
cells  of  the  |skin  and  gills,  causing  at  the  same 
time  a  strong  exudation  of  slime  on  them,  which 
prevents,  or  at  least  makes  it  very  difficult,  for  the 
poison  to  get  into  the  body  of  the  fish  after  its 
death.  It  is  quite  true  that  certain  poisons  cause 
certain  appearances  on  the  fish,  but  they  are  not 
easily  recognised,  and  these  symptoms  are  of  such 
short  duration  and  pass  awaj*  so  quickly,  or  are  so 
changed  and  hidden  by  the  changes  which  take 
place  throughout  the  whole  surface  of  the  skin 
and  gills  in  from  half  an  hour  to  an  hour  after 
death,  that  these  external  indications  of  poisoning 
are  practically  valueless. 

Hardly  a  year  has  passed  since  I  have  edited  the 
Fishing  Gazette  when  I  have  not  had  one  or  more 
lots  of  fish  sent  to  me,  with  a  request  that  I  should 
examine  them  and  report  the  cause  of  death.  I 
have  sometimes  sent  them  on  to  medical  friends 
who  have  made  a  study  of  fish  diseases,  but  as  a 
rule  the  subject  has  been  too  high  for  me  to 
approach  without  being  poisoned  myself,  and  my 
advice  to  the  senders  has  been  to  see  if  anything  has 
got  into  the  water,  or  been  put  into  it,  and  to  have 
the  outfalls  from  drains,  etc.,  tested ;  refuse  from 
gasworks  may  kill  the  fish  for  miles  below.  It 
does  not  always  follow  that  the  refuse  from  a 
factory,  etc.,  is  in  itself  iwisonous,  for,  as  Professor 
Hofer  points  out,  it  may  only  become  really 
dangerous  to  fish  life  after  being  diluted  and  mixed 
with  the  water  of  the  river,  just  as  coal-gas  requires 
admixture  with  air  before  it  will  biu-n  and  explode. 
As  he  also  points  out,  it  is,  generally  speaking, 
useless  to  go  to  a  river  after  fish  have  died,  take 
samples,  and  expect  to  find  the  particular  mixture 
of  water  and  poison  which  killed  the  fish.  The 
letting  into  a  river  of  poisonous  refuse  generally 
happens,  if  one  may  use  the  word,  at  night;  the' 
owners  of  the  fish  do  not  find  it  out  until  the  next 
day,  or  it  may  be  days  after,  and  by  that  time  the 
factory  or  paper  mill  may  be  sending  in  only 
innocent  refuse. 

How  TO  Tell  if  Water  is  Poisoned. 
So  far  we  have  seen  that  it  is  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  impossible  to  prove  from  the 
examination  of  the  fish  that  their  death  has  been 
caused  by  a  certain  poison,  and  that  testing  the 
water  in  which  they  are  found  dead  may  be  equally 
unsatisfactory. 

Lightning,  lime,  spurge,  coculus-indicus,  or  a 
rise  in  temperature  of  the  water  will  all  kill  fish, 
and  yet  leave  no  evidence  of  cause  of  death. 
Fortunately,  the  German'  professor,  after  showing 
us  that  it  is  useless  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
to  expect  to  cut  open  fish  and  find  traces  of  what 
has  presumably  poisoned  them,  tells  us  how  we 
may  find  positive  evidence  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
ex-tinction  or  injurious  diminution  of  fish  life  in  a 
river. 

He  instances  the  case  of  a  stretch  of  water  below 
a  powder  factory  in  which  the  fish  had  almost  dis- 
appeared, although  there  was  nothing  in  the  water 
itself  to  account  for  it.  But  a  biological  examination 
of  the  vegetable  and  animal  life  in  the  water  above 
the  factory  and  that  below  it  proved  conclusively 
that  the  refuse  from  it  had  gradually  but  certainly 
killed,  not  the  fish  directly,  but  all  the  food  they 
lived  on,  so  that  life  for  them  was  also  impossible. 
Above  the  factory  the  water  was  rich  in  vegetable, 
insect,  and  microscopic  animal  life,  below  it 
was  almost  a  desert,  only  here  and  there  the 
stunted  remains  of  a  plant  or  a  few  traces  of 
animal  life  washed  do'wn  from  above,  proving  con- 
clusively that  at  times  the  saltpetre  and  vitriolic 
acid  refuse  from  the  powder  mill  had  been  allowed 
to  pass  into  the  river,  although  an  efficient  settling 
tank  existed  on  the  premises.  The  law  can  insist 
on  paper,  powder,  and  other  mills  and  factories 
having  the  apparatus  for  purifying  refuse,  but  it 


294 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  2,  1901 


cannot  see  that  they  are  always  used,  or  satis- 
factorily prove  that  they  have  not  been.  If  the 
killing  of  water  shrimps,  snails,  the  larvoe  of  water 
flies  and  other  minute  aquatic  life  was  as  illegal  as 
the  killing  of  fish,  the  evidence  of  the  biological 
expert  would  be  invaluable  in  our  law  courts. 
That  time  may  come,  but  at  present  dc  minimis 
non  curat  lex. 

How  TO  Cut  Willow  Slips  for  Planting. 

Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  own  withy 
beds,  and  may  be  interested  to  know  that  the 
owner  of  a  large  plantation  at  Calmer,  in  Germany, 
has  invented  a  simple  but  most  effective  and  cheap 
machine  for  cutting  the  willow  shoots  into  lengths 
for  planting.  "With  this  machine  a  man  and  two 
boys  can  easily  cut  twenty-five  thousand  slips  in  a 
day,  each  of  the  proper  length  for  planting  (ten  to 
twelve  inches).  It  seems  that  the  willow  shoots, 
or  wands,  must  be  cut  straight  across  at  right 
angles  (so  they  resemble  impointed  lead  pencils)  ; 
if  cut  slantingly,  or  if  split  at  the  end,  they  will 
not  grow. 


The  Salmon  Fishery  of  the  Weser  now 

DEPENDS  ON  ArTIFICI.\L  STOCKING. 

From  a  recent  issue  of  the  Deutsche  Fischerei- 
Zcitung  I  see  that  the  German  river  Weser  is  now 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  artificial  stocking. 
In  1899,  up  to  the  middle  of  September,  2653 
salmon,  averaging  about  15lb.,  were  caught,  and  in 
the  same  period  of  1900  3714  of  about  111b.  For 
every  1000  fry  put  in,  costing  at  the  most  12s., 
there  is  a  return  in  salmon  of  from  36s.  to  40s. 
Better  results  still  are  expected  when  the  upper 
Waters  and  the  Eder  are  stocked. 


Slapton  Ley  for  Sale. 

If  I  were  returning  from  the  Klondyke  Country 
with  a  fortune  and  wanted  to  look  out  for  an  estate 
to  settle  dovra  on  I  think  the  Stokeley  Estate, 
South  Devon,  would  find  a  purchaser  by  private 
treaty,  and  that  the  public  sale  on  Nov.  14  would 
never  take  place.  It  is  not  a  big  property,  as  the 
six  farms  on  it  do  not  amount  to  much  more  than 
one  thousand  acres,  but  it  includes  the  celebrated 
fishing  lake  Slapton  Ley  with  an  area  of  over  two 
hundred  acres.  As  a  shooting  and  fishing  estate 
with  splendid  prospects  for  development,  as  a  sea- 
side holiday  resort,  this  property  is  one  in  a 
thousand.  The  agents  are  Messrs.  F.  W.  Dymond 
and  H.  J.  D.  Parsons,  of  27,  Southernhay,  West 
Exeter. 


Mr.  Preedy,  manager  of  Messrs.  Bernard  &  Son, 
called  the  other  day  to  show  me  some  of  their  arti- 
ficial "  Piccadilly  sand-eels,"  which  their  sea-fishing 
customers  have  been  using  with  great  success  this 
season.  The  colouring  is  the  chief  feature,  and 
certainly  looks  most  attractive,  and  large  takes  of 
big  pollack  and  bass  have  been  made  with  thein. 
I  was  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Preedy  that  they  had 
experienced  a  very  good  season,  and  found  business 
increasing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The  tarpon 
line  which  they  sell  for  sea  fishing  is  wonderful  for 
its  strength  and  fineness,  made  in  three  sizes,  and 
only  3s.,  4s.,  and  5s.  per  one  hundred  yards.  Why 
sea-anglers  ever  use  the  wetched  "  water-cord  " 
so  often  sold  for  sea  lines  when  they  can  get  this 
splendid  Irish  flax  line  is  jDrobably  because  they  do 
not  know  of  it.  As  a  back  line  on  a  salmon  reel 
nothing  can  beat  it.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  from 
Mr.  Preedy,  who  has  been  fly  fishing  for  grayling 
on  that  wonderfully  prolific  grayling  stream,  the 
Costa,  in  Yorkshire,  that  worm  fishing  is  now 
allowed  there,  which  means  its  ruin  sooner  or 
later.  Already  the  average  size  of  the  fish  caught 
has  fallen  far  below  what  it  was.  When  I  fished 
it  fish  of  21b.  and  31b.  were  plentiful. 

E.  B.  Mahston. 


To  Advertisebs  : — "You  must  keep  it  going.  If 
you  expect  to  conquer  in  the  battle  of  to-day  you  will 
have  to  blow  your  trumpet  in  a  firm,  determined  way. 
If  you  toot  your  whistle  only,  and  lay  aside  your  horn, 
there  is  not  a  living  soul  will  know  you  were  ever 
born.  The  man  who  advertises  with  a  sort  of  sudden 
jerk  is  the  man  who  blames  the  printer-man  because 
it  wouldn't  work.  The  man  who  gets  the  business 
uses  lots  of  printer's  ink — not  a  clatter,  not  a  spatter, 
but  an  ad.  that  makes  you  think — and  plans  his 
advertisement  as  he  plans  his  store  and  stock,  and  the 
future  of  his  business  is  as  solid  as  a  rock." 


SLAPTON  LEY  FOE  SALE. 


Within  seven  miles  of  Dartmouth  and  six  miles 
from  Kingsbridge,  lies  a  fine  freehold  residential 
property  of  1280  acres,  known  as  the  Stokeley 
Estate,  which  is  now  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Dymond  &  Parsons,  land  agents,  of  Southernhay, 
Exeter,  for  sale  on  Nov.  14  at  the  New  London 
Hotel,  Exeter,  unless  previously  disposed  of  by 
private  treaty. 

The  estate  borders  the  sea  coast  and  the  famous 
inland  fresh-water  lake  known  as  Slapton  Ley, 
which  has  an  area  of  about  210  acres,  and  forms 
one  of  the  largest  and  finest  lakes  in  the  country. 
Below  lies  the  picturesque  village  of  Torcross.  It 
is  claimed  for  this  estate  that  it  is  one  of  the  most 
unique  residential  sporting  properties  in  the  south 
of  England ;  a  veritable  sportsman's  paradise, 
affording  sport  and  amusement  from  one  year's  end 
to  another.  Sport  begins  in  August  with  wild- 
fowl shooting,  followed  by  partridge  and  pheasant 
shooting  and  hunting;  then  in  the  spring  and 
summer  fishing  in  the  Ley  and  open  sea,  the 
summer  bringing  the  finest  of  yachting  and  boating 
on  the  sea. 

The  residence  is  of  moderate  but  sufficient 
dimensions  for  a  family  of  position,  and  is  built  of 
stone. 

Slapton  Ley,  which  may  be  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  charming  features  of  the  estate,  is  divided 
from  the  sea  by  a  ridge  of  sand  about  two-and-a- 
quarter  miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of 
two  htmdred  and  fifty  yards,  along  which  runs  the 
main  road  from  Dartmouth  to  Kingsbridge,  this 
being  the  road  traversed  daily  by  the  coaches  which 
run  between  these  towns. 

The  lake  is  divided  into  two  parts,  called  the 
Higher  and  Lower  Ley,  by  a  stone  bridge,  the  road 
over  which  leads  to  the  village  of  Slapton,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  In  the  Higher  Ley  a 
considerable  quantitj'  of  reeds  grow,  which  are 
annually  harvested  and  produce  about  .£150  per 
annum.  Of  the  two  divisions,  the  Lower  Ley  is 
by  far  the  largest  and  most  important,  extending 
from  the  above-mentioned  bridge,  which  is  nearly 
opposite  the  Koyal  Sands  Hotel,  to  the  village 
of  Toicross,  nearly  one-and-a-half  mile  distant. 
Visitors  are  generally  struck  with  the  enormous 
number  of  wild-fowl  to  be  seen  on  and  about  its 
transparent  waters,  numbering  from  10,000  to 
15,000  birds  on  a  rough  estimate,  and  amongst 
which  are  distinguished  the  wild  duck,  tufted  duck, 
teal,  widgeon,  mallard,  coot,  moorhen,  water-rail, 
and  snipe.  Besides  the  above,  very  large  numbers 
of  other  kinds  of  wild-fowl  visit  it  in  the  winter 
time.  Some  few  acres  of  this  (the  Lower  Ley)  are 
covered  with  reeds  which  are  not  cut,  but  preserved 
as  the  breeding  ground  of  the  wild-fowl,  and  con- 
stitute the  favourite  resort  of  the  bittern.  The 
coot  breeds  on  the  Ley  in  himdreds,  as  well  as 
duck  and  moorhen  and  some  teal. 

The  Lower  Ley  affords  excellent  sport  to  anglers  ; 
it  is  strictly  preserved,  and  abounds  in  pike,  perch, 
roach,  etc.,  and  immense  quantities  of  eels.  The 
pike  fishing  is  among  the  best  that  can  be  obtained. 
Baskets  of  401b.  and  upwards  have  frequently  been 
recorded,  one  catch  in  four  hours  reaching  to  92.^1b., 
and  consisting  of  eighteen  fish,  or  an  average  of 
5lb.  each.  Some  of  the  largest  pike  caught  within 
the  last  few  years  have  scaled  29'lb.,  241b.,  20Ub., 
and  hundreds  approaching  that  weight.  The  perch 
and  rudd  fishing  is  equally  good,  many  baskets 
reaching  four  hundred  and  upwards.  The  occupier 
of  Stokeley  House  has  the  right  of  fishing  in  the 
whole  of  the  Ley,  subject  to  the  right  of  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Koyal  Sands  Hotel  over  a  portion  of 
the  water  from  April  1  to  Oct.  31. 

The  estate  comprises  six  farms,  the  Royal  Sands 
Hotel,  houses  and  cottages  forming  the  village  of 
Torcross,  and  some  capital  game  coverts,  woods, 
and  plantations,  also  the  lordship  of  the  Manor  of 
Stokenham,  and  produces  annually  a  gross  income 
of  over  £2260.  A  portion  of  the  sea  beach — namely, 
that  between  high  and  low  water  mark — is  reserved 
to  the  owner  of  the  estate  by  a  lease  granted  by 
the  Crown. 

Apart  from  the  value  of  this  delightful  property 
as  a  residential  and  sporting  estate,  there  is  every 
opportunity  for  the  development  of  a  considerable 
portion,  whicli  provides  first-class  building  sites, 
with  fine  views  of  the  sea  and  the  rich  country 
around,  without  in  any  way  interfering  with  the 
residential  enjoyment  of  the  estate. — -Estates 
Gazette. 


CLOSE  OF  THE  ANGLING  SEASON 
IN  THE  NOKTH. 

The  angling  season  on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
Forth,  and  the  bulk  of  northern  waters — ^some 
eighty  in  all — closed  on  Thursday,  Oct.  31,  when 
the  song  of  the  reel  ceased  at  sundown.  The  Tay, 
Spey,  and  some  minor  streams  have  already  passed 
into  the  region  of  the  past,  as  they  closed  about 
a  fortnight  ago,  and  the  only  waters  now  remaining 
open  are  the  Tweed  with  its  tributaries  which 
remain  open  for  another  month,  and  the  Solway 
and  some  minor  west  coast  streams  which  close  a 
few  weeks  earlier. 

The  season  has  been  a  very  poor  one  indeed,  so 
much  so  that  many  sportsmen  have  left  the  water- 
side long  ago,  and  have  taken  to  other  fields  and 
pastures  new,  whereas  in  former  years  they  were 
wont  to  dwell  on  till  the  close  of  dusk  on  the 
thirty-first. 

Looking  at  the  season  from  beginning  to  end, 
probably  it  has  no  record  failure  like  it  for  the 
past  thirty  years.  On  some  more  lucky  spots  than 
others,  and  these  are  few  and  far  between,  good 
sport  was  got  in  the  early  spring.  On  the  Inch- 
marlo,  Cairnton,  and  adjoining  beats  of  the  Dee, 
record  baskets  were  made  in  the  early  spring,  the 
like  of  which  was  not  known  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  fisherman.  But  in  these  parts  the  fish  were 
as  thick  as  peas  in  soup,  and  little  difficulty  was 
had  with  the  smallness  of  the  waters,  which  just 
suited  the  pools.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  Dee 
fished  extremely  well,  but  the  higher  waters  of  the 
river  about  Kincardine  O'Neil  (except  the  Dess 
water),  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana  waters  yielded 
wretched  results  till  well  on  in  April  and  May. 
The  autumn  fishing  on  these  parts  has  been  a 
perfect  blank,  or  nearly  so,  and  in  fact  all  over  the 
Dee  not  one  fish  has  been  landed  this  season  for  a 
round  dozen  got  in  some  former  years. 

On  the  Tay  a  fairly  good  back-end  season  was 
got,  but  nowhere  else  can  even  the  words  fairly 
good  be  used.  On  the  Don  during  the  closing  day 
some  brisk  sport  was  got  on  the  Grandholm  water, 
and  Mr.  Walker,  Professor  Cash,  and  others  have 
latterly  had  two,  four,  and  six  fish  daily.  But  even 
here,  on  this  prolific  section,  where  six  hundred 
fish  have  been  landed  in  a  season,  only  some  fifty 
or  sixty  have  been  had  to  the  fly,  although  some 
hundreds  have  been  had  otherwise. 

The  dearth  of  water  all  over  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  season's  failure.  Neither  in  the  later  spring, 
summer,  nor  autumn  months  has  there  been  so 
much  water  as  to  drown  the  proverbial  mouse,  and 
the  consequence  has  been  an  entire  collapse  as  far 
as  salmon  were  concerned,  and  little  better  as 
regards  trout. 

"  Hope  deferred  maketh  the  heart  sick,"  and  truly 
the  hearts  of  fishermen  have  again  and  again 
suffered  from  this  fell  disease  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  past  season  and  almost  from  .John  o'  Groat's 
to  Maidenkirk.  With  low  waters  come  an  excess 
of  algai  and  other  aquatic  vegetation,  and  the 
streams  and  channels  have  been  so  dried  up  or 
otherwise  chocked  up  that  scarcely  a  cast  could  be 
got,  and  when  it  was  it  was  amongst  slime  andfweed. 

The  trout  season  was  a  very  mixed  one,  some 
parts  yielding  well,  while  others  were  quite  barren. 
Some  heavy  fish  were  got  to  the  minnow,  up-stream 
worming,  and  night  fly-fishing,  but  such  sport  is 
not  much  in  favour  with  the  southern  angler. 
Later  on  the  net  results  may  be  computed,  but 
meantime  the  season  of  1901  passes  into  oblivion 
on  the  bulk  of  Scottish  waters  as  the  record  failure 
of  the  age. 

As  regards  the  size  of  the  fish  got  the  best  was 
a  50-pounder  on  the  North  Esk.  The  Tay  yielded  a 
good  few  about  401b.,  and  the  Dee  several  between 
301b.  and  401b.  These  weights  were  quite  uptoformer 
years  considering  the  small  number  of  fish  caught. 
The  quality  was  everything  that  could  be  desired. 

The  grilse  season  all  over  was  a  record  faQure, 
and  only  on  the  Tay  during  the  back-end  were 
they  much  in  evidence  at  all.  Sea-trout,  always 
conspicuous  by  their  absence,  were  only  to  be  had 
in  the  far  north  about  Durness,  the  Orkneys,  and 
more  especially  the  Shetland  Islands,  and  on  the 
Ugie  night  fly-fishing  or  by  worming  up-stream. 
Every  summer  sees  more  and  more  sportsmen 
en  route  for  these  northern  parts,  and  the  Shet- 
lands  in  particular  have  this  year  been  specially 
favotired,  and  better  quarters  could  not  be  desired 
for  those  who  have  the  time  at  their  disposal,  for 
the  cost  is  nothing  compared  to  the  amount  of 
sport  obtainable.  G.  M. 
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THE  TEENT  FISH  CULTUEE 
COMPANY,  LTD. 


The  Trent  Fish  Culture  Company,  Limited,  of 
Milton,  Burton-on-Trent,  have  sent  us  their  price 
list  for  the  season  1901-1902.  We  notice  they  sell 
at  moderate  prices  eyed  ova  of  common  trout 
(Milton  strain),  Loch  Leven  trout,  rainbow  trout, 
and  grayling;  also  fry,  yearlings,  and  two  and 
three  year  old  fish. 

They  say :  "  The  course  adopted  by  the  company 
for  some  years  has  been  the  careful  crossing  of 
various  breeds  of  fario,  which  has  had  a  most 
satisfactory  result,  and  the  fish  so  obtained  are  in 
great  favour  both  for  sport  and  the  table.  They 
appear  in  the  list  as  '  Milton  Strain.' 

"  It  is  most  desirable  that  orders  be  given  and 
executed  as  early  as  possible,  as  fish  carry  better 
during  the  early  winter.  The  company  is  enabled 
to  supply /ano  (yearlings  and  two-years  old)  brook 
and  pond  reared  on  natural  food."  They  also  sell 
Crustacea  and  moUusca,  and  water  plants— various 
kinds. 


SPINNING  FOE  TEOUT  AND  PIKE 
WITH  THE  NATUEAL  MINNOW 
AND  GUDGEON.* 

By  the  late  W.  J.  Bullock. 


This  style  of  fishing  with  the  natural  minnow 
is  often  by  fly  fishers  called  "  poaching,"  and  on 
many  rivers  it  is  prohibited.    Of  course,  trolling 
on  streams  where  it  is  forbidden  is  poaching,  but 
in  all  other  cases  it  is  equally  legitimate,  and  pro 
ductive  of  as  much  sport  as  the  fly.    This  season 
(1879)  has  been  the  worst  for  the  fly  for  many  years, 
and  with  the  exception  of  grayling  I  did  not  see 
twenty  good  fish  rise  in  six  weeks.    I  saw  numerous 
anglers  trying  to  kill  a  dish  of  trout  with  the  fly, 
and  heard  of  many  more  making  attempts,  but 
never  saw  but  the  smallest  results  both  as  regards 
weight  and  numbers.    Now  having  for  twenty  years 
known  the  extreme  rarity  of  trout  taking  the  fly 
well  (the  weather  for  the  last  five  years  has  made 
the  favourite  March  Browns  and  May  Flies  of  no 
efiecii),  and  having  permission  to  fish  the  Arrow  as 
1  thmk  fit,  I  have  therefore  made  and  reduced 
trolling  with  the  natural  minnow  to  a  science,  and 
never  fail  to  have  big  baskets  and  fine  sport  when 
others  invariably  have  no  success.    When  I  say  I 
have,  on  a  river  that  is  too  often  netted  at  night 
i°n*  ^^^°®P*  ^  P*^i"*is)  presers-ed  nor  staked  at 
aU,  killed  for  five  weeks  in  succession  at  least  fifty 
brace  of  trout  per  week  averaging  fib.  each,  and 
havmg  at  least  one  hundred  of  these  scaling  lib. 
and  over,  I  think  I  have  put  an  argument  in  the 
hands  of  those  who  object  to  the  minnow.  But 
It  IS  only  those  wLo  cannot  fish  and  spin  a  real 
minnow  properly  that  are  its  mam  objectors,  and 
that  proportion  is  about  one  in  a  hundred.    I  look 
upon  my  slaughter  this  season  of  the  three  or  four 
hundred  big  trout  in  the  Arrow  as  the  most  bene- 
ficial act  to  that  stream.    These  big  fellows  are 
I  ery  rarely  caught  with  artificial  fly.    Their  homes 
md  feedmg  places,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  are  in 
^"^^  ^^•^^'^  bushes,  where  the  most 
ikilful  angler  cannot  reach  them  by  day— but  don't 
ihey  play  havoc  with  their  own  small  fry  and  that 
)t  the  graylmg,  both  of  which  are  easier  victims 
ihan  minnows,  at  night  and  soon  after  daylight 
i-nother  great  advantage  of  trolling  is  that  all  your 
ish  are  not  only  the  heaviest  but  usually  in  the 
)est  season— of  all  those  I  caught  this  year  (1879) 
|nly  two  were  lean  fish.    The  famous  "  Eobin 
lood,   of  the  Field,  had  a  couple  of  dishes,  and 
us  opimon  of  them  was  "Grand,"  one  and  all 
i^ho  tasted  and  tried  said  "  ditto,"  and  unless  I  had 
ished  as  I  have  described  ninety  out  of  every 
undred  would  have  still  been  left  in  the  river  to 
evour  and  drive  away  the  rising  generation.  The 
bject  of  most  anglers  is— first  sport,  next  fish ; 
ut  to  be  out  for  five  hours  whipping  a  river  for 
)ur  or  five  trout  6oz.  each,  with  a  few  small  gray- 
ng,  certamly  does  not  reach  my  standard  of  sport, 
am  as  much  an  admirer  of  fly  fishing  as  any  one, 
ad  where  trout  wUl  rise  prefer  it  before  all  styles  ; 
ut  where  they  won't,  then  give  me  a  dozen  minnows 
ad  an  hour  or  two's  spinning  and  I  will  catch  as 
lany  trout.    In  a  future  article  I  will  give  you  the 
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result  of  twenty-five  years'  experience  of  fishing  for 
trout  with  the  minnow,  but  I  may  state  that  I  ne\  er 
yet  killed  a  good  basket  with  any  kind  of  artificial 
spinning  bait  on  this  river,  but  then  I  never  fished 
a  stream  where  trout  are  so  cunning  and  difficult 
to  catch  as  in  the  Arrow.  The  clergyman,  whose 
address  I  give  you,  was  for  three  weelcs  a  guest 
under  the  same  roof,  and  he  will  vouch  for  the 
truthfulness  of  every  line  and  fact  I  have 
narrated. 

The  requisites  for  my  jilan  are  a  stiffish  rod  of 
three  or  four  pieces,  not  too  hea\y,  nor  with  stiff' 
rings,  as  these  constantly  hang  the  line,  and  the  top 
rings  should  be  smaller  than  the  lower.    The  length 
will  depend  entirely  on  the  width  of  the  river ;  if  i 
small  a  shorter  rod  is  far  the  most  handy.    If  the  ■ 
river  averages  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  wide  then  the 
rod  should  be  sixteen  or  seventeen  feet  long.  The 
reel  should  contain  a  fine  strong  line,  and  the  flight  j 
be  made  of  fine  strong  gut,  stained.    My  flights  are  ; 
thus  made,  and  every  troller  should  learn  to  tie  his 
own.    First  choose  a  long  fine  gut,  take  a  big  hook  \ 
(see  illustration),  which  must  in  size    suit  the  i 
size  of   the  bait  used,  tie  it  on  to  one  end  of  ' 
the  gut.    On  the  other  end  tie  a  triangle  ;  each  t 
hook  separately.  No.  9  or  10  best  Limericks.  Then 


up  the  gut  on  which  the  big  hook  is  tied  as  far  as 
the  knot,  some  six  inches,  and  when  the  loop  round 
the  miimovv's  lip  has  been  described  this  power 
will  appear  the  more  extraordiiiar>-.  Having  rod, 
reel  line,  and  liottom,  I  now  shall  give  directions 
for  putting  on  the  minnow.  These  are  best  caught 
with  a  casting-net,  hut  where  they  are  plentiful  a 
sufficient  supply  can  be  got  with  a  bent  pm  and 
thread  with  a  small  woim,  but  the  point  of  the 
pin  must  always  be  covered.  The  medium-sized 
minnow  is  far  the  best,  and  those  that  liave  not 
been  in  the  streams  and  ha\  e  dark  backs  and  n  hite 
bellies  are  far  and  away  the  l)e8t,  and  the  reddish- 
coloured  ones  in  the  streams  are  the  worst.  Those 
caught  fresh,  too,  are  far  preferable  to  any  that  have 
been  kept  alive  and  allowed  to  get  lank  and  thin. 
Again,  the  big  minnows  are  not  good  even  when 
they  spin  well.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  of  any 
plan  for  feeding  minnows  or  pinks  when  kept  in  the 
river  in  a  large  bait  can.  The  great  desiderata  to 
make  an  expert  troller  are  : — 

I.  Baiting  or  putting  on  ycJur  minnow  to  spin 
well. 

II.  The  pitching  the  minnow  and  gliding,  not 
flopping  it,  into  the  water  and  to  curl  under 
bushes  and  all  sorts  of  out-of-the-way  places. 


The  Modified  Hawker  Spinning  Tackle. 


itof  nn-nr  i'l"^  the  Wa'n^  Ca^eHe  of  1879  have  long  been 
ticleJ  He  w,  ""^"J'^*^"  ""^^^^  t°  '•*^P""t  Mr.  Bullock  s 
?ew  -E^B  \UBs?ox°    '"'^'^^^^f^il  ^Pi"""'  for  trout  I  ever 


just  one  or  one  and  a  half  inches  above  tie  another 
similar  triangle,  and  between  this  space  tie  two 
hooks.  No.  7  or  8,  so  that  they  shall  hang  back  to 
back,  one  above  the  other.   Now  double  your  gut  so 
that  the  top  triangle  shall  fall  just  a  little  above  the 
top  shank  of  the  big  hook,  then  tie  a  knot  about 
one  inch  below  the  double  of  the  gut,  and  this 
secures  the  right  position  for  the  drags.    I  never 
use  soldered  triangles,  but  single  hooks  tied  separ- 
ately together.    Slip  on  the  leaden  cap,  and  fasten 
loops  of  gut  to  the  finest  of  swivels  as  you  would 
a  fly  at  the  bottom  of  one  and  a  half  yards  of 
gut,  that  forms  your  cast.    A  second  fine  swivel 
should  be  used  in  the  middle  of  this  cast ;  your  gut 
should  always  be  well  sorted.    The  old  plan  of 
making  this  flight  was  to  have  the  drags  one  inch 
or  more  below  the  minnow.    Nine  small  hooks 
just  cover  the  mumow  from  his  shoulder  to  just 
level  with  his  tail.    Experience  has  taught  me  that 
the  trout  invariably  strikes  the  minnow  at  the 
shoulder  when  he  misses  it,  and  I  have  frequently 
had  a  pink  cut  by  a  trout  I  have  missed  into  two 
pieces  at  that  point ;  also  when  a  trout  gets  the 
big  hook  in  him  he  vomits  the  minnow  right  up 
the  line  clear  of  the  hook  on  which  it  was  placed, 
and  to  do  this  proves  this  power  in  a  fish  must  be 
very  great.    I  have  often  found  the  minnow  thi-own 


j  III.  Knowmg  at  a  glance  on  each  stream  where- 
I  the  "  Boss  "  trout  of  that  quarter  feeds,  and 

I  also  where  his  companions  would  be  allowed 

\  to  provision  themselves. 

I     I.  Putting  on  the  minnow  :  Take  the  bait  in  the 
I  left  hand  after  it  has  been  dead  for  a  few  hours, 
as  when  just  taken  from  the  water  it  is  far  more 
difficult  as  it  is  not  so  pliant.    Hold  it,  head 
I  upwards,  between  the  first  three  fingers  and  thumb, 
,  dropping  the  second  finger  a  little  to  form  a  hoUow.' 
j  Now  squeeze  the  mouth  a  little  and  it  will  open. 
I  Pass  the  big  hook  thi-ough  the  lower  lip  of  the  pink 
and  shp  it  on  to  the  gut,  then  pass  the  point  of  the 
same  hook  again  down  the  mouth  carrying  it  round 
I  the  shoulder,  and  by  pulling  the  shank  with  right 
hand  and  guiding  the  pomt  between  the  first  finger 
and  the  thumb  of  the  left,  bending  the  shoulder 
into  the  hollow  of  the  three  fingers,  pass  it  down 
the  far  side  of  the  minnow  in  a  line  with  the  back- 
bone inclined  towards  the  belly,  but  as  it  goes  dowTi 
inclme  the  point  towards  the  tail  where  the  point 
comes  out.    Now  change  the  minnow  into  the  ri" ht 
hand,  holding  the  tail  part  with  left,  draw  the 
minnow  on  the  hook  until  it  is  nearly  straight  with 
the  right  hand,  except  just  the  bend  that  is  formed 
by  the  bow  of  the  hook,  and  when  in  this  position 
tighten  the  loop  round  the  lip,  and  then  twist  the 
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minnow  half  round  and  slip  the  cap  on  its  head. 
When  passing  the  hook  down  the  minnow  guide  it 
on  the  side  farthest  from  you,  so  that  when  you 
twist  it  half  round  the  shank  of  the  hook  will 
really  then  lie  do\\  n  the  same  side  as  the  point  of 
the  hook  comes  out.    Also  pass  the  hook  under 
the  lip  on  the  side  nearest  you  at  first,  as  when  it 
has  been  twisted  it  will  lie  on  that  side.    This  is 
not  an  easy  thing  to  do,  but  once  learnt  this  plan 
will  eclipse  all  others,  and  all  artificial  baits  into 
the  bargain.     The  minnow  must  not  have  the 
semblance  of  a  wobble,  but  spin  up,  down,  or  across 
stream,  or  in  still  water,  and  all  the  circular  motion 
must  proceed  only  from  the  tail.    The  loop  round 
the  lip  keeps  it  from  slipping  down  into  too  much 
of  a  double  when  it  will  only  wobble  froua  the 
shoulder.    This,  too,  will  occur  when  a  trout  or'bush 
breaks  the  hold  of  the  loop  at  the  lip.    To  remedy 
this  the  bait  can  be  often  kept  in  the  true  spinning 
position  by  fastening  one  of  the  hooks  of  the  upper 
triangle  into  the  shoulder  of  the  minnow,  but  this 
should  only  be  resorted  to  when  you  are  running 
short  of  bait.    Eemember  the  better  your  bait  spins 
the  more  eager  your  trout  will  rush,  and  the  more 
numerous  will  be  your  fish  running  after  it.  In 
some  streams  the  trout  are  so  voracious  and  hungry 
that,  they  will  take  a  wobbling  bait,  or  even  one 
without  any  spin  at  all.    This  is  the  case  in  some 
parts  of  the  river  Lugg,  where  I  have  killed  fifty 
trout  in  the  day,  weighing  37lb.    Also  in  the  Murg, 
a  grand  trout  and  grayling  river,  within  five  miles 
of  Baden-Baden,  where  the  trout  run  to  21b.  and 
31b.  each,  are  of  fine  condition,  but  the  boldest 
feeders  I  ever  met  with.    I  killed  one  once  there 
over  31b.  that  was  hooked  three  times   in  ten 
minutes.    The  fishing  with  minnow  around  Baden- 
Baden  is  the  finest  I  ever  had,  and  as  the  water  is 
as  clear  as  gin  after  May  and  June  it  is  the  only 
bait  worth  using  late  m  the  evening  after  sunset. 
The  first  time  I  fished  there  was  in  the  Ooze,  that 
runs  parallel  with  the  famous  Lichtenthal  Avenue 
and  through  the  town  of  Baden.   Behind  the  famous 
convent  at  the  extremity  of  the  avenue  there  lies 
a  mill  and  fall  into  a  large  round  pond.    Here,  one 
evening  in  June,  at  one  stand  I  killed  eleven  trout, 
averaging  over  ^Ih.  each,  and  had  my  stock  of 
minnows  not  run  out  I  could  have  caught  as  many 
more.    There  was  a  slight  flush  coming  down  at 
the  time  after  a  storm,  and  when  my  friend,  Mons. 
Whei  fan  enthusiastic  angler),  the  secretary  to  the 
late  Emile  Dupresson,  s&w  them  as  I  returned,  he 
would  not  belie^  e  I  could  have  killed  them  there, 
but  caught  them  with  a  silver  hook  from  some  of 
hotel  tanks.    The  next  day  he  drove  me  to  the 
Murg,  and  then  saw  for  the  first  time  ten  brace 
grassed  with  minnow  in  one  and  a  half  hour — lots 
being  21b.  and  one  31b.,  and  again  I  run  short  of 
minnows.    I  afterwards  sent  over  a  complete  fit-up 
to  this  gentleman  to  try  his  hand  with  natural 
minnow. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  DAY'S  SPOET  ON  THE  EIVEE 
DAETION.* 


The  following  is  an  account,  given  verbatim,  as 
Alister  relates  it  himself,  of  a  day's  sport  on  the 
river  Dartion  : — It  was  the  evening  of  Aug.  5  or  6 
that  I  resolved  to  start  early  next  morning  for  my 
favourite  river,  the  Dartion ;  it  was  distant  about 
fourteen  miles,  so  I  only  went  to  it  twice  a  week, 
and  if  sport  was  good  I  often  remained  over  night 
in  a  cave  close  to  the  river,  consequently  some 
preparation  was  necessary.  On  this  occasion  I 
first  of  all  superintended  the  packing  of  a  "leathern 
conveniency,"  made  for  the  pm-pose,  with  "  grub  " 
for  the  excursion  (and  allow  me  to  advise  you,  if 
you  ever  should  require  it,  personally  to  super- 
intend this  most  necessary  preparation  for  a  night 
in  a  cave ;  and  don't  trust  to  either  wife  or  servant, 
for,  in  their  anxiety  to  do  good,  they  give  what  one 
doe?  not  want  and  sometimes  leave  out  what  one 
do's).  That  you  raav  know  what  is  good  to  take, 
I  shall  tell  you  what  I  packed  up.  A  venison  ham 
(salt  meat  is  no  objection  by  a  river  side),  a  heap 
of  oat  cakes,  a  few  hard  biscuits,  a  home  made 
cheese,  some  tea,  sugar,  salt,  etc. ;  a  knife  and 
fork,  and  a  small  tin  kettle,  which  answered  as 
teapot  as  well  :  and,  of  course,  a  bottle  of  whiskpy. 
I  next  went  to  the  stables  and  gave  a  boy  strict 
injunctions  to  have  the  pony  and  dog-cart  at  the 
door  before  four  next  morning.    I  gave  Jemmy, 

•  From  "Forays  am jng  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 


my  constant  attendant  on  fishing  ex]5editions,  his 
orders.  I  then  put  my  rod,  reel,  etc.,  in  places 
where  I  could  not  miss  them  in  the  morning ;  I 
filled  my  pocket-flask,  and  ordered  the  servant  to 
wake  me  at  half-past  three,  when  she  was  to  have 
the  cofi"ee  ready.  After  selecting  two  or  three  good 
flies  and  testing  their  soundness,  and  damping  a 
casting  line,  I  swallowed  a  tumbler  of  toddy,  and 
was  in  bed  by  eleven,  in  a  state  of  as  great  comfort 
as  any  man  could  desire  to  be  in.  I  was  in  first- 
rate  health,  sufficiently  tired  to  ensure  sleep,  with 
pleasant  anticipations  to  brood  over  until  it  came. 

Almost  as  a  matter  of  course  I  was  up  next 
morning  in  time  to  awake  the  servant  instead  of 
her  rousing  me,  and  then  the  groom,  and  then 
Jemmy.     After  a  good  deal  of  impatience  and 
growling  at  their  laziness — for  it  was  a  beautiful 
morning  for  my  purpose,  having  rained  all  night, 
and  was  now  blowing  a  stiffish  breeze,  and  not  at 
all  decided  whether  or  not  to  rain  again — we  were 
on  the  road  before  four,  and  in  forty  minutes  after 
at  the  end  of  our  drive  and  at  the  fox-hrmter's 
house.    Here  all  except  some  terriers  and  one  or 
two  fowls,  that  looked  as  if  their  minds  were  not  at 
ease,  were  still  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus— if  he 
can  be  supposed  to  pass  the  night  in  an  atmosphere 
of  peat  smoke.    A  few  knocks  inside  the  door  (for 
the  inhabitants  do  not  take  the  trouble  to  lock 
them  at  night)  brought  Gillespie  to  the  fresh  air 
in  a  state  of  deshabille,  which,  however,  he  very 
soon  changed  for  his  ordinary  dress  on  learning 
what  he  was  wanted  for.     The  last  time  I  had 
been  at  the  river,  two  days  before,  I  had  seen 
an   eagle  feasting   on   a  wedder   that   had  got 
jammed  between   two   rocks.    I   expected  that 
he  would  be  in  the  same  place  again,  so  Gillespie 
got  his  gm\  down,  took  out  a  couple  of  bullets 
that  he  had  had  in  it,  put  in  two  charges  of 
heavy  shot,  and  away  we  went  just  as  things  were 
beginning  to  be  recognisable  at  a  hundred  yards. 
I  think  you  know  my  favourite  pass  across  the 
hill  to  Strath  Dhu  Ca  Vullich— the  top  is  about 
two  thousand  feet  above  the  sea  ;  the  ascent  is, 
however,  very  gradual,  extending  over  four  miles, 
the  highest  three  miles  being  about  the  roughest 
to  get  over  imaginable — nothing  but  sharp  quartz 
gravel.    An  hour  and  a  half  brought  us  to  the  top 
(Jemmy  had  a  good  iload  on  his  back),  when  a 
breeze  of  wind  suddenly  met  us  that  almost  stunned 
me.    No  one  who  has  not  experienced  could  have 
an  idea  that  the  wind  could  blow  so  hard.  You 
would  think  me  exaggerating  if  I  told  you  half  the 
ideas  I  had  and  have  of  its  power.    I  do  not 
believe   one   could  have  heard  the  report  of  a 
12-pounder  at  a  distance  of  twenty  yards  against 
that  breeze.    The  first  three  hundred  yards  of  the 
descent  is  nearly  perpendicular,  and  entirely  formed 
of  great  loose  quartz  rocks  of  all  shapes  and  sizes, 
and  great  caution  is  required  on  ordinary  occasions 
in  getting  down  this  via  mala ;  this  time,  however, 
the  wind  was  blowing  right  up,  and  I  went  down 
at  a  run,  and  felt  then  that  I  could  not  have  fallen 
against  it.     We  were  now  in  sight  of  the  river, 
winding  like  a  "  harmless  serpent  "  far  below  ;  and 
my  vis-a-vis,  Ben  Fionan,  was  looking,  if  possible, 
blacker  and  more  awful  than  usual.    Now  is  the 
time,  if  I  had  the  ability,  to  describe  to  you  the 
grandeur  of  the  scenery,  for  I  was  then  on  a  spot 
where  I  had  been  completely  spell-bound  when 
first  I  visited  it ;  but  I  feel  it  a  hopeless  task  to 
give  any  adequate  idea  of  the  sublimity  of  the 
scene — it  was  one  of  the  principal  inducements 
that  led  me  so  often  to  that  river.    After  descend- 
ing a  few  hundred  yards  we  were  in  comparative 
calm,  and  close  to  where  I  had  seen  the  eagle  ;  so, 
leaving  Jemmy  to  rest,  Gillespie  and  I  went  for- 
ward to  stalk  him,  fully  confident  that  he  was 
there — nor  were  we  disappointed.    In  five  minutes 
I  was  within  forty  yards  of  him,  looking  at  him 
through  a  hole  between  two  stones.    There  he 
stood  on  the  sheep,  lazily  pulling  off  a  mouthful  of 
wool  occasionally  and  letting  it  blow  away  ;  he 
would  then  look  inquiringly  all  round,  and  then 
have  a  bite  at  the  meat.    I  watched  him  perhaps 
for  ten  minutes,  and  do  not  know  how  soon  I 
should  have  tired  of  it  had  I  not  remembered  that 
the  river  was  right  below  me,  and  I  imagined  the 
fishes  looking  up  at  me  upbraidingly  for  neglecting 
them  so  long— so  I  levelled  the  gun  and  bang 
went  the  contents  of  No.  1.    As  I  expected,  the 
eagle  rolled  oft'  the  sheep ;  but  (as  I  did  not  ex- 
pect) he  got  up  again,  and,  quietly  spreading  his 
immense  wings,  floated  mfljestically  away  in  the 
eye  of  tT^e  wind  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  when 
bang  wen  i  No.  2,  but  with  no  other  apparent  effect 


than  causing  him  to  start  and  turn  on  edge.  Away 
he  went  as  straight  as  a  line  for  Ben  Fionan, 
leaving  me  with  something  of  the  feelings  of  Lord 
Ullin.  But  he  had  not  gone  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
when  something  went  wrong  with  him,  and  down 
he  went  like  a  shot  into  the  strath  below  -a  fall 
of,  I  should  say,  one  thousand  feet.  He  fell  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  never  did  any- 
thing that  I  regretted  more  than  shooting  that 
beautiful,  and  to  me  harmless,  bird.  l\Iy  belief  is 
that  even  where  eagles  do  most  harm  they  more 
than  counterbalance  it,  for  they  destroy  many 
times  more  hares  than  lambs ;  to  game  they  do 
very  little  injury,  and  without  them  the  Highlands 
lose  half  their  charm. 

Well,  I  must  say  I  have  been  giving  rather  a 
queer  account  of  salmon-fishing  —  but  you  may 
leave  it  unread  if  you  like  and  begin  here.    In  ten 
minutes  after  the  fall  of  the  eagle  I  was  standing 
beside  my  favourite  pool  {Gadicc,  Fowl  Doule), 
putting  up  my  rod  and  looking  occasionally  over 
my  shoiilder  at  the  rocks,  down  which   I  had 
almost  flown  in  the  descent,  and  wondering  how 
on  earth  I  had  escaped  breaking  my  neck.  During 
one  of  those  looks  a  great  splash  close  by  me 
brought  me  completely  to  my  senses,  and  in  five 
minutes  more  (about  halt-past  seven  o'clock)  I  was 
straightening  my  line  in  the  stream  above  the 
pool.    Step  by  step  I  descended  cautiously  (almost 
with  a  feeling  of  nursing  my  anxiety),  letting  the 
fly  nearer  and  nearer  the  spot  where  I  expected  to 
see  it  engulphed ;  and  step  by  step  and  very  slowly 
on  I  went,  and  the  fly  had  been  over  the  spot 
once,  twice,  yes,  three  times,  and  nothing.    I  felt 
hurt,  but  on  I  went ;  he  must  rise  lower  down ; 
but  at  last  I  had  fished  to  the  very  tail.    I  turned 
round,  stuck  the  rod  on  end,  wiped  my  brow,  and 
would  not  believe  it — so  to  the  top  again ;  but  a 
second  trial  brought  confirmation  and  bitter  dis- 
appointment.    By  way  of  relief  I  fell  foul  of 
Jemmy  (who  had  only  just  arrived)  for  taking  so 
long  a  time  in  getting  down  the  hill.    He  got  the 
gafl'  out,  Gillespie  got  his  pipe  out  (mine  was  out 
already),  and  they  followed  me  as  I  almost  ||lodded 
along  to  the  next  pool,  not  a  favourite  one.  After 
two  or  three  preliminary  casts  I  tried  the  top,  a 
very  rapid  deep  stream,  rather  carelessly,  and  at 
the'  second  cast,  as  the  fly  was  whirled  round  by 
the  stream  into  an  eddy,  there  was  a  sudden  com- 
motion in  the  stream,  a  bright  flash  of  foam  floated 
down  amongst  the  brown  waters,  and  a  salmon 
had  risen.    The  river  was  slightly  flooded,  so  two 
minutes  served  to  rest  him.    This  time  I  took  the 
fly  cautiously  over  the  same  spot,  and  just  as  it 
was  whirling  into  the  eddy  again  the  same  glorious 
dash  of  foam  appeared  through  the  stream;  but 
this  time  both  the  salmon  and  I  were  determined 
to  succeed,  and  we  did — I  neither  jerked  nor  moved 
the  fly,  and  in  another  second  the  top  of  the  rod 
bent  half  way  to  the  water  assured  me  that  the 
salmon   had   his  fly   (safely),  and   I   had  him. 
Whether,  however,  the  satisfaction  was  mutual,  I 
doubt  very  much   from   the  way  in  Mhich  he 
behaved  ;  he  flew  atout  the  pool  like  one  possessed, 
whilst  I  stood  apparently  calm,  but  in  reality 
nearly  as  much  excited  as  he  was.    He  ran  so 
hard  and  incessantly  for  ten  minutes  that  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  gave  up  quite  suddenly  and 
allowed  himself  to  be  led  alongside  a  rock,  behind 
which  Jemmy  was  watching  for  him,  knee  deep  in 
the  water,  with  the  gaff.    He  was  floating  close  to 
the   surface,  belly  uppermost,  and   showing  no 
other  sign  of  life  than  an  occasional  impatient  wag 
of  his  tail,  when  the  gaft'  was  struck,  and  he  left 
his  native  element  for  ever  ;  a  sharp  blow  on  the 
head  settled  him  (whenever  you  land  a  salmon, 
kill  him  at  once  ;  if  he  is  allowed  to  wriggle  about 
it  is  sure  to  spoil  the  fish).    He  ^^•as  a  fine  101b. 
fish.    The  tail  of  the  pool  furnished  a  grilse  of 
from  41b.  to  5lb.,  which  was  deposited  beside  its 
senior  under  some  heather. 

A  council  of  war  was  now  held,  whether  up 
or  down  stream  was  to  be  the  order  of  march  ; 
the  poiat  was  settled  by  Jemmy's  saying  that  he 
had  just  seen  a  fish  spring  out  of  the  water,  some 
fifty  yards  below,  in  a  pool  which  I  had  never 
tried  before,  and  to  which  I  now  proceeded.  I 
tried  the  top  part,  which  looked  mucli  the  best, 
but  without  moving  a  fin  ;  and  I  \\  as  saying  to 
Jemmy  that  we  were  to  have  a  poor  day's  sport, 
when  a  great  splash  half  way  down  the  pool, 
where  it  is  rather  narrow,  with  a  slight  but  very 
deep  stream,  brought  me  quickly  to  the  spot.  At 
the  first  cast  I  gave,  and  ibefore  the  fly  had  gone  a 
yard  through  the  water,  I  daresay  six  fish  had 
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bolted  at  it ;  they  must  have  jostled  each  other' 
for  none  touched.    I  cast  again  immediately,  and 
at  it  they  came  again ;  but  this  time  I  hooked  one. 
I  ran  him  up  to  the  top  of  the  pool,  and  landed 
him  on  a  nice  gravel  beach,  and  back  I  went.  The 
first  cast,  again  there  were  three  or  four  rises  ;  the 
second,  another  fish  was  hooked  and  killed.  They 
seemed  so  determined  to  be  taken  that  Jemmy  de- 
clared they  were  having  a  "  Bannish  "  {Anglice, 
"  wedding  ") — an  occasion  on  which  any  piece  of 
folly  is  pardonable  in  the  Highlands.    They  cer- 
tainly must  have  been  affected  in  some  extra- 
ordinary manner,  for  through  four  hom-s  I  stood 
upon  the  same  spot,  only  going  to  the  top  of  the 
pool  to  land  the  fish,  and  during  that  time  I 
believe  I  never  cast  twice  without  raising  a  fish. 
At  last,  about  twelve  o'clock,  they  ceased  rising  all 
of  a  sudden,  and  I  ceased  trying ;  so  I  had  the  flask 
out,  took  and  gave  nips,  and  a  bite  of  bread  and 
cheese,  lighted  my  pipe,  and  told  .Temmy  to  count 
them.    He  began  with  the  smallest,  and  down 
they  came  at  my  feet,  one,  two,  three,  to  eleven. 
He  stopped,  and  I  was  remarking,  "  This  .pool  has 
done  well.  Jemmy,"  when  down  comes  another 
into  the  heap.    "  That's  twelve."    Down  comes 
another.   "  Halloa  I  how  many  have  you  ?  "  Down 
comes  another,  the  largest  of  all,  making  the  lot 
out  of  that  one  pool  fourteen.    There  they  were, 
eleven  salmon  and  three  grilse,  and  a  more  beauti- 
ful or  refreshing  sight  I  should  never  care  to  see. 
To  say  that  I  felt  pleased  is  nothing — I  made  no 
demonstration  of  any  kind  ;  but  I  have  not  for- 
gotten, and  never  shall.    After  a  rest  of  half-an- 
hour,  during  which  the  fish  were  placed  on  the 
grass,  ranked  according  to  size,  and  duly  admired 
and  their  weights  guessed  (of  course,  at  nearly 
double  what  it  was  by  Jemmy,  who,  in  his  desire 
to  extol  my  deeds,  couldn't  help  exaggerating  them), 
I  started  up-stream,  tried  the  pool  where  I  had  got 
the  two  fish,  but  without  raising  one.   Tried  "  Powl 
Doule  "  again,  and,  after  some  coaxing,  succeeded 
in  raising  and  hooking  a  splendid  fellow.    He  kept 
me  half-an-hour  in  suspense  without  having  once 
seen  him,  for  he  continued  deep  in  the  water, 
swimming  slowly  and  jerking  incessantly — a  sort 
of  feeling  I  particularly  dislike.    After  having  got 
him  several  times  into  shallow  water,  and  he  had 
rushed  madly  back  again  into  the  pool — the  only 
rushes  he  did  make — he  was  obliged  to  give  in  at 
last,  and  I  thought  he  was  almost  dead,  and  cer- 
tainly past  any  great  exertion,  until  Jemmy  put 
the  gaff  into  him,  when  for  a  moment  it  was  doubt- 
ful which  of  the  two  was  to  have  the  gaff.  He 
was  got  out  safely,  and  was  well  worth  all  the 
trouble  we  had  had,  for  as  I  afterwards  discovered 
he  weighed  161b.,  and  was  fresh  run — the  largest 
fisb,  by-the-way,  I  ever  caught  on  that  river. 

{To  be  continued.) 


PROSPECTING    THE  WEST 
COUNTKY  WYE. 


During  the  months  of  June,  July,  August, 
Septsmber,  and  October  I  have  devoted  well-nigh 
all  my  days  to  fishing  in  the  Wye,  and  to  studying 
portions  of  that  river  with  a  view  to  subsequent 
operations — observing  the  water,  noting  the  fish, 
and  not  forgetting  to  watch  and  interrogate  other 
anglers,  together  with  keepers,  professional  fisher- 
men, and  all  those  locally  and  piscatorially  learned 
and  experienced. 

So  far  my  investigations  have  only  extended 
from  Hay  to  Ross,  separated  some  thirty-five  miles 
from  each  other  by  road,  but  fully  double  that 
distance  as  the  river  flows  and  bends ;  for  as 
Drayton  writes — 

But  Wye  (from  her  dear  Lug,  whom  nothing  can 
restrain, 

In  many  a  pleasant  shade,  her  joy  to  entertain), 
To  Ross  her  course  directs ;  and  right  her  name  to  show. 
Oft  windeth  in  her  way  as  back  she  meant  to  go. 
Meander,  who  is  said  so  intricate  to  be, 
Hath  not  so  many  turns  nor  crankling  nooks  as  she. 

"  Right  her  name  to  show."  Here  the  poet 
refers  to  the  river's  ancient  British  name,  Gwy, 
bignifjing  sinuosity,  or  turning. 

Approaching  this  tortuous  river  as  I  did  from 
the  not  so  far  distant  Teme  (fairly  rich  in  large 
trout),  at  first  I  was  greatly  disappointed  at  the 
paucity,  not  to  say  lack,  of  trout  in  those  reaches 
which  I  first  studied — that  is  to  say,  the  river 
from  above  Hereford  to  below  Hay.  Herein  there 
are  virtually  no  trout,  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes, 
which,  strange  to  say,  though  virtually  co-existent, 


do  not  produce  the  same  effect  below  Hereford,  as 
I  shall  point  out  later  on.  But  these  upper  waters 
of  the  Wye  are  well  stocked  with  coarse  fishes, 
inimical  to  the  trout,  as  pike,  perch,  eels,  and 
great  shoals  of  large  chub.  Furthermore,  in  suit- 
able localities  the  river  contains  not  a  few  grayling, 
of  which  also  more  anon. 

Indeed,  Drayton's  list  of  fishes  might  have  been 
compiled  after  angling  in  the  Wye,  save  that  the 
bream  is  absent,  whilst  the  shad  (not  mentioned) 
ascends  the  river  in  the  early  summer — 

The  trout,  the  dace,  tlie  pike,  the  breame, 
The  eele,  that  loves  the  troubled  streame, 
The  miller's  thumbe,  the  hiding  loach, 
The  perch,  the  ever-nibbling  roach. 
The  shoales  with  whom  is  Tavie  fraught. 
The  foolish  gudgeon  quickly  caught. 
And  last,  the  little  minnow  fish, 
Whose  chief  delight  in  gravell  is. 

Truly,  the  Wye  is  a  paradise  for  the  fisher  for 
live  baits,  what  with  myriads  of  "  foolish  gudgeon 
quickly  caught,"  shoals  of  minnows,  and  good  store 
of  lusty  roach  and  chub. 

Early  in  August,  and,  indeed,  during  July,  I 
made  a  discovery.  Having  recently  come  off  noted 
grayling  waters,  my  eye  was  arrested  by  those  long 
plumes  of  Igreen  weed,  beloved  of  S.  thymallus. 
"  There  nmst  be  grayling  here,"  said  I  to  myself, 
exchanging  large  and  gaudy  chub  flies  for  a  fine 
cast  and  a  Red  Tag,  a  Blue  Dun,  and  a  Coachman. 
At  once  I  rose  grayling,  and  got  many  a  basket  of 
smallish  specimens,  of  which  the  best  was  but  a 
half-pounder.  As  the  season  advanced  I  did  better, 
finding  the  Coachman  ever  a  favourite  lure.  Then 
the  anglers  in  that  particular  district,  being  neither 
keen  fly-fishers  nor  experienced  as  to  grayling, 
suddenly  realised  that  there  were  grayling  under 
their  very  noses- -and  they  went  for  them. 

Now,  neither  as  regards  individual  weight  nor 
numbers  can  the  Wye  compare  with  the  Teme, 
Lugg,  and  Arrow  as  a  grayling  stream ;  however, 
though  the  likely  places  (and,  indeed,  all  the 
streamy  waters)  are  few  and  far  between,  the  river 
undoubtedly  provides  good  sport  for  the  fly-fisher 
for  grayling.  This  is  but  natural,  seeing  that  the 
Lugg  and  Arrow  are  its  tributaries,  though  far 
superior  as  regards  conformation,  entourage,  and 
food  supply.  Thus,  what  with  grayling,  dace, 
and  chub,  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for  the  fly- 
fisher's  efforts  in  the  upper  waters  —  between 
Hereford  and  Hay,  that  is.  I  have  killed  very 
nice  dace.  As  for  the  chub,  they  are  a  perpetual 
feast — a  standing  dish  (piscatorially,  not  gastro- 
nomically,  that  is,  of  coiu-se) — being  very  numerous, 
and  not  infrequently  being  caught  weighing  21b. 
each  and  more.  Last  June,  too,  when  shad  came 
up  the  river,  a  friend  of  mine  killed  a  two-pounder 
on  a  Red  Spinner. 

Bottom  fishing  for  perch,  too,  is  productive  of 
satisfactory  results.  The  fish  are  there — the  main 
thing  is  to  locate  them.  The  most  successful 
method,  or  rather  style,  is  patemostering  or  ledger- 
ing  with  gudgeon  and  lob-worms.  They  are  to  be 
taken  of  lib.,  l.^lb.,  and  21b.  in  weight. 

As  regards  the  lower  portions  of  the  river,  so  far 
as  I  know  it  (from  Hereford  to  Ross),  it  is  well 
stocked  with  most  varieties  of  fish,  including  trout. 
Why  there  should  be  trout  below  Hereford  and  not 
above,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ascertain,  seeing  that  the 
pike  also  are  far  more  numerous.  An  exceedingly 
clever  Hereford  angler,  who  recently  killed  eleven 
pike  in  one  afternoon  trolling,  assures  me  that  for 
every  one  pike  above  the  city  there  are  ten  below, 
notwithstanding  that  the  Hoarwithy  fishermen 
take  many  large  pike  (20-pounders)  in  their  nets. 
Yet  above  Hereford  a  clergyman  has  had  pike  of 
101b.,  81b.,  61b.,  and  one  monster  scaling  23ilb. 

Thus,  and  particularly  as  I  write  in  October, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Wye  is 
essentially  a  pike  river — much  better  than  is 
generally  known.  The  fish  are  large  and  numerous, 
and  that  plethora  of  coarse  fish,  which  is  so  regret- 
table from  the  sportsman's  point  of  view,  certainly 
has  its  agreeable  uses  in  that  it  provides  endless 
amusement  for  a  great  number  of  anglers — far  more 
than  avail  themselves  of  opportunities  thus  provided. 

And  now  as  to  how  and  where.  At  Hay  at  one 
end,  at  Ross  far  down  towards  the  other,  and  at 
Hereford  in  the  centre,  there  are  angling  quarters, 
clubs,  and  associations  ;  and  in  all  these  places 
resident  and  immigrant  fishermen  do  congregate 
greatly.  Pretty  little  "  Welsh  Hay,"  with  its 
immature  Wye  and  many  rivulets  and  brooks,  has 
inns,  whence  permission  to  fish  may  be  obtained. 
Good  sport  may  be  hal  from  Hereford  (monthlvj 


weekly,  and  daily  tickets),  in  company  with 
numerous  brethren  of  the  rod.  At  Ross,  there  are 
palatial  hotels  and  hordes  of  anglers.  The  water 
above  the  city  is  mainly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large 
territorial  magnates  and  riparian  owners,  who  are 
liberal  in  granting  permission  to  fish  when  cour- 
teously asked.  There  is  a  nice  inn  (the  Portway, 
Mrs.  WilHains)  at  Staunton-on-Wye,  a  mile  from 
the  river  and  two  miles  from  Moorhampton  Station 
(Midland  Railway).  All  about  here  one  rarely 
encounters  other  than  local  anglers,  and  only  a  few 
of  them. 

But  of  all  places  I  recommend  Hoarwithy,  right 
on  the  river  and  two  miles  from  Fawlcy  Station. 
Here,  having  suiweyed  the  water,  I  propose  to  stay 
for  a  time  about  next  April  (for  trout),  besides 
visiting  it  this  autumn  and  winter  for  pike.  There 
are  two  inns— the  Old  Harp  (temperance)  and  the 
New  Harp  (fully  licensed).  Both  have  ample 
accommodation,  the  latter  possessing  five  bed- 
rooms, clean  and  nicely  furnished,  with  sejjarate 
entrance,  and  detached  from  the  portion  which 
may  conveniently  be  designated  "  the  pub."  The 
charges  are  most  moderate,  and  (chief  attraction 
of  all)  few  anglers  frequent  the  river  in  the  locality. 
There  are  seven  miles  of  "  free  fishing  "  that  is 
open  to  freeholders,  who,  together  with  the  resident 
gentry,  are  very  kind  and  generous  to  \-isitor8. 

Furthermore,  from  enquiries  I  have  specially  and 
recently  made  for  the  purposes  of  this  article,  I  am 
able  to  inform  my  readers  that  excellent  accom- 
modation may  be  obtained  (due  notice  being  given), 
together  with  fishing  in  the  Wye,  as  under  :  Kerne 
Bridge— Miss  Smith,  The  Close,  Plucrage,  Ross,  a 
farmhouse  three  miles  from  station  ;  Lydbrook— 
Mrs.  Walker,  Whitchurch,  Ross,  a  private  house, 
near  Goodrich  Castle  and  Symonds  Yat ;  Sjanonds 
Yat— Mr.  Jertkins,  Old  Forge  Jlills,  Ross;  and 
Mrs.  Bridgeman,  The  Cedars,  Whitchurch. 

Writing  as  I  do  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
Monnow,  Lugg,  Arrow,  and  many  other  relatively 
small  streams,  I  proceed  to  pen  a  few  lines  upon 
small  waters,  which  ever  appeal  to  me  personally 
more  than  large  ones,  my  piscatorial  heart  being  in 
Devon  and  Wales.  The  Lugg  and  Arrow  are  now 
providing  that  excellent  sport  with  the  grayling  for 
which  they  are  proverbial,  and  there  are  stretches 
of  both  of  them  accessible  to  "the  general"  by 
staying  at  inns,  Leominster  being  the  centre, 
whence  information  is  to  be  obtained  from  the 
local  "  tackleists  " — notably  Mr.  Williams.  As  for 
the  most  celebrated  and  choice  Monnow,  which, 
being  a  trout  stream  joar  excellence,  must  be  held 
before  the  mental  eye  until  March  or  April  next, 
that  is  largely  and  mainly  jealously  preserved,  but 
visitors  to  Pontsilas  may  get  a  "look  in,"  I  am 
reliably  informed  by  a  noted  resident  naturalist, 
though  not  of  the  brotherhood. 

But  to  return  to  my  subject  and  to  conclude. 
The  Wye,  save  in  populated  and  readily  accessible 
parts,  is  by  no  means  so  flogged  and  fished  as  are 
most  rivers  in  these  islands.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
far  better  pike  stream  than  is  generally  known.  It 
is  well  stocked  with  chub,  perch,  and  roach,  it  con- 
tains nice  dace,  and  it  is  a  very  good  second-class 
grayling  water.  Hklwr. 


Fish,  Fresh-watee,  to  Cook  all  Kinds. — Scale 
your  fish,  and  empty  them,  all  classes  mixed  together; 
clean  them  with  a  damp  cloth,  but  do  not  wash  them  ; 
then  fillet  them — by  filleting  I  mean  that  you  must 
split  them  down  the  back  and  lift  each  half  off  the 
backbone.  You  must  also  carefully  extract  all  the 
other  bones  and  fins.  The  fillets  of  big  fish  should  be 
cut  transversely  into  three-inch  lengths  ;  smaller  fish 
should  be  left  longer.  The  heads  of  such  fish  as  chub 
and  carp  can  be  separated  from  the  bones  and  put  along 
with  the  fish,  but  do  not  do  so  with  heads  that  are  not 
esteemed.  Then  take  all  the  bones  and  the  remaining 
heads  and  fins,  and  cut  them  into  lengths  short  enough 
to  lie  in  a  stewpau ;  cover  them  with  water,  season 
them  with  salt  and  pepper,  and  add  a  bay  leaf,  a  sprig 
or  two  of  thyme,  and  some  parslej'.  Stew  for  half  an 
hour,  and  strain  well.  During  this  time  your  pieces  of 
fillet  should  be  soaking  in  either  white  wine  (at  about 
Is.  a  bottle)  or  cider,  or  vinegar  and  water.  You  should 
blanch  some  button  onions  in  the  meanwhile.  You 
then  cook  your  fish  in  the  bouillon  you  have  obtained 
from  the  bones  mixed  with  the  wiue,  or  other  marinade 
you  have  steeped  it  in,  adding  the  blauched  onions  and 
some  button  mushrooms.  These  latter  arc  sold  very 
good  and  cheap  in  tins.  If  you  have  no  button  onions 
you  must  split  some  bigger  ones.  When  your  fish  is 
done  you  must  have  ready  to  put  into  it  a  lump  of 
butter  rubbed  together  v  ith  dry  flour,  1  ut  take  care 
that  the  stew  is  not  to  boil  after  this  is  added.  It  only 
wants  to  melt,  otherwise  you  will  spoil  your  stew.  X. 
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{From  the  "Booh  of  the  Boach"  by  the  late 
J.  Grevillk  Fennbll.) 
{Continued  from  page  277.) 


CHAPTER  YIIl.— continued. 
Tnp.  fact  is,  it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  puntsman 
to  make  angling  as  enmbersome  as  i^ossible. 
Lighten  it  of  its  half  -  hundredweight  of  clay, 
quarterns  of  bread,  pecks  of  gentles,  and  hundreds 
of  worms,  and  a  punt  is  scarcely  necessary.  How 
is  it  on  almost  every  other  river  in  England  but 
the  Thames  ?  On  the  Trent  a  punt  with  an  angler 
therein  is  scarcely  to  be  seen  between  Biddulph 
and  Gainsborough,  and  it; will  hardly  be  said  that 
those  who  wield  the  rod  lover  silvery  Trent  have 
not  well  earned  the  right  to  be  heard  upon  such  a 
subject. 

"  When  fishing  with  boiled  wheat,  etc.,  a  similar 
practice  may  be  adopted  to  that  spoken  of  in  paste 
or  gentle  fishing.  Grains  may.  however,  be  thrown 
in  instead  of  wheat  or  barley,  as  the  former 
separate  better  in  the  water,  and  do  not  clog  in 
lumps.  Angling  with  worms  in  the  same  way, 
the  worms  for  ground- bait  should  be  almost 
minced." — Bailey. 

Nottingham  anglers  place  four  or  five  worms  in 
a  half  cocoanut  shell  and  then  snip  them  into 
small  pieces  with  the  points  of  a  pair  of  scissors. 
The  result  is  a  horrid  mess,  but  the  process  is,  on 
the  whole,  more  cleanly  and  humane  than  tearing 
the  worms  into  several  pieces,  as  I  have  seen 
Thames  anglers  do. 

On  Sept.  21,  1868,  we  were  witness  to  one  of  the 
greatest  takes  of  roach  we  have  ever  seen  on  the 
Thames.  The  fish  were  taken  from  a  punt  by  two 
rods,  the  sport  being  close  imder  the  high  bank  on 
the  Berkshire  side,  not  far  from  the  entrance  to  the 
Thame.  It  is  the  same  spot  mentioned  by  us  in 
No.  2  of  "  The  Rail  and  the  Eod,"  as  the  one  from 
which  Tom  Wells,  of  Bright  well,  and  his  boy,  took 
so  many  perch.  It  is  perhaps  better  indicated  as 
being  in  an  exact  line  with  the  first  gate  on  the 
tow-path  which  skirts  Hog  Common.  Here  Mr. 
Mark  Raphael  and  Mr.  Hart  commenced  angling 
with  gut  lines  and  running  Nottingham  tackle  as 
soon  as  it  was  light,  and  left  ofi'  at  eleven 
o'clock  a.m.,  with  871b.  of  roach,  quitting  the 
swim  fairly  satisfied,  while  the  fish  were  still  well 
on  the  feed.  There  was  not  a  roach  under  a  ^Ib. 
amongst  the  take,  and  none  more  than  lib.  2oz.  ; 
but  considering  that  it  was  a  dead  easterly  wind, 
and  they  fished  not  more  than  six  hours  in  all,  the 
quantity  is  most  remarkable.  It  is  true  this  hole 
is  a  good  deal  ground-baited,  and  but  little  fished, 
the  vegetable  offal  of  a  slaughtered  bullock  being 
occasionally  thrown  in  by  an  old  angler  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  but  on  this  occasion,  it  would 
seem,  there  was  a  meal  provided  for  the  roach  far 
more  attractive  than  even  this  savoury  bovine 
salad.  I  was  certainly  not  prepared  for  the  fore- 
sight evidenced  by  these  gentlemen,  and  in  the 
cause  of  my  brother  anglers  they  must  excuse  my 
making  it  known — an  apology  being  less  necessary, 
as  I  find  the  plan  has  been  resorted  to  by  others 
with  marked  success.  Any  one  who  has  seen  the 
Thames  tidal  way  at  low  water  must  have  observed 
the  red  mud  which  lines  its  banks,  the  colour 
arising  from  innumerable  small  worms.  Here  then 
is  the  secret.  A  keg,  or  nine-gallon  cask,  is  filled 
with  this  mud,  and  it  is  conveyed  to  the  appointed 
angling  rendezvous  and  placed  on  the  lid  of  the 
punt-well.  A  piece  of  gutta-percha  tubing  is  fitted 
to  a  tap  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  keg,  the 
other  end  being  earned  down  and  made  fast  to  the 
bottom  of  the  river  with  a  punt-pole,  and  then 
the  tap  is  turned  slightly  on,  being  checked  from 
time  to  time  as  the  fish  come  on  or  go  off  +he  feed ; 
thus  the  mud  and  animalcule  are  carried  down  the 
stream,  attracting  every  fish  for  some  distance 
below  to  within  reach  of  the  angler's  bait.  The 
lure  used  for  the  first  hour  was  the  blood-gnat 
worm,  found  at  the  extreme  inland  portions  of 
these  deposits,  up  the  ditches,  creeks,  and  in  any 
mud  left  stagnant  for  a  time.  The  common 
practice  is  to  wash  them  out  of  their  soft  homes 
by  laving  water  over  them,  and,  if  left,  they 
become  gnats.  But  finding  they  were  pestered 
with  small  chub,  gudgeon,  and  dace,  they  tried 
gentles  with  more  success,  and  ultimately  a  paste 
of  flour  mixed  with  sheep's  blood.  It  is  difficult  to 
guess  how  far  this  method  of  ground-baiting,  if 


made  general,  would  agree  with  the  notions  of  the 
conservators  of  the  Thames,  who  might  well  be 
surprised  at  the  removal  of  the  disgraceful  luud 
banks  of  Kew  and  Hammeremith  into  the  more 
rural  districts;  but,  after  all,  it  would  be  but  a 
description  of  retributive  justice  to  take  the  filth  to 
the  places  from  whence  it  came.  Kingston  and 
Windsor  at  least  would  not  be  able  conscientiously 
to  repudiate  their  offspring.  I  am  fully  convinced, 
crowded  as  the  greater  portion  of  the  Thames  is 
with  roach,  that  there  are  comparatively  few  of 
half  a  pound  in  weight,  and  that  those  of  a  pound 
or  more  are  very  few  and  far  between.  In  this 
respect  the  Thames  will  not  bear  comparison  with 
many  of  our  other  English  rivers,  more  particu- 
larly the  Dorset  Avon,  the  lower  Exe,  the 
Darent,  etc. 

We  may  be  pardoned  for  quoting  a  high  authority 
upon  this  subject  of  our  art,  to  which  our  attention 
has  been  called.    At  pp.  22  and  23  of  "  A  Book  on 
Angling,"  by  Francis  Francis,  is  :  "  The  following 
plan  is  an  ingenious  one  ;  it  was  communicated  to 
me  by  an  old  roach  fisher,  who  declared  it  to  be  a 
great  patent.    I  have  never  tried  it  myself,  but  the 
angler  can  do  so  if  he  chooses.    It  often  happens 
that  when  the  water  is  clear  and  low  the  fish  are 
difficult  to  attract,  whereas  if  you  could  discolour 
the  water  a  little  you  would  not  only  coax  the  fish 
to  come  to  your  swim,  but  you  would  induce  them 
to  take  well.    .    .    .    Get  a  tube  shaped  like  a 
trumpet  or  a  post-horn,  or  get  a  common  funnel 
with  a  large  tube,  then  get  three  or  four  lengths  of 
zinc  or  tin  pipe,  which  will  fit  into  each  other  in 
joints  lUie  ferrules,  of  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches  in 
length,  screw  on  a  sufiicient  nmnber  of  these  to 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  water.    Tie  a  stone  or 
weight  on  to  the  same  end  sufficient  to  sink  to  the 
bottom  and  keep  it  steady.    Then  thrust  it  over- 
board to  the  bottom  of  the   water,  the  funnel 
remaining  above  the  water  and  handy  to  you. 
Have  a  tub  near,  in  which  mix  up  some  clay  or 
mould  with  plenty  of  water.    Stir  it  up  until  it 
becomes  thick  slush,  then  take  a  half-pint  mug 
full  of  this  liquid  and  pour  it  into  the  funnel.  This 
runs  slowly  out  of  the  lower  end  of  the  tube  at  the 
bottom  of  the  water  and  thickens  it  for  two  or 
three  minutes,  quite  sufficient  to  attract  the  fish 
and  set  them  biting,  while  it  does  not  fill  their 
bellies  like  ground-bait.    Dropping  your  hook-bait 
into  the  muddy  stream,  let  it  follow  it  down,  and 
you  will  be  likely  to  get  a  bite  or  two.    You  can 
renew  the  colouring  matter  about  every  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and,  said  my  informant,  '  no  matter  how 
low  or  bright  the  water,  you  will  get  sport  when 
none  of  the  boats  or  fishermen  near  you  will 
perhaps  be  able  to  get  any.'  "    There  is  nothing 
new  under  the  sun,  whatever  may  be  novel  about 
it.    The  modus  operandi  of  the  anglers  alluded  to 
by  me,  as  fishing  thus  opposite  the  Thame  en- 
trance, was  much  more  simple  than  this,  as  the 
bare  turning  of  the  tap  at  your  elbow  is  sufficient 
to  regulate  the  flow.    Of  course  any  mud  from  a 
neighbouring  ditch  or  pond  will  do  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but  in  the  instance  of  which  I  have  made 
mention  the  filth  was  taken  from  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  at  Hammersmith,  and,  for  obvious  reasons, 
kept  hermetically  secured  in  the  tub,  so  that  no 
objectionable  effluvia  could  escape.    A  very  simple 
method  of  groimd-baiting  a  roach  swim  is  to  cut 
two  or  three  slices  of  bread,  tie  stones  to  them, 
and  sink  them  in  the  swim.    Fish  a  couple  of 
days  later,-  and  bait  with  paste  or  cubes,  or  frag- 
ments of  crust.    I  believe  I  invented  this  idea 
(doubtless  others  have  also  done  so),  and  have  often 
tried  the  plan  with  much  success.    This  chapter 
may  not,  perhaps,  seem  as  comprehensive  as  it 
might  be  on  the  subjects  of  Thames  and  Trent 
methods  of  fishing,  even  taken  with  the  numerous 
additions  I  have  made  to  it.    The  reader  should, 
however,  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  to  be  read  in 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  book.    In  other 
chapters  minute  directions  as  to  baits,  tackle,  swims, 
etc.,  are  given,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  repeat 
such  information  here. 

iTo  he  continued.) 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Diy-Fly  Fishin?,"  etc.  The  Pield  sajs  :  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angltr 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  'Dinner  al  fresco'  Is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  29.  6d 


THE  TEEATMENT  OF  EIVEES. 


Ancileks  do  not,  as  a  body,  realise  that  rivers  to 
be  productive  require  to  be  dealt  with  in  such  a 
way  that  their  channels  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
become  so  altered  by  the  constant  deposit  of  silt  in 
floods,  that  great  itracts  of  Ashless  shallows  are 
formed  thereby.  We  tend  our  fields,  but  we  do 
not  tend  our  rivers.  We  see  that  our  fields  are 
prepared  for  the  rearing  of  stock,  grain,  or  grass, 
but  we  take  little  or  no  trouble  to  keep  our  rivers 
in  a  fit  state  to  rear  a  great  supply  of  fish. 

The  failure  of  our  salmon  rivers  is  becoming 
alarming,  and  fish  breeders  are  surprised  that  the 
thousands  of  fish  turned  into  them  do  not  produce 
more  thousands,  but  rather  further  help  in  the 
reduction  of  the  fish  in  the  river.  Imagine  a  field 
capable  of  rearing  a  certain  number  of  sheep,  and 
then  imagine  a  farmer  putting  twenty  times  that 
number  into  it,  and  a  parallel  case  to  the  river 
presents  itself  at  once. 

Fish  breeding  is  excellent  in  itself,  but  it  cannot 
be  a  success  with  us  until  we  make  our  rivers  what 
they  ought  to  be. 

Every  river  runs  down  to  the  sea  from  its  water- 
shed with  a  gradually  decreasing  fall  or  declivity, 
and  no  matter  how  slow  or  swift  the  stream  may 
be  this  law  of  nature  is  absolute. 

To  deal  in  the  most  efficient  way  with  a  river 
a  longitudinal  section. of  its  bed  prepared  from 
levels  and  accurate  measurements  should  be  con- 
sulted, for  in  this  way  alone  can  a  proper  judgment 
be  made  as  to  where  dredging  should  be  undertaken 
to  clear  the  bed  of  accumulations  of  silt  which 
interfere  with  its  proper  course.  From  such  a 
drawing  the  proper  site  for  dams  can  be  chosen, 
and  existing  natural  rock  dams  studied.  Damming, 
however,  is  not  the  only  way  to  get  deep  pools,  for 
excavating  may  often  be  found  not  only  cheaper 
but  better  in  every  way.  To  illustrate  this  we  can 
imagine  a  natural  rock  dam  reaching  across  a  river, 
and  above  it  a  h\mdred  yards  of  shallow,  it  is  at 
once  evident  that  excavation  here  in  the  dry  summer 
months  would  produce  a  pool  of  any  desired  depth, 
the  low  summer  water  of  the  river  being  diverted 
during  the  operation.  We  may,  however,  fairly  be 
allowed  to  imagine  a  sudden  flood  filling  this  newly- 
made  pool  and  rendering  further  deepening  very 
expensive,  but  we  can  call  the  siphon  or  some  other 
means  to  our  aid  to  empty  it,  and  so  proceed  with 
our  work. 

Improved  drainage  of  the  land 'has  taken  away 
great  tracts  of  spongy  ground  full  of  water  that 
helped  to  keep  our  rivers  high  for  a  much  longer 
period  at  a  time  than  happens  now.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  our  rivers  are  yearly  becoming 
smaller,  and,  of  course,  capable  of  holding  fewer 
fish.  It  is,  however,  possible  to  increase  the  bear- 
ing capacity  of  any  river  by  judicious  excavation 
and  damming.  The  longitudinal  section  will 
clearly  point  out  the  natinral  fall  of  the  river,  and 
so  act  as  a  standard  to  ^vork  from  ;  but  in  addition 
to  it,  the  form  of  the  river,  as  shown  in  plan, 
requires  most  careful  study,  and  cross  sections  of 
the  bed  and  banks  should  also  be  prepared  to 
assist  the  river  improver  in  his  work. 

The  rapid  rise  of  a  river  in  flood  is  often  the 
cause  of  great  destruction  of  property,  for  little  is 
ever  done  to  be  prepared  against  this  contingency. 
We  find  a  river  at  such  a  time  racing  blindly  out 
of  its  course,  and  possibly  cutting  a  new  channel 
through  some  valuable  fields.  The  owner  of  one 
river  I  know  once  at  great  expense  built  a  concrete 
wall  to  save  his  fields.  Alas  !  this  wall  infuriated 
his  stream  still  more,  and  presented  a  curious 
sight  when  the  flood  abated,  for  it  had  helped  in 
the  excavation  of  a  great  part  of  the  field  it  was 
designed  to  protect.  Another  owner  protected  the 
right  bank  of  his  river  by  an  expensive  arrange- 
ment of  piles  and  boarding,  yet  the  flood  came  and 
carved  a  way  into  his  field  behind  this  protection. 
In  both  these  cases  an  examination  of  the  longi- 
tudinal section  would  have  pointed  out  where 
dredging  out  tlie  channel  would  have  kept  the 
main  body  of  the  flood  water  in  its  proper 
place. 

The  river  itself  can  be  made  to  do  a  great  deal  of 
useful  dredging  by  a  careful  arrangement  of  piles 
and  boarding,  which  can  be  removed  when  the 
desired  result  has  been  obtained.  The  chief  thing 
to  bear  in  mind  is  this,  that  when  a  river's  bed  has 
been  raised  above  its  theoretical  level,  in  valuable 
land,  the  channel  should  be  restored  to  its  proper 
depth.    Driving  piles  to  keep  the  water  from  being 
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destructive  to  property  is  temporarily  successful, 
but  it  is  the  depth  of  the  bed  that  should  be  of  the 
most  vital  interest  always. 

The  minimising  of  the  power  of  floods  should  be 
undertaken  by  a  comprehensive  treatment  of  the 
whole  river  beginning  at  its  source.  Series  of  small 
reservoirs  feeding  each  other,  overflow  channels 
leading  to  canals  and  other  reservoirs  away  from 
the  river  bed,  would  prevent  a  vast  quantity  of 
flood  water  rushing  uselessly  away,  and  enable  us 
to  get  our  rivers  under  proper  control,  so  that 
disastrous  floods  and  water  famines  should  very 
rarely  occur.  E.  F.  T.  Bennett. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

iO  ,,     ,,  Putney.  a^j)75   ,,     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  ^'^^)S0  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   „     „  Barnes.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stieam  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  "Water  at  London  Bridoe. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov.  2    5.37    C.  3 

Sunday,  ,,  3    C.31    7.  4 

Monday,  „  4   .'.   7.37    8 12 

Tuesday,  „  5    S.50    9.3i 

Wednesday,     „  6    10.  9    10.4-5 

Thursday,       „  7    11.16    11.4. 

Friday,  ,,  8    —    0,  ^ 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  Thames  is 
still  low,  bright,  and  dirty.  Leaves  are  abundant,  and 
the  stream  is  nearly  stagnant.  The  weeds  are  begin- 
ning to  die  away,  and  a  few  frosty  nights  would  soon 
make  a  difference.  But  what  is  badly  required 
is  rain  to  colour  the  river.  Then  we  should 
soon  find  the  river  in  good  order  and  fish  well 
ori  the  feed.  The  best  fish  I  have  heard  of  is  a 
chub  of  over  61b.  taken  at  IMarlow  Weir.  Some  of  the 
best  winter  fishing  in  tlie  upper  reaches  of  the  river  'is 
at  Bablock,  Hythe  Ferry,  and  I  propose  to  give  this 
spot  a  trial  when  the  pike  season  is  on.  The 
Chequers'  Inn  is  near  the  river,  and  good  pike 
have  been  had  in  the  locality.  In  regard  to 
roach,  Datchet,  Wraysbury,  Staines,  and  Shepperton 
are  the  best  stations  near  London  when  the  water  is 
coloured,  but  at  present  the  tidal  water  is  best, 
though  the  fish  lately  caught '  are,  as  a  rule, 
small.  Mr.  G.  Sinibaldi  has  taken  another'  carp 
at  Teddington  Weir  pool  weighing  61b.  13oz. 
The  fish  was  taken  after  he  had  been  fishing  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  gave  good  sport  on  fine  tackle. 
At  Kingston  very  few  people  have  been  out,  and  it  has 
only  been  during  the  last  hour  of  daylight  that 
roach  have  been  caught.  Bank  anglers  are  doing  a 
little  better  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  the 
boating  fraternity.  The  Anchor  Fishing  Society  will 
hold  a  roach  competition  on  the  Thames  on  Nov.  10 
and  11,  and  on  Nov.  12  they  will  hold  a  supper  and 
concert  on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Defence  Fund. — 
F.  H.  Amphlbtt. 

  (Teddington  Weir). — Water  bright,  but  in 

good  condition  ;  tides  all  right  for  a  week.  Mr.  Percy 
Curtis  and  myself,  in  a  half-day,  had  four  dozen  fine 
roach,  several  weighing  lib. ;  Mr.  Fautley,  in  one  day, 
about  201b.  fine  roach  and  one  perch ;  Mr.  Adamson, 
one  day,  five  and  a  half  dozen  fine  roach,  four 
largest  scaling  41b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Faulkner,  one  day, 
three  dozen  roach,  two  barbel,  one  jack  4^1b.,  and 
three  dozen  gudgeon.  A  jack  of  6Jlb.  has  also  been 
taken  at  the  weir. — W.  McBride. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  had  a  little  rain, 
which  has  improved  the  look  out  for  coarse  fishing  for 
the  coming  week.  The  recent  stocking  with  tench  has 
given  so  much  satisfaction  to  anglers  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  just  put  in  another  consignment  of 
above  400  fish,  some  of  which  ran  up  to  ten  inches  in 
length.  Pike  fishing  is  improving,  but  a  little  frost  is 
needed  to  put  them  on  the  feed.  Roach,  bream,  and 
perch,  also  eels,  are  being  taken  in  about  the  usual 
numbers  at  this  time  of  the  year. — Thomas  Fobd, 
Caistor. 

Bottisham    Locks    (Watertoeach).  —  For  the 

season  the  weather  most  days  warm  and  bright. 
Angling  very  clean,  with  stream  a  good  colour ;  in  the 
best  autumn  swims,  on  to  Upware,  roach  have  been 
good  sport,  thirty  fish  a  rod  a  day — late  afternoons 
best  time  when  they  bite  sharply  ;  red  paste  for  bait. 
These  swims  are  now  full  of  all  coarse  fish ;  few  perch 
had  up  to  lib.  By  the  locks  "Mr.  Otter"  has  been 
seen  by  lock-keeper  and  others  playing  about  this 


part  of  the  river.  With  roach  disturbed  the  bags  have 
been  small.  For  pike  the  weather  has  been  too  warm, 
only  early  and  late  in  the  day  have  they  been  had  up 
to  3Jlb.  At  present  time  of  writing  weather  unsettled, 
but  rain  required ;  river  now  in  grand  order. — John 
0.  George,  Becho-road,  Cambridge. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— We  had  a  nice  fresh 
down  the  river  last  week,  after  the  recent  heavy 
rainfall.  The  water  is  now  (Oct.  28)  in  very  fair 
condition,  and  as  we  have  just  had  some  sharp  frosts 
grayling  fishing  should  bo  good  during  the  coming 
week,  and  jack  on  the  feed. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Though  we  have  had  a  little 
rise  in  the  river  several  times  the  stock  of  salmon  in 
the  pools  does  not  seem  to  increase.  No  doubt  there 
will  be  one  or  two  good  runs  before  the  end  of  the 
year,  but  whether  they  will  come  in  time  to  benefit 
the  anglers  is  doubtful.  On  the  Eamont  Mr.  F.  E, 
Eastwood  has  landed  two  fish,  I'Jlb.,  91b. ;  Mr.  Illing- 
worth,  two,  191b.  each  ;  Mr.  G.  Norton,  one,  151b.  ; 
Mr.  Scott,  two,  151b.  each ;  and  Mr.  Charlston,  one, 
191b.  On  the  Nunwich  Hall  water  Major  Hopwood, 
one,  161b.,  and  Brittain,  the  keeper,  two,  121b.,  191b. 
On  the  Low  House  water  Mr.  Slater,  one,  211b.  At 
Warwick  Hall  Mr.  Liddell,  one,  201b.  At  Wetheral, 
Mr.  T.  Robinson,  one,  151b.  At  Rickerby  Mr.  Soott, 
one,  and  in  the  water  below  Carlisle  Mr.  J.  S.  Nelson, 
one,  131b.,  and  Mr.  Ellwood,  one,  181b.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday) the  river  is  just  in  order  after  a  small  spate, 
but  will  be  better  to-morrow. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Unfortunately,  this  river  has  not 
during  the  past  week  run  in  a  condition  suitable  to 
provide  sport  for  the  anglers  who  have  daily  plied  the 
rod,  and  the  continued  absence  of  a  good  spate  must 
necessarily  afford  but  slight  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment for  some  days  to  come.  One  or  two  fish  have 
been  grassed,  but  an  accurate  record  is  not  to  hand  at 
the  time  of  writing.  The  river  appears  to  be  well 
stocked  with  salmon  and  trout,  large  numbers  having 
been  placed  in  the  higher  waters  by  the  bailiffs. 
Several  sea-anglers  have  been  experiencing  capital 
sport  with  the  bottom  line,  but  the  takes  generallj' 
have  consisted  of  small  fry,  of  which  there  is  an 
abundance  in  the  lower  harbour  and  off  the  piers. 
Several  fair-sized  eels  have  been  secured  near  the 
bridge. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather,  with 
the  continued  cold  winds,  unfavourable  from  the 
anglers  point  of  view  and  at  present  the  prospects  do 
not  look  favourable.  A  few  pike  have  been  taken  by 
the  most  persevering  of  our  rodsters,  but  beyond  this 
nothing  worth  recording  has  come  under  notice.  In 
the  Tiverton  Canal  I  hear  a  few  perch  and  some  pike 
have  been  taken,  and  soon  the  fishing  there  will  be 
good  as  the  lilies  and  weeds  are  beginning  to  disappear. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) — 
Pike  fishing  seems  to  be  looking  up  in  the  South 
Lincolnshire  drains.  The  drains  are  becoming  fuller 
of  water,  the  weeds  are  dying  down,  and  fish  over 
71b.  are  occasionally  on  the  move,  inclined  more 
especially  to  live  bait  thrown  to  them.  These  baits 
are  apparently  more  attractive  than  wholly  artificial. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  landed  about  Donington 
and  also  at  the  lower  end  of  the  same  drain.  At  both 
these  points  fish  between  71b.  and  101b.  have  been 
banked.  Good  luck  is  also  stated  to  have  been 
obtained  on  the  Welland  in  the  Deeping  district.  A 
few  fish  are  also  reported  from  drains  on  the  Cam- 
bridgeshire side. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts). — Anglers  are  visit- 
ing the  Haxey  district  in  greater  numbers.  Besides 
roach,  it  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  pike  are  on  the 
move,  and  it  looks  like  a  fairly  good  season  setting 
in.  The  same  also  may  be  said  of  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Trent  below  Laneham.  One  gentle- 
man is  said  to  have,  got  a  score  of  fine  fish,  his 
best  scaling  101b.  Higher  up  still,  at  West  Stoke, 
one  was  scaled  of  lOjlb.  Chub  have  also  been 
captured  with  chandler's  greaves.  Notwithstanding 
the  rains  the  Trent  is  reported  at  about  the  level  of 
summer.  Chub  anglers  have  had  a  little  success  on 
the  Idle  above  Retford,  whilst  below  that  town  one  or 
two  fair  catches  of  roach  are  reported  between  Bollam 
and  Mattersey.  The  present  is  a  good  time  for  gray- 
ling, but  we  do  not  hear  of  many  captures,  the  supply 
of  fish  being  almost  run  out,  at  least,  so  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  upper  waters  say. — L. 

Lark  (Suffolk). — This  river  is  now  in  good  order 
both  for  pike,  roach,  perch,  and  chub.  There  are  some 
good  pike  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  society's 
preserved  waters  near  Prickwillow,  and  there  are  also 
some  good  perch  up  to  21b.  The  weeds  have  gone 
down  nicely,  and  the  water  is  higher.  For  roach  I 
should  recommend  West  Row  Deep,  Worlington,  Jack 
Tree,  Icklingham.  At  all  these  places  there  are  some 
good  deep  holes,  and  full  of  fish.  Gentles  are  good  bait 
now,  or  a  well  made  saffron  paste.  During  the  last 
week  some  very  fine  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken  ; 
the  weather  has  been  perfectly  springlike,  which 
accounts  for  the  fish  feeding  so  well. — Raven. 

Lea. — There  is  no  improvement  to  record  in  the 
condition  of  the  river  and  its  tributaries,  which  are  gin 
clear,  very  weedy,  and  full  of  'dead  leaves,  etc.  Fish 


under  the  circumstances  have  not  been  biting  well» 
especially  the  roach.  No  good  baskets  are  reported  at 
the  time  of  writing,  but  roach  have  been  caught  at 
Ponders  End,  Waltham,  Rye  House  and  Hertford. 
At  the  last-named  resort  a  211).  chub  has  been 
taken,  also  a  few  dace  and  small  jack.  The 
capture  of  another  barbel  is  reported  from  Pon- 
ders End,  scaling  about  3ilb.,  and  sonic  nice 
perch  have  been  both  seen  and  caught  here  and  at 
Enfield  Lock.  Minnows  are  proving  the  best  baits. 
A  large  number  of  club  anglers  have  been  out  on  this 
river  and  the  Stort,  but  results,  with  few  exceptions, 
have  proved  very  disappointing,  and  while  the  waters 
are  so  sluggish  and  dirty,  little  improvement  can  bo 
expected.  The  rivers  require  thoroughly  scouring  out. 
The  Lea  Conservancy,  to  clean  the  bed  of  the  river, 
has  begun  dredging  operations  at  Ware. —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — A  pike  in  fine  condition  of 
121b.  was  caught  in  these  waters  during  the  past 
week  by  a  member  of  the  society.  Many  other  pike 
have  also  been  landed  up  to  51b.  in  weight.  They  are 
now  feeding  freely  and  most  anglers  have  had  some  to 
reward  them  for  their  time  spent  by  the  river.  Some 
excellent  baskets  of  roach  have  also  been  had  here. — 
P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
continue  to  run  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  there  is 
no  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  water,  which  is  very 
low  and  clear,  and  a  flush  of  water  would  greatly 
improve  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and  fine 
with  a  few  showers  of  rain  at  night,  and  has  been 
suitable  for  grayling  fishing.  The  fish  are  now  sporting 
well  at  the  fly,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out  aud  have  used  Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  Orange 
Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Hare's 
Ear,  Blue  Gnat,  and  Willow,  and  some  fine  grayling 
landed.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  good.  The 
Pinsley  is  clear  and  low. — Gwynse. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Eingsland). — 
Still  the  rivers  are  extremely  low  and  clear,  yet 
when  the  day  at  all  favours,  grayling  are  rising  freely. 
Weather  generally  has  been  dull,  with  rain  threatening 
but  little  falling.  The  best  flies  have  been  Mid  Blue, 
Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Dun,  Blue  Gnat, 
Whirling  and  Orange  Tag  ;  also  useful  are  Willows 
(male  and  female),  Wickham,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear, 
Grey  Badger,  and  Red  Palmer.  Little  doing  with 
bottom  and  mid  water  baits.  Prospects  for  coming 
week  good.  Glass  this  (Wednesday)  evening  high  and 
rising;  wind,  N.E.,  cold;  weather,  dry  and  hazy.— 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Sea-trout  fishing 
will  end  on  Nov.  2.  The  latter  end  of  the  season  has 
shown  no  sport,  although  several  fly-fishers  have  tried 
the  public  water  here.  The  river  is  rapidly  clearing 
of  weeds,  and  common  trout  are  rising  greedily  as  is 
always  the  case  after  the  season  is  closed.  They  may 
now  be  noticed  in  great  numbers  nearing  the  mouth 
of  the  tributary  brooks  up  which  they  will  soon  go  to 
spawn. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry). — We  have  experienced 
very  rough  weather  to-day,  Wednesday,  Oct.  SO,  quite 
upset  things  piscatorial ;  otherwise  we  have  been  doing 
very  well  during  the  last  fortnight,  principally  among 
the  jack,  Mr.  Burke  getting  one  71b.  aud  a  lot  of 
smaller  ones,  returned.  The  water  is  in  very  good 
condition  now  the  rain  has  coloured  it  a  little,  and  I 
have  been  working  paternoster  lately.  The  weeds 
that  have  not  been  swept  away  give  sicely  now,  so  it 
is  quite  safe,  and  every  day  makes  it  better.  If  the  wind 
drops  it  will  be  all  right  this  week-end. — A.  Scard. 

Ouse  (Sussex). — A  fine  pike  of  131b.  was  taken  at 
Hamsey  the  other  day,  two  or  three  miles  above  Lewes, 
in  the  tidal  water.  'The  river  is  in  good  order,  and 
isike  on  the  feed. — H. 

Severn,  Vymvry,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Although  some  showers  have  recently  fallen 
in  this  neighbourhood,  all  these  rivers  are  still  in  very 
good  condition,  aud  fair  sport  is  being  had  with 
grayling,  principally  in  the  Vyrnwy,  near  Pentreheylin, 
some  short  distance  below  Llanymynech,  and  also  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tanat.  Good  sport  is  had  in 
the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  with  pike,  chub,  roach,  and 
a  few  perch  are  also  taken  from  these  rivers,  but  they 
are  more  plentiful  in  the  ^'yrnwy  than  in  the  Severn. 
Some  pike  and  chub  of  a  good  size  have  also  been 
captured  in  the  Vyrnwy  near  the  village  of  Llausaint- 
firaid.  The  weather  still  continues  most  remarkably 
mild  for  the  end  of  October,  and  this  pretty  neighbour- 
hood looks  remarkably  well  when  the  varied  autumnal 
foliage  is  illuminated  by  brilliant  sunshine.  .Vnglers, 
however,  are  much  troubled  at  thi?  season  of  the  year  with 
the  large  quantity  of  fallen  leaves  with  which  the  rivers 
are  now  filled,  and  which  interferes  very  much  with 
the  anglers'  operations  and  which  will  have  to  bo 
endured  patiently  for  some  time  to  come  if  the  present 
very  mild  weather  continues.  The  fishing  in  the 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  is  still  very  good,  and  fine 
pike  and  other  coarse  fiSh  are  taken  from  it  daily. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  on  the 

clear  side,  and  though  we  have  had  one  or  two  sharp 
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frosts  the  river  is  not  yet  sufficiently  clear  of  weeds  for 
good  pike  angling.  Several  anglers  were  out  on 
Oct.  27,  and  several  jack  were  taken,  mostly  running 
small,  Mr.  W.  Stebbing,  however,  ha\'ing  a  nice  fish  of 
14Jlb.  Roach  of  any  size  seem  dead  ofi  the  feed,  and 
will,  no  doubt,  remain  so  until  the  water  gets  thickened 
up. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Up  to 
Oct.  30,  the  weather  has  been  warm  and  summerlike, 
but  now,  in  the  south,  we  are  experiencing  heavy 
gales,  and  the  waterside  is  anything  but  pleasant. 
A  few  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  Ouse  in  the 
tidal  portion,  near  Lewes,  one  handsome  fish  of  131b., 
while  smaller  specimens  have  been  captured  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills  and  at  Isfield.  A  pike  of  Sib.  was 
recently  taken  at  Pletching,  with  a  flight  of  hooks 
and  trace  attached  in  its  mouth.  The  Adur  and 
Cuckmere  has  not  afforded  good  sport.  Pike  have 
been  feeding  at  Chichester  Canal.  Fish  of  6Jlb..  51b., 
and  smaller  have  been  taken  principally  with  live  bait. 
The  heaviest  bream  of  the  week  weighed  21b.  A  tench 
of  21b.  and  perch  up  to  2ilb.  have  been  secured  in  the 
lower  reach.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigan). — Plenty  of  water  in 
the  river.  Several  pood  salmon  were  landed  during 
the  past  week,  and  all  in  good  condition.  The  salmon 
(rod)  season  closes  on  Oct.  31. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  cold  at  nights,  with  some  rain, 
followed  by  foggy  mornings  and  fine  days,  suitable  for 
grayling  fishing.  The  rain  has  refreshed  the  river, 
but  more  is  wanted  to  clear  the  bed  of  the  river  of 
rubbish,  and  fallen  leaves  are  now  a  nuisance  to  fly 
fishers.  Grayling  have  been  moving  better,  and  the 
large  fish  appear  now  to  be  taking  the  fly  well, 
and  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out.  The  best  flies 
to  use  are  the  Reg  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect, 
Orange  Tag,  Blue  Gnat,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Red 
Palmer,  and  Hare's  Ear.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried  with  worm  and  maggot,  and  several  nice  lots  of 
coarse  fish  have  been  landed.  Pike  are  now  more  on 
the  feed,  and  several  rods  have  been  out  and  fair  sport 
had  with  live  bait.  The  prospects  for  sport  next  week 
are  good  if  the  weather  holds  fine.  On  Saturday 
(Oct.  26)  eight  grayling  were  taken  with  Orange  Tag 
and  Whirling  Blue.  On  Monday,  in  the  Ludford 
water,  some  very  nice  grayling  (|lb.  and  fib.  each) 
were  landed  with  the  fly.  Sport  good  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  running  low  and  clear,  and  fishing  quiet  in  them 
this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  continues 

to  run  low  and  clear,  but  has  been  refreshed  a  little  by 
some  nice  falls  of  rain,  but  more  is  wanted  to  rise  the 
river  and  clear  out  the  leaves  and  rubbish.  The 
weather  has  been  in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to 
get  out,  and  a  good  few  rods  have  been  on  the  water. 
The  fish  have  been  rising  better  and  sport  has  been 
good  with  the  fly.  Little  fishing  done  with  bottom 
baits.  The  flies  to  use  will  be  Wickham,  Rod  and 
Orange  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  and  Green 
Insect.  Some  nice  sized  grayling  taken  in  this  part 
during  the  last  few  days,  and  prospects  for  sport  are 
good. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Ifewark). — Angling  has  been  particularly 
slow  during  the  past  week  in  the  Newark  district,  for 
pike,  which  were  chiefly  relied  upon  for  sport,  have 
been  decidedly  off,  nothing  but  small  fish  moving,  the 
bulk  of  those  secured  from  the  Muskham  water  being 
below  the  takeable  size  and  consequently  returned. 
A  few  good  roach  have  been  shown  at  the  club  room, 
best  lib.  TJoz.  2  shots  by  Mr.  T.  Davis  on  Saturday, 
Oct.  26,  and  many  dace  have  been  trayed,  though 
nothing  over  8oz.  Gentles  have  been  the  best  bait,  the 
fish  not  yet  taking  worms.  River  in  fair  condition 
but  full  of  falling  leaves,  fishing  light  being  thereby 
difficult. — Trentsider. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon,  Middlesex).— On  Oct.  27 
we  had  some  very  good  catches  of  Jack.  Messrs. 
Osam,  one,  lOJlb. ;  Frost,  one,  4^1b. ;  Richard, 
one,  6Jlb. ;  Cooper,  one,  7Jlb. ;  Smith,  one,  7^1b. 
The  prize  of  £1  Is.  for  the  largest  take  of 
perch  during  October  goes  to  Mr.  Schrimm, 
32,  Great  College-street,  N.W.  A  prize  of  £1  Is.  will 
be  given  for  the  largest  jack  taken  during  the  month 
of  November. — F.  C.  Dixon. 

Witham,  etc.  (IMCid  and  ITorth  Lincolnshire).— 
Since  the  "Shield"  competition  about  a  week  ago 
attendance  on  the  Witham  has  been  very  meagre 
indeed,  the  banks  have  been  nearly  deserted,  the  water 
is  stated  to  be  very  clear,  and  although  rain  has  fallen 
it  does  not  appear  to  have  affected  the  river.  The 
captures  of  roach  have  really  been  very  few.  Yellow 
paste  has  perhaps  been  best.  This  applies 
from  Bardney  to  Boston,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
one  miles.  Pike  anglers,  on  the  other  hand, 
have  done  very  well.  Local  experts  about  Anton 
Gowts  have  caught  a  number  up  to  .51b.  each.  About 
TattershaU  a  few  rods  were  operating  with  live  bait, 
and  below  Dogdyke  Station  there  were  some  captures 
running  up  to  about  71b.  Sport  on  the  drains  about 
Boston  has  been  quiet  and  anglers  few.  One  got  a 
lot  scaling  lilb.,  and  ajaother  got  a  dish  of 'good  ones 


by  means  of  bread  paste.  On  the  Mount  Pleasant 
drain  there  has  been  very  little  sport,  though  pike  have 
been  tried  for. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Dervrent  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
has  not  been  so  favourable  during  the  past  week  for 
grayling  fishing,  being  very  mild  on  some  days  and 
dull;  a  little  sharper  weather  should  improve  the  fish- 
ing, as  grayling  have  not  been  rising  so  well 
of  late.  A  few  good  grayling  have  been  taken 
with  maggots  and  small  red  worms  about 
Matlock  Bridge.  The  Darleydale  club's  water 
>ielded  baskets  cf  from  two  to  five  brace,  also  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water  has  afforded  two  to  four  brace  per  rod. 
A  nice  woodland  water  has  been  on  the  Derwent  which 
is  the  best  colour  for  either  fly  or  bottom.  The  prospect 
is  good  for  the  next  few  days,  and  following  flies  will 
be  useful:  Whirling  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quills,  Black  Gnat, 
Grey  Palmer,  and  Furnace  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.   Xfidd,   Berwent.  &c. 
(Yorks  )  — During  the  past  day  or  two  our  rivers  have 
been  simply  choked  with  floating  leaves,  and  I  have 
found  the  upper  waters  of  the  Yore  and  its  tributary 
streams  bad  to  fish,  in  fact  it  has  been  a  matter  of  angling 
under  difficulties,  although  when  floating  leaves  are 
in  evidence  I  only  fish  one  or  at  most  two  flies  on 
a  cast.    My  basket  has  contained  from  six  to  eight 
fish  I  got  eight  this  afternoon  ;  with  the  Red  Palmer 
and  Purple  Bumble,  and  returned  a  lot  of  trout,  which 
teems  thick  on  the  spawning  beds,  to  the  water ;  when 
at  Redmill  on  Monday,  a  local  angler  told  me  he  had 
seen  several  small  salmon  attempt  to  negotiate  the  falls 
there.  From  Ripon  I  hear  that  sport  has  been  fairly  good 
considering  the  drawbacks  I  have  mentioned,  but  we 
want  a  real  good  flood  now  to  wash  the  leaves,  etc., 
out,  followed  by  a  sharp  frost  to  make  grayling  fishing 
what  it  shoiild  be.    Angling  in  the  Swale  has  been 
bad  ;  the  tributaries  have  shown  better  sport,  and  a 
few  decent  baskets  of  grayling,  roach,  and  dace  have 
been  caught  in  Bedale  Beck.    Sport  in  the  Wiske  is 
likely  to  be  nil  this  season,  and  from  the  point  where 
Romanby  Beck  flows  into  the  stream  right  down  to 
where  it  joins  the  Swale  there  is  little  or  no  water 
flowing,  as  the  North-Eastern  Railway  have  tapped 
the  stream  in  the  vicinity  of  Wiske  Moor  in  order  to 
obtain  a  supply  of  water  for  their  engines,  so  that  anglers 
need  not  trouble  to  commence  fishing  until  they  get  above 
Yafforth,  past  Danby  Wiske  there  is  some  excellent 
coarse  fishing  to  be  had,  but  of  course  the  necessary 
leave  has  to  be  obtained.    The  pike  fishing  in  this 
stream  is  simply  excellent,  and  those  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  fish  it  have  been 
rewarded  with  good  sport.    Some  very  fine  specimens 
of  both  roach  and  dace  have  also  been  taken  on  this 
stretch  of  water.    From  the  Wharfe  I  hear  that 
anglers  pick  up  a  few  grayling  daily  at  Burnsal,  and 
in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  where  anglers  have 
found  Red  Tag,  Brad^h  aw's  Fancy,  Dark  Needle,  and 
Green  Insect  to  kill  fish,  but  they  are  hampered  by 
the  floating  leaves.    The  best  panniers  of  grayling 
continue  to  be  made  at  the  present  time  with  swim- 
ming the  worm  and  maggot.    A  fair  number  of  rods 
have  been  out  at  Harewood,  CoUingham,  Wetherby, 
aod  Boston  Spa,  but  sport  has  not  been  at  its  best. 
At    Tadcaster    sport    amongst    roach,    dace,  and 
grayling  has  been  fairly  good,  several  nice  baskets 
of  mixed  fish,  weighing  on  an  average  8lb.  each. 
At  Ryder  and  Ulleskelf,  pike-fishing  has  been  slow, 
the   best   fish   that   has    come    under  my  notice 
being   one  about   71b.     A  fair  number  of  anglers 
from  Leeds  have  visited  the  Ouse  at  Bishopthorpe 
and  Acaster.    Sport  at  the  first-named  place  has  been 
only  moderate,  one  or  two  baskets  weighing  61b.  or  71b. 
having  been  got.    At  Acaster,  sport  is  also  poor,  but 
below  the  locks  has  improved,  several  fine  baskets  of 
roach  and  dace  having  been  got.  Reports  from  the  river 
Nidd  are  meagre.    There  has  been  very  little  sport  on 
the  Knaresboro'  or  Harrogite  Club's  water  lately.  The 
Derwent,  at  Teddingham,  Knaptonand  Malton,  has  been 
little  fished  ;  Messrs.  Pickering  and  Foxcroft  have 
been  the  most  successful  anglers  I  have  come  across  ; 
a  few  pike  and  perch  have  been  caught  with  live  bait, 
but  they  have  run  small.    The  best  flies  for  next  week 
are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Red  Palmer, 
Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Purple  Bumble,  Waterhen  Bloa, 
and  Snipe  and  Purple.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  waters  are  in  good 
order  for  the  fly,  and  salmon  have  been  taking  fairly 
well.  A  lew  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  have  also  been 
got  in  the  Liddle.  Fishing  in  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  Milne,  of  Longtown,  landed  a  fine  salmon 
weighing  221b.  ;  Mr.  Peter  Bell,  Longtown,  caught  a 
salmon  of  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Budd,  Longtown,  got  one  111b. 
These  were  caught  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools 
on  the  English  side  of  the  Esk.  Lower  down  the  river 
Mr.  IMcLellan,  Glasgow,  caught  a  fine  salmon  weigh- 
ing 221b.  in  the  Roost  pool  between  Longtown  and  the 
Metal  Bridge.  The  "  Roost  "  was  the  favourite  pitch  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Cartner,  the  popular  landlady  of  the  Metal 
Bridge  Hotel,  beloved  of  all  aa£lei's.    The  Liddle  has  of 


late  been  showing  up  well.  Mr.,T.  Beattie,  Newcastleton 
had  a  salmon  of  7!b.  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  Mr. 
Walker,  Copshaw,  creeled  some  sea  trout  and  a  number 
of  yellow  trout,  Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a  small  salmon,  and 
Mr.  Watson  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
same  water.  In  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  -Tno. 
Jardine,  Caoonbie,  landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  IHlb. 
in  Little  INIoat  Pool.  Mr.  Graham  had  one  of  131b. 
One^  of  the  keepers  caught  a  salmon  of  12lb. ;  Mr. 
Reginald  Steel,  Canonbie,  landed  two  salmon  weighing 
respectively  22lb.  and  IG^lb.,  one  was  taken  from  the 
Willow  Pool  and  the  other  from  the  Cauldron.  An 
other  gentleman  had  a  salmon  from  the  Netherby  sid - 
of  the  Willow  Pool.  Fi>hing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
P]sk,  Mr.  T.  Morrison,  Langholm,  caught  a  salmon  17Jlbe 
in  Todholes.  In  the  Duke  of  Buncleuoh's  reserve 
water,  Mr.  W.  Patersou,  Holmfoot,  Langholm,  caught 
two  small  salmm,  1.3lb.  and  51b.  In  the  same  water, 
Mr.  Graham,  Holmfoot,  Langholm,  had  a  nice  salmon, 
and  Lord  Dalkeith,  M.P.,  landed  two  salmon  below 
Langholm  in  tLe  reserved  water,  one  of  them  weigh- 
ing 2-tlb.  These  salmon  were  given  by  his  lordship  to 
working  men.  Subsequently  Lord  Dalkeith  had  two 
salmon ,  each  weighing  close  on  301b.  During  the  last 
fortnight  the  biggest  haul  in  the  Netherby  water  was 
made  by  Col.  Bingham,  who  landed  five  salmon,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  26lh.  Frank  Little,  Canonbie, 
caught  a  salmon  of  311b.  in  Byreburnfoot  water,  close 
to  the  bridge  which  spans  the  Byreburn,  a  short  thick 
and  clear  fish,  the  best  of  the  season  taken  in  the  mid- 
reaches  of  the  Esk.  Messrs.  J.  Armstrong  and  Geo. 
Law,  Canonbie,  had  each  a  salmon  weighing  about 
201b.  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  Riokman,  Cross  Keys 
Hotel,  Canonbie,  had  a  nice  salmon  of  131b.  in 
Double  water.  Mr.  Monkhouse,  Longtown,  one  of 
about  121b.  in  the  lower  reaches.  Mr.  J.  Musgrove, 
Longtown,  fishing  for  Mr.  P.  Bell  in  the  Netherby 
side  of  the  Willow  pool,  caught  a  splendid  fish,  weigh- 
ing within  an  ace  of  301b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Foster,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Budd,  Ijongtown,  in  the  same  pool  on  the 
English  side  of  the  water,  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
over  241b.,  and  Mr.  Gardner  caught  one  of  101b.  in 
the  same  water.  Angling  for  the  season,  which  has 
been  an  exceptionally  good  one  for  salmon  during  the 
back  end,  is  now  closed  until  the  middle  of  February. 
— Gilnockie. 

Devoron. — Rain  has  fallen  during  the  past  week, 
and  anglers  will  now  have  a  good  water  until  the  close 
of  the  season.  On  the  Hvmtly  water,  on  Oct.  19,  Mr. 
-Tessiman  had  a  salmon  of  8lb. ;  IMr.  G.  Brown,  one  of 
71b. ;  and  Mr.  Crighton,  one  of  5lb.  On  the  24th,  Mr. 
Yule  had  a  fish  of  16lb. ;  Mr.  Gray,  one  of  18lb. ;  Mr. 
Jessiman,  one  of  lOlb. ;  Mr.  Rough,  a  fine  fish  of  291b.; 
and  Mr.  Leslie,  one  of  51b.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  Gray 
had  a  large  fish  of  201b.  ;  Mr.  Watt,  one  of  5lb. ; 
and  Mr.  Mollis  one  of  81b. ;  on  the  Forglen  water  on 
Oct.  24  Mr.  Russell  had  three  fish  of  15lb.,  171b.,  and 
221b.  respectively ;  on  Oct.  25,  two  fish  of  81b.  and 
15lb. ;  on  the  house  water  twenty  fish  were  killed  in 
three  days,  ranging  in  weight  from  81b.  to  301b. ;  on 
the  Craigston  water,  Mr.  Woodman-Smith  had  seven 
fish  for  the  week,  from  8lb.  to  251b. ;  ^n  the  Eden 
water  a  lady  had  three  fish  for  the  week — 15lb., 
161b.,  and  251b.  each  ;  on  the  Duff  House  water  on 
the  24th,  Mr.  Wyllie  had  a  fish  of  28lb.  On  the 
Ardmeallie  section,  on  the  16th,  Sir  Arthur  Clay  had 
a  fish  of  121b  ,  on  the  18th  one  of  17lb.,  and  on  the 
19th  two  of  6|lb.  and  18lb.  On  the  Rothiemay  section, 
on  the  17th,  Colonel  Forbes  had  a  fish  of  151b.,  and  on 
the  18th  one  of  191b.  On  the  Mayne  water,  on  the 
17th,  two  fish  of  I6lb.  and  181b.  were  killed,  and  on 
the  18th  two  of  191b.  and  201b.  Mr.  R.  M. 
Thomson,  on  the  Cabrach  water,  last  week  had  a 
large  salmon  of  29lb.-H.  W. 

South  of  Scotland  — The  weather  continues  very 
unsettled  again  this  week,  and  another  large  flood 
prevailed  on  Tuesday.  Rain  fell  continuously  over 
Annandale  and  Nithsdale  all  day  on  Monday  and 
during  the  greater  part  of  Monday  night.  On  the 
following  morning  the  rivers  were  bank  full  of 
red  flood.  This  was  a  most  unfortunate  ending 
to  some  of  the  rivers  which  expired  their  rod 
fishing  on  Thursday  and  yesterday  (Friday).  With 
one  exception  the  Galloway  rivers  closed  on  Thursday, 
as  also  did  the  Ayrshire  rivers.  The  Derwent 
of  Solway,  the  Carlisle,  Eden,  the  Annan,  and  the 
Nith  all  continue  for  another  fifteen  days  into  the 
present  month.  The  Annan. — In  the  lower  beats  of 
this  river  on  Oct.  26,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  a  fine 
salmon  of  20lb.  out  of  the  Battery  Pool  with  a  Thames 
gudgeon  as  bait,  and  on  the  same  day,  in  the  portion 
below  bridge,  he  killed  ai^other  of  fully  that  weight  with 
the  same  lure.  In  the  Northfield  private  water,  Mr. 
Lees,  Northfield,  killed  two,  one  of  201b.  and  one  of  about 


Grayling  Fi.ibs  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen\ 
Selections  made  fur  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattern, 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  .J.  E.  Jliller,  who  has  liad  over 
tliirty  years'  in'atlical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (VI 
p.ittei'us)  se)it  on  reeeipt  of  Sanijile  Jlounted  FlyCast  Is.  flds 
iiia.\liiig  v\'i>rni  I  asi ,  Is.  (ira.vling  orm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Ls.  per  dozen.  '■rritls  Hook  of  the  Grayling,"  12s.  (id. 
"(irayling.  and  How  to  r.-iteh  Tlieni,"  2s.  6d.  ".Tackson's 
Piactical  Fly  Fisher  foi-  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7s.  ed.— J.  E. 
Mll.l.KH  ('I'eieph'.iie  'ZDOl  >.  Ni>rr,hern  Anglers'  Decot,  19,  New 
.Siation-sLreel,  Leeds.    Telegrams;  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 
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261b.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion  of  the  Annan  at 
Blacketlees,  on  Tliursday,  Oct.  24,  an  angler  killed  one 
of  151b.;  Mr.  Rutherford's  keeper  (Roliertson)  landed 
one  out  of  Warmanbie  stream  on  Friday,  Oct.  25,  of 
171b.    In  the  Mount  Annan  water  on  Friday,  Oct.  25, 
Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  killed  a  fine  fish  of  31ilb. 
and  another  of  121b.    Mr.  John  Bell  killed  one  of 
221b.   with    minnow  in  the  flat  water  of  Luce 
In  Hoddom  Castle  water  on  Saturday,  Oct.  2G  Mr 
Cowan,  Hallguards,  killed  one,  as  also  did  the  keeper, 
T.  Reid  ;  on  Friday,  Oct.  25,  one  was  caught.    In  the 
Four  Towns  water  Mr.  Henry  Bovd  killed  one  of 
241b.    on    Thursday,    Oct.    24,     and   a  smaller 
fish  of  some  141b.  or  151b.  on  the  previous  day. 
The  NiTH  has  been  in  flood  and   another  spate 
occurred    on    Tuesday,    Oct.    22.    Fishing  in  the 
Cowhill  private  water  Mr.  Aitken,  Sandbed,  killed 
SIX    salmon   on    one    day,  weighing    251b.,  221b., 
151b.,  101b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  respectively.    On  the  follow- 
mgday  he  had  three  of  251b.,  15Ib.,  and  101b.  These  were 
all  caught  with  one  Brown  Turkey  fly.    The  Gallo- 
way RiVEES.— The  sport  has  been  poor  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  as  also  on  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse.     Ayrshire   Rivers.— On  the 
Girvan  river  odd  salmon  have  been  landed,  and  one  or 
two  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  club  water.  On 
account  of  the  very  unsettled  weather  the  sport  has 
been  below  tlie  average  this  autumn.— Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
_  Belfast  and  District.— Angling  came  to  a  close 
in  this  district  on  Oct.  31.  The  rivers  were  all  flooded, 
and,  practically,  there  was  no  fishing  during  the  week' 
the  water  being  too  high  and  dirty  for  the  fly.  Anglin" 
closed  poorly  on  the  dams,  only  a  few  brace  of  trout 
having  been  taken  since  last  notes.  An  odd  bag  of  sea- 
trout  was  made  on  the  Glens  of  Antrim  "streams 
before  they  went  into  flood.  The  coarse  fishing  in  this 
district  IS  not  good,  and  will  not  be  till  the  lakes  and 
canals  subside.  An  angler  or  devil-fish  was  taken  last 
week  in  Belfast  Lough,  and  was  exhibited  for  some 
time  in  the  window  of  Sawver's  Limited  High 
Street. — J.  A.  B.  " 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  closed  on  Oct.  31.  It  was  rather  high  for  fishin'' 
during  the  week.  On  Saturday  (Oct.  26)  your  cor° 
respondent  was  out  on  the  Torrent  tributary  after  a 
lapse  of  SIX  years,  but  did  nothing,  as  it  was  too  high. 
The  closing  of  the  Blackwater  terminates  anglincr  on 
the  Tyrone  streams.— J.  A.  B. 

County  Down  Rivers  and  Lakes.— Angling  closed 
on  the  Lagan,  Moneycaragh,  Mourne  streams.  Fane, 
Castleton,  etc.,  on  Thursday  (Oct.  31)  with  the  waters 
high  and  muddy.  There  was  very  little  fishing  done 
in  the  preceding  fortnight.— J.  A.  B. 

Dublin.— Salmon  and  trout  fishing  terminated  in 
this  district  on  the  31st  October.  It  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  the  Conservators  are  showing  more  energy 
m  suppressing  poaching  on  local  streams.— J.  A.  B 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
All  waters  here  are  heavily  flooded,  and  salmon  and 
sea  trout  are  pushing  up  to  the  spawning  grounds.— 
J- .  J .  u. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  We 

have  had  a  week  of  terrible  weather,  storm  and  heavy 
ram  all  the  time.  The  wonder  is  that  there  was  a  fish 
taken,  good  or  bad.  Mr.  W.  McC.  Gordon,  Aberdeen, 
was  fortunate  enough  to  get  three  salmon,  weighing 
23Jlb  221b.,  and  Ulb. ;  and  Messrs.  Gillett  and 
Mitchell,  England,  fishing  from  the  one  boat,  had 
ten,  varying  m  weight  from  IGlb.  to  331b.  The  an°lin<^ 
season  closed  on  Thursday  (Oct.  31).— S.  J.  Horley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  Weather  very  wet 
during  the  past  week,  but  not  cold.  The  season  closes 
on  Oct.  81.  On  Doonass,  on  Oct.  26,  Mr.  H.  Hodges 
killed  one  peal,  51b.;  on  Oct.  28,  one  salmon,  141b 
On  Woodlands,  on  Oct.  26,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed 
one  salmon,  281b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  on  Oct  23 
Mr.  G.  Holland  killed  one  peal,  4Jlb. ;  on  Oct.  25  one 
salmon,  131b. ;  on  Oct.  28,  one  salmon,  llilb.— -Iohn 
Eneight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Good  sport  has  been  had  around 
here  for  the  past  week.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
best  takes  :  On  one  day  five  anglers  had  136  whiting, 
102  gurnard,  24  bream,  and  10  miscellaneous  fish! 
On  the  same  day  four  anglers  got  220  fish,  while 
on  another  day  five  anglers,  out  ,for  about  five  hours 
had  231.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— Generally  speaking,  good  sport  has 
been  had  around  here,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have 
been  out  occasionally. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— Since  my  last  week's  report,  I  may 
mention  that  on  Oct.  25  the  sea  calmed  down,  and  a 
few  boats  were  off  the  Kemp  Town  shore.  Oct.  26,  sea 
as  calm  as  a  lake,  and  about  thirty  boats  ofi  the  Kemp 
Town  shore  (within  a  mile-and-a-half)  after  silver 
whiting,  etc.  Oct.  27,  calm  sea,  about  forty  boats  of! 
(have  never  seen  so  many  before),  extending  from  the 
Hospital  ground  to  Black  Rock.  Three  lads  got  about 
thirty  score  of  whiting.    On  Oct.  28,  wind  in  west, 


The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea  anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Nov.  8  :_  ^ 
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too  rough  for  small  boats.  On  Oct.  29,  only  a  few 
boats  ofi.  On  Oct.  .30,  strong  wind  oft  shore  from 
JN.L  only  three  boats  off.  Messrs.  Aird,  Edwards 
and  Jordan  have  all  had  heavy  takes  of  silver  whitin<^, 
up  to  twenty-two  score,  during  the  past  week.— H. 

Crouch  (Burnham).— There  are  still  plenty  of 
fish  m  the  river,  and  a  good  few  anglers  down  after 
them,  and  all  go  away  well  satisfied  with  their  taKes 
of  fish.  Mr.  Morse  and  three  friends,  out  with  W 
Cundy,  had  281b.,  251b.,  191b.,  and  181b.  of  good  fish, 
among  which  were  two  nice  codling,  all  caught  in  the 
Ness  Hole  on  Oct.  23.  Other  boats  from  same  place 
did  equally  well.  J.  Fisher  and  self  last  Saturday 
afternoon  had  123  whiting,  pouts,  and  dabs  ;  W.  Clarke 
and  two  friends,  421.  Messrs.  Clarence  Scott,  E 
Worns,  and  B.  Watkinson  caught  400  whiting,  includ- 
ing a  few  flat  fish,  the  whole  weighing  nearly  701b. 
This  week  end  and  next  week  the  tides  will  suit  rod 
and  line  anglers. — J.  Weight. 

Deal.— Oct.  24.— Wind  S.W.,  light  and  cloudy  first 
part  of  day,  increasing  to  strong  breeze.  Boats 
arriving  from  the  fishing  grounds  rather  early  with 
small  takes  of  fish,  but  Messrs.  Underdown  and  Day 
stayed  well  on  in  the  breeze,  and  landed  with  six  and 
half  score  whiting,  one  scaling  21b.    Oct.  25.— Takes 

not  large  in  number,  but  good  in  quality.    Oct.  26.  

Average  takes  about  two  score  per  boat,  and  in  the 
evening  a  large  contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an  appear- 
ance. Oct.  27.— Light  airs,  westerly  ;  blue  sky  and 
sun  shining  brightly.  Mr.  Wood  landed  with  four  score 
whiting  and  seven  dabs  ;  Messrs.  Ives,  Woolgar,  and 
two  friends  about  five  score  whiting  and  pout,'  one 
codling,  and  one  nurse-dog;  Messrs.  Slade '  and 
Debenham,  five  score  whiting  and  nine  dabs ;  Messrs. 
Cowley,  Bowley,  and  Gordon,  five  score  whiting  and 
three  nurse-dogs;  Mr.  Price  Jones  and  two  friends 
five  score  whiting ;  Mr.  Hills  and  three  friends  five 
score;  Mr.  C.  Nunn,  three  score;  Mr.  Holbro,  jun., 
and  friend,  two  score  whiting  and  one  large  lobster 
scaling  9^1b. ;  Messrs.  C.  W.  Glassington,  E.  C.  Fisk, 
and  A.  C.  Smith,  twelve  score  whiting  and  four  dabs 
Oct.  28.— Wind  westerly,  moderate  and  clear ;  several 
anglers  put  out,  but  takes  were  not  at  all  grand.  Mr. 
Slade  and  two  friends  had  two  score  whiting;  Mr. 
Roberts  and  friend,  three  score  and  five  whitin" 
and  flat  fish.  Oct.  29.— Wind  westerly,  light" 
general  takes  not  very  grand,  but  the  boats 
that  last  arrived  on  shore  had  fair  takes  of 
very:  fine  whiting.  Messrs.  Bailey  and  Martin  had 
over  four  score  very  fine  fish,  and  Lord  Herschell 
and  Mr.  Mortimer,  fishing  on  Oct.  19  and  20,  lai  ded 
806,  mostly  whiting.  On  Oct.  30  there  was  an  eastt  rly 
gale  with  heavy  sea,  which  lias  made  the  water  vciy 
thick.  When  the  weather  settles  and  the  water  is  in 
good  condition  I  anticipate  good  sport.  Tides  suit  for 
all  day  fishing,  week-end,  and  part  of  nest  wee'i  — 
Edward  Hanger  (Agent,  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach- 
street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— The  present  week  opened  under 
favourable  conditions  of  wind  and  weather,  but  the 
poor  catches  of  fish  made  from  the  Pier  prove  very  dis- 


appointing. On  the  evening  of  Saturday,  Oct.  2G,  good 
sport  was  obtained,  and  the  size  of  the  codlings  and 
whiting  taken  loft  little  to  be  desired.  Sunday's 
visitors  included  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huchings,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oouzens,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodd,  and  Messrs.  Pickup, 
Ho  mes,  Burgess,  fMlbertson,  Tucker,  Harvey,  and 
Webber.  Very  poor  sport  was  experienced,  and 
^"^aK-^^  sportsmen  made  an  early  retirement. 
Additional  anglers  on  Monday  comprised  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Pierpoint,  Mr.  and  Airs.  Smvth-j,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Beasly,  and  Messrs.  Mansfield,  I'horiias,  Matthews, 
Busbie,  and  Stone,  but  matters  ruled  far  more  slow 
than  on  the  preceding  day.  Mr.  Browne  hooked  and 
landed  a  51b.  cod  in  the  evening  and  Mr.  Brookes 
secured  a  small  lobster,  Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr. 
Thomas  having  but  little  success  among  the  pollack. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Memess  and  Mrs.  Holmes  joined  ranks 
with  the  above  on  Tuesday,  when  the  day's  catch 
proved  far  and  away  the  worst  of  the  present  season. 
The  very  strong  north-east  wind  which  blew  with  such 
persistency  throughout  Wednesday  deterred  all  but 
some  half  dozen  from  wetting  their  lines,  yet  the 
results  proved  more  satisfactory  than  on  the  two 
previous  days,  Mr.  Holmes  heading  the  list  with  a 
mixed  bag  of  codling  and  whiting.— J.  Richardson. 

Dingle. — Pollack  have  afforded  good  sport,  and  fair 
takes  01  whiting,  gurnard,  etc.,  have  been  had  during 
the  past  week.— T.  J.  I). 

Eastbourne.— Bass  are  still  about  here  in  large, 
numbers,  and  are  being  taken  by  local  anglers.  Mr. 
P.  has  had  several  nice  takes  off  the  pier,  from  four  to 

twelve  at  one  time.    Major  has  also  had  several 

fair  takes,  best  fish  2|lb!  I  have  had  bass  3^1b.,  and 
2ilb.,  on  Geen's  Spiral  Minnow,  at  Beachy  Head. 
Bass  IJlb.,  two  of  lib.  6  oz.,  and  four  of  Jib.  each,  on 
black  sandeel;  also  a  pollack  of  2^1b.,  anu  two  others 
of  lib.  each,  on  Black  Sandeel,  off  the  Pier.  Total 
within  the  last  few  days,  thirteen  bass  and  pollack, 
weighing  181b.  There  are  scores  of  whiting,  daos,  etc., 
being  caught,  and  this  season  is  one  of  the  best  on 
record,  boats  ranging  from  four  to  twelve  scoie  at  a 
tide.  Codling  and  conger  have  also  been  caught,  and 
anglers  might  do  much  worse  than  come  to  East- 
bourne for  a  visit.  It  may  inteiest  anglers  to  know 
that  myself  and  others  have  ustd  the  sandeel  and 
other  tackle  supplied  by  Messrs.  W.  Hoarder  and  Sons, 
of  Union  Street,  Plymouth.— J.  W.  Soddy. 

Herne  Bay.— The  boats  have  been  taking  from 
four  to  ten  score  of  whiting  and  dabs  the  last  few  days, 
Water  a  good  colour  and  sea  calm. — E  F  Wkpfifh 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — In  November  we  have  a  good  assort- 
ment of  fish  in  season,  and  pouting  are  in  the  best  of 
condition  during  this  month  and  next,  although  they 
are  taken  right  on  into  the  spring,  when  they  are  full 
of  roe.  We  shall  be  looking  out  for  pilchards  durin" 
the  month  of  November,  the  seine  boats  are  on  the 
watch.  Pollack  are  very  plentiful,  but  they  are  small 
from  6  to  8  inches  long,  and  they  go  about  in  shoals 
on  the  surface,  when  they  can  be  caught  fly  fishin" 
Mullet  and  bass  are  still  being  taken  at  the  various 
piers,  and  smelt  are  very  plentiful  in  the  docks.  The 
list  of  edible  fish  for  the  month  of  November  includes 
anchovy,  shad,  herring,  sprat,  pilchard,  wrasses  in 
general,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  sole,  flounder  dab 
plaice,  Mary  sole,  halibut,  turbot,  brill,  dory,  surmullet 
coal  tish,  hake,  whiting,  cod,  haddock,  po'utino-,  Vm'r' 
skate,  and  the  various  ray  and  all  shell  fish  —William 
Hbarder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— All  the  boats  have  done  extremely 
well  this  week.  Whiting  much  larger,  but  not  so  the 
codlings,  which,  though  very  plentiful,  still  remain 
small,  a  four  or  five  pound  fash  being  quite  the  excep- 
tion. The  fishing  from  all  the  piers  has  also  been 
good,  but  the  best  takes  have  been  made  bv  moon- 
light. Mr.  Laker  and  Mr.  Lamb  have  had  a'fesv  nice 
pollack,  and  Mr.  Tanton  has  had  a  couple  of  creels  of 
large  pouting  from' the  steamer  landing-stage,  also  a 
few  bd,ss,  but  these  seem  to  be  off  the  feed  again 
Wind  N.E.,  a  gale.— Grey  Mullet.  ' 

Scarborough— Isaac  Webster,  boatman,  was'  out 
fishing  on  Saturday  last  (Oct.  26),  and  had  good  sport 
with  cod  over  the  "  Scars."  Good  sport  is  being  had 
in  the  Bay,  and  from  the  piers.— H. 

Valentia.— Good  sport  has  been  had  at  and  around 
this  station,  but  only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
The  fish  had  consisted  principally  of  pollack,  whitin-^, 
and  gurnard,  the  best  take  being  one  of  169  fish,  had 
by  four  anglers  in  one  day.— T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  has  been  anything 
but  pleasant  during  the  past  week.  At  times  strong 
winds  from  the  west  and  south-west  have  been  blowing" 
which  has  made  it  rather  rough  in  the  bay.  The 
prospects  of  better  weather  are,  I  am  afraid,  a  bit 
distant  at  present.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  fine 
drizzling  rain  and  strong  wind  from  S.  W.— Sea  Bi^eam 


To  Flv  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  Zd.  ••  The  Trout  Fly  UresseTa 
Cabinet,  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Uiy  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishin,'  for  Trout  aud  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  U.  McClellanU 
"Atiienian"of  the  Fisliing  GazttU.  Willi  eighty  illustrations' 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  ilaiiual  can  be  had' 
post  tree,  by  sending  ts.  M.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marstou  and  Co  ' 
at.  Duustan  s  House.  Fetter  Lane.  London.  '' 
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singling  fixtures. 


November  3. 

Alma  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Sea  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Amberley. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Eoving  match. 

Cosy  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Covent  Garden :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Dalstou  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Royal  Oak  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Sundial :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Eye  House. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Match  at  Broxbourne. 

West  London :  Competition. 

Wellington :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
November  4. 

Anglers'  Association :  Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
November  5. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Visit. 
November  6. 

B.S.A.S. :   Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  ("  Lines  in 
Many  Waters  "). 

Izaak  Walton  ;  Prize  outing. 
November  '7. 

Cosy  :  Dinner  and  Concert. 
November  9. 

Gresham  :  Annual  competition  for  Challenge  Cup  at 
Deal :  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  will  arrange. 


Nov.  10. — Allason  United :  Match  at  Richmond. 

,,  10. — Brompton  :  Supper  match. 

„  10. — Good  Intent :  Xmas  outing. 

„  10. — Hatcham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

,,  10. — Stockwell :  Supper  match. 

„  10. — Sundial :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  11. — Stepney:  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  12. — Anchor  (Kingston) :  Supper  and  concert. 

„  13. — Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

„  13. — Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  supper. 

„  14. — Sundial :  Supper. 

.    „  16,  17  (?).— B.S.A.S. :  Pier  competition. 

„  17. — Brompton  :  Preservation  concert. 

„  17. — Camden:  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 

„  17. — Colebrook  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
17. — Warwick  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

,,  17. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 

,,  18. — Park  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  19. — Gresham:  Microscopical  evening.  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  will  arrange. 

„  28,  24,  25.— B.S.A.S. :  Competition  at  Deal. 

,,  23. — Highbridge  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  24. — Ben  Abrahams'  Competition  at  Richmond. 

„  24. — Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 

,,  24. — Limehouse  :  Outing. 

,,  24.— Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 


TReports  from  Clubs. 


Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  a/rrvoe  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association.— The  Renting  and  Preserva- 
tion Committee  will  meet  on  Monday  evening  (Nov.  4). 

 R.  G.  WOODEUFF. 

Anglees'  Benevolent  Society,  Club  Union  Build- 
ings, Clerkenwell-road,  E.G.— On  Oct.  25  the  com- 
mittee met,  and  one  grant  of  £5  was  made.  Several 
items  were  discussed,  among  others  a  monster  com- 
petition in  the  Thames.  A  committee  is  being  formed 
to  carry  out  the  same.  Full  particulars  will  be  duly 
announced.  The  committee  also  wish  anglers  to  bear 
in  mind  that  any  one  wishing  to  aid  the  funds  of  the 
A.B.S.  must  first  obtain  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  also  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the 
receipt,  per  Mr.  Harris,  of  £1  ISs.  6d.  from  the  box  of 
the  Harlesden ;  also,  per  Mr.  Wade,  £2  Os.  6d.  from 
the  box  of  the  Royal  Standard  A.S.,  Black-horse-lane, 
Walthamstow,  with  thanks. — S.  Malby. 

Allason  United   Bbothbbs   Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate.  

We  fish  our  third  match  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  10 
fiom  Richmond  Lock  to  Teddington  Lock.  One  "rod! 
All  fish  except  jack,  pope,  minnows,  and  eels  to  weigh. 
Meet  at  White  Cross  Hotel.  Start  by  signal ;  cease  at 
5  p.m.  Messrs.  Wheeler,  F.  Sheppard,  Osborne  and 
Ben  had  flounders  from  Leigh-on-Sea.  On  Oct.  27 
R.  Harris,  roach;  H.  Smith,  roach;  Chaffers,  three 
jack;  G.  Blades,  roach.  Several  others  had  fish.— 
Ben  Abeahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — Since  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Butlin  and 
C.  Hawes,  jack,  and  Mr.  Drew,  perch.    The  outing  for 


five  prizes  to  Shalford  was  not  a  success,  the  only 
winner  being  Mr.  Smart,  with  perch.  The  four 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Tonbridge  on 
Nov.  8.  Mr.  Charles  Baron  has  been  elected  an 
honorary  member. — J.  Chambees. 

Battbrbka  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Oct.  27  Mr.  G. 
Hudson  weighed  in  91b.  6^oz.  of  roach  and  bream. 
On  Nov.  3  we  fish  a  match  at  Amberley,  from 
Houghton  Bridge  to  Timberly  Bridge,  free  side. 
Members  to  leave  by  the  8.27  from  Clapham  Junction. 
Return  by  the  7  o'clock  train. — A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,S.E. — Only  two  prizes  were 
taken  in  our  October  series.  G.  Armstrong  first,  J. 
Wigley  second.  The  two  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  3,  conditions  same  as  the  match  last  week. 
We  take  our  central  visit  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  5th.  Will 
all  clubs  who  have  not  had  a  post  card  kindly  take 
this  as  a  formal  invitation  ?  Hope  to  see  a  good 
muster,  this  being  the  first  central  visit  since  I  have 
been  secretary.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed  in  a 
nice  show  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  on  the  30th — 81b. 

— C.  G.  PiGGOTT. 

Blenheim  Angling  SdbiETY,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Some  of  our  mem- 
bers have  again  been  amongst  the  roach,  at  Harefield 
(club  water),  W.  Jarham,  121b. ;  F.  Sharratt,  41b.,  and 
W.  Crackuell,  121b  Boz.,  this  last  a  grand  lot  of  fish, 
five  going  over  lib.  each.  At  our  concert  on  Monday 
last,  we  were  honoured  by  the  presence  of  Mr.  L. 
Chaplais,  our  president ;  Sid  Ransom,  sec.  Lychno- 
Lite ;  R.  G.  Woodruff,  sec.  A.  A. ;  S.  Newton,  Hoxton 
Brothers.  We  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening.  On 
Monday  nest,  Nov.  4,  Mr.  Woodward  (Jubilee  A.S.) 
will  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Some  Angling  Yarns." 
Our  next  match  will  take  place  at  Windsor,  on  Nov.  17. 
Subscription  Is.  open  to  hon.  members,  conditions 
next  week. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbcry  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Oct.  27 
Mr.  J.  Drew  weighed  in  bream  and  dace,  41b.  lljoz. ; 
and  Mr.  F.  W.  Stocker,  roach.  Oct.  30  being  audit 
night  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed  as  satis- 
factory. The  quarterly  peg-down  match  takes  place 
at  Roydon,  when  we  fish  for  three  prizes  under  the 
usual  conditions. — T.  Pateenostee. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Cecil 
weighed  in  r9ach,  Mr.  Brophy  roach  and  dace  (one 
specimem  dace),  and  Mr.  Simmonds  perch.  Our  com- 
petition with  the  Sundial  Angling  Society  takes  place 
on  Nov.  10  at  Bourne  End  ;  usual  conditions,  including 
the  carrying  of  live  bait.  We  hold  a  preservation  con- 
cert on  Wednesday,  Nov.  27,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster,  this  being  our  first  concert  of  the  kind. — 

H.  MOOEE. 

Cambbidgb  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Oct.  27  thirty-four  members,  including 
our  worthy  host  (his  first  experience),  journeyed  down 
to  Windsor  to  take  part  in  our  third  outing.  Though 
the  conditions  were  not  as  favourable  as  expected,  all 
the  prizes  were  taken.  Mr.  H.  Ward  came  in  1st  with 
perch ;  2nd,  S.  Hadkiss,  roach  and  dace ;  3rd,  R. 
Anderson,  roach  and  dace  ;  4th,  J.  Lee,  roach ;  5th,  C. 
Evans,  dace;  6th,  R.  Nursey,  dace ;  7th,  W.  Pritchard, 
perch ;  8th,  G.  Webb,  dace ;  9th,  E.  Earp,  dace ;  and 
10th,  W.  Shead,  dace.  Messrs.  J.  Styman  and  H. 
Deverill  also  had  fish.  Mr.  C.  Wicks  won  the  gudgeon 
gross  weight  prize  with  9oz.  Mr.  J.  Baines  also  had 
roach  from  other_waters.  We  shall, be  glad  to  see  a  good 
attendance  next  Tuesday  as  business  for  arranging 
Christmas  outing  will  be  brought  forward.  There  is  a 
monthly  prize  (a  case  of  birds)  for  November  for  the 
gross  weight  of  perch  taken  from  the  Forty  Guinea 
Water. — E.  H.  Aeqent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— On  Oct.  27  Mr.  A.  Taylor 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  121b.  12Joz. ; 
Mann,  roach  and  chub  ;  H.  Taylor,  perch  ;  and 
Marshall,  dace.  Our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  on 
Nov.  17,  at  Burnt  Mill,  on  the  usual  conditions. 
Members  are  reminded  that  next  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night. — R.  Marshall. 

Central  Association  op  London  Angling  Clubs. — 
The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  (Nov.  4)  at  9  p.m. 

Centeal  Visiting  List. — The  return  visit  will  take 
place  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey  Street,  on  Tuesday 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Chest  and  Stomach 
complaints.  Tlie  source  and  centre  of  ahiiost  every  aihnent  is 
Impurity  of  tlie  bUmd  ;  dislodge  this  poison  and  disease  departs. 
Holloway's  Pills  exercise  the  inestimable  power  of  tlioroughly 
cleansing  each  component  part  of  the  lilood,  and  rendering  this 
fluid  fit  to  perform  its  important  functions.  They  cope  most 
successfully  with  cliest  diseases,  stomach  complaints,  liver  dis- 
oi'ders,  and  many  other  maladies,  which  were  once  the  besetting 
dangers  of  mankind  at  certain  seasons.  The  directions  for  use 
enable  everyone  to  regulate  tlie  operation  of  these  Pills  with  the 
greatest  nicety.  Chronic  invalids,  nervous  sufferers,  and  all 
whom  other  treatment  lias  failed  to  relieve,  arc  respectfully 
invited  to  try  Holloway's  celebrated  medicine,  which  will 
strengthen  and  cure  them. 


(Nov. 5),  both  HostiG.H.  Shepherd  and  Mr.  Secretary 
Pigott  offer  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  all  angling 
friends.  Talented  artistes  in  galore  usually  rally  to  the 
support  of  this  much  respected  host.  A  great  musical 
treat  is  therefore  anticipated. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Olarenoe, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — On  Oct.  27, 
Mr.  F.  Winter  saved  this  society  from  having  a  blank, 
he  having  perch  and  roach  (one  perch,  lib.  4ozs.). 
Our  half-yearly  audit  took  place  on  Oct.  28,  when  our 
auditors  expressed  their  pleasure  in  stating  that  this 
society  is  in  a  good  financial  and  prosperous  condition. 
Committee,  meeting  will  take  place  on  Nov.  4,  and 
locale  of  water  to  bo  settled  on  Nov.  6. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollees'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Three  good  prizes  to 
be  fished  for  on  Nov.  3 ;  open  ;  roving.  Members  to 
leave  on  that  date  only ;  all  fish  to  weigh.  I  have  to 
acknowledge  several  subscriptions  to  Thames  Defence 
Fund.  Will  members  who  wish  to  subscribe  please 
send  their  subscriptions  on. — C.  McL. 

OoLLiNGwooD  ANGLING  SOCIETY,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road.  —  Our  outing  on 
Oct.  27,  at  Staines,  resulted  in  Mr.  E.  Elsey  taking 
first  prize. — P.  P.  Soegb. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
streqt,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W. — We  have  an  outing 
to  Shepperton  on  Nov.  3 — from  Shepperton  Lock  to 
Chertsey  Bridge — return  by  any  train  in  time  to  weigh 
in ;  two  rods  allowed.  Our  first  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  Thursday  (Nov.  7),  concert  to  follow, 
when  wo  shall  be  pleased  to  welcome  anglers  and 
friends.  The  following  weighed  in  on  Oct.  27  :  Mr. 
A.  Allen,  roach  (winning  pair  of  fowls  and  prize  for 
largest  roach  during  October) ;  Mr.  W.  Simx)kins, 
roach ;  Mr.  E.  Crane,  dace.  Mr.  W.  Gillett  was 
.  elected  a  working  member. — J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-strest,  Dalston. — On  Oct.  27,  a  few  members 
were  out,  but  met  with  very  little  sport.  Messrs.  T. 
Swain  and  P.  Davison  were  the  only  ones  to  score 
with  some  very  nice  roach  and  perch.  On  Tuesday 
there  was  a  full  attendance,  when  the  final  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  outiug  on  Nov.  3  ;  full  par- 
ticulars to  be  obtained  at  the  club  house.  The  balance- 
sheet  for  the  September  quarter  was  presented  and 
accepted.  There  were  also  several  more  prizes  added 
to  the  list  on  Nov.  3.  The  watch  and  chain  presented 
by  Mr.  W.  Ellis  will  be  competed  for  in  the  roving 
match. — S.  Malby. 

DiBDiN  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town. — Our  outing  to  Shiplake 
was  disappointing  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  river. 
Only  two  prizes  were  taken,  namely,  Mr.  Elton  gross 
weight,  and  Mr.  Matthews  taking  the  heaviest  roach 
(15oz.).  On  Oct.  23,  Mr.  Ualligan  and  Mr.  Mann  were 
elected  members. — W.  Elton. 

Duke  op  Noepolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  Oct.  27  and 
during  the  week,  Mr.  Farther  roach,  Mr.  Barns  roach 
and  dace,  Mr.  Perch  perch  and  dace.  On  Nov.  8  a 
special  meeting  will  take  place. — W.  Jenkins. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S..E.— We  had  a  blank 
on  Oct.  27,  but  on  Monday,  Oct.  28,  Mr.  J.  Bannister 
had  a  splendid  show  of  301b.  jack  and  chub  from 
Cookham.  Several  members  intend  to  enter  Ben 
Abraham's  competition  at  Richmond,  on  Nov.  24. — 
E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  B. — Mr.  H.  Creeke  weighed  in  perch  this  week. 
A  pegged-down  match  open  to  honorary  members  has 
been  arranged  for  Nov.  24  at  the  Staunch  Farm, 
Bures.  One  rod.  Jack  barred.  Three  prizes.  Mr.  W. 
Bignell  has  been  -elected  working  ijaember  . —  B. 
Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  Oct.  27 
Messrs.  Crow,  Mowl,  J.  Roach,  and  Ellins  weighed  in 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Mr.  Verity  had  a  very  nice 
jack,  over  81b.,  on  Tuesday;  and  Mr.  Kiog  had  jack.— 
A.  W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditoh,  N.B.  —  The  following 
w  eighed  in  on  Oct.  27  :  Messrs.  D.  Mark,  Thompson, 
Butcher,  Hardey,  Huggett,  roach, and T.  Hanson,  perch. 
On  Nov.  10  we  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's. I  shall  be  please  to  receive  prizes  for  this 
outing  from  any  of  the  members.  Distribution  to  take 
place  Tuesday,  December  24th. — F.  A.  G. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  the  Mitre  Hotel, 
London-street,  Greenwich.  — At  our  weekly  meeting, 
held  on  Oct.  30,  the  following  memljers  reported  takei 
of  fish  : — Mr.  Taylor,  at  Folkestone,  with  Mr.  Canton, 
four  score  of  whiting  and  flat  fish  ;  Messrs.  Church 
and  Skeates,  at  Deal,  not  very  good  sport,  only  one 
score  of  whiting  each;  Mr.  Gilbey,  also  at 'Deal,  a 
score  of  mixed  fish.  Mr.  Robinson,  of  St.  Albans, 
a  member  of  our  club,  reported  taking  a  roach  of 
21b.  between  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's,  in  the  Lea, 
where  dredging  operations  are  going  on.  Mr.  Dryden, 
fishing  at  Dungeness,  a  score  of  whiting,  one  weighing 
21b.    One  new  member  proposed  and  duly  elected. 
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We  have  now  decided  that  our  club  for  the  future 
shall  be  limited  to  100  members. — -J.  D. 

Hablesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — The  result  of  the  October  com- 
petition was  as  follows :  Mr.  Moysey,  first ;  Mr.  Ide, 
second.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  next 
Thursday,  Oct.  7,  so  as  to  arrange  for  another 
match. — E.  S.  C. 

Hatcham  Brothees  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — On  Tuesday 
there  was  a  good  muster  of  members,  each  of  whom 
contributed  to  the  Christmas  Prize  Fund,  the  first 
outing  for  which  will  take  place  on  Nov.  10,  at  Pul- 
borough.  Messrs.  Whaley,  Winter,  Judd  and  Williams, 
jun.,  weighed  in  fish.  We  were  represented  by  Mr. 
Williams  at  the  South  London  Visiting  List.  The  next 
visit  will  be  received  by  the  Hatcham  Bros.,  date 
later. — W.  Takby. 

HiGHBRIDGE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. — On  Oct.  24,  Mr. 
H.  Wilkins  landed  four  carp,  weighing  121b.,  and  had 
good  sport  with  other  smaller  fish.  Now  that  the 
stale  water  has  been  let  go  after  being  penned  for  a 
couple  of  months,  there  is  every  prospect  of  better 
sport.  We  hold  our  annual  dinner  at  tlie  Coopers' 
Arms,  on  Nov.  23.  Messrs.  Longman,  Card,  and 
Young,  three  members  of  our  Association,  have  pur- 
chased a  silver  cup,  to  be  competed  for  ;  the  winner 
to  win  it  three  times  (not  in  succession)  to  become  the 
owner.  The  cup  is  nicely  engraved  (two  spaces  open 
for  names  to  be  inscribed  thereon)  and  much  admired 
by  the  intending  competitors. — E.  G.  Wilkins. 

Ilfoed  and  Distbict  Piscatoeial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford.  —  Since  last  report  numerous 
members  have  had  most  successful  takes  of  fish, 
notably  Mr.  Summers  with  a  grand  show  of  tench. 
Our  private  waters  at  Langford  are  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  members  are  informed  that  a  good  day's 
sport  can  always  be  obtained.  Arrangements  are 
being  made  for  a  competition ;  full  particulars  later. 
Several  members  have  been  having  a  good  time  sea 
fishing  at  Deal  and  Leigh-on-Sea. — F.  C.  Welling. 

Islington  Beothbrs  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Oanonbury-road,  N.  —  The  following 
weighed  in  on  Oct.  27;  Mr.  E.  Challis,  roach  and 
jack;  Mr.  Burwash,  dace  and  gudgeon;  Mr.  Brook- 
man,  roach  ;  Mr.  Blyth,  gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach 
and  dace  ;  and  several  of  omt  members  went  sea- 
fishing  and  had  good  sport,  100  whiting,  three  codling, 
and  some  grey  mullet.  The  match  at  Shiplake  will 
take  place  on  Nov.  3,  all  to  go  by  9  o'clock  from 
Paddingbon,  return  altogether;  leave  ofE  fishing 
5  o'clock.  Would  clubs  kindly  forward  on  money 
and  unsold  tickets  at  their  earliest  convenience. — 
J.  H.  Hbebeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  — 
We  compete  for  Mr.  G.  H.  Lee's  prize  on  Nov.  3  at 
Great  Marlow;  there  are  also  four  "specials"  to  be 
fished  for  at  the  same  place  and  date.  On  Nov.  6 
there  are  three  "specials"  to  be  competed  for  at  the 
above  place,  as  announced  last  week.  Quarterly  night 
occurs  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  Nov.  6,  so  hope 
that  all  members  who  can  possibly  attend  will  please 
do  so.  The  competition  for  Mr.  A.  Caley's  prize  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  13,  at  Dagenham. — 
H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — In  our  roving  competition  on 
Oct.  27  Mr.  J.  Hawkins  took  first  prize,  and  Mr. 
P.  Sturgess  second,  both  with  roach,  the  finest  of 
which,  taken  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  turned  the  scale  at 
lib.  4f  oz.  Mr.  C.  Towner,  fishing  in  the  Lark  between 
the  Dog  and  Partridge  Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  and 
Isleham,  had  a  nice  take  of  pike,  one  weighing  16Jlb. 
— W.  Freeman. 

Limehouse  Piscatorial  Society,  Eastern  Hotel, 
East  India-road,  E. — With  one  exception  our  takes 
during  the  past  quarter  have  been  small.  Mr.  Jones 
had  a  nice  tray  of  roach,  best  fish  lib.  14oz.  Mr. 


Cloake  took  the  bi-monthly  and  special  outing  prizes 
with  bream.  In  September  we  had  a  touring  party  in 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  who  visited  Aclc,  Brundell, 
Buckenham,  Cantley,  St.  Olave's,  and  Boraerleyton  ; 
plenty  of  fish  were  taken  and  returned,  not  one 
specimen  being  obtained.  Wc  open  our  social  pro- 
gramme with  a  Cinderella  on  Nov.  7  at  the  Limehouse 
Town  Hall.  Messrs.  Kaiser,  Croom,  Stephens,  and 
Hatfield  have  been  elected  members.  Our  members 
have  subscribed  £3  3s.  for  the  Thames  Angling 
Defence  Fund,  and  the  list  is  still  open.  Next  outing 
to  Dobbs  Weir  on  Nov.  24.  Will  the  dance  committee 
please  turn  up  at  8.30  sharp  on  Nov.  G  to  arrange 
details  for  Nov.  7. — J.  R.  Wells. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camberwell-grove,  S.E. — We  fished  our  annual 
competition  at  Fordingbridgo,  on  Oct.  24,  amidst 
dreadful  surroundings,  a  heavy  mist  of  rain  falling  the 
whole  of  the  time.  The  takes  were,  consequently, 
small,  result  being  :  1st,  W.  Twyman,  with  7|lb.  roach 
and  dace  (specimen  roach,  lib.  14|oz.),  winning  the 
fifteen-guinea  cup  and  plate  value  £2  2s. ;  2nd,  H. 
Beech,  taking  plate,  ±2  2s. ;  3rd,  S.  Prebble,  capturing 
plate,  .€1  Is. ;  and  4th,  P.  Schultz,  coming  in  for  plate, 
£1  Is.  Our  visitors  prize  was  taken  by  J.  T.  Coates 
(Oglander  Society).  The  chairman,  Mr.  W.  P.  Grim- 
mett,  has  kindly  again  offered  us  the  water  in  the 
event  of  members  deciding  to  go  to  Fordingbridgo  on 
another  outing.  In  the  evening  we  dined  at  tlie 
Greyhound,  where  Host  Stiokland  again  served  us 
handsomely. — C.  B.  Allen. 

New  Century  Angling  Society,  Black  Horse, 
Bedfordbury,  W.C. — Our  sea  outing  to  Southend  was 
very  badly  attended,  and  Mr.  Metz  was  the  only  prize 
winner,  he  having  a  large  number  of  whiting  and  some 
dabs.  Mr.  Tooke  also  weighed  in  whiting  and  dabs. 
Mr.  F.  Stewart,  an  honorary  member,  fishing  at  Deal, 
had  the  good  fortune  to  land  a  91b.  lobster.  Mr.  Metz 
reports  taking  a  large  octopus  at  Brighton  on  Oct.  20. 
Our  monthly  committee  meeting  takes  place  .on  Nov. 
7. — J.  Collins. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road. — On  Oct.  20,  the 
members  competed  for  four  prizes  at  Taplow,  which 
were  won  in  the  following  order  : — Messrs.  G.  Holder, 
Adams,  Hayes,  and  Wells.  On  Oct.  21,  at  the  half- 
yearly  meeting,  the  balance  sheet  was  read  and  passed, 
the  same  showing  a  balance  of  close  on  £22  in  hand. 
On  Oct.  27,  only  two  members  weighed  in,  Mr.  Adams, 
roach,  and  Mr.  Boarman,  roach,  dace,  and  perch. — 
H.  Stretcu. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — Last  week  Messrs. 
Coates  and  Cartwright  weighed  in  some  nice 
roach,  best  fish  lib.  5oz.  On  Oct.  27  our  second 
competition  for  silver  cup  took  place  at  Water- 
ingbury,  thirteen  turning  out ;  grand  day,  sport 
rather  tame.  The  fish  taken,  however,  altered  the 
position  of  the  first  five,  which  now  read  Mr.  Naylor 
first,  H.  Watts  second,  T.  Addison  third,  Smithers 
fourth,  W.  Cartwright  fifth.  These  members  have 
nothing  like  a  big  advantage,  therefore  the  final 
round  on  the  Thames  will  be  keenly  contested, 
date  of  which  has  yet  to  be  fixed.  A.  Kidd  weighed 
in  roach  from  Arun.  Our  sea-fishing  competition 
commences  on  Nov.  2,  roving;  full  particulars  on 
notice  board.  Prizes  :  pair  of  field  glasses  value  one 
guinea  (1st),  Mr.  T.  Wood;  15s.  worth  of  fishing 
tackle  (2nd),  Mrs.  Sowerbutts ;  10s.  6d.  (3rd),  Mr.  T. 
Gracey.  Mr.  C.  Kennedy  is  giving  a  jack  rod  for 
gross  weight.  Monthly  competition,  Nov.  10.  Punt, 
Richmond  and  Twickenham.  InteLding  competitors 
send  in  at  once.  Draw  takes  place  on  Oct.  8,  at 
10  P.M.  We  made  a  new  working  member  in  Mr.  J. 
Moore,  jun.,  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.,  a  welcome 
addition.— W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — On 
Oct.  27,  twenty-three  members  turned  out,  but  only 
five  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  Nagle,  Madget,  Jerans, 
Orrow,  Stitchbury.  Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
takes  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  25.  Mr.  E.  Catheral 
elected  working  member  and  Mr.  C.  Crntchett  hon. 
member.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  same 
as  last  week ;  show  fish  in  the  New  Inn,  at  6  o'clock. 
Hope  these  will  be  all  won. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Our  concert  on  Oct.  26  for  the  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  children  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  G. 
Curtis,  was  well  attended,  with  very  fair  results.  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  those  kindred 
societies  iwho  so  kindly  supported  us  on  the  occasion. 
There  are  still  a  number  of  tickets  out  which  I  should 
like  settled  for  as  early  as  possible.  We  have  our 
annual  supper  on  Nov.  18.  Will  members  attend  in 
force  next  week  and  arrange  details. — H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — On  Oct.  27,  Messrs.  Carter, 
Tayler,  and  Hammond  had  a  nice  lot  of  roach,  dace, 
and  gudgeon.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  making  Mr. 
King,  of  the  Golden  Barbel,  an  honorary  member. — ■ 
R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
sireet,  Edgware-road, — On  Oct.  27  we  had  the  best 


show  of  roach  as  regards  weight  this  season.  Amongst 
the  many  who  weighed  fish  were  Messrs.  W.  Payne, 
W.  Shepherd,  G.  Shepherd,  and  C.  Strayton.  On  Oct. 
29  we  held  our  smoking  concert,  which  turned  out  a 
great  success,  Mr.  G.  Keene  being  in  the  chair.  The 
room  was  packed.  Space  will  not  permit  of  a  full 
account  of  the  many  songs  and  recitations  given  during 
the  evening  ;  sulfice  it  to  say  that  everything  wont  off 
in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  a  cordial  vote  of  tlianks 
being  accorded  to  all  wlio  had  helped  to  make  the 
evening  one  of  the  most  harmonious  the  club  have 
spent,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Dan  Carter,  G. 
Grafton,  Vic  Vernon,  C.  Shepherd,  W.  Shepherd,  J. 
Taylor,  Carrick,  etc. — P.  Cook. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  Oct.  27  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  J.  H.  Stanley,  roach ;  Thomson,  dace. 
On  Nov.  3  we  fish  a  match  at  Windsor  for  five  prizes ; 
trains  leave  Paddington  on  the  morning  at  9.0  and 
9.25 ;  all  to  get  in  the  one  train  coming  home. — 

F.  PiGNATELLI. 

Royal  Standard  Angling  Society,  Royal  Stand- 
ard, Blackhorse-road,  Walthamstow. — The  members 
of  this  select  and  prosperous  club  at  their  last  meeting 
arranged  several  important  items  for  the  winter 
months.  With  Mr.  W.  Medgitt  officiating  as  chair- 
man, supported  by  Messrs.  'W.  Bull,  G.  Evans,  and 
others,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  visit  from 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  who  gave  important  information,  and 
also  opened  our  A.B.S.  collecting  box,  announcing  the 
amount  as  £2  Os.  6d.,  for  which  he  returned  thanks  to 
the  members ;  also  to  host  Downton,  to  whose  energy 
the  satisfactory  result  is  largely  due.  Judging  from 
the  start,  the  next  opening  will  surprise  our  friends  ; 
the  safety  of  box  is  assured. — W.  Byers. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Pitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  mem- 
bers were  out  on  Oct.  27,  when  the  following  were 
successful— namely ;  Messrs.  W.  Aldis,  jack ;  J. 
Barnes,  roach,  and  J.  Jay,  rudd.  Our  match  supper 
is  arranged  to  take  place  Nov.  13.  Will  all  members 
concerned  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  settle 
matters.  Thanks  to  Messrs.  Henrie,  and  Moule 
(Golden  Barbel),  for  two  roach  prizes,  also  a  prize 
from  Mr.  Frost. — W.  Aldis. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  Walworth  Waltonians  duly  received  their  visit  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Oct.  29,  from  the  South  London 
Anglers,  and  their  large  club-room  was  comfortably 
filled.  Mr.  Billee  Taylor  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  Piolane  (vice).  Harmony  reigned  supreme  until 
midnight.  Mr.  J.  Smith  (vice-pres.)  gathered  in 
14s.  lOd.  as  a  contribution  to  the  competition  prize 
fund,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (president),  called  the  roll, 
when  the  following  societies  answered :  United 
Bros.,  Anchor  and  Hope,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriara, 
Peckham  Bros.,  Bermondsey  Bros.,  Collingwood, 
Stockwell,  Oglanders,  Firm  and  True,  Walworth 
Waltonians,  Hatcham  Bros.,  South  London,  and 
Belgrave.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Hatcham 
Bros.,  New  Cross ;  date  of  same  will  be  issued  later. — 
A.  G.  Smith. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Oct.  29 
Messrs.  Ernest  Buckingham  and  Edward  Phibbs  were 
elected,  and  Messrs.  S.  Hopkins  and  George  Bucking- 
ham were  proposed  as  working  members.  — •  R. 
Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — On  Oct.  27  several  members  weighed 
in  some  nice  trays  of  fish  :  Mr.  Jewson,  bream  and 
roach,  Messrs.  C.  Russon,  Stothart,  Grindrod,  roach.  On 
Monday,  Nov.  11,  we  hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  A.  B.  S. 
J.  Slade,  of  the  Original  Alexandra,  in  the  chair.  We 
hope  to  see  a  good  show  of  our  angling  friends. — W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — Mr.  Eyke 
weighed  in  a  pike  of  81b.  2oz.  on  Oct.  27,  and  Messrs. 

G.  Rowley,  W.  Shepheard,  P.  Shepheard,  and  R. 
Tucker  also  had  fair  shows.  Members  will  oblige  by 
attending  next  Tuesday's  meeting,  so  that  there  will 
be  no  misimderstanding  with  regard  to  forthcoming 
matches. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Oct.  27 
the  following  weighed  in  :  Mr.  G.  Hobbs,  dace ;  Mr. 
Payne,  bream.  Will  members  please  attend  next 
Tuesday  at  9  o'clock  sharp,  to  arrange  outing.  It  also 
being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  members  will  clear  books 
for  audit. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Several  members  went 
out  fishing  during  the  week,  but  found  sport  rather  slow. 
We  have  arranged  for  our  outing  against  the  Brompton 
Angling  Society  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Nov. 
10.  Our  half-yearly  supper  will  be  held  at  the  club- 
house on  Nov.  14. — J.  S.  S.  Webb. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford. — Since  our  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed  in :  Messrs.  Payne, 
Stephens,  Fordham,  Cleminson,  Sandford,  F.  Belton, 
Drages  (senr.  and  junr.),  J.  Cockerton,  W.  Tyler, 
J.  Wood,  and  W.  Morton.  We  fish  a  club  match  in 
the  Lea,  at  Rye  House,  on  Nov.  3. — F.  Beak. 
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ViCTOKiA  Brothers  Angling  Socibty,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road.— On  Oct.  23 
our  Defence  Fund  concert  was  a  success,  and  talent  was 
great-  Messrs.  G.  W.  Anthony,  P.  Munn,  W.  Gray, 
T.  i  uller,  and  a  host  of  others.  The  chair  was  taken 
during  the  evening  by  several  gentlemen,  including 
Messrs.  F.  Austin  and  H.  Docker.  The  proceeds  of 
the  concert  we  will  publish  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
later.  On  Oct.  20  the  other  successful  prize-winners 
of  oui-  outing  were  :  F.  Griffith,  3rd,  and  A.  Lindsay 
4th;  there  is  still  one  prize  to  be  fished  for  — 
F.  Lindsay. 

■r,?^^^^^  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society. 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— We  hold  a  concert 
m  aid  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Societv,  on 
Nov.  20,  when  all  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited.  Should  hke  to  see  a  muster  of  members  at 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers  visit  on  Tuesdav  next.  See- 
ing that  Ben  Abrahams  is  holding  a  cornpetition  for 
Tiis  own  benefit,  the  members  of  this  society  will  be 
pleased  to  support  one  held  solely  on  the  behalf  of 
the  A.B.S. — W.  L.  Ken. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  had  a  fine 
show  of  roach  brought  in  by  Messrs.  G.  Osment,  Flint 
Thomson,  Gover,  Howell;  Poore,  perch.  We  fish 
for  six  prizes  at  Brosbourne  on  Nov.  3-  boundary 
Carthagena  Lock  to  Rye  House  bridge.  Members  to 
sign  the  book  at  the  Fish  and  Eels,  and  show  fish  at 
the  same  place  at  5.80.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
— M.  Schoeke. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow.— On  Thursday  (Oct.  24)  we  had 
a  very  crowded  meeting.  We  have  an  outing  to 
Harlow  on  Nov.  17,  particulars  later.  We  regret  to 
have  lost  the  membership  of  IMr.  J.  Howes,  who  has 
gone  to  Africa,  but  another  member  joined  our  ranks 
Mr.  H.  Cayley  filled  the  trays  with  a  nice  show  of 
roach  the  same  evening.  On  Oct.  27  a  very  good  show 
of  perch  was  brought  in  by  the  following  :  Messrs 
Odart,  Ison,  Riley,  Calicut,  sen..  Brown,  and  Raw- 
lings  ;  Mr.  Odart,  roach ;  Mr.  Guy,  jack.  The  secre- 
tary informs  me  that  the  Andrews  lew  of  Is  is  to  be 
paid  by  Nov.  7. — Pickwick. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  had  a  good 
show  of  dace  and  roach  on  the  trays  on  Oct.  27  taken 
by  Messsrs.  Gordon,  Massey,  and  Porter,  the  first 
named  wmmng  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  Jenkins  for 
most  dace.  Tuesday  we  got  through  some  very 
important  business.  On  Nov.  3  we  fish  for  the 
monthly  prize  between  the  Pigeons  and  Twickenham 
i^erry,  from  punt,  boat,  or  bank,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  turn  out.  Train  leaves  Vauxhall  at 
^^'^^^  fishing  at  5.0  p.m.,  to  show  fish  at 
the  White  Swan  at  6  o'clock.  Members  not  travelling 
by  the  7.50  a.m.  train  must  report  themselves  to  any 
member  before  fishing,  otherwise  thev  will  not 
participate  in  weighing  in. — J.  Vabney 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Oct.  27  we  had  a  good  show 
weighed  m  by  the  following  :-Mr.  Styman,  bream- 
Mr.  G.  Bateux,  perch;  and  Mr.  Sued,  perch  Mr 
Stynian  wins  Ur.  Card's  prize  for  the  gross  for 
October.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  November 
monthly  prize  for  jack.— H.  Heir. 

'West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— Only  three 
menibers  weighed  in  on  Oct.  27,  which  is  the 
smallest  number  to  weigh  in  this  season :  they  were 
Messrs.  Pethurst,  roach  ;  Tomkinson,  dace  -  and 
?®/,'r  ^"P*^  members  will  not  forget  that 

next  Wednesday,  Nov.  G,  is  meeting  night.  We  fish 
for  our  Christmas  prizes  at  St.  Margaret's,  on  Novem- 
ber 17.— R.  Pethurst. 

Weymouth  Angling  Association.— The  adjourned 
meeting  of  above  society  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
at  their  headquarters.  Mr.  Sigrist,  in  the  absence  of 
Dr.  Moore,  took  the  chair.  Ten  gentlemen  were 
elected  as  members  of  the  association,  which  brings 
the  membership  now  up  to  abgut  eighty.  The  proof 
copy  of  the  rules  was  presented  to  the  meeting  and 
after  a  brief  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  it  be  left  over 
for  special  consideration  at  the  next  meeting  when  it 
was  expected  there  would  be  a  full  committee  The 
fishing  in  the  bay  has  not  been  very  brisk,  owing  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  a  few  conger  bass 
and  codling  have  been  taken.  In  the  Backwater  and 
Harbour  some  good  catches  of  bass  have  been  had 
Mr.  Bartlett  during  the  past  week  has  scored  with 
about  three  hundred  and  forty  bass,  while  others  have 
had  good  quantities,  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Gou<^h 
having  taken  thirty-two  in  one  evening.  Some  small 
conger  have  also  been  caught  in  the  Backwater.  The 
weather  is  not  at  all  propitious  for  angling  at  the 
present  time. — G.  Rowell. 

WiDNES  Angling  Association,  Mersey  Hotel, 
Widnes.— We  had  a  most  enjoyable  outing  to  Little 
Budworth  on  Saturday,  Oct.  19,  the  best  catch  bein<x 
taken  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Hudson.  Several  young  memberl 
also  participated  in  this  outing.  The  annual  cham- 
pionship took  place  on  Oct.  24  and  26,  but  out  of 
thirty  competitors  only  three  were  successful— Messrs 
Brown,  T,  Cook,  and  0.  Minchull.— Thos.  Coupe. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

(Too  late  for  Classification.) 

PUBLIC  RIGHTS  IN  NAVIGABLE  RIVERS, 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  bad  enough  for  j^our  correspondent, 
"  H.  G.  G.,"  to  attempt  to  stop  the  public  subscribing 
towards  the  Maidenhead  Defence  Fund,  but 
he  need  not  have  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  so  utterly  misrepresent  the  late  Mr. 
Dove's  views  on  public  fishing  rights  in  navi 
gable  rivers.  Why,  I  should  like  to  ask,  should 
a  person,  who  may  not  be  legally  entitled  to  a  fishing, 
be  allowed  to  appropriate  it  simply  because  he  asserts 
that  it  is  his  ?  In  any  case  the  Thames  must  be  con 
■sidered  from  a  different  standpoint  to  other  rivers. 
On  the  grounds  of  public  policy  the  legalitv  of  all  en- 
croachments by  riparian  owners  should  be  tested  if 
the  public  will  provide  the  funds.  The  conservators 
make  no  pretence  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  public 
and  never  have. 

But  to  come  to  Mr.  Dove's  pami^hlet.  Mr.  Dove- 
whom  I  knew  well— did  not  say  that  the  fishiug 
should  be  free  to  the  public  iu  nearly  all  rivers, 
whether  navigable  or  not.  He  simply  said  that' 
according  to  Magna  Charta,  the  Crown  was  pro- 
hibited from  granting  fisheries  in  the  great  rivers 
of  the  realm  to  private  individuals.  Subservient  judges 
subsequently  held  that  this  prohibition  only  applied 
to  the  tidal  portions  of  navigable  rivers,  and"  this  was 
further  whittled  down  by  a  judgment  that  where  a 
person  and  his  predecessors  had  been  in  possession  of  a 
fishery  in  tidal  waters  from  time  immemorial,  a  grant 
from  the  Crown  before  Magna  Charta  might  be  assumed  '. 
This  practically  legalised  all  those  thefts  of  fisheries 
from  the  public  which  took  place  a  few  centuries 
ago.  "  H.  G.  G."  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  a  bill 
passed  its  second  reading  in  the  House  of  Commons 
to  right  this  great  wrong  and  to  give  back  to 
the  English  people  those  fishery  rights  which,  had 
not  our  king-fearing  judges  watered  down  Magna 
Charta,  would  never  have  been  lost.  Nearly  all  the 
fisheries  in  the  Upper  Thames  would  be  now  the 
property  of  the  State,  and,  in  effect,  of  the  public, 
had  Magna  Charta  been  enforced.  That  great  bulwark 
of  our  Constitution  has  never  been  repealed,  and 
has  repeatedly  been  ratified  by  Parliament.— Your 
obedient  servant,  l 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  at  the  Restau- 
rant Frascati  on  Oct.  30,  at  1  p.m.,  Mr.  H.  Grube  in 
the  chair,  after  usual  business  reports  were  read  f  ro^n  the 
society's  agents  at  Broadstairs,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Deal, 
Fowey,-  East    Looe,    Minehead,    and    Soutliwold  •' 
also  special  reports  from  Mr.   -In.  Hearn,  Bally- 
cotton  caught  a  bream  on  Oct.  22  31b.  7oz.    Mr.  C. 
Petrzywalski,  Margate,  announced  a  large  catch  of 
fish,  codling,  whiting,  dabs,  and  plaice,  over  forty  boats 
having  been  out.    Mr.  R.  J..C.  Cawse,  fishing  at  Deal 
with  Mr.  Woolgar,  only  moderate   sport  — Oct  26 
eight   score  whiting,  a  few  dabs,  two  spur  dogs; 
Oct.   27,  three  rods,  five   score   whiting,   few  flat 
fish.    Monday  bad,  reserve  squadron  in  Downs  and 
their  pinnaces  upset  matters.    As  verbal  reports  Mr. 
Basten  at  Leigh,  fishing  poor,  only  two  dozen  flounders' 
none  large.    Mr.  Tucker,  fishing  at  Dover,  in  spite  of 
heavy  weather,  caught  fourteen  or  fifteen  good  poutin" 
up  to  IJlb.    Good  sport  :  they  fought  like  codling^ 
better  sport  in  another  week,  when  weather  settles 
Mr.  Edwards  had  been  to  Deal.    One  day,  three  rods 
only  three  fish,  next  day  four  score  whiting,  no  codling- 
Sunday,  man  went  off,  and  took  seven  gooA.  whiting 
but    after    breakfast    tried    and    caught  nothing' 
On  Monday,  with  Mr.  Bates  and  his  son,  caught  a  few 
Tuesday  again  poor  sport.     On  the  Monday  night 
draw  nets  for  smelt,  two  men  close  along  shore  a 
quantity  of  whiting,  twenty-two  bass,  and  a  large  sole 
sold  for  4s.  6d. ;  so  tried  close  along  shore— no  good 
Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  at  Deal  on  Monday,  five  score 
whitmg,  many  fine  ;  smelt  as  bait  answered  well.  Mr. 
R.  C  Graham,  at  Southend,  baiting  with  whitebait 
and  shrimp,  had  three  nice  flounders,  smallest  Alb- 
reported  the  catch  of  a  2Jlb.   bass  on  lugworm 
bait.    Mr.  F.  Clay,  Margate,  one  rod,  just  off  West- 
,te,  twelve  score  whiting.     Lugworm  ran  scarce 
but  whiting  not  bad  for  bait.    Mr.  Wm.  Ive  at  Deal 
sport  moderate.    Mr.  Croft  Handley,  Southend  on 
Monday  for  a  few  hours,  tides  strong,  but  on  the  slack 
took  many  small  whiting  and  a  few  dabs,  but  all  fish 
small.    Mr.  Glassington  at  Deal  went  well  into  the 
bay  and  was  busy  all  day  with  whiting,  taking  twelve 
score  and  four  nice  flat-fish.  On  Saturday  night,  bright 
moonlight  and  calm,  wanted  conger,  but  only  took 
seven  codling,  biggest  2Jlb.,  no  pouting.  Attention 
was  again  called  to  the  paper  to  be  read  on  Nov  6  by 
Charles  A.  Payton,  Esq.,   upon  "Lines  in  Many 
Waters.     The  customary  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man closed  the  meeting.— W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Com- 
mander R.N.,  Secretary. 


iTofes  from  i^e  ;irorf^. 

One  of  the  worst  angling  seasons  on  record  has  at  last 
fizzled  out.  On  Thursday  the  song  of  the  reel  ceased 
on  all  the  Scotch  waters  not  already  closed,  except  the 
mighty  Tweed  and  some  others  which  remain  open  a 
little  longer. 


A  good  few  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Dee,  about 
Park,  Crathes,  Cairnton,  and  Woodond,  but  all  over  it 
is  pronounced  on  every  hand  as  a  miserable  season. 

However  bad  the  angling  results  may  have  been, 
they  are  not  likely  to  affect  the  angling  rentals,  at] 
least  not  to  bring  them  down.  Already  there  is  a] 
keen  demand  for  angling  quarters  of  the  better  order, ; 
and  by  Christmas  few  will  remain  unlet. 

The  best  fish  of  the  season  was  the  50-pounder, 
caught  with  fly  on  the  North  Bsk  by  Mr.  J  M 
Oldham. 


Lady  Brigge  has  done  well  on  the  Deveron.  She 
had  two  one  day  last  week  of  heavy  weight,  but  has 
not  had  anything  like  the  sport  of  former  years.  She 
fishes  Mr.  Porter's  water. 


Little  is  known  of  the  sport  obtained  by  H.R.H.  the 
Duchess  of  Fife.  Things  up  Braemar  way  are  kept 
very  quiet,  but  it  is  hinted  that  the  pools  have  been 
too  low,  and  the  quality  of  the  fish  not  up  to  the 
mark.  She  had  a  good  run  of  sport,  however,  at  the 
start. 


The  Skibbo  Hatchery  was  formally  opened  by  Miss 
Carnegie  last  week,  when  in  presence  of  a  fashionable 
gathering  she  turned  on  the  water.  The  hatchery  is 
one  of  the  best  appointed  in  the  country.  Most  of 
the  apparatus  was  supplied  by  "Special  Scotch  "—I 
mean  by  Mr.  G.  Mackay,  the  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Aberdeen,  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Carnegie. 


Mr.  Walker  has  had  a  rod  on  the  Grandholm,  and 
together  with  Professor  Cash  may  be  accounted  the 
luckiest  of  the  batch  of  anglers  on  this  prolific  stretch. 

The  Shetlands  are  booming  year  by  year,  and  they 
deserve  it.  Those  who  can  find  their  way  about  find 
plenty  of  sea-trout  and  other  sport.  Those  who  can- 
not do  so,  but  must  have  a  gillie  to  guide  them,  need 
not  go  there. 


Too  low  and  too  full  of  leaves  "  was  the  universal 
expression  all  over  the  North  of  Scotland  during  the 
closing  days  of  the  season.  The  little  water  of  Ugie 
did  well,  and  so  did  some  parts  of  the  Ythan. 

Special  Scotch. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  was  voted  to  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  Oct.  30.  Some  interesting  angling  experi- 
ences were  related  by  members,  and  sport  seems  to  be 
improving.  Mr.  J.  Parsons  has  taken  perch  from  the 
Thames.  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  perch  and  barbel  (on 
tight  line)  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  S.  Stone,  pike ;  Mr.  T. 
Stone  and  Mr.  F.  Berry,  roach  up  to  l^lb.  fromTring; 
Mr.  J.  Potter,  dace.  Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  G.  West- 
rup  fishing  the  Avon  took  small  pike,  and  some  very 
good  roach,  the  best  brace,  weighing  lib.  12ioz.  and 
lib.  10oz.,were  taken  by  Mr.  Dunn  and  counts  towards 
the  challenge  cup.  Mr.  J.  J.  Burton  reports  taking 
thirty-nine  whiting,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Clements,  whiting 
and  dabs  q.  -^y^ 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Angling  reports  were  meagre  at  Monday's  meeting, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  in  the  chair.  Captain  Pinch  had 
taken  a  leash  of  pike  on  the  Uxbridge  water,  heaviest 
fish  51b.  lOoz.,  and  the  hon.  secretary  had  received 
information  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  had 
killed  a  161b.  salmon  in  the  North,  Dr.  Ogier  Ward 
having  a  smaller  one.  Nothing  had  been  done  at 
Newbury,  but  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  had  had  several  brace 
of  small  grayling  at  Hungerford.  The  Thames  had 
fished  very  badly.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  mentioned 
that  dozens  were  out  at  Shiplake,  but  no  one  had  a 
fish  over  8oz.  The  chairman  had  three  jack  from 
private  water,  but  Mr.  R.  Bradford  had  not  a  bite 
during  a  whole  day  he  was  on  the  Kennet, 

M  G.  E  DB  0, 


Mr.  Duncan,  Inspector  to  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  is 
busy  just  now  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  collect- 
ing his  season's  ova.    Mr.  Duncan  always  takes  time 
by  the  forelock,  and  as  a  consequence  his  boxes  are  % 
always  full  in  the  first  days  of  November.  ' 

The  Don  is  the  heaviest  poached  river  in  the 
kingdom.  It  is  said  that  some  three  hundred  fish 
have  been  taken  from  its  lower  waters  by  other  means 
than  the  legal  lure.  The  snigger,  of  course,  accounts 
for  not  a  few. 
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GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  Davies  was  voted  to  the  chair.    After  the  corre 
spondence  was  dealt  with  and  one  gentleman  nomin 
ated  for  membership,  the  fishing  reports  were  taken. 
The  outing  arranged  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  at  Leigh,  on 
Wednesday  last,  was  very  enjoyable  and  though  the 
sport  met  with  was  not  so  good  as  usual,  all  had  fish. 
Mr.  Gray  had  the  largest  take  ;  Mr.  Basten  second 
with  twenty-three,  and  Mr.  Gray  as  the  donor  of  a 
prize  for  competition  on  the  occasion  sent  same  for 
presentation  to  Mr.  Basten.     Mr.  Eldred  reported 
taking  perch  and  one  jack  returned.    Mr.  Allen  whit- 
ing at  Yarmouth,   above  the  size  usually  found. 
Mr.   J.   W.   Clarke  seventeen  flat  fish  at  Leigh. 
Mr.   Connellan    two  score  and  four  whiting,  six 
dabs  and  one  plaice  at  Deal ;  Mr.  Gibson  same  dav 
two  score  fifteen  whiting,  other  days  the  latter  has 
done  very  well,  but  yesterday  had  only  some  eighteen 
fish,  strong  spring  tides  preventing  fishing  far  from  the 
shore.     Mr.  Ritchie  roach  from  Broxbourne.  Mr. 
Gilbert,  flat  fish  from  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Beamout,  one 
htmdred  and  sixty  whiting  and  flat  fish  from  Burn- 
ham,  and  two  and  a  half  score  flat  fish'  from  Leigh. 
Mr.  Mignot,  flat  fish  from  Leigh.    Dr.  Ladell  with 
friend,  ten  score  whiting,  etc.,  at  Ramsgate.  Mr, 
Woodruff,  three  chub  and  five  roach  from  private  water. 
Mr.  Borthwick,  forty  whiting  and  twelve  flounders 
from  Burnham.    Mr.  Wertheim,  six  roach  and  two 
dace  from  the  Colne.    Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  then  read  a 
paper,  "On  a  Famous  Fishery";   this  proved  to 
be    Torbay,    on   the    coast  of  Devonshire.  Most 
exhaustive  information  was  given   as  to  the  dis- 
trict, its  charm  as  a  holiday  resort,  and  reference 
made  to  the  historical  associations  of  the  place.  Mr. 
Parker  was  here  in  the  summer  and  big  stories 
havmg  reached  him  as  to  the  number  of  large  pollack 
and  bass  to  be  caught  in  the  bay  led  him  to  anticipate 
exceptional  sport.    However,  he  was  disappointed. 
Though  he  tried  diligently  over  the  best  known  spots 
with  the  assistance  of  capable  boatmen  no  single 
bass  or  pollack  was  taken— a  like  experience  with 
other  anglers,  though  all  had  quantities  of  mackerel 
and  whiting.    Reference  was  made  to  the  enormous 
imount  of  destruction  to  fish  life  caused  by  trawlers. 
In  some  form  trawls  are  woi  ked  without  cessation  in 
Bvery  part  of  the  British  fisheries,  and  fish  when  once 
in  the  net  are  crushed  out  of  life  by  the  weight  of 
stones,  (Ubris,  and  whatever  comes  to  the  net  as  it 
scours  the  ground.    They  are  then  thrown  away  un- 
less sufficiently  large  for  market.    In  this  way  the 
waters  are  nearly  depleted,  and  fish  life  given  no 
shance  to  maintain  a  yield.    Interested  parties  point 
n  argument  against  this  that  the  tonnage  of  fish 
anded  at  our  ports  is  kept  up,  if  not  increased,  year 
jy  lyear,  but  deduction  is  never  made  for  the  fish 
)btained  from  foreign  waters.    Owing  to  fish  being 
iO  scarce,  long  sailings  have  to  be  made,  and  captains 
)f  vessels  are  frequently  caught  poaching  in  Icelandic 
)r  Faroese  waters.    Shrimpers'  trawls  do  perhaps  the 
nost  harm  working  in  shallow  water,  where  the 
mallest  of  the  immature  fish  congregate  ;  they  destroy 
iterally  millions  of  these  fish  annually.    Mr.  Parker 
eferred  to  the  consumption  of  whitebait,  which  he 
laimed  were  the  fry  of  sea  fish.    There  was  a  long 
liscussion,  which  proved  of  how  much  importance 
hese  subjects  were,  and  all  were  in  accord  'that  some 
egKlative  measures    were    needed   either  by  the 
idoption  of  a  close-time  for  sea  fish— the  closing 
t  sections  of  the  coast  for  given  periods— or  an 
Qcrease  in  the  size  of  the  mesh  of  trawl-nets  which 
bould  be  kept  perpendicular,  and  of  the  same  width 
rom  top  to  bottom,  thus  giving  the  smaller  fish  the 
hance  of  getting  through.    Whatever  the  views  may 
e,  some  protective  scheme  must  sooner  or  later  be 
dopted,  or  all  fish  food  will  become  a  pure  luxury 
L  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Parker  for  the 
aper,  and  one  to  Mr.  Davies  who  had  presided.  On 
aturday  next,  Nov.  9,  Lord  Mayor's  Day,  the  annual 
ompetition  will  be  held  at  Deal  for  the  society's 
challenge  Cup.    Those  who  intend  going  down,  and 
ave  not  already  given  their  names  in,  are  requested 
3  write  the  curator,  who  is  making  all  arrangements 
Manchester  Hotel,        '  J.  H.  Walkke,  Hon.  Sec. ' 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


LIVERPOOL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Cub  last  competition  (on  Thursday,  Oct.  24)  at 
angor-on-Dee  was  a  decided  success,  and  a  good 
luster  of  our  members  tm-ned  up  to  take  part  in  it 
nfortunately,  the  weather  broke  down  on  the 
lorning  of  -the  match  and  the  competitors  had  to 
.ce  a  wind  which  blew  across  the  stream  with  hurri- 
me  force  at  times,  whilst  the  raiu  descended  in 
renching  showers,  which  made  matters  somewhat 
rely  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  But  in  spite  of  these 
rawbacks  the  water  was  in  splendid  fettle  and  "  Our 
oys  obtained  some  rare  sport  amongst  the  dace 
'er  half  a  hundredweight  of  fi^h  being  killed  Mr 
no  Tom  White  carried  of  the  first  prize  (a  gold 


watch)  with  111b.  4oz.  Mr.  George  Cooke  (another 
tyro)  weighed  in  81b.  loz.  of  fish  to  secure  the  second 
prize  (a  fine  brace  of  pheasants,  kindly  donated  by  the 
landlord  of  the  Royal  Oak  Hotel).  Messrs.  Tom 
Pennington  and  George  Barratt  secured  the  fourth 
and  fifth  prizes  (which  were  also  given  by  Mr.  Bibby  of 
the  above-mentioned  hostelry)  with  71b.  5oz.  and 
Gib.  5oz.  respectively.  It  should  be  added  that 
Messrs.  Waller  and  Wilson  each  had  a  nice  show  of 
fish,  their  catch  aggregating  over  101b.  of  fine  dace. 
We  have  another  outing  next  Thursday,  Nov.  7,  to 
the  same  old  pitch  and  under  precisely  similar  condi- 
tions, weighing  in,  on  this  occasion,  at  Host  Parry's 
(Green  Man  Hotel,  Wrexham),  who  very  kindly 
presents  two  good  prizes  which  will  be  fished  for  in 
addition  to  others  already  down  on  our  list.  By  the 
time  these  few  lines  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  Border  Esk  will  have  been  closed 
for  the  season,  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  prediction 
I  made  through  the  correspondence  columns  of  this 
journal  some  months  ago  relative  to  this  matter  will 
have  been  fully  realised.  Thanks  to  "  the  powers  that 
be  "  who  were  the  instigation  of  the  removal  of  the 
nets  from  the  Solway,  the  baek-end  fishing  this  year 
has  eclipsed  anything  that  has  been  experienced  on 
the  Esk  and  Border  rivers  generally  for  many  years 
past.  The  Derwent  is  still  open  for  salmon,  and  some 
good  sport  is  certain  to  be  had  at  Cockermouth  during 
the  next  fortnight.  Rosiceucian. 


NORTHEEN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  twelfth  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on 
Oct.  26  at  Farnworth.    Representatives  of  181  angling 
societies  were  present,  the  chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  Geo.  Sutherland,  J.P.,  of  Wigan.    The  annual 
report  was  read  by  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Redford,   and  showed  a  gratifying  increase  in  the 
rnembership  and  bank  balances.    Commencing  with 
4773,  the  year  closed  with  5441  members.  Centres 
had  been  established  in  Warrington  and  Chorley,  and 
both  were  progressing  rapidly.    After  referring  to  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  decease  of  Mr.  Wallwork,  late 
hon.   treasurer,   the  appointment  of  trustees,'  and 
election  of  Mr.  D.  Cuerden  as  treasurer,  the  report 
mentions  a  number  of  new  angling  stations  conceded 
by  the  railway  companies,  and  the  absence  of  com- 
plaint from  either  railway  or  canal  authorities.  Some 
sixty-four  miles  of  additional  fishing  on  the  Shropshire 
Union  Canal  has  been  rented,  and  valuable  concessions 
received  from  several  landowners.     The  Lancaster 
Canal  has  been  restocked  with  young  perch,  and  the 
assistance  of  the  association  requested  and  granted 
in   saying  fish  when  the  water  has  been  let  ofi. 
Negotiations  for  other  waters  are  in  progress,  and 
endeavours  are  being  made  to  secure  better  conditions 
for  Preston  anglers  on  the  Lancaster  Canal.    There  is 
a  balance  in  the  bank  of  £57  lis.  6d.  on  the  general 
account,  and  £68  16s.  lOd.  in  the  defence  fund,  or  a 
total  of  £126  7s.  4d.    A  new  rule,  making  it  imperative 
to  return  undersized  fish  dead  or  alive,  was  adopted. 
The  resolution  of  last  year  making  the  railway  fares 
of  the  executive  council  an  association  charge  was 
reaffirmed,  and  Liverpool  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place 
for  next  annual  meeting.     All  the  officers  were 
unanimously  re-elected.  Thos.  W.  Redfoed 


SPEY  FISHERY  BOARD. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Spey  Fishery  Board, 
held  the  other  day,  the  superintendent's  report  con- 
tained some  interesting  facts.  He  reports  that  the 
spawning  season  of  1900-01  has  been  the  best  recorded 
for  the  last  fourteen  years,  the  number  of  spawning 
beds  showing  an  increase  of  1690  compared  with  the 
previous  season,  the  next  best  record  having  been  that 
of  1894-95.  The  size  of  the  river  and  tributaries  during 
the  autumn  and  early  spring  made  the  season  an 
ideal  one  for  spawning  purposes.  At  the  end  of 
November  and  during  December  last  year  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  salmon  hatchery  at 
Fochabers  was,  for  the  ninth  year  in  succession 
stocked  with  salmon  ova.  The  same  number  of  e^es 
as  last  year— about  850,000— were  successfully  hatched 
at  the  hatchery,  and  about  800,000  of  the  fry  were 
put  into  the  river  Spey  in  the  first  week  of  June.  His 
Grace's  fresh  water  rearing  ponds,  which  now  number 
twelve,  at  Tugnet  are  about  49  feet  long  by  9  feet 
wide,  and  3  feet  6  inches  deep.  Into  six  of  the  ponds 
there  have  been  placed  about  30,000  fry  to  be  reared 
until  they  have  assumed  the  smolt  dress,  which 
generally  takes  place  when  the  young  fish  are  about  two 
years  old,  when  they  will  then  be  put  into  the 
"brackish"  water  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  so 
that  they  may  go  down  to  the  sea.  In  addition 
to  these  dozen  ponds  his  Grace  has  also  recently  made 
a  salt  water  rearing  pond  near  the  sea  at  Tugnet,  for 
the  purpose  of  tryiog  various  experiments  connected 
with  the  artificial  rearing  of  salmon.  The  Board  gave 
Mr.  Grant,  of  Elchies,  permission  to  erect  a  hatchery 
m  the  middle  reaches  of  the  river.— J.  M. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


Whiting  fishing  continues  to  yield  capital  sport, 
and  several  very  good  catches  have  been  recorded 
from  the  rivers  and  off  Felixstowe  since  my  last 
report.  On  Saturday  last  Messrs.  .1.  C.  Sparkes  and 
r^'^'  fishing  from  Felixstowe  Pier,  captured 
4411b.  On  Oct.  23  we  held  our  first  whiting  match  in 
the  river  Orwell ;  the  weather  was  favourable,  and 
all  the  competitors  had  good  sport.  Three  prizes 
were  oltered  for  the  largest  number  of  whiting  of 
eight  inches  and  over,  the  result  being:  E  .1  King 
148  (1st);  G.  P.  Price,  105  (2nd);  A.  H.  Kinc  77 

i-n'^U  9.-  ^/  ^^'l^y-  H-  ^-  Hill.  00;  Stewart, 
00;  H.  G.  Westgate,  60 ;  C.  Warner,  58 ;  A.E.  Sparkes 
56;  T.  Garwood,  25;  C.  Dunnctt,  90;  J.  Crane,  7.0 
(the  two  latter  did  not  report  within  the  time  limit). 
Total,  881  ;  and  iii  addition  to  these  there  were  a 
great  nmnber  of  smaller  whiting,  dabs,  and  white 
herring.  The  boats  fishing  in  Stratton  Bight  had  the 
best  sport,  the  fish  there  being  much  larger  than 
those  taken  higher  up  the  river.  The  three  prize- 
wmners  were  fishing  from  the  same  boat,  their  total 
catch  being  considerably  over  twenty  score.  There 
being  no  stated  time  for  commencing  the  match,  one 
enthusiastic  member  started  at  2  a.m.,  but  failed  to 
secure  a  prize.  H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


ST.  HELENS  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

On  Tuesday  (Oct.  29),  while  fishing  in  St.  Ann's 
Dam,  Taylor  Park,  our  well-known  townsman,  Mr. 
Wm  Larkland,  sen.,  caught  a  splendid  specimen  of 
the  king  carp.    It  weighed  31b.  lOoz..  and  is  one  of 
the  lot  put  in  the  dam  by  the  St.  Helens  Angling 
Association.    The  association  two-and-a-half  years  ago 
purchased  a  lot  of  roach,  king  carp,  and  perch,  and 
distributed  them  on  their  famous  waters,  the  Park 
waters  getting  rather  more  than  an  equal  share. 
Sca,rcely  a  fish  was  3oz.  weight  when  put  in  the  water. 
It  is  the  undoubted  belief  of  the  association  that  there 
was  not  a  single  specimen  of  the  king  carp  in  the  Park 
waters  before  they  put  the  above  lot  in.    These  fish 
have  the  repute  of  growing  lib.  each  year  in  anv 
water.    It  therefore  shows  very  clearly  that  there  is 
any  quantity  of  the  best  natural  food  in  the  water  to 
cause  the  carp  above-mentioned  to  "put  on"  quite 
3Jlb.  in  two  and  a  half  years.    This  fully  bears  out 
ttie  statement  made  by  a  well-known  local  gentleman 
well  versed  in  fish  culture  in  a  very  instructive  paper 
which  he  read  before  the  committee  and  members 
some  eight  or  ten  years  ago.    Mr.  Larkland  has  been 
for  years  and  years  a  quiet,  but  at  the  same;time 
enthusiastic  angler.     He  is  one  of  old  "  Izaak's " 
stamp,  takes  a  very  keen  interest  in  the  sport,  but 
likes  to  be  undisturbed.    In  the  many  years  of  his 
angling  career  he  has  had  many  and  varied  experiences, 
and  could  be  listened  to  with  profit  by  many  an  angler 
who  thinks  he  "  knows  a  lot."    It  speaks  a  lot  for  his 
enthusiasm  when  it  is  stated  that  he  i^eventy-three 
years  of  age  and  turned  out  and  faced  the  music  of  a 
raw  south-east  wind  to  pursue  his  favourite  sport.  If 
this  gentleman  could  be  persuaded  to  relate  his  ex- 
periences as  an  angler  it  would  be  'sure  to  form  very 
interesting  reading.  "       h.  Geeee 


NEW  PISCATOEIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

19,368.  Mr.  William  Tait,  96,  Buchanan-street 
Glasgow.  Improvements  in  and  relating 
to  line  haulers  for  use  on  board  fishin^ 
boats  and  the  like.  ° 

19,667.  Mr.  George  Terry  Trist  Freeman,  of  Chancery- 
lane.  Improvements  relating  to  fishing- 
hooks. 

19,746.  Mr.  William  Hardy  and  Mr.  John  James 
Hardy,  Clun-house,  Surrey-street,  Strand. 
Improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  fish- 
hooks. 

19,824.  Mr.  John  Langford  Crumpe,  3,  Almeric-road, 
Clapham  Junction.  A  trap  for  catching 
all  animals,  fishes  included,  without  harm 
or  injury  to  any  captured. 

11,400.  Pishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  S.  AUcock  (trading 
as  Messrs.  Allcock  A  Co.),  Standard  Works, 
Redditch.  Bait  cans.  To  enable  maggots 
and  insects  to  be  shaken  out  oue  at  a  time 
from  the  box,  the  upper  edge  is  cut  away 
to  register  with  a  similar  opening  in  the 
lid. 

20,800.  Mr.  Ernest  Foreman  Wheeler,  23,  Coleman- 
street,  London.  Improvements  in  connec- 
tion with  oyster  cultivation. 

10,557,  Fishing.  Patentee  :  Mr.  P.  Geen,  63,  Mount 
-Ararat,  Richmond.  Artificial  bait ;  spinnin" 
tackle.   A  pear-shaped  spoon  is  used.  ° 
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The  monthly  delegate  meeticg  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on 
Monday  evening  (Nov.  4),  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  will  meet  on  Monday  evening 
(Nov.  4),  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican. 


"  We  are  having  lovely  weather  here  just  now ;  the 
country  is  in  its  autumnal  garb — simply  delightful — 
while  you  town  dwellers  are  shrouded  in  fog."  This 
extract  is  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  G.  A.  W.  Griffiths,  of 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel.  He  says  there  is  every  prospect 
of  a  good  pike  season,  as  they  are  "  much  in  evidence." 
A  London  angler  on  Oct.  27  captured  several,  the 
largest  weighing  13 Jib.  The  water  is  in  good  condition, 
and  sport  all  round  good.  I  suppose  I  must  have  a 
"  turn  "  there  shortly,  but  I'm  after  the  33J  pounder 
which  is  awaiting  capture. 


Theee  will  be  a  large  attendance  of  British  sea 
anglers  and  friends  on  Wednesday  evening  next  (Nov.  6) 
at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  when  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton 
("  Sarcelle  ")  will  deliver  a  lecture  entitled  "  Lines  in 
Many  Waters." 


The  Garstang  magistrates  recently  fined  a  Wigan 
angler  five  shillings  and  costs  for  taking  trout  from 
the  river  Wyre  at  Churchtown  during  the  close  season. 
On  Oct.  19,  the  defendant  was  seen  to  take  a  trout 
and  place  it  in  his  pocket  whilst  fishing  with  rod  and 
line.  He  explained  that  he  was  not  fishing  for  trout,  but 
this  having  swallowed  the  hook  could  not  have  lived 
even  if  thrown  back  into  the  water.  I  believe  that 
every  angler  knows,  or  sliouhl  know,  that  fish  taken 
out  of  season  promiscuous-like  must  be  returned,  dead 
or  alive— the  latter  if  possible. 


Mr.  A.  Whaley,  proprietor  of  the  King's  Arms  Hotel, 
Christchurch,  says  :  "  Good  sport  has  been  had  at  the 
picturesque  town  of  Christchurch.  On  Oct.  28,  Mr.  J. 
S.  Lane,  fishing  in  the  hotel  water,  caught  in  four 
hours  thirty-one  roach,  weighing  391b.,  some  21b. 
They  were  all  returned.  Mr.  Lane  landed  a  roach  in 
November  of  last  year  of  21b.  4Joz.  on  the  same  water. 


At  Hastings,  says  "  E.,"  whiting  have  been  feeding 
ravenously,  and  boat  anglers  have  had  grand  sport 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Geddie's  party,  out  '  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  26,  for  only  a  limited  period,  had  eight 
score  of  whiting  of  fine  size  and  quality.  Another 
party  of  three,  out  about  three  hours,  had  no  less  than 
eighteen  score  ;  in  fact,  a  turn  of  two  or  three  hours 
any  time  throughout  the  day  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  as  many  fish  as  one  cared  to  carry  home.  Those 
persons  wishing  a  profitable  day's  fishing  at  the 
present  time  c«fcld  not  do  better  than  give  Hastings  a 
trial.    The  boatmen  are  all  that  can  be  desired. 


In  justice  to  "  Ben  "  Abrahams,  I  answer  the  query 
of  "  One  Anxious  to  Know "  in  last  week's  Fishing 
Gazette.  "Ben"  says:  "I  have  done  my  duty  to- 
wards the  A.B.S.  for  many  years,  and  will  continue  to 
do  so.  But  I  have  arranged  fifty  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  24,  at  an  entrance  fee  of  one 
shilling.  You  will  see  by  the  bills  that  it  is  advertised 
as  '  Ben  Abrahams'  First  Grand  Angling  Competition.' 
That  should  set  all  doubts  at  rest.  If  I  get  enough 
money  to  pay  expenses,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied. 
The  A.B.S.  will  not  be  forgotten.  Mr.  Adams  (of  the 
Camden  [A.S.)  will  see  that  the  box  which  I  have  had 
specially  made  will  be  duly  introduced  to  the  notice  of 
anglers ;  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Harris,  Western  District 
ofiicer,  will  open  same  on  Nov.  25." 


We  all  know  that  "Ben"  is  an  indefatigable 
worker  in  every  good  cause  connected  with  angling, 
and  he  is  candid  enough  to  say  that  the  Richmond 
competition  is  "Ben  Abrahams'."  If  he  should  by 
any  chance  reap  a  little  reward,  no  one  will  grudge  it 
him.  There  are  some  really  good  and  useful  prizes  to 
be  fished  for,  and  a  line  to  25,  Silver-street,  Netting 
Hill-gate,  or  a  2d.  slide  down  the  Tube,  will  give 
every  particular.  The  prizes  consist  of  roach  poles, 
ledger  rods,  reels,  landing  nets,  tackle  cases,  oilskin 
suits,  umbrellas,  etc.  Ben  asks  me  to  come  down. 
I  will,  just  for  a  change,  if  well  enough,  but  he  has 
fixed  up  the  date  to  clash  with  the  B.S.A.S.  competi- 
tion at  Deal.  Now,  I  want  one  of  the  gold  medals  for 
the  biggest — something.  Umbrellas  I  lose ;  tea  services 
are  no  good  at  dinner  time;  clocks  would  keep  me 
awake  at  night ;  "  fancy  cushions  and  lots  of  other 
prizes "  I  should  have  to  give  away  to  my  grand- 
children. All  thej  same,  Ben,  I  do  really  hope  you 
will  have  what  you  call  a  "  bumper."  You  deserve 
encouragement,  but  don't  forget  that  "  virtue  is  its 
own  reward," 


LoBSTEES,  says  the  American  F.  G.,  would  never  do 
as  substitutes  for  homing  pigeons.  Their  "  get  there  " 
capabilities  are  not  of  the  highest  order,  and  their 
reliability  in  carrying  messages  to  a  given  destination 
are  not  to  be  depended  upon.  Yet  "  the  race  is  not 
always  to  the  swiftest,"  and  the  results  of  some 
experiments  conducted  along  the  New  England  coast 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  crustaceans  possess  the 
homing  pigeon's  instincts  to  some  degree  at  least. 
These  experiments  were  somewhat  interfered  with  by 
Greek  and  Portuguese  fishermen,  but  sufficient  data 
was  secured  to  jsrove  the  case'.  Nearly  500  lobsters 
were  tagged  and  liberated  at  points  distant  from  where 
they  were  caught,  and  numerous  instances  were  found 
of  the  lobsters  returning  to  their  former  waters.  One 
lobster,  for  instance,  released  at  Gay  Head,  was  cap- 
tured at  Wood's  Hole,  where  it  was  first  taken.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  men  in  charge  of  the  hatchery  at 
the  last-named  place,  who  conducted  the  experiments, 
this  indicates  that  lobsters  have  a  tendency  to  return 
to  the  locality  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed. 


A  NICE  lobster  (91b.)  was  captured  by  Mr.  F.  Stewart, 
a  member  of  the  New  Century  A.  S.,  at  Deal.  Another 
member  recently  captured  a  large  octopus  off  Brighton. 
[I  think  I  should  prefer  the  lobster.] 


Sea  anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  "  The  Com- 
modore "  (Mrs.  Hy.  Ball)  is  rapidly  getting  better, 
and  hopes  shortly  to  be  able  to  handle  the  rod  off 
Deal.  "Ned"  Hanger  is,  I  am  glad  to  say,  "  himself 
again."  A  recent  visit  to  Deal  revealed  the  fact  that 
nearly  twenty  boats  were  out.  They  .were  all  at 
anchor,  and  although  provided  with  material  for 
shooting,  they  did  not  "shoot"  the  nets.  It  proved 
to  be  the  Reserve  Squadron. 


Fine  Fishing. 
One  lovely  simimer  eve  I  went 

With  two  kind  friends  a-fisliing 
In  that  old  famous  river  Trent — 

A  pleasure  I'd  been  wishing. 

We  carried  rod  and  bait  and  line. 
And  thought  'twould  be  no  fault  on 

Our  part  if  we  did  not  shine 
As  anglers  like  old  Walton. 

We  threw  the  line,  we  held  the  rod. 
We  dropped  the  hook  well  baited, 

And  sitting  on  the  grassy  sod 
For  three  long  hours  we  waited. 

The  fish  would  bite  yet  not  abide 

In  act  so  suicidal, 
But  off  again  we  saw  them  glide. 

And  knew  our  pains  were  idle. 

At  length  I  made  a  precious  haul 
Of  one  stray  fish  that  sought  us  ; 

It  was  an  eel  but  very  small. 
Which  in  its  capture  fought  us. 

No  fish  we  caught  but  this  one  eel. 
For  those  that  like  strong  savour. 

Will  more  than  compensate  we  feel 
For  trout  and  perch's  flavour. 

James  Silvestee. 


The  increasing  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  North  Sea  is 
attributed  by  Mr.  H.  Donnison,  the  Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries'  Inspector,  to  the  sufferance  of  the  natural 
enemies  of  fishing.  In  the  Wash,  which  is  a  great  fish 
nursery,  there  are,  he  says  in  his  half-yearly  report, 
hundreds  of  seals,  tens  if  not  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  gulls,  besides  cormorants,  all  living  on  fish,  of 
which  a  cormorant  alone  can  eat  seven  pounds  daily. 
As  these  destroyers  prey  chiefly  on  small  fish,  enor- 
mous havoc  is  caused  among  fish  which  otherwise 
would  find  their  way  into  the  fishermen's  nets.  Of 
shellfish,  for  example,  Mr.  Donnison  states  that  the 
gulls  consume  far  more  in  an  infant  state  than  are 
taken  by  fishermen  in  an  adult  state.  He  concludes 
that  valuable  and  wholesome  fish  would  do  much 
more  good  in  the  stomachs  of  human  beings  than  if 
allowed  to  go  down  the  throats  of  useless  birds  and 
animals. 


A  VERY  interesting  little  animal  is  to  be  seen  alive 
at  the  King's  &  Keys  Hotel,  in  Fleet  -  street.  In 
colour  it  is  somewhat  similar  to  an  ordinary  rat,  with 
an  extraordinary  length  of  tail.  The  hind  parts 
resemble  a  kangaroo's,  while  the  head  and  front  legs 
are  like  a  squirrel's  and  it  lives  on  nothing  else  but 
birdseed.    Who's  good  at  conundrums  ? 


Me.  Joyce  writes :  "  Mr.  Sidney  S.  Powncely, 
Welton  House,  Burgiss  Hill,  Finchley-road,  N.W., 
fishing  Lough  Mask  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel, 
Clonbur,  co.  Galway,  caught  a  handsome  pike  of 
32|lb.,  more  like  a  salmon  than  a  pike  ;  it  gave  im- 
mense sport,  and  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Williams 
I  and  Sons,  Naturalists,  Dublin,  to  be  set  up.  Those 
'  anxious  for  big  pike  should  come  during  winter 
months.    Trout]  being  on  the  spawning  rivers,  pike 


are  on  the  feed,  and  will  take  anything  from  a  needle 
to  a  cigar."  [I  have  heard  of  donkeys  taking  arrow- 
root, but  as  for  pike  taking  cigars— well  it  would  give 
me  the  "  needle."] 


The  greatest  chrysanthemum  show  and  fete  of  the 
year,  the  54th  annual  display  of  the  National  Chrys- 
anthemum Society,  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
on  Nov.  5,  6,  and  7.  It  will  be  a  gigantic  display, 
thousands  of  blooms  and  flowers  being  exhibited  of 
every  type  of  chrysanthemum  and  the  best  the  world 
can  produce.  Floral  decorations,  fruit,  and  vegetables 
will  also  be  on  view.  Madame  Christensen's  thirty- 
days'  fast  ends  on  Nov.  9. 


In  the  Supreme  Court  recently  there  was  argument 
in  a  State  case  which  was  absolutely  novel  in  its 
character,  so  far  as  North  Carolina  is  concerned.  The 
case  came  from  Pitt  county,  and  the  question  is 
whether  the  evidence  of  a  dog  is  legal  evidence. 
Bloodhounds  tracked  a  thief  to  his  lair.  The  jury 
believed  the  evidence  of  the  dogs.  The  thief  was 
convicted.  He  appealed,  on  the  ground  that  dogs' 
evidence  is  no  evidence.  The  State  say  it  is.  The 
Attorney-General  so  argued.  Able  lawyers,  including 
ex-Governor  Jarvis,  say  they  stand  by  the  dog  in  the 
matter. 


The  Board  of  Trade  is  issuing,  as  a  Parliamentary 
return,  "  Translation  of  the  Proposed  New  German 
Customs  Tariff,  with  comparison,  as  far  as  possible,  of 
the  rates  of  Customs  duty  contained  in  the  proposed 
tariff  with  the  rates  at  present  in  force  on  imports 
into  Germany  from  the  United  Kingdom."  That's 
all  right.  Among  fresh  fish,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  carp  have  been  specially  selected  to  receive  a 
duty  of  7s.  7|d.  per  cwt.,  others  remaining  altogether 
exempt.  Mineral  fuels  remain  free.  Carbonate  of 
ammonia,  formerly  free,  is  now  proposed  to  be  rated 
at  2s.  6Jd.  per  cwt.;  potash  rises  from  9|d.  to 
to  Is.  OJd.,  while  raw  and  crystallised  soda  are  reduced 
from  9^d.  to  5Jd.  Incandescent  mantles,  which  at 
present  are  only  taxed  as  metal  wares  when  in  combina- 
tion with  common  metals,  are  now  to  be  rated  at  £3  Is. 
per  cwt.  One  of  the  exceptional  reductions  is  shown 
by  yoru  of  raw  silk,  on  which  the  rate  is  lowered  from 
£20  Gs.  Cd.  per  cwt.  to  £1  12s.  5d.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  rate  on  gauze  rises  from  £2  10s.  lOd.  per  cwt.  to 
±7  12s.  5d.,  and  the  duty  on  bookbinders'  cloth  is 
doubled.  Human  hair  is  not  to  suff  er  any  change,  but 
fans,  wholly  or  partly  of  ostrich  feathers,  rise  from 
£5  Is.  8d.  per  cwt.  to  £15  4s.  lid.  Now  I  can  get  on 
without  "  human  hair,"  and  fans,  and  ostrich  feathers. 
I  can  even  forego  "  mineral  fuels  "  and  raw  (or  cooked) 
silk  :  but  why  7s.  7^d.  should  be  paid  on  a  hundred- 
weight of  carp — no— I  would  willingly  pay  double  that 
sum  to  "  capture  "  561b.  of  good  carp. 


The  will  of  Peter  J.  Gergen,  who  recently  -died  at 
Milwaukee,  has  just  been  proved.  It  was  couched  in 
original  and  curious  terms.  His  estate,  valued  at 
about  a  thousand  pounds,  is  to  be  shared  between  his 
widow  and  eight  children.  This  is  how  he  has  deter- 
mined the  share  of  each  legatee.  Mary  is  to  receive 
£40  more  than  the  other  children,  Nicholas  £10  less, 
John  £14  less  than  his  brothers  and  sisters,  Anna 
£7  lOs.  less,  Joseph,  Peter,  Gabriel,  and  Frank  receive 
each  an  equal  part,  which  will  be  £40  less  than  that 
of  Mary,  £10  more  than  that  of  Nicholas,  .£14  more 
than  that  of  John,  and  £0  more  than  that  of  Anna. 
Peter,  who  has  no  head  for  arithmetic,  has  been  made 
executor. 


A  COEEESPONDENT  sends  the  following  letter  to  the 
Daily  Mail : — "  Your  bird-loving  readers  will  be  pleased 
to  hear  of  the  very  early  return  of  the  gulls  to  St. 
James's  Park.  'The  immigration  commenced  on 
Saturday,  and  on  Monday  I  counted  no  less  than  250. 
They  are  shy  at  present,  and  keep  to  the  centre  of  the 
lake.  The  first  real  touch  of  winter  will  sharpen  their 
appetites,  and  start  them  screaming  round  the  Sus- 
pension Bridge.  Can  any  of  our  naturalists  explain 
why  only  so  late  as  some  half-dozen  years  since  the 
wily  gull  found  out  there  were  food,  shelter,  and 
welcome  to  be  had  for  the  asking  in  the  heart  of 
London  ?  "  Now  Mr.  Hewlett  has  some  nice  fat  gulls 
in  the  grounds  of  "  Lord  Mayor's  Cottage  "  at  Barton, 
and  I  really  believe  that  they  would  soon  disappear  if 
they  were  not  kindly  treated.  With  regard  to  "  gulls  " 
being  welcome  in  the  heart  of  London  I  am  afraid  I  am 
responsible.  Two  and  sometimes  three  times  a  day 
there  are  crowds  on  Blackfriars  Bridge  "  feeding  the 
birds,"  and  all  my  sandwiches  (which  I  cannot  eati 
are  given  to  the  gulLs. 


"  One  day  last  week,"  writes  H.  C.  W.,  "  I  took  my 
five  year  old  son  for  a  couple  of  hours'  whiting  fishing. 
I  fixed  him  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  boat  to 
myself  and  he  soon  had  three  to  his  credit,  then 
business  fell  slack.  I  was  busy  with  my  rod,  when  a 
touch  on  the  shoulder,  and  a  small  voice  said, '  Dada, 
can  I  come  and  fish  over  there '?  '  '  What  for '.' ' 
'  'Cause  there  ain't  any  more  on  this  side.'  " 

Dbagnet. 
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Pfovineial  flugling  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning, 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Oct.  24  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  the  chief  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  printing  of  the  new 
travelling  cards.  The  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  was  re-elected  president  and  Messrs.  Hold- 
ing, Dance,  and  Eabone  were  elected  vice-presidents. 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Hughes  were  re-elected  trustees, 
and  Mr.  H.  Tullett  treasurer;  Mr.  H.  W. 
Miller  secretary.  Several  matters  of  interest  were 
discussed,  and  a  notice  of  motion  was  given 
in  by  Mr.  T.  Atkins  that  the  Birmingham  Association 
secede  from  the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  This 
will  be  brought  forward  at  the  next  general  meeting 
to  be  held  on  the  second  Thursday  in  December  next. 
Mr.  Atkins  means  business,  as  he  has  informed  me 
that  he  intends  going  round  to  all  the  clubs  in  the 
city  to,  if  possible,  get  their  support.  I  hear  that 
there  are  six  new  clubs  being  formed  in  the  city, 
some  of  which  are  very  close  to  some  of  the  affiliated 
clubs.  They  intend  applying  to  the  association  for 
affiliation,  and  if  they  are  refused'  they  say 
they  intend  approaching  the  different  railway 
companies.  Wednesday,  Nov.  13,  is  the  date  fixed 
upon  for  the  second  concert  in  aid  of  the  Rose  and 
Crown  Silver  Challenge  Cup  Fund.  The  concert  will 
be  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  Snow  Hill.  The  Oldbury 
Piscatorials  held  their  second  annual  dinner  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  at  the  British  Lion,  Talbot- 
street,  Oldbury.  After  the  dinner  the  prizes  won  in 
their  late  contest  were  distributed.  The  affair  was  a 
thorough  success,  and  was  well  attended  by  a  number 
of  influential  gentlemen.  The  clubs  have  got  through 
with  their  bye-contests.  It  it  too  cold  for  anglers 
to  sit  down  for  two  or  three  hours,  so  what  prizes 
they  have  left  on  hand  have  been  put  on  one  side  for 
next  year.  Roach,  dace,  and  bream-fishing  has  been 
very  quiet  on  all  our  waters.  A  good  number  of  our 
members  have  been  out  pike  fishing,  but  no  fish  of  any 
size  have  been  taken.  A  few  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
members  have  had  about  fifty  small  jack  from  the 
canal  at  Upton  Magna.  They  caught  twelve  on 
Oct.  27.  The  canal  at  Brearley  and  Wilmcote  has  been 
fished  with  success.  The  fish  in  the  latter  canal  go 
well  at  the  spoon  bait. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Just  now  anglers  are  having  a  quiet  time  in  the  Fen 
district,  especially  roach  fishermen,  which  particular 
branch  of  sport  has  been  at  a  discount  during  the  past 
fortnight  or  three  weeks.  The  fact  is  the  waters  are 
too  clear  for  successful  operations,  and  until  some  rain 
comes,  and  that  in  sufficient  quantity,  there  will  be 
no  improvement  in  sport  amongst  the  red  fins.  Where 
proper  regard  has  been  paid  to  ground  baiting,  and  by 
the  employment  of  the  very  finest  tackle,  a  few  pass- 
able dishes  of  roach  have  been  accounted  for.  As 
much  as  101b.  and  121b.  per  rod  have  been  secured  on 
the  Bargate  drain,  but  such  captures  are  more  the 
exception  than  the  rule.  Forty-foot  subscribers  have 
also  taken  a  few  nice  fish  from  baited  swims,  but, 
generally  speaking,  sport  in  this  direction  has  been  so 
slow  recently  that  many  anglers  have  di=carded  the 
roach  rod  and  have  turned  their  attention  to  pike 
fishing.  On  most  waters  trolling  has  been  remunera- 
tive. On  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham 
several  brace  have  been  captured,  but  very  few  have 
exceeded  61b.  and  71b.  apiece.  The  big  pike  which 
the  Forty-foot  undoubtedly  contains  have  yet  to  be 
reckoned  with,  although  one  or  two  scaling  up  to  81b. 
have  been  taken  this  week  from  the  Hubbert's  Bridge 
section.  Notwithstanding  that  the  conditions  for 
angling  are  not  quite  so  good  as  they  might  be,  satis- 
factory reports  continue  to  arrive  from  the  Welland. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  most  unpropitious  during 
the  past  week,  consequently  not  many  anglers 
have  cared  to  venture  out ;  and  'those  that  did  only 
met  with  poor  results.  The  Central  Hull  Angling 
Association  fished  their  last  match  of  the  season, 
below  Hempholme  on  the  river  Hull  on  Oct.  27, 
and  only  had  very  poor  sport,  for  out  of  about  forty 
competitors  only  eleven  caught  fish,  the  best  weigh  in 
being  about  2^1b.  A  party  of  Hull  anglers  visited 
the  river  Ludd  last  week,  and  had  good  sport  amongst 
roach,  perch,  and  flounders  ;  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Thoresby  Bridge  some  nice  pika  have  been 
tiken  with  live  bait.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal 
is  now  in  very  nice  trim  for  pike  fishing,  and  during  the 
past  week  or  so  some  good-sized  fish  have  been  met  with 
above  Sod  House  Lock  and  the  Land  of  Nod  district ; 
roach  and  perch  have  also  furnished  a  little  sport 
in  the  Foulness  stretch.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association,  of  Hull,  have  just  held  thf^ir  annual 
meeting  and  elected  their  executive  for  1902. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Angling  appears  to  be  a  more  popular  sport  than 
ever  at  Pendlebury  and  district.  A  new  club  is  heard 
of  at  the  Bridgewater  Arms,  and  they  fished  a  match 
last  Saturday  at  Worsley.  To-day  (Saturday)  another 
new  club  from  the  Albion  Inn  will  fish  a  match  also 
at  Worsley.  Both  these  events  are  rather  unique, 
for  they  start  off  the  two  clubs,  aud  at  the 
same  time  close  their  seasons.  Once  more  there  is 
the  missing  report  in  evidence  from  Widnes  ;  the  result 
of  their  first  championship  competition  would  be 
interesting.  From  Warrington  the  news  is  satisfactory 
but  scarce.  The  association  is  continuing  to  prosper, 
but  all  contests  being  at  an  end  sport  is  confined  to 
individual  efforts.  A  few  decent  fish  have  been  weighed 
in  during  the  past  week,  roach  of  IJlb.  and  18oz.,  dace 
of  lOoz.  and  lOJoz.,  etc.,  amongst  the  number,  which 
includes  a  pike  over  a  yard  long  from  Newbridge. 
At  ilrlam  on  Saturday  last  (Oct.  26)  a  special  prize 
offered  by  Councillor  Parker  was  fished  for  by  the 
Boat  House  Angling  Society.  After  a  keen  contest 
Mr.  E.  Mason  was  awarded  the  prize,  a  double  case  of 
cutlery.  A  social  evening,  of  course,  followed.  The 
Welcomb  Angling  Society,  Hulme,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  new  year,  disposed  of  a  lot  of 
important  business.  The  annual  dinner  was,  as 
usual,  a  big  event,  and  gave  every  satisfaction. 
Members  have  started  weighing  in  specimen  fish ; 
a  roach  of  lOoz.,  from  Poynton,  heads  the  list  so 
far,  but  no  doubt  larger  fish  will  soon  follow. 
Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Bramhall,  reports  good  sport  during  a 
visit  to  Daventry  reservoir,  a  water  renowned  for 
pike,  etc. — one  pike  of  7^lb.,  and  several  from  41b.  to 
5lb.,  on  Oct.  26.  On  Oct.  21,  two  rods  took  thirty-five 
pike.  Our  rivers  appear  to  be  much  improved  by  the 
recent  rains.  The  Lune  and  Wyre  are  decidedly  fish- 
ing better,  several  salmon  have  been  taken,  and  the 
number  of  sea  trout  from  latter  is  decidedly  good  and 
their  condition  excellent. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  members  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society 
are  noted  for  their  eleventh  anniversary  on  Nov.  11. 
This  society  from  its  commencement  has  held  a  fore- 
most place  in  the  angling  world  and  always  set  a  good 
example  to  others.  Further,  they  have  been  the 
pioneers  of  several  forward  movements,  such  as  the 
introduction  of  fresh  fish,  the  king  carp  for  instance, 
into  local  waters,  the  acquisition  of  private  waters,  and 
the  introduction  of  lectures  and  club  championships. 
Last  Saturday,  Oct.,  26,  a  magnificent  lot  of  tench 
arrived  in  this  city  for  a  local  water,  and  were  admit- 
tedly the  finest  fish  of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  the  district 
for  stocking  purposes.  To-day  a  further  consignment 
consisting  of  large  roach  are  advised  to  arrive  for  the 
same  water.  Still  another  lot  of  five  hundred  two- 
year  old  trout  are  bought  and  will  shortly  follow 
the  roach  to  a  new  home.  Our  old  friend  Mr. 
Parslow  has  taken  the  Dog  and  Partridge  Hotel, 
near  Ashbourne.  In  a  letter  to  the  writer,  he  says : 
"  You  must  come  and  see  me,  I  have  good  fishing  of 
various  kinds,  and  will  make  you  comfortable."  A 
Pendleton  angler,  Mr.  Thurston,  reports  three  nice 
pike  from  the  BoUin,  and  this  report  is  supplemented 
by  others  of  a  similar  character.  The  November 
elections  are,  to  a  certain  degree,  keeping  our  local 
rods  quiet,  but,  despite  this  fact,  several  good  pike 
and  a  few  good  catches  of  grayling  have  found 
their  way  to  this  city.  Reports,  as  a  rule,  speak 
of  all  coarse  fish  as  being  in  splendid  condition, 
far  better  than  could  be  expected  after  such  a  back- 
ward season.  Rumour  has  it  that  several  important 
private  meetings  have  been  held  in  Manchester  to  deal 
with  the  misbehaviour  of  certain  local  anglers,  but  the 
air  of  mystery  which  surrounds  these  meetings  is  hard 
to  understand.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society  have 
made  every  arrangement  for  the  enjoyment  of  their 
visitors  next  Monday,  <vhen  they  receive  the  Bridge- 
water  Challenge  Shield  into  their  possession  at  a 
public  ceremony. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Although  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of  rain  at 
intervals,  the  Trent  has  undergone  little  change  ;  in 
fact,  at  the  period  of  writing,  the  water  was  decidedly 
in  favour  of  pike  and  chub  fishing.  Many  pike  have 
been  run  and  landed  since  the  despatch  of  our  last 
report,  perhaps  the  heaviest  fish  having  come  from 
Collingham,  Kelham,  Shelford  and  King's  Mills.  A 
few  have  been  met  with  at  Shardlow  and  also 
in  the  Pride  of  Derby  club's  waters  above  Sawley 
weirs.  On  the  Cavendish  Bridge  section  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society, 
caught,  with  gentles,  upwards  of  501b.  of  roach,  and 
on  the  same  stretch  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  22,  Mr.  P.  W.  K. 
Wallis  excelled  amongst  the  same  species.  Gentles 
are  growing  scarce.  The  cockspur  worm  has  ac- 
counted for  chub,  roach,  and  perch  at  King's  Mills,  and 
it  has  been  used  with  success  amongst  roach  at  Sawley, 
Clifton,  and  Holme  Pierrepont.  Greaves  have  also  ac- 
counted for  chub  at  Clifton— Grove  swims  in  particular. 
Many  trout  and  eels  are  reported  to  have  been  poisoned 
in  the  Greet  (upper  end)  through  a  leakage  of  gas 
matter.    The  case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Trent  Fishery 


Board.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Notts.  County  Council, 
held  at  the  Shire  Hall,  Nottingham,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Knowles,  .I.P.,  proposed  that  Sir  Henry  Mromley, 
Bart.,  and  Messrs.  G.  S.  Folgatnbe,  J.  Xoale,  J.  R. 
Starkey,  and  C.  W.  Wright  should  be  rc-aopointed  con- 
servators upon  the  Fishery  lioard.  Mnj.-Geii.  Warrand 
seconded  the  proposition,  which  win  adopted.  The 
Notts.  Anglers'  Association  contemplate  holding  their 
annual  dinner  on  the  28th  inst.  Members  of  the  City 
Piscatorials  engaged  in  a  pegged-down  competition  at 
Rolleston  on  Thursday,  Oct.  21,  but  ia  consequence  of 
heavy  rain  only  one  fish— a  dace — was  caught. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  municipal  elections  have  kept  many  anglers 
from  visiting  their  favourite  waters,  and  oven  those 
wlio  have  taken  out  their  rods  have  not  done  particu- 
larly well.  The  Trent  has  now  got  into  very  nice 
condition,  and  if  it  is  not  flooded  will  provide  some 
capital  fishing.  On  one  or  two  days  the  water 
has  been  spoiled  by  a  discoloured  inflow  from  the 
Derwent,  but  apart  from  this  some  excellent  sport  hag 
been  obtained.  Roach  have  been  most  prominent  in 
the  baskets,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  included. 
Some  good  dace  and  chub  have  been  landed,  one  of  the 
latter  a  good  specimen  weighing  a  pound.  Torksey, 
Lanehani,  and  Carlton  have  been  the  places  most 
frequented.  On  the  Witham  there  has  been  but  little 
doing,  and  the  Boston  waters  have  not  been  generally 
good.  There  has  been  some  fair  pike  fishing,  and  here 
and  there  decent  catches  of  roach  with  an  occasional 
tench. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

After  the  heavy  rain  and  dense  fo7,s  of  last  week  we 
are  having  some  nice  an  ling  weather,  but  the  rivers 
are  very  low  and  so  full  of  leaves  that  both  fly  and 
bottom  fishing  are  difficult.  In  the  Severn  a  lot  of 
decent  sized  roach  have  been  taken  with  paste 
as  a  bait.  Chub  have  also  been  taken  in  quan- 
tities but  they  have  run  small  in  size ;  a  few  fine 
fish  were  taken  with  blood  and  brains.  The 
Teme  has  yielded  batter  sport.  In  the  middle 
part  of  the  day  a  nice  lot  of  dace  and  grayling 
were  taken  with  the  fly — Willow,  Whirling  Blue, 
Blue  Gnat,  and  Green  Insect  killing  best.  Mr. 
Martin  Perks  had  a  fine  catch  of  fish  with  the 
maggot,  but  neither  dace  nor  grayling  ran  large. 
Mr.  P.  Hughes  caught  a  nice  lot  of  grayling 
with  the  fly  in  private  water.  The  Avon  is  fishing 
badly ;  some  fine  roach  and  perch  have  been 
taken,  but  the  bream  are  quite  off.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  indulged  in  by  many.  In  the  Severn,  with  the 
spinning  tackle,  a  good  few  fish  under  41b.  were 
taken,  and  one  GJlb.  and  another  Sib.  were  taken 
near  Camp  Weir.  Some  better  sized  fish  up  to 
lOJlb.  were  taken  in  the  Avon  at  Fladbuiy,  Wyre, 
Pershore,  and  other  places,  Jilr.  E.  Hill  and  others  of  the 
Worcester  Working  Men's  Club  being  very  successful. 
The  prizes  won  in  the  late  inter-club  contest  in  con- 
nection with  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  As- 
sociation were  distributed  at  a  smoking  concert,  held  at 
the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  High-street,  on  Friday  evening, 
Oct.  25,  Mr.  C.  W.  Palmer,  C.C.,  presiding  over  a  large 
attendance.  In  presenting  the  prizes  he  had  some- 
thing pleasing  to  say  to  each  of  the  winners.  During 
the  evening  some  capital  songs  were  exceedingly  well 
rendered,  Mr.  J.  Smith  presiding  at  the  piano. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  state  of  the  rivers  has  varied  somewhat.  The 
Swale  is  in  capital  condition,  aud  some  very  nice 
panniers  of  grayling  and  other  fish  have  been  taken  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Richmond.  The  Wiske  con- 
tinues low  and  clear.  Bedale  Beck  needs  a  good  wash 
out.  The  heavy  rains  last  week  did  njt  appreciably 
affect  the  Ure,  and  reports  from  Boroughbridge  show 
that  all  kinds  of  angling  have  been  more  or  less  success- 
ful. Grayling  are  in  splendid  condition  and  plentiful. 
Good  chub  have  been  captured  with  paste,  and  pike 
are  fairly  on  the  feed.  Very  little  has  been  done  in 
the  Malton  district  on  the  Derwent.  The  rivers  Rye 
and  Riccall  have  much  improved,  and  so  has  the 
Dove.  Kirby  Moorside  anglers  find  grayling  rise  best 
in  midday,  during  sunshine,  while  bottom  fishers 
prefer  the  two  lowest  beats.  With  frostj'  mornings  and 
bright  middays,  better  sport  with  grayling  on 
the  Wharfe  was  experienced  last  week  end.  Esk 
waters  have  risen  a  little,  but  not  sufficiently  to 
enable  many  fish  to  ascend  the  upper  reaches.  The 
Nidd  has  run  into  better  condition  than  it  has  been 
for  some  months.  Ouse  fishermen's  sport  has  latterly 
been  hindered  by  reason  of  the  river  being  lowered  for 
lock  repairs.  A  sudden  change  this  week  to  north- 
eisierly  winds,  with  gloomy  skies  and  absence  of  the 
midday  sunshine  so  much  appreciated,  cannot  be  said 
to  have  improved  prospects  generally  for  enjoyable 
sport. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  liy  \V.  H  Alleu  and  Co.,  now 
putilished  tiy  Sampson  Low,  JIarston  and  Co..  Limited,  ^>t. 
XJunstan's  House,  i'etter  Lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Offlce. — A  Cataloquk  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Qoverimieat  Publicatioaa  cau  be  had  on 
appUcatloD. 
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SOUTH  DEVON. 

An  Important  and  Unique 

f  rceboia  Resiaential  Sporting  estate. 

Seven  miles  from  Dartmouth,  six  miles  from  Kingsbridge,  tliirty-three  miles  from  Exeter,  and 
tweuty-six  miles  from  Plj-mouth,  embracing  an  area  of  about 

X250  ^OZCES 

in  the  Parish^  of  Stokenham  and  Slapton,  with  Gentleman's  Residence,  Farms,  Lands,  The  Royal 
sands  Hotel,  The  Fisherman's  Arms  Inn,  Houses  and  Cottages  in  the  Village  of  Torcross,  widely 

STOKELEY. 

The  Estate  commands  a  sea  frontage  of  two  miles  to  Start  Bay  and  embraces  the  renowned 

FAMOUS  FOB  ITS  WILDFOWL  SHOOTING  AND  FISHING. 

(With  the  above  is  included  the  Lordship  of  the  MANOR  OF  8T0KENHAM.) 

The  property  will  be  submitted  for  sale  in  one  or  more  Lots  by  Public  Auction  by  Mr.  A. 
BROMLEV  SANDERS,  at  the  New  London  Hotel,  Exeter,  on  THURSDAY,  the  14th  day  of  November 
1901,  at  3.0  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  precisely  (unless  previously  disposed  of  by  private  treaty). 

Plans  and  particulars  may  be  obtained  of  the  Auctioneer,  The  Close,  Exeter,  Messrs.  Eardley, 
Holt,  A-  Hclbert,  28,  Charles  Street,  St.  James'  Square,  London,  S.W.,  or  of  Messrs.  Dymond  & 
Parsons,  21,  Southernhay  'H^est,  Exeter. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  tlie  follcwing  British  and  Foreign  Fish : 
Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows 

Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

LISTS  FBEE  FEOM^ 

THOMAS  FORI>, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFGTS. 

Specialities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Makers  of  SLOE  GIN,  CHERRY  WHISKY,  and  other  Choice  Liqueurs, 

The  Sportsman's  Quality  is  specially  prepared  for  exercise 
ia  the  open  air.      The  Best  Tonic  for  Sportsmen. 


SOLD  BY  WINE  MERCHANTS  AND  HOTEL  KEEPERS. 

THOIMIAS    GRANT   &    SONS,  Distillers,  MAIDSTONE. 

C^OUCHUSE 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUGH. 


Any  Doctor  tvili.  tell  vor.  "there 
is  no  better  Couffh  Medicine.  —One  gives 
relief:  if  you  suffer  from  cough  try  tliem 
but  once;  they  uill  cure,  and  they  irili 
jinl  injure  your  health;  an  increasing 
Bale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain  test  of 
their  value.    Sold  iu  VMd.  tins. 


NEWlSTHAlVi:  HOUSE, 

LOUGHTON,  ESSEX. 
A  SELECT  BOAHDING  AND  DAY  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

Principal         ...         Mrs.  JACKSON 

Preparation  for  all  Exams.  Refined  home  life.  Modern  methods.  Ambidextral 
teaching.  Hygiene  and  postm-e  study.  Large  Gymnasium  fully  equipped.  Beautiful 
grounds  of  seven  acres.  Entire  charge  of  Colonial  Pupils.  Illustrated  Prospectus 
on  application  to  the  Director  of  Studies,  John  Jackson,  F.E.I.S. 


THAMES  AND  TWEED 


By  GEORGE  ROOPER. 


CROWJNT  8vo.,  CLOTH. 


2s.  6d. 


"  This  little  book  is  tlie  most  satisfactory  practical  guide  to  the  art  of  angling  we  have  come 
upon  in  these  modern  times.  .  .  .  We  l  ecommend  all  young  anglers—and  many  old  ones  as  well 
—to  provide  themselves  with  it  before  they  start  on  their  next  fishing  expedition."— /Jm/t/  s  Xevn. 

"  The  best  expedients  to  be  pursued  for  all  fish  in  Thames  and  Tweed,  and  such-lil<e  rivers, 
are  fully  explained.  The  work  is  thoroughly  practical,  and  useful  to  the  adept  as  well  as 
to  the  beginner."— .Boo/«e;;er. 

"Mr.  Rooper  is  a  salmon  fisherman  of  some  experience;  he  has  a  strong  sportsmanlike 
feehng,  and  a  very  pleasant  way  of  rendering  a  sketch  of  salmon-flshing  exploit.?,  or  describing 
a  run  with  a  salmon." — Field. 

"A  sensible  and  useful  little  book.  .  .  .  The  young  angler  may  And  some  useful  hints  in 
this  l)Ook,  and  the  experienced  angler  will  be  reminded  of  delightful  places  he  has  visited  in 
bygone  years." — ALhenceum. 

LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  E.G. 


Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


"A  thoroughly  good  Sporting  Paper."-BRisTOL  Times. 

"LAND  AND  WATER " 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors  and  no 
Wtfn  °L'f?""'f '"'t  1^'%^  in.  making  it  the  best  and  most  iuteresthfg  Paper  on  aU 

Sportmg  and  Country  Topics  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
and  soom-         "  '""^  *°         ^P'"'*'  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  trShoStTn^  Hunjfng! 

^^"^'^  ^^5?  t"  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary,  Land  and  Water 
mv  tes  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  fa  its  com 
prehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for  " 


Abroad,  35/-. 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/- 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE- 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82  PAGES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTXTRE3. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3§d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  ia  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  In  every  Issue, 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Qumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  Is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstall*,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE  "  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


WrOW  READY. 


Sixth  Edition,  revised  to  date, 
crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

HOW  AND 
WHERE  TO  FISH 
IN  IRELAND 

By  HI  REGAN. 

With  Map  ami  nwmermt  Text  lUmtratione. 


In  this  book  ia  given  such  advice  as  may  enable 
visitors  to  Ireland  to  reach  Ashing  quarters  and  kill 
fish  in  a  sporting  way  with  fly,  prawn,  minnow, 
worms,  &c.  In  speaking  of  hotels,  conveyances, 
accommodation,  routes,  and  means  of  getting  per- 
mission to  flsh,  the  author  has  consulted  the  latest 
and  all  available  authorities,  and  can  confidently 
say  that  during  the  few  months  of  my  absence  from 
Ireland  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  these 
matters. 


LOSBON  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAR3T0N  &  COMPANY,  Limited. 


FOURTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  I4XYINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 


LONDON:   SiMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  F,C. 
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ANSWEES  TO  COEEESPONDENTS. 

J.  O. — Really  wo  cannot  answer  your  question. 
Why  not  write  direct  to  the  organiser  ? 


W.  Payne. — The  fish  you  sent  for  inspection  was  a 
roach. 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  cypinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


AMERICAN  STYLE  OP  BAIT-CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  in  the  FisJiing  Gazette 
of  Aug.  17  last,  in  a  note  signed  "  Caster,"  under 
heading  "  American  Bait  Casting,"  asks  if  some 
"  American  reader  will  give  fuller  particulars  of  the 
tackle  used,  especially  of  the  reel." 

In  the  FisJiiiifj  Gazette  of  May  18  there  is  a  request 
addressed  to  j'our  own  "  crack  casting  men  "  for  their 
opinion  of  our  methods,  which  is  evidently  frorq  the 
same  party  but  is  signed  "  Dotterel." 

If  "  Caster  "  is  correct  in  his  "  conclusion  that  such 
methods  are  unknown  in  your  country,"  and  as  no 
other  angler  has  volunteered,  I  will  be  pleased  to  give 
him  and  your  readers  any  or  all  the  information  I 
possess  if  he  will  intimate  what  particulars  about  the 
reel  he  wishes,  or  about  the  rod  and  tackle  that  is  not 
given  in  my  letters  of  May  4  and  July  13  last  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  where  a  cut  of  the  rod  handle  with 
the  reel  on  it  is  shown. 

Before,  however,  writing  any  further  on  the  subject, 
I  think  it  only  fair  that  my  rerfuest  at  end  of  my  letter 
of  May  4,  for  the  record  cast  with  half-ounce  sinker, 
made  over  there  from  the  reel  with  one  hand,  should 
be  answered. — Very  truly  vours,       C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.,"Oct.  12.  ' 

[We  presume  that  at  none  of  our  tournaments  have 
competitors  used  one  hand  only  in  casting — we  never 
heard  of  any.  The  American  style  of  casting  has  been 
illustrated  and  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but  a 
good  many  years  ago.  The  rod,  which  is  very  short, 
is  held  in  the  right  hand,  with  the  reel  on  the  upper 
side ;  the  uhumb,  with  a  thumbstall  on  it,  is  pressed 
against  the  line  on  the  reel,  so  as  to  act  as  a  drag. 
Some  spinners  cast  a  bait  with  one  hand  in  this 
country,  but  we  never  saw  one  do,  so  at  a  competition 
in  distance  casting. — Ed.] 


LOUGH  CORRIB. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  glad  to  find  Mr.  Bickerdyke's 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  that  he  had  excellent 
sport  on  the  lake.  It  has  been  old  and  experienced 
anglers'  opinions  that  in  all  parts  of  the  United  King- 
dom the  late  season  has  been  a  very  bad  one.  As  to 
Lough  Corrib,  the  Oughterard  side  of  the  large  island 
of  Inchnigoill  is  looked  after ;  thus  fair  sport  and,  in 
some  instances,  excellent  catches  have  been  made  of 
large  trout,  etc.  But  I  consider  Mr.  Staubury  and  his 
friend  had  very  poor  sport  indeed.  As  to  English 
anglers  contributing  to  funds  that  have  been  in  the 
past  so  injudiciously  expended,  I  think  they  would  look 
twice  at  their  money  before  making  up  their  minds  to 
part.  I  suggest  that  every  one  fishing  on  Lough 
Corrib  or  its  tributaries  pay  a  licence  of  twenty  shTl- 
lings  for  the  privilege  of  using  a  rod  or  line,  for  the 
taking  of  salmon,  trout,  pike,  and  perch.  I  think  this 
would  be  a  plan  by  which  the  funds  would  be  aug- 
mented. As  regards  the  existing  salmon  licence,  no 
one,  I  believe,  pays  this  before  he  catches  a  salrdon, 
and  I  should  say  very  few  after  that  achievement. 
When  I  paid  the  "  Burly  Scot  "  the  twenty  shillings 
for  a  licence  after  catching  my  first  salmon,  it  was 
worth  paying  the  money  to  see  the  grin  which  spread 
over  ihis  face  as  he  exclaimed,  "  Wish  all  would  pay 
up  who  catch  salmon  in  Corrib."  There  are  two 
personages  who  could  greatly  assist  to  save  the  lake— 
that  is  the  owner  of  the  river  fishery  at  Galway  who 
derives  such  a  splendid  income  from  salmon  and  eels, 
and  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ardilaun,  who  has  beauti- 
fully wooded  islands  all  about  the  part  of  the  lake 
which  the  poachers  infest,  and  these  islands  they  use 
to  hide  and  seek  in.  By-the-bye,  I  understand  there 
are  "  gintlemen  "  who  still  practise  cross-lining— that 
they  are  not  all  "pro.'s." — Yours  truly, 

Castletown  House,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

Lough  Corrib, 
Oct.  22. 


LOUGH  MASK  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Oct.  26  a  letter  appears 
from  Colonel  Allix  in  which  he  mentions  that  he 
"  only  left  Clonbur  a  week  ago,"  and  also  says,  referring 
to  pike,  "  I  myself  was  lucky  enough  to  get  the  biggest 
of  the  season— a  grand  fish  of  341b." 

On  p.  2.30  of  your  issue  for  Oct.  5  a  report  appears 
from  Lough  Mask,  signed  "  J.  A.  J.,"  in  which  it  is 
stated  that  on  Oct.  1  a  pike  of  38Jlb.  was  landed  by 
Mr.  Pat  Connor,  and  "  this  with  the  pike  caught  by 
Colonel  Allix  two  months  ago  in  the  same  water,  36Jlb., 
are  the  two  largest  recorded  for  Mask." 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


In  your  issue  of  Aug.  10,  p.  99,  there  is  a  report 
signed  "J.  A.  J."  stating  that  "One  pike  of  341b.  has 
been  caught  by  Colonel  .411ix."  Unless  there  is  a 
printer's  error  this  pike  has  gained  2Jlb.  in  "  J.  A.  J. 'a  " 
reports  in  a  little  over  two  months.  Thus  we  see  the 
evolution  of  an  Irisli  forty-pounder. — Y'ours  truly. 

Verb.  Sap. 

SOME  FINE  SPECIMENS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  for  the  past  two-and-a-half 
years  a  constant  reader  of  your  excellent  fishing  paper, 
and,  as  I  know  you  take  an  interest  in  large  pike,{should 
you  care  to  come  here  any  day  soon,  I  will  show  you 
a  fish  of  361b.  caught  on  Lough  Belvedere,  co.  West- 
meath,  in  March  last.  He  looks  now  401b.  to  421b., 
but  was  only  the  weight  as  above  when  caught.  He 
is  four  feet  long,  and  a  very  handsome  fish. 

I  will  show  you  a  12^rD.  ferox,  in  x>erfect  condition, 
caught  on  May  10  last  year,  after  twenty-four  minutes' 
hard  play,  on  Lough  Corrib,  and  a  71b.  brown  trout 
and  53-lb.  gillaroo  on  Lough  Mask,  May  and  June  last 
year.    All  were  set  up  by  Williams,  of  Dublin. 

It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that  on  the  night  of 
Sept.  27  last  a  lobster  of  lOJlb.  was  caught  in  a  fish 
trawl  with  two  others  of  smaller  size  by  John  Spitty, 
fisherman,  the  Cottages,  Bradwell-on-Sea,  East  Essex. 
It  was  sold  to  Mr.  C.  Parker,  barge-owner,  Bradwell 
Quay,  and  he  weighed  it.  The  fish  was  full  of  meat, 
in  tip-top  condition.  Had  I  known  of  it  in  time,  I 
should  have  secured  it  as  a  specimen,  as  the  record 
lobster,  if  I  remember  rightly,  caught  in  these  waters 
was  taken  ofi  the  coasts  of  Cornwall  or  Devon  many 
years  ago,  in  a  trawl  net,  by  a  gentlemen  fishing  in 
his  yaclit ;  it  weighed  121b.  The  curious  part  of  John 
Spitty's  lobster  is  that  it  was  caught  in  a  very  unusual 
spot,  and  on  what  the  fishermen  call  "  sandy  soil," 
between  the  Buxey  Beacon  and  some  old  hills  or 
mounds  on  the  bottom,  off  the  Flat  of  the  Main  near 
St.  Peter's  Point.  There  are  no  rocks  for  miles  in 
any  direction,  and  Spitty  had  never  taken  a  lobster 
there  before. — Y'ours  faithfully.  Mallard. 


THE  "ALLCOCK"  MODEL}PERFECT  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  the  letter  from  Benwyan, 
Switzerland,  in  your  last  issue,  and  in  reply  would  say 
that  the  first  Eyed  Perfect  Hooks  were  made  too  short 
in  the  shank.  Since  then,  however,  we  have  made 
them  longer,  the  same  length  as  Pennell's  hooks. 
Any  respectable  tackle  dealer  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
purchasing  these  hooks  from  us  as  we  are  now  stocliing 
them,  and  the  hooks  can  be  had  either  tapered  shanks, 
eyed  shanks,  flatted  shanks  or  notched  shanks,  the 
latter  being  made  specially  bright  for  roach  fishing. — 
Y'ours  truly.  S.  Allcock  &  Co. 


FORMALIN  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE. 
Dear  Sir, — Smelts  being  now  plentiful  I  should 
like  to  preserve  some  in  formalin  to  use  as  a  spinning 
bait  for  jack  later  on.  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  how 
to  do  this,  also  if  the  preservative  is  hurtful  to  the 
hands  ? 

I  salted  some  sprats  last  season,  and  found  them  a 
taking  bait,  but  being  soft  they  required  frequent 
renewing. — Y'ours  truly,  M.  D. 

[The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that  sold  by  the 
Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  London,  E.G. 
This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per  cent,  of 
formic  aldehyde.  For  preserving  baits  one  tablespoon- 
fal  to  a  pint  of  water  may  be  made  up  when  required. 
It  is  well  not  to  let  it  touch  the  hands. — Ed.] 


Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
would  let  nie  know  through  the  Fishing  Gazette  the 
proportion  of  40  per  cent,  solution  of  formalin  for  a 
gallon  of  water  to  preserve  pike  baits  for  a  length  of 
time. — Y'ours  truly,  A.  L.  Smith. 

[See  previous  note. — Ed.) 


CRYSTAL  PALACE  AQUARIUM. 

Dear  Sir, — The  manager  appears  to  have  recently 
taken  some  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  above  men- 
tioned, and  the  tanks  no  longer  present  to  the  public 
the  neglected  appearance  that  has  prevailed  for  the 
last  year  or  so,  and  though  the  stock  of  fish  is  not 
distinguished  by  a  great  variety  of  species,  such  as 
there  are  make  a  good  show  and  should  prove  one  of 
the  attractions  to  visitors  to  the  Crystal  Palace. 

The  very  capable  and  intelligent  foreman,  Mr. 
Barnes,  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to 
fresh- water  fish  life,  and  will  willingly  give  information 
to  all  who  desire.  That  keen  angler  Mr.  S.  B.  Thomas 
has  done  a  great  deal  towards  bringing  about  such  a 
happy  state  of  affairs. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  one  of  the  original  supporters  of 
and  subscribers  to  the  Crystal  Palace  Fish  Culture 
Society,  fomided  some  two  years  since  by  such 
influential  men  as  Messrs.  iMarston,  Allan,  Pattison, 
etc.,  and  appears  so  have  done  a  good  work  by  stocking 
the  tanks  with  such  fish  as  bream,  carp,  gudgeon, 
roach,  and  tench  of  fair  size  suitable  for  an  aquarium  ; 
these  were  all  caught  by  rod  and  line  in  the  Crystal 
Palace  lakes,  and  are  doing  exceedingly  well. 
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The  late  curator  was  very  sanguine  concerning 
stocking  the  aquarium  with  fish  from  outside  sources, 
and  did  indeed  procure  some  pike  and  perch  which, 
possibly  from  being  too  large  or  from  some  cause  or 
other  unexplained,  were  attacked  by  fungus  and  died. 
No  doubt  very  small  pike  and  perch  will  thrive,  and 
steps  are  being  taken  to  procure  some  during  the 
autumn.  Altogether  there  are  fourteen  sorts  of  fish 
which  are  fed  daily  at  4.30  p.m.,  and  take  their  food, 
consisting  of  crushed  meat  and  meal,  with  avidity. 

The  manager  would  greatly  improve  matters  by 
providing  artificial  light  over  the  back  of  the  tanks 
after  dark. — Yours  truly,  Ellivas. 


THE  BRITISH  "  IMPERIAL  TOBACCO 
COMPANY." 
Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  our  letter  of  Oct.  14,  we 
have  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  Organising  Com- 
mittee of  "The  Imperial  Tobacco  Company  (of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland),  Limited,"  has  now  given  full 
consideration  to  the  position  of  our  wholesale  and 
retail  customers.    It  is  felt  that  the  amalgamation  of 
interests  hitherto  in  competition  will  result  in  a  saving 
of  expenses,  and  will  enable  the  Imperial  Tobacco 
Company  to  confer  increased  advantages  on  its  cus- 
tomers.   A  scheme  is  in  preparation  for  giving  them 
a  bonus  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  their  purchases 
from  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company,  and  full  parti- 
culars of  this  will  be  forwarded  to  you  with  the  least 
possible  delay.    As  the  Imperial  Tobacco  Company 
will  take  over  our  respective  businesses  as  from  Nov.  2 
next  provision  will  be  made  for  our  customers  to 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  new  scheme  as  from  the 
same  dav. — Y'ours  truly, 
W.  D.  "&  H.  0.  Wills,  Limited,  ) 
Edwards,  Ringer,  &  Bigg,  Limited.  [Bristol. 
Frakklyn,  Davey,  &  Co.,  ] 
Lambert  &  Butler,  Limited,  1 
Hignett's  Tobacco  Co.,  Limited,  >London. 
Adkin  &  Sons,  J 

John  Player  &  Sons,  Limited,  Nottingham. 

HiGNETT  Brothers  &  Co.,  Limited,) 

W^iLLiAM  Clarke  &  Son,  Limited,  'Liverpool. 

Richmond  Cavendish  Co.,  Limited,) 

Stephen  Mitchell  &  Son,  j 

F.  &  J.  Smith,  >Glasgow. 

D.  &  J.  Macdonald,  ) 
[It  is  delightful  to  find  these  first-rate  British  firms 
combining  to  fight   our  friends  the  all-absorbing 
Americans. — Ed.] 


THAMES  ANGLERS'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 
Dear  Sir, — At  a  committee  meeting  of  the  above 
League,  held  at  the  Blenheim  Arms,  Notting-hill,  on 
Oct.  29,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  programme  concert 
in  the  club-room  of  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society  on 
Monday,  Nov.  25.  The  whole  of  the  proceeds  will  be 
given  to  the  "Andrews'  Defence  Fund."  Further 
details  will  be  given  later  on.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  League  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  at  9  p.m. 
— Y'ours  truly,  Charles  Chaplais. 


THAMES  FISHERY  RIGHTS. 
Dear  Sir, — A  correspondent  last  week,  in  review- 
ing the  Andrews'  case  and  meeting  thereon,  made 
reference  to  a  statement  of  opinion  made  by  me  at 
the  Holborn  meeting.  Permit  me  to  say  that  it  was 
not  a  thoughtless  expression,  though  I  did  not  mean 
to  convey  the  idea  that  anglers  and  the  public 
generally  should  have  the  riglit  to  do  exactly  as  they 
might  please.  The  abrogation  of  riparian  owners' 
rights,  and  the  vesting  of  them  in  a  fisheries  depart- 
ment, seems  to  me  to  be  a  great  advance  upon  our 
present  system,  which  allows  a  river  to  be  either  a 
source  of  income  to  the  landowners  or  (as  in  many 
cases  in  our  locality)  the  depository  of  trade  refuse 
and  filth,  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  sportsman  and 
often  to  the  injury  to  the  health  of  communities.  I 
remarked  that  I  did  not  think  we  were  likely  to  get 
what  I  pointed  at  for  a  long  time  (this  was  not  re- 
ported), but  the  sooner  the  better  is  my  opinion. — 
Yours  faithfully.  J.  R.  Walker. 


LONDON  ANGLERS  AND  THE  THAMES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  on  reflection  your  corre- 
spondents who  talk  of  riparian  owners  giving  per- 
mission to  fish  when  properly  approached  must  see 
that  they  have  failed  to  grasp  the  position.  The 
growth  of  London  has  created  a  necessity  for  outdoor 
recreation  for  her  toiling  millions  in  various  ways ; 
angling  is  one  of  those  ways.  For  many  years  I  (and 
I  only  instance  myself  as  a  type)  fished  Shiplake 
during  the  summer  and  Pangbourne  during  the  winter 
regularly  each  week,  sometimes  two  and  occasionally 
three  days  at  a  time.  I  know  I  suffer  from  a  super- 
abundance of  modesty,  but  surely  the  most  saucy  angler 
would  hardly  face  it  to  write  week  after  week  for  permis- 
sion to  fish  one  piece  of  water,  or  to  ask  right  out  for  a 
season  or  life  ticket.  Then,  as  to  owners  giving  per- 
mission ;  they  would  on  the  Thames  have  to  keep  a 
secretary  to  answer  applications,  and  some  anglers  are 
so  poor  that  even  the  postage  would  be  a  consideration. 
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and  I  suppose  they  would  have  to  pay  that,  or  if  thoy 
had  to  apply  when  reaching  the  fishing  station  look  at 
the  waste  of  time  out  of  a  short  day.  If  riparian 
owners  are  anxious  to  allow  the  public  to  fish,  why 
are  these  claims  arising  '?  Surely  most  of  your  corre- 
spondents must  bo  aware  that  one  owner  bought  a 
meadow  on  the  towing  path  side  on  purpose  to  prevent 
angling. 

A  movement  to  free  the  Thames  by  law  is  sure  to 
follow  attempts  to  close  the  Thames  to  anglers,  and 
speaking  as  a  politician,  although  I  carefully  refrain 
from  introducing  party  politics  into  questions  of  this 
sort,  T  am  sure  that  such  a  movement  would  have  an 
irresistible  force  behind  it  by  men  of  all  parties,  and 
those  who  threw  themselves  athwart  such  a  movement 
Would  incur  a  vast  amount  of  odium.  The  public 
good  is  the  supreme  law,  and  the  Thames  as  a  public 
pleasaunce  for  the  people  has  become  an  absolute 
necessity.— Yours  truly,  A.  J.  Maebiott, 

Chai  rman  \\altonian  Angling  Society. 

THE  PIKE  KOT  THERE. 
DfiAE  Sib, — I  have  always  held  the  opinion  that 
vphere  pike  or:other  fish  inter-breed  for  years  without 
te-stocking  they  either  die  out  or  the  breed  becomes 
smaller. 

A  few  years  since  in  this  district  a  lake  was  emptied 
in  which  it  was  always  supposed  that  there  were  a 
large  quantity  of  big  pike.  Hardly  any  one  had  been 
allowed  to  fish  it,  and  it  had  not  been  emptied  for  over 
twenty  years,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  there  were  only 
about  thirty  pike  taken  out,  the  largest  being  only  six 
pounds  in  weight. 

An  expression  of  opinion  from  yourself  or  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  would  oblige. — Yours  faithfully, 

Nuneaton.  "Aukerside." 

I  It  looks  as  though  the  big  pike,  if  they  were  ever 
there,  had  been  poached.  It  has  often  happened  that 
pike  in  a  small  lake  have  eaten  all  the  other  fish  and 
then  turned  on  their  own  kind  until  only  a  few  hungry 
fish  remain. — Ed.]  ° 


FISH  FULL  OF  SPAWN  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Sib, — The  case  is  in  a  nutshell.  If  "  Ignoramus  " 
is  right,  then  I  must  be  wrong ;  but  apart  from  him 
there  is  the  dace  caught  by  F.  C.  Hudson,  and  the  one 
your  Newark  correspondent  operated  upon  to  reckon 
with.  The  spawn  of  this  dace  on  Oct.  14  weighed 
loz.  9  shots— query,  What  might  it  have  weighed  on 
April  14  next  ?  Carp  have  of  cen  produced  a  roe  that, 
when  extracted  and  weighed  against  the  fish,  out- 
balanced the  latter.  I  do  not  know  what  to  think. 
Your  correspondent  probably  knows  more  about  it 
than  I  do,  and  if,  as  he  says,  he  was  "  surprised  "  the 
spawn  weighed  loz.  9  shots,  I  conclude  that  he  did 
not  even  suspect  its  existence.  Then  the  question  is, 
What  would  a  fish  with  this  amount  of  spawn  on 
Oct.  14  be  likely  to  weigh  at  bursting  point  ?  Goodness 
knows  I  A  dace  at  what  I  call  bursting  point  is  bulgy 
and  cup-like  about  the  vent,  with  the  same  enormously 
distended,  and  looks  like  a  little  barbel. 

Mark  1  "  The  prolificacy  of  the  fish  is  enormous." 
This  looks  well  at  any  rate.  Suggestions  are  no  good  ; 
I  have  tried  them.  I  once  suggested  to  a  remarkable 
and  egotistical  old  eel  catcher  I  know,  who  had  been 
at  the  game  over  forty  years,  that  eels  spawned  like 
other  fish.    It  was  in  the  "parlour"  of  the  White 

Hart,  at  the  village  of  C  .    Result,  I  got  out  of 

that  hostelry  as  quickly  as  possible.  After  forty  years 
of  it  he  knew  next  to  nothing.  "Ignoramus"  says, 
"  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such  spawn  could  be 
retained  until  May  or  June  next."  May  I  ask  why  ? 
Plenty  of  fish— roach,  perch,  barbel,  and  carp— will 
retain  their  spawn  in  some  seasons  eight  weeks  beyond 
the  ordinary  period,  and  if  these  fish  retain  their 
spawn  from  the  time  it  was  formed  until  well -into 
July,  and  even  August,  why  should  not  the  perch, 
roach,  and  dace  that,  as  "Ignoramus"  says,  "could 
fairly  be  described  as  gravid,"  retain  their  spawn  until 
the  following  April  or  May  ?  Oh  dear  no.  Very 
well,  let  us  say  no.  What  happens  ?  These  roach, 
perch,  and  dace,  had  they  not  been  caught  by 
"  Ignoramus,"  must  all  have  spawned  twice  in  one 
season — that  is,  in  about  six  months.  Impossible. 
Very  well.  Then  the  fish  are  left  with  three  alter- 
natives, and  a  doubtful  fourth;  say  three.  One,  to 
shed  their  spawn  later  on  ;  two,  to  die  spawn-bound  ; 
three,  to  retain  it  until  the  following  spring. 
•'  Ignoramus  "  says,  "It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  such 
spawn  could  be  retained."  All  I  can  say  is,  there  are 
a  great  many  anglers  who  do  believe  it,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  remain  one  amongst  the  number  until  I 
have  positive  proof  to  the  contrary.  Lastly,  "  Igno- 
ramus "  says,  "  They  were  full  of  very  fully-ueveloped 
spawn  or  milt."  I  should  like  to  know  for  certain 
how  many  of  them  were  milters.  This  should  not  be 
difficult  to  answer. — Yours  truly,  H.  0.  D. 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — In  one  of  your  recent  jissues  I  notice 
ratljer  a  slur  cast  upon  west  country  trout  which  is 
ill  deserved.     I  do  not  altogether  wonder  that  the 
more  fortunate  anglers  have  a  poor  opinion  of  our 


trout,  for  our  own  local  papers  report  "  a  largo  trout 
of  8oz.,"  as  though  such  a  size  were  very  scarce.  I 
think  the  fact  of  the  matter  is  few  men  fish  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  and  when  they  do  they  make  for  some 
well-known  place,  convenient  to  get  at,  and  probably 
some  stream  where  sport  (?)  is  assured  by  the  large 
number  of  sprats  therein. 

For  my  own  part  I  do  not  approve  of  taking  small 
trout  unless  they  are  required  for  a  meal ;  there  is  cer- 
tainly not  much  sport  in  it,  so  when  I  have  time  I  go 
where  I  know  large  fish  are.  Some  of  your  readers 
will  smile  at  large  trout  in  the  west  of  Cornwall,  but 
there  are  many  here  still  to  be  looked  for. 

Personally,  I  have  not  much  time  for  fishing — that  is 
to  say,  no  time  to  go  off  for  a  few  days,  so  I  content 
myself  within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  of  Redruth.  I 
fish  four  districts,  one  near  home  contains  only  small 
trout ;  here  my  average  for  this  year  was  4'2oz. ;  No.  2 
district  my  average  was  12oz. ;  No,  3  district,  8'2oz. ; 
and  No.  4  district,  9'loz. 

The  above  figures  include  over  a  dozen  trout  from 
16oz.  to  20oz.,  one  of  25oz.,  and  one  of  24oz.,  all  caught 
with  fly. 

I  might  mention  that  all  the  water  fished  is  acces- 
sible to  any  person  asking  permission  in  a  respectful 
manner,  and  does  not  include  ponds  in  gentlemen's 
private  grounds. 

I  have  fished  in  many  parts  of  England  and  Ireland, 
and  consider  this  to  compare  favourably  with  any  I 
have  fished,  and  if  the  Fowey  Fishery  Board  would  do 
a  little  more  to  put  down  poaching  and  protect  the 
streams,  I  think  Cornwall  would  certainly  be  at  least 
a  good  fishing  district.  I  am  told,  though  I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  truth,  that  a  bailiff  has  only  been  seen 
once  in  the  district  for  five  years.  Personally,  I  have 
fished  here  six  years  and  have  never  met  such  a  man, 
so  it  caimot  altogether  be  wondered  at  that  poaching 
is  rampant  and  licences  few. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fly. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  G.  E.  Simms,  in  your  issue  of 
Oct.  12,  makes  certain  disparaging  remarks  about 
west  country  trout,  remarks  which  I  felt  unable  to 
pass,  hence  my  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  19.  I  should  have  thought  my  point 
was  abundantly  clear — that  is,  that  I  did  not  agree 
with  Mr.  Simms  about  the  smallness  of  west  country 
trout,  and  that  he  could  not  very  well  compare  (if  at 
all)  Thames  and  chalk  stream  trout  fishing  with  west 
country  trouting.  He  now  asks  me  to  explain  whether 
I  am  supporting  him,  and  tries  to  be  funny  by  saying 
my  letter  interested  him,  and  he  "  also  played  it  on 
the  piano." 

I  would  remind  Mr.  Simms  that  I  had  no  intention 
of  being  funny,  neither  do  I  see  anything  approaching 
the  ludicrous  in  my  last  letter.  As  for  supporting 
him,  what  does  he  think  I  am  supporting  him  about  ? 
I  am  not  writing  about  the  Irout  in  the  "  Zoo." — 
Yours  faithfully,  Ernest  Webster, 

Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society. 


THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "ZOO." 
Dear  Sib, — A  word  more,  if  you  will  allow  me,  and 
I  have  done. 

When  I  saw  the  trout  they  were  literally  patched 
with  white,  fluffy  matter,  something  like  what  appears 
on  apple  trees  affected  with  American  blight.  This 
was  what  I  (ignorantly,  I  am  told,  but  at  least 
honestly)  supposed  to  be  fungus,  and  the  attendant 
told  me  that  several  others  had  come  to  the  same 
conclusion.  It  appears  that  they  and  I  were  mis- 
taken. It  turns  out  that  they  are  affected  with  lioe 
and  a  form  of  eczema.  In  either  case  they  are,  I 
think,  unworthy  of  being  exhibits  in  a  national 
collection. 

Of  course,  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  anyone  who  has 
taken  twenty  thousand  trout  is  "absolutely  ignorant 
of  any  knowledge  of  trout  except  catching  them."  He 
must  know  something,  for  instance,  of  whether  a 
trout  is  or  is  not  in  condition.  The  trout  at  the 
"  Zoo"  were  not  in  condition  ;  that  is  my  opinion,  to 
be  taken  for  what  it  is  worth.  Those  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  would,  I  am  sure,  weigh  much  better,  length 
for  length, 

No  doubt  the  Zoological  Society  is  quite  competent 
to  manage  its  own  affairs,  and  equally  without  doubt 
it,  on  the  whole,  manages  magnificently,  but  that  does 
not  entitle  it  to  immunity  from  criticism  on  matters 
of  detail.— Yours  truly,  J.  H.  Barton. 


FISHING  AT  TENBY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  some  interest  the 
letters  which  have  lately  appeared  in  the  columns  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  under  the  above  heading. 

I  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  the  following 
authentic  account  of  four  days'  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Jones'  Bay. 

Mr.  William  Howells,  of  Tenby,  caught  with 
hand  lines  from  his  boat  the  Victoria  on  Sept.  24, 
331b.  of  bass ;  25th,  lljlb. ;  26th,  2121b. ;  and  on  the 
27th,  521b.  These  catches  are  by  no  means  uncommon, 
but  they  go  to  show  that  excellent  sport  is  now  to  be 
had  here,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  one  of  your 


unfortunate  correspondents  happened  to  get  less  sport 
than  he  thought  his  skill  and  fishing  abilities  deserved. 

Another  friend  of  mine  quite  close  to  the  shore 
landed  during  the  last  week  fifty  small  codfish  in 
about  two  hours,  besides  plaice  and  dabs.  These  facts 
speak  for  themselves,  and  1  trust  some  of  the  readers 
of  your  valuable  and  most  interesting  paper  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  good  sport  to  be  had  at  Tenby, 
where  winters  are  mild  and  fishing  good. — Yours 
faithfully,  M.  Mathias-Thomas. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  DIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  the  following  experience,  which 
befell  me  the  other  afternoon  whilst  spinning  for 
pollack,  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers.  Amongst 
the  many  sea-birds  enjoying  a  midday  meal  on  the 
small  fry  which  the  tide  was  sweeping  into  the  small 
bight  on  one  point  of  which  I  was  standing  was  a 
diver.  When  I  first  noticed  the  bird  it  may,  possibly, 
have  been  some  forty  yards  distant.  It  gradually 
came  nearer  ;  indeed,  so  near  that  I  could  easily  have 
touched  it  with  the  end  of  my  rod.  I  then  cast  the 
minnow  (a  very  small  spiral).  The  bird  instantly 
dived  ;  I  felt  a  sharp  pluck  ;  struck  ;  and,  much  to  my 
astonishment,  brought  to  the  surface  the  diver.  I 
have  heard  of  waterhens  being  caught  on  a  worm 
whilst  trout  fishing,  but  surely  to  hook  a  bird  with  a 
minnow  under  water  is  rather  stranger. — Yours  truly, 

Evan  Evans. 

[We  have  occasionally  published  accounts  of  anglers 
hooking  birds  which  have  taken  a  spinning-bait  trail- 
ing behind  a  boat.  We  do  not  remember  one  diving 
for  the  bait. — Ed.] 


DRESSING  FOR  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  very  pleased  if  you  could 
oblige  me  by  informing  me  how  to  dress  my  fishing 
lines  in  the  same  manner  that  the  bought  dressed  lines 
are  done. 

If  there  is  a  difficulty  in  making  the  preparation 
can  you  let  me  know  where  it  can  be  purchased  ? — 
Yours  truly,  G.  A. 

[The  following  dressing  for  silk  lines  given  by  the 
late  Major  Traherne  was  first  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  :  "  Mix  equal  parts  of  raw  linseed  oil  and  besc 
copal  varnish,  boiling  until  the  mixture  singes  a  feather 
(this  should  be  done  out  of  doors  owing  to  the  inflam- 
mable nature  of  the  solution)  ;  when  cold  put  the  line 
in  to  soak.  A  week  will  be  enough  for  a  solid-plaited 
line,  but  if  the  line  is  hollow  it  should  remain  in 
mucli  longer.  When  thoroughly  saturated,  a  fine  day 
should  be  taken  advantage  of,  and  the  line  put  out  to 
dry  in  the  open  air,  stretched  at  its  full  length, 
fastened  at  both  ends  to  two  wooden  posts,  all  the 
superfluous  dressing  being  carefully  removed  with  the 
hand  or  a  bit  of  cloth.  It  should  not  remain  out,  in 
the  first  stage  of  drying,  in  the  rain,  as  a  very  few 
drops  will  spoil  it,  and  the  dressing  will  come  off ;  but 
when  the  outer  coating  is  tolerably  dry,  which  will  be 
in  about  a  week  in  warm  weather,  wet  will  not  afiect 
it,  although  it  will  be  advisable  not  to  leave  it  out  in 
the  rain  at  any  time  if  it  can  be  avoided.  In  about  a 
fortnight  the  line  should  be  re-dipped  in  the  solution, 
and  the  operation  of  stretching  the  line  and  removing 
the  superfluous  dressing  repeated.  This  will  be  found 
sufficient,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  allow  it  to  dry. 
A  line  should  not  be  used  for  at  least  six  months  after 
being  dressed,  and  the  best  months  for  dressing  it  are 
June  to  September."  The  late  Major  Traherne,  who 
was  one  of  the  best  salmon  anglers,  points  out  that  by 
using  "  dryers"  in  the  solution  the  line  can  be  dried 
very  quickly,  but  lines  so  treMed  have  the  fatal 
objection  of  "  knuckling  "  every  few  inches — that  is,  the 
dressing  cracks  through,  exposing  the  silk  to  damp, 
looks  very  unsightly,  and  makes  the  line  most  un- 
pleasant to  fish  with,  as  it  hangs  in  the  rings  and  does 
not  cast  evenly. — Ed.] 


AMATEUR  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION  OF 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Kindly  note  that  our  address  has  been 
altered  to  the  National  Buildings,  Pitt-street,  Sydney. 
We  have  just  consummated  a  most  important  move  by 
securing  our  own  club-room,  in  which  we  can  display 
our  museum  and  provide  other  benefits  for  the  use  of 
our  two  hundred  members.  We  have  our  own  billiard 
table,  small  library,  in  which  most  of  your  own  works 
find  an  honoured  place,  and  other  club  accessories. 
When  you  take  that  long  holiday  which  we  saw  you 
had  promised  yourself,  '  and  find  yourself  lost  in 
Sydney's  narrow  streets,  please  do  not  forget  that 
there  will  be  a  hearty  welcome  for  you  in  the  A.  F.  A. 
club-room.  Anglers  from  the  other  home  clubs  may  also 
accept  the  invitation.  We  are  not  so  near  the  harbour 
— our  beautiful,  ahem— that  we  can  ask  you  all  to 
drop  in,  but  we  will  do  our  best  to  shove  you  in  for 
some  tip-top  sport  in  the  land  where  the  blackbreamer 
with  his  hand-line  walketh  untamed. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Charles  Thackeray, 

Joint  Hon.  Sec,  and  Founder 
National  Buildings,  of  the  A.  F.  A. 

121,  Pitt-street,  Sydney. 
{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  * 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 


At  WHAT  Rate  do  Salmon  Travel  up  Rivers 
AND  When  ? 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  although  the  salmon 
passes  so  ir.uch  of  its  life  in  our  rivers  there  are 
many  matters  connected  with  its  life  about  which 
opinions  differ— which  means  that  the  facts  are  not 
established.  Mr.  WOlis  Bund,  who  as  chairman  of 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  for  so  many  years  has 
had  great  experience,  says  that  there  is  no  distinct 
evidence  as  to  the  rate  of  speed  at  which  salmon 
swim,  but  that  he  very  much  doubts  if,  taking 
everything  into  account,  when  actually  travelling 
up-stream  the  fish  goes  more  than  from 

"  Two  TO  THREE  MILES  AN  HOUR." 

Mr.  Willis  Bund  says  :— "  If  so,  and  allowing 
twelve  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four  for  travelling, 
thirty-six  miles  in  the  twenty-four  would  be  the 
outside  rate  of  progress.  A  salmon  would  there- 
fore take,  as  the  Severn  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  miles  long,  at  least  a  week  to  reach  Mont- 
gomeryshire." He  says  :  "  The  rate  above  given 
is  confirmed  by  this  fact— Worcester  is  about 
thirty  miles  above  Gloucester,  Newnham  about 
sixteen  miles  below  Gloucester  ;  the  tide  usually 
compels  the  lower  fishermen  to  leave  off  fishing 
early  on  Satin-day  morning— the  result  would  be 
that  the  fish  in  the  tideway  between  Newnham 
and  Gloucester  would,  if  they  were  moving,  reach 
Worcester  about  Monday  morning.  This  is  what 
usually  happens." 

"  Most  Salmon  travel  Up-stream  at  Night." 
Mr.  Willis  Bund  on  the  question  as  to  the  time 
of  day  when  salmon  run  up-stream  says  : — "  Of 
course  salmon  do  pass  upwards  in  the  day,  but  I 
inclme  to  think  night  is  the  time  at  which  the 
majority  go."  He  instances  as  proof  of  this  that 
when  it  was  proposed  to  prohibit  night-netting  on 
the  middle  water  of  the  Wye  the  lessees  and  owners 
contended  that  such  a  la  -^  would  ruin  their  fisheries 


as  though  all  the  salmon  would  run  through  at 
night." 

Dr.  Francis  Day  curiously  enough  says  very  little 
about  the  rate  at  which  salmon  travel  up-stream, 
contenting  himself  with  a  reference  to  Mr.  Willis 
Bund's  views  and  one  or  two  other  notes. 

Mr.  Geo.  Rooper  says  "A  Mile  an  Hour"  on 
the  average. 
In  his  very  interesting  work,  "Thames  and 
Tweed,"  Mr.  Geo.  Rooper  says  : — "I  shall  surprise 
my  readers  when  I  say  that  the  average  pace  at 
which  the  salmon  travels  on  leaving  the  sea  is  just 
one  mile  an  hour.  I  Iqjjg  ago,  from  observation, 
made  this  calculation,  and  I  lately  had  it  confirmed 
by  a  highly-competent  witness— Mr.  MacDonald 
(then  head-keeper  at  Ellon  Castle),  who  has  spent 
his  life  among  game  and  fish,  is  a  good  naturalist, 
and  a  keen  and  most  accurate  observer.  He  told 
me  that  when  his  father  and  himself  had  a  netting 
on  the  Dee,  seventeen  miles  from  the  sea,  they 
could  calculate  almost  to  a  minute  the  time  it 
would  take  the  fish  to  come  within  the  scope  of 
their  nets.  That  time  was  seventeen  hours  within 
a  few  minutes,  calculated  from  mid-tide,  at  which 
time  the  fish  take  their  departure,  and  their  arrival 
could  be  reckoned  on  with  absolute  certainty. 
First  came  the  white  trout  (sea-trout),  then  the 
grilse  (young  salmon),  and  then  the  salmon,  but 
all  within  a  very  short  time  of  each  other.  This 
was  at  mid- season ;  the  early  fish  might  swim 
somewhat  faster,  the  autumn  fish  somewhat  slower ; 
but  one  mile  an  hour  is  the  average  at  which  the 
fish  swims." 

Major  J.  P.  Traherne  says  "From  a  Quarter 
OF  A  Mile  to  a  Mile." 
That  charming  gentleman  and  great  salmon 
angler,  the  late  Major  John  P.  Traherne,  says  in 
his  "  Habits  of  the  Salmon  "  :— "  I  calculate  that 
early  in  the  spring  the  average  pace  salmon  travel 
up-stream  in  rapid  rivers  is,  at  a  rough  guess,  about 
one-third  of  a  mile  ;  about  one  mile  an  hour  in 
siunmer,  and  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  an  hour 
in  autumn.  In  rivers  containing  no  rapids  and  no 
rough,  broken  waters,  in  other  words  rivers  of  a 
sluggish  nature,  the  rate  of  speed  is  proportionately 
greater;  but  I  think  the  fastest  average  pace 
salmon  travel  in  any  river  is  seldom  or  ever  more 
than  two  miles  an  hour.  The  foregoing  estimate 
is  based  not  only  on  personal  observation,  but  also 
on  information  received  from  anglers  and  others  by 
the  water- side  on  different  rivers  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  I  do  not  think  my  calculations  are 
far  wrong." 

Major  Traherne  fished  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  best 
salmon  rivers  in  the  United  Ivingdom,  and  as  he 
points  out  this  question  as  to  the  rate  at  which 
salmon  travel  up-stream  is  of  great  importance  to 
anglers  and  upper  proprietors  of  salmon  fisheries. 
For  the  weekly  close  time  to  be  of  much  use  its 
duration  ought  to  be  calculated  in  connection  with 
the  rate  fish  travel,  "  so  as  to  give  them  plenty  of 
time  to  pass  the  highest  netting  station  during  the 
weelily  close  time.''' 


I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Willis  Bund  that  to 
attempt  to  calculate  the  rate  at  which  salmon 
travel  up-stream  by  the  sea-lice  on  them  is 
ridiculous,  almost  as  ridiculous  as  to  suppose  that 
because  a  salmon  can  swim  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  a 
minute  for  a  short  distance  therefore  it  travels 
up-stream  at  the  rate  of  sixty  miles  an  hour. 

After  giving  this  evidence  as  regards  the  rate  at 
which  salmon  go  up-stream  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
I  thought  I  would  see  what  our  American  friends 
report  on  the  point. 

Rate  at  which  American  Pacific  Coast  Salmon 
travel  Up-stream. 
After  some  hours'  search  through  American  books 
on  fish  and  fishing,  in  the  1887  Report  of  the 
United  States  Fish  Commission  I  found  just  what 
I  wanted.  Instead  of  ascending  the  great  Pacific 
Coast  rivers  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  miles  an 
hour  in  order  to  get  to  the  spauiiirg  beds  one 
thousand  miles  up-stream  in  time,  as  some  ro- 
mancing travellers  have  asserted,  we  find  that 
first-rate  authority  on  the  salmon  Mr.  Livingstone 
Stone  states  that  in  the  Sacramento  River  the 
rate  is  only  about  two  miles  a  day,  and  in  the 
Columbia  about  three  miles. 

The  Time  of  Day  when  Salmon  Travel. 
Very  few  writers  refer  to  this  point.    Mr.  Willis 
Bund,  as  I  have  already  said,  gives  the  night-time 
as  the  time  when  the  fish  travel  most.   I  remember 


Mr.  P,  D.  Malloch  telling  me  many  years  ago  that 
he  had  watched  the  salmon  running  at  night.  It 
is  never  safe  to  be  dogmatic  on  salmon  questions — 
"  Problems  "  as  Mr.  Willis  Jiund  is  careful  to  call 
them.  For  instance,  Newland,  in  "  The  Erne  and 
its  Uegends,"  says  of  the  Erne  fish  :  "  The  salmon 
never  moves  by  night,  and  the  eel  never  moves  by 
day."  I  have  never  known  a  river  where  eola 
would  never  move  in  the  day  or  salmon  at  night, 
but  as  Newland  says  on  another  page  of  his 
delightful  book,  "  The  Erne,  being  an  Irish  river, 
seems  perversely  to  have  begun  its  life  at  the 
wrong  end,"  so  no  wonder  the  habits  of  its  fish  are 
peculiar. 


I  am  glad  to  see  the  new  edition,  the  seventh,  of 
Mr.  Tisdall's  "  Angler's  Guide  and  Map  of  Fishing 
Streams  in  the  southern  part  of  the  North  Island 
of  New  Zealand."  It  is  published  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Tisdall,  of  1.50,  Lambton  Quay,  Wellington,  N.Z., 
and  will  be  found  most  useful  to  all  who  think  of 
fishing  the  fine  trout  streams  of  the  district.  I  see 
Mr.  Tisdall  has  imported  from  England  expert  rod 
and  fly  makers,  so  that  local  patterns  of  rods  and 
flies  can  now  be  copied  on  the  spot.  His  guide 
and  price  list  are  nicely  illustrated  with  views  of 
river  scenery,  etc. 

An  American  Fish  Culturist  is  appointed  Fish 
Commissioner  for  British  Columbia. 
"  That  efficient  official  and  authority  on  the 
artificial  propagation  of  salmon  and  trout,  John  P, 
Babcock,  who  has  |been  for  eleven  years  the  chief 
deputy  of  the  Californian  Fish  Commission,  recently 
resigned  his  position  to  accept  an  appointment  as 
fish  commissioner  for  British  Columbia.  'Tis  said 
that,  under  the  terms  of  Mr.  Babcock's  contract, 
he  shall  remain  three  years  in  the  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  new  position ;  he  will  inspect 
the  rivers  of  British  Colinnbia  wherein  salmon 
spawn,  will  locate  and  operate  hatcheries  and 
superintend  the  artificialfpropagation  of  salmon  in 
that  portion  of  Canada.  Mr.  Babcock's  practical 
knowledge  of  this  branch  of  fish  culture  will  be 
most  serviceable  to  his  future  employers,  whereas 
the  fish  commissioners  of  California  may  not  find 
readily  anyone  to  succeed  him  who  shall  possess 
his  executive  ability  and  practicability. — Amei-ican 
Field. 


A  Long  Fight  in  Loch  Awe. 
Mr.  E.  R.  Portal  in  the  Field  says:  "An 
experience  which  I  should  think  is  almost  if  not 
quite  unique  befell  Duncan  Campbell,  the  engineer 
of  the  steamer  belonging  to  the  Loch  Awe  Hotel, 
on  Friday  last.  He  had  taken  a  gentleman  and 
gillie  down  the  loch  as  far  as  the  pier  nearest  the 
Awe  river,  and,  having  a  rod,  when  they  had  gone 
lower  fished  off  the  pier.  About  0  p.m.,  on  a 
Black  Doctor,  he  hooked  what  he  saw  at  once  was 
a  very  heavy  fish ;  the  gentleman  and  gillie  soon 
returned,  and  the  former,  not  wishing  to  deprive 
Campbell  of  his  sport,  wired  up  to  the  hotel,  about 
seven  miles  ofi',  for  a  carriage,  as  he  had  to  get 
back  to  dinner.  The  gillie,  Murray,  had  in  the 
meantime  tried  to  gaff  the  fish,  but  the  water  being 
deep  and  the  gaff  short  he  could  not  reach  him. 
When  the  gentleman  left,  Mui-ray  said  he  would 
go  to  the  hotel  and  return  with  a  long  gaff.  The 
fish  had  been  in  view  several  times,  and  was  esti- 
mated to  be  well  over  601b.  Murray  left,  and  did 
not  return.  In  spite  of  all  he  could  do  the  fish  took 
Campbell  to  the  river  and  about  a  mile  and  a-half 
down  it.  Several  times,  the  river  being  very  high, 
he  had  to  wade  up  to  his  waist  round  the  rocks. 
About  nightfall  they  reached  a  big  pool,  and  there 
the  fish  stayed  all  night,  doing  nothing  but  slowly 
swim  round  and  round.  As  day  broke  it  got  rest- 
less, and  began  to  move  off  down  stream  again, 
Campbell  being  powerless  to  prevent  it ;  no  help 
came,  and  at  last,  about  seven  o'clock,  after  a 
fourteen  hom-s'  struggle,  it  got  round  a  rock  and 
broke  his  cast.  If  he  had  only  had  a  man  with  a 
^Ihe  says  he  could  have  landed  it  two  or  three 
times.  I  have  had  the  whole  account  from  him, 
and  wish  I  could  put  it  in  his  words." 

Alligators  Outwitted  by  Dogs. 
According  to  a  French  naturalist,  who  has  just 
returned  from  Madagascar,  the  dogs  of  that  country 
furnish  a  remarkable  proof  of  canine  sagacity. 
"  There  are  many  packs  of  dogs  on  the  island  of 
Madagascar,"  he  says,  "  and  they  all  wander  at 
large  wherever  they  please.  They  have  bitter 
enemies,  however,  in  the  alligators,  for  the  latter 
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do  not  hesitate  to  devom-  any  stragglers  that  they 
can  catch  in  the  marshes  or  streams.  Knowing 
this  the  dogs  have  devised  an  effective  method  of 
avoiding  such  peril.  "Whenever  they  want  to  cross 
a  river  in  which  they  know  alligators  are  lying  in 
wait  for  them  they  gather  close  together  on  the 
bank  and  then  begin  to  bark  as  loud  as  they  can. 
The  alligators,  attracted  by  the  noise,  hasten  from 
all  sides  and  thrusting  their  ugly  jaws  above  the 
water  seem  to  invite  the  dogs  to  come  down  to  be 
eaten.  The  latter,  however,  have  no  intention  of 
terminating  their  existence  in  this  manner.  On 
the  contrary,  as  soon  as  they  are  sure  all  the 
alligators  in  the  river  are  in  front  of  them,  they 
quietly  gallop  down  the  bank  for  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  and  then  swim  across.  The  alligators 
try  hard  to  overtake  them,  but  are  always  too  late." 


Alnwick's  Patriotic  Fund. 
It  is  pleasant  to  hear  that  the  employes  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  have  subscribed  the  hand- 
some sum  of  £100  lOs.  4d.  to  the  Alnwick  Patriotic 
Fund  for  Reservists,  Nearly  £700  has  been  raised 
in  the  town  for  that  jjurpose,  so  Alnwick  has  done 
extremely  well.  I  believe  Messrs.  Hardy's  em- 
ployes were  really  the  originators  of  the  fund  there, 
as  they  had  taken  a  subscription  for  two  weeks 
previous  to  a  public  meeting  being  held. 


Is  A  Fishing  Line  Stronger  when  Wet? 
A  good  deal  depends  upon  the  material  of  which 
the  line  is  made,  and  whether  it  is  waterproofed 
with  some  dressing  or  not.  If  the  water  can  get 
at  the  material  of  the  line  it  certainly  seems  to 
make  it  stronger.  For  instance,  I  wanted  a  per- 
fectly independent  test  of  the  capital  tarpon  and 
sea  fishing  line  supplied  by  Messrs.  Bernard  &  Son 
which  I  noticed  last  week.  It  is  a  fine  Irish  flax 
line,  made  in  three  sizes,  not  waterproofed.  Messrs. 
Geo.  Salter  &  Co.,  makers  of  the  well-known  spring 
balances,  etc.,  kindly  tested  two  lengths  which  I 
sent  them,  dry  and  wet.  It  will  be  seen  that  a 
line  which  broke  at  301b.  dry,  bore  nearly  61b. 
more  when  wet. 

[Copy  of  Letter.] 

Dear  Sib, — Agreeably  with  your  request  of  Oct.  29, 
we  have  tested  the  breaking  strain  of  your  two  fishing 
lines,  with  the  following  results  : — 

when  dry,  the  first  length  of  six  inches  broke  at 
321b.,  and  the  second  at  301b. ;  both  the  lengths 
stretched  half  an  inch. 

When  wet,  the  first  length  broke  at  361b.,  and  the 
second  length  at  35Jlb. ;  these  in  each  case  stretched 
half  an  inch. — Yours  truly,        Geo.  Salter  &  Co. 

The  "  Piccadilly  "  line  is  very  little  stouter  than 
ordinary  post  twine,  and  it  is  extraordinary  that 
it  should  easily  lift  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
hufidredweight. 

I  see  from  the  syllabus  of  the  lectures  and  Social 
evenings  of  the  Trout  Anglers'  Club,  of  Edinburgh, 
that  on  Nov.  29  Dr.  Spence  will  read  a  paper  on — 
well  hesitate  to  name  the  subject,  but  it  is  the  red 
rag  of  angling  polemics — "  Do  salmon  feed  in  fresh 
water?  "  On  Jan.  17  Mr.  Andrew  Smith  lectures 
on  "  Izaak  Walton."  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  is  to  read  a 
paper  on  Feb.  14,  and  on  March  7  Mr.  F.  G.  D. 
Gibson  relates  his  experiences  among  the  bass  of 
Old  Mexico.  Smoking  concerts  will  also  be  given 
during  the  winter  at  the  club  rooms,  1,  Erskine- 
place.  E.  B.  Marston. 


HAPPY    THOUGHTS    OF  AN 
AMATEUK  FLY-DEES  SEE. 


Sept.  10. — Have  now  been  travelling  over  Wurst- 
phalia  since  the  7th  in  search  of  trout  fishing. 
Fiasco  so  far.  Left  Verbotener  Eingang  this 
morning  cn  route  for  Wartesaal.  Happy  thought — 
to  try  river  visible  from  railway.  Later — fishing  by 
Erlaubnitz  easy  to  obtain.  Scenery  picturesque, 
river  clear  and  beautiful,  banks  firm  and  dry,  and 
trout  plentiful  and  good  surface  feeders.  Sedge 
flies  busy  on  banks.  Happy  thought — to  try 
artificial  sedge  on  water.  Catch  and  compare 
natural  with  artificial.  Select  Woodcock  wing  and 
Hare's  Ear  body,  well  mixed  with  orange  seal's  fur 
as  likest  imitation.  Begin  at  three  o'clock. 
Fish  in  hiding  till  four.  Then  eleven  fish  in  less 
than  one  hundred  yards,  all  with  Sedge ;  and  one 
more  on  way  back  with  Coachman  to  wind  up. 
Average  about  ten  ounces.  Catch  several  Mealy 
Sedge  and  Cinnamon  Sedge.    Mem.  to  dress  Silver 


Sedge,  best  imitation  of  Mealy  Sedge,  and  Cinnamon 
Sedge  from  live  fly. 

Sept.  11. — Dress  half  dozen  Sedges,  two  of  them 
Silver  Sedges  and  four  Cinnamon,  thus  : — Wings  : 
Woodcock  (double)  ;  Body:  orange  seal's  fur ;  Bib: 
oval  gold  tinsel ;  Hackle  :  at  shoulder  and  down 
body,  Red  Ginger  Cock  ;  Hook :  No.  8.  Move  higher 
up  Erlaubnitz  to-day ;  get  leave  of  miller ;  bigger 
fish  here  ;  catch  fifteen,  average  about  14oz.,  best 
fish  If  lb. ;  nearly  all  on  Cinnamon  fished  quite 
dry.  Weeded  several  times ;  horrid  slaughter  of 
Sedges ;  see  numerous  Willow  Flies  in  morning, 
Mem,  to  dress  a  few.  » 

Sept.  12. — Dress  Cinnamon  Sedges  as  before,  and 
Willow  Fly  thus  : — Wings:  Hen  blackbird  upper, 
starling  under ;  Hackle  :  Dark  Dun ;  Body  :  water-rat 
fur ;  Hook :  No.  1  or  2.  Try  them ;  catch  three  trout 
in  quick  succession  then ;  by  10.80  no  good  ;  try 
small  Blue  Dun,  no  good  ;  Loch's  Fancy  no  good  ; 
Red  Quill  no  good;  Sedges  no  good  ;  catch  yellow- 
bodied  Sedge  in  water.  Happy  thought — adjourn 
for  IMittagsessen  and  dress  a  few.  Wing  :  Pale 
Woodcock  ;  Body  :  Yellow  seal's  fur ;  Bib  :  Gold 
twist ;  Hackle :  Pale  Ginger  Cock  at  shoulder  and 
another  down  body  ;  Hook  :  No.  8.  In  the  after- 
noon eleven  more  trout,  average  near  |lb.  ;  weather 
turning  chilly,  leave  oft'  early. 

Sept.  18. — Weather  rough,  wet,  and  cold.  Swarms 
of  Little  Pale  Blues  ;  fish  taking  them  freely  ;  will 
look  at  nothing  else.  Try  Quill  Marry  at  in  vain, 
also  Little  iMarryat,  Blue  Dun,  etc.  ;  no  good  ; 
Sedges  no  good  ;  Willow  Flies  no  good  ;  Wickhams 
no  good.  Happy  thought — to  imitate  Little  Pale 
Blue  ;  go  on  and  dress  some  thus  : — Wing  :  Pale 
gull  (double)  ;  Body :  Hare's  poll  dressed  on  prim- 
rose silk,  and  ribbed  closely  with  coarse  primrose 
silk  not  waxed ;  Hackle :  Pale  blue  cockerel ; 
Whisk  :  Optional ;  Hook  :  00.  Do  so  ;  accumulate 
pleasing  variety  of  Sedges  ;  go  out  at  four,  and  pick 
up  three  brace  good  fish. 

Sept.  14. — Willow  Fly  on  strong  ;  try  artificial  ; 
get  two  or  three  trout  at  once  ;  no  good  after  10.30  ; 
Little  Pale  Blue  comes  down  in  droves ;  trovit  mad 
on ;  try  imitations ;  get  fourteen  trout  before  Mittags- 
essen,  best  near  21b. ;  find  they  take  better  to-day 
if  fly  half  srmk.  Happy  thought — to  dress  some 
more  ;  do  so,  also  supply  of  Sedges. 

Sept.  15. — Sunday — oft'  day ;  private  enquiries 
and  watct  the  locals  fish. 

•  Sept.  16. — Up  to  miller's  again  ;  mysteriously 
large  supply  of  Sedges,  seeing  no  dressing  done 
this  morning.  Happy  thought — don't  say  when 
they  were  dressed.  Happier  thought — try  one. 
Result,  seventeen  trout  and  grayling,  average  fib., 
best  fish  about  IJlb.  ;  Little  Pale  Blue  just  blue 
murder  for  the  grayling.  Happy  thought — dress 
some  more. 

Sept.  17. — First  fine  day  since  arrival ;  up  early 
dressing  Little  Pale  Blues ;  out  early ;  fish  or  two 
with  Willow  Fly ;  great  rise  of  Little  Pale  Blues ; 
wind  up-stream,  very  light ;  accurate  fishing  possible ; 
great  sport  till  2.30;  lunch  ;  out  again  at  four  ;  rise 
over — fish  sulky;  fly  like  Soldier  Palmer  in  the 
air.  Happy  thought — to  try  Soldier  Palmer  sunk. 
Begin  to  catch  immediately ;  about  five,  second 
rise  of  Little  Pale  Blue  ;  more  murder.  Result  : 
thu'ty  trout,  average  -Jib.,  best  about  lib.  Goz.  ; 
very  even  lot. 

Sept.  18. — Rough  and  cold  again,  morning  too 
uiiinviting ;  dress  Sedges  till  twelve,  then  up-stream 
to  Eselbriick ;  river  bigger  and  wider  the  higher  up 
one  goes  ;  fish  bigger  too  ;  Sedges  accepted  kindly  ; 
eleven  trout  and  grayling ;  two  best  grayling  21b. 
each,  best  trout  2^1b. ;  average  about  Iflb. 

Sept.  19. — Shift  quarters  five  miles  down  stream  ; 
leave  again  easy ;  blazing  day ;  lib.  fish  first  cast 
with  Willow  Fly;  twenty-five  fish,  nearly  all  on 
Cinnamon  Sedge,  by  lunch-time ;  last  five  picked 
out  of  holes  under  opposite  bank  with  Soldier 
Palmer,  where  heat  has  drawn  all  flies  into  shelter ; 
evening  rise  about  five ;  fish  well  on  again ;  Cinnamon 
Sedge  irresistible;  three  torn  to  pieces.  Mem. 
to  dress  some  more.  Result,  twenty-one  brace, 
average  about  14oz. 

Sept.  20.— Did  so  before  breakfast;  stock  of 
Woodcock  getting  low,  hooks  ditto.  Further  down 
stream  to-day  ;  bigger  water  and  bigger  fish  ;  four 
fish  with  AVillow  Fly  straight  off;  then  two  with 
Sedge  ;  then  eight  in  succession  lost  with  Sedge ; 
then  three  in  succession  taken  on  Little  Pale  Blue, 
and  one  lost ;  then  a  big  grayling  on  same ;  then 
exasperating  series  of  losses  in  weeds,  and  return  to 
Sedges.  Great  sport  to  three  o'clock ;  lunch ; 
evening  rise  at  about  five ;  Sedge  again  great 
medicine.    Open  with  five  fish  in  succession,  all 


rising  in  one  bend,  all  landed ;  mixed  fortune 
follows.  Total,  thirty-one  fish,  average  close  on  a 
pound. 

Sept.  21. — Back  to  friend  the  miller's  again, 
afternoon  only  ;  morning  spent  in  dressing  more 
Sedges  and  Little  Pale  Blues.  Total,  eleven  brace, 
about  14oz.  average. 

Sept.  22. — Sunday  ;  exploration,  and  

Sept.  23. — Same  water  as  Sept.  19  ;  blazing  day  ; 
no  wind,  no  fly;  open  with  J-pounder  first  chuck 
to  Willow  Fly ;  hour  before  1  -get  ai\other.  Cin- 
namon Sedge  to  rescue ;  end  with  ten-and-a-half 
brace  ;  average,  Jib.,  good. 

Sept.  24. — More  Sedges ;  blazing  day  again  ;  same 
water  as  Sept.  18  ;  fish  liere  very  few  and  very  shy  ; 
mostly  grayling  rising  ;  got  two  of  about  21b.  each  ; 
one  trout  about  2ilb.,  Sedge  again.  Total,  thirteen 
fish. 

Sept.  25. — Wind-up — go  home.  Total  for  ten 
days'  fishing  and  three  half-days,  242  fish  ;  average 
number  ten  and  a-halt  brace  a  day  ;  average  weight 
about  ijlb.  Nearly  all  taken  dry  fly,  and  with 
home-made  imitations  of  fly  on  the  water.  Sad  to 
be  packing.  Happy  thought — come  again  another 
year.  Yal  Conson. 


AUTUMN  EOACHING. 


Come,  mellow  auturau,  with  thy  morning  mist. 
Thy  laden  orchards,  and  thine  eve,  sun-kissed ; 
Thy  days  now  shed  a  ruddy  glow  around. 
And  with  a  leafy  carpet  strew  the  ground. 

This  same  leafy  carpet,  however,  could  very  well 
be  dispensed  with  from  an  angler's  point  of  view. 
Who  has  not  experienced  the  nuisance  of  floating 
leaves,  twigs,  and  the  other  flotsam  and  jetsam  of 
the  "  mellow  autumn  "  period  of  the  year?  One 
has  to  be  continually  disentangling  from  one's 
tackle  the  olla-jiodrida  that  comes  drifting  down 
the  stream. 

But  however  annoying  this  may  be,  yet  "  autumn 
with  its  morning  mists  "  is  still  to  the  angler  the 
most  enjoyable  time  of  the  year  ;  then  it  is  that, 
with  all  aquatic  vegetation  rotting  away  the  lordly, 
roach,  now  to  be  found  in  the  deeper  holes  only, 
more  readily  accepts  the  proffered  meal,  whether 
bread-crust  or  g(njles,  wheat  or  paste. 

Autumn  fish,  too,  are  proverbially  game,  fighting 
for  freedom  to  the  last  with  a  vigour  rarely  found 
in  summer.  Yes,  to  "  mellow  autumn  "  the  angler 
must  give  the  palm  if  only  for  the  latter  reason. 

And  if  the  angler  be  a  lover  of  nature,  how  many 
things  there  are  by  the  river  side  to  amuse  and 
instruct,  and  there  are  comparatively  few  of  the 
host  of  Walton's  disciples  that  are  not  admirers  of 
nature,  the  very  nature  of  their  pastime  making 
them  so. 

Sitting  quietly  on  the  bank  many  things  are 
noticed  by  the  angler  that  escape  the  non-observanb 
eye. 

At  one's  feet  almost  a  water-rat  quietly  steals 
out  of  its  hole  ard  sits  peering  up  at  the  intruder 
overhead,  until  at  some  sudden  movement  of  the 
angler  he  will  take  alarm,  and  with  a  flop  dive  into 
the  water,  reappearing  only  a  little  further  off; 
from  out  a  clump  of  rushes  on  the  opposite  bank  a 
moorhen,  uttering  its  peculiar  croak,  ever  and  anon 
swims  into  the  stream,  and  as  quickly  returns  to 
its  shelter  as  it  catches  sight  of  the  figinre  opposite  ; 
in  the  same  clump  of  rushes  a  reed-warbler  gaily 
chirrups  as  it  flies  from  stem  to  stem  ;  a  pair  of 
swans  with  their  progeny,  a  couple  of  cygnets,  in 
their  wake  come  slowly  sailing  down  the  stream ; 
a  kingfisher  flits  past  with  lightning  rapidity,  its 
plumage  shining  like  burnished  metal ;  the  wood- 
pigeon,  in  a  small  plantation  hard  by,  is  heard 
softly  cooing  to  its  mate ;  and  even  a  flock  of  sheep 
in  a  neighbouring  meadow  are  objects  of  interest, 
as  they  slowly  cross  the  somewhat  scanty  herbage, 
their  usual  parasite,  a  flock  of  starlings,  being 
busily  engaged  upon  the  insects  that  infest  their 
woolly  backs.  Then,  again,  the  observant  eye  can- 
not fail  to  notice  the  change  that  has  come  over 
the  foliage — trees  so  lately  resplendent  in  their 
summer  garb  of  deepest  green  now  deeply  tinged 
with  the  ruddy  glow'  of  "  mellow  autumn,"  and 
soon,  very  soon,  every  bough  and  twig  will  stand 
out  conspicuous  in  their  winter  bareness. 

These  are  among  the  many  things  which  arrest 
and  hold  the  angler's  attention  when  sport  is  slow, 
which  is  often  the  case  for  short  periods  duiing  the 
day.  'Tis  at  "  sim-kissed  eve,"  when  the  length- 
ening shadows  begin  to  steal  over  the  water  and 
the  crimson  embers  of  the  setting  sun  flood  the 
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landscape  with  a  glorious  mantle,  that  the  angler 
often  enjoys  the  best  sport  of  the  day,  and,  in  the 
all  too  short  period  before  total  darkness  sets  in, 
raore  than  doubles  his  total  catch  for  the  day. 
Eager  now  is  he  to  take  advantage  of  the  precious 
moments,  knowing  full  well  that  the  largest  fish 
are  often  caught  just  when  day  merges  into  night 
.  and  thin  wreaths  of  mist  gradually  steal  over  land 
and  water,  as  if  to  effectually  shut  out  from  the 
angler's  view  the  scene  he  loves  so  well. 

Waveney. 


THE  ABEEDEENSHIKE  DEE. 


It  is  not  a  difficult  matter  to  foresee  that  by  the 
advent  of  a  new  year  there  will  be  as  great  a 
crush  for  places  as  ever  there  was,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  this  is  the  sixth  season  in  succession — 
and  probably  the  worst  of  the  lot — that  has  been 
prolific  of  disappointments  and  not  fish. 

"Well,"  said  a  sportsman  the  other  day,  who 
has  rented  a  section  on  the  Dee  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  has  been  as  hard  hit  as  anyone,  "  where 
can  I  go  to  be  better  ?  Of  course  I'm  coming 
back.  We  might  have  a  succession  of  favourable 
seasons  now,  and  I  should  then  worry  myself  more 
that  I  was  out  of  it,  if  I  threw  it  up,  than  I  do  now 
at  the  poor  sport  we  have  met  with."  He  has 
retaken  his  section. 

And  this  is  the  common  sentiment  of  those  who 
have  any  experience  of  the  eccentricities  of  our 
valuable  climate,  and  the  uncertainties  of  Salmo 
salar  as  affected  by  it.  Grouse'  moors  may  be 
improved,  pheasantries  may  be  stocked,  coverts 
may  be  preserved,  but  the  hand  of  man  can  do 
little  to  command  a  head  of  salmon  in  the  pools  if 
the  forces  of  nature  be  against  him. 

The  close  season  is  the  time  when  fishery  matters 
can  be  discussed  calmly  and  in  detail,  when 
practical  improvements  can  be  effected,  and  when 
inquiries  can  be  made  as  to  the  character  and 
worth  of  prospective  places.  In  the  rush  and 
hurry  of  the  active  season,  when  the  best  places 
are  taken  up  and  the  agent's  list  exhausted, 
intending  lessees  have  little  to  choose  from  and 
agents  or  others  have  little  to  offer.  In  this  case 
the  early  bird  undoubtedly  has  the  worm,  and 
taking  time  by  the  forelock  is  a  maxim  that  should 
be  ever  present  with  the  lessee  who  is  on  the  look 
out  for  good  spring  quarters. 

Angling  rentals  are  a  source  of  absorbing  interest 
to  anglers.  As  a  rule,  where  there  is  no  change  of 
tenant  there  is  no  change  in  the  rental.  Yet  this 
does  not  always  hold  good.  Sometimes,  when  a 
good  season  is  had,  the  landlord  or  factor  cannot 
resist  the  temj^tation  to  screw  up  the  rent.  This 
is  hard  on  a  good  angler,  as  it  is  usually  the  expert 
fisherman  that  improves  the  character  of  a  fishery. 
The  duffer  seldom  makes  much  of  it,  unless  with 
the  assistance  of  a  good  gillie,  but  the  energetic 
enthusiast,  who  spends  every  moment  of  daj'light 
on  the  river,  studies  the  art  with  every  wile,  and 
succeeds  in  breaking  all  former  records,  makes  the 
fishery  and  gives  it  a  name.  Yet  what  is  his 
reward  ?  Like  the  farmer  who  improves  his  hold- 
ing at  his  own  expense  with  labour  and  manure, 
etc.,  and  turns  a  barren  wilderness  into  a  smUing 
plain,  and  finds  at  the  end  of  his  lease  that  his 
reward  for  his  pains  is  that  his  rent  is  to  be  doubled, 
so  the  expert  angler  often  finds  that  for  his 
success  at  the  end  of  his  two,  three,  or  five  years' 
lease  his  rental  also  is  to  be  raised.  It  is  galling 
in  the  extreme,  but  it  often  occurs,  and  there  is 
little  or  no  remedy  for  it.  It  is  a  case  of  pay  or 
lose  the  fishing.* 

For  the  past  three  years  a  very  unimportant 
section  of  the  Dee  in  the  middle  reaches  has  been 
let  for  the  annual  payment  of  £S0  a  month.  It 
was  unimportant  before  being  taken  by  the  late 
lessee.  However,  he  has  year  after  year  broken  all 
former  records,  breaking  the  ice  to  get  at  the  fish 
and  running  up  the  score  spring  after  spring  till 
last  spring  he  had  the  leading  score  on  the  Dee. 
His  lease  was  up,  but  when  he  wanted  to  retake  it 
he  was  quietly  informed  that  his  ■  future  rental 
would  be  £60 — an  advance  of  a  hundred  per  cent, 
and  as  a  reward  for  his  own  expert  labours.  He  is 
a  man  of  spirit,  and  immediately  chucked  it  up. 
Of  course  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  letting  the 
fishing  for  a  time,  as  they  have  Captain  A.'s  records 

*  It  wdiikl  uften  be  pnss'ible,  when  taking  a  fisliing  for  a 
number  of  years,  to  stipulate  for  conditions  in  case  of  renewal, 
such  as  that  the  rent  shonld  not  be  increased  beyond  a  certain 
amount. — ED. 


to  show.  But  it  is  hard  upon  the  Captain,  and  it 
will  be  harder  still  upon  the  new  lessee,  who  knows 
nothing  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  fishery  nor  by 
what  labour  these  records  were  made.  So  alive  to 
this  kind  of  game  arc  factors  and  proprietors,  that 
when  they  have  a  number  of  clients  for  any  reach 
that  may  be  at  their  disposal  they  usually  favour 
the  best  fisherman,  preferring  one  who  will  give 
their  water  a  name  or  maintain  its  name  to  anotlier 
whose  abilities  may  be  doubtful.  This  has  long 
been  the  practice  in  the  letting  of  shootings  where 
there  was  plenty  of  room  for  good  shooting,  and  it 
is  now  becoming  very  common  in  the  letting  of 
salmon  waters. 

Salmon  rentals  are  regulated  chiefly  by  com- 
mercial rules.  It  is  a  matter  of  supply  and  demand, 
but,  unless  in  exceptional  cases,  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  general  advance  in  rentals  for  the  coming 
year,  while  on  the  other  hand  it  is  not  likely  that 
there  will  be  any  perceptible  drop.  All  the  angling 
waters  worth  letting  were  fully  let  last  spring,  an<l 
could  have  been  let  twice  over  during  the  past 
autumn,  and  as  long  as  that  is  the  case  no  abate- 
ment need  be  looked  for.  The  close  season  is  just 
the  time  for  effecting  improvements.  It  is  not  a 
wise  thing  to  interfere  much  with  the  bed  of  the 
river,  but  there  are  improvements  that  can  be 
effected  on  the  banks.  With  the  enhanced  rentals 
that  are  now  obtained,  proprietors  are  more  willing 
to  effect  improvements  than  formerly.  The  walk 
along  the  river  side  from  pool  to  pool  needs  repair- 
ing badly.  It  is  full  of  pitfalls — rat  and  rabbit 
holes,  and  holes  made  by  successive  floods.  These 
should  be  now  attended  to.  The  character  of  a 
fishery  depends  as  much  on  the  comfort  of  the 
angler  as  on  anything  else,  bar  the  head  of  fish  got. 
Trees  have  to  be  lopped  or  cleared  out  of  the  way, 
and  there  are  few  river  banks  where  there  is  not  an 
overgrowth  of  whin  and  broom,  "  bush  and  brake," 
to  be  cleared  of  during  the  winter  close  time. 
Fishing  huts  are  now  the  order  of  the  day,  and 
where  a  good  wind  and  watertight  "  hut "  is  not 
provided  to  give  shelter  from  the  winter's  blast, 
and  to  eat  a  hot  luncheon  in,  the  fishery  is  not  now 
"  up-to-date."  G.  M. 


SPINNING  FOE  TEOUT  AND  PIKE 
WITH  THE  NATUEAL  MINNOW 
AND  GUDGEON.* 
By  the  late  W.  J.  Bullock. 

(Contimted  from  page  296.) 

Having  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  given 
directions  for  baiting  the  large  hook,  the  sine  qua 
non  to  ever  be  a  successful  troller,  I  may  state 
that  there  are  several  other  plans  in  use — one  with 
a  wire  pin  and  two  shoulders  similar  to  those  that 
cause  the  artificials  to  spin.  This  pin  and  catch 
to  hold  the  minnows  on  are  passed  right  through 
the  minnow,  but  the  spin  is  not  nearly  so  natural 
as  that  from  the  slightly  curved  tail  on  the  big 
hook,  and  is  not  to  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
season  as  the  big  hook,  lead  cap,  etc.  The  other 
plan  is  to  use  a  lip  hook,  in  addition  to  the  usual 
triangles.  This  one  causes  the  minnow  really  to 
wobble,  or  turn,  from  the  shoulder  or  bend  near 
the  centre,  and  does  not  sink  deep  enough.  It 
could,  only  be  effective  either  in  stained  water  or 
where  trout  feed  voraciously.  Your  correspondent, 
"A.  R.  I.  E.  L.,"  has  kindly  forwarded  me  one  of 
his  traces,  which  has  the  great  advantage  of  being 
easily  put  on.  It  consists  of  two  triangles,  tied 
closely  together,  with  a  third  attached  separately. 
A  lead,  with  a  hole  through  the  top,  of  about  an 
inch  long  is  passed  into  the  minnow's  mouth.  The 
gut  is  then  passed  through  the  hole  and  fastened 
to  the  swivel,  and  the  hooks  are  fastened  into  the 
minnow,  one  below  the  lower  fin  in  the  same  fashion 
as  the  lip-hook  plan,  but  the  lead  keeps  the  bait 
straight  instead  and  sinks  it  properly.  Next  to  my 
own  this  is  far  the  best  I  have  .seen,  being  a  nice 
weight  to  pitch  and  turns  and  spins  fairly  well,  but 
not  so  quickly  and  crisply  as  the  big  hook.  The 
trace  is  a  splendid  one,  and  the  two  swivels '  and 
gut  exactly  the  right  size.  Mine  will  spin  far  better, 
and  the  drags  lying  loosely  by  the  minnow's  side 
would  be  much  more  effective,  in  addition  to  the 
big  hook,  which  catches  one-half  my  fish  when 
they  run  kindly.    I  can  recommend  this  as  being 

*  The  nunil)er.s  of  the  Fis'dng  Ca:ette  of  1S79  ha^'e  long  been 
out  of  print.  I  have  often  been  asked  to  reprint  Mr.  Bullock's 
articles.  He  was  the  most  successful  spinner  for  trout  I  ever 
knew.— R.  B.  Makston. 


very  neat  and  good.  No  one  who  once  masters  the 
plan  I  described  last  week  will  ever  try  another  or 
any  of  the  numerous  artificial  imitations.  Next  in 
importance  to  making  your  bait  spin  well  is  the 
skill  in  pitching  and  drawing  the  minnow  at  the 
proper  speed,  and  this  forms  the  second  head. 
Every  angler  for  trout  knows  too  well  the  sorts  of 
places  the  big  fish  on  all  streams  invariably  seek 
for  their  feeding  places.  No  sooner  than  you  kill 
the  master  trout  in  certain  sly  curls  than  in  a  few 
days  another,  generally  not  so  big,  takes  possession 
of  this  same  spot.  I  never  knew  so  few  fish  feeding 
on  the  streams  and  open  places  as  this  year,  and 
never  also  saw  so  few  minnows  in  the  rivers.  The 
only  explanation  is  that  there  have  been  no  really 
hot  days  to  drive  the  trout  and  minnows  on  the 
streams  and  shallows  out  of  the  deep  holes,  and 
during  about  ten  weeks'  fishing  I  never  saw  but 
one  trout  on  a  shallov.-  after  minnows.  Formerly 
you  could  after  a  hot  day  stand  on  the  Eardisland 
Bridge  and  see  six  or  eight  big  trout  stealing  out 
into  the  shallows,  lying  for  a  time  as  still  as  a  cat 
watching  a  mouse  until  the  shoal  of  minnows  sur- 
round him,  one  of  them  makes  his  dash  and  the 
pinks  fly  out  of  the  water  in  all  directions,  and  even 
out  on  the  dry  ground.  He  then  steals  oil  into 
deeper  water,  soon,  however,  to  return  for  another 
dash.  When  fish  are  really  well  on  their  feed — 
such  as  when  you  kill  trout  with  minnows  in  their 
mouths — pitching  the  bait  is  not  so  important ;  but 
big  trout  always  pick  a  curl,  or  the  head  of  some 
old  tree  in  the  water,  or  near  to  some  shady  place, 
or  by  the  side  of  sticks  that  cause  a  break  in  the 
water,  under  bushes,  etc.,  and  it  was  in  such  places 
as  these  that  I  killed  at  least  four-fifths  of  my  trout 
this  season.  Therefore,  to  be  able  to  put  your  bait 
into  such  places  and  also  into  the  water  without 
the  least  flop,  but  with  a  gentle  gliding,  so  that  the 
fish  shall  not  be  frightened  off  their  feed,  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Your  rod  being  about  sixteen 
feet  long  the  line  should  always  be  at  least  two  feet 
or  three  feet  shorter,  so  that  j'ou  can  get  a  proper 
underhanded  swing  and  balance  of  the  line,  and  as 
the  bait  touches  the  water  give  it  a  slight  drop 
with  the  wrists,  and  this  lets  it  into  the  water 
without  the  least  distmbance. 

It  is  well  also  before  dropping  it  into  a  curl  to 
take  a  feeler  as  to  the  exact  distance  before  the 
final  pitch.  Having  deposited  it  into  the  curl  or 
under  the  bushes,  don't  draw  it  away  too  quickly 
but  give  it  about  two  seconds'  rest,  during  which 
time  drop  the  point  of  the  rod  to  within  a  foot  or 
two  of  the  water,  and  draw  it  downhill  or  across  or 
up  stream  according  to  the  circumstances  at  the 
rate  of  about  two  yards  per  second  when  down  or 
across,  but  much  more  slowly  against  a  strong 
stream.  Invariably  draw  down  when  it  is  possible, 
putting  the  bait  well  above  the  trout's  lair  and 
drawing  it  past  him.  I  only  discovered  this  season 
that  some  trout  will  not  run  in  certain  places  when 
spinning  downhill,  and  having  fished  some  runs  that 
way  for  at  least  twenty  times  without  a  fish,  feeling 
certain  a  trout  must  feed  there,  I  tried  drawing  up, 
when  bang  he  came.  I  had  eight  or  ten  instances 
of  this  the  last  three  months.  Once  you  start 
drawing  never  stop  if  you  see  a  fish  following,  and 
do  not  diminish  or  increase  j-our  speed  which  at 
first  you  are  sure  to  do.  When  a  fish  is  hooked  no 
striking  is  requked,  the  action  of  drawing  being 
sufficient,  and  if  your  wrists  are  both  free  you  will 
know  how  to  kill  him.  When  a  fish  is  hooked  in 
drawing  against  a  strong  stream  hold  him  as  firm 
as  a  rock,  but  if  he  takes  a  plunge  or  two  out  of  the 
water  as  they  often  do  you  must  drop  the  wrist  as 
he  comes  back.  I  once  hooked  a  31b.  trout  in  a 
strong  stream,  and  had  I  not  jumped  in  and  crossed 
I  could  never  have  killed  him,  and  he  jumped  thrice 
at  least  two  feet  into  the  air.  If  you  run  and  miss 
a  fish  keep  on  drawing  the  same  pace  exactlj-,  for 
frequently  he  will  make  a  second  and  third  attempt 
sooner  than  miss  such  a  bo7i  bouche  as  a  good 
spinning  minnow.  My  rod  being  an  old  salmon 
rod  I  pitch  with  both  hands,  but  it  is  easier  to  fish 
with  one  when  your  rod  is  light  enough,  and  a 
scientific  minnow  fisher  ought  to  drop  his  minnow 
at  least  ten  yards  distant  into  a  wash-hand  basin 
brimful  without  spilling  any  water  four  times  out 
of  six  thi-ows.  But  no  one  can  do  this  without  the 
action  proceeding  solely  from  the  wrists.  You  must 
not  throw  your  minnow  over  hand  as  that  breaks 
the  Uphold  and  spoUs  the  spinning.  In  all  kinds 
of  fishing  I  know  of  nothing  of  more  general  import- 
ance than  this  wrist  action.  To  the  violinist,  the 
pianist,  the  fly  fisher,  the  troller,  the  rider,  driver, 
and  scores  of  other  arts,  the  cricketer  for  the  cutj 
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the  billiard  player  for  the  screw,  superlative  skill 
in  each  can  never  be  accomplished  without  it. 
Take  anything  in  the  hand  first,  try  the  action  from 
the  shoulder  or  the  elbows,  then  try  the  splendid 
mechanical  and  nervous  arrangements  of  the  wrist 
and  notice  the  wonderful  distinction.  Those  who 
ride  or  drive  with  a  stiff  arm,  or  from  the  elbow  or 
shoulders,  cause  more  broken  knees  and  spills  on  the 
road  and  in  the  hunting  field  than  anything  else. 
And  why '?  Because  the  nerve  communication 
between  the  wrists  and  brain  is  so  instantaneous 
that  a  stumbling  horse  is  saved  ere  he  has  gone 
quite  down.  It  is  precisely  the  same  with  fishing. 
When  these  delicate  organs  are  properly  developed 
the  least  touch  at  the  By  or  minnow,  etc.,  is  by  a 
marvellous  nervous  telegi-aphy  known  at  once  to 
the  brain.  It  is  so  true  an  index  that  an  experienced 
angler  can  tell  by  this  sensation  alone  when  a  fish 
is  well  hooked  or  only  slightly,  and  therefore  plays 
him  accordingly.  I  hooked  a  lilb.  trout,  and  knew 
by  instinct  it  was  a  case  of  the  greatest  care  or 
"  touch  and  go  only,"  so  I  played  him  downhill  for 
thirty  yards  solely  from  the  wrists  to  get  him  to 
some  gi-avel.  Drawing  his  head  just  ashore,  and 
getting  at  the  same  time  within  reach  of  him,  he 
lay  for  a  moment  still,  and  was  handled  and  grassed. 
I  foimd  he  had  only  one  hook  just  skin  deep  in  his 
lower  jaw.  How  I  killed  such  a  fine  fish  so  deli- 
cately hooked  was  to  me  one  of  very  many  angling 
surprises,  and  I  at  once  designated  him  an  arrant 
coward  for  not  breaking  his  hold.  On  examination, 
however,  he  was  splendidly  fed,  rather  dai-k  and 
copper  coloured.  So  struck  was  I  with  thus  killing 
this  champion  that  in  ten  minutes  I  again  opened 
my  basket  and  took  another  look  at  him,  when  his 
colour  had  changed  to  a  bright  gold  and  yellow. 
His  home  was  close  under  an  old  tree  and  in  a  dark, 
shady,  deep  curl,  which  I  had  fished  a  score  of  times 
before  without  a  run,  but  on  this  occasion  I  got  a 
foot  further  into  his  home  and  without  a  break  in 
the  water ;  so  his  death  was  owing  solely  to 
skill  in  pitching,  and  I  had  on  an  extraordinary 
spinning  minnow,  then  on  purposely  prepared  for 
another  champion  just  below  that  I  had  hooked 
several  times  before  without  success.  He  came 
aga,in,  but  remembered  I  had  been  his  dentist  with 
a  similar  bait  on  three  previous  occasions.  He  is 
still  under  the  bushes  and  no  fly  can  ever  reach 
him,  and  none  but  a  good  angler  can  get  a  minnow 
near  him.  After  you  have  drawn  one  way  to  your 
limit  it  is  a  good  plan  to  reverse  and  draw  the  other 
before  taking  it  out  of  the  water.  Also  when 
removing  the  minnow  for  a  fresh  pitch  take  it  out 
from  the  wrist  action  only,  as  often  a  trout  will 
take  your  bait  just  as  it  stops  and  you  won't  feel 
him,  but  if  your  action  comes  from  elbow  or 
shoulder  or  a  stiff  arm  you  are  cerf  ain  to  pull  it 
out  of  his  mouth  and  break  the  hold,  but  the 
exquisite  and  delicate  action  from  the  wrists  at 
once  informs  the  brain,  and  you  instinctively  drop 
your  rod  to  begin  playing  your  victim.  Great  care, 
of  com-se,  must  be  exercised  when  pitching  or 
drawing  not  to  double  your  minnow  up  or  break 
the  lip,  or  cause  any  other  derangement  to  spoil 
the  proper  spin.  Very  often  you  will  find  little 
curls  and  quiet  nooks  surrounded  by  bushes  where 
it  is  impossible  to  draw  at  all.  This  season  I  killed 
over  a  dozen  of  the  largest  fish  by  shortening  the 
Ime  to  two  yards  or  less  and  dropping  the  bait  in 
such  spots ;  sink  it  about  half  a  yard,  and  then 
play  at  sink  and  draw  like  fishing  with  grasshopper. 
Your  minnow  will  spin  as  you  draw  it  upwards  each 
time,  and  after  a  few  repetitions  Master  Trout  will 
make  his  dash,  and  when  he  does  he  doesn't  often 
miss.  _  I  have  fomid  this  play  effective  too  with  the 
artificial  bait.  To  thoroughly  master  this  pitching 
and  drawing  remember  it  can  never  be  done  without 
using  your  wrists  just  as  freely  as  Paganini,  the 
famous  violinist,  and  Sivori  did  in  bowing  with  the 
right  and  manipulating  the  finger-board  with  the 
left,  or  as  delicately  as  Wm.  Cooke  and  J.  Eoberts, 
the  champion  cueists,  do  whenmaking  a  five  hundred 
break,  or  W.  G.  Grace  when  he  is  running  up  a 
century  at  cricket  by  his  si^lendid  cuts.  The  super- 
lative degrees  of  merit  of  these  great  artists  in  these 
various  lines  could  never  have  been  accomplished 
without  a  superlative  degree  of  cultivation  and 
traming  in  the  use  of  the  splendid  nervous  action 
proceedmg  only  from  the  wrists.  In  reply  to 
one  of  your  kind  correspondents  of  this  week, 
"  A.  R.  I.  E.  L.,"  who  I  am  glad  to  see  appreciated 
my  first  article,  I  may  state  that  I  never  saw  or 
killed  a  grayling  with  the  minnow,  and  our  dear 
old  friend  "  Izaak  "  was  decidely  in  error  when  he 
said  grajhng  fed  on  minnows.    Jf  ever  one  was 


caught  it  would  be  by  pure  accident,  as  minnows 
never  fear  grayling.  I  have  trolled  many  trout 
streams  full  of  grayling  for  twenty  years,  and  never 
saw  one  even  look  at  a  minnow.  Chub  and  perch 
take  it,  though  I  never  killed  but  two  perch  in  the 
Arrow  ;  but  there  are  very  few  perch  and  no  chub 
there.  In  a  previous  article  I  also  said  I  believed 
that  not  one  in  a  hundred  anglers  was  a  scientific 
minnow  fisher,  so  that  I  agree  with  him  that  fly 
fishing  compared  to  trolling  is,  as  regards  real  skill, 
mere  child's  play,  and  this  is  the  main  reason  why 
there  is  often  such  an  outcry  against  it.  Like 
"  Creel "  I  began  fishing  in  my  infancy,  and  had 
some  half-dozen  narrow  escapes  from  being  myself 
a  bait  for  the  fish.  When  about  three  years  old  I 
walked  up  to  my  middle  (fancy  the  depth)  into  tlie 
water,  bringing  out  a  stick  with  the  ejaculation  of 
"  A  fitch,  a  fitch,  mamma,"  but  I  had  no  idea  then 
that  my  "  fitch  "  would  bite  so.  It  did  though,  and 
I  felt  a  very  different  piece  of  humanity  about  three 
years  later  when  I  landed  a  4oz.  grayling,  the  first 
of  some  thousands  of  the  finny  tribe  that  have  since 
had  to  succiuub.  The  old  proverb,  "  Youth  is  the 
time  for  learning,"  is  equally  applicable  to  field 
sports  as  bookwork.  Boys  always  have  supple 
joints  and  loose  wrists,  hence  their  great  aptitude 
and  skill  in  acquiring  all  sports.  Put  a  boy  of 
twelve  years  to  hold  his  rod  properly,  and  give  him 
the  right  action  from  his  wi-ists,  and  he  will  throw 
the  fly  better  in  one  week  than  an  adult  will  in  a 
season.  I  was  much  amused  last  Friday  when  I 
called  on  your  respected  Liverpool  agent  for  the 
Fisliing  Gazette  at  his  splendidly  stocked  fishing- 
tackle  depot  in  Basnet-street.  I  wanted  some  lead 
caps.  Mr.  AVhitty  found  three — "  some  very  old 
stock,  been  there  for  twenty-five  years,  never  used 
now,  so  old-fashioned,"  "  gone  qiiiteout."  As  your 
Gazette,  then  on  his  counter,  had  my  first  article 
stating  that  the  lead  cap  system  was  far  and  away 
the  best  of  all  others,  this  was  rather  rough  on 
W.  J.  B.  It  shows,  however,  what  a  tyrant  fashion 
can  be  even  in  piscatorial  affairs. 

(To  he  ccmtinued.) 


A  DAY'S  SPOET  ON  THE  EIVEE 
DAETION.* 

(Continued  from  page  297.) 

I  NOW  began  to  feel  quite  satisfied  with  the  day's 
work.  I  had  thirteen  salmon  and  four  grilse,  but 
as  I  had  made  preparations  for  sj^ending  the  night, 
and  it  was  now  only  two  o'clock,  I  must  continue 
fishing.  So  up  the  river  I  went,  fishing  pool  after 
pool  where  I  had  never  before  missed  fish,  but  now 
without  seeing  one,  until  at  a  small  shallow  pool 
(that  could  scarcely  be  called  a  pool  if  the  river  had 
not  been  high,  and  which  I  only  tried  as  it  is  the 
highest  up  the  river  and  within  half  a  mile  of  Loch 
Dartion,  from  which  the  river  flows)  I  gave  a  cast 
en  passant,  expecting  to  have  my  fly  gobbled  up  by 
a  large  river  trout.  Instead  of  that,  however,  it 
was  at  once  seized  by  a  grilse  that  flew  about  the 
pool,  jerking,  springing,  and  twisting  as  grilse  only 
can  do,  until  he  got  my  line  jammed  and  departed 
with  my  fly.  I  put  another  on,  and  immediately 
hooked  another  grilse  which  I  killed,  then  another 
which  I  lost  (taking  my  fly  along  with  him).  In 
that  insignificant  pool  I  hooked  seven  fish,  only 
killing  two,  all  the  others,  except  one,  carrying 
away  a  good  fly  of  more  value  than  the  fish.  I 
lost  more  flies  then  in  that  pool  than  in  the  whole 
river  besides  in  that  season.  I  never  can  under- 
stand how  it  happened.  I  suspect  there  must  have 
been  a  tree  root  at  the  bottom. 

The  river  was  altogether  in  an  odd  state  that 
day  ;  the  fish  were  all  collected  in  the  highest  and 
lowest  pools. 

The  events  of  the  day,  however,  were  not  yet 
ended.  About  four  o'clock  I  rolled  up  my  line  and 
walked  direct  for  Loch  Dartion,  where  I  again  com- 
menced operations.  Gillespie,  who  accompanied 
me  all  day,  and  took  very  little  interest  in  fishing, 
had  picked  the  eagle,  and,  now  seated  beside  a 
large  stone  with  his  glass  across  his  gun  barrel, 
began  examining  the  side  of  the  hill  above  us.  All 
at  once  I  noticed  his  eye  brighten,  down  came  the 
glass  which  he  shut  with  a  bang  as  he  stalked  up 
to  me  evidently  full  of  something.  At  last  out  it 
came  ;  there  were  twelve  stags  within  a  mile  of  us. 
He  pointed  out  the  spot,  and  I  could  see  them  with 
the  naked  eye  as  they  rose  one  by  one  from  their 
bed  of  long  heather,  and  were  slowly  stepping 

*  From  "  Forays  among  Salmon  and  Deer,"  by  James  Conway. 


downwards,  eating  as  they  advanced.  Gillespie 
pointed  out  a  pass  through  which  they  must  go 
if  disturbed  from  below,  and  tried  to  prevail  on  me 
to  go  there  and  have  a  shot,  but  he  had  no  ball  so 
I  would  not  go,  but  as  I  wanted  a  deer  for  the 
larder  I  allowed  him  to  go  and  have  a  try.  Away 
he  went  with  a  will,  as  might  be  seen  by  his  jog 
trot,  through  the  moss,  and  taking  a  circuit  of 
about  three  miles  at  least  appeared  on  the  top  of 
the  pass.  I  then  sent  Jemmy  to  start  the  deer, 
but  he  had  scarcely  moved  away  when  I  hooked  a 
large  fish.  Though  in  rather  a  bad  place  I 
trusted  to  land  him  by  myself,  and  was  busy  head 
and  hand  in  rather  a  prolonged  battle  when'  boom 
went  the  echo,  or  rather  the  hundred  echoes,  of  a 
shot.  On  turning  in  the  direction  there  was  one 
of  the  unfortunate  stags  bowling  along  over  the 
rocks,  and  the  other  eleven  rushing  past  me.  For- 
tunately the  pass  is  so  narrow  (I  have  been  there 
to  examine  it  ■  since,  and  it  is  not  above  six  feet 
wide)  that  he  put  the  whole  charge  of  shot  into 
the  beast's  head,  and  killed  him  dead  at  once. 

I  got  three  fish  out  of  the  doch  that  evening 
before  it  became  a  dead  calm,  and  the  midges  (the 
only  real  nuisance  in  the  Highlands)  forced  us  to 
our  hole.  There  a  stifling  cloud  of  heather  smoke 
soon  made  them  scarce.  This  cave  or  hole  that 
I  have  mentioned  once  or  twice  I  may  as  well 
describe :  it  is  formed  by  a  huge  boulder  stone 
which  along  with  many  thousand  others  had  fallen 
from  the  rock  above,  and  had  a  large  concavity  on 
one  side,  on  which  side  it  rested  over  some  other 
rocks,  knocking  a  chip  out  of  one  end  which  serves 
as  a  doorway.  Inside  it  is  about  twelve  feet  by 
eight  feet,  but  there  is  only  a  space  of  about  a 
yard  square  in  the  centre  where  a  man  can  stand  ; 
at  one  corner  there  is  a  small  opening  left  between 
it  and  its  next  neighbour  which  communicates  with 
the  air  above  and  serves  as  a  chimney,  and  wonder- 
fully well  it  does  to  carry  away  the  smoke.  The 
rock  above  (from  which  I  said  our  habitation  had 
fallen)  is  the  grandest  I  have  ever  seen.  I  am  sure 
I  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say  it  is  one  thousand 
feet  perpendicular  just  over  the  cave,  and  so  wall- 
like that  it  is  quite  inaccessible  to  any  animal  except 
the  eagle,  et  id  genus  omnc,  which  has  its  nest 
right  over  the  cave,  but  so  near  the  top  that  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  without  a  glass,  and  could  never 
be  detected  by  a  stranger.  Our  first  occupation,  after 
depositing  our  viands  in  the  cave  and  fumigating  the 
midges,  was  to  issue  forth  and  collect  tlie  stumps 
of  old  holly  and  mountain  ash  trees  that  had  grown 
and  died  years  ago  among  the  rocks.  With  these 
the  men  soon  got  up  a  fire,  whilst  I  was  splitting 
up  a  grilse  at  a  well  of  the  purest  and  coolest  water 
gushing  newly  from  the  earth  at  a  distance  of  not 
more  than  six  yards  from  the  cave  door.  The  grass 
and  mosses  around  this  well  were  torn  up  by  the 
hoof-prints  of  deer  that  had  drunk  there  the  night 
before.  In  a  few  minutes  might  be  heard  the 
appetite-inspiring  sound  of  the  fish  hissing  on  a 
hot  stone  which  .Jemmy  had  prepared,  and  very 
soon  we  each  had  a  cut  of  very  nicely  and  cleanly 
cooked  salmon  on  an  oat-cake  for  a  plate.  I  have 
often  done  and  eaten  salmon  done  in  this  way,  and 
I  fancy  there  is  none  better  provided  one  has  a 
little  butter,  pepper,  and  salt.  We  next  had  some 
venison  done  in  the  same  style  which  I  did  not  like 
so  much,  so  I  betook  myself  to  the  cold  ham  and 
left  my  men  to  roast  for  themselves,  and  roast  they 
did,  and  ate,  too,  until  I  fancied  Gillespie  must  have 
got  two  deer  at  one  shot  and  had  them  both  in  the 
cave — but  a  hardish  day's  work  after  a  light  break- 
fast at  four  in  the  morning  gives  an  apf)etite  that 
would  astonish  the  uninitiated.  We  then  made  some 
piping  hot  toddy  in  our  kettle,  and  very  refreshing 
it  tasted  as  I  lay  on  an  Afghan  goat-rug  spread 
over  fresh  heather  with  a  pipe  filled  with  good 
"  baccy  "  in  my  mouth.  To  wind  up  I  had  tea — 
the  best  drink  a  tired  man  could  have  (if  I  have  any 
hard  walking  to  do,  as  in  deer-stalking,  I  always 
carry  cold  tea  without  sugar  or  cream  in  my  flask 
instead  of  anything  stronger),  and  the  men  had 
some  more  venison  cooked.  I  then  betook  myself 
to  the  heather  bed  for  the  night  about  nine,  and 
lazily  watched  and  listened  to  the  two  men  as  tliey 
sat  on  stones  at  opposite  sides  of  the  fire  smoking 
and  exchanging  stories  until  I  fell  asleep. 

My  repose  that  night  scarcely  deserved  the  name 
of  sleep.  In  reality  it  was  five  or  six  hours  passed 
in  a  half -conscious  state  of  irritation,  caused  first 
by  smoke,  secondly  by  cold,  and  thirdly  by  midges. 
The  last-named  plague — and,  reader,  if  you  don't 
know  midges,  plague,  I  assure  you,  is  too  mild  a 
term — thoroughly  aroused  me  by  five  or  six  a.m., 


November  9,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


315 


and  forced  me  evacuate  the  cave,  for  the  gillies 
were  not  yet  awake,  and  by  this  time  the  tobacco 
and  peat  smoke  had  so  much  dispersed  as  no  longer 
to  be  any  protection  against  these  tiresome  little 
insects.  Taking  therefore  my  rod  in  hand  I  strolled 
down  to  the  loch  through  which  the  river  I  had 
been  yesterday  fishing  runs,  and  though  it  was  a 
dead  calm  and  the  salmon  were  splashing  about  in 
all  directions,  and  evidently  in  no  taking  mood,  I 
sauntered  along  the  shore  giving  an  occasional  cast, 
that  by  moving  about  I  might  at  least  keep  off 
some  of  "the  plague  of  flies."  At  length,  to  my 
astonishment,  a  fish  rose  and  was  hooked.  For  two 
or  three  minutes  all  went  well,  but  by  the  end  of 
that  time  I  began  to  find  myself  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  my  winged  enemies,  who,  taking  advantage 
of  my  slower  mo\-ements  now  that  I  was  engaged 
in  a  hard  struggle,  began  to  settle  in  swarms  on 
my  hands  and  neck  and  every  part  of  my  person 
open  to  attack.  The  torture  soon  became  rnien- 
durable  and  my  patience  quite  exhausted,  and  I  began 
to  haul  the  fish  straight  in  to  the  great  danger  of 
the  tackle.  However,  I  succeeded  in  landing  a 
good  salmon,  and  then,  having  thrown  him  up  high 
among  the  heather  without  stopping  to  kill  him, 
I  rushed  to  the  water's  edge,  and  immersing  head 
and  hands  at  once  sacrificed  a  hecatomb  of  hungry 
midges  to  appease  my  irritation. 

And  now  dealing  the  fish  a  blow  on  the  head 
which  terminated  his  life  I  conveyed  him  to  the 
cave,  and  my  attendants  having  by  this  time  lit  a 
good  fire  I  lay  down  for  a  few  minutes  more  rest 
while  they  cooked  some  of  the  fish.  After  breakfast 
as  there  was  not  a  breath  of  air  I  gave  up  all  idea 
of  fishing  to-day  and  started  for  home. 

The  heat  of  the  sun's  direct  and  reflected  rays 
was  so  intense  among  the  bare  quartz  rocks  over 
which  lay  our  course  that  we  had  not  gone  far 
before  we  were  glad  to  seek  shelter  behind  a  large 
stone.  Presently,  however,  we  resumed  our  march 
and  began  the  ascent  of  the  "  bealloch  "  or  pass, 
down  which  we  had  yesterday  travelled  so  rapidly, 
but  our  pace  was  now  in  the  opposite  extreme. 
We  had  not  ascended  many  hundred  yards  when  I 
was  arrested  by  what  I  imagined  to  be  the  noise 
of  an  immense  fragment  of  rock  rolling  down  the 
hill,  but  on  looking  round,  though  the  noise  had 
almost  equalled  that  of  moderate  thunder,  nothing 
was  to  be  seen.  I  was  completely  puzzled  to  account 
for  this,  but  Gillespie,  without  at  all  seeming  to  share 
in  my  amazement,  at  once  suggested  that  we  had 
better  hasten  on.  On  my  enquiring  the  reasons  for 
this  advice  he  replied  that  there  would  shortly  be  a 
tremendous  storm,  and  that  the  noise  I  had  just 
heard  was  caused  by  the  wind  in  the  distance.  I 
laughed  at  him  as  it  was  now  a  dead  calm,  but 
before  we  had  reached  the  top  of  the  pass  a  slight 
breeze  sprang  up.  By  the  time  we  were  fairly  on 
the  top  it  was  blowing  "  a  single  reef  "  breeze  and 
livid  clouds  were  floating  about  Ben  Fionan  in  our 
rear,  and  ere  we  were  half-way  down  the  other  side 
of  the  hill  there  was  a  complete  hurricane  accom- 
panied by  very  loud  thunder.  On  reaching  the 
foxhunter's  cottage,  which  stood  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  the  rain  was  beginning  to  fall  heavily,  but  the 
cottage  was  of  little  use  to  us  as  the  wind  had  just 
carried  away  half  the  thatch.  As  I  passed  the  end 
of  the  loch  close  by  the  spray  came  flying  over  a 
small  hill  about  two  hundred  feet  high  and  six 
hundred  yards  across,  and  before  I  reached  home 
it  had  drenched  me  to  the  skin.  However,  the 
goodly  show  of  fish  which  accompanied  me  more 
than  counterbalanced  any  such  petty  annoyances, 
and  I  shall  ever  look  back  to  those  two  davs  and 
their  incidents  with  pleasurable  emotions. 


CAN  THE  SEA  BE  FISHED  OUT? 

[These  extracts  are  from  a  notice  in  the  Aberdeen 
Free  Press  of  the  article  entitled,  "Can  the  Sea 
be  Fished  Out?"  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  in  the 
Jyineteefith  Century  for  November.] 

''  Can  the  sea  be  fished  out  ?  "  is  a  practical 
and  m  these  parts  highly  important  question,  on 
which  some  fresh  light  is  thrown  by  discoveries 
lately  made  by  the  Norwegian  Marine  Biological 
i^xpedition  in  the  steamer  Michael  Sars,  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  Hjort.  The  discoveries  were  made 
last  summer,  an  account  of  them  has  been  published 
by  another  Norwegian  biologist.  Dr.  Knut  Dahl,  and 
the  first  writer  to  make  them  widely  known  in  this 
country  is  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  through  the  medium 
of  the  November  Nineteenth  Century.  Distress 
may  still  overtake  local  communities  dependent  on 


a  particular  marine  area,  but  now  that  the  fisheries 
are  prosecuted  much  more  systematically  by  men 
whose  fishing  ground  is  the  entire  North  Sea  the 
scarcity  of  one  part  is  usually  compensated  by  the 
abundance  of  another— the  dearth  here  by  the  glut 
there.  The  old  notions  about  the  "  spawning- 
beds  "  of  marine  food-fishes  were  defunct  so  far  as 
the  scientific  world  was  concerned  a  generation 
ago,  though  it  is  possible  that  they  still  haunt 
the  mind  of  a  popular  politician  or  the  like.  It 
was  found,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  eggs 
of  most  of  these  fishes  rise  in  the  water,  and 
are  developed  and  hatched  out  near  its  surface. 
The  Norwegian  biologists  have  likewise  maintained 
that,  though  dearth  may  arise  in  some  waters  by 
the  carrying  away  of  the  brood  by  currents,  the 
combmed  increase  of  the  catch  is  evidence  that 
there  is  no  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  sea  as  a  whole 
As  bearing  upon  this  question.  Dr.  Dahl  points  to 
the  researches  carried  out  in  the  Norwegian  seas 
and  the  Skager  Eack  by  Dr.  Hjort  and  his  col- 
leagues as  resulting  in  one  of  the  most  important 
zoological  discoveries  of  the  age.  By  these 
researches  from  the  William  Sars,  to  quote  from 
Mr.  Marston,  "  the  brood  or  fry  of  all  our  round 
fishes  has  been  found,  not  dead,  as  it  ought  to  be 
in  theory,  but  alive  and  spread  over  the  whole  sea. 
That  the  young  of  cod,  haddock,  coal-fish,  and 
whiting  could  live  out  in  the  open  sea  would  have 
been  considered  impossible  a  year  ago.  It  was 
thought  that  they  were  only  to  be  found  quite 
inshore,  near  the  coasts."  In  point  of  fact, 
"  Dr.  Hjort's  discovery  shows  that  there  are  many 
million  times  more  fish  in  the  sea  than  man 
had  any  idea  of,  and  the  theory  that  the  young 
brood  carried  out  to  sea  perished  is  proved  to  be  a 
fable."  Or,  as  might  be  said,  applying  the  dis- 
covery to  our  Scottish  circumstances  and  closure 
policy,  the  notion  that  the  closed  firths  and  three- 
mile  zone  are  a  special  nursery  of  young  fishes  is  a 
nursery  tale,  on  a  par,  as  regards  truth,  with  the 
veracious  history  of  the  death  and  burial  of  Cock 
Eobin.  The  open  ocean  is  the  nursery  of  our  food- 
fishes  as  well  as  its  littoral  fringes. 

Away  out  in  the  deep  sea,  where  it  is  much 
deeper  than  anywhere  near  the  British  Islands, 
Dr.  Hjort  found  fish  "  as  it  were  in  layers  of  ocean 
strata."    "  Some  required  a  line  as  long  as  the 
Monument,"  says  Mr.  Marston,  takmg  a  London 
simile,  "  to  reach  down  to  them,  others  were  in  still 
lower  depths  which  would  submerge  St.  Paul's 
and  the  Monument  on  the  top,  and  with  many 
thousand  feet  of  water  below  them.     There,  in 
these  still  and  dark  and  hitherto  supposed  barren 
regions   of  the   sea,  he   caught   great  cod,  and 
haddock,  and  coalfish,  sometimes  in  quantities." 
The  great  cod  fisheries  of  Lofoden  and  Newfound- 
land are  carried  on  in  comparatively  shallow  water. 
The  fish  approach  the  coast  periodically,  presumably 
in  pursuit  of  food,  and  they  retire  to  deeper  water 
as  the  season  advances.    These  researches  suggest 
that   the  vast   shoals   that  congregate  on  "lihe 
banks  "—real  banks  in  this  case— are  but  a  fraction 
of  the  multitudinous  hosts  that  populate  the  deep 
The  experience  of  the  Aberdeen  fishing  fleet,  now 
that  steam  power  carries  it  so  far  afield,  goes  to 
show   that,   though   fish   may  be   scarce    in  a 
particular    locality   at   a   particular  time,  they 
are  not  confined  to  narrow  areas,  but  roam  at 
large    in   the   wide   ocean.     A   distinction  has 
indeed  to  be  drawn  between  the  flat  or  ground 
fishes   and  the  round  or  pelagic  species.  The 
former  are  necessarily  more  local  in  their  habits 
than  the  latter,  and  if  they  pass  at  all  into  areas  of 
very  great  depth  they  there  escape  at  least  from  all 
risk  of  capture  by  human  agency.    Then-  general 
habitat  is  at  the  moderate  depths  existing  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  North  Sea.    These  Norwegian 
discoveries  relate  to  roimd  fish,  and  they  are  the 
first  token  we  have  of  the  valuable  results  that  are 
to  be  expected  from  the  international  investiga- 
tion of  the  North  Sea  on  the  systematic  plan 
organised  by  the  committee  that  had  its  origm 
in  the  Stockholm  Conference.     These  investi'Ja- 
tions  have   been  viewed  with  disfavour  by  the 
political  friends  of  the  fishermen's  votes  as  not 
likely  to  be  fertile  in  arguments  for  the  closure 
policy,   though   that   policy  had    its   origin  in 
a   plausible   plea    of    scientific   research.  But 
the    questions   involved   are  much   larger  than 
that  of  our  obstructive  legislation  which  makes  a 
present  to  foreigners  of  the  flat-fish  of  the  Moray 
Firth.      They   are    national    and  international 
questions,  for   it  is  to  the   common   iaterest  of 
the  nations  of  Northern  Europe  that  the  North 


Sea  should  bo  exhaustively  explored  from  the 
hydrographical  and  biological  points  of  view.  In 
tlic  meantime  the  first  instalment  of  these  re- 
searches confirms  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  M'Intosh, 
as  it  was  the  conclusion  of  I'rofessor  Huxley  at  an 
earlier  date,  that  all  the  operations  of  man  can 
have  very  little  effect  upon  the  resources  of  tho 
sea. 


NOTES  FOE  EOACH  ANGLEKS.* 

{From  the  "Book  of  the  Eoach,"  by  the  late 
J.  Grbville  Fennell.) 
(Continued  from  page  298.) 

CHAPTEE  IX. 

THE  ROACH  REGARDED    FROM  A   CULINARY  POINT  OF 
VIEW — SOME  VALUABLE  MAXIMS — CONCLUSION. 

As  Food. — "  He  is  a  fish  of  no  great  reputation, 
and  his  spawn  is  accounted  much  better  than  any 
other  part  of  him." — Walton. 

"The  roe,  which  is  green  and  boils  red,  is 
remarkably  good.  They  differ  greatly  in  goodness, 
according  to  the  rivers  in  which  they  are  caught. 
None  aregood  that  are  kept  in  ponds." — Naturalist's 
Cabinet,  vol.  v. 

"  It  is  in  little  estimation  generally  for  tabic, 
but  it  is  best  as  food,  as  well  as  finest  in  colour,  in 
October — a  state  produced  probably  by  the  variety 
as  well  as  quantity  of  nutriment  obtained  during  a 
long  summer  :  it  is  in  this  month  that  it  is  most 
sought  after  by  Thames  anglers." — Yarrell. 

The  roach,  which  is  now  in  no  estimation,  and 
thought  useful  only  as  food  for  better  fish,  was 
probably  more  valued  formerly.  According  to 
Blomfield,  in  1413,  Clement  Paston,  Esq.,  and 
others,  trespassed  on  the  ponds  belonging  to  the 
Abbot  of  St.  Bennets,  and  took  200  roaches,  200 
perch,  and  300  eels,  which  were  together  valued 
at  100  shillings,  a  high  price  then.  Yet  in 
L'Estrange's  "  Household  Book,"  which  refers  to 
the  next  century,  few  notices  of  fresh-water  fish 
are  to  be  foimd.  A  barrister  friend  informs  us 
that  this  value  was  only  nominal,  as  were  the 
numbers  also,  but  lawyers  assume  a  great  deal. 

Cooking  Eoach,  etc. — When  large  roach  are 
scored  across  the  sides,  and  broiled  with  the  scales 
on,  they  are  considered  by  many  a  well-flavoured 
fish,  especially  in  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons. 

I  feel  assured  that  no  one  thing  is  more  neglected 
in  this  country  than  the  cooking  of  fish.  How  is 
it  that  at  tables  east  of  London,  barbel,  roach, 
dace,  and  even  the  white  bream  are  brought  to 
table  and  eaten  by  the  most  fastidious  with  relish 
and  thankfulness  ?  With  one  style  of  cooking  the 
roe  of  the  barbel  is  a  violent  poison ;  by  another 
treatment  it  becomes  palatable  and  wholesome. 
The  mere  fact  of  washing  and  boiling  it  either  in 
vinegar  or  vinegar  and  water  making  the  difl'er- 
ence.  Eoach  from  one  kitchen  shall  appear  a 
sappy,  soddened,  sickly  pulp,  only  held  together  by 
a  framework  of  loose  bones.  From  another,  with 
firm  and  flaky  flesh,  a  single  one  afibrding,  with  a 
well-boiled  potato,  a  relishing  meal.  And  M'ho 
that  has  partaken  of  dace,  hot  and  hissing  from 
the  brazier  of  the  dark-eyed  Eebecca,  will  gainsay 
that  this  much-despised  fish  is  delicious  when 
cooked  as  she  can  cook  them  '>  The  truth  is,  we 
are  all  behindhand  in  our  knowledge  of  cookery, 
and  blame  our  fresh- water  fish  when  we  ought  to 
take  the  shame  to  ourselves. 

"  Take  a  roach — the  sooner  after  he  is  caught 
the  better — of  about  half-a-pound  or  upwards,  and 
having  wiped  the  scales  off  him — which  may  be 
done  with  a  coarse  cloth  without  injuring  the  flesh, 
as  with  a  knife — dredge  it  with  flour,  and  having 
your  fat  or  oil  ready  boiling  in  the  pan,  lay  him 
gently  therein  ;  do  not  crack  or  break  the  skin ; 
keep  it  as  much  as  possible  from  touching  the 
pan  by  causing  it  to  float  in  the  grease,  and  turn 
with  a  flat  dumpling  strahier,  or  other  similar 
instrument,  and  it  will  brown  by  the  mere  contact 
with  its  seething  bath.  A  squeeze  of  lemon,  or 
drop  or  two  of  vinegai-,  when  on  the  plate  will  add 
a  zest.  Now  I  have  not  said  anything  about 
gutting  the  fish.  Indeed,  I  strictly  enjoin  you  not 
to  do  so.  When  the  fish  comes  to  table,  all  j-ou 
have  to  do  is  to  divide  the  fish  down  the  back  with 
your  knife — the  fins  and  tlicir  bones  being  avoided 
-  strip  one  side  and  then  the  other  of  the  fish, 
which  you  will  find  you  can  do  in  perfect  and- 

*  The  first  instalment  bej-an  in  the  i  n  .-    (  i  .';  i  le. 
B;  ck  ni.mbeis  may  lie  had.— Jjji. 
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unbroken  flakes,  and  place  the  anatomical  structure 
on  a  separate  plate  for  removal.  Or  if  you  are  in 
immediate  proximity  to  the  kitchen — or,  what  is 
still  better,  if  you  have  the  stove  at  your  elbow — 
remove  the  flesh  before  it  is  placed  upon  the 
table." — Bev.  J.  Martin. 

Cooking  Fish. — Many  have  been  the  good 
dinners  we  have  made  beside  the  streams — being 
our  own  cook — upon  some  of  the  roach  caught  to 
earn  the  meal ;  and  as  there  is  no  appetite  like 
one  obtained  by  labour,  and  no  flavour  like  that 
the  open  air  imparts,  the  relish  has  been  beyond 
description.  The  angler  should  be  provident  at 
starting,  taking  with  him  a  loaf — in  a  hole  in 
which  some  butter  has  been  hidden — salt,  pepper, 
and  lucifers,  not  forgetting  something  in  a  flask 
wherewith  to  adulterate  the  pure  element,  and  his 
cuisine  is  thus  far  complete.  A  handful  of  dry 
sticks,  some  leaves,  turf,  or  any  dry  rubbish,  will 
afford  fuel,  and  a  flat  stone,  cleansed  in  the  river 
and  placed  to  warm  by  the  fire,  will  afford  a  good 
substitute  for  a  plate. 

The  fish  should  be  washed  clean,  particularly 
the  throats,  cut  open  and  gutted,  but  no  water 
should  touch  the  inside,  as  the  natural  juices 
should  be  retained  as  far  as  possible.  Take  off  the 
head,  score  the  sides  slightly,  and  pepper  and  salt 
them  well,  inside  and  out.  Cut  some  twigs  of 
blackthorn,  or  any  hard  wood,  peel  and  trim  the 
ends,  and  run  the  pointed  end  of  one  along  the 
backbone  of  each  roach,  sticking  the  thick  ends 
into  the  ground  so  that  the  fish  may  lean  over  the 
fire. 

The  appearance  of  the  inside  of  the  fish  will  tell 
you  when  they  are  done.  Take  them  off  the  twigs, 
one  by  one,  with  a  twist  to  disengage  the  stick 
from  the  flesh ;  lay  them  on  your  hot  stone  plate 
and  butter  them  while  warm. 

In  cooking  perch  after  this  fashion,  it  is  much 
better  to  leave  the  scales  on ;  they  protect  the 
juices  of  the  fish,  and  peel  off  all  in  one  flake. 

We  are  told  by  an  American  friend  and  angler 
of  the  following  recipe  for  baking  or  steaming 
fresh-water  fish  :  "  Let  the  fire  be  a  good  one,  to 
produce  the  requisite  amount  of  live  embers. 
When  it  is  burned  down  it  is  ready  both  for  pota- 
toes and  fish.  Do  not  cut  ofl'  the  heads  of  the 
fish,  but  season  them ;  then  take  a  piece  of 
strong  thin  paper  and,  smearing  it  thinly  with 
butter,  roll  a  fish  in  it.  After  saturating  each  fish 
so  encased  in  the  stream,  lay  them  side  by  side  in 
the  bed  of  hot  ashes,  cover  them  up,  and  give  a 
minute  to  an  inch ;  that  is,  if  a  fish  is  ten  inches 
Icng  give  it  ten  minutes,  and  so  on.  When  you 
rncover  them  they  can  be  removed  from  the  ashes 
1  y  inserting  the  forked  end  of  a  long  stick  beneath, 
and  drawing  them  out.  When  you  take  them  out 
of  the  paper,  unroll  them  carefully  on  a  flat  stone, 
open  and  butter  them  to  your  liking,  and,  above 
all,  regard  the  head  as  a  precious  morsel ;  it  con- 
tains much,  when  done  in  this  fashion,  that  is 
glutinous  and  fatty.  In  the  language  of  Father 
'  Izaak,'  '  they  are  too  good  for  any  but  honest 
anglers.'  Old  anglers  have  confessed,  after  a  roast 
or  bake  (in  the  former  plan  doing  the  fish  on  flat 
stones  previously  heated  in  the  fire),  that  they  have 
missed  much  by  not  adopting  this  simple  way  of 
providing  a  sumptuous  dinner,  and  that  all  house- 
hold methods,  with  their  epicurean  appliances, 
were  not  to  be  compared  with  roasting  or  baking 
under  the  ashes.  The  latter  is  the  surest  method 
of  retaining  the  natural  flavour  of  the  fish." 

We  have  heard  of  large  chub  and  roach  being 
cooked  in  the  artful  gipsy  fashion  of  surrounding 
the  fish,  entrails,  scales  and  all,  in  a  dumpling  of 
clay,  and  submitting  this  to  a  hole  previously  dug, 
in  which  a  wood  fire  had  left  but  its  embers,  and 
then  closing  the  top  with  a  turf.  But  commend  us 
to  the  toasting  and  baking  process. 

We  will  conclude  with  a  few  hints,  the  result  of 
long  experience,  which  escaped  notice  in  their 
proper  places. 

All  tackle  should  be  as  good  and  carefully  made 
as  the  means  at  the  angler's  command  will  admit : 
it  should  be  kept  in  good  condition,  and  packed 
away  so  as  to  be  available  at  a  moment's  notice. 
The  young  angler  especially  should  learn  to  whip  a 
heck  on  to  hair  and  gut,  to  put  on  a  ring,  or  splice 
a  I  rok.  n  rod  ;  but  we  have  not  thought  it  advisable 
to  [o  into  the  detail  of  tackle  making,  which  has 
been  wlII  and  often  treated  of  by  other  virriters. 

\\  hen  1  unt  fishing,  the  attendant  should  never 
be  allowed  to  bait  the  hook,  or  take  the  fish  off; 
tl  e  latter  is  a  fruitful  source  of  damage,  the  gut 
or  hair  being,  by  clumsy  handling,  crippled  where 


it  is  tied  to  the  hook.  To  avoid  this  we  constantly 
use  a  disgorger,  which  prevents  this  mischief,  and 
causes  the  hooks  to  last  much  longer.  It  is  curious 
to  notice  the  dift'erence  in  durability  between  gut 
and  hair ;  the  former,  if  dravra  fine,  sometimes 
frets,  and  loses  its  strength  in  a  day's  fishing ;  the 
latter,  with  care,  will  last  for  years,  and  does  not 
deteriorate  by  the  action  of  the  water.  All  rods, 
lines,  floats,  etc.,  should  be  carefully  overhauled 
from  time  to  time,  the  requisite  repairs  made,  and 
the  rods  varnished  when  necessary. 

When  proper  time  can  be  given  for  the  varnish 
to  dry  well,  coachmaker's  copal  is  the  best  that 
can  be  used,  but  as  this  takes  a  long  time  in  drying, 
shellac  dissolved  in  wood  naphtha  makes  an  excel- 
lent tough  varnish,  which  dries  in  a  few  minutes. 
Spirits  of  wine  is  often  recommended  as  a  solvent 
for  this  gum,  but  varnish  made  with  it  is  more 
liable  to  chill,  and  it  will  not  dissolve  so  much 
shellac  ;  whereas  good  wood  naphtha  will  imite  with 
the  gum  in  any  proportions.  •  There  are  several 
sorts  of  wood  naphtha,  some  of  which  will  not  dis- 
solve shellac,  but  the  best  is  sold  especially  for 
the  use  of  hat  makers.  There  are  two  methods  of 
making  up  tackle,  one  with  dry  silk,  the  other 
with  silk  waxed.  If  the  former  be  preferred,  it 
may  be  varnished  with  the  shellac  varnish  just 
mentioned,  but  if  shoe-maker's  wax  has  been  em- 
ployed, a  varnish  must  be  used  that  will  combine 
with  it,  such  as  the  dammar  varnish  previously 
mentioned, 

(Concluded.) 


ANOTHER  FISHING  EXPEEIENCE 
OF  LAST  CENTUEY. 


It  may  be  now  near  fifty  years  ago  when  a  few 
young  fellows,  finding  more  time  than  occupation 
on  their  hands  in  and  about  a  village  on  the  west 
coast  of  Connaught,  made  an  expedition  to  a  small 
lake  among  the  Ox  Mountains,  called  Lough  Eask, 
from  which  flows  the  lively  stream  reaching  the 
sea  at  Easky — charming  in  its  lovely,  gray  rock 
pools,  overhung  with  trees  in  Portland's  demesne- 
presenting  rapids,  runs,  holes,  shallows,  and  every 
accommodation  salmon,  sea-trout,  or  brown  trout 
could  wish  for.  But  the  days  were  warm  and 
bright  and  the  water  low,  hence  an  excursion  in 
quest  of  the  mountain  trout  in  Lough  Eask,  with 
an  off-chance  of  a  little  grouse  shooting,  was 
decided  upon.  The  lake  \&y  many  miles  away, 
amid  all  but  uninhabited  mountainous  moOrlands  ; 
there  was,  however,  a  road,  of  a  sort,  to  it,  along 
which  were  carted  a  large  borrowed  tent,  commis- 
sariat supplies,  and  our  bedding,  the  party  of  six 
marching  on  foot  carrying  guns,  rods,  and  such 
light  matters  as  were  most  needed.  At  the  end  of 
our  long  yet  pleasant  walk  we  arrived  by  twilight 
at  our  camp,  pitched  on  a  small  flat  by  the  lake 
side,  and  found  dinner  nearly  ready,  but  we  did  not 
get  in  much  too  soon,  for  a  fearful  thunderstorm 
came  on  with  torrents  of  rain  which  lasted  far  into 
the  night.  Owing  to  the  wind,  at  some  unknown 
time  the  tent  gave  way  at  one  end  of  the  ridge 
pole — against  the  upright  one,  supporting  which,  for 
the  sake  of  increased  stability,  a  stretcher  bed  had 
been  placed.  All  being  tired  we  turned  in,  and  the 
tenant  of  that  bed,  a  particularly  sound  sleeper, 
fancied  sudden  deafness  had  befallen  him  when  he 
awoke  next  morning.  A  half  flitch  of  bacon  hung 
to  the  pole  above  his  head,  and  the  rain  coming 
through  the  rent  canvas  dripped  upon  it  and  then 
on  him  directly,  till  his  exposed  hair  and  ear  were 
slowly  filled  with  a  mass  of  salt  and  grease,  which 
took  some  time  to  remove. 

Everything  was  rather  comfortless,  damp,  and 
gray,  and  misty,  with  a  fine  rain  falling,  that 
morning,  but  we  turned  out,  had  breakfast,  and 
faced  the  situation.  Two  of  the  party  took  their 
guns  and  climbed  the  steep  heathery  hill  over- 
looking the  lake,  while  the  others  sought  the  boat, 
a  relic  of  broken  timbers  and  tar,  which  we  found 
undergoing  temporary  repairs  in  the  shape  of  sundry 
sods  being  tramped  into  the  bottom,  as  earthen 
floors  are  made.  The  bolder  couple  of  us  got  in 
with  the  native  shipwright,  while  we  others  watched 
their  start.  All  went  well  for  about  a  hundred 
yards,  and  some  trout  had  been  already  hooked, 
when  the  craft  sunk  suddenly,  fortunately  in 
shallow  water.  Our  friends  got  out  as  best  they 
could,  making  a  cheerful  picture  wading  waist  deep 
clad  in  overcoats,  with  backs  to  wind,  fishing  hard 
and  catching  trout  two  or  three  at  a  time.  The 


size  of  these  did  not  require  the  use  oE  landing  nets, 
but  it  was  somewhat  difficult  to  stow  them  with 
any  permanence  in  pockets  full  of  water.  Wo  all 
joined  in  the  sport  notwithstanding  its  difliculties, 
and  ere  long  had  caught  more  trout  than  any  of  u.4 
would  have  cared  to  carry  home  ;  and  ravenous 
they  were,  rarely  missing  the  flies,  particularly  the 
clumsy  local  patterns  borrowed  from  the  natives- 
marvellous  concoctions  these  were  too,  of  blue 
frieze  coat  scrapings  or  the  coloured  threads  of 
rough  ornamental  designs  that  in  those  days  used 
to  form  a  sort  of  trade-mark  in  the  corners  of 
blankets.  Hens'  or  ducks'  feathers  completed  tlie 
dressing  of  these  rather  large  flies  which  the  trout 
seemed  to  find  most  attractive. 

We  were  told,  and  could  readily  believe,  that  iri 
better  weather  large  baskets,  for  numbers,  could  be 
got  here,  but  we  had  had  enough  for  once,  ami 
when  our  shooters  came  back  without  any  grouse 
we  voted  the  meeting  adjourned  to  some  more 
favourable  occasion,  and  tramped  back  to  the 
superior  quarters  we  had  left  at  Easky. 

In  these  days  of  pisciculture,  if  the  Lough  Eask 
trout  maintain  their  avidity,  the  breed  shoidd  bo 
invaluable  for  stocking  waters  wherein  their  wily 
fellows  have  less  need  to  desire  deliverance  from 
temptation.  Benwyan. 


AUTUMN  LEAVES. 


A  THICK  foggy  morning— November  arrived  before 
its  time.  Such  was  the  prospect  as  I  made  my  way 
to  the  station  one  day  towards  the  end  of  October 
in  the  present  year.  Harwood  Brierly,  a  brother 
journalist,  whose  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  the 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  had  asked  me  to 
demonstrate  the  mysteries  of  grayling  fishing  to 
him,  and  I,  nothing  loth,  had  fixed  upon  Tanfield 
as  the  scene  of  action  ;  he  was  to  leave  York  at  7.15, 
and  I,  Leeds  at  7.50,  our  meeting  place  being  Ripon 
station.  The  trains  to  Tanfield  are  not  frequent, 
and  fortunately  I  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour  on  my 
hands  when  I  entered  Leeds  station.  A  new  line  to 
Harrogate  has  been  recently  opened,  and  I  found 
that  instead  of  through  the  long  tunnel  at  Arthing- 
ton,  the  Tanfield  train  was  taken  round  by 
Wetherby  ;  had  I  not  discovered  this  fact  in  time  I 
should  have  missed  my  train. 

"Johnny"  Grassham,  our  Yorkshire  champion 
pike  fisher,  was  going  to  Boroughbridge,  and  Mr.  F., 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Tanfield  Club,  were  my 
travelling  companions,  and  the  time  soon  passed  in 
angling  converse.  Ripon  at  last,  and  my  friend  in 
waiting  ;  soon  we  were  entering  the  doors  of  the  old 
familiar  Bruce  Arms.  Tanfield  is  one  of  the  old 
time  villages  which  has  escaped  the  innovations  of 
modern  years,  if  we  except  the  erection  of  a  pretty 
chapel  ornamented  with  a  tapering  spire  close  to 
the  station.  There  were  two  other  anglers  going 
to  fish  the  water,  and  as  it  was  B.'s  first  visit  to 
Tanfield,  and  I  was  desirous  of  showing  him  the 
beauties  of  Hackfall  clad  in  its  autumnal  tints  of 
foliage,  we  arranged  that  I  and  my  friend  should  go 
to  the  upper  water  and  the  rest  of  the  party  to  tl.e 
lower  length. 

At  Harrogate  the  fogs  of  Leeds  had  vanished,  and 
the  bright  sunshine  glistened  on  the  riuie-covered 
hedgerows,  for  there  had  been  a  sharp  frost  over- 
night. Standing  for  a  few  moments  on  the  old 
grey  stone  bridge  to  admire  the  landscape  with  its 
wooded  islands,  round  which  the  Yore  at  this  part 
flows,  we  crossed  over  and  made  our  way  across  the 
fields  to  the  stream  where  I  was  to  start  operations. 
It  was  rather  early  in  the  day  for  that  season  of  the 
year  to  try  the  fly,  neither  were  any  tell-tale 
dimples  visible  on  the  surface  of  the  "  flats  "  as  we 
passed  along  the  river-side,  so  I  rigged  up  a  three- 
yard  cast  with  worm  tackle  and  waded  into  the 
tail  end  of  a  noted  grayling  stream.  On  the  thin 
side,  where  I  was  standing,  there  was  a  gravel  bed 
fringed  with  willow  trees  almost  bare  of  foliage  ;  on 
the  opposite  bank  was  a  lofty  scaur  rising  sheer 
from  the  water ;  above  was  a  typical  bit  of  trout 
water,  good  fishing  in  the  spring  and  summer  time 
but  useless  now  ;  this  ran  over  a  bar  of  shingle  into 
the  gradually  deepening  pool  below.  My  com- 
panion stood  on  the  bank  anxiously  watching  iny 
movements,  nor  had  he  long  to  wait,  for  within  five 
minutes  I  hooked  a  six-ounce  grayling,  which  was 
soon  reposing  in  my  creel.  Then  a  long  interval, 
spent  chiefly  anathematising  the  floating  leaves, 
which  at  times  completely  obliterated  my  wee  float 
from  view. 

Anon  I  splashed  across  the  stream  and  rejoined 
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him.  After  inspecting  and  admiring  the  first  gray- 
ling he  had  ever  seen,  we  proceeded  onwards. 
"  Not  much  smell  of  thyme  about  theui,"  was  his 
remark,  "more  like  a  cucumber,"  in  which  I  quite 
concurred,  for  I  have  always  considered  the  tbymy 
odour  a  fallacy. 

We  crossed  the  fields,  after  skirting  the  river  for 
some  distance,  and  came  to  the  little  village  of 
Mickley,  once  a  thriving  place,  but  now  akin  to 
Goldsmith's  deserted  village,  as  a  large  mill  which 
formerly  employed  many  hands  now  lies  idle  and 
IS  rapidly  falling  into  decay.     We  called  at  the 
mn,  kept   curiously  enough   by  a   man  named 
Mackley.    There  we  ate  our  sandwiches  and  had 
some  good  honest  ale;  but  as  the  short  autumn 
day  was  getting  on,  and  we  had  some  rouah  ground 
to  cover  before  we  reached  Hackfall,  we  wasted 
little  time  m  getting  on  our  way.    At  the  summit 
of  the  hill,  before  entering  the  woods,  we  paused 
and  gazed  in  admiration  on  the  fair  scene  stretched 
below  us— the  river  was  tumbling  in  white  spray  over 
the  weir  which  crosses  the  stream  at  this  point,while 
the  picturesque  shootmg-box,  Tanfield  Lodge,  owned 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Arton,  glistened  white  among  the 
dark  foliage  surrounding  it  in  the  bright  sunshine  ; 
birds    twittered    overhead    among    some  noble 
beeches,  whose  brown  leaves  kept  flutterint^  down 
m  the  breeze.   But  the  glory  of  the  autumn  leaves 
was  in  Hackfall— there  were  tints  of  every  conceiv- 
able colour  here,  the  dark  fir  trees  contrasting  with 
the  pale^feathery  foliage  of  the  larches,  the  bright 
yellows  of  the  sycamore  blending  harmoniously 
with  the  vivid  crimson  of  the  beeches,  while  here 
and  there  the  gi'ey  limestone  rocks  stood  out  in 
grim  grandeur.   Truly,  it  was  a  lovely  scene.  After 
scrambling  about  for  half-an-hour  among  dying 
bracken  which  reached  our  waists,  and  tangled 
briars  which  scratched  our  hands  and  caused  many 
a  stumble,  we  at  last  reached  an  eminence-^the 
view  From  which  amply  repaid  our  trouble,  the 
acme  of  its  beauty  being  a  magnificent  golden 
beech  under  which  we  stood,  the  effect  of  the 
suns  rays  slanting  through  its  varied  tints  of 
tohage  being  extremely  fine.    "Well,  my  friend  " 
1  remarked  at  last,  "  if  you  want  some  grayling  for 
your  breakfast  to-morrow  we  must  make  tracks 
tor  It  is  now  2.30  "  ;  so  we  retrograded  to  Mickley 
and  then  I  began  to  fish  in  earnest,  as  I  knew  that 
I  only  had  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  which 
to  do  the  trick.     As  I  expected,  that  proved 
the  best  time  of  the  day,  and   at   4.30,  when 
the  light  was   so  dim   that  I  could  no  longer 
distmguish  my  float,  I  had  eight  nice  grayling 
and  seven  small  dace ;  the  former  would  only 
look  at  the  smallest  of  cockspur  worms,  while 
the  latter  afiected  the  maggot.    As  regards  flies  I 
never  saw  a  fish  rise  all  the  day,  although  a  few 
Fale  Autumn  Duns  and  Dark  Needle  flies  were 
fluttermg  on  the  water.    Sturdy,  the  river  watcher, 
pined  us  on  the  return  journey,  and  fished  out  a 
rflb.  jack  which  had  taken  one  of  his  trimmers  \ 
i:ore  pike  is  a  fish  worth  eating,  so  I  brought  him 
home  and  had  him  stuffed  with  forcemeat  and 
baked  m  savoury  gravy,  and  "  daynteous  meat 
he  was. 

A  good,  well-cooked  dinner  at  the  Bruce  Arms 
concluded  our  day,  as  we  returned  home  the  same 
night. 

"  Well,"  I  said  to  my  companion  as  I  parted 
with  him  at  Harrogate,  "what  is  your  opinion  of 
grayling  fishing  now ?  "  "I  consider  it  fine  sport  " 
was  his  reply,  "  very  much  more  active  than  ever' I 
imagmed,  and  I  only  hope  that  some  day  before 
long  we  may  spend  another  day  together  on  the 
banks  of  the  Costa."  I  sincerely  hope  that  we 
may  m  the  future,  spend  many  such  pleasant  days 
together,  for  Harwood  Brierly  is  a  most  charming 
companion,  and  a  man  after  mine  own  heart 


AN  EVENING  AT  BELLEEK."* 


Days  of  Yore. 


_     Some  fairly  good  sport,"  says  the  Alnwick  Gazette, 
Has  been  had  with  big  fish  quite  recently  on  the 

\^^At\         n^'^^y  1'         Ge°^g^  Patten 

landed  a  fine  bull-trout  weighing  111b.  2oz.  with  fly  • 
1?  oj^.tlie  following  afternoon,  with  spinning  minnow' 
Mr.  William  Best  brought  to  bank  a  trout  scaling  91b 
i^oz.  Both  fish  were  fresh  run  and  in  capital  condition 
A  day  or  two  previous  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy  bad  an  interest- 
ng  experience.  While  instructing  a  young  angler  in 
tne  art  of  casting  a  minnow  from  the  reel,  he  was 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  a  fish  take  the  bait.  An 
excitmg  run  up  and  down  stream  terminated  in 
■■  CT^,^  landing  a  fine  bull-trout  of  101b.  ioz 
weignt. 


BkLLEKK— MOTHKR  JOHNSTONli's— TlllO  CuiUACTJOliS 

Introduced— The  Return,  from  Fishinc;- The 
Dinner— St.  Columha  at  Rose  Isle— Legend 
OF  the  Monk's  Ford— Legend  of  the  Cursed 
Throw— The  Gaucer  at  Kinlocu— Drowning 
THE  Lily. 

There  is  nothing  very  new  in  the  comparison 
between  the  course  of  a  river  and  the  life  of  a  man 
the  leaping,  sparkling,  rushing  eccentricities  of 
childhood,  the  calm,  majestic  utilities  of  middle 
life,  and  the  quiet,  imperceptible  gliding  of  old  age 
into  the  waters  of  eternity,  are  images  familiar  to 
every  one;  but  the  Erne,  being  an  Irish  river, 
seems  perversely  to  have  begim  its  life  at  the  wrong 
end,  starting  with  the  quiet  calmness  of  old  af'e 
and  finishing  ofi'  with  the  beauty  and  playfulness 
of  childhood. 

It  Jeaves  its  parent  lake  a  broad,  calm,  deep, 
briinmmg  river,  beautifully  meandering  among  green 
and  pleasant  pastures,  till,  about  half  its  course 
being  completed,  its  whole  character  is  suddenly  and 
entirely  changed  ;  ail  is  roar,  and  rush,  and  ripple, 
and  sparkle,  and  the  stream  dashes  away  from  pool 
to  rapid,  and  from  rapid  to  pool,  till,  in  the  town 
of  Ballyshannon,  it  thunders  over  a  dark  black 
ledge  of  limestone  rock,  and  is  lost  in  the  deep  salt 
sea  below. 

J ust  at  the  point  where  this  change  takes  place 
is  situated  the  little  village  of  Belleek,  renowned 
in  Cromwell's  wars,  and  still  protected  by  a  small 
pentagonal  star  fort,  which  he  built  here  to  protect 
the  passage  of  the  river. 

Belleek  is  neither  cleaner,  nor  tidier,  nor  less 
ruinous  than  Irish  villages  in  general,  but  it  is 
much  more  pretty  and  picturesque  than  most  of 
them.  The  roaring  river,  here  compressed  within 
a  very  narrow  channel,  is  spanned  by  one  of  those 
pointed  bridges  which  our  ancestors  were  so  fond 
of,  beautiful  to  look  at,  but  giving  its  passengers 
the  full  benefit  of  a  supplementary  and  particularly 
steep  artificial  hill.  Full  in  front  are  the  falls  of 
Rose  Isle,  and  above  them  the  pretty  little  rocky 
islet  itself,  with  its  half-dozen  feathery  ash  trees 
and  its  ivy- covered  fishing-lodge. 

Time  was  when  the  evening  merriment  of  the 
jolly  fishermen  had  been  heard  from  this  lodge,  far 
above  the  plashing  of  the  rapid  and  the  roar  of  the 
falls ;  but  those  times  had  long  gone  by,  and  the 
green  slimy  walls  were  cracked  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom  ;  the  clay  floors  were  in  holes,  the  roof  ;  like 
Ossian's  apparitions,  permitted  the  stars  to  shine 
through  ;  and  the  picturesque  little  building,  having 
passed  through  the  vicissitudes  of  a  convent,  a 
barrack,  a  fishing-lodge,  and  a  police-station,  now 
bade  fair  to  become  as  picturesque  a  ruin. 

The  scene  of  action  had  been  removed  to  what  in 
England  would  have  been  called  the  village  public- 
house,  but  which,  in  \  irtue  of  its  being  situated  in 
Ireland,  rejoiced  in  the  style  and  title  of  "  hotel." 

And,  in  truth,  the  hotel  was  not  without  its  pre- 
tensions either  ;  true,  its  floors  were  but  of  mud, 
and  its  thatch  not  of  the  newest  nor  the  most  water- 
tight, but  it  was  the  only  house  in  the  whole  village 
that  could  boast  a  storey  above  the  ground-floor ; 
and  looking,  as  it  did,  full  and  confidently  up  the 
street  it  bore,  after  all,  a  somewhat  grand  and 
imposing  appearance.  ' 

It  was  at  the  close  of  a  wild  and  stormy  day  in 
July  that  two  men  were  sitting  over  a  bright  turf 
fire  in  the  upper  room  of  this  hostelry :  the  one  a 
jolly,  redfaced,  baldheaded  English  squire,  the  other 
a  well-dressed,  not  to  say  dandified,  young  fellow 
with  a  pleasant  and  gentlemanlike,  but  withal 
somewhat  vacant,  expressio.i  of  countenance. 

They  neither  of  them  seemed  the  most  appropriate 
figures  for  such  an  interior,  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  what  had  brought  them  there,  for  one  whole 
side  of  the  great,  rambling,  low-roofed  room  was 
fitted  up  with  brackets,  and  on  these  were  rancred 
at  their  full  length  every  variety  of  fishing-rod 
invented,  from  the  great  twenty-foot  cartwhip- 
looking  affair  from  Ellis  Quay  to  the  light,  elegant 
trout  rod  from  Bell  Yard,  while  on  a  sort  of  side- 
table,  hastily  run  up  of  unplaned  deals,  lay,  "  in 
wild  confusion  tost,"  reels,  gaffs,  baskets,  pike- 
litches,  fly-books,  material-books,  cross-lines,  and 
otters — all  the  paraphernalia  of  fair  and  unfair 
fishing. 

Across  the  room,  and  dividing  it  into  two  unequal 
parts,  was  stretched  a  dingy  red-and-white  checked 


curtain,  which,  as  it  waved  to  and  fro  in  the  currents 
of  wind  that  chased  each  other  round  the  smoke- 
stained  walls,  disclosed  short  glimpses  of  two  low, 
curtaiiiless  beds,  one  of  which,  owing  to  the  in- 
equality of  the  floor,  was  standing  with  one  foot 
raised  as  in  the  act  of  advancing.  A  herald  would 
have  described  it  as  a  bedstead  passant. 

The  light,  which  was  failing  fast,  was  admitted 
through  three  low  latticed  windows,  so  scientifically 
arranged  as  to  secure  a  thorough  draft  of  fresh  air, 
and  plenty  of  it,  blow  the  wind  from  which  quarter 
it  would,  and  at  this  present  moment  the  eddying 
and  irregular  blasts  of  a  fierce  south-wester  were 
dashing  the  rain  against  them  in  intermitting 
torrents,  just  as  if  someone  outside  had  been 
flourishing  about  the  spout  of  a  fire-engine. 

The  table  had  been  for  some  time  laid  for  dinner, 
and  the  younger  man  of  the  two,  whom,  for  dis- 
tinction sake,  we  will  call  the  Scholar,  had  already 
begun  to  evince  as  much  impatience  and  fidgetiness 
as  was  consistent  with  his  very  good-humoured 
countenance,  when  the  sudden  tapping  of  the  long 
rods  against  the  outside  of  the  window  announM 
the  arrival  of  those  for  whom  they  had  been  waiting, 
and  laughing,  chattering,  stumbling  up  the  dark 
staircase,  and  disencumbering  themselves  of  their 
wet  mackintoshes,  the  Parson  and  the  Captain 
entered  the  room. 

"  What  on  earth  have  you  been  doing  all  this 
time  ?  "  said  the  Squire.  "  You  did  not  expect  that 
any  salmon,  who  had  the  least  regard  for  his  own 
health  or  respectability,  would  be  out  on  such  a 
day  as  this  ?  " 

"  Not  a  wise  one,  certainly,"  said  the  Parson, 
diving,  as  he  spoke,  under  the  curtain  to  get  at  his 
dry  clothes,  "  but  Pat  Gallagher  says,  philosophi- 
cally, that  there  is  always  a  fool  to  be  met  with 
everywhere— and  we  have  met  with  a  good  many. 
Do  you  smell  nothing  yet  ?  Anne  and  Sally  are 
cooking  salmon-steaks  enough  to  provision  a  gar- 
rison." 

Indeed,  the  savoury  smell  of  the  broiling  salmon 
had  already  begun  to  ooze  through  the  ill-laid  floor, 
the  cracks  in  which  were  so  wida  that  one  could 
almost  reconnoitre  from  above  the  operations  of 
the  kitchen  beneath.  And  in  a  shorter  time  than 
could  be  conceived  possible,  the  whole  party  in 
their  dry  fishing  jackets  and  trousers  were  seated 
round  a  table  heaped  with  every  variety  of  mountain 
luxury,  of  which  the  pink  flakes  and  snow-white 
curd  of  the  fresh-caught  salmon  formed  by  no 
means  the  least  important  ingredient. 

Far  too  sharp-set  were  the  fishermen  to  waste 
much  time  in  talking  during  the  progi-ess  of  the  meal 
—a  stray  joke,  a  brief  reply,  or  a  good-humom-ed 
nod  was  all  that  passed  between  them,  till  at  last 
they  drew  their  chairs  round  the  joyous  turf  fire; 
that  blazed  cheerily  on  the  hearth,  glancing  on  the 
wet  rods  that  hung  in  their  brackets,  and  glittering 
in  the  rain  drops  which  coursed  each  other  down 
the  panes  of  the  windows. 

' '  Well,  Parson,  how  many  tails  have  you  tui-ned  ?  " 
said  the  Scholar,  who,  being  new  on  the  river,  spoke 
carefully  the  most  correct  of  fishing  slang— more 
Attic  than  the  Athenians. 

'  Two,"  said  the  Parson,  "the  fine  141b.  salmon 
you  have  just  eaten  and  a  good  graul*  which  I 
left  at  the  fish-house  ;  but  after  the  squally  weather 
came  on  the  Captain  beat  me  out-and-out.  I  am 
but  a  fine-weather  fisherman  after  all ;  I  cannot 
force  out  a  line  as  he  does.  But  what  have  you 
been  about  yourselves  ?  It  strikes  me  that  I  saw 
an  empty  larder  as  I  passed  through  the  kitchen 
just  now." 

"  Not  a  tail — not  a  rise- -and  yet  I  was  fishing  in 
the  most  promising  place  of  the  whole  river ;  a  fine 
open  pool,  contracted  towards  the  lower  end  by  a 
ruined  eel-weir,  and  breaking  away  into  a  thundering 
rapid.  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  was  that  I  rose 
nothing.  It  is  a  most  lovely  place,  too,  for  a  senti- 
mental poet  or  romancer,  sm-rounded  with  rocks, 
and  feathering  trees,  and  hanging  banks,  with  a 
beautifully  smooth,  level  sward  of  turf  near  the 
stream— just  the  very  place  for  a  water-nymph, 
'  shut  out  from  the  world  and  secluded  from  the 
gaze  of  man.'  There  is  not  a  place  from  which 
you  can  see  it  except  from  the  high  rocks  above 
the  Captain's  Throw,  "f 

"  And  I  do  believe,"  broke  in  the  Parson,  "  that 


From  Newland  s  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  itsKIy  FishinK," 
a  <lelirtlitful  anil  scarce  work. — El).,  F.G. 


*  (/raiil.  called  in  the  north  a  grilse  and  on  the  .-Shannon  a 
peel  ;  a  salmon  that  has  made  but  one  sea  voyage,  known  by 
his  single  row  of  teeth. 

t  Salmon  will  rise  only  in  particular  depths  oT  water,  which 
must  he  neither  too  deep,  nor  too  rapid,  nor  too  slow,  nor  too 
shallow  for  them.    These  placesare  tethnicallv  ealled  •'  throws 
and  frequently  bear  the  name  of  some  eminent  tlsherman  ' 
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he  has  been  toiling  all  the  clay  at  the  Enchanted 
Thvow.  ^Vhy,  niy  honest  and  painstaking  novice, 
you  might  have  flogged  from  this  till  Doomsday 
without  rising  a  fish  there — the  place  is  cursed. 
Have  you  never  heard  of  St.  Columba?  " 

"  No,"  said  the  Scholar ;  "  what  of  him '?  and 
what  has  he  to  do  with  the  fishing  '?  " 

••  Why,  for  the  matter  of  that,  St.  CoUnuba  is 
the  patron  saint  of  the  salmon,  and  many  a  good 
turn  has  he  done  them.  For  instance,  at  Rose 
Isle,  where  you  lost  that  fine  fish  yesterday,  instead 
of  the  two  falls  you  see  now  there  once  was  but 
one  step  from  the'  top  to  the  bottom,  and  you  may 
easily  conceive  that  no  fish  that  ever  was  spawned 
could  take  the  leap.  But  the  tender-hearted  saint, 
grieving  at  their  fruitless  toil,  and  pitying  their 
battered  sides  as  they  fell  back  into  the  whirling 
cauldron  below,  prayed  away  a  good  piece  of  the 
rock,  and  gave  them  that  easy  comfortable  staircase 
which  you  see  this  day.  In  good  truth,  St.  Columba 
was  a  very  worthy  saint  when  his  bristles  were  not 
un,  but  Irish  saints  are  apt  to  be  peppery,  and  I 
sure  -Tob  himself  could  not  be  expected  to  s'tand 
the  loss  of  his  dinner.  Still  I  must  confess  that 
the  story  I  am  going  to  tell  is  not  quite  so  mucli  to 
the  saint's  credit  as  the  last  was." 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  Ml  Thursday  nwning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^  ( 55  min.  foi  Kew. 

iU   ,,     „  Putney.  kchii)''^   >•     "  K'chmond. 

45  ,  „  Hammersmith.  ■*°°)80  ,,  „  Tmckenham. 
50   „     „  Barnes.  1 85   „     „  Teddington. 

KXAMPLE  :— If  it  is  high  w  ater  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bru)qe. 


Saturday, 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Nov.  9 
»  10 
»  11 
12 

„  13 
,,  14 

„  15 


Morning. 

.  0.32   

Evening. 

  O..^ 

.    1.  9   

  1.28 

•'  2 

■J  IS     f.33 

.  2.49   

  :i.  5 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks.  —  Pishing  has  of 
course  been  at  a  discount  during  the  week  owing 
principally  to  the  fog,  for  it  has  scarcely  been  possible 
to  see  across  the  river  since  Sunday.  No  sport  what- 
ever has  been  had  at  Kingston.  On  Monday  I 
tried  the  Wraysbury  water  with  Iilr.  Fred  Arthur,  of 
the  K.  P.  S.  We  managed  to  punt  across  the 
river  safely  and  pushed  along  close  to  the  bank,  pass- 
ing through  the  lock.  We  landed  at  the  weir,  which 
we  walked  across.  An  angler  was  pike  fishing  below 
the  weir-pool  for  pike,  using  a  paternoster  and  gudgeon, 
hut  he  had  no  sport,  and  was  only  just  discernible  in 
the  fog.  Then  we  returned  to  the  puiit,  and  reaching  the 
'  island  above  the  weir  we  pushed  across  to  the  reeds  and 
tried  the  pike.  They  were,  however,  not  feeding,  so  we  re- 
turned and  pushed  up  old  Windsor  Weir  stream.  The 
water  was  so  clear  all  the  leaves  on  the  bottom  could  be 
plainly  seen  in  6  feet  of  water.  We  chose  the  deepest 
swim  we  could  find  and  secured  some  small  chub  which 
were  returned  ;  then  we  got  two  dozen  roach  and  dace, 
and  friend  Arthur  got  fast  in  a  heavy  chub  which  ran 
ofi  the  line  like  a  barbel  would.  The  rod  was 
bent  double,  but  the  fish  evidently  was  not 
liroperly  hooked,  for  it  eventually  escaped  and  the 
day's  sport  then  closed.  There  will  be  no  good 
sport  until  after  heavy  rain.  I  much  regret  to 
state  that  owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances, 
Thames  Angling  News  has  had  to  be  dropped.  I  am 
sorry  as  the  paper  was  doing  well. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  again  very  low  and 

clear,  with  little  stream  ;  the  weeds  are  now  quite 
rotten,  it  only  wants  a  good  stream  to  carry  them  and 
the  leaves  away.  Roach  are  still  ofi  thejeed,  only  a 
very  few  have  been  caught.  Mr.  G.  Clements,  out  with 
G.  Arlett  on  Nov.  3,  had  a  very  nice  show  of  perch 
and  one  jack.  Jack  up  to  CJlb.  have  been  taken  here 
at  Sbiplake,  one  of  91b.,  while  at  Hurley  I  hekr  of  one 
weighing  121b.— Stakley  Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— Amongst  the 
roach  snatches  of  suitable  weather  have  been  frequent 
for  angling  during  the  week.  Foggy,  misty  weather 
has  only  induced  the  enthusiast  to  venture  out.  At 
times  he  has  been  rewaided  with  three  dozen  baits. 
All  other  bottom  angling  slow.  All  that  is  now 
required  in  November  is  bright  days.  This  month, 
with  suitable  weather,  has  been  good  on  this  river  of 


late  years.  The  pike,  as  to  sport  through  the  week, 
slowj  with  the  exception  of  two  days,  when  two  and 
three  fish  have  been  secured  to  a  rod  up  to  41b.  This 
fish  has  followed  the  roach  into  their  winter  quarters, 
and  the  bank  angling  clean  they  are  easy  ti  get  at. — 
John  0.  Geokgb,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  rivers  are  very  clear,  but 
fairly  high.  Floating  leaves  in  the  Fowey  and  Camel 
are  all  against  satisfactory  fishing,  but  one  or  two 
salmon  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Goad,  fishing  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Camel,  got  one  of  101b,,  and  Mr.  Brown 
two,  of  91b.  and  111b.  respectively.  There  are  several 
good  fish  right  away  in  the  upper  waters. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Since  the  close  of 
Xhe  season  the  water  has  kept  up  above  the  average, 
and  this  has  brought  more  fish  into  the  river,  but  of 
course  too  late  to  be  of  benefit  this  season.  It  is 
trusted,  however,  that  it  might  be  beneficial  to  early 
fish  spawning.  There  ace  numerous  fish  in  the  pools. 
— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Salmon  are  Still  very  scarce 
between  Carlisle  and  Armathwaite,  and  it  is  now  too 
late  for  a  fiood,  even  if  we  get  it,  to  improve  sport  to 
any  great  extent.  During  the  last  few  days  Mr.  T. 
Bowen  has  killed  three  fish,  two  in  the  Edeuhall  water, 
111b.  and  Sllb.,  and  two  in  the  Eamout,  91b.  and  201b.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Paley,  one  221b.  at  Edeuhall ;  the  Corby  Castle 
keeper,  one  241b. ;  the  Warwick  Hall  keeper,  three 
311b.,  111b.  and  101b. ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Hasting,  one  191b. 
at  Crosby  ;  Mr.  W.  Graham,  one  91b. ;  Mv.  Robert  Bone, 
one  221b  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Barlow,  one  191b.  below  Carlisle. 
Odd  pairs  of  fish  are  spawning  up  in  Westmorland, 
but  most  of  the  fish  are  still  lying  in  the  pools.- 

SiLNER  GREV. 

Ilsk  (Whitby). — The  season  closed  during  the  open- 
ing days  of  the  month, and  without  any  material  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  water  from  an  angling 
point  of  view.  The  waning  season  witnessed  the 
capture  of  one  or  two  fish  which  were  reported  to  bo  of 
average  quality;  the  majority  of  anglers  have,  how- 
ever, experienced  disappointing  results  on  the  upper 
waters.  In  the  tideway  a  few  fish  are  yet  to  be  scon,  as 
the  absence  of  sufficient  water  on  the  weir  precludes  the 
possibility  of  their  reaching  the  higher  waters  at  pre- 
sent. From  the  piers  and  quays  many  sea  anglers  have 
been  casting  the  bottom  line  during  the  past  week,  and 
generally  good  sport  has  rewarded  their  efforts.  On 
Monday  a  fisher  lad  secured  a  good  haul  of  mixed  fish, 
but  unfortunately  below  the  average  size,  whilst  on 
Tuesday  about  two  score  dabs,  whiting,  billet,  etc.,  was 
the  result  of  about  two  hours'  fishing  by  an  amateur 
in  the  proximity  of  the  bridge.  The  cold  weather  has, 
however,  retarded  the  full  force  of  sea  anglers  from 
utilising  the  excellent  opportunities  of  sport  which  are 
provided. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Since  my  last  report 
but  little  has  been  done,  with  the  exception  of  some 
good  pike  fishing.  Messrs.  Prickman  and  CoUey  have 
taken  five  fish  each  in  the  canal,  returning  several 
small  pike  in  their  usual  sportsmanlike  manner.  Mr 
Edie  also  captured  three  pike  near  Topsham,  and  a 
visitor  has  taken  several,  the  largest  pike  scaling  71b. 
Mr.  Jackman  is  again  on  the  war  path,  I  hear,  and  I 
hope  you  will  hear  of  some  of  his  proverbial  big  hauls 
very  soon.  The  best  localities  are  Topsham,  Double 
Locks,  and  the  Lime  Kilns.  The  roach  and  perch 
both  in  the  river  and  canal  are  off  the  north  winds 
and  clammy  cold  fogs  not  being  at  all  conducive  to 
sport.  San  Toy  is  here  this  week  and  it  is  all  the  rage, 
being  up  to  date,  very  amusing  and  interesting. 
Warmer  winds  and  rain  arc  badly  wanted  and  until  we 
get  these  desirable  changes  but  little  improvement  can 
be  looked  for.— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.) 
Angling  this  week  has  been  interfered  with  by  fog. 
The  drains  are  still  wanting  rain  it  is  said,  and  roach 
fishing,  which  ought  to  be  good,  is  but  unremuuerative. 
Owing  to  the  colder  weather  inke  fishing  is  more 
popular.  Some  of  the  best  sport  reported  has  fallen 
to  those  operating  on  the  South  Forty-foot.  Provided 
with  a  good  supply  of  live  bait  there  is  little  fear  of 
the  result.  Pike  have  not  run  large,  though  between 
Swine's  Head  and  Hubbart's  Bridge  there  are  some 
good  ones  in  the  water.  Seldom  have  fish  reached 
futher  than  between  31b.  and  71b.  In  other  districts 
sport  is  only  quiet. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).- Sport  on  the  Idle 
has  fluctuated  a  good  deal.  Some  have  succeeded  in 
getting  hold  of  some  fine  roach,  others  have  failed  in 
banking  fish,  whilst  others  have  scarcely  been  able  to 
find  the  water  for  fog.  Fishing  in  the  fine  and  far  off 
style  with  creed  wheat  has  accounted  for  some 
monster  roach.  One  gentleman  from  Doncaster  got  a 
good  creelful  of  fish  weighing  from  lib.  to  If  lb.  each. 
Several  fair  bags  of  roach  Lave  come  from  such  places 
as  Misson,  Scrooby,  Mattersey,  Bowtry,  and  Newing- 
ton.  Pike  fishing  has  only  been  quiet,  but  dace  like 
roach  have  fallen  to  the  swimming  bait,  chiefly 
maggot. — L. 

Lea.— Fog  and  frost  have  been  experienced  in  the 
Lea  Valley,  and  on  some  occasions  it  has  been  far 
from  pleasant  by  the  riverside.  The  water  is  full  of 
dead  leaves  and  decaying  vegetation,  and  owing  to  the 
continued  absence  of  rain  the  river  is  very  sluggish 


and  clear.  No  good  sport  with  roach  is  reported, 
but  some  more  pike  and  perch  have  been  landed. 
It  is  reported  that  a  fine  pike  of  over  171b. 
has  been  captured  in  the  Broxbourno  district  by 
in  angler  from  the  Borough.  A  few  nice  perch  up  to 
lib.  have  been  secured  at  Ponders  End,  and  dace  up 
to  7oz.  have  been  taken  in  the  Hertford  waters.  Last 
week  a  fine  roach  of  21b.  was  taken  at  Ware  by  Mr. 
Robinson,  the  heaviest  roach  reported  from  the  Lea 
for  some  time.  I  can  hoar  of  no  sport  on  the  Stort  or 
Beane,  both  of  which  are  in  a  very  stagnant  and  foul 
condition. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Ang'ling 
Society's  Waters).— Large  takes  of  pike  have  been  i 
had  here  during  the  week  past,  the  fish,  mostly,  I 
weighing  from  31b.  to  Gib.  each,  several  having  been  ! 
caught  of  the  latter  weight.  The  largest  bag  of  pike  | 
recorded  to  the  keeper  during  the  week  was  151b.,  and 
of  roach  101b.— P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  low  and  clear  and  a  good  fall 
of  rain  would  be  welcome  to  refresh  the  rivers.  The 
weather  this  week  has  been  very  bad  and  against 
anglers  getting  out,  and  since  Monday  scarcely  an 
angler  has  bceu  out.    The  weather  has  been  foggy  and  . 
anglers  would  not  venture  out ;  before  Tuesday  there  j 
had  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out,  and  the  grayling* 
were  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  nice  lots  taken.    With  . 
fine  weather ^port  should  be  good  next  week  with  fly. 
The  Pinsley  is  clear. — Gwvnne.  i 
ItVLgg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley   (Kingsland).— I 
No  alteration  in  the  state  of  the  rivers;  they  are' 
extremely  low  and  clear,  yet  grayling  are  rising  freely; 
when  the  day  is  at  all  favourable.    For  three  or  four 
days  dense  fogs  have  prevailed,  and  on  Tuesday  night 
very  sharp  frost,  forming  ice  on  stagnant  waters  in  the 
rivers  and  on  their  sides,  was  followed  by  a  beautiful 
bright  day  (Wednesday).    The  night  has  set  in  cold, 
with  return  of  fog.    Flies  as  stated  last  week,  with  the 
addition  of  the  Iron  Blue.    Not  much  doing  bottom 
and  mid- water  fishing.    Prospects  for  sport  in  the 
coming  week  at  time  of  wilting  are  good.    Wind,  E. ; 
glass  high ;  dry,  cold,  and  foggy.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— Foggy  weather  since 
Saturday  last,  bat  it  has  cleared  off  to-day  (Wednesday), 
and  several  gentlemen  been  out  after  the  jack.  The 
wind  being  now  (Wednesday)  west  here,  and  it  looked 
just  the  day  for  sport,  several  decent  lots  of  small  fish 
were  brought  in,  the  largest  being  .51b.  by  Mr.  MacNae, 
of  Cambridge. — A.  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  weather  still  continues  beautifully  fine, 
and  with  sharp  frosty  nights  grayling  fishers  are  now 
in  the  very  seventh  heaven.  These  fish  are  now  in 
good  condition,  and  many  nice  specimens  are  taken 
from  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Tanat,  as  well  as  in  the 
Vyrnwy  in  the  vicinity  of  Llanymynech.  On  Satur- 
day (Nov.  2)  the  Tanat,  from  Llanyblodwel  dovvn- 
wards,  was  of  precisely  the  colour  of  London  milk 
before  Adulteration  Acts  were  invented.  This  was 
found  to  be  owing  to  some  operations  connected  with 
the  new  light  railway  now  in  course  of  construction 
up  the  Tanat  Valley.  When  this  line  is  finished- 
in  about  two  years  —it  will  be  a  very  great  boon,  to 
Tanat  anglers.— VvRNwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  All 
waters  are  now  in  good  order  for  pike-fishing.  Frosts 
in  the  early  mornings  have  been  experienced,  followed 
by  dense  fogs,  and  breaking  away  later  in  the  day. 
Roach  and  dace  are  quite  off  feed,  but  pike  are  well 
in  evidence.  Mr.  Snelgrove  had  a  well-shaped  fish 
from  the  Ouse  at  Isfield  weighing  81b.  loz.,  smaller 
ones  were  also  taken.  A  pike  of  6|lb.  and  one  of  51b. 
are  notified  me  from  the  Fletching  district  above  the 
mill.  The  Cuckmereand  Adurare  fishing  indifierentl} 
at  present.  Chichester  Canal  has  yielded  a  few  pike. 
The  heaviest  was  taken  near  Birdham  Bridge,  and 
weighed  6f  lb.  Bank-runners  are  here  very  much  in 
evidence,  and  with  live  gorge  the  fish,  however  small, 
have  no  chance.  The  wind  as  I  write  is  southerly, 
with  every  sign  of  rain. — George  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  cold  and  frosty 
up  to  Tuesday  when  a  thick  fog  settled  on  the  district, 
followed  at  night  by  fifteen  degrees  of  frost  and  a  clear 
morning,  which  did  not  last  long  as  the  fog  has  settled 
again ;  there  is  little  prospect  of  any  sport  beiny 
had  whilst  that  is  about  as  anglers  will  not  go  out, 
although  grayling  are  said  to  move  better  in  fogi 
weather ;  the  best  baits  at  that  time  are  grasshopper 
-and  maggot.  Before  the  fog  angling  was  fairly  brisk, 
and  grayling  were  well  on  the  feed  and  rising  well, 
and  a  good  few  rods  were  out.  The  best  flies  to  use, 
when  the  weather  clears,  are  the  Red  Tag  Green 
Insect,  Orange  Tag,  Willow,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Red 
Palmer,  Wiokham,  and  Hare's  Ear.  Some  very  nice 
dishes  of  fish  were  taken  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
Bottom-fishing  has  been  quiet.  Pike- fishing  has  beea 
tried  with  live  bait,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  ha"d. 
The  prospects  for  sport  are  good  if  the  fog  clears  olf. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
low  and  clear,  and  angling  in  them  is  at  a  standstill 
this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 
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Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  ruuning  low  and 
clear,  but  in  fairly  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
since  Monday  has  been  bad  for  anglers  to  get  out 
owing  to  tlie  fog,  and  it  has  been  very  raw  cold  ; 
little  fishing  has  been  done.  Before  the  fog,  angling 
was  fairly  brisk,  and  a  good  number  of  rod^  were  out"^ 
and  used  Rod  Tag,  Red  Palmer,  Green  Insect,  Hare's 
l*;ar,  and  Silver  Dun,  and  some  nice  lots  of  grayling 
were  landed.  With  the  fog  gone,  the  prospects  of 
sport  on  this  part  will  be  good,  but  little  will  be  done 
as  long  as  it  remains.  Pike  fishing  in  the  upper  water 
has  been  successful  with  minnow. — Worcester. 

Witbam, etc.  (Mid  and  North  I<incolnshire).— 
The  weather  has  had  a  marlred  effect  on  the  visitors  to 
the  Witbam.  Fogs  since  Saturday  have  been  pretty 
general.  It  is  said  the  river  wants  a  refresher  as  the 
rains  so  far  have  failed  in  removing  the  staleness 
caused  by  the  drought.  Some  fine  takes  have  been 
reported,  but  on  the  whole  fishing  is  worse  than  for  years 
past.  To  catch  fish  has  been  a  skilful  effort.  A  Lincoln 
angler  the  other  day,  with  unlimited  patience,  caught, 
by  means  of  yellow  paste,  a  nice  lot  scaling  121b.  Pike 
fishing  has  had  rather  the  advantage.  Both  live  bait 
and  spinning  have  been  successful  about  Anton  Gowts 
and  the  swims  below  Dogdyke.  Worm  fishers  have 
secured  a  few  fine  perch,  and  tench  have  also  come  to 
hand,  but  taking  the  latter  is  about  coming  to  an  end. 
The  drains  about  Boston  have  yielded  a  few  fish,  and 
a  iiioe  dish  of  perch  was  got  with  worm  at  Richardson's 
Bridge.  Now  and  again  anglers  have  succeeded  on  the 
.  Bargate,  but  catches  have  chiefly  fallen  to  local  men. 
— Luci. 

■Wye  and  Derwent  (Der'byshire).— These  rivers 
are  yet  low,  and  have  been  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing 
during  the  past  week.  The  best  time  is  frorn  11  a.m. 
to  3  p.m.  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  rise  of  the 
fly  varies  according  to  the  temperature  of  the  weather, 
and  the  fly  is  seldom  on  the  water  more  than  an  hour 
in  the  above-mentioned  time.  The  weather  has  been 
very  foggy,  and  we  have  only  got  a  glimpse  of 
the  sun  for  a  very  short  time  for  several  days. 
Sharp  frosts  for  two  or  three  nights,  the  thermometer 
registering  twelve  degrees  of   frost  on  Wednesdav 

-  morning.  A  few  nice  grayling  have  been  caught 
bottom  fishing,  using  maggots  and  worms  for  bait. 
These  have  been  taken  on  the  Derwent  as  a  nice  wood- 
land water  has  been  on  this  river  for  several  days, 
and  as  it  is  clearing  from  the  recent  rains  the  prosxject 
is  favourable.  Useful  fles  :  Whirling  Dun,  Apple 
Green,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Red  Tag,  Red  and  Grey  Quills, 
Black  Gnat,  and  Furnace  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Sec. 
Yorks). — Residents  on  the  banks  of  the  upper  waters 
of  our  rivers  know  little  of  the  dense  fogs  that  have 
enveloped  the  low-lying  country,  and  bevond  an  hour 
or  two's  visit  of  this  unpleasant  element  "the  Yoredale 
fishermen  have  experienced  little  inconvenience  from 
it.  Although  not  remarkable  for  numbers  I  have 
killed  some  very  satisfactory  baskets  of  grayling 
during  the  week  with  the  fly.  I  stick  to  fly  yet  as  it 
gives  better  results  than  either  worm  or  gentle ;  the 
favourites  with  me  have  been  Miller's  Red  Tag  and 
Dark  Needle.  I  never  miss  having  one  of  the  latter 
on  my  cast  up  to  the  end  of  the  season;  it 
IS  the  only  fly  that  has  hatched  out  with 
any  freedom  since  the  frost  set  in  until  this 
afternoon  (Wednesday),  when  I  found  a  considerable 
number  of  olive  and  other  duns  on  for  so  late  as 
Nov.  6.  "Jim"  Blades  keeps  having  fair  sport,  and 
amongst  others  that  cannot  complain  are  the  Rev.  J 
Murphy  and  the  Rev.  Sutton  Patterson,  of  West- 
mmster.  The  latter  gentleman,  amongst  other  fish, 
had  one  considerably  over  a  pound  yesterday,  on 
which  day  Cayley,  the  North  Country  jockey,  sent  me 
up  a  fine  specimen  of  a  Yore  pike  for  preservation.  It 
is  a  beautiful  female  pike,  measuring  36  inches  in 
length,  16  inches  girth,  and  weighs  121b.  This  is  the 
second  big  pike  Cayley  has  caught  in  the  Yore  in  a  short 
time  and  the  twenty-seventh  fish  he  has  killed  within 
a  few  weeks  on  the  same  gut  trace  which  he  says  is 
still  as  good  as  new.  The  streams  at  Clifton,  Masham, 
Ripon,  Roeclifie  and  Boroughbtidge  has  been  visited 
by  a  fair  number  of  rods  hailing  from  Leeds,  York, 
and  Harrogate.  At  Masham,  sport  amongst  the 
grayling  has  been  fair.  One  or  two  good  baskets  have 
bten  made  with  the  worm  and  maggot.  On  Nov.  2 
Messrs.  Start,  Allanson,  Moxon,  and  others  did  fairly 
well  with  fishing  the  worm  and  maggot.  Close  to  Ripon 
one  or  two  fine  baskets  of  grayling,  dace,  and  perch  are 
recorded .  Considering  the  fogs  the  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Wharfe  at  Tadcaster  and  Ulieskelf  has 
been  followed  by  fair  results,  the  maggot  being  the  best 
bait,  and  at  the  former  place  now  that  the  water  is  in  fine 
condition,  pike  fishing  should  he  followed  with  more 
success  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  Several 
anglers  have  visited  this  river  at  Copmanthorpe  and 
Ryther  ;  sport  has  been  good  amongst  the  roach  and 
dace,  several  baskets  ranging  from  121b.  to  141b.  of 
fish  have  been  got  chiefly  with  the  maggot  On 
Monday  (Nov.  4),  Mr.  H.  Gunnee  secured  a  fine 
basket  of  roach  and  dace,  weighing  close  upon 
201b. ;  Mr.   H.   Collier    also    had  excellent  sport, 

-his  basket  weighing  close  upon  141b.;  the  maggot 
has    accounted    for    most    of    the    fish.  The 


upper  reaches  are  low  and  angling  has  been  rather 
quiet ;  a  few  rods  have  been  out  in  the  district  of 
Appletreewick  and  Burnsall,  sport  has  only  been 
moderate,  and  catches  of  no  note  have  been  reported. 
What  grayling  have  been  caught  have  run  stmAl ;  the 
fly  has  accounted  for  a  few  fish  in  the  afternoon 
between  two  and  four  o'clock.  The  best  flics  have 
proved  to  be  the  Red  Tag,  Bradshaw's  Funcy,  Blue 
Hawk,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and  Dark  Needle.  The 
districts  of_Harewood,Woodall  Bridge,  Col:ingham,  and 
Wetherby  have  been  visited  by  a  few  rods,  the  best 
basket  I  have  heard  of  being  one  of  eight  grayling. 
The  Derwent  at  Malton  is  now  in  good  trim  for  pike 
fishing,  and  this  class  of  sport  should  be  fallowed 
with  success.  Little  angling  has  taken  place  in  the 
Swale  at  Richmond,  or  Catterick,  and  the  roach  and 
pike  fishermen  at  Braferton,  etc.,  have  made  but 
meagre  catches.  The  Nidd  is  in  nice  condition  for 
fly,  and  if  the  weather  should  be  favourable  Miller's 
Dark  Needle  and  Red  Tag,  with  Smoke  Fly,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  Golden  Crow  and  Silver 
Dun  will  kill  grayling  in  this  or  any  river  in  the 
kingdom,— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' Depot, 
V.I,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banffsliire).— The  angling  season  on 
the  river  Deveron,  which  closed  a  week  ago,  was  fairly 
successful  at  the  opening  and  at  the  close,  but  during 
the  summer  months  the  river  was  the  lowest  seen  for 
many  years.    Consequently,  scarcely  a  fish  was  ob- 
tained until  a  change  in  the  water  took  place  towards 
the  end  of  September,  when  the  fishing  improved  and 
was  very  productive  until  the  finish.    Some  of  the  fish 
recently  caught  have  been     On  the  Blairmore  water, 
on  Oct.  25,  Mr.  Shand  had  four  fish  of  from  71b.  to  141b. ; 
Mr.  Ingram,  two  fish  of  91b.  and  101b.  ;  Mr.  Bartlett^ 
two  fish  of  81b.  and  91b. ;  on  Oct.  29,  Mr.  Thom- 
son, factor,  one  fish,  161b.  ;  on  Oct.  81,  Mr.  Shand 
had  two  fish,  of  61b.  and  91b.;  Mr.  Aberdeen,,  two  of 
91b.  and  161b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  two  of  61b.  and  81b. ; 
and  Mr.  Smith,  a  fish  of  211b.     On  the  Huntly  water, 
on  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Bain  had  one  fish  of  81b. ;  Mr.  Gray, 
two  fish  of  101b.  and  221b. ;  Mr.  Davidson,  two  fish' 
71b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Clark,  two  fish,  81b.  and  91b. ;  Mr. 
Lawrence,  one  fish  of  71b.  ;  on  Oct.  31,  Mr.  Shand, 
one  fish  of  61b. ;   Mr.  McKenzie,  two  fish  of  51b! 
and  171b.;    and   Mr.   Davidson,   two  fish  of  61b. 
and  141b.     On  the  Corniehaugh  water,  on  Oct.  24, 
Lady  Bridge  had  three   fish  of  IGlb.,  171b.,  and 
251b. ;   on  Oct.   25,  Mr.   Porter  had  two   fish  of 
211b.  and  261b. ;  on  Oct.  29,  two  fish  of  211b.  and 
191b.  ;  on  Oct.  80,  a  fl>-hof  211b.,  and  on  Oct.  31,  a  fish 
of  261b. ;  on  Oct.  25  eight  fish  were  grassed  on  the 
Beldornie  water.     On   the   Auchintoul   water  on 
Oct.  31  Mr.  Innes  had  a  fish  of  341b.    On  the  Muiresk 
water  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Castel  had  four  fish  of 
61b.,    151b.,   201b.,    and    221b.      On    the  Forglen 
water  on  Oct.  31  two  rods  had  five  fish,  some  of 
them  scaling  over  801b.    On  the  Dunlugas  water, 
on  Oct.  81,  Mr.  Donald  had  two  fish  of  231b.  and  281b., 
and  on  the  Dufi  House  water  Mr.  Williams  had  a  fish 
of  191b.    During  the  season  fair  sport  has  been  got  on 
the  Dunlugas  water  by  Mr.  Gatehouse;  on  the  Wiglen 
water  by  Mr.  Russell,  who  has  killed  a  number  of  fish, 
several  of  which  were  over  201b.  Lady  Briggs  has  been 
very  successful  as  usual  on  the  Corniehaugh  water, 
her  largest  fish  weighing  351b.    On  the  Invermarkie 
Lodge  water  Mr.  CTuiokshank  had  good  sport.  On 
the  Huntly  Lodge  water  Dr.    Wilson   was  fairly 
successful,  as  was  also  Mr.    Young  on  the  Inver- 
markie   water,    who    had    a    fish    of    251b.,  and 
on  the  Mayen  water  a  number  of  fine  fish  were  killed. 
A  lady  fishing  on  the  Eden  water  had  some  good  sportj 
several  of  her  fish  weighing  161b.  to  251b. ;  on  the  Craig- 
ston  water  Mr.  Woodman  Smith  had  a  number  of  fish 
of  51b.  to  261b. ;  on  the  Avochie  water  the  heaviest  fish 
killed  was  221b. ;  and  on  the  Inverichnie  water,  Mr. 
Young  had  a  fish  of  251b.  ;  on  the  Ardmeallie  section^ 
Sir  Arthur  Clay  had  a  good  many  fish  of  121b.  to  191b. ;' 
and  on  the  Rothiemay  House  water,  Colonel  Forbes 
had  several  fish  of  151b.,  181b.,  and  191b.    The  troucing 
season  was  fairly  successful,  both  sea  and  brown  trout 
were  reported  to  be  plentiful. — H.  W. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  in  fine 
ply  and  fish  are  running  freely  since  the  season  closed. 
On  the  upper  reaches  they  are  taking  to  the  redds.  A 
very  good  spawning  season  is  now  well  assured.  The 
Sauch  pool  on  the  Don  was  netted  on  Monday  and 
several  hundreds  of  salmon  helped  over  the  dykes. 
Many  dead  and  dying  fish  are  being  taken  out  of  the 
lower  pools.  Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery 
Board,  has  secured  about  one  million  ova  for  his 
hatchery  at  Drum.    He  found  plenty  of  ripe  fish  on 


Grayling  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattern' 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Jliller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  e.-cperience.  Sample  dozen  Flies 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2.s.  Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  Is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Ma'girot  Hooks 
Is.  per  dozen.  "Pritfs  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  12s  6d' 
"Grayling,  and  Huw  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  6d.  '".Jackson's 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  Ts  6d  —J  E 
Miller  (Telephone  2001),  Northern  AnKlers'  Depot  19  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  ;  "  Piscator,  Leeds  " 


the  upper  feeders  of  the  Dee.  During  the  closing  davu 
of  the  season  Canon  Murdoch  creeled  five  fish  on  the 
upper  Drum  water,  scaling  81b.  to  291b.,  while  Mr. 
Bond  had  four,  of  181b.,  201b.,  221b  ,  and  251b.  On  the 
Culter  section,  Lady  Gwendoline,  daughter  of  Lord 
Onslow,  landed  a  fine  fish  of  201b.,  which  was  sent  to 
the  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain.  On  the  Kincardine 
O'Neil  only  ten  fish  wore  landnd  for  the  back-end 
season,  where  two  hundred  are  usually  got.  This 
shows  llie  poverty  of  the  spa-on.  On  the  Don,  Mr. 
Kmslie  had  three  fine  fish  during  the  closing  days,  of 
161b.,  IKlb  ,  and  221b.  The  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock- 
fishers  closed  their  season  on  Saturday  last.  It  was 
one  of  the  best. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland— Only  a  few  more  days  remain 
of  the  rod-fishing  on  the  liorder  rivers.  Thursdny, 
Nov.  14,  will  see  the  end  of  the  angling  season  on  the 
Annan,  Nith,  and  the  Solway  Derwent.    Since  last 
week,  quite  another  change  in  the  extraordinary 
weather  of  this  back-end  has  come  about.  On  Monday, 
Nov.  4,  there  was  a  hard  frost,  and  dense  fog  has  pre- 
vailed all  this  week.    It  was  anticipated  that  salmon 
would  rise  more  freely  with  the  snap  of  frost  and 
the  more  settled  conditions  of  the  weather.    On  a^w 
of  the  best  casts  there  has  been  but  a  slight  imprJ^- 
inent  compared  with  last  week,  and  a  number  of 
anglers  have  now  broken  their  long  spell  of  bad  luck 
of  this  autumn  by  killing  a  fish  or  two.  Floating 
leaves  have  been  a  source  of  trouble  since  Monday, 
and  it  is  curious  to  observe  that  when  there  arc 
many  floating  leaves  salmon  as  a  rule  come  short. 
There  have  been  several  good    fish    hooked  and 
lost   during    the    past    few    days    in    the  Annan 
by     being    lightly    hooked    with    the    fly.  On 
the  lower  reaches  the   sport    has  been    most  dis- 
appointing, though  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  middle  stretches.     The  Annax.  -The  Hoddom 
portion  was  closed  to  ticket-holders  on  Nov.  1,  the 
proprietor  reserving  the  remaining  thirteen  da}'s  of 
the  fishing  for  his  guests  and  private  friends.    In  the 
Murraythwaite  water,  Mr.  W.  Thorburn  killed  a  good 
fish  of  231b.,  and  on  Nov.  2,  in  ]\Iount  Annan  water,- 
one  of  like  weight  was  caught.    The  best  sport  was 
had  on  Monday  (Nov.  4).    In  Craigdale  stream,  Mr. 
A.  Macionald,  keeper  for  Mr.  Lees,  Northfield,  killed 
a  beautiful  clean-run  fish  of  ISlb.,  and  lost  another. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  the 
propriet  or,  killed  two  of  IS.^lb.  and  8^1b.  with  Grey 
Turkey  fly  in  the  back  of  the  Wood  po"ol.    These  are 
the  only  fish  Mr.  Dirom  has  killed  this  back-end. 
On  the  same  day,  in  the  Upper  Mount  Annan 
water,  Mr.  W.  Carriok  killed  one  of  161b.  in  the 
Flat  water  of  Luce,  and  hooked  and  lost  another. 
Mr.  Wilson,  Kirkconnel  Hall,  hooked  two  and  lost 
them  both,  and  Andrew  Bell  lost  one  in  the  back  of 
the  Wood  pool.    On  Tuesday,  in  the  Flat  water  of 
Luce,  Charlie  Robson,  keeper  for  Mr.  Rutherford,  M.P., 
killed  a  beautiful  fish  of  291b.,  and  hooked  and  lost 
another.     Although    six  or  seven   rods  were  out 
on  Mount  Annan  on  Tuesday,  the  291b.  fish  was  the 
only  one  killed  for  that  day.    In  Hoddom  Castle 
water  on  Monday,  the  keeper,   Tom  Reid,  killed 
one  of   201b ;  the  keeper,  A.  Dalziel,  had  one  of 
171b.,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  Hallguards,  killed  two  of  161b. 
and  151b.    On  Tuesday,  in  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr. 
R.  L.  Cowan  had  one  of  201b.,  and  the  keeper,  Reid,  one 
of  241b.  out  of  Scales  pool.    In  the  Duke's  pool  of  this 
water,  as  also  in  the  Bridge  pool,  many  salmon  have 
been  seen  rising,  but  they  have  been  dour  on  the  fly. 
One  was  caught  in  Hoddom  water  with  spoon  bait. 
In  the  Castlemilk  water  the  sport  has  not  been  of 
much  account  this  week.    Odd  fish  were  reported  to 
be  landed  on  Nov.  4.  In  the  Four  Towns  water,  below 
Shillahill  Bridge,  Mr.  Henry  Boyd,  Lockerbie,  killed 
one  on  Nov.  1  with  worm  bait.    One  was  caught  in 
the  Halleaths  water,  and  several  other  salmon  were 
taken  in  the  Pour  Towns  reaches.    In  the  Wamphray 
water  one  of  201b.  was  caught  on  Nov.  6.   Not  a  single 
salmon  has  been  taken  in  the  Jardine  Hall  water 
this  season.  In  the  Dinwoodie  stretch  of  the  river  few 
fish  have  been  landed  this  back  end  in  the  portion 
rented  by  Mr.  Smith  of  Cragielands.    The  I\Io£fb,t  and 
Beatlock  waters  are  now  too  low  for  successful 
salnaon    angling    with    fly.      The  Murraythwaite 
portion,    as     also     the     Dormont    waters,  have 
not  been  doing  at   all    well    this    week,  though 
there    is  a  fair  show  of   salmon    in    the  pools. 
The  Nith.— In  the  lower  waters  of  the  Nith,  on  Nov.  4, 
Mr.  Joseph  Morley  killed  one  of  271b.  out  of  the 
Caul  pool.    Mi:  John  Dick,  Maxwelltown,  had  one  of 
121b.  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river,  and  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, Dumfries,  took  one  of  301b.    A  few  odd  salmon 
have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  some  of  the  private 
stretches,  as  also  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  section.  The 
Sanquhar  waters  have  yielded  nothing  this  week 
Ayrshire  Rivers. — The.-e  rivers  closed  their  ang- 
ling last  week.    In  the  Girvan  the  back  end  was  most 
disappointing  to  the  rods,  only  five  fish  were  taken  in 
the  Carrick  Angling  Club  water,  and  the  .\yr  did  not 
do  well.    The  Galloway  Rivers. — Angliiig  closed 
last  week  end  on  all  the  rivers  except  the  Urr  of  Gallo- 
way.   Sport  was  very  poor  during  the  closing  week  as 
the  sport  was  spoiled  by  excessive  falls  of  rain. 
The  Solway  Derwt;nt.— A  number  of  nice  salmon 
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have  been  taken  in  the  Cockermouth  Derweut  witli 
fly,  while  several  have  been  taken  with  the  spoon  bait, 
a  favourite  lure  among  Cockermouth  and  Broughtou 
anglers.  In  the  lower  sections  of  the  Derwent  not 
much  has  been  done.  Two  or  three  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  Workington  part  of  the  river.  The 
reports  from  the  different  waters  show  that  there  are 
plenty  of  salmon  in  the  pools,  but  the  back  end  has  been 
a  bad  rising  one,  salmon  sulking  for  days  together, 
and  even  refusing  to  break  the  surface  of  the  water. 
Later. — In  the  Mount  Annan  water  this  afternoon 
(Wednesday)  Mr.  Dirom's  keeper  killed  one  which 
turned  the  scale  at  291b.  It  was  taken  with  the 
spoon.  In  Hoddom  water  the  keeper,  Dalziel,  took  one 
of  121b.  in  the  Bridge  pool.  The  barometer  is  falling 
a  little  this  evening. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  conditions  have  been  on  the  whole  unfavourable 
for  salmon  fishing  during  the  past  week.  The  river 
has  again  become  low  and  clear  and  the  weather  clear 
and  frosty.  At  Bolside  on  Thursday,  last  week,  Mr. 
W.  Millar  caught  one  salmon  of  141b.,  Lord  Buthven 
had  one  of  161b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Holmes  two  of  121b.  and 
161b.,  and  a  sea  trout  of  121b.  on  Friday.  Mrs.  P.  Davies 
caught  one  salmon  of  181b,  Mr.W.  Millar  one  of  22^1b., 
and  Mr.  R.  Millar  two  of  211b.  and  151b.  on  Saturday 
last.  At  the  Pavilion  Mr.  Stretch  had  one  grilse  of  91b. 
on  Oct.  29  and  a  salmon  of  161b.  On  Nov.  1  Mrs.  Lever- 
son  had  one  of  171b.,  Mr.  Philip  one  of  251b.,  and  on 
the  2nd  one  of  181b.  at  Kutherford.  Mr.  G.  Bland 
caught  one  of  221b.  on  Oct.  22.  Major  Armstrong 
had  three  191b.,  161b.,  and  71b.  ;  Mr.  Bland  two, 
111b.  and  191b.,  and  Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  two,  141b.  and 
151b,,  all  on  Oct.  24.  On  Oct.  25,  Mr.  M.  P. 
Lucas  had  one  of  261b.  and  two  of  IS^lb.  each. 
On  Oct.  28,  Miss  A.  Clarke  had  two  of  19Jlb.  and 
81b.,  and  on  Oct.  30  Mr.  F.  C.  Hunter  Blair  had 
two  of  61b.  and  Sib.,  and  Mr.  J.  Lucas  one  of  81b. 
At  Makerstoun  Mrs.  Davies  caught  one  of  161b.  on 
Oct.  30  and  one  of  151b.  on  Oct.  31.  Mr.  Scott 
McDougall  had  two  of  19Jlb.  and  151b.  on  Oct.  30, 
and  on  Oct.  31  Lord  Euthven  had  also  salmon 
and  a  grilse,  191b.  and  81b,  Lord  Wolverton  on  Nov, 
1  caught  two  salmon,  21^1b.  and  171b,  ;  on  the  2nd, 
four  salmon,  231b,,  221b.,  151b.,  and  111b.,  and  one 
grilse  of  6Jlb. ;  and  on  the  4th,  one  salmon  of  181b. 
Lord  H.  Vane  Tempest  caught  thrse,  SOJlb.,  251b.  and 
181b.,  on  the  2nd,  and  three  salmon,  19^1b.,  171b,  and 
171b. ,  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  each  on  the  4th.  On  Floors 
Upper  water,  Mr.  Francis  Lev  caught  six,  weighing  261b., 
211b.,  171b.,  161b.,  161b.,  and  161b.  on  Oct.  23.  On  Oct. 
24  he  had  seven  salmon,  weighing  261b.,  201b.,  181b., 
181b.,  141b.,  141b.,  and  131b.  respectively,  and  a  grilse 
of  81b.  On  Oct,  28,  he  had  two,  of  251b,  and  191b, ; 
Mr,  and  Mrs,  Ley  -one  of  151b,,  and  Mr,  G,  Ley  two 
salmon  of  231b.  and  161b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  Mrs. 
Ley  had  four  salmon,  weighing  241b.,  221b.,  211b,,  and 
191b.,  and  Mr.  G.  Lev  one  of  101b.  on  Oct.  26.  On 
Oct.  28,  Mrs.  Ley  had  one  of  19Ib.  and  Mr.  G.  Ley 
one  of  241b.  Mr.  F.  Ley  caught  two  salmon  of  231b. 
and  181b.,  and  Mrs.  Ley  one  of  181b.,  on  Thursday 
(Oct.  31).  Mr.  Bell  Irving  had  one  salmon  of  171b.  on 
Friday  (Nov.  1),  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  161b.  and 
one  grilse  of  61b.  on  Saturday  (Nov.  2);  two  of  401b. 
and  251b.,  and  two  grilse  of  71b.  and  81b.  on  Monday 
(Nov.  4),  and  three  salmon,  weighing  261b.,  231b.,  and 
191b.  respectively  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  5). — M.axwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District.—  A  number  of  city  anglers 
were  out  on  the  Woodburn  Dams  on  the  closing  day, 
the  31st  ult.,  and  of  these  Mr.  James  Murray  and  Mr.  J. 
J.  Longhead  were  the  most  successful,  bagging  eighteen 
trout  between  them.  The  season  just  closed  was  a 
fairly  good  one  on  these  waters.  The  honours  go  to  Mr. 
Tom  Smith,  jun.,  who  on  June  10  creeled  five  trout, 
weighing  respectively  61b.  5^oz.,  61b.  IJoz.,  31b.,  Iflb., 
and  Jib.,  total  171b.  lOJoz.  ;  and  on  the  following 
evening  the  same  angler  creeled  four  fish,  £|lb., 
3Jlb.,  IJlb.,  and  i}lb.  These  fine  fish  fell  victims  to  the 
Alexandra  and  Fenian  flies  tied  by  Mr.  Smith.  The 
majority  of  the  livers  is  in  flood.— J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  of  Lough 
Neagh  terminated  on  Oct.  31.  The  pollen  season  on 
the  whole  was  a  fairly  good  one,  and  the  same  applies  to 
the  eel  netting  period.  In  the  past  week  numbers 
of  salmon  passed  from  the  lough  to  the  spawning 
tributaries.  — J.  A.  B. 

Moneycaragh  (co.  Down). — The  Moneycaragh 
ran  down  into  fair  order  for  the  closing  days,  and 
silmon  fishing  was  at  its  best  on  the  closing  day,  the 
31st  ult.  Unfoitunately  this  stream  is  badly  poached 
during  the  close  season.— J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Longrhs  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo).— Both  loughs  are  in  good  order,  and  weather 
fine;  any  angler  now  paying  a  visit  to  Ballina 
would  be  sure  of  meeting  with  some  large  pike. 
Mr.  C.  Walsh  had  three  jack,  91b.,  151b.,  211b.— 
Pat  Hearmes. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  In  various 
departments  of  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane  I.ixi.Iom 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Nov.  15  : — 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tiies. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Tri. 

• 

a.m. 

2.44 
p.m. 

3.  3 

a.m. 

3.22 
p.  m 
3.40 

a.m. 

4.  0 
p.m. 

4.13 

a.m. 

4.28 
p.m. 

4.44 

a.m. 

5.  0 
p.  ni, 

5.16 

a.m. 

5.32 
p.m. 

5.48 

a.ni. 

6.  5 
p  .111. 

6.23 

7.39 
7.57 

8.16 
8.33 

8.51 
9.  8 

9.24 
9.41 

9.58 
10.15 

10.31 
10.47 

11.  4 
11.22 

8.22 
8.40 

8.58 
9.15 

9.34 
9.50 

10.  0 
10.23 

10.40 
10. 5S 

ll.l.i 
11.30 

11,40 

.\l(lelnn-f!;li  

9.  9 
9.27 

9.46 
10.  3 

10.21 
10.38 

10.54 
11.11 

11.28 
11.45 

0.  1 

0.17 
0.34 

Harwich  

10.37 
10.56 

11.15 
11.33 

11.50 

0.  6 
0.22 

0.38 

0:55 

1.12 
1.28 

1.45 
2.  3 

Burnliam-on-  \ 
Crouch/ 

10.48 
11.  7 

11.26 
11.44 

0.  1 

0.17 
0.33 

0.  49 

1.  6 



1.23 
1,39 

1.56 
2.14 

Southend. Sheer-1 
ness  and  Leighj 

11.31 
11.49 

0.  7 

0.24 
0.41 

0.58 
1.15 

1.31 
1.47 

2.  3 
2,18 

2.33 
2.49 

Margate,  Broad-j 
stairs  &  Kams-> 
gate  1 

10.34 
10.52 

11.  3 
11.10 

11.27 
11.44 

0.  1 

0.18 
0.34 

0,50 
1,6 

1.36 
1.52 

Deal  and  Dover,,. 

9.31 
9.51 

10.10 
10.28 

10.47 
11.  5 

11.23 
11.41 

11.59 

0.17 
0.36 

0.54 
1.13 

9.15 
9.35 

9.54 
10.12 

10.32 
10.48 

11.  7 
11.25 

11.43 

0.  1 
0.20 

0.38 
0.57 

Eastbourne  andi 
Brighton  ) 

9.41 
10.  1 

10.20 
10.38 

10.57 
11.15 

11.33 
11.51 

0-9 

0.27 
0.46 

1.  4 

1.23 

9.59 
10.17 

10.34 
ld..50 

11.  7 
11.24 

11.40 
11.56 

0.12 

0.28 
0.44 

0.59 
1.15 

Shoreham    and ) 
Southwick  J 

9.59 
10.19 

10.37 
11.  5 

11.15 
11.33 

11.50 

0.  9 

0.27 

0.  45 

1.  3 

1.22 
1.40 

Portsmouth  and) 
Hayling  Island] 

10.16 
10.34 

10.  .'52 

11.  9 

11.26 
11.42 

11.59 

0.17 
0.34 

0.  51 

1.  8 

1.25 
1.43 

4.24 
4.44 

5.  3 
5.22 

5.40 
5.57 

6.14 
6.30 

6.46 
7.  1 

7,16 
7,32 

7.48 

6.  5 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  had 
here  at  pollack,  whiting,  gurnard,  etc. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — The  weather  here  is .  splendid  and 
good  spoit  is  being  had  at  various  fish,  but 
anglers  have  not  been  much  in  evidence.  Whiting 
appear  to  be  once  more  very  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— On  Oct.  31  we  had  half  a  gale  from  the 
N.E.,  with  quite  too  much  surf  on  for  boat  anglers. 
On  Nov.  1  less  wind  and  sea  moderating,  but  no 
boats  off.  Nov.  2,  fine  sunny  day,  wind  B.,  and  eight 
boats  out  after  silver  whiting,  about  a  mile  off 
Sussex-square.  Nov.  3,  between  twenty  and  thirty  boats 
out  in  the  forenoon  within  a  mile  of  the  Kemp  Town 
shore.  Nov.  5. — About  a  dozen  boats  off.  Large 
catches  of  silver  whiting  have  boen  made  during  the 
past  week.  To-day  (Nov.  6)  we  had  a  dense  fog,  quite 
too  thick  for  anglers  to  venture  off,  although  the  sea 
is  as  calm  as  a  mill-pond. — H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  been  good 
whenever  anglers  have  been  out.  The  weather  may 
be  fairly  termed  glorious,  and  sport  is  expected  to 
continue  good  for  a  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — We  had  most 
delightful  weather  on  Nov.  3,  and  a  great  many  anglers 
took  advantage  of  it  and  were  well  rewarded  with  their 
takes  of  fish.  Mr.  Stringer's  party,  out  with  Cooper 
in  the  Yuluniccr,  caught  379  fish,  consisting  of  large 
whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting.  F.  W.  Stringer  and  his 
brother,  W.  E.  Stringer,  caught  on  the  ebb-tide  early 
on  Nov.  3,  in  the  Ness  Hole,  130  and  125  respectively. 
Some  members  of  the  Central  Club,  out  in  the  Sliam- 
rock  on  the  afternoon  flood,  caught  105,  Matey  Fisher's 
party  270,  Mr.  Cox,  Royal  Hotel,  80,  W.  WooUard's 
party  of  three  152,  and  W.  Yardley's  party  of  two  220. 
Many  locals  and  others  had  good  takes  of  fish.  I 
weighed  several  whiting  scaling  Iflb.  each  and  dabs 
Jib.  Cooper,  self,  and  friend  on  Monday  morning's 
ebb  caught  285  whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting.  J.  Fisher, 
out  with  W.  Cooper,  80  good  fish,  many  small  ones 
they  returned  to  the  water.  Other  anglers  close 
by  them  also  had  good  sport.  On  Nov.  10  the  tides 
will  suit  those  who  come  down  same  day,  as  they  will 
have  most  of  the  ebb-tide,  which  we  find  yield  the  best 
sport. — J.  WriCtHT. 

Deal. — Oct.  31  and  Nov.  1. — Strong  gale,  easterly, 
with  heavy  sea,  which  made  the  water  thick  as  soup. 
Nov.  2.  -  S.E.,  backing  round  to  east,  light  breeze,  and  a 
few  angling  gentlemen  put  out  to  fish.  Messrs.  Symonds, 
Spence,  and  H.  Wood  landed  with  three  score  and  a 
half  of  whiting,  two  codling,  and  one  Lice  crab  ;  Mr. 
Bates,  and  son,  four  score  whiting.  Nov.  3. — Wind 
S.E.,  light;  bright  sunshiny  day;  water  still  very-thick. 
Mr.  Minchin  and  Commander  Groves  (Sec,  B.S.A.S.) 
landed  with  seven  score  and  six  whiting  and  pouting, 
one  dab,  and  one  codling  ;  Mr.  Bates,  and  son,  five  score 
whiting  and  pout  and  two  small  congers ;  Messrs. 
Bonniwell  and  friend  ninety  mixed,  including  two  1 


congers,  one  lobster,  and  twelve  pouting ;  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Spence  two  score  codling,  four  of  41b.  each, 
three  score  whiting,  one  score  pout,  two  small  congers, 
one  large  plaice  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Summers  fifty  whiting, 
twenty  good  pouting,  one  scaling  over  21b,  five  cod- 
ling, and  two  congers ;  Mr,  A,  Percival  and  Mr. 
Robinson  140  whiting,  forty-five  pouting,  eighteen 
codling,  heaviest  31b.  '7oz.,  five  dabs,  one  conger;  Mr. 
George  Herbert  and  party  sixty  mixed,  twenty  codling, 
heaviest  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  N.  T.  Mouthaan,  Mr.  Godfrey 
and  Mr.  Grube,  fifty-three  mixed,  whiting,  pouting, 
and  codling,  very  fair  size;  Mr.  Bowley,  three  score, 
whiting,  pouting,  codling,  conger,  and  dogfish.  Nov. 
4 — Northerly,  light,  with  blue  sky ;  Mr.  Nuun,  with 
two  Miss  Hangers,  five  score  and  six  fine  whiting  and 
pouting,  three  codling,  two  nice  dabs ;  Mr.  Minchin, 
three  score  and  twelve  ;  Mr.  Vail,  six  score  of  whiting 
and  seven  codling  from  lib.  to  2 Jib.,  and  a  few 
dog-fish.  Nov.  5, — N.W.,  light,  with  thick  fog ;  few 
local  fishermen  fished  close  to  shore  and  landed  with 
fair  takes  of  whiting,  and  good  codling.  Nov.  0. — 
N.W.,  light,  with  low  fog  and  sun  shining  brightly ; 
good  takes  of  fish  landed  ;  tides  suit  well  week-end  and 
part  of  next  week.  With  favourable  weather  I  antici- 
pate sport.— Edwd.  Hanger  (Agent,  B, S, A, S.),  Napier, 
Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  present  week  has  yielded 
poor  results,  the  prevailing  neap  tides  rendering  day- 
light fishing  very  unproductive,  though  good  takes 
have  been  made  during  early  mOrning  and  evening 
hours.  The  general  run  of  the  whiting,  however,  being 
small.  On  Nov,  3  pier  anglersincluded  Mr,  A, Burgess,  Mr, 
W,  Burgess,  Mr,  Ruegg,  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Gouzens,  Mr,  J. 
Handley,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr,  Doughty,  Mr,  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Robinson,  but  a  score  of  fish  constituted  a 
good  catch  on  that  day.  The  bright  sunshine  on 
Nov.  4  brought  out,  a  good  array  of  anglers,  with 
some  sixteen  ladies,  including  Miss  Mew,  Mrs.  Brooks, 
Mrs.  Memess,  Miss  Marshall,  Mrs.  Holmes,  Mrs. 
Hussey,  Mrs.  Burrard,  Mrs.  Smythe  and  Mrs.  Dodd, 
Scarcely  a  sizeable  fish  came  to  hand  through- 
out the  entire  day,  but  a  small  codling  hooked 
and  landed  by  Master  Stewart  Norman  was  a 
singular  novelty,  its  lower  jaw  having  been 
almost  entirely  torn  away  and  the  wound  quite 
healed  up.  After  sunset,  however,  matters  quickly 
improved  and  some  very  substantial  catches  were 
made,  chiefly  by  local  sportsmen.  The-  three  rods  in 
evidence  on  Tuesday  morning  early,  during  intense 
frost  found  the  whiting  biting  vigorously,  and 
each  rod  soon  accounted  for  a  decent  bag 
of  fish.  The  remainder  of  the  day  passed  almost 
w^ithout  incident,  barring  an  occasional  dab, 
but  the  night  catch  was  decidedly  good,  and  the 
general  run  of  the  fish  far  above  the  average.  Nov.  6 
opened  well  with  regard  to  sport,  but  the  ebb  tide, 
which  prevailed  until  evening  hours,  yielded  but  poor 
returns.  The  coming  spring  tides  at  the  end  of  the 
present  week  and  beginning  of  the  next  should  prove 
conducive  to  good  pier  angling.— J.  Richardson. 

Dingle. — The  weather  is  now  very  favourable  and 
fine  sport  has  been  had  at  pollack,  whiting,  gurnard, 
etc.  Mackerel,  though  numerous,  have  not  taken 
well.— T.  J.  D. 

Eastbourne. — Last  week  I  had  to  report  good  takes 
of  fish  all  round,  but  barely  had  that  report  been 
despatched  when  up  sprang  a  fierce  easterly  wind, 
with  the  result  that  the  sea  became  very  rough  and 
a  dirty  colour,  lasting  for  three  or  four  days.  The 
rough  weather  has  been  followed  by  bright  and  cold 
weather,  and  the  sea  has  now  fined  down  very  nicely 
and  good  takes  are  being  made  off  Langney  Point. 
Boats  are  Laving  from  two  or  three  score  up  to  eight 
to  ten  score  of  whiting,  dabs,  etc.  A  few  codling  have 
also  been  caught,  and  to-day  (Nov.  5)  I  hear  that  boats 
have  had  some  excellent  catches,  with  several  codling 
as  well,  which  seem  to  be  at  last  coming  in.  Hand- 
liners  and  rqd  anglers  are  also  haviog  fair  takes  from 
the  beach,  whiting,  dabs,  pout,  and  conger  being  the 
principal  fish  caught.  In  spite  of  the  cold  weather 
Allan  Sayers  tells  nre  to-day  tha^,  the  bass  have  been 
seen  in  extraordinary  numbers  off  Beachy  Head. 
They  are  also  about  near  the  pier. — J.  W.  S. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  weather  has  been  quite 
too  windy  during  the  past  week  for  boat  angling,  so 
we  did  a  little  trawling  and  made  some  good  catches  of 
turbot,  plaice,  and  brill.  We  also  took  111b.  of  soles 
and  a  lot  of  dory. — H. 

Plymouth. — The  drift  nets  have  been  having  pretty 
fair  sport,  but  the  weather  has  been  slightly  colder 
during  the  week,  and  this  has  made  the  fish  feed 
better.  The  pier  ang'ers  have  not  been  doing  quite  so 
well  as  the  boat  fishermen  :  these  latter  have  been 
having  some  fair  catches  of  pollack  and  bass.  The 
smelt  are  still  plentiful  at  the  Millbay  Docks.  The 
whiting  boats  are  also  taking  some  very  fine  fish  some 
little  distance  outside  the  breakwater.  I  expect  they 
are  attracted  there  on  accouut  of  the  worms  in  the 
mud  which  is  discharged  from  the  hoppers  from  the 
Hamoaze.  A  few  mackerel  have  been  taken,  but  it 
has  been  a  very  bad  season  f.jr  them,  and  it  has  been 
a  great  loss  to  the  fishermen. — Wit.liam  Heabder 
i  (B.S.A.S.). 
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Rramsg'ate. — Gales  and  fogs  have  sadly  interfered 
with  fishing,  but  on  Nov.  3  the  boats  that  went 
out  had  some  grand  takes  of  whiting  and  codling, 
some  bringing  home  twelve  and  thirteen  score.  On 
Nov.  4  fewer  boats  were  out,  and  the  catches  not  quite 
so  good,  the  best  being  by  a  lady  and  gentleman,  nine 
score,  when  their  bait  ran  out.  From  the  West  Pier 
rods  have  had  fishing  late,  from  a  score  to  a  score  and 
a  half ;  fish  running  rather  small ;  some  eels  have  been 

taken  in  the  Harbour.    Weather  foggy  and  cold.  

Geey  Mullett. 

Valentia.— The  weather  being  all  that  could  be 
wished  for  real  good  sport  has  been  obtained,  the  fish 
had  consisting  principally  of  pollack,  gurnard  and 
whiting.— T.J.D. 

Walmer.— Dense  fog  since  Nov.  3,  but  lifted  to-day, 
and  fair  appearance  of  fine  weather.  Owing  to  this 
fishing  has  been  quiet.  On  Nov.  4  boatman  Richard 
Mercer  landed  a  cod  81b.  The  same  day  boatman 
Pearson  caught  four  score  whiting,  and  H.  Norris 
eight  score  of  same  fish.  On  Nov.  6  boatman  W. 
Axon  hooked  and  landed  off  here  a  splendid  lobster 
weighing  71b.  Water  not  very  clear,  but  glass  stands 
firm. — E.  BuEKE. 

Weymoutli.— The  weather  here  has  not  been  at  all 
inviting.  The  winds  continue  easterly  and  north- 
easterly. The  sea  in  consequence  has  been  very 
choppy.  There  seems  to  be  no  prospects  of  a  great 
change  as  yet.  To-day  (Wednesday)  there  is  a  dense 
foe. — "Sea  Bbeam." 


IReports  from  Glubs. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglees'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G.  —  The  Finance  and 
general  committees  will  meet  at  8  and  8.45  p.m. 
respectively,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  11. — R.  G.  Wood- 

EDFF. 

Allason  United  Beothebs  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gatej 
opposite  Tube  station.— Not  many  fish  weighed  in  on 
Nov.  3.  We  hope  to  fare  better  on  Nov.  10.  We 
have  our  third  match  at  Richmond  :  1  rod,  all  fish, 
except  jack,  pope,  minnows,  and  eels  to  weigh.  We 
meet  at  White  Cross  Hotel,  and  start  by  signal,  cease 
at  5  p.m.  We  have  some  good  prizes  to  compete  for. 
Very  nearly  all  our  members  will  compete  in  Ben 
Abraham's  monster  competition  on  Nov.  24,  at  Rich- 
mond, and  we  hope  to  try  our  luck  and  win  one  of 
the  fifty-one  prizes,  which  includes  four  roach  poles. 
At  the  above  house,  most  of  the  fifty-one  prizes  are  on 
view  for  the  Richmond  competition  on  Nov.  24.  Tickets 
can  be  obtained  at  the  above  house,  Is.  each. — Ben 
Abrahasis. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.- On  Nov.  3  the 
outing  to  Tonbridge  for  four  prizes  was  a  complete 
failure,  we  fish  them  off  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  10.  All 
competitors  must  make  themselves  eligible.  Mr. 
Smart  has  weighed  in  jack.— J.  Chambbes. 

Anchor  and  Hopb  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a^Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — Sea  match  on  Nov.  3, 
when  Messrs.  Jones  and  Connor  were  successful! 
The  weekly  meeting  (Nov.  6)  was  well  attended,  and 
it  was  proposed  to  fish  our  match  on  Nov.  10  at 
Shepperton.— C.  T.  A. 

BATrEESBA  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Bead,  \^andswo^th-road,  S.W.— Our  match  on  Nov.  3 
resulted  as  follows  :  Messrs.  S.  Aplin,  first,  81b.  Coz.  ; 
J.  Wateris,  second,  31b.  y|oz. ;  A.  Addison,  third! 
2lb.  4oz. ;  and  R.  Dring,  fourth,  with  a  specimen 
roach,  lib.  ICf  oz.  The  remaining  prizes  are  to  be  fished 
for  on  Nov.  10  at  Amberley— from  Houghton  Bridge  to 
Timberley  Bridge,  free  side  ;  members  to  leave  by  the 


November  10. 

Allason  United :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Alma  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match'at  Shepperton. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Blenheim  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Roydon. 
Brompton :  Supper  match. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Covent  Garden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Good  Intent :  Xmas  outing. 
Hatoham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Stepney  ;  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
Stockwell :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Sundial :  Outing  to  Bourne  End. 
November  11. 
Anglers'  Association  :  Finance  and  General  Com 
mittees. 

Blenheim  :  Concert  and  reading. 

Stepney:  A.B.S.  concert. 
November  12. 

Anchor  (Kingston) :  Supper  and  concert. 
November  13. 

Golden  Barbel :  Supper. 

Izaak- Walton  :  Match  at  Dagenham. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Match  supper. 
November  14. 

Sundial :  Supper. 
November  16. 

B.S.A.S. :  Pier  competition. 


Nov.  17 
.,  17 
„  1"^ 
„  17 
17 
17 
„  17, 
„  17, 
„  18, 
,.  19. 


19 

19 
19, 
20, 
20, 
20, 
23, 
23. 
24. 
24. 
24. 
24. 
25. 
25. 
27 


. — Brompton  :  Preservation  concert. 
. — Camden  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
. — Colebrook  ;  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
. — Dalston  :  Xmas  outing. 
. — Junior  Pisoatorials  :  Competition. 
. — Original  Alexandra  :  Outing. 
. — Warwick  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 
. — West  Ham  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 
. — Park  :  Annual  supper. 

. — Epsom  :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 

("  Old  Izaak  "). 
. — Gresham :  Microscopical  evening.  Mr.  Bent- 
ley  will  arrange. 
. — Hatcham  Brothers  :  Visit. 
. — Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
. — Izaak  Walton  :  Visit. 
. — Stockwell :  Lantern  lecture. 
,— Walham  Green  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
,  24,  25.— B.S.A.S. :  Competition  at  Deal. 
, — Highbridge  :  Annual  dinner. 
— Ben  Abrahams'  Competition  at  Richmond. 
, — Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 
— Limehouse :  Outing. 
—Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
— Blackfriars  :  Visit. 

Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 
, — Crown  and  Bucklaud  :  Supper. 


8.27  from  Clapham  Junction,  returning  by  the  seven 
o'clock  train.  Mr.  G.  Hemens  weighed  in  a  fine  jack 
of  101b.  15oz. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgeave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.  —  Sport  was  very  indifferent  on 
Nov.  3,  Mr.  Hudson  saving  us  from  a  blank  with  jack. 
Members,  don't  forget  the  match  on  the  Thames  on 
Nov.  10,  no  boundary  ;  further  particulars  can  be  had 
at  the  clubhouse.  Should  like  to  see  a  good  muster 
go  down,  as  we  are  anxious  to  see  those  prizes  which 

still  remain  untaken  from  last  outing  wiped  ofi.  

W.  Payne. 

Bebmondsey  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. —On  Nov.  3  we  recorded 
our  first  blank  of  the  season.  On  Nov.  5  we  received 
our  return  visit  on  the  Central  Visiting  List.  Mr.  W. 
Musgrave  very  ably  occupied  the  chair.  The  following 
gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony :  Messrs.  Jack 
Douglas,  Paddy  Gill,  Jim  Murray,  Fred  Bowes,  Fred 
Bowden,  Alf  Glass,  C.  Arrow, George  Hayes,  G.  Pocock, 
and  several  others.  Twenty-two  clubs  were  represented! 
After  a  short  address  by  Mr.  Wade  a  collection  was 
made  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund,  which 
realised  9s.  Our  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  weighed 
in  a  nice  show  of  chub  on  Nov.  5  (141b.)— C°  G. 
Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.— Since  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed  in  from  Hare- 
field  (club  water) ;  Mr.  C.  Chaplais,  one  roach,  lib.  3oz.: 
Mr.  H.  Wilkins,  roach,  and  Mr.  W.  Yarham,  91b.  of 
roach,  largest  lib.  15oz.,  which  is  the  best  in  up-to- 
date.  I  made  a  mistake  in  date  of  our  sub-match  at 
Windsor,  it  is  Nov.  10,  not  Nov.  17.  The  conditions 
are  Is.  subscription,  open  to  hon.  members ;  boundarv 
from  Town  Bridge  to  Boveney  Lock.  Two  rods  allowed. 
No  live  bait  to  be  taken.  Jack  barred.  Commence 
by  signal  from  Waterman's  Arms  and  meet  at  same 
place  at  5.16  p.m.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster,  as 
we  have  several  fine  prizes.  At  our  concert  on 
Monday  next,  Nov.  11,  our  secretary  will  read  a  short 


paper  entitled  "  Stories  of  our  Club."  We  should  like 
to  see  a  good  attendance,  and  must  hero  thank  Mr. 
Woodward,  Jubilee  Angling  Society,  for  his  interest- 
ing and  amusing  paper  which  he  read  on  Nov.  4  — C 

OHAI'LAIS. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Nov.  3 

P  '  Bn.f  KK^'''  i'"^'^'""!  ^"""^  "'^-^  perch  and  Mr 
i  Boothby,  dace.  The  quarterly  peg-down  match 
akes  place  on  Nov.  10  at  Roydon,  whin  we  fish  for 
three  prizes  under  the  usual  conditions.— T  Pater- 
noster. ■ 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.-Mr.  Cecil  weighed  in  a 
nice  show  of  roach  on  Nov.  3.  I  hope  we  shall  have  u 
good  muster  on  Nov.  10.  All  arrangements  have  been 
made  by  Mr.  Proctor  for  the  catering  part  of  the 
outing,  beveral  prizes  have  been  promised.  8.40  from 
Paddington.— H.  Moore. 

Cambbidge  Heath  Bbothers  Anglinc;  Society 
Ihe  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road! 
Cambridge  Heath.— At  the  last  meeting,  which  was  very 
poorly  attended,  we  arranged  our  usual  Christmas 
outing.  Several  members  responded  to  the  prize  list 
and  the  usual  grant  was  taken  from  the  funds  to  eo 
towards  .same.  The  ordinary  Is.  entrance  fee  will  be 
ciiarged,  and  a  prize  is  guaranteed  to  every  member 
who  competes  in  the  outing.  I  hope  to  see  a  larger 
attendance  next  week  to  make  arrangements  for  sta'tine 
as  time  is  getting  short,  also  to  benefit  the  prize  list 
On  Nov.  3,  the  following  weighed  in  their  respective 
takes :— Messrs.  L.  Stephenson,  C.  Pycroft,  G  Mill- 
ward  G.  Baines,  G.  Webb  (roach),  C.  Drawbridge 
(dace),  and  G.  Alraeroth  (perch).  Mr.  A.  Chappell  his 
been  made  an  hon.  member.— E.  H.  Argent 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.-Like  most  clubs  the  lowness 
and  brightness  of  water  have  made  a  difference  to  our 
shows.  Messrs.  A.  Taylor  had  a  mixed  take  of  fish, 
scaling  8II5.  5|oz. ;  Weller,  a  jack,  31b.  loz. ;  S.  Dykes 
and  Gill  also  having  roach  and  dace.  Our  quarterly 
meeting  is  postponed  until  the  13th  on  account  of  the 
tog.— R.  Marshall. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  to  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society  at  the  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday  eveninc^lNov  5) 
was  a  successful  affair.  Mr.  Musgrave  presided  in  his 
usua  genial  manner,  being  supported  by  quite  a  host 
of  talented  artistes.  Mr.  Ben  Brown  accompanied  on 
the  piano  m  a  masterful  manner,  receivin'^  a  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  his  many  and  varied  selec- 
tions. On  the  roll  call  it  was  found  that  twenty-three 
clubs  were  well  represented.  In  response  to  an  appeal 
the  sum  of  nine  shillings  was  collected  for  the  A.B  S 
tor  which  the  chairman  returned  thanks.  The  next 
visit  will  take  place  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling 
Society,  the  Imperial,  Southwark-street,  near  Black- 
tnarr-road,  on  Monday  (Nov.  25).— W. 
■KTjf^^t^^^^'^  ^ unction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence 
Wmstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Messrs' 
J.  Winter  and  J.  Eyres  weighed  in  roach  and  bream 
^"'^•^J;-  Committee  meeting  to  take  place  on 
Monday  (Nov.  11)  at  nine  o'clock  ;  locality  of  another 
match  to  be  settled  for  Nov.  13,  and  other  important 
business  will  be  brought  forward.— G.  T.  Jamesox 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel    Clapham    Common,   S.W.— Our    outin<^  on 
■n'V  ^  ^^"""^^  °^i°g  t°  the  fog.    The  prizes 

will  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  10.  Open  roving.  All  fish 
to  weigh.— C.  Mc.L. 

CoLLiNGwooD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson 
Nelson-Square,  Blackfriars-road.— On  Nov  3rd  Mr 
r;  t7.'  ^^^^''^  ^""^  "^^ce ;  Mr.  W.  Gooding,  roach  ■ 
Mr.  J.  Dephdge,  on  Oct.  30,  jack.— F.  P.  Sobgf 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms 
Long-acre  W.C.-On  Oct.  27,  Mr.  James  Massey  saved 
us  from  a  blank  with  a  show  of  roach  and  perch.  Our 
match  at  Harlow  turned  out  a  complete  failure,  not  a 
fish  being  caught  between  eleven  members.  It  will  be 
fished  off  at  Windsor  on  Nov.  10,  same  conditions 
All  members  to  go  down  by  the  first  train  from 
vVaterloo,  8.15  a.m.— W.M. 

nT?fj°^^  BucKLAND  United  Piscatorial  Society 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green.  —  At  our  last 
general  meeting  a  resolution  was  passed  to  levy  Is 
on  our  members  for  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  Our" 
annual  supper  will  take  place  on  Nov.  27.— J.  Stead- 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- On  Nov.  3  most  of  the 
members  competed,  at  Harlow,  for  five  prizes  ;  amou<r 
them  was  the  watch  and  chain  presented  bv  Mr  w" 
Elhs,  of  100,  High-street,  Xotting-hill-gate.'  Result 
of  match  :  Messrs.  A.  Lloyd,  1st ;  T.  Davison,  2nd  • 
A.  E.  Morgan,  3rd  ;  F.Wild,  Jth  ;  and  F.  Baldwin,  5th' 
G.  Baker  had  jack,  and  A.  Wild  roach,  from  other 
waters.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a  full  attendance  when 
It  was  decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  should  be 
competed  for  on  Nov.  17,  in  the  Lea,  from  Carthagena 
Weir  to  Ratty's  Lock  ;  boundary.  Members  to  travel 
by  the  8  a.m.  and  9  a.m.  trains  from  Liverpool-street 
— S.  Malby. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.— We  have  had  small  takes  of  fish  for  some 
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TIOKETS. 


ADIXODOS.  B,  Berks,  61 ;  (is.  Sd. 
ADDI.KSTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2il. 
Althokne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
Amberley  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8(i.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 
Ameksham  (Misbourn),  I.  Bucks,  23};  2s  3d 
Ami-thill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  U  ;  4s.  2d. 
Akdleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
AUI.ESEY  (Ivel),  K,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
Asm  RST  (iledway),  i\  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
Al-DLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6jd. 
AYLESBrKY  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  3s.  8d. 
B.\RCO)iBE  Mills  (Ouse)  ¥,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  6d 
Battlesbridge  (Croucli),  A,  Essex,  29  :  2s  4*d  I 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s.  " 
Berkhami'stead  (G..J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s  lid  ' 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
Billericay  (Clielmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 
BlLLINGHl-i;sT  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  Sd. 
Bishop  s  Stortkord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d.  i 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9^d.  ' 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46}  ;  43.  lid 
Bli-NHAM  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  ,5s.  3d.  i 
Bli  STISHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  T4  ;  5s,  2d. 
BOTTISHAM,  A,  Canilis,  (51}  :  .5s.  14d. 
Boi-RNE  End  (TliaiiifS).      Berks,' 28i  ;  3s. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  1'.  Surrey,  22i  ;  2s.  Sd 
Box.MOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24}  ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd  ' 
Brai-ghing  (Rill),  A,  Herts,  30f ;  2s.  Tid. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  S6f ;  7s,  3id. 
Bricket  Woot>  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;'  2s 
Broxboi  rne  (Lea).  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is,  6d 
BrNTlNGFOiU)  (Rih),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lid. 
Bures  (Stour).  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  6.}d. 
BrKNHAM-0  n-Crouch,  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3d. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77j- ;  6s.  6d.  i 
Bl  RNT  JIIU.  (Stort).  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  Hid. 
BusHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  Sd.  ' 
Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21| ;  2s.  3d.  :' 
Castle  Hedinghaji  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  561 : 
4S.  ind. 

Chalfont  Eoak  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22  ; 's 
ChaI'PEL  (Colne),  A,  Esse.x,  50i ;  4s.  2Jd. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d. 
Cheljisford  (Clielmer),  A,  Essex,  29i  ;  2s  did 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22^  ;  2s.  4d 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshfnt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  Hi  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A,Essex,13i  ;  Is.  Hd. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.' 8d.  ' 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  4!:'}  ;  Es.  Id 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48^  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  II  d. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  .Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
Cobham  (Mcle),  D,  Surrey,  ISi  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  513  ;  4s.  4id. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57} ;  4s.  ed. 
Colnbrook  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16^  ;  Is.  Sd. 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25<  ;  2s.  lOd, 
Cowden  (.Nledway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington). 

C.  South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

.Tunction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 
and  New  Cross). 

D.  South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Cranbrook  (Medwav),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
CkOMKR,  a,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CULHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  :  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d 
Dorking  (.Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  Sd 
Downham  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  S6i  ;  7s.  3d. 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761 ;  5s.  4d 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s 
East  Grinstead  (.Ntedway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d.  i 
E.AST  Farleigh  (.Medwav),  C,  Kent,  44  ■  4s 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s  8d 
EGHA5I  (Thames),  1),  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3a. 
Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12-  Is  -'d 
Ei,sENHA.M  (Ciim),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  0{d  ' 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Caiubs,  Tin  ;  r,s  ii,:d 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Mi.ldksex  1-' •  is 
Epi'Ing  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d! 
ESHEK  (Mole),  D.  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fa.mbiudgk  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd 
FiTTLEW  i)RTH  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s  3d. 
FUTWICK  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39 ;  3s.  od 
FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  121 ;  Is.  4d 
Goring  (Tliames),  B,  Oxford,  44} ;  4s,  9d. 
Goi  Dill  RST  (.\Iedrt-ay),  C,  38  ;  4s.  , 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOid. 
Great  .Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  Ss.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Jlishourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d  | 
Gkove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  7tj%:  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d  ' 
G union  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  1.38  ;  10s  ! 
Hadha.m  (Ash),  A,  Herts.  25.f ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62*  ;  4s.  SJd  I 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14} ;  Is.  6d 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  U,  Mdlsx.,  14}  ;  Is.  3d 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s,  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  l}d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  6,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s.  5d. 
Harifield  (Medway),  F.  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17};  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield BEVEREL(CheImer),A,Essex,36  ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhur.st  (Medway),  C,  47  :  4s. 
Hayward  s  Heath  (Onse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  :js.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A.  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  l(«d. 
HoRLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  Sd. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HoiisMDXDEN  (.Medway).  C,  40  :  4s. 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.  B,  &  S.  C.  (Loudon  Bridge  and  \'ictoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Bancras). 

H.  North- Western  (Euston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street),  ^ 


HORSTEI)  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  3s.  lOd. 
Huxstanton.  A,  Norfolk,  114};  9s.  6d. 
Ill  \i  iNi:iMiN  iOiisi^),  I^,.  Hunts,  581;  6s.  2d. 

ll\  -I  UK,  «',  (it:  1  ;  li*.  ill  I . 

IKCUKSTEU  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  01 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kei.vedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 
King  s  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Hert-s,  21  ;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Siivrev,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
LAKENHE.vrH  (Ouse),  A,  SlUtnlk.  sj;  ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langpord   Hall    Fisiikkv    (Bhiekwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  :  .is.  .Ud.    (I'lianw  at  Witham.) 
LANGLKV  (I'aiKili.  li,  r.m-ks,  10;  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagi!a\  i;  (Leal,  C,  licds.  lii'i  ;  3s.  3d. 
LEATHKiaiHAii  (_Mi.li_'),  li  I'',  smi-ey,  1!)};  2s. 
LekuitoN  ((Misel,  U,  lieds,  -10!  ;  is.  2d. 
LewKS  (lliisr),  !■',  Sussrv,  .'.II  ;  .'.s.  ■!,]. 
LIXGFIV  I.IM  IvU  ll),       Siiiir\-,  2S  ;  2s.  8d. 
LlTTLKrm:'!' ((  Misrl,  A,  Caniiis,  Tii  :  Cs.  5d. 
Long  Mki.kuiih  (S;.iiiv),  A,  Sullulk,  (!l+  ;  5s.  21(1 
LormiToN  (Uu.linu'),  A,  Esst  x,  12  ;  ls.'0}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  \\  aveiu  y),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maiiikniikad  (  f'liaiiH-s),  H,  I'.erks,  24i  ;  2s,  tid. 
-Mai, HON  I'  AST  I  I'.lacliuatLri,  A,  Essex,  44;  3s.  3d. 
Mai.Oii.n  WhsT  ( i;iark\\alri  i,  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Al.v.N.MN.iTi!i;K(St.Miv).  A,  Essex,  SO ;  5s.  0}d. 
Makcu  iNrii,'.  A,  CaiiiLs,  88;  63.  4d. 

iMauii.h'ks  (Ashl,  A,  llirls,  'J:;;  2s. 
Marks  Ti:\  (Culnri,  A.  I^ssc\,  47;  3s.  Hid. 
Marlow  (I'liaiKes),  fi,  Bucks,  31};  3s.  3d. 
MiDHfRsT  (Bother),  I)  1',  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
MiLDENHALi,  (Laik),  A.  Suffolk,  76};  6s.  4}d. 
MouLSFoRD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  .5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts.  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  33.  5d. 
North  Walsuaji  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Wkald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  Is.  Sd. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Ofk.ikd  (iKise),  E,  Hunts,  55}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Om:  n;  1 1;.  Ming),  A,  Essex,  22;  Is.  Hid. 
Ox'li  1.  (lalcii),  C  F,  Surrey.  21  :  2s.  fd. 
Paddock  W  ood  (Medwaj ),  (    Kvnt.  31}  ;  4s. 
Pangbouiink  (Thames),  il,  I'.rrks,  il  1  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  2-  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
PoiTiais  i;ar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pi  LiiiiKoi  (III  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  .5s.  (By 

Eldiidge's  Excursions,  Ss.  6d.). 
Rablett  ((.lolne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
K  adley,  B,  Berks,  581 ;  6s  2d  • 
Reading  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s,  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 


Rickmansworth  (Colne),  U  I,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is  Od. 

Rovdon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 

Rudowick  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s  2d. 

Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  is.  8d. 

St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  O  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id 

St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,- 70};  6s.  2d. 

St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  201 ;  Is.  9d. 

St.  'Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  5s.  5d. 

Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 

■'^AWiii!  KwoRWl  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29;  23.  3id. 

I  Sklham  (Ruther),  F,  Sussex,  58;  .5s.  6d. 
SHALFoiii.  iWvy).  C,  Surrey,  41  ;  3s.  2d. 
SHAiiMaaH.K  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55;  5s.  9d. 
SnEKi-(i];i)  (Ivel),  G,  liedford,  i^7  ;  5s. 
Shei.Foki.  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  5.') ;  4s.  5id. 
She.n  field  (CIr  Iuu  i),  A,  Essex,  20i  ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepj'Ekton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  2s. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  3,'=.};  3s.  7(1. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18i  ;  Is.  lid. 
Soutiiminstkr,  a,  Essex,  40;  3s.  4d 
Stain  lis  crhaim  s),  l),  Middlesex,  19};  28. 
STAXiio\  (llihi,  A.  Uei'ts.  29;  ;  2s.  0}d. 
Stansti:  vmsti.rt),  A,  Essex,      ;  2s.  lOil. 
Stoke  Mandehli.e,  I,  I'.ii.  ks,  ,!7 ;  ss  od 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suit,  lik,  ..s:  •  4s  lud 
Sunbury  (Thames),  1),  .M i.hilrs,.\,  16};  is  sd 
Tapi.ow  (Thaiucs),  H.  faa  ks,  22}  ;  2s.  4(1. 
T'K.MPNFolsD  (Ousel,  E.  Ikals,  47}  ;  4s.  lid. 
T'IIATCIIAM  (KeiuK  t),  ]',.  lieiks,  49}  ;  .5s.  ''d 
'I'HEViioN  Bois  (f;..,lii,-i,  V.  Essex,  16;  Is.  3id. 
Three  Hiiihges  ( \i,,lri,  i  ,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s. 
Tll.IlnriisT  (Tl.aiiir,!,  II,  liciks.  3S}  ;  4s.  Id. 
TnMii;iir;i:  i.Mrds(a\ ),  c.  Knit,  -JiU  ;  ;-is.  3d. 
TlilM!  (!to»"Tv..ii-N).  II.  flrris,  .a  I  •  3s.  4d. 
'fA\  ^  rdiip  (Thain.'si,  ll,  l;,  i  ks,  :il  ;  .-is.  3d. 
I  MiKllMii:  (Colli,.).  Ik  Middlesex.  l.'.S  ;  Is.  7.1, 
VlHiil.M.V  WatKI!  ri'liain.'s),  ll,  Ika  ks.  J.i  ;  •/»  Cil 
\Vai,TII\m  Cia.ss  (  l,e,a),  A,  Ivssex,  l;;  ;  Is.  Id. 
M'ALT...N  (■I'liaiiies),  II,  Siiiaev,  17;  Is.  llld. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  lin  ts,  -ji';  ;  is.  lid. 
Wai;gi;a\  i;,  i;,  I;,  i  ks,  :;■; ;  ;;s.  5. 1. 
VVATEKUICAril  (Cain  I,  .\,  ( 'anil 
WATERINGI!!  i;y  (  \l.alna\  l,  ( 
Wendovei;,  I,  r.iu-ks,  xi\  ;  :;s 
West  Dravto.x  (Colne),  i;.M  i 
West  (JRINSTKAI)  (Adun,  1''. 
West  .Mii.i,  (  Uib),  A,  He  ils,  ;; 
WEYBRID.i  K  Crilaln.-sl,  11  Slirce.v, 
WHITTLESI'..!;!.  (C:iiiil,  .\,  Cam 
WiCKFol;!.  (( ■r..ii.  li),  .\.,  Essex, 
Wll.F..i;|.  (Ash),  .\.  ll.als.  i^-i  ; 
A\'INJ.s..i;  I  I  leini.'si,  l;,  i;ei  ks, 
WlTU.VM  (lilaek water),  A,  Essi 
WoKi.NG  (l5asiii,ustoke  Canal), 
i;s,  (id, 

WooDHAM  I.  Ekiiis  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  81 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wravshi  K\  (  Hiiiis..^ C.liie),  D.Bucks,  21};2s.3d. 
WRoxiiA.ir  (r.n.a.ls,  ,v.  ),  .\.  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 

(iMay  1  t.i  ((.■t.  .;i  ..iiiy.) 
Yaluino  (.\l,.(l>>a\  1,  C,  Kent,  38};  4s. 
Yarmouth  (lime,  \r.).  A,  Norfolk,  121  ;  lis. 


IS,  (11  ;  5s.  2d. 
Ix.'Kt,  4(i ;  4s. 


.  sex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
ex,  45  ;  43.  8d. 

2s.  9id. 

19  ;  28, 
,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 

;  2s.  2d. 
,  Id. 

;  ;  2s.  3d. 
.iO  ;  3s.  3}d. 
t>,  Smrey,  '24}  ; 


weeks  past.  Mr.  H.  Evans  saved  us  from  a  blank  on 
Nov.  3  ■with  some  nice  roach.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Monday  (Nov.  11),  as  we  have  a  dozen 
Christmas  piizes  to  arrange. — W.  La  whence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaao  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.^  On  Nov.  3, 
Messrs.  Verity,  King,  and  Ellins  weighed  in  roach  and 
dace,  Mr.  King  having  a  nice  lot  of  whiting.  Any 
member  wi&hing  to  come  to  the  supper  on  Nov.  13 
must  let  Mr.  King  know  by  the  11th.— A.  "W.  Ellins. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E.  —  The  following 
members  weighed  in  fish  on  Nov.  3  :  Messrs.  Maybury 
and  Philpott.  The  show  was  a  very  peer  one. 
Members  please  note,  we  fish  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
Nov.  10  for  Christmas  prizes.  Train  leaves  Liverpool 
Street  at  nine  o'clock. — P.  A.  G. 

Haecoubt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone.— We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish, 
some  nice  jack  and  roach,  but  there  might  have  been 
more.  I  want  the  members  to  attend,  as  we  are 
getting  up  the  Christmas  outing,  which  looks  like 
being  a  record  one,  so  I  hope  the  members  will  support 
me  to  th  eir  utmost. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Hatcham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross.— On  Nov.  3, 
Mr.  Whaley  weighed  in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.' 
Williams,  jun.,  dace.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was 
decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  be  fished  at  Pulboro' 
cn  Nov.  10,  and  the  prizes  not  taken  then  be  fished  for 
each  Sunday,  the  members  fishing  in  any  public 
V  ater.  The  next  visit  on  the  South  London  Angling 
List  comes  to  the  Hatcham  Bros,  on  Nov.  19,  when  the 
members  are  requested  to  attend  in  force.  The  South 
London  Angling  Frinids  are  cordially  invited  to  co- 
operate with  us  to  assist  us  to  render  the  visit 
a  success.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  Nov.  12, 
to  arrange  details. — W.  Tarey. 

HiGHBEiDGE  Angling  ASSOCIATION,  Coopers'  Aims 
Hotel,  Highbridge.  —  The  private  waters  of  the 
above  have  certainly  improved  this  last  week,  as 
Mr.  -Joe  Fourace  caught  a  Jack  weighing  81b.,  the 
largest  as  yet  caught,  and  Mr.  J.  Thompson  caught 
half-a-dozen  carp  weighing  over  121b.,  and  Mr.  B.  Tout 
had  a  splendid  catch  of  roach,  dace  and  carp  on  Mondav 
last.— E.  G.  Wilkins. 

HoxTON  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  Oct.  27,  Messrs.  Cole  and 
Andrews  weighed  in  roach  ;  on  Nov.  2  we  had  a  blank  ; 
but  on  Nov.  5  Mr.  S.  Rolfe  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of 


roach.  On  Oct.  31  we  received  our  visit  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  District  List.  Mr.  G.  Hunt  occupied  the 
chair,  well  supported  by  Messrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff, 
F.  Grey,  A.  Derry,  and  Alex.  Wright;  Mr.  A. 
McGuiness  occupied  the  vice-chair.  During  the 
evening  the  harmony  was  rendered  by  the  following 
artistes  :  Messrs.  S.  Cole,  A.  DoveralJ,  Enzer,  Drack- 
ford,  H.  Smith,  W.  Stretch,  Benham,  Boules,  Lewis, 
T.  Hilton,  Grey,  Page,  and  Hugget.  Thirty  clubs 
responded  to  the  roll  call.  Mr.  Andrews  tastefully 
decorated  the  clubroom,  which  was  filled  to  overflow- 
ing, and  great  praise  is  due  to  him.  The  next  visit 
goes  to  the  Hearts  of  Oak.— E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islisctoj}  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mvddelton 
Arms,  Ciiionbury-road,  N.— Our  match  at  Shiplake 
was  well  attended.  Only  two  prizes  were  taken,  as 
follows  :  1st,  Mr.  Wilkes  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Blyth,  with 
roach  and  dace.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Groker  in 
the  chair;  the  minutes  were  read,  and  our  delegate 
gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central  Association. 
Would  secretaries  of  clubs  return  unsold  tickets  and 
money.  Our  return  visit  on  Nov.  19.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. -The 
four  special  prizes  competed  for  on  Nov.  3  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  H.  Butt,  C.  Hayward,  R.  Hill,  and  W.  H. 
Mecham.  The  three  "specials"  offered  for  competi- 
tion on  Nov.  (5,  owing  to  the  inclement  weather,  were 
not  competed  for ;  they  will  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  13, 
with  Mr.  A.  Caley's  prize,  at  Dagenham.  The  third  out- 
ings in  connection  with  Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  will  be  on 
Nov.  10  and  Nov.  20.  It  has  been  arranged  that  the 
next  returj^  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District),  Anglers' 
Association,  will  be  to  this  society  on  Nov.  20.-  H.  B. 

Jdnioe  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— The  next  competition  will  be 
on  Nov.  17,  when  we  fish  the  United  Brothers.  On 
Nov.  3,  Messrs,  P.  Sturgess,  T.  W.  Yate,  and  A.  Girdler 
all  had  good  takes  of  whiting. — W.  Freeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N.— On  Oct.  27,  Mr.  Cook  had  41b.  3oz. 
of  roach,  winning  Mr.  Sowby's  prize,  gross  weight  for 
the  day.  Iilessrs.  Stevens,  W.  Watling,  and  Biggs  also 
had  roach  and  dace.  On  Oct.  30,  Mr.  Cooper  had  one 
jack  of  31b.  2ioz.  On  Nov.  3,  Mr.  Cook  had  61b.  7oz. 
of  roach,  oue  tish  scaling  over  lib.  Mr.  Hawkins  also 
had  roach. — W.  Watling. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington  Green,  N.— Outing  Ithis  week  end  to  St. 
Neots,  headquarters  "  Half  Moon,"  Train  leaves  Fins- 


bury  Park  on  Saturday  evening  (Nov.  9)  at  7.7, 
returning  next  day  at  5.4.S. — A.  E.  H. 

Nag's  Head  Angling  Society-,  Walthamstow, 
Essex.— Only  two  of  our  members  weighed  in  on 
Nov.  3 :  Mr.  Eaton  had  a  brace  of  jack  (largest 
71b.  3oz.),  Mr.  Adams  showing  a  nice  tray  of  roach 
(.51b.  12oz  ).  Next  meeting  night  Wednesday,  Nov.  13 
— W.  G. 

Oolandee  Pisc.vroiiiAL  Socn^.TY,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— Last  Thursday  (Oct.  31) 
our  week-day  punt  match  was  very  satisfactory,  the 
eight  prizes  being  taken  as  follows  :  Messrs.  H.  Gasson, 
A.  Harling,  P.  Kluske,  R.  Sprules,  A.  Harris,  D.' 
Wybrow  (vice-president),  H.  Morgan,  and  F.  Coglan. 
Messrs.  Harris  and  Morgan  had  a  unique  experience, 
both  hooking  a  4oz.  roach  through  the  lip,  the  fish 
having  taken  both  pieces  of  bread-crust.  In  the 
evening  a  pleasant  hour  was  spent  at  the  distribution 
of  prizes  from  the  Wargrave  competition.  Many  well 
known  anglers  were  present,  and  we  thank  them  for 
their  attendance.  On  Nov.  3  we  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  dace,  and  bream,  by  the  following :  Messrs.  T. 
Muller  (vice-president),  C.  Myers,  F.  Edmunds,  and 
G.  and  W.  Cartwright.  On  Tuesday  we  decided  to 
start  by  the  8.40  a.m.  train  from  Vauxhall,  return 
from  Twickenham,  C.50  p.m.,  Richmond,  6.57  p.m. 
Delegates  report  on  Central  was  not  forthcoming,  as 
Mr.  W.  Moyler,  who  was  elected  to  attend,  pluckily, 
and  at  the  risk  of  losing  his  own  life,  plunged  into 
the  canal  and  rescued  two  persons  from  drowning, 
just  as  he  was  about  to  start.  A  new  member  was 
elected  in  Mr.  W.  F.  Homer.— W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  The 
remaining  piize  will  be  fished  for  same  as  last  week. 
Another  outing  proposed  for  Nov.  17  ;  place  to  be 
selected  next  week.  Mr.  J.  Beeson  proposed  a  working 
member.  Don't  forget  our  A.B.S.  concert  on  the 
25th,  and  the  Stepney  A.S.  on  Monday.— George. 

Ottee  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Head,  Little 
Pulteney-stroet,  W.— The  above  society  has  been 
enrolled  oh  the  Anglers'  Association.  Meeting  nights 
Thursdays  and  Sundays.  We  fished  our  first  match 
at  Bourne  End  on  Nov.  3,  Mr.  W.  Weston  taking  first 
prize  and  Mr.  W.  Davis  second.— J.  Dutton. 

Pna^Nix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  Nov.  3,  Mr.  A.  Taylor  had  a 
few  Thames  roach.  Next  meeting  we  have  a  new 
member  to  make ;  an  early  attendance  will  oblige,— 
Rt  C. 
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Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Nov.  3,W.  Shepherd  weighed 
in  roach,  G.  Huggins,  roach  and  Jack,  the  latter  a 
nice  shaped  fish  of  01b.  Will  members  please  let  me 
have  any  money  they  have  from  concert  programmes. — 
T.  Cook. 

Royal  Oak  'Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Nov.  3  our  match  took  place 
at  Windsor,  for  five  prizes.  Three  prizes  were  taken 
by  the  following  members :  Messrs.  R.  Walker,  roach, 
rst ;  J.  Walker,  roach,  second ;  C.  Godfrey,  roach, 
third.    Two  prizes  left  over. — F.  Pignatelli. 

SiLVEK  Tkout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Owing  to  the 
fog  which  prevailed  on  Nov.  3  several  of  our  members 
were  delayed  on  the  line,  and  consequently  were 
unable  to  weigh  in.  On  Nov.  5,  Messrs.  S.  Hopkins 
and  G.  S.  Buokinghnm  were  elected  as  working 
members.  On  Tuesday  (Nov.  12)  we  make  arrange- 
ments for  our  outing,  which  takes  place  at  Shiplake 
on  Nov.  24,  when  I  hope  members  will  endeavour  to 
be  present  at  nine  o'clock  sharp. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
The  second  prize  distribution  took  place  on  Thursday 
evening  (Oct.  31)  at  the  headquartars  of  the  Oglander 
Piscatorials,  East  Dulwich.  The  club-room  was  filled 
by  representatives  of  South  London  societies  and  their 
friends,  and,  following  upon  their  own  club  punt 
outing,  was  well  supported  by  Oglanders.  Messrs.  A.  G. 
Smith  (hon.  sec.)  and  W.  J.  Wade  (president)  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Coates  (vice).  The  prize- 
list,  to  the  value  of  £.8,  was  read  and  the  prizes,  nineteen 
in  number,  ranging  from  £1  Is.  to  the  humble  dollar, 
handed  to  their  respective  winners.  (Will  Messrs.  T. 
Lucas  and  W.  Thomas,  Stockwell  Angling  Society, 
kindly  attend  the  Hatcham  Brothers  visit  and  receive 
a  prize.)  There  is  room  for  a  few  more  South 
London  clubs  on  the  roll,  and  I  should  like  to  receive 
their  names  early,  so  that  the  official  list  can  be 
printed.  All  societies  who  join  now  will  participate 
in  the  benefits  accruing  from  the  Prize  Collection 
Pund,  which  has  provided  £10  during  last  season,  and 
going  strong  for  the  next.  Only  2s.  for  subscription 
fee  to  A.  ,G.  Smith  (hon.  sec  ),  10,  Warndon-street, 
Rotherhithe. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney,  E. — A  few  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Nov.  3,  and  met  with  fair  sport.  Mr.  Grindrod,  roach  ; 
Mr.  G.  Jolly,  roach;  Mr.  Stothart,  roach;  Mr.  P. 
Jewson  won  Messrs.  Sowerbutt's  prize.  We  fish  our 
next  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Nov.  10,  for  our 
Christmas  prizes,  of  which  there  is  a  long  list.  Mem- 
bers meet  at  Coburn-road  for  first  train  on  the  morning. 
Our  next  smoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Fund,  will  take  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Monday  next  (Nov.  11),  Mr.  J.  Slade  (Original 
Alexandra)  in  the  chair.  We  are  promised  a  host  of 
talent.— W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — Some  im- 
portant business  came  before  the  members  on  Tuesday 
evening  (Nov.  5),  not  the  least  being  the  decision  of  the 
Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society  to  withdraw  from 
the  supper  match,  which  was  regretted.  Our  own 
match  will  take  place  just  the  same,  under  the  con- 
ditions previously  laid  down,  except  that  the  boundary 
has  been  extended,  of  which  members  will  know  more 
by  reporting  themselves  before  fishing.  Mr.  E. 
Barker  (delegate  to  Central  Meeting)  reported  one  or 
two  important  items  worth  making  a  note  of.  Our 
lantern  lecture  on  the  20th  premises  to  be  a  success, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will  turn  up  in  force  to 
support  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  who  has  kindly  consented 
to  see  us  through.— A.  P. 

STE.iTFOEU  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Nov.  3, 
Mr.  Bacon  weighed  in  (perch).  A  special  meeting  will 
be  held  next  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  when  I  trust  every 
member  will  make  it  his  business  to  attend.  Chair 
for  nine  o'clock  sharp. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — During  the  week  Messrs. 
Phelps  and  Batchelor  weighed  in  roach  and  dace. 
We  have  made  the  final  arrangements  for  our 
outing  on  Nov.  10,  at  Bourne  End.  Members  may  take 
down  live  bait ;  all  fish  to  weigh  according  to  rules, 
and  must  be  weighed  in  at  6'15  at  the  "Red  Lion" 
directly  before  supper.  We  shall  hold  our  half  yearly 
supper  on  Nov.  14,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  particularly 
entertaining  evening,  several  artists  having  volunteered 
their  services. — J.  T.  F.  Webb. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Nov.  3 
our  last  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Harvey.  We  also 
had  a  good  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames.  We  have 
made  two  new  working  members  on  our  last  meeting 
night.  The  results  of  the  Defence  Fund  are  not  settled, 
as  we  have  a  little  still  to  come,  and  which  I  hope 
will  be  settled  by  Wednesday  next,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  result. — F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W. — We  have  a  grand 
variety  concert  in  aid  of  theT.A.P.S.  on  Nov.  20,  when 
all  anglers  and  friends  are  very  cordially  invited. 


Will  members  kindly  attend  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  13, 
for  very  important  business,  election  of  ofticers,  etc. 
Delegate  gave  in  report  from  the  Central  Association. 
— W.  L.  Kerry. 

Waltiiamstow  Buotiikrs  Angling  Socjkty,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— We  had  a  good 
muster  for  our  outing  on  Nov.  3  ;  sport  was  bad.  Five 
prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Poore,  Watling,  Clarke, 
Howell,  and  Howarth.  We  had  some  fine  roach 
brought  in  by  Messrs.  G.  Osment,  Gover,  and  Thomson. 
— M.  Schoeke. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  Shernhall- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Nov.  3  fish  were  brought 
up  by  the  following  members:  Messrs.  Odart,  jack; 
Parnham  and  Robinson,  roach;  Callcutt,  senr.,  and 
Rawlings,  perch.  The  outing  on  Nov.  17  to  be  a 
rover,  from  Harlow  Station,  towpath  only,  two  rods. 
Sign  book  at  station,  and  show  fish  at  White  Horse 
at  six  o'clock.  Another  member  was  nominated  on 
Thursday  (Oct.  31). — Pickwick. 

Wellington  Angmng  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — A  good  muster  of 
members  turned  out  at  Twickenham  to  fish  for  the 
November  prizes,  as  follows :  Mr.  Porter,  1st ;  Mr. 
Papworth,  2ud  ;  and  Mr.  Gordon,  3rd.  I  should  like 
every  member  to  attend  next  Tuesday  on  important 
business. — J.  Varney. 

West  Ham  Bbotheks  Anoling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Only  three 
members  weighed  in  again  this  week ;  they  were 
Messrs.  Bowles,  Pethurst,  roach ;  and  Turner,  one 
jack,  81b.  12^oz.  I  must  again  call  members'  attention 
to  our  Christmas  prize  outing  on  Nov.  17  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's. There  are  eighteen  prizes  on  the  list  so  far, 
including  Mr.  Mattock's  prize,  which  is  for  the  largest 
jack  taken  ;  no  doubt  the  list  will  be  added  to  before 
the  outing. — R.  Pethurst. 

Weymouth  Angling  Association.  —  The  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  their  head- 
quarters yesterday,  Dr.  Moore  in  the  chair.  The 
committee  discussed  the  newly  printed  rules  scriaiini. 
Several  revisions  were  made,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  be  reprinted.  Several  candidates  were  proposed 
and  duly  elected.  The  fishing  in  the  Bay  has  been 
somewhat  "  off  "  during  the  past  week  in  consequence 
of  choppy  state  of  sea.  Continuous  easterly  and  north- 
easterly winds  have  made  matters  anything  but 
pleasant,  and  few  fish  have  been  caught,  but  a  few 
conger  and  bass  have  been  taken.  In  the  Harbour  and 
Backwater  the  fishing  has  been  much  the  same.  Only 
a  few  bass  have  been  caught. — "  Sea  Bream." 


DOG  AND  SNAKE. 


In  August,  1844,  I  was  a  boy  of  fifteen  working  with 
my  father  on  the  farm  in  northern  Illinois.  One 
afternoon  he  had  just  climbed  on  a  load  of  straw  he 
had  been  pitching  up  to  me,  when  I  heard  a  rattlesnake 
on  the  ground  near  by.  After  looking  about  a  few 
minutes,  we  discerned  him  in  the  stubble,  about  twenty 
feet  away,  just  coiling,  ready  for  defence  or  attack.  In 
those  early  days  it  was  considered  almost  a  religious 
duty  to  despatch  every  venomous  creature  of  that  kind, 
so  plentiful  were  they  on  the  prairies.  I  was  about  to 
get  down  from  the  load  for  that  purpose,  when  I 
thought  of  the  little  dog  Penny.  He  was  a  slender 
little  fellow  of  the  proverbial  "  yaller  dog"  species, 
but  had  a  great  reputation  as  a  snake  killer.  So  I 
whistled  for  Penny,  who  came  running  in  cheerful 
response  from  the  liouse.  Being  directed  and  hissed 
on,  he  soon  discovered  the  snake,  still  darting  out  his 
tongue  and  giving  forth  warning  with  his  tail.  We 
had  a  fine  view  from  the  load. 

Penny  approached  cautiously,  first  on  this  side,  then 
on  that,  till  he  had  gone  round  the  snake  several  times, 
always  finding  him  ready  for  a  fatal  blow  in  any  direc- 
tion. Suddenly  he  stopped  still,  and  turned  his  head 
to  one  side  in  serious  contemplation.  I  think  if  he 
had  had  a  finger  he  would  have  scratched  his  head 
just  back  of  his  right  ear  in  search  of  an  idea.  After 
a  few  moments'  reflection,  his  plan  seemed  formed. 
He  stepped  back  a  step  or  two,  made  a  bound  forward 
towards  the  snake,  and  snapped  at  it  with  his  teeth, 
coming  very  close  to  it,  but  not  touching  it ;  then 
bounded  back  as  quick  as  a  flash.  The  snake  struck 
out  his  full  length,  and  very  fiercely,  but  he  was  not 
quick  enough.  Penny  had  dodged  him.  The  snake, 
of  course,  was  now  straightened  out,  and  the  dog, 
springing  so  quick  you  could  hardly  see  him,  caught 
it  in  the  middle  of  the  body,  and,  giving  it  one  quick, 
violent  shake,  dropped  it  on  the  ground,  completely 
stunned,  so  that  it  was  only  a  moment's  work  to  seize 
it  again  and  shake  it  into  many  pieces. — Corre- 
spondence Los  Angelas  Times. 


Lyea  PisoatoKIA  ;  Urigiual  Lyrics  on  t'ish.  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  CoTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-I'ly  Fisliiug,"  etc.  The  Field  says:  "Cotswold  lays  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  ITie  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  super!) ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fi'esco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  CoTent  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2s.  6d. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  at  the  Restau- 
rant Frasoati  on  Nov.  6,  1901,  at  8  p.m.,  J.  Wrench 
Towse,  Esq.,  in  the  chair,  after  the  usual  business, 
reports  were  read  from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal, 
Southend,  and  Ballycotton,  and  a  special  report  from 
Mr.  A.  Woodfield,  upon  Ramsgate,  where  he  had  taken 
fifteen  score  of  whiting,  and  from  Clacton-on-Sea 
another  take  of  eight  score  whiting.  Telegram  from  Mr. 
Petrzywalski,  Margate— fog  cleared,  fish  feeding  freely. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Burningham  also  reported  successful  fishing 
at  Ramsgate,  and  that  Mr.  Pyne  had  taken  three  score 
whiting  with  hermit  crab.  Mr.  Gruba  had  been  fish- 
ing at  Deal  with  Messrs.  W.  J.  Natham  and  G. 
Godfrey,  taking  fifty-three  whiting,  pouting,  and  cod. 
Charles  A.  Payton,  Esq.,  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calai.=, 
and  a  vice-president  of  the  society,  read  an  able 
and  most  interesting  paper  —  subject,  "  Lines  in 
Many  Waters,"  being  really  a  retrospect  of  half  a 
century  of  fishing  experiences,  commencing  with  the 
traditional  tittlebat  in  Highgate  Ponds,  an  experience, 
curiously  enough,  repeated  many  years  afterwards  in 
the  Seine  with  the  old  pin,  thread,  and  worm.  Gradu- 
ating on  the  Yorkshire  coast  until  the  happy  point  of 
never  being  sick  at  sea  was  reached,  further  experience 
came  from  sport  at  Cockermouth  and  other  places, 
finishing  north  at  Mandal,  Norway.  Very  descriptive 
were  the  experiences  in  South  Africa;  no  sooner  landed 
at  Cape  Town  than  the  presence  of  grey  mullet  off  the 
quay  brought  his  tackle  ashore  from  the  steamer  and 
with  crayfish  for  bait  fifty-one  fine  mullet  and  two 
brown  gurnet  speedily  yielded  to  his  prowess.  In  1871 
two  good  days  on  the  Modder  River,  near  Paardeberg, 
made  him  acquainted  with  African  streams.  On  the 
Californian  coast  in  1864,  at  'Frisco  an  attempt  at 
"  living"  by  sea  angling  proved  a  conspicuous  failure. 
The  lecturer  then  went  into  a  careful  comparison  of 
the  tuna  and  tunny,  pointing  out  resemblances, 
pointing  out  that  the  ancients  in  their  fishing  in 
the  IMediterranean  used  the  rod  as  well  as  the 
line.  But  the  most  charming  portion  of  the  paper 
was  the  reader's  sixteen  years'  experience  of  fishing  on 
the  Moorish  coast,  Mogador,  and  other  parts.  Here 
description  followed  upon  description  most  vivid  of  the 
marvellous  catches  of  fish,  many  well  known  on  our 
coast,  but  others,  such  as  the  Tasargelt,  the  Azlimza, 
and  other  that  we  never  see.  The  Mureina  of  ancient 
Roman  repute  very  common,  skate,  conger,  bass, 
grey  and  red  mullet,  the  dory,  garfish,  dog-fish,  shad 
and  pouting,  and  the  Barbary  salmon  were  in  abund- 
ance. It  was  not  unusual  to  see  a  schooner  lying  off 
being  filled  with  mackerel  caught  from  boats  alongside, 
thrown  on  board  as  caught,  and  then  and  there  cleaned 
and  stowed  away.  The  scenes  on  the  beach  were  des- 
cribed with  a  forcibleness  that  riveted  attention, leaving 
a  charming  series  of  pictures  imprinted  upon  the 
memory.  At  one  moment  a  tough  fight  with  a 
101b.  bass  was  depicted,  the  "scuttle"  of  many 
fish  upon  the  appearance  of  a  shark,  the  capture  of 
a  shark  with  a  short  gafi  baited  with  an  octopus, 
whole,  the  strange  appearance  of  another  sailing  away 
with  a  2  feet  gaff  erect  in  his  nose,  having  drawn  it 
clear  of  the  boatman's  hands,  were  sketched,  followed 
by  an  exhaustive  description  of  the  shell-fish  foxmd 
there  and  at  Casablanca— cray,  lobster,  grand  crabs, 
and  enormous  mussels.  Bait  was  described — squid 
much  used — mussel  and  strips  from  the  tail  of 
the  bass  and  mackerel,  smelt  and  sardines.  The 
Moors  turned  out  very  good  sea  anglers,  using 
bamboo  rods  and  fair  tackle  :  seventy  bass  to  one 
rod  was  not  unusual,  up  to  eight  pounds  each, 
none  less  than  31b. ;  they  fight  like  salmon.  Donkeys 
were  employed  to  carry  up  the  catch.  An  ingenious 
substitute  for  a  float,  when  fishing  among  the  rocks  in 
shallow  water,  was  described  as  a  piece  of  red  wool 
attached  to  the  line  at  a  proper  distance,  its  movement 
giving  good  notice  of  a  bite.  A  description  of  the 
taking  of  the  albicore  followed,  with  much  subtle 
advice  as  to  material  for  traces — their  teeth  will 
cut  wire.  The  Moorish  superstitions  attributing 
the  disappearance  of  fish  to  cursing  and  their 
reappearance  to  blessing,  were  commented  on : 
the  speaker  had  been  told  that  he  was  "  a  man  of 
blessing"  because  he  brought  fish  into  the  bay  and 
they  continued  to  come.  Shooting  fish  was  not  uncom- 
mon ;  the  speaker  was  once  tempted  to  try  it  at  Mogador, 
a  bag  of  forty-seven  resulting.  With  an  account  of 
sport  at  Mevagissey,  in  Cornwall,  a  paper  in  which  the 
interest  of  his  hearers  never  flagged,  "  Sarcelle " 
brought  his  paper  to  a  close  amid  well-deserved 
plaudits  and  compliments  from  various  speakers,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Connellan,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  and  others.  Very 
excellent  coloured  sketches  of  the  Moroccan  fish  were 
handed  round  and  much  appreciated.  Upon  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Burningham,  a  very  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Payton  was  carried  by  acclama- 
tion, and  with  a  similar  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse  for  his  work  in  the  chair,  a  most 
agreeable  evening  came  to  an  end. — W.  H.  W.  Gkove, 
Com.  R.N.,  Secretary. 


^ottinns  bp  tl)e  i^ag. 

Mb.  J.  Wrench  Towse  occupied  the  chair  on  Wed- 
nesday eveiing,  Nov.  6,  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati 
when  Mr.  C.  A.  Payton  (H.B.M.  Consul  at  Calais) 
read  a  particularly  interesting  and  instructive  paper, 
entitled  "  Lines  in  Many  Waters,"  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  "  Sarcelle,"  as  also  the  chairman, 
received  hearty  votes  at  thanks. 


The  following  are  the  conditions  for  the  B.S.A.S. 
prize  medal  boat  competition  to  be  held  at  Deal  on 
Nov.  23,  2i,  and  25 :— Class  1— for  the  heaviest  fish 
taken  during  the  competition:  First,  gold  medal; 
second,  silver  medal.  The  Deal  Corporation  Challengt 
Cup  will  be  held  by  the  winner  of  the  gold  medal. 
Class  2— for  the  heaviest  weight  of  cod  taken  each 
day,  not  exceeding  five  in  number  :  First,  silver  medal ; 
second,  bronze  medal.  Class  3— for  the  heaviest 
weight  of  whiting  taken  each  day,  not  exceeding 
twelve  in  number  :  First,  silver  medal ;  second,  bronze 
medal.  Class  4— for  the  greatest  number  of  sizeable 
fish  taken  on  any  one  day  of  the  competition.  Only 
those  members  whose  subscription  is  paid  for  the 
current  year  are  eligible  to  enter  for  the  competition. 


It  may  be  interesting  to  learn  that  the  S.  E.  and 
Chatham  Railway  Company  have  conceded  that 
tickets  issued  to  Deal  from  London  on  the  occasion  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  competition  on  Friday,  Nov.  22,  are 
available  to  return  up  to  and  including  Tuesday. 
Nov.  25.  8  J, 


I  AM  asked  to  remind  anglers  that .  the  date  of  the 
Thames  (Richmond)  competition  ("The  Ben  Abra- 
hams") is  Nov.  24.  There  are  fifty  prizes;  the 
entrance  fee  is  one  shilling ;  and  open  to  all  comers. 
A  silver  medal  (gold  centre)  will  be  awarded  for  the 
largest  roach  taken  during  the  competition.  The 
dinner  service  is  on  view  at  the  White  Cross  Hotel, 
Waterside,  Richmond.  All  other  prizes  may  be  seen 
at  the  "  Duke  of  Sussex,"  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill 
gate.  The  clerks  of  the  scale  will  be  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Barker,  J.  W.  Harris,  E.  Baxter,  and  G.  Lapham. 
Mr.  G.  C.  Adams  will  carry  a  collecting  box,  the 
contents  of  which  will  be  handed  over  to  the  A.B.S. 


The  habit  af  tubbing,  flesh-brushing,  exercising  in 
the  open  air,  and  choosing  sleeping  rooms  with  a 
sunny  exposure  would  have  lessened  even  within  the 
shade  of  old  palaces  the  number  of  those  mysteriously 
afiecting  physiognomies  that  Leonardo  found  so 
haunting.  It  would  have  neutralised  the  spell 
of  the  sombre  and  romantic  environment  in  a 
sensible  measure,  and  been  a  force  tending  to- 
wards the  creation  of  what  may  be  called  the 
modern  physiognomy — a  physiognomy  clear,  open, 
straight-glancing,  and  practically  shadowless.  This 
is  the  physiognomy  in  which  there  is  nothing 
morbid — in  which  the  will  expresses  itself  strongly, 
and  the  emotions  may  only  express  themselves  very 
little— that  can  be  studied  in  the  portraits  of  Sargent 
and  Alexander.  It  is  this  which  we  encounter  oftenest 
in  the  New  York  types  of  Mr.  Gibson.  It  is  this, 
finally,  which  we  oftenest  see,  in  the  flesh,  in  the 
streets  and  theatres,  and  churches  and  public  con- 
veyances of  the  great  commercial  city.  In  its  most 
radiant  examples,  in  handsome  youths  and  happy, 
blooming  girls,  there  is  no  gainsaying  the  physicai 
attractiveness  of  this  same  modern,  this  ideally 
American  countenance. — From  "  The  Point  of  View," 
in  the  November  Scribner's. 


A  series  of  concerts  to  take  place  every  Monday 
evening  during  the  winter  months  has  been  arranged 
by  the  Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim  Crescent,  W.,  and  a  series  of  interesting 
papers  have  been  prepared  by  members  and  friends, 
one  of  which  will  be  read  on  each  occasion,  during  the 
course  of  a  good  musical  programme.  On  Monday, 
Nov.  11,  Mr.  C.  Chaplais  (hon.  sec),  will  read  a  paper, 
entitled  "Stories  of  our  Club."  Chair  taken  at 
9  p.m.  sharp  by  Mr.  F.  Vennell. 


Vybnwy  writes :—"  The  Welsh  is  a  most  peculiar 
language,  inasmuch  as  it  has  not  a  neuter  gender,  so 
that  everything  is  either  masculine  or  feminine.  The 
sun  is  '  he,'  the  moon  '  she,'  and  so  on.  Welshmen 
are  also  apt  to  get  confused  in  their  terms  when 
speaking  English,  like  the  station-master  who,  on 
being  asked  when  the  next  train  would  leave  for  a 
certain  place,  replied  that  it  had  just  gone.  Some 
years  ago  a  friend  of  mine  was  so  intent  at  my  house 
in  sampling  some  Irish  whiskey  which  by  some 
accident  had  remained  ten  years  in  bond,  that  he  just 
reached  the  railway  station  in  time  to  see  his  train 
vanish  out  of  sight,  so,  running  up  to  the  station- 
master  nearly  breathless,  he  anxiously  inquired ;  '  Is 
there  any  train  to  Oswestry  before  the  next  ?  '  The 
.stationmaster  answered:   'No,  sir,  but  if  you  go  up 
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to  the  goods  yard  you  will  find  a  luggage  train  just 
stattmg  He  did  go,  and  arrived  at  his  destination, 
alter  all,  before  the  next  train.  What  next'-'  A 
short  time  ago  a  lady  said  to  me :  'I  have  not  been 
here  at  all  since  the  last  time  I '  She  intended  addin" 
to  this  the  words  '  I  saw  you,'  but  up  to  the  present 
they  remain  unsaid,  and  she  wondered  what  compelled 
me  to  smile." 


The  Epsom  Angling  Society  announce  a  specially- 
illustrated  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old 
Izaak  "),  to  be  given  at  their  new  headquarters.  Spread 
Eagle  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  19,  at  8,30  p.m  The 
subject  selected  is,  "  From  Liverpool-street  to  Lowes- 
toft, with  Notes  by  the  Way."  Mr.  F.  W  Coles 
president  of  the  society,  will  take  the  chair,  supported 
by  many  of  the  leading  members  of  the  society. 

Jess  t'  Fish. 
Like  t'  sit  aroun'  an'  fish 
Where  the  pleasant  waters  swish  ; 
Like  t'  lie 
With  my  eye 
On  th'  fly 
An'  jess  watch  th'  trout  begin 
Tumblin',  rollin',  fallin'  in  ; 
Where  th'  pleasant  waters  swish, 
Like  t'  loaf  aroun',  an'  fish. 
Like  t'  leave  my  cares  behind 
An'  escape  th'  daily  grind; 
Like  t'  dream 
By  th'  stream 
Where  fish  seem 
Jess'  t'  gleam 
Underneath  th'  summer  sun 
Where  I've  got  'em  on  th'  run ; 
Like  t'  leave  th'  daily  grind 
An'  my  care  an'  work  behind. 
Like  t'  take  myse'f  an'  go 
Where  th'  waters,  sweet  an'  low, 
Tumble  'round 
On  th'  ground 
An'  surround 
Seven-pound 
that's  playin'  in  th'  stream, 
th'  spotted  beauties  gleam ; 
th'  waters,  sweet  an'  low, 
•  take  myself  an'  go. 

'  go  out  jess  t'  fish 
th'  waters  swirl  an'  swish ; 
Like  t'  set 
By  th'  wet 
An'  forget 
Every  fret ; 
set  around  an'  dream 
I  whip  th'  tumbling  stream, 
th'  waters  swirl  and  swish 
go  out  jess  t'  fish. 

Denver  (Col.)  Times. 
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TuE  Bile  Bean  Manufacturing  Company,  proprietors 
of  the  famous  Bile  Beans  for  Biliousness,  have  lately 
issued  an  excellent  piece  of  music,  entitled  "  The  Bile 
Bean  March."  This  production  is  not  a  cheaply  got-up 
unsightly  piece  of  music,  but  is  published  in  a  really 
first-rate  manner.  It  is  printed  upon  best  paper  from 
clear  plates,  and  is  altogether  as  neat  a  production  as 
any  piece  of  four-shilling  music  on  the  market.  The 
march  itself  can  hold  its  own  with  any  piece  of  similar 
music,  and  is  far  superior  to  a  great  many.  There  is  a 
swing  and  a  go  to  it  that  is  quite  entrancing  and 
altogether  peculiar  to  itself.  The  proprietors  are  giv- 
ing this  music  away  by  post,  and  they  will  be  only  too 
glad  to  send  a  copy,  post  paid,  to  anyone  who  will  send 
their  name  and  address  to  the  Bile  Bean  Manufacturino- 
Company,  119  and  120,  London  Wall,  London,  the 
only  conditions  being  that  you  mention  the  name  of 
the  Fisldng  Gazette  when  writing,  give  your  full  name 
and  address,  and  enclose  a  penny  stamp  to  pay  postage. 

This  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  a  well- 
known  printer:  "Dear  Sir,— I  am  seeking  a  situation 
as  reader,  whole  or  part  time,  and  take  the  liberty  of 
applying  to  you,  in  the  hope  that  should  you  require 
such  assistance,  either  at  the  present  time  or  in  the 
near  future,  you  will  kindly  consider  this  application. 
Age  33  ;  practical  printer ;  have  been  a  reader  for  the 
past  ten  years,  my  experience  embracing  a  great 
variety  of  work— news,  book,  magazine,  and  jobbing. 
Six  years'  experience  of  matter  composed  by  the  Lino- 
type machine.  Well  versed  in  literary,  political,  art, 
scientific,  musical,  fashion,  sporting,  dramatic,  naval, 
military,  medical,  electrical,  engineering,  legal^ 
financial,  commercial,  parliamentary,  municipal' 
ecclesiastical,  and  other  special  subjects.  Would 
accept  occasional  reading  or  revising,  filling  up  time 
at  case,  etc.  Speed  and  accuracy  with  proofs ;  smart 
and  clean  composition.  Good  references  as  to  abilities. 
Moderate  salary  accepted."  [He  may  know  some- 
thing, but  not  half  enough  for  me.  Can  he  wash  the 
baby  or  take  the  dinner  to  the  bakehouse  ?J 
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Mr  Jack  Hakeis,  visiting  othcor  of  the  Newburv 
Piscatorials,  "The  Jack  of  Newbury,"  Keusal-road 
Westbourne-park,  W.,  sends  the  following :-"  J  beo^ 
to  notify  to  London  anglers  that  having  received 
permission  to  organise  the  annual  competition  in  the 
m  er  Thames  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  and  Convalescent 
Home  funds,  the  first  meeting  will  be  held  at  Harry 
Lunts,  "The  Jack  of  Newbury,"  Kensal-road,  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  13,  at  8.30  p.m.  sharp,  to  form  a 
committee  and  elect  officers.  I  hope  all  clubs  will 
send  delegates." 


Mh.  "Neu"  Gollinson,  writing  from  St  Ives 
(Hunts)  says  that  the  water  is  very  clear,  and  that  a 
good  "  push  "  of  water  is  necessary  to  clear  the  river 
of  the  slowly  decaying  weeds.  When  this  happens  he 
behoves  that  good  sport  will  be  had,  and  he  will  not 
delay  to  let  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  know. 

TiiS:  fighting  dogs  were  the  ones  that  enabled  me  to 
use  the  knife.  All  three  went  straight  for  the  head 
and  when  they  got  hold  they  kept  their  jaws  shut' 
worrying  and  pulling,  and  completely  absorbing  the 
attention  of  the  cougar,  so  as  to  give  an  easy  chance 
lor  the  death-blow.  The  hounds  meanwhile  had  seized 
the  cougar  behind,  and  Jim,  with  his  alligator  iaws 
probably  did  as  much  damage  as  Turk.  However 
neither  m  this  nor  in  any  other  instance  did  any  one 
of  the  dogs  manage  to  get  its  teeth  through  the  thick 
skin.  When  cougars  fight  among  themselves  their 
claws  and  fangs  leave  great  scars,  but  their  hides  are 
too  thick  for  the  dogs  to  get  their  teeth  through.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  cougar's  jaws  have  great  power  and 
dogs  are  frequently  killed  by  a  single  bite,  the  fangs 
being  driven  through  the  brain  or  spine  ;  or  they  break 
a  dog  s  leg  or  cut  the  big  blood-vessels  of  the  throat  — 
From  "With  the  Cougar  Hounds,"  by  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  in  the  November  Scribner's 


The  Abingdon  Angling  Association  began  their  re- 
stocking m  earnest  on  Thursday,  Oct.  31,  when  two 
hundred  and  fifty  rainbow  trout,  from  Brimpton  were 
turned  into  Lock  pool.'  The  fish,  which  ranged 'from 
ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length,  arrived  by  rail  shortly 
after  two  o'clock  in  fourteen  large,  bottle-shaped  zinc 
carriers,  and  were  at  once  carted  to  the  river-side 
where  the  committee  found  the  Mayor  ready  to  per- 
form what  little  ceremony  was  attached  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. The  Mayor,  with  a  few  friends  and  the 
committee,  crossed  to  a  raft  moored  just  below  the 
weir,  where  the  carriers  were  also  conveyed.  The  fish 
were  in  excellent  condition,  and  after  being  turned  in 
they  could  be  seen  rising  in  various  parts  of  the  pool 
As  we  remarked  last  week,  it  speaks  well  for  the  enter- 
prise of  this  young  society  to  devote  the  sum  of  £20  to 
the  fulfilment  of  one  of  its  chief  aims.  Itds  to  be 
hoped  that  in  due  time  we  shall  hear  of  Thames  trout 
being  landed  hereabouts.  Among  those  who  assisted 
in  carrying  out  the  arrangements  were  Messrs.  Walter 
Harding  (secretary),  J.  Ivey,  W.  G.  Rant,  E.  Chaundy 
H,  Swadling,  T.  Buckle,  etc. 


His  First  Shot.— Did  I  never  tell  you  of  my  first 
shot  ?  I  took  tremendous  interest  in  guns,  but  my 
father  would  only  let  me  try  to  aim  along  the  empty 
barrels,  and  would  never  give  me  a  shot.  It  was 
terribly  annoying,  for  I  knew  of  such  a  preserve.  I 
passed  it  every  day  on  my  way  to  school  by  a  footpath. 
It  was  a  new  farmyard,  used  mostly  of  a  night  for 
cows  about  to  calve  and  other  delicate  stock.  In  the 
daytime  it  was  little  used,  but  was  generally  then 
covered  with  clean  straw,  of  little  selling  value  in 
those  days,  which  attracted  heaps  of  game,  chiefly 
sparrows.  It  lay  behind  the  big  barn,  and  was  thus 
invisible  from  the  farmhouse,  a  feature  of  great  im- 
portance from  my  point  of  view.  My  father  never 
left  the  gun  loaded,  and  I  was  despairing  of  my  luck, 
till  one  day  when  he  had  been  shooting  in  the 
morning  he  came  back  late  for  his  early  dinner,  and 
had  to  hurry  with  it  and  drive  off  to  market.  The 
gun  was  in  the  hall,  the  caps  on  the  nijiples,  showing 
it  was  loaded.  My  chance  had  come.  I  shouldered 
the  weapon,  hastened  to  the  yard,  and  saw  gleefully 
three  sparrows  close  together  on  a  raised  hump  of 
straw  near  the  middle.  Resting  the  gun  on  the  gate, 
I  aimed  for  about  five  minutes,  then  drew  the  trigger. 
In  an  instant  the  heap  was  heaved  in  the  air,  and  a 
sow  squalling  enough  to  awake  the  dead  jumped  up. 
She  could  not  have  made  more  row  if  I  had  done  it 
on  purpose!  "  And  what  came  of  the  pig?"  said  a 
listener.  Well,  I  can't  tell  you,  for  she  went  off 
one  way  and  I  the  other,  and  we  have  never  met 
since. 


"I  was  surprised  to  hear,"  said  a  minister  to  a 
cottager  whose  wife  attended  his  chapel,  "  that  you 
had  given  thirty  shillings  for  a  dog  ;  you  might  have 
bought  two  pigs  for  the  money,  and  had  meat  for  your 
family."  "  Yes,  aw  might,  and  a  pretty  fool  .I'd  look, 
goin'  rattin'  wi'  two  pigs."  Dragnet. 
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ppovifieial  fluglifig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  hij  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  midland  rivers  are  very  low  and  fine  for  the 
time  of  the  year,  but  those  who  have  been  out  have 
done  well  amongst  the  chub,  dace,  and  pike.  Some 
very  fine  dace  have  been  had  from  the  Penk  by  the 
members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  from  their 
private  water  at  Acton.    Some  of  the  other  clubs  have 
not  met  with  very  good  sport  on  their  private  waters, 
but  some  of  the  public  and  open  waters  have  provided 
some  very  good  sport.    On  the  Severn,  from  Lin- 
combWeir  up  to  Hampton  Lode,  sport  was  good  on 
Nov.  2  and  3,  when  some  good  chub  were  taken, 
ftlthough  the  mornings  were  rather  foggy,  but  during 
midday,  after  the  fog  lifted,  the  fish  began  to  bite 
very  freely  and  some  good  baskets  were  secured. 
Some  few  small  pike  were  taken  from  the  Arley 
dibtrict  on  the  Trent.    Some  small  pike  were  taken 
from  private  waters,  81b.  being  about  the  largest 
weight.    Some  few  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken 
from  the  Kugeley  water.    The  Avon  is  also  low  and 
fine,  no  rain  of  any  account  having  fallen  for  three 
weeks.     A  few  pike  have  been  taken,  but  they 
have  been  small.     Some  decent  perch  have  been 
taken  with  the  minnow,  and    one    or  two  good 
catches    of    roach    and  dace  have  bren  had  from 
the  deep  waters  below  Stratford.     Down  to  Per- 
shore  in  the  river  near  to  Fladbury  some  good  sized 
roach  have  been  taken  with  the  stewed  wheat  and 
gentles.    The  pike  have  been  moving  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wyre  and  up  to  Evesham,  the  live  bait 
being  the  most  successful.    Our  canals  have  again 
provided  some  good  jack  fishing.    Two  anglers  on 
Nov.  3  caught  twelve  fish  near  to  Wilmcote,  and 
below  near  down  to  Kingswood  some  small  fish  were 
taken  with  the  spoon  bait,  and  a  few  small  roach  at 
Upton  Magna.    Some  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
canal,  but  I  hear  that  netting  is  being  practised  by 
some  of  the  locals.    The  Coventry  Canal,  near  to 
Fradley  Junction,  has  been  again  fished  with  good 
results.    The  Droitwich  and  Myra  Canal,  at  Stoke 
Golding,  is  not  up  to  much,  the  latter  canal  having 
been  netted  by  some  of  the  Hinkley  men,  who,  if 
caught,  should  be  prosecuted  by  the  Midland  Canal 
Company,  who  have  the  fishing  rights.  We  are  having 
cold  foggy  weather,  with  frosty  nights. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Eain,  which  anglers  are  badly  wanting  to  improve 
the  conditions  for  roach  fishing,  had  not  fallen  up  to 
the  time  of  writing  (Tuesday  evening),  and  with  the 
barometer  in  its  present  position  there  is  no  imme- 
diate prospect  of  the  much-desired  downpour,  although 
a  dense  fog  has  enveloped  the  district  for  three  days. 
Itoach  fishing  has  consequently  got  from  bad  to  worse, 
and  very  few  anglers  deem  it  worth  while  just  now  to 
attempt  to  catch  the  red  fins.  Nothing  but  the  very 
finest  tackle,  the  most  tempting  baits,  and  a  good  stock 
if  patience  will  qualify  for  attaining  that  end.  On 
the  other  hand  pike-fishing  has  been  rewarded  with 
capital  results.  The  trolling  rod  has  been  largely  in 
evidence  on  the  lengths  of  the  Witham  between  Dog- 
dyke  and  Anton  Gowts  in  the  Boston  district,  and 
although  no  exceptionally  large  pike  have  been 
accounted  for,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  sport  amongst 
the  juveniles,  or  in  other  words  amongst  the  fish 
weighing  up  to  51b.  The  Forty-foot  has  yielded  a  few 
better  specimens,  although  the  fifteen  and  sixteen 
pounders,  which  the  river  undoubtedly  contains,  have 
yet  to  be  reckoned  with.  The  best  sport  on  this  river 
has  been  had  in  the  Swinesheadand  Hubbert's  Bridge 
districts,  where  the  live  bait  has  killed  fish  scaling 
From  51b.  to  81b.  In  the  Donington  district,  too, 
inglers  have  been  busy,  and  a  br^ce  captured  on 
?aturday  near  the  Neslam  Bridge  weighed  just  over 
131b.  the  pair. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  roach  were  taken  in  the  upper  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull  during  last  week,  some  of  them 
>caling  from  15oz.  to  lib.  2Joz.  each;  and  amongst 
those  that  were  shown  at  "the  clubhouses  in  the 
3ity,  Mr.  H.  Bulliment,  of  the  Osborne  Angling 
^.Sfociation,  had  one  of  lib.  2Joz. ;  another  was 
3aught  with  worm  at  Arram  Beckend  that  scaled 
lib.  4oz.  A  few  very  good  pike  have  also  been 
;.aken  in  the  top  stretches ;  but  the  dense  fogs 
3f  the  present  week  so  far  have  not  been  conducive  of 
■nuch  sport  either  in  roach  or  pike  fishing.  The  river 
Ludd  appears  to  be  the  most  prolific  for  our  local  anglers 
it  present,  and  recently  some  remarkably  good  catches 
for  the  time  of  year  have  been  obtained  amongst 
■oach  and  perch.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  now  very  fair  both  in  spinning 
;he  spoon  and  live  bait  fishing;  and  a  party  of 
inglers  visiting  the  top  ponds  last  week  did  very 
well  amongst  pike  and  perch,  several  of  the  latter 
;omg  21b.  each.    The  closing  match  of  the  season 


so  far  as  the  Hull  societies  are  concerned,  took  place 
on  the  River  Hull,  near  Hempholme,  on  Oct.  26, 
by  the  members  of  the  Central  Hull  Association,  the 
four  chief  winners  being  Messrs.  J.  Woodall,  F.  Waites, 
Arthur  Marshall,  and  Fred  Phillipson ;  the  prizes 
were  distributed  to  the  successful  competitors  on  the 
29  Oct.,  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  under  the  jiresi- 
dency  of  Mr.  G.  Dixon.  To-day  (Saturday)  the 
Osborne  Angling  Association  will  hold  their  annual 
sweepstakes  on  the  River  Hull,  at  Grovehill,  and  as  the 
river  in  this  district  is  in  very  nice  condition  for  opera- 
tions, with  favourable  weather  sport  should  be  fairly 
good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Pendlebury  Angling  Society,  Albion  Inn,  a  new 
society,  fished  a  matcji  at  Worsley  on  Saturday,  Nov.  2, 
and  report  very  fair  sport;   all  prizes,   etc.,  were 
awarded.    Twenty-three  fished,  paying  a  fee  of  Is. 
each,  to  which  was  added  10s.   After  fishing  the  usual 
time  the  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  T.  Robinson, 
17s.  6d. ;    A.  Rushton,  7s.   Gd. ;   R.    Syddall,   5s. ; 
and  J.   Crank,   3s. ;    A.    Rushton   also  takes  the 
sweepstakes.     The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin 
states  that  "pike  fishing  is  still  aSording  the  best 
sport."     They    should    all    be    got   out.  To-day 
the  Atherton  centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation are  holding  their  annual  dinner  at  Tyldesley 
at  the  Castle  Hotel,  time  to  be  called  at  five  o'clock. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  represented  at  that  time. 
On  the  7th  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  was  held,  but  too  late  for  notice 
this  week.    There  was,  however,  the  same  account  of 
satisfactory  progress  made.   At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Lune  Fishery  Board  it  was  reported  that  there  had  been 
a  nice  run  of  salmon  up  the  Lune,  and  also  of  sea-trout. 
The  estuary  continues  to  be  a  cause  of  anxiety,  the 
heavy  waters  and  the  hard  running  tides  have  together 
stirred  up  the  undesirable  accumulations.    Some  re- 
duction in  licences  to  angle  for  salmon  in  certain 
waters  was  asked  for  and  the  Board  decided  to  grant 
the  request.    The  Wyre  has  aSorded  some  very  good 
sport  amongst  the  coarfe  fish  and  some  little  time 
since  migratory  trout  afforded  sport  of  a  kind  decidedly 
above  the  average.  The  St.  Helen's  Anglers  have  again 
withheld  the  report  of  their  outing  to  Little  Budworth. 
The  Liverpool  centre  of  the  N.A.A.  claims  to  have  on 
its  roll-call  nine-tenths  of  the  club  anglers  in  that 
city,  rather  a  tall  claim.    The  N.A.A.  is  still  in  great 
power  at   Bolton,   and    Bolton  strongly  resembles 
Birmingham's  position  in  the  P.A.A.    Just  as  pike 
fishers  were  counting  on  a  few  days  the  blessed  fog 
comes  and  stops  everything.    On  Nov.  4,  in  Man- 
chester, three  rods  en  route  for  a  day  were  discovered 
"  free-lunching,"  having  deposited  their  tackle  in  safe 
keeping  "  with  a  friend,"  and  where  it  will  no  doubt 
stay  for  some  weeks  now. 

FROM  MANCHESTER, 

The  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society  celebrated  their 
anniversary  with  the  usual  dinner  and  business  moet- 
ii'g  on  the  1st,  Mr.  Etchells  presiding  over  an  attend- 
ance of  about  four  scoire.  The  balance-sheet  and 
report  were  both  satisfactory,  so  easily  got  passed,  and 
then  the  company  settled  down  to  a  programme  of 
music,  etc.,  which  for  variety  and  merit  would  be  hard 
to  beat.  Like  "  Royals  "  they  toasted  the  King  to  start 
with,  and  concluded  with  the  National  Anthem  as  usual. 
The  club  room  of  the  Duchy  Angling  Society  was  packed 
to  overflowing  on  the  4th  with  members  and  friends 
to  receive  the  Bridgewater  Challenge  Shield  officially 
from  the  Board.  Mr.  W.  Prescot,  for  the  Board, 
handed  over  the  shield,  illuminated  record  gold  medal^ 
and  first  cash  prize  after  making  a  concise  but 
interesting  speech.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society  has 
so  far  had  a  .splendid  career,  and  the  members  intend 
that  next  year  they  will  be  even  more  enthusiastic. 
The  smoker  which  followed  the  ceremony  was  an 
exceptionally  good  one,  the  band,  singers,  and  other 
artists  being  far  above  the  usual  smoker  calibre. 
A  favoured  few  on  Saturday,  Nov.  2,  were  permitted 
to  see,  probably,  the  finest  lot  of  roach  that  ever 
passed  through  this  city  for  stocking  purposes.  They 
were  supplied  by  Mr.  Coddington,  Dogdyke,  who  was 
so  anxious  to  transfer  them  in  safety  that  he  per- 
sonally accompanied  the  consignment.  The  day 
turned  out  very  warm,  but  eventually  they  found  a 
new  home,  with  only  a  loss  of  less  than  2  per  cent., 
strong  testimony  to  their  condition  by  prepara- 
tion. Next  season  many  of  these  fish  will  return 
to    this    city    in    some    angler's    basket    or  bag. 


HOLLOWAY'S  PILLS.  For  the  cure  of  debility,  also  liver  and 
stomach  complaints,  this  inappreciable  medicine  is  so  well  known 
m  every  part  of  tlie  world,  and  the  cures  performed  by  its  use 
are  so  wonderful,  that  it  now  stands  pre-eminent  above  all  other 
remedies,  more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  bilious  and  liver 
complaints,  disorders  of  the  stomach,  dropsy,  and  debilitated 
constitution.  The  beneficial  ertects  of  the  Pills  are  so  lasting' 
that  the  whole  system  is  renewed,  the  organs  of  digestion 
strengthened,  and  a  free  respiration  promoted.  They  e.\pel  from 
the  secretive  organs  the  morbid  matter  which  produces  intlam- 
matiou,  pain,  fever,  debility,  and  physical  decay,  thus  anniliilat- 
ing,  by  their  purifying  properties,  the  virulence  of  the  most 
painful  and  devastating  diseases. 


The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  announc3  tho 
acquisition  of  some  desirable  fiihiog  privilo'a.s  in 
addition  to  those  they  alroidy  hold.  Thjy  hiva  aUo 
decided  to  hold  their  first  "tatur  tart  treat  "  eirly  in 
December  at.heaiquirters.  Th3  Bm  lirierlcy  An  'lin" 
Society  were  noted  fjr  their  anauil  dinner  on  Njv.  ?' 
of  course  too  late  for  notice  this  weak.  Ssverai 
meetings  have  boon  seriously  intorforel  with  by 
the  fog  in  the  eirly  pirt  of  the  week.  Njv. 
14  is  the  night  appointoi  for  th3  anauil  mj3tia' 
of  the  Couity  Palatine  Angling  Asjojia'.ian.  " 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  fog  handicapped  our  anglers  to  a  serious  extent, 
though  at  the  period  of  writing  it  had  lifted  and  given 
way  to  crisp,  frosty  weather.  The  Trent  has  run  into 
comparatively  small  volume,  and  pike  votaries  have 
since  our  last  caught  some  handsome  fish  on  various 
sections  of  the  river.  At  Shardlow,  on  Saturday,  Mr. 
Geo.  Anstey,  of  the  City  Wellington  Society,  ran 
and  landed  five  with  the  trolling  bait.  The  best 
weighed  111b.,  and  two  of  the  others  scaled  8lb.  and 
71b.  respectively.  Mr.  E.  Stevens,  of  Shardlow 
Wharf,  also  secured  one  of  101b ;  whilst  four 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Turton.  At 
King's  Mills,  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  of  the  City  Fox  and 
Owl  Society,  has  taken  nine,  including  a  brace  of 
lOJlb.,  and  capital  sport  on  the  same  stretch  has  been 
enjoyed  by  other  subscribers  to  the  length.  I  am 
glad  to  learn  that  the  lessee  (Mr.  T.  Wood)  is 
gradually  recovering  from  his  long  illness.  No  one 
is  more  fond  of  the  river-side  than  that  gentleman.  On 
the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  section,  above  Sawley  House 
Bridge,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  creeled,  in  two 
outings,  167  splendid  roach  with  gentles,  and  close  on 
1001b.  have,  in  two  outings,  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
H.  E.  Birks;  only  the  best  fish  were  retained.  Chub 
anglers  have  done  fairly  well  with  greaves  at  Fiskerton, 
Colwick,  and  Clifton.  Members  of  the  City  Waltonians 
engaged  in  a  pegged-down  match  at  Rollcston  on 
Nov.  1,  when  the  first  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Boot.    Small  takes  resulted. 

FROM   WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  dense  fogs  of  the  last  five  days  have  kept  the 
majority  of  anglers  at  home.  A  few  have  been  plucky 
enough  to  face  it,  and  have  done  very  well  among  the 
grayling  with  the  maggot;  the  keen  frosty  nTghts 
seem  to  have  improved  their  appetites,  for  they 
are  going  better  than  they  have  all  the  season, 
but  the  leaves  are  very  troublesome.  Roach 
are  taking  the  paste  freely,  and  large  quantities 
are  being  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  culverts  of  the 
city  and  elsewhere.  Chub  are  taking  pith  and 
brains  and  the  cheese  paste.  Mr.  E.  Thomas 
had  141b.,  Messrs.  Hill  and  Robinson,  281b.  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield  €aught  a  fine  lot  of  dace  and  a  few  grayling 
with  the  maggot,  and  Messrs.  V^illiams,  Thomas" 
Thompson,  Harris,  and  Jones,  61b.  to  121b.  of  roach 
each ;  Mr.  Martin  Perks  a  heavy  basket  of  grayling, 
dace,  and  chub  from  the  Teme ;  and  Messrs.  Jones, 
Weaver,  Stokes,  and  others  caught  over  six  brace  of 
grayling  each.  Pike  fishing  has  been  fairlv  success- 
ful in  the  Severn  and  Teme.  Mr.  E.  HiU  caught 
one,  61b.,  and  another,  SJlb.,  within  the  city  boun- 
daries ;  Mr.  Buon,  a  71b.  fish,  near  Camp  Weirs, 
and  several  small  fish  have  been  taken  higher  up  the 
river.  Some  large  fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Avon 
up  to  ll^lb.  All  the  clubs  are  very  quiet  now.  The 
district  association  are  doing  their  best  to  secure  fishing 
for  the  members,  and  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  have 
agreed  tq_ invest  members  of  the  association  with 
authority  to  protect  the  Severn  fisheries  during  the 
coming  season  against  poaching  and  illegal  fishing, 
and  they  mean  to  strictly  guard  the  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

What  with  the  drought  and  the  fogs  anglers  are  not 
having  very  happy  times.  Abundant  rains  are  needed 
to  put  the  rivers  in  condition,  "very  low  "  being  the 
general  complaint.  Nevertheless,  week-end  reports  to 
Saturday  (Nov.  2)  showed  that  fairly  good  sport  had 
been  expeiienced  in  some  quarters.  Ouse  fishermen 
have  played  havoc  amongst  roach,  and  both  roach  and 
dace  were  hooked  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Derwent. 
Above  Pillington  two  exceptionally  fine  chub  were 
caught  recently.  Grayling  fishing  with  fly  has  been 
fairly  successful  in  the  preserved  Ryedale  streams,  but 
bottom  fishers  have  better  records.  A  succession  of 
frosty  nights  and  bright  days,  after  three  days'  fog,  would 
greatly  improve  the  outlook.  Light  morning  frosts 
have  already  brightened  prospects  for  Swale  fisher- 
men, who,  however,  haVe  found  it  bitterly  cold  by  the 
riverside.  Ure  anglers  are  confident  of  sport  "  when 
the  sun  shines  on  the  water."  Very  little  fresh  water 
has  come  down  the  Nidd,  but  with  frosty  nights  and 
bright  days  grayling  fishing  should  improve.  Only 
meagre  sport  has  been  possible  on  the  Esk,  a  good 
soaking  rain  being  needed.  A  few  fair-sized  salmon 
have  been  grassed  lately.  With  the  aid  of  the  bottom 
line,  sea  anglers  at  Whitby  are  enjoying  excellent 
sport.  They  have  not  been  quite  so"  successful  at 
Scarborough. 
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CASSELL  &  COMPANY'S  ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


the 


NOW  READY. 

Behind   the   Scenes  in 
Transvaal. 

Being  Reminiscences  of  an  English  Official.  By  DAVID  MACKAY 
WILSON.    7s.  6d. 

Marine  Painting  in  Water  Colour 

By  W.  L.  WYLLIE,  A.R.A.    With  2i  Coloured  Plates.  5s. 

CasselFs  Mai^fazine. 

Yearly  Volume,  1901.  Including  Eudyaed  Kipling's  great  Story,  "  KIM." 
With  upwatds  of  1,000  Illustrations.  8s. 

Cassell  s  Family  Doctor. 

By  A  MEDICAL  MAN.    With  8  Illustrations.    Cheap  Edition.  6s. 

NOVELS. 

The  Giant's  Gate. 

By  MAX  PE:MBERT0N.  6s.  Already  reprinted  to  meet  the  large  and 
growing  demand. 

The  Laird's  Luck,  and  other  Fireside  Tales. 

By  A.  T.  QUILLER- COUCH  ("  Q  ")  6s. 

A  Man  of  Millions. 

By  SAMUEL  R.  KEIGHTLEY.  6s. 

The  Ambassador's  Adventure. 


READY  SHORTLY. 

Social  England. 

Illustrated  Edition.  Edited  by  the  late  H.  D.  TRAILL,  D.C.L.,  and 
J.  S.  MANN,  ]M.A.  With  about  2,500  Illustrations  and  numerous  Coloured 
Plates,  reproduced  from  authentic  sources.  Vol.  L,  containing  about 
800  pages,  gilt  top,  12s.  net. 

London  Afternoons: 

Chapters  on  the  Social  Life,  Architecture,  and  Records  of  the  Great  City 
and  its  Neighbourhood.  By  the  Rev.  W.  J.  LOFTIE,  B.A.,  F.S.A.  With 
GO  PtfTl-Page  Illustrations.    10s.  Cxi.  net. 


By  ALLEN  UPWARD.  6s. 

READY 


SHORTLY. 


The  Princess  Cynthia. 

By  5IARGUERITE  BRYANT.  6s. 

Lepidus,  the  Centurion. 

A  Roman  of  To-day.  By  EDWIN  LESTER  ARNOLD,  Author  of  "  Phra 
the  Phcenician."  6s. 


The  Earth's  Beginning. 

By  Sir  ROBERT  8TAWELL  BALL,  LL.I).,  &c.  With  i  Cjlourod  Plates 
and  other  Illustrations.    7s.  Gd.  : 

Chinese  Porcelain. 

By  the  late  COSMO  MONKHOUSE.  With  a  Preface  and  Notes  by 
Dr.  S.  W.  BUSHELL,  C.M.G.,  Author  of  "  Oriental  Ceramic  Art."  Profusely' 
Illustrated,  and  containing  24  Plates  in  Colours.  30s.  net.  This  Edition 
will  be  limited  to  1,000  Copies. 

British  Sculpture  and  Sculptors 
of  To=day. 

By  M.  H.  SPIELMANN.  Paper  covers,  5s.  net ;  handsomely  bound  in 
cloth,  7s.  6(1  net. 

A  Masque  of  Days: 

Prom  the  Last  Essays  of  Elia.  Newly  Dressed  and  Decorated  by  Waltkb 
Ceane.    With  40  Full-Page  Designs  in  Colour.  Gs. 

Strange  Adventures   in  Dicky- 
Bird  Land. 

stories  told  by  Mother  Birds  to  Amuse  their  Chicks,  and  Overheard  bj 
R.  KEARTON,  P.Z.S.  Illustrated  from  Photos  by  C.  Keaeton.  ClothJ 
3s.  Gd. ;  and  cloth  gilt,  gilt  edges,  5s. 


CASSELL  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  LONDON  ;  and  all  Booksellers. 


SOUTH  DEVON. 

An  Important  and  Unique 

Frccboia  Residential  Sporting  estate. 

Seven  miles  from  Dai'tmouth,  six  miles  from  Kingsbridge,  thirty-three  miles  from  Exeter,  and 
twenty-six  miles  from  Plymouth,  embracing  an  area  of  about 

1250  ^cxc,z:as 

in  the  Parishes  of  Stokenham  and  Slapton,  with  Gentleman's  Residence,  Farms,  Lands,  The  Royal 
Sands  Itotel,  The  Fisherman's  Ai-ms  Inn,  Houses  and  Cottages  in  the  Village  of  Torcross,  widely 
known  as 

The  Estate  commands  a  sea  frontage  of  two  miles  to  Start  Bay  and  embraces  the  renowned 

FAMOTTS  FOR  ITS  "WILDFOWL  SHOOTING  AND  FISHINa. 

(With  the  above  is  included  the  Lordship  of  the  MANOR  OF  STOKENHAM.) 

The  property  will  be  submitted  for  sale  in  one  or  more  Lots  bv  Public  Auction  by  Mr.  A. 
BROMLEY  SANDKRS,  at  the  New  London  Hotel,  Exeter,  on  THURSDAY,  the  14th  day  of  November 
1901,  at  3.0  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  precisely  (unless  previously  disposed  of  by  private  treaty). 

Plans  and  particular.?  may  be  obtained  of  the  Afctioneer,  The  C'loFe,  Exeter,  Messrs.  Earpley, 
Holt,  &  Hulbert,  28,  Charles  Street,  St.  James'  Square,  London,  S.W.,  or  of  Messrs.  DrMOND  &  | 
Parsons,  21,  Southernhay  West,  Exeter. 

The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82   PAGES   OP   LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  oan 
bo  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  oonoise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G,,"  In  every  iasue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features, 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  speoially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookstallB,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING., 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish : 

Trout,  Rainbov7s,  Char,  Grayling-,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM^ 

THOMiLS  FORI>, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E>C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


'A  thoroughly  good  Sporting  Paper." — Bristol  Timss. 


"LAND  AND  WATER" 

rJilCE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  alt 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writei  s 
of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting' 
and  so  on. 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says  :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary,  Land  and  Water 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com 
prehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,^  35/- 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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Woies  from  i^e  ilotrf^. 


The  rivers  are  in  fine  ply  now  that  the  season  is 
over.  A  large  head  of  fish  has  been  observed  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  probably  drawn  into  the 
river  with  the  late  floods. 


A  good  few  were  got  on  the  Park  Drum  and  Culter 
;  section  during  the  closing  days.    Canon  Murdoch  had 

five  scaling  from  71b.  to  291b.  on  the  Upper  Drum 
,  water,  and  Mr.  Bond  four  on  the  same  beat,  IGlb., 

201b.,  211b.,  and  221b. 


The  Duchess  of  Fife  had  a  good  season  on  the  Mar 
Lodge  water  at  the  start,  but  later  on  her  success  was 
not  up  to  former  years. 

As  showing  the  poverty  of  the  past  season,  only  ten 
fibh  were  killed  during  the  back-end  on  the  Kincardine 
water,  where  two  hundred  is  about  the  normal  average. 

Anglers  on  the  Don  ceased  fishing  long  before  the 
close — not  for  the  lack  of  fish,  but  on  account  of  the 
stinking  water. 


The  Saueh  Pool,  on  the  Grandholm  section,  was 
netted  on  Monday,  and  several  hundreds  of  the  best 
of  the  fish— that  is,  healthiest — helped  over  the  dykes. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Penny  Craik,  of  Craig  Castle,  enter- 
tained his  tenants  and  friends  to  a  grand  entertainment 
on  Friday,  Nov.  1,  in  return  for  their  celebration  of  their 
marriage  some  months  ago.  Mr.  Craik  is  an  enthusi- 
astic angler  and  a  keen  sportsman  of  the  first  water. 


The  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock  Fishers  finished  their 
season  on  Saturday  last  with  a  consolation  competition. 
The  heaviest  basket  off  the  rocks  during  the  season 
was  made  by  Mr.  Alesr.  Douglas,  and  weighed  2881b., 
while  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  was  got  by  Mr. 
Goo.  Anderson,  and  scaled  201b.  12oz. 


Lady  Gwendoline,  daughter  of  Lord  Onslow,  Culter 
House,  landed  during  the  closing  days  of  the  salmon 
season  on  the  Dee  a  beauty  of  201b.,  which  was 
despatched  to  the  Right  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain. 


Mr.  Emslie,  Rosemont  Bar,  made  his  d^but  this 
autumn  as  an  angler  and  salmon  fisher,  and  at  the 
first  essay  landed  three  fine  fish  of  121b.,  181b.,  and 
22lb.  Many  a  veteran  might  envy  his  luck.  He  has 
fallen  into  the  art  all  of  a  heap. 


Mr.  Chas.  Ewan,  piper  to  the  late  Sir  Wm.  Brooks, 
^Bart.,  and  latterly  clerk  of  works,  has  purchased  the 
*  old  inn  "  Handagain  "  (holdagain)  in  Woodside,  the 
famous  resort  of  the  Lower  Don  anglers. 

The  estate  of  Ellishill,  near  Peterhead,  with  rights 
on  the  Ugie,  was  sold  last  week  in  Dawall's  Rooms, 
Edinburgh,  at  the  upset  price  £4500. 


Mr.  Panmure  Gordon  had  a  poor  season  on  the  Tay. 
He  blames  pollution  and  the  heavy  traffic  on  the 
waterway  for  spoiling  the  fishings  and  keeping  back 
the  salmon. 


Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  has 
been  eminently  successful  this  year  in  securing  a  full 
complement  of  ova  for  the  Board's  finely-appointed 
hatchery  at  Drum.  He  found  fish  well  into  the 
tributaries,  and  in  splendid  condition  for  striping. 
This  season  he  has  limited  himself  to  a  million  eggs. 

For  being  found  with  a  gaff  on  the  Don,  near 
Persley  Bridge,  Willie  Grant,  Aleck  Harper,  and  Alex 
Burnett,  all  quarry  workers,  were  fined  in  sums 
ranging  from  £3  to  £5,  with  expenses. 


Mr.  Bathgate,  Schoolhouse,  Yell,  Shetland,  killed 
lately  a  101b.  sea-trout  (female  fish),  the  head  and  tail 
of  which  he  is  sending  to  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancel y-lane,  London,  W.C. 

12,431.  Drying  fish,  peat,  seeds,  clay,  etc.  Patentee  : 
Mr.  G.  B.  Schwerin,  6,  Prinz-Ludwig- 
Strasse,  Munich,  Bavaria.  Water  or  other 
liquid  may  be  extracted  from  wood  pulp, 
starch  pulp,  ground  peat,  disintegrated 
fruits,  clay  sludge,  potatoes,  or  beetroot, 
disintegrated  fish  or  flesh,  crushed  seeds 
and  other  disintegrated  vegetable,  animal, 
and  mineral  substances  by  means  of  appa- 
ratus comprising  two  stationary  concentric 
cylinders,  between  which  revolves  a  helix 
rigidly  attached  by  means  of  bolts  to  two 
discs  having  sleeves  loosely  mounted  on  a 
shaft. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Both  committee  and  ordinary  meetings  were  held 
on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C.  Gill  being  voted  to  the  chair 
at  the  latter,  when  there  was  a  very  fair  attendance  of 
members.  From  the  reports  sea-fishing  appears  to  be 
improving  with  the  exception  of  Leigh,  which  the 
foggy  weather  does  not  suit  evidently  as  several  mem- 
bers visiting  there  have  met  poor  reward.  During  Mr. 
Gibson's  seventeen  days'  fishing  at  Deal  he  captured 
683  fish,  including  some  exceptionally  fine  dabs,  a  very 
fair  average  considering  that  sprat  did  not  make  their 
appearance  until  about  his  last  day,  when  he  was  able 
to  get  a  few  for  bait.  The  members  were  very  glad  to 
hear, from  him  that  Mr.  G.  E.  Vaughan  was  so  much 
better  in  health  and  had  visited  Deal  for  a  change 
of  air  after  his  recent  illness.  Mr.  Eldred  two  pike, 
one  only  retained  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Saunders  a  pike  of  101b. ; 
Mr.  Gray  flat-fish  at  Leigh ;  Mr.  Borthwiok  some 
thirty  whiting  up  to  IJ-lb.  weight  at  Burnham-on- 
Crouch  ;  Mr.  Gill  fifty-three  whiting  from  same  place  ; 
Mr.  Basten  whiting,  flat-fish,  and  pouting  from  New- 
haven  ;  Messrs.  Norman  and  Maull,  at  Newhaven,  a 
number  of  fish,  including  a  pollack  to  Mr.  Maull  of 
2Jlb.  Mr.  Hicks  and  Mr.  Napper  a  large  number  of 
whiting  from  Burnham.  There  were  good  reports 
from  other  places,  and  there  is  promise  of  a  very 
successful  outing  to  Deal  to-day.  On  Tuesday  next 
there  will  be  an  ordinary  meeting,  and  the  following 
Tuesday  a  microscopical  evening,  which  is  being 
arranged  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley. 

Manchester  Hotel,  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


A  WELL  attended  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  W.C,  on 
Nov.  4,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  ofliciating  as  chairman. 
The  president  sent  a  telegram  regretting  he  was  un- 
able to  attend.  The  confirmation  of  previous  minutes 
included  the  enrolment  of  the  Antelope  A.S.  recently 
formed  in  the  district  of  Leyton,  and  starting  with 
twenty-five  members.  The  Tunbridge  Wells  A.S., 
with  a  membership  of  seventy-five,  applied  for  enrol- 
ment ;  their  rules  were  reported  satisfactory  and  the 
affiliation  duly  agreed  to.  Important  letters  from 
the  G.  E.  R.  Company,  and  also  from  the  T.A.P.S., 
were  read  to  the  meeting.  An  interesting  discussion 
took  place  concerning  the  Thames  Defence  Committee. 
Mr.  Elsmore  reported  work  done  by  the  Committee 
of  the  T.A.P.S.,  which  included  important  netting 
operations  and  turning  into  the  Thames  of  upwards 
of  two  tons  of  fish,  that  the  cost  to  the  society  for  the 
housing  and  feeding  of  the  swans  was  £35,  and  that 
the  salaries  of  paid  bailiffs  formed  a  considerable  item. 
It  was  generally  agreed  that  clubs  should  do  their 
utmost  to  support  financially  such  good  work  done  in 
their  interest.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  Mr.  Elsmore  for  his  labours  in  connection 
with  the  audit  of  the  books  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  The  delegates  passed  a  vote  of  condolence 
with  the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  H. 
Lawes,  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
also  ordering  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  be  sent  to  the 
United  Brothers  A.S.  Visiting  officer  reported  a  good 
visit  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  twenty  clubs  attend- 
ing. From  the  reports  of  private  fisheries  it  appeared 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  had  been  obtained 
from  the  Pulborough  waters,  Mr.  W.  Stone  (Blackfriars 
A.S.)  having  captured  a  roach  of  21b.  3oz.  All  letters 
to  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary,  6,  Priter-road, 
London,  S.E. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Only  our  most  determined  supporters  faced  the 
weather  on  Wednesday,  and  consequently  we  had 
rather  a  small  muster.  Mr.  J.  Potter  was  voted  to 
the  chair,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  business  was 
transacted.  The  weather  appears  to  have  discouraged 
even  our  most  persevering  fishermen,  and  for  the  first 
time  for  many  a  long  day  there  was  not  a  single  report 
of  a  successful  fishing  expedition. — G.  W. 


FISHING  AT  PRETORIA. 


At  the  close  of  last  summer  it  was  my  luck  to  be 
stationed  at  a  small  fort  on  the  banks  of  the  Crocodile 
river,  near  Pretoria.  Being  quite  alone,  I  often  used 
to  pass  the  days  fishing  in  the  brown  waters  of  the 
river.  The  fish  seem  to  be  of  two  varieties — the  first 
and  largest  a  very  fair  fish  possessing  a  large  flat  head 
and  big  mouth,  with  a  beard  something  like  that  of 
the  barbel ;  the  second  a  smaller  variety  like  a  roach, 
called  out  here  the  "  yellow  fish."  The  former  run  to 
a  moderate  size,  one  being  caught  weighing  41b.  I 
was  only  lucky  enough  to  get  one  weighing  a  trifle 
over  lib.,  but  several  of  12oz.  to  14oz.,  which  were  all 


weighed  on  the  spring  balance  used  for  the  tea,  coffee, 
and  sugar  with  which  a  beneficent  Government  regales 
Thomas  Atkins.  The  fish  never  give  any  sport,  as 
after  one  or  two  rushes  when  first  hooked  they  allow 
tliemselves  to  be  brought  into  the  shallow  water  and 
landed.  The  best  place  to  fisli  for  the  first  variety 
seemed  to  be  in  the  pools  round  rocks  above  the  rapids, 
which  abound  in  the  river,  for  the  second  at  the  end 
of  the  troubled  water  below  the  rapids.  I  tried  both 
float  and  bottom  fishing,  and  it  was  with  the  former 
that  I  was  most  successful,  although  with  the  latter 
one  is  more  likely  to  tempt  the  larger  fish,  which  aro 
essentially  bottom  feeders.  The  l)cst  and,  in  fact, 
almost  the  only  bait  is  worms,  as  paste  baits  and  meat 
arc  sucked  off  immediately  by  what  the  youthful 
cockney  fisherman  in  the  round  pond  calls  "  tiddlers." 
My  best  day  was  seventeen  fish  varying  from  Jib.  to 
jib.  What  one  would  have  done  without  the  river  is 
hard  to  say,  and  it  proved  a  great  boon  for  all  the 
inmates  of  the  fort  in  providing  a  pleasant  addition  to 
the  daily  fare  of  trek  ox  and  goat.  A  brother  officer  of 
mine  tried  the  fly,  but  without  success. — H.  E.  1).,  2nd 
Lincolnshire  Regiment  (Pampocm  Kraal,  Transvaal, 
Sept.  2).— Field. 


Cottesponbence, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  NEW  ZEALAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  my  record  of  takes  during  the 
past  two  fishing  seasons,  which,  if  you  think  will 
interest  the  readers  of  your  paper,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  publish,  together  with  this  letter. 

The  following  is  a  short  account  of  the  sport 
obtained  by  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bowker  (now  serving  with 
the  7th  New  Zealand  contingent  in  South  Africa)  and 
myself  during  the  Christmas  holidays  from  Dec.  25, 
1900,  to  Jan.  2,  1901. 

We  pitched  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Upper  Opihi, 
South  Canterbury,  N.Z.,  and  had  excellent  spore 
every  day  during  the  above  time.  We,  however,  only 
fished  between  the  hours  of  9  a.m.  and  1  or  2  p.m., 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  best  time  for  fly  fishing. 

During  the  time  we  were  camped  on  the  river  wc 
killed  246  fish,  none  of  which  were  under  lOJ  inches 
long  (the  limit  in  New  Zealand  being  9  inches).  This 
number,  however,  does  not  represent  anything  like 
the  number  caught,  as  we  returned  to  the  water  all 
fish  under  lOJ  inches. 

On  Dec.  28  and  29  we  (two  rods)  had  particularly 
good  sport,  82  fish  being  killed  for  the  two  days,  the 
respective  baskets  being  as  follows : — 28th,  Mr. 
Bowker  23  fish,  myself  20  fish  ;  29th,  Mr.  Bowker, 
21  fish,  and  myself  18  fish.  The  weight  of  each 
basket  was  not  taken  separately,  but  on  the  29th, 
before  leaving  for  town,  we  weighed  the  82  fish,  and 
they  turned  the  scale  at  a  few  ounces  over  1171b., 
an  average  of  lib.  6oz.  per  fish.  The  largest 
fish  scaled  81b.  8oz.  There  were  a  number  weigh- 
ing between  21b.  and  31b.,  a  few  about  12oz.,  the 
majority  being  fish  ranging  between  lib.  and  lib.  12oz. 
in  weight.  Mr.  Henry  Collet,  on  whose  farm  we  were 
camped,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  having  seen  such  a 
fine,  even  lot  of  fish  at  one  time ;  they  formed  a  very 
pretty  sight  when  laid  out  on  the  grass. 

On  each  of  the  days  referred  to  we  commenced 
fishing  about  9  a.m.  and  finished  about  2  p.m.,  and  1 
am  quite  confident  that  had  we  continued  until  the 
evening  on  each  day  (December  28  and  29)  we  could 
have  easily  doubled  the  number  killed. 

The  fly  used  by  me  was  the  Yellow  Tip  Governor, 
0  hook,  and  a  3x  cast  (.\llcock's  ordinary).  Mr.  Bowker 
used  similar  fly  and  cast. 

You  will  learn  from  the  record  of  takes  referred  to 
that  during  the  past  two  seasons  I  have  taken  1639 
fish  of  a  total  weight  of  13391b.  12oz.,  an  average  of 
13oz.  per  fish. 

Both  Mr.  Bowker  and  myself  used  S.  Allcock  &  Co.'s 
eleven-foot  cane  rods  with  steel  centre.  My  own  rod, 
which  has  been  in  use  the  whole  of  last  season,  is  as 
straight  and  sound  now  as  when  it  left  the  maker's 
works.— Yours  faithfully, 

Chas.  E.  J.  Hassell,  Hon.  Sec, 
Timaru  Anglers'  Society,  N.Z. 

[We  see  from  the  records  he  sends  that  from  Oct.  4, 
1900,  to  April  28,  1901,  Mr.  Hassell  caught  806  trout, 
nearly  all  with  fly,  weighing  6231b.  8oz.,  or  a  little 
over  fib.  a  fish.  His  take  for  the  previous  season, 
Oct.  1,  1899,  to  April  8,  1900,  was  833  trout  weighing 
7161b.  4oz.,  or  a  little  over  13oz.  per  fish.  His  average 
for  the  days  he  fished  was,  roughly,  ten  brace  a  day,  a 
performance  which  could  hardly  be  equalled  except  in 
New  Zealand. — Ed.] 


SPINNING  BAIT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the  best 
distance  for  a  lead  from  a  spinning  bait  (trout  or  pike). 
Pennell  tells  us,  p.  21,  "  Modern  Practical  Angler  "  — 
"  The  spinner  is  thus  enabled  to  get  a  clear  two  or 
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threo  feet  of  gut  or  clouded  gimp  between  the  bait  and 
the  lead."  The  same  writer,  p.  123,  says  on  trout 
spinning — "  The  trace  in  this  case  should  be  con- 
structed with  two  yards  of  stout,  round,  stained  gut 
between  the  lead  and  the  flight."  G.  C.  Davies,  in 
his  edition  of  Walton  and  Cotton,  says — "  A  foot  above 
the  flight  should  be  a  loop  which  can  be  taken  off 
and  put  on  a  hook  swivel,  which  comes  next.  ...  A 
foot  above  that  should  be  another  swivel,  and  then  the 
lead."    This  will  be  about  two  feet. — Yours  truly, 

"  Countryman." 


PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Deab  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform 
me  where  I  can  obtain  good  pike  fishing  within  reason- 
able distance  of  London.  I  should,  perhaps,  add  that 
most  of  my  fishing  is  done  on  Sundays,  although  I 
occasionally  manage  a  Saturday  off. — Yours  trulv, 

J.  E.  H. 


LOUGHS  CORRIB  AND  MASK. 

Deae  Sir, — One  cannot  but  be  amused  at  the  incon- 
sistency of  Mr.  Gedney.  He  does  "  John  Bickerdyke  " 
the  honour  to  agree  with  him  as  regards  the  unlimited 
amount  of  free  fishing  on  the  above  lakes.  Of  course, 
every  angler  knowing  these  two  large  lakes  will  also 
agree  with  these  two  gentlemen ;  but  Mr.  Gedney  in 
agreeing  with  Mr.  Bickerdyke  as  to  ''it  not  being 
profitable  to  draw  comparisons  between  them,"  im- 
mediately after  does  so  in  bitter  earnest,  as  he  did  in 
his  previous  letter.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Gedney  was  well 
treated  at  Oughterard.  Mr.  Ross,  the  head  bailiff,  is 
courtesy  itself,  so  is  Mike  Farrell,  one  of  the  under 
bailiffs.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Gedney  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  see  "  cross-lining  "  during  his  short  stay,  and 
as  I  said  before,  "he  speaks  as  he  finds,"  but  he  has 
been  sorely  hoodwinked  if  he  has  taken  the  bait  that 
"  cross-lining  "  is  stopped.  I  expected  Colonel  AUix 
would  have  written  earlier  on  the  matter,  but  I  was 
delighted  to  see  his  letter  ;  he  is  a  thorough  sportsman 
and  known  well  at  Ballinrobe,  Cong,  and  Clonbur,  and 
would  not  stoop  to  a  misrepresentation  of  facts.  In  a 
previous  letter  I  stated  that  I  had  never  seen  a  water- 
bailiff  since  the  time  I  first  went  on  Lough  Corrib,  but 
referred  to  a  sailing  boat  that  I  saw  taking  a  round  of 
the  lake.  I  now  find  that  this  boat  was  not  the  water- 
bailiff  but  a  police  boat,  which  was  taking  the  round 
mentioned  to  look  after  illicit  stills  and  "  poteen." 
Harking  back,  "  Observer  "  has  not  yet  stated  what  he 
or  she  is  "  driving  at."  I  judge  this  correspondent  to 
be  the  cross-lining  "gintilman"  referred  to  in  my 
last,  but  there  was  a  feminine  sound  in  the  expression 
"  horrid."  Reading  between  the  lines,  after  due  con- 
sideration, of  "Observer's"  letter,  my  own  experience, 
and  the  paragraph  contained  in  the  admirable  little 
guide  I  enclose,  I  take  it  there  is  an  unwritten  under- 
standing between  the  cross-line  poachers  and  some  of 
(I  won't  say  all)  the  water-bailiffs — that  the  former 
do  not  work  the  waters  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
Oughterard,  but  may  do  so  beyond  the  large  island  of 
Inchingoill  and  not  be  interfered  with  for  doing  so. 
Mr.  Ross,  the  head  bailiff,  himself  told  me  it  was  no 
use  trying  to  catch  the  cross-liners,  they  had  no  boats 
that  could  do  so.  The  funds,  he  stated,  were  in- 
adequate and  their  pay  very  small,  so  that  they  had 
to  earn  money  otherwise — as  fishermen  employed  by 
visitors,  etc. 

I  am  taking  up  much  of  your  valuable  space,  but 
the  matter  takes  a  great  deal  of  explanation  to  unravel 
the  mystery  why  cross-lining  is  permitted  on  this  part 
of  the  lake,  for  it  unquestionably  is  so,  or  the  poachers 
would  not  be  so  daring  or  defy  the  bailiffs  to  catch 
them.  The  existing  state  of  things  show  extreme 
indifference  to  the  depredations  of  the  poachers,  and 
the  ultimate  ruin  of  tiie  fishing. — Yours  faithfully, 

Castletown  House,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh, 

Lough  Corrib, 

[The  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland 
Tourist  Guide  to  Connemara  says,  p.  47 :  "An  in- 
quiry was  held  in  1895  by  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in 
Ireland  with  the  result  that  cross-line  fishing— the  curse 
of  any  water  from  the  rodman's  point  of  view — is  for 
the  present  to  be  allowed  to  go  on,  in  the  interest  of  a 
"  considerable  number,  living  chiefly  about  Oughterard, 
who  support  themselves  and  their  families  by. cross- 
line  fishing."  The  report  adds  :  "  Poaching  in  various 
forms  and  illegal  netting  undoubtedly  prevail,  and  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  Board  of  Conservators  are  not 
exercising  their  powers  or  expending  their  funds  in  a 
judicious  manner.  The  Inspector  of  Wafer  Bailiffs  at 
Oughterard,  who  is  also  licence  distributer,  is  a  fish 
buyer  and  deals  with  avowed  poachers,  who  in  m:Lny 
instances  are  water-hailiffs."  Is  not  this  lovely  ?  Our 
German  friends  would  call  it  "  Kolossal  I  " — Ed.] 


THAMES  FISHERY  RIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir, — With  your  permission  I  should  like  to 
make  a  few  brief  remarks  in  reply  to  the  letter  signed 
"  L."  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  2. 

I  had  no  intention  of  misrepresenting  the  late  Mr. 
Dove,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  having  done  so.  Mr. 


Dove's  pamphlet  is  now  before  me,  and  I  adhere  to 
what  I  wrote.  I  was  not  surprised  to  learn,  as  "  L." 
suggests  I  should  be,  that  a  Bill  had  been  promoted 
some  years  since  with  a  view  of  altering  the  then 
existing  law  with  respect  to  private  rights  in  navigable 
and  non-navigable  rivers,  above  the  flow  of  the  tide, 
as  I  have  known  of  it  for  many  years,  and  it  was 
referred  to  by  "  Lex  "  in  his  letter  to  you  of  Oct.  19  ; 
but  I  was  also  aware  that  the  Bill  had  never  passed 
into  an  Act,  and  that  the  law  therefore  remains  now 
as  it  did  then,  unaltered.  "Lex,"  after  criticising 
the  then  state  of  the  law,  says  that  "had  the  Bill 
become  law  there  is  very  little  doubt  that  the  majority 
of  the  Upper  Thames  would  have  become  free  to  the 
public,"  but  it  did  not  become  law;  and  he  adds 
elsewhere  that  such  "  being  the  law,  we  must  make 
the  best  of  them  "—meaning  the  objections — "  and 
hope  that  our  wise  legislators  will  some  day  sweep 
them  away."  I  have  never  expressed  any  opinion  as 
to  the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  acquiring  all  private 
rights  over  the  Thames,  but  if  this  should  be  thought 
desirable,  it  appears  to  me  that  they  should  be 
acquired  in  a  legal  manner,  with  due  compensation  to 
the  owners  thereof. 

I  am,  of  course,  aware  that  private  rights,  however 
valid  and  long-existent,  must  give  way  should  the 
general  good  of  a  community  require  it ;  but  that  is  a 
different  matter  altogether,  upon  which  I  need  not 
enter.  It  should  ever  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  fact 
of  an  alleged  owner  being  unable  to  substantiate  his 
rights,  either  as  to  "paper  title"  or  "user,"  confers 
no  right  on  any  member  of  the  public,  but  merely 
enables  the  latter  to  commit  a  trespass  without  fear  of 
the  consequences. 

The  sole  object  of  my  former  letter  was  to  protest 
against  an  impecunious  man,  possessed  of  no  rights 
whatever,  being  financed  by  the  public  in  the  hope 
that  he  may  be  able  to  snatch  some  rights  from  the 
true  owner,  without  risk  to  himself,  and  with  the 
serious  results  to  the  owner,  or  alleged  owner  in  any 
event,  which  I  endeavoured  to  point  out  in  my  last 
letter.  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  what  the 
l^laintiff's  costs  in  the  action  Smith  v.  Andrews 
amounted  to,  and  how 'much,  if  any,  were  recovered 
from  the  unsuccessful  defendant.  I  still  hope  that 
the  public  may  pause  before  subscribing  to  such  an 
object. — Yours  truly,  H.  G.  G. 


WHY  ALL  THIS  "  TO  DO  "  ? 

Dear  Sir, — As  Mr.  Marriott's  letter  appears  to  be  a 
direct  reply  to  mine,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  in 
rejoinder,  since  the  position  he  takes  up  appears  to 
me  illogical,  and  perhaps  worse. 

"  Because  London's  toiling  millions  " — such  is  his 
argument — "  need  outdoor  recreation,  and  prefer  the 
river  to  the  parks,  therefore  the  rights  of  property 
owners  must  be  over-ridden,  and  because  property 
owners  give  leave  sometimes,  but  do  not  give  it  always 
to  every  one  who  asks,  as  often  as  he  likes  to  ask  it, 
therefore  they  are  to  have  no  rights  at  all,  and  legisla- 
tion is  to  be  sought  to  take  them  away  "  1 

Now  I  am  certainly  not  a  property  owner,  and 
probably  am  no  better  situated  than  Mr.  Marriott  or 
the  members  of  his  society  for  getting  fishing  in  the 
Thames,  but  I  cannot  withhold  my  protest  from  such 
immoral  doctrine  as  this.  It  is  one  of  the  evil  signs 
of  the  age,  and  a  sure  proof  of  national  degeneracy, 
that  this  habit  has  grown  up  of  running  whining  to 
Parliament  for  whatever  we  want,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  whether  entitled  to  it  or  not.  But  let  me 
remind  Mr.  Marriott  that  the  unfortunate  people  who 
own  property  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  are  just  as 
much  a  part  of  the  public  as  those  on  whose  behalf  he 
appeals  ;  and  let  me  tell  Mr.  Marriott  (and  all  who 
think  with  him)  that  Governments  exist  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  of  cdl  classes  of  the  community, 
and  that  no  mandate  from  the  mob,  no  majority  at 
the  polls,  gives  any  government  the  riglit  (though  it 
may  for  the  time  give  it  the  power)  to  over-ride  those 
fundamental  laws  of  meum  et  fuuni,  the  maintenance 
of  which  is  the  prime  motive  for  its  existence. — Yours 
faithfully,  Not  a  Riparian  Owner. 

THE  TROUT  IN  THE  "ZOO." 
Dear  Sir, — It  might  be  possible,  but  it  would,  I 
think,  be  exceedingly  difficult,  to  conceive  a  more 
astounding  volte  face  than  that  made  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Barton  in  his  last  letter.  From  the  definite  assertion 
that  the  trout  in  the  "  Zoo  "  were  fungoid,  he  now 
climbs  down  to  the  qualified  statement  that  when  he 
saw  them  he  believed  they  were  fungoid.  As  both  lice 
and  this  slight  sloughing  occur  on  all  species  of  wild 
fresh-water  fish,  I  do  not  exactly  see  how  it  can  be 
prevented  on  those  kept  in  captivity,  more  especially 
when  the  restricted  size  of  the  tanks  at  the  "  Zoo  " 
are  taken  into  consideration.  This  latter  factor  con- 
siderably handicaps  the  work  carried  on  in  the  fish- 
house  ;  but  I  assert  without  hesitation  that  these  trout 
— iridcus,  fario,  and  fontinalis—&ge  for  age,  will  com- 
pare in  contour,  colour,  and  weight  with  any  Mr.  Barton 
likes  to  bring  against  them,  and  I  am  open  to  back 
my  opinion  at  evens  for  any  moderate  amount  he  will 


put  down.  In  regard  to  the  Zoological  Society,  I  have 
never  in  any  way  hinted  that  it  is  above  criticism,  but 
if  its  executive  has  to  be  criticised  tims  Himmcls 
Willcn,  let  it  be  done  by  competent  critics  and  not  by 
people  who,  in  spite  of  their  pretensions  to  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  a  subject,  show  that  they  are  utterly 
incompetent  to  deal  with  it  even  in  its  most  elementary 
phase.  I  am  acquainted  with  many  Bartons  in  the 
fishing  world.  They  can  catch  fish,  but  take  them  once 
out  of  that  groove  and — well  they  are  Bartons. 

It  has  given  me  very  great  sorrow  to  find  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Cardiff  imagines  I  saw  something  approaching 
the  ludicrous  in  his  letter.  He  can  take  my  assurance 
that  I  regarded  it  in  anything  but  that  light,  for  it 
involved  a  really  painful  effort  to  wade  through  his 
laboured  sentences  to  ascertain  what  he  was  driving 
at.  Of  course  I  knew  perfectly  well  what  he  intended 
to  convey,  but  I  must  confess  I  was  too  lazy  at  the 
moment  to  answer  him.  Unfortunately,  it  is  now  the 
close  season  for  our  southern  country  trout  streams,  and 
as  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  rise  in  that  direction,  I 
thought  I  might  take  one  out  of  the  gentleman  from 
Cardiff.  I  therefore  asked  him  to  repeat  his  letter, 
and  he  rose  with  noble  avidity  to  the  request.  After 
all  is  said  and  done,  ink  spilled  and  tempers  ruffled, 
the  sizability  or  otherwise  of  the  average  west  country 
trout  is  only  a  matter  of  private  opinion.  When  I  go 
trouting  I  want  to  catch  something  bigger  than  a 
medium  gudgeon,  but  if  fingerlings  of  this  kind  suit 
the  tastes  of  the  gentleman  from  Cardiff,  let  him  catch 
them.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent  it. — Yours  faithfully, 

G.  E.  SIMMS. 


DIVERS  TAKING  A  SPINNER. 

Dear  Sib, — "  There  is  nothing  now  under  the  sun." 
It  is  no  unusual  thing  for  a  diver  to  take  a  spinner 
under  the  water.  I  have  caught  them  in  that  way, 
and  seen  them  caught  by  others.  The  diver  seeks  its 
food  under  the  water.  It  swims  about  until  it  sees 
the  fry  beneath,  then  dives,  and  darts  hither  and 
thither  underneath  the  water  with  extreme  rapidity, 
forcing  the  fry  to  the  surface  when  the  gulls  swoop 
down  and  pick  up  what  they  can.  A  couple  of  years 
ago,  when  mackerel  fishing,  my  efforts  were  for  some 
time  one  day  directed  towards  keeping  the  spinners  out 
of  the  way  of  the  divers. — Yours  truly, 

Nov.  5,  1901.  John  Dory. 


PISH  PULL  OP  SPAWN  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  "H.O.D.'s"  letters  with 
much  interest,  but  I  am  by  no  means  sure  that  I  fully 
comprehend  the  purport  of  his  last.  He  appears  to 
laboriously  endeavour  to  demolish  some  theory  which 
I  have  not  set  up.  I  formulate  no  theory ;  in  view  of 
your  editorial  note  I  was  anxious  to  establish  and 
place  on  record  certain  undoubted  facts  which  came 
under  my  observation  this  year  for  the  first  time  after 
thirty  years'  angling,  but  I  leave  the  matter  for  those 
who  have  had  more  leisure  than  I  for  scientific  inves- 
tigation to  theorise  upon.  Like  "  H.  0.  D."  "  I  do 
not  know  what  to  think."  Tlirco  of  the  fish  I  examined 
were  milters,  all  small  perch  under  Goz.,  only  retained 
for  purposes  of  examination. 

In  the  "  Angler-Naturalist "  I  notice  Mr.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell  writes  :  "  The  carp  is  supposed  to 
continue  spawning  occasionally  for  four  or  five  months, 
and  always  for  a  longer  period  than  most  other  fish." 
This  sentence  furnishes  food  for  refiection,  and  with 
an  extended  application  may  possibly  afford  a  clue  to 
the  problem.  At  any  rate,  it  is  I  think  clear  that,  in 
spite  of  all  investigation,  there  is  much  in  the  natural 
history  of  our  coarse  fresh-water  fish  that  is  still 
obscure  to  many  others  as  well  as  to — Yours  truly. 

Ignoramus. 


SIZE  OF  TROUT  IN  PERTHSHIRE  ISLA. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Betsey  Prig's  Nephew,"  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Oct.  2G,  says  "  I  don't  believe  there's  no 
sich  trout,"  as  2|lb.,  in  the  Perthshire  Isla,  as  stated 
in  my  article,  "  An  Afternoon  on  the  Perthshire  Isla." 
They  are  there  all  the  same.  The  "  Sportsman  and 
Tourist's  Guide"  says  of  this  stream:  "The  trout  in 
the  lower,  or  Perthshire,  Isla  are  of  very  fine  quality, 
and  generally  of  large  size,  running  from  ^Ib.  to  21b., 
or  even  31b.,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  stream  and 
the  feeding  ground  they  come  into  condition  early  in 
the  spring,  in  open  seasons  as  early  as  February  or 
March."  Trout  of  heavier  weight,  even  51b.  or  more, 
are  to  be  met  with  occasionally.  The  autumn  salmon 
fishing  is  sometimes  successful.  Heavy  pike  and  perch 
are  often  killed,  and  some  years  ago  pearl  fishing  was 
a  paying  industry. 

Your  correspondent  has  got  very  much  mixed.  He 
has  confounded  the  Forfarshire,  or,  as  it  is  generally 
called,  the  Upper  Isla,  with  the  river  of  the  article. 
The  Upper  Isla  is  the  least  important  of  the  four  main 
branches  of  the  Isla — namely,  Dean,  Ardle,  Shee,  and 
Upper  Isla.  However,  a  stranger  is  to  be  pardoned 
for  not  knowing  all  this,  but  being  a  stranger  he 
should  not  have  been  so  cocksure— leave  aside  cockiness. 
— Yours  truly,  Iasgaib. 
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NOTICES, 
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obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  BooIj- 
stalls,  and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
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to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FiSHINQ  GAZETTE,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications.  ^ 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lisht  r.s,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  Sd. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2s.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage    12t.  6d, 

Scale  of  Charges  for  AdTertisemeuts, 

One  Page  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   8  16  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    15  0 

Small  advertisements  4».  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clock  on 
Wed/nesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisement*  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


How  TO  Mark  Salmon  or  Other  Pish. 

Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman,  who  has  carried  out  a 
good  many  experiments  in  marking  salmon  with 
tabs  made  of  different  kinds  of  -metal,  told  me  that 
the  use  of  any  kind  of  metal  is  vmsatisfactory,  as 
they  nearly  all  get  torn  off  before  the  fish  is 
recaptured.  This  being  the  case,  why  should  not 
the  successful  method  of  marking  described  by 
Izaak  Walton  be  tried?  After  noting  that  no 
salmon  "  have  so  excellent  a  taste  as  those  of  the 
river  Thames,"  he  says  : — 

"  And  as  I  have  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
observes,  the  age  of  a  salmon  exceeds  not  ten  years, 
so  let  me  next  tell  you  that  his  growth  is  very 
sudden ;  it  is  said  that  after  he  is  got  into  the  sea 
he  becomes  from  a  samlet,  not  so  big  as  a  gudgeon, 
to  be  a  salmon,  in  as  short  a  time  as  a  gosling 
becoines  a  goose.  Much  of  this  has  been  observed 
by  tying  a  ribbon  or  some  hnoiun  tape  or  thread  in 
the  tail  of  some  young  salmons,  which  have  been 
taken  in  weirs  as  they  have  swimmed  towards  the 
salt  water,  and  then  by  taking  a  part  of  them  again 
with  the  known  mark  at  the  same  place  at  their 
return  from  the  sea,  which  is  usually  about  six 
months  after;  and  the  like  experiment  has  been 
tried  upon  young  swallows,  who  have,  after  six 
months'  absence,  been  observed  to  return  to  the 
same  chimney,  there  to  make  their  nests  and 
habitations  for  the  summer  following,  which  has 
inclined  many  to  think  that  every  salmon  usually 
returns  to  the  same  river  in  which  it  was  bred." 

Why  not  try  Walton's  Ribbon 
Instead  of  Metal  ? 
It  seems  to  me  that  by  carefully  selecting  some 
kind  of  silk  or  flax  braid  which  is  known  to 
stand  the  action  of  salt  water  well,  that  it  would 
be  an  excellent  idea  to  adopt  the  method  described 
by  Walton. 

For  instance,  a  bit  of  Mr.  Malloch's  wonderful 


new  "  King  Fisher "  salmon  line,  which  is  so 
thoroughly  waterproofed  that  it  would  probably  bo 
unaffected  by  salt  water,  could  be  put  through  the  1 
adipose  fin  or  even  through  the  muscle  of  some 
other  fin  with  a  small  packing  needle  and  then 
knotted  so  as  to  form  a  loose  ring  of  line.     It  \ 
would  not  tear  out  by  catching  in  weeds  or  being 
snatched  by  other  fish,  as  the  metal  tabs  probably 
are,  and  it  would  not  cause  sores  and  fungus  as 
wire  does  at  times.     It  would  not  be  necessary  i 
to  have  a  tab  of  any  kind  as  the  microscope 
would  quickly  identify  any  particular  kind  of 
line  used  if  the  naked  eye  could  not  do  it. 

A  friend  asked  me  recently  how  to  mark  pike 
as  he  wished  to  test  the  rate  at  which  they 
grow  in  that  fine  pike  water,  Hornsea  Mere. 
I  told  him  the  different  methods  adopted,  to 
secure  metal  or  bone  tabs,  but  I  hope  when 
he  sees  these  notes  that  he  will  try  Walton's 
plan  and  mark  his  next  pike  with  "  a  hair  of 
the  dog  that  bit  him,"  or  in  other  words,  a  bit 
of  the  line  which  caught  the  pike.  Of  course, 
the  loop  made  should  be  large  enough  to  allow 
for  the  growth  of  the  fish. 

Why  not  use  a  Plaited  Hoese-hair  Mark  ? 
Happy  thought !  Horse-hair  is  unaffected 
by  fresh  or  salt  water,  then  why  not  use  a  ring 
of  plaited  or  braided  horse-hair '?  then  the 
month  and  year  the  marking  took  place  could 
easily  be  indicated.  For  instance,  suppose  the 
Earl  of  March  is  back  from  the  war  in  time  to 
mark  some  more  grilse  and  salmon  in  the  Duke 
of  Richmond's  salmon  fishery  on  the  Spey,  by 
using  two  white  horse-hairs  and  six  brown  ones 
in  the  plaited  ring  he  would  know  that  fish 
caught  afterwards  with  these  rings  on  them 
were  some  of  a  lot  marked  in  June,  1902.  Lord 
March  told  me  he  had  marked  a  great  many  fish, 
but  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  fish 
seemed  to  get  rid  of  the  metal  tabs. 

How  High  can  Salmon 
Leap? 

This  is  a  question  about 
which  there  isgreat  diver- 
gence of  opinion.  Walton, 
who  knew  nearly  as  much 
about  the  salmon  as  we 
do,  says : — "  Gesner  speaks 
of  such  places  (salmon 
leaps)  which  are  known  to 
be  above  eight  feet  high 
above  water,"  and  quotes 
Camden's  reference  to 

salmon  jumping  over  the  fall  where  the  river 
Tivy,  in  Pembrokeshire,  falls  into  the  sea.  He 
does  not  say  what  height  it  is,  but  that  it  is 
so  "  down-right  (that  is,  perpendicular)  and  so 
high  that  the  people  stand  and  wonder  at  the 
strength  and  sleight  by  which  they  see  the 
salmon  use  to  get  out  of  the  sea  into  the  said 
river,  and  the  manner  and  height  of  the  place  is 
so  notable  that  it  is  known  far  by  the  name 
of  the  Salmon-leap." 

I  wonder  if  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
lives  near  this  famous  salmon  leap,  and  can  give 
me  its  height  above  the  sea  and  say  if  salmon 
still  leap  it — the  Tivy  is  now  called  Teifi. 

The  late  Dr.  Francis  Day  has  this  note  on 
the  leap  of  the  salmon  : — 

Flemming  asserted  that  he  had  known  a 
salmon  leap  up  over  a  fall  of  thirty  feet,  but 
probably  he  intended  to  mean  in  a  succession 
of  jumps  from  one  pool,  or  resting-place,  to 
another.  Twiss,  in  his  '  Travels  in  Iceland,' 
declared  that  from  personal  observation  he  knew 
they  were  able  to  dart  themselves  nearly  four- 
teen feet  perpendicularly  out  of  the  water. 
Professor  Landmark  has  stated  (see  Nature, 
Aug.  16,  1885)  that  he  had  witnessed  salmon 
jumping  sixteen  feet  perpendicularly,  but  added, 
'  such  jumps  are  rare.'  "  If  "  Eugde  "  sees  this 
note  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  he  wiU  ask 
Professor  Landmark  if  he  has  continued 
interesting  observations.  ' 

Salmon  can  Leap  Sixteen  Feet  Perpendicularly. 

Dr.  Landmark,  the  Norwegian  Fisheries  Inspec- 
tor, is  one  of  the  greatest  living  authorities  on 
the  salmon,  whose  study  has  been  his  life  work, 
and  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  he  has  seen 
and  not  imagined  what  he  says  about  salmon 
leaping.  He  thinks  that  the  jump  depends  as 
much  on  the  height  of  the  fall  as  on  the  currents  1 


below  it.  If  there  be  a  deep  pool  right  under  the 
fall,  where  the  water  is  comparatively  quiet,  a 
salmon  may  jump  sixteen  feet  perpendicularly,  but 
such  jumps  are  rare.  At  the  Ilellefos  on  the 
Drams  river,  near  Haugsend,  two  poles  were  placed 
across  the  river  so  that  exact  measurements  of  the 
salmon  leap  could  be  made.  The  poles  were  three- 
and-a-half  feet  apart  and  sixteen  feet  from  the 
water,  and  Professor  Landmark  states  that  he  has 
seen  salmon  jump  from  the  river  below  across  both 


Instantaneous  Photo  of  Salmon  Leaping. 


The  Salmon  (Salmo  salar). 


his 


[From  "Forest  iind  Stream." 

Instantaneous  Photo  op  Salmon  Leaping. 

poles.  This  is  much  the  highest  authenticated 
observation  as  far  as  I  know. 

How  Salmon  Leap. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Thompson,  who  watched  salmon 
leaping,  using  a  field-glass  to  observe  them,  says  : 
"  The  fish  came  out  of  the  water,  a  very  deep  pool 
below  a  waterfall,  with  the  velocity  of  an  arrow  ; 
they  gave  no  warning,  but  up  they  came  and 
darted  out  of  the  surface  of  the  water  with  a 
sudden  rush  like  rockets.  When  they  first  appeared 
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their  tails  were  going  with  the  velocity  of  a  watch- 
spring  just  broken,  and  the  whole  body,  sparkling 
as  though  enamelled,  was  quivering  with  the 
exertion.  They  look  as  much  like  flying  fish  as 
ever  I  saw  anything  in  my  life." 

Professor  Landmark  says  that  if  a'salmon  jumps 
at  a  fall  and  fails  to  clear  it  he  may  still)  get  over 
if  he  strikes  the  fall  with  his  nose,  as  directly  he 
sinks  into  the  falling  mass  a  vigorous  use  of  his 
tail  enables  him  to  swim  up  and  over  the  fall.  But 
if  the  fish  strikes  the  fall  obliquely ,'_it  is  carried 
back  into  the  pool  below. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  watch  sea-trout  swim  up 
a  little  perpendicular  fall  in  a  burn.  They  go  up  so 
quickly  that  at  a  little  distance  if  you  were  looking 
at  the  fall  you  would  not  notice  the  fish  passing  up. 
The  illustration  I  give  of  the  salmon  shows  how 
finely  the  fish  is  shaped  for  speed,  the  tail  being 
particularly  powerful.  I  have  had  salmon  I  was 
playing  jump  out  of  the  water  two  or  three  times 
in  quick  succession,  then  make  a  run  under  water 
and  come  out  again.  This  is  the  finest  sight  the 
angler  can  ever  see,  but  I  have  never  seen  a  hooked 
fish  clear  the  water  by  more  than  a  foot  or  so  ;  the 
line  handicaps  him  of  course. 

Knowing  what  great  experience  he  has  had  in 
salmon  fishing,  I  asked  Mr.  Francis  Ley  if  he  could 
tell  me  anything  about  the  rate  at  which  salmon 
run  up-stream.  He  very  kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

Dear  Me.  Maeston, — In  reply  to  your  enquiry, 
my  experience  is  that  in  the  months  of  March  and 
April  spring  fish  have  a  fixed  rate  of  travel  with  the 
water  at  a  normal  height.  For  example,  on  the 
county  Cork  Blackwater  we  always  expected  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  Kilmurry  Fishery  to  see  fresh  run 
fish  on  the  Tuesday  evening,  these  being  the  fore- 
runners of  the  fish  coming  up  during  the  weekly  slap, 
which  commences  in  Ireland  at  six  a.m.  on  Saturday 
morning.  Now  Kilmurry  is  about  fifteen  or  sixteen 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and,  curiously,  the 
Upper  Blackcastle,  on  the  Boyne,  is  about  the  same 
distance  from  Drogheda,  and  our  fish  on  the  latter 
river  also  make  their  appearance  on  the  Tuesday 
evening,  and  we  always  expected  to  get  a  few  fish  on 
the  Wednesday,  apparently  those  which  took  the  rivers 
on  Sunday.  With  these  facts  before  you  you  can 
readily  calculate  at  what  speed  salmon  travel  in 
spring.  Now  I  am  not  giving  this  data  when  the  river 
is  in  flood  ;  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  this,  as  so  much 
depends  on  the  height  I  of  ■  the  flood  and  the  colour  of 
the  water,  but  the  facts  I  give  you  refer  to  the  rivers 
when  they  were  in  a  condition  in  which  the  fish  could 
comfortably  get  over  the  weirs  below  us.  At  Floors 
we  frequently  kill  autumn  fish  with  the  sea  lice  upon 
them,  and  that  fishery  is  about  thirty  miles  from  the 
sea,  and  the  lice  are  not  supposed  to  live  in  fresh  water 
beyond  two  or  three  days. — Yours  truly, 

Francis  Ley. 

From  six  a.m.  Saturday  to  six  p.m.  Tuesday 
would  give  eighty-four  hours,  or  about  five  and 
a-half  hours  per  mile,  supposing  the  fish  started  on 
Saturday  morning  and  went  on  until  Tuesday 
evening  ;  but  as  they  probably  rxm  at  night  chiefly, 
we  may  take  three  nights  of  twelve  hours,  and  that 
would  give  a  speed  of  about  two  miles  an  hour, 
which  seems  to  be  about  the  average  rate  here 
and  in  America.  E.  B.  Maeston. 


AN  EVENING  AT  BELLEEK.* 

(Continued  from  page  318.) 

"  HtJNGEY  and  tired  was  the  worthy  saint  as  he 
came  down  that  steep,  rugged  pathway  that  leads 
from  the  Captain's  Rock.  Hard  at  work  had  he 
been  all  day,  '  preaching  of  sermons  and  singing  of 
psalms,'  and  many  were  the  heathens  he  had  con- 
verted, and  many  were  the  wild  Irishmen  that  he 
clipped  of  their  wings.  But  lips,  though  holy, 
must  still  be  fed,  and,  as  Cockburn's  Hotel  was 
not  then  established  at  Ballyshannon,  the  saint 
began  to  have  serious  misgivings  about  his  dinner, 
when  to  his  joy  he  saw  seated  on  the  wing  of  that 
Danish  eel-weir  (where  I  saw  you  the  other  day, 
looking  so  like  a  Leprechaimt)  a  jolly  fisherman, 
and  at  his  feet  a  goodly  number  of  glittering  salmon. 
'  Bestow  thine  alms,  stranger,'  said  the  saint ; 
'  bestow  a  salmon  for  the  sake  of  Our  Lady  on  a 
poor  saint  who  stands  an  excellent  chance  of  going 
to  bed  supperless.' 

"  The  man  must  have  been  a  Presbyterian  or  a 
poor-law  guardian,  that  is  certain,  for  he  told  the 
holy  man  to  go  work  for  his  livelihood.  Could 

*  from  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  and  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed. 

t  A  particularly  ugly  male  fairy  who  presides  over  hidden 
treasure. 


flesh  and  blood  stand  that  ?  Work  for  his  liveli- 
hood !  when  the  saint  had  already  baptised  more 
heathens  than  the  sinner  had  hairs  on  his  head ; 
and  St.  Columba  an  Irish  saint,  too  1  It  would 
have  been  quite  consistent  with  his  country  had  he 
upped  with  his  pilgrim  staff  and  broken  the  man's 
heretical  head,  but  St.  Columba  thought  that  this 
would  be  uncanonical.  He  was  always  a  stickler 
for  church  discipline,  so  he  pulled  out  his  book  and 
cursed  him  heartily  instead ;  he  cursed  him  by 
hanging  and  drowning,  he  cursed  him  by  fire  and 
water,  and  (which  was  somewhat  superfluous)  he 
cursed  the  throw  for  his  sake ;  and  having  thus 
given  him  a  cast  of  his  clerical  office  he  passed  on 
in  holy  meditation. 

"  The  next  man  who  came  down  that  rocky  path 
saw  a  terrible  sight.  The  uncharitable  fisherman, 
who  had  hooked  his  fly  in  a  tree  above  his  head, 
had  climbed  up  to  free  it,  and  his  foot  slipping  his 
neckhandkerchief  had  performed  the  office  of  a 
hempen  cravat,  while  the  fire  he  had  lighted  to 
broil  his  fish  having  consumed  the  foot  of  the  tree 
the  whole  had  bent  forward  into  the  stream,  leaving 
the  dead  body  bobbing  up  and  down  in  the  current 
like  a  fisherman's  float ;  and  in  that  throw,  beautiful 
and  tempting  as  it  seems,  and  numerous  as  are  the 
ignorant  and  unbelieving  tyros  who  have  wet  their 
lines  there,  not  one  single  salmon  has  risen  from 
that  time  to  this.  There,  what  do  you  think  of 
such  a  curse  as  that '?  St.  Columba  was  no  fool  of 
a  saint,  I  can  assure  you." 

"  What  must  we  think  of  such  a  religion  as  this," 
said  the  matter-of-fact  Scholar,  "  whose  very  legends 
teach  revenge,  and  whose  holy  deeds  are  murder?  " 

Now  the  Scholar,  who  had  come  from  the  Black 
North,  was  a  bitter  Protestant,  and  hated  holy  water 
to  a  degree  exceeded  by  one  gentleman  only,  who 
shall  be  nameless  ;  he  did  not  above  half  like  the 
Parson's  cut  at  the  Presbyterians,  and  was  savage 
accordingly. 

"  Steady, there — steady,  my  little  Derry  Prentice," 
said  the  Captain ;  "  the  floor  has  cracks  in  it. 
Never  mind  revenge  and  mmrder  just  now.  Besides, 
you're  wrong  ;  the  Church  can  bless  as  well  as 
curse.  St.  Columba  did  get  a  dinner  that  day  from 
Cassidy  of  Bundoran,  and  in  recompense  secured 
the  entail  of  that  fishery  to  him  and  his  family  for 
ever;  and  you  know  that  the  man  who  gave  us 
leave  to  fish  there  is  a  Cassidy  every  inch  of  him, 
to  this  day ;  and,  moreover,  the  river  there  is  in 
season  eleven  months  in  the  year.  Saints  have 
gratitude  1  " 

"  To  be  sure  they  have,"  said  the  Squire.  "You 
know  the  ford,  Mister  Scholar  ?  I  am  sure  you 
ought  to  know  it,  for  you  were  nearly  immor- 
talising yourself  the  other  day  there  when  you 
mistook  the  ridge  and  slipped  into  the  great  hole 
below  it  with  your  water-boots  on.  Well,  that  very 
ridge  was  raised  to  accommodate  a  holy  friar  who 
came  to  bless  the  lands  of  Clogh-or ;  weary  was  the 
holy  man  but  he'pressed  perse veringly  on,  and  as  he 
sank  at  the  last  stone  dyke  he  did  all  he  could — 
he  threw  his  mantle  over  the  fence  to  take  in  one 
field  more.  He  died,  I  believe  ;  but  his  memory 
lives,  and  the  ford  is  called  Ballagh  na  Monach, 
and  the  hillside  Corry  na  Monach,  to  this  day." 

"  Nonsense  !  "  said  the  Scholar. 

"  True,"  said  the  Captain,  "  and  Pat  Gallagher 
tells  me  that  Clogh-or  pays  no  tithe  on  accormt  of 
this  act  of  self-sacrifice,  and  the  field  where  the 
mantle  fell  pays  half-tithe,  and  has  done  so  from 
the  day  of  the  friar's  death.  What  do  you  mean 
by  nonsense  ?  " 

"  Why,  I  mean  that  there  is  no  more  truth  in 
those  papistical  legends  than  there  is  in  the  Parson's 
fairy  stories." 

"  Why,  you  don't  mean  to  say,"  said  the  Captain, 
leaning  forward  in  his  chair  and  looking  him  full 
in  the  face — "  you  don't  mean  to  say,  here,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Erne,  the  very  headquarters  of  fairy- 
land, that  you  don't  believe  in  fairy  stories  ?  " 

"  No,  I  don't,"  said  the  Scholar  doggedly. 

"  Then  look  out  for  the  fate  of  the  gauger  of 
Kinloch,  that  is  all." 

"  What  was  that  ?  "  said  the  Scholar,  whose 
imagination  had  been  running  riot  all  the  time 
on  creviced  floors  and  holy  murders. 

"  Why,  this  was  it.  The  gauger  was  coming 
home  from  a  christening  one  night  from  Bundoran 
to  Ballyshannon ;  it  was  late — for,  you  know,  in 
Ireland  there  is  generally  more  whisky  than  water 
used  in  that  ceremony — it  was  late,  but  he  had  come 
safely  to  the  spot  where  the  road  crosses  that  sandy 
flat  about  two  miles  from  Ballyshannon,  when  he 
saw  in  the  Danish  fort  to  the  left  the  soft,  pale  light 


of  the  burning  white  thorn,  and  heard  the  joyous 
sounds  of  elfin  merriment. 

"  '  I'd  like  to  know  whether  your  spirits  have  paid 
the  duty,'  said  the  gauger,  putting  his  head  over 
the  low,  broken  wall. 

"  Whirr  !  bang  1  slap  1  thump  !  came  the  fairy 
clubs  on  the  shoulders  of  the  man  and  the  ribs  of 
the  horse  ;  and  the  next  morning  Dobbin  was  found 
at  his  own  stable  door  at  Ballyshannon  with  two 
broken  knees  and  a  cut  head,  and  his  master  lay 
under  a  wall  by  the  roadside  half-a-mile  off'  in  a 
state  of  insensibility  and  covered  with  bruises  from 
top  to  toe.  It's  a  true  story,  I  do  assure  you,  and 
the  man  is  still  alive,  and  will  swear  to  the  truth 
of  every  word  of  it  for  a  glass  of  whisky." 

"  Come,  my  worthy  young  friend,"  said  the 
Squire,  as  the  Captain  finished  his  story,  and  the 
Scholar  looked  at  him  with  a  ludicrous  expression 
of  disbelieving  wonderment,  "  I  think  it  is  high 
time  to  turn  in  now ;  the  Parson  has  been  yawning 
this  half-homr.  Come  along  ;  never  mind  the  fairies, 
and  don't  go  dreaming  of  gaugers  and  clubs." 

"And  do  not  be  afraid  of  an  Irish  Vehmegerichte," 
said  the  Captain  ;  "  at  least  not  here  :  the  Parson 
has  been  humbugging  you  ;  for  Mother  Johnstone, 
besides  being  the  civilest  woman  and  the  best  cook 
in  the  three  baronies,  '  the  best  wife,  the  best 
Christian,  and  the  best  maker  of  cold  rum-punch  ' 
(only  she  makes  it  hot  and  with  whisky)  is,  into 
the  bargain,  as  thorough-going  a  Protestant  as  ever 
drowned  a  lily." 

"Drowned  a  lily?"  said  the  Squire,  interro- 
gatively. 

"  Ay,  frowned  a  lily,"  said  the  Parson,  quietly; 
"  a  religious  ceremony  in  these  parts." 

"  What  the  devil !  "  said  the  Squire ;  "  this  is  the 
first  I  have  heard  of  it." 

The  Parson  loved  to  get  a  rise  out  of  his  Orange 
and  Protestant  friend ;  so,  drawing  himself  up  in 
his  chair  in  the  attitude  of  a  professor  delivering  a 
lecture,  he'began,  didactically: — 

"  The  country  of  Ireland  is  divided  into  two 
religions — that  of  the  higher  classes  is  Anything- 
arianism ;  that  of  the  lower,  pure  Popery.  For 
further  particulars  on  this  subject  see  Swift,  from 
whom  I  quote  this  passage.  The  principal  dif- 
ference between  these  two  sects  is  that  the  latter 
worship  a  multiplicity  of  saints  (being  only  too 
glad  of  any  pretext  whatever  for  keeping  holiday  and 
being  idle),  while  the  former,  like  the  Mahometans, 
worship  one  only.  This  saint  is  AVilliam,  King  and 
Confessor.  St.  William  was  duly  canonised  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  in  England  has  had  half  the 
fifth  of  November  dedicated  to  him,  but  in  Ireland 
the  whole  of  the  twelfth  of  July.  On  this  latter 
day  his  worshippers  walk  in  solemn  procession  to 
the  church,  where  the  pulpit  (which  is  the  Any- 
thingarian  High  Altar)  is  profusely  decorated  with 
lilies,  the  flower  sacred  to  the*  saint  in  question. 
This  flower  is  not  white,  like  that  dedicated  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  indicating  her  purity,  but  of  a 
strong  brimstone  colour^ — what  that  indicates  I 
do  not  know  ;  it  is,  however,  always  regarded  with 
high  esteem  and  veneration.  These  lilies,  duly 
consecrated  by  the  sermon,  which  generally  is  a 
pretty  strong  one,  are  distributed  to  the  worshippers, 
who  immediately  proceed  to  drown  them.  This 
part  of  the  ceremony  is,  I  believe,  seldom  or  never 
performed  in  church  ;  the  bell  of  the  flower  is 
stripped  from  its  stem,  and  is  placed  stalk  upper- 
most in  an  empty  tumbler,  where  it  is  immediately 
smrrounded  with  lumps  of  white  sugar.  It  is  then 
drowned,  or  covered,  with  whisky,  the  national 
spirit,  which,  when  the  bells  are  large,  generally 
fills  about  three-fourths  of  the  tiunbler  ;  water  is 
poured  upon  the  top  of  this,  particular  care 
being  taken  by  the  celebrants  that  it  be  screeching 
hot.  The  whole  then  is  solemnly  drained  to  the 
very  bottom,  the  leader  first  pronouncing  a  set  form 
of  words,  which,  like  most  religious  mysteries,  is 
totally  unintelligible  to  the  tminitiated.*    I  cannot 

*  The  Author  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  commemo- 
ration service  of  the  great  Anythingarian  saint  by  a  coi-re- 
spondent  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  It  woulil  lie  altogether 
foreign  to  the  tolerant  spirit  which  so  happily  charaetei  ises  the 
nineteenth  century  were  he  to  seem  to  condenni  the  religious 
observances  of  any  denomination  of  Christians  ;  moreover,  he  is 
not  (luite  certain  that  he  entirely  understands  one  word  of  it. 
Nevertheless,  he  thinks  it  advisable  to  suppress  certain  parts, 
which  a  harsbly-judsing  p\iblic  might  think  blasphemous  or 
indecent.    The  remainder  is  as  follows  :— 

"  The  gloi-ious,  pious,  and  immortal  memory  of  the  great  and 
good  King  William,  who  delivered  us  from  Popery,  slavery,  brass 
money,  wooden  shoes,  and  warming-pans.  May  he  who  refuses 
to  drink  this  be  rammed,  and  damned,  and  doul)Ie-damned, 
and  crammed  into  the  great  gun  of  Athlone,  and  tired  up  into 
the  elements,  and  blown  to  smithereens  to  make  sparrow-bills 
for  Orangemen's  shoes  1  May  his  soul  be  in  the  pope's  belly,  the 
pope  in  the  devil's  belly,  the  devil  in  hell,  hell  in  flames,  and  the  key 
in  the  Orangeman's  pocket. ....  and  a  ng  for  the  Bishop  of  Cork. 
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give  you  much  information  about  the  remaining 
part  of  the  ceremonies,  which,  like  those  of  Eleusis, 
are  carried  on  throughout  the  whole  of  the  night ; 
but  the  next  morning  the  mystce  are  commonly 
found  in  as  exhausted  a  state  as  ever  was  Pythoness 
of  old.  They  are  then  generally  carried  to  bed, 
and,  indeed,  are  frequently  some  days  before  they 
entirely  recover  their  senses." 

The  wrath  of  the  Scholar  had  been  gradually 
rising  throughout  the  whole  of  this  lecture,  which 
the  Parson  delivered  with  the  most  absurd  gravity  ; 
and  there  is  no  saying  what  might  have  been  the 
upshot  had  not  the  Squire  good-humouredly  pushed 
him  down  the  stairs  before  him  ;  while  the  Captain, 
who  had  just  drawn  back  the  curtain  that  concealed 
a  far  cleaner  bed  than  the  rest  of  the  establishment 
would  lead  one  to  expect,  shouted  after  him,  "  Good 
night.  Scholar  I  sleep  in  peace.  Keep  a  civil  tongue 
in  your  head  about  Eome,  and  may  St.  William 
'  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping  !  '  " 


ON  A  "DOUB"  LOCH. 


Of  all  the  South  Uist  lochs  in  this  singular 
season  of  drought  the  Mill  Loch  had  achieved  the 
chief  reputation  for  being  "  dour."  Every  angler 
who  visited  its  shores  and  fished  its  dark  and 
tempting  waters  came  back  with  the  same  tale — • 
the  loch  was  full  of  big  fish,  but  they  seemed  nailed 
to  the  bottom,  and  no  fly  of  any  pattern  or  size 
could  on  most  days  seduce  them  into  rising  much 
less  into  rising  to  take.  The  season  was  rightly 
blamed  for  this  inveterate  recusancy.  The  long 
drought  had  delayed  the  ascent  of  the  fish  up  the 
Eoglas  and  through  Lower  Kildonan,  and  in  con- 
sequence they  illustrated  the  usually  accepted 
truth,  and  fish  so  debarred  from  ascending  at  their 
proper  time  rarely  take  well  when  rain  does  come 
and  with  it  the  longed-for  flood. 

It  was  with  little  or  no  expectation  of  sport, 
therefore,  that  on  the  second  day  of  my  visit  to 
South  Uist  I  foimd  myself  by  the  shores  of  this 
very  fine  looking  sheet  of  water.   The  loch  was  full 
and  the  connection  between  Kildonan  and  the 
Mill  was  pouring  through  its  narrow  channel  in  full 
volume,  while  the  burn  at  the  head  was  coming 
tumbling  down  in  brown  spate  that  sent  a  long 
current  into  the  head  of  the  loch  over  a  bed  of  that 
tawny  sand  on  which  sea-trout  love  to  lie.  The 
day  was  dull  and  grey,  and  the  wind  blew  strongly 
from  the  south-east.    The  conditions  looked  favour- 
able, but  the  doiu:  character  the  loch  had  gained 
this   season  forbade   hope,  and  did  not  induce 
feverish  haste  in  getting  to  work.    The  first  two 
hours  of  actual  fishing  justified  leisurely  prepara- 
tions.   All  the  lower  end  was  carefully  searched, 
and  searched  in  vain.    Not  even  a  blithe  pounder 
seemed  on  the  move.    Yard  after  yard  on  the  north 
shore  was  fished  with  no  result.    Not  even  a  short 
rise  was  obtained  to  raise  hopes  of  a  taking  mood. 
Yet  each  place  seemed  more  likely  than  its  pre- 
decessor.    Here  a  great  stone  rose  in  splendid 
isolation  from  the  bed  of  sand  and  boulders.  It 
was  a  place  full  of  those  sheltering  lies  loved  of  big 
fish,  and,  moreover,  it  was  a  place  of  high  hopes, 
for  here  several  big  fish  had  been  risen  but  not 
hooked,  one  in  particular  being  a  reputed  monster, 
on  whose  spreading  rise  the  angler  who  "  moved  " 
him  had  waxed  eloquent  over  his  post-prandial 
pipe  the  night  before.    Points  innumerable  jut  out 
into  the  loch  ;  it  is  full  of  "  fishy  "  water,  but  to-day 
two  hours  passed  and  all  the  best  spots  seemed  as 
useless  as  the  deep  and  unfishable  centre. 

Under  such  circumstances  any  cast  may  bring 
the  expected  but  long-delayed  rise.  The  only  way 
to  get  a  fish  is  to  obey  the  old  adage,  and  keep 
yoin:  flies  on  the  water.  Changing  them  is  labour 
in  vain,  though  useful  as  a  means  to  the  renewing 
hope.  If  the  fish  are  rising  short,  a  change  is 
advisable,  but  if  they  are  not  rising  at  all,  no 
alteration  in  your  flies,  as  a  rule,  will  have  the 
desired  end.    It  is  a  matter  of  mood,  not  of  lure. 

The  truism  as  to  keeping  pegging  away  was 
illustrated  after  two  hours  of  incessant  work. 
Without  warning— and  this,  after  all,  is  one  of  the 
chief  charms  of  lake  fishing  for  sea-trout  and 
differentiates  it  from  the  same  sport  in  rivers — a 
fine  fish  flashed  from  the  bottom,  but  gave  a  long- 
drawn  rise.  The  tightening  of  the  line  was  by 
chance  well-timed,  however,  and  the  hook  went 
well  home.  The  sudden  change  from  despair  of  a 
fish  to  the  full  flush  of  success  and  the  excitement 
of  a  bent  rod  and  screaming  reel  was  worth  waiting 
for.   The  fish  proved  one  of  the  best  fighters  of  that 


best  of  all  fighting  fish,  alusty  foin:-poimder,  and  made 
some  brilliant  runs  and  dangerous  leaps  before  de- 
generating into  sullen  boring  and  fierce  head-shaking. 
His  early  struggles  had  wearied  him,  however,  and 
in  seven  minutes  the  first  fish  of  the  day  was  in 
the  boat.    His  capture  renewed  hope,  but  for  two 
and  a  half  hours  not  another  rise  was  obtained,  nor 
even  a  leaping  fish  seen.    They  were  bent  neither 
on  their  play  nor  their  meat,  and  thus  not  "  geese," 
after  MacFarlane's  heart.    Presently,  however,  off 
some  sunken  reeds  near  the  point  where  the  first 
fish  had  been  killed,  a  big  fish  showed  and  followed 
the  fly  without,  however,  condescending  to  take. 
He  seemed  on  the  move  up-shore,  for  immediately 
after  following  the  fly  one  noticed  a  heavy  swirl 
behind  the  boat  and  further  up  the  shore.  Pulling 
out  from  the  shore  and  up  the  loch  the  boat  was 
allowed  to  drift  down  the  shore  on  the  off-chance 
that  the  fish  was  working  up  close  in.  Sure 
enough  he  was,  for  after  five  or  six  casts  the  fly 
was  fiercely  seized  below  the  water,  and  a  big 
sea-trout,   one   of  the  real  giants,   was  in  the 
middle  of  his  first  rush  back  towards  the  reeds. 
So  sudden  had  been  the  rise  and  rapid  the  rush 
that  he  had  rmi  off  forty  of  the  fifty  yards  of  line 
before  he  could  be  checked.    On  feeling  the  butt 
he  jumped  clear  of  the  water,  and  looked,  of  course, 
a  much  bigger  fish  than  he  proved  to  be.  His 
next  movement  was  an  awkward  one.    With  forty 
yards  between  the  angler  and  the  fish,  the  latter 
has  its  chance  if  it  cares  to  avail  itself  of  it.  This 
fish  did  the  best  thing  for  himself.    He  came  at 
express  speed  straight   back   towards  the  boat. 
Luck  also  favoured  him.    The  gillie  lost  his  head 
for  a  moment,  and  instead  of  obeying  the  order  to 
row  fast  away  from  the  fish  so  as  to  help  the  reel 
he  did  nothing.   Happily  a  sharp  word  of  command 
restored  his  nerve,  but  even  as  it  was  the  line  was 
so  slack  between  the  angler  and  the  fish  that  he 
seemed  lost.    Happily  he  was  well  hooked,  and  the 
strain  was  renewed  as  the   boat  gathered  way. 
Feeling  the  restraint  sent  the  fish  off  again,  this 
time  wide  to  windward,  the  rush  again  ending  in  a 
series  of  leaps.     The  fish  was  now  well  under 
control,  however,  and  though  he  "jigged"  and 
lashed  at  the  line  with  his  tail  his  very  energy 
proved  his  undoing,  and  after  one  high  surface  rush 
he  was  led  quietly  to  the  net.    He  proved  a  fine 
7^1b.  trout,  and  had  given  rare  sport.    Not  another 
rise  was  obtained,  and  if  the  loch,  as  a  whole,  had 
maintained  its  reputation  for  dourness  the  two  bits 
of  sport  obtained  in  the  course  of  a  long  day  were 
ample  compensation  for  hours  of  tmrewarded  toil. 

Hamish  Stuaet. 


SAWDUST  IN  TEOUT  STEEAMS. 


[We  are  so  accustomed  to  grumble  at  the  way 
many  of  our  rivers  are  ruined  by  towns  and  factories 
that  it  is  consolmg  to  know  we  are  free  from  the 
sawdust  plague,  which  has  ruined  so  many  American 
rivers.  Probably  the  enormous  demand  for  wood 
for  paper  making  will  prevent  this  to  a  great  extent 
in  futm-e.  Wood  is  too  valuable  to  fill  up  rivers 
with. — Ed.] 

Many  an  ardent  angler  can  recall  how  he  has 
suffered  in  mind  when  he  has  felt  powerless  to 
prevent  the  ruin  of  trout  fishing  in  some  favourite 
brook,  wherein  year  after  year  sawdust  has  been 
poured  to  such  an  extent  that  spawning  beds  have 
been  destroyed  and  the  abundance  of  fish  has  sadly 
decreased  in  consequence.  Because  of  this  it  has 
been  found  necessary  in  some  States  to  enact 
special  legislation  to  control  this  peril  to  fish-life 
streams.  Eleven  years  ago  the  General  Com-t  of 
Massachusetts  enacted  a  law  to  limit  or  prevent  the 
pollution  of  trout  streams  with  sawdust.  This 
provided  that  whenever  the  Fish  and  Game  Com- 
missioners should  decide  "  that  the  fish  of  any 
brook  or  stream  ....  are  of  sufficient  value  to 
warrant  the  prohibition  or  regulation  of  the  dis- 
charge of  sawdust  from  sawmills  ....  and  that 
the  discharge  thereof  from  any  particular  sawmill 
materially  injures  such  fish,"  they  could  restrict 
the  pollution  by  an  official  order.  The  penalty  for 
violation  of  such  an  order  was  fixed  at  $25. 

It  will  be  evident  from  the  foregoing  that  the 
enforcement  of  a  law  like  this  entails  a  lot  of  work 
on  the  Commissioners,  for  a  proper  consideration 
of  the  requirements  of  the  act  compelled  a  personal 
inspection  of  miles  of  streams  before  orders  were 
issued.  It  may  not  then  be  wondered  at  that  xmtil 
recently  little  has  been  done  to  make  the  act 
operative,  and  as  a  result  the  millowners  have 


practically  forgotten  there  was  such  a  law.  The 
reason  for  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  mills 
are  usually  located  in  more  or  less  remote  and  out- 
of-the-way  places  in  the  wooded  areas,  but  almost 
without  exception  they  are  on  the  banks  of  streams 
that  fonnerly  teemed  with  trout.  To  get  to  them 
it  is  generally  necessary  to  take  a  long  carriage  drive 
over  country  roads,  and  when  several  mills  are 
visited  in  one  day  a  trip  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  Is 
a  common  experience.  At  each  stopping  place  it 
is  on  the  programme  to  inspect  the  mill  and  the 
streams,  and  to  acquire  all  practical  knowledge  of 
the  condition  of  both,  and  especially  concerning  the 
feasibility  of  disposing  of  the  sawdust  so  that  it 
will  not  go  into  the  water.  Of  course,  where  there 
has  been  no  legal  restriction  all  water-driven  mills 
discharge  the  sawdust  into  the  streams.  Thus  the 
bottom  of  a  brook,  and  especially  the  deep  pools 
and  eddies,  is  covered  with  the  slimy,  decaying  stuff, 
which  renders  the  stream  more  or  less  unfit  tor  fish 
to  breed  and  thrive  in.  Some  of  the  best  trout 
brooks  in  the  State  have  suffered  seriously  from  this 
evil,  and  the  wonder  is  that  any  fish  are  left  in  them. 

During  the  last  two  years  much  has  been  done 
by  the  Fish  and  Game  Commission  of  this  State  to 
correct  this  evil,  or  to  arrest  its  development  to  the 
point  whei-e  many  streams  will  be  made  utterly 
barren  of  fish  life.  Mr.  Collins,  Chairman  of  the 
Commission,  has,  I  learn,  personally  visited  between 
forty  and  fifty  sawmills  in  various  sections  of  the 
State,  and  with  few  exceptions  owners  of  these  have 
been  ordered  to  keep  their  sawdust  out  of  the  brooks. 
Trips  to  these  mills  are  always  to  be  classed  as  hard 
work,  involving  long  hours,  irregular  meals,  and 
occasional  experiences  which  are  not  entirely  agree- 
able.  A  trip  recently  made  may  serve  as  an  example. 

Leaving  Boston  on  Thursday  afternoon's  express, 
a  ride  of  about  three  hours  brought  Mr.  Collins  to 
an  interior  town,  where  he  was  met  by  a  deputy 
who  had  been  ordered  there  because  he  knew  the 
location  of  the  mills.  Next  morning  the  temperature 
had  dropped  nearly  to  freezing,  a  stiff  north-west 
gale  was  blowing,  with  passing  hail  showers  that  con- 
tinued throughout  the  day.  A  drive  of  forty  miles, 
and  an  evening  ride  on  an  electric  car  to  another 
town,  finished  the  day.  Waking  at  four  o'clock  on 
Saturday  morning,  another  forty  mile  drive,  a  late 
supper  on  a  night  train,  delayed  by  a  wreck  on  the 
road,  and  getting  home  at  two  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  completed  a  brief  but  somewhat  strenuous 
trip  for  the  preservation  of  fish  in  our  trout  streams. 

Of  course  the  mill  owners  don't  like  this  ;  it  would 
not  be  reasonable  to  expect  they  would,  and  thej- 
maintain  that  there  are  not  fish  enough  in  the 
streams,  nor  ever  will  be,  to  justify  the  action  taken. 
But  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  and  the  following 
statement  of  fact  will  indicate  there  is  reason  for  it : 
The  owner  of  a  mill  who  was  ordered  last  year  to 
keep  sawdust  out  of  the  brook  on  which  his  plant 
was  located,  stoutly  lurged  that  the  order  was 
imwarranted  because  of  the  lack  of  fish  in  the 
stream.  It  was  quite  possible  he  felt  justified  in 
this,  for  the  sawdust  probably  had  kept  trout  from 
coming  up  the  brook.  In  the  early  part  of  last 
July,  however,  two  old  anglers  who  had  fished  in 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  and  were  familiar  with 
the  streams  of  those  States,  started  out  one  morning 
to  fish  the  brook  referred  to.  The  result  was  that 
together  they  took  thirty-three  square-taU  trout 
that  ranged  in  size  from  a  little  over  nine  inches  in 
length  to  a  weight  of  l^lb.  In  all  their  experience 
in  other  States  they  had  never  seen  so  fine  a  string 
of  brook  trout,  so  they  declared.  Is  this  suflicient 
to  justify  the  attempt  of  the  State  Commissioners 
to  save  ovu:  trout  streams  from  further  pollution  by 
sawdust '? — Bay  State  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


A  SWIFT-EUNNING  DYKE. 


SoMK  little  time  ago  I  saw  an  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  on  a  Yorkshu-e  drain,  and  resolved 
that  towards  the  backend  of  the  year,  when  anglers 
were  wondering  where  to  turn  for  a  bit  of  fishing 
out  of  the  beaten  track,  that  I  would  tell  them 
something  more  about  the  drain  and  its  sport- 
gi\-ing  qualities,  for  I  know  it  well.  A  fortnight 
ago  I  was  shooting  at  Muston,  a  little  village  close 
to  Hunmanby  where  Lord  Wm.  Cecil  lives,  and  saw 
what  is  practically  the  rise  of  the  Hartford  River. 
Sixty  years  or  more  ago  this  little  stream  was  one 
of  the  difiiculties  to  agriculture  in  the  wide  Pickering 
valley.  In  times  of  heavy  rain  it  collected  the 
water  from  every  runnel  on  the  seaward  side  of 
the  wolds,  and  emptied  it  into  the  Derwent,  itself 
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a  narrow  ■winding  river  where  the  junction  took 
place.  All  the  low-lying  land  in  the  valley  used  to 
be  flooded,  and  the  same  thing  occurred  many  railes 
further  down  stream  in  the  picturesque  valley  from 
Button's  Ambo  to  Castle  Howard  and  Kirkham 
Abbey,  the  floods  here  being  even  greater,  because 
the  Eye,  with  its  almost  countless  tributaries,  had 
emptied  into  the  main  river  above.  By  Act  of 
Parliament  an  authority  Imown  as  the  Muston  and 
Neddingham  Drainage  Commissioners  was  created, 
and  from  then  until  now  they  have  managed  the 
waters  of  the  district  much  to  the  benefit  of  the 
farmers.  Their  greatest  work,  with  the  exception  of 
cutting  a  trench  from  the  river  Derwent  to  the  sea, 
whereby  they  could  tap  a  flood,  was  the  conversion 
of  the  Hartford  river  into  a  drain.  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  the  sporting  possibilities  of  the  river  never 
entered  into  calculation.  Had  it  done  so,  and  the 
work  been  carried  out  in  a  slightly  difi'erent 
manner,  I  am  not  sure  that  even  the  famous 
Driffield  Beck  would  have  been  better  than  the 
Hartford.  However,  we  must  take  it  as  it  is,  for 
there  is  no  chance  of  having  it  as  we  would  like  it. 

The; drain  is  almost  perfectly  straight  for  five  or 
six  miles,  but  is  really  only  fishable  over  about 
four — that  is  from  Ganton,  the  seat  of  Sir  Charles 
Legard,  to  Cayton  Carrs,  on  the  estate  of  Lord 
Londesborough.  Its  width  is  uniform,  eight  to 
ten  yards,  and  its  average  depth,  except  after  very 
heavy  rains,  about  eighteen  inches.  As  the  water 
comes  from  the  chalk  formation  of  the  wolds,  it  is  as 
clear  as  crystal,  and  only  upon  rare  occasions  is  it 
clouded.  It  is  fairly  rapid,  and  runs  over  a  bottom 
of  deep  loam  on  the  Carrs,  but  of  gravel  and  sand 
over  the  remainder  of  its  course.  In  summer  it  is 
■weed-grown  and  given  up  to  the  coot  and  the 
duck,  and  then  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a 
fish,  but  late  in  the  autumn  of  each  year  the  weeds 
are  cut,  and  then  the  fish  are  getatable.  The 
river  Derwent,  which  is  a  prince  amongst  streams 
from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  contains  trout  and 
grayling,  chub,  roach,  dace,  pike,  and  the  ordinary 
small  fry ;  so  does  the  drain.  I  know  no  piece  of 
water  its  length  in  the  county  of  Yorkshire  which 
contains  more  small  grayling  and  chub  than  the 
Hartford  river,  and  certainly  none  which  contain 
such  quantities  of  big  dace  and  little  pike.  Koach 
are  not  so  plentiful,  but  there  is  a  fair  sprinkling 
of  them.  No  angler  who  lacks  the  knack  of  getting 
down  and  throwing  a  long  clean  fly  need  try  the 
drain,  for  there  is  not  a  particle  of  shelter,  and 
should  the  angler  show  himself  the  result  is  a 
scurrying  up  and  down  of  shoals  of  fish,  which  so 
efiectually  disturbs  the  water  that  many  pipes  may 
be  smoked  before  things  settle  again.  Bottom 
fishing  is  impossible. 

I  have  been  turning  up  an  old  diary,  and  of 
many  entries  find  I  had  few  really  good  days  on 
the  drain.  The  best  bit  of  sport  I  ever  enjoyed 
was  one  evening  late  in  the  year  '93.  It  seems  I 
had  spent  the  whole  of  the  day  fly  fishing  for 
grayling  in  the  main  river  and  only  taken  one  fish. 
Then  I  walked  up  the  bank  of  the  drain  and 
tumbled  across  a  big  shoal.  With  a  red  tag  I 
killed  three  trout  of  over  21b.  each,  the  heaviest 
SJlb.  and  the  lightest  21b.  loz. ;  three  chub,  all 
over  lib.  each  ;  four  grayling  of  jlb.  to  fib.  each  ; 
and  twenty-five  dace  of  from  6oz.  to  9oz.  each- 
very  handsome  sport  you  will  admit.  The  late 
Mr.  Charles  Rhodes,  one  of  the  managing  directors 
of  Marshall  &  Snelgrove's,  loved  this  drain.  He 
was  a  good  angler,  and  some  of  the  baskets  he 
made  were  very  fine.  He  used  to  wade  it  up, 
beginning  at  Staxton  Bridge,  about  two  mUes  from 
Seamer  railway  station.  I  have  always  preferred 
to  go  down  to  Ganton  station,  which  is  close  to 
the  river,  and  fish  up  from  the  wooden  to  the  stone 
bridge,  about  a  mile  of  stream.  This  is  the  pick  of 
the  Hartford.  I  would  impress  upon  anglers  the 
fact  that  the  fishing  is  far  from  easy,  but  it  is  most 
interesting,  as  it  is  an  entire  change  from  the 
ordinary  run. 

Scarborough  is  the  most  convenient  place  for  the 
angler  to  put  up,  as  there  are  frequent  trains  to 
Ganton,  which  is  only  seven  miles  away  and  close 
to  the  river.  At  this  time  of  year  living  at  Scar- 
borough is  very  cheap,  and  there  is  the  added 
advantage  of  plenty  of  good  sea  and  river  fishing 
in  the  unmediate  district,  so  that  angling  in  the 
drain  may  be  varied  by  sport  in  some  other  water. 
So  far  as  I  know  there  is  never  any  objection  raised 
to  sportsmen  visiting  the  drain,  so  long  as  they  see 
that  the  gates  are  shut  and  that  they  do  no  damage. 
This  only  applies  from  the  wooden  bridge  at  the 
unction  of  the  Derwent   upwards.    Below  the 


bridge,  lin  the  Derwent  itself,  a  permit  must  be 
obtained. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  been  fortunate  in 
getting  a  talk  with  Mr.  Arthur  Wood,  of  Scar- 
borough, a  keen  and  clever  fly  fisherman,  who 
learned  how  to  cast  a  fly  on  the  very  piece  of 
water  of  which  I  have  been  writing.  He  tells  me 
that  he  always  wades  it,  and  that  his  biggest  kill 
was  forty  grayling  in  an  afternoon  and  evening. 

J.  W.  Blakey. 


GENTLE  JONATHAN. 


Gentle  Jonathan  is  a  very  gentle  man,  one  of 
nature's  true  gentlemen.  He  is  a  linen-draper,  was 
once  in  a  large  way  of  business,  but  now  has  only 
a  small  shop  and  is  his  own  assistant.  Like  old 
Izaak  Walton,  he  is  a  good  deal  of  a  moraliser,  but 
not  a  preacher,  or  prater ;  he  says  what  he  has  to 
say  in  a  pithy  way — 

We  want  but  little  here  below. 

Nor  want  that  little  long ! 

Another  of  his  sayings  is,  "  Having  food  and 
raiment  therewith  be  content,"  and  many  more  of 
the  same  character. 

Jonathan  is  nearly  eighty,  and  is  not  the  angler 
he  was  in  the  days  of  his  youth ;  is  now  seldom  on 
Tweedside  with  his  rod,  though  often  takes  his 
stroll.  In  fact,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  he  is 
only  seen  with  a  rod  when  the  smolts  are  coming 
down.  Whether  it  was  always  so  I  do  not  know 
(he  has  always  been  an  old  man  to  me),  but 
Jonathan  has  a  peculiarity  in  style  quite  unique ; 
he  jabbers  to  himself  excitedly  as  he  throws  his 
line — rejoicing,  anticipating  further  conquests,  etc. 
All  this  in  the  happiest  humour.  It  is  not  a  great 
lot  he  wants,  but  a  nice  little  show,  he  not  being  a 
pot-hunter,  strictly  speaking. 

Although  old,  he  is  upright  and  active,  travelling 
at  a  good  pace.  He  troubles  not  himself  now  to  go 
far  above  the  Royal  Border  Bridge,  which  he  saw 
opened  by  her  late  Majesty  the  Queen  in  1852; 
he  saw  it  opened  and  he  saw  it  built,  remembers  it 
"  as  clean  as  a  new  penny."  Jonathan,  like  most 
shopkeepers,  is  very  civil  and  respectful  in  his 
manner  of  address,  in  fact,  deferential. 

Although  a  quiet,  modest  man,  he  takes  an 
interest  in  all  town  matters,  is  a  politician  of  the 
Conservative  school,  but  very  mild.  In  fact,  mild- 
ness, kindness,  and  gentleness  distinguish  him  in 
all  he  says  and  does. 

Somehow  he  reminds  me  of  Cowper,  the  poet, 
although  guiltless  of  ever  having  made  verses  or 
blank  verse.    He  may  say  with  Cowper — 

An  honest,  sensible,  and  well-bred  man 
Will  not  insult  me ;  no  other  can. 

I  know  how  to  describe  Jonathan  in  a  sentence. 
It  is  this :  "  An  Israelite  indeed  in  whom  there  is 
no  guUe."  One  of  his  ideas  is  this — He  says  that 
"  the  sands  of  time  with  him  are  not  running  out 
quicker  than  with  his  juniors  ;  but  that  with  bodily 
and  mental  landmarks  being  so  numerous  the 
passage  is  more  observed,  as  with  water  running 
past  a  rock  or  between  two  piers ;  that  the  pace 
quickens  as  you  near  the  winning  post."  The  idea 
is,  so  far  as  I  know,  original  to  him,  though  it  has 
doubtless  been  expressed  better  by  poets  and 
vsrriters  in  times  past. 

Jonathan  is  a  great  reader  of  the  newspapers  and 
has  read  and  studied  a  few  good  books— perhaps 
not  numerous,  but  thorough.  Yes,  read  and 
digested  ;  so  that  he  has  possibly  got  as  much  or 
more  out  of  his  few  books  as  others  have  out  of 
many  more. 

As  a  man  of  taste  and  judgment  he  is  exultant 
over  Berwick-on-Tweed  and  its  neighbourhood- 
Berwick  is  a  jewel,  magnificently  set. 
Anybody  failing  to  appreciate  it  would  incur  his 
disapprobation  ;  he  would  not  go  to  war  with  them 
and  say  like  Miles  Standish— 

Henceforward  there  is  nothing  between  us 
But  war  and  implacable  hatred ! 
Nevertheless,  he  would  be  less  conversable,  or  as  is 
commonly  said,  "  dry  up." 

Jonathan's  wife  is  still  living  and  active,  well 
stricken  in  years,  though  some  years  younger  than 
Jonathan.  He  would  be  lost  without  her  and  she 
without  him,  and  so  they  go  hand  in  hand  to  the 
grave,  a  quiet,  harmless,  intelligent  couple,  full  of 
consideration  for  their  neighbours,  who  have  ful- 
filled their  mission  by  the  setting  of  a  good 
example,  and  without  a  doubt  much  gentle  charity 
I  done  not  to  be  seen  of  men. 


It  was  a  sad  day  ■when  Jonathan  had  to  part 
with  his  retriever  dog,  which  had  grown  old  and 
bad  tempered ;  but  it  had  to  be  done  in  justice 
to  all. 

"Say  well"  and  "do  well,"  end  with  one  letter; 
To  say  well,  it  is  well,  but  to  do  well  is  better. 

On  reading  the  above  over,  I  wish  to  say  that 
Jonathan  cannot  be  with  strict  propriety  described 
as  a  melancholy-minded  man,  except  so  far  as 
Shakespeare,  Milton,  Burns,  Henry  Kirke  White, 
Gray,  Cowper,  Moore,  and  others  may  be  so  de- 
scribed. No  doubt  he  has  constantly  in  mind  his 
latter  end — why  should  he  not  ?  There  is  always 
a  silver  lining  to  his  observations,  which  come 
straight  from  his  mind,  without  doctoring,  blend- 
ing, or  modification. 

His  angling  days  are  now  few,  and  likely  to 
become  fewer.  His  last  word,  sent  in  all  kindness 
to  all,  especially  the  young,  is — That  while  the 
policy  of  "  audacity, .  more  audacity,  still  more 
audacity,"  may  be  right  enough  in  these  modern 
days  in  relation  to  politics,  concerning  which  he 
being  an  old  fogey  does  not  venture  to  speak  with 
authority,  he  is  nevertheless  certain  that  his  last 
advice  "  that  gently  does  the  trick "  is  the  best 
that  can  be  given  on  angling.  Such  success  as  he 
has  had — and  he  has  had  his  share  of  heavy 
baskets — has  been  by  pursuing  this  policy. 

Gentleness  and  industry ;  the  more  the  angler 
is  in  sympathy  with  the  fish  the  greater  is  his 
success  likely  to  be. 

The  object  of  angling  is,  in  a  measure,  to  put 
fish  into  the  creel. 

He  sometimes  asks  the  ministers,  "  What  fish 
are  you  putting  in  the  creel  ?  "  This  is  a  question 
some  of  them  do  not  like.  Jonathan  knows  that, 
but  it  does  not  prevent  him  asking  the  pertinent 
question.  It  is  for  their  good,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  community,  that  he  ventures  to  ask  it. 

Berwick  anglers  have  two  strings  to  their  bow — 
they  can  fish  in  fresh,  brackish,  or  salt  water.  The 
salt-water  fishing  comes  ofi'  sometimes  at  the  pier, 
and  at  others  ofl;  the  coast  in  small  boats,  though 
a  rod  is  seldom  or  never  used  in  the  boat  fishing. 
They  catch  codlings,  coalsule  ("  puddlers  "  is  the 
name  here),  lyth,  smolts,  "flatties,"  "  stangers," 
cod,  whiting,  mackerel  (though  seldom),  and  even 
an  occasional  crab. 

On  a  fine  summer  night,  with  the  sunset  pouring 
upon  them,  reddening  them,  their  gear,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Pier,  they  may  be  seen  regularly 
patiently  fishing,  and  always  getting  something, 
either  by  rod  or  with  the  triangle. 

It  may  be  but  "  a  poor  thing,  but  'tis  my  own." 
Fish,  or  no  fish,  they  get  the  sea  air  and  the 
glorious  sun,  so  good  for  those  who  may  get  little 
of  it  until  the  day's  work  is  over.  There  is  food 
for  the  mind  when  there  is  none  for  the  body. 

Jos.  Jno.  Hills. 


SPINNING  FOE  TEOUT  AND  PIKE 
WITH  THE  NATUEAL  MINNOW 
AND  GUDGEON. 
By  the  late  W.  J.  Bullock. 

{Continued  from  page  314.) 

Bee  ORE  putting  on  your  minnow  it  is  indispens- 
able that  your  trace  he  well  soaked,  else  the  gut 
will  not  tighten  round  the  minnow's  lip,  but 
possibly  break  it.  I  may  also  state  that  my  trace 
is  a  modification  of  Colonel  Hawker's,  and  that  it 
is  equally  as  good  for  pike  trolling  as  for  trout,  but 
of  course  the  hooks  are  much  larger,  and  a  gudgeon 
is  the  best  bait,  but  must  not  be  too  large  to  get 
on.  A  trace  for  pike  is  made  of  gut  and  gimp. 
The  first  trial  I  made  of  this  was  at  a  pool  at  the 
inn  at  Hemley,  near  Stourbridge,  and  I  only  killed 
two  pike.  A  boat  lay  at  anchor  locked,  so  the 
next  visit  my  friend  Mr.  J.  Addenbrooke  and  I 
arranged  to  get  the  use  of  the  boat,  and  by  addmg 
gut  my  plan  was  complete  and  the  gudgeon  would 
spin  splendidly.  A  nice  breeze  blew  down  the 
pool  and  we  started.  A  third  gentleman  who 
accompanied  us  set  some  six  trimmers.  In  less 
than  two  hours  we  had  in  the  boat  thirteen  jack 
from  51b.  to  81b.  each,  twelve  of  which  were 
caught  by  myself  and  Mr.  Addenbrooke  and  only 
one  by  Trimmer  &  Co.  This  success  proves  its 
merit  as  a  tackle,  and  it  also  led  us  to  make 
another  raid  the  next  week.  We  went,  but  no 
more  boat  thank  you ;  it  was  also  pretty  plamly 
seen  that  our  company  was  not  so  highly  appre- 
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ciated  now  as  it  was  before  "  the  slaughter  of  the 
innocents."    After  this  we  had  a  day  at  a  pool  near 
a  large  ironworks  just  outside  Ividderminster,  when 
two  rods  killed  over  fifty  pike  and  all  under  31b. 
were  thrown  back.    I  think  I  am  on  the  right  side 
of  truth  in  saying  we  killed  and  caught  one  hun- 
dred that  day,  and  never  had  another  day  again 
there.    Mr.  Addenbrooke  is  now  in  Middlesbrough, 
and  will  well  remember  this  and  the  day  we  had  in 
the  Teme  at  Knightford-bridge.    We  went  trolling 
for  trout  in  Brandsford   Brook  when  a  sudden 
thunderstorm    brought   the   water    down  quite 
nauddy.    I  had  taken  with  me  one  of  these  jack 
flights,  baited,  that  I  had  used  the  night  before  at 
Stourbridge,  and  it  was  a  real  specimen.    I  had 
tied  his  head  up  with  thread  as  the  lip  was  broken. 
The  keeper  told  us  of  the  big  pike  there  are  in  the 
deep  water  just  above  the  bridge,  so  he  and  I  had 
a  bet  which  would  kill  the  best  fish.    He  tried 
from  the  bank  with  live  bait,  I  spun  the  dead  one. 
He  never  got  a  run,  I  had  only  one,  but  he  gave  us 
some  sport,  and  scaled  141b.,  and  had  the  water 
not  got  too  muddy  soon  after,  I  should  have  had 
more.    This  is  about  the  total  of  my  pike  experi- 
ences, and  I  consider  pike  fishing  as  compared 
with  trout  in  the  same  light  as  a  day  in  my  friend 
Mr.  Charles  Hundley's  Glan  Arrow  Eookery,  and  a 
day  with  a  brace  of  pointers  or  Gordon  setters,  up 
to  every  little  game,  among  the  partridges  in  the 
stubbles  and  clover.     But  pike  fishing  is  better 
than  none,   and  so  is  "rook-popping."  Having 
made  this  digression  on  the  pike,  I  hark  back  to 
my  pet  trout. 

In  very  low  water  and  fine,  spinning  is  little  use 
except  m  early  morning  or  late  evening.  The  best 
time  of  all  is  when  the  water  is  stained  a  little  or 
fining  down  after  a  flush.  You  have  then  four 
times  the  places  to  fish  compared  to  when  it  is 
low.  You  must  also  then  fish  places  you  would 
not  touch  at  other  times,  and  avoid  the  old  favourite 
stream  as  the  water  is  running  then  so  differently  ; 


the  trout  also  choose  fresh  feeding  ground.  I 
always  fish  up  the  river,  and  start,  walk  a  mile  or 
two  down  before  commencing.  There  are  many 
advantages  in  always  being  below  your  fish.  If 
you  wade  you  do  not  disturb  the  stream  above. 
You  can  also  approach  your  stream  much  closer  if 
you  keep  at  the  proper  angle  to  your  trail's  head. 
I  have  often  seen  a  trout  only  two  or  three  yards 
above  me  feeding  when  in  mid-stream,  yet  he  has 
not  seen  me.  You  want  a  box  to  "keep  your 
mmnows  in,  and  bran  is  the  best  to  keep  them 
dry  ;  in  this  they  will  keep  good  all  day,  and  for  an 
emergency  till  the  next.  A  little  salt  will  preserve 
any  spare  big  minnows,  but  small  ones  shrink  too 
much.  Never  trust  to  chance  to  get  minnows. 
It  is  oftener  far  easier  to  catch  trout  than  minnows, 
and  when  you  run  short  the  fish  are  sure  to  be 
feedmg  better  than  usual.  I  always  find  the 
streams  about  bridges  favourite  feeding  places  and 
also  at  weirs.  To  the  Lugg,  once  in  June,  I  took  a 
box  of  mmnows,  and  began  fishing  below  Moreton- 
bridge,  near  Hereford,  all  of  which  water  is  now 
open  and  free  until  you  come  to  the  Bodenham 
Club  water,  about  a  mile  be7ow  Dinmore,  on  the 
same  line  of  rail.  Pike  are  very  numerous  in  all 
this  water.    I  ran  in  the  day  only  eight  trout. 

I  lost  the  strongest  fish  I  ever  hooked,  but  killed 
five  that  weighed  121b.  The  boss  came  from  the 
side  of  some  piles  under  the  middle  arch  of  More- 
ton-bridge,  scaled  SJlb.,  and  rare  sport  he  gave  me 
in  the  big  hole  below.  He  made  at  least  five 
attempts  after  runnmg  me  out  below  to  rush  up 
to  his  home,  and  once  got  within  a  yard  before  I 
could  turn  him.  The  station  porter  landed  him. 
When  you  come  to  a  weir,  the  big  trout  there  will 
be  certain  to  feed  in  a  curl  close  on  the  one  side 
or  other,  the  boss  choosuag  the  most  shady  side 
and  where  there  is  a  good  hold.  Generally  there 
is  a  fish  on  each  side  and  in  little  breaks,  causing 
little  quiet  spots  in  the  middle,  each  will  probably 
hold  a  fish.  I  always  draw  down  from  these,  and 
a  trout  will  often  take  the  bait  at  the  sides  as  it 
falls  in  the  water.  Now,  except  you  see  a  fish 
feeding  or  rismg  in  deep  water,  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  fishmg  it  unless  there  is  a  rough  surface 
caused  by  wind.  Then  trout  will  get  out  into 
shallower  water  and  take  it  kindly.  By  only 
fashing  the  choice  spots  and  streams,  you  can  get 
plenty  of  fishing  and  fish  without  "  wading,"  and 
this  IS  one  of  the  greatest  faults  as  regards  trolling, 
lo  fish  after  another  who  has  waded  is  next  to 
useless,  and  no  real  gentleman  and  sportsman 
would  ever  do  so  when  others  are  fishing  the  same 
water,  so  even  here  the  fault  lies  not  so  much  with 


the  plan  as  the  man  using  it.  After  a  month's 
fishing  I  never  fail  to  get  slight  rheumatism.  This 
year  being  so  cold  it  was  worse  than  usual,  and  I 
fished  for  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  I  have  never  failed 
in  curing  it  by  taking  two  or  three  sulphur  balls. 
They  are,  like  my  traces,  only  an  improvement  on 
an  old-fashioned  play,  and  it  would  be  well  if  we 
could  return  in  this  age  to  a  few  more  old  ideas. 
Who  does  not  well  remember  the  spoonsful  of 
treacle  and  brimstone  that  caused  such  wry  faces 
and  numerous  dodges  to  escape?  But  what  a 
blood  purifier  it  was?  So  is  the  sulphur  ball 
without  the  injurious  effect  of  having  the  sulphur 
and  treacle  pass  through  the  digestive  organs. 
Ye  gouty  readers,  try  a  few.  I  believe  I  have  not 
kept  back  a  single  "  wrinkle  "  in  spinning  that  I 
knew.  I  may  have  rambled  occasionally,  but  I 
have  never  re-written  hardly  a  line  in  the  four 
articles,  but  spun  them  off  the  reel.  I  must  state 
that  in  paying  Mr.  Whitty  last  week  as  I  thought 
a  great  compliment  and  his  shop  in  Liverpool,  it 
was  not  for  a  moment  inferred  that  I  ever  met 
him  fishing  anywhere,  but  alluded  to  one  residing 
far  away  that  I  met  on  the  Arrow.  I  trust  that 
this  explanation  will  cause  Mr.  W.  to  read  niy 
articles  carefully  before  he  pays  me  a  similar 
compliment  to  the  one  he  did  this  week  to  a  friend 
of  mine. 

[Concluded.] 


FISH  AND  FOWL. 


The  greatest  enemies  the  trout  have  in  Shetland 
are  the  gulls  and  other  sea-fowl  that  find  their 
home  on  |the  coast  of  these  islands.  These  birds 
do  not  content  themselves  by  fishing  in  the  sea 
and  voes,  but  make  their  way  up  into  the  centre  of 
the  hills  to  the  most  remote  drains  and  lochs.  Of 
course  this  does  not  mean  a  long  distance,  as  there 
is  no  part  of  Shetland  more  than  three  or  four  miles 
from  some  branch  of  the  sea  or  other.  When  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  on  the  coast  the  lochs  and  burns 
get  a  much  needed  rest.  The  appetite  of  sea-fowl 
for  small  fish  is  enormous,  and  as  it  is  generally 
immature  specimens  that  they  eat  the  destruction 
played  is  all  the  greater.  If  they  could  swallow 
fish  of  over  a  pound  it  would  not  be  quite  so  bad, 
but  many  of  them  have  not  the  power  to  do  this, 
although  they  have,  no  doubt,  the  desire.  Small 
fish  of  about  six  inches  long  are  the  favourites 
when  they  can  get  them,  but  size  is  only  a  last 
consideration.  When  they  find  a  large  fish  dead 
or  seriously  injured  they  tear  it  with  their  beaks 
and  swallow  it  piecemeal,  but  small  ones  are 
gulped  down  entire  one  after  another  until  they 
have  had  sufficient. 

Young  coalfish,  herring,  sand-eels,  and  shell-fish 
form  the  principal  food  of  the  majority  of  sea-fowl 
on  our  coasts,  but  when  there  is  a  scarcity  of  these, 
or  weather  unsuitable  for  catching  them,  trout  are 
then  taken  as  a  substitute.  In  a  place  like  Shetland, 
where  both  trout  and  their  destroyers  are  plentiful, 
numerous  opportunities  are  afforded  for  watching 
them.  The  lochs  are,  for  the  most  part,  very 
shallow  and  rather  free  from  weeds.  This  greatly 
assists  the  gulls  and  divers  when  they  visit  them. 
When  a  rise  is  on,  the  various  kinds  of  gulls  hover 
over  the  spot  where  they  see  a  fish  moving,  and 
when  he  appears  they  make  a  sudden  swoop  and 
seize  him,  if  he  is  not  too  large.  Should  they  feel 
hungry  and  see  no  trout  rising,  they  hover  over 
the  shallows  about  three  or  four  feet  from  the 
surface  and  fly  in  a  zig-zag  course,  searching  every 
inch  of  the  water  till  they  see  a  fish.  Gulls  very 
seldom  dive  after  fish,  but  when  these  are  lying 
immediately  under  the  surface,  they  do  not  hesitate 
to  go  into  the  water  with  a  plunge  like  a  stone. 
They  are  very  expert  in  seizing  a  fish,  which  when 
caught  is  swallowed  head  first.  When  this  is 
being  accomplished  they  move  the  fish  about  by 
means  of  their  bill  until  they  get  its  head  well  into 
the  throat,  and  then,  by  a  jerking  upwards  of  the 
head,  the  fish  soon  disappears. 

At  present,  I  have  a  young  gull  which  is  generally 
fed  on  fresh  fish.  It  is  interesting  to  watch  him 
eating  and  to  observe  his  gluttony,  as  his  daily 
allowance  is  from  lib.  to  l^lb.  of  small  fish.  He 
can  swallow  at  a  gulp  a  fish  of  eight  or  nine  inches 
long  and  look  quite  happy.  Knowing  this,  it  would 
be  an  easy  matter  to  estimate  the  amount  of  damage 
done  by  sea-fowl  in  a  loch  or  burn.  In  the  nesting 
season  many  of  these  birds  build  on  the  little  islets 
on  the  lochs  of  Scotland  every  year.  When  in  these 
places  an  infinite  amount  of  harm  must  be  done,  as, 


during  the  period  of  incubation,  the  birds  must  neve 
be  very  far  away  from  the  nest,  even  to  procure 
food.  Gulls  do  not  fly  very  fast,  and  therefore 
cannot  do  long  distances  in  a  short  time.  It  may 
be  that  the  male  bird  brings  food  to  the  female  and 
takes  a  turn  on  the  nest,  but  I  am  rather  afraid 
that  they  never  put  themselves  to  such  unnecessary 
trouble,  when  fish  are  to  be  had  close  at  hand. 

Much  worse  than  the  gulls  are  the  divers  and 
cormorants,  which  are  very  numerous  in  some 
parts.  These  birds  are  unmitigated  gluttons,  and 
can  swallow  a  pound  fish  at  a  gulp.  I  cannot  state 
the  amount  of  fish  they  devour  in  the  course  of  a 
day,  but  I  know  what  I  have  found  in  the  crop  of 
a  single  individual.  They  are  expert  and  quick 
divers.  Some  idea  of  the  speed  at  which  they  dive 
may  be  formed  when  one  knows  that  they  can  get 
under  water  before  the  shot  from  a  fowling-piece 
reaches  them,  unless  they  are  taken  unawares  or 
not  more  than  fifty  yards  away.  Anyone  inclined 
to  disbelieve  this  can  have  a  try,  and  the  chances 
are  that  the  bird  will  get  away  scot-free.  They  do 
not  fly  when  fishing,  but  merely  swim  over  the 
surface  like  ducks,  occasionally  putting  their  heads 
under  the  surface  to  enable  them  to  see  what  is 
underneath.  When  a  fish  is  noticed  they  dive,  using 
their  wings  all  the  time  as  propellers.  The  fish  that 
escapes  these  marauders  certainly  deserves  to  live. 
Herons  are  frequently  seen  on  the  watch  for  trout, 
and  these  birds  are  very  severe  on  all  kinds  of 
fish.  Not  long  ago  I  managed  to  shoot  a  couple  of 
these  birds  in  a  small  tidal  loch.  They  appeared  to 
be  catching  small  fish  when  I  came  upon  them,  and, 
on  opening  the  crop  of  one  of  them,  I  found  the 
remains  of  a  small  sea-trout  and  a  number  of  very 
small  coalfish,  freshly  caught.  The  trout  being 
a  surface  feeder,  at  many  times,  falls  a  victim 
to  the  expertness  of  many  of  these  birds,  and 
along  with  the  fact  that  this  fish  is  frequently 
found  in  shallow  waters,  this  exposes  it  to  dangers 
that  other  kinds  of  fish  would  escape.  There  is  little 
danger  of  certain  lochs  becoming  overstocked,  as 
these  birds  and  large  fish  thin  out  the  ranks  of  the 
smaller  fry  and  thereby  regulate  the  stock.  In 
many  of  the  lochs  of  Shetland  very  small  trout  are 
seldom  caught,  and  this  is  particularly  noticeable 
when  the  water  fished  is  a  shallow  loch. 

Black  Beetle. 


THE  CHANCE  OF  A  LIFETIME, 

Wb  were  in  the  smoking-room  after  dinner — 
mglers  all— and  the  tale  of  "  The  Big  One  that 
Broke  Away  "  had  just  been  told ;  a  fine  old  story 
this,  much  to  be  respected  for  its  age  and  infinite 
variety. 

That  fish  has  been  hooked  and  lost  in  every 
pond,  lake,  and  river  in  England ;  it  is  highly 
probable  to  that  story  we  owe  the  proverb,  "  There 
are  better  fish  in  the  sea  than  ever  came  out." 

In  the  pause  that  followed  we  were  all  trying  to 
recall  some  similar  but  if  possible  more  exciting 
experience  ;  at  last  the  silence  was  broken.  "Ah," 
says  someone,  "  a  fine  fish  certainly,  but  I  can  tell 
you  fellows  of  a  piece  of  water  where  pike  that  size 
are  under  the  limit  and  have  to  be  put  back — why, 
if  you'll  believe  me,  this  is  the  chance  of  a  life- 
time." 

Now,  in  the  smoking-room  after  dinner  one  is  apt  to 
be  sanguine,  and  so  when  wonderful  details  followed, 
why,  we  "  believed  him,"  and  arranged  to  try  this 
anglers'  paradise  at  our  very  first  opportunity. 

Who  has  not  dreamed  the  glorious  dreams  of 
anticipation,  imagined  the  monsters  played,  gaffed, 
and  landed  safely  on  the  bank,  nay,  even  pictured 
the  case  with  its  301b.  pike  resting  snugly  on  one's 
study  wall,  the  envy  of  all  beholders  ! 

The  day  came,  and  with  its  earliest  breaking  we 
were  off,  fm-nished  with  such  an  array  of  rods, 
baskets,  bait-cans,  and  impedimenta  as  was  suffi- 
cient to  fill  a  fair-sized  trap.  Away  through  the 
silent  streets  into  London's  most  rural  suburb  we 
went,  until  well  within  sight  and  almost  within 
sound  of  the  Great  City  we  reached  our  happy 
hunting  ground. 

The  trap  is  left,  and  we  pass  through  a  belt  of 
lofty  elms  and  beeches  along  a  grass-gro^ra  path 
by  the  red  brick  Georgian  mansion  dow  n  into  the 
hollow  where  rush-bordered  and  silent  lay  the  lake 
-tJie  lake — "  The  Chance  of  a  Lifetime." 
Here,  for  years  past,  had  been  a  birds'  and  fishes' 
paradise,  where  every  living  thing  might  live,  now, 
alas !  to  be  rudely  disturbed,  for  hard  times  had 
come  to  the  kindly  owner,  and  the  old  home,  w\\i 
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its  lawns  and  prim  flower-beds,  its  lake,  and  its 
winding  walk  that  led  to  the  Wildemess—a  small 
■wood  where  rai-e  birds,  such  as  seldom  come  near 
London,  built  and  nested  in  perfect  safety— was 
gone  into  the  hands  of  the  builder  and  destroyer, 
and  very  soon  would  be  only  new  roads  and  modern 
villas. 

But  let  us  to  the  fray.  Softly  we  stalk  by  the 
tall  rushes  eager  for  any  sign  of  a  feeding  fish. 
"  What  was  that  splash — there,  oxer  by  the 
willow  ?  "  No,  only  a  frightened  moorhen  that 
Bwims  noisUy  round  e'er  she  retires  into  the  reeds 
again.  "  And  that— what  was; that— a  pike  ?  No, 
only  a  big  carp  moving  in  the  weeds.  No  carp 
for  us  to-day— it  is  pike,  huge  pike,  that  we 
expect. 

So  we  step  quietly  aboard  the  old  boat  and 
paddle  across  to  the  deep  end  where  we  have  been 
told  "the  big  ones  lie."  Three  rods  are  soon  at 
work,  a  six-ounce  dace  on  each — our  smallest  baits 
that  day  were  foiu:  ounces.  An  hour  goes  by  and 
nothing  happens,  then  some  one  gets  a'  run. 
"  Steady,  steady,  wait  till  the  pilot  is  under  now  !  " 
The  line  tightens  under  the  strike,  the  rod  bends, 
and  then — what  ?  No,  not  a  monster,  only  a  mass 
of  weed,  the  bait  is  untouched. 

This  happens  twice  again,  each  tune  a  run  and 
then  only  weed.  There  must  be  a  reason.  Ah  ! 
our  boat  is  adrift.  Another  time  we  should  have 
noticed  this  at  once,  but  to-day  we  are  nervous, 
excited.  "  Up  anchor  then,  and  let  us  find  heavier 
weights,  the  breeze  is  freshening,  and  without  them 
we  shall  soon  be  on  a  lee  shore.  There  is  a  ripple 
on  the  water,  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  air,  and  hopes 
certainly  do  run  high;  the  little  mishaps  are 
nothing,  they  are  always  to  be  expected  when  one 
goes  a-fishing.  So  the  day  wears  on,  but  in  vain 
our  baits  search  the  shallows  and  explore  the 
depths,  every  likely  spot,  every  pool  in  the  weeds 
is  carefully  tried,  but  no  fish. 

With  lunch  time  arrives  our  friend,  he  who 
had  discovered  this  place,  and  under  his  cheering 
influence,  and  that  of  sandwiches  and  flasks,  we 
grow  hopeful  again  and  set  to  with  redoubled 
vigoin:. 

Oh !  the  weed  in  that  lake,  even  in  the  deepest 
water,  sometimes  in  fifteen  feet,  it  grew  up  nearly 
to  the  surface  ;  each  time  we  reel  in  our  snap-tackle 
is  heavily  clogged  with  it,  our  anchors  bury  them- 
selves deeply  in  it,  and  if  we  hook  a  monster  he 
will  assuredly  come  in  covered  with  double  his  own 
weight  of  it,  but  we  do  not  hook  a  monster,  though, 
to  do  us  justice,  we  are  following  out  the  late 
Mr.  Francis  Francis's  motto—"  Always  fish  your 
hardest."  We  are  inclined  to  take  our  defeat 
somewhat  bitterly  for  we  have  counted  on  very 
great  things.  Our  friend  had  told  us  three  positive 
facts,  and  we  had  believed  them :— (1)  That  we 
were  the  first  people  to  fish  in  that  lake  for  fifteen 
years;  (2)  that  the  ducks  and  moorhens  were 
frequently  eaten  by  the  pike ;  and  (3)  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  bathe  because  of  them.  All  these 
things  it  subsequently  transpired  he  had  learnt 
from  the  keeper,  who  had  "  known  the  place  man 
and  boy  these  fifty  years."  This  keeper  arrived  in 
the  afternoon,  and,  expressing  great  surprise  and 
regret  at  our  non-success,  offered  to  show  us  a  fine 
pike  that  had  been  caught  "just  where  we  were 
fishing  now  I  "  It  was  to  be  seen  in  the  parlour  of 
an  old-fashioned  inn  near  by.  Here  then  we  went, 
and  in  all  the  glory  of  a  gold-rimmed  case,  and 
with  its  weight  blazoned  at  the  foot,  was  a  small 
jack  that  in  condition  might  have  weighed  seven 
pounds.  "There,"  said  he  with  honest  pride, 
"  that's  the  biggest  fish  as  ever  was  in,  or  ever 
came  out  of,  that  lake,  and  I,"  looking  at  the  land- 
lord, who  nodded  confirmation,  "  am  the  man  who 
caught  it."  We  felt  for  a  time  there  was  nothing 
more  to  be  said— we  glanced  from  the  jack  to  our 
friend,  and  back  again  from  him  to  the  jack. 
Soon,  however,  philosophy  triumphed,  and  we  were 
able  to  laugh  heartily  over  the  day's  misadventures 
and  to  drink  the  health  and  continued  success  of 
the  man  who  had  forestalled  and  defeated  our 
"  Chance  of  a  Lifetime." 

Egbert  Stanley. 


Lyra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Pishinir  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  Field  aajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  peltry  of  our  time.  . 
Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  :  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."   The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
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Promises  of  other  subscriptions  have  been  received. 

Further  particulars  respecting  this  Memorial  to 
the  Author  of  "  Lorna  Doone  "  can  be  had  by 
applying  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  and  Hon.  Treasmrer, 
Mr.  E.  B.  Marston,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London,  who  will  be  happy  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions and  acknowledge  them  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 


Recently  an  angler  named  Whittaker,  residing  in 
Firths  Fields,  Davenham,  near  Northwich,  met  with 
a  serious  accident  under  somewhat  singular  circum- 
stances. Whilst  fishing  in  the  River  Dane  he  was 
knocked  down  the  bank  by  a  ram,  and  was  sub- 
sequently conveyed  home,  an  examination  by  Dr. 
Gough  showing  that  both  bones  of  his  left  leg  were 
fractured. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  nrnst  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higrh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

{30  min.  for  Chelsea.  IBB  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   „     „  Putney.  AHd)^^   „     „  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  *"")80  „  „  Twickenham. 
60   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  Is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  It 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  vei-y  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

TiMB  OF  High  Water  at  London  Brtocul 

a  i     .  '„                        Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov.  16    4.29    4  45 

Sunday,  „  17    5.  3   '."  5.23 

Monday,  „  18    5.40    6.10 

Tuesday,  „  19    6.36    7  4 

Wednesday,  „  20    7,30    g  10 

Thursday,  „  21    8.4B    9.24 

Friday,  „  22    9.59    10.32 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  jREPORTS. 

Thames. — Gkneeal  Rbmaekb. — The  Thames  still 
remains  bright  and  low  ;  the  upper  reaches  have  very 
little  stream,  and  very  little  sport  has  been  had  during 
the  week.  At  Wraysbury  on  Monday  (Nov.  11)  I  had 
two  and  a-half  dozen  dace,  three  chub,  and  a  few 
roach,  but  most  of  these  were  only  obtained  as  dusk 
approached.  The  ground-bait  was  clearly  seen,  even 
in  the  deepest  water  it  was  possible  to  find,  and 
until  there  has  been  quite'  a  week's  rain  very 
little  sport  is  likely  to  be  obtained.  A  few  pike  have 
been  caught,  Dr.  Turrell  above  Oxford  getting  eight 
when  spinning  with  one  formalined  bleak  (the  largest 
fish  scaled  41b.).  I  am  informed  that  if  a  formalined 
bait  is  used  it  should  be  removed  fromi  the  solution 
and  allowed  to  dry  for  about  a  week  before  it  is 
required.  The  best  plan  is  to  place  it  on  the  spinner 
when  first  removed  from  the  fluid,  and  to  allow  it  to 
dry  thereon.  My  friend,  "  Tale  Spinner,"  states  that 
the  assistant  medical  officer  of  health  of  a  Thames- 
side  town,  a  keen  angler,  recently  found  himself  placed 
in  an  awkward  dilemma.  In  the  hospital  over  which 
he  has  charge  there  were  isolated  certain  patients  who 
had  been  in  contact  with  a  case  of  smallpox.  The 
hospital  in  question  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  a 
Thames  backwater,  not  an  ideal  situation  perhaps 
for  a  smallpox  hospital.  The  patients  beguiled  the 
tedium  of  their  quarantine  by  angling ;  their  efforts 
were  not  attended  with  any  marked  success,  but 
eventually  an  undersized  perch  was  secured.  The 
assistant  medical  officer  of  health  has  since  been 
much  perturbed  in  his  mind  as  to  whether  he  was 
justified  in  a  breach  of  Thames  bye-laws  in  ordering 
that  this  undersized  fish  should  not  be  returned  to 
the  river,  but  should  be  disinfected  and  isolated  in 
the  hospital.  "  Tale  Spinner  "  also  informs  me  that 
the  Oxford  Angling  Society  had  a  day's  netting  for 
coarse  fish  in  the  Windrush  on  Oct.  3.  Great,  pre- 
parations were  made.  A  brake  full  of  members  drove 
over  to  Standlake  early  in  the  morning,  taking  with 
them  flue-nets,  landing-nets,  fish  carriers,  trunks, 
keep-nets,  and  a  host  of  other  paraphernalia.  A  mud- 
cart  was  engaged  from  the  Oxford  Corporation  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  anticipated  large  haul  of  fish  from 
Standlake  to  the  Thames  at  Eynsham.  Unfortunately, 
the  haul  fell  far  short  of  anticipations,  and  the  total 
result  of  the  day's  netting  only  amounted  to  twenty- 
one  fish.  The  failure  of  this  expedition  is  attributed 
by  the  members  who  took  part  in  it  to  the  dead 
leaves  and  other  cUbris,  which  choked  the  nets ;  some 
of  the  members  of  the  society,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
were  not  present,  think  that  a  large  haul  would  have 
been  secured  if  "  they  had  been  there." — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

■  (Richmond). — Not  much  has  been  done  lately 

owing  to  the  fog.  On  one  day  H.  Mansel  out  with  his 
patrons,  161b.  roach  and  dace ;  another  day,  181b. 
roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  had  a  few 
good  size  dace. — Gaynob  &  Son. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have  had  2'11  inches  of 
rain  during  the  last  forty-eight  hours,  which  has  so 
greatly  discoloured  the  waters  that  fishing  must  be 
indifferent  for  a  few  days.  The  upper  reaches  will 
fine  first,  and  pike-fishing  should  then  be  good.  The 
rain  was  greatly  needed,  for  springs  were  abnormally 
low  and  trout  beginning  to  head  upwards  for  spawning. 
Under  the  late  conditions  they  stood  little  ciianoe  of 
escaping  herons  and  human  poachers  on  the  look-out 
for  them. — Thomas  Fobd,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeach). — On  this  river 
we  have  had  after  the  extreme  fogs  the  "worst "  week  for 
many.  Sometimes  the  temperature  has  been  almost 
summerlike,  then  windy,  strong,  much  against  the 
roach  angler ;  only  a  few  had  on  two  days  worth 
mentioning.  Pike  have  been  had,  but  the  natives 
have  the  best  chance  over  casual  visitors,  when 
they  have  been  more  successful ;  only  a  few  had  up  to 
31b.  each.    Some  decent  perch  have  been  secured. 
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We  have  just  had  a  nice  rain  only  to  freshen  up  the 
river,  which  is  now  summer  level. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 
Bure    (Norfolk,    Wroxham    District).  —  The 

weather  seems  to  have  broken  up  at  last,  and  we  are 
experiencing  a  wild  stormy  spell,  with  a  good  deal  of 
wet.  This  will,  however,  do  no  harm,  as  the  river 
requires  freshening  up,  being  hitherto  rather  stale  and 
tideless,  and,  as  far  as  my  experience  went,  roach  were 
very  much  off  the  feed,  and  pike  fishing  not  much 
pursued  hitherto.  The  Broad  should  fish  very  well 
this  season,  being  almost  untouched  last  year  owing  to 
stormy  weather,  ice,  &c.,  and  not  very  much  fished 
as  yet  since  the  opening  of  this  season.  Anglers  stay- 
ing in  the  district  can  fish,  by  payment  of  a  moderate 
fee,  the  following  Broads  on  the  Bare ; — Wroxham  and 
Salhouse,  and  the  Decoy  Broad,  either  from  Horning 
or  Wroxham  (inns  the  Ferry  and  Swan,  or  at  Wrox- 
ham, the  King's  Head  and  Horseshoes),  and  on  the 
River  Ant,  Barton  Broad,  about  four  miles'  drive. 
All  these  Broads  are  fairly  stocked  with  fair-sized 
pike,  and  there  is  a  fair  sprinkling  of  really  heavy  fish 
up  to  say  201b.  or  251b.  From  now  till  the  end  of  the 
season  livebait  on  snap  tackle  will  be  the  best  method, 
although  spinning  frequently  kills  good  fish.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Eudd,  of  54,  London-street,  Norwich,  is  an  ex- 
cellent adviser  to  consult  on  matters  appertaining  to 
our  local  pike-fishing  and  the  most  suitable  tackle 
required.  Prospects  for  pike  and  roach  angling  when 
weather  has  settled  are  very  fair. — C.  D.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  still 
keeping  up  well  for  the  time  of  the  season.  Fish 
have  been  noticed  close  to  the  weir  and  at  various 
spawning  beds,  which  augurs  well  for  nest  season. 
The  herons  which  were  recently  reported  to  have  been 
doing  such  destruction  ai^ong  small  fish  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  river  have  gone  further  down  the 
stream  owing  to  there  being  a  large  quantity  of 
herrings  in  that  part  of  the  river.  Anglers  will 
receive  this  with  considerable  pleasure.— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.)— At  time  of  writing 
(Nov.  11),  the  river  is  very  low  and  clear,  lower  indeed 
than  in  summer.  We  want  a  good  heavy  rainfall; 
no  sport  worth  recording. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — At  last  we  have  a  good  clearing- 
out  flood,  the  first  since  March.  It  is  welcome  and 
will  do  good,  for,  though  too  late  to  give  good  sport 
to  the  anglers,  it  will  move  a  lot  of  spawning  fish  up 
the  river.  It  is  not  often  that  we  get  such  a  spate 
with  an  east  wind.  On  Nov.  6,  Mr.  D.  Mason  had  a 
fish  of  201b.  at  Rockclig,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Campbell  two 
of  181b.  and  221b.  at  Grimsdale.  On  the  7th,  Mr. 
Mason  landed  another,  and  so  did  Mr.  Campbell.  On 
the  9th,  Mr.  Saunders  had  one  of  91b.  at  Cargo.  All 
these  fish  were  got  below  Carlisle.  The  Yorkshire 
anglers  who  fish  the  Eamont  and  the  Edenhall  waters 
very  wisely  ceased  fishing  on,  Oct.  31.  If  there  is  no 
more  rain  the  river  may  be  in  order  in  some  places, 
on  Friday  (Nov.  15),  the  closing  day  of  one  of  the 
worst  seasons  for  autumn  fishing  ever  experienced. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)— 
The  week-end  was  very  unpropitious.  Eoachists  had 
to  be  content  with  fishing  "  fine  and  far  off,"  and  good 
sized  pike  lay  quiet  and  were  uninterested  in  a  lively 
bait.  Very  small  luck  was  the  rule  almost  everywhere. 
Roach  takes  as  a  whole  were  very  poor,  and  the 
trolling  rod  only  found  fish  of  the  small  size.  On 
Monday  a  change  set  in,  and  the  weather  has  since 
been  stormy  and  very  wet.  This  ought  to  bring  about 
a  radical  change  for  the  future. — Limpet. 

Prensham  Pond.— Since  the  capture  of  the  13Jlb. 
pike  here,  a  few  days  since,  we  have,  owing  to 
weather,  had  practically  no  one  since  fishing;  but 
we  started  again  on  Nov.  9,  with  the  result  that  three 
gentlemen  fishing  that  day,  four  on  Nov.  10,  and  two 
on  Nov.  13,  captured  forty  pike  between  them.  The 
take  comprised  a  12Jlb.,  lOJlb.,  gjlb.,  S^lb.,  81b.,  TJlb., 
71b.,  three  51b.,  four  41b.,  and  six  about  31b.  each; 
others  under  that  weight  were  returned  to  the  water. 
They  were  in  prime  condition,  and  made  a  fine  show. 
— G.  A.  W.  Griffiths. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Very  little  is  to 
be  said  of  the  sport  of  the  past  week.  Like  every 
other  river  the  Idle  has  suffered  from  drought. 
What  few  fish,  however,  of  the  roach  class  have 
come  to  hand'  have  been  mostly  fine  specimens, 
but  few  in  number.  There  has  been  little  to  choose 
among  the  swims  at  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  Newing- 
ton,  Idlestop,  and  Haxey  Gate.  But  from  these 
localities  roach  scaling  lib.,  IJlb.,  lib.  6oz.,  and  lib. 
lOoz.  have  come  to  hand  by  swimming  maggot  and 
creed  wheat.  The  latter  is  the  chief  winter  bait,  but 
a  few  dace  and  grayling  have  fallen  to  the  latter. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  very  poor,  but  since  Monday  a 
change  has  come  over  the  scene  which  will  cause  the 
meadows  and  low  lands  to  be  flooded  if  the  rains 
continue. — L. 

Lark,  Little  Ouse,  Cam,  and  Great  Ouse.— 
Pike  are  now  well  on  the  feed  in  all  these  waters,  and 
thpse  of  our  angling  community  who  are  fond  of 
spinning  along  a  bleak  river,  with  wind  strong  enough 
to  almost  blow  out  your  eyes,  cannot  do  better  than 
nave  a  iij.    The  Bull  Hotel  at  Barton  Mills, 


Mildenhall,  close  to  the  stream,  the  Marquis  of 
Granby  at  Littleport,  the  Ship  Inn  at  Brand  Creek, 
and  the  Ram  at  Brandon  are  all  good  places  whore 
anglers  may  be  accommodtited.  Roach  are  feeding 
very  nicely  now,  red  or  white  paste,  and  gentles  for 
the  dace.  I  saw  on  IMonday,  Nov.  11,  a  tray  of  three 
dozen  beautiful  roach,  taken  from  the  Barton  Staunch, 
several  of  them  weighing  over  lib.  each,  good  fish.  If 
there  is  any  information  I  can  give  to  intending 
anglers,  if  they  write  to  me  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure. 
—William  Howlett,  High-street,  Newmarket. 

Lea.— During  the  past  week  poor  sport  has  again 
been  the  rule.  The  river  has  remained  clear,  sluggish, 
and  foul,  and  roach  anglers  under  the  circumstances 
cannot  expect  to  meet  with  much  sport,  expect  in 
private  and  preserved  backwaters,  which  are  in  some- 
what better  order  and  more  streamy.  Hero  some 
roach  and  chub  have  ibeen  taken.  In  the  public 
reaches  of  the  river  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  all 
been  caught,  but  no  news  of  any  good  baskets  has 
reached  me.  As  a  result  of  the  rain  the  river  is  fresher, 
but  is  far  from  being  in  good  angling  order.  Nothing 
but  a  strong  run  of  land  water  will  improve  matters. 
This  remark  also  applies  to  the  Beane,  Stort,  Rib,  and 
Ash. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Fishing  has  been  quiet  here, 
and  few  anglers  out.  The  river  is  very  clear,  but  the 
high  winds  of  the  last  few  days  has  spoilt  the  sport, 
the  water  being  very  rough.  Roach  are  feeding  well' 
and  some  good  baskets  up  to  101b.  per  rod  have  been 
had.  The  average  weight  of  the  pike  taken  duriu<J  the 
week  was  about  31b. — P.  W.  G.  ° 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
grayling  streams  are  still  runqing  low  and  clear,  and 
have  been  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
changed  at  last,  and  we  are  now  having  some  heavy 
rain  in  the  district  which  is  bound  to  affect  the  rivers  ; 
there  is  a  stain  on  them  from  the  road  water,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  a  good  flush  of  water  to  clear 
the  beds  which  have  been  dirty  for  some  time. 
Angling  before  the  rain  was  fairly  good  and  some  nice 
lots  of  grayling  landed  with  the  fly.    The  Pinsley  is 

low. — G  WYNNE. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Gales  of  wind,  accompanied  by  storms  of  rain  at 
intervals,  have  prevailed  since  Monday  night,  11th  inst., 
causing  rivers  to  rise  some  8  or  9  inches  of  unclouded 
water  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday,  Nov.  14, 
6  o'clock  P.M.).  Rain  still  continues  and  darkness  sets 
in  with  evdry  indication  of  a  coming  dirty  night.  It 
is  most  probable  there  will  be  a  further  rise  of  the  rivers, 
which  will  do  a  lot  of  good,  cleansing  their  beds,  which 
were  particularly  foul,  freshening  the  water  and  other- 
wise bringing  the  grayling  more  on  the  feed.  Flies  for 
future  use  should  be  selected  (according  to  weather) 
from  the  following:  Mid  Blue,  Whirling,  Willows 
(male  and  female).  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Red  Palmer, 
Orange  Tag,  Autumn  Hare's  Ear,  and  Iron  Blue. 
Sink  and  draw  fishing,  swimming  worm,  and  maggot 
should  all  be  good.  Prospects  for  sport  for  the  coming 
week  will  depend  on  the  efiect  of  the  present  weather, 
but  appearances  would  lead  one  to  think  them  good  — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).— We  have  had  a  touch 
of  the  violent  gale  here  the  last  few  days  and  some 
good  showers  which  have  coloured  the  water  a  bit; 
several  gentlemen  been  out,  all  got  some  sport,  but  the 
largest  jack  was  7Jlb.  Mr.  Metcap  to-day  (Wednesday) 
got  some  very  nice  roach.  The  weeds  are  dying  very 
fast  now,  and  S,re  no  trouble.  Out  with  a  gentleman 
on  Nov.  10,  we  took  four  good  jack  paternostering. — 

A.  SCAED. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech). — Up  to  Nov.  11  the  weather  in  this  neighbour- 
hood continued  aU  that  could  possibly  be  desired,  not 
only  for  grayling  anglers  but  also  for  those  whose  sole 
ambition  it  is  to  capture  specimen  fish  of  any  descrip- 
tion, and  of  these  fish  there  are  yet  many  remaining 
in  these  rivers,  if  we  believe  the  old  adage  that  there 
are  still  in  the  sea  as  good  fish  as  ever  came  out  of 
it.  On  Monday  night  rain  commenced  falling  in 
torrents  and  has  continued  up  to  the  time  of 
writing.  On  Nov.  12  the  Tanat  was  flooded  so 
much  that  a  temporary  wooden  bridge  erected 
for  the  convenience  of  the  employees  of  the  Tanat 
Valley  Railway,  now  in  course  of  construction,  was 
swept  away.  One  advantage  this  river  has  over  all 
others  in  this  part  is  that,  travelling  at  the  speed  it 
does,  it  regains  its  proper  level  in  a  very  short  space 
of  time.  The  Vyrnwy  is  now  rapidly  rising,  and  at 
Llanymynech  is  nearly  a  mile  in  width,  and  will  take 
some  time  to  recover  its  natural  level.  The  Severn, 
which  is  the  recipient  of  numerous  tributaries,  is 
a  very  slow-running  stream,  and  if  the  present  very 
stormy  weather  continues  much  longer  will  take  a 
very  long  time  to  regain  its  natural  level. — Vyenwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  still  remains 
clear,  but  the  few  sharp  frosts  we  have  had  have  put 
it  in  better  condition  for  angling.  Jack  fishing  has 
fairly  commenced,  and  several  have  been  landed 
during  the  last  few  days,  but  have  not  heard  of  any- 
thing over  51b.  being  taken.  Roach  anglers  are  also 
doing  better ;  several  bags  of  121b,  per  rod  have  been 


mado  by  both  London  and  local  anglers,  white  or 
coloured  paste  being  the  most  killing  bait.  Good 
roach  angling  is  only  now  commencing  in  this  district, 
and  will  bo  good  as  soon  as  we  can  get  some  colour 
into  the  river. — W.  T.  Bainiuiidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Strange 
is  it  that  after  the  recent  rains  rivers  have  so  soon 
fined  down,  and  up  to  a  few  days  since  were  too  bright 
and  clear  for  successful  sport  among  the  roach  and 
dace.  On  the  Ouse  at  Isfield  and  near  Barcombo  Mills, 
a  few  small  pike  have  been  taken.  Weeds,  the  falling 
leaves,  and  dibiis  generally,  is  adverse  to  spinning. 
The  gales  of  the  past  few  days  have  improved  the  colour 
of  the  water,  but  rain  has  beld  oil  in  the  south,  and  a 
good  freshet  is  needed  to  put  rivers  in  trim.  From 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Ouse  a  few  pike  have  been 
taken  with  dace  on  snap  tackle,  the  heaviest  notified 
being  6Jlb.  A  fish  of  4  Jib.  and  a  brace  of  smaller  were 
taken  near  Henfield,  on  the  Adur.  At  Chichester 
Canal  pike  have  been  on  feed,  a  brace  taken  by  Mr. 
Holder  weighed  141b.,  and  several  smaller  fish  are 
recorded.  Perch  up  to  1  Jib.  have  been  captured  below 
Hunston,  and  bream  up  to  lib.  14oz.— George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— This  report  should  be  blank. 

No  water  for  fish  to  run  up,  and  as  the  season  closes 
on  Nov.  15  no  possibility  of  any  sport.  I  fear  not 
twenty  have  taken  licences,  and  certainly  not  more 
than  two  or  three  fish  have  been  killed  since  May. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level  up  to  Wednesday. 
Heavy  rain  set  in  on  Tuesday  night  and  it  continued 
all  day  on  Wednesday,  and  looks  as  if  it  was  settled 
down  for  a  good  soak.  This  will  do  good,  as  the  bed 
of  the  river  was  getting  foul  from  the  accumu- 
lation of  rubbish  from  the  summer,  and  it  will 
clear  it  all  away  and  will  greatly  improve  the 
prospects  of  sport.  There  has  been  a  slight 
stain  on  the  water  and  it  is  *  rising,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  week  if  the  rain  continues  we  may 
expect  it  to  be  coloured  and  bank  full.  Before  the 
rain  the  water  was  in  good  order,  and  grayling  were 
well  on  the  feed  and  were  rising  at  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Willow,  Hare's  Ear,  Wickham, 
and  Iron  Blue,  and  some  very  nice-sized  fish  were 
landed.  Pike-fishing  has  been  tried  with  live  bait 
with  success.  Bottom-fishing  has  been  slow  this  week. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running 
low,  but  the  rain  is  staining  them  and  they  are  rising 
a  little. — S.  Ludlow. 

■  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  is  running 

in  fair  order  for  fishing,  and  up  to  Wednesday  (Nov.  13) 
fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  weather  turned  wet  and 
cold  on  Tuesday,  and  heavy  rain  has  been  had  up 
country  which  is  bringing  down  surface  water  and 
staining  the  river  and  causing  it  to  rise.  A  good  fall 
of  rain  will  greatly  improve  the  river  as  it  has  been 
very  low  for  months,  and  it  will  move  the  fish.  Some 
good  fish  were  landed  at  the  end  of  last  week  and  the 
beginning  of  this,  with  fly.  The  prospects, at  present 
for  next  week  are  doubtful. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— Though  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  during  the  past  two  days  it  has  not  greatly 
afiected  the  Trent,  which  was  running  exceptionally 
low  and  fine  on  Monday  the  11th.  Angling  has  been 
of  a  very  poor  description.  A  few  chub  were  taken  on 
the  day  mentioned  from  the  Holme  water  with  greaves 
and  gentles,  and  some  nice  dace  have  been  taken  with 
the  latter  bait.  Pike  have  generally  refused  to  move, 
only  small  fish  being  got,  and  a  change  of  water  is 
desirable,  otherwise  anglers  may  as  well  keep  from  the 
river. — Trentsidee. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
Takes  have  been  very  small  of  late  owing  to  the  clear- 
ness and  staleness  of  the  water.  Yellow  paste  is  a 
bait  Lincoln  anglers  swear  by  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
but  that  has  been  comparatively  useless.  A  decent 
take  has  been  at  a  discount  all  the  way  down 
from  Bardney  to  Tattershall,  but  the  frost  and 
fog  of  last  week  is  supposed  to  have  made 
pike  fishing  more  lively,  though  takes  have 
not  been  worth  recording.  Since  Monday  there  has 
been  heavy  rain  all  over  the  country,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  river  will  begin  to  rise  considerably.  This 
anglers  will  regard  as  a  godsend.  Reports  from  the 
drains  about  Boston  are  in  a  similar  strain.  The  best 
sport  is  from  the  Hob  Hole  at  Old  Leake,  and  that  is 
scarcely  worth  a  mention. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  above 
rivers  were  in  good  order  for  both  fly  and  bottom 
fishing  up  to  Nov.  11,  and  several  nice  little  catches 
were  obtained.  Mr.  \.  Coates  fishing  the  Darleydale 
Club  water  on  Nov.  11,  landed  four  -  and  -  a  -  half 
brace  of  good  grayling ;  also  Messrs.  W.  Evans  and 
J.  H.  Lusby  fishing  from  the  end  of  the  garden, 
Rutland  Arms  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  took  one 
brace  each.  Since  the  above  date  the  Derwent 
has  been  in  flood,  as  we  have  had  a  heavy 
downpour  of  rain  since  Monday 'night  up  to  Wednes- 
day night  (and  still  rains),  and  the  Derwent  was 
higher  on  Tuesday  than  it  has  been  for  several  years  ; 
it  will  be  Monday,  Nov.  IS,  before  this  river  is  fishable  ' 
and  unless  a  great  change  in  the  weather  takes  place ' 
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it  will  be  longer.  This  should  stir  the  fish  up,  as  they 
have  not  had  such  stirring  up  for  a  long  time. — 
Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Berweut,  Ouse, 

&c.  (Yorks). — A  few  brace  of  grayling  were  caught 
in  the  Upper  Yore  with  the  worm  and  with  the  fly  in 
the  Cover  on  Monday  (Nov.  11),  and  on  the  same  day 
moderate  sport  was  enjoyed  in  some  other  streams. 
Since  then  angling  of  any  description  has  been 
impossible,  for  on  Monday  night  (Nov.  11)  rain  com- 
menced to  fall  in  torrents  ;  it  continued  without  inter- 
mission the  whole  of  Tuesday  (Nov.  12),  and  on  the 
Wensleydale  and  Westmorland  Hills  quite  a  tornado 
raged.  On  Wednesday  (Nov.  13)  the  storm  abated 
somewhat,  but  a  bitter  cold  north-east  wind  prevailed, 
and  the  Coverdale,  Wensleydale  and  Westmorland  Hills 
were  covered  with  snow.  All  our  rivers  are,  of  course, 
flooded  and  out  of  condition  for  angling.  When  they 
subside  we  may  expect  to  meet  with  improved  sport, 
for  we  wanted  a  good  clearing  flood  for  some  time. 
The  best  flies  for  grayling  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle 
and  Red  Tag,  Blue  Hawk,  Blue  Midge,  Golden  Crow, 
Olive  Bloa,  and  Pale  Silver  Dun.'  The  Leeds  and 
District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  Friday  evening  (Nov.  8)  at  the 
headquarters.  White  Swan  Hotel.  This  social  gather- 
ing of  the  Leeds  Waltonians  is  always  a  successful 
and  pleasurable  ali'air.— John  E.  Millee,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — A  meeting  of  theDeveron 
District  Fishery  Board  was  held  at  Banff  on  Nov.  6. 
The  clerk  submitted  estimate  of  the  receipt  of  income 
and  expenditure  for  the  ensuing  year  to  Whit  Sunday, 
1902,  bringing  out  a  sum  of  £886  6s.  4d.  to  be  raised 
by  assessment,  of  which  £396  6s.  4d.  was  for  the  purpose 
of  protection,  and  £470  for  repayment  of  instalment 
of  loan  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  Cruive 
Dykes.  The  clerk  also  stated  that  the  annual  value 
of  the  fishings  was  £-3048  9s.  -Sd.,  being  a  depreciation  of 
£137  16s.  9d.  as  compared  with  last  year.  In  reference 
to  the  depreciation  of  the  value  of  the  fishings  it  was 
explained  that  the  value  of  the  net  fishings  was  down 
as  arising  out  of  the  removal  of  the  Cruive  Dykes.  It 
was  pointed  out,  however,  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  value  of  the  fishings 
above  the  dykes,  and  this  gave  rise  to  discussion  which 
resulted  in  the  clerk  being  asked  to  get  the  assessor  to 
get  a  revaluation  of  the  fishings.  The  board  agreed 
to  impose  an  assessment  of  5s.  8Jd.  as  brought  out  on 
the  estimate— being  2s.  7Jd.  for  protection  and  3s.  Id. 
for  repayment  of  loan.  Mr.  Thurburn,  of  Mayen,  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  board. — H.  W. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  great  storm  of  rain  and 
wind  experienced  over  the  midlands  and  north  of 
England  on  Tuesday  was  also  severely  felt  in  the  south 
of  Scotland.  Rain  fell  on  Sunday  night,  and  the  rivers 
were  fully  eighteen  inches  higher  on  Monday  morning. 
The  Annan  was  discoloured  in  its  lower  waters  during 
the  morning,  but  cleared  over  towards  evening. 
More  rain,  however,  fell  as  darkness  set  in,  and  the 
storm  increased  in  intensity  all  through  Tuesday. 
The  rivers  Annan  and  Nith  were  bank  full  of 
red  flood  and  the  spate  is  still  raging  this  afternoon 
(Wednesday,  Nov.  13).  The  angling  closes  on  Friday 
night  (15th),  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  there  will 
be  much  sport  for  the  rods,  as  the  waters  can  scarcely 
be  in  order  for  the  closing  day.  The  Nith  is  also  in 
big  flood  this  morning,  and  will  be  practically  unfish- 
able  in  the  different  reaches  before  Friday  afternoon. 
This  is  an  unfortunate  ending,  as  fish  were  running 
strongly  on  Monday  from  the  Solway,  and  many 
looked  forward  to  having  a  fish  or  two  by  Friday  night. 
Fishing  in  the  Brewery  pool  of  the  Annan  on  Friday 
evening  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon,  Port-street,  killed  a  nice 
salmon  of  171b.  with  a  gudgeon  bait.  In  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie's water,  near  the  town,  only  three  salmon  have 
been  caught  this  autumn — singularly  by  one  rod,  and 
all  with  a  Thames  gudgeon.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
water,  on  Monday  morning,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom,  of 
Mount  Annan,  killed  a  beautiful  clean  run  salmon 
of  101b.,  with  Brown  Turkey  fly,  out  of  the 
Burnfoot  pool.  Mr.  Dirom  hooked  and  lost  a  second 
salmon.  In  the  salmon  pool  of  Mr.  Bell-Irving's 
water  the  keeper,  Angus  Macdonald,  killed  a  fine  fish 
of  171b.  with  Grey  Turkey  fly.  Mr.  William  Wright 
was  broken  with  two,  and  lost  another  two  fish  in  the 
same  water  on  Nov.  6.  In  the  Four  Towns  portion 
Mr.  Harry  Hudson,  of  Oldham,  while  fishing  for  salmon 
hooked  a  splendid  pike  of  nearly  201b.,  and  succeeded 
in  landing  it.  It  has  been  forwarded  to  Oldham 
for  the  purpose  of  being  set  up.  Some  big  pike 
are  occasionally  taken  in  Lochmaben  Loch,  which  has 


Grayling  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattern, 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Sliller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (12 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2.s.  .Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  Is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "  Pritt  s  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  12s.  6d. 
"Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  6d.  "Jackson's 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7s.  6d.— J.  E. 
Miller  (Telephone  2C01),  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams  :  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


a  burn  flowing  into  the  Annan  at  Four  Towns,  but  I 
do  not  remember  of  such  a  big  one  being  killed  in  the 
River  Annan.  Mr.  Hudson  had  two  salmon  at  Four 
Towns  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  week.  Odd  fish  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  in  Hoddom  Castle  water,  as  also  in 
Castlemilk  and  the  higher  reaches.  The  finest  show  of 
salmon  this  backend  were  running  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day. The  Nith  has  been  disturbed  with  floods  since 
last  report.  On  the  Cowhill  water,  Mr.  Aitkeu,  fishing 
with  a  "  Jackson  fly,  "  made  by  that  prince  of  dressers, 
Jackson,  Dumfries,  killed  several  fish  in  addition  to 
those  previously  reported.  In  the  Friars  Carse  private 
water,  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  Friars  Carse  House,  killed  two 
salmon  of  201b.  and  181b.  They  were  taken  with  the 
Butcher  fly  and  the  Grey  Turkey.  Odd  fish  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  other  sections.  There  has  not 
been  such  a  good  show  in  the  Nith  for  many  years. 
The  only  river  open  for  rod  fishing  in  this  district 
after  the  15th  will  be  the  Galloway  Urr.  In  the 
Solway .  Derwent  a  few  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
Cockermouth  division  of  the  river,  but  the  rain  and 
floods  have  now  spoiled  all  Ichanoe  for  the  closing 
day.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled  this  evening. — 
Heathebbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
Salmon  anglers  have  boen  enjoying  good  sport  on  the 
Tweed  during  the  past  week.  Dull,  breezy  days 
admitted  the  deep  pools  to  be  fished  with  good  results. 
On  Nov.  8  a  remarkable  score  was  made  by  Mr. 
McCullock  on  the  Floors  Lower  water.  He  caught 
eighteen  salmon,  the  weights  of  which,  as  given  below, 
reached  an  aggregate  of  3261b.,  or  an  average  of  just 
over  181b.  each.  Ten  of  the  fish  were  got  at  the 
Garden  Wall  pool  and  the  remainder  at  the 
Putt.  Most  of  the  fish  were  caught  on  a  small 
Jock  Scott.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  salmon  re- 
cently taken  are  all  of  large  size.  On  the  Birgham 
water  Dr.  Henderson  had  one  of  431b.,  which  comes 
nest  in  order  to  Colonel  Boswell  Preston's  47-pounder, 
taken  from  the  same  water  about  three  weeks  ago. 
Good  sport  was  general  until  Tuesday  (Nov.  12), 
when  the  storm  interrupted  operations  and  pro- 
duced a  flood  of  over  seven  feet,  and  I  don't  think 
fishing  will  be  resumed  before  Saturday  (Nov.  16). 
On  ,-the  Bolside  water  Mr.  F.  Davies  caught 
three  salmon,  221b.,  201b.,  and  16^1b.  on  Monday. 
Mr.  R.  Miller  one  of  221b.  on  Tuesday.  Mrs.  Davies 
and  Mr.  R.  Holmes  one  each  of  17Jlb.  on  Wednesday. 
Mrs.  Davies  one  of  131b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Scott  Plummer 
two  of  191b.  each  on  Thursday.  Mr.  Davies  one  of 
22Jlb,  and  Mr.  J.  Turner  one  of  191b.  on  Friday,  and 
Mrs.  Davies  one  of  221b.  on  Saturday.  At  Rutherford, 
on  Oct.  81,  Mr.  Chas.  Lucas  caught  three  salmon  of 
261b.,  181b.,  and  131b.,  and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  one 
salmon  of  18Jlb.  and  one  grilse  of  5Jlb.  On  Nov.  1 
Mr.  Hunter  Blair  had  three  salmon  of  221b.,  151b.,  and 
151b.  and  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Lucas  two 
salmon  of  151b.  and  111b.  and  a  grilse  of  5Jlb.  On 
Nov.  2  Mr.  Hunter  Blair  had  two  salmon,  201b.  and 
171b.,  and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  one  of  221b.  On  Nov.  4 
Mr.  G.  Henderson  caught  two  salmon,  201b.  and  161b., 
and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas,  two  of  211b.  and  101b.  On 
Nov.  5  Mr.  Chas.  Lucas  had  one  of  211b.,  and  a  grilse 
of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Morton  Lucas  two  salmon  of  211b. 
and  201b.  At  Makerstoun  Lord  H.  Vane  Tempest,  on 
Thursday;(Nov.  7),  had  one  salmon  of  15 Jib.,  on  Friday 
(Nov.  8)  four,  18Jlb.,  181b.,  171b.,  and  141b.,  and  on 
Saturday  (Nov.  9)  one  of  181b.  Lord  Wolverton 
three  of  211b.,  181b.,  and  161b.,  and  one  of  191b. 
on  Monday  (Nov.  11).  On  Floors  Upper  water 
on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Bell  Irving  caught  five  salmon 
weighing  221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  191b.,  and  111b. ;  on  Thurs- 
day six,  201b.,  181b.,  171b.,  151b.,  141b.,  and  121b.;  on 
Friday,  four,  271b.,  181b.,  161b.,  and  151b. ;  on  Satur- 
day six,  211b.,  191b.,  171b.,  161b.,  151b.,  and  141b. ;  and 
on  Monday,  one  grilse  of  81b.  On  Floors  Lower  water 
on  Wednesday,  Mr.  McCullock  had  five  salmon,  251b., 
141b,,  171b.,  161b.,  and  71b.  On  Friday  he  had  eighteen 
(referred  to  above)  weighing  281b.,  27Jlb.,  261b.,  221b., 
191b.,  191b.,  191b.,  181b.,  181b.,  171b.,  17lb.,  16Jlb.,  161b., 
15Jlb.,  141b.,  141b.,  13Jlb.,  and  61b.,  total  3261b., 
average  over  181b.  each.  On  Saturday  he  had  four 
salmon,  221b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and  91b.  I-On  Monday, 
one  of  201b.  and  yesterday  (Tuesday)  before  the  river 
rose  two  of  17|lb.  and  8jib.  On  the  Ednam  House 
waters,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Wood  caught  seven  salmon 
271b.,  24Jlb.,  241b.,  22Jlb.,  221b.,  171b.,  and  141b.  On 
Thursday  he  had  one  of  18Jlb.,  on  Friday  cSne  of  181b.,  and 
on  Saturday,  four  weighing  311b.,  241b.,  221b.,  and  16 Jib. 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Jas.  Tait  on  the  upper  water  had  five 
salmon,  221b.,  19Jlb.,  191b.,  191b.,  and  141b.,  and  Col. 
Wilson  one  of  181b.  on  the  lower  water.  On  the 
Hendersyde  water  Major  Goulburn  caught  nine  salmon 
on  Wednesday  last,  weights  28Jlb.  261b.,  231b.,  19ilb., 
181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  141b.,  and  9Jlb.  Mr.  F.  Douglas  one 
of  231b.  on  Thursday  (Nov.  7).  On  Friday  (Nov.  8) 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith  had  five,  weighing  19ilb., 
19ilb.,  18Jlb.,  181b.,  and  141b.,  and  Major  Goulburn 
six  of  2.31b.,  211b.,  191b.,  18Jlb.,  151b.,  and  8Jlb.  on  the 
same  day.  On  Saturday  (Nov.  9)  Sir  Richard  Waldie 
Griffith  had  four,  weighing  211b.,  201b.,  181b.,  and 
171b.,  and  Major  Goulburn  seven,  of  311b.,  221b.,  211b. 
18 Jib.,  171b.,  16Jlb.,  and  15 Jib.  respectively.  At 
Birgham,  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  5),  Mr.  Campell  Swinton 


caught  a  grilse  of  SJlb.  On  Wednesday  (Nov.  6) 
he  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  151b.,  and  Lord 
Dunglass,  on  the  same  day,  had  three  of  251b., 
221b.,  and  12Jlb.  On  Nov.  7  Captain  Tippinge 
caught  two,  221b.  and  181b.,  and  Captain  Gerald 
Trotter  five,  weighing  251b.,  241b.,  211b.,  181b.,  and 
161b.  On  Friday  Dr.  Henderson  had  six,  weighing 
431b.,  301b.,  271b.,  21J.,  201b.,  and  151b.  On  Nov.  9 
Captain  Trotter  four,  261b.,  251b.,  19Jlb.,  and  171b., 
and  Dr.  Dinsmore  three,  251b.,  211b.,  and  171b.  The 
Earl  of  Home  one  of  18Jlb.,  and  the  Earl  of  Bomney 
one  grilse  of  7Jlb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  are  in  torrents 
after  the  storm  of  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  and  a  good  thing 
too,  as  it  has  put  a  stop  to  the  poaching  on  them. 
Last  week  some  coarse  fishing  was  obtained  on  the 
Lagan.  Before  the  floods,  trout  were  settling  down 
on  the  redds  in  the  Clady,  Glenovy,  Lagan,  etc., 
but  the  rise  of  water  will  retard  their  operations. 
Not  a  few  anglers  would  be  glad  to  see  the  season 
open  on  the  Dams  on  Feb.  1— particularly  on  Wood- 
burn  Dams.  The  streams  in  that  locality  open  on 
that  date.  Salmon  have  been  noticed  in  the  Sixmile 
and  Glenovy  ;  also  numbers  of  Lough  Neagh  trout. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone). — The  rise  in 
the  Blackwater  came  in  good  time  as  great  numbers  of 
salmon  are  lying  below  Benburb  Weir,  and  they  will 
now  get  up  stream.  The  other  day  over  fifty  fish  were 
seen  attempting  to  cross  it.  There  is  much  poaching 
amongst  trout  streams  as  they  are  practically  un- 
protected, except  the  Oonah,  which  is  preserved  by  Mr. 
James  Bruce,  D.  L.,  Belfast.— J.  A.  B. 

Lee  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  have  been  going 
up  the  Lee  for  some  time.  At  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Conservators  last  week,  Mr.  E.  Pike,  J. P.,  presiding, 
Inspector  Brennan  reported  that  the  river  was  never 
in  a  better  state  of  preservation  than  at  present,  and 
that  it  only  required  that  that  condition  of  things 
should  be  maintained  to  have  splendid  fishing  when 
the  season  commenced.  The  meeting  carefully  con- 
sidered the  best  means  of  checking  poaching  on  the 
upper  and  tidal  waters. — March  Brown. 

Moneycaragh  (co.  Down).— For  the  past  fort- 
night the  Moneycaragh  seems  to  have  been  abandoned 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  poachers.  In  broad  day- 
light salmon  up  to  201b.  are  taken  by  snaring  and 
other  devices— one  artist  having  boasted  of  taking 
seven  in  one  afternoon. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  high  in  flood,  with  plenty  of  salmon 
running  up  the  main  stream  and  tributaries.  Spawn- 
ing operations  will  shortly  be  commenced  in  the 
hatchery  of  the  Fugle  and  Bann  Company.  Unfor- 
tunately some  of  tributaries  above  Omagh  are  sadly 
poached.  Some  of  these  gentry  were  lately  caught 
and  fined  smartly  for  operating  on  the  Cloghfin 
stream. 

Mtoy,  Loug'hs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Most  of  the  past  week  no  boats  could  live 
on  the  loughs  owing  to  the  strong  wind.  On  Nov.  6 
Mr.  Walsh  had  two  jack,  131b.  and  211b. ;  on  Nov.  9 
three  jack,  91b.,  181b.,  and  20Jlb.  Mr.  Walsh  also 
had  twenty-seven  snipe,  fifteen  golden  plover,  eleven 
ducks,  and  mixture  of  other  birds.  The  above  jack 
were  taken  on  Blue  Phantom. — Pat  Hbarnes. 

Rosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  white 
trout  fishing  ended  up  well  on  the  lakes  of  the  Rosses, 
and  quite  a  number  of  salmon  was  killed  on  the  closing 
days  on  the  Crolly  and  Loughanure.  The  heaviest 
salmon  killed  during  the  season  was  a  12-pounder,  and 
the  heaviest  sea-trout  scaled  51b.  A  fine  lot  of  fish 
are  in  the  hatchery  trap  for  spawning. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Iiough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Floods 
and  storms  continue  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  but  we 
need  not  care  so  much  now,  as  the  angling  for  salmon 
and  trout  is  over  till  the  coming  spring.  The  pike, 
roach,  and  rudd  fishing  on  Loch  Derg  is,  however,  all 
there  for  those  who  love  that  particular  kind  of  sport ; 
rough  shooting  also,  and  I  can  tell  sportsmen  a  thing 
or  two  concerning  some  good  woodcock,  snipe,  wild- 
fowl, and  rabbit  shooting  from  now  until  April  1. — S. 
J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Since  the 
dapping  season  ended,  about  the  middle  of  June  last, 
very  little  fishing  has  been  carried  on  upon  these  lakes. 
Anglers  seem  to  think  once  May  Fly  time  is  over  that 
it  is  not  worth  while  going  out  again,  but  I  have  seen 
and  have  had  splendid  sport  in  the  month  of  August 
especially,  both  with  natural  and  artificial  flies. 
However,  in  recent  years,  when  I  take  up  the  gun,  I 
cannot  return  to  the  rod  again,  although  in  the  centre 
of  the  finest  of  lakes  and  rivers.  Complete  arrange- 
ments have  now  been  made  for  the  protection  of  the 
spawning  fish  during  the  close  time,  both,  salmon  and 
trout ;  many  of  the  subscribers  have  increased  their 
contributions  this  year  by  one-half  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  executive.  This  was  done  on  the 
initiative  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Larke,  of  Miller-streat,  Glasgow, 
who  is  a  Westmeath  man,  and  takes  a  lively  interest 
in  everything  for  the  benefit  of  his  native  county.  I 
sincerely  hope  I  shall  have  good  sport  to  record  in  the 
ensuing  year. — T,  J.  W. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Nov.  22  :— 


Sat. 


Scarborough  


,.m. 
(p.m. 

Yarmouth  f*™- 

(p.m. 

Lowestoft  f*™- 

Ip.ni. 

Aldeburgh....  

Harwich  f*™- 

(p.m. 

Bumham-on-  fa.m. 

Crouch  (p.m. 

Southend,  Sheer-ra.m. 

ness  and  Leigh... (p.m. 
Margate,  B'dstairs.fa.m. 

and  Rarasgate  ...(p.m 

Deal  and  Dover  ...f*-™' 
(p.m. 

Hastings  [^•™- 

Eastbourne     and  fa.m 
Brighton 


Newhaven .... 

Shoreham 
Southwick.. 

Portsmouth 
Hayling  Island 

Plymouth ". 


 (p.m. 

ra.m. 

 Ip.m. 

andra.m. 

 (p.m. 

andra.m. 
Ip.m. 
/a.m. 
(p.m. 


6  43 
7.  4 
11.40 
11.58 
0.  4 
0.22 
0.52 
1.10 
2.21 
2.38 
2.32 
2.49 
3.  6 
3.25 
2.  9 
2.28 
1.31 
1.50 
1.15 
1.34 
1.41 
2.  0 
1.31 
1.49 
1.59 
2.19 
2.  0 
2.18 
8.22 
8.39 


Sun. 


7.26 
7.49 

0.18 

0.  40 

1.  0 
1.28 
1.48 
2.56 
3.15 

3.  7 
3.26 
3.45 

4.  5 
2.48 
3.  8 
2.10 
2.32 
1.53 
2.16 
2.20 
2.42 
%  8 
2.30 
2.38 
3.  0 
2.38 
2.59 
8.57 
9.18 


Mon. 


8.13 
8.40 

0.  40 

1.  6 
1.22 
1.48 
2.10 
2.35 
3.37 
4.  0 
3.48 
4.11 
4  27 
4.51 
3.30 
3.54 
2.54 
3.18 
2.38 
3.  2 
3.  4 
3.28 
2.52 
3.17 
3.22 
3.45 
3.22 
3.46 
9.40 

10.  5 


Tues 


9.10 
9.42 
1.35 

2.  8 
2.17 
2.50 

3.  5 
3.38 
4.25 
4.52 
4.36 
5.  3 
5.17 
5.47 
4.20 
4.50 
3.44 
4.12 
3.28 
3.55 
3.54 
4.22 
3.45 
4.17 
4.12 
4.40 
4.12 
4.41 

10.32 
11.  3 


Wed. 


10.16 
10.50 
2  43 
3.18 
3.25 
4.  0 
4.13 
4.48 
5.23 
5.58 
5.34 
6.  9 
6.20 
6.55 
5.23 
5.58 
4.41 
5.11 
4.25 
4.55 
4.51 
5.21 
4.51 
5.28 
5.  9 
5.39 
5.13 
5.47 
11.36 


Th. 


11.28 

3.. 52 
4.25 
4.34 

5.  7 
5.22 
5.55 
6.35 
7.14 
6.46 
8.25 
7.33 
8.11 
6.30 
7.14 
5.43 
6.16 
5.27 

6.  0 
5.53 
6.26 
6.  7 
6.46 
6.11 
6.44 
6.23 
6.58 
1.13 
0.51 


Fri, 
0. 

0.31 
4., 56 
5.26 
5. 
0. 

6.26 
6.55 
7.49 
8.21 
7.50 
8.32 
8.47 
9.20 
7.50 
8.23 
6.49 
7.23 
6.33 

7.  2 
6.59 
7.33 
7.24 

8.  0 
7.17 
7.51 
7.32 
8.  6 
1.27 
2.  1 


Ballinskellig's. — Pine  sport  has  been  the  rule  here. 
On  Tuesday,  Nov.  5,  four  boats  out  had  respectively 
289,  187,  156,  and  139  fish,  principally  whiting.  There 
were  four  anglers  in  each  boat. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — During  the  period  since  last  report 
sport  has  been  of  a  very  good  description  generally 
speaking. — T.  J.  D. 

Brig'hton. — Any  amount  of  silver  whiting  have 
been  caught  during  the  past  week.  On  Friday  last 
(Nov.  8)  between  thirty  and  forty  boats  were  off,  about 
a  mile  from  Kemp  Town  shore.  Nov.  9. — A  cold,  dull 
day,  about  fourteen  boats  ofi,  in  the  forenoon,  and 
about  a  dozen  boats  over  "Rocktoe"  in  the  after- 
noon. Nov.  10. — A  number  of  boats  were  ofi  in  the 
forenoon,  but  the  sea  becoming  too  choppy,  they 
had,  whilst  in  the  full  swing  of  captures,  to  run 
for  the  shore.  Mr.  Fred.  Collins,  however,  in  'one 
of  his  smaller  Skylark  yachts,  with  his  son  and  two 
friends,  anchored  about  a  mile  ofi  Sussex-square, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  plunging  of  his  boat,  had 
rare  good  sport,  frequently  pulling  up  two  whiting  at 
a  time,  leaving  off  about  sundown.  I  was  greatly 
amused  by  watching  three  anglers  in  the  forenoon 
through  my  telescope — two  quietly  seated  and  hauling 
up  whiting  after  whiting,  and  one  standing  up  and  so 
excited  that  when  he  ha(i  a  bite  he  struck  so  savagely 
that  methought  if  a  fish  had  a  body  like  a  wasp  he 
would  have  left  the  after  part  behind.  Nov.  11. — Sea 
too  rough  for  small  boats  to  venture  out.  Nov.  12. — 
A  gale  from  the  west  and  one  of  the  roughest  seas  we 
have  had  for  a  long  time  past. — H. 

Burnham-on-Crouch.  —  Nov.  10  brought  down 
about  twenty  anglers,  but  as  the  tides  were  bad  did  not 
get  much  sport  until  three  in  the  afternoon,  as  they 
could  not  keep  bottom  and  water  thick  until  that 
time.  Mr.  Pells  and  friend  caught  in  the  time  100 
whiting,  Mr.  Head  and  five  friends  had  a  nice  lot 
in  the  two  hours,  and  all  that  were  down  had  a  bit  of 
sport.  One  boat  put  oS  in  the  morning  early  and  got 
100  whiting  on  the  slack  tide  ;  this  week-end  tide  will 
be  good  all  next  week.  Anglers  should  get  down 
Saturday  night,  solas  to  get  out  early  Sunday  morning. 
Some  of  the  B.S.A.S.  are  due  here  on  Friday  evening, 
looking  forward  for  good  sport.  There  is  plenty  of  fish 
here,  yet  a  fresh  herring  is  the  best  bait  for  whiting. — 
William  Yaedley  (B.S.A.S.). 

Croucli  (Burnham-on-Crouch). — We  had  about 
thirty  anglers  down  on  Nov.  10,  and  considering  the 
short  time  that  was  fishable  each  had  very  fair  sport, 
Cooper's  party  comprising  Messrs.  Stringer,  sen., 
twenty  fish,  P.  W.  and  E.  W.  Stringer,  thirty-six 
each.  Finch,  twenty-two,  and  Master  P.  Cooper  and 
myself,  forty-five.  I  saw  one  angler  come  ashore  with 
a  very  fine  bag  of  fish  ;  I  weighed  the  largest  whiting, 
which  scaled  just  IJlb.  Nov.  17  promises  to  be  a 
record  day  here  as  regards  the  number  of  visiting 
anglers.  One  of  Cooper's  parties,  the  "  Central  Club," 
will  number  about  thirty  members ;  weather  per- 
mitting, sport  should  be  good. — J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry); — Pine  sport  has  been  had 
at  whiting,  but  since  Monday  last  no  angling  was 
possible  owing  to  wild  and  wet  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Nov.  7— Wind  N.W.,  light;  thick  fog;  only 
a  few  boats  out  fishing  close  to  shore,  and  returning 
with  fairly  good  takes  of  whiting  and  codling.  Nov.  8 
— Wind  N.W.,  light  and  fine;  good  takes  of  fish  all 
round;  Mr.  Cawley  secured  120  whiting  and  20  mixtures, 
Mr.  Hills  and  friend  153  whiting  and  dabs.  Nov.  9 — 
(At  Lord  Mayor's  Show) — the  Gresham  Competition 
same  date,    On  my  arrival  home  I  understand  the 


takes  were  not  very  heavy  in  weight  for  sizeable  fish 
for  competitors:  Messrs.  Bowley  and  Cawley  130 
whiting,  pouting,  and  dabs.  Nov.  10— Wind  westerly, 
gentle  breeze ;  a  large  contingent  of  boats  out ;  Mr. 
Hay  and  friend  192  whiting,  codling,  pouting,  and  dabs. 
Mrs.  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Gould,  seventy  good  whiting 
and  six  dabs;  Messrs.  Taylor,  Griffith,  Gould,  and 
Bennett,  86  mixtures ;  Mr.  Pisk  and  Carter,  fishing 
two  days,  landed  281  whiting,  codling,  and  dabs,  and 
five  conger  ;  Mr.  Gordon  and  Cawley  landed  with  150 
whiting  and  ten  dabs.  Nov.  5,  6,  7,  and  8.— Messrs 
G.  W.  Gabb,  B.  Cooper,  S.  E.  Yates,  and  Craydon 
landed  in  the  four  days  1,273  fish.  Nov.  11— Wind 
westerly ;  moderate  and  fair  takes  landed  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bennett ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gould,  90  fine  whiting 
and  one  good  codling  caught  by  Mr.  Bennett.  This 
morning  early  a  few  hundred  sprats  were  hauled 
ashore  by  draw  nets.  Messrs.  S.  J.  and  E.  Prior 
ten  score  of  good  whiting.  Nov.  12— Gale  S.W., 
no  boats  out.  Nov.  13— Fresh  breeze,  S.W.,  with 
ground  swell,  which  made  the  water  thick  and  stirred 
the  sprats  up,  of  which  a  few  good  takes  have  been 
landed,  also  a  few  herrings.  When  weather  and  water 
get  fairly  settled  I  anticipate  good  sport. — Edwd 
Hangee  (Agent  B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Pier  anglers  have  suffered 
another  week's  disappointment,  scarcely  any  results 
having  been  obtained  by  daylight,  and  the  night- 
fishing  also,  with  few  exceptions,  proving  very  devoid 
of  sport.  Four  skilled  pollack  fishermen  have  daily 
tried  for  some  considerable  time,  but  only  four  fish 
have  come  to  hand.  On  Nov.  10  a  few  visitors 
and  locals  took  a  few  whiting  and  codling  upon 
the  'flood  tide,  and,  after  dark,  three  rods  ac- 
counted for  twenty-one  codling,  while  several  others 
did  nothing  whatever.  The  bright  weather  on 
Monday  (Nov.  11),  brought  out  a  fair  sprinkling 
of  rodsters  of  both  sexes,  including  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maitland,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrand,  Master  and  Miss 
Steele-Perkins,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Memess,  Mr.  Wilch, 
Mr.  Beasly,  Mr.  Curtiss,  Mr.  Holt,  Mr.  J.  Allen,  Mr. 
A.  Self,  Mr.  Read  and  Mr.  Healy.  Sport,  however, 
ruled  dreadfully  slow  all  day,  though  Mr.  Beasly  and 
Mr.  Allen  each  bagged  a  few  nice  codling.  Mr. 
Mansfield  and  Mr.  Thomas  met  with  no  success  at 
pollack  fishing  though  provided  with  the  best  of  bait 
and  favoured  with  splendid  water.  Despite  the 
south-west  gale  which  raged  on  Nov.  12  some  nine 
anglers,  including  Rev.  R.  Culley,  fished  for  some 
hours  through  wind  and  rain,  but  results  were 
poor  indeed,  though  Mr.  Beasly  landed  thirteen  cod- 
ling and  a  whiting  of  lib.  High  hopes  were  centred 
on  Wednesday,  everyone  expecting  great  things  after 
the  breeze,  but,  with  two  or  three  notable  exceptions, 
the  catches  were  very  small  indeed  until  the  ebb  tide, 
when  codling  were  taken  in  fair  numbers,  though  the 
general  run  of  them  were  smaller  than  usual. — 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.) 

Dingle. — Up  to  Monday  last  grand  sport  was  had 
at  whiting,  and  generally  good  sport  at  pollack, 
gurnard,  etc.  Since  then  no  anglers  have  been  out,  as 
the  weather  has  assumed  a  very  wintry  appearance, 
and  high  winds  with  much  rain  have  put  a  stop  to 
fishing.— T.  J.  D. 

Bastbourne. — I  have  still  to  report  some  good 
takes  of  bass  and  pollack  since  last  week.  Nov.  8  I 
had  with  a  friend  fourteen  bass  and  three  pollack 
weighing  301b.  in  all.  Best  fish  were  41b.,  41b.,  31b., 
31b.,  311b.,  21b.,  etc.  Nov.  9,  five  bass  weighing  81b. 
Beachy  Head.    Best  fish  21b.  2oz.,  21b.,  and  lib. 


at 

14oz.  Nov.  9,  Allen  Sayers  and  Patron  had  also  a 
good  take,  twenty-five  bass,  but  mostly  small.  Nov.  11, 
from  pier  I  had  a  pollack  of  31b.  5oz.  and  a  bass  of  lib. 
6oz.  with  spinning  bait.  On  Nov.  8  at  Beachy  Head, 
Mr.  Noakes  landed  a  conger  about  81b.,  and  we  hooked 
two  or  three  very  large  fish  which  broke  us.  I  had  a 
fish  estimated  at  20  to  301b.  which  broke  the  line  at  a 
knot.  From  pier  some  fair  dabs,  etc.,  are  being  caught, 
and  Mr.  Hellebore  has  had  from  the  pier  four  fish  on 
fcur  hooks  at  same  time. — J.  H.  S. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  with  pollack  during  the  past  week.  Small  bass 
and  codling  are  being  taken  in  the  harbour. — H. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).  —  Pier  anglers  have  been 
catching  whiting  and  pollack  from  the  Newlyn  pier 
heads  during  the  past  week,  and  grey  mullet  have 
been  seen  in  the  harbour. — H. 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  not  been  so  good  during 
this  last  week,  and  we  have  had  some  showers.  Pollack 
ave  not  been  at  all  plentiful,  and  those  that  have 
bee  a  caught  are  not  very  large.  There  have  been 
some  good  catches  of  grey  mullet,  but  they  are  all 
small,  aboat  seven  or  eight  inches  long.  The  rod 
fisheimm  have  been  having  fine  sport  below  Lavia 
Bridge;  while  the  majority  of  the  fish  are  under  2Ib., 
several  have  been  taken  over  31b.  and  41b.  The  best 
time  of  the  day  seems  to  be  at  dusk.  Flat-fish  are 
very  plentiful,  and  are  caught  on  ground  ledger  lines ; 
there  are  plenty  of  smelt  to  be  caught  from  the 
various  piers.  The  regular  fishermen,  drift  boats,  and 
trawlers  have  not  been  doing  much  on  account  of  the 
fogs,  butflthe  majority  of  them  went  to  season  Tuesday. 
— William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Portinagee. — Good  sport  has  been  had  during  the 


past  week  at  hake,  ling,  pollack,  and  whiting. — 
T.  J.  D.  >       e.  t 

Ramsgate. — Boat  fishing  has  been  very  good  this 
week  up  to  and  including  Nov.  11.  A  visitor  piloted 
by  Millor  on  Nov.  9  landed  ninety  odd  codling,  three 
score  of  whiting, 'and  a  score  and  over  of  large  dabs  ; 
this  is  the  best  catch  of  ocdling  up  to  now.  From  the 
piers  and  Marina  mixed  catches  of  whiting  and  codling 
have  been  had,  but  fish  rather  small.  On  Nov.  12, 
a  heavy  gale  from  the  southward,  and  no  fishing  to-day 
(Wednesday).    Wind  S.W.,  cold.— Grey  Mullett. 

Scarborough. —  Billet  are  being  taken  in  the 
harbour  off  the  piers  ;  also  codling,  &c.,  from  the 
outer  pier.  Codling  may  be  taken  over  the  "  Scars," 
and  by  fishing  from  the  rocks  north  and  south.  Mus- 
sel is  the  best  bait,  and  a  strand  of  tow  wound  round 
keeps  the  bait  on. — H. 

Valentia. — Sport  has  been  very  good  at  gurnard, 
whiting,  bream,  etc.,  since  last  report.  In  fact  the 
best  sport  of  the  season  at  whiting  was  obtained  last 
week.— T.  -J.  D. 

"Walmer. — Owing  to  dense  fogs  and  heavy  gale, 
fishing  has  been  very  slack  this  week.  No  small  boats 
out  yesterday  (Nov.  12)  in  consequence  of  rough  sea. 
Several  boats  out  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  fair  catch 
of  whiting  reported.  Good  haul  of  sprats  obtained 
to-day  (Nov.  13).  Water  thick  and  glass  low. — 
Edward  Burke,  Lord  Nelson,  Walmer. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  during  the  week 
has  been  very  stormy,  gales  have  been  blowing  from 
south  and  west,  with  very  heavy  seas.  To-day,  Wed- 
nesday (Nov.  13),  it  has  somewhat  moderated,  and  the 
sky  has  considerably  cleared  of  the  heavy  clouds, 
Temperature  normal. — Sea  Bheau. 


IRepotts  from  Clubs* 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morrmig. 


Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C. — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  at  eight  p.m.  sharp  on  Monday 
next,  November  18.  Mr.  Philip  Gceu  will  occupy  the 
chair. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Izaak  Walton 
Angling  Society,  George  the  Fourth,  Brunswick-street, 
Hackuey-road,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  20,  when  I  hope 
anglers  and  friends  will  respond  to  the  call  and  make 
this  meeting  another  success. — G.  Manning. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate, 
opposite  Tube  station. — The  third  match  took  place 
on  Nov.  10  at  Richmond-on-Thames,  and  Jlessrs. 
Chapman,  sen.,  George  Blades,  Hobbs,  Osborne,  and 
H.  Slack  took  the  prizes  ;  Ben,  Harris,  Green,  Eedlo 
Murtagh,  &c.,  also  had  fish.  After  the  match  we 
spent  a  pleasant  hour  at  the  White  Cross  Hotel.  Mr. 
Blades  was  top  weight  in  the  sweepstake. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. — On  Nov.  10  the 
members  fished  a  match  at  Windsor  for  four  prizes, 
but  sport  was  very  bad.  The  winners  were — 1st, 
H.  Brandon;  2nd  and  3rd,  W.  Hall  and  J.  Butlin, 
tie.  The  remaining  prize  stands  over.  Messrs. 
Frost  and  C.  Hawes  weighed  in  jack,  but  not  in  the 
competition. — J.  Chambers. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — At  our  weekly  meeting 
on  Wednesday  (Nov.  6)  the  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  Hamilton,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  that  in 
future  Wednesday's  meetings  should  commence  at 
8.30  p.m.  At  our  monthly  outing  on  Nov.  10  only  one 
member  was  successful  (Mr.  Connor,  with  perch  and 
gudgeon). — C.  T.  A. 

Battehsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Nov.  10  the 
following  members  weighed  in,  Mr.  J.  Hudson,  jack, 
71b.  146z. ;  Mr.  A.  Pemberton,  jack,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Addison,  41b.  6oz.  of  bream.  Mr.  W.  Hart  and  Mr.  E. 
S.  Huttlestone,  nominated  as  working  members,  will 
fish  a  match  at  Richmond  on  Nov.  24  for  four  prizes 
in  connection  with  Mr.  Abraham's  competition  ;  same 
conditions. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — Our  match  on  Nov.  10  was  well 
attended,  and  most  of  us  had  fish.  Mr.  C.  H.  Crane 
was  first,  with  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  F.  Hudson 
second,  with  roach.  The  following  members  also  had 
fish  in  the  match,  but  not  sufficient  weight  to  merit 
their  taking  the  remaining  prizes  :  Messrs.  E.  Parsons, 
sen.,  and  Hooper,  roach;  Huggins,  dace;  W.  Payne, 
perch  ;  Goose,  gudgeon.  Be  up  early  on  Thursday 
(Nov.  21),  as  we  have  important  business  to  get 
through. — W.  Payne. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — "  Spider  "  and  Jlr.  G. 
Hayes  weighed  in  roach  and  dace  on  Nov.  10.  There 
are  two  lapsed  prizes  to  go  for  on  Nov.  17.  Go  where 
you  like,  optional  to  leave  London  Saturday  night,  but 
not  to  start  fishing  till  the  morning.    Wo  fish  our 


338 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


November  16,  1901 


November  17. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Eoydon. 
Camden  :  Outing  to  Burnt  Mill. 
Canning  Town  :  Cup  competition. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Eoving  match. 
Colebrook  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 
Dalston :  Xmas  outing. 
■  Freemasons  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
Friendship  :  Match  at  Eye  House. 
Good  Intent :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Junior  Piscatorials :  Competition. 
Nag's  Head  :  Cup  competition. 
Original  Alexandra :  Outing. 

Ormonde :  Monthly  competition  at  Hampton  Court. 

Stepney  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Warwick  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

Wellington  :  Annual  supper  at  Datchet. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing, 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
November  18. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Park  :  Annual  supper. 
November  19. 

Epsom :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old 
Izaak  "). 

Gresham :  Microscopical  evening.    Mr.  Bentley  will 
arrange. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
November  20. 

B.S.A.S. :  Exhibition  of  fishing  tackle. 

Izaak  Walton  ;  Visit. 

Stockwell :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  Wade. 

Walham  Green:  T.A. P. S.. concert. 
November  21. 

Harcourt :  Concert  and  visit. 

Nag's  Head  :  Benefit  concert. 
November  23. 

B.S.A.S. :  Competition  at  Deal.   (Also  24th  &  25th.) 

Lychnobite  :  Annual  general  meeting. 

Highbridge  :  Annual  dinner. 

Nov.  24. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Eichmond. 

„  24. — Ben  Abrahams'  Competition  at  Eichmond. 

.  „  24. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

„  24. — Crown  &  Buckland  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  24. — Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 

„  24. — Globe  :  Xmas  outing. 

„  24. — Hoston  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 

„  24. — Junior  Piscatorials :  Supper  match. 

„  24. — Limehouse:  Outing.  ' 

„  24. — North  London  :  Match  at  Ware 

„  24. — Silver  Trout :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

,,  25. — Blackfriars  :  Visit. 

„  25. — Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

,,  25. — Piscatorial  Society  :  Supper  and  concert. 

„  27. — Brompton  :  Preservation  concert. 

„  27. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Supper. 

,,  27. — Eagle  :  Concert  and  supper. 

„  27.— B.S.A.S. :  Lecture  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward. 

Dec.  1. — Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Windsor, 

,,  1. — Clissold  :  Xmas  outing. 

,,  1. — Stratford  :  Xmas  outing. 

„  4. — Ilford  and  District :  Competition. 

,,  7. — Ilford  and  District :  Competition. 

,,  7. — Lychnobite  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     8. — Harcourt :  Outing. 

„  11.— B.S.A.S. :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  Hussey. 


November  series  on  Nov.  24,  place  and  conditions  to 
be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  Nov.  20.  I  forgot  to 
mention  one  talented  artist  that  appeared  at  our  visit, 
Miss  Rosie  Lennard. — C.  G.  Piggott. 

Bebmondsey  Constitutional  Piscatorial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. — Since  our  last 
report  the  following  members  have  weighed  in : — On 
Nov.  3,  Mr.  J.  Martin,  roach.  Nov.  7,  Messrs.  T.  Cox, 
jack  and  rudd ;  A.  Gardiner,  rudd  ;  J.  Martin,  rudd  ; 
and  G.  Perrin,  rudd.  Nov.  9,  Messrs.  T.  Warner  and 
W.  H.  Bristow  had  four  nice  jack.  Nov.  10,  Mr.  J. 
Martin,  jack  and  roach. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Bloomsbuey  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — The  quarterly 
peg-down  match  took  place  on  Nov.  10  at  Eoydon, 
which  resulted  in  the  first  prize  only  being  taken  by 
Mr.  G.  V.  Stimpson  with  perch.  We  therefore  fish 
for  the  remaining  two  prizes  on  Nov.  17,  usual  con- 
ditions. On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  J.  Drew  weighed  in  perch. — 
T.  Pateenosteb. 

Beompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Nov.  10  the  members 
6f  the  above  society  held  their  first  inter-club  com- 
petition of  the  season  with  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society  for  a  supper  at  Bourne  End.  There  were 
eleven  a  side,  and  the  latter  club  proved  easy  victors 
with  201b.  2oz.  to  51b.  15Joz.  by  the  Brompton.  For 
the  winners  Messrs.  French,  Thomas  and  Loch  con- 
tributed in  no  small  measure,  the  two  former  having 
a  nice  jack  each.  For  the  losers  Messrs.  A.  Brown, 
F.  Briggs  and  Farrier  were  the  most  successful.  After 


the  weighing  in  was  disposed  of  the  company  sat  down 
to  a  substantial  spread,  admirably  catered  for  by  Mr. 
Proctor  at  the  Eed  Lion  Hotel.  The  health  of  the 
losers  was  given  by  Mr.  Harwood  and  responded  to 
by  Mr.  Barber.  Several  good-humoured  remarks 
wore  made,  which  ended  a  very  enjoyable  outing.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  a  printer's  error  in  last  week's 
list  of  fixtures  which  gave  our  Preservation  Concert  as 
Nov.  17,  instead  of  the  27th.  The  balance  sheet  was 
audited,  and  shows  the  society  to  be  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing condition. — H.  Moore. 

Cambridge  Heath  Beothees  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — Deo.  1  is  the  date  for  Christmas 
outing.  St.  Margaret's  is  the  station  chosen,  the  boun- 
dary to  be  from  St.  Margaret's  bridge  to  Eye  House 
bridge.  A  few  more  members  added  their  names  to  the 
prize  list.  On  Nov.  10,  Messrs.  J.  Baines,  G.  Webb, 
L.  Stephenson  weighed  in  roach  ;  T.  Gates,  roach  and 
perch.  S.  Hadkiss,  roach  and  bream  ;  E.  Argent,  41b. 
4foz.  of  perch ;  R.  Anderson,  G.  Almeroth,  and  B. 
Sawyer,  jun.,  also  had  perch. — E.  H.  Aegent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town.— On  Nov.  10  Mr.  A.  Taylor 
showed  roach  weighing  101b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Whipps,  jack, 
31b.  loz. ;  and  Mr.  S.  Dykes,  dace,  31b.  G;Voz. ;  Messrs. 
F.  Dykes,  H.  Taylor,  Gill,  Whittick,  and  Marshall 
also  having  fish.  Members  are  reminded  that  we 
start  from  Liverpool-street  by  the  8.5  train  on  Nov.  17. 
There  are  enough  prizes  for  all  who  compete. — 

E.  Marshall. 

Canning  To%vn  Angling  Society,  Lord  Napier, 
Victoria  Dock-road,  E. — Our  annual  cup  competition 
will  be  held  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Nov.  17.  In 
addition  to  the  cup  I  have  to  announce  four  prizes. 
All  members  must  go  down  by  the  first  train,  7.35  a.m. 
from  Stratford.  Dinner  as  usual  at  the  Sportsman. 
I  hope  all  members  will  do  their  best  to  show  up. 
Our  president,  Mr.  Ward,  has  promised  to  come  down 
with  us. — J.  Sands. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  the  Blackfriars  Anglers,  held  at  the 
Imperial,  Southwark-street,  near  Blacbfriars-road. 
On  Monday,  Nov.  25,  the  secretary,  Mr.  Wheelhouse 
and  his  members  visit  other  clubs,  both  far  and 
near,  and  offer  a  very  cordial  invitation  to  brother 
anglers. — W. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Mr.  Crass weller 
was  successful  in  taking  the  first  prize  on  Nov.  10. 
There  are  two  prizes  to  fish  for  on  Nov.  17,  open, 
roving,  all  fish  to  weigh.  The  Committee  are  organising 
a  supper,  to  take  place  at  an  early  date.  I  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  from  any  member  who  will  attend.— 
C.Mc.L. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Mr.  J. 
Thorne  saved  this  society  on  Nov.  10  from  having  a 
blank,  with  roach  and  chub.  On  Deo.  1  we, fish  our 
next  match  at  Windsor,  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Black 
Fence  ;  back  waters  barred ;  tow  path  only.  Train 
from  Clapham  Junction  8.32 ;  return  from  Windsor 
5.50.  Wo  have  made  another  new  member,  Mr. 
John  Robinson. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Olerkenwell  and  District  LTnited  Visiting 
List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Islington  Brothers,  held  at  the  Myddelton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road,  on  Nov.  19.  As  this  is  their  first 
visit  on  the  list  since  rejoining  they  ought  to  have 
a  good  meeting.  Great  Northern  Brothers  please  note 
we  have  a  vacancy  on  our  list  to  fill  up  ;  any  London 
club  north  of  the  Thames  in  invited  to  join.  Post- 
card to  me  at  19,  Sutherland-square,  S.E.,will  receive 
immediate  attention. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Nov.  10  several 
members  were  out,  but  only  three  weighed  in  fish,  viz., 
Messrs.  Bampton,  roach  and  jack ;  Farmer,  roach ; 
Archer,  roach.  I  wish  to  remind  members  of  our 
Christmas  prize  outing  on  Dec.  1,  to  take  place  at 
Broxborne ;  boundary,  Carthagena  Weir  to  the  Pish  and 
Eels,  one  rod  only,  and  to  show  fish  not  later  than  4.15 
at  Carthagena  Weir.  We  have  nine  prizes  up  to  date, 
but  there  are  several  more  promised,  so  that  I  hope 
members  will  turn  up  in  good  force  next  Tuesday  to 
hear  the  list  read  out. — E.  S.  Hunt. 

Colebrook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N. — At  our  last  meeting 
one  guinea  was  subscribed  for  the  Thames  Fishing 
Defence  Fund  when  required.  Several  of  our 
members  have  been  out,  but  nothing  of  importance 
has  been  weighed  in  from  fresh  waters.  Messrs.  A. 
Clayton  and  T.  Johnson  had  a  good  take  of  whiting 
from  Burnham  on  Nov.  10.  Members  please  note,  we 
meet  at  Liverpool  Street  at  7.10  on  Nov.  17  for  the  jack 
outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W.  —  The  first  annual 
dinner  of  the  above  on  Nov.  7  was  a  huge  success, 
thanks  to  the  energy  and  able  manner  in  which  Mr. 

F.  Ross,  our  hon.  treasurer,  provided  the  good  things 
of  the  evening.  It  was  carried  out  entirely  by  mem- 
bers of  the  club,  caterer,  stewards,  waiters,  etc.  The 
dinner  was  presented  to  the  members  Jby  our  worthy 


host  and  president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Dean,  after  which  a 
most  enjoyable  programme  was  carried  out  by  Messrs. 
F.  Steptoe,W.  Stretch,  ArnieHall,  Tucker,  Fairclough, 
J.  Taylor,  Coales,  Chilman,  Levett,  C.White,  J.  White, 
J.  T.White,  Allen,  Eves,  Dickens,  Simpkius,  Appleton, 
and  W.  Gillett.  A  prize  was  also  presented  to  Mr.  A. 
Allen  for  the  largest  roach  in  October,  after  which  the 
old  favourite  was  sung — "  AuldLang  Syne."  Chairman, 
Mr.  J.  T.  White ;  piano,  Mr.  F.  Rouey. 

OovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — The  successful  competitors  in  our 
match  last  week  at  Windsor  were  :  Mr.  Cutbush  first, 
with  dace  and  gudgeon ;  James  Massey  second,  with 
perch  and  gudgeon ;  Mr.  John  Massey  takes  Mr. 
Stanisland's  special  roach  prize.  The  two  prizes  not 
taken  will  be  fished  for  at  a  date  to  be  given  later  on. 
— W.  M. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatoeial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Olerkenwell  Green. — Our  next  out- 
ing takes  place  on  Nov.  24,  at  Windsor,  all  to  start 
from  Paddington  on  Sunday  morning.  Our  members 
out  on  Nov.  10  had  roach,  perch,  alid  jack.  Messrs. 
Haines,  101b.  12oz. ;  Sherwood,  21b.  ioz. ;  and  Walter, 
Gib.  2oz. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  10  very  few 
members  out.  Messrs.  T.  Swain  and  A.  Morgan  were 
the  only  ones  to  score,  with  some  nice  roach,  dace, 
perch,  and  chub.  On  Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  a  full 
attendance,  when  the  final  arrangements  were  made 
for  our  outing  on  Nov.  17.  Members  to  travel  by  the 
8  and  9  o'clock  trains  from  Liverpool-street,  alight  at 
Broxbourne.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  some  of  the 
absent  faces. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Eed  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— Fresh-water  fishing  has  been  very  tame  during 
the  last  month,  only  a  few  members  going  out.  Mr. 
Birlow  has  had  several  nice  lots  of  roach  and  dace. 
Messrs.  P.  Perrin,  W.  Martin,  and  G.  Langton  also 
some  fair  takes  of  roach.  Mr.  G.  Langton  a  jack  up  to 
51b.  Sea  fishing  has  given  our  members  much  better 
sport :  Messrs.  Re  id  and  Martin  a  very  good  lot  of 
whiting  and  codling  from  Deal.  Very  fair  sport  has 
been  had  at  Leigh-on-Sea :  Messrs.  JuU,  Langton, 
Suffell,  Elder,  Martin,  Dyer,  J.  JuU,  jun.,  and  Risley, 
some  good  takes  of  flounders,  several  of  them  going 
over  21b.  The  last  supper  and  concert  was  a  great 
success,  upwards  or  sixty  being  present,  and  everyone 
present  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  The  next 
smoker  will  hs  on  the  27th  (Wednesday),  8  o'clock  sharp. 
Tickets  for  supper  and  concert,  2s.  I  can  promise 
members  and  fiiends  a  most  enjoyable  evening,  with  a 
guinea  prize  for  the  best  fishing  story  told  during 
evening.  Tickets  for  the  above  can  be  had  of  Mr. 
Barlow  at  headquarters,  or  of  the  hon.  seo. — J.  G. 
Dyer. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.  —  We  have  had 
some  good  shows  of  fish  by  Mr.  G.  Smith  from  the 
Thames,  also  from  Pulborough  by  Messrs.  Wargent 
and  A.  J.  Bannister.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget 
the  competition  on  Nov.  24. — E.  D. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Mr.  J.  Durell  weighed  in  roach  this  week. 
I  hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  at  Bures  on 
Nov.  24  for  our  pegged-down  match ;  open  to  honorary 
members ;  there  are  four  prizes  to  be  fished  for ;  the 
conditions  are  one  rod,  gross  weight,  and  jack  barred. 
Messrs.  G.  Pollock,  F.  J.  Bowhill,  W.  H.  Wedlake, 
and  A.  Payne  have  been  elected  hon.  members.— B. 
Sarqeant. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Club,  Freemasons'  Tavern, 
Carlton-street,  Kentish  Town. — Since  last  report  our 
members  have  not  had  very  heavy  bags  to  weigh  in, 
owing  to  the  brightness  of  the  water,  which  continues 
to  keep  clear.  Three  members  weighed  in  Nov.  10 — 
F.  Tamar,  jack,  51b.  lloz. ;  E.  Berridge,  dace;  G. 
Metcalfe,  roach  and  dace.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match 
Nov.  17,  at  Burnt  Mill.  We  have  made  five  new 
working  members  in  as  many  weeks  just  past. — 
C.  Trigger. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  the  White  Bear, 
Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  E.G. — On  Nov.  17  we 
fish  for  three  prizes  at  Rye  House  (roving),  all  to  start 
by  first  train.  On  Monday  (Dec.  9)  we  hold  a  smoking 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Central  Re-stocking  Fund,  on 
which  occasion  Mr.  Elsmore,  vice-president  of  the 
Central  Association,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the 
chair,  faced  by  our  old  friend  Mr.  J.  Smith,  and  we 
hope  to  make  it  a  success.  Do  not  forget  the  date. 
Chair  taken  at  8.30.— J.  Levien. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Our  Christmas  prizes  (numbering  thirteen), 
consisting  of  geese,  a  piece  of  beef,  a  ham,  bottles  of 
whiskey,  brandy,  rum,  gin,  box  of  cigars,  etc. ,  will  be 
fished  for  at  Harlow  on  Nov.  24.  Full  particulars  at 
the  clubhouse  Sunday  or  Monday  evening. — W. 
Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaao  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.— On  Nov. 
10,  Mr.  Ellins  had  chub,  and  Mr.  Verity  roach.  On 
Nov.  12,  Mr.  King  weighed  in  jack.  Mr.  J.  Porter  has 
rejoined  us.  Should  like  to  see  members  turn  up  on 
Tuesday  to  arrange  Christmas  outing. — A.  W.  Ellins. 
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Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.B. — Our  Christmas  prize 
outing  to  St.  Margaret's  was  not  a  success.  Eighteen 
members  took  part  in  it,  but  only  the  following  four 
were  successful : — Messrs.  MacNewson  first,  J.  Lloyd 
second,  Haines  third,  and  Hartley  fourth.  The  remain- 
ing fourteen  prizes  will  be  fished  off  on  Nov.  17 — same 
place  and  conditions.  Messrs.  Butcher,  Maybury,  and 
Flint  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  jack  from  other 
waters  :  Mr.  Butcher  111b.  of  roach  and  Mr.  D.  Flint 
181b.  of  jack  (largest  71b.  lOoz.).— P.  A.  G. 

Haecodet  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  had  a  poor  show  on 
Nov.  10,  only  a  few  roach  being  weighed  in.  We  are 
holding  a  concert  and  return  visit  combined  on  Nov.  21, 
when  I  should  be  pleased  to  see  any  angler  that  would 
care  to  come  to  our  Christmas  outiug.  Will  take 
place  about  Dec.  8  ;  we  have  not  decided  where  yet. — 
A.  E.  Payne. 

Hablesden  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — It  has  been  proposed  to  hold 
another  competition,  to  continue  for  over  four  weeks, 
commencing -from  Nov.  17,  but  only  two  days  will  be 
allowed  for  weighing  in ;  in  other  respects  the  con- 
ditions will  be  precisely  the  same  as  at  the  match  last 
month.  There  is  very  little  to  report  amongst  our 
members,  the  number  of  catches  being  but  limited 
and  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary.  I  should  be  glad  if 
as  many  members  as  possible  would  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, as  important  business  is  to  be  discussed,  and  a 
good  attendance  always  makes  affairs  more  easily 
disposed  of. — E.  S.  C. 

Hatcham  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Queen 
Victoria,  Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross. — On  Nov.  10 
the  following  members  weighed  in  for  the  first  instal- 
ment of  the  Christmas  prizes— from  Pulborough — and 
took  prizes.  Mr.  Winter,  first,  with  roach ;  Mr. 
Whaley,  second,  roach;  Mr.  Coombs,  third,  Isream 
and  chub  ;  Mr.  Tickner,  fourth,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Judd, 
fifth,  roach.  The  next  and  following  Sundays  the  mem- 
bers may  fish  roving  in  any  public  water.  Mr.  Williams, 
jun.,  fishing  in  the  match,  took  a  jack  on  a  tight  line 
whilst  angling  for  roach  with  gentles  with  one  of  Gold's 
No.  10  Roach  Hooks.  We  hope  the  members  will 
attend  in  force  on  Nov.  19  and  support  the  South 
London  Angling  Visit,  when  all  angling  friends  are 
cordially  invited.  We  hope  to  be  favoured  with  Mr. 
Wade  and  Mr.  Smith's  presence,  also  the  Slockwell 
Angling  Brothers. — W.  Taeey. 

Heaets  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  on  Nov.  27,  as  a  special  meeting  has  been 
called  for  that  night ;  any  member  not  receiving  a 
notice  kindly  note. — W.  C. 

Hoxton  Beothbbs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  Andrews 
weighed  in  roach,  and  on  Tuesday  Mr.  Rolfe  had  roach. 
We  fish  a  roving  competition  at  Shiplake  on  Nov.  24, 
to  start  by  the  nine  o'clock  train  from  Paddington. 
Commence  fishing  by  signal  from  station,  show  fish  at 
six  o'clock  on  platfarm,  in  clubroom  at  9.30,  and  weigh 
at  ten  o'clock.  A  new  working  member  was  proposed, 
Mr.  T.  Beavis.  Members ,  please  do  not  forget  the 
Izaak  Walton's  return  visit  on  the  No.  1,  on  Nov  20  — 
E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ilfobd  and  Distbict  Piscatoeial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  Ilford. — A  competition  will  be  held  on 
Dec.  4  and  7,  open  to  all  active  members,  full  particu- 
lars of  which  will  be  sent  by  the  secretary.  Members 
are  informed  that  they  can  "invite  a  friend  to  fish  the 
waters  on  payment  of  one  shilling  to  the  water  bailiff. 
The  islands  adjacent  to  the  Langford  Hall  Fishery 
have  now  been  rented  by  the  society,  and  members 
have  the  entire  control  of  the  waters. — F.  0.  Welling. 

Islington  Brotuers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Cauonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed  in 
on  Nov.  10  :  Mr.  Granfield  121b.  ^oz.  of  roach  and 


dace  ;  Mr.  ^Reevo,  81b.  4Joz.  roach,  dace,  and  chub  ; 
E.  Challis,  jack,  31b.  9^1b. ;  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and 
dace ;  Mr.  Herbert,  roach ;  Mr.  Blyth,  dace  and 
gudgeon  ;  Mr.  Wilkes,  roach  and  Bream.  Mr.  C.  Day 
has  kiaidly  consented  to  take  the  chair  on  Tuesday 
next  (Nov.  19)  at  our  return  visit.  I  hope  to  have  a 
good  muster.  Will  secretaries  who  have  not  received 
post-cards  kindly  accept  this  invitation,  also  those 
who  have  not  sent  in  the  money  and  unsold  tickets  of 
Mrs.  Benny's  benefit. — J.  H.  Hj;ebert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
next  return  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District)  will  be  to 
this  society  on  Nov.  20,  on  which  occasion  we  shall 
be  pleased  to  see  as  many  of  our  angling  friends 
that  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Riches  will  occupy  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters 
the  vice-cliair.  The  half-yearly  distribution  of  special 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Nos-.  27.  To 
celebrate  the  event  it  has  been  decided  to  have  a 
supper.  The  next  outing  for  Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  will 
be  on  Nov.  20;  there  are  also  three  "specials"  to 
be  competed  for  on  the  same  day,  any  waters 
(private  waters  barred).  Mr.  J.  Leonard  weighed  in 
331b.  lljoz.  of  jack.  Roach  and  perch  on  Nov.  10. — 
H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatoeial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — On  Nov.  24,  the  members  of 
the  above  society  have  a  match  at  Tilehurst  with  the 
United  Brothers  for  a  supper.  Train  from  Paddington 
9  a.m. — W.  Peeejian. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Nov.  10  the  following  members 
had  fish:— Mr.  Thompson,  91b.  lOoz.  of  jack:  Mr. 
Cordwell,  71b.  3oz.  roach  and  jack ;  Mr.  Cook,  51b.  4oz. 
roach  ;  Messrs.  Evens,  Richards,  W.  Watling,  Symes, 
Hawkins,  and  J.  Evens,  roach  and  dace.  A  special 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  Nov.  20,  to  arrange 
Christmas  outing. — W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  E.G. — Our  annual  general  meeting,  election  of 
officers,  &c.,  takes  place  at  headquarters  on  Nov.  23, 
at  7  p.m.  All  members  are  requested  to  be  present  as 
majority  of  prizes  will  then  be  distributed.  Annual 
dinner  is  fixed  for  Saturday,  Dec.  7,  at  the  Horse  Shoe 
Hotel,  Tottenham-court-road.  Tickets  now  ready. — 
Sid  Ransom. 

Nag's  Head  Angling  Society,  Orford-road,  Wal- 
thamstow. — The  second  outing  in  the  competition  for 
the  handsome  silver  cup  presented  by  our  treasurer  will 
take  place  between  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House  on 
Nov.  17,  when  it  is  hoped  all  members  will  compete. 
A  smoking  concert,  under  the  joint  management  of 
this  society  and  the  Walthamstow  Brothers,  in  aid  of 
the  widow  of  our  late  scalesman,  will  take  place  on 
Thursday  (Nov.  21)  at  the  Nag's  Head,  Orford  Road, 
Walthamstow,  on  which  occasion  we  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  brother  anglers. — W.  G. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road. — On  Nov.  10,  the 
only  members  to  weigh  in  were  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  bream  ; 
Mr.  Boarman,  roach  and  dace.  On  Nov.  24  the  mem- 
bers compete  for  five  prizes  at  Ware,  all  to  meet  at  the 
John  Barleycorn  before  starting  fishing,  and  meet  at 
same  house  and  show  fish  after  leaving  off.  Boundary 
Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — The 
remaining  prize  was  won  by  A.  Knowlsom.  There 
was  a  fine  show  of  jack  by  Messrs.  J.  Nagle,  91b.  9oz. ; 
S.  Dulieu,  Clb.  lljoz. ;  0.  Crutchett,  31b.  lOoz. ;  S. 
Crutchett,  51b.  15oz.  ;  and  W.  Madget,  21b.  3oz.  S. 
Crutchett  had  another  take  of  jack  on  Nov.  13  (Olb.lOoz.). 
The  outing  for  Nov.  17  is,  get  out  at  Shiplake  and 
show  fish  in  the  same  station  at  six  p.m.,  roaming. — 
George. 

Oglandee  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich. — On  Nov.  10  our  punt 
match  at  Twickenham  and  Richmond  was  the  best  we 
have  had  this  season,  when  over  631b.  of  fish  graced 
the  trays.  Result— 1st,  G.  Cartwright,  101b.  Sfoz. ; 
2nd,  W.  E.  Nayler,  101b.  IJoz. ;  3rd,  T.  Edmunds, 
61b.  |oz.  ;  4th,  H.  Gasson,  51d.  ISioz.  The  following 
members  also  weighed  in  ;  H.  Watts,  51b.  9oz. ;  F.  Day, 
41b.  ISfoz.  ;  R.  Sprules,  41b.  9oz.  ;  S.  Thatcher, 
31b.  9ioz.  ;  J.  Coates,  31b.  SJoz. ;  W.  Cartwright, 
21b.  14f  3z. ;  T.  Wood,  21b.  8f  oz. ;  A.  Harling,  S^oz. 
T.  Addison  weighed  in  from  other  waters.  J.  Brain, 
jun.,  piloted  the  1st  and  2nd,  this  punt  yielding  juat 
over  201b.  Mr.  J.  Hill  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Society  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday. — W.S.C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Nov.  10  Mr.  W.  Payne 
weighed  in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  G.  Huggins,  a 
jack.  We  held  our  usual  Tuesday  evening  meeting  on 
Nov.  12,  which  was  not  very  well  attended.  Will 
members  please  turn  up  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  19)  to 
arrange  a  club  outing.  I  shall  be  pleased  if  members 
will  let  mo  have  any  money  they  have  for  programmes. 
— F.  Cook.  ■ 

Phosnix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — On  Nov.  10,  Messrs.  Taylor  and 
Norman  had  a  nice  show.of  roach.  On  the  13th  we  made 
a  new  member,  Mr.  Deniaret,  and  we  fish  for  throe 


prizes  next  month,  date  and  destination  to  be  arranged 

later  on. — R.  0. 

Royal  Gkokge  Angling  Societv,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  Nov.  10,  none  of  our 
members  returned  with  fish,  consequently  we  have  to 
record  the  first  blank  of  the  season.  Members  will 
greatly  oblige  by  making  an  effort  to  attend  next 
meeting  night  as  wc  have  a  few  prizes  left  over  from 
our  last  outing  to  be  dealt  with,  and  also  to  arrange 
matters  for  a  Christmas  outing. — .J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.  —  On  Nov.  10  the  following 
members  weighed  in :— Messrs.  R.  Walker  (roach),  G. 
Toyo  (perch),  Sisshan  (perch).  The  above  members 
weighed  in  for  the  monthly  prize  from  the  Lea. — F. 
Pignatelli. 

Silver  Tkout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Members  please 
note  that  outing  to  Shiplake  takes  place  on  Nov.  24, 
four  prizes,  two  rods  allowed,  and  all  fish  to  weigh,  live 
bait  not  to  bo  carried.  Train  leaves  Paddington  at 
9  o'clock,  and  members  are  to  return  by  the  5.29  train 
from  Shiplake. — 11.  S.mith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  E. — Our  concert  on  Nov.  11  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.S.  was  a  great  success.  The  chair  was  taken 
by  Mr.  James  Sladc,  vice  Mr.  H.  Smith.  During  the 
evening  the  following  rendered  some  good  songs : — 
Messrs.  Batt,  Preston,  Sowcrbutts,  Maybury,  Guiness, 
chairman  Hoxton  Bros.,  Geo.  Huggct,  Tom  Davis, 
Mr.  Charles  Grander,  Tom  Bowling,  J.  Brandon, 
Ben  Powell,  song  and  dance,  and  Miss  Flo  Barnes, 
who  sang  four  songs  in  quite  her  best  style.  I  must 
thank  Mr.  J.  Nagle  for  his  offer  of  a  prize.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  passed  thanking  the  chairman,  Mr.  Trend, 
pianist,  and  visiting  brothers,  thus  concluding  a  very 
pleasant  evening.  We  fished  our  match  on  Nov.  10  at 
Hatfield  Peverel,  Mr.  Johnson  winning  first  prize  with 
roach  9Joz.  We  fish  for  the  remainder,  rove  anywhere, 
on  Nov.  17.  The  next  visit  is  to  the  Izaak  Walton 
Bros,  on  Nov.  20. — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — Result  of 
competition: — Messrs.  W.  Thomas,  1st;  J.  J.  Macey, 
2nd  ;  A.  Jenkins,  3rd ;  H.  Steer,  4th  ;  and  two  prizes 
not  taken,  which  can  be  fished  for  where  you  like  on 
Nov.  17,  all  the  other  conditions  being  strictly  adhered 
to.    Don't  forget  the  lecture  on  Nov.  20. — A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Nov.  10, 
Mr.  G.  Hobbs  weighed  in  roach.  Our  Christmas 
prize  outing  will  take  place  on  Dec.  1,  at  Hatfield 
Peverel,  radius  Black  Bridge  to  Paper  Mill  Bridge ; 
usual  conditions.  Honorary  members  invited. — G.  P. 
Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Our  supper  match  at 
Bourne  End,  on  Nov.  10,  with  the  Brompton  Angling 
Society,  proved  a  great  success,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
day  was  spent  by  all.  The  supper  was  everything  that 
could  be  desired ;  Mr.  Proctor  surpassed  himself  with 
the  good  viands  he  placed  before  us.  The  result  was 
an  easy  victory  for  the  Sundial,  ]\Iessrs.  Thomas 
and  French  weighing  in  pike  and  roach  ;  and  Messrs. 
Holt,  Witten,  Batchelor,  Phelps,  Webb,  Rogers,  Hare, 
and  Lock,  roach,  perch  and  dace.  We  had  a  very  good 
attendance  at  our  last  meeting,  and  have  made  five 
new  members  during  the  past  fortnight. — J.  S.  F.Webb. 

Victoria  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Princesa 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Nov.  10 
we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames  bj-  Mr. 
T.  Austin,  and  also  fish  from  other  waters.  The  date 
for  our  Christmas  outing  is  Dec.  1,  and  will  all 
members  kindly  turn  up  on  Wednesday  next  to  name 
a  place  and  the  prizes  for  our  outing,  when  I  hope  to 
see  some  very  good  prizes  put  up. — F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Geeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Will  members  kindly 
note  our  concert  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  20,  in  aid  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  when  all  anglers  and  friends  are  cordially 
invited.  Delegates  were  elected  to  attend  the  A.B.S. 
competition  committee  at  the  "  Jack  of  Newbury."  Will 
members  kindly  attend  iu  force  to  make  arrangements 
for  Christmas  outing. — W.  L.  Keery. 

Warwick  Angling  Society,  Lord  Brooke,  ShemhaU- 
street,  Walthamstow. — On  Thursday  (Nov.  7)  Mr.  H. 
Cayley  brought  up  a  very  nice  show  of  roach.  The 
outing  to  Harlow  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
following  :  Messrs.  Calicut,  Piper,  Riley,  and  T.  Cayley. 
Should  like  to  see  a  good  nmnber  compete.  On  Nov.  10 
sport  was  poor,  only  Mr.  Parnham,  with  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  Calicut,  with  perch,  weighing  in.  Hope 
members  will  attend  on  Thursday,  Nov.  21,  to  receive 
very  important  report  from  delegates. — Pickwick. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — We  had  a  fine 
show  of  roach  and  dace  on  Nov.  10,  taken  by  Mr. 
Massey.  On  Tuesday,  having  a  fair  number  of  members 
present,  we  were  able  to  get  through  some  important 
business.  On  Nov.  17  we  fish  for  the  annual  supper 
at  Datchct,  also  three  special  prizes  given  by  our 
worthy  host  and  two  inllueiitial  ^'eutlemeu,  tl  is.  Od. 
for  gross  specimen  weight,  10s.  6d.  for  specimen  roach, 
and  lOs.  Cd.'  for  specimen  divco.  Train  leiivos  Vau^khal 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Bbown,  64,  George-st. 


Alnwick.— Haedy  Bbos.  ,  L.  &  N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Fosteb. 


Barnstaple,  If.  Devon. 

High-street. 


-J.  Bowe,  62, 


Beccles. — R.  Tilney  &  Son. 

Belfast. —  J.  Bbaddell  &  Son,  21, 
Castle-place. 


Birmingliani. — Samdel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 
C.  BowLEB,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
■  Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-square. 
W.  H.  Rydeb  &  Sons,  1,  Porchester-st. 
Wm.  Steenbebg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland. — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  GBEGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dyt:b,   19   &  20, 
Queen-street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  &  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 
Geoegb  Kenway. 
W.  TucKEE,  Manufacturer. 

Builth  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 
W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire. — J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens.   


Cardiff. — E.  Richardson,  "  Silver  Fish," 
Bridge-street. 
William  Davies,  257,  CowJ)ridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Steong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 


Cheltenham.  —  James     Ogden,'  28, 
Winchcomb-street. 
Ogden  &  Scotfoed,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale &  Retail.]  

Chudleigh,  Devon.— J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe.— Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road^.  

Darlington.- J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 

Dublin.— C.  Weekes  &  Co.,  26  &  27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 

Edinburgh.— Haedy  Bbos.,  5,  South 
St.  David-street.   

Bton. — Cecil  Howlett. 
Bambeidge. 


IBxeter.— W.  Osbobne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  P.  Pbickman,  12,  North-street. 


Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Ply-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Buege. 

Pelton.— W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 
H.  Salingee,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings.— DowsETT,  A.  C,  '10,  York 
Buildings. 


Henley-on-Thames. 

Duke-street.  ■ 


-Mead,  Stanley, 


Hereford.— T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 


Hertford. — Simson  &  Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Feeeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 


Inverness.  —  J.  Graham  &  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 

Killarney. — T.  McCarthy,  !Main-street. 


Eingsbridge,  S.  Devon. — S.  Pebbott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Eingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O. — 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Eingston-on-Thames. — J.   R.  Rich- 
ABDSON,  67,  High-street. 
J.  E.  WiLLiNGHAM,  35,  High-strcet. 

Langholm. — Joe  Andebson,  59,High-st. 


Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 


Leeds. — Linsley  Bbos.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

C.  J.  Beooks,  43,  Park-lane. 
J.  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street. 


Leicester. — H.  Clabk  &  Sons,  Gallow- 
tree  Gate. 


Leyburn,  Yorks. — J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestoe,  George-street. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 


Lincoln. — Andeews  &  Paekinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 
M.  Baenes,  1,  St.  Swithin's-square. 
J.  W.  Walkee,  10,  Waterside. 


Liverpool.  —  W.    Bamsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty',  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 


London. — T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware- 
road,  N.W. 
Alfred  &  Son,  20,  Moorgate-street, 
E.G. 

F.  Anstiss,  ■  23,  First-street,  Walton- 
street,  S.W. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver  -  street, 
Notting  Hill. 

W.  Babtleet  &  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-street,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 


London — continued. 

Benetpink  &  Co.,  89,  90,  107  &  108, 
Cheapside,  E.C. 

J.  Beenabd  &  Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

C.  J.  Beown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

Cabteb  &  Co.,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 
Town. 

Eaton  &  Delleb,  6  &  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

C.  A.  Evans  &  Son,  78,  Green-street, 

Bethnal-green. 
C.  Faelow  &  Co.,  191,  Strand,  W.C. 
FoBREST  &  Sons,  24,  Thomas-street, 

Oxford-street,  W. 
Gee,  19,  St.  Andrew's-street,  St.  Mar- 

tin's-lane. 
J.    Gillett,    40,    Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.    Branch : 

61,  Pall  Mall. 
J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens  (late  A.  Bulmer),  62, 

Wandsworth-road,  S.W. 
Holbeow  &  Co.,  40,  Diike-street,  W. 
Holboyd    Bbos.,    69,  Gracechurch- 

street,  E.C. 
G.  Little  &  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.    Main,    45,    Jermyn-street,  St. 

James's. 

Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park  Side,  Hyde 

Park  Corner,  S.W. 
J.  Peek  &  Son,  40,  Gray's  Lm-road, 

W.C. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Maetin,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Euston-square. 

J.  Richaedson  (late  Dunhill's),  123, 
Euston-road,  N.W. 

Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.|J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
A."  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 

ston-square,  W. 
E.F.  T.  Williams  &  Co.,  "  Silver  Trout," 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 


Lostwithiel. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 


Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,  Ches- 
tergate. 


machynlleth. — B.  Peaece,  Coventry 
House. 


Manchester. — W.  Chambers  &  Co.,  25, 

Market-place. 
Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick.  Branch: 

12  &  14,  Moult-street,  Cross-street. 
R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater,  Stodman-street. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
MuBTON.    [Wholesale  &  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pare,  27,  Collingwood-street. 


Newtown,  N.'Wales.— Fbed.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Norwich.— A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 
J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 


Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theakee,  2,  Broad-marsh. 

W.  Wells  &  Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham.— J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 


Omagh.— John  White,  30,  Market-st. 
Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  —  Thomas    Brooks,  BOa, 

Southside-street. 
C.  &  R.  Brooks,  '62,  Southside-street. 
Heaedee  &  Sons,  195,  Union-street. 

Reading. — J.  Peeby  &  Co.,  6,  Minster- 


Redditch. — S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Standard 

Works.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Babtleet  &  Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfbed  Bookeb  &  Co.,  Midland  Needle 

and  Fish  Hook  Works. 
H.  MiLWABD  &  Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  &  Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only.] 

Richmond-on-Thames.  —  Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
EvEEAED  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 


Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spenceb, 
Finkle-street. 


Rothbury. — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 


Scarborough.  —  Frank    Rhodes,  5 
North-street. 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  &  Macpheeson, 
62,  High-street. 
Cox  &  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea. — B.  Evans  &  Co.,  Swansea 
,  Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thrapston. — A.  Baegh,  Bridge-st. 


Torrington,  N.  Devon. — J.  D.Bastaed, 

Torridge  House. 

Twickenham.— P.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  7, 
London-road. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands. —  J.  L. 

Andeews,  High-street. 

Wolverhampton.— T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot, 
Davy-gate. 


at  8.20 ;  to  draw  for  sides  at  foot  of  Stone  Bridge,  and 
to  show  fish  at  same  place  at  five  o'clock.  Any  mem- 
ber not  travelling  by  the  above  train  must  report 
himself  to  a  member  before  fishing,  or  he  will  not  be 
entitled  to  weigh  in.  Mr.  Beer  has  been  elected  a 
member.— J.  Varney. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Nov.  10,  Mr.  Snead  had  jack. 
The  next  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern  List  goes  to  the 
above  society;  date  will  be  fixed  next  meeting.— 
H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Ooaob 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— The  following 
weighed  in  on  Nov.  10:— Messrs.  Pethurst,  Bowles, 
Tomkinson  (roach),  and  Turner  (jack).  We  fish  for 
our  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  17  (roving)  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's, boundary  from  the  bridge  to  the  watercress 
beds.  Members  to  start  by  the  first  train  on  same 
morning,  which  leaves  Stratford  at  7.41  a.m. ;  leave 
ofi  fishing  at  5  p.m.  There  are  twenty-one  prizes  to 
be  fished  for,  including  a  prize  for  the  largest  jack 
taken  between  Nov.  17  and  Deo.  23  in  the  Christmas 
outing,  and  one  for  the  largest  roach  taken  at  St. 


Margaret's  on  Nov.  17  ;  members  may  only  use  one 
rod  at  a  time. — R.  Pethurst. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Mr.  Parsons  was  the  only  member 
who  weighed  in  on  the  occasion  of  our  last  match, 
taking  first  prize.  We  are  arranging  an  outing  to 
Burnham-on-Crouch  for  Thursday  and  Sunday  mem- 
bers, for  six  prizes.  Members  desirous  of  going  out  are 
requested  to  attend  our  next  meeting  or  write  tome. — 

J.  J.  HUNTEE. 

Westminstee  Angling  Society,  Regent  Arms, 
Regency  Street,  S.W.— We  fish  a  match  at  Windsor  on 
Nov.  17  for  three  prizes,  and  a  point  in  the  Cup ;  go 
down  by  first  train  from  Waterloo,  two  rods,  all  fish  to 
weight  except  jack. — H.  S.  E. 

Weymouth  Angling  Association.  —  The  weekly 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  their  head- 
quarters on  Nov.  12,  Dr.  Thomson  in  the  chair. 
Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  several  mem- 
bers were  absent.  The  committee  had  an  interview 
with  the  printer  on  the  matter  of  printing  the  new 
rules,  and  after  an  hour's  discussion  it  was  resolved 
that  the  meeting  be  adjourned  until  Nov.  15,  and  a 


special  notice  to  the  committee  was  ordered  to  be  sent 
out  for  that  date.  There  has  been  little  or  no  fishing 
in  the  Bay  on  account  of  the  rough  weather.  In  the 
harbour  a  fair  amount  of  bass  have  been  caught.  Dr. 
Moore  and  Messrs.  Rowell  and  Gough  having  accounted 
for  seventy  in  three  afternoons,  while  others  have  been 
equally  successful.  The  past  three  days  no  fishing  has 
been  done  owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  heavy 
gales  with  rain. — A.  G.  Bowbll. 

Woking  Angling  Society,  Wheatsheaf  Inn, 
Woking.— The  half-yearly  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  7, 
Mr.  G.  Heather  in  the  chair.  The  secretaries'  reports 
were  read  and  confirmed,  and  showed  the  club  to  be 
in  a  sound  condition.  Several  new  members  were 
elected,  and  the  following  special  prizes  were  awarded 
for  best  specimen  fish  :— Mr.  Elstowe's  prize  for  perch, 
Mr.  G.  Raggett  ;  Mr.  Elstowe's  prize  for  roach,  Mr.  G. 
Heather;  Mr.  Batty's  prize  for  chub,  Mr.  F.  Beagley; 
Mr.  Garland's  prize  for  bream,  Mr.  G.  Raggett;  all 
good  specimens,  but  the  perch  exceptionally  good, 
taken  from  our  private  waters  at  Senet.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  donors  and  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  proceedings.— Weyside  Wandeebr. 
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Wolcs  from  i^e  Wotl^* 

His  Majesty  has  presented  the  Royal  Club,  Aber- 
deen, with  the  head  of  a  fine  stag  ■which  he  recently 
shot  in  the  Balmoral  forest.  It  will  not  be  the  least 
interesting  trophy  of  the  chase  which  now  adorns  the 
walls  of  the  finely-appointed  club  room. 


There  is  a  current  rumour  that  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  York,  now  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
will  occupy  Balmoral  during  the  coming  spring. 
There  is  every  chance  that  the  Prince  will  come  North 
for  the  spring  fishing  sometime  towards  the  end  of 
March  or  beginning  of  April. 


Lady  Bridge  had  a  good  week  of  it  on  the  Cornie- 
haugh  Deveron  water,  and  again  carries  the  palm  of 
being  the  most  successful  lady  angler  in  the  North 
with  the  exception  of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess 
of  Fife.  Lady  Bridge  had  a  magnificent  fish  of  351b., 
which  kept  her  busy  for  as  many  minutes,  and  gave 
some  grand  sport. 

The  fish  on  the  Lower  Don  are  affected,  not  with 
saprolegnia  ferax,  or  in  common  parlance  fimgus,  but 
with  a  disease  generated  by  pollution,  and  afiecting 
the  epidermis  only.  However,  the  results  are  similar, 
for  the  fish  gradually  sicken  and  die  off  by  the  round 
dozen. 


The  Glasgow  Exhibition  closed  on  Saturday.  Close 
upon  eleven  and  a-half  millions  of  people  have  passed 
the  turnstiles,  or  double  the  number  of  any  former 
exhibition.  There  will  be  £80,000  of  a  surplus  after 
paying  all  expenses  and  settling  with  the  guarantors. 


From  an  angler's  point  of  jView  the  exhibition  was 
disappointing.  One  had  to  hunt  here  and  there  to 
find  the  various  firms  who  had  stalls.  These,  when 
foTind,  were  not  disappointing,  but  then  one  has-  not 
got  a  lifetime  to  spend  in  an  exhibition. 


The  ova  to  stock  the  Deeside  hatchery  had  to  be 
conveyed  by  hand  and  gig  and  rail  some  sixty  odd 
miles,  yet  scarcely  an  egg  has  been  lost  of  the  million 
required  to  fill  the  boxes. 


Mr.  Duncan,  inspector  to  the  Kyle  Board,  Suther- 
land, and  Mr.  Coutts,  hatchery  superintendent  to  Mr. 
Carnegie,  have  been  busy  during  the  past  week 
securing  ova  for  the  new  hatchery  at  Skibbo. 


Lady  Aberdeen  has  been  entertaining  a  political 
house  party  at  Haddo  House,  including  Sir  C.  Banner- 
man,  Bart.,  Dr.  Farquharson,  M.P.,  Mr.  Glen  Coats, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Sinclair,  M.P.,  and  other  prominent 
Liberals.    Fish  storieslhave  been  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Don  salmon  fishing  case  [occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  all  last  week, 
when  the  agents  pro  and  con  were  heard  in  debate.' 
It  still  goes  on. 


Probably  a  unique  excuse  was  heard  in  Aberdeen 
Sheriff  Court  recently.  A  man,  described  as  an  expert 
partridge  netter,  when  asked  what  he  had  to  say  for 
himself,  smiled  complacently  the  bland  smile  of  the 
martyr,  land  replied  that  he  had  "Just  gone  on  a 
holiday — nothing  more."  He  is  now  winding  it  up  in 
the  local  jail,  where  the  green  fields  are  denied  him 
and  his  partridge  nets  cannot  be  spread  in  the  way  of 
any  bird  at  present — unless  it  be  a  jail  bird. 

Poaching  goes  on  all  the  season  through,  but  just 
now,  when  the  local  markets  are  closed,  there  is  some 
difficulty  in  getting  the  fish  through.  However,  they 
are  being  freely  hawked  at  6d.  the  cut  in  public- 
houses  and  other  favourite  spots. 


Sergeant  C.  Blacklaw,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  leaves'for 
the  front  this  week,  after  a  six|months'  holiday. 

Banchory  was  en  feta  last  week  on  the  occasion  of 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Douglas,  of  Telquhillie— a  noted 
sportsman  and  a  keen  angler.  The  marriage  took  place 
in  London,  but  all  the  best  of  the  fun  was  on  Deeside. 


The  Dundee  whalers  are  turning  up  one  by  one, 
after  a  fairly  successful  time  of  it  in  the  Arctic  seas. 


Mr.  Davidson,  Fishery  Officer,  Peterhead,  is  about 
to  retire  under  the  regulations  of  the  Fishery  Board 
for  Scotland.  He  is  to  be  succeeded  by  Mr.  Jeffreys, 
of  North  Berwick.  Special  Scotch. 


That  five-year-old  boy  of  whom  "  H.  C.  W."  wrote 
recently  is  improving  rapidly.  Last  Saturday  a  penny 
was  given  him,  and  he  soon  went  off  to  invest  it  in 
sweets.  There  was  something  else,  however,  in  the 
window  which  took  his  fancy,  and  the  temptation  was 
too  great  to  be  resisted.  He  returned  the  proud 
possessor  of  a  line  complete  with  hook,  shot,  and  float 
on  a  bamboo  winder. 


HIGHBRIDGE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


Mh.  S.  Bbitton  had  a  splendid  catch  of  roach,  dace, 
and  rudd  on  Saturday  (Nov.  9).  The  committee  met 
on  Thursday  evening  (Nov.  7)  to  discuss  the  advisa- 
bility of  restocking  their  waters  with  golden  bream, 
and  it  was  decided  to  purchase  a  quantity  from  the 
Solway  Fisheries,  Dumfries.  Messrs.  F.  Young  and 
E.  G.  Wilkins  kindly  promised  to  distribute  the  fish 
on  their  arrival  in  different  parts  of  the  waters.  The 
committee  also  decided  to  notify  the  Bristol  and 
Weston  Angling  Association  when  the  young  fish  were 
put  in,  and  to  ask  all  anglers  to  return  to  the  waters 
all  young  bream  that  may  be  caught  between  June, 
1902,  and  June,  1903,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  lovers 
of  angling  will  fall  in  with  the  wishes  of  the  committee. 
On  Nov.  9  Mr.  lEscott  Card,  landlord  of  the  Cooper's 
Arms  Hotel  (headquarters  of  the  Highbridge' Angling 
Association),  and  who  is  also  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  H.  A.  A.,  celebrated  his  twenty-first 
birthday  by  inviting  his  brother  anglers  and  other 
friends  to  a  leg  of  mutton  supper,  and  about  sixty  sat 
down.  A  splendid  repast  was  provided,  and  the  tables 
beautifully  decorated  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Card. 
After  the  repast  was  over  the  rest  of  the  evening  was 
spent  in  harmony.  Mr.  H.  Bastard  occupied  the 
chair  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Hayes  the  vice-chair,  supported 
by  Messrs.  J.  Stevens,  Eveleigh,  Chappelow,  Hall, 
Longman,  Tripp,  Groves,  and  Captain  Williams. 
Songs  were  contributed  by  Messrs.  Tout,  Harris, 
Napper,  J.  Thompson,  G.  Thompson,  Barnstaple, 
Baker,  Buttle,  Ricketts,  Hodge,  Chappelow,  and 
others.  The  usual  toasts  were  gone  through,  Captain 
Williams  responding  for  the  Army  and  Captain  Luxon 
for  the  Navy.  During  the  evening  our  angler  frieild, 
Mr.  E.  Card,  was  the  recipient  of  a  splendid  set  of 
carvers,  presented  by  a  few  of  his  friends.  Mr.  Ivor 
Napper's  efficiency  at  the  piano  was  much  appreciated. 
The  National  Anthem  and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought 
to  a  close  a  very  pleasant  evening.     E.  G.  Wilkins. 


THORNEY  WEIR  FISHING  CLUB. 


The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  club  committee 
was  held  on  Nov.  3  at  the  Club  House,  West  Drayton. 
The  weather  was  depressing,  and  therefore  the  attend- 
ance was  small,  Mr.  Poole  attending  for  the  first  time, 
officially,  since  his  return  from  his  fishing  holiday  in 
Harris.  There  was  nothing  of  much  general  interest 
to  discuss  beyond  the  ordinary  work  of  elections  and 
the  all-important  subject  of  finance.  It  is  intended 
to  deepen  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  roach  swim  during 
the  present  winter  by  removing  a  considerable  quantity 
of  ballast,  and  the  everlasting  business  of  mud  throwing 
is  steadily  progressing,  and  many  other  well-known 
holes  and  swims  have  been  [cleaned  out  in  the  last 
twelve  months.  A  short  time  ago,  on  a  fine  day  fol- 
lowing one  of  dismal  drizzle,  Mr.  Mason,  who  is  a  lucky 
as  well  as  a  skilful  fisherman,  caught  seven  pike,  three 
chub  (largest  31b.),  and  two  dozen  roach,  including 
some  good  specimens,  the  largest  of  which  weighed  IJlb. 
A  number  of  jack  of  all  sizes  have  .'been  taken  from 
the  club  waters  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  also 
several  good  perch,  which  is  encouraging  considering 
the  appalling  droughts  we  have  experienced  all  over 
England  during  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

H.  A.  T.  M. 


A  NORTH  COUNTRY  FISHING 
CONTEST. 


It  was  near  about  the  passing  of  September,  a  day 
long  looked  forward  to  by  the  members  of  the  Elswick 
Works  Angling  Association.  The  date  fixed  for  their 
annual  competition  had  arrived,  and  every  member 
was  up  betimes  eager  for  the  journey  to  Chollerford, 
picturesquely  situated  on  the  bonny  banks  of  North 
Tyne. 

The  spirits  of  these  sturdy  north  country  anglers 
ran  high,  for  the  morning  was  a  cheery  one.  A  sharp, 
cool  air  with  just  a  suspicion  of  frost  in  it,  a  clear 
atmosphere  except  to  the  eastward  where  Old  Sol — a 
great  fiery  orb — is  doing  his  best  to  dissipate  a  thick 
haze,  and  a  breeze  from  the  south-west  proclaim  the 
welcome  news  that  the  day  will  be  a  good  one  for  an 
outing  midst  woods  and  waters. 

True,  the  reports  from  North  Tyne  spoke  of  low  clear 
waters  and  a  scarcity  of  fish,  but  the  hearts  of  our  good 
anglers  were  nothing  daunted,  for  they  had  determined, 
"  come  weal,  come  woe,"  to  make  a  red-letter  day  of 
this.  A  North  British  train  whirled  them  away  from 
town,  through  a  countryside  affording  glimpses  of  rare 
scenery — landscape  and  waterscape.  The  varied  foliage 
of  the  woodlands,  dark  green  mingling  with  russet  and 
amber  tints,  vistas  of  unctuous  meadows  and  golden 
bracken  covers  flew  past  in  quick  succession,  and,  best 
of  all,'as  they  approached  the  ivy-clad  walls  of  Prudhoe 
Castle,  a  view  of  the  Tyne  was  obtained,  showing  to 
their  delight  that  a  "  fresh  "  was  away.  This  led  to  a 
hasty  rearrangement  of  tackle,  and  the  knowing  ones 
were  busily  engaged  for  the  rest  of  the  journey  in 


making  preparations  for  baiting  with  minnow,  a  deadly 
lure  for  North  Tyne  trout  when  there  is  a  fresh  in  the 
water. 

All  in  good  time  their  destination  was  reached. 
The  little  village  lay  basking  in  the  rays  of  an  early 
morning  sun,  and  from  the  bridge  spanning  the  river 
a  view  could  be  obtained  of  the  Chesters,  situated  on 
the  romantic  site  of  the  old  Roman  wall.  In  truth, 
the  neighbourhood  of  Chollerford  is  teeming  with 
romantic  associations  and  stirring  memories  of  the 
early  and  middle  centuries.  Food  enough  there  is  for 
antiquarian,  angler,  and  the  general  lover  of  nature 
alike. 

The  old  George  Inn,  pleasantly  situated  by  the  banks 
of  the  river,  provided  ample  accommodation  and 
comforts  for  our  piscatorians,  and  here  for  awhile  we 
stayed  whilst  all  preliminaries,  such  as  drawing  lots 
for  position  and  other  arrangements,  were  made. 

At  last  preparations  are  completed,  and  the  inner 
man  being  comforted  with  sundry  draughts  of  good 
ale  and  a  wee  nip  of  Scotch,  an  adjournment  was 
made  to  the  river,  which  hereabouts  flows  in  alternate 
stretches  of  deeps  and  streams.  Deeps  and  swift- 
flowing  streams,  mark  you,  such  as  would  delight  the 
heart  of  any  angler,  but,  alack  and  alas,  the  waters 
were  not  on  their  best  behaviour.  There  was  too  much 
fresh,  and  a  consequent  turbulence  which  rendered 
correct  angling  a  matter  of  no  little  difficulty,  so 
much  so  that  during  the  limited  time  for  competition 
small  baskets  were  obtained.  The  coveted  first  prize, 
indeed,  was  secured  by  the  capture  of  one  fish — a  trout 
weighing  little  over  a  pound.  This  fell  to  the  lot  of 
that  doxjcyi  of  north  country  anglers,  Mr.  Ralph  Oliver, 
who  was  using  the  minnow  as  a  bait.  After  the  com- 
petition proper,  however,  the  waters  abated  consider- 
ably, and  then  fine  sport  ensued  both  with  speckled 
trout  and  silvery  dace.  Gentle  and  minnow  alike 
killed  quickly,  the  latter  accounting  for  some  large 
baskets  of  fine  trout,  whilst  the  former  accounted  for 
more  than  a  usual  quota  of  dace. 

Altogether  an  enjoyable  outing  was  accompanied  by 
fine  sport,  and  the  feeling  of  bonhomie  amongst  the 
angling  fraternity  in  the  north  was  considerably 
accentuated.  Competitions  of  this  kind  are  rare  in  our 
north  country,  and  it  is  certainly  creditable  to  Mr.  R. 
J.  Lewis,  the  secretary,  and  to  the  members  of  this 
association  that  they  are  taking  the  initiative  in 
rendering  them  more  popular. 

No  more  pleasurable  day  could  have  been  spent 
than  that  at  Chollerford,  and  everyone  returned  home 
more  than  satisfied  with  their  annual  competition. 
Of  course  the  ubiquitous  photographer  was  present, 
and  secm-ed  some  capital  snapshots  and  views,  whilst, 
fisherlike,  the  company  must  perforce  spend  a  con- 
vivial hour  at  the  George  Inn  before  departing 
homewards.  Josephus. 


THE  RACE  OF  LIFE. 

As  I  look  from  the  Grand  Stand  of  Observation  in 
the  race  of  life,  I  perceive  two  dark  colts,  Young 
Careless  and  Indiscretion,  that  were  going  at  such  a 
fearful  pace  a  few  years  back,  are  beginning  to  lose 
ground,  and  the  brown  chestnut  colt  Cunning,  that 
was  last  but  two  at  the  end  of  the  first  twenty  years, 
is  gradually  forging  ahead.    About  this  period  of  the 
struggle  Craft,  Deceit,  Diplomacy,  and  Self-interest 
take  up  prominent  positions  in  the  race  and  show  a 
bold  front;  those  two  splendid-looking  colts  Bounce 
and  Brag  have  entirely  failed  to  maintain  their  past 
reputations,  are  already  pumped  out  and  straggling  in 
the  rear ;  many  were  out  of  it  long  before  forty — for 
instance.  Candour  stumbled  at  a  bend ;  Blunt  John 
Bull  was  knocked  over  by  Pride,  ridden  by  j-oung 
Conceit  in  a  jacket  of  many  colours ;  Self-love  bolted 
and  ran  off  the  course  ;  Self-will  was  run  into  by  Con- 
tradiction ;  and  Obstinacy  had  a  fall.    Fifty  years 
gone.    At  this  unsatisfactory  period  there  is  a  fearful 
long  tail,  and  though  with  numbers  hope  is  fled,  they 
struggle  hopelessly  on.     Now  the  race  is  left  to 
Diplomacy,  Craft,  Cunning,  Deceit,  Number  One,  and 
the  colt  by  Stratagem,  out  of  Sneak,  dam  Villiany. 
Number  One  here  makes  his  effort,  but  dies  to  nothing 
in  a  moment.    Sixty  years.    There  is  nothing  in  the 
race  now  but  Craft,  Cuuning,  Deceit,  and  Diplomacy, 
and  as  they  come  tearing  along  a  sheet  would  cover 
them.  Seventy  years.   The  shouts  from  the  multitude 
who  have  trusted  to  these  horses  would  awake  the  dead. 
Cunning  wins  I    Never,  never.    It  is  a  guinea  to  a 
gooseberry  on  Craft.    No !  no !    Deceit  wins  for  a 
thousand.    Not  a  bit,  man  !    Diplomacy  !  Diplomacy 
wins  1  shout  a  thousand  voices ;  and  it  is  true,  for 
that  magnificent  horseman  Young  Careful,  sitting  as 
still  as  a  statue,  here  allows  him  his  head,  and  shooting 
out  like  a  rocket  wins  in  a  common  canter  by  three 
lengths,  with  Craft  second  and  Deceit  close  up  third. 
The  favourites  are  nowhere,  for  as  I  take  my  last  look, 
walking  in  with  the  crowd,  I  can  see  some  splendid 
animals  whose  chances  were  completely  extinguished 
in  the  early  part  of  the  race  by  foul  and  unfair  means ! 
I  see  Gratitude,  Merit,  Modesty,  Industry,  Prudence, 
and  the  colt  by  True  Worth,  Act  on  the  Square,  dam 
Sincerity,  harassed  and  disgraced.    How  often,  alas  ! 
are  such  things  seen  in  the  true  race  of  life.     A.  H. 
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Nearly  sixty  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  24, 
at  Richruond-on-Thames,  in  the  "Ben  Abrahams" 
competition.  There  are  two  "specials" — a  silver 
watch  for  heaviest  dace,  and  silver  medal,  gold  centre, 
for  heaviest  roach.  The  handsome  dinner  service  is 
on  view  at  the  Whitecross  Hotel,  Waterside,  Richmond. 


SouE  capital  dace  and  a  perchlover  lib.  were  taken 
on  Nov.  10,  at  Richmond,  by  a  member  of  the  Wal- 
worth Waltonians. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening, 
Nov.  18,  at  the  Cripplegate  Institute,  Barbican,  when 
a  very  full  meeting  is  anticipated. 


Neasly  three  years  ago — to  be  exact,  on  Feb.  11, 
1899 — the  then  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
at  Southend-on-Sea  wrote  in  these  columns :  "  They 
(fiat-fish)  seem  to  be  gifted  with  the  power  of  fore- 
casting the  weather  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  and 
when  bad  weather  is  coming  they  bury  themselves,  or 
'  sand,' as  the  fishermen  here  call  it.  Consequently, 
to  fish  for  them  on  a  falling  barometer  is  almost 
useless,  and  for  that  reason  I  always  send  the  latest 
barometer  readings  in  my  report." 


This  seems  at  first  sight  a  strtwige  assertion,  but 
knowing  my  correspondent  to  be  a  close  and  experienged 
observer  of  sea  fish  and  their  habits,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  insert  his  notes  on  the  subject.  The  accuracy  of 
his  observations  was  brought  to  my  notice  when  I 
heard  from  two  most  expert  anglers,  Messrs.  Zaehns- 
dorf  and  Clark,  to  wit,  that  last  week  they  fished  at 
Leigh  for  a  whole  day  without  a  bite — a  most  unusual 
experience ;  but  meanwhile  the  glass  was  falling 
rapidly,  on  account  of  the  late  gale  —  a  clear 
example  of  cause  and  effect,  which  should  be  noted 
by  those  who  are  fond  of  flat-fishing. 


The  companions  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  W.  Yaughan  of 
the  Lychnobite  A.S.  make  an  appeal  to  the  printing 
trade  and  benevolent  public  on  behalf  of  the  widow 
and  three  children  of  their  colleague,  under  exception- 
ally unfortunate  circumstances.  The  distribution  of 
prizes  decided  on  by  the  committee  has  been  absolutely 
prohibited  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  City  Police  as 
an  ofience  against  the  LoWery  Act.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  committee  have  abandoned  the 
distribution,  and  are  compelled  to  throw  themselves 
on  the  generosity  of  the  trade,  trusting  that  a  liberal 
response  will  be  made  to  this  appeal,  as  expenses 
exceeding  £20  have  already  been  incurred,  and  unless 
the  trade  make  a  generous  response,  the  widow  and 
children  will  undoubtedly  suffer.  All  moneys  received 
by  the  secretaries  will  be  returned  on  application 
therefor,  but  the  committee  will  be  grateful  for  notifi- 
cation that  the  sum  so  paid  may  be  regarded  as 
donations  to  the  appeal  fund. 


A  WELL-iiNOWN  Thames  angler  (Mr.  Chiffereil)  recently 
captured  a  nice  pike  Up  the  Thames.  On  arriving 
home  it  was  so  very  lively  that  it  was  placed  in  a 
private  pond  in  which  are  (or  were)  a  large  number  of 
gold  fish.  The  pike  seems  thoroughly  to  enjoy  them, 
and  even  prefers  them  to  minnows.  Rather  costly 
diet  for  a  voracious  feeder  I 


Me.  R.  Steed,  of  the  George  and  Dragon  Hotel, 
Bucks,  writes  :  "  On  Saturday  (Nov.  9)  Mr.  J.  R.  Hoppe, 
a  visitor,  angling  with  a  friend  and  piloted  by  George 
Coster,  one  of  the  local  fishermen,  landed  at  Great 
Marlow  a  fine  specimen  pike  weighing  22|-lb.  The 
fish  measured  40|  inches  in  length  and  20J  inches  in 
girth,  and  being  in  excellent  condition  gave  grand 
sport  to  the  captor,  and  is,  I  think,  a  record  for  the 
Thames  of  recent  years.  Mr.  H.  Tirrell,  of  Bourne 
End,  is  setting  the  fish  up,  and  when  finished  will 
hang  on  the  walls  of  the  George  and  Dragon  Hotel. 
Several  other  fish  of  smaller  dimensions  have  been 
caught  during  the  week,  but  frost  and  rain  is  required 
now  to  clear  the  river  of  stagnant  weeds." 


"Owl  "this  do?  It  is  not  fishing,  but  very  near 
it: — "About  fourteen  days  ago  a  police-constable  on 
his  beat,  at  3  a.m.,  saw  a  large  bird  dash  against  a 
lamp-post  in  Wellington-street,  Strand.  He  picked  it 
up,  and  found  it  to  be  a  barn  owl.  The  owl  is  very 
old,  and  it  is  assumed  that  it  had  lived  in  one  of  the 
old  houses  now  pulled  down  in  or  near  the  Strand.  I 
saw  it  yesterday  (Nov.  13)  at  Mr.  F.  William's,  Great 
Queen-street,  and  have  asked  him  to  keep  it  a  few 
days  that  it  may  be  seen  by  those  interested. — Yours 
truly,  Z." 


A  "Whiting"  banquet  has  recently  been  held  at 
Clacton-on-Sea.  The  fish  wag  served  Im  five  different 
ways.  A  "  Sprat  and  Bloater"  banquet  is  to  be  held 
at  Yarmouth  on  Nov.  28. 


"  A  FEIEND  angling  for  roach  in  private  water, 
having  the  misfortune  to  drop  his  paste  into  the  lake, 
was  suddenly  seized  with  an  inspiration— namely,  to 
try  the  roach  with  a  piece  of  silver  paper  which  had 
previously  contained  tobacco.  No  sooucr  had  he  done 
so  than  the  fish  seized  it  with  avidity,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  eleven  nice  roach  were  grassed,  the  twelfth 
breaking  his  hook,  and  not  having  a  supply  of  hooks, 
was  compelled  to  give  up.  This  occurred  early  in  this 
month — November." 


The  above  story  is  a  true  one,  and  vouched  for  by 
Mr.  C.  Butcher,  jun.  I  -can  thoroughly  believe  it.  I 
have  known  instances  of  roach  taking  tobacco  which 
had  never  even  been  wrapped  in  silver  paper.  Just  a 
"tip"  for  your  friend,  Mr.  B.  After  successfally 
grassing  eleven  fish  and  losing  his  last  hook,  he  need 
not  have  "  taken  his  hook,"  but  rather  have  tried  the 
silver  hook.  It  is  on  record  (although  the  authenticity 
is  not  vouched  for)  that  a  great  many  roach  and  other 
fish  have  been  taken  with  a  silver  hook ! 


Fishing  in  the  Little  Ouse  at  Brandon,  Mr.  Enoch, 
of  Newmarket,  caught  211b.  of  roach  and  dace  on 
Thursday  afternoon  (Nov.  7)  from  one  till  four  o'clock. 
Prospects  of  sport  are  reported  good.  Boats,  baits,  and 
punts,  and  every  accommodation  at  the  Ram  Hotel. 


Foiled  t 

The  night  was  dark,  the  moon  lay  hid 
Behind  a  dark  and  sombre  bank  of  cloud  ; 
The  foaming  waves  rolled  on,  nor  stayed  their  cease- 
less way. 
The  winds  blew  shrill  and  sharp. 
And  tore  through  shivering  shrouds  ; 
While  in  the  east  a  silvery  sheen 
Bespoke  the  coming  day. 

Upon  the  waters  dank  and  drear  a  tiny  vessel  rode, 
And  on  her  decks  a  traveller  with  weary  footsteps 
strode  ; 

His  bead  was  bowed  upon  his  chest,  his  brow  was 

dark  and  grim. 
His  eyes  burned  with  unnatural  fire,  his  face  was 

marred  by  stress  within. 
His  teeth  were  clenched,  his  chin  set  firm, 
His  breath  camo  short  and  fast. 
Foiled  1  foiled  I  he  hissed  through  clenched  teeth  ; 
Foiled !  Foiled  I  and  now  the  night  is  past. 
I  had  my  foot  upon  his  neck,  the  deed  was  nearly 

done, 

When  Ip !  he  slipped  from  out  my  grasp  and  once 

again  was  gone. 
Confound  my  cursed  evil  luck,  confound  my  careless 

way. 

But  for  my  cursed  muddling  he'd  have  fall'n  an  easy 
prey. 

***** 
Dear  reader,  cease  to  wonder  if  this  man  with  anger 
rent 

Had  been  out  on  expedition  of  murderous  intent : 
He  is  not  a  mad  assassin  or  a  would-be  murderer. 
At  home  he  would  not  hurt  a  fly  or  kick  a  harm- 
less cur. 

He's  but  a  "  B.S.  Angler  "  been  out  with  line  and  rod, 
But  by  his  careless  handling  lost  a  20-pounder  cod. 

Reffud, 


"  AccOEDiNQ  to  the  Penzance  Cornish  Telegraph, 
experiments  are  being  made  at  Penzance  by  experts 
representing  influential  capitalists  in  connection  with 
a  scheme  for  extracting  gold  from  sea  water.  The 
process  is  to  precipitate  it  by  means  of  lime,  and  then 
to  extract  the  gold  electrically.  Experiments  have 
before  been  carried  out  oS  the  South  Coast,  but  the 
sea  off  Penzance  is  believed  to  contain  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  gold."  [I  know  a  few  fishermen  who  visit 
Penzance  very  frequently  (on  fishing  bent),  who  say 
they  have  lost,  or  rather  washed  away,  a  lot  of  gold 
both  summer  and  winter,  but  they  went  in  lumps  as 
large  as  sovereigns  and  half-sovereigns.  I  should  like 
to  join  the  promoters  of  the  scheme.  I  tried  that 
Russian  mining  arrangement  where  they  dug  up  snow 
and  converted  (?)  it  into  salt,  but  got  very  little  out  of 
it.  Of  course  I  took  up  the  shares  cum  grano  salis. 
Is  it  not  time  to  start  another  South  Sea  Bubble  ?] 


On  Friday  afternoon  (Nov.  8)  a  new  wing  which  has 
been  added  to  the  Ipswich  Museum  was  opened  by  the 
Mayor  (W.  F.  Paul,  Esq.),  and  the  presidential  address 
delivered  by  Professor  Ray  Lankester.  In  the  evening 
a  large  number  of  guests  were  present  at  a  soirie  given 
by  the  chairman  (Mr.  Edward  Packard),  one  of  the 
most  interesting  items  being  an  exhibition  of  lantern 
slides  prepared  and  lent  by  Professor  Sorby,  illustrating 
the  zoology  of  the  River  Orwell.  On  Dec.  13  a  paper 
will  be  read  by  Mr.  Wm.  King  (the  proprietor  aof  that 
wonderful  compound,  "  King's  Natural  Bait ")  on 

Fish  Cookery."  The  name  of  "  King"  is  one  to  con- 
jure with,  and  should  attract  as  large  an  attendance 
as  the  famous  ".King's  Natural  "Jdoea  the  fish, 


Mr.  W.  T.  Bainbeidge,  of  Bures,  informs  me  that 
"good  roach  angling  is  now  commencing  in  the  Stour 
at  Burcs,  and  as  soon  as  a  little  colour  is  imparted  to 
the  water  sport  will  be  good."  Mr.  B.  is  quite  right ; 
the  Stour  is  a  "  lato  "  river,  and  the  fish  are  to  bo 
found  in  the  deep  water.  I  have  fished  it  summer 
and  winter — the  summer  for  bream,  and  the  winter 
for  roach,  perch,  and  pike. 


A  VERY  fine  pike-  or  "jack  "  as  they  are  popularly 
called— says  the  Salisburij  Times,  has  recently  been 
taken  from  the  Avon,  the  successful  angler  being  ]\Ir. 
H.  Snook.  The  fish  measured  3ft.  Sin.  long,  and 
turned  the  scale  at  J  181b.  [Now  although  this 
18-pounder  is  not  a  giant,  it  is  a  nice  fish,  and  may 
safely  be  dubbed  a  "  pike."] 


The  health  of  Mr.  C.  H.  O'Dowd,  one  of  the  best  of 
good  anglers  and  sportsmen,  has  been  far  from  satisfac- 
tory of  late,  and  he  has  in  consequence  left  London  for 
a  long  sea  voyage.  He  has  the  best  wishes  of  every 
angler  who  knows  him. 


Once  a  month  the  members  of  the  Eagle  A.  S. 
(Tottenham)  have  a  nice  leg  of  mutton  supper,  and 
follow  on  with  a  concert.  Over  sixty  sat  down  to 
the  last  one,  and  it  may  safely  be  assumed  that  more 
than  one  leg  was  roasted  or  boiled.  The  best  of  the 
performance,  however,  is  that  a  guinea  prize  will  be 
given  to  the  member  of  the  audience  telling  the  best 
fishing  story.  I've  heard  of  the  Tottenham 
"  Hotspurs,"  but  these  Tottenham  "  hot  suppers  " 
must  be  all  right. 


Mb.  Foed,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire, has  on  hand  for  immediate  sale  about  one 
thousand  of  those  very  rare  and  beautiful  fish,  golden 
tench.  The  colours  are  now  gold,  pink,  and  carnation, 
mottled  with  sienna. 


An  interesting  match  was  fished  recently  in  Hastings 
Harbour.  There  were  eight  a  side— Hastings  Associa- 
tion V.  Nondescripts.  The  conditions  were :— One 
rod  ;  four  hooks  ;  each  fish  of  eight  inches  to  score  two 
points  ;  duration  of  match,  three  hours.  Among  the 
captures  there  were  some  particularly  fine  dabs.  At 
the  finish  it  was  found  that  ithe  Nondescripts  made 
32G  points  and  the  Hastings  Angling  Association  324. 


"  Speaking  of  competitions,"  says  "  Westward  Ho  I" 
in  the  Hastings  Times,  I  have  noticed  for  some  time 
another  kind  of  competition  going  on  on  the  West 
Pier,  and  not  by  any  means  in  accordance  with  Asso- 
ciation regulations.  For  instance,  some  anglers  con- 
sider the  south-east  corner  by  the  pavilion  a  choice 
spot,  and  consequently  they  go  for  it  early.  Of  course 
one  can  admire  the  patience  of  the  angler,  who  will 
drop  his  bait  over  on  to  the  sand  and  wait  for  two  solid 
hours  without  the  least  chance  of  a  bite  until  the  tide 
fiows  in,  and  the  possibility  of  a  good  time  presently. 
But  what  I  think  is  hardly  fair  with  reference  to  this 
presumably  choice  spot  is  that  sometimes  an  angler  will 
use  two  rods,  and,  casting  in  an  easterly,  also  a  south- 
erly, direction,  will  monopolise  the  whole  of  the  corner 
to  himself ;  in  short,  he  at  once  makes  a  corner  of  the 
corner.  But,  no  doubt,  such  little  instances  of  lack  of 
thought  for  others  will  disappear  in  time.  [Perhaps 
so,  dear  Westward  Ho  !  When  that  happens  please  let 
me  know.] 


I  COULD  not  get  down  to  Deal  on  the  9th  to  see 
"  Ned  "  Hanger,  so  "  Ned  "  came  to  London  to  see  me. 
He  looked  "  fit  "  as  he  sailed  along  Fleet-street  in  the 
lifeboat — Beauty  in  the  prow,  and  Roberts  at  the  helm. 
I  called  out  to  "Ned,"  and  asked  him  to  back  water, 
but  one  of  the  jolly  waggoners  in  charge  of  the  team 
simply  sang  out  "  gee-up." 


On  Tuesday,  Nov.  19,  "  Old  Izaak"  gives  a  lantern 
lecture,  entitled  "  From  Liverpool-street  to  Lowestoft, 
with  Notes  by  the  Way,"  at  the  Epsom  Angling 
Society,  Spread  Eagle  Hotel,  High-street,  Epsom. 


On  Wednesday,  Nov.  20,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  will  give 
his  (lantern  lecture,  "  Fishing  and  Holiday  Trips  by 
the  South  Eastern  Railway,"  at  the  Stockwell  Angling 
Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Thorne-road,  South 
Lambeth,  and  will  introduce  many  slides  of  his  sum- 
mer journeys  with  rod  and  camera.  The  slides  and 
photos  are  of  his  own  making  and  taking,  and  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  21,  he  will  repeat  the  dose  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Erith  Angling  Society,  the  Halfway 
House,  Lower-road,  Erith. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Horae  Shoe  Hotel  on  Sat- 
urday evening,  Deo.  7,  when  the  chair  will  be  occupied 
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ppovifieial  fluglifig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursda]i  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  and 
3istrict  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday 
ivening  (Nov.  7),  when  certain  matters  of  importance 
vere  brought  forward  for  discussion,  the  chief  amongst 
vhich  was  one  relating  to  the  renting  of  water  for  the 
nembers.  This  is  a  matter  that  has  been  brought 
jefore  the  notice  of  the  delegates  upon  more  than  one 
jccasion,  but  has  not  met  with  the  support  that  the 
jbject  deserves,  but  now  that  a  sub-committee  is  to 
je  elected  to  take  the  matter  in  hand  something 
nay  be  done.  They  will  find  that  they  have 
1  big  task  on  hand,  and  that  the  amount  of  money 
required  to  obtain  private  water  near  to  Birmingham 
;or  the  use  of  five  thousand  members  will  be  more 
;han  the  association  can  pay  from  the  small  sub- 
jcriptions  now  paid  by  the  members  to  the  association. 
But  this  may  be  got  over  by  the  subscription  being 
raised.  This  will  be  a  matter  to  be  considered  when 
ihe  water  is  found.  Another  important  thing  will 
fciave  to  be  thought  of,  that  is,  the  clubs  who  rent 
(vater  for  their  members  will  not  care  to  pay  for 
water  for  the  use  of  clubs  who  do  not  rent  water ; 
but  this  may  be  got  over  by  making  a  difference 
in  the  subscriptions,  or  by  issuing  tickets  to  those  who 
wish  to  fish  the  water  taken.  Two  societies,  namely, 
;he  Hope  and  South  End,  asked  permission  to  remove, 
but  the  committee  refused  the  application  owing  to 
;he  reasons  not  being  sufficient.  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
ny  readers  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  is  seriously  ill,  and 
!onfined  to  his  bed  with  fever.  The  members  of  the 
Provincial  and  Birmingham  Association  will  be  pleased 
;o  hear  of  his  recovery.  The  St.  George's  Club  held  a 
^ontest  on  the  Severn  at  Upton-ou- Severn  on  Nov.  10, 
ibout  thirty  members  competed.  ]Mr.  A.  Turner  was  re- 
lumed the  winner.  Some  few  pike  have  lately  been  taken 
irom  the  river  Anker  near  to  Polesworth,  but  none  over 
51b.  in  weight ;  some  small  ones  have  also  been  taken 
Tom  the  Stratford  and  Warwick  canals.  On  the  Avon, 
lear  Tewkesbury,  the  pike  have  given  good  sport,  and 
ihe  same  remark  applies  to  Fladbury  and  Evesham 
listricts.  On  the  Severn,  between  Shrewsbury  and 
lampton  Lode,  pike  fishing  has  been  fair.  A  few  fish 
lave  been  noticed  on  the  move  at  Lincomb  Lock.  We 
lave  had  some  vejy  nice  rain  during  the  last  three 
lays  which  will  do  good  to  our  rivers,  but  the  weather 
■emains  raw  and  cold. 

■ROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

After  several  weeks  of  comparatively  dry  weather, 
■ain  fell  heavily  on  Tuesday,  and  roach  fishing,  which 
las  been  unprofitable  for  some  time  past,  should  now 
)e  improved.  Most  of  the  waters  had  become  so  low 
md  clear  that  very  few  anglers  had  prosecuted  opera- 
ions  with  the  roach  rod,  the  majority  having  been  at 
vork  after  the  pike.  In  this  particular  branch  there 
las  been  an  unlimited  run  of  sport,  but  it  cannot  be 
laid  that  any  water  has  yielded  fish  of  prodigious 
limensions.  Those  who  have  turned  their  attention 
o  the  Witham  have  been  most  successful  on  the  lower 
engths,  notably  in  the  Dogdyke  district,  and  along 
he  river  towards  Boston.  Here  the  pike  have  been 
■ery  active,  and  those  who  have  had  a  good  stock  of 
ive  bait  have  had  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  sport 
ibtained,  although  fish  exceeding  61b.  and  71b.  have 
leen  seldom  met  with.  On  the  Forty-foot,  the  Swines- 
lead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge  sections  continue  to  claim 
aost  attention,  and  it  has  been  no  uncommon 
ixperience  for  an  angler  at  work  with  the  trolling  rod 

0  return  home  with  two  and  three  brace  of  fish  as  the 
esult  of  a  day's  sport.  As  an  instance  of  this,  one 
portsman  on  Saturday  captured  two  and  a  half  brace 
iveraging  3f  lb.  apiece.  Contrary  to  expectations  bream 
lave  been  giving  fine  sport  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
¥itham,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Anton 
jowts,  and  fish  have  been  caught  weighing  between 
Jb.  and  51b.  apiece.  It  is  rather  late  in  the  season 
or  this  branch  of  sport,  nevertheless  the  fish  have 
lisplayed  unmistakable  symptoms  of  hunger. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  last  week  the  River  Hull  was  running 
'ery  low  and  clear,  consequently  very  little  was 
loing  either  above  or  below  the  lock.  On  Monday, 
n  the  lower  waters,  a  few  nice  roach  and  dace  were 
aken  with  maggot  in  the  Wawne  district ;  but  at  night 
t  commenced  to  rain,  and  continued  incessantly 
luring  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  culminated  into 

1  terrific  storm;  therefore,  until  better  weather 
ntervenes,  angling  operations  will  be  at  a  standstill 
.s  far  as  this  district  is  concerned.  The  Peel  Angling 
Association  held  their  sixth  annual  dinner  and  prize 
iresentation  on  Nov.  6  at  the  Kingston  Hotel,  in 
lop  wood-street,  Hull,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
Alfred  Clarke,  when  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
pentj  and  amongst  the  prize-winners  Mr.  George 
?orr  was  the  recipient  of  the  gold  medal  for 
aost  points   during   the   past    season,    and  INIr. 


T.  Wiles  a  gold  medal  for  the  best  aggregate. 
The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  November  council  meeting 
at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  C, 
when  several  important  items  to  Hull  anglers  were 
discussed,  and  the  combined  committee  of  the  two 
Hull  associations,  who  have  the  management  of  the 
Market  Weightou  Canal  fishery  in  hand,  reported  a 
very  successful  season  during  1901,  and  every  pros- 
pect of  a  good  one  during  the  next.  I  hear  it  is 
contemplated  to  attend  to  a  little  restocking  of 
the  lower  waters  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
A  match  has  recently  been  held  on  the  river  Hull  by 
the  secretaries  of  some  of  the  most  prominent 
societies  in  the  city,  the  principal  prize  winners  being 
Messrs.  J.  Thompson,  G.  Simmonds,  J.  Wilkinson, 
and  J.  Wright ;  and  special  prizes  for  heaviest  roach 
and  dace  by  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Jameson. 
The  members  of  the  Kingston  Rovers  Angling 
Society  held  a  most  successful  smoking  concert 
the  other  evening  at  their  headquarters,  and 
during  the  evening  a  presentation  was  made  to  the 
hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  Gray,  for  his  services  to  the 
society  for  the  past  two  years,  and  Mr.  G.  Addy  was 
the  recipient  of  a  prize  for  the  heaviest  aggregate 
during  the  year. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Atherton  centre  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  was  held  on  Saturday 
last  at  Tyldesley.  About  forty  sat  down.  A  very 
good  programme  of  harmony,  etc.,  was  provided  and 
occupied  the  time  available  up  to  "limit."  A 
very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  by  all  present. 
The  Tyldesley  anglers  are  disappointed  that  no  club 
will  entertain  a  friendly  match  with  them.  Hopes 
were  entertained  that  the  Amateurs,  Wigan,  would 
oblige,  but  negotiations  fell  through.  The  Fails- 
worth  and  District  Angling  Society  have  just 
disposed  of  the  usual  two  annual  events,  dinner 
and  meeting.  All  departments  in  connection  with 
this  society  are  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  they 
commence  the  new  year  with  a  good  executive. 
At  the  last  committee  meeting  of  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  a  vote  of  sympathy  was  passed  to 
the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  Mawson,  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  Association.  A  sub-committee 
was  appointed  whose  duty  will  be  to  report  on  a 
scheme  for  the  further  development  of  the  River 
Bollin.  The  books  of  the  Association  close  on  Dec.  1 
next  and  reopen  on  Dec.  2  for  a  new  year,  for  weigh- 
ing in,  etc.,  but  the  present  membership  exists  until 
Dec.  31.  It  has  been  decided  to  promote  a  match 
for  the  benefit  of  the  benevolent  fund.  The  entrance 
fee  will  be  Is.,  and  this  payment  entitles  the  com- 
petitor to  full  membership  of  the  fund  for  the  year. 
This  is  a  capital  idea,  and  ought  to  be  well  supported. 
Our  rivers  are  all  in  flood,  and  of  course  not  affording 
much  sport ;  it  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  the  bailiffs 
report  a  most  satisfactory  number  of  fish  in  the  said 
streams  bent  on  spawning  operations  ;  next  year  the 
issue  of  travelling  cards  by  the  P. A. A.  is  said  to  be  on 
a  most  improved  and  convenient  style.  Angling  mat- 
ters at  Liverpool  continue  to  be  interesting,  there  is 
any  amount  of  life  in  that  district,  and  they  are  at  it 
every  week  ding  dong.  The  Plashes  at  Northwich  and 
Winsford  are  worth  a  visit,  so  is  Little  Budworth. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  new  club  has  been  added  to  our  city  list  (the 
Convivial  Angling  Society),  with  headquarters  in 
C.-on-M.  (Cottenham-street).  Councillor  O'Doherty 
has  taken  this  club  under  his  wing.  Mr.  Dixon  is 
president,  Mr.  Simpson  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Tebb 
secretary.  They  have  already  had  an  outing  to 
Chester.  The  next  meeting  is  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Nov.  20.  It  is  intended  to  cater  for  angling 
at  the  lowest  cost  possible  without  neglecting 
efficiency.  The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the 
Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society  were  held  on  the  7th  and 
12th  at  headquarters.  This  society  has  had  a  prosper- 
ous year,  and  view  the  future  with  pleasure.  Several 
of  our  city  rods  have  been  going  in  for  sea-fishing 
with  fairly  satisfactory  results.  Another  item  as  illus- 
trating the  old  saying  that  truth  is  stranger  than 
fiction,  has  reached  this  city.  An  angler  was  fishing 
the  W.  A.  A.  water  at  Lymm  a  few  days  ago.  He  was 
watching  a  heron  at  the  other  side  fishing  also,  and 
suddenly  transfixed  an  eel  and  flew  with  it  across  the 
water  into  the  fleld  behind  our  fi  lend.  A  rush  was  made 
at  the  heron  which,  in  great  haste,  left  behind  the  eel  of 
3 Jib.  Answering  enquiries  as  to  where  pike  and  grayling 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS  are  the  Ijest, 
cheapest,  and  most  popular  remecUes  at  all  seasons,  and  under 
all  circumstances  they  may  be  used  with  safety,  and  with  the 
certainty  of  doing  good.  Eruptions,  rashes,  and  all  descriptions 
of  skin  diseases,  sores,  ulcerations,  and  burns  are  quickly 
benefited,  and  ultimately  cured  by  these  healing,  soothing,  and 
purifying  medicaments.  The  Ointment  rubbed  upon  the 
abdomen  checks  all  tendency  to  irritation  in  the  bowels,  and 
averts  diarrhcea  and  other  disorders  of  the  intestines  frequently 
prevailine  through  the  summer  and  fruit  seasons.  Heat  bumps, 
blotches,  pimples,  inflanmiations  of  the  skin,  muscular  pains, 
neuralgic  affections,  and  enlarged  glands  can  be  effectively 
overcome  by  using  HoUoway's  remedies  according  to  the 
instructions  accompanying  every  packet. 


fishing  can  be  obtained,  "  One  Who  Knows  "  advises 
the  Amber,  at  Ambergate,  for  grayling  and  coarse  fish, 
and  the  Derwent,  below  Whatstandwell,  for  pike. 
Visitors  will  get  all  necessary  pormits  at  local 
hostelries  in  return  for  their  patronage.  The  Levens- 
hulme  have  just  concluded  another  successful  year 
and  elected  a  new  executive.  Their  anniversary 
dinner  takes  place  on  Nov.  28.  The  annual  business 
meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Society  took 
place  on  the  14th  at  headquarters.  Several  decent 
pike  have  found  their  way  to  this  city  lately  from  the 
Flashes  at  Northwich. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  long  desired  rain  has  come  at  last.  Since 
Monday  scarcely  an  hour  has  passed  without  it,  and 
at  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising  rapidly. 
Five  feet  of  extra  water  was  running,  and  the  rise  was 
sweeping  before  it  tons  of  loose  weed  and  other 
refuse.  Anglers  are  in  high  glee,  for  they  know 
that  as  soon  as  the  river  again  settles  down 
sport  of  a  decidedly  improved  character  will  be 
met  with.  Pike  anglers  were  out  at  Shardlow 
on  Nov.  7,  but  few  runs  were  obtained.  On  Nov.  8, 
one  of  the  subscribers  took  six  or  seven  handsome 
chub  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm,  and  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  Nov.  9,  Mr.  A.  Dobson  secured 
flve  with  pith  (pith  and  brains).  The  heaviest 
fish  that  fell  to  the  worm  scaled  31b.  Goz.  On 
the  Pride  of  Derby  club's  section,  on  Saturday 
(Nov.  9),  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  H.  E. 
iJirks  were  again  to  the  fore  amongst  roach,  and 
a  moderate  bag  was  secured  lower  down  the  length  by 
Mr.  E.  Bayley.  Gentles  accounted  for  the  whole,  and 
they  are  daily  growing  more  difficult  to  obtain.  Pike, 
before  the  rise,  were  taken  at  Kelham,  Averham, 
Rolleston,  Shelford  and  Walstoke,  and  on  a  ducal 
lake  Mr.  Sam  Pogson  was  credited  with  the  capture 
of  a  leviathan  weighing  27^1b.  Members  of  the  City 
Waltonians  have  visited  Matlock  and  Swineshead,  and 
have  returned  with  grayling,  dace,  perch,  and  roach. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  outlook  for  anglers  at  the  present  moment  is 
very  poor  indeed,  and  those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  visit  the  waterside  for  the  week 
end  are  congratulating  themselves.  There  were 
not  many  sportsmen  out,  but  those  who 
did  wet  their  lines  were  fairly  well  repaid.  The 
Trent,  lower  then  than  for  many  years,  fished  very 
well  indeed,  and  there  were  some  nice  catches  of 
roach  running  up  to  151b.  per  angler.  The  fish  were 
about  half  a  pound  apiece,  and  were  all  caught  with 
the  maggot.  Carlton  proved  the  best  fishing  ground. 
The  Witham  also  did  well,  roach  being  plentiful. 
At  Dogdyke  several  chub  were  also  landed,  included 
amongst  them  being  a  21b.  specimen.  Pike  fishing 
was  fairly  good,  the  best  fish  pulling  the  scale  at  91b. 
Live  bait  was  the  most  effective.  The  heavy  down- 
pour  is  causing  the  waters  to  be  very  much  swollen, 
and  at  present  the  outlook  is  against  any  more  fishing 
this  side  of  Christmas. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Only  a  limited  number  of  rods  have  been  out  this 
week,  most  of  them  had  very  fair  sport.  The  rivers 
are  exceedingly  low  and  fine,  and  there  are  still 
a  lot  of  leaves  floating  down,  but  not  enough  to 
seriously  interfere  with  fly  fishing,  which  among 
the  grayling  and  dace  has  been  very  successful ; 
some  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  maggot 
in  the  Teme,  some  of  the  grayling  being  very  fine.  In 
this  river  several  good  pike  were  taken,  four  very 
fine  fish  from  the  Knightsford  Bridge  district, 
two  of  them  over  121b.,  and  one  angler  took 
three  fish  near  Powick  Weir,  all  of  good  size.  Pike 
have  also  been  feeding  well  in  the  Severn  and  Avon, 
from  Camp  to  Lenchford  a  quantity  of  fish  have  been 
taken — one  8Jlb.,  another  61b.,  the  others  small ;  most 
of  them  taken  with  the  spoon  bait.  In  the  Avon 
live  baits  proved  the  best  lure,  but  several  fish 
were  taken  with  the  dead  gorge — Wyre,  Pershore, 
Eckington,  and  Twyning  Fleet  being  the  best 
fishing  grounds.  Tilr.  Sandford  had  three  large 
fish  at  the  latter  place ;  Mr.  W.  Smithson,  a  141b.  and 
S^lb.  near  Fledbury ;  F.  Champkin,  several  good  fish 
at  Pershore.  Roach  have  been  taken  in  quantities 
with  stewed  wheat  and  paste  and  in  the  Severn 
with  the  maggot.  Mr.  J.  Jones  and  T.  Rogers 
had  SJlb.  and  101b.  on  Nov.  11  with  this  bait. 
Chub  fishing  with  blood  and  brains  and  with 
the  cheese  paste  has  been  good.  Messrs.  Thomas, 
Williams,  Stokes,  Smith,  and  Tyler  had  capital 
catches,  and  the  fish  large  in  size.  At  the  solici- 
tation of  the  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation the  Worcester  City  Council  have  elected 
Mr.  Louis  F.  Higgs  (president  of  the  Association) 
as  one  of  their  representatives  on  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  and  as  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
have  consented  to  invest  members  of  the  several  ang- 
ling clubs  with  authority  as  hon.  water  bailiffs,  the 
Severn  will  be  better  looked  after  in  the  future  than 
it  has  been  in  the  past,  and  it  is  hoped  a  lot  of  illegal 
fishing  will  be  stopped. 
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GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY 

Makers  of  SLOE  GIN,  CHERRY  WHISKY,  and  other  Choice  Liqaeurs. 

The  Sportsman's  Quality  is  specially  prepared  for  exercise 
in  the  open  air.      The  Best  Tonic  for  Sportsmen. 


SOLD  BY  WINE  MERCHANTS  AND  HOTEL  KEEPERS. 


fTHOlVIAS   GRANT*   &,    SONS,  DistillePS,  MAIDSTONE. 


HOLLAND'S 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialities : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&e. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKINGJ 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish:  | 

Trout,  Rainbows  Char,  Grayling:,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 
LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS   FORD,  m 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


FLOATING 


Prices 
on 

application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate. 
40  years'  experience. 


FLIES  ■  doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 
"A  thorou£:hly  eood  Sporting:  Paper."— Beistoi,  Times. 

"LAND  AND~WATER " 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroushly  reoiganised  by  the  present  Proprietors  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  al 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  SportiiTg  Writers 
and^oon'''  ^I'lcia.l  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting, 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says  :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary.  Land  and  Water 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  Tits  com 
prehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON.  W.C. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.G. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


'DON'T  COUCH  USE 
KEATINC'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUCH. 


Any  Doctor  wili.  tell  you,  "there 
Ib  no  better  CouKh  Medicine."— One  tiivos 
relief :  if  you  suffer  from  coufih  try  them 
but  once;  they  u  ill  cure,  and  they  uill 
not  injure  your  health;  an  increasing 
Bale  of  over  80  yearei  is  a  certain  test  ol 
their  value.   Sold  iu  lS]d.  tins. 


The  Best  Weelcly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

82  PAOES  OP  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d, ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household 

^  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  oonoise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.O.G.,"  In  every  Issue. 
Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 
A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress, 
"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 
Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 
The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  featureai 
There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 
The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Kailway  Bookstalla,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

Last  week  angling,  in  common  with  out-door 
sports  generally,  was  greatly  interfered  with  by  the 
November  fogs,  and  when  these  cleared  away  there 
were  heavy  rains  early  this  week,  accompanied  or  fol- 
lowed by  tempestuous  north-easterly  winds.  So  far 
from  the  rivers  now  being  low  and  clear,  which  was 
their  condition  at  the  week-end,  the  accounts  show  an 
exactly  opposite  state  of  things,  streams  bankful  and 
not  infrequently  overflowing.  Waltonians  experience 
most  uncertain  degrees  of  pleasure,  and  enjoy  only 
minor  sport  under  circumstances  so  varied.  Before 
the  storm  came  pike  were  taken,  but  not  in  large 
numbers  from  the  Upper  Derwent.  In  the  Swale 
at  Catterick  and  Richmond  there  was  fairly 
good  sport  in  fly-fishing  for  grayling.  In  the  Ure 
some  good  fish  were  taken  with  the  Harrogate  spinner 
and  live  bait,  one  weighing  121b.;  this  was  on  the 
Middleham  lengths.  In  the  Boroughbridge  waters, 
also,  pike  are  plentiful,  but  no  big  weights  were 
reported.  Tadcaster  reports  showed  that  Wharfe 
angling  had  lately  been  at  a  standstill.  Grayling 
fishmg  was  improved  by  the  frosts,  and  Mr.  John 
E.  Miller,  of  Leeds,  the  Rev.  S.  Patterson,  the 
Rev.  J.  Murphy,  J.  Blades,  and  others  had  fine  sport. 
Mr.  Henry  Caley,  fishing  for  pike  in  the  Ure  below 
Middleham,  hooked  a  fine  pike  36  inches  long,  IC  inches 
girth,  and  weighing  121b.  He  sent  it  to  the  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot  in  Leeds,  to  be  set  up  in  a  case  along 
vnth  a  similar  fish  he  caught  recently  in  the  same 
pool. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  Holborn  on 
Monday  evening,  and  some  capital  trays  of  fish  were 
exhibited.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  brought  up  from 
Newbury  a  brace  of  pike  weighing  ll^lb.  the  pair 
and  Mr.  Frank  Ward  contributed  one  pike  of  61b! 
The  first-named  gentleman  was  unfortunate  in  having 
only  a  limited  supply  of  live  bait,  or  his  bag  would 
have  been  a  heavy  one  as  the  jack  were  feeding  well. 


Mr.  Frank  Ward  in  two  days  took  altogether  three 
brace  of  pike  at  Newbury,  but  none  were  above  the 
weight  of  the  one  he  exhibited.    Mr.  Bywaters,  in 
giving  his  experiences,  mentioned  that  he  had  been  to 
Uxbridge  several  times,  and  had  superintended  cer- 
tain work  which  was  being  carried  out  to  improve 
the  fishing,  banks,  etc.     He  has  taken  a  deal  of 
trouble  and  devoted  a  considerable  amount  of  time  to 
the  naatter,  and  well  deserved  the  thanks  which  were 
unanimously  accorded  him  for  what  he  had  been  good 
enough  to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  members  fishing 
the  society's  Uxbridge  water.    In  consequence  of 
repairs  to  the  camp  sheathing  below  the  Mill  by  the 
General  Elliott,  it  had  been  necessary  in  order  to  save 
the  fish  in  the  tail  to  net.    Nearly  a  thousand  roach, 
dace,  perch,  and  bream  had  been  transferred  to  the 
main  stream,  some  of  the  roach  going  nearly  21b  in 
weight  and  many  of  the  dace  being  close  upon  lib 
Mr.  R.  Bradford  and  Mr.  Russell  had  assisted  With. 
Mr.  Bywaters  in  this  operation,  and  the  three  gentle- 
men named  were  thanked  for  their  services  in  the 
direction  indicated.    Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson  had  paid  a 
visit  to  the  Avon  and  had  taken  roach  up  to  lib 
12oz.   and  pike  to  91b.    He  brought  from  New- 
bury a  chub  of  31b.  5oz.  and  a  dish  of  plump 
roach.     Mr.   M.   de   Courcy    had    caught  several 
dace  at  Uxbridge  with  the  fly,  but  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher 
could  not  get  the  roach  to  take.    The  river  is  some- 
what foul  with  dead  and  decaying  leaves,  and  until 
there  comes  about  a  push  of  water  roach-fishing  will 
be  somewhat  slack.    The  members  were  glad  to  see 
amongst  them  again  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  who  has 
been  confined  to  the  house  through  indisposition.  He 
was  warmly  congratulated  upon  his  recovery  by  all 
present.    Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  reported  having  a  good  day 
amongst  the  grayling  in  Hampshire,  his  largest  leash 
weighing  51b.    Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  and  A.  C.  Poole  had 
been  to  Hungerford,  but  stated  that  the  "  tailors " 
were  more  in  evidence  than  ever.    As  a  result,  the 
bags  of  both  were  exceedingly  light.    I  may  remind 
members  that  the  annual  supper  comes  off  on  Monday 
week,  the  25th  inst.,  at  the  Holborn.    There  will  be 
an  excellent  musical  entertainment  to  follow.  1 

M.  DB  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of.  members  at  the  Restau- 
rant Frascati,  on  Nov.  13,  at  8  p.m.,  Dr.  Semple  in 
the  chair,   after   the   usual  business,  reports  were 
read  from  thoi  society's  agents  at  Ballycotton,  Deal, 
East  Looe,  and  Southwold,  and  special  reports  from 
Mr.  John  J.  Green  who  had  been  fishing  at  Dunglas 
Donegal,  in  one  day,  two  hundred  and  fifty  "Glasson," 
fishing  with  five  white  flies  on  a  salmon  cast.    Mr.  A 
St.  John,  at  Fowey,  with  two  friends,  in  two  days 
took  from  2cwt.  to  3cwt.  pollack,  lib.  to  91b.  Mr 
Petrzwalski  reported  upon  the  fishing  at  Margate. 
Telegram  from  Deal  was  read  that  there  had  been 
good  takes  of  sprat.  Verbal  reports  were  received  from 
Mr.  Connellan  fishing  at  Deal  Nov.  9,  but  poor  takes  of 
fish,  the  sprats  not  being  in  ;  his  individual  take  was 
three  score  but  he  only  weighed  in  twelve  in  tho 
"  Gresham  "  competition  ;  afterwards  tried  further  up 
the    bay  with    Mr.   Vail,  twenty-nine  fish  each 
alone  on  Monday  two  score  and  five.    Mr.  Drj 
den  had  been  fishing  successfully  at  Margate  with 
a  double  paternoster  one  over  the  other  with  hi^ 
son,     and    Mr.    Brockman     took  thirty-four  fine 
dabs,    eleven    whiting    pout    and    forty  codling. 
Mr.  Croft  Handley,  at  Southend,  in  spite  of  the  bad 
weather,  had  caught  a  score  of  sand  dabs,  now  iu  good 
condition.     Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon,  at  Deal,  with  Mr. 
Cawley,  had  taken  six  score  whiting  and  seven  dabs ; 
on  Saturday  six  score  and  two  dabs.    Again,  fishiDg 
well  down  the  bay,  seven  score  and  four  whiting  and  a 
few  pouting.    Mr.  Pickup  reported  that  few  pollack 
had  been  taken  at  Deal,  Mr.  Beasley  had  a  few,  Mr. 
Churchward  and  friend  had  taken  eight  and-a-half 
score  and  a  21b.  chad.    Mr.  Bates  submitted  a  speci- 
men of  a  very  strong  line,  the  strongest  he  had  ever 
tried — maker  Leadall ;  testimony  to  its  excellence  wns 
generally  given.   Mr.  Mignot,  at  Burnham-on-Crouch, 
took    180    whiting,    though   weather   was  .by  no 
means  propitious.    The  chairman  notified  that,  :cn 
Nov.  20,  at  the  ordinary  meeting  at  Frascati's,  there, 
would  be  an  exhibition  of  fishing-tackle  at  8  p.m. 
On  Nov.  27,  a  paper  would  be  read  by  Mr.  J.  S. 
Churchward  upon  "  River  Erosion."    Dec.  4,  a  paper 
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illustrated  by  lantern  slides  (the  presence  of  ladies 
being  invited)  by  Mr.  0.  Hussey,  and  on  Dec.  11  a 
smoking  concert  at  8  p.m.,  on  which  evening  the  "  Sar- 
oelle  "  cup  and  medals  will  be  presented  to  the  winners  ; 
members  and  friends  willing  to  assist  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  the  entertainment  committee, 
through  the  secretary.  With  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman,  and  the  usual  toast  of  the  society, 
the  meeting  terminated. 

W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  C.  p.  F.  Buckingham  occupied  the  chair  at  last 
Tuesday  evening's  meeting  of  the  society.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance  of  members.  On  the  previous  Satur- 
day the  society  held  the  competition  for  the  challenge 
cup  at  Deal ;  nineteen  members  competed,  seventeen 
of  whom  weighed  in.  The  size  of  the  fish  taken  was 
very  poor  as  compared  with  the  experience  of  other 
years  ;  the  number  of  fish  weighed  and  here  recorded 
only  represents  about  one-fifth  of  the  weight  taken,  as 
no  whiting  were  accepted  below  the  society's  standard 
of  12  inches.  It  is  an  established  principle  of  the 
society  only  to  accept  specimen  fish,  and  those  recorded 
were  all  sizeable. 


Mr.  J.  Basten  wins  the  cup 

with 

lb. 

oz. 

31  fish,  weighing  17 

8 

,,  T.  Gibson  was  second  . 

•  21  „ 

12 

0 

,,  Mark  Da  vies  was  third 
Other  captures  were  : — 

21  „ 

11 

2 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  

.    9  „ 

7 

0 

„  A.  A.  Eaison  

..  11  „ 

6 

0 

,,  J.  Jacques   

■  11  „ 

6 

12 

,,  P.  W.  Norman     ...  . 

■  13  >, 

^ 

0 

„  G.  Maull   

•  16  „ 

9 

0 

„  W.  Marshall  

■  15  „ 

6 

12 

„  G.  Allen  

•  15  >, 

2 

,,  J.  P.  Connellan    ...  . 

•  13  „ 

9 

8 

„  P.  L.  Borthwick  ...  . 

■  12  „ 

7 

8 

„  C.  P.  P.  Buckingham  . 

.    9  „ 

»  4 

12 

„  T.  H.  Milliken     ...  . 

•  12  „ 

7 

0 

„  H.  H.  Lewis  

.    9  „ 

7 

12 

,,  S.  J.  Chasteney    ...  . 

.  11  „ 

6 

8 

„  F.  Page  

.  13  „ 

12 

Totals 

242 

142 

0 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  fish  improved  very  much 
in  size  and  quality.  Mr.  Davies  had  a  very  good  basket, 
Mr.  Parker  also ;  Mr.  Allen,  some  fine  whiting,  a 
couple  of  plaice,  and  two  codling ;  Mr.  Marshall,  a 
similar  experience  ;  and  Mr.  Basten,  in  the  two  days, 
seven  and  a  half  score ;  Mr.  Connellan  and  Mr.  Vail 
each  had  twenty-nine  fish.  Mr.  Connellan,  fishing 
again  with  Baker,  had  two  score  and  five.  One  of  this 
last  party  captured  a  petrified  parrot  from  afar,  but 
amid  the  amusement  caused  by  the  recital  of  the 
incident  the  writer  omitted  to  ascertain  ,to  whom 
the  honour  of  capture  belonged.  Mr.  Buckingham 
had  a  basket  of  good  sized  whiting.  The  boat- 
men thought  on  Tuesday  that  when  the  force  of 
the  gale  had  abated  the  sprat  and  herring  would 
be  in,  and  only  then  could  good  sport  be  looked  for 
with  any  certainty.  Other  anglers'  reports  were : 
Mr.  Leith,  who  had  had  one  day  at  Ramsgate; 
the  fishing  was  indifferent,  he  had  thirty.  Messrs. 
Beamont,  Lloyd,  Clark,  and  Gilbert,  fishing  together 
at  Burnham,  had  over  three  hundred  fish  between 
them.  Mr.  Wertheim  was  on  the  same  river,  but 
lost  himself  in  the  fog  after  getting  ashore,  and  did 
not  ascertain  his  whereabouts  in  time  to  catch  the 
last  train  for  town.  Mr.  Mignot  had  fish  at  Burn- 
ham,  Mr.  Gill  was  not  successful  roach  fishing  at 
Kelvedon,  nor  was  Mr.  Hicks,  but  Mr.  Emery,  fishing 
other  waters,  had  some  good  roach  and  chub.  On 
Tuesday  (Nov.  19)  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  is  arranging 
an  evening  with  microscopes,  and  bearing  in  mind 
the  success  he  achieved  on  a  similar  occasion  last 
year,  members  and  their  friends  may  look  forward  to 
an  enjoyable  evening. 

Manchester  Hotel,  J.  H.  Walkee,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  F.  J.  HuDD  presided  over  our  meeting  on  Nov. 
13.  Mr.  J.  Potter  submitted  some  interesting  draw- 
ings showing  suggested  improvements  for  the  club 
fishing,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  matter  and  report  to  the  society.  Fishing 
reports  show  a  great  improvement.  From  the  club 
svater  Messrs.  F.  Berry  and  T.  Stone  have  taken  a 
number  of  pike,  the  best  (taken  by  the  former)  weigh- 
ing 6 Jib.,  and  no  doubt  their  removal  will  save  many 
1  spawning  trout.  Mr.  Berry  also  caught  and 
returned  four  good  trout,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
;hat  grayling  appear  to  be  showing  up,  he  having 
;aken  several.  Mr.  J.  Potter  took  roach  up  to  llb.2oz., 
md  had  the  unusual  experience  of  taking  seventeen 
ihub  from  one  swim.  Mr.  H.  Dun  caught  and 
returned  five  trout,  and  Mr,  Weetrup  took  three  chub, 
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All  the  above  were  from  the  club  water.  From  other 
waters,  Mr.  P.  Berry  had  151b.  of  perch,  and  roach  up 
to  IJlb.  each.  Mr.  S.  Stone  between  201b.  and  301b.  of 
pike,  best  fish  81b.  Mr.  Burton  3J  doz.  whiting  and 
some  good  dabs.  Mr.  Berry  ably  responded  to  the 
toast  of  the  successful  angler  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  concluded  an  interesting  meeting. — G.  W. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


WniTiNa  fishing  continues  good.  Messrs.  J.  Crane 
and  T.  Garwood  took  ten  score  on  Nov.  7.  On 
Saturday  (Nov.  9)  an  open  whiting  sweepstakes  was 
held  off  Piu  Mill,  the  result  being :  Messrs.  C.  Sawer, 
93;  J.  Crane,  92;  T.  Turner,  92;  W.  Halls,  53;  A. 
Woods,  53 ;  C.  Dunnett,  42 ;  T.  Bax,  42 ;  E.  Burgess, 
34  ;  H.  Sage,  34.  Mr.  F.  H.  Borrett  and  Mr.  J.  Burkitt 
report  catches  of  pike  at  Dedham  and  Needham,  but 
nothing  very  large.  A  smoking  concert  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday  (Nov.  20),  programmes  for  which 
(3d.  each)  may  be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the 
committee  after  Monday  (Nov.  18).  At  the  general 
meeting  on  Dec.  13  a  paper  will  be  given  by  Mr. 
William  King  (proprietor  of  King's  Natural  Bait)  on 
"Fish  Cookery,"  and  at  the  meeting  on  Jan.  10, 
Mr.  Prank  Woolnough,  Curator  of  Ipswich  Museum, 
has  promised  to  give  a  lantern  lecture  on  the  "  Life 
Story  of  a  Pike."  H.  C.  Westgate. 


ANSWERS  TO  COREESPONDENTS. 

J.  Ddddle. — There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  dis- 
tinguishing a  roach  from  a  dace.  Some  time  ago  we 
gave  illustrations  of  the  roach,  rudd,  dace,  and  chub, 
and  may  shortly  reproduce  them. 


Cottesponbence* 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


OVER-FISHING  BY  MAN,  BIRDS,  AND  PISH. 

Deae  Sib, — In  1376  Parliament  was  petitioned  to 
stop  by  immediate  legislative  interference  the  increas- 
ing damage  done  by  alleged  excessive  local  sea  fishing 
by  British  fishermen. 

This  agitation  arose  against  the  further  employment 
of  a  new  engine  or  instrument,  "  conceitedly  and 
cunningly  contrived,"  called  a  "  Wondy-Chotm,"  which 
was  accused  of  destroying  the  spawn  of  fish  and  the 
spat  of  oysters  and  mussels. 

Introduced  about  1369,  the  "  Wondy-Choun"  was 
probably  an  English  invention  of  the  original  beam- 
trawl  or  trail-net  for  deep-sea  fishing. 

The  present  successors  of  these  fourteenth  century 
grievance-mongers  are  well-meaning  but  ill-informed 
fish  trade  quacks,  who  publicly  pose  as  the  promul- 
gators of  the  so-styled  "  Immatmre  Pish  Questions." 
They  ignore  the  elements  of  the  natural  history  of 
marine  fish  life. 

They  apparently  sanction  the  eating  of  whitebait  (a 
generic  term  for  immature  fish,  chiefly  herrings  and 
sprats).  They  raise  no  objection  to  the  use  of  lobster 
eggs  (though  almost  tasteless)  in  sauces  for  fish.  They 
permit  the  caviare  or  sturgeon  egg  trade,  and  the  eating 
of  the  roes  or  eggs  of  herrings,  cod,  perch,  pike,  red 
mullet,  etc. 

Daily  sea  birds  eat  myriads  of  millions  of  fish  eggs, 
of  fish  fry,  of  baby  fish,  and  of  sexually  immature  fish, 
besides  multitudes  of  the  fattest  and  finest  mature 
table  fish,  often  filled  with  ripe  roes. 

At  the  mouths  of  salmon  rivers,  sea-gulls  feast  on 
salmon  and  sea-trout  of  all  ages,  from  the  egg  upwards. 

In  every  twenty-four  hours  these  winged  anglers 
probably  do  more  injury  to  the  sea  fisheries  than  all 
the  united  fish-catching  engines  and  instruments  of 
man  in  an  entire  century. 

Such  evils  are  augmented  and  aggravated  by  these 
winged  fish  poachers  feeding  only  upon  the  best  food 
fishes  and  eggs,  leaving  untouched  predatory  fish  and 
their  eggs,  especially  those  of  the  dogfish  and  shark. 

Sinking  only  when  dying  or  dead,  the  living  and 
fertilised  eggs  of  most  sea-water  fishes  float  about  or 
near  the  surface.  Hence  deep-sea  trawling  cannot 
injure  such  living  floating  eggs. 

Many  fresh-water  fish  deposit  their  living  and 
fertilised  eggs  close  to  the  bottom  of  inland  waters, 
or  upon  stones,  rocks,  aquatic  plants,  etc. 

Marine  food  fishes  are  preyed  upon  by  birds  and 
predatory  fishes,  including  the  ever-hungry  dogfish 
and  shark  tribes. 

Troups  of  dogfish  will  encircle  and  devour  shoals  of 
herrings,  whiting,  haddock,  young  cod,  etc. 

To  protect  our  marine  food  fishes  the  extermination 
of  the  dogfish  and  shark  species  is  advisable. 

The  bodies  of  dogfishes  and  sharks  yield  commercial 
fish  oils.  Their  skeletons  are  rich  in  phosphorus  and 
lime,  which,  with  their  bodies  rich  in  nitrogen,  worked 
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up  as  fish  flour  make  excellent  agricultural  manure. 
Their  dried  skins  can  be  manufactured  into  leather 
for  special  purposes,  or  else  be  used  to  polish  wood 
and  ivory. 

An  excessive  increase  in  predatory  sea  fishes  might 
practically  extinguish  the  marine  food  fishes. 

Then  the  predatory  sea  fish  would  be  forced  to 
devour  their  own  eggs  and  young.  Especially  when 
pushed  for  food,  fish  are  cannibals. 

An  excess  of  sea  birds  would  first  exhaust  and 
exterminate  marine  food  fishes.  These  hungry  birds 
would  next  eat  up  the  predatory  fishes  and  their  eggs, 
and  other  fishes  considered  at  present  too  coarse  for 
table  or  market. 

Taken  in  time,  man  could  restore  the  "  balance  in 
nature  "  by  destroying  marine  birds  and  their  eggs. 

The  waste  products  of  factories,  gas  works,  etc.,  as 
well  as  filth,  sewage,  and  silt,  continually  poured  into 
rivers,  estuaries,  lakes,  and  ponds  make  the  life  of  fish 
and  other  aquatic  animals,  including  many  of  those 
used  for  fish  baits,  an  impossibility. 

The  late  Matthias  Dunn,  of  Mevagissey,  considered 
that  frequent  trawling  over  the  same  area  tended  to 
so  disturb  the  plants  upon  the  aquatic  bottom  that, 
deprived  of  such  food  and  "  shelter"  for  their  young, 
fish  often  deserted  such  grounds. 

However,  I  am  inclined  to  question  the  accuracy  of 
such  an  alleged  fact,  as  fish,  being  wild  animals,  change 
their  homes  for  many  other  reasons  and  purposes. 

Many  shellfish,  oysters,  molluscs,  etc.,  thrive 
in  sewage-fed  waters,  hence  the  Chinese,  from  time 
immemorial,  have  fed  their  inland  fish  and  pearl- 
growing  oysters  upon  human  and  other  f;eces. — Yours 
truly,        J.  Lawrence-Hamilton,  M.R.C.S., 

Late  Honorary  President  Fishermen's  Federation. 

30,  Sussex-square,  Brighton. 

[There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Sea  Birds'  Pro- 
tection Act  will  require  modification,  as  in  some 
districts  they  are  getting  more  than  their  fair  share 
of  the  fish.  Seals  are  also  doing  damage  to  our  salmon 
fisheries,  which  might  be  stopped. — Ed.] 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 

Dear  Sib, — Your  correspondent  "Fly"  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  sport  he  has  had,  and  may  well 
make  an  old  stager  like  myself  envious. 

I  have  fished  in  Cornwall  from  Launceston  to  Pen- 
zance, and  for  some  nine  hundred  trout  taken  in  four 
different  years  make  my  average  just  five-and-a-half  to 
the  pound,  all  fish  under  seven  inches  being  returned, 
and  this  I  have  always  understood  is  well  over  the 
usual  weight  for  the  western  streams. 

The  best  fish  was  one  of  l\Vo.  from  the  Camel,  which 
I  consider  by  far  the  best  river  in  the  county.  There 
were  about  a  dozen  between  9oz.  and  12oz.,  and  half- 
pounders  were  not  by  any  means  to  be  got  every  day. 
My  best  basket  was  one  of  thirty  from  strictly  pre- 
served water  and  weighed  5|lb.  Quite  nine-tenths  of 
my  fish  were  got  by  fine  worm  fishing,  as  there  is 
very  little  water  suitable  for  fly  owing  to  the  best  fish 
being  always  in  places  that  are  extremely  overhung 
with  bushes  and  trees. 

As  one  goes  west  the  trout,  I  have  always  found, 
get  smaller,  and  I  find  an  entry  of  twenty  got  near 
Penzance  weighing  3Ib.,  which  is  a  pretty  fair  sample 
of  what  one  may  expect  in  that  district. 

I  only  wish  I  could  discover  a  place  where  trout 
averaging  12oz.,  or  even  8oz.,  can  be  got  for  the  asking, 
but  I  have  never  yet  come  across  it  on  this  side  of  the 
Irish  Sea. 

But  local  weights  vary,  as  in  Wales,  for  instance, 
where  it  is  the  custom  to  call  six-inch  trout  quarter- 
pounders.  This  I  may  call  the  colloquial  weight  as 
distinguished  from  the  standard  weight,  and  there  is 
also  what  is  known  as  fisherman's  weight,  which 
probably  diiiers  from  both.  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
wish  to  cast  any  doubt  on  the  splendid  results  obtained 
by  "  Fly,"  but  only  to  warn  my  brother  fishermen  that 
they  must  not  expect  to  do  as  much  or  anything  like 
it.  But  if,  like  myself,  they  prefer  good  air  to  a  few 
big  fish,  they  will  get  it  better  in  Cornwall  than  in  any 
county  in  England. — Yours  truly,      J.  P.  Wright, 


Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Simms,  in  your  issue  of  Nov,  9, 
admits  he  understood  what  I  desired  to  convey  in 
my  first  letter.  There  was  no  need,  therefore,  for 
his  asking  the  question  of  my  meaning.  I  do  not 
agree  with  Mr.  Simms  that  west  country  trout  are 
only  as  large  as  medium-sized  gudgeon.  If  he  doubts 
me,  let  him  trj'  the  Usk  below  Abergavenny,  or  some 
parts  of  the  Monnow,  provided  he  is  fortunate  enough 
to  gain  access  to  the  latter  stream.  I  fancy  then  he 
will  change  his  mind  about  there  being  fingerlings  only 
in  those  rivers. — Yours  faithfully, 

Ernest  Webster, 
Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society, 


FISHING  AT  TENBY. 
Dear  Sib, — I  have  read  Mr.  Mathias  Thomas's 
letter  in  your  issue  of  Nov.  2  with  great  pleasure, 
more  especially  bo  aa  it  Beta  at  rest  a  doubt  which  has 
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existed  in  my  mind— namely,  whether  there  were  any 
catchable  fish  romid  Tenby  or  not. 

J ust  consider,  sir,  what  a  grand  thing  it  would  be 
for  the  place  if  the  clerk  of  the  weather  could  only  be 
persuaded  to  ensure  a  few  mild  winters.  Why  Tenby 
would  be  made  !  And  the  rush  of  anglers  (especially 
from  the  east  coast)  would  be  something  for  the  hotel- 
keepers  to  dream  about.  Then  the  corporation  would 
have  to  erect  a  statue  to  Messrs.  M.  Thomas  and 
Howells,  with  their  arms  entwined  round  each  other's 
necks,  the  one  waving  a  rod  and  the  other  a  receipt  for 
the  pier,  and  underneath  an  inscription,  "  By  them- 
selves they  did  it." 

Perhaps  Mr.  M.  Thomas  can  enlighten  me  on  the 
subject  of  the  origin  of  the  name  "  Jones'  Bay  "  (where 
the  dog-fish  come  from)  ?  And  also  why  local  tradition 
should  invest  the  "  Tail  o'  Margats"  (sic)  in  a  westerly 
breeze  (strong)  with  the  properties  of  a  panacea  for  all 
ills  ?— Yours  truly,       One  Who  has  Been  There. 


FROZEN  PONDS. 

Deae  Sir, — Would  you  or  one  of  your  correspon- 
dents who  has  experience  of  the  matter  kindly  say 
whether  the  coating  of  ice  on  a  pond  containing  a 
large  number  of  trout  should  have  holes  made  for 
aeration  ?  And  also  whether  the  noise  and  vibration 
of  a  considerable  number  of  persons  skating  would  be 
likely  to  disturb  the  spawning  fish  ? — Yours  truly, 

Levenensis. 

FISH  FULL  OF  SPAWN  UST  SEPTEMBER. 
Dear  Sir, — With  respect  to  perch  some  anglers 
believe  them  to  be  bisexual — ^perhaps  hermaphrodites 
would  be  a  better  term.  Thus  the  Rev.  M.  Manley,  in 
his  book  on  "  Fish  and  Fishing,"  says  : — "  I  believe 
our  own  perch,  if  not  every  species  of  perch,  is 
bisexual  "  ;  and  again,  "  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  or  what 
seems  to  be  a  fact,  that  nine  out  of  every  ten  perch  an 
angler  takes  are  females,  judging  at  least  from  the  roe  " 
(see  page  226).   But  how  could  this  be  ? 

I  am  greatly  obliged  to  "Ignoramus"  for  his 
letter,  and  if  he  coidd  demolish  the  theory  that  the 
same  dace  spawn  twice  in  one  season  so  much  the 
better.    In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  7,  1885, 
page  113,  I  see  "G.  R."   quotes  from  an  article 
by  "Running   Line"  as   follows: — "Imagine  my 
surprise  on  cleaning  them  (the  perch)  to  find  every 
one  I  opened,  without  exception,    female  fish."  Ten 
years  previously  he  says:  "I  was  struck  with  the 
same  peculiarity,  and  recorded  it  as  occurring  to  me  i 
all  through  the  summer  months ;  I  was  then  residing 
at  Laleham."    And  he  goes  on  to  say  that  recording 
this  fact  called  forth  a  letter  from  the  late  accom- 
plished editor  of  the  Scotsman,  himself  a  keen  fisher- 
man and  a  good  observer,  to  the  effect  that  either  I 
had  written  hastily  or  the  printer  had  made  a  mistake, 
as  on  examining  a  quantity  of  perch  caught  by  himself 
he  found  them  all,  without  an  exception,  male  fish. 
I  assured  him  that  there  was  no  mistake,  and  that  I 
meant  what  I  said.    I  do  not  think  he  was  convinced ; 
indeed  he  wrote  again  to  the  same  effect.     "  But  I 
would  suggest  for  what  it  is  worth,"  he  says,  "  the 
theory  that  perch,  like  chaffinches,  fallow  deer,  and 
some  other  animals,  congregate,  after  spawning,  in 
separate  shoals,  males  and  females.    Perhaps  some 
of  your  readers  will  take  the  trouble  to  open  the  perch 
they  kill  and  record  the  result."    On  the  same  page 
(and  this  should  interest  "  Ignoramus  ")  "  R.  N."  says 
in  another  letter :  "  With  regard  to  Mr.  Silk's  letter, 
I  do  not  know  what  experi  ence  he  has  had  with  trout 
breeding,  but  it  is  a  very  common  occurrence  to  find 
fish  of  all  sizes  gorged  with  the  new  laid  eggs  of  their 
own  species.    Trout  will  also  follow  roach  when  they 
are  spawning  for  the  sake  of  feeding  on  the  eggs." 
And  I  know  that  eels  will  follow  carp. 

The  peculiarity  in  question  is  not  confined  to  one 
sex,  nor  to  fish  in  any  special  water,  for  the  thirty- 
eight  perch  and  a  bream  were  caught  in  still  water, 
two  dace  in  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  and  a  roach  in  the 
South  Level  Cut  at  Littleport.  The  spawn  of  this 
roach  was  cooked  by  old  Charlie  South,  and  we  ate  it 
between  us.  So  there  can  be  no  mistake  about  it— it 
was  the  result  of  a  warm  argument.  The  dace  were 
caught  one  very  wet  and  cold  summer,  for  a  field  of 
barley  just  opposite  the  cottage  where  I  stayed  was  as 
green  as  grass  in  mid-August,  and  many  farmers  were 
ruined  ;  and  more,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
plenty  of  fine  caddis  under  the  stones  in  the  river, 
with  which  the  dace  and  other  fish  were  caught^ 
trout  and  roach  for  certain. 

At  the  last  moment,  I  see  "  Templar,"  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  30,  1892,  says:  "In  October 
one  may  often  catch  perch  which  are  heavy  with 
spawn,  but  that  spawn  is  not  deposited  until  May  ;  of 
that  I  am  quite  certain."  And  if  perch,  then  why  not 
dace  ? 

Up  to  the  present  then  we  arrive  at  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  dace  and  perch  spawn  months  after  the 
usual  time,  and  probably  this  occurs  every  season, 
although  only  a  few  anglers  :  may  be  aware  of  it. 
"  There  are  often  things  happening  in  angling  matters 
in  which  we  are  outwitted  by  Nature,  and  shall  pro- 


bably be  until  the  end  of  time."  Thus  says  one 
"A."  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  24,  1900,  in  a 
letter  entitled  "  Concerning  Mistakes,"  and  I  quite 
agree  with  him. — Yours  truly,  H.  O.  D. 


LINES  IN  MANY  WATERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Probably  owing  to  the  rapidity  of  my 
reading  there  are  one  or  two  little  errata  in  Com- 
mander Grove's  very  kind  and  excellent  report  of  my 
paper  at  the  B.S.A.S.,  which  I  may  perhaps  be  allowed 
space  to  correct. 

For  the  benefit 'of  our- youngsters  I  would  say  that 
no  bent  pin  was  used  by  me,  nor  is  necessary,  for  the 
capture  of  the  "  traditional  tittlebat,"  thread,  worm, 
and  stick  being  amply  adequate.  I  mentioned  that 
the  ancients  in  tlie  Mediterranean  caught  tunny 
"  with  hook  and  line,  but  I  was  doubtful  about  the 
rod."  The  "  Barbary  salmon,"  it  is  well  to  note,  is  a 
misnomer  for  the  shad  (sliebbel),  which  ascends  the 
rivers  in  large  numbers  in  spring,  but  affords  no  sport 
to  the  angler.  "  Grand  crabs"  are  mentioned  in  the 
report,  but  my  MS.  says  "  the  common  edible  crab  of 
Europe  is  not  found  at  Mogador,  but  spider  and 
soldier  crabs  are  numerous,  also  surface-swimming 
crabs." 

Seventy  bass  to  one  rod  must  not  be  looked  for  as 
"  not  unusual  "  at  Mogador,  for,  as  far  as  I  know,  my 
one  catch  of  that  number  was  a  record,  and  a  good 
many  ivere  under  31b.,  while  my  "  next  best  "  takes 
would  only  amount  to  a  score  or  so. 

The  forty-seven  grey  mullet  (small)  were  killed  at  a 
single  shot.  I  must  apologise  to  the  energetic  and 
courteous  secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.  for  making  these 
corrections,  in  the  interest  of  any  brother  sea-anglers 
who  might  think  of  visiting  my  old  cruising  grounds 
on  the  sunny  Moorish  coast,  to  whom  I-should  always 
be  happy  to  give  any  information  on  matters  of  detail. 
— Yours  very  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais, 'Nov.  11. 


HYBRID  TENCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  put  some  golden  tench 
in  a  pond  which  already  contains  common  tench. 
Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  if  the 
two  varieties  vrill  breed  together  forming  hybrids,  or 
will  they  remain  distinct  ? — Yours  truly, 

Axbridge,  Somerset.  Chas.  E.  Nipper. 

[They  will  i  probably |  breed,  but  time  alone  will 
prove. — Ed.] 


"lASGAIR"  ON  THE  ISLA. 

Dear  Sir, — "lasgair"  is  wrong  in  stating  that  I 
expressed  disbelief  in  the  size  of  the  Isla  trout ;  it  was 
the  lack  of  intelligence  attributed  to  them  in  his 
article  that  strained  my  credulity.  The  extract  which 
he  quotes  from  the  "  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide  " 
is  therefore  not  to  the  point,  but  it  is  of  interest  as 
bearing  upon  his  article.  In  the  latter  he  describes 
himself  as  fishing  on  a  summer's  afternoon,  and  says, 
of  the  first  brace  of  trout  taken,  "  though  early  in  the 
season  the  pair  were  in  perfect  condition."  His  quoted 
authority  gives  the  information  that  Isla  trout  "  come 
into  condition  early  in  the  spring,  in  open  seasons  as 
early  as  March  or  February." 

In  my  criticism  of  "  lasgair's "  attempt  to  write 
fiction  my  object  was  merely  to  poke  a  little  fun  (not 
ill-natured  in  character)  at  his  inharmonious  state- 
ments. I  much  regret  that  my  remarks  should  have 
had  the  effect  of  disturbing  his  equanimity.  — Yours 
faithfully,  Betsey  Prig's  Nephew. 


GOOD  GRAYLING  FISHING  AT  TENBURY. 

Dear  Sir, — As  I  see  there  are  no  particulars  men- 
tioned as  to  the  sport  on  the  Teme  (Tenbury)  last  week, 
kindly  allow  me  to  state  that  three  gentlemen,  hailing 
from  Alderley  Edge,  Birmingham,  and  London,  took 
some  very  good  baskets,  and  commented  on  the  number 
of  fine  grayling  in  the  river,  which  is  still  in  excellent 
condition,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  good  sport  for 
the  following  week  should  not  be  anticipated. — Yours 
faithfully,  Henry  Hardeman. 

Swan  Hotel,  Tenbury. 


DRESSING  FOR  SILK  LINE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  could 
tell  me  how  to  dress  the  enclosed  plaited  silk  line  to 
make  it  waterproof  and  stiff,  so  that  I  could  use  it  with 
a  Malloch  line,  or  spin,  coiling  it  on  the  ground. — 
Yours  truly,  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes. 

Salisbury. 

[We  gave  a  good  dressing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  2,  p.  310.— Ed.] 


PIKE  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  J.  E.  H."  in  last  week's 
issue  of  your  interesting  paper,  if  he  cares  to  corre- 
spond with  me  in  regard  to  above  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  the  information  required,  that  is  if  four  or  five 
fish  will  satisfy,  and  those  within  eighteen  miles  of 


London— in  fact,  from  my  address  a  23.  Id.  railway 
fare,  return. 

One  day  last  winter  from  the  same  place  I  took  six 
jack,  one  chub,  and  two  porch,  all  taken  spinning. 
This  year  I  have  improved  on  a  snap  gorge  I  have  been 
using,  and  am  more  than  satisfied  with  the  result.  I 
tried  it  in  the  Upper  Thames  a  month  or  so  ago  and 
took  forty-two  jack  out  of  forty-five,  nothing  large 
(5|lb.).— Yours  truly,  E.  C.  Hodqkins. 

148,  St.  John's-road,  St.  John's,  S.E.,  Nov.  11. 

P.S. — Dead  snap  instead  of  snap  gorge;  I  have  never 
had  occasion  to  name  it  before. 


ANGLING  IN  SALMON  LADDERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Be  my  question  put  in  correspondence 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  21  regarding 
the  above,  I  have  not  yet  seen  it  answered.  Would 
some  legal  brother  of  the  angle  kindly  give  his  opinion 
whether  36  and  37  Vic,  cap.  71,  sees.  53-54,  or|  any 
other  Fishery  Act  renders  it  illegal  to  use  the  rod  in 
the  basins  of  a  salmon-pass. — Yours  faithfully, 

Black  Hacklb. 


ANGLERS'  SONGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  give  me  the  words  of  the  old  angling  song, 
"  When  we  went  out  a-fishing  "  ?  The  first  four  lines 
run  thus : — 

"  Last  week,  Tom  Brown,  says  he  to  me 
If  you've  a  mind  some  fun  to  see, 
I'll  take  you  out  with  two  or  three 
Who  mean  to  go  a-fishing." 
A  friend  of  mine  can  only  remember  the  first  verse. 
The  song  is  a  companion  to  the  well-known  "  When 
we  went  out  a-shooting,"  and  is  set  to  the  tune  of  the 
"  King  of  the  Cannibal  Islands."    I  am  told  it  is  in 
"  Diprose's  Song-Book,"  published  several  years  since, 
but  I  cannot  trace  Diprose  or  his  descendants. 

There  are  too  few  songs  in  praise  of  angling.  Now 
you  young  poetasters,  here's  a  chance  for  you. 

If  anyone  knows  the  above  song,  and  will  send  it 
to  you,  perhaps  you  would  kindly  insert  same,  so  that 
the  general  body  of  anglers  may  read,  mark,  and 
learn.— Yours  truly.  Spinning  Minnow. 

Bath. 


PIKE  SPINNING  BAIT. 

DaAE  Sir, — As  "  Countryman"  points  out  in  your 
issue  of  last  week,  authorities  are  much  at  variance  on 
the  subject  of  the  best  method  to  construct  a  trace. 
Much  of  the  divergency  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
advocate  rods  of  varying  lengths,  and,  of  course,  the 
trace  should  bear  a  constant  ratio  to  the  rod — about 
one-third  is  the  proportion  generally  advocated,  and 
best  in  practice. 

I  have  lately  been  pike  fishing  in  gin-clear  water, 
very  shallow  for  the  most  part,  and  have  been  using 
the  finest  tackle  available.  In  four  outings  I  have 
taken  forty-two  jack  between  21b.  and  81b.,  and  rarely 
have  had  more  than  twelve  inches  of  water  wherein 
to  spin. 

Experience  has  led  me  to  conclude  that  the  following 
specification  for  a  trace  gives  the  best  results : — Starting 
from  a  single  No.  4  swivel  to  which  I  attach  the  running 
line,  I  have  fifteen  inches  of  the  finest  twisted  gut,  or  of 
single  annealed  wire,  then  one  double  swivel  (No.  6), 
immediately  above  which  I  twist  on  a  Jardine  lead ;  I 
then  have  twenty-four  inches  more  wire  (or  twisted 
gut),  terminated  by  a  No.  5  or  6  watch-spring  swivel 
(an  extra  swivel  may  be  placed  half-way  between  the 
double  one  and  the  buckle,  but  is  hardly  necessary). 
I  attach  from  six  to  nine  inches  of  single  or  very  fine 
twisted  wire  to  the  bait.  The  above  I  use  with  a  light 
eleven  feet  six  inches  spinning  rod.  It  gives  about 
thirty-three  inches  between  bait  and  lead,  and  this 
distance  should  be  diminished  rather  than  increased. 

I  know  this  is  a  heterodox  statement,  and  I  must 
give  my  reasons  in  support  of  it.  My  first  argument 
is  from  a  mechanical  standpoint.  If  the  lead  be  too 
near  the  tip  of  the  rod  (especially  when  using  a  light 
bait)  it  is  difficult  to  get  out  a  decent  length  of  line. 
Secondly,  as  regards  the  actual  spinning  of  the  lure 
through  the  water,  I  have  never  found  that  a  lead 
when  placed  from  13in.  to  30in.  from  the  bait  acted 
as  a  deterrent  to  jack  when  on  the  run,  but  I  have 
frequently,  when  spinning  with  a  lead  at  a  longer 
distance  from  the  bait,  had  a  fish  run  the  lead  up  to 
my  feet,  and  then  go  off,  to  return  no  more.  I  take  it 
that  when  the  bait  and  lead  are  in  fair  proximity  the 
flash  of  the  former  engages  Mr.  Jack's  earnest  attention 
before  he  has  time  to  commence  his  investigation  of 
the  latter.  But  when  spinning  slowly  (and  this  is  the 
main  element  in  ensuring  good  sport)  he  will  be  on 
the  track  of  your  lead  before  the  bait  catches  his  eye, 
if  there  be  too  great  a  distance  between  the  two. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  only  to  spinning  in 
clear  water ;  if  the  water  be  coloured  and  the  sky  dull, 
ordinary  shop  tackle  will  do  all  the  execution  needed. 
— Yours  faithfully,  Esox, 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Thames  Angling  Rights. 
From  the  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  on  p.  848,  it  wDl  be  seen  that  after 
giving  the  matter  most  careful  consideration  the 
associations  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  wise 
policy  to  supply  funds  to  defend  the  professional 
fisherman,  James  Andrews,  in  the  action  now 
pending.  From  all  I  have  heard  I  think  this  is  a 
very  wise  decision.  Anglers  do  not  want  to  offend 
riparian  owners  by  fighting  quixotic  battles  against 
those  who,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  have 
an  unassailable  title.  To  do  this  is  certainly  the 
direct  way  to  get  the  river  closed  to  anglers. 
Besides,  there  has  been  an  unnecessary  amount  of 
mystery  about  this  case — who  was  the  angler,  or 
who  were  the  anglers,  in  the  punt  with  Andrews'? 
It  is  said  they  object  to  publicity — perhaps  they 
had  previously  obtained  permission  from  Sir  Roger 
Palmer,  and  so  naturally  feel  a  little  delicacy  in 
coming  forward  to  fight  him  ;  anyway,  I  know  the 
general  opinion  of  anglers  is  that  by  hiding  behind 
Andrews  and  keeping  in  the  dark  they  have  done 
him  no  good.  Again,  was  any  account  published 
of  the  money  received  and  expended  in  the  case 
Andrews  lost  against  Mrs.  Smith "?  It  would  be 
very  interesting  to  know  what  that  case  cost  the 
defence,  especially  as  I  see  an  appeal  is  still  being 
made  for  funds  from  anglers.  If  the  result  of  this 
recent  agitation  is  the  success  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen's 
proposal  to  compensate  riparian  owners  and  free 
the  Thames  by  Act  of  Parliament,  it  will  be  a 
great  cause  for  rejoicing. 


shortly  a  volume  entitled  "  Grayling  Fishing  in 
South  Goimtry  Streams."  The  author  is  Mr.  H. 
A.  Rolt,  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  a  very  keen  and  successful  grayling 
fisherman  to  boot. 


New  Work  on  Grayling  Fishing. 
The  want  of  a  practical  and  comprehensive  work 
on  fly  fishing  for  grayling  in  south  country  streams 
has  long  been  felt,  as  there  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  no 
book  dealing  exclusively  with  this  sport-giving 
fish  in  connection  with  the  methods  pursued 
for  its  capture  on  the  Berkshire  and  Hampshire 
rivers.  I  am  glad,  therefore,  to  annoimce  that 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.  will  publish 


Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney  kindly  sends  me  two  photo- 
graphs of  Canadian  salmon,  one  of  which  I 
reproduce  with  his  note  as  follows  : — 

Canadian  v.  English  Salmon. 
"  Your  illustration  of  Salmo  mlar  tempts  me 
to  send  you  some  photographs  of  Salmo  qivinnat 
for  comparison.  These  are  photos  of  fish  taken 
this  season  in  the  tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
by  Captain  Torrens,  of  Hayes  Common,  Kent. 
He  makes  periodical  trips  to  Canada  for  the  sake 
of  the  fishing,  and  is  therefore  an  authority  upon 
the  subject.  Externally  there  is  no  apparent 
difference  between  the  photo  marked  No.  1  and 
the  illustration  you  give  of  Salmo  salar.  No  one 
appears  able  to  give  any  convincing  exj^lanation 
why  Canadian  qrdnnat  and  English  salar  should 
be  classified  as  distinct  species.  The  old  fable 
that  Canadian  salmon  will  not  take  a  fly  has 
long  since  been  exploded.  You  will  see  on  backs  of 
photos  details  as  to  weights  and  places  of  capture. 
The  lucky  man  who  caught  these  fish  has  just 
returned,  and  he  says  it  is  cheaper  and  better  to 
go  to  Canada  than  to  take  salmon  fishing  in 
Scotland. — Yours  truly,  "  C.  W.  Gedney." 
"  Bromley,  Kent." 

The  illustration  is  of  a  very  pretty  191b.  salmon, 
caught,  Mr.  Gedney  says,  on  one  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  St.  Lawrence.  This  being  the  case,  I  do 
not  think  it  can  be  a  specimen  of  Salmo  quinnat, 
as  the  St.  Lawrence  fish  are  true 
Atlantic  S.  salar.  The  S.  quinnat 
is  a  Pacific  Coast  fish,  and  al- 
though it  ascends  the  great 
rivers  of  the  Pacific  Coast  of 
North  America  in  incredible 
numbers  it  is  an  extremely 
exceptional  case  to  hear  of  one 
taking  a  fly,  and  then  it  is 
generally  in  the  salt  estuary  of 
the  river.  Spoons  and  other 
spinning  baits  are  often  used 
with  success.  The  late  Sir 
Rose  Price,  Bart.,  in  his  in- 
teresting work,  "  The  Two 
Americas,"  gives  the  best  ac- 
count I  know  of  fishing  for 
Pacific  Coast  salmon  with  rod 
and  line.  He  often  told  me  to 
do  all  I  could  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  S.  quinnat  into 
oiu"  rivers,  and  he  wrote  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  against  its 
introduction  on  the  ground  not 
merely  that  it  was  not  a  fly- 
fisherman's  fish  but  because  it 
was  very  much  subject  to  a  very  bad  form  of 
Saprolegnia  ferax.  The  Pacific  Coast  salmon  are 
the  fish  which  are  put  up  in  cans  at  the  great 
canneries,  and  sold  all  over  the  world. 


a  place  in  the  Fishing  Gaxelte,  they  are  at  your 
service  : — 

When  worried  by  clerical  gammon. 
Or  by  shafts  from  the  children  of  Ammon, 
For  cares  apostolic 
Or  pastoral  colic 
There's  nothing  like  catching-a  salmon. 
N.B. — The  Bishop  did  soon  after  catch  a  fine 
salmon  of  251b.  after   a  desperate   fight  which 
involved  his  going  through  three  feet  of  water  (cold 
at  that)  and  he  had  not  any  waders  on.  -  Yours 
sincerely,  "  Buckbean." 


"  A  Few  Inventions." 
The  subject  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  paper  to  be  read 
before  the  Edinbvurgh  Trout  Anglers'  Club  in 
February  is  "  A  Few  Inventions,"  and  is  certain  to 
be  both  useful  and  interesting.  I  know  I  have  to 
thank  Mr.  Tod  for  his  plan  of  carrying  and  using 
the  landing-net  which  I  have  used  for  many  years 
past  and  often  recommended  to  other  anglers.  My 
old  angling  companion  Mr.  G.  Yarde,  for  instance, 
has  never  used  any  other  method  since  he  adopted 
Mr.  Tod's  from  the  illustrated  description  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  time  in  the  eighties. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  WINTER  ROACH  FISHER. 


With  the  exception  of  the  favoured  few  who 
have  the  entree  to  rivers  holding  grayling,  anglers 
in  the  cold  months  of  the  year  have  to  content 
themselves  with  more  homely  fare  in  the  shape  of 
spinning  and  live-baiting  for  pike,  "patering"  for 
perch,  long-corking  for  chub,  or  endeavouring  in 


19lb. 


Canadian  Salmon  caught  in  a 
St.  Lawrence. 


Tributary  op  the 


Mr.  Gedney  must  have  been  thinking  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  salmon,  as  there  never  was  an3'  doubt 
or  question  about  Canadian  salmon  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  taking  the  fly.  For  more  than 
half  a  century  British  and  Canadian  anglers  have 
used  the  fly  chiefly  in  fishing  for  salmon  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  of  late  years 
American  anglers  have  been  equally  keen  at  the 
sport.  I  have  had  several  invitations  to  first-rate 
water,  but  business  here  and  mosquitoes  there 
have  kept  me  away  so  far. 


Slapton  Ley  Sold. 
Messrs.  Dymond  and  Parsons,  the  estate  agents, 
of  Exeter,  write  as  follows  : — 

Stoiceley  Estate. 
Dear  Sir, — We  are  pleased  to  inform  you  that  the 
above  estate  was  to-day  sold  at  the  auction  in  one 
lot  for  £43,000.— Yours  faithfully, 
Nov.  14,  1901.  H.  J.  D.  Parsons. 


The  Bishop  and  the  Salmon. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  following  lines  were 
written  by  a  clergyman  who  was  fishing  with  us 
this  autumn  in  Scotland  on  a  certain  Bishop  who 
was  doing  ditto.  The  latter  had  been  a  bit  worried 
by  some  of  his  clergy  and  by  some  sheep  who  were 
not  of  his  fold.    If  you  think  the  lines  worthy  of 


various  ways  to  delude  the  rosy-finned  roach  which 
in  the  winter  time  gleams  like  a  bar  of  burnished 
silver,  and  is  altogether  a  different  fish  in  appear- 
ance and  fighting  powers  from  what  it  is  when 
caught  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  and, 
indeed,  for  some  weeks  thereafter.  It  is  not  very 
far  from  the  truth  to  assert  that  nine  out  of  every 
ten  winter  anglers  make  roach  fishing  their  sole 
aim  and  study.  This  is  hardly  a  matter  for  won- 
derment seeing  that  the  roach  is  the  most  popular 
of  all  coarse  fish.  It  is  found  in  more  or  less 
abundance  in  every  river  of  note,  and  from  October 
to  well  into  March  is  the  period  during  which  the 
artist  should  reap  a  bountiful  harvest. 

But  the  majority  of  people  have  little  idea  what 
a  really  serious  undertaking  a  day's  outing  is  to 
the  roach  fisher.  There  is,  of  course,  groimd-bait 
to  be  considered.  This  has  to  be  carefully  pre- 
pared, which  means  half-an-hour's  work  if  it  is 
properly  done  ;  gentles  must  be  obtained,  not  an 
easy  matter  in  the  cold  months  unless  one  keeps  a 
stock  of  them  in  an  outhouse  in  an  earthen  jar 
covered  up  with  mould.  Cubes  of  crust  must  be 
cut,  paste  kneaded,  pearl  barley,  perhaps,  cooked, 
and  brandlings  or  "reds"  extracted  from  the 
wormery.  Besides  this  formidable  menu  some 
make  a  practice  of  having  a  live  bait  out  for  a  jack 
— to  guard  the  swim  as  it  is  called.  This  necessi- 
tates procuring  dace,  gudgeon,  or  gold  fish,  and 
carrying  them  in  a  heavy  bait-can  to  the  water,  so 
that  by  the  time  he  is  fully  equipped  and  has  his 
refreshment  in  eatables  and  lubricants  on  board 
the  angler  is  loaded  with  as  much  as  he  can  well 
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carry.'  And  after  all  his  pi-eparations  the  water 
may  be  clear  and  the  fish  shy,  so  that  the  reward 
he  gets  for  his  trouble  may  be  of  a  decidedly 
negative  character.  He  may  do  his  level  best  to 
go  one  better  than  his  lawful  prey  and  yet  be 
worsted  in  the  conflict.  He  may  experience  failure 
after  failure,  but  like  a  true  sportsman  he  will 
never  say  die.  He  must  of  necessity  be  a  philo- 
sopher, for  although  he  may  return  again  and 
again  with  an  empty  creel,  he  knows  that  by  the 
unchangeable  law  of  average  success  is  boxmd  to 
come  to  him  in  the  end  if  only  he  sticks  to  his 
guns  :  the  longer  his  luck  is  out  the  more  reason 
he  has  for  hope.  He  acts,  in  short,  up  to  the 
letter  of  the  saying  that  no  man  can  call  himself 
an  Englishman,  aye,  and  a  fisherman,  too,  who 
admits  that  he  is  beaten. 

A  man  who  has  served  a  long  apprenticeship  to 
roach  fishing  will  always  carry  a  thermometer 
with  him  on  his  various  trips  to  the  riverside. 
Immediately  he  gets  to  his  fancied  pitch  he  will 
ascertain  how  cold  the  water  is,  and  form  from  the 
reading  of  the  instrument  his  conclusions  as  to 
what  sport  he  may  expect.  If  the  water  is  warmer 
than  the  air  he  will  tell  you  that  good  sport  should 
ensue.  If  the  reverse  he  knows  that  theoretically 
at  any  rate  his  chances  are  poor,  and  that  his 
catci  will  be  quickly  counted.  But  he  remembers 
many  days  past  and  gone  when  the  thermometer 
foretold  bad  sport  on  which  he  had  had  rare  takes. 
He  will  recall  to  mind  perhaps  an  eventful  outing 
when  there  had  been  a  frost  for  a  week.  The 
water  and  air  both  were  at  or  just  below  freezing 
point.  For  some  time  roach  would  bite  at  nothing. 
As  the  sun,  however,  came  out  and  increased  the 
warmth  of  the  atmosphere,  so  the  roach  com- 
menced feeding,  although  the  water  was  consider- 
ably colder  than  the  air.  He  will  tell  you  of  an 
exactly  opposite  instance,  when  there  had  been  a 
frost  overnight  followed  by  a  dull  day — the  water 
was  much  warmer  than  the  air,  and  he  anticipated 
a  heavy  load  to  return  home  with.  His  expecta- 
tions were  not  fulfilled.  ^  The  roach  theoretically 
ought  to  have  fed  well,  but  they  refused  utterly 
and  entirely  everything  in  the  nature  of  bait 
offered  them.  Should  he  find  the  water  running 
clear  and  of  a  brownish  green  colour  it  will  be 
apparently  in  prime  order ;  but  roach  are  such 
capricious  kittle-cattle  that  the  most  apparently 
favourable  day  endfe  up  badly,  while  when  biting 
winds  are  blowing  and  prospects  look  gloomy  there 
may  be  a  surprise  in  store  for  the  man  who 
ventures  out.  And  what  weather  has  the  winter 
angler  to  grapple  with  !  He  has  to  face  frost  and 
snow,  wind  as  keen  as  the  best  Sheffield  blade, 
rain  and  flood,  gales  and  storms  sufficient  in  them- 
selves to  extinguish  what  little  fire  of  enthusiasm 
there  is  left  smouldering  in  his  breast  after  a  most 
imsatisfactory  summer  and  autumn  season.  He 
meets,  too,  with  sundry  conditions  of  water;  he 
may  find  the  river  high  and  thick,  and  he  knows 
that  it  is  labour  lost  to  fish  in  the  strong  current. 
He  accordingly  leaves  his  favourite  swims  severely 
alone,  seeking  a  quiet  eddy  of,  it  may  be,  only  a 
few  feet  in  depth.  He  will  ledger  with  paste  or 
worms,  and  often  secure  a  capital  sample  of  roach. 
When  the  floods  are  out  and  the  stream  comes 
swirling  down  like  a  mill-race  he  will  content  him- 
self with  trying  close  to  the  bank,  on  the  towpath, 
or  on  grassy  slopes  leading  to  the  river,  though 
there  may  be  but  a  foot  of  water  to  fish  in.  In- 
deed the  patriarchs  of  the  Thames  are  frequently 
caught  when  the  water  has  overrun  its  banks  by 
fishing  at  the  very  edge  of  the  stream.  Koach 
cannot  stand  long  against  a  strong  stream,  and  are 
forced  to  congregate  in  lay  byes  and  eddies  where 
they  are  not  liable  to  be  swept  away.  One  should 
not  despair  even  if  the  river  is  almost  opaque 
owing  to  the  quantity  of  mud  and  sand  held  in 
suspension ;  it  cannot  be  too  thick  for  catching 
roach,  provided  always  that  one  knows  where  to 
look  for  them.  "When  the  river  runs  down  to 
within  normal  boimds  and  clears  somewhat  then 
the  roach  fisher's  chance  has  arrived.  With  the 
deadly  cube  of  crust  he  will  do  great  execution,  the 
soft  character  of  the  bait  ensuring  that  the  majority 
of  bites  which  are  signalled  are  successfully  re- 
sponded to.  By  careful  and  continuous  ground- 
baiting  with  small  instalments  of  bran  and  bread 
the  fish  are  kept  constantly  on  the  look-out,  and 
sport  goes  on  as  merrily  as  a  marriage-bell.  Paste, 
a  great  favovurite  on  many  rivers,  is  an  uncommonly 
good  change,  especially  if  the  water  is  on  the 
thick  side.  It  is  easily  discernible  by  any  roach 
looking  out  for  a  meal,  but  to  crust  must  un- 


doubtedly be  given  the  palm.  It  is  the  bait  above 
all  others  for  winter  use.  Many  capable  anglers 
rely  upon  it  alone  and  seldom  trouble  themselves 
about  anything  else.  Gentles  occasionally  pro- 
duce good  results,  but  smaller  class  roach  seem  to 
fall  to  them  as  they  are  certainly  not  so  natural — 
if  the  word  is  permissible — a  bait  as  crust,  em- 
ployed \yith  the  ground-bait  previously  alluded  to 
thrown  in  a  little  at  a  time  but  very  frequently,  as 
it  assimilates  so  perfectly  with  the  flakes  as  they 
work  off  and  travel  down  stream. 

There  are  few  more  interesting  and  exciting 
branches  of  sport  than  roach  fishing.  On  a  winter 
day,  if  the  fish  are  on — a  necessary  proviso  to  add 
— roach  bite  with  far  more  confidence  than  they 
do  in  the  early  months  of  the  season.  There  are 
no  faint  taps  seen  only  by  the  practised  eye  of  the 
artist,  but  rare  pulls  down  of  the  float.  On  the 
fine  tackle  or  hair  which  the  most  successful 
roachers  affect  e^ery  ounce  of  fighting  power  is 
extracted  from  a  fish  that  is  hooked,  and  the  big 
roach  of  the  Kennet  and  Avon  will  try  the  skill  of 
the  best  hand  to  the  uttermost.  And  when  a  good 
basket  results,  containing  a  fair  sj^rinkling  of 
pounders,  one  or  two  over  that  weight,  with,  it 
may  be,  a  brace  close  upon  two  pounds  by  the 
pocket  balance  thrown  in,  then  the  angler  forgets 
the  cold  and  discomfort  attached  to  and  inseparable 
from  winter  fishing,  and  returns  elated  to  his  cosy 
home-like  inn  to  find  a  cheerful  welcome  awaiting 
him,  and  to  receive  also  the  warm  congratulations 
of  his  brother  sports  there  assembled  who  may,  or 
may  not,  have  been  so  fortunate  as  he  has  been. 
He  will  eat  his  well-earned  dinner  in  peace,  and 
pass  the  rest  of  a  long  evening  with  companions  of 
the  angle  to  the  accompaniment  of  piscatorial 
yarns,  of  which  it  may  be  confidently  asserted 
experiences  amongst  the  red-finned  roach  will 
constitute  far  and  away  the  lion's  share. 

The  Chiel. 
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THE  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 


"  Sir  Eoger  Palmer  v.  Andrews." 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  association  was  held 
on  Monday  last  (Nov.  18),  Mr,  Philip  Geen,  the 
president,  in  the  chair.  Fifty-four  clubs  were 
represented.  The  routine  business  having  been 
completed,  and  a  new  club  enrolled,  the  chairman 
claimed  attention  to  the  case  of  "  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
V.  Andrews." 

He  said :  —  Some  time  since  you  appointed 
Mr.  Woodruff  and  myself  to  go  on  a  committee  that 
should  endeavour  to  discover  the  merits  of  this 
case.  There  have  been  many  journeyings  and  much 
searching  since  then,  and  the  result  of  all  this  was 
the  passing,  imanimously,  of  this  resolution — 

That  this  committee,  having  considered  all  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
expedient  to  proceed  further  with  the  defence  of  the 
actiou  "  Palmer  v.  Andrews,"  and  it  resolves  that 
Mr.  Lumley  be  so  instructed. 

Mr.  Woodruff  has  invited  Mr.  Chubb,  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Commons  Preservation  Society,  who 
was  with  us  on  the  Andrews  Committee,  to  attend 
here  this  evening  that  he  who  had  done  so  much 
in  this  matter  should  give  you  the  reasons  which 
actuated  the  committee.  To  Mr.  Chubb's  untiring 
and  successful  efforts  we  are  indebted,  and  therefore 
I  feel  sure  you  will  give  him  your  ear  while  he 
explains  to  you  what  has  been  done  and  with  what 
result. 

Mr.  Chubb  gave  a  most  interesting  account, 
which  was  listened  to  with  evident  interest.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Close  proposed  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott 
seconded  the  following  resolution  :— 

That  having  heard  our  representatives'  report  of  the 
case  "  Sir  Roger  Palmer  v.  Andrews,"  this  meeting  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  money  previously  voted  be  not 
paid  to  the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund,  and  that 
the  minute  of  Sept.  16  be  rescinded.  (Carried.) 
Resolution. 

Proposed  by  Mr.  W.  |H.  Beckett.    Seconded  by  Mr.  J. 
B.  Close. 

That  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  Mr. 
Lawrence  Chubb  for  his  arduous  and  successful  efiorts 
to  obtain  the  information  necessary  to  guide  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  decide  what'  assistance,  if  any, 
should  be  given  in  the  case  of  "  Andrews  v.  Sir  Roger 
Palmer."  (Carried.) 

The  Chairman  read  a  letter  he  had  received  from 
Mr.  Lumley,  after  which  Mr.  Beckett  proposed 
and  Mr.  Grey  seconded  a  resolution  as  follows  : — 

That  the  association  learns  with  surprise  and  regret 


of  Mr.  Lumley's  intention  to  appeal  to  London  anglers 
to  support  with  funds  the  case  of  "  Andrews  v.  Sir  Roger 
Palmer,"  and  hopes  that  anglers  will  be  true  to  the 
determination  arrived  at— that  is,  to  give  no  assistance 
whatever.  (Carried.) 

The  ('haikman  then  spoke  as  follows 

"  Gentlemen,— Having  disposed  of  the  Andrews' 
case,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Thames 
fisheries  generally. 

"  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  that 
some  years  since  an  effort  was  made  to  get  the 
Common  Council  of  the  City  to  promote  a  Bill  in 
Parliament  declaring  the  fishing  free  from  Crick- 
lade  down.  Mr.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  took  a  most  active  part  in  that  movement, 
and,  remembering  this,  I  waited  upon  him  and 
asked  if  he  would  consent  to  take  the  lead  in 
making  a  second  effort  to  solve  our  difliculties  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  He  promised  to  consider.  He  has 
considered ;  and  I  have  the  result  of  his  considera- 
tion in  a  letter  from  him.  He  thinks  that  to  do 
as  I  have  asked  would  entail  a  vast  amount  of 
prolonged  work,  more,  indeed,  than  he  could  spare 
time  for.  He  further  says  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  owners  of  fisheries  would  be  more  likely  to 
lease  at  a  nominal  rent,  and  that,  in  the  event  of 
our  deciding  to  try  this  course,  he  would  do  all  in 
his  power  to  assist. 

"  Now,  knowing  as  I  do  how  much  Mr.  Marston 
has  done  for  London  anglers  in  the  past,  whether 
it  has  been  for  our  Benevolent  Society,  our  Preser- 
vation Societies,  or  any  institution  or  movement 
likely  to  benefit  us,  and  also  remembering  his 
words  of  caution  in  this  case  of  Andrews,  and, 
lastly,  his  offer  to  assist  us  again  in  this  matter, 
I  think  it  behoves  you  to  approach  the  question 
having  both  plans  in  your  mind.  The  one  is  to 
promote  a  Bill  in  Parliament  declaring  the  river 
free,  recompensing  owners  for  their  loss,  and  the 
other  is  to  get  leases  at  nominal  rents,  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Marston. 

"  Within  the  last  few  days  I  have  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  president,  the  solicitor,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Commons  and  Footpaths  Preserva- 
tion Society,  and  I  have  hopes  that,  in  the  event 
of  your  deciding  that  it  is  more  expedient  to  try 
for  legislation  than  for  leases,  their  society  would 
help  us  to  that  end.  With  these  few  remarks, 
gentlemen,  I  leave  the  matter  for  your  discussion 
and  decision." 

After  much  discussion  of  the  two  methods,  the 
following  resolution  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Marriott 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Derry  : — • 

That  this  meeting  appoint  four  of  its  members  to 
form  a  delegation  to  the  Commons  and  Footpaths 
Preservation  Society  who  shall  ask  the  society  to 
assist  to  obtain  from  Parliament  an  Act  whereby  the 
fishing  on  the  Thames  shall  be  declared  free  to  anglers 
— all  persons  injured  thereby  having  been  compen- 
sated— and  to  demonstrate  to  the  society  that  they 
can,  and  will,  assist  the  society  to  this  object  by 
obtaining  from  the  various  members  of  Parliament  in 
the  metropolis,  all  of  whom  have  many  constituents 
among  our  members,  a  promise  of  cordial  support. 
(Carried.) 

Mr.  Beckett  :  Mr.  Chairman,  before  we  pass 
from  this  subject  I  desire  to  give  expression  to 
what,  I  feel  sure,  is  the  unanimous  ^lentiment  of 
this  important  meeting  of  delegates  from  London 
angling  societies.  Mr.  Marston  has  sacrificed 
much  valuable  time  to  further  our  interests,  and 
we  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  him  at  the 
helm  in  this  great  matter,  but  as  he  cannot  see  his 
way  to  devote  the  great  amount  of  time  that  it 
must  demand,  we  would  like  him  to  know  that  we 
have  hopes  of  his  aid,  and  we  would  wish  to  offer 
him  sincere  thanks  for  what  he  has  done  in  the 
past.    I  therefore  propose,  sir,  this  resolution : — 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Marston,  the  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Oazette,  has  in  all  matters  and  at  all  times, 
and  particularly  in  this  matter  of  fishing  rights,  done 
his  utmost  for  London  anglers,  this  meeting  proffers 
him  most  hearty  thanks ;  and,  while  regretting  that 
he  does  not  see  his  way  to  take  the  lead  in  obtaining 
from  Parliament  an  Act  whereby  the  fishing  on  the 
Thames  should  be  declared  free  to  all  anglers — all 
persons  injured  thereby  having  been  justly  compensated 
— they  have  full  faith  that  he  will  again  assist  them 
to  reach  this  object. 

This  resolution  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Harwood 
and  carried  unanimously. 

DECISIVE  ACTION  BY  THE  MAIDENHEAD 
FISHERMAN. 
The  Thames  Fishery  Dispute  question,  arising 
out  of  an  action  brought  by  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
against  the  Maidenhead  fisherman,  James  Andrews, 
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is  assuming  further  dimensions.  At  their  last 
meeting,  held  a  few  days  back,  the  Defence 
Committee,  by  a  majority,  passed  the  following 
resolution  : — "  That  this  committee,  having  con- 
sidered all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  is  of 


_       ^  w., .J  '       uii^       ^ ■ 

opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  proceed  further 
with  the  defence  of  the  action  '  Palmer  v.  Andiews,' 
and  that  Mr.  Lumley  be  so  instructed."  This 
decision  was,  in  due  course,  communicated  to 
Andrews  by  his  solicitor,  and,  acting  upon  the 
advice  of  the  learned  counsel  who  had  previously 
given  a  A'ritten  opinion  on  the  whole  dispute, 
Mr.  Cecil  A.  Lxunley  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  the  members  of  the  Defence  Committee  : — 

"  60,  Great  Portland-street,  W. 
"  Dkar  Sir, — I  have  communicated  to  my  client 
the  resolution  of  your  committee  declining  to  give 
him  fm-ther  pecuniary  assistance  towards  defending 
the  action  which  has  been  brought  against  him  by 
Sir  Roger  Palmer.    My  client  has,  nevertheless, 
instructed  me  to  proceed  with  the  defence,  as  he 
feels  that,  without  the  plaintiff's  title  having 
ever  been  disclosed,  it  is  most  inadvisable  to 
abandon  the  defence,  as  the  result  of  such  a 
step   would   inevitably  be  that  the  fishing,  so 
far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  would  be  lost 
for  ever  in  this  particular  reach  of  the  river  Thames. 
What  the  plaintiff's  title  really  is  must  be,  as 
counsel  pointed  out  in  his  opinion,  a  pure  matter 
of   conjecture.    The  notes  by  Mr.  Chubb  (Mr. 
Lawrence   Chubb,  of  the   Thames  Preservation 
Society)  of  plaintiff's  possible  title  are  entirely 
incomplete  and  do  not  in  any  way  establish  a  clear 
paper  title.    Even  if  they  did,  '  Blount  v.  Layard ' 
is  an  authority  to  the  effect  that  a  mere  paper  title 
is  insufficient.    The  acts  of  ownership,  also  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Chubb,  although  no  doubt,  if  they  can 
be  proved  by  the  plaintiff,  an  important  element 
in  the  case^  do  not  by  any  means  conclude  it. 
Apart   altogether  from  these   considerations,  it 
appears  to  my  client  to  be  a  suicidal  policy  to 
allow  the  plaintiff  to  succeed  in  his  action  without 
a  fight,  as  the  result  almost  certain  would  be  that 
many  other  persons  will  be  encouraged  to  bring 
actions  for  a  declaration  that  they  have  exclusive 
right  of  fishery  in  different  reaches  of  the  Thames, 
so  that  in  the  course  of  time  not  an  angler  will  be 
found  fishing  in  that  river  from  Staines  to  Oxford. 
Having  regard  to  all  these  considerations,  my  client 
will  proceed  to  trial  and  will  force  the  plaintiff  to 
prove  his  case.  It  may  be  that  he  may  be  fortunate 
enough  to  find  some  lovers  of  fishing  to  support 
him.    As  the  case  has  attracted  so  much  public 
notice,  I  propose  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter  to 
the  Press.— I  am,  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

"  Cecil  A.  Lumley." 
A  Press  representative  has  been  informed  that  a 
special  "  Andrews'  Defence  Fund  "  Committee  was 
in  course  of  formation,  and  that  Mr.  Freedman, 
of  73,  Great  Portland-street,  W.,  had  consented 
to  act  as  hon.  treasurer. 


A  DAY'S  FISHING  IN  MANITOBA. 

A  COUPLE  of  summers  ago  I  found  myself  located 
for  a  time  near  the  Assiniboine  in  the  north  of 
Manitoba  and  about  five  miles  east  of  Brandon 
city,  and  hadn't  been  long  there  before  one 
morning  at  breakfast  one  of  the  "boys"  suggested  a 
day's  fishing,  and  as  the  weather  looked  favourable 
we  decided  to  start  after  breakfast.  This  meal 
hurriedly  finished  I  rummaged  in  the  depths  of  my 
trunk  to  see  what  I  could  find  in  the  shape  of 
tackle.  I  generally  carry  a  few  lines  and  hooks 
with  me  in  case  an  opportunity  should  occur  for 
using  them,  and  I  soon  turned  out  some  perch 
lines,  hooks,  and  a  big  cork  float,  and  with  the  aid 
of  a  borrowed  fifteen-foot  bamboo  pole  I  was  able 
to  rig  up  a  rod  and  line,  primitive,  it  is  true,  but 
still  useful  at  a  pinch,  and  one  has  not  to  run  the 
gauntlet  of  critical  eyes.  The  tackle  ready,  I  began 
to  enquke  about  bait,  and  asked  if  I  could  get 
plenty  of  worms  in  the  garden  and  around  the 
stables.  The  only  answer  I  received  was  in  the 
form  of  a  laugh  at  my  ignorance,  and  later  on  I 
found  that  worms  were  a  deal  scarcer  than  fish, 
and  the  only  spot  for  many  miles  around  where 
there  was  a  remote  possibility  of  getting  a  worm  or 
two  was  in  a  gentleman's  garden  five  miles  away, 
and  these  had  been  imported  in  the  roots  of  a  few 
trees  that  had  been  sent  up  from  down  south. 
Local  anglers  had  paid  the  outside  of  his  garden  so 
much  attention  with  spade  and  fol'k  that  a  noticfc 
had  t6  be  efAtfed  forbidding  ihbm. 


Worms  being  out  of  the  question,  I  asked  what 
did  they  use  for  bait,  then  ?    The  answer  was  "  a 
frog's  leg,"  and  as  frogs  were  only  to  be  got  near 
the  river,  oft'  we  set  for  a  couple  of  miles'  tramp 
over  the  stubble  to  a  favourite  place  called  "  Steep 
Banks  " — the  name  explains  itself.    The  walk  was 
not  very  long,  but  I  for  one  was  not  at  all  sorry 
when  we  got  in  sight  of  the  river,  for  the  hot, 
sandy  soil  and  rough  stubble  are  very  trying  to  the 
feet  until  one  gets  used  to  it,  and  the  flies  and 
mosquitoes  are  not  backward  in  giving  one  plenty 
of  attention,  especially  a  stranger.    The  walk  was 
full  of  interest,  however,  for  we  saw  and  killed  a 
couple  of  snakes,  very  like  our  English  grass-snake, 
and  put  up  a  covey  of  prairie  chicken,  which  went 
away  with  a  whirr  not  unlike  partridges,  and  we 
kept   on   frightening  those   farmers'   pests,  the 
gophers  and  ground  squirrels— they  looked  very 
perky  perched  up  on  little  hillocks  on  their  hind 
legs  and  staring  at  one  with  their  beady  black 
eyes,  with  their  heads  cocked  to  one  side,  and  then, 
on  our  nearer  approach,  scuttling  into  their  holes 
like  so  many  rabbits. 

In  little  better  than  halt-an-hour  we  reached  our 
destination,  and  there  beneath  us  lay  the  broad 
river,  and  up  got  a  flock  of  small  ducks  at  our 
approach  and  away  up-stream,  but  probably  only 
to  the  next  bend  as  they  do  not  get  disturbed  often 
at  this  time  of  the  year.    As  far  as  one  could  judge 
the  width  of  the  river  varied  between  one  hundred 
and  two  himdred  yards,  and  there  were  a  series  of 
rapids  or  natural  dams  about  a  mile  or  so  apart, 
and  one  of  these  we  could  just  see.    Half  slipping 
and  half  climbing  we  got  down  to  the  water's  edge, 
and  then  we  started  to  hunt  for  frogs ;  they  were 
too  sharp  to  be  caught  with  the  hands,  and  it  was 
only  after  we  had  armed  ourselves  with  a  stick  that 
we  were  able  to  get  our  supply  of  bait.    This  got 
we  took  our  places,  I  to  try  and  catch  fish  and  my 
companion  to  watch  or  go  to  sleep,  so  putting  on  a 
frog's  leg  I  cast  up-stream  and  let  the  current  carry 
the  bait  down  past  me  to  the  end  of  the  swim  and 
then  repeated  the  operation.     Only  getting  an 
occasional  nibble  I  jumped  out  Ito  a  rock  that  was 
just  showing  above  the  water,  and  deepening  my 
bait  cast  into  deeper  water.    The  float  had  not  got 
to  the  end  of  the  swim  before  bob,  bob  it  went 
and  I  struck  quickly — too  quickly  in  fact,  for  I 
missed  my  fish.    Another  try  or  two  and  then 
dovm  went  the  float  again,  and  allowing  a  little 
more  time  for  the  fish  to  get  hold  of  the  bait  I 
struck,  and  this  time  successfully,  and  got  a  nice 
"  golden  eye "  of  about  lib.  ;  in  appearance  it 
resembled  a  roach  or  bream  and  had  brilliant  eyes, 
from  which  it  derives  its  name.    Re-baiting  I  tried 
again,  and  very  soon  another  fish  joined  its  com- 
panion on  the  bank,  and  before  I  left  the  swim 
seven  more  had  been  added  to  my  first  two,  none 
of  them  less  than  lib.,  but  only  one  would  have 
weighed  l^lb.    Altering  my  position  a  score  of 
yards  further  up-stream,  I  balanced  myself  on  a 
stranded  saw  log,  and  deepening  my  bait  still  more 
threw  out  into  the  stream  and  very  soon  got  a 
response  and  pulled  my  fish  (which  was  a  nice- 
sized  pickerel)  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and  then  in 
his  struggle  he  snapped  my  hook,  so  I  had  to 
say  good-bye  to  my  first  pickerel.    It  did  not  take 
long  to  put  another  hook  on,  and  as  the  fish  were 
not  biting  so  well,  I  took  the  advice  of  my  companion 
and  put  an  eye  of  one  of  my  fish  on  the  hook ;  this 
new  bait  was  successful  in  adding  a  couple  more 
fish  to  my  basket.    We  were  just  thinking  of 
returning  to  dinner  when  down  went  the  float 
once  more,  and  when  I  struck  and  got  my  fish  was 
glad  to  find  that  I  had  landed  a  pickerel  after  all, 
and  when  taking  the  hook  out  of  its  mouth  was 
greatly  surprised  to  find  the  hook  I  had  lost  about 
an  hour  before  firmly  fixed  in  its  upper  jaw. 

Well  satisfied  with  my  morning  catch  of  eleven 
golden  eye  and  a  nice-sized  pickerel,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  frogs,  we  returned  to  dinner,  to  which  you 
may  be  sure  we  did  ample  justice.  Dinner  over  I 
was  anxious  to  try  the  river  again,  and  this  time  I 
chose  my  own  spot.  This  was  at  the  afore- 
mentioned dams  or  rapids,  and  was  rather  more 
than  a  mile  lower  down  stream  than  where  we  were 
in  the  morning.  The  dam  was  natural,  and 
extended  nearly  all  across  the  river,  and  the  river 
poured  through  a  few  spaces  with  great  force.  Most 
of  the  water,  however,  rushed  between  the  far  side 
and  a  tiny  rocky  islet  which  formed  the  end  of  the 
dam,  and  it  was  here  that  I  was  anxious  to  try  my 
luck;  so  procuring  a  good  supply  of  bait,  and 
leaving  all  superflaoug.  clothing  on  the  bank,  we 
started  carefully  to  wade  across,  asd  ouco  cr  t"rricc 


were  nearly  carried  off  our  feet  with  the  rush  of 
water.     However,   we  arrived  safely,  though  a 
trifle  damp,  but  that  did  not  matter,  and  putting 
on  a  larger  hook  and  a  whole  frog  I  threw  into  the 
stream,  and  almost  mechanically  waded  out  inch 
by  inch  into  this  rush  of  water.     In  a  few  minutes 
bob,  bob,  and  away  went  my  float.    I  struck,  and 
then  found  that  I  was  nicely  stuck,  too,  and  for  a 
short  time  the  fish  had  it  all  its  own  way,  for  it  is 
one  thing  to  hook  and  land  a  fish  from  the  land 
with  plenty  of  line  to  spare,  but  quite  a  coat  of 
another  colour  when  you  have  a  decent-sized  fish 
on  a  tight  line,  and  when  one  is  likely  to  be  carried 
off  one's  feet  every  step  one  takes ;  in  fact,  it 
makes  one  feel  like  a  fool  at  one  end  of  the  line  and 
a  fish  at  the  other.    Still,  by  sheer  good  luck  I  got 
back  to  the  rocks,  and  pulled  out  a  very  fair-sized 
pike,  and  in  a  few  minutes  was  ready  again.  My 
companion,  by  the  way,  was  sitting  on  the  rocks 
enjoying  himself  watching  the  sport,  and  consider- 
the  tackle  I  was  using  rare  sport  it  was,  too,  for 
within  the  next  hour  or  so  I  landed  eight  pickerel, 
weighing  from  about  21b.  to  4ilb.  each,  and  rare 
sport  they  gave  to  be  sure. 

Thus  far  I  had  taken  care  not  to  get  into  the  full 
force  of  the  current  again,  but  I  could  not  help 
seeing  that  the  farther  out  I  got  the  larger  the  fish 
were,  and  as  bites  were  not  so  frequent  as  I  could 
wish,  I  gradually  went  further  into  the  stream  and 
really  got  into  a  dangerous  place,  and  was  thinking 
of  gradually  getting  back  to  the  rocks  when  down 
went  my  float  once  more  and  I  struck  something, 
but  what  itiwas  Fcouldn't  see.  How  to  get  on  even 
terms  with  it  was  a  puzzle ;  up  the  river  it  went  to 
the  full  extent  of  my  line,  pole,  and  arms,  and  I  was 
afraid  that  something  must  give.    (My  companion 
at  this  time  appeared  to  wake  up,  and  very  kindly 
suggested  that  I  had  a  shark  on.)    For  a  minute  I 
thought  I  should  have  to  let  go,  and  if  the  fish  had 
started  off  down  stream  instead  of  up"  I  should 
have  had  to  have  done  so  or  else  gone  with  him. 
However,  in  about  five  minutes,  probably  less,  I 
was  back  on  the  rocks  again  and  soon  got  a  sight 
of  the  fish — it  was  a  great  brute  of  a  catfish  over 
three  feet  long,  and  only  on  a  perch  line  I    I  soon 
got  it  towed  into  shallow  water,  and  my  companion 
was  so  anxious  to  get  hold  of  the  brute  that  he 
jumped  into  the  water  and  catching  hold  of  the 
line  (before  I  could  stop  him)  lifted  the  fish  clean 
out  of  the  water.    The  fish,  of  course,  realising 
that  this  was  the  chance  of  a  lifetime,  gave  a 
great  flop  and  snapped  the  line  like  cotton,  and  I 

said  !     Well,  never  mind  what  I  did  say 

when  I  saw  the  wave  that  fish  left  behind  as  it 
went  over  the  fall  into  the  deep  water  below.  It 
took  me  weeks  to  hook  another  anywhere  near  the 
size  of  the  one  I  lost,  and  then  I  took  good  care  to 
land  it  alone,  and  it  tipped  the  scale  at  131b, 
Fishing  was  off  after  that  for  the  day,  and  gather- 
ing up  the  catch  we  made  tracks  for  home  and  the 
evening  meal.  E.  A.  L. 


A  DAY  AT  LOUGH  MELVIN.* 

Effects  of  a  Westerly  Gale — Expedition  to 
Lough  Melvin— Irish  Cars— The  .Tohnstones 
— Otter  Fishing — Cross-line  Fishing — Pre- 
cautions against  Quarrelling  —  Not  very 
Efficacious— The  Bridge— The  Salmo  ferox  a 
Peace-maker. 

Between  the  ruins  of  Rose  Isle  and  the  main 
branch  of  the  river  tb  jre  is  a  sort  of  esplanade — a 
natural  pavement,  as  it  were — divided  here  and  there 
by  fissines,  into  which  some  half-dozen  hardy  ash 
trees  had  rooted  themselves.  Dipping  as  it  does 
at  a  very  small  angle  into  the  river,  and  worn 
almost  as  smooth  as  a  real  pavement  by  its  winter 
floods,  it  forms  not  only  a  very  pleasant  quarter- 
deck walk,  but  also  a  pretty  accurate  gauge  of  the 
water  in  the  river. 

It  was  early  on  the  following  morning  that  the 
Parson,  leaning  on  his  gaff,  was  whistling  pensi%-ely 
as  he  contemplated  the  imusual  breadth  of  the 
limestone  ledge  and  the  shrunken  aspect  of  the  Rose 
Isle  rapids  bej-ond  it. 

The  rough  weather  of  the  preceding  evening  had 
not  terminated  in  rain,  of  which  indeed  no  very 
great  quantity  had  fallen,  but  had  settled  down  into 
a  steady,  hard  westerly  gale,  which  had  raged  with 
undiminished  violence  throughout  the  night,  but 
since  daw^I  had  been  gradually  breaking,  and  had 
now  nearly  dropped  to  a  dead  calm. 


*  From  Newlabfl's Ih'o  Ertie,  its  Legkn'di  and  its  fly  Fialiing 
a  delightful  and  scarce  work. — Ed.,  F.G. 
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still,  however,  both  in  earth  and  sky  were  traces 
to  be  seen  of  elemental  war  :  racks  of  streamy  cloud 
were  still  chasing  each  other  through  the  sky,  the 
esplanade  on  which  he  stood  was  strewed  with  the 
wet  and  still  green  lea\  es  of  the  ash,  while  a  line 
of  sticks  and  other  floating  debris,  like  a  high-water 
mark  on  the  sea-shore,  might  be  traced  at  some 
distance  from  the  present  channel  of  the  rapid. 

There  is  a  curious  peculiarity  in  the  Erne  :  its 
floods  depend  more  upon  the  quantity  of  wind  than 
upon  the  quantity  of  rain.  The  whole  length  of 
the  river  between  its  parent  lakes  and  the  sea  is 
but  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  neither  the  river 
nor  the  lake  has  any  tributary  of  consequence.  The 
whole  supply,  therefore,  of  the  waters  is  derived 
from  the  upper  lake,  and  passes  through  the  narrow 
channels  which  insulate  the  town  of  EnniskiUen. 

Both  lakes,  lying  nearly  east  and  west,  feel  there- 
fore the  full  sweep  of  a  westerly'gale,  and  thus  it 
often  happens  after  a  sharp  breeze  that  the  waters, 
banked  up  as  it  were  at  the  eastern  end,  produce  a 
considerable  flood  at  EnniskiUen,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  depth  of  the  river  between  Belleek  and  the 
sea  will  be  diminished  as  much  as  a  couple  of  feet. 

A  few  hours'  calm  must,  of  course,  bring  every- 
thing to  its  level ;  but  in  the  meantime  the  salmon, 
frightened  and  driven  from  their  usual  stations, 
roam  about  disconsolate,  or  throw  themselves  madly 
out  of  the  water,  but  seldom  or  never  take  the  fly. 

It  was  to  ascertain  this  that  the  Parson  had 
sought  the  flags  of  Eose  Isle,  and  was  at  that 
moment  reluctantly  schooling  his  mind  to  realise 
the  evident  fact  that  his  long  rod  might  just  as  well 
hang  in  its  brackets  that  day. 

He  turned,  musing  and  melancholy,  and,  crossing 
the  one-arched  bridge  that  spans  the  leaser  stream, 
with  both  hands  in  his  pocket,  went  slowly  up  the 
street  of  Belleek. 

"  Your  Eeverence  will  not  be.  breaking  the  fifth* 
commandment  to-day,  any  how,"  said  Pat  Gal- 
lagher, as  the  Parson  entered  the  inn-door  :  "  sorrow 
a  tail  we'll  turn  to-day." 

"  Not  on  the  river,  Pat,  certainly,"  said  the 
Parson  :  "  you  may  cross  the  Ford  dxyshod.  But 
what  do  you  thiri  of  a  little  murder  on  Lough 
Melvin  ?  " 

"  By  George,"  said  the  Captain,  from  the  stair 
top,  "  you  have  hit  on  the  very  thing  !  There  has 
been  a  little  rain,  just  enough  to  stain  the  water, 
and  the  breeze  will  have  shaken  the  flies  off  the 
branches  by  bushels.  Bouse  out  the  Squire,  and 
tell  Bob  Johnstone  to  have  the  cars  ready.  Look 
alive,  Pat,  and  hand  me  down  my  brown  fly-book  1  " 

And  in  five  minutes' time  all  hands  were  assembled 
round  the  table  arranging  the  lake  tackle.  The 
bright  and  glittering  flies  of  the  Erne  were  unlooped 
from  their  casting-lines  and  discarded  in  favour  of 
the  dull  and  sober-coloured  breed  of  the  lakes. 
Tinsel  and  Golden  Pheasant  and  Blue  Jay  were 
laid  aside,  and  in  their  place  came  the  Grey  and 
quakerish  Mallard  Wing,  with  brown,  or  dark  blue, 
or  chocolate  pig's-wool  bodies,  and  an  unpretending 
black  or  natural-red  hackle  over  all. 

Then  came  the  tribe  of  lake  trout  flies — not  new 
creations  like  the  salmon  flies,  which  resembled 
nothing  in  heaven  or  earth,  but  monstrous  growths 
of  the  natural  fly.  There  was  the  well-known  Wall 
Fly,  with  its  landrail  wings,  brown  silk  body,  and 
red  hackle.  There  was  the  Black  Palmer  and  the 
MarlowBuzz,  but  all  looking  gigantic  and  unnatural, 
tied  at  least  three  sizes  larger  than  their  river 
brethren. 

The  salmon  rods,  as  being  too  long  and  too 
unwieldy  for  boat  work,  were  left  at  rest,  and 
their  reels  were  fixed  on  rods  of  a  lighter  and 
handier  description.  The  Parson's  reel-line,  which, 
thoroughly  soaked  by  the  yesterday's  rain,  had  been 
unwound  and  hung  up  to  dry,  had  scarcely  been 
gathered  in,  when,  with  clatter  and  jingle  enough 
for  ten  carriages,  and  shouting  enough  for  a  dozen 
men,  Mr.  Bob  Johnstone  and  his  aide-de-camp 
drove  up  their  cars  to  the  door. 

"  It  is  impossible,"  said  the  Squire,  looking  out 
of  the  window,  "  that  a  vehicle  like  that  could  be 
the  invention  of  a  country  three  degrees  removed 
from  barbarism.  You  cannot  talk  because  you  sit 
back  to  back  ;  you  cannot  see  because  you  sit  side- 
ways ;  you  cannot  drive  because  of  the  cramped 
attitude ;  you  have  the  motion  of  the  horse  in 
addition  to  the  jolting  of  the  wheels;  and  from 
every  chance  meeting  in  the  road  your  knees  are  in 
danger." 

"  Cars  are  well  enough,"  said  the  Scholar,  "  but 
*  Anglic'^,  the  eixlh. 


as  for  these  particular  concerns  they  are  all  to  pieces 
already.    We  shall  never  get  there." 

"  Well,  it  must  be  confessed,"  said  the  Captain, 
"  Mr.  Bob's  turn-out  is  not  in  the  extreme  of 
elegance.  That  off- wheel  would  be  much  the  better 
for  its  proper  complement  of  spokes.  Rope  traces 
may  do  at  a  pinch,  but  the  prejudice  certainly  is  in 
favour  of  leather.  Yet  for  all  that  it  will  can-y  us 
to  Lough  Melvin,  and  that  is  where  we  want  to  go  ; 
and  I  question  whether  the  Scholar's  smart  phaeton 
would  do  that,  or  your  chariot  either.  It  is  in 
keeping  with  the  country." 

"  I  doubt,"  said  the  Scholar,  "  whether  it  has 
ever  known  the  taste  of  a  pailful  of  water  since  it 
came  from  the  cartmaker's  hands." 

"  Well,  that  is  in  keeping  with  the  country,  too  ; 
and  so  are  Bob's  jacket  and  trousers.  But,  heavens 
and  earth,  what  have  we  here  ?  Look  at  the  back 
panel  with  the  crest  upon  it  I  Look  at  the  winged 
spur,  the  only  clean  place  in  the  cai-riage !  Bob 
has  been  rubbing  up  the  crest  to  make  us  notice  it." 

"  To  be  sure,"  said  the  Scholar,  "  is  not  he  a 
Johnstone,  and  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  it  ? — as 
good  a  gentleman  as  the  King,  only  not  so  rich." 

"  Do  you  mean  to  spend  this  day  in  chattering, 
gentlemen,  or  are  we  to  catch  trout '?  "  broke  in  the 
Parson,  who  had  hitherto  been  patient  enough,  for 
his  line  had  kinked  into  a  tangle  while  drying  from 
which  he  had  some  difficulty  in  disengaging  it. 

Bob's  winged  spur  might  well  have  been  the  sign 
of  his  car  instead  of  the  cognisance  of  his  family, 
for  having  received  his  freight,  and  no  light  one 
either — namely,  the  Squire,  the  Scholar,  two  attend- 
ants, four  rods,  and  a  mysterious  package  which 
Paddy  Mooshlan*  had  carefully  covered  up  in  the 
well — he  rattled  oft'  at  a  rate  which,  as  the  Squire 
afterwards  declared,  made  his  neck  not  worth  ten 
minutes'  purchase  during  the  whole  journey. 

Whether  it  was  real  or  imaginary,  the  danger 
was  over  in  little  more  than  an  hour,  when,  the 
second  car  having  come  up,  the  whole  party  were 
again  assembled  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Melvin, 
fitting  their  rods  and  arranging  their  tackle,  the 
cars,  with  their  drivers,  having  gone  on  to  the  little 
village  of  Garrison  at  the  head  of  the  lake  for  the 
double  purpose  of  getting  stabling  for  the  horses 
and  boats  for  the  fishermen. 

"  I  thought  Paddy  Mooshlan  was  after  some 
mischief,"  said  the  Captain,  as  the  Squire,  unfolding 
the  mysterious  package,  exhibited  that  execration 
of  all  true  sportsmen,  an  otter — or,  as  the  attendants 
invariably  pronounced  the  word,  an  "  author." 

An  otter  is  a  thin  piece  of  board  about  four  feet 
long  and  a  foot  or  so  broad,  cut  into  the  shape  of 
a  fore-and-aft  midship  section  of  a  ship.  This  is 
leaded  on  the  edge  that  represents  the  keel,  so  as 
to  swim  edgeways.  The  principle  on  which  it  acts 
is  that  of  a  river  barge,  where  the  towing-line  is  so 
adjusted  that  the  barge  proceeds  in  a  straight  line 
through  the  water,  though  the  line  acts  at  an  angle. 

In  the  case  of  the  otter,  that  part  of  the  towing- 
line  nearest  the  float,  which  is  technically  called 
the  back-line,  is  made  of  three-fold  barbers'  silk, 
light,  but  very  sti'ong,  to  which,  at  intervals  of  three 
or  four  feet,  are  looped  all  manner  of  flies,  to  the 
number  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  :  to  this  is  attached 
an  ordinary  salmon  reel-line,  which  generally  leads 
through  the  rings  of  a  short,  stiff  rod. 

When  all  is  ready  the  float  is  launched  by  an 
attendant,  the  fisherman,  with  the  rod  in  his  hand, 
either  taking  a  boat  or  following  the  line  of  the 
coast,  and  giving  line  or  reeling  it  up,  as  occasion 
requires.  On  account  of  the  particular  angle  at 
which  the  line  acts,  the  otter  on  being  pulled  slips 
out  to  sea,  somewhat  on  the  principle  of  a  boy's 
kite,  keeping  nearly  at  right  angles  with  the  fisher- 
man's course,  and,  consequently,  exhibiting  all  the 
flies  to  any  fish  that  may  .be  lying  between  it  and 
him. 

Tlie  line  being  fastened  to  the  upper  edge  of  the 
float-board,  a  strong  pull  from  either  fish  or  fisher- 
man would  lay  it  flat  on  the  water ;  and  thus  the 
fisherman  is  always  able  to  draw  it  towards  him, 
though,  as  long  as  the  draft  is  not  too  great  to 
prevent  it  swimming  on  its  edge,  its  tendencies  are 
slightly  outward. 

To  balance  and  manage  such  a  machine  as  this 
requires  considerable  ingenuity,  but,  for  all  that, 
it  finds  small  favour  with  sportsmen,  because  it 
necessarily  pricks  and  frightens  ten  times  as  many 
fish  as  it  catches.  There  may  be  reasonable  doubts 
whether  it  injures  the  breed  of  fish  by  the  numbers 
it  destroys,  because,  though  it  may  succeed  for  a 

*  Ihis  name  is  properly  written  Musgrave,  but  is  invariably 
pronoanoed  Mooshlan. 


few  days,  it  soom  makes  them  so  shy  that  they  will 
look  at  nothing.  It  should  never  be  used  on  known 
ground  certainly,  but  it  is  extremely  useful  in 
reconnoitring  a  strange  lake. 

It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  Captain,  a  perfect 
piscatorial  martinet,  was  looking  with  such  infinite 
disgust  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Squire  and  Scholar. 
These  two  were  busy  arranging  the  heterogeneous 
mass  of  back-line  and  foot-link,  while  the  Parson, 
who  was  much  more  tolerant,  and  now  and  then 
did  a  little  poaching  on  his  own  account,  was  giving 
them  the  benefit  of  his  experience,  advising  them 
to  reserve  the  large  flies  for  the  deep  water  and  to 
loop  the  small  ones  on  the  in-shore  end  ;  suggesting 
the  benefit  of  two  or  three  swivels  to  prevent  the 
back-line  from  curling  up  the  foot-links,  and  many 
other  little  hints  which  the  Captain,  though  he 
fully  understood  the  work,  would  have  died  a 
martyr  rather  than  lend  a  hand  to. 

"  Come,"  said  he,  "here  are  two  boats  coming 
for  us  round  that  point ;  put  up  that  thieving  otter, 
and  if  you  must  poach,  poach  with  the  cross-lines. 
Jt  is  some  comfort  to  think  that  the  man  who 
invented  that  rascally  machine  is  now  an  inmate 
of  the  Dublin  Lunatic  Asylum." 

Why  cross-lines  find  more  favour  in  the  eyes  of 
some  sportsmen  than  the  far  more  scientific  otter 
it  is  hard  to  say  :  they  are  infinitely  more  destructive 
and  require  very  much  less  skill.  In  this  case  there 
is  no  float,  but  the  back-lme  is  attached  to  a  reel-line 
at  each  end,  the  reels  being  fixed  to  two  short 
trolling  rods.  These  are  managed  by  two  fishennen, 
one  at  each  rod,  who  are  perfectly  certain  to  quarrel 
furiously  before  the  day  is  over.  The  cross-line 
method  is  certainly  more  killing,  though  it  is  still 
obnoxious  to  the  same  fault  as  the  otter,  that  of 
pricking  and  shying  the  fish ;  but  it  requires  two 
boats,  or  that  one  fisherman  should  sacrifice  him- 
self by  walking  on  the  shore,  with  a  pretty  fair 
certainty  of  tumbling  in  while  he  is  scrambling 
roimd  the  trees  and  bushes  which  grow  on  the 
banks. 

(To  he  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 
Season  1901-1902. 

The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  in  issuing 
the  price  list  for  season  1901-1902,  have  much 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  past  season  was  a 
most  successful  one,  and  that  large  orders  are 
already  booked  for  the  coming  season.  The  de- 
mand still  more  than  keeps  pace  with  the  supply, 
but  they  are  doing  their  best  to  meet  this  increased 
demand.  The  fresh  blood  introduced  to  the  fishery 
is  now  telling,  more  and  more  every  season,  in  the 
increased  strength  and  vigour  of  the  young  fish, 
and  their  patrons  benefit  accordingly.  The  earliest 
ova  will  be  ready  to  send  out  before  Christmas. 
Early  eggs  are  specially  recommended  for  those 
who  use  hatching-houses,  where  the  young  fry  are 
protected  from  frost,  but  they  are  not  recommended 
for  redds,  except  in  the  mildest  parts  of  the  country. 
They  have  a  limited  number  of  "  zebras  "  (two- 
year-olds).  This  hybrid  is  a  cross  between  trout 
and  Fontinalis,  and  they  say  is  a  very  beautiful 
and  good  sporting  fish,  suitable  for  ponds,  etc., 
with  no  spawning  groimd,  and  also  where  variety 
in  the  basket  is  desired. 

A  river,  lake,  or  pond  may  be  stocked  success- 
fully, but  in  different  places,  either  by  means  of 
ova  sown  in  redds,  or  by  fry,  yearlings,  or  two- 
year-olds.  The  difficulty  is  to  judge  how  the  best 
return  can  be  got  for  the  cost. 

If  there  is  any  depth  of  water,  by  two-year-olds 
will  always  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest  mode 
of  stocking,  but  in  many  lakes  and  some  rivers 
the  quantity  of  fish  required  is  so  large  that,  in  the 
interest  of  due  economy,  time  must  be  sacrificed 
and  some  mode  of  stocking  cheaper  than  by  two- 
year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there  are  many  small 
gravelly  streams  suitable  for  young  fry  from 
alevinage  to  six  months  old,  and  clear  water  in 
abundance,  then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly 
the  best  method.  If  there  are  small  streams  feed- 
ing the  water  to  be  stocked,  but  not  sufficiently 
clear  to  ensure  the  success  of  ova  sown  in  redds, 
then  three-month-old  fry  are  to  be  recommended. 
But  our  experience  is;  that  there  is  no  half-way 
house  between  ova  sown  in  redds  and  three-month- 
old  fry.  Younger  fry  are  too  risky ;  they  may  do, 
but  only  where  ova  -would  do  as  well,  and  at  half 
the  cost. 
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Owing  to  the  increasing  cost  of  production  they 
have  been  seriously  considering  the  advisability  of 
raising  their  prices,  both  for  ova  and  live  fish, 
but  they  have  decided  to  keep  to  the  old  figures  for 
this  season.  Aquatic  plants,  suitable  for  lakes, 
ponds,  etc.,  on  application.  The  company  supplies 
ova,  fry,  yearlings,  and  two-year-olds  of  S.  leven- 
ends,  S.  fario,  S.  fontinalis,  and  S.  irideus. 


THE  WELFAEE  OF  TEOUT 
STKEAMS. 


There  are  several  points  bearing  on  this  subject 
that  may  usefully  engage  the  attention  of  those  in 
charge  of  them  at  this  season— as  the  ascent  of  the 
spawning  fishes  will  soon  take  place. 

With  the  human  poacher  the  keeper  will  know 
how  to  deal;  his  knowledge  of  his  surroundings 
will  tell  that  astute  individual  how  best  to  protect 
the  fishes  in  his  charge.  But  let  him  not  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  there  are  other  enemies 
busily  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  decimate 
the  stock  of  fishes  ascending  to  the  higher  and 
shallower  v^aters  to  spawn.  They  will  not  only 
take  such  fishes  as  they  may  require  for  food,  but 
will  glory  in  tossing  on  to  the  bank  any  others  that 
they  may  meet  on  the  shallow  spawning  grounds. 
This  objectless,  ruthless  destruction  will  go  on  in 
the  shallow  upj)er  groxmds  where  the  spawning 
fishes  lie  wallowing  half  out  of  water,  absorbed  in 
the  work  of  reproduction.  The  heron,  the  crow, 
and  doubtless  other  birds,  as  well  as  stoats  and 
weasels,  will  levy  their  respective  demands  on  the 
imfortunate  fishes;  they  will  not  spare.  The 
heron  is  a  perfect  devil,  or  sportsman,  glorying  in 
destruction  for  the  mere  fun  of  the  pursuit. 

Thames  Possibilities. 
In  this  stream,  historic  in  its  attributes,  we  have 
afield  of  great  possibilities.  It  rests  with  those 
m  charge  to  see  that  the  most  is  made  thereof. 
That  the  river  will  ever  be  the  resort  of  salmon  is 
doubtful  for  many  reasons,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  much  might  be  done  to  enrich  its  stock  of 
trout.  In  America  and  Canada  it  has  been  proved 
to  demonstration  that  hatcheries  on  great  waterways 
are  of  practical  service  and  advantage.  Surely 
similar  results  would  attend  conscientious  efforts 
in  o^r  own  historic  waters.  There  are  many  afHuents 
of  the  metropolitan  river  that  are  ready  to  hand 
for  the  purposes  of  fish  culture.  Wealthy  owners 
of  riparian  properties  aboimd.  Surely,  if  such  were 
properly  approached,  something  might  be  done  to 
forward  the  end  in  view.  Why  do  not  those  in 
charge  look  into  this  matter  ?  Years  have  passed 
since  the  days  of  uncertainty  regarding  pisciculture. 
With  equal  certainty  we  can  in  good  ponds  rear  a 
very  heavy  percentage  to  almost  any  size;  it  is 
only  a  question  of  feeding  and  protection.  The 
Thames  trout  might  be  multiplied  to  any  desired 
extent,  and  afford  sport  to  a  large  number.  Why 
are  we  still  hanging  back,  holding  our  hands  and 
letting  time  roll  on  without  accomplishing  any- 
thing ? 

We  have  breeders'  societies  for  almost  anything 
and  everything.  Why  are  valuable  fishes  left  out  ? 
Men  of  eminence  have  advocated  the  culture  of 
the  better  sorts  of  the  Salmonidse,  but  their  efforts 
have  met  with  but  a  cold,  ineffectual  response. 
How  much  longer  is  this  apathy  to  last  ? 

That  magnificent  creature,  the  Thames  trout, 
deserves  careful  consideration  and  study.  A  trout 
that  runs  to  141b.  is  assuredly  worth  careful  treat- 
ment and  consideration.  It  should  be  cultivated, 
improved,  and  treated  with  care  and  consideration  ; 
it  will  pay  well  for  all  attention  bestowed  upon  it. 
There  need  be  no  fear  as  to  the  result  of  such 
cultiu-e.  The  time  of  uncertainty  has  passed.  We 
know  how  to  go  to  work,  how  to  breed  with  assured 
success  ;  we  can  feel  confident  of  turning  out  a  very 
heavy  percentage  of  strong,  healthy  fishes. 

Why  then  are  our  angling  societies  and  riparian 
owners  so  slow  in  trying  their  utmost  to  succeed  in 
the  multiplication  of  this  splendid  fish  in  the 
waters  round  their  own  homes  '? 

There  is  no  reason  but  the  apathy  of  those 
concerned.  I  appeal  to  these  worthy  folk  to  put 
themselves  into  a  well  organised  association,  to 
start  a  co-operative  breeding  society,  and  go  to 
work  with  a  will.  With  small  expense,  energy, 
and  patience,  results  beyond  expectation  would  be 
certain. 

Is  the  matter  worth  taking  in  hand  or  is  it  not  ? 
Let  tho^e  in  chaxge  publicly  state  their  views.  I 


think  I  have  heard  of  a  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society.  They,  if  still  in  existence,  should  be 
forward  in  this  matter.  Were  it  known  that  this, 
or  any  other  body,  were  actively  engaged  in  such 
work  there  would  be  no  cause  for  hanging  back. 
Public  support  and  interest  would  accompany 
their  efforts,  and  progress  could  not  fail  to  result. 
By  prolonged  effort  good  must  accrue  to  the  noble 
old  river. 

Who  will  stir  in  this  matter  ?  It  is  the  thin  end 
of  the  wedge  that  has  to  be  got  into  the  tough 
timber  of  apathy,  the  splitting  of  the  cortical  layer 
of  nonchalance,  and  we  want  to  see  those  in  charge 
of  our  waters  bestir  themselves  and  take  the  matter 
in  hand  in  no  half-hearted  spirit,  but  with  minds 
made  up,  with  rigidly  fixed  resolution  to  succeed. 
It  is  not  as  it  was  in  fish  culture.  We  now  have 
certainty  in  place  of  doubt,  and  can  set  to  work 
with  assurance  of  success.  Let  that  be  achieved 
with  the  fish  in  question  and  any  others  that  may 
be  thought  worthy  of  attention. 

Now  is  the  time — let  competent  oflQcers  be  forth- 
with appointed  to  carry  on  the  work  and  no  time 
be  lost  in  making  a  start  on  the  Thames  and  its 
tributaries.  There  is  .ample  scope  for  a  display  of 
energy,  perseverance,  and  skill.  Which  of  the 
great  riparian  proprietors  or  others  will  drive  in 
the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  progressive  piscicultm-e 
in  the  direction  indicated?  Future  generations 
will  be  unstinted  in  their  praise  of  and  for  any  who 
wUl  come  forward  in  any  way  to  secure  the  full 
accomplishment  of  so  worthy  an  object. 

The  days  of  uncertainty  in  regard  to  pisciculture 
have  now  passed,  and  given  fair  accommodation 
and  a  pure  stream  for  rearing  purposes,  a  very 
small  outlay  will,  in  good  hands,  yield  results  well 
worthy  of  consideration.  We  can  hatch  and  rear  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  eggs  placed  in  good 
hatching  apparatus  with  ponds  or  streams  adjacent. 
On  Thames  bank  there  are  streams,  small  and  pure, 
that  are  eminently  adapted  for  the  purpose.  Let 
those  who  own  these  small  streams  bestir  them- 
selves and  lose  no  time. 

The  spawning  season  of  the  Thames  trout  is  at 
hand,  therefore  the  eg'ort  should  at  once  be  made 
and  active  steps  taken.  A  hatchery  need  not  run 
into  great  expense  —at  any  rate,  a  well-planned  one 
would  well  repay  any  reasonable  outlay  for  a 
certainty.  Hatcheries  for  both  salmon  and  trout 
of  old  standing  exist  in  both  America  and  Canada, 
Ceylon,  India,  and  doubtless  other  parts  of  our 
empire,  whilst  at  home  it  is  neeedless  to  go  further 
than  mention  the  great  institution  at  Howietoun, 
and  others,  on  a  smaller  scale,  might  easily  be 
named.  Private  hatcheries  on  varying  scales  have 
existed  for  many  years — so  many  have  there  been 
that  individual  mention  is  needless.  Let,  then, 
those  in  charge  of  salmon  and  trout  waters  bethink 
them  whether,  whilst  there  is  plenty  of  time,  they 
wUl  not  start  some  effort  for  the  betterment  of  the 
waters  and  fisheries  in  their  charge. 

Salmonidas  will  pay  for  culture  in  ordinarily  pure 
waters,  whether  migratory  or  non-migratory — the 
latter  more  certainly,  as  they  have  none  of  the  risks 
of  migration  to  the  sea.  But  good  results,  when 
carried  on  under  really  favourable  conditions,  will 
probably  surprise  those  not  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  subject.  The  rate  of  growth  and  rapidity 
of  progress  are  perfectly  astounding  to  the  unini- 
tiated, and  investigations  by  the  outside  public 
would  awaken  both  curiosity  and  satisfaction — the 
former  to  see  by  what  simple  means  great  results 
are  accomplished,  and  the  latter  at  the  returns  for 
the  bestowal  of  a  small  capital  and  intelligent  care. 

C.  C.  C. 


Pike,  Boiled,  with  Caper  Savce. — Take  a  pike 
weighing  about  three  pounds— keeping  it  in  the  larder 
for  a  couple  of  days  will  improve  it ;  cleanse  it,  cut  ofi 
the  fins,  and  tie  the  head  with  string.  Put  the  pike 
in  the  fish-kettle,  covered  with  Couft  Bouillon, 
and  simmer  slowly  for  forty  minutes.  If  boiled 
the  day  before  it  is  wanted  it  will  be  much  improved  ; 
in  any  case,  it  should  not  be  boiled  later  than  the 
morning  of  the  day  it  is  wanted.  Be  sure  that  the 
kettle  is  well  tinned,  and  after  the  pike  is  cooked  let 
it  still  remain  in  the  Court  Bouillon.  There  is  no 
comparison  in  the  quality  of  a  pike  thus  left  to  soak 
for  twenty-four  hours  and  one  which  is  only  in  the 
Court  Bouillon  for  an  hour  or  two.  Before  warmin" 
the  pike,  drain  it,  put  the  liquor  into  a  basin,  and  clean 
the  kettle  ;  then  put  the  fish  and  liquor  in  again  and 
warm  for  twenty  minutes.  Dish  up  on  a  napkin  and 
garnish  with  fresh  parsley ;  serve  in  a  boat,  one  pint 
of  melted  butter  with  two  tablespoonfuls  of  capers  in 
it.  Observation  :  Pike  is  also  served  cold,  with 
Mayonnaisa  sauce  or  oil  and  vinegar.  X 


A  "PAETIE  DE  PECHE." 

WuK.v  my  friend  Paul  I'aton  asked  me  to  join 
him  and  two  friends  in  a  partie  de  peche,  or,  in 
plain  English,  a  fishing  excursion,  I  was  very 
ready  to  accept  his  invitation.  I  had  long  wanted 
to  witness  the  modus  operandi  of  the  amateur 
French  fisherman,  concerning  whom  I  had  read 
much  that  was  evidently  only  chaff,  but  also  much 
that  seemed  bond  fide,  and  I  anticipated  some 
fun  ;  nor  was  I  disappointed. 

As  far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  did  not  intend  to 
take  a  rod,  not  being  anything  of  a  bottom  fisher- 
man ;  but  when  I  learnt  that  trout  were  to  be  our 
victims,  I  decided  to  take  a  fly  rod,  for  I  knew 
that  there  were  really  some  fish  in  the  river  we 
were  going  to  honour  with  our  attentions.  I  had 
seen  some  exposed  for  sale  in  the  market  one  day, 
and  ascertained  from  whence  they  had  come.  So 
I  got  out  my  little  ten-foot  split  cane,  and  put 
together  a  cast  or  two  of  rough  flies  such  as  we 
use  in  Scotland,  together  with  one  of  the  midges 
mounted  on  double  hooks  that  I  had  got  from 
Carter,  of  St.  John-street-road,  for  trial  in  low 
water  in  another  neighbourhood. 

We  were  to  meet  at  the  station  next  morning  at 
the  unholy  hour  of  seven,  and  to  take  the  train 
that  wound  its  way  into  the  distant  mountains, 
alighting  amongst  the  foothills  and  striking  the 
river  there. 

"  I  suppose  each  of  us  will  bring  his  own  grub 
and  flask,"  I  asked  my  friend.  But  he  would  not 
hear  of  it. 

"  You  will  bring  nothing  but  your  rods  and 
bait,"  he  cried.  "  You  are  my  guest,  and  I  shall 
see  that  you  have  a  sandwich." 

A  sandwich !  thought  I.  Not  very  promising. 
But  I  said  no  more,  and  put  my  trust  in  Paul. 

I  was  at  the  station  in  good  time,  and  so  were  the 
others — Paul  and  two  friends,  whom  he  called 
Alphonse  and  Jean.  They  had  other  hind  names, 
of  course,  but  they  were  of  many  syllables,  and  I 
don't  remember  tihem  now.  Alphonse  and  Jean 
will  sufhce  for  my  story.  They  were  short  and 
fat,  these  two,  while  Paul  was  long  and  thin,  and 
they  made  an  amusing  contrast.  There  was  also  a 
man,  servant  to  Paul,  who  was  burdened  with  a 
huge  two-handled  basket,  which  was  so  heavy  as  to 
weigh  the  poor  devU  nearly  down  to  the  ground. 
This  contained  the  lunch.  Ye  gods  !  I  need  not 
have  had  much  fear  about  that  sandwich. 

Two  silly-looking  setter  dogs  and  a  fox-terrier 
muddled  about  everybody's  legs,  and  evidently 
belonged  to  our  party,  and  to  my  amazement  Jean 
carried  a  double-barrelled  gun.  A  game  bag  over 
one  shoulder  and  a  huge  fishing  basket  on  the 
other  added  to  the  effect,  while  a  cartridge  belt 
stuffed  as  full  as  a  Boer's  bandolier  hung  roimd 
his  waist.  I  say  himg  advisedly,  for  that's  what 
it  did  in  a  graceful  curve.  A  bundle  of  cane  rods, 
a  great  coat,  and  a  rug  added  to  the  bandit-like 
appearance  of  the  good  man,  while  a  great  cotton 
umbrella  with  a  crook  handle  completed  the 
picture.  His  garments  matched  his  outfit.  Black 
cutaway  coat,  more  suited  to  the  Bank  of  England 
than  that  of  the  river,  contrasted  painfully  with 
checked  cotton  trousers,  yellow  boots  and  galoshes, 
while  a  dirty  white  Indian  sun  helmet  topped  this 
strange  attire. 

The  others  were  rigged  out  somewhat  in  the  same 
fashion,  except  the  gun,  and  their  dress  was  not 
quite  so  fantastic,  although  Alphonse  was  immen- 
sely proud  of  a  brown  blanket  with  a  slit  in  the 
middle  through  which  his  head  protruded.  He 
called  it  a  poncho,  which  doubtless  it  was,  and  he 
said  it  was  South  American.  It  may  ha\  e  been ; 
I  know  it  made  him  look  as  big  a  ruffian  as  any 
real  "  greaser." 

I  had  immense  difficulty  in  presei'^lng  my  gra^-ity 
as  Paul  introduced  me  to  his  fellow  Christmas  trees 
— as  Thomas  Atkins  calls  the  young  men  who 
arrive  at  Cape  Town  himg  with  a  multitude  of 
useless  inventions  bought  in  Bond-street  for  cam- 
paigning, and  which  are  thrown  away  in  the  first 
week — and  I  glanced  round  me  expecting  to  see  the 
smiles  of  the  other  travellers  round  about.  But 
nobody  except  myself  seemed  to  see  anything  out  of 
the  common  in  our  party's  appearance,  so  I  accepted 
the  situation  as  a  normal  one,  and  I  have  since 
learnt  that  Jean's  kit  was  as  nothing  compared  to 
some. 

A  French  railway  station  is  a  weird  place.  You 
must  show  your  ticket  several  times  to  fierce  and 
scornful  oilicials  before  you  are  permitted  to  pags 
into  the  pen  in  which  you  are  herded  until  the 
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arrival  of  your  train.  Then  when  this  much -desired 
event  comes  off,  the  doors  opening  on  to  the  platform 
are  flung  open  wide,  and  the  struggling  crowd  of 
first,  second,  and  third  class  humanity  surges  out 
on  to  the  wretched  passengers  just  leaving  the  car- 
riages, to  hustle  them  and  each  other  in  the  fight 
for  places.  Alas  for  vaunted  French  chivalry  and 
politeness.  It  has  gone  never  to  return.  These 
cagings,  regulations,  and  general  mass  of  petty 
annoyances  that  hamper  a  people  whose  motto  is 
"  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity,"  at  every  turn  in 
their  daily  life,  have  driven  the  once  polite  French- 
man to  perdition,  and  he  is  gone  where  the  good 
niggers  go.  On  this  very  occasion  I  saw  a  lady  on 
the  lower  step  of  a  carriage  laboriously  climbing 
up  to  the  door  (the  French  platforms  are  level  with 
the  rails,  not  above  them)  deliberately  pulled  down 
by  a  ruffian  masquerading  in  gentleman's  clothes, 
while  his  companion  scrambled  in  with  a  couple  of 
bundles  and  bags  and  secured  the  only  two  vacant 
seats.  I  could  have  kicked  him,  but  you  must  not 
so  much  as  glare  at  a  Frenchman  nowadays,  or 
you  wiU  be  fined  and  imprisoned  in  spite  of  all  you 
can  urge.    But  to  return  to  our  party. 

We  managed  to  secure  seats  all  together  in  the 
last  compartment  of  the  train,  and  presently  we 
got  under  weigh,  and  I  had  time  to  ask  what  the 
dogs  and  gun  were  for.  "  Why,  to  shoot  with,  of 
course,"  airily  replied  Jean ;  and  when  I  meekly 
said  I  had  been  under  the  impression  that  trout 
were  our  objective,  and  I  didn't  know  they  shot 
trout  oyer  dogs  in  France,  he  got  quite  short  about 
it.  "  You  never  know  what  you  may  come  across 
out  in  the  mountains,"  he  said  loftily,  and  only 
bestowing  a  pitying  glance  on  me  when  I  ejaculated, 
"  Of  course  ;  yes,  I  remember,  bears  abound,  don't 
they  ?  "  He  continued  :  "  I  have  a  friend  who  was 
fishing  last  year  just  where  we  are  going,  and  I 
daresay  you  will  say  I  am  romancing,  but  I  assure 
you  a  blackbird  came  and  sat  on  a  tree  quite 
close  to  him,  and  if  he  had  had  his  gun  he  could 
have  made  a  magnificent  chasse  "  (by  which  he 
meant  had  a  good  day's  sport) ;  "  and  I  am  told,"  he 
went  on,  "  that  three  or  four  years  ago  there  was  a 
shoal"  (he  said  shoal)  "of  partridges  near  where 
we  are  going.  But  all  the  cliasseiirs  of  the  county 
assembled,  dozens  of  them,  and  had  an  enormous 
chasse,  and  I  fear  all  the  precious  birds  were  slain. 
So,"  he  concluded  triumphantly,  "that's  why  I 
take  my  gun  and  dogs  as  well  as  my  rods." 

"  Don't  you  find  it  rather  a  waste  keeping  dogs 
for  so  little  sport,"  I  hazarded. 

"  Not  at  all.  I  have  shot  five  larks  with  them 
and  a  wild  duck."  Paul  laughed  at  this,  and  Jean 
angrily  cried  :  "  Laugh  if  you  like,  it  was  a  wild 
duck ;  it  was  only  a  peasant  idiot  who  swore  it 
was  tame  and  his,  and  I  paid  four  francs  to  save  a 
row.  Of  course  it  was  wild.  I  saw  it  making 
distinct  preparations  to  fly  away  when  my  dogs 
sniffed  at  it,  but  I  shot  it  in  time.  Ah !  I  am 
quick  to  shoot  before  aU  is  lost  by  flight." 
"  I  see,"  is  all  I  could  muster  courage  to  say. 
Although  the  morning  was  warm  and  sunny,  we 
had  both  windows  shut,  my  good  friends  fearing  a 
draught ;  and  presently  I  became  aware  of  a  most 
pernicious  odour  permeating  the  stuffy  atmosphere. 
X  could  not  make  it  out  at  first  until  Paul  and 
Jean  got  into  a  heated  argument  as  to  the  relative 
size  and  colour  of  the  goods  provided  by  their 
respective  maggot  merchants,  and  opening  their 
baskets  hauled  forth  huge  bags  of  the  beasts,  and 
commenced  to  compare  samples.  Then  I  under- 
stood. Goodness,  how  they  hum-hie'd  !  But  the 
dogs  seemed  to  appreciate  it,  and  nobody  else 
seemed  to  notice  anything,  so  I  said  nothing,  and, 
like  Brer  Eabbit,  "  Kep'  on  saying  nothing."  I 
am  not  a  bait  fisher  myself,  but  I  always  had  an 
idea  that  gentles  shpuld  repose  in  bran  or  some- 
thing similar.  These  brutes  were  bowered  in  their 
native  soil. 

In  due  time,  or  rather  undue  time,  for  we  were 
late,  we  reached  our  point — a  little  wayside  station 
close  to  the  river.  The  train  had  been  steadily  and 
laboriously  ascending  since  our  start,  and  when  I 
sprang  out,  glad  to  sniff  the  fresh  air  again,  a  glorious 
sight  met  my  view. 

We  were  in  a  sort  of  amphitheatre  among  the 
foothills,  clad  in  a  green  and  russet  glory,  while 
behind  them  stern  grey  mountains  thrust  their 
snow-clad  summits  into  the  fleecy  clouds.  The 
river,  issuing  from  somewhere  amongst  those  majes- 
tic peaks,  waved,  if  I  may  use  the  word,  along  the 
green  fields  like  a  shining  ribbon,  broken  here  and 
there  with  rocks  and  rapids,  with  now  and  again  a 
primitive  mill-dam.    The  foQthills  contract'el  in^b 


a  gorge  behind  us,  Sown  which  the  river  vanished, 
and  we  were  as  much  shut  in  or  out,  whichever  you 
like,  from  the  town-studded  plains  we  had  left  as 
if  we  were  in  some  remote  valley  in  the  Kockies. 
And  yet  this  scene,  no  fancy  sketch,  is  within  three 
days  of  London  town. 

The  stream  was  in  fair  order,  though  rather  fine 
and  clear,  and  my  friends  lamented  the  lack  of 
colour  in  the  water.  It  was  autumn,  and  the  snow 
had  just  fallen  on  the  mountains  ;  but  it  would 
not  melt  now  until  June  so  there  was  no  fear  of 
broth. 

October  seems  rather  late  for  trouting  does  it  not, 
but  the  season  does  not  close  until  the  twentieth 
of  that  month,  nor  do  the  fish  seem  out  of  con 
dition  then.    It  is  a  very  late  river. 

"  I  am  afi-aid  we  shall  not  catch  any  fish,"  said 
Alphonse,  "  but  we  have  our  dinner,  and  that  is 
the  main  thing.  Nevertheless,  I  should  like  to 
take  back  some  fish  to  Madame;  it  makes  it  so 
much  pleasanter.  You  see  we  cannot  afford  to  buy 
trout.  You  Anglais  spoil  the  market  with  your 
extravagance,  and  the  country  people  will  not  sell 
to  us  at  a  reasonable  price,  so  we  have  to  go  without 
trout,"  and  poor  Alphonse  sighed,  although  Paul 
told  me  he  had  an  income  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year 
and  did  not  spend  half. 

I  laughed.  "  Well,"  I  said,  "  I'll  try  a  fly  pre- 
sently in  the  afternoon,  and  perhaps  I  shall  manage 
to  do  something." 

"  Not  you,"  cried  Jean,  "  the  fly  is  a  useless  bait 
on  this  river.  Maggot  and  maggot  and  again  maggot, 
that  is  all  that  is  good  here."  Poor  Alphonse  looked 
sick  at  this  for  my  words  had  raised  his  hopes. 
But  he  cheered  up  when  PauL  cut  in  with  "  Never 
you  mind,  Alphonse.  I  know  a  mill  near  here 
where  there  is  a  good  long  cut,  and  the  miller 
will  empty  it  for  a  few  francs,  and  there  is  generally 
a  fish  or  two  to  be  found  in  it.  I  have  done 
it  myself  once  or  twice,"  and  Paul  looked  round 
proudly  as  he  made  this  appalling  statement.  By 
Jove,  I  thought,  I  am  beginning  to  learn  a  bit. 
{To  be  continued.) 


A  DEVONSHIEE  IDYLL. 


Quo  vadis  ?  Come  with  me  this  sweet  spring 
day  and  I  will  take  you  to  a  Devonshire  brook 
making  music  as  it  gurgles  along  through  a  delici- 
ous vale  studded  with  countless  primroses  and  wild 
flowers  of  every  hue,  through  meads  green  as  Erin 
itself,  and  overhung  with  copses  from  which  the 
throstle  and  blackbird  welcome  you  with  their 
joyous  love-songs.  Throw  care  to  the  winds. 
To-day  is  o\vc  own  ;  let  us  revel  in  its  delights. 
The  heat  is  almost  summer-like,  yet  tempered  with 
that  freshness  which  only  belongs  to  spring.  The 
sky  is  scarce  flecked  by  a  cloud,  and  only  the  top 
branches  of  the  old  oaks  and  the  beeches,  with 
their  tender,  vivid-green  leaves,  are  stirred  by  a 
caressing  zephyr.  What  do  you  say?  the  water 
too  low,  the  day  too  bright.  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The 
trout  are  often  ravenous  in  this  delightful  weather, 
and  even  if  they  i^rove  fickle,  what  an  exquisite 
ramble  we  shall  have  by  the  brookside.  Do 
Thomson's  lines  occur  to  you  '? 
High  to  their  fount,  this  day,  amid  the  hills, 
And  woodlands  warbling  round,  trace  up  the  brooks. 

Two  miles  of  such  a  lane  as  can  only  be  found  in 
"  fair  Devon,"  canopied  by  shrub  and  tree  and 
gardened  by  bursting  fronds,  ferns,  and  nature's 
sweet  flora,  and  we  are  there.  And  if  the  beck  be 
only  a  few  yards  across  I  promise  you  its  speckled 
denizens  are  quite  as  large  as  most  in  the  river  into 
whose  broad  bosom  it  hurries  so  unceasingly.  You 
hear  a  loud  bird-note,  and  see,  there  goes  the  great 
woodpecker  in  bounding  flight,  his  yellowish-green 
plumage  lit  up  by  the  sun.  View  the  mimic 
cascades,  the  rippling  rims,  and^  that  still,  alder- 
fringed  pool. 

Moist,  bright  and  green. 
The  landscape  laughs  around  ; 
Full  swell  the  woods. 
Let  us  tie  up  and  get  our  little  greenhearts  to 
work.    Artificial  flies  will  not  do  as  the  overgrowth 
would  hinder  casting,  but  live  oak-flies  are  just  the 
thing.    The  gear  is  slight ;  a  gut  collar  almost  as 
fine  as  hair  and  one  tiny  hook.    Hal  there  was  a 
"  plop  "  under  yon  alder  bush  where  the  water  runs 
deep  and  slo\i,:ly.    Keep  well  away  and  kneel  on 
the  soft  grass,  else  you  will  be  seen,  and  note  that 
as  trout  lie  with  their  heads  up-stream, '  it  will  be 
better  to  fish  up.    Now  throw  daintily  and  grasp 
the  rod  uitdcr  the  reel-line.     So  he  has  taken  the 


bait,  for  sec  how  the  gut  glides  out.  Strike  quick 
and  downwards.  Well  hooked— there  was  a  rush. 
How  the  rod  bends  as  he  battles  pluckily  like  all 
Devon  trout.  Now  I  have  him  safe  in  the  landing- 
net—a  good  Alb.  Another  deft  cast  under  the 
opposite  leaves  where  that  dark  current  gUdes  along. 
Steady  I  he  has  it,  and  I  have  him  after  a  tough  fight 
for  liberty.  A  lovely  fish.  What  bright  crimson 
spots  and  glistening  yellow  sides.  And  so  we  go 
on  beneath  patriarch  oaks,  through  orchards  where 
the  pmk  and  white  blossoms  delight  the  eye, 
through  meadows  where  the  red  kine,  peculiar  to 
this  land  of  cream  and  junket,  revel  in  the  lush 
pasturage.-  And  what  charming  sights  greet  the 
true  lover  of  nature.  Here  is  a  rocky  height  over  a 
deep  brown  pool  above  which  the  holly  and  ivy 
clusters  droop,  and,  towering  beyond,  the  various 
green  of  a  delicious  spinney  with  its  myriad  star-like 
primroses  peeping  out  everywhere,  and  whence  the 
cuckoo  keeps  reminding  us  that  "  in  May  he  sings 
all  day."  Halloa  !  there  was  a  meteor-bird  straight 
darting  down  the  stream.  Trust  me  he  is  your 
brother  angler,  that  kingfisher  with  his  blue-green 
and  crimson  coat.  Look  up  under  the  over-arching 
boughs  and  you  will  see  a  dainty  gentleman  in 
evening  dress  with  white  waistcoat.  That  is  our 
friend  the  water-ousel,  or  dipper.  See,  he  flits  to  that 
rock  which  divides  the  current  and  jerks  his  tail  up 
and  down.  Now  he  sees  us  and  is  oft',  with  his 
rmging  chirp.  A  splash  under  your  feet  and  you 
note  a  funny  little  fur-jacketed  animal  with  out- 
stretched tail  slowly  swimming  across.  He  reaches 
the  other  side  and  peers  out  at  you  from  the'hollowed 
bank.  He  is  another  friend,  the  water-rat,  harmless 
and  quite  different  from  the  pestilent  rodent  of 
house  life.  Throw  up  into  that  rippling  run  and  it 
is  a  sovereign  to  a  penny  that  you  have  a  fish. 
Well  landed ;  another  half-pounder.  And  now  for 
a  peaceful  cloud  of  tobacco  as  we  sit  on  a  grass 
carpet  under  this  lovely  spreading  beech,  sur- 
rounded by  apple  trees  and  drinking  in  the  balmy 
air  amid  the  hundred  sights  and  sounds  of  life 
around. 

Where  music  dwells 
Lingering  and  wandering  on  as  loth  to  die. 
Like  thoughts  whose  very  sweetness  yieldeth  proof 
That  they  were  born  for  immortality. 

But  material  things  claim  our  attention,  and 
where  this  enchanting  spot  nears  the  high  road 
stands  a  picturesque  little  inn,  fitly  framed  in 
honeysuckles  and  climbing  rose-trees.  The  land- 
lord asks  us  "  What  sport  ?  "  and  tells  us  of  many 
a  lusty  trout  to  be  had  hard  by  as  he  places  before 
us  the  wine  of  the  country,  real  Devonshire  cider — 
none  of  your  sweetened,  "  faked-up  "  stuff"  which 
usually  passes  for  such— with  home-made  bread, 
fresh  butter,  eggs  and  cheese.  The  open  lattice 
shows  us  a  neat,  old-fashioned  garden,  with  a 
background  of  horse-chestnuts,  a  mass  of  white, 
cone-shaped  blossom.  The  brook  chatters  cheerily 
along,  the  sound  of  bees  is  in  the  air,  bird  music 
"  wakes  around,"  and  we  feel  that  we  are  indeed 
the  world  forgetting  if  not  by  the  world  forgot. 
So,  after  a  rest,  we  resume  our  fishing  until  the 
gloaming  reminds  us  that  all  joys  are  fleeting,  and 
that  we  must  turn  homewards. 

It  is  that  hour  of  quiet  ecstasy. 
When  every  rustling  wind  that  passes  bv 
The  sleeping  leaf  makes  busiest  minstrelsy. 
We  light  our  pipes  and  trudge  along  through  the 
scented  lanes  with  heavy  baskets  but  light  hearts, 
rejoicing  in  our  delightful  surroundings.  Carpc 
diem.     Such  days  live  in  our  minds,  and  if  our 
steps  must  turn  to  more  prosaic  scenes,  we  cherish 
their  memories  and  refresh  ourselves  with  mentally 
reviewing  their  delights  and  rejoicing  with  Nature 
at  her  purest  and  best  where — 

Daisies  pied  and  violets  blue. 

And  lady-smocks  all  silver-white. 
And  cuckoo  buds  of  yellow  hue 
Do  crown  the  meadows  with  delight. 

Black  Hackle. 


Pisir  Unfit  fob  Food  Condemned  in  Octobee. — 
During  last  month  the  oificers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  93  tons 
16  cwts.  3  qrs.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  represent- 
ing 1  ton  in  about  180  tons  ;  1  ton  3  cwts.  at  Shadwell, 
representing  1  ton  in  about  152  tons  ;  and  2  cwts.  2  qrs. 
at  Farringdon.  The  weight  of  fish  delivered  during 
October  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  was 
16,8.36  tons,  of  which  12,918  tons  arrived  by  land  and 
3918  tons  wore  delivered  by  water ;  and  at  ShadwoU 
the  total  delivery  was  175  tons  by  land. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G., 
Nov.  15,  19t)l. 
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ROACH  FISHING  AT 
BEOXBOUENE. 

I  HAD  often  been  told  that  Broxboume-on-the- 
Lea  was  a  great  place  for  fishing,  but  naturally 
thought  that  being  so  close  to  town  it  was  sure 
to  be  over-fished.  But  I  determined  to  give  it  a 
trial  with  the  artificial  fly  as  soon  as  the  weather 
was  suitable.  So  one  Saturday,  being  an  ideal 
day  for  my  game,  I  got  away  by  an  early  train,  and 
reached  the  water  at  ten  o'clock. 

After  a  glass  and  the  purchase  of  a  shilling 
ticket  from  the  genial  proprietor  of  the  riverside 
hotel,  I  got  to  work.  There  were  several  large 
shoals  of  roach  close  to  the  bridge,  and  I  felt  sure 
they  would  amuse  me  the  greater  part  of  the  day  ; 
in  fact  I  never  got  one  hundred  yards  away  from 
the  hotel.  The  day  was  perfect,  intensely  hot 
and  a  strong  sun,  and  the  fish  were  within  two  or 
three  inches  of  the  top  of  the  water.  The  river, 
however,  was  in  a  shocking  condition,  so  much 
floating  weed  laying  stagnant  on  the  water,  which 
I  kept  catching  up  with  my  hooks.  In  spite  of  that, 
and  the  usual  bad  luck  of  missing  and  losing  fish, 
I  landed  twenty-seven  nice  roach,  weight  201b., 
the  best  fish  weighing  I  jlb.  and  the  smallest  ^Ib. 

I  generally  use  a  Wickham's  Fancy  or  Brown 
Alder  Fly  for  roach.  I  find,  as  a  rule,  they  take 
nothing  else.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  art  required 
m  hooking  them,  as  they  do  not  rise  but  quietly 
strike  at  the  sunk  fly  as  it  is  drawn  over  them, 
and  you  have  nothing  but  your  eyesight  to  tell  you 
when  to  strilce.  Arthur  Gibes. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reporti.  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  nursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
gWeTb efow  ""^      ^'^^  London  Bridge 

(30  miu.  tor  Chelsea.  ,  55  min.  for  Kew. 

Addlfi   "     ••  P'ltney.  AddJ^^   „     „  Richmond. 

)45   „     „   Hammersmith,  ^""jso   „     „  Twickenham. 

150   „     „   Barnes.  (85   „     „  Teddington. 

-nY'^.f-^?  -^l'  "^'Sli  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  late?. 

W.B.-A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  veiT  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it.  ' 

Time  of  Hcgh  WiiER  at  London  Bridob. 

Saturday,       Nov.  23    ^'iTs^- 

Sunday,  „    -h  _    "-^f 

Monday,     „  2^  I..;  o.3o  2:::::::^::^.  o  55 

Tuesday  „     20    1.20    1  44 

Wednesday,      „     27    2  9  9 

Thirrsday,    „  2s    2:5! li 

i^"day,        „    99    3.48  ff- 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  river  still  lacks 
life,  and  anglers  have  again  had  another  very  disap- 
pomtmg  week's  sport.    The  water  is  very  low  and 
bright,  a  particular  characteristic  which  it  has  enjoyed 
almost  without  intermission  since  the  coarse  season 
opened.    At  the  Surrey  County  Council  quarterlv 
meeting  just  held   Mr.   Burt  made  the  following 
remarkable  report  to  the  council  as  to  the  doinas 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  :  "  The  average  daily  flow 
at  Teddmgtou  weir  for  the  three  months  ending 
Sept.  .30  was  in  July  four  million  gallons,  in  August 
forty-mne  million  gallons,  and  in   September  five 
million  gallons  less  than  in  1900.    On  July  23  the 
flow  was  only  eighty-four  million  gallons,  whilst  on 
that  day  the  water  companies  pumped  168  million 
gallons,  or  exactly  double  the  quantity  left  by  them 
m  the  river.    On  Aug.  12  the  flow  was  lOi  million 
gallons  and  154  million  gallons  was  pumped,  and  on 
Sept.  9  121  million  gallons  passed  over  the  weir  and 
13S  million  gallons  was  pumped."     Now  that  the 
water  companies  are  allowed  to  take  about  half  of 
the    water    supply    of    the    Thames,    it    is  not 
surprising    that    the    lower    reaches    have  been 
low  and  bright  nearly  all  the  year.    The  heavy 
gales  have  also  interfered  with  sport,  but  the  frost  has 
nipped  off  the  leaves  and  the  weeds,  and  it  only 
requires  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  to  enable  anglers 

^^L^  chance  of  some  good  fish.  I  regret  to  state 
that  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  the  president  of  the  Anchor 
l^ishmg  Society  (Kingston),  has  had  a  paralytic  stroke 
and  is  confined  to  his  bed.  The  doctors,  however 
have  a  favourable  view  of  the  case,  and  it  is  expected 
that  in  a  few  weeks  Mr.  Hill  will  be  able  to  go  abroad 
for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Mr.  Pat  Collins  the 
hon  secretary  of  the  society,  is  also  ill,  and  his  duties 
are  being  carried  on,  pw  tern.,  by  Mr.  G.  E  Ouirk 
— F.  H.  Amphlett.  ' 

■Tr^r^?!?-^^^  Island  Waters,  Bray.— Fishing 
with  Mr.  W.  Turner,  Saturday,  Nov.  9,  took  seven 


jack,  largest  GJlb.,  and  a  chub  of  31b.  14Joz.,  all  taken 
spinning  with  gudgeon  on  Bedford  Spinner.  On 
Nov.  10,  fishing  with  the  same  gentleman  before  lunch, 
took  four  fish,  largest  7^11). ;  after  lunch,  fishing  with 
Mr.  Wiltshire  and  friend,  the  proprietor  of  the  Monkey 
Island  Hotel,  took  five  fish,  the  largest  8|lb.  Fishing 
with  Mr.  Turner,  Saturday,  Nov.  IG,  as  jack  were  on 
the  feed,  had  a  take  of  seven,  the  largest  weighing 
81b.  2oz.  Fishing  on  Nov.  17  with  same  gentleman 
for  three  hour.s  did  not  have  a  run.  The  above  were 
taken  while  fishing  with— Bon  Plu.mmke. 

Thames  (Streatley).— Water  is  still  very  bright. 
Pike  are  on  the  feed.  On  Thursday  (Nov.  14)  at  Moulsford 
Mr.  Davison  had  thirteen  runs  and  landed  nine  pike, 
largest  13^1b.  Mr.  Prank  Coxe  has  taken  several  good 
fish.  Mr.  Clowes,  out  with  Bartholomew,  took  a  pike 
81b.  on  Nov.  17. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

;         (Tedding'ton  Weir).— The  water  is  still  very 

bright,  and  rain  is  wanted  badly.  It  is  one  of  the 
worst  seasons  I  have  ever  seen.  The  roach  <ind  dace 
still  continue  to  feed  well,  and  an  occasional  jack. 
One  day,  with  Mr.  George  Chapman,  I  got  sixteen 
dozen  good  roach  and  dace.  One  day  Mr.  Maitland, 
friend,  and  I  got  eight  dozen.  One  day  Mr.  Lucas  and 
son  thirteen  dozen  dace,  one  jack.  Half  day, 
Mr.  Mills  had  three  jack,  two  perch,  one  jack- 531b  — 
W.  McBride. 

Aucholme  District.— The  sharp  frost  of  the  past 
week  has  caused  the  pike  to  run  somewhat  better, 
but  the  weather  is  at  present  rather  too  inclement  for 
comfortable  work  at  the  waterside,  and  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out.  Since  the  thaw  a  few  roach, 
bream,  and  perch  have  been  taken.  The  fish  have,  I 
believe,  dropped  down  stream  as  usual  at  this  time 'of 
the  year.  Below  Brigg  will  probably  be  the  best 
locality  to  fish. — Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach). —  During  the 
week  up  to  Nov.  17  we  have  had  extremely  early 
winter  weather,  with  few  rods  out.  Monday  (Nov.  18) 
—agreeable  change  in  the  atmosphere.  Time  of 
writing,  quite  springlike,  with  strong  winds.  Some 
parts  of  the  river  (sheltered),  roach  have  been  giving 
good  sport  with  red  paste,  not  over  large ;  plenty  of 
baits  caught  with  the  hook.  Pike  to-day  are  giving 
sport,  especially  midday;  several  had  in  short  time, 
not  large,  principally  up  to  club  rules.  The  water  is 
still  in  splendid  colour,  with  no  obstructions  to  the 
angler.  Bank  fishing  clean.  With  settled  weather, 
anglers  are  looking  for  good  takes  of  roach  and  pike! 
—John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  back-end  salmon  fishing 
has  so  far  been  disappointing.  Singularly  enough 
there  is  no  sign  of  the  autumnal  spring  bursting,  and 
without  rain  there  is  very  little  movement  of  salmon. 
The  water  is  low  and  clear  as  gin,  and  these  circum- 
stances, combined  with  the  myriads  of  floating  leaves, 
make  fishing  very  difficult.  Add  to  this  the  extremely 
frosty  weather  of  last  week,  and  it  may  readily  be 
assumed  that  very  little  is  doing.  Another  week  is 
left  however,  and  that  last  week  has  had  some  splendid 
records. — Bodmin, 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.).— The  long  looked  for 
rain  has  come  at  last,  and  the  river  has  been  in  heavy 
flood,  but  is  now  fining  down,  and  should  the  weather 
keep  fair,  the  water  should  be  in  good  fishing  order  by 
the  end  of  this  week.  We  have  had  some  severe  frosts 
but  to-day  (Nov.  18)  it  is  quite  mild.— H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).—  Since  my  last  report 
we  have  experienced  varied  changes  of  weather,  the 
frost  for  the  last  three  days  having  been  unusually 
severe,  and  I  noted  our  river  at  Exe  Bridge  last 
Saturday  morning  was  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of 
ice  from  bank  to  bank.  The  weather  is  now  very  mild, 
but  high  winds  prevail.  The  prospects  for  pike  fishing 
now,  however,  look  more  promising.  A  few  pike  have 
been  taken  by  our  city  anglers  near  Topsham,  but  the 
best  catches  of  this  class  of  fish  have  been  at  Burles- 
combe  on  the  Tiverton  and  Burlescombe  Canal.  A 
Mr.  Benn  has  had  several  nice  pike  there,  and  in  one 
day  took  seven,  I  hear,  the  two  best  fish  caught  weighing 
12|lb.  and  101b.  each.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Camhs.)— 
The  rush  of  water  following  the  heavy  downfall  of  rain 
which  occurred  some  ten  days  ago  has  not  been  so 
heavy  as  was  anticipated  immediately  after  it  fell. 
That  shows  the  subterranean  springs  have  taken  much 
feeding.  Sport,  however,  has  been  very  limited  owing 
to  the  unsettled  weather.  There  were  no  indications 
to  tempt  visitors  to  put  in  an  appearance.  A  few 
locals  at  different  points  recorded  captmes,  but  these 
are  of  little  importance.  Frost  ought  to  be  stirring 
up  pike,  and  we  expect  good  work  as  soon  as  weather 
settles. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Though  flooding 
was  not  so  great  as  expected,  we  hear  of  a  little  sport 
between  Retford  and  Haxey,  chiefly  good-sized  roach 
and  dace.  At  Mattersey,  Scrooby,  and  one  or  two 
other  places  takes  are  mentioned  up  to  101b.  and  121b. 
The  chance  of  pike  fishing  should  be  improved  by  the 
keen  frost,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  Idle,  Rytou, 
and  Trent  have  been  put  out  of  order  by  the  heavy 
rainfall. — L. 

Lea.— The  severe  frost  resulted  in  the  Lea  being 
covered  with  ice  in  mainy  reaches  at  the  beginning  of 


the  week,  but  the  water  is  again  open,  thougli  still 
exceedingly  clear  and  sluggish.  Not  many  anglers 
were  out  on  Nov.  17,  and  sport  was  very  quiet  alt 
round  under  the  conditions  mentioned.  Perch  and 
pike  have  been  principally  caught.  A  nice  basket  of 
perch  has  been  secured  in  the  Broxbourno  district, 
and  perch  up  to  lib.  have  been  captured  at  PonderV 
End.  A  pike  of  81b.  has  been  lauded  at  St.  Margaret's, 
and  a  few  roach  have  been  secured.  Last  week,  at 
Hertford,  a  local  angler  took  141b.  of  roach  in  the  Lea. 
The  frost  has  pla.\cd  havoc  witli  the  weeds,  and  anRlers 
now  require  a  good  Hush  of  land  water  to  sweep  tliem 
away  and  scour  the  bed  of  the  stream.  On  the  Storl, 
which  has  also  been  in  the  icy  grip  of  Jack  Frost,' 
anglers  have  met  with  very  quiet  times  among  the 
roach.  This  river  also  badly  needs  freshening  up  and 
cleansing. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Good  takes  of  pike  have  been 
had  here  during  the  week  up  to  2()lb.  per  rod,  largest 
scaled  during  the  week  was  Gib.,  the  average  \vcir/ht  is 
between  81b.  and  41b.  All  other  fishing,  with  tiic  excep- 
tion of  roach,  slow  at  present.  A  good  rain  is  greatly 
needed  to  improve  the  fishing.— P.  W.  G. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  at  a  little  better 
level  than  they  have  been  for  some  months.  The  late 
rain  caused  a  stain  last  week,  but  it  soon  cleared  off, 
and  the  weather  turned  very  foggy  followed  bv  severe 
frosts,  and  angling  has  been  quiet  as  the  weather 
turned  to  quite  a  gale  of  wind  and  fishing  was  almost 
irnpossiljle  for  a  few  days.  At  present  the  weather  is 
mild,  but  rain  will  come  when  the  wind  drops  and 
the  prospects  for  next  week* are  very  uncertain. — 

GWYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and   Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  did  not  further  rise  after  report  was  sent  off 
last  week,  and  have  in  the  meantime  sunk  a  little — 
they  are  now  running  at  lowest  summer  level,  and 
clear.  The  weather  has  been  too  changeable,  as  well 
as  too  boisterous,  to  induce  anglers  to  visit  the  river- 
side, consequently  but  little  has  been  done.  Flies 
will  remain  as  stated  in  last  week's  report.  Bottom 
and  mid-water  fishing  should  improve  daily.  If  the 
weather  settles  moderately  fine,  good  sport  may  be 
looked  for  in  the  coming  week.  The  season  being 
now  far  advanced  the  fly  is  of  little  use,  except 
between  the  hours  of  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m.  This 
evening  (Nov.  20)  the  glass  is  rather  low.  Wind  S.W., 
weather  muggy,  warm  for  time  of  year,  and  clouds 
threatening  rain.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Circumstances  have  been 
very  averse  to  angling  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks, 
in  consequence  of  the  prevailing  fog,  wind,  and  rain! 
Only  a  day  or  two  during  the  period  have  been  favour- 
able. The  only  catch  worth  reporting  for  some  time 
now  is  one  by  Mr.  Ream,  Peterborough,  at  Castor, 
where  he  secured  five  nice  pike  with  five  baits  — 
E.A.S. 

Old  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon  (Middlesex).— Jack 
fishing  has  been  very  good  here  the  last  fortnight. 
The  largest  one  caught  so  far  for  the  f  1  Is.  prize  this 
month  is  by  Mr.  A.  Covell,  22,  Portsdowne-road, 
Maida-hill,  who  caught  one  on  Nov.  18  weichin" 
91b.  ^oz.— F.  DixoN.  " 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Before  these  rivers  had  recovered  from  the 
recent  great  flood  the  weather  again  changed  for  the 
worse,  and  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  very 
stormy  with  heavy  rain  and  with  very  boisterous  winds 
from  the  south-west,  and  rain  still  falling.  There  is 
every  reason  to  fear  that  these  rivers  will  again  be 
seriously  flooded,  and  heavy  floods  in  this  neighbour- 
hood mean  most  heavy  losses  to  the  farmers' on  the 
low-lying  lands  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Under 
these  circumstances  angling  is,  of  course,  an  impossi- 
bility, but  the  very  mild  weather  now  prevailing  here 
allows  the  leaves  of  autumn  to  linger  on  the  trees 
instead  of  causing  anglers  to  make  use  of  strong 
language  when  the  rivers  are  full  of  fallen  leaves. 
The  sun  shining  on  the  golden  leaves  still  on  the  trees 
in  this  vicinity  is  well  worth  a  long  journey  to  witness, 
with  a  prospect  of  good  sport  angling  in  the  near 
future. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk).— The  water  still  remains 
clear  and  with  no  signs  of  any  heavy  rainfall.  Sport 
still  continues  rather  slow.  On  Nov.  17,  the  water, 
as  far  as  one  could  see,  was  covered  with  thick  ice, 
and  fishing  was  out  of  the  question.  The  river  is! 
however,  open  again,  and  some  few  jack  have  been 
taken,  the  largest  one  of  GJlb.  by  Mr.  Geo.  Root.  A 
few  roach  up  to  \\\h.  have  been  taken,  but  we  are 
wanting  some  colour  in  the  river  badlv.  —  W. 
Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  —  Frost 

and  fog  has  been  the  experience  of  the  week.  Rain 
has  long  threatened,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
slight  showers  has  held  off.  Angling  has  suffered  in 
consequence,  as  rain  is  badly  wanted  to  clear  weeds 
and  general  accumulation  from  the  rivers.  A  few 
small  pike  have  been  captured  from  the  Ouse  at  Bar- 
combe  Mills  and  Isfield  ;  also  a  few  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Cuckmere  at  Alfriston.  The  Ouse  Preserva- 
tion Society  recently  placed  several  hundred  young 


354 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


November  23,  1901 


carp  in  the  Ouse  above  Barcombe  Mills.  A  few  small 
pike  have  been  taken  near  Henfield  on  the  Adur,  but 
all  rivers  are  much  too  bright  for  successful  sport. 
Chichester  Canal  has  been  fairly  well  patronised,  and 
pike  up  to  61b.  have  been  taken. — Geokge  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Tame  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  at  a  nice  level,  and  in  splendid 
order  for  grayling  fishing.  The  rain  lof  last  week 
caused  the  river  to  rise  several  inches,  and  cleared  the 
dead  leaves  off  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  been  more 
on  the  move  since.  At  the  end  of  the  week  the  weather 
turned  very  severe,  and  there  were  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  degrees  of  frost  registered  in  places ;  this  was 
followed  by  thick  fogs,  and  to-day  (Wednesday),  after  a 
windy  night,  it  is  warm  and  like  spring.  Angling  has  not 
been  brisk  this  week  owing  to  the  windy  weather,  a 
few  rods  being  out  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  Nov. 
19  and  20,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue, 
Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hare's  Ear, 
and  a  few  nice  grayling  have  been  landed.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  rather  quiet  this  week.  Pike  are 
moving  well  at  live  halt.  At  the  end  of  last  week  large 
numbers  of  eels  were  taken  in  the  fish  traps  at  the 
mills.  The  prospects  for  next  week  are  ^ood.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  all  clear  and  in  order  ; 
fishing  quiet  on  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  water  is  running 

clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  greatly  improved  since  last 
report.  The  rain  caused  the  river  to  colour  a  little, 
but  it  soon  ran  off,  and  the  weather  has  been  very 
frosty  and  foggy  for  a  few  days  ;  then  more  rain, 
and  now  the  weather  is  fine,  but  there  is  a  prospect  of 
Qore  rain.  The  fish  have  been  well  on  the  move 
luring  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  angling  has  been 
rather  quiet,  very  few  rods  being  out,  and  little  will 
be  done  until  the  wrather  gets  more  settled.  Prospects 
for  sport  good. — Worcestee. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping). — Pike  fishing  con- 
tinues good  here,  as  reports  announce  that  the  Rev. 
F.  W.  Wright  landed  nine,  the  largest  weighing  5Jlb  ; 
Mr.  Charity  succeeded  in  getting  one,  and  on  Satur- 
day, Nov.  16,  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Springtho;:pe 
captured  seven,  all  in  good  condition. — E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  laincolusiiire). — 
The  floods  have  put  both  body  and  colour  into  the 
waters  of  the  Witham.  Anglers  with  yellow  paste 
have  picked  up  a  few  baskets  of  roach  at  Five  Mile 
House  and  Bardney.  From  Tattershall  and  Dogdyke 
we  hear  also  of  small  baskets  obtained  with  paste  and 
maggots.  Pike  anglers  have  also  taken  a  few  fish 
about  Bardney,  Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke,  but  most  of 
the  fishing  has  been  done  by  local  experts.  The 
reports  from  the  drains  about  Boston  are  very  meagre 
this  week.  A  few  roach  have  been  captured  on  the 
Mount  and  Hob  Hole  drains,  but  the  weather  is  too 
stormy  and  unsettled  to  tempt  anglers  to  the  banks. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  —  The  inces- 
sant heavy  rains  we  have  had  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week  has  kept  the  above  rivers  in 
semi-flood  the  greater  part  of  the  week,  and  scarcely 
fishable,  except  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  Nov.  16  and 
18.  Mr.  Cooper,  fishing  the  Darleydale  water,  took 
two  brace  of  nice  grayling  ;  this  same  gentleman  fish- 
ing the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Association's  water 
below  Cromford,  on  Nov.  16,  took  three  grayling.  On 
Nov.  20,  the  Derwent  was  bank  full,  and  if  no  more 
rain  falls  it  will  be  Saturday  or  Monday,  Nov.  23  or  25, 
before  fishable.  When  in  order,  the  following  flies 
should  be  useful  : — Whirling  Dun,  Ash  Dun,  Smock 
Fly,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Needle  Fly,  and  Furnace  Ply. — 

DOTTEEEL. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 

&c.  (Yorks). — The  sharp  frost  of  Nov.  14  which  con- 
tinued for  a  few  days  improved  the  grayling  fishing 
and  a  few  nice  dishes  were  caught  up  to  Nov.  16,  but 
since  then  I  have  had  to  dodge  gales,  rains,  and  floods, 
and  have  only  been  able  to  pick  up  a  brace  or 
two  in  the  Cover  between  the  storms,  for  since 
Nov.  18  the  Yore  itself  has  been  too  flooded  for 
angling;  the  bottom  fishermen  have  fared  quite  as  bad. 
Mr.  Cayley  got  a  nice  pike  or  two  on  Saturday  last 
with  the  Harrogate  Spinner.  A  few  Leeds  anglers 
have  visited  Boroughbridge,  but  with  only  moderate 
success,  for  the  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  perch  are  not 
feeding  at  all  well,  but  considering  the  high  and  dis- 
coloured water  Messrs.  Mason,  Grimshaw,  and  others 
did  fairly  well  at  Ripon  and  Bishop  Monkton,  the  best 
bait  being  the  maggot.  Very  little  has  been  attempted 
in  the  Swale  owing  to  the  wretched  weather  and  flooded 
state  of  the  water.  The  bankful  state  of  the  Wharfe 
has  put  a  stop  to  angling  again.  Prior  to  Monday  a 
few  dishes  of  grayling  were  creeled  at  Appletreewick, 
Barden,  Burnsall,  Ben  Rhydding,  Ilkley,  etc.,  the 
best  basket  being  the  joint  one  of  Messrs.  Collier  and 
Gunnee,  which  weighed  close  upon  101b.  Most  of 
the  fish  were  caught  with  maggot  on  a  number  13 
Seneck  bend  hook.  A  few  mixed  baskets  of  roach, 
dace,  etc.,  are  reported  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Wetherby  down  to  Thorp  Arch,  but  sport  rules  poor 
in  this  river  and  in  the  Nidd.  The  Derwent  anglers 
have  done  very  moderately  of  late,  and  only  meagre 
accounts  come  to  hand  from  Yeddingham,  Ayton,etc., 
although  a  few  fine  roach  from  lib.  up  to  lib.  7oz. 


have  been  taken  in  quiet  places.  Sport  has  ruled  bad 
at  Malton  and  Castle  Howard ;  the  tributary  streams 
the  Rye,  Costa,  Hodge,  and  Pickering  Beck  have  fished  a 
little  better  and  some  fine  grayling  are  reported,  although 
remarkable  for  quantity.  The  Ouse  has  been  prac- 
tically unfishable,  owing  to  its  flooded  state.  Hornsea 
Mere  has  fished  had  as  a  rule  this  season,  but  prior  to 
the  storm  of  last  week  Mr.  Woodhouse  killed  forty- 
four  pike  in  three  days.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  York  Angling  Association  have  met  with 
fair  sport  amongst  the  jack  in  the  Pocklington 
Canal.  As  our  rivers  subside  the  little  red  worm 
or  gentle  will  be  the  best  baits  for  grayling, 
roach,  dace,  etc.  ;  the  Harrogate  Spinner  or  a 
lively  dace  for  pike,  and  the  live  minnow  for 
perch.  Should  the  weather  be  at  all  genial,  grayling 
will  rise  from  11  a.m.  to  2  p.m.  at  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Blue  Hawk,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Red  Tag, 
Golden  Crow,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  and  Red  Tag,  but 
for  many  years  I  have  found  that  during  the  latter 
part  of  November  and  December  you  cannot  dress 
your  flies  too  small,  and  that  good  imitations  of  the 
natural  flies  such  as  the  Dark  Needle  kill  better  than 
any  of  the  Fancies. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Spawning  season.  — 
Last  week's  storm  gave  a  slight  check  to  spawning 
operations,  and  the  rivers  shrunk  rapidly  under  a  keen 
frost,  ranging  from  sixteen  to  twenty  degrees.  Curlers 
were  in  their  glory,  but  their  joy  was  short-lived,  for 
with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  days  the  weather  has 
again  been  fresh,  in  fact,  quite  mild,  with  heavy  rains. 
However,  the  "  shortening  day "  will  undoubtedly 
bring  with  it  an  early  winter.  The  Skibo  Hatchery 
has  been  stocked  with  over  140,000  salmon  ova,  and  Mr. 
Coutts  (Mr.  Carnegie's  overseer)  reports  that  they  are 
doing  well.  The  Kyle  of  Sutherland  Board's  hatchery, 
under  Mr.W.  Duncan,  inspector,  has  been  again  stocked 
with  half-a-million  eggs  from  the  upper  feeders  of  the 
Shin.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  hatchery 
has  also  received  its  full  complement,  and  all  over 
there  has  been  little  or  no  difficulty  in  securing  ripe 
fish  this  season,  while  the  state  of  the  weather  and 
water  have  been  very  helpful  in  looking  for  brood-fish. 
Fishings  are  letting  very  freely  on  the  Dee  ;  Mr.  Coates 
comes  to  Glentana  again,  Lord  Garrioch  to  Borrow- 
stone,  Mr.  Deverell  to  Dess,  and  Mr.  Grace  to  the 
Commonty  and  Carlogie. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.  —  The  Border  rivers  closed 
their  rod  fishing  on  Friday  night  (Nov.  15),  and 
during  the  day  a  number  of  salmon  were  landed  by 
the  rods  just  before  darkness  came  on.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom  hooked  one  late  on 
in  the  afternoon  and  lost  it.  His  keeper  killed  one 
of  201b.  with  spoon  bait  in  the  Hole  pool  near  the 
Burnfoot,  and  he  had  another  of  251b.  in  the  back  of 
the  Wood  pool.  On  the  previous  day  the  keeper 
killed  one  of  161b.  in  the  back  of  the  Wood.  These 
fish  were  taken  with  a  small  silver  and  bronze  spoon 
when  the  ;fly  had  failed  to  bring  -a  rise  of  fish.  An 
odd  fish  was  taken  here  and  there  in  the  higher  waters. 
Unfortunately  the  angling  ended  in  a  disappointing 
way.  The  heavy  rains  in  the  early  part  of  the  week 
kept  the  river  in  full  flood,  and  it  was  only 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  closing  day  that 
the  waters  came  into  ply  for  the  fly.  On  the  Nith  a 
few  fish  were  taken  on  some  of  the  private  waters,  but 
generally  the  sport  was  very  poor.  Most  of  the  fish 
taken  with  the  fly  were  killed  by  flies  dressed 
by  Mr.  John  Jackson,  Dumfries,  who  is  allowed 
to  be  a  grand  hand  at  making  a  taking  fly.  The 
whole  back  end  was  a  disappointing  one  for  the  rods. 
There  were  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  pools  from 
the  beginning  of  October  to  th;e  close,  but  the  frequent 
floods  kept  the  fish  restless,  and  they  would  not  take 
the  fly.  The  Galloway  Urr  continues  open  for  rod 
fishing  until  the  end  of  the  month,  but  there  are  no 
reports  from  that  river  this  week. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  effect  of  last  week's  storm  had  scarcely  passed  ofi, 
when  a  further  interruption  to  angling  was  experienced 
owing  to  succeeding  fresh  and  the  rapid  melting  of  the 
snow  on  the  hills.  The  shallow  casts  were  tried  on 
Friday  and  Saturday,  Nov.  15  and  16,  but  the  results 
were  not  encouraging,  a  keen  frost  prevailing  and  the 
waters  being  off  colour.  On  Monday,  Nov.  18,  both 
rivers  rose  to  the  extent  of  three  feet,  and  have 
kept  fluctuating  ever  since.  On  Wednesday,  Nov.  20, 
they  were  up  about  four  feet,  and  the  weather  seems 
entirely  broken  as  it  has  simply  poured  all  day,  and 
they  are  sure  to  be  much  higher  to-morrow.  The 
season  closes  at  the  end  of  next  week,  and  this  curtail- 

Grayling  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattern, 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (12 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2s.  Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast  ,  Is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "  Pritfs  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  12s.  6d. 
"Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  6d.  ".Tackson's 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7s.  6d.— J.  E. 
MILLER  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams :  "  Pisoator,  Leeds." 


ment  is  somewhat  disappointing,  especially  as  excellent 
sport  was  being  experienced  on  most  of  the  Tweed 
fishings.  Teviot  has  proved  remarkably  unproduc- 
tive, the  only  capture  reported  being  those  of  a 
nice  grilse  of  71b.,  caught  by  Mr.  Jas.  Chisholm, 
on  the  Castle  Pool  on  Nov.  8,  and  a  seatrout 
caught  at  Jack's  Plumb  by  Mr.  J.  0.  Wilson, 
on  Nov.  16.  An  181b.  salmon  is  reported  to 
have  been  killed  in  the  Jedburgh  district.  On 
Floors  lower  water  on  Saturday  Mr.  McCulloch 
had  two  salmon  of  281b.  and  201b.,  and  at  Rutherford 
Mr.  M.  P.  Lucas  one  of  281b.  On  the  Bolside  water 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  Scott,  of  Gala,  caught  one  of 
171b.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The  highest  flood  that  has  been 
known  for  many  years  was  experienced  all  over  the 
watershed  of  this  river  on  Nov.  12,  the  smallest  side 
stream  being  a  raging  torrent,  and  causing  serious 
damage  to  the  fishery  by  displacing  all  the  newly- 
made  trout  redds.  This  was  directly  followed  by  a  hard 
frost  that  at  once  reduced  the  small  and  medium 
tributaries  to  mere  rivulets,  and  left  salmon  and 
trout  that  had  ascended  too  far  into  the  upper 
reaches  with  not  enough  water  to  cover  them.  There 
are  over  one  hundred  salmon  in  the  ponds  of 
the  hatchery  at  Kilrea,  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  brought  from  the  river  Moyola  at  Castledow- 
son.  None  of  these  fish  are  yet  ripe  for  spawning. 
I  see  that  the  effect  of  temperature  on  the  ascent  of 
salmon  from  salt  to  fresh  water  and  their  movements 
when  in  the  rivers  is  being  taken  up  for  the  first  time 
by  Scotch  scientists.  If  these  gentlemen  would  take 
the  trouble  of  looking  up  my  reports  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  the  past  five  years  they  would  there  find 
that  I  often  stated  that  it  was  temperature  that 
caused  the  salmon  to  either  take  or  refuse  the  fly  or 
any  other  lure,  and  that  their  various  movements 
were  due  to  its  effects. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  was  so  very 
rough  and  wet  this  week  that  coarse  fishing  was  im- 
possible on  river  or  lake.  The  rivers  are  all  in  flood, 
which  keeps  down  poaching. — J.  A.  B. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim). — Up  to  date  a  fair  head  of 
salmon  has  run  up  the  Maine,  which  would  ensure 
good  fishing  in  a  season  or  two  if  this  once  splendid 
river  were  properly  conserved. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Iioughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Both  loughs  are  in  a  high  state  from  the 
very  heavy  rains  we  had  last  week.  No  pike  anglers 
on  the  loughs  for  the  past  week. — Pat  Hbarnes. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Mourne,  Derg,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  etc.,  are  all  high  in  flood,  and  salmon  are 
pushing  up  still.  As  a  rule,  the  big  runs  of  spawning 
fish  are  over  in  these  rivers  by  the  new  year.  There 
is  a  noticeable  increase  in  the  numbers  ascending  the 
Blackwater  and  Ballinderry. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Spavming  fish  are  already 
numerous  in  all  the  principal  rivers  here.  Parties  of 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  are  now  stationed  at 
Derriana  Lodge  and  Dromid  Lodge  to  assist  the  bailiffs 
in  protecting  the  spawning  fish  on  the  Cummeragh. 
Waterville,  which  heretofore  was  included  in  the 
Killarney  district,  has  been  constituted  a  separate 
district.— T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Nov.  29 :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Men. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

27th 

28th 

29th 

a.m. 
p.m. 

1.  0 
1.28 

1.45 

2,22 

2.49 
.3.15 

3.40 
4.  4 

4.28 
4.50 

5.16 
5. 40 

6.  5 
6.30 

a.m. 
p.m. 

5.57 
6.27 

6.54 
7.19 

7.43 
8.  8 

8.31 
9.  9 

9.26 
9.51 

10.16 
10.40 

11.  5 
11.29 

a.m. 
p.m. 

6.39 
7:  9 

7.36 
8.  1 

8.25 
8.50 

9.13 
9.51 

10.  8 
10.33 

10.53 
11.22 

11.47 

a.m. 
p.m. 

7.27 
7.56 

8.24 
8.48 

9.13 
9.38 

10.  0 
10.39 

10.55 
11.21 

11.46 

0.10 
0.35 

a.m. 

8.62 

9.50 

10.43 

11.33 

0.48 

1.38 

p.m. 

9.22 

10.17 

11.  8 

11.58 

0.23 

1.13 

2.  3 

Burnham-on- 

a.m. 

9.  3 

10.  6 

10.54 

11.44 

0.  9 

0.59 

1.49 

Crouch  

p.m. 

9.33 

10.28 

11.19 

0.34 

2.21 

2.14 

Southend,  Sheer- 

a.m. 

9  51 

10.46 

11.36 

0.  1 

0.51 

1.40 

2.27 

ness  and  Leigh... 

p.m. 

10.19 

11.11 

0.26 

1.16 

2.  4 

2.50 

Margate,  B'dstairs, 

a.m. 

8.54 

9.49 

10.39 

11.29 

0.43 

1.30 

and  Ramsgate ... 

p.m. 

9.22 

10.14 

11.  4 

11.54 

0.19 

1.  7 

1.53 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 

a.m. 
p.m. 

7.55 
8.23 

8.50 
9.17 

9.43 
10.10 

10.38 
11.  6 

11.33 

0.  1 

0.27 

0.54 

1.20 

a.m. 

7.39 

8.34 

9.27 

10.27 

11.17 

0.39 

p.m. 

8.  7 

9.  1 

9.54 

10.50 

11.45 

0.11 

1.  4 

Eastbourne  and 

a.m. 

8.  5 

9.  0 

9.53 

10.48 

11.43 

0.11 

1.  4 

Brighton   

p.m. 

8.33 

9.27 

10.20 

11.16 

0.37 

1.30 

a.m. 
p.m. 

8.32 
8.58 

9.22 
9.46 

10.10 
10.34 

10.59 
11.24 

11.49 

0.13 
0.36 

0.69 
1.21 

Shoreham  and 

a.m. 

8.23 

9.18 

10.11 

11.11 

0.29 

0.22 

Southwick  

p.m. 

8.51 

9.45 

10.38 

11.34 

0.  1 

0.55 

1.48 

Portsmouth  and 

a.m. 

8.39 

9.36 

10.27 

11.17 

0.35 

1.26 

Hayling  Island 

p.m. 

9.  9 

10.  2 

10.52 

11.43 

0.  9 

1.  1 

1.50 

a.m. 

2.34 

3.36 

4.30 

5.22 

6.15 

7.  3 

7.49 

p.m. 

3.  6 

4.  4 

4.56 

5,49 

6.40 

7.26 

8.12 

Ballinskelligfs. — Sport  has  been  good.  On  one 
day  four  anglers  had  136  fish  (principally  whiting)  in 
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about  three  hours,  and  on  another  day  they  had  123 
in  about  the  same  time. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Only  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
occasionally,  and  sport  has  not  been  quite  as  good  as 
usual.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton.— On  Nov.  14,  a  nice  take  of  grey  mullet 
was  made  by  a  seine  net,  close  in  shore.  Whiting  were 
taken  by  boat  anglers  up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  since 
which  the  sea  has  been  too  rough,  and  at  time  of 
writing  (Nov.  20)  continues  so.  By  the  way,  since  the 
recent  completion  of  the  concrete  stone  groynes, 
near  the  site  of  the  old  Chain  Pier  and  eastward,  the' 
beach  is  becoming  more  and  more  sandy,  so  much  so 
that  long  worms  are  occasionally  dug  for.  It  might 
be  worth  while  to  import  a  few  thousand  and  put 
them  down  to  breed,  for  lug  being  such  an  excellent 
bait  Brighton  boat  anglers  have  to  procure  it— at  a 
high  price— from  Shoreham.  "Brighton  winter  her- 
rings "  are  showing  up  some  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  shore,  and  a  few  boats  with  drift  nets  have  already 
made  small  captures.  The  fish  are  small,  but  of  excel- 
lent flavour. — H. 

Burnliani-oii-Croucli.— On  Nov.  17  twenty-nine 
members  of  the  Central  Club  came  down  in  one  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway's  comfortable  saloon  carriages. 
Bright  sunshine  greeted  them,  yet  the  hoar  frost  from 
the  trees  covered  footpath,  road,  and  pedestrians. 
Sport  was  not  so  good  as  they  would  have  wished,  yet 
the  eight  prizes  fished  for  were  taken  in  the  following 
order  :— Messrs.  C.  E.  Wood,  G.  Allison,  R.  Richardson, 
J.  Allison,  H.  King,  D.  Sweeney,  A.  E.  Burnett,  and 
A.  Denham.  Being  late  down  they  were  only  able  to 
fish  from  half  flood  tide  to  the  top."  Anglers  who  were 
out  on  the  ebb  had  very  fair  takes.  Mr.  W.  Cole  had 
eighty  fish,  and  a  gentleman  fishing  from  his  yacht 
had  eighty-one  fish,  amongst  which  were  thirteen  dabs. 
On  Nov.  24  the  tide  will  be  good  for  those  who  come 
down. — J.  Weight. 

 A  great  many  anglers  were  down  6nNov.  16  and 

17,  and  all  were  disappointed  with  the  weather  and 
bad  sport.  Mr.  Borthwick  got  about  120  whiting  and 
Mr.  Buteux  and  party  150;  Mr.  Cole  and  friend,  in 
Ferry  Hole,  got  eighty  good  whiting ;  Mr.  King  'and 
friend,  eighty  whiting  and  a  codling  of  21b. ;  Mr. 
Martin  and  friends  (out  with  myself)  got  160  whiting, 
dabs,  and  one  plaice  about  21b.- William  Yardley 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— On  a  couple  of  days 
pretty  good  sport  was  had  at  pollack,  whiting,  etc.,  in 
this  district,  but  angling  is  now  brought  to  a  stand- 
still by  rough  weather,  which  has  caused  a  high 
sea.— T.  J.  D.  ^ 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry);— Sea  angling  is  suspended 
here  at  present  in  consequence  of  strong  winds  and 
heavy  cross  seas. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Heavy  gales  and  high  sea  quite  put  a  stop 
to  rod  and  line  for  a  few  days.  Nov.  16,  wind  N.W., 
light ;  water  very  thick.  A  nice  cod  of  about  121b.  swara 
ashore  opposite  the  Napier,  and  one  of  the  local 
fishermen  had  the  pleasure  of  picking  it  up.  Colonel 
Nutall,  out  for  a  short  time,  landed  with  a  nice  cod 
of  131b. ;  Mr.  Brewer  32  whiting  and  3  codling. 
In  the  evening  a  large  contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an 
appearance.  Nov.  17— Wind  N.W.,  light :  sun  shining 
brightly;  water  still  thick.  Mr.  Nunn  and  Mr. 
C.  Marshall  landed  with  80  whiting,  Messrs.  H.  and 
S.  Woods  100  whiting,  4  good  codling,  and  2  small 
congers ;  Messrs.  B.  Smith  and  G.  Redsall  97  whiting 
and  3  codling.  Nov.  18.— Wind  westerly,  gentle 
breeze,  and  water  getting  in  good  condition ;  good 
takes  of  very  large  whiting  landed.  Messrs.  Slade, 
Debenham,  and  two  friends  fishing  on  Nov.  16, 
17,  and  18,  landed  420  whiting,  6  codling,  and  a 
few  dabs  and  dogfish.  Nov.  19.— Strong  breeze, 
westerly ;  a  few  boats  out,  and  good  takes  of  fish  landed. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Meyer,  Mr.  J.  T.  Belfrage,  and  Mr.  Tatour, 
two  rods  only,  184  whiting,  8  large  pouting,  2  fine 
codling,  and  2  dogfish.  Nov.  20.— Wind  westerly, 
fresh  ;  water  smooth  and  in  good  condition  ;  good  takes 
of  fish  landed.  I  understand  Messrs.  Burgess  and 
Wickham  landed  400  whiting.  With  favourable  weather 
I  anticipate  good  results  at  the  forthcoming  B.S.A.S. 
Competition. — Edwabd  Hangee  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Considerable  interest  was 
evinced  in  the  pier  competition  on  Nov.  16  and  17, 
and  large  numbers  patronised  the  pier  on  both 
days  to  watch  the  progress  of  events.  The  success  of 
the  only  lady  competitor  proved  most  popular  with 
her  brother  anglers.  Poor  sport  was  obtained  through- 
out the  day,  but  after  dark  matters  improved  con- 
siderably, and  some  good  takes  of  whiting  and  codling 
were  made,  especially  by  Mr.  Hills  and  Mr.  Hegley. 
Monday  brought  out  a  goodly  array  of  anglers  of  both 
sexes,  including  Mrs.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Smyth,  and 
Messrs.  Morrell,  Stait,  Pickup,  Rhodes,  Jefferson, 
Gardner,  Lewis,  Burrett,  Tisdjle,  Mansfield,  Hummel^ 
Curtiss,  Correll,  Holland,  Mackaness,  Talbot,  Pethe- 
bridge,  Taylor,  Skokoe,  Maull,  and  Sanders.  Fish  of 
various  kinds  came  to  hand  all  day  long,  and  at  night 
the  catch  was  phenomenal,  baskets,  pails,  creels  and 
bags  being  filled  in  rapid  succession.  Many  of  the 
whiting  taken  were  much  larger  than  any  previously 
caught  upon  the  pier  during  the  present  season.  A 


few  additional  rodsters  put  in  an  appearance  on  Tues- 
day including  Mr.  Burgess,  Mr.  Wickham,  and  Mr. 
Collins,  but  neither  whiting  nor  codling  deigned  to 
patronise  their  would-be  captors,  and  the  evening 
fishing  proved  poor  compared  with  that  o1 
the  previous  night.  Mr.  Eldridge  was  the  sole  occu- 
pant of  the  pier  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  and  he 
f^P"ienced  some  excellent  sport  upon  the  slack  of 
the  flood  tide,  but  poor  results  were  obtained  during 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  until  the  draw  of  the  flood 
tide,  when  the  whiting  Int  very  freely  and  every  rod 
accounted  for  a  considerable  number  of  fish,  many  of 
thoin  scaling  close  upon  a  pound  each.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Cunnington,  who  arrived  somewhat  hite  upon  tho 
scene,  were  soon  busy  among  the  whiting  and  I'oaliscd 
good  sport.— J.  RicHABDSON  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth.— The  weather  during  the  week  has 
been  much  colder,  and  not  many  fish  have  been 
JS^^'k  pollack  have  been  taken  around 

the  Draystone  Buoy  and  Penlee  Point.  There  are 
still  some  bass  in  Catte  Water  off  Turnchapel  and 
Laira  Bridge,  but  nothing  near  so  so  plentiful  as  they 
were  last  week.  The  whiting  boats  have  been  having 
fair  sport,  and  the  long  liners  have  brought  in  some  good 
catches.  The  drift  boats  have  not  done  much  as  yet, 
and  I  have  not  noticed  so  many  fishing  from  the 
various  piers.— William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate.— The  weather  has  greatly  interfered 
with  fishing  during  the  week  ;  very  few  boats  have  been 
out,  with  poor  results,  and  these  have  had  to  count 
the  fish,  not  the  scores.  Prom  the  East  Pier  stages 
Messrs.  Laker  and  Lambe  have  taken  a  fail-  number  of 
bass,  but  the  fish  have  been  small.  A  few  codling  and 
whiting  have  been  had  from  the  Iron  and  West  Piers. 
Wind  westerly,  light.— Grey  Mullett. 

Walmer. — There  appears  to  be  an  improvement  in 
sport  now  to  be  obtained  here  by  anglers.  Messrs. 
Barwood  and  Cavell  on  Nov.  17  caught  four  score 
whiting,  eighteen  cod  (one  weighing  81b.),  one  score 
pouting,  and  three  fair-sized  eels.  Mr.  Scovel,  in  the 
bay  on  Monday,  caught  a  codfish  weighing  15Jlb. 
Mr.  Hussey  and  myself  on  same  day  caught  about  two 
score  of  whiting  with  boatmen.  Mr.  Barwood,  later  on 
same  day,  landed  three  score  of  whiting  and  cod.— 
Edward  Bdrke,  Lord  Nelson. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  has  been  extremely 
rough  during  the  past  week  with,  heavy  gales 
and  winds,  chiefly  from  the  west  and  north-west, 
which  has  rendered  fishing  almost  out  of  the  question'. 
On  Nov.  20  the  wind  somewhat  abated,  but  the  sky 
was  very  overcast  and  looked  as  if  rain  was  not 
far  off.— Sea  Bream. 


ANGLBES'  ASSOCIATION. 


A    LARGELY    attended   delegate  meeting  of  the 
Anglers'  Association— nearly  sixty  clubs  were  repre- 
sented—was held  on  Monday  night  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,   Golden-lane,  City,  when  the  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president.   The  Carlyle 
Angling  Society— a  new  club— was  enrolled.    A  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
the  association's  representative  on  the  T.A.P.S.,  to  the 
effect  that  night-fishing  was  allowed  from  the  bank 
below  Staines.     The  minutes  of  the  Renting  and 
Preservation  Committee  showed  that  the  lock-keepers 
at  Stanstead  (St.  Margaret's)  and  Hardmead  (Ware) 
and  Water-Bailiff  Dutch  had  been  rewarded  for  the 
work  they  had  carried  out  and  the  interest  they  had 
taken  in  the  rescue  and  preservation  of  fish  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  case  of  pollution  up  the  Lea. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Beaumont,  water  bailiff,  who  had  also 
worked  hard  in  rescuing  live  fish  and  taking  out  dead 
fish,  received  the  committee's  hearty  thanks  for  his 
honorary    services.     The  visiting    officers— Messrs. 
Manning,  Harris,  and  Abrahams— made  their  usual 
reports,   after  which  Mr.  Close  elicited  from  Mr. 
Malby,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
that  it  was  probable  this  year  that  the  society 
would  hold  a  meeting,  open  to  the  whole  of  its  sub- 
scribers, the  gathering  to  take  the  form  of  an  annual 
meeting.    The  chairman  then  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
the  Maidenhead  Fishery  Dispute,  afterwards  calling 
upon  Mr.  Lawrence  Chubb  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames 
Preservation  League  and  a  member  of  the  Defence 
Committee)  to  address  the  meeting.   Messrs.  Marriott, 
Close,  Beckett,  Gray,  Woodruff,  and  others  joined  in 
the  subsequent  discussion.  During  the  evening  it  was 
announced  that,  as  a  result  of  the  report  of  the 
Research  Committee,  appointed  by  the  Defence  Fund 
Committee,  the  latter  committee  had  decided  that  it 
was  not  expedient  for  them  to  proceed  further  in  the 
matter.    The  chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  FisJiing  Gazette,  with  reference 
to  his  (Mr.  Marston)  taking  up  the  question  of  getting 
the  rights  of  riparian  owners  above  Staines  on  tho 
Thames  taken  over  by  some  public  body  or  bodies — 
possibly  the  County  Councils.  Mr.  Marston  had  made 
enquiries  into  the  matter,  and  had  ascertained  that  "  it 
might  be  very  difficult  to  get  owners  of  fishery  rights 
to   sell  them  outright  —  in  many  cases,  doubtless, 
the  terms  of  their  ownership   forbid  their  selling 


any  rights  pertaining  to  the  property  ;  they  are  only 
tenants  for  life  after  all."    Mr.  Marston  went  on  to 
say  that  it  had  been  suggested  that  "tho  riparian 
owners  might  bo  willing  to  lease  their  fishing  rights 
to  some  public  body  for  a  nominal  rent."    Mr.  Marston 
had  been  told  that  the  angling  associations  had  refuged 
that  offer.    "  The  question  is,"  ho  continued,  "  would 
they  refuse  it  now,  and  insist  on  the  taking  by  force 
(through  Parliament)  of  private  rights.    I  must  say 
at  once  that  in  the  latter  alternative  I  could  do  nothing 
but  look  on.    I  have  not  the  time  or  tho  inclination 
to  enter  into  such  a  tremendous  battle."    On  tlie 
other  hand,  if  the  associations  would  be  S3,tisfied  with 
the  lease  at  a  nominal  rent  (if  it  could  be  -^o  arranged)  of 
the  fishings  to  some  public  body— the  Thames  Conserva- 
tors seemed  to  him  to  be  the  proper  body,  as  they  already 
policed  the  whole  river— then  he  would  be  ready  to  move 
in  tho  matter.    Tho  chairman  said  ho  was  convinced 
that  there  was  only  one  course  open  to  see  the  fishing 
free  throughout  the  Thames,  and  that  was  to  seek  ihc 
aid  of  Parliament  to  promote  a  bill  to  that  effect.  He 
knew  nothing  of  the  offer  which  it  was  said  had  been 
made  to  the  associations  with  reference  to  the  leasing 
of  the  fishing  rights.    A  resolution  of  thanks  was 
accorded  Mr.  Marston ;  and,  while  regretting  that  he 
did  not  see  his  way  to  take  the  lead  in  obtaining  from 
Parliament  an  Act  whereby  the  fishing  on  the  Thames 
should  be  declared  free  to  anglers,  the  meeting  had 
"  full  faith  that  he  would  again  assist  them  to  reach 
that  object."    The  following  resolution  was  then  pro- 
posed, seconded,  and  carried  unanimously:  "That 
this  meeting  appoint  four  of  its  members  to  form  a 
delegation  t,o  the  Thames  Preservation  League,  who 
shall  ask  the  league  to  assist  to  obtain  from  Parliament 
an  Act  whereby  the  fishing  on  the  Thames  shall  be 
declared  free  to  anglers— all  persons  injured  thereby 
having  been  compensated- and  to  demonstrate  to  the 
league  that  they  can  and  will  assist  the  league  to  this 
object  by  obtaining  from  various  members  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  metropolis,  all  of  whom  have  many  con- 
stituents among  our  members,  a  promise  of  cordial 
support."    Messrs.  P.  Geen  (president),  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff (secretary),  A.  Derry,  and  A.  J.  Marriott  were  ap- 
pointed delegates  to  the  Thames  Preservation  League. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Lawrence  Chubb  and  the 
chairman  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  conclusion. 

Hon.  Rei'Obteu. 


IReports  from  Clubs. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting 
List).— The  next  return  visit  goes  to  the  Wenlock 
Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New  North-road, 
Hoxton,  on  Dec.  3,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
crowd. — Ben  Abrahams.  ° 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate,  W.— 
Mr.  Merta  weighed  in  roach  on  Nov.  17.  Our  twelfth 
annual  Christmas  outing  will  be  roving  (Thames), 
Dec.  7.  Will  members  attend  on  the  27th  to  settle 
same.  Nearly  all  of  us  are  supporting  Ben  Abrahams' 
competition  at  Richmond  on  the  24th.  There  are  a 
good  lot  of  prizes,  quite  sixty  in  number.  Mr.  "  Otter  " 
Wheeler,  who  for  many  years  has  been  a  valued 
mernber  of  our  society,  is  compelled  to  sever  his  con- 
nection with  us  on  account  of  his  removal  to  Somerset- 
shire.   We  wish  him  every  success. — Sea  Otter. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  On  Nov.  17 
several  members  were  out ;  Mr.  Drew  was  the  only 
one  to  weigh  in,  he  having  chub. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothbbs  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.— We  had  a  splendid  meeting  on 
Nov.  20,  when  business  of  importance  was  transacted. 
Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  S,  from  Jolly 
Bargeman  to  King's  Weir,  Cheshunt.— G.  Haynks. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— We  are  pleased  to  see 
that  8.30  suits  the  members  so  well  (judging  from  the 
good  attendance  on  Wednesday  evening).  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  Connor,  and  it  was  arranged  to 
fish  our  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  1.5,  at  Windsor,  on 
the  Cobbler  only  ;  open  to  all  visitors  (minnows  only 
to  be  carried  as  live  bait) ;  and  it  bids  fair  to  be  a  big 
success.— C.  T.  A. 

Battehsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wands  worth-road,  S.W.— On  Nov.  17  Mr. 
A.  Pemberton  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  three  jack, 
weight  151b.  2^oz.  On  Nov.  24  we  fish  a  match  at 
Richmond  for  four  prizes,  same  conditions  as  Mr. 
Abraham's  competition.  We  fish  a  friendlv  match 
with  the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  for  a 
supper  on  Dec.  1,  at  Windsor,  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
Fitzgerald  fence.  Our  Christmas  outing  will^takc 
place  on  Dec.  8,  at  Windsor.    Mr.  W.  Hart  and  Mr. 

E.  S.  Huttlestone  were  elected  working  members.  

A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Anglikg  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.— Several  of  our  members  were  out 
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November  24. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
Ben  Abrahams'  Competition  at  Richmond. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Crown  and  Buckhxnd  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Ivist  Dulwich  :  Outing  to  Richmond. 
Forest  Gate  :  Match  at  Bures. 
Globe :  Xmas  outing. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Shiplake. 
Junior  Piscatorials  :  Supper  match. 
Limehouse :  Outing. 
North  Loudon  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Original  Alexandra  :  Lapsed  prii^e  outing. 
Ormonde  :  Outing  to  Staines. 
Silver  Trout ;  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
Stockwcll :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 
West  Ham  Brothers  :  Roving  match. 
West  London  :  Roving  competition. 
November  25. 
Blackfriars  ;  Visit. 

Blenheim  :  Andrews'  Defence  concert. 
Original  Alexandra  :  A.B.S.  concert.  . 
Piscatorial  Society  :  Supper  and  concert. 
November  27. 

B.S.A.S.  :  Lecture  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Supper. 

Eagle  :  Concert  and  supper. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Dec.    1. — Battersea  Friendly  :  Supper  match. 
,,     1. — Broiupton  :  Match  at  Wargrave. 
,.     1. — Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
,,     1. — Clapbam  Junction  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
„     1. — Clissold  ;  Xmas  outing. 
,,     1. — Park  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
„     1. — Stratford  :  Xmas  outing. 

1. — Wenlock  :  Xmas  outing. 
„     1. — West  London  :  Roving  competition. 
„     3. — Clapham  Strollers  :  Supper. 
,,  3.^ — Wellington  :  Annual  supper. 
„     3. — Wenlock  :  Visit. 
,,     4. — Brompton  :  Preservation  concert. 
,,     4. — Ilford  and  District :  Competition. 
,,     7. — Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 
„     7. — Ilford  and  District :  Competition. 
„     7. — Lychnobite  :  Annual  dinner. 
,,     8. — Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 
,,     8. — Battersea  Friendly  ;  Xmas  outing. 
,,     8. — Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
,,     8. — Harcourt :  Outiag. 
„     K. — Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

8. — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Xmas  outing. 

„  10. — Gresham  ;  Entertainment  with  phonograph. 

„  11. — B.S.A.S. :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  Hussey. 

,,  15. — A.B.S. :  Thames  competition. 

,,  15. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Xmas  outing. 

„  15. — Blenheim:  Match  at  Harefield. 

„  15. — Royal  George  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

„  22.— Phounix:  Match  at  Marlow. 


on  Nov.  17,  but  sport  seemed  very  indifferent.  One 
or  two  menibers  took  from  punt  in  the  tidals  several 
nice  dace  and  roach,  but  same  were  all  returned  to 
the  water,  as  we  do  not  recognise  gross  weight.  Be 
up  early  next  Thursday  as  we  want  to  arrange  about 
fishing  oS  the  remaining  prizes  from  last  outing. — W. 
Payne. 

Beemondsey  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — We  fish  our  November 
series  of  prizes  on  Nov.  24.  The  members  to  fish 
anywhere  in  the  Thames,  backwaters  optional.  To 
leave  London,  Saturday  night,  Nov.  23,  but  not  to 
start  fishing  till  next  morning.  We  fish  our  December 
series  of  prizes  on  Dec.  1 ;  place  and  conditions  to  be 
decided  on  Nov!  27.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed  in 
a  nice  show  of  roach  and  chub  on  Nov.  20,  131b. — 

C.  tV.  PlGGOTT. 

Blackfeiaes  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
S  juthwark-.street. — I  wish  to  remind  Central  Anglers 
that  we  take  a  visit  on  Monday  (Nov.  25),  when  we 
hope  to  be  well  patronised.  Mr.  Metcalf,  president  of 
tbu  Central,  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair. — 
Wheeliiouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hilL— On  Nov.  17  several 
members  were  out,  but  had  very  poor  sport.  The 
arrangements  for  our  Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  15 
are  going  on  splendidly.  It  will  take  place  at  Hare- 
field,  and  full  particulars  will  be  given  later.  The 
members  of  the  Blenheim  have  expressed  a  wish  that, 
de-spite  what  happened  at  the  Anglers'  Association  on 
Monday  last,  the  concert  to  be  held  in  their  clubroom 
on  Monday,  Nov.  25,  in  aid  of  Andrews  Defence  Fund, 
will  still  be  well  supported  by  the  clubs.  It  is  the 
first  time  the  Blenheimites  have  made  an  appeal,  and 
we  are  still  of  opinion  that  this  case  should  be  fought 
out  to  the  end,  as  a  decision  of  the  highest  court 
poj-i-iblc  wou'd  greatly  facilitate  the  work   of  the 


Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League,  whose  policy  has 
alwavs  been  to  free  the  Thames  for  coarse  fish  anglers. 
— C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuby  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Nov.  24 
we  fish  for  the  remaining  two  quarterly  prizes  under 
the  usual  conditions. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Nov.  17  Mr.  Cecil 
weighed  in  roach.  Our  next  competition  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  1,  at  Wargrave;  usual  conditions. 
Having  had  such  poor  meetings  lately  we  have 
arranged  to  postpone  our  preservation  concert  until 
■Wednesday,  Dec.  4,  when  some  good  talent  will  be 
provided.  Clubs  not  receiving  a  notice  kindly  take 
this  as  an  invitation. — H.  Moore. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Tuesday  our  two  delegates, 
Jilcssr.^^.  P.  Loft  and  W.  Argent,  gave  in  their  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Anglers'  Association  delegate 
meeting,  in  which  the  members  greatly  interested 
themselves.  Great  attention  was  paid  to  the  case  of 
Andrews,  which  the  Association  decided  to  discontinue, 
and  gave  their  reasons  for  doing  so.  The  above  course  will 
now  abandon  our  proposed  levy  of  one  shilling  on  each 
member.  Our  delegates  were  accorded  the  usual 
hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Of  the  members  who  were  out 
on  Nov.  17  only  two  weighed  in  :  Mr.  R.  Nursey  with 
chub,  and  Mr.  J.  Baines,  roach.  The  Christmas  prize 
committee  will  put  their  report  before  the  next 
meeting,  so  we  anticipate  a  good  attendance.  We 
start  Dec.  1  fishing  for  prizes. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  outing  on  the  17th  resulted 
in  a  frost,  about  a  dozen  members  going  to  Burnt  Mill 
and  returning  Ashless.  We  refish  oui-  competition  on 
Dec.  1  at  Wargrave.  From  the  Thames  Mr.  A.  Taylor 
just  saved  us  a  blank  with  a  few  perch. — R.  Marshali,. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  return  visit  will  take 
place  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.,  on  Monday 
(Nov.  25) ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  president  of  the  Central, 
has  kindly  promised  to  preside.  Mr.  Secretary  Wheel- 
house  and  his  members  offer  a  very  cordial  invitation 
to  all  anglers. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  This 
society  will  fish  a  convivial  supper  match  against  the 
Battersea  Friendly  Aogling  Society,  on  Dec.  1,  at 
Windsor.  Also  club  match,  same  place,  for  eight 
prizes.  All  members  to  go  by  the  8.32  train  from 
Clapham  Junction,  return  from  Windsor  by  the  5.50. 
Boundary  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Black  fence.  Back- 
waters barred,  also  jack  and  gudgeon.  Thames 
standard  for  supper  match  only.  Mr.  J.  Willgoss 
saved  this  society  from  having  a  blank  on  Nov.  17, 
with  roach,  one  fish,  15|oz. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Stbollbrb'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Claphajn  Common,  S.W. — There  was  a  good 
show  of  jack  on  the  boards  on  Nov.  17,  when  Mr.  H. 
Gisbourne  and  Mr.  C.  McLachlan  took  the  lapsed 
prizes  iu  the  order  named.  The  supper  is  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  Dec.  3,  and  looks  like  being  a  success,  as  we 
have  disposed  of  nearly  all  the  tickets  already. — 
F.  Bishop. 

Clbrkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  fairly  attended  visit  was  paid  to  the  Islington 
Brothers  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  C.  Day  in  the  chair.  The 
talent  was  good,  and  eleven  societies  sent  representa- 
tives :  Great  Northern  Bros.,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Eustonian,  North  London,  Phoenix,  Central  Club 
Angling  Society,  Dibden's  Original,  Clerkenwell, 
Islington  Bros.,  Albion  Bros.,  and  Good  Intent.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Bros.,  date 
later.  The  annual  concert  in  connection  with  the 
above  will  be  at  the  "  St.  George  and  Dragon,"  St. 
John-street,  on  the  second  Monday  in  February.  The 
adjourned  general  meeting  on  Thursday,  Nov.  28,  at  the 
"  Empress,"  St.  John-street,  at  9  15  p.m.— F.  Oastell. 

Colebeook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.  —  The  result  of  our 
jack  outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel  was  as  follows: — Mr. 
F.  Taylor,  1st  prize  ;  Mr.  W.  A.  George,  2nd ;  T.  W. 
Johnson,  3rd  ;  and  a  most  enjoyable  day  was  spent. — 
T.  W.  Johnson. 

CoLLiNGwooD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Square,  Blackfriars-road. — We  fish  our  No- 
vember prize  outing  at  Dagenham  Lake  ;  train  leaves 
Fenchurch-street  at  9.45  a.m.,  returning  at  5.26  p.m. ; 
two  rods ;  live  baits  to  be  carried ;  dace  barred. — 
F.  P.  SoEfiE. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W. — We  have  an  outing 
for  lapsed  prizes  on  Dec.  1  from  Kingston  Bridge  to 
Teddington  Lock.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
Wednesday,  Nov.  27,  to  arrange  Christmas  outing, 
when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend. — J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatoeial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — I  hope  members 
will  not  forget  our  outing  on  Nov.  24,  all  to  start  from 
Paddington  and  to  get  out  and  in  at  Windsor.  We 
made  our  new  host,  Mr.  Taylor,  a  working  member  on 
Wednesday  last.    Our  members  out  on  Nov.  17  got 


among  the  roach,  Messrs.  Haines  and  Walter  with  a 
good  show. — J.  Steadman. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Nov.  17  the  members 
competed  at  Broxbourne  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  but 
owing  to  the  rough  weather  and  the  frost  very  little 
was  done.  Mr.  H.  Sampson  first,  E.  Wild  second, 
A.  E.  Lloyd,  junior,  third,  and  R.  Mark  fourth.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  at  Harlow, 
from  the  Bridge  to  Sutton  Lock  boundary,  ou  Nov.  24. 
The  delegates  gave  in  their  report,  which  was  received 
with  great  satisfaction.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  2G,  to  arrange  for  the  half- 
yearly  distribution  of  prizes. — S.  Malby. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.  —  We  had  a 
splendid  show  of  jack  and  chub  by  Mr.  J.  Bannister, 
Largest  chub  3^1b.  I  hope  all  members  will  turn  up 
ouNov.  24  for  pi'iy.e  outing  at  Richmond. — E.  Di  hali,. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E.— Our  pegged-dowu  match  at  Bures  takes 
place  on  Nov.  24.  The  Christmas  competition  has  been 
arranged  from  Dec.  21  to  31  inclusive,  gross  weight, 
three  prizes.  Three  gross-weight  prizes  have  also  been 
given  for  roach  from  present  date  till  end  of  season. 
Special  meeting  next  Tuesday. — B.  Sargent. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — We  had 
a  blank  on  Nov.  17.  We  have  arranged  Christmas  outing 
and  sweepstake  to  take  place  on  Dec.  8,  from  Shiplake 
Lock  to  Marsh  Lock  on  both  sides  of  the  river ;  entry, 
Is.  6d.  We  have  several  prizes  prom4.sed ;  members 
can  enter  their  names  in  bar-book  any  time. — A.  W. 
Ellins. 

Harlesdbn  Angling  Society,  Crown  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — We  fish  a  match  at  Windsor  on 
Nov.  25  between  Boveney  Lock  and  Surly  Hall.  One 
rod  only ;  cease  fishing  at  4.30  p.m. ;  otherwise  the 
conditions  are  the  same  as  the  last  one  day's  match. 
— E.  S.  C. 

Hearts  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  next  Wednesday  as  a  special  meeting  has 
been  called  for.  Any  members  not  receiving  a  notice 
please  note. — W.  Ching. 

Hoxton  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Nov.  17  had  a  blank, 
but  ou  Nov.  1'.),  Mr.  S.  Kolfe  weighed  in  roach.  Will 
members  please  note  that  there  is  a  new  working 
member  to  make  next  Tuesday,  also  that  there  is  au 
outing  for  prizes,  to  Shiplake,  on  Nov.  24 ;  9  o'clock 
train  from  Paddington.  Show  fish  in  clubroom  9.30, 
weigh  at  10  o'clock.  Our  delegate,  Mr.  P.  Newton, 
gave  us  his  report  from  the  Anglers'  Association ; 
it  was  well  received,  and  we  passed  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  him. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — The  following  weighed  in 
on  Nov.  24  :  Mr.  Blyth,  41b.  2^oz.,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Brookman,  perch. 
Our  return  visit  on  Nov.  19th  was  fairly  well  attended, 
the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  C.  Day.  Several  well- 
known  artistes,  including  J.  Maxkey,  B.  Collins,  W. 
Stretch,  M.  Wood,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  obliged 
during  the  evening.  When  Mr.  Casetel  called  the 
roll,  eleven  clubs  responded.  There  are  a  few  more 
clubs  which  have  not  returned  any  money  or  the 
unsold  tickets,  which  I  should  like  to  have  settled 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  committee  wish  to  bring  to 
a  close  the  Mrs.  Benny  benefit.  —  J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— The 
return  visit  (No.  1  Eastern  District)  was  to  this  society 
on  Wednesday  evening  last.  The  meeting  was  a  great 
success,  seventeen  clubs  being  represented.  The  chair 
was  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  J.  Riches,  faced  by  Mr.  J.  K. 
Charters.  The  company  during  the  evening  were  well 
entertained  by  the  maay  capital  songs  that  were 
rendered;  I  take  this  opportunity  on  behalf  of  the 
club  of  thanking  those  who  honoured  us  with  their 
presence,  a  compliment  which  will  not  be  forgotten. 
The  half-yearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  27,  and  to  enable  the 
company  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  the  evening  in 
displaying  their  musical  abilities,  the  supper  will  be 
served  not  later  than  8.30.  Those  who  intend  being 
present,  please|send  in  your  names  not  later  than  Nov. 
24.  Mr.  0.  Hayward  was  the  only  competitor  who 
succeeded  in  taking  one  of  the  specials  offered  for 
competition  on  Nov.  20. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatoeial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — On  Nov.  17  we  had  a  match 
with  the  United  Bros,  for  a  supper.  As  an  outing,  we 
could  not  have  had  a  more  enjoyable  day,  but  from  a 
fisherman's  point  of  view  it  was  decidedly  tame,  and 
all  expected  a  blank,  when  Mr.  J.  Morgan  secured  a 
sizable  roach,  and  won  the  match  for  the  J.P.S.  We 
much  regret  the  United  Brothers  fished  short,  owing 
to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Tyler,  whose  husband  and 
brother,  both  competitors,  were  unable  to  be  present. 
Our  members  unanimously  sympathise  with  him  in 
his  bereavement. — Hon.  Sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Nov.  17  only  one  member  was 
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out ;  this  is  our  first  blank  of  the  season.  Our  Christ- 
mas outing  will  take  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Dec.  8  ; 
there  are  twenty-three  prizes  for  this  outing.  — 
W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  Fleet-street,  E.G. — Our  annual  general  meeting, 
prize  distribution,  and  election  of  officers  takes  place 
at  7  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Nov.  23,  at  headquarters. — 
Sid  Ransom. 

Moss  Side  Social  Angling  Society. — At  our 
meeting,  held  at  headquarters,  the  Alexander  Hotel, 
Moss  Side,  on  Nov.  18,  we  had  a  fair  muster  of 
members  present.  Our  chairman  was  absent  through 
business,  and  the  vice-chairman  was  ill,  so  Mr.  J. 
Ruthbone,  sen.,  was  voted  to  the  chair  for  the  evening. 
A  deputation  was  formed  to  inspect  the  society's 
piivalc  waters  this  week-end  and  report  next  meeting, 
Deo.  2,  when  every  member  is  expected  to  be  present 
to  dispose  of  a  vei-y  important  item  on  the  agenda. 
Before  long  an  order  will  be  placed  for  a  large  con- 
signment of  mature  fish. — W.  A.  Leigh. 

Navigation  Angling  Society,  Burton-on-Trent. — 
The  long  looked-for  rain  has  come  at  last ;  this  will  no 
doubt  put  our  Burton  anglers  in  a  much  better  mood, 
as  sport  has  been  very  slack  lately.  The  River  Trent 
is  bank-full  now,  and  htaps  of  rubbish  can  be  seen 
floating  down  the  stream.  Since  my  last  rejiort  our 
committee  has  been  able  to  secure  about  three  and  a 
half  miles  of  fishing  in  the  River  Trent.  It  is  a  splendid 
length,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  the  result,  Mr. 
R.  Markham  topping  the  list  with  twenty-two  roach 
and  dace,  weighing  16§lb.,  and  four  pike,  averaging 
about  61b.  each.  T.  Gee  had  four  good  perch  and  a 
few  roach.  New  members  are  being  made  every  meeting 
night,  and  our  number  will  soon  be  filled  up. — Thos. 
Gee. 

New  Albion  Piscatoeial  Society,  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camber  well-grove,  S.E. — We  fished  an  open 
competition  on  Nov.  14,  when  the  prize  winners  were  : 
—First,  W.  J.  Crisp,  with  pike,  91b.  7oz.  (one  fish), 
taking  plate,  £1  Is.,  given  by  A.  R.  Matthews  ;  second. 
F.  T.  Caley,  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames, 
61b.  5Joz.,  winning  plate,  SI  Is.,  presented  by  T.  A. 
Edwards;  and,  third,  F.  Schultz,  taking  plate,  10s.  6d., 
offered  by  W.  J.  Judge,  with  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Thames,  41b.  The  postponed  Thames  outing  of 
Sept.  12  last  has  been  fixed  to  come  off  on  Nov.  21, 
.when  we  fish  for  :  W.  P.  Grimmett's  challenge  cup, 
value  £5  5s. ;  plate,  £2  2s.,  given  by  C.  Newbury  ; 
plate,  &l  Is.,  offered  by  D.  Grimmett  ;  plate,  £1  Is., 
given  by  S.  Prebble  ;  and  plate,  10s.  6d.,  presented  by 
E.  H.  Baldwin.— G.  E.  Allen. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.' — On  Nov.  17,  the 
only  members  to  weigh  in  were  Mr.  Adams,  roach, 
Mr.  Boorman,  roach.  On  Nov.  24  the  members  fish 
for  five  prizes  at  Ware  Boundary,  Ware  Bridge  to 
Hertford  Lock.  All  to  meet  at  the  "  John  Barleycorn  " 
before  starting  fishing,  and  meet  at  the  same  house 
and  show  fish  after  leaving  off.  Members  not  going 
down  by  first  train  to  report  themselves  to  the  first 
member  they  meet  on  the  bank. — H.  Stbetch. 

Oglander  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Nov.  17  our  trays 
were  again  filled  with  a  nice  show.  Messrs.  J.  Coates 
and  S.  Thatcher  having  competed  for  the  sea-fishing 
prizes,  weighed  in  whiting,  dabs,  and  pouting.  W.  Nay- 
ler,  A.  Kidd,  and  W.  Moyler,  roach  and  dace— the  latter 
had  a  fine  specimen  roach  of  lib.  15oz.  from  the  Arun, 
which  weighs  in  for  eight  different  prizes.  On  Tuesday 
(Nov.  19),  at  a  good  meeting,  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  hon.  members  and  all  prize  donors  should 


be_  eligible  in  the  December  outing  for  Christmas 
prizes.  We  made  another  member  in  Mr.  A.  Green, 
of  the  B.S.A.,  and  Mr.  Lomer,  our  lats  new  member, 
gave  a  prize  of  a  guinea  for  the  December  outing.— 
W.  S.  C.  ^ 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Socikty,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
outing  to  Shiplake  resulted  in  only  one  prize  being 
won  by  J.  Nagle  with  3  jack.  'Mr.  S.  Dulieu  weighed 
in  a  jack  of  61b.  9oz.,  the  heavii^st  this  season.  I  hope 
to  see  a  full  room  of  friends  at  our  A.H.S.  concert  on 
Monday,  the  25th  inst.  The  five  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  on  Nov.  24— Ratty's  Weir  to  Bunting- 
ford  Railway  Bridge,  get  out  where  you  like  and  show 
fish  in  the  Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's,  at  6.30  p.m.  ; 
roaming. — George. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  some  nice 
shows  of  fish,  including  a  pike  of  61b.,  by  J.  Hopton, 
and  a  perch  of  lib.  2oz.  by  G.  Tracy.  Our  supper  on 
Nov.  18  was  a  great  success,  and  nineteen  Christmas 
prizes  were  promised,  which  are  to  be  fished  for  on 
Deo.  1,  from  Carthagena  Lock  to  Rye  House  Bridge, 
one  rod  only  ;  open  to  honorary  members. — H.  Gates. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — The  next  outing  will  be  on 
Dec.  22  from  Marlow  to  Temple  Lock  ;  three  prizes. — 
R.  G. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edg-^are-road.— On  Nov.  17  J.  Taylor  weighed 
in  dace  ;  "SV.  Payne,  roach  and  dace ;  G-  Huggins,  a 
perch  of  51b.  On  Nov.  19  we  had  a  crowded  room,  and 
a  lot  of  business  was  done.  Our  delegate,  Mr.  C.  Shep- 
herd, gave  us  a  very  interesting  report  of  the  business 
got  through  at  Cripplegate  on  Nov.  18  ;  report  being 
read,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him.  A  Christmas 
outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  8,  when 
several  prizes  will  be  6shed  for,  a  sweepstakes  being 
added  ;  two  rods  to  be  carried  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  catch 
own  live-bait.  Full  particulars  to  be  had  of  the 
secretary  on  Nov.  26.— P.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  At  our  last  meeting  we  were 
well  attended,  and  got  through  a  vast  amount  of  busi- 
ness. We  fish  a  competition  on  Dec.  15  at  Richmond 
under  the  same  conditions  as  the  A.  B.  S.  competition. 
Members  will  oblige  by  turning  up  to  arrange  prizes 
already  voted  out.  I  wish  to  remind  members  that 
next  meeting  night  is  quarterly  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.  —  On  Nov.  17  Mr.  R.  Walker 
weighed  in  roach.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided 
to  have  a  Christmas  prize  outing  on  Sunday,  Dec.  1. 
Lea  only. — P.  Pignatelli. 

St.  John's  Wood  Piscatorial  Society,  Queen's- 
terrace,  St.  John's  Wood. — Our  first  complimentary 
smoking  concert  was  held  on  Nov.  19.  The  chair  was 
taken  during  the  evening  by  the  president  and  vice- 
president,  Messrs.  F.  Harris  and  H.  Salmon,  assisted 
during  the  evening  by  Mr.  G;  Ashmead.  The  concert 
went  with  a  swing  from  beginning  to  end,  the  artists 
were  numerous  and  good,  and  the  room  was  packed  with 
visitors.  Mr.  A.  Hunt  gave  four  violin  solos  during 
the  evening ;  Mr.  Green  gave  a  mandoline  solo ;  Mr. 
Lawnderle  gave  a  recitation,  "  Kissing  Cup  "  ;  and  Mr. 
Manning  and  Company  a  selection,  "  Down  South." 
The  following  sung  some  very  good  songs : — Messrs. 
Davey,  A.  Solmans,  Hill,  A.  -Warsop,  Edmonds,  B. 
Lord,  Grant,  MacBain,  Sludd,  Brooker,  and  Wells  ; 
Mrs.  Reed  a  whistling  song,  etc. — T.  H.  Lilley. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — A  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Nov.  17,  but  very  few  were 
successful.  Messrs.  Rennell  and  Krillie  weighed  in  a 
few  pound-?  of  whiting.  Will  all  members  please  attend 
next  Tuesday  to  arrange  for  Christmas  outing. — W. 
Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Outing  to  Ship- 
lake  takes  place  on  Nov.  24.  Two  rods  allowed  and  all 
fish  to  weigh.  Live  bait  not  to  be  taken  down. 
Train  leaves  Paddington  at  9  o'clock,  and  all  members 
to  return  by  the  5.29  train  from  Shiplake. — R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
On  Nov.  19  the  Hatcham  Bros,  received  their  visit  on 
the  above  List,  and  had  their  club-room  well  filled. 
Before  the  roll  was  called  the  prize  fund  collecting- 
box  was  passed  round,  and  nearly  12s.  was  added  to 
the  amount  in  hand.  The  following  societies  re- 
sponded on  the  roll  being  called  by  the  hon.  sec, 
Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  who  occupied  the  chair:  United 
Bros.,  Anchor  and  Hope,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriars, 
Peckham  Bros.,  Bermondsey  Bros.,  Collingwood,  South 
Bermondsey,  Stockwell,  Hatcham  Bros.,  Firm  and 
True,  Duchess,  and  Belgrave  (thirteen  clubs  in  all). 
The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Duchess  A.  S.,  the 
Duchess,  Deverall-street,  Great  Dover-street,  on  Tues- 
day, Dec.  3,  when  I  trust  they  will  have  a  good  "house 
warmer."  A  hearty  welcome  to  all  anglers.  Messrs. 
Lucas  and  Thomas  were  duly  handed  their  prizes  won 
at  Wargrave. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W. — Only  one 
member,  Mr.  R.  Tucker,  weighed  in  on  Nov.  17,  taking 


the  fifth  prize,  leaving  the  other  to  be  fished  for  on 
Nov.  24.  Our  lantern  lecture  on  Wednesday  was  all 
that  could  be  wished,  seeing  that  it  came  from  an  old 
hand  in  Mr.  Wade,  his  "likely  places"  and  "tips" 
bemg  appreciated  by  the  audic;nce.  After  the  lecture 
the  following  gentlemen  obliged  with  harmony:  — 
Messrs.  Moody,  C.  Reed,  Clifton  Combination  (the 
Brothers  Heald  coming  in  for  special  recognition), 
H.  J.  Steer,  Will  James  (a  great  favourite),  W.  Evko, 
P.  Ward,  and  Albert  and  Arthur  Pearcc,  etc.  bur 
worthy  host  (Mr.  J.  Richards),  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews, 
and  Mr.  A.  G.  Sheen  ably  filled  the  chair  (luring  the 
evening.  Jlr.  E.  Frewin  was  at  his  best  at  the  piano. 
The  proceedings  terminated  with  the  singing  of  ••  Auld 
Lang  Syne." — A.  P. 

Stratkord  Angling  Sociktv,  Falmouth  Anns, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E  — On  Nov.  17 
Mr.  J.  Hobbs  saved  us  from  a  blani;  with  roach.  We 
have  12  prizes  up  to  now  for  our  Christmas  outing, 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members.  We 
have  also  a  supper  at  the  Sportsman's  Amu  after  the 
match. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— A  most  enjoyable  even- 
ing was  spent  on  the  occasion  of  our  half-yearly  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  on  Nov.  14.  Wo  had  an 
admirable  programme  provided,  and  the  talent  dis- 
played during  the  evening  elicited  great  praise  from 
everybody  present,  and  was  in  every  way  highly  satis- 
factory. One  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  even- 
ing was  the  presentation  of  a  Sun-dial,  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barber,  to  Mr.  J.  Harwood,  as  a  token  of  respect  for 
the  work  he  has  done  to  further  the  intere.sts  of  this 
society.  Our  president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Bull,  M.P.,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber  (Brompton  Angling 
Society)  the  vice-chair;  and  the  National  Anthem 
concluded  a  very  pleasant  evening.  A  considerabh: 
amount  of  business  was  transacted  at  our  last  meeting, 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  our  dele- 
gates, Messrs.  Harwood  and  Holt,  for  their  able  report 
on  the  meeting  at  Cripplegate,  on  Nov.  18.  It  is  re- 
quested that  all  members  shall  be  present  at  our  next 
meeting,  Nov.  26,  as  it  has  been  decided  to  draw  for 
the  two  fishing  permits  on  that  date. — J.  S.  P.  Webb, 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — We  were  saved 
from  a  blank  by  Messrs.  Knight  and  Howell  on  Nov.  17. 
Mr.  Knight  had  51b.  of  nice  perch  from  the  Lea.  We 
start  fishing  for  our  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  24 
(roving).— M.  Schocke. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — On  Nov.  17  the 
competition  for  the  annual  supper  took  place  at 
Datchet,  and  was  won  by  Messrs.  Massey  and  Varney, 
these  two  being  the  only  members  that  weie  successful 
during  the  day;  they  also  secured  the  two  10s.  6d. 
prizes  as  advertised  last  week.  On  Tuesday,  Nov.  26, 
a  committee  meeting  is  called  for,  and  I  hope  every 
committee  man  will  turn  up  to  arrange  the  Christmas 
and  other  prizes  to  end  of  season.  The  annual  supper 
takes  place  on  Dec.  3. — J.  Varney. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N. — Several  members  were  out  on  the 
17th,  but  met  with  poor  sport.  We  fish  for  Christmas 
prizes  on  Dec.  1.  The  next  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
List  will  be  at  above  on  Dec.  3,  when  the  A.B.S.  b:x 
will  be  opened. — H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Goach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Our  outing  to 
St.  Margaret's  last  week  turned  out  a  complete  failure, 
not  a  prize  being  taken.  In  order  to  get  the  prizes  off 
we  have  a  general  roving  match  on  Nov.  24  — that  is, 
"go  where  you  like,"  Sunday  fishing  only.  Mr.  Turner 
saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Nov.  17  by  weighing  in  jack. 
— R.  Pjcthukst. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — An  open  roving  competition  is  fixed 
for  Nov.  28  and  Dec.  1,  bank  or  punt,  for  six  prizes; 
members  not  to  start  fishing  before  9  a.m.  on  either 
day  ;  usual  club  conditious.  Our  outing  to  Burnham- 
on-Grouch  is  declared  off  on  account  of  the  lateness  of 
the  Sunday  train. — J.  J.  Hunter. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  foUovfing  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.G. 

21,673.  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch.    Improved  lock  joint  for  fishing-rods. 

21,796.  Mr.  Rtchard  Wheatley,  jun.,  93,  Spencer- 
street,  Birmingham.  An  improved  leaf  or 
winder  for  gut  casts  or  bottoms  for  fishing 
purposes. 

12,686.    Pish    preparations.      Patentee  :     Mr.  A. 

Danilevsky,  6,Nizhegorodskaya,  St.  Peters- 
burg,  Russia.  Fish  of  any  si/e,  etc.,  are 
cut  up  fine,  and  the  mass  obtained  is 
mixed  and  allowed  to  stand  with  warm 
diluted  soda  solution ;  it  is  then  steam- 
heated  for  some  time,  and  is  then  freed 
from  bones,  etc.,  by  passing  it  through 
sieves. 
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Abingdon,  B,  Berks,  til ;  6s.  sd. 
A0DLESTONE  (M'ey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d 
AlTHOKNE  (Crouch),  A,  Esse.x,  36,  3s. 
A-MBERLEy  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  E.xcursion,  3s.  6d.). 
Amek:?ha>i  (Misbouru),  I,  Bucks,  23i  ^  2s  3d 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d: 
Akdleigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
Arlesey  (Ivel),  K,  Beds.  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
AisiR-KST  (lledway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 
Al'ClEV  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6Jd. 
AYLEf^Bi  RY  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  4S ;  3s.  Sd 
Bajrcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s  6d 
Battlesbkidge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29  :  2s  4Jd 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
Berkhajifstead  (G.J.C),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s  4d 
Billericay  (Clielmer),  A,  Essex,  26 ;  2s 
BiLLlNGHURST  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  Sd. 
BisHOr's  Stortfokd  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Rodin<r),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  9Jd. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46t ;  4s.  lid 
Bli  nham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  6S  ;  5s.  3d. 
BLUNIISHA3I  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 
BoTTlsHA-M,  A,  Cambs,  61} ;  5s.  lid. 
Bourne  End  (Tliames),  B,  Berks,  28i  ;  3s 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F.  Surrey,  22*  ;  2s.  Sd. 
BoXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  33.  lOd. 
Braughing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30t ;  2s.  74d. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  S6i  ;  7s.  3}d 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s 
Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  171  ;  Is.  6d 
Buktingford  (Rib),  Herts,  33}  ;  2s.  lid. 
BCRES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  64d. 
Burnham-on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  Sd. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77} ;  6s.  6d. 
Burnt  Mili.  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  llld. 
BUSHET  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  Sd. 
Byfleet  (Wey),  D,  Sui-rey.  21};  2s.  3d. 
Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56} ; 
4s.  Hid. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbouru),  I,  Bucks,  22  ;  2s 
CHAI'PEI,  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50}  ;  4s.  2*d. 
t'HEDDlNGTON  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36;  3s.  9d. 
ChelmsfojU)  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s.  6Jd. 
CHEKTSEY  (Thames),  I),  Surrey,  22}  ;  2s.  4d 
(.'hesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  Sd. 
Chesir  nt  (Le,-i),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chigwell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  Ijd. 
I.'HILTEKN  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  sd. 
CllOLSEY  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  4S{  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  6s.  Id. 
Chobley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  Kid. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
Cobha.m  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18}  ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  iid. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK.  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
CooKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Cowden  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


A.  Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

B.  Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

C.  South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Briilge  H. 

and  New  Cross).  I. 

D.  South-Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  \'ictoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North- Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


Cran  BROOK  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
,  Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 

CULHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 

Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 

Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 

DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s.  3d. 
:  Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76}  ;  5s.  4d. 

Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 

East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 

East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s 

Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  Sd. 

Egham  (Thames).  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 

Elstree  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is  'd 

Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  Oiii 

Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  lljd 

Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  is 

Epping  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5{d. 
;  Esher  (Mole),  D.  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d 
I  Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd 

Fittle WORTH  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 

Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s.  Id. 

Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 

FULWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  4d 

Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 

Goudhurst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 

Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOid. 
Great  Mablow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
;  Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d 
:  Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76}  :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  Sid. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D.MdIsx.,  14|  ;  Is  .id 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  IXi. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26}  ;  2s.  Ijd. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2.s.  M 
Hartfield  (Medwav),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  ;is.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  is.  lod. 
HATriELDPEVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36;  3s,  hi. 
Hawkhdrst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hevek  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  0.xon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  244  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d, 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


Hoksted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  3s.  lod 
Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 

:  Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 

j  HVTHE,  C,  mi  ;  6s.  9d. 

I  IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  Cr,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
]  Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 

Kino's  Lanoley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12 ;  is.  3d. 

Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  ll}d. 

Langford  Hall   Fishery   (Blackwater),  A, 
Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3Hl.    (Change  at  Withani.) 

Lanoley  (Canal).  B,  Bucks,  16i  ;  Is.  Sd. 

Leaorave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 

Leatherhbad  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 

Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 

Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 

LINOFIELD  (Eden),  1",  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 

Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76 ;  6s.  5d. 

Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2id. 

Lodghton  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 

Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 

Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i  ;  2s.  6d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 

Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 

Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  6s.  0}d. 

March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 

Makdocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 

Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 

Mablow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 

MiDHURST  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 

Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  4}d. 

MouLSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id. 

New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 

Newport  (Cau\),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Aut),  A,  Norfolk,  1:34  ;  10s. 

North  W  k  m,i.  ( llo.liiiu').  A,  Essex,  191  ;  Is.  Sd. 

OAKI.IA  (ilii>,.),  c,  |;,.,is,  r^'li  ;  5s.  4(1. 

opFoliu  (diisc),  1;,  iiiiiiis,  r<:,i :  Kid. 

ONOAIi  (Ivixliliu'),   \,  ICssi  x,       :  Is.  Iljd. 
OXTED  (Edeii),  I'  h',  Siinr,\,  -11  ;  I's.  Id. 
Paddock  \Vou]i  (Mi'dwa.N ),  <  ',  Kent,  .'ilj  ;  4s. 
Panoboukne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pdlborouoh  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  6d. 
Radlev,  B,  Berks,  68}  ;  6s,  2d, 
BEADING  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  1',  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 


RIOKMANSWOUTH  (Colne),  HI,  Herts, 22}  ;  Is  '.h\ 
ROYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  Hd 
RUDGWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  1!) ;  Is.  8d. 
ST.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id 
I  St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  6s.  2d. 
I  ST.  Margahet's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 
I  St.  Neots  (Una  ■).  E,  Hunts,  5U  ;  5s.  jjd. 
Sandy  (Ivel-,  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
SAWBRii)(iH«,,„i'H  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29;  2s  3id 
Selham  (Bother),  K,  Sussex,  58  ;  6s.  6d. 
Shalfiikd  (Wfv),  C,  Sunvv,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Shaiixiikcok  omsfi,  (I,  ivds,  55;  ,5s.  9d. 
SHKFi'Miih  {\\v\).  (i,  r.cdfr.id,  87  ;  5s. 
SHELPniiii  ((.':uu).  A,  Cauihs.  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20}  ;  Is.  Sd. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}  ;  2s. 
ShiI'LAKE  (Thames),  li,  Oxford,  :j.^}  ;  .-Js  7d 
SLOr.iii  (I'liiMi),  1;.  i;iicK-s,       ;  is,  lid. 
South  M  i.NMKi;.  ,\,  i:ssi  \,  i!i  ■' :;s  4<1 
Staim:s  (TliainLS),  l>,  .Middlesex,  19,};  2s. 
STANiinx  ,  |;il,),  ,\,  Herts,  29,-  ;  2s.  6}d. 
Stansti:  M.  |S(,,rt),  A,  Essex,  :i3  ;  2s.  lOd. 
STiiKi.;  \l  A\ni;\ ii.i.p,  I,  Bucks,  37;  3s.  6d. 
SI  hill  in  (StMiii  ),  A,  Siillnik,  ,-.^1  ;  4s.  lljd. 
Si  Mil  ii\  (  riiaiii.'s),  II,  ,\liddl<-s,.x,  16i ;  Is.  Sd. 
TaI'I.dW  (I'liames),  B,  Bucks,  22.}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47i  ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3,}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s 
TILEHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  43.  Id. 
Tonbiudoe  (Medwav),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  .3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31t ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYKORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31  ;  3s.  3d. 
ITXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15};  Is.  7d 
"Virginia  Water  (Thames),  U,  Berks,  23  ;  2s  6d 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Warokave,  B,  Berks,  ;i3  ;  3s.  6d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  6s.  2(1. 
Wateringbuky  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Dravto.x  (( 'oluc),  B,  .Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  M. 
West  (ii;iNSTH,u>  (Adin  ),      Sussex,  45;  4s.  Sd. 
West  Mil, I,  (Kill),  ,\,  llriis        ;  2s,  9}d. 

\Vl';vi!i;il..;|.;  iTha  s),  |i,  Siinvy,  lil  ;  2s, 

Wll  |■^Tl,^;^^^■oKIl  (( 'am  I,  ,\ ,  I  'anili:,.  Ill  ;  .Is.' 2d, 
WicM  iiiiIMi 'loiiiii),  .\,  i;,^sc\,  -Ji;  ;  L'.s  2ii, 
WllHoKii  (Ash),  A,  Berts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (  Ihamcs).  15,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
WITHAM  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3jd. 
WoKiNO  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}; 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7(L 
Wray.sbury  (Thms.ct.  Colne),  D.Bucks,  21};  28.3d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 
Vakmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members,  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Prascati  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  20,  at 
8  p.m  ,  Mr.  J.  S.  Ghurch-ward  in  the  chair,  after  the 
usual  business,  reports  were  read  from  the  society's 
agents  at  Southend,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Burnham-on- 
Grouch,  Ballycotton,  Deal  and  Southwold.  Special 
reports  were  read  from  Mr.  A.  Woodfield,  fishing  at 
Shoreham.  Nov.  17— in  three-and-a-half  hours,  caught 
over  Icwt.  of  fish,  and  good  fish,  chiefly  pouting,  a  21b. 
pollack,  61b.  codling  and  a  12Jlb.  cod.  Mr.  R.  C.  Graham 
at  Dover  from  the  pier  a  few  flat-fish,  the  rest  whiting, 
Jib.  to  lilb.  Mr.  W.  S.  Ladell,  at  Ramsgate,  with 
Mr.  Saunders,  took  ten  score  whiting  of  good  size. 
Verbal  reports  were  given  by  Mr.  Ive,  fishing  at  Leigh, 
two  and  a  half  dozen  flounders,  good  size,  averaging 
lib.  Mr.  Pickup  brought  up  a  report  from  Mr.  James 
Richardson  upon  the  pier  fishing  competition  at  Deal 
on  Saturday  (16th)  and  Sunday  (17th).  There  were 
twenty-five  entries,  twenty  members  competed,  eight 
weighed  in.  The  winner  of  the  silver  medal  on  the 
16th  (Mr.  G.  E.  Beasley)  weighed  in  one  whiting  and 
nine  codling— sizeable  fish  ;  weight  131b.  9oz.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Carroll,  three  whiting  and  two  codling,  51b.  12oz., 
Mr.  J.  Handley,  six  whiting,  two  pouts,  and  one  cod, 
61b.  80Z.  The  winner  on  the  17th  of  the  silver  medal, 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Summers,  ten  whiting  and  two  pouts, 
61b.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  L.  Wrightson,  eleven  whiting, 
61b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  P.  Palkuer,  one  codling  and  four 
whiting,  41b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  C.  Gardner,  seven  whiting, 
41b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Stait,  seven  whiting,  3Ib.  15oz. 
This  was  the  first  occasion  on  which  tliG  society's 
medal  has  been  taken  by  a  lady.  Of  whiting  there 
were  plenty,  afiording  good  prospect  of  successful 
fishing  for  the  boat  competition,  to  be  held  at 
Deal  on  Nov.  23,  24,  and  25,  for  the  Deal  Chal- 
lenge Cup  and  Gold  and  Silver  Medals  for  four 
classes.  Attention  was  again  called  to  the 
smoker  to  be  held  at  Mr.  Hanger's  at  Deal 
on  Nov.  23.  Members  and  friends  willing  to  assist 
were  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  Mallett 
through  the  secretary.  Mr.  Churchward's  paper  on 
the  27th,  a  lantern  show,  Mr.  Hussey,  "  Round  the 
Coast  with  a  Camera,"  on  Dec.  4,  a  lady's  night,  and 
on  Dec.  11  a  smoking  concert  were  also  announced. 
An  excellent  exhibit  of  fishing  tackle  was  then  made, 
Mr.  P.  H.  Clay  (Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Limited) 
showing  a  new  and  improved  sea-fishing  reel,  made 
of  ebonite,  and  therefore  non-rusting,  a  quick  working 
barrel,  and  a  new  adjustable  drag ;  rods,  both  split 


cane  and  of  lancewood ;  also  specimens  of  the  strong 
line  alluded  to  last  week  as  Leadall's  —  this  is 
the  name  of  the  line ;  a  new  form  of  light  oil- 
skins for  sea-fishing  and  numerous  other  novelties. 
Mr.  Norman  exhibited  specimens  of  sea  tackle  used  by 
the  fishermen  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  the  leads  acting 
as  boom  and  sinker.  The  same  leads  are  used  by  tbe 
cod  fishermen  on  the  Newfoundland  banks.  Mr.  l3ates 
showed  winch,  wire  paternosters  and  ledgers,  and 
pollack  traces,  and  a  collapsible  line  drier.  The  chair- 
man, after  some  discussion  had  taken  place  upon  the 
exhibits,  thanked thegentlemenwhohad  taken  so  much 
trouble  in  the  matter,  expressing  his  approval  of  Carter's 
split  cane  "rod  by  at  once  ordering  one.  He  announced 
that  there  were  163  entries  for  the  ensuing  boat  com- 
petition, and  urged  members,  by  vigorous  and  sports- 
manlike effort,  to  make  this  competition  the  great 
success  that  it  promised  to  be.  With  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  the  customary  toast  of 
"  The- Society,"  a  very  well  attended  and  successful 
meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. — W.  H.  W.  Gbove, 
Hon.  Sec. 


GRBSHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  presided 
at  the  microscopical  evening.  Arrangements  were 
made  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  with  the  assistance  of 
friends  who  attended,  who  provided  upwards  of  twenty 
instruments  and  innumerable  slides  and  objects.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  moments'  address  to  the  meeting 
Mr.  Bentley  remarked  that  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  chemically  pure  water,  therefore,  considering  the 
water  as  we  find  it,  spring  and  sea  water  contain 
much  mineral  matter ;  river  water  should  contain 
a  small  portion  of  mineral  and  a  more  or  less 
considerable  quantity  of  living  organisms  according 
to  circumstances.  Without  desiring  to  consider  how 
life  originated  in  the  water,  he  stated  that  it  was 
generally  supposed  that  the  seeds  or  germs  of  life  of 
both  plants  and  animals  exist  in  the  air  in  what  might 
be  termed  a  latent  condition.  Let  them,  however, 
have  access  to  water  and  active  life  then  developed. 
The  first  beginnings,  tiny  enough,  are  commonly  the 
most  minute  kinds  of  infusoria  algyj,  as  they  are 
termed  (and  these  may  be  fresh  water  or  salt  water), 
some  being  possessed  of  immistakable  vegetable  life, 
whilst  others  are  permanent  puzzles  to  scientific  clas- 
sifiers, as  at  one  and  the  same  time  they  seem  to  have 
both  an  animal  and  vegetable  existence.  However, 
these  tiny  specks,  animal  and  vegetable,  in  fresh  or 


salt  water  are  the  foundation,  the  starting  point  of  all 
larger  forms  of  life  inhabiting  the  water,  the  smallest 
animalcula  living  upon  the  exceptionally  small 
plants,  these  living  things  being  consumed  by  others 
of  larger  size  or  greater  streogth,  many  forms,  of 
course,  being  more  strictly  vegetarian  in  their  habits, 
and  nearly  all,  whether  of  the  smaller  or  larger  sorts, 
are  preye(i  upon  by  fish  as  also  by  predaceous  insects, 
these  insects  in  their  turn  being  consumed  by  fish  of 
some  kind  or  other.  The  office  of  the  smaller  infusoria 
seems  to  be  simply  to  provide  food  or  a  soil  to  support 
a  higher  kind  of  life.  Shell-fish  of  various  kinds 
appafently  consume  great  quantities  of  diatoms,  and 
are  certainly  great  consumers  of  aquatic  vegetation, 
for  it  is  noticeable  that  pond,  river,  or  sea  weed,  when 
taken  fresh  from  the  water,  is  generally  covered 
with  shell-fish,  most  of  whom  are  provided  with 
special  palates  or  tongues  studded  with  numerous 
teeth  to  rasp  and  crush  their  vegetable  food.  These 
remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Bentley  as  a  sort  of 
apology  for  the  introduction  of  microscopic  science 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  society,  though  the  matter 
above  quoted  proves  that  there  is  much  of  value 
as  well  as  great  interest  to  the  studious  and  observant 
angler;  therefore  no  member  who  might  bc  ciicouragod 
to  take  up  the  study  of  the  microscope  would  find  that 
he  has  started  a  useless  amusement,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  find  additional  reasons  to  go  fishing. 
The  heartiest  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  accorded 
Mr.  Bentley,  his  friends,  and  others  who  had 
provided  such  a  valued  exhibition.  One  gentle- 
man was  nominated  for  membership.  It  was 
resolved  to  take  a  further  stretch  of  the  River  Black- 
water,  at  Kelvedon,  for  coarse  fishing.  Of  those 
who  had  been  successful  when  angling  were  Mr.  P.  E. 
Eldred,  a  pike  of  61b.  2oz.  from  the  society's  Kelvedon 
water ;  Mr.  Emery,  some  good  roach,  on  a  very  cold 
day  ;  Mr.  C.  E.  Posbrooke,  roach  ;  Mr.  Gray,  chub  ;  Mr. 
P.  L.  Borthwick,  twenty-five  whiting  from  Burnham; 
Mr.  Gill  a  jack  of  41b.  or  so,  and  from  Burnham 
thirty  whiting;  Mr.  Connellan  some  thirty  whiting 
from  the  same  district.  Mr.  Maitland  an  exceptional 
time  amongst  the  bream  in  Norfolk,  and  with  his  son, 
at  Gorleston,  one  hundred  and  eighty  four  whiting, 
some  very  fine,  besides  codling  and  dabs.  The  fishing 
at  Gorleston  is  now  reported  good,  the  codling  being 
"well  on."  The  usual  toast  and  votes  of  thanis  con- 
cluded the  meeting. 

Manchester  Hotel,  J.  H.  Walker,  Hon.  Sec. 

A)dersgate-street,  E.G. 
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Angling  experiences  were  of  a  decidedly  negative 
character  at  Monday's  meeting,  the  dense  fogs  and 
cold  snap  having  prevented  all  except  those  endowed 
with  Spartan  fortitude  and  possessing  unbounded  en- 
thusiasm from  visiting  the  waterside.  Mr.  R.  Bradford 
presided  over  the  gathering.  Captain  A.  B.  Hayward 
I'inch  had  been  to  Uxbridge  for  his  usual  Saturday 
jaunt,  the  gloom  notwithstanding,  in  quest  of  the  huge 
pike  which  up  to  the  present  has  defied  all  attempts 
at  capture,  but  his  bag  consisted  of  a  bucket  filled 
with  mud,  which  he  safely  brought  to  bank.  The 
catch  was  not  returned  to  the  water,  nor  did  it  find  a 
resting  place  in  the  gallant  Captain's  capacious  creel. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brovra  told  a  tale  of  a  trip  he  had  made 
after  the  graceful,  gliding  grayling  a  little  while  back. 
Of  course,  the  moment  he  espied  the  keeper  of  the  pre- 
serve he  enquired,  as  all  good  anglers  do,  if  the  fish 
had  been  moving.  "  Oh,  yes,"  said  Velveteens,  "  they 
were  rising  uncommonly  well  yesterday."  Becoming 
interested  Mr.  Brown  ventured  to  ask  the  name  of  the 
fly  which  had  been  up— Olives,  Watery  Duns,  or  what  ? 
The  keeper  promptly  replied  that  most  of  the  flies  on 
were  Wickham's  Fancy  I  The  amused  piscator  did 
not  inform  his  brother  members  whether  he  indulged 
in  a  hearty  laugh  or  whether  his  face,  by  a  superhuman 
effort  of  will,  assumed  a  sad  and  pensive  look  in  place 
of  the  smiles  with  which  it  is  ever  wreathed.  Mr.  C. 
H.  By  waters  gave  further  interesting  particulars  anent 
the  Uxbridge  fishery.  A  very  large  number,  nearly  one 
thousand  in  fact,  of  perch  had  been  transferred  from 
the  mill  tail  under  repair  to  the  main  stream,  some 
being  grand  fish.  Many  crayfish,  too  had  been  netted, 
showing  that  this  little  crustacean,  so  pre-eminently 
useful  in  trout  rivers,  had  begun  to  come  back  to  this 
part  of  the  Colne.  Like  the  "  gentleman  in  the 
striped  jacket,"  it  disappeared  for  years,  and  it  is 
more  than  gratifying  to  find  that  both  perch  and  the 
freshwater  lobster  have  taken  again  to  their  old 
quarters.  Roach  and  other  fish  have  not  come  to  the 
bait  during  the  past  week  at  Uxbridge,  and  there  is 
no  news  to  report  from  the  Kennet.  May  I  finally 
remind  members  of  the  annual  supper  on  Monday 
next,  Nov.  25,  at  7  for  7..30  p.m. ;  morning  dress. 

M.  DE  C. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Me.  F.  J .  HuDD  was  voted  to  the  chair  at  our  meeting 
on  Nov.  20.  After  the  minutes  had  been  passed, 
Mr.  Attwood  reported  the  steps  taken  up  to  date  by 
the  fishing  committee.  Mr.  T.  F.  Ward  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings at  the  previous  Anglers'  Association  meeting. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  over  the  amount  subscribed  to- 
wards the  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund  for  the  present. 
Fishing  reports  show  a  falling  off  since  last  report, 
Mr.  S.  Stone  has  recorded  a  few  fair  roach,  perch,  and 
some  good  dace,  best  brace  9Joz.  and  9oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn 
several  small  chub  from  the  Wey  Valley;  Mr.  F. 
Berry  good  roach  up  to  lib.  2oz.  from  the  Kennet 
Messrs.  T.  F.  Ward  and  J.  Potter  started  for  a  raid  on 
the  pike,  but  on  arrival  at  the  water  found  it  covered 
with  about  two  inches  of  ice,  and  consequently  the 
expedition  was  a  failure. — G.  W. 


ANGLERS'  UNITED  A.B.S. 

COMPETITION. 


THAMES 


DEC.  15,  1901. 


OuE  arrangements  are  going  on  swimmingly  and  all 
bids  fair  for  a  big  event.  I  have  already  fifty  prizes 
promised,  and  know  many  more  are  coming  in.  All 
of  the  A.B.S.  committee  have  promised  me  their 
hearty  support,  and  I  am  hoping  that  our  friends  in  the 
south  of  London  will  be  able  to  fix  a  meeting  in  that 
district  early  next  week.  Mr.  Wade  has  been  desired 
to  arrange  place  and  date,  and  if  time  permits  he  will 
announce  this  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  so  will  members 
of  the  committee  look  out  for  his  announcement.  I 
need  not  say  any  angler  will  be  welcome,  as  we  can 
do  with  all  the  support  we  can  get.  Please  make 
early  application  for  tickets.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  be  on  Nov.  26. 

J.  Habeis,  Hon.  Sec,  137,  Droop-street, 

Queen's-park,  W. 


HOLLOWAYS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Indisputable 
remedies.  In  the  use  of  these  medicaments  there  need  be  no 
hesitation  or  doubt  of  their  cooling,  healing,  and  purifvin" 
properties.  The  Ointment  stands  unrivalled  in  relieving  heal" 
iiig,  and  thoroughly  curing  the  most  inveterate  sores  and  ulcers 
'S.,*;''^''^  °*  }'^^  '^^"^  I'ad  'Teasts  they  act  as  a  charm' 
Ihe  Pills  are  the  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  cure  of  liver 
complaints,  which  derange  all  the  proper  functions  of  the 
'."'S'i"?  aftected,  inducing  restlessness,  melancholy,  weariness 
inability  to  sleep,  pain  in  the  side,  etc.  These  wonderful  Pills' 
If  taken  according  to  the  printed  directions  accompaiiyin"  each 
bo.v,  strike  at  the  root  of  the  malady  and  stimulate  the  stSmach 
and  hver  into  a  healthy  action. 


THE  THAMES  ANGLERS' 
LEAGUE. 


DEFENCE 


A  GBAND  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  head- 
quarters, Blenheim  Arms,  Nocting  Hill,  on  Monday 
next  (Nov.  25),  Mr.  Cecil  Lumley  in  the  chair;  com- 
mence at  8.30.  The  entire  proceeds  will  be  handed 
over  to  the  "  Andrews'  Defence  Fund."  I  hope  all 
clubs  will  do  their  best  to  support  us  on  this  occasion. 

C.  Chaplais,  Hon.  Sec. 


BOOTLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


There  have  been  good  attendances  at  the  meetings 
of  late.  The  captain  of  the  outing  on  Oct.  31  at 
Bangor-on-Dee  gave  an  excellent  report,  which  was  as 
follows :— 1st,  Mr.  George  Barratt,  141b.  Goz.  Gdrs.  • 
2nd,  Mr.  William  Jones,  101b.  loz.  12drs. ;  3rd,  Mr.  Chris! 
Cain,  71b. ;  eight  members  weighed  in,  and  the  total 
catch  weighed  471b.  12oz.  12dr8. ;  altogether  a  very 
enjoyable  outing.  There  was  also  a  competition  held 
in  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool  Canal  on  Nov.  5  ;  a  good 
number  turned  out,  and  the  result  was  as  follows  :— 
1st,  Mr.  W.  Bishop  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Tom  Baker  ;  the  winner 
caught  a  very  nice  roach.  It  was  resolved  to  net  some 
private  waters  to-day  (Saturday),  and  convey  the  fish 
to  our  own  waters.  Rudd. 


LAKE  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at 
the  Old  England  Hotel,  Bowness,  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
Nov.  12.  Mr.  R.  Rigg,  M.P.,  presided,  and  there  were 
also  present  Mr.  J.  B.  Baddeley,  Mr.  Roger  Bownass, 
and  Mr.  E.  W.  Branthwaite,  acting  secretary.  The 
report  for  the  season  1901  stated  : — "  It  is  with  deep 
regret  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  A.  B.  Dick- 
son, who  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  committee 
ever  since  the  association  was  formed,  and  for  some 
time  acted  as  its  chairman.  During  the  year  6451b. 
of  char  have  been  taken,  realising  £41  19s.  3d.  This 
is  the  second  season  during  which  only  one  net  has 
been  allowed  on  the  lake,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that  anglers  will  in  the  coming  season  reap  the 
benefit,  but  it  is  too  soon  yet  to  be  able  to  record  any 
decided  change.  There  is  no  doubt  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  fish  in  the  lake,  and  some  good 
baskets  have  been  made.  In  consequence  of  the 
association  being  crippled  for  want  of  funds,  Mr.  Mid- 
wood  very  generously  offered  to  contribute  £5  per 
year,  for  three  years,  if  nine  other  gentlemen  would 
do  the  same.  This  challenge  was  very  well  responded 
to,  with  the  result  that  fifteen  subscriptions  of  £5 
each  were  promised.  "The  report  and  balance-sheet 
were  adopted.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rigg,  Mr.  D. 
Ainsworth,  of  Wray  Castle,  was  re-elected  president 
of  the  association.  Mr.  Baddeley  was  re-elected 
treasurer,  Mr.  Leeming  (Bank  of  Liverpool)  auditor, 
and  Mr.  G.  Gatey  secretary.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Rigg,  the  committee  were  re-elected,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Mr.  Tattersall  (resigned),  whose  place  was 
taken  by  Mr.  R.  Bownass.  The  name  of  Mr.  G. 
Atherton  was  added  to  the  committee.  Mr.  Bownass 
drew  attention  to  the  desirability  of  the  association's 
fishermen  being  empowered  to  destroy  big  trout, 
which  were  believed  to  be  more  destructive  of  char 
and  small  trout  than  pike  were.  These  big  trout 
were  lazy,  idle  creatures,  which  would  not  rise  to  the 
fly,  preferring  instead  to  feed  on  the  small  fish,  and 
they  were  more  active  than  pike.  —  Westmorland 
Gazette. 


THE  PAST   SALMON   SEASON  ON 
THE  KENT. 


The  past  season  is  probably  the  worst  ever  remem- 
bered on  the  Kent  so  far  as  salmon  and  mort  are 
concerned.  There  have  been  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
river,  but  there  was  no  water  in  July  and  August. 
\Vhen_the  first  fresh  of  the  season  comes  as  late  as  it 
did  this  year  the  fish  have  become  sluggish  and  quite 
unlike  fresh  run  ones.  They  take  a  deal  of  coaxing  to 
make  them  move,  and  when  they  do  take  notice  of  the 
fly  going  past  them  it  is  in  a  very  half-hearted  manner, 
and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  do  not  mouth  it. 
Only  two  salmon  have  been  killed,  and  both  by  Mr. 
Millburn  at  Akrigg  End.  This  is  a  very  unusual 
circumstance,  and  points  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
fish  run  up  during  the  first  fresh.  No  salmon  have 
been  taken  either  at  the  Waste  or  in  Levens  Park. 
During  August  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  F.  B.  Pollitt  had 
some  fair  panniers  at  night,  and  just  before  dusk  one 
evening  Mr.  Lee  took  a  small  grilse  of  4Jlb.  out  of  the 
Turn  Hole.  This  was  the  largest  fish  killed  in  the 
Levens  water,  and  this  fact  alone  proves  the  wretched- 
ness of  the  season.  At  the  Waste  the  best  catch  was 
about  half  a  dozen  sea  fish  in  any  one  day,  and  very 
few  have  been  taken  over  a  pound  in  weight.  The 


netters  on  the  Sands  had  one  of  the  worst  seasons 
since  the  fishery  was  rented,  so  they  are  not  to  blame 
for  the  scarcity  of  fish.  The  Conservators  have  made 
a  move  in  the  matter  of  establishing  a  playground  on 
Arnside  Sands,  so  next  year,  in  all  probability,  the 
nets  will  not  be  used.  This  will  make  some  appre- 
ciable difference  to  the  number  of  fish  in  the  Kent, 
but  not  to  such  a  great  extent  as  some  fishermen 
imagine.  The  Kent  channel  is  now  almost  sanded  up 
for  a  distance  of  twelve  or  fifteen  miles,  and  salmon 
will  not  face  the  shifting  sands.  Twenty  or  thirty 
years  ago  there  was  not  a  hundredth  part  as  much 
sand  in  the  channel,  and  then  the  salmon  came  up  the 
Kent  in  large  numbers.  If  only  the  sand  about 
Arnside,  Sandside,  and  Grange  could  be  moved  and 
the  bed  rock  laid  bare  then  salmon  would  again  ascend 
the  Kent  in  numbers.  It  would  be  a  nice  little  sum 
for  anyone  who  was  so  inclined  to  find  out  how  many 
carts  of  sand  there  arc  in  the  estuary. 

ViATOE  in  Westmorland  Oazelte. 


SALMON  SNATCHING  ON  THE  LfDDLE. 

In  the  Dumfries  Sheriff  Court  last  week,  before 
Sheriff  Campion,  John  Wylie,  Rowanburn,  Canonbie, 
was  charged  with  contravention  of  the  Salmon 
Act  by  fishing  with  weighted  hooks  and  snatching 
or  foul-hooking  .salmon  in  the  River  Liddle,  below 
Penton,  Canonbie,  on  Oct.  25.  Procurator  Fiscal 
prosecuted,  and  Mr.  James  Hyslop,  solicitor, 
Dumfries,  defended.  Constable  Gardiner  said  that 
when  on  duty  on  the  banks  of  the  Liddle  he  saw 
Wyhe  fishing  in  the  Tooks  pool  about  5. .30  p.m., 
and  got  within  twenty  yards  of  him.  He  watched 
him  for  about  ten  minutes,  using  a  field  glass  on 
account  of  the  darkness  coming  on.  At  first  Wylie 
seemed  to  be  "  fishing  fair,"  but  later  on  he  drew  in 
bis  line,  leaving  16  or  18  feet  unwound,  got  hold  of 
the  line,  took  something  out  of  the  left  pocket  of  his 
jacket,  and  kept  working  with  the  line  for  a  couple  of 
minutes  as  if  fixing  something  on  to  it.  He  then 
commenced  throwing  the  line  up  the  water,  allowing 
the  hooks  a  little  time  to  sink,  and  then  dragging  them 
out  again  with  a  jerk  towards  him.  This  was  done 
six  or  seven  times,  accused  every  time  lifting  up  the 
line  and  examining  it.  After  further  evidence  the 
Sheriff  said  that  as  it  was  Wylie's  second  offence  he 
would  have  to  pay  a  fine  of  40s.  and  33s.  expenses,  or 
21  days'  imprisonment. — G. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATIOX   OP  LOXDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


At  a  committee  meeting,  held  on  Monday,  Nov.  18, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  occupied  the  chair,  several  impor- 
tant items  were  discussed;  it  was  also  reported  that  the 
Thames  Defence  Committee  did  not  consider  the  case 
of  Andrews  w.  Palmer  worthy  of  any  further  support, 
the  many  painful  and  unsatisfactory  features,  coupled 
with  the  opinion  of  counsel,  made  it  apparent 
that  there  was  actually  no  sense  in  further  con- 
testing the  plaintiff's  rights.  Clubs  ■  and  anglers 
are  therefore  reminded  of  the  uselessness  of  remitting 
any  further  sums  for  the  fund,  as  the  committee 
have  practically  dissolved  and  subscriptions  retm-ned. 
There  can  be  very  little  doubt  in  the  existing  state  of 
the  law — it  is  useless  to  contest  riparian  rights  ;  conse- 
quently some  other  course  of  action  must  be  adopted, 
and  after  discussiiLg  the  proposal  of  the  Thames  Preser- 
vation for  a  joint  conference  it  was  agreed  to  accept  the 
invitation,  and  the  president,  with  Dr.  Spurgin,  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen,  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch,  and  the  secretary,' were 
selected  to  attend  as  representatives  of  the  Central. 
Mr.  Rowland  Hill  (Izaak  Walton  A.S.)  was  unani- 
mously selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  committee. 
Other  matters  unnecessary  to  refer  to  also  received 
attention.  W.  J.  Wade,  Secretary. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  AND  CHATHA.M 
RAILWAY. 

To  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  Central  Association. 

Anglers'  Tickets. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  letter  of  Aug.  1  last, 
it  will  not  be  possible  to  include  tickets  to  Tonbridge 
at  the  London  to  Tonbridge  fare,  3s.  3d.  The  fares 
must  be  as  follows: — From  Woolwich  Dockvard, 
Woolwich  Arsenal,  and  Plumstead  to  East  Farleigh 
or  intermediate  stations  to  Tonbridge,  4s. :  from  Abbey 
Wood,  Belvedere,  and  Erith  to  East  Farleigh  or  inter- 
mediate stations  to  Tonbridge,  3s.  9d.  These  tickets 
will  be  available  for  the  usual  three  days,  including 
day  of  issue  and  return.  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  consent 
to  cheap  tickets  being  issued  for  Sundays  at  the  reduced 
rate  suggested. — Yoius  truly, 

Vincent  W.  Hill,  General  Manager. 
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Codings  bp  fl)c  ^ap. 

Just  a  last  reminder  that  the  "Ben  Abrahams" 
Competition  will  take  place  on  Nov.  2i  at  Richmond. 
There  are  nearly  sixty  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for, 
and  all  comers,  on  paying  an  entrance  fee  of 
one  shilling,  will  be  eligible  to  fish  for  thorn. 
I  hope  "  Ben "  will  be  well  patronised,  and  that 
fine  weather  may  prevail.  I  also  hope  that  the 
new  box  Ben  has  built  for  the  "Benevolent"  will 
contain  the  heaviest  "weigh-in."  I  note  that 
"Ben"  has  joined  the  committee  for  the  A.B.S. 
competition  on  Dec.  15,  and  which  is  being  engineered 
by  that  other  good  worker  Mr.  Harris. 


I  HEAR  that  the  entries  for  the  B.S.A.S.  Competition 
for  the  Deal  Challenge  Cup  and  Gold  and  Silver  Medals 
(for  four  clasFes)  have  exceeded  any  yet  recorded.  All 
members  are  in  receipt  of  the  conditions  to  be  followed, 
and,  given  fair  weather,  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport.  Members  should  not  forget  to  "declare"  to 
the  proper  authorities  on  which  day  they  choose  to 
fish— Nov.  23,  24,  or  25.  If  "  Ned  "  can  promise  me 
there  will  be  no  wrecks  I  hope  to  infiate  my  lungs  on 
the  briny. 


The  Stockwell  Anglers  foregathered  in  strength  at 
their  headquarters,  the  Duke  of  Eichmond,  Thome- 
road,  South  Lambeth,  on  Wednesday  evening  (Nov.  20), 
to  hear  a  lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  entitled 
"  Rambles  with  Rod  and  Camera,"  and  the  interesting 
account  of  the  river  Medway  from  Maidstone  to 
Tonbridge  as  a  fishing  river,  and  also  the  rambles 
amidst  the  charming  scenery  of  the  Kentish  hop  dis- 
trict. The  views  depicted  on  the  screen  were  pronounced 
to  be  exceptionally  good,  and  the  interesting  competi- 
tion of  South  Londoners  at  Yalding  in  the  summer, 
coupled  with  views  of  surf  fishing  in  American  waters, 
were  well  received.  Mr.  J.  Richards  (host)  made  a 
capital  chairman,  and  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  A.  Pain,  did 
his  utmost  for  the  comfort  of  visitors.  At  the  con- 
clusion a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Wade  and  the  lanternist,  Mr.  F.  Lee. 


Bob  Plummer,  fisherman  and  bailiff  to  the  Monkey 
Island  Waters,  Bray,  Berks,  writes:  "It  may  interest 
anglers  using  these  waters  to  know  that  the  well- 
known  boughs  which  have  afforded  such  good  fishing 
for  the  last  35  years  in  the  backwater,  inside  Queen's 
Eyot,  well  known  as  the  '  Deep,'  and  has  given  such 
good  cover  for  coarse  fish  are,  I  deeply  regret  to  state, 
being  cut  down  and  dragged  out,  which  all  anglers 
must  agree  will  destroy  the  few  harbours  that  are 
left  in  the  few  baokwaters  not  only  for  the  sport  of 
fishing,  but  another  very  great  consideration,  which 
we  hope  to  save,  cover  for  breeding  purposes  also, 
which  it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  follower  of  the 
rod  and  line  to  protect." 


The  Greenwich  Angling  Society  have  invited  the 
losing  team  of  the  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society 
to  dine  with  them  at  their  cosy  headquarters,  the 
Mitre  Hotel,  London-street,  Greenwich,  on  Wednes- 
day next,  November  27.  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  president 
of  the  club,  will  occupy  the  chair.  The  catering  will 
be  done  by  Host  Neary,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
secretary,  will  do  his  utmost  to  make  the  concert 
and  dinner  enjoyable. 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  "  Christian  Globe," 
yclept  "Our  Christmas  Hamper,"  again  makes  its 
welcome  appearance.  The  contents  consist  of  four 
grand  complete  stories,  splendidly  illustrated,  as 
follows  :—"  Klondyke  Gold,"  by  E.  Watts  Phillips  • 
"  The  Christmas  of  Drake  Major,"  by  "  Rita "  • 
"Reported  Dead,"  by  Grace  Stebbing;  and  "The 
Garden  of  Glory,"  a  Christmas  Fairy  Story  of  London 
Life,  by  H.  J.  Allingham ;  Interesting  Facts  about 
Christmas;  Hard  Nuts  for  the  youngsters  to  crack, 
in  the  form  of  charades,  .puzzles,  etc. ;  the  whole 
combining  a  good,  wholesome,  and  interesting  penny- 


It  will  be  of  interest  to  London  anglers  to  know 
that  the  South  London  Electric  Railway  has  opened  a 
station  at  the  Angel,  Islington,  in  close  proximity  to 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  &  Co.'s  establishment  at  St.  John- 
street-road.  It  will  be  a  boon  to  those  who  have 
hitherto  journeyed  from  the  City  and  West-end  by  'bus 
The  latter  can  travel  to  the  Bank  by  the  Tube  and 
change  over  vid  the  subway  connecting  the  two  lines. 

"There  was  a  delightful  fog  on  Saturday  last 
(Nov.  IG),"  says  a  correspondent.  "  Scientists  tell  us 
that  the  London  fog  in  particular  is  a  fine  blood 
purifier.  If  this  is  the  case  I  prefer  to  have  my  blood 
unpurified.  That,  however,  is  a  mere  detail.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  I  endured  London's  blood 
purifier  on  the  day  in  question  as  far  as  Ponder's 
End,  and  then  I  found  bright  sunshine,  which  made 


my  trip  along  the  Lea  towing-path  very  enjoyable, 
lowards  five  o'clock  I  was  about  getting  tired 
and  in  need  of  some  refreshment  for  the  inner  man  • 
I  found  it  at  the  Fish  and  Eels  at  Roydon.  As  I  last 
saw  the  house,  a  year  or  so  ago,  it  was  a  tumble- 
down sort  of  place,  constituted  chiefly  of  boards  and 
cracks  to  admit  the  passing  breeze.  To-day,  under 
the  enterprise  of  HostT.  B.  Stanford,  it  has  become  a 
most  cosy  riverside  house,  replete  with  every  comfort 
that  the  modest  needs  of  an  angler  can  desire.  After  the 
cold  and  fog  outside  it  was  indeed  a  welcome  change 
to  sit  by  a  blazing  fire  in  the  well-furnished  coffee- 
room.  The  cuisine  of  the  house  is  good,  and  the 
charges  are  moderate  in  the  extreme." 


Mr.  p.  Howard,  of  Teddington,  caught  a  nice  pike 
of  imh.  on  Wednesday  last,  just  under  the  weir  at 
Teddington,  with  Farlow's  spoon  bait.  Messrs 
Parlow,  who  are  setting  up  the  fish,  inform  us  that 
it  is  a  beautiful  fish,  and  in  good  condition. 


The  Victoria  Station  Hotel,  Nottingham,  designed 
by  Col.  R.  W.  Edis,  F.S.A.,  the  famous  architect,  and 
built,  fitted,  and  furnished  by  Maple  &  Co.,  of 
Tottenham  Court-road,  is  a  substantial  and  imposino- 
structure  m  red  brick  with  stone  dressings,  surmounted 
by  a  lofty  tower  with  tapering  spire,  which  forms  a 
conspicuous  landmark.  It  is  conveniently  placed 
next  to,  and  in  private  communication  with,  the 
magnificent  joint  station  of  the  Great  Northern  and 
Great  Central  Railways,  though  sufliciently  removed 
that  any  discomfort  to  its  guests,  or  annoyonce  from 
passing  trains,  is  absolutaly  avoided.  This  magnifi- 
cent hotel  will  be  open  for  the  reception  of  visitors  on 
Saturday  (to-day),  Nov.  28. 


NO-VEMBBE. 

"  No  sun— no  moon  I 
No  morn — no  noon — 
No  dawn— no  dusk— no  proper  time  of  day- 
No  sky — no  earthly  view — ■ 
No  distance  looking  blue — 
No  road— no  street— no  't'other  side  the  way '— 
No  end  to  any  row — 
No  indications'  where  the  crescents  go— 
No  top  to  any  steeple — 
No  recognitions  of  familiar  people — 

No  courtesies  for  showing  'em — 
Not  knowing  'em ! 
No  travelling  at  all— no  locomotion, 
No  inkling  of  the  way — no  notion — 
'  No  go  ' — by  land  or  ocean — 
No  mail — no  post — 
No  news  from  any  foreign  coast- 
No  park— no  ring— no  afternoon  gentility- 
No  company — no  nobility — 
No  warmth,  no  cheerfulness— no  healthful  ease- 
No  comfortable  feel  in  any  member — 
No  shade,  no  shine,  no  butterflies,  no  bees, 
No  fruits,  no  flowers,  no  leaves,  no  birds,  No-vember  I  " 

Thomas  Hood. 

The  artistic  features  of  the  Christmas  number  of 
Scribner's  will  include  an  elaborate  coloured  cover  by 
Maxfield  Parrish  and  a  frontispiece  in  colour  by  the 
sarne  artist,  drawings  by  Castaigne  and  Jessie  Wilcox 
Smith,  reproduced  in  their  original  colours,  and  snow 
scenes  in  the  Adirondacks  by  Gu6rin,  printed  in  tints 
which  suggest  the  winter  landscape.  Another  notable 
art  feature  will  be  the  collection  of  portraits  of  Ameri- 
can children  from  paintings  by  Sargent,  Miss  Beaux, 
Kendall,  Alexander,  Chase,  Miss  Cassatt,  Thayer, 
Brush,  Lockwood,  and  others.  Thomas  Nelson  Page 
will  revive  his  memories  of  an  old  time  Sunday  in 
Virginia  as  it  was  in  his  boyhood.  It  is  a  charming 
sketch  of  Southern  life  before  the  war,  and  is  illustra- 
ted by  Clinedinst. 


According  to  "  The  Toilers  of  the  Deep,"  the  organ 
of  the  Mission  to  Deep-Sea  Fishermen,  a  West  of 
England  clergyman  was  addressing  a  mission  meeting, 
which  was  attended  chiefly  by  fishermen,  and  with 
the_  object  of  adapting  his  remarks  to  his  hearers  used 
various  nautical  similes.  He  spoke  of  the  noble  figure 
of  the  captain  navigating  his  ship  through  a  narrow, 
winding  channel  abounding  in  rocks  and  strong  cur- 
rents, and  described  in  detail  the  difficulties  of  the 
voyage  with  all  the  eloquence  he  could  muster,  even 
repea,ting  some  of  the  imaginary  captain's  orders,  thus 
working  his  audience  up  to  a  flne  suspense.  At  last 
the  vessel  was  in  the  most  imminent  peril,  with  rocks 
and  breakers  ahead.  "  And  now,  what  shall  we  do 
what  shall  we  do?"  he  called  out.  And  a  ^voice 
replied  from  out  the  congregation,  "  Bless  your'  soul, 
guv'nor,  that  captain  of  yourn  can't  do  nothin',  for 
he's  sailing  his  ship  starn  foremost."  ■ 


English  angler  at  a  Shannon  Inn:  "Waiter,  can 
I  have  some  very  fresh  eggs  for  breakfast  ?  "—Waiter, 
"  an'  sure  ye  can,  yer  honour,  bekase  we  niver  puts  the 
eggs  down  to  bile  till  we  hear  the  bins  cacklin'." 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  Killaloe,  Ireland,  writes:  "Drag 
clear,— When  I  last  wrote  you  about  my  quondam  dear 
little  friends,  the  four  young  otters,  and  Cathleen, 
their  companion,  a  brown,  curly  Irish  water-spaniel 
puppy,  I  omitted  to  mention  how  my  American  young 
lady  friend,  who  has  purchased  the  lot,  came  to  hear 
ot  them.  It  appears  that  some  American  magazine  or 
paper  had  copied  from  the  Fishing  Gazette  my  account 
in  your  '  Jottings  by  the  Way '  of  the  nest  of  baby 
otters,  which  my  dear  old  Irish  college  chum  had 
presented  me.  So  the  young  lady  wrote  me  straiglit 
away  about  them,  and  you  know  the  rest.    Well  this 

week  I  have  received  from  Miss  a  letter  telling 

me  how  greatly  her  pets  are  admired  by  all  her  friends 
and  acquaintances.  At  all  her  'At  Homes'  my 
Killaloe  beauties  are  the  chief  attraction,  more  parti- 
cularly when  she  shows  them  oi?  to  her  guests  in  a 
white  marble  basin,  or  aquarium,  in  the  grounds 
opposite  her  mansion." 


W.  B.  C.  writes :  "  It  may  interest  some  of  your 
readers  to  hear  of  the  good  sport  I  had  at  Folkestone 
recently.  Accompanied  by  a  friend  I  enjoyed  three 
hours  sea-anghng,  and  our  catch  was  as  follows— 
mnety-one  whiting  (all  good  fish,  and  not  the  miserable 
little  specimens  so  often  caught),  two  small  congers, 
t\yo  pouting,  and  one  codling.  Not  having  our  sea-rods 
with  us  we  rigged  up  our  paternosters  on  ordinary 
hand-hnes,  but  I  believe  that  had  we  used  rods  our  take 
would  have  been  much  larger,  as  our  hands  being  wet 
and  cold  became  numbed,  and  striking  our  fish  proved 
after  a  time  rather  painful,  hence  manyfish  were  missed. 
I  think  it  would  be  worth  the  while  for  some  of  your 
sea-fishing  readers  to  give  Folkestone  a  trial.  A 
luxurious  corridor  train  (at  usual  third-class  fares) 
leaves  Charing  Cross  every  afternoon  at  4.28,  returning 
every  morning  at  8.30.  With  regard  to  boatman  I  can 
honestly  recommend  Standing.  He  is  competent 
courteous,  and  not  afraid  of  work,  and  knows  the  best 
spots  for  fish." 

,  At  Southend  recently  an  action  was  brought  by 
David  William  Gundy,  Shoeburyness,  against  Abraham 
Robinson,  fisherman,  Southend,  for  £3,  the  value  of 
winkles  alleged  to  have  been  removed  from  the  fore- 
shore at  Shoebury,  and  for  damages.  The  plaintifi's 
counsel  sought  to  prove  by  ancient  records  that  the 
Manor  of  South  Shoebury  formed  part  of  the  Honour 
of  Rayleigh,  the  manor  extending  to  the  shore  and 
embracing  the  rights  of  fishery,  etc.  He  contended 
that  evidence  stating  that  the  public  had  used  the 
foreshore  was  no  evidence  at  all  to  displace  the  right 
of  the  owner  to  the  foreshore  when  once  the  existence 
of  the  foreshore  rights  had  been  proved.  Miss  Knap- 
ping, the  lady  of  the  manor,  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  fishermen,  but  when  they  claimed  it  as  a 
right  her  property  became  in  jeopardy.  Several 
witnesses  showed  that  for  many  years  the  fishermen 
had  been  allowed  to  fish  at  Pig's  Bay  and  to  take  the 
winkles.  Ultimately  it  was  decided  that  the  winklers 
had  no  such  right  as  they  asserted,  and  judgment  was 
given  for  the  plaintiff  for  £1. 


These  are  from  the  Dog  World  :  "  In  a  well-known 
street  in  London  a  beggar  was  often  seen  plodding 
about  with  a  small  dog.  The  dog  was  held  by  a  piece 
of  chain,  and  had  round  his  neck  a  placard  with 

'Pity  the  Blind'  in  large  red  letters.    Mr.  T.  , 

passing  one  day,  dropped  a  sixpence  into  the  man's 
outstretched  hand.  '  Halloa  I '  he  cried  as  he  was 
turning  away,  '  was  that  a  half-sovereign  I  gave  you  ?  ' 
•No,  sir— no,'  answered  the  beggar;  only  sixpence.' 

So,'  said  Mr.  T  ,  '  you  are  not  blind,  after  all  ? ' 

Bless  you,  sir,  no  I '  he  replied.  '  You  see,  the  placard 
refers  to  the  dog.    He's  blind,  not  I.'  " 


"  It  has  become  rather  common  for  dog  lovers  in 
America  to  give  their  pets  a  funeral,  even  going  so  far 
as  to  encase  the  bodies  in  silk-lined  coffins.  But  it 
has  remained  for  Mrs.  S.  E.  Bowser,  of  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  to  go  to  the  extent  of  a  musical  funeral. 
Jennie,  a  pug,  lay  in  state  all  one  day  in  Mrs.  Bowser's 
parlour,  and  was  viewed  by  hundreds  of  school  children. 
The  body  was  placed  in  a  black-covered  coffin,  lined 
with  pink  satin,  and  had  a  huge  bow  of  white 
ribbon  about  its  neck.  Sacred  music  was  played  on 
the  organ  and  several  hymns  were  sung  by  the 
children.  Jennie  will  have  a  tombstone."  [She  had 
it.  But  when  some  of  the  children  made  a  hurried 
departure,  one  was  heard  to  remark  very  quietly, 
"  I'm  gangin'  awa',  Jennie."    And  she  "ganged."] 


A  FRIEND  writes.:  "  Dear^Drag.— I  am  in  a  difficulty. 
Can  you  kindly  answer  this  question  for  me  ?  If  an 
'  irresistible  force  '  collided  with  an  '  immovable  object,' 
what  would  be  the  result  ? "  [I  haven't  answered 
his  letter  yet,  but  must  think  it  over.] 


The  Mick  says  that  "every  time  he  takes  the 
'  childthren  '  out  for  a  '  wark '  he  always  gives  them 
a  ride  on  a  tramcar."  Dragnet. 
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Provineial  flugllfig  flotes 

vmst  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  held  a  special  smoking 
concert  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  the  Crown  Hotel, 
Snow-hill,  in  aid  of  the  funds  connected  with  the  pur- 
chasing of  their  silver  challenge  cup.    The  concert 
was  well  attended  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  T. 
Coles  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller.    The  talent  was  all  that 
could  be  desired,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
spent,  and  from  what  I  can  hear  the  club  will  be 
benefited  to  the  extent  of  over  £1 ;  this  added  to  the 
amount  obtained  from  the  last  concert  will  enable 
the  club  to  purchase  a  cup  second  to  none  in  the 
city.    Mr.  J.  A.  Dance,  the  respected  secretary  of  the 
society,  was  unable  to  be  present  owing  to  his  severe 
illness,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  compels  him  to  keep 
to  his  bed,  and  the  doctors  say  that  it  will  be  Christ- 
mas before  he  will  be  able  to  get  about  again.  The 
Handsworth  A. B.C.  Club  have  done  well  to  remove  to 
the  Frighted  Horse  Hotel.    They  will  meet  with  every 
attention  from  Mr.  George  Green,  and  next  year  the 
club  will  be  one  of  the  best  conducted  clubs  in  the 
city.    A  large  influx  of  the  members  will  go  in  for 
the  club  privileges,  and  if  water  can  be  obtained 
the  club  is  willing  to  expend  £30  in  this  direction. 
The  Vine  Unity  Club  has  not  made  many  members  of 
late,  but  they  have  retained  the  best  of  their  old 
members  who  will  in  the  future  do  what  they  can  to 
bring  the  society  to  the  front  again.     The  Tenby 
Society  have  had  a  change  in  their  management  so  far 
as  the  host  is  concerned,  but  the  club  will  continue  to 
prosper,  as  Messrs.  Cottrell  and  Wainwright  will  have 
the  management  for  some  little  time  to  come.  The 
Junction  Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on  Nov.  19, 
when  the  whole  of  the  members  were  present  and  a 
large  gathering  of  friends  ;  the  afJair  was  a  great  success 
and  every  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  all  who  had 
the  pleasure  of  being  present.    We  have  had  cold  and 
foggy  weather,  but  the  fish  have  been  feeding  freely  on 
the  Severn.   The  river  has  had  a  rise  and  the  water  at 
the  present  time  is  in  the  best  of  condition ;  some  fine 
catches  have  been  had  at  Kemsey ;  the  Avon  has  also 
benefited  by  the  recent  rains,  the  pike  have  been  going 
well  at  the  live  bait,  and  in  the  canals  the  spoon  bait 
has  been  the  means  of  taking  a  large  number  of  small 
pike 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  heavy  rains  which  fell  last  week  have  brought 
about  a  marked  improvement  in  the  conditions  for  roach 
fishing.  This  branch  of  sport  had  suffered  considerably 
during  the  past  few  weeks  for  want  of  a  rise,  and  very 
little  had  been  done  in  consequence.  Already  the  fish 
are  showing  greater  activity,  and  an  increased  number 
of  rods  have  been  at  work  since  the  downfall.  Coloured 
paste  just  now  is  proving  the  most  alluring  bait,  and 
the  best  bags,  both  on  the  Witham  and  its  tributaries, 
have  been  killed  by  its  use.  By  far  the  greater 
proportion  of  anglers  in  the  Fen  district,  however,  are 
now  busy  after  the  pike,  which  are  plentiful  in  most 
waters,  and  run  to  a  large  size.  The  Kirkstead 
Tattershall,  Langrick,  and  Dogdyke  lengths  of  the 
Witham  have  been  extensively  patronised  by  the 
trolling  rod,  and  those  who  have  had  a  good  stock  of 
live  bait  have  had  a  successful  time,  although  very 
few  of  the  fish  have  weighed  over  71b.  The  best 
resort  for  pike  fishing  on  the  Forty-Foot  just  now  is 
the  length  between  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge. 
Welland  anglers  are  also  doing  well  amongst  the  pike 
at  Deeping. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Annual  soirdes  and  balls  are  now  very  popular 
amongst  the  angling  societies  of  Hull,  and  during  the 
week  two  will  take  place— the  George  and  Dragon 
Society's  at  the  St.  George's  Hall,  and  the  Hull  Town 
Association's  at  the  Central  Hall,  whilst  the  North 
Myton  Association  will  hold  one  at  the  same  hall  on 
Dec.  6.  The  recent  heavy  rains  have  greatly  improved 
conditions  for  anglers  in  most  of  our  local  waters. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  (Nov.  18  and  19)  a  few  nice 
fish  were  taken  above  Hempholme.  The  tidal  waters 
at  Hull  Bridge,  Figham,  and  Wawne  are'  in  very  fair 
condition  and  of  a  good  colour.  The  Market  Weighton 
Canal  is  also  in  nice  order  above  Sodhouse  Lock 
and  should  pay  for  a  visit  if  the  weather  proves  favour- 
able during  the  coming  week.— The  Hull  Corporation 
Employees'  Angling  Club  vsill  hold  their  annual  dinner 
and  prize  presentation  on  Dec.  6  at  the  Holderness 
New  Inn,  at  Witham. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Several  rods  from  this  county  have  enjoyed  the  good 
sport  m  the  Tweed  and  other  late  rivers  for  salmon,  but 
their  modesty  keeps  names  out  of  prints  Several  fish  in 
the  teens  of  pounds,  however,  have  crossed  the  Border 
and  reached  the  County  Palatine,  eventually  ^racinc 
various  festive  boards.   The  last  report  frojii  our  popu° 


lar;re8ort,  the  Bollin,  is  not  cheerful.  It  says :  "  Weather 
simply  wretched.  Fishing  out  of  the  question.  No  rods 
out."  Mr.  H.  Hudson,  the  well-known  reel-maker  of 
Oldham,  returns  from  a  visit  to  the  Upper  Annan  with 
a  nice  pike  of  201b.,  which  is  to  be  preserved  by 
mounting.  Warrington,  in  common  with  other 
towns,  is  suffering  by  the  unsuitable  weather  for 
angling.  Still,  however,  they  are  doing  a  lot  of 
useful  work  which  is  often  left  to  a  convenient 
season — for  example,  the  closing  of  accounts  and 
preparing  for  audit,  etc.,  in  anticipation  of  the 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  early  in  January  next. 
In  contrast  to  this  state  of  things,  Liverpool  like  Mark 
Taply  comes  out  strong  and  with  the  utmost  indiffer- 
ence to  climatic  conditions  ;  in  the  comforts  of  the 
club  room  quietly  arrange  excursions  and  then  as 
quietly  and  courageously  braving  the  elements  enjoy 
them.  Spawning  prospects  are  good,  and  already  reports 
speak  of  a  successful  harvest  of  ova.  Our  rivers  con- 
tinue in  anything  but  a  suitable  condition  for  fishing, 
and  consequently  not  attracting  any  amount  of  patron- 
age. A  few  pike  and  other  coarse  fish  in  slack  waters 
are  mentioned. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Angling  in  this  city  has  suffered  considerably  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather.  It  is  no  wonder  that  the 
comforts  of  the  club  room  are  preferred  to  the  rigours 
of  out-door  life.  The  last  report  of  the  County 
Palatine  Anglers'  Association  shows  great  progress 
as  a  whole.  Generally  the  officers  and  committee 
appear  to  have  been  appreciated,  as  they  were  re- 
elected. One  ardent  and  staunch  worker,  Mr.  M.  A. 
Atherton,  does  not  appear  to  have  the  knack  of  parad- 
ing his  abilities,  or  certainly  he  would  have  been 
elected  vice-president.  His  yeoman  services  to  the 
association  have  evidently  not  been  appreciated  at 
their  proper  value ;  such  want  of  appreciation  will  mili- 
tate against  the  aspirations  of  others.  This  city  has 
long  had  an  unenviable  notorieiy  for  ingratitude,  and 
it  seems  that  the  snubbing  of  hard  workers  is  to  continue. 
The  Eoyals,  Pendleton,  have  just  celebrated  their 
18th  anniversary  in  a  manner  in  keeping  with  previous 
events  for  completeness.  Not  much  news  is  to  hand 
of  the  progress  made  by  the  Wellington  and  other 
clubs  recently  added  to  the  list  of  our  city  clubs.  The 
feasting  season  is  early  with  us  this  year,  and  no 
doubt  the  annual  dinners,  etc.,  will  be  negotiated 
much  earlier  than  usual,  so  as  to  leave  mid-winter 
free  for  other  pursuits. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  heavy  volume  of  water  on  the  Trent  mentioned 
last  week  ran  off  in  a  couple  of  days.  Angling  was 
just  possible  on  Saturday,  and  several  gentlernen  visited 
Kelham  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  pike  a  trial  with 
the  live  bait.  They  fared,  however,  very  badly,  though 
one  oj  the  number  (Mr.  J.  H.  Baker)  secured  some 
very  fine  chub  with  pith,  used  in  tight  floating  style 
on  the  edge  of  the  streams.  On  Thursday,  in  Trent 
Lake,  Mr.  A.  W.  Shelton  caught  a  rare  lot  of  perch 
and  one  chub  of  31b.  13oz.  with  the  tail  end  of  the 
Job-worm.  He  hooked  the  fellow  fish,  but  lost  it 
through  the  hook  drawing.  The  one  taken  is  being  set 
up  by  Mr.  Eose,  naturalist.  Mount-street,  in  the  city. 
On  Nov.  17,  twenty-seven  members  of  the  City  Severn 
Stars  Society  engaged  in  their  half-yearly  match  on 
the  river  between  Hoveringham  and  Hazleford.  Only 
three  of  the  many  valuable  prizes  offered  for  com- 
petition were  won,  the  fish  being  off  the  feed 
On  Tuesday,  Nov.  18,  Mr.  H.  Ridgard  ran  and  landed  a 
brace  of  pike  above  Kelham-road  Bridge,  and  a  variety 
of  chub  was  bagged  by  another  member  of  the  club. 
Shardlow  and  Cavendish  Bridge  have  been  neglected, 
and  at  the  period  of  writing  the  outlook  was  none  too 
bright,  for  the  Trent  was  rising  rapidly  with  a  heavy 
volume  of  colour  in  the  water. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rise  on  the  rivers  caused  by  the  great 
downfall  of  rain  last  week  has  passed  off,  carrying 
away  the  fallen  leaves  and  filth  from  the  bed  of  the 
streams,  and  they  are  now  in  first-class  order  for 
angling.  Only  a  limited  number  of  rods  have  been 
out  owing  to  the  wind,  which  has  been  blowing  quite  a 
gale  the  last  two  days  and  made  angling  anything  but 
pleasant.  On  Monday  (Nov.  18)  some  capital  creels 
of  roach  were  caught,  with  the  maggot  as  bait,  up  to 
101b.  weight.  Chub  fishing  was  very  poor  indeed,  but 
on  the  Teme  a  nice  lot  of  grayling  and  dace  were 
taken,  the  maggot  being  the  bait;  the  wind  quite 
too  high  for  fly-fishing.  Pike  have  been  moving 
well,  and  the  few  that  have  been  after  them  caught 
some  very  good-sized  fish.  Messrs.  Williams,  Rodgers 
Smith,  Tyler,  and  Thompson  had  several  in  the 
Severn  between  Worcester  and  Holt.  Messrs.  Wing- 
field  and  Day  three  fine  fish,  each  in  private  water ; 
Lewis,  Hill,  and  Jones  six  fine  fish  in  the  Avon  near 
Fladbucy,  heaviest  13 Jib.,  these  were  taken  with  live 
baits.  The  Arboretum  Inn  Angling  Club  had  their  prize 
distribution  at  a  smoking  concert  on  Thursday  (Nov.  11) , 
Mr.  Hughes  occupying  the  chair.  At  their  first  contest  at 
Kempsey,  Mr,  J.  Cole  was  first,  Mr.  S,  Smith  second. 


Mr.  J .  Shirton  third,  Mr.  E  Allen  fourth.  Second  con- 
test at  Defford— Mr.  T.  Poitens  first,  Mr.  S.  Smith 
second,  Mr.  J.  Shirton  third.  Third  contest-Mr.  S. 
Hooper  first.  Fourth  contest— Mr.  J.  Shirton  first, 
Mr.  E.  Elt  second.  Mr.  E.  Whiting,  the  secretary, 
road  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the  club  to  be  in 
a  flourishing  condition  with  a  good  balance  in  hand. 
A  capital  programme  of  songs  and  recitations  were 
well  rendered,  the  brothers  Price  cleverly  accompany- 
ing on  their  banjoes. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Before  the  rains  descended  and  the  floods  came  in 
the  middle  of  last  week,  although  most  of  the  rivers 
were  running  low  and  clear,  fairly  satisfactory  sport 
was  obtained  by  at  least  a  few  rodmen.  Some  excellent 
catches  of  grayling  have  been  made  in  the  Swale  and 
Bedale  Beck,  and  in  the  latter  baskets  of  roach  and 
dace  have  also  been  secured.  The  Upper  Derwent 
and  the  Lower  Rye,  too,  have  yielded  decent 
bags  of  roach,  whilst  Mr.  B.  Duce,  of  York, 
captured  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Derwent,  below' 
Sutton  Dam,  a  pike  which  weighed  over  171b.  The 
rainfall  has  cleaned  out  the  rivers,  and  good  angling 
may  be  looked  for  when  they  assume  their  winter 
level.  In  November  weather  the  success  of  coarse 
fishing  is  largely  dependent  on  the  condition  of  the 
rivers,  and  it  is  conceivable  that  the  fog  month 
may  really  yield  delightful  sport  to  the  angler.  Such, 
however,  appears  to  have  been  the  experience  of 
Waltonians  who  have  tried  the  waters  in  times  of 
flood  and  in  other  circumstances.  For  the  rank  and 
file  of  anglers,  however,  the  varying  atmospheric  con- 
ditions are  not  at  present  conducive  to  success.  Early 
this  week  a  strong  gale  swept  over  Richmond  and  the 
Dales,  and  the  Swale  was  much  swollen  owing  to  the 
rain  and  to  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  hills,  by 
which  at  the  end  of  last  week  many  sheep  were 
smothered,  large  forest  trees  uprooted,  and  much 
damage  done  to  house  property. 


REDDITCH  ANGLING  CLUB. 

The  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  held  on  Monday  evening  (Nov. 
11)  was  an  unqualified  success,  as  it  deserved^to  he. 
The  club  has  almost  a  unique  record  among  Redditch 
institutions.    It  is  now  quite  a  quarter  of  a  century 
old,  and  never  was  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 
than  it  is  now.    That  it  fills  a  real  need  in  the  district 
there  can  be  no  question,  but  it  is  almost  beyond 
question  that  it  has  been  fortunate  in  the  choice  of  its 
officers,  has  always  appointed  its  committee  from  the 
point  of  view  of  usefulness  and  not  ornament,  and 
that  the  members  have  always  loyally  supported  their 
officers.    Its  history  is  one  long  record  of  gradual  but 
sure  progress.  To-day  it  is,  numerically  and  financially, 
stronger  and  sounder  than  it  ever  was  in  its  historj-'. 
It  has  three  nice  stretches  of  water,  has  a  good  president, 
a  capable  executive,  and  a  substantial  balance  at  the 
bank,  and  altogether  its  prospects  are  rosy.  Mr. 
Allcock,  the  president,  is  an  ideal  chairman  for  such 
a  gathering.    He  knows  the  town,  he  knows  the  club 
and  its  members,  he  is  himself  an  angler,  and  what 
he  does  not  know  about  the  fishing-tackle  industrj'  is 
scarcely  worth  the  while  of  anybody  on  this  planet 
trying  to  find  out.    Moreover,  he  is  commendably  brief 
in  his  speeches,  which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  reasons  whv 
members  are  always  glad  to  have  him  presiding  at 
their  annual  dinners  and  meetings.    Nearly  seventy 
sat  down  to  the  dinner,  nicely  served  and  substantial, 
and  except  that  one  or  two  of  the  speeches  were  rather- 
lengthy  there  was  not  a  dull  moment  from  start  to 
finish.    The  thunders  of  applause  which  greeted  the 
toast  of  the  president's  health,  proposed  in  such 
movingly  eloquent  terms  by  Mr.  T.  Guise,  and  the 
whole-hearted  way  in  which  the  toast  was  drunk, 
proved  how  highly  the  president  is  esteemed  by  the 
whole  of  the  club.    In  proposing  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  Success  to  the  Club,"  Mr.  Allcock  expressed 
a  little  surprise  that  ladies  did  not  take  more  generally 
to  angling.    I  have  often  felt  a  little  wonderment  on 
the  same  score,  for  ladies  are  proverbially  more  patient 
than  the  sterner  sex,  and  angling  requires  some 
patience,  at  any  rate  it  has  required  some  of  that  rare 
quality  in  the  past  season  among  those  who  have  done 
much  roach  fishing  in  the  Avon.  Mr.  A.  Willis  thought 
there  were  objections,  and  it  is  possible  there  may  be 
some  who  agree  with  Mr.  Willis.    In  a  letter  regretting 
inability  to  attend  the  dinner  through  indisposition, 
Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Bartleet  suggested  that  the  club  held  a 
fly  and  bait  casting  contest  annually.    In  his  annual 
report  the  secretary  referred  to  a  suggestion  by  the 
committee  that  a  match  should  be  fished  annually  in 
aid  of  the  Smallwood  Hospital  and  the  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation.   Mr.  W.  H.  Malins,  the  club  treasurer"  made 
the  very  sensible  suggestion,  why  not  combine  the  two 
in  aid  of  the  local  charitable  institutions  ?    The  club 
has  all  the  water  it  requires,  and  it  is  time  the  mem- 
bers turned  their  attention  to  matters  rather  more 
serious  but  quite  as  important  and  useful.—"  Avokiai"" 
n  the  Bedditch  Indicator. 
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FOR  SALE. 


THOUSANDS 


of  Blocks  of  Illustrations 
of  Fish  and  Fishing. 


All  who  require  Illustrations  of  Fish  and 
Fishing  Scenes  for  Books,  Pamphlets,  Trade 
Catalogues,  Menus  for  Club  Dinners,  and  Reports, 
&c.,  should  write  to  the  MANAGER  of  the 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  stating  nature  of  subject  required. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET 

82  FAOES  OF  LETTEBPBESS  AND  PICTUBES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  S^d. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  oonoise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  P.C.Q.,"  In  every  issue. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  featorea, 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 

abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  following  British  and  Foreign  Fish; 

Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling-,  Pike,  Perch,  Reach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carpi 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

H.B.- ABOUT  I.OCO  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TEKCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOMAS  FORID, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZEHE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing;  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


DON'T  COUGH  USE 
KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUGH. 


Any  Doctor  will  teli,  vou.  "there 
Is  no  better  Coufjh  Medicine.  —One  fiives 
relief:  it  you  suffer  from  cough  try  them 
but  once;  they  uill  cure,  and  they  vill 
not  injure  your  health;  an  Increasing 
sale  of  over  80  year?  is  a  certain  test  of 
their  value.   Sold  in  13^d.  tins. 


"A  thoroue:hly  good  Sporting  Paper."— Bbistol  Times. 

"LAND  ANDWATER" 

FRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thorougWy  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
ettort  nor  ejcpense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
^porting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
and  so  on'  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting, 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says :— ' '  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary,  Land  and  Water. 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com* 
prehensivenesg.    Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for.'' 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

6,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


Captain  Winc4  presided  over  a  large  attendance  at 
the  monthly  meeting  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  15, 
when  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Ex- 
periences of  a  Roach  Angler."  At  the  outset  Mr. 
Hawkins  said  he  should  confine  his  remarks  solely  to 
bottom  fishing,  this  being  his  favouiite  sport,  and  he 
wished  to  deal  with  the  subject  just  as  he  had  found 
it.  He  dealt  first  ■with  baits,  and  stated  that  he 
always  found  natural  baits  most  effective — that  is, 
such  food  as  the  fish  would  feed  upon  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  its  life  ;  wasp  grub  was  a  bait  he  had  used 
with  great  advantage.  Ground-bait  was  necessary  to 
draw  fish  into  the  swim.  The  gear  he  preferred  was  a 
long  pole  of  eighteen  to  twenty-two  feet  with  a  butt 
which  was  easily  detachable,  a  tight  line  with  not 
more  than  fifteen  inches  between  the  float  and  tip  of 
rod ;  this  suited  him  best  both  from  the  bank  or  from 
a  punt,  unless  fishing  in  a  fast-running  stream,  when 
more  lengths  of  line  and  a  winch  are  a  sine,  cptd  non. 
In  still  weather  a  quill  float  just  large  enough  to 
carry  a  couple  of  small  shot,  and  for  rougher  weather 
a  swan's  quill  well  weighted.  The  angler  should  keep 
himself  out  of  sight  if  possible,  and  he  careful  to  make 
no  more  commotion  in  the  water  with  his  line  than 
necessary.  Watch  the  float  carefully  for  its  "  lan- 
guage." Large  fish  often  took  the  bait  with  only  the 
slightest  movement  of  the  float ;  but  experience  alone 
enabled  one  to  tell  whether  the  movement  was  due  to 
current,  weeds,  or  a  bite.  Now,  when  to  strike  ?  He 
believed  in  doing  so  immediately  a  bite  was  felt.  Mr. 
Hawkins  spoke  of  manj-  pleasant  experiences  he  had 
had  on  the  banks  of  the  lovely  Arun,  a  river  which 
was  similar  in  some  respects  to  the  Waveney,  and 
going  on  to  describe  the  delights  which  only  an  angler 
or  possibly  an  artist  can  revel  in,  he  drew  a  graphic 
word-picture  of  the  patient  angler  plying  his  craft  on 
a  quiet  summer  evening,  when  nature  in  her  best 
mood  made  the  surroundings  almost  a  paradise. 

Several  members  took  part  in  the  discussion  which 
followed,  many  referring  to  the  excellent  series  of 
articles  which  have  recently  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  Mr.  Stewart  warihly  defended  the  Notting- 
ham style  of  angling,  while  Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  was 
loud  in  his  praises  of  float-ledgering,  the  method  h6 
has  used  with  th6  gr'eittcSf  success. 


A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Hawkins  for  his  very  interesting  and  instructive 
paper.  During  the  evening  Mr.  Hudson  produced 
set  up  specimens  of  roach  and  rudd,  and  lucidly 
pointed  out  the  characteristics  of  each  fish— the  only 
infallible  means  of  distinguishing  which  is  which 
being  by  the  throat  teeth  (of  which  he  showed  several 
specimens),  those  of  the  roach  being  smooth  and  even 
whilst  those  of  the  rudd  are  serrated.  The  heartiest 
congratulations  of  the  society  were  accorded  to  Mr. 
A.  C.  Churchman,  one  of  its  members,  on  his  election 
to  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  ancient  borough  of 
Ipswich.  H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


EPSOM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


A  MOST  enjoyable  and  well-attended  meeting  of 
members  and  friends  of  this  old-established  club  took 
place  at  their  new  headquarters,  the  Spread  Eagle 
Hotel,  High-street,  Epsom,  on  Tuesday  evening  last 
(Nov.  19).  Mr.  P.  W.  Coles,  the  president,  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Messrs.  M.  Turner,  S.  Tryon, 
J.  A.  Bucknill,  E.  B.  Fay,  C.  C,  F.  A.  Chandler, 
C.  Williams,  W.  Wilthshire,  H.  Busbridge,  C.  Hope, 
R.  Nightingale,  C.  Tanton,  C.  J.  Clark,  and  J.  Wyeth. 
The  chairman  briefly  introduced  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen 
("  Old  Izaak ")  to  give  his  lantern  lecture,  entitled 
"  From  Liverpool-street  to  Lowestoft."  The  ground 
covered  made  it  impossible  to  give  lengthy  details,  but 
the  descriptive  notes  by  the  way  and  the  excellent 
dissolving  views  given  in  illustration— dealing  first 
with  several  scenes  in  Old  London  in  the  time  of  Izaak 
Walton,  and  tracing  some  of  his  journeys  to  the  river 
Lea,  and  some  of  the  stretches  that  he  probably  fished 
at  Tottenham,  Waltham  Abbey,  Broxbourne,  and  Ware, 
then  on  to  Harlow  and  Bishop  Stortford,  passing  to 
Colchester,  Neylands,  and  Dedham,  made  famous  by 
Constable ;  fishing  at  St.  Ives,  with  portraits  of 
Mr.  Dendy  Sadler  and  Mr.  CoUinson ;  Ely,  Norwich, 
and  Yarmouth,  with  their  various  places  of  interest, 
all  came  under  notice,  and  some  of  the  fish  tales  of 
Barton,  Stalham,  Hickling,  and  various  Broads, 
coupled  with  boating,  sailing,  and  other  pleasures, 
made  anglers  wish  the  holiday  season  was  on  at  the 
present  time.  After  touching  Cromer,  Aldeburgh,  and 
Lowestoft,  final!ylr'e!iched  Liv'crpool-fetrect,  which  the 


lecturer  in  conclusion  stated  was  the  largest  terminus 
in  London,  and  probably  more  trains  were  despatched 
in  the  twenty-four  hours  than  from  any  other  one  in 
the  world,  with  surprising  punctuality,  for  which  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  were  noted.  Mr.  Tryon  moved 
and  Mr.  -J.  A.  Bucknill  seconded  a  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  his  able  and  enjoyable 
lecture.  The  collecting  box  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  was  passed  round,  and  on  opening 
£2  lOs.  was  found  therein.  Mr.  H.  Skelton,  the 
hon.  sec,  had  charge  of  the  musical  programme,'  and 
the  arrangements  generally  were  very  satisfactory. 


BAILY'S  HUNTING  DIRECTORY. 


The  first  issue  of  this  work  was  described  by  a  high 
authority  as  "  a  sort  of  Poxhunters'  Bible."  All  the 
annual  issues  subsequent  to  the  first  have  contained 
particulars  of  the  harrier  and  staghound  packs  in  the 
United  Kingdom ;  so  the  work  now  appeals  to  every 
hunting  man,  not  excluding  him  who  follows  the  drag. 
Each  edition  has  contained  some  new  feature  which 
distinguishes  it  from  its  predecessor.  In  the  new  issue 
we  find  full  particulars  of  the  winners  at  foxhound 
puppy  shows,  with  date  of  each  show,  an  important 
detail ;  particulars  of  the  season's  entry,  and  the  names 
and  addresses  of  the  walkers  of  the  successful  puppies. 
This  is  an  excellent  addition  to  the  "  Directory."  It 
has  been  made  in  response  to  requests  by  Masters  of 
Hounds,  who  owe  so  much  to  those  supporters  who 
undertake  to  walk  puppies,  and  while  the  work  of  these 
is  thus  acknowledged,  the  new  appendix  forms  a  very 
useful  record  for  the  hound  man.  Captain  Cyril  Stacey, 
late  Master  of  the  North  Cotswold,  leads  the  way  in  the 
literary  section  with  a  most  readable  article  on  "  Hand- 
ling the  Young  Entry."  Mr.  W.  C.  A.  Blew  contributes 
a  very  instructive  paper  on  "  Sales  of  Hounds  during 
the  19th  Century" ;  and  an  authentic  account  of  the 
famous  Pytchley  "  Waterloo  Run  "  (with  map)  is  more 
than  welcome.  The  report  of  the  proceedings  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Masters  of  Foxhounds'  Association 
also  finds  place  among  the  articles.  There  are  two 
significant  points  to  be  noted  in  connection  with  the 
issue  of  "  Baily's  Hunting  Directory  "—one,  which 
relates  to  sport,  is  that  the  usual  "  Summary  "  shows 
a  net  increase  of  two  in  the  total  number  of  hunt's  ih 
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the  kingdom,  though  several  packs  are  noted  as  "  given 
up  '' ;  and  the  other,  which  bears  witness  to  the  appre- 
ciation in  which  the  work  is  held,  is  the  very  small 
number  of  hunts  for  which  the  editors  have  not  received 
corrections.  Unless  we  are  mistaken,  only  seven  out 
of  375  hunts  have  failed  to  send  in  corrections  for  the 
new  edition. 


^^ole^  from  l^c  Wovll^, 


The  spawning  season  received  a  slight  check  with 
last  week's  storm.  In  some  places  as  many  as  twenty 
degrees  of  frost  was  experienced,  while  over  a  foot  of 
snow  lay  on  the  ground  on  Friday  morning  (Nov.  15). 


The  new  Skibo  hatchery, has  just  been  stocked  with 
140,000  salmon  ova  for  Mr.  Carnegie's  salmon  streams. 
A  large  consignment  of  trout  ova  will  also  be  placed 
in  the  hatchery,  and  these  will  be  taken  from  his  own 
ponds.   


Mr.  Wm.  Duncan,  Inspector,  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  filling  the  boxes  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland 
Board  this  season,  and  found  no  difficulty,  bar  some 
wet  weather,  in  securing  the  fall  complement  required. 


An  eel  eighteen  inches  long  was  found  in  a  water 
pipe  in  a  pub.  in  Aberdeen.  The  pipe  was  a  half-inch 
one,  and  the  eel  got  jammed  at  a  joint.  More  than 
eels  sometimes  get  jammed  in  the  pubs. 


The  charming  Deveronside  estate  of  Inverichnie,  once 
the  Duke  of  Fife's,  has  been  acquired  by  Mr.  E.  B. 
Thomson,  a  keen  sportsman  and  enthusiastic  angler. 


The  Don  fishery  case  was  again  up  before  the  Court 
of  Session  last  week,  when  the  leading  counsel  for  the 
defence  concluded  his  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
mills.  Mr.  Campbell,  for  the  Earl  of  Kintore  and 
riparian  proprieters,  replied.  His  lordship  will  give 
judgment  later  on. 


The  Don  watchers,  or  water  bailiffs,  have  been  busy 
ever  since  the  season  closed  assisting  from  time  to 
time  gravid  fish  over  the  numerous  dykes.  Seldom 
has  the  Don,  bad  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  been  so 
low  as  during  the  present  back-end. 


The  trawler  Loch  Ryan  has  been  chartered  by 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  for  experimental  scientific 
purposes,  and  has  been  working  inshore  in  the  Aber- 
deen Bay  and  the  Moray  Firth.  The  result  of  the 
investigations  goes  to  show  that  the  three-mile  limit, 
at  least,  is  a  necessity.  So  much  the  better  for  our 
salmon  and  sea-trout  supply. 


Many  years  ago  in  these  columns  I  gave  the  results 
'of  my  own  and  others  observations,  on  the  Aberdeen- 
fchire  Dee,  as  to  the  average  rate  at  which  fish  swim  in 
that  river,  the  estimate  being  two  miles  an  hour. 
Much,  however,  depends  on  the  temperature  of  the 
water. 


Among  those  who  helped  me  with  the  observations 
at  the  time  may  be  mentioned  Admiral  Sir  Arthur 
Farquhar,  Sir  William  CunlifE  Brooks,  Mr.  Hugh 
McDonald,  Mr.  Frank  Harper,  "  The  Baron,"  Mr. 
William  Blacklaws,  Mr.  Cruickshank  (late),  Fishery 
Inspector  Mr.  Duncan  (present).  Fishery  Inspector 
Charlie  Gill,  John  Mortimer,  and  George  Blacklaws. 


Of  these  not  a  few  have  reeled  in  their  last  cast  and 
crossed  the  bar,  but  the  younger  members  and  old  Sir 
Arthur  is  still  with  us,  though  now  in  his  eighty-fifth 
year.   

Mr.  Grace,  who  had  Pinzean  House  and  shooting 
from  Dr.  Farquharson,  M.P.,  last  autumn,  has  taken 
the  Commonty  and  Carlogie  Waters  on  the  Dee  for 
the  spring  months,  and  is  busily  arranging  quarters  at 
the  snug  little  inn  at  Potarch. 


Lord  Garrioch  comes  to  Borrowstone,  Mr.  Deverell 
to  Dess,  and  many  old  hands  to  their  old  beats  on  the 
Dee  for  the  coming  spring. 


If  the  autumn  fishing  was  a  record  failure  the 
shooting  season  has  fully  made  up  for  it.  Last  year 
the  bags  were  record  ones,  this  year  they  are  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  better,  and  gunners  are  still 
staying  on  to  enjoy  the  fun. 


A  snow-storm  before  Christmas,  old  keepers  declare, 
is  worth  two  after  it,  and  from  all  appearances  there 
is  plenty  of  time  for  a  few  this  year.  Already  there  is 
%  foot  of  snow  on  the  Speyside  hills  and  the  Grampians 
generally.    Better  now  than  in  March. 

Special  Scotch. 


Corresponbence* 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  respmsible  for  the  opiniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


PUBLIC  RIGHTS  IN  NAVIGABLE  RIVERS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  only  to-day  seen  "  H.  G.  G.'s  " 
letter  on  this  subject  in  the  Fisliiwj  Gazette  ot  Nov.  9, 
and  hence  my  delay  in  replying. 

I  regret  to  see  that  "  H.  G.  G."  is  still  under  the 
impression  that  Mr.  Dove's  pamphlet  and  the  Fishing 
in  Rivers  Bill  had  anything  material  to  do  with 
fishery  rights  in  rivers  which  were  not  navigable. 
"  H.  G.  G.  "  is  clearly  not  versed  in  legal  matters,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  little  use  discussing  the  subject  further 
with  him.  I  should  like  to  ask,  however,  whether  he 
really  is  justified  in  assuming  in  the  Andrews'  case 
that  "  An  impecunious  man  is  endeavouring  to  snatch 
lights  from  the  true  owner."  That  surely  is  begging 
the  whole  question. 

I  gather  that  "H.  G.  G."  holds  the  view  that  any 
rich  man  who  chooses  to  say  "  this  piece  of  land,  this 
fishery,  or  this  other  right  connected  with  this  land  is 
mine,"  must  not  have  his  title  questioned  by  anybody 
except  another  rich  man  who  may  be  able  to  pay  costs 
of  the  action. 

I  can  assure  "  H.  G.  G.,"  and  also  the  writer  who 
signs  his  letter  "  Not  a  Riparian  Owner,"  that  there  is 
far  greater  injustice  to  the  public  in  the  matter  of  land 
than  there  is  to  the  landowner.  The  latter  may  suffer 
nuisances  from  trespassers  and  poachers,  and  like  an- 
noyances, but  the  public  sufiers  almost  every  day  in  the 
year  frorn  constant  fiJchings  of  land  and  rights  con- 
nected with  land  by  private  persons,  to  say  nothing  of 
corporations  such  as  railway  companies.  It  is  an 
amazing  fact  that  the  Commons  Preservation  Society 
saves  some  thousands  of  acres  of  land  to  the  public 
every  j-ear,  and,  I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying,  hold 
records  of  many  hundreds  of  cases  in  which'  footpaths 
and  rights  of  way  are  illegally  stopped.  Local  authori- 
ties will  not,  as  a  rule,  defend  public  rights  for  fear 
of  putting  heavy  legal  expenses  on  the  ratepayers.  Ad- 
joining landowners  and  other  rich  people  are  too  often 
the  friends  of  and  sympathisers  with  those  who  close 
footpaths,  seize  fishery  rights,  and  enclose  our  commons 
and  roadside  wastes.  Thus  unhappily  it  often  falls  to 
the  lot  of  the  impecunious  man  aided  by  public  sub- 
scription to  take  action  to  decide- whether  or  no  the 
landowner  is  within  his  rights  in  acting  as  he  has 
done,  and  very  often  it  has  been  proved  before  a  court 
of  law  that  he  was  not  within  his  rights.  It  is  an 
open  question  whether  the  Crown,  since  Magna  Charta, 
has  acted  legally  and  honestly  and  morally  in  granting 
away  these  fishery  rights  in  our  big  navigable  rivers  to 
Court  favourites  and  others,  and  it  is  no  attack  on 
the  rights  of  the  property  to  raise  a  question  concern- 
ing them.  There  should,  of  course,  be  equal  justice 
for  all  classes  of  the  community,  but,  unfortunately, 
those  who  usually  get  the  greatest  amount  of  justice 
have  the  longest  purse. — Yours  truly.  Lex. 


THE  PUBLIC  AND  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "Not  a  Riparian 
Owner  "  is  unfair  to  me.  I  made  it  perfectlv  clear  in 
my  first  letter  that  any  attack  on  the  rights  of  pro- 
perty would  not  have  the  slightest  countenance  from 
the  "Anglers'  Association."  In  my  first  letter  I 
made  it  clear,  I  think,  that  I  in  no  way  advocated 
anything  but  first  a  desire  to  see  what  our  legal 
position  was,  and  secondly,  if  it  were  found  that  Sir 
Roger  Palmer  or  any  other  riparian  owner  had  legal 
claims  to  fishery  rights,  they  should  be  respected.  I 
confess  in  his  case  I  doubted  his  possession  of  such 
rights,  in  which  opinion  I  may  have  been  mistaken. 
I  have  heard  a  history  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer's  title 
which  makes  me  think  that  under  any  circumstances 
his  predecessors  in  title  purchased  fishery  rights  ;  but 
it  is  a  question  wliether  the  vendor,  Charles  I.,  was 
not  acting  unconstitutionally  in  selling  them.  Any 
way,  the  "  Anglers'  Association "  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  case  is  too  risky  to  assist  with 
funds  in  contesting  it. 

We  propose  not  to  go  whining  to  Parliament  as 
"Not  a  Riparian  Owner"  says,  but  nevertheless  to 
approach  the  Legislature  with  a  view  of  acquiring  the 
rights  of  angling,  and  all  other  private  rights  that 
may  interfere  with  the  full  eujoyment  of  the  river 
by  the  public,  and  I  can  well  believe  that  many  anglers 
are  like  myself  in  advocating  this  in  national  and 
imperial  interests,  over  and  above  their  love  of  angling. 
We  take  land  for  a  railway  or  other  public  work  in 
the  public  interest,  duly  compensating  the  owners, 
and  I  contend  the  question  of  the  public  health  is  one 
of  vital  importance  to  the  very  existence  of  the  British 
Empire.  To  acquire  the  Thames  for  the  public  is  a 
step  to  maintaining  the  health  of  Londoners  or  other 
townsmen  who  may  use  it  for  angling  or  other  pur- 
poses. It  may  be  argued  that  the  Thames  is  open  for 
other  purposes  equally  as  health  giving  as  angling,  but 
I  want  to  take  every  man  in  his  humour,  and  to  make 
his  hobby  tend  towards  the  national  benefit. 
I  am  myself  a  possessor  of  a  small  amomit  of  property 


which  is  a  guarantee  against  me  advocating  a  policy  of 
confiscation,  but  such  property  as  I  possess  I  should 
be  willing  to  give  up  for  the  public  benefit  if  reasonably 
compensated.  It  is,  however,  always  my  desire  to 
interfere  with  the  rights  of  property  as  little  us  1  can, 
and  it  is  only  a  sense  of  the  overwhelming  necessity 
in  the  case  of  the, Thames  that  makes  me  such  a 
strenuous  advocate  in  this  case.  But  there  is  one 
thing  property  owners  and  their  friends  often  forget 
in  advocating  their  own  rights,  that  is  the  rights  of 
the  public.  I  want  to  be  fair  all  round,  and  that  is 
all  the  "Anglers'  Association"  desire. — Yours  truly, 
A.  J.  Marriott, 
Chairman  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 

THAMES  FISHING  DEFENCE. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  favour  the  Thames 
Fishing  Defence  Fund  Committee  by  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  a  cheque  for  a  guinea  from  Mr.  A. 
Hillam,  hon.  secretary  of  the  School  Board  Anglers  ? 
and  as  our  Press  cuttings  do  not  show  whether  my 
request  was  complied  with  at  the  time,  would  you 
also  kindly  let  it  be  known  that  on  Aug.  30  I  requested 
the  representatives  of  the  Press  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  a  postal  order  for  ten  shillings  from  a  kind 
contributor  to  our  treasury,  who,  in  his  or  her  be- 
coming modesty,  merely  subscribed  himself  or  herself 
"  H.  R.,"  and  gave  us  no  other  clue  to  his  or  her 
identity  ?— Yours  faithfullly, 

William  Meads 
(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Fishing  Defence  Fund  Committee) . 
60,  Great  Portland-street, 
Oxford-street,  W., 
Nov.  12. 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  think  your  correspondent,  Mr.  J.  P 
Wright,  only  bears  out  what  I  said  about  most  men 
going  to  convenient  and  well-known  places  to  fish.  I 
do  not  wish  any  reader  to  think  that  Cornwall  is  full 
of  large  trout  (I  wish  it  were),  but  I  wish  to  say  that 
we  have  something  better  than  sprats.  Neither  do  I 
wish  your  readers  to  expect  to  catch  two  or  three 
dozen  trout  over  Jib.  per  day,  for  if  he  gets  eight,  ten, 
or  a  dozen  over  that  weight  he  will  have  had  his  share, 
but  to  my  mind  that  is  better  sport  than  thirty  or 
forty  sprats. 

Now  Mr.  Wright  would  like  to  know  where  to  catah 
these  good  average  trout.  Not  in  the  Camel  or  Fowey. 
No.  I  should  put  the  average  trout  in  these  rivers  at 
something  under  3oz.,  after  having  given  them  both  a 
three  days'  trial,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  waste  my 
time  fishing  there  again,  but  seeing  that  Mr.  Wright 
has  travelled  with  his  rod  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other  I  wonder  if  he  has  tried  Dismang  Pool, 
Greenbank  Ponds,  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of 
the  De  Lank  River,  the  ponds  on  the  moors  near 
Roache,  or  the  ponds  at  Porkellis,  or  the  lower  reaches 
of  any  small  streams  as  they  near  the  sea.  These  are 
suggestions.  I  have  not  tried  them  all,  but  I  am  told 
and  believe  there  are  fine  trout  to  be  got  at  any  of 
these  places.  I  do  not  wish  to  publish  the  names  of 
the  districts  I  mentioned  on  Nov.  2,  as  we  should 
probably  see  every  schoolboy  and  holiday-maker  or 
anyone  else  with  a  rod  splashing  the  water  with  or 
without  permission  or  licence,  but  if  any  sportsman 
seriously  wishes  to  know  I  shall  be  pleased  to  tell  him 
privately  through  the  editor,  if  he  will  be  kind  enough 
to  allow  letters  to  be  forwarded. 

As  it  appears  that  my  last  letter  might  mislead 
some  of  your  readers,  I  think  it  only  fair  to  repeat  my 
record  with  the  mimber  of  trout  caught.  I  might  add 
that  I  did  not  publish  my  figures  by  way  of  "  bragging," 
but  because  I  was  rather  indignant  with  the  slur  cast 
upon  our  trout :  — 


Dis- 

Time of 

lilaiilv 

Total  No. 

Total 

Av.  weiglit 

trict. 

Visits. 

Fisliin*'. 

Da.vs. 

of  Trout. 

Weiglit. 

of  Trout. 

llOUt'cj. 

lbs.  OZ3, 

oxs. 

1 

15 

1  to  2 

1 

97 

25  11 

4-2 

2 

4 

2  to  3 

1 

8 

i;  0 

120 

3 

5 

2  to  3 

0 

15 

7  12 

8-2 

4 

16 

3  to  4 

2 

70 

40  1 

91 

No.  1  District. — Used  as  a  "  larder  "  only. 

Nos.  2  and  3. — Mine  ponds,  very  sheltered  from  wind, 
small  catches  therefore  excusable. 

No.  4. — New  district  to  me  ;  is  full  of  fine  trout  but 
in  places  more  small  than  large. 

In  any  of  the  above  your  correspondent  could  catch 
thirty  or  forty  sprats  if  he  wished  without  touching  a 
large  trout,  but  as  it  is  my  aim  to  have  good  sport 
with  a  few  fine  trout  in  preference  to  a  few  dozen 
sprats,  I  allow  the  latter  to  rest  in  peace ;  if,  in 
districts  2,  3,  and  4,  I  should  by  chance  get  a  few 
small  fish  I  return  them  if  I  consider  them  at  the 
time  to  be  under  4oz. 

Now,  as  to  weight.  Those  I  use  are  not  Welsh, 
local  or  colloquial,  or  even  fishermen's  weights,  as 
hinted  by  Mr.  Wright.  They  are  my  wife's  common 
or  kitchen  weights  used  for  cooking  purposes.  The 
cooking  is  very  satisfactory,  so  I  think  tbere  is  not 
much  wrong  with  the  weights.  By  the  way,  on 
working  out  Mr.  Wright's  baskets  which  he  mentions, 
I  find  they  come  to  3oz.  and  2-4oz.  average  respec- 
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lively — surely  these  were  under  seven  inches.  Probably 
he  put  them  all  back,  though  he  does  not  say  so. — 
Yours  truly,  Fly. 


WEST  COUtJTRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  have  already  explained  why  I 
requested  the  gentleman  from  Cardiff  to  rewrite  his 
letter,  there  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  enlarge  any 
further  on  that  point,  or  I  shall  be  giving  him  the 
opportunity  of  boasting  that  he  has  risen  me  as  neatly 
as  I  rose  him.  So  far  as  I  have  read  Mr.  Barton's 
references  to  the  west  country  trout,  be  was  alluding, 
as  I  was,  to  that  part  of  England  so  charmingly 
described  in  his  books  by  the  late  Mr.  R.  D.  Black- 
more.  The  gentleman  from  Cardiff,  however,  in 
support  of  his  contention,  quotes  the  size  of  the  trout 
caught  in  two  preserved  streams — the  Usk  and  the 
Monn  ow — belonging  to  a  foreign  country,  which  now 
forms  a  British  dependency.  In  any  case,  fish  coming 
from  a  conserved  river,  whether  English  or  foreign, 
cannot  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  average  size  of 
the  average  fish  taken  from  the  average  stream  open 
to  the  average  angler,  a  fact  which  will  be  apparent 
to  even  the  average  intelligence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Cardiff. — Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Simms. 


ANGLERS'  SONGS. 

Dear  Sib,  —  In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"  Spinning  Minnow,"  who  asks  for  the  words  of  the 
old  angling  song  "  When  we  went  out  a-fishing," 
I  enclose  the  following,  taken  from  a  book  in  my 
possession  which  bears  imj)rint — "  London  :  George 
Cox,  King- street,  Covent  Garden,  1855."  I  may  add 
that  it  is,  or  was,  sung  in  the  north  of  England  to  the 
tune  of  the  old-time  ditty  "  The  Gipsy  Party  "  : — 

Out  a-Fishing. 

Last  night,  Tom  Snooks,  says  he  to  me. 
If  you've  a  mind  some  fim  to  see, 
I'll  take  you  out  with  two  or  three 
Who  mean  to  go  a-fishing. 

Chorus — 

With  rods  and  lines  and  baits — a  store, 
Enough  for  half-a-dozen  more, 
I  never  shall  forget  the  bore 
Of  going  out  a-fishing. 

So  get  a  rod,  a  can,  and  bait, 
We  start  from  town  precise  at  eight, 
And  mind,  friend  Muggs,  you  ar'n't  too  late 
To  go  with  us  a  fishing. 

Says  I,  "  I  will";  so  up  I  goes 
To  Mr.  Spout  for  my  best  clothes, 
And  borrow'd  what  you  may  suppose 
To  rig  me  out  for  fishing. 

A  warning  look,  and  on  a  rail 
I — like  the  bird  in  nursery  tale 
That  wagged  about  his  little  tail — 
Perch'd  me  up  for  fishing. 

But,  sad  mischance,  the  rail  was  old. 
It  broke  !  and  dovm  the  bank  I  roll'd — 
Look  here  I  I'm  sure  I  shall  catch  cold 
From  going  out  a-fishing. 

The  mud  was  soft,  my  legs  being  thin, 
And  farther  I  kept  sinking  in, 
Until  I  thought  'twould  reach  my  chin, 
When  we  went  out  a-fishing. 

At  last  says  I,  this  will  not  suit, 
So  out  I  bawls,  when  Snooks,  the  brute. 
He  lugg'd  me  out,  but  left  my  boot 
Where  I  had  been  a-fishing  I 

At  two  o'clock,  the  hour  agreed. 
We  sat  us  down  ourselves  to  feed. 
But  fortune  was  unkind  indeed, 
When  we  were  out  a-fisbing. 

For  Crabb,  to  whom  the  "prog"  did  fall. 
Forgot  the  pie,  the  beef,  and  all. 
And  bottled  off  three  quarts  of  "  small  " — 
What  stuff  for  us  a-fishing. 

But,  thank  my  stars,  all  danger's  past, 
I'll  make  the  cupboard  rue  my  fast. 
My  first  exploit  shall  be  my  last 
Of  going  out  a-fishing  I 
York.  Ronald. 


MARKING  SALMON. 

Deae  Sir, — Why  tie  the  line  the  fish  is  marked 
with  in  a  ring,  to  be  caught  by  some  branch  or  leaded 
hook,  perhaps.  If  passed  through  the  muscle  and 
knotted  at  each  end  of  a  length,  would  not  that  do  as 
well  ?    (Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  16.) 

I  heard,  on  Nov.  17,  of  a  large  salmon  caught  in 
Scotland  being  very  well  marked  across  the  back  above 
the  tail,  a  mouthful  having  been  bitten  out  by  some 
otter  or  seal.    The  place  had  healed  up  completely, . 

Mr.  B  ,  a  brother  angler,  told  me  of  this.  Perhaps 

cutting  off  part  of  a  fin  would  effectually  mark  a  fish. 


I  have  caught  a  large  trout  in  this  country  with  the 
outer  upper  part  of  the  tail  snipped  off  as  though  done 
with  a  pair  of  scissors ;  it  had  not  grown  again. — 
Yours  truly,  Bbnwyan. 


A  NEW  SEA-PISHING  LINE. 
Dear  Sir, — In  the  report  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society's  meeting  of  Wednesday  (Nov.  13)  a  new  line 
is  mentioned  and  well  spoken  of ;  the  maker's  name 
is  given  as  "  Lead-all."  Is  this  correct  ?  if  so,  where 
is  the  establishment  ?  I  have  been  a  fisher  for  many 
3'ears,  and  thought  I  knew  every  tackle-dealer  of  note. 
This  name  is  not  familiar,  and  is  not  given  in  your 
valuable  list  of  tackle-dealers  which  you  publish  in 
the  Fishi^ig  Gazette.  I  shall  be  glad  for  some  light  on 
the  subject. — Yours  truly,  Sea-Pisher. 


FISHING  IN  THE  TYROL,  SWITZERLAND, 
OR  ITALY. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  be  kind 
enough  to  tell  me  of  any  small  hotel,  not  far  from  a 
fair  sized  town,  in  either  the  Tyrol,  Switzerland,  or 
Italy,  where  trout  fishing  can  be  had  by  staying  in  the 
hotel,  and  the  prices  are  moderate — say,  five  shillings 
a  day  a  head.  I  believe  there  are  such  hotels  in  the 
Valley  of  the  Rhone,  near  Montreux,  on  the  Lake  of 
Geneva,  and  also  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol.  Last  summer 
I  stayed  at  a  similar  hotel  in  the  Taunus  Mountains 
in  Germany,  and  had  1071  trout  and  162  chub  (all 
with  the  fly),  many  being  over  lib.  each,  in  three 
months,  and  only  paid  four  shillings  a  head  for  myself 
and  my  family,  and  was  capitally  housed  and  fed.  I 
want  to  hear  of  a  similar  place  in  either  the  Tyrol, 
Switzerland,  or  Italy. — Yours  truly, 

Wiesbaden.  R.  W.  Vernon. 


NEW  METHOD  OF  ATTACHING  DROP  LINKS 
TO  CASTS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  neat  way  of  making  strong  fixed  (not 
revolving)  attachments  of  drop  links,  or  tail  flies,  to 
casting  lines,  or  even  of  casting  lines  to  reel  lines,  is 
as  follows : — 

Break  off  less  than  a  quarter-inch  from  the  shank  of 
an  Allcock's  model  perfect  eyed  hook,  lap  it  on  to 
the  cast  where  you  wish,  as  a  hook  is  lapped  to  gut. 
Pass  the  gut  of  the  dropper  through  the  eye ;  take  a 
turn  round  the  cast  and  the  lapped  hook  shank, 
passing  the  gut  end  between  the  eye  and  the  rest  of 
the  loop  as  if  attaching  a  dry  fly  to  gut ;  pull  tight. 
This  joint  can  no  more  slip  than  it  would  in  the  case 


of  a  dry  fly,  while  the  dropper  is  capable  of  being 
easily  and  quickly  changed.  A  loop  of  fine  brass  wire 
may  be  used  instead  of  the  hook  shank,  and  will 
not  rust. 

A  similar  attachment  at  the  end  of  a  reel-line  will 
pass  through  any  top  ring  of  one's  rod  without 
catching.  The  size  and  weight  of  this  fixture  will 
present  no  obstacle  to  its  use. — Yours,  etc., 

Benwyan. 


FORMALIN  FOR  BAITS. 

De  AR  Sir, — In  reference  to  formalin  for  preserving 
baits,  it  says  in  the  directions  :  "  Mix  one  part  formalin 
to  three  parts  water ;  put  baits  in  for  a  few  days,  after 
which  the  strength  may  be  reduced  by  adding  an  equal 
quantity  of  water."  But  according  to  the  account  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  9,  it  gives  a  different 
recipe  altogether.  I  was  speaking  to  a  gentleman  who 
has  tried  formalin  for  years,  but  he  cannot  get  any 
good  results ;  he  said  it  makes  the  baits  as  hard  as  a 
stone,  and  they  often  go  rotten.  If  the  stuff  is  made 
up  too  strong  it  contracts  the  skin,  and  does  not 
penetrate  right  through  the  bait.  I  have  got  a  bottle 
and  arn  going  to  try.  I  think  of  using  a  minimum  of 
formalin  to  a  pint  of  water,  using  sprats  ;  do  you  think, 
sir,  that  it  will  be  strong  enough  ?  I  should  like  to 
get  the  exact  quantity  from  one  of  your  readers  who 
has  arrived  at  the  best  results.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation, — Yours  truly,       Charles  Dejongb. 

[We  have  not  heard  complaints  before  of  Mr.  Hussey's 
prescription.  Perhaps  he  will  answer  this  query. — Ed.] 


WEEDS  IN  AQUARIA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  an  aquarium,  length,  2ft.  9in. ; 
depth,  1ft.  5in. ;  breadth,  lit.  lin.  It  is  fixed  in  an 
open  yard  against  a  wall,  over  a  tap  from  the  main, 
and  has  a  pipe  running  through  it  from  that  with  a 
constant  small  jet  of  water  forced  through  the  pipe 
and  falling  from  above  like  a  small  fountain.  The 
bottom  is  covered  with  shingle.  Can  any  of  your 
readers  inform  me  how  I  can  get  water-weeds  to 
flourish  and  grow  in  it  so  as  to  form  a  protection  and 


cover  for  the  fish.  I  have  tried  fastening  various 
kinds,  such  as  lilies,  etc.,  down  by  means  of  lead  wire 
or  stones  attached  by  pieces  of  string,  but  these  die  or 
rot  away.  The  fish— gold-fish,  dace,  small  carp,  etc. — 
flourish  now,  although  some  time  back  they  were 
covered  with  fungus,  and  all  died  off  except  the  carp. 
—Yours  truly,  Enquirer. 


PIKE  AND  PERCH  PISHING  NEAR 
GLASGOW  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — As  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  over 
troubled  you,  though  I  have  been  a  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  many,  many  years,  you  must  please  pardon 
me.  Last  August  a  friend  and  myself  were  sent  up 
here  from  Liverpool,  permanently ;  we  are  both  keen 
bottom  fishermen,  but  can  get  little  or  no  information 
about  this  kind  of  sport,  as  those  we  have  asked  seem 
to  look  down  on  it.  Every  Saturday,  wet  or  fine,  we 
have  been  down  to  Loch  Lomond.  At  first,  September, 
we  had  fair  sport,  killing  three  or  four  pike  at  a  visit, 
but  lately  (eight  visits)  not  a  fish.  So  we  thought  a 
little  note  to  you  might  get  us  some  information  where 
we  can  get  good  pike  and  perch  fishing  near  Glasgow. — 
Y'ours  truly.  Pike  Perch. 

Glasgow. 

[Probably  at  this  time  of  the  year  Loch  Lomond 
pike  are  in  deeper  water,  or  they  may  follow  the 
spawning  trout  into  the  tributaries.  But  there  must 
be  good  pike  and  perch  fishing  not  far  from  Glasgow. 
Perhaps  a  Scottish  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
kindly  answer  this  query. — Ed.]. 


EFFECT  OF  ICE  AND  SKATING  ON 
BREEDING  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  questions  asked  by 
"Levenensis"  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  as 
long  as  there  is  a  good  current  running  through  the 
pond,  and  the  inlet  and  outlet  are  kept  free  from  ice, 
there  should  be  no  further  need  of  making  other  holes 
in  the  ice  for  aeration. 

The  noise,  and  especially  the  vibration  of  people 
skating,  would  most  certainly  be  more  or  less  injurious 
to  the  spawning  fish,  and  should  be  strictly  prohibited. 
— Y'ours  truly,  E.  A.  L. 

Hyde  House,  Prome. 


FISHING  NEAR  BIARRITZ. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fishing  to  he  had,  river 
or  sea  (rod),  at  or  near  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  close  to 
Biarritz  (river  the  Nivelle).— Yours  faithfully, 

Fleet. 

[On  March  10,  1894,  we  had  this  note  from 
Biarritz : — A  correspondent  who  has  been  staying  at 
Biarritz  send  us  the  following  note  about  th,e  fishing  :— 
"  I  have  only  had  one  day's  fishing  so  far  ;  got  half  a 
dozen  small  trout  in  the  Nivelle.  I  fished  down  to 
the  bridge  at  Amstz,  famous  in  the  battle  of  the 
Nivelle.  It  is  a  charming  stream,  very  clear,  and 
when  the  sun  is  bright  almost  hopeless  for  sport.  I 
got  my  fish  with  a  Red  Upright,  a  local  fly,  and  a  tiny 
spoon.  We  get  capital  salmon  from  the  traps  and  nets 
on  the  Nive  and  Adour,  and  the  boats  are  beginning 
to  bring  in  sardines,  which  are  most  excellent  eating." 
—Ed.] 


PIKE  PISHING. 
Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  some  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  would  recommend  some  water, 
say  within  one  hundred  miles  of  Manchester,  where 
decent  pike  fishing  may  be  had  for  a  week  in  January. 
Would  the  writer  of  the  article  on  the  West  Country 
Wye  recommend  that  river  ?  I  need  hardly  say  that 
I  should  like  a  chance  of  something  better  than  the 
three  to  five  pounders  whose  slaughter  one  so  often 
reads  about. — -Yours  truly.         Constant  Reader. 


PISH  FOR  A  MOAT. 
Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  kindly 
inform  me  what  kind  of  fish  it  would  be  best  to  stock 
a  moat — two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fourteen  feet 
wide  and  average  depth  about  five  feet — with  ?  The 
water  is  stagnant,  but  a  fresh  supply  is  put  in  every 
spring. — Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 

[The  fish  which  do  best  in  stagnant  waters  are  un- 
doubtedly tench,  and  we  should  put  in  tench  ;  bream 
also  do  well  in  such  places. — Ed.] 


The  Christmas  number  of  the  Shooting  Times  will 
be  published  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  26.  Following  the 
custom  of  previous  years,  this  number  will  be  quite 
distinct  from  the  ordinary  weekly  issue,  and  will  con- 
tain a  large  number  of  yarns  and  sporting  experiences 
dealing  with  moor,  field,  river,  and  marsh,  contributed 
by  some  of  the  most  practical  sportsmen  of  the  day, 
whilst  the  illustrations  will  be  both  numerous  and 
interesting.  The  price  of  the  number  will  be  6d.,  from 
all  railway  bookstalls  and  newsagents,  or  it  will  be 
sent  to  any  address  at  home  or  abroad  by  post  for  8d, 
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ANGLING   AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  30th,  1901. 


SOME  YOEKSHIEE  STEEAMS. 

THE  DERWENT. 
In  a  recent  article  I  said  that  Scarborough  was 
a  good  centre  for  angling.  There  is  no  better  sea 
fishing  on  the  north-east  coast  than  can  be  pro- 
cured froin  "the  queen  of  watering  places,"  but 
my  reference  was  really  to  river  fishing.  Amongst 
the  streams  easily  reached  from  Scarborough  are 
the  Derwent,  Scalby  Beck,  Rye,  Dove,  Hodge, 
Howkeld,  Costa,  Pickering  Beck,  Riccal,  etc.,  all 
of  them  fishable  streams,  and  several  of  them 
exceptionally  good.  There  are  one  or  two  other 
famous  waters  in  the  district,  but  I  have  left  them 
unnamed  as  the  angler  cannot  get  permission 
unless  he  is  a  member  of  an  expensive  club  or  in 
close  touch  with  the  landowner. 

First  as  to  the  Derwent,  the  parent  river.  It 
rises  close  to  the  sea  on  Whitby  moors,  flowing 
parallel  for  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  and  then 
strikes  inland,  joining  the  Yorkshire  Ouse,  forty 
miles  away,  below  the  City  of  York.  About  the 
upper  portion  one  need  say  little  at  this  period  of 
the  year  as  it  is  only  interesting  to  the  trout  fisher. 
Its  tributaries  from  its  source  to  the  village  of 
Ayton,  five  miles  from  Scarborough,  are  the 
.luggeian  and  Black,  or  Bloody,  Becks,  and  a  small 
stream  from  Troutsdale.  There  are  numerous 
grayling  in  the  Derwent  between  Langdale  End 
and  Ayton,  but  the  club  farms  them.  Below  the 
village  the  club  water  contains  coarse  fish  in 
addition  to  grayling.  The  stretch  of  river  is  not 
particularly  good,  although  the  fishing  is  varied, 
and  one  can  occasionally  pick  up  an  exceedingly 
good  thymallus  to  vary  big  bags  of  small  dace  and 
chub.  The  charge  for  this  water  is  half-a-crown  a 
day,  and  it  ought  to  be  visited  once  at  any  rate. 


■for  it  affords  an  excellent  lesson  in  how  to  negotiate 
difficult  places.  It  is  full  of  fish,  but  generally 
they  run  small.  Over  nearly' the  whole  of  the 
club  section  below  the  village  the  dace  rise  freely 
at  the  fiy,  and  at  times  grayling  are  also  tempted  ; 
but  bottom  fishing  is  most  successful,  as  much  of 
the  water  is  narrow  and  deep,  with  occasional 
small  pools.  With  the  maggot  and  worm  the 
careful  angler  may  make  nice  baskets  which  will 
probably  include,  in  addition  to  the  fish  mentioned, 
a  few  perch.  There  are  numerous  little  jack  in 
this  part  of  the  Derwent.  Below  the  club  water 
Sir  Chas.  Legard'a  preserves  begin.  He  owns  a 
portion  of  the  old  river  and  a  big  slice  from  where 
the  Hartford,  or  the  Cut,  which  I  mentioned  in  my 
last  article,  joins. 

For  several  miles  from  the  junction  the  river  has 
been  straightened  so  as  to  carry  off  the  flood  water 
more  rapidly.  At  the  junction  there  is  a  deep  and 
famous  pool.  Sir  Chas.  Legard  is  an  exceptionally 
generous  man.  My  experience  of  him  is  that 
unless  he  has  good  reason  for  doing  so  he  will  not 
refuse  permission  to  an  angler  who  applies  to  him 
for  leave  to  fish,  and  he  is  delighted  when  he  comes 
down  to  the  river  if  he  finds  you  are  having  good 
sport.  The  pool  I  refer  to  is  not  more  than  three 
minutes'  walk  from  Ganton  Railway  Station,  and 
many  anglers  anchor  alongside  of  it  and  fish  there 
all  day.  It  always  contains  quantities  of  jack 
ranging  from  31b.  to  61b.  in  weight,  but  heavier  fish 
are  frequently  taken.  Mr.  P.  W.  Booty,  the  well- 
known  artist,  has  caught  many  of  over  121b.  here, 
and  Mr.  A.  E.  Wiseman  and  Mr.  Hubert  Dacre,  of 
York,  have  both  had  grand  fish  at  the  junction. 
My  biggest  pike,  if  I  remember  rightly,  taken  from 
this  dub  was  about  101b.,  but  then  I  have  never 
fished  it  carefully,  as  I  much  prefer  the  old  river 
for  a  few  hundred  yards  above  and  the  shallows  in 
the  Derwent  for  a  mile  below. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  little  more  than  a  year 
ago  I  told  of  the  extraordinary  chub  fishing  in  the 
deep  pools  of  the  old  river  just  above  Ganton. 
It    is    extraordinary.     I    know  nothing  quite 
so   good   in  the  North,  of  England  —  certainly 
nothing  nearly   so    good    in    the   six  northern 
counties.    I  met  a  Leeds  angler  codling  fishing  on 
Filey  Brigg  a  few  weeks  ago.    He  had  been  down 
at  Ganton  the  previous  day,  and  had  landed  eight 
chub  weighing  281b.    I  have  had  with  the  maggot 
a  dozen  fish  from  one  small  pool,  not  one  of  them 
under  31b.  and  more  than  one  of  over  41b.,  in  an 
hour  or  so's  fishing.    Below  the  junction  the  river 
is  like  a  canal ;  it  is  a  part,  in  fact,  of  the  Muston 
and  Yeddingham  Drain,  and  is  shallow  and  weed- 
grown.    It  holds  great  quantities  of  dace,  grayling, 
and  small  chub,  and  affords  very  pretty  fly  fishing, 
but  all  the  way  from  Sir  Chas.  Legard's  to  Lord 
Downe's  it  is  disappointing  on  account  of  the  size 
of  the  fish.    Brompton  Beck  comes  in  a  little  lower 
on  Sir  Everard  Cayley's  estate,  and  at  the  mouth 
of  the  beck  some  fine  catciies  of  grayling,  trout  in 
season,  and  pike  are  made,  but  leave  to  fish  is 
difficult  to  procure.    Foul  Brig,  easily  reached  from 
Snainton  on  the  Scarborough  and  Pickering  line, 
or  Heslerton  on  the  Scarborough  and  York  line,  is 
the  next  point,  and  from  here  the  river  changes  its 
character.    It  is  runs  and  pools,  and  full  of  grand 
chub,  etc.,  with  many  grayling,  which,  by  the  way, 
are  difficult  to  tempt  to  a  fly.    They  are  bottom 
feeders.    The  farmers  are  very  good,  and  always 
seem  glad  to  see  an  angler. 

If  you  are  going  to  the  river  call  at  the  farms  on 
either  side  and  you  will  get  a  permit  readily.  At 
Yeddingham  Bridge,  about  two  miles  lower  down, 
the  angler  cannot  go  wrong.  He  needs  no  permit, 
or  at  least  he  will  never  be  asked  for  one,  and  if 
he  knows  how  to  fish  his  sport  will  be  good.  The 
best  stations  are  Heslerton  or  Knapton,  on  the 
Scarborough  and  York  Ime.  There  are  pike  here, 
but  for  the  first  time  in  going  down  the  Derwent 
you  will  find  roach,  and  good  ones.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Clarke,  of  Scarborough,  has  a  case  of  magnificent 
roach  which  he  caught  within  thirty  yards  of  the 
bridge.  I  have  had  several  of  over  a  pound  and  a 
half  in  weight,  but  my  best  catches  here  have  been 
grayling,  in  the  autumn  on  the  fly  and  in  winter 
with  the  worm.  It  is  grand  water,  and  for  five 
miles  never  a  question  is  asked  ;  you  may  fish  to 
your  heart's  content.  At  Schoolhouse  Hill,  nearest 
stations  Marishes,  on  the  loop  line  between 
Pickering  and  Malton,  or  Rillington,  on  the  Scar- 
borough and  York  line,  the  fishing  is  practicallv  all 
m  the  hands  of  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel,  who 
gives  leave  to  anyone,  and  the  York  Amalgamation 
of  Anglers.     Grayling,  dace,  chub,  and  pike  are 


fairly  plentiful,  and  one  or  two  pleasant  days  may 
be  spent  here.  The  lUver  Rye  joins  the  Derwent 
just  below  Schoolhouse  Hill,  and  then  "the 
vicinity  of  Scarborough  "  may  fairly  well  be  said 
to  have  reached  its  limit,  for  the  Rye  at  this  point 
is  twenty  miles  away  from  the  famous  seaside  town. 
To  the  bottom  fisher  the  remaining  twenty  miles 
of  the  Derwent  is  interesting.  From  Hutton's 
Ambo  all  the  way  to  the  Ouse  there  is  capital 
roach  and  dace  fishing,  and  this  section  is  favoured 
by  the  Y^ork  and  Leeds  men.  There  are  some 
typical  roach  swims  about  Castle  Howard,  and  some 
famous  spots  at  Kirkham  Abbey.  There  are  railway 
stations  by  the  side  of  the  stream  at  all  the  places 
mentioned.  One  likes  the  Yorkshire  Derwent  for 
many  things,  and  especially  for  the  quality  and 
variety  of  its  fish.  Any  part  of  the  river  almost 
can  be  easily  reached,  and  the  angler  is  not  worried 
for  permits.  From  Yeddingham  for  ten  or  fifteen 
miles  the  fishing  is  practically  open  to  anyone,  and 
leave  for  the  other  portions  is  usually  readily 
extended. 

•There  need  be  little  said  on  the  subject  of  tackle 
and  baits.  On  account  of  the  character  of  the 
water  a  Nottingham  outfit  for  bottom  fishing  i.s 
best,  and  the  baits  which  kill  in  other  waters  will 
do  so  in  the  Derwent.  My  experience  of  the  pike 
is  that  live  bait  is  responsible  for  nine-tenths  of 
the  fish  taken.  The  pilce  here  are  well  fed,  and 
probably,  in  consequence,  lack  energy.  It  is  rare, 
indeed,  that  a  fish  of  over  sixteen  pounds  is  taken, 
but  odd  ones  up  to  twenty  pounds  have  been 
recorded.  Below  Hutton's  Ambo  the  river  is  just 
about  the  right  width  for  spinning,  the  south  bank 
open  for  a  long  way,  and  the  north  bank  clothed 
with,  trees,  so  that  the  angler  has  few  difficult 
places  to  negotiate. 

From  Stamford  Bridge  the  river  is  tidal,  and,  in 
season,  when  they  can  get  through  the  wall  of 
filth  poured  into  the  Ouse  from  the  rivers  Aire  and 
Calder,  salmon  ascend,  and  there  is  a  regular 
fishery.  Eel  and  flounder  fishing  is  particularly 
good  about  Elvington,  and  the  coarse  fishing 
passable.  Most  of  the  fishing  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  farnaers,  all  of  them  capital  sportsmen,  and  I 
don't  think  I  can  recall  a  single  case  where  an 
application  for  leave  to  fish  has  not  been  granted. 
It  is  a  few  years  since  I  angled  here,  but  my 
recollection  is  that  one  had  hospitality  thrust  upon 
one.  However,  if  ever  you  want  to  fish  this 
section  of  the  river,  1  York  is  the  centre,  drop  a 
note  to  my  esteemed  friend  "Ronald,"  YorJisJiire 
Herald  Office,  York,  and  he  will  put  you  right.  If 
you  want  a  pleasant  talk  with  a  right  good  angler 
look  him  up.  Should  you  decide  to  visit  Scar- 
borough drop  me  a  note  addressed  either  to  Scar- 
borough or  Filey,  and  I  will  gladly  give  you  a  few 
hints  as  to  where  to  find  sport.  In  another  article 
I  hope  to  deal  with  some  of  the  smaller  and  better 
streams. — J.  W.  Blakey. 


APECULIAE  STYLE  OF  TEOLLING 
FOE  PEECH. 
By  Baron  Paul  Tchericassov. 


In  looking  over  old  notes  referring  to  "  matters 
piscatorial"  lately,  I  have  come  across  one  item 
which— if  I  can  trust  my  memory— I  have  not 
mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  before  now. 
And  I  am  quite  sure  that  I  never  have  seen  a  des- 
cription of  something  similar  to  the  style  of  trolling 
for  perch  which  I  am  about  to  describe.  Takmg 
m  consideration  the  exceptionally  good  results 
which  myself  and  a  few  of  my  friends  have  obtained 
by  usmg  this  style,  a  description  of  it  seems  likely 
to  be  of  interest  to  English  anglers,  and  I  shall  try 
to  rnake  it  as  plain  and  clear  as  I  possibly  can. 

First  of  all,  "  I  would  rise  to  explain"  what  I 
mean  by  trolling  ;  under  "  trolling  "  I  understand 
such  a  style  of  fishing  where  the  bait— whether 
natural  or  artificial— is  worked  more  or  less  per- 
pendicularly, and  where  the  "  decoying  "  action  of 
bait  takes  place  chiefly  during  those  moments 
between  the  successive  jerks,  when  the  tension  on 
Ime  IS  removed  and  the  bait  shoots  downward. 
This  style  of  fishing  with  artificial  bait  (tin,  copper, 
brass,  natural  colour  or  plated)  havipg  the  rough 
outline  of  a  small  fish,  accounts  for  large  numbers 
of  pike  and  perch  (as  well  as  other  fish— pike,  perch, 
and  even  large  carp)  in  winter,  when  it  is  practised 
through  holes  cut  in  the  ice  ;  the  best  time  for  pike 
and  perch  fishing  in  this  style  being  considered  the 
early  winter,  just  after  the  ice- crust  has  groHH 
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strong  enough  to  bear  the  cverage  weight  of  a 
grown-up  man.  A  very  short  "  sturup  "  of  a  rod 
(tiardly  ever  exceeding  two  feet  in  length),  with 
very  little  elasticity,  is  used ;  rushes,  conveniently 
tied  round  the  lower  part  of  the  rod,  make  a  very 
pleasant  "  hand-piece,"  just  above  whiun  there  is  a 
"  bilurcated  line- winder,  '  one  prong  of  which  is, 
usually,  an  integral  part  of  the  rod,  and  the  other 
one  (tlie  lowermost  one)  is  hrmly  tied  to  the  rod  with 
twine.  The  line— a  pretty  coarse  home-made  one 
ol  horsehair — is  wound  round  these  two  prongs  or 
hooks,  and  when  sufficient  line  has  been  unwound 
to  suit  depth  of  water  the  line  is  jammed  in  slot 
provided  at  end  of  rod.  A  gimp  or  wire  snood 
connects  the  bait  with  the  line  ;  the  hook  cast  into 
bait  (a  single  one  for  preference)  is  left  bare,  but 
some  red  liannel  or  wool  is  frequently  tied  round 
its  shank. 

The  viodus  operandi  is  as  follows :— After  having 
wound  off  sufficient  line  so  as  to  just  touch  the  bottom 
with  the  bait,  while  holding  end  of  rod  about  two 
feet  from  surface  of  water,  the  bait  is  lowered 
slowly  till  it  nearly  touches  the  bottom,  then  it 
is  jerked  upward  smartly,  and  again  allowed  to  sink 
slowly.  Tne  usual  rate  is  two  to  three  jerks  every 
ten  seconds. 

The  hog-backed  "  shape  of  bait  causes  it  to 
travel  dov.nward  not  in  a  btraightline  but  in  zigzag 
fashion,  which  seems  to  be  irresistible  toithe  greedy 
"denizens  of  the  deep,"  they,  as  a  rule,  striking 
the  bait  on  its  downward  course.  In  this  case, 
one  feels  a  sudden  stoppage  of  the  line,  which 
resolves  itself  into  more  or  less  violent  kicks.  Tnis 
mode  of  tishiug  is  called  in  Russian  blessnenye, 
from  blessnd,  as  the  artificial  bait  used  for  it  is 
called  (the  root  bless  suggesting  something  shining, 
sparkling),  and  is  a  very  popular  style  with  many 
ot  our  anglers.  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  care 
much  for  winter  blessn'ing  (if  such  an  Anglicised 
form  of  the  Russian  word  is  admissible).  The  rivers 
and  lakes  lock  dead  and  desolate  under  their  white 
shroud  of  deep  snow  ;  the  fish  are  sluggish  (except 
m  the  early  part  of  winter,  while  there  is  yet  a 
sufficient  supply  of  oxygen  in  the  water)— altogether 
the  whole  business  is  not  much  to  my  taste.  Late 
m  autumn,  when  rather  frosty  nights  are  followed 
by  bright,  genial  daj  s,  it  is  quite  another  matter ; 
unfortunattiy,  one  does  not  get  the  benefit  of  such 
a  combmation  often.  If  one  gets  it,  however,  it  is 
a  delightful  thmg  to  row  from  one  good  perch-hole 
to  another,  picking  up  a  dozen  good  perch  here, 
a  dozen  there  (provided  the  perch  are  there— one 
generally  gets  the  best  fish  at  this  season  and  by 
this  btjie). 

There  is,  however,  a  time  when  things  are 
remarkably  dull  with  perch  in  most  parts  of  Central 
Russia— namely,  from  the  end  of  June  till  the  later 
half  of  August  (old  style)— even  to  the  end  of  the 
latter  month  sometimes— unless  by  live  baiting. 
Live  baiting  seldom  fails  even  at  this  time,  but 
unfortunately  it  has  its  drawbacks,  among  which 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  live  bait  of  the  proper  size 
stands  foremost.  In  fact,  I  know  localities  where 
it  is  next  to  impossible  to  secure  anything  like  a 
decent  supply  of  live  bait  for  perch ;  and  when  one 
has  got  It  one  has  to  keep  it  alive,  which  is  by  no 
means  an  easy  thing  just  then  on  account  of  the 
very  hot  weather  which  prevails  generally  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  Aitificial  baits  suggest  themselves 
under  these  circumstances,  but  (with  the  exception 
of  some  special  styles  applicable  under  quite 
peculiar  conditions,  and  of  which  I  may  speak 
sometime  later)  unfortunately  they  are  not  much 
of  a  success  as  a  rule.  However,  a  combmation  of 
the  ordinary  perch  blessnd,  with  a  nice,  lively 
brandlmg  or  red  worm  dangling  on  hook  of  same, 
proves  nresistible  to  Mr.  Perch  during  this  dull 
season,  as  I  have  found  out  for  myself  quite  by 
chance  some  twenty-two  years  ago.  I  have  taught 
many  anglers  this  valuable  dodge  since  then,  and, 
as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  has  been  found  very  effective 
in  all  cases  when  it  was  properly  used.  A  friend  of 
mme— Mr.Likhatchov— got  at  this  style  quite  inde- 
pendently when  neither  of  us  knew  of  the  existence 
of  the  other  ;  it  was  evidently  a  case  of  les  beaux 
esjjnts  sc  rencontrent.  I  have  had  a  very  pleasant 
outing  with  this  gentleman  once  on  the  river  Utka, 
which  flows  into  the  Volga  on  the  confines  of  the 
governments  Kazan  and  Samara.  We  took  some- 
where about  one  hundred  brace  of  good  perch 
between  us  in  a  day's  fishing,  my  friend  taking 
about  ten  brace  more  than  I,  and  the  average 
weight  was  little  shoit  .of  ^Ib.  spiece.  But  oh  !  the 
tnags  fjom  which  we  had  to  pull  them  out. 

'll.ft  VKjdvi  oiira^di  is  cxHx  tly  t)ie  s^iuie  as  in. 


winter  hlemi^ingt  with  that  difference  that  I  always 
use  a  regular  rod,  varying  in  length  from  six  to 
nine  feet,  winch  fitted ;  the  reel,  light  check,  about 


two-and-a-quarter  inches  diameter,  with  about  sixty 
to  eighty  yards  of  plaited  silk  line,  tanned,  No.  5, 
To  this  I  Rttach  some  five  yards  of  waterproof  line, 
a  trifle  leas  strong  than  the  reel-line ;  extra  fine 
brass  gimp  stained  is  used  for  the  snood  (No.  3-0) 
in  case  of  pike  going  for  the  bait. 

The  best  places  for  perch  are  those  where  sunken 
trees,  clusters  of  old  piles,  and  similar  rubbish 
afford  good  hiding  places.  It  is  evident  that  one 
is  sure  to  get  snagged  now  and  then  while  fishing 
in  such  places,  and  a  clearing  ring  or  some  similar 
apparatus  is  a  sine  qua  non  for  this  style  of  fishing. 
The  best  implement  of  the  kind  which  I  know  of  (that 
is,  the  best  for  this  particular  style)  is  what  I  might 
call  a  "clearing  cone,"  made  of  lead,  like  a  trun- 
cated cone  in  shape,  and  weighing  from  Jib.  to  Jib. ; 
heavier  ones  are  used  sometimes,  but  I  prefer  lighter 
ones.  This  cone  is  cast  in  two  halves,  which  are 
connected  by  means  of  two  pins ;  one  of  these  is 
the  hinge-pin,  while  the  other  is  the  locking-pin. 
In  order  to  put  the  cone  on  to  the  line  the  locking- 
pin  is  removed,  the  cone  opened,  put  on  to  the  line, 
and  locked  again  by  means  of  the  pin  ;  it  is  then 
allowed  to  run  down  the  line  briskly  so  as  to  come 
down  on  to  the  top  of  the  bait  with  a  smart  tap, 
striking  or  knocking  out  the  point  of  the  hook  from 
the  snag  in  which  it  has  got  embedded.  I  have 
had  fdiluies  with  this  implement  very  seldom 
indeed,  and  these  were  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
snag  into  which  my  hook  had  got  stuck  happened 
to  be  a  very  springy  one— a  small  branch  or  root — 
not  offering  sufficient  re^^istance  to  enable  the 
"  clearing-cone  "  to  come  down  on  the  bait  with  a 
sharp,  "  dry"  blow.  It  stands  to  reason  that  it  is 
advisable,  to  round  off  edges  of  upper  and  lower 
orifices  of  "  clearing-cone  "  ;  the  lower  orifice  must 
be  sufficiently  small  to  prevent  it  from  going  further 
than  the  thin  (upper)  end  of  the  blessnd. 

The  accompanying  rough  sketches  will  gave  a 
sufficiently  clear  idea  of  the  chief  implements 
described,  the  blessnd,  full  size,  front  and  side  views  ; 
the  "  clearing-cone,"  full  size ;  and  the  winter 
blessn'ing  rod,  reduced.  The  blessnd  shown  in 
sketch  is  the  small  one,  which  as  a  rule  proves  the 
most  killing  for  perch.  Some  strands  of  peacock, 
and  of  some  red  feather  instead  of  wool  or  flannel, 
might  prove  a  desirable  alteration  in  the  ordinary 
model. 

I  have  an  idea  that  the  above  described  style  of 
trolling  for  perch  is  likely  to  prove  very  killing  on 
some  of  the  English  waters  during  the  coming 
season,  and  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  those  ot  the 
readers  ot  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  will  give  it  a 
fair  trial  and  report  on  the  results  attained. 


FOEMALIN  AS  A  P.EESEKVATIVE 
FOE  FISHING  BAITS. 


■  Formalin  is  simply  the  trade  name  of  a  forty 
per  cent,  solution  of  formic  aldehyde  (CH.^O), 
which  is  rapidly  superseding  alcohol  as  an  excel- 
lent preservative  for  animals,  botanical  specimens, 
fish,  etc. 

11;  is  with  the  last  we  are  mainly  concerned  here. 
The  chief  advantages  of  formalin  over  alcohol  are 
that  "colours"  remain  to  a  greater  extent,  and  that 
there  is  no  "  shrinkage." 

I  have  preserved  some  thousands  of  minnows — ■ 
together  with  dace,  roach,  and  trout  as  pike  baits — 
and  with  the  most  perfect  results.  In  my  usual 
practice  the  preserved  baits  are  used  after  from  six 
months'  to  twelve  months'  pickling. 

For  minnows  a  one  per  cent,  solution  answers 
well,  although  some  of  the  dealers  use  a  two  per 
cent,  solution.  The  one  per  cent,  solution  is  easily 
made  by  mixing  4oz.  ot  formalin  with  a  gallon  of 
water.  If,  therefore,  you  do  not  aspire  to  preserving 
on  the  large  scale,  and  only  require  baits  for  your 
own  use,  buy  half-a-pound  of  formalin  and  divide 
it  into  two  equal  portions  of  4oz.  each.  Mix  one 
of  the  portions  with  a  gallon  of  water  and  keep  it 
in  a  wickered  jar  (or  other  corked  receptacle),  and 
store  the  remaining  half  of  the  formalin  for  future 
use.  In  my  own  case  I  measure  the  amount  of 
formalin  accurately  by  means  of  a  graduated  glass 
measure,  but  one  need  be  under  little  apprehension 
if  approximately  correct  only.  Roughly,  five  table- 
spoonsful  equal  4oz. 

Now  as  to  the  actual  method  of  use.  First,  your 
minnows  must  be  fresh.  Keep  them  in  water 
alive  till  you  wish  to  preserve  them.  Take  them 
out  of  the  water  (in  artificial  or  subdued  light  is 
best)  and  keep  out  till  quite  dead.  Then  drop 
them  into  a  bottle  of  one  |ier  cent,  formalin,  don't 
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overcrowd,  fill  up  with  your  one  per  cent,  solution 
so  as  to  leave  little  or  no  air,  cork  well,  and  put 
aside. 

Every  day  for  the  first  week  take  your  minnows 
out,  pour  off  the  discoloured  solution,  rinse  the 
minnows  in  cold  water,  and  replace  in  a  full  bottle 
of  new  solution  as  when  commencing.  The  sub 
sequent  success  of  your  experiment  depends  almost 
entirely  on  this  daily  change  of  solution  during  the 
first  week.  During  the  second  week  two  changes 
only  will  suffice,  and  after  that  say  once  a  week  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  once  a  month  after.  After 
the  first  week  it  is  a  capital  plan  to  hold  your 
bottles  up  to  strong  daylight  (gaslight  is  quite  use 
less),  and  change  the  solution  if  the  least  dis 
coloured.  Also  be  careful  to  remove  discoloured 
minnows  at  once,  to  keep  your  bottles  full  and 
tightly  corked.  Preserved  thus  your  baits  will  be 
tough,  plump,  and  bright. 

When  taking  them  out  to  use  soak  them  a  day 
(or  a  night)  in  (jlear  water  before  you  pack.  If  the 
water  is  running  so  much  the  better.  Unless  this 
is  done  a  very  perceptible  and  pungent  "  taste  "  is 
given  to  the  water  in  the  wake  of  your  spinning 
bait.  My  experience  goes  to  show  that,  prepared 
thus,  a  fish  will  take  a  bait  preserved  in  formalin 
quite  as  well  as  a  natural  one.  When  taking  these 
baits  to  the  water  it  is  quite  sufficient  to  wrap 
them  in  a  wet  rag  and  stow  them  away  in  a  corner 
of  your  basket.  Better  still  is  the  use  of  a  light 
celluloid  box,  such  as  is  used,  when  travelling,  for 
a  tablet  of  soap. 

Formalin  has  a  decided  action  on  the  skin,  but 
this  is  scarcely  perceptible  when  so  highly  diluted 
as  in  our  one  per  cent,  solution,  and  may  be  quite 
disregarded.  The  too  frequent  use  of  it,  however, 
makes  your  fingers  hard,  rough,  and  dirty-looking. 
Dalton-in-Furness.  Wm.  H.  Pbarsall. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Pearsall,  and  glad 
to  see  his  advice  as  to  getting  rid  of  the  odour  or 
taste  of  formalin  before  using  baits,  as  it  is  quite 
possible  the  smell,  etc.,  may  turn  fish  away.  It 
might  be  well  to  soak  the  baits  in  a  solution  o 
common  salt  in  water  before  using  as  there  is  no^ 
doubt  fish  like  a  salted  bait. — Ed.1 


A  DAY  AT  LOUGH  MELVIN.* 

{Continued  from  page  350.). 

The  Squire,  who  was  hardly  active  enough  to 
succeed  very  well  with  the  otter,  yielded  readily 
enough,  and  the  line  was  unbent  from  the  obnoxious 
machine,  which  was  again  consigned  to  Paddy 
Mooshlan's  keeping,  and  two  stout  pike  rods  were 
substituted  for  it. 

"Now,  Mr.  Scholar,"  said  the  Squire,  as  he 
stepped  into  that  which  was  destined  to  be  the 
in-shore  boat,  "  I  am  an  old  Hampshire  cross-line 
fisher ;  and  I  will  tell  you  a  rule  that  we  made  there,  f 
Nothing  that  is  said  by  either  party,  while  managing 
the  cross-lines,  goes  for  anything  after  those  cross- 
lines  are  unbent ;  we  have  full  liberty  to  d — n  each 
other  to  our  heart's  content,  and  to  give  each  other 
the  lie  to  any  amount,  as  long  as  the  lines  are 
joined ;  but  it  is  all  to  be  forgotten  the  moment 
they  are  separated." 

"Yes,"  said  the  Parson,  "  that  rule  is  indispens- 
able for  Hampshire,  where  they  fish  with  one  fly 
only  on  their  cross-lines,  so  that  every  fish  hooked 
is  the  joint  property  of  both  parties  ;  and  it  is  not 
a  bad  one  here,  where  we  fish  with  twenty  :  but  I 
would  recommend  another  precaution,  lie  this 
swan's  feather  by  a  bit  of  barber's  silk  to  the  centre 
of  the  back-line,  and  let  each  count  as  his  own, 
and  manage  in  his  own  way,  the  rises  that  take 
place  on  his  own  side  of  it." 

"  Well,  that  is  not  a  bad  hint,"  said  the  Squire, 
' '  and  we  will  have  it  on  ;  however,  I  spoke  only 
in  jest  :  the  Scholar  and  I  have  been  friends  too 
long  to  quarrel  about  losing  a  fish  or  two." 

The  Parson  smiled  and  said  nothing,  but  quietly 
took  his  place  in  the  bow  of  the  in  shore  boat, 
with  a  light  twelve-foot  trout  rod  in  his  hand  :  his 
business  was  to  whip  shoreward,  into  those  places 
where,  from  the  rocky  and  uneven  nature  of  the 
bottom,  the  boat  was  unable  to  approach. 

"  Now  then,  shove  off,"  said  the  Scholar,  as  he 
took  his  place  in  the  bow  of  the  off-shore  boat, 


*  from  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legeudsand  its  Fly  Fishing," 
a  rieliahtful  and  scarce  work. — Ed. 

+  This  was  half  a  century  agi.  I  remember  seeing  two 
Erislishmen  use  a  cros5-Uue  In  this  m-s.v  cm  a  trib-ufarv  of  the 
Rhine     1S36.~Ed.  "  ,    •  »» 


followed  by  the  Captain,  who  had  been  baiting  a 
formidable  litch*  with  a  good-sized  parr,  and  was 
trying  its  spinning  qualities,  as  the  boat,  under  the 
influence  of  a  pair  of  paddles,  took  its  place  at  the 
edge  of  the  deep  water. 

The  signal  was  given ;  the  cross-lines,  extended 
between  the  two  boats,  fell  lightly  on  the  surface, 
while  the  boats  in  parallel  lines  swept  the  north- 
eastern shore  of  the  lake. 

There  never  was  a  better  day  for  this  kind  of 
fishing ;  without  a  ripple  on  the  water  the  cross- 
lines  are  absolutely  useless,  and  in  a  stiff  breeze 
the  hooks  are  perpetually  catching  one  another, 
and  entangling  the  whole  concern ;  but  at  this 
particular  time  the  wind  had  entirely  sunk,  while 
the  waters  were  still  agitated  under  the  effects  of 
last  night's  gale,  and  tinged,  though  very  slightly, 
by  the  moimtain  streams,  which  had  already  felt 
the  influence  of  the  rain. 

"  Stop  the  boat  I  stop  the  boat  1  I  have  got  a 
fish  already  ;  let  me  get  in  my  line." 

"  Oh  !  not  such  a  little  fellow  as  that ;  it  is  only 
a  jenkin  ;  let  him  trail  till  we  get  something  better," 
said  the  Squire.  "  See,  there  is  another  on  my  side 
now." 

And  the  line  still  glided  over  the  water,  dragging 
the  unfortunate  little  creatures  after  it. 

"  That's  the  splash  of  a  three-pounder  at  the 
least :  and,  by  George,  he  has  missed  me  I  Try 
that  bit  over  again.  Squire." 

"  How  on  earth,"  said  the  Parson,  "  can  you  go 
back  with  all  that  tackle  trailing  on  the  water  ? 
Vestigia  nulla  retrorsum.  Besides,  look  here  " — 
he  had  been  lengthening  his  line  during  this  speech, 
and  now  threw  his  flies  across  the  rise.  The  trout 
rose  again,  but  this  time  a  quick  eye  and  a  ready 
hand  were  waiting  upon  him,  and  the  sharp  scrape 
of  the  reel  announced  a  capture. 

But  the  cross-lines  did  not  always  miss  their  fish. 
If  they  pricked  their  hundreds,  at  least  they  hooked 
their  tens,  and  fish  after  fish  was  hauled  in,  now 
by  the  Squire,  now  by  the  Scholar.  Now  and  then 
there  was  a  tangle  among  the  flies  ;  occasionally  a 
lively  fish  twitched  one  of  the  unoccupied  hooks  into 
the  Squire's  fingers,  as  he  was  hand-playing  him ; 
once  or  twice  a  monster  shook  himself  off  before  any 
one  could  get  near  him — (the  largest  fish  always  do 
get  ofi')  ;  but,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  a  successful 
cruise ;  and  though  no  fish  of  any  size  had  been 
taken,  for  the  Scholar's  three-pounder  did  not  weigh 
quite  a  real  pound,  yet  the  baskets  were  nearly 
full  by  the  time  the  boats  had  arrived  at  the 
bridge. 

The  best  catch  had  been  made  on  the  shoals,  or, 
as  they  are  called,  the  sunken  islands.  These 
places,  which  are  numerous  enough  in  Lough 
Melvin,  are  marked  by  piles  of  stones,  as  beacons, 
to  prevent  the  market  boats  from  running  on  them. 
Whenever  they  arrived  at  one  of  these  places,  one 
of  the  party  would  take  his  stand  on  the  heap,  with 
a  cross-line  rod  in  his  hand,  as  a  pivot,  while  the 
boat  circled  round  him. 

But  by  far  the  surest  ground  was  the  Drehagh 
nan  Shian,  or  Fairies'  Bridge.  This  is  an  extensive 
reef  of  detached  rocks  with  large  patches  of  sand 
and  gi-avel,  and  here  and  there  extensive  beds  of 
water-weed.  It  connects  Grove  Island  with  a 
remarkable  point  on  the  northern  shore,  and  is 
about  equidistant  from  either  extremity  of  the  lake. 

This  place  had  been  reckoned  upon  as  a  sort  of 
object  by  the  fishermen,  and  here  they  expected  to 
wind  up  the  day  brilliantly.  But  by  the  time  they 
had  arrived  there  the  sweil  on  the  lake  had  com- 
pletely subsided,  and  the  glassy  surface  betrayed  the 
cheat.  The  Parson's  light  tackle  had  occasionally 
deceived  an  imwary  young  trout,  but  for  the  last 
half-hour  the  cross-lines  had  caught  nothing,  when 
suddenly  a  heavy  plunge  was  made  on  the  Squire's 
side,  and  a  41b.  gillaroo  showed  his  yellow  side  as 
he  can-ied  down  the  fly. 

"  Hurrah  !  that's  my  fish,"  said  the  Squire,  "and 
that  is  the  fish  of  the  day.  Leave  your  line  slack ; 
I  can  play  my  own  fish.  You  may  see  he's  on  my 
aide  of  the  feather." 

Hardly  were  the  words  out  of  his  mouth  when 
the  unmistakable  heavy  curl  of  a  real  salmon 
bubbled  up  round  another  of  the  flies,  but  this  time 
evidently  on  the  Scholar's  side  of  the  feather. 

There  was  one  moment  of  suspense,  for  the  salmon 
always  takes  time  to  think  before  he  makes  his 
run,  but  the  tugging  of  the  captive  gillaroo  soon 
made  him  sensible  of  his  danger,  and  in  an  instant 

*  Litch,  from  the  Saxon,  lych— a  dead  body.  An  arrangement 
of  hooks  and  B-nl\'ela  calculate'd  to  gjre  the  atipearanDe  of  life  to 
a  ae'aa  t'j;t.  * 


of  time  the  lines  were  rushing  and  rattling  out  from 
both  the  reels. 

"Give  him  the  butt!"  "Let  him  have  line 
now  !  "  "  Holy  Virgin  1  keep  his  head  ofl'  the 
ground  !  "  "  Ah  now  !  keep  the  point  of  your  rod 
up,  can't  ye  !  "  Such  were  the  contradictory  orders 
and  advice  bellowed  out  at  one  and  the  same  time 
to  the  perplexed  and  frightened  Scholar,  who  did 
his  very  best  to  obey  them  all,  but  without  any 
very  clear  idea  of  what  he  was  wanted  to  effect. 
But  the  Squire  was  an  old  fisherman,  and  played 
the  fish  well.  His  was  the  in-shore  boat,  and  as 
the  object  of  the  fish  was  to  head  for  the  deep 
water,  and  consequently  to  pull  from  him,  he  had 
the  whole  work  in  his  own  hands,  with  the  full 
advantage  of  a  tight  line,  while  all  his  partner  had 
to  do  was  to  keep  the  slack  of  the  line  out  of  his 
way  and  to  watch  for  a  turn. 

At  last,  frightened  perhaps  by  the  off-shore  boat, 
which  lay  right  in  his  course,  the  salmon  gave  two 
or  three  startled  springs  almost  within  reach  of  its 
paddles,  and  then,  as  they  invariably  do,  headed 
sharp  back  upon  his  own  course.  The  Scholar, 
excited  and  unaccustomed  to  this  style  of  fi.shing, 
had  omitted  to  reel  up  the  slack  of  his  line  as  the 
fish  headed  towards  him,  and  when  he  shot  back 
so  suddenly  everything  came  slack.  The  Squire  had 
no  longer  any  power  over  it,  and  the  fish,  restrained 
byneither  line,  returned  through  the  whole  labyrinth 
of  flies  that  had  been  following  him,  rolling  them 
up  into  an  inextricable  harl,  and  thus  plunged  into 
the  midst  of  a  mass  of  weeds,  followed  involuntarily 
by  the  unfortunate  gillaroo. 

"  Ah,  blessed  saints  1  he's  gone  1  " 

"  Ah,  holy  Virgin  !  see  to  that  now  !  " 

"  Well,  never  did  I  see  such  a  tailoring  trick 
since  I  was  a  fisherman!  Confound  your  stupidity  I 
this  comes  of  fishing  with  a  tinker  who  does  not 
know  the  butt  from  the  point." 

"  How  on  earth  could  I  help  it,  I  should  like  to 
know  ?  " 

"  Why,  what  the  devil  made  you  leave  your  line 

slack  ?  " 

"It  is  all  your  fault !  "  screamed  the  Scholar  ; 
for  this  pleasant  dialogue  was  carried  on  from  boat 
to  boat,  with  a  hundred  yards  of  water  between  the 
disputants.  "  You  would  be  looking  after  that 
wretched  little  gillaroo,  because  it  was  your  fish — 
as  if  you  could  not  have  backed  your  boat !  Any 
one  with  common-sense  might  have  seen  what 
must  happen." 

"  I  should  like  to  know,  sir,  what  you  mean  by 
saying  this  to  me  ?  "  bellowed  out  the  Squire. 

The  matter  was  evidently  fast  approaching  to 
the  state  of  "  coffee  and  pistols  for  two,"  when  the 
Captain,  who,  all  unmindful  of  the  fray,  had  taken 
the  opportunity  of  casting  his  trolling  litch  into  a 
likely  bay  in  the  weeds,  suddenly  started  up,  his 
stiff  pike  rod  bending  as  if  it  had  been  a  fly  rod,  his 
reel  rattling,  and  his  line  flying  out. 

"  Get  the  boat's  head  round,  Pat.  Follow  him. 
Give  way  like  mad,  for  my  line  is  nearly  out  I  " 

Away  went  the  boat  in  chase ;  but  so  strong  and 
so  determined  was  the  fish's  first  rush  that  it  was 
some  time  before  the  Captain  could  recover  his  line. 
This  fish  was  evidently,  like  the  salmon,  heading 
for  the  deep  water,  and  the  Captain  had  no  sort  of 
objection  that  he  should  go  there,  when,  casting 
his  eye  forward,  he  caught  sight  of  a  long  line  of 
weeds  lying  right  across  their  course. 

"  Give  way  sharp  with  the  starboard  oar.  Head 
the  boat  to  the  east.  Now  pull  up  abreast  of  the 
fish.  Give  way !  give  way  1 "  And  jumping  forward 
to  the  bows  of  the  boat,  and  at  the  same  time 
shortening  in  his  line,  he  brought  the  point  of  his 
od  within  an  inch  of  the  water.  The  boat  and 
the  fish  were  now  running  in  parallel  lines,  about 
ten  yards  from  each  other,  the  boat,  if  anything, 
leading,  and  the  Captain,  by  keeping  a  powerful 
strain  on  his  line  at  right  angles  to  the  fish's  course, 
caused  him  gradimlly  to  deflect  from  it,  and  to 
describe  the  quadrant  of  a  circle  ;  and  thus,  though 
unable  to  head  him,  he  guided  him  along  the  edge 
of  the  weeds  until  they  reached  together  their 
teiTninating  point,  and  nothing  but  deep  and  open 
water  lay  before  them. 

"  Now,  let  him  run,"  said  the  Captain,  easing  the 
strain  from  his  line,  which  had  been  severely  tried  ; 
'  easy  with  your  oars — we  are  all  safe — let  him  go 
where  he  pleases." 

But  the  fish  did  not  please  to  go  much  farther 
for  the  water  suddenly  shoaled,  and  feeling  himself 
too  near  the  surface  he  attempted  to  turn.  But 
the  mancEuvre  had  been  foreseen  and  anticipated ; 
the  boat  w^s  olevsvly  winded.  ac<i  receded  from  the 
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shoal,  leaving  the  fish  astern,  while  the  Captain, 
preserving  his  advantage  by  a  steady  pull,  kept  him 
rolling  about  on  the  surface  till  the  Squire's  boat, 
which  had  been  following  in  his  wake,  shot  by, 
and  Paddy  Mooshlan  gaffed  him  as  he  passed. 

• '  Hurrah !  Well  done !  Cleverly  done  all  hands  ! ' ' 
as  a  sixteen-pounder  black  trout,  for  such  he  turned 
out  to  be,  floundered  into  the  Squire's  boat.  "  Out 
with  the  whisky-flask,  and  a  glass  all  round.  Hold 
on  by  the  boat-hook  to  the  other  boat,  and  bring 
us  alongside,  you  confounded  Johnny  McGowan ! 
Three  cheers  for  the  Captain !  and  one  more  for 
Paddy  Mooshlan,  the  best  gaffer  in  Ireland  !  " 

"  AVell,  Squire."  said  the  Scholar,  gazing  ruefully 
at  the  wretched  remains  of  his  cross-line,  some 
half-dozen  flies  fluttering  from  the  top  of  his  rod, 
"  I  suppose  your  Hampshire  rule  must  hold  good  ; 
the  cross-lines  are  apart,  you  see." 

The  Squire  looked  up,  half  laughing,  half  ashamed. 
"  Well,  well,  I  thought  we  had  been  wiser,"  said  he  ; 
"  but  Job  never  tried  his  hand  at  the  cross-lines." 

"I  tell  you  what,"  said  the  Parson,  "if  ever  I 
am  engaged  to  be  married  I  will  try  a  day's  cross- 
line  fishing  with  my  intended.  If  her  temper  stands 
that  it  will  stand  anything  on  earth." 

"All  right,"  said  the  Captain,  "and  now  let  us 
land  on  Ennis  na  Shia.  I  consider  that  black  trout 
to  have  been  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  friendship ; 
and  I  vote  that  we  eat  our  sacrifice  roasted  after 
the  manner  of  the  ancients." 

"  And  kindle  the  fires  of  the  altar  with  that 
otter,"  said  the  Parson,  kicking  the  offending  piece 
of  machinery  as  it  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat. 

"I'll  be  hanged  if  you  do!"  said  the  Squire. 
"  Quarrel  who  will  at  cross-lines,  I  shall  never 
quarrel  with  my  otter.  Many  a  good  day's  fishing 
have  I  had  with  him,  many  a  heavy  basket  have  I 
carried  home  ;  and  whatever  has  been  done  by  tlie 
rod,  I  have  always  found  my  otter  a  silent,  faithful, 
useful-  " 

"  Poacher,"  broke  in  the  Captain. 

"  Well,  poacher  if  you  will,  but  none  the  worse 
for  that.  It  is  not  always  you  can  get  a  boat,  and 
whipping  from  a  lake  shore  is  always  fatiguing,  and 
very  seldom  profitable." 

While  this  conversation  was  going  on,  the  boats 
Jiad  passed  the  bridge,  and  were  pulling  across  the 
deep  water  that  separates  Grove  Island  from  Ennis 
na  Shia." 

"  Come  along,"  said  the  Captain,  leaping  ashore, 
and  driving  the  spike  of  his  rod  into  the  green 
turf ;  "  now  for  repose  and  tobacco.  We  have  done 
enough  for  fame — eras  ingcns  iterabimtiH  (pquor." 

[Concluded.] 


A    FEW   NOTES  ON 
DISAPPOINTMENT. 


Ask  any  old  angler  to  compare  the  sport  that 
could  be  had  in  his  youth  with  the  present,  and 
what  a  woeful  tale  one  will  hear.  Obtaining  good 
sport  often  means  spending  large  sums  of  money, 
taking  every  precaution  to  ensure  the  fish  against 
their  numerous  enemies,  and  to  be  ever  on  the 
watch  to  keep  up  a  good  head.  Even  in  rivers, 
meres,  and  lakes  which  fish  are  known  to  inhabit  it 
seems  to  me  that  they  do  not  bite,  and  cannot  be 
caught  in  the  accommodating  manner  that  they 
could  as  in  days  of  yore.  I  recollect  in  times  long 
past  hearing  old  anglers  on  various  occasions  begin 
a  yam — "  Lor'  bless  you,  why  I  recollect  the  time 
when  I  could  go  to  the  river  so-and-so  and  fill  a 
sack  with  barbel  in  no  time."  "  You  were  talking 
about  bream,"  said  another.     "Well,  you  can 

believe  me  or  not,  but  I  have  seen  old  G  catch 

so  many  in  his  net  at  one  liaul  that  the  weight  of 
'em  tore  it  in  halves."  I  think  I  hear  the  reader 
say,  "  I  can  scarcely  believe  it."  It  is  a  fact,  for  I 
Imow  the  son  of  the  man  who  filled  the  sack  with 
barbel,  and  I  did  know  the  man  who  had  the 
description  of  the  mishap  with  the  bream  from  old 

G         himself,  and  he  was  not  a  man  given  to 

telling  fairy  tales. 

Tliis  was  only  one  instance  out  of  many  when 
the  net  was  not  broken.  An  angler  might  go  to 
the  identical  barbel  water — a  long,  straight,  remark- 
ably swift,  rather  shallow  reach,  kept  well  in 
bounds  by  an  artificial  embankment — and  if  he 
went  oiice  a  week  all  through  the  season  it  is  a 
hundred  to  one  against  him  filUag  a  sack  with 
barbel.  At  any  rate,  I  would  back  the  sack. 
_  .The  _C9n|rft,3|i  fef^^iween  sporii  then  and  jjow  is  very 
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striking.  You  may  take  my  word  that  fifty  years 
ago,  with  very  indifferent  tackle,  little  knowledge, 
and  less  skill,  I  seldom  went  a-fishing  to  certain 
public  waters  in  which  I  have  found  it  as  difficult 
to  catch  as  many  ounces  of  fish  at  present  as  I  did 
pounds,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  many 
other  anglers  I  have  seen  operating  in  a  well- 
known  river,  in  the  most  finished  and  scientific 
style,  with  cobweb  tackle,  baits  of  the  most  tempt- 
ing description,  presented  to  the  fish  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  could  not  possibly  see  the 
presence  of  either  gut  or  hook,  the  angler  fishing 
so  far  off,  or  choosing  a  swim  where  there  was  no 
possibility  of  the  fish  seeing  him,  and  they  would 
have  none  of  it.  I  have  seen  this  happen  many 
times.  One  great  mistake  many  anglers  make  is 
to  imagine  that  because  So-and-So  had  a  splendid 
take  of  fish  (barbel,  bream,  or  roach)  one  day,  they 
can  have  a  similarone  on  the  next.  What  a  revelation 
the  results  have  been.  Such,  for  instance,  of  one 
solitary,  wicked-looking  pope  instead  of  a  himdred- 
weight  of  bream,  or  two  or  three  wretched  eels 
instead  of  half  a  hundredweight  of  barbel.  Now 
on  many  occasions,  unless  there  were  such  a 
shoal  of,  say,  roach  or  bream  that  catching  401b. 
or  501b.  would  scarcely  be  noticed,  the  disappoint- 
ments that  I  have  seen  and  even  experienced  from 
following  this  idiotic  practice  would  make  a 
considerable  volume. 

I  have  frequently  taken  from  201b.  to  301b.  of 
roach  in  one  eddy  or  'slack  in  a  day  with  stewed 
wheat,  with  a  tight  line,  when  the  water  has  been 
so  clear  that  a  short  time  after  hooking  a  fish  I 
could  see  it  rushing  here  and  there,  and  Q\en 
spring  out  of  the  water  in  trying  to  escape.  And 
no  matter  how  careful  one  might  be  in  sitting  low 
down  and  well  out  of  sight,  getting  the  fish  out  of 
the  swim  as  soon  as  possible,  landing  them  and  all 
the  rest  of  it,  the  disturbance  was  so  great  that 
nine  times  out  of  ten,  unless  the  fish  were  mad  on, 
as  time  went  on  fewer  and  fewer  would  be  caught 
until  they  entirely  ceased  biting.  Taking  into 
consideration  the  fish  that  were  missed,  pricked, 
or  that  escaped  when  being  played,  the  clearness 
of  the  water,  and  the  unavoidable  disturbances 
that  the  angler  does  not  take  into  his  calculations, 
often  arising  from  not  keeping  cool,  I  conclude 
that  it  would  be  about  the  last  swim  to  try  on  the 
following  day.  But  when  some  anglers  have  got 
what  I  call  a  fixed  idea,  one  might  as  well  try  to 
convince  a  rabid  pro-Boer  theft  he  cannot  win  as 
try  to  dislodge  it.  In  such  cases  I  have  always 
found  that  the  only  cure  to  their  obstinacy  is  to 
let  them  sample  their  own  experience.  It  is  the 
best  and  sternest  teacher  in  the  long  run.  In  one 
instance,  at  all  events,  I  recollect  the  following 
remark  shortly  after  the  pope  episode  mentioned 
above  :  "I  believe  you  were  right  after  all  about 
that  swim,  old  fellow."  Just  so  ;  I  know  I  was 
right.    The  swim  required  a  rest. 

With  respect  to  bream,  in  the  most  favourable 
circumstances  I  scarcely  ever  recollect  having  a 
good  take  on  two  consecutive  days.  Even  in  a. 
swim  where  there  was  "  ample  room  and  verge 
enough  "  for  tons  to  prime  and  sport  about,  I  have 
known  a  catch  of  more  than  a  hundredweight 
precede  one  of  a  few  pounds  in  less  than  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  is  no  use  to  say  that  they  were  not 
there,  for  they  were  priming  all  around  my  boat  in 
one  of  the  grandest  eddies  that  I  ever  saw.  From 
the  dashing  salmon  to  the  grounding  gudgeon  there 
seems  to  me,  generally  speaking,  greater  dislike  in 
fish  to  take  the  baits  that  are  offered  them  than 
there  used  to  be  in  days  of  yore.  A  mysterious 
something  or  other  often  seems  to  affect  their  biting 
that  one  cannot  quite  fathom  or  explain.  In  fact 
so  much  is  this  sometimes  the  case  that  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  they  are  out  of  sorts  and 
have  no  appetite. 

A  very  peculiar,  strange,  and  disappointing  fish 
is  your  portly  carp-bream  in  the  matter  of  feeding, 
often  devouring  with  avidity  on  one  occasion  what 
he  will  refuse  to  touch  on  another.  The  great 
difficulty  is  to  catch  him  at  the  right  moment.  I 
often  think  it  is  a  pity  perch  do  not  possess  a 
a  little  more  caution,  for  in  spite  of  its  extreme 
prolificacy  very  few  can  be  caught  in  some  rivers 
that  were  once  noted  for  them.  It  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  they  are  such  a  bonny,  handsome, 
sport-giviag  fish. 

A  number  of  excuses  are  often  macle  by'anglers 
to  account  for  their  non-success,  some  of  them  of 
the  most  amusing  and  absurd  description. . .  I  thini 
there  is  no  doubt  that  at  "the  commencement 
of  -tli«  reason  many  fish  make  thomselres  ill  frprii 
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eating  too  much  weed.  I  could  almost  swear  that 
I  have  seen  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  chub  in  a  very 
parlous  state,  and  looking  as  if  they  had  taken 
more  than  was  good  for  them,  and,  'like  rabbits, 
get  pot  -  bellied  and  dyspeptic ;  but  T  ir.ay  bo 
mistaken.  I  suppose  tlie  three  former  fish  have 
the  power  of  ejecting  the  half-digested  stuff  in  the 
shape  of  pellets,  the  same  as  chub,  if  they  found  it 
necessary.  The  tyro  may  be  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment from  various  causes,  some  of  which 
he  may  be  quite  ignorant,  and  all  his  endeavours 
prove  fruitless  on  this  account.  I  might  term  it  a 
bad  attack  of  "  too  "—as  fishing  too  far  out,  too 
near  in,  too  shallow  or  deep,  with  a  too  light  or 
heavy  gut  tackle,  ditto  rod,  ditto  line  (a  great 
nuisance),  ditto  float,  with  too  much  or  little  wind, 
or  with  it  in  the  wrong  quarter,  using  too  largo  a 
bait  for  too  small  a  hook  and  the  reverse  (a  com- 
mon mistake),  taking  no  heed  of  the  temperature, 
using  too  little  or  too  much  ground-bait,  or  ground- 
bait  that  does  far  more  harm  than  good  from  the 
great  dislike  the  fish  have  to  take  it,  or  wasting  it 
frotn  want  of  a  knowledge  of  the  current  and 
where  it  is  likely  to  ground,  and  making  too  much 
noise. 

A  rather  formidable  volume  might  be  written 
on  the  above-mentioned  subjects,  but  nothing  but 
experience  and  close  observation  will  e^■er  teach 
the  tyro  to  avoid  the  many  difficulties  and  pitfalls 
that  beset  his  path  to  success.        Old  Angler. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  "FISHING 
COMPETITION"  GAME. 


This  "  Fishing  Competition  Game  Up-to-date  " 
is  one  of  the  most  exhilarating  and  laughable 
pastimes  possible  to  be  conceived.  It  is  manipu- 
lated thus  : — A  gentleman  or  lady  holds  a  short 
stick  or  rod,  as  it  is  termed,  which  has  a  supple  line 


attached,  with  a  noose  at  tlie  bottom  so  as  to  form 
a  slip-knot,  which  forms  a  loop  when  the  slack  lijne 
is  pulled  through  the  knot.  This  loop  is  carefully 
spread  out  to  any  required  size,  forming  a  circle  on 
the  table  which  forms  the  pond.  Four,  five,  or  six 
of  the  spectators  are  requested  to  place  the  fore- 
finger only  on  the  table  as  fish  in  any  portion  of  the 
pond ;  that  bemg  done,  the  fisherman  with  the  rod 
remarks  three  times  in  succession,  "  Now  the  fish 
are  all  in  the  water  "  (in  as  comical  a  manner  as 
possible),  following  on  by  a  sharjj  upward  movement 
of  the  rod  and  line,  saying  at  the  same  time  of  the 
movement,  "  Now  they  bite,"  when  pi-obably  one 
or  two  fingers  get  caught  in  the  noose  or  loop  and 
held  tight  jby  the  slip-knot.  The  fine  for  being 
caught  is  one  penny,  which  is  to  be  given  to  any 
charitable  institution. 

The  most  laughable  part  of  the  game  is  when  the 
fisherman  has  repeated  for  the  last  time,  "  Now 
the  fish  are  all  in  the  water."  As  none  of  the  fish 
wish  to  be  caught,  the  least  look  of  the  fisherman, 
or  tremble  of  the  rod,  will  cause  some  one  to  remove 
the  finger,  and  so  sure  as  one  only  starts  the 
others  cannot  help  following,  and  so  it  continues 
mitil  the  fisherman  sees  his  chance  and  unexpect- 
edly deftly  raises  his  rod  and  cn-tcbes  his  fish,  who 
after  paying  the  fine  becomes  the  fisherman.-  The 
fisherman  can  strike  immediately  after  repeating 
the  lines  as  abpye  or  wait  big  opportunity. 

Beading.  -  -  '  •  •    --     ■  .F,  Go^Pen,  . 
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A  "PAETIE  DE  PECHE." 

(Continued  from  page  352.) 

The  scene  of  our  operations  was  a  deep  hole 
under  the  lee  of  a  huge  boulder  that  jutted  out 
from  the  bank  into  the  river.  The  water  curling 
round  this  rock  had  formed  an  oily  eddy  in  which 
I  was  assured  trout  harboured. 

I  thought  this  likely  enough  at  this  season,  for 
T  knew  that  the  fish  packed  in  the  holes  for  the 
winter,  at  home  at  least,  and  though,  of  course,  it 
was  useless  for  fly,  I  waited  quietly  to  see  what  I 
should  see. 

The  basket  having  been  deposited  by  the  per- 
spiring servant,  Jean  opened  proceedings  by  loading 
his  gun,  to  my  horror  propping  it  up  against  a  tree 
handy  to  his  elbow  and  putting  the  hammers  at 
full  cock.  Then  the  dogs,  after  looking  dolefully  at 
rods  and  water,  and  wistfully  at  the  gun,  seemed 
to  take  in  the  situation,  and  curled  themselves  up 
with  a  view  to  sleep  in  the  most  inconvenient  places 
they  could  find.    They  evidently  knew  this  game. 

Then  the  rods  were  unstrapped  ;  they  were  most 
astonishing  weapons.  I  measured  one  and  found 
it  twenty-six  feet  long  L  Each  man  had  two  of 
these  implements,  one  in  hand  and  the  other  fixed 
in  a  fork  on  the  bank.  They  could  not  be  said  to 
use  tight  lines  exactly,  because  each  one  had  a  tiny 
little  ill-made  brass  reel,  such  as  you  can  buy  for 
fourpence  at  home  tied  on  half-way  up  the  rod.  T 
tried  to  discover  the  reason  of  this,  but  could  get 
nothing  better  than  that  it  was  always  thus  reels 
were  fixed  by  everybody  who  fished  thereabouts, 
and  so  they  always  did  ditto.  As  the  reels  were 
quite  out  of  reach,  their  only  possible  use  was  to 
shorten  or  lengthen  the  linev  according  to  the  spot 
fished,  but  what  was  going  to  happen  when  you 
struck  I  could  not  imagine,  and  what's  more  had 
710  opportunity  of  seeing  for  reasons  you  may  easily 
understand. 

Floats,  hooks,  and  gut  were  all  right,  the  latter 
good  and  fine  ;  but  when  I  heard  that  it  came  from 
England,  and  was  retailed  in  the  towns  at  twopence 
a  strand  of  twelve  inches,  I  rather  wondered  who 
made  the  profit— the  French  or  English  merchant. 

Presently  the  three  brave  fishers  took  their  places 
in  a  row,  each  on  his  rug,  and  having  his  maggot- 
bag  slung  round  his  neck.  How  they  could  stand 
it  beats  me.  Then  the  six  huge  rods  were  duly 
baited  and  the  floats  slung  out,  and  then  to  my 
amazement  each  man  began  to  bombard  the  latter 
with  handfuls  of  fat  gentles.  I  had  wondered  at 
the  immense  quantity  each  had  provided,  and  I  now 
saw  the  reason. 

"  What  are  you  doing  that  for?  "  I  asked  Taul. 
"  Surely  such  a  feast  will  fill  up  every  fish  that  may 
he  here  in  a  few  moments." 

"  As  for  that  I  don't  know,"  he  answered,  "  but 
that  is  the  only  way  to  fish.  One  must  continue  a 
shower  of  gentles  for  ever  so  long  and  the  trout 
rush  at  them,  and  perhaps  without  looking  your 
hook  gentle  may  be  swallowed  by  mistake." 

"  I  see,"  I  said,  but  I  hardly  thought  it  likely  as 
all  these  manifold  proceedings  had  been  can-ied  on 
in  full  view  of  any  inhabitants  of  the  hole  that 
might  happen  to  be  at  home,  not  to  mention  the 
dogs  and  the  chatter  and  general  row. 

I  watched  this  game  for  some  time,  but  as  the 
sun  grew  hotter  and  hotter  I  noticed  the  shower  of 
maggots  decreased.  The  rod  points  drooped,  and 
three  amazing  hats  simk  slowly  lower  and  lower  as 
their  owners  nodded,  nodded,  nodded.  But  Jean 
must  have  had  one  eye  open  or  partly  so,  for  as  a 
jolly  little  dipper  with  gleaming  throat  came 
whirring  up  the  stream  from  below,  he  spotted 
him,  and  with  a  blood  curdling  yell  sprang  to  his 
feet,  seized  his  gun  and  wildly  discharged  both 
barrels  somewhere  or  other — not  near  the  clipper, 
that  I'll  swear,  for  that  bird  continued  on  his  way 
undisturbed. 

Not  so  Paul  and  Alphonse,  however.  The  former 
woke  with  such  a  start  as  to  cause  him  to  wobble 
dangerously  on  the  brink  of  the  water.  But  I 
think  all  would  have  been  well  had  not  one  of  the 
dogs— all  three  of  whom  were  careering  madly 
around  and  yelping  like  the  mongrels  they  were — 
caught  him  full  in  the  back  as  he  tore  past,  and  to  our 
horror  over  toppled  Paul  head  first  into  the  water. 

Luckily,  of  the  three  fishers  he  had  been  seated 
nearest  the  tail  of  the  pool,  and  M  e  were  relieved 
to  see  him  after  a  struggle  regain  his  feet,  and 
stand  puOirig  and  blowing  in  water  up  to  his  neck, 
surrounded  by  a  halo  of  e'scapcd  mp-ggots. 

At  this-sight  I  was  so  convulsed-  as  io  be  quite, 
imable  to  do  anything,  but  Alphonse  plucjcily  came 


to  the  rescue.  Planting  his  short  legs  wide  apart 
so  as  to  steady  his  tubby  little  body,  he  held  out 
his  landing-net  to  the  furious  Paul,  and  would  have 
soon  hauled  him  to  bank  if  that  terrible  dipper  had 
not  made  another  excursion — down  the  river  this 
time — and  been  seen. by  the  dogs.  Full  cry  along 
the  bank  went  the  pack,  crash  went  the  terrier 
between  Alphonse's  outstretched  legs,  sending  one 
away  up  into  the  air  as  he  flew  along,  and  splash 
went  Alphonse,  another  involuntary  bather. 

Here  I  really  had  to  join  m  the  game,  and  aided 
by  the  man  and  Jean,  the  first  cause  of  the  disaster, 
we  finally  succeeded  ^n  dragging  out  the  drenched 
victims,  the  dogs  being  far  away  by  this. 

I  will  draw  a  veil  over  the  scene  that  ensued. 
Suffice  it  to  say  at  last  I  had  to  try  and  pour  oil  on 
the  troubled  waters. 

"  There's  no  harm  done,"  I  suggested.  "  In  this 
hot  sun  you  can  strip  and  sit  in  your  great  coats 
and  rugs  for  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  your 
kit  will  be  dry  enough  to  p\it  on." 

"Sit  in  our  coats !  "  There  was  a  howl  of 
remonstrance  from  the  lot.  "We  should  be  in  a 
consumption  or  a  bronchitis  or  something,"  they 
yelled.  No,  nothing  would  do  but  to  walk  to  the 
mill,  which  they  did,  and  presently  returned  in  the 
miller's  clothes,  caps  and  sabots,  and  really  they 
looked  far  better  in  them  than  in  their  own  odd 
garments. 

Then,  as  I  suggested  that  however  good  a  stream 
of  maggots  might  be  grormd  baiting  with  two  men 
was  hardly  likely  to  tempt  the  trout  to  feed,  a 
move  was  decided  on,  and  the  camp  shifted  to 
another  hole  higher  up.  The  gun,  however,  was 
at  my  urgent  request  left  unloaded,  for  that  fiendish 
bird  was  capable  of  returning  at  any  moment  I 
pointed  out,  and  Jean  might  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion and  it  was  better  thus. 

But  the  calls  of  the  inner  man  were  now  making 
themselves  heard.  The  spot  was  shady,  the  turf 
short  and  soft,  and  so  the  basket  was  unpacked 
and  the  feast  spread.  And  a  feast  it  was,  and  no 
mistake.  Whatever  may  be  a  Frenchman's  ability 
as  a  fisherman  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  his  capacity 
for  providing  a  good  dinner,  and  enjoying  it  into 
the  bargain.  Not  that  I  was  behind  hand  regarding 
the  latter  little  item.  I  hope  I  did  my  duty ;  I 
tried  to. 

.  There  was  everything  good  and  in  plenty  and 
champagne  galore,  and  eaten  in  such  air  and  amid 
such  surroundings  it  made  up  for  anything,  and  I 
fully  grasped  the  force  of  Alphonse's  previous 
remark  when  he  had  said  we  "  had  our  dinner  at 
any  rate,  if  no  fishing."  Coffee  in  a  spirit  kettle. 
Chartreuse,  and  cigars  completed  our  bliss,  and 
presently  the  whole  crew  of  us,  servant,  dogs,  and 
all — except  the  dipper — settled  ourselves  down  for 
forty  winks. 

When  I  woke  I  foimd  that  I  was  the  only  one 
ndt  still  in  the  land  of  nod,  and,  noticing  a  few  flies 
on  the  water,  I  resolved  to  try  a,  cast  or  two  before 
the  others  hampered  my  movements,  for  I  felt 
pretty  certain  that  they  would  not  keep  away  from 
the  bank,  and  in  such  weather  it  was  a  case  of  "  fine 
and  far  off."  I  quickly  got  my  rod  up,  and  mounting 
the  cast  of  midges,  slipped  away  up  stream  until  I 
came  to  a  nice  glide  that  ended  in  a  miniature 
rapid. 

The  very  first  cast  I  made  I  was  stuck  in  a  nice 
little  half-pounder,  who  played  gamely  and  was 
soon  creeled  ;  and,  to  cut  a  long  story  short,  by  the 
time  I  rejoined  my  companions,  I  had  several  fish, 
running  somewhere  about  three  to  the  pound. 

I  was  greeted  with  shouts  and  jeers.  "  You 
bought  them  "  was  the  unanimous  verdict.  "  We 
know  the  old  dodge.  You  met  a  professional  with 
a  casting  net  and  vou  bought  them." 

"  Come  and  see',"  I  cried.  "  There  is  plenty  of 
unfished  water  down  stream.  Come  and  see,  you 
unbelieving  infidels." 

I  soon  found  what  I  wanted,  and,  intent  in 
showing  off,  I  got  out  a  very  long  line  and  made 
my  cast,  the  flies  falling  lightly  just  where'l  wanted 
them  under  a  bush  that  overhung  a  likely  hole  for 
a  big  trout.  But,  alas,  for  human  vanity,  the  tail 
fly  had  travelled  a  foot  too  far  and  was  nicely  hung 
up  in  the  bush. 

Annoyed,  I  twitched  the  line  sharply,  and^  it 
came  back  right  enough,  but  minus  the  u-hoJr  fine 
cast.  It  was  my  only  one,  too,  and  with  a  sinking 
heart  I  put  on  one  of  stouter  gut  with  the  rough 
Scotch  flies  I  mentioned  jn  the  beginning  of  this 
story,  arwl  tried  again  and  again,  and  once  more 
again.  But  I  need  hardly  trouble  to  tell,  what  my 
readers  must  have  p.lready  guessed,  not  a  rise  or  an 


under  water  pull  could  I  get,  fish  mc  never  so 
wisely  and  carefully. 

Well,  well ;  to  each  the  laugh  in  turn,  and  I  had 
enjoyed  mine  earlier  in  the  day. 

And  now  we  must  up  and  away  to  catch  our 
train.  We  were  all  in  good  humour,  thanks  to  our 
mutual  misfortunes,  and  we  chaffed  and  laughed  at 
each  other  to  our  heart's  content  until  we  separated 
at  our  journey's  end.  Madame  Alphonse  was  made 
happy  with  my  trout,  and  lier  spouse  escaped  a 
scolding,  and  I,  well,  I  wrote  off  that  night  for 
more  midge  flies,  and  I  mean  to  use  them  next 
year  on  the  same  river,  but  always  alone,  for  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that,  as  far  as  sport  is  con- 
cerned, for  pure  unadulterated  humbug  give  mc  a 
parfie  cle  jx'che.  Oyktku. 


FISHIXO   RIGHTS   IX   TIIH  THA.MES. 
CHANCERY  DIVISION. 
(Before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich.) 


Pawieu  v.  the  Conservators  of  the  Thames  and 
ANOTHER. — This  was  an  action  by  Sir  Roger  Palmer 
against  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames  and  W . 
Edwards. — The  Plaintiff  was  the  owner  in  possession 
of  a  fishery  in  the  River  Thames,  formerly  parcel  of  the 
Manor  of  Cookham,  in  Berks,  extending  over  the  whole 
stream,  from  a  weir  above  Boulter's  Lock  to  a  point 
below  the  weir  eyot,  near  Maidenhead  Bridge,  and  of 
another  fisherj',  formerly  parcel  of  the  Manor  of  Cook- 
ham,  extending  from  a  place  formerly  called  Stow- 
grove  to  a  place  formerly  called  the  Head  Pile,  above 
Boulter's  Lock,  and  o£  the  soil  of  the  river  and  fisheries. 
On  the  27th  of  June,  1900,  and  on  other  days  and 
times  it  was  alleged  that  the  Defendant,  William 
Henry  Edwards,  by  the  licence  of  and  with  the 
authority  of  the  River  Conservators,  wrongfully  broke 
and  entered  on  several  fisheries  and  soil  of  the  Plain- 
tiff, and  therein  dredged,  and  carried  away  a  large 
quantity  of  soil,  sand,  and  ballast  for  sale.  The 
Plaintiff  claimed— 1,  Damages;  2,  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  Defendants  from  dredging  and  taking 
ballast  or  soil  or  sand  from  the  fisheries  and  soil ;  3,  a 
declaration  that  the  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the 
fisheries  and  soil  thereof ;  and  4,  such  other  relief  as 
to  the  Court  might  seem  just. 

The  Defendants  set  out  that  they  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  Plaintiff's  alleged  several  fisheries,  but  for  the 
parposes  of  action  they  were  willing  to  admit  that 
title.  They  admitted  that  the  Defendant  Edwards, 
acting  under  the  licence  of  the  Conservators  and,  as 
their  agent,  did  on  the  date  in  question  and  sub- 
sequently dredge  within  the  limits  of  the  several 
fisheries.  The  Defendants  said  that  Section  83  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1894,  provided  as  follows : — 
"The  Conservators  might  from  time  to  time  do  all  or 
any  of  the  following  things:  namely,  (1)  For  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  and  improving  and  freeing  or 
keeping  free  from  obstruction  the  navigation  of  the 
Thames — (a)  dredge  and  scour  the  river;  (b)  alter, 
deepen,  restrict,  enlarge,  widen,  diminish,  lengthen, 
shorten,  straighten,  and  improve  its  bed  and  channel ; 
(c)  reduce  or  remove  any  shoals,  shelves,  banl;»,  or  other 
accumulations  in  the  Thames  ;  (d)  abate  or  remove  all 
impediments,  obstructions,  and  annoyances,  and  all 
nuisances  and  abuses  in  the  Thames  or  on  the  banks 
or  shores  thereof;  (e)  carry  away,  deposit,  sell,  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  gravel,  sand,  or  ballast  and 
other  substances  raised  by  them  under  the  powers 
conferred  by  this  section,  and  not  required  for  the 
purpose  for  which  the  same  was  raised."  The 
Defendants  further  said  that  Section  84  of  the  Act 
provided  that  the  Conservators  might,  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  or  flow  of  water,  from  time 
to  time,  remove,  scour,  or  take  away  any  shoal,  mud- 
bank,  or  other  accumulation  in  the  Thames.  Section  87 
of  the  Act  also  providsd  that  any  person  with  the 
licence  of  the  Conservators  might  dredge  and  raise 
gravel,  sand,  ballast,  and  other  substances  from  the  bed 
of  the  Thames.  The  dredging  complained  of  by  the 
Plaintiff  was  a  dredging  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
in  Sections  83  and  84,  and  as  such  was  authorised  by 
the  Act.  The  Defendants  denied  that  the  dredging 
complained  of  was  a  dredging  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  sand  or  ballast  for  sale.  They,  however, 
admitted  that  the  sand  and  ballast  raised  by  such 
dredging  bad  been  or  would  be  sold,  and  they  sub- 
milted  that  upon  the  true  construction  of  the  sections 
the  sale  of  ballast  or  sand  which  had  been  raised  in  the 
course  of  dredging,  which  was  authorised  by  tiie 
Act  of  Parliament,  was  equally  authorised  and  was  no 
trespass. 

Mr.  Warrington,  K.C..  and  Mr.  Danckwcrts,  K.C., 
were  Counsel  for  the  Plaintiff;  Mr.  Warmington, 
K.C.,  Mr;  J.  Eldon  Bankos,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  Cooper, 
represented  the  Defendants. 

Mr.  Warrington,  who  opened  the  Plaintiffs  case,  -a.d 
the  question  would  be,  whether  it  was  ojnipeteiit  for 
the  Conservators  to  Ki  unt  licences  to  dredge  to  persona 
who  made  a  profit  thereby.  The  Conservators  were  in 
the  habit  of  grantiAg  for  a-  smaU  payment- -Uceticea- 


to  dredge  in  the  river,  aud  those  persons  made  what 
they  could  by  sellin?  the  dredging,  and  it  would  be  for 
the  Court  to  determine  whet  ber  the  Conservators  were 
right  in  so  doing.  He  must  admit  that  the  dred-^ing 
was  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  He  was  prepared  to 
go  further  and  say  that  the  licence  was  granted  to 
Mr.  Edwards  by  the  Conservators  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act.  The  only  question  was  whether  that  was 
enough  when  the  person  to  whom  the  licence  was 
granted  undertook  the  dredging  to  make  a  commer 
cial  profit  out  of  it.  Mr.  Warrington  submitted  thai, 
the  Conservators  were  prevented  by  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment from  licensing  persons  in  the  waters  of  the 
I.  pper  Thames,  whore  the  soil  was  vested  in  private 
proprietors,  and,  consequently,  by  authorising  persons 
as  they  had  done  to  raise  ballast  and  sand  in  those 
waters  and  selling  it  for  profit  they  had  exceeded  their 
statutory  powers. 

Mr.  Warmington,  for  the  Defendants,  said  that  it 
was  ridiculous  to  suggest  that  it  was  to  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Edwards  to  dig  as  much  as  possible,  especially 
when  it  was  considered  that  his  licence  was  granted 
for  the  improvement  and  maintenance  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Thames.  It  was  idle  to  treat  this  matter 
as  a  mere  sale  of  gravel  to  Edwards.  He  contended 
that  what  had  been  done  by  the  Conservators  was 
nothing  more  than  a  reasonable  exercise  of  their 
statutory  powers.  * 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewioh,  in  giving  judgment,  said  the 
Conservators  were  authorised  to  sell  the  proceeds  of 
the  dredging  as  they  thought  fit,  carrving  the  money 
to  the  credit  of  the  Conservancy  account.  Could  thev 
give  authority  to  another  person,  not  only  to  dredge, 
but  also  to  sell  the  proceeds  of  the  dredging  ?  In  his 
opinion.  Defendants  had  exceeded  their  powers,  and 
Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  judgment  of'  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Warrington.— Then  I  ask  your  Lordship  to  say 
that  what  has  been  done  was  not  authorised,  aud  was 
a  trespass. 

Mr.  Justice  Kekewioh.— Yes.— SiowtfarcZ. 


DO  FISHERMEN  L**  ? 

The  Editorial  Vieiv  of  the  Toronto  Star. 
It  is  the  custom  to  call  the  veracity  of  fishermen 
into  question,  but  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  they 
are,  after  all,  a  truth-loving  class,  and  deeply  wronged 
by  the  aspersions  cast  upon  their  veracity.  It  was 
probably  only  in  jest  that  fishermen  were  first  credited 
.  with  being  unreliable  in  what  they  said  about  the  fish 
they  caught,  or  nearly  caught.  If  so,  we  rise  right 
here  to  remark  in  the  interests  of  all  fishermen  that 
the  joke  has  been  carried  too  far.  We  make  protest 
against  it.  What  is  there  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
men  who  go  fishing  are  untruthful  in  relating  their 
experiences '? 

If  a  man  comes  in  with  a  half-dozen  black  bass  of 
moderate  size  and  tells  a  circumstantial  story  of  havin" 
hooked  a  five-pounder,  which  after  a  hard  fight  got 
away,  his  word  is  doubted.  But  why  should  it  be'' 
It  is  harder  to  land  a  big  fish  than  a  small  one,  and 
quite  naturally  the  big  ones  usually  get  away,  either 
by  breaking  the  tackle  or  by  writhing  free  from  the 
hook.  The  inexperienced  fisherman  becomes  very 
much  excited  when  he  hooks  a  big  one,  too  excited  to 
handle  his  rod  as  well  as  he  does  with  a  smaller  fish,  while 
the  fish  itself  is  doubly  strong  and  trebly  resourceful 
in  its  efiorts  to  get  away.  It  is  not  surprising  that  the 
big  ones  get  away.  No  man's  reputation  for  truth- 
telhng,  therefore,  should  be  injured  because  he  brings 
home  pounders  and  tells  of  nearly  catching  others  as 
long  as  his  arm. 

Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  man  would  go 
fishing  again  and  again  if  he  were  not  encouraged  by 
almost  capturing  those  splendid  big  fellows  that  he 
talks  about '? 

The  few  and  paltry  fish  that  he  brings  home  do  not 
reward  him  for  his  time  and  trouble.  But  he  goes 
back  day  after  day  to  struggle,  usually  in  vain,  with 
giant  fish  that  would  be  mighty  well  worth  the 
catching  if  he  could  but  get  them  into  his  boat  or  high 
and  dry  on  the  rock. 

There  are  big  fish.  This  will  be  admitted.  It  will 
also  be  conceded  that  there  are  as  good  fish  in  the 
sea  as  ever  were  caught.  Now  and  then  a  big  one  is 
caught,  bagged,  photographed  and  made  much  of  ■  why 
should  we  doubt  that  still  bigger  ones  are  hooked 
striven  with  and  lost  ?— lost  simply  because  they  are 
too  huge  to  be  handled  by  the  ordinary  rod  and  line 
in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  person. 

We  unhesitatingly  declare  our  belief  in  big  fish.  If 
Ihere  are  horses  and  cows  and  other  large  animals  on 
a  hundred-acre  farm,  why  should  any  one  doubt  the 
existence  of  201b.  and  2-41b.  'lunge  in  a  thousand-acre 
lake  ?  The  surprising  thing  is  that  still  larger  fish 
are  not  hooked. 

When  a  big  fellow,  after  whipping  the  water  into 
suds,  gets  away,  the  fisherman  excitedly  talks  aloud  to 
himself  and  the  scenery,  and  states  what  he  believes 
the  weight  of  the  fish  to  have  been.  Perhaps  he  inakes 
tco  generous  ao  estimate'— pei-haps  a  figl;  eplasliing  in 
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the  water  looks  as  big  as  two  in  the  bottom  of  the 
boa,t^-yet  the  man  is  not  a  liar  because  he  speaks  of 
the  fish  as  having  been  a  four-pounder.  He  believes 
it  to  be  true.  He  his  no  intention  of  deceiving  He 
feels  in  his  heart  that  he  would  not  be  far  wiont'  if  he 
spoke  of  it  as  a  five-pounder,  but  he  keeps  on  what  he 
considers  the  safe  side.  For  this,  instead  of  derision 
and  contumely,  he  merits  public  respect ;  for,  in  losin^^ 
the  fish,  he  has  had  trouble  enough.  Moreover  it 
generally  is  the  beginner  who  tells  of  hooking  the  big 
fish.  With  experience  comes  still  greater  caution  of 
sjjeech,  thus  showing  that  the  pastime  of  fishing,  in^ 
stead  of  causing  a  man  to  lose  veracitv  of  speech  'and 
exactness  of  judgment,  reallv  makes  him  more  truth- 
ful and  exact  than  it  found  him.  The  experienced 
fisherman  says  very  little  about  the  big  fish  that  get 
away,  for  three  reasons  ;  (1)  Because  he  cannot  endure 
the  aspersions  that  will  be  cast  upon  his  veracity 
(2)  because  to  tell  of  it  will  discredit  his  skill  with 
the  rod ;  aud  (3)  because  he  intends  to  conduct  some 
further  negotiations  with  that  particular  fish  in  the 
days  to  come. 

Considering  the  whole  mat  ter,  it  appears  that  fisher 
men  are  not  only  free  from  the  vice  of  l>ing,  but  that 
fishing  miy  be  recommended  as  a  cure  for  untruthful- 
ness in  those  who  previously  have  not  fished. 

Also  the 


View  of  a  Star  Reader. 
I  read  with  very  great  pleasure  your  interesting 
article  in  the  Star  headed  "  Do  Fishermen  Lie  '>  "  in 
which  you  very  properly  call  in  question  the  prevailing 
custom  of  doubting  the  veracity  of  fishermen. 

I  have  been  a  fisherman  in  the  Province  of  Ontario 
mostly  in  the  Muskoka  district,  for  over  forty  years 
past,  my  first  notes  being  dated  in  1858,  with'yearly 
records  ever  since  that  time ;  and  I  have  naturally 
been  in  the  habit,  on  my  return  home,  of  relating  to 
syinpathising  friends  some  of  my  experiences ;  and 
although  I  have  the  reputation  generally  of  being  a 
truthful  man  in  ordinary  matters,  still  I  have  often 
noticed  evidences  of  incredulity  in  my  friends  when  I 
have  told  them  of  the  fish  I  have  caught,  and  of  others 
much  larger  that  I  have  lost  after  having  nearly 
brought  them  to  land.  Of  course,  it  is,  as  you  remarji, 
these  large  fish  that  so  often  get  away,  and'it  is  simply 
because  they  are  large,  and  the  larger  they  are  the 
more  apt  they  are  to  get  away  ;  but  that  is  no  reason 
why  an  honest  fisherman  should  not  be  believed  when 
he  gives  a  careful  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  fish  he 
has  lost. 

A  few  years  ago  one  pleasant  summer  evening  I  sat 
on  the  verandah  of  a  hotel  at  the  Thousand  Islands, 
enjoying  a  visit  with  a  couple  of  friends,  one  of  thern 
from  Boston  and  the  other  from  New  York ;  and  we 
talked,  among  other  things,  about  fishing.'  I  told 
them  of  a  brook  trout  I  had  once  caught,  in  our  Mus 
koka  district,  which  when  opened  was  found  to  con 
tain  a  full-sized  chipmunk.  Mv  Boston  friend's  cigar 
dropped  out  of  his  mouth  and  he  looked  over  at  our 
New  York  friend  and  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  heard 
before  that  our  Canadian  brook  trout  climbed  trees  ? 
I  had  to  explain  that  the  chipmunk  was  probably 
crossing  the  stream  squirrel  fashion  and  was  gobbled 
up  en  route  by  the  trout,  which  was  a  perfectly  natural 
thing  to  be  done ;  but  it  was  of  no  use. 

A  few  days  after  my  return  home  I  received  a  set  of 
cartoons  from  my  friends,  a  joint  concoction,  one  of 
which  represented  a  party  of  three  friends,  one  of 
whom,  an  elderly  man,  was  evidently  relating  a  story 
of  some  kind,  to  which  the  others  were  eagerly  listen- 
ing. Another  one  represented  this  elderly  man  fishing 
in  a  trout  stream,  and  another  represented  the  same 
old  fisherman  on  his  way  to  the  camp  with  an  enormous 
pot-bellied  fish  hanging  on  a  string  by  his  side,  and 
sorne  miserable  doggerel  underneath  these  cartoons 
indicating  that  all  fishermen,  without  exception,  young 
or  old,  were  simply  liars. 

I  kept  these  pictures  for  some  time  with  my  fishing 
records  ;  but  not  long  ago,  looking  over  these  "memos  " 
of  past  years,  I  came  across  them,  and  concluded  it 
better  that  they  should  be  destroyed,  lest  they  should 
hereafter  fall  into  other  hands  and  create  a  false 
impression  as  to  my  reputation. 

I  was  fishing  in  a  salmon  river  in  July  last  year 
with  some  friends  of  mine,  one  of  them  manager  of  a 
large  financial  establishment  in  Toronto,  a  man  of 
most  undoubted  veracity  in  all  ordinai7  affairs;  and 
after  we  had  all  gathered  in  camp  one  night,  had  our 
supper,  lighted  our  pipes  and  were  relating  our  day's 
experiences,  he  told  us  of  a  salmon  that  had  risen  to 
his  fly  on  his  way  down  the  river,  and  of  the  size  of 
that  salmon's  mouth,  which  he  plainly  saw,  and  which 
indicated  that  the  salmon  must  have  weighed  at  least 
601b.  ;  and  to  prove  it  he  drew  a  rough  sketch  from 
memory  on  a  large  sheet  of  paper  of  the  salmon's 
mouth.  What  better  evidence  could  we  have  had  of 
the  size  and  weight  of  that  salmon  which  got  away  ? 
It  is  quite  true  that  none  of  the  salmon  we  caught  (or, 
rather,  killed)  during  our  trip  weighed  over  211b.  or 
221b. ;  but  that  is  no  evidence  that  there  were  not 
plenty  of  salmon  in  the  river  weighing  601b.  or  even 
more.  My  friend's  flask  was  empty  on  liia  return  to 
c'amp,  but  "that  is  another  story." 
It  is  to  be  h<fped  that  your  article  may  giVe  fisher 
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men  fresh  courage  in  relating  their  experiences  when- 
over  so  inclined,  and  that  they  will  not  be  deterred  as 
ttiey  so  often  are,  from  giving  full  play  to  their  imugiim- 
tions-of  course,  only  so  far  as  they  may  consider  the 
facts  will  warrant. 

As  a  humble  member  of  the  gen  tie  craft,  1  feel  deeply 
grateful  for  your  vindication  of  our  reputation  for 
veracity  more  especially  as  it  is  the  first  instance  on 
record  that  I  am  aware  of.  d.  w 


A  TILT  AT  AUTHOR-ANGLERS. 

Does  it  not  seem  strange  that  the  masters  in 
literature,  who  have  been  aud  are  desciples  of  our 
comrnon  father,  Izaak  Walton,  should  not  have  pro- 
duced a  real  masterpiece  in  angling  literature  compar- 
able with  "  The  Compleat  Angler  "  ? 

With  what  charm  Sir  Walter  Scott  could  have 
handled  the  subject  ;  with  what  wealth  of  romance 
and  poetry  he  could  have  dwelt  upon  the  gentle  art. 
Surely  the  theme  is  attractive  enough,  and  to  a 
dweller  on  Border-side  like  Scott,  where  nature  is 
clothed  in  beauty  and  the  streams  abounding  in  the 
artful  trout  and  the  glorious  salmon,  there  seems  to 
be  no  excuse  for  neglecting  his  great  opportunity.  But 
for  being  drawn  into  the  maelstrom  of  society  and 
Abbotsford,  I  fondly  think  he  might  have  emulated 
the  master. 

Another  Soot.^man,  Robert  Louis  Sevenson,  decidedly 
the  most  lovable  of  our  writers,  could  have  treated 
angling  engagingly.  The  pity  of  it  is  that  he  "  en- 
joyed "  such  wretched  health.  What  a  polished  gem 
he  could  have  created  had  not  his  allegiance  been 
tragically  broken  off  through  omitting  to  kill  his  trout 
on  one  occasion.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  how  such  a 
pre-eminently  humane  and  kind-hearted  man  failed 
to  do  this.  Some  of  ray  readers  may  not  be  familiar 
with  the  incident,  so  I  will  reproduce  his  own  version 
as  narrated  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Barrie  :— 

"  Vailima,  July  13,  1894. 
My  Dear  Baeeik,—  ....  By  the  way,  I  was 
twice  in  Kirriemuir,  I  believe  in  the  year  '71,  when  I 
was  going  on  a  visit  to  Glenogil.  It  was  Kirriemuir, 
was  it  not  ?  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  an  inii 
at  the  end— I  think  the  upper  end— of  an  irregular 
open  place  or  square,  iu  which  I  always  see  your 
characters  evolve.  But,  indeed,  I  did  not  pay  much 
attention,  being  all  bent  upon  my  visit  to  a  shooting- 
box,  where  I  should  fish  a  real  trout  stream,  and  I 
believe  preserved.  I  did,  too,  and  it  was  a  charming 
stream,  clear  as  crystal,  without  a  trace  of  peat— a 
strange  thing  in  Scotland— and  alive  with  trout.  The 
name  of  it  I  cannot  remember;  it  was  something  like 
the  Queen's  River,  and  in  some  hazy  way  connected  with 
memories  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots.  It  formed  an  epoch 
in  my  life,  being  the  end  of  all  my  trout  fishing.  I  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  pause  and  very  laboriously 
to  kill  every  fish  as  I  took  it.  But  in  the  Queen's 
River  I  took  so  good  a  basket  that  I  forgot  these 
niceties  ;  and  when  I  sat  down,  in  a  hard  rain  shower, 
under  a  bank,  to  take  my  sandwiches  and  sherry,  lo 
and  behold  !  there  was  the  basketful  of  trouts  still  kicking 
in  their  agony.  I  had  a  very  unpleasant  conversation 
with  my  conscience.  All  that  afternoon  I  persevered 
in  fishing,  brought  home  my  basket  in  triumph,  and 
sometime  that  night,  '  in  the  wee  sma'  hours  ayont 
the  twal,'  I  finally  forswore  the  gentle  craft  of  fishing. 

"  TUSITALA." 

(His  South  Sea  name.) 
These  writers  cannot  now  repair  their  error  as  thev 
are  past  throwing  or  writing  a  line,  but  what  prevents 
that  same  Barrie  from  doing  what  they  failed  to  do  ? 
He  has  the  gift  of  expression  and  a  pawky  touch  of 
humour,  added  to  a  love  of  angling,  which  eminently 
qualify  him  for  dealing  with  this  fascinating  sport. 
It  is  not  technical  treatises  that  we  require,  of  these 
we  have  enough  and  to  spare,  but  an  idealised  treat- 
ment which  shall  touch  on  the  poetical,  romantic, 
and  humorous  side  of  our  delightful  occupation.' 
True,  Andrew  Lang  has  attempted  somewhat  in  this 
direction,  and  we  are  not  ungrateful,  but  surely  it 
is  capable  of  even  grander  treatment  than  that 
which  he  has  accorded  it.  Charles  Kingsley  has 
indicated  the  lines  on  which  such  a  magnum  opus 
might  be  written.  May  the  illustrious  living  be  stimu- 
lated to  supply  the  void  in  our  bookshelf  through  the 
omission  to  tackle  this  subject  exhaustively  and  lovingly 
by  the  illustrious  dead,  and  not  only  be  author-anglers 
but  angling-authors.  Don  Quixote. 


HOLLOWAVS  PILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  With  the  chaiioing 
season  it  is  prudent  for  all  to  rectify  any  ailment  afflicting  them  ; 
but  it  is  incumbent  on  the  aEed,  suffering  under  ulcerations  and 
similar  debilitating  causes,  to  have  them  removed  or  M-oise  con- 
sequences will  follow.  This  Ointment  is  their  remedy  ;  on  its 
powers  all  may  confidently  rely  ;  it  not  only  simply  puts  thsir 
sores  out  of  sight,  but  extirpates  the  source  of  mischief, 
extracts  the  corroding  poison,  and  stimulates  Nature  to  fill  up 
the  ulcer  with  sound  healthy  graimlatlons  that  will  abide 
through  life.  Under  this  treatment  bad  legs  soon  become 
so'und,  eoorbutii;  akin?  cast.  oS  their  Scales,  and  ycVoful'ous  eoies 
cease  to  aiin'ov. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  *c. 

Reports  {to  enswe  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  lu  the  Thames  at  any  of  tht 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

i30  mio.  for  Chelsea.  (55  mln.  foi  Kew. 

4U   „     „  Putney.  AddJ''^   "     "  R'diniond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  ,,  „  Twickenham 
50   „     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  il 
'^'xr  ^^'^"^     Teddington  at  .<5.25,  or  85  minntes  later. 

^■B-— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridgf. 

Saturday,  Nov.  3o    '^'Tse*' 

Sunday,  Dec    1   z'>'i 

Monday,  ,,      -z    (Vl'3 

Tuesday,  ,,      i   7  s 

Wednesday,  ,,      4   g'  !-  '"" 

Tlmrsday,  ,,      ."1   ;Vi2 


Friday, 


10.22 


EveninR 
....  4. ,5!) 
....  5  49 
....  (i.S!) 
....  7.36 
....  8.37 
....  i).47 
....  ]fl..54 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  Thames  is  still 
clear  and  low,  and  sport  is  bad.     This  was  well  exem- 
l.lified  by  the  result  of  Ben  Abrahams'  competition  in 
t  he  tidal  water.    But  the  mistake  which  was  made  in 
regard  to  that  outing  was  the  choosing  of  a  day  when 
the  tide  did  not  suit.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
organisers  of  the  forthcoming  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society  competition  will  fix  upon  a  day- when  the  tide 
IS  running,  say,  from  seven  in  the  morning  till  seven 
in  the  evening.    Competitors  will  then  get  the  best 
opportunity  of  catching  some  fish.    But  before  much 
sport  can  be  obtained  we  must  have  rain,  and  there 
are  some  chances  of  that,  as  the  fixture  will  be  late  in 
the  seasdn.    On  Monday  I  tried  the  Kingston  reach 
for  roach  just  for  an  hour,  but  the  fish  seem  to  be 
affected  by  the  frost  and  could  not  be  enticed. 
I  went  to  Slyfield  and  tried  the  pike  in  company 
with     Mr.     Nicholls    and     Mr.     H.     Offer,  but 
the  Mole  was  low  and  like  crystal.    Getting  no 
pike  I  turned  my  attention  to  chub  and  was  more 
succefsful,  but  sport  was  not  good.    In  regard  to  the 
Thames  Defence  Fund,  it  seems  rather  a  wise  step  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  to  discontinue  their  actiqn 
especially  in  view  of  the  result  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer's 
■action  against  the  Thames  Conservancy  last  week. 
Sir  Roger  practically  upheld  his  right  to  the  bed  of 
river  at  Maidenhead  and  won  his  case  against  the 
■  Conservancy.    In  view  of  this  fact  further  comment 
is  needless.— P.  H.  A.mphlett. 

 (Henley).— Although  the  river  is  in  want  of 

a  good  rain  to  put  it  into  condition,  some  fair  sjiort 
has  been  had  among  the  pike,  but  by  no  means  regular, 
some  anglers  meeting  with   success,   while  others 
almost  drew  a  blank.    Very  few  roach  have  have  been 
caught,  and  these  run  small.    Patrons  of  G.  Arletfc 
have  had  s^me  good  sport  with  the  pike;  best  ba^s 
were  with  Messrs.  Turner  and  Swallow  on  Nov  21 
a  take  of  251b.,  best  fi-h  101b.    On  Nov.  24,  with 
Mr.  Howe,  a  friend  six  jack  weighing  281b.',  best 
fish,  71b. ;  and  on  the  26th,  with  Mr.  G.  Clements 
three  pike  weighing'respectively  91b.,  131b.  5oz.,  and 
131b.  9oz.  I  have  the  two  last-named  fish  for  preserva 
tion.   On  the  24th,  .1.  James,  out  with  Mr.  W.  Meyers 
three  jack,  best  fish,  6ilb.    Mr.  Honeyselt  has  takeri 
among  others  a  jack  of  7Jlb.,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has 
been  creeling  some  good  pike  up  to  91b.  ;  some  decent 
bags  of  perch  have  been  caught,  but  no  large  ones 
have  come  to  the  net  at  present.— Stanley  Mead. 

 Monkey  Island  Waters,  Bray.— Nov.  23  — 

Fishing  with  Mr.  W.  Turner,  caught  three  jack,  largest 
weighing  TJlb.  Nov.  24— five  jack,  two  largest  weighing 
12|lb.  Nov.  2G -Fishing  with  Mr.  R.  Plummer,  of 
the  well-known  firm  of  Webster  and  Plummer, 
Maidenhead,  caught  seven  fish,  the  largest  weighing 
(Ub.  _4Joz;  four  being  under  size  were  returned.  Fish- 
ing in  these  waters  is  exceptionally  good  just  now. — 
R.  Plummee. 

-    (Teddington  Weir;.  —  Water  bright,  but 

dace  feeding  very  well,  punts  getting  from  eight  to 
twelve  dozen  per  day.  After  Friday,  Nov.  29,  the  tides 
will  suit  all  day  for  eight  or  ten  days.  Two  of  our 
local  police  constables  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  24,  in 
a  hard  frost,  got  three  barbel  under  the  weir,  two  of 
them  the  finest  fish  I  have  seen  this  season,  weighing 
151b.,  most  extraordinary  for  this  time  of  year.  Mr. 
Howard  got  a  jack  at  the  weir  last  week  weighing 
12Jlb.— W.  McBbidb. 

Ancholme  District.— Conditions  are  again  most 
favourable  for  autumn  angling.  The  waters  are  of  nice 
colour  and  weeds  have  died  down-considerably,  so  that 
trolling  can  now  be  comfortably  indulged  in.  Ice  is 
all  gone  and  bright  sunshine  prevails.  Roach  are 
taking  creed  wheat  and  paste,  but  bream  seem  to  be 
off  the  feed.  The  lower  waters  are  now  the  best. 
— TiioMA.s  Ford,  Cai^tor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Reports  have  just 
been  issued  showing  that  the  number  of  salmon 


caught  by  rod  and  line  during  the  past  season  has 
been  ninety  fish,  whicli  weiglicd  M441b.,  compared  with 
115  fish  weighing  11951b.  last  season,  and  sixty-seven 
fish   weighing  77211).  the  previous  season.     So  it 
will    lie   seen    that   this    year    there   has   been  a 
considerable   falling    off    in  the   number  creeled 
but  compared  with  1899  it  is  favourable.  Netting 
in  private  waters  is  responsible  for  402  fish  weigh- 
ing _3549lb.,  as  against  463  weighing  48001b.  the 
previous  season.    Kleven  boats  with  public  licences 
netted  945   fish   besides   400  huff.     Probably  the 
number  of  fish  taken  during  the  season  is  1800  fish  in 
private  and  public  waters  by  net,  and  90  by  rod  and 
line.    The  weight  of  the  salmon  is  computed  to  be 
101b.  each.    Reviewing  the  whole  of  the  catches  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  considerable  falling  off, 
although,  of  course,  there  are  a  few  boats  that  have 
sent  no  return. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has  again 
been  very  unsettled  and  cold:  the  prospects  do  not 
look  promising  for  the  next  few  days  in  this  locality. 
A  few  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  river  near 
the  City,  and  and  also  in  the  Exeter  Canal  by 
Messrs.  Jones,  Kelley,  Jackman,  and  others,  but 
the  largest  pike  caught  bv  the  first-named  angler 
only  scaled  Gib.  Some  further  good  catches  of  pike 
have  been  made  in  the  Tiverton  and  Burlescombe 
canals,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Halburton,  Sandford, 
and  Burlescombe ;  the  weeds  are  fast  going  away,  and 
as  several  fine  pike  have  been  seen  in  this  excellent 
stretch  of  the  Great  Western  Companv's  free  water, 
there  is  every  prospect  of  some  future  good  sport' 
weather  allowing.— Red  Pal.mer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs.)-  Very 
little  angling  has  taken  place  on  the  drains  of  Cam- 
bridgeshire and  South  Lincolnshire  since  the  frost 
until  the  end  of  last  week.  During  the  frost  many  of 
the  drains  were  frozen  over  and  angling  stopped,  but 
it  rapidly  cleared  away,  and  some  of  the  local  experts 
were  after  the  roach  with  somewhat  better  prospects. 
Pike  fishing  also  improved,  and  in  the  district  about 
Swineshead  a  fair  number  were  captured.  At 
Deeping,  also,  anglers  are  said  to  have  had  fairly  good 
luck  in  the  capture  of  pike.  No  large  specimens, 
however,  were  to  hand,  71b.  or  81b.  being  the  best. 
The  best  roach  fishing  reports  are  from  the  Wisbech 
district. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  Fishing  has  been 
very  quiet  on  the  waters  of  the  Idle  district  since  the 
frost  set  in.  Since  then  the  weather  has  been  stormy 
and  unreliable.  Only  very  few  visitors  have  put  in 
an  appearance  on  the  Haxey  drain,  and  although  pike 
fishing  has  been  the  chief  work  the  captures  have 
been  few  and  unimportant.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
the  waters  about  Mattersey,  and  the  only  captures 
worth  mention  have  been  a  few  chub  and  od'd  grayling 
from  the  upper  waters.  Prospects  are  much  better 
now  than  a  month  ago,  if  the  weather  would  only 
settle.  The  Trent  in  its  lower  reaches  has  undergone 
a  rise,  but  not  so  heavy  as  expected.  The  spate  has 
uprooted  a  large  quantity  of  flannel-weed.— L. 

Lea.— No  improvement  is  noticeable  yet  in  the 
condition  of  the  river,  the  result  of  the  continued 
absence  of  rain.  The  water  is  in  a  very  bad  state  now 
from  rotting  weeds  and  leaves  and  the  want  of  stream. 
The  most  sport  has  again  been  had  with  pike,  a 
number  of  which,  from  31b.  to  51b.,  were  caught  on 
Monday  (Nov.  25)  in  the  St.  Margaret's  district. 
Several  anglers  have  met  with  sport  amongst  pike  at 
Hertford,  and  at  Broxbourne,  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  27), 
Mr.  Knight  captured  several  of  these  fish,  the  btst 
weighing  close  on  7flb.  Last  week,  at  Pondeis  End, 
Mr.  Perrin  took  a  barbel  scaling  51b.  Roach  anglers 
visiting  the  Lea  report  very  quiet  times,  and  similar 
news  is  to  hand  as  regards  operations  with  the  "  pole  " 
in  the  Stort.  All  round  the  water  is  very  bright.- 
Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Sport  among  the  pike  and  roach 
here  continues  excellent,  some  good  bags  of  both  fi^h 
having  been  taken  during  the  week.  The  largest  pike 
caught,  reported  by  the  keeper,  was  61b.  The  water 
is  now  in  fine  order  for  fishing.— P.  W.  G.  - 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).-  Both  these 
streams  are  still  rather  low,  but  there  is  a  fair 
quantity  of  water  in  them  at  present,  and  they  are 
clear  and  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  changeable  ;  at  the  end  of  last  week  we  were 
visited  with  most  severe  frosts  and  fogs  that  angling 
was  at  a  standstill.  A  change  came  on  INIonday 
night  (Nov.  25),  and  now  it  is  mild  and  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out.  The  fish  have  been  well  on,  the 
rise  during  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  a  few  ang'ers 
have  been  out,  and  nice  fish  landed.  If  the  weather 
holds  fine  the  prospects  for  sport  with  fly  next  week 
should  be  good.    The  Pinsley  is  clear.  — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arro-w,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  clear  and  low— in  capital  condition  for 
grayling  fishing.  Sport  is  variable,  some  days  good, 
others  but  little  doing,  owirg  to  the  changeable 
weather  we  are  getting,  one  day  frosty,  next  dull  and 
muggy  warm,  with  fogs  and  high  winds  at  intervals. 
Best  flies  should  now  be  Mid-Blue,  Willows,  Whirling, 
Red  Tag,  and  Green  Insects.    Mid-water  and  bottom  I 


fishing  improving.  As  soon  as  the  weather  settles 
sport  may,  with  confidence,  bo  anticipated.— R.  T 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).- Water  now,  Wednes- 
day evening  (Nov.  27),  in  first-class  condition.  Several 
gentlemen  were  very  successful  last  week,  the  best 
fish,  lOJIb.,  fulling  to  Mr.  Chorlton's  rod.  The  fronts 
wo  have  had  lately  have  put  the  pike  nicely  on  the 
feed.  Roach  have  also  shown  up  pretty  well.  Among 
a  lot  we  took  on  Tuesday  were  four  over  IJlb.  each.  Thev 
have  taken  to  the  deeps  here  and  go  well  for  the  tai'l 
of  a  lob  worm. — A.  Scaud. 

 (Huntingdon).  —  The   weather   lately  has 

been  favourable  for  fishing,  but  the  water  remains  so 
exceedingly  clear  that  sport  continues  very  poor.  A 
few  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest  scaling  81b.  A 
good  flush  of  water  would  much  improve  matters.-^ 
C.  A.  B. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 

nech).— These  rivers  have  not  yet  recovered  from  the 
effects  of  the  recent  floods,  and  are  still  too  full  for 
angling  in  general,  but  coarse  fish,  especially  pike,  are 
still  affording  good  sport.  The  question  of  a  revi'sion 
of  the  charge  for  angling  licences  in  this  neighbour- 
hood has  been  much  debated,  and  the  general  opinion 
is  that  if  a  graduated  scale  was  adopted  it  would  tend 
to  a  large  increase  in  the  annual  revenue  of  the  Severn 
Fishing  Board  :  with  more  monev  at  their  com- 
mmd,  they  would  be  able  to  employ  more  river 
watchers,  and  their  services  are  greatly  needed  in  thi.s 
part  as  all  observant  anglers  only  too  well  know. 
IMany  years  ago  all  th»se  streams  were  teeming  with 
all  kinds  of  tish,  but  at  present  fish  are  very  scarce, 
indeed,  especially  game  fish,  and  local  men  know  th<! 
reason  why.  —  X'yrnwi-. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— I'o  the 
individuals  who  do  not  believe  in  matters  piscatorial 
the  weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired,  frost 
in  the  early  mornings  with  bright  days— an  ideal 
autumn— but  those  whose  tastes  lead  to  the  w^ater.side 
are  wanting  rain,  a  flood  of  it  to  clear  away  weeds  and 
di'bris  ere  sport  can  be  had.  On  the  Ouse  sport  has  been 
poor,  a  few  small  pike  being  the  record,  and  these  taken 
at  Barcombe.  There  is  nothing  noteworthy  from  the 
Adur  or  Cuckmere.  Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Brighton  Anglers' 
Association  recently  captured  a  nice  pike  of  12Jlb. 
spinning  at  Pulborough.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is 
ia  good  order,  and  thanks  to  the  newly-appointed  lock 
keeper  the  weeds  are  diminishing — a  great  boon  tj 
anglers  for  which  all  are  thankful  :  pike  and  perch 
have  been  feeding.  A  nice  pike  of  11  Jib.  was 
taken  on  Nov.  24,  near  Donnington.  Perch 
up  to  Iflb,  and  a  few  bream  are  among  the  record  of 
the  week.  As  I  go  to  post  I  hear  of  a  brace  of  pike 
from  the  Donnington  district  of  about  ojlb  and  4jlb. 
taken  on  Wednesday  bya  visitor.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing.    The  weather  has  been  very  changeable  ; 
at  the  end  of  last  week  we  had  frosts  of  20  degrees  and 
fogs.     These  have  now  cleared  away,  and  the  weather 
has  gone  quite  mild,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out.    The  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
move,  and  have  been  rising  well  since  Monday,  between 
11  and  3,  at  the  fly.    There  has  been  a  few  anglers 
out,  and  they  have  used  the  Red  Tag,  Willow  Green 
Insect,  Whirling  Blue,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Silver  Twisted 
Blue,  and  have  had  fair  sport.    An  old  angler  on  the 
river  bank  to-day  (Wednesday)  says   he   has  never 
known  such  a  Xovember  for  years —with  the  frosts 
cold  enough  for  the  middle  of  Jauuary  and  then  a 
sudden  change  in  the  night  to  as  warm  as  April.  On 
Tuesday  a  few  fish  were  taken  with  fly  near  Ashford. 
Bottom  fi^ihiug  is  now  i[uiet.    Eels  have  been  taken 
this  week.    To-day,  Wednesday,  the  fish  were  rising 
well  and  spoit  good.    If  the  weather  continues  open 
there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  being  had  in  this 
part  as  the  water  could  not  be  in  better  condition. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led^yche  are  all  low  and 
clear  ;  little  done  in  them  of  late. — S.  LrnLOw. 

 (Tenbury).  —The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  there  is  a  nice 
volume  of  water  going  down  at  present,  and,  for  the 
time  of  year,  could  not  be  in  better  order.  The 
weather  up  to  Monday,  Nov.  25,  was  very  bad,  there 
being  eighteen  or  twenty  degrees  of  frost,  followed  by 
fogs  at  the  end  of  the  week.  This  has  now  disappeared, 
and  it  has  turned  mild,  and  the  sun  has  been  shining 
from  10  to  3  o'clock,  and  this  has  brought  the  grajling 
on  the  feed,  and  they  are  now  sporting  well  at  the  fly. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  nice  grayling  landed, 
and,  if  the  weather  continues,  there  should  be  good 
sport  had  with  fly  next  week.  The  flies  to  use  are 
Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twist. d 
Blue,  and  Hare's  Ear. — Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  presence  of  flood  water  and  flannel-weed  has 
caused  augleis  to  seek  iheir  sport  on  the  Sincil  Dyke, 
the  old  Bai  lii  g's  River,  and  the  Bain,  .\lthough  these 
streums  invariably  yield  good  sport,  under  provaiiiug 
circumstances  nothing  very  grand  is  reported  save  a  few 
passable  samples  of  roach  and  dace  caught  by  strettiug. 
Prospects,  however,  are  good,  and  any  day  captures 
may  be  reported,    Tail  ends  of  dosv  wjiins  La.'e 
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brought  to  hand  a  few  big  roach  on  the  Sincil  Dyke. 
The  Witham,  between  Short  Ferry  Weir  and  Bardney 
Lock,  about  Sleaford  Canal,  and  the  lower  end  of  the 
Bain  are  bound  to  yield  when  the  weeds  are  gone. 
Most  of  the  drains  around  Boston  were  frozen  in  the 
frost,  but  it  soon  cleared  away.  The  best  report  to 
hand  is  from  the  Hob  Hole  drain  near  Old  Leake, 
where  pike  were  captured  running  up  to  lOlb.  There 
are  stated  to  bo  some  good  pike  in  the  Bellwater 
portion.  Occasional  pike  have  been  landed  nearer 
Boston. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  run  down  and  are  in  very  good  order  for  bait 
fishing,  and  those  who  are  privileged  with  the  right 
to  fish  and  keen  on  bait  fishing  some  nice  little  catches 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  H.  Cooper  (fishing  the  Darley- 
dale  Club's  water,  on  Monday,  Nov.  25,  landed  four 
brace  of  grayling,  and  Mr.  Lumley  one  grayling. 
Several  others  have  also  obtained  a  few  nice  fish  from 
this  water,  also  Mr.  W.  Evans,  fishing  from  the  end  of 
the  garden,  Rutland  Arms  Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  took 
three  very  good  grayling,  one  of  these  weighing  lib.  2oz. 
The  fly  fishing  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  and 
what  few  fish  are  taken  with  the  fly  it  is  mostly  with 
a  wet  one.  Useful  flies  ;  Whirling  Dun,  Needle  Fly, 
Furnace  Fly,  and  Grey  Palmer. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale.  Wliarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Otise, 
&c.  (Yorks). — The  first-named  river  is  now  in  splendid 
trim  for  pike  and  grayliig  fishing.  I  had  a  letter  from 
Jim  Blades,  the  well-known  Hawes  watcr-bailift'  and 
angler,  this  morning  (Nov.  27).  Ho  says:  "I  have 
had  large  numbers  of  trout  on  the  spawning  beds 
to  look  after,  and  consequently  little  or  no  time  for 
grayling  fishing.  T  watched  Mr.  Anderson  fish  for  a 
couple  of  hours  on  Tuesday,  and  he  caught  four  brace 
of  nice  grayling  with  the  little  red  and  brandling 
worm."  The  Rev.  J.  Murphey  had  splendid  sport  on 
Nov.  23 ;  he  fished  the  river  at  Ulshaw  from  11  a.m.  to 
2  p.m.,  and  returned  with  a  basket  of  ten  brace  of 
large  fish,  one  weighing  lib.  2oz.  In  company  of 
the  last-named  angler  I  fi.shed  the  streams  between 
Kilgrim  Bridge  and  Jervaulx  Abbey  yesterday  (Nov.  20); 
we  had  a  joint  basket  of  twenty-five  grayling,  all 
caught  with  the  brandling  worm  fished  on  "  Practical" 
Pennell  tackle.  Masham,  Ripon,  and  Boroughbridge 
have  been  visited  by  a  number  of  rods  hailing  from 
Leeds ;  Bradford,  Huddersfield  and  Harrogate,  fair 
sport  has  been  had  this  week ;  last  week-end  several 
baskets,  containing  from  five  brace  to  twelve  brace  of 
grayling,  were  got  in  the  district  of  Ripon.  One 
angler  caught  forty  fish,  this  basket  containing 
grajling,  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  The.  fly  has 
accounted  for  a  few  fish,  the  best  proving  the  Red  Tag, 
Dark  Needle,  Bradshaw's  Fancy,  and  Blue  Hawk, 
but  most  of  the  fish  have  been  caught  with  ihe 
worm  and  gentle,  the  latter  has  been  very  killing  on 
the  lower  reaches,  where  Messrs.  Mason,  Bowmont, 
Kirk,  Culross,  Robinson,  and  others  have  been  very 
successful.  The  Swale  has  fined  down  and  is  now  in 
good  trim,  and  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  good  grayling 
fishing  between  Richmond  and  Bolton,  and  an  im- 
provement in  the  coarse  fisihing  in  the  lower  waters. 
Theie  has  been  very  little  angling  in  the  Wiske, 
Codbeck,  or  Bedalo  Becks  of  late,  but  we  may  now 
anticipate  good  pike  fishing  up  to  Christmas.  Pre- 
served sprats,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  are  now  very 
useful.  We  put  them  up  in  patent  levered  stoppered 
bettles  ;  we  find  the  baits  keep  bright  and  fish  neither 
too  bard  or  too  soft— once  used  they  are  always  used. 
My  Wharfedale  correspondent  says  after  a  shai-p  frosty 
night  or  two  the  weather  is  again  very  mild  for 
the  time  of  year,  consequently  there  are  more 
anglers  out  than  usually  is  the  case  during  the  clos-ing 
da}s  of  November,  and  now  the  river  has  run  down 
into  good  condition  winter  grayling  fishing  ought  to 
supply  some  capital  sport.  Grayling  are  numerous  in 
the  district  of  Burnsall,  several  fine  fish  having  been 
caught  with  maggot  and  worm.  A  very  effective  bait 
during  this  week  has  been  the  little  red  or  cockspur 
woim.  A  few  anglers  have  met  with  fair  results  on 
the  Ilkley  length  in  course  of  an  hour  or  two's  fishicg. 
On  Monday  one  member  secured  seven  fine  grayling 
with  swimming  the  worm.  Very  little  news  reaches 
me  from  the  Otley,  Pool,  or  Harewood  districts,  but 
at  Woodha'l,  CoUingham,  and  Wetherby  sport  has 
been  very  fair  amongst  grayling  and  dace.  On 
Saturday  last  Messrs.  Pickersgill  and  Collier  se- 
cured a  fine  basket  of  grayling;  the  river  was  high 
but  the  fish  were  "  weU  on "  and  of  a  good  size. 
On  Monday,  in  the  districts  of  Wetherby,  Boston 
Spa,  and  Newton  Kyme  several  rods  were  seen 
our.,  sport  ruling  very  fair.  Mr.  Ritchie  caught 
live  grayling,  which  averaged  .Jib.  apiece,  Messrs. 
Pickersgill,  Collier,  and  G-unnell  have  also  met  with 

Grayling  1'i.iks  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s,  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  All  pattern, 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  E.  Miller,  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (12 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2s.  Sample  iMounted  i'ly  Cast  Is.  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  Is.  Grayling  Woini  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "Pritts  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  Vis.  6d. 
"Grayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  23.  6d.  ".Jackson's 
Pi'actical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7a.  6A.—J.  E. 
MILLKK  (Telephone  2CU1),  Noilhern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeiis.    Telegrams:  "  Ptscator,  Leeds," 


fair  results.  Some  exceptionally  heavy  baskets  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  caught  during  the 
last  few  days ;  one  angler  reports  that  his  basket 
contained  over  two  stone  of  fish  caught  with  maggot. 
I  hear  some  nice  pike  have  been  caught  in  the  lower 
reaches,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ryther  and  Uileskelf, 
with  the  "  Harrogate "  Spinner  and  live  bait. 
Prospects  for  next  week  are  good  all  round, — J.  E. 
Mu.i.EB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— After  a  week's  open 
weather  again,  a  series  of  severe  frosts  is  now  being 
experienced,  but  no  more  renewals  of  either  the  gales 
or  snowstorm.  Spawning  operations  are  in  full  swing 
on  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  and  Ugie,  the  head 
of  fish  forward  in  these  streams  being  considered  very 
satisfactory.  Many  of  the  netting  stations  are  being 
again  let  at  slightly  reduced  rentals,  except  where 
keen  competition  prevails.  On  the  other  hand  angling 
waters  are  in  demand  for  the  early  spring  months, 
Mr,  Coats  comes  to  Glentana  for  his  second  season  on 
the  Dee.  The  Forest  of  Birse  water  is  presently  being 
arranged  for.  Major  Davidson  retains  the  Dess  water, 
while  Mr.  Deverell  has  Tvincardine,  and  Lord  Garrioch 
Borrowstone.  Mr.  D.  Davison  and  Captain  (iaskell 
iiave  the  Inchmarlo  reaches,  and  Mr.  Smith,  Peughside, 
the  Upper  Blackball  fishings,  while  the  Crathes  and 
Durris  waters  are  all  let  to  last  year's  tenants.  Several 
of  the  lower  beats  on  the  Dee  are  in  the  market,  but 
as  spring  fishings  they  are  not  so  much  in  demand. — 
G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  ha\o  been 
in  splendid  order  this  week  for  salmon  taking  up  their 
quarters  on  the  spawning  beds.  A  goodly  number  of 
back-enders  of  all  "  eights  have  ascended  to  the  upper- 
most reaches  of  the  rivers,  and  1  learn  that  quite  a 
number  have  been  noticed  ascending  the  smallest 
burns  where  the  volume  of  water  has  been,  deep  enough 
to  allow  them  to  do  so.  A  few  of  the  earliest  fish  that 
ascended  early  on  in  Sept.  have  now  paired,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  they  will  shortly  be  busy  on  the 
redds.  The  late  runners,  however,  will  not  likely 
be  ready  to  go  on  the  loreeding  heds,  until  about 
Christmas,  while  others  will  not  spawn  until  well  on 
in  the  following  month.  During  the  flood  of  last 
week  several  fish  were  noticed  ascending  the  Annan  at 
the  town  caul,  and  probably  there  iwill  be  salmon 
running  up  till  the  New  Year.  The  Annan  has  always 
been  considered  one  of  the  latest  in  the  Solway,  and  it 
is  not  unusual  to  see  an  odd  back  end  fish  running  at 
the  end  of  January.  It  is  singular  to  note  that  while 
the  Annan  has  a  late  migration  of  autumn  fish  it 
should  also  have  an  early  run  of  spring  salmon  on  a 
smaller  scale.  Before  the  rod  fishing  in  this  river 
opens  for  the  season  on  Feb.  2C,  the  spring  run  is 
just  about  over.  The  temperature  just  row  is  ex- 
tremely mild  for  the  end  of  November,  and  there  has 
only  been  two  or  three  frosty  nights  this  month.  The 
Galloway  Urr  is  still  open  for  angling,  but  it  closes 
this  week  end.  The  salmon  poaching  in  the 
Solway,  referred  to  in  the  columns  of  the  Fisldng 
Gazette  at  the  end  of  September  and  early  part  of 
October  has  ceased  some  time  ago.  The  presence  of 
Chief  Inspector  Munro  in  the  North  of  England 
has  had  a  most  salutory  effect  in  ending  the  illegal 
practices  of  poachers  and  those  who  aided  and  abetted 
them.  In  my  humble  opinion  those  who  buy  the 
poached  salmon  are  worse  than  the  poachers  them- 
selves, because  if  there  was  not  a  market  for  these  fish 
there  would  be  no  poaching.  It  is  understood  that  a 
number  of  cases  of  both  English  and  Scottish  offenders 
from  the  Solway  district  will  require  to  answer 
summonses  at  the  instance  of  the  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany of  London. — Heatheebell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
The  salmon  angling  season  on  the  Tweed  closes  on 
Saturday  (Nov.  30).  Last  week  was  as  nearly  as 
possible  a  blank,  owing  to  the  succession  of  floods,  the 
effects  of  which  had  not  passed  off  at  the  beginning  of 
this  week.  Tbe  conditions  of  water  and  weather  have 
improved  during  the  past  three  days,  the  frost  and  fog 
having  given  place  to  mild  and  dull  but  windless 
weather.  The  rivers  have  been  in  good  order,  but  the 
stock  of  salmon  has  proved  to  be  less  abundant  than 
it  was  before  the  storm.  Most  of  the  fish  seem  to 
have  gone  on  to  the  upper  reaches,  where  it  is 
reported  they  are  very  plentiful.  On  the  Bol- 
side  fishings  last  week  not  a  line  was  put  upon 
the  water  till  Saturday,  Nov.  23,  when  Mr.  Scott 
ventured  out  for  an  hour  and  had  his  reward  in 
securing  a  salmon  of  14Jlb.  At  Makerstoun  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  25,  Lord  Hardwicke  caUght  four  salmon  of 
241b.,  231b.,  201b.,  and  14lb.  On  the  Floors  Castle 
upper  water  Mr.  Bell  Irving  caught  one  salmon  of 
81b.  on  Nov.  11 ;  two  of  81b.  and  7Jlb.  on  Nov.  16 ; 
one  of  191b.  on  Nov.  23;  three  of  201b.,  181b.,  and 
181b.  on  Nov.  25. ;  one  of  161b.  on  Nov.  26 ;  and  on 
Nov.  27  eight  of  241b.,  20Ib.,  201b.,  201b., 
181b.,  161b.,  101b.,  and  81b.  On  Nov.  26  Mr. 
James  Tait  caught  one  of  71b.  On  Floors  Castle 
lower  water  Mr.  McCuUoch  caught  one  salmon 
of  181b.    on    23rd;    two,  of   151b.   and   141b.,  on 


Monday;  and  three,  of  201b.,  201b.  and  151b.,  on  26th. 
Mr.  Morrison  also  had  two  of  161b.  each  on  26th.  On 
the  Ednam  House  water  on  Monday  Mr.  Wood  had  a 
281b.  salmon  on  the  lower  water,  and  IMr.  Arthur 
Wood  had  one  on  the  upper  section.  On  26th 
Mr.  Wood  had  two  on  the  lower  water  and  Mr. 
Arthur  Wood  one  on  the  upper  water.  On  Hendor- 
syde  water,  on  Saturday  last,  Mr.  T.  Pringle  had  a 
salmon  of  151b.  On  Monday  General  Paton  caught 
five,  of  2Slb.,  181b..  161b.,  161b.,  and  lOJlb. ;  and 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  -  Griffith  three,  of  20.Jlb., 
IPJlb.,  and  7Jlb.  On  Nov.  26  Sir  Richard  had 
six,  241h,  ■221b.,  19|lb.,  171b.,  lC>^\h.,  and  8|lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Pringle,  of  Torwoodlec,  two  of  28lb.  and 
19^1b.  At  Birgham  on  Nov.  15  Lord  Dmrglass  had 
a  salmon  of  21Jlb,,  and  the  Hon.  H.  Marsham,  one 
of  231b,,  and  a  sea  trout  of  7Jlb,  On  Monday  (Nov.  25) 
General  W.  S.  D,  Home  had  three  of  201b,,  171b,,  161b., 
and  a  grilse  10|lb.  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Dawn- 
way  had  a  salmon  of  241b.  and  a  grilse  of  9Jlli. 
On  Nov.  26  the  Earl  of  Home  had  a  salmon  of 
21^1b.,  the  Marquis  of  Graham  one  of  171b., 
and  Capt.  the  Hoir.  H.  Oawnway  had  one  salmon. 
Teviot  still  continues  unproductive,  although  a  few 
more  fish  are  showing  themselves  than  before  tlio 
recent  Hoods.  On  Moiiday,  Nov.  25,  INIr.  J.  0.  Wilson 
caught  a  151b.  salmon  on  the  Castle  Pool.  On 
Nov.  2(),  Major  Paton  had  two  further  up  the  river, 
and  Mr.  John  Smith,  one  of  151b.,  on  Jack's  Plumb. 
On  Nov.  27,  Mr.  Wm.  Currie  had  one  of  IBJlb.  above 
Teviot  Bridge. — Ma.xwheei .. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rivers  have  run  down 
considerably,  with  the  inevitable  result  that  poaching 
is  now  in  full  swing  on  such  streams  as  the  Glenavy, 
Crumlin,  Clady,  etc.  The  heavy  floods  did  a  lot  of 
harm  to  the  spawning  beds  in  these  streams.  At  a 
committee  meeting  of  the  Nester  anglers  the  other 
evening  the  re-stocking  of  the  Antrim  Road  Water- 
works was  discussed  and  favourably  commented 
on.  The  Nester  anglers  will  hold  at  least  two 
angling  competitions  in  the  season  of  1902.  The  club  is 
in  excellent  working  order  and  promises  to  attain  100 
of  a  membership.  The  destruction  of  trout  in  Knock- 
bracken  Dam  by  lime  was  not  so  large  as  was  at  first 
reported.  Coarse  fishing  since  last  report  was  very 
poor,  but  deep  sea  lining  on  the  Lough  produced  good 
sport  since  the  weather  settled. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Spawning  fish  are  already  nume- 
rous on  the  beds  in  the  earlier  rivers,  and,  generally 
speaking,  poachers  have  been  unusually  quiet. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Mourne  and  its  numerous 
tributaries  have  fined  down  and  poaching  resumed, 
despite  the  watchfulness  of  the  bailiffs.  The  mountain 
streams,  to  which  the  floods  gave  salmon  access,  have 
been  swept  clean  almost.  Salmon  have  ceased  to  run 
the  Blackwater  and  the  Ballinderry  for  the  present.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Spawning  is  gomg  on 
under  very  favourable  conditions  in  this  district,  and 
poaching  has  not  been  heard  of  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Dec.  6 : — 


Scarborough. 

Yarmouth  

Lowestoft  

Aldeburgh  

Harwich  

Burnham-on- 

Crouch  

Southend,  Sheer 

ness  and  Leigh...  I  p.m. 
Margate  Bdstairs.fa.m. 

and  Kamsgate ... 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 


,m. 
m. 
fa.m. 
(p.m. 
fa.m. 
Ip.m. 
fa.m. 
(p.m. 
p.m. 
Ip.m, 
/a.m. 
Ip.m, 
a.  m 


Hastings  

Eastbourne 
Brighton 

Newhaven .. 


Shoreham 

Southwick 
Portsmouth   ,- 

Hayliug  Island  Ip.m. 

Plymouth;..  {p™' 


p.m. 
a.m. 
p.m. 
/a.m. 

 (p.m. 

andf:i.m. 

 (p.m. 

(a.m. 

 (p.m. 

and/a.m. 

 (l).m. 

and/a.nr 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

3(1  th 

lit 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th 

6th 

6.57 

7.48 

8.44 

9.43 

10.47 

11.61 

0.22 

7.23 

8.16 

9.13 

10.14- 

11.19 

0.51 

ll..';4 

0.18 

1.  8 

2.10 

3.14 

4.16 

5.17 

0,.42 

1.38 

2.42 

3.45 

4.40 

.5.47 

O.U 

0.57 

1..^.0 

2.52 

3.66 

4.58 

5. 58 

0.26 

1.24 

2.20 

3.24 

4.27 

6.28 

6.29 

0.59 

1.47 

2.37 

3.40 

4.44 

6.45 

0.47 

1.24 

2.13 

3.  8 

4.12 

5.15 

6.10 

7.17 

2.28 

3.16 

4.  3 

4.50 

5.53 

7.  2 

8.11 

2.52 

3.3!) 

4.29 

5.24 

6.27 

7.37 

8.42 

2.39 

3.27 

4.14 

5.  7 

6.  4 

7.13 

8.22 

3.  3 

3.13 

3.40 

4.40 

6.35 

6.38 

7.48 

8.63 

4.  2 

4.53 

5.48 

6.52 

8.  1 

9.  8 

3.37 

4.27 

5.20 

6.19 

7.26 

8.35 

9.40 

2.1(i 

3.  5 

.3.56 

4.61 

5.55 

7.  4 

8  11 

2  40 

3.30 

4.23 

5.22 

6.29 

7  38 

8.43 

1.45 

2., 34 

3.23 

4.12 

5.  5 

6.  5 

7.11 

2.10 

2.58 

X.iS 

4.37 

5.34 

6.;« 

7.42 

1.29 

2.18 

3.  7 

3.  .56 

4.49 

5.49 

6.  .55 

1.54 

2.42 

3.32 

4.21 

.5.18 

6.22 

7.28 

1.55 

2.44 

3.  .33 

4.22 

5,15 

6.10 

7.21 

2.20 

.-!.  8 

.3.50 

4.47 

5.44 

6.48 

7.62 

1.44 

2.32 

3.22 

417 

.5.21 

6.33 

7.47 

2.  8 

2.. 56 

3..50 

4.46 

5.56 

7.12 

8.19 

2.13 

3.  2 

3.  .51 

4.40 

&.:32 

6.33 

7.38 

2.38 

,3.20 

4. 10 

5.  6 

6.  2 

7.  6 

8.10 

2.14 

3.  2 

.3.51 

4.43 

,5.41 

6.46 

7.55 

2.:38 

:120 

4.17 

5.10 

6.13 

7.21 

8.26 

8.35 

9.21 

10.  9 

U.  3 

0.40 

1..50 

8.5S 

9.44 

10.36 

U.Si 

0.  6 

1.15 

2.23 

Ballinskelligs.— Sport  has  been  good,  especially 
in  the  small  bay  and  around  Horse  Island.  On  Mon- 
day four  boats,  each  containing  four  anglers,  had 
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'  respectively  227,  220,  198,  and  186  fish,  principally 
whiting  and  gurnard. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycottoii. — The  ■weather  lias  again  become  very 

•  favourable,  and  good  sport  has  been  had,  especially  at 
whiting.  Pollack  are  once  more  numerous  close  in 
shore,  and  take  readily  on  most  days  at  the  turn  of  the 
tide.— T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — The  sea  has  been  calm  for  the  past  few 
days,  and  still  is  at  time  of  writing  (Nov.  27),  with 
wind  in  the  north.  Boat  anglers  arc  still  catching 
silver  whiting,  notwithstanding  the  recent  very  rough 
weather.  On  the  23rd  a  number  of  boats  were  oil, 
takes  from,  say,  four  to  eight  score  whiting.  Nov.  24  — 
Numbers  of  boats  off,  more  particularly  within  a  mile 
radius  of  end  of  new  Palace.  Pier.  Brighton  winter 
herrings  have  come  in  apace  since  beginning  of  last 
week.  On  Saturday  last  (2.3rd)  a  boat  came  in  with  a 
"last"  (10,000).— H. 

Castletown  (co.  Cork). — The  weather  has  been 
very  favourable,  and  good  sport  has  been  obtained. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Crouch  (Burnham-on-Crouch).— On  Nov.  21, 
Mr.  Osgood  and  two  friends,  Mr.  Klsmore,  vice-presi- 
dent Central  Association,  and  self,  out  with  Cooper, 
our  united  take  being  149  fish.  On  Nov.  22,  Cooper 
and  self  in  the  afternoon  had  seventy- one  whiting 
and  eight  dabs.  On  Nov.  23,  Mr.  Woollard  caught 
some  exceptionally  fine  dabs.  On  Nov.  24,  Mr. 
Stringer's  party,  out  with  Cooper,  had  very  poor  sport, 
thirty-five  whiting  and  one  dab— amongst  E.  W. 
Stringer's  catch  was  one  very  fine  whiting.  The  fish 
appear  to  have  left  the  river  for  deeper  water.  The 
high  winds  and  severe  frost  that  we  have  had  Jately 
no  doubt  account  for  it.  The  tide  will  not  suit  this 
week-end  unless  you  are  out  early  morning. — J. 
Weight. 

 Nov.  21. — Some  of  the  members  of  the  Pisca- 
torial Society  were  down  for  a  competition  out  in  the 
Moss  Rose  and  Invicta.  Myself  and  W.  Hawes,  jun., 
got  about  eighty  whiting  and  dabs  in  Ferry  hole. 
Sport  was  very  slack  at  times.  All  the  prizes  were 
taken.  On  Nov.  24  about  thirty  anglers  were  down 
and  put  off  in  their  boats  and  got  the  afternoon  tide, 
but  sport  was  very  bad,  not  very  big  bags.  Out  with 
]Mr.  Borthwick  and  three  friends  got  about  seventy 
whiting,  only  one  dab  ;  we  were  the  top  boat  that  day, 
as  some  of  them  did  not  do  much.  Messrs.  Cook  and 
two  friends  thirty  whiting,  and  a  few  more  of  our 
boat,  out  with  gentlemen,  done  about  the  same.  The 
tides  are  bad  now  for  any  Sunday  this  year.  —  W. 
Yakijley  (Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

Oarrynane  (co.  Kerry).- — Sport  continues  brisk 
here  at  wbiting,  but  dull  at  other  fish. — T.  J.  T>. 

Deal. — Nov.  21. — Wind  westerly,  moderate  ;  water 
smooth  and  in  good  condition ;  good  takes  of  fish 
landed  all  round.  Mr.  Minchin  secured  one  hundred 
and  sixty  whiting.  Mr.  Ball  put  out  at  8.30  a.m  ,  and 
landed  at  11.30  a.m.  with  ninety-five  good  whiting. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cawley,  out  about  two  hours,  landed 
with  fifty  fine  whiting.  Mr.  Wickham  and  friends,  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  whiting.  Nov.  22 — Wind  westerly, 
fine ;  sun  shining  first  part  of  day ;  backing  round  to 
E.N.E.  with  rain  and  fresh  breeze  ;  all  boats  returned 
about  one  o'clock  owing  to  the  high  wind  with  good 
takes  of  fish.  Messrs.  Minchin  and  Parker  had  200 
whiting;  Mr.  Herbert,  IfiO;  Mr.  Bowley,  110; 
Messrs.  Barrow  and  Symonds,  220,  and  two  codling, 
two  dabs,  one  conger,  SJlb.  In  the  evening 
quite  a  contingent  of  anglers  put  in  an  appear- 
ance for  the  boat  competition.  Nov.  23  —  Wind 
easterly,  moderate;  some  fair  takes  landed;  the 
Rev.  —  Cotes  and  Mr.  Mason,  8  score  16  wbiting, 
and  1  flatfish ;  Messrs.  C.  W.  and  G.  H.  Glassington 
and  Reeves  12  score  whiting,  1  codling  (21b.)  ;  Mr. 
Stovald,  while  fishing  off  Walmer  on  Tuesday  (Nov. 
19),  hooked  and  landed  a  cod  of  151b.,  the  largest  fish 
taken  during  the  present  season.  Nov.  24. — Wind 
easterly,  light,  and  bright  sun ;  sea  smooth,  and 
every  available  small  boat  out,  and  nearly  all  the 
galley  punts  with  B.  S.  A.  S.  competitors  ;  fair 
lakes  of  very  fine  whiting  landed,  and  tlfe  largest 
cod  121b.  12oz.,  the  next  largest  111b.  6oz.  Nov.  2.5 
— Wind  easterly ;  squally.  Sport  not  very  grand ; 
Messrs.  Barrow  and  Symond  had  the  luck  to  secure 
seven  score  whiting,  four  dabs,  and  one  cod  ef  71b. 
Nov.  26 — Wind  northerly;  fresh  breeze.  Nothing 
particular  to  mention.  Nov.  27 — Wind  easterly,  fine, 
and  sun  shining  brightl,y.  Messr?.  Cawse  and  Mason 
(two  days'  fishing)  landed  309  fish,  mostly  whiting. — 
E.  Hanger,  Napier,  Beach-street  (Agent  B.S..A.S.). 

Eastbourne. — Since  last  report  weather  has  been 
much  unsettled,  but  is  now  fine  and  calm,  though  cold. 
On  daj'S  that  boats  have  been  able  to  get  out  some  good 
takes  have  been  had.  The  best  one  that  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  is  one  of  about  one.  hundred  nice 
whiting  and  dabs,  together  with  a  turbot  of  about  71b. 
On  Friday,  Nov.  22,  Boniface  had  about  twelve 
thousand  herrings  at  a  fishing,  and  these,  together 
with  sprats  that  have  also  been  caught,  should  bring 
in  the  large  cod,  pollack,  etc.  Weather  has  been 
too  unsettled  for  me  to  try  the  bass  off  Beachy  Head, 
and  I  fear  that  it  has  driven  them  away  from  here. 
A  few  codling  and  whiting  have  occasionally  been 
had  off  the  pier. — J.  .W.  S. 


Xdamsgfate. — Boat  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  up 
to  and  including  Nov.  23,  when  a  blow  up  from  the 
north-east  made,  to  use  a  boatman's  expression,  "  the 
water  thick  enough  to  walk  on.''  On  Nov.  26  a  few 
dei-ent  codling  were  taken,  but  in  small  numbers. 
From  the  piers  and  marina  a  few  rods,  fishing  at 
night,  have  been  fairly  rewarded.  Sprats  made  their 
appearance  on  Nov.  2-")  and  should  induce  some  good 
cod  to  come  to  land.    Wind  N.B. — <1uby  Mullktt. 

Plymouth. — The  weather  during  the  last  week 
has  been  much  more  favourable  for  fishing,  and  both 
the  pier  anglers  and  the  boat  fishermen  have  been 
having  good  sport.  Some  fine  grey  mullet  are  being 
taken  in  the  docks,  and  they  are  much  larger  than  the 
ones  taken  last  week.  They  are,  however,  very  fitful 
in  their  feeding.  They  will  feed  very  well  for  an  hour 
or  so,  then  without  any  apparerit  reason  they  stop 
bitin;.  1  believe  they  move  in  large  shoals,  like  a 
flock  of  sheep,  and  when  they  are  supposed  to  stop 
feeding  they  merely  shift  from  one  district  to  another. 
Their  favourite  grounds  are  from  the  Promenade  Pier 
around  the  coast  to  the  Millbay  Pier.  Some  very 
large  pollack  are  being  taken  now  in  the  Sound,  the 
favourite  spots  being  the  Duke  Rock,  the  Mallard  Buoy, 
the  Bast  Winter,  and  the  largest  being  taken  at  the 
back  of  the  island,  which  average  about  61b.  each. 
They  have,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  all  caught 
on  our  black  spinning  sand-eel.  It  is  curious  to  notice 
that  last  year  our  red  spinning  sand-eel  took  most  fish, 
and  now  this  year  they  seem  favourable  to  the  black. — 
WiLLTAM  Hkardek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia. — Sport-  has  been  very  good  at  whiting, 
and  fair  at  other  fish.  On  one  day  four  anglers  had 
320  whiting  and  34  miscellaneous  fish.  Other  good 
takes  were  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — The  competitions  of  the  B.  S.  .\.  S., 
from  Saturday  to  Monday  last  here,  were  well  attended 
by  the  members,  and  on  Sunday  quite  110  boats  could 
lie  seen  off  here  with  anglers.  .Altogether  the  compe- 
tition appears  to  have  been  a  successful  one,  although 
Monday  was  a  rough  day.  Fair  catches  of  whiting 
and  cod  reported,  but  nothing  of  a  special  nature. 
Water  generally  clear,  and  good  prospect  for  fair 
weather.— E.  K.  Bueke  (Lord  Nelson). 

Watervilie. — Sport  has  been  good  for  the  past  few 
days  at  whitilig.  — 'I.  J.  T>. 


IRepoits  from  Clubs* 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  mitst  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morniyig. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C.  —  The  renting  and  pre- 
servation committee  will  meet  on  Monday  (Dec.  2) 
at  8-30  p.ni  — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  North  East 
Brothers,  Star  and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal 
Green,  on  Monday,  Dec.  2.  This  club  are  always  good 
visitors,  so  i  hope  you  will  return  the  compliment 
and  make  this  meeting  another  great  success.— G. 
Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  2  District  Visiting 
List). — My  next  return  visit  takes  place  on  Dec.  3,  at 
the  Wenlock  A.S.,  Rydon  Arms,  New  North-road, 
Hoxton,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  crowd. — Ben 
Abkahams. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District  Visiting 
List).— On  Thursday  (Nov.  21)  a  most  enjoyable  visit 
was  given  to  the  Harcourt  Angling  Society,  their  club- 
room  being  packed.  Twelve  clubs  answered  the  roll 
call,  and  their  A.B.S.  box  contained  £4  lis.  The  next 
return  visit  goes  to  the  Queen's  Angling  Society  on 
Thursday,  Dec.  5,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
anglers  and  friends. — J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — The  committee 
met  on  Nov.  22,  there  being  a  full  attendance.  Three 
cases  were  investigated,  and  t'li)  awarded.  Several 
important  items  were  discussed,  and  a  resolution 
passed  that  the  meeting  on  Friday,  Deo.  13,  be  a 
special  one,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  one  in  their 
place.    Committee  please  note.— S.  Maluv. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Dukeof  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,Notting-hill-gate,W.— 
The  twelfth  annual  Christmas  outing  takes  place  on 
the  Thames  on  Dec  8,  roving,  for  a  good  many 
seasonable  prizes  and  cash  ;  all  fish  except  jack,  pope, 
and  eels  to  weigh.  Messrs.  Brett,  Glaze,  Pennell  and 
H.  Smith,  junr.,  were  successful  in  Ben  Abrahams' 
competition  on  Nov.  24.  Mr.  Brett  won  the  medal 
with  the  largest  roach.  We  are  giving  a  pair  of 
blankets  for  a  prize  to  the  A.B.S.  competition.  E.  B. 
Head  a  roach-pole  and  Ben  a  check  reel  and  line. 
Next  Thursday,  Dec.  5,  wo  distribute  the  prizes  won 
on  Nov.  24,  at  Richmond,  in  Ben's  competition.  We 
assemble  at  the  above  house  at  8  o'clock,  when  F.  H. 
Vizer  will  take  the  chair.  A  concert  will  then  be  in 
nrogress,  and  the  collecting-box  which  I  had  made, 
and  so  successfully  carried  by  G.  C.  Adams,  will  be 
opened  by  Ben  Abrauajis. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

December  1. 

Battersea  Friendly  ;  Supper  match. 

Belgrave  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Match. 

Brompton  :  Match  at  Wargrave. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  .\mas  outing. 

Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Junction  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

ClLssold  :  Xmas  outing. 

Cosy  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Forest  Gate  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Park  ;  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Stratford :  Xmas  outing. 

Victoria  Brothers :  Xmas  outing. 

Wellington  :  Outing  to  Harlow. 

Wenlock  :  Xmas  outing." 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  London  :  Roving  competition. 
December  2. 

Anglers'  Association :    Renting  and  Preservation 
Commilt.e  meeting. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 

North-East  Brothers :  Visit. 
December  3. 

Clapham  Strollers :  Supper. 

Wellington  ;  Annual  supper. 

Wenlock ;  Visit. 
December  4. 

Brompton :  Preservation  concert. 

B.S.A.S. :  Lantern  lecture  by  Mr.  C.  Hussey. 

Ilford  and  District :  Coihpetition. 
December  5. 

Ben  Abrahams'  Competition  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

Queen's :  Visit. 
Dscamber  7. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 

Ilford  and  District :  Competition. 

Lychnobite :  Annual  dinner. 


Dec. 


—Allason  United  :  Xmas  outing. 
—Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 
—Battersea  Friendly  :  Xmas  outing. 
—Blenheim ;  Match  at  Harefield. 
—Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 
—Harcourt :  Outing. 

—Islington  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

—Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

— Oglander  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

—Queen's  Piscatorials :  Xmas  outing. 

—  Seymour  Brothers  ;  Xmas  outing. 

— Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 

—Sundial :  Xmas  outing. 

— Collingwood  :  Central  visit. 

—Gresham :  Entertainment  with  phonograph. 

—B.S.A.S. :  Smoking  concert. 

— A.B.S.  :  Committee  meeting. 

—A.B.S. :  Thames  competition. 

— Anchor  and  Hope  :  Xmas  outing. 

— Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 

—Junior  Piscatorials :  Competition. 

—Royal  George  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

—Collingwood:  Xmas  outing. 

— East  Dulwich:  Prize  outing. 

—Phoenix:  Match  at  Marlow. 

— Walham  Green  :  Xmas  outing. 

—Dalston  ;  Lapsed  prize  outing.  , 


Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.  —  On  Nov.  24 
several  members  were  out.  The  following  weighed 
in  :— Messrs.  Frost  and  Utting,  jack,  and  Mr.  Smart, 
chub.— J.  Chambers.         .  -o      -a,  a 

Amicable  Brothers  Angung  Socibty,  Bald  1  aoea 
Stag,  Worship-square.— We  had  a  splendid  muster  on 
Wednesday  last,  business  of  importance  transacted. 
Our  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  8,  at  Cheshunt,  from 
Jolly  Bargeman  to  King's  Weir.  Absent  members, 
please  attend  ni^xt  Wednesday,  urgent  business.— G.  H. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.-On  Nov.  24  Messrs^ 
Hamilton  and  Cainiar  had  a  fine  show  of  dabs  and 
flounders  (121b.) ;  several  other  members  have  been 
out  with  success  during  the  week.  On  Weduc>day 
Mr.  Martin  occupied  the  i  hair  at  a  well_-attended 
lueotiiig.  Several  prizes  were  added  to  our  Chri-stmas 
outing.  We  shall  have  three  prizes  open  for  punt, 
also  three  from  November  monthly  ouiiug  and  one 
sea  prize.  Momliers  are  reminded  of  the  Duchess 
vi'^it  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  3)  at  the  Duchess  of  Kent, 
Deverell-street,  S.E.,  when  we  hope  the  Anchor  and 
Hope  will  be  well  represented.— C.  T.  A. 

B.\-itehsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— On  Nov.  24  Mr.  A. 
Pemberton  weighed  in  a  jack  121b  12Joz.  Mr.  A. 
Addison,  bream,  lib.  lO.^oz.  We  fish  a  friendly  match 
with  the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  for  a 
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supper  on  the  Dec.  1  at  Windsor  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
Fitzgerald's  fence,  one  rod  only  to  be  used,  two  can  be 
carried.  Leave  Clapham  Junction  at  8.32,  return 
from  Windsor  by  the  5.50  train.  Weigh  in  to  take 
place  at  the  Clarence ;  towpath  only.  Back  waters 
barred,  no  live  bait  to  be  used,  all  to  start  bv  signal 
from  Waterman's  Arms ;  jack  and  gudgeon  "barred. 
There  will  be  five  club  prizes  in  connection  with  the 
match,  also  a  special  prize  of  10s.  6d.  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Pembertou,  to  the  member  who  takes  gross  weight 
A  sum  of  10s.  6d.  was  voted  as  a  prize  to  the  Angfers 
Benevolent  Competition  at  Richmond.  A  special 
carnage  will  be  provided.— A.  DE.roNGE. 

Belgeavb  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W.— Our  special  last  Thursday  was  well 
attended,  a  good  many  turniug  up.  We  have  arranged 
to  fish  off  the  remaining  prizes  which  remain  untaken 
from  last  outing  on  Dec.  1  at  Teddington— Boundary 
from  Teddington  Lock  to  Petersham  Meadows,  all  fish 
to  weigh  bar  jack,  pope,  and  eels,  and  two  rods 
allowed  ;  all  to  show  fish  at  station.  All  members  go 
down  by  8.20  a.m.  and  return  by  the  5.47  p.m.  train. 
Oun  delegate  gave  in  his  report,  which  was  received 
with  great  satisfaction.  Mr.  P.  Hudson  weighed  in 
jack  on  Nov.  24.— W.  Payne. 

Beemondset  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.— Only  one  member 
weighed  in  on  Nov.  24,  Mr.  C.  G.  Pocock,  roach.  We 
fish  our  December  series  on  Dec.  1 ;  members  to  fish 
anywhere  in  the  Thames  and  backwaters  ;  optional  to 
leave  London  Saturday  night,  but  not  start  fishing 
till  the  morning.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  weighed  in  a 
nice  show  of  chub  on  the  27th,  181b.— 0.  G.  Piggott. 

Blackpriars  Angling  Society,  the  Imperial, 
Southwark-street.— I  wish  to  thank  all  gentlemen 
that  honoured  us  with  their  presence  on  Nov.  25. 
Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  on  Nov.  24,  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  chub.  I  wish  to  remind  members  we 
decide  our  Christmas  prize  outing  next  Wednesday 
when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— Wheelhouse. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hilL— Since  last  report 
the  following  members  weighed  in:— H.  Wilkins, 
roach;  W.  Yarham,  one  jack,  51b.  5oz. ;  F.  Wilson, 
perch  ;  and  H.  Cracknell,  roach.  We  have  decided  to 
alter  date  of  Christmas  outing  from  Dec.  15  to  Dec.  8, 
so  as  not  to  clash  with  the  A.B.S.  Competition;  any 
prize  not  taken  on  Dec.  8  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  22. 
At  our  concert  on  Monday  next,  Mr.  Derry  will  read 
a  short  paper  entitled,  "  Some  Links  with  the  Past."— 
G.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  R«se 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Nov.  24 
we  fished  for  the  two  remaining  quarterly  prizes,  Mr. 
J.  Drew  secured  the  second  prize  with  roach, 
31b.  14J0Z. ;  and  Mr.  F.  Boothby  the  third,  also  with 
roach.  Mr.  R.  Lummes  weighed  in  perch.  Our 
Christmas  outing  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Dec.  15,  at 
Windsor. — T.  Paternoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— Members  are  reminded 
of  our  competition  on  Dec.  1  at  Wargrave.  Train 
leaves  Paddington  9  o'clock.  I  should  be  pleased  to 
see  a  good  muster  on  the  occasion  of  our  "  Preservation  " 
concert  on  Dec.  4. — H.  Moore. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley  -  by  -  Bow,  E.  —  Mr. 
F.  Randall  conducted  last  Tuesday's  meeting,  when  it 
was  decided  that  we  "  rove  "  for  the  remaicing  prizes  of 
the  Christmas  match.  A  fine  pike  of  lljlb.  was  taken 
last  week  by  Mr.  Parmenter,  Mr.  Tucker  bream  and 
roach.  Messrs.  Lane,  Kelly,  and  Watkins,  jun., weighed 
fish  in  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams'  Competition.  On  Monday 
we  attend  the  North-East  Brothers'  visit.  —  Hy. 
Lane. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — The  committee  elected  to  arrange 
for  prizes  in  Christmas  outing  gave  in  their  report  last 
Tuesday,  Nov.  20,  the  meeting  approving  of  their 
recommendations.  We  start  for  the  above  on  Dec.  1, 
at  St.  Margaret's— boundary  St.  Margaret's  Bridge  to 
Rye  House  Bridge.  First  train  down,  then  meet  at 
"  Rose  and  Crown,"  to  have  names  booked  and  paying 
entrance  fee  Is.  Show  fish  not  later  than  0  o'clock  at 
same  house.  Messrs.  P.  Loft  and  H.  Everitt,  stewards. 
On  Nov.  24,  Messrs.  R.  Nursey,  G.  Webb,  and  C. 
Pycroft  had  roach,  E.  Argent  and  R.  Anderson,  perch. 
The  percTa  gross-weight  prize  for  November,  from  the 
Forty-Guinea  water,  was  won  by  Mr.  G.  Almeroth,  with 
lib.  15Joz. — E.  H.  Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Several  members  took  part  in 
Ben's  competition  on  Nov.  24,  four  or  five  coming  in  ; 
our  outing  to  Wargrave  on  Dec.  1  for  twenty  Christmas 
prizes  promises  a  success ;  all  to  start  by  the  9  a.m. 
from  Paddington,  returning  by  the  6.40;  towpath 
only.  The  only  members  to  weigh  fish  on  Nov.  24 
were  Messrs.  Burton  and  Gill,  others  having  fish,  but 
were  too  tired  to  come  up.— R.  Marshall. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 
The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  be  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent- 
garden,  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  2,  at  9  p.m.  sharp. 


Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  to  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Association,  at  the  "  Impt!' ial," 
Southwark  Street,  on  Nov.  25,  proved  a  most  success- 
ful event.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  president  of  the  Central, 
occupied  tho  chair,  supported  by  Messrs.  W.  Musgrove, 
C.  Watling,  J.  Smith,  R.  Hill,  and  a  host  of  friends. 
A  capital  programme  was  submitted  by  Mr.  J.  Wheel- 
house,  the  energetic  secretary,  with  Mr.  Ben  Brown  at 
the  piano,  who  again  pleased  all  by  his  masterful  over- 
tures and  accompaniments.  On  the  roll  call  it  was 
found  that  twenty-four  clubs  were  well  represented 
After  thanks  given  to  artistes  and  musical  honours  to 
the  chairman,  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  of  visits 
terminated. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  This 
society  will  fish  a  convivial  supper  match  against  the 
Battersea  Friendly  A. S.  on  Dec.  1  at  Windsor;  one 
rod  only  at  a  time  to  be  used,  and  no  member  to  carry 
bait  cans  on  this  occasion.  Thames  standard  only  for 
this  match  ;  any  member  not  complying  to  this  rule 
will  be  disqualified.  Also  club  match,  same  place,  for 
eight  prizes.  All  members  to  go  by  the  8.32  from 
Clapham  Junction ;  return  from  Windsor  at  5.50. 
Boundary  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Black  Fence  (back 
waters  barred) ;  towpath  only  for  both  matches.  Mr. 
G.  T.  Jameson  weighed  in  chub  (one  fish,  31b.  IJoz.) 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Mr.  T.  Passmore 
saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Nov.  24  with  jack.  Decem- 
ber outing  will  be  fished  open  (roving)  from  Weybridge 
Station,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Supper  next  Tuesday, 
Dec.  3,  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Will  members  please  turn 
up  punctually  as  we  have  a  long  programme  to  get 
through. — F.  Bishop. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  On  Nov.  24  only 
one  of  our  members  weighed  in — namely,  Mr.  H. 
Brampton,  with  roach.  On  Dec.  1  we  fish  for  eleven 
prizes  at  Broxbourne ;  boundary,  Carthagena  Weir  to 
"  Fish  and  Eels,"  and  show  fish  at  the  Weir  not  later 
than  4.15  p.m.  Will  members  please  try  and  visit  the 
Wenlock  I5rothers  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  3  (unfortunately 
our  club  night),  and  give  them  a  bumper. — E.  J.  Hunt. 

CoLLiNGWOOD  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Square,  Blackfriars-road. — Our  prize  outing  on 
Nov.  24  resulted  in  a  blank. ,  We  take  our  Central 
visit  on  Mondfiy,  Dec.  9.  All  brother  anglers  are 
cordially  invited.  Members  please  turn  up  next 
Wednesday  to  settle  Christmas  outing,  which  takes 
place  on  Dec.  22. — F.  P.  SoHf;E. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W. — We  have  an  outing 
for  lapsed  prizes  on  Dec.  1,  from  Kingston  Bridge  to 
Teddington  Lock.  Go  down  by  the  8.10  train. 
Members  going  later  must  report  themselves  before 
fishing.  All  members  may  compete  for  these  prizes. 
On  Nov.  24,  C.White  weighed  in  dace.  Our  Christinas 
outing  will  be  arranged  next  wsek. — J.  White. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Nov.  24  the  members 
competed  at  Harlow  for  the  Christmas  prizes  left  from 
the  previous  week.  Result  as  follows  :  1st,  A.  B.  Lloyd, 
sen.  ;  2nd,  R.  Pan-am  ;  3rd,  P.  Wood  ;  4th,  P. 
Davison  ;  5th,  F.  Baldwin  :  6th,  A.  Lloyd.  The 
remaining  prizes  to  be  competed  for,  roving,  on 
Dec.  1,  members  to  leave  London  on  the  morning. 
The  half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes  and  Christmas 
prize  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Dec.  23. — S.  Malbv. 

East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. —  Six  members 
attended  the  competition  and  club  prize  outing  at 
Richmond  on  Nov.  24,  but  were  unsuccessful,  except 
Mr.  H.  W.  Exall,  who  won  the  first  prize  of  the  club. 
Our  next  prize  outing  takes  place  on  Deo.  22.  Messrs. 
J.  Bannister  and  T.  Grimsdale  were  elected  to  attend 
the  Central  Association  delegate  meeting  on  Dec.  2. — 
E.  Dyball. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Mr.  J.  Durell  took  first  prize  in  the  pegged- 
down  match,  also  special  prize  for  the  best  roach  ;  the 
other  two  prizes  were  not  taken,  and  will  be  fished  for 
on  Dec.  7  and  8,  roving  competition,  one  day's  fishing. 
All  fish  to  weigh  ;  honorary  members  are  invited  to 
compete. — B.  Sabi;ent. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
The  next  Clerkenwell  and  District  visit  of  the  Angling 
Societies  is  appointed  to  take  place  at  the  above  house 
on  Monday,  Dec.  2. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch,  N.E. — Only  one  member 
weighed  in  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  24  before  ten 
o'clock — G.  Huggett,  roach,  14^oz.  The  following 
weighed  after  time :  Messrs.  Maybury,  41b.  13oz. ; 
Butcher,  lib.  ejoz.,  roach  ;  and  D.  Flint,  61b.  4ioz., 
jack  and  roach.  Members  will  fish  for  remainder  of 
prizes  as  per  last  week's  conditions. — F.  A.  Gray. 

Haecourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — Will  members  please  let 
me  have  their  names  for  the  Christmas  outing  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  also  as  many  entries  as  possible,  as  we 
want  to  make  this  a  record.    Our  concert  was  a  great 


success  on  Thursday  last;   the  room  was  packed, 
eleven  clubs  represented,  and  U  lis.  in  the  box. 
A.  E.  Payne. 

Harlbsden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown  Hotel, 
High-street,  Harlesden.— Our  outing  to  Windsor  was 
a  failure,  no  member  having  caught  the  necessary 
weight  of  fish  to  tnke  a  prize.  It  was  suggtistod  that 
we  have  a  Christmas  outing,  and  members  will  greatly 
oblige  by  attending  next  meeting,  in  order  to  arrange 
same.    The  monthly  competition  has  been  cancelled. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Nov.  24  our  outing  to 
Shiplake  was  almost  a  failure,  only  two  members 
weighing  in  fish— namely,  Mr.  Gillett,  1st,  with  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  Wiltshire,  2ud,  with  roach.  There  are  still 
five  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  they  will  be  at  Ware, 
9  o'clock  train,  on  Dec.  1.  Start  fro'm  the  Bull  by 
mutual  consent,  show  fish  in  Club  Room  at  9. .30,  and 
weigh  10  o'clock— the  boundary  is  Ware  Bridge  to 
Hearford  Lock,  and  only  those  members  who  went 
to  Shiplake  are  entitled  to  fish  for  those-prizes ;  the 
junior  members  also  fish  same  place.  A  new  working 
member  was  made,  viz.,  Mr.  T.  Beavis,  and  there  is 
still  room  for  more. — E.  W.  Bishop. 

Ilford  and  District  Piscatorial  Society,  Red 
Lion  Hotel,  lltord.— Our  prize  competition,  to  be  held 
at  Langford,  takes  place  on  Dec.  4  and  8.  Will  members 
intending  to  take  part  in  same  please  send  in  their 
names  to  the  secretary.  The  conditions  are :  Fish 
with  one  rod  only,  for  gross  weight  all  fish  to  weigh. 
Three  prizes.  Fishing  to  commence  at  10  a.m.  and 
finish  at  4.30  p  m.  Members  taking  part  in  com- 
petition on  Dec,  4  will  not  be  eligible  to  weigh  in  for 
prizes  on  Dec.  8.  Fish  to  be  weighed  in  at  clubhouse 
the  same  evening.  Our  waters  at  Langford  are  now 
in  good  condition  and  fishing  well,  several  good  baskets 
having  been  taken.  Members  are  recommended  to 
pay  them  a  visit.  Jack  have  been  feeding  well,  largest 
landed  last  week  was  a  nice  fish  of  81b.,  taken  by  Mr. 
C.  M.  Lane.— F.  C.  Wellinh. 

Ipswich  Piscatorial  Ramblers,  the  Lock  Tavern, 
Ipswich. — This  society's  first  birthday  was  celebrated 
on  Wednesday  (Nov.  20),  when  a  very  successful 
smoking  concert  took  place  at  tho  headquarters  in  the 
evening.  A  capital  programme  was  carried  out  by 
the  various  performers  who  gave  their  services  for 
the  occasion.  Each  item  was  received  with  merited 
applause,  and  the  appreciation  of  the  audience  was 
well  voiced  by  Mr.  J.  Burkitt,  who  moved  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  artists,  which  was  carried  with  acclama- 
tion. Mr.  H.  C.  Hudson  reports  a  catch  of  nine  pike 
from  Glevening  Hall  waters,  five  being  returned  t<i 
the  water  ;  the  smallest  retained  was  over  51b.,  and 
the  largest  151b.— H.'G.  Westgate. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— On  Nov.  24  the  following 
weighed  in:  Messrs.  Herbert,  dace;  Brockman, perch ; 
Burwash,  dace  ;  Challis,  dace.  Several  of  our  members 
entered  the  competition  at  Richmond,  the  only  suc- 
cesful  one  being  Mr.  J.  H.  Herbert.  We  fish  for  the 
lapsed  prizes  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  8  ;  from  the  Railway 
Bridge  to  Monkey  Island.  A  few  of  the  secretaries  of 
clubs  have  complied  with  my  request,  but  there  are 
still  many  which  have  not  sent  in  their  returns. — 
J.  H.  Hekp.eht. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  —  On 
Wednesday  evening  last  the  mcmliers  and  friends  sat 
down  to  a  supper,  celebrating  the  half  yearly  distribu- 
tion of  special  prizes.  Mr.  G.  Riches  occupied  tho 
chair,  faced  by  Mr.  C.  Hayward.  The  repast  wjs 
excellently  served  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  A.  Caley, 
and  those  who  partook  thereof  much  enjoyed  it.  The 
remainder  of  the  evening,  as  usual,  was  spent  in  dis- 
playing the  musical  talents  of  thosfe  assembled.  The 
most  pleasing  feature  of  the  meeting  was  the  present- 
ation of  the  Royal  Humane  Society's  certificate  to  one 
of  our  members,  Mr.  Arthur  Palmer,  for  a  most  con- 
piouous  act  of  l)ravery  in  saving  the  life  of  a  lad  in 
tho  Thames  near  Great  Marlow.  The  competitwn  for 
Mr.  G.  tf.  Lee's  jjrize  will  take  place  on  Dec.  1,  al,  ■ 
Great  Marlow.  Mr.  A.  Harris  weighed  in  bream  on 
the  24th.— H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— On  Nov.  24  our  tray  had  the 
finest  show  of  roach  this  season.  Mr.  John  Enticott, 
fishing  in  the  Coin,  landed  fourteen  roach,  the  heaviest 
lib.  loz.,  eight  going  lib.  each,  and  three  turning  the 
scale  over  ^Ib.  each,  total  weight  lOJlb.  Mr.  S. 
Bellchambers  and  P.  Sturgess,  fishing  at  Burnbam-on- 
Crouch,  weighed  in  281b.  of  whiting,  all  a  nice  size. 
Our  next  cornpetition  will  take  place  on  Dec.  15. — 
W.  Fkkes[ais. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Nov.  24  only  two  members  had 
fish :  Mr.  Biggs  31b.  2|lb.  roach,  Mr.  Symes,  roach.  1 
must  request  members  iu  arrears  to  turn  up  on 
Wednesday  next.  Christmas  outing  December  S.— 
W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  Fleet-street,  E.C. — The  annual  general  meeting 
of  this  society  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  (Nov.  23), 
when,  amongst  other  business,  the  election  of  officers 
was  proceeded  with.    The  secretary  was  re-elected. 
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It  was  with  great  regret  we  received  a  telegram  from 
our  president,  stating  that,  owing  to  the  serious  illness 
of  his  wife,  he  could  not  be  present.  Our  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel 
Tottenham  Court-road,  on  Saturday  evening  (Dec.  7). 

Nag's  Head  4NGLmG  Society,  Orford-road,  'Wal- 
thamstow. — The  second  outing  for  our  Treasurer's 
pri/.e,  on  Nov.  19,  between  Broxbourne  and  Rye 
Hou=e,  must  be  called  a  blank.  There  was  a  better 
chance  for  skating  than  for  angling.  The  smoking 
concert,  the  proceeds  of  which  go  to  aid  the  widow  of 
our  late  scalesman,  was  a  success.  Most  of  the 
Walthamstow  clubs  were  well  represented,  including 
the^  "  Lord  Brooke,"  "  Clissold,"  "  Royal  Standard," 
"  Walthamstow  Brothers,"  etc.  When  everyone  tried 
to  do  their  best  it  would  be  hard  to  particularise,  but 
Mr.  Will  Hood  had  by  far  the  largest  amount  of  work 
to  do,  and  did  it  well. — W.G. 

North-East  Bbotherb  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— Our  boundary 
match  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Cheshunt  was  not  very 
succe^stul,  and  as  the  result  only  three  prizes  were 
taken,  the  members  successful  being  Messrs.  G.  Taylor, 
third  prize,  with  roach ;  E.  Lamb,  fourth  prize,  with 
roach  ;  C.  Lamb,  junr.,  fifth  prize,  with  roach,  leaving 
fourteen  prizes  to  fish  for  on  Dec.  1.  Members  can  go 
where  they  please,  but  must  all  start  in  the  morning 
and  fish  bank  side  only.  On  Monday,  Dec.  2,  our 
return  visit  of  No.  1  District  takes  place,  when  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  from  various  clubs. — 
C.  Tavlok. 

Uglaxdeb  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Nov.  19,  Mr.  T. 
Wood  weighed  in  four  jack,  largest  3|lb.  On  21st,  a 
party  of  eight  journeyed  to  Burnham-on-Crouch,  but 
sport  was  poor ;  three  members  weighed  in,  though 
all  had  fish.  The  competition  closes  on  Dec.  7.  On 
Nov.  24  only  one  of  our  members  turned  out  in  the 
Abrahams'  Competition  at  Richmond  (Mr.  H.  Gasson), 
who  was  successful  in  winning  the  first  prize,  which' 
by  a  coincidence,  was  given  by  an  Oglander,  Mr.  F.' 
Vizer,  the  popular  hose  of  the  White  Cross  Hotel, 
Richmond.  Other  members  to  weigh  in  were 
Messrs.  \N .  Cartwright  (roach),  W.  Moyler  (bream), 
and  H.  Watts,  who  had  a  splendid  pike  forty  inches 
long  weighing  151b.  ;  it  was  a  male  fish,  perfect  in 
colour  and  shape,  and  had  it  been  in  the  pink  of  con- 
dition must  have  gone  20rb.  Mr.  W.  F.  Homer  (a 
recent  new  member)  is  setting  it  up.  On  Tuesday  it 
was  decided  to  fish  December  (monthly)  outing  at 
Datchet  on  Dec.  8.  Quarterly  night  Tuesday  (Dec  3) 
On  20th  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Edmonds  weighed  in  7}lb  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  G.  Wooldridge6*lb.  also  roach 
and  dace  ;  both  Thames  punt.  -  W.  S.  C. 

Obiginal  Alexandba  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  Our 
A.B.  concert  passed  off  very  satisfactorily,  and  I  beg 
to  thank  all  the  visitors  for  their  support  ;  the  boxes 
were  well  patronised.  I  have  still  a  few  tickets  for 
the  W.  Davis  benefit,  which  I  hope  to  dispose  of  before 
Dec.  16.  I  trust  all  those  who  can  will  turn  up  at 
the  North-east  return  visit  on  Monday.  Only  three 
prizes  were  won  last  outing  by  Messrs.  Preston, 
Hadkiss,  and  Knowlson.  The  two  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  under  the  same  conditions  as  last 
week.  Quarterly  night  will  be  Dec.  18  instead  of  the 
25th. — Geobge. 

Obmonde  Angling  Society,  the  Rose,  Saville-place, 
S.E.-Our  match  on  Nov.  24  resulted  in  Mr.  Downs 
taking  first  prize  with  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Ford, 
second  prize,  with  dace,  only  two  prizes  being  taken  — 
H.  Thuksting. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Nov.  24  Messrs.  W.  Payne 
weighed  in  roach,  G.  Huggins  a  jack  of  7Jlb.  On 
Nov.  26  we  had  a  good  meeting,  the  president  t-^km^ 
the  chair.  There  will  be  a  slight  alteration  in  the 
outing,  inasmuch  that  it  will  be  a  Christmas  sweep- 
stake outing,  as  we  have  had  in  previous  years,  no 
money  being  drawn  from  the  funds.  The  other  items 
such  as  date,  bouudary,  rods  to  be  carried,  fish  to  be 
weighed  in,  etc.,  stand  as  previously  arranged.  All 
hon.  members  are  cordially  invited  to  compete  I 


shall  be  pleased  to  have  all  names  and  money  of 
intending  competitors  on  Saturday  next.  I  should 
much  like  to  see  all  members  turn  up  that  can  possibly 
do  so. — F.  Cook. 

Royal  Geobge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Nov.  27  the  officers 
for  the  current  quarter  were  elected.  It  has  been 
decided  that  our  next  competition  takes  place  at 
Richmond,  Dec.  15.,  same  conditions  as  the  Ano-lers' 
Benevolent  Society  competition.  The  club  "have 
pleasure  in  contributing  their  usual  prize  to  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  competition.  Wo  trust  that  all 
competitors  will  have  plenty  of  sport. — J.  Gibhons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.— On  Nov.  24  the  following  weighed 
in :  Messrs.  C.  Godfrey,  perch ;  R.  Walker,  roach  ; 
the  last-named  member  was  in  the  match  at  Rich- 
mond.— F.  PiGNATELLI. 

SEYiMOUB  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Nov.  2J, 
a  few  members  were  out,  with  the  following  results  : 
Mr.  T.  Jay,  jack ;  and  Mr.  W.  Aldis,  jack.  We  have 
arranged  our  Christmas  outing  for  Dec.  8,  from  Marsh 
Lock  (Shiplake)  to  end  of  cutting;  gross  weight  all 
fish ;  one  rod,  bank,  for  seven  prizes. — W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Our  outing  to 
Shiplake  on  Nov.  24  resulted  as  follows  :— 1st,  Mr.  A. 
Simmonds,  perch  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Saalfeld,  perch  ;  3rd,  Mr. 
E.  Jacobs,  roach.  Dec.  3  being  quarterly  night,  I 
hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  be  present.— 
R.  Smith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
Since  my  last  report  the  New  Grange,  Angling  Society 
held  at  the  Queen's  Head,  Fendall-street,  Grange-road, 
Bermondsey,  have  been  enrolled,  and  we  should  be 
pleased  to  see  them  at  the  Duchess  Angling  Society's 
visit  at  the  Duchess,  Deverell-street,  Great  Dover- 
street,  on  Tuesday  next,  Deo.  3. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rnodeswell- 
road,  Stepney,  E.— On  Nov.  24  two  more  prizes  were 
taken,  Mr.  Craythorne,  roach,  one  weighing  over  lib., 
Mr.  Jolly,  bream,  Mr.  C.  Bolding  weighing  in  his 
usual  tray  of  roach.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  our 
old  chairman,  Charlie  Dicks,  has  arrived  home  safe 
from  tlie  war,  after  an  absence  of  nearly  two  years, 
and  received  a  hearty  welcome  from  all — W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
'Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Mr.  Cour- 
ridge  weighed  in  on  Nov.  20,  and  Messrs.  H.  Pain 
(winner  of  sixth  prize),  A.  Jenkins,  W.  Wright,  and 
A.  Pain  on  Nov.  24.  There  are  thirty  prizes  down  for 
Christmas  outing,  and  those  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  are  requested  to  attend  on  Dec.  3  to 
complete  the  list.  It  lias  been  decided  to  fish  the 
match  at  Datchet  and  Wraysbury  on  Dec.  8,  under 
usual  conditions.  Boundary  from  Albert  Bridge  to 
Bells  of  Ouseley,  and  to  go  by  8.25  train  from 
Vauxhall.— A.  P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Nov.  24 
Mr.  J.  Hobbs  weighed  in  roach  ;  Mr.  F.  Bates  also  had 
a  nice  show  of  whiting  from  Burnham.  Train  will 
leave  Stratford  main  station  on  Dec.  1  for  our  Christ- 
mas prize  outing  at  Hatfield-Peveiel ;  next  meeting 
Dec.  3.— G.  P.Xyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  feotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — At  our  last  meeting  it 
was  decided  to  take  into  consideration  the  question  of 
an  outing  to  compete  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  to  take 
place  on  Dec.  8,  and  as  many  members  as  possible  are 
requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  3,  to 
arrange  the  competition.  The  draw  last  Tuesday, 
Nov.  26,  resulted  in  Messrs.  Gerrard  &  Stevens  obtain- 
ing the  fishing  permits.— J.  S.  F.  Webb. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Dec.  1 
we  take  our  Christmas  outing  to  Marlow,  roving 
match,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  turn  out ; 
there  are  some  very  good  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  all 
members  are  to  return  by  the  7.25  train  from  Marlow 
Station.  On  Dec.  18  there  will  be  a  convivial  con- 
cert and  distribution  of  prizes.  On  Nov.  24  there 
were  several  members  out,  but  sport  was  poor  owing 
to  the  bad  state  of  the  water  and  bad  weather,  only 
J.  Soothill  having  fish. — F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Geben  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— We  had  a  com- 
plimentary concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on 
Nov.  27,  when  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  was  in  the 
chair  and  Mr.  W.  Duffield  in  the  vice.  We  had  a 
grand  host  of  talent,  supported  by  the  following  gentle- 
men ;— Messrs.  C.  Taylor,  B.  N.  Duffield,  W.  Hawkins, 
W.  Powe,  G.  Powe,  etc.  The  members  of  the  above 
wish  to  thank  all  societies  that  were  represented.  Oar 
Christmas  outing  takes  place  at  Hampton  on  Dec.  22 
for  several  valuable  prizes. — W.  L.  Kerry. 

Walthamstow  Bbothees  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — We  had  a  nice 
show  of  fish  on  Nov.  24,  the  first  day  of  our  Christmas 
competition.  Messrs.  W.  O.-ment  and  Howell  had 
roach,  Mr.  Ecot  jack,  and  Mr.  Prosser  perch.  We  ai-e 
going  to  decide  about  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  at 
our  next  meeting.    We  heartily  thank  the  Warwick 


and  Nag's  Head  societies  for  their  doDatiouB  to  our 
prize  list.— M.  ScHocKu. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.-A  good  show  of 
pike  was  weighed  in  on  Nov.  22  taken  by  Mr.  Papwortb. 
On  Dec  1  we  fish  f  .r  December  prizes  at  Harlow, 
J-.ssex.  Tram  leaves  Liverpool-stieet  at  8  5.  Memljers 
not  travelling  by  this  train  must  report  themselves 
to  a  member  before  fi.shing.  To  cease  fishing  at  5  o'clock 
and  to  show  fish  at  station.  On  Dec.  3  is  our  annual 
supper  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
A  grand  smoking  concert  will  follow,  special  artistes 
being  engaged  for  this  occasion.— J.  Vabnev 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  the  24th  tlie  following  wciched 
in:  Mr.  Milton,  jack;  Mr.  G.  Buteux,  roach.  Mr 
bnead  wins  the  monthly  prize  for  jack.  We  fish  our 
Christmas  prize  outing  at  Kyc  House  on  Dec.  1 
roving.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
List  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Dec.  3.  All  clubs 
not  receiving  invitations  please  accept  this  — H 
Heir. 

West  Ham  Bbothehs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— The  following 
were  the  successful  members  to  weigh  in  last  week  for 
our  Christmas  prizes :— Messrs.  Newton,  jun  1st  • 
Newton,  sen.,  2nd;  Burling,  .3rd;  Poole,  4th-  Sharp' 
5th;  Pethurst,  6th;  Bowles,  Tth ;  Tomkinson,  8th  ' 
and  Turner,  jack.  There  arc  twelve  more  prizes  to 
fish  for;  conditions  the  same  as  last  week,  go  where 
you  like  ;  only  fish  caught  same  day  to  weigh.  I  hope 
members  will  turn  up  next  Wednesday  nigbt  (Dec  4) 
which  is  our  quarterly  meeting.— R.  Petiilrst.     '  ' 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead.— Several  of  our 
members  have  been  out  fishing,  with  very  poor  results 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  W.  Brown,  who  has  had 
some  very  nice  takes  of  roach.  On  Nov.  23,  Mr  F 
Cresswell  weighed  in  jack  and  roach  ;  J.  R.  Howcroft^ 
jack.  On  Wednesday,  Dec.  4,  a  summoned  meeting 
will  take  place  to  consider  the  question  of  a  club  out" 
mg  and  other  business  ;  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend.— J.  R.  Howcroft. 


CAPTUEE  OF  A  BADGER 
The  following  interesting  account  of  the  capture  of 
a  badger  at  Lea  Green  is  from  the  Kentish  Mercury. 
Brer  Badger  was  first  "  spotted  "  by  a  Lea  resident  at 
eleven  o'clock  one  morning,  and  he,  being  a  law- 
abiding  individual,  promptly  sent  for  the  police,  and  a 
constable  duly  arrived  in  answer  to  his  summons. 
The   "active  and  intelligent   officer,"  having  been 
shown  the  wanderer,  declared  it  to  be  a  mongoose. 
But  mongoose  or  what  not  it  had  to  be  captured,  and 
the  officer  undertook  the  task  with  easy  confidence. 
He  had,  however,  not  counted  the  cost,  and  had 
reckoned  without  his  badger.    From  the  "fus'  pass," 
as  Uncle  Remus  would  have  said,  the  back  garden  was 
full  of  wildly  whirling  badger  and  policeman,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  minutes  the  police  sent  for  reinforce- 
ments.   Another  constable  put  in  an  appearance,  but 
then  force  was  abandoned  in  favour  of  more  wily 
raethods.    With  a  noose  at  the  end  of  a  broomstick 
the  "boys  in  blue"  tried  to  lasso  their  quarry,  but 
without  avail.    By  this  time  the  badger,  realising  that 
the  odds  were  against  it,  endeavoured  to  change  the 
venue  to  the  next  garden,  and  broke  a  large  pane  of 
plate  glass.    A  new  plan  of  campaign  was  then  decided 
upon.    One  constable,  acquainted  with  the  methods 
of  practical  entomology,  suggested  something  in  the 
netting  way.     A  clothes-basket  was  procured,  and 
armed  with  this  the  policemen  stole  upon  their  prev 
and  covered  him  at  the  first  "swipe."    Onlookers  at 
bedroom  windows  cheered,  and  the  two  heroes,  wiping 
the  perspiration  from  their  brows,  took  their  seat 
upon  the  bottom  of  the  basket,  with  the  twofold  object 
of  resting  after  their  exertions  and  subduing  the  per- 
fervid  demonstrations  of  the  badger.     But  they 
happened  to  be  men  of  weight,  and  the  bottom  of  the 
basket  fell  in,  and  they  with  it,  "  right  in  among  Brer 
Badger."    It  was  a  moment  of  delirious  anxietv.  The 
onlookers  laughed  consumedly.    Two  plump  policemen 
back  to  back,  their  feet  wildly  wa%-ing  in  the  air,  and 
the  badger,  with  the  best  intentions  in  the  world, 
prevented  from  "  getting  a  bit  of  his  own  back  "  bv  the 
basket  bottom  which  intervened  between  his  teeth  and 
the  persons  of  the  policemen.    The  end  of  that  hunt 
was  that  the  badger  again  escaped,  but  after  a  time  he 
was  lured  into  a  tub,  which  was  then  covered  with  a 
sack  and  borne  in  triumph  to  the  police-station 
where,  being  put  in  the  dock,  he  made  no  answer  to 
the  twofold  charge  of  "  wandering  abroad  without 
visible  means  of  subsistence  and  resisting  the  police  iu 
the  execution  of  their  duty,"  and  was  remanded  to  the 
coal  cellar  in  custody.    From  that  moment  until  he 
was  passed  over  to  his  purchaser  the  captive  "  fared 
sumptuously  every  day  "  at  the  expense  of  his  captors 
and  their  colleagues,  a  local  butcher  being  specially 
retained  to  supply  him  with  meat  in  due  season.  But 
he  was  not  content.    He  made  frantic  and  unceasin" 
efiorts  to  escape,  and  distm-bed  the  well-earned  rest  of 
the  constables  by  his  nocturnal  "goings  on."  Thev 
were  not  sorry  to  be  rid  of  him. 
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HIGHBRIDGE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  took  place  at  the 
headquarters  (Coopers'  Arms-  Hotel)  on  Nov.  23,  and 
about  forty  members  sat  down  to  a  splendid  repast, 
provided  by  our  hostess  and  Mr.  E.  Card.  The  room  was 
tastefully  decorated.  Mr.  A.  G.  Pitts,  J. P.,  occupied 
the  chair  and  Mr.  John  Tyler  the  vice  chair.  Captain 
Williams,  Messrs.  F.  Webster,  J.  B.  Brown,  J.  Wood, 
J.  Thompson,  and  the  hon.  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Howell) 
supported  the  chair.  A  short  list  of  toasts  was  first 
attended  to,  these  including  ''The  King  and  Royal 
Family,"  "  The  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  and  Ministers  of 
all  Denominations,"  Mr.  Churchwarden  Tyler  respond- 
ing to  the  latter  ;  "Army,  Navy,  and  Auxiliary  Forces," 
Captain  Williams  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Pitts  responding.  The 
harmony  commenced  with  Mr.  Ned  Tout's  banjo  solo. 
The  hon.  secretary  gave  his  statement  as  to  the  position 
and  finances  of  the  club,  which  showed  that  they  were 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  Mr.  John  Tyler  next 
undertook  a  very  interesting  presentation  to  the 
secretary.  Mr.  Tyler  in  making  the  presentation 
thanked  Mr.  Howell  for  his  able  report,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  Angling  Association,  asked  Mr.  Howell's 
acceptance  of  the  handsome  dinner  service  he  saw 
before  him  —  not  on  account  of  its  intrinsic 
value,  but  to  mark  their  appreciation  of  his  devoted 
services  to  the  cause  of  angling  and  to  the  club 
in  particular.  Mr.  Howell  suitably  responded.  The 
Chairman  then  gave  the  toast  of  "The  Highbridge 
Angling  Association,"  and  congratulated  them  upon 
the  satisfactory  state  of  the  club.  After  several  well- 
rendered  songs,  etc.,  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman  "  was 
received  with  musical  honours.  Mr.  J.  Wood  ably 
presided  at  the  piano.  The  toast  of  "  The  Host  and 
Hostess  "  and  the  National  Anthem  brought  a  very 
pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — E.  G.  Wilkins. 


BRITISH  SE.\  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  members  held  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  27  at  S  p.m., 
Mr.  Pickup  in  the  chair,  after  the  usual  business, 
reports  were  read  from  the  society's  agent  at  Lowes- 
toft, Southend,  Southwold,  and  Deal,  and  special 
report  from  Mr.  C.  Petrzywalski,  Margate— strong 
winds  and  few  catches.  Mr.  Wood  two  lines,  4  score 
whiting,  20  codling  ;  Mr.  Abrahams,  3  score  10  whiting, 
some  large  pouting  and  5  nice  cod,  again  37  good 
whiting  and  pouting,  finishing  up  with  a  strong  N.W. 
wind ;  C.  Knight,  3  score  whiting  and  some  nice  codling. 
Nov.  27 — Weather  fine,  sea  smoothing,  and  a  promise 
of  better  sport.  Mr.  W.  S.  Ladell,  Eamsgate,two  score 
codling  —  bait.  Soldier  Crab.  Verbal  reports  were 
received  from  INIr.  Wm.  Bennett,  fishing  with  Mrs. 
Bennett  at  Deal,  had  taken  five  .score  whiting  and 
some  small  conger ;  Mr.  Bates  reported  a  take  of  nine 
and  a  half  score  whiting  at  Deal ;  Mr.  Tucker  had 
been  fishing  at  Deal  on  Tuesday  with  Mr.  Baker,  and 
the  Messrs  Mignot  take  of  seven  score  and  one  whiting 
and  five  flatfish;  Mr.  Gordon,  at  Deal,  three  and  a 
half  score  whiting  and  pouting ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Basten,  a 
take  of  three  score  whiting  and  pouting,  and  a  good 
conger  missed  in  the  gaffing.  The  chairman  called 
attention  totheBoat  Competition  on  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday  last.  Except  on  Sunday  the  weather  was 
not  favourable  ;  there  was  not  a  big  take  of  fish,  but 
on  Nov.  24  over  a  hundred  boats  were  out ;  the  take 
was  over  2  tons  of  fish.  The  prizes  would  have  to  be 
awarded  by  the  committee  at  their  nest  meeting,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  announced.  One  hundred 
and  twenty  -  six  members  comp*ed,  forty  -  five 
weighed  in,  against  one  hundred  and  eleven  com- 
petitors in  1900.  Mr.  J.  S.  Churchward  then  read 
a  synopsis  of  his  paper  upon  "River  Erosion,"  the 
reading  of  the  whole  paper  being  deferred  to  some 
subsequent  date.  Full  remarks  were  then  made  by 
the  chairman  and  several  members  upon  the  various 
objects  of  the  society,  pointing  out  that  the  sporting 
side  had  been  well  and  successfully  maintained  ;  the 
social  side  had  not  been  neglected.  Serious  attention 
was  called  to  the  more  serious  side  of  the  society's 
objects,  the  dissemination'  and  discussion  of  matters 
attecting  the  great  fish  food  supply  of  the  nation  ;  the 
committee  were  urged  to  secure  the  reading  and 
discussion  of  papers  upon  such  matters,  a  large 
attendance  of  members  being  a  necessity.  Attention 
was  called  to  the  lantern  show  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey, 
"  Round  the  Coast  with  a  Camera,"  on  Dec.  4,  a  ladies' 
night;  and  that  on  Dec.  11,  a  smoking  concert  would 
be  held  at  Frascati's.  With  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman,  and  the  customary  toast  of  "The 
Society,"  the  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close. 

W.  H.  W.  Geove,  Secretary. 

Large  numbers  of  anglers,  including  many  members 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  patronised  the  pier 
for  some  hours  on  Nov.  24,  and  some  few  of  them  met. 
with  fair  success  in  the  morning,  but  the  majority 
experienced  severe  disappointment.  The  afternoon's 
sport  proved  very  poor,  and  everyone  retired  before 
evening  set  in.    Monday  brought  with  it  very  thick 


water,  and  only  some  half-doxen  codling  and  a  few 
score  of  whiting  rewarded  the  efforts  of  some  fourteen 
anglers  of  both  sexes.  Tuesday  proved  still  more 
unprofitable,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  de- 
terred many  from  venturing  \ipon  the  pier.  There 
were  numerous  fresh  arrivals  on  Wednesday,  and  one 
and  all  experienced  excellent  sport  for  about  an  hour 
upon  the  slack  of  the  flood  tide,  when  the  water  had 
cleared  considerably. 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 
Ajnnuai,  Competition,  Deal,  Nov.  23,  24,  and  25. 
Saturday,  Nov.  23. 


R.  C.  H.  Corfe   12  whiting,  111b. ;  34  sizeable 

fish. 

Mrs.  Corfe   12  whiting,  81b.  loz. 

C.  Handley    12  whiting,  81b.  5oz.  ;  17  size- 

able fish. 

J.  T.  King   12  whiting,  81b.  12^oz. ;  16  size- 

able fish. 

H.  H.  Lewis   15  sizeable  fish,  101b.  2oz. 

G.  C.  Lockett    12  whiting,  71b.  6oz. 

R.  Morrell   12  whiting,  71b.  3oz. 

A.  C.  Towers   12  whiting,  61b.  12oz. 

M.  Wilson   12  whiting,  81b.  <)oz. 

F.  C.  Worsfold   11  whiting,  61b.  12oz. 

Suuday,  Nov.  24. 

R.  M.  .\ndrew    12, whiting,  91b.  4oz. ;  1  pouting, 

21b.  2oz. 

S.  Bullock   12  whiting,  101b.  loz. 

G.  W.  Brading   12  whiting,  111b.  2oz. 

H.  C.  Carter   10  whiting,  81b.  7oz. 

G.  R.  Clarke   12  whiting,  81b.  loz. 

R.  Day    12  whiting,  91b.  loz. 

W.  G.  P.  Davis   12  whiting,  91b. 

F.  Fowler   1  conger,  121b. 

H.  Gentry   12  whiting,  81b.  12oz. 

J.  J.  Green    12  whiting,  101b.  4oz. 

R.  J.  CTordon    12  whiting,  101b.  Boz. 

W.  T.  Hossack   12  whiting,  71b.  Hoz. 

E.  J.  Holbrow    12  whiting,  91b.  Soz.  ;  ]  cod, 

111b.  6oz. 

W.  Jopson   12  whiting,  81b.  Go/,. 

W.  B.  Merton    12  whiting,  101b. 

S.  J.  Prior   12  whiting,  81b.  lOoz. 

T.  Roberts   12  whiting,  71b.  Soz. 

B.  F.  Stratton   12  whiting,  121b.  14oz. ;  43  size- 

able fish. 

R.  J.  Sowter   1  cod,  121b.  12oz. 

W.  J.  Summers    12  whiting,  111b.  12oz. :  32  size- 

able fish. 

G.  D.  Turner    12  whiting,  81b.  Soz. 

A.  Whitwell   12  whiting,  91b.  12oz. 

Monday,  Nov.  25. 

P.  Bates    12  whiting,  91b.  14oz. 

W.  Burgess    12  whiting,  91b.  lloz. ;  33  size- 

able fish. 

R.  Cawley   12  whiting,  81b.  12oz. 

Mrs.  Cotes   12  whiting,  101b.  2oz. 

T.J.  Church   12  whiting,  81b.  8oz.;  1  conger, 

61b.  2oz. 

A.  H.  Goggs    12  whiting,  91b. 

C.  W.Croft-Handley...  12  whiting,  101b,  2oz. 
A.  E.  Litchfield    12  whiting,  101b. 

H.  M»rks   ^12  whiting,  101b.  4oz. ;  28  size- 

able fish. 

A.  Macintyre    12  whiting,  81b.  12oz. 

A.  W.  Parker    12  whiting,  81b.  Soz.  ;  21  size- 

able fish. 

G.  Young    12  whiting,  9lb.  loz. 


•  The  total  number  ;of  entries  amounted  to  157,  and 
the  number  who  actually  competed  was  126.  •  Of  the 
latter  number  forty-five  members  brought  their  respec- 
tive catches  to  the  scales. 

J.  RiCHAEDSON  (B.S.A.S.),  The  Pier. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Thbee  was  a  right  merry  gathering  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant  on  Monday  evening,  to  assist  at  the  usual 
winter  supper  of  this  Society.  Besides  members,  there 
was  a  good  sprinkling  of  friends — those  who  appreciate 
to  the  full  the  truth  of  Bobbie  Burns'  lines,  which, 
speaking  from  memory,  run  after  this  fashion  : — 

Frien'ship  mak's  us  a'  mair  happy, 

Frien'ship  gies  us  a'  delight, 

Frien'ship  consecrates  the  drappic, 

Frien'ship  brings  us  here  to-night. 
The  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  a  P.  M.  him- 
self in  the  gentle  art  of  making  friends — aye,  and  of 
keeping  them,  too — was  in  the  chair.  Captain  A.  E. 
Hayward  Pinch,  a  keen  and  successful  angler  in  botb 
fresh  and  salt  water,  acting  as  vice-chairman.  Al- 
though the  numbers  fell  rather  short  of  last 
year's  figure  (due,  like  everything  else  of  an 
adverse  nature,  to  the  interminable  war  in  South 
Africa),  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  of  the  rcunim 
left  nothing  to  be  desired.  An  excellent  menu  was 
discussed.  Toasts  were  few,  but  of  music  there  was 
ample.  After  the  health  of  the  King  and  Queen,  with 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family,  had  been  loyally  and 


heartily  drunk,  the  Chairman  gave  the  toast  of 
"The  Piscatorial  Society."  He  remarked  that  he 
was  one  of  the  "  old  geysers  "  of  the  Society, 
— //(('  old  geyser,  in  fact.  He  had,  therefore,  naturally 
seen  many  changes,  but  he  could  safely  assert  that  he 
had  never  known  the  Society,  as  it  now  existed, 
to  bo  in  a  healthier  condition.  The  esprit  dc  (vrps 
was  most  marked,  and  good  fellowship  reigned 
supreme.  Why,  "when  th^ro  was  the  remotest 
prospect  of  their  losing  their  "Three  fields"  on 
the  Kennet,  through  a  prospective  change  of 
lessor,  what  was  done  ?  Their  old  and  valued 
member,  Mr.  Robert  Blundell,  came  along  and  bought 
not  the  fields  only,  but  the  whole  farm  !  Then,  if 
there  was  a  question  about  their  not  having  the  room 
in  which  they  were  seated,  the  rumour,  at  any  rate, 
would  go  forth  that  "old  Brown  was  going  to 
buy  the  Holboru  Restaurant."  (Loud  laughter.) 
Everyone,  in  fact,  was  anxious,  so  great  was 
the  catiiaidderic  which  obtained,  to  do  his  very 
best  to  help  the  Society  in  every  way.  They  had 
waters  at  Newbury  and  Uxbridge,  and  they  saw  that 
a  young  member — Sheringham  by  name — had  caught 
in  the  Coin  at  the  latter  place  a  trout  of  71b.  12oz. 
Their  old  friend,  George  Smith,  came  in  to  a  meeting 
one  night  like  a  second  Sinbad  the  Sailor,  with  a 
load  on  his  back,  which  said  load  contained  not 
the  Old  Man  of  the  Sea,  but  as  many  huge 
bream  as  he  could  carry  —  fish  of  61b.  being 
amongst  his  grand  catch.  Dear  old  Fletcher  went  to 
Newbury,  and  found  181b.  and  201b.  pike  waiting  for 
him.  Then  he  (the  speaker)  introduced  a  friend  of  his. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Poole — quite  a  lad,  piscatorially  speaking— to 
the  Kennet,  and  he  forthwith  promptly  killed  a  51b. 
trout,  as  easily  as  ABC,  on  the  dry  fly  1  Last,  but 
not  least,  their  "  baby  "  member — Mr.  H.  Zaehnsdorf — 
landed  a  41b.  pike,  on  Saturday,  on  a  fly  rod.  All  he 
(the  speaker)  could  do  was  to  try  and  catch  the 
Hungerford  "  tailers,"  and  the  vico-cluurman  had  still 
designs  upon  the  life  of  the  monster  pike  at  Uxbridge, 
which  he  hoped  some  day  to  gaff.  The  health  of 
the  Society  was  drunk  with  great  enthus'asm.  The 
only  other  toasts  were  "  The  Chairman  "  and  "The 
Vice-Chairman."  During  the  evening  a  banjo  party 
consisting  of  Messrs.  E.  Zaehnsdorf,  S.  Scarlett,  R. 
Cory,  P.  R.  Coster,  and  L.  Phillips,  delighted  the 
company  with  several  selections  admirably  rendered, 
and  Mr.  Tom  Brantford  told  some  of  his  inimitable 
stories.  The  following  artists  also  gave  songs  and 
sketches;  Messrs.  J.  H.  Bovitt,  C.  Dolphin,  Fred 
Clements,  and  C.  King,  the  last  named  performer's 
quick-change  character  sketch  being  particularly  good. 
Mr.  Mantell  accompanied. — M.  de  C. 


THAMES   ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


Am:  the  usual  monthly  committee  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday  afternoon,  at  the  offices,  12,  Regent-street, 
the  following  members  were  present :  Messrs.  Berry, 
Price,  Elsuiore,  Nevill,  Higgins,  and  Crumplen.  In 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Alderman  Nuthall,  who  is  indis- 
posed, the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Crumplen.  The 
business  was  quickly  done,  the  question  as  to  illegal 
fishing  at  Isleworth  being  founded  on  rather  vague 
evidence,  and  a  complaint  by  the  head  keeper  against 
two  anglers  being  settled  in  an  amicable  manner. 
Anglers,  however,  are  requested  not  to  leave  their  rods 
practically  unattended,  neither  may  they  light  fires  on 
the  bank  or  towpath  of  the  Thames,  this  latter  being 
a  nuisance  to  passengers  and  inhabitants  and  is  also 
illegal.  The  financial  position  is  better  than  at  the 
end  of  October,  the  subscriptions  amounting  to 
±18  15s.  6d.,  of  which  Mr.  Sheriff  Marshall  kindly 
contributed  i;5  5s.,  and  the  balance  at  the  bank  is  now 
£62  16s.  9d.  W.  H.  Elsmork. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and.  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

21,544.    Mr.  John  Hodgson  Leo,  115,  Cannon-street. 

Improvements  in  artificial  spinning  fishing- 
bjic. 

12,754.  Fishing.  Patentee:  Mr.  G.  E.  Hermon, 
Doublebois,  Liskeard.  Rods  and  rod  fit- 
tings. The  lower  end  of  the  reel  plate  is 
secured  in  a  recess,  as  usual,  beneath  a 
ring,  a  spring  being  fixed  to  the  rod  to  press 
against  the  plate.  The  upper  end  of  the 
plate  is  held  by  a  sliding  sleeve  in  which  a 
longitudinal  slot  is  made  with  teeth  on  one 
side. 

22,572.  Mr.  Charles  Paas  Parlow,  1,  Queen  Victoria- 
street,  London.  Improvements  in  and 
relating  to  fish-hooks.  , 

22,697.  Mr.  George  Wallace  Plett,  of  tbe  firm  of 
Messrs.  George  Cowie,  Sons  &  Co.,  Vin- 
cent-street, Glasgow.  Improved  means  for 
securing  the  yard-bars  to  the  yards  of  fishing 
and  other  boats. 
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ANDERSONS 


HIGH  CLASS  WATERPROOFS 
FOR  SHOOTING,  FISHING,  ETC. 


37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST., 

LONDON,  E.C. 


ANDERSOKS' 

Highest  Grade 
Guaranteed 
Absolutely 
Waterproof 

CARTRIDGE 
BAGS. 


The  "  Al-lioU  ■  is 
a  (U'ciilu<l  iiniiriivc- 
riiuiit  upon  nil  jiri- 
vioMs  Sportsman  s 
Seats  ;  fjeiiiy  Tri- 
pod when  opened, 
it  is  fur  iiioi 
coMifortalile  am 
stalile  than  th 
one  -  le^'H:e(l  pat  - 
tern ;  it  also  revol- 
ves at  user's  will, 
thnsenalilinit  ipiiek 
action  in  any  direc- 
tion. When  closed, 
it  forms  a  linlit  and 
strong  \Valltin;.' 
.Stick  with  a  ^ood 
grip  lov  the  ham 


THE  NEW 
"ATHOLL  " 
SPORTSMAN'S 
SEAT. 

Prioe  25/-. 


THE 

'ROUGHANTOUGH' 
WATERPROOF 

For  Game- 
keepers. 

A  Tough 
Garment  for 
tiie  roughest 

of  work. 


INDfRSONS'  LONDON. 


WATERPROOF  FOLDING  SEATS. 

11  hy  ]()  in.,  1/6.      I    1(5  liy  12  in.,  2/- 
Slxtor8/6.        I     .Si.\  tor  11/6. 


RECOIL  PADS. 

To  stretch  over 

Kntt  of  Gun. 
Greatly  minimises 
the  streiijith  of  the 
recoil.    Viice^s — 
.N'o.  1,  with  sjjDiiae 

Kuliher  Pad,  4/6. 
.No.  -1.  with  Pnen- 


niatu- 


Pad 


ANDERSONS' 
BREADALBANE' 
WATERPROOF 

AND  SELF- 
VENTILATING 
SHOOTING 
COSTUME. 

(Consisting  of 
Cape  and  Kilt 
Light,  Duralilo 

Comfortable. 
Easy  to  Walk  in 
Tveeps  the  wear*; 
Perfectly  Dry. 


ANDERSONS' 
QUARTERDECK 
BOOTS. 


MP  ROVED  KCN-SL[FP[NC  PIKEI 
BOOTS. 

For  Gentlemen  -  27/6  per  pair. 


Fcr  Ladies 


18/6 


"ROUGHANTOUGH"  WATERPROOF 


l^OR  liAJIJiKKEPERS,  WATCUF.KS,  AXU  OTHERS. 
As  the  name  implies,  this  M'aterproof  is  specially  hiiilt  for 
tile  ver)  l{<>iiiilif.st  work,  and  it  will  1  e  found  a  thoioU'jrhly 
Tiniiih  fiaiment ;  it  is  ventilated,  has  patched  sliouldeis, 
voiimy  pockets,  &r.    Price  35  -  for  all  Stock  Sizes  up  to  4S  in.  chest,  ami 
37/6'  an.l  40/-.  WATERPROOF  SPORTING  HUTS,  tomateh,  7/6  each. 

The  Head  (iamekecper  to  Lord  Lonsdale  writes  :  "  I  wore  tlie  Coat  »H  the  Grouse  Shooting  Season,  aiiiJ 
in  all  weathers,  which  it  stood  exceedinjily  well. ' 


>  in.  lou^  ;  e.\tra  hiijie  sizes 


True  Models  to  Life.    Hand  Curved  and  P  i  n'ed.    Superior  Make  and  Finish .    Glass  Eyes. 
DICKS,  —.Self-halancinu  from  the  in  How  of  water.  Heads  screw  ott'.  thus  renileriu',;  them  .s;ifer  in  Ir.iiisit. 


Xo.  1.  Drake,  12/6. 


No.  •>.  Duck,  12/6. 


I<X>3D. 
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TuE  mouthly  delegate  nifeting  of  the  Ueutral 
Association  will  be  beld  on  Monday  evening  (Dec  9) 
at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent- 
garden.    Chair  will  be  taken  at  nine  o'clock  sharp 


Mb.  J.  T.  Aech,  founder  and  president  of  the  Erith 
Angling  Society,  occupied  the  chair  at  the  inaugural 
concert  at  their  headquarters,  the  Halfway  House 
Belvedere,  being  well  supported  bv  members  and 
friends.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  by  special  request,  gave 
bis  lantern  lecture,  entitled  "Pishing  and  Holiday 
Trips  by  the  S.E  R.,"  the  description  and  excellent 
views  of  the  holiday  resorts,  coupled  with  some  of  the 
capital  fishing  stations  on  that  line,  being  replete  with 
practical  information  concerning  the  chances  of  sport 
etc.  The  evening  was  greatlv  enjoyed,  and  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Wade  for  his 
trouble  and  valuable  information.  A  very  enter- 
taining musical  programme  was  afterwards  carried 
out  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  A.  Smith,  hon.  sec 


The  Wyresdale  Fishery  seems  to  be  very  much  alive 
if  one  may  judge  from  recent  events.  Durino-  the  last 
few  weeks  Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  Captain  OrmTOd"te  sec- 
retary, has  been  through  London  several  times  super- 
intending the  safe  despatch  of  trout  from  different 
stations,  and  one  may  form  some  idea  of  the  value  of 
the  fish  entrained  and  the  extensive  business  conducted 
by  this  enterprising  fishery  when  it  is  remembered 
tliat  at  the  London  and  North  Western  terminus  at 
Euston,  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  have  passed  through 
their  hands,  within  a  month,  a  gross  weight  of  8  tons 
9  cwt.  m  live  trout  (water  of  course  included)— a  goodly 
weight  so  early  in  the  season. 


Theme  is  no  more  ipteresting  thoroughfare  in  Lon- 
don nor  one  which"  has  seen  more  changes  than 
Holborn;  stately  buildings  now  occupy  the  sites  of 
many  previous  erections  of  historic  interest.  Even 
during  the  last  few  years  enormous  changes  have  taken 
place  and  the  visitor  to  London  after  long  absence 
would  have  to  rub  his  eyes  to  make  sure  whether  he 
was  m  Holborn  or  not.  One  of  the  most  important 
buildings,  and  one  which  is  quite  a  landmark,  is  that 
occupied  by  Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  a  firm  who 
from  the  smallest  beginnings,  to-day  occupy  the  proud 
position  of  being  the  premier  athletic  outfitters  of  the 
world.  Floor  upon  floor  is  crnmmed  with  everything 
likely  to  be  wanted  at  this  time  of  vear.  Country 
i-esidents  should  write  at  once  for  the  illustrated 
catalogue  of  the  Christmas  Bazaar,  which  will  be  sent 
them  post  fi'ee. 


The  "  Special"  Christmas  Number  of  the  Shooting 
/iJ«M  is  tohandand  fully  sustains  the  reputation  it 
has  made.  It  is  full  of  illustrations,  many  of  them 
drawn  by  special  artists,  and  the  yarns  and  stories 
have  been  written  by  the  best  of  good  writers  To 
attempt  to  enumerate  them  would  fill  a  column  The 
price  of  this  "  budget  "  is  sixpence,  and  can  be  obtained 
at  the  offices- 72-76,  Temple  Chambers,  Tudor-street, 
E.G.    It  IS  a  marvellous  sixpennyworth. 


Lnder  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Horace  Brown  the 
"supper  "  of  the  Piscatorial  Societv,  on  Monday  last 
JSov.  a5,  was  a  huge  success.  7iVa/ turtle  soup,  and 
everything  choice  to  "  follow."  Whoever  were  respon- 
sible for  the  musical  entertainment  deserve  every 
credit.  The  "quick  change"  artist  was  really  very 
clever;  but  what  pleased  me  most  was  the' banjo 
party,  which  included  Mr.  Ernest  Zaehnsdorf - 
A  grand  night,  my  masters  ! 


CxiEiSTMAs  is  coming!  Let  it  come.  But  are  vou 
prepared?  That  is  to  say,  have  you  bought  your 
Christmas  and  New  Year  cards  ?  If  not,  do  not  hesitate 
a  moment,  but  send  l.<;.  2(1.  for  The  Matchless  Box  of 
twenty-five  choice  and  artistic  cards.  They  are  really 
works  of  art,  and  it  is  a  marvel  how  such  a  variety  can 
be  sold  for  the  money.— Write  E.  J.  Bloc/g  (Depart 

f''"^  -^^'o  ^^'■'^   Bazaar,  108,  Brilton  Hdl 

London,  S.W. 


The  last  great  chrysanthemum  show  of  the  yeaTby 
the  National  Chrysanthemum  Society  will  be  held  at 
tbe  Boyal  Aquarium  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and 
I  hur-day  next.  It  will  be  an  exceptionally  fine  dis 
play,  comprising  large  exhibition  blooms,  winter 
flowering  and  berried  plants,  and  many  other  intere'-t- 
ing  exhibits. 


Those  who  are  thinking  of  going  to  Mr.  Hussey's 
lantern  entertainment  to  his  brother  and  sister  mem- 
bers of  the  B.S.A.S.  on  Wednesday,  Dec  4  will 
perhap.s  be  interested  to  read  the  account  of  his 
enteitainment  given  at  Deal,  which  I  clip  from  the 
Deal  Mrrcurif :  "The Technical  Instruction  Committee 
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are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  unqualified  success  of 
Mr  C.  Hussey's  entertainment  on  Thursday  evening 
at  St.  George's  Hall.  His  worship  the  Mayor  (Cr  W 
J.  Solomon)  presided,  and  there  was  a  lar<Je  and 
appreciative  audience.  The  pictures,  most  of  which 
were  Mr.  Hussey's  own  work,  were  of  a  character 
seldom  seen  on  a  lantern  screen.  Those  depicting 
scenes  in  the  Tower  of  London  were  of  rare  excellence, 
whilst  such  studies  as  those  showing  effects  of  sky  and 
water  were  simply  works  of  art.  The  local  views  and 
portraits  naturally  elicited  much  applause,  the  fine 
representation  of  the  popular  Mayor  of  Deal  beinc^ 
greeted  with  quite  an  ovation.  Among  others  of  the 
650  pictures  shown  on  the  screen,  perhaps  the  most 
interesting  and  artistic  were  those  descriptive  of  the 
herring  fishing  at  Yarmouth,  the  cockle  industry  at 
Leigh,  and  winter  scenes  with  snow  effects  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  entertainment  the  Mayor,  in  thank- 
ing Mr.  Hussey  for  his  great  kindness  in  giving  such  a 
treat  and  Mrs.  Hussey  for  her  agreeably  appreciated 
aseistance,  said  that  the  committee  hoped  to  see  them 
again  in  their  hall  at  a  future  date  " 


If  I  felt  in  a  poetic  mood,  and  was  laying  myself 
out  to  write  Christmas  "copy,"  I  should  be  inclined  to 
say  that  Santa  Claus  has  taken  up  his  temporary 
residence  with  my  old  friend  ,J.  R.  Richardson,  of 
Kmgston-on-Thames.  This  year  -T.  R.  has  fairly 
excelled  himself,  and  has  converted  bis  premises  at 
fridge  Foot  into  a  veritable  palace  of  childish  delight 
ihe  older  members  of  the  community  who  an<^le  are 
as  a  matter  of  course  not  forgotten,  because  this  is  the 
season  when  the  buttertly  fishermen  desert  the  river 
and  the  enthusiast  goes  in  for  earnest  work,  and  J.  R 's 
show  of  all  the  latest  novelties  in  rods  and  tackle  is 
as  extensive  as  it  is  varied.  Another  part  of  the 
premises  is  devoted  to  toys  of  all  kinds,  from  expensive 
pieces  of  mechanism  to  wooden  soldiers  and  ra" 
dolls.  The  stock  includes  up-to-date  novelties  from 
Pans,  Berlin,  and  Vienna,  and  is  one  of  the  great 
features^  of  Kingston,  especially  after  nightfall  when 
the  windows  of  the  establishment  are  illuminated,  and 
the  tenipting  array  of  good  things  within  can  be  seen 
to  the  fullest  advantage  from  the  street. 


I  HAVE  received  a  tale  from  "Truthful  Tommy" 
which,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  little  bit  too  precipitous 
lor  us,  so  I  wrote  back  and  told  him  so.  I  ended  my 
letter  by  saying :  "  I  wish  there  were  more  of  the 
George  Washington  about  you."  He  replies-  "I 
consider  I  am  a  much  greater  man  than  George 
Washington.  He  couldn't  tell  a  lie,  I  can  but  I 
don  t ;  I  scorn  the  haction." 


The  "  Ben  Abrahams'  "  competition  on  Nov.  24  was 
a  success.  All  the  prizes  were  taken,  and  on  Deo.  5 
i  opened  and  the  contents  handed  over 

totheA.B.S.  I  have  been  present  at  many  competi- 
tions, and  have  seen  the  stampede  for  favourite 
swims.  On  this  occasion  anglers  came  down  on 
motor-cars  and  bicycles.  At  the  word  "go"  they 
'  goed  "  I  We  shall  have  them  sailing  through  the 
air  short  y  in  balloons  for  best  spots.  What  matters  so 
long  as  they  fished— fairly— and  won  the  prizes  ? 

A  GENTLEMAN  ouce  hcard  a  word  spoken  he  did  not 
know  the  meaning  of,  and  which  he  could  not  find  in 
any  dictionary.  All  his  friends  ho  asked  without 
success,  and-as  usual— the  policeman  did  not  know 
He  then  resolved  to  pay  a  lawyer  for  his  advice  on  the 
subject,  for,  as  he  knew  from  experience,  he  would  tell 
him — whether  he  knew  or  not. 


I  "JOUBNEYED"  to  Deal  on  Saturday,  Nov  2.3  in 
company  with  Mr.  Frank  Clay,  just  to  see  if  i  could 
get  a  gold  medal,  but,  as  I  had  not  "  entered,"  I  could 
not  fish  in  Mr.  Clay's  boat.  However,  I  encountered 
amongst  many  old  friends,  Mr.  W.  R.  Reeves,  who' 
by-the-bye,  convulsed  the  audience  at  headquarters 
(Ned  Hanger's,  the  Napier  Hotel),  on  Saturday  evening, 
.7x,7u^  .   'i^^'  playing  on  a  pair  oiE  bellows. 

What  do  you  say.  Drag— shall  we  go  out  ?  " 
I  said  ■"rather."  He  had  everything  in  readiness 
and,  in  a  very  few  moments,  we  were  afloat  with 
iom  Adams  as  our  pilot.  I  have  always  been 
tortunate  m  securing  obliging  and  competent  fisher- 
men, and  I  can  only  say  that  whoever  is  fortunate 
enough  to  have  Tom  as  his  guide,  philosopher,  and 
friend,  will  be  well  rewarded.  Mr.  Reeves  gave  me  the 
best  fide  of  the  boat,  and  our  arms  ached  when  after 
about  .three  and  a  half  hours'  fishing,  our  boatman 
counted  nearly  eight  score  of  whiting  and  poutint' 
I  'lost  two  good  cod,  and  "  W.  R.  R."  said  he  believed 
1  had  hooked  a  lump  of  rock  !  Am  looking  forward  to 
another  day  or  two  with  him  at  Deal. 

«)RRESPONDENT  has  Sent  the  editor  a  peculiar 
little  fash,  and  asks  him  to  define  it.  It  is  identified 
as  a  "  Dragonet  "  (not  "  Dragnet  ").  That's  all  right  • 
i  m  quite  content— but  to  be  called  a  CaUionynio^ 
tyra  is  too  bad !  I  think  there  is  a  good  chance  to 
prosecute  the  author  of  "  British  Pishes  "  for  libel 


For  coarse  fish  generally,  so  far  as  rivers  are 
concerned,  says  "  Ronald  "  in  the  Yorkshire  Herald 
November  is  a  good  or  bad  month  accordin<r  to  the 
condition  of  the  water.    After  an  autumn  drouaht 
the  compensating  balance  of  nature  often  gets  set 
in  motion  during  the  month  usually  associated  with 
fogs  and  very  serious  floods  occur.    Of  the  two  record 
floods  of  last  century,  says  a  writer  in  the  Field  the 
more  recent  one  occurred  in  November.  With  a  Tiber 
coloured  water  the  angler  can,  as  a  rule,  do  little 
ihe  fash  he  hidden  in  quiet  nooks  and  crannies 
seeking  shelter  from  the  unaccustomed  torrent  The 
old  hand  on  the  river  alone  can  find  them,  and  he 
or  others  guided  by  him,  sometimes  make  quite 
notable  baskets  by  judiciously  fishing  the  smaller 
eddies  with  the  tail  of  a  lobworm.    In  i    th  spots  the 
fash  are  very  sensitive  to  the  footfall  (     persons  on 
the  bank,  and  the  careless  angler,  wht/i  placed  in  a 
corner— warm,  that  is,  relative  to  th<.  number 
oi  fash  It  contains— may  come  empty  away,  as  to  his 
creel,  owing  to  non-observance  of  certain  well-known 
elementary  precautions  not  to  alarm  the  fish.  Then 
of  course,  there  are  the  other  times  when  the  sun 
soon  dries  up  the  morning  mists,  when  the  water 
runs  a  good  height,  end  is  stained  -rather  than 
coloured,  when  the   fish   are  madly  on  ,the  feed, 
and  the  mildness  of  noonday  delXidos  a  stray  bird 
or  two  into  piping  a  belated  note.    Then  the  heart 
01  the  angler  rejoices,  and  he  comments  severolv 
on  those  who  forswear  the  delights  of  anglino-  in 
November. 


AccoBDiNti  to  Grz/c/'.s  Stationer  the  following-  are' 
some  of  the  reasons  for  bad  trade  :  "  Muddy  or  slippery 
sidewalks  m  front  of  shop.  Inattention  on  part  o'f 
clerks.  Untidy  counters  and  shelves  and  unswcpt 
floors.  Absence  of  light.  Insolent  and  supercilious 
clerks.  Last  season's  goods  at  this  season's  prices. 
Lack  of  heat  in  winter  and  lack  of  air  in  summer. 
Lack  of  advertising  in  winter,  ditto  in  summer 
Absence  of  called-for  goods  in  stock  and  absence  of 
willingness  to  get  them  for  the  customer  anyway. 
CTeneral  mercantile  cussedness." 


A  FRIEND  (how  nice  to  have  a  "  friend  ")  sent  me  an 
enormous  turnip  from  Bucks.  I  took  it  home  and 
told  Mrs.  Drag,  to  "  buck  up,"  but  she  did  not  sec  the 
joke  and  would  not  cook  the  "  termut."  It  weiolied 
81b.  2  shots  1  Will  any  ke-ind  "  friend  "  send  me"  the 
latest  about  the  sea-serpent  ?  Gooseberries  are  out  of 
season,  although  gooses  is  "hon."  What  with  fogs 
and  whirlwinds  "trade"  is  dull.  At  a  certain  inn, 
much  frequented  by  commercial  travellers,  I  heard 
the  following  :  "  Business  brisk  ?  "  "  Yes  ;  have  never 
taken  so  many  orders  in  my  life  in  one  week  as  I  have 
this  week."  "  Indeed  1  What  may  you  travel  in?" 
"  Oh,  my  line  is  Nottingham  lace.  What  may  yours 
be  ? "  "  Well,  I  have  only  taken  one  order  in  six 
months  ;  my  line  is  iron  bridges." 


And  then,  of  course,  the  conversation  "drifted." 
The  milestone  maker,  whose  orders  were  few  and  far 
between  ;  and  the  man  whose  goods  were  far  superior 
to  any  others.  In  fact,  the  rods  and  tackle,  and  all 
the  necessary  items  which  are  absolutely  essential  for 
successful  angling,  were  the  acme  of  perfection,  and  it 
was  nonsense  to  try  even  those  who  excel  in  certain 
"hues."  "Now,"  remarked  No.  1,  "although  trade 
has  been  better,  I  have  taken  £.300  to-day  for  various 

goods,  and  "    No.  2  :  "  Hold  hard,  young  fellow- 

my-lad,  you  couldn't  hold  a  candle  to  my  goods." 
"  Indeed  !    What  do  you  travel  in  ?  "    "  Gunpowder." 


Dei'tfomd,  which  was  anciently  written  Depeford, 
was,  at  a  very  remote  period,  known  as  West  Green- 
wich. It  derived  its  present  name  from  being  the 
place  of  a  deep  ford  over  the  little  river,  the  Ravens- 
bourne,  near  its  influx  into  the  Thames,  where  abridge 
was  built  over  it  just  before  it  widens  into  Deptford 
Creek.  A  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  it  was  remark- 
able as  the  place  where  the  Royal  Navy  was  built  and 
repaired  until  it  was  found  more  convenient  to  build 
the  largest  ships  at  Woolwich  and  other  places  where 
there  was  greater  depth  of  water.  The  bridge  built 
over  the  ford  which  gives  the  name  to  the  town  is 
memorable  in  history  as  being  the  scene  of  the  total 
defeat  of  Lord  Audley  and  his  Cornish  rebels  in  1497. 
They  had  meant  to  take  possession  of  London,  but  the 
Kentish  men  under  Lord  Daubeny  made  a  furious 
attack  upon  them  at  Deptford  bridge,  and  after  grfeat 
slaughter  put  them  :to  flight.  Lord  Audley  was  exe- 
cuted on  Tower  Hill. 


"When  do  salmon  run?"  is  a  question  which  has 
long  been  agitating  the  minds  of  the  angling  com-, 
munity.  A  great  number  of  people  have  been  "  run  " 
in  for  little  differences  of  opinion  on  "  Salmon  Laws," 
both  at  Baily  and  "Old  Bailey."  But  my  young 
hopeful,  who  is  making  a  study  of  the  matter,  em- 
phatically declares  that  theynevar  did  and  never  (um 
"  run  "  until  they  get  more  legs,  DnAHNET. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

By  the  time  that  these  notes  are  in  print  it  will  be 
decided  by  the  delegates  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion whether  the  association  intend  to  secede  from  the 
Provincial  Association  and  also  rent  water  for  the 
Use  of  the  members.  The  meeting  will  be  a  lively  one  ; 
arguments  will  be  strong  in  favour  of  Mr.  Foster's 
resolution,  which  will  be  seconded  by  Mr.  H. 
TuUett,  the  respected  treasurer  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Association,  re  the  seceding  of  the 
association,  and  from  what  I  can  gather  from  the 
delegates  the  motion  will  be  carried.  The  water 
renting  question  will  be  opposed  until  such  time  that 
the  clubs  are  made  more  conversant  with  the  workings 
of  the  scheme.  Several  other  important  matters  will 
be  brought  before  the  notice  of  the  delegates  at  an 
early  date,  which  will  have  to  be  discussed  by  the 
delegates  at  special  meetings.  In  my  next  week's 
notes  I  shall  be  more  able  to  deal  with  these  matters, 
and  also  to  convey  to  the  branches  of  the  P.  A.  A.  the 
decision  of  the  meeting  mentioned  above.  The  Gun 
Angling  Society  is  going  strong  and  well ;  they  will  make 
a  splendid  return,  and  their  balance-sheet  will  be  viewed 
with  enw  by  kindred  clubs.  The  club  has  had  a  very 
successful  year,  and  next  year  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  one  of  the  largest  clubs  in 
the  Midlands.  The  same  remarks  apply  to  the  St. 
Paul's,  but  I  hear  from  a  reliable  source  that  the  Rose 
and  Crown  club  will  lose  some  of  their  members.  The 
Bellbarn  Society  still  continues  to  prosper  and  retain 
its  members ;  this  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  excellent 
management.  The  Alliance  Club,  I  am  pleased 
to  say,  has  made  good  headway  since  it  has  made 
its  headquarters  at  the  Turks  Head,  Newhall- 
street.  I  hear  that  one  or  two  clubs  will 
cease  to  exist  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  this  will 
not  matter  much,  as  some  of  the  other  clubs  will  be 
the  gainers.  The  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has 
been  very  bad  owing  to  the  fog  that  has  prevailed  ;  the 
City  and  the  outlying  districts  have  been  in  a  very  bad 
way  and  angling  has  been  out  of  the  question,  but 
still  some  few  anglers  have  ventured  out,  and  a  few 
pike  have  been  taken  from  some  of  the  pools  near  to 
Birmingham.  The  fog  has  now  moved  away,  and 
better  things  are  being  looked  forward  to. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Since  the  rainfall,  an  increased  number  of  roach 
rods  have  been  at  work,  and  just  now  sport  in  this 
department  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  some  weeks 
past.  Those  who  have  angled  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
Witham  have  fared  much  better  than  those  operating 
on  the  parent  stream.  The  Bain,  a  reliable  water 
under  all  conditions  of  the  weather,  has  been  largely 
patronised,  and  some  good  bags  of  red  fins  have  been  taken 
from  it,  principally  with  the  aid  of  worm  and  paste  baits. 
Pike  fishing  is  still  claiming  a  considerable  amount  of 
attention,  although,  since  the  frost,  the  banks  are  in  a 
dreadfully  greasy  condition,  and  those  wielding  the 
trolling  rod  find  locomotion  hampered  on  this  account. 
The  Forty-foot  and  Hobhole  drains  are  as  good  resorts 
as  any  just  now  for  those  in  quest  of  pike.  Anglers 
visiting  the  former  have  easy  access  to  the  Swineshead 
and  Hubbert's  Bridge  sections  by  train,  where  some 
capital  fish  are  to  be  met  with.  Last  week  end  two 
rods  captured  four  and  a  half  brace  between  them,  the 
heaviest  scaling  over  71b.,  and  another  rod  secured  two 
brace,  averaging  just  over  3f  lb.  apiece.  Reports  from 
the  Welland  show  that  sport  continues  good  in  the 
Deeping  district,  and  those  who  have  angled  for  pike 
have  taken  fish  weighing  up  to  Gib. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DiSTRiCT. 

The  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries  are  now  in  very 
nice  condition  for  either  roach  or  pike  fishing ;  but  the 
low  temperature  of  the  water  is  detrimental  to  sport, 
yet  at  times  during  midday  a  few  nice  roach  and 
dace  have  been  tempted  with  paste  in  the  tidal 
waters  at  Arram  and  Hull  Bridge,  and  odd  good 
fish  have  been  taken  in  the  Wawne  district  with 
maggot.  Pike  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Hempholme 
district  with  live  bait,  and  should  the  weather  prove 
favourable  during  the  coming  week  sport  should  be 
plentiful  in  the  lower  waters,  as  the  tides  are  all  in  the 
angler's  favour,  especially  for  roach  fishing.  The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  is  also  in  fair  order  for  pike  fishing, 
and  especially  in  the  top  ponds  above  Sodhouse  Lock, 
and  between  Newport  and  Broomfleet  the  waters 
are  in  nice  condition  for  either  roach  or  pike, 
and  with  favourable  weather  should  pay  for  a 
visit.  The  River  Hull  Angling  Society  have  just 
held  their  annual  meeting  and  elected  officers  for  1902, 
Mr.  John  Dickinson  being  re-elected  to  the  presidential 
chair,  Mr.  T.  Mundy  to  act  as  vice-chairman,  Mr.  T. 
Eotherforth,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  T.  Herbert,  hon.  sec. 
The  balance-sheet  showed  that  £20  had  been  given 
in  prizes,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  £5  to  commence 
the  next;  sea^Op-  with.    At "  the  '  aruiual  ineeting 


of  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Society,  Mr. 
E.  Savage  was  elected  president ;  the  winners  of  last 
season's  annual  prizes  are  Mr.  E.  P.  Broaker,  the  club's 
gold  medal  for  most  points ;  Mr.  J.  Dibb,  also  a  gold 
medal  for  second  place;  Mr.  J,  P.  Sherwood,  top 
aggregate;  and  Mr.  C.  Turner,  a  prize  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  during  the  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Bollin  has  been  in  flood  for  many  days,  but  now 
is  fining  down  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  should  be  in 
good  condition  and  afford  good  sport.  Other  rivers  are 
reported  on  much  in  the  same  manner,  but  the  heavy 
waters  have  materially  improved  the  condition  of  both 
the  Lune  and  the  Wyre.  In  these  two  rivers  and  also 
in  the  Ribble  the  amount  of  spawning  fish  evidently 
preparing  for  their  duties  is  highly  satisfactory 
to  those  concerned.  Things  continue  quiet  at 
Warrington  in  all  departments.  The  Jolly  Anglers 
are  booked  for  the  annual  presentation  of  prizes 
on  Dec.  9.  The  report  and  balance-sheet  of  the 
past  year  are  satisfactory,  and  the  society  enter 
the  coming  year  full  of  hope  for  further  success.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  the  decision  not  to  attempt  the 
defence  of  certain  actions,  dealing  with  Thames 
fishing  rights,  will  be  noted  all  over  this  county. 
We  have  been  indulging  in  ideas  of  test  cases  for 
years  in  respect  to  the  Ribble,  but  the  valiant 
spouters  never  acted,  and  let  us  hope  they  never  will. 
The  apathy  that  usually  prevails  in  angling  matters 
generally  in  this  county  has  not  yet  penetrated  to 
Liverpool,  for  in  that  city  there  is  any  amount  of 
activity  in  evidence.  Stocking  operations  throughout 
this  couiity  have  received  a  check  in  consequence  of 
the  unsuitable  weather.  If  our  ideas  of  replenishing 
stocks  are  to  be  upset  in  the  same  way  that  om-  sport 
has  been  spoiled  for  many  months  past,  our  misery 
will  be  complete.  Not  much  news  is  forthcoming 
from  the  Oldham  and  Ashton  and  District  amalgama- 
tion. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

News  of  any  sort  is  very  scarce,  and  secretaries  are 
in  such  a  state  of  depression  that  they  cannot  even 
be  induced  to  send  on  the  scanty  bill  of  fare  now  in 
existence.  They  seem  to  forget  that  the  Fishing 
Gazette  comes  out  every  week  in  the  winter  as  well 
as  in  the  summer.  Next  Wednesday  (Dec.  4)  the 
members  of  the  Ardwick  Angling  Society  are  noted 
for  their  annual  meeting  at  headquarters.  It  is 
an  open  secret  that  they  have  had  a  prosperous 
season,  and  the  reports  to  be  presented  will 
be  of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  annual  dinner  o£ 
the  Levenshulme  Anglers  was  a  big  success  and  most 
enjoyable  as  usual.  They  have  issued  the  new  cards 
of  membership  in  a  neat  and  handy  form,  which  in- 
cludes all  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  members, 
together  with  rules,  etc.,  catalogue  of  books  in  library, 
and  list  of  social  evenings.  On  Dec.  9,  this  society  is 
down  for  a  musical  treat  by  Mr. W.  Forrest  and  friends. 
On  the  same  date  the  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  are 
negotiating  a  similar  event.  This  society  have  added 
still  another  private  water  to  their  already  long  list. 
The  scarcity  of  lectures  and  papers  notified  in  this 
city  is  rather  a  matter  for  regret,  for  in  the  past  good 
work  has  been  done  in  this  line,  and  much  informa- 
tion imparted  on  mutual  improvement  lines.  The 
members  of  the  Moss  Side  Socials  are  noted  for  a 
meeting  of  importance  on  Monday  next.  A  liberal 
programme  of  stocking  is  contemplated,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  adopted.  Sea  fishing  is  gaining  in  popularity 
with  us,  but  our  geographical  position  is  rather 
against  this  sport,  and  the  Ship  Canal  not  yet  stocked. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  receded  rapidly,  and  was  on  Wednes- 
day in  splendid  condition  for  pike  and  chub  fishing. 
At  Hoveringham,  on  Tuesday  (Nov.  26),  Mr.  T. 
Large  and  Mr.  A.  Sadler  caught  thirteen  pike 
varying  in  weight  from  41b.  to  6^1b.  each,  and 
amongst  seven  landed  at  Shardlow,  by  members  of  the 
City  Wellington  Society,  there  were  two  scaling  161b. 
— heaviest  91b.  On  the  same  stretch  on  Saturday  Mr. 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  E.  H.  Birks  creeled,  with  the 
worm,  a  grand  lot  of  roach,  whilst  at  Sawley  Mr. 
J.  Bailey  and  Mr.  E.  Bayley  have  secm-ed  sundry  eels, 
besides  roach  and  dace.  At  Burton  Joyce  on  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  W.  Wingfield  and  Mr.  T.  Hind  took  three  pike, 
and  pike  were  brought  up  from  Collingham  and  Kelham. 
AtHazleford  Mr.  J.  Henson  has  excelled  amongst  chub 
with  pith  and  brains,  and  the  river  could  scarcely  be 
in  better  trim  for  the  employment  of  pith.  Members 
of  the  City  Waltonian  Society  have  bagged  roach, 
perch,  and  tench  at  Swineshead,  which  seems  a  popu- 
lar resort  with  large  numbers  of  our  anglers. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  heavy  rains  left  the  rivers  at  the  week-end  in  a 
swollen  and  discoloured  condition,  and  angling  in 
consequence  has  not  been  very  successful.  The  second 
visit  of  early  winter  was,  like  the  first,  very  short, 
but  the  fog  which  accompanied  the  frost  made  it 
extremely  unpleasant  all  round.  The  pike  were  kept 
well  on  the  move  by  the  cold,  but  the  absence  of  the 
clear,  crisp  atmosphere  so  agreeable  to  anglers  dis- 
counted the  results  of  ventqjesonie  Walto'tiians.  Taking 


the  November  fishing  as  a  whole  there  was  from  ti  mo  to 
time  agreeable  sport  in  most  quarters  with  grayline 
roach,  and  chub.  The  Wharfe,  the  Yore,  and  the  Swale 
yielded  tolerably  pleasant  if  somewhat  variable  pastime 
The  Red  Tag,  Dark  October  Dun,  Fog  Black,  Water- 
hen  and  Yellow,  Grey  Palmer,  and  Dark  Needle 
being  among  the  most  effective  flies.  The  rivet's 
appear  now  to  be  getting  into  nice  trim,  and  with 
improved  conditions  there  should  be  better  sport  with 
both  pike  and  grayling,  and  fly-casting  and  swimming 
the  worm  ought  to  be  effective.  The  grayling  are  in 
fine  condition.  Anglers  may,  with  fair  hope  of 
success,  try  their  luck  in  the  Yore,  as  being,  perhaps, 
the  best  grayling  stream  in  Yorkshire.  Angling  for 
grayling,  at  small  cost,  is  to  be  had  at  Hawes. 
Experienced  hands  need  no  reminder  that  the  most 
suitable  time  for  fly-fishing  is  between  the  hours  of 
twelve  and  three  o'clock  in  the  daytime.  Next,  as  to 
the   December  casts.     On   the  Yorkshire  grayling 

streams  any  of  the  following  are  worth  tryin" :  1. 

Grey  Palmer,  Honey  Dun  Bumble,  Green  Insect,  and 
Dark  Olive  Bloa.  2.  Red  Tag,  Honey  Dun  Bumble, 
Orange  Bumble,  and  Mulberry  Bumble.  .3.  Golden 
Crow,  Smoke  Fly,  Blue  Midge,  and  Pale  Silver  Dun. 
4.  Crimson  Tag,  Dark  Needle,  and  Fog  Black. 


^ofcs  from  ilfc  ilorf^. 


The  Dee  waters  are  now  almost  fully  let  up  for  the 
coming  spring.  What  is  not  yet  finally  arranged  for 
will  be  so  by  Christmas. 


Lady  Digby  was  the  most  successful  angler  on  the 
North  Esk  (Forfar)  during  the  late  back  end  and  the 
majority  of  the  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  odd 
fish  killed  on  that  water  during  October  fell  to  her 
ladyship's  rod. 


The  Tweed  closes  to-day  (Saturday,  Nov.  30),  and 
north  of  the  border  the  song  of  the  reel  will  be  heard 
no  more  till  the  advent  of  a  new  year.  The  Tay,  Loch 
Tay,  and  some  early  waters  in  the  far  north  along 
with  the  Teith  open  on  Jan.  15  next. 


The  Tay  salmon  net  fishings  have  nearly  all  been 
secured  by  the  Tay  syndicate  at  an  advance  over  last 
year's  rental.  It  pays  them  to  buy  them  up  on  account 
of  the  enhanced  rental  of  the  angling  waters  above. 

The  Culrain  hatchery,  under  the  able  management 
of  Inspector  William  Duncan,  has  been  enlarged  and 
greatly  improved  during  the  past  season,  and  additional 
boxes  been  added,  so  that  the  output  now  is  nearly 
three-quarters  of  a  million  salmon  fry. 


Mr.  Rae,  Chief  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  to  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  has  been 
very  successful  in  again  securing  a  full  supply  of 
excellent  ova  for  the  duke's  private  hatchery  at 
Gordon  Castle.  If  any  one  succeeds  Mr.  Rae  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  the  last. 


The  earth-worm  well  scoured  is  one  of  the  most 
deadly  lures  that  can  be  used  with  fresh  run  fiimock 
or  sea-trout.  In  the  Shetland  waters  it  is  spun  near 
the  surface,  and  the  more  motion  that  can  be  given  to 
it  and  the  nearer  the  surface  the  better  the  chance  of 
sport.   


The  heaviest  sea-trout— ignominiously  netted  by  a 

 ■  crofter  in  a  voe  in  the  island  of  Yell"— scaled  121b. 

These  big  fish  seldom  rise  to  the  fly,  but  anglers  need 
not  grumble  when  they  get  plenty  of  five  and  six 
pounders  to  make  up  for  them. 


The  natural  sand-eel  is  an  excellent  bait  for  finnock 
and  sea-trout,  and  as  they  can  now  be  preserved  in 
formalin  no  difficulty  should  be  had  in  having  a  supply 
on  hand  at  all  places  where  they  may  not  easily  be 
obtained  fresh. 


The  Crown  Salmon  Fishings,  on  the  coasts  of 
Kincardine  and  Berwick,  are  presently  being  advertised 
to  let  for  a  period  of  four  or  twelve  years.  It  would 
be  an  easy  thing  for  the  Crown  to  drop  these  stations 
entirely.  No  one  would  be  a  penny  the  poorer,  and 
our  poor,  poor  salmon  supply  would  be  all  the  better 
of  it. 


Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  has  this  vear 
secured  the  Upper  Blackball  Fishings  from  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay,  Blsrckhall  Castle,  for  the  entire  spring  months. 

Major  Davidson,  Dess,  had  only  some  seventeen  fish 
o2  the  Lower  Dess  Dee  Water  during  the  late  autumn, 
but  this  total  was  equal  to  all  the  other  adjoining 
sections  put  toigether. 


.  Mr.  Deverell  will  this  spring  fish  the  Kincardine 
Water  and  not  the  Lower  Dess  as  was  mentioned  iu 
last  week's  notes.  For  this  season,  .at  Jcast,  Major 
Da-fidson  wjjl  petain  the  watee  in  his  own  hands. 
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Some  folks  wear  American-made 
Boots  because  they  fancy  the  leather 
is  better.  That's  a  fallacy.  There 
is  no  substitute  for  MIERS'  BOX 
CALF— it  excels  them  all  1 

Everv  pair  of  Boot?  made  from  5UERS' 
BOX  CALF  carries  a  free  Tin  of 
"COBRA"  Dressing  —  the  easy  polish. 

Write  for  interesting  Booklet— it's  free  if 
you  name  your  Bootmaker. 

W.&H.  MIERS,  LTD.,  LEEDS. 


BOXOVLF 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 
KING'S 

NATURAL  BAIT 

25  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be 
THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish 
taking  a  paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White 
and  Pink,  sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late 
157,  Commercial  Road,  London,  E.). 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG. 

1/6  each,  or  15/-  per  dozen. 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 


H.  WHITTY,  \  5,  Basnett  St.,  LIVERPOOL 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

83   PAGES  OF  liETTERPRESS  AND  PICTTJRES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "F.O.G.,"  In  every  laBOe. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 

abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  S^d. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstallg,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St..  E.C. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstain's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


mm  COUGH  USE 

KEATING'S  LOZENGES 


.Vny  Doctor  will  tell  you,  "there 
is  no  better  Cough  Medicine. "—One  gives 
relief :  if  you  suffer  from  cough  try  them 
but  once;  they  uiU  cure,  and  they  uill 
nol  injure  your  health;  an  increasing 
eale  of  over  80  yearis  is  a  certain  test  ol 
their  value.   Sold  in  IS^d.  tins. 


"A  thoroughly  good  Sporting  Paper."— Bbibtol  Times. 

"LAND  AND  WATER" 

JPJIICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting, 
and  so  on. 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says  :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary.  Land  and  Water, 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com- 
prehensiveness.  Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE  : 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON.  W.C 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLHSALB  FKOM 

Price's  Patent  Canctle  Cn..  Limited.  London. 


WT  E  T  Si 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.    Any  kind  of  nat 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fish.    List  on  anplicatinn 


A    CHARTCXN'O   CZFT  BOOK. 

6s.,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

LoDdcD  In  tbe  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee- 

By  B.  C.  COOK  and  E.  T.  Cook,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Sir  Benry  Punsonby  is  coimnandf  d 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook." 
"Nothing  better  cnuld  be  wished 
for." — Briliih  Weekly.  "Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary guides."— Z/ondon  Daily  Chronicle. 


"  A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-The  Times. 

Every  visitor  to  Loudon  (and  Resident)  should  U8e 

LO  N  DO  N  ^^^eWeW.^' 

Q  n  rl  By  E.  C.  Cook  and  24  Maps  and 
d  1 1 U   E.  T.  Cook,  M.A.  Plans. 

ENVIRONS.     60  Illustrations. 

'*  It  very  emphatically  tops  them  aW'—Daily  Graphic. 
LlanKolIen  :  Dakli.vgton  &  Co. 
London:  SiMi'aiN,  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Paris  and  New  York:  Chentano's. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth,  Brighton.  Eastbourne, 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells.  Weston-super-Mare,  Malvern, 
Worcester,  Cloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Rhvl,  Llan- 
dudno, Oolwyn  Bay,  Conway,  Trefriw,  restiiiiog. 
Bettwsycoed,  Llangollen.  Bala,  Dolgelly,  Barmouth, 
Aberystwith.  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  "VVyo.*^ alley.  Severn 
Valley,  Norfolk  Broads,  Channel  Islands,  and  Isle  of 
Wight,  should  use  l>arlington'8  Handbooks,  la.  each. 
Lists  post  free— Darlington  &  Co.,  Llangollen. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  — Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Scenery,  Ruins,  &c..  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Russia,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey,  Pales- 
tine^  and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  I0.  6(Z.,  and  2c. 
Oompiete  List  post  free. 

DARUNGTON  k  00..  LLANGOLLEN. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Can  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers, 
Price  88.  6d. 

London:  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  hn 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Thebe  was  only  a  small  attendance  of  members  at 
Tuesday  evening's  meeting,  when  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney 
was  voted  to  the  chair.  Business  of  no  general  interest 
was  dealt  with.  Owing  to  the  recent  heavy  frosts  the 
fishing  at  Burnham  has  fallen  off  very  much.  Mr.  F. 
L.  Borthwick  had  about  a  score  of  whiting ;  Mr.  Gill 
also  a  number  of  whiting,  and  Mr.  Hicks  seven  fish. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  reported  taking  fish,  and  Mr. 
Saunders  retained  one  pike  of  those  captured  during 
one  day's  fishing.  Mr.  J.  Basten  had  whiting,  in- 
cluding six  of  about  lib.  each,  and  narrowly  missed 
securing  a  prize  in  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Com- 
petition by  losing  a  fine  conger,  estimated  to  be  about 
5ft.  long  and  some  151b.  in  weight,  which  broke  the 
snooding  when  brought  to  the  surface  of  the  water. 
There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  committee  on  Tuesday 
(Dec.  3)  at  7  p.m.,  and  the  members  of  same  are 
requested  to  attend.         J.  H.  Walker,  Hon,  Sec. 

Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


ANGLERS'  UNITED  A.B.S. 

COMPETITION. 


THAMES 


DEC.  15,  1901, 
_  Anglers  will  please  note  that  up  to  last  meeting 
sixty  prizes  were  promised.  Several  have  arrived,  one 
from  David  Slater,  Newark-on-Trent,  and  two  from 
friend  Pithouse.  On  Tuesday  next  (Dec.  3)  the  com- 
'mittee  will  meet  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Bouthwark- 
street,  near  Blackfriars  Bridge,  when  Mr.  W.  Wade 
and  several  gentlemen  will  attend  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S. 

J.  Hakeis,  Hon.  Sec  ,  137,  Droop-street, 


Me.  p.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Nov,  27,  A  new  and  important  competition  was  inaug- 
urated and  all  members  who  were  not  present  should 
attend  next  week  to  hear  particulars.  Not  many 
members  have  been  out,  but  those  who  ventured  were 
rewarded  with  some  fair  results.  Mr.  J.  A.  Clements 
has  taken  several  jack,  perch  up  to  fib.,  a  brace  of 
chub,  and  a  leash  of  large  trout,  which  were  of  course 
returned  although  in  perfect  condition ;  Mr.  F.  Berry 
several  pike,  roach  over  lib.,  chub,  and  a  grayling; 
Mr.  S.  Stone  roach  up  to  lib.  All  the  above  were 
from  club  fishery.  Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  G.  Westrup 
have  taken  a  number  of  pike  from  the  Ouse,  the  best, 
a  pretty  fish  of  91b.  9^oz.,  falling  to  the  rod  of  the 
latter.  After  Mr.  Westrup  had  responded  to  the  toast 
of  the  successful  angler,  the  meeting  was  terminated 
by  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair.— G.  W, 


COUNTY    PALATINE  ANGLERS' 
ASSOCIATION. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  at  the 
"Sil  ver  Grid  "  Restaurant,  Market-street,  Manchester, 
on  Nov.  14,  forty-six  clubs  being  represented.  The 
report  again  shows  a  satisfactory  year's  working,  the 
clubs  affiliated  being  increased  to  seventy-eight,  and 
the  membership  now  reached  1895,  With  the  amounts 
brought  forward  from  1900  the  balance-sheet,  which 
was  cordially  adopted,  shows  a  gross  income  of 
£255  8s.  2d.,  and  of  this  amount  nearly  a  £100  has 
been  expended  upon  the  waters  rented  by  the  Associa- 
tion in  stocking ;  the  balance  in  hand  is  £68  10s.  7d. 
With  this  satisfactory  sum  available  the  meeting 
decided  upon  still  greater  stocking  operations,  and 
orders  are  being  i  placed  for  large  quantities  of 
g'ob'd  fish,    DUcing  th'e  p'ast  ssas'on  mere  atfeation  has 


been  paid  to  the  protection  of  our  waters,  and  addi- 
tional bailiSs  have  been  appointed.  With  respect  to 
the  Irlam  waters,  it  has  been  decided  to  prohibit  oui' 
members  from  using  bait-cans  except  for  match  fishing. 
The  election  of  the  executive  resulted  as  follows: — 
President,  Geo,  Yates;  Vice-President,  T.  Stanton: 
Treasurer,  J.  Peacock  (re-elected)  ;  General  Secretary, 
Tom  Driver  (re-elected);  Assistant  Secretary,  S.  J 
Higginson  (re-elected) ;  Committee,  Messrs.  M.  Ather- 
ton,  W.  Ashworth,  F.  Bibby,  J.  Fairclough,  and  T.  J. 
Hampton  are  ia  office  for  another  twelve  months,  and 
to  fill  five  vacancies  Messrs.  J.  Atherton,  J.  H.  Birch, 
J.  H.  Chadwiok,  B,  J.  Drummond,  and  Albert  Turner 
were  elected.  The  meeting  was  ably  conducted  bv 
the  retiring  President,  Mr.  J.  H.  Chadwiok,  to  whom 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Jan.  9  next. 

Tom  Dbivee. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  last  week,] 


ESK    FISHING    BOARD  OP 
CONSERVATORS, 


A  STATCTOBY  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
for  the  Esk  Fishery  District  was  held  at  Whitby  on 
Saturday,  Colonel  J.  W.  Richardson  presiding  over 
good  attendance.  The  elaborate  statistical  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  W,  Browne,  the  secretary,  showed 
that  during  the  past  season  there  had  been  forty-six 
salmon  net  licences  issued  for  sea  prosecution  as 
against  forty  last  year.  Their  revenue  from  this  source 
had  amounted  to  £117,  as  against  £104  last  year,  and 
the  catches  had  aggi'egated  7586,  as  against  6189  last 
year,  the  average  weight  being  5"  6481b.,  as  against 
5- 1811b,  last  year.  So  far  as  the  licences  for  salmon 
netting  in  the  river  were  concerned  three  had  been 
issued,  and  the  revenue  derived  bad  amounted  to 
£6.     164  fisb  had  been  eaugbt,  and  tb«  averaga 


'    November  30,  1901 


weight  had  been  i- 2381b.  The  number  of  salmon  rod 
licences  issued  had  been  eighty-nlne,  as  against  121 
last  year,  and  the  revenue  £44  10s.,  as  against  £60  lOs. 
last  year,  the  average  weight  being  6- 5761b.  compared 
with  7  -206Ib.  last  year,  599  trout  rod  licences  had  been 
taken  out,  and  the  revenue  from  that  source  had 
amounted  to  £44  18s.  6d.,a  guinea  more  than  last  year. 
Their  total  revenue  had  been  £212  8s.  6d  ,  as  against 
£215  7s.  last  year,  and  ihe  aggregate  of  fish  caught  by 
net  at  sea,  in  river,  and  rod  and  line,  19  tons,  13  cwt., 
3  qr.,  131b.  The  total , value  of  the  fish  was  about 
£2469  Is.,  the  average  per  boat  being  £53  13s.  6d.,  and 
the  average  price  1216d.  per  lb.  The  heaviest  fish 
caught  by  rod  was  191b.,  and  by  net  281b.  The  first 
fish  taken  by  rod  and  line  was  on  May  10,  and  by  net 
at  sea  on  May  7.  The  average  amount  of  licence  duty 
paid  per  fish  caught  was  as  follows; — Net  at  sea, 
3'726d. ;  net  in  river,  8-78d. ;  rod  and  line,  6s.  9-526d. 
Tlie  report  was  unanimously  adopted,  it  being  con- 
sidered a  fairly  satisfactory  one  consider ing  the 
dttrimental  conditions  they  had  had  to  contend  with, 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  freshets,  which  had  been 
so  much  needed.  It  was  also  decided  to  instruct  the 
clerk  (Mr.  W.  Brown)  to  write  to  Mr.  E.  W.  Beckett, 
M.P.  for  tbe  division,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Pease,  M.P.,  re 
the  question  of  Lealholme  pass,  and  ask  them  to  use 
tbpir  influence  to  expedite  matters,  either  by  having 
Salmon  Fisberv  Acts  amended  or  otherwise. 

C  d.  J.  W.  Eichardson  was  appointed  the  Board's 
'representative  on  the  North  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee. 


THAMES  ANG LEES'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 


The  concert  which  was  held  on  Monday  last  at  the 
Blenheim  Arms,  Netting  Hill,  on  behalf  of  "Andrews' 
Defence  Fund,"  was  so  far  a  success  that  the  large 
room  was  crowded  to  excess.  Mr.  Cecil  Lumley, 
solicitor  for  "Andrews,",  was  chairman,  supported  by 
Mr.  L.  Gerald  Preedman  and  several  influential  gentle- 
men. The  chairman  and  Mr.  Freedman  both  made  im- 
portant speeches  in  reference  to  the  fund.  I  must 
thank  the  stewards  of  the  League,  and  the  nume- 
rous excellent  arti.sts  who  helped  to  add  to  the 
success  of  the  meeting.  I  will  announce  amount 
as  soon  as  I  have  return  from  clubs.  Will  secretaries 
please  return  programmes  or  money  as  soon 
as  possible,  so  that  I  can  clear  the  matter  up,  at  the 
same  time  accepting  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  members 
of  the  "  Blenheim  "  Angling  Society  and  the  "  League  " 
toe  their  kind  assistance  at  a  very  unfortunate  period. 
It  shows  to  us  that  our  efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the 
"  London  coarse  fish  angler"  have  been  appreciated. 
A  meeting  of  the  League  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next, 
Dec.  3,  at  8.30.— C.  Chaplais. 


BEN  ABRAHAMS'  COMPETITION. 

(NOVEMBEB  24,  1901.) 

CoMPETiTOBS  to  the  number  of  388  took  part  in  the 
Eichmond-on-Thames  competition.  The  weather  was 
most  unpropitious,  and  small  takes  resulted.  Fifty- 
eight  prizes  were  won.  The  first  nine  are  here  given  : 
Messrs.  Gasson,  Harris,  A.  Crow,  Holman,  Mullurd, 
Burton,  Williams,  Gill,  and  Massey.  The  remainder  of 
the  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  by 
Messrs.  Hare,  J.  Hammond,  T.  Eosser,  Brewster, 
Payers,  Herbert,  C.  Brett,  J.  Etherington,  G.  Hall, 
Hobbs,  A.  Glaze,  G.  Barker,  Parker,  Miller,  Starr, 
Ward,  Wright,  Pennell,  J.  Taylor,  J.  Eosser,  Hewitt, 
Golding,  Price,  W.  Miller,  J.  Massey,  Hiscock,  F. 
French,  Pelham,  C.  Lott,  H.  Turner,  NichoUs,  A. 
Eobinson,  Barnes,  Newcombe,  A.  Witten,  J.  Willey, 
A.  Taylor,  Bentley,  Hacon,  Vogan,  jun.,  Heather,  Bell, 
Perkins,  Willis,  J.  Benson,  J.  Walden,  Thomas,  Warren, 
Adams,  H.  Smith. 

Mr.  0.  Brett  (Allason  United  Brothers)  won  the 
.medal  with  largest  roach,  12|oz  ,  taken  on  one  of 
Messrs.  Allcock's  Mode  roach  hooks. 

Mr.  Vogan  (Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society)  won 
the  silver  watch,  with  one  dace  weighing  6oz. 

(Signed)  J.  Woodward,  Alf.  Painter, 

Fish  Auditors. 

The  distribution  takes  place  on  Thursday  (Deo.  5) 
at  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge- street,  Notting-hill- 
gate,  opposite  and  back  of  Metropolitan  and  Tube 
stations,  Notting  -  hill  -  gate.  A  select  concert 
will  also  be  the  order.  Mr.  F.  H.  Vizer,  White 
Cross  Hotel,  Eichmond,  takes  the  chair,  and  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  crowd  of  sportsmen  present.  No 
prize  will  be  awarded  unless  the  competition  card  is 
produced.  Mr.  Adams,  of  the  Camden  Angling  Society, 
did  yeomen  service  with  the  collecting- box,  and  I -will 
open  same  in  the  presence  of  all  and  hand  the  con- 
tents to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  I  ofier 
my  best  thanks  and  wishes  to  all  who  helped  me. 
Mr.  H.  Hunt  was  referee  and  scalesman  ;  Mr.  Payers, 
Carlton  Angling  Society,  was  also  scalesman.  Messrs. 
J.  Woodward,  Jubilee  Angling  Society,  and  A.  Painter, 
Abercorn  Angling  Society,  were  weight  recorders. 
Business  starts  at  8  p.m,  Bek  ABR.»^^^..^':s, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


ANSWERS  TO  COERESPONDENTS. 

Vernon,  Wiesbaden.— From  your  sketch  we  should 
say  the  fish  is  a  "  zebra  " — that  is,  a  cross  between  a 
S.  fontinalis  (American  brook  trout)  and  .S'.  fano  (our 
common  trout).  The  zigzag  markings  com.e  from  tbe 
S.  fontinalis,  which  is  more  of  a  char  than  a  trout. 


Quill.— The  Colne  at  Colnbrook  is  nearly  all 
private,  but  if  you  will  communicate  with  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Star  and  Garter,  Colnbrook,  he  may 
give  you  permission  to  fish  from  the  end  of  his  garden 


Cortesponbence. 

\We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"  SIE  EOGEE  PALMEE  v.  ANDEEWS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  requested  by  the  representatives  of 
many  thousands  of  London  anglers  to  ask  you  to 
kindly  allow  this  letter  to  appear  in  your  columns. 
Mr.  Lumley,  the  solicitor  for  Andrews,  has,  by  a  letter 
to  the  Press,  and  also  by  communications  to  Press 
representatives,  informed  the  public  that  his  client  is 
resolved  to  go  on  with  this  case,  and  has  asked  for 
subscriptions  from  the  public  to  defray  the  costs. 

Mr.  Lumley  states  in  his  letter,  and  makes  much  of 
this  point,  that  the  Thames  Defence  Fund  Committee 
resolved  by  a  majority  not  to  go  on  with  the  case. 
Now,  sir,  I  was  present  as  a  delegate  from  the  Anglers' 
Association,  and  clearly  understood  that  there  was  no 
dissentient  to  the  resolution. 

The  anglers  of  London  are  of  one  opinion  about  this 
ca=e  and  have  determined  not  to  subscribe  funds  to  aid 
actions  against  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  un- 
doubted owners  of  fishing  rights.  We  have  always 
considered  our  interests  best  served  by  respecting 
private  rights. 

A  few  years  since,  Andrews  appealed  for  funds  in  the 
Thames  Fishery  case,  "  Andrews  v.  Mrs.  Smith," 
which  he  lost,  aijd  he  has  expressed  his  determination 
to  fight  anyone  who  claims  a  fishery  as  against  him  in 
the  Thames. 

We  anglers  believe  that  it  is  not  by  disputing  such 
claims  as  the  present  one,  but  by  persuading  our 
representatives  in  Parliament  that  it  is  to  the  interest 
not  only  of  anglers,  but  of  the  community,  that  the 
Thames  should,  in  every  particular,  be  a  free  river 
(losers  by  such  an  Act  being  compensated  for  loss 
sustained),  that  this  fishing  question  should  be  settled. 
— Your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Geen, 
President  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 

PUBLIC  EIGHTS  IN  NAVIGABLE  EIVEES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  do  not  propose  to  make  any  reply  to 
the  letter  of  "  Lex  "  in  the  Fisliiiig  Gazette  of  Saturday 
last.  The  matter  under  discussion  is  "  Pishing  Eights 
in  the  Thames,"  and  whether  I  am  "  versed  in  legal 
matters  "  or  not  can  be  a  question  of  no  importance  to 
the  general  public,  who  will  judge  me  by  what  is  con- 
tained in  my  letters,  and  not  by  what  I  am— or  am 
not — and  my  friends,  who  will  recognise  me  by  the 
initials  which  have  so  fi-equently  appeared  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  Field,  and  Laiul  and  Water,  will 
need  no  legal  opinion  from  an  unnamed  counsel  on 
the  point.  I  have  in  my  former  letters  so  fully  put 
forth  my  views  that  I  have  nothing  further  to  add, 
and  nothing  to  withdraw.  I  cannot,  however,  close 
this  letter  without  expressing  my  gratification  that  the 
"Anglers'  Association,"  as  I  learn  from  the  reports  of 
the  meeting  as  set  forth  in  your  columns  and  in  the 
Field,  and  from  the  resolution  passed  thereat,  are  in 
accord  with  the  views  which  I  ventured  to  express, 
and  that  this  large  and  representative  association  has 
declined  to  assist  the  defendant  in  the  action  "  Palmer 
V.  Andrews."  Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy  in  finding 
a  place  for  my  letters,  which,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
are  now  concluded  — Yours  truly,  H.  G.  G. 


MAEKING  SALMON— A  CODE  SUGGESTED. 

Dear  Sir, — If  salmon  must  be  marked — for  purposes 
of  observation — don't  you  think  that  the  first  point 
is  to  see  that  no  foreign  substance  is  left"  to  cause 
suffering,  directly  or  even  indirectly,  by  reason  of 
fouling  with  any  obstruction  in  the  river. 

May  I  suggest  that  a  lesson  on  marking  might  pos- 
sibly be  taken  by  the  ear-marks  on  sheep — so  universal 
all  over  the  world  ;  a  punch  is  made  for  the  purpose. 
Andil  suggest  that  a  kind  of  code  could  very  readily  be 
adopted  for  salmon  marking.  Each  fin  could  have  its 
own  significance,  and  the  tail  could  be  made  to  form 
a  series  of  meanings  according  to  the  marks  placed 
thereon.  To  begin  with,  a  round  hole  punched  through 
the  centre  of  the  fore  fin  would  mean  one  thing, 
through  the  back  fin  another,  and  so  on,  each  fin  thus 
marked  having  its  own  special  significance,  which  any 
one  could  read  who  possessed  the  printed  code.  As  in 
sheep,  a  nutc  h,  or  even  two  notches,  out  of  the  front 
or  back  <;f  the  ear,  like  those  taken  out  of  railway  or 
tramfar  ticiets.  o  luld  he  nvplied  surely  to  the  tail  of  a 
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salmon,  Rings  and  all  other  foreign  objeots  would 
thus  be  done  away  with  entirely. 

It  ever  this  crude  idea  should  take  a  TeMy  practical 
shape,  I  trust  that  one  universal  code  will  be  recognised 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom  indue  course.  I  but 
indicate  the  mere  direction  in  which  I  deem  those 
interested  in  marking  salmon  should  set  to  work,  and 
I  do  so  feeling  that  probably  I  am  "  teaching  my 
grandmother  the  art  of  sucking  eggs,"  and  may  be 
told  so,  too  I — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[The  difficulty  with  salmon  as  regards  marking  the 
fins  seems  to  be  the  obliteration,  in  tbe  enormous 
increase  in  size  of  the  fish,  of  marks  on  the  fins.  The 
fact  that  nature  repairs  injury  to  fins  must  also  be 
remembered,  but  the  suggestion  is  well  worth  con- 
sideration.—  En.] 


FOEMALIN  FOE  BAITS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  really  do  not  know  what  your  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Charles  Dejonse,  is  driving  at.  That  he 
does  not  read  his  Fishing  Gazette  properly,  as  every 
good  angler  should  do,  and  does,  is  evident  by  his 
misquoting  the  date  of  the  issue  ;  it  should  be  Nov.  2, 
not  Nov.  9,  as  your  correspondent  says.  In  an 
editorial  note  in  that  issue  you  gave  to  all  anglers  the 
proper  dilution  of  formalin  for  preserving  bait  —viz.,  a 
tablespoonful  of  formalin  to  a  pint  of  water.  A 
dilution  of  one  of  formalin  to  three  of  water  would 
destroy  any  animal  tissue  in  a  few  days.  Where 
Mr.  Dejonge  has  got  his  formH,lin  from  I  do  not 
know,  but  any  one  who  has  ever  seriously  u<pd  fjrmalin 
will  bear  out  my  statement  that  it  is  ridiculou-^  it 
means  destruction,  not  preservation.  Tnat  formilin 
renders  baits  hard  is  true,  but  that  difficulty  may  be 
got  over  by  adding  an  equal  quantity  of  glycerine.  As 
an  ounce  of  practice  is  worth  a  ton  of  theory,  I  will 
give  an  example.  Fishing  on  Nov.  1,  1899,  with  Capt. 
Miller,  E  A.,  I  noticed  the  boatman  had  a  lot  of  bait 
left,  sprats  and  mussels.  I  took  them  and  preserved 
them  in  the  following  solution  :— Formalin,  loz.  ; 
glycerine,  loz. ;  boracic  acid,  2  drams  ;  water  to,  20oz. 
After  a  week  a  fresh  quantity  of  preservative  was  put 
in  place  of  the  first,  and  thirteen  months  afterwards 
these  baits  were  used  with  success.  It  is  well  to  wash 
them  thoroughly  in  water  before  putting  on  the  hook. 
Any  other  information  I  can  give  on  this  subject  to 
my  brother  anglers  through  your  columns  I  shall  be 
at  all  times  pleased  to  send. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hcssev. 


FISHING  NEAE  BIAEEITZ. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "  Fleet's  "  enquiry  as  to 
above,  the  sea  fishing  from  the  little  jetty  that  forms 
the  entrance  to  the  harbour  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz  is  very 
good  at  this  time  of  year.  Whiting  can  be  caught  at 
dusk  in  large  numbers,  and  from  a  boat  in  the  bay 
inside  the  breakwater  during  the  day. 

There  is  also  in  bad  weather  a  big  fish,  somewhat 
like  a  bream,  called  locally  a  veron,  that  runs  to  151b. 
or  more.  This  is  caught  from  the  jetty,  or  fr^m  the 
beach  with  a  long  throw  out  line  and  heavy  lead. 
With  a  stout  rod  and  ledger  tackle,  using  salmon  gut, 
I  have  caught  many  of  them  from  the  jetty  when  the 
professionals  using  a  throw  out  line  could  not  get  a 
touch.  They  are  a  jealous  people  the  Basques,  and 
delight  on  these  occasions  in  fouling  your  line.  Nor 
will  they  pull  in  to  clear  it,  and  with  your  light  tackle 
you  cannot  move  their  21b.  leads,  so  that  you  are 
somewhat  at  their  mercy. 

Bass  also  can  be  caught  here  at  low  tide,  fishing 
where  the  stream  (Nivelle)  runs  out  of  the  harbour. 
Prawns  unboiled  are  good  bait  for  these,  but  lug  must 
be  used  for  veron  and  whitieg.  This  bait  is  scarce, 
and  I  know  of  but  one  man  who  will  get  it  for  you. 
"  Innocent  "  is  his  name,  and  he  is  a  commissionaire 
at  the  station.  He  can  be  trusted,  but  you  must  pay 
a  halfpenny  each  lug !  Others  will  promise,  but  that's 
all,  and  when  you  go  for  your  bait  you  won't  get  it. 

Big  bass  also  can  be  caught  with  an  india-rubber 
sand  eel,  red,  by  spinning  from  a  boat  slowly  taken 
along  the  rooks.  But  it  is  rather  queer  work,  as  the 
heavy  Atlantic  swell  crashes  on  them  in  a  terribly 
unpleasant  way,  and  one  wonders  how  on  earth  the 
bass  can  escape  being  dashed  to  pieces. 

Trout  fishing  opens  on  Feb.  1,  but  there  is  none  of 
much  use  very  near.  But  if  you  take  train  to  Osses, 
on  the  line  to  St.  Jean  Pied  du  Port,  vou  can  have 
fair  sport.  Indeed,  between  Biarritz  and  Pan,  alrng 
the  foot-hills  of  the  Pyrenees,  trout  abound  in  places 
and  rise  well  to  the  fly.  There  is  a  small  stream  that 
can  be  hit  off  behind  the  Chateau  St.  Anne  at  St.  Jean 
de  Luz.  If  followed  up  into  the  hills  some  trout  can 
be  caught,  but  either  worm  or  natural  fly  dapped  must 
be  used.  The  trees  and  bushes  quite  prevent  artificial 
fly  fishing,  alas. 

At  St.  Pe,  not  far  at  the  back  of  St.  Jean  de  Luz, 
there  is  a  very  fair  bit  of  trouting  in  the  Nivelle.  I 
wrote  an  account  of  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
five  years  aso.  Cam  bo,  also,  is  a  good  centre  for 
fishing  the  Nive. 

But  if  "Fleet  "  wants  first-class  sport  he  should  go 
over  the  border  into  Spain.  Fishing  in  that  country, 
odd  as  it  may  appear,  is  far  ahead  ^f  au\thiug  Che 
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f  rench  can  show.  In  Spain  they  really  preserve,  and 
also  stop  poaching.  Kay,  they  breed  and  restock,  and 
a  licence,  cheap,  must  be  obtained.  But  all  that  is 
too  long  a  story  to  enter  upon  here,  and  doubtless 
"  Fleet "  does  not  want  to  enter  Sunny  Spain,  as  he 
talks  of  near  St.  Jean  de  Luz.  I  should  say,  stick  to 
the  sea.  The  French  trout  fisher  puts  his  faith  in 
nets,  dynamite,  and  lime,  and  unless,  like  me,  you 
have  thoroughly  mastered  the  rivers,  I  fear  that  a  few 
months'  trouting  in  French  waters  will  not  bring  you 
much  success.— Yours  truly,  Oyster. 


CAPTURE  OF  A  DEAGONET. 
Dear  Sir,— I  send  you,  in  salt,  a  specimen  of 
Cottus.  It  does  not  seem  by  any  means  uncommon 
on  these  coasts,  yet  I  can  hardly  reconcile  it  with  the 
Cothis  scorpius  described  by  Yarrell  (2,  p.  60)  and 
others. 

It  is  a  much  longer  and  flatter  fish  than  Yarrell 
shows,  and  the  head  is  relatively  very  much  shorter 
compared  with  the  total  length  of  the  fish. 

In  my  specimen  the  eyes  are  the  highest  point  of 
the  fish,  and  are  capable  of  looking  backwards  over 
the  entire  back  of  the  fish.  Moreover,  the  mouth  is 
remarkably  overshot.  Nothing  that  can  be  called  a 
spine  exists  on  the  head,  but  the  gill-covers  terminate 
in  a  soft,  digitate  process  (generally  tripartite),  which 
does  not  appear  in  Yarrell's  drawing. 

I  ha,ve  also  the  figures  of  Bloch  and  Cuvier,  also 
Gervais  et  B.,  by  me,  and  none  of  these  can  be 
reconciled  with  the  specimen  sent  you.  I  caught  it  at 
the  mouth  of  the  estuary  at  Salcombe  to-day.  It 
swallowed  a  marine  worm  nearly  as  large  as  itself. 

I  saw  two  specimens  of  this  identical  fish  dragged  up 
by  the  .shore  nets  at  Start  Bay  last  week.  One  was 
two  to  three  inches  longer  than  the  one  now  sent.  In 
two  cases  out  of  the  three  the  eyes  were  bright 
emerald  green,  and  lustrous  when  the  fish  was  alive. 

Please  let  me  hear  if  you  can  determine  this  fish. — 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  Worsley  (of  Isle  worth). 

Marine  Hotel,  Salcombe,  S.  Devon, 
Nov.  24,  1901. 

[Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  has  kindly  identified 
the  little  fish  as  the  Dragonet  (not  Dragnet), 
Callicmymos  lyra,  which  is  fully  described  and  illus- 
trated in  Dr.  Day's  "British  Fishes."  It  is  found 
round  the  British  Isles,  being  not  uncommon  at 
Belfast.— Ed  ] 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  that  your  correspondent  "Fly" 
works  out  my  baskets  of  little  Cornish  trout  to  his 
favourite  decimals.  But  perhaps  I  may  point  out  that 
I  did  not  say  that  twenty  trout  weighing  .31b.  averaged 
more  than  2-4oz.,  but  only  that  they  were  a  fair  sample 
of  what  might  be  expected  in  the  district  named.  Nor 
did  I  put  them  all  back,  as  unlike  "  Fly  "  I  am  not  too 
proud  to  carry  home  a  31b.  basket  from  water  where 
nothing  better  is  to  be  done,  and  where  quarter 
pounders  are  rarities  and  half  pounders  considered 
worthy  of  a  paragraph  in  the  local  paper.  Replying 
to  his  queries,  I  know  the  De  Lank  River  well,  but  it 
is  only  a  tributary  of  the  Camel,  and  the  average  is 
the  same,  something  under  Jib. 

The  ponds  on  Tregoss  Moor  I  saw  but  did  not  try, 
although  I  was  told  the  usual  yarns  about  huge  trout 
lurking  in  them.  No  doubt  there  may  be  an  occasional 
trout  to  be  picked  up  in  the  others  named,  but  as 
"Fly"  has  not  thought  them  all  worthy  of  trial,  I 
shall  let  them  alone,  especially  as  pond  fishing  is  not 
much  to  my  taste. 

On  the  North  coast  I  have  tried  all  the  small  streams 
from  Boscastle  to  Perran  Forth,  and  found  that  in 
most  of  them  the  trout  were  extremely  small. 

The  stream  at  Mawgan  is  much  the  best,  but  the 
trout  there  do  not  now  average  more  than  about  3oz. 

I  can  only  repeat  that  I  consider  "  Fly's  "  experience 
unique  for  Cornwall,  especially  in  a  district  where  ho 
tells  us  "poaching  is  rampant  and  licences  few,"  and 
express  my  belief  that  nobody  else  is  likely  to  lower 
his  record. — Yours  truly,  J.  P.  Wright. 

Dear  Sib, — Mr.  Simms  now  complains  that  I,  in 
quoting  the  Usk  and  Monnow,  refer  to  preserved 
streams.  I  fancy  Mr.  Simms  had  conserved  streams  in 
Ijis  inind  when  he  wrote  his  first  letter  containing 
allusions  to  the  Thames  and  southern  streams,  there- 
fore he  cannot  call  me  over  the  coals  for  doing  a 
similar  thing;  but  at  the  same  time  the  Usk  is  open  in 
a  good  many  places  to  the  average  angler,  though 
perhaps  it  is  not  merely  an  average  stream. 

I  was  aware  (or  rather  took  it  to  be  so)  that 
Mr.  Barton's  West  Country  was  also  Lorna  Dooue's 
and  Blackmore's,  but— enough  of  this  !  West  is  West, 
whether  Wales  or  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  I  will  now 
wish  Mr.  Simms  adieu  on  the  subject. — Yours  faith- 
fully, Ernest  Webster, 

Hon.  Sec.  Cardifi  Piscatorial  Society, 


"GOING  OUT  A-PISHING." 
Dear  Sib, — In  your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
your  correspondent  "Ronald"  gives  what  purports  to 
be  a  copy  of  the  words  of  the  old  song  "  Going  Out 


a-Fishing."  "  Ronald  "  must  have  lost  a  leaf  out  of  the 
book  he  copied  from.  I  have  sung  the  song  many 
times  both  in  public  and  private,  and  send  you  here- 
with a  correct  and  full  copy  of  the  words  of  the  song.  

Yours  faithfully,  Herman  Rohei,. 

13,  Sarsfeld-road,  Balham,  S.W. 

Out  a-Fishino. 
(Tune,  "  The  King  of  the  Cannibal  Islands.") 
Last  night,  Tom  Snooks,  says  he  to  me, 
If  you've  a  mind  to  have  a  spree 
I'll  take  you  out  with  two  or  three 

Who  mean  to  go  a-fishing. 
So  get  a  rod,  a  can,  and  bait, 
We  start  from  town  precise  at  eight. 
So  mind,  friend  Muggs,  you're  not  too  late 

To  go  with  us  a-fishing. 
Says  I,  "  I  will "  ;  so  off  I  goes 
To  my  uncle's  spout,  with  my  best  clothes, 
And  borrowed  what  you  may  suppose 

To  rig  me  out  for  fishing. 

Chorus — 

With  rods  and  lines  and  baits  a  store, 
Enough  for  half-a-dozen  more, 
I  never  shall  forget  the  bore 
Of  going  out  a-fishing. 

Well  I  oS  we  set,  through  dust  and  sun, 

The  perspiration  off  me  run, 

Says  I,  "I  hope  this  ain't  the  fun" 

Of  going  out  a-fishing  ; 
At  length  we  reached  the  river  side. 
And  soon  upon  the  glittering  tide. 
Our  floats  like  little  boats  did  ride. 

As  floats  do  when  you're  fishing. 
I  felt  a  tug,  I  tugged  again. 
And  lugged  away  with  might  and  main. 
When  out  I  lugged  a  dog  and  chain, 

When  I  was  out  a-fishing. 

Oh !  how  they  laughed  to  see  the  prize. 
When  Snooks,  you  know  he's  such  a  size. 
Soused  in  the  stream  to  our  surprise, 

As  if  to  spoil  our  fishing. 
You've  heard  about  too  many  cooks 
Now  when  we  strove  to  land  poor  Snooks, 
We  stuck  him  full  of  little  hooks, 

With  which  we'd  been  a-fishing. 
At  length  our  friend  to  shore  we  brought. 
He  puffed  and  blowed,  you  would  have  thought 
A  full-grown  porpoise  we  had  caught. 

When  we  were  out  a-fishing. 

We  brandied  Snooks,  he  soon  got  well ; 
We  plied  again,  but  must  I  tell. 
What  next  to  Jemmy  Higgs  befell, 

When  we  went  out  a-fishing. 
The  sun  was  hot,  the  grass  was  green, 
And  he  sat  down  where  some  cows  had  been, 
Oh,  what  a  sight  was  his  nankeen, 

Where  he  sat  down  for  fishing. 
I  warning  took,  and  on  a  rail 
I— like  the  bird  in  nursery  tale 
That  wagged  about  his  little  tail — 

Perched  me  up  for  fishing. 


THK  SALMON  INDENTURE  BUSINESS  AGAIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
any  information  as  regards  apprentices'  indonturea 
witli  the  agreement  that  they  had  to  have  fish  for  food 
only  twice  a  week.  There  has  been  so  much  abou4 
this  on  our  border  that  a  few  would  like  to  knowf 
whether  such  was  the  case  or  not. — Yours  rcspoctfully, 

John  Waters. 

[We  have  never  seen  one  of  these  indentures,  but  a 
great  deal  has  been  published  about  them  from  time  to 
time,  nothingi  definite  as  far  as  we  remember. — Ed. J  . 

AN  OLD  CHINESE  FISH  STORY.  ' 

Dear  Sir, — In  an  old  book  of  my  father's — "Recrea- 
tions in  Science,"  published  1820 — I  have  come  across 
the  following,  and  I  send  it  to  you,  as  it  may  prove  an 
"  eye-opener"  to  the  Howietouli,  Wyresdale]^ Chilland, 
Burton-on-Trent,  and  many  other  fish  hatcheries  : — 

"  The  Chinese  have  a  method  of  hatching  the  spawn 
of  fish,  and  thus  protecting  it  from  those  accidents 
which  ordinarily  destroy  so  large  a  portion  of  it.  The 
fishermen  collect  with  care  those  gelatinous  masses 
which  contain  the  spawn  of  fish,  then  with  it  fill  the 
shell  of  a  fresh  nen  egg,  which  they  have  previously 
emptied,  stop  up  the  hole,  and  put  it  under  a  sitting 
fowl.  At  the  expiration  of  a  certain  number  of  days 
they  break  the  shell  in  water  warmed  by  the  sun ; 
the  young  fry  are  presently  hatched,  and  are  ikept  in 
pure  fresh  water  till  they  are  large  enough  to  be  thrown 
into  the  pond  or  river  with  the  old  fish.  The  sale  o£j 
spawn  for  this  purpose  forms  an  important  branch  off 
trade  in  China." 

Query.— How  about   stocking  the  Thames  with 
salmon  this  way  ? — Yours  truly,        Alf.  Jardinb. 

[Much  obliged  to  Mr.  Jardine.  We  have  heard  this 
story  once  or  twice  before,  but  it  will  be  new  to  many 
of  our  readers,  who  are  continually  increasing. — Ed. J 

FROZEN  PONDS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  long  as  there  is  a  steady  in  and  out 
flow  no  holes  need  be  made  for  aeration  in  a  pond  con- 
taining trout.  In  ponds  without  a  permanent  water 
supply  containing  trout  it  will  be  found  advantageous 
to  cut  holes  into  the  ice — say  twenty,  of  a  yard  square 
each,  to  the  acre,  and  to  stuff  wisps  of  straw  into  these 
holes.  I  find  that  with  three  to  fourteen  inches  of 
ice  on  a  pond  containing  over  two  tons  of  trout  I  can 
skate  without  disturbing  the  fish  much  nor  doing  any* 
harm  to  them.  ' 

On  ponds  containing  carp  no  skating  ought  to  be 
done,  as  it  wovdd  send  the  fish  up  from  their  muddy 
winter  quarters  and  frighten  them  greatly  to  say  the 
least. 

I  find  that  trout  will  feed  fairly  well  in  deep  ponda 
covered  with  as  much  as  sixteen  inches  of  ice  as  long 
there  is  a  steady  water  supply,  but  the  different  species 
vary  greatly  in  the  way  they  take  food  under  ice. 
Fontinalis  will  feed  well  even  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
and  so  will  rainbows,  though  not  so  markedly,  but  the 
brown  trout  in  very  cold  weather  are  but  lazy  feeders. 
—Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffh. 

Sandport  Trout  Fishery, 
Osnabriick. 


But,  sad  mischance,  the  rail  was  old. 
It  broke  I  and  down  the  bank  I  roll'd — 
Look  here  I  I'm  sure  I  shall  catch  cold 

Prom  going  out  a-fishing. 
The  mud  was  soft,  my  legs  were  thin. 
And  farther  I  kept  sinking  in, 
Until  I  thought  'twould  reach  my  chin. 

When  we  went  out  a-fishing. 
At  last  says  I,  this  will  not  suit. 
So  out  I  bawls,  when  Snooks,  the  brute, 
He  lugg'd  me  out,  but  left  my  boot 

Where  I  had  been  a-fishing  I 

At  two  o'clock,  the  hour  agreed. 
We  sat  us  down  ourselves  to  feed, 
But  fortune  was  unkind  indeed. 

When  we  were  out  a-fishing. 
For  Crabb,  to  whom  the  "prog"  did  fall. 
Forgot  the  pie,  the  beef,  and  all. 
And  bottled  off  three  quarts  of  "small" — 

What  stuff  for  us  a-fishing. 
But,  thank  my  stars,  all  danger's  past, 
I'll  make  the  cupboard  rue  my  fast, 
My  first  exploit  shall  be  my  last 

Of  going  out  a-fishing  I 

CAPTAIN  A.  CLARK  KENNEDY'S  VERSES. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
can  please  inform  me  if  the  rhymes  and  songs  by  the 
late  Captain  A.  Clark  Kennedy  have  been  published, 
and  if  so  by  whom  ?  Was  he  the  writer  of  the  song 
"  Loyal  Ireland,"  in  which  the  following  occurs  : — 

"  And  Freedom's  eyes  are  dim  with  anguish, 
But  her  voice  sounds  loud  and  clear. 
As  she  calls  her  children  round  her. 
Loyal  Ireland,  do  you  hear  ?  " 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation,  yours  truly, 

"  Bradhaun." 


PISHING  FOR  COARSE  FISH  IN  THE  WEAR. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  been  a  regular  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  some  years,  and  knowing  your 
authority  on  angling  matters,  I  should  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  you  could  enlighten  me  on  the  following : — 

The  river  Wear,  in  which  I  have  held  licence  to  fish 
for  many  years  for  trout  up  to  Oct.  2,  contains  a 
quantity  of  roach,  dace,  and  some  gudgeon  ;  now  there 
is  practically  no  close  time  for  these  fish,  and  many 
are  caught  and  retained  before  June  12,  but  I  do  not 
know  of  one  single  individual  who  fishes  for  coarse  fisli 
after  the  closing  date  of  the  trout  season. 

As  these  fish  ought  to  be  in  the  best  condition  at 
the  present  time,  could  I  angle  for  the  said  fish  without 
fear  of  interruption  by  the  Wear  Conservators,  or 
should  I  notify  them  or  their  bailiff. 

As  I  think  this  will  interest  most  anglers  in  the 
North  of  England,  perhaps  you  will  favour  me  with  a 
reply  in  some  subsequent  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
— Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Driver. 

[Our  correspondent  must  get  a  permit;  from  the 
Board  of  Conservators  to  fish  for  coarse  fish  ;  we  do  not 
know  that  they  issue  such  permits.  The  difficulty  that 
has  arisen  in  these  cases  is  that,  intentionally  or 
unintentionall}',  anglers  may  take  trout,  sea-trout,  and 
salmon  when  actually  or  ostensibly  fishing  for  coarse 
fish  only. — Ed. J 


Big  Lough  Melvin  Trout.— In  the  window  of 
Mr.  Robin,  taxidermist,  Belfast,  there  is  on  view  a 
brace  of  Lough  Melvin  trout  (S.  fcrox)  set  up  in  a  case. 
The  heaviest  fish  weighed  101b.  4oz.  and  the  smaller 
81b.  They  were  killed  on  Lough  Melvin  in  the  summer 
by  Mr.  W.  Young  M'Grigor  Louth,  England.  The 
bigger  fish  gave  its  captor  play  for  one  hour  and  forty 
I  minutes  on  a  lOJ  feet  "Pennell  "  rod.— J.  A.  B. 
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NOTICES. 
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The  Fishing  Gazettb  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  and  Pioprietor  of  the  FiSHINO 
Gazette.  St  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  ol  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  aa  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Oazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  M. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    5».  id. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto    it.  Sd. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annniil 

subscription,  including  postage    12).  6d, 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page        ...    16  0 

Small  advertisements  U.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 

page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  tha/n  two  t^clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advebtisbment  Manaqeb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


OUE  CHEISTMAS  NUMBEB 

WILL  BE  PUBLISHED 

ON  SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  21. 
Pbice  2d. 

Advertisers  will  oblige  by  sending  in  copy 
as  early  as  possible. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOKATKD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  7th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR.  - 

Christmas  Treat  for  Soldiers  in  the  Herbert 
Hospital  at  Woolwich. 
Lady  Maurice  writes  to  me  as  follows  : — 
t  Commandant's  House, 

*  Woolwich,  Dec.  3,  1901. 

Dear  Mb.  Maeston,— I  am  collecting  for  the 
.  Herbert  Hospital  Christmas  Treat.  It  seems  hard  that 
Wounded  and  sick  men  at  home  should  not  have  some- 
thing that  day.  We  shall  so  sorely  miss  your  generous 
supply  of  tobacco  that  I  wonder  if  you  could  again  get 
me  some,  and  some  used  playing  cards,  which  are  so 
much  liked. 

I  know  it  is  a  poor  return  for  your  kindness  to  ask 
you  to  help  again,  and  you  must  please  not  answer  me 
or  take  any  trouble  if  you  think  I  am  too  great  a 
beggar. 

I  have  already  got  some  money  towards  the 
Christmas  tea,  but  it  takes  a  good  deal  to  go  round 
every  ward,  and  tobacco  will  use  up  such  a  large  part 
of  what  I  have.  Will  you  ask  among  your  friends  for 
help  for  this  ? — Believe  me,  sincerely  yours, 

Annie  Maurice. 

I  have  told  Lady  Maurice  that  the  Fisliing 
Gazette  Tobacco  Fund  has  been  closed  some  time, 
but  that  I  will  gladly  publish  her  appeal,  and 
will  see  if  I  can  get  some  more  cards,  and  also  send 
some  books.  I  hope  some  of  my  readers  may  feel 
inclined  to  assist  on  this  special  occasion. 


Fishing  Rights  in  the  Thames  above  Staines. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Herewith  I  forward  copy 
of  correspondence  on  the  above  subject,  which 
may  prove  interesting  to  some  of  your  readers.— 
Yours  faithfully,  H.  W.  Higgins, 

12,  Regent-street,     Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling 
Pall  Mall,  S.W.        Preservation  Society. 


"  Thames  Preservation  League, 

"  1,  Great  College-street, 

"  Westminster,  S.W 
"  Dec.  2,  1901 
"  To  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  Esq.,  L.C.C., 
"  37,  Grosvenor-square,  W. 
"  Dear  Sir, — You  are  possibly  aware  that  th 
Thames   Preservation  League,  as  well  as  th 
Commons  Preservation  Society,  was  approached 
some  time  since  with  reference  to  an  action 
which  Sir  Roger  Palmer  commenced  against  a 
man  named  Andrews  with  resjaect  to  a  fisliery  at 
Maidenhead.    I  was  put  on  the  Defence  Com 
mittee,  and  after  going  fully  into  tlie  matter 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  public  could  not 
possibly  hope  to  oust  Sir  Roger's  title,  and  on 
my  advice  the  Defence  Committee  resolved  to 
take  no  -further  steps  in  the  matter.    It  is  felt 
however,  that  something  ought  to  be  done  in 
Parliament  to  settle  once  and  for  all  the  question 
of  the  Thames  Fisheries,  and  the  League  is 
calling  a  small   conference  to  talk  over  the 
matter  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  18,  at  5.30  p.m 
Representatives  of  the  League  and  of  the  Central 
Association  and  Anglers'  Association  will  be 
present,  and  as  you  have  always  taken  an  interest 
in  Thames  questions  may  I  express  a  hope  that 
you  may  find  it  possible  to  attend  as  well. 

"  The  present  suggestion  is  that  a  BOl  should 
be  introduced  into  Parliament  having  for  its 
object  the  compulsory  purchase  at  a  fair  price  of 
the  fisheries. — I  am,  yours  truly, 

"  Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  Hon.  Secretary." 

"  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
"  11,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W 
"  Dec.  4,  1901. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst. 

"Before  and  since  I  became  President  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  I  have 
always  had  and  continue  to  retain  the  greatest 
interest  in  the  condition  of  the  river  Thames, 
particularly  as  it  affected  anglers  of  all  classes. 
The  suggestions  of  your  League  have  often  been 
endorsed  by  me,  by  my  predecessors,  and  by  this 
society. 

' '  I  quite  agree  that  private  rights  of  fishin  g  in  the 
river  Thames  should  be  acquired  by  purchase  where 
they  cannot  be  obtained  by  way  of  gift  or  licence. 

"  Some  years  ago  this  society  suggested  a 
fusion  of  the  various  river  preservation  associa- 
tions for  the  express  purpose  of  combining  for 
general  action  in  such  an  eventuality  as  that 
now  raised  by  the  case  of  Palmer  and  Andrews. 

"  The  proposal  was  not,  however,  taken  up, 
owing  possibly  to  the  fear  (not  intended)  that 
an  attempt  was  being  made  by  this  society  to  alter 
the  then  mode  of  management  of  up-river  affairs. 

"  Instead  of  a  new  body  to  deal  with  the 
question,  I  am  convinced  that  it  should  be  taken 
up  by  the  Preservation  Societies  at  present 
working  by  reason  of  their  long  establishment, 
who  have  the  knowledge  requisite  of  the  state  of 
the  river  in  their  neighbourhood,  the  existence 
of  rights  of  way,  and  of  the  owners  of  local 
fisheries,  together  with  other  necessary  informa- 
tion pertinent  to  a  preliminary  inquiry.  After 
these  facts  have  been  sifted,  collated,  and  con- 
sidered, a  general  meeting  at  some  '  centre '  to 
be  agreed  upon  might  be  convened,  where  all 
the  executive  of  the  associations  generally  or 
appointed  delegates  therefrom  could  confer, 
fully  discuss,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion, 
would  be  the  best  course  to  pursue  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  rights  desired. 

"  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
'  provision  of  funds  '  in  the  event  of  either  leasing 
or  purchase  will  be  the  most  important  problem 
to  solve. 

"  Much  work  and  some  expenditure  will  be 
necessary  even  to  obtain  the  information  required 
in  the  first  place,  seeing  that  County  and  District 
Councils  and  other  authorities  may  have  to  be 
approached,  as  well  as  the  riparian  owners  on 
hoth  sides  of  the  river  from  Staines  to  Cricklade. 

"  Hence  I  wish  to  emphasise  the  advisability 
of  utilising  existing  local  institutions  in  the  first 
instance,  because  this  is  not  a  question  confined 
to  London  anglers  only. 

"  Any  reasonable  help  or  advice  that  I  can 
give  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do. — Yours  truly, 

"  (Signed)  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  President. 
Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  Esq.,  Hon.  Sec, 

"  Thames  Preservation  League." 


I  think  that  Mr.  Lawson  has  made  a  very  good 
suggestion  ;  if  the  different  fisheries  associations 
interested  in  the  Thames  work  heartily  together 
some  good  may  be  effected  -if  they  will  not  do  so 
they  cannot  expect  Parliament  to  take  much 
notice  of  their  appeal,  and  before  they  get  to 
Parliament  they  have  got  to  convince  other 
important  bodies  that  they  are  in  earnest. 


Pike  with  a  Tumour. 
Mr.  H.  Lovatt  sends  me  a  16jlb.  pike  with  the 

following  note  :— 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  sending  to  you  this  day  a  specimen 
pike  captured  in  Himly  Pool  weighing  lOjlb.  The  fish 
has  a  large  substance  on  its  one  side.  If  photographed 
it  might  be  interesting  to  your  readers.  During  a  long 
experience  of  pike  fishing  I  have  never  seen  such  a 
fish. — Yours,  H.  Lovatt. 

Low  Hill,  Bushbury, 

Near  Wolverhampton. 

The  lump  in  the  belly  was  as  big  as  a — I  was 
going  to  say  "  Dragnet's  "  turnip  ;  well  it  was  quite 
four  inches  in  diameter  and  nearly  round.  On 
being  opened  it  proved  to  be  a  watery  tumour,  the 
largest  I  have  ever  seen  in  a  fish. 


More  Successful  Stocking  of  the  Pacific 

FROM  THE  Atlantic. 
It  seems  probable  that  the  great  success  scored 
by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  in  estab- 
lishing the  Atlantic  shad  in  the  Pacific  Coast  waters 
is  likely  to  be  repeated  in  the  case  of  that  splendid 
sea  fish  the  striped  bass,  judging  from  this  note 

which  I  find  in  the  American  Field  of  Nov.  23 :  

"  Late  reports  from  San  Francisco  indicate  great 
sport  with  striped  bass  in  the  future  for  the  anglers. 
Many  who  were  out  last  week  made  catches  of 
goodly  specimens.  Walter  Burlingame  caught  two 
big  ones  in  a  day.  B.  Sparks  and  L.  L.  Levings 
landed  two  twelve -pounders  and  one  of  91b.  C. 

H.  Venker  caught  one  of  16ilb.  and  a  ten-pounder, 
and  P.  Boland  and  0.  W.  Jackson  landed  five  fishes 
which  weighed  from  61b.  to  lOjlb.  apiece.  Alexander 
Vogelsang,  of  the  State  Fish  Commission,  is 
quoted  as  having  said  the  catch  by  the  market 
fishermen  alone  for  the  present  season  has  been 

I,  500,0001b.,  and  that  it  will  be  many  times  more 
next  season.  These  figures  show  these  striped 
bass  have  propagated  wonderfully  since  they  were 
liberated  in  Pacific  Coast  waters  a  few  years  since 
by  the  United  States  Fish  Commission.  One  of 
the  greatest  catches  recorded  is  that  made  by  T. 
E.  Archer,  of  Oakland,  a  few  days  since  at  Lake 
Merritt.  In  one  hour  and  a  half  he  landed  ten 
striped  bass,  seven  of  which  weighed  on  an  average 
15lb.  The  first  one  taken  was  thirty-five  inches 
in  length  and  weighed  171b.  It  made  a  game  fight, 
and  afforded  the  angler  great  sport  by  taking  out  one 
hundred  yards  of  line  three  times  ere  the  finish." 

And  yet  in  spite  of  such  splendid  results  in 
America,  in  New  Zealand,  Tasmania,  etc.,  some 
Continental  writers  still  question  the  value  of  fish- 
culture.  Of  course,  the  very  greatest  care  ought 
to  be  taken  before  it  is  decided  to  introduce  a  new 
fish — or  any  other  animal  for  that  matter — into  a 
water  or  district  where  it  has  previously  been 
ab-ent.  It  may  be  a  desirable  acquisition  in  itself, 
and  yet  prove  the  destruction  of  some  existing 
animal  even  more  valuable  than  the  new  comer. 

believe  the  American  shad  would  do  well  in  some 
of  our  rivers — not  from  the  angler's  point  of  view, 
but  as  a  food  fish.  The  European  variety  was  very 
plentiful  in  the  Severn  until  the  last  few  years — 
probably  poison  from  factories  and  pollutions  from 
town  sewers  destroyed  it. 


A  Message  from  Australia  to  British  Anglers. 

Dear  Sir,^ — Herewith  for  your  information  pro- 
gramme of  this  season's  competitions,  also  syllabu.s 
of  evenings'  entertainments.    Would  you  be  good 
enough  to  mention  in  your  columns  that  at  any 
time  any  of  Great  Britain's  anglers  are  in  Melbourne 
they  will  be  heartily  welcomed  at  any  of  my  society's 
meetings  (Friday  evenings). — Yours  faithfully, 
J.  W.  Westaway, 
Hon.  Sec.  Victorian  Fish  Protection 
Society  and  Anglers'  Club. 
Melbourne,  Oct.  28,  1901. 

P.S. — You  will  notice  that  the  compilers  of  the 
syllabus  have  endeavoured  to  capture  the  first  prize 
for  "  Original  fish  lies  "  by  intentionally  inserting 
Februai-y  29  as  the  date.— J.  W.  W. 

I  am  very  glad  to  publish  this  message  from  the 
Antipodes.  It  shows  anglers  are  good  fellows  all 
the  world  over.  The  programme  is  not  to  hand 
yet. 
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St.  PETEESBUEa  International  Fisheries  Ex- 
hibition AND  Congress  of  Fisheries  and 
Fish  Culture. 

"  SiK, — In  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the 
International  Congress  of  Fisheries  and  Fish 
Culture,  1900,  at  Paris,  according  to  which  the 
next  Congress  should  be  held  at  St.  Petersburg,  the 
Kussian  Imperial  Society  of  Fisheries  and  Fish 
Culture,  with  the  august  sanction  of  His  Majesty 
the  Emperor,  will  convoke  that  Congress  in  1902, 
in  conjunction  with  an  International  Exhibition  of 
Fisheries. 

"  The  Organising  Committee  has  the  honour  to 
forward  you,  sir,  a  copy  of  the  rules,  and  invites 
you  to  become  a  member  of  the  Congress. 

"  Besides  the  information  on  the  Congress  that 
you  will  find  in  the  rules,  the  Organising  Committee 
deems  it  necessary  to  add  that  it  will  do  all  it  can 
to  render  the  visit  of  its  foreign  guests  to  St. 
Petersburg  not  only  useful,  but  also  pleasant ; 
lodgings  will  be  secured  at  the  best  hotels,  all  the 
sights  of  the  capital  will  be  visited,  and  excursions 
to  the  Imatra  waterfall  and  Moscow  are  projected. 
As  soon  as  the  programme  will  be  finally  settled 
you  will  receive  a  copy. — Believe  us,  yours  very 
truly,  "  W.  Weschniakow,  President, 

"  N.  Borodine,  General  Secretary, 
Eussian  Imperial  Society  of  Fish 
Culture  and  Fisheries." 

"  To  E.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 
Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 
London." 

I  see  that  the  opening  of  the  Exhibition  has  been 
put  off  to  Jan.  28,  and  that  the  sittings  of  the 
International  Congress  of  Fisheries  and  Fish- 
culture  will  be  held  from  Feb.  24  to  March  1.  I 
am  much  obliged  for  this  in\'itation,  and  if  I  am 
unable  to  be  present  shall  arrange  to  have  a  report 
of  such  matters  as  are  likely  to  interest  our  readers. 

PEOGEAMME 

of  the  International  Congress  of  Fisheries  and 
Fish  Culture  to  be  held  at  St.  Petersburg  in  1902. 

General  Meetings. — International  researches  on 
fisheries.  —  Organisation  and  functions  of  the 
organising  permanent  committee  and  annexed 
bureau  of  inquiries.  Publication  of  a  special 
journal  of  international  congresses  and  of  inter- 
national statistics  on  fisheries.  Organisation  of 
international  scientific  researches  on  fisheries, 
general  methods  and  terminology.  Questions  con- 
cerning international  fishery  legislation  and  inter- 
national conventions.  Organisation  of  international 
fishery  exhibitions. 

Section  I. — Scientific  and  industrial  investiga- 
tions of  the  sea  and  fresh- water  basins. — Organisa- 
tions, methods,  instruments  and  apparatus ;  reports 
on  results  obtained. 

Section  II. — Fish-culture  and  oyster-culture. — 
The  actual  state  of  these  branches  of  industry  in 
different  countries,  descriptions  of  proceedings  and 
apparatus  now  used.  Eeports  on  the  work  done 
by  fish-hatcheries,  spawning-ponds,  activity  of 
different  governments.  Measures  taken  in  different 
coimtries  for  the  protection  of  fish,  the  prevention 
of  the  pollution  of  waters,  installation  of  fish- 
ladders. 

Section  III. — Statistics  of  fisheries  and  methods. 
Fisheries  legislation. — On  newly  constructed  fishing 
vessels  of  new  types,  improvements  and  gear  for 
fishing.  Ports,  markets,  cold  storage,  transporta- 
tion of  fish  to  the  markets,  etc.  New  proceedings 
for  the  utilisation  of  fish  products,  canneries. 
Fishing  legislation. 

Section  IV. — Condition  of  the  life  of  fishermen. 
■ —  Measures  taken  by  different  governments, 
societies,  and  firms  in  order  to  improve  the 
condition  of  fishermen.  Life  and  ship  insurance, 
credit,  improved  ways  of  communication,  etc. ;  pro- 
fessional schools  and  lectures,  reading-rooms,  tea- 
rooms, clubs,  popularisation  of  knowledge  con- 
cerning fishery  matters. 

Section  V. — Amateur  fishing  and  fish -culture. — 
Organisation  of  amateur  fishing  societies.  Sea 
and  fresh-water  sport.  Cultivation  of  fishes  in 
aquariums.    New  species  of  fishes  for  the  aquarium. 

Section  VI. —  The  liussian  section  will  discuss 
fishery  and  fish-culture  as  well  as  all  questions 
named  in  the  programme  of  the  Sections  I. — IV. 

His  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duie  Sergius 


Alexandro witch,  the  august  patron  of  the  Eussian 
Imperial  Society  of  Fish-culture  and  Fisheries  is 
the  Honorary  President  of  the  Congress. 

V.  I.  Weschniakow,  President  of  the  Eussian 
Imperial  Society  of  Fish-culture  and  Fisheries, 
Member  of  the  Imperial  Council,  Secretary  of  State 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor,  is  the  President  of  the 
Congress.  , 

Copies  of  the  rules  can  be  had  of  M.  Borodine, 
General  Secretary,  Bureau,  B.  Konushennaia,  13, 52, 
St.  Petersburg. 


The  Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Co.  and  the 
State  of  the  Tweed. 
The  most  significant  item  in  the  report  of  the 
Berwick  Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  Ltd.,  is  that 
although  towards  the  end  of  the  net  fishing  season 
(Oct.  2)  fish  "  appeared  in  large  numbers  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tweed,  very  few  entered  it,  the  good 
catches  being  confined  almost  to  the  stations  near 
the  mouth  and  upon  the  sea  coast."  The  report 
attributes  the  failure  of  the  grilse  season  to  the  low 
and  polluted  state  of  the  river,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  the  bad  state  of  the  water  is  what  kept  the 
autumn  fish  back,  until  the  floods  gave  them  a 
chance.  Here  are  a  few  extracts  from  the 
report : — 

"  The  directors  again  have  the  pleasure  to  report 
a  favourable  result  from  the  working  of  the  fisheries 
during  the  past  season.  The  fishing  continued  fair 
during  the  earlier  months,  but  in  the  middle  of 
June  a  long  speU  of  dry  weather  was  experienced, 
almost  no  rain  falling  from  that  time  until  the 
middle  of  August.  The  river  became  very  small, 
and  was  much  polluted  by  the  discharge  from 
factories  in  the  upper  district,  and  for  some  weeks 
the  fishing  fell  off  to  a  very  serious  extent.  Early 
in  August  rain  fell  abundantly  for  a  few  days,  after 
which  the  fishing  continued  fairly  good  until  the 
end  of  the  season.  It  is  remarkable  that  although 
towards  the  end  of  the  season  fish  appeared  in 
large  numbers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  very  few 
entered  it,  the  good  catches  being  confined  almost 
to  the  stations  near  the  mouth  and  upon  the  sea 
coast. 

"  As  in  the  previous  season,  the  favourable  result 
of  the  fishing  is  largely  due  to  the  number  of 
salmon  caught.  Grilse  were  not  only  very  dis- 
appointing in  number,  but  were  of  poor  quality. 
As  stated- before,  during  what  should  have  been  the 
height  of  the  grilse  season,  the  river  was  in  such  a 
wretched  condition  that  grilse  never  appeared  in 
any  quantity,  the  number  captured  being  only  one- 
half  as  compared  with  that  of  last  season,  which 
was  a  very  moderate  one.  Trout,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  a  considerable  increase. 

"  For  salmon  the  prices  were  lower  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  season  as  compared  with  last 
year,  but  taken  over  the  whole  season  showed  little 
variation.  Grilse  were  also  about  the  same  price, 
while  trout  were  lower  during  the  whole  season, 
the  difference  sometimes  amounting  to  one  shilling 
per  pound. 

"  From  the  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
profit  of  the  working  of  the  Fisheries  (Fisheries 
Account  Current)  amounts  to  i;2,287  5s.  ll^d., 
which  is  carried  to  profit  and  loss  account.  The 
latter  account  is  credited  with  the  rents  and  fisheries 
belonging  to  the  company  (charged  as  part  of 
season's  expenses  in  Fisheries  Account  Current), 
amounting  to  £1,148  19s.  6d.,  also  commission  on 
sale  of  fish  for  other  parties,  £175  15s.  Id.,  and 
discounts.  Deducting  income-tax,  auditor's  salary, 
and  bank  interest,  the  account  shows  a  net 
balance  in  favour  of  the  company  of  £3,397  Is.  lOJd. 
Bringing  into  the  account  the  balance  of  £2,408 
13s.  l|d.  (£1,500  plus  £908  13s.  Ifd.)  carried  over 
from  last  year,  leaves  a  total  of  £5,805  15s.  0|d.  to 
the  credit  of  the  company." 

E.  B.  Marston. 


Pike  from  the  Eiver  Blythe. — Mr.  A.  E. 
]?arrett,  proprietor  of  the  John  Keeling  estab- 
lishment, 7,  Digbeth,  Birmingham,  oii  Thursday 
(Nov.  28)  caught  eight  pike  in  the  river  Blythe,  all 
in  excellent  condition,  one,  a  very  fine  fish  most 
beautifully  marked  and  perfect  shape,  weighing 
151b.  It  was  on  show  in  the  window  on  Friday 
(Nov.  29),  and  was  viewed  by  many  hundreds,  and 
very  much  admired.  It  has  been  sent  away  to 
be  set  up.  He  also  took  four  other  good  pike  on 
Nov.  23  from  the  same  water,  all  on  fine  snap 
tackle  with  live  bait. 


,THE  LITTLE  PALE  BLUB  OF 
COMMEECE. 


Half-way  across  the  ford,  wading  something  short 
of  knee  deep,  we  paused  for  a  moment  to  let  our  flies 
trail  in  the  stream  so  as  to  give  our  casts  a  soak 
before  proceeding  to  the  upper  water  for  the  even- 
ing rise.  Three  varying  renderings  of  the  Great 
Eed  Spinner  of  the  August  Dun  were  our  lures, 
and  they  had  served  us  well  for  more  than  one 
evening.  Up  the  stream  and  down  we  looked  with 
never  a  dimple  in  sight,  when,  just  as  we  were 
about  to  move  on,  a  splashing  rise  in  the  stream 
thrown  by  a  bramble  peering  from  the  surface 
tempted  us  to  try  a  cast.  A  minute  served  to  get 
out  the  line  and  to  cover  the  fish,  but  ere  that 
minute  was  spent  there  had  begun  one  of  the 
maddest,  one  of  the  most  astonishing,;  rises  it 
was  ever  our  fortune  to  witness.  Fish  splashed 
everywhere  at  once,  in  the  shallows,  in  the  deeps, 
under  our  very  rod  points,  almost  at  our  feet.  So 
concentrated  were  they  on  their  feed  that  not  even 
a  bungling  cast  put  them  down.  But  the  Great 
Eed  Spinners  were  no  good.  To  the  Coachman 
the  fish  were  indifferent,  and  for  the  Cinnamon 
cared  they  never  a  dell.  It  was  hard  to  see 
precisely  what  they  were  taking,  but  presently  one 
of  us  saw  a  tiny  Pale  Olive  on  his  waders  and 
shouted  to  the  other,  "  Little  Pale  Blue."  Poult 
Bloa  we  tried.  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  No.  1  Whit- 
church, and  the  wool-bodied  variant  of  the  same, 
in  vain,  in  vain ;  also  the  little  Marryat,  the  Pale 
Olive  Quill,  and  the  Francis  pattern  of  the  Light 
Blue  Dun.  Ogden's  so-called  Hare's  Ear,  tied 
with  buff-coloured  hare's  flank  at  shoulder,  suc- 
ceeded in  deluding  one  seven-inch  troutlet,  and  in 
half  an  hour  all  was  quiet  again,  after  such  a 
Saturnalia  as  we  had  never  yet  seen — and  never  a 
trout  had  we  to  show  for  it. 

Three  other  times  during  the  ensuing  ten  days 
of  our  September  stay  by  the  little  Eiver  Hussy 
did  the  same  scene  recur — once  at  about  three  in 
the  afternoon  and  once  in  the  morning.  Yet 
though  we  captured  the  insect  and  tried  our  best 
to  imitate  him  the  results  were  no  better  the 
second  time  than  the  first,  or  the  third  and  fourth 
times  than  the  second. 

That  was  many  years  ago,  and  on  many  waters 
since  that  day  have  we  undergone  that  heart- 
breaking experience,  common  alike  to  wet  and  dry 
fly  rivers — a  rise  of  the  Little  Pale  Blue.  Let  us 
recall  a  September  day  on  the  Itchen  some  years 
back.  It  was  an  ideal  fishing  day,  warm  and 
genial,  with  a  soft  ruifle  from  the  south  -  west 
sufficient  to  help  to  hide  the  angler  and  to  straighten 
out  his  cast  without  drowning  his  fly.  The  rise 
began  soon  after  ten  and  lasted  till  twelve.  Every- 
where— under  the  banks,  in  the  middle  of  streams, 
in  runs,  at  the  tails  of  weeds — there  was  a  steady 
business-like  succession  of  bells.  Yet  at  the  end 
of  the  time  two  anglers  met  on  the  rustic  bridge 
that  spans  the  middle  of  the  reach  with  toom 
creels  and  aching  wrists,  and  compared  notes  and 
vituperative  language  appropriate  to  the  perky 
little  source  of  their  misery.  "  It  was  a  little  beast 
of  a  Pale  Olive  with  a  sort  of  brown  rust  on  his 
body,"  said  the  one.  "  I  tried  Ginger  Quill,  No.  1 
Whitchurch,  Little  Marryat,  Indian  Yellow,  Wick- 
ham's  Fancy,  Eed  Quill,  Blue  Quill  —  nothmg 
would  do  for  them."  "  Little  Pale  Blue — bless 
him,"  said  the  other.  And  so  it  has  ever  been 
until — but  that  is  another  story. 

Since  then  it  has  occurred  to  the  writer,  in  search 
of  an  efficient  imitation  of  the  little  pest,  to  make 
a  comparative  study  of  the  dressings  to  be  found 
in  books,  and  the  results  may  be  of  some  interest 
to  the  September  angler  for  trout  and  grayling. 

Dame  Juliana  de  Berners  has  nothing  to  tell  us 
of  this  little  fly.  Nor  in  his  crib  from  Mr.  Barker, 
in  which  old  Izaak  set  a  bad  example  so  frequently 
followed  by  later  contributors  to  the  "  Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria,"  does  the  father  of  angling  vouchsafe 
us  any  leading  on  the  subject.  Nor  does  Cotton 
specifically  mention  the  fly. 

The  invaluable  Chetham,  of  Smedley,  writing  in 
1681,  has  unexpectedly  nothing  on  either  of  his 
two  lists  of  dressings  directly  referable  to  the 
Little  Pale  Blue.  Like  Francis  Francis  two  cen- 
turies later  he  is  content  to  rely  on  his  patterns 
for  May.  From  "  John  Williamson,  Gent."  (1740), 
prince  of  cribs,  we  turn  with  a  certainty  that  we 
shall  find  nothing  of  his  own,  nothing  that  is  not 
an  ill-digested  re-hash  from  Walton,  Cotton,  and 
Chetham. 
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"  Thomas  Best,  Gent.,"  whose  second  edition 
(1789)  now  lies  open  before  me,  was  not  exempt 
from  the  same  vice,  though  he  claims  that  his 
"Concise  Treatise  on  the  Art  of  Angling"  is 
"  confirmed  by  actual  experience  and  minute 
observations."  He  gives  two  lists  of  flies,  the  first 
containing,  amongst  August  lures — 

"  The  Pale  Blue :  Dabbed  with  very  light  blue 
fur,  mixed  with  a  little  yellow  martern's  fur  and  a 
blue  hackle  over  all ;  the  wings  off  the  feather  of  a 
blue  pidgeon — a  very  killing  fly  from  ten  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  evening.  The  hook. 
No.  3." 

The  present  writer  has  never  had  any  "  yellow 
martern's  "  fur  to  dress  it  with,  but  such  imitations 
as  he  has  been  able  to  make  did  not  justify  Mr. 
Best's  praise.  The  "  pidgeon "  feather  also  is 
much  too  coarse  in  texture  for  this  exquisite 
little  fly. 

In  the  second  list  comes  "  the  Little  Pale  Blue," 
which  "  comes  on  about  the  same  time  as  the 
Whirling  Blue  (Aug.  10  or  12),  and  continues  on 
to  the  latter  end  of  September.  As  it  swims  down 
the  water  its  wings  stand  upright  on  its  back  ;  it 
has  a  forked  tail  and  the  colour  of  its  wings.  It  is 
a  neat,  curious  little  fly,  and  what  the  graylings 
are  very  fond  of.  It  is  to  be  fished  with  from 
about  ten  in  the  morning  till  three  in  the  after- 
noon, and  generally  affords  the  angler  great 
diversion."  (Oh,  it  does  1)  "  The  wings  are  made 
from  a  feather  from  the  sea-swallow ;  the  body  is 
made  of  the  lightest  blue  fur  you  can  get,  mixed 
with  a  very  little,  yellow  mohair,  with  a  fine  pale 
blue  hackle  wrapped  over  the  body." 

Bowlker,  whose  book  ran  into  a  series  of  editions 
dating  from  1758  to  1839,  and  even  later,  gives  the 
following  dressing:—"  The  wings  are  made  of  a 
feather  from  the  wing  of  a  sea-swallow  ;  the  body 
of  very  pale  blue  fur  mixed  with  yellow  mohair, 
and  a  pale  blue  hackle  for  legs ;  the  hook,  No.  9. 
This  fly  is  excellent  for  grayling  fishing,  and  may 
be  used  from  ten  in  the  morning  till  dark." 

Apparently  Bowlker  had  discovered  that  there  is 
an  evening  rise  of  it,  but  his  dressing  is  identical 
with  the  second  Best. 

G.  C.  Bainbridge  (1816)  gives  us  the  following 
dressing  : — "  The  body  is  made  of  marten's  yellow 
fur,  with  a  little  mouse's  f ui-  mixed  with  it ;  the 
wings  of  the  mallard  feather,  dyed  a  very  pale 
yellow,  or  with  a  pale  ginger  cock's  hackle." 

Ronald's  dressing  (1836)  is  the  same  as 
Bowlker's,  but  he  gives  dotterel  as  an  alternative  to 
sea-swallow.  He  adds  : — "  The  metamorphosis  of 
this  fly  has  very  transparent  wings.  It  is  too 
delicate  to  be  imitated."  This  is  apparently  not 
the  opinion  of  many  writers  both  before  and  after 
him,  for  the  books  contain  many  attempts  at  the 
imitation. 

In  Shipley  and  Fitzgibbon  (a  Derbyshire  book  of 
1838)  we  find  a  Little  Pale  Blue  dressed  thus  : — 
"  Body  of  a  minute  portion  of  pale  blue  fur  from 
the  water-rat  "  (mysterious  men  1),  "  mixed  with  a 
little  fine  fur  of  any  sort  dyed  yellow.  Legs,  a 
very  pale  blue  hackle.  Wings,  a  young  starling 
feather.  To  be  dressed  very  delicately  with  fine 
pale  yellow  silk." 

Arundo  (1849),  a  very  intelligent  angler  of  a 
humble  class,  calls  the  insect  "  The  Pale  Blue  or 
Willow  Fly,"  though  he  recognises  it  as  an 
ephemerid,  and  dresses  it  thus  : — 

''Hook,  No.  1.  Wing  from  the  sea-swallow; 
silk,  pale  straw  or  brimstone  colour ;  hackle  very 
light  pale  blue  hen ;  a  little  water-rat's  fur  for 
dubbing." 

Hofland  (1849)  has  nothing  to  tell  us  about  the 
%• 

Pulman  (1851)  is  one  of  those  who  omits  the  fly, 
and  merely  attempts  the  Spinner. 

Theakston,  writing  in  1853,  calls  it  the  "  Pale 
Blue  Drake,"  and  describes  the  imitation  of  the 
sub-imago  briefly  as  "Hackled  with  a  light  blue 
dun  feather  from  the  tern,  and  light  ashy  blue  silk 
for  body." 

Jackson  (1854)  gives  the  following  "Light  Olive 
Bloa,"  No.  55  : — "  Wings  :  Inside  of  dotterel's 
wing,  or  smaller  quill  of  seagull.  Bodij  :  Pale 
French  white  silk.  Legs  and  Tail :  Pale  blue 
hackle. 

As  to  this  Walbran,  in  a  note  on  the  Pale  Blue 
Drake  in  his  1883  edition  of  Theakston,  says : — 
"  Jackson  also  gives  it  in  September  as  the  '  Light 
Olive  Bloa,'  but  I  cannot  understand  why  he  styles 
it  '  olive,'  as  his  dressing  is  essentially  similar  to 
the  author's. 

^  Perhaps  the   explanation   is   to   be  found  in 


Jackson's  note  to  the  fly  :  "  About  this  time  there 
is  another  light  bloa.  Wing  of  the  same  feather  ; 
body  yellow  silk ;  legs  yellow  hackle ;  tail  two 
strands  of  same." 

Walbran  adds  : — "  I  have  never  found  it  a  very 
killing  fly,  being  too  delicate  to  imitate  effectively." 
That  he  modified  this  opinion  will  be  seen  presently. 

In  1861  came  "  Wade's  Halcyon,"  with  its  innum- 
erable patterns.  No.  135  is  "  The  Little  Pale  Blue 
Fly.  Wings  :  The  lightest  blue  feather  of  the  sea- 
swallow.  Body :  Bluest  part  of  the  fur  of  a  fox, 
mixed  with  a  very  little  mohair,  ribbed  with  straw- 
coloured  silk,  and  forked  with  two  hairs  from  a 
light-coloured  squirrel's  tail.  Hook  :  No.  0  or  1." 
Then,  somewhat  incomprehensibly,  our  author 
proceeds  :  "  For  the  body  I  prefer  pale  blue  silk 
ribbed  with  yellow,  fur  being  too  heavy." 

Curiously  enough  Francis  Francis  (1867)  says 
nothing  whatever  about  this  fly,  though  he  had  a 
a  vast  experience  of  many  rivers.  He  has,  however, 
among  his  flies  of  May  a  Pale  Evening  Dun,  which 
may  be  suspected  of  being  out  of  place.  It  is 
dressed  thus : — "Body :  A  dirty  yellowish  buff  ribbed 
with  light  lemon  silk.  Hackle :  Honey  dun.  Tail : 
Two  whisks  of  the  same.  Wings :  Light  starling 
lightly  dipped  in  onion  dye." 

Foster's  "  Scientific  Angler"  gives  the  dressing 
thus : — "  (Little  Pale  Blue.)  Body :  A  small  portion 
of  pale  blue  fur,  mixed  with  a  little  yellow  mohair, 
spun  upon  pale  yellow  or  primrose-coloured  silk. 
Wings  from  the  quill  feather,  or  from  the  small 
feathers  upon  the  knob  of  the  wing  of  the  sea- 
swallow,  a  pair  of  the  latter  to  be  used  back  to 
back.    Legs  :  A  pale  dun  hackle." 

Pritt,  in  his  North  Country  flies,  does  not 
get  beyond  July,  but  he  gives — "  No.  89.  Sea 
Swallow. — Hook  :  0.  Wings  :  From  a  very  light 
feather  from  the  outside  of  a  sea-swallow's  wing. 
Body :  White  silk.  Legs :  Fibres  from  the  wing 
feathers."  The  white  silk  body  would,  of  course, 
darken  very  much  when  wet. 

In  his  "British  Angler"  (1889)  Walbran  professes 
to  give  Ronald's  pattern  of  the  fly,  but  he  describes 
it  thus  : — "  Pale  Blue  Dun. — Body  :  Pale  ginger 
mohair  mixed  with  pale  blue  fur.  Legs:  Lemon- 
coloured  hackle.  Tail :  Two  whisks  of  the  same. 
Wings  horn  the  sea-swallow.    Hook  :' 0." 

The  Poult  Bloa  is  a  well-known'  Yorkshire  fly, 
which  Pritt  gives  as  No.  37  in  his  list.  There  it  is 
dressed  with  yellow  silk  body  and  a  hackle  from 
under  the  wing  of  a  young  grouse. 

Of  this  Walbran  says  in  "  Grayling  and  How  to 
Catch  Them"  (1895): — "As  soon  as  the  weather 
becomes  cold  the  fly  has  a  rusty  hue,"  and  he  gives 
a  variant  of  the  body  thus  : — "  Yellow  silk  dubbed 
with  red  fur  from  a  squirrel."  And  later  on  he 
gives  a  winged  pattern,  which  he  calls  the  Pale 
Autumn  Dun.  "Body:  Pale  yellow  silk  dubbed 
with  rust-coloured  squirrel's  fur.  Legs  :  Pale  honey 
dun.  Wings  :  The  slaty-blue  feather  from  a  tern's 
wing,  well  set  up."  Of  this  he  says  : — "I  believe 
it  is  the  very  best  that  can  be  used  for  grayling 
when  they  are  taking  the  tiny  autumn  duns  on  the 
surface,"  and  he  claims  the  invention  of  the  pattern 
in  1888  after  many  experiments. 

Curiously  enough  Halford,  in  "  Floating  Flies  " 
(1887),  gives  no  imitation  of  the  fly  except  the 
Little  Marryat,  dressed  thus  : — Wings  :  Palest 
starling.  Body :  Fur  from  flank  of  Australian 
opossum.  Hackle  and  wliisk  :  Pale  buff  Cochin 
cock.  Hook  :  00  or  000  ;  and  perhaps  the  Indian 
Yellow.  The  opossum  fur  should  have  a  distinct 
tinge  of  ruddiness  or  buff  in  it.  Since  that  date 
the  Quill  Marryat  has  been  added  to  the  list  of 
standards.  It  is  practically  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
amateur  to  make  it  with  certainty,  and  no  one 
dresses  it  lilte  G.  Holland,  of  Winchester.  It 
probably  represents  the  spinner. 

The  above  statement  of  dressings  does  not  pretend 
to  be  exhaustive,  but  the  aim  has  been  to  state  the 
work  of  representative  men,  and  to  leave  out  as  far 
as  possible  the  mere  copyists. 

*  *  *  *  » 

From  the  Border  to  Bosnia  the  Little  Pale  Blue 
has  proved  itself  the  same,  the  despair  of  the 
dresser,  until  this  year  when  on  a  German  river 
it  was  my  fortune  to  attempt,  without  reference  to 
any  books,  to  reproduce  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran's 
1888  pattern.  The  result  was  thus  : — Wing  : 
Small  pale  gull  (no  sea-swallow  in  stock).  Body: 
Pale  yellow  silk  dubbed  loosely  with  hare's  poll 
and  ribbed  closely  with  coarse  primrose  silk  un- 
waxed.    Legs  :  Pale  blue  hackle. 

The  effect  was  that  the  fur  pushed  up  between 
the  ribs,  and  when  the  fly  was  wet  spread  the 


brown  dubliing  over  the  yellow  silk  in  a  soft  film, 
which  wonderfully  imitated  the  natural  fly.  ]''ished 
wet  or  dry  this  fly  proved  excellent  for  trout,  and 
practically  irresistible  for  grayling.  Trout  took  it 
when  the  fly  was  on,  but  grayling  which  lay  stonily 
at  the  bottom  would  come  up  for  it  when  there 
was  no  rise  of  fly  on.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  gull  or  tern  type  of  wing  is  the  right  one  for 
this  fly,  far  better  than  pigeon,  or  even  than  pale 
starling,  and  now  that  Mr.  Walbran  has  found  the 
right  type  of  body  for  the  pest  there  may  be  some 
hope  for  anglers  even  during  a  mad  rise  of  the 
Little  Pale  Blue.  Val  Co.nson. 


"THE  NATION'S  PICTUEES.' 


The  most  extraordinary  publication  at  the  price 
of  sevenpence  is  the  work  entitled  The  Nalion'a 
I'irturrs,  now  being  published  in  monthly  parts  by 
Messrs.  Cassell  &  Co. ,  Ltd.  In  a  handsome  wrapper 
we  get  four  pictures  in  colours,  size  six  and  three 
quarter  inches  by  ten  and  a  half  inches.  The 
pictures  are  mounted  by  one  edge  only  on  a  mount 
paper,  and  descriptive  text  is  given  on  white 
interleaves. 

But  the  great  feature  of  this  new  publication  is 
the  really  marvellous  colour  printing ;  nothing 
approaching  it  has  ever  been  done  at  the  price. 
One  of  the  best  that  have  appeared  so  far  is  the 
reproduction  from  the  painting  by  A.  T.  Nowell, 
entitled  "  The  Expulsion  from  Eden,"  in  the  Walker 
Art  Gallery,  Liverpool.  It  is  thus  described  in  the 
explanatory  note  : — • 

"  The  four  angels,  without  sense  of  force,  but  of 
Divine  firmness,  and  with  sorrow  on  their  stately 
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cotmtenances,  are  expelling  Adam  and  Eve  from 
the  pleasant  groves  and  tranquil  glens  of  the  Garden 
of  Eden."  The  fine  drawing  and  the  delicate  flesh 
tints  of  the  figures,  especially  of  Eve,  are  rendered 
in  a  manner  which  would  have  been  impossible 
except  for  the  wonderful  improvements  which  have 
lately  been  made  in  colour  photography. 

We  venture  to  make  a  suggestion  to  Messrs. 
Cassell  in  connection  with  this  work,  and  it  is 
that  as  often  as  possible  one  of  their  fom-  pictures 
should  be  of  a  sporting  scene — hunting,  shooting, 
fishing,  etc.  This  would  secure  additional  support 
from  a  very  large  public,  who  perhaps  would  not 
care  so  much  for  general  pictures.  In  a  few  cases 
reproductions  of  such  a  portrait  as  that  of  Izaak 
Walton  in  the  National  Gallery  might  be  given — 
it  never  has  been  well  reproduced  in  colour — we 
mean  the  fine  painting  by  Hysman,  which  would 
be  welcomed  by  the  angling  fraternity. 


Ltra  Pisoatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Kish,  Flies,  Fisliing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cotswold  Ists,  M.A.,  Aiitlior  of  "  Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  FHtld  aajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  haa 
wTitten  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  poetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Angler 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37  King  Street,  Covent  Oarden,  at  tba 
reduced  price  of  2i.  6d 
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PIKE  FISHING  IN  lEELAND 
MOKE  THAN  FIFTY  YEABS  AGO. 

Mr.  Pigott,  who  sends  this  letter  and  extract, 
also  sends  an  enormous  spoon  bait,  quite  five 
inches  in  length.  We  notice  that  the  triangles  are 
secured  by  means  of  steel  split-rings,  the  worst 
and  weakest  kind  of  attachment  possible,  as  rust 
gets  into  the  split  and  there  is  always  one  point  in 
the  ring  M  here  it  must  be  weak — that  is,  where  the 
two  ends  meet.  These  rings  should  be  soldered 
up,  or  the  triangles  attached  by  means  of  watch- 
spring  swivels  of  best  steel,  then  they  can  be 
replaced  or  changed  as  easily  as  with  the  split-ring, 
or  luore  so. 

Here  is  Mr.  Pigott's  letter : — 

"  Mountmellick,  Queen's  Co.,  Ireland. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  the  chapter  on  Pike 
Fishing  taken  from  O'Gorman's  '  Practice  of 
Angling  (Ireland),'  2  vols.  Should  you  not  have 
looked  through  this  work  and  would  care  to  do  so, 
it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  send  you  same.  I  spent 
my  pike-fishing  holiday  on  Lough  Derg  this  year, 
but  owing  to  sudden  rise  of  the  Shannon  just  after 
my  arrival  the  first  two  weeks  proved  nearly  a 
blank.  After  that  (October)  I  had  several  good 
fish,  one  (the  largest  this  season  to  my  boat)  25lb., 
several  171b.  and  181b.  I  brought  with  me  a  few 
trout,  goldfish,  fresh  herrings,  and  half-a-dozen 
gudgeon,  and  tried  them  on  Archer,  Crocodile,  and 
a  couple  of  other  well-known  spinners,  but  all  in 
vain.  In  this  lough  (this  year,  as  during  other 
seasons)  and  other  loughs  formerly  the  natural 
bait  was  a  failm-e — at  any  rate,  as  far  as  any  large 
pike  are  concerned.  My  most  successful  bait  has 
always  been  a  spoon — red  and  silver  on  concave, 
silver  and  gold  on  convex  side  ;  next  to  this  a  bar 
spoon  (large).  As  I  see  plenty  of  English  gentle- 
men fishing  for  pike  on  the  loughs  I  visit,  I  (and  I 
think  other  Irish  jack  fishers  also)  would  like  to 
know  if  above  is  an  all-round  experience.  The 
mountain  lakes  in  Donegal  are  the  only  waters 
where  I  ha\  e  found  the  natural  bait  a  success,  but 
the  fish  are  as  a  rule  poor  in  condition,  though 
frequently  up  to  201b.  in  weight.  To  any  pike- 
.ingler  who  comes  to  Ireland  I  can  thoroughly 
recommend  Lough  Derg,  with  its  three  fishing 
stations  of  Portumna,  Killaloe,  and  Dromineer,  the 
latter  half-way  down  the  lake  (fifteen  miles  from 
either  end),  with  comfortable  hotels,  telegraph 
office,  etc.,  although  not  like  the  foi-mer  towns; 
Dromineer  is  but  a  hamlet.  If  any  of  your  many 
readers  should  A-isit  this  country,  I  can  assure 
them  that  no  matter  what  bait  is  used  it  should 
always  be  on  a  very  large  scale.  I  send  you  a 
spoon  such  as  I  mentioned  above. — Yours  truly, 
"  RoBEET  Ed.  Pigott." 

The  following  chapter  on  Pike  Fishing  (taken 
from  O'Gorman's  "The  Practice  of  Angling,  1845) 
may  be  of  some  interest  to  those  readers  fond  of 
going  in  pursuit  of  the  fresh-water  shark.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  this  book  was  written 
in  Ireland,  where  Eso.c  lucius  is  found  at  his 
best : — 

'•  As  I  consider  it  perfectly  meritorious  to  destroy 
these  fierce  and  destructive  animals  in  every  prac- 
ticable way,  except  by  nets,  I  purpose  giving  the 
result  of  my  experience,  though  I  cannot  say  it  is 
a  kind  of  fishing  I  like.  If  you  fish  with  frogs, 
kill  them  ;  and  this  is  no  easy  matter,  as  you  must 
knock  them  often  against  a  stone  before  they  are 
(lead :  have  the  fear  of  Lord  Byron  before  your 
eyes,  and  don't  hold  the  frog  as  if  '  you  had  loved 
him,'  but  instantly  put  him  out  of  pain.  The 
small  trout,  the  roach,  the  salmon  fry,  a  small 
herring,  the  tail  of  an  eel  spangled  and  tinselled, 
are  excellent ;  so  is  a  small  jack,  and  sometimes  a 
good-sized  one ;  so  is  a  goldfinch,  a  swallow,  or 
yellow-hammer.  My  method  of  putting  up  a  hy, 
or  small  trout,  or  roach,  is  to  have  the  hook  come 
out  in  the  middle  of  its  side  with  a  curve  in  the  tail 
to  spin.  The  head  (when  I  was  intent  on  real 
destruction)  I  fastened  with  another  hook  let  slip 
down  on  the  wire,  or  gimp,  with  a  very  small  loop 
well  armed,  and  this  latter  hook  came  out  through 
the  back  part  of  the  head.  I  have  often  taken 
more  pike,  and  even  trout,  ■with  the  iipper  hook 
than  the  lower,  for  fish  of  prey  generally  make  at 
the  head.  David  Buike's  method  of  catching  pike 
<was  curious  :  lie  fished  with  a  double  hook,  without 
Bwivel — put  his  chain  through  the  fish's  mouth  and 
drew  it  ont  at  the  navel — tied  the  chain  about  the 
tail,  Pud  left  the  double  hook  projecting  through  the 
mouth  of  the  trout,  or  fry,  or  frog.   In  this  way  the 


bait  was  dragged  tail  foremost ;  but  he  did  not  care, 
and  laughed  at  any  other  method,  and  he  always 
killed  a  great  number  of  pike,  and  sometimes  an 
odd  salmon  or  so.  Ho  left  the  bait  a  very  short 
time  to  any  fish,  and  generally  had  him  well 
hooked.  This  should  seem  an  unnatural  method, 
but  it  is  a  sure  one.  They  are  very  whimsical  fish, 
and  the  kind  of  bait  must  be  frequently  changed. 
I  have  often  shot  a  pretty  small  bird  for  a  bait,  and 
killed  large  pike  with  it  when  they  would  not  look 
at  trout  or  roach.  A  good-sized  pike  fly  is  often 
very  good.  The  largest  pike  I  ever  killed  was 
321b.  weight ;  he  had  a  trout  of  41b.  entire  in  his 
maw,  which  he  must  have  taken  just  before  he  had 
made  at  a  small  roach  which  I  had  on  a  single 
brass  wire;  and  it  must  have  been  from  sheer 
wantonness,  or  sport,  that  he  seized  it ;  he  was 
only  three  feet  four  inches  in  length,  but  as  thick 
as  a  salmon.  Colonel  E.  G.  Hare  was  astonished 
at  him.  Both  of  us  guessed  him  at  401b.,  but  he 
only  weighed  321b.  A  pike  which  I  had  hold  of  on 
Lough  Tedane,  and  lost  (he  having  swallowed  the 
chain  and  cut  the  line),  was  afterwards  found 
dead  and  unsound,  and  the  man  who  found  him, 
and  gave  me  back  the  hook,  declared  that  he 
measured  five  feet  eight  inches,  and  was  thick 
in  proportion.  "Whether  he  told  the  truth  or 
not  I  can't  say.  I  have  already  given  an  .in- 
stance of  the  rapacity  of  a  pike  in  laying  hold  of 
a  trout  of  more  than  61b.  weight,  which  the  late 
Master  of  the  Bolls,  Sir  M.  O'Loghlen,  had  on  a 
cross-line  ;  but  this  was  a  trifle  to  what  I  witnessed 
on  Dromore.  A  large  pike  was  hooked  and  nearly 
exhausted,  when  he  was  suddenly  seized  and 
carried  to  the  bottom.  Every  effort  was  made  for 
nearly  half  an  hour  to  bring  this  enormous  fish 
to  some  shore  (where  we  might  perhaps  have 
induced  him  to  tal-e  a  large  roach),  but  to  no 
purpose ;  when,  finding  our  efforts  unavailing,  we 
succeeded  at  last  by  making  a  noise  WJth  the 
oars  and  pulling  at  the  line.  On  getting  up  the 
pike  we  had  been  playing,  it  was  all  torn  as  if  by  a 
large  dog  ;  and  this  pike  actually  weighed  seventeen, 
pounds  !  the  fish  which  held  him  so  long  must  have 
been  a  monster  indeed  !  The  best  time  for  catching 
these  rapacious  devils  is  the  mornuag,  and  if  hazy, 
with  little  wind,  so  much  the  better.  I  mean  on 
the  lakes :  for  pike-fishing,  a  river  without  a  boat 
is  slavish  and  disagreeable  work.  The  pike  of  Clare 
are  very  fine  ;  the  best  way  of  dressing  them  is  first 
to  boil,  and  let  cool ;  bone  them  quite  clear — stew 
them  afterwards  with  catsup,  butter,  a  little  red 
pepper,  and  a  blade  or  two  of  mace  ;  thus  dressed, 
they  prove  a  wholesome  and  safe  fish  to  eat."^ 

"  Beware  of  thrusting  your  fingers  between  the 
grinders  of  a  pike  ;  they  are  dreadful,  even  in  death, 
and  bite  desperately.  Have  by  you  a  short  sharp 
stick,  pointed  at  both  ends,  before  you  attempt  to 
take  out  the  hook.  I  always  hold  against  a  pike, 
and  strike  in  a  short  time.  As  to  bladders,  trimmers, 
fishing  with  baits  tied  to  the  legs  of  geese,  etc.,  of 
all  such  I  will  say  nothing.  I  am  for  the  rod  and 
the  sport." 


ONE  OF  THE  GOLDEN  DAYS. 


Belleville,  Ont. 

Editor,  American  Field :—"  John  is  here!" 
This  exclamation  gave  me  the  news  that  a  mutual 
friend  of  ours,  who  spends  a  month's  holiday  on  our 
Bay  of  Quinte  each  season,  had  just  arrived  from 
New  York.  So  we  made  our  plans  over  night,  and 
the  next  day,  a  fine  August  one,  not  too  warm  for 
pleasure,  finds  the  three  of  us  not  very  early  birds, 
as  bass  in  our  waters  do  not  seem  to  get  around 
early,  whether  worms  do  or  not.  So  it  is  after 
eight  o'clock  when  we  get  away  from  the  boathouse, 
as  supplies  of  bacon,  bread,  butter,  etc.,  are  taken 
along;  also  my  camping  outfit  in  a  tin  box,  con- 
taining plates,  cups,  tea  and  sugar,  cans  and  all 
little  extras  likely  to  come  in  handy.  As  we  are 
temperance  people,  lemons  are  the  only  requisite 
for  drinking  purposes  until  tea  can  be  made.  For 
bait,  a  good  box  of  grasshoppers  is  all  that  is 
needed,  as  I  have  plenty  of  flies  and  spoons  in  my 
tackle  box,  in  case  we  want  a  change. 

After  a  row  of  three  miles,  made  easy,  as  the 
wind  is  with  us,  we  strike  one  of  my  favourite 
spots  and  soon  begin  to  pull  in  good  rock  fish, 
weighing  -^Ib.  to  fib.  each,  and  very  gamy,  too; 

*  The  late  Doctor  Ed%\H)d  M'Gratli.  a  kind  and  most  ex- 
perienced phVPician,  an  fcxc«llent,  friend  and  an  aceompUshed 
orator,  (.-cnbideicd  pike,  eaten  frebh.  the  very  Ijett  pos.sible 
dtiscriptiyn  "i  tish,  and  tjie  ujftst  to  eat, 


but  as  soon  as  we  get  enough  for  dinner  we  move 
on,  and  on  the  next  ground,  almost  before  the 
anchor  is  down,  John,  who  is  in  the  stern  of  the 
boat,  gets  a  strike  that  bends  his  steel  rod  nearly  I 
double.    The  bass  gets  into  the  air  several  times  ' 
on  him,  but  after  a  ten  minutes'  fight  I  get  the 
fish  into  the  landing-net  and  just  then  get  one  on 
myself,  which  I  lose.    But  there  are  plenty  more, 
and  by  eleven  o'clock  we  have  talien  ten  bass 
weighing  from  lib.  to  3;|lb.  apiece,  and  several 
small  ones — less  than  ten  inches  in  length — have 
been  put  back.  j 
So  dinner  is  the  word  passed  and  ashore  we  go,  j 
and  while  I  clean  fish.  Doc  peels  potatoes  and  John 
builds  a  fireplace  of  flat  stones,  with  room  for  pot, 
kettle  and  frying  pan.    A  swim  of  a  few  minutes 
puts  a  final  edge  on  our  appetites,  and  the  way  we 
polish  off  bacon  and  fish,  washed  down  with  plenty 
of  strong,  hot  tea,  would  make  a  graven  image 
hungry.    Then,  after  washing  up,  a  rest  and  a 
smoke  of  an  hour  or  so,  we  cross  to  the  other  side 
and  try  various  spots,  but  without  much  luck,  till 
about  4  o'clock,  when,  just  as  we  have  decided  to 
go  ashore  for  another  swim  and  our  supper,  the 
bass  begin  to  bite,  and  by  5  o'clock  we  get  sixteen, 
all  good  ones.    Then,  much  against  the  grain,  we 
quit  and  get  another  great  meal,  cleaning  all  our 
fish  after,  and  as  it  is  full  moon  we  have  a  fine  trip 
home,  arriving  before  10  o'clock  with  everybody 
happy  and  lots  of  fish  for  ourselves  and  several 
friends. 

We  three  have  had  many  good  days  together, 
though  none  stays  in  our  memories  as  well  as  this 
one,  when  from  start  to  finish  everything  ran  well. 
I  may  at  some  future  time  write  of  days  when  we 
were  wrecked,  forgot  our  grub,  struck  a  wasp's 
nest,  had  a  bull  charge  us  just  as  dinner  was  ready, 
and  others  that  now  we  can  look  back  and  laugh 
at,  but  seemed  at  the  time  serious  matters  to  us. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  look  on  Canada  as' 
frozen  up  all  the  year  round,  I  may  say  I  had  some 
nice  days  down  on  our  bay  in  April  and  also  as  late 
as  Nov.  15 — days  that  you  could  sit  without  a  coat 
and  fish  all  day  without  discomfort,  and  far  more 
enjoyable  than  the  hot  days  of  summer,  though 
we  never  feel  the  heat  on  the  water  very  much, 
especially  if  bass  are  biting  well.  A  •22-calibre 
rifle,  carried  on  a  trip  like  this,  is  a  good  source  of 
sport,  provided  you  only  shoot  at  targets,  and  know 
where  every  shot  goes  ;  but  if  reckless  firing  is  done 
or  birds  are  shot  at,  it  might  better  be  atl  the  | 
bottom  of  the  bay  (whore  one  of  mine  is). — 
Quinte  in  American  Field. 


ENNIS  NA  SHIA,  OK  THE  FAIKY'S 
ISLAND  ON  LOUGH  MELVIN.* 


Method  of  Roasting  Salmon — Description  of 
THE  Lake — Its  Fish — The  Salmo  ferox,  or 
Black  Trout— The  White  Trout — The  Gil- 
LAROO,  OR  Yellow  Trout — The  Red  Trout,  oe 
Char — The  Brown  Trout — The  Par,  or  Jenkin 
— The   Perch — The  Fresh- water  Herring — 
The  several  Haunts   of  these  Fish — The 
Course  of  the  Salmon  through  Lakes — Their 
Partiality  foe  their  Own  Rivers — Difficulty 
OF  MAKING  Lough  Melvin  a  Fishing  Station 
— The  Miss— Friday — The  Reason  why  it  is 
Distasteful  to  Fairies — Dinner  on  the  Island 
— Legend  of  the  Fairy  Bridge. 
Ennis  na  Shia,  or  the  Fairy's  Island,  is  a 
beautiful  little  wild  spot,  not  far  from  the  centre 
of  the  lake,  and  commanding  a  very  complete 
panorama  of  it.    It   is  sufficiently  rocky  to  be 
picturesque,   and  well  fringed   with  that  most 
beautiful  of   shrubs  the  sweet-scented  myrica,  or 
golden  willow.    Neither  rocks  nor  shrubs  stand 
so  thick  but  that  the  tired  fisherman  may  find  in 
it  many  little  spots  of  dry,  mossy  turf,  soft  as  a 
down  bed,  and  as  inviting  to  repose. 

It  was  on  one  of  these  openings  that  the  party  was 
assembled,  the  boats  being  safely  moored  in  a  little 
bay.  Against  one  of  the  rocks  the  men  had  already 
kindled  a  fire  of  dry  arbutus  and  myrica  branches, 
of  which  Pat  Gallagher  and  Paddy  iMooshlan  were 
bringing  fresh  bundles  ;  while  Johnny  M  Gowan, 
who  had  great  skill  in  such  matters,  was  preparing 
the  black  trout  for  roasting.  It  was  already  cut 
into  fids  of  five  or  six  inches  in  length,  which  were 
spread  out  on  arbutus  skewers,  and  fixed  upright 
on  square  pieces  of  turf.    These,  when  the  fire 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legendsand  its  Ely  Fishing," 
a  delightful  and  scai'le  work.— CD.,  i'.tf. 
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had  burnt  into  embers,  were  ranged  around  it  and 
occasionally  turned,  being  continually  sprinkled 
with  salt  and  moistened  with  water. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fishermen  were  dispersed 
about  the  little  glade,  reclining  in  various  attitudes 
of  repose  on  the  soft  turf,  and  leisurely  contem 
plating  the  beautiful  scene. 

Pew  people  who  travel  in  Ireland  are  fully  aware 
of  its  beauties,  for  in  good  truth  they  are  not  to  be 
seen  by  travelling  along  the  high  road ;  they  lie  hid 
on  the  shores  of  the  lakes  and  the  banks  of  the 
rivers  ;  they  must  be  sought  for  on  foot,  or  dis 
covered  by  accident. 

Lough  Melvin  is  situated  at  the  northern  ter- 
mmation  of  the  Slieve  Ghie,  or  Mountams  of  the 
Wind,  which  give  their  name  to  the  whole  county 
of  Shgo.    Though  inferior  in  beauty  to  Lough 
Gilly,  at  the  southern  boundary  of  the  range,  and 
perhaps  also  to  some  of  the  little  wild  mountain 
lakes  which  are  concealed  in  its  secluded  valleys. 
It  IS  still  very  beautiful ;  but  as  a  fishing  station  it 
exceeds  them  all.    It  is  full  of  islands  and  sandy 
shoals,  the  edges  of  which  are  excellent  breeding 
grounds  for  every  description  of  trout,  to  which  the 
weeds  (its  only  drawback  in  a  fishing  point  of  view) 
afford  effectual  shelter.    The  great  charm  of  its 
fishing  IS  the  variety  of  its  fish— you  never  know 
what  you  are  to  catch  next.    There  is  the  salmon 
Its  follower,  the  white  trout,  from  the  sea ;  there 
IS  the  black  trout,  or  Sahno  ferox,  which  sometimes 
attains  a  larger  size  than  the  salmon  itself.  These 
fish,  unless  under  41b.  in  weight,  are  seldom  caught 
with  a  fly ;  they  lie  at  the  bottom,  close  by  the 
edge  of  the  weeds,  and  take  the  trolling-bait  greedily 
enough  when  it  comes  across  them  ;  but  as  they 
generally  lie  in  the  deeps  it  is  not  very  often  that 
the  fisherman  has  the  patience  to  search  them  out. 
They  are  the  very  ugliest  of  the  trout  species,  with 
a  lean,  hungry  appearance,  always  looking  out  of 
season,  and  by  their  long  teeth  and  sharp  projecting 
jaws  seem  to  bear  a  strong  affinity  to  the  pike. 

In  complete  contrast  to  this  is 'the  yellow  trout 
or  gillaroo— as  beautiful  as  the  other  is  ugly ;  it  is 
the  very  picture  of  what  a  trout  ought  to  be— short 
round,  compact,  small-headed,  and  weighing  heavy 
for  Its  size.  It  takes  the  fly  well  and  readily,  and 
is  seldom  caught  in  any  other  manner. 

But  the  beauty  of  the  lake  is  the  red  trout,  or 
char,  though  it  never  grows  to  any  size,  and  is  so 
shy  a  fish,  and  so  retiring  in  its  habits,  that  it 
seldom  furnishes  sport  of  any  kind  to  the  fisherman. 
It  frequents  the  deepest  and  stillest  waters,  and  may 
be  caught  with  a  live  minnow  or  loach  on  a  small 
hook,  and  a  line  heavily  leaded,  if  any  one  likes  to 
fish  m  such  a  manner.  The  red  trout  is,  however, 
by  far  the  best  eating  of  all  the  lake  breed. 

The  common  trout  is  here  known  by  the  name 
of  the  brown  trout,  a  name  which  is  probably  a 
corruption  from  burn  or  brool;;  trout,  though  it 
must  be  confessed  it  does  look  brown  when  lying 
side  by  side  with  the  yellow  gillaroo  or  the  crimson 
char. 

Besides  these  there  is  of  course  the  mysterious  par, 
which  frequents  every  salmon  river  and  lake  in  the 
world,  and  which  always  has  been  a  complete  puzzle 
to  naturalists,  who  have  never  been  able  satisfac 
torUy  to  make  out  its  connection  with  the  salmon 
its  local  name  in  these  waters  is  jenkin. 

There  are  plenty  of  perch  for  those  who  like  to 
catch  them ;  and.  indeed,  there  seldom  happens  a 
day  s  cross-line  fishing  without  a  plentiful  take  of 
these  beautiful  little  fish,  from  their  rising  at  flies 
that  were  never  meant  for  them. 

One  fish  there  is  for  which  no  bait  has  ever  yet 
been  discovered:  it  is  called  in  the  country  the 
fresh-water  herring,  and  is  probably  closely  allied 
to  the  gwinead,  if,  indeed,  it  is  not  a  variety  of  that 
very  identical  fish.  It  roams  about  the  lake  in  lar^e 
shoals,  -Showing  itself  occasionally  at  the  surface, 
and  rismg,  or  rather  sporting,  in  a  tumultuous 
manner,  so  as  to  deceive  the  young  hand  into  the 
Idea  of  a  preternatural  rise  of  trout ;  but  for  all 
that  it  takes  no  more  notice  of  the  flies  cast  amon<^ 
them  than  it  does  of  the  straws  and  leaves  that 
float  on  the  surface.  It  is  generally  caught  by  a 
flue,  set  between  the  openings  of  the  weeds,  and 
occasionally  by  the  sean,  wherever  there  is  a  sandy 
bay  to  haul  it  in.  It  is  very  plentiful,  and  at  par- 
ticular seasons  forms  an  article  of  consumption  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

For  the  trout,  the  gillaroo,  and  the  jenkin,  the 
northern  shore  affords  the  best  throws :  the  lake 
there  is  more  clear  of  weeds,  and  the  bottom  more 
sandy.  An  experienced  eye  will  easily  detect  the 
likely  places  by  tbe  appiearance  of  the  shore  in  any 


lake;  but  the  motions  of  the  salmon  and  white 
trout  are  governed  by  laws  of  their  own,  the  prin- 
cpb  of  which  is  not  yet  discovered.  They  have 
t)  e  r  regular  roads  through  the  lake,  from  which 
tJ  e/  seldom  deviate,  and  so,  no  doubt,  they  have 
at  sea;  and  though  these  roads  as  just  as  well 
known  and  just  as  clearly  defined  as  the  course  of 
an  Indiaman  through  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  yet  they 
are  just  as  (apparently)  capricious. 

It  has  been  said  that  every  salmon  that  passes 
safely  through  the  perils  of  a  sea  voyage  returns 
not  only  to  its  own  river  but  to  the  very  brook 
in  which  it  was  first  spawned,  and  that,  too,  by  the 
very  road  by  which  its  ancestors  travelled  to  reach 
the  sea.  Much  of  this  is,  of  course,  mere  conjecture, 
but  there  are  many  interesting  experiments  which 
make  it  probable. 

No  amount  of  general  knowledge  or  piscatorial 
talent  will  determine  what  this  road  is  through  any 
lake.  When  found  it  is  found  for  ever,  for  year 
after  year  it  is  the  same  ;  but  no  safe  general  rules 
can  be  given  for  finding  it.  It  is  by  no  means 
necessarily  the  shortest  line  between  the  outlets 
of  the  lakes  and  the  mouths  of  their  mountain 
tributaries.  The  fish,  doubtless,  have  some  reason 
for  passing  to  the  right  of  a  particular  rock  or 
clump  of  weeds  rather  than  to  the  left,  for  nothing 
relatmg  to  instinct  is  attributable  to  caprice  ;  but 
what  that  reason  is  is  subject  to  no  general  laws 
that  we  know  of. 

The  fisherman  who  comes  to  a  strange  lake  had 
better,  if  he  can,  consult  the  frequenters  of  it. 
Local  information  is  the  best,  if  it  is  to  be  had ; 
but  if  that  fail  him  his  best  plan  is  this  :  let  him 
judge,  by  the  geological  formation  of  the  shores, 
where  the  Ime  of  deep  water  runs  ;  that  is  to  say, 
what  would  be  the  bottom  of  the  valley  if  there 
were  no  water  in  it :  for  the  chances  are  that  the 
fash  will  generally  prefer  this  course,  particularly 
as  it  must  lead  eventually  to  the  mouth  of  the 
principal  tributary  river.  But  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  the  fish  will  rise  throughout  the  whole 
of  it,  because  they  will  not  rise  at  all  in  water 
beyond  a  certain  depth.  If  this  course  should  be 
interrupted  or  compressed  by  islands,  especially  if 
the  water  shoals  between  these  islands,  or,  better 
still,  between  a  range  of  islands  and  the  main  land, 
here  the  fish  will  lie  to  rest. 

The  fisherman  should  try  these  places,  in  the 
first  instance,  with  the  cross-line  or  otter,  looking 
out  carefully  for  a  rise.  There  is  so  much  difference 
between  the  rise  of  a  trout  and  of  a  salmon  that  it 
IS  hardly  possible  for  him  so  be  deceived.  When- 
ever he  sees  one  he  should  take  the  bearings  of  the 
place  accurately  with  his  pocket-compass,  and  note 
it  in  his  fly-book ;  for  salmon  seldom  lie  singly, 
and  always  rest  in  the  same  places.  This,  indeed^ 
IS  the  principal  use  of  the  otter  ;  it  sweeps  a  large 
surface  of  the  lake  at  once,  and  exhibits  a  great 
variety  of  flies  :  but  when  the  locality  of  the  fish 
and  the  class  of  fly  is  once  determined,  no  one  who 
can  procure  a  boat  would  use  the  otter  by  choice, 
unless  he  were  a  very  young  fisherman  indeed. 

Besides  the  regular  run  of  the  salmon  there  are, 
m  every  lake  frequented  by  them,  a  certain  number 
of  what  are  called  lost  fish,  which  may  be  found 
anywhere  where  trout  rise,  and  whose  solitary  rises 
frequently  deceive  the  explorer.  The  chance  of 
hooking  a  salmon  among  the  trout  adds  greatly 
to  the  hvelmess  of  the  fishing,  even  though  such 
an  event  does  not  occur  three  times  in  the  season  • 
and  for  that  reason  every  trout-fisher  on  a  salmon 
lake  should  have  stout  tackle,  plenty  of  reel-line 
and,  if  he  use  cross-lines,  should  mix  with  his  trout 
flies  a  certain  number  of  sober-coloured  salmon  flies 
with  mallard  wings,  especially  as,  in  a  strong  ripple 
the  large  trout  will  prefer  these  to  anything  that 
can  be  offered  to  them. 

In  Lough  Melvin  the  outlet  is  at  the  western 
extremity,  and  from  that  the  salmon-course  lies 
along  the  southern  shore,  and  close  to  it.  It  is 
interrupted  from  time  to  time  by  weeds,  and  some 
spots  are  more  favourable  than  others,  but  salmon 
are  to  be  caught  all  along  the  first  four  miles  of  it 
The  best  part  is  opposite  to  the  Grove  Island,  after 
which  it  crosses  the  lake  in  a  north-eastern  direc- 
tion, and  at  the  eastern  end ;  though  fish  are  to  be 
found  on  both  spheres,  that  part  where  our  party 
began  will  best  repay  the  fisherman. 

The  Bridge  is  not  a  salmon  throw,  and  that  fish 
which  had  so  nearly  caused  an  explosion  between 
the  Scholar  and  the  Squire  was,  in  all  probability 
a  "  lost  fish  "  in  more  senses  of  the  word  than  one! 

The  Lough  Melvin  salmon  are  the  uglipct  of 
their  race ;  they  seem  to  be  crossed  with  the  black 


Jl°"*"r  and  pike-liko ;  they  weigh  for 

their  length  not  two-thirds  the  weight  of  aa  Erne 
fish.  It  is  remarkable  that  though  their  river,  the 
JJundraos,  falls  into  the  same  estuary  as  the  Erne, 
and  though  the  mouths  of  the  two  rivers  are  not 
three  miles  apart,  yet  it  never  happens  that  an 
Erne  fish  is  seen  in  the  Bundraos,  and  very  seldom 
that  a  Bundraos  fish  is  seen  in  the  Erne.  Now  and 
then  a  stranger  may  find  his  way  there,  and  the 
most  inexperienced  eye  will  detect  him  at  once 
among  hundreds;  but  this  will  probably  be  a 
"lost  fish." 

There  is,  with  all  their  ugliness,  one  property  in 
the  Bundraos  fish  which  is  very  profitable  to  the 
owners  of  the  weirs.  Though  th«y  are  at  no  time 
plentiful,  yet  they  are  in  season  for  eleven  months 
out  of  the  twelve  ;  while  the  Erne  fish  are  in  season 
for  scarcely  more  than  three.  Tnis  is  said  to  be  a 
peculiar  blessing  conferred  on  the  lake  by  St. 
Columba  of  the  Churches  as  a  reward  to  the  open 
hand  and  charitablo  heart  of  the  then  pjssessor  of 
the  fishery,  and  certainly  if  the  lake  ever  was 
blessed  it  h-is  not  yet  forfeited  its  blessing. 

"  Somewhat  over  ten  dozen  of  fish,  without 
counting  these  rascally  perch,"  said  the  Scholar. 
"  Not  a  bad  catch  considering  that  we  had  set  this 
down  as  a  blank  day." 

"  I  never  set  it  down  for  a  blank  day,"  said  the 
Parson.  "I  knew  we  had  always  this  lake  in 
reserve,  and  it  is  a  very  good  thing  to  have  this 
reserve  to  fall  back  upon.  The  best  of  rivers,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  are  few  rivers 
better  than  the  Erne,  but  the  very  best  of  rivers 
will  sometimes  be  out  of  order,  and  then  these  lakes 
come  in  for  an  odd  day." 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  are  few  lakes 
better  than  this,"  said  the  Captain.  "  Verily,  St. 
Columba  is  a  powerful  saint." 

"  Very  few,  take  it  altogether.  There  are  better 
trout,  and  more  of  them,  in  the  Mullingar  lakes 
and  at  Inchiquin,  and  in  several  other  places,  but 
not  the  variety.  It  increases  the  interest  wonder- 
fully when  you  are  never  certain  but  that  the  next 
rise  may  be  from  a  small  whale." 

'•  I  do  not  question  the  power  of  the  saint,"  said 
the  Squure;  "but  I  thmk  that  there  are  some 
earthly  second  causes  which  co-operate  with  his 
blessing." 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  Parson,  "  and  the  principal  of 
these  is  inaccessibility  of  the  place.  Naturally, 
this  lake  is  in  no  way  superior  to  Lough  Gilly '; 
give  it  a  county  town  at  one  end  as  big  as  Sli^o' 
and  a  large  trading  village  at  the  other  like  Droina^ 
haive,  and  it  would  soon  lose  its  character  as  a 
fishing  lake." 

"  I  suspect  that  half-a-dozen  days  of  the  Squire's 
cross-lines  would  be  followed  by  a  sensible  difference 
in  the  weight  of  our  baskets,"  said  the  Captain. 

"  That  is  the  secret,"  said  the  Parson.  "  No 
party  can  make  it  a  regular  fishing-station  so  as  to 
scare  the  fish,  or  accustom  them  to  the  sight  of 
flies  ;  few  are  hardy  enough  to  brave  the  discomforts 
of  Garrison,  though  the  inn  there— and  I  speak  from 
experience— is  infinitely  better  than  it  looks ;  and 
Kinlooh,  at  the  western  end,  though  most  beautiful 
to  look  at,  is  much  worse  off  for  accommodation." 

"  Why  not  fish  it  from  Belleek  ? "  said  the 
Scholar. 

"First,  there  is  the  superior  attraction  of  the 
Erne,"  said  the  Captain;  "no  one  would  fish  a 
lake  when  he  could  fish  a  river.  But,  under  any 
circumstances,  it  would  never  answer  to  sleep  five 
miles  from  your  fishing,  especially  in  this  changeable 
climate,  with  cars  to  order  and  boats  to  look  after, 
and  no  possibility  of  examining  the  state  of  the 
water  tiU  you  have  fairly  engaged  yourself  for  the 
day." 

"I  once  had  thoughts  of  fishing  it  from  Bun- 
doran,"  added  he,  after  a  pause.  "  Bundoran  lies 
much  nearer  to  it  than  Belleek  ;  not  above  two 
miles  from  its  western  end,  and  not  half-a-mile 
from  the  Bundraos  :  but  I  was  fakly  disgusted  with 
the  place." 

"  Why,  they  call  it  the  Irish  Brighton,"  said  the 
Parson. 

Well,  it  is  very  like  Brighton  in  some  things," 
said  the  Captain ;  "  its  dust,  its  wind,  the  bareness 
of  its  country,  and  its  dearness.  I  do  not  know 
anything  else  in  which  it  rivals  Brighton  ;  and  in  its 
dirt  and  discomfort  it  is  unrivaUed." 

(To  be  continued.) 


American  Books.— A  Catalf>(nie  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  of  literature  can  he  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Maratoo 
and  Co..  jLliDit«d,  St.  Duiutan's  fiuuse,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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THAMES  PRESERVATION  LEAGUE. 

AIMS  AND  OBJECTS. 


The  Thames  has  been  for  many  years  one  of  the 
m'  st  popular  of  the  nation's  pleasure  resorts,  and  its 
Value  for  recreative  purposes  has  been  greatly  enhanced 
by  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  metropolis  and  the 
growth  of  the  riparian  towns. 

The  proximity  of  the  river  to  London,  the  convenient 
means  of  access  to  its  most  picturesque  reaches,  and 
the  variety  of  the  attractions  it  offers — boating,  fishing, 
swimming,  the  study  of  natural  history,  botany,  subjects 
for  the  artist,  delightful  riverside  strolls,  etc. — bring 
every  year  an  increasing  number  to  its  banks. 

By  reason  of  its  importance  as  a  means  of  communi- 
cation with  the  Midland  Counties,  and  on  account  of 
its  valuable  water-power  and  fisheries,  the  river  has 
from  the  earliest  times  given  rise  to  much  controversy 
and  legislation. 

The  interest  of  the  nation  in  the  Thames  was 
recognised  as  long  ago  as  the  reign  of  King  John  in 
Magna  Charta,  by  which  the  Mayor  and  Corporation 
of  London  were  appointed  its  Conservators  from  Staines 
to  Yantlet  Creek.  Since  that  time  many  Acts  of 
Parliament  have  been  passed  with  respect  to  the 
navigation  of  the  river.  These  acts  confirmed,  and  in 
some  instances  created,  public  rights  and  privileges 
which,  unfortunately,  have  often  been  defied  by  persons 
anxious  to  extend  theiir  own  interests  at  the  expense 
of  the  community. 

The  present  Board  of  Conservators  for  the  river  has 
done  much  to  improve  the  Thames  as  a  highway,  but 
although  they  possess  considerable  powers  which  may 
be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  there  are  many 
matters  closely  affecting  the  public  enjoyment  which 
do  not  seem  to  have  come  within  the  sphere  of  their 
work.  It  is  therefore  obvious  that  the  Conservators 
can  receive  valuable  aid  from  a  body  directly  represent- 
ing the  more  general  public  interests  in  the  river. 

For  some  time  past  the  principal  open  space,  right 
of  way,  natural  history,  resthetic,  antiquarian,  and 
historic  societies,  together  with  various  rowing, 
swimming,  and  fishing  clubs,  have  repeatedly  had 
their  attention  called  to  cases  in  which  their  respective 
interests  with  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the  amenities 
of  the  river  as  a  pleasure  resort,  or  its  utility  as  a 
thoroughfare,  were  in  jeopardy. 

It  has  been  frequently  found  that  these  cases  could 
not  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  by  any  one  organisation, 
and  it  therefore  became  evident  that  there  was  room 
for  a  special  society  which  would  confine  itself  to  the 
care  of  the  Thames. 

After  conferences  between  representatives  of  the 
several  associations  referred  to,  delegates  from  riparian 
towns  and  various  members  of  the  public,  the  Thames 
Preservation  League  was  formed. 

The  present  objects  of  the  league,  which  is  entirely 
non-political,  are  generally  the  preservation  for  the 
public  enjoyment,  and  the  protection  from  unnecessary 
disfigurement,  of  the  Thames,  and,  so  far  as  possible, 
of  its  tributaries,  with  all  backwaters,  towpaths,  bridges, 
ferries,  landing  places,  old  buildings,  and  all  that  tends 
to  maintain  the  beauty  and  interest  of  the  river,  and 
in  particular : — 

(1)  The  protection  of  all  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed 
by  the  public  in  connection  with  the  river,  and 
the  furtherance  of  the  public  interests  therein. 

(2)  The  acquisition  of  suitable  access  to  the  river, 
and  of  suitable  lands  in  or  near  the  river,  for 
landing,  camping,  bathing,  picnicking,  and  gener 
ally  for  purposes  of  public  recreation,  and  other- 
wise for  the  better  enjoyment  of  the  river  and  the 
preservation  of  its  natural  features. 

(8)  The  preservation  of  the  native  flora  and  fauna 
of  the  river. 

(4)  The  consideration,  with  a  view  to  the  prevention 
of  the  disfigurement  of  the  river,  of  all  proposals 
for  bridges  and  other  works  affecting  the  Thames. 

(5)  The  prevention  of  river  pollution,  and  the  restraint 
of  such  abuses  of  advertising  as  may  be  generally 
considered  serious  impairments  of  the  beauty  or 
dignity  of  the  river  scenery. 

Where  possible  the  league  will  assist  local  authorities 
to  provide  riverside  walks,  and  to  obtain  suitable  places 
at  which  pleasure  parties  can  land  for  picnic,  camping 
out,  and  other  purposes. 

Among  other  societies  which  combined  to  form  the 
league  are  the  Commons  and  Footpaths  Preservation 
Society,  the  Kent  and  Surrey  Committee  of  the 
Commons  and  Footpaths  Preservation  Society,  the 
National  Trust  for  Places  of  Historic  Interest  or 
Natural  Beauty,  the  Kyrle  Society,  the  Metropolitan 
Public  Gardens  Association,  the  Selborne  Society,  the 
Society  for  Checking  the  Abuses  of  Public  Advertising, 
the  Berks,  South  Oxon,  and  North  Hants  Foutpaths 
and  Open  Spaces  Society,  the  Middlesex,  Herts,  and 
Bucks  Committtee  of  the  Commons  Preservation 
Sgciety. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  objects  of  the  league  are 
such  as  not  to  be  in  any  way  antagonistic  either  to 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  the  various  local  governing 
bodies  who  control  its  banks,  or  to  the  riparian  owners 
$t  is  the  desire  of  the  league  tg  work  in  harmojgy  with  all 


If  the  society  is  to  render  useful  service  to  the 
public  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  largely  supported 
by  those  who  are  interested  in  the  protection  of  the 
Thames  from  the  vulgarising  changes  to  which  it  has 
too  often  been  subjected  in  the  past,  and  from  any 
further  invasions  of  public  rights  in  order  that  it  may 
be  preserved  as  a  place  of  recreation  and  enjoyment. 

It  will  be  a  prominent  object  of  the  league  to 
endeavour  to  educate  public  opinion  in  the  direction 
of  preserving  the  scenery  of  the  Thames.  While  it  is 
impossible  to  hope  that  any  considerable  stretch  of  its 
banks  can  be  saved  from  the  hands  of  the  speculative 
builder,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  some 
exceptionally  beautiful  parts  of  the  river  may  be 
reserved  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public  for  ever. 

The  league  desires  to  obtain  the  assistance  of  local 
committees  and  local  correspondents  on  whom  the 
council  may  rely  for  the  collection  and  transmission 
of  information  with  respect  to  local  questions  coming 
within  their  scope. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  may  be  of  any  amount, 
and  funds  are  urgently  needed  for  the  continuance  of 
the  work.  It  is  requested  that  cheques  and  postal 
orders  be  made  x^ayable  to  the  order  of  the  Thames 
Preservation  League,  crossed  "  Barclay  &  Co.,"  and 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  League,  at  1,  Great 
College-street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

[One  of  the  hon.  sees,  of  this  useful  society  is  Mr. 
Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  who  has  given  such  valuable 
assistance  over  the  recent  fishery  rights  case  at 
Maidenhead. — Ed.] 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OP  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 


There  was  a  good  attendance  of  delegates  at  the 
monthly  meeting  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  last,,  an^ 
many  of  the  leading  gocieties  were  represented.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf  (president)  occupied  the  chair.    Mr.  W. 
H.  Elsmore  (vice-president)  was  prevented  attending, 
having  an  engagement    at   Nottingham  the  same 
evening,  but  sent  a  kindly  greeting,  wishing  pros- 
perity to  the  association,  and  Christmas  happiness 
to  the  delegates.    The  Tunbridge  Wells  anglers  wrote 
thanking  the  association  for  their  enrolment,  and 
minor  correspondence  followed.    An  important  com- 
munication from  the  general  manager  of  the  South- 
Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  Companies,  acceding 
to    the    request    of    the    Association    for  further 
concessions,  isarticulars  of  which  were  given  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week.     An  additional  list 
of  new  fares  on  the  Great  Western  Railway  to  come 
into  force  on  Jan.  1,  1902,  from  Southall,  Uxbridge, 
and  West  Drayton,  was  also  named.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
gave  an  interesting  report  of  the  recent  work  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  urging  all  clubs 
and  anglers  to  give  it  increased   support  in  the 
coming  year  ;  Mr.  C.  Watling  (visiting  officer)  reported 
highly  successful  and  enjoyable  visits  to  the  Ber- 
mondsey   Brothers    and    the    Blackfriars  Angling 
Societies,  which  were  attended  by  twenty-three  and 
twenty-four  clubs  respectively,  and  the  visit  to  the 
Oollingwood  Society  on  Monday  (Dec.  9)  promises  to 
be  of  great  interest,  and  is  equally  deserving  of  support. 
Attention  was  drawn  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's  competition,  which  takes  place  under  the 
auspices  of  the  society  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  15,  Mr. 
Wade  urging  delegates  to  obtain  all  possible  support  from 
their  clubs  ;  additional  prizes  were  announced  from  the 
Merry  Anglers,  Peckham  Brothers,  Battersea  Friendly, 
Friendship,  United  Brothers,  Stockwell  and  Blackfriars 
Societies,  with  good  prospect  of  many  more  to  follow. 
The  case  of  Palmer  v.  Andrews  came  under  notice, 
and  the  committee  having  carefully  and  anxiously 
considered  the  matter  in  all  its  bearings  so  far  as  the 
facts  are  known  to  them,  reported  that  they  were  fully 
in  accord  with  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Thames 
Defence  Fund  committee,  that  it  was  not  advisable  to 
proceed  further  with  the  defence,  and  this  view  the 
delegates  equally  adopted,  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
being  unanimously  carried,  and  all  clubs  enrolled  with 
the  association  requested  to  abide  by  it,  as  will,  no 
doubt,  be  done.    The  committee  further  reported  a 
letter  from  the  Thames  Preservation  League,  sug- 
gesting a  conference  on  Thames  questions,  both 
associations  being  invited  to  send  delegates,  which 
invitation  it  was  recommended  be  accepted,  and  Messrs. 
C.  A.   Medcalf  (president).  Dr.  F.  W.  Spurgin,  T. 
Crumplen,  P.  A.  Pitch,  and  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary) 
were  appointed  to  attend  on  behalf  of  the  association. 
The  president  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  meeting  was 
favoured  with  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Chubb 
(Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Preservation  League),  who  in 
response  to  a  general  wish  of  the  delegates  gave  a  brief 
but  lucid  outline  of  his  connection  with  the  Committee 
for  the  defence  of  Andrews.    Mr.  Chubb  said  that 
whilst  the  case  was  sub  judice  it  would  not  be  right  to 
do  more  than  give  a  few  facts  as  to  the  way  the  Tbames 
and  its  fisheries  were  governed  in  a  general  sense, 
and  in  the  course  of  an  eloquent  and  practical 
address    much  valuable  historical  information  was'' 
:  imparted.   Dealing  with  the  varied  cJonditions  under 


which  fisheries  are  held  and  claims  arise,  ho  thought 
it  was  possible  an  Act  of  Parliament  would  be  the  true 
solution  of  their  difficulties.  The  rights  of  owners, 
when  established,  must  undoubtedly  be  respected,  and 
compensation  given  where  needful,  but  the  Thames 
must  be  made  free  throughout  its  course  for  purposes 
of  recreation  and  pleasure,  and  the  angler  enjoy  his 
sport  without  interruption.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Fitch,  Mr.  W.  Fosbrooke,  and  other  delegates  took 
part  in  the  short  discussion  following,  Mr.  Crumplen 
reminding  them  of  the  good  work  the  association  had 
done  in  bygone  years  for  the  freedom  of  the  Thames  to 
anglers,  and  the  protection  of  their  rights  in  that  and 
other  rivers,  sometimes  fighting  the  battle  alone.  The 
association  has  always  been  in  favour  of  the  course 
now  likely  to  be  adopted,  and  if  the  Fishing  in  Rivers 
Bill  drafted  by  the  late  hon.  counsel  (Dr.  Dove) 
was  not  quite  what  all  approved  of,  it  was  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  would  not  be  without  its  effect. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  also  referred  to  the  work  of  the 
association,  which  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  doing 
anything  of  service  to  anglers,  and  was  sure  they 
would  heartily  co-operate  with  Mr.  Chubb  and  his 
Committee  in  their  endeavour  to  secure  throufi;hout 
the  freedom  of  the  Thames,  and  other  rivers  might 
possibly  follow.  The  meeting  closed  with  an  enthusi- 
astic vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Lawrence  Chubb,  and  also 
to  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (President),  who  in  reply  wished 
the  delegates  a  very  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy 
and  prosperous  New  Year. — W.  J.  Wade,  Secretary. 


GREENWICH  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  supper  fished  for  between  our  members  and  the 
United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  and  won  by  our 
members,  took  place  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  London-streetj 
Greenwich,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  27,  when  thirty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper 
provi^ed^by  our  liost,  Mr.  P.  Neary.  In  the  unavoid- 
able absence  of  our  president,  Mr.  Dowsett,  Mr.  T.  J. 
Church  took  the  chair.  Letters  of  apology  were 
received  from  several  members,  and  also  a  wire  from 
Mr.  J.  Wade,  stating  that  he  would  look  in  later  on. 
After  the  loyal  toasts,  the  chairman  gave  the  toast  of 
the  "United  Brothers  Angling  Society,"  which  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and  was  replied  to  by  Mr, 
Drage,  their  chairman.  Mr.  Drage  then  proposed  the 
toast  of  the  "Greenwich  Angling  Society,"  and  pre- 
sented the  shield,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Mackrell,  the 
host  of  the  Druid's  Head,  Church-street,  Deptford.  The 
shield,  which  is  of  polished  English  oak  with  silver 
plates  for  the  names  of  the  competitors,  has  in  the 
centre  a  raised  silver  casting  of  anglers  by  a  river  side, 
and  is  given  for  the  best  of  three  matches,  of  which 
each  club  has  won  one.  The  musical  arrangements 
were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Walter  Hengler,  who 
was  assisted  by  Mr.  Harry  Burns,  the  artists  being 
Messrs.  Gurney  Russell,  Fred  Hastings,  F.  G.  Read, 
and  Walter  Lombarto  (solo  concertina),  and  Mr. 
Walter  Taylor  at  the  piano.  The  songs  and  recitations 
were  excellent,  and  the  toast  of  the  chairman  and 
"Auld  Lang  Syne"  brought  a  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close.  J- 


SCOTTISH  TROUT  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIA- 
TION (GLASGOW  DISTRICT). 

On  Monday  evening  (Dec.  2)  in  the  Alexandria 
Hotel,  Bath-street,  Glasgow,  a  public  meeting  and 
smoking  concert  under  the  auspices  of  the  Glasgow 
District  of  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association 
were  held.  Professor  John  Glaister,  president  of  the 
district,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
attendance  of  West  of  Scotland  anglers.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  the  chairman  submitted  a  resolution 
urging  upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  im- 
mediate legislation  in  the  direction  of  providing  a 
close  time  for  trout  in  Scotland— in  other  words,  the 
re-introduction  of  the  Bill  of  1901.  Mr.  Robertson 
seconded  the  resolution.  Mr.  Alexr.  Cross,  M.P., 
supporting  it,  read  a  letter  from  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell, 
M.P.,  which  stated  that  in  the  writer's  opinion  the 
case  for  a  close  time  for  trout  was  a  very  clear  one. 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
necessity  for  a  close  time  would  be  earnestly  pressed 
upon  the  Secretary  for  Scotland.  According  to  the 
law  in  Scotland  at  present,  which  was  unlike  the  law 
in  England  and  Ireland,  there  was  no  means  of 
protecting  .trout  while  in  the  act  of  spawning,  when, 
as  everybody  knew,  they  were  worthless  for  food  and 
equally  worthless  for  sport,  yet  were  during  that 
season  being  constantly  disturbed  by  the  booty-hunter. 
The  result  was  that  rivers  which  used  to  afford  famous 
sport  were  now  well-nigh  worthless.  With  regard  to 
the  first  Bill  introduced  into  Parliament  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  the  letter  went  on  to  say  :— "  Some 
people  professed  to  see  in  the  Bill  an  attempt  to 
extend  landlords'  rights,  but  the  questicia  seemed  to 
him  to  be  coming  to  this  -not  whether  landlords  were 
going  to  share  in  the  improved  fisttings,  but  whether 
eoon  there  would  be  any  fishings  left  to  improve." 
(Hear,  bear.)   la  concluding  his  remarks  Mr.  Crosa 
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pointed  out  that  the  Government  had  taken  up 
the  Bill,  and  what  now  was  wanted  was  that  they 
should  be  earnestly  importuned  to  make  it  an  Act  of 
Parliament.  There  was  nothing  very  _^issimilar 
between  trout  fisliing  interests  and  salmon  fishing 
interests,  and  what  he  advocated  was  that  there 
>ihould  be,  as  in  Ireland,  a  licence  charged,  which 
would  afford  a  fund  by  which  the  public  might  get  the 
means  to  protect  the  rivers  in  the  off  season.  He 
would,  indeed,  go  the  length  of  saying  that  all  rivers 
N^hould  be  put  under  a  Commission,  by  which  the 
fishings  should  be  managed  just  as,  for  instance, 
navigation  was  managed.  The  resolution  was  then 
put  to  the  meetiug  and  unanimously  adopted.  The 
concert  which  followed  was  heartily  enjoyed  by  the 
audience.  Hon  Reporter. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Kigh  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  1 55  min.  for  Kew. 

40   „     „  Putney.  i^rtJ^'S   ..     >.  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^"")80  ,,  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— If  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

„  ,     .  ^  Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec.  7    11.24    11  5° 

Sunday,          ,,  8    —   0  17 

Monday,         „  9    0.40    1  o 

Tuesday,          „  10    1.20    1.38 

Wednesday,     „  11    1.58    9 15 

Thursday,        „  12    2.32   i'.iS 

Friday,            ,,  13    3.  5    3.22 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames — General  Remarks.— The  present  con- 
dition of  the  Thames  is,  if  anything,  worse  than  last 
week.  The  water  is  too  bright  and  low,  and  con- 
sequently sport  has  been  poor  in  nearly  every  district. 
Roach  are  feeding  badly,  and  it  is  only  here  and 
there  that  an  occasional  decent  hag  has  been 
had.  Chub  fishing,  which  in  December  is  supposed 
to  be  fairly  good,  has  been  almost  out  of  the 
question.  There  is  no  depth  of  water  under  the 
boughs,  where  these  fish  are  usually  found,  and 
there  is  no  stream  to  force  the  fish  to  take  shelter 
near  the  banks.  It  really  looks  as  if  this  year  will 
end  in  being  one  of  the  most  disastrous  to  sport 
that  has  been  experienced  on  the  Thames.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  the  only  class  of  angling  which 
has  been  worth  trying.  But  even  this  has  been  most 
disappointing.  Some  good  fish  have  been  had  recently 
at  Henley — two  fish  going  over  131b.  each — but  in 
nearly  every  other  section  of  the  river  sport  has  been 
bad.  _  The  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  Pike  Com- 
petition was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Pope,  no  one  winning  the 
second  prize  ;  although  Mr.  F.  Sands,  at  Bell  Weir, 
caught  two  fish  larger  than  Mr.  Pope's,  he  did  not 
weigh  in. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  .  still  remains  in  a 

very  low  and  bad  condition  with  little  stream,  in  fact 
fishing  the  deeps  is  like  angling  in  a  pond  and  does  a 
lot  towards  killing  the  baits  through  the  constant 
casting  out,  but  with  all  these  drawbacks  the 
jack  have  fed  well  at  times  and  some  good 
fish  have  come  to  the  net.  The  best  take  was 
on  Nov.  28,  when  Mr.  J.  W.  Read  and  Mr. 
Fumival,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  at  Shiplake,  with 
three  rods  accounted  for  a  bag  weighing  upwards 
of  701b.,  best  fish  weighing  7^1b.,  there  being  nineteen 
fish  in  all.  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  was  the  take  of 
pike  which  appeared  in  the  Daily  Mail  of  Nov.  30,  as 
weighing  1001b.,  and  taken  with  two  rods  by  G.  Arlett 
at  Shiplake.  On  Nov.  29,  Mr.  G.  E.  Clements,  out 
with  the  above  professional,  nine  jack  weighing  381b., 
best  fish  8^1b.  On  the  same  date,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs, 
fishing  with  W.  Young,  took  three  nice  jack,  the 
largest  scaling  101b.  On  Nov.  30,  the  same  angler, 
out  with  J.  James,  took  a  brace  of  jack  weighing  41b. 
60Z.  and  61b.  5oz.  during  the  afternoon.  On  Dec.  1, 
Mr.  J.  White,  fishing  with  E.  Harvey,  took  a 
nice  pike  weighing  between  131b.  and  141b.  On 
the  same  date,  Mr.  G.  E.  Clements,  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett,  took  two  jack  weighing  6^1b.  and  8Jlb. ; 
local  anglers  took  a  number  of  jack  up  to  4^1b.  on  this 
date,  but  the  bankers  could  not  get  on  terms  with  the 
roach.  On  Dec.  2  Mr.  J.  W.  Read,  fishing  with 
Mr.  G.  Arlett,  took  ten  jack  weighing  nearly  40ib., 
best  fish  about  71b.  A  local  angler  accounted  for 
a  9Jlb.  and  a  4|lb.  jack  on  this  date.  On  Dec.  4 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  Mr.  W.  Vaughan  for 
two  hours  during  the  morning,  took  five  nice  jack, 
beat  fish  weighing  5|lb.  ;  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers,  fishing  a 
private  lake  within  a  hundred  miles  of  Henley  with 


the  "  General,"  has  had  a  good  take  of  pike,  the  best 
three  fish  weighing  respectively  271b.  CJoz  ,  IGlb.  14oz., 
and  'Jib.,  and  twelve  fish  weighing  between  .31b.  and 
61b.  each.  Live  baits  area  trouble  to  obtain  just  now, 
but  I  have  always  a  good  supply  on  hand.— Stanley 
Mead. 

Thames  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).— The  leaves 
are  now  all  off  the  trees,  and  the  river,  although  low 
for  the  time  of  year,  is  in  very  fair  order  for  gonei'al 
angling.  Pike  are  going  very  well  and  a  few  good 
ones  up  to  91b.  and  111b.  have  been  got  spinning  the 
natural  bait  and  also  the  "  Kill  Devil  Devon  "  minnow, 
one  gentleman  one  day  getting  six  and  another  day 
nine  en  the  latter  bait.  It  has  proved  very  deadly 
hereabouts.  Mr.  Gibbons  reports  me  a  pretty  catch 
of  jack  from  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal,  getting 
seven  and  a-half  brace  in  about  three  hours  spinning 
the  natural  bait.  All  kinds  of  fish  barring,  of  course, 
trout,  are  now  in  prime  condition,  roach  and  perch 
especially  so.  Some  fine  chub  and  tench  have  been 
got  in  this  district  up  to  31b.  each,  chiefly  with  lob- 
worm. The  otters  have  again  been  at  work,  and  a 
brace  of  fine  barbel  of  about  101b.  and  111b.  each  grace 
the  outer  walls  of  the  fishing  house  of  the  old  "  Trout  " 
at  St.  John's  bridge.  Several  anglers  from  London, 
Birmingham,  Bath,  Bristol,  and  Oxford  have  been 
fishing  the  St.  -Tohn's  Bridge,  Herts  Weir,  and  Radcot 
Bridge  and  Buscot  Waters,  and  have  been  out  chiefly 
after  jack  and  perch  ;  in  several  places  good  sport  has 
been  had,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  twenty-pounders 
as  yet.  An  effort  has  been  made  in  connection  with  a 
certain  lawsuit  to  free  the  Lechlade  waters,  which 
have  been  held  by  Mr.  Daniel  Bowyer  of  the  "  Trout  " 
under  lease  from  the  Lords  of  the  Manor  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years ;  but  the  sum  collected  was  very  small, 
and  many  objected  to  sign  a  petition  to  interfere  with 
an  old  gentleman  eighty  years  of  age.— The  Rambler. 

.          (Teddington  Weir).— One  day,  Mr.  Lucas, 

eight  dozen  dace,  three  barbel :  one  day,  Mr.  King  and 
son,  eleven  dozen  dace,  one  jack  (4§lb.) ;  one  day,  Mr. 
Parsons,  nine  dozen  dace ;  one  day,  Mr.  A.  Andrews, 
seven  barbel,  one  hooked  foul  (7|lb.).  The  water  is 
bright,  but  dace  and  roach  feeding  well,  also  a  few 
barbel.— W.  M.  C.  Beide. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— All  through 
the  week  we  have  had  lovely  spring  weather,  while  the 
stream  and  colour  of  the  water  has  been  conducive  to 
a  great  improvement  of  catches  of  all  coarse  fish, 
especially  roach  and  pike.  Those  who  have  devoted 
their  time  to  the  roach  have  had  them  with  yellow 
and  red  paste  up  to  IJlb.  each  ;  also  as  many  as  fifty 
fish  baits  to  a  rod  a  day.  Pike  have  been  running 
well,  three  to  six  fish  a  rod  up  to  41b.  each,  mostly 
had  midday.  The  river  now  seems  to  be  alive  with 
them  all  on  to  Upware.  Anglers  in  general  have  had 
a  good  week.  Live  baits  on  the  spot. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
high  tides  of  last  week  kept  the  water  back  to  such  an 
extent  that  in  many  places  the  low  lying  adjacent 
marshes  were  covered  with  water,  and  there  was  little 
or  no  stream.  Consequently,  although  the  river  is  in 
good  colour,  roach  were  not  much  on  the  feed,  but 
to-day  (Dec.  1)  they  showed  up  a  bit  in  the  afternoon, 
and  I  landed  a  couple  of  small  pike  on  the  Broad  and 
ran  two  or  three  others ;  the  best  fishing  was  a  few 
days  since,  when  a  number  of  decent  pike  were  killed 
on  Mr.  Ellis's  portion.  Some  capital  pike  have  been 
taken  on  private  and  semi-private  Broads  in  the 
Horning  and  Ran  worth  localities,  but  I  have  heard  no 
accounts  from  Barton.  Next  week  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  report  as  to  the  roach  fishing  in  the  Coltishall  and 
Buxton  Lamas  district  which  should  now  be  at  its 
best  ;  as  weeds  have  rotted  down,  water  is  the  right 
colour,  and  above  Horstead  Mill  (the  first  on  the  river, 
going  up)  there  is  nearly  always  a  good  steady  current, 
which  is  particularly  essential  to  reaching  in  these 
waters.  The  weather  is  somewhat  dull,  but  not  at  all 
cold  ;  wind  W.  to  S.  W.,  moderately  strong.  Paste  is 
best  for  roach  at  this  time  of  year.  For  piking,  single 
salmon-gut  casts  down  to  the  gimp  of  the  snap  tackle 
will  be  found  to  kill  most  fish,  as  they  are  much  shyer 
than  formerly,  and  live  bait  is  far  the  surest  method, 
taking  care  the  baits  are  not  too  large.  Prospects  for 
all  round  angling,  very  fair. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  season  in  the  Camel  and 
Fowey  ended  on  Nov.  30,  and  a  worse  November  or  a 
poorer  season  for  salmon  it  is  difficult  to  remember. 
The  rivers  have  been  dead  lovr  and  clear  right  up  to 
the  last  day.  On  Monday  a  salmon  of  201b.  was  taken 
at  Dunmere  on  the  Camel,  and  another  of  121b.  at 
Tresarrett.  But  what  other  captures  there  were  were 
confined  to  spent  or  river-marked  peal,  and  what  the 
locals  call  •'  truS." — Bodmin. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Nothing  of  special 
interest  this  week,  as  the  water  is  still  very  clear,  and 
until  the  last  two  days  the  cold  winds  have  frustiated 
all  efforts  to  capture  either  pike,  perch,  or  roach.  The 
latter  end  of  last  week  some  pike  were  taken  in 
the  Exeter  Canal  ranging  from  4lb.  to  71b.  between  the 
Lime  Kilns  and  Topsham  by  some  of  our  town  fisher- 
men. In  the  Tiverton  and  Burlei-combe  Canal  some 
pike  have  been  taken  —  the  best  fish,  9^1b.,  ntar 
Halburton.    I  tried  there  yesterday  and  to-day,  but 


only  had  two  small  pike,  the  water  being  more  than  a 
foot  lower  than  its  normal  condition  and  a  quantity  of 
floating  weed  in  evidence.— i{i;D  Palmkh. 
Pen  District  (South  Lines,  and  Cambs,)-  The 

drains  show  a  great  improvement  in  all  respects 
for  the  fisherman,  save  perhaps  the  banks  are  very 
slippery  and  dangerou=.  Those  who  seek  after 
roach  report  improved  baskets  of  fine  fish,  whilst 
pike  fishers  have  had  more  success  among  the 
heavier  fish.  Captures  up  to  Olb.  or  71b.  have 
been  made  on  the  Welland  about  Deeping  and  at 
other  points  up  the  river  tow  irds  Northafnpton>hire. 
Those  who  have  gone  down  the  Forty-foot  to  Switicf- 
head,  Hubbcrt's  Bridge,  &c  ,  have  betn  rewarded,  ani 
have  done  better  than  subscribers  to  the  nii'ldle 
reaches.  A  few  other  caiitures  are  noticed  on  the 
other  pike  drains.  Eels  liave  also  been  taken  with 
lobworm  bait. — Limpf.t. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— The  floods  have 
worked  wonders  in  clearing  the  river  of  flannel  wted, 
and  most  of  last  week  patrons  of  the  North  Notts 
streams  were  successful.  What  is  called  stretting  the 
line  is  in  many  places  the  favourite  method,  but  many 
have  been  successful  by  what  is  called  the  swimmirg 
method.  In  this  way  many  roach,  dace,  and  chub  have 
been  landed.  Pike  have  also  been  attracted  by  live  bait. 
Like  improvements  are  noted  on  the  Ryton,  including 
captures  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  the  latter  affording 
capital  sport.  Dace  are  reported  to  be  showing  signs 
of  unusually  early  spawning.  Fishing  prospects  a  e 
promising  well. — L. 

Lea. — During  the  past  week  a  good  manj'  anglers 
have  visited  this  river  and  its  tributaries,  but  on 
account  of  the  water  being  very  much  out  of  condition 
indifferent  sport  generally  continues  to  be  reported. 
The  roach  have  been  right  off  the  feed,  but  in  the 
clear  water  some  very  handsome  specimens  have  been 
seen.  Many  of  the  fish  have  been  well  over  lib. 
Pike  and  perch  appear  to  have  been  rewarding 
anglers  best,  but  no  heavy  pike  are  notified 
captured.  The  Broadwater  at  St.  Margarets 
has  yielded  a  good  number  of  these  fish,  also 
perch  up  to  lib.,  and  some  good  perch  have  been 
captured  in  the  Cheshunt  district,  and  roach  up  to  lib. 
There  is  not  enough  stream  for  successful  chubbing 
operations  up  the  Lea  yet  this  winter.  Heavy  rain, 
which  is  much  required,  would  no  doubt  produce  a 
flush,  send  some  of  the  weeds  about  their  business,  and 
put  colour  into  the  river. — L. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters).— Fishing,  here  during  the  past 
week  slow,  few  anglers  out.  Most  who  were  out  were 
successful  with  the  pike,  with  catches  of  three  or  four 
fish,  mostly  running  about  31b.  each  in  weight.  The 
best  catch  (one  rod)  was  six  pike,  largest  fish  .51b. — 
P.  W.  G. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  jack  and  roach  fishing.  A  gentleman 
from  Cambridge  caught  about  GOlb.  of  pike  in  two 
days.  Mr.  Burt  and  Mr.  Hardy  (London  anglers) 
caught  401b.  of  pike  one  day  and  301b.  another.  'There 
are  some  very  large  pike  about.  Boats  and  baits  can 
be  obtained  on  application  at  the  Ram  Hotel. — A. 

ROLPH. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  continue  to  run  rather  low  and  clear, 
but  are  in  fair  order  for  grayling  fishing.  A  few  more 
inches  of  water  would  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  river 
and  would  improve  sport.  But  angling  has  been  fairly 
brisk  of  late,  the  weather  having  changed  tine,  and 
appears  settled  ;  the  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
feed  and  rise  well  between  11  and  3  at  the  fly,  and 
some  very  nice  lots  have  been  landed,  and  with 
fine  weather  the  prospects  for  sport  in  both  rivers 
are  good.    The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear.— Gwyxse. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsiand). — 
Rivers  continue  clear  and  in  capital  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  For  several  days  past  the  weather  has  been 
more  like  April  tban  December.  During  the  middle 
of  the  day — say  from  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m. — fl»h  have  been 
rising  pretty  freeh',  more  particularly  considering  the 
advanced  season.  Best  flies  have  been  Mid  Blue,  Red 
Tag,  and  Green  Insect ;  also  useful — Willows,  Autumn 
Hare  s  Ear,  and  Iron  Blue.  Grayling  are  taking  sink 
and  draw  baits  more  freely,  also  swimming  worm  and 
maggot.  At  present  the  prospects  for  sport  in  the 
coming  week  are  extremely  good. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  water  has  been  in 
capital  condition  for  angling  this  week :  many  have 
had  a  turn  at  pike  fishing,  and  results  have  been  good. 
The  best  catches  of  which  I  have  heard  during  this 
week  are  of  Mr.  Steward,  of  Peterborough,  who 
captured,  at  Oimdle,  six  very  nice  pike,  weifjhiug 
altogether  between  401b.  and  501b.,  the  largest  9i5lb., 
and  Mr.  Ellington,  who  caught  in  the  liver  at  Peter- 
borough, near  the  Town  Bridge,  fourteen  pike  weighing 
nearly  50lb.,  largest  about  71b.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).—  Sport  has  been  excep- 
tionally good  all  the  wees,  jack  having  been  well  on 
the  feed.  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Schuize  (Loudon),  took 
close  on  801b.  of  jack  in  two  days'  outing,  largest 
101b.  The  Rev.  H.  Lucas,  on  Monday,  also  got  nine 
nice  fish.  The  water  is  clear  but  that  does  not  seem 
to  matter  much,  and  roach  were  a  more  successful 
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bait  than  dace.  Most  of  the  fish  were  caught  in  the 
deep  pool  jast  below  the  ferry  (the  Branch  Pool). 
Weeds  are  not  all  gone  yet,  but  what  remain  are  quite 
dead  and  give  to  the  tackle  easily. — A.  Scaed. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  iliianymy 
nech) — We  are  at  present,  as  far  as  angling  is  con- 
cerned, again  in  the  seventh  heaven  of  delight  as  the 
weather  is  really  magnificeiit,  more  like  April  than 
December.  The  rivtrs,  too,  are  in  the  best  possible 
condition  for  the  time  of  year,  and  anglers 
ard  now  enjoying  really  good  sp  rt  with  all 
kinds  of  fish  found  in  these  rivers.  On  Saturda) 
last  one  well-known  old  local  angler  had  from  the 
Tanat  a  very  nice  basket  of  splennid  grayling, 
and  might  have  captured  some  more  finer  fish,  but 
owing  to  defective  tackle,  a  very  common  cause  of 
complaint  but  quite  true  in  this  instance,  he  lost 
several  good  fish.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  hear  on  all 
sides  that  grayling  are  this  season  much  more  numerous 
in  the  streams  in  this  vicinity  than  was  ever  known 
in  previous  years. — Vybnwy. 

Stour  (Biires,  Suffolk).— Water  still  clear  as 
ever  and  very  little  stream  running.  Roach  are,  how- 
ever, feeding  better,  several  bags  up  to  201b  in  weight 
having  been  made ;  one  angler  had  five  fish  in  his 
catch  over  lib.,  largest  lib.  lOoz.  Nothing  has  been 
done  amongst  the  jack,  only  a  few  small  ones  having 
been  taken.  Gentles  or  paste  the  best  lure  for  roach. 
— W.  T.  Bainbhidge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cliicliester  Canal.— The 
weather  is  exceptionally  mild.  Rain  holds  aloof,  and 
rivers  are  far  too  clear  for  sport  among  roach. 
Bottom  weeds  and  leaves  cover  the  river  bed,  and 
until  we  have  a  good  flood  nothing  but  pike  and 
perch  are  worth  trying  for.  Among  a  few  pike 
taken  from  the  Ouse  Mr.  Shaw  recently  captured 
a  71b.  fit-h  at  I>field,  and  a  brace  of  pike  from 
the  Fletching  district  weighed  5Jlb.  and  4ib,  respec- 
tively. A  pike  of  4Jib.  from  the  Henfield  portion  of 
the  Adur  is  all  that  has  come  under  my  notice,  while 
from  the  Cuckmere  reports  are  nil.  Several  visitors 
have  patronised  the  Canal  at  Chichester.  Pike  up  to 
51b.  have  been  taken  with  live  gorge  on  bank-runners, 
and  perch  of  2Jlb.  by  spinning  with  artificial  minnow. 
Even  baits  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Swims  cleared  one  day  are  foul  the  next,  and  there  is 
scarcely  a  bit  of  clear  bottom  to  be  found.  So  it  will 
remain  until  we  get  hard  frosts  or  a  heavy  downpour, 
— Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  beautiful  and  fine, 
in  every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and 
there  has  been  a  good  few  rods  out  this  week.  The 
fish  have  been  well  on  the  move,  and  have  sported 
well  from  eleven  to  three  at  the  fiy,  and  sport  has 
been  good.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Tag,  Whirling 
Blue,  Green  Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Orange  Tag, 
Hare's  Ear,  and  IronBlue.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
tried  by  a  few,  who  have  used  maggot  and  worm,  and 
some  nice  lots  of  coarse  fish  have  been  landed.  Pike 
are  moving  well  and  sport  should  be  good  with  live 
bait  in  the  deep  water.  Fishing  on  Saturda,y  (Nov.  30) 
with  Red  Tag  and  Green  Insect,  an  angler  took  eight 
nice  grayling  in  good  condition.  With  fly,  on  Monday 
(Dec.  2),  below  Ludford,  some  nice  sized  grayling  were 
landed.  Sport  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  (Dec.  3 
and  4)  faiily  good.  The  prospects  for  sport  in  this 
part  are  now  good,  and  if  the  weather  holds  good  lots 
of  grayling  will  be  landed.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  a  few 
fish  taken  in  them  of  late  with  fly. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).—  In  this  part  the  Teme  is  now 

running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fly  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  nne,  in  all 
ways  suitable  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  fish  have 
been  more  on  the  feed  of  late  and  have  been  taking 
fly  well.  A  fair  namber  of  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week,  and  have  used  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Hare's 
Ear,  Silver  Dun,  Willow  and  Whirling  Blue  with 
success,  and  some  nice  sized  fish  have  been  landed. 
The  prospects  for  sport  in  this  part  are  now  good,  and 
if  ihe  weather  holds  good  lots  of  grayling  will  be 
landed. — Worcester. 

Welland  (Market  Deeping'). — Pike-fishing  here 
still  provides  good  >port,  as  on  Thursday,  Nov.  28, 
Mr  Buyden  captured  seven  very  nice  ones,  and  there 
were  also  catches  by  Mr.  Charity  and  Mr.  Fisher. — 
E.  A.  G. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon,  Middlesex). — The  prize, 
£1  Is.,  tor  the  largest  jack  taken  from  the  bank  in 
November  has  been  won  by  Mr.  S.  T  Coleman,  with 
lljlb.  jack,  caught  on  Nov.  30. — F.  Dixon. 

Wttham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
The  Witham  is  reported  to  be  recovering  from  the 
late  rains,  but  still  the  side  streams  are  getting  para- 
mount attention.  Prom  the  Sincil  Dyke,  Lincoln 
anglers  have  done  well,  and  perhaps,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Bain,  this  and  the  old  Barlings  River  have 
been  amjngsb  the  best  patronised.  It  is  always  the 
case  after  a  flush  of  flannel  weed  that  the  fi-h 
betake  themselves  to  these  side  waters,  and  at  such 
seasons  as  these  roach  may  be  noticed  in  great  shoals. 
Worm  fishers  have  accounted  for  specimen  roach  up 


to  IJlb.  each.  On  the  Bain  the  best  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  waters  above  Conningsby  Mill.  Those 
persons  who  have  during  the  week  made  the  Witham 
their  destination,  have  done  very  well  with  roach,  aiid 
brandling  worms  appear  to  have  had  the  preference. 
Doings  with  pike  have  not  been  very  lively. — Luci. 

Wye  aad  Oerwent  (Derbyshiro). — Ttie  weather 
and  water  have  been  favourable  for  angliny 
With  bait,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  week.  Boih  on  the  D.irle>dale  (lower  por- 
ti  n,  below  Darley  Bridge)  and  also  about  Matlock 
Bridge  several  nice  little  catches  of  from  one  to 
three  brace  have  been  obtained.  Mr.  W.  Evans, 
fishing  from  the  end  of  the  garden,  Rutland  Arms 
Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on  several  occasions  has  taken 
two  and  three  nice  grayling.  Also  the  'vVhatstandwell 
portion  of  the  Derwent  has  yielded  a  few  good  fish, 
mostly  with  bait,  as  fly-fishing  is  i^ractically  over  for 
this  season,  excexit  on  mild  and  bright  days,  when  the 
following  flies  will  he  useful :  Winter  and  Autumn 
Duns,  Needle  Fly,  Furnace  Fly,  Whirling  Dun,  and 
Grey  Palmer. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — Although  not  so  good  as  last  week, 
sport  in  the  Yore  continues  very  fine,  and  the  grayling 
rise  more  freely  to  the  fly  than  generally  is  the  case 
in  December  As  an  instance  of  the  remarkable 
open  character  of  the  weather  I  may  mention  the  fact 
that  I  saw  a  couple  of  grayling  rise  continuously  at  the 
Blue  Midge  as  late  as  a  quarter  to  four  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  but  of  course  the  best  time  to  fish  fly  is 
from  eleven  a.m.  to  two  o'clock  p.m.,  and  the  very  best 
flies  to  use  are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Blue  Hawk, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  and  small  Olive  Bloa.  If  the 
angler  fails  to  pick  up  a  brace  or  two  with  these  flies 
he  can  rest  assured  the  grayling  are  not  rising.  The 
Rev.  J.  Murphy  has  caught  some  good  dishes  in 
the  Danby  water,  his  beat  being  one  of  eighteen 
on  Nov.  30.  Since  then  he  and  I  have  had  to  content 
ourselves  with  from  three  to  four  brace  of  fish,  and  I 
don't  suppose  we  shall  improve  on  that  until  we  have 
another  freshet,  for  the  water  U})  in  our  district  is  as 
clear  as  crystal,  and  1  find  the  fish  have  fallen  back 
into  the  deepest  and  roughest  streams.  I  hear 
Messrs.  Mitchell,  Mason,  Grimshaw,  Culross,  and 
others  have  had  nice  sport  in  the  river  between 
Clifton  and  Ripon,  and  although  not  generally 
good,  a  few  nice  baskets  of  roach,  etc.,  have 
been  caught  with  the  little  red  worm  and  magg  't 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boroughbridge.  Very  few 
rods  have  been  out  up  the  Wharfe,  and  beyond 
a  few  brace  of  fish,  principally  caught  with  the 
cockspur  worm,  there  has  been  little  doing  between 
Appletreewick  and  Ilkley.  Mr.  Leach,  however, 
had  a  good  basket  below  the  latter  place. 
Very  few  rods  have  been  out  below  Harewood  Bridge, 
and  only  moderate  sport  has  been  met  with.  At 
Wetherby  a  few  "  jack  "  have  been  caught,  one  angler 
getting  seven  in  au  afternoon.  Fair  pike  fishing  can 
be  had  at  Rjther  arid  UUeskelf.  Now  the  river  is  in 
good  trim  it  is  worth  a  visit.  The  best  baits  are  the 
"Harrogate  Spinner,"  or  a  preserved  roach  fished 
on  Chapman  tackle.  Some  good  roach  have  been 
caught  in  the  Derwent  at  Jeddingham  and  School 
House.  Lower  down  some  decent  pike,  perch,  and 
rodch  fishing  has  been  met  with. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — The  rivers  are  some- 
what small  and  clear  for  this  season  of  the  year,  the 
anticipated  advent  of  winter  having  come  to  nothing 
as  yet.  The  spawning  season  is  about  over  on  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and  a  good  head  of  fioh  is 
reported  to  have  been  seen  working  on  the  redds.  On 
the  lower  spawning  grounds  the  later  fish  are  just  in 
the  thick  of  it.  On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Don 
more  spawning  fish  have  been  observed  than  has  been 
the  case  during  the  past  fourteen  years.  La-t  year 
there  were  a  goodly  number,  but  this  year  tw  ce  as 
many  are  said  to  be  forward.  Most  of  the  spring  nsh- 
iugs  are  now  well  let,  and  where  new  tenants  have 
taken  Dee  waters  the  rentals  have  been  considerably 
advanced. — G.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— 
The  salmon  angliog  on  Tweed  and  its  tributaiies 
closed  for  the  season  on  Saturday  (Nov.  30),  the  last 
few  days  being  favourable  as  regards  weather  and 
water.  The  total  results  of  the  season  do  not  com- 
pare favourably  with  those  of  last  year  owing  to  the 
brevity  of  the  actual  angling  season.  Over  all  the 
results  are  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  last  days  of 
the  season : — At  Boldside  Mrs.  S.  Davis  caught  two 


Gkaylinq  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
•Jelections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom.  AU  pattern, 
sent  out  are  proved  killers  by  J.  B.  Millej',  who  has  had  over 
thirty  years'  practical  experience.  Sample  dozen  Flies  (12 
patterns)  sent  on  receipt  of  2s.  Sample  Mounted  Fly  Cast  Is.  6ds 
Grayling  Worm  Cast,  is.  Grayling  Worm  and  Maggot  Hooks, 
Is.  per  dozen.  "  Pritt's  Book  of  the  Grayling,"  l'/,s.  6d. 
"Gayling,  and  How  to  Catch  Them,"  2s.  6d.  "Jackson's 
Practical  Fly  Fisher  for  Grayling  and  Trout,"  7s.  6d.— J.  E. 
MILLEK  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


salmon  of  181b.  and  131b.  on  Nov.  25,  and  one  of 
171b.  on  Nov.  27  ;  Mr.  George  Erskine  a  salmon  of 
I5,ilb.  and  a  sea-trout  of  Gib.  on  Nov.  2(3 ;  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Gala,  one  of  211b.  and  Mr.  H.  Tenoant  one  of  141b. 
on  Nov.  28  ;  Sergeant-Major  Rodgers  one  of  181b.  on 
Nov.  29  ;  Mr.  ohn  RoQwiok  one  of  201b.  on 
Nov.  30;  R.  Millar  (fiMherman)  caught  one  of 
iOlb.  on  Nov.  25;  and  W.  Millar  one  of  17ilb. 
and  a  grilse  weighing  71b.  on  Nov.  26.  At 
Makerstoun,  Lord  Hardwi.^ke  caught  two  salmon 
161b.  and  9^1b.  on  Nov.  26;  three  of  231b  ,  231b.  and 
I61b.  on  Nov.  28;  and  two  1711).,  17Jlb.  and  a  grilse 
7^1b.  on  Nov.  29  The  Hon.  Matthew  White  Ridley 
caught  a  grilse  of  81h.  on  Nov.  26,  and  two  salmon  of 
27|lb.  and  161b.  on  Nov.  29.  The  aggregate  results  of 
the  season's  fishing  show  a  decided  improvement  as 
compared  with  last  year  as  regards  both  spring  and 
autumn  fishing.  The  number  of  fish  caught  was  con- 
siderably greater,  and  the  average  weight  also  was 
greater.  In  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water  sport  was 
particularly  lively  during  the  last  four  days  of  the  season : 
Mr.  Bell  Irving  caught  eight  salmon  on  Wednesday, 
weighing  241b.,  221b.,  201b.,  191b.,  171b.,101b.  81b.and71b.; 
on  Thursday  (Nov.  28)  four  of  181b.,  161b.,  151b.,  141b., 
and  on  Saturday  (Nov.  30),  two  of  171b.  and  201b.  On 
Friday  (Nov.  29),  Mr.  J.  Mackie  Croall,  Edinburgh, 
caught  four  salmon  of  241b.,  231b.,  221b.,  and  161b., 
and  on  Saturday  (Nov.  30)  he  had  one  of  IGlb.  On 
the  latter  day  Mr.  A.  Steel  had  four  weighing  261b., 
161b.,  141b.,  and  141b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Steel  one  of  2>\h. 
On  the  Floors  lower  water,  Mr.  McCuUoch  had  two 
salmon  of  19§lb.  and  161b.  on  Wednesday  (Nov.  27) ; 
two  of  211b.  and  181b.  on  Thursday  (Nov.  28) ;  two  of 
231b.  and  191b.  on  Friday  (Nov.  29) ;  and  on  the 
closing  day  he  finished  off  with  eleven,  weighing  201b., 
201b.,  181b.,  171b.,  171b.,  16ilb.,  16Jlb.,  161b.,  81b.,  71b., 
and  6,|lb.  On  Ednam  House, Mr.  Wood  and  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Arthur  Wood,  had  fair  sport  in  the  closing  days. 
On  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  (Nov  27,  28,  29) 
they  caught  about  a  dozen  salmon,  including  one  of 
close  on  401b.,  caught  at  the  Junction.  Mr.  Wood  has 
enjoyed  very  good  sport  during  the  somewhat 
brief  autumn  season ;  the  number  of  salmon  caught  was 
almost  equal  to  that  of  the  previous  season,  which  was 
by  far  the  best  of  recent  years,  while  the  spring  fishing 
was  the  best  experienced  on  these  waters  for  many 
years.  Mr.  James  Tait  caught  over  thirty  spring 
salmon  here  in  the  spring.  The  average  weight  of  the 
spring  fish  was  about  81b.,  and  that  of  the  autumn 
salmon  over  181b.  At  Hendersyde,  on  Wednesday 
(Nov.  27),  Captain  Gerald  Trotter  had  two  salmon, 
igjlb.  and  171b.,  and  Captain  Street  four  of  271b., 
18ib.,  81b.,  and  71b.;  Captain  Trotter,  on  Thursday 
(Nov.  28),  had  four,  191b.,  181b.,  151b.,  and  91b., 
and  on  Friday  (Nov.  29)  he  again  had  four  of 
28ilb.,  18ilb.,  15^1b.,  and  IS^lb.,  and  Mr.  Pringle 
of  Forwoodlee,  on  the  same  day  had  three  of  211b., 
141b.,  and  131b.  On  the  closing  day.  Lady  Waldie 
Griffith  caught  one  salmon  of  221b.  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffith  had  nine  of  231b.,  231b.,  231b.,  211b., 
19^1b.,  151b.,  141b.,  and  9|lb.,  and  General  Paton  six 
of  231b.,  221b.,  211b.,  181b.,  151b.,  and  15^1b.  At  Birg- 
ham,  the  season  was  concluded  with  a  remarkable 
day's  fishing.  Noteworthy  in  itself  is  the  fact  that 
the  closing  day  yielded  no  fewer  than  twenty  salmon 
to  three  rods — ten  to  that  of  General  W.  S.  D.  Home, 
seven  to  that  of  the  Hon.  Capt.  H.  Damnay,  and  three 
to  that  of  the  Earl  of  Home.  But  more  remark- 
able still  is  the  fact  that  of  these  no  fewer  than 
four  of  the  fish  were  beautiful  spring  salmon. 
The  Earl  of  Home  caught  two  of  them,  weighing 
161b.  and  171b.,  the  other  two,  weighing  10. b.  each, 
falling  to  the  lot  of  General  Home.  The  capture  of  a 
spring  salmon  is  not  altogether  unusual  towards  the 
end  of  the  autumn  season,  but  four  in  one  day  may  be 
regarded  as  unprecedented.  Altogether,  the  Birgham 
waters  have  afforded  excellent  sport  all  through  the 
season.  Close  on  three  hundred  fish  have  been  caught, 
and  of  that  number  about  half  were  caught  during  the 
spring  and  summer  months,  showing  that  sport  here 
was  well  spread  over  the  open  season  and  not  confined 
to  the  few  weeks  before  the  close,  as  is  the  experience 
of  some  of  the  other  fishings  further  up  the  river. 
The  weight  of  the  autumn  fish  ruled  high,  as  may 
be  concluded  from  the  fact  that  perhaps  fewer  than 
a  dozen  grilse  were  caught  during  the  autumn.  The 
record  for  the  concluding  days  was  as  follows : — On 
Nov.  27  Capt.  Hon.  H.  Dawnay  thrae  salmon,  201b., 
^OJlb.,  181b.;  Mr.  G.  Garnier  three  of  201b.,  19iib., 
19ib.  On  the  28th  Mr.  Garnier  one  of  20ib.,  Capt. 
Dawnay  one  of  161b. ;  on  the  29th  Mr.  Garnier 
and  Capt.  Dawnay  one  each  211b.,  and  General 
the  Hon.  W.  S.  D.  Home  three  of  241b.,  191b.  and 
171b.  On  the  30th  General  Home  ten  of  251b., 
241b.,  191b.,  18Jlb.,  181b.,  181b.,  16i\h.,  141b.,  101b. 
and  101b. ;  the  Earl  of  Home  three  of  231b.,  161b., 
171b.,  and  Capt.  Dawnay  seven  of  241h.,  201b., 
J7Jlb.,  171b.,  171b.,  171h.  and  151b.  In  the  Teviot 
matters  improved,  slightly  towards  the  close  of  the 
season, about  a  dozen  fish  having  been  taken  between  the 
Junction  and  Sunlaws  within  the  last  week.  Besides 
those  already  recorded,  we  understand  Major  Paton,  of 
Crailing,  caught  two  in  one  day.  On  the  29th,  Mr. 
James  Affleck,  Haton,  had  also  two  weighing  201b.  and 
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lOlb.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  J.  0.  Wilson  had  one  of  151b. 
On  the  29th,  Mr.  John  Smith  had  ono  of  171b.  on 
Jack's  Plumb ;  and  on  the  same  d-ij  Mr.  R.  Ormiston 
had  one  and  Mr.  James  Chisholm  had  another.  On 
the  30th,  Mr.  Adam  Lamb  had  a  salmon  of  201b. ;  Mr. 
W.  Currie  had  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  Mr.  Knight  one  of 
lOIb. ;  and  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon,  a  sea  trout. — 
Max  WHEEL. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballsmabiiich  Lakes  (co.  Down). — On  Saturday 
a  party  of  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Association — including 
Messrs.  F.  J.  Kennedy  (hon.  sec),  J.  R.  T.  MulhoUand, 
J.Y.  Kinnaird,  D.  Boileau,  and  J.  A.  Barlowe — proceeded 
by  train  and  cars  to  Magherahamlet  Lake  on  a  pike- 
netting  expedition.  A  few  shots  of  the  draft-net 
brought  some  small  pike  to  land,  but  none  of  the 
"  bastes  "  supposed  to  inhabit  the  water.— J.  A.  B. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  weather  is  very  mild 
and  open,  and  favourable  to  spawning  operations  in 
main  streams,  but  small  streams  are  too  low  and 
poaching  rife.  The  trout  in  the  Woodburn  Dams  are 
pushing  up  the  small  runners  which  feed  the  Dams, 
and  unless  they  are  protected  they  will  be  poached. 
I 'have  a!-cerlained  that  rainbow  trout  from  the  Dams 
have  been  noticed  in  these  runners  so  early  as  the  last 
week  of  November.  I  hear  that  trout  fishing  will 
close  on  the  Dams  in  the  future  on  the  last  day  of 
September  in  each  season. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Rivers. — The  weather  recently  has  been 
very  favourable  for  sxJawning,  and  generally  speaking 
it  would  appear  that  spawning  fish  are  more  numerous 
than  they  were  at  this  time  last  year  on  the  principal 
spawning  waters. — T.  J.  D. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — The  lower  portions  of  the 
Ballinderry  are  well  protected  this  season,  but  the 
waters  above  Cookstown  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  poacher. 
The  brown  trout  and  Lough  Neagh  trout-have  spawned, 
and  most  of  the  salmon  are  up  that  will  get  up.  The 
Blackwater  is  low,  and  poaching  is  rampant  on  the 
unprotected  parts.  I  hear  of  no  coarse  fishing  on  the 
lakes. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — The  accounts  to  hand  from  the 
following  rivers  are  very  satisfactory  as  regards  spawn- 
ing operations,  and  the  number  of  fish  up : — Ourrane 
(Waterville),  Oummera,  Flesk,  Feale,  Blackwater, 
Eoughty,  Sheen,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  Gashen,  Laune,  and 
Main.  Spawning  since  the  start  has  gone  on  under 
very  favourable  conditions. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Spawning  continues  to  go  on  under  very  favourable 
conditions,  and  a  most  successful  spawning  season 
bids  fair  to  come  to  be  recorded. — T.  J.  D. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  T3rrone). — 
The  Mourne  has  run  down  low,  disclosing  a  fair  head 
of  salmon  on  the  redds  of  the  main  river.  The 
brown  trout  have  nearly  all  spawned.  Much  poaching 
is  reported  from  the  small  feeders  of  the  river.  Another 
test  case  is  pending  re  fishing  rights  on  this  water. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Fine  weather  for  the  past  week  has  put 
both  loughs  in  fair  trim  for  pike.  Mr.  0.  Neather 
had  five  pike  weighing  611b.,  largest  251b. ;  he  also 
had  some  good  bags  of  duck,  snipe,  and  plover. — Pat 
Heaenes. 

nXoyola  (Castledawson,  co.  Derry). — The  Moyola 
has  fined  down,  and  its  numerous  small  streams  are  in 
the  same  dangerous  condition.  The  employees  of  the 
Foyle  and  Bann  Fishery  Company  lately  drafted 
below  the  Castle  Weir  for  salmon  and  Lough  Neagh 
trout  for  spawning  at  Kilrea  hatchery.  That  portion 
of  the  river,  between  the  Weir  and  Lough  Neagh,  seems 
to  be  fairly  stocked  with  spawning  salmon. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Good  sport  continues  to  be  the 
rule  so  far  as  whiting  and  gurnard  are  concerned. 
Liitle  or  nothing  has  been  done  among  other  fish, 
usually  had  at  this  time.  Weather  getting  more 
favourable  and  sea  very  calm. — T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton. — Fair  sport  has  been  had  whenever 
anglers  have  gone  out.  The  fish  got  consisted  of 
whiting,  whiting-pollack,  bream  (a  few),  gurnard,  cod, 
and  haddock.  Prospects  better  at  time  of  writing. 
Sea  calm.    Very  light  wind. — T.  J.  D. 

Burnham-on-Crouch. — The  weather  was  fine  on 
Dec.  1,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  anglers  were 
out  fishing,  but  sport  was  very  poor.  Those  who  were 
out  in  the  early  morning  caught  a  few  fish,  but  those 
who  came  down  on  Dec.  1  had  scarcely  any.  I  think 
the  whiting  fishing  is  over  for  the  season  ;  the  fish 
seem  to  have  left  the  river.  If  there  were  any  about 
they  ought  to  be  caught  as  it  is  fine  open  weather. 
Those  who  come  down  on  Dec.  8  will  have  the  flood 
tide. — J.  Weight. 

 A  few  anglers  were  down  on  Saturday  (Nov.  .30) 

ready  for.  the  ebb  tide  Sunday  morning  (Deo.  1).  I  left 
about  seven  in  the  Moss  Rose  with  Mr.  Hollat.d  and 
two  friends,  members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  We  could  not 
find  any  fish  in  the  river  Crouch,  so  put  up  the  river 


and  got  twenty. nine  small  whiting  and  three  dab"" 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Handley  and  two  friends  out  in  the 
Iiiricta  with  William  Lawcs,  jun.,  got  three  whiting; 
Mr.  Carr  and  friend  thirty  whiting,  very  small,  and 
six  dabs.  Messrs.  Newman,  Jackson,  and  friend 
and  some  other  gentlemen  came  down  by  the  morning 
train  ;  they  didn't  get  a  touch  with  their  line.  Fish 
were  right  otf  on  Monday  (Dec.  2).  On  Dec.  4,  Mr. 
Wollard,  out  with  two  gentlemen,  got  fifteen  large 
dabs  and  fifteen  whiting,  small ;  the  whiting  are  off — 
plenty  of  little  ones,  but  none  of  any  size.  The  tide 
on  Sunday  afternoon  (Dec.  8)  will  suit  for  a  few  hours, 
and  a  few  dabs  should  be  taken. — William  Y  arc  ley 
(Agent  B.S.A.S.). 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Dec.  13  :— 


a.m 
p.m 
a.m 
p.ni 
a.m. 
p.m 
a.m, 
p.m 
a.m 


Scarborough  ^ 

Yarmouth  

Lowestoft  

Aldeburgh  

Harwich  ( 

Ip.m. 

Burnham-on-  fa.m. 

Crouch  (p.m. 

Southend,  Sheer-fa.m, 

ness  and  Leigh...  (p.m. 
Margate.  B'dstairs.fa.m. 

and  Ramsgate  ...(p.m. 

Deal  and  Dover  ...f*-™- 
Ip.m. 

 HZ: 

Eastbourne      and  r  a.m. 
Brighton   Ip.m. 

Newhaven  

Ip.m. 

Shoreham  andra.m. 

.Southwick  (p.m. 

Portsmouth     and/a.  m. 

Hayling  Island  (p.m. 

Plymouth'  {^Z' 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

7th 

8th 

9th 

10th 

11th 

12th 

13th 

1.17 

2.  9 

2..'i3 

3.32 

4.  8 

4.42 

6.16 

1.44 

2.32 

3.13 

3.  .50 

4.25 

5  0 

5.33 

6.10 

7.  7 

7.49 

8.27 

9.  4 

9.40 

10. 15 

6.4.3 

7.29 

8.  9 

8.46 

9.22 

9.57 

10.33 

6.58 

7.49 

8.31 

9.  9 

9.46 

10  27 

10.  .^7 

7.25 

8.11 

8.50 

9.28 

10.  4 

10.39 

11.15 

7.46 

S.37 

9.20 

9.57 

10.34 

11.10 

10.45 

8.13 

S.59 

9.39 

10.16 

10.52 

11.28 

11.  3 

9.10 

10.  2 

10.47 

11.26 

0.20 

0.54 

9.37 

10.25 

11.  7 

11.45 

0.  3 

0.37 

1.12 

9.21 

10.13 

10.58 

11.37 

0.31 

1.  5 

9.48 

10.36 

11.18 

11.58 

0.14 

0.48 

1.23 

10.  9 

11.  0 

11.41 

0.36 

1.12 

1.40 

10.35 

11.22 

11.59 

0.18 

0.54 

1.29 

2.  3 

9.12 

10.  3 

10.44 

11.21 

0.15 

0.49 

9.38 

10.25 

11.  3 

11.39 

0.  1 

0.32 

1.  6 

8.10 

8.58 

9.41 

10.22 

IL  1 

11.39 

8.35 

9.20 

10.  2 

10.42 

11.20 

11.68 

0.18 

8.26 

9.14 

9.57 

10.38 

11.17 

11.56 

0.13 

8.51 

9.36 

10.18 

10.68 

11.36 

0.34 

8.20 

9.  8 

9.51 

10.32 

11.27 

0.23 

8.45 

9.30 

10.12 

11.  8 

11.46 

0.  5 

0.44 

8.45 

9.29 

10.  8 

10.45 

11.20 

11.54 

0.11 

9.  9 

9.49 

10.27 

11.  3 

11.37 

0.28 

8.38 

9.26 

10.  9 

10.50 

11.29 

0.26 

9.  3 

9.48 

10.29 

11.10 

11.48 

0.  7 

0.46 

8.54 

9.44 

10.27 

11.  4 

11.40 

0.34 

9.20 

10.  6 

10.46 

11.22 

11.57 

0  15 

0.53 

2.53 

3.47 

4.34 

5.15 

5.53 

6.29 

7.  3 

3.21 

4.11 

4.55 

5.34 

6.11 

6.46 

7.20 

Castletown  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  been  very 
good  here  at  various  fish,  principally  whiting.  A  few 
hake  and  .some  cod  and  haddocks  were  had,  and 
matters  are  showing  an  improvement  accordingly  as  the 
year  is  drawing  to  a  close.  The  weather  is  now  very 
favourable  and  the  sea  quite  calm.  Fish  close  in  shore 
and  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry);— Whiting  continue  to 
give  sport  here,  but  scarcely  anything  has  been  done 
among  other  fish.  The  weather  is  now  very  favour- 
able, and  sport  should  improve  at  whiting,  and  pollack 
will  probably  take,  the  wind  being  from  a  favourable 
direction.  Mullet  are  very  numerous,  but  have  not 
been  angled  for. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— Owing  to  the  high  northerly  winds  that  were 
blowing  for  some  few  days  the  water  has  become  as 
thick  as  mud,  and  of  course  the  sport  has  been  any- 
thing but  grand.  On  Dec.  3  Mr.  Symonds  and  Mr. 
Barrow  landed  five  score  and  fifteen,  mostly  whiting  ; 
Mr.  Portlock  and  friend,  two  score  and  fifteen  whiting' 
three  nice  codling,  three  small  conger,  and  one  score 
very  large  pouting,  and  I  understand  one  of  the  local 
fishermen  landed  a  cod  of  15|lb.  Unless  the  water 
should  get  in  better  condition  I  do  not  anticipate  grand 
sport,  although  the  tides  suit  well  at  week-end  and  part 
of  next  week.— Edwd.  HANGEEr  (Agent  B.S.A.S.), 
Napier,  Beach-street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).  —  Small  patronage  has  been 
bestowed  upon  the  pier  by  angling  visitors  throughout 
the  present  week,  and  the  general  results  have  provtd 
small  also.  The  water  has  remained  per-istently  thick, 
thou>ih  the  weather  has  been  beautifully  fine  aud 
bright.  On  Dec.  1  Mr.  Wardman  and  Mr.  Waddell 
between  them  took  thirty-two  fi-h,  including  two  fine 
dabs,  and  Mr.  Smjthe  also  experienced  a  little  sport 
among  the  whiting.  Monday's  anglers  included 
Messrs.  Rhodes,  Jefferson,  Curtiss,  Brooks,  Springate, 
Bastes,  Baker,  Fenn  Brothers,  Burrard,  MaitJand,  and 
Smyth,  as  well  as  Mrs.  Brooks,  Mrs.  Smyth,  Mrs. 
Burrard,  Miss  Woodhouse,  and  Master  Ander:,on. 
The  water  was  of  the  colour  of  clay,  and 
bags  consequently  very  light.  The  night  fishing  also 
proved  very  poor,  most  of  the  fish  taken  being  of  small 
size.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philp  joined  forces 
with  the  above-named,  and  two  or  three  fair  catches 
were  made  from  the  upper-deck  of  the  pier,  Mr. 
Maitland  taking  premier  honour  with  a  mixed 
bag  of  codling  and  whiting.  Two  early  morning 
anglers  on  Wednesday  had  not  the  satisfaction  of  a 
single  bite,  but  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Portlock,  Mr.  Welch, 
Mr.  Edward  Jones,  and  Mr.  Christopherson  each  took 
a  few  bmall  whiting.  The  last-named  gentleman  has 
kept  up  a  steady  average  of  a  dozen  fish  per  day 
during  his  stay  here,  and  chanced  to  take  three  nice 
codling  bitveen  the  hours  of  one  and  two  on 
Wfcdneoday  afternoon.     Mr.  Berry  and  Mrs.  Johnson, 


two  late  arrivals,  were  somewhat  disappointed  at  the 
[joor  sport  experienced.    J.  Richardson  (B  S.A.S  ). 

Ramsgate. — The  boats  are  still  bavine  fair  catches 
of  whiting  and  codling,  but  in  somewhat  diminished 
numbers.  Unfortunately  the  sprats  which  showed  up 
strong  for  two  or  three  days  have  departed,  with  them 
the  expected  larger  cod.  Rod  fishing  from  the  piers 
and  marina  have  not  been  quite  up  to  the  average. — 
Ghey  Mullbtt. 

Valentia. — Pollack  and  whiting  have  given  gener- 
ally good  sport  since  last  report,  up  to  Monday,  Dec. 
2,  when  things  fell  away  to  a  low  ebb.  There  appears 
to  be  an  improvement  at  time  of  writing,  and  as  the 
weather  is  once  more  favourable,  probably  good  sport 
will  be  had  during  the  next  few  days  at  various 
fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Walmer. — Fair  catches  of  whiting  during  past 
week  reported.  Boatman  Larkins,  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  2), 
landed  a  cod  of  121b.  and  two  score  whiting.  Boatman 
Coleman,  on  Monday  night  (Dec.  1),  caught  two  cod 
weighing  18!b.,  and  on  the  following  night  a  good 
catch  of  cod,  fair  size.  Water  thick,  but  appearance 
of  good  weather.— Edwaed  Buhkk  (Lord  Nelson). 

Waterville. — The  weather  having  assumed  a  very 
mild,  in  fact,  spring-like  appearance,  sport  has  been 
fair  in  the  small  bay,  and  good  towards  the  hiadlands. 
at  whiting,  gurnards,  and  other  fish.  No  anglers  have 
been  out  from  the  hotels,  however,  and  angling  was 
suspended  for  three  days,  owing  to  harsh  winds  and  a 
rough  sea  on  the  Waterville  side  of  the  bay. — T.  C.  D. 

Weymouth. — The  weather  here  has  been  somewhat 
better  the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  fishing  has 
been  resumed.  Good  catches  of  conger,  bass,  and 
whiting — pollack  have  been  had,  more  especially  the 
latter,  taken  at  the  Dolphins,  most  of  them  weighing 
from  21b.  to  31b.  apiece.  In  the  harbour  good 
quantities  of  bass  have  been  caught,  but  they  did  not 
run  very  large..  Wednesday  (Dec.  4). — The  weather 
here  is  somewhat  cold  and  gloomy,  very  little  wind, 
and  what  there  is  comes  from  the  N.  E.,  and  there  seems 
to  be  something  looming  in  the  distance  as  to  more 
severe  weather. — "  Sea  Beeam." 


1Re{)oit0  from  Clubs, 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  finance  comnaittee 
will  meet  at  8  p  m.  and  general  committee  at  8.45  p.m. 
on  Monday,  Dec  9. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). — 
On  Dec.  2  a  return  visic  was  piid  to  the  North-Ei.st 
Brothers.  It  was  a  very  good  meeting,  nineteen  clubs 
answered  the  roll,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  opening  the  A.B.S.  box,  which 
contained  £2  lis.  The  next  visit  w  ill  go  to  the  Original 
Alexandra  ;  date  later  on. — G.  Makning. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (No.  2  Dis- 
trict).— The  visit  on  Dec.  3  to  the  Wenlock  Anglers' 
Society  was  a  complete  success ;  their  spacious  club 
room  was  well  filled  by  many  prominent  anglers. 
The  talent  was  first  rate,  and  plenty  of  it.  Nineteen 
societies  were  present.  Their  A.B.S.  box  contained 
42s.  I  also  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  all  who  did  not 
to  become  members  of  the  A.B.S.  I  also  spoke  in 
reference  to  the  Richmond  A.B.S.  competition,  and 
asked  all  to  further  the  interest  by  entering  same.  Mj- 
next  visit  (Dec.  16)  is  to  the  Amicable  Waltonian 
Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street- 
road,  Clerkenwell,  E.G.  Will  the  Convivial  Angling 
Society  please  be  present  as  their  society  will  be  next 
on  the  list.  Will  the  Colebrook  Angling  Society  and 
the  Otter  Angling  Society  kindly  let  me  know  if  I  can 
put  their  names  on  my  visiting;  list,  or  any  Anglers' 
Association  societies  whu'e  my  district  touches;  if  so, 
they  can  commanicate  to  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  Sec. 
Ansdlers'  Assnoiation ;  or  to  'Ben  Abraham-i.  visiting 
officer,  25,  Silver--'treet,  Nottinj-hill-g-itR,  W. 

Abercobn  Angling  Society,  Winstanley  Arms, 
Clapham  Junction. — Since  my  last  r^-port  Messrs.  W. 
J.  Norman  have  returned  with  131b.  roach  and  dace  ; 
A.  Painter  S.^lb.  roach.  We  have  also  m-ide  another 
new  member,  and  he  gives  us  two  good  prizes  for 
heaviest  roach  and  pike. — A.  Painter. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate,  W. — 
The  twelfth  annual  Christmas  outing  takes  place  in 
the  Thames,  roving,  on  Dec.  8.  One  rod ;  jack,  &c., 
barred.  There  is  a  hamper  full  of  Yule-tide  dainties 
for  the  lucky  one  who  should  pick  it.  There  are  lots  of 
other  prizes,  including  a  watch  and  chain  in  case, 
given  by  Mr.  Ellis,  High-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
Mr.  Glaisher  gives  a  capital  book.  There  are  joints, 
wines,  spirits,  cash,  &c.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  announce 
a  very  prominent  gentleman  to  bcLome  president  of 
the  above  society  in  your  next  i-sue.  Four  of  our 
members  won  prizes  in  Ben's  competition  on  Nov.  24 
— viz.,  Messrs.  Brett,  Peanell,  Glaze,  and  H.  Smith, 
junr.  I  have  the  A.B.S.  competition  tickets,  so  mem- 
bers don't  forget.   "  Otter  "  Wheeler,  after  many  years 
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with  us,  is  about  to  leave  us  for  Somersetshire ;  he  is 
sorry  to  leave  us,  and  Ben  presents  him  with  a  silver 
medal,  gold  centre,  and  suitably  engraved.  Coupled 
with  the  name  of  our  society,  we  all  wish  him  good 
luck,  prosperity,  and  happiness  on  his  new  undertak- 
ing. i\Ir.  Wheeler  ably  responded,  and  thanked  Ben 
and  all  of  his  dear  old  pals. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Itm  Fields.  —  On  Deo.  1 
the  following  weighed  in : — Mr.  Utting,  jack  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Frost,  jack  ;  Mr.  Butlin,  roach ;  and  Mr.  Hall, 
roach,  making  altogether  a  good  show  of  fish. — 
J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square.— Our  outing  will  take  place  on 
Dec.  8  at  Cheshunt — from  Jolly  Bargeman  to  King's 
Weir;  towpath.  All  members  to  get  out  at  Cheshunt 
and  return  from  Cheshunt. — G.  Haynes. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Thomas 
a  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. —  Our  meeting  on 
Wednesday  was  well  attended,  Mr.  INIartin  occupying 
the  chair.  It  was  arranged  that  we  fish  for  our 
December  series  of  prizes  at  Shiplake.  Members  are 
reminded  of  our  Christmas  outing  at  Windsor,  which 
takes  place  on  Dec.  15  ;  visitors  invited.  Mr.  Hamilton 
weighed  in  chub  on  Dec.  1  from  the  Thames. — G.T.M. 

Battebsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — On  Dec.  1  we  fished 
a  friendly  match  for  a  supper  at  Windsor  with  the 
Clapham  Junction  Anglers'  Society,  which  resulted  in 
our  favour.  We  weighed  in  at  the  Clarence,  and 
everything  passed  off  satisfactorily.  The  supper  will 
take  place  in  January  at  the  Nag's  Head ;  Mr.  J. 
Hudson  took  a  prize  in  the  match.  Mr.  C.  Dejonge, 
Mr.  Woodman,  Mr.  A.  Addison,  and  Mr.  G.  Hemens 
also  weighed  in.  We  fish  our  Christmas  outing  on 
Dec.  8  at  Windsor  from  Eaton  Bridge  to  Fi  zgerald's 
Pence;  towpath  only;  two  rods  can  be  used.  There 
will  be  five  clubpiizes  in  conjunction  with  this  match. 
Mr.  C.  Dejonge  gave  in  his  report  from  the  Central. — 
A.  Dejonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.  S.E. —  Only  one  member 
Weighed  in  on  Dec.  1,  J.  Wigley,  taking  first  prize  with 
roach.  There  are  still  some  lapsed  prizes  to  go  for, 
anywhere  in  the  Thames.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd 
weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  roach,  jack  anct  chub,  151b. 
I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  on  the  Dec.  11  to 
arrange  for  Christmas  outing  on  the  Dec.  15. — C.  G. 
Piggott. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. —  Since  last  report 
the  following  memi  ers  weighed  in:  P.  Wilson,  jack 
(51b.)  ;  H.  W  ilkins,  roach,  and  one  dace  (9oz.) ;  J.  Car- 
roll, jack  ;  H.  Ci  acknell,  roach.  Will  members  please 
note  that  our  Christmas  outiug  takes  place  at  Hare- 
field,  in  the  upper  water  on  Dec.  8 ;  there  is  a 
long  list  of  x^rizes  which  can  be  seen  at  the 
club-h<  use.  Subscriptions  Is.  to  match,  jack  barred. 
Boundary  from  Fisheiies  Lock  to  True  Walton- 
ian's  water.  To  start  by  signal,  and  cease  fishing 
at  -i  30,  tow-path  only.  On  Wednesday  last  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  proposed  as  hun.  members  of  this 
society  : — Cecil  A.  Lumley,  Esq.,  L.  Gerald  Freedman, 
Esq.,  Major  H.  W.  S.  Brown,  Col.  W.  J.  Brown  (C.B.), 
Geo.  A..  Goodwin,  Esq.,  G.  C.  Grammer,  Esq.,  G. 
Beech,  Esq.,  and  G.  R.  Orman,  Esq.  We  voted 
10s.  Gd.  as  prize  to  A.  B.  S.  competition.  At  our  last 
concert  Mr.  Derry  read  a  very  able  and  interesting 
paper,  entitled  '■  Spinning:  a  Paper  for  Novices,"  and 
on  Monday  next  (Dec.  9)  Mr.  Chaplais  will  read  a  short 
paper.   All  anglers  are  cordially  invited. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuky  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Dec.  1, 
Mr.  R.  Lummes  weighed  in  a  nice  jack,  31b.  6oz.,  Mr. 
J.  Drew,  and  Mr.  P.  Boothby,  roach.  Our  Christmas 
outing  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Dec.  15  at  Windsor. — 
T.  Pateunosteb. 

BooTLE  Angling  Association,  Victoria  Hotel, 
Miranda-road. — Thirteen  members  of  this  association 
journeyed  to  Ellesmere  on  Nov.  27  to  compete  for 
the  four  prizes  offered,  and  although  the  party  tried 
all  the  arts  and  wiles  available  it  was  a  blank  day 
for  a  dozen  members  ;  only  one  fish  (a  very  pretty 
jack  of  21b.)  was  taken,  and  it  secured  for  that 
veteran  angler  Mr.  W.  Jones  a  guinea  prize. 
At  the  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening 
(Dec.  3)  it  was  decided  to  have  a  sweepstake 
outing  to  Ba,ngor-on-Dee  on  Boxing  Day;  further 
particulars  will  be  announced  later.  Mr.  W.  Jones 
gave  an  interesting  report  of  the  progress  of  the 
Liverpool  Centre  of  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association, 
of  which  he  is  chairman,  and  matters  of  great  import- 
ance are  shortly  to  be  dealt  with  which  will  have  a 
great  bearing  upon  the  affiliated  clubs,  and  be  a  source 
of  benefit  to  all.  The  arrangements  for  the  second 
annual  dinner,  on  Dec.  17,  are  now  completed,  and 
those  attending  are  assured  of  a  good  evening's  enjoy- 
ment.— Kudd. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— Brother 
F.  Randall  pres  dtd  over  a  good  attendance  of  mem- 
bers at  our  last  club  meeting.  Brother  Watkins 
sicur.  d  fif'lt  p.-izR  in  our  .Cbrisimas  match  last  week  : 


December  8. 

Allason  United  :  Xmas  outing. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Xmas  outing. 

Blenheim  :  Match  at  Harefield. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Camden  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Dalston  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Forest  Gate  :  Roving  competition. 

Golden  Barbel :  Outing  to  Shiplake. 

Harcourt :  Outing. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

North  London  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Oglander  :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

Park  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Xmas  outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 

Stockwell :  Match  at  Datchet. 

Stratford  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Sundial :  Xmas  outing. 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
December  9. 

Anglers'  Association :   Finance  and  General  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Collingwood :  Central  visit. 

Friendship  :  Central  Restocking  Fund  concert. 
December  10. 

Gresham  :  Entertainment  with  graphaphone. 
December  11. 

B.S.A.S. :  Smoking  concert. 

Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 
December  13. 

A.B.S.  :  Committee  meeting. 


Dec.  15. — A.B.S. :  Thames  competition. 
,,    15. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Xmas  outing. 
,,    15. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 

15. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 
,,    15. — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Xmas  outing. 
,,    15. — Harlesden  ;  Match  at  Richmond. 
,,    15. — Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 

15. — Junior  Piscatorials :  Competition. 
„    15. — Royal  George  :  Match  at  Richmond. 
,,    15. — Woolwich  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
,,    16. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Visit. 
,,    16. — Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
,,    17. — Gresham  :  Paper  by  a  member. 
,,    18. — Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 
„    18. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
,,    19. — Oglander  :  Distribution. 

22. — Collinswood  :  Xmas  outing. 
,,    22. — East  Dulwich  :  Prize  outing. 
„    22.— Phoenix:  Match  at  Marlow. 
,,    22. — Walham  Green  :  Xmas  outing. 
,,    23. — -Dalston:  Distribution. 
,,    23.— Stockwell :  Distribution. 
„    23. — West  Ham  Bros. :  Concert  and  distribution. 
,,    26. — United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 


this  leaves  five  prizes  untaken,  and  the  match  con- 
tinues as  a  "  rover."  I  shall  do  my  best  next  Tuesday 
evening  to  entertain  you  with  a  South  African  yarn. 
Brothers  Griygs,  Lane,  and  Watkins,  junr.,  weighed 
fish  last  week  end.  Mr.  McCrow,  the  well-known 
sportsman,  was  elected  as  an  honorary  member. — 
Hy.  Lane. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — Our  Christmas  prize  outing  to  St. 
Margarets  on  Dec.  1  was  not  attended  with  any 
success,  only  four  members  getting  fish  out  of  twenty- 
one  competing.  Mr.  E.  Argent  1st.,  jack  and  perch  ; 
Mr.  J.  Baines  2nd,  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Ward  3rd,  perch ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Argent  4th,  perch.  For  the  continuation 
of  the  outing  members  can  go  where  they  please  and 
also  be  allowed  to  do  what  style  of  fishing  they  desire 
but  only  one  rod  to  be  used.  Those  members  who 
have  not  entered  the  competition  and  intend  doing  so 
on  Dec.  8,  must  leave  their  names  at  the  club  house 
on  Saturday  together  with  entrance  fee  of  Is. — E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Our  Christmas  outing  to 
Wargrave  was  not  the  success  we  should  have  liked, 
Messrs.  A.  Taylor,  Fuller,  and  A.  E.  Hoodless,  being 
the  only  members  having  fish.  We  continue  our 
competition  on  Dec.  8  for  the  remaining  prizes,  roving. 
Prom  other  waters  Messrs.  Elsley  and  Parker  had  a 
few  roach  and  dace. — R.  Marshall. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.  —  On  Monday 
evening,  Dec.  2,  at  the  club-room,  Alexandra  Hotel, 
Cardiff,  Mr.  J.  P.  Adey  presided  over  a  moderate  but 
representative  gathering  of  members  assembled  to  hear 
a  paper  read  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Treatt,  on  "  Grayling 
Fishing."  A  dish  of  three  grayling  was  shown,  and 
IMr.  Treatt  explained  that  they  were  g,ll  that  had 


fallen  to  his  rod  the  day  before.  Subsequently  a 
smoking  concert  took  place,  and  altogether  members 
had  a  very  pleasant  evening. — Ernest  Webster. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  next  return  visit  will 
take  place  at  the  Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord 
Nelson,  Nelson  Square,  Blackfriars  Road,  on  Monday, 
Dec.  9.  A  very  cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all 
by  Host  Wiles  and  Mr.  Secretary  Sprge.— W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.  —  This 
society  fished  a  convivial  match  against  the  Battersea 
Friendly  Angling  Society  at  Windsor,  on  Dec.  1, 
when  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  takes  were  very  small  on 
both  sides,  the  latter  club  having  won  the  match  with 
13oz.  to  spare.  The  date  of  the  supper  will  be 
announced  in  the  Fixhing  (lazcttc  later  on.  Only  two 
members  were  successful  in  taking  prizes  in  our  club 
match— Mr.  E.  Guy,  1st,  Mr.  H.  Betnell,  2nd  ;  Messrs. 
H.  Rust  and  A.  Heyman  also  had  fish. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — A  fairly  attended  visit  was  paid  to  the  Great 
Northern  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  in  the  chair. 
Nine  societies  were  well  represented — namely.  Great 
Northern,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Bustonians, 
Camden,  Phrenix,  Royal  George,  Dibben,  and  Elgin. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Lincoln  A.S.  ;  date  later. 
The  chairman  said  a  few  words  respecting  the  small 
attendance.  At  our  last  business  meeting  nothing 
was  done  in  consequence. — F.  Gastkll. 

Clifton  Angling  Society,  the  Lord  Palmerston, 
Clifton-road,  Peckham  (near  Old  Kent-road  Station), 
— The  first  series  of  our  Christmas  prize  outing  will 
take  place  on  Dec.  8.  We  have  arranged  several  good 
shooting  matches  for  the  next  few  weeks,  the  most 
important  being  a  match  at  Bury,  Sussex,  when 
five  of  our  members  will  shoot  one  gross  of  pigeons 
against  five  well-known  gentlemen  of  Bury  for  a  fine 
porker ;  this  bids  fair  to  be  a  fine  day's  sport.  Date, 
Dec.  26,  1901.— E.  C.  Addison. 

Olisbold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  On  Deo.  1  some 
of  our  members  competed  for  eleven  prizes  at  Brox- 
bourne;  only  two  were  successful— namely,  Messrs.  E. 
Hunt,  perch;  Robinson,  roach.  There  are  nine  prizes 
left.  Conditions  uualtert^d.  Will  members  turn  up 
on  Tuesday,  Dec.  10,  to  arrange  Christmas  prize  dis- 
tribution.—E.  J.  Hunt. 

Colebrook  Angling  Society,  Gerrard  Arms, 
Gerrard-streot,  Islmgton,  N. — Since  last  report  several 
members  have  been  out.  Messrs.  Geo.  Johnson, 
W.  Sellars,  and  J.  Stockton  had  a  fair  take  of  dace 
from  Teddington,  largest  fish,  4oz  ;  Mr.  A.  Clayton  a 
nice  bag  of  whiting  from  Burnham. — T.  W.  Johnson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Square,  Blackfriars-road. — Will  anglers  please 
note  that  our  central  visit  takes  place  on  Monday 
(Dec.  9),  Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse,  Blackfriars  A.S.,  in  the 
chair,  when  a  host  of  talent  will  be  provided.  All 
clubs  are  heartily  invited. — W.  PI.  S, 

Covbnt  Garden  Piscatorial  bocihty,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C— On  Dec.  1  Mr.  John  Massey  weighed 
in  jack.  On  Dec.  2  Messrs.  Cutbush,  John  Massey, 
and  J.  Read  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
Members  please  note  that  quarterly  night  will  be 
Dec.  17,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  present. — 
W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  1  very  few  mem- 
bers were  out,  Messrs.  F.  Wild  and  A.  Wild  were  the 
only  ones  to  score  for  the  prizes,  which  leaves 
two  to  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  8,  under  the 
same  conditions.  On  Tuesday  (Dec.  8)  we  had  a  full 
muster,  when  one  new  member  was  proposed,  and 
several  items  disposed  of.  Donors  of  prizes  please 
note  that  distribution  will  take  place  on  Dec.  23 — 
S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — On  Dec.  1  and 
during  the  week  most  of  our  members  were  out,  when 
following  weighed  in: — Mr.  Tony  Millett,  roach;  Mr. 
Barns,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Vogan,  dace.  On  Deo.  15 
our  Christmas  outing  takes  place  (roving). — W. 
Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham.— On  Nov.  27  our  "Leg  of  mutton"  supper, 
served  by  Host  Barlow  in  his  usual  excellent  manner, 
gave  every  satisfaction.  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder  occuijied  the 
chair,  when  forty  members  and  friends  were  present. 
An  excellent  concert  followed.  Amongst  those  who 
contributed  to  the  harmony  were  Messrs.  Bernard 
Fountain,  P.  Wilson,  J.  E.  Allen,  and  Madame 
Glenolga. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Messrs.  W.  Lane,  S.  Deacon,  and  H.  Cruke, 
weighed  in  roach  this  week.  Roving  competition 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  7  and  8,  one  days'  fishing, 
gross  weight,  open  to  honorary  members. — B.  Saugbnt. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Club,  I'reemasons'  Tavern, 
.Carlton-street,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  Nov.  28, 
W.  Edwards  weighed  in  jack.  On  Dec.  1,  only  three 
members  weighed  in,  all  having  jack.  J.  Cooper  top- 
weight  with  111b.  6oz.,  largest  hsliSib.  9oz.,  the  other 
members  being  G.  Metcalf,  W  H.  Temple.  On  Dec.  3, 
we  had  another  nice  show  of  jack,  W.  F.  Temple  being 
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successful  with  101b.  12oz.  to  his  credit,  his  largest  fish 
weighing  nearly  41b.  We  have  made  two  new  mem- 
bers, Mr.  Corr  and  Mr.  Constable. — C.  Tbiggee. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  the  White  Bear, 
Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  E.C.  —  A  smoking 
concert  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Dee.  9,  for  the 
Central  Re-stocking  Fund,  on  which  occasion  Mr. 
Elsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central  Association,  has 
kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair,  faced  by  our  old 
friend,  Mr.  J.  Smith.  We  shall  be  glad  to  see  as  many 
members  from  the  different  clubs  as  possible,  as  it  is 
for  a  good  cause. — J.  Levien. 

Golden  Baebbl  Anglihh  Society,  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.  — Mr.  A. 
Crow  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Dec.  1,  with  dace  and 
gudgeon.  On  Deo.  3  we  arranged  the  prizes  for  our 
Christmas  outing,  which  takes  place  at  Shiplake  on 
Dec.  8;  leave  Paddington  9  o'clock,  returning  from 
Shiplake  by  the  5.29  train.  All  prizes  are  open  to 
honorary  members,  any  members  wishing  to  join 
sweepstake  can  do  so  in  the  Bar  Book,  entrance  Is.  6d. 
— A.  W.  Ellins. 

Haelesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown  Hotel, 
High-street,  Harlesden.— Since  our  last  report  Messrs. 
Ide  and  Warren  have  weighed  in  jack  and  Mr.  Mitchell 
a  show  of  dace.  We  fish  our  Christmas  match  at 
Richmond  on  Dec.  15  on  the  same  conditions  and  in 
conjunction  with  the  A.  B.  S.  competition.  Members 
will  oblige  by  taking  up  competition  tickets  as  early 
as  possible. — F.  K. 

Islington  Beothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— On  Dec.  1,  several  mem- 
bers were  out,  but  returned  with  a  blank.  We  met  on 
Tuesday,  Deo.  3,  Mr.  C.  Day  in  the  chair  ;  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  when 
our  delegate  gave  in  his  report  from  the  central 
association,  which  was  duly  received.  The  match  at 
Windsor  is  to  be  on  Deo.  8  ;  go  by  first  or  second 
train  from  Paddington.  Would  clubs  kindly  send  in 
money  and  unsold  tickets. — J.  H.  Heebebt. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.  -  The 
members  will  compete  for  Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  on  Dec.  8, 
also  for  Mr.  A.  Caley's  prize  on  Dec.  11,  the  latter 
being  fished  for  at  Burnt  Mill.  On  Dec.  15  the  mem- 
bers will  fibh  for  four  "specials"  at  Shiplake,  also  for 
two  "  specials  "  on  Dec.  18,  any  water  (private  waters 
barred).  Mr.  R.  Hill  weighed  in  roach  and  Mr.  A. 
Harris  bream  on  Dec.  1.  Mr.  W.  Wilshere  weighed  in 
601b.  60Z.  roach,  dace,  and  jack  on  Dec.  4. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  'iVin- 
chester-street,  N. — The  following  members  had  fish 
on  Dec.  1 :  Mr.  Cook,  roach ;  Mr.  Symes,  Mr.  Beggs, 
W.  Watling,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  roach  and  gudgeon. 
On  Deo.  8  we  fish  our  Christmas  outing  at  Bourne 
End  for  thirty  prizes,  all  to  start  from  Paddington 
by  the  8.42  in  the  morning  and  return  from  Bourne 
End  by  the  7.40  at  night. — W.  Watling. 

Noeth-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-g  reen. — On  Dec.  1  we 
had  a  nice  show  of  fish,  and  five  prizes  were  taken  as 
follows :  Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  6th  prize,  with  roach, 
perch  and  dace ;  W.  Richards,  sen.,  7th,  with  roach, 
chub  and  dace  ;  W.  Moore,  8th,  with  roach  ;  J.  Taylor, 
9th,  with  roach ;  and  S.  Barrett,  10th,  with  perch. 
The  following  members  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  E.  Lamb 
and  J.  Mills,  leaving  nine  more  prizes  to  fish  for  on 
Dec.  8.  Members  can  go  where  they  please  on  morning 
and  fish  bankside  only. — G.  Taylor. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,   Liverpool-road.— On  Nov.  24,  Mr. 


Bannister  weighed  in  .37ilb.  of  jack.  On  Nov.  25,  the 
same  gentleman  weiMhed  in  111b.  of  jack.  On  Doc.  1 
I  have  to  record  a  blank.  On  Dec.  8,  the  members 
fish  for  the  five  prizes  not  won  on  Nov.  24,  the  con- 
ditions being  the  same — namely,  book  to  Ware,  meet 
at  the  John  Barleycorn  before  starting  fishing,  show 
fish  at  same  house  after  leaving  off ;  members  not 
going  down  by  first  train  to  report  themselves  to  the 
first  member  they  meet  on  the  bank.  Boundary,  from 
Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford  Lock.— H.  Stretch. 

Oglandeb  Piscatorial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwioh.— On  Dec.  1  the  follow- 
ing weighed  in:— T.  Addison,  G.  Cartwright,  J.  T. 
Coates,  and  W.  Nayler.  Two  gentlemen  turned  up 
with  a  sack  half  filled  with  jack,  caught  that  day,  best 
fish  lUb.  lloz.,  a  very  fine  show,  and  it  was  a  great 
pity  they  were  unattached,  as  a  tray  of  fifty  odd  pounds 
is  always  acceptable  to  any  club ;  however,  let  us  wish 
Messrs.  Parrell  and  Matthews  further  good  sport  now 
that  they  are  working  members.  Train  for  Dec.  8  to 
Datchet  8.20  Vauxhall,  returning  5.45.  Boundary, 
from  Albert  Bridge  to  Bells  of  Ousloy.  Christmas 
Competition  promises  a  success,  several  additional 
prizes  having  been  added.  Conditions— One  day's 
fishing,  either  on  12th  or  15th  inst.,  roving,  bank  ;  jack 
and  live  bait  barred.  Hon.  members  and  prize  donors 
may  compete.  Distribution,  Dec.  19.  Committee 
meeting  on  6th  inst.  at  10.15.— W.  S.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — Only 
one  prize  was  won  on  Dec.  1  by  S.  Dulieu ;  the 
remainder  will  be  fished  for  same  as  last.  Another 
outing  proposed  for  the  15th,  providing  the  prize  is 
won  on  Dec.  8 ;  place  will  be  decided  next  week.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  A.  Kettle  had  over  401b.  of  jack, 
heaviest  one  9Jlb.,  which  is  being  set  up  by  W. 
Dennis.  [Will  try  and  answer  your  question  next 
week.] — George. 

Otter  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Head,  Little 
Pulteney-street,  W. — We  met  on  Nov.  28,  when  a  new 
member  was  made,  also  the  Christmas  outing  arranged. 
Place  to  be  selected  and  prizes  to  be  arranged  at  next 
meeting. — J.  Dutton. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Only  five  prizes  were  taken  in  our  match 
at  Rye  House  on  Dec.  1,  by  the  following  in  the  order 
named  :  Mr.  Rosevear,  Mr.  Tracy,  J.  Reitz,  R.  Carter, 
and  R.  Hopton.  The  fifteen  remaining  prizes  to  be 
fished  for  on  Dec.  8,  members  to  go  where  they  please. 
Our  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  widow  of  our  late  member, 
Mr.  G.  Curtis,  resulted  in  the  sum  of  £15  being  col- 
lected. There  are  still  a  few  clubs  that  I  should  like 
to  hear  from  re  tickets  for  the  above. — H.  Gates. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Deo.  1,  we  had  a  very  poor 
show,  Mr.  Payne  being  the  only  member  who  weighed 
in.  We  hope  to  have  a  record  on  Dec.  8,  when  we 
take  our  Christmas  outing,  at  Windsor  ;  it  promises  to 
be  the  best  outing  of  its  kind  the  clul3  has  yet  had. 
There  are  still  a  few  more  names  I  should  like  to  have 
down  on  the  competition  sheet.  There  are  many 
prizes  to  be  fished  for ;  further  information  can  be  had 
of  the  Secretary. — P.  Cook. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  Dec.  1  we  had  a  grand 
and  enjoyable  evening,  but  no  fish.  On  the  4th  inst. 
members  did  not  turn  up  very  strong  I  am  sorry  to 
say.  Will  members  kindly  note  that  they  must  be 
clear  on  the  books  for  our  Christmas  outing  on  the 
15th  inst. — Gibbons. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  the  1st  inst. 
Mr.  Renant  weighed  in  a  show  of  pike.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  and  clear  books. — R.  Siwith. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. — 
On  Tuesday  evening  the  Duchess  A.S.  had  their  house 
warming,  at  their  headquarters  in  Deverall  Street, 
Great  Dover  Street.  A  grand  array  of  talent  appeared 
during  the  evening,  under  the  able  guidance  of 
Mr.  Hanson  (chairman)  who  gave  a  few  ditties,  etc., 
much  to  the  gratification  and  edification  of 
the  company.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  informed  the  anglers 
present  rc  the  Andrews  case,  and  also  that  a  grand  list 
of  prizes  will  be  offered  for  a  Benevolent  Competition 
on  Sunday,  December  15,  ovei-  seventy  prizes  already 
promised.  Upon  the  roll  being  called  the  following 
societies  were  represented,  namely,  United  Bros., 
Anchor  and  Hope,  St.  Albans,  Blackfriars,  Bermondsey 
Bros.,  Colling  wood.  South  Bermondsey,  South  Stock- 
well,  Oglanders,  Hatcham  Bros.,  Firm  and  True, 
Walworth  Waltonians,  New  Grange  and  Houndsfield 
Otters.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  latest  Club 
enrolled  on  the  list,  viz..  New  Grange  A.S.,  Fendall 
St.,  Grange  Road,  Bermondsey.  Date  to  follow 
through  usual  sources.  The  Prize  Fund  Collection 
Bos  was  duly  handed  round  by  the  Hon.  Sec,  and 
resulted  in  half  a  guinea  being  handed  in  towards  the 
funds.  — A.  G.  Smith. 

Spalding  Angling  Club. — A  Lincolnshire  corre- 
spondent writes  me  that  sport  in  the  Lincolnshire 
rivers  and  drains  has  been  very  fair  of  late.  The 
autumn  prize  competition,  in  connection  with  the 
Spalding  Angling  Club,  resulted  in  Mr.  H.  J.  Dennis, 
oi.  Spalding,  taking  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach  with  I 


a  nice  fish  weighing  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Seymour  took  the 
first  prize  for  pike,  also  for  the  greatest  weight  of  fish, 
with  a  basket  of  111b.  weight.  Prospects  for  winter 
sport  in  Lincolnshire  are  reported  gone. — John  E. 
Miller. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 

road.  Stepney,  E.— Our  members  arc  still  fishing  for 
Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Craythorne  weighed  in  a  fine 
specimen  roach  on  Dec.  1,  Mr.  (irindrod,  roach; 
P.  Jewson,  sen.,  roach  and  bream;  C.  Bolduy,  roach. 
— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thorne-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Mr.  W. 
Eyko  has  been  amongst  them  again,  his  latest  catch 
including  a  specimen  chub.  Catches  by  Messrs.  H. 
Courridgc,  A.  Jenkins,  and  G.  Tirrell,  have  compensated 
for  those  who  are  "  triers,"  but  have  had  no  luck. 
Christmas  outing  on  Dec.  8,  and  distribution  on  Dec. 
28.  Mr.  W.  M.  Hanne  has  been  made  a  member.  — 
A.P. 

Stratford  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.  —  Our 
Christmas  prize  outing  at  Hatfield- Peverel  was  very 
successful,  seven  prizes  lieing  won.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  until  won  at  Hatfield-Peverel 
(roving).  Result  of  match ;— Messrs.  Grande,  1st; 
Sandiland,  2nd  ;  G.  Hobbs,  .3rd  ;  Smart,  4th  ;  Payne, 
5th  :  Ribbings,  6th  ;  Bacon,  7th.  Mr.  G.  Hobbs  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach  on  the  .3rd.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  our  Christmas 
outing  at  Shepperton  on  Dec.  8.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  arrive  there  by  the  first  or  subsequent  train, 
and  return  by  the  5  o'clock  train.  Take  down  live  bait 
for  jack  fishing,  and  fish  from  the  towpath  only.— 
J.  S.P.Webb. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.— Since  our  last  report 
very  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  sport ;  Host 
Mackrill  has  had  some  very  nice  roach,  and  on  Dec.  1 
Mr.  J.  Wood  saved  the  club  from  a  blank  with  roach. 
Our  supper  with  the  Greenwich  Anglers  took  place  on 
Nov.  27.  They  beat  us  easily  in  this  match,  and 
almost  killed  us  with  kindness  at  the  banquet.  Bravo 
Host  Neary  1  We  have  handed  them  the  shield  given 
by  Host  Mackrill  for  Stewardship  until  the  final  is 
won,  but  whichever  club  wins  it  I  am  sure  there  will 
still  be  the  same  friendly  feelings  between  us.  Our 
next  club  match  takes  place  on  December  26th  on  the 
river  Stort ;  other  matches  have  been  arranged  for  the 
Thames  and  Lea. — F.  Beak. 

Victoria  Beothebs  Angling  Socieiy  Princess  s 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Dec.  1 
our  outing  was  a  success,  five  prizes  being  taken  in 
the  following  order :  S.  Austin,  1st ;  J.  Toothill,  2Qd  ; 
H.  Clarke,  3rd  ;  S.  A.  Harvey,  4th  ;  A.  W.  Harvey,  5th! 
There  are  still  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  when  I 
hope  to  see  the  remainder  taken.  Our  distribution 
night  is  Dec.  18.— F.  Lindsey. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W.— Our  next  outiag 
takes  place  at  Hampton  on  Dec.  22  for  eight  prizes  ; 
all  to  go  down  by  8.3  a.m.  from  Clapham  Junction! 
Members  requiring  tickets  for  A.B.S.  competition  can 
obtain  them  at  the  above. — W.  L.  Kebby. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Since  my  last 
report  our  member  Mr.  Papworth  has  again  scored, 
weighing  in  a  nice  show  of  pike  of  141b.,  also  a  good 
show  of  roach  and  dace  taken  by  Mr.  Massey.  On 
Tuesday  our  annual  competition  supper  took  place, 
which  was  a  decided  success.  Great  praise  is  due  to 
our  worthy  host  and  brother  angler  for  the  prompt 
and  businesslike  manner  in  which  supper  was  served, 
which  I  may  say  was  of  the  best.  A  grand  smokin^ 
concert  followed,  Messrs.  Willett  and  Crocker  ably 
occupying  the  chair;  many  good  songs  were  given, 
including  those  given  by  Stratton  Lowrie,  Ambrose 
Skinner,  Harry  Massey,  J.  J.  Kelly,  George  Swayne, 
and  Will  Hanscombe,  who  deserve  special  mention ; 
several  other  artistes  appeared,  and  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  all  who  assisted. — J.  Varney. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.  —  Our  Christmas  prize  outing  on 
Dec.  1  resulted  in  only  three  prizes  being  taken, 
Mr.  Merser,  jack,  Mr.  Lee,  jack,  and  Mr.  Styman 
perch.  Mr.  Harden  and  Mr.  Barton  also  had  fish. 
Our  return  visit  on  Dec.  3  was  a  great  success,  Mr. 
W.  Musgrave,  Amicable  Waltonians,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  among  others  the  following  artists  con- 
tributed towards  the  harmony:  Messrs.  A.  Day,  G. 
Mettrop,  E.  Hilton,  G.  Morgan,  H.  Tweed,  Musgrave, 
jun..  Ponder,  Letheridge,  Sandow,  and  Nightingale! 
On  the  roll  being  called  twenty  clubs  were  repre- 
sented. The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Box  was  passed 
round  during  the  evening,  and  on  being  opened  was 
found  to  contain  two  guineas.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  and  artistes  brought  the  eveniu"  to  a 
close.  We  fish  at  Rye  House  on  Dec.  8  for  remaining 
prizes. — H.  Heib. 

West  Ha.m  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— The  foliowin  > 
weighed  in  last  week :  Messrs.  Pethurst  and  Marks! 
roach  ;  Heady,  bream  ;  Turner,  jack ;    largest  fish! 
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6]b.  12Joz.  Only  two  more  prizes  were  taken,  which 
now  leaves  eleven  prizes  to  fish  for,  including  one  for 
the  largest  jack.  The  remaining  are  to  be  fished  for 
on  Dec.  8 ;  same  conditions  as  last,  go  where  you 
like,  fish  caught  only  on  the  day  to  weigh.  The  distribu- 
tion of  Christmas  prizes  and  concert  takes  place  on 
Monday,  Dec.  23,  at  the  club  room,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — R.  Pet- 

HtJEST. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Members  are  requested  to  hand  in 
their  subscriptions  and  donations,  as  our  financial  year 
closes  on  Dec.  31.  The  match  results  were— Messrs. 
Cox,  3rd:  Parsons,  4th;  Wallis,  5th;  Martin,  6th. 
The  first  and  second  prizes  were  not  taken. — J.  J 

HUNTEE. 

WooLwiOH  Bbothebs  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Our  members 
have  decided  to  have  a  competition  on  Dec.  15  at 
Windsor.    We  start  from  Woolwich  Arsenal  6.40  a.m. 

— J.  R.  HOWCEOFT. 


COMPLIMENTARY     DINNER  TO 
STEPHEN  JOHN  RICHARD80N. 

A  notable  gathering  of  sporting  journalists  and 
others  intimately  connected  with  sport  was  held  re- 
cently at  the  Falcon  Tavern,  Gough-square,  Fleet- 
street,  to  celebrate  the  sixtieth  birthday  of  Mr.  Stephen 
John  Richardson,  assistant  editor  of  the  Sporting  Life. 
The  general  esteem  in  which  "Steve"  is  held  was 
fully  demonstrated  by  the  gathering,  every  branch  of 
sport  being  represented.  The  chair  was  capably  and 
acceptably  filled  by  that  prince  of  Rugby  Union 
referees,  Mr.  George  Harnett,  whilst  the  jovial  coun- 
tenance of  that  equally  well-known  sportsman  (and 
C.C.),  Mr.  Val  Hunter,  beamed  upon  the  company 
from  the  post  of  vice-chairman.  Round  and  about 
the  festive  board  were  Messrs.  George  S.  Lowe  (Editor 
S])ortmg  Life),  Clare  Tucker,  George  C.  Lindsay, 
T.  Turner,  H.  V.  L.  Stanton,  J.  Fowler  Dison,  J.  T. 
Hulls,  sen.  and  jun.,  F.  J.  Caffyn  (Kings  and  Keys), 
E.  A.  Humphreys,  W.  G.  George  (the  one  mile 
record  holder),  J.  Deplidge,  Lionel  Richardson,  Fred 
Clarke,  "Daddy"  Pardoe,  L.  Richards,  C.  Fotch,  J. 
Beck,  J.  Tudor  Davies,  R.  Richardson,  Walter  Arm- 
strong, J.  Brooks,  P.  P.  Turner,  A.  Hanson,  Herbert 
Hunn,  Archie  Sinclair,  Charlie  Davies  (Black  Dog), 
W.  E.  Gale,  H.  Young,  Sam  Piggott,  N.  Piggott, 
Victor  Mansell,  A.  Parsons,  Luke  Hall,  H.  Hartley, 
E.  Walsh,  etc.  At  the  close  of  the  dinner,  admirably 
served  by  Host  Brooks,  the  chairman  gave  "  The  King 
and  Royal  Family,"  which  having  been  duly  honoured, 
Mr.  L.  E.  Lumiey  played  a  pleasing  overture,  and 
then  Mr.  J.  P.  Turner  gave  "The  Old  Grey  Fox," 
following  which  came  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  Our 
Guest."  Tnis  was  proposed  in  very  happy  and  appro- 
priate fashion  by  the  chairman,  who  in  doing  so 
presented  Mr.  Richardson  with  a  specially-designed 
silver  cigarette  case.  During  the  evening  Mr.  G.  C. 
Lindsay  read  some  verses  composed  tor  the  occasion 
by  that  well-known  wrestler,  "  Gilnockie,"  which  are 
here  reproduced : 

Me.  S.  J.  Richaedson's  Diamond  -Jubilee. 
In  youth's  bright  morn  he   chose    the    sea,  and 

ploughed  the  mighty  main. 
But  "Tarry  Breeks "  and  handspikes  now  no  more 

his  fingers  stain. 
Ah  !  six  decades  have  fled  and  gone  since  first  he  saw 

the  light. 

Yes,  sixty  long  and  toilsome  years  have  crowned  his 

genius  bright. 
Yet  still  the  Sea  Dogs'  quips  and  cranks  are  with 

him  in  galore. 
And  as  a  gay  and  social  wight  he  whacks  them  all 

the  more. 

A  many  sided  man  is  he,  a  staunch  good  friend 
and  true, 

He'd  "  help  a  lame  dog  o'er  the  style,"  we  all  give 

Steve  his  due. 
One  glance  at  his  physog  proves  him  a  jester  from 

his  birth. 

While  his  capacious  cranium  brims  o'er  with  teeming 
mirth. 

Ho !  raise  the  sparkling  goblet  high  filled  to  the 

"  studded  brim," 
And  drink  to  Steve  with  three  times  three  with 

overwhelming  vim. 

Up  with  a  stave  to  Stephen  John  who  with  "  Cigar 
and  song  " 

Among  the  jolliest  fellows  bold  has  aye  careered 
along. 

Then  each  athlete  gave  one  loud  cheer  and  shouted 

Stephen's  name. 
From  trumpet  tongues  came  ringing  forth  the  echoes 

of  his  fame. 

And  'mongst  that  festive  company  unfettered,  stout 
and  free 

Were  brightest  dream  of  bygone  "  meets  "  on  Stephen's 
Jubilee. 

Gilnockie. 


2lotc5  from  ^orll). 

PiKK  fishing  does  not  exist  in  the  North  during  the 
winter  as  it  does  in  the  South.  When  the  salmon 
season  closes  everything  else  in  the  piscatorial  line 
closes  with  it.  Yet  there  are  pike  streams  and  lakes 
innumerable,  and  no  law  against  pike  fishing. 


The  Loch  of  Skene,  the  Loch  of  Aboyne,  the  Loch 
of  Kinnord,  in  the  Valley  of  the  Dee,  all  hold  pike, 
while  the  Dee  itself,  to  say  nothing  of  the  Don,  would 
be  the  better  to  be  rid  of  the  voracious  brutes  at  any 
cost.  They  would  eat  nice  just  now,  and  afford  a 
capital  bit  of  sport. 


Cod-liver  oil  has  gone  up  ten  per  cent,  in  price  this 
season.  That  in  itself  may  not  be  of  much  interest  to 
anglers,  but  the  following  may :  "  Mr.  William 
Shanloy  is  making  experiments  with  the  liver  of  the 
coalfish  for  medicinal  and  trade  purposes."  If  Mr. 
Shanley,  or  any  other  expert,  can— either  for  his  liver 
or  otherwise— make  the  coalfish  more  marketable  and 
so  reduce  his  numbers,  the  worst  enemy  of  young 
S.  solar  and  S.  irutta  will  soon  receive  his  quietus. 
Meantime  he  is  not  worth  the  trouble  of  catching,  and 
is  not  only  a  pest,  but  threatens  to  be  a  veritable  plague. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-six  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  of  the  corps  of  Lovat's  Scouts 
left  Inverness  on  Dec.  1  i-n  route  for  the  Royal  Albert 
Docks,  London,  where  they  were  emb  rked  for  South 
Africa.  They  are  a  fine  body  of  men,  and  include  not 
a  few  tried  gillies  and  keepers  from  the  surrounding 
country.  Sergeant  Blacklaws  returns  with  them  to 
his  former  scenes  of  action. 


Mr.  Robertson, (Glasgow,  who  acquired  the  sporting 
estate  of  Craigmyle,  has  just  taken  up  his  residence 
there,  with  his  wife  and  family.  The  Bettie  Bum,  a 
fine  trouting  stream,  runs  through  the  property,  which 
is  otherwise  very  desirable. 


Mr.  Henry  Mitchell,  Inverkeith' House,  Callander, 
has  purchased  the  estate  of  Leddach,  Kinellar,  for 
£15,000.  The  Kinellar  Burn  is  a  fine  trouting  stream 
running  into  the  Don.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  an  expert 
angler,  and  one  of  the  first  shots  of  the  day. 

Mr.  McNicoll,  Sandside,  has  beenlvery  successful  in 
impounding  salmon  for  striping  purposes  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn.  He  has  made  some  novel 
observations  which  in  due  time  will  see  the  light. 
Meantime,  we  shall  not  anticipate  his  work  which  will 
be  all  the  better  at  first  hand. 


Last  week  the  grave  closed  over  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Peter  Bowie,  for  nigh  half  a  century  head  keeper  to  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly  in  the  Forest  of  Birse.  Peter  was 
a  general  favourite  with  the  many  shooting  and  fishing 
tenants  who  came  and  went  to  Huntly  Lodge,  and 
always  knew  the  right  spot  to  put  them  on  to  a  fish. 


Mr.  Bowie  was  a  bit  of  a  character  in  his  way,  and 
although  always  respectful  yet  kept  his  own  ground 
with  gentle  and  simple  alike.  Having  trapped  a 
golden  eagle  in  the  forest  he  brought  him  home,  and 
tied  him  up  in  an  outhouse  as  a  curiosity. 
The  eagle,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  the  Glen  Tana 
Eyrie,  and  Sir  William  Brooks,  who  heard  of  the 
capture,  ordered  the  bird  to  be  set  at  liberty.  But 
Sir  William  was  not  Bowie's  master,  and  Peter 
peremptorily  refused.  The  powers  that  be  were  tried 
in  vain  to  move  the  obdurate  Peter,  who  stuck  to  the 
eagle  for  some  months,  and  then  he  let  him  off  of  his 
own  accord.   

Mr.  Duncan  Mackenzie,  who  has  been  head-keeper 
at  Glen  Tana  for  some  twenty-five  years,  has  just 
retired  from  active  duty  and  is  to  spend  the  evening 
of  his  days  in  his  native  glen  in  Ross-shire.  Duncan 
has  probably  met  with  more  sportsmen  in  his  day  than 
any  other  keeper  of  his  years  in  the  north. 


Mr.  Alexr.  Forbes,  Glenbuoket,  Donside,'  was  pre- 
sented with  a  public  testimonial  on  his  leaving  for 
America  to  take  up  the  duties  of  farming  there.  Mr. 
Forbes  has  been  keeper  at  Tomboeck  for  many  years, 
and  all  these  years  never  had  a  quarrel  with  one  of  his 
tenants  or  neighbours.  Would  that  other  keepers 
were  always  as  well  liked. 

A  character  known  in  Aberdeen  as  the  "Sparrow" 
is  a  veritable  terror  to  the  watchers  both  on  the  Dee 
and  Don.  Last  week  the  "  Sparrow "  was  up  for 
assault  on  a  river  watcher  at  the  Muggiemoss  Pool  on 
the  Don  who  tried  to  arrest  him,  as  he  had  a  salmon 
in  his  possession. 


This  being  his  twentieth  conviction  the  Sheriff  sent 
him  to  prison  for  sixty  days  without  the  option  of  a  fine, 
so  the  "  Sparrow"  is  meantime  caged  at  Craiginohes 
till  after  the  new  year.  He  will  be  out  in  due  time  for 
the  opening  of  the  salmon  season  on  Feb.  11. 

Special  Scotch. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday,  Dec.  4,  C.  O.  Minchin,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair,  the  committee  varied  the  usual  practice  of  the 
society,  of  holding  a  meeting  of  members  on  Wednes- 
day evenings  for  the  consideration  and  discussion  of 
matters  concerning  fish  and  fishing,  by  setting  on 
one  side  all  business,  and  accepting  the  offer  of  a 
member,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  to  provide  a  lantern 
entertainment.  This  was  most  successfully  done  in 
the  Alpha  Room  at  Fra^-cati's,  and  owing,  no  doubt, 
partly  to  the  attractiveness  of  a  "  ladies'  night," 
the  first  one  held  by  the  way  in  the  society's  history, 
and  partly  also  to  the  popularity  of  the  entertainers, 
some  200  members,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  taking 
interest  in  fishing  and  fish  lore,  assembled  expectant 
at  8  p.m,,  and  they  were  gratified.  In  the  first 
portion  of  the  entertainment,  intituled  "  Round  the 
Coast  with  a  Camera,"  picture  after  picture,  aptly 
chosen  to  interest  and  instruct,  was  thrown  upon  the 
screen,  illustrating  in  remarkable  detail  the  locale  of 
various  sea-fisheries  (Leigh,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth, 
Deal,  Hastings  and  stations  on  the  Cornish  coast), 
the  kind  of  man  the  fisherman  is,  the  boat-,  the  gear, 
1  he  nets, the  various  processes  of  not  alone  the  catching, 
but  the  handling,  landing,  sale,  curing  and  packing  of 
the  finny  spoil,  and  of  the  men  who  do  these  things, 
and  "  Because  things  seen  are  mightier  than  things ; 
heard,"  a  grasp  of  the  subject  was  obtained  by  those 
present  that  no  amount  of  lecturing  -would  have 
afforded.  To  disciimiuate,  where  all  was  good,  was 
difficult,  but  the  recognition  by  those  preserit  of 
individual  members  of  the  groups  portrayed,  and 
some  excellent  studies  in  the  portraiture  of  fishermen 
old  and  young,  rugged  faced,  and  full  of  character, 
many  of  them  men  who  had  done  things  bravely 
and  well  and  had  not  been  forgotten,  was  a  sound 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  show.  The  kind 
of  wife  the  fisherman  had  and  his  children  were 
there  also,  and  shown  with  a  delicacy  and  skill 
not  usually  found  in  the  work  of  the  "  snapshot " 
artist.  The  pictures  of  fishing-boats  singly  and  in 
groups  all  showed  artistic  elegance  and  artistic  choice 
and  the  scenes  of  beach,  r  ver,  and  port  proved  to  the 
full  that  art  in  photography  is  not  the  impossibility 
that  some  have  said  it  is.  The  first  portion  of  the 
entertainment  fitly  closed  with  the  picture  of  a 
group  of  fishermen  "  Resting  when  the  day's  work 
is  done."  After  a  short  interval  came  the  second 
portion  in  deference  to  the  ladies',  children's,  our 
own  and  other  people's,  mostly  sea-side,  studies, 
and  affording  much  amusement — studies  of  th§ 
youngest  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.  being  greeted 
in  a  manner  that  must  have  gratified  the  entertainer 
and  Mrs,  Hussey,  his  parents.  Finally,  some  mar- 
vellous photographs  of  meteorological  effects,  moon- 
light, clouds  and  sea  and  beach  charmed  all  present, 
and  a  useful,  instructive,  and  quietly  amusing  evening 
was  brought  to  a  close  by  a  vote  of  thanks,  cariitd  by 
acclamation,  to  Mr,  Hussey  and  Mrs.  Hussey  for  their 
kind  and  successful  efforts.  The  change  of  slide  had 
been  in  every  case  notified  by  the  former  in  very  brief 
and  well-chosen  terms,  and  he -never  once  broke  out  as 
the  lecturer,  a  most  thoughtful  proceeding  on  his  part. 
The  manipulation  of  lamp  and  lantern  by  Mrs. 
Hussey  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Mr.  Hussey, 
in  a  few  words,  thanked,  on  his  own  and  Mrs. 
Hussey's  behalf,  the  members  for  their  kind 
vote  of  thanks,  and  assured  them  that  he  and  his 
lantern  should  be  always  at  the  society's  disposal. 
It  was  announced  that  a  smoking  concert  had  been 
arranged  for  Wednesday,  December  11,  commencing 
punctually  at  eight  o'clock  ;  that  an  excellent  enter- 
tainment had  been  arranged,  and  the  Pillar  Room  at 
Frascati's  secured.  Members  and  their  friends  were 
cordially  invited  to  attend.  The  "  Sarcelle  "  Challenge 
Cup  and  Medals  for  the  Specimen  Fish  Competition, 
1900-1901,  will  then  be  presented  to  the  winners,  and 
the  adjudication  by  the  committee  of  the  prizes  won 
at  the  recent  competition  at  Deal  will  be  announced — 
the  statements  under  this  head  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers having  been  premature.  The  number  of  entries 
tiad  also  been  inaccurately  given  as  167  instead  of  165, 
of  whom  126  competed  as  against  111  last  year. 

W.  H.  W  Gbove,  Secretary. 


URESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


At  the  usual  weekly  meeting,  held  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  3,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
There  happened  to  be  very  little  business,  so  there 
was  more  time  to  devote  attention  to  one  of  the 
grandest  shows  of  fish  ever  placed  on  the  society's 
trays.  Mr,  S,  H.  Meyers  brought  up  two  pike  captured 
that  day,  the  largest  weighing  271b.  6^oz.,  the  other 
weighing  161b.  14oz,,  the  extreme  length  of  the  larger 
fish  being  45J  inches,  fork  to  eye,  36  inches,  girth,  22J 
inches;  the  other  SSj  inches,  31  inches  and  19^  inches 
respectively,  two  very  handsome  fish  of  fifteen  captured, 
others  being  one  of  91b., I  wo  of  bib,,  two  of  4  J  lb.,  and  so  on. 
These  fish  were. taken  with  single  salmon  gut,  which 
was  shown.    Mr.  Gray  showed  some  good  chub  and 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO   LONDON  ANGLERS  BY   PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ABINGPON,  B,  Berks,  61  ;  6s.  5d. 

Adpi.kstonk  (Wey),  D,  Siin-ey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 

Althornr  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 

AMBEKLEY  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  .Os.  Sd.,  bi  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 

Amersham  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  2.31 ;  2s.  3d. 

AjiPTHiLL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 

Akdi.eigh  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  66  ;  4s.  9d. 

Arlesey  (lYel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  .3s.  lid. 

ASHl'RST  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d. 

ACDLEY  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  6Jd. 

Aylesbury  (Tliame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  3s.  8d. 

Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse)  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 

Battle.sbkidge  (Crouch),  A,  Esse.x,  29  ;  2s.  4id. 

Bedford  (duse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 

Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s.  lid. 

Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 

Billericay  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s. 

Billinohurst  (Arun),  F,  Su.5sex,  44  ;  4s.  8d. 

Bishop's  Storteord  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s.  7d. 

Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  did. 

Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46| ;  4s.  lid. 

Blpnham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 

Bluntisham  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74  ;  5s.  2d. 

BOTIISHAM,  A,  Cambs,  61J  ;  5s.  lid. 

Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28i  ;  3s. 

Bo.X  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22i  ;  2s.  8d. 

BOXMOOK  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  244  ;  2s.  6d. 

Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd. 

Bkacohing  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  30}  ;  2s.  lid. 

Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  S6i ;  7s.  3id. 

Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Broxbourne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  6d. 

Buntingpord  (Rib),  Herts,  33i  ;  2s.  lid. 

BUKES  (Stour),  A,  .Suffolk,  54  ;  4s.  61d. 

Bdrnham-on-Crouch,  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  .3d. 

Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77^  ;  6s.  6d. 

Burnt  Mh,\.  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is.  ll^d. 

Bushey  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d. 

Bypleet  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21i  ;  2s.  3d. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  66i ; 
4s.  11  id. 

Chalfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22  ;  2s. 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5Ui  ;  4s.  21d. 
Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29J  ;  2s.  6id. 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  22| ;  2s.  4d. 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s.  5d. 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts.  14}  ;  Is.  2d. 
Chiowell  Lane  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  Is.  14d. 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  ;  2s.  8d. 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48i  ;  5s.  Id. 
C'HORIBY  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48{  ;  5s.  Id. 
Chorley  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18f ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  5l|  ;  4s.  4jd. 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  57i  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16i  ;  Is.  8d. 
CooKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25i  ;  2s.  lOd. 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  oS. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street). 

Great  Western  (Paildington). 

South   Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge 

and  New  Cross). 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


E.  Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

F.  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

G.  Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

H.  North-Western  (Euston). 

I.  Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis. 
CULliAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s.  lOd. 
Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s.  3d. 
DoiiiviN(i  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d. 
DowNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86i  ;  '7s.  3d. 
Eap.itii  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  5s.  4d. 
Eai!Ls\V(i(jii  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21}  ;  2s. 
East  Gisinstead  (.Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  3s.  6d. 
East  F'ARLEIGH  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s.  . 
Edenbridge  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21  ;  2s.  3d. 
Elsthee  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  3s.  O.fd. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70i  ;  5s.  Hid 
Enfield  Look  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Epi'INO  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5id. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14*  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Croucli),  A,  Essex,  .35  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Fittleworth  (Arun),  F,  52  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40 ;  4s.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
Fulwell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  123  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
Gocdhorst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s 
Gt.  Che.STERFORD  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOjd. 
Great  M'arlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missbnden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29;  2s.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76|:  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28} ;  3s.  2d. 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A.  Norfolk,  138;  10s. 
Hadiiam  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D.  Middlesex,  14i  ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  144  ;  Is.  3d. 
H ARLINGTON  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26J  ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27i  ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  3s.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  l7i ;  Is.  lOd. 
HATFlELDPEVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  4s. 
Hevbr  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d. 
Hkrtford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  244  ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Bahnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  II4  ;  Is. 
HiLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
HOKLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORSMONDEN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 


HORSTKD  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  38} ;  38.  lOd. 

Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
!  Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
;  Hythk,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

IRCHESTER  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  68.  5d. 

Kblvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  7d. 

King  s  Langlby  (Canal),  U,  Herts,  21 ;  23.  2d. 

Kingston  (Tliames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 

Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  lljd. 

Langford   Hall   Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 
Essex,  44  ;  .3s.  3}d.   (Change  at  Witliam.) 

Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 

Leaqrave  (Lea),  G,  Be<ls,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 

Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 

LEIGHTON  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 

Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  .50  ;  5s.  2d. 

Linofield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  23.  8d. 

Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Camlxs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 

Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  5s.  2Jd. 

LOUGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 

Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 

Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  244  ;  2s.  6d. 

Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  .3s.  3d. 

Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 

Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s.  0}d. 

March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 

Mardooks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23 ;  2s. 

Marks  TeY  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 

Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 

Midhurst  (Rother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 

Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  63.  4}d. 

MoULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  ,5s.  Id. 

New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 

Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42i  ;  3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 

North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  19}  ;  Is.  8d. 

Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52i  ;  5s.  4d. 

OFFORD  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  5s.  lOd. 

OnGar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 

OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 

Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31}  ;  43. 

Panqbournk  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 

Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 

Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 

Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 

PULBOROUGH  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 
Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 

Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 

RaDLBY,  B,  Berks,  58}  ;  6s  2d 

Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 

Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 


RiCKMANSwoitTH  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9<I. 
Koydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22} ;  Is.  9d. 
RUDOWICK  (Arun),  K,  Sussex,  44  ;  49.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  Os.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Nkots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51i  ;  .5s.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48.  7d. 
HAWBRlD<inw(pRrH  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  28.  3jd. 
Sblham  (Rother),  F,  Sussex,  .58  ;  .5a.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41  ;  38.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  .55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs.  .55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  U,  Middlesex,  18};  28. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  35}  ;  38.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  is.  lid. 
Southminstur,  a,  Essex,  40 ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19} ;  28. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  23.  6}d. 
STANSTKAD  (Stort),  A,  Essfcx,  .•J3  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  38.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58}  ;  4s.  ll}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  1),  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8tl. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47} ;  4s.  Ud. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16 ;  Is.  3jd. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  3s. 
Tilehurst  ('I'hames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  48.  Id. 
ToNBRlDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TwvKORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31  ;  3s.  3d. 
(JXBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23 ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltha.m  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  Ud. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeaoh  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Waterinobury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  40;  48. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  .33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  18.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  9}d. 
W^eybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  2d. 
Wick  FORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  2d. 
WiDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  A,  Esse.x,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Sun'ey,  24}  ; 
2s.  6d. 

WoODHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7U. 
Wbaysbury  (Thms.&  Colne),  L>,Bucks,  21};2s.3d. 
Wroxhaji  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  Us. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  Us. 


roach,  and  another  member  a  tray  of  roach,  etc.,  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  reported  having 
been  successful  pike  fishing,  taking  one  fish  of 
141b.  lOoz.  (the  head  of  which  was  shown),  another  of 
91b.,  and  smaller  fish.  Other  reports  of  successes 
were  :  Mr.  Buckingham,  some  very  good  dabs  from 
off  Southend;  Mr.  Gibson,  three  score  very  good 
whiting  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Deal ;  Mr. 
Woodruff  and  Mr.  Hicks,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Marshall, 
codling,  etc.,  from  Deal.  The  sprat  are  said  to 
have  made  their  way  down  Channel  outside 
the  sand  bank,  numbers  having  been  captured  off 
Dungeness,  so  the  prospects  of  cod  fishing  this  year  at 
Deal  are  not  bright.  On  Tuesday  next  (Dec.  10)  there 
will  be  an  entertainment  with  a  graphaphone  ;  the 
machine  and  records  will  be  supplied  by  the  Columbia 
Phonograph  Company.  Ladies  are  invited,  and  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  of  members  and  their  friends  at 
eight  o'clock.  J.  H.  Walkeb. 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  T.  p.  Waed  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Deo.  4.  A  favourable  estimate  was  submitted  and 
accepted  for  the  oak  case  and  stand  for  the  club  scales. 
Members  are  particularly  reminded  that "  pink  permit  s 
for  pale  piscators  "  are  no  longer  available  for  the  club 
fishery.  Very  few  members  have  been  out  since  last 
report.  Mr.  T.  F.  Ward  records  the  best  results  with 
dace,  ll|oz.,  lOoz.,  and  lOoz. ;  roach  up  to  IJlb. ;  and 
small  chub.  Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  had  thirteen  chub, 
but  none  over  31b.,  a  number  of  roach,  and  some  fair 
perch.  All  the  above  were  from  the  Kennet.  Mr.  J. 
Parsons  has  taken  roach  from  the  Thames.     G.  W. 


HOLLOWAY'S  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Much  watchfulness 
must  be  exercised  at  all  times,  and  the  earliest  evidences  of  ill 
health  must  be  immediately  checked,  or  a  slight  illness  may 
result  in  a  serious  malady.  Relaxed  and  sore  throat,  diphtheria 
quinsy,  coughs,  chiYin.c  cough,  bronchitis,  and  most  other 
pulmonary  affections  will  be  relieved  by  rubbing  this  coolino- 
Ointment  into  the  skin  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  seat  of 
mischief.  This  treatment,  so  simple  and  effective,  is  admirably 
adapted  f'lr  the  removal  of  the  diseases  during  infancy  and 
youth.  Old  asthmatic  invalids  will  derive  marvellous  relief 
from  the  use  of  Holloway's  remedies,  which  have  brought  round 
many  such  sufferers,  and  re-established  health  after  every  other 
other  means  had  signally  failed. 


THAMES  ANG  LEES'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 


At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  (Dec.  3),  at  the 
committee  rooms,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim-crescent, 
Notiing-hill,  we  elected  several  new  members  on  the 
committee,  and  received  with  regret  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Albert  Derry.  The  secretary  has  been  requested 
to  send  postcards  to  the  forty-two  clubs  which  have 
not  yet  returned  money  or  programmes  for  the 
"Andrews"  Defence  Fund  concert,  as  we  wish,  if 
possible,  to  clear  the  matter  up  by  our  next  meeting 
night,  Tuesday  (Dec.  10).  Will  all  members  please 
attend  on  that  date  to  discuss  the  printing  of  our 
committee  list  and  leaflets.  C.  Ohaplais,  Hon.  Sec. 


REDUCED  FARES  TO  ANGLERS. 


The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  have  notified 
that  they  have  granted  the  request  made  in  August 
last,  and  will,  on  and  from  Jan.  1,  1902,  issue  tickets, 
3rd  class  anglers'  fares,  from  Southall,  West  Drayton, 
and  Uxbridge,  to  the  following  stations,  at  the  fares 
indicated : — 


To- 


Southall 


From — 
West  Drayton 


Uxbridge 


s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

Uxbridge   

..  1 

0 

Colnbrook   

..  1 

0 

Langley  

..  1 

0 

Staines  

..  1 

0 

1  0 

1 

0 

Slough  

..  1 

0 

1 

0 

Windsor  

..  1 

4 

1  0 

1 

2 

Taplow  

..  1 

6 

1  0 

1 

3 

Maidenhead  

..  1 

7 

1  2 

1 

5 

Cookham   

..  1 

11 

1  6 

1 

9 

Bourne  End  

..  2 

1 

1  8 

1 

11 

Marlow  

..  2 

4 

1  11 

2 

2 

Twyford  

..  2 

4 

1  11 

2 

2 

Shiplake   

..  2 

7 

2  2 

2 

5 

Reading   

..  2 

10 

2  5 

2 

8 

Thatcham   

..  4 

3 

3  10 

4 

1 

Wargrave   

2 

6 

2  1 

2 

5 

Henley-on-Thames 

2 

10 

2  5 

2 

8 

Tilehurst   

.'.  8 

1 

2  8 

2 

11 

Pangbourne   

..  3 

5 

3  0 

3 

3 

Goring  

..  3 

9 

3  4 

3 

7 

Cholsey  

..  4 

2 

3  8 

4 

0 

Gulham  

..  4 

11 

4  6 

4 

9 

Radley  

..  5 

2 

4  9 

5 

0 

Abingdon   

..  5 

5 

5  0 

5 

4 

THE  BRADFORD  TOTAL  ABSTINENCE 
ANGLING  CLUB,  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  was  held  at  the 
Temperance  Hall,  Grey  Mare  Lane,  on  Nov.  25.  The 
balance  sheet  for  the  past  year,  together  with  the 
auditor's  report,  was  submitted,  and  it  was  unanimously 
decided  to  carry  the  balance,  which  was  a  very  substantial 
one,  forward.  The  juvenile  section  of  the  club  is  also  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition,  having  twenty-five  financial 
members  on  the  books  and  a  good  balance  to  carry 
forward.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  adult  club 
resulted  as  follows :  Mr.  Wray,  president ;  Mr.  T. 
Davies,  vice-president ;  Mr.  D.  Malcolm,  treasurer ; 
Mr.  G.  Hill,  secretary.  The  retiring  committee 
were  re-elected.  Juvenile  section;  Mr.  R.  Lan- 
caster, president ;  Mr.  W.  Darby,  vice-president ;  Mr. 
D.  Malcolm,  treasurer;  Mr.  J.  Shatwell,  secretary. 
The  chairman  having  made  reference  to  the  fast 
increasing  list  of  members,  which  proved  the  club 
to  be  sixty-four  strong,  speaks  for  itself  the  success 
expected  during  next  season.  The  meeting  was  ably 
conducted  by  the  president,  Mr.  Wray,  to  whom  a 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded. 

J.  E.  Dawler. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65  and  56 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

3,846.    Fishing    stockings,    diving     dresses,     et  c. 

Patentees  :  Mr.  R.  W.  Stewart  (trading  as 
Scottish  Central  Rubber  Co.),  and  Mr.  L. 
Collins,  Elgin  Mills,  Dunfermline,  Fife. 
Relates  to  fishing  stockings,  waders,  trousers, 
diving  dresses,  and  like  garments  made  of 
waterproof  material,  and  consists  in  making 
them  by  winding  long  strips  of  waterproof 
fabric  in  convohitions  after  the  fashion  of 
puttees  around  a  lay  figure  or  mandrel. 

14,266.  Preserving  fish.  Patentee  :  Mr.  M.  Ekenberg, 
18,  Vestra  Hamnagatan,  Gotelborg,  Sweden. 
Fish,  especially  those  rich  in  oil,  are  pre- 
served in  their  own  oil.  The  fish,  after 
cleaning,  washing,  and  removing  the  wash- 
ing material,  are  dried  by  heating  to  remove 
a  portion  of  the  water  contained  in  the 
flesh,  and  are  placed  in  suitable  receptacles, 
which  are  then  hermetically  sealed  and 
heated  under  pressure. 
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pollings  bp  tl)e  pap. 

The  Alpha  Room  at  the  Frascati  (Oxford-street), 
was  full  to  overflowing  on  Wednesday  evening 
(Dec.  4),  the  occasion  being  a  lantern  lecture  by 
Mr.  Charles  Hussey  (of  Walmer),  entitled  "  Round 
the  Coast  with  a  Camera."  Ladies  were  invited,  and 
ladies  responded  cordially.  Nearly  two  hundred 
members  and  friends  were  present.  Mrs.  Hussey 
skilfully  manipulated  the  lantern,  and  the  lecturer, 
in  his  own  inimitable  and  happy  way,  described  the 
pictures  as  they  appeared  in  rapid  succession,  his 
witty  remarks  frequently  causing  something  more 
than  a  "  ripple    of  laughter. 


'  i  The  Lychnobite  annual  dinner,  fixed  to  take  place 
to-night  (Dec.  7)  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham- 
court-road,  bids  fair  to  be  a  great  success.  Covers  will 
be  lifted  at  six  o'clock  sharp,  and  Secretary  Ransom 
hopes  that  members  and  friends  will  be  punctual  to 
time.  After  dinner  the  distribution  of  prizes  will  be 
followed  by  a  concert,  when,  judging  from  previous 
"  annuals,"  the  talent  will  be  of  the  very  best. 
Mr.  Louis  Chaplais  will  occupy. the  vice-chair. 


By  the  way,  although  there  are  many  occupations 
whiph  necessitate  "night-work,"  the  word  "Lych- 
nobite" is  more  appropriate  to  the  printing  and 
publishing  world.  Hence  the  title  of  an  angling 
society  which  is  composed  chiefly  of  members  of  the 
printing  profession.  This  is  how  it  pans  out  :— 
Lychnobite.— Ai/xfos  (lychnos— /iA'-jios)— a  candle,  a 
lamp  'hence.  Eng.,  a  Unk~\.  0ios—hfe,  food,  provision 
(or,  means  of  life,  livelihood,  course  of  life,  property). 
Therefore,  a  lychnobite  means  one  who  earns  his  living 
by  night — when  a  lamp  is  needed. 


On  Wednesday  evening  next,  Dec.  11,  at  the  B.S.A.S., 
Restaurant  Frascati,  the  presentation  will  be  made  of 
the  "Sarcelle"  cup  and  prize  medals.  There  will 
also  be  a  smoking  concert.  When  it  is  stated  that 
Messrs.  E.  M.  Mallett  and  C.  W.  Glassingt  on  are 
responsible  for  the  talent  it  simply  means  that  at 
8  o'clock  the  room  will  be  full.    Visitors  are  invited. 

The  secretaries  of  the  Anglers'  and  Central  Asso- 
ciations have  sent  a  list  of  reduced  fares  to  anglers 
granted  by  the  Great  Western  Railway,  which  will  be 
found  in  another  column. 


The  next  meeting  of  the  Gresham  Anglers,  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  will  be  on  Dec.  10,  when  there  will 
be  an  entertainment  with  a  graphaphone.  Ladies  are 
invited,  and  if  they  attend  in  such  force  as  on  the 
occasion  of  Mr.  Hussey 's  lantern  lecture  at  the 
Frascati,  on  Wednesday  last,  it  simply  means  that  all 
who  want  seats  must  "  come  early." 


Only  recently  some  fine  takes  of  fish  were  recorded 
as  captured  from  Frensham  Pond,  near  Farnham, 
Surrey.  On  Dec.  2  Mr.  P.  E.  Davis  lauded  a  pike  of 
151b.,  measuring  37in.,  in  splendid  condition.  Mr.  F. 
Williams,  of  10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C.,  is  setting 
it  up.  He  also  has  a  pike  of  lO^lb.  to  "case,"  taken 
from  a  lake  in  Sussex  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Cockburn.  I  hear 
that  "fish  seem  to  be  on  feed  all  over  Frensham  Pond." 
I  must  really  go  after  that  .33-pounder,  which  has 
been  seen,  and  "  marked,"  I  learn. 


Mb.  Robert  Grawshay,  the  last  of  the  iron  kings 
of  Cyfarthfa,  says  the  Western  Mail,  was  a  noted 
angler.  He  went  one  day  alone  into  the  Neath 
district  and  began  fishing  in  preserved  water.  He  was 
always  somewhat  negligent  as  to  dress,  and  he  was 
pounced  upon  by  a  local  policeman  and  taken  to  the 
station.  Mr.  Grawshay  was  very  indifferent  about  the 
matter  and  made  no  complaint.  When  the  prisoner 
was  getting  ready  for  the  cell,  the  policeman,  a  young 
hand,  said,  "  What  is  your  name— you  will  go  before 
the  bench  in  the  morning?"  "Robert  Grawshay,  of 
Cyfarthfa,"  said  the  prisoner,  adding,  "What  bail  do 
you  want  ?  "  The  policeman,  staring  wildly  in  alarm, 
walked  rapidly  to  the  door,  and  opening  it  wide,  cried 
out,  "  Here,  you  had  better  go  I  "  and  was  only  relieved 
when  he  saw  his  capture  making  tracks  for  home. 
Mr.  Crawshay  used  to  tell  the  story  in  great  glee. 


Some  people  get  on  all  right  if  they  should 
"happen"  to  make  a  mistake,  I  — I  mean  a 
"  friend  "—once  made  a  "  mistake,"  and  climbed  over  a 
locked  gate,  because  he  thought  it  looked  a  bit  more 
"fishy"  on  that  side.  It  was  ;  and  a  man  and  a  dog 
sampled  the  spoils.  The  "  friend  "  asked  the  bailiff  to 
take  away  that  bawb— I  mean  that  dawg— and  he 
would  go  quietly  to  the  squire  and  narrate  how  the 
"  accident  "  occurred.  He  went ;  squire  had  the  fish  ; 
bailiff  had  something ;  dog  had  ditto  (but  I  shall  not 
say  what).  When  leaving  the  awful  presence  of  the 
squire,  and  after  sampling  his  home-brewed  ale,  I  I 


mean  my  friend— was  asked  to  come  again  whenever 
he  liked,  as  he  really  did  not  know  his  water  contained 
such  lovely  fish  !  My  "  friend  "  has  had  some  more 
"  lovely  fish  "  from  the  same  place — and  the  dawg  is 
as  friendly  as  the  squire.  Moral :  Always  be  kind  to 
dumb  animals,  even  though  you  may  have  to  kick 
them  occasionally. 


Me.  Bambkidge,  of  Eton,  writes: — "I  see  your 
footnote  re  the  diver.  About  a  fortnight  ago,  whilst 
spinning  with  a  sprat  at  Aston, -below  Henley,  I  had 
made  a  cast,  and  was  looking  at  my  sprat  as  it  was 
passing  through  the  water  about  five  yards  beyond  the 
till  of  my  punt,  when  a  kingfisher  shot  out  of  a  bough, 
and  deliberately  dived  for  the  sprat  bat  missed  it.  As 
I  was  most  intently  watching  the  sprat,  I  have  no 
shadow  of  a  doubt  about  it.  In  fact,  I  was  surprised 
to  think  a  kingfisher  should  be  so  near  me."  [Why, 
Mr.  Hewlett  has  them  on  his  roach  pole !] 


"Baiting  the  badger"  with  terriers  is  one  of  the 
old  customs  that  have  happily  (writes  "Rus.")  gone 
by  the  board,  though  many,  many  a  little  pug  came 
off  second  best  in  the  attempt  to  "  draw  "  Mr.  B.  from 
out  of  his  tub  or  barrel.  No  less  than  three  badgers 
were  taken  alive  a  fsw  years  ago  from  the  woods  in 
Hamstead  Norris,  the  parish  in  which  the  formerly 
better  knowii  Yeomen  family  of  the  Lousleys  still  till 
the  paternal  acres.  Cock  fighting  with  silver  spurs  is 
another  old  English  sport  that  if  practised  must  be  on 
the  strict  Q.  T.  ;  not  that  gamecocks  won't  fight  of 
their  own  accord  if  there  are  two  in  a  yard.  One  must 
conquer  the  other,  and  there  will  be  no  peace  until 
the  feud  is  settled  once  and  for  all. 


The  Cod  Fisher. 
Wheee  leap  the  long  Atlantic  swells. 

In  foam-streaked  stretch  of  hill  and  dale. 
Where  shrill  the  north  wind  demon  yells. 

And  fiings  the  spindrift  down  the  gale  ; 
Where,  beaten  'gainst  the  bending  mast, 

The  frozen  raindrop  clings  and  cleaves, 
With  steadfast  front  for  calm  or  blast 

His  battered  schooner  rocks  and  heaves. 
To  some  the  gain,  to  some  the  -loss  ; 

To  each  the  chance,  the  risk,  the  fight ; 
For  men  must  die  that  men  may  live — 

Lord,  may  we  steer  our  course  aright  ! 
The  dripping  deck  beneath  him  reels, 

The  flooded  scuppers  spout  the  brine ; 
He  heeds  them  not,  he  only  feels 

The  tugging  of  a  tightened  line. 

The  grim  white  sea-fog  o'er  him  throws 

Its  clammy  curtain,  damp  and  cold  ; 
He  minds  it  not — his  work  he  knows; 

'Tis  but  to  fill  an  empty  hold. 
Oft,  driven  through  the  night's  blind  wrack. 

He  feels  the  dread  berg's  ghastly  breath, 
Or  hears  draw  nigh,  through  walls  of  black, 

A  throbbing  engine  chanting  death. 

But,  with  a  calm,  unwrinkled  brow, 

He  fronts  them,  grim  and  undismayed. 
For  storm  and  ice  and  liner's  bow — 

These  are  but  chances  of  the  trade. 
Yet  well  he  knows,  where'er  it  be — 

On  low  Cape  Cod  or  bluff  Cape  Ann — 
With  straining  eyes  that  search  the  sea 

A  watching  woman  waits  her  man. 
He  knows  it,  and  his  love  is  deep. 

But  work  is  work,  and  bread  is  bread; 
And  though  men  drown  and  women  weep, 

The  hungry  thousands  must  be  fed. 
To  some  the  gain,  to  some  the  loss; 

To  each  his  chance,  the  game  with  Pate; 
For  men  must  die  that  men  may  live — 

Dear  Lord,  be  kind  to  those  who  wait  I 

— Harper's  Weekly. 


Overheard  at  Westminster:  "I  say,  Bill,  that 
bloomin'  bird  ain't  no  auk— that's  a  heagle  I  "  "  Gam  I 
Think  I  don't  know  the  difference  'tween  a  nawk  an'  a 
neagle  ?  " 


Here  are  some  choice  extracts  from  a  Daily  Express 
article  entitled,  "  Our  Fish  Pood :  What  it  Costs,  and 
What  it  Ought  to  Cost,"  which  are  best  given  in  their 
naked  simplicity.  It  is  said  in  Billingsgate  that 
during  the  next  three  months  the  fishing  industry 
will  be  at  its  best,-  but  this  means  higher  prices  and  a 
scarcity  of  fish,  for  in  the  winter  season  the  takes  of 
the  North  Sea  fishing  fleets  fall  to  just  one-half. 
Consequently,  prices  go  up  with  a  bound,  and  the 
public  have  to  pay  whatever  the  local  fishmonger  likes 
to  ask. 

In  the  different  neighbourhoods  of  London  prices 
vary  considerably,  and  in  the  suburbs  and  the  West 
End  they  are  out  of  all  reasonable  proportion  to  the 
prices  paid  by  retailers  at  Billingsgate. 

In  a  measure  this  is  due  to  the  keen  competition 


among  West  End  fishmongers,  whose  buyers  select  the 
choicest  fish  when  the  market  opens  at  7  o'clock.  An 
hour  afterwards  the  suburban  fishmonger  makes  his 
purchases,  and  then  the  costers  and  traders  of  the  poorer 
neighbourhoods  clear  the  market  at  knock-out  prices. 

Some  of  the  prices  charged  by  West  End  fish- 
mongers, the  suburban  shopkeepers,  and  the  East  Eml 
costers  for  fresh  fish  make  interesting  reading  : — 


West  End.  Snhiirlinii.  East  Eml. 

foil                    lOd.  per  lb.    ...  Sii.  pel'  M>.    ...  4(1.  per  lb. 

Rock  Salmon ...    Is.      „        ...  lod.      ,,       ...  4d.  ,. 

'I'Miliot   l.s.  2d  Is   (id. 

I'liiiee    sd.      ,,       ...    6cl   4d.  ,, 

.Silvei-  Wliitin};'    4d.  eaeh      ...  Sd.  each      ...  Id.  etwli. 

Hevnngs              2d   3  for  2d.       ...  4  a  Id. 

r>'^i'es                  (id.     „         ...  4d.  each      ...  .'Jd.  each. 

Lemon  Soles  ...   8il.  i)er  lb    ...  (id.  per  lb.    ...  lid.  a  pair. 

Hadilorks             (id.  each      ...  .'Jd.  each      ...  Id.  each. 

Dover  Soles  ...    is.  9(1.  and 

2s.  peril).     ...  Is.i2d.  per  lb.  lOd.  per  lb. 


The  wholesale  prices  show  that  retailers  make 
enormous  profits  ;  and  when  there  is  a  slow  demand 
and  a  good  supply  of  fish  in  the  market  the  consumer 
is  charged  the  same  exorbitant  price  as  when  fish  is 
scarce  and  dear.  In  explanation  of  the  present  ex- 
cessive charges  the  fishmonger  tells  his  customer  that 
fish  is  dear  on  account  of  the  Grimsby  trouble. 


A  CORRESPONDENT  Writes  :— "  Can  you  inform  me  if 
there  is  any  free  fishing  on  Sundays  between  Wood- 
ham  Lock  and  Aldershot  in  the  canal."  [Will  some 
brother  angler  kindly  answer.] 


The  reports  of  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Levens- 
hulme  Angling  Society  (Manchester)  and  the  Portland 
Angling  Society  (Mansfield)  will  appear  next  week. 


Lo\  ERS  of  the  garden  are  ever  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  ideas  for  the  improvement  and  embellishment 
of  their  own  possessions,  whether  in  town  or  country, 
and  ill  the  Christmas  number  of  Jmafeur  Gardening 
they  will  find  no  lack  of  material  to  work  upon. 
Under  the  title  of  "  Our  Readers'  Gardens  "  is  given  a 
number  of  page  engravings  of  beautiful  pictures  of 
garden  scenes,  well-grown  plants,  and  choice  flowers. 
A  two-coloured  plate  depicts  a  lovely  border  of  herba- 
ceous flowers  in  the  garden  of  Lord  Onslow,  at  Clandon 
Park,  Guildford. 


Act  I. — The  Kitchen. — A  lady  not  long  ago  engaged 
a  cook  who  obviously  hailed  from  the  Emereld  Isle. 
"  Bridget,"  said  the  mistress,  "  Mr.  Dragnet  has  sent  us 
a  beautiful  -trout,  I  wish  it  very  nicely  cooked  for  the 
master's  dinner.  Look  in  the  new  cookery  book  I  gave 
you  the  other  day  and  see  how  it  should  be  done.  Do 
you  think  you  will  be  able  to  understand  it  ?  "  "  Shure 
ma'am  be  quite  aisy,  'twas  meself  tuk  the  foirst  prize 
at  Ballysloughguttery  school  for  radin',  'ritin',  and 
general  inflammation  ;  'rithmetic  was  niver  a  shtrong 
pint  wid  me,  but  the  masther  shall  have  the  beauti- 
fuUest  cooked  trout  iver  you  seen,  barrin'  the  book's 
correct." 


Act  II. — The  Dining-room. — "  Mary,  my  dear,"  said 
the  master,  "whatever's  this?"  "I  will  ring  for 
Bridget  and  enquire."  "  This,  ma'am,"  said  Bridget, 
who  promptly  appeared  to  the  summons,  "is  the 
trout."  "  But  what  the — I  mean  what  in  the  name 
of  goodness  have  you  done  with  it  ?  "  said  the  "  boss." 
"I  cooked,  sorr,  jist  as  the  book  tould  me."  "Fetch 
the  book,"  snappishly  answered  the  mistress. 
Bridget  reappears  triumphant  with  the  book.  "H'm, 
h'm — '  See  that  the  fish  is  properly  cleaned  and 
washed,  spread  over  lightly  with  jam,  roll  up  the 
paste  ' — and  oh,  Bridget,  why  did  you  not  cut  the 
leaves  ?  You  have  turned  over  two  at  once,  and  mixed 
up  the  cooking  of  a  trout  with  the  making  of  a  jam 
omelette."    And  she  had. 


Mr.  Elsmore,  vice-president  of  the  Central  Asso- 
elation  of  London  Anglers,  will  take  the  chair  at  the 
Friendship  Angling  Society's  headquarters,  the  White 
Bear,  Bartholomew  -  square,  St.  Luke's,  E.G.,  at  a 
grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  Central  Re- 
stocking Fund  on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  9.  The  vice- 
chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  Smith,  and  Secretary 
Levein  hopes  to  see  a  good  muster.  He  also  regrets 
that  the  fixture  clashes  with  another  important  event 
on  the  same  date,  on  which  evening  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation have  a  visit  to  the  Collingwood  Angling  Society, 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square,  Black  friars-road,  S.E. 
No  doubt  both  will  be  well  patronised. 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  Teddington  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  says  the  Sportsman,  a  gipsy,  fishing  for  roach, 
secured  a  perch  which  turned  the  scale  at  41b.  In  its 
gills  were  found  five  hooks.  The  "  striped  one,"  how- 
ever, was  in  bad  condition. 


The  Mick,  in  the  course  of  a  discussion  on  tube 
railways,  emphatically  asserted  that  "  You  can  go  all 
over  London-.- vmderneath."  Dragnet. 
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Provioeial  flngUng  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  ^ost  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Nov.  28, 
■when  thematter /v  secedingfromtheProvincial  Angling 
Association  was  discussed.  Mr.  Foster  as  the  mover  of 
the  notice  of  motion  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the 
amounts  paid  by  the  IJirmingham  Association  to  the 
P. A. A.  for  which  little  or  nothing  was  received  in 
return ;  he  also  pointed  ouHhat  the  money  so  paid  could 
be  used  for  the  acquiring  of  waters  for  the  use  of  the 
members  of  the  Birmingham  Association.  The  notice 
of  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Tullet  and  very 
strongly  supported  by  the  delegates,  so  much 
so  that  when  the  vote  was  taken  ninety-seven 
voted  in  favour  of  it  and  seventeen  against. 
It  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  Great  Western 
and  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Companies 
have  to  say  on  the  matter,  but  as  they  allowed  the 
Manchester  Association  to  secede  from  the  P.A.A., 
they  cannot  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  Birmingham 
anglers.  The  question  of  renting  water  was  left  in 
hands  of  a  representative  committee,  who  will  take 
the  matter  up  at  once  and  report  progress  to  a  special 
meeting  to  be  held  in  the  near  future.  The  South  End 
club  have  taken  the  refusal  of  the  committee  to  allow 
them  to  remove  very  much  to  heart ;  they  called  a 
special  general  meeting  last  week  when  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved  to  sell  the  whole  of  the  effects  belong- 
ing to  the  club— this  includes  a  silver  challenge  cup 
worth  about  £6.  There  will  be  some  little  trouble  in 
the  camp  of  the  Spring  Hill  Society  at  their  nest  general 
meeting,  as  I  hear  that  the  chief  officers  all  intend  to 
put  in  their  resignatiims  and  leave  the  society.  The 
Aston  Britannia  Society  are  still  flourishing ;  they  have 
now  some  two  hundred  members  on  their  books, 
and  rent  some  of  the  best  fishing  near  to  Bir- 
mingham. They  rent  Longmore  Pool  in  Sutton 
Park,  a  portion  of  the  river  Avon  at  Honey 
and  Pike  down  towards  Cleeve  Mill.  They  also  rent  a 
portion  of  the  river  Tern  near  to  Walcot,  and  they 
have  lately  acquired  a  splendid  stretch  of  the  river 
Meese  at  Harlaston  Mill  and  three  meadows  below  the 
mill.  All  these  waters  are  well  stocked  with  coarse 
fish,  and  from  the  latter  some  very  large  catches  of 
roach  and  dace  have  been  had.  We  arc  having  some 
very  nice  weather  just  now  which  is  all  that  could  be 
desired  by  the  pike  fishermen,  who  have  not  been 
slow  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  A  large  number  of 
small  fish  have  been  taken,  but  nothing  very  large. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  is  still  very  ill, 
and  confined  to  his  bed.  The  doctors  say  that  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  he  will  be  able  to  get  about 
again. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

During  the  past  month  we  have  pretty  well 
experienced  samples  of  all  sorts  of  weather.  In  less 
than  a  week  the  thermometer  has  varied  from  51  deg. 
down  to  20  deg.,  and  it  is,  consequently,  not  surprising 
that  sport  has  fluctuated  under  such  changeable 
.  climatic  conditions.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Dec.  3) 
the  weather  was  more  characteristic  of  the  beginning 
of  spring  than  the  ending  of  autumn,  and  the  tempera- 
ture duriiig  the  daytime  was  never  lower  than  about 
45  deg.,  and  anglers  wielding  the  trolling  rod  found  it 
quite  fatiguing  to  exert  themselves  in  the  bright  sun- 
shine. One  thing,  however,  the  fine  weather  has 
brought  out  an  increased  number  of  roach  rods.  Just 
now  the  waters  are  in  capital  condition  for  this  branch 
of  sport,  and  operations  have  been  more  particularly 
conducted  on  the  tributaries  of  the  Witham  rather 
than  on  the  main  stream.  The  drains  in  the  Boston 
district — iocluding  the  Mount  Pleasant  and  Hobhole 
— have  been  visited  by  local  rods,  but  sport  has  varied. 
While  some  have  accounted  for  bags  of  101b.  and  121b. 
of  roach,  others  have  practically  done  nothing  at  all. 
So  far  as  pike  fishing  is  concerned,  little  has  been  done 
on  the  Witham,  but  those  who  have  turned  their 
attention  to  the  Forty-foot  have  obtained  a  good  run 
of  sport  between  Swineshead  and  Boston,  where  there 
is  a  capital  stretch  of  water  for  trolling.  Live  bait  has 
accounted  for  some  nice  fish,  one  angler  taking  a  brace 
on  Dec.  2  weighing  7Jlb.  and  6|lb.  respectively.  In 
the  Donington  distiict  the  trolling  rod  has  also  been 
successfully  employed,  and  satisfactory  reports  con- 
tinue to  be  received  from  the  Welland  at  Deeping. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DiSTRICT. 

The  Central  Hull  Angling  Association  held  their 
-  annual  dinner  and  prize  presentation  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel,  on  Nov.  26,  which  was  a  most  enthu- 
"  siastic  afidir  all  throughout;  and  amongst  the  prize 
winners,  Mr.  Arthur  Marshall  was  the  recipient  of  the 
Association's  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the 
past  season.  Messrs.  A.  Allwood  and  J.  Simmonds 
also  received  medals  for  second  and  third  place  ;  and 
in  the  aggregate  prizes,  Mr.  W.  J.  Barker  took  the  first, 
Messrs.  J.  Woodall  and  J.  Barnett  coming  in  for  next 


two ;  Messrs.  J.  Woodall,  R.  Jameson,  J.  Barnett,  and 
A.  Allwood  taking  prizes  for  specimen  fish.  During 
the  excessive  tides  of  Thursday,  Nov.  28,  the  river 
Hull  overflowed  and  Hooded  some  of  the  streets 
and  houses  adjacent  in  the  Sculcoates  district,  and 
several  small  fish  were  caught  in  the  back3'ard3  of  the 
houses;  and  at  Barton,  on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the 
Humber,  several  small  codfish  were  caught  in  a  field 
when  the  tides  receded.  One  of  our  oldest  anglers  of 
the  city,  Mr.  Joseph  Palmer,  passed  peacefully  away 
on  Nov.  2!').  Mr.  Palmer  was  for  many  years  a  much 
respected  member  of  the  Universal  Angling  Associa- 
tion of  Hull,  and  latterly  of  the  East  Riding  Angling 
Association,  and  will  be  much  missed  by  the  members 
thereof  and  a  wide  circle  of  angling  friends.  Since 
the  heavy  ilood  tides  of  last  week  end,  some  fairly  good 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  river  Hull,  the  weather  being  very  fine  so  far 
since  the  advent  of  December  ;  there  is  every 
prospect  of  fair  sport  during  the  coming  week,  for  the 
river  is  getting  into  very  nice  condition,  both  in  the 
tidal  portion  and  above  the  look  at  Hempholme, 
where  during  the  week  odd  very  good  pike  have  been 
taken,  going  from  51b.  to  101b.  each. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  rivers  are  not  affording  much  sport  to  their 
patrons.  Coarse  fishing  is  the  only  kind  available, 
and  it  seems  rather  remarkable  that  locals  do  not  try 
more  for  the  pike  that  are  known  to  be  there.  The 
water-bailiffs  regularly  slaughter  pike,  and  the  number 
dealt  with  show  that  plenty  are  there,  so  why  not  try 
to  kill  them  by  fair  angling.  A  few  respectable  baskets 
are  mentioned  from  the  Wyre  and  also  the  Lune,  which 
include  good  specimens  of  both  roach  and  chub. 
The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association  are  very  busy 
balancing  up  to  close  their  financial  year,  and  already 
applications  for  membership  next  year  are  coming  in. 
Club  items  in  this  town  are  fairly  numerous.  The 
Mersey  Angling  Society  is  fixed  for  Jan.  6,  1902,  that 
of  the  Howley  Angling  Society  for  Dec.  11,  and  the 
Victoria  Angling  Society  on  Dec.  20.  Rumour  is  busy 
with  the  efforts  put  forth  to  secure  a  handsome 
trophy  to  be  , competed  for  in  this  town  next  season. 
It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  one  of  our  favourite  resorts, 
Dogdyke,  is  affording  some  decent  sport  amongst  the 
pike.  Pish  of  141b.,  101b.,  61b.,  and  several  smaller 
have  fallen  to  one  rod.  As  usual  Liverpool  rods  are  as 
energetic  as  ever,  and  are  eathusiastically  going  in  for 
contests  and  matches.  This  city  is  geographically  so 
favourably  situated  that  local  rods  can  get  to  many 
favourite  resorts  in  North  Wales  as  well  as  to  some 
good  sea-fishing. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  an  amount  of  work  in  evidence  amongst 
our  clubs  of  a  character  of  interest  to  members  of 
clubs,  but  not  of  general  interest.  Annual  meetings, 
sing-songs,  and  other  social  events  are  very  numerous, 
but  of  actual  sport  little  is  noted.  One  rather 
remarkable  fact  is  the  resignation  of  Mr.  F.  S. 
Beilby,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Duchy  Angling  Society, 
Pendleton.  It  seems  a  great  pity  that  after 
attaining  a  foremost  position  in  a  short  space  of 
time,  this  society  should  lose  the  services  of  their  first 
secretary.  However,  in  Mr.  Goodwin  they  have  a 
capable  official  who  can  be  relied  on  to  do  his  level 
best.  TJie  annual  meeting  of  the  Ardwick  Angling 
Society  terminated  at  too  late  an  hour  for  notice  this 
week.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  were  noted  for  an 
important  meeting  on  Dec.  2nd,  bat  contrary 
to  the  usual  courtesy  of  the  hon.  sec.  the 
account  of  the  same  is  not  to  hand ;  the  meet- 
ing no  doubt  was  duly  held  and  was  important. 
The  Bollin  is  in  very  good  order  but  sadly  neglected 
by  local  rods  ;  those  who  have  tried  have  been  rewarded 
with  some  decent  fish.  Local  reservoirs  and  pits,  to 
say  nothing  of  canals,  have  received  a  lot  of  attention 
lately,  and  many  days  of  decent  sport  are  recorded. 
During  the  past  week  or  ten  days  several  bait  cans 
have  been  carried  through  our  streets,  evidently  by 
anglers  bent  on  pike  fishing,  but  where  are  the  pike. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Pike  anglers  have  been  taking  some  very  choice 
fish  at  Hazelford,  Kelham,  Farndon  (City  Piscatorial's 
stretch),  West  Stoke,  Hoveringham,  and  Holme 
Pierrepont.  Three  from  Hazelford,  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  T.  Lewis,  of  the  City  Fox  and  Owl  Society, 
weighed  211b.  Mr.  J.  Birkin  has  killed  one  of 
S^lb.  at  King's  Mills,  and  on  the  Shardlow  length 
fair  sized  fish  have  been  secured  by  Messrs.  J.  Greaves, 
F.  Gamble,  and  J.  Johnstone.  Councillor  Cha?. 
Smith,  whilst  live  baiting  at  King's  Mills,  hooked  and 
landed  a  whopping  chub  of  3lb.  13oz.,  the  fish  must 
have  been  very  "hard  up"  for"  grub,"  as  he 
tackled  a  roach  of  over  2oz.  On  Tuesday  a 
friend  and  self  journeyed  seventy-two  miles"  to 
try  a  lake  reputed  to  hold  Esox  of  the  grandfather 
order.  Result— one  fish  not  much  larger  than  the 
bait,  indeed,  at  one  time  the  latter  had  the  better  of 
the  fight.  On  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club's  section  ou 
the  Trent,  on  Saturday  (Nov.  30),  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
and  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks  were  again  to  the  fore  amongst 


roach,  and  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  .3)  Mr.  "  Fred  "  brought  off 
a  further  handsome  catch.  All  the  fish  fell,  I  learn,  to 
the  brandling  worm.  Mr.  E.  Bayley  has  done  well  on 
the  same  preserves.  On  private  waters,  apart  from  the 
river,  Mr.  W.  H.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Richard  Savage,  of 
Sherwood,  have  caught  a  grand  lot  of  perch  and  chub 
with  the  live  minnow.  The  river  is  running  in  splen- 
did condition  for  ohubbing  with  such  favourite  winter 
lines  as  pith  and  brains  and  greaves.  The  Notts 
Anglers'  Association  celebrated  their  annuil  dinner  on 
the  night  of  Nov.  23  at  the  News  House  Inn,  St. 
James's-street,  in  the  city,  under  the  presidency  ot 
Mr.  S.  Shaw,  with  Mr.  J.  Wilson  in  the  vice-chair.  A 
most  enjoyable  time  was  .spent. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Wo  are  having  a  spell  of  lovely  weather,  and  the 
water  in  our  rivers  is  in  capital  condition.  The  colour 
from  the  late  freshet  is  all  gone,  and  it  is  as  clear  as 
gin,  and  with  sunny  days  and  frosty  nights  sport 
among  the  grayling  should  be  at  its  best.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  brought  home  during  the  last 
few  days,  fly  and  bottom  fishermen  being  successful, 
the  size  of  the  fish  and  their  condition  being  very  good 
indeed.  Some  very  fine  dace  have  been  taken  in  the 
Teme,  some  of  them  unusually  full  of  roe  for  the  time 
of  year  ;  they  are  taking  fly  and  maggot  freely.  Roach 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good  with  maggot  and  paste,  and 
the  size  of  the  fish  very  satisfactory.  Very  few  chub 
have  been  taken,  but  piue  are  going  well,  and  Messrs.  S. 
Webb,  H.  Thompson,  R.  Wingfield,  Andrews,  H.  Tyler 
and  other  club  members  are  reported  to  have  had 
good  sport  in  both  the  Severn  and  the  Avon,  but 
many  of  the  fish  run  small.  Many  of  the  clubs 
are  preparing  for  the  Christmas  holidays  and  are 
hoping  for  fine  weather.  The  Berkeley  Arms  Club  has 
arranged  their  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  for 
Friday  next,  and  it  promises  to  be  a  good  affair. 
The  run  of  salmon  appears  to  be  over  ;  none  are  seen 
under  the  weirs  now,  but  more  have  passed  up  the 
Severn  this  season  than  have  for  years.  The  reason 
why,  who  can  tell !  There  has  not  been  so  much 
water  on  as  in  other  years  ;  there  has  been  as  much 
sewage  poured  into  the  river ;  there  has  been  no 
decrease  iu  netting,  or  addition  to  the  close  time, 
while  steam  traffic  has  increased,  and  yet  the  fish  have 
come  up  in  much  greater  numbers.  Can  anyone  give 
the  reason  why  ? 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  amongst  grayling  fishers  has  improved,  the 
frosts  following  upon  the  rains  having  had  a  beneficial 
effect.  The  flooding  of  the  streams  cleared  them 
well  and  destroyed  much  insect  life.  The  lire,  the 
Wharfe,  the  Costa,  and  other  rivers  well  known  to 
grayling  fishers  have  experienced  advantages  in  that 
respect.  Fairly  good  sport  has  been  experienced, 
though  some  of  the  waters  were  found  to  be  very 
clear  and  gradually  lowering.  Careful  fishing  with 
fine  tackle  has  jielded  good  results.  Ttie  Ure  has 
been  suitable  for  any  kind  of  angling  in  the  Middle- 
ham  waters.  There  is  good  wading  after  grayling 
from  the  dam  to  the  Old  Keel.  Fish  are  plentiful,  and 
some  nice  roach  have  been  taken.  In  tbe  Borough- 
bridge  lengths  of  the  same  river  good  piKe  fishing  is 
also  posbiole  with  the  Harrogate  Spinner,  and  the 
preserved  dace  fibhed  on  the  Chapman  tackle.  Some 
gloiious  weather  has  prevailed.  The  best  flies 
are  Miller  s  Dark  Needle,  Red  Tag,  Olive  Bloa, 
and  Snipe  and  Purple,  dressed  small.  Fairly 
good  fishing  is  now  possible  in  the  Nidd,  in  the 
neighb  jurhood  of  Knaresbrough  and  Pateley  Biidge. 
The  lower  waters  of  the  Wharfe  have  yielded  enjoyable 
sport,  the  Chapman  spinner  having  been  found  to  be 
very  useful  for  pika.  Right  up  to  Christmas  good 
sport  with  grayling  is  obtainable,  and  this  fish  is 
easier  to  take  than  trout.  Very  large  numbers  of 
trout  have  been  observed  on  the  spawning  beds  of  the 
Ure,  and  also  in  the  streams,  and  there  is  a  fairly 
good  stock  of  breeding  trout  in  the  Cover.  There 
ought,  speaking  generally,  to  be  good  pike  fishing  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  present  year,  the  frosts  having 
destroyed  the  weeds,  whilst  the  smaller  fish  are  much 
less  plentiful. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


The  feature  of  Monday's  (Dec.'2)  meeting  (Mr.  Frank 
Ward,  chairman)  was  a  magnificent  display  by  Mr. 
H.  P.  Thompson  of  roach  from  the  Avon.  Some  three 
dozen  handsome  fish  ware  on  the  table,  the  six 
heaviest  weighing  8lb.  lO^oz. — best  specimen  lib.  9oz. 
The  capter  explained  that  the  be^t  fish  were  caught 
with  crust.  Mr.  Thompson  took  also  eight  piso. 
Weighing  between  30lb.  and  401b. — finest  fish  51b.  2oz. 
The  roach  appear  to  have  b^en  madly  on  the  feed,  as 
besides  the  grand  lot  brought  up  to  the  society,  Mr. 
Thompson  Idt  the  well  of  the  punt  half  full  of  fish. 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  brought  up  a  brace  of  chub  from  the 
Kennet,  going  4lb.  7oz.,  also  taken  with  bread  crust. 
Other  gentlemen  had  been  out  and  had  met,  generally 
speaking,  with  poor  sport.  M.  G.  E.  de  C. 
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XLbc  XLimc8 

LIFE  OF  QUEEN  VICTORIA 


£2  2s.  neim 


The  Limited  Edition  is  being  rapidly  exhausted. 


The  CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW  for  December  says: 

"Externally,  the  handsomest  of  recent  books  is  'The 
Life  of  Queen  Victoria,'  which  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.  and  the  Times  pubHsh  conjointly.  The 
large  quarto,  sumptuously  bound  in  red  leather,  stamped 
in  gold  with  the  Royal  Arms,  and  gorgeously  decorated 
with  the  national  emblems— rose,  thistle,  leek,  and  sham- 
rock—is a  triumph  of  the  binders'  art.  The  paper  is  hand- 
made, and  the  page  luxurious  in  print  and  margin,  while 
the  numerous  photogravure  portraits  of  the  late  Queen 
...  are  simply  beyond  praise.  .  .  .  Nor  is  it  less  satis- 
factory intrinsically  than  extrinsically." 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  Office, 
St.  Dunstain's  House,  E.G. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


DON'T  COUCH  USE 
KEATINC'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUGH. 


Any  Doctor  will  tell,  you,  "there 
is  no  better  CoutJh  Medicine."— One  gives 
relief :  if  you  suffer  from  cough  try  them 
but  once  ;  they  uili  cure,  and  they  irill 
not  injure  your  healtii;  an  increasing 
sale  ol  over  80  years  is  a  certain  test  ol 
their  value.   Sold  iu  IS^d.  tins. 


'A  thoroughly  g^ood  Sporting:  Paper."— Bbibtol  Times. 


"LAND  AND  WATER' 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 


Loudou:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
ffoi  t  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.    Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.   From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Huntinif 
and  so  on.  ' 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary,  Ijand  and  Water, 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com- 
prehensiveness.  Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  CO  VENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.   Any  kind  of  net 
CD  hire  at  reasonable  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fish.  List  on  application. 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLE8AI1B  FKOU 

Prloe'8  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


FISH-HOOK  WOUNDS. 


Accidents  from  the  use  of  fish-hooks  may  be  of 
several  kinds ;  they  may  happen  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways,  and  they  may  be  from  hooks  of  exceedingly 
small  size,  or  injuries  or  other  accidents  may  be  caused 
by  those  of  the  largest  proportions.  Then  the  form  of 
the  hook  inflicting  the  wound  may  be  very  different. 
As  all  fishermen  know  some  hooks  are  straight,  some 
are  curved  in  various  ways,  some  are  with  eyes  and 
some  are  without,  while  all  common  fish-hooks  are 
barbed  at  their  distal  ends.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
the  swallowing  of  a  fish-hook  constitutes  an  accident 
of  the  gravest  nature,  and  the  majority  of  instances 
will  demand  the  immediate  attention  of  the  surgeon. 
The  only  safe  way  to  avoid  such  a  mishap  as  this  is 
never  to  thoughtlessly  place  small,  loose  hooks  in  one's 
mouth.  A  person  so  doing  may  suddenly  cough,  or 
laugh,  or  be  startled  in  some  manner,  and  thus  cause 
the  hook  to  be  swallowed,  or  partly  swallawed,  often 
rendering  an  operation  necessary  in  order  to  remove 
it  again  from  the  body. 

Wounds  caused  by  fish-hooks  fall  into  the  class  of 
injuries  designated  as  punctured  wounds  in  surgery. 
Those  to  be  briefly  noted  here  are  the  ones  inflicted 
by  the  small,  ordinary  fish-hooks  in  every-day  use 
by  anglers  all  over  the  world.  Of  all  i^arts  of  the 
body,  the  hands,  including  the  fingers  and  thumbs, 
are  most  subject  to  woimds  of  this  nature ;  then, 
next,  we  have  the  face  and  neck,  the  former  taking  in 
the  eyes,  nose,  and  ears.  Lastly,  other  parts  of  the 
body  may  be  thus  punctured,  either  through  some  of 
the  clothing,  or,  if  the  person  be  naked,  the  wound  is 
made  without  any  such  interposing  material,  as  some- 
times happens  with  boys  in  bathing,  and  are  hooked 
by  some  chance  or  other.  Some  wounds  are  mere 
pricks,  and  cause  but  little  pain  or  annoyance  ;  but  it 
is  an  entirely  different  matter  when  the  hook  enters  so 
far  that  the  barb  is  completely  buried  in  the  flesh, 
and,  perhaps,  stuck  in  some  bone  in  the  bargain.  If 
the  eye  is  the  organ  pierced,  a  surgeon  or  oculist  should 
be  sought  at  once,  and,  however  long  a  time  it  may 
take  in  reaching  one,  the  injured  eye  should  be  com- 
pletely shielded  from  the  light,  bandaged  with 
cold  wrater  dressings,  to  which  some  mild  anodyne  has 
been  added.  In  extracting  fish-hooks  from  other  parts 
of  the  body  the  principle  is  practically  the  same  in 
all  cases,  and  is  by  no  means  a  difficult  operation,  if 
ploperly  performed.    Proceed  in  the  first  place  to 


clear  the  hook  from  all  attachments  to  the  line,  snood, 
jig,  or  gaff,  or  to  whatever  it  may  be  fastened.  If  it 
has  an  eye,  the  operator  next  proceeds  to  file  or  other- 
wise cut  the  shank  in  two.  The  file  in  a  pocket-knife 
will  often  effect  this,  if  properly  employed,  and  quite 
rapidly.  Straight  hooks,  without  eyes,  are  the  most 
easily  extracted  and  in  the  quickest  time,  and,  con- 
sequently, inflict  the  less  pain.  When  rendered  eyeless, 
and  the  barb  is  freed  from  bone,  if  it  happens  to  be 
sticking  in  it,  the  next  step  is  to  thoroughly  clean  and 
apply  some  simple  lubricant  to  the  shank.  Then,  after 
drawing  the  flesh  a  little  tense,  skilfully  pass  the  barb 
through  it,  in  the  same  manner  as  one  could  take  a 
stitch  with  a  curved  surgical  needle,  pulling  it  quickly 
through  after  the  point  has  pierced.  The  wound 
should  then  be  treated  with  the  ordinary  cold  water 
dressings,  and  a  rapid  recovery  soon  results.  Under 
no  conditions  should  the  operator  attempt  to  cut  the 
hook  out  with  a  knife.  This  happened  to  the  writer 
once  in  a  boat  in  Key  West  Harbour  some  thirty-five 
years  ago,  and  he  carries  the  scar  and  a  weakened 
thumb  to-day  in  consequence.  A  large  hook  penetrated 
beyond  the  barb,  at  the  outer  base  of  the  right  thumb, 
and  a  naval  surgeon  of  volunteers  in  the  boat  attempted 
to  cut  it  out  with  his  pocket-knife.  The  hook  had  a 
straight  shank  and  no  eye,  making  the  excuse  for  such 
a  piece  of  butchery  less  evident.  The  navigating  officer 
in  the  boat,  a  practical  man,  and  an  old  salt  water 
fisherman,  stood  it  as  long  as  he  could,  when  he  took 
the  knife  away  from  the  surgeon  and  instantly 
performed  the  simple  operation  described  above,  much 
to  the  shame  of  the  doctor  and  to  the  great  relief  of 
the  injured  one. — American  Shooting  and  Fisliijuj. 


A  PARADISE  FOR  WATER-FOWL 
IN  WINTER. 


The  prohibition  of  shooting  on  or  in  the  immediate 
locality  of  the  Thames  and  Valley  must  have  tended 
to  the  increase  in  the  lesser  water-fowl — such  as  the 
moorhens,  perhaps  here  and  there  a  brood  of  coots,  as 
in  one  or  two  parts  of  the  Kennet  east  of  Hungerford  ; 
of  the  water-rails  (including  the  little  pink-billed  and 
legged  smallest  species  of  the  "  runner  "  tribe),  the  mis- 
chievous dabohick  (or  lesser  grebe),  and  the  kingfisher. 
Maybe  a  couple  or  so  of  the  common  snipe  remain  to 
breed  in  spring  and  early  summer  in  some  quiet  off. 
lying  bog  or  ditch.   If  so  it  would  be  worth  a  fifty 


miles  ride  by  rail  for  a  naturalist  to  mark  for  the  first 
time  the  love-chase  of  the  snipes,  from  ten  to  a  dozen, 
in  the  Thames  Valley  when  the  black  feathers  appear 
on  the  birds'  breasts  and  under  their  wings.  Love 
impels  one  and  all ;  no  ugly  rushes  of  a  George  Ford- 
ham  or  a  Fred  Archer,  but  rather  like  the  pacings  of 
a  Sloan,  a  Maher,  a  M'Dermot,  and  a  Rigby,  or  the 
artistic  style  of  Tom  Gannon,  sen.,  and  of  Fred  Webb 
of  previous  decades.  Some  of  the  Thames  fishermen 
when  hardish  weather  comes  and  anglers  are  few 
doubtless  think  it  is  rather  hard  upon  them  that  their 
guns  must  stand  away  unused  in  some  corner  (or 
sold)  when  wild  duck  are  seen,  or  a  small  "pack"  of 
widgeon  and  the  like  could  be  stalked  as  of  yore,  and 
a  few  shillings  perhaps  earned  by  a  "rake"  at  the 
"sitting"  visitors.  But  when  'Arry  and  his  'Arriet 
are  out  on  the  river,  of  course  in  the  warm  weather,  he 
must  not  now  indulge  in  the  irresistible  desire  to  let 
the  world  know  he  is  "  out "  with  his  lady-love  by 
firing  his  revolver,  and  other  folk  who  ought  to  know 
better  than  shoot  on  a  stream  more  or  less  crowded, 
especially  when  the  smaller  local  fowl  are  nesting. 

A  few  prosecutions  a  year  or  two  after  the  Thames 
Conservancy  obtained  their  Act  of  Parliament  followed 
for  shooting  on  the  Thames — even  in  the  tideway — and 
effectually  stopped  the  thing.  Mr.  Wells,  J. P.,  and  a 
Berkshire  County  Councillor  (Wallingford),  has  several 
times  moved  the  Court  at  Reading  in  favour  of  the 
Small  Birds  Protection,  the  stopping  of  Sunday  shoot- 
ing elsewhere,  and  especially  in  favour  of  the  marsh 
tit  (a  wholly  different  bird  from  the  little  blue  tit 
that  works  the  stems  of  standard  fruit  trees  like  the 
industrious  ladycow  searches  the  foliage  of  plants  for 
blight  pests). 

And  now,  my  once-loved,  bonny  long-billed  borers, 
bore  away  in  peace  ixi  the  food-bearing  bogs,  and  in 
the  black  peaty  soil  of  the  ditch  sides,  among  the 
"flags"  of  the  iris  lily  that  flowers  in  the  sweet 
summer  days  :  and  when  you  cry  "  'scape  "  there  will 
be  no  fear  in  this  valley  of  the  deadly  "No.  Eights  " 
as  in  the  old  days.  No  longer  will  your  life's  blood 
stain  the  white  frost  crystals  on  the  marsh  grass. 
And  when  most  all  of  you  depart  hence  for  yom* 
summer  breeding-places,  in  East  Anglia  or  in  the  Sister 
Isle,  where  the  "charmed  leaf"  of  the  "  four-leaved 
Shamrock"  of  the  old  song  is  still  sought,  may  you 
delight  some  poor  cottier  naturalist  with  your  loving 
and  almost  unconscious  comedy  over  and  around  your 
partners  while  on  their  nests,  W.  F. 
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LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH 
WORKS  CRICKET  CLUB. 


This  flourishing  club  held  its  first  annual  dance  on 
Nov.  27.  The  club  has  had  a  very  successful  season 
and  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  best  in  the  district. 
Mr.  William  Hardy  as  president  takes  a  great  interest 
in  the  club  and  supports  it  liberally,  whilst  the  vice- 
presidents  are  Messrs.  J.  J.  Hardy,  R.  H.  Hardy,  C. 
Hardy,  and  A.  McCutcheon.  Nearly  ninety  couples 
assembled  in  the  town  hall  for  the  dance.  The  hall 
was  beautifully  decorated  for  the  occasion.  Above  the 
platform  was  the  scroll  "  Success  to  the  London  and 
North  British  Works  Cricket  Club."  Dancing  began 
at  8.30  p.m.  and  finished  at  2  a.m.  The  music  was 
supplied  by  Mr.  George  Robinson's  band.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  Macgregor  danced  the  highland-fling 
and  the  sailor's  hornpipe,  while  Mr.  B.  Pitt  gave  a 
banjo  solo  accompanied  by  Miss  Purdie.  The  M.C.'s 
were  Messrs.  Forbes,  Ross,  and  Stephenson.  Great 
credit  is  due  to  the  committee  for  their  invaluable 
assistance  in  decorating  the  hall  and  catering  for  the 
large  party.  The  committee  were  Messrs.  R.  H. 
Hwdy,  Ross,  Burn,  Stephenson,  Forbes,  Campbell, 
Borthwick,  Hogg,  with  J.  McCutcheon,  Secretary. 


Cottesponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


BAIT  CASTING  IN  THE  AMERICAN  STYLE. 

Deae  SiR,~Mr.  Levison,  in  his  letter  of  Nov.  2,  was 
kind  enough  to  o8.ev  further  details  of  this  method  of 
casting  from  the  reel,  but  he  also  asked  if  some  English 
angler  would  favour  him  with  the  lightest  weights  that 
can  be  cast  from  the  reel  in  any  English  style,  the 
contention  being  that  a  much  lighter  weight  can  be 
cast  by  this  style  than  by  any  other.  I  have  been 
waiting  to  see  if  this  portion  of  his  letter  would  be 
answered,  but  as  no  answer  has  yet  appeared,  and  as 
personally  I  am  unable  to  give  the  information,  perhaps 
you,  sir,  will  be  kind  enough  to  append  a  note  to  this 
letter  giving  the  particulars  he  requests. 

The  reason  for  my  enquiry  as  to  the  American  style 
is  this  : — On  many  of  our  larger  lakes — in  my  case, 
Windermere — there  are  (sadly  too  often)  occasions  on 
which  trout  will  not  rise  to  the  fly,  and  the  only  means 
of  getting  fish  is  to  resort  to  trailing  the  minnow, 
which  is  to  my  mind  a  slow  and  comparatively 
unsportsmanlike  method.  Now  if  the  trout  will  take 
the  minnow  trailing  I  see  no  reason  why  they  should 
not  take  it  when  cast  from  the  boat,  indeed  the  latter 
should  be  the  more  deadly  method  as  so  much  more 
water  could  be  searched,  especially  about  the  shallows 
where  the  "  trailer  "  would  be  afraid  of  getting  fast. 
When  I  read  Mr.  Levison's  first  letter,  rc  the  American 
bait  casting,  it  struck  me  that  this  was  just  the  style 
suited  to  my  purpose,  as  by  this  means  a  very  light 
bait  could  be  cast  almost  as  easy  as  in  fly  fishing,  but 
on  making  enquiries  I  find  that  neither  rod  nor  reel 
suitable  for  the  work  is  made  in  this  country,  and 
indeed  the  style  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  unknown.  (I 
have  read  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  a  good  many  years, 
but  I  do  not  remember  having  seen  the  articles  men- 
tioned in  your  note  to  Mr.  Levison's  letter.)  Under 
these  circumstances,  while  thanking  Mr.  Levison  for 
information  already  given,  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  he  will 
favour  us  with  further  details  as  promised. — Yours 
truly,  Frank  T.  Clark. 

Dalton-in-Furness. 

[In  our  Christmas  Number  we  will  give  an  illustrated 
description  of  the  American  method  of  casting  from 
the  reel,  which  is  quite  different  from  any  style  used 
in  this  country.  But  our  correspondent  would 
probably  find  the  Malloch  reel  answer  his  purpose. — 
Ed.] 


"  PICKEREL- WEED." 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
could  let  me  know  through  your  correspondence 
column  the  present  nomenclature  of  the  pickerel-weed 
as  mentioned  in  "  The  Complete  Angler,"  chap,  viij., 
at  the  beginningiof  observations  on  the  pike. — Yours 
faithfully,  F.  W. 

Ipswich. 

[We  fear  it  would  be  difficult  to  identify  the  weed 
which  Gesner  calls  pickerel-weed  as  quoted  by  Walton. 
Most  likely  it  was  the  common  duck-weed.  Mr.  J.  E. 
Harting,  in  his  fine  edition  of  Walton,  says,  p.  204  :— 
"  The  plant  referred  to  is  probably  I'otamogeton  natans 
L.  (the  broad-leaved  pond-weed),  although  some  identify 
it  with  Ranunculus  aquatitisL.  (water  crowfoot).  See 
Britten  and  Holland,  Dictionary  of  English  Plant 
Names,  1886,  p.  377."— Ed.] 


NORFOLK  BROADS  PROTECTION  SOCIETY. 

Dear  Sir, — Those  who  are  interested  in  the  Norfolk 
Broads,  or  in  the  general  question  of  maintaining  the 
public  rights,  will  regret  to  hear  that  difficulties  have 
again  arisen  between  certain  riparian  owners  in  Norfolk 
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and  the  public,  whereby  the  common  or  customary 
and  lawful  rights  of  the  latter  seem  calculated  to  be 
seriously  prejudiced. 

Two  men  have  been  fined  by  the  local  authorities 
for  fishing  in  one  of  the  Broads  (S.  Walsham),  where 
it  seems  their  forefathers  fished  freely  for  generations, 
and  attempts  have  been  made  to  close  the  Broad  in 
question  by  means  of  blocking  the  entrance,  though 
previous  blocking  had  been  promptly  removed  without 
any  proceedings  being  taken.  It  is  clear  that  although 
judgment  has  gone  against  the  men,  in  spite  of  a  tide 
having  been  clearly  proved,  an  appeal  ought  to  be  made 
to  the  higher  court,  but  unfortunately  the  men  con- 
cerned are  too  poor  to  appeal,  and  the  public  rights 
are  therefore  in  danger  of  being  lost. 

It  now  becomes  a  question  for  the  Norfolk  Broads 
Protection  Society  to  consider  whether  steps  should 
be  taken  to  protect  those  rights,  if  not,  indeed,  to 
follow  the  matter  up  so  thoroughly  as  to  get  parlia- 
mentary sanction  to  a  settlement  once  for  all. 

If  you  sympathise  with  the  general  question  here 
briefly  put  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  It  is 
perhaps  needless  to  say  that  either  of  the  undersigned 
will  upon  application  be  glad  to  furnish  further  par- 
ticulars.—We  are,  yours  faithfully, 

T.  J.  WooDROW,  Hon.  Secretary. 
Walter  Rye,  Hon.  Solicitor. 

18,  Coleman-street, 

London,  E.G.,  Nov.  14,  1901, 


THE  SALMON  INDENTURE  BUSINESS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  remember  as  a  boy  at  Shrewsbury 
School  seeing  in  an  old  folio  of  vellum  manuscript  a 
rule  about  the  limited  use  of  salmon  in  a  dietary.  As 
to  whether  this  folio  was  a  code  of  rules  for  the  school, 
or  for  some  other  class  of  individuals,  my  memory  is 
at  fault,  but  I  believe  it  was  for  the  school.  If  of  any 
interest  the  matter  could  soon  be  settled  by  a  little 
enquiry.  The  manuscripc  was  in  the  school  library  ; 
it  may  now  be  in  the  old  building  (which  has  been, 
alas  I  turned  into  a  public  reading-room),  or  have  been 
removed  to  the  new  schools.  I  have  other  memories 
of  that  library ;  there  it  was  that  on  occasion  dear 
"  Old  Rook  "  would  tickle  our  tails  I 

It  is  possible  that  other  of  the  public  schools,  which 
are  adjacent  to  a  river  that  held  salmon,  may  have 
the  same  restriction  in  their  rules — Westminster  or 
Winchester  for  instance. — Yours  faithfully. 

Old  Salopian. 


PIKE  AND  PERCH  PISHING  IN  GLASGOW 
DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  pleased  if  your  corre- 
spondent will  call  at  my  address,  and  will  be  very 
pleased  to  put  him  on  to  fishing  of  all  sorts — private 
and  open  water.  I  have  fished  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  but  at  my  first  arrival  in  Glasgow  I  encountered 
the  same  difficulty,  and  anyone  I  can  assist  in  his 
hobby  I  am  willing  at  all  times  to  do.  Hoping  to  see 
him  any  night  after  five  o'clock. — Yours  faithfully, 

52,  Dundas-street,  John  Wood. 

Paisley-road,  Glasgow. 


PERCH  AND  PIKE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Pike-Perch  "  will  drop  me  a  card,  I 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  some  news  of  the  perch  and 
pike  fishing  near  Glasgow.  They  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  getting  good  fishing  of  that  kind. — Yours 
truly,  D.  Shearer. 

36,  Paterson-street,  Motherwell. 


"FISHING  BIGHTS  IN  THE  THAMES.' 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  on  page  369  of  your  issue  of 
Nov.  30  a  report  of  a  ca=:e  before  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich 
bearing  the  title  "Fishing  Rights  in  the  Thames." 
May  I  venture  to  point  out  that  the  case  did  not 
relate  to  the  fishing  rights  of  Sir  Roger  Palmer  or  the 
public,  but  was  merely  an  action  brought  by  him 
against  the  Thames  Conservators  to  prevent  them 
licensing  Tom,  Dick,  or  Harry  to  dredge  up  gravel 
from  the  bed  of  the  river.  I  mention  the  matter 
because  I  am  afraid  the  heading  of  the  report  will 
lead  people  to  suppose  that  Sir  Roger  Palmer  had 
succeeded  in  his  claim  to  a  fishery  at  Maidenhead. 
What  he  succeeded  in  was  in  obtaining  a  decision 
that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
that  the  Conservators,  if  they  had  to  dredge  for  the 
purposes  of  improving  the  navigation,  would  have  to 
do  it  themselves,  and  could  not  delegate  their  powers 
in  the  manner  they  had  been  doing.  Sir  Roger 
Palmer,  in  setting  out  his  title,  represented  himself  as 
owner  of  a  fishery,  and  the  Conservators  did  not,  for 
the  purposes  of  their  action,  contest  this  point,  as  it 
was  immaterial  to  their  case,  which  was,  that  they 
had  statutory  powers  to  dredge  and  to  license  others 
to  dredge  for  them. 

I  read  with  some  surprise  in  your  correspondence 
columns  the  following  statement  : — "  The  anglers  of 
London  are  of  one  opinion  about  this  case,  and  have 
determined  not  to  subscribe  funds  to  aid  actions 
against  those  whom  they  believe  to  be  imdoubted 
owners  of  fishing  rights."  This  seems  to  me  perilously 
near  contempt  of  Court,  it  being,  in  effect,  a  statement 
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that  the  writer  and  all  the  London  anglers  consider 
that  Sir  Roger  Palmer  has  a  right  to  the  fishery  he 
claims.  This  is  pre-judging  the  Palmer-Andrews 
case  with  a  vengeance.  If  the  writer  of  the  eentence 
is  to  be  taken  literally,  one  is  entitled  to  ask  how  the 
opinion  of  all  the  London  anglers  has  been  ascer- 
tained. In  all  probability  there  are  hundreds  and 
perhaps  thousands  of  them  who  consider  that  most  of 
these  claims  to  private  fisheries  in  the  Thames  should 
be  fought  most  stubbornly,  and  the  claimants  made 
to  legally  substantiate  their  alleged  rights.  I  am 
quite  aware  of  what  took  place  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  of  delegates,  and  entirely 
agree  with  the  decision  that  it  will  be  wiser  to  obtain 
parliamentary  powers  to  deal  with  the  upper  Thames 
as  a  whole  than  to  spend  a  large  amount  of  subscribed 
money  in  fighting  a  single  case,  the  issue  of  which  is 
doubtful.  Bat  after  the  delegates  of  the  .Vnglers' 
Association  have  let  the  Palmer-.Audrews  case  drop, 
it  seems  hardly  right  of  anyone  connected  with  that 
body  to  pre-judge  or  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
action  which  is  going  on.  Unfortunately,  circum- 
stances have  arisen  and  statements  have  been  made 
which,  to  use  a  colloquialism,  have  "  put  up  the 
backs "  of  some  of  those  who  are  fighting  in  the 
interests  of  London  anglers,  but  I  would  make  an 
appeal  to  everyone  concerned  (for  we  are  all  working 
for  the  same  good  object  in  the  long  run)  to  keep 
personal  feelings  out  of  the  matter  as  much  as 
possible  and  to  only  aim  at  restoring  to  the  public 
those  fisheries  which  the  Crown  should  never  have 
deprived  them  of  by  giving  them  up  to  private  people. 
It  is  well  to  remember  the  Belgian  motto  that  strength 
lies  in  union.  If  the  officials  of  the  two  great  London 
associations  will  now  work  harmoniously  together  for 
the  common  good — and  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
they  will  not  do  so — much  can  be  eSected.  If  they 
are  disunited,  they  can  do  little  or  nothing.  I 
imagine  there  cannot  be  two  opinions  as  to  the  im- 
portance of  obtaining  these  upper  Thames  fisheries  for 
the  public  and  placing  them  under  the  control  of 
some  public  body  which  would  keep  tliem  stocked, 
regulate  them,  and  so  forth. — Yours  truly,       "  C." 


SIR  ROGER  PALMER  r.  ANDREWS. 
Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  space  in  your 
columns  for  a  few  words  in  favour  of  "  Andrews,"  who 
is  fighting  not  his  own  battle  alone,  but  the  battle  of 
the  public.  I  am  surprised  at  even  Mr.  Geen  (for 
whom  I  have  the  greatest  respect)  making  sucii  a 
sweeping  assertion  as  to  say — "  The  anglers  of  London 
are  of  one  opinion  about  this  case,  and  have  determined 
not  to  subscribe  funds  to  aid  actions  against  those 
whom  they  believe  to  be  undoubted  owners  of  fishing 
rights." 

Is  there  no  one  else  in  London  who  takes  an  interest 
in  Thames  anglers  and  angling  ?  Can  he  tell  me  how 
long  the  Anglers'  Association  have  constituted  them- 
selves a  Court  of  Justice,  and  by  what  right  they — 
because  they  choose  to  withdraw  their  support — 
attempt  to  prejudice  the  case  amongst  London  anglers 
and  those  who  are  still  willing  to  support  it  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  it  is  actionable,  as  it  is  a  poor  man's 
case  they  are  vilifying,  bat  it  makes  some  of  us  4,000 
anglers — myself  amongst  the  number,  who  support 
(in  fact,  constitute)  the  Anglers'  Association — it  makes 
us  wonder,  I  say,  whether  everything  is  fair  and  above- 
board,  whether  there  is  not  something  that  should  be 
known,  or  else  why  this  sudden  change  of  front  ? 

Here  are  two  statements  I  cannot  reconcile:  At  a 
meeting  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Oct.  4,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-president  of  the 
Anglers'  Association),  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  P.  iSorge, 
the  following  resolutioa  was  adopted :  "  That  this 
meeting  having  heard  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cecil  A. 
Lumley,  desires  to  express  its  sympathy  with  James 
Andrews  in  the  action  brought  against  him  by  Sir  R. 
Palmer,  and  pledges  itself  to  assist  and  support  Andrews 
to  the  best  uf  its  potrer." 

Now,  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  take  it  that  Mr. 
BecketD  represented  the  Anglers'  Association  at  tnat 
meeting.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  previously 
quoted,  Mr.  Geen  says  :  "  We  have  always  con- 
sidered our  interests  best  served  by  respecting  privatn 
rights."  Certainly  very  good  sentiments,  but,  as  I 
said  before,  I  cannot  reconcile  the  two  statements  — 
one  coming  from  the  president  and  the  other  from  the 
vice-president  of  the  same  association. — Yours,  etc., 
Charles  Chaplais, 
Secretary,  Thames  Anglers'  Defence  League. 
14,  Blenheim-crescent,  Netting  Hill,  W. 


FISHING  AT  PORTHGWARRA. 

Dear  Sir,— I  don't  know  if  it  might  interest  some 
of  your  readers  to  know  .what  kind  of  sport  we  are 
getting  in  this  far  off  corner  at  this  season.  Some 
very  good  pollack  fishing  was  done  Jiere  last  week,  the 
fish  running  very  good  size.  On  Nov.  26, 1  got  twenty- 
six  pollack,  an  average  of  over  161b.  per  fish,  the  largest 
weighing  281b.,  the  four  largest  making  a  total  of  10()lb. 
Some  of  the  above  were  rawjiing  pollack  :  they  were 
caught  while  sailing  with  a  Wagtail  (Carter's  patent)  ; 
they  were  also  caught  on  a  hand  line  as  the  tide  is  too 
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strong  to  allow  fishing  with  a  rod.  The  fishing  ground 
is  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  from  the  shore, 
and  should  the  weather  continue  favourable  for  next 
week  I  have  no  doubt  some  more  good  hauls  will  be 
made  ;  we  have  also  some  good  conger  fishing  at  this 
place.— Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jackson 


AN  ANGLERS'  PARADISE— CLOSE  OF  SALMON 
FISHING  ON  THE  TWEED. 
Deab  Sie  — The  season  for  salmon  fishing  closed 
to-night  (Nov.  30),  and  compared  with  last  season  this 
has  been  a  very  poor  one  here  near  Peebles.  How- 
ever, during  this  week  a  good  many  large  fish  have 
been  taken  with  fly,  the  only  lure  allowed  in  this 
part  where  the  angler  is  permitted  to  fish  without  fee 
or  licence  of  any  kind.  Our  little  village  has  been 
favouied  with  a  visit  from  the  Messrs.  Hardy,  of 
Alnwick,  the  famous  cane  rod  and  tackle  makers,  and 
I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  see  their  wondeiful  steel 
centre  rods  do  some  grand  work  in  securing  several 
large  salmon  during  this  week.  Fish  have  been  sot 
up  to  nearly  401b.  I  saw  one  of  the  Brothers  Hardy 
hook,  play,  and  land  a  tweuty-three-pounder,  besides 
some  other  slightly  less  weig'hty  salmon.  I  saw  the 
steel  centre  rod  anticipate  every  rush  of  the  fish,  and 
when  its  work  was  done  it  was  as  straight  as  ever,  and 
looked  all  the  better  for  having  a  severe  tussle.  I 
learned  much  from  quietly  observing  these  artistic 
anglers,  their  methods  of  casting,  hooking,  playing, 
and  landing  their  fish,  and  I  was  impressed  with  what 
a  steel  centre  cane  built  rod  can  quickly  do.  Inner- 
leithen, in  my  opinion,  is  an  anglers'  paradise,  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  for  many,  many  miles  on  the  Tweed 
being  free,  without  let  or  hindrance,  splendid  hilly 
country,  very  beautiful,  and  grand  air.  Living 
extremely  good  and  very  moderate,  and  every  native 
delighted  to  see  an  angler.    Who  needs  a  better  place  ? 


— Yours  truly, 
Innerleithen,. N.B. 


C.  Moffat. 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 
Deab  Sir,— I  regret  that  the  correspondence  is 
becoming  more  or  less  of  a  quibble.  I  was  in  the 
hopes  that  someone  else  would  come  forward  with  a 
list  of  good  trout,  but  probably  these  fishermen  are  too 
shy.  I  could  name  two  men  I  have  fished  with  this 
year  who  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  have  beaten 
me  thoroughly,  and  I  trust  we  mav  hear  their  experi- 
ence. My  object  is  not  to  disprove  the  existence  of 
large  numbers  of  small  trout,  but  to  show  that  there 
are  large  trout  too,  and  I  believe  that  if  this  district 
were  properly  looked  after  we  should  soon  be 
proud  of  our  trout  fishing.  I  know  for  a  fact  that 
ponds  are  frequently  drained  and  all  fish  destroyed, 
and  also  that  many  fishermen  actually  hire  boys  to 
"  puddle  "  the  stream  for  them  while  they  fish  with 
worm  about  one  hundred  yards  down  and  catch  any 
number  up  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  a  day.  It  is  a 
pity  this  wholesale  destruction  is  allowed.  I  have 
reported  these  matters  to  our  Fishery  Board,  but 
merely  get  an  acknowledgment  of  my  letter.  Can 
any  reader  tell  me  what  the  duty  of  a  fishery  board 
is  beyond  insisting  upon  fishermen  paying  a  licence  ? 
Is  there  any  means  of  finding  out  how  the  money  is 
spent,  and  also  as  the  police  look  after  gun  licences 
why  they  cannot  also  look  after  fishing  licences?— 
Yours  faithfully,  ■<  ^j^y  " 


Deab  Sie,— Although  I  am  always  prepared  to 
accept  the  responsibility  for  anything  I  may  say 
verbally  or  in  writing,  I  strongly  object  to  be  saddled 
with  the  paternity  of  statements  I  have  not  made. 
The  Gentleman  from  Cardifl  in  his  reply  last  week 
says,  "  I  fancy  Mr.  Simms  had  conserved  streams  in 
his  mind  when  he  wrote  his  first  letter  containing 
allusions  to  the  Thames  and  southern  streams." 

In  the  first  place  permit  me  to  point  out  that  the 
Thames  is  not  a  conserved  river,  and  in  the  next 
place  I  made  no  reference  direct  or  indirect  in  any  of 
the  letters  I  have  written  on  the  subject  of  west 
country  trout  to  either  the  Thames  or  the  southern 
streams.  It  is  true  that  the  Thames  and  the  southern 
streams  have  been  dragged  into  the  correspondence 
but  It  was  by  the  Gentleman  from  Cardiff  and  not  by 
me.  He  next  asserts  in  a  very  light  and  airy  fashion 
that  west  is  west  whether  it  is  in  England  or  in  Wales. 
That  is,  I  admit,  perfectly  correct,  because  no  amount 
of  hair  splitting  on  the  part  of  the  Gentleman  from 
Cardiff  will  make  the  west  any  other  point  of  the 
compass  than  the  west.  There  is,  however,  a  vast 
amount  of  difference  between  the  western  portion  of 
England,  the  ancient  Wessex  of  the  Saxon  Heptarchy, 
or,  as  we  now  know  it,  the  "  West  Countree,"  and  a 
country  as  Wales  is,  lying  to  the  West  of  England. 
Here  the  Gentleman  from  Cardiff  appears  to  stultify 
himself  in  the  most  complete  and  successful  fashion. 
He  coolly  owns  that  he  was  aware  that  both  Mr. 
Barton  and  myself  were  referring  to  the  trout  caught  in 
the  West  of  England  and  not  to  the  west  of  it,  and  yet 
in  the  face  of  that  damaging  admission  of  the  weakness 
of  his  case  he  endeavours  to  carry  his  point  by  citing 
the  Usk  and  the  Moonow,  two  streams  which  have 
not  even  the  most  remote  connection  with  the  "  West 


Countree."  It  is  perhaps  as  well  that  he  has  said 
adieu,  for  any  man  who  resorts  to  such  a  devious 
line  of  argument,  and  defiantly  announces  that 
he  has  done  so,  is  anything  but  a  straightforward 
or  truthful  debater.  Such  a  style  of  argument  may 
be  de  rigneur  in  Wales,  but  here  it  awakens  in  the 
minds  of  all  fair-minded  people  that  charitable  feeling 
of  pity  for  the  perpetrator  which  is  stronger  everuthan 
contempt.— Yours  truly,  G.  E.  Simms. 

[If  the  Monnow  is  not  in  the  West  of  England,  then 
it  has  taken  a  new  departure  since  we  fished  it.  And 
has  the  Usk  also  changed  its  geographical  position  '> 
All  England  bordering  on  Wales  is  true  West  oif 
England,  of  course. — Ed.] 


THE  EELS  SLIPPED  BY. 

Deab  Sir. — I  read  the  following  in  a  daily  paper  :  

"  While  we  drank  our  tea  we  discussed  eels  and  eel 
catching.  My  companion  had  not  had  very  good  luck 
during  the  autumn.  When  the  eels  began  running  he 
caught  hardly  any.  Seeing  that  another  eel-catcher, 
whose  sett  was  fixed  a  mile  or  two  down-stream,  made 
good  catches  the  emptiness  of  his  pod  puzzled  him, 
but  after  a  week  or  two  he  discovered  that  the  bottom 
of  his  sett  was  resting  on  a  log  in  the  river-bed,  leaving 
a  space  through  which  the  eels  could  pass  under  the 
net."  Another  proof,  if  one  were  wanting,  that  it  is 
possible  to  follow  a  pursuit  or  calling  thirty,  forty,  or 
even  fifty  years  to  be  deceived  in  the  end. 

I  cannot  understand  an  eel-catcher  who  had  been 
one  season  at  the  game  netting  for  "  a  week  or  two 
before  he  discovered  that  the  bottom  of  his  net  was 
resting  on  a  log,"  let  alone  "a  patriarchal  eel-catcher." 
The  mere  fact  of  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  or 
fifth  hoop  of  the  net  resting  on  a  log  should  not  prevent 
a  single  eel  from  going  in  at  the  mouth  of  the  net  if 
it  were  held  well  down  on  a  level  bottom  with  properly 
weighted  poles  as  it  should  be.  No  one  but  an  idiot 
would  set  such  a  net  on  a  rough,  uneven  bottom  where 
it  would  be  impossible  for  it  to  lie  perfectly  level,  and 
as  close  to  the  ground  as  a  carpet.  I  argue  'thus 
because  the  log  must  have  been  a  considerable  depth 
in  the  water  or  the  old  gentleman  would  have  seen  it, 
and  I  conclude  that  the  mouth  of  his  net  must  have 
been  all  sixes  and  sevens  for  him  to  go  two  weeks  without 
catching  hardly  any,  "whilst  another  eel-catcher, 
whose  sett  was  fixed  a  mile  or  two  down  stream  made 
good  catches."  Eels  go  gliding  along  with  such'happy 
freedom,  more  especially  on  dark,  stormy,  rainy  nights 
that  the  mouth  of  the  net  must  be  fixed  in  a  very 
loose  and  careless  fashion  for  them  to  escape  under  it 
as  described.    I  do  not  wonder  at  him  being  puzzled. 

The  last  charming  little  river  I  saw  operated  on  by 
several  professional  Thames  netsmen  to  clear  it  of 
pike  and  coarse  fish  for  trout  I  shall  never  forget. 
.A.fter  several  hauls  carefully  carried  out  they  caught 
about  a  dozen  fish,  where  afterwards  they  took  a  very 
large  number.  The  bed  of  the  river  was  so  full  of  hidden 
dilbris  that,  until  it  was  thoroughly  cleared  at  a  great 
expense,  the  nets  did  not  work  properly,  and  like  that 
of  the  old  eel-catcher  were  always  sufficiently  raised 
for  the  fish  to  escape. 

I  and  a  gentleman  connected  with  the  fishery 
caught  almost  as  many  one  day  fly  and  bottom  fishin"-. 
I  had  some  really  capital  perch,  and  he  caught  one 
roach  weighing  IJlb.,  and  two  chub  about  21b.  each, 
and  lost  another.  I  never  saw  an  angler  use  such 
cobweb  tackle.  The  last'  and  best  chub  got  his  cast 
entangled  in  a  thorn  bush  near  which  he  was  casting 
his  fly,  where  he  held  him  for  about  twenty-five 
seconds.    A  splendid  performance  I 

It  took  five  or  six  of  us  about  twenty  minutes 
to  clear  the  net  of  the  abominable  mess  every 
draw,  and  all  our  time,  trouble,  and  money  wasted. 
The  most  likely-looking  places  which  we  tried  as  sure 
finds  often  proved  the  very  worst— thorns  and  twios 
from  the  hedges,  and  pieces  of  small  branches  with 
nasty  forks  were  the  chief  trouble ;  and  amongst  it  all 
one  could  often  see  good  fish  rushing  down  the 
shallows. 

Even  bailiffs  are  often  greatly  deceived  with 
respect  to  netting.  For  instance,  in  a  certain  trout 
strearn  some  years  ago  the  bailiff  declared  to  me  that 
he  had  netted  every  pike  in  the  river.  Before  I  left 
I  caught  three  in  one  hole  that  weighed  141b.,  and  a 
friend  who  was  with  me  caught  two  more.  I  never 
saw  a  man  more  disgusted  in  my  life.  On  my  next 
visit  he  again  greeted  me  with  the  same  old  cry  "  it 
IS  no  use  trying,  you  won't  catch  a  pike."  Resul't  —I 
caught  two  that  weighed  just  over  181b.  Let  us  suppose 
that  there  are  eight  pike  in  the  pool  where  I  cau<rht 
the  three  weighing  141b.  and  one  lljlb.  I  would  take 
very  short  odds  that  this  cock-sure  bailiff  could  not 
catch  two  of  them.  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  not  so 
easy  to  net  a  pike  as  you  imagine,  more  especially  if 
you  are  foolish  enough  to  allow  him  to  see  or  touch 
the  net.  You  may  take  my  word  that  the  difficulties 
m  this  particular  instance  are  so  great  that  the  pike 
would  simply  laugh  at  him.  If  some  rats  had  not 
relieved  me  of  two  or  three  of  my  live  dace  in  the 
night  (sewer  rats)  I  should  probably  have  had  two 
more  pike. 

Lastly,  I  received  a  letter  about  three  weeks  since 


in  which  the  secretary  to  the  fishery  asked  me  to  go 
and  catch  a  pike  Weighing  151b.  in  the  river  referred 
to  above,  not  so  very  far  from  the  old  pool,  "  Where  all 
the  pike  have  been  netted  out  for  sartin."  Like  many 
more  things  I  wot  of,  it  is  easier  said  than  done. — 
Yours  truly,  A. 


TAPERED  OR  UNTAPERED  CASTS. 

Sir, — Will  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  can  tell  me 
whether  level  trout- casts  are  advisable  for  fly  fishing, 
ordinary  (wet  fly)  mostly. ,  I  can  make  up  casts  from 
Refina  undrawn,  but  don't  care  for  trouble  of  tapering 
them.  Does  it  really  make  much  difference  ? — Yours, 

W.  J.  W.  Attwood. 

[We  should  be  glad  to  have  the  opinion  of  fly  fishers 
on  the  point  raised  by  our  correspondent.  We  prefer 
a  tapered  gut  cast  because  it  casts  better  against  a 
\yind ;  also  because  it  confines  the  weakest  part  of  the 
line  to  the  one  or  two  links  next  the  fly,  and  a  fish 
which  breaks  you  only  gets  away  with  a  foot  or  so  of 
gut — if  the  gut  is  the  same  strength  in  all  its  length  it 
may  break  at  the  loop  of  the  reel  line.  Still  we  know 
some  anglers  stick  to  the  old-fashioned  cast  of  level 
gut. — Ed.] 


ANOTHER  "PECtfLIAR"  PISH. 
Dear  Sir, — Whilst  fishing  at  Southend  on  Dec.  1, 
I  managed  to  capture,  amongst  other  fish,  a  flounder 
with  its  mouth  and  gill  opening  set  the  reverse  way  to 
the  ordinary. 

I  have  from  time  to  time  caught  a  great  many  flat- 
fish, both  dabs  and  flounders,  but  this  particular  fish 
is  the  first  I  have  noticed  either  of  my  own  or  of  other 
persons'  catching. 

My  experience  of  sea  fishing  is  not  of  very  long 
duration,  and  I  should  very  much  like  to  know  from 
someone  with  more  experience  than  myself  as  to 
whether  it  is  an  unusual  circumstance  or  otherwise. — 
Yours  truly,  Heney  Tisley. 


CANADIAN  SALMON  TAKING  FLY. 
Deab  Sir, — Captain  Alfred  Torrens,  of  Hayes 
Common,  Kent,  writes  me  as  follows  in  reference  to 
above  subject : — "  I  am  afraid  you  misunderstood  me 
about  the  photos  of  salmon  which  I  sent  you.  They 
were  Sahno  salar,  and  were  taken  on  the  Atlantic 
side.  All  the  Canadian  rivers  running  into  the  sea 
have  these  fine  salmon  in  them.  The  salmon  on  the 
Pacific  side,  I  believe,  scarcely  ever  rise  to  a  fly,  but 
are  caught  by  artificial  baits.  The  Pacific  fish  are 
mostly  '  canned,'  and  they  must  be  strong  fish  judging 
by  tho  distances  they  travel.  Entering  the  mouths  of 
the  Columbia  and  Eraser  rivers  they  penetrate  to  the 
mountain  ranges  of  British  Columbia.  I  thoroughly 
coincide  with  the  editorial  remarks  of  the  Fishing. 
Gazette  attached  to  your  letter.  I  have  been  four 
different  times  in  British  Columbia,  fishing,  and  have 
not  there  heard  of  a  salmon  on  the  Pacific  side  taking 
a  fly."  As  tho  writer  of  the  foregoing  is  an 
experienced  salmon  fisherman  and  a  thorough  sports- 
man, his  evidence  may  be  accepted  as  conclusive. 
And  here  let  me  add  his  words  of  warning  to  those 
who  suppose  they  can  get  free  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Atlantic  side.  He  says  that  all  such  fishing  rights 
are  let  by  the  Government,  and  that  those  who  wish 
to  catch  salmon  with  rod  and  line  must  be  prepared 
to  pay  the  lessees  for  the  privilege  of  so  doing. — Yours 
truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent. 

SUCCESS  IN  SEA-FISHING. 

Deae  Sie, — Under  the  above  heading  I  read  in  your 
advertisement  column  that  such  can  only  be  secured 
by  using  "up-to-date  tackle"  as  supplied  by  well- 
known  and  greatly-esteemed  makers  in  Plymouth, 
whose  novelties  have  "stood  the  test  of  129  years  "— 
rather  an  anachronism  after  "  up-to-date."  I  am  no 
sea-fisherman,  a  solitary  experience  before  rods  came 
into  requisition  being  my  excuse  for  thinking  that 
while  for  pleasure  pit-r-angling  for  very  small  fish 
light  rod,  etc.,  may  be  indispensable,  large  fish  can  be 
had  in  deep  water  on  the  coarsest  contrivance,  if  one 
is  conducted  to  the  spot. 

Some  fifteen  years  ago  two  of  us,  finding  Stennis  no 
good,  anchored  in  thirty-five  fathoms  off  Hoy  Cliffs, 
Stromness.  The  boatman  knew  the  spot,  and  supplied 
everything,  bar  lunch.  On  fixing  up — the  cod  and 
vaiijus  other  good  "pullers"  were  in  evidence — 
brobdingnagian  tackle  went  overboard,  and  all  day 
long,  bar  a  pause  when  tide  was  wrong,  we  hauled  in 
cod,  etc.,  from  221b.,  and  with  over  120  of  spoil  filled 
the  centre  of  the  craft.  Well  pleased  (and  so  was  our 
man)  we  returned  with  over  one  hundred  of  all  sorts 
and  sizes — large  cod  worth  Is.,  the  rest  12s.  Gd. — 
— Yours  truly,  J.  R.  0. 

[If  our  correspondent  will  read  the  advertisement 
again  he  will  see  that  the  firm  claim  they  have  stood 
the  test  of  129  years,  and  the  secret  of  their  prosperity 
is  that  they  have  always  sold  up-to-date  tackle.  No 
doubt  when  sea-fish  are  feeding  well  they  are  not  very 
particular,  but  the  best  tackle  will  always  beat  inferior 
tackle  in  the  long  run. — Ed.] 
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The  Fishihq  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son'8  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Flshlnf; 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressee 
to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  uiul  Pinprittor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  o(  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    lO'- 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    6*.  id. 

,     Three  Months     ditto  ditto    2».  M, 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  Including  postage    12*.  M. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2  2 

Half  Cohimn  or  Eighth  Page    1  6 

Small  advertisements  it.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

The  life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  In  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

AdKertistrntnts  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'clcck  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertlsementi  ihonld  be 
addressed  to  the  ADVERTISEMENT  MANAOER,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  RIVSAM,  Londoo." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Hotbom. 


OUE  CHEISTMAS  NUMBEE 

WILL  BE  PUBLISHED 

ON  SATUEDAY,  DECEMBER  21. 
Peice  2d. 

Advertisers  will  oblige  by  sending  in  copy 
as  early  as  possible. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPOEATBD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  DECEMBER  14th,  1901. 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  in  Iceland. 
The  following  information  comes  direct  from  the 
gentleman  who  has  the  fishing,  and  is,  I  have  no 
doubt,  quite  reliable.    I  think  some  one  may  like 
to  make  a  note  of  it : — 

Deae  Sib, — Yours  of  Nov.  25  received.  My  river  is 
the  Langiis,  on  Borgar  Fiord,  two  and  a  half  hours  by 
steamer  from  Ruykjavik;  thence  to  house  (which  is  on 
the  river)  by  good  driving  or  riding  road,  about  five 
miles,  English.  I  have  the  whole  river,  twenty-five 
miles,  lakes  to  sea ;  salmon  in  twelve  to  thirteen 
miles;  above  that  trout  or  char  (lake).  House  con- 
tains two  bedrooms,  sitting-room,  kitchen  and  pantry, 
with  cellar  on  ground  floor ;  large  room  for  two 
gaSers  and  separate  room  for  English  servant  in 
attic.  Everything,  except  linen,  found,  or  left  in 
order.  Good  outside  store  houses;  mutton,  milk, 
eggs,  lamb ;  from  Pas3on  other  stores  must  be  taken. 

I  have  fished  three  seasons  in  Iceland  and  never 
saw  a  mosquito,  and  was  never  bitten  by  a  fly ;  tbey 
are  confined  to  the  big  lakes — for  instance,  at  the 
Sog  on  Thingvall,  where  life  is  sometimes  impossible 
from  the  black  fly.  Only  fly  we  have  is  the  blue- 
bottle ;  we  have  to  clean  and  salt  our  spare  salmon 
quickly  because  of  them.  I  sell  all  my  fish  (spare)  at 
Borg,  five  miles  off. 

Last  season  friend  and  self  had  378  salmon  and 
grilse  June  and  July.  August  I  let  it,  and  they  got 
about  one  hundred  fish  (salmon  and  grilse),  but  I 
most  stupidly  did  not  keep  an  exact  record.  I  also 
got  about  120  trout  and  char  over  lib.  I  want  £120 
for  August.  Fish  run  small ;  average  about  T^lb.  up 
to  201b.,  but  they  are  increasing  in  weight  since  I 
bought  up  all  the  nets. 

All  other  particulars  at  Bernards',  4,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly.  I  am  in  London  after  this  till  Dec.  20, 
when  I  go  to  Egypt  till  April. — Yours  truly, 

24,  Palace-court,  S.W.       Wm.  Okan  Campbell. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Feilding,  F.L.S.,  Director  of  Lord 
Denbigh's  Fish  Hatcheries  at  Downing,  Holywell, 
N.  Wales,  has  in  hand  some  important  fisli  culture 
work  for  the  Countess  of  Cromartie  at  Drumrunie, 
on  the  west  coast  of  Ross-shire,  where  he  has 
designed  and  laid  out  a  hatchery  capable  of  dealing 
with  nearly  280,000  ova.  This  year  the  Countess 
l^urposes  raising  some  35,000  salmon,  100,000 
rainbows  for  the  lochs,  as  well  as  brown  trout.  He 
is  supplying  all  the  ova  and  plant,  the  latter  being 
designed  after  the  latest  American  and  German 
patterns.  There  will  be  eight  fry  raising  ponds, 
together  with  "  floating  nurseries,"  "  automatic 
fry  planters  "  for  salmon,  etc.,  all  designed  or  made 
by  Mr.  Feilding.  This  week  he  is  stocking  the 
lake  at  Eaton  with  rainbow  trout  for  the  Duke  of 
Westminster. 


Free  Fisheries  in  the  Thames. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  send  you  fm-ther  copy 
of  correspondence  herein,  if  you  deem  same  worthy 
of  publication. — Yours  faithfully, 

12,  Regent-street,  H.  W.  Higgins, 

Pall  Mall,  S.W.     Hon.  Sec.  Thames  Angling 
Dec.  10.  Preservation  Society. 

"  Thames  Preservation  League, 

"1,  Great  College -street, 

"Westminster,  S.W., 
"  Dec.  5,  1901. 
"  To  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  Esq.,  L.C.C., 

"  President  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
"  12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
"  Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  your  letter  to 
hand  this  morning.  I  hope  that  you  will  be 
able  to  attend  the  conference  on  the  18th  inst. 
as  a  representative  of  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
servation Society.  I  quite  agree  with  you  that 
the  proposal  primarily  affects  anglers,  and  can 
assure  you  that  if  any  other  body  can  be  found 
willing  to  try  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  the 
piu'pose  of  freeing  the  fisheries  of  the  Thames  I 
shall  be  only  too  glad,  for  already  I  have  quite 
as  much  Parliamentary  work  as  I  can  well  get 
through  for  the  Commons  and  Footpaths'  Pre- 
servation Society.  My  own  feeling  is,  however, 
that  it  is  desirable  that  all  persons  and  societies 
interested  m  the  River  Thames  from  every  point 
of  view  should  be  asked  to  assist  in  the  move- 
ment if  we  are  to  succeed,  and,  therefore,  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  necessary  that  the  movement 
should  be  wholly  confined  to  anglers.  If  we 
can  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  best 
course  to  pursue,  the  details  with  reference  to 
the  Parliamentary  work  can  be  settled  at  a  later 
date. 

"  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  will  have  the 
privilege  of  your  presence  and  advice  on  the 
18th  inst.  The  President  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  and  of  the  Central  Association  will 
be  present. — Yours  truly, 

"  Lawrence  W.  Chubb,  Hon.  Sec." 

"  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  S.W. 
"  Dec.  10,  1901. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  obliged  for  your 
further  letter  of  Dec.  5,  and  regi-et  my  inability 
to  attend  your  meeting  on  Dec.  18  on  account  of 
absence  from  town. 

"  May  I  ask  if  there  is  any  immediate  need  to 
proceed  in  the  first  instance  for  Parliamentary 
powers  ?  There  are  many  parts  of  the  upper 
river,  I  believe,  where  the  admitted  owners  of 
fisheries  have,  for  many  years  past,  given  not 
only  permission  to  angle  therein,  but  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  funds  of  the  local  associations,  or 
rendered  valuable  aid  in  giving  fish,  etc.,  for 
stocking,  subject  only  to  the  proper  behaviour, 
etc.,  of  the  anglers,  local  or  otherwise,  who  avail 
themselves  of  such  privilege. 

"  I  would  again  point  out  that  after  obtaining 
all  necessary  information,  that  in  the  first  place 
it  would  be  well  for  all  the  up  river  associations 
and  their  friends  to  approach  some  responsible 
and  capable  body  in  order  that  they  might  take 
up  the  question  of  free  fisheries. 

"  I  assume  that  no  matter  other  than  the 
abo\'e  will  be  brought  into  discussion,  and  my 
idea,  therefore,  of  such  an  authority  as  might 
obtain  any  requisite  powers  is  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Board,  who,  as  far  as  I  know,  have 
always  behaved  in  a  fair  and  conciliatory  way  to 
anglers.  Its  members  are  elected  from  e\ery 
county  council  having  jurisdiction  in  the  various 
reaches  of  the  river  throughout  its  whole  course. 


Its  bye-laws  at  jn-cacmt  rerjulate  the  whole  of  Ihc 
fisheries.  It  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tho 
privileges  sought  to  be  acquired  and  of  tJic 
evidence  in  tlie  whole  of  the  Blue  Books  of 
the  House  of  Connnons  Enquiry  of  1884  on  tho 
question  of  ovvnershi|)s  of  tlie  river  bed.  The 
conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  that  enquiry  tends, 
so  far  as  my  memory  serves  mc,  to  pro\c  that 
tho  ownership  of  every  yard  of  the  river  from 
Cricklade  to  Staines  was  covered  by  a  succession 
of  manors,  now  apportioned  amongst  various 
owners,  to  wliom  franchises  have  been  granted. 

"  Personally,  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  voice 
as  far  as  possible  the  wishes  of  all  anglers  at  the 
London  County  Council  and  to  our  representa- 
tives on  the  Conservancy  Board.  If  the  various 
members  of  tlie  other  councils  are  appealed  to 
by  the  executive  of  the  up  river  associations 
and  their  supporters,  and  can  be  induced  to 
lend  their  aid,  a  potent  factor  in  the  success  of 
the  scheme  will  have  been  secured. 

"  One  consideration  throughout  must  be,  how- 
ever, borne  in  mind — where  the  funds  arc  to 
come  from  to  meet  preliminary,  legal,  and  other 
expenditure,  to  pay  and  maintain  any  rights 
subsequently  to  be  obtained.  It  is  constantly 
alleged  that  the  Conservancy  Board  have  no 
further  revenue  than  is  now  absolutely  required 
for  the  urgent  needs  of  river  preservation.  It 
cannot  be  expected  that  county  councils  beyond 
the  metropolitan  areas  will  be  eager  to  find 
money  or  raise  rates  to  secure  privileges  for 
London  anglers  alone.  They  might,  perhaps,  be 
inclined  to  aid  if  the  matter  is  not  too  costly, 
and  if  the  local  angling  societies  and  residents 
ask  them  to  do  so. 

"  I  am  afraid  you  must  not  coimt  upon  my 
attendance  at  conferences  as  my  time  is  very 
fully  occupied. 

"  At  the  risk  of  reiteration  I  must  again  dwell 
upon  my  first  proposals — namely,  the  fullest 
enquiry  to  arrive  at  all  the  facts  and  conditions 
of  the  case,  and  following  upon  it.  Then 
thorough  and  careful  consideration  with  the 
object  of  drawing  up  as  complete  a  scheme  as 
possible  to  be  laid  before  the  various  riparian 
and  other  authorities. — Yours  truly, 

"  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  President, 
"  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
"  Lawrence  W.  Chdbb,  Esq." 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to 
approach  the  Riparian  Owners'  Association  to  see 
on  what  terms,  if  any,  they  would  be  prepared  to 
abandon  their  claims  to  the  fishing  rights.  How 
can  public  bodies  be  expected  to  subscribe  to  buy 
certain  property  unless  they  know  what  the  owners 
of  the  property  will  sell  it  for  7 


The  Clause  against  too  much  Salmon  in  the 
Apprentice  Indenture. 
Mr.  Edward  Sturdy  writes  :  "  I  note  you  publish 
a  letter  on  the  indenture  myth.  For  my  own  part, 
I  should  not  believe  in  the  clause,  even  if  such 
should  be  found.  If  there  has  ever  been  such  a 
condition,  it  will  have  referred  to  grav  id  fish  and 
kelts,  of  which  in  some  seasons  great  numbers  are 
found  in  shallow  water  in  some  of  the  southern 
rivers  and  of  which  big  hauls  could  readily  be  got. 
In  some  of  the  Scottish  Border  streams  the  "  fore 
and  tail  dams,"  as  the  mill  leets  are  called,  are 
sometimes  half  a  mile  long.  By  them,  in  medium 
water,  the  whole  river  could  be  diverted  from  the 
main  channel,  and  every  fish  therein  killed.  I  once 
coimted  fifty,  some  of  301b.,  in  one  of  my  water 
meadow  drains,  which  could  have  been  laid  dry  in 
an  hour.  Clean  salmon  can  never  have  been  at  a 
discount."  R.  B.  Marstox. 


A  FLOOD  THAT  FAILED. 


When  your  last  day  on  a  salmon  river  is  also 
your  last  of  the  season,  it  is  necessarily  a  day  of 
such  high  hopes  that  the  standard  of  satisfactory 
sport  goes  up  with  a  rush.  The  last  day  is  to  be 
the  day  of  days,  and  will  compensate  for  all 
previous  disappointments.  Such  was  my  hope  for 
the  last  day  of  the  past  season. 

I  was  at  Inverary  on  my  way  south  from  the  joys 
of  Island  angling,  and  after  fishing  with  success 
some  of  the  other  small  salmon  rivers  in  that  lovely 
district  of  Argyll,  yearned,  as  only  the  keen  can 
yearn,  for  a  day  of  crowning  success  on  the  Aray 
as  ft  fitting  conclusion  to  the  season. 
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All  promised  well  the  night  before ;  rain  began  to 
fall  in  torrents,  and  the  last  sounds  I  heard  as  I 
fell  asleep  in  a  fevered  state  of  expectation  were  the 
steady  patter  of  rain  on  the  roof  and  the  roar  of 
the  river  under  the  ancient  bridge.  The  morrow 
would  surely  break  wet,  with  the  river  still  pouring 
a  deep-voiced  tribute  to  the  sea. 

My  waking  senses  missed  the  joyful  sound  of 
falling  rain,  and  the  roar  of  the  promised  spate  was 
only  the  faint  murmuring  of  a  fallen  M'ater.  The 
fickle  weather,  true  to  the  tantalising  ohajracter  it 
had  won  in  a  season  of  disappointments,  had  changed 
its  mood  in  the  night.  The  rain  had  ceased  in  the 
small  hours,  and  the  spate  had  spent  its  force 
before  the  "heath-cock  shrilly  crew"  to  hail  the 
first  lighting  of  the  far  peak  of  Ben  Buie. 

An  hour  and  a  half  after,  one  was  by  the  banks 
of  the  Upper  Aray,  just  in  time  to  realise  what  one 
had  missed  by  some  four  hours.  In  the  upper 
water  there  is  one  of  the  finest  pools  on  the  river, 
the  pool  on  which  the  writer  had  founded  his  fond 
hopes  of  a  day  of  days.  This  pool  begins  in  a 
rough  stream,  and  in  times  of  flood  the  current 
flows  fairly  strong  for  about  fifty  yards,  and  then 
assumes  a  more  sober  gait  where  the  water  deepens. 
The  streamy  portion  is  from  three  to  four  feet  deep 
when  a  spate  is  coming  dovra,  and  the  salmon 
come  up  from  the  deep  water  below  and  spread 
themselves  all  over  the  stream.  ■'  A  fish  any  cast  ' 
is  the  rule  of  the  stream,  and  far  more  are  killed  in 
the  rapid  and  shallower  part  of  the  pool  than  in 
the  deeper  water  below,  the  very  tail  excepted.  In 
such  a  pool  you  must  get  the  water  at  the  right 
height  or  j^ou  will  angle  in  vain.  This  morning  it 
was  too  low.  The  fish  had  all  left  the  stream — one 
could  see  the  bed  of  the  river — and  had  fallen  back 
into  the  deep  water.  There  they  were  "  rising  to 
themselves,"  like  bum  trout  on  a  June  evening; 
but  the  simile  is  deceptive,  for  the  resemblance 
was  only  in  externals.  There  was  not  a  breath  of 
wind,  and  the  current  was  so  slow  and  stately  that 
the  pool  was  as  hopeless  as  sheer  dead  water.  The 
rising  fish  certainly  tempted  the  angler  to  try  "  far 
and  fine "  methods  with  trout  flies,  fished  up 
stream  and  down.  When  C.  B.  Fry  fished  the  pool 
with  the  writer — and  the  famous  cricketer  knows 
how  to  handle  a  rod  as  well  as  a  bat — the  water 
was  if  anything  lower,  yet  he  rose  a  fish  casting  up 
stream  with  small  trout  flies  on  a  very  fine  cast. 
To-day  not  even  a  rise  gilds  the  gloom,  though  the 
fish  keep  swirling  up  here,  there,  and  everywhere 
"  on  their  own." 

Higher  up  there  was  just  a  chance  of  a  fish  in 
two  pools.  One  of  these  lies  immediately  above 
the  long  pool,  but  to-daj',  though  it  looked  in 
order,  it  proved  as  tenantless  as  on  all  other  days 
this  season.  Yet  once  it  was  a  sure  hold.  Another 
misfortune,  too,  added  tp  the  disappointments  of 
the  day.  The  angler  got  himg  up  and  broke  his 
top  piece  just  at  the  joint.  He  had  only  a  spinning 
top  in  reserve,  and  had  to  mend  the  broken  piece 
as  best  he  could.  That  done  a  move  was  made  up 
stream  to  a  narrow  pool  overhung  with  bushes.  A 
salmon  had  been  hooked  and  lost  by  tha  writer  in 
this  pool  three  weeks  before.  The  water  that  day 
was  heavy,  and  the  fish  had  risen  at  the  tail  and 
had  been  lost  just  after  hooking  lightly. 

To-day  the  pool  is  too  low,  but  his  friend  the 
salmon  is  at  home.  Wise  with  experience  the  fish 
had  located  himself  under  a  bush  where  no  fly 
could  possibly  be  worked  to  his  undoing.  He  rose 
twice  with  a  mighty  splash  of  defiance.  Would  a 
worm  succeed  in  luring  him  for  doom  ?  The 
situation  was  desperate,  and  the  end  must  justify 
the  means.  No  sooner  resolved  than  done.  The 
fly  was  taken  off,  a  little  lead  was  twisted  roxmd 
the  gut,  a  bait-hook  was  mounted  and  threaded 
with  a  tempting  bunch  of  wriggling  worms.  This 
was  dropped  well  above  the  fish's  lair  and  allowed 
to  travel  far  in  under  the  bush,  line  being  slowly 
paid  out.  A  sharp  twitch  and  the  line  grows  taut 
and  then  slackens ;  more  line  is  paid  out  and  the 
angler  waits  for  another  "  feel."  Thirty  seconds 
pass  and  then  the  strain  is  slowly  put  on  and 
something  moves  in  stately  fashion  across  stream 
and  out  from  under  the.  bush.  It  feels  too  light 
for  a  salmon,  and  yet  the  strain  is  too  heavy  for  a 
trout.  Is  it  a  "  fush  "  ?  The  question  is  quickly 
and  sharply  answered,  for  what  seemed  so  light 
and  dead  suddenly  becomes  a  thing  of  strength  and 
speed,  and  the  reel  sings  with  the  first  rush  of  my 
friend  the  salmon.  He  fights  hard,  and  the  bushes 
prove  a  trifle  troublesome ;  but  ten  minutes  sees 
him  in  the  net,  the  only  fish  of  the  day  and  the 
last  of  the  season.  Hamish  Stuart, 


JAMES  BLADES:  A  NOTED 
YOEEDALE  FISHEKMAN. 


Few  anglers  who  have  fished  upon  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Yore  are  unacquainted  with  the  well- 
known  character  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
article.  Brown  as  a  gipsy  through  long  exposure 
to  all  kinds  of  weather,  bright  and  intelligent  in 
his  manner,  and  with  an  eye  like  a  hawk.  Blades 
is  every  inch  of  him  what  he  looks— one  of  Nature's 
gentlemen. 

He  was  born  at  Sedbergh  on  May  7,  1848,  but 
only  lived  there  for  twelve  months,  his  parents 
removing  to  the  little  hamlet  of  Cotter,  about  a 
couple  of  miles  from  Hawes.  The  ri\er  Cotter  is 
a  picturesque  stream  which  enters  the  Yore  a  short 
distance  below  Cotter  Force,  which  is  one  of  the 
many  striking  waterfalls  to  be  met  with  in  Upper 
Wensleydale.  It  was  in  this  little  stream  that  he 
caught  his  first  trout — a  half-pounder — when  four 
years  old,  while  fishing  with  old  James  Metcalfe,  a 
native  of  Cotter,  and  at  the  early  age  of  ten  he 
commenced  his  career  as  a  fly-fisher  and  dresser. 
I  shall  never  forget  my  first  visit  to  Hawes,  which 
was  on  Sept.  8,  1877,  for  during  a  week's  stay  it 
hardly  ever  ceased  raining,  and  a  flood  came  down 
the  Yore,  which  did  enormous  damage.  Blades  at 
that  time  was  working  at  West  Hartlepool ,  so  I  did 
not  make  his  acquaintance  until  some  years  later. 
When  he  was  there,  a  period  of  about  five  years. 


James  Blades  and  a  Young  Pupil. 


he  did  a  considerable  amount  of  sea  fishing,  as  the 
trout  streams  in  that  part  of  the  country  were 
few  and  far  between,  but  his  heart  was  set  on 
getting  back  to  "  the  bonny  bright  Yore,"  as  he 
calls  it,  so  in  1883  he  returned  to  Hawes,  where 
he  has  resided  ever  since.  For  the  past  twelve 
years  he  has  been  the  river-watcher  for  the  Hawes 
Angling  Association,  and  no  society  possesses  a 
more  zealous  servant,  for  his  heart  is  thoroughly  in 
his  work.  He  is  a  really  wonderful  fly-fisher  and 
ties  all  his  own  flies  ;  he  is  continually  experiment- 
ing with  fresh  patterns  of  his  own  invention,  and 
they  generally  prove  good  killers.  He  never  rests 
until  he  finds  out  the  natural  fly  that  the  fish  are 
feeding  on,  and  if  he  cannot  find  an  imitation  in 
his  capacious  book,  he  takes  from  a  big  pocket 
inside  his  coat  a  book  of  materials  and  sits  down 
under  the  shelter  of  a  stone  fence  to  dress  one.  I 
have  seen  him  do  this  scores  of  times.  The  man 
is  unselfish  to  the  last  degree,  and  will  always  do 
his  best  to  ensure  sport  for  a  brother  angler.  A 
gentleman  to  whom  I  recommended  Blades  this 
autumn  to  show  him  the  river,  and  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  the  photograph  which  appears  on  this 
page,  afterwards  wrote  to  me  saying,  "  he  is  the 
nicest  man  that  I  have  ever  had  with  me." 

He  invariably  fishes  with  single  hair,  and  on  one 
occasion  he  performed  the  clever  feat  of  hooking 
two  trout  at  once.  The  one  on  the  end  fly  weighed, 
so  far  as  I  recollect,  lib.  lOoz.,  and  the  other,  on 
the  top  dropper,  lib.  6oz.,  and  landed  them  both 
after  playing  them  for  upwards  of  an  hour.  He 
told  me  that  when  he  got  them  both  into  his  landing- 
net  he  waded  ashore,  and  was  completely  exhausted 


through  excitement  and  following  the  two  fish  for 
so  long  up  and  down  the  strong  stream  in  wliicli 
he  hooked  them,  and  to  any  one  who  has  waded  the 
rough,  rocky  bed  of  the  Yore  this  assertion  will 
not  appear  incredible. 

To  the  local  men  in  the  district  he  is  known  as 
"  Sproats,"  but  I  have  never"yet  met  with  anyone 
who  could  tell  me  the  reason  why,  and  I  don't 
think  that  "  Jimmy  "  knows  even  himself. 

He  is  a  thoroughly  true  sportsman,  as  I  think 
the  following  incident  which  came  under  my  per- 
sonal knowledge  will  prove : — On  Oct.  80,  1886, 
Blades  and  I  were  out  fishing  on  the  Yore  at  Hawes 
for  grayling,  and  we  were  about  fifty  yards  apart 
on  the  water  above  the  fir  plantation,  close  to  the 
stone  bridge  which  crosses  the  river  going  to 
Hardrow.  There  was  just  a  tinge  of  colouir  in  the 
water,  and  although  climatic  conditions  were  all 
right  seemingly,  sport  had  only  been  indifferent. 
Blades  was  higher  up  stream,  and  suddenly  I  heard 
him  shout,  and  looking  up  I  saw  him  running  along 
the  bank  towards  me,  his  rod  bent  almost  double. 
Now,  there  are  only  troiit  and  grayling  on  this 
length  of  the  Yore,  and  I  knew  therefore  that  it  was 
a  heavy  fish  of  either  one  kind  or  the  other  that  he 
had  hooked,  so  not  wishing  to  impede  his  move- 
ments I  reeled  up  and  laid  uiy  rod  down  on  the 
bank,  going  to  assist  him.  I  can  remember  that 
tussle  as  though  it  were  but  yesterday ;  for  fully 
ten  minutes  we  never  saw  the  float,  the  tish  swim- 
ming deep,  and  running  up  and  down  like  a  salmon. 
I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  fish  hooked 
foul.  At  last  it  settled  down  into  a  deep  pool,  and 
began  to  go  round  in  circles  like  a  circus  hor>+e,  and  at 
last,  by  putting  on  a  great  strain.  Blades  got  him 
to  the  top  of  the  water,  when  we  saw  that  it  was  a 
large  trout,  in  fact  a  monster  for  that  district.  My 
landing-net  was  by  no  means  a  small  one,  but  I 
could  only  get  half  of  him  into  it,  and  in  lifting 
up  out  he  fell  with  a  great  splash  into  the  river. 
I  was  sure  he  would  have  broken  the  tackle,  but 
no,  there  he  was,  and  recommenced  the  struggle 
apparently  as  fresh  as  paint.  To  cut  a  long  story 
short,  at  last  I  scooped  him  out  somehow,  and  there 
he  lay  on  the  bank,  one  of  the  handsomest  trout 
that  i  ever  saw  taken  from  the  Yore.  It  measured 
eighteen  inches  in  length  and  eleven  inches  in  girth, 
and  was  as  yellow  as  a  guinea.  We  calculated  its 
weight  as  being  about  3^  lb.  It  really  did  seem  a 
shame  to  put  it  back,  but  Blades  never  hesitated 
for  a  moment,  but  returned  the  fish  to  the  water 
with  the  utmost  care,  merely  remarking,  "  I  only 
hope  that  I  may  get  hold  of  you  next  season."  So 
far,  however,  as  I  know  that  fish  has  never  been 
caught  since." 

Sometimes  he  will  cross  the  lofty  hills  and  moor- 
land that  separates  Upper  Swaledale  from  Hawes 
and  have  a  day  on  the  Swale,  but  sijch  excursions 
are  not  frequent  as  he  prefers  the  Yore.  He  seldom 
gets  down  the  valley  Itjwer  than  Aysgarth,  his 
favourite  ground  being  between  Hawes  and  Bain- 
bridge. 

Well,  "  Jimmy,"  here's  your  very  good  healfcli 
during  this  festive  season,  and  may  we  have  a  few 
more  happy  days  together  before  we  are  compelled 
to  lay  our  rods  aside,  and  that  you  may  roam  along 
the  banks  and  cast  your  mimic  fly  on  the  sparkling 
waters  of  the  river  that  we  both  of  us  love  so  well 
for  many  a  long  year  yet  to  come  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  your  old  friend  Days  of  Yore. 


THE  THAMES  IN  MID-WINTEE. 
THE  EEAL  ANGLER'S  TIME. 


The  locks  are  quiet  enough  now.  The  merry 
summer  crowd  have  disappeared  like  butterflies,  for 
they  love  warmth  and  sunshine,  and  are  easily 
dispelled  by  a  breath  from  the  frozen  East.  They 
have  lunched,  and  smoked,  and  flirted,  these  human 
butterflies,  m  the  shady  backwaters  and  under 
many  a  convenient  willow,  until  the  coming  of  the 
autumn  winds,  at  what  time  the  old  Thames  rose 
one  day,  tired  of  these  playthings,  and  swept  itself 
free  of  their  desecrating  presence.  We  call  it  the 
end  of  the  boating  season,  but  in  reality  it  marks 
the  beginning  of  a  new  order  of  things. 

The  swallows  have  gone  long  ago.  Like  the 
friends  we  would  have  always  with  us  and  not  to 
be  easily  spared,  they  have  gone. 

Our  evening  companions,  the  bats,  have  also 
disappeared,  sleeping  in  some  warm,  dark  corner  of 
the  woods.  Desolated  perhaps  by  the  loss  of  these 
old  familiar  friends,  insect  hunters  and  lovers  of 
running  water,  we  look  around. 
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A  sky  of  blue,  for  in  winter  we  get  our  blue 
summer  days  now  and  then,  with  every  tree  holding 
up  its  curtain  of  black  lace,  through  which  filters 
a  pink  light — delicate,  mysterious,  and  possessing 
a  charm  of  repose  that  is  lacking  in  the  June 
splendours  of  leaf.  Between  the  boughs,  heaVy 
with  green  and  gold  lichen,  can  now  be  seen  bits 
of  landscape  which  have  been  for  months  past 
bidden  away  amid  the  dense  foliage  of  summer. 

The  stone  tithe  barns,  such  as  we  see  at  Hurley, 
are  clearly  outlined  from  a  distance,  whilst  the  old 
abbey  at  Bisham,  always  fairly  visible,  now  reveals 
its  massive  strength  and  dejith.  The  river  is  no 
longer  shut  in  between  its  own  narrow  fringe  of 
Moodland,  and  so  the  effect  of  distance — the 
atmosphere  of  the  painter — is  greatly  intensified, 
and  the  Thames  is  revealed  to  us  under  a  new 
aspect  as  it  winds  like  a  grey  ribbon  between  the 
meadows.  The  roar  of  the  weir  alone  breaks  the 
solemn  quiet  of  winter.  That  gentle  trickle  of 
water  over  the  slimy  granite  slabs,  which  we  have 
so  often  lazily  watched  from  owe  skiff  on  July 
afternoons,  has  deepened  into  this  multitude  of 
green  eddies,  boiling  into  foam  and  washing  away 
the  clay  banks  on  the  opposite  side.  There  is 
meaning  in  the  danger  posts  above  the  weir  now, 
for  to  be  cauglit  in  the  race  with  the  flood-gates 
drawn  might  very  well  result  in  something  more 
than  a  mere  ducking. 

Away  from  tlie  weirs  and  lulled  only  by  their 
insistent  rumble,  and  should  there  be  no  great 
disturbing  wind,  the  spell  of  the  winter's  silence 
comes  over  one.  Birds  no  longer  sing,  and  the 
insect  world  of  summer  is  quiescent.  There  are  no 
leaves  to  rustle  with  every  turn  of  the  wind.  The 
splash  of  oars  is  a  rare  event.  The  river  itself 
moves  silently,  a  huge  volume  of  water  slipping 
past  the  brown  reeds  and  sedges  almost  without 
sound.  No  weed  is  visible,  for  the  frosts  of  late 
autumn  have  rapidly  brought  about  their  decay, 
and  210W,  in  this  December  half-light,  one  can  at 
times  see  the  swaying  black  roots  deep  down  in 
the  stream.  The  reed  islands  have  disappeared. 
Blowly  enough  do  they  go — those  favoured  haunts 
of  the  pike,  and  loved  also  by  the  moorhens  and  dab- 
chicks,  aye,  and  herons,  too.  The  reeds  bow  down  and 
break  away  finally  with  the  first  real  winter  flood. 

This  winter  peace  and  absence  of  weeds  is  the 
angler's  joy.  The  quiet  roach  fisher  steals  down  to 
his  pet  swim  and  becomes  part  of  the  landscape 
for  the  day — a  solitary  figure,  motionless  and  un- 
molested by  tempestuous  launches,  the  occasional 
flash  of  his  rod  alone  giving  signs  of  life.  The 
pike  spinner  may  now  be  seen  on  the  towpath, 
clad  as  for  active  service,  with  a  gaff  swung  on  one 
shoulder  and  a  leather  pouch  on  the  other.  Hard 
weather  will  not  deter  these  enthusiasts,  devoted 
to  their  particular  sport,  and  second  only  to  the 
wildfowler  in  their  powers  of  enduring  the  long 
exposure  to  cold.  Few  and  short  are  their  day- 
light hours  after  noon,  and  all  too  precious. 
Strangely  rapid  is  the  winter  twilight  over  the 
river,  and  perhaps,  after  a  fine  day,  quite  beautiful. 
The  air  gets  flushed  by  some  deep  crimson  cloud, 
and  looking  away  to  the  nearest  low  range  of  hills 
is  just  a  suspicion  of  mist.  That  swift  change  of 
light  from  orange  to  red  means  the  end  of  the  day, 
and  that  low  shadow  of  mist  is  about  to  rise  up 
and  blot  out  all  that  remains  of  the  sun.  The 
hills  go  first,  followed  by  the  trees,  but  the  river  itself 
is  always  visible  more  or  less.  It  is  dull  and  sombre 
under  a  dull  sky,  alive  and  flashing  to  the  moon,  and 
quite  a  fairy  mirror  under  a  blue  black  evening  of  stars. 

To  compare  the  charms  of  the  rival  seasons  is  an 
unprofitable  folly,  for  ha^e  not  both  their  own 
especial  features  ?  but  nevertheless,  there  is  in 
winter  to  be  found  a  fascinating  solitude  which  is 
not  common  to  the  rest  of  the  year.  Solitude  in 
tliis  little  over-populated  island  of  ours  is  not  easy 
to  find.  Go  tlien,  aou  lover  of  peace,  to  some 
(luiet  backwater  in  mid-winter.  Take  your  luncheon- 
basket — for  the  day  may  be  fine,  nay,  even  warm — 
and  for  choice  of  water  the  weirs  at  Hurley  can  be 
recommended.  Lie  up  somewhere  near  the  eel 
bucks,  and  for  ever  after  swear  contentment  with 
the  peace  that  was  yours  at  the  day's  end. 

The  winter  has  robbed  us  of  many  delights,  for 
the  wanton,  open-handed  summer  is  prodigal  of  her 
riches,  and  we  miss  them.  Yet  one  does  not  regret 
too  deeply  the  greatest  loss  of  all.  Life  is  not  all 
June,  so  there  are  no  flowers  dancing  on  the  river 
banks  as  we  slip  homewards.  We  notice  that  not 
too  keenly,  for  we  remember  tliey  are  returning 
soon,  after  their  long  sleep,  and  who  in  England 
would  care  to  forego  that  slow  awakening '?    S.  S. 
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(Continiied  from  page  387.) 
During  this  conversation,  the  Squire,  who  was 
little  interested  in  the  merits  of  Irish  watering- 
places,  was  casting  his  eyes  along  the  mountain 
side  which  formed  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
lake.  Like  most  Squires  he  was  addicted  to  the 
vice  of  farming  ;  walked  about,  when  at  home,  with 
a  spud  in  his  hand,  and  every  year  of  his  life  buried 
some  hundreds  beneath  the  soil  of  his  paternal 
acres.  There  was  nothing  very  picturesque  in  the 
moimtain,  for  the  northern  slope  of  the  Slieve  Ghie 
is  tame  and  monotonous  ;  but  to  the  eye  of  the 
farmer  it  had  its  charm  3,  for  the  soil  was  mostly 
good,  the  ascent  very  gradual,  and  the  cultivation 
reaching  nearly  to  the  top.  It  was  laid  out  mostly 
in  2)otatoes,  and  cultivated  on  what  is  called  the 
lazy-bed  system,  which,  at  a  distance,  would  lead 
one  to  suppose  the  ground  was  trenched  for 
asparagus. 

The  Squire  took  out  his  pocket-telescope,  and 
surveyed  the  ground  again,  as  if  there  was  some- 
thing about  it  that  he  could  not  quite  make  out. 

"  What  on  earth  do  those  brown  patches  mean  ?  " 
said  he.  "  Why  do  those  lines  of  potatoes  stop 
suddenly  in  so  many  places,  though  the  lazy -beds 
are  carried  on  ?  " 

"  It  is  the  miss,  your  honour,"  said  Pat. 

"  The  what  ?  "  said  the  Squire. 

"  The  miss,"  said  the  Parson ;  "  and  a  most 
unaccountable  thing  it  is :  it  has  appeared  only 
within  these  last  few  years,  and  has  ruined  many  a 
man.  The  potatoes  do  not  come  up  weakly,  nor 
do  they  die  off — they  do  not  come  up  at  all,  while 
the  very  next  bed  may  be  a  picture  of  health  and 
productiveness  ;  and  it  is  not  here  and  there  a 
plant,  but  in  patches,  and  always  capriciously  :  in 
one  case  every  potatoe  that  a  man  has  planted  up 
to  a  certain  night  will  come  up  and  thrive,  while 
of  the  next  day's  work  not  one  will  even  show  its 
head  above  ground — with  his  neighbour  it  may  be 
exactly  the  reverse." 

"  And  what  cause  is  assigned  for  it?"  said  the 
Captain. 

"  None  whatever,  I  believe,  by  any  one  who  knows 
anything  about  it.  The  people  here,  of  course, 
attribute  it  to  the  fairies ;  and  it  is  certainly  very 
like  one  of  their  mischievous  pranks.  I  think  it 
is  peculiar  to  this  district,  and  certainly  the  fairies 
have  more  power  on  the  banks  of  the  Erne  than 
they  have  anywhere  else.  At  any  rate  it  is  fully 
believed  by  the  people.  Many  a  man  here  begins 
his  work  on  a  Friday  morning  early,  and  muddles 
it  through  so  as  as  to  finish  planting  on  that  day 
under  the  firm  impression  lhat  on  that  day  fairy 
maledictions,  as  well  as  fairy  gifts,  lose  their  power. 
Many,  on  the  other  hand,  have  avoided  Friday  by 
way  of  escaping  the  displeasure  of  the  fairies  ;  but 
hitherto  both  courses  have  been  attended  with  very 
unsatisfactory  results.  The  miss  still  takes  place, 
ruinuag  one  and  letting  oft'  another;  but  nobody 
can  satisfy  themselves  thoroughly  that  the  Friday 
has  anything  to  do  with  it." 

"  What  have  the  fairies  to  do  with  Friday  ?  " 
asked  the  Squire  ;  "  in  oae  way  or  other  that  day 
seems  to  be  worked  up  with  much  of  their  history." 

"Why,  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,"  saiid 
the  Parson,  "  and  that  is  the  cause  of  all  their 
woe  and  all  their  mischief.  There  is  a  tradition 
respecting  the  fairy  tribes  so  universal  that  it 
would  really  seem  as  if  it  had  some  foundation  to 
rest  upon.  It  belongs  not  only  to  the  Irish  fairy 
and  her  s-ister  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  but 
to  the  Cornish  pixie,  and  the  Geiman  undine 
and  gnome,  and  the  Scandina^im  nyssen  and  his 
brethren  ;  and,  what  is  more  singular,  to  the  Persian 
peri  also.  In  the  war  in  heaven,  at  the  rebellion 
of  the  angels,  it  is  said  that  the  particular  circle  of 
angels  which  belonged  to  our  earth  stood  neuter, 
and,  consequently,  at  the  final  victory  they  had 
neither  earned  the  blessedness  of  the  victorious  host 
nor  did  they  partake  in  the  condemnation  of  the 
vanquished.  To  earth  they  had  chosen  to  belong, 
and  to  the  destinies  of  earth  they  were  consigned. 
They  are  not  subject  to  death  like  man,  but  they 
are  not  immortal.  Their  life  is  limited  to  the 
duration  of  their  abode.  The  hills,  the  plains,  the 
woods,  the  springs,  the  waves,  and  the  breezes,  all 
have  their  inhabitants.  Some  of  these  localities 
perish  even  while  the  earth  exists,  and  their  fairies 
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perish  with  them  ;  but  all  must  be  destroyed  at  the 
great  final  crash  of  the  world,  and  tlien,  when  man 
rises  into  life,  the  fairy  sinks  into  annihilation. 

"  From  the  blessings  of  Friday,  therefore,  the 
day  of  redemption,  the  fairy  is  excluded,  and  the 
consciousness  of  this  operates,  in  one  way  or  other, 
on  the  minds  of  them  all.  Most  of  them  indulge 
in  malicious,  some  in  vindictive,  feelings,  against 
the  favoured  race  of  man,  whom  they  consider  their 
inferiors,  but  whose  privileges,  nevertheless,  tliey 
envy.  The  fairies  of  the  Erne  are  of  a  milder  and 
better  nature.  They  exhibit  no  envious  feelings 
whatever ;  but  on  Fridays  they  retire  into  their 
subterraneous  halls,  and  pass  the  day  in  weeping 
and  bemoaning  their  fate.  In  few  cases  they  do 
mischief  intentionally,  except  in  defence  of  their 
privileges  or  their  property,  in  none  maliciously ; 
but  since  on  that  day  the  upper  air  is  deprived  of 
their  presence  and  influence,  on  that  day  their  gifts 
and  their  curses  alike  must  lose  their  power." 

"  Indeed  1  "  said  the  Squire.  "  Well,  that  is  a 
curious  piece  of  history,  and,  no  doubt,  just  as  true 
as  any  history  whatever,  and  much  more  enter- 
taining. Are  the  peris'  feelings  affected  on  Friday, 
too?" 

"  Eeally,"  said  the  Parson,  "  I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  any  very  extensive  acquaintance  with  the 
Eastern  branches :  with  the  Irish  fairies  I  am  quite 
on  familiar  terms,  and  I  am  well  acquainted,  also, 
with  some  of  the  best  Devonshire  and  Cornish 
families.  I  have  even  had  the  honour  of  an  intro- 
duction to  the  great  nyssen  of  Norway,  and  to  liis 
sister,  the  Lady  of  the  Lake.  But  it  so  happens 
that  I  have  never  met  with  a  peri  in  all  my  travels, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  tell  you  whether 
they  embraced  the  religion  of  Mahomet  along  witli 
their  earthly  compatriots,  or  whether  they  are 
Parsees,  Manicheeans,  or  Gnostics." 

"  I  should  think  they  were  not  Mahometans," 
said  the  Captain,  "  if  the  poet  Moore  really  had 
any  acquaintance  with  them." 

"  I  doubt  his  ever  having  paid  them  a  visit,"  said 
the  Parson,  "  but  he  must  have  been  acquainted 
with  some  of  the  family.  I  am  afraid  though  that 
most  of  his  friends,  whether  of  earth  or  air,  had  no 
very  definite  notions  of  dogmatic  theology." 

A  summons  to  the  feast  interrupted  this  conversa- 
tion. The  black  trout  was  dished  on  the  identical 
turf  on  which  it  had  been  roasted,  each  piece  perched 
on  its  own  particular  skewers,  and  every  fisherman 
having  his  own  dish  containing  his  own  portion. 
But,  besides  this,  a  frying-pan  had  been  discovered 
in  the  boat,  that  useful  piece  of  campaigning  fur- 
nitm-e  having  been  filched  from  Mrs.  Johnstone  that 
morning  by  the  provident  care  of  Johnny  M'Gowan. 
In  consequence  of  this  piece  of  foresight,  for  which 
he  received  due  commendation,  a  large  heap  of 
well-broiled  gillaroos  decorated  the  centre,  while  a 
smaller  pile  of  perch,  which  had  been  buried  in  the 
ashes,  and  were  now  served  \ip  in  their  scales, 
fomied  the  bottom  dish. 

Bread  there  was  none.  No  one  thinks  of  bread 
when  he  niaj'  have  the  honest  Irish  potato,  roasted 
in  its  skin,  and  laughing  in  its  mealiness ;  but 
butter,  pepper,  salt,  and  other  condiments  had 
been  provided.  The  Scholar  was  even  proceeding 
to  squeeze  a  lemon  over  his  share  of  roasted  fish 
when  the  Parson  snatched  it  from  his  hand,  and 
sternly  bade  him  remember  the  whisky-pimch. 

Nor  was  there  anj-thing  to  disturb  tlie  serenity  of 
the  hour,  in  the  consciousness  of  duties  neglected 
— for  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  deceive  the  very 
youngest  and  most  unwary  of  the  genus  Salmv. 
The  lake  was  as  smooth  as  glass,  with  every  tree 
on  Grove  Island  and  every  rock  on  the  Bridge 
accurately  reflected,  and  looking  like  a  real  glimpse 
of  that  fairy-land  with  the  inhabitants  of  which 
the  Farsoa  had  just  been  boasting  his  acquaintance. 

"  I  po  1  my  word,"  said  the  Scholar,  '"it  looks 
by  this  light  as  if  one  could  go  over  that  bridge  in 
real  earnest." 

"  That  journej-  was  attempted  once,"  said  the 
Parson,  "  but  few  of  those  who  tried  it  lived  to  tell 
the  tale." 

"  What !  in  real  earnest  ?  "  said  the  Squu-e. 

"  In  real  fairy  earnest,"  said  the  Pai'son.  "  It  was 
in  days  long  past,  when  the  whole  of  Fermanagh 
and  the  northern  pari  of  Sligo  was  possessed  by  the 
Maguires,  that  a  strong  cat  tle  stood  on  that  rising 
ground  in  the  middle  of  the  bog  opposite  to  us  on 
tlie  northern  shore.  The  castle  was  called  Amiagh 
Buie,  which,  however  grand  it  may  sound  in  Celtic, 
signifies  in  plain  English  nothing  more  tl  an  th ; 
Yellow  Bog.  But  bogs  in  those  days  hid  othe.- 
value  besides  that  of  fm-nishing  fuel.    They  added 
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more  than  any  other  natural  feature  to  tlie  strength 
of  the  houses,  because  it  was  impossible  to  bring 
auy  great  number  of  men  against  them  for  want  of 
standing  room.  The  castle  of  Annagh  Buie  was 
deemed  impregnable,  and  had  for  years  eftectually 
restraiued  the  power  of  the  O'Kourkes,  who  pos- 
sessed the  country  about  Lough  Gilly,  whenever 
the  Maguires  happened  to  be  at  war  with  them. 
This,  as  there  was  no  particular  cause  of  dispute, 
did  not  occiu-  oftener  than  three  or  four  times  a 
year  at  the  most.  The  Maguire  of  Annagh  Buie, 
though  a  chief  or  petty  king  in  his  own  right,  was 
not  the  head  of  his  name ;  he  owed  a  sort  of  feudal 
allegiance  to  the  lord  of  Enniskillen,  and  paid  it 
scrupulously  M  henever  he  could  not  help  doing  so. 

"  At  the  time  we  are  speaking  of  he  had  an  only 
daughter  and  heiress.  She  was,  like  all  heroines 
of  romance,  of  beauty  far  too  great  for  my  descrip- 
tion ;  but  it  was  not  on  that  account  that  her  hand 
was  sought  by  the  fierce  O'Eourke  of  Lough  Gilly, 
or  by  the  powerful  Maguire,  lord  of  Enniskillen. 
Each  was  desirous  of  extending  his  dominion — each 
was  alike  covetous  of  the  impregnable  castle  of 
Annagh  Buie,  and  for  the  sake  of  that  were  content 
to  put  up  with  the  heiress  as  the  only  practicable 
means  of  acquiring  it. 

"  Had  there  been  but  one  of  these  suitors,  or  had 
either  of  them  been  content  to  yield  to  the  claims 
of  the  other,  or  had  they  not  been  so  equal  in  the 
number  of  their  followers  and  the  strength  of  their 
fastnesses,  the  fate  of  the  poor  girl  would  soon  have 
been  decided ;  but  the  lord  of  Annagh  Buie  was  a 
politician  ;  he  rmderstood  the  balance  of  power,  and 
saw  clearly  the  advantage  of  being  himself  the 
pivot  on  which  to  balance  these  powerful  neigh- 
bours. Both  were  received  courteously — both  were 
admitted  into  the  castle  to  paj'  their  addresses  to 
the  fair  Bragelah ;  but  at  the  same  time  extreme 
care  was  taken,  not  only  that  their  respective 
retinues  should  be  evenly  balanced,  but  that  both 
together,  should  they  by  any  accident  come  to  a 
good  understanding  with  one  another,  should  not 
have  a  chance  of  overpowering  the  garrison. 

"  Things  were  in  this  state  when  one  summer 
evening  a  young  harper  made  his  appearance  at  the 
castle  gate,  and  was  readily  admitted,  as,  when  no 
war  or  other  pastime  was  going  on,  the  sources  of 
amusement  open  to  this  great  lord  were  very  limited 
indeed. 

"  Who  tliat  harper  was,  or  to  what  tribe  he 
belonged,  no  one  could  say  ;  even  the  old  seneschal 
was  puzzled,  and  as  he  himself  preserved  an 
impenetrable  silence  on  the  subject  the  laws  of 
hospitality  would  not  suffer  him  to  be  too  closely 
<|uestioned. 

"  He  was  fair  and  light-haired,  and  liad  not  the 
bearing  of  either  a  Maguire  or  an  O'Eourke  ;  and 
yet  no  one  could  consider  him  exactly  a  stranger, 
so  well  was  he  acquainted  with  every  locality  and 
every  circumstance  of  the  neighbourhood.  Every 
one,  too,  had  some  confused  idea  of  having  seen 
him  at  some  period  or  other  of  their  lives,  but  no 
one  could  say  exactly  where  or  when ;  and  the  name 
which  he  gave — Slievan — which  signifies  merely  a 
moimtaineer,  gave  no  clue  to  the  curious,  as  it 
might  apply  equally  well  to  any  individual  of  the 
mountain  tribes. 

"  People,  however,  soon  ceased  wondering,  and 
Slievan,  popular  from  the  first,  soon  became  indis- 
pensable in  the  castle,  and  was  permitted  to  remain 
on  his  own  terms,  delighting  the  ears  of  the  rivals 
with  his  unearthly  melodies,  and  taming  down 
even  the  hard,  scheming,  political  soul  of  the  lord 
of  Annagh  Buie. 

"  In  process  of  time  he  was  requested  to  teach 
the  mysteries  of  his  art  to  the  fair  Bragelah,  the 
young  lady  of  the  castle.  What  these  three  old 
ignorant  statesmen  could  have  been  thinking  about, 
or  how  they  could  be  so  ignorant  of  human  nature 
as  to  place  a  fair-haired  youth  of  lightsome  temper, 
gay  conversation,  and  wonderful  skUl  on  the  harp, 
in  such  close  communion  with  a  young  lady,  who 
was  expected  to  be  thankful  for  a  bearded  old 
rufBan,  old  enough  to  be  her  father,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  the  event  was  that  some  treaty  of  statesmanlike 
accommodation  having  been  proposed  and  accepted 
by  the  two  potentates,  one  article  of  which  was  the 
disposal  of  the  fair  Bragelah  to  one  or  other  of  them, 
the  lady  disappeared,  and — curious  coincidence — 
the  harper  disappeared  also. 

"  Hot  and  immediate  was  the  pursuit.  The 
O'Rom-ke  summoned  his  horseman  from  Kinloch 
to  guard  the  western  passes  ;  the  lord  of  Enniskillen 
barred  the  whole  east ;  to  the  north  flowed  the  then 
bridgelpss  and  impassable  Erne  ;  while  to  the  south 


lay  the  waters  of  Lough  Melvin.  It  was  impossible 
that  they  could  have  escaped  beyond  the  guarded 
ring ;  within  it  the  Yellow  Bog  furnished  the  only 
hiding-place,  and  Maguire's  men  were  all  well 
accustomed  to  its  dangers.  For  a  whole  day  the 
search  was  ineffectual,  though  a  hundred  pair  of 
eyes  were  on  the  look-out ;  and  the  Maguires  on  the 
one  side  and  the  O'Rourkes  on  the  other,  searching 
every  inch  of  ground  before  them,  were  gradually 
narrowing  the  circle  ;  when,  just  as  the  sun's  lower 
limbtouched  the  horizon,  shout  after  shoutte-echoed 
through  the  bog.  The  Emiiskilleners  closed  in  ;  the 
O'Rourkes  pressed  their  horses  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  soft  ground  ;  while  louder  and  louder  rang  the 
shouts  of  the  men  of  Annagh  Buie ;  and  the  old 
chief  himself  dashed  into  the  golden  willows  as  he 
caught  sight  of  the  fugitives  emerging  on  that  long 
projecting  tongue  of  land  just  opposite  to  us,  which 
is,  as  you  see,  so  nearly  isolated  that  at  this  distance 
it  looks  like  an  island. 

"  '  We  have  them  now  I  '  he  shouted.  '  Close  in  1 
close  in  1  it  is  impossible  they  can  escape  us  now.' 

"But  the  sun  had  now  sunk  and  twilight  had 
alreadj'  begun,  and  the  time  of  fairy  power  had 
commenced.  From  the  end  of  that  point  of  land, 
and  terminating  at  Grove  Island  opposite,  there 
arose  a  soft  blue  mist  from  the  lake,  which,  as  it 
opened,  disclosed  a  magnificent  bridge  of  white 
marble,  supported  on  a  hundred  arches  and  lighted 
by  a  thousand  pale  flames,  which,  only  that  they 
were  stationary,  resembled  those  with  which 
the  wandering  will-o'-the-wisp  beguiles  unwary 
travellers. 

"  The  fugitives  had  already  gained  the  bridge. 

"'Follow!'  cried  the  fierce  O'Eourke. 

"  '  Follow  ! '  cried  the  lord  of  Enniskillen. 

"  And  pell-mell,  horse  and  foot,  Maguires  and 
O'Rourkes  commingled,  they  rushed  on  the  bridge, 
shouting,  ciu-sing,  impeding  each  other  by  their 
very  eagerness. 

"  Already  they  had  reached  the  crown  of  the 
bridge  when  the  harper,  Slievan,  turned,  deliberately 
facing  the  rushing  crowds,  and  slowly  casting  off 
his  saffron-coloured,  hooded  cloak. 

"  All  stood  aghast — for  his  glittering  coronet  of 
snow,  and  his  russet  robe  trimmed  with  purple, 
revealed  the  king  of  the  mountain  fairies. 

"  The  glamourie  was  at  an  end.  Slowly,  but 
inevitably,  the  bridge  crumbled  away  from  beneath 
their  feet ;  buttress  after  buttress,  and  arch  after 
arch,  melted  away  in  thin  mist;  nothing  remained 
but  here  and  there  a  patch  of  weed  or  a  wave -worn 
rock,  with  the  faiiw-lights  dancing  round  it,  while 
a  broad  trembling  line  of  moonbeams  dancing  in 
the  \\  ater  marked  tlie  path  of  the  bridge  ;  and  all 
tlie  time  the  fairy -lights  gleamed  and  flickered  and 
daiiced  over  horses  and  horsemen,  as  they  sank  into 
the  cold  waters  of  the  lake. 

"  On  the  pinnacle  of  an  isolated  rock,  Bragelah, 
supported  by  her  fairy  lover,  trusting  still,  yet 
trembling  and  terror  stricken,  was  waving  an  adieu 
to  the  castle  of  Annagh  Buie  and  its  baflled  lord. 

"  Slowly  the  mist  closed  round  them,  and  the 
fairy  harps  struck  up  a  march  of  elfin  triumph  as 
the  light  evening  breeze  wafted  them  away  to  the 
blue  and  distant  summit  of  Benbulben." 

[Concluded.] 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  lEELAND. 


On  Oct.  18  the  salmon  fishing  on  most  rivers  in 
the  county  Cork  came  to  an  end  ;  the  Kerry  rivers 
and  some  of  those  in  West  Cork  were,  however, 
open  until  Oct.  31,  on  which  day  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  came  to  an  end  all  over  Ireland,  That  is  to 
say  as  regards  legitimate  angling,  because  from  that 
date  until  Feb.  1  of  the  ensuing  year,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  poacher  can,  and  generally  does,  work  his 
nefarious  occupation  with  but  slight  let  or  hindrance, 
and  the  breeding  salmon — on  whom  for  future  sport 
and  consumption  all  our  hopes  are  centred,  and 
whose  welfare  should  receive  the  utmost  considera- 
tion both  from  the  sporting  and  gastronomic 
portion  of  the  community,  but  above  all  by  the 
government  of  the  country — will  be  ruthlessly 
slaughtered  by  the  thousand  in  the  streams  which 
they  have  entered  in  the  hope  of  fulfilling  their 
most  important  mission  in  life ;  and  all  from  lack 
of  funds,  principally  due  to  the  most  shameful 
apathy  on  the  part  of  the  powers  that  be,  and 
without  doubt  such  an  unfortunate  and  disgraceful 
state  of  affairs  will  continue  until  the  most  sweeping 
changes  in  the  management  of  owe  inland  fisheries 
are  an  accomplished  fact. 


From  personal  experience — an  experience,  too, 
which  has  been  largely  exercised  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  past  season — added  to  the  most 
searching  enquiries  and  backed  by  the  testimony  of 
anglers  on  whose  word  I  can  most  implicitly  rely, 
I  have  been  forced  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
not  even  the  most  rabid  "  bolsterer  up "  of  our 
salmon  fisheries,  principally  for  interests  other  than 
those  of  the  public,  can  say  that  the  season  now 
past  has  been  a  particularly  gaudy  one.  Indeed, 
in  comparison  with  the  seasons  of,  say,  a  decade 
since  it  has  to  my  mind  been  a  dismal  failure,  and 
should  reliable  statistics  ever  be  collected  and 
brought  to  light,  I  feel  confident  tliat  it  will  be 
abundantly  proved,  and  that  all  over  our  island, 
too,  that  I  have  not  made  any  very  great  mistake. 

Not  that  I,  personally — as  frequently  during  the 
month  of  March  I  have  been  told — had  any  great 
cause  to  grumble  on  the  score  of  lack  of  sport,  as 
in  comparison  to  that  experienced  during  the  same 
time  by  numbers  of  my  less  fortunate  brother 
anglers.  I  fared  very  well,  indeed,  that  is,  as  far 
as  successful  angling  goes  in  these  days  of  depleted 
rivers,  as  from  March  10  to  tlie  end  of  the  month 
I  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  nine  fish  (I  only 
landed  one  move  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season  in  "Cork's  own  county"),  two  on  the  first 
day  before  10  a.m.,  one  of  which  turned  the  scale 
at  19^1b.,  which  is  a  very  fine  weight  indeed  for 
the  Eiver  Bandon.  I  cannot,  howe\er,  bring 
myself  to  forget  the  good  seasons  past  and  gone — 
gone,  too,  I  fear,  never  again  to  return — during 
one  of  which,  that  of  '95,  unless  my  memory  plays 
me  false,  I  killed  ten  fish  one  day  early  in  the 
month  of  September  on  the  Bandon,  and  missed, 
owing  to  want  of  a  man  to  use  the  gaff,  several 
others;  and  during  the  three  succeeding  days  I 
killed  fourteen  more,  twenty-four  in  all  for  four 
consecutive  days.  Ten  fish  was  my  sum  total 
during  the  past  season  on  the  same  river,  and  here 
I  may  state  that  since  the  season  of  '95  I  have 
never  until  the  season  just  passed  ran  into  double 
figures  on  that  once  prolific  and  sporting  river. 
Each  succeeding  season  appears  to  be  worse  than 
its  predecessor,  a  truly  lamentable  state  of  affairs, 
which,  if  the  existing  management  of  our  inland 
fisheries  is  allowed  to  continue,  will  become  worse 
year  after  year,  as  many  anglers,  disgusted  by  the 
lack  of  sport,  will  discontinue  to  take  out  licences, 
with  the  result  that  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  various  boards  of  conservators  will  grow 
smaller  by  degrees  and  beautifully  less.  Little 
money  will  then  be  available  for  protection,  and 
the  rivers  more  tlian  ever  will  fall  under  the  ban 
of  the  poacher. 

As  matters  at  present  stand  one  water  bailiff— 
frequently  not  even  that — to  about  ten  miles  of 
river,  and  that,  too,  on  both  banks,  is  about  the  best 
which  can  be  managed.  Now  a  water  bailiff, 
however  zealous  and  efficient — there  are  some  few 
excellent  ones,  but  a  great  many  very  bad  ones — • 
not  being  endowed  with  the  attributes  of  Sir  Boyle 
Eoche's  famous  fowl,  cannot  be  in  more  than  one 
place  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Stock  is  generally 
taken  of  his  movements  by  the  poachers  or  their 
allies,  and  when  he  takes  his  daily  ramble,  say 
towards  the  west,  what  is  easier  or  simpler  than  for 
the  poachers  to  work  the  river  in  an  opposite 
direction.  Unlike  the  British  in  the  present 
disastrous  and  seemingly  never-to-be-ended  war, 
most  gangs  of  poachers  throw  out  scouts,  and  so 
have  timely  notice  to  avoid  entanglement  in  the 
meshes  of  the  law,  should  a  water  bailiff'  change 
his  mind  and  retrace  his  steps  towards  the  scene  of 
their  operations. 

Bad,  however,  as  poaching  is  when  carried  on 
during  the  open  season,  with  illegal  netting,  the 
destruction  of  fish  by  poisonous  matter,  and  when 
ascending  weirs  or  natural  falls,  as  well  as  many 
other  minor  methods  of  destruction,  all  these  are 
a  mere  trifle  in  the  humble  opinion  of  the  writer 
compared  to  the  havoc  which  is  wrought  during 
the  close  season  when  the  spawning  operations  of 
the  fish  are  in  full  swing.  During  this  season, 
with,  one  might  say,  practically  a  free  hand,  the 
poacher  works  both  death  and  destruction  in  the 
almost  unguarded  tributaries  into  which  from  the 
main  river  the  great  bulk  of  the  fish  about  to 
spawn  run,  in  the,  in  too  many  instances,  delusive 
idea  that  there  they  will  be  permitted  to  carry  out 
their  matrimonial  operations  in  peace.  The  further 
away  from  the  mouth  of  the  niain  river  these 
tributaries  are,  the  more  do  they  appear  to  be 
affected  by  the  fish,  and  from  the  fact  that  the 
majority  of  them  are  situated  in  mountainous  and 
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lonely  districts,  they  are  rarely,  if  ever  indeed, 
looked  after,  and  as  the  work  of  taking  the  fish 
from  off  the  spawning  beds  is  generally  carried  on 
by  torchlight  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  As  the 
marauders,  too,  invariably  work  in  gangs,  and  under 
cover  of  some  form  of  disguise,  who  can  blame  a 
water  bailiff  if,  single-handed,  he  fights  shy  of 
tackling  imder  such  conditions  a  gang  of  determmed, 
unscrupulous,  and  the  odds  are,  apart  from  the 
formidable  many-pronged  leisters  which  it  is  their 
business  to  carry,  well-armed  poachers,  some  of 
whom  would  think  no  more  of  knocking  a  water 
bailiff  over  the  head  than  they  would  a  squatting 
hare,  sooner  than  pay  a  fine  or  suffer  a  few  months' 
imprisonment. 

Scarcely  one  salmon  in  one  hundred  which 
ascends  those  tributary  streams  ever  leaves  them 
again  of  its  own  free  will — by  this  I  mean  spawn 
there  arid  return  to  the  main  river,  and  from  thence, 
in  process  of  time,  to  the  ocean  to  recuperate. 
Few,  too  — very  few  indeed,  it  is  to  be  feared — ever 
-complete  the  all-important  function  for  which  they 
have  entered  these  streams.  Thus  by  one  fell 
stroke  with  either  leister  or  gaff  a  fish  is  destroyed 
which,  if  allowed  unmolested  to  fulfil  its  mission; 
would  in  all  probability  be  the  progenitor  of 
thousands  of  its  kind,  who  in  due  time  would 
furnish  sport  for  the  angling  commimity  and  food 
for  the  people.  With  the  parent  fish  destroyed  in 
this  barbarous  fashion,  when  their  flesh,  too,  is 
scarcely  fit  to  feed  pigs,  can  it  be  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  our  supply  of  salmon  is  rapidly 
decreasing  year  after  year  ? 

Now,  as  far  as  netting  in  the  estuaries  of  our 
rivers  is  concerned,  I  would  largely  increase  the 
licence  duty  on  nets,  or,  for  that  matter,  take  them 
off  altogether  for  a  few  years.  If  as  I  have  heard 
some  netsmen  did  not  during  the  past  season 
catch  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fish  with  which  to 
pay  the  existing  very  small  licence  duty  and  other 
incidental  expenses,  the  latter  would  not  appear  to 
be  a  very  great  hardship,  and  the  probable  return 
in  after  years  might  more  than  recoup  any  loss 
iacurred.  If,  however,  the  legalised  nets  were 
taken  off  for  a  number  of  years,  in  a  like  proportion 
so  would  the  funds  for  protection  vanish.  In  com- 
parison to  rods,  the  licence  duty  on  nets  is  ridicu- 
lously small,  especially  when  it  is  taken  into 
account  that  in  one  haul  more  salmon  might  be 
captm-ed  by  a  net  than  by  half  a  dozen  rodsmeu  in 
a.  season. 

Until  I  have  more  proof  than  any  I  have  as  yet 
known  to  be  adduced,  I  shall  never  believe  that 
artificial  will  supplant  natural  means,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  supplying  us  with  a  sporting  breed  of 
salmon.  Those  from  the  Pacific  Coast  or  from  the 
lihine,  from  all  accounts,  steadily  refuse  to  go  for 
a  fly ;  what  good  would  such  then  do  when  once 
they  took  up  their  abode  in  our  rivers  ?  The  nets- 
men  would  certainly  benefit  by  them  during  their 
stay  or  run  through  the  estuaries,  but  none  but  a 
poacher  would  derive  any  benefit  once  they  entered 
the  upper  waters.  There  is  also  the  danger  of  the 
Pacific  Coast  fish  introducing  a  disease  of  a  fungous 
nature,  which,  from  what  I  can  learn,  destroys 
these  salmon  by  the  thousand  in  their  native 
waters,  and  which,  if  once  introduced  into  our 
rivers,  might  be  an  extremely  difficult  matter  to 
eradicate  ;  indeed,  with  regard  to  this  matter,  I 
read  quite  recently  that  this  loathsome  disease  had 
made  its  unwelcome  appearance  in  the  Tweed. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  it  owes  its  origin  to  the 
importation  of  foreign  salmon  ? 

If  the  powers  that  are  in  authority  would  only 
order  the  members  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary 
to  exercise  more  supervision  during  the  spawning 
season,  much  benefit  would  undoubtedly  result. 
The  knowledge  that  they  had  received  orders  to 
that  effect  would,  I  feel  sure,  have  a  most 
deterrent  effect  on  the  poaching  fraternity,  as 
these  gentry  have  a  holy  horror  of  the  "  E.  I.  C." 
Unless,  however,  they  receive  express  orders  from 
headquarters,  their  official  duties  are  too  numerous 
to  admit  of  their  paying  more  than  a  passing  notice 
to  the  rivers,  especially  as  their  barracks  are  in 
general  situated  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
main  spawning  localities.  Were  the  coastguards, 
in  addition,  ordered  to  give  a  helping  hand  at  the 
mouth  of  the  main  rivers,  another  benefit  would  be 
conferred,  and  much  illegal  netting  would  then, 
undoubtedly,  be  put  a  stop  to.  The  idea  is,  how- 
ever, I  fear,  too  Utopian.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
the  hxmrble  opinion  of  the  writer,  this  killing  of 
the  spawning  fish  before  they  have  deposited 
and  fertilised  the  ova  is  a  greater  evil  than  even 


that  of  poisoning,  because  while  the  former  is  a 
crime  prevalent  all  over  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land,  poisoning  with  spurge  is  confined  to  the 
south-west  of  Munster,  while  I  think  that  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  Ulster  can  lay  claim  to  a 
monopoly  in  the  matter  of  the  poisoning  of  fish  by 
flax-watei-.  And  here  it  may  not  come  in  amiss  to 
make  mention  of  a  matter  which  has  quite  recently 
come  under  my  notice  in  the  hope  that  it  may  have 
a  beneficial  effect  on  flax-growers,  and  cause  them 
to  see  and  amend  the  error  of  their  ways.  When 
those  who  have  steeped  flax  allow  the  refuse  matter 
to  run  into  the  rivers  they  not  alone  create  great 
havoc  among  the  fish,  but  they  in  addition  allow 
to  run  to  waste  what  is  a  most  valuable  manure. 
Flax,  until  I  read  the  above,  I  have  always  under- 
stood took  such  a  lot  out  of  the  ground  that  it 
took  several  years  to  recuperate  from  the  effects. 
Were,  however,  the  refuse  matter  used  as  top- 
dressing  on  the  land  from  which  the  crop  has  been 
pulled  full  value  will  be  returned,  and  no  deteriora- 
tion will  then  take  place,  as  only  the  fibrous  matter 
is  removed,  while  the  mucous  and  other  fertilising 
matter  remains  in  the  steeping  hole.  It  would  be 
well  that  this  matter  should  be  brought  properly 
before  the  notice  of  flax-growers,  as  it  would 
benefit  both  them  and  our  badly-stricken  northern 
rivers,  and  I  only  wish  some  one  more  competent 
than  the  writer  would  act  in  the  matter. 

Shortly  after  the  fishing  season  came  to  an  end  in 
the  Lee  and  Bandon  districts  I  went  on  to  Kerry  in 
order  to  see  if  I  could  do  any  good  in  that  of  Kenmare. 
I  succeeded  in  landing  two  fish  from  the  Eoughty, 
and  hooking  another  two  which,  however,  broke 
the  hold.  Not  a  very  large  butcher's  bill  for  some 
ten  days'  fishing,  but  these  were  the  only  salmon 
killed  or  hooked  during  my  stay.  Every  angler 
whom  I  met  had  the  same  disgusting  old  story — 
"  There  were  scarcely  any  fish  in  the  river,  and  it 
was  hardly  worth  our  while  to  go  out."  One  well- 
known  angler  in  the  town  of  Kenmare  said  to  me  : 
"  In  former  days  even  if  we  failed  to  kill  salmon 
we,  at  any  rate,  saw  them  in  the  river,  and  this 
kept  up  our  spirits,  but  nowadays  we  neither  catch 
nor  see  them  ;  the  fishing  has  gone  altogether  to  the 
dogs."  As  I  regret  to  say  I  have  of  late  years  but 
little  of  a  pleasant  nature  to  write  of  as  regards  fishing, 
I  am  glad  to  be  now  in  a  position  to  contradict  the 
statement  of  a  correspondent  which  appeared  not 
long  since  in  Land  and  Water,  in  which  he  says 
that  the  Eiver  Eoughty,  which  flows  into  Kenmare 
Bay,  has  been  poisoned  (I  think)  seven  times  during 
the  past  season.  Such  is  incorrect.  During  the 
rnonth  of  July,  and  again  in  October,  I  spent  some 
time  with  a  friend  whose  demesne  is  bounded  on 
the  south  by  that  river,  which  was  poisoned  but 
once  during  the  past  season.  A  tributary  to  it, 
however,  the  Slaney,  suffered  in  a  similar  %\'ay.  But 
it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that,  as  per  usual, 
heavy  toll  will  be  taken  of  the  spawning  fish  during 
the  next  couple  of  months — the  killing  of  the  goose 
with  the  golden  egg  laying  propensity  with  a 
vengeance. 

With  the  SalmonidiE  so  scarce  as  at  the  present 
time  in  om-  waters,  it  behoves  us  now,  more  than 
ever,  to  use  every  effort  to  save  from  destruction 
those  that  are  left.  The  killing  off  of  the  spawning 
fish  I  have  already  alluded  to,  but  there  is  another 
enemy  which,  especially  during  the  winter  months, 
levies  a  heavy  toll  on  the  fry  of  both  salmon  and 
trout.  This  is  the  ravenous  cormorant,  which  is 
said  to  consume  about  three  times  its  own  weight 
of  fish  each  day.  Driven  in  by  the  boisterous 
weather  prevalent  off'  our  shores'  during  winter, 
these  xmwelcome  visitors  flock  into  our  rivers  and 
lakes,  where  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  they 
have  a  good  time  of  it  in  devouring  the  fry,  and 
even  to  those  most  sceptical  as  regards  this  matter 
the  following  may  serve  as  an  illustration  : — Avery 
juvenile  sportsman  who  lives  quite  close  to  the 
banks  of  the  Eiver  Bandon  at  my  request  com- 
menced to  wage  war  against  all  cormorants.  One 
which  he  hit  hard  was  found  on  the  following  day 
in  a  dying  state,  and  with  ten  fry  which  he  had 
disgorged  lying  alongside  him.  When  in  Kerry  a 
short  time  since,  another  friend  told  me  he  shot 
one  of  these  birds  which  had,  either  disgorged  or 
still  in  his  crop,  no  fewer  than  fourteen  fry.  While 
yet  another  gentleman  living  close  to  the  Black- 
water  mentions  the  killing  of  another  from  which 
"seven  salmon  fry  had  been  taken."  These  are 
but  a  few  instances  out  of  thousands  which,  I 
venture  to  say,  are  of  daily  occurrence  during,  at 
any  rate,  the  winter  months,  and  taken  in ° the 
aggregate    the  destruction  of   the  fry  of  the 


Salmonidic  by  these  birds  alone  must  be  enormous. 
Now,  as  cormorants,  as  a  rule,  have  particular 
stands  or  perching  places,  or  trees  adjacent  to  rivers 
and  lakes,  or  on  rocks  which  stand  up  from  the 
water,  if  the  water-bailiffs  were  to  carry  guns,  and 
for  which  no  excise  licence  is  necessary,  and,  like 
the  young  sportsman  alluded  to,  were  to  wage  a 
war  of  extermination  against  these  rapacious 
poachers,  if,  in  addition,  all  others  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  our  inland  fisheries  would,  when 
occasion  presented  itself,  lend  a  helping  hand,  no 
harm,  but  much  good,  should  be  the  result,  and 
many  a  salmon  or  trout  fry,  which  otherwise  would 
be  devoured,  would  run  the  chance  of  entering  the 
ocean,  from  thence,  in  process  of  time,  to  return  a 
lordly  salmon.  With  the  multitudinous  enemies 
which  assail  the  fry  of  the  Salmonidit;  from  all 
sides  we  should  use  every  means  in  our  power  to 
diminish  them.  Cherry  Branuy. 


AN  IDEAL  DAY. 

The  tide  is  out,  the  rocks  lie  glistening  in  the 
summer  sun,  the  little  pools  are  alive  with  tiny  fish 
darting  and  flashing  amongst  the  floating  weed,  here 
and  there  are  patches  of  dry  sand  across  which 
streamlets  of  fresh  water  from  the  cliff  race  down- 
ward to  the  sea  cutting  deep  furrows  as  they  go, 
and  doubtless  greatly  astonishing  such  wandering 
crabs  as  may  chance  upon  them. 

Up  on  the  beach  our  boat  lies  highland  dry ;  a 
full  hour  must  pass  ere  we  can  float  her  out  over 
the  sharp-pointed  rocks  into  the  deep  water  of  the 
bay.  A  pleasant  hour  though  with  never  an  idle 
moment ;  now  we  are  busy  with  an  eel  in  some 
deep  pool,  only  a  little  eel,  half  a  pound  may  be, 
no  more,  but  oh,  the  splashing,  the  shouting,  the 
slipping,  the  laughing,  till  he  is  caught  and  then — ■ 
let  go  again  to  grow  bigger  and  wiser ;  next  it  is  a 
crab  to  whom  wisdom,  as  he  sees  it,  suggests 
shamming  dead,  and  who  being  of  good  size  becomes 
so  in  real  earnest.  Of  Greenbacks,  "  Jack  Avols," 
there  are  plenty  ;  they  would  rather  escape,  but  if 
that  is  not  to  be  then  they  will  face  about  and  die 
fighting  ;  their  pluck  is  rewarded  and  they  go  free. 
Lobsters,  prawns,  shrimps,  this  sea-meadow  of  ours 
has  all  in  abundance,  but  to-day  we  are  for  larger 
quarry,  so  once  afloat  and  with  a  good  land  breeze 
behind  us  away  we  go  round  the  headland,  and 
from  there  a  mile  or  so  out  to  "  The  Wreck,"  a 
spot  where  local  tradition  tells  of  a  sunken  treasure - 
ship  of  olden  dajs  and  speal  s  with  an  easy  freedom 
of  ingots  and  doubloon?. 

Here  then  we  cast  anchor  in  some  forty  feet  of 
water  deepening  with  the  rising  tide  to  between  ten 
and  eleven  fathoms.  A  rod,  bow  and  stern,  with 
one  amidships,  is  all  our  craft  can  comfortably  take 
and,  if  sport  be  as  it  has  been,  all  that  wo  can 
properly  aftsnd  to. 

The  tide  is  hardly  flowing  yet,  and  save  for  the 
"  nig,  nig  "  of  small  fish  nothing  happens,  so  we 
have  time  to  glance  round  at  the  scenic  beauties 
till  the  more  serious  work  of  the  day  shall  begin. 
A. way  to  seaward,  dim  upon  the  skyline  in  the  High 
Eoad  of  the  Channel,  go  the  great  liners  out  or 
homeward  bound,  scarce  seeming  to  move,  yet  soon 
almost  as  we  watch  becoming  but  a  trail  of  smoke 
upon  the  cloudless  sky.  Nearer,  only  a  few  miles 
from  shore,  are  the  busy  "  Coasters."  "  The  little 
cargo-boats  that  fill  with  every  tide,"  picturesque, 
romantic  as  everything  large  or  small  that  sails 
upon  the  sea  must  always  be.  Shorewards  are 
dancing  wavelets  lapping  the  black  uncovered  rocks, 
running  in  and  out,  up  and  down  the  little  giillies 
as  if  at  play,  lifting  the  long  brown  "  weather  " 
weed  that  hangs  in  tangled  masses  from  the  old 
wooden  pier,  floating  it  merrily  on  their  foaming 
crests,  then  drawing  back  to  leave  it  lank  and 
dripping  gleaming  rainbow  hues  as  sun  and  water 
meet.  Ashore  we  see  the  old  mill  with  its  three 
red  chimneys  built  of  massive  brickwork  to  stand 
the  winter  storms ;  one  of  our  "  mirks "  these 
chimneys  are,  and  must  be  in  a  line  so  that  two  are 
hidden  ;  the  spke  of  the  ancient  Norman  church 
peeping  from  its  sheltered  hollow  through  a  green 
gap  in  the  taU  white  cliff  forms  our  second  "  mark," 
and  with  these  things  properly  arranged  we  are 
over  the  best  general  fishing  ground  along  the 
coast. 

The  "  whu-r,  whirr  "  of  a  winch  breaks  in  upon 
our  meditation  and  our  bow  rod  is  at  it  with  some- 
thing strong  and  heavy.  "  Don't  try  to  turn  him 
yet,"  says  midships,  quietly,  don't  hold  him,  let 
him  run  "    an  old  hand  midships,  whose  advice  is 
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eagerly  sought  and  followed ;  he  and  stem  reel  in 
.  their  lines  for  this  is  a  good  fish  and  there  must  be 
no  risk  of  fouling ;  deep  downa  he  keeps  some  twenty 
yards  away  plunging,  fighting  hard,  but  care  and 
patience  will  tell,  and  presently  as  the  line  comes 
slowly  in  we  see  a  flash  of  silver.  "  What  is  he  ?  " 
"  Bass,"  says  midships  ;  he  has  seen  us  and  is  off 
again  fiercely,  but  bow  has  him  well  in  hand — the 
rush  is  checked,  the  rod  point  held  well  back,  a 
final  splash  and  then  "  good,"  says  midships,  "  good 
indeed,  a  pretty  fish  and  prettily  played,"  full  seven 
pounds  he  goes  and  very  handsome  he  looks  as  he 
lies  gasping  in  the  net  ere  the  merciful  coup  de 
grace  is  given.  All  rods  are  soon  at  work  again, 
sport  ruling  fast  and  furious,  often  our  lines  are  no 
sooner  down  than  the  smart  jerk  of  a  pollack  or 
slower  tug  of  a  flat-fish  tells  us  one  is  on,  and  with 
our  fine  tackle  even  a  humble  "  pouter  "  will  give 
us  fun.  Dabs  there  are  in  plenty,  justifying  then- 
want  of  size  by  subsequent  sweetness  in  the  pan ; 
one  perhaps  will  reach  a  pound,  a  few  three-quarters, 
but  most  are  six  to  eight-ounce  fish.  The  pollack 
are  often  taken  while  reeling  in,  a  moving  bait 
attracting  them  as  it  does  a  mackerel.  It  is  an 
hour  from  high  water  now  and  lines  begin  to  drift 
with  the  strong  tide  that  is  running,  but  sport  still 
continues  though  bites  are  growing  occasional 
where  lately  they  were  frequent ;  a  weaver  is  hooked 
and  after  fighting  gamely  is  landed  and  handled 
with  great  caution — most  poisonous  of  all  British 
fishes  is  this,  -with  its  spiked  back  fin  and  prickly 
gill- covers  ;  then  come  several  small  bass  looking 
in  the  sunshine  like  bars  of  silver  from  the  wreck 
below  and  making  us  feel  that  if  we  have  not  hooked 
the  doubloons  at  least  we  have  taken  a  goodly  store 
of  treasures  from  the  deep.  The  tide  is  racing  now 
and  as  the  bites  grow  few  and  far  between  we  reel 
up,  put  by  our  rods  and  rest  awhile  to  coimt  and 
admire  the  spoil ;  sand  dabs,  pollack,  plaice,  and 
"  pouters  "  form  the  bulk ;  there  are  a  few  gurnet, 
a  sole,  a  wrasse,  the  weaver,  some  small  bass  and 
the  big  one,  our  first  and  best  fish — a  very  mixed 
bag  "  The  Wreck  "  has  yielded  us  to-day.  The 
wind  has  died  away  with  the  approach  of  evening, 
but  the  pull  back  westward  into  the  glow  of  the 
sunset  is  delightful,  the  headland  stands  out  before 
us  framed  in  gold,  the  tall  white  cliffs  catching  the 
last  glints  of  sunshine  and  i-eflecting  them  down  on 
to  the  darkening  water,  and  as  we  glide  gently  back 
into  our  little  harbour  in  the  bay  there  is  a  feeling 
that  this  indeed  has  truly  been  "  An  Ideal  Day." 

BoBEET  Stanley. 


DENNY  HUELEY. 
A  EECOLLECTION. 


When  ready  to  start  for  my  maiden  cast  on  the 
Laune,  at  Killorglin,  Johnny  Foley,  of  the  Ventry 
Arms,  failed  to  procure  William  Carter,  the  usual 
professional  cicerone  and  provided  me  with  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Denis  Hurley  was 
about  forty,  with  a  lean,  shrewd  face  adorned  by 
side  whiskers.  His  keen  eyes  had  that  knowing, 
quizzical  look  peculiar  to  most  men  of  his  stamp, 
and,  imlike  the  stage  Irishman,  he  wore  a  brown 
velveteen  coat  and  dark  trousers.  Denny  was  a 
'•  sportsman,"  which,  freely  translated,  meant  that 
he  was  a  poacher,  though  not  altogether  in  the 
English  sense  of  the  word.  He  had  the  sporting 
instincts  of  a  gentleman  and  would  have  scorned  to 
set  a  snare  or  stroke  haul  a  salmon.  His  engines 
were  the  rod  and  gun,  and  he  chiefly  supported  his 
family  by  selling  the  produce  of  his  skill.  In 
mitigation,  I  must  plead  for  him  that  most  of  the 
local  waters  were  then  open,  while  the  vast  extent 
of  mountain  and  bog,  virtually  unpreserved,  afforded 
a  lucrative  beat  to  as  dead  a  shot  as  ever  pulled 
trigger.  He  brought  me  to  a  long  "  scour,"  where 
I  got  a  nice  basket  with  fly,  and  earned  Mister 
Hurley's  flattering  remark,  "  By  gor,  your  honour's 
no  beginner,  I  see."  He  seemed  a  very  drouthy 
individual,  for  not  content  with  wetting  every 
second  fish  he  asked  for  more  on  plea  of  feeling 
"  shivery,"  till  the  flask  was  empty.  This  was 
explained  next  morning,  when  I  learnt  that  he  had 
been  sent  to  Killamey  hospital  down  with  typhus. 
When  he  returned,  after  many  weeks,  in  a  new 
velveteen,  he  told  me  how  he  used  to  lie  there 
gazing  on  the  familiar  glens  and  wondering  if  he 
should  ever  shoot  another  cock.  We  became  fast 
friends  and  constant  companions,  and  even  Colonel 
Hawker  himself  might  have  profited  by  his  admirable 
lessons  in  shooting  and  dog-breaking. 

Denny  netted  for  me  in  a  trout-fly  match  (duly 


chronicled  in  the  Field),  and  shortly  after  appeared 
with  a  grin  and  challenged  me  to  beat  him  on  three 
miles  of  tlie  river,  opposite  sides.  "  Ye  bate 
Mr.  B."  quoth  he,  "  but  maybe  ye  won't  settle  me 
so  aisy."  I  was  obliged  to  give  him  an  extra  fine 
collar,  which  I  heard  he  exhibited  to  admiring 
friends,  with  "  Ye  needn't  be  telling  me  ye  see  it 
and  on'y  meself  is  holding  the  ends  I  wouldn't 
know  it  was  there."  Our  match  resulted  in  the 
scales  being  balanced  to  a  scriiple.  One  day,  when 
snipe  shooting  with  a  youngster,  the  latter  went  up 
to  his  neck  in  a  quagmire,  planting  some  No.  8  in 
my  hat  at  ten  yards — a  narrow  shave.  On  being 
extricated,  his  new  suit  was  black  and  he  handed  it 
o\ev  to  Denny.  Next  (Sunday)  morning  as  we 
were  smoking  in  the  window,  we  noticed  a  gentle- 
man in  grey  Norfolk,  etc.,  going  to  chapel.  '•  Who 
the  deuce  can  that  be  ?  "  said  my  friend.  The 
stranger  turned  when  near,  and  with,  "  The  top  of 
the  morning  to  ye,  didn't  my  wife  wasli  them 
beautiful?"  disclosed  the  ingenuous  countenance 
of  Mister  Hurley.  Of  course,  he  had  a  dog  which, 
^^•hen  the  husk  of  mud  in  M  hich  it  was  usually 
encrusted  wore  thin,  a  sanguine  person  might  term 
a  pointer.  This  beast  was  named  Sancho,  though 
not  from  any  resemblance  in  its  proportions  to  the 
King  of  Barataria.  His  potteruig  style  of  beating 
was  probably  due  to  tlie  amount  of  cold  lead  he 
contained,  as  his  master  not  only  shot  over  but 
occasionally  into  him.  Chilled  shot,  though 
fillmg,  is  not  so  sustaining  as  warm  woodcock, 
and  Sancho  often  verified  the  proverb  that  a 
grain  of  pleasure  is  worth  an  ounce  of  pain, 
for  with  that  Meight  of  No.  7  was  he  constantly 
peppered  when  greedily  munching  a  bird.  I  can 
hear  in  fancy  the  well  remembered,  "  Drop  him,  ye 
divil.  Sancho  !  honianiondiaol  !  ye  villian  of  the 
worruld — Bang  1  and  off  went  the  left  barrel.  The 
ganger  was  Denny's  hcte  noir.  Once  when  he  had 
just  pocketed  a  snipe,  Sancho  howled  mournfully, 
and  the  exciseman  suddenly  appeared  and  gave 
chase.  Mister  Hurley  liad  taken  out  a  10s,  licence 
that  year,  but  forgotten  it  in  a  temporary  panic. 
On  recollection  lie  faced  about  and  confronted  tlie 
foe,  who,  luckily,  had  not  seen  the  target,  which 
the  shooter  informed  liim  was  "  On'y  an  owld 
sayguU."  To  this  day  Denny  maintams  that 
Sancho  set  the  ganger,  and  will  add,  "Divil  a  bit, 
but  sure  he  was  all  the  same  as  a  Christian." 
When  I  was  recoveruig  from  an  illness  Denny 
presented  me  with  a  fine  mallard  and  the  following 
day  witli  a  rabbit,  which  he  laid  on  the  sideboard 
with,  "  Sure  isn't  that  an  elegant  dog-rabbit  now  ?" 
a  remark  which,  from  the  con\ulsions  it  gave 
myself  and  a  friend,  prov  ed  more  efficacious  than 
any  medicine.  He  accompanied  me  once  on  a 
thirty-one  mile  walk  visiting  outposts.  A  moun- 
tain, whose  summit  was  called  "  the  windy  gap," 
tested  our  mettle,  and  after  dining  at  Mrs.  I3reen's 
hotel  (Glencar),  he  suggested  comfort  for  our  last 
thirteen  miles  in  refilling  the  flask.  Taking  it 
from  the  waiter,  we  set  off,  I  stipulating  that 
not  a  drop  should  he  get  till  we  arrived  at  a 
certain  rock.  I  doubt  if  Wellington  more  ardently 
longed  for  "night  or  Blucher "  than  did  Mister 
Hurley  for  that  rock.  At  length  we  reached 
it,  and  I  filled  the  cup,  but,  mirahile  dictu ! 
the  liquor  frothed  up.  "  Faith,  that  must  be 
powerful  stuff,"  quoth  the  expectant  one  with 
distended  mouth.  The  next  moment — "  Oh,  Holy 
Vixgin,  I'm  pizened ;  a-ach,  a-ach,  oh,  lord  1  "  The 
waiter  had  drawn  "bitter"  in  mistake;  it  was  a 
cruel  disappointment. 

Talking  of  the  hero  of  Waterloo  reminds  me  of  a 
sapient  remark  of  my  friend  as  we  were  lunching 
on  a  grouse  mountain  and  discussing  the  famous 
battle.  It  illustrates  the  leaning  of  the  Irish 
towards  the  French  since  their  attempted  landing 
at  Bantry.  "  Aye,  in  troth,"  said  he,  "  it's  all  very 
fine,  but  where  would  he  be,  I'd  like  to  know,  if 
Grouchy  on'y  turned  up?"  An  itinerant  with  a 
camera  appeared  in  my  hotel-yard  as  we  were 
getting  out  the  dogs  for  a  day's  shooting.  Denny 
strongly  negatived  an  offer  to  have  us  "  took,"  and 
his  reasons  were  strong — namely,  "  Faith,  an'  I'm 
not  going  to  stand  and  be  shot  down  by  that  owld 
brass  gun  he  has."  A  jorum  of  the  stuff,  however, 
gave  him  courage,  and  our  photo  still  adorns  the 
wall  of  my  den. 

Denny  would  seldom  accept  money  for  a  day's 
expedition ;  some  whiskey  and  a  pipe  in  my  room 
when  we  returned  was  all  he  would  usually  take. 
He  would  say  to  my  offers,  "  Arrah,  stoji  now ; 
sure,  whenever  I  want  a  shilling,  don't  I  know 
where  to  come  for  it  ?  "    One  incident  touched  me 


deeply.  It  could  only  happen  in  Ireland.  I 
wanted  some  cocks  for  a  lady,  and  as  duty  inter- 
vened, Denny  volunteered  to  get  them.  I  provided 
the  ammunition,  and  he  started  before  dawn.  He 
did  not  return  till  the  following  evening,  when  he 
staggered  into  my  quarters,  dead  beat,  and  threw 
himself  on  the  sofa.  A  drop  revived  him,  followed 
by  a  square  meal,  and  he  turned  out  a  regular 
avalanche  of  tlie  birds.  W^hen  I  spoke  of 
remuneration  he  waxed  indigaant.  "  I  never 
thought  you'd  want  to  insult  me  with  money," 
said  the  poor  fellow,  "me  that  would  die  if  it 
would  serve  you.  Give  me  anotlier  glass  and  say 
no  more."  He  had  accomplished  a  journey  of 
forty-four  long  miles,  besides  shooting  on  a  wild 
mountain  for  two  days  and  trusting  to  a  herd's  hut 
for  hospitality. 

Denny  has  always  reminded  me  of  Lever's 
"  Tipperary  Joe,"  though  his  intellect  was  un- 
impaired. When  transferred  lie  drove  to  see  the 
last  of  me  to  Killamey  Station,  and  wept  bitterly 
as  the  train  steamed  off.  I  can  M'ish  no  man  a 
more  faithful  friend.  I  have  many,  many  more 
recollections  of  him,  but  ahead  the  Editor's  pen. 
I  rejoice  to  say  that  he  still  lives.  His  healthy 
life  has  lefthiin  a  hale  and  vigorous  septuagenarian, 
and  he  can  still  tlirow  thirty-five  yards  of  silk  with 
the  best  and  lay  liis  eye  to  the  barrels.  As  to  the 
quickest  snipe,  to  quote  his  own  expression, 
"  Faith,  he'll  stand  in  more  danger  than  I  will." 
This  paper,  with  hearty  Christmas  greeting,  is 
dedicated  to  him  by  his  old  friend, 

G.  Garrow  Green. 


A  ZETLAND  AECADY. 


To  the  fairest  of  southern  landscapes,  orange  or 
cypress  grove  and  vine-clad  hillside,  I  prefer  a 
hilly  island,  clasping  the  sea  with  many  amis, 
where  the  clean  water  in  basin  of  rock  sweeps  with 
soft  ebb  and  flow  by  the  door  of  cabin  and  croft, 
where  every  valley  has  its  troutful  loch  and 
streamlet  trickling  to  the  sea,  where  architecture 
does  not  hide  the  purpose  of  a  house,  where  the 
people  are  simple  because  of  their  strife  with 
nature  for  simple  things.  Such  a  place  is  the 
parish  of  Walls  and  Sandness  in  Shetland,  where 
on  a  fine  summer  day  the  long  voes  are  pathways 
of  sunshine  and  everything  is  circled  by  a  rim  of 
shining  sea,  the  cliff  of  Foula  thrust  against  the 
horizon.  There  is  a  dame  at  Walls  who  knows  the 
secret  of  good  cheer.  Her  house  is  large  and  un- 
Shetlandesque  in  its  scrupulous  cleanness. 
Standing  against  a  green  hillside,  with  a  lochlet  in 
front,  the  lums  emit  a  faint  blue  reek,  such  as 
lendeth  its  potent  charm  alike  to  Highland  clachan 
and  to  Highland  whiskey  in  the  land  of  the 
stranger.  And  when  with  cheerful  moderation  you 
have  partaken  of  Meg's  choicest  fare,  with  a  sigh 
of  content  you  draw  in  your  chair  to  the  shinmg 
tiled  hearth  on  which  the  peats  glow  and  chirp, 
and  rest  and  dream  as  only  a  tired  man  can,  for  the 
dust  of  the  long  highway  is  on  you  and  the  sun 
has  gone  down  in  a  crimson  blaze.  He  that  would 
grasp  the  spirit  of  a  landscape  must  walk.  Only 
by  that  pain  of  limb  which  rest  so  beautifully 
expiates  is  comprehension  possible.  Moreover,  it 
is  the  cheapest  way  of  getting  about. 

By  and  bye  there  enters  "  the  man  to  speak  to 
you  aboot  the  boat,  sir."  Said  man  is  Joshua 
Jamieson,  bespoken  for  the  morrow.  Be  not 
surprised  at  his  name.  It  is  a  poor  parish  in 
Shetland  that  cannot  boast  of  its  four  churches, 
one  for  every  half-dozen  families.  "  Where  will 
you  be  thinking  of  going  to-morrow  ?  "  says  he. 
"  Where  would  you  advise  ?  "  I  ask.  "  There  is 
Longawater,  which  is  very  good,  but  there  is  no 
boat  on  it  at  all ;  and  Loch  Flatpunds,  which  is 
very  good,  too,  but  there  is  no  boat  there  neither ; 
or  perhaps  you  would  come  with  me  on  the  voe, 
where  I  have  my  own  boat  whatever,"  and  his  face 
brightened  as  he  made  this  suggestion.  "  And  what 
might  one  catch  in  the  voe  ?  "  I  enquire.  "  Oh, 
there  will  be  lots  of  fish.  It  is  far  better  than  any 
of  the  fresh-water  lochs,  where  the  fish  are  so 
small.  You  can  have  haddocks  and  skate  and 
sillox  and  cuithes,  and  maybe  a  sea-trout,  though 
it  is  just  soon  enough  for  them  yet.  We  can  fill 
the  boat,  whatever,  if  we  stay  long  enough." 
"  Nay,  but  it  is  the  trout  I  am  come  for,  Joshua. 
Is  there  none  of  your  lochs  that  has  a  boat  on  it  ?  " 
"  There  is  just  Loch  Brouster.  The  merchant  lira 
a  boat,  but  he  charges  dear  for  it,  and  it  is  I  would 
need  a  half-crown  for  myself  whatever."    He  looks 
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rsomewhat  dubious  ;  an  angler  who  walks  does  not 
promise  well,  but,  assured  on  that  point,  agrees  to 
■come  to  Loch  Brouster,  and  departs  quite  pleased. 

It  was  a  beautiful  morning  when  we  passed 
through  the  hamlet,  bright  enough  for  fishing,  but 
with  a  soft  wind  coming  from  the  sea  that  promised 
■clouds  anon.    We  climbed  the  neck  of  land  that 
divides  Vaila  Sound  from  Gruting  Voe,  and  then  at 
the  dwarf  bridge,  through  which  the  tide  from  lower 
Loch  Brouster  was  ebbing,  we  turned  up  towards 
the  house  of  the  merchant  who  owns  the  boats. 
Soon  we  had  launched  the  boat  on  the  bosom  of 
the  little  loch,  and  then  in  the  manner  approved  by 
anglers  began  to  drift,  whipping  the  water  betwixt 
deep  and  shallow.    Joshua  deprecates  the  standard 
loch  flies.    "  I  think  it  is  best  to  have  the  fly  that 
is  on  the  water,'"  says  he  ;  but  questioned  as  to  this 
.•for  there  are  none  up)  he  is  not  at  all  clear,  except 
that  it  is  "  small  and  dark  whatever."    The  sport 
is.  slow ;  we  drift  some  hundred  yards  before  I  pick 
up  a  quarter-pounder,  which  .Toshua  \oIunteers  to 
net  and  promptly  knocks  off  the  hook.    Then  we 
come  to  the  foot  of  a  miniature  cascade,  where  the 
burn  from  an  ancient  meal  mill  splutters  over  the 
brpwn  rocks.    Here  I  am  more  fortunate,  picking 
up  a  few  small  fish.    But  the  sun  grows  brighter 
and  the  wind  less,  so  that  by  eleven  o'clock  fly 
fishing  is  hopeless.    It  is  surprising  how  warm  the 
sun  can  be  even  in  sea-girt  Shetland.  Joshua 
suggests  minnow,  but  my  last  flight  is  rooted  among 
the  snags  of  Loch  Birsay.    There  remains  only  a 
garish  triangle  with  silver  fins  and  a  tuft  of  peacock 
ieathers,  yclept  "  Halcyon  Spinner,"  which,  having 
tried   and   proved   on  many  an  occasion  to  be 
absolutely  worthless,  rests  in  an  obscure  corner  of 
the  tackle  book.    Faute  de  micux  I  attach  it  and 
lazily  smoke,  while  Joshua  no  less  lazily  rows 
round  the  loch.    It  is  the  day  and  place  to  dream 
in,  but  there  is  a  screech  of  the  reel,  and,  infinitely 
surprising  though  it  be,  the  spinner  is  fast  in 
a   big  trout— big   for  Loch   Brouster,   that  is. 
Somewhat  reluctant  to  believe  that  any  trout  can 
be  fool  enough  to  be  tempted  by  the  "  Halcyon,"  I 
bring  him  in— a  real  pounder,  the  biggest  fish,  I 
-verily  believe,  in  Loch  Brouster.    Back  I  put  the 
spinner,  just  a  little  more  credible  of  the  tackle- 
maker's  eulogy,  and  Joshua  sleepily  resumes  his 
■oars.    But  the  bright  "  Halcyon's  "  fate  had  come, 
ior  in  rounding  a  rocky  corner  it  caught.    "  Canny 
Joshua,"  said  I,   "  it's  stuck ;  "  which  was  the 
signal  for  Joshua  to  give  the  oars  a  tremendous 
tug,  and  of  course  the  tackle  snapped.    I  mildly 
expostulated   and   Joshua  professed  sorrow,  but 
looking  back  on  this  episode  it  occurs  to  me  that 
he  was  disgusted  at  having  to  pull,  and  wished  to 
resume  drifting.    However,  the  breeze  now  slightly 
revived,   and  an   occasional  trout  took  the  fly. 
Towards  one  o'clock  the  rise  grew  decided,  and  'it 
felt  good  to  be  there,  when  did  not  Joshua  just 
then  protest  that  he  was  very  hungry  and  tired, 
and  that  at  this  time  "  Gentlemans  "  (with  a  nice 
little  emphasis  on  the  word)  "  always  stopped  for 
lunch."    Reluctantly  I  yielded,  and  so  lost  perhaps 
the  best  half-hour  of  the  day,  for  when  we  resumed 
the  rise  had  passed  and  only  an  erratic  fish  came 
to  net.    At  six  of  the  clock  some  fifteen  fish  were 
in  the  creel.    Joshua  was  becoming  morose,  and 
audibly  aspiring  to  the  "  grugg  shop  "  at  Bridge  of 
W  alls,  so  I  deemed  it  best  to  be  off,  and  trudged 
home  just  slightly  diverted  from  the  jaunty  swing 
of  a  light  creel  by  the  marvellous  beauty  of  the 
evening.    By  reason  of  its  boats  Loch  Brouster  is, 
to  its  loss,  the  prey  of  the  errant  angler,  and  it  is 
better  to  wade  and  get  sport  than  fish  from  a  boat 
and   get   none.    Another   day,  undeterred   by  a 
drizzle,  I  adventured  over  the  parish,  picking  a 
iew    fish   successively  from   Lochs  Brunatwatt, 
Ivurkigarth,   and   Flatpunds.     In  Brunatwatt  I 
booked  a  beautiful  fish,  but  he  fouled  among  weed, 
and  I  saw  him  no  more.    In  these  lochs  the  fish 
were  bigger  than  in  Brouster,  and  hooked  better. 

My  last  memory  of  Walls  is  of  a  delightful  hour 
spent  on  Loch  Bardister,  just  a  short  furlong  from 
the  ^illage.  It  was  a  dull  morning,  and  a  soft 
breeze  from  the  south-east  seemed  to  promise 
sport.  But  I  fished  the  length  of  the  loch  and 
creeled  only  one  half-pound  trout.  At  length  the 
breeze  died  away  entirely,  and  then,  curiously 
enough,  the  fish  began  to  dimple  the  glassy 
surface.  Casting  in  the  rings  of  rising  fish,  I  got 
many  rises  but  hooked  none,  for  the  wily  trout 
.would  not  be  persuaded  to  gulp  the  fly.  It  was 
mteresting,  however,  and  half  an  hour  sped  quickly 
thus.  Then  the  wind  came  again— now  from  the 
west — and  in  a  few  minutes  a  fine 


ripple 


spreading  over  the  loch.    It  seemed  to  be  the 
signal  for  every  trout  to  rise.    The  water  seethed 
with  fish  ;  it  was  beautiful  to  see.    Every  second 
or  third  cast  I  had  a  fish,  mostly  running  to  a  half 
pound.    Fine  fighting  fish  they  were,  and  strove 
hard  to  emesh  themselves  in  a  network  of  weed 
that  lay  between  them  and  me.    I  tried  to  guide 
them  round  the  weed,  but  too  often  they  eluded 
me,  and  then  diplomacy  was  no  more  possible.  It 
was  come  at  once  or  stay,  and  sometimes  they 
stayed  with  a  fly  or  bit  of  cast,  too.    I  liardl 
moved  while  fishing  this  rise ;  the  water  was  full 
of  fish,  and  the  casting  did  not  scare  them  a  bit 
A  little  boy  came  down  from  a  neighbouring  farm 
and  withdrew  an  unfruitful  set-line  from  the  loch 
"  There's  a  big  ane  here,"  said  he  ;   "I  hooked 
him  yesterday,  but  he  got  off.    That'll  be  him, 
he  said,  with  an  air  of  conviction  \vhen  a  iew 
minutes  later  I  was  fast  in  a  trout  just  over  the 
half  pound.    "  Let  me  net  it."    I  threw  him  the 
net  and  guided  the  trout  to  his  feet ;  but,  alas 
before  I  could  check  him  he  had  clutched  the  line 
with  a  view  to  steadying  the  fish,  w  ho,  not  at  all 
well  hooked,  and  finding  a  steady  leverage  to  kick 
against,  promptly  broke  and  disappeared.    I  tried 
to  explain  to  the  boy,  but  I  do  not  think  he  quite 
saw,  wherein  the  grip  of  his  hand  differed  from  the 
grip  of  the  rod.  By  this  the  rise  had  about  ceased 
and  it  was  time  to  be  preparing  for  return  to 
Lerwick.    The  basket  was  some  six  pounds  the 
heavier  for  that  last  half  hour. 

In  the  afternoon,  as  I  turned  on  the  riggmg 
above  Loch  Brouster  to  take  a  last  look  at  Walls 
and  such  of  its  many  lochs  as  were  visible,  I  felt 
that,  granted  such  weather,  Shetland  would  be  the 
place  for  very  good  fishers  to  go  w  hen  they  died 
felt  at  peace  with  all  men,  and  even  forgave 
Joshua  the  heinous  sin  of  timing  his  appetite  with 
that  of  the  fish.  George  A.  Mackay. 
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Time  of  Higrh  'Water  in  the  Thames, 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  In  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

30  mln.  for  Chelaea.  (56  min.  for  Kew. 

4U   „     ,,  Putney.  4^^)"^   >.  Richmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  •^""]80  „  „  Twiclfenham 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tiie  very  much 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  Hioh  Water  at  London  BRmoE. 

„  .     ,  -  Homing. 

Saturday,  Dec.  14    3  40   

Sunday,  ,,     i.'i    4.16   

Monday,  „     in    4  52  ... 

Tuesday,  „    17    5,30 

Wednesday,  „     is    g.lii 


Thursday, 
Friday, 


19 

20 


7. 

8.  5 


Eveoinff, 

....  3  5!) 

....  4  33 

....  5  10 

....  5.53 

....  6,41 

....  -.s^ 

....  S.37 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  —  Geneeal  Remarks.  —  The  heavy 
which  fell  on  Wednesday  night  and  Thursday 
well  coloured  the  river,  so  that  now  anglers 
expect  to  obtain  excellent  sport  amongst  all  kinds  o"^£ 
fish.  Roach  are  feeding  better,  and  with  a  faster 
stream  they  should  now  begin  to  work  in  towards 
the  banks.  There  will  also  be  a  better  depth  of  water 
under  the  boughs  where  roach  and  chub  can  be  found. 
I  was  at  Wraysbury  on  Monday  with  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater 
trying  the  roach  and  chub.  In  regard  to  the  latter  only 
two  small  fish  were  caught,  but  the  wind  was  exception- 
ally strong,  and  at  one  portion  of  the  day  we  experienced 
quite  a  blizzard.  We  ultimately  found  a  sheltered 
swim,  under  a  bank  where  there  was  a  nice  depth  of 
water,  and  secured  a  nice  little  bag  of  roach.  The  water 
was  only  a  trifle  coloured,  but  on  Thursday,  Deo.  5,  the 
small  dykes  were  pouring  into  the  Thames  a  nice 
quantity  of  coloured  water.  This  change  has  come  at 
a  very  appropriate  time,  and  will  assist  those  who 
have  decided  to  fish  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  Rich- 
mond to  get  some  fish.  The  only  thing  that  is  likely 
now  to  interfere  with  sport  is  snow  or  a  sudden  frost. 
Though  fish  feed  well  in  exceptionally  bitter  weather, 
a  sudden  turn  from  warm  to  cold  puts  them  off  the 
feed. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— —  (Henley),— The  water  is  in  a  little  better 
condition,  and  the  stream  has  improved,  in  fact  on 
Dec.  10  it  was  slightly  stained,  but  has  now  run  oft' 
clear  again.  Roach  fishing  is  still  very  quiet,  only  a 
few  of  these  fish  having  been  caught ;  here  and  there 
a  few  perch  have, been  found.  The  jack  have  gone  off 
the  feed,  and  I  have  no  large  takes  of  pike  to  record 
this   week.     A   patron   of  G.   Arlett,  on  Dec.  5 


took  seven  retainable  j»ck  butsraall,  the  best  fish  going 
only  just  over  ylb.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  fishing  with  W. 
Vaughan  on  the  same  date,  took  three  jack,  best  fish 
weighing  GJlb.  On  Dec.  8fch,  Mr.  Scott  fishing  with 
G.  Vaughan  took  four  jack,  best  fish  Gib.  Since  the 
above  date  few  fish  worth  mentioning  have  come  to  the 
net,  although  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out. — 
Stanley  Mead. 


Ancholme  District.— We  have  a  thin  coating  of 
ice  on  our  waters  to-day  (Dec.  11),  so  angling  opera- 
tions are  in  abeyance.  Two  or  three  have  been  piking 
the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  results  were  rather 
poor.  The  Commissioners  will  shortly  do  more 
stocking.— Thomas  Foru,  Caistor. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Torks.).— The  river  is  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  but  very  few  anglers  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week  or  two.  It  is  a  "  crying  shame  " 
that  we  have  not  a  salmon  pass  at  tiie  Kirkham 
Abbey  Weir.  The  grayling  and  pike  fishing  should  bo 
good  for  the  next  week  or  two. — H. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Water  in  river  is  now 
in  good  condition,  a  partial  flood  water  having  come 
at  last,  and  the  prospects  look  well  for  the  current 
week.  Some  pike  have  again  been  caught  in  the  canal 
near  the  lime-kilns  and  at  Topsham  by  Messrs.  Baker, 
Collins,  and  others,  the  weights  ranging  from  3|lb. 
to  71b,,  also  a  few  in  the  river  by  St.  David'.s 
Station,  and  near  Exwick.  In  the  Tiverton  and 
Burlescombe  Canal  Messrs.  Collins  and  Owen  had 
a  brace  of  pike  each  averaging  41b  ,  and  the  former 
angler  ran  a  leviathan  who  escaped,  but,  as  the  fish 
has  not  appropriated  any  hooks  or  tackle,  hopes  of  his 
future  capture  are  still  running  high  at  Halburton, 
where  the  acquaintance  sprang  up.  Weather  now 
cold,  but  bright  sunshine  and  clear  sky.  Later. — I 
have  just  heard  from  Mr.  Prickman,  of  North-street, 
that  on  Dec.  7  Mr.  Wilson  secured  four  fish  in  the 
canal  weighing  .301b.,  the  largest  one  being-  the  best 
taken  in  the  locality  named  for  the  season,  and 
this  speaks  well  for  the  future  chances  of  other  enthu- 
siastic pike  fishermen  who  are  increasing  in  numbers 
in  the  city  and  neighbourhood. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Itincs.  and  Cambs.)— Ten 
days  ago  anglers  were  complaining  of  the  mildness  of 
the  weather,  particularly  when  using  the  trolling-rod. 
To-day  (Dec.  11)  the  sport  is  nearly  at  an  end,  by 
another  approach  of  wintry  weather.  Scarcely  any- 
thing has  been  done  since  the  latter  end  of  last 
week.  We  hear  of  a  few  captures  prior  to  the  storms 
on  the  Welland  at  Deeping,  on  the  reaches  about 
Billingborough,  of  the  Forty-foot,  and  further  north 
about  Swineshead.  In  the  latter  locality  there  is  a 
good  stretch  of  water  well  stocked  with  decent  fish. 
Very  little  has  been  done  among  the  roach  fishers  on 
the  Cambridge  side  though  some  captures  were  noted 
up  to  the  end  of  last  week. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Up  to  the  early 
days  of  this  week  fishing  has  been  rem  I'kably  good, 
and  both  roach  and  pike-fishing  have  been  persued 
witb  avidity,  since  then  cold  has  set  in  and  it 
looks  as  though  a  stoppage  of  sport  would  be  re- 
corded by  the  week-end.  Several  good  pike  captures 
have  been  noted  between  Misson  and  Clayworth  ; 
captures  have  run  up  to  101b.  each,  but  the  majority 
seem  to  be  between  31b.  and  71b.  Roach  anglers 
have  enjoyed  good  sport  in  the  reaches  about  Mattersey, 
Scrooley,  and  Misson.  These  places  are  always  noted 
for  angling  in  the  winter.  Little  or  no  news  is  from 
the  lower  lengths,  and  in  the  upper  district  above 
Retford  a  few  chub  have  been  landed  along  with 
several  fine  grayling.  Some  roach  and  dace  have 
been  caught  between  Blyth  and  Scrooley. — L. 

Lark  (Barton  Mills,  Xcklingham,  Lackford, 
riempton,  and  Mildenhall).— During  last  week  I 
saw  some  splendid  lots  of  fish  taken  from  these  swims. 
Several  of  the  roach  were  close  on  21b.  each.  One 
London  angler  had  two  dozen  magnificent  fish  ;  very 
curious,  aU  taken  with  wheat ;  they  do  not  come  on 
gentles  at  all.  Either  white  paste  or  red  wheat  they 
take  freely. — Raven. 

Lea. — The  rain  of  Thursday,  Dec.  12,  was  wel- 
come in  the  Lea  valley,  and  should  improve  angling 
prospects  considerably.  It  is  a  long  time  since  the 
river  was  so  low  and  foul,  and  if  enough  stream  can 
only  be  created  to  bring  about  a  flush  it  would  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries.  Several  nice 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  made  during  the  week, 
although  sport  has  been  by  no  means  general. 
The  best  results  have  apparently  been  met  with 
in  the  Ware  district,  where  one  angler  took  131b. 
of  roach.  One  jroach  secured  by  another  rod 
weighed  lib.  6oz.  At  Hertford  some  good  dace  and 
roach  have  been  landed,  and  at  Waltham  Abbey  some 
well-fed  jack  have  been  brought  to  bank.  Perch  has 
been  principally  secured  in  the  Ponders  End  waters. 
In  the  Stort  jack  up  to  61b.  and  a  few  good  class 
roach  have  been  brought  to  the  net.  Sport  has  been 
quiet  on  the  Beane  and  Ash. — Izaak  Walton. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angfling 
Society's  Waters). — The  water  is  at  present  in  fine 
condition,  and  many  anglers  are  taking  advantage  of 
it  and  are  having  good  sport  here  among  the  roach 
and  pike.  Largest  fish  caught  during  the  week  was 
101b.— P.  W.  G. 
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Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  higher  and  are  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad  for  fishing 
since  Dec.  8.  Heavy  rain  accompanied  by  a  strong 
gale  followed  by  frosts  have  been  had,  and  the  water 
has  rose  but  is  now  clearing  again  and  should  be  in 
good  order  for  fishing  by  Deo.  14.  Since  Dec.  10  the 
weather  has  been  fine  and  the  prospects  for  sport  next 
week  are  good.  Some  nice  fish  landed  at  the  end  of 
last  week  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

JtVLgg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 
After  a  spell  of  mild  open  weather,  on  Saturday  night 
(Dec.  7)  and  since  we  have  evperienced  a  succession  of 
high  and  cold  winds,  accompanied  by  storms  of  rain, 
sleet,  hail,  and  snow,  causing  the  rivers  to  rise  a  foot 
or  more  of  muddy  water.  This  is  the  first  real 
freshet  we  have  had  for  many  months ;  it  it  now 
clearing  and  subsiding,  and  if  such  continues, 
with  at  all  favourable  climatic  conditions,  fishing 
should  be  good  next  week  with  sink  and  draw,  swim- 
ming worm  and  maggot,  and  possibly  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  (11  a.m.  to  3  p.m.)  the  fly,  when  the 
Mid  Blue,  Willows,  Red  Tag  and  Green  Insects  should 
be  best.  To-day  (Wednesday)  has  been  fine,  and  night 
sets  in  with  prospect  of  frost.  Glass  low,  but  rising  ; 
wind  W.  and  N.W.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — Water  in  the  finest 
condition  and  sport  very  good  despite  the  high  winds 
we  have  had.  A  great  number  of  jack  have  been 
taken  this  week,  although  they  have  not  run  large, 
one  of  lOJlb.  and  the  principal  others  51b.  and  61b. 
This  sharp  weather  is  bringing  them  on  the  feed 
nicely,  and  no  doubt  some  of  the  large  ones  knocking 
about  here  will  shortly  come  to  grief. — A.  Scard. 

  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  very  bright,  but 

maintains  its  proper  level.  Some  of  the  few  anglers 
who  have  been  after  the  jack  have  had  moderate  sport, 
several  fish  from  41b.  to  Tib.  having  been  taken,  but 
until  we  have  had  sufficient  rain  to  give  the  water  a 
little  stream  as  well  as  colour,  the  Ouse  will  not,  I 
fear,  yield  the  angler  a  good  return  for  his  patience. — 
W.  N. 

Stotir  (Bures,  SnfiFolk).— Sport  has  been  better 
during  the  last  few  days,  although  the  water  is  still 
clear  and  a  cold  north  wind  blowing.  Some  decent 
bags  of  roach  have  been  made  up  to  141b.,  but  nothing 
over  lib.  each  in  weight.  Better  sport  has  also  been 
had  among  the  jack.  Amongst  other  fish,  on  Dec.  7 
Mr.  H.  Steed  had  one  of  71b.  2oz. ;  on  Dec.  8  Mr.  W. 
Stebbing  had  one  of  81b. ;  and  on  Dec.  9  another  local 
angler  had  a  brace  going  131b.  The  rain  seems  very 
slow  in  coming,  and  sport  will  be  rather  dull  until  we 
get  a  good  downfall. — W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — Variety 
has  been  the  record  of  the  weather  during  the  past 
week — heavy  gales,  rain,  hail,  snow,  and  sleet.  A 
few  enthusiasts  have  braved  the  elements  with  but 
a  poor  reward.  Bains  have  coloured  the  rivers  a 
little,  but  much  more  is  wanted.  Nothing  short 
of  a  flood  will  be  beneficial.  Those  anglers  who 
have  patronised  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  Mills 
and  at  Isfield  have  taken  a  few  small  pike, 
while  from  the  upper  reaches  a  visitor  recently 
secured  pike  of  5f  lb.  and  4^1b.  with  live  dace.  The 
Adur  has  been  well-nigh  deserted.  A  local  angler  iu 
the  Henfield  district  on  Tuesday  captured  a  fish  of 
4|lb.  The  canal  at  Chichester  in  the  lower  roaches, 
thanks  to  the  new  lockkeeper,  is  in  fairly  good  con- 
dition, and  spinning  or  trolling  may  in  places  be 
indulged  in.  A  visitor  spinning  with  sprat  in  the 
Donnington  district  secured  a  brace  of  pike  weighing 
51b,  and  41b.  respectively. — Geobge  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Iiiidlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rurming  higher,  and  there  is  a  stain  on  the  water 
owing  to  the  rough  weather  we  had  on  Dec.  8  and  9. 
The  weather  is  still  very  unsettled,  with  rain,  snow,  and 
hail,  and  a  gale  of  wind  has  been  blowing,  and  has 
been  against  anglers  going  out.  Before  the  rain  the 
weather  at  the  end  of  last  week  was  in  every  way 
suitable  for  angling,  and  a  good  few  rods  were 
cut  and  used  fly  and  bottom  baits  with  success, 
and  some  nice  lots  of  grayling  and  coarse  fish 
were  landed.  Worm  and  maggot  have  accounted 
for  nice  roach,  dace  and  chub.  Pike  fishing  has 
been  better,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  with  live 
bait.  On  Friday  (Dec.  6)  two  anglers  were  out  and 
landed  ten  grayling  with  Whirling  Blue  and  Red  Tag. 
In  the  Ashford  district  some  fair  sport  was  had  with 
worm  and  maggot.  In  the  water  under  the  castle 
some  good  sized  fish  have  been  landed,  bottom  fishing. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  slightly 
stained,  and  angling  quiet  on  them  at  present.  With 
a  few  frosty  nights  there  should  be  sport  had  in  this 
part  next  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenhury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

running  higher  than  it  has  for  some  time,  and  there  is 
a  stain  on  it  owing  to  the  severe  gale  of  wind,  rain, 
hail  and  snow  which  was  had  in  the  district  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week.  The  weather  has  been  against 
angling  and  anglers  getting  out,  and  there  has  been 
very  little  fishing  done  in  this  part  since  Saturday. 
Before  Saturday  there  was  some  fair  sport  had  with 
fly,  and  nice  grayling  landed.    The  weather  is  more 


settled  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the  prospects  for  next 
week  are  good  if  we  get  no  rain. — Worcester. 
Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 

Anglers  are  suffering  from  a  return  of  the  wintry 
weather.  On  the  main  river  between  Lincoln  and 
Bardney  the  visitors  have  done  fairly  well  with 
yellow  paste  and  dew  worms.  The  mild  weather 
of  last  week  brought  out  quite  a  crowd  to 
the  banks.  Below  Bardney  the  best  reports 
are  from  Kirkstead  and  Dogdyke,  where  pike 
fishers  have  done  well.  Near  Bardney  a  good  speci- 
men sealing  171b.  was  lately  landed,  another  of  101b. 
was  caught  near  Kirkstead,  and  atTattershall  a  veteran 
got  hold  of  a  brace  scaling  SJlb.  and  ISJlb.  respectively. 
Several  pike  were  drawn  from  Brayford  Pool  last 
week.  The  tributaries  have  also  received  attention 
lately,  both  the  Sincil  Dyke  and  the  Old  Barlings  river 
have  had  attention  from  the  roach  fishers.  Very  little 
news  is  to  hand  respecting  the  sport  on  the  drains 
about  Boston.  Some,  however,  are  stated  to  have 
done  fairly  well  on  the  Hobhole  at  Old  Leake.  It  is 
anticipated  that  these  drains  v/ill  soon  be  icebound. 
The  weather  has  turned  very  cold.— Luci. 
.  Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
lip  to  Dec.  7  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  being  very 
mild,  and  several  fishermen  were  out  on  Saturday, 
Dec,  7 ;  the  water  had  gone  down  very  much,  so 
that  Mr.  D.  P,  Pearson  fishing  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water,  Matlock-dale, 
took  two  brace  of  grayling  with  the  fly ;  also  Mr. 
Rowland  obtained  three  brace  with  bait.  Since  the 
above  date  the  river  has  been  in  flood,  heavy  rain, 
rough  vrinds,  and  snow  storms,  with  thunder  and 
lightning.    Ko  fishing  for  days. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
&c.  (Yorks).— Since  Monday  (Dec.  9)  snowstorms 
and  adverse  conditions  have  kept  the  majority  of 
anglers  at  home,  but  I  have  braved  the  elements,  and 
considering  all  things  have  done  fairly  well.  I  have 
met  several  other  enthusiastic  anglers,  and  the  Rev. 
Father  Murphy  and  a  gentleman  staying  at  the  Cover 
Bridge  Inn  have  picked  up  a  few  brace  of  grayling. 
To-day  (Dec.  11)  the  water  is  fining  down  nicely,  and 
if  the  present  quiet  frost  continues  sport  is  sure  to 
improve.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Ure  in  the 
district  of  Masham  and  Bipon  sport  was  good  up  to 
Saturday  (Dec.  7),  the  most  successful  rods  being 
Messrs.  'Daniels,  Mason,  White,  and  Smith,  Very 
little  angling  has  been  attempted  in  the  Swale  all 
the  week,  or  in  any  of  its  tributaries,  the  snowfall 
in  this  district  being  very  heavy.  Last  week-end  the 
weather  was  more  genial  for  the  grayling  fisher. 
Several  anglers  visited  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Ouse, 
Derwent,  Rve,  Riccall,  and  Hodge,  In  the  upper 
reaches  of  "the  Wharfe  a  few  rods  were  out. 
On  the  Bm-usall  and  r  Ilkley  lengths  fair  sport 
was  met  with,  the  best  basket  being  one  of 
ten  fish  caught  with  swimming  the  cockspur 
worm  on  a  No.  9  round  bend  hook  with  a  crank  shank, 
which  keeps  the  worm  well  threaded  up  the  hook. 
Very  few  rods  have  been  seen  at  Otley  Poole,  Hare- 
wood,  and  CoUingham  Bridge ;  below  this  point,  in 
the  districts  of  Boston  Spa,  Newton  Kyme,  Tadcaster, 
and  UUeskelf,  several  rods  have  been  out.  Sport  has 
been  very  fair  amongst  dace,  roach,  pike,  perch,  and 
grayling.  Messrs.  Pickersgill,  Grimshaw,  Thomas, 
Rippon,  and  Rigton  have  been  very  successful 
amongst  the  grayling.  The  maggot  has  ac- 
counted for  most  fish  in  this  district.  Since 
Monday  the  Snow  King  is,  of  course,  on  the 
rampage  here  as  everywhere  else,  and  no  angling  is 
going  oS— or  on.  I  hear  that  the  Ilkley  Club  have 
easily  got  their  boxes  full  of  ova, ;  in  fact,  could  have 
filled  twice  the  number,  and  the  breeding  becks  are 
reported  full  of  spawning  fish.  On  Saturday  last  very 
fair  sport  was  had  among  the  pike  in  the  district  of 
UUeskelf  and  Ryther,  Mr.  J,  Grassham  secured 
three  fish,  the  heaviest  weighing  about  6Jlb.  There 
is  very  little  to  report  from  the  Nidd,  Ouse,  Derwent, 
but  in  the  higher  reaches  on  the  Rye  sport  up  to  the 
end  of  the  week  has  been  good,  Messrs,  Grant, 
Hogg,  and  Witham  secured  three  very  good  baskets 
of  grayling,  weighing  201b.  lloz.,  111b,,  and  91b., 
several  of  the  fish  weighing  close  upon  a  pound. 
As  I  close  this  letter  the  weather  is  fine,  with  two 
degrees  of  frost ;  I  shovild  therefore  say  anyone  who 
does  not  mind  plodding  through  four  or  five  inches  of 
snow  to  the  waterside  will  meet  with  fair  grayling  or 
pike  fishing.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern^Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds, 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North-East  of  Scotland.— The  mild— too  mild- 
spell  of  November  weather  has  given  place  to  a  series 
of  hard  frosts  and  slight  snowfalls.  A  storm  before 
Christmas  is  worth  two  after  it  for  the  late  spring  and 
summer  waters,  and  a  good  downfall  just  now  among 
the  Grampians  would  be  very  welcome.  Spawning 
operations  are  about  over  in  the  mid-reaches  and  the 
late  fish  are  now  busy  on  the  redds  on  the  lower  beds. 
More  spawners  have  been  noted  on  the  Don  above 
Alford  in  the  upper  reaches  of  Kildrummie 
than  ihas  been  the  case  for  many  years.  The  Dee 
waters  are  now  about  all  let  up  for  the  spring.  Mr, 


Coates  and  Mr.  Lamming  divide  the  Glentana  reaches, 
while  many  of  the  old  rods  are  again  booked  for'thfe 
Aboyne  Hotel  and  Huntly  Castle  waters.  The  spring 
fishings  on  the  Don  are  not  of  much  account,  although 
last  year  and  on  the  previous  one  the  head  of  fish 
forward  was  considerable. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Wintry  weather  prevails  over 
the  south  of  Scotland  this  week  and  the  whole  district 
is  under  snow.  Frost  has  set  in  and  looks  as  if  it  is 
going  to  stay  for  some  time.  Spawning  is  going  on  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  in  all  the  streams  of  the 
district,  though  a  large  number  of  salmon  have  not 
yet  left  the  deep  pools  for  the  redds.  There  is  the 
best  show  of  breeding  fish  that  have  been  seen  for  seven 
or  eight  years.  The  spawners  will  require  special  atten- 
tion by  the  water-bailiffs,  as  several  of  the  districts  are 
the  abode  of  gangs  of  poachers.  The  greatest  danger 
is  in  the  out  of  the  way  places,  and  in  the  uppermost 
reaches  when  the  salmon  are  laying  down  their  ova. 
The  reports  from  the  Galloway  and  Ayrshire  districts 
are  also  very  favourable  so  far.  The  weather  is  very 
severe  this  week  in  Galloway. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  rain  and  snow  of  the 
past  week  raised  the  local  streams  a  bit,  and  thus 
helped  to  protect  them  against  the  attentions  of  the 
poaching  fraternity  whose  name  is  legion.  Pike 
fishing  on  local  lakes  is  not  of  much  account, 
though  the  weather  just  now  is  fairly  favourable 
to  that  branch  of  angling,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  perch  fishing.  The  pomeranian  bream, 
which  was  at  one  time  plentiful  in  the  Lagan,  seems 
to  have  disappeared  altogether  or  has  "  crossed  out " 
with  other  bream.  The  three  local  angling  clubs  will 
hold  their  annual  meetings  in  the  next  month.  The 
Nester  Anglers  have  just  lost  a  respected  member  in 
Mr.  William  Robson  who  was  accidentally  killed  last 
week  on  the  Queen's  Island.  His  funeral  on  Sunday 
was  largely  attended  by  the  Association. — J.  A.  B, 

Cork  Rivers, — Many  of  the  Cork  rivers  are  now 
flooded,  but  no  harm  has  been  done  to  the  spawning, 
beds,  as  there  were  no  sudden  or  violent  rushes  ot' 
water.— T.  J.  D. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Spawning  has  gone  on  well  since 
last  report  on  all  the  principal  spawning  rivers.  The 
accounts  to  hand  from  the  inland  mountainous  dis- 
tricts— where  poaching  used  to  be  so  rife  at  this  time — 
state  that  poachers  have  been  unusually  quiet.  The 
rivers  have  been  partially  flooded  for  the  past  few  days- 
and  numbers  of  late  fish  have  arrived  on  the  spawning: 
beds.— T,  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — The  Lee  was  low  all  the- 
month  and  comparatively  few  fresh  spawning  fish  ran 
up.  This  season  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  have 
given  valuable  aid  in  protecting  the  Lee  and-  the 
Drepsey  and  Lena,  on  which  tributaries  spearing; 
salmon  by  torchlight  was  formerly  a  fine  art.  In. 
consequence  of  this  there  has  been  comparatively 
little  destruction  of  fish  in  the  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries. Some  nets  were  lately  seized  in  the  tideway. — 
J.  A,  B. 

Lough    Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

On  the  Cummeragh  the  spawning  fish  are  being  well'i 
looked  after.  The  Weir  fishery  on  Waterville  River 
opens  on  Jan,  1  and  the  angling  a  month  later.  Under 
ordinary  conditions  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the 
coming  spring  season  will  show  much  improvement 
on  the  last  one. — T.  J,  D, 

Lough  Neagh. — Spent  salmon  and  lake  trout  are 
dropping  down  to  the  lough  from  the  rivers,  and  as 
usual  the  poachers  are  reaping  a  good  harvest.  The 
pollen  have  practically  spawned.  These  little  fisb 
recuperate  very  rapidly,  as  they  are  usually  in  fair 
condition  when  the  pollen  season  opens  on  Feb.  1. 
This  week  the  tributaries  of  the  lough  are  a  bit  higher, 
which  helps  to  protect  them, — J,  A,  B. 

Maine  (Randalstown,  co.  Antrim).— Up  till  this 
week  the  Maine  salmon  had  scarcely  enough  water  to 
cover  their  backs  on  the  redds,  particularly  above 
Slaght  Bridge  and  in  the  small  tributaries.  This  week 
the  river  and  streams  rose  into  better  condition  for 
the  safety  of  their  tenants.  The  last  runs  of  salmon, 
up  the  Maine  are  due  about  Christmas. — J.  A.  B. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  is  low  for  the  time  of  year,  though  higher 
than  last  week,  A  number  of  salmon  is  in  the  traps 
at  the  hatchery  for  spawning  purposes. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Mr.  C.  Neather,  during  the  week,  had  nine 
pike  weighing  931b.,  largest  22Jlb.,  and  some  fairly 
good  shooting. — Pat  Hkarnes. 


Thk  "Harrogate  Spinner"  is  without  a  doubt  the  hest 
artificial  epinner  for  pilie  on  the  market,  and  reports  are  con- 
tinually coming  in  of  its  successes.  Kills  on  all  waters.  Sample 
Is.  9d.,  post  free.  Long  Pike  Spinning  Traces,  fitted  with  anti- 
Ivinliing  leads,  Is.  e.ach.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spinning 
flights,  w  ith  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead,  Is.  each  ;  witl'-. 
long  trace  and  Geens  leads.  Is.  6d.  each.  "Handy  "  pike  gag. 
and  strong  disgorger,  Is.  6d.  Jardine  or  Bickerdyke  Pike 
Paternosters— Gimi),  Is.  ;  salmon  gut.  Is.  6d.  each.— .T.  E. 
Miller  (Telephone  2001),  Northern  Angleis'  Dep6t,  10,  New- 
Station -street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 
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SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
"iides  for  the  use  of  soa-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
S'riday,  Dec.  20:— 


Sat.  Sun. 
14th  loth 


-Scarborough  [p 

Yarmouth .. 
'  Lowestoft .. 


fa.m. 
ip.m 
ra.m. 
■(p.m. 
(a.m. 
(p.m. 

■Aldeburgh  f*;S: 

S^^^i'^^  {p.m. 

» Sumham-oa-  fa.m. 

Crouch  (p.m. 

•  Southend,  Sheer-ra.m. 
ness  and  Leigh... (p.m. 
3Iargate,  B'dstairs.fa.m. 
and  Eamsgate  ...Ip.m. 

' Oeal  and  Dover  -(p™- 

'Hastings  

3;astbourne  andfa.m. 
Brighton 

"  Newhaven- 


-  shorehaBi 

Southwick, 
iPoi-tsBiouUi 


 (p.m. 

ra.m. 

 (p.m. 

andra.m. 

 Ip.m. 

and/a.ni. 


Haj'ling  Island  (p.m. 


5.50 
6.  8 
10.51 
11.  8 
11.33 
11.50 

0.21 
1.30 
1.49 
1.46 
1.50 
2  20 
2.37 
1.23 
1.48 
0.38 
0.58 
0.22 
0.42 

0.  48 

1.  8 

0.  45 

1.  2 
1.  6 
1.26 
1.11 
1.39 
7.36 
7.53 


6.27 
6.47 
11.26 
11  45 

0.  8 
0.38 

0.  56 
2.  7 
2.25 
2.18 
2.36 
2.53 
3.11 
1.56 
2.14 
1.17 
1.36 

1.  1 
1.20 
1.27 
1.46 
1.18 
1.35 
1.45 

2.  4 
1.48 
2.  6 
8.10 
8.28 


Mon.  Tues.lWed. 
16th  17th  I  18th 


7.  8 
7.30 

0.  4 

0.27 
0.42 
1.15 
1.34 
2.44 
3.  3 
2.55 
3.14 
3.30 
3.50 
2.33 
2.53 
1.56 
2.17 
1.40 
2.  1 
2.  6 
2.27 
1.54 
2.15 
2.24 
2.45 
2.25 
2.45 
8.46 
9.  5 


7.53 
8.17 
0.25 

0.  47 

1.  7 
1.29 
1.65 
2.17 
3.23 
3.44 
3.34 
3.55 
4.11 
4.33 
3.14 
3.36 
2.39 
3.  2 
2.23 
2.45 
2.49 
3.12 
2.37 
3.  0 
3.  7 
3.30 

3.  6  3. 
3.29  4. 
9.25  ,10. 
9.47  10. 


Th.  Fri. 
l!)th  20th 


9.37 
10.  9 
2.  8 
2.40 
2.50 
3.22 
3.38 
4.10 
4.56 
5.22 
5.  7 
5.33 
.'•.(6 
6.15 
4.49 
5.18 
4.13 
4.39 
3.57 
4.23 
4.23 
4.49 
4.18 
4.49 
4.41 
5.  7 
4.42 
5.10 
10  [11.  2  t 
35  111.32 


10.43 
11.  8 
3.13 
3.46 
3.55 
4.28 
4.42 
5.16 
5.51 
6.20 
6.  2 
6.37 
0.47 
7.22 
5.50 
6.25 

5.  6 
5.36 
4.50 
.5.  CO 
5.16 
5.46 
5.22 
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Ballycoiton. — No  anglers  have  been  out  since  last 
-report,  and  at  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  so  bad 
*hat  sea  angling  is  out  of  the  question. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  a  gale  from  the  west 
.and  very  rough  seas  during  the  past  week.  At  time  of 
■■writing  (Dec.  11)  the  sea  is  calming  down.  During 
7the  past  fortnight  a  few  cod  have  been  hooked  over 
■the  Black  Bock  groimd  (one  over  151b.  in  weight  by 
JVIr.  Channon  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association). 
From  the  comparatively  small  catches  of  silver 
whiting  made  last  week,  they  seem  to  have  nearly  left 
us.  Pier  anglers  still  continue  to  try  their  luck  from 
the  ends  of  the  Palace  and  West  Piers. — H. 

Cronch  (Bumham-on-Crouch).— But  very  few 
"Whiting  are  now  in  the  river,  and  very  small  at  that, 
but  some  very  fine  dabs  have  been  caught.  A  fine 
■conger  eel  was  stranded  some  distance  above  Burnham, 
and  picked  up  by  one  of  the  locals  who  cut  it  up  and 
sold  it.  Mr.  Tunbridge  who  bought  one  of  the  pieces 
told  me  the  fish  was  about  six  feet  long  and  weighed 
between  301b.  and  401b.  Some  little  while  back  a  cod, 
weighing  about  151b.,  was  seen  floating  about  on 
top  of  the  water  here  and  was  caught  in  one  of  the 
•oyster  priddles.  So  you  see  we  do  get  big  fish  up  this 
river  at  times,  and  what  fine  sport  the  two  fish  above 
mentioned  would  have  given  to  an  angler  had  he  been 
fortunate  enough  to  have  hooked  them.  A  few  sprats 
have  come  up,  so  possibly  the  codling  will  follow. — 
-J.  Wright. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry);— In  consequence  of 
stormy  and  wot  weather  sea  angling  has  been  brought 
to  a  standstill  here.  At  time  of  writing,  however,  the 
weather  is  improving. — T.  J.  D. 

Beal. — Owing  to  the  high  northerly  winds,  which 
made  the  water  very  thick,  fishing  was  quite  put  a 
stop  to.  Dec.  5. — Wind  changed  round  to  S.S.W., 
and  the  best  take  of  the  day  fell  to  Messrs.  Symonds 
and  Portlock,  which  was  only  twenty-eight  whiting 
and  one  codling.  Dec.  6. — Weather  moderate,  and 
water  smooth  and  clearing  down  a  little.  Some  fair 
takes  of  fish  landed.  Messrs.  Portlock  and 
Symonds  had  five  and  a  half  score  whiting  and 
ten  codling ;  one  of  the  local  fishermen  landed 
a  cod  of  about  161b.  Dec.  7.  —  Wind  westerly, 
strong,  with  ground  swell,  and  takes  running  from 
about  one  and  a  half  score  large  whiting,  pouting,  and 
codling,  to  about  seven  and  a  half  score  in  the  evening. 
Several  angling  gentlemen  put  in  an  appearance. 
Dec.  8. — Gale,  W.S.W.,  with  heavy  groimd  swell, 
"which  compelled  all  anglers  to  stay  on  shore,  but  a 
few  of  the  sprat  boats  put  out,  and  gentlemen 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  these  little  craft  launch 
and  land  through  the  surf  with  very  good  takes' of 
sprats.  Dec.  9. — Wind  westerly ;  water  still  very 
thick ;  nothing  worth  mention  landed.  Dec.  10. — 
Wind  N.W. ;  average  takes  from  one  to  three  score, 
mixtures.  Dec.  11. — Wind  N.W.,  moderate  ;  several 
local  boats  out ;  water  still  very  thick  ;  takes  about 
the  same  as  yesterday.  Should  the  weather  keep 
moderate  and  water  get  in  better  condition,  I  antici- 
pate sport  by  the  week  end. — E,  Hanger  (Agent, 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach  Street. 

Deal  (the  Pier).— Strong  winds,  varying  from 
.soutb-west  to  north-east,  have  sadly  marred  all  sport 
duiing  the  preser.t  week,  th  .ugh  at  times  the  water 
has  been  fairly  clear.  Maiy  visiting  anglers,  debarred 
by  the  gale  from  going  afloat,  strolled  on  to  the  pier 


on  Dec.  8,  but  only  some  half  dozen  wetted  their  lines 
Mr.  Igglesden,  Mr.  Carley,  and  Mr.  aicClerg  fished 
patiently  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  but  their 
combined  taks  was  less  than  a  dozen  fish.  The 
improved  weather  on  Monday  brought  out  Mr.  Welch. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burrard,  Sir  II.  Stapley,  Mr.  Smith  and 
Mr.  Christopherson,  when  a  few  whiting  and  codling 
were  caught,  the  former  all  running  very  small. 
Master  Anderson  joined  the  above  named  on  Tuesday, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  taking  lialf  a  score  of  fish 
in  very  quick  time.  Mr.  Welch  and  Mr.  Christopherson 
also  made  a  fair  return  on  this  day,  some  large 
codling  being  included  in  both  of  their  "catches.  Two 
new  arrivals  in  the  afternoon  experienced  sufficient 
sport  to  satisfy  them,  and  took  oii  more  than 
score  of  whiting.  Mr.  Curtiss  was  also  successful 
during  afternoon  hours.  Mr.  Welch  opened  the  ball  on 
Wednesday  morning  by  taking  a  whiting  of  IJlb.,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maitland  and  some  eight  other  ladies 
and  gentlemen  were  kept  fairly  busy  on  this  day,  the 
water  being  of  better  colour  than  has  lately  obtained. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smyth  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philp 
were  also  very  successful  with  codling  and  whiting, 
several  of  the  latter  being  of  very  large  size. — J. 
Richardson  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle. — Sea  angling  has  been  very  much  inter 
rupted  recently  by  bad  weather.  In  the  few  favour 
able  intervals  some  fair  sport  was  had  at  various 
fish.— T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — We  have  had  very  uncertain 
and  rough  weather  of  late.  Weather  permitting  good 
sport  may  still  be  had  with  pollack,  providing  you 
have  a  good  seaworthy  boat. — H. 

Penzance  (Cornwall).— During  the  past  fortnight 
drift  fishermen  has^e  made  good  catches  of  winter 
herring ;  they  rtm  as  large  as  the  early  Scotch  herring. 
Large  catches  of  pilchard  have  also  been  made.  Pier 
anglers  have  not  been  doing  much. — H. 

Plymouth. — Unsettled  weather  during  the  week 
has  interfered  somewhat  with  the  fishing.  Pollack 
have  not  been  feeding  well,  and  the  pier  fishermen 
have  not  been  doing  so  much  with  the  mullet.  Some 
large  blaine,  however,  have  been  taken  amongst  the 
pouting.  The  west  country  boats  have  been  doing 
well  with  the  drift  nets,  some  seines  enclosing  as  many 
as  300  hogshead  of  fish,  but  they  complain  wofully  of 
the  dog-fish ;  thousands  of  the  fish  that  are  messed 
are  eaten  away,  leaving  nothing  but  the  heads  in  the 
nets.  On  Saturday  night  (Dec.  7)  a  large  barque 
loaded  with  about  a  thousand  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda 
went  ashore  in  Whitsand  Bay  and  was  broken  up  by 
the  action  of  the  sea ;  this  will  not  improve  the  fishing 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood.  List  of  edible  fish 
for  the  month  include  coal-fish,  hake,  ling,  cod,  had- 
dock, pouting,  whiting,  tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  eel, 
sprat,  pilchard,  anchovy,  dory,  mackerel,  atherine 
(smelt),  skate,  homelyn  ray,  sharp-nosed  ray,  and  all 
shell-fish. — William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Squally  weather,  thick  water,  coupled 
with  the  absence  of  sprats,  has  made  fishing  very  bad 
this  week.  The  few  boats  that  have  been  out  have  had 
very  small  catches ;  fishing  from  the  piers  has  been 
equally  disappointing.  '•  Snow  threatening,  and  falling 
at  Dover. — Obey  Mullett. 

Valentia  and  Waterville, — At  time  of  writing, 
owing  to  bad  weather,  angling  is  suspended  even 
within  the  harbour. — T.  J.  D. 

Weymouth. — Not  much  fishing  has  been  obtained 
in  the  bay  as  the  weather  has  been  rather  rough. 
Some  decent  sized  conger,  bass,  and  pollack  have  been 
taken.  In  the  harbour  a  very  decent  quantity  of  bass 
have  been  caught.  Several  persons  have  been  out  and 
caught  as  many  as  two  and  three  dozen  apiece,  and 
the  fish  were  of  very  good  size.  The  prospects,  how- 
ever, at  present  are  not  very  good  as  regards  the 
weather ;  there  are  high  winds  from  the  N.W.  and 
the  water  is  very  rough.  There  does  not  appear  any 
likely  change  at  present. — Sea  Bream. 


The  Lemon  Easp. — Mr.  March,  of  70,  Sinclair- 
road,  London,  W.,  has  patented  an  ingenious  little 
instrument  for  preventing  the  waste  of  the  essential 
oil  of  lemon.  It  is  thus  described  hy  "  The  Major  " 
in  To-Day  :  "  The  Lemon  Easp  is  an  excellent 
little  tool.  I  have  used  it  mj-self  and  find  that  it 
works  properly.  For  the  benefit  of  my  readers  I 
may  say  that  the  lemon  rasp  invented  bj-  Mr.  March 
is  a  simple  little  contrivance  for  taking  off  the 
outside  peel  of  the  lemon.  The  inventor  claims — 
and  as  far  as  I  can  see  the  claim  is  just — that  by 
the  use  of  the  rasp  the  essential  oil  contained  in 
the  peel  of  the  lemon  is  easily  extracted,  and  when 
the  raspings  are  added  to  a  lemon  squash  the 
harshness  of  the  acid  is  considerably  modified.  I 
have  tried  this  myself  and  find  that  it  is  right. 
Therefore,  you  men  who  are  always  thii-sty,  if  you 
want  a  perfect  lemon  squash  use  the  lemon  rasp 
and  thank  me  for  the  tip."  The  price  is  Is.  in 
nickel-silver  and  2s.  in  electro-plate. 


December  15. 

A.B.S.  :  Thames  competition. 
Anchor  and  Hope :  Xmas  outing. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Xmas  outing. 
Brompton :  Xmas  outing. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Camden :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Clapham  Jvmction  :  Xmas  outing. 

Clissold  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Cosy  :  Outing  to  Shepperton. 

Dalston  :  Outing  to  Richmond. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Xmas  outing. 

Harlcsden  ;  Match  at  Richmond. 

Hoxton  Brothers :  Outing  to  Richmond. 

Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 

Junior  Piscatorials :  Competition. 

Royal  George  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

Stockwell :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Wenlock  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Woolwich  :  Jlatch  at  Windsor. 
December  16. 

Amicable  Waltoniaus  :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 

Blenheim :  Reading  by  Mr.  Derry. 
December  17. 

Gresham :  Paper  by  a  member. 
December  18. 

Izaak  Walton :  Competition. 

Victoria  Brothers :  Distribution. 
December  19. 

Oglander :  Distribution. 


Dec, 


22. — CoUingwood  :  Xmas  outing. 

22. — Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

22. — East  Dulwich :  Prize  outing. 

22. — Lychnobite:  Xmas  competition. 

22. — Phoenix :  Match  at  Marlow. 

22. — Walham  Green  :  Xmas  outing. 

22.  — Walham  Green :  Xmas  outing. 

23.  — Dalston :  Distribution. 
23. — Stockwell :  Distribution. 

23.  — West  Ham  Bros. :  Concert  and  distribution. 

24.  — Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 

25.  — Xmas  Day. 

26.  — Bank  Holiday. 

26. — Bermondsey   Constitutional  :    Match  at 

Twickenham. 
26. — United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 
31. — Gresham :  Mr.  Norman's  evening. 


IRepovts  from  Clubs, 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Anglers'  Association,  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  next  (Dec.  16).  This 
being  the  last  meeting  of  the  present  year,  I  hope 
that  the  representatives  of  our  societies  will  make  an 
effort  to  attend. — R.  G.  Woodbcff. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (No.  2  Dis- 
trict).— My  next  visit  goes  to  the  Amicable  Waltoniaus 
Angling  Society  at  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street, 
Clerkenwell,  on  Dec.  16.  All  delegates  from  Angling 
Association  please  note  and  oblige,  and  all  societies 
will  oblige  by  sending  delegates.  The  A.W.A.S.  are 
good  visitors,  and  let  us  give  them  a  real  good  bumper. 
In  my  competition  on  Nov.  24  the  collecting  box  carried 
so  ably  by  G.  0.  Adams,  Camden  Angling  Society, 
along  the  bank,  resulted  in  45s.  for  the  A.B.S.  I 
tender  thanks  to  this  gentleman  and  all  who  sub- 
scribed to  it  for  the  good  cause. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hiU-gate,  W. — 
The  Christmas  match  on  Dec.  8  was,  so  far,  a  success. 
There  were  twenty-two  prizes,  which  included  the 
hamper  of  everything  that  is  nice  for  the  Yuletide ; 
there  was  also  Mr.  Ellis's  coronet  watch  and  chain  in 
case,  wines,  spirits,  cigars,  joints,  poultry,  etc.  The 
following  fourteen  were  the  winners :  F.  Wright, 
1st ;  Charles  Brett,  2nd ;  W.  Marchant,  3rd ;  George 
Blades,  4th;  W.  Spicer,  5th;  George  Chapman,  sen., 
6th ;  Ben  .Abrahams,  7th ;  Alec  Glaze,  8th ;  Arthur 
Hobbs,  9th;  George  Green,  10th;  T.  Eedle,  11th; 
George  Barlow,  12th;  George  Chafiers,  13th;  and 
Arthm-  Osborne,  14th.  Close  upon  301b.  of  roach  and 
dace  were  weighed  in.  The  first  man  had  a  capital 
lot  of  Thames  dace,  and  there  were  several  roach  close 
on  12oz.  By  the  other  members  our  trays  were  well 
displayed,  and  I  was  pleased  to  see  many  friends,  who 
h&d  some  of  the  fish,  and  our  incidental  and  .\.B.S. 
boxes  were  well  patronised  by  aU  those  who  had  fish. 
The  distribution  takes  place  on  Dec.  23,  at  9  p.m. 
The  remaining  six  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on 
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Dec.  15,  sama  conditions,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  good 
crcwd  pre  sent. — Ben  Abrahams. 

AiMA  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— Several  members 
were  out.  Messrs.  Frost  and  I'tting  weighed  in  four 
jack  between  them. — J.  CHAMrEPS. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angiinq  Society,  Thomas 
k  Becket,  Old  Kent-road,  R.E.-  On  Dec.  8,  Mr.  C. 
Connor  weighed  in  roach  and  bream  from  the  Thames 
(punt),  21b.  15Joz.,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  roach  and  dace, 
21b.  ]|oz.,  both  members  being  successful  in  taking 
prizes.  The  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Hamilton  occupied  the  chair,  when  final  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  our  Christmas  outing,  which 
takes  place  on  Dec.  15  at  Windsor  (on  the  Cobbler 
only);  prizes  for  same  will  be  distiibuted  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  Dec.  18.  We  still  have  two  lapsed  punt 
prizes  and  three  bank  prizes ;  also  one  sea  pi  ize. —  C.  T.  A. 

Battebsea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W. — On  Dec.  15  we  fish  a 
match  in  the  river  Arun  from  the  Swan  Bridge,  at 
Pulborough  to  Houghton  Bridge  at  Amberley  Bank, 
only  jack  barred  ;  go  down  by  ihe  8.27  from  Clapham 
Junction  ;  cease  fishing  at  5  o'clock ;  the  Christmas 
prizes  will  be  distributed  De3.  17. — A.  Dejonge. 

Belgrave  Angling  Society,  the  Surprise,  Vauxhall- 
bridge-road,  S.W. — There  being  no  business  on  the 
agenda  on  Thursday  no  meeting  was  held,  but  I  look 
forward  to  see  a  good  muster  next  week  which  is 
quarterly  night,  when  besides  the  usual  election  of 
officers,  etc.,  we  have  to  arrange  outing  for  prizes  left 
over  from  Teddington  match,  and  also  to  distribute 
the  prizes  won  in  November  outing  at  Windsor.  We 
were  saved  from  a  blank  on  Dec.  8  by  Mr.  W.  Crane, 
who,  together  with  his  brother,  weighed  in  a  splendid 
catch  of  roach  and  dace,  chiefly  the  latter,  which 
turned  the  scale  at  201b.,  none  of  which  were  below 
our  standard  sizes — namely,  one  inch  over  Thames 
measurements ;  the  best  show  of  these  fish  we  have 
had  during  the  season. — W.  Payne. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — "  Spider  "  weighed  in 
a  nice  show  of  roach  on  Dec.  8  up  to  a  pound  ;  Mr.  J. 
Wigley,  roach  and  dace.  On  Dec.  11  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  weighed  in  chub.  We  fish  for  our  Christmas 
prizes  on  Dec.  15.  Go  to  Windsor  by  8.15  train  :  fish 
from  Eton  Bridge  to  Bray  Ferry ;  return  train  from 
Windsor  at  5 ;  tea  at  the  Woolpack  at  8.  Sixteen 
good  prizes  to  fish  for. — C.  G.  Picgott. 

Bermoj;dsey  Constitutional  Piscatohial  Society, 
132,  Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.' — On  Dec.  2 
Messrs.  Beard,  Cox,  and  Martin  weighed  in  jack,  perch 
and  roach,  aud  Dec.  7  Messrs.  Cox  and  Warner,  jack. 
On  Boxing  Day  we  have  a  punt  competition  at 
Twickenham.  Members  intending  to  take  part  in  same 
are  requested  to  place  their  names  on  notice  board  at 
club  not  later  than  Dec.  IS. — A.  W.  Woodhead. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill.— Our  Christmas  out- 
ing fished  on  Dec.  8,  at  Harefield,  was  very  successful, 
thirteen  out  of  seventeen  prizes  being  taken  as  fol- 
lows :— Lawrence,  1st,  lib.  6^oz. ;  Wilkins,  2nd,  lib. 
4Joz. ;  Jarham,  3rd  ;  Dunn,  4th  ;  Derry,  5th  ;  Wilkin- 
son, 6th  ;  Wilson,  7th  ;  Shepherd,  8th  ;  Maguire,  9th  ; 
Marks,  10th;  Simmonds,  lith;  Smedmore,  12th; 
Viner,  13th.  The  distribution  of  these  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  Dec.  23,  when  our  usual  concert  will 
be^held.  On  Monday  next,  Deo.  16,  Mr.  Derry  will 
read  a  short  paper,  entitled  "A  Christmas  Outing." 
I  wish  brother  anglers  would  rally  round  and  support 
us,  if  only  to  encourage  the  writers  of  these  excellent 
papers. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Our  Christmas 
outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  15  at  Windsor,  when  we 
fish  for  two  prizes. — T.  Pateenoster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Our  competition  on 
Dec.  1  at  Wargrave  resulted  as  follows  ;  Mr.  Moore, 
61b.  Sfoz.,  1st;  Mr.  A.  Brown,  2nd;  Mr.  P.  Briggs,  3rd. 
We  had  the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Woodrufi's  company  on 
that  occasion,  who  signalled  his  presence  by  winning 
second  prize  in  the  sweepstake.  The  postponed 
"  Preservation "  concert  took  place  at  the  above 
house  on  Dec.  4.  Mr.  Barber  occupied  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  Cecil.  Although  we  did  not  have 
such  a  full  room  as  expected,  the  evening  proved 
a  success  in  every  way.  The  company  supporting 
the  fund  admirably,  17s.  6d.  being  collected,  which 
will  be  dealt  with  at  a  subsequent  meeting.  Several 
societies  were  represented,  notably  the  Walham  Green, 
who  attended  in  force.  I  beg  to  thank  the  gentlemen 
who  were  present  for  their  kind  support,  and  trust 
when  our  members  are  called  upon  they  will  respond 
in  a  similar  manner.  During  the  evening  some  ex- 
cellent talent  was  provided  by  Messrs.  Barber,  Cecil, 
Brooke,  Bros.  Powe,  Kerry,  Stone,  Herbert,  Dufiield, 
Steptoe,  Wise  and  Stretch  (North  London  A.  S.).  Mr. 
Drinkwater  ably  presided  at  the  piano.  Our  Christmas 
outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  15  in  connection  with  the 
A.B.S.  competition  at  Richmond. — H.  Moobe. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree  Hotel,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-bv-Bow,  E. — 
The  chairman,  Brother  F.  Randall,  presided  at  a  WjII- 


atteuded  meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  In  the  Christmas 
competition,  Brothers  Parmenter,  H.  Kidd,  and 
Tucker  won  the  sixth,  seventh,  aud  eighth  prizes 
respectively.  The  two  remaining  prizes  will  be  com- 
i:eted  for  "roving."  Brother  H.  Lane  gave  us  an 
incident  which  occurred  during  his  life  in  •  South 
Africa,  in  the  form  of  a  reading;  very  intetesiing  was 
the  unanimous  verdict.  Tuesday,  Dec.  24,  is  the  date 
fixed  for  the  Christmas  outing  prize  distribution. — 
Hy.  Lane. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — On  Dec.  8  the  following  weighed 
in  for  the  continuation  of  the  Christmas  outing:  Mr. 
W.  Morgan,  fifth,  with  a  nice  show  of  perch  ;  Mr.  T. 
Gates,  sixth,  roach  and  jack ;  Mr.  L.  Stephenson, 
seventh,  roach  and  jack ;  Mr.  S.  Hadkiss,  eighth, 
Mr.  I).  Sawyer,  senr.,  ninth,  Mr.  G.  Webb,  tenth,  and 
Mr.  C.  Evans,  eleventh,  with  roach.  The  conditions 
are  the  same  as  last  week.  Entrances  for  the  above 
are  now  closed.  I  hope  members  will  strongly  support 
the  A.B.  competition  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  15.— E.  H. 
Argent. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Locomotive,  James- 
street,  Camden  Town. — Wej3ontinued  our  Christmas 
competition  on  Dec.  8,  eleven  members  winning  prizes. 
Mr.  Wilson  showed  jack  from  the-  Stort,  81b.  6oz. 
Mr.  Parker,  roach  and  perch,  largest  perch  lib.  5oz. 
The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for,  roving,  tow 
path  only,  on  Dec.  15. — R.  Marshall. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  as  important 
business  will  be  transacted.  Our  Christmas  outing 
will  take  place  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  15,  towpath 
only. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  the  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  December  8  a 
few  of  our  members  were  out.  Only  one  of  them 
succeeded  in  getting  fish,  namely,  Mr.  C.  Archer, 
perch,  thus  winning  a  prize  from  the  Christmas  outing. 
There  are  eight  prizes  left  to  be  fished  for  (conditions 
unaltered).  Members,  do  not  forget  to  turn  up  strong 
on  Dec.  15  at  A.B.S.  competition.  This  deserving 
cause  needs  supporting.  A  letter  was  read  from  the 
Amicable  Waltonians  with  regard  to  their  visit  on 
Monday,  which  will  receive  our  verv  best  attention. — 
E.  J.  Hunt. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson- Square,  Blackfriars-road. — Oar  central  visit 
was  a  great  success,  twenty  clubs  were  represented. 
Mr.  J.  Wheelhouse  was  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  W.  Mus- 
grave  vice-chair,  the  following  sang  :  Messrs. ,  Fred 
Lay,  Arthur  French,  Alf  Stewart,  and  Parrott  and 
Norton  of  the  Grosvenor  Musical  Society :  Brown 
John,  and  the  Corporal  of  the  Oglander,  Percy  Allum 
(South  Bermondsey),  W.  Farmer  (Blackfriars),  S. 
Colclow,  F.  Lindsay,  A.  Lindsay,  W.  Harvey  (of  the 
Victoria  Bros.),  Joe  Lockwood,  G.  Laing  (unattached), 
and  J.  White  (Cosy  A.S.).  On  Dec.  11,  Mr.  J.  Deplidge 
had  specircien  chub  and  dace ;  Messrs.  Ball  and 
Jarrett,  roach.  Members  please  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  Christmas  outing. — F.  P.  Sobge. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  the  Pine  Apple,  Wilfred- 
street,  Buckingham-gate,  S.W. — Our  outing  for  Christ- 
mas prizes  will  take  place  on  Dec.  15  at  Shepperton 
Boundary  from  Shepperton  Lock  to  Chertsey  I5ridge  ; 
live  bait  barred ;  two  rods  allowed.  All  to  go  by  the 
first  train,  and  members  going  later  must  report  them- 
selves before  fishing ;  return  by  any  train  in  time  to 
weigh  in.  Members  please  note  that  Wednesday  next 
is  quarter  night.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  List 
comes  to  us ;  date  to  be  fixed  later. — J.  White. 

CovENT  Garden  Piscatorial  Society,  King's  Arms, 
Long-acre,  W.C. — On  Dec.  8,  Mr.  C.  Herbert  had  a 
show  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  and  with  them  taking 
third  prize,  left  over  from  last  outing.  We  had  a  good 
muster  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  10,  to  arrange 
Christmas  outing,  which  will  take  place  at  Byfleet,  on 
Dec.  22.  There  are  nine  good  private  prizes  to  be 
fished  for,  two  of  them  being  given  by  our  host,  Mr. 
Staniland,  and  also  three  club  prizes.  All  members  to 
leave  Waterloo  by  the  8.25  a.m.  Usual  conditions,  but 
no  restrictions  as  regards  weight. — W.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow'  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  8  very  few  mem- 
bers were  out ;  the  only  gentlemen  to  weigh  in  were 
Messrs.  T.  Thompson  and  A.  Wild,  who  had  a  grand 
show  of  roach.  On  the  10th,  there  was  a  fair  attend- 
ance, when  it  was  decided  that  the  remaining  Christmas 
prizes  should  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  15,  at  Richmond, 
in  the  A.B.S.  Competition ;  it  was  also  decided  that 
the  Society  should  not  meet  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  24. 
Donors  and  friends  please  note  that  the  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Dec.  23.  Anglers,  their 
wives,  and  sweethearts  aroiinvited,  and  will_meet  with 
a  hearty  welcome. — S.  Malby. 

Duke  op  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  the  Apollo, 
All  Saints'-road,  Westbourne-park. — ^^On  Dec.  8  and 
during  the  week  most  of  our  members  were  out : 
Mr.  Barns,  roach  ;  Mr.  Vorgan,  dace  and  roach ;  Mr. 
Gale,  dace  and  roach.  On  Dec.  15  our  Christmas 
outing  will  take  place— roving,  two  rods,  bank  only. — 
W.  Jenkins. 


East  Dulwich  Anglers,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. — We  had  a  splendid 
show  of  jack  and  chub  by  Mr.  J.  Bannister,  from  the 
Kennet,  weighing  421b.  Heaviest  jack,  81b. ;,  chub, 
31b.  Several  members  are  going  to  Richmond  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  15,  for  the  A.B.S.  competition.  Our 
next  prize  outing  Dec.  22. — E.  Dyhall. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — The  result  of  our  roving  competition  was  as 
follows :  Mr.  J.  Head,  first ;  Mr.  H.  Lane,  second. 
IMessrs.  H.  Creeke,  W.  Oliver,  and  B.  Sargent  have 
also  weighed  in  roach.  The  C,hristraas  prizes  are  to 
be  fished  for  from  Dec.  21  to  Dk;.  31  inclusive,  gross 
weight,  but  jack  to  weigh  in  proportion  31b.  to  lib.  of 
all  other  fish. — ^B.  Sargent. 

Freemasons'  Angling  Club,  Freemasons'  Tavern, 
Carlton-street,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — We  had  a  good 
meeting  on  Dec.  5,  the  same  as  I  should  like  to  see 
every  week,  C.  Aulsebrook  in  the  chair.  The  minutes 
being  read  and  confirmed,  we  had  the  delegates'  report 
from  the  Central,  which  was  duly  received.  Our  new 
member,  Mr.  Constable,  offered  a  prize  for  chub,  for 
which  he  was  thanked.  W.  F.  Temple,  out  on  Dec.  6^ 
weighed  in  jack  91b.  9^oz.,  largest  fish  31b.  lloz.  •,. 
C.  Aulsebrook  also  weighed  iu  jack.  Three  members 
weighed  in  jack  on  Dec.  8  :  W.  H.  Temple,  131b.  Soz.,. 
largest  fish  41b.  6oz. ;  J.  Cooper,  2lb.  Soz.  ;  E.  K. 
Temple,  jack  from  the  Thames.  I  remind  all  mem- 
bers that  Dec.  21  is  quarterly  night,  also  annual' 
general  meeting  for  election  of  officers  for  ensuing 
year. — C.  Trigger. 

Friendship  Angling  Society,  the  White  Bear, 
Bartholomew-square,  Old-street,  E.C. — On  Monday, 
Dec.  9,  we  held  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
Central  Re-stocking  Fund,  and  am  very  sorry  to  say 
had  a  very  poor  attendance.  We  have  to  thank 
Mr.  Elsmore  and  Mr.  Smith  for  so  kindly  coming  to 
occupy  the  chairs.  During  the  evening  the  following, 
artists  gave  us  some  humorous  songs  :  Miss  Dolly 
Gennings,  Mr.  Fred  Bennett,  Mr.  Fred  Devon,  Mr.  C. 
Watling,  jun.,  and  several  others.  Mr.  Wade,  secre- 
tary of  the  Central  Association  and  Mr.  Howard,  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  were  amongst  our  visitors,  and 
all  present  must  accept  our  thanks  for  their  attend- 
ance, but  hope  our  next  attempt  will  be  more  success- 
ful.— T.  Levien. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  Sir  Isaao  New- 
ton, Union-street,  Middlesex  Hospital,  W. — On  Dec.  8 
our  Christmas  outing  took  place,  with  the  followiug 
result :  Mr.  Henrie,  roach  and  dace,  1st ;  Mr.  Crow, 
roach,  2ad ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach,  3rd;  Mr.  Ellins, 
roach,  4th.  There  is  one  prize  left.  On  Dec.  10  Mr. 
King  weighed  in  jack  and  roach. — A.  W,  Ellins. 

Harcourt  Angling  Society,  Harcourt  Arms,  Har- 
court-street,  Marylebone. — We  fished  our  match  at 
Cookham  on  Dec.  8,  and  all  the  prizes  were  taken  and 
will  be  distributed  on  Dec  19,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
the  members  present. — A.  E.  IPayne. 

Harlesden  Angling  Society,  The  Crown  Hotel, 
High-street,  Harlesden. — Members  competing  in  our 
match  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  15  will  greatly  oblige  by 
travelling  by  the  8.21  train  from  Willesden  ;  otherwise 
to  report  themselves  as  soon  as  possible  after  arriving, 
and  in  no  case  are  they  to  start  fishing  before  the 
signal  is  given. — E.  S.  C. 

HoxTON  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Dec.  10  our  outing  to 
Harlow  was  almost  a  failure,  only  one  prize  being 
taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  F.  Newton  with  roach,  fourth 
prize.  There  are  still  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for. 
Other  members  who  weighed  in  were  Mr.  M.  Drackford 
with  jack,  and  Mr.  Bunn,  jack.  On  Tuesday  evening: 
those  members  who  went  to  Harlow  decided  to  fish  for 
the  other  prizes  at  Ricomond  on  Dec.  15,  and  we  hope 
to  have  a  good  muster  of  the  club  at  the  competition 
for  the  benefit  of  the  A.B.S.  I  am  pleased  also  to 
state  that  it  is  proposed  to  have  the  annual  supper 
about  the  last  week  in  Jan.  1902,  so  members  please 
put  in  an  attendance  and  make  final  arrangements. — 
E.  W.  Bishop. 

Islington  Beothees  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N.— Our  match  at  Windsor  on 
Dec.  8  was  not  a  success.'  Only  three  prizes  were  taken, 
Mr.  Herbert,  1st,  chub  and  dace ;  Mr.  Brookman,  2nd 
dace  and  gudgeon ;  Mr.  Burwash,  gudgeon.  We  met' 
on  Tuesday,  Dec.  10,  Mr.  Wilkes  in  the  chair  ;  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
I  wish  secretaries  of  clubs  who  still  have  not  returned 
unsold  tickets  or  money  would  do  so,  and  oblige— J. 
H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E. — We 
compete  for  four  specials  on  Dec.  15,  at  Shiplake,  and 
for  two  specials  on  Dec.  18  (private  waters  barred). 
Mr.  R.  Hill's  prize  will  also  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  18. 
On  Dec.  8,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Broxbournc,  one 
of  our  members,  Mr.  F.  Baker,  succeeded  in  taking  a 
pike  scaling  over  121b.  This  fish  had  in  it  a  partly 
digested  roach,  which  must  have  weighed  quite  a 
pound.  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters  weighed  in  roach  on 
Dec.  11.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Dec.  8  our  match  at  Bourne 
End  was  a  success,  although  not  a  large  number  turned 
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up  owing  to  the  rough  weather.  Fourteen  prizes  were 
taken  by  the  following : — Mr.  Cook,  1st,  with  51b.  7oz. ; 
Mr.  Richards,  2nd,  31b.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  Nelson,  3rd, 
31b.  IJoz. ;  R.  Chivers,  4th;  W.  Watling,  5th;  A. 
Thompson,  6th ;  G.  Cooper,  7th ;  W.  Symes,  8th  ■ 
C.  Biggs,  9th  ;  C.  Stevens,  10th  ;  W.  Clark,  11th  ;  G. 
Laws,  12th  ;  W.  Farr,  13th  ;  C.  Hawkins,  14th.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  off  on  Dec.  15,  members 
to  go  where  they  like.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
Dec.  18,  to  arrange  next  outing.  All  Christmas  prizes 
will  be  distributed  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  Fleet-street,  B.C.— The  Christmas  competition 
is  fixed  for  Teddington,  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec. 
21  and  Dec.  22.  Entries  by  subscription.  Second  and 
third  prizes  as  usual.  The  boundaries  will  be  from 
"  The  One  Mile  Tree  "  to  "  Eel  Pie  Island,"  and  mem- 
bers must  alight  at  Teddington  Station  and  weigh  in 
at  "The  Anglers,"  near  the  Lock.  The  committee 
wish  to  thank  all  those  gentleman  who  so  liberally 
subscribed  to  the  prize  fund  on  Saturday  last.— Sid 
Ransosi. 

Noeth-Eabt  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green.— On  Dec.  8  seven 
prizes  were  taken,  and  the  following  members  were 
successful Messrs.  G.  Carter,  11th  prize  ;  J.  Bennett 
12th;  J.  Eaten,  13th;  H.  Hart,  14th;  J.  Avanche, 
15th;  J.  Sheppard,  16th  ;  and  W.  Smith,  17th,  leaving 
two  prizes  to  fish  for  on  Dec.  15  ;  members  can  go 
where  they  please.  On  Dec.  16  a  benefit  takes  place 
at  the  above  house  for  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  W. 
Davis,  who  met  with  a  severe  accident  whilst  going 
fishing  at  Harlow  on  Sept.  8,  by  being  knocked  down 
by  a  bicycle,  and  who  still  lies  in  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  I  hope  all  will  show  up  and  support  the 
above  case.— G.  Taylob. 

NoETH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool-road.— On  Dec.  8  the 
members  fished  for  five  prizes  at  Ware,  Mr.  Hayes 
being  the  only  one  to  take  a  prize.  The  four  remain- 
ing prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  15,  at  Richmond, 
under  the  same  conditions  as  the  A.B.S.  competition. 
There  are  also  several  Christmas  prizes  on  the  'same 
date,  entrance  2s.  6d.  Absent  members  wishing  to 
enter  the  same  must  give  in  their  names  on  the  15th 
before  fishing. — H.  Stretch. 

Ogiandee  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.— On  Dec.  8  our  monthly 
competition  took  place  at  Datchet ;  fifteen  turned  out. 
Although  none  of  the  takes  were  large,  thirteen  had 
fish,  the  prize  winners  being  T.  Addison,  1st  •  H 
Gasson,  2nd;  W.  Griffin,  3rd;  G.  Smithers,  4th. 
G.  Cartwright  and  H.  Gasson  weighed  in  on  the  5th 
inst.  nearly  101b.  of  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday, 
Dec.  10,  other  Christmas  prizes  were  offered  through 
the  kind  el^orts  of  Mr.  D.  Wybrow,  one  of  our  popular 
vice-presidents,  two  of  £1  Is.,  two  of  10s.  6d.,  and 
three  of  53.  Mr.  Lehmann  also  offered  a  very  nice 
artificial  flower  stand,  making  twenty-three  good 
prizes.  Conditions  :  one  weigh  in,  either  on  Dec.  12 
or  Dec.  15,  bank  only,  one  rod  to  be  carried  ;  rover. 
The  usual  fish  barred  ;  for  this  competition  only,  mini- 
mum weight  has  been  abandoned.  We  made  a  new 
member  in  Mr.  Tom  Dickason.— W.  S.  C. 

Oeiginal  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green.— The 
prize  on  Dec.  8  was  won  by  W.  Madget.  The  outing 
for  Dec.  15  is  for  six  prizes  :  one  guinea,  four  of  10s.  6d. 
each,  and  one  prize,  Carthagena  Weir  to  Rye  House 
Bridge,  towpath  ;  roaming;  show  fish  in  the  "New 
Inn,"  Broxbourne,  at  4.45  p.m.  Get  out  either  Brox- 
bourne  or  Rje  House.  A  meeting  is  called  for  Jan.  8, 
to  arrange  annual  supper.  Our  return  visit  will  take 
place  on  Jan.  13.— Geoege. 


Otter  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Head,  Little 
Pulteney-street,  W.— A  few  of  our  members  faced  the 
weather  on  Dec.  8,  but  did  not  meet  with  much 
success,  only  two  weighing  in  fish,  Mr.  Davis  and 
Mr.  Dutton  ;  should  like  to  see  all  members  turn  out 
on  Dec.  15. — J.  Dutton. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W.— On  Dec.  1,  Mr.  A.  Tayler  had  a 
few  good  roach,  and  on  Dec.  8  101b.  Owing  to  enforced 
absence  on  Dec.  11,  will  members  please  attend  on 
Dec.  15  at  9.30,  as  I  may  be  absent  on  Dec.  18,  and 
we  have  a  competition  on  Dec.  22  for  three  prizes; 
Marlow  to  Temple  Locks;  towpath  only.  All  to  go 
down  on  the  morning  ;  one  rod. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Dec.  8  the  club  had  their 
Christmas  outing  at  Windsor,  and,  considering  the 
weather,  it  turned  out  a  big  success ;  by  far  the  greater 
nurnber  of  the  members  turned  up,  most  of  them 
having  fish,  and  all  the  prizes  were  taken.  Amongst 
the  first  were  W.  Price,  C.  Shepherd,  E.  Malton, 
J.  Taylor,  F.  Bradbury,  W.  Payne,  etc.  The  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  for  this  outing  will  take  place  on 
Dec.  24.  Will  all  members  try  and  turn  up.  On 
Dec.  10  we  held  our  usual  meeting,  and  among  the 
business  done  was  a  half-guinea  voted  to  the  A.B.S. 
competition.  I  also  hear  on  good  authority  that  our 
treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Shepherd,  has  again  given  a  silver 
medal,  to  be  fished  for  in  the  A.B.S.  competition.— 
F.  Cooksee. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Dec.  11  we  had  a  good 
muster  of  members.  The  usual  business  was  gone 
through,  and  members  were  duly  notified  of  the 
coming  competition  which  takes  place  on  Dec.  15. 
We  hope  all  members  will  compete  for  the  seven  good 
prizes  that  are  to  be  awarded,  and  wish  them  good 
sport.  Angleis  who  take  part  in  the  A.B.S.  have  our 
best  wishes  for  a  successful  day's  fishing. — J.  Gibbons. 

Seymour  Brothees  Angling  Soclety,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Dec.  8, 
our  outing  to  Shiplake  for  the  Christmas  prizes  took 
place,  which  were  all  won  by  the  following  members  : 
Messrs.  W.  Roach,  1st;  B.  Smith,  2nd;  T.  Pennell, 
3rd;  Spalding,  4th;  Ashwood,  5th;  Campbell,  6th' 
and  T.  Burden,  7th.  Total  weight  71b.  l^fjz.- w! 
Aldis. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney,  E.— Mr.  C.  Bolding  was  the  only 
member  to  weigh  in  on  Dec.  8,  weighing  in  some  good 
bream  and  roach.  There  are  several  more '  of  our 
Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for.— W.  Beattie. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— In  spite  of 
the  bad  weather  on  Dec.  8  twenty-three  journeyed  to 
Datchet  to  take  part  in  the  Christmas  outing,  twelve 
prizes  being  taken  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  A.  Youn<T, 
1st;  H.  Courridge,  2nd;  W.  Thomas,  3rd:  J.  Long,' 
H.  Steer,  A.  Jenkins,  A.  Pain,  S.  E.  Steer,  G.  Tirrell' 
W.  Wright,  W.  Shepheard,  and  A.  Ansty.  Messrs.  w! 
Eyke,  Willie  Ward,  and  A.  C.  Sheen  also  weighed  in 
jack  and  perch  from  other  waters.  The  remainder  of 
the  prizes  can  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  15,  and  members 
will  no  doubt  bring  off  a  double  event  by  taking  the 
A.B.S.  ticket  for  Richmond.  Will  those  gentlemen 
who  were  not  present  at  Tuesday's  meeting  turn  up 
next  week  ;  they  will  then  hear  all  the  arrangements 
for  the  distribution. — A.  P. 

Steateoed  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Dec.  8 
we  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  All  the  lapsed  prizes 
were  won.  Result:  Messrs.  Sendall,  1st;  Huxtable, 
2nd ;  W.  Drake,  3rd  ;  P.  Drake,  4th.  Mr.  G.  Hobbs 
also  weighed  in.  Members,  please  attend  early  next 
Tuesday  (Dec.  17)  to  arrange  for  distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes. — G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Steeatham  Angling  Society. — On  Dec.  8,  Mr.  J. 
Henderson  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Moon,  jun.,  two  members^ 
fished  the  Thames  near  Pangbourne,  five  fish,  largest 
pike,  61b.  and  41b.,  and  on  Dec.  9,  the  Kennet  (private- 
water),  had  six  fish,  largest  perch,  IJlb.  Total  catch, 
eleven  jack,  from  thirteen  runs,  and  two  perch.  Spin- 
ning and  live  bait,  Nottingham  style ;  baits — roach, 
gudgeon,  and  Thames  dace. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Owing  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  our  outing  on  Dec.  8  was  not  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired,  only  three  of  the  prizes 
being  taken,  the  successful  competitors  being  Messrs. 
Hare,  Lock,  and  Mutton.  On  the  10th  inst.  Messrs. 
Allder  and  Rogers  weighed  in  a  nice  show  of  pike. 
It  is  requested  that  all  members  who  have  prizes  to 


HOLLOW.WS  OINTMENT  AND  PILLS.  Sudden  chan"-es 
ot  temperature  sorely  tiy  persons  prone  to  rheumatism,  sciaticii 
tic  dolouieux,  and  many  maladies  scarcely  less  painful  thou<'h 
of  shorter  duration.  On  the  first  attack  of  stiffness  or  sufferin" 
HI  any  muscle,  joint,  or  nerve,  recourse  should  immediately  he 
had  to  fomenting  the  seat  of  disease  with  hot  brine  and  rubliin" 
in  this  remarkable  Ointment,  which  w  ill  assuage  the  uneasiness 
of  the  part,  subdue  inflammation,  and  reduce  the  swelling.  'J'he 
Pills  simultaneously  taken  will  rectify  constitutional  dTsturb- 
ances  and  renew  tlie  strength.  No  remedy  heretofore  discovei-ed 
has  proved  so  effective  as  the  Ointment  and  Pills  for  removiu" 
gouty,  rheumatic,  and  scrofulous  attacks,  which  altlict  all  a"e-'' 
and  are  commonlv  called  hereditary.  ' 


receive  will  attend  next  Tuesday  night,  when  they  can 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  secretary. — J.  S.  F. 

Wei'.b. 

TnA^^E8  Anglers'  Defknce  League,  Blenheim 
Arms,  Netting  Hill. — At  our  meeting  on  Dec.  10,  the 
secretary  expressed  his  regret  at  the  very  slow  return 
of  programmes  and  money  from  the  different  clubs 
who  were  asked  to  support  the  concert  in  aid  of 
"  Andrews'  Defence,"  and  he  said  that  although  he 
had  sent  forty  post-cards  out  he  had  only  received  four 
replies,  and  not  one  containing  money.  We,  the 
committee,  are  surprised  that  the  London  angler 
cannot  see  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this  and 
similar  cases  should  be  fought  out  before  Parliament 
can  be  approached  with  any  likelihood  of  success. 
Our  next  meeting  is  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  17,  at  '.)  p.m. — 
C.  Ciiapbais. 

Victoeia  Beothebs  Angling  Society  Princens 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road. — On  Dec.  8, 
A.  Lindsey  took  our  sixth  prize  with  dace.  There  is 
still  two  prizes  which  must  be  takeb  by  Dec.  15,  which 
I  hope  will  be  cleared,  as' Dec.  18  will  te  distribution 
night,  and  a  concert  also,  when  I  hope  to  see  as  many 
friends  and  members  as  can  possibly  turn  up. — 
F.  Lindsev. 

Walham  Gbben  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  S.W. — Our  Christmas  outing 
takes  place  at  Hampton  on  Dec.  22  for  ninepri'.js. 
The  following  weighed  in  on  Dec.  8  :— J.  W.  Palmer 
chub  and  roach  (heaviest  chub  31b.  IJoz.),  W.  L.  Kerry, 
-chub  and  roach  (heaviest  chub  31b). — W.  L.  Kebey. 

Walthamstow  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest- road,  Walthamstow. — We  had  one  of 
the  best  shows  of  the  season  on  Dec.  8,  upwards  of 
301b.  being  weighed  in.  Messrs.  Flint,  Gover,  Thomson , 
W.  Osment,  Howell,  and  Knight  had  roach  and  dace. 
Messrs.  Poore,  Turner,  and  Leader,  perch  and  chub. — 

M.  SCHOCKE. 

Walton  Angling  Association,  Anglers'  Hotel, 
Walton-on-Thames. — We  had  a  very  successful  invita- 
tion smoking  concert  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  on  Dec.  9. 
The  room  in  which  the  gathering  took  place  was 
appropriately  decorated  with  specimen  fish  and  various 
kinds  of  fishing  implements.  There  was  a  large 
gathering  of  members  of  the  Association  and  of  other 
anglers  from  neighbouring  societies— namely.  Addle- 
stone,  Sunbury,  Hersham,  Weybridge,  and  Walham 
Green.  The  musical  programme,  which  was  of  the 
most  excellent  character,  was  taken  part  in  by  Messrs. 
Kosewell,  H.  E.  Newby,  J.  Spearpoint,  Coles,  C.  Wal- 
brnm,  G.  Edwards,  J.  O.  Savage,  F.  Thorn,  A.  Freeland, 
and  J.  Robinson.  The  accompanists  were  Messrs.  C. 
Baro  and  B.  Rosewell.  The  programme  was  arranged 
by  Mr.  George  Edmonds,  whose  singing  of  "  The 
Pishing  Match  "  was  quite  the  feature  of  the  evening. 
— H.  E.  Newby. 

WelliSigton  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — As  our  December 
prizes  have  not  yet  been  taken,  we  arranged  at  our 
meeting  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  10)  to  fish  for  the  same, 
also  Christmas  prizes,  at  Sunbury,  on  Dec.  15.  Train 
leaves  Vauxhall  at  7.45,  when  I  hope  to  see  all 
members  turn  up. — J.  Varney. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Rydon  Arms,  New 
North-road,  N.— On  Dec.  8  Mr.  Milton  weighed  in 
roach  and  bream,  saving  us  from  a  blank.  We  fish  for 
remaining  Christmas  prizes  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  15, 
when  I  hope  all  members  will  join  in  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition.— H.  Heir. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— Mr.  Newton, 
jun.,  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Dec.  1  with  roach. 
There  are  still  eleven  prizes  for  members  to  go  out 
for,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  few  of  them  taken  this  week  ; 
also  I  hope  members  will  not  forget  our  concert  and 
distribution  on  Monday  (Dec.  23). — R.  Pethuest. 

Woolwich  Beothebs'  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — On  Dec.  8  Mr. 
P.  Cresswell  weighed  in  jack,  41b.  9i'oz  ,  largest 
51b.  15ioz. ;  J.  R.  Howcroft,  one  jack,  91b.  13|oz. 
Members  are  again  reminded  that  the  train  starts 
from  Woolwich  Arsenal  at  6.40  to  Windsor  for  the 
competition  on  the  Dec.  15. — J.  R.  Howceoft. 


Fish  Unfit  for  Food  Condemned  in  Novembeb. 
— During  last  month  the  officers  of  the  Fishmongers' 
Company  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  32  tons 
4  cwts.  1  qr.  of  fish  at  Billingsgate  Market,  represent- 
ing 1  ton  in  about  455  tons.  The  weight  of  fish 
delivered  during  November  at  and  near  Billingsgate 
Market  was  14,667  tons,  of  which  11,853  tons  arrived 
by  land  and  2,814  tons  were  delivered  by  water ;  and 
at  Shadwell  the  total  delivery  was  184  tons  by  land. 
Among  the  fish  condemned  at  Billingsgate  were  coal- 
fish  ;  cockles  (3  tons  5  cwt.) ;  cod ;  dogfish ;  eels  ; 
grxrnets  ;  haddocks  (9  tons  15  cwts.) ;  halibut ;  herrings 
(18  cwts.) ;  mullets ;  mussels  (16  cwts.) ;  oysters  ;  peri- 
winkles (1  ton  10  cwts.)  ;  plaice  (2  tons  4  cwts.) ; 
shrimps;  skate  (2  tons  9  cwts.)  ;  smelts  (11  cwts.); 
sprats  (12  cwts.) ;  whelks  (3  tons  8  cwts.) ;  whitebait; 
and  whiting  (5  tons).  J.  Wrench  Towse. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  E.G. 
Dec.  10,  1901. 
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ilotcs  from  ^ilod^. 

At  other  times  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Ean  Cecil,  the 
heir  to  Glentana,  on  Nov.  12,  would  have  created 
some  stir  on  Middle  Deeside  ;  as  it  was,  the  event  was 
not  allowed  to  pass  without  considerable  rejoicing  in 
the  Glen.  He  is  the  future  Marquis  of  Exeter,  and 
will  likely  take  up  his  residence  at  Glentana  some  two 
years  hence,  when  by  that  time  the  storm  cloud  will 
have  passed. 


"  It's  a  porpoise,"  said  the  fish  salesman.  "  No,  its 
a  dog-fish,"  said  the  would-be-naturalist  ;  and  the 
wager  of  a  crown  was  there  and  then  staked,  while  an 
oversman,  in  the  person  of  "  Special  Scotch,"  was 
dragged  from  the  inner  recesses  of  his  back  office  to 
settle  the  point,  when  it  was  found  to  be  a  young 
shark.  Who  gets  the  stakes  is  now  the  point  in  dis- 
pute •? 


The  annual  game-dinner,  promoted  by  a  number  of 
Aberdeen  sportsmen,  was  again  held  in  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  under  the  genial  presidency  of  the  laird  of 
Redhall,  Baillie  John  Brown,  on  Friday  evening,  and 
was  a  grander  success  than  ever. 


Another  shark  of  ten  feet  in  length  was  landed  at 
the  Aberdeen  fish  market  last  week.  The  presence  of 
sharks  on  the  coast  is  a  sure  sign  of  salmon  shoals 
being  about.  So  the  old  fisherman  hold  out  ;  and 
probably  the  early  spring  fish  may  be  already  putting 
in  an  appearance. 


Last  week  a  Stromness  fisherman  caught  a  specimen 
of  the  gemmeous  dragonet  on  his  cod  lines.  It  measured 
eight  inches  long,  and  is  very  rare  in  Scottish  waters. 
It  is  being  preserved  for  the  local  museum. 


The  head  and  tail  of  a  101b.  Shetland  sea-trout 
killed  by  Mr.  Bathgate,  Yell,  is  on  view  in  the  window 
of  Mr.  MacKay,  the  Sportsman's  Depot,  Bridge-street, 
Aberdeen. 


The  Carron-Cock  is  probably  the  most  prized  in  the 
market  for  Spey  hackles  and  other  hackles  too,  but 
the  difficulty  is  that  the  breed  is  about  extinct,  so  I 
learn,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear  otherwise  from  any  of 
my  Speyside  friends. 


The  lower  waters  on  the  Don  are  not  yet  finally 
arranged,  for  there  will  be  as  keen  competition  to  get 
on  as  ever,  and  as  the  fishings  are  in  the  hands  or  a 
company  they  will  go  to  the  highest  bidder. 


The  Skibo  Castle  hatchery  was  recently  stocked 
with  70,000  salmon  ova  from  the  Dee  and  80;000  from 
the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  Board's  waters,  and  are  doing 
exceedingly  well  under  the  able  management  of  Mr. 
James  Coutts,  Special  Scotch. 


^RESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members  and  their 
lady  friends  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  10,  when 
an  entertainment  had  been  arranged  for  with  a  grapha- 
phone  supplied  by  the  Columbia  Phonograph  Company. 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  presided.  A  very  long  programme 
was  rapidly  run  through,  and  this  included  many  well 
known  songs  such  as  the  Bedouin  Love  Song,  Village 
Blacksmith,  comic  songs,  instrumental  solos,  and 
many  selections  from  band  music.  Many  of  the 
records  by  the  instrument  were  remarkably  clear,  and 
the  "  High  School  Cadets  "  by  Sousa's  band  and  the 
song  "The  Village  Blacksmith "  were  a  wonder  of  decep- 
tion. An  illustration  was  given  during  the  evening  of  the 
way  a  record  is  made.  A  short  speech  was  made  near 
the  instrument  and  this  was  at  once  faithfully  repro- 
duced. At  a  short  meeting  prior  to  the  entertainment 
it  was  found  that  the  past  week  had  not  provided 
much  sport  to  anglers.  With  rough  weather  at  Deal 
and  other  places  members  had  not  ventm-ed  "off," 
and  the  few  successes  were  Mr.  Gilbert  and  Mr. 
Beamont ;  both  had  a  variety  of  fish  from  Leigh, 
though  small  in  quantity.  The  accounts  from 
Warnham  spoke  of  better  takes  there  and  some 
few  members  had  a  number  of  roach  and  chub 
with  nothing  remarkable  as  to  the  weights  of  same. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  specimen  of  the  parrot  fi.sh, 
handsomely  mounted  in  a  glass  case.  Mr.  F.  C.  Mait- 
land  gave  a  very  interesting  account  of  these  fish,  of 
which  little  appears  to  be  generally  known.  They 
are  natives  of  eastern  waters,  and  require  to  be 
fished  for  in  a  particular  way,  with  special 
tackle  ;  the  mouth  of  the  fish  is  really  a  beak,  the 
upper  and  lower  half  of  which  meet  so  closely  and 
exactly  over  each  other  that  it  is  an  easy  matter  for 
ordinary  lines  and  often  wire  to  be  cut  through.  A 
very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Parker  for  presiding 
was  passed  and  the  meeting  separated. — J.  H.  Walker, 
Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  W.  G.  Fletchkr  occupied  the  chair  at  Monday's 
(Dec.  y)  meeting,  when  there  was  again  an  excellent 
display  of  fish  upon  the  table.  The  successful  angler 
on  this  occasion  was  Mr.  Frank  Ward.  This  member 
had  fished  the  Kennet  in  the  gale  of  Monday  (Dec.  9), 
and  brought  up  to  the  society's  rooms  half-a-dozen 
good  roach  and  two  brace  of  fine  chub.  The  best 
brace  of  loggerheads  weighed  71b.  loz.  All  were  taken 
ledgering,  it  being  too  rough  to  float  fish.  Mr.  Ward 
had  also  some  small  jack.  Mr.  Bradford  took  several 
jack  in  the  Kennet,  but  they  too  were  small.  Captain 
Pinch,  with  Mr.  Gibson  Poole,  had  a  number  of  pike 
in  the  Avon,  but  here  again  quantity  obtained  rather 
than  size.  Mr.  de  Courcy  found  the  roach  feeding  well 
at  Uxbridge,  and  but  for  the  high  wind  would  have 
made  a  record  bag.  He  had  a  dozen  nice  fish,  several 
approximating  lib.  in  weight.  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters 
mentioned  that  the  trout  were  beginning  to  spawn  in 
the  Colne  ;  he  observed  a  brace  of  heavy  fish  engaged 
in  this  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  week. — 
M.  DE  C. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  Dr. William  Murrell,  M.R.C.P.,  in  the 
chair,  the  society  gave  its  usual  winter  smoking 
concert  in  the  Banqueting  Hall  of  the  Restaurant 
Prascati  at  eight  o'clock.  The  large  room  was  well 
filled  by  members  and  their  friends,  and  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  well  spent,  an  excellent  and 
very  varied  programme  having  been  drawn  up 
by  the  members  of  the  entertainments  sub-com- 
mittee— Messrs.  C.  W.  Glassington,  Croft  Handley, 
J.  C.  H.  Jago,  S.  M.  Mallett,  and  J.  Pickup.  Mr.  John 
Edgar  as  accompanist  and  Mr.  Charles  Toy,  assisting 
Mr.  Glassington  as  musical  director,  rendered  more 
than  yeoman's  service  in  securing  the  successful  carry- 
ing out  of  a  very  full  programme.  Indeed  so  full 
was  it  that  the  company  did  not  disperse  till 
a  late  hour.  Mr.  Charles  Toy  sang  "  The  Postillion  " 
(Molloy)  in  accustomed  style,  Mr.  J.  Booker 
"  Can't  'e  take  my  word  "  and  "  Good-bye  Mick," 
a  good-bye  so.  often  repeated  with  much  hand-shaking 
of  his  audience  vmtil  it  appeared  really  doubtful 
whether  that  "  New  York  City,  3000  miles  away," 
would  ever  see  him.  Mr.  Bert  Garson,  in  "  My  next 
door  neighbour's  garden  "  (Elen)  was  distinctly  funny, 
and  his  "  Skipper  of  the  Mercantile  Marine  "  was  well 
received.  Master  Sydney  Lee's  sweet  voice  sang  in 
most  tuneful  manner  "  When  the  heart  is  young  " 
(Dudley  Buck)  and  "Awake"  (Pelissier).  The  Ibis 
Quartette  gave  great  satisfaction  by  their  excellent  ren- 
dering of  "  Phyllis  dyes  her  tresses  black"  (Prendergast), 
"Discord,  dire  Sister"  (Webbe)  land  "The  Flirt" 
(Bridge).  Mr.  P.  Quarry's  recitation,  "  A  Shilling  a 
night,"  came  as  a  relief  from  the  burden  of  song;  Mr. 
Trebelli  got  good  music  out  of  his  Czymbalo  with  a 
selection  of  old  English  airs,  and  was  much  applauded 
as  Sally  in  our  Alley.  The  Bay  of  Biscay,  Tom  Bow- 
ling, and  others  were  crisply  rendered,  and  met  with 
an  immediate  encore.  Mr.  Bob  McKay  "  In 
'is  ele-ment"  was  distinctly  and  funnily  "in  it," 
and  sung  a  terrible  travesty  of  dear  old  "Tom 
Bowling,"  intituled  Tom  Bowling's  Family 
(Arthur),  and  as  an  encore  actioned  the  Village 
Blacksmith,  and  was  received  with  applause.  Mr. 
Rains,  "The  Poster  on  the  Wall  "  (Morris),  met  with 
an  encore  much  applauded.  Mr.  Herbert  Shackell 
(late  Moore  and  Burgess),  in  character  did  justice  to 
the  "nigger"  business  by  some  remarkable  and  ex- 
cellent whistling,  giving,  as  an  encore,  curious  music 
only  describable  as  a  lippy  cluck,  but  perfect  in 
time  and  tune.  Mr.  H.  Sparrowhawk  was  encored  in 
his  excellent  song,  "  The  Old  Head  of  Kinsale  "  (Moir), 
and  Mr.  Lewis  Smith  brought  wonderful  tones  out  of 
his  Edeophone  in  "For  all  Eternity,"  and  for  encore 
gave  a  selection.  During  an  interval  the  chairman 
presented  prizes  to  the  winners  of  the  1900-1  Specimen 
Fish  Competition,  Mr.  Mallett  winning  the  "  Sarcelle" 
Challenge  Cup  and  the  society's  silver  medal 
with  a  4ilb.  sea  bream  and  a  pollack  of  121b. 
This  prize,  had  he  survived,  would  have  gone  to  the 
late  Mr.  R.  C.  Preston  Gardner,  whose  untimely 
decease  was  made  the  subject  of  some  very  sympathetic 
remarks  by  the  chairman.  The  society  have  awarded 
to  his  widow  the  medal  he  would  have  received. 
His  take  was  a  coalfish  of  181b.  and  a  mackerel 
of  2ilb.  C.  J.  Crisfield,  a  pollack  of  141b.  ; 
C.  O.  Minchin,  coalfish,  181b.;  J.  N.  Hearn, 
conger,  201b.  3oz. ;  R.  Morrell,  a  dab  of  lib. — each  a 
silver  medal.  Thanks  were  returned  by  Mr.  Mallett 
in  a  short  appropriate  speech.  Mr.  C.  0.  Minchin 
announced,  much  to  the  members'  satisfaction,  the 
safe  arrival  on  the  African  coast  of  their  hon.  curator. 
Dr.  Patterson.  Upon  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Glassington,  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  was  cordially  received, 
with  musical  honours.  Dr.  Murrell,  in  a  few  well 
chosen  words,  expressed  the  pleasure  it  had  afforded  to 
him  to  occupy  the  chair  on  so  successful  an  evening. 
The  awards  to  winners  in  the  Deal  Competition  will 
be  made  by  the  committee  at  their  next  meeting. 

W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 


LYCHNORITE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  place 
on  Saturday,  Dec.  7,  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel,  Totten- 
ham Court-road.  "  Dragnet  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle 
occupied  the  chair,  the  vice-chair  being  taken 
by  the  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Cannell,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Louis  Chaplais, 
who  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending. 
Among  those  present  at  table  were  Messr.«.  John 
Lees,  A.  West,  Rickards,  Obery,  Perry,  Mullins,  <to. 
Telegrams  were  received  from  Messrs.  L.  Chaplais, 
C.  Chaplais,  Speight,  Wrigglesworth,  Viles,  and  others. 
An  excellent  dinner  was  provided  by  Mr.  Berther, 
the  courteous  and  genial  manager  of  the  "  Horse 
Shoe,"  to  which  the  company  did  ample  justice, 
and  it  jvould  be  impossible  to  accord  too  much 
praise  to  the  stewards,  Messrs.  Cannell,  Povey, 
Skinner,  and  Sullivan,  for  their  excellent  arrange- 
ments. The  musical  portion  of  the  programme, 
which  is  always  a  strong  point  with  "The  Lychnos," 
was  in  no  respect  below  the  usual  quality.  The 
proceedings  opened  with  an  overture  by  Mr.  Harry 
Doyle,  followed  by  Mr.  Playford  with  "Star  of 
my  Soul,"  funny  T.  E.  Dewers  with  "  Poor 
Thing"  and  "That's  What  I  Got  for  being 
Kind."  In  quick  succession  came  Mr.  Sid 
Long,  Messrs.  Daniels  and  Mason,  Mr,  Charles 
Bjyman  (an  extremely  clever  artist),  Mr.  Charles 
Golding,  as  funny  as  ever,  and  then  the  audience  were 
treated  to  a  revelation  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Pat 
Calvert,  a  full  blown  Irish  patriot  in  the  national 
costume.  Mr.  J.  Dickens  and  Mr.W.  Barrett  followed, 
and  then  came  "  Queen  of  the  Earth,"  excellently 
rendered  by  Mr.  Cannell,  the  president.  Last, 
but  not  least,  came  Mr.  Arthur  Lunnon,  Mr.  Alf. 
Sewart,  Mr.  Tom  Mulroy  (a  really  clever  artist), 
and  Mr.  Harry  Hudson.  The  toast  of  "The  King" 
having  been  loyally  honoured,  that  of  the  "  Lychno- 
bite  -Angling  Society  "  was  proposed  by  the  chairman 
and  responded  to  by  the  president,  after  which  the 
chairman  read  the  prize  list  and  presented  the  first 
gold  medal  of  the  society  to  Mr.  N.  Martin,  that  gentle- 
man standing  at  the  top  for  the  year.  Mr.  E.  Gosse 
and  Mr.  Frank  Whittle  were  similarly  honoured  as 
second  and  third  prizemen,  after  which  a  medal  was 
presented  to  Mr.  Pat  Calvert  on  behalf  of  a  few  of  his 
admirers.  A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man followed,  and  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  put  the  finishing 
touch  to  a  most  select  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening. 

S.  R. 


LAND-LOCKED  SALMON. 

In  regard  to  an  article  which  appeared  recently  in 
the  "  British  Columbia  "  on  land-locked  salmon  found 
in  Shawnigan  Lake,  Mr.  John  McNab,  of  West- 
minster, formerly  Dominion  fisheries  inspector,  writes 
the  following  letter  to  the  "  Westminster  Colum- 
bian "  : — "  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Nov.  7  you  republish 
from  the  Victoria  '  Colonist  '  an  account  of  so-called 
land-locked  salmon  in  Shawnigan  Lake.  The  fish  in 
question  are  not  confined  in  their  habitat  to  Shaw- 
nigan Lake,  but  are  to  be  found  in  many  lakes  in 
British  Columbia  and  the  State  of  Washington. 
In  Seeton  and  Anderson  lakes  they  are  very  nimierous. 
They  are  also  to  be  found  in  a  lake  near  Hope.  In 
these  lakes  they  cannot  be  said  to  be  land-locked,  as 
salmon  have  free  access  to  them  from  the  Fraser 
River.  Seeton  Lake  is  one  of  the  favourite  spawning 
places  of  the  sockeyes.  In  several  lakes  in  connection 
with  the  Columbia  River  they  are  to  be  found  also, 
and  their  habits  have  been  investigated  by  some  of  the 
most  competent  gentlemen  in  connection  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institute  and  the  United  States  Com- 
mission of  Pish  and  Fisheries.  These  gentlemen  in 
their  reports  say  that  although  the  small  red  variety 
of  salmon  in  question  have  free  access  to  the  Columbia 
River,  and  consequently  to  the  sea,  yet  they  never  leave 
the  lake  in  which  they  are  found.  I  first  became  aware 
of  the  existence  of  such  fish  fourteen  years  ago,  when  on 
the  Skeena  River  they  were  described  to  me  by  some 
Hudson  Bay  Company  employees,  who  stated  that  in 
some  lakes  connected  with  the  Stikine  and  Skeena 
Rivers  they  were  seen  except  during  the  month  of 
October,  when  they  appeared  on  the  surface  in  great 
numbers  in  a  dead  or  dying  condition.  They  are 
known  by  the  Northern  Indians  by  a  name,  the 
English  of  which  is  '  very  small  spring  salmon.'  The 
United  States  authorities  are  inclined  to  the  belief 
that  they  are  a  distinct  variety,  but  closely  related  to 
the  merka,  or  sockeye,  family.  Several  years  ago  I 
sent  specimens  from  Seeton  Lake,  and  also  from  Hope, 
to  the  Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  Ottawa. 
Specimens  which  I  retained  for  myself  I  lost  in  the 
fire  of '98.  "John  McNab." 


To  Fly  Dressers,  Amateur  and  Professional.  Now  ready, 
price  2s.  net,  or  post  free  for  2s.  2d.  "Tlie  Trout  Fly  Dresser's 
Cabinet  of  Devices  ;  or.  How  to  Tie  Flies  for  Dry  and  Wet  Fly 
Fishing  for  Trout  and  Grayling."  By  the  late  H.  G.  McClelland, 
"Athenian  "  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  With  eighty  illustrations. 
This  handy  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  Pocket  Manual  can  be  had, 
post  free,  by  sending  2s.  2d.  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.| 
St.  Dunstan's  House.  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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ANDERSONS'  :"='.  PIKE  BOOTS 


Some  years  ago  we  recommended  one  or  two  improvements  in  their  rubber 
knee  boots,  viz.,  nails  in  the  heei,  and  with  the  rubber  soles  deeply  scored 
across  to  prevent  slipping:,  and  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  &  Anderson,  of  37, 
Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  have  had  a  large  sale  for  them  for  pike  fishing  and 
general  fishing  in  the  winter.  We  are  glad  to  say  they  have  now  again 
greatly  improved  the  quality  of  the  boots,  and  also  altered  the  pattern  of  the  grooving 
in  the  soles  to  prevent  side-slipping.  In  the  old  boots  the  grooves  went  straight 
across ;  in  the  new  ones,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  grooves  have  a 
broad  arrow  shape,  which  is  certainly  a  much  better  plan.  These  boots  are 
absolutely  waterproof,  and,  being  lined  with  felt,  they  are  the  most  comfort- 
able and  warm  to  wear  that  we  have  ever  tried  ;  then  they  are  so  easily  put  on  and 
taken  off,  and  so  easily  cleaned,  that  it  is  no  wonder  there  is  a  large  sale  for  them."— 
R.  B.  MARSTON,  Fishing  Gazette,  Dec.  22,  1900. 

PRICES: 

For  Gentlemen  27s.  6d. 

For  Ladies  -       18s.  6d. 

To  be  had  only  from 

ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  &  ANDERSON,  LTD. 

India  Rubbei?  IVEaniifactvirers, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.G. 
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The  "Publishers'  Circular"  Christmas  number  for 
this  year  (Messts.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.)  is  a 
decided  advance  upon  last  year's,  and  is  again  a  credit 
to  all  concerned,  the  whole  work  being  a  model  of 
excellent  production.  It  certainly  should  be  much 
appreciated  by  those  who  buy  books  for  presentation 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  because  it  supplies  in  an 
attractive  form  an  illustrated  review  of  the  best  of 
these  productions,  and  at  any  rate  the  large  majority 
of  the  newer  issues.  A  striking  feature  of  the  number 
is  a  beautiful  reproduction  iu  colour  by  Mr.  Carl 
Hentschel  of  an  illustration  from  Mr.  Mortimer 
Menpes'  work  on  "Japan,"  while  the  half-tone  and 
other  illustrations  throughout  the  work  are  admirably 
done.  The  paper  and  type  are  all  that  could  be  desired, 
and,  as  we  have  said,  the  whole  work  is  a  credit  to 
editor,  printers,  and  publishers.  A  section  of  the 
number  is  given  over  to  "  Gift  Books  of  the  Season," 
in  which  is  noticed  volumes  from  almost— if  not  quite 
—  every  bookseller  in  London,  and  the  buyer  who  fails 
to  make  a  choice  for  either  old  or  young  from  amongst 
those  ninety  odd  pages  must  indeed  be  hard  to  satisfy. 
On  Ihese  grounds  I  commend  the  issue  to  our 
readers,  believing  it  to  be  well  worth  the  Is.  Gd.  asked 
for  it. 


Mb.  Geo.  E.  Sims  (Dagonet)  presided  at  a  dinn-er  in 
aid  of  the  "Referee"  Children's  Dinner  Fund  at  the 
"  Three  Nuns  Hotel,"  Aldgate,  on  Wednesday  night 
(Dec.  11).  Of  course,  many  anglers  were  present,  for 
a  benevolent  show  without  \Yaltonians  to  the  front 
would  be  like  Hamlet  without  the  Prince  of  Denmark. 
I  hear  from  my  friend,  Mr.  H.  J.  Mundy,  of  the 
"Garibaldi,"  Black  friars-road,  who  was  present,  and 
who,  by  the  way,  is  a  well-known  member  of  the 
B.  S.  A.  S.,  that  the  sum  collected  was  £319.  I  expect 
Mr.  Mundy,  by  example  and  precept,  helped  to  bring 
about  this  good  result,  for  he  is  one  of  the  best.  Now 
this,  is  a  magnificent  tribute  to  the  popularity  of 
G.  B.  S.,  and  well  shows  that  the  "  Chmns  "  club  is  a 
coterie  of  jolly  good  fellows.  The  children — bless 
their  little  hearts— when  "  Dagonet  "  pleads  for  them 
there  is  not  an  angler  but  who  feels  in  his  heart  and 
his  pccket. 


^fB.  J.  HiBEis,  "  one  of  the  best"  to  work  for  any 
binffit  to  anglers,  is  organising  the  competition  ia  aid 
uf  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  which  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  15.  Start  from  Petersham  Meadows 
about  10.30.  One  hundred  prizes.  Entrance  fee  one 
shilling;  open  to  all  comers.    May  it  be  a  success  ! 


The  fifth  annual  dianec  of  the  Wisbech  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Society  was  served  at  the  White 
Hart  Hotel  on  Dec.  4.  Over  sixty  members  and 
friends  attended,  and  the  proceedings  were  most 
enjoyable  and  succestfal.  Mr.  F.  R.  Pearson  pre- 
ided,  and  Mr.  S.  A.  Coxon  was  iu  the  vice-cliiir. 
Most  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  music  and 
singing,  but  the  loyal  toasts  were  honoured,-  and 
"  Success  to  the  Society  "  was  proposed  by  the  chair- 
man. Mr.  Wolsey,  the  hon.  sec,  in  reply,  said  that 
he  could  not  present  the  balance  sheet  for  tiie  year  at 
that  meeting,  as  their  season  was  not  closed  yet,  but 
he  knew  that  at  the  finish  of  the  year  they  would  be  in 

0  better  position  financially  than  they  had  ever  been 

1  c  fore.  They  had  150  members  this  year  as  against 
z9  last  year. 


Whhn  Mr.  Horsley,  Royal'Academician,  posted  the 
first  Christmas  card,  he  little  dreamed  that  he  was 
setting  an  example  which  would  be  followed  by  nearly 
all  the  population  of  our  land.  Now,  if  you  don't 
send  and  receive  a  Christmas  card  you  are  outside  the 
pale  of  humanity.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  loved  Christmas 
and  its  festivities,  and  so  it  is  quite  in  accordance 
with  the  eternal  fitness  of  things  that  the  "  Raleigh 
Park  "Bazaar,"  108,  Btixton-hill,  should  send  out  the 
finest  parcel  of  Christmas  cards  to  be  got  anywhere 
for  one  shilling.  Mr.  Blogg,  I  congratulate  you ;  your 
Christmas  parcel  is  a  wonder,  and  there  can  be  no 
estimate  of  the  good  will  and  good  feeling  the  circula- 
tion of  your  artistic  cards  will  produce.^ 


Ceoydos — celebrated  by  all  writers  on  Surrey — will 
make  history  on  Monday  night.  The  opening  night  of 
the  Croydon  Angling  Club  will  most  probably  tempt 
"  Dragnet  "  away  from  the  comforts  of  a  sea-coal  fire 
and  list  slippers  to  hear  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  give  a  lecture 
cn  "  Holiday  and  Fishing  Trips  on  the  South  Eastern 
Railway."  Really  and  truly,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
support  Councillor  T.  W.  Dobson,  the  chairman  of 
the  evening.  It  will  be  having  many  pleasures  o'er 
again  to  see  depicted  on  the  white  sheet  old  haunts, 
and  as  for  the  lecturer — well  he  may  be  Wade  in  the 
balance  and  will  not  be  found  wanting. 


The  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton-on-Thames,  was,  very 
appropriately,  the  scene  of  a  very  pleasant  smoking 
concert  Junder  the  auspices  of  the  Walton  Angling 


Association.  Cases  of  specimen  fish  and  fishing 
implements  decorated  the  room.  The  health  of  the 
chairman,  Mr.  D.  Poote,  was  drunk  with  enthusiasm. 
Mr.  C.  Nutkings  spoke  well,  and  a  host  of  talent 
assisted  in  the  musical  programme.  If  Walton-on- 
Thames  could  only  be  brought  a  little  nearer  I  should 
often  be  among  you,  dear  boys  1 


King's  Lynn  Angling  .Association  held  their  coming- 
of-age  meeting  at  the  Globe  Hotel,  on  Monday. 
Twenty-one  years  !  Well,  it  is  a  good  record,  and,  as 
the  chairman  said,  the  promise  of  manhood  will  be 
well  fulfilled.  Mr.  W.  J.  King  presided  over  the 
King's  Lynn  dinner,  and  he  was  surrounded  by  a 
brilliant  company.  Matters  of  pith  and  moment 
were  dealt  with.  The  society  is  evidently  alive  to  all 
questions  of  privilege,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  financial 
prosperity  is  a  source  of  strength.  Clubs  and  as- 
sociations may  be  active  and  enthusiastic,  but  they 
need  "  the  sinews  of  war." 


The  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  "Central" 
Re-stocking  Society's  Funds,  held  at  the  Friendship 
Angling  Society,  the  White  Bear,  Bartholomew 
Square,  E.G.,  on  Monday  evening,  was  a  grand 
success.  Certainly  there  should  have  been  a  few 
more  visitors  present.  There  will  be  another  concert, 
at  which  Mr.  Wade  will  preside  and  Mr.  Fitch  will 
occupy  the  vice-chair. 


The  Gloucestee  Men. 
Give  us  a  song,  you  Gloucester  men, 

Before  you  sail  once  more  ! 
A  stout  sea  rhyme,  while  the  jib  beats  lime 

And  the  girls  wave  from  the  shore. 

Qh,  the  day  is  wild  and  the  night  is  wild. 

And  the  seas  go  racing  by; 
Xud  it's  pull  for  life  and  the  Gloucester  wife 

With  the  liner  on  the  fly  ! 

Give  us  a  song,  you  Gloucester  men  I 

Our  hearts  are  with  you  all. 
Sing  the  story  of  smack  and  dory 

And  the  fleet  hid  in  the  squall  I 

Oh,  the  day.  is  wild  and  the  night  is  wild, 
And  the  fog  oeeps  from  its  lair. 

And  they're  waiting  down  in  Boston  town 
For  fishermen  and  fare. 

Pull  and  haul  on  line  and  trawl, 
On  sheet  and  halliard  and  tackle-fall, 
Heave  oh,  and  haul ! 

— Boston  Journal. 


Me.  Charles  Hussey,  whose  lantern  entertainment 
to  the  B.S.A.S.,  on  Dec.  4,  gave  so  much  pleasure  {ride 
last  week's  FisJiing  Gazette),  tells  me  he  is  busy  pre- 
paring a  new  and  extended  lantern  entertainment, 
entitled  "Sea  Fishing  and  other  Things,"  which  he 
hopes  to  take  on  tour  early  in  the  New  Year.  He  asks 
me  to  request  the  secretaries  of  any  angling  societies 
who  may  wish  for  the  entertainment  to  write  to  him 
at  St.  Winifred's,  Walmer,  Kent,  for  particulars  as 
soon  as  convenient,  so  that  dates  can  be  arranged  with 
the  least  possible  clashing.  I  can  only  say  that  if 
"  Sea  Fishing  and  other  Things  "  is  as  good  as  "  Round 
the  Coast  with  a  Camera,"  and  I  am  assured  it  is,  then 
there  is  a  treat  in  store  for  some  of  us  in  the  near 
future. 


The  illustrations  are  all  photographs  from  nature, 
many  of  them  taken  under  great  difficulties,  and 
althougK  several  of  my  readers  are  ardent  snap'shottists, 
I  should  not  wonder  if  their  ardour  were  somewhat 
cooled  by  having  to  use  their  camera  while  lashed  to 
the  mast  of  a  trawler  and  clad  in  fishermen's  "  oilies  " 
and  sea-boots,, in  a  gale  of  wind,  as  I  understand  Mr. 
Hussey  was  when  he  took  some  of  his  photographs. 
Anyway,  the  idea  of  showing  by  means  of  the  optical 
lantern  photographs  of  sea-fishing  and  sea-fishermen 
is  a  novel  and  excellent  one.  It  should  do  much  to 
arouse  the  interest  of  the  public,  apathetic  in  this 
matter,  to  the  vital  importance  of  our  rapidly  diminish- 
ing fish  supply,  which  is  the  first  step  towards  getting 
the  abuses  which  at  present  exist  dealt  with  by  the 
legislature,  and  that  something  must  be  done,  and 
done  quickly,  in  this  direction  is  a  "cert." 


According  to  Harry  Furniss,  whose  new  book 
"  The  Confessions  of  a  Caricaturist  "  has  given  me  im- 
mense delight,  there  is  one  publisher  in  London  who 
cares  little  for  the  art  side  of  his  business.  "I  buy 
paper  cheaply  by  the  ton,"  said  he,  "  I  print  something 
on  it  and  sell  it  at  so  much  a  pound  profit." 


Peint  something  on  it !  Thank  Heaven  printers  and 
publishers  don't  all  think  like  that.  Some,  nearly  all, 
are  anxious  to  give  the  public  the  best  and  so  will 
welcome  the  opportunity  of  picking  up  wrinkles  at 
the  "  International  Press  and  Printing  Exhibition  " 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal  Palaca  in  March. 


The  Fisliing  Ganette  will  be  on  view,  but  I  am 
rnodest  enough  to  admit  that  other  specimens  of  our 
literature  will  necessarily  be  displayed.  Mr.  William 
Lawton  is  the  organising  commissioner,  and  that 
fact  gives  promise  of  a  show  which  may  indeed  bo 
called  "International."  Mr.  Lawton  is  a  linguist,  an 
artist,  and  no  man  has  the  welfare  of  the  journalistic 
profession  nearer  his  heart. 


British  printers  waks  up  !  Although  (iermany  was 
the  cradle  of  your  art  don't  let  all  the  good  things 
shown  bear  the  imprint  "  Made  in  Germany."  Show 
the  world  what  Great  Britain  can  do  in  the  Typo- 
graphic Art. 


This  Exhibition  will  teach  the  public  to  appreciate 
good  work  on  good  paper— not  literature  sold  by  the 
pound  1  Among  the  public  there  is  much  lack  of 
knowledge  of  printing  technicalities.  "  What  is  the 
difference  between  printing  and  publishing  ?  "  asked  a 
gallant  gentleman  of  a  pretty  Quakeress— a  bookseller's 
daughter.  "  Well  I  thee  may  ])rint  a  kiss  on  my  cheek, 
but  thou  must  not  publish  it,"  was  the  reply.  There 
will  be  plenty  of  equally  pointed  information  to  teach 
us  all  about  printing  and  publishing  at  Sydenham 
next  March,  for  Mr.  Lawton's  motto  is  "  thorough." 


If  there  is  anything  in  the  Buddhist  idea  of  the 
reincarnation  of  souls,  the  spirit  of  Hans  Anderson 
lives  again  in  the  genial  founder  of  A.  W.  Gamage, 
Limited,  of  HolboVn.  .  The  Christmas  toy  bazaar  is 
one  of  the  most  attractive  shows  that  will  be  seen  this 
year  in  Loudon.  To  describe  it  is  an  utter  impossi- 
bility, so  numerous  are  the  articles  which  have  been 
brought  together  for  the  delight  of  the  little  ones. 
Its  chief  feature,  however,  is  an  extensive  railway 
system  in  which  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  trains 
from  the  twopenny  tube  beneath  London  to  the  funi- 
cular system  in  vogue  for  taking  passengers  up  some 
of  the  more  difficult  ascents  of  the  Alps  are  shown. 
There  is  also  a  realistic  collision  in  which  carriages 
and  passengers  form  a  jumbled-up  mass.  In  other 
parts  of  the  toy  department  are  submarine  boats  which 
do  under-water  journeys  and  demonstrate  the  power 
of  this  latest  weapon  of  marine  warfare ;  miniature 
ships  worked  by  electricity,  guns  which  fire  con- 
tinuous shots  and  make  a  big  noise,  and  a  thousand 
and  one  things  calculated  to  make  the  infantile  mind 
regard  Gamage's  as  the  London  Palace  of  Delight. 


The  other  day  a  visitor  to  the  big  shop  in  Holborn 
remarked,  "Are  you  a  family  man,  Mr.  Gamage?" 
"  Rather  !  "  replied  the  head  of  the  establishment ; 
"  but  why?  "  "  Well,  I  suppose  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  inducing  the  youngsters  to  come  to  business  with 
you  ?"  "On  the  contrary,"  said  Mr.  Gamage,  "they 
are  only  too  anxious  to  come  ;  the  trouble  is  to  get 
them  away  again.  My  boy  of  five  is  the  diplomat  of 
the  family.  This  is  how  he  works  it :  '  Dad,  I'm 
coming  to  see  the  toys.'  '  Not  yet,  my  boy — too  busy.' 
'  Oh,  but,  dad,  when  I  come  I  shall  spend  a  sovereign.' 
At  that,"  said  Mr.  Gamage,  "  I  was  forced  to  give 
in — we  want  boys  of  that  kind  here." 


Mb.  H.  Rolt's  book  on  "  Grayling  Fishing  "  will  be 
ready  on  Monday,  Dec.  16.  Price  23.  Gd.  Published 
by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.. 


S  The  Mick  writes  me  that  "  he  has  moved  from  v?here 
he  is  livingnow,"  and  as  lieis  anxious  that  all  his  friends 
should  be  duly  notified,  "  will  I  please  let  him  know 
if  I  don't  receive  the  letter." — Certainly. 


Truthful  Tommy  tells  me  that  both  those  other 
workmen  were  wrong  about  that  Westminster  bird ;  it 
was  neither  a  nawk  uor  a  heagle,  it  was  a  howl.  (I 
think  it  must  have  been  a  ncn.) 


"  If,"  said  the  teacher  at  the  mental  arithmetic 
lesson,  "  you  owed  your  grocer  £1  10s.,  your  baker 
15s.,  your  coal  merchant  ki  5s.,  your  butcher  f  1  3s., 
how  much  would  you  have  to  pay  altogether  ? " 
"  Nothing,"  promptly  answered  the  little  girl,  with  a 
lively  recollection  of  what  went  on  at  home,  "I  should 
move." 


Oveeheard  after  a  certain  dinner,  when  some  of 
the  diners  walked  home  with  a  brother  member. 
"  What's  the  matter— lost  your  latchkey?"  "No, 
alannah,  I've  got  the  key  all  right,  but  some  bad- 
mannered  shpalpeen  has  been  around,  and  faix  it's  me 
keijliole  he's  shtolen,  bad  cess  to  him." 


The  Lyohnobites  dined  on  Saturday  evening.  This 
is  no  mere  rumour,  but  facts — I  ought  to  know,  for  I 
was  in  the  chair.  The  society  is  flourishing,  financially 
and  in  every  other  way,  and  I  can  only  hope  that 
many  more  such  pleasant  evenings  may  fall  to  the  lot 
of  Dragnet. 


December  14,  1901 
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PFovineial  Angling  potes 

vmst  arrii'e  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  clubs  in  and  round  about  Birmingham  are 
now  busy  in  making  up  their  accounts  to  finish  up  the 
year,  and  general  meetings  will  follow  to  pass  the 
accounts  and  elect  fresh  oiScers,  in  some  instances, 
and  to  re-elect  those  who  have  given  satisfaction 
during  the  past  year.  The  whole  of  our  clubs,  with 
about  two  exceptions,  have  had  a  very  successful  year, 
and  the  amounts  to  be  paid  out  in  the  dividend 
clubs  are  a  little  over  the  average.  We  have 
one  club  in  the  city,  namely,  the  Hearts  of 
Oak,  that  rents  some  very  good  water  for  which 
the  members  pay  the  small  sum  of  threepence 
per  week,  and  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  will 
receive  about  seven  shillings  out  for  dividend  after 
the  water  rent  and  expenses  have  been  defrayed. 
Some  of  the  other  clubs  have  been  quite  as  success- 
ful, but  the  clubs  who  do  not  rent  water  are  paying  a 
larger  dividend.  We  also  have  clubs  who  devote  the 
whole  of  their  funds  to  water  renting  and  re-stock- 
ing purposes.  Our  members  who  have  been  out 
pike  fishing  have  had  a  very  good  time  of  it,  and 
have  succeeded  in  taking  some  very  good  fish,  the 
largest  being  taken  from  private  water  by  Mr.  Dare, 
which  weighed  over  171b.  A  large  number  of  smaller 
fish  have  been  taken  from  private  pools  and  from  the 
open  public  waters  on  the  Avon  and  Severn.  On  the 
former  river  above  Pershore  and  up  to  Evesham 
some  good  sport  has  been  had,  *  and  on  the 
Severn  above  Bewdley  up  to  Bridgenorth  some 
good  pike,  roach,  and  chub  have  been  taken  by 
our  members.  The  chub  have  been  going  well  at 
the  blood  and  brains  which  is  now  being  used  by  the 
Kidderminster  and  Stourport  anglers  with  success. 
Roach  are  now  taking  the  small  red  worm  and  white 
paste.  Our  local  rivers  are  all  running  in  splendid 
order  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  sport  should 
be  good  during  midday.  We  have  had  good  weather 
for  all  kinds  of  angling,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  con- 
tinue so  for  the  forthcoming  holidays  so  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  to  our  favourite  places,  which  will,  if 
the  weather  keeps  open,  be  well  patronised. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  atmospherical  conditions  have  caused  much 
discomfort  to  sportsmen  this  week.  In  addition  to  a 
severe  north-westerly  gale,  there  have  been  blinding 
storms  of  snow  and  hail,  and  angling  under  the 
circumstances  has  not  been  a  very  happy  pastime. 
Especially  bad  was  the  weather  on  Monday,  and  those 
who  ventured  out  in  the  tempest  will  not  easily  forget 
the  buffeting  they  got.  Nevertheless,  anglers  just 
now  are  having  a  capital  time  amongst  the  pike. 
Some  exceptionally  heavy  bags  were  obtained  last 
week  end  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Witham,  one 
monster,  captured  in  the  Bardney  district,  turning  the 
scale  at  171b.  The  waters  at  Kirkstead  and  Tattershall 
have  also  yielded  some  capital  fish,  and  those  who 
have  a  good  stock  of  live  bait  cannot  complain  about 
the  sport  which  is  being  obtained.  On  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  trolling  is  being 
prosecuted  with  better  results  than  it  has  had  at  any 
previous  period  of  the  season.  Two  brace,  captui-ed  in 
the  Swineshead  district,  on  December  7,  averaged  a 
trifle  over  41b.  apiece,  and  another  angler  landed  a  brace 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Donington,  the  best  of  which 
weighed  7jlb.  Reports  from  the  Welland  continue 
satisfactory,  and  on  most  waters  roach  are  now  giving 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Oxonian  Angling  Society  of  Hull  have  held 
their  first  annual  spread  and  prize  presentation 
at  the  Grapes  Tavern,  in  Lime  -  street,  which 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  and  enjoyable  function, 
and  considering  that  the  society  has  only  been 
in  existence  about  a  year,  they  have  been  most 
successful  during  their  short  career,  for  on  Bank 
Holiday  last  they  succeeded  in  winning  at  the 
Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association 
annual  match  the  premier  silver  challenge  cup  and 
gold  medals  with  an  aggregate  of  311b.  14ioz. ;  and 
one  of  their  team  of  six,  Mr.  G.  Bibbey,  who 
contributed  alone  221b.  13oz.  as  his  catch  on  the 
day  in  question,  also  won  the  first  prize  in  the 
Association  match  and  a  gold  medal,  amongst 
some  four  hundred  competitors  ;  the  society  is  also  in 
a  very  flourishing  condition,  both  numerically  and 
financially;  and  amongst  the  prizes  distributed  for 
the  past  season  the  said  Mr.  G.  Bibbey  was  the 
recipient  of  the  society's  gold  medal  for  mosc 
points,  Mtssrs.  C.  Turner,  C.  F.  Buchey,  J. 
Gould  and  W.  C.  Cox  taking  the  four  aggregate 
prizes.  At  the  end  of  the  week  some  nice 
roach  weie  taken  in  the  vicinity  of  Wansford, 
Snakeholire,  and  Hempholme,  and  near  to  the  latter 
place  a  nics  grayling  of  lib.  Goz.  was  taken  last  week 


by  Mr.  P.  Bell,  and  exhibited  at  the  Carr  Lane  anglers' 
rendezvous,  amongst  other  fish  from  the  upper  waters 
of  the  river  Hull.  The  Market  Weighton  Canal  is  now 
in  first-class  condition  for  pike  fishing  especially  in 
the  upper  waters  above  Sodhouse  Lock,  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  Land  of  Nod.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
(Dec.  9  and  10)  snow  fell  rather  heavily  in  this 
district,  lut  to-day  (Wednesday,  Dec.  11)  it  is  very 
frosty,  with  bright  sunshine,  so  that  the  pike  fishers' 
prospects  are  very  good  for  the  end  of  the  week  should 
no  more  snow  fall,  for  most  waters  locally  are  in  very 
fair  condition. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Warrington  Anglers'  Association's  general 
meeting  is  fixed  for  Jan.  9  at  the  Druids'  Hall.  It  is 
certain  that  success  and  progress  are  the  only  two 
words  that  describe  the  past  financial  year.  June  21 
is  the  date  fixed  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  match, 
which  will  take  place  in  the  Bridgewater  Canal. 
Progress  is  also  reported  in  the  item  of  establishing 
a  shield  for  competition  amongst  local  anglers. 
The  report  from  the  Bollin  this  week  is  depressing; 
it  reads  :  "  A  few  nice^roaoh  were  taken  while  the  water 
was  low.  River  now  in  flood  and  weather  wretched, 
high  winds,  heavy  showers,  hail,  sleet,  and  snow." 
Our  other  rivers  appear  to  be  receiving  little,  if  any, 
attention,  and  certainly  reports  from  the  same  are 
totally  uninteresting.  No  doubt  both  the  Lune  and 
Wyre  wiU  receive  some  attention  during  the  coming 
holidays,  but  we  hear  very  little  of  any  preparations 
being  made  Liverpool  anglers  continue  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  fishing  excursions  and  to  carry  them  out, 
and  it  is  a  question  if  any  other  place  has  so  much 
piscatorial  life.  As  usual  throughout  this  country  there 
are  many  changes  taking  place,  and  the  unrest  so  often 
heard  of  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  evidence.  Some 
societies  who  made  changes  a  year  since  would,  like  to 
know  how  to  get  back  gracefully  to  their  old  home. 
Perhaps  a  little  Christmas  cheer  will  gently  smooth 
the  way.  With  Christmas  so  near,  at  home  perhaps 
a  reminder  may  be  ofiered  of  a  suitable  opportunity  to 
remember  those  who  do  so  many  kind  things  for  us 
when  we  go  fishing.  Probably  we  did  not  see  much 
of  them  last  summer,  but  hope  to  do  next  summer. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Several  of  our  socials  have  been  completely  spoiled 
by  the  inclement  weather  of  late,  two  on  Dec.  9  were 
particularly  unfortunate  in  the  question  of  the  weather. 
At  Levenshulme  a  great  event  was  arranged  and  every 
effort  put  forth  by  Mr.  Forrest  to  give  the  members  a 
treat,  but  a  blizzard,  etc.,  militated  against  the 
attendance.  The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society 
had  arranged  for  a  great  destruction  of  "  Tatur 
Tarts  "  to  musical  honours.  Both  items  were  amply 
catered  for  efficiently,  and  only  a  larger  attendance 
needed  to  complete  the  success.  The  writer  was  there 
and  had  a  special  "  tart "  allotted  to  him,  one  far 
larger  than  Dragnet's  turnip,  and  after  ten  good 
appetites  had  been  satisfied  more  than  half  re- 
mained of  that  "  tart."  Drag,  dear  boy,  you  must 
have  a.  "  Union  Chapel  Tart."  The  Longsight 
Victorias  have  completed  another  successful  financial 
year,  and  entered  upon  another  with  every 
promise  of  continued  prosperity.  Originally  a  junior 
society,  they  have  developed  into  seniors,  and  hold  a 
foremost  position  among  local  clubs.  The  Openshaw, 
Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Societies  disposed  of 
their  annual  dinner  on  the  9th,  and  had,  as  usual,  a 
bumping  success.  The  past  season  has  proved  the 
best  so  far  in  the  existence  of  the  club.  The  C.P.A.A. 
have  been  doing  some  extensive  stocking  lately 
to  their  waters  at  Irlam.  Two  consignments  have 
already  been  turned  in.  A  most  courteous  letter  is 
to  hand  from  Mr.  W.  C.  Hawkins,  of  the  Welcomb 
Angling  Society,  Hulme.  The  tone  ef  the  letter  is 
nothing  but  a  record  of  success  and  hope  for  the  future. 
Only  a  few  vacancies  are  remaining  to  be  dealt  with. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM, 

Heavy  rains  at  the  close  of  the  week  have  brought 
on  a  rather  big  rise  of  the  Trent.  On  Dec.  9  the 
river  contained  four  feet  of  extra  water,  and  at 
the  period  of  writing  the  colour  was  adverse  to 
the  pursuit  of  sport  generally.  Before  the  change 
some  handsome  lots  of  pike  and  chub  were 
secured  at  Kelham,  '  Shardlow,  King's  Mills,  etc. 
On  the  first  named  reach,  using  pith  (pith  and  brains), 
W.  T.  W.  Cooper  and  W.  Marshall  creeled  about 
401b.  of  chub  ;  and  two  days  later  a  similar  bag  was 
obtained  by  W.  J.  CuUen  and  friend.  Mr.  Callen 
also  ran  and  landed  a  brace  of  pike.  On  the 
King's  Mills  section,  Mr.  J.  Birkin  ca\ight  five 
pike  of  91b.,  71b.,  oUh.,  51b.,  51b.,  and  amongst  others 
secured  at  Shardlow  was  a  beauty  of  101b.  lOoz. ;  this 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  who  is  a  very  old  and 
popular  member  of  the  City  Wellington  Society.  Mr 
F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  Mr.  H.  E.  Birks,  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey 
have  been  successful  with  the  worm  amongst  roach 
on  the  Pride  of  Derby  club's  fine  reach  above  Sawley 
Weirs,  and  on  private  waters,  apart  from  the  river, 
Sir.  W.  H.  Shaw,  of  Sherwood  Rise,  Nottingham,  has 


agam  scored  heavily  amongst  perch  and  chub.  Mr 
Shaw  relied  on  the  live  minnows  and  succeeded 
m  creelmg,  under  three  hours,  thirty-five  splendid 
perch  and  seven  chub,  runnincr  from  2J!b.  to  31b.  each 
The  heaviest  perch  scaled  2}lb.,  and  this  is  now  m 
the  hands  of  tho  tixidermi.st  for  preservation  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  (Dec.  9  an  1  10)  a  gale  raged  and 
anghng  operations  were  out  of  the  question.  Wedaes- 
day  (Dec.  11)  was  more  favourable,  bat  owing  to  tho 
state  of  the  Trent  very  few  fishermen  v/cre  out. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  few  anglers  hav.-  been  out  this  weak,  althou-'h 
the  weather  has  been  for  several  days  quite  genial  and 
springlike,  and  the  roach,  dace,  and  grayling  well  on 
the  feed,  and  some  really  good  catches  of  each  were 
had,  the  latter  giving  good  sport  with  the  fly  and 
maggot.  Some  of  tho  fisb  were  far  above  the  avera-^e 
size,  one  fish  weighing  close  on  21b.,  a  good  size  for^a 
grayling;  condition  excellent.  The  Berkeley  Arms 
Angling  Club  had  their  annual  dinner  and  prize 
distribution  at  headquarters  on  Friday  ev£ning  (Dec. 
6)  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Mansfield,  Mr.  C.  Till^ 
the  president  of  the  club,  in  the  vicc-shair,  supported 
by  Messrs.  R.  WingfieW  (secretary  of  the  District 
Association),  Pointon,  Ritchings,  and  others.  The 
catering  of  Host  Whitgrove  was  first-rate,  for  which 
he  received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  There  was  a  lot 
of  musical  talent  present,  Mr.  Cotton  presiding  very 
efficiently  at  the  piano.  During  the  interval  the 
chairman  distributed  the  prizes  to  successful  com- 
petitors in  the  several  competitions  of  the  past  season 
In  the  first  contest  Mr.  A.  Glover  won  1st  prize  •  Mr 
J.  Stanton,  2nd;  Mr.  W.  Hill,  3rd.  Second  contest: 
1st  and  special  for  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  T.  Williams- 
2nd,  Mr.  Clark  ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Bowen  ;  4th,  Mr.  W.  Hill  •' 
5th,  Mr.  Langford.  Third  contest:  1st  and  special 
for  heaviest  fish,  Mr.  Langford  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Stanton  • 
3rd,  Mr.  J.  Pitt.  Fourth  contest :  1st,  Mr.  A.  Martin  • 
2nd  and  special  for  heaviest  fish,  ilr.  A.  Glover  •  4th' 
Mr.  J.  Harris;  5th,  Mr.  T.  Williams;  6th,  Mr.  H.' 
Knight.  Sixth  contest :  1st,  Mr.  H.  Knight  •  2nd 
Mr.  C.  Langford  ;  3rd.  Mr.  J.  Stanton  ;  4th,  Mr.  a! 
Martin.  Mr.  Mansfield  made  a  capital  chairman. 
The  usual  toasts  were  given  and  dulv  honoured.  All 
the  songs  were  capitally  rendered  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  spent.  The  Worcester  Working  Men's  Club 
have  arranged  their  annual  dinner  for  Monday, 
Dec.  16,  and  there  is  certain  to  be  a  large  gathering! 
The  heavy  rain  of  the  last  few  days  has  caused  a 
considerable  rise  on  the  Severn,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  a  heavy  water. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Reports  to  hand  show  that  the  river  Wiske  has 
improved.  There  has  lately  been  very  good  grayling 
fishing  below  Richmond.  Good  sport  was  in  prospect 
m  the  Bedale  Beck,  and  the  Ure,  having  fined  down, 
was  getting  into  capital  trim.  Grayling  fishing  had 
fallen  off  in  the  upper  waters  (Middleham),  which 
had  run  down  considerably.  In  the  deepest  waters, 
however,  some  nice  dishes  were  accounted  for, 
whilst  in  the  lower  reaches  a  few  good  pike 
were  secured  with  the  Harrogate  Spinner  and 
preserved  dace,  fished  on  Chapman's  tackle.  Small 
baskets  of  grayling,  dace,  and  chub  have  been  caught 
with  the  worm  in  the  Boroughbridge  waters.  Pros- 
pects have  improved  for  the  Wharfe.  Mr.  Allen, 
taxidermist,  Stonegate,  York,  is  exhibiting  two  excep- 
tionally fine  pike,  which  were  caught  by  Mr.  John 
J.  Powell,  of  Baden  House,  York,  in  company 
with, Mr.  McClellan.  The  larger  one  weighs  251b.  and 
the  other  181b.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire 
Herald  ^  Angling  Club  was  held  at  headquarters, 
Garnett's  Head,  Petergate,  on  Saturday  evening,  Dec. 
7,  Mr.  E.  Taylor  presiding.  The  report  and  balance 
sheet  were  most  satisfactory.  Mr.  A.  H.  Fletcher, 
managing  editor  of  the  paper,  was  re-elected  president! 
It  was  decided  to  hold  four  matches  next  vear,  and 
the  committee  was  empowered  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 


MOSS  SIDE  SOCIALS,  MAXCHESTER. 


\\  E  had  a  splendid  muster  of  members  turn  up  at 
headquarters,  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Bradshaw-street, 
Moss  Side,  to  deal  with  a  lengthy  agenda.  In  the 
absence  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  S.  Hall  was  voted  to  the 
c'aair  for  the  evening.  It  was  unanimously  decided 
upon  to  have  a  consignment  of  two-year-old  brown 
trout  for  the  lake  in  Drinkwater  Park.  Mr.  Samuel 
Hall  promised  to  provide  the  club  with  a  boat  or  punt 
for  the  use  of  the  members  at  Drinkwater  I'ark,  the  use 
of  the  same  to  be  paid  for  and  all  the  proceeds  to  go  to 
the  stocking  fund.  Offers  were  also  promised  from  the 
secretary  and  Mr.  A.  Howarth  to  place  in  the  club 
waters,  free  of  cost,  one  hundred  fish  each.  I  may 
say  all  the  offers  were  accepted  and  leceived  the 
club's  thanks.  It  was  also  decided  upon  to  have 
another  netting  expedition  to  Congleton  at  the  first 
opportunity.  w.  A.  Lkigh. 
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MIERS 


Some  folks  wear  American-made 
Boots  because  they  fancy  the  leather 
is  better.  That's  a  fallacy.  There 
is  no  substitute  for  MIERS'  BOX 
CALF — it  excels  them  all ! 

Every  \mv  of  Boots  made  from  MIERS' 
BOX  CALF  carries  a  free  Tin  of 
"t'OBKA"  X>ressing  —  the  easy  iiolish. 

Write  for  interesting  Booklet— it's^free: if 
you  name  your  Bootmaker.  " 

W.  &  H.  MIERS,  LTD.,  LEEDS. 


BOXCALF 


mm 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YODR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial" 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "Coxon"  spiuneis  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout. 


Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  work  {fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2cl.,  postage  free. 


Revised  price  of  Reels :  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  15«.  ;  3iin.  do.,  16«.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  4iin. 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check :  4in. ,  14s.  6d.  ; 
4fin.,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXON, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAGES  OP  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTURES. 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  can 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household, 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  concise 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "  F.C.G.,"  Id  every  issQe. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly, 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  featores. 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  1b  specially  suitable  for  sending  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3id. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St.,  E.C. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 


FOE  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing  OfHce, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


mm  COUGH  USE 

KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUGH. 


Any  Doctor  will  tki.i.  yoit.  "there 
is  no  bettor  Cough  Medicine."— One  gives 
relief :  if  you  suffer  from  cough  try  them 
but  once:  they  uiil  cure,  and  they  "iU 
jiol  injure  your  health:  an  increaaing 
eale  of  over  HU  years  is  a  certain  test  ol 
their  value.   Sold  in  13id.  tins. 


"A  thoroug^hly  g^ood  Sporting:  Paper."— Bristol  Times. 

"LAND  AND  WATER ' 

PRICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietora,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting 
and  so  on. 

The  Daily  Mail  (Hull)  says :— "  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary.  Land  and  Water, 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com- 
prehensiveness.  Sportsmen  of  all  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE: 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.   Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.    Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fish.    List  on  application. 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


PORTLAND  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
OPENING  DINNER. 
Devotees  of  the  "  rod  and  line  "  to  the  number  of 
about  sixty,  with  friends,  assembled  at  the  Green 
Dragon  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  27,  to  cele- 
brate the  opening  dinner  of  the  nevyly-formed  Portland 
Angling  Society,  which  was  well  prepared  by  Host  and 
Hostess  Howard.  Although  only  one  season  had  been 
survived,  the  membership  shows  a  gratifying  result. 
The  Mayor  (Councillor  T.  Taylor)  presided,  Councillor 
J.  G.  Agar  occupied  the  vice-chair,  the  company  in- 
cluding Councillor  J.  L.  Wilson,  Messrs.  W.  N.  Sarll, 
R.  Large,  L.  Parsons,  E.  Turner,  B.  Mettham,  J.  J. 
Cowling,  W.  Haddock,  H.  Allsop,  and  others.  After 
suprer,  the  chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the 
"  King,  Queen,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family."  In 
the  King  they  had  a  man  who  made  himself  thoroughly 
useful  and  willing  to  assist  in  every  good  work.  He 
had  made  a  good  start,  and  it  was  sincerely  hoped 
he  would  go  on  in  the  way  he  had  commenced.  After 
referring  to  the  good  feeling  that  existed  between 
monarch  and  subjects,  the  toast  was  received  with 
musical  honours.  Councillor  J.  G.  Agar  presented 
the  "Navy,  Army,  and  Reserve  Forces,"  and  thought 
the  navy  lithtly  occupied  the  first  place  in  the 
country's  defences,  as  owing  to  the  isolated  position 
and  commercial  interests  such  a  safeguard  was  neces- 
sary. It  was  gratifying  that  whatever  party  was  in 
power  the  navy  received  first  consideration.  The 
army  was  at  present  going  through  a  trying  ordeal, 
which  rone  expected  to  see.  The  men  in  South  Africa 
were  willing  to  face  the  enemy  or  even  death,  but  the 
greatest  tiial  they  bad  bad  to  contend  with  was  at 
the  present  time.  They  were  doing  a  lot  of  work  with 
a  little  to  show,  and  although  the  war  was  being  pro- 
longed, eventually  they  would  find  that  the  result 
would  be  more  satisfactory  than  if  it  had  been 
achieved  by  one  or  tvro  brilliant  victories.  But  the 
point  was  to  show  the  Boers  that  they  would  be  much 
better  off  under  Biitish  rule  than  they  had  been  in  the 
past.  The  Reserve  Forces  who  had  been  to  the  front 
had  proved  themselves  thoroughly  efficient  with  a 
little  training.  Mansfield  had  sent  its  quota  to  the 
front,  some  of  whom  were  still  there,  and  if  required 
others  he  thought  would  be  found  to  volunteer.  Mr. 
W.  N.  Sarll  thanked  the  company  for  their  hearty 
reception  of  the  toast.  The  reserve  forces  were 
received  with  more  respect  than  formerly.  Their 
formation  was  at  a  time  when  war  was  expected  with 
the  French,  but  a  few  years  before  that  time  there 


were  noble  examples  of  how  their  fellow  craftsmen, 
the  fishermen  of  the  south  and  south-eastern  counties, 
successfully  assisted  in  repelling  the  attacks  of  the 
French.  However,  he  hoped  the  country  would  not 
need  to  call  for  volunteers  for  many  a  year.  Coun- 
cillor J.  L.  Wilson  gave  the  "  Portland  Angling 
Association,"  which  he  described  as  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  and  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
Mansfield  that  that  toast  had  been  submitted  to  a 
public  gathering.  Mansfield  had  unusual  advantages, 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  fishing  waters  ia  the 
immediate  vicinity.  The  speaker  referred  to  his  early 
efforts  in  the  art  of  fishing,  and  was  pleased  to  see  the 
existence  of  such  a  society,  but  it  must  not  be  left  to 
the  officials  to  run  the  association,  for  if  each  of  the 
sixty  or  seventy  members  made  it  a  point  of  securing  a 
recruit  there  would  be  a  very  gratifying  report  for  the 
next  annual  gathering.  Mr.  H.  Allsop  replied,  and 
was  pleased  to  see  the  large  response  to  the  invitations 
at  that,  the  first,  and  he  hoped  the  annual,  gathering. 
If  a  larger  number  of  townsmen  could  be  induced  to 
join  it  would  be  a  considerable  help  to  the  member- 
ship of  sixty-eight.  .Financially  they  had  about  £5  in 
hand,  in  addition  to  which  there  were  a  few  outstanding 
honorary  and  ordinary  subscriptions.  The  society 
stood  well  at  the  finish  of  the  year,  and  if  fresh  waters 
were  taken  it  meant  additional  support.  Mr.  L.  Smith 
proposed  "  The  Visitors,"  to  which  Councillor  Wilson 
responded;  "Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman "  was 
received  with  musical  honours,  which  the  Mayor  and 
Councillor  Agar  briefly  acknowledged.  "  Host  and 
Hostess"  concluded  the  list.  The  proceedings  were 
enlivened  with  songs  by  Messrs.  S.  Sansom  and 
R.  Large,  with  Mr.  J.  Manley  accompanying. — Mans- 
field Chronicle. 


LEVENSHULME  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  above  was  held 
at  the  society's  headquarters,  the  Levenshulme  Hotel, 
Levenshulme,  on  Nov.  29.  The  company  assembled 
consisted  of  members  with  their  wives  and  friends. 
After  dinner  the  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president, 
Mr.  James  Raeper,  who  distributed  the  prizes  to  the 
winners  of  the  championship  matches,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Robinson  taking  the  custody  of  the  championship  cup 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  addition  the  first  prize,  a 
handsome  reading  lamp.  The  other  prize  winners 
were  Messrs.  W.  Forrest,  A.  Smith,  J.  Wayne,  W.  C. 
Spencer,  and  F.  G.  Schmidt.    Mr.  _F.  S.  Woodward 


won  the  gold  mddal  for  the  heaviest  specimen  caught 
during  the  matches.  The  winners  of  specimen  prizes 
for  fish  caught  in  the  society's  private  waters  were  : — 
Trout,  A.  L.  Tomlinson;  roach,  F.  S.  Woodward; 
perch,  J.  Marsland ;  Schuppen  carp,  W.  Forrest ; 
tench,  W.  C.  Spencer.  After  the  distribution  of  prizes 
the  remainder- of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  music, 
and  the  thanks  of  the  members  are  due  to  Mr.  Southern, 
Mrs.  Pendrigh  and  the  friends  of  the  stewards,  Mr.  J. 
E.  Taylor,  of  the  Minnehaha  Minstrels,  and  Mr.  Ingram, 
accompanist.  Mr.  A.  Burroughs,  with  his  high-class 
gramaphone,  was  a  host  in  himself,  and  contributed 
largely  to  the  success  of  the  evening.  Mr.  S.  Boswell 
and  Mr.  Harrop  assisted  with  recitations.  At  an 
interval  in  the  evening  occasion  was  taken  to  mark  the 
services  of  the  president  during  his  occupancy  of  the 
presidential  chair  of  the  past  two  years  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  large  photographic  group  of  the  members, 
with  their  esteem.  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson  in  making 
the  presentation  spoke  of  the  good  work  done  by 
Mr.  Raeper,  and  the  success  which  attended  his  efiorts 
in  promoting  the  general  welfare  of  the  society,  which 
was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condition.  Mr.  Raeper, 
in  reply,  thanked  the  members  heartily  for  their  kind 
expressions,  and  the  group,  which  would  be  valued  by 
himself  and  family,  and  to  him  would  be  a  reminder 
of  the  many  pleasant  days  spent  with  his  brother 
members.  In  conclusion  he  wished  to  call  attention 
to  the  excellent  syllabus  for  the  winter  meetings,  and 
urged  the  members  to  be  present  on  all  occasions  when 
lectures  and  papers  were  given,  and  to  assist  the  library 
with  donations  of  books.  J.  P.,  Hon.  Sec. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Me.  p.  J.  HuDD  was  voted  to  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  Dec.  11.  After  the  routine  business 
had  been  transacted,  Mr.  J.  Potter  brought  a  new 
water  under  the  notice  of  the  society,  and 
after  considerable  discussion  it  was  decided  to 
postpone  a  definite  decision  in  the  matter  until 
fuller  particulars  had  been  obtained.  Some  of  our 
members  have  obtained  very  good  sport  since  last 
week.  Mr.  P.  Berry  has  taken  301b.  of  roach  up  to 
IJlb.  from  the  Avon.  Mr.  S.  Stone,  601b.  of  pike  up 
to  nearly  101b.  Mr.  J.  Parson  fair  roach  from  the 
Thames.  Mr.  J.  Potter,  roach ;  Mr.  A,  J.  Hersant, 
pike  from  the  Stour,  and  Messrs.  H.  Dunn  and  G. 
Westrup  several  pike  from  the  Ouse,  but  all  small. — 
G.  W. 
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(Totresponbence* 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


THE  BALLAN  WRASSE. 

Dear  Sir, — By  parcel-post  I  send  you  two  specimens 
of  ■wrasse  caught  ofi  here.  Locally  they  are  all  called 
"cunners"  (Connor  Wrasse?).  Although  I  have 
caught  four  distinct  specimens  I  cannot  reconcile  any 
of  them  with  the  "Gilt-Head"  or  "Connor"  of 
Yarrell.  Probably  the  two  specimens  I  now  send  are 
colour  varieties  (inconstant '?)  of  one  species.  Can  you 
determine  what  it  is  ?  It  differs  from  Yarrell's  figure 
of  the  "Connor,"  especially  in  the  tail,  which  in  my 
specimens  is  larger  and  of  different  shape.  The  dorsal 
also  is  prolonged  to  (apparently)  touch  the  tail,  and 
the  vent  fin  is  armed  with  stout  prickles  near  the  vent. 
I  hope  you  received  a  Cottus  (or  CalUonijmus). — Yours 
faithfully,  A.  Wobsley, 

Marine  Hotel,  Salcombe. 

[We  sent  the  two  fish  to  G.  A.  Boulanger,  Esq., 
asking  him  to  define  them,  and  received  the  following 
reply]  :— 

"  British  Museum  (Natural  History). 
"  Dear  Sib, — The  two  fish  received  this  morning 
belong  to  Lahrus  mamlatus  (the  Ballan  wrasse). — 
Yours  very  truly,  "  G.  A.  Boulangbe." 


TRANSPORT  OP  LIVE  FISH  FOR  THE 
BERLIN  MARKET. 

Dear  Sib, — To  anybody  who  has  tried  conveying 
even  a  small  quantity  of  live  fish  for  some  distance 
the  trade  in  live  fish  as  still  carried  on  on  the 
Continent  must  come  as  a  surprise,  considering  how 
heavy  must  be  the  risk  involved  in  the  transportation 
and  keep  of  such  big  quantities  of  coarse  fish  as  are 
still  handled  every  year  by  the  dealers  over  here. 

I  have  before  me  the  figures  referring  to  1896  (by  no 
means  an  abnormal  year)  for  the  Berlin  markets. 

Out  of  9937  tons  of  fish  (sea  and  freshwater  fish) 
imported  into  Berlin  in  that  year  no  less  than 
2530  tons  were  live  fish— namely,  1220  tons  of  pike ; 
300  tons  of  carp  ;  324  tons  of  tench  ;  .342  tons  of  eels  ; 
12  tons  of  zander  (pike-perch)  ;  332  tons  of  bream^ 
whiteSsh,  etc.  These  2530  tons  represent  a  wholesale 
value  of  no  less  than  £157,000. 

Of  the  300  tons  of  live  carp  200  tons  are  sold  for 
Christmas  and  the  New  Year. 

The  zander  is  a  particularly  delicate  fish  to  handle, 
and  besides  the  small  quantity  of  12  tons  of  live  zander 
quite  2000  tons  of  this  favourite  fish  are  imported  dead 
(frozen)  from  Russia.— Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

TAPERED  OR  UNTAPERED  CASTS. 

Deae  Sir, — My  experience,  a  fairly  long  one,  is 
entirely  in  favour  of  tapered  casts  as  being  well  worth 
the  little  extra  trouble  for  anglers  who  make  their 
own,  while  they  are  to  be  had  from  good  tackle  makers 
at  very  reasonable  prices.  I  quite  agree  with  you 
that  they  cast  better  against  or  across  wind,  and  I 
would  add  in  all  cases  straigbter  and  truer,  in  addition 
to  the  immense  advantage  that  should  a  breakage 
occur  it  will  be  only  near  the  fly.  I  like  a  very 
thorough  taper,  top  length  of  gut  as  thick  as  end  of 
reel  line,  a  good  taper  to  which  is  also  very  desirable. 
—Yours  faithfully,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Dec.  8,  1901. 


"HAPPY  THOUGHTS  OF  AN  AMATEUR 
FLY-DRESSER." 
Dear  Sir, — I  hear  by  an  indirect  route  that  certain 
of  your  readers  have  been  enquiring  (on  the  strength, 
I  suppose,  of  my  recent  paper  under  this  head)  whether 
I  am  a  person  whose  veracity  is  to  be  relied  on.  I 
think  it  better  to  let  my  fishing  record  for  September 
on  the  Erlaubnitz  speak  for  itself.  The  third  and 
fourth  columns  are  the  records  of  my  brother  and 
myself,  and  the  fifth  contains  our  daily  total.  In  the 
sixth  column  the  days  when  we  fished  half  time  only 
are  noted. 


Date. 
1901. 
Sept.  10 

,,  11 
„  12 
„  13 

..  14 
Sunday  15 
„  16 
,.  17 
„  18 
,.  19 
„  20 
,.  21 
Sunday  22 
„  23 
..  24 


Station. 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 

8* 

4 
5 
2 

4 
3* 


Individual 
catches. 


4 

12 
12 
12 

8 

21 

21 
8 
32 
21 
17 

29 
10 

207 


12 
15 
14 
6 
17 

17 
30 
11 
42 
31 
22 

21 

13 

251 


Total 

Days 

catch. 

fished 

16 

1 

2 

27 

1 

26 

1 

18 

h 

25 

1 

38 

1 

51 

1 

19 

h 

74 

1 

52 

1 

39 

1 

50 

1 

23 

1 

458 

Hi 

On  each  occasion  we  got  trout  up  to  2Jlb.  and 
several  grayling  of  21b.  On  Sept.  19  the  riparian  owner 
vowed  we  had  caught  87,  but  our  own  note  is  74.  The 
above  record  is,  with  the  exception  of  the  stations 
being  numbered  instead  of  named,  an  exact  copy  of 
the  entries  I  made  in  my  note-book  from  day  to  day 
during  our  trip.  I  know  the  sport  is  good  enough  to 
excite  scepticism,  but  in  another  German  trip  last 
year  in  a  similar  space  of  time  I  took  287  trout  and 
grayling  as  against  my  score  of  this  year.  For  the 
time  of  year  the  locals  considered  our  catches  remark- 
able, as  by  September  it  is  considered  that  fly  fishing 
is  over,  but  in  May  and  June  fabulous  catches  are 
reported.  In  a  tributary  a  local  "  fischer  " — that  is, 
professional  fishermen— told  us  that  a  German  Count 
caught  in  six  days'  fishing  1056  trout  from  two  pounds 
downwards.  The  ordinary  run  of  fish  in  that  tributary 
seems  (judging  from  a  day's  sport  on  a  bushed  length, 
not  included  in  the  above  table,  which  relates  to  the 
main  river  only)  to  be  about  five  ounces.  You  will  realise 
that  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  publish  to  the  world 
the  names  of  the  various  stations  where  we  fished, 
even  if  it  exposes  us  to  the  misconceptions  of  the 
incredulous.  With  regard  to  weights,  the  fish  being 
kept  alive  by  the  riparian  owners  it  is  manifestly 
impossible  to  weigh  a  basket,  but  a  scale  of  inches  is 
cut  on  my  landing  net,  by  the  aid  of  which  I  am  able 
to  estimate  the  weight  of  trout  and  grayling  with 
great  precision. — Yours  truly,  Val  Cosson 

[From  our  knowledge  of  "  Val  Conson  "  we  are  quite 
sure  he  would  under-estimate  rather  than  over 
estimate  his  bag. — Ed.] 


WHEN  TO  PUT  IN  TROUT  TO  RESTOCK 
A  WATER. 

Deab  Sir, — I  am  restocking  a  small  stretch  of  the 
River  Itcheu  with  trout.  Would  you  kindly  tell  me, 
through  your  "Answers  to  Correspondents"  in  the 
Fishing  Oazettc,  which  is  the  best  season  of  the  year 
to  put  them  in,  and  should  they  be  put  in  the  deepest 
water  or  rather  shallow  ?  Thanking  you  very  much 
in  anticipation,— Yours  faithfully,  S.  H.  S. 

[It  depends  on  circumstances,  but  without  more 
information  before  us  we  should  say  that  as  late  in 
the  spring  as  the  fish  can  safely  be  transported  is  the 
best  time.  Pood  is  then  becoming  more  abundant, 
the  dangers  from  winter  weather  and  floods  are  over, 
and  the  fish  are  far  less  likely  to  be  carried  down  than 
they  are  if  turned  in  in  the  winter.  As  to  where  they 
are  turned  in  does  not  much  matter,  but  spread  equally 
over  the  water  to  be  stocked  is  perhaps  the  best  plan. 
The  fish  should  not  be  suddenly  turned  out  of  the 
carriers  into  the  river. — En.] 


*  At  Station  No.  3  the  flsli  were  few,  bnt  of  good  size. 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sib, — -Not  having  any  desire  to  prolong  the 
correspondence  under  this  heading  to  an  undue  length, 
I  intended  by  my  last  letter  to  close  the  same  as  far  as 
I  was  concerned,  but  Mr.  Simms'  letter  of  Deo.  7 
compels  a  reply  on  my  part,  though  this  will  be  the 
last. 

Mr.  Simms,  evidently  regarding  my  last  as  final, 
proceeds  to  emphatically  deny  the  allusions  to  the 
"Thames  and  southern  streams"  contained  in  his 
first  letter  that  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Oct.  12,  and  which  was  written  ostensibly  about  the 
trout  in  the  Zoo,  but  under  cover  of  which  he  cast 
aspersions  on  the  size  of  west  country  trout,  giving 
voice  to  the  opinion  that  anglers  who  fished  the 
Thames  and  southern  streams  would  not  give  west 
country  trout  a  place  in  their  baskets ! 

If  that  was  not  giving  reference  to  the  Thames  and 
southern  streams,  I  do  not  know  what  construction 
can  be  placed  on  it,  yet  Mr.  Simms  boldly  accuses  me 
of  being  the  originator  of  the  inclusion  of  the  Thames, 
etc.,  in  the  correspondence. 

I  cannot  understand  why  Mr.  Simms  should  now 
endeavour  to  repudiate  his  statements,  which  were 
certainly  very  plain  to  me  and  were  doubtless  also 
plain  to  a  good  many  others  who  may  have  read  them, 
for  it  is  quite  evident  that  Mr.  Simms  did  make  com- 
parisons quoting  the  Thames  and  southern  streams, 
which  called  forth  my  first  letter.  It  was  not  my 
intention  to  quibble  over  the  subject  at  all,  but  when 
a  man  makes  statements  which  appear  in  ptint  and 
then  denies  ever  having  made  them,  it  is  going  beyond 
a  joke. 

I  pass  over  the  remark  with  which  Mr.  Simms  sees 
fit  to  conclude  his  letter. — Yours  faithfully, 
Ernest  Websteb, 
Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  SERPENTINE  (?). 

Sib, —  Some  months  back  it  was  stated  in  an  evening 
paper  (the  Globe)  that  the  Queen's  Mere  at  Wimbledon 
had  been  drawn  ofi  and  one  trout  was  found.  A  charge 
of  about  five  shillings  a  day  had  been  customary  for 
fishing  in  this  privileged  water,  it  being  supposed  to 
contain  many  trout.  Now  I  assume  this  water 
belongs  to  the  Crown,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  a  crying  shame  that  the 
Serpentine  cannot  be  stocked  with  two-year-old  trout 
every  spring  and  fly  fishing  only  allowed  at  a  rate,  say, 


of  a  shilling  an  hour,  in  addition  to  boat  hire  (as 
fishing  could  not  be  allowed  from  the  banks) ;  in  this 
way  the  expense  of  stocking  would  be  easily  covered. 
Rich  and  poor  alike  could  enjoy  the  sport  for  short  or 
long  times,  according  to  his  means.  Think  of  the 
grand  sport  on  a  fine  breezy  day  there  would  be  on  the 
water.  The  record  of  fish  caught  tallied  with  those 
put  in  would  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  number  remaining. 
No  more  watch  keeping  would  be  necessary  than  is  at 
present  devoted  to  the  water. 

If  the  Crown  declined  to  make  the  start,  an  associa- 
tion might,  by  subscription,  do  this,  the  value  of  such 
subscription  to  be  taken  out  in  fishing  tickets. 

If  you  and  your  angling  contemporaries  would  take 
the  matter  up  surely  something  might  be  done. — Yours 
truly,  J.  KiN(iSiON  Barton. 

P.S. — If  ever  salmon  return  to  the  Thames  the 
reach  of  water  between  Battersea  and  Chelsea  Bridges 
will  be  a  fine  fly  or  harling  water,  as  of  late  years  a 
most  clean  gravelly  bottom  has  formed  in  that  part  of 
the  river. 


RE  PIKE  WITH  A  TUMOUR. 
Deae  Sir, — There  is  nothing  very  peculiar  in  fish 
having  tumours.  The  pike  Mr.  H.  Lovatt  sent  you 
may  have  met  with  an  accident— possibly  a  blow 
causing  rupture  of  the  intestines,  which  got  distended 
with  fluid,  and  caused  protrusion  in  the  fish's  side. — 
Yours  truly,  Alf.  Jardixe. 


COARSE    FISHING   NEAR"' NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TYNE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  glad  if  someone  will 
give  me  a  little  information  in'  regard  to  the  coarse 
fishing  in  this  district,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Is  there 
any  pike  to  be  caught  within  a  radius  of,  say,  forty 
miles'?  Coming  into  this  neighbourhood  quite  a 
stranger,  I  was  astonished  to  find  the  Tyne  so  beautiful 
a  river  and  yet  worthless  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view.    I  hope  someone  will  respond. — Yours  truly, 

W.  G.  WOODALL. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Murton  will  kindly  reply  to  this 
query.  We  are  not  sure  that  his  capital  fishing 
guide  refers  to  any  but  salmon  and  trout  fishing. — Ed.] 

BODIES  FOR  PALE  iDUNS. 
Deae  Sib, — Seeing  an  article  on  "The  Little  Pale 
Blue  of  Commerce  "  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  7,  I  venture 
to  give  two  bodies  which  I  have  found  most  successful 
when  the  very  Pale  Duns  are  on  the  water,  including 
the  Pale  Evening  Dun,  the  Sky  Blue,  the  little  Pale 
Blue,  and  others. 

Knowing  the  importance  of  these  flies,  and  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  dressings  of  Ronalds,  Francis, 
and  other  authorities,  I  worked  at  the  imitations  until 
I  arrived  at  the  following  : — 

(1)  Thin  strip  of  swan  quill  over  cream  coloured  or 
pale  primrose  tying  silk.  The  white  quill  to  be  split 
as  described  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Halford  in  preparing  bodies 
for  his  Black  Gnat,  etc.  If  of  the  right  thickness  it 
will  allow  just  sufficient  colour  of  the  silk  to  show 
through  and  give  a  very  delicate  olive  colour ;  if  too 
thin,  the  body  will  be  too  dark. 

(2)  Detached  body  of  unstained  gut  over  a  foun- 
dation of  split  bristle  doubled.  The  colour  of  this 
body  can  be  slightly  varied  by  using  bristles  of  different 
natural  colours,  and  for  the  very  palest  use  a  foundation 
of  natural  gut. 

The  success  of  these  bodies  I  attribute  to  their  bein" 
so  near  the  colour  of  the  underneath  part  of  the  bodies 
of  the  natural  flies. 

I  think  all  practical  fly-fishers  will  agree  that  Mr. 
Val  Conson  has  left  nothing  to  be  said  about  wings 
and  hackles.  The  Pale  Evening  Dun  has  a  very 
slight  olive  tinge  in  wing  and  makes  its  first  appear- 
ance about  the  middle  or  latter  end  of  May,  as  stated 
by  the  late  Francis  Francis.  The  detached  body  with 
palest  starling  wings  and  two  palest  honey-dun  hackles 
is  the  most  killing  pattern  I  have  ever  used  both  for 
day  and  evening. 

It  seems  a  pity  that  Mr.  Conson  did  not  try  Flight's 
Fancy,  Goose  Dun,  and  Autumn  Dun,  described  by 
Mr.  Halford,  all  of  which  are  killing  patterns  of  Pale 
Duns. — Yours  faithfully,  B.  Bayxha.m. 

Ballymascanlon,  co.  Louth. 


HOW  TO  EXTRACT  FISH-HOOKS.' 
Deae  Sib, — After  reading  your  extract  from  "Shoot- 
ing and  Fishing,"  I  think  another  hint  on  the  subject 
may  be  of  benefit  to  your  readers.    It  has  been  my 
ill-luck  to  get  several  hooks  fixed  in  different  parts  of 

my  body,  from  conger  hooks  to  the  smallest  flv  hook  

most  frequently  the  latter.  Now  my  plan  is  far  better 
than  the  American  one.  Hold  the  hook  firmly  as  near 
the  bend  as  you  can  and  give  a  quick  jerk  ;  the  hook 
will  then  come  out  the  same  way  that  it  went  in,  and 
scarcely  any  pain  will  be  felt.  Remember  to  set  your 
teeth,  and  don't  give  a  funky  half  pull,  but  a  hard 
jerk  as  if  you  were  trying  to  snap  a  piece  of  string. 
Of  course,  this  only  applies  to  small  sized  hooks] 
although  pretty  good  sized  ones,  if  the  barbs  are  not 
rank,  may  be  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  but  as  a 
rule  the  American  plan  should  be  adopted  with  them 
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The  worst  job  I  ever  bad  was  with  ^  spinning  flight  of 
very  large  triangles.  In  those  days  shooting  coats 
were  made  with  long  skirts  ;  mine  was  of  this  descrip- 
tion, with  bag  pockets  inside  ;  into  one  of  these  I 
carelessly  slipped  the  tackle,  and  in  getting  over  a 
stile  sat  on  the  top  rail  and  ran  three  of  the  hooks 
into  my  stern.  It  was  in  an  out-of-the-way  place,  and 
no  surgical  help  was  near,  so  the  keeper  made  me  lean 
over  the  stile  and,  ripping  up  my  breeches,  hacked  the 
hooks  out  with  a  blunt  knife,  putting  me  to  most 
excruciating  pain  duiing  the  operation.  Since  then  I 
have  never  carried  loose  hooks  in  my  pockets,  and  in 
every  tackle  case  carry  a  proper  surgical  knife. — Yours 
truly,  Edwin  Gosling. 


of  salmon  throe  times  a  day  during  the  season,  and 
their  views  on  the  subject  were  made  known  with  no 
uncertain  voice,  with  the  result  that  the  proviso  in 
question  was  thereafter  inserted  in  all  indentures. 

I  rather  think  there  must  be  a  good  many  of  your 
readers  who,  like  myself,  would  have  appreciated  the 
Squire's  feelings  anent  the  clumsiness  of  the  Scholar 
if  you  had  kindly  explained  what  exactly  cross-line 
fishing  means. — Yours  truly,  Nkjio. 

["Nemo"  will  find  cross-line  fishing  described  in 
the  articles  on  Irish  fishing  from  "The  Erne  and  Its 
Legends,"  which  we  gave  recently. — Ed.] 


FORMALIN  FOR  BAITS. 


FREE  FISHING  BETWEEN  WOODHAM 
LOCK  AND  ALDERS! [OT. 
Dbar  Sir, — The  whole  of  the  fifteen  miles  on 
the  Basingstoke  Canal  fromWoodham  to  Aldershotwit  h 
the_  exception  of  Mychett  Lake,  Frimley,  is  free 
fishing  ,  but  yom  correspondent  will  not  find  that 
portion  of  it  botVyeen  Byfleet  and  Frimley  worth 
fishing,  whilst  from  Frimley  to  Aldershot  the  water 
is  well  fished  by  the  military. — Yours  truly. 

Albebt  G.  Minton. 


SUCCESS  IN  SEA  FISHING. 

Dkaw  Sib, — Verily  all  true  sea  fishermen  of  sporting 
proclivities  will  readily  agree  on  one  point  in 
"J.  R.  O.'s"  production — namely,  that  he  is  no  sea 
fishermen.  They  will  also  be  inclined  to  add  that  he 
is  a  "pot  fisherman."  What  "sport"  can  ho  have 
experienced  in  hauling  from  their  haunts  huge 
denizens  of  the  deep  with  his  brobdingthiugummy 
tackle  ?  There  is  no  doubt  that  under  given  conditions 
fish  can  be  lured  into  the  pot  with  the  aforesaid 
machinery,  but  where  does  the  sport  come  in  from  a 
sportsman's  point  of  view  in  such  a  pull  devil,  pull 
baker  performance,  and  how  many  times  in  the  long 
run  will  fine  tackle  knock  the  other  into  a  cocked 
hat '?  Would  not  even  this  non-sea  fisher  have  felt  a 
little  enhanced  pride  had  he  captured  only  some  of 
the  number  by  sporting  methods  ?  Possibly  not ;  ho 
appears  to  have  found  more  solace  in  the  &  s.  d. 
results. — Yours  truly,  A.  G.  0. 

Woking.   

HEAVY  PIKE  IN  WINDERMERE  LAKE. 

SiE, — In  your  issue  for  Nov.  23,  "  Constant  Reader  " 
enquires  for  pike  fishing  within  one  hundred  miles  o 
Manchester.  I  wonder  if  he  has  ever  tried  Winder- 
mere Lake.  Of  course  there  are  plenty  from  21b.  to 
51b.,  but  there  are  also  plenty  from  201b.  to  251b.  for 
those  who  are  lucky  or  skilful  enough  to  catch  them. 
Less  than  two  years  ago  the  net  kept  by  the  Angling 
Association  for  keeping  the  pike  within  bounds  at  one 
draw  in  Pull  Wyke  Bay  had  five  pike  weighing  close 
on  SOlb.  There  are  hundreds  of  places  a  net  cannot 
touch,  so  it  stands  to  reason  there  must  be  lots  of  pike. 
One  was  caught  this  year  with  spinning  minnow  22^1b. 

14,  Birch-street,  Windermere.  F.  Green. 

[It  looks  as  if  a  clever  pike  fisher  would  have  a  good 
time  on  Windermere. — Ed.] 


FLY  FISHING  ON  WINDERMERE. 

Dkau  SiTi, — Early  in  April  of  the  present  year  a 
friend  and  I  got  a  few  hours'  fly  fishing  on  Windermere. 
Starting  from  Eowness  we  tried  all  the  length  of 
Belle  Isle,  a  beautiful  stretch  of  trout  ground  without 
a  sign  of  fish.  We  then  decided,  as  we  were  getting 
very  cold,  to  row  down  the  lake  to  a  point  about  half 
a  mile  away  below  the  ferry,  a  very  good  stretch  of 
water  for  trout. 

Almost  before  I  had  got  a  cast  my  friend  hooked 
and  landed  a  plump  trout  of  half  a  pound,  in  beautiful 
condition.  A  cast  or  two  later  I  rose  and  missed  one, 
seemingly  rather  less  than  the  one  caught.  This  was 
a  little  encouragement  at  any  rate,  and  we  began  to 
fish  with  more  care. 

Just  here  is  a  rocky  headland  standing  well  out  in 
the  water,  an  ideal  spot  for  trout,  and  the  breeze  was 
right  on  to  it.  We  fished  past  the  rock  without 
another  rise,  and  decided  to  try  the  same  piece  of 
water  over  again.  Putting  back  we  started  a  little 
higher  up  than  where  we  got  our  first  fish,  and  this 
time  were  better  rewarded,  my  friend  getting  two 
more,  neither  of  them  quite  so  good  as  the  first  one, 
still  nice  trout,  and  I  myself  got  one  three  quarters  of 
a  pound  and  another  about  six  ounces. 

Coming  to  another  headland,  or  rather  the  remains 
of  an  old  stone  pier,  I  rose  and  hooked  another  and  a 
better  fish,  which  fought  well,  a  good  pound  and  a 
quarter,  the  best  and  the  last  we  got.  We  tried  on 
for  another  hour,  but  it  was  getting  late  in  the  after- 
noon and  was  bitterly  cold,  and  we  never  saw  another 
fish.  However,  we  considered  we  had  got  quite  as 
many  as  we  could  expect,  as  it  was  anything  but  a 
likely  day,  cold  east  wind  and  gusty.  Five  out  of  our 
six  trout  were  on  Waterhen  with  pm-ple  body,  the 
other  one  on  Teal  with  crimson  body,  both  good  flies 
on  Windermere. — Yours  truly,  Rainbow. 


SALMON  ANGLING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Deae  Sie, — I  have  heard  from  Mr.  G.  G.  Blane  of 
what  is  to  me  a  novelty  in  the  art  of  angling  for 
salmon  in  Scotland.  The  method  is,  when  fish  are 
not  rising  in  a  pool  and  casting  without  response 
becomes  weary  work,  to  have  a  large  supply  of  stones 
handy  and  "  rock  "  [Kipling]  the  pool  therewith,  or 
get  one's  gillie  to  do  so.  The  shower  of  missiles  is 
said  to  ijritate  or  wake  the  fish,  and  when  an  accom- 
panying dainty  fly  is  offered  it  is  viciously  attacked, 
often  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  worthy  Northern  angling 
brethren  can  and  will  throw  further  light  upon  so 
singular  a  practice  voraciously  communicated  to  my 
informant,  himself  a  successful  salmon  angler,  but 
one  who  hais  not  had  visual  evidence  as  to  the  fact. — , 
Yours  truly,  Benwvan. 


LARGE  PIKE  SEIZED  BY  LARGER  ONE. 

Deab  Sie, — Referring  to  Mr.  Pigott's  extract  from 
O'Gorman,  many  years  since  a  monstrous  piko  was 
in  one  of  the  ponds  at  Langley  Priory,  Leicestershire. 
This  fish  used  to  devour  the  ducks  and  even  attack  the 
swans,  and  was  thought  to  be  at  least  401b.  in  weight, 
and  from  what  I  saw  of  it  I  do  not  think  its  size  was 
over  estimated.  Fishing  with  a  live  bait  on  one 
occasion  I  hooked  a  good  fish  which  I  reeled  in  to 
within  ten  yards  of  the  bank ;  suddenly  there  was  a 
dead  stop,  so  thinking  the  fish  had  run  foul  of  some- 
thing I  told  my  man  to  go  up  the  bank  behind  us  and 
see  what  it  was,  it  being  easy  to  do  so  as  the  water  was 
shallow  and  a  large  beech  tree  threw  a  shadow  over 
the  place  where  the  fish  lay.  He  immediately  cried 
out  to  me  to  put  my  rod  down  and  come  and  look.  I 
did  so  and  saw  a  monster  holding  my  fish  in  its  mouth 
and  worrying  it.  I  tlien  left  him  alone  for  at  least  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  hoping  he  would  gorge,  but  as  he 
showed  no  sign  of  so  doing  I  put  on  a  steady  strain 
and  gradually  hauled  him  in  within  reach  of  the  net ; 
it  was  a  very  large  one,  and  my  man  got  some  three 
parts  of  him  in,  as  much  as  would  go ;  he  then  gave  a 
heave  but  the  fish  slipped  out  and  darted  off.  Had  we 
had  a  gaff  we  must  have  had  him.  The  pike  I  landed 
weighed  over  91b.';  the  viscera  were  torn  out  and  the 
body  very  much  mangled.  We  tried  several  times 
afterwards  for  the  big  fish  but  never  got  a  run,  and  as 
I  left  the  district  a  year  after  I  never  heard  whether 
he  was  ever  taken. — Yours  truly,    Edwin  Gosling. 


THE  IRISH  PIKE  SHOOTING  SEASON  HAS 
COMMENCED. 
Deae  Sib,— The  usual  shooting  of  large  pike  has 
commenced  on  Lough  Corrib.  One  about  301b.  weight 
was  shot  near  here  on  Saturday,  Dec.  7.    I  hear  the 
tributaries  are  showing  a  very  fine  lot  of  trout  arrived 
in  spawning  quarters.    I  trust  they  may  have  fair 
treatment. — Yours  faithfully. 
Lough  Corrib,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

Cong,  CO.  Mayo. 


"PIKE-PERCH." 

Deae  Sib,- — Seeing  the  conjunction  of  the  words 
"  pike-perch  "  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  reminds 
me  that  I  have  seen  a  fish  at  the  fish-stalls  hsre  for 
sale  which  is  called  a  pike-perch,  and  is  said  to  come 
from  Germany.  I  do  not  know  the  proper  name  of 
this  fish.  It  is  stated  to  be  a  river  fish.  It  has  the 
body  of  a  perch,  but  less  hog-backed,  also  the  colour, 
the  spiny  dorsal  fin — spotted — faint  vertical  bars, 
strongest  towards  the  tail,  and  a  head  closely 
resembling  that  of  a  pike.  The  weight  of  those  I 
eaw  might  have  been  up  to  or  rather  over  21b.  It  is 
said  to  be  a  good  white  fleshed  table-fish,  resembling 
the  perch.    What  is  it  ? — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

Montreux. 


LICENCES— RIVER  WEAR. 

Deae  Sie, — Referring  to  letter  re  the  above  in  your 
issue  of  Nov.  30,  the  first  year  after  being  appointed 
Distributor  of  Trout  Licences  to  the  Wye  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  not  being  clear  as  to  fishing  for 
grayling  after  the  trout  season  closed,  I  wrote  the  late 
Mr.  Owen,  who  was  clerk  to  the  Board,  and  he 
informed  ine  that  a  licence  was  imnecessary.  I  took 
it  that  possession  of  trout  during  the  close  season 
being  an  offence  sufficient  protection  was  afforded. 

I  enclose  a  trout  licence  (used).  Possibly  the  Wear 
licence  may  be  differently  worded. — Yours  truly, 

R.  T.  Williams. 


THE  SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES. 

Deae  Sik, — Referring  to  the  letter  of  John  Waters 
in  your  issue  of  Nov.  30,  I  have  been  hunting  for 
articles  I  entered  into  a  good  many  years  back,  under 
which  I  was  apprenticed  to  the  then  master  of  a  City 
Company,  but  without  success.  The  articles  followed 
word  for  word  the  form  used  from  time  immemorial 
one  might  almost  say,  and  the  proviso  in  question  is 
that  the  apprentice  shall  not  be  required  to  eat  salmon 
more  that  twice  a  week.  In  the  good  old  times  we 
have  all  read  of,  when  the  cry  of  "  Clubs  I  clubs!" 
drew  every  apprentice  from  his  master's  shop,  the 
Thames  was  so  crowded  with  salmon  that  it  was  a 
staple  article  of  food,  and  one  of  the  cheapest ;  but 
even  a  prentice  "tum-tum  "  was  not  equal  to  a  diet 


Deab  Sib, — I  must  thank  Mr.  Charles  Hussey  for 
his  kindness  in  answeringmyquery— namely,  formalin 
for  baits.  I  also  apologise  for  committing  such  a 
heinous  offence  as  to  quote  Nov.  9  instead  of  Nov.  2. 
I  am  not  perfect,  and  only  hope  I  shall  never  do  worse 
than  to  quote  a  wrong  date.  The  reason  I  wrote  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  was  to  get  advice,  and  we  are 
never  too  old  to  learn.  I  only  want  the  experiences 
of  my  brother  anglers  who  have  used  formalin  with 
the  best  success.  I  might  mention  I  am  not  driving 
at  anything,  as  Mr.  Hussey  mentions.  In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  80  there  are  three  different  ways  of 
mixing  formalin  for  preserving  baits,  and  it  seems 
that  each  way  has  jsroved  a  success,  although 
Mr.  Hussey  says  the  recipe  you,  Mr.  Editor,  gave — 
narhely,  one  tablespoonful  of  formalin  to  a  pint  of 
water,  is  the  proper  quantity.  The  formalin  that  I 
got  was  purchased  at  the  stores,  and  the  following  vv-as 
printed  on  the  label: — "Normal  Formalin  Solution, 
manufactured  by  the  Formalin  Hygienic  Co.,  Limited, 
9-10,  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  E.G.,"  and  on  a  printed 
slip  round  the  neck  of  the  bottle  is  the  following : — 
Directions  for  preserving  bait — minnows,  etc. :  Mix 
one  part  of  the  Normal  Formalin  Solution  with  three 
parts  of  water.  Immerse  the  fish  in  this  mi.xture  for 
a  few  days,  after  which  the  strength  may  be  reduced 
by  adding  an  equal  quantity  of  water.  The  fish  will 
then  keep  for  any  reasonable  length  of  time.  It  was 
reading  the  above  that  made  me  ask  the  ([uestion,  and 
this  recipe  given  by,  I  presume,  the  makers  is, 
according  to  Mr.  Hussey,  ridiculous. — Yours  truly, 

Chaeles  Dejonge. 


THE  SPAWNING  OF  DIFFERENT  BREEDS 
OP  TROUT. 

Deae  Sie, — Now  that  we  are  in  the  midst  of  the 
spawning  season  I  would  like  to  ask  more  com- 
petent men  than  I  am  to  answer  a  few  questions 
regarding  the  spawning  of  the  different  breeds  of  trout 
in  the  rivers. 

We  have  two  different  kinds  of  rivers — rivers  which 
commimicate  with  lakes  and  rivers  which  go  into 
larger  streams. 

In  the  first  rivers  named  we  have  some  liig  lake 
trout,  which  ascend  to  spawn,  and  very  often  the  eggs 
are  fecundated  not  by  the  milt  of  their  own  breed  but 
generally  by  males  of  the  common  brook  trout.  Now, 
in  my  opinion,  comes  the  evil.  The  fish  so  bred  do 
not  remain  in  the  river  ;  they  return  to  the  lake  where 
their  mother 'came  from,  and  I  am  sure  that  if  you 
want  to  stock  a  river  well  you  must  take  the  eggs  from 
a  river  which  does  not  in  any  way  communicate  with 
a  lake,  but  with  streams  only. 

It  is  true  that  in  a  hatchery  it  is  easier  to  collect 
ova  from  big  lake  trout  than  to  breed  exclusively  from 
eggs  of  the  common  brook  trout,  but  it  is  quite 
different  for  the  rivers,  and  I  have  often  made  the 
observation  that  rivers  which  do  not  communicate 
with  lakes,  but  with  larger  streams  only,  are  generally 
much  better  stocked  with  ova  of  that  beloved  sporting 
fish  the  common  brook  trout. 

There  are  the  "proved  facts"  about  salmon,  why 
not  begin  also  with  the  trout  family  ?  It  is  a  proved 
fact  in  a  few  rivers  that  I  know  well  that  trout  fry 
descending  from  eggs  collected  from  "pound"  fishes 
are  more  sporting  and  ascend  much  easier  little 
cascades,  weirs,  trout  ladders,  etc.,  than  fish  descending 
from  six  to  eight  inch  parents.  I  would  like  very 
much  to  know  if  some  fishermen  have  made  the  same 
remarks  in  England. 

It  may  be  that  lake  trout  and  brook  trout  are  from 
the  same  general  family,  and  spawn  at  the  same  season 
and  time,  but  the  crossing  of  the  two  is  a  misfortune. 
In  rivers  what  we  like  to  find  is  fish  with  lovely  red 
spots.  Lake  trout  living  for  a  short  time  in  rivers  we 
do  not  care  for ;  they  do  not  give  us  the  same  sport 
with  the  fly  rod. 

Stock  with  brook  trout  only. — Yours  truly, 

Lausanne,  Jules  Couevoisiee. 

November,  1901. 

THE  SOUTH  WALSHAM  FISHING  RIGHTS 
CASE. 

Deae  Sib, — The  fact  of  a  "  tide  having  been  clearly 
proved "  will  not  avail  in  the  South  Walsham  case 
unless  it  is  within  mean  high-water  mark — that  is  to 
say,  half  way  between  the  high-water  marks  of  spring 
and  neap  tides. — Yours  truly,  R.  N. 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 


All  matter  intended  for  insertion  in  the  issue  of 
Dec.  28  must  arrive  not  later  than  FIRST  POST  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  24,  owing  to  the  Christmas  Holidays. 
The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  as  usual  on 
Friday,  Dec.  27,  at  2  p.m. 


WITH  WHICH  13  INCORPORATKD 

ANGLING  AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  DECEMBEB  21st,  1901. 


"GOOD  LUCK  TO  ALL  ANGLEES." 


Times  out  of  number  as  anglers  have  started  off 
on  a  fishing  excursion  they  have  been  wished 
"good  luck"  by  relatives  and  fi-iends. 

If  you  have  your  fishing  rod  with  you,  are  in 
war  paint,  and  evidently  on  the  way  to  the  railway 
station,  and  you  meet  Brown  or  Jones  or  Eobinson 
it  is  with  a  hearty  "  Good  luck— don't  catch  a  cold  " 
that  he  shakes  your  hand  as  you  part.  "Good 
Luck  to  all  Anglers  "  is  an  old  toast  at  our  fishing 
festivities,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  re-echo  the 
wish,  and  do  so  most  heartily. 

It  is  not  all  luck  in  angling— at  any  rate,  not  all 
good  luck— so  there  can  be  no  harm  at  this  good 
wishing  but  bad  fishing  season  in  anglers  shaking 
hands  all  round  and  hoping  for  good  times. 

This  South  African  War  will  get  wound  up  some 
day,  and  I  am  firmly  convinced  it  will  prove  to 
have  been  a  splendid  thing  for  the  country. 

I  believe  there  is  a  well-grounded  feeling  of 
confidence  in  the  future  of  our  Empire,  and  that 
very  few  indeed  of  His  Majesty's  many  millions  of 
subjects  would  care  to  change  the  outlook  of  Great 
and  Greater  Britain  for  that  of  any  other  nation 


under  the  svm. 


B.  B.  Marston. 


THE  AMERICAN  STYLE 
OF  CASTING  FKOM  THE  REEL 
COMPARED  WITH 
STYLES  USED  IN  THIS  COUNTRY. 
By  E.  B.  Marston. 


Chiefly  from  the  books  and  letters  of  my  friend 
Dr.  James  A.  ilenshall,  the  great  authority  on 
the  black  bass  and  black  bass  fishing,  I  think  I 
know  enough  about  the  American  style  of  casting 
from  the  reel  to  be  able  to  give  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  fairly  correct  account  of  it.  I 
have  had  also  the  advantage  of  having  one  or  two 
lessons  from  American  anglers,  and  having  had 
practical  experience  in  casting  from  the  Notting- 
ham Eeel,  the  Malloch  Eeel,  and  in  the  Thames 
style  (that  is,  from  a  coil  on  the  ground  or  punt),  I 
may  be  able  to  give  a  useful  hint  or  two  in  com 
paring  our  styles  with  tlie  American. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  into  the 
history  of  the  American  style  of  casting  ;  suffice  it 
to  say  that  previous  to  Dr.  Henshall  it  had  been 
described  by  Genio  C.  Scott  in  his  capital  book 
"Fish  and  Fishing  in  American  Waters,"  pub- 
lished in  1869  by  Messrs.  Harpers  of  New  York. 
On  page  64  he  says  : — 

"  Casting  Menhaden  bait  for  striped  bass  from 
the  rocky  shores  of  the  bays,  estuaries,  and 
islands  along  the  Atlantic  coast  constitutes  the 
highest  branch  of  American  angling.  It  is, 
indeed,  questionable — when  considering  all  the 
elements  which  contribute  towards  the  sum  total 
of  sport  in  angling— whether  this  method  of 
striped  bass  fishing  is  not  superior  to  fly  fishing 
for  salmon,  and,  if  so,  it  outranks  any  angling  in 
the  world.  The  method  is  eminently  American 
and  characteristic  of  the  modern  angler  by  its 
energy  of  style,  and  the  exercise  and  activity 
necessary  to  success." 

Now,  Genio  Scott  was  a  keen  fly  fisher  for 
salmon,  and  gives  some  capital  descriptions  of  that 
sport. 

The  American  "  Eun  on  Jewels"  Multiplying 
Reel. 

One  of  the  best  reels  I  ever  used  was  a  good  old 
brass  multiplier,  which  was  given  to  me  in  the 
sixties  by  a  schoolfellow  who  had  read  Francis 
Francis's  book  and  took  his  advice — namely,  that 
if  you  had  a  multiplier  to  give  it  away  as  a  delusion 
and  a  snare.  I  used  mine  for  many  years,  and 
never  forgot  the  practical  lessons  it  gave  me  in  the 
value  of  rapid  winding  power.  All  the  same,  Mr. 
Francis's  advice,  combined  with  the  general  im- 
provement in  non-multiplying  reels,  practically 
killed  the  use  of  the  latter  in  this  country.  Not 
so  in  America ;  there  the  demand  for  the  multi- 
plier called  for  the  best  that  American  mechanical 
skill  and  science  could  produce ;  price  was  no 
object,  the  American  sportsman  thinking  nothing 
of  giving  from  ^3  to  £5  or  more  for  a  first-class 
reel  jewelled  in  all  its  bearings.  As  Scott 
describes  it : — 

"  Eeels  for  this  kind  of  fishing  have  taxed  the 
ingenuity  of  the  best  fishing  tackle  makers  in 
the   Union.     The   balance   crank   should  be 
designed  with  the  greatest  nicety  of  proportion 
to  prevent  a  momentum  hard  to  check  with  the 
thumb.  .   .   .  The  best  materials  for  reels  are 
supposed  to  be  German  silver,  brass,  or  bell 
metal.    The  wheels  should  run  on  jewels,  and 
be  so  covered  with  an  inner  case  as  to  protect 
them  from  salt  water.  .  .  .  The  reel  should  be  a 
triple  multiplier  (that  is,  one  turn  of  the  handle 
sends  the  barrel  round  three  times),  without 
check  or  drag,  and  large  enough  to  carry  from 
two  to  three  hundred  yards  of  fine  linen  line." 
Since  1869  all  sorts  of  so-called  "improvements" 
have  been  made  in  the  American  multiplier.  I 
have  one  with  three  triggers  on  it,  each  producing 
a  different  action  ;  but  I  much  prefer  the  plain 
multiplier  as  described  by  Scott. 

The  fact  that  the  most  powerful  fish  angled  for 
with  rod  and  line,  namely,  tarpon  and  tuna,  are 
all  killed  with  lines  wound  on  these  clock-like 
multipliers,  speaks  volumes  in  their  favour.  I 
remember  saying  to  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth, 
on  his  return  from  tarpon  fishing  in  Florida,  that 
I  believed  a  good  Nottingham  reel  would  do  just 
as  well  as  an  American  multiplier.  He  smiled  and 
said,  "  I  don't  say  it  won't,  Marston,  but  when  you 
go  tarpon  fishing  have  an  American  reel  and  rod 
and  line,  the  best  you  can  get,  in  the  boat  with 
you." 


The  Line. 

"The  reel  line,"  says  Scott,  "should  either  be 
of  linen  or  hemp,  hawser-laid,  or  of  braided  silk. 
The  latter,"  ho  says,  "  is  easiest  to  cast,  but  (and 
here  comes  in  a  bit  of  practical  experience)  not  so 
good  to  fasten  a  fish  by  a  strike,  because  of  its 
elasticity,  while  a  linen  one.  will  respond  at  a 
hundred  yards  to  the  slightest  strike."  A  hundred 
yards  is  a  good  way  off  to  strike  a  fish,  but  it  serves 
to  rub  in  the  genial  Scott's  argument. 

"  A  linen  line,  formed  of  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
strands,  and  strong  enough  to  sustain  a  dead 
weight  of  thirty  pounds,  sliould  be  stained  to  the 
colour  of  the  water,  when  it  forms  the  best  line 
possible  for  this  kind  of  fishing." 

The  Rod. 

"  The  rod  should  be  from  seven  to  eight-and-a- 
half  feet  in  length ;  the  material  either  hardwood, 
bamboo,  or  split-cane,  with  double  guides  one 
side,  lined  with  jewels  (agate),  and  the  other  made 
of  bell  metal,  with  a  jewelled  top." 

How  is  it  our  fishing-tackle  makers  have  never 
offered  us  rings  or  "guides  "  for  the  line  made  with 
interior  ring  of  agate  or  cornelian  or  some  hard 
stone.  Steel  revolving  rings  in  a  brass  loop  to  hold 
them  are  very  well  in  their  way,  and  far  ahead  of 
the  old  plain  brass  ring,  but  they  quickly  rust, 
especially  in  sea  fishing,  and  a  rusty  steel  ring  will 
wear  a  line  out  more  quickly  than  anything. 

Thdmb-stalls  necessary  with  the 
American  Eeel. 
"  A I  thumb -stall,  knitted  from  heavy  double  and 
twisted  woollen  yarn,  is  required  to  be  worn  on 
each  thumb  to  prevent  the  friction  of  the  line  in 
checking  the  too  swift  revolving  of  the  reel." 

How  to  Use  the  American  Eeel. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  rod  used  is  a  short,  stiff, 
and  powerful  weapon ;  the  reel  is  put  on  so  that 
it  is  above  the  rod  when  casting. 

Genio  Scott's  Directions  for  Casting. 
"  Now,  Doctor,  reel  up  your  line  so  that  the  bait 
will  be  within  a  yard  of  the  top  of  your  rod,  and 
make  a  cast  towards  that  whirl  which  you  see  was 
made  by  a  bass.  Your  reel  over-runs '.'  That  is 
unfortunate.  You  should  keep  your  thumb  on  the 
reel,  and  check  it  as  the  bait  drops  on  the  water." 

The  Doctor  says  he  is  afraid  to  make  another 
cast,  but  Scott  rallies  him  with — 

"  Hoot !  Doctor,  don't  be  too  modest ;  a  man 
who  has  shot  wolves  in  the  Black  Forest  and 
killed  salmon  in  the  Dee  and  Moisie,  is  not  easily 
demoralised  by  a  striped  bass.  .  .  .  See  that  your 
thumb-stalls  are  well  on,  and  that  your  line  is 
clear.  Now  reel  up  so  that  your  bait  is  within 
two  feet  of  the  top  of  your  rod,  and  when  you  cast 
hold  your  thumb  gently  on  the  reel-line,  and  as 
the  bait  touches  the  water  press  your  thumb  on  the 
line  on  the  reel  to  check  the  reel  at  once  and 
prevent  it  over-running." 

I  am  afraid  that  I  have  lent  somebody  my  copy 
of  Dr.  Henshall's  "  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  and 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  his  directions  for 
casting,"^  but  I  see  from  a  supplement  to  that  work, 
called  "  More  about  the  Black  Bass,"  that  he 
mentions  that  in  1880  in  a  bait-casting  competition 
three  anglers  cast  upwards  of  fifty  yards  in  the 
American  style,  the  weight  being  a  5OZ.  lead,  and 
the  rods  eight  feet  three  inches  in  length  and 
weighing  9oz.  This  is  very  good  casting.  One 
gentleman,  Mr.  A.  F.  Dressel,  out  of  five  casts 
made  three  over  fifty  yards  and  one  over  fifty-five 
yards.  Doubtless  since  1880  these  distances  have 
been  much  exceeded. 

Now,  to  cast  fifty-five  yards  from  the  reel  with 
only  a  half-ounce  weight  shows  that  this  American 
style  is  not  to  be  sneezed  at.  I  think  the  only 
metal  reel  made  in  this  country  which  would  do  it 
with  the  same  weight  is  the  beautiful  "  Silex " 
reel,  the  patent  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of 
Alnwick.  With  this  reel  Mr.  Emery  has  beaten  all 
records  by  many  yards,  but  I  forget  at  the  moment 
what  was  the  weight  of  the  lead  he  cast. 

In  the  American  style,  then,  the  rod  is  held  so 
that  the  reel  is  held  above  the  rod.  The  right 
hand  grasps  the  rod  behind  the  reel  so  that  the 
thumb,  protected  by  a  thumb-stall,  can  be  2^>'essed 
against  the  line  on  the  barrel  of  the  reel  (at  the 
back  of  the  reel),  just  as  in  casting  from  the 
Nottingham  reel  the  finger  or  fingers  are  pressed 
against  the  rim  of  the  reel  to  check  it  at  the 
proper  moment. 


*  I  found  I  had  done  so  in  the  Fishint/  (Jazette  some  years  .igo, 
and  so  copy  from  that. 
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Supposing  tlie  angler  has  wound  up  the  bait  to 
within  two  feet  of  the  top  of  the  rod  and  is  about 
to  make  a  cast,  he  holds  the  rod  in  the  right 
hand  (somewhat  as  a  foil  is  held  in  fencing),  brings 
the  right  hand  round  to  the  left  until  the  bait  is 
almost  touching  the  ground  behind  the  angler,  ; 
who  faces  the  water  he  is  fishing,  then  with  the 
thumb  on  the  line  on  the  barrel  with  an  upward 
and  outward  sweep  the  rod  is  brought  round,  at 
first  slowly  and  then  with  more  impetus.  This,  of 
course,  puts  a  "  pull  "  on  the  bait,  and  the  thumb 
being  lifted  the  line  flies  off  the  reel  and  is  carried 
out  by  the  bait  in  the  direction  the  angler  wishes  it 
to  go.  Then,  just  before  it  touches  the  water,  the 
thumb  is  applied  to  the  revolving  barrel  of  the  reel 
and  the  over-run  is  gently  checked. 

An  expert  can  also  cast  by  bringing  the  bait 
forward  over  the  shoulder  as  in  fly  fishing,  and  of 
course  with  much  greater  average  accuracy  than 
by  any  right  to  left  or  left  to  right  swing  cast. 
This  overhand  cast  can  of  course  be  used  in  the 
Thames  style  of  casting,  and  is  very  deadly  in  the 
hands  of  an  expert  like  the  late  Mr.  Collinson, 
keeper  on  the  Matlock  Association  water,  or  Mr. 
Ward,  made  famous  in  the  FisJmirf  Gazette  many 
years  ago  by  A.  R.  I.  E.  L.'s  articles  on  "  Fly- 
Fishing  Spinning." 

De.  Henshall's  Directions  for  Casting  in  the 
American  Style. 
I  now  give  Dr.  Henshall's  directions  for  casting 

(I  gave  them  once  before  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 

some  years  ago)  with  his  diagrams. 

"  In  rigging  the  cast  for  the  minnow,  the  reel 
must  be  placed  underneath  the  rod,  on  a  line 
with  the  guides.  :\Iany  anglers  use  the  reel  on  i 
top,  but  this  is  essentially  wrong.  The  weight  \ 
of  the  reel  naturally  takes  it  under  the  rod, 
where  it  balances  better  and  enables  the  rod  to 
be  held  more  steadily  ;  the  strain  of  the  Ime  also 
falls  upon  the  guides,  which  ensures  a  more 
perfect  working  of  the  rod.  Both  click  and 
multiplying  reels  should  always  be  used  under- 
neath ;  they  are  intended  to  be  so  used,  and  it 
will  be  found  far  the  best  way  when  one  becomes 
accustomed  to  this  plan. 

Making  the  Cast. 
Now  reel  up  the  line  until  the  sinker  or 
swivel,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  at  the  tip  of  the 


Diagram  to  show  Position  in  Casting. 

rod,  and  we  are  ready  to  make  a  cast,  which  I 
wUl  now  endeavour  to  explain  with  the  aid  of 
the  annexed  diagram  and  cuts  : 

"  In  the  diagram  A  represents  the  angler.  We 
are  supposed  to  be  looking  down  upon  him  from 
above,  so  that  only  his  hat  and  rod  are  visible. 
He  is  facing  B.  The  angler  now  wishes  to  make 
a  cast  to  the  left,  X  being  the  objective  point  to 
which  he  desires  to  cast  the  minnow,  some 
twenty  yards  distant.  He  grasps  the  rod  imme- 
diately below  the  reel  with  the  right  hand,  with 
the  thumb  resting  lightly  but  firmly  upon  the 
spool  to  control  the  rendering  of  the  line ;  the 
right  arm  is  extended  downward,  slightly  bent, 
with  the  elbow  near  the  body  and  with  the 
extreme  butt  of  the  rod  nearly  touching  the  right 
hip ;  the  thumb  and  reel  are  upward,  inclining 
slightly  towards  the  left ;  the  tip  of  the  rod,  or 
rather  the  minnow,  just  clears  the  groimd  or 
surface  of  the  water ;  the  position  of  the  rod  is 
now  in  the  direction  of  the  line  A  C,  inclining 
towards  the  ground  or  water,  making  an  angle  of 
about  thirty  degrees  with  the  line  of  the  shoulders 
X  Z  (the  inclination  of  the  rod  is  shown  fully  in 
Fig.  1)  ;  this  is  the  situation  at  the  beginning  of 
the  cast. 

"  Now  for  the  cast.  The  angler  turns  his  face 
towards  X,  the  objective  point,  without  turning 
his  body  ;  he  now  inclines  his  body  in  the  direc- 
tion of  C,  advancing  the  right  foot  and  bending 
the  right  knee  slightly,  and  makes  a  sweeping 
cast  from  the  right  to  the  left  and  from  below 
upwards  across  the  body  diagonally  until  the 
rod -hand  is  at  the  height  of  the  left  shoulder, 
and  the  arm  and  rod  extended  in  the  direction  of 
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A  D,  with  the  tip  of  the  rod  inclining  upward,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  2. 

"  The  movement  of  the  right  hand  is  almost 
in  a  straight  line  from  a  point  near  the  hips  to  a 
point  near  the  left  shoulder;  the  motion  in 
casting  is  steady,  increasing  in  swiftness  towards 
the  end  of  the  cast,  and  ending  with  the 
"pitching"  of  the  bait— instead  of  a  violent 
jerk — somewhat  similar  to  the  straight  under-  j 
hand  pitching  of  a  base-ball.  ' 

"In  making  the  cast,  the  right  elbow  should 
touch  the  body,  sweeping  across  it,  and  only  leave 
it  at  the  end  of  the  cast,  making  the  forearm  do 
the  work.  At  the  end  of  the  cast,  the  reel  and 
thumb  are  upward,  and  the  rod  forms  an  angle  of 
30deg.  witli  the  line  of  the  shoulders  X  Z,  and 
the  minnow,  instead  of  following  the  direction  of 


the  rod,  A  D,  as  some  might  suppose,  will,  from 
the  slight  curve  described  by  the  rod  during  the 
cast,  diverge  toward  the  left,  and  drop  at  X, 
when  the  thumb  should  immediately  stop  the  reel 
by  an  increased  pressure.  Casting  to  the  right 
is  just  the  reverse  of  the  above  proceeding.  The 
angler  being  in  the  same  position,  brings  the  right 
hand  across,  and  touching  the  body,  to  a  point  in 
front  of  the  left  hip,  the  thumb  and  reel  upward, 
but  inclining  toward  the  body,  and  the  rod  ex- 
tending in  the  direction  of  the  line  A  D,  with 
the  tip  downward,  as  shown  in  Fig.  3 ;  he  now 
turns  his  face  in  the  direction  of  the  objective 
point  Z,  inclines  his  body  and  advances  his  left 
foot  in  the  direction  of  D,  and  makes  a  cast 
from  left  to  right,  from  below  upward,  and  ends 
the  cast  Avith  the  right  arm  and  rod  fully 
extended  in  the  direction  of  the  line  A  C,  as 
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shown  in  Fig.  4,  while  the  minnow  takes  its 
flight  toward  Z. 

"  This  is  a  back-handed  cast,  and  ia  somewhat 
analogous  to  the  pitching  of  a  quoit. 

"  In  making  either  cast  the  body  should  sway 
slightly  and  siitiultaneously  with  the  rod  arm,  iu 
the  direction  of  the  cast,  to  add  force  and  steadi- 
ness, but  on  no  account  must  the  cast  be  made  by 
'  main  strength,'  for  it  requires  but  slight 
muscular  exertion  to  cast  forty  yards ;  and  on  no 
account  must  the  rod  be  carried  further  toward 
the  line  X  Z  than  an  angle  of  thirty  degrees, 
otherwise  the  bait  will  be  thrown  beliind  the 
angler.  Particular  care  must  be  taken  to  give 
the  bait  an  n^nvard  impulse  as  it  leaves  the  rod. 

"  The  first  cast  that  the  beginner  makes  will 
be  likely  to  throw  tlie  bait  behind  him,  for 


reasons  just  given.  He  should,  by  all  means, 
begin  by  making  short  casts,  and  lengthen  them 
as  he  perfects  liimself  by  experience  in  managmg 
the  reel  and  controlling  the  cast.  While  but  a 
few  yards  of  line  can  be  cast  directly  in  front  of 
the  beginner,  he  should  practise  casting  at  various 
angles  with  the  lioe  X  Z,  to  the  left  and  right. 

"  At  the  beginning  of  the  oast  the  thumb  presses 
firmly  upon  the  spool  of  the  reel,  until  just  before 
the  tip  of  the  rod  gains  its  greatest  extent  or 
elevation,  when  the  pressure  is  to  be  slightly 
relieved,  so  as  to  permit  the  release  of  the  line, 
and  allow  the  minnow  to  be  projected  in  the 
direction  of  the  cast.  The  exact  time  to  lessen 
the  pressure  of  the  thumb  and  start  the  minnow 
on  its  flight  is  almost  a  matter  of  intuition,  which 
can  hardly  be  explamed ;  howe\'er,  the  proper 
time  is  soon  learned  by  practice,  in  which  event 
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the  '  wi'inkle '  comes  to  be  performed  by  the 
angler  automatically,  or,  as  it  were,  unconsciously. 

"  The  entire  cast  must  be  made  so  steadily  and 
so  regularly,  and  the  rod  held  so  firmly  at  the  end 
of  the  cast,  as  to  prevent  entirely  any  undue  sway- 
ing or  bending  of  the  rod,  in  order  that  the  line 
may  follow  the  direction  of  the  minnow  in  its 
flight,  smoothly  and  evenly,  and  untrammelled 
and  unretarded  by  any  vibratory  motions  of  the 
rod.  I  trust  I  make  myself  understood  here,  for 
this  is  the  most  essential  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  most  difficult  feature  or  jjortion  of  the  cast  to 
explain  or  acquire. 

"  The  thumb  must  be  thoroughly  educated  to 
control  the  rendering  of  the  line  during  the  cast, 
and  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  continual 
and  jJdiisnt  practice  in  training  the  thumb  to 
^PPly  just  the  requisite  amount  of  miiform  pres- 
sure, to  prevent  the  overrunning  of  the  line,  or 
back-lashing  of  the  spool. 

"  The  beginner  should  make  up  his  mind  in  the 
first  place  to  keep  his  temper,  and  to  exhibit  no 
impatience  at  the  frequent  slipping  of  his  thumb 
and  the  consequent  snarling  and  tangling  of  his 
line.  The  more  calmly  and  philosophically  he 
views  these  annoyances  and  perplexities,  the 
sooner  will  he  overcome  the  difficulty,  and  become 
au  fait  in  the  management  of  the  reel.  The 
best  instruction  I  can  give  him  is  to  make  the 
pressure  of  the  thumb  gentle  but  firm  and 
uniform,  during  the  flight  of  the  minnow,  and 


with  the  rush  of  a  tarpon  or  tuna  or  salmon  the 
friction  is  tremendous,  and  the  naked  thumb  would 
be  cut  to  the  bone  in  an  instant.  Care  must  be 
taken  also  to  keep  the  fingers  out  of  the  way  of  the 
ugly  crank-balanced  handle. 

As  regards  the  use  of  a  "  Nottingliam "  or 
"  Silex  "  reel  for  fish  running  up  to  and  over  2001b., 
it  seems  to  me  there  would  be  a  danger  of  the 
spindle  being  bent,  as  it  is  fastened  to  the  reel  by 
one  end  only,  and  the  strain  which  will  pull  boat 
and  men  in  it  for  hours  must  be  very  severe. 

In  a  subsequent  article  I  hope  to  give  an  illus 
trated  account  of  the  different  styles  of  casting  as 
practised  in  this  country. 


PISCATOEIAL  POETICS. 


The  Henshall  Ameeicah  Eeel. 

to  stop  the  revolving  spool  the  moment  the  bait 
alights  on  the  water  by  a  stronger  pressure. 

"  These  directions  are  as  brief,  plain,  and 
explicit  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them ;  they 
embody  the  main  principles  involved,  and  the 
novice,  by  a  careful  and  practical  application  of 
them,  can,  by  perseverance,  soon  become  a  good 
caster  of  the  live  minnow. 

"  If  fishing  from  a  boat  on  a  lake  or  large 
pond,  the  angler  proceeds  in  his  boat  on  the  out- 
side, or  deep  water  side,  of  the  fishing  grounds, 
and  casts  in  towards  the  feeding  grounds,  the 
oarsman  rowing  rapidly  or  slowly,  or  holding  the 
boat  stationary,  as  circumstances  demand.  The 
boat  being  in  deep  water  the  fish  are  not  so  apt 
to  see  it,  which  is  a  great  advantage.    The  angler 
can  cast  in  any  direction  and  to  any  distance, 
greater  or  lesser,  within  the  length  of  his  line,  as 
he  may  desire.    He  can  cast  astern  and  proceed 
as  in  trolling,  or  cast  to  either  side,  or  forward, 
and  by  reeling  in  the  line  keep  the  bait  in  motion. 
It  can  readily  be  imagined  how  expert  casting 
has  so  great  an  advantage  over  any  other  method 
of  bait-fishiog,  and  that  when  once  acquired  it 
will  never  be  relinquished  for  any  other  mode." 
I  give  an  illustration  of  one  of  the  finest  American 
multiplying  reels,   namely,  the  "  Henshall  Van 
Antwerp,"  made  by  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Chubb.  There 
is  a  drag  action  on  this  winch,  and  two  distinct 
check  actions,  one  noiseless,  the  other  not  so.  It 
is  beautifully  made  in  every  way. 

Playing  a  Fish  with  the  American  Eeel. 
As  the  American  multiplier  is  controlled  by  the 
pressure  of  the  thumb  it  will  easily  be  understood 
how  necessary  is  a  good  thick  th\imb-stall,  for 


When  the  idea  of  a  short,  gossipy  paper  on  this 
subject  first  suggested  itself  to  me,  I  felt  somewhat 
doubtful  whether  it  would  be  possible  to  find 
sufficient  material  for  more  than  one  short  article, 
but,  as  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  are  aware,  a 
second  three-column  contribution,  pretty  plenti- 
fully provided  with  "  plums,"  has  been  set  before 
them ;  and  now  a  third  instalment  is  submitted, 
which  I  hope  may  prove  as  palatable  pabulum  as 
its  predecessors. 

The  now  wretchedly  threadbare — and  never  well- 
woven — definition  of  angling  as  "a  rod  and  line 
with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the  other  " 
certainly  never  deserved  the  attention  it 
^  has  received  in  some  quarters,  even  Doctor 
Johnson  having  posthumously  suffered  from 
its  being  fathered  upon  him.  Readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  are  aware  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  the  whimsical  brain  of  a  would-be 
itty  Frenchman.  But  were  any  refutation  really 
needed  it  might  be  found  in  Thomas  Love  Peacock's 
well-known  ballad  of  "The  Pool  of  the  Diving 
Friar."  The  merciless  warrior  "  Gwenwynwyn  the 
Bold" — who  had  found  the  philosopher's  stone, 
and  with  the  wealth  thus  obtained  hired  a  gang 
of  mercenaries  (poetically  pilloried  as  "  magnani- 
mous heroes"!)  by  whose  aid  he  laid  waste  the 
country  with  fire  and  sword,  and 

Did  mischief  enough  to  be  called  a  great  man- 
when  sated  with  conquest  sought  to  purchase  a 
passport  to  heaven  ere  the  final  summons  came  ; 
and  the  poet  describes  how  he  visited  the  Brother- 
hood of  the  Grey  Friars,  who 

Beside  a  wild  stream 
Refected  their  frames  on  a  primitive  scheme, 
and 

The  gravest  and  wisest  Gwenwynwyn  found  out. 
All  lonely  and  ghostly,  and  angling  for  trout. 
"  Gravest  and  wisest  "  !     There's  a  poefs  testi- 
mony to  the  kind  of  folk  that  go  angling  I  We 
have  most  of  us  heard  of  the  enthusiastic  Scotsman 
who    exclaimed,    after   witnessing   the   play  of 
Douglas,  "  Whaur's  your  Wully  Shakspaire  noo  '?  " 
and  in  a  similar  fit  an  enthusiastic  Waltonian 
might  very  well  exclaim,  after  reading  Shelley's 
friend  and  executor's  superlative  description  of  the 
fishing  friar,  "  Where's  that  sarcastic  Frenchman 
now?"     A  pretty  bit  of  description  follows  the 
lines  just  quoted  : — 
Below  the  white  dash  of  a  mighty  cascade. 
Where  a  pool  of  the  stream  a  deep  resting-place 
made, 

And  rock-rooted  oaks  stretched  their  branches  on 
high, 

The  friar  stood  musing  and  throwing  his  fly. 
But  the  ballad  goes  on  to  show  that  even  the 
"  gravest  and  wisest  "  of  mortals  may  be  moved  to 
anger  if  imtimely  interrupted  in  the  absorbing 
sport  of  angling,  for  when  Gwenwynwyn  offers  the 
philosopher's  stone  to  the  piscatorial  priest  "  for 
the  good  of  the  Church  and  the  good  of  the  poor  " — 
In  scorn  of  the  gift  and  in  rage  at  the  giver 
Ho  jerked  it  immediately  into  the  river  ! 
The  penance  performed  by  the  friar  in  expiation 
of  his  hasty  rashness  is  described  in  verses  which, 
charming  as  they  are,  may  not  be  quoted  here,  as  they 
have  no  further  beearing  on  the  subject  of  angling. 

A  casual  reference  to  the  "  fool "  remark  is  made 
by  Cotton  in  his  well-known  "  Angler's  Ballad," 
where  he  thus  cavalierly  dismisses  the  notion  : — 
We  care  not  who  says, 
And  intends  it  dispraise. 
That  an  angler  to  a  fool  is  next  neighbour. 
Let  him  prate  :  what  care  we  ? 
We're  as  honest  as  he ; 
And  so  let  him  take  that  for  his  labour. 


Tennyson,  in  his  ballad  of  "  The  Miller's 
Daughter,"  seems  rather  to  lean  to  the  fool  idea  of 
an  angler,  where  he  says — 

On  the  slope,  an  absent  fool, 
I  cast  me  down,  nor  thought  of  you, 
But  angled  in  the  higher  pool. 

Still,  it  may  be  because  he  was  in  love  that  ho 
thus  rated  himself,  for  lovers,  wc  know,  have 
through  all  time  been  deemed  deserving  of  the 
contemptuous  term. 

That  ingenious  Gascon  poet,  Guillaume  dc  Sal- 
luste  du  Bartas,  author  of  "  I^a  premiere  Seniaine, 
ou  la  Creation,"  to  whom  Walton  so  often  alludes, 
calling  him  somewhat  extravagantly  "the  divine 
du  Bartas  " — and  whom,  it  should  not  be  forgotten, 
died  of  wounds  received  in  that  great  battle  of 
Ivry  of  which  Macaulay  has  so  magnificently  sung 
— although  he  so  cleverly  describes  divers  fishes 
and  their  various  ways,  does  not  deal  with  angling, 
and  so  scarcely  comes  within  the  purview  of  these 
articles.  But  all  who  know  their  AValton  will 
remember  the  excellent  verses  he  quotes  as  by 
"  J.  Davors,"  of  which  the  following  lines  may 
serve  as  sample  : — 

Let  me  live  harmlessly,  and  near  the  brink 

Of  Trent  or  Avon  have  a  dwelling-place, 
Where  I  may  see  my  quill  or  cork  down  sink 

With  eager  bite  of  perch  or  bleak  or  dace  .  .  . 
The  silver-scaled  fish  that  softly  swim 
Within  the  sweet  brook's  crystal  watery  stream. 
All  these  and  many  more  of  His  creation 

That  made  the  heavens,  the  angler  oft  doth  see ; 
Taking  therein  no  little  delectation, 

To  think  how  strange,  how  wonderful  they  be ; 
And  whilst  he  looks  ou  these  with  joyful  eye, 
His  mind  is  wrapt  above  the  starry  sky. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  first  of  these  articles 
of  Byron's  attack  upon  Walton,  as  deserving  a 
hook  in  his  own  gullet  and  a  young  trout  to  pull 
it.  Possibly  he  drew  inspiration  for  his  idea  from 
the  lines  by  Dr.  John  Wolcot  ("  Peter  Pindar  "), 
who  in  his  "  New-(Jld  Ballads  "  expressed  a  some- 
what similar  notion,  thus  : — 

Why  fleest  thou  away  with  fear? 

Trust  me,  there's  naught  of  danger  here, 

I  have  no  wicked  hook 
All  covered  with  a  tempting  bait, 
Alas !  to  tempt  thee  to  thy  fate, 

And  drag  thee  from  the  brook.  .  .  , 

Enjoy  thy  stream,  O  harmless  fish ! 
And  when  an  angler,  for  a  dish, 

Through  gluttony's  vile  sin, 
Attempts— a  wretch  ! — to  pull  thee  out, 
God  give  thee  strength,  0  gentle  trout, 

To  pull  the  rascal  in. 

The  immortal  Bunyan,  it  may  bo  recollected, 
does  not  forget  the  value  of  angling  as  an  illustra- 
tion to  those  who  would  be  fishers  of  men,  as  the 
lines  in  his  famous  "  Apology  "  for  his  "  Pilgrim's 
Progress  "  will  show  : — 

You  see  the  ways  the  fisherman  doth  take 
To  catch  the  fish  :  what  engines  doth  he  make ! 
Behold  how  he  engageth  all  his  wits, 
Also  his  snares,  lines,  angles,  hooks,  and  nets. 
Yet  fish  there  be  that  neither  hook  nor  line, 
Nor  snare,  nor  net,  nor  engine  can  make  thine : 
They  must  be  groped  for  and  be  tickled  too, 
Or  they  will  not  be  catch'd,  whate'or  you  do. 

John  Armstrong,  who  won  Campbell's  com- 
mendation for  having  "  reared  poetical  flowers  on 
the  dry  and  difficult  ground  of  philosophy,"  in  the 
third  book  of  his  "Art  of  Preser\'ing  Health," 
praises  Liddel,  the  stream  "  on  whose  Arcadian 
banks  I  first  drew  air  "  :— 

Oft  

In  thy  transparent  eddies  have  I  laved ; 

Oft  traced  with  patient  steps  thy  fairy  banks. 

With  the  well-imitated  fly  to  hook 

The  eager  trout,  and  with  the  slender  lino 

And  yielding  rod  solicit  to  the  shore 

The  struggling,  panting  prey. 

Solicit  to  the  shore"  is  a  quaint  and  skilfully- 
tm-ned  phrase  which  deserves  to  find  storage-room 
in  the  memory-house  of  every  true  discijjle  of  "  the 
Master."     A  somewhat  similar  passage   to  the 
above  is  to  be  found  in  Smollett's  "  Ode  to  Leven 
Water,"  in  whose  "  transparent  wave "' 
Lightly  poised,  the  scaly  brood 
In  myriads  cleave  the  crystal  flood: 
The  springing  trout,  in  speckled  pride. 
The  salmon,  monarch  of  the  tide. 
The  ruthless  pike,  intent  on  war. 
The  silver  eel,  the  mottled  parr. 

There  is  excellent  poetic  quality  in  Thomas 
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Doubleday's  sonnet  on  "  Angling,"  as  the  following 
lines  show :  — 

Go,  take  thine  angle,  and  with  practised  line, 
Light  as  the  gossamer,  the  current  sweep ; 
And  if  thou  failest  in  the  calm,  still  deep. 
In  the  rough  eddy  may  the  prize  he  thine. 
Say  thou'rt  unlucky  where  the  sunbeams  shine. 
Beneath  the  shadows,  where  the  waters  creep. 
Perchance  the  monarch  of  the  brook  shall  leap ; 
For  Fate  is  ever  better  than  design. 
Wordsworth's  sonnet  written  on  a  blank  leaf  in 
the  "  Complete  Angler  "  must  not  be  omitted  :— 
While  flowing  rivers  yield  a  blameless  sport 
Shall  live  the  name  of  Walton:  sage  benign: 
Whose  pen,  the  mysteries  of  the  rod  and  line 
Unfolding,  did  not  fruitlessly  exhort 
To  reverend  watching  of  each  still  report 
That  Nature  utters  from  her  rural  shrine. 
Meok,  nobly  versed  in  simple  discipline. 
He  found  the  longest  summer  day  too  short. 

To  his  loved  pastime  given  by  sedgy  Lee, 
Or  down  the  tempting  maze  of  Shawford  brook- 
Fairer  than  life  itself,  in  this  sweet  Book, 
The  cowslip  bank  and  shady  willow-tree, 
And  the  fresh  meads — where  flowed,  from  every  nook 
Of  his  full  bosom,  gladsome  Piety. 
One  might  well  again  exclaim,  "Where's  that 
sarcastic  Frenchman  now  ?  "  Scott's  lines  are  per- 
haps more  familiar  than  Wordsworth's,  though  of 
a  different  poetical  quality  : — • 

Along  the  silver  streams  of  Tweed 
'Tis  blithe  the  mimic  fly  to  lead. 
When  to  the  hook  the  salmon  springs. 
And  the  line  whistles  through  the  rings ; 
The  boiling  eddy  see  him  try. 
Then  dashing  from  the  current  high. 
Till  watchful  eye  and  cautious  hand 
Have  led  his  wasted  strength  to  land. 
Among  those  who  have  treated  the  subject  in 
lighter  vein  Charles  Kingsley  ranks  high  for  his 
sparkling  parody  of  the  Bugle  Song  in  Tennyson's 
"  Princess  "— "  Blow,  bugle,  blow  "  :— 
0  Mr.  Froude,  how  wise  and  good, 

To  point  us  out  this  way  to  glory: 
They're  no  great  shakes,  these  Snowdon  lakes. 
And  all  their  pounders  myth  and  story. 
Blow  Snowdon  1  What's  Lake  Gwynant  to  Killarncy, 
Or  spluttering  Welsh  to  tender  blarney,  blarney, 
blarney  ? 

So,  Thomas  Hughes,  sir,  if  you  choose, 
I'll  tell  you  where  we  think  of  going, 
To  swate  and  far  o'er  cliff  and  scar. 
Hear  horns  of  Elfland  faintly  blowing. 
Blow  Snowdon !  there's  a  hundred  lakes  to  try  in. 
And  fresh-caught  salmon  daily  frying,  frying,  frying. 
Geology  and  botany 

A  hundred  wonders  shall  diskiver. 
We'll  flog  and  troll  in  strid  and  hole. 
And  skim  the  cream  of  lake  and  river. 
Blow  Snowdon  I  give  me  Ireland  for  my  pennies, 
Hurrah  1   for  salmon,  grilse,  and  Dennis,  Dennis, 
Dennis. 

We  seem  to  hear  another  but  a  very  different 
echo  of  Tennyson  in  Alsager  Hay  Hill's  tuneful 
and  poetic  ballad  "  Tom  Hartley,"  which  describes, 
in  a  manner  almost  worthy  of  the  late  Laureate 
himself,  how 

Ere  the  upland  dew  be  dry, 

Or  folded  flower  be  out, 
His  hazel  rod  will  arch  amain 

Above  the  plunging  trout. 
For  well  he  loves  each  stately  stream. 

And  well  the  noisy  rills. 
With  every  sullen  tarn  that  sleeps 

Amid  the  brooding  hills. 
Hence  is  he  dear,  both  far  and  near, 

To  every  fisher's  heart. 
Another  Izaak  given- to  earth. 

True  patriarch  of  his  art. 
Yet  sometimes  thoughts  of  sterner  strain 

Than  rod  and  line  suggest. 
Will  drift  across  his  busy  brain, 
And  harbour  in  the  breast. 
In  "  An  Angler's  Idyll,"  which  this  little  known 
modern  minor  poet  and  philanthropist  wrote  in 
May,  1861,  from  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  to  his 
old  fisher  friend,  W.  Dallbridge,  of  Lynmouth,  he 
compares  "  Cam's  dead  waters  "  to  "  the  bounding 
Lyn,"  naturally  very  much  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  former,  and  says  :  — 

Once  again. 
With  trusty  rod — best  sceptre— in  my  hand, 
Beside  the  bounding  Lyn  I  wander  forth ; 
And  oh  I  how  jocund  on  the  eager  ear 
Rings  out  the  merry  music  of  the  reel ; 
While  through  the  fluttered  woodlands  far  away, 
O'er  many  a  boulder  mossed  to  green  and  gold. 
And  many  a  winking  shallow  silver  clear. 
Runs  the  fresh  river.  .  .  . 


Many  and  many  a  time 
Can  I  remember  when  we  sat  us  down 
On  yon  hoar-lichened  crag  that  fronts  me  now. 
And  while  the  listless  noon  stole  idly  by. 
And  not  a  samlet  stirred  the  lazy  pools, ' 
Talked  o'er  our  treasures;  told  of  glorious  days, 
By  Barle  or  Exe,  when  every  creel  was  crammed. 
And  in  imagination  counted  o'er 
The  every  spoil  that  every  hour  had  won. 

Coming  now  to  writers  of  the  present  day,  Mr. 
Andrew  Lang,  in  his  "  Rhymes  a  la  Mode,"  has 
some  verses  of  excellent  quality,  entitled  "  The 
Last  Cast :  the  Angler's  Apology,"  but  they  are 
perhaps  too  well  known  to  need  quoting  here. 

The  reverend  gentleman  who  chooses  to  be  known 
as  "  Cotswold  Isys "  has  displayed  in  his  little 
book  "  Lyra  Piscatoria "  no  small  degree  of 
dexterity  in  dealing  with  tlie  self-imposed  task  of 
composing  lyrics  on  all  the  principal  British  fresh- 
water fish,  besides  penning  some  agreeable  if 
occasionally  rather  unequal  verses  on  flies,  fishing, 


THAMES  PIKE  FISHING  AT 
SONNING  AND  SHIPLAKE. 


If  I  was  asked  where  good  Tliames  pike  fishing 
was  to  be  had,  I  should  reply  that,  in  my  opinion, 
amongst  the  best  pike  waters  of  Thames  were  the 
two  miles  of  river  between  Sonning  and  Shiplake, 
for  the  reasons  that  there  are  plenty  of  undisturbed 
breeding  places,  also  "  harbours  "  in  the  shape  of 
dense  growths  of  reeds  and  sedges  where  the  young 
jack  find  refuge,  also  the  waters  are  not  heavily 
fished  because  punts  are  scarce  and  not  readily 
obtained  nearer  than  at  Reading  or  Henley,  both 
of  which  towns  are  some  distance  from  the  water 
I  have  mentioned,  and  of  which  I  liave  sketched 
a  map  for  the  guidance  of  pike  anglers  who  liavc 
not  hitherto  fished  there. 

The  easiest  way  to  reach  Sonning  is  by  the 
Great  Western  Railway  to  Twyford,  tlicnce  a 
pleasant  two  and  a  half  miles'  walk,  or  a  convey- 
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1.  Caught  211b.  pike  here. — A.  J. 

2.  Large  reed-llara  and  "lay-bye." 

3.  Long-eyot — pike  and  perch  hole. 

4.  Chnh  hole  and  swim. 

5.  Patrick  stream. 

6.  Excellent  "  spinning  "  water. 

7.  Plenty  of  perch  among  islands. 

8.  Back-water  for  pike. 


9.  Capital  pike  water. 

10.  Caught  201b.  pike  here.— A.  J- 

11.  Chub  hole. 

12.  Eddy — pike  water. 

13.  Shiplake  deeps— fine  pike  fisliing  here. 

14.  Shiplake  Church  and  Quarry. 

15.  Philliniore's  Island. 

16.  "  Cvit  "  to  Burrow  Farm— ^)-iua<e. 
Plenty  of  pike  in  main  river. 


and  fishermen.  The  lines  on  "  The  Pike  "  are  worthy 
of  mention ;  and  the  author's  appreciation  of  the 
Master  is  well  expressed  alike  in  "  Isys  to  Izaak  " 
and  in  "  The  Tercentenary  of  Izaak  Walton,"  from 
the  latter  of  which  the  following  verse  may  be 
quoted  as  showing  the  author  at  his  best : — 

"  My  odes,"  sang  Horace,  "  are  my  monument 
uSre  pcrennius,  tho'  my  body  die," 

And  in  sweet  prose  of  Nature's  ornament 
Walton  hath  wrought  his  immortality  : 

For  letters  live  when  brass  and  stone  decay. 

And  these  are  dumb,  but  those  will  speak  for  aye. 

The  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have 
occasionally  been  delightfully  diversified  by  original 
verses  on  the  subject,  but  these  need  no  recom- 
mendation from  me.  Special  mention  may  be  made, 
however,  of  the  pretty  verses  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Doveton 
which  appeared  in  a  recent  number. 

In  finally  taking  leave  of  this  fascinating  theme, 
I  crave  leave  to  add  the  hope  that  none  of  us  may 
ever  be  found  deserving  of  Shakespeare's  description 
of  Nero  as  "  an  angler  in  the  lake  of  darkness." 
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ance  can  be  hired  at  the  railway-station.  Sonning 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  of  Berkshire  villages,  and 
very  nice,  comfortable  lodgings  with  bed  and  board 
are  obtainable  at  many  of  the  houses  and  cottages 
there.  To  fish  the  water  properly  a  boat  or  punt 
is  indispensable  so  that  the  best  places  may  be 
reached.  Sadler  at  the  lock  lets  boats ;  a  punt 
must  be  previously  arranged  for  from  Reading. 

If  the  angler  elects  to  go  to  Shiplake  there  is  a 
Great  Western  Railway  station  there  and  some 
inns,  the  George  and  Dragon  close  to  the  ferry 
being  convenient  to  the  river ;  the  landlord,  I 
think,  accompanies  anglers,  and  provides  punt  or 
boat.  The  Daily  Mail  of  Nov.  30  published  the 
following  report  of  what  they  call  "  a  record  take 
of  Tliames  pike  "  : — 

A  record  take  of  Thames  pike  was  made  at  Shiplake 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Arlett,  who,  with  two  rods,  secured 
twenty  fish  which  weighed  about  lOOIb.  in  all.  The 
largest  scaled  71b. 

I  have  been  told  that  in  reality  731b.  was  the 
weight  of  the  entire  catch. 
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(  But  although  this  catch  was  a  good  one,  and 
shows  that  pike  are  plentiful  in  the  Shiplake 
waters,  yet  captures  far  exceeding  it,  especially  in 
fish  of  large  size,  have  been  made  on  many 
occasions.  For  instance,  fishing  at  Sonning  and 
Shiplake  with  my  old  friend  T.  W.  Reilly  on 
Jan.  3  and  4,  1877,  we  caught  twenty-seven  pike 
and  jack  weighing  1901b.,  the  largest  211b.,  17ilb., 
and  15lb.  Our  capture  was  laid  out  on  the  lawn 
of  the  old  French  Horn  Inn,  then  owned  by  Wm. 
Hull.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sonning  came 
to  see  the  fish,  including  the  late  Mr.  H.  J. 
AVitherington  and  his  son,  Mr.  I.  Witherington, 
who  pronounced  it  to  be  the  finest  catch  they  had 
ever  seen  from  that  part  of  the  Thames.  The 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  30  reports  that  during  the 
previous  week  G.  Arlett  with  two  of  his  patrons 
caught  251b.  of  jack,  best  fish  101b. ;  and  three 
days  afterwards  G.  Arlett,  fishing  with  a  friend, 
cook  six  jack  weighing  28lb.,the  largest  71b.  Both 
attches  were  at  Shiplake. 

At  the  lower  end  of  Long  Eyot  (see  No.  3  on  the 
map)  an  angler  visiting  the  Sonning  water  will 
find  a  "lay-bye"  and  quiet  eddy  where,  during 
fioods,  roach  and  dace  congregate  to  rest  from  the 
rush  of  water  in  the  river,  and  pike  naturally  come 
here,  too,  so  as  to  be  near  their  commissariat  or 
"  larder."  "  Eed  Spinner,"  the  author  of  "  Water- 
side Sketches,"  gives  a  good  description  in  that 
delightful  work  of  some  capital  sport  I  had  at 
Sonning  in  February,  1875,  which  shows  that, 
under  perplexing  circumstances,  perseverance  will 
sometimes  command  success  : — 

"  During  the  high  floods  that  occurred  in  the 
Thames  Valley  and  continued  for  several  weeks  in 
the  early  part  of  the  new  year  (1875),  the  pike 
fishers  were  completely  nonplussed.  One  well- 
known  among  them  went  up  the  river  as  soon  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  prospect  of  success  and  found  the 
water  in  colour  and  consistency  not  unlike  pea- 
soup.  All  his  efforts  were  unsuccessful  till 
luncheon  time.  Then  he  moored  his  punt  to  the 
rushes  commanding  a  quiet  eddy  (No.  3  on  map). 
Discarding  the  ordinary  methods  of  live  -  bait 
fishing,  he  affixed  a  perforated  bullet  on  the  trace 
a  yard  above  the  bait,  thus  improvising  a  '  ledger 
tackle  ' ;  the  result  justified  his  choice  of  both 
place  and  method.  His  live-baits  were  large  dace, 
and  the  yard  of  free  trace  below  the  bullet  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  pirouetting  in  a  pretty 
wide  circle.  The  angler  had  fortunately  '  struck 
ile.'  The  eddy  of  his  choice  happened  no  doubt  to 
be  the  furnished  apartments  into  which  a  large 
family  of  pike  had  been  driven  by  '  stress  of 
stream,'  and  the  bait  had  dropped  into  their  midst 
like  '  manna  in  the  wilderness.'  Their  pikeships, 
one  after  another,  simply  opened  their  jaws  and 
absorbed  the  treacherous  dace  without  moving, 
taking  things  ridiculously  easy  till  they  '  felt  the 
steel ' ;  then,  running  madly,  they  gave  splendid 
sport.  In  one  lucky  hour  the  angler  caught  six 
fish,  the  largest  of  them  13^1b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and 
8^1b.,  the  total  weighing  492lb." 

At  No.  12  on  the  map — that  is,  just  opposite  the 
ditch  and  bridge,  and  all  the  way  down  stream 
(13 — 13)  to  Phillimore's  Island — the  water  is  from 
ten  to  twelve  feet  deep,  and  the  pike  fishing  as  a 
rule  excellent;  it  is  best  to  use  "live  bait  snap" 
in  this  fiart  of  the  river  for  heavy  fish  live  here- 
abouts. No.  9  also  should  be  carefully  tried  as  it 
is  capital  water  averaging  six  feet  in  depth.  In 
the  "lay-byes"  and  eddies  (Nos.  2,  3,  and  8)  and 
among  the  islands  (No.  7),  it  is  best  to  fish  with  a 
single  hook  paternoster  tackle  and  small  dace  for 
bait.  If  fishing  for  perch  use  a  gut  paternoster 
tackle  with  two  hooks — worm  on  the  bottom  hook 
and  large  minnow  or  small  gudgeon  on  top 
hook. 

Any  other  information  required  by  anglers  visit- 
ing this  part  of  the  Thames  I  shall  be  pleased  to 
supply ;  meanwhile,  I  wish  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  may  enjoy  a  jolly  Christmas  and  a  pros- 
perous year.  Alfred  Jakdine. 


A  COLD-BLOODED  Scientist  has  just  administered  a 
death  blow  to  the  traditional  belief  in  "the  blue 
Danube."  He  watched  the  big  river  for  a  whole  year, 
giving  to  his  studies  an  hour  every  morning.  The 
result  of  these  observations  was  that  he  found  the 
water  to  be  brown  11  times  ;  yellow,  46 ;  dark  green, 
59;  light  green,  45:  grass  green,  25;  greenish  grey, 
69 ;  other  shades  of  green,  110  ;  and  that  it  never  had 
anything  like  the  hue  with  which  it  is  credited  by  the 
bards. 
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THE  GEE  AT  "  SHIPPE- 
SWALLOWEK." 


Beside  the  great  fact  of  the  existence  of  the 
Goodwin  Sands  as  a  serious  hindrance  to  navigation 
and  a  veritable  death-traii  to  "those  that  go  down 
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modern  science  do  not  invariably  agree.  The  stor\ 
goes  that  nine  hundred  years  or  so  ago  wliat  is  now 
the  dreaded  Goodwins  was  the  fertile  island  of 
Loumea,  the  estate  of  the  great  Earl  Godwin,  and 
that  as  a  punishment  for  his  sins  his  estate  "  sonke 
sodainly  in  the  sea."  This  is  romantic  but  uncon- 
vincing.   Another  tradition,  which  has  been  banded 


From  n  photo  by  C.  Hu 


What's  That  on  the  Goodwins  ? 


to  the  sea  in  ships,"  and  this  too  in  the  most 
crowded  marine  highway  in  the  world,  the  question 
of  their  origin  is  of  little  impoitance.  Whether 
they  are  the  cause  or  the  effect  of  that  tidal  mael- 
strom which  ceaselessly  beats  around  them  has 
been  argued  again  and  again.    During  the  twenty- 


down  by  Lambard  (and  ^vhile  giving  the  quota- 
tion I  must  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  Mr. 
L.'s  orthographic  eccentricities),  that  in  the 
reign  of  William  Eufus  in  1099  A.D.  there  was  "  a 
sodaine  and  mighty  inundation  of  the  sea,  by  wliich 
a  great  part  of  Flaunders  and  the  lowe  countries 


From  a  pliotohy  VT.  H.  Fronklin.'] 


The  Requiem  of  the  Sea. 


l^fopyrlght. 


four  hours  the  tide  sets  in  every  direction,  and  it  is 
supposed  by  many  competent  to  express  an  opinion 
that  tliis  causes  the  sand  to  collect,  as  it  will  do  in 
a  basin  if  the  water  be  caused  to  twist  round  by 
the  hand.  This  is  a  practical  but  not  romantic 
explanation.  Tradition  has  something  to  say  on 
this  point,  and,  of  course,  ancient  tradition  and 


thereabouts  was  drenched  and  lost,"  and  he  goes 
on,  quoting  from  Hector  Boethius.  "  this  place  being 
some  tyme  in  the  possession  of  Earl  Godwin,  was 
then  first  violently  overwhelmed  with  a  lightc 
sande,  wherewith  it  remayneth  covered  ever  since, 
but  it  has  become  withal  a  dreadful  gulfe  and  shippe- 
swallower."     "  Shippe-Swallower "   old  Lambard 
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christened  those  sands,  "  shippe-swallower "  tliey 
remain  to  this  day.  Yet  another  tradition  ascribes 
the  destruction  of  the  islands  to  a  terrific  storm 
iiccompanied  by  au  earthquake  in  1014  A.D. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  it  seems  tolerably  certain  that 
two  islands,  called  Low  Island  and  Tanatus,  did 
exist  here  in  Ciesar's  time,  as  he  distinctly  states 
that  in  entering  Portus  Eutupinus  (now  Eich- 
borough,  the  whole  coast  here  was  called  the  Littus 
Eutupinus)  his  galle\s  rowed  into  an  estuary.  Had 
the  Goodwin  Sands  been  under  water  it  would  have 
been  an  open  roadstead. 

Whatever  be  their  origin,  there  they  are  to-day, 
stretching  a  distance  of  some  eight  miles  between 
the  North  and  South  Forelands,  with  a  widtli  of 
about  four  miles,  and  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  mainland  at  its  nearest  point  (Deal).  The 
water  between  the  sands  and  the  mainland, 
sheltered  from  the  heavy  seas  caused  by  easterly 
winds,  is  called  the  Downs,  and  here  hundreds  of 
ships  of  all  nations  are  sometimes  lying  at  anchor 
waiting  for  a  change  of  \\ind. 

The  extent  of  the  sands  is  marked  by  four  light- 
ships— the  Noi-th  Sand  Head,  South  Sand  Head, 
East  Goodwin,  and  the  Gull.  The  Eev.  Thomas 
Stanley  Treanor,  in  his  delightful  book,  "  The 
Heroes  of  the  Goodwins,"  suggests  the  French 
word  la  guculc  as  the  origin  of  the  last.  Cassell's 
Dictionary  translates  this  as  "mouth,  jaws,  chops." 
I  venture  to  think  my  rev.  friend's  explanation  is 
not  only  ingenious  but  correct,  and  so  we  get  our 
phrase  "  chops  of  the  channel."  In  the  same  way 
he  derives  "  Do-wns  "  from  the  French  dunes,  sand- 
banks. It  is  more  thaii  probable  that  the  existence 
of  these  sands  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the 
conBguration  of  the  coast  line  in  their  vicinity,  and 
it  is  quite  certain  that  the  evolution  of  the  Deal 
boatman,*  renowned  the  world  over  for  pluck  and 
daring  and  heroic  disregard  for  danger  when  life  is 
to  be  saved,  is  due  in  a  very  large  measure  to  their 
proximity.  The  men  of  Eamsgate,  Deal,  Walmer, 
and  Kingsdown  are.  a  race  apart,  storm  warriors 
all,  who  have  again  and  again  undismayed  fought 
against  the  terrible  odds  of  the  elements  in  that 
noblest  of  all  causes — the  saving  of  precious  human 
life.  But  in  a  storm  on  the  Goodwins  the  most 
reckless  courage  would  be  of  little  use  were  it  not 
backed  by  skill  and  experience,  and  in  these  the 
men  excel.  From  their  youth  up  their  experiences 
of  the  various  moods  of  the  sands  are  gathered, 
each  day  their  skill  improves.  Many  of  them, 
especially  at  Kingsdown,  are  literally  "  sons  of  the 
Vikings,"  descended  from  the  Scandinavian  settlers, 
and  the  thousand  years  or  more  which  have 
elapsed  since  their  invasion  notwithstanding,  the 
Scandinavian  characteristics,  nay,  even  the  Scan- 
dinavian names,  are  still  to  be  found,  as  witness 
brave  old  Jarvist  Arnold,  for  many  years  the 
coxswaia  of  the  Kingsdown  lifeboat  Sabrina. 

It  was  this  gallant  old  man  who,  in  one  of  the 
worst  storms  ever  known  on  the  coast,  went  to  the 
rescue  of  the  crew  of  the  Glendura ;  the  lifeboat 
brought  ashore  all  it  could  carry,  and  the  lifeboat- 
men  being  thoroughly  exhausted,  another  crew  of 
eager  volunteers  took  their  places,  but  Jarvist 
stuck  to  his  post  all  the  time,  and  four  times  did 
this  hero  pilot  his  boat,  with  a  fresh  crew  each 
trip,  through  that  hell  of  raging  waters  to  the 
Glendura,  returning  the  last  time  with  the  proud 
signal  flying— "All  saved."  He  has  gone  to  his 
rest, 

Although  his  body's  under  hatches 
His  soul  has  gone  aloft, 

but  long  will  his  memory  be  kept  green  in  the 
service  he  loved  so  well  and  served  so  faithfully. 

It  is  men  like  this  that  live  on  the  coast  beside 
the  Goodwins.  The  difficulty  of  getting  any 
authentic  accounts  of  these  deeds  of  derring-do  is 
that  the  men  who  do  these  things  will  not  talk 
about  them.  Mr.  Treanor,  in  his  book  above 
referred  to,  has  rescued  a  few  of  the  accounts  from 
oblivion,  but  I  am  sure  the  rev.  gentleman  will 
agree  that  the  records  he  gives  are  only  a  "  sample 
frord  bulk,"  and  that  many,  many  books  would  be 
required  to  give  anything  like  a  complete  record  of 
the  lifeboat  services  of  the  past  thirty-six  years. 
Seldom  is  there  anyone  by  to  write  an  account  for 
the  public  newspapers.  It  happened  once  when  the 
Eamsgate  lifeboat  saved  the  crew  of  the  Indian 
Chief.  A  finer  piece  of  lifeboat  work  was  never 
done,  and  when  the  account  of  it  appeared  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph  the  whole  nation  was  thrilled. 

*  In  the  phrase  "  Deal  boatman,"  I  include  the  men  of  Kings- 
down and  Walnier. 


In  freezing  bitter  cold  and  snow,  with  the  seas 
breaking o\  er  the  masthead.  Coxswain  Fish  and  the 
crew  of  the  lifeboat  Bradford,  and  Alfred  Page,  the 
master,  and  the  crew  of  the  steam  tug  Vulcan 
stood  by  for  fourteen  hours  throughout  that 
cruel  winter's  night,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their 
lives,  not  for  gain,  but  to  rescue  the  sufi'erers  on  the 
doomed  ship,  and  rescue  them  they  did.  But  what 
has  this  to  do  with  fishing  ?  It  is  the  men  who 
take  us  out  fishing  who  do  these  things.  The  life- 
boat-man is  no  special  breed,  he  is  the  man  we 
meet  on  the  beach,  who  takes  us  out  and  looks 
after  our  comfort  and  safety  in  the  boat  while 
angling. 

In  ]\Ir.  Treanor's  account  of  the  terrible  storm 
referred  to  above,  in  which  the  Glendura  was  lost, 
he  says  :  "  All  the  vessels  in  the  Downs  were  driven 
ashore  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  the  skill 
and  pluck  of  E.  Hanger,  second  coxswain  of  the 
Deal  lifeboat,  piloted  away  to  safety." 

Now  I  think  few  of  the  many  who  have  gone 
fishing  with  Ted  Planger  would  accuse  him  of  such 
a  thing,  and,  well  as  I  know  him,  and  frequently 
as  I  see  him,  I  have  never  heard  him  mention  the 
circumstance,  but  I  know  it  is  true.  And  the  men 
are  all  like  this. 

The  coxswain  of  the  North  Deal  lifeboat  is  Dick 
Eoberts,  with  thirty-eight  years  of  honourable  life- 
boat service  and  over  four  hundred  lives  to  his 
credit.  Like  Ted  Hanger,  the  "  hero  of  a  hundred 
fights  "  against  storm  and  tempest  to  save  life,  I 
have  never  heard  from  him  of  his  exploits,  but 
Jfr.  Treanor's  book  is  full  of  his  indomitable  pluck, 
his  skill,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  those 
invaluable  qualities. 

Concerning  what  they  have  done  themselves,  the 
men  are,  to  use  Sam  Weller's  expression,  "  dumb 
as  a  drum  vith  a  hole  in  it  "—ready  enough  to 
speak  in  praise  of  others  brave  deeds,  but  silent  as 
to  their  own.  They  are  all  alike.  Jack  Mackins, 
the  Walmer  coxswain,  James  Laming,  at  Kings- 
down,  will  give  you  a  bare  recital  of  their  ex- 
perience. "  It  was  blowing  hard  from  the  S.S.W., 
and  we  had  a  job  to  get  alongside  the  vessel,  but 
we  brought  all  the  crew  ashore  safe."  They  will 
tell  you  so  much,  but  the  daring,  the  endurance, 
and  the  heroic  efforts  which  made  such  a  result 
possible  they  take  as  a  matter  of  course — an 
everyday  affair  not  worth  talking  about. 

Only  yesterday  I  asked  a  veteran  Walmer  life- 
boat-man for  a  brand  new  yarn  of  his  experiences 
for  this  paper.  He  told  me  a  splendid  yarn,  but 
not  of  his  saving  life.  In  this  case  he  was  the 
"  savee  "  as  pilot  of  the  Swedish  barque  Hedvig 
Sophia,  which  parted  both  anchors  in  a  gale,  fouled 
a  barqueutine,  from  which  they  took  six  men, 
afterwards  running  ashore  by  the  second  battery. 
They  had  to  take  to  the  mizzen  rigging,  where 
they  remained  in  the  piercing  cold  from  11.30  at 
night  till  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the  ship 
full  of  water  and  threatening  to  break  up  every 
moment.  From  this  perilous  position  they  were 
rescued  by  the  North  Deal  Lifeboat,  of  which 
Eobert  Wilds,  Mrs.  E.  Hanger's  father,  was  then 
coxswain  and  Eichard  Eoberts  second  coxswain. 
Bill  Eich  had  enough  to  say  in  praise  of  the  Deal 
boat,  battered  about  by  collision  with  a  French 
vessel,  the  D'Artagnan,  whose  crew  she  had  on 
board,  waterlogged  and  in  sorry  plight,  when 
nothing  but  the  indomitable  pluck  and  skill  of  her 
coxswains  and  crew  could  save  her  and  those  on 
board  from  destruction.  I  should  like  to  tell  the 
tale,  did  space  permit,  of  old  Harry  Marsh,  now 
in  his  tenth  decade,  who  left  his  promised  bride  at 
the  church  door  to  go  out  in  a  lugger  to  save  life, 
and  after  the  rescue  returned  to  the  church  for  the 
marriage  ceremony ;  who  swam  with  a  cord  to  the 
Ganges,  and  on  that  fearful  night,  when  the  beach 
from  Deal  to  Kingsdown  was  strewn  with  ships 
and  the  bravest  held  his  breath,  dashed  through 
the  surf  and  rescued  the  pilot  in  spite  of  himself. 
True,  he  was  a  comparative  youth  then,  only  a  trifle 
over  sixty,  but  that  hardly  detracts  from  the  value 
of  his  heroic  deeds. 

This  is  the  merest  sketch  (I  wish  space  allowed 
me  to  extend  it)  of  the  lifeboat-men — the  men  who 
take  us  fishing.  If  it  should  succeed  in  awakening 
some  interest  in  their  noble  work,  of  which  the 
world  hears  too  little,  the  end  for  which  it  has 
been  written  will  be  served.  I  cannot  conclude 
better  than  by  quoting  Mr.  Treanor  once  more,  and 
I  advise  all  who  wish  to  know  more  of  this  subject 
to  get  his  book.  "  They  apparently  think  little 
of  their  own  splendid  deeds,  and  seldom  speak  of 
them,  especially  to  strangers.    Yet  they  are  part, 


and  not  the  least  glorious  part,  of  our  '  rough  island 
story.'  The  recital  of  them  makes  our  hearts 
thrill  and  revives  in  us  the  memories  of  our  youth 
and  our  oarly  worship  of  heroic  daring  'in  a 
righteous  cause.  God  speed  the  lifeboat  and  her 
crew  1  "    And  so  say  we  all. 

I  am  indebted  to' Mr.  G.  W.  May,  of  the  Health 
Eesorts  Association,  for  permission  to  reproduce 
two  pictures  from  his  admirable  "  Guide  to  Deal,"  a 
book  everyone  should  have  who  loves  tlie  old  town 
by  the  sea.  One  of  them  represents  a  group  of 
boatmen  on  the  eager  look  out  over  the  great 
"  Shippe-Swallower,"  the  other,  Mr.  Franklin's 
charming  picture  "The  Bequiem  of  the  Sea," 
which  tells  the  sad  tale— too  often,  alas  1  repeated 
— of  a  brave  ship  brought  to  destruction  on  those 
treacherous  sands.  Charles  Hussev. 


THE  AVON. 


M  ut'H  has  been  said  touching  the  mediieval  and 
historical  associations  of  the  towns  and  hamlets 
standing  on  the  banks  of  the  Avon  ;  yet  little — 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view— has  been  written 
about  the  river  which  the  illustrious  Shakespeare 
loved  so  well. 

The  Avon  rises  at  Naseby  in  Northamptonshire 
(memorable  from  the  battle  so  disastrous  to  the 
cause  of  the  Eoyalists  during  the  Wars  of  the 
Eoses),  and  pursuing  its  sinuous  course  through 
the  counties  of  Worcestershire  and  Warwickshire, 
joins  the  Severn  at  Tewkesbury.  Pike,  roach, 
dace,  chub,  eels,  and  bream  in  considerable 
numbers  frequent  the  waters  of  the  Avon,  but 
trout  are  very  scarce,  and  to  my  surprise,  and  after 
exhaustive  enquiries,  I  was  informed  that  grayling 
never  existed  in  this  river. 

One  must  admit  that  there  is  au  element  of 
sluggishness  about  the  Avon — as  for  a  matter  of 
fact  there  is  in  all  coarse  fishing  rivers — but  it  has 
some  fine  stretches  of  rough  and  thin  water 
coursing  rapidly  over  rich  gravelly  beds  which, 
after  a  careful  survey,  I  deemed  specially  suited 
for  the  requirements  of  grayling. 

The  Evesham  Fish  Preservation  Society,  within 
its  jurisdiction,  compels  all  anglers  on  the  Avon  to 
take  out  a  shilling  licence  annually.  Wherever  a 
fishery  board  holds  sway  there  is  always  to  be 
found  a  certain  percentage  of  licence-holders  who 
grumble  (sometimes  not  unnecessarily)  at  the  small 
benefits  derived  from  their  outlay. 

If  the  above-named  society  has  a  balance  in 
hand,  the  disposal  of  which  is  only  awaiting  sound 
counsel,  may  I  suggest  that  it  be  utilised  by  intro- 
ducing grayling  to  suitable  portions  of  the  Avon. 
This  grant,  I  feel  sure,  would  increase  the  sale  of 
licences,  and  thereby  prove  its  adoption  in  a 
practical  manner. 

The  trout  season  being  over,  and  grayling  fishing 
not  yet  having  attained  perfection,  I  was  in  a  state 
of  indecision  with  regard  to  my  three  days'  leave 
of  absence.  Happily,  the  solution  arrived  in  the 
shape  of  an  invitation  to  fish  at  Harvington,  a 
village  four  miles  from  Evesham. 

The  shooting-box  to  which  I  was  en  route  was 
occupied  by  four  genial  bachelors  who  periodically 
seek  alleviation  from  the  rush  and  turmoil  of  the 
city  in  this  charming  vale  known  as  the  "  Fruit 
Garden  of  England." 

On  arrival  at  Harvington,  hungry  and  tired  after 
a  tedious  journey  from  the  North,  I  was  met  by 
my  old  friend  "  Stodger,"  who,  offering  me  a  seat 
in  the  dog-cart  beside  him,  made  the  mare  step 
out  to  such  advantage  that  within  half-an-hour  of 
leaving  the  station  I  was  sitting  down  to  a  substan- 
tial repast,  which  being  disposed  of  satisfactorily 
to  the  demands  of  my  appetite,  found  me  in  a 
position  to  listen  to  the  projects  proposed  for  the 
morrow.  After  a  brief  discussion,  "  Stodger," 
"  Little  John,"  and  the  "  Marquis "  resolved  to 
shoot,  while  in  the  event  of  a  favourable  morning 
(for  the  time  was  in  late  October  and  not  to  be 

relied   upon    for    fly-fishing)   Lieutenant  P  

arranged  to  accompany  me  with  the  rod. 

Soon  after  daybreak  I  rose  from  a  restful  sleep, 
and  pulling  up  the  window-blind  was  enraptured 
with  the  glorious  panorama  that  opened  out  before 
me.  Within  a  stone's  throw  the  crystal  waters  of 
the  Avon  reflected  the  fleeting  sombre  clouds  over- 
head. To  the  left  lay  a  massive  bank  of  fruit- 
growing allotments,  the  sides  of  which  at  that 
early  hour  were  dotted  with  market  gardeners 
intent  on  culling  the  products  from  the  richly- 
cultivated  soil  in  readiness  for  the  early  trains. 
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To  the  right  Harvington  church  spire  peeped  out 
of  a  luxurious  circlet  of  trees,  while  extending  the 
gaze  in  all  directions  a  magnificent  range  of  un- 
dulating hills  assuming  all  manner  of  fantastic 
shapes  in  the  flickering  grey  light  fitly  served  to 
complete  the  picture. 

Oblivious  of  the  fact  that  I  was  lightly  clad,  I 
fell  into  a  deep  train  of  thought,  out  of  which  I 
was  shudderingly  awakened  by  "  Stodger,"  who, 
enveloped  in  bath-towels,  burst  into  my  room  and 
enquired  if  I  would  join  him  and  the  others  in  a 
pkmge  into  the  Avon. 

"  Eather  late  in  the  year  for  bathing,' is  it  not  ?  " 
I  ventured. 

"  Not  at  all,"  he  replied.  "  Wrap  some  towels 
around  you  and  come  along." 

Going  across  the  lawn  to  unrobe  in  the  arbour  I 
perceived  the  others  already  disporting  themselves 
in  the  water,  in  which  amusement  "  Stodger  "  and  I 
soon  participated.  The  water  was  too  cold  to 
remain  in  long,  and  after  a  few  strokes  I  returned 
to  the  bank,  where  willing  hands  rubbed  me  down 
and  sent  me  back  to  dress  suffused  with  a  delight 
ful  glow. 

After  breakfast  the  shooters  were  the  first  to 

depart,  and  soon  afterwards  Lieutenant  P  and 

I  set  out  on  angling  bent.  My  companion,  who 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  angler,  but  up  to  the  time 
of  my  visit  had  done  very  little  fly-fishing,  thinking 
that  he  might  with  profit  to  himself  gather  a 
wrinlde  or  two  out  of  my  portfolio,  decided  to 
lea.\e  his  own  rod  behind  and  act  in  the  capacity 
of  gillie. 

A  few  minutes'  walk  down  stream  brought  us  to 
Harvington  Mill,  a  gloomy  stone  structure  bristling 
with  old  associations  and  traditions ;  it  was  in  use 
so  recently  as  two  years  ago,  but  innumerable 
rodents  are  now  the  sole  occupants,  fattening  on 
the  grain  left  by  the  miller.  Here  we  tarried  to 
give  the  weir  pool  a  trial.  The  surface  of  the  pool 
\yas  animated  with  rising  fish,  apparently  of  no 
size,  for  beyond  hooking  a  good  roach  we  caught 
nothing  but  fry,  some  of  which  were  consigned  to 
the  bait-can  for  future  use  with  the  pike. 

Below  Harvington  Weir,  winding  in  and  out 
amidst  a  luxiu-ious  growth  of  sedge  and  tall  waving 
reeds,  the  river  is  intensely  picturesque.  In  this 
corkscrew  formation  of  the  Avon  there  are  some 
excellent  streams,  out  of  which  we  landed  some 
fine  dace,  sacrificed  to  such  alluring  flies  as  Red 
Tag,  Brown  Owl,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Copper. 

It  was  here  that  I  missed  many  fish  through  my 
attention  being  diverted  by  the  many  varieties  of 
water-fowl  that  kept  up  an  incessant  clamour 
around  me.  The  kingfisher,  arrayed  in  gorgeous 
plumage,  is  no  rara  avis  in  this  charming  vale ; 
frequently  we  heard  his  shrill  note  borne  along  the 
breeze,  and  ofttimes  obtained  a  momentary  glimpse 
of  him  as  he  shot  past  us,  "  tracing  a  thread  of 
azure  and  emerald  "  in  his  flight  to  some  unknown 
retreat.  But  it  was  at  the  ford,  half-a-mile  lower 
down,  facing  the  Fish  and  Anchor  Inn,  where  we 
found  the  fish  rising  fi-eely. 

It  is  a  fine  expanse  of  rough  and  thin  water 
alternately,  well  suited  for  grayling. 

Some  worthy  roach  and  dace  surrendered  to  my 
rod  here,  but  very  few  chub,  none  of  which  exceeded 
a  pound  weight.  Obviously  the  whoppers  vacate 
the  streams  in  favour  of  the  deeps  at  this  period  of 
the  year. 

Towards  noon  Lieutenant  P          called  for  a 

cessation  of  hostilities,  suggesting  that  we  should 
secrete  our  tackle  in  the  undergrowth  and  lunch 
with  the  shooters,  whose  whereabouts  we  were  cog- 
nisant of  from  an  occasional  report,  betokening  the 
collapse  of  fur  or  feather. 

Soon  after  returning  to  the  river  the  sun  disap- 
peared behind  a  heavy  bank  of  clouds,  giving  place 
to  a  thin  mist  hanging  low  over  the  water. 

This  state  of  things  proved  most  detrimental  to 
fly-fishing,  for  never  a  fish  would  show  his  head 
above  water,  and  after  many  abortive  attempts  to 
bring  about  a  reaction  I  reluctantly  reeled  up,  the 
while  watching  the  curious  movements  of  two 
anglers  on  the  opposite  bank  some  distance  below 
us. 

One  only  was  fishing  ;  the  other,  stationed  a  few 
yards  above  his  companion,  was  stirring  up  the  bed 
of  the  stream  with  a  long  pole.  Approaching  within 
hailing  distance  of  them,  we  courteously  addressed 
the  rnan  with  the  pole,  and  enquired  what  his  object 
was  in  creating  such  a  muddy  water. 

"  My  mate 's  fishing  for  bream,"  he  replied,  "  and 
when  ,the  water  's  clear  we  rake  t'  mud  up  to 
attract  'em." 


That  night,  gathered  around  the  smoking-room 
fire,  anglers  and  shooters  (for  the  latter  had  returned 
well  laden)  were  in  a  jovial  frame  of  mind,  beguiling 
one  another  with  yarns  of  a  sportive  character. 
Some  of  them  were  of  obsolete  pattern,  yet  lost 
none  of  their  charms,  for  they  were  unearthed  at 


Unfortunately,  or  fortunately  as  the  case  may  be,' 
he  omitted  to  acquaint  the  farmer  of  his  action 
who  naturally  concluded  that  the  newcomer  was 

an  occasional  guest  of  Mr.  Z  .    The  new  tenant, 

unlike  his  predecessor,  was  very  niggardly,  and  at 
the  close  of  a  day's  shooting  over  the  land  carefully 


View  from  Haevington  Mill. 


the  right  moment.  Needless  to  say  those  spun  by 
the  rodsters  were  uncapped  by  the  gun  division. 
One  of  the  company,  a  Yorkshu-eman,  was  in  a 
distinctly  humorous  vein,  and  related  the  following 
narrative  to  which  is  attached  a  moral : — 

A  certain  farmer,  with  some  excellent  shooting 


stuffed  the  proceeds  of  the  sport  into  his  game  bag 
and  jogged  off  home — giving  the  farmhouse  a  very 
wide  berth.  This  state  of  affairs  did  not  go 
unnoticed  by  the  farmer,  who,  like  the  parrot, 
"  didn't  say  much,  but  thought  a  lot."  One  day, 
however,  he  had  occasion  to  visit  the  local  market 


on  his  farm,^having  received  notice  that  his  present  i 
tenant,  a  most  generous  man,  owing  to  change  of  I 
abode  was  unable  to  renew  the  lease,  relet  the 

shooting  to  another,  whom  we  will  call  Mr.  Z  , 

who,  as  the  rent  was  rather  stiff,  decided  to  lessen 
the  expense  by  taking  in  a  friend  as  partner.  | 


town,  in  the  main  street  of  which  he  accidently 
encoimtered  the  supposed  guest,  'and  in  an  evil 
moment,  when  the  conversation  was  becoming  con- 
fidential, he,  much  to  his  auditor's  amazement, 
unburdened  himself  thus  : — "  You  know  it  isn't 
right  of  that  there  Mr.  Z  ;  he  never  thinks  of 

[2]  . 
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leaving  me  a  hare  or  a  brace  of  birds  like  Mr.  So- 
and-So  used  to  do."  Add  then  he  added,  with  a 
very  sly  wink,  "  But  he's  none  so  clever  as  he 
thinks  he  is.  We've  seven  hares  in  t'  cellar  now." 
What  transpired  afterwards  may  be  left  to  the 
reader's  imagination. 

The  programme  arranged  for  the  second  day  was 
facsimile  of  the  previous  one,  save  that  Lieutenant 

P  ,  having  acquired  some  useful  hints  in  casting, 

decided  to  bring  his  own  rod  into  play.  We  explored 
some  water  below  the  Fish  and  Anchor  Inn,  but 
beyond  an  occasional  stream  it  was  composed  of 
silent  deeps — very  suitable  for  bottom  fishing. 
Before  retracing  our  steps,  we  met  one  angler  with 
three  well-fed  pike,  secm-ed,  as  he  informed  us,  by 
spinning,  and  another  with  a  creel  of  bream  taken 
with  creed  wheat. 

My  leave  in  this  delightful  vale  expired  on  a 
Sabbath,  and  in  keeping  with  the  day,  guns  and 
rods  were  laid  aside,  while,  attired  once  more  in 
conventional  dress,  we  attended  service  at  the  village 
church,  the  bells  of  which  rang  out  a  joyous  melody. 
In  the  afternoon  we  indulged  in  a  cross-country 
ramble  over  the  crisp  stubble  and  verdant  pasture, 
and  through  picturesque  woods  richly  clothed  in 
autumn's  blending  colours. 

Soon  the  keen  wintry  blasts  will  denude  the  trees 
of  their  glorious  tints,  and  the  fallen  leaves  as  they 
float  with  the  stream  will  create  many  a  sigh  within 
the  breast  of  the  summer  angler  and  much  yearning 
for  the  advent  of  spring.  Brown  Owl. 


TOMMY  EETUKNBD. 


THE  TOO-LITEEAL  "BI-LITEEAL 
CYPHEE"  OE  FEANCIS  BACON. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Mallock's  article  in  the  December 
number  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  on  the  extra- 
ordinary book  entitled  "  The  Bi-Literal  Cypher  of 
Francis  Bacon,"  by  an  American  lady — Mrs.  E.  W. 
Gallup — caused  me  to  get  a  copy  of  that  book, 
which  is  published  in  England  by  Messrs.  Gay  &  Bird. 

At  first,  like  Mr.  Mallock,  I  was  a  good  deal 
impressed  by  it,  especially  as  on  testing  the  cypher 
story  by  the  samples  given  it  seems  to  work  all 
right.  But  among  other  extraordinary  things  which 
T\Irs.  Gallup  says  she  "  discovered  "  was  that  Bacon 
had  made  a  translation  of  Homer's  "  Iliad,"  which 
he  had  hidden  in  cypher  in  Burton's  "  Anatomy  of 
Melancholy " ;  this  translation  she  publishes  in 
her  "  great  work  "  (it  certainly  is  a  big  book). 

But  here  the  "Bi-Literal"  breaks  down,  it 
becomes  Ln  fact  too  literal — for  Bacon  must  have 
taken  Pope's  translation,  written  nearly  a  century 
later,  and  made  a  bad  paraphrase  of  it  in  prose. 
On  comparing  with  Pope  it  was  clear  at  once,  in 
fact  the  fat — or  rather  the  Bacon — was  in  the  fire. 

Columns  might  be  filled  with  specimens  of  Mrs. 
Gallup's  "  Bacon  "  Iliad,  but  I  think  the  following 
will  suf&ce  : — 

Homer's  Iliad,  II.  lines  734  to  737. 
Oi  8  f-X"^^  Opfxtviov,  OL  T€  Kprjvrjv  Yirtpeiav, 
735   01  T  «X*"'  Aoreptov,  Tiravoio  re  X.evKa  Kaprji'a' 
Twv  "OPX  EvptiTTvXos,  Eiat/xovos  ttyXaos  vi6<;' 
T(jo  8  afxa  T£(T(TapaKOVTa  /xeAatvai  vrja  eirovTo. 
Literal  translation  by  C.  W.  Bateman,  LL.B.  : 
734.  "  Next,    those    who    held  Ormenion, 
and  the  Spring  Hyperia ;  and  those  who 
possessed  Asterion,  and  the  white  peaks  of 
Titanos ;   these  did  Eur'ypylos,  Euoemon's 
glorious  son,  command.   With  him  followed 
forty  black  ships." 
Pope's  verse  translation : 

"  The  bold  Ormenian  and  Asterian  bands 
In  fortj'  barks  Eurypulus  commands, 
Where  Titan  hides  his  hoary  head  in  snow. 
And  where  Hj-peria's  silver  foimtains  flow." 
Mrs.  Gallup's  "  Bacon  "  prose  : 

"  Next  Eurypylus  led  th'  Ormenian  and  th' 

Asterian  bands 
In  forty  vessels,  from  the  land  where  Titan 

hideth  in  snows  his  hoarie  head, 
Or  where  the  silver  founts  of  faire  Hyperia 
flow." 

Mrs.  Gallup  vouches  for  the  "  absolute  vei'acity" 
of  her  statement  that  Bacon  made  this  translatioii 
— it  he  did,  then  Pope  must  have  discovered  the 
key  to  his  cypher,  and  cribbed  his  translation.  He 
doubtless  foresaw  the  discovery  of  his  imposition 
when  he  wrote  those  well-known  lines  : 
Atoms  or  systems  into  ruin  hurled, 
And  now  a  bubble  burst,  and  now  a  world. 

Jl.  B.  Makston. 


I've  been  told  that  just  about  two  years  back — 
only  to  think  how  time  runs  on,  and  the  war  with 
it — somebody  told  my  brother  anglers  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  little  about  my  bit  of  fishing  in  the  Tugela, 
when  I  caught  more  than  I  wanted  in  the  shape  of 
a  nasty  wound  followed  by  fever,  and  a  lot  of  my 
old  chums  in  the  Middlesex  Fusiliers  lost  the 
number  of  their  mess  in  clearing  out  a  Boer  laager. 

A  good  many  more  of  the  boys  have  gone  under 
since,  although  some  are  well  and  hearty  and  still 
fighting,  on  rations  they  would  raise  a  mutiny  about 
in  barracks  over  here.  But  that's  not  what  I  want 
to  say.  I  should  be  out  there  still  myself  if  I 
hadn't  got  a  lamed  foot  through  a  Mauser  bullet. 
And  it's  how  I  got  it,  and  the  bit  of  fishing  hanging 
to  the  tale,  and  the  good  luck  for  me  that  seems  to 
have  come  with  it,  that  makes  me  think  the  good- 
natured  readers  of  the  paper  that  thought  of  poor 
Tommy's  "  bacca  "  wouldn't  mind  hearing  about  it 
from  a  chap  who  never  wrote  for  a  paper,  although 
he's  knocked  up  against  a  good  many  of  the  real 
professionals  that  make  their  living  by  the  game. 
And  how  some  of  them  do  it  is  a  marvel.  The 
chap  who  called  South  Africa  the  land  o'  lies  knew 
something.  Why  I've  seen  chaps  hanging  on  to 
the  camps  for  scraps  of  news,  which  when  they  got 
'em  could  only  be  guess  work ;  and  months  after 
I've  got  hold  of  papers  giving  full  and  true  accounts 
of  things  we  never  heard  of,  but  ought  if  they  had 
happened,  and  found  things  left  out  that  should 
have  gone  into  the  same  accounts,  and  might  have 
done  us  Tommies  some  good.  Well,  all  I  can  say 
is  that  it  any  of  those  papers  ever  calls  anglers 
Ananiases  again,  the  anglers  ought  to  go  for  them 
strong  for  libel  and  damages. 

Let  me  start  right  here  in  good  old  London, 
where  I  landed  about  three  weeks  back,  after  a 
voyage  that  pulled  nie  up  first-rate  and  gave  me 
an  appetite  that's  a  bit  troublesome  with  short 
funds.  First  of  all  I  called  to  see  the  old  people 
and  the  girl  who's  been  waiting  for  me  since  we 
went  to  school  together  ;  never  mind  her  name  just 
now.  And  I  looked  up  the  families  of  some  of  the 
Middlesex  boys  still  at  the  front,  and,  worst  of  all, 
caUed  on  some  of  the  parents,  wives,  and  kiddies 
of  poor  chaps  they  will  never  see  again,  except  at 
that  last  great  bugle  call  we  used  to  read  about  in 
Sunday  school  years  ago.  After  all  this  skirmishing 
let's  make  a  forward  movement,  although  I  cannot 
promise  the  final  "  baynit  "  charge  just  yet. 

I  had  got  a  batch  of  worrying  papers  from  the 
War  Office  which  seemed  to  hint  at  some  cash  due 
to  me,  but  might,  perhaps,  be  made  to  show  that  I 
owed  something,  but  tliat  was  nothing,  as  I  had 
been  through  the  same  sort  of  thing  before.  It  had 
to  be  settled,  so  up  I  went  to  Pall  Mall,  and  after  a 
long  tune  came  away  with  the  certainty  that  my 
case  was  being  considered,  with  many  hundreds  of 
others,  and  Christmas  was  coming.  I  felt  a  bit  down 
on  my  luck,  and  strolled  towards  the  park.  Stand- 
ing uncertain  like,  at  the  top  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
steps,  I  noticed  a  gentleman  coming  up  whose  face 
I  seemed  to  remember^  Just  as  he  got  to  the  place 
where  I  stood,  his  eye  caught  mine,  and  at  once  he 
held  out  his  hand  and  said,  "  Why  Lance,  I'm 
pleased  to  meet  you  again."  Then  I  knew  he  was 
our  Lieutenant  Bryce  of  the  Middlesexers,  who  was 
with  us  in  the  Tugela  laager  affair  and  in  the  field 
hospital  with  me  after.  He,  of  course,  noticed  my 
lameness,  and  like  the  good  sort  he  always  was 
came  down  the  stej)S  with  me  for  a  talk  in  the  park. 

He  told  me  he  had  been  invalided  home,  but 
was  nearly  well  again,  and  was  just  trying  to  get 
sent  back  to  the  front.  And  very  soon  1 
had  quite  forgotten  he  was  my  superior  officer,  and 
just  as  if  he  had  been  my  own  brother — I  up  and 
told  him  all  my  hopes  and  fears  and  disappoint- 
ments, which  I  had  not  let  on  about  before  to 
anyone  but  Annie.  Oh  well,  as  I  have  let  her 
name  slip  out  you  can  put  it  down  and  welcome. 

"  And  how  did  you  get  the  lameness  that  will 
drive  you  out  of  the  Army  ? "  at  last  he  said, 
when  I  gave  him  the  chance. 

-  ,You;jnight  as  well  hear  the  answer  I  gave  him, 
and  you  need  not  fear  it  will  have  to  be  corrected 
or  altered  by  later  official  I'eports. 

I  was  passed  as  fit  for  service  after  the  Tugela 
affair  in  about  a  month,  and  formed  one  in  a 
column  that  went  up  Natal,  through  the  passes  of 
the  Drakensberg,  and  into  the  country  now  called 
Orange  Oliver  Colony— a  journey  I  should  like  to 
do  again  Avithout  Sny' worries  in  the  shape  of 


sniping  Boers  and  short  commons.  You  may  take 
as  much  smiceit  as  you  like  with  you  from  the  old 
country  and  I  will  back  that  journey  to  knock  it 
all  out.  Why  the  whole  country,  with  its  great 
mountains  and  stretches  of  what  they  call  veldt, 
seems  made  to  remind  a  man  that  he  don't  count 
for  anything,  and  that  the  world  has  gone  on  for 
thousands  of  years  before  his  time  and  could  do 
quite  well,  thank  you,  without  him  now.  That  is 
what  I  felt  about  it.  After  a  time  I  got  used  to  it, 
and  even  rather  liked  it,  especially  when  detailed 
off  with  a  few  others  to  a  block-house  on  the 
bank  of  the  Orange  Eiver.  Naturally,  the  other 
chaps  swore  and  grumbled  and  worried  and  worked 
— as  they  always  do.  I  did  the  first  two  things 
myself,  but  did  not  worry  very  much,  because  I 
had  a  good  bit  of  fishing  just  at  hand  in  the  Orange 
River,  and  that  would  be  sure  to  make  up  to  me 
for  lots  of  troubles.  Besides,  it  made  good 
additions  to  our  rations,  and  gave  me  plenty  of 
excitement,  for  the  Boers  often  took  pot  shots  at 
us,  and  if  they  ottener  hit  the  dummy  we  had 
rigged  up  outside  the  block-house  I  expect  it  was 
because  he  really  looked  more  like  a  live  soldier 
from  a  distance,  and  less  like  a  scarecrow  than  us 
genuine  Tommies. 

They  didn't  always  make  that  mistake,  as  I  am 
going  to  tell  you.  After  one  fearful  day  of  heat, 
when  we  had  not  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the 
Boers,  and  began  to  think  they  and  our  own 
people  had  forgotten  us,  I  went  out  towards  even- 
ing with  a  rod  and  tackle  I  had  rigged  up 
somehow. 

After  fishing  some  time  I  had  about  half-a-dozen 
decent  fish,  but  nothing  very  big,  and  then  there 
came  along  a  poor  Kaffir  chap  known  to  us  as  Bill. 
He  had  been  a  driver  and  odd- jobber  to  the  column 
up  from  Natal,  and  often  brought  us  useful  news 
and  first-rate  mealies  from  Lord  knows  where. 
Anyway,  he  was  very  glad,  as  usual,  to  take  some  of 
the  fish  I  had  caught,  and  while  he  stood  beside  me 
told  me  that  Boers  had  been  seen  that  morning 
near  the  ridge  that  could  be  faintly  seen  miles  away 
across  the  river.  Bill  soon  after  left  me,  walked  a 
hundred  yards  or  so  along  the  bank,  and  then 
crossed  the  river  at  a  shallow  ford,  the  moon  which 
had  risen  casting  his  long  shadow  on  the  rippling 
water. 

Of  course  I  ought  to  have  been  in  the  block-house 
long  before,  and  the  Kaffir's  news  should  have 
sent  me  back  at  once.  But  there  was  something 
in  the  moonlight  and  the  river,  and  the  off-chance 
of  a  big  fish,  that  kept  me  sitting  there  ledgering, 
until  the  dead  quietness  was  broken  by  "Baas, 
look  out  1 "  The  crack  of  a  rifle,  followed  by  tlie 
feel  of  something  like  a  hot  brad-awl  in  my  instep ; 
then  I  thought  I  heard  sounds  of  a  struggle  right 
opposite  me  on  the  other  bank  where  the  shot  had 
come  from.  I  dropped  down  flat  for  safety,  and  the 
block-house  guard  came  out  soon  after  and  brought 
me  in,  the  sergeant,  of  course,  talking  something 
about  the  usual  madness  of  fishermen. 

Next  morning,  although  feeling  lame  from  a 
wound  that  did  not  look  very  bad,  I  went  with  some 
of  the  block-house  guard  and  some  of  a  party  of 
scouts  who  had  given  us  a  call  to  search  that  spot 
opposite  my  swim  for  trace  of  the  owner  of  the 
rifle.  All  we  found  was  poor  Kaffir  Bill  lying  in 
a  hole  among  the  rocks.  He  had  a  terrible  gash 
in  his  side,  and  we  could  see  he  was  past  our  help 
although  still  alive  and  sensible.  He  beckoned  to 
me,  and  when  I  stooped  over  him  told  me  how  he 
saw  a  Boer  watching  me,  and  how  he  crept  behind 
him  and  spoilt  his  aim  just  in  the  nick  of  time. 
The  Boer  wrestled  with  him,  and  used  a  knife, 
perhaps  to  save  cartridges  or  noise.  At  any  rate, 
that  was  the  end  of  poor  Bill,  whose  last  words 
were,  "  Take  these,  Baas;  good  luck  1  "  as  he  put 
into  my  hand  a  little  skin  bag  containing  a  few 
pebbles — some  Kaffir  charm  as  Annie  thinks,  and  I 
have  them  always  with  me  for  good  luck  as  the 
poor  chap  said. 

"  H'm,"  says  Mr.  Bryce,  at  this  point.  "  Let  me 
see  the  pebbles.  Lance,"  and  then  after  a  careful 
look  at  the  blessed  little  stones  in  the  bag  I  handed 
to  liim — "  By  Jove,  Lance,  I  believe  you're  in  luck 
after  all,  for  tliese  stones  look  like  diamonds  that 
ought  to  fetch  enough  to  keep  you  well  for  the  rest 
of  your  life."  And  he  gave  me  his  card  and  the 
address  of  a  Hatton  Garden  diamond  merchant  he 
knew.  And  then — well,  the  lieutenant  was  right, 
and  I  am  going  to  marry  Annie  and  have  a 
happier  Christmas  and  a  Jiappier  life  than  I  ever 
expected.  And  all  -through  fisliing  and  a  poor 
Kaffir  1  J.  McDbrmott. 
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A  FEW  EEMAEKS  ON  TIGHT- 
CORKING. 


I  MtiST  confess  I  was  rather  surprised  at  reading 
the  following  remarks  on  tight-corking  :  "  In  tight- 
corking  the  gut  next  the  hook  lies  on  the  bottom, 
as  also  does  the  perforated  bullet  or  half-a-dozen 
large  shots,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  serve  to 
weight  the  tackle  "  ;  and  the  author  goes  on  to  say  : 
"  On  taking  the  bait  the  fish  does  not  rub  his  nose 
against  the  gut,  but  simply  lifts  something  off  the 
bottom,  sucks  it  in,  goes  off  with  it,  and  is  forth 
with  hooked."    But,  before  a  bite  could  possibly 
be  communicated  to  the  float  past  these  six  large 
shots  I  wonder  how  many  fish  would  be  bound  to 
feel  the  resistance  of  such  a  weight  and  eject  the 
bait  in  a  moment.  The  same  writer  says  :  "  Koach, 
tench,  carp,  barbel,  and,  at  times,  dace  will  take  a 
bait  far  more  readily  when  it  lies  on  the  bottom 
than  when  it  is  being  carried   along  with  the 
stream."    Quite  so.    But  what  angler  in  his  senses 
would   attempt  to  catch  dace  with  a   tight  or 
stationary  float  four  or  five  yards  from  his  rod  top, 
with  six  large  shots  resting  on  the  ground.    I  have 
caught  a  few  dace  in  my  time  in  following  this 
method,  and  my  experience  is  that  when  the  light, 
long  quill   float   has   been   held   as  steadily  as 
possible,   with    its    nose    standing    out    like  a 
snag,   with,   say,   the    last  two   shots   on  the 
ground,  and  I  have  been  prepared  for  any  and 
every  emergency,  strike  how  and  when  I  would, 
I  have  frequently  missed  two  fish  out  of  three,  and 
I  have  seen  some  very  clever  anglers  miss  quite  as 
many,  notably  a  relative.    Dace  and  roach  at  all 
events  are  very  often  not  so  accommodating  as  to 
"  simply  lift  the  bait  off  the  bottom  and  suck  it  in," 
etc.    The  fact  is,  as  far  as  dace  are  concerned,  not 
once  in  a  dozen  bites  do  they  either  "  suck  the  bait 
in  or  go  off  with  it,"  but  are  constantly  twitch, 
twitching  the  float,  and  they  will  rip  up  a  worm 
from  end  to  end  and  bite  off  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
hanging  from  the  point  ot  the  hook  as  clean  as 
though  it  had  been  cut  off  with  a  knife,  and  when 
fishing  in  this  style  roach  will  leave  nothing  but 
the  flabby  skins  of  one  or  two  gentles  on  the  hook 
after  annexing  their  insides,  at  any  rate  they  have 
served  my  bait  in  this  manner.    If  the  tyro  should 
happen  to  make  the  egregious  mistake  to  fish  with 
the  uppermost  shot  right  under  his  float  instead  of 
putting  it  about  two  feet  deeper  than  the  water 
from  that  same  shot  to  allow  for  the  proper  slant 
from  the  float  to  the  shot  in  question,  I  firmly 
believe  that  he  would  not  strike  one  dace  in  six. 
When  I  say  two  feet  deeper  than  the  water  from 
the  first  shot  resting  on  the  bottom,  I  am  referring 
to  an  ordinary  dace  swim ;  the  actual  depth  that 
the  float  should  be  fixed  must  depend  entirely  upon 
the  force  ot  the  current,  and  this  may  range  from 
nine  iiiches  in  a  gentle  roach  swim  to  three  feet  and 
even  four  feet  in  a  powerful  barbel  swim.  But 
even  in  such  a  swim  it  would  be  easier  to  strike  a 
barbel  through  a  heavy  ledger  lead  or  bullet  than  a 
dace  with  sLx  shots  lying  on  the  ground.    It  is 
extraordinary  what  different  ideas  the  most  ex- 
perienced anglers  have  on  the  same  style  of  fishing. 
.  "  Tight  corking,"  says  another  well-known  author, 
"  is  sometimes  practised  with  success  in  barbel 
fishing,  especially  in  bank  swims."    "  Let  the  shot 
be  well  apart  on  the  tackle,  and  the  last  two  or 
three  rest  on  the  ground,  the  bait  being  thus  held 
steadily  in  one  place,  and  strike  sharply  on  seeing 
a  bite."    Not  only  is  the  float  held  steadily,  but 
the  slant  is  so  perfect  and  it  is  no  nicely  balanced 
that  the  slightest  attack  on  the  bait  is  telegraphed 
to  the  tell-tale  in  a  moment,  and  the  angler  in  a 
sitting  position  with  the  rod  held  horizontally 
well  in  front  of  him  with  his  finger  on  the  revolving 
edge  of  the  reel,  is  always  ready  to  strike  directly 
from  it  like  a  flash  up-stream.    If  this  method 
holds  good  with  barbel  how  much  more  does  it 
apply  to  that  wonderfully  quick  biting  fish  the 
dace  ?    Another  celebrated  angler  is  of  the  same 
opinion,  for  he  says,  re  barbel : — "  If  the  water 
runs  deep  at  the  side  you  may  commence  fishing 
with  the  tight  float." 

"It  is  done  in  this  style  : — -Take  your  cork  float 
and  tackle  recommended  for  cheese  fishing  and  put 
it  about  two  feet  deeper  than  the  water,  so  that 
your  bait  and  first  two  or  three  shots  may  lie  on 
the  bottorn."  All  that  is  required  is  weight 
sufficient  to  keep  the  bait  on  the  groimd,  and  this 
can  be  done  with  two  or  three  shots  resting  on  it, 
if  the  angler  will  take  the  trouble  to  choose  suitable 
Bwima  and  use  the  tackle  adapted  for  them 


When  I  say  suitable  swims,  I  mean  a  swim  that 
even  a  novice  with  a  little  practice  could  feel  that 
the  first  two  or  three  shots  had  sufficient  hold  on 
the  ground  to  keep  the  tail  of  the  float  well  down 
and  its  nose  out  like  a  snag ;  if  this  were  not  the 
case  he  would  know  that  the  weight  was  being 
swirled  from  the  bottom,  the  float  would  show  its 
whole  length  close  to  the  surface,  and  one  or  even 
two  more  shots  must  be  added  to  keep  the  last 
two  or  three  on  the  ground  as  described.  A. 


THE  EMPIRE  HOTEL,  BATH. 


An  additional  attraction  has  been  added  to  the 
Queen  of  the  English  Spas  by  the  opening  of  the  new 
Empire  Hotel,  an  establishment  which,  under  the 
management  of  its  proprietors,  Messrs.  Spiers  & 
Pond,  Ltd.,  bids  fair  to  maintain  the  traditions  of 
Bath  as  a  city  of  comfortable  hotels.  It  adjoins 
the  celebrated  Orange  Grove,  and  looks  over  the 
Gardens,  which  are  accessible  to  visitors  of  the 
hotel.  There  are  lovely  views,  from  almost  every 
room,  of  the  Avon,  the  Abbey,  and  the  surround- 
ing country.  The  Abbey,  Koman  Baths,  and 
Antiquities,  the  Corporation  Hot  Mineral  Baths 
and  Pump-Room  (the  most  complete  in  Emrope), 
the  Royal  Institution  Library  and  Musemn  are 
close  to  the  hotel,  while  the  view  obtained  of 
Prior  Park,  Bathwick,  Widcombe,  Hampton  and 
Combe  Downs,  and  the  North  Parade  (where  some 


even  those  cynical  brothers  of  ours  who  fish  only  for 
Thames  trout.  But  for  good  all-round  sport  the 
winter  season  is  the  best  on  the  Thames.  Pike, 
perch,  chub,  and  roach  practically  exhaust  the 
angler's  menu,  but  the  little  dace  has  often  yielded 
sufficient  sport  to  satisfy  the  angler  who  is  fond  of 
quick  results. 

Personally,  I  prefer  the  chance  of  getting  a  21b. 
roach  (though  by  no  means  despising  the  sportive 
little  dace),  and  I  more  often  than  not  include 
roach  fishing  in  my  programme  for  a  day's  winter 
fishing  on  the  Thames.  And  what  could  be  nicer 
than  a  comfortable  swim,  sheltered  from  the  wind, 
with  a  glimmer  of  sunshine,  the  warmth  of  which 
is  always  felt  and  welcomed,  coupled  with  ex- 
hilarating sport.  For,  as  a  rule,  if  the  water  be 
not  too  thick,  sport  is  obtained  in  winter  amongst 
roach  provided  one  knows  where  to  go  ;  and  even 
the  angler  whose  fortune  takes  him  to  strange 
places,  amidst  scenery  to  which  he  is  unaccus- 
tomed, and  where  he  has  no  knowledge  of  the 
eddies  and  lay-byes,  can  detect  at  once  the 
likely  spots  where  he  should  get  sport,  and  often 
does  so. 

As  regards  chub,  this  is  not  always  the  case. 
One  may  try  many  swims  and  not  be  successful, 
and  it  often  proves  more  profitable  to  fish  swims 
in  which  one  has  been  accustomed  to  get  fish.  In 
strange  parts,  the  advice  of  the  local  professional 
or  the  local  amateur  oft-times  proves  of  value,  and  I 
am  ready  to  admit  that  more  than  one  Thames 
professional  has  recommended  me  a  chub  bough, 


of  the  scenes  in  The  Bivals  take  place)  are  un- 
surpassed. The  hotel  can  accommodate  over  200 
people,  and  is  most  beautifully  appointed  in  every 
respect.  There  is  a  splendid  inner  and  outer 
lounge  carefully  protected  from  draughts,  and  over- 
looking the  River  Avon  and  the  Abbey.  In 
addition,  there  are  numerous  public  rooms  con- 
taining every  comfort  of  modem  life.  There  is  a 
passenger  lift  to  all  floors,  and  constructed  so  that 
invalids  may  be  carried  into  same  in  their  chairs 
and  taken  right  into  the  baths.  Electric  light  is 
laid  on  in  every  room;  the  diet  prescribed  for 
invalids  has  been  specially  studied,  and  the  hotel 
is  heated  and  ventilated  on  modern  scientific 
principles.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  sanitation 
is  on  the  most  perfect  modern  principles.  Shenstone 
tells  us  that  he  always  found  his  warmest  welcome 
at  an  inn,  and  in  telling  it  he  gave  us  one  of  the 
most  charming  poems  in  the  poesy  of  England. 
What  would  Shenstone  have  written  if  he  had  tried 
such  a  place  as  the  Empire  at  Bath  ? 


THE  THAMES  IN  WINTER. 


It  is  a  peculiar  fact,  but  nevertheless  true,  that 
although  the  Thames  is  well  patronised  in  the 
summer-time,  when  "  Jack  Frost "  makes  his 
appearance  the  riverside  is  almost  deserted.  Yet 
it  is  undeniable  that  the  Thames  is  one  ot 
our  best  winter  streams  to  fish.  True  it  is  that 
we  often  get  an  excellent  barbel  season,  when  the 
angler  can  fish  in  ease  and  comfort  above  a  well 
baited  swim  and  obtain  sport  which  would  satisfy 


though  he  had  but  little  prospective  reward  for  the 
information  given. 

In  the  winter  both  classes  of  anglers  above 
referred  to  seem  perfectly  content  to  recommend 
good  swims  to  the  casual  visitor.  Whether  they 
act  the  same  to  those  li\'ing  in  the  neighbourhood 
I  do  not  know,  but  there  seems  to  be  some  pleasure 
in  showing  a  stranger  a  good  swim,  and  it  is  as 
often  as  not  taken  advantage  of.  The  stranger,, 
however,  can  only  be  a  casual  visitor,  and 
swims,  whether  for  chub,  roach,  or  dace,  and 
eddies,  for  perch,  only  yield  sport  at  certain 
times  of  the  year,  and  imder  pai-ticular  con- 
ditions of  the  water.  So  that  the  local  pro- 
fessional or  amateur  loses  no  sport  himself 
as  the  water  in  a  few  days  so  alters  the  condition 
of  a  winter  swim  that  the  fish  mo\e  to  other 
quarters.  Yet  the  argument  does  not  always  apply 
to  good  level  roach  swims  which  ha^  e  from  six  feet 
to  eight  feet  of  water.  There  roach  are  to  be  found 
nearly  all  the  winter  through,  and  it  often  proves  a 
fact,  having  in  view  the  few  anglers  who  fish  at  this 
period  of  the  year,  that  the  more  who  fish  the  swim 
the  better,  provided — and  this  is  the  point — they 
use  a  fair  amount  of  groimd-bait.  That  attracts 
the  fish,  and  each  successive  angler  who  follows  suit 
helps  to  keep  the  fish  in  the  same  spot,  thus  helping 
to  give  sport  to  all.  This  will  be  found  the  case 
even  in  small  eddies  and  in  between  the  boughs 
where  these  fish  are  driven,  and  it  seems  scarcely 
possible  that  any  stranger  could  divert  the  fish 
to  other  quarters.  Of  course,  the  difficult  point  for 
the  angler  to  decide  upon  when  chub  fishing  in  the 
winter  in  strange  quarters  is  the  depth  at  which  to 
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fish.  Some  anglers  aver  that  owmg  to  the  coloured 
condition  of  the  water  the  plummet  has  no  effect, 
that  it  does  not  frighten  the  fish  ;  but  it  is  the 
largest  fish  you  want  to  try  your  skill  against  and 
not  the  smaller  ones,  so  the  less  noise  and  disturb- 
ance of  the  water  the  better  chance  one  has.  It  is 
often  better  to  judge  the  depth  by  swimming  the 
float  down  into  an  eddy.  Anyone  who  is  used  to 
this  class  of  work  soon  becomes  aware  that  he  is 
fishing  too  deep  and  so  lowers  the  float,  and  thus 
gets  a  reasonable  idea  of  the  depth  of  the  water. 

Chub  are  bold  biting  fish  in  the  winter  time,  and 
it  is  not  essential  that  the  bait  should  be  so  many 
inches  off  the  bottom.  If  you  can  introduce  the 
bait  to  the  vision  of  the  fish  after  he  has  been 
induced  to  feed  on  a  Umited  supply  of  bait  he  will 
readily  take  the  hook-bait  provided  nothing  has 
happened  to  alarm  him.  In  fishing  with  the  float 
I  personally  have  two  sets  of  tackle  ready  fitted 
for  use.  One  is  a  medium  gut  line  with  a  perforated 
bullet  which  is  held  sixteen  inches  above  the  hook 
by  a  small  shot,  and  a  No.  5  hook  on  fine  gut. 
This  allows  the  bait  to  be  cai-ried  forward  in  advance 
of  the  float,  so  that  Messrs.  Chub  have  the  bait — 
which  is  pith — presented  to  them  in  a  natural  way. 
The  heavier  the  stream  the  heavier  the  bullet  used, 
but  one  should  always  be  able  to  see  the  float  well 
at  a  good  distance.  The  latter  remark,  however, 
does  not  apply  when  the  water  is  very  thick,  as  then 
the  angler  may  approach  nearer  his  fish  provided  he 
does  so  without  noise.  The  other  tackle  is  medium 
roach  tackle  with  a  float  that  carries  twenty  or 
twenty-two  small  shots  all  placed  together,  the 
lower  shot  being  fourteen  inches  above  the  hook. 
This  is  for  fishing  swims  where  the  float  finishes  its 
swim  by  going  into  an  eddy.  If  the  latter  ' '  shallows 
up  "  the  shots  touch  the  gi-ound  and  the  float  must 
be  lowered,  but  if  the  depth  be  known  the  rule  is 
to  cast  the  float  and  bait  a  little  out  into  the  stream, 
and  just  before  the  eddy  is  reached  the  line  is 
tightened  and  the  float  quietly  goes  into  the  eddy 
and  then  works  in  its  own  sweet  way.  I  much 
prefer  fishing  the  latter  class  of  swim,  as  often  one 
gets  better  sport  and  bigger  fish.  Now,  in  regard 
to  the  ground-bait  of  an  eddy  of  this  kind,  the 
bullocks'  brains  should  first  be  chopped  up  in 
a  tumbler  half  full  of  water,  and  cast  lightly 
to  the  top  of  the  eddy  where  the  action  of  the 
water  will  distribute  it  as  it  sinks.  Then  the  float 
follows  into  the  same  spot  in  the  method  just 
described.  If  the  water  be  "  open  "  the  best  thing 
to  do  on  hooking  a  fish  is  to  turn  the  rod  sharply 
outwards,  and  thus  lead  the  fish  away  from  the 
eddy.  By  this  means,  if  the  water  is  fairly  colom-ed, 
it  may  be  possible  to  get  another  fish  or  two.  But 
when  no  sport  is  obtained  a  move  should  be  made 
to  another  swim  of  the  same  kind,  though  one 
may  often  with  advantage  return  later  on  to  the 
old  "  pitch  "  and  still  discover  another  fish  or  two 
that  has  worked  up-stream  into  the  eddy. 

In  regard  to  roach,  the  good  swims  in  the  winter 
will  be  found  under  the  boughs.  It  is  best  to 
choose  those  where  the  water  curves  in  gently  from 
the  main  stream  and  forms  slacker  water.  The 
thicker  the  water  the  shorter  the  swim  is  a  good 
rule,  as  good  fish  are  often  caught  in  a  little  selected 
bay  in  between  bushes.  But  if  the  water  be  in  its 
normal  winter  condition — that  is,  after  a  heavy 
flood  has  passed — a  fairly  lengthy  swim  may  be 
chosen,  as  it  stands  to  reason  it  will  hold  more  fish 
than  a  small  eddy.  There  are  several  swims  of 
this  character  from  Walton  upwards.  It  is  best  to 
hire  a  punt  where  you  intend  to  finish,  tow  up 
stream,  and  fish  towards  home.  If  you  wish  to 
fish  the  whole  day  and  employ  a  man  to  tow  the 
punt  back  at  dusk,  then  of  course  you  hire  a  punt 
above  the  section  of  the  river  that  you  intend  to 
fish.  It  will  sometimes  occur — it  all  depends  on 
the  height  and  condition  of  the  water — that  a  swim 
can  be  fished  just  away  from  the  bank,  in  a  piece 
of  open  water  which  has  a  good  level  bottom  and 
a  medium  stream.  In  a  swim  of  this  character  a 
longer  stay  may  be  made,  as  the  ground-bait  will 
attract  the  fish  from  down  stream  up  to  the  swim, 
and  a  chub  or  two  vd\l  probably  be  had.  For  bait 
for  roach  fishing  in  winter  there  is  nothing  so 
successful  as  bread  cubes,  and  those  who  regularly 
fish  the  Thames  seldom  use  anything  else.  I  have 
often  heard  anglers  say  that  if  the  roach  don't  take 
bread  crust  in  the  winter  they  are  not  likely  to 
take  anything  else,  and  I  quite  agi-ee  to  this.  But 
roach  can  be  caught  by  ledgering  with  paste  when 
the  water  is  too  thick  for  the  fish  to  see  the  floating 
bread  cubes.  The  latter  can  be  taken  to  the  water 
already  cut,  which  saves  time  ajid  trouble  when 


fishing.  To  prepare  them,  obtain  a  stale  loaf— not 
too  stale  or  the  bread  crumbles — cut  ofl'  the  bottom 
crust  about  half  an  inch  deep,  and  then  soak  it 
until  it  is  soft.  Use  a  sharp  knife  and  cut  oft'  the 
outer  edge  of  the  crust,  which  will  leave  a  yellow- 
tinted  bread ;  this  should  be  cut  into  small  cubes, 
leaving  a  little  white  on  one  side  and  a  little  of  the 
yellow  on  the  other.  In  the  winter  it  is  not  really 
necessary  to  study  the  shape  of  the  cubes,  but 
they  should  be  as  square  as  possible.  Or  another 
simple  way  to  prepare  them  is  to  cut  the  crust  into 
small  cubes  while  the  bread  is  di-y.  Place  them  in 
a  tin  box,  and  when  the  river  is  reached  fill  the 
box  with  water  and  the  cubes  will  soon  become 
soft  enough  for  use.  In  cutting  the  cubes  when 
dry  they  should  be  cut  a  trifle  smaller,  as  when 
the  water  is  added  the  bread  swells  a  little.  It  is 
not  the  largest  cube  that  entices  the  largest  fish, 
but  rather  the  reverse.  In  thick  water,  cubes  a 
shade  larger  are  best,  as  it  gives  the  fish  a  better 
opportunity  of  seeing  the  bait.  The  same  argument 
applies  when  fishing  at  dusk.  The  shot  on  the 
hook  gut  should  not  be  nearer  to  the  hook  than 
four  inches,  which  allows  the  bait  a  free  appearance 
when  presented  to  the  fish.  Lobworms  for  roach  are 
seldom  used  by  Thames  anglers  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  but  are  freely  used  in  the 
Oxford  district,  the  tail-end  of  the  worm  often 
accounting  for  a  good  roach.  The  small  red  worm 
is  a  good  bait  when  the  water  is  well  coloured,  and 
more  fish  will  be  caught  with  it  if  the  little  nooks 
close  in  to  the  bank  are  tried,  in  preference  to 
larger  eddies.  It  is  pleasant  exercise  and  good  fun 
to  try  this  method  on  a  four  or  five  mile  stretch  of 
water,  fishing  all  the  little  nooks  and  corners  on 
the  way  down  stream.  Some  anglers,  when  using 
the  red  worm,  have  two  hooks  on  the  line,  one 
hanging  a  trifle  lower  than  the  other.  On  the 
Thames  small  "reds  "  seem  to  be  more  successful 
than  the  highly-perfumed  brandling  ;  they  are 
certainly  more  pleasant  to  handle. 

Pike  fishing  has  for  some  years  been  very  dis- 
appointing sport  on  the  Thames,  even  in  the  winter, 
which  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  for  large  fish. 
There  are  one  or  two  particular  sections  of  the 
river  which  yield  better  sport  amongst  these  fish 
than  others,  but  it  is  not  often  a  fish  over  151b.  is 
caught.  Henley  and  Shiplake  have  lately  produced 
some  good  fish,  two  of  which  went  over  131b.  each. 
But  from  Windsor  downwards  pike  fishing  is  scarcely 
"  worth  the  candle,"  a  bag  of  five  or  six  fish 
averaging  31b.  being  the  general  result  of  a  day's 
pike  fishing  on  these  waters.  This  is  the  same  class 
of  sport  that  can  often  be  had  on  many  canals. 
Last  year  a  friend  of  mine  had  a  101b.  pike  at 
Datchet  by  ledgering,  and  having  seen  several  pike 
caught  on  the  ledger  I  am  induced  to  think  that  this 
is  a  method  superior  to  paternostering  and  floating 
when  the  water  is  highly  coloured.  The  fish  work 
into  the  eddies  and  lay-byes  and  find  most  of  their 
food  in  the  shape  of  small  roach  and  dace  on  the 
bottom  of  the  river  where  they  too  are  waiting 
for  dainty  morsels.  The  best  time  to  try  ledgering 
for  pike  is  just  after  a  flood,  selecting  rather  deep 
eddies  to  fish.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 


A  FISHING  ADVENTUEE. 

Of  all  the  sports  which  Englishmen  delight  in 
there  is  certainly  none  more  fascinating  than 
angling,  both  for  the  old  and  young  (ladies  as 
well) ;  and  certainly  no  class  of  sportsmen  can 
relate  half  so  many  adventures  as  the  angler  can. 
I  sometimes  regret  I  have  not  been  more  careful 
to  jot  down  more  of  the  thousand  and  one  curious 
incidents  that  have  happened,  not  only  to  myself, 
but  to  many  of  my  friends,  whilst  out  on  angling 
excursions  in  my  younger  days,  or  rather  my 
earlier  ones.  I  commenced  fishing  in  the  old  pool 
at  Barton  Mills,  opposite  the  famous  Bull  Hotel, 
when  I  used  to  wear  petticoats  and  calico  breeches, 
about  a  three-year-old  cub,  and  many  a  smack 
have  I  had  on  "you  know  where"  for  indulging 
in  my  favoiu-ite  sport.  My  friend  Mr.  Howard 
("  Dragneb ")  has  often  rightly  said  that  many 
men  are  born  anglers.  In  those  days  there  were 
few  books  written  upon  the  gentle  art,  and  I  well 
remember  I  used  to  use  a  hook  that  was  tied  on 
several  strands  of  horse-hair ;  compared  with  the 
fine  made  tackle  of  the  present  day  mine  was  a 
butcher's  meat-hook.  Wonderful  strides  angling 
has  made,  and  I  am  sure  the  British  angling 
public  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
for  the  instructive,  interesting,  and  amusing  notes 
on  angling  that  appear  in  its  columns  each  week. 


I  hope  it  may  fall  to  my  lot  some  day  to  have  the 
honour  of  contributing  to  its  pages. 

Some  few  years  since  (I  thmk  it  was  in  1880) 
I  was  invited  to  liave  a  few  days'  fishing  in 
the  lakes  at  Melton  Constable,  Norfolk,  the  seat  of 
the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hastings.  My  first  day's 
sport  was  thirty-three  good  pike,  the  largest  181b. 
Unfortunately,  the  frost  set  in  very  severe  and  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow  with  it.  Fishing  was  out  of  the 
question,  and  skating  became  the  order  of  the  day. 
Some  of  the  big  ponds,  several  acres  in  extent,  were 
soon  frozen,  and  the  woodmen  and  labourers  were 
ordered  to  sweep  off  the  snow  so  that  the  visitors 
might  enjoy  skating. 

I  was  going  straight  across  the  park  with  his 
lordship's  favourite  dog  following  me  (a  large  black 
"  French  poodle  "),  and  when  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  ice  I  suddenly  saw  about  a  dozen  great 
red  deer — "  stags  "—gallopmg  towards  me.  In  a 
moment  I  grasped  the  situation,  and  ran  for  my 
Hfe  to  get  on  to  the  ice.  I  did,  and  the  dog  kept 
close  to  me.  Well,  I  shall  never  forget  the  extra- 
ordinary performance  when  I  landed  on  the  great 
sheet  of  frozen  water.  The  "stags"  were  deter- 
mined not  to  be  baulked  ;  they  rushed  madly  after 
the  dog  on  the  ice,  and  down  they  went,  head  over 
heels,  all  mixed  up  in  a  great  heap,  and  the  more 
they  tried  to  rise  the  worse  muddle  they  got  into. 
I  fairly  roared  with  laughter,  forgetting  the  awfully 
narrow  escape  I  had  had  of  losing  my  life,  for  had 
these  great  strong  beasts  got  to  me  they  would 
havelripped  both  myself  and  the  dog  to  ribbons.  I 
have  to  thank  the  ice  for  saving  me  from  death. 
In  some  future  columns  of  this  paper  I  will  give  a 
few  lines  upon  other  adventures  I  have  experienced 
when  angling.  William  Howlett. 


FISH  CULTUEE. 

MAY  FLY  EGGS  FOR  SALE. 
The  Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Critchmere,  Haslemere. 
Season  1901-1902. 
We  are  glad  to  hear  that  this  famous  fish-breeding 
establishment  has  again  increased  the  number  of 
trout  for  disposal,  and  the  stock  of  two-year-olds 
is  especially  large.    During  the  past  season  the  farm 
supplied  large  quantities  of  fertilised  May  Fly  eggs, 
and  we  are  informed  is  prepared  to  execute  orders 
for  any  quantity  in  the  coming  season,  also  a 
limited  number  of  May  Fly  larva;.    Fertilised  May 
Fly  eggs  are  delivered  in  June.    The  farm  supplies 
mollusca  (fresh-water  snails,  etc.)  and  crustaceans, 
such  as  the  Gammarusjoulex,  or  fresh-water  shrimp ; 
also  the  various  water  plants. 


THAMES  ANGLING  EIGHTS. 

The  time  has  not  yet  come  to  correctly  estimate 
what  good  is  likely  to  follow  the  conference  which 
took  place  on  Wednesday— at  the  invitation  of  the 
Thames  Preservation  League — over  the  vexed 
question  of  anglers'  rights  on  the  Upper  Thames. 
Anglers,  although  they  have  the  courage  of 
their  convictions,  and  are  not  slow,  or  modest, 
in  expressing  their  opinions,  are,  at  heart, 
men  of  peaceable  dispositions,  and  will  welcome 
any  reasonable  settlement  of  a  difficult  matter 
which  will  avoid  the  trouble  and  expenses  insepar- 
able from  "  going  to  law."  A  committee  of  repre- 
sentative anglers  have  had  this  end  in  view.  "  A 
committee,"  said  Lord  Palmerston,  "  is  sometimes 
a  noun  of  multitude  which  sometimes  signifies 
many,  but  don't  signify  much."  That  description 
would  not  apply  to  the  committee  which  is 
in  correspondence  with  the  riparian  owners. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  outcome  of  their  labours 
will  be  that  arrangements  acceptable  to  both 
sides  will  be  made,  and  such  rights  as  anglers 
should  possess  will  be  secured  to  them  for  all  time. 
So  mote  it  be.  Another  conference  is  to  be 
held.  It  is  too  early  to  forecast  what  the 
result  will  be,  but  not  too  early  for  anglers  to 
express  their  thanks  to  those  who  are  looking 
after  their  interests.  At  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  among  those  present  were  the  following 
members  of  the  Anglers'  Association :  Mr.  Philip 
Geen  (president),  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (secretary), 
Mr.  A.  Derry,  and  Mr.  Marriott.  The  Central 
Association  of  London  Anglers  was  represented  by 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (secretary)  ; 
and  the  T.  A.  P.  S.  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  (hon. 
secretary)  and  Mr.  A.  Price  (solicitor).  The  Thames 
Preservation  League  was  represented  bv  Sir  Robert 
Hmiter  (chairman),  Mr.  T.  Wiles,  L.C.C.,  Mr.  P. 
Birkett  (hon.  solicitor),  Mr.  Lawi-ence  Chubb  (hon. 
secretary),  Mr.  F.  C.  Channing,  and  Mr.  C.  11.  Cook. 
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"THE   OPEN  AIR  BOY."* 

That  was  an  excellent  idea  which  Mr.  Dewar  had 
when  he  projected  a  series  of  boys'  books  under 
the  general  title  of  "  The  Young  England  Library," 
and  if  one  may  predict  a  marked  success  for  the 
series  from  the  delightful  way  in  which  this  first 
volume  has  been  j^roduced,  that  success  is  already 


"Fish  are  Shy  Beasts  and  Easily  Feightened 

assured.  It  is,  perhaps,  comparatively  easy  to 
write  books  full  of  thrilling  adventure  and  hair- 
breadth escapes,  and  so  keep  the  young  mind  in  a 
state  of  feverish  excitement  till  the  last  word  of 
the  last  chapter  is  devoured.  But  what  has  really 
been  gained  by  way  of  useful  knowledge  when  that 
climax  is  reached  ?  Boys  like  jam,  but  they  don't 
want  it  mixed  with  a  corrective  powder ;  now  Mr. 
Dewar's  idea  has  been  to  so  mix  the  unpleasant 
ingredient  with  the  pleasant  as  to  make  a  very 
palatable  and  wholesome  dish,  and  this  is  just 
what  the  Eev.  G.  M.  A.  Hewett  has  done.  He 
seems  to  me  to  possess  just  the  right  qualifications 
to  produce  this  very  desirable  compound.  Mr. 
Hewett  was  once  upon  a  time  a  boy  himself,  and 
among  the  many  cui-ious  products 'of  nature,  which 
appear  to  have  been  his  life-long  study,  the  habits, 
the  customs,  the  curious  idiosyncrasies  of  boyhood 
have  become  to  him  so  familiar  that  he  cannot 
help  leading  the  boys  on  to  know  the  very  things 
they  ought  to  know ;  but  he  tells  these  things  in  a 
way  which  compels  them  to  "  want  to  know." 

Here  are  the  chapter  headings  :  I.  Angling  made 
Easy;  II.  Birds  and  theur  Nests;  III.  Butterflies 
for  Boys  ;  IV.  And  Moths ;  V.  Caterpillar  Bearing ; 
VI.  AU  ICinds  of  Pets ;  VII.  Salt  Water  Pursuits  ; 
VIII.  Ratting  and  Rabbiting;  IX.  Cookery  and 
the  Fine  Arts  ;  X.  The  Yoimg  Campaigner. 

Mr.  Hewett  begins  by  telling  his  reader  that  he 
was  once  a  boy  himself,  and  he  is  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  much  better  in  every  way  if  we  began 
life  at  the  other  end — 

"  For  then,"  says  he,  "  we  should  know  how 
long  we  have  to  live.    If  it  were  eighty  to  begin 
with,  or  sixty  or  forty-one,  we  could  subtract 
from  nought  and  calculate  everything  out  nicely, 
and  we  should  make  money  first  when  there  was 
nothing  better  to  do,  and  then  we  should  spend 
it  while  we  could  enjoy  the  spending.  This 
would  simplify  the  question  of  pocket  money  at 
school,  which  is  always  so  difficult,  and  so  at 
last  we  should  get  into  our  cradle,  and  one  fine 
day — they  nearly  always  come  when  we  are  busy 
and  can't  enjoy  them — we  shouldn't  be  there, 
and  there  would  be  no  bother  about  a  funeral' 
nor  a  will  either,  because  we  should  have"  spent 
all  that  was  left  while  we  were  at  school." 
By  the  way,  this  is  a  rather  novel  idea,  and 
personally  I  am  inclined  to  approve  of  it.    I  am 
far  beyond  the  grand  climacteric  which,  as  Sir 
Walter   Scott   says,  you   attain  when  you  can 
multiply  the  mystic  number  seven  by  nine — sixty- 
three  ;  to  multiply  seven  by  eleven,  and  so  get  a 
double  seven,  only  reaches  one  once  in  a  lifetime, 
and  that  is  the  point  I  have  reached.  I  am  willing 
to  make  a  jump  backwards  if  only  I  could  take  one 
leap  over  all  the  ills,  the  troubles,  the  anxieties  of 
the  worrits  to  which  flesh  is  heir,  and  land  from 
seventy-seven  to  pleasant  seventeen — the  jolly  time 
of  boyhood.   What  a  glorious  time  one  would  have 
to  finish  up  with — all  jam  and  no  nasty  powder ; 

*  "The  Open  Air  Boy."  By  the  Rev.  G.  M.  A.  Hewett,  M  A.  of 
Winchester  College.  With  thirty-nine  Illustrations  by  Morris 
Williams,  and  four  in  Colours  by  T.  B.  Stoney  (being  the  first 
volume  of  "  The  Young  England  Library,"  edited  by  George 
r,„^;J*^5^*''-  ^^''^B'  63.  per  volume).  London  :  George  Allen, 
156,  Charing  Cross-road. 


nothing  but  sport  of  all  sorts — himting,  fishing, 
shooting,  cricket,  football.  Young  England  libraries, 
toys,  and,  last  of  all,  the  cradle  ! 

All  anglers  were  boys  once,  and  many  of  them 
have  boys  now,  and  surely  these  boys  would  like  to 
compare  the  stories  told  by  this  old  boy  with  their 
fathers'  angling  yams.  Of  all  the  chapter  headings 
quoted  above  I  must  confine  my  attention  to  the 
first  two — Angling  Made  Easy,  and 
Birds  and  their  Nests. 

Our  author  begins  at  the  beginning 
by  telling  the  story  of  his  own  angling 
adventures  from  the  time  when  he 
was  a  very  Httle  boy.  His  father,  he 
says,  was  a  wise  man,  who  told  him 
two  things  which  he  had  to  remember. 
He  said — 

"  You  are  never  to  kill  anything 
without  doing  something  with  it, 
when  you  have  killed  it " ;  and, 
"  You  are  never  to  give  a  lot  of 
trouble  to  anybody  but  yourself, 
while  you  are  doing  something  with 
it."  He  said,  too,  "  If  you  do  I'll 
whack  you." 

This  is  sound  advice,  and  shows  there 
was  nothing  namby-pamby  about  this 
good  father.  He  was  one  who  would  certainly 
have  approved  of  the  paraphrase  of  the  wisdom  of 
Solomon  contained  in  the  following  lines,  which  I 
read  in  a  newspaper  lately  : — 

"  Solomon  said,  in  accents  mild, 
Spare  the  rod  and  spoil  the  child ; 
Whack  'em  and  wollop  'em,  Solomon  said, 
Whether  a  boy,  or  whether  a  maid." 

That's  the  way  to  make  open  air  boys  and  girls 
into  good  men  and  women  ! 

Very  likely  boys  of  to-day  won't  take  kindly  to 
this  wholesome  advice  ;  I  didn't  when  I  was  a  boy, 
but  I  had  to  submit.  My  wise  father  often  quoted 
Solomon  to  me,  and  applied  the  proverb  practically, 
for  I  too  was  "  an  ojjen  air  boy  "  and  lived  in  the 
fields,  and  the  woods,  and  by  pleasant  rivers,  and 
had  rnany  adventures  in  fishing  and  birdnesting, 
climbing  tall  trees  to  magpies'  nests,  getting  into 
many  scrapes  for  which  the  rod  was  not  spared,  so 


to  catch  another  that  you  forget  the  first,  which 
stays  flopping  about  and  dies  slow.    Though  if 
it  is  an  eel,  as  it  often  is,  killing  in  very  diflicult 
r  and  not  a  good  thing  to  talk  about.    But  perhaps 
eels  do  not  mind  so  much,  because  thoy  often 
take  a  walk  out  of  the  water  by  themselves.  At 
any  rate  the  way  to  skin  thorn,  which  you  have 
[  to  do  before  you  cook  them,  is  to  cut  the'head 
^  nearly  half  off,  and  then  catch  hold  of  it  and  pull 
the  skin  right  off  down  to  the  tail,  so  that  it  all 
[  .'comes  off  inside  out  like  pulling  off  a  stocking, 
and  then  at  last  you  can  touch  the  beast  without 
'-getting  all  over  slime.    Most  other  fish  are  killed 
[•  >y  tapping  their  head  against  the  too  of  pyour 
boot." 

I  suppose  eels  do  not  like  this  process,  but  then 
if  they  will  not  die  when  their  heads  are  half  cut 
off,  but  will  sometimes  jump  out  of  tho  frying-pan 
what  else  can  you  do  ? 

Then  he  goes  on  to  talk  about  money  ;  he  tells 
his  boys  that  he  thinks  they  do  not  want  more  than 
two  shillings  for  the  holidays,  not  counting,  of 
course,  what  one  has  at  school,  because  there  is  not 
any  of  it  left  by  the  time  the  holidays  have  come. 
He  says : — 

"I  don't  think  you  want  more  than  2s.  for 
each  holiday,  and  before  you  go  to  school  .'js.  for 
a  year  is  enough  ....  What  one  must'huy  is 
a  knife  which  costs  6d.  with  one  good  blade. 
^This  is  the  most  expensive  thing,  because  one 
wants  three  a  year  as  they  get  lost  rather  easily. 
But  if  you  know  how  to  be  civil,  as  every  boy 
^  ought,  you  can  go  to  the  blacksmith  and  ask 
^  him  to  bore  a  hole  in  the  end  to  put  a  string 
through,  and  when  you  ask  him  how  much  it 
costs  he  will  say  '  nothing.'    If  he  does  not  you 
will  know  that  you  have  not  learnt  properly  how 
to  be^civil,  and  you  must  go  home  and  practise 
on  the  cook  or  the  gardener." 

Another  thing  the  boy  will  have  to  spend  money 
on  is  fish-hooks.  Then  he  must  buy  ai  line.  I 
used  to  make  mine  myself  with  horsehair^ifrom  an 
old  white  mare's  tail.  If  he  must  buy  one  it  will 
cost  him  Is.  6d.,  which  with  proper  care  will  last 
more  than  a  year  if  he  always  remembers  to  dry  it 
and  rub  it  well  with  dripping  or  fat  sometimes. 


The  Woodpeckee's  Home. 
(Vp  that  tree,  ten  feet  above  the  cat,  so  can't  be  seen.) 


I  am  the  better  able  to  appreciate  our  author's 
description  Jof  the  troubles  he  got  into  and  to 
understand  his  methods.  Applying  his  father's 
maxim,  he  says  : — 

"  When  you  kill  a  thing,  do  it  quick  ;  and 
when  you  catch  a  thing  you  are  going  to  kill, 
do  not  wait  even  a  minute,  because  the  thing 
may  know  that  it  is  going  to  be  killed,  and  then 
waiting  is  horrid  1  This  is  particularly  true  when 
you  are  fishing,  because  you  are  in  such  a  hurry 


"  This  will  make  a  good  excuse  if  you  get  a  piece 
of  fat  at  dinner  which  you  don't  like  for  putting 
it  into  your  pocket  instead  of  eating  it." 

Being  properly  equipped  our  boy  starts  off  for 
the  pond  : — 

"  Now  there's  the  pond,"  says  preceptor,  "  and 
just  remember  that  fish  are  shy  beasts,  and 
easily  frightened  ;  I  don't  think  they  can  hear, 
but  they  feel  things  very  quickly,  so  that  if  you 
stamp  on  the  banks  you  make  ripples  under  the 
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water  just  like  the  rings  you  make  when  you 
throw  a  stone,  and  the  tish  feel  them  and  won't 
bite.  AVell,  try  close  under  the  bank  in  that 
little  corner  where  the  water  runs  in  from  the 
waterfall  and  then  runs  out  again.  Put  a  bit  of 
lead  on  the  line,  about  two  feet  above  the  hook  ; 
now  put  the  float  about  two  feet  above  the  lead, 
as  the  water  is  about  five  feet  deep,  then  a  nice 
little  worm.  You  ought  to  keep  the  worms  in  a 
cocoa-tin  with  plenty  of  damp  moss  for  quite  a 
week  before  you  use  them,  then  they  are  quite 
pink  and  clean.  You  only  want  about  a  yard  of 
line  above  the  float  from  the  rod  end,  as  you  are 
going  to  crawl  carefully  to  that  corner  and  just 
drop  the  worm  over  the  edge  ;  I  shouldn't 
wonder  if  the  float  was  to  go  straight  down,  as  if 
it  was  made  of  lead  ;  mind,  pull  at  once,  if  it 
does,  and  you'll  find  a  perch  at  the  other  end. 


believe  it  is  almost  a  happier  moment  than  when 
your  first  salmon  lies  at  your  feet,  either  in  Norway 
or  in  bonny  Scotland." 

I  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  angling  matters 
and  preliminaries  that  I  have  not  much  left  for 
Birds  and  their  Nests,  so  I  can  only  quote  a  bit 
about  moodpecJiers  : — 

"  A  pair  of  lesser-spotted  woodpeckers  have 
chosen  my  garden  on  the  outer  suburbs  of 
Winchester  as  their  breeding  place.  They  began 
to  dig  on  Saturday,  May  11,  and  scattered  chips 
all  over  my  lawn  and  walk  as  if  there  had  been 
a  wooden  snowstorm.  On  Sunday  they  were  out 
of  sight  inside  the  tree,  but  you  could  hear  them 
hammering  thirty  yards  away.  I  sat  and  watched 
them  with  a  pair  of  glasses.  I  saw  them,  but  I 
never  saw  more  than  one  at  work.  His  head 
appeared  at  the  entrance  of  the  hole  about  once 


ought  to  be  a  very  pretty  isight  and' one 
not  given  to  every i  one  to  see.  But,  as  •  I 
say,  it  is  an  anxiety,  and  1;  sleep  with  my 
bedroom  window  wide  open,  and'  thel  nest'  is 
not  fifteen  yards  away.  I  think  of  it  so  much 
that  I  am  sure  I  should  wake  if  anyone"tried 
to  take  it  at  night,  and  then  there  would-lbe 
the  rousing  of  a  hornet's  nest,  and  I  pity  the 
would-be  thief.  How  I  should  have  enjoyed 
scheming  to  get  it,  in  early  days,  out  of  someone 
else's  garden!  Well  —  set  a  thief  to  catch  a 
thief." 

In  a  footnote  the  author  says  : — 

"  I  never  saw  the  birds  till  the  young  ones 
hatched.  Then  they  came  and  went  very  steadily 
every  quarter  of  an  hour  until  the  young""  ones 
were  able  to  feed  at  the  moutli  of  the  hole,  but  I 
never  saw  them  outside.    They  were  carried  ofl'. 


Plate  I. — Voselv,  Nobway  :  Osbn  Pool  feom  Island  above. 


There  !  what  did  I  tell  you — went  straight  down, 
didn't  it  ?  Don't  jump  and  shout  if  you  can 
help  it,  as  there  are  some  more  there  waiting 
for  another  worm  to  drop  down  from  the  skies, 
and  wondering  where  Brother  Bill  has  gone  in 
that  funny  way." 

I  give  the  foregoing  as  a  specimen  of  our  author's 
way  of  stirring  up  a  boy's  interest.  Then  he  goes 
on  to  tell  how  to  take  a  fish  off  the  hook  when  he 
has  caught  him,  and  then  how  to  catch  perch  and 
how  to  keep  them  fresh  and  nice  ;  how  to  lay  night 
lines,  with  curious  anecdotes  thrown  in.  This  is 
followed  by  sage  instructions  about  fly-fishing,  how 
to  make  flies,  and  catching  trout.  "  You'll  catch 
them  soon  enough,"  he  says  ;  "  it  all  depends  on 
patience  and  perseverance,  and  won't  you  be 
pleased  and  proud  when  you  have  caught  your  first 
trout  on  a  fly  of  your  own  making  I    I  really 


in  every  half-minute  with  a  bit  of  wood,  which 
he  flecked  away  with  a  shake  of  his  head  and 
then  dived  down  for  another.  After  a  while, 
about  half-an-hour,  he  came  out  and  surveyed 
his  work  from  outside,  and  then  flew  off.  In 
about  five  minutes,  presumably  the  other  bird 
came  and  did  her  share  of  the  work.  This  went 
on  till  Tuesday  midday  when  they  disappeared, 
and  I  have  not  seen  them  since.  I  have  no 
doubt  things  are  going  on  well,  and  that  there 
are  three  eggs  in  the  nest,  for  they  have  never 
been  disturbed  in  the  least,  which  speaks  well 
for  a  house  of  three  dozen  boys,  and  even  for  a 
bird-nesting  master,  who  have  none  of  them 
ever  seen  the  egg  of  the  lesser-spotted  wood- 
pecker. ...  So  I  have  hopes  we  shall  yet  see 
those  young  ones  crawling  about  the  trunk  and 
being    fed   by  their    spotted    parents,  which 


I  suppose,  to  the  bigger  trees  in  the  park  across 
the  road." 

The  publisher  has  been  good  enough  to  lend 
me  the  picture  of  the  tree  in  which  this  nest 
was  made,  but,  like  the  Spanish  fleet,  it  can't 
be  seen,  "because  it's  not  in  sight."  It  is 
situated  about  ten  feet  above  the  fork  where 
the  cat  is  placidly  sitting  laughing  at  the  dogs. 
Surely  that  cat  must  have  been  a  terror  to  the 
spotted  woodpecker. 

I  know  that  I  have  given  but  a  faint  idea  of  the 
charms  of  this  wholesome  book.  It  is  very  prettily 
got  up,  with  four  coloured  pictures  and  many  text 
illustrations.  I  heartily  recommend  it  to  all  angling 
fathers  who  want  to  give  their  boys  a  delightful 
Christmas  present.  The  price  is  only  six  shillings, 
and  it  is  worth  the  money. 

The  Amateur  Anglee. 
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OSEN  POOL,  VOSELV,  NOEWAY. 

The  views  of  this  pool,  described  by  Mr.  Sturdy 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  28,  may  be  found 
interesting,  and  we  think  it  well  to  repeat  what  he 
then  wrote  of  it : — 

"  The  pool — long,  deej^,  sluggish,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  wide  in  its  ujjper  portion — narrows 
and  shallows  lower  down,  till  it  becomes,  first,  a 
brisk  stream,  and  next  a  swift,  smooth  run  of  very 
visible  declination,  breaking  into  a  fierce  rapid 
about  a  kilometre  long.  The  fishing  water  is  the 
lowest  one  hundred  yards,  just  above  the  rapid. 

"  If  a  fish  has  been  long  enough  in  the  pool  to  be 
willing  to  come  up,  or  if  he  can  be  coaxed  up,  all 
goes  easy ;  but  if  he  means  dropping  down  nothing 
can  hinder  him.  The  rapid  runs  at  least  ten  knots, 
a  speed  that  empties  a  reel  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  in  thirty  seconds,  so  there  is  no  time  to 


landed  here.  The  latter  fish  was  hooked  outside, 
under  the  throat,  which,  given  a  high,  steep  bank, 
observant  anglers  may  see  gave  me  a  great 
advantage,  for  with  his  dorsal  and  other  body 
fins  exhausted,  it  was  easy,  the  instant  he  came 
under  the  point  of  the  rod,  to  turn  him  on  his 
back  and  tow  him  helpless  to  the  bank." 

Plate  I.  shows  the  angler  seated  on  the  island 
at  the  head  of  the  pool,  just  where  a  very  long, 
wide,  and  shallow  stream  named  the  Island  Cast 
slackens  as  it  merges  into  the  dead  deep  water  of 
the  pool.  He  is  taking  note  of  the  habits  of  the 
fish  which  have  ventured  a  short  distance  up  from 
the  still  water  into  the  stream — the  large  ones  on 
the  very  edge  of  the  deep  ;  the  smaller  a  little 
higher  up  in  the  stream,  with  an  occasional  sea 
trout  of  a  pound  or  two  working  steadily  past  at  a 
speed  of  some  half  a  mile  an  hour. 

With  fine  weather  only  small  fish  can  be  caught 


towards  the  right  bank  where  the  water  shallows 
and  the  current  becomes  less  strong,  and  where 
they  stop  for  a  while.  Such  places  are  always,  in 
big  rivers,  particularly  attractive  to  fish,  which 
appear  not  to  like  to  lie  in  the  strong,  rough  mid- 
stream, but  want  to  be  close  to  it,  or,  as  a  sailor 
would  say,  "  keep  it  aboard  of  them." 

Fish  hooked  here,  or  on  any  part  of  this  described 
course,  are  especially  dangerous,  frequently  elect- 
ing, as  they  do,  to  rush  to,  and  drop  down  the 
rapid.  Fish  hooked  above  this  zone  of  danger,  or 
even  below  it,  in  the  very  throat  of  the  rapid,  can, 
if  discreetly  handled,  generally  be  landed.  The 
explanation  of  this  is  much  less  difficult  than  that 
of  many  salmon  problems,  and  would  seem  to  be 
that  the  fish  on  the  road  are  travellers,  which,  on 
being  attacked,  retreat  to  their  last  quarters,  and 
that  those  spread  about  have  knowledge  of  the 
deep  water  above  and  seek  safety  there. 


Plate  II. — Voselv,  Noewat:  Osen  Pool  ending  in  a  Rapid. 


m 


do  anything  but  break.    When  I  was  twenty  years  j 
yoimger  I  killed  some  three  fish,  which  by  coming  j 
in  to  my  side  of  the  rapid  after  dropping  down  the 
middle  of  it,  gave  me  a  minute  to  get  level  with 
them,  but  now  I  always  break  promptly  when  I 
find  the  fish  fully  committed  to  the  torrent. 

"It  not  unfrequently  happens  that  a  fish  will  not 
come  up,  and  does  not  go  down.  He  has  then  to 
be  fought  in  a  thirty  yard  stretch  of  stiller,  deepish 
water,  just  above  a  side  of  the  rapid.  It  is 
formed  by  a  mass  of  stones  (not  rocks)  from  the 
size  of  a  coal-scuttle  to  that  of  a  dining-room  table, 
stretching  out  for  a  dozen  yards  from  the  left  bank, 
and  is  a  ticklish  place  in  which  to  run  a  big  fish. 
He  must  be  kept  from  the  stones  above  and  from 
the  side  rapid  below,  and  if  allowed  to  run  too  far 
out  is  liable,  in  spite  of  himself,  to  be  swept  down 
the  main  rapid.  Still,  if  properly  handled,  fish 
even  up  to  451b.  and  461b.  can  nearly  always  be 


in  this  stream  in  the  daytime,  but  in  the  evening, 
or  on  a  rough  or  drizzly  day,  very  big  ones  are 
found  high  ujd  in  it.  It  was  of  this  stream  that 
Macgowan  spoke,  when  a  customer  going  out  to 
fish  the  river  asked  what  he  needed  with  the  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  line  Mac  was  recommend- 
ing. "  Just  wait  till  you  see  a  long,  wide  stream  j 
with  two  islands  in  it  there  is  there.  Gad,  sir,  if 
you  hook  a  big  fish  at  the  head  of  it,  ye'll  be 
wishing  you  had  three  hundred  1"  ; 

Plate  II.  is  the  foot  of  the  pool  ending  in  a  ' 
rapid.  The  boat  shown  has  strong  streams  just 
outside  it  and  just  below  it,  but  is  sheltered  by  the 
bank  of  stones  some  twenty  yards  above.  Many 
of  the  largest  of  these  are  dry  in  low  water,  but  in 
a  flood  very  big  fish  have  been  killed  in  the  water 
then  running  over  them.  Fish  ascending  seem  to 
come  first  into  this  bay,  and  on  reaching  the 
stones  to   cross  transversely  the   main  stream 


Plate  III.  (on  p.  433)  is  the  beginning  of  the 
rapid  immediateh-  below  the  pool ;  the  waves  seen 
on  the  left  of  the  view  are  less  than  fifty  yards 
from  the  boat  in  Plate  II.,  and  show  how  terribly 
fast  the  speed  and  rush  increase.  It  is  an  affair 
of  seconds,  and  very  few  of  them,  for  a  fish,  hooked 
anywhere  near  the  latitude  of  the  boat,  to  reach, 
if  he  wishes  it,  the  limits  of  these  plates. 


He  was  young,  he  was  impulsive,  he  was  very  much 
in  love,  above  all  he  was  Irish,  and  having  got  the 
consent  of  the  lady  of  his  love  to  name  the  happy  dav, 
proceeded  forthwith  to  the  jeweller's  to  purchase  the 
wedding  ring.  "I  want,"  said  he,  "  the  very  foinest 
wedding  ring  you  have  got  in  the  shop."  "  Yes,  Sir," 
replied  the  shopman,  "eighteen  carats."  "  Aitin 
carrots,  faix  not  me,"  replied  our  friend.  "  I've  been 
aitin  onions  if  you  want  to  know,  but  what  business 
.hat  is  of  yours  I  fail  to  persave." 
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1  ufivL  BARTLEET  &  SONS, 

Manufacturers  of  'fer^'N 

TBSlBfl  FISH  BOOKS  &  MmMH  ^ 

SEISOPLE  WSPS  PQESEHTSI 

Anglers  !    don't  forget  that 

MURTON'S 

"TYNESIDE"  FLY  ROD 

IS  STILL  BEING  SOLD  AT  THE  REMARKABLY 
LOW  PRICE  OF  7/6. 

A  Handsomely  Finished  all  Greenheart  Trout  Fly  Rod,  in 
three  joints,  Balanced  Handle,  9  ft.  or  10  ft.  long,  in 
partition  bag  complete. 

Patent  "  ARCHER  "  SPINNERS.         Made  in  all  sizes. 

Patent  "  ABBEY  MILLS  "  SPINNERS.   Made  in  all  sizes. 
Registered  "ARCHER  JARDINE"  LEADS. 

MADE  IN  ALL,  SIZES. 

Twenty.flvv  Gold  and  J' rise  Medals  Awarded. 

MVRTON\S    "  WANSBECK TROVTING  BOH 

In  two   joints,   all   Greeiiheait,  Balanced   Handle,  Handsomely 
Mounted    and    Finished,    in    partition    bag    complete.  Price 
only  10/6. 

MURTON'S  "  NORTHUMBRIAN "  TROUT  FLY  RODS. 

In  three  joints,  Greenheart,  with  Hickory  Butt,  Balanced  Handle, 
very  Superior  Quality  and  Finish,  in  partition  bag  complete. 
9  ft.  or  lo  ft.,  21/-. 

MURTON'S   TROUT  BEELS.     Bronzed,  Relieved  and 
Fiaislied  to  suit  the  Mountings  of  above  rods.  2  in.  or  2^  in. 

J.  m^cb,              *r/Vf  wxiu.  i 

Wm.   BARTLEET  &  SONS,  Abbey   Mills,  Redditch. 
London  House:  11  and  12,  Goldsmith  Street,  E.G. 

1                                       {Obtainable  only  t/troiiffh  Dealers.)  ■ 

MURTON'S    ''NORTHUMBRIAN"  SALMON 
RODS.   1«  ft.,  50/-.    Light  and  Powerful;  cannot  be  siu'- 
passed. 

The  "  Ceoquetdale,"  U  ft.,  18/6.         The  "  Tynesidb,"  16  ft.,  25/6  ;  18  ft.,  35/-. 
The  "NOBTHEEN,"  14  ft.,  12/- ;  16  ft.,  17/6;  18  ft.,  25/-. 

Kendal  Fish  Hook  Works. 

HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON), 

Manufacturers  of  every  description  and  pattern  of 

FIRST=CLASS  FISH  HOOKS. 
SINGLE  AND  DOUBLE  FLY  HOOKS, 

Taper   Slxsinks   aiixdL  Syed. 
EVERY    VARIETY  OF 

Single,  Double,  and  Treble 
Bait  Hooks. 

MURTON'S  SALMON  FLIES. 

Sea,  Loch,  and  North  Country  Trout  Flies  as 
Exhibited  at  the  Imperial  Institute. 

Style  and  quality  of  dressing  cannot  be  surpassed.    Prices  moderate. 

ANGLERS'     WATERPROOFS    AND  WADING 
GEAR  of  guaranteed  quality  and  reasonable  prices. 

OUR  NOTED  WADERS,  16/6  and  17/6. 
COMBINATION  BOOT  and  STOCKING,  55/-  and  60/-. 
LONG  RUBBER  BOOTS,  Leather  Soles  and  Nails,  36/6  to  40/-. 
NAPOLEON  and  WELLINGTON  SHAPES,  30/-. 
EQUIPMENT  for  TROUT  FISHING,  from  £5  complete. 
EQUIPMENT  for  SALMON  FISHING,  from  £10  complete. 

Ladies'  Fishing  Boots  and  Waders. 

FISHING  BROGUES,  GAITERS,  SHOES,  CLOGS,  &c. 

BASKETS,  CREELS,  and  BAGS  of  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 
Every  Requisite  tor  the  Complete  Angler  in  Stock. 
FLIES   &.   TACKILiE    IVIADE    TO  ORDER. 

ALL  KINDS  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Hutchinson  and  Son'.s  Hooks  can  he  obtained  from 
any  FisJilng  Tackle  Dealer. 

Anglers  should  ask  for  Hutchinson's,  the  only  genuine 
Kendal  Fish  Hooks. 

Send  for  the  "  Anglers'  Guide  to  the  North  Countrie,"  and  Illustrated 
Price  List.    Free,  postage  three  stamps. 

MURTON'S  NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  RESORT, 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 

And  at  27,  FAWCETT  STREET,  SUNDERLAND. 
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"THE  ANGLEE  AND  THE 
LOOP  EOD." 


"  By  David  Webstek." 

I  HAVE  already  briefly  reviewed  several  angling 
works  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  In  some 
respects  the  one  before  me  now  has  afforded  me 
more  surprises;than  any  of  its  predecessors,  and  is 
more  original.  It  is  not  my  purpose  |to  give  a 
detailed  and  formal  review  of  this  book,  but  rather 
to  pick  out  its  salient  points  and,  if  I  may  venture 
to  say  so,  its  peculiarities  as  distinguished  from 
other  contemporary  angling  works. 

The  author,'David  Webster — a  full-length  por- 
trait of  whom,  waders  and  all,  forms  the  frontis- 
piece of  the  book — says  that  he  gained  his  daily 
bread  entirely  by  his  fishing-rod,  and  this  for  forty 
years.  This  cuts  both  ways.  In  the  first  place  it 
is  a  proof  that  whatever  style  he  adopted  he  must 


years  ago,  when  trout  were  far  more  plentiful  and 
less  educated  than  now.  He  says  in  his  preface 
that  his  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  an  | 
old  friend  "  for  his  assistance  in  giving  expression 
to  my  views  and  form  to  my  facts  "  generally.  In  I 
my  opinion  the  book  is  well  written,  good  English, 
and  evidently  the  work  of  a  man  who  was  fitted 
for  the  task,  though  it  is  not  always  equal,  as  if 
part  of  it  was  Ids  own.  I 

The  first  question  is  forced  upon  me  in  the  title 
of  the  book.  What  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  ' 
wonderful  is  a  "loop  rod"'?  And  the  answer 
seems  quite  as  wonderful  as  the  title  itself.  The 
rod  which  he  was  in  the  habit  of  using  was  a 
spliced  rod  in  three  pieces — "  the  butt  of  ash,  the 
middle  joint  of  hickory,  and  the  top  of  lancewood  ; 
when  greater  lightness  is  desired  the  butt  may  be 
made  from  the  lime  tree,"  he  says.  Now  comes  its 
peculiarity,  and  from  which  it  derives  its  name  of 
"loop  rod."    "Attached  to  the  extremity  of  the 


reel  line,  and  which  he  calls  "the  casting  line." 
I  will  give  his  own  words  as  to  this,  verbatim  : 
"The  line  is  made  of  horse-hair,  not  too  firmly 
twisted,  the  lengths  of  hair  being  knotted  at  their 
junction,  and  the  ends  neatly  tied  with  w(;ll  rosined 
silk  thread.  It  tapers  gradually  from  the  loop  to 
the  gut.  The  number  of  hairs  composing  the 
thickest  part  of  the  line,  at  the  loop,  ranges  from 
thirty-six  to  forty-five  (1)  according  to  fineness, 
diminishing  gradually  to  five  or  six  at  the  point 
where  the  gut  line  is  attached.  The  length  of 
the  casting  line  should  be  from  18  to  '20  feet. 
The  loop  at  the  top  is  about  three  inches  long,  and 
is  passed  through  the  corresponding  loop  of  smaller 
size  attached  to  the  rod." 

Now  it  is  difficult  to  realise  the  advantages  of 
such  a  system.  There  are  many  advocates  for  tie 
rods  or  spliced  rods,  and  they  are  good  weapons, 
but  as  old  as  the  hills,  and  easily  made  in  com- 
parison with  a  ferruled  rod.  Then  what  advantages 
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have  believed  in,  and  as  in  some  respects  his 
methods  of  fishing  for  trout  are  quite  opposed  to 
the  advanced  school  of  wet  fly  fishermen  it  has 
been  my  fortune  (or  misfortune)  to  come  across, 
and  as  his  successes  are  apparently  greater  than  I 
myself  have  been  able  to  achieve,  all  things  con- 
sidered, I  deem  it  of  no  ordinary  interest  to  dissect 
such  a  work  in  order  to  see  if  therein  we  can  find 
any  reason  for  his  successes,  which  I  shall  speak 
of  in  their  proper  place. 

David  Webster  seems  to  have  fished  almost 
exclusively  the  Clyde  and  the  upper  and  middle 
waters  of  the  Tweed,  the  Clyde  in  particular — both 
in  open  waters  tolerably  well  known  and  thrashed. 
The  date  of  publication  of  his  work  is  1885,  so 
that  his  forty  years'  experience  antedated  this 
pe?iod ;  and  thus  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  he 
began  not  later  than  1845,  and  probably  earlier,  by 
a  year,  allowing  for  the  writing,  revising,  and 
publication  of  the  work,  say  in  1844,  or  fifty-seven 


top  piece  is  a  strong  loop  of  twisted  horse-hair, 
through  which  is  passed  the  loop  of  tfie  hair  line 
used  in  casting."  The  rod  he  used  measured  from 
I'd  feet  6  inches  to  lo  feet  8  inches  in  length. 
There  is  no  reel,  no  riogs  of  any  kiud  on  the  rod, 
no  brass  ferrules  or  reel  fittings.  "  The  butt,"  he 
says,  "  middle  joint,  and  top  may  be  made  of 
equal  length,  but  I  fiequently  use  a  short  middle 
piece  and  a  long  top,  and  this  arrangement  I 
think  huproves  the  spring."  He  then  gives 
measurements  as  follows; — -"Butt,  4  feet  8  inches  ; 
middle  piece,  3  feet  7  inches ;  top,  5  feet  5  inches." 
He  then  declares  that  such  a  rod  is  vastly  superior 
to  the  ordinary  rod  "  in  lightness  and  elasticity." 
In  lightness  I  daresay  it  is,  but  I  can  never  for  one 
moment  swallow  the  rest.  Practical  rod  makers, 
amateur  as  well  as  professional,  would  I  think  be 
equally  sceptical.  The  joints  are  tied  together  by 
waxed  cord — ct  ooila  tout ! 

Now  for  the  substitute  for  what  with  us  is  the 


may  be  gained  by  the  absence  of  a  good  reel  and 
line  one  would  think  were  counterbalanced  by  the 
disadvantages  too  many  to  enumerate.  Then 
think  of  a  trout  line  beginning  with  a  thickness  of 
thirty-six  to  forty-five  hairs  ! 

I  now  pass  on  to  the  ■'  gut  line "  he  used. 
"  This  measures  from  16  to  17  feet,  and  so  the 
total  length  of  line  from  the  loop  to  the  trail  (or 
end)  fly  is  from  o4  to  37  feet.  The  "  gut  line,"  he 
says,  should  be  tapered  and  unstained. 

And  now  we  come  to  another  and  interesting 
peculiarity  of  his— namely,  "  I  always  use  nine  (I) 
flies  on  my  cast,  attached  by  looped  gut  to  the 
main  gut  line."  He  places  one  at  each  alternate 
knot,  say  20  to  22  inches  from  fly  to  fly. 
Now  this  is,  so  far  as  my  own  experience  goes,  by 
no  means  conducive  to  success  generally.  I  never 
saw  a  first-class  fisherman  who  habitually  used 
more  than  three  flies  on  any  Scotch  river.  Indeed, 
I  well  remember  my  own  old  preceptor,  Mark 
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Aitken,  saying — when  he  had  fished  the  Tweed, 
between  Peebles,  and  Innerleithen  in  later  years  (he 
seldom  used  more  than  two  flies  five  and  six  feet 
apart,  and  at  times  only  one  fly) — that  he 
had  met  some  "  locals  "  fishing  what  what  they 
described  as  "  a  shoor  o'  flees  "  (a  shower  of  flies) 
and  he  surprised  them  by  the  paucity  of  his  flies 
and  the  number  and  size  of  his  trout.  "  They  are 
a  hundred  years  ahint  up  yonder,"  was  his  verdict 
when  speaking  of  them  to  me.  What  would  he 
have  said  had  he  read  this  book  with  its  record  of 
large  baskets  and  large  trout  and  nine  flies  on  the 
gut  casting  line  ? 

The  flies  Webster  fished  with  I  will  not  enter 
into.  But  they  are  good  flies  in  my  opinion, 
though  I  personally  never  dress  a  small  river  trout 
fly  with  more  than  one  wing,  tied  in  a  bunch,  and 
often  a  very  spare  wing  at  that.  He  divided  them 
into  two,  on  the  principle  upon  which  Canon 
Greenwell  recommraded  his  glorious  fly  to  be 
dressed — that  is,  blackbird's  wing  for  wings,  "  tied 
in  a  bunch  and  split "  (divided  by  the  silk  thread 
used  in  tying  the  fly  itself).  David  Webster  pi  aces 
the  Sand  Fly  very  high,  and  this  is  again  peculiar, 
doubtless  because  the  Clyde  abounds  in  sandy 
beds,  where  this  fly  hatches  out  in  abundance.  I 
have  not  found  it  take  such  a  foremost  place  in 
my  own  experience,  which  has  been  much  more 
varied  than  his  own  ;  but  I  have  seldom  fished  the 
Clyde,  and  not  since  I  was  a  lad. 

He  fished  up  stream  whenever  it  was  practicable 
to  do  so,  and  his  remarks  are  worthy  of  more  than 
a  passing  glance.  But  though  he  speaks  of  fishing 
a  large  body  of  water,  such  as  the  lower  part  of 
the  Tweed,  by  his  own  showing  he  very  seldom 
fished  the  Tweed  below  Galashiels,  and  the  whole 
style  of  his  rod  and  line  and  his  s.^stein  of  fishing 
generally  bespeaks  the  man  who  was  most  at 
home  in  waters  of  moderate  volume,  such  as  the 
upper  Tweed  and  the  C\\,de.  There  being  nothing 
very  original  in  his  manner  of  attacking  stream  or 
pool  with  fly,  save  the  extraordinary  nutuber  of  flies 
on  his  gut  line,  I  shall  not  discuss  the  question 
further  than  to  fay  that  his  methods  seem  to  me 
to  be  in  advance  of  what  one  would  have  expected 
from  his  armament. 

No  one  can  fail  to  see,  with  all  his  peculiar  ideas, 
that  he  was  a  man  possessing  in  a  high  degree 
the  instincts  of  a  good  fisherman  and  with  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  fishing  lore,  a  man  who 
thought  out  his  own  problems  and  followed  his 
instincts  with  dngged  per.-everance.  Such  men  are 
out  of  bed  when  we  are  beginning  to  sleep,  and 
have  a  good  basket  of  trout  ere  we  begin  the  day  at 
all.  Then,  also,  a  man  who  fishes  for  his  living 
is  at  it  all  day  and  every  day,  and  if  "  practice 
makes  perfect,"  surely  that  man  should  reach 
perfection  (as  an  angler),  especially  as  he  is  in 
deadly  earnest  to  gain  hi-i  children's  'bread  all  the 
tinae.  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  he  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  sport,  so  that  he  had  every  incentive 
to  exertion,  and  as  "the  gangin'  fit  is  aye 
gettin',"  surely  David  Webster  was  in  the  way 
of  filling  his  creel  by  reason  of  sheer  hard  and 
persistent  work. 

I  have— albeit  in  the  most  perfunctory  manner 
possible— sketched  the  leadit.g  .features  of  this 
practical  fisherman's  i^eculiar  system,  leaving 
the  intelligent  reader  to  make  his  own  mental 
notes,  and  I  hope  leading  him  to  order  the  book 
itself. 

I  will  add  a  few  records  of  his  sport,  and  if 
they  are  not  considered  good  enough  I  shall  be 
surprised. 

At  times  they  are,  to  me,  bordering  on  the 
wonderful,  but  then  the  writer  may  have  fished 
unusually  long  hours,  very  early  and  very  late.  At 
other  times  he  boldly  informs  us  that  his  baskets 
are  the  result  of  a  few  hours'  fishing.  There  we 
can  but  admit  his  skill. 

I  have  had  my  successes,  but  nothing  like  his  in 
the  Tweed  for  any  length  of  time.  Of  course  he 
began  long  before  I  did.  Unfortunately  he  does 
not  give  the  dates  of  the  large  takes  he  mentions, 
which  is  certainly  extremely  unsatisfactory,  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  in  his  early  days  trout  were 
fished  for  with  tackle  such  as  we  would  laugh  at 
now,  and  baskets  of  fish  were  taken  such  as  now, 
in  the  same  waters  and  under  the  same  conditions, 
it  would  be  hopeless  to  expect,  even  with  the  finest 
gut  lines  and  flies  in  the  market. 

I  shall  begin  with  page  70.  Speaking  of  arti6cial 
fly  fishing  he  writes  thus  :— "  But  even  in  these 
altered  and  degenerate  times  I  should  consider  any 
day's  fishing  a  failure  were  I  to  kill  less  than 


from  101b.  to  151b.  of  trout  between  ten  in  the 
morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon."  Remember, 
he  is  speaking  only  of  the  Clyde  and  the  Tweed, 
and  of  the  open  water  on  both  rivers.  Remember, 
also,  that  the  book  was  published  in  1885.  It  is 
true  that  he  is  speaking  of  the  cream  of  the  fly 
fishing  season,  "  from  the  beginning  of  the  season 
to  the  middle  of  May."  Well,  it  is  a  very  good 
average,  for  these  are  most  legitimate  hours.  In 
this,  therefore,  there  is  nothing  incredible  in 
a  man  whose  life  was  spent  in  fishing.  It  is  a 
remarkably  good  average  for  such  rivers,  none 
the  less. 

Again,  at  page  109.  While  praising  the  loop 
rod  and  loop  line  he  makes  this  most  remark- 
able statement,  one  to  which  I  desire  to  draw 
marked  attention :  —  "  I  have  often"  (sic) 
"  killed  trout  upwards  of  five  pounds  with  it, 
and  generally  I  have  no  difficulty  with  trout  of 
21b.  or  Sib." 

My  first  remark  is  that  I  am  sincerely  surprised 
at  the  familial-  way  in  which  he  speaks  of  "  often  " 
killing  trout  of  over  51b.  from  such  rivers,  as  if 
they  were  plentiful.  And  secondly,  as  he  had  no 
reel,  and  a  short  line  at  best,  my  wonder  in  no  way 
decreases. 

At  page  118  David  Webster  mentions  the  "  Sand 
Fly,"  which,  he  remarks,  "  comes  on  about  the 
middle  of  May."  It  is  evidently  in  great  numbers 
on  the  Clyde,  especially  "  at  and  above  Thankerton, 
where  the  river  flows  for  miles  over  a  sandy  bed." 
Fipally,  he  declares  that  then  "  the  angler  who  is 
possessed  of  any  skill  in  the  art  should  never  be 
content  with  anything  less  than  a  basket  of  from 
121b.  to  201b.,  either  on  Clyde  or-  on  Tweed  "  ;  and, 
at  page  119,  he  "  remembers  on  a  cloudy  day 
securing  a  ba-ket  of  251b.  with  the  Sand  Fly  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours'  fishing  at  Thornilee  (on  the 
Tweed)  towards  the  end  of  May,  and  when  the  hills 
lay  white  with  snow."  But  he  does  not  give  the 
year  I 

Chapter  V.  he  devotes  to  "  Natural  Fly  Fishing  " 
exclusively. 

Speaking  of  the  May  Fly  of  Tweedside — that  is, 
the  Stone  Fly  (Perla  marginata),  which  is  indeed 
a  deadly  lure  in  some  of  our  Scettish  streams — he 
writes  thus  : — 

"  I  have  frequently  captured  201b.  to  30Ib.  of 
trout  with  it  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours."  And 
even  more  remarkable  is  the  statement  that  follows : 
"Twelve  years  ago"  (that  is,  about  the  jear 
1873),  "  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Clyde,  I 
caught  201b.  and  upwards  daily  for  six  days  in 
succession,  and  was  home  before  breakfast  on 
each  occasion ;  and  during  the  summer  of  1882 
my  son  and  I  killed  on  the  Clyde  and  one  of 
its  tributaries  by  its  means  1041b.  trout  in  three 
consecutive  days."  How  is  this  for  high  ?  Bravo, 
David  I 

Speaking  of  fishing  with  the  natural  Green 
Drake,  he  adds  :  "  Many  a  score  of  baskets  of  20Ib. 
each  have  fallen  to  my  Green  Drakes,  and  on  one 
occasion  I  captured  twenty-three  trout  weighing 
23.ilb.,  and  on  the  following  day  twelve  trout 
weighing  141b.  1  "  The  method  he  employed  was 
blow-line  fishing,  or  a  near  approach  to  this 
method.  It  is  a  method  I  never  saw  practised  in 
Scotland,  and  never  knew  anyone  who  did  so. 
Indeed,  I  never  even  heard  of  good  Green  Drake 
fishing  save  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  Islaand 
in  the  Dean,  its  tributary  stream,  for  I  have  never 
seen  Green  Drake  plentiful  in  my  life  on  any  Scotch 
river. 

I  once  fished  the  lower  Isla  and  Dean,  but  it 
was  before  the  May  Fly  was  up,  and  I  was  only 
there  about  a  week,  but  Crockett,  of  Blairgowrie, 
told  me  of  his  baskets  there  with  the  Green  Drake. 
He  next  speaks  of  fishing  with  the  Black  Ant 
(natural),  an  entirely  new  lure  to  me,  and  states 
(page  149)  that  "  from  about  the  beginning  of 
August  to  September,  baskets  of  from  lOib.  to  201b. 
a  day  frequently  testify  to  its  powers,  and  in  some 
instances  as  many  as  301b.  in  one  day  have  been 
secured." 

Then  he  touches  on  "  Creeper  fishing  "  (page  158). 
Now  the  "  Creeper  "  is  the  larva  of  the  Stone  Fly  or 
May  Fly  of  Tweedside,  already  mentioned.  He 
particularises  killing  "  a  basket  of  201b.  from  the 
Tweed,  above  Beggar  Water,  in  one  day,  or  rather 
part  of  a  day."  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  this, 
seeing  that  I  rank  the  creeper  as  one  of  the  most 
deadly  of  all  the  natural  lures  in  its  season,  in 
broken  water.  (It  is  useless  in  pools.)  The  "Caddis  " 
comes  next,  but  as  he  does  not  speak  of  his  taA-es  I 
must  pass  on. 


'  Minnow  Fishing. 

Writing  about  spinning  with  the  natural  lure,  he 
remarks  that  he  once  got  241b.  of  trout  from  the 
Clyde,  and  once  again  251b.  from  the  Tweed,  and  as 
these  seem  to  have  been  his  record  days  they  are 
quite  easily  accepted  by  the  reader;  for,  as  the 
outcome  of  forty  years  (from  1844  or  1885  onwards), 
one  might  have  looked  for  even  heavier  hasliets. 
I  think  I  have  sufficiently  interested  the  reader, 
and  for  the  rest  I  refer  him  to  the  book  itself.  I 
can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  while  I  cannot  see 
the  force  of  his  arguments  in  favour  of  the  loop  rod 
and  line,  his  results  seem  to  be  most  satisfactory. 
But  how  many  trout  under  Jib.  swelled  the  aggregate 
weight  of  the  "  baskets  "  of  this  angler,  who  fished 
for  the  market,  who  can  tell  ? 

Again,  how  many  of  his  largest  baskets  were 
taken  in  the  earhj  days  ?  Also,  how  many  yellow 
trout  did  he  really  take  with  rod  and  line  over  51b. 
each  that  he  speaks  so  glibly  of  it  ?  Did  he  weigh 
them  carefully  ?  If  he  did — by  what  lure,  and  in 
what  season,  did  he  catch  these  grand  51b.  trout  ? 
Why  does  he  give  no  such  particulars?  Surely 
neither  in  the  Tweed,  nor  in  the  Clyde,  are  trout 
of  that  weight  commonly  basketed.  I  have  only  had 
one  from  the  Tweed  in  over  40  years,  and  I  was 
very  proud  of  it,  especially  as  it  fell  to  a  small 
artificial  fly.  The  author  speaks  too  loosely  about 
such  triumphs.  I  can  imagine  him,  if  he  had  been 
asked  the  reason  for  his  vagueness,  wriggling  out  of 
it,  as  Falstaff  did — 

"  Reason?  and  on  compulsion  ?  If  reasons  were 
as  plentiful  as  blackberries  I  would  not  give  you 
a  reason  upon  compulsion,  II" 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  David  Webster  must  have 
been  a  notable  fisherman,  as  I  think  his  "  baskets  " 
sufficiently  prove,  and  his  book  will  be  found  full 
of  valuable  fishing  lore,  the  result  of  patient  and 
keen  observation. 

I  have  not  attempted  to.  do  more  than  touch  the 
mere  fringe  of  some  of  his  best  chapters,  and  I 
have  not  even  mentioned  some  of  the  concluding 
chapters  at  all,  such  as  "  Night  Fishing  for  Trout," 
"  Grayling  Fishing,"  "Salmon  Fishing,"  and  "Pike 
Fishing."  I  have  not  given  a  list  of  his  flies  or 
their  various  dressings,  as  I  have  to  consider  space. 

Does  it  not  strike  the  most  casual  of  men  how 
frequently  people  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion  by 
different  methods. 

There  are  no  end  of  "  styles  "  in  rods,  from  the 
Poker  to  the  Castleconnell  and  the  "  Loop  Rod." 
But  there  is  one  important  factor  which  is  frequently 
overlooked,  and  that  is — the  man  behind  the  rod. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


A  CHRISTMAS  EOACH. 


I  THINK  I  have  some  claim  to  call  myself  a 
family  man,  having  a  wife  and  seven  small  children 
to  provide  for.  Some  folks  have  more,  but  one  for 
every  day  in  the  week  seems  a  sufiicient  quiverful, 
considering  their  capacious  mouths  and  appetites. 
I  am  not  a  fisherman  ;  no,  I  never  could  see  the 
fun  to  be  derived  from  sitting,  as  my  Uncle  James 
does,  on  a  camp-stool  in  the  frost  waiting  for  a 
bite  with  a  nose  as  red  as  his  woollen  comforter. 
He  has  another  comforter,  too,  but  that  is  by  the 
way.  When  not  engaged  at  the  Lucky  Anglers' 
Club,  Uncle  James  sometimes  drops  in  of  an  even- 
ing, and  over  his  hot  toddy,  and  amid  the  horrible 
fumes  of  his  tobacco,  discourses  learnedly  on  his 
favourite  pastime.  He  tells  Billy  and  Thomas — 
allowed  to  stop  up  on  these  occasions — astounding 
fish  yarns,  to  which  they  listen  saucer-eyed  and 
breathless.  My  wife  and  I,  half  stifled  by  the 
smoke,  listen  too,  but  incredulously.  Uncle  James's 
great  story  (always  demanded)  winds  up  these 
reunions.  It  tells  how  he  once  hooked  an  enor- 
mous chub  which  was  giving  tremendous  play 
when  it  was  swallowed,  holus  bolus,  by  a  gigantic 
pike.  This  monster  had  jaws  like  a  crocodile,  and 
lashed  the  water  into  waves  like  a  steamer,  and 
was  gradually  pulling  him  in,  and  would  have 
eaten  him  too,  when  it  jerked  the  rod  out  of  his 
hands  and  swam  off  with  it  across  the  Thames. 
Overcome  by  this  awful  recollection.  Uncle  James 
will  then  gulp  down  his  punch  and  depart,  leaving 
Billy  and  Thomas  in  a  state  borderirig  on  delirium. 

But  our  boss  relation  is  Aunt  Eliza,  who  is  rich 
and  old.  She  always  sends  us  a  little  hamper  mt 
Christmas,  containing  an  indigestible  pudding, 
sticky  jam,  which  leaves  indelible  traces  on  my 
best  trousers,  and  sundry  other  delicacies.  We 
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idolise  Aunt  Eliza,  not,  of  course,  because  she  has 
loads  of  money  safely  invested,  though  perhaps 
that  counts.  It  is  only  human  nature.  Once,  in 
a  moment  of  confidence,  she  hinted  that  perhaps 
when  she  had  gone  to  heaven  our  family  might  be 
all  the  better  for  the  translation.  At  this  dreadful 
suggestion  we  naturally  expressed  proper  horror 
and  dissent,  not  at  the  happy  prospect  in  store  for 
Aunt  Eliza,  but  at  the  idea  of  her  ever  shuffling  off 
this  mortal  coil.  I  don't  think  I  mentioned  that 
she  was  a  tall,  angular  old  lady  of  some  seventy 
summers  (and  winters),  of — I  must  say  it — peevish 
and  dictatorial  manner,  with  orangy-golden  hair 
and  splendid  white  teeth,  "  like  a  wolf's,"  as 
Tommy  explained  to  a  small  sister,  a  remark 
which  caused  his  premature  retirement  supperless 
to  bed. 

Uncle  James  belongs  to  my  side  of  the  house, 
and  is  cordially  hated  by  -Aunt  Eliza,  who  is  a 
Dabbs  (my  wife's  maiden  name).  She  calls  him 
"  that  mendacious  old  boozer,"  and  other  flattering 
epithets.  Once,  too,  I  overheard  Gladys  Maud, 
our  little  slavy,  confiding  to  a  bosom  friend  at  the 
door  how  she  heard  our  venerated  relative  say  to 
my  wife,  "  And  I  can't  think,  Jane,  whatever 
possessed  you  to  marry  that  silly  little  Jinks — a 
Dabbs  to  wed  with  an  attorney's  clerk !  "  But  I 
said  nothing ;  I  knew  how  her  money  was  invested, 
and  a  time  would  come. 

At  the  festive  season  a  halfpenny  card  from  each 
child,  "  with  fond  love  and  many  happy  returns," 
etc. — in  one  envelope,  of  course — was  despatched 
to  this  amiable  old  lady,  our  own  offering  being  a 
frosted  cake  (home-made)  or  an  antimacassar  or 
wool  mittens.  I  regret  to  say  that  these  presents 
usually  evoked  but  meagre  thanks,  with  a  sniff  and 
a  remark  that  we  were  not  likely  to  beggar  our- 
selves by  them  ;  but  then  some  people  are  never 
grateful.  This  Christmas  we  had  not  yet  decided 
what  form  our  annual  gift  should  take,  but  when 
Uncle  James  came  with  an  invitation  for  Billy  to 
go  fishing  with  him  early  on  the  23rd  the  question 
was  decided.  A  nice  dish  of  fresh  fish  would  be 
an  acceptable  and  valuable  present  which  could  not 
fail  to  please.    My  wife  said  it  was  a  lovely  idea. 

After  many  injunctions  vc  drowning,  wet  feet, 
etc.,  the  pair  started  by  'bus,  muffled  up  to  the 
throats,  Uncle  James  splendidly  equipped  with  his 
fishing  tackle,  and  our  fon  and  heir  (prospective) 
carrying  a  large  tin  of  maggots.  That  evening 
Billy  returned  safe,  in  a  high  state  of  exaltation, 
brandishing  a  brown  paper  parcel,  and  with  a 
highly-flavoured  account  of  the  day.  They  had 
been  out  in  a  yellow  boat  at  Twickenham,  and  the 
fish  wouldn't  bite,  but  they  fished  on  till  Uncle 
James  said  he  was  frost-bitten,  and  they  went  to 
the  Jolly  Carp  inn  where  they  had  hot  tea— though 
Uncle  James's  smelled  like  punch — and  steaks, 
and  there  was  a  nice  man  there  who  had  a 
beautiful  fish  and  gave  it  to  Uncle  James  and  he 
gave  him  a  sixpence,  and  here  it  was.  Whereupon 
the  parcel  was  opened,  and  a  fat,  large  scaled,  red- 
finned  specimen  of  the  finny  tribe  was  disclosed  to 
the  admiring  gaze  of  the  assembled  family.  Even 
if  Uncle  James  didn't  catch  it  it  was  kind  to  buy 
it  for  us.  Billy,  the  hero  of  the  hour,  with 
Waltonian  pride,  informed  us  it  was  a  roach,  an 
announcement  which  we  did  not  dare  to  dispute. 
Gladys  Maud  alone  was  minus  enthusiasm.  She 
said  "  as  'ow  it  smelled,"  a  most  improper  remark, 
for  which  she  was  promptly  expelled  by  my  wife. 
We  carefully  packed  the  monster  in  an  old 
chocolate-box  and  I  posted  it,  "  with  our  love  and 
a  merry  Christmas  "  written  on  a  half  sheet  of 
notepaper,  the  same  evening,  Christmas  day 
dawned  and  expectation  was  rife  when — conceive 
our  consternation  and  dismay — the  postman  arrived 
hamperless.  But  to  these  feelings  were  added 
despair  and  anguish  when  we  read  the  contents  of 
a  letter  he  brought  instead — a  letter  directed  in 
the  severe  hand  of  our  most  respected  relation. 
It  ran  as  follows  : — 

"  Villa, 

"  Dec.  24,  19-.  "  Bayswater,  W. 

"  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  costly  and  useful 
present.  Taking,  as  it  did,  the  fonn  of  a  stale  and 
stinking  fish,  which  even  Louisa,  my  cat,  refused 
to  touch,  and  which  was  probably  given  you  a 
week  ago  by  that  boozing  old  rascal,  James  Jinks, 
I  must  decline  any  further  intercourse  or  com- 
munication with  your  family.  I  pity  Jane,  but 
she  has  made  her  own  bed  and  must  lie  in  it. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  Eliza  Dabbs." 
I  will   draw  the   curtain   over   cur  universal 


lamentations,  from  which  I  must  however  omij; 
those  of  Gladys  Maud.  She  seemed  to  take  a 
sniggering  pleasure  in  our  woe,  and  as  she  banged 
the  parlour  door  I  heard  something  like  "  served 
'em  bally  well  right "  on  her  side  of  it,  but  I  was 
too  nerveless  to  enquire.  Aunt  Eliza  was  found 
dead  in  bed  one  morning  a  week  after,  and  a 
lawyer's  letter  informed  us  that  she  had  left  her 
entire  fortune  to  a  hospital  for  incurables.  Sic 
transit  gloria  mundi.  Black  Hackle. 


"IT  WAS  ALMOST  WINTEE.' 


It  was  certainly  winter  by  the  calendar,  one  of 
the  early  days  in  December's  month  to  be  i^recise, 
when  I  made  a  jaunt  to  a  south  country  grayling 
stream,  although  but  for  the  nakedness  of  the  trees 
and  the  bare  weather-worn  appearance  of  the 
hedgerows,'  one  might  well  have  imagined  that 
spring  had  come"  round  again,  so  soft  and  balmy 
was  the  air.  The  sharp  frosts  of  November  had 
departed  and  left  in  their  train  a  genial  atmosphere 
enticing  one  out  to  the  river  side.  The  grayling  had 
been  moving  well,  and  I  anticipated  great  things 
with  one  of  the  latest  "  Fancies  "  in  flies,  appro- 
priately named  the  "  Witch."  This  ^production 
has  been  before  described  in  these  columns,  so 
that  there  is  no  necessity  now  to  say  a  word  about 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  built. 

But  it  was  rather  calculated  to  damp  the  ardour 
of  the  enthusiast  to  be  told  by  the  keeper 
immediately  upon  arrival  at  destination  that  the 
water  was  being  run  over  the  meadows  for  the 
behoof  of  the  grass  land,  and  that  as  a  consequence 
the  river  itself  was  dead  low,  very  slack  and,  as 
usual,  as  clear  as  crystal.  Shallow  water,  plenty 
of  weeds,  and  little  current  I  had  had  to  contend 
with  before,  and  yet  by  painstaking  efforts  I  had 
not  returned  empty-handed  from  the  fray.  Grayling 
are  ea=;ily  tcarcd  when  in  thin  water,  and  under  such 
a  condition  I  have  great  faith  in  the  down-stream 
mode  of  angling  with  a  long  line  and  the  finest  of 
tackle,  casting  as  far  over  in  the  direction  of  the 
opposite  bank  as  possible  and  allowing  the  line  to 
quietly  sweep  round  until  it  reaches  the  hole 
or  holes  where  fish  are  known  to  congregate. 
Smaller  flies,  however,  are  perhaps  better  than  the 
larger  patterns  which  one  would  adopt  were  the 
river  at  its  normal  height  and  a  good  stream 
running. 

I  confess  that  I  made  somewhat  light  of  the  lack 
of  water,  for  I  had  a  pretty  good  notion  of  where 
the  grayling  were  to  be  found,  and  felt  confident 
that  the  Witch  properly  presented  would  not  fail 
to  attract  them.  There  was  no  wind  so  the  casting 
was  easy.  The  day  was  dull,  although  at  intervals 
the  sun  made  several  feeble  attempts  to  break 
through  the  clouds  but  with  only  a  modicum  of 
success.  It  was  indeed  perfect  grayling  weather, 
and  sport  of  the  highest  order  would  have  been 
had  if  the  stream  had  not  been  so  terribly  low.  I 
ascertained  that  many  of  the  big  fish  had  shifted 
their  quarters,  and  that  for  the  moment  they  were 
not  easily  located.  One  run  I  especially  like  which 
invariably  yields  a  good  fish  was,  however,  known 
still  to  hold  a  few  large  ones,  but  the  majority  of 
its  occupants  were  half-pounders. 

It  was  quite  early  when  I  killed  my  first  brace 
of  grayling — in  fact,  between  daybreak  and  7.15 
a.m.,  when  few  would  consider  it  worth  while 
to  try  for  them.  One  may  not  see  grayling 
rising,  but  often  and  often  I  have  taken  fish 
immediately  it  was  light  when  less  keen  fishermen 
were  in  the  arms  of  Morpheus.  I  had  rigged  up  a 
four-yard,  very  fine  cast,  and  used  a  very  light 
running  line,  the  fly  being  also  comparatively  small 
— one  on  a  double-nothing  hook.  This  slender 
tackle  was  necessary  in  view  of  the  dearth  of  water 
and  want  of  current.  The  first  grayling  over  lib. 
which  I  took  was  killed  at  9  a.m.,  and  I  hoped 
I  was  in  for  a  real  good  time.  So  gingerly,  how- 
ever, did  it  take  the  fly  that  it  needed  the  sharpest 
eyes  to  discern  the  least  swirl — it  was  the  merest 
suspicion  of  one — in  the  water.  I  secured  the 
fish  after  a  pretty  piece  of  play,  and  found 
it  weighed  lib.  4oz.  I  tried  numerous  runs 
between  weeds,  especially  where  there  were  patches 
of  gravel  to  be  seen,  duriog  a  mile  walk  down 
stream  and  picked  up  an  odd  fish  here  and  there, 
but  none  bettering  the  nice  one  I  have  mentioned. 
The  whereabouts  of  the  big  ones  I  failed  to 
discover.  A  generally  sure  cast  for  a  brace  yielded 
only  a  couple  of  "  sprats."    One  fairly  good  fish  I 


spotted  moving  restlessly  about,  and  this  I  quickly 
secured  and  placed  in  the  basket.  At  noon  there 
was  a  rise  of  Olives,  but  they  were  left  severely 
alone,  only  a  few  scripers  taking  any  notice  of 
them.  I  had  still  on  the  Witch  I  attached  to  the 
cast  the  first  thing  in  the  morning,  but  had  an  idea 
that  when  the  sun  shone  for  a  few  minutes  another 
pattern  I  had  invented  might  possibly  tempt  a  fish. 
The  fly  was  a  real  startler  as  regards  combination 
and  contrast  of  colour.  A  red  ibis  tag  served  for  a 
tail,  the  body  was  of  flat  gold,  the  hackle  light  blue 
Andalusian  and  "  eyes  "  were  made  of  mites  of 
jungle  cock.  The  first  grayling  I  offered  this  lure 
to  was  so  alarmed  by  the  strange  appearance  of  the 
nondescript  that  it  shot  off  frightened  out  of  its  very 
wits.  And  so  ended  the  trial  trip  of  the  new  fly  1 
It  looks  all  right  dressed  on  a  0  hook,  and  I  am  still 
not  without  hope  that  some  day  it  will  meet  with 
a  better  reception  than  it  did  on  the  occasion 
referred  to. 

I  quickly  changed  the  failure  for  the  green, 
gold  and  red  confection,  and  as  nothing  seemed  to 
be  moving  in  my  neighbourhood  worth  casting  for, 
I  walked  down  stream  leisurely  on  the  chance  of 
spotting  something  better.  Here  at  any  rate  I 
discovered  some  current.  After  waiting  a  brief 
while  to  see  if  any  grayling  were  stirring,  I  espied 
a  dimple  under  the  opposite  bank,  fully  twenty-five 
yards  off'.  I  duly  covered  it  with  the  Witch  fished 
dry,  but  what  I  hoped  was  a  grayling  resolved 
itself  into  a  2^\h.  trout,  which  was  landed  and 
immediately  given  its  liberty  again.  A  spreading 
kind  of  rise  I  next  noticed,  which  came  unmistak- 
ably from  a  grayling.  I  presented  the  hackled  fly 
to  the  originator  of  the  disturbance  of  the  water, 
but  a  dozen  casts  failed  to  meet  with  any  response. 
Then  I  caused  the  lure  to  sink,  and  tried  various 
dodges  known  to  wet  fly-fishers  to  worry  the 
grayling  into  action.  I  pegged  away  for  fully  half- 
an-hour,  and  in  the  end  there  was  a  swirl  at  the 
end  of  the  line ;  the  fish  was  hooked,  and  the  well- 
known  passive  resistance  with  which  a  grayling 
begins  its  fight  for  life  told  me  that  the  siren  had 
enticed  the  quarry  to  its  doom.  I  had  an  exciting 
bit  of  play  ere  I  could  net  the  fish.  Twice  it  was 
almost  within  reach,  but  darted  off'  on  both  occa- 
sions. Finally,  I  had  to  play  it  right  out,  and  then 
lifted  it  on  to  the  bank  and  admired  its  beauty. 
It  was  my  best  grayling  of  the  day,  and  weighed 
lib.  12oz.  by  the  steelyards.  The  "  Compleat 
Angler"  we  know  contains  several  inaccuracies, 
and  Cotton's  statement  regarding  the  dead-hearted- 
ness  of  Thymallus  is  acknowledged  to  be  altogether 
wrong.  I  have  had  many  a  tussle  with  a  big 
grayling,  and  consider  that  it  is  far  more  difficult 
to  safely  bring  a  21b.  fish  to  bank  than  a  trout 
double  the  size. 

But  to  return  to  my  muttons.  After  I  had 
creeled  this  lovely  specimen  I  espied  another  rise 
close  at  hand.  The  keeper  of  the  preserve 
strongly  urged  me  to  try  for  the  fish  which  caused 
it,  telling  me  "in  strict  confidence"  that  one  of 
the  monarchs  of  the  river  was  located  thereabouts. 
I  fished  for  that  grayling  for  an  hour,  more  or  less, 
but  only  succeeded  in  gettmg  a  bulge  out  of  it.  I 
could  not  induce  it  to  sample  the  fly — it  evidently 
was  not  "having  any,"  as  the  rude  boys  would 
say. 

To  make  a  long  story  short,  my  take  of  sizeable 
grayling  totalled  five  and  a  half  brace,  a  good  bag 
for  a  short  winter's  day  with  one  single  fly  fished 
dry  and  wet  as  circumstances  demanded.  When, 
at  4  p.m.,  I  relinquished  fishing  the  grayling  had 
gone  absolutely  off  the  feed,  and  there  was  not  a 
fin  moving.  Strolling  quietly  up  stream  towards 
home  a  mallard  or  two  were  seen  which  might  have 
been  easily  brought  low.  A  long  shot  would  have 
settled  accounts,  too,  with  one  of  those  two-legged 
poachers  in  the  shape  of  a  heron  which  was  dis- 
turbed in  its  evening  meal  oft'  grajding  fry  or  young 
trout.  I  had  had  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  time  of 
it,  and  when  I  turned  out  the  beautiful  grayling 
my  creel  contained,  all  in  the  best  possible  con- 
dition, I  could  not  but  wish  for  many  repetitions  of 
such  excellent  sport  in  days  yet  to  come. 

H.  A.  Rolt. 


Lyra  Piscatoria  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  Fisli,  Flies,  Fishing  and 
Fishermen.  By  Cots  WOLD  Isys,  M.A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  AV«W  sajs:  "Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  pnetry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria '  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  Ant/Ur 
Jays  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  maylbe  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  37,  King  Street,  (  event  Garden,  at  the 
reduced  price  of  2i.  6''. 
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'MONCI  CHEVIOT  HILLS  IN  JULY. 

A  BALLAD  OF  BOWMONT.-] 

When  July  days  had  well-nigh  sped 

And  summer's  sun  its  glories  shed 

On  Cheviot  haughs  and  mountains  blue, 

Lending  each  scaur  a  ruddier  hue, 

Three  city  chiels  wi'  ae  intent 

Up  Bowmont  stream  their  footsteps  bent. 

The  first  ane  was  for  litigation, 

A  lad  o'  weel  kent  reputation  ; 

His  language  ran  in  legal  phrases 

As  intricate  as  ony  maze  is ; 

A  treat  it  was  to  hear  him  wrangle 

The  ither  side  intae  a  tangle. 

A  lawyer  he,  yet  upricht  man. 

Sad  scarcity  amang  that  clan, 

Wha's  function  maistly  seems  to  ho 

To  fleece  puir  folk  by  way  o'  fee ; 

The  orphans'  cause  to  plead  but  leave 

Scarce  a  bawbee  within  their  nieve. 

The  second  was  a  lad  ordained, 

But  no  in  holy  orders  chained : 

His  sort  uprose  when  Babel's  Tower 

To  measure  was  beyond  the  power 

Of  ordinar'  folk.    To  say  nae  niair 

He  was  what's  kent  as  a  surveyor. 

A  pawky  Scot,  and  ane  that  knew 

0'  curious  stories  no'  a  few  ; 

At  business  keen  as  ony  hawk. 

As  reg'lar  as  his  eight-day  clock  ; 

To  truth  (and  coppers)  like  a  bur 

He'd  stick  unless  he  kent  "  what  for." 

The  third,  a  reckless,  rantin'  deevil. 
Yet  whiles  was  dour  and  barely  eeevil ; 
What  his  beliefs,  why  truth  to  tell, 
I  dinna  think  he  kent  himsel'. 
Purveyin'  news  was  bis  vocation. 
And  weel  he  lo'ed  his  occupation. 

0'  virtues  that  to  men  are  granted 
He  had  but  twa— nae  mair  he  wanted. 
It  may  be  that  the  grapes  were  soor, 
But  I  wha  kent  him  weel  am  sure 
These  twa  he  had — Nature  he  loved 
And  charity  at  times  him  moved. 
Weel  noo  ye  hae  the  three  depicted, 
My  further  verse  should  be  res-tricted 
To  why  they  went  and  boo  they  fared  ; 
But  I  micht  say  their  lot  was  shared 
By  the  surveyor's  wife  and  children, 
Twa  Gallants  fu'  o'  pranks  bewilderin'. 

What's  mair,  for  seven  mile  o"  the  route 

The  party  didna  gang  on  foot. 

Na !  Na  !  the  hardest  road  they  passed 

Within  a  wagonette  that  classed 

Wi'  modern  vehicles  seemed  to  be 

Some  relic  of  antiquity. 

Drawn  by  a  horse  it  was  wha's  breedin' 

Was  far  mair  obvious  than  his  feedin', 

A  mettled  beast  wi'  muckle  heart 

That  threatened  frae  his  jibs  to  start — 

Sae  eager  did  he  tak'  each  hill 

Wi'  nae  support  save  his  guidwill. 

But,  reader,  pardon  this  digression 

And  I'll  proceed  wi'  the  confession 

O'  what  they  did  on  that  excursion  ; 

Their  object  was  some  slight  diversion 

Amang  the  shoals  o'  troot  they  kent 

The  upper  Bowmont  burns  frequent. 

The  second  chiel  at  Sourhope  fut 

Got  aff ;  in  hopes  a  troot  he'd  get. 

His  conirades  watched  him  throw  the  flee, 

0'  rises  he  had  twa  or  three. 

But  ne'er  a  fin.    They  left  him  sweerin'  ! 

And  further  up  the  stream  kept  stearin'. 

At  Cocklawfoot,  whaur  frae  the  hills 

The  tribute  o'  a  thousand  rills 

Gies  Bowmont's  stream  a  start  in  life, 

The  ithers  left  horse,  weans,  and  wife 

Upon  a  promise  back  they'd  be 

By  half  past  twa,  in  time  for  tea. 

The  lawyer  was  to  be  the  billie, 

Wad  slay  the  troot,  and  for  his  ghillie 

He  had  the  journalist  whose  knowledge 

0'  every  burn  frae  Kale  to  College 

Was  like  his  thirst  beyond  a'  soundin', 

Though  mair  to  his  guid  name  redoundin'  1 

The  burn  they  chose  was  Kelsocleugh ; 

Its  waters  wi'  a  gentle  sough 

At  times  descend  in  cascades  sma'. 

At  ithers  gradually  fa' 

'Twixt  banks  whaur  winter's  angry  moods 

Have  left  their  mark  in  heavy  floods. 

On  every  side  the  bracken  springs. 

To  rock  and  brae  the  heather  clings. 

The  bluebell  nestles  here  and  there. 

All,  all  is  peace  I  and  weary  care 

Taks  to  itsel'  swift  wings  and  flees. 

No  place  it  hath  'mid  scenes  like  these  1 


Unhappy  man  that  needs  must  herd 
In  cities  grim  whaur  sma'  reward 
Awaits  thy  toil  save  sordid  pence, 
Whaur  dulled  is  mony  a  finer  sense. 
O  !  could  ye  floe  the  moil  and  din 
What  higher  pleasures  ye  wad  win  ! 
The  labourer  o'  the  field's  mair  blest, 
'Tis  his  to  toil,  but  sweet's  the  rest 
That  comes  to  him  when  gloamin's  nearin'. 
When  back  frae  ploughin'  or' frae  slioarin' 
He  wends  his  way  toward  that  hearth 
To  him  the  dearest  spot  on  earth. 

■Just  mark  his  hame ;  it's  no  its  size 

That  maks  it  pleasin'  to  the  eyes 

0'  passers-by.    Twa  rooms  it  has, 

A  thackit  roof  and  whitewashed  wa's  ; 

But  ower  the  porch  the  roses  twine 

And  mingle  wi'  the  jessamine  ! 

An  auld  pine  wood  the  background  forms 

A  darkened  clump  when  winter's  storms 

Lay  a'  the  moorland  white  wi'  snaw. 

Snugly  surrounded  by  a  wa' 

lies  that  wee  patch  the  cotter's  garden. 

Surely  his  pride  in't  has  some  pardon  1 

Let's  peep  within  the  cottage  door 

And  mark  how  Scotland's  humble  poor 

Mak'  use  o'  evenin's  scanty  hours. 

The  guidman  ower  the  paper  pores. 

The  wife  sits  i'  the  ingle  neuk 

And  keeps  young  Tanimas  at  his  book. 

Afore  the  fire  that  callant's  lyin' 

Wi'  micht  and  main  his  brains  he's  trvin' 

To  cram  wi'  thac  curst  vulgar  fractions 

Which  for  him  hae  but  sma'  attractions  ! 

His  neebour  on  the  cosy  rug 

An  auld  and  faithfu'  collie  dog. 

Within  its  little  cot  the  wean 

Has  fa'en  asleep.    Anither  ane, 

Her  daddy's  bairn  o'  simmers  five. 

Is  daein'  her  level  best  to  dive 

Intae  that  tale  wi'  feelin'  throbbin' 

Which  mourns  the  fate  o'  "Poor  Cock  Robin  "I 

But  saft  a  wee  !    Whaur  am  I  wanderin'  ? 

'Tis  time  to  note  the  lads  meanderin' 

Up  Kelsocleugh.    The  troot  were  shy. 

The  lawyer's  castin'  sair  awry. 

His  worm  splashed— an  imgainly  missile — 

Though  twice  at  least  he  hooked— a  thistle  ! 

At  length  he  tired  o'  fruitless  fishin' 

And  soon  his  freen  the  line  was  swishin' 

Across  each  hole  whaur's  practised  e'e 

Could  tell  a  troot  wad  tak  a  flee  ; 

Not  long  it  was  afore  a  dizzen 

Had  to  their  ain  destruction  risen. 

Alas  for  them  that  fixed  an  hour 

At  which  the  journalist  was  "sure" 

He'd  turn  up  at  the  rendezvous ! 

He  aye  was  late ;  though  you'll  alloo 

It's  far  frae  pleasant  trudgin'  back 

When  fish  are  madly  on  the  tak. 

Filling  the  creel  his  cronie  carried, 

A  mile  he  fished  and  seldom  tarried 

Save  ower  some  mair  than  likely  cast, 

And  twa  o'clock  bad  come  and  passed. 

When  said  the  lawyer  "  Bide  a  wee 

I'll  hae  a  dook,  then  back  for  tea." 

Five  minutes  for  his  dip  sufficed. 

And,  dressed  again,  he  was  surprised ; 

For  there  the  Pressman  wi'  a'  speed 

Was  makin'  for  the  water's  heid. 

Some  pools  far  up  had  caught  his  e'e. 

He'd  little  thocht  o'  "  Back  for  tea." 

Shoutin'  on  him  had  sma'  effect,' 

Then  in  stept  legal  intellect. 

"  I  hae  his  basket,  book  and  tackle," 

The  lawyer  said ;  and  wi'  a  chuckle 

Marched  down  the  burn  to  Cocklawfoot, 

Thinkin'  his  freen  maun  follow  suit. 

For  ance  his  reasonin'  was  wrang, 

They  waited  and  they  waited  lang, 

At  last  set  to  and  had  trheir  meal. 

Wi'  four  o'clock  back  cam'  the  chiel. 

Excuses  he  had  nane  to  proffer 

And  therefore  nane  for  him  I'll  offer. 

His  pooches  a'  wi'  troot  were  laden, 

.\nd  there  was  o'  him  nae  persuadin' 

That  he  had  better  joined  the  rest 

When  mirth  and  victuals  at  their  best 

Gaed  roun'  the  party  at  that  board 

Blest  Eden's  ain,  the  emerald  sward. 

O  1  ye  wha  deem  a  lordly  feast 

Must  consist  at  the  very  least 

O'  courses  seven,  did  }'e  ne'er  dine 

Whaur  water  seemed  mair  sweet  than  wine, 

And  hamely  bread  and  cheese  far  better 

Than  dainties  served  on  gilded  platter  ? 

Fashion's  poor  slave  !  what  appetite 

Is  thine,  though  in  thy  hall  bedight 

With  carving  rare  thou  takest  thy  fill 


Of  viands  strange  some  Frenchman's  skill 

Has  for  thy  jaded  taste  invented, 

Scarce  with  their  names  thou  art  acquainted! 

But  there  I'm  off  the  rails  again, 

-Vnd  very  near  upset's  my  train 

O'  flittin'  thochtsi    The  laggard  fed 

It  was  resolved  ere  time  had  sped 

The  ither  twa  should  try  a  cast 

Whaur  Cheviot  Burn  to  Bowmont  passed. 

The  Pressman  had  nae  inclination 

For  dealin'  further  devastation 

Amang  the  troot.    He  noo  suggested 

That  as  they  a'  seemed  gey  weel  rested. 

The  bairns,  the  leddy,  and  himsel' 

Micht  o'  hill-climbing  try  a  spell. 

/\far  old  Cheviot  roared  his  head, 

While  from  his  base  there  downward  spread 

A  sea  of  lesser  hills  like  waves. 

The  brink  that  gently  murmuring  lave 

The  heralds  of  the  rush  and  roar 

With  which  the  breaker  greets  the  shore. 

The  nearest  of  these  heights  they  chose. 

Its  summit  gained,  what  sweet  repose 

Was  theirs,  as  from  their  rocky  seat 

They  viewed  the  valley  at  their  feet ; 

Or  farther  gazing  marked  the  band 

Of  hills  that  guard  Northumberland. 

Here  in  the  days  of  Border  fray 

Reivers  were  wont  to  take  their  way ; 

In  Bowmont  vale  mosstroopers  rude 

Have  the  Northumbrians'  raids  withstood; 

Or  riding  past  yon  ridges  dark 

On  English  homesteads  left  their  mark. 

That  was  the  age  of  little  ruth. 

Of  eye  for  eye  and  tooth  for  tooth; 

When  he  of  strongest  arm  prevailed 

And  'fore  him  weaker  mortals  quailed; 

When  might  was  right  and  law  at  best 

To  Border  reivers  but  a  jest. 

Changed  times  are  now,  but  still  a  trace 

Is  left  of  these  "  the  good  old  days." 

Close  by  their  seat  the  ruins  lay 

Of  ramparts  formed,  so  peasants'  say. 

By  Borderers  who  barred  a  raid 

Some  wild  Northumbrian  prickers  made. 

Among  the  unhewn  stones  the  bairns 

Wandered  at  will  and  tiny  cairns 

Made  of  the  smaller  fragments.  They, 

The  children  of  a  happier  day. 

Recked  not  of  war ;  their  joyous  prattle 

Echoed  where  once  resounded  battle. 

So  with  the  valley  now  it  knows 

Of  nought  save  peace.    These  old-time  throes 

Have  passed,  though  still  by  Bowmont's  stream 

The  sturdy  herd  will  proudly  claim 

Descent  from  some  rough  Border  raider 

He  reverences  as  knight  crusader. 

Lang  ere  their  eyes  had  drunk  their  fill 

Of  wood  and  stream,  of  dale  and  hill, 

The  hour  arrived  when  they'd  perforce 

To  think  again  o'  takin'  horse, 

And  makin'  hamewards  ere  the  sun 

Had  sunk  beneath  the  western  zone. 

Downward  they  sped  to  whaur  they  spied 

The  lawyer  and  surveyor  plied 

Wi'  eager  rods  though  sma'  return 

The  limpid  waters  o'  the  burn. 

Then  while  his  cronies  cracked  and  smoked 

The  journalist  the  powny  yoked. 

What  boots  it  here  to  tell  the  tale 

Of  how  they  progressed  down  the  vale ; 

And  how  with  song  the  road  they  cheered. 

How  sad  some  felt  as  home  they  neared. 

Wondering  if  e'er  again  a  day 

Like  that  they'd  spent  would  come  their  way. 

O'  nichts  I  oft  replay  my  part 

In  that  excursion  and  my  heart 

Grows  full  as  memory  fondly  strays 

Back,  back  to  that  our  day  of  days  I 

Not  the  distractions  of  the  town 

Can  crush  some  pleasing  fancies  down  ! 

I  see  once  more  the  Bowmont  wind, 
Again  there  passes  in  my  mind 
The  vision  of  my  cronies  twa. 
Anon  there  looms  the  great  Cocklaw. 
"What's  that'?     A  rise!    A  carefu'  cast! 
.\  bonnie  troot  !    I  hae  him  fast  !  " 
"  He's  on  !    He's  aff  I  "    But  then  I  wake 
As  some  ane  gies  my  chair  a  shake. 
"Ye're  dreamin',  man!"    The  voice  recalls 
The  present,  and  my  idyll  falls. 
Dispelled  no'  shattered.    When  my  lane 
I  sure  can  dream  those  dreams  again ! 
And  noo  it's  time  my  pirn  I  wound. 
If  ony  brither  angler's  found 
Some  pleasure  in  this  lang  recital 
My  pains  hae  had  no  sma'  requital. 
Pardon  I  ask  of  those  offended 
My  story  like  my  dreamin's  ended. 
Edinburgh.  Carl  Lbsh. 
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CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS,  1901. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  that  in 
addition  to  the  Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  or 
Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tuesday  Tickets  to  the  East 
Coast  and  the  Norfolk  Broads  districts  (Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Cromer,  Mundesley,  Southend  -  on  -  Sea] 
Clacton,  Walton  -  on  -  Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich^ 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  Hunstanton,  etc  )', 
which  are  issued  from  Liverpool-street  and  their 
other  London  and  suburban  stations,  there  will  be 
Special  Excursion  Bookings  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  2i,  to 
most  of  the  above  stations;  also  to  Norwich,  Cam- 
bridge, Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Diss,  Woodbridge, 
Beccles,  Newmarket,  Wells  and  other  places  in  the 
Eastern  Counties;  also  via  the  Cathedral  route  to 
Spalding,  Lincoln,  Edwinstowe,  Chesterfield,  Hull, 
Sheffield,  Huddersfield,  Manchester,  York,  Leeds' 
Scarborough,  Bradford,  Wakefield,  Durham,  New- 
castle, and  other  stations  in  the  Northern  Counties  ; 
also  on  Dec.  24  and  31  cheap  bookings  to  Darlington^ 
Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc.  Cheap  Saturday 
to  Monday  Tickets  are  issued  by  all  trains  to  most  of 
the  Country  Stations  in  the  Eastern  Counties  every 
Saturday.  Tickets  (ordinary,  excursion,  etc.)  can  be 
obtamed  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street  Station,  at  the 
Great  Eastern  American  Eendezvous,  2,  Cockspur- 
street,  S.W.,  and  at  the  Company's  various  City,  West 
Ei:d,  and  other  booking  offices.  Believing  trains  will 
precede  some  of  the  trains  to  Colchester,  Ipswich 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  Norwich,  Cambrido-e  Lynn' 
etc.,  on  Dec.  20,  21,  23,  and  24.  On  Tuesday,  Dec  24* 
special  trams  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  8.10  am' 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  etc. ;  at  8  57  a  m 
for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Brandon,  Norwich,  etc.  •  '  at 
1.30  p.m.  for  Colchester,  Clacton,  Ipswich,  Norwich 
Cromer;  at  1.35  p.m.  for  Beccles,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft ;  at  7.12  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Beccles,  Yarmouth 
Lowestoft,  Diss,  Norwich,  etc. ;  at  9.25  p  m  for 
Southend,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  etc.,  and  for"  the 
accommodation  of  those  detained  at  business  until 
late  m  the  evening  Midnight  Trains  will  leave 
Liverpool-street  at  12.20  for  Cambridge,  Norwich 
Fakenham,  and  Wells  ;  at  12.25  for  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  via  Ipswich,  and  at  12.35  for  Bury  St  Ed- 
munds and  Norwich  via  Ipswich,  all  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations;  also  a  special  fast 
supper  car  express  at  12.3  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester 
and  Clacton-on-Sea.  On  Christmas  Day  trains  will 
ruii  as  on  Sundays  with  certain  additions.  Relievint^ 
trains  will  precede  some  of  the  morning  trains  Special 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  -  at  5  8  a  m 
to  Ipswich,  and  at  8.55  to  Yarmouth  and  Loweslioft 

Ipswich,  both  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate 
stations  ;  special  trains  will  also  be  run  on  many  of 
the  branches  in  connection  with  trains  to  and  from 
London.  On  Boxing  Day,  Dec.  26,  the  train  services 
wi  be  considerably  altered  ;  additional  evening  trains 
will  be  run  from  country  stations  to  London  On 
iriday,  Dec.  27,  several  of  the  usual  up  Monday  only 
expresses  and  other  additional  trains  will  be  run 
Restaurant  Cars  will  also  be  run  on  the  7.40  a.m.  trairi 
from  Clacton.  Restaurant  Cars  are  now  run  every  week 
day  (except  Christmas  and  Boxing  days)  on  the  trains 
leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich  and 
Cromer,  and  at  5  0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  the 
up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  0  a.m.  and  Yarmouth 
at  8.20  a.m.,  also  on  Saturday  on  the  1.30  p.m.  express 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Norwich  and  Cromer.  Senders 
of  Christmas  Hampers  and  Parcels  are  requested  to 
fasten  the  address  to  each  package  securely,  and  as  an 
additional  precaution  against  loss  and  delay  are 
recommended  to  put  another  address  of  the  con^ianee 
mside  each  package,  aho  the  name  and  address  of°tbe 
sender. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 
The  following  arrangements  have  been  made  bv 
the  South  -  Eastern  and  Chatham  Railway  -On 
Tuesday  Dec.  24,  a  Fast  Late  Train  to  Chislehurst, 
Sevenoaks,  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings 
Ashford,  Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Folkestone 
and  Dover  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  12.0  midnight 
Waterloo  12.2  a.m..  Cannon-street  12.5  a.m.,  London 
Bridge  12.12  a.m.,  and  New  Cro=s  12.20  a.m.  A  Fast 
Late  Train  to  Chatham,  Sittingbourne,  ■  Faversham 
Whitstable  Herne  Bay,  B.rchington,  Westgate,  Mar- 
gate Broadstairs,  Ramsgate,  Canterbury,  Walmer 
Deal,  and  Dover,  leaving.Viotoria  12.0  midnight  and 
Holborn  11.55  p.m  Third  Class  Cheap  Return  Tickets 
to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,;  Hastings,  Canter- 
bury, Whitstable,  Heine  Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate, 
Margate,  Broadstairs,  I  [Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal 
Walmer,  Dover,  Folkestone,  Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sand- 
gate,  and  New  Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)  will  be 
issued  from  London  by  certain  Trains  on  Tuesday 
Dec.  24,  available  for  the  Return  Journey  up  to  and 
including  Friday,  Dec.  27.  On  Christmas  Day  several 
-Extra  Trams  will  run,  but  the  Ordinary  Services  will 


be  as  on  Sundays.  On  Boxing  Dav,  Cheap  Pantomime 
Excursions  from  the  principal  Stations  to  London,! 
returning  about  Midnight.  Special  and  Ordinary 
Trains  to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level  Station)  from 
Victoria,  Holborn,  Ludgate-hill,  and  St.  Paul's,  and 
vice  versa.  A  Cheap  Day  Excursion  to  Aldershot, 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  6.50  a.m.  and  9.24  a.m. 
During  the  Holidays,  several  Trains  will  be  withdrawn 
or  altered.  The  Continental  arrangements  are  as 
follows :— Cheap  First  and  Second  Class  Tickets 
will  be  issued  to  Marseilles,  Hyeres,  Cannes,  Grasse, 
Nice,  Monte  Carlo,  Mentoue,  etc.,  on  Monday,  Dec.  23, 
by  a  Special  Restaurant  Car  Service,  vid  Dover  and 
Calais,  leaving- Victoria  and  Holborn  at  11.0  a.m.,  St. 
Paul's  11.2  a.m.,  and  Herne  Hill  11.10  a.m.  Cheap 
14-Day  Excursions  to  Paris,  vid  Dover  and  Calais,  on 
Dec.  21,  22,  23,  and  24,  from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon- 
street  at  9.0  p.m.  The  Cheap  First  and  Second  Class 
Paris  Excursion  Tickets  will  also  be  issued  by  the 
9.0  a.m.  Day  Service  from  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon- 
street,  vid  Dover  and  Calais  on  Dec.  24.  Cheap  Eight- 
Day  Tickets  to  Brussels  will  also  be  issued  by  various 
Services  from  Charing  Cross,  Victoria,  Holborn, 
Cannon-street,  St.  Paul's,  and  Herne  Hill  daily,  from 
Dec.  21  to  26  inclusive,  vid  Dover  and  Calais,  or  Dover 
and  Ostend.  All  the  Continental  Services  will  run  as 
usual  during  the  Holidays,  with  the  exception  of  the 
5.33  p.m.  Ostend  Service,  which  will  not  run  from 
Victoria,  Holborn,  St.  Paul's,  and  Herne  Hill  on 
Sunday,  December  22,  and  Christmas  Dav.  For  full 
particulars  as  to  Times  of  Trains,  Alterations  in  Train 
Services,  etc.,  see  Bills  and  Holiday  Programme. 


ilofes  from  ft)c  ilorf^. 

The  snowstorm  seems  on  this  occasion  to  have  been 
more  severe  across  the  Border  than  on  this  side.  The 
Far  North  is  so  much  associated  with  Arctic  conditions 
that  it  may  be  hard  for  Englishmen  to  realise  that 
while  they  are  struggling  with  snow-wreaths  and 
broken  telegraph  poles,  we  are  culling  buttercups.  But 
such  is  the  case  in  some  parts  at  least. 


There  has  been  little  snow,  but  severe  over-night  frosts 
in  the  upper  valleys  of  the  Tay,  Day,  and  Spey,  and 
these  streams  have  been  full  of  grue  and  ice-floes 
during  the  past  few  days. 

The  "  Kennevegs,"  or  Christmas  fish— real  winter 
spawners — are  now  due  on  the  middle  and  lower 
reaches  of  the  Dee  and  such  rivers  as  have  a  distinct 
winter  migration. 

Lieut.  James  Sutherland  McKay  Matheson,  eldest 
son  and  heir  to  Mr.  Matheson,  the  proprietor  of  the 
Lewis,  came  of  age  last  week,  and  the  event  was  duly 
celebrated  at  Stornoway  by  a  large  gathering  of  friends 
at  the  castle,  and  a  dinner  to  the  tenantry  in  the 
Drill  Hall.  ^ 


The  presents  to  Mr.  Ean  Cecil,  the  future  laird  of 
Glentana,  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage,  were 
numerous  and  costly,  and  included  in  the  long  list 
every  name  of  distinction  on  Deeside.  After  the 
wedding  a  reception  was  held  by  Col.  Wemyss  and  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  Philip  Foster,  at  5,  Oxford-square.  But 
the  big  event  in  the  North  will  be  the  home-coming, 
which  will  lose  nothing  by  the  delay. 

The  idea  that  artificially  hatched  salmon  fry  are 
more  weakly  than  those  reared  naturally  is  a  popular 
delusion  promulgated  by  the  netter  for  the  purpose  of 
tabooing  hatchery  operations.  The  fact  is  that  they 
are  healthier  and  stronger  for  the  slight  protection 
and  purer  water  supply  aflorded  them,  and  beyond 
the  striping  process  are  subjected  to  no  other  artificial 
treatment. 


In  the  well-appointed  hatchery  everything  is  carried 
out  under  natural  conditions,  and  the  more  these  are 
followed  the  more  successful  will  the  operations  be. 
Only  those  prejudiced  netters  who  never  had  their 
noses  inside  the  door  of  a  hatchery  hold  other  views. 

Whether  the  game  be  worth  the  candle  is  another 
question.  It  depends  on  what  the  candle  costs.  But 
whether  costly  or  not  there  is  no  going  outside  the 
fact  that  artificial  propagation,  so  called,  has  come  to 
stay,  and  that  would  not  be  the  case  with  hard-fisted 
proprietors  were  hatcheries  the  useless  fads  some 
people  are  inclined  to  call  them. 

"Were  netting  prohibited,  or  even  more  restricted 
than  it  is,  rivers  would  become  over-stocked,"  etc.,  and 
all  the  evils  that  Salmo  salar  is  heir  to  become  more 
rampant  than  ever.  What  an  idea.  No  sane  man 
wishes  to  prohibit  netting,  but  many  do  want  it 
restricted.  They  want  it  restricted  during  the  Sunday's 
slap ;  they  want  it  restricted  in  the  tidal  reaches  and 
m  the  river  itself;  they  want  it  restricted  where  rivers 
are  being  ruined,  and  that  is  in  almost  every  fishery 
district  in  Scotland. 


A  good  spawning  season  has  been  enjoyed  all  over 
the  North  of  Scotland,  and  unless  extraordinarily  severe 
frosts  now  set  in  little  damage  can  acrue  to  the  deposits. 

Two  quarry-workers  (that  is,  poachers)  were  severely 
handled  in  the  Sheriff  Court  last  week.  They  were 
found  at  the  Mugremoss  Dyke  on  the  Don  with  eight 
salmon  in  their  possession.  Sheriff  Begg,  after 
evidence,  fined  them  £5  each  for  the  offence,  10s. 
for  each  fish,  and  19s.  6d.  each  for  expenses. 

It  is  well  known  that  these  workers  make  a  good 
thing  of  it  on  the  Don,  in  season  and  out  of  season. 
Born  and  brought  up  to  "  the  trade  "  of  poaching  they 
are  past-masters  at  the  art,  and  do  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  bailiffs  so  often  as  they  ought.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  our  Sheriffs  are  not  now 
taking  the  same  lenient  view  of  these  cases  as  some 
of  their  predecessors  did,  and  are  now  exacting  the 
"  fill  of  the  ladle." 


In  the  Wick  town  hall  last  week  William  Henderson, 
telegraph  messenger,  was  presented  with  a  Royal 
Humane  Society's  testimonial  for  gallantly  rescuing  a 
boy  who  fell  into  the  Wick  river  while  fishing,  and 
who  was  in  danger  of  being  drowned. 

Animals  cannot  speak,  but  they  can  sometimes  act 
even  to  better  purpose  than  if  endowed  with  the  divine 
gift.  The  other  day  a  lad  in  Aberdeen  was  charged 
with  stealing  a  ferret — a  common  thing  in  country 
districts — and  denied  the  charge.  The  ferret  was  in 
Court,  and  the  owner  when  asked  how  he  could 
identify  his  ferret,  which  had  no  distinguishing  mark, 
quietly  untied  the  bag,  and  taking  the  "  beastie  "  out 
made  it  run  all  over  him,  come  at  his  call,  etc.  His 
lordship  was  convinced  and  the  thief  convicted  on  the 
evidence  of  the  ferret. 


His  Majesty  the  King  had  a  herd  of  thirteen  fat 
bullocks  forward  from  Abergeldie  Mains  to  the  Aber- 
deen Central  Show  and  Sale  of  Christmas  Cattle. 
They  were  the  finest  lot  in  the  ring,  and  several  London 
buyers,  who  came  north  for  the  purpose,  had  a  scramble 
with  the  local  men  for  them. 


Re  "  stoning  salmon  pools,"  as  referred  to  in  the 
correspondence  column  by  "  Benwyan  "  last  week.  I 
can  assure  him  it  is  not  a  common  practice  in  Scot- 
land, and  I  have  only  seen  one  angler  resort  to  it  in  a 
lifelong  experience  at  the  river-side.  However,  the 
late  Mr.  Pickop-Dutton,  who  rented  the  Lower  Dess 
for  several  springs,  used  regularly  to  set  his  gillie  to 
stone  the  Mill  Pool  whenever  the  fish  were  dour 
(sulky).  He  assisted  himself,  and  I  have  more  than 
once  lent  him  a  hand,  and,  whether  on  account  of 
the  "stoning"  or  not,  he  very  often  hooked  a  fish 
before  the  close  of  the  day.  He  held  peculiar  notions 
as  to  the  moods  of  Salmo  salar,  and  this  was  one  of 
them.  Special  Scotch. 


TADPOLES  AND  YOUNG  PIKE. 


A  SUBJECT  of  considerable  interest  to  anglers  has 
been  discussed  a  good  deal  of  late  in  piscatorial  circles 
in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  A  member  of  the 
Fly-Fishers'  Club,  while  enjoying  sport  on  some  of  the 
favourite  haunts  of  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  north  of 
the  Tweed,  made  some  interesting  observations  on  the 
life  and  death  conflict  waged  on  young  pike  by 
tadpoles.  Pike  are,  rightly  or  wrongly,  regarded  as 
vermin  in  Scottish  fishing  districts,  and  ruthlessly 
slaughtered  by  every  possible  means.  This  angler, 
noticing  a  quantity  of  pike  spawn  in  a  small  oval  bay 
off  a  large  lake,  used  by  the  fish  for  this  purpose 
annually  in  the  season,  suggested  to  the  secretary  of 
the  local  Angling  Improvement  Society  that  if  they 
wanted  to  keep  down  the  pike  it  would  be  an  easy 
matter  to  get  a  man  to  clear  out  the  spawn.  This 
official  thought  the  idea  a  good  one,  but  on  visiting 
the  spot  and  taking  up  some  of  the  spawn  in  his  hand 
he  found  it  was  hatching,  and  therefore  considered  it 
too  late  in  the  season  to  do  any  good  by  destroying  it. 

On  the  following  day  the  two  anglers  observed  that 
almost  every  patch  of  spawn  was  literally  covered  by 
dozens  of  tadpoles.  They  hovered  over  it  like  hawks, 
and  the  instant  the  young  fry  emerged  pounced  on  the 
embryo  pike  as  a  terrier  would  on  a  rat.  For  over  an 
hour  the  anglers  watched  this  battle  between  the 
young  pike  and  tadpoles  for  very  existence.  It  was  a 
veritable  "  slaughter  of  the  innocents,"  for  the  voracity 
of  the  tadpoles  seemed  unlimited.  The  experiment 
was  tried  of  placing  some  unhatched  spawn  in  a  glass 
vessel  filled  with  water,  with  half  a  dozen  tadpoles. 
In  a  few  days  the  tadpoles  had  consumed  all  the  fry, 
and  reduced  the  quantity  of  spawn  by  one  half.  In 
another  glass  vessel  about  a  dozen  fry  were  left,  which 
made  no  visible  increase  in  size  during  a  fortnight. 
Then  four  tadpoles  were  introduced,  and  in  less  than 
two  minutes  the  fry  had  disappeared,  and  the  tadpoles 
were  fighting  among  themselves  for  the  mastery. — 
Pall  Mall  Gazette. 
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ROACH  FISHING  IN  A  FOG. 


Pleasueable  anticipation  is  one  of  the  charms  of 
angling  that  no  amount  of  blank  days  can  rob  the 
angler  of.  I  have  been  led  into  this  train  of 
thought  by  a  remark  passed  by  an  experienced 
angler  after  my  visit  to  a  certain  river  famed  for  its 
large  roach,  which  at  this  tirne  of  the  year  are  in 
prime  condition,  and  show  fighting  qualities,  size  for 
size,  equal  to  any  and  superior  to  most  of  those  of 
any  other  river  in  England.  His  verdict  was  that 
this  stream  was  the  most  perplexing,  provoking 
puzzling  river  he  had  ever  fished — there's  8 
character  for  you ;  and  I  must  admit  that  on  the 
occasion  of  my  trip  it  seemed  that  this  utterance 
was  most  justifiable.  The  time  was  just  recently, 
during  the  week  or  so  when  this  country  was 
visited  by  the  fog,  and  on  such  a  day  when 
probably  the  riverside  would  be  about  the  last 
place  a  sensible  mortal  would  think  of  resorting  to, 
but  as  my  date  was  fixed  some  days  beforehand,  I 
had  no  choice,  and  not  even  fog  would  stop  me, 
providing  it  was  possible  to  get  there.  Apart  from 
the  discomfort  of  being  out  and  about  in  foggy 
weather,  I  rather  incline  to  the  belief  that  fog  is  not 
a  serious  disadvantage  in  roaching,  and  I  well 
remember  two  or  three  occasions  when  fog  was 
very  much  in  evidence  that  the  roach  have  fed 
well,  but  the  water  was  slightly  coloured,  which 
makes  all  the  difference. 

On  the  day-I  am  writing  of  I  found  the  water  at 
a  fair  height  but  clear,  and  after  being  conducted 
over  a  good  leng-th  of  the  river  by  my  companion, 
and  making  mental  notes  of  what  I  saw  and  what 
was  pointed  out  to  me,  I  commenced  at  a  lovely 
looking  spot,  just  such  a  place  as  the  practised 
roacher  would  select,  and  which  gave  one  the 
impression  that  you  could  catch  plenty  of  fish 
there.  But  this  time  at  any  rate  the  swim  belied 
its  looks,  for  after  approaching  it  in  as  careful  a 
manner  as  possible  and  ascertaining  the  depth,  etc., 
I  set  to  work  to  swim  down,  and  very  shortly  was 
rewarded  with  a  distinct  knock  which  sent  my 
hopes  soaring  high  in  the  regions  of  expectancy. 
The  fish  proved  to  be  a  small  roacli  of  about  seven 
or  eight  inches,  which  was  duly  retm-ned,  and 
although  I  fished  hard  and  tried  various  dodges  for 
over  an  hour  no  other  capture  or  even  bites 
rewarded  my  efforts.  I  tried  five  different  swims 
that  day,  all  with  the  same  resiilt — namely,  almost 
the  first  swim  down  a  fish  would  be  captured,  and 
after  that  not  another  one  would  respond  to  my 
repeated  offers  of  paste,  gentles,  bread  crust,  brown 
paste,  or  ground-bait,  and  I  can  truly  endorse  the 
opinion  of  the  friend  quoted  above,  himself  one  of 
our  most  expert  anglers.  What  is  the  reason  of 
this  perplexing  state  of  affairs  ?  Is  the  solution 
found  in  "  The  Chiel's "  excellent  article  on 
"Winter  Roaching"  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  ?  He  there  states  :  "  A  man  who 
has  served  a  long  apprenticeship  to  roacli  fishing 
wUl  always  carry  a  thermometer  with  him  on  his 
various  trips  to  the  riverside."  Well,  I  am  not 
going  to  question  the  statement,  but  will  content 
myself  with  saying  that  to  me  it  would  not  only 
add  one  more  perplexity  to  angling  (and,  so  far  as 
I  can  see,  serve  no  useful  purpose,  for  theoretically 
the  test  may  hold  good,  but  does  it  in  practice, 
and  the  writer  quoted  above  admits  it  does  not), 
but  it  would  deprive  me  of  that  pleasurable  feeling 
of  uncertainty,  anticipation,  and  expectancy  of 
sport  which  somehow  does  not  seem  to  dwindle 
away  and  die  out  until  the  shades  of  evening 
remind  one  of  the  fact  that  only  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  or  so  is  left  for  fishing,  and  it  is  hopeless 
to  expect  to  make  a  decent  bag  of  fish  before 
nightfall. 

I  suppose  most  roachers  have  a  tlieorj-  and  can 
advance  a  reason  why  they  have  not  met  with 
success,  but  throughout  a  long  experience  of  such 
matters  the  death-blow  has  been  given  to  each 
and  every  one  in  turn  at  some  time  or  other.  So 
firm  a  hold  do  these  several  reasons  and  theories 
take  on  the  minds  of  some  that  it  is  by  them 
considered  useless,  for  instance,  to  go  after  their 
quarry  when  the  east  wind  is  in  evidence,  the  snow 
on  the  ground,  ice  on  the  water,  etc.,  but  in  each 
of  these  cases  I  have  found  that  it  is  better  to  be 
optimistic  and  chance  your  luck,  always  providing, 
of  course,  that  sufficient  care  is  taken  to  guard 
against  any  injurious  effects  upon  the  health  by  so 
doing.  One  of  the  most  perplexing  things  the 
roacher  has  to  endure  is  the  presence  of  jack  in 
the  swim,  whether  attracted  by  the  roach  and  dace 
congregating,  which  have,  in  turn,  been  attracted 


by  the  angler's  judicious  baiting,  or  from  being 
present  when  tlie  angler  first  selects  his  pitch. 
Small  jack  seem  to  be  so  much  in  evidence  wherever 
the  roach  is  found  (that  is  in  rivers)  that  the  diffi 
culty  seems  to  be  not  so  nmch  to  find  a  swim  where 
roach  are,  but  one  where  jack  are  not.  When  the 
fact  is  made  apparent  to  the  angler,  or  he  thinks 
that  there  is  a  jack  in  the  swim,  what  should  be 
done  ?  Judging  from  what  happened  to  me  very 
recently  when  fishing  a  celebrated  roach  river  in 
the  South  of  England,  I  should  say,  shift  at  once 
and  find  another  swim,  for  no  less  than  five  small 
jack  were  taken  from  one  pitch,  and  I  believe  that 
certain  swims,  especially  large  holes  and  bends,  in 
any  river  where  there  is  a  fair  flow  of  water  will 
always  hold  this  bete  noir  of  the  roacher.  Thi 
take  it,  is  one  of  the  greatest  nuisances  the  roacher 
has  to  contend  with,  for  no  roach  fisherman  should 
be  hampered  with  anything  in  the  way  of  rods  and 
tackle  for  jack  or  any  other  fisli  when  after  the 
red  fins. 

I  have  no  doubt  I  am  treading  on  dangerous 
gi-ound  in  making  this  statement,  but  I  have  yet 
to  come  across  the  man  who  can  look  after  two 
rods  at  once  as  they  should  be  looked  after.  As 
the  jack  which  harass  the  roach  and  aimoy  the 
roacher  are  generally  small,  I  have  usually  found  it 
effective  to  put  a  lob  on  your  hook  in  place  of  the 
paste  or  other  bait  yow  may  be  using,  and  give  him 
a  chance  of  taking  that  if  you  are  very  much  taken 
up  with  your  swim  and  don't  mind  chancing  any 
damage  to  your  roach-pole.  If  not,  find  another 
swim,  which  perhaps  after  all  is  the  best  policj',  for 
roach  are  often  a  long  time  making  up  their  mind 
to  feed,  even  after  the  disturbing  element  has  been 
removed  from  their  presence,  and  this  in  winter 
time  when  days  are  short  is  a  consideration  which 
should  have  due  weight.  It  is  a  good  plan  if  the 
time  at  the  angler's  disposal  is  limited  to  try  as 
many  swims  as  possible,  for  it  is  often  the  case  that 
you  will  pick  up  two  or  three  fish  from  one  swim 
in  the  first  few  minutes  and  none  at  all  afterwards, 
however  hard  and  long  you  may  try,  and  by  shiftmg 
about  you  may  have  a  fairly  good  basket  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  when  had  you  stuck  to  the  first  swim 
in  eager  anticipation  of  their  coming  on  again  your 
take  may  be  restricted  to  the  first  few  early  captures. 
This  is  another  problem  in  roach  fishing  which 
never  seems  to  meet  with  a  reasonable  solution. 

Always  remember  if  your  swim  is  in  a  bend  of 
the  river  where  the  stream  has  formed  a  hole  to 
fish  so  that  you  cover  the  part  of  the  swim  where 
the  hole  begins  to  shallow  up,  for  there  is  where 
the  fish  will  be  on  the  look  out  for  the  bait,  not  in 
the  centre  of  the  hole.    Approach  your  swim  as 
carefully  and  quietly  as  possible,  don't  dump  your 
things  down  on  the  bank,  but  get  your  seat  out  and 
select  your  position  with  as  little  movement  and 
noise  as  you  can.    Conduct  all  your  operations  of 
plumbing  the  depth,  etc.,  whilst  seated,  and  be 
sure  to  get  the  depth  under  the  point  of  the  rod, 
not  out  to  where  you  can  swing  your  line  with 
the   plummet   attached.      When   the  necessary 
depth  has  been  found  and  the  float  adjusted, 
have  a  swim  down  once  or  twice  without  baiting 
the  hook ;  you  will  then  see  how  your  float  is 
influenced  by  the  run  of  the  stream,  and  also  if 
there  is  any  obstruction  which  would  cause  your 
float  to  bob  or  stop,  or  in  some  other  way  delude 
you  into  the  belief  that  when  floating  down  with 
the  hook  properly  baited  you  had  a  bite.  Very 
often  you  will  find  that  the  majority  of  the  bites 
will  be  got  at  the  end  of  the  swim,  just  when, 
through  the  action  of  tlie  stream  (your  float  having 
gone  to  the  full  extent  allowed       the  length  of 
line  you  are  using),  the  bait  is  caused  to  rise 
gradually.    When  this  occurs  stop  your  float  the 
next  swim  down  about  the  middle  of  the  run,  and 
you  will  probably  be  rewarded  with  fish  from  the 
middle  as  well  as  the  end  of  the  swim,  for  you  will 
by  this  means  cause  the  bait  to  rise  artificially,  as 
it  were,  and  produce  the  same  effect  as  when  the 
float  has  rim  its  distance.     Always  work  your 
ground-bait  into  the  swim  by  cupping,  when  possible, 
and  it  is  generally  possible.    By  cupping,  I  mean 
take  a  piece  of  ground-bait  about  the  size  of  a 
cherry  in  the  left  hand  and  make  a  dent  in  it  with 
the  thmnb,  enclosing  your  hook  bait  in  this,  but 
not  entkely  concealing  it ;  if  properly  done  your 
paste  should  be  in  the  same  relation  to  the  ground- 
3ait  as  the  tongue  is  to  the  beU.    Having  adjusted 
this  to  your  satisfaction,  don't  swing  your  line  out 
as  far  as  you  can  reach  and  flop  the  line  and  bait 
in  the  water,  but  lower  it  in  under  the  point  of  the 
rod.    If  your  ground-bait  has  been  made  to  the 


proper  consistency  (and  this  is  all  important),  it 
will  commence  flaking  off",  and  the  liook  bait  will 
suddenly  detach  itself  from  the  resistance  of  the 
ground-bait  and  dart,  as  it  were,  for  the  bottom  ; 
it  is  this  action  more  than  the  bait  itself  which 
attracts  the  attention  of  the  fish.  This  style  of  fishing 
is  very  deadly  when  practised  in  a  clear  irun  between 
weeds.  This  style  of  roaching,  of  course,  is  only 
suitable  for  rivers  that  do  not  run  very  fast,  and  is 
not  practicable  when  a  lot  of  shots  are  required  on 
the  line  to  fish  a  swim.  When  fishing  a  slow 
running  river,  and  you  have  used  a  fair  quantity  of 
ground-bait  (and  you  can  easily  use  too  much),  it  is 
sometimes  useful  to  suspend  the  use  of  ground-bait 
altogether,  if  using  paste,  and  have  a  little  dry  bran 
at  your  side,  and  after  baiting  your  hook  roll  it  in 
the  bran  so  that  the  flakes  adhere  to  it,  and  these,  in 
the  swim  down,  will  become  detached  and  present 
a  peculiarly  attractive  ajjpearance,  especially  when 
the  water  is  very  bright.  I  might  give  several 
other  tips,  not  only  in  connection  with  roaching, 
did  space  allow,  and  might  be  told  I  was  teaching 
ray  grandmother  to  such  eggs,  but  in  face  of  the 
ever-increasing  number  of  anglers  and  readers  of 
the  Fisliing  Gazette  I  venture  to  hope  my  remarks 
may  be  of  use  to  some.  In  conclusion,  I  will  only 
repeat  the  Master's  admonition  to  study  to  be  quiet 
when  angling.  E.  F.  Goodwin. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must,  in  consequence  of 
tlie  Christynas  Holidays,  arrive  not  later  than  FIRST 
POST  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  24. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
foUowing  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below  ° 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew 

40    „     „  Putney.  1 75    „     „  Richmond. 

15  „  „  Hammersmith.  -^""jSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     „  Barnes.  (85   ,,     „  Teddington. 

Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later 

N.B.— A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
ana  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bbidob. 

Saturday,  Dec.  21   ""JTa"*' 

Sunday,  „  22    10.27  ... 

Monday,  „  23    11.38   

Tuesday,  „  24    o.  8   

Wednesday,  ,,  25    1.  4 

Thursday,  „  26    I's?  ."."""'"1 

Friday,  ,,  27    2  49 


9.51 
11  1 

0.36 
1.31 
2.23 
3.12 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames— General  Remarks.— The  Thames  has 
now  a  nice  colour,  the  heavy  disturbance  having 
cleared  away.  There  should  now  be  good  sport  amongst 
roach,  chub,  and  perch,  and  the  frost  should  induce'pfke 
to  feed.  In  the  lower  reaches  the  lock-keepers  have 
been  letting  ofi  the  water  and  running  it  very  low, 
then  shutting  the  sluices,  and  the  water  has  again 
risen.  It  would  be  better,  therefore,  for  anglers  to 
try  the  reaches  from  Shepperton  upwards  during 
Christmas.  The  great  competition  on  the  tidal  water 
between  Teddington  Lock  and  Richmond  Lock  was  well 
attended,  though  the  takes  of  fish  were  small.  The 
water  was  too  much  coloured,  and  had  a  white 
appearance.  The  cause  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  all  the  previous  night  thirteen  paddles  had 
been  up  at  Teddington  weir,  and  the  paddles  were  also 
drawn  at  Hampton  Coui't.  This  let  through  all  the  thick 
water  from  the  Mole  and  the  Wey  too  quickly,  so 
much  so  that  there  was  very  little  water  in  the  reaches 
above,  and  the  paddles  had  to  be  closed  again  in  the 
morning.  The  committee  did  their  work  well  and  the 
weighing  of  the  fish  was  carried  out  expeditiously, 
though  it  naturally  took  some  time  owing  to  the  fact 
that  over  130  competitors  had  fish  to  weigh.— P.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Chertsey  and  District).— Mr.  Cartwright 

(with  Loton  Hackett)  has  taken  two  dozen  nice  roach, 
one  perch  of  If  lb.,  and  a  jack  of  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  King  (with 
Otter  Hone),  on  Dec.  13,  took  three  dozen  nice  roach ; 
Mr.  Thomas  Ives,  of  Chertsey,  on  Dec.  15,  itook  two 
jack,  one  of  41b.  and  one  of  81b.  The  river  is  in 
splendid  trim  for  jack  fishing,  and  as  they  are  numer- 
ous good  sport  may  be  anticipated. — J.  Eyre. 

 (Henley). — Owing  to  the  recent  snow  and 

rain  the  water  has  been  coloured  during  the  last  few 
days.  This  is  what  is  wanted  and  will  improve  the 
fishing,  which  has  been  quiet  lately.  A  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  only  a  few  small  jack  have 
been  taken,  the  largest  I  know  of  was  one  of  7Jlb., 
taken  by  a  patron  of  G.  Aiiett's.  Roach  and  perch  are 
still  oS  the  feed.  The  water  is  fining  off  to-day 
(Deo.  18)  and  should  be  in  good  condition  for  all-round 
fishing  by  the  week  end. — Sta:sley  Meajj, 
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Thames  (Streatley).— Rain  has  thickened  the 
Water ;  by  end  of  week  will  do  well  for  roaoh.  Not  much 
fishing  has  been  done.  Mr.  Mumford  Burgis  took  a 
fine  pike  of  7Jlb.— Horace  J.  Gakdner. 

  (Teddington).— Water  in  good  condition; 

been  getting  a  few  bream,  dace,  and  jack.  Fish  will 
bite  better  when  the  snow  is  out  of  the  water. 
Customers  seem  very  chary  of  coming  down  when 
written  to.  A  few  good  jack  have  been  had  out  of  the 
gravel  pits  outside  Teddington  railway  -  station  ■ 
weights— 191b.,  171b.,  13Jlb.— W.  McBeide. 

Ancliolxae  District. — My  rain-gauge  measured 
2-73  inches  on  the  morning  of  Dec.  13,  which  is  the 
heaviest  dowfall  I  have  yet  recorded  in  twenty-four 
hours.  It  was  however  greatly  needed  as  springs  were 
all  low  and  little  water  in  the  upper  reaches  to  help 
the  spawning  trout.  All  streams  have  now  got  a 
thorough  flush  out,  in  fact  they  are  in  a  state  of  flood, 
but  running  down  again.  There  is  every  indication  of 
a  further  downfall  of  rain  or  snow.  At  present  waters 
are  in  many  places  coated  with  ice  and  unfishable. — 
Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).— On  this  free 
water,  not  many  rods  out  this  week.  We  have  had 
strong  winds  with  heavy  rains,  which  has  improved 
the  river  in  conditions  of  colour  and  depth.  Anglers 
as  a  rule  at  this  time  are  busy  for  Christmas  ;  what  few 
have  ventured  out  have  devoted  their  time  to  the 
pike,  but  this  class  of  fish  only  few  had.  Roach  have 
been  quite  off  the  feed  except  a  small  quantity  had  by 
the  bait  angling  catcher.  On  Monday,  Dec.  23,  the 
Jolly  Anglers'  Society  of  Cambridge  fish  a  roving 
match. — John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  The 
river  is  in  very  bad  condition,  being  in  a  state  of  flood 
owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  north-west  winds, 
and  high  tides,  and  since  Dec.  15  full  of  melting  snow. 
In  many  places  the  adjacent  marshes  are  underwater, 
and  the  river  itself  is  thick  and  dirty.  Altogether, 
angling  this  week  may  be  reckoned  hardly  worth  pur- 
suing, as  there  is  any  amount  of  water  yet  to  come  away 
from  the  upper  reaches,  and  nothing  but  a  complete 
change  in  the  weather  will  render  angling  prospects 
even  moderately  good  for  Christmas,  and  at  present  it 
looks  more  like  frost  and  snow  prevailing  during  the 
festive  season  than  it  has  done  for  some  years  past.  I 
recently  tried  the  Upper  Bure  at  Coltishall  for  roach, 
and  found  them  well  on  the  feed,  but  was  rather  dis- 
appointed as  to  the  average  size  taken,  but  had 
scarcely  time  enough  to  make  a  satisfactory  trial. 
Open  weather  in  February  usually  shows  good  roaching 
there.— C.  D.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — The  river  has  now 
considerably  risen  since  the  heavy  rain.  Pollution 
still  seems  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Conservators.  Quite  recently  it  was  reported  that 
there  were  a  dozen  or  so  of  small  dead  trout,  very 
much  decomposed,  in  the  Yeo,  a  tributary  of  the  Dart, 
and  from  investigation  it  seems  that  that  stream  has 
been  polluted  by  the  Ashburton  sewage,  but  the 
remedy  will  easily  be  effected  as  the  damage  was 
only  caused  by  a  dam  giving  away. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks.). — We  have  had  very 
stormy  weather  during  the  past  week  with  heavy  rains 
and  snow.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Dec.  17)  the  river 
is  overflowing  its  banks,  and  about  two  inches  of  snow 
on  the  ground.  Fishing  is,  of  course,  out  of  the 
question,  and  probably  will  be  for  another  week  or 
two.— H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Some  heavy  floods 
have  come  at  last  with  heavy  gales,  and  the  Exe  has 
overflowed  its  banks.  When  the  water  clears  and 
fines  down  we  shall  be  able  to  make  a  good  Christmas 
record,  I  think.  In  the  canal  some  pike  have  been 
caught  with  live  bait.  The  cold  N.E.  winds  have  much 
militated  against  sport. — "  Red  Palmer." 

Fen  District  (South  Iiincs.  and  Cambs.)— 
Angling  is  all  but  put  a  stop  to  in  this  district  by  the 
storm.  According  to  latest  accounts  a  great  deal  of 
water  was  escaping  from  the  higher  country,  the 
washes  were  filling  with  the  surplus  water,  and  the 
Cowbit  and  other  stretches  were  expected  to  he  ice- 
bound and  fit  for  skating. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).  —  The  storm  has 
put  an  end  to  almost  all  angling  in  this  district. 
Water  has  been  out  on  the  low  lying  lands,  and  the 
weather  has  been  most  miserable  for  those  seeking 
sport.  Very  few  anglers  have  wetted  a  line  this  week. 
The  Trent  has  run  very  high,  and  sport  has  been  at  a 
discount  in  that  direction.  Reports  of  captures  have 
been  very  limited  and  not  at  all  noteworthy. — L. 

Iiea. — The  heavy  rains  and  frosty  weather  has  im- 
proved the  condition  of  the  Lea  considerably,  and 
anglers  visiting  the  river  during  the  holidays  should 
find  more  colour  in  the  water  than  has  been  the  case 
lately.  The  frosty  weather  ought  to  bring  the  pike, 
chub,  and  perch  well  on  feed,  but  it  is  likely  to  inter- 
fere with  roach-fishing  operations  for  a  time.  There 
is  also  a  likelihood  of  the  river  being  frozen  over, 
as  not  much  stream  is  running.  During  the  past 
■week  some  nice  dishes  of  roach  have  been  secured,  one 
angler  at  Hertford  getting  111b.  of  those  fish,  while  at 
Eye  House  and  Ware  baskets  of  61b.  and  81b.  have 
been  secured.   lu  the  latter  waters  a  good  roach  of 


lib.  5Joz.  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  on  Dec.  15L 
A  number  of  pike  have  been  caught,  but  no  large  fish 
are  notified.  Sport  is  reported  quiet  in  the  Stort  and 
Beane.  The  Stort,  should  the  frost  continue,  is  likely 
to  be  unfishable  on  account  of  the  ice. — Izaak  Walton. 

Jtiigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  were  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to 
Dec.  12,  when  snow  set  in,  and  there  was  a  good  fall, 
followed  by  rain  and  sleet  on  Friday,  and  caused  the 
rivers  to  rise  a  little  and  get  stained.  The  weather 
since  has  been  very  unsettled  and  too  bad  for  anglers 
to  go  out  if  inclined,  and  there  has  been  no  fishing 
done  of  late,  and  as  the  weather  keeps  so  bad  there  is 
little  prospect  of  any  sport  being  had  for  some  days. 
The  Pinsley  is  stained  and  out  of  order. — Gwynnb. 

Lngg:,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingslaud).— 
These  rivers  are  apparently  in  good  order,  yet  I  think 
there  must  be  some  snow  water  in  them.  For  a  week 
past  we  have  had  stormy  wintry  weather.  To-day 
(Wednesday,  Dec.  18)  snow  showers  have  been  frequent, 
the  ground  hereabouts  is  slightly  covered,  the  uplands 
more  so,  and  the  Radnorshire  Hills  to  the  depth  of 
several  inches.  Consequently  the  prospects  of  sport 
will  not  be  encouraging  for  some  little  time  to  come.- — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Recent  snow  and  rain 
storms  have  so  swollen  the  river  that  in  the  course  of 
a  week  or  so  the  water  rose  between  two  and  three 
feet.  As  the  weeds  have  in  a  measure  disappeared, 
pike  fishing  can  now  be  indulged  in  with  more 
pleasure.  The  largest  pike  taken  this  season  in  the 
neighbourhood  was  secured  at  Alwalton  a  few  days 
ago  by  Mr.  George  Brandwood,  of  Peterborough;  it 
weighed  close  upon  91b. — E.  A.  S. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — On  Thursday  (Dec.  12)  there  was  such  a 
snowstorm  in  this  neighbourhood  that  no  one  living 
could  recollect  anything  resembling  it,  as  far  as  the 
very  large  quantity  of  partially  dissolved  snow  which 
fell. — Vyrnwv. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Sport  was  very  slow  on 
Dec.  15  ;  the  water  being  thick  and  a  sharp  stream 
running  the  roach  were  almost  dead  off.  We  arc 
having  some  sharp  frosts,  but  this  morning  (Dec.  18) 
the  water  is  still  open  and  the  weather  milder,  and 
the  river  looks  in  splendid  condition  for  the  holidays. 
— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
recent  storms  have  been  of  benefit  to  rivers,  which  are 
now  of  good  colour.  The  weather  has,  of  course,  been 
detrimental  to  anglers,  and  but  few  have  braved  the 
elements,  these  few  having  been  ill  rewarded  for  their 
pains.  Information  from  the  Ouse  is  nil,  as  regards 
the  Barcombe  and  Isfield  districts,  but  local  anglers 
in  the  upper  reaches  have  taken  pike  up  to  5.Jlb. 
with  live  bait.  The  Adur  and  Cuckmere  have  been  well- 
nigh  deserted;  much  more  rain  is  wanted  to  clear 
the  water.  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order,  and  in 
the  lower  reaches  spinning  may  be  indulged  in  success- 
fully. Pike  of  6Jlb.,  41b.,  and  smaller  fish  arc  among 
the  records  of  the  week. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  rather  high  and  there  is  a  stain  on  it,  and  it 
is  not  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  since 
last  Wednesday  has  been  very  severe.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  followed  by 
some  hail,  rain,  and  then  frosts,  and  either  snow  or 
rain  has  been  had  every  day  since ;  it  has  been 
very  cold  and  miserable,  and  no  angler  would  think  of 
venturing  out. — T.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  bad.  Heavy  snow  fell  last  week,  and  was 
followed  by  rain  and  hail ;  it  quickly  melted,  and 
there  is  now  a  good  deal  of  snow  water  going  down 
the  river.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet,  and  there 
is  little  prospect  of  any  sport  being  had  for  some  time, 
until  the  water  goes  down  and  the  snow  water  runs 
off,  and  we  get  fine  frosty  weather.  There  has  been 
no  angling  done  this  week. — Worcester. 

Witham,  etc.  (Mid  and  North  Lincolnshire). — 
What  with  the  floods  and  boisterous  and  cold  weather 
fishing  this  week  has  been  at  a  discount.  Prior  to  the 
storm  on  Thursday  (Dec.  12)  there  were  fairly  good 
reasons  for  congratulation,  and  anglers  were  landing 
roach  up  to  lib.  and  over.  Lincoln  anglers  were 
getting  pike  from  Brayford  Pool  and  other  places. 
Pishing  is  now  out  of  the  question  on  the  drains  about 
Boston. — Luci. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — Dec.  15  was  the  only  typical  grayling 
fishing  day  we  have  had  this  week  so  far,  consequently 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out  up  the  Yore.  A  few 
"  hardy  perennials "  have  fished  the  river  between 
Wensley  and  Kilgrim  bridges,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Murphy, 
Mr.  Cayley,  Mr.  Collinson,  and  myself  have  picked  up 
a  few  brace  of  fish  each.  Father  Murphy  making  the 
le;t  basket,  one  of  twelve  fish.  The  blustering  winds 
have  bothered  us  more  than  anything  else,  for  the 
partial  thaw  melted  but  little  of  the  snow  on  the 
moorlands,  and  it  still  lies  as  thick  as  ever  on  the 
hills,  and  if  the  frost  continues  and  does  not  get  too 
severe  we  may  expect  to  enjoy  some  good  grayling  and 
pike  fishing  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  Next  to 
nothing  has  been  done  in  the  Swale  ;  it  has  now  some 


"  snovy-broth  "  in  it,  but  it  will  quickly  run  out  unless 
there  is  an  entire  change  in  the  present  meteorological 
conditions.  The  stormy  weather  has  greatly  interfered 
with  angling  on  the  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  and  Ouse, 
the  rivers  being  very  much  disturbed  with  flood 
waters  ;  on  one  or  two  occasions  they  have  overflowed 
their  banks.  On  Monday  a  very  keen  frost  succeeded 
the  snow  storm  of  last  week,  which  gave  the  grayling 
fishermen  brighter  prospects,  however,  by  Tuesday  the 
atmospheric  conditions  changed,  consequently  all 
rivers  have  since  been  out  of  order.  Reports  from  the 
higher  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  are  nil.  One  or  two  ardent 
anglers  have  been  out  in  the  lower  waters ;  sport  not  good. 
The  Nidd  has  been  very  thick  with  snow-water,  but  is 
fining  again.  The  Derwent  is  unfishable,  the  river 
overflowing  its  banks  on  two  or  three  days,  which  has 
not  only  kept  anglers  at  home,  but  our  agriculturing 
friends  from  going  to  market.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  Leeds  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers  was  held 
at  their  headquarters,  the  White  Swan,  Call-lane, 
Leeds,  on  Thursday  (Dec.  12),  the  weather  being  very 
severe  ;  about  sixty  members  attended.  The  following 
officers  were  elected:  President,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft 
(Robin  Hood  Angling  Club) ;  vice-president,  Mr. 
Redding  (editor  of  the  Anglers'  Becord)  :  secretaries, 
Messrs.  Green  and  Harrison ;  treasurer,  Mr.  P. 
Royston.  The  frost  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  very  severe 
up  the  dales  and  a  bitter  cold  north-west  wind  prevails. 
If  there  are  no  great  prospects  of  sport,  I  hope  all 
anglers  will  enjoy  a  merry  Christmas.  —  John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North-East  of  Scotland. — A  snowstorm  of  very 
great  severity  is  now  being  experienced,  and  since  Dec. 
l6  the  Dee,  Don,  and  other  rivers  have  been  shrinking 
fast.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  much  damage  will  be 
done  to  the  spawning  beds,  but  the  spawning  opera- 
tions on  the  later  rivers  and  reaches  of  the  larger  ones 
will  be  interfered  with  on  account  of  the  masses  of  ice 
forming  in  the  pools.  The  Uig  salmon  fishings  were 
let  on  Tuesday  to  the  old  lessee  at  last  year's  rental. 
The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  dropped  £115  on 
the  average  returns  from  their  last  year's  fishings. 
Major  Davison,  Northfield  Gamerie,  has  purchased  the 
sporting  estate  on  the  Deveron  of  Burnside  from  Mr. 
James  Beaton.  The  spring  fishing  on  the  Dee  is 
mostly  all  arranged  for,  but  several  reaches  of  the  Don 
and  Deveron  are  on  the  market.  It  is  currently 
reported  that  the  Ugie  will  in  future  be  in  private 
hands.— G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kili'ea). — The  greater  part  of  all  the  salmon 
that  were  in  the  breeding  tributaries  have  finished 
operations  and  are  on  their  way  to  the  lake  and  main 
river,  where  they  will  remain  to  feed  on  pollen,  small 
trout,  and  the  fry  of  their  own  species  till  sufficiently 
mended  before  goinj  to  the  sea.  Were  these  fish  in- 
capable of  feeding  in  fresh  water,  as  has  been  so  often 
stated  of  late  years  by  scientists,  they  never  would  be 
quite  strong  enough  after  having  remained  for  months, 
after  spawning,  to  stand  the  effects  of  the  sea.  Of  130 
female  salmon  in  the  hatchery  at  Kilrea  only  twenty- 
five  have  been  ready  for  spawning,  while  nearly  all  the 
fish  that  were  not  confined  but  had  their  choice  of 
spawning  beds  in  the  tributaries  have  finished  opera- 
tions.— i3anibl  O'Fbb. 

Belfast  and  District. — Rain,  snow,  and  sleet 
were  the  rule  this  week,  so  that  little  coarse  fishing 
could  be  had.  The  rivers  are  a  little  higher  than  last 
week,  and  so  much  the  safer.  Mr.  F.  A.  Crommelin, 
Carrowdore  Castle,  has  just  placed  a  number  of  rain- 
bow trout  in  a  piece  of  water  at  the  castle  for  experi- 
mental purposes. — J.  A.  B. 

Cork  Silvers. — Salmon  are  getting  more  numerous 
on  the  spawning  beds  of  the  principal  rivers  and  their 
branches  and  affluents. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  Corrib  has  maintained  a 
fair  height  since  the  close  season  began,  and  a  good 
head  of  spawning  fish  passed  through  to  the  Lough, 
and  thence  to  the  spawning  tributaries,  from  which 
the  big  majority  will  never  return. — J.  A.  B. 

Kerry  Rivers. — Good  accounts  continue  to  come 
to  hand  from  all  the  principal  spawning  rivers  in 
Kerry.— T.  J.  D. 

Eillarney. — Spawning  is  going  on  in  this  district 
under  very  favourable  conditions. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
The  rivers  connected  with  Lough  Currane  are  now 
all  pretty  full.  Spawning  operations  have  gone  on 
nicely,  and  the  poaching  fraternity  are  stiU  keeping 
aloof  from  all  waters. — T.  J.  D. 


The  "Harrogate  Spinner"  is  without  a  doubt  tlie  best 
artificial  spinner  for  pilie  on  the  niavltet,  and  reports  are  con- 
tinually coming  in  of  its  successes.  Kills  on  all  waters.  Sample 
Is.  9d.,  post  free.  Long  Pike  Spinning  Traces,  fitted  with  anti- 
kinking  leads,  Is.  each.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spinning 
(lights,  with  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead.  Is.  each  ;  with 
long  trace  and  Geen's  leads.  Is.  6d.  each.  "Handy  "  pike  gag 
and  strong  disgorger,  Is.  6d.  Jardiue  or  Bickerdyke  Pike 
Paternosters— Gimp,  Is.  ;  salmon  gut,  Is.  6d.  each.^.  E. 
MILLER  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  ;  "Piscator,  Leeds. ' 
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Iiongh  Neagrh. — The  bailiffs  made  some  seizures 
of  poachers'  nets  both  in  lough  and  river  recently. 
The  poachers  are  very  daring,  and  the  small  staff  of 
bailiffs  is  altogether  unequal  to  the  task  allotted  them, 
though  they  are  an  active  lot  of  men  who  know  their 
duty.  Most  of  the  <S'.  ferox  have  spawned  and  returned 
to  the  lough. — J.  A.  B. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Moume,  Blackwater,  Ballin- 
derry,  Derg,  etc.,  are  fairly  high  after  the  rain,  but  the 
small  streams  which  have  run  down  are  poached  with- 
out mercy,  for  so  far  the  police  have  interested  them- 
selves but  little  in  protecting  the  spawning  grounds. 
—J.  A.  B. 

SWISS  REPORTS. 

Stockalper  Water  (Veytaux),  Dec.  13.— Al- 
though it  is  not  now  the  open  season  I  have  some 
news  to  send  regarding  the  Stockalper  Water.  This 
stream  was  originally  constructed  to  unwater  low 
lands  alongside  the  Rhone.  It  appears  while  natural 
causes  were  converting  it  into  one  with  shallows, 
streams,  and  pools,  they  were  also  notwithstanding 
its  velocity,  in  the  course  of  years,  silting  it  up  in  part, 
so  that  the  fields  it  was  to  drain  became  too  wet  for 
certain  agricultural  purposes,  and  the  Swiss  Govern- 
ment has  had  to  commence  dredging  operations  in 
places,  utilising  the  gravel  raised  for  works  connected 
with  the  extension  of  the  Rhone  Valley  Railway 
through  the  Simplon  Tunnel  into  Italy,  which  is  now 
in  progress.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Club  Stockalper 
it  was  decided  to  meet  the  wishes  of  anglers,  so  far  as 
it  may  be  possible,  in  the  following  directions  :  (1)  To 
open  the  fishing  on  March  1,  although  the  annual 
compulsory  clearing  away  of  weed-beds  may  not  have 
then  been  completed  ;  (2)  To  ensure  to  ticket-holders 
the  right  to  fish  from  the  base  of  the  railway  embank- 
ments, on  the  railway  company's  grounds  where  these 
adjoin  the  stream ;  (3)  To  place  planks,  as  footways, 
across  side  streams  entering  the  main  one,  so  that 
anglers  can  pass  along  the  banks  without  making 
circuitous  detours  ;  (4)  To  put  gratings  at  the  mouths 
of  side  streams  in  order  to  prevent  quantities  of 
floating  weeds  being  carried  into  the  stream,  whenever 
private  cleansing  of  drains  or  dykes  at  irregular 
periods,  used  formerly  to  render  the  stream  almost 
unfishable.  As  some  compensation  for  the  damage 
likely  to  be  caused  to  spawning  beds  by  the  dredging 
operations,  it  is  understood  that  the  authorities 
carrying  on  these  are  to  turn  into  the  stream  seven  or 
eight  thousand  young  trout  from  the  Rhone  Valley 
fish  hatcheries.  The  president  and  committee  of  the 
Stockalper  Club  seem  to  wish,  so  far  as  they  can,  to 
promote  the  interests  of  anglers  who  subscribe  for 
tickets  to  fish  their  water. — Benwyan. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His- 
tories, and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  on 
application. 


SEA  PISHING. 

TIDE.TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Dec.  27 :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

21st 

22nd 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

27th 

Scarborough  

a.m. 
p.m. 

11.5.'? 
— 

0.  27 

1.  0 

1.30 
2.  1 

2.30 
3.  0 

3.26 
3.52 

4.18 
4.43 



5.  7 
5.30 

Yarmouth  

a.m. 

4.10 

5.22 

0.27 

7.26 

8.21 

9.13 

10.  5 

p.m. 

4.. 51 

5.54 

6.58 

7.53 

8.46 

9.40 

10.29 

Lowestoft  

a.m. 

5.  2 

6.  4 

7.10 

8.  8 

0.  3 

9.  .55 

10.47 

p.m. 

5.33 

6.;i6 

7.40 

8.36 

9.28 

10.27 

11.11 

Aldeburgh  

a.m. 

5.4!) 

6.52 

7.58 

8.65 

9.51 

10.49 

11.35 

p.m. 

6.21 

7.24 

S.27 

9.23 

10.16 

11.10 

11.59 

a.m. 

7.  5 

8.1G 

0.22 

10.23 

11.18 

0.38 

p.m. 

7. 42 

8.49 

9.54 

10.51 

11.45 

0.12 

1.  2 

Bumham-on- 

?.l(i 

8  27 

0  33 

10  34 

11  29 

0  40 

Crouch  

p.m. 

7^53 

8.50 

lb!  5 

ll!  2 

ll'..56 

0.23 

l!l3 

Southend,  Sheer- 

a.m. 

8.  0 

9.14 

10.21 

11.10 

0.39 

1.30 

ness  and  Leigh... 

p.m. 

8.37 

9.49 

10.51 

11.46 

n.l3 

1.  5 

1.55 

Margate,  B'dstaiis, 

'a.m. 

7.  :! 

S.17 

9.24 

10.22 

11.16 

0.38 

and  Ramsgate ... 

p.m. 

7.4(1 

9.54 

10.49 

11.42 

0.  8 

0.58 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 

ra.m. 

6.  !) 

7.19 

S.26 

9.26 

10.23 

11.20 

p.m. 

0.44 

7.53 

8.56 

9. 54 

10.52 

11.47 

0.13 

a.m. 

5..53 

7.  3 

8.10 

9.10 

10.  7 

11.  4 

11.57 

p.m. 

6  28 

7.37 

8.40 

9.38 

10.36 

11.31 

Eastbourne  and 

a.m. 

5.19 

7.29 

8.36 

9.36 

10.33 

11.30 

Brighton   

p.m. 

6.54 

8.  3 

9.  6 

10.  4 

IL  2 

11.57 

0.23 

a.m. 

6.38 

7.56 

9.  0 

9.54 

10.40 

11.37 

0.  1 

p.m. 

r.i8 

8.30 

9.27 

10.20 

11.12 

0.24 

.Shoreham  and 

a.m. 

7.37 

7.46 

8.. 56 

9.  .'53 

10.50 

11.48 

0.15 

Southwick  

p.m. 

7.12 

8.20 

9.24 

10.22 

11.20 

0.40 

Poitsmouth  and 

a.m. 

G.51 

8.  2 

9.11 

10.11 

11.  4 

11.57 

0.23 

Hayling  Island 

p.m. 

7.26 

S.37 

9.42 

10.38 

11.30 

0.48 

a.m. 
p.m. 

0.42 
1.19 

1.55 
2.30 

3.  5 
3.38 

4.  9 
4.38 

5.  7 
5.35 

6.  3 
6.29 

6.53 
7.16 

Deal  (the  Pier). — Though  the  weather  was  not 
conducive  to  good  sport  by  reason  of  the  strong  north- 
east wind  which  prevailed,  several  anglers  tried  their 
luck  during  the  first  two  days  of  the  week,  and  more 
than  one  of  them  met  with  considerable  and  unex- 
pected success.  On  the  15th  inst.  Messrs.  Ashdown, 
Savill,  Bowles,  Christopherson,  Maitland,  Baker, 
Jennings,  and  Glen  all  tempted  sport  for  several 
hours  with  varied  success,  Mr.  Maitland  heading  the 
list  with  ten  codling  and  a  few  whiting.  On  Monday, 
Dec.  16,  Messrs.  Harding,  Waddell,  Welch,  Philp, 
Jhonston,  Bridgeman,  Anderson,  Burrard,  E.  A. 
Thomassen,  W.  E.  Young,  W.  H.  Thomassen,  Callard, 
and  J.  T.  White,  together  with  Mrs.  Philp,  Mrs. 
Hussy,  Miss  Anderson,  Miss  Woodhouse,  and  Mrs. 
Burrard,  fished  the  greater  part  of  the  day  with  scant 
success,  undeterred  by  the  biting  north-east  wind 
and  keen  frosty  atmosphere.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  B. 
Smyth  were  the  only  fresh  arrivals  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  17,  when  an  improved  temperature  and  clearer 
water  brought  about  better  results,  several  large  cod- 
ling being  included  in  the  day's  catch.  Only  three 
rods  were  in  evidence  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  18,  on 
the  morning's  tide,  and  the  day's  catch  proved  but 
small,  the  few  whitings  caught  being  small  and 
codling  proving  very  scarce.  —  J.  Richabdson, 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Hastbourne. — Weather  has  been  rough  and  un- 
settled of  late,  but  to-day  (Wednesday)  has  moderated 
and  sea  has  been  calm  and  in  nice  condition  for 
angling.  An  angler,  with  Penfold,  the  boatman,  has 
had  thirty  or  so  nice  whiting,  best  fish  about  IJlb., 
together  with  a  few  dabs,  in  two  hours.  I  hear  that 
another  boat  has  had  four  nice  large  cod  of  about  151b. 
each,  so  good  sport  may  be  expected  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  if  the  weather  holds  fine.  Two  or 
three  small  bass  were  had  on  a  sand-line  by  Penfold 
last  week.— J.  W.  S. 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled 
during  the  week,  and  we  have  had  some  heavy  gales 
enougb  to  blow  fishermen  off  the  piers.  All  the  fishing 
boats  have  had  to  run  for  shelter  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  the  supply  of  fish  has  been  limited.  At 
some  of  the  sheltered  spots,  however,  fishermen  were 
to  be  found,  but  their  takes  were  very  light ;  it  is  to 
be  hoped  they  will  have  fine  weather  for  a  few  days 
prior  to  Christmas,  or  I  am  afraid  their  fare  will  not 
he  very  bounteous.  I  am  still  getting  reports  of  the 
damage  done  to  the  herring  fishery  by  the  dogfish 
biting  off  the  bodies  of  the  fish  in  the  drift-nets  and 
leaving  nothing  but  their  heads  behind. — William 
Heaeder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsi^ate.— The  weather  has  practically  stopped 
all  fishing  this  week,  the  only  two  fishable  days  being 
Dec.  17  and  18,  when  the  few  that  tried  had  little  or 
no  sport.  Weather  calming  down  and  hope  for 
brighter  prospects  for  the  holidays. — Grey  Mullett. 

Scarborougfh. — The  weather  has  been  so  stormy 
during  the  past  week  that  fishing,  either  by  boat  or  off 
the  piers,  has  been  in  abeyance.  The  fish  appear  to 
have  gone  out  to  deep  water. — H. 

Walmer. — We  have  had  a  full  share  of  the  gale 
which  last  week  devastated  the  country,  and  conse- 
quently there  is  little  to  report.  For  some  days  the 
sea  was  so  heavy  that  boat-fishing  was  an  impossibility. 
A  great  improvement  has,  however,  taken  place  and 
prospects  for  the  week-end  are  brighter.  Sprats, 
which  seen}  to  be  a  month  later  than  usqal  this  year, 


are  coming  in  more  freely,  but  they  have  been  so 
scarce  that  there  is  a  lot  of  leeway  to  make  up.  To 
their  absence  the  poor  fishing  of  this  season  may  be 
in  a  great  measure  attributed.  Now  they  arc  here  we 
may  looli  for  improved  angling  prospects.  I  regret  to 
say  that  your  regular  correspondent,  Mr.  Edward 
Burke,  is  seriously  ill,  and  until  his  recovery  I  have 
undertaken  to  send  the  weekly  reports  from  Walmer. 
— Charles  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jingling  fixtures, 

December  22. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Byflect. 

Collingwood :  Xmas  outing. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Xmas  outing. 

Covent  Garden  :  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

East  Dulwich :  Prize  outing. 

Junior  Piscatorials :  Roving  match. 

Lychnobite :  Xmas  competition. 

North  London  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

Phoenix :  Match  at  Marlow. 

Royal  George  :  Lapsed  prize  outing, 

Walham  Green  :  Xmas  outing. 

Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
December  23. 

Allasou  United :  Distribution. 

Blenheim :  Distribution. 

Dalston :  Distribution. 

Stockwell :  Distribution. 

Stratford:  Distribution. 

Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

West  Ham  Bros. :  Concert  and  distribution. 
December  24. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Distribution. 
December  25. 

Xmas  Day. 
December  26. 

Bank  Holiday. 

Bermondsey  Constitutional :  Match  at  Twickenham. 
United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 


Dec.  29. — Izaak  Walton  :  Competition. 

81. — Gresham:  Mr.  Norman's  evening. 


IRepovts  from  Clubs^ 


Bcports  (to  ensiirf.  insertion)  must,  in  consequence  of 
the  Christmas  Holidaijs,  arrive  not  liter  than  FIRST 
POST  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  24. 


Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (No.  2  Dis- 
trict).— On  Dec.  1*^  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Amicable 
Waltonian  Angling  Society.  Mr.  J.  Sheppard  occupied 
the  chair.  At  roll-call  twenty-nine  societies  were  well 
rex»esented.  I  spoke  in  brief  re  A.B.S.,  and  Mr. 
Wheelhouse,  Blackfriars,  went  round  with  the  A.B.S. 
box,  and  was  well  patronised.  I  thank  all  who 
attended  on  behalf  of  A. A.  and  A.B.S.  Next  visit  to 
Convivial  A.S. ;  date  later. — Bes  Abrahams  (Visiting 
Officer). 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— On  Dec.  13  in 
consequence  of  it  being  a  summoned  meeting  there 
was  a  full  attendance.  Grants  were  made  to  the 
amount  of  £22 — five  grants.  I  also  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thanks  the  receipt  of  k2  2s.  from  the  Wenlock 
Society,  Enterprise  £1  Is.,  North  East  Brothers  £2  lis., 
Harcourt  £4  lis.,  and  from  Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  collected 
at  his  competition,  £2  5s.  The  committee  will  oblige 
by  attending  early  on  Dec.  27. — S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate,  W. — 
A  great  many  members  competed  in  the  A.B.S.  com- 
petition on  Dec.  15,  when  Ben  Abrahams  and  F. 
Wright  took  prizes.  Our  Christmas  prize  distribution 
takes  place  on  Dec.  23,  at  9  p.m.  There  are  nine 
more  prizes  for  those  who  have  not  yet  taken  any, 
so  absentees  please  wake  up  and  have  a  go.  Our  dele- 
gate's report  was  read  and  passed,  and  election  of 
officers  settled. — Ben  Abraha:ms. 

Batteesea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Nag's 
Head,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.— We  fish  a  match  on 
Dec.  22  at  Byfleet  Bank,  only  jack  barred.  Go  down 
by  the  8-40  from  Clapham  Junction,  return  by  the 
5  40.  Boundary  from  Walsham  Lock  to  the  Earlsfield 
Water.  Our  Christmas  prizes  were  distributed  on 
Dec.  17  ;  there  will  be  no  meeting  next  Tuesday 
(Dec.  24). — A.  De.tonge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. — The  result  of  our 
Christmas  prizes  was : — J.  Wigley,  first  ;  W.  Tayler, 
second  ;  "  Spider,"  third  ;  C.  G.  Pocock,  fourth.  We 
had  a  very  nice  tea  provided  at  the  clubhouse  by  our 
host.  There  are  still  some  prizes  to  go  for  anywhere 
in  the  Thames. — C.  G.  PK.GOTf. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting-hill. — Very  few  members 
have  had  fish  since  last  report.  There  are  still  five 
prizes  left  from  Christmas  outing,  whixib  will  be  fished 
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for  at  Harefield  on  Dec.  22  ;  same  conditions  as  before. 
Only  those  eligible  who  had  entered,  but  had  not 
taken  a  prize.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Derry  for 
his  very  interesting  paper,  which  concerned  this  very 
outing.  At  our  concert  on  Dec.  23,  instead  of  a  paper 
being  read  the  chairman  will  distribute  the  prizes  won 
in  the  Christmas  outing,  the  best  of  which  is  a  hamper 
filled  with  good  cheer. — C.  Chaplais. 

Bloomsbuby  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crovm,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbm-y.— Our  Christmas 
outing  took  place  on  Dec.  15,  at  Windsor,  the  result  of 
which  was  as  follows  :— 1st,  Mr.  C.  Davis,  with  roach  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  P.  W.  Stocker,  with  roach  and  dace.  Messrs. 
J.  Young,  J.  Drew,  and  G.  V.  Stimpsou  also  weighed 
in  roach.  As  the  festive  season  is  close  at  hand  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  all  members  the 
compliments  of  :the  season,  not  forgetting  our  old 
friends  Messrs.  F.  S.  Pavett  and  F.  W.  Ims,  who  are 
still  in  South  Africa,  at  the  front. — T.  Pateenostee. 

Cambeidge  Heath  Beothebs  Angling  Society, 
the  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's  -  road, 
Cambridge  Heath. — Several  members  visited  Rich- 
mond on  Dec.  15  to  take  part  in  the  A.  B.  S.  competi- 
tion, but  only  two  were  amongst  those  to  weigh  in, 
Messrs.  W.  Argent  and  H.  D.  Everill,  the  last-named 
also  coming  in  twelfth  in  our  Christmas  outing.  Mr. 
T.  Gates  also  had  roach  from  other  waters.  Dec.  22 
will  be  the  last  to  fish  for  the  Christmas  prizes.  The 
distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Dec.  23.  There 
will  be  a  meeting  as.  usual  on  Dec.  24.  Dec.  31  is 
quarterly  night,  after  which  date  the  3d.  per  week 
system  comes  in  vogue. — E.  H.  Akgent. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — Messrs. 
H.  Bethell  and  J.  Thome  saved  this  society  from  a 
blank  on  Dec.  15  with  roach.  Mr.  J.  Thome  was 
successful  in  taking  a  prize  in  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Competition  at  Bichmond.  Members  who  were  suc- 
cessful in  taking  Christmas  prizes  are  Messrs.  J. 
Thome,  H.  Eyres,  E.  Guy,  F.  Winter,  G.  W.  Bale, 
and  Bethell.  The  next  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Jan.  1. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Stbollees'  Angling  Society,  Alexandra 
Hotel,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Christmas  outing 
will  be  fished  on  Dec.  22  at  Wraysbury,  four  prizes ; 
tow  path.  Bell  Weir  to  Old  Windsor  Lock,  Jack  barred  ; 
any  weight  of  sizeable  fish  take  prizes.  Prizes  not 
taken  to  be  drawn  for  by  members  competing  on 
return  to  headquarters.  All  to  return  by  6  p.m.  train 
from  Wraysbury. — P.  Bishop. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-Square,  Blackfriars-road. — We  fish  our  Christ- 
mas and  December  prize  outings  combined  at 
Richmond  on  December  22.  Richmond  Lock  to 
Teddington  Lock,  tow-path  only.  Two  rods ;  usual 
conditions.  Twenty-one  prizes.  Trains :  Waterloo, 
7.50;  return,  5.33  from  Richmond.  On  December  4 
Mr.  J.  Deplidge,  specimen  chub  and  dace.  On  Decem- 
ber 15  Mr.  Gooding,  Mr.  Ball,  and  Mr.  Jarrett,  roach. 

— F.   P.  SOHGE. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  15  several  mem- 
bers competed  at  Richmond  in  the  A.B.S.  competi- 
tion, but  were  unsuccessful.  Mr.  S.  Swain  saved  a 
blank  with  some  nice  roach.  On  Dec.  17  a  full  attend- 
ance ;  the  usual  business  was  gone  through.  The 
delegates  gave  in  their  report  of  proceedings  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute.  One  new  member  was  made 
and  another  proposed.  Anglers  and  friends  do  not 
forget  Monday,  Dec.  23,  when  all  are  welcome. — S. 
Malby. 

East  Dulwich  Anglees,  Lord  Palmerston  Hotel, 
Lordship-lane,  East  Dulwich,  S.E. — We  had  five 
members  enter  for  the  competition  at  Richmond  and 
two  weighed  in.  We  have  a  prize  outing  on  Dec.  22 
at  Shalford  ;  train  leaves  Vauxhall  8-46  a.m. — E. 
Dyball. 

FoBEST  Gate  Piscatoeials,  Earl  of  Derby,  Station- 
road,  E. — Messrs.  S.  Deacon,  J.  Durell,  and  W. 
Oliver  have  weighed  in  roach  this  week.  We  com- 
mence fishing  for  the  Christmas  prizes  on  Saturday, 
Dec.  21,  and  finish  on  Dec.  31.— B.  Saegent. 

Hablesden  Angling  Society,  the  Crown  Hotel, 
High-street,  Harlesden. — All  the  prizes  in  our  Christ- 
mas outing  at  Richmond  wers  taken,  the  winners  of 
same  being  Messrs.  Ide,  Lidbitter,  Warren,  Woolston, 
Morris,  and  Lines.  Most  of  the  above  mentioned 
members  also  won  prizes  in  the  A.B.S.  competition. 
During  the  quarter  we  have  made  three  new  members. 
— E.  S.  C. 

Heaets  op  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
128,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — We  had  a  special 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  11,  and  very  sorry  to 
say,  few  members  turned  up.  I  wish  to  draw 
attention  to  this  notice,  that  all  members  are  requested 
to  pay  up  contributions  to  clear  themselves  ou  the 
books  to  Nov.  27,  1901.  Our  next  meeting  night  will 
take  place  on  Jan.  1, 1902,  and  if  members  do  not  turn 
up  this  club  must  cease  at  the  8th  of  January,  1902. 
Any  debts  owing  on  behalf  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak 
Angling  Society  please  send  in  at  once. 

HoxTON  Bbothbbs  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road. — On  Dec.  15  only  one  of  our 
members,  Mr.  McGuiness,  scaled  at  the  Richmond 


competition.  Those  entitled  to  fish  for  the  lapsid 
prizes  should  go  to  St.  Margaret's  on  Deo.  22  by  the 
9  a.m.  train,  and  start  fishing  by  mutual  consent. 
Show  fish  at  9.30  in  club  room,  and  weigh  at  10  p.m. 
Messrs.  Newton  and  Grausse  are  the  stewards 
to  arrange  for  the  annual  supper  which  is  to  take 
place  about  the  last  week  in  January,  1902. — E.  W. 
Bishop. 

Islington  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road,  N. — Several  members  were  at 
Windsor  for  the  remainder  of  the  prizes.  The  successful 
were  Messrs.  Wood,  Stone,  and  Burwash ;  several  of 
our  members  were  in  the  Richmond  A.B.S.  compe- 
tition, the  only  prize-vnnner  being  Mr.  Herbert.  The 
delegate  from  the  Anglers'  Association  gave  in  his  report 
which  was  duly  received.  Would  secretaries  of  clubs 
kindly  forward  the  money  and  unsold  tickets  for  the 
Mrs.  Benny  concert,  as  the  committee  wish  to  draw  it 
to  a  close. — J.  H.  Hebbeet. 

IzAAK  Walton  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Brunswick-street,  Hackney-road,  N.E.— Only 
three  of  the  four  "  specials  "  competed  for  on  Dec.  15, 
at  Shiplake,  were  taken,  Messrs.  R.  Hill,  H.  Butt, 
and  G.  Highley  being  the  winners.  Of  the  two  special 
prizes  offered  for  competition  on  Dec.  18,  only  one  was 
secured,  Mr.  J.  K.  Charters  being  the  winner.  There 
are  two  "specials"  to  be  fished  for  ou  Dec.  29,  com- 
petitors being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters  (private  waters  barred).  Mr.  G.  H.  Lee's  prize 
will  be  competed  for  on  Jan.  5  at  Shiplake. — H.  B. 

JcNiOB  Pisoatoeial  SOCIETY,  Amersham  Hotel, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E. — At  our  last  competition, 
although  plenty  of  fish  were  to  be  seen  only  our  first 
prize  was  taken,  this  by  J.  Hawkins  with  roach.  Mr. 
J.  Morgan  had  jack,  but  could  not  count  in  this  com- 
petition. Our  next  competition  will  be  on  Dec.  22  :  to 
be  a  rover,  all  fish  to  weigh. — W.  Peeeman. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  the  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  Dec.  15  the  following  members 
had  fish  :— Messrs.  Hawkins,  T.  Evens,  G.  Cook,  and 
W.  Symes.  Our  Christmas  prizes  were  paid  to  the 
successful  winners;  there  are  still  fifteen  Christmas 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  consisting  of  money  and  Christ- 
mas fare.  Our  next  club  outing  will  take  place  at 
Bourne  End  on  Jan.  26,  1902,  for  two  prizes  value  one 
guinea  each,  four  of  10s.  6d.  each,  three  of  73.  6d.,  and 
one  of  5s. ;  usual  conditions. — W.  Watling. 

Nobth-East  Bbotheeb  Angling  Society,  Star  and 
Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal-green. — On  Dec.  15 
several  members  visited  the  Thames  in  the  A.  B.  S. 
competition  but  met  with  no  success.  On  Dec.  16,  at 
our  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  Mr.  W.  Davis,  the 
room  was  full,  and  a  very  enjoyable  evening  spent. — 
G.  Tayloe. 

NoBTH  London  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Brooksby-street,  Liverpool -road. — On  Dec.  15  several 
of  the  members  fished  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  at 
Richmond,  when  four  weighed  in.  The  club  prizes 
were  not  all  won,  the  only  members  to  take  them 
being  Messrs.  W.  Stretch  and  Boorman,  they  also 
taking  Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Wells  also  took  a 
Christmas  prize.  The  two  club  prizes  and  one  Christ- 
mas prize  can  be  fished  for,  roving,  any  water,  on 
Dec.  22.  Members  who  entered  the  handicap  are 
reminded  that  the  entrance  fee  must  be  paid  on 
Dec.  23,  when  the  prizes  will  be  paid  over  to  the 
winners. — H.  Steetch. 

Oglandee  Piscatoeial  Society,  Oglander  Hotel, 
Oglander-road,  East  Dulwich.  —  On  Thursday  last 
several  members  weighed  in  for  the  Christmas  outing 
and  again  on  Sunday  ;  of  the  twenty-five  prizes  nine- 
teen have  been  won,  but  the  result  and  distribution 
will  stand  over  until  December  31.  It  is  with  the 
deepest  regret  that  I  have  to  mention  the  sad  and 
sudden  decease  of  one  of  the  founders  of  this  society 
in  Mr.  Tom  Wood,  a  hard  working  member  and  one 
who  enjoyed  the  highest  esteem  of  all  Oglanders.  The 
funeral  takes  place  on  Saturday  at  3.30  at  Porest-hill, 
and  many  will  pay  their  last  respects  to  one  of  our 
number  who  has  gone  but  who  will  never  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  knew  him. — W.  S.  C. 

Oeiginal  Alexandea  Angling  Society,  Crown 
and  Anchor,  Cheshire-street,  Bethnal-green. — We 
had  a  blank  last  week.  On  Dec.  22  we  fish  from  Rye 
House  Bridge  to  Buntingford  Railway  Bridge  ;  roam- 
ing (go  where  you  like) ;  show  fish  in  .the  Railway 
Tavern  at  6.30.  If  the  prizes  are  not  all  won,  they 
will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  29,  as  there  will  be  no 
meeting  next  Wednesday. — Geoege. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Tavistock,  Stib- 
bington-street,  N.W. — Members  are  reminded  of  the 
match  on  Dec.  22,  Marlow  Bridge  to  Temple  Lock, 
and  hope  there  will  be  a  strong  muster.— P.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatoeials,  Queen's  Arms,  la,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Dec.  15,  W.  Payne  was  the 
only  member  who  weighed  in  fish.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  for  the  Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at 
the  club  house  on  Dec.  24,  sharp  at  eight. — P.  Cook. 

Royal  Geoege  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  Dec.  15  we  fished  our 
Christmas  outing  at  Richmond  in  conjunction  with 
the  A.B.S.  competition.  With  the  following  result  ; — 
Messrs.  Trotter,  first  ;  Longland,  second ;  and  Pope, 
third.    Members  may  go  where  they  think  fit  on 


Dec.  22  for  lapsed  prizes  from  our  Christmas  outing. 
— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  the  Empress,  St. 
John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — Several  of  our  mem- 
bers competed  in  the  A.  B.  S.  competition,  but  drew 
blanks.  We  had  a  few  good  roach  from  the  Thames 
on  the  Dec.  15,  and  a  few  from  the  Stort.  The 
Christmas  prizes  (a  very  useful  lot)  were  presented  to 
the  winners  on  Dec.  18.  The  next  outing  will  take 
place  at  Burnt  Mill ;  particulars  at  club  house.— F. 
Thobling. 

Sooth  London  Anqlebs'  United  Visiting  List. — 

The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  go  to  the  New 
Grange  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Head,  Pendall-street, 
Grange-road,  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  7,  when  I  trust  they 
will  have  a  good  house  warming. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney,  B.— Mr.  Stothart  was  the  only  one  to 
weigh  in  on  Dec.  15.  More  Christmas  prizes  still  to 
be  taken.— W.  B. 

Stockwell  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cambridge, 
Thome-road,  South  Lambeth-road,  S.W.— Although 
some  members  weighed  in  in  the  A.B.S.  competition, 
only  three  (Messrs.  A.  Jenkins,  R.  Tirrel,  and  Harry 
Payne)  turned  up  at  our  headquarters.  I  should  like 
to  see  a  full  attendance  of  members  at  the  distribution 
on  Monday,  for  which  there  are  several  more  prizes  to 
be  taken.    No  meeting  on  Tuesday. — A. P. 

Steatpobd  Angling  Society,  Falmouth  Arms, 
Maryland-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  Dec.  15 
Messrs.  G.  Hobbs  and  Race  weighed  in  a  good  show  of 
roach.  The  distributions  of  Christmas  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Dec.  23  at  8  o'clock.— G.  P.  Lyndon. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle  Hotel, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Our  meeting  has  been 
adjourned  until  Dec.  31.  The  society  will  be  open  on 
Christmas  Eve  for  all  members  who  care  to  attend. 
It  is  requested  that  all  members  in  arrears  will 
forward  the  same  before  Dec.  24,  so  that  the  secretary 
can  bring  forward  the  quarterly  balance-sheet  for 
inspection  on  Dec.  31. — J.  S.  P.  Webb. 

Walham  Gbeen  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Pulham-road,  S.W.— Members,  don't  forget 
Christmas  prize  outing  on  Dec.  22  at  Hampton.  All 
to  go  down  by  8.3  a.m.  from  Clapham  Junction. 
Start  by  signal ;  two  rods.  All  fish  to  weigh  according 
to  rules.  Nine  prizes.  Messrs.  Glass,  Templeman, 
Palmer,  and  Kerry  weighed  in  at  the  A.  B.  S.  Com- 
petition on  Dec.  15. — W.  L.  Kbbey. 

Walthamstow  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — We  wound  up  our 
Christmas  outing  with  a  grand  show  of  fish — nearly 
301b.  of  roach  and  perch  weighed  in  by  Messrs.  Flint, 
Gover,  Thomson,  Osment,  Howell,  Poore,  Schocke, 
and  Leader.  Distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on 
Dec.  23.— M.  Schocke. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  outing  on 
Dec.  15  resulted  in  a  blank.  The  monthly  and 
Christmas  prizes  therefore  are  to  be  fished  for  again 
at  Ashurst  on  Dec.  22 ;  train  leaves  Victoria  at  8.50 ; 
time  to  cease  fishing  and  boundary  to  be  fixed  by 
members  present. — Wabney. 

West  Ham  Beothebs  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Only  two  mem- 
bers weighed  in  last  week — Mr.  Newton,  jun.,  roach  ; 
Mr.  P.  W.  Hartt,  dace,  besides  myself,  who  had  on 
the  trays  a  few  fish  from  Southend-on-Sea.  There 
was  only  one  further  prize  taken  by  Mr.  Hartt,  which 
now  leaves  ten  to  fish  for  and  only  one  Sunday  to 
weigh  in  for  same.  Our  distribution  and  concert  takes 
place  at  the  club  room  on  Dec.  23,  and  I  should  like 
all  members  to  make  it  convenient  to  attend  and 
bring  their  friends. — R.  Pbthuest. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — No  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday, 
Dec.  26.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  following 
meeting  to  arrange  a  match  and  for  other  important 
business. — J.  J.  Huntee. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled  by 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55  and  56, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

23,852.  Mr.  Alexander  Farquharson  and  Mr.  William 
Martin,  Cluny  Harbour,  Buckie.  "  Hand 
steering  gear  for  fishing  boats." 

24.602.  Mr.  Herbert  John  Haddan,  18,  Buckingham- 
street,  Strand.  "  Improvements  in  apparatus 
for  reducing  or  rendering  fish  waste,  fish 
and  other  material." 

24.603.  Mr.  Herbert  John  Haddan.  "A  new  or 
improved  process  of  reducing  or  rendering 
fish-waste  or  fish  and  other  oil  yieldable 
material  to  obtain  oil." 

24.604.  Mr.  Herbert  John  Haddan.  "  Improvements 
in  obtaining  a  congealable  glue-yieldable  or 
gelatine-yielding  material  from  fish-waste 
or  fish  and  other  material." 

24,821.    Mr.  William  Phillips  Thompson,  of  Liverpool. 

"Improvements  in  the  bleaching  of  whale 
and  seal  oil." 
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Sowings      t^c  iSa^. 

Mb.  S.  J.  HuELEY,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
■writes  : — "  Noble  Drag, — Health  and  benediction  I  I 
know  a  bank  where  the  woodcock  sleepeth,  and  only 
that  I  am  again  a  close  prisoner  in  my  castle — thanks 
to  a  fresh  attack  of  bronchitis — it  would  be  a  igreat 
pleasure  to  me  to  ask  you  to  come  over  and  slay  a  few 
dozen  of  the  much-prized  birds,  as  I  know  you  can 
'  bring  up  '  a  breech-loader  as  dexterously  as  you  can 
wield  the  springy  greenheart.  No  matter,  there's  a 
good  time  coming,  and  when  the  big  silvery  salmon 
begin  to  come  up  to  us  from  the  Atlantic  in  the  spring 
over  you  will  have  to  come  and  nail  a  brace  or  two 
of  the  leviathans.  Now,  dear  Drag.,  permit  me  to 
wish  you,  and  our  genial  and  sport-loving  editor-in- 
chief  (Mr.  R.  B.  Marston),  his  accomplished  literary 
stafi,  and  our  distinguished  young  friend,  '  His  Serene 
Highness  the  Devil,'  a  very  happy  Christmas.  Here's 
a  good  Schlantha  to  you,  and  tons  of  increased  pros- 
perity to  the  Fishing  Gazette." 


The  above  letter  is  typical  of  tons  of  missives  I  have 
received.  There  are  solemn  invitations,  and  invita- 
tions full  of  "  quips  and  cranks."  "  A  merry  Yuletide," 
writes  a  dear  old  friend  in  the  Land  o'  Cakes.  "  I  hope 
you'll  tide  over  all  difficulties,  and  come  over  and  see 
me."  "  What  cheer  ?  "  hails  a  nautical  matey,  and  to 
him  and  to  all  I  reply  "good  cheer  !  " 


There  are  spots  on  the  sun  we  know,  and  the  horizon 
has  clouds  this  Christmas,  but  the  angler  is  an 
optimist  and  will  always  look  on  the  bright  side  of 
things.  Some  un-necessaries  of  life,  such  as  bread, 
meat,  and  house  rent  are  high,  but  the  Fishing 
Gazette  is  still  only  2d.  My  chief  in  another  column 
strikes  a  pleasant  chord  when  he  hopefully  looks 
forward  to  the  approaching  end  of  the  war — a  war 
which  has  even  made  the  merry  angler's  heart  ache. 
I  am  no  prophet  and  don't  pretend  to  know  when  the 
war  will  end,  but  I  c(ui  tell  an  anxious  world  that  on 
Jan.  4  the  FisTiing  Gazette  will  begin  a  new  volume. 


The  competition  held  on  Dec.  15,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.,  was  associated  with  some  downpours  of  rain, 
but  yet  there  was  a  downpour  of  anglers  on  Richmond. 
There  should  have  been  another  Richmond  in  the 
field  to  lure  off  the  overflow.  They  were  all  there- 
anglers  in  knickerbockers,  and  the  sixth  standard, 
and  anglers  with  grey  beards  who  could  not 
come  up  to  their  standard  of  what  a  day's  sport 
should  be,  for  roach  and  dace  were  off  feed.  Still  it 
was  a  merry  day,  and  thanks  are  due  to  all  who 
assisted  in  making  it  a  success.  A  collection  was  made 
on  the  banks,  and  that  reminds  me  that  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams  is  anxious  to  get  a  collection  of  stuffed  fish 
and  other  exhibits  for  the  Great  International 
Exhibition  of  Sporting  Appliances  to  be  held  at  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington,  on  Feb.  12,  1.3, 
and  14,  1902. 


"  When  first  I  met  sweet  Peggy 
'Twas  on  a  load  of  hay" — 
Thus  the  lines,  slightly  altered,  came  pop  into  my 
mind  when  looking  at  the  pretty  art  supplement  to 
Messrs.  W.  &  A.  Gilbey's  booklet  on  Glen  Spey  and 
Strathmill  whiskey.  But  the  pretty  little  picture 
don't  represent  carting  hay  but  barley — the  home- 
grown barley  from  which  Gilbey's  "  special  "  at  3s.  6d. 
a  bottle  is  brewed.  I  recommend  all  to  get  the  picture 
— that  is  good,  and  the  picture  plus  the  whiskey  is 
better. 


The  meeting  of  the  Croydon  Angling  Society  on 
Monday  was  a  most  enjoyable  affair,  their  spacious 
and  palatial  club-room  was  comfortably  filled,  quite 
300  members  and  ladies  being  present.  Councillor 
Dobson  wired  from  Plymouth  that  he  was  detained  by 
business,  and  Mr.  Anderson  made  a  capital  chairman. 
Fishing  and  holiday  trips,  South-Eastern  Railway, 
were  received,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  accorded. 
A  collection  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  realised  30s.,  and 
Mr.  Fred  Berry  returned  thanks  on  behalf  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  Committee.  A  capital  programme  of  instru- 
mental and  vocal  music  was  greatly  enjoyed  by  an 
appreciative  audience.  Mr.  W.  Dix  and  Mr^  J.  Jefferys 
were  in  their  glory  looking  after  the  comfort  of  the 
visitors. 


Pessimists  notwithstanding,  Christmas — happily  for 
mankind — continues  to  be,  generally,  a  merry  Christ- 
mas. When  merriment  can  be  combined  with  sub- 
stantial aid  in  the  sacred  cause  of  charity,  it  seems  to 
me  to  reach  its  best  and  highest  form.  Of  such  is  the 
annual  football  match  at  Tufnell  Park,  "Bakers  v. 
Sweeps,"  the  gate-money  from  which  is  devoted  to  the 
charitable  institutions  of  the  neighbourhood.  I  hope 
to  again  have  the  pleasure  of  chronicling  a  more  than 
usually  substantial  success  on  this  the  first  Christmas 
of  the  Twentieth  Century.  Tickets  can  be  had  from, 
or  donations  will  be  thankfully  received  and  acknow- 
ledged by,  the  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  L.  H.  Wilkins,  2, 
Gatcombe-road,  Tufnell  Park,  N. 


I  REGRET  to  hear  that  the  correspondent  of  the 
FisJdng  Gazette  at  Walmer,  Mr.  Edward  Burke,  is 
seriously  ill.  During  the  time  he  is  laid  by,  and  I — 
and  I  am  sure  all  who  know  him— hope  that  time 
will  be  very  short,  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  Walmer  sea-fishing  reports  to  remain  in  com- 
petent and  experienced  hands. 


CoNGBATULATiONS  to  Mr.  Horace  Montford,  the 
sculptor,  who  I  am  glad  to  know  is  as  deft  with  a  fly- 
rod  as  he  is  with  modelling  tool  and  chisel.  Mr. 
Montford  made  a  splendid  success  with  a  statue  of 
Darwin — as  a  naturalist  dear  to  all  anglers.  Now  the 
sculptor  is  busy  on  two  bronze  busts  of  I^arwin,  one 
for  the  Institute  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  U.S.A.,  and  the 
other  for  Skibo  Castle.  Needless  to  say  the  commis- 
sion is  from  Mr.  Andrew  Carnegie.  Why  don't  other 
millionaires  follow  this  example  ?  Mr.  Horace  Mont- 
ford is  ready  to  prove  that  sculpture  is  an  art  very 
much  alive  to-day. 


Some  Christmas  "  Don'ts." 

In  the  first  place,  don't  give  duty  presents,  or,  in 
other  words,  presents  you  think  you  are  obliged  to  give. 

Don't  give  anything  beyond  your  means. 

Don't  give  only  to  those  who  return  the  favour  to 
you.  If  you  get  a  gift  from  an  unexpected  quarter, 
don't  send  something  right  back  by  return  post. 

Don't  inform  your  friends  for  weeks  beforehand 
that  you  are  not  going  to  "give  anybody  anything  " 
this  Christmas. 

Don't  wear  yourself  out  either  himting  in  the  shops 
for  the  cheapest  possible  big  thing  that  will  make  a 
good  show,  or  work  yourself  to  death  doing  the  same 
thing. 

Don't  hurt  anyone's  feelings  by  what  you  do  give. 
No  matter  what  it  costs,  let  it  in  its  refinement  appeal 
to  them. 

Don't  apologise  for  what  you  do  give. 

Don't  send  a  coarse  present  to  a  person  of  fine 
tastes.  Whatever  you  do  give,  let  the  love  and 
Christmas  feeling  of  peace  and  good  will  go  with  it, 
or  else  don't  do  anything. 


Could  a  man  be  secure  that  his  life  would  endure 

As  of  old  for  a  thousand  years  long, 
What  arts  he  might  know,  what  deeds  he  might  do  ! 

With  woman,  with  sport,  wine,  and  song. 

But  we  whose  lives  are  but  a  span 
The  thicker  must  lay  on  the  pleasure  ; 

Time  will  not  stay — add  night  to  day 
And  thus,  in  part,  fill  up  the  measure. 

With  friends  and  wife — too  short  our  life  ! 

For  patriarchal  age  I'm  wishing — 
Whene'er  I  dine,  sing  songs,  quaS  wine, 

But  mostly  when  I  go  fishing. 


Edward  Welchman  was  a  noted  doctor  round 
Banbury,  and  no  man  loved  a  joke  better.  He 
attended  a  farmer's  wife — the  farmer,  who  was  a 
"cow  doctor,"  attended  a  female  member  of  the 
bovine  breed  belonging  to  the  doctor,  and  which  was 
sick.  The  farmer's  wife  got  better,  and  Dr.  Welchman 
presented  his  bill.  "  Yes,"  said  the  farmer ;  "  but  I've 
got  a  bill  against  you  for  the  coo."  "  Quite  right," 
said  the  doctor,  "make  it  out."  It  was  made  out,  and 
said  the  doctor  in  surprise,  "  Your  bill  comes  to  as 
much  as  mine — the  items  are  the  same !  "  "  Y'es," 
said  the  farmer,  "  every  time  you  came  to  see  my  old 
ooman  I  went  to  see  your  coo.  It's  just  as  far  from 
my  house  to  yourn  as  it  is  from  yourn  to  mine." 
"  But  it  takes  more  skill  to  doctor  a  human  being 
than  a  cow,"  said  the  doctor.  "Oh,  does  if?" 
replied  the  farmer.  "  My  old  ooman  told  you  all  her 
simpletons.  Could  your  coo  tell  me  her  simpletons 
and  how  she  felt  ?  I  had  to  find  oot  mysel'.  No, 
sir,  it's  harder  to  doctor  a  coo  than  a  mon  or  ooman." 
The  "human  "  doctor  laughed,  cried  quits,  struck  up 
a  friendship  with  the  cute  farmer,  and  many  a  day's 
fishing  did  the  two  doctors  have  together. 


This  is  not  angling,  but  I  was  asked  the  question, 
so  I  pass  it  on.  What  is  the  difference  between  a  dead 
bee  and  a  sick  donkey  ?  One  is  a  bee  deceased  and 
the  other  a  seedy  beast.    See  ? 


Ex-CoNGBESSMAN  Ben  Cable,  of  lUiuois,  recently 
told  this  story  of  a  titled  Englishman  who  spoke  at  a 
dinner  party  of  a  tiger  he  had  killed  in  India.  It 
measured,  he  said,  twenty-four  feet  from  nose  to 
tail-tip.  Everybody  gasped  a  little,  but  nobody 
ventured  to  express  lack  of  faith  in  the  accuracy  of 
his  memory  for  figures.  However,  there  was  an  old 
Scotchman  present  who  proceeded  to  cap  "  my  lord's  " 
tiger  tale  with  a  fish  story.  He  said  he  had  once 
caught  a  fish  which  was  so  heavy  he  could  not  land  it. 
He  had  to  call  on  six  of  his  friends  to  help  him  bring 
it  to  the  shore.  "It  was  a  skate,"  he  said,  "and  it 
covered  two  acres."     The  tiger-hunting  nobleman 


glared  at  the  unmoved  Scot  for  a  moment  and  then 
left  the  table  in  a  rage.  The  host  flew  after  him  and 
returned  much  disturbed.  "  Sir,"  ho  said  sternly  to 
the  Scot,  "you  have  insulted  my  lord,  and  I  beg  you 
to  apologise."  "  I  dinna  insoolt  him,"  declared  the 
Scot.  "  Yes,  you  did,"  persisted  the  host.  "  That 
two-acre  fish  story  of  yours  was  a  gross  reflection  on 
him— an  insult.  You  must  apologise."  "  Weel," 
said  the  Scot,  "just  you  go  back  to  the  injured 
gentleman  and  tell  him  that  if  he  will  tak'  ten  feet  off 
that  tiger's  tail,  I'll  see  what  I  can  do  with  the  fecsh." 


The  Mick  is  indisposed,  the  "  cowld  "  weather  being 
the  responsible  cause,  and  the  "docther"  is  very' 
anxiously  awaiting  a  change  in  his  condition.  I  have 
just  received  a  message  from  the  patient  to  say,  "  It's 
all  right,  Drag.,  me  boy,  the  docther's  waiting  for  a 
change,  and  as  soon  as  the  change  comes  things  will 
be  different." 


Sea-Fog. 

There  is  a  ghost  that  walks  the  sea  to-night  I 
I  marked  him  in  the  twilight,  hovering 
Beyond  the  marshes  ;  a  grey,  misshaped  Thing 

To  chill  the  very  soul  with  nameless  fright. 

And  as  a  flock  of  startled  birds  takes  wing 
Before  the  fowler,  so,  in  sudden  flight, 
I  saw  the  fisher  boats  from  left  and  right 

Hui-rying  to  harbour  ;  and  I  heard  the  ring 

Of  warning  bells,  and  then  the  beacon  hurled 
Its  javelin  of  fire  into  the  dark 

And  made  a  space  of  refuge  for  who  saw. 

Whereon,  my  own  being  safe,  the  outer  world 
Passed  from  my  thought.    Alas,  the  narrow  arc 
On  Life's  full  round  that  tightened  heartstrings 
draw  !  — Christmas  Scribner's. 


In  a  delightful  gossipy  book,  "  Rambles  Round  the 
Edg  Hills,"  the  Rev.  Geo.  Miller  has  some  interesting 
observations  on  our  forefathers'  appreciation  of  fish. 
In  olden  days,  says  Mr.  Miller,  fresh  meat  was  scarce, 
and  fish  was  in  great  demand,  especially  in  the  Midland 
Counties,  where  the  distance  from  the  sea  prevented 
the  consumption  of  fresh  fish  to  any  great  extent. 
Fish-ponds,  therefore,  formed  a  distinctive  feature  in  the 
grounds  of  the  baron  and  the  manor-lord,  as  well  as  on 
the  estates  of  the  monastic  orders.  The  value  of 
fisheries  is  seen  in  the  Hampton  accounts,  where  the 
fishery  is  estimated  at  18s.  a  year,  the  rent  of  some 
thirty-six  acres  of  laud.  .  .  .  Even  in  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  century  sea-fish  was  a  luxury  in  the  Mid- 
lauds  ;  fish  for  a  party  of  twelve  or  fourteen  cost  a 
sovereign  at  least.  The  cultivation  of  fresh-water 
fish  and  the  management  of  the  fish-ponds  were  there- 
fore almost  a  necessary  part  of  a  country  gentleman's 
education. 


When  the  winter  was  passing  away,  and  our  fore- 
fathers had  lived  so  long  on  salted  meat  and  pickled 
cabbage — pickled  cabbage  like  the  Russian  sour-krout 
was  largely  purchased  at  the  autumn  fares  for  winter 
use — the  Lenten  fare  of  eggs  and  fish  was  a  wholesome 
change,  and  the  drying  roads  and  the  lengthening  days 
enabled  the  inland  dwellers  to  supplement  their  home 
supply  of  fish  with  that  which  was  caught  ofi  the 
coast.  Our  forefathers  had  practical  ideas  of  their 
own,  which  they  carried  into  their  religious  duties ; 
for  they  not  only  rested  their  bodies  and  minds  by 
their  weekly  day  of  rest,  but  they  also  gave  a  change 
and  rest  to  the  digestive  organs  by  the  change  to  a 
lighter  diet  of  eggs  and  fish  on  their  weekly  fast  and 
also  on  the  Lenten  season.  Ah  I  the  good  old  times — 
dyspepsia  was  not  -so  common  then  as  now. 


Will  "  Enquirer  "  please  send  his  name  and  address 
and  also  a  few  penny  stamps '?  Some  of  his  conun- 
drums are  answerable — the  majority  of  them  from  any 
cookery  book.  As  regards  the  relationship  of  the 
whale  that  "  brought  up  "  Jonah,  it  may,  of  course, 
be  considered  that  prophet's  foster-parent. 


Ere  I  close  my  lines  to-night 

Let  me  just  a  wish  indite. 

And  in  phrases  terse  convey 

All  that  heart  hath  power  to  say. 

To  friends  afar,  and  friends  who're  near. 

Heartily  I  wish  good  cheer ; 

.\nd  to  absent  ones,  alack  I 

Whom  we  cannot  welcome  back, 

Let  us  in  one  little  glass 

This  sad  toast  in  silence  pass. 

Gallant  friends,  staunch,  true,  and  tried 

(Who  for  flag  and  country  died). 

Though  gone  from  us  yet  I  ween 

Memory  still  is  ever  green. 

Friends  I  know  not,  friends  I've  met. 

Accept  the  best  from — yours, 

Dragnet. 
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PFOvineial  Angling  Notes 

must,  iM  conseqtienca  of  the  Christmas  Holidai/s,  arrive 
not  later  than  FIRST  POST  on  Tuesdaij.  Dec.  24. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
(Dec.  12)  at  the  headquarters,  but  owing  to  the 
miserable  state  of  the  weather  the  meeting  was  very 
badly  attended.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  meetings 
were  read  and  passed  without  comment,  but  when  the 
minutes  of  the  last  special  general  meeting  were  read, 
the  one  dealing  with  the  secession  from  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  brought  about  a  long  discussion, 
and  owing  to  certain  matters  that  were  brought 
forward  the  resolution  bearing  upon  the  matter  was 
rescinded  by  thirteen  votes ;  this  will  be  challenged  at 
the  next  meeting.  The  committee  of  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association  met  at  Kidderminster  on  Saturday 
last,  when  business  of  great  importance  was  considered. 
The  Stroud  Association  was  elected  into  the  associa- 
tion. The  Birmingham  A.B.S.  intend  to  do  some- 
thing to  try  and  make  up  for  what  has 
been  paid  out  for  deaths  and  sickness  during 
the  past  six  months.  With  this  end  iti  view  a 
ballot  will  be  organised  ;  a  large  number  of  prizes  will 
be  forthcoming,  and  the  affair  should  be  a  success. 
The  St.  George's  A.S.  held  their  annual  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening  (Dec.  17),  which  was  well  attended. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  still  remains 
very  ill. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  is  not  much  to  relate  this  week  in  the  way  of 
sport  from  the  waters  which  intersect  the  Fen  district. 
Last  week's  heavy  snowstorm,  followed,  as  it  was,  by 
a  deluge  of  irain,  caused  a  tremendous  rush  of  water 
from  the  high  country,  and  the  rivers  and  drains, 
which  had  been  running  at  an  unusually  low  level  for 
the  time  of  year,  were  quickly  converted  into  turbulent 
streams.  The  flood  will  undoubtedly  have  a  beneficial 
efiect  upon  angling,  and  fishermen  had  been  desiring 
for  a  rise  for  some  time,  although  they  did  not 
anticipate  such  a  big  one  as  that  experienced  towards 
the  end  of  last  week.  Thanks,  however,  to  the  lowness 
of  the  soak  the  water  has  got  away  very  quickly,  and 
some  anglers  were  expecting  to  resume  operations  by 
the  middle  of  this  week.  At  the  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday  night,  Dec.  17)  everything  pointed  to  the 
possibility  of  resumption,  excepting,  perhaps,  on  one 
or  two  of  the  main  streams,  which  are  yet  running  in 
heavy  volume.  Prior  to  last  week's  storm  trolling 
anglers  continued  to  meet  with  much  success,  and 
some  remarkably  fine  pike  were  taken  from  both  the 
Witham  and  Forty-foot.  Those  in  quest  of  pike  will, 
towards  the  end  of  this  week,  probably  obtain  as  good 
sport  as  any  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Witham,  the 
middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot,  and  the  Welland  at 
Deeping.  Roach  fishing  should  be  most  successfully 
prosecuted  on  the  tributaries. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  held  their  annual  meeting  at  the  Queen's 
Hotel,  and  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing  season — 
Mr.  Charles  Gray  being  elected  to  the  presidential 
chair;  Messrs.  W.  H.  Barker  and  W.  F.  B.  Cal- 
vert, vice-presidents;  Mr.  George  Turner,  treasurer; 
Mr.  A.  Culkin,  financial  secretary  and  registrar ; 
and  Mr.  John  Sleet  general  secretary.  The  registrar 
reported  that  589  privilege  tickets  had  been  issued  to 
members  during  the  past  season,  and  that  the  new 
tickets  for  1902  would  be  ready  for  issue  at  the 
January  council  meeting,  which  would  be  held  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel  on  Jan.  1,  and  the  annual  members' 
meeting  and  prize  distribution  on  Friday  evening, 
January  17.  The  wintry  weather  has  now  put  a 
stop  to  angling  operations  in  this  district,  most  of  the 
the  local  waters  being  fall  of  snow  water  from  the 
wolds,  although  at  the  end  of  last  week  a  little  sport 
amongst  roach  was  anticipated  in  the  tidal  waters  of 
the  river  Hull,  and  from  the  vicinity  of  Arram  Mr. 
Fred  Matthews  had  a  good  show  of  nice  roach,  one  of 
which  scaled  lib.  2J:z. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Robin  Hood  Anglers,  Clifton,  Peudlebury,  had 
their  annual  social  on  Saturday  last.  A  good  variety 
programme  was  provided,  to  which  was  added 
the  presentation  of  a  gold  medal  to  Mr.  John 
Clayton.  At  the  next  meeting  they  intend  having 
one  of  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman's  readings  of  one 
of  Mr.  Bickerdjke's  articles  on  roach  fishing. 
They  are  quite  willing  to  accept  the  challenge  of  the 
Tyldesley  anglers  for  a  friendly  encounter.  The 
Bollin  for  many  days  has  been  in  flood  and  now  the 
ground  is  covered  with  snow,  and  there  is  little  or  no 
prospects  of  any  fishing  Even  at  Liverpool  where 
constitutions  are  apparently  of  cast-iron  indifference  to 
the  weather  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  angling  news. 
Many  still  waters  are  covered  with  ice,  and  running 


waters  running  rather  too  much.  With  regret  the 
death  of  an  old  angler,  Mr.  John  Garner,  is  announced. 
The  Jolly  Anglers  and  the  Howley  Angling  Societies 
have  successfully  disposed  of  their  annual  dinners, 
etc.,  and  are  ready  for  another  financial  year. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Beyond  general  lamentations  there  is  little  if  any- 
thing to  report  from  this  city.  Still  a  few  are  talking 
of  getting  away  for  the  coming  holidays.  Mr.  John 
Mitchell,  3,  Chapelfield-road,  Ardwick,  Manchester, 
has  adopted  a  style  of  float  for  ordinary  bottom 
fishing  which  is  a  wonder  for  lightness  and  utility. 
In  addition  to  the  stocking  already  mentioned  in 
these  notes,  the  G.P.A.A.  are  expecting  a  very  large 
consignment  destined  for  their  private  waters.  Whe-i 
our  men  get  their  travelling  cards  for  next  year  they 
will  be  found  to  contain  a  vast  number  of  alterations, 
which  must  be  carefully  noted. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  past  has  been  a  most  disastrous  week  so  far  as 
angling  is  concerned.  Gale  followed  gale,  and  storm 
succeeded  storm,  until  at  length  the  Trent  presented  the 
appearance  of  a  miniature  sea.  The  flood,  in  fact, 
attained  alarming  dimensions,  and  people  were  heartily 
glad  when  they  saw  the  waters  begin  to  subside.  On 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  fishing  was  just  possible, 
and  enthusiasts  were  out  on  the  sand  bank  below 
the  City  Boating  Station.  Some  roach  were  got 
with  the  worm,  but  nothing  out  of  the  common. 
The  objefit  of  the  visitors  was  really  bait  for  pike.  A 
pike  of  17ijlb.  is  said  to  have  been  caught  in  one  of  the 
inland  backwaters  near  Cavendish  Bridge.  As  soon.'as 
the  river  brightens  pike  fishing  ought  to  be  good,  and 
those  of  the  craft  getting  first  turn  will  unquestionably 
fare  the  best. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  variety  of  weather  during  the 
past  week,  strong  keen  winds,  frosts,  snow,  hail, 
rain  and  sunshine,  and  anglers  have  wisely  kept  at 
home.  A  heavy  water  is  coming  down  the  Severn 
and  Teme,  and  as  the  snow  melts  in  the  upper 
districts  a  flood  is  anticipated.  Some  capital 
sport  has  been  had  among  the  pike  in  private 
water  by  a  favoured  few,  and  Messrs.  Turner  and 
Knight  had  a  grand  catch  of  grayling  in  the  Ludlow 
district,  and  some  large  chub  ;  with  these  exceptions  no 
angling  has  been  done.  The  Worcester  United 
Working  Men's  Club  had  their  annual  prize  distribu- 
tion on  Monday  evening  ;  there  had  been  four  con- 
tests during  the  season.  A  most  pleasant  outing  was 
had  during  the  season  by  the  kind  invitation  of  the 
Earl  of  Coventry,  at  Croonie  Court.  Should  the 
present  high  water  run  off  and  the  weather  be 
favourable  sport  during  the  Christmas  holidays  should 
be  A  1. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  the  rivers  have  suffered  from  the  effects 
of  the  recent  storms  and  the  melting  snow 
from  wolds  and  moors,  so  that  for  several  days 
together  angling  was  out  of  the  question.  Since  the 
gales  and  the  rains  abated,  however,  some  of  the  more 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  Waltonians  have  tried  their 
luck,  and  not  been  altogether  unsuccessful  with 
fine  tackle  among  the  roach,  chub,  and  dace  in 
favourite  waters  of  the  Derwent.  The  pike 
fishermen,  who  have  lately  effected  some  surprises, 
received  a  check  at  the  beginning  of  this  week,  but  are 
looking  up  again  with  the  brighter  meteorological 
prospects.  Very  little  has  been  done  by  grayling 
fishers.  As  is  well  known,  neither  frost  nor  fog  will 
prevent  the  grayling  rising  if  tempted  with  an  attractive 
lure. 


THAMES  ANG LEES'  DEFENCE  LEAGUE. 


At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  (Dec.  17)  at  the  com- 
mittee rooms,  the  Blenheim  Arms,  Netting  Hill,  the 
secretary  read  several  letters  from  clubs  returning 
programmes  re  Andrews  concert,  but  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  list  is  by  no  means  complete,  there  still  being 
thirty  clubs  who  have  not  returned  money  or  pro- 
grammes. The  committee  wish  to  thank  the  Old 
Welsh  Harp  Angling  Society  for  three  shillings  for 
six  programmes  ;  also  the  secretary  read  several  letters 
promising  support  to  the  League,  and  it  has  been 
decided  to  get  our  printed  prospectus  and  committee 
list  out  as  soon  as  possible.  Our  next  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  14,  1902. 

C.  Chaplais,  Hon.  Sec. 


HOLLOWAVS  FILLS  AND  OINTMENT.  During  piercing 
winds  and  excessive  variations  of  temperature  everyone  is  more 
or  less  lialilc  to  internal  and  external  disease.  Throat,  chest, 
liver,  bowels,  kidneys,  and  skin  all  suffer  in  some  degree,  and 
may  be  relieved  liy  rubbing  in  this  Ointment,  aided  by  proper 
doses  of  the  Pills,  for  administering  which  full  directions  accom- 
pany each  box  ;  in  truth,  anyone  who  thoroughly  masters 
Hollovvay's  "  instructions"  will,  in  remedying  disease,  exchange 
the  labour  of  an  hour  for  the  profit  of  a  lifetime.  All  bronchial, 
pulmonary,  and  throat  disorders  require  that  the  Ointment 
should  be  thoroughly  well  rubbed  upon  the  skin  twice  a  day 
with  great  legularity,  considerable  briskness,  and  much 
persistence. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Theee  was  a  very  good  attendance  of  members 
again  at  the  weekly  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  when  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
Pishing  reports  were  meagre,  and  those  few  who  had 
ventured  out,  almost  to  a  man,  regretted  their  rash- 
ness. It  is  nothing  new  to  say  that  the  recent 
bitter  cold  weather  and  heavy  rains  would  not  be 
conduci\e  Ij  iiinn  ate  good  sport.  Still  rain 
has  been  much  wanted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  our 
Kelvedon  waters  especially  may  benefit  from  the 
abundant  supply.  Only  reports  of  a  few  pike  taken 
from  there  have  recently  been  handed  in  to  me.  It 
was  decided  to  hold  no  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  and  I  hope  members  will  bear  this  in 
mind,  as  an  ordinary  meeting  is  included  in  the  pro- 
gramme against  that  date.  I  should  like  to  use  this 
opportunity  of  wishing  members  and  friends  the 
season's  greetings.  J.  H.  Walker, 

Manchester  Hotel,  Hon.  Sec. 

Aldersgate-street,  E.G. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


Mb.  W.  T.  Attwood  occupied  the  chair  at  our 
meeting  on  Deo.  18.  It  was  decided  to  submit  an 
offer  for  the  water  which  had  been  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  society.  A  new  bye-law  apply- 
ing to  the  Thatcham  Fishery  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  Woodruff  and  duly  carried;  members  will  find 
same  posted  on  the  notice  -  board.  Owing  to 
Christmas  Day  falling  on  Wednesday  no  meeting  will 
be  held  next  week  and  members  are  requested  to  note 
that  our  next  meeting  will  be  on  Jan.  1.  Very  poor 
sport  has  been  obtained  since  last  report.  Messrs.  H. 
Dunn  and  C.  L.  Scholefield  report  little  sport  with 
dace  on  Dec.  14,  and  some  small  pike  on  Dec.  15.  Mr. 
J.  Potter,  several  dozen  roach  but  none  of  any  class. 
Mr.  Woodruff,  a  disappointing  expedition  during  which 
he  took  only  small  roach  and  pike. — G.  W. 


SOUTHEND  AMATEUR  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


A  NUMBEE  of  gentlemen  interested  in  angling 
assembled  on  Monday  evening,  for  the  purpose  of 
inaugurating  the  above  society,  at  the  Victoria  Hall, 
Alexandra-street.  There  was  a  large  attendance. 
The  Mayor  of  Southend,  Mr.  Alderman  Ingram, 
was  elected  president,  Mr.  W.  E.  Wheeler,  vice- 
president  ;  Mr.  F.  Norman,  chairman  of  committee ; 
Mr.  R.  Graham  (a  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society),  hon.  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  W.  G.  ,0.  Harrison, 
hon.  secretary.  Only  bond  fide  amateurs  are  eligible 
for  election.  The  annual' subscription  is  5s.;  ladies 
and  youths  under  sixteen  3s.  6d.  The  first  competition 
is  arranged  to  take  place  on  the  pier  on  Boxing  Day. 
Several  gentlemen  have  offered  prizes  for  the  occasion. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins  presided  over  the  monthly 
meeting  of  this  society  on  the  13th  inst.,  and  on  the 
conclusion  of  business  a  very  interesting  paper  was 
read  by  Mr.  Wm.  King  (proprietor  of  "  King's  Natural 
Bait"),  the  subject  being  "The  Cooking  of  Fresh 
Water  Fish."  At  the  outset  Mr.  King  suggested  that 
those  present  were  probably  more  interested  in  the 
catching  or  eating  of  fish  than  in  the  preparation  and 
cooking  of  it.  He  assured  them  that  when  the 
chemical  changes  due  to  the  action  of  heat  upon  food 
substances  were  known  and  appreciated  the  science  of 
cookery  became  both  elaborate  and  instructive;  he 
hoped,  however,  that  if  they  found  his  paper  too  dry 
they  would  apply  to  the  host  for  a  remedy.  He  would 
first  take  them  back  to  the  time  when  there  was  little 
to  be  had  in  the  way  of  fish  than  those  swimming  in 
fresh  water  ;  when  every  monastery  had  its  carp  ponds 
and  every  castle  and  baronial  hall  its  moat. 
Down  to  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century 
this  was  a  Roman  Catholic  country,  and  no  food 
except  fish  could  be  eaten  on  Fridays  and  other 
fast  days.  The  limited  means  of  transit  in  those 
days  made  the  culture  and  use  of  fresh-water  fish 
imperative  to  all  except  those  who  dwelt  immediately 
on  the  coast,  and  we  know,  as  many  a  ruin  and  many 
old  pictures  show,  that  kitchens  and  refectories  played 
an  important  part  in  monastic  and  baronial  life,  and 
that  the  preparation  and  cooking  of  food  was  quite  as 
much  an  art  then  as  at  present ;  we  also  know  that 
good  wines,  spices,  savoury  herb  concoctions  and  other 
adjuncts  of  a  good  table  were  as  much  appreciated  at 
that  time ;  undoubtedly  the  cooks  knew  then  how  to 
make  a  good  fish  sauce  with  such  ingredients  as 
malmsey  and  sack  ;  ketchup,  butter  and  herbs  to  make 
palatable  the  tench,  carp,  or  other  fish  which  must 
perforce  be  eaten.  Mr.  King  then  produced  a  book, 
dated  1656,  the  title  of  which  is  "  A  Choice  Manual  of 
Rare  and  Select  Secrets  in  Physic,"  to  which  is  added 
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"A  True  Gentlewoman's  Delight,  wherein  ia  con- 
tained all  manner  of  cookery,  together  with  pre- 
serving, conserving,  drying,    and    candying  —  very 
necessary  for  all  Ladies  and  Gentlewomen,"  compiled 
by    the  Countess    of    Kent.      He    caused  much 
amusement  by  quoting  some  of  the  prescriptions 
contained  in  the  first  portion,  and  congratulated  the 
members  that  when  they  found  it  necessary  to  consult 
an  apothecary  they  were  not  asked  to  swallow  such 
decoctions  as  these.    Coming  to  the  cooking  portion 
he  quoted  several  recipes,  many  being  very  quaint, 
but  the  following  appears  worthy  of  trial  : — "  How  to 
boil  a  pike  in  white  broth.— Cut  your  pike  in  three 
pieces,  and  boil  it  with  water  and  salt  and  sweet  herbs. 
Let  it  boil  until  it  stain,  then  take  the  yolks  of  half- 
a-dozen  eggs  and  beat  them  with  a  little  sack,  sugar, 
melted  butter,  and  some  of  the  pike's  broth  ;  then  put 
it  on  the  fire  to  keep  warm,  but  stir  it  often  lest  it 
curdle  ;  then  take  up  your  pike  and  put  the  head  and 
tail  together.    Then  cleave  the  other  pieces  in  two, 
take  out  the  backbone,  and  put  the  one  piece  on  the 
one  side  and  the  other  on  the  other  side,  but  blanch  all, 
then  pour  on  your  white  sauce,  garnish  your  dish  with 
sippets  and  boiled  parsley,  and  strew  on  powder  of  ginger, 
and  wipe  the  edge  of  the  dish  round,  and  serve  it." 
Now,  gentlemen,  he  went  on,  you  will  notice  that 
with  the  old-time  cooks  the  use  of  herbs  was  very 
extensive,  and  he  took  it  that  by  this  means  the 
muddy  flavour  was    effectually    disguised  without 
destroying  the  characteristic  flavour  of  the  fish.  He 
would  now  return  to  the  twentieth  century  and  ask 
why  fresh- water  fish  is  thought  so  little  of  ?  The 
chief  factor,  he  thought,  was  that  sea-fish  are  both 
cheap  and  plentiful,  and  he  candidly  admitted  that  be 
himself  gave  it  the  preference.     Still,  there  were 
many  villages  which  railways  did  not  reach,  and  in 
them  fresh-water  fish  is  still  eaten  and  relished.  He 
had  never  known  the  villagers  refuse  a  roach  or  bream 
when  offered.    Herbs  in  cooking  are  still  used  largely 
on  the  Continent,  and  to  this  practice  he  attributed 
the  preference  given  to  fresh-water  fish  by  the  poor 
foreign  Jews  in  the  East-end  of  London.    Here  they 
may  be  seen  in  the  market  streets  buying  sufficient 
roach,   bream,    tench,    etc.,    to    fill    their  aprons 
for  a  mere  pittance,  and  soon  converting  them, 
with  the  aid  of  these  herbs,  into  tasty,  nourishing 
dishes,  while  our  own  poor  turn  up  their  noses  in 
disgust  at  them.    These  Jews,  for  economy's  sake, 
usually  boiled  their  fish,  using  the  broth  afterwards 
with  vegetables,  but  he  did  not  consider  this  the  best 
method  of  cooking,  though  he  had  eaten  a  pike  which, 
after  being  laid  all  night  in  salt,  was  boiled  with 
parsley,  mace,  and  whole  pepper,  and  served  with 
anchovy  sauce,  and  he  would  defy  anyone  to  distinguish 
the  flavour  from  that  of  a  gurnard.    He  went  on  to 
give  several  practical  recipes,  and  recommended  frying 
in  pure  olive  oil  as  undoubtedly  the  best  method  of 
cooking  fresh-water  fish ;  the  chief  point  in  all  cases, 
however,  was  to  thoroughly  clean  the  fish  and  to  rub 
the  inside  well  with  salt,  and  leave  it  all  night, 
sprinkling  some  also  upon  the  outside.    Olive  oil^ 
when  heated  suflaciently  gives  off  a  slight  blue  vapour  ; 
when  this  rises,  and  not  before,  is  the  time  to  put  in  the 
fish.    In  conclusion,  Mr.  King  said  that  the  objection 
to  fresh-water  fish  as  food  was  chiefly  sentimental ;  in 
most  cases  the  objectors  would,  if  closely  questioned, 
confess  that  they  had  never  tasted  such  a  thing.  He 
advised  any  member  who  landed  a  fair-sized  fish 
(whether  pike,  perch,  tench,  or  any  other)  to  give  it  a 
trial,  and  not  to  condemn  it  simply  because  nature  had 
provided  it  with  a  slimy  substance  as  a  protection  in 
its  natural  element,  which,  though  not  pleasant  to  the 
touch,  did  not  affect  the  flesh  in  any  way.    The  paper 
was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  at  its  close 
the  best  thanks  of  the  society  were  accorded  the  reader 
for  the  instruction  and  pleasure  he  had  given. 

H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 


ANGLEES'  ASSOCIATION. 


Mh.  J.  B.  Close  presided,  on  Monday  night,  at  the 
December  delegate  meeting  of  this  association,  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute,  B.C.  It  was  numerously 
attended.  Several  interesting  items  concerning 
fisheries  and  railway  concessions  were  dealt  with,  the 
secretary  (Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff)  announcing  that  a 
bargeman  had  been  fined  £5  at  Waltham  Abbey  Petty 
Sessions  for  pumping  waste  acid  liquor  into  the 
Cobbin's  Brook,  a  tributary  of  the  Lea.  The  Con- 
servancy prosecuted,  and  have  issued  warning  notices 
(one  of  which  was  exhibited  at  the  meeting)  against 
polluting  the  main  river  and  its  trtbutaries.  The 
association  is  also  keeping  a  sharp  watch  on  the  river, 
and  doing  all  it  can  to  improve  the  fishing  in  this 
historic  stream.  Reference  was  made  to  the  conces- 
sions recently  granted  by  the  Great  Western  Railway 
to  suburban  anglers  residing  on  their  line,  and  it  was 
stated  that  they  were  obtained  as  a  result  of  the 
association's  own  action.  The  chairman  thought  that 
very  satisfactory  indeed.  The  association  is  also 
endeavouring  to  obtain  privileges  for  anglers  booking 
from  Norwood  Junction,  Croydon,  and  Shepherd's 
Bush.    During  the  evening  the  sum  of  £74  8s.  5d.  was 


voted  in  payment  of  rented  waters,  secretary's  vearat^e 
and  water  bailiffs'  Kalaries.  Messrs.  Mannin-^' 
Abrahams,  Rowles,  Osment,  and  Harris  reported  on 
their  official  visits  to  enrolled  clubs,  and  Mr  Sim 
Malby,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
asked  to  give  a  report  of  its  recent  doings,  stated  that 
the  society  was  going  along  very  fairly.  The  question 
as  to  the  society's  funds  being  invested  was  still  in 
abeyance.  At  the  last  committee  meeting  so  much 
business  had  to  be  transacted  in  connection  with  grants 
to  members  of  the  fund  that  the  above  question  could 
not  be  discussed,  nor  could  the  question  of  the  advisa- 
bility of  holding  an  annual  meeting  of  the  society. 
Mr.  Frank  Newton  said  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 
delegates  of  the  association  should  demand  an  annual 
meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  A  long  dis- 
cussion ensued,  and  the  chairman  would  not  accept  a 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Head  calling  upon  the 
A.A.  committee-men  on  the  A.B.S.  to  secure  an  annual 
meeting  of  the  latter  body.  Mr.  Close  stated  that  he 
was,  as  they  all  knew,  entirely  in  sympathy  with  them 
on  the  matter— he  was  the  first  to  propose  an  annual 
meeting  taking  place,  but  the  resolution  was  out  of 
order  m  connection  with  the  business  before  the  associa- 
tion. After  he  had  left  the  chair  they  could  elect  another 
chairman  and  proceed  to  that  portion  of  the  business. 
Several  delegates  protested  against  the  chairman's 
ruling,  and  some  of  the  A.  B.  S.  committee-men 
threatened  to  resign.  The  chairman  was  obdurate, 
however,  and  after  remarks  from  Messrs.  P.  Gray  P. 
Loft,  P.  Newton,  E.  B.  Head,  J.  Manning,  r'  j' 
Wells,  R.  Murphy,  etc.,  declared  the  meeting  closed, 
being  accorded  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  The 
delegates  then  voted  Mr.  R.  J.  Wells  (Limehouse 
Piscatorials)  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Wells  said  he  would 
do  his  best  to  "pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters." 
(Laughter.)  Mr.  Head  then  handed  in  his  resolution 
again,  which  the  chairman  accepted.  It  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Manning  and  carried  unanimously  as  follows  :— 
"That  it  is  an  instruction  to  the  committee-men 
appointed  by  the  Anglers'  Association  that  they  take 
measures  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  secure  the 
holding  of  an  annual  general  meeting,  as  soon  as 
possible,  of  the  members  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society."  Shortly  afterwards  the  proceedings  closed, 
Mr.  Wells  also  being  thanked  for  presiding.  There 
were  fifty  clubs  represented.  Hon.  Reporteb. 


TOO  LATE! 


A  TALE  OF  CHRISTMAS  EVE. 
[This  is  a  very  touching  and  blood-curdling  story  of 
the  old-fashioned  Christmas  type,  so  readers  whose 
blood  has  the  uncomfortable  habit  of  curdling  had 
better  skip  it.— Deagnet.J 


It  was  Christmas  Eve.  Long  ago  the  angry  sun 
had  sunk  to  rest  upon  a  white-robed  world,  an'd  night 
had  wrapped  the  landscape  in  a  cloak  of  atramentous 
and  impalpable  tenebrosity.  Night  often  does  that 
sort  of  thing  after  sunset  in  the  parts  of  which  I 
write.  The  voice  of  nature  was  still,  the  silence  only 
broken  by  the  distant  baying  of  some  faithful  watch- 
dog, and  the  melodious  serenade  of  an  amorous 
Thomas  cat  sighing  his  soul  out  in  dulcet  love  strains 
to  the  lady  of  his  heart.  His  song  was  naturally  full 
of  f&hne.  The  little  dicky  birds  with  "  their  heads 
under  their  wings,  poor  things,"  were  dreaming  of  the 
sweet  vernal  season  yet  afar  off  or  wondering  if  the 
early  worm  would  be  fool  enough  to  get  up  at  all  the 
next  morning  in  such  bitter  weather,  and,  if  not,  where 
their  breakfasts  were  to  come  from.  The  snow  was 
falling  gently,  deeply  and  more  deeply  covering  up  the 
cart-tracks  in  the  road  and  the  hoof-marks  of  the 
perarnbulating  Robert  on  the  side-walk,  giving 
promise  of  Christmas  weather  such  as  Dickens  loved. ° 

The  hour  is  just  booming  from  the  bell  of  tlie 
ancient  church,  when  see  approaching  the  village 
outskirts  a  solitary  wayfarer,  the  snow  falling  on  him 
has  likened  him  to  a  veritable  Father  Christmas.  His 
gait,  slow  and  weary,  betokens  his  tired  condition,  his 
pack,  made  of  wicker-work,  of  a  curious  shape,  slung 
from  his  shoulder,  seems  heavy;  his  staff,  which  is 
wrapped  in  brown  canvas,  he  carries  listlessly  in  his 
left  hand.  But  cast  your  eagle  optic  once  more  over 
the  travel-stained  wanderer  ;  see  his  eye  brighten,  his 
pace  quicken,  and  a  sigh  of  relief  escape  him  as  be'fore 
iiim  appear  the  lights  in  the  little  house  he  knows  so 
well.  His  manner  changes;  he  takes  his  well-worn 
hat  from  his  head,  shakes  the  snow  from  it,  stamps 
the  snow  from  his  heavy  boots,  and  moves  on.  And 
what  a  world  of  memories  the  sight  brings  back  to 
him.  "  Ah  I  my  boyhood's  days,  how  sweet  they  were  " 
he  soliloquises ;  "  in  yonder  ditch,  with  a  bent  pin  and 
my  mother's  cotton,  the  first  wily  Gastcrosfcus  aculatus 
fell  to  my  piscatorial  craft ;  'twas  on  von  green  that 
skirts  the  road  I  got  such  a  licking  from  little  Tommy 
Jones;  'twas  on  the  gate  hard  by  that  I  told  my 
youthful  love  to  Amelia  Tucker,  and  she,  with  girlish 
coquettishness,  told  me  to  '  Go  hon  I  '  Ah  1  well 
she  is  married  to  someone  else  now,  and  has  ten 
squalling  children,  and  she  deserves  them  1  "   But  no 


this  flood  of  tender  recollection  Is  too  much.  He 
passes  his  hand  across  his  snow-encrusted  brow,  pulls 
his  hat  down  over  his  eyes,  and  stealthily  approaches. 
What  warmth  and  comfort  within  the  gailv  lighted 
windows  indicate.  With  faltering  step  he  reaches  the 
window  and  ])eers  through  the  crack  in  the  blind. 
Shall  he  go  in?  Yes,  yes,  he  cannot  jiass ;  so  with 
trembling  hands  he  lifts  the  well-known  latch. 
Smiling,  advances  the  grey-haired  master  of  the  house, 
rising  from  his  game  of  shove  ha'penny,  and  listens  to 
his  words  of  greeting  :  "  I'm  very  sorry  guv'nor,  but  I 
can't  do  it,  its  past  closing  time— ten  minutes  past"  ; 
and  then,  seeing  the  pain  his  words  have  caused,  he 
whispers  in  a  voice  choked  with  emotion,  "  I  would 
ha'  done  it,  yore  know,  only  don't  you  twig  that  coijper 
a'  watchia'  of  me."  And  the  weary  wayfarer  s;idly 
tui  ns  away,  murmuring  the  words  of  the  poet — 

Too  late  !  too  late  I  ah,  sad  reflection  ; 

Too  late  !  too  late !  'tis  past  the  closing  time — 
and  with  a  heavy  pain  at  his  heart,  and  a  thirst  he 
wouldn't  sell  for  half-a-crown  in  his  throat,  sorrowfully 
resumes  his  lonely  journey.         Truthful  Tommy. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  KINGSTON. 

Kingston-on-Thames  is  situated  91  miles  from 
Oxford,  and  about  13  miles  from  Putney.  From 
Kingston  Bridge  to  Thames  Ditton  is  1  mile"?  furlongs 
55  yards,  and  1  mile  G  furlongs  88  yards  down  stream 
is  situated  Teddington  Lock.  The  history  of  Kingston- 
on-Thames  is  its  greatest  pride.  It  existed  under  the 
Romans.  In  Saxon  times  it  was  a  royal  town,  and  it 
still  retains  the  celebrated  King's  stone  upon  which 
the  Saxon  monarchs  sat  when  crowned.  This  relic  of 
ancient  days  has  been  placed  in  a  favourable  spot  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  j\Iarket-place,  and  on  it  is  engraved 
the  list  of  some  eight  or  nine  kings  said  to  have  been 
crowned  there. 

My  visits  to  Kingston  date  as  far  back  as  the 
"fifties,"  and  I  well  remember  my  initial  tramp  to 
the  Thames  at  that  part.  ...  As  the  years  sped  on  I 
became  more  methodical  in  my  fishing,  and  generallv 
visited  the  royal  town  behind  a  fast-trotting  pony, 
putting  up  at  one  of  the  hotels  and  getting  on  tlie 
river  early  in  the  morning.  There  were  two  men  who 
usually  took  me  out — i.e.,  "  Old  "  Johnson,  and  the 
other  named  Ben  Stevens.  The  latter  lived  in  a  small 
cottage  by  the  riverside. 

I  was  living  then  at  Epsom,  when  Sergt.  Wagstaffe 
of  that  town  and  I  arranged  to  go  over  and  have  a 
day.  But  on  our  arrival  at  the  riverside  cottage  wo 
heard  the  melancholy  news  that  our  custodian, 
Stevens,  had  that  day  committed  suicide  ;  but 
J ohnson  was  the  man  nearly  always  sought  out  and 
engaged  by  me  in  my  angling  visits"  to  Kingston.  He 
informed  me  that  in  his  voung  davs  he  had  followed 
the  sea  as  a  profession,  but  that  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  make  Kingston  his  last  pitch,  and  to  pilot 
his  customers  to  the  best  swims  between  the  lock  at 
Teddington  and  Thames  Ditton  reach.  .  .  .  His 
favourite  pitches  were  below  bridge,  and  on  one 
occasion,  when  the  rain  was  very  thick,  I  asked  him  if 
it  was  any  good  going  out.  After  eyeing  his  tumbler 
of  cold  gin  affectionately  he  put  himself  outside  it  and 
gave  forth  the  oracle:  "Not  much,  I  fancy,  unless 
you've  a  mind  for  a  '  pant.'  "  The  pant,  or  pantomime, 
consisted  in  mooring  just  below  the  bridge,  and  fishing 
for  gudgeon,  which  we  did.  So  fast  did  the  gudgeon 
bite  that  in  about  two  hours  and  a  half  we  had  taken 
twenty-one  dozen. 

"  How  is  it,"  remarked  he  one  day  to  me,  "  that  you 
never  smokes?"  "Don't  care  for  it,"  returned"  I ; 
"  but  how  is  it  that  you  never  leave  off?  "  "  You're 
quite  right,"  replied  he;  "I  smokes  all  night." 
"How  do  you  keep  your  pipe  alight,  and  what  if  it 
goes  out  ? "  "  Well,  the  old  'ooman  lights  it." 
"  Suxjpose  she  will  not?"  was  my  next  question. 
"Why,  then,  you  see,  I  licks  her!"  ....  He  was 
a  champion  old  kidder,  too.  I  have  seen  him,  as  he 
was  drawing  his  pay,  when  his  customer  had  done 
very  badly,  bemoan  the  absence  of  sport.  "  I  think 
sometimes,  sir,  that  you  are  a  perfect  marvel  at  striking. 
Never  saw  a  man  so  sharp — but  what  can  you  do  if  they 
won't  bite  ?  The  next  time  you  come  we'll  get  down 
into  the  tideway,  and  I'll  bait  with  sheep's  blood 
and  bran,  and  then  you'll  fairly  slaughter  the  roach." 
Johnson  always  had  a  bogey,  too,  when  selling  bait. 
"  Keep  a  sharp  look-out  for  the  river-keepers — they're 
down  on  me,"  he  would  say.  "  Some  of  the  finest 
dace  I  have  ever  seen.  Eighteenpeuce  to  you,  sir,  as 
you're  a  regular  customer ;  two  shillings  to  anybody 
else ;  but  don't  let  the  river-keepers  know  anything." 
His  pitches  were  many,  and  he  had  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  the  river.  As  regards  his  tackle,  it  was  first- 
class— as  good  as  IMilbourne's  of  Molesey,  which  is 
saying  a  good  deal.  I  had  many  excellent  days  with 
the  old  man,  and  some  good  takes. — "  Straw  Hat,"  in 
TJiamcs  Angling  Ncics. 


American  Books.— a  Catalogue  of  American  books  in  various 
departments  oi  literature  can  be  had  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunatan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Lcndon.. 
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THE   FISHING  GAZETTE 


Corresponbence* 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opvniona 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


Tapered  or  untapered  casts. 

Dear  Sik, — The  letter  of  your  coirespondeut,  Mr. 
Chas.  A.  Payton  ("  Sarcelle  "),  is  that  of  a  very  good 
fisherman  and  carries  weight.  For  myself  I  regret  to 
say  that  I  diSer  genially  with  your  genial  correspondent. 
I  have  tried  both,  and  my  own  mind  is  entirely  made 
up  on  the  subject.    May  I  state  exactly  why  ? 

If  there  was  nothing  to  consider  but  the  mere 
casting  of  the  line,  or  if  one  was  using  one  fly  only  as 
in  dry  fly,  &c.,  1  would  agree,  but  in  my  own  case  I 
argue  thus  :  If  a  trout  comes  shyly  at  a  fly  tied  on  the 
very  finest  gut  and  placed  at  the  end — in  fact  the  tail 
fly — does  it  not  strike  one  as  absurd  to  attach  the 
dropper  nearest  to  the  reel  line  on  a  gut  line  which 
would  be  considered  far  too  thick  for  the  end?  If  "  it 
is  not  too  thick  " — if  that  is  the  kind  of  argument  which 
I  have  to  encounter,  then  in  the  name — the  sacred 
name — of  "  What  the  Blazes,"  may  I  ask,  what  harm  can 
there  be  in  using  similarly  stout  gut  for  the  whole  cast- 
ing line  ?  It  would  make  fishing  so  much  more  easy, 
and  casting  against  the  wind  a  pleasure.  Yet,  if  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Payton  met  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  at  the  riverside 
using  a  level  cast  of  the  same  thickness  as  the  gut  to 
which  his  own  top  dropper  is  probably  attached,  he 
would  say,  "Well,  he  certainly  does  not  'fish 
fine,'"  "he  is  quite  old-fashioned,"  etc.,  and  he 
would  be  justified  in  his  remark.  "  What  is  sauce  for 
the  goose  is  also  sauce  for  the  gander,"  and  gut  that 
is  too  thick  for  the  tail-fly  is  likewise  too  stout  for  the 
casting-line  to  which  the  droppers  are  attached.  I 
therefore  simply  use  a  level  gut  cast,  and  I  have 
generally  no  difficulty  in  putting  it  straight,  through 
any  ordinary  head-wind.  I,  however,  usually  add 
about  eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  of  whole  gut  extra, 
and  this  much  I  do  taper.  I  believe  also  that  I  throw 
better  with  a  level  reel-line  than  with  a  tapered  one, 
simply  splicing  (on  the  very  end)  a  short  length  of 
two  or  three  feet  of  fine  tapered  line  to  this. 
Does  it  never  strike  others  that,  where  trout 
are  hard-fished  and  really  have  to  be  studied, 
the  assumption  that  the  gut  line  to  which  the  dro2)pc'i-s 
are  fixed  need  not  be  fine  is  surely  illogical,  and  for 
these  reasons.  It  is  held  by  all  that  the  gut  in  a 
tapered  or  any  casting  line  should  terminate  in  one  or 
two  fine  threads,  and  that  the  gut  on  which  the  end 
fly  is  dressed  should  be  even  finer,  but  never  thicker,  as 
I  have  so  frequently  seen  it.  The  end  fly  is  often— 
nay,  generally — so  placed  befcra  the  trout  that  he  sees 
no  gut  at  all,  and  yet,  we  all  know  how,  even  then  he 
knows  the  guile— that  guileless  one  !  If  this  be  so,  by 
what  reasoning  can  any  fisherman  imagine  that  the 
trout  which  rises  so  shyly  at  the  tail-fly,  dressed  on 
fine  drawn  gut,  can  feel  anything  less  than  scared 
when  he  sees  the  shadow  of  a  stout  line  overhead,  in 
the  very  near  vicinity  of  which  is  a  fly  by  no  means 
guileless,  at  the  end  of  its  tail  I 

Even  if,  now  and  then,  one  may  have  to  repeat  one's 
throv/  (when  an  extra  stiff  puff  of  wind  comes  in  one's 
face),  I  hold  that  a  man  who  really  can  cast  in  the 
wind's  eye  can  do  it  with  such  a  casting  line  as  I  use, 
if  he  casts  forcibly  and  sharply,  not  timidly,  and  one 
is  not  always  fighting  with  a  head-wind  in  fly  fishing. 
Surely,  in  a  crystal-clear  water,  when  a  gentle  zephyr 
is  stirring  the  surface  and  fine  fishing  becomes  an 
absolute  necessitij,  I  am  justified  in  my  methods.  For 
use  with  a  single  fly  a  tapered  cast  is  best  I  acknow- 
ledge. How  many  good  trout  have  looked  up  at  Mr. 
Payton's  top  dropper  and  simply  "  sUtliered"  at  the 
sight  of  the  gut  line  overhead,  who  can  tell?  I  am  of 
opinion  that  at  times  he  has  lost  touch  of  many  a  fine 
old  warrior  in  this  way. 

I  practise  what  I  preach,  and  so  does  Mr.  Chas.  A. 
Payton,  who  is  a  well-known  authority  on  matters 
piscatorial.  He  is  also  one  of  those  with  whom 
it  is  a  pleasure  "to  break  a  lance,"  as  he  never 
fails  in  courtesy,  however  much  he  may  differ  in 
opinion,  with  a  brother  fisherman.  If  he  fishes  with 
one  fly,  be  it  wet  or  be  it  dry,  he  is  in  the  right  of  it ; 
but  I  think,  somehow,  he  is,  like  myself,  not  averse  to 
using  two  and  even  three  flies  on  his  cast. 

One  word  more.  Much  as  I  like  fine-drawn  gut,  I 
own  that  the  "droppers  "  should  be  tied  on  gut,  not 
thick  but  somewhat  rigid,  and  never  too  long,  as  a 
long  dropper  of  very  fine  drawn  gut  simply  twines 
around  the  casting  line  when  it  becomes  soaked.  Is 
this  any  reason  for  adding  insult  to  injury  ?  Certainly 
not.  It  is  quite  bad  enough  that  the  short  pieces  of 
gut  on  which  the  droppers  are  dressed  are  of  necessity 
stiffer  than  the  gut  used  for  the  point  or  tail  fly, 
without  scaring  the  wary  old  warriors  by  showing 
one's  hand  still,  further,  and  that  is  why  I  do  not  use 
a  tapered  casting  line. — Yours  truly,      E.  M.  Tod. 


"  HAPPY  THOUGHTS  OF  AN  AMATEUR  FLY 
'  DRESSER." 
Dear  Sie, — In  printing  my  letter  under  this  head 
in  your  issue  of  Dec.  14  I  am  sorry  to  notice  that 
the  printer  has  carried  into  the  body  of  the  letter  a 


sentence — "  On  each  occasion  we  got  trout  up  to  i^ilb. 
and  several  grayling  up  to  21b." — which  should  have 
been  printed  as  part  of  the  footnote  referring  to  the 
tv7o  days'  fishing  at  Station  No.  S.  These  two  days 
were  the  only  d&ys  on  which  we  got  trout  over  21b. — 
Yours  truly,  Yal  Conson. 


FORMALIN  FOR  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — Although  I  know  how  valuable  space  is 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  ask  your  kind  permission  to 
reply  to  Mr.  Dejonge's  letter  in  your  last  issue,  as  it 
has  put  me  in  rather  a  false  position.  When  I  wrote 
of  formalin  I  meant  the  standard  formalin  of  the 
chemist.  Now  Mr.  Dejonge  tells  us  he  has  been  using  a 
special  preparation  of  it,  and  tries  to  saddle  me  with 
the  statement  that  the  formula  given  by  the  makers 
is  "  ridiculous."  As  I  know  nothing  of  the  preparation 
in  question  it  would  be  obviously  improper  for  me  to 
express  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  but  coming 
from  a  firm  of  such  high  repute  I  have  no  doubt  it  is 
all  that  can  be  desired,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
makers  knowing  its  composition  would  be  far  more 
competent  to  advise  the  users  as  to  proper  proportions 
than  I  who  have  never  seen  it.  If,  however,  the 
preparation  is  the  standard  formalin  of  the  chemist  (I 
don't  mean  the  druggist)  for  which  the  symbol  is 
H  CHO — that  is,  a  forty  per  cent,  aqueous  solution 
of  formic  aldehyde,  then  I  say  the  proportions  are 
ridiculous,  a  statement  anyone  who  has  had  any 
practical  experience  in  the  preservation  of  baits  will 
fully  bear  out.  But  I  most  distinctly  say  that  I  did 
not  reflect  in  any  way  on  the  preparation  to  which 
your  correspondent  refers,  nor  to  the  maker's  formula 
which  accompanies  it. 

Some  years  ago  I  pointed  out  in  these  pages  the 
absurdity  of  speaking  of  a  solution  of  formalin — it  is  a 
misnomer  :  formalin  is  itself  a  fluid,  so  the  proper  term 
is  dilution  (a  correction  which,  if  memory  serves,  was 
endorsed  by  Dr.  Spence  of  Edinburgh).  One  might  as 
well  call  whisky  and  water  a  solution  of  whisky. 
What  a  "  normal  formalin  solution  "  is,  therefore,  I  can 
only  guess.  Your  correspondent  apologises  for  the 
heinous  offence  he  committed  in  misquoting  the  date 
of  your  paper.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned  there  was  no 
offence  at  all;  it  was  evidently  a  lapsus  calami,  but  I 
thought  that  if  he  could  make  a  mistake  in  such  a 
simple  matter  it  was  within  the  bounds  of  possibility 
that  he  might  also  make  a  mistake  in  copying  a 
chemical  formula,  a  perfectly  fair  inference,  I  submit. 
I  sincerely  hope  Mr.  Dejonge  and  all  others  who  use 
formalin  will  be  successful  with  it,  but  let  me  repeat 
my  advice  :  use  it  in  the  open  air,  its  action  on  animal 
tissues,  alive  and  dead,  is  so  powerful.  A  very  common 
use  of  formalin  is  in  photography,  and  as  I  know  you, 
sir,  and  so  many  of  your  readers  use  the  camera  it  may 
be  useful  to  mention  it  here.  After  the  plate  is  fixed 
and  washed,  immerse  it  for  five  or  ten  minutes  in 
formalin,  one  part;  water,  five  parts.  The  film  is 
then  quite  insoluble  in  boiling  water,  and  if  absolutely 
boiling  water  be  poured  over  it  the  plate  will  be  dry 
and  ready  to  print  from  in  a  very  few  minutes.  I  have 
found  this  most  useful  in  preparing  press  illustrations 
when  time  was  of  the  greatest  importance.  A  better 
example,  however,  of  the  powerful  action  of  formalin 
could  hardly  be  found. — Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  Hussey. 


Dear  Sir,— Permit  me  to  point  out,  for  the  benefit 
of  readers  who  may  be  interested  in  this  subject,  that 
the  two  strengths  of  solution  in  dispute  between 
Mr.  Dejonge  and  Mr.  Hussey  are  within  a  very  few 
minims  of  being  exactly  the  same.  Because,  whereas 
Mr.  Dejonge  uses  one  part  to  three  parts  of  normal 
formalin  solution,  which  contains  four  per  cent,  of 
formic  aldehyde,  making  ninety-five  minims  of  the 
formic  aldehyde  to  the  pint,  Mr.  Hussey  uses  one 
tablespoonful  to  the  pint  of  formalin,  which  contains 
nearly  forty  per  cent,  of  formic  aldehyde,  making 
ninety-six  minims  to  the  pint — surely  near  enough  to 
be  called  the  same.  I  find  this  strength  answer 
admirably,  and  never  have  any  difficulty  in  getting 
the  baits  to  keep  an  excellent  colour  and  firmness  for 
spinning. — Yours  truly,  "Chbmicus." 


ALPINE  WATER  PLANTS  AND  ■  FISHING  IN 
SYRIA. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  of  a 
good  book  for  study  of  water  plants  which  are  service- 
able in  producing  fly  life  ?  —especially  such  varieties 
as  will  grow  at  great  altitudes,  as  I  want  to  introduce 
them  in  the  Alps. 

Do  you  know  if  trout  or  grayling  are  found  in  any 
of  the  streams  rising  in  the  Lebanon  ?  I  expect  to  be 
in  Syria  this  spring. — Yours  truly,  W.  D.  G. 

[Perhaps  "  Benwyan  "  will  kindly  answer  the  first 
part  of  this  query. — Ed.] 


OUR  SAILORS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  crave  a  word  this  Christmas  on  behalf 
of  the  brave  men  of  our  great  merchant  navy.  We 
want  to  help  the  poor  aged  and  worn-out  tars  now 
"  too  feeble  for  another  cruise." 

The  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's  Institu- 


tion is  the  national  haven  for  the  worn-out  British 
merchant  sailor,  and  is  now  permanently  relieving — 
as  inmates  and  out-pensionors— 500  aged  seamen  of  all 
ranks  and  hailing  from  all  ports. 

It  is  national  and  unique  in  object  and  work,  is 
unendowed,  and  dependent  entirely  upon  volimtary 
support. 

Hundreds  of  aged  mariners  are  applying  for  the 
benefits  of  the  Royal  Alfred  Home  or  Out-Pension, 
but  frorn  want  of  funds  the  committee  are  compelled 
to  keep  in  painful  suspense  these  poor  deserving  men, 
who  in  their  prime  helped  to  make  England  the 
powerful  nation  she  is  to-day. 

We  want  your  help,  be  it  great  or  small,  to  make 
the  Royal  Alfred  Institution  an  object  of  national 
pride  and  a  source  of  comfort  and  encouragement  to 
the  brave  men  of  our  great  and  grand  merchant  navy. 

Please  let  one  of  your  Christmas  gifts  this  year  be  for 
the  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's  Institution, 
office,  58,  Fenchurch-street,  E.C.  On  behalf  of  the 
committee  of  management, 

J.  Bailey  Walker,  Secretary. 

58,  Fcnchuroh-street,  E.C. 


WEST  COUNTRY  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— In  my  last  letter  I  said  that  I  am 
always  willing  to  be  responsible  for  any  statements  I 
may  make,  either  verbally  or  in  writing.  I  find,  on 
looking  through  the  correspondence  on  Trout  in  the 
Zoo,  that  I  did  make  a  reference  to  the  Thames  and 
southern  streams.  The  Gentleman  from  Cardiff  has 
therefore  scored  one  point,  but  he  may  rest  assured 
that  had  I  not  been  writing  away  from  my  file  of  the 
Fishing ,  Gazette  I  should  not  have  left  him  such 
a  palpably  easy  opening.  However,  be  that  as  it  may, 
I  stand  by  it,  and  on  this  particular  point  I  have  to 
admit  that  he  has  the  "  drop  "  on  me.  At  the  best 
this  is  only  a  side  issue,  and  does  not  disprove  my 
assertion  that  the  average  trout  found  in  the  streams 
of  the  West  of  England  are  miserable  little  brutes, 
which  are  not  worth  the  trouble  of  catching.  I  believe 
I  might  say,  with  a  still  greater  amount  of  truth,  that 
the  trout  caught  in  the  majority  of  the  streams  of  the 
small  British  dependency  to  the  West  of  England  are 
even  more  worthless  than  their  kindred  of  the  streams 
in  the  West  of  England. — Yours,         G.  E.  Simms. 


LARGE  PIKE  SEIZED  BY  LARGER  ONES. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  Mr.  E.  Gosling's  letter  on 
the  above  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  14, 
similar  incidents  have  occurred  in  my  own  experience 
during  my  career  as  an  angler. 

I  think,  however,  that  it  is  as  often  from  pugnacity 
as  from  voracity  that  a  pike  will  sometimes  seize 
another  more  than  half  as  large  as  itself,  and  I  will 
give  an  instance  of  both  these  traits  so  peculiar  to 
pike.  On  Jan.  3,  1882,  when  fishing  with  a  companion 
at  Holme  Bridge,  on  the  river  Frome,  Dorsetshire,  late 
in  the  afternoon,  I  caught  a  161b.  pike  at  the  entrance 
to  a  large  and  favourite  backwater,  which  fish  was 
seized  by  a  much  larger  one.  On  landing  my  fish,  I 
found  both  of  its  sides  were  terribly  scored  and  bitten, 
and  from  the  width,  or  rather  extent,  of  the  wounds 
and  teeth-gashes  I  concluded  the  "attacker"  would 
weigh  well  on  to  251b.  or  261b.,  and  had  resented  the 
intrusion  of  my  hooked  pike  into  its  cruising  ground. 

Next  morning  I  tried  for  this  big  fish  and  caught  it 
at  the  entrance  of  the  backwater  previously  mentioned. 
The  river  was  flowing  full,  and  the  bridge  was  only  a 
short  distance  below,  through  the  small  arches  of 
which  my  punt  would  not  safely  pass,  so  that  I 
had  to  play  the  fish  "  heavily  "  ;  but  my  gut-trace  was 
of  the  best,  and  after  twenty  minutes'  fine  sport,  I 
gaffed  my  fish,  a  23-pounder,  in  splendid  condition ; 
and  I  had  no  doubt  whatever  of  its  being  the  fish  that 
had  attacked  my  pike  the  previous  afternoon.  To  give 

an  instance  of  voracity,  Mr.  L  ,  of  Chippenham, 

Wiltshire,  had  "  set  "  a  trimmer  in  the  river  Avon 
overnight,  and  on  proceeding  next  morning  to  take  it 
up  he  found  a  heavy  pike  apparently  fast  upon  his 
hooks.  In  order  to  extract  them  he  was  obliged  to  open 
the  fish,  and  in  doing  so  perceived  another  pike  of  con- 
siderable size  inside  the  first,  from  the  mouth  of  which 
the  line  proceeded.  This  fish  it  was  also  found  neces- 
sary to  open,  when  a  third  pike  of  about  a  pound 
weight,  and  already  partly  digested,  was  discovered  in 
the  stomach  of  the  second. 

This  last  fish  was,  of  course,  the  original  taker  of  the 
bait,  having  been  itself  subsequently  swallowed  by  a 
larger  one,  to  be  in  its  turn  also  afterwards  seized  and 
gorged. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jardine. 


RE  INTERNATIONAL  SPORTS'  EXHIBITION, 
FEB.  12,  1,3,  14,  1902, 
Dear  Sir, — Will  all  the  angling  societies  kindly 
let  me  know  how  many  cases  of  specimen  fish  they 
would  like  to  include  in  the  above  at  once  ?— Yours 
truly  (for  the  above),  Ben  Abrahams. 

25  and  30,  Silver-street, 
Kensington. 

P.S. — Printed  forms,  etc.,  will  bs  posted  on  to  all 
societies  on  application  to  me. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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[For  List  of  Contents,  see  page  455.] 

The  Fishiho  Gazbtte  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Eallway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be  addressed 
to  R.  B.  MarstON,  Editor  ami  Proprietor  of  the  FlSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good 
faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken 
of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  SnTiscription. 

The  GAZBTTB  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low.  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pub- 
lishers, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    10».  M. 

Six  Months        ditto  ditto    «.  W. 

Three  Months     ditto  ditto   «.  8d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  Including  postage    12*.  6i. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   ^   ?  « 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    16  0 

Small  advertisements  i$.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 

TheWe^of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  Is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  In  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

Advertisements  must  arrive  not  later  than^  two  o'clock  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "  Advertisement  Manager." 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  ADVERTISEMENT  MANAGKK,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPOKATHD 

ANGLING   AND   CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATUEDAY,  DECEMBEE  28th,  1901. 


SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 

In  an  early  Number  we  hope  to  give  the 
first  of  a  series  of  most  interesting  and 
practical  articles  on    .  . 

Fresh-water 
Aquaria; 

THEIR  GONSTEUCTION,  ARRANGEMENT 
AND  MANAGEMENT, 


)yitli  fall  IiiforiiiatUiii  an  to  the  best  Wnter-jilanta,  Fifth 
mid  otiier  Line  Stock  to  be  kept,  Mow  and  Where  to 
Obtain,  them,  ami  How  to  Kee2>  themin  Health. 


BV 

REV.  GREGORY  C.  BATEMAN,  A.K.C. 


The  articles  wilt  be  Fully  Illustrated, 
and  will  afterwards  form  the  New  and 
Revised  Edition  of  "  THE  BOOK  OF 
AQUARIA,"  to  be  published  by  Mr. 
Upcott  Gill. 


DECISION  IN  THE  DON  CASE. 


On  Saturday  forenoon  (Dec.  '21),  in  the  Outer- 
house  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  Lord 
Kyllachie  gave  his  decision  in  the  Don  case,  and 
which  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  riparian 
proprietors  and  others  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
our  salmon  rivers  north  of  the  Border.  That  the 
matter  has  not  yet  reached  finality  goes  without 
saying,  but  as  far  as  the  first  court  is  concerned 
it  is  a  decision  entirely  in  favour  of  the  upper 
proprietors,  and  the  Earl  of  liintore  and  those 
associated  with  him  as  pursuers  against  the  mill- 
owners  as  represented  by  Messrs.  Pirie,  paper 
manufacturers,  Waterton,  have  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  success  of  the  fight  as  far  as  it  has  gone. 

The  case  in  a  nutshell  is  this :  Since  1882  the 
Don  has  gradually  gone  down  as  a  salmon  river  of 
the  first  order  through  the  abstraction  of  water  for 
mill  purposes  and  pollution.  Every  means  has 
been  tried  to  check  the  former  and  remedy  the 
latter  by  representations  from  the  Don  Fishery 
Board  and  others  interested  in  the  angling  rights  of 
the  river  without  avail.  Some  three  years  ago  an 
association  of  the  riparian  proprietors  and  others 
interested  was  formed,  with  the  Earl  of  Kintore  at 
its  head,  to  fight  the  Messrs.  Pirie  as  the  mill- 
owners  doing  the  largest  business  at  Waterton  and 
Mugiemoss  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  and  a 
subscription  list  opened  to  defray  expenses.  In  a 
few  days  some  ^3,000  was  subscribed,  and  now 
they  have  funds  at  their  command  ad  lib. 

Leaving  the  question  of  pollution  out  of  account 
they  resolved,  on  the  advice  of  eminent  counsel,  to 
attack  the  Messrs.  Pirie  for  the  abstraction  of 
water  from  the  river  for  mill  purposes  above  what 
they  were  legally  and  by  right  entitled  to,  and  set 
about  preparing  their  case  to  this  end. 

They  brought  evidence  practical  and  scientific 
(engineering)  to  show  that  since  1882,  when  the 
defenders  (Messrs.  Pirie)  carried  out  certain  altera- 
tions on  their  works  at  Waterton  and  Stoneywood, 
the  volume  of  water  in  the  river  was  so  lowered 
that  in  time  of  drought  there  was  practically  no 
passage  for  salmon  for  several  miles  of  pools  on  the 
Don,  and  that  the  fishings  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river  were  accordingly  ruined. 

Lord  Kyllachie  has  supported  by  his  judgment 
this  view  of  the  case.  He  finds  that  the  Messrs.  Pirie 
are  entitled  to  30,000  gallons  of  water  per  minute 
per  day,  but  not  more,  and  orders  them  to  so 
adjust  their  sluices  that  even  at  the  driest  season 
not  more  than  that  quantity  of  water  wUl  be  taken 
from  the  river.  In  other  than  droughty  seasons  it 
will  not  matter  as  there  is  abimdance  and  to  spare. 
He  also  finds  that  they  have  no  prescriptive  right, 
and  that  the  river  has  to  be  restored  to  its  normal 
condition,  and  to  what  it  was  prior  to  1882,  which 
will  give  from  15,000  to  20,000  more  gallons  of 
water  passing  along  the  bed  of  the  river  than  at 
present  obtains  in  a  dry  season.  In  the  meantime 
the  Messrs.  Pirie  abstract  from  45,000  to  50,000 
gallons  per  minute,  but  in  future  they  are  to  be 
restricted  to  not  more  than  30,000  gallons  per 
minute  for  all  purposes. 

The  other  matters  brought  forward  by  defenders 
that  the  failure  of  the  Don  as  a  salmon  river  has 
been  due  to  the  general  collapse  of  the  salmon 
fishing  all  over  the  country,  to  the  improvements 
effected  by  drainage,  etc.,  have  all  been  brushed 
aside,  and  only  the  expert  evidence  of  the  engineers 
given  heed  to  by  his  lordship. 

The  Messrs.  Pirie  are  rich,  and  as  time  is  every- 
thing to  them  they  will  contest  every  step,  only 
falling  when  they  are  finally  and  irretrievably 
beaten  in  the  House  of  Lords.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  riparian  proprietors  are  stronger  to-day  than 
ever  they  were.  They  have  Lord  Kyllachie  on 
their  side,  and  any  uncertainty  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  attack,  which  may  have  been  in  the  minds 
of  weak-kneed  proprietors,  must  now  vanish,  whilst 
the  "  sinews  of  war  "  for  future  developments  will 
be  all  the  more  cheerfully  forthcoming,  seeing  that 
they  have  so  successfully  fought  and  won  their 
first  pitched  battle.  G.  M. 


The  Thames  and  the  Salmon. — Mr.  James 
Murie  has  an  article  in  the  Field  of  Dec.  21 
entitled  "  Alleged  Salmon  and  Sea-Trout  in  the 
Thames  Estuary  and  Adjacent  Waters,"  from 
which  it  appears  that  sea-trout  have  occasionally 
been  taken  in  the  estuary  of  the  Thames  this  year. 
The  angling  editor  of  the  Field  says  there  is  some 
uncertainty  as  to  whether  the  fish  caught  at  Leigh 
on  Oct.  30  was  a  salmon  or  not. 


ACHILL  ISLAND  SEA  FISHING. 

AN  EVENING'S  SPOET. 


It  had  rained  all  the  day  before.    We  had  been 
compelled  to   stay  indoors  and  play  cards  and 
grumble,  for,  though  moderately  ardent  fishers,  we 
were  not  sufficiently  keen  on  the  sport  to  endure 
getting  wet  through  for  its  sake.  But  this  morning 
being  fine,  with  a  fresh,  clean  feeling  in  the  soft, 
balmy  Irish  air,  two  of  us  took  light  trout  rods  and 
wandered  up  the  gurgling,  boggy-yellow  stream, 
quite  close  to  the  house,  and  before  the  praties  had 
turned  soft,  when  tried  with  a  fork  for  the  midday 
meal,  thirty-one  pretty  speckled  yellow  trout  and 
two  small  eels  were  hanging  with  a  string  through 
their  gills  on  a  nail  in  the  turf-smoked  kitchen. 
The  boggy  stream  banks,  where  not  stony,  had 
proved  very  soft  and  spongy,  which  the  array  of 
boots  and  stockings  before  the  tturf  fire  in  the 
keeping-room  sufficiently  demonstrated.  The  water 
had  been  higher,  more  swirly,  with  more  of  those 
delicious  whirlpools,  with  a  concentric  twirling 
crust  of  soapy  yellow-looking  bubbles  on  each, 
imder  which  the  trout  love  to  lie.    The  rain  on  the 
previous  day  was  still  coming  down  the  stream 
from  mighty  Croaghaun.  It  had  not  been  a  day  for 
the  fly,  and  the  common  garden  earth-worm  had 
accounted  for  all  the  stringful  on  the  kitchen  wall, 
and  Letty's  bit  of  cork  being  too  high  up  on  the 
line  explained  how  the  two  eels  came  into  the 
category.    The  middayisiesta  of  the  usual  loafing 
species  had  come  and  gone.    The  Achill  cat  had 
done  licking  her  chops  after  placing  herself  outside 
a  live  trout,  which  she  had  well  "  played  "  first 
and  which  seemed  about  the  only  food  suitable  to 
her  delicate  Achill  internal  organisation,  and  we 
had  begim  to  look  up  each  his  or  her  own  peculiar 
arrangement  of  hooks  and  lines  for  the  evening 
sport.     Then   at  about  six  o'clock  (this  was  in 
August)  John  and  Martin  turned  over  the  canoe, 
got  underneath  it,  and  walked  it  down  to  the  shore 
over  the  big,  chaotically-arranged  boulder  rocks, 
here  constituting  the  shore— they,  with  then-  heads 
and  shoulders  inside  the  boat,  looking  all  the  while 
just  like  an  erratic,  earth-stranded  whale  on  its  way 
to  the  sea.    Depositing  the  "  can-know  "  gently, 
very  gently,  on  one  side  (for  frailty  is  its  terribly 
obtrusive  feature),  they  turned  it  over  and  pitched 
down  the  two  pair  of  primitive  paddle  and  ante- 
diluvian thole-pins.    John  got  in  and  was  pushed 
off.    The  rest  of  us,  each  hugging  his  own  fishing 
impedimenta,  scrambled  down  to  a  rock  jutting 
out  into  the  sea,  whence  John,  by^backing  in,  took 
us  off  one  at  a  time.    No  little  skill  is  required  to 
just  bring  the  stem  up  close  to  the  rock  without 
actually  touching  it,  in  order  to  embark  or  disem- 
bark passengers,  the  fraU,  canvas-covered  canoe 
being  to  the  stones  what  the  egg  is  to  the  china 
bowl. 

However,  the  sea  was  moderately  calm,  with  no 
sea-horses  visible  and  only  a  long,  rhythmic  swell 
and  an  oUy  surface  after  yesterday's  rain.  A  perfect 
day  for  fishing,  with  the  harvest  moon  to  enlighten 
us  for  a  time  when  the  glorious  sun  had  set,  leaving 
behind  his  mantle  of  myriad-colomred  hues  as  he 
dived  into  the  wide  Atlantic  behind  precipitous 
Achill  Head.  We  first  paddled  along  the  shore 
with  one  rod  out,  having  two  fathom  of  salmon 
line  and  a  white  fly  with  black  body,  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  hook,  on  six  inches  of  salmon 
gut.  Directly  we  went  over  the  margin  of  sandy 
bits,  bordering  on  dark,  sea  weedy  spots,  the  pollack 
rose  to  the  hook,  tumbling  over  one  another  in  their 
eagerness  to  catch  the  fly.  After  taking  twenty- 
three  we  voted  the  sport  tame  and  took  the  rod  in, 
while  John  and  Martin  paddled  straight  out  to  the 
breaming  ground.  We  tried  the  first  gi-ound,  about 
five  hundred  yards  out,  keeping  the  white  gable  of 
the  cottage  squarely  in  front  of  us.  Here  we  let 
drop  an  anchor-stone  with  some  fifteen  fathom  of 
coarse  rope  attached.  We  used  ordinary  mackerel 
line  and  a  very  light  sinker,  eight  inches  from 
which  was  the  hook  on  four  inches  of  twisted  gut. 
We  reached  bottom  at  about  six  fathom  and 
then  drew  up  the  lines  about  a  foot  oft"  the  bottom. 
Our  bait  was  the  inside  of  the  ordinary  eatable 
crab  placed  round  and  concealing  the  hook,  and 
held  in  position  by  winding  a  bit  of  worsted  round 
the  misavoury  looking  lump. 

No  sooner  were  our  four  lines  down  than  nibbling 
began.  Quick  jerks,  quick  pulls-in,  became  now 
frequent.  Frequent  also  were  the  misses.  Often 
the  fish  appeared  above  the  water,  sometimes  up 
to  the  gunwale,  but  on  lifting  it  into  the  boat 
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would  go  off  the  hook  with  a  splash.  When,  with 
the  sweeping  lift,  the  bream  were  swung  into  the 
boat — then  "  hands  off."  The  sharp  spine  on  the 
back  is  like  a  needle,  and  the  fish  in  its  strong 
flappings  on  the  hook  seems  to  know  just  how  to 
drive  it  into  your  hand  if  you  incautiously  catch 
hold  of  it.  The  best  plan  is  to  grip  the  fish  between 
your  knees,  which  should  be  clad  in  tarpaulin 
trousers,  when  you  can  easily  extract  the  hook, 
letting  the  fish  drop  to  the  bottom  of  the  boat 
after  the  operation.  The  next  best  plan  is  to  swing 
the  fish  under  the  left  arm  and  hold  it  there,  but 
Florrie,  who  did  her  fair  share  of  the  fishing,  not 
being  clad  suitably  for  either  of  these  operations, 
put  her  foot  firmly  down  on  the  fish,  getting  a 
purchase  just  behind  the  head.  Two  fair-sized 
horse-mackerel  or  scad  were  also  dra^vn  up  on  the 
bream  hooks.  The  bream  were  all  about  the  same 
size,  from  21b.  to  41b. — chiefly  21b. — none  smaller, 
and  we  caught  fifty-three  in  a  short  time.  Three 
other  boats  were  occupied  at  the  same  sport  close 
to  us,  and  we  noticed  that  each  of  our  Limerick 
hooks — the  black  ones,  an  inch  long— landed  just 
rice  or  six  bream  to  one  landed  by  the  hooks 
employed  by  the  natives,  which  "were  of  the 
antiquated  galvanised  wide  kind,  from  which 
bream  seem  to  unhook  themselves  with  the 
greatest  facility. 

The  enormous  superiority  of  our  bream-killing 
apparatus  became  so  known  in  Dooagh  that  several 
of  the  fishermen  asked  us  to  sell  them  hooks,  one 
man  offering  us  a  shilling  for  one  hook,  and  when 
we  made  gifts  of  them  they  expressed  themselves 
better  pleased  than  if  we  had  given  them  drams— 
their  most  expressive  way  of  showing  the  value  of  the 
gifts.    The  bream  is  a  gentle  nibbler  at  first,  when 
you  must  give  him  time — a  second  or  two — to  suck 
at  the  soft  morsel,  then,  when  you  think  his  mouth 
has  arrived  close  to  the  hook,  give  a  short,  sharp 
jerk  up  and  you  may  have  him — or  not.  Probably 
not.    If  you  miss  him  pull  up  your  hook,  for  you 
will  most  likely  find  your  bait  quite  gone  or  nearly 
so.    Fresh  bits  of  squid  we  found  a  good  bait  for 
bream,  with  the  advantage  of  remaining  longer 
intact  on  the  hook.    But  now  it  was  8.30,  and  the 
bream  were  ceasing  to  bite — it  is  surprising  how 
suddenly  they  cease  feeding— so  we  "  up  anchor" 
and  moved  on  to  another  spot  in  the  bay,  over  a 
bank  whence  we  could  see  the  lights  in  the  Handy- 
man's cottage  to  the  north  and  also  the  beach,  at 
the  bottom  of  a  cave  to  the  east.    We  anchored 
again  in  about  twelve  fathom  of  water,  and  got 
out  our  conger  lines.    The  moon  was  now  sailing 
over  towards  Achill  Head,  making  a  glorious  angels' 
path  on  the  surface  of  the  oily  water  as  it  rose  and 
fell  in  long  undulations.    The  water  lapping  the 
canoe's  bows  gently  rippled  away  in  a  streaky 
blaze  of  phosphorescant  silver,  the  peculiar  quiet- 
ness immediately  aroimd  and  the  clearness  with 
\\  hich  you  could  hear  the  surge  roaring  away  on 
the  rocks  a  great  distance  off  being  singularly 
reminiscent  of  the  Norway  fiords.    We  had  three 
lines  out  with  a  lib.  lead  sinker  on  each,  from 
which  at  a  foot's  distance  was  a  long-shanked  (four- 
and-a-half  inches),  elegant,  bronzed-steel  hook,  the 
width  across  the  barbed  end,  outside  measurement, 
being  one  and  a  quarter  inch.    The  hook  was 
attached  to  snooding,  around  which  we  had  twined 
metal  gimp,  and  then  to  a  swivel,  on  the  other  end 
of  which  the  line  commenced  with  a  loop  large 
enough  for  the  hand  to  be  inserted.    We  found  in 
practice  that  these  hooks  were  so  long  in  the  shank 
that  we  could  ha\  e  dispensed  altogether  with  the 
gimp,  no  conger  that  we  caught  biting  on  the 
snooding.  We  baited  two  with  the  guts  of  the  scads 
we  had  just  caught  threaded  up  on  the  shanks  of 
the  hooks  with  the  heads  of  the  same  nearer  the 
barbs,  and  the  other  line  was  baited  with  the  bodies 
of  crabs  smashed  up  soft  with  the  policeman-staff- 
like disgorger.    It  takes  a  little  time  for  conger  to 
smell  the  bait  and  gather  round  at  the  bottom  of 
the  sea,  and  Florrie,  who  sat  on  the  stroke-seat 
lacing  me  at  the  stern,  and  with  John  behind  her 
broke  the  silence  with,  "The  fish  are  very  slow 
to  night,"  a  remark  which  John  took  as  some  mild 
sort  of  reflection  upon  himself  or  his  birth-place, 
lor    he    rejoined,   "Well,   in    these    parts,  we 
say  the    three    fastest    fish    in    the    sea  are 
mackerel,  seal,  and  - — ,"  when   "look   out  I  " 
I    cried,   for   I   felt    a    tremendous    strain  on 
my  hand,  and  I  began  hauling  for  all  I  was 
worth.    My  surmise  that  I  had  a  big  fish  on  was 
more  correct  than  John's  natural  history,  and  the 
interruption  may  have  saved  him  from  making 
another  innocent  mistake.    We  never  heard  what 


the  third  "  fish  "  was  for  he  too  began  hauling  in 
^\■ith  might  and  main. 

Hauling  hand  over  hand,  and  occasionally  rest- 
ing by  tightening  the  line  on  the  edge  of  the  boat 
when  the  fish  gave  an  extra  strong  plunge,  digging 
my  nails  into  the  line  to  prevent  it  slipping 
through  my  fingers,  I  called  to  Florrie  to  "  stand 
by"  with  the  disgorger,  for  I  knew  it  would  be 
wanted.  John  was  breathing  hard,  and  in  the  dim 
light  I  could,  out  of  the  corner  of  my  eye,  see  him 
M'ith  his  knees  pressed  against  the  gunwale  pulling 
back  into  the  boat  with  his  body  well  down.  The 
severe  strain  on  the  port  side  almost  brought  the 
gunwale  under  water. 

Nearly  worn  out  I  craned  my  head  over  a 
moment  to  see  if  the  end  was  near.  Some  two  or 
three  fathoms  down  in  the  dark  water  were  two 
huge  phosphorescent  balls  like  immense  electric 
arc-lamps,  eloquently  giving  a  forecast  of  what 
was  to  come.  John  stood  up  first,  leaned  over, 
and  with  a  gasp  and  both  hands  heaved  a  terribly 
\ixid,  bright,  writhing  mass  over  the  gunwale.  It 
was  a  monster  conger.  Its  huge  body  flapped 
right  and  left,  and  it  dashed  over  the  other  side  of 
the  canoe.  By  a  backward  pull  he  got  the  beast 
Aow-a  again  in  the  boat,  and  getting  his  left  hand 
into  the  loop  above  the  swivel  he  held  the 
creature's  head  well  up  while  he  rained  blows 
upon  it  with  the  butt-end  of  the  twenty-one  inch 
disgorger  in  his  right.  I  had  meanwhile  managed 
to  get  over  the  side  into  the  boat  another  huge 
conger,  and  telling  Florrie  to  sit  still  and  not 
stand  up,  I  began  belabouring  it  as  its  long  strong 
body  alternately  lashed  round  her  and  my  legs. 
The  disgorger,  a  massive,  heavy  weapon  of  hard 
wood,  was  now  all  over  blood  and  difficult  to  hold. 
My  arm  ached,  and  the  blows  and  screams  of  the 
two  fish — for  large  conger  can  make  a  queer  un- 
earthly noise — could  have  been  heard  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  over  the  oily,  phosphorescent 
surface  of  the  sea. 

The  scene  must  have  been  indescribably  weird 
could  we  have  had  time  to  have  observed  it,  but 
the  intense  excitement  prevented  anything  of  a 
reflective  nature  —  Florrie,  with  commendable 
pluck,  sitting  quite  cool  with  her  petticoats 
gathered  tightly  round  her  legs,  the  two  huge 
monsters,  ghastly  luminous,  twirling  round  on  the 
hooks  as  their  heads  were  held  up,  and  their 
bodies  lashing  with  fury  on  either  side  of  her,  the 
noise  of  the  hard  blows  and  the  gathering  darkness 
over  the  sea,  for  by  now  the  moon  had  disappeared. 

Shifting  the  hold  of  the  conger  to  the  right 
hand,  with  my  left  I  loosed  my  Norwegian  knife 
from  my  hip-pocket,  and  holding  the  head  of  the 
brute  against  the  edge  of  the  seat  I  inserted  the 
point  just  behind  the  head  on  the  neck  and  pushed 
it  well  home  into  the  spine,  after  which  the 
gyrations  of  the  animal  became  perceptibly  less 
vigorous.  Passing  my  knife  "  forrard  "  to  John  he 
acted  as  I  had  done,  and  we  all  felt  happier  and 
more  comfortable  in  the  boat.  Still,  the  two 
serpent-like  fish  went  on  wriggling,  but.  the  snap 
of  their  jaws  was  no  longer  dangerous  as  they 
writhed  on  the  floor  of  the  boat,  and  we  only  had 
occasionally  to  club  them  as  they  rose  snake-like 
towards  the  gunwale.  Using  now  the  V-cleft,  thin 
end  of  the  useful  disgorger,  we  soon  had  the  hooks 
out,  and  re-baiting  them  flung  the  tackle  overboard. 

That  night  in  the  turf  -  smoked  kitchen  we 
measured  those  two  congers.  Having  no  tape 
measure,  Letty,  who  knew  her  height  to  a  frac- 
tion, volunteered  to  have  the  bigger  one  held  up 
against  her,  "  back  to  back."  The  monster,  that 
which  .John  had  caught,  just  topped  her  hair  with 
its  tail  touching  the  stone  floor,  and  Letty's  height 
is  exactly  five  feet  six  inches.  The  other  conger 
was  about  a  foot  shorter.  But  besides  those  two 
monsters,  caught  almost  simultaneously,  before  we 
left  the  bank,  with  the  same  tackle  and  bait,  we 
caught  one  ling  of  over  201b.  weight,  three  more 
congers,  and  one  dog-fish. 

Our  arms  ached  for  days  after  from  clubbing, 
and  our  fingers  were  tired  from  the  strain  of  haul- 
ing the  wet  lines.  The  largest  conger  we  split 
open,  removed  the  back-bone,  slightly  salted  and 
dried  the  body  on  the  roof  of  a  neighbouring  turf- 
covered  hovel,  and  now  its  carcase,  in  pieces, 
soaked  and  boiled  affords  a  change  to  enliven  the 
monotony  of  our  local  fishmonger's  supply. 

J.  Haebis  Stone. 
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A  SCANDINAVIAN  FEONTIEE 
BIVEE. 


Thekk  is  probably  no  river  in  all  Norway  with 
regard  to  which  so  little  has  been  written  as  the 
stream  which  enters  at  the  head  of  the  Ide  Fjord, 
the  arm  of  the  sea  that  separates  a  portion  of  the 
Swedish  province  of  Bohns  Lan  from  Smaalmene's 
Amt ;  and  that,  too,  although  it  is  within  an  hour's 
drive  over  a  good  road  from  a  railway  station  on 
the  main  line  between  Gotenburg  and  Christiania. 
As  an  angling  river  it  may  be  said  to  be  chiefly 
remarkable  because  there  are  so  many  "  ifs  "  about 
it.  By  nature  it  is  well  adapted  for  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea  -  trout,  and  in  former  times  it  was 
frequented  by  large  numbers  of  these  fish,  as  also 
by  brown  trout ;  moreover,  it  has  the  inestimable 
advantage,  which  so  few  Norwegian  streams  possess, 
of  being  fishable  throughout  from  the  bank.  It  is 
backed  up,  too,  by  a  whole  series  of  large  lakes  of 
great  depth,  which  act  as  reservoirs  and  prevent  it 
running  out  so  quickly  as  do  the  rivers  of  the  west 
coast ;  and  the  water,  coming  as  it  does  from  com- 
paratively low  lying  moorlands  and  forests,  is  warm 
and  moss-coloured.  The  fall  which  at  present 
stops  the  ascent  of  migratory  fish  is  only  about  five 
miles  up  from  the  fjord,  and  on  this  portion  there  is 
a  small  lake  nearly  a  mile  in  length,  but  there  is 
also  a  lot  of  very  pretty  angling  water,  and  many 
more  casts  where  salmon  would  rest  and  rise  to 
the  fly  might  easily  be  found.  As  things  stand, 
however,  it  is  worth  no  one's  while  to  take  any 
trouble  in  the  matter,  and  this  pretty  little  sporting 
stream  with  its  collateral  salt  water  fishing  is 
allowed  to  go  to  the  dogs.  Salmon  begin  to  ascend 
it  in  May,  and  they  are  of  a  large  size,  but  the 
majority  of  these  fish,  owing  to  the  water  condi- 
tions which  there  exist  and  to  the  absence  of 
obstacles,  go  straight  away  up  to  the  foss,  below 
which  a  long  deep  pool  of  little  use  for  fly-fishing 
purposes  extends  for  quite  half-a-mile  ;  so  that  at 
that  time  of  the  year  there  is  not  much  opportunity 
of  taking  these  fish  with  the  rod.  In  July,  of 
course,  the  gcilse  come,  and  from  that  month  on- 
wards, as  late  as  November,  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sea-trout  ascend  whenever  a  rain-flood  occurs. 
Besides  these,  too,  migratory  brown  trout  frequent 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  the  brackish  water 
of  the  fjord  and  the  good  living  procurable  there 
appearing  to  suit  these  fish  admirably,  as  when 
captured  they  are  invariably  very  fat  and  weigh 
from  31b.  to  61b.  or  71b.  apiece. 

The  most  favourable  conjunction  of  circumstances 
is  when  the  spring  flood  is  sufficiently  heavy  to 
enable  a  really  big  lot  of  early  salmon  to  get  up  to 
the  Foss  pool,  and  when  another  good  fresh  occurs 
in  the  rnonth  of  August.  With  the  latter  a  number 
of  new  fish  ascend,  and,  instead  of  running  through 
like  their  predecessors,  they  stock  the  whole  river 
from  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  fjord  to  the 
uppermost  streams.  Induced  thereto  by  ithe  change 
of  water,  the  spring  salmon  drop  back  from  the 
depths  of  the  Fall  pool  to  the  shallower  rapids, 
and  mingling  with  their  brethren  more  recently 
arrived  from  the  sea,  they  also  rise  to  the  fly. 
Under  these  circumstances  very  fair  sport  may  be 
enjoyed  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  until  ' the 
middle  of  September  (when  the  close  season  com- 
mences) ;  many  a  delightful  day  and  good  bag  have 
I  had  on  this  badly  treated  little  river.  Once  I  had 
a  tussle  on  it  with  a  fish  which  must  have  weighed 
very  little  short  of  401b.  It  was  a  day  in  the 
beginning  of  September,  the  water  was  in  good 
order — that  is  to  say,  high,  and  of  a  clear  dark 
brown ;  and  I  was  on  my  way  home,  my  attendant 
carrying  three  salmon  and  I  a  couple  of  grilse  and 
some  sea-trout  in  the  creel.  Within  a  couple  of 
hundred  jards  of  the  house  there  was  a  very  deep 
pool  where  fish  were  eternally  jumping,  but  which 
was  of  no  use  except  at  one  side  where  there  was  a 
little  bit  of  streamy,  comparatively  shallow,  water 
where  grilse  occasionally  lay.  It  was  getthig  dark, 
but  wanted  half  an  hour  of  my  dinner  time,  so 
sending  my  man  on  with  all  the  fish,  I  lit  a  pipe 
and  began  putting  a  fly  over  the  bit  of  water  in 
question.  Almost  immediately  a  grilse  rose  in  a 
flashy  kind  of  way  and  missed,  and  so  a  second 
time ;  then  I  rested  him  and  tried  another  fly, 
which,  however,  he  refused,  but  about  a  yard 
further  down,  in  very  deep  water  close  under  the 
bank  on  my  side  of  the  river,  something  took  well 
below  the  surface.  Thinking  that  it  was  another 
grilse,  I  struck  pretty  sharply,  whereupon,  to  my 
astonishment,  the  line  was  torn  oft'  the  reel  at 
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lightning  speed,  and  at  a  distance  of  some  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  a  heavy  salmon  threw  himself.  The 
place  was  a  most  dangerous  one,  being  full  of  snags, 
sunken  logs,  dead  branches,  and  what  not,  so  the 
greatest  care  had  to  be  exercised.  Twice  he  fouled, 
and  twice  the  line  came  away  again  clear ;  once  he 
came    sailing  along   so   close   to   the   bank  on 
which  I  stood  that  a  clever  gillie  might  have 
gaffed   him   out.     A   real    monster  he  looked. 
Repeated  yells  at  length  brought  my  jiian  to  the 
scene  of  action,  and,  as  it  was  getting  very  dark,  I 
sent  him  back  for  a  lantern,  with  which,  in  due 
time,  he  arrived  accompanied  by  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  the  farm.    The  excitement  was  great,  for 
no  one  present,  save  myself  and  gillie,  had  ever 
seen  anything  over  101b.  on  the  rod  before,  and 
there  was  no  want  of  counsel  and  advice.  After  some 
stiffish  runs  the  fish  settled  down  to  steady  boring 
tactics,  as  is  tlie  wont  of  autumn  salmon,  but  I 
succeeded  in  keeping  up  the  connection  witli  liim 
for  quite  an  hour  and  a  half.    Then  growing  tired, 
no  doubt,  of  the  continuous  strain,  and  of  havin" 
to  hold  himself  against  the  current,  he  began  to 
forge  his  way  down  stream,  in  spite  of  every  effort 
on  my  part,  to  where  a  row  of  alders  rendered  it 
impossible  for  me  to  follow.    Under  the  pressure 
of  an  extra  dose  of  the  butt  lie  rolled  up,  and  by 
the  light   of  the   lantern  we  obtained  another 
glimpse  of  his  great  coppery  flank  as  for  an  instant 
he  came  up  to  the  surface  of  tlie  dark  water ;  but 
it  was  of  no  avail,  he  persisted  in  liis  downward 
course,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  break. 
My  previous  record  on  this  stream  had  been  a 
28 .pounder,  but   this   fish   was   evidently  much 
larger,   and   vague,  indeed,  were   the  estimates 
regarding  his  size  hazarded  by  members  of  the 
procession  as  it  wended  its  way  home.    Tlie  inci- 
dent was  a  disappointing  termination  to  an  other- 
wise excellent  day's  sport. 

Later  on  the  same  year  (which  was  a  very  wet 
one),  after  the  commencement  of  the  close  season 
for  salmon,  when  spinning  for  pike  in  the  Poss 
pool,  I  landed,  on  a  Blue  Phantom,  another  large 
'•fish  "—certainly  over  301b.,  but  the  spring  balance 
I  had  with  me  not  exceeding  251b.  I  could  not  ascer- 
tain liis  weight  before  returning  him  to  his  native 
element.  He  played  like  a  log  of  wood,  and  was 
ludeous  to  behold.  On  another  occasion  I  brought 
away  on  the  point  of  the  hook  a  scale,  which,  from 
its  unusual  size,  must  have  belonged  to  a  big  fish, 
\s  hich  rose  badly  at  tlie  fly. 

Neither  large  nor  gaudy  flies  were  of  much  use 
under  any  weather  or  water  conditions  whatever 
on  this  dark  coloured  little  river  ;  the  pattern  par 
excellence  having  a  black  floss  silk  body  with  silver 
cord  or  narrow  tinsel  and  black  hackle,  orange 
guinea-foM'l  at  shoulder,  and  wing  composed  of 
dark  brown  mallard,  with  a  few  strands  of  golden 
pheasant  tippet. 

There  would  be  little  difficulty  in  enabling 
migratory  fish  to  ascend  the  foss  on  the  river  that 
flows  through  Eningdal,  and  so  enable  them  to 
reach  the  long  chain  of  lakes  above,  but  the 
advantage  would  be  doubtful,  for  these  sheets  of 
water  teem  with  coarse  fish.  Indeed,  in  the  reach 
below  the  fall,  pike  are  much  too  numerous ;  as  it 
is  they  have  nearly  exterminated  the  brown  trout, 
and  no  doubt  account  for  numbers  of  salmon  fry. 

Destructive  to  salmon,  however,  as  are  no  doubt 
the  pike,  man  is  much  more  so,  and  of  late  has 
done  his  level  best  to  eradicate  the  race  from  these 
naturally  prolific  waters.  Difiiculties  in  assimilating 
the  netting  rights  in  the  fjord  between  the  Swedes 
and  the  Norwegians  arose ;  the  authorities  on 
both  sides  attempted  to  arrange  matters,  but  the 
negotiations  failed,  and  the  end  was  the  total 
abrogation  of  a  close  season  for  the  Ide  Fjord. 
There  is,  moreover,  a  cruive  within  half-a-mile  of 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  to  which  a  close  time  of 
only  twenty-four  hours  a  week  applies,  and  which 
when  at  work  absolutely  prevents  the  ascent  of 
anything  bigger  than  a  small  grilse. 

A  great  drawback  to  angling  on  this  stream, 
which,  in  size  and  volume  may  be  described  as 
resembling  an  ordinary  Sutherlandshire  river  of 
the  larger  kind,  is  the  timber  which  is  sometimes 
floated  down  in  large  (quantities.  Anything  more 
aggravating  than  to  see  the  water  in  fine  order,  to 
know  that  the  pools  and  streams  are  full  of  fish, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  be  unable  to  find  a 
hundredyards  clear  of  logs,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine. 
"  If "  ordinary  common-sense  protection  were 
accorded  to  this  water  system  and  the  adjacent 
coast  fishery  district;  "  i£  "  timber  floating '  could 
be  kept,  as  it  very  easily  might,  within  reasonable 


limits ;  and  "  if "  the  pike  were  reduced  in  numbers, 
there  would  not  be  a  better  angling  river  for  its 
size  or  a  more  j^rolific  one  in  all  Norway.  It  may 
be  added,  too,  that  it  originally  issues  from  two 
extensive  lakes,  which  contain  a  very  fair  stock  of 
brown  trout,  and  which  are  destitute  of  pike. 

RUGDE. 


A  NOTED  EDEN  ANGLEE : 
JOHN  WATEES. 


The  scene  illustrated  is  named  Charlie's  Neck, 
and  is  situated  on  the  Eden  below  Etterby  Scaur, 
near  Carlisle,  access  being  gained  to  it  by  the  well- 
known  Sheep  Mount.  The  stream  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  water  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Associa- 
tion. It  is  celebrated  for  whiting  in  the  season, 
and  many  large  baskets  have  been  got  there  with 
worm  in  a  flood.  Many  good  takes  have  also  been 
recorded  there  with  the  Stewart  tackle  in  the  early 
morning,  although  it  is  quite  near  the  main  road 
leading  to  Cargo  and  Rockcliffe,  which  are  noted 
for  their  salmon  and  sea-trout  net  fishings.  On 
this  stream  Inspector  Bone  landed  four  beautiful 
salmon  one  afternoon,  although  for  a  long  time 
previously  no  one  had  thought  it  worth  while  to 
fish  it  for  salmon.  It  is  a  very  handy  stream  for 
both  Stanwix  and  Carlisle  anglers,  the  former 
being  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  it.  In  the 
summer  evenings  some  nice  baskets  of  river  trout 
are  got  in  it,  as  the  sun  is  soon  off,  and  there  is  a 


Hounds  show  it  little  mercy  when  they  come  its 
way.  This  pack,  imder  the  excellent  new  master- 
ship of  Mr.  .T.  W.  Graham,  of  Carlisle,  have  had  a 
very  successful  time  this  last  season,  killing  ten 
otters,  and  never  going  out  without  a  find.  The 
deputy  -  masters  —  Messrs.  W.  Amos,  Fitch,  and 
J.  Wood—are  all  equally  good  sportsmen,  and 
being  well  supported  by  an  enthusiastic  committee 
and  the  local  gentry,  the  pack,  under  the  new 
master,  bids  fair  to  continue  its  useful  career  for 
some  time  to  come.  Caldkw  Foot. 


"KING  OF  THE  SEAS." 

"  Is  a  fisherman  a  patriot  ?  "  That's  a  funny 
question  I  I  have  simply  put  it  so  as  to  answer  it 
by  another  query.  "  How  can  he  help  being  a 
patriot  ?  " 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  few  hours  on  the 
briny.  I  have  not  had  a  very  great  catch,  but  oh  ! 
how  I  have  filled  my  lungs  with  the  ozone.  How 
I  have  felt  that  the  salt  breeze  was  bringing  the 
colour  back  to  my  cheeks  and  strength  to  my  limbs, 
how  gratefully  do  I  feel  this  for  I  have  had  man  v 
weeks  of  sickness— sickness  which  has  left  a  las- 
situde which  only  "  old  ocean  "  can  dispel. 

With  my  "  scaley  spoil"  I  "homeward  toil," 
as  the  scng  says,  "  when  the  evening  sun  is  low," 
and  as  I  pass  the  pier  the  band  brings  its  perform- 
ance to  a  conclusion  with  "  Cod  Save  the  King."  1 
doff  my  cap,  and  turning   once   more   to  view 


"  Chablib's  Neck,"  on  the  Eden. 
A  famous  stream  on  the  Carlisle  Angling-  Association's  \\'ater. 


nice  shade  or  background  to  it,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  picture.  On  the  shady  side  are  rocks, 
and  on  the  other  gravel.  The  otter  is  often  seen 
here  in  the  evenings  and  early  morning.  I  know 
one  old  angler  who  says  he  has  seen  one  swim 
between  himself  and  his  friend  whilst  fishing,  and 
has  never  noticed  that  it  made  much  difference  to 
their  take ;  in  fact,  he  likes  to  see  an  otter  when 
he  is  fishing  as  it  gives  him  an  impression  that 
there  are  plenty  of  fish  about. 

The  above  angler,  in  full  rig,  is  John  Waters, 
of  Carlisle,  who  has  fished  the  Eden  and  other 
Border  streams  for  twenty-seven  years,  also  the 
Tweed,    Leader,    Gallow,    Urr,    etc.     He  first 
saw  the  light  in  the  [neighbourhood  of  Warnel 
Fell,  Caldbeck,  Cumberland,  and  made  an  early  j 
impression  as  an  angler  in  his   school  days  at  I 
Sebergham.    I  think  his  best  catch  would  be  at  a 
night's  fishing  |in  the  upper  part  of  the  Eden  in  ' 
June,  1S91,  when  he  took  391b.  of  trout  with  the  ! 
small  fly  and  Bustard.    That  night  he  caught  two 
together  seven  times,  and  his  basket  of  trout  was  \ 
got  in  six  and  a  half  hours'  fishing.    In  the  same 
year  he  had  twenty-seven  salmon  in  twelve  days. 
These  were  caught  in  the  Esk  and  the  Eden,  near 
the   celebrated    Metal    Bridge,   where  the  late 
"  Dicky  "  Routledge,  the  famous  angler,  made  the  ' 
largest  take  of  whiting  for  the  time  on  record. 
Mr.  Waters  has  also  had  the  pleasure  of  catching 
the  largest  number  of  trout  at  a  four  consecutive 
hours'   fishing   in   the   Eden — namely,  fifty-five.  ' 
These   were   caught  with   the  small  fly  in  the  ' 
Jubilee  year  of  1SS7. 

Although  this  stream  generally  holds  an  otter, 
it  has  often  to  fly  for  its  skin,  as  the  Carlisle  Otter 


"Britannia's  Eealm "  with  true  British  pride  I 
remember  that  our  Edward  VII.  is  '•  Sovereign  of 
the  Sea." 

It  is  indeed  a  noble  title  ! 

"  Let  us  be  back'd  with  God,  and  with  the  seas, 
which  He  hath  given  for  fence  impregnable,  and 
with  their  helps  alone  defend  ourselves.  In  them, 
and  in  ourselves,  our  safetj^  lies." 

Centuries  before  we  built  our  u-onclads  English- 
men felt  that  they  had  a  right  to  claim  the  empire 
of  the  wave,  and  were  always  ready  to  do  battle  in 
defence  of  that  right. 

We  have  had  some  bad  kings  in  this  country — • 
not  many,  just  a  few — but,  thank  Heaven  !  no  king 
so  bad  that  he  would  for  a  moment  suffer  an 
abrogation  of  his  title  "  Sovereign  of  the  Seas." 
King  John  was  a  hard  nut  for  the  barons  to  crack ; 
he  took  many  liberties  with  his  subjects,  but  he 
wouldn't  let  the  "  f  urriners  "  do  so.  He  ordered 
his  sea-captains  to  compel  all  foreigners  to  salute 
his  flag  by  "  striking "  their  own  national  flags. 
Probably  John  only  gave  kingly  emphasis  to  an 
ancient  claim  to  dominion  of  the  seas  which 
Britons  had  asserted— and  enforced — time  out  of 
mind. 

Edward  III.  had  a  good  long  reign,  fifty-one 
years,  and  during  all  that  time  he  never  tired  of 
asserting,  in  all  commissions  to  admirals  and 
officers,  that  he  was  "King  of  the  Seas."  "This 
title,"  says  an  old  writer  of  Edward's  period,  but 
in  more  archaic  English,  "  must  be  held  inviolate. 
That  is  the  way  to  preserve  not  only  our  prosperity 
but  our  safety." 

Frenchmen  and  Dutchmen  grew  jealous  of  our 
title.    To-day  Max  O'Rell  wonders  why  the  pond 
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between  England  and  France  is  called  "The  English 
Channel."  In  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  Frenchmen 
and  Pvitchmen  did  more  than  wonder,  they  talked, 
and  wrote.  Hugo  Grotius  declared  that  Holland — 
indeed,  any  other  maritime  nation — had  as  much 
right  to  be  "  King  of  the  Seas  "  as  Albion.  Selden, 
the  learned  and  witty  Selden,  a  Sussex  man,  whose 
birthplace  at  Salvington  still  stands  almost  within 
a  bow-shot  of  the  Sussex  coast,  gave  Hugo  his 
answer  in  that  patriotic  treatise  "  Mare  Clausum." 
All  his  learned  arguments  may  be  pithily  summed 
up  in  one  sentence :  "  We  Englishmen  have  an 
hereditary,  uninterrupted  right  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  s'eas,  conveyed  to  us  from  our  earliest 
ancestors  in  trust  for  our  latest  posterity."  Hear, 
hear.  I  can  guess  how  that  sentence  is  being 
cheered  by  every  reader.  Iving  Charles  I.  thought 
with  Selden,  and  started  to  levy  "ship  money." 
His  IMajesty,  no  doubt,  at  first  had  the  patriotic 
notion  of  providing  a  naval  force  fit  to  cope  with 
France  and  Holland.  His  patriotic  scheme  came 
to  grief,  and  "ship  money  "was  the  beginning  of 
his  ruin. 

But  Cromwell  was  quite  as  good  a  patriot.  He 
wotdd  have  made  as  gi-eat  an  admiral  as  he  was  a 
general,  and  in  1654  he  maintained  British  dominion 
over  the  seas  with  a  hand  of  iron.  Charles  II.  was 
not  a  bit  behind  Cromwell,  and  against  the  maritiine 
power  of  Holland  he  pushed  England's  dominion 
beyond  the  "  narrow  seas  "  to  sway  a  wider  "  empire 
of  the  wave." 

But  we  had  to  fight  for  it— aye !  many  a  tough 
struggle.  On  May  14,  1652,  Commodore  Young 
fell  in  with  a  Dutch  convoy  escorted  by  three  ships 
of  war.  Civilly  but  firmly  Young  demanded  the 
usual  honours  paid  to  the  English  flag.  A  refusal 
was  quickly  followed  by  a  British  broadside. 
There  was  a  short,  fierce  fight,  the  Dutch  ships 
struck,  and  after  paying  the  usual  compliment 
were  allowed  to  proceed  on  their  voyage. 

Only  foixr  days  later  gallant  Blake  and  Yon 
Tromp  had  a  little  difference  on  the  same  score. 
Though  in  very  superior  numbers,  the  Dutchmen 
were  only  too  glad  to  seek  shelter  at  the  back  of 
the  Goodwin  Sands. 

This  precious  stone  set  in  the  silver  sea,  which 
serves  it  as  the  office  of  a  wall  or  as  a  moat  defensive 
to  a  house  against  the  envy  of  less  happy  lands,  is 
still  peopled  with  "  hearts  of  oak  "  who  will  main- 
tain aU  our  ancient  rights.  Of  course  for  many 
years  past  we  have  dispensed  with  formal  acts  of 
homage  to  our  flag.  No  need  to  quarrel  about 
shadows  when  you  possess  the  substance.  Let  us 
make  proper  use  of  our  privileges.  Let  "  the 
harvests  of  the  sea  "  be  gathered  and  garnered  for 
the  better  use  of  our  people.  Naval  battles  we 
have  won  and  can  win  again.  Let  us  successfully 
battle  against  the  ignorance,  greed,  and  monopoly 
associated  with  our  fish  supply,  and  when  these 
battles  are  won,  every  fisherman,  every  Briton  will 
feel  an  added  glow  of  pride  when  he  remembers 
Britain  as  "  King  of  the  Seas."      Felix  Penne. 


"  ONE  ALL.  " 


Not  many  miles  from  London,  and  as  the  house- 
agents  tell  us  "  within  easy  distance  of  the  station," 
is  a  large  lake  where  I  have  had  many  a  happy 
day's  fishing.  I  well  remember  my  first  visit.  We 
went  dovra,two  friends  and  myself,  knowing  nothing 
of  the  water  save  its  position,  and  as  we  journeyed 
speculation  was  rife  as  to  its  possibilities  ;  arrived 
at  the  waterside,  and  searching  for  information,  we 
lighted  upon  a  board  painted  upon  which  was  a 
list  of  fish  which  appeared  to  include  almost  every 
member  of  the  finny  tribe  knovra  to  English  lakes 
and  rivers,  whilst  the  few  not  enumerated  were 
verbally  supplied  by  the  keeper,  a  cheery  optimist 
who  was  ever  ready  to  satisfy  the  wildest  desires 
that  any  about-to-be-angler  might  betray. 

It  was  a  subscription  water,  so  possibly  the 
shilling  per  rod  (half-a-crown  for  jack)  had  more 
than  a  little  to  do  with  the  wonderful  information 
he  could  on  occasion  supply. 

"  Any  grayling  ?  "  you  would  ask.  "Plenty,  at 
the  far  corner  where  the  stream  flowed  in,"  and 
where,  if  we  were  to  believe  the  keeper,  "  the 
scenery  was  not  unlike  Yorkshire,  and  had  reminded 
many  gentlemen  of  the  Wharfe."  "Trout?" 
"  Certainly,  all  over  the  lake,"  no  burn  trout 
though,  he  admitted  that ;  there  were  only  the 
heavier  fish,  the /eroa;.  "Salmon?"  He  smiled. 
"Well  no,"  but  if  you  wanted  them  he  had  the 
address  of  a  fishing  to  be  let  in  Norway— to  be  le 


alone  we  thought,  but  did  not  say  so.  "  Coarse 
fish  ?  "  For  reply  he  waved  us  to  the  board ;  a 
dazzling  list  was  there,  all  sorts  and  conditions, 
indeed,  as  he  said,  "  almost  too  many."  People 
down  for  one  day,  he  gave  us  to  understand,  found 
it  difficult  to  settle  which  to  try  for,  and  often  much 
valuable  time  had  been  lost  in  debating  this  point. 

Our  friend's  imagination  was  something  to 
admire,  but  at  last  we  puzzled  him.  A  lucky 
thought  occm-red  to  one  of  us.  "  Have  you  any 
lampreys?"  He  looked  up  doubtingly  ;  this  was 
evidently  a  new  species  to  him.  "Lampreys?" 
he  said,  meditating  the  while  as  to  what  strange 
creatures  they  might  be,  "Lampreys?"  "Yes," 
we  said,  enjoying  our  momentary  triumph,  and 
then  byway  of  giving  a  slight  hint,  we  added,  "  The 
things  that  King  John  ate  too  many  of — oh  there 
must  be  some  in  this  lake,  it's  just  the  place  for 
them."  Even  our  historical  reference  did  not  help 
him ;  the  situation  was  growing  strained,  but  he 
was  equal  to  it. 

"  Comin',"  he  suddenly  shouted,  looking  roimd 
in  answer  to  what  we  felt  sure  an  imaginary  call, 
"  Comin'."  Then  turning  to  us  with,  "  Excuse  me 
gents,  the  missus  wants  me  a  minute,"  he  darted 
off  to  his  cottage,  where  we  discovered  in  after 
years  he  had  a  trusty  volume  dealing  with  all 
British  fishes.  He  was  soon  back,  and  we  were 
reassured  as  to  the  lampreys.  "  t)'  course,  I  mind 
'em  now,"  he  said,  "why,  some  years  ago  a  party 
used  to  come  here  purpose  to  fish  for  'em ;  ah," 
reflectively,  "  and  some  good  bags  he  made,  too, 
that  he  did." 

After  a  little  more  talk  of  a  like  nature  he 
fetched  us  a  sort  of  canoe-punt  that  lie  proudly  told 
us  he  had  "  knocked  together  in  three  days,  and  that 
was  "  quite  safe  if  you  kept  in  the  middle  and  sat 
still ;  you've  fjot  to  keep  quiet,  that's  the  beauty  of 
that  boat  for  fishing,"  he  said  ;  his  admiration  was 
so  obviously  genuine  that  we  said  the  best  things 
we  could,  tried  to  look  as  if  we  meant  them,  and 
stepped  carefully  on  board.  There  was  a  little 
island  at  one  end  of  the  lake,  and  here  we  were  to 
make  fast  to  some  bushes  and  cast  about  thirty 
yards  towards  the  shore  where  "  there  was  a  deep 
hole,"  and  where  our  friend  was  "  certain  we  should 
get  a  good  'un  or  two."  To  this  point  we  cautiously 
worked  our  perilous  craft  and  followed  out  instruc- 
tions in  a  manner  that  we  now  know  must  have 
been  highly  satisfactory  and  amusing  to  our  friend 
the  keeper,  who,  by-the-bye,  watched  us  from  his 
cottage.  It  seemed  very  kind  of  him  to  have 
confided  to  us  the  "  best  spot  in  the  lake,"  and  we 
could  only  suppose  it  was  due  to  some  personal 
charm.  "I  don't  tell  every  one,  mind  you,"  he 
had  said,  and  we  were  properly  gratified  with  the 
compliment ;  however,  after  two  hours  of  un- 
rewarded efi'ort,  without  indeed  a  sign  of  a  run,  we 
began  to  have  slight  misgivings.  Of  course,  in 
those  days  we  were  beginners,  what  are  called  in 
Continental  guide  books  "  the  veriest  tyros,"  other- 
wise the  set  of  our  floats  would  have  at  once  shown 
us  something  was  wrong.  We  fished  on  for  another 
hour,  and  then  the  doubt  in  our  minds  began  to 
show  itself  in  our  speech.  Someone  suggested  that 
"  it  might  be  a  joke."  Joke,  indeed  I  This  made 
us  very  angry,  and  we  fell  back  on  the  never-failing 
remedy  of  blaming  the  absent.  "Well,  let's  go 
and  see  how  deep  it  really  is?"  This  seemed 
feasible,  and  our  "Noah's  Ark" — as  we  had 
scoffingly  named  our  vessel  from  its  utter  lack  of 
the  seaworthiness  of  that  famous  craft  —  was 
manoeuvred  across  to  where  our  floats  had  been 
"  in  the  deep  hole."  Here  we  ran  fast  aground, 
and  found  ourselves  on  a  piece  of  flooded  meadow- 
land,  with  grass,  in  which  the  baits  must  have  lain 
hidden,  growing  almost  to  the  surface.  This 
seemed  to  call  for  some  explanation ,  and  so,  vowing 
vengeance  and  making  what  speed  we  might,  we 
manipulated  the  death-trap  back  to  the  landing 
stage.  Our  plausible  friend  was  there  waiting  for 
us,  and,  of  course,  ready  with  the  first  word; 
indeed,  we  found  argument  with  him  to  be  impos- 
sible. "You've  been  wasting  your  time,"  he  said, 
with  so  sad  and  serious  a  face  as  to  dispel  all  doubt. 
"  Whatever  made  you  go  there  ?"  We  were  about 
to  tell  him  "because  he  sent  us,"  when  he  inter- 
rupted with — "  Now  you  gentlemen,  just  go  back 
and  try  the  spot  I  told  you  of  at  first "  ;  here  he 
described  a  totally  difterent  place.  "  Why,  there 
ain't  no  water  at  all  where  you've  been  fishing 
'cept  in  the  skating  season ;  we  only  flooded  that 
medder  yesterday  case  we  has  a  frost."  "  Now  I'll 
go  round  by  the  bank  an'  show  you  gentlemen 
where  to  try,  an'  you'll  ge^  'ern  this  time,  believe 


me,  you'll  get  'em."  He  said  this  with  an  air  of 
such  solid  conviction  that  we  forgot  our  resentment, 
and  f oUowmg  his  directions  were  soon  fishing  again , 
and  to  do  him  justice  he  placed  us  so  well  that  wc 
were  able  to  make  a  good  end  to  a  bad  beginning, 
and  finished  the  day  with  some  half-dozen  sizeable 
pike  to  our  credit. 

With  subsequent  visits  and  "  over  the  pipes  and 
ale"  in  his  cottage  we  made  friends  with  our 
keeper  and  gained  his  confidence.  "  They  lampreys 
you  gents  asked  me  about  first  time  you  conic 
here,"  he  said  one  evening  when  we  were  gathered 
round  the  fire  smoking ;  "  you  fairly  had  me  that 
time  you  did."  We  had  a  laugh  over  this,  and 
told  him  we  thought  that  was  "  one  to  us."  "  Ah, 
but  what  about  you,  sir,  you  didn't  get  many  pike 
out  o'  that  long  medder-giass,  now  did  you?" 
"  None  at  all,"  we  admitted,  and  added,  "  that  was 
one  to  him."  "  What's  about  the  score  now,  sir  ?'" 
turning  to  me.  "  Well,  about  one  all,"  I  said. 
The  expression  pleased  him.  "  One  all,  that's 
good  ;  one  all,"  and  then  as  he  rose  preparatory  to 
setting  the  night  lines  for  eels — which  he  was  able 
to  assure  us  were  larger  in  this  lake  than  in  an\' 
other — he  looked  slowly  round  the  company,  and 
with  a  merry  twinkle  gave  to  each  in  turn  a  wink 
of  great  meaning,  slowly  repeated  the  words  "  one 
all,"  and  went  out.  Egbert  Stanley. 


THE  EIVEE  ITCHEN  TEOUT- 
BREEDING  ESTABLISHMENT. 


Me.  E.  Valentine  Corrie  has  decided  to  fence 
off  portions  of  the  river  Itchen,  and  also  construct 
a  number  of  ponds  for  the  purpose  of  rearing 
brown  trout  and  rainbow  trout  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  special  orders  booJccd  in  advance. 
He  experiences  some  difficulty  in  estimating  the 
demand  for  yearlings  and  two-year-olds  year  by 
year,  and  his  supply,  large  as  it  is,  invariably  runs 
short.  This  is  very  annoying  to  hhn  and  dis- 
appointing to  his  customers.  But  to  find  himself 
with  a  large  surplus  of  unsold  fish  at  the  end  of 
the  season  would  be  worse,  for  it  would  mean 
sacrifice  in  some  form  or  other  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Corrie  without  in  any  way  promoting  the  real 
interests  of  his  dientHe.  His  present  suggestion, 
where  it  is  adopted,  will  overcome  the  difficulty. 
Anyone  requiring  any  number  of  yearlings  in 
1902-3  or  two-year-olds  in  1903-4  have  only  to 
make  known  their  wishes  to  him  now,  and 
sufficient  eggs  will  at  once  be  laid  down  and  an 
ample  nmnber  of  fish  reared  to  ensvure  the  complete 
and  satisfactory  execution  of  the  order  at  the  time 
appointed.  Moreover  the  purchaser,  should  he 
think  proper  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity, 
may  travel  at  any  time  to  the  fishery  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  how  his  fish  are  progressing. 
When  there  he  will  see  the  very  favourable  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  fish  are  reared,  for 
their  temporary  home  is  one  of  the  very  best  and 
most  prolific  trout  streams  in  Great  Britain.  Here 
they  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water  and 
an  enormous  amount  of  all  kinds  of  natural  food. 
In  addition  they  have  the  fostering  care  of  a  most 
practical  and  successful  fish-culturist  in  the  person 
of  Mr.  Corrie  himself. 


FISH  AS  FOOD  IN  THE  EEIGN 
OF  QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 

In  the  Rolls  of  the  expenses  of  the  Judges  of 
Assize,  riding  the  Western  and  Oxford  circuits, 
during  the  years  1596  to  1601,  we  ascertain  the 
following  information  relating  to  the  edible  fish 
available  for  table  in  those  days,  assuming  the 
fish  provided  for  the  judges  were  similar  to  those 
usually  consumed  in  the  west  of  England  towards 
the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

Although  an  Order  in  Council,  dated  Februar^•, 
1574,  had  relieved  the  Sheriffs  from  the  charge  of 
the  diet  of  the  judges  on  circuit,  yet  the  Sheriff  of 
each  coxmty  sent  large  presents  of  food  for  the  use 
of  their  lordships  during  the  years  above  mentioned. 
So  far  as  relates  to  fish,  and  restricting  these 
remarks  to  ichthyophagy,  we  find  that  the  maritime 
counties  enabled  the  country  gentlemen  to  make 
presents  to  the  judges  of  nearly  every  species  of 
sea  fish,  as  well  as  fresh-water  fish  from  their  rivers 
and  ponds.  Among  the  sea  fish,  whether  new, 
salted,  or  dried,  we  find  several  sorts  now  used  at 
table,  and  some  of  which  the  names  have  been 
nef^rly  lost  or  become  obsolete.    Of  sturgeon  pieces 
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were  sent  at  Taitaton,  Dorchester,  and  Exeter,  an 
"  isle  "  at  Salisbury,  and  a  keg  at  Monmouth  and 
Shrewsbury.    Salmon  was  usually  served  in  Feb- 
ruary and  July  in  all  the  western  counties ;  an 
"isle"  came  to  Chard  and  Salisbury,  and  salt 
salmon  in  February  to  Winchester  and  Launceston. 
Salmon  peal  were  also  general  in  the  west  and  at 
Gloucester.    The  "  shewings,"  or  sea-trout,  appear 
at  Hereford  ;  the  dolphin  at  Dorchester  in  February, 
porpoise  (to  be  soused  or  cooked  like  the  sturgeon) 
at  Launceston,  and  the  dory  at  Oakhampton  and 
Taunton.    The  conger  was  eaten  at  Taunton,  Oak- 
hampton, and  Exeter,  and  an  "isle"  of  it  found 
its  way  to  Dorchester.    The  cod  was  used  fresh, 
salted  and  dried,  and  a  cod's  head  is  not  unfrequent, 
whilst  the  "  milwell  " — a  fish  of  the  cod  species — 
appears  in  Dorsetshire,  Devonshii-e,  and  Cornwall. 
Turbot  is  not  unfrequent,  and  are  mentioned  in  the 
roll  at  Taunton,  Dorchester,  and  Exeter.  There 
M'ere   also  salmon  pies,   trout  pies,   cai-p  pies, 
"  stuffed"  carp,  and  lamprey  pies — the  last  men- 
tioned delicacy  were  to  be  bought  at  6d.  each. 
Brajanes  were   used  at  Exeter  and  Gloucester; 
bass  or  sea-perch  at  Exeter,  Salisbury,  Dorchester, 
and  Eeading ;  mullets  were  not  unfrequent ;  and 
soles,  plaice,   haddock,  herrings,  whiting,  skate, 
and  sprats  were  common.    Amongst  other  dried 
fish  were  the  "  buckthorn,"  or  whiting,  split  and 
dried  ;  haberdine,  or  salt  cod  ;  ling  of  various  sorts 
— namely,  the   London,   Devonshire,  organ,  and 
gi-een  salt  ling ;  herrings  and  dried  and  salted  hake, 
yclept  Poor  John,  of  which  Shakespeare  speaks  so 
contemptuously. 

The  shellfish  included  oysters  of  two  sorts — one 
called  at  Salisbury  and  Chard  the  "  long  oyster  "  ; 
lobsters,  crabs,  shrimps,  cockles,  mussels,  whelks, 
razor-fish,  and  crawfish  ad  lihitum. 

The  freshwater  fish  were  the  Thames  trout  at 
Reading  and  trout  frequently  elsewhere ;  the  pike, 
carp,  tench,  roach,  flounders,  barbels,  eels,  and 
lampreys.  In  the  west  of  England  the  salmon, 
carp,  trout,  and  lamprey  were  usually  made  into 
pies  and  so  partaken  of.  Having  thus  briefly 
summed  up,  we  will  proceed  to  the  charges  and 
the  details  as  they  present  themselves  in  the 
record. 

First,  in  the  year  of  gi-ace  1596,  the  scene  of  the 
Western  Circuit  opens  at  Winchester,  and  Mr. 
Fashion  commences  with  a  present  of  one  fresh 
salmon,  Mr.  Kirby  ditto.  Sir  Thos.  Waste  ditto  and 
one  salmon-peal  ditto,  and  the  Sheriff  closes  the 
list  of  presents  with  half  a  buck  and  one  fresh 
salmon  without  any  money  given  "  in  rewarde  "  to 
the  servant  by  whom  they  were  delivered.    So  well 
were  their  lordships  provided  with  presents  of  fish 
that  they  had  no  occasion  to  purchase  any  during 
their  stay  at  Winchester.  The  next  stop  is  in  Wilts, 
at    Newe  Sura,"  where  the  presents  consisted  of 
an  isle  of  sturgeon  and  one  fresh  salmon.  Amongst 
the  viands  bought  here  were  6  lobsters,  8  mullets 
and  bace,  2  crabs,  and  2  soles,  costing  7s.  lOd.  At 
Dorchester  the  presents  of  fish  were  6  trout,  7 
lobsters,  and  one  basse.    Fish  was  evidently  scarce 
just  then  at  Dorchester  as  the  presents  were  scant 
and  the  purchases  nil.    At  Chard,  however,  they 
fared  better.    Here  the  presents  amounted  to  one 
fresh  salmon,  an  isle  of  salmon,  10  lobsters,  8  trout, 
and  2  carp  ;  and  there  were  purchased  "  20  ti  of 
whiting,"  2  gurnards,  2  plaice,  2  soles,  and  one 
crab,  at  an  expenditure  of  5s.  3d.    At  Exeter  there 
were  presents  of  the  following  fish  :  2  fresh  salmon 
and  6  salmon  peals,  2  salmon  pies  and  two  pieces 
of  turbot,  2  breams,  1  plaice,  o  gurnards,  and  4 
whitings.    The  fish  bought  were  a  salmon  peale 
and  a   piece  of   salmon,   12d.  ;    10   whitings,  4 
haddock,  2  soles,  2  breames,  and  4  plaice,  5s.  3d. 
Thus  proceed  their  lordships  on  then-  way  adjudi- 
cating till  we  next  find  them  at  "  Okington  beinge 
in  the  way  to  Launston  where  yo'  LL.  did  dyne, 
xxiiij.  °  Julij,  a°  xxx^dij.  °  Eliz.,"  where  the  fish  jpur- 
chased  was  a  dory,  16d.  ;  a  gurnard,  6d.  ;  4  whitings, 
12d.  ;  and  a  peice  of  conger,  12d.    Next  stage  is 
Launceston,  where  the  Sheriffs  gifts  included  a 
gurnard,  a  sole,  a  haddock,  and  a  bream,  and  the 
purchases  for  oysters  subside  into  the  small  sum 
of  12d. 

1597.  The  progress  of  "  the  spring  circuit  of  the 
first  four  counties,  holden  by  the  same  judges,  and 
commencing  at  Winchester  Castle,  February  21st 
ano.  Eliz.  xxxix.,"  opens  in  the  historic  city  of  Win- 
chester, when  the  presents  of  fish  were  as  follows  : — 
2  lings,  6  salt  eels,  1  salt  salmon,  2  whiting,  2 
haddocks,  and  1  plaice;  1  fresh  salmon,  4  carps, 
cockles,  and  crawfish ;  8  carps,  3  pike,  6  trout ;  and 
2  fresh  salmon.    At  New  Sarum  (Wilts),  the  judges 


arrived  February  24,  and  the  presents  that  likewise 
arrived  comprised  amongst  other  edibles,  2  fresh 
salmon,  6  carps,  0  breames,  2  carps,  1  piece  of 
sturgeon,  one  carp  forced  (stuffed),  1  trout  pie,  and 
1  lamprey.  Two  days  afterwards  we  find  them  at 
Blandford,  on  tJieir  way  to  Dorchester,  when  we 
read  of  "great  store  of  fish  and  other  provision 
sent  by  Mr.  Swayne,  councillor,  and  Sir  Eichard 
Rogers,  2  pikes  and  10  roaches."  On  the  28th,  at 
Dorchester,  they  had  further  presents  of  8  carp, 
20  plaice,  20  whiting,  4  gurnards,  1  fresh  cod,  2 
pike,  1  salmon  pie,  a  dolphin,  and  G  lobsters. 
March  2nd,  at  Chard  (Somerset),  the  presents 
include  7  pike,  5  carp,  4  lobsters,  2  perch,  2  tench, 
6  whiting,  and  1  crab. 

Turniag  to  the  autumn  circuit,  we  find  the  same 
judges  again  at  Winchester,  June  23rd  ano.  Eliz. 
XXXIX.,  the  fish  gifts  being  4  pike,  6  trout,  2  perch,  2 
tench,  1  little  salmon,  and  1  salmon  peale.  On  the 
27th  they  were  at  New  Sarum,  where  they  received 
1  solitary  trout.  However,  they  fared  somewhat 
better  three  days  later  at  Dorchester— a  fresh 
salmon,  2  dishes  of  trouts,  Sdobsters,  and  5  crabs 
are  offered  by  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  that  town 
Leavmg  Dorset— and  wending  our  way  into 
Devon  with  their  lordships,  the  good  things  of  this 
world  become  more  attainable.  At  Exeter  Castle, 
July  4th,  the  following  fish  are  mentioned  :—l 
salmon,  18  salmon-peals,  and  a  piece  of  turbot. 
July  8th,  at  Launceston  Castle,  Cornwall,  we  observe 
a  dish  sea-fish,  3  salmon-peal,  and  a  dish  of 
"  fish."  The  13th  of  that  month  closes  the  assize 
at  Taunton  Castle,  Somerset,  and  with  it  the 
presents  of  their  lordships,  comprising  the  follow- 
ing :— 20  lobsters,  7  crabs,  1  conger  (eel),  3  gurnards, 

1  dory,  3  carp,  5  haddocks,  2  eels,  2  bream,  2  soles, 

2  plaice,  2  perch,  and  "a  piece  of  stm-geon  for 
Thursday's  supper,"  2  gurnards,  a  a  turbot,  2 
lobsters,  1  carp,  2  eels,  and  1  bream  "  for  Saturday's 
supper." 

1598.  Having  to  journey  over  the  same  ground 
it  IS  sufficient  to  let  the  items  speak  for  themselves, 
which  occasionally  presents  a  considerable  differ 
ence  to  those  of  the  preceding  years.  Andover 
Feb.  20,  presents— 4  trout  and  1  fresh  salmon. 
New  Sarum,  Feb.  23.-2  lamprey  pies,  4  carp,  6 
bream,  and  1  great  pike.    July  13.— Not  any  fish 
Dorchester,  Feb.  27.— 1  crab,  4  lobsters,  1  fresh 
salmon,  2  trout,  1  piece  of  salt  fish.    July  17. 
1  dish  of  lobsters.    Chard,  March  1.— 13  carp,  1 
ling,  2  eels,  3  jDike,  2  roach,  an  isle  of  salmon 
and  herrings.    July  19.— Not  any  fish.  Exeter, 
March  6.— "For  Sunday's  supper,"  2  salmon.  1  pike, 
1  gurnard  baked,  1  salmon  pie,  1  minwill,  a  piece 
of  Img,  a  salt  salmon,  a  piece  of  conger,  a  plaice, 
6  whitings,  2  haddocks,  4  gurnards,  1  bream,  2  carp, 
a  piece  of  cod  ;  for  Monday's  supper— 2  haddocks 
3  gurnards,  3  whitings,  2  pieces  of  cod,  1  carp,  1 
piece  of  ling,  a  side  of  milwell,  a  piece  of  London 
ling,  and  a  piece  of  salt  salmon ;  for  Thursday's 
supper -A  piece  of  sturgeon,  a  salmon  pie,  1  plaice, 
1  carp,  1  tench,  1  ling,  and  1  haddock ;  for  Wed- 
nesday's dinner— 1  carp,  1  cod,  6  whiting,  2  gur- 
nards, and  1  plaice;   for  Thursday's  supper— 1 
mullet,  1  plaice,  1  haddock,  3  whiting,  a  piece  of  ling 
a  lobster  ;  for  Friday's  supper— 1  mullet,  1  haddock, 
1  plaice,  4  whiting.    This  was  a  regular  downright 
fish  week,  and  notwithstanding  the  above  presents 
the  purchases  included— sprats,  6d. ;  cockles,  6d 
a  piece  of  conger,  8d. ;  a  thorn  back  (skate)  and  2 
plaice,  14d.    July  24.— A  piece  of  turbot,  a  piece 
of  conger,  a  piece  of  salmon,  and  a  piece  of  turbot. 
Launceston,  March  13.-3  great  mullets,  6  basses 
3  plaice,  and  a  dish  of  small  fishes,  oysters,  a  salt 
salmon,  2  pike,  2  pieces  of  ling,  2  milwells,  2  stock 
fish,  2  mullets,  4  haddock.  4  whiting,  1  salmon-peal, 

1  codfish,  2  eels,  8  herrings,  4  haddock,  and  6  trout 
1599.  Winchester,  Feb.  22.-2  couple  of  liag, 

2  couple  of  haberdine  (salted  cod),  6  eels,  8  pike, 
8  carp,  2  salmon  peal,  3  trout,  8  trout,  4  tench,' 

2  pike,  4  tench,  2  perch,  1  salmon,  6  carp,  3  pike, 
8  trout,  1  salmon.    Purchased  here— sprats  6d., 

3  lamprey  pies  13d.,  and  "  a  drie  fishe  called  poore 
John  "  (dried  hake)  8d.  July  5.-7  salmon,  a  dish 
of  trouts,  4  carp,  6  pike,  6  lobsters,  6  eels,  6  carp, 
and  6  trout.  New  Sarum,  "  Monday,  the  first 
week  in  Lent."— 2  salmon,  2  carp,  3  trout,  4  bass, 

4  lobsters  and  one  dish  of  crawfish,  8  carp  and 
6  bream.  July  9.-1  fi-esh  salmon,  half  a  salmon, 
3   trout,   and   a   dish  of  crawfish.  Dorchester, 

'Thursday,  the  first  week  in  Lent."— 1  frssh 
salmon,  1  salmon,  4  carps,  4  trout,  4  lobsters, 
1  crab,  4  carp,  20  gurnards,  40  small  whitiugi 
10  haddock,  4  carp,  1  salmon  peal,  4  trout' 
3  carps,  2  whitings,  1  salmon,  1  pike,  lldouble  isle 


of  Img,  1  double  isle  of  conger,  1  haberdine, 
2  trout,  2  carp,  6  gurnards,  2  crabs,  2  loljsters, 
and  1  lon(f  oyster.  Exeter,  "  Monday  in  the 
second  week  of  Lent."  For  Sunday's  supper— 
2  carp,  2  pieces  of  ling,  1  piece  of  conger,  1  piece 
of  milwell,  1  isle  of  salmon;  for  Monday's  supper — ■ 
2  pieces  of  ling,  1  eel,  4  herrings,  2  small  car[), 
1  stock  fish  ;  for  Tuesday's  supper— 1  piece  of  ling, 
1  piece  of  milwell,  1  piece  of  conger,  1  piece  of 
stock  fish,  1  isle  of  salmon,  1  eel  and  1  plaice  ;  for 
Wednesday's  dinner  —  4  gurnards,  half  a  pike, 
1  piece  of  milwell,  a  piece  of  salt  salmon,  ,4  buck- 
thorns, 1  piece  of  ding  ;  for  Wednesday's  supper 

1  piece  of  ling,  1  piece  of, milwell  and  1  piece  of 
conger.  The  purchases  included  oysters  and 
cockles  1 2d.  July  IG.— Not  any  fish.  Launceston, 
"  Friday  in  the  second  week  of  Lent." — 3  carp, 
5  mullets,  1  ling,  1  milwell,  1  piece  of  salt  conger, 

2  flounders,  2  eels,  1  isle  of  salmon,  1  piece  of 
porpoise,  24  hen-ings,  1  quartern  of  sprats,  1  hake, 
2  carp,  6  haddock,  8  whiting,  1  fresh  cod,  2  pieces 
of  fresh  conger,  6  little  trout,  2  pike,  1  (luartem  of 
razor  fish,  1  quartern  of  cockles,  2  plaice,  12  perch, 

1  piece  of  conger,  1  piece  of  porpoise,  3  trout,  4 
perch,  1  gurnard,  and  2  haddocks.  The  purchases 
included  a  thornback  and  oysters.  July  20.— 1 
great  turbot,  10  whiting,  2  salmon  peal,  6  trout, 
4  basses,  3  mullet,  2  great  eels,  10  salmon  peal,  20 
salmon  peal,  2  bass,  3  plaice,  8  trout,  2  sea  breams, 
and  2  jpieces  of  conger.  Taunton,  "  W^ednesday  in 
the  third  week  in  Lent." — 6  small  carp,  3  roach, 

2  flounders,  half  a  hundred  of  herrings,  1  London 
ling,  1  Devonshire  ling,  1  couple  haberdyne,  4  salt 
eels,  1  lamprey  pie,  1  carp  pie,  ^  a  conger,  2  carp, 
2  pieces  of  salmon,  1  piece  of  stm-geon,  2  pike,  3 
tench,  1  fresh  eel,  I  a  turbot,  6  roach,  a  dish  of 
crawfishes,  and  3  perch.  July  25. — 1  turbot,  1 
dory,  2  gurnards,  1  bream,  4  lobsters,  1  salmon 
peal,  1  carp,  and  a  piece  ofisturgeon. 

1600.  Winchester,  Feb.  18. — 3  old  organ  ling, 
2  hadcroynes,  1  salt  salmon,   1   salt  conger,  6 
Holland  eels,  1  fresh  salmon,  12  trout,  12  trout,  10 
carp,  2  pike,  12  roach,  2  perch,  6  trout,  2  pike,  6 
carp,  6  trout,  1  great  pike,  1  bream,  and  3  tench. 
June  19. — 2  ling,  1  haberdyne,  6  mullets,  1  bass,  4 
little  plaice,  1  sole,  3  lobsters,  2  mullets,  and  a  dish 
of  lobsters,  1  salmon,  2  salmon  peal,  3  salmon,  2 
salmon  peale,  6  great  carp,  1  great  pike,  12  trout, 
19  trout,  2  carp,  4  perch,  tmd  1  roach.  New 
Sarum,  "  Thursday  in  the  second  week  of  Lent." — 
One  fresh  salmon,  an  isle  of  sturgeon,  an  isle  of 
fresh  salmon,  1  pike,  3  trout,  1  lomj  oyster,  6  carp, 
4  bream,  1  fresh  salmon,  2  carp,  "and  3  eels. 
Purchased  5  organ  ling,  6s.  6d.,  herrings,  2s.  8d., 
and  cockles,  4d.    June  28.-2  salmon,  2  trout,  an 
isle    of    sturgeon,    2   mullets,   and   2  lobsters. 
Dorchester,  Feb.  25.-2  carp,  2  plaice,  2  gurnards] 
2  soles,  2  pike,  1  fresh  cod,  6  haddocks,  2  fresh 
salmon,  and  1   pike.     Purchased  2  organ  ling, 
8s.  lOd.,  and  a  milwell,  2s.    July  26.— One  salmon. 
Chard,  Feb.  27.  -2  pike,  1  carp,  1  isle  of  ling,  2 
eels,  1  tench,  1  salmon  pie,  1  gm-nard,  3  whiting, 
an  isle  of  fresh  salmon,  and  1  lonrj  oyster.  Exeter,' 
March  4.— No  fish  presents.     June  30.— Ditto! 
Launceston,  March  11.— 4  great  basses,  2  mullet, 
4  haddock,  2  gurnard,  2  pieces  of  cod.    July  4.— 
8  soles,  3  lobsters,  1  bream,  1  mullet,  20  salmon 
peal,  1  salmon  pie,  2  plaice,  3  pieces  of  conger, 
4  whiting,  2  lobsters,  2  crabs,  and  1  sea  bream. 

1601.  Wmchester,  Feb.  23.— Half  a  ling,  10 
carp,  1  trout,  1  barbel,  2  pike,  5  carp,  1  te'nch, 

1  fresh  salmon.  Bought,  herring  and  oysters  15d. 
New  Sarum,  Feb.  25.-1  fresh  salmon",  3  isles  of 
fresh  salmon,  12  carp,  1  carp  pie,  4  bream,  4  trout 
and  a  dish  of  crawfish,  1  lamprey  pie,  3  pieces  of 
ling,  1  piece  of  sturgeon,  3  plaice,  and  1  perch. 
Dorchester,  March  2.— 12  haddocks,  6  lobsters, 

2  crabs,  1  fresh  salmon.  1  crab,  1  sole,  2  plaice,' 

2  roach,  1  isle  of  sturgeon,  1  fresh  salmon,  1  ling! 

3  carp,  2  soles,  4  plaice,  1  pike,  1  dozen  lobsters, 
1  crab  and  "  10  fresh  fishes."    Chard,  March  4.— 

1  fresh  cod,  1  isle  of  salt  salmon,  and  1  haddock. 
Exeter,  March  9,  where  the  cu-cuit  ends  witli 
the  following  gifts  [in  extctm,)~Ot  Sir  Richard 
Champernowne,  57  plaice,  2  little  turbots,  4  soles, 
and  4  gurnards  ;  of  the  Sheriff'  (Edmond  Parker,' 
Esq.) — 2  hogsheads  of  beer,  2  London  ling,  2  other 
ling,  a  salt  salmon,  a  conger,  2  milwells,  2  had- 
docks, 2  plaice,  a  quince  pie  and  a  tart  for  Sunday's 
supper;   more  of  him — 1  cod  fish,  half  a  ling, 

2  haddocks,  5  whiting,  2  pike,  4  gurnards,  2  plaice,' 
and  a  piece  of  codfish  for  Monday's  supper ;  more 
of  him— 6  little  carp,  2  pieces  of  ling,  a  piece  of 
salt  salmon,  a  piece  of  milwell,  2  haddocks, 
12  herrings,  a  piece  of  fresh  ling,  a  piece  of  stur- 
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geon,  a  quince  pie,  a  rice  tart,  a  capon,  2  partridges 
for  Tuesday's  dinner  ;  more  of  him — 2  rabbits,  a 
breast  of  veal,  a  Flanders  eel,  a  piece  of  fresh  cod, 
12  herrings,  1  custard,  and  1  tart  for  Tuesday's 
supper ;  more  of  him — a  piece  of  codfish,  4  had- 
dock, 6  whiting,  and  1  cod's  head  for  Wednesday's 
dinner ;  more  of  him— a  breast  of  mutton,  a 
quarter  of  lamb,  a  capon,  2  rabbits,  4  whiting, 
1  Flanders  eel,  a  quince  pie,  a  tart,  and  a  custard 
for  "\Vednesdaj''s  supper ;  more  of  him—  1  capon, 
1  partridge,  1  codfish,  2  haddocks,  12  herrings, 
1  quince  pie,  1  pippin  pie,  1  tart  for  Thursday's 
supper ;  more  of  him  —  3  haddocks,  1  codfish, 
3  whiting,  1  tubb,  an  isle  of  fresh  salmon,  1  Flanders 
eel,  12  herrings,  a  quince  pie,  a  potato  pie,  4  trout, 
and  a  custard  for  Friday's  dinner  ;  more  of  him 
— 2  plaice,  2  haddock,  'l  tubb,  1  Flanders  eel, 
o  whiting,  1  potato  pie,  a  quince  pie,  and  a  tart 
for  Friday's  supper.  The  purchases  included 
oysters,  cockles,  and  mussels,  6s.  8d. ;  carrots  and 
herbs,  23.  ;  veal  and  oranges,  4s.  lOd. ;  36  trout, 
4s. ;  green  fish  and  salt  fish,  6s. ;  wine,  4s. 

J.  P.  HoPvE. 


CHATS  WITH  AN  OLD  ANGLEE. 


Seventy-three  years  old,  upright  in  form  and 
character,  broad  shouldered  and  big  hearted,  turn- 
ing the  scale  at  18st.  121b..  and  still  as  fond  of  fishing 
as  a  truant  schoolboy,  such  is  William  .T.  Matthews 
— "one  of  the  best."  The  old  school  of  anglers 
all  know  Matthews,  and  the  youngsters  must  never 
forget  him.  Those  who  enjoy  their  Pulborough 
and  Amberley  trips  should  know  that  Matthews  was 
one  of  the  founders — if  not  the  founder — of  those 
excursions.  More  than  one  angling  club  can  call 
Matthews  '•  Daddy,"  and  though  most  of  the 
original  members  of  the  clubs  he  founded  have 
"handed  in  their  cljecks "  his  memory  is  still 
green  in  the  old  London  haunts  where  anglers 
most  do  congregate.  Mr.  Matthews  has  been  host 
of  several  old  London  taverns,  all  of  them  had 
angling  clubs  associated  with  them,  and  his  stories 
of  old  times,  old  places,  and  old  chums  are  worth 
hearing.  Con\inced  of  this  fact,  i  paid  "  good 
old  Matthews"  a  visit  at  his  humble  but  snug 
home  in  the  N.W.  district.  Humble,  yes !  for 
Fortune  has  not  been  over-kind  to  the  old  angler 
in  recent  years,  but  snug,  rather !  his  faithful  part- 
ner sees  to  that,  the  partner  who  at  daybreak  on 
many  a  morning  has  given  him  his  hot  coffee  and 
wished  him  "  good  luck  !  "  who  has  accompanied 
him  on  many  an  angling  trip  and  herself  pulled 
not  a  few  fish  from  the  Colne,  which  runs  close  by 
her  native  jilace. 

"Am  I  in  some  apartments  Kentish  Town  way 
or  in  a  section  of  South  Kensington  Museum  ?  "  I 
asked,  for  some  fifty  cases  of  specimen  fish  and 
stuffed  birds  lined  the  walls.  Of  these  cases  more 
anon,  suffice  it  to  say  they  form  a  guide  and 
catalogue  to  the  life  of  W.  J.  Matthews  as  angler 
and  sportsman. 

'My  eye  caught  a  framed  illuminated  testimonial 
hung  in  a  prominent  place.    This  is  what  I  read  : — 

SiLVEB  Teout  Angling  Society,  1866. 
Freemasons'  Arms,  81,  Long  Acre. 
To  Mr.  W.  J.  Matthews,  treasurer. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Chib,  on  tLe  present  occasion  of  our  esteemed 
and  beloved  brother  angler  W.  J.  Matthews'  temporary 
letirement  ffom  business,  consequent  upon  the  letting 
of  his  house,  the  Freemasons'  Arras,  Long  Acre,  beg 
herewith  most  cordially  to  testify  to  his  good  qualities 
as  a  man  and  an  angler,  and  to  thank  him  for  his 
univerfal  attentions,  kindness,  and  good  faith  to  one 
and  all,  whether  in  bis  capnr-ity  of  host  or  in  his 
transactions  with  the  club.  In  thus  tendering  him 
iiur  thanks  we  express  our  most  heartfelt  wishes  that 
Brother  Matthews,  bis  wife',  and  Uear  children  may 
live  long,  happy,  and  prosperously,  and  that  he  may 
oatsh  the  largest  specimens  of  the  finny  tribe  it  ever 
fell  to  the  luck  of  an  enthu-iaslic  angler  to  capture. 

(Signed)  Chairman,  Mr.  Foster,  Messrs.  Molsher- 
James  (vice),  Goy,  Arnold,  Williams,  Dawson, 
Orridge,  Hawkes,  Deaton,  Hewitt,  Forster, 
Griftiths,  Morgan,  Antony,  Bentley,  Davies,  Eade, 
Ballinston,  Hawkins,  and  Kingsland. 

"  Where  are  they  all  now?  "  said  Mr.  Matthews 
with  a  sigh  as  he  looked  with  dim  eyes  at  the 
names.  "  All  weighed  in,  I  fear,  but  Griffiths,  a 
clever  musical  instrument  maker.  The  Williams 
who  signed  there  was  the  father  of  Mr.  Williams 
the  well-known  tackle  maker  of  Great  (^>ueen-street. 
The  Silver  Trout  Clid)  was  ver>-  ])0i)ular.  and  the 


Illustrated  London  Neuis  devoted  a  full-page 
picture  to  our  '  weighing  in  nights.'  " 

A  pipe  was  a  solace  for  memories  of  the  past.  I 
lit  up,  too,  and  then,  like  the  witnesses  in  the  case 
Bardell  v.  Pickwick,  we  "  gits  a-talking."  To  me  it 
is  always  a  treat  to  chat  with  an  intelligent  man 
who  knew  the  London  we  have  lost.  Mr.  Matthews 
soon  transplanted  me  to  the  banks  of  the  New 
Eiver  as  they  were  sixty  years  ago.  He  talked 
"  copy  "  by  the  yard.  Would  that  I  could  reproduce 
his  racy  descriptions. 

"I  began  angling  when  a  mere  child,"  said  the 
old  boy  (he  is  at  heart  a  boy  still).  "  I  suppose  I 
inherited  it,  if  I  may  make  a  bull,  from  my  imcle, 
John  Baddeley,  the  celebrated  angler,  whose 
'  Waltonians'  Chronicle  '  is  well  known.  Good  old 
John.  He  would  go  a-fishing  and  like  old  Izaak 
would  compose  a  ballad  on  the  road,  and  troll  it 
forth  at  his  next  club  meeting.  John  Baddeley 
took  a  rare  fancy  to  me,  and  gave  me  many  good 
lessons." 

"  You  have  met  many  old  anglers  ?  "  I  asked. 

"  Yes,  I  have  indeed,"  said  Mr.  Matthews.  "  As 
a  boy  I  lived  next  door  to  Sadler's  Wells.  Old 
Joey  Grimaldi  lived  close  by.  He  was  then  in  his 
last  days,  propped  up  in  a  chair  by  his  window. 
Joey  was  a  naturalist.  He  used  to  go  butterfly 
hunting  at  Dartford,  Dulwich,  and  Clapham,  but 
he  was  also  an  angler,  or  rather  had  been,  and 
when  I  passed  his  window  I  used  to  hold  up  my 
catch  and  show  him.    He  would  reward  me  with 


W,  J.  Matthews. 


one  of  those  wonderful  grimaces  which  used  to  set 
the  house  in  a  roar.  There  was  a  story  current 
that  peaceable  Joey  came  near  having  a  fight  one 
day.  He  was  fishing  in  the  New  River  when  a 
boisterous  reveller  said,  'Ah,  there  you  are!  A 
stick  with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the 
other.'  Joey  resented  this  description  and  squared 
up  until  reminded  that  he  was,  indeed,  a  professional 
fool,  and  the  best  the  world  had  ever  seen.  Peace 
was  restored  and  Joey  and  his  admirer  crushed  a 
flask  together." 

I  am  not  going  to  emulate  the  young  curate  who 
tried  to  get  the  whole  Bible  into  his  first  sermon. 
It  will  take  me  two  or  three  articles  to  even  fringe 
the  memories  and  experiences  covered  in  an 
evening  chat  with  this  old  angler.  Before  I  come 
to  his  fishing  experiences  let  me  give  some  of  the 
environments  of  his  boyhood.  He  commenced  his 
fishing  in  the  New  River  by  Sadler's  Wells.  I 
shall  give  a  picture  of  the  "  swim  "  in  the  next 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  very  interesting  just  now, 
when  Fleet-street  is  being  so  largely  demolished, 
are  his  memories  of  that  locality,  dear  to  all 
pressmen  : 

"  My  father  was  a  working  cutler,"  said  Mr. 
Matthews,  "  and  when  a  little  nipper  I  used  to  love 
to  visit  him  in  his  workshop.  Eight  opposite  where 
the  Punrli.  office  stands — no,  alas  I  I  must  say 
stood — was  a  cutler's  shop,  no  show  in  the  small 
square  windows,  but  the  name  of  Matthews,  my 
grandfather,  over  the  door.  Once  inside  the  door 
from  the  comparative  quiet  of  Fleet- street  (quiet 
of  Fleet-street !)  you  were  in  a  busy  and  noisy 
^\•orksho|).    'J'horf  were  two  lines  of  men  working 


at  forge,  vice,  lathe,  and  bench.  There  was  my 
daddy  at  his  bench,  a  jug  of  flowers  from  a 
Clerkenwell  garden  in  front,  and  his  birdcage  with 
a  songster  to  sing  to  him  while  he  worked.  When 
I  took  in  the  fish  I  had  caught  to  show  him  he 
would  sit  me  up  on  his  bench,  and  I  would  watch 
him  fashion  knife-blades  and  fit  them  into  handles 
while  he  sang  at  his  work  and  the  linnet  joined  in 
tlie  chorus." 

It  was  here  that  young  Matthews  met  the 
celebrated  artist  and  angler  John  Leech — but 
"  that's  another  story."  As  an  old  journalist, 
whose  brain  has  often  been  wearied  by  the  whir  of 
the  printing  press  and  the  rush  of  "  specials,"  I 
am  tempted  to  drop  my  pen — for  this  week — at 
that  idyllic-like  picture  of  the  workman  and  the 
young  angler — a  picture  which  it  is  difficult  to 
associate  with  the  thoroughfare  George  Augustus 
Sala  called  "  Brain-street."  Deagnet. 
(To  be  continued.) 


BELLEEK— TEOUT  EISHING 
EXTEAOEDINAEY.* 


Belleek  Fair — MacH  Ado  about  Nothing - 
Effects  of  a  Scalding  Sun — Trout  Fishing 
Extraordinary — An  Equally  Extraordinary 
Suit  in  Chancery. 

It  was  late  on  the  following  morning  before  the 
fishermen  were  astir — late,  that  is  to  say,  for  men 
of  their  active  and  early  habits,  though  it  was  not 
yet  eight  o'clock. 

Although  the  sun  had  not  been  more  than  three 
hours  above  the  horizon  the  heat  was  alread>- 
intense,  though  every  means  in  their  limited  power 
had  been  called  into  play  to  moderate  it.  The 
long  curtain,  wliich  concealed  the  beds  from  the 
sitting  di\  ision  of  the  apartment,  was  brailed  up. 
and  all  the  windows  were  propped  open  with  sticks 
so  as  not  to  lose  the  lightest  breath  of  air.  From 
one  of  these  projected  the  head  and  shoulders  of 
the  Parson. 

The  body  belonging  to  that  head  and  shouldei-s 
was  comfortably  disposed  at  full  length  upon  the 
rude  platform  of  deals,  which  served  at  once  for  a 
cover  to  the  stairs  which  came  up  inside  the  room, 
a  receptacle  for  innumerable  miscellaneous  articles 
of  stray  fishing-tackle,  a  sideboard,  and,  as  in  the 
present  case,  a  sofa  or  lounging-place. 

The  Parson  was  listlessly  watching  the  prepara- 
tions for  Belleek  fair,  if  irideed  watching  be  not  a 
strong  word  to  signify  an  act  of  utter  laziness  with 
which  the  mind  has  'but  little  to  do,  and,  indeed, 
his  half-shut  eyes  did  not  evince  any  very  great 
interest  in  what  was  going  on  around  him,  though 
the  preparations  w  ere  made  on  a  somewhat  extensive 
scale. 

Belleek,  though  but  a  small  place,  and  not  bearing 
in  any  very  great  degree  the  outward  visible  signs  of 
commercial  prosperity,  exhibiting  as  it  does  as  fair  a 
share  of  ruinous  buildings  as  any  village  in  Ireland, 
is,  notwithstanding,  a  place  of  some  note.  It  is 
a  sort  of  lake  seaport.  It  carries  on  a  languid  trade 
with  Enniskillen,  Pettigoe,  and  the  villages  of  the 
upper  lake,  exporting  eels,  dilske,  a.nd  other  mari- 
tune  productions,  and  receiving  m  exchange  from 
the  interior,  raw  flax,  corn,  and  occasionally  cattle. 
Above  the  falls  of  Rose  Isle  there  is  a  very  small 
]iort,  or  dock,  which  is  seldom  without  a  boat  or 
two.  On  this  day  it  was  already  crowded,  as,  one 
by  one,  the  trading  people  dropped  in  from  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and,  fastening  their  boats  to  the 
little  quay,  or  pier,  brought  ashore  their  different 
articles  of  traffic. 

There  was  as  yet  no  very  great  crowd,  but  all 
along  the  street,  on  both  sides  of  the  inn,  there 
were  parties  of  men  with  crowbars  and  hurdles, 
marking  out  places  for  the  cattle-pens  ;  one  or  two 
standings  were  already  erected,  on  which  the  owners 
were  displaying  coarse  cheap  calicoes  and  gown- 
pieces  with  great  staring  patterns,  in  which  red 
and  yellow  predominated  to  a  very  great  degree ; 
another  was  unfolding  the  homespun  A\'oollens, 
grey  or  dark  blue,  of  which  the  peasants  fabricate 
their  peculiarly  ugly  coats  ;  then  came  the  staple 
commoditv  of  the  place,  the  home  manufacture  of 
Belleek,  the  salted  eel ;  below  this  again  were  two 
or  three  women  from  Bundoran  wrangling  for 
precedence  with  regard  to  an  eligible  spot  for  the 
sale  of  dilske.  It  is  a  very  curious  phenomenon  in 
human  nature  that  the  invariable  effect  of  dealing 

*  From  Newland's  "  The  Erne,  its  Legends  ami  its  Kly  Fi.sliin);," 
:i  .Icli-litfiil  iUid  si-;iiTf  worli.— F.l>.,  f.<-'^ 
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in  salt-water  productions  acidulates  the  temper  and 
sharpens  the  voice ;  but  so  it  is  in  all  nations, 
and  so  it  was  in  the  present  instance.  These  ladies' 
voices  were  unquestionably  the  loudest,  the  angriest, 
and  the  most  piercing  in  the  street.  And  a  no  less 
curious  phenomenon  it  is  that  the  horse,  who  is, 
as  has  been  justly  observed  of  him,  a  very  honest 
animal,  should  nevertheless  possess  the  peculiar 
property  of  making  rogues  of  all  who  have  anj-- 
thing  to  do  with  him.  And  thus  the  slangish  looks, 
cunning  eye,  and  Imowmg  demeanour  of  the  men 
who  were  tethering  long  lines  of  stubby  ponies  and 
rough-coated  horses  to  the  strong  ropes  picketed 
along  the  street  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that, 
in  that  particular  at  least,  there  was  no  very 
material  difference  between  Belleek  and  Tattersall's. 

The  Captain,  who  was  a  x^opular  character,  had 
been  loimging  up  and  down  the  street  smoking  his 
morning  cigar  and  cracking  his  jokes  with  a  race 
of  people  who  are  by  no  means  slow  to  appreciate 
a  bit  of  fun,  and  retm'n  it  in  kind.  It  was,  how- 
ever, with  an  eye  to  business  that  he  was  watching 
the  unloading  of  some  dusty  and  travel-soiled 
ponies  from  the  westward,  laden  with  Connemara 
woollens.  If  there  is  one  article  of  dress  more 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  fisherman  than  another 
it  is  the  soft,  loose,  elastic  Connemara  stocking, 
guiltless  of  the  loom,  knitted  by  the  peasantry,  and 
redolent  of  tm-f-smoke.  In  this  article  the  whole 
joarty  of  fishermen  invested  their  capital  to  a  large 
amount,  for,  as  the  Captain  afterwards  remarked, 
it  was  quite  a  pleasure  to  be  wet  throiigh  in  them. 

The  most  animated  figure  on  the  scene  was  the 
Scholar.  Thoroughh'  disgusted  at  the  apathy  and 
laziness  of  his  companions,  he  had  gone  down,  rod 
in  hand,  to  try  what  is  called  the  Flag  Throw. 
This  is  the  rapid  that  divides  Eose  Isle  from  the 
left  bank.  It  is  fished  from  the  flat  slab  of  rock 
mentioned  in  the  last  chapter,  and  is  very  much 
the  pleasantest  and  easiest  fishing,  besides  being 
the  least  influenced  by  ^^-eather  of  any  throw  in 
the  river. 

Across  the  head  of  it  is  a  ford,  affording  the 
means  of  reaching  the  right  bank.  The  ford  is 
formed  by  a  solid,  flat,  gritty  slab  of  rock,  which  at 
all  seasons  gives  a  firm  and  safe  footing,  notwith- 


standing the  rush  of  waters.  Over  the  edge  of  this 
the  water  tumbles  m  a  low  fall,  not  more  than  a 
foot  or  two  in  depth,  and  then  races  away  in  a 
rough,  flashing  rapid,  broken  by  rocks  and  stones 
for  thirty  or  forty  yards,  and  then  thunders  over 
the  first  falls. 

No  one  unacquainted  with  the  river  would  imagine 
this  to  be  a  throw  at  all,  for  the  water  has  every 
appearance  of  being  much  too  broken  and  rapid 
for  the  fish  to  rest  in.  But  the  niunerous  stones, 
which,  though  seldom  showing  their  heads  above 
water,  contribute  in  a  very  great  degree  to  cause 
the  tm-moil,  afford  secm-e  resting-places,  and  during 
the  whole  season  there  is  generally'  a  salmon  lying 
in  the  wake  of  every  one  of  them.  This  broken 
water  renders  the  throw  entirely  independent  of 
sun  and  wind,  and  fish  are  fi-equently  hooked  there 
on  days  when  there  is  not  a  rise  in  any  other  part 
of  the  river. 

If,  however,  fish  are  easy  to  be  hooked  there, 
they  are  proportionatelj'  difficult  to  be  landed,  and 
that  fi-om  the  same  cause.  Every  rock  becomes  a 
fortress,  behind  which  the  fish  entrenches  himself 
whenever  the  slightest  remissness  on  the  part  of 
the  captor,  or  the  slightest  slackening  of  the  line, 
affords  him  an  opportunity,  and  not  imfrequently 
will  he  throw  himself  do^ra  the  very  fall — an  act 
which,  though  it  may  be  met  by  great  quickness 
on  the  part  of  a  fisherman,  and  turned  to  his 
advantage,  generally  does  bring  the  tackle  across 
the  edge  of  the  rock,  and  finishes  the  drama  by 
cutting  the  line. 

Suddenly  there  was  a  stir  among  the  fair  people. 
Men  began  to  look  up  from  their  work,  the  ham- 
mering ceased,  the  plunging  of  the  crowbars  was 
heard  no  more,  tliere  was  a  lull  in  the  talkuig,  and 
the  battle  of  the  marine  ladies  came  to  a  prematm-e 
close.  Then  came  a  rush  to  the  wicket-gate  of 
Rose  Isle,  and  a  crowding  across  its  narrow  bridge  ; 
carts  were  left  half  unloaded,  newly-erected  stalls 
were  overturned;  a  sort  of  stampedo  took  place 
among  the  picketed  horses,  frightened  as  they  were 
by  the  running  and  shouturg  of  the  people — one  or 
two  of  them  broke  away,  totally  disi-egarded  by 
their  masters,  and  added  to  the  confusion  bv  gal- 
loping down  the  street. 


"  By  George  1  he  has  got  a  fish  after  all,"  said  the 
Parson,  starting  up  from  his  recumbent  position, 
and  seizing  his  gaff  as  he  rushed  downstairs. 
"  Hang  the  fellow !  what  luck  he  has  1  Who 
would  have  thought  it  possible  on  such  a  day  as 
this  ?  " 

The  Parson,  no  doubt,  was  a  little  jealous,  but 
that  did  not  diminish  the  alacrity  with  which  he 
crossed  the  street,  pushed  his  way  among  the  people, 
and  emerged  from  the  crowd  on  the  flag-rock. 

There,  sure  enough,  was  the  Scholar,  with  his 
rod  bending  and  his  line  rimning  out.  "  "Who  is 
right  about  the  day  now  ?  "  said  he,  triumphantly, 
as  the  Parson  came  up;  "  who  knows  most  about 
fishing,  now  ?  Confound  the  fish !  there  he  goes 
for  the  fall  again  !  " 

"  Follow  him,"  said  the  Parson,  "  and  let  him  go 
down — the  Captain  killed  one  that  way  admirablv 
last  Monday.  That's  right  1  get  on  the  high 
ground — hold  your  rod  upright  and  keep  j-our  line 
out  of  the  water." 

"There!  he  heads  up  stream  again!"  said  the 
Scholar,  as  he  raised  his  rod  to  the  required  position, 
and  the  line  seemed  to  cut  along  over  the  surface 
of  the  water. 

"  HmTah  !  "  said  the  crowd.  "  Oh  !  that's  illegant 
now  ! — wheel  him  up,  your  honour  ! — wheel  him 
up  !  " — and  the  Scholar,  shortening  his  line,  stepped 
back  to  his  old  positioir  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

Another  rush  of  the  line  towards  the  fall :  again 
the  Scholar  sprang  on  the  high  gi-ound  and  raised 
his  rod  ready  for  the  leap ;  and  again  the  fish 
returned  on  his  course,  amid  the  cheers  of  the 
crowd. 

A  third  time  the  Scholar  stepped  down  with 
shortened  line,  and,  depressing  the  point  of  his 
rod,  prepared  to  draw  the  exhausted  fish  across  the 
current  into  the  shallower  water  at  his  feet,  when, 
a  third  time,  he  rushed  down  again,  to  all  appear- 
ance as  fi-esh  and  %igorous  as  ever,  and  was  again 
tm'ned  by  the  same  manceu\'re. 

"  There  is  something  not  quite  right  here,"  said 
the  Parson  ;  "no  fish  ever  played  the  same  tricks 
over  and  over  again  ^-ith  such  regularity.  Don't 
come  down  this  time,  but  keep  your  rod  up,  and 
tighten  your  line  where  you  stand." 
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Up  it  came,  flashing  from  the  Avater,  as  if  the 
fish  were  making  a  sudden  and  furious  sheer  up 
the  stream,  and  then  at  once  became  tight,  fixed, 
and  stationary. 

"  By  all  that's  unlucky,  I've  lost  him  ! — I've  lost 
him  behind  that  rock.'  Down  with  you  there, 
J emmy — down  there,  some  of  you  ! — throA^-  stones 
in  I — start  him  again  !  "  And  a  shower  of  stones, 
cast  by  some  twenty  ^\•illing  hands,  came  down 
like  a  hailstoiin,  but  the  line  remained  fixed  as 
ever. 

"  I'll  tell  you  what."  said  the  Parson,  "  you 
never  had  a  fish  at  all ;  you  have  been  hooked  on 
that  rock  from  the  first." 

And  so  it  was.  In  the  very  midst  of  the  rapid 
his  hook  had  got  foul  of  a  well-known  rock,  which 
has  been  from  time  immemorial  the  preservation 
of  many  a  salmon.  Feeling  the  sudden  check  the 
Scholar  had  struck  scientifically,  and  given  the 
butt  after  the  most  approved  fashion,  when  the 
water,  catching  the  bight  of  the  line,  of  which  there 
was  a  good  deal  more  out  than  there  was  any 
necessity  for,  ran  out  the  reel,  giving  it  every 
appearance  of  a  fish  heading  determinedly  to  the 
falls.  "Whenever  the  Scholar  got  on  the  high  gi-ound 
and  raised  his  rod,  the  action  of  the  water  was 
taken  off  from  a  gi-eat  part  of  his  line ;  and,  as  it 
appeared  above  the  surface,  it  seemed  like  a  fish 
running  up  stream.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the 
fishermen  followed  what  he  imagined  to  be  the  fish, 
and  attempted  to  di-aw  him  across  the  stream  to 
his  own  bank;  but  in  so  doing  he  necessarily 
lowered  the  point  of  his  rod,  and  thus  exposed  a 
greater  quantity  of  line  to  the  action  of  the  cun-ent ; 
and  the  stram  thus  increased  was  sufficient  again 
to  run  out  the  reel,  and  the  same  results  followed. 
He  might  have  gone  on  thus  working  in  a  circle 
for  the  whole  day. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CAN  FISH  COMMUNICATE  WITH 
EACH  OTHEE? 


It  is  one  of  the  oldest  superstitions  of  angling 
that  if  you  hook  a  perch  and  lose  him  he  wUl  tell 
his  companions,  and  you  will  get  few  more  from 
that  place,  if  any.  There  may  be  something  in  it, 
having  often  noticed  the  efiect  of  losing  a  perch 
without  being  quite  certain  as  to  the  exact  cause. 
It  wordd  be  an  interesting  experiment  to  put  six 
perch  into  a  tank  and  fish  for  them,  and  return  them 
imtil  they  became  too  wary  to  take  the  bait,  t7ie7i 
to  put  six  unsophisticated  perch  into  the  tank  and 
try  the  bait  again  ;  if  they  fought  shy  of  it  it 
would  look  as  if  their  experienced  companions  had 
warned  them  in  some  way. 

Of  coru-se  every  trout  fisher  knows  that  if  he 
disturbs  a  trout  and  it  darts  np  stream,  other  trout 
near  it  as  it  passes  also  get  scared  as  if  they  feared 
there  was  something  coming  after  them,  but  this  is 
not  the  same  as  quietly  communicating  danger  in  a 
harmless  looking  bait.  Mr.  A.  H.  Gouraud,  in 
Forest  and  Stream,  has  some  interesting  notes  on 
this  subject  under  the  title  "  Piscine  Telepathy." 

PISCINE  TELEPATHY. 

"  That  many  insects  have  modes  of  communica- 
tion with  each  other  by  means  of  some,  to  us, 
unfamiliar  sense  is  well  known  to  entomologists, 
the  mysterious  endowment  being  marked  in  moths, 
especially  those  of  the  family  Bombycidte.  The  pos- 
session of  this  faculty  of  remote  interlocution  was 
the  subject  of  an  interesting  experiment  by  the 
late  C.  V.  Piiley,  U.S.  entomologist.  Receiving  in 
Chicago  the  eggs  of  a  Japanese  silkworm  {Samia 
cynthia),  then  of  recent  introduction,  and  having 
every  reason  to  believe  that  no  others  of  the  species 
were  within  hundreds  of  miles,  he  reared  a  number 
of  the  larvffi  with  the  object  of  testing  their  power. 
Confining  an  adult  female  in  a  wicker  cage  in  front 
of  his  house,  he  then  took  a  male  to  a  portion  of 
the  city  fully  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  and  there 
released  him  at  dusk,  after  tying  a  silk  thread 
about  his  abdomen  to  insure  identification  |  but, 
despite  the  darkness,  the  distance,  as  well  as  the 
dust,  smoke,  tiu-moil,  and  miscellaneous  odoiu's  of 
a  great  city,  the  two  moths  were  found  together 
the  next  morning.  In  this  instance  it  is  undeniable 
that  the  male  moth  at  least  was  impressed  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence,  as  well  as  the  locality, 
of  the  insect  in  whose  company  he  was  found,  and 


that,  moreover,  he  speedily  availed  himself  of  his 
mysterious  power  of  cognition.* 

"  The  possession  of  this  mystic  percejotion  must 
largely  serve  a  nocturnal  insect,  like  the  moth,  in 
lieu  of  vision,  and  thus  guided  by  an  occult  faculty 
akin  to  the  Scottish  "  second  sight,"  it  flies  in 
darkness,  perceiving,  yet  unperceived.  The  denizens 
of  the  watery  darkness,  having  equal  need  of  a 
revelation  of  objects,  animate  or  inanimate,  may 
reasonably  be  presumed  to  be  endowed  with  the 
same  obscure  sense ;  and  of  such  possession  the 
habits  of  the  migratory  salmon  aflbrd  weighty 
evidence. 

"  All  familiar  with  the  fluvial  haunts  of  the  king 
of  game  fishes  are  aware  that  the  natives  of  each 
stream  have  special  characteristics,  the  colonies 
differing  from  each  other  either  in  size  or  form, 
and  occasionally  in  marking.  Thus  the  rivers  York, 
St.  John,  and  Dartmouth,  falling  into  Gaspe  Bay, 
Canada,  have  each  a  distinctive  fish,  and  so  obvious 
are  these  differences  that  upon  catching  a  batch  of 
ascending  salmon  the  fishermen  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
will  designate  the  natives  of  the  respective  tribu- 
taries of  the  great  river.  In  the  north  of  Ireland 
there  are  five  neighbouring  salmon  rivers,  each  in 
time  XDast  the  haunt  of  a  distmct  breed  of  fish.  In 
Sutherlandshire,  Scotland,  the  River  Shin  falls 
into  the  Oykel  at  Invershin,  and  the  conjoined 
waters  of  these  rivers,  with  the  Carron  and  others, 
form  an  estuary.  The  salmon  of  the  Shin  will 
average  from  17lb.  to  181b.  weight,  and  those  of 
the  Oykel  barely  half  as  much.  Sixty  years  ago, 
from  extended  observation  and  experiment  with 
the  fish  of  the  estuary  alluded  to,  Andrew  Yoimg, 
of  Invershm,  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that  every 
salmon  river  has  its  own  particular  race,  which 
year  by  year  returns  to  its  native  stream. 

'■  It  may  reasonably  be  contended  that  each 
salmon  colony  inhabits  a  distinct  ocean  area  that 
may  be  far  removed  from  its  fluvial  haunts.  The 
exceptional  size  of  the  Shin  salmon — which  are 
taken  by  scores  of  a  weight  of  201b. — cannot  be 
due  to  the  physical  peculiarities  of  their  natal 
stream,  for  it  differs  in  no  essential  respect  from 
others  mnturing  much  smaller  fish.  It  seems, 
therefore,  probable  that  the  larger  races  abide  in  a 
portion  of  the  ocean  affording  a  greater  abundance 
of  food  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  dwarf  salmon, 
it  being  a  recognised  fact  that  an  amply  nourished 
fish  may  become  twice  as  large  as  one  whose  fare 
is  unduly  stinted. 

"It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  such  distinctive 
races  of  fish  can  be  developed,  unless  maintaining 
an  isolated  existence,  roaming  the  sea  either  in 
shoals,  which  with  salmon  is  unlikely,  or  else  in 
scattered  distribution,  but  keeping  touch  with  one 
another  through  the  operation  of  some  mysterious 
sense,  and  only  assembling  in  closely  massed 
ranks  upon  the  occasion  of  their  annual  migration. 
Individual  salmon  have  not  mfrequently  been 
caught  at  sea,  sometimes  at  great  distances  from 
their  native  streams ;  but  except  when  gathered 
for  the  purpose  mentioned,  it  is  probable  that  they 
do  not  "  school "  t  in  the  manner  of  herring  and 
mackerel.  Prior  to  their  recurring  annual  pil- 
grimage, the  presumably  dispersed  members  of  the 
colony  must  assemble  at  a  given  time,  and  that 
such  approximation  of  individuals  is  readily  accom- 
plished may  be  inferred  by  the  presumptively 
regular  annual  junction  of  the  migrating  fry  with 
the  parent  stock  in  the  shadowy  deeps.  For 
without  such  union  it  would  seem  that  the 
perpetuation  of  the  distinctive  characteristics  of 
the  race  could  not  be  effected.  It  cannot  reason- 
ably be  assumed  that  the  j)roduct  of  each  hatching 
maintains  itself  separate  and  apart  from  its  fluvial 
associates,  inasmuch  as  such  isolation  would  pre- 
clude the  imiform  appearance  of  the  individuals 
constituting  the  colony. 

"It  is  therefore  a  fair  conclusion  that  the  descend- 
ing fry  associate  themselves  and  intermingle  with 

*  For  full  report  of  this  experiment,  the  result  of  which  Mr 
Biley  unhesitatingly  declared  was,  in  his  belief,  due  to  the 
operation  of  a  telepathic  sense,  see  "  Insect  Life,"  \i>\.  VII.,  No.  1. 

^lany — perhaps  all — Hying  moths  possess  this  faculty,  hut 
seeuiingly  in  less  degree.  As  the  outcome  of  thii'ty-thrce 
experimtiits  among  the  gypsy  moth,  instituted  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts state  entomologists,  and  by  them  detailed  in  the 
Special  State  Eepoit  of  1S96  upon  the  gypsy  moth,  it  would 
appear  that  this  insect's  percepti(.in  does  not  extoid  over  half  a 
mile.  From  fiu  ther  experiment  it  was  inferred  that  the  seat  of 
the  sen.'^B  was  in  the  antenna;,  and  that  the  insect,  in  locating 
the  female,  was  not  in  any  way  dependent  upon  the  sense  of 
si.glit. 

■|-  E.\cept  when  migrating,  yoimg  salmon  show  no  tendency  to 
congregate  in  schools.    I'.  S.  Fish  Com.  Kep.,  1897, 

So,  too,  cod  appear  to  distribute  themselves,  e.xcept  when 
iiiigi'ating,  and  even  then  do  not  mass  themselves  as  do  herring, 
etc.    Swordfish  arrive  and  depart  in  loosely  arranged  schools. 


tlie  parent  stock  ;  but  such  meeting,  it  is  evident, 
could  not  be  readily  effected  save  by  the  operation 
of  some  unttsual  faculty.  The  tiny  pilgrims,  leader- 
less  and  guideless,  but  certainly  directed  by  an 
infallible  perception,  after  holding  an  undeviating 
course  through  hundreds  of  miles  of  trackless 
obscm'ity,  are  enabled  to  recognise  their  particular 
kin,  to  unerringly  detect  them  in  the  darkness  of 
the  great  deep. 

"  Salmon  in  the  sea  not  tmlikelyband  themselves 
as  do,  or  perhaps  it  were  better  to  say,  as  formerly 
did,  the  wild  cattle  of  the  South  American  pampas. 
Darwin,  in  his  "  Journey  of  a  Naturalist,  in  the 
Beagle  "  Chapter  VIII.,  states  that  their  habit  of 
gathering  in  small  bands  or  tropillas  enabled  the 
stock  owners  (estancieros)  to  keep  count  of  herds 
amoimting  to  ten  thousand  or  more,  each  of  the 
tropillas  being  ideittified  by  the  markings  of  the 
more  notable  animals,  and  so  the  absence  of  a 
single  individual  was  readily  detected.  The 
tropillas  numbered  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  each,  and  received  no  accessions 
save  from  natural  increase.  It  the  immense  herd 
was  stampeded  or  mingled  in  a  dark  and  stormy 
night,  or  if  by  any  other  means  the  tropillas 
became  broken  up  and  merged  in  a  general  mass,, 
any  one  -  individual  would  pick  out  the 
members  of  its  own  particular  flock  from  the 
thousands  of  strangers,  and  thus  each  tropilla 
would  reconstitute  itself.  So,  too,  if  driven  to  a. 
distant  market,  and  escaping,  the  eager  brute  would 
pass  vast  herds  of  alien  cattle  to  rejoin  its  own 
particular  community.  Some  other  sense  than 
smell,  it  is  clear,  must  have  been  the  guiding 
impulse.  Moreover,  the  tropilla,  like  the  salmon 
school,  is  not  stationary ;  it  probably  wanders 
erratically ;  it  is  not  therefore  a  perception  of 
locality  but  of  individuals  that  guides  the  estray  to 
the  bosom  of  his  family.  A  generation  later  than 
Darwin,  M.  Couty  visited  the  same  region  officially, 
his  report  being  published  in  the  Revue  Scientifiqtie. 
He,  too,  was  profoundly  impressed  by  the  utter 
absorption  ;of  the  individual  in  the  tropilla,  each 
living  out  its  life  side  by  side  with  others  of  a  vast 
multitude,  but  remaining  entire  strangers  to  all 
save  its  family.  He  corroborates  Darwin  as  to 
separated  individuals  passing  thousands  of  other 
animals  without  noticing  them,  in  their  efforts  to 
rejoin  their  sundered  kin. 

"  The  remarkable  faculty  of  intuitively  deter- 
mining the  relationship  of  an  unknown  fellow 
member  that  is  possessed  by  the  salmon  and  which 
enables  the  infant  to  unite  itself  with  the  parent 
swarm  is  also  a  characteristic  of  bees  and  ants. 

"  In  a  single  hive  there  may  be  50,000  bees,  and  a 
colony  of  some  species  of  ants  may  number  over 
half  a  million  ;  yet  any  member  is  recognisable  by 
another.*  A  stranger,  though  of  the  same  species 
is  at  once  detected,  but  an  associate  is  known  as 
such  even  after  months  of  absence.  A  power  of 
discernment  so  assuredly  exercised  among  such  an 
extraordinary  number  would  seem  to  indicate  the 
possession  of  an  emanation  or  radiation  common  to 
each  member  of  the  insect  community,  and  recog- 
nised by  means  of  a  special  sense.  With  ants  this 
subtle  perception  does  not,  as  with  moths,  appear 
to  be  remotely  exercised ;  but  with  fish  it  may  be 
fairly  inferred  that  the  scope  of  individual  recogni- 
tion is  indefinite.  Among  the  piscine  structures  of 
uncertain  functions  are  the  muciferous  canals  ;  the 
skin  of  fishes,  indeed,  contains  a  variety  of  mysterious 
organs.  Some  of  these  are  probably  the  seat  of  the 
obscure  perception  that  apparently  enables  fish  to 
take  cognizance  of  objects  near  and  remote,  and 
without  which  their  extended  and  devious  wander- 
ings would  be  impossible.      "  A.  H.  Goukaud." 


THE  MOURNE  FISHING  DISPUTE. 

At  Newtonstewart  (co.  Tyrone)  Petty  Sessions  on 
Dec.  19,  before  Mr.  J.  W.  E.  Dunsterville,  R.M.,  and 
five  other  magistrates,  the  adjourned  case  of  Moore  v. 
Patrick  Harken,  the  well-known  salmon  fisher,  came 
on  for  hearing.  Formal  evidence  was  given  of  Harken 
trespassing  and  taking  fish  from  complainant's  several 
fishery  at  Lisnahimy  and  Pubble  on  two  dates.  A 
large  number  of  witnesses  having  been  examined,  the 
Court  unanimously  held  that  they  had  no  jurisdiction, 
as  they  were  of  opinion  that  whilst  complainant  had 
a,  prima  facie  right  to  a  several  fishery  they  thought 
that  the  evidence  of  some  witnesses  proved  that  there 
was  a  common  fishery  in  the  place.  It  was  a  case  for 
the  Superior  Court.  The  dispute  is  engrossing  much 
attention  amongst  anglers,  both  in  Ireland  and 
England. — J.  A.  Baelowe. 

*  Lubbeck's  "  Ants,  Bees  and  Wasps,"  Chap.  VI. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

Time  of  Higli  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of  the 
following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London  Bridge 
given  below 

(30  min.  for  Chelsea.  55  min.  for  Kew.  i 

40   ,,     ,,  Putney.  ah/?)''^   m     »  Kichmond. 

45  „  „  Hammersmith.  -"^""iSO  „  „  Twickenham. 
50   ,,     ,,  Barnes.  85   ,,     ,,  Teddington. 

Example  :— if  it  is  high  water  at  2  o'clock  at  London  Bridge,  it 
will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25,  or  85  minutes  later. 

N.B. — A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide  very  much, 
and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  Hioh  Water  at  London  Bridoe. 


Saturday, 

Dec. 

28 

Sunday, 

29 

Monday, 

30 

Tuesday, 

Jan. 

31 

Wednesday, 

1 

Thursday, 

2 

Friday, 

3 

Momiug. 

Eveninjr. 

  4.  0 

  6.  9 

  7.42 

.    8.  9   

  8.40 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames — Genebal  Remakes. — The  Thames  has 
greatly  improved  in  colour,  and  during  the  Christmas 
holidays  many  good  roach  have  been  caught.  This 
improvement  is  a  welcome  one,  as  reaching  has  for  some 
time  been  far  below  its  average.  The  water  colouring 
rapidly  and  the  sudden  frosts  quite  turned  the  fish  from 
feeding  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to 
hear  of  several  good  baskets  of  these  fish  being  had. 
Chub  fishing  has  also  improved,  there  being  a  better 
stream  and  more  water  under  the  boughs.  It  seems 
probable  that  there  will  no  w  be  good  sport  all  round  until 
snow  broth  touches  the  river.  The  fish  appear  to  be 
working  into  the  deep  eddies  and  near  the  banks,  so 
that  the  bank  angler  now  stands  a  better  chance  of 
getting  sport.  During  the  frosty  weather  it  has  been 
found  best  to  fish  swims  of  not  less  than  6ft.  The  fish 
are  not  a  good  colour  as  a  rule,  but  should  improve,  as 
the  water  has  now  toned  down. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  now  a  nice  colour, 
there  is  a  slight  stream,  and  no  doubt  sport  will 
improve  considerably  in  consequenoe. — W.  N.  [Too 
late  for  last  week.] 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
&c.  (Yorks). — As  I  write  there  is  every  appearance  of 
"  an  old-fashioned  Christmas  "  all  through  Yorkshire. 
The  frost  continues  very  sharp,  if  not  exactly  severe, 
and  owing  to  the  near  approach  of  the  great  festival 
there  has  been  very  little  angling  since  I  last  wrote. 
I  went  grayling  fishing  up  the  Yore  on  Monday,  the 
weather  being  fine  and  frosty  when  I  left  home,  but  by 
the  time  I  reached  the  river  a  dense  fog  came  up  from 
the  east,  and  directly  afterwards  snow  commenced  to 
fall  thick  and  fast.  Of  course  I  packed  up  and 
returned  home  with  an  empty  creel,  but  as  this  is 
the  first  blank  day  I  have  had  so  far  this  season 
I  cannot  grumble.  Owing  to  the  holidays  news 
from  the  Swale  is  scarce,  but  I  hear  a  few 
anglers  were  out  on  Saturday  (Dec.  21),  and  an 
odd  pike  or  two  caught  with  the  Harrogate 
Spinner  and  with  preserved  sprats  fished  on  the 

The  "Harrogate  Spinner"  is  without  a  doubt  the  best 
artificial  spinner  for  pike  on  the  market,  and  reports  are  con- 
tinually coming  in  of  its  successes.  Kills  on  all  waters.  Sample 
Is.  9d.,  post  free.  Long  Pike  Spinning  Traces,  fitted  with  anti- 
kinking  leads,  Is.  each.  Francis,  Pennell,  and  Thames  spinning 
flights,  with  short  trace  and  anti-kinking  lead,  Is.  eacli ;  witli 
long  trace  and  Geen's  leads.  Is.  6d.  each.  "Handy"  pike  gag 
and  strong  disgorger,  Is.  6d.  Jardine  or  Bickerdyke  Pike 
Paternosters— Gimp,  Is.  ;  salmon  gut,  Is.  6d.  each.— J.  E. 
Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
.Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


Chapman  tackle.  The  Wharfe  has  fined  down,  and 
with  favourable  weather  conditions  we  may  expect 
fair  sport  during  the  holidays.  The  Nidd  at  the  time 
of  writing  has  fined  down,  but  this  river  keejis  dirty 
after  a  freshet  for  a  long  time  now.  The  Derwent 
has  subsided,  and  as  long  as  the  snow  keeps  off  will 
be  in  good  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  roach  fishing 
in  the  Ouse  will  improve. — John  E.  Milleu,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  Christmas  week  was 
ushered  in  here  by  frost,  snow,  and  sleet — -seasonable 
but  unpleasant  for  pike  and  perch  fishing.  It 
expected  that  the  Water  Commissioners  will  re-stock 
the  Antrim  Road  Reservoir  with  trout — rainbows 
most  likely.  From  the  Woodburn  Dams  I  he;ir  that 
the  brown  trout  are  in  great  numbers  up  the  small 
streams,  and  that  there  has  been  no  poaching  up  to 
date.  Most  of  the  local  rivers  are  high  and  dirty. 
The  Ulster  Anglers  will  hold  their  annual  meeting  on 
Jan.  24.— J.  A.  B. 

Iioug'h  Neagfh. — Practically  the  autumn  runs  of 
spawning  salmon  to  the  rivers  are  over.  The  rivers 
keep  below  winter  height.    None  open  till  IMarch  1. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — In  the  past  week  dirty  weather 
prevailed,  and  there  is  nothing  to  report  from  the 
lakes  in  the  coarse  fishing  line.  The  greater  part  of 
the  salmon  have  spawned  in  the  Ballinderry  and 
Blackwater. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

TIDE-TABLE. 

The  following  table  gives  the  nearest  approximate 
tides  for  the  use  of  sea-anglers  for  the  week  ending 
Friday,  Jan.  3 :— 


Sat. 

Sun. 

Mon. 

Tues. 

Wed. 

Th. 

Fri. 

28th 

29th 

30th 

31st 

1st 

2nd 

;  3rd 

fa.m. 
(p.m. 

5.53 
6.16 

6.39 
7.  2 

7.25 
7.48 

8.11 
8.33 

8.56 
9.20 

9.47 
10.16 

10.47 
11.20 

fa.m. 
(p.m. 

10.52 
11.16 

11.39 

0.  1 

0.22 

0.  43 

1.  4 

1.28 
1.53 

2.19 
2.48 

3.18 
3.49 

fa.m. 
Ip.m. 

11.34 
11.58 

0.21 

0.  43 

1.  4 

1.25 
1.46 

2.10 
2..35 

3.  1 
3.30 

4.  0 
4.31 

fa.m. 
Ip.m. 

0.22 

0.  45 

1.  9 

1.31 
1.53 

2.13 
2.34 

2.58 
3.23 

3.49 
4.18 

4.4S 
5.19 

fa.m. 

1.26 

2.14 

2.59 

3.41 

4.23 

5.  6 

5.56 

Ip.m. 

1.50 

2.37 

3.20 

4.  1 

4.44 

5.30 

6.29 

Burnham-on- 

ra.m. 

1.37 

2.25 

3.  0 

3.52 

4.34 

5.16 

6.  7 

Crouch  

;p.m. 

2.  1 

2.48 

3.31 

4.12 

4.55 

5.41 

6.40 

Southend,  Sheer- 

ra.m. 

2.18 

3.  1 

3.44 

4.28 

5.12 

5.58 

6.55 

ness  and  Leigh... 

p.m. 

2.40 

3.22 

4.  6 

4.50 

5.34 

6.25 

7.28 

Margate,  B'dstairs, 

ra.m. 

1.21 

2.  4 

2.47 

3.31 

4.15 

5.  1 

5.58 

and  Eamsgate ... 

p.m. 

1.43 

2.25 

3.  9 

3.53 

4.37 

5.28 

6.31 

Deal  and  Dover  ... 

ra.m. 

0.39 

1.29 

2.14 

2.57 

3.38 

4.20 

5.10 

p.m. 

1.  5 

1.52 

2.36 

3.17 

3.59 

4.43 

5.39 

a.m. 

0.23 

1.13 

1.58 

2.41 

3.22 

4.  4 

4.55 

p.m. 

0.49 

1.36 

2.20 

3.  2 

3.43 

4.27 

5.23 

Eastbourne  and 

a.m. 

0.49 

1.39 

2.24 

3.  7 

3.48 

4.30 

5.20 

Brighton   

Ip.m. 

1.15 

2.  2 

2.46 

3.27 

4.  9 

4.53 

5.49 

a.m. 

0.46 

1.29 

2.12 

2.55 

■3.39 

4.26 

6.27 

p.m. 

1.  8 

1.51 

2.34 

3.16 

4.  2 

4.54 

6.  2 

Shoreham  and 

ra.m. 

1.  7 

1.56 

2.41 

3.2i 

4.  6 

4.48 

5.37 

Southwick  

p.m. 

1.33 

2.20 

3.  3 

3.44 

4.27 

5.11 

6.  7 

Portsnioutli  and 

fa.  m. 

1.13 

2.  0 

2.42 

3.24 

4.  5 

4.49 

5.44 

Hayling  Island 

p.m. 

1.37 

2.21 

3.  3 

3.45 

4.26 

.5.14 

6.17 

ra.m. 

7.38 

8.22 

9.  3 

9.42 

10.24 

11.10 

p.m. 

8.  0 

8.43 

9.22 

10.  3 

10.46 

11.36 

0.  8 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  high  winds  and  heavy  sea, 
which  made  the  water  the  colour  of  clay,  quite  a  stop 
was  put  to  all  kinds  of  fishing.  However,  on  Tuesday 
(Dec.  17)  the  water  cleared  a  little  on  the  slacks  and 
splendid  takes  of  sprats  were  landed,  which  set  the 
factories  in  full  swing — curing,  boxing,  etc.  Mr. 
Tavenor  landed  three  score  fine  whiting  and  three 
nice  codling.  Dec.  18 — Wind  westerly,  fine ;  water 
smooth  and  getting  in  better  condition.  Mr.  Cawley 
landed  with  a  nice  take  of  fish,  a  total  of  five  score, 
fourteen  very  large  whiting  and  five  nice  codling, 
largest  about  61b.,  and  Mr.  Tavenor  had  also  four 
score  good  whiting.  The  sprat  boats  are  getting  fairly 
loaded.  Should  the  weather  keep  fine,  I  anticipate 
sport  during  Christmas. — Edwabd  Hangee  (Agent 
B.S.A.S.),  Napier,  Beach-street.  [Too  late  for  last 
week.] 


PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


Mr.  H.  Haeden  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting 
of  Monday  last,  but  piscatorial  experiences  were  not 
of  a  particularly  exhilarating  character.  Messrs.  Frank 
Ward  and  R.  Bradford  braved  the  cold  and  inclement 
weather  last  week,  and  tried  for  pike  in  private 
water.  They  had  several  fish,  but  none  over  41b.  in 
weight.  With  the  thermometer  below  32  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  the  two  gallant  fishers 
found  more  comfort  in  a  commodious  hut  whore  there 
was  a  huge  fire  and  an  appetising  lunch  laid  out  for 
their  special  delectation  than  sitting  in  a  roomy  punt, 
half  frozen,  catching  small  jack.  Mr.  Horace  Brown 
tried  for  grayling  at  Hungerford,  but  had  no  sport. 
The  season  here,  as  far  as  this  fickle  fish  is  con- 
cerned, has  been  the  worst  on  record  owing  to  the 
abnormally  low  water  and  the  increased  prevalence 


of  tailing  "  amongst  Thymallus.  Mr.  Brown 
noticed  a  great  number  of  kingfishers  flying  up 
and  down  the  stream,  these  lovely  birds  appearing 
to  have  multiplied  exceedingly  in  this  part  of  Berk- 
shire. There  were  no  reports  from  either  Newbury 
or  Uxbridgo.  The  chairman  having  spoken  in  flattering 
terms  of  the  assistant  secretary's  new  book  on  south 
country  grayling  fishing,  an  interchange  of  seasonable 
compliments  became  the  order  of  the  day  and  closed 
the  gathering.  ]\];.  ^e  C. 

A  FLY  FISHER'S  SOXG. 

Tune  :  "  There's  nae  luck  about  the  house." 

The  morn  has  dawned  right  gloriou-slv 

Softly  the  west  wind  blows,  ' ' 

Glad  spring  has  come,  and  with  her  smile 

Dispelled  the  wintry  snows. 

Hand  down  the  l)ig  white  wicker  creel. 

The  rod  and  tackle  bring, 

Make  sure  the  line  will  hold  secure 

The  great  strong  yellow  fin. 

Churns — 

For  the  fishing  time  has  come  once  more 
The  days  to  us  so  dear.  ' 
O  anglers  all,  where'er  you  roam 
We  wish  you  each  good  cheer. 

As  we  march  on,  our  talks  upon 

The  flies  we  think  will  take— 

The  Woodcock  Wing  and  Hackle  Red 

The  Spider  and  the  Drake.  ' 

Of  many  a  darkly-shaded  pool 

Where  river  tyrants  hide. 

Where  silence  reigns  and  fishes  small 

In  terror  all  abide. 

The  river's  bank  now  soon  we  gain, 

And  wend  our  various  ways, 

Each  conning  o'er  the  favourite  cast, 

No  fishers'  tongue  betrays. 

Down  to  the  rocks  neath  the  millcauld 

With  quickened  steps  we  hie. 

And  like  the  down  from  thistle  blown 

So  gently  falls  our  fly. 

The  dun  trout  sporting  in  the  stream 
The  Spider  Black  doth  see— 

0  angler,  now  your  skill  he'll  prove 
For  lithe  and  strong  is  he. 

He  dashes  here,  he  dashes  there, 

A  glorious  sight  to  see. 

The  reel  goes  burring,  whirring  round 

1  trust  he'll  not  get  free.  ' 

Hurrah  1  hurrah!  he's  landed  now, 

On  the  green  bank  he  lies. 

The  red  spots  glisten  on  his  side. 

His  form  delights  our  eyes ; 

From  head  to  tail  he's  spangled  o'er 

With  specks  of  various  hue. 

His  head  is  small  but  broad  his  back, 

And  dipped  in  golden  dew. 

We  pass  the  plantains'  gloomy  shade, 

The  mossy  bank  we  climb, 

Where  primrose  pale  and  violet  sweet 

Their  fragrant  breath  combine. 

The  thrush  is  piping  in  the  bush. 

The  doves  coo  on  the  tree ; 

O  say  what  music  can  compare 

With  Nature's  melody. 

As  lovers  dread  the  nearing  hour 
When  farewell  must  be  said, 
So  grudgingly  we  looked  upon 
Each  moment  as  it  fled. 
And  many  a  fin  the  dawn  did  see 
Like  lightning  cleave  the  stream, 
Will  ne'er  again  in  lonely  pool 
Or  current  swift  be  seen. 

Now  slowly  sinks  the  sun  to  rest 

Yon  western  hills  upon, 

A  flood  of  glory  crowns  their  crest 

The  day  will  soon  be  gone. 

So  now  with  baskets  teeming  full 

We'll  homeward  wend  our  way. 

And  soon,  I  trust,  we'll  meet  "again 

And  have  another  day. 

May,  1868.  R.  Dodds,  Jr. 


HOLLOWAY  S  PILLS.  Weaiy  of  life.  Derangeniont  of  the 
liver  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  causes  of  dangerous  diseases 
and  the  most  prolific  of  those  melancholy  forebodin'^s  m  Inch  are 
worse  than  death  itself.  .A.  few  doses  of  these  noted  Pills  act 
nuigically  ni  disi)elling  low  spirits,  and  repelling  attacks  made 
on  the  nerves  l)y  excessive  heat,  impure  atmospheres,  over- 
indulgence, or  exhausting  excitement.  The  most  shattered 
constitution  may  derive  benefit  from  Holhjwav  s  Pills,  wliich  will 
regulate  disordered  action,  brace  the  nerves,  increase  the  energy 
of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  revive  the  failing  memory. 
By  attentively  stnilying  the  instructions  for  taking  these  Pills 
and  obediently  putting  them  in  practice,  the  most  despondent 
will  soon  feel  confident  of  a  perfect  recovery. 
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Mrx.  (^ARNEGIE  AS  A  PISCICULTURIST. 

Of  the  varied  hobbies  of  Mr.  Carnegie,  perhaps  there 
is  none  he  enters  into  vpith  more  zest  when  in  Scotland 
than  that  of  pisciculture.  He  has  just  erected  and 
completed  within  the  castle  policies  a  magnificent 
salmon  and  trout  hatchery,  in  which  some 
150,000  salmon  ova  are  meantime  incubating  in  the 
well-appointed  boxes.  In  connection  also  with  his 
Skibo  and  other  estates  in  Sutherlandshire,  he  is 
proprietor  of  extensive  salmon  fishings  in  the  Dornoch 
Firth  and  along  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  to  the  River 
Shin  as  far  as  the  picturesque  falls  of  that  beautiful 
water ;  and  also  to  the  Lower  Evelix  Water,  the  upper 
half  of  which  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  As 
proprietor  of  these  fishings  Mr.  Carnegie  is  a  member 
of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  Fishery  Board,  a  position 
which  is  no  sinecure  in  his  eyes  ;  and  although  locally 
represented  in  his  absence  by  his  factor,  Mr.  Hardie, 
he  takes  the  liveliest  interest  in  all  the  doings  of  that 
body  and  its  proceedings.  In  addition  to  his  extensive 
salmon  fishings,  there  are  several  lochs,  both  natural 
and  artificial,  throughout  his  domains  that  are  kept 
well  stocked  with  trout.  Only  last  j'ear  another  loch 
over  twenty  acres  in  extent  was  added  to  the  number, 
and  just  now  Mr.  Fraser,  contractor,  Inverness,  and 
Mr.  Malcolm,  inspector  of  works,  Skibo  Castle,  are 
putting  the  finishing  touches  to  another  of  about  the 
same  extent.  By  an  ingenious  suggestion  of  the 
fishery  manager.  Mr.  Coutts,  this  loch  can,  by  an 
arrangement  of  sluices,  be  filled  with  either  spring 
water  or  saltwater  from  the  Dornoch  Firth.  There  is 
to  be  an  arched  bridge  across  the  overflow  from  this 
loch ;  and  in  addition  to  the  other  extensive  under- 
takings, is  a  spacious  carriage  drive  along  the  back  to 
the  private  pier  in  the  Dornoch  Firth,  where  Mr. 
Carnegie's  yacht  and  steam  launch  anchor,  these  works 
in  round  figures  amounting  to  something  like  eleven 
or  twelve  thousand  pounds.  —  Edinburgh  Evening 
Despatch. 


Rowings  bp  f^c  i^ap. 

"Eepoets  from  Clubs."  This  is  the  line  which 
usually  heads  some  five  or  six  columns  of  brevier  type. 
This  week  the  "  Reports  "  are  almost  like  snakes  in 
Ireland — there  ain't  none.  But  few  clubs  have  held 
meetings.  Old  Father  Christmas  could  tell  you  why. 
I  am,  however,  saved  from  a  blank  by  two  or  three 
interesting  communications  which  I  place  among  my 
"  Jottings  "—an  honour  which  I  hope  will  be  duly 
appreciated.  "  Modesty  was  always  Dragnet's  strong 
point,"  I  think  I  hear  somebody  say. 


Mb.  Peaeson,  of  the  West  Ham  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  Dec.  22  with  roach, 
also  taking  a  prize.  Next  Wednesday  (Jan.  1)  is 
meeting  night,  and  the  secretary  hopes  that  all 
members  will  attend  if  possible. 


Mb.  a.  p.  of  the  Stockwell  Angling  Society  writes  : 
Messrs.  Ansty  and  Jenkins  were  to  the  fore  with  good 
class  roach  and  bream,  and  I  hear  that  next  Sunday 
will  be  a  bumper,  which  I  hope  will  prove  the  success 
anticipated.  Monday  evening  was  a  special  night  with 
us,  the  distribution  of  Christmas  prizes  proving  a 
bigger  success  than  I  anticipated.  Thirty-eight  prizes 
were  on  the  tables.  After  chairman  Sheen  had  done 
the  amiable  with  the  prizes,  an  impromptu  concert 
was  organised.  Messrs.  Pearce  (piano),  E.  Barker,  J. 
Richards  (our  host),  H.  J.  Steer,  Powell,  and  yours 
truly,  obliging ;  and  a  pleasant-evening  was  brought  to 
a  close  with  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."j 


"  Pluck  v.  Canawhiski  "  was  the  title  of  an  action 
tried  in  one  of  the  London  County  Courts  recently. 
I  wonder,  says  "  The  Squire  "  in  the  Shooting  Times, 
if  the  defendant  is  an  angler. 


I  have  wished  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash,  of  St.  Neots,  all 
they  could  wish  themselves  this  festive  season.  I  fear 
I  have  ofJended  them  because  I  would  not  accept  their 
kind  invite  to  "do  the  walnuts  and  the  wine."  No 
matter  I  The  come  will  time  1  In  the  meantime,  I 
am  pleased  to  report  that  Mr.  C.  Radwell,  boat  pro- 
l^rietor,  St.  Neots,  says  that  on  Deo.  21  he  caught 
three  pike  with  snap-tackle  (single  gut  trace),  151b., 
91b.,  and  6Jlb. 


The  Leeds  and  County  Anglers'  Association's  twenty- 
fourth  annual  dinner  took  placj  at  the  Albion  Hotel, 
Leeds,  on  Dec.  21  last.  The  menu  was  an  excellent  one, 
and  the  card  was  designed  by  that  excellent  caricaturist, 
Mr.  Fred  Reynolds.  Had  we  space  it  should  have 
been  reproduced. 

I  HAVE  received  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards 
"Club  Chronicle."  Papers  are  so  many  nowadays 
that  some  people  regard  publishing  as  a  crime.  The 
editor  of  the  "Club  Chronicle"  can,  at  least,  plead 


the  historic  excuse,  "Please,  mum,  it's  only  a  little 
one."  Still,  in  the  few  pages  of  matter  there 
are  some  interesting  bits.  I  am  glad  to  know  the 
association  gave  their  Pevensey  friends  a  good  time, 
and  I  read  with  pleasure  an  article  on  "  Adders."  I 
am  not  much  of  an  "  adder "  myself — subtraction 
rather  than  addition  is  my  forte.  1  shall  always  be 
glad  to  see  the  "  Chronicle  "  if  it  has  many  of  these 
little  papers  on  natural  history. 


"  The  Fully  Licensed  IMan "  is  a  most  amusing 
brochure  on  the  anomalies  of  our  licensing  laws. 
Written  by  Mr.  Charles  Pond  and  printed  by  Eden 
Fisher,  the  pamphlet  deserves  a  good  notice  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Cleverly  illustrated  by  John  Jellicoe 
and  Louis  Kight  the  little  booklet  is  most  entertaining, 
and  it  has  a  moral  or  two  withal.  It  is  only  sixpence, 
and  there  are  more  than  six  good  laughs  between  the 


In  the  homes  of  most  anglers  "  Its  rather  more  than 
likely  there's  a  kid,"  as  Rudyard  Kipling  so  elegantly 
puts  it.  For  these  youngsters  I  recommend  "  The 
Model  Engineer"  a  little  magazine  which  will  set 
ingenious  brains  and  fingers  to  work.  In  the  current 
number  there  ,is  a  capital  paper  on  "How  to  make  a 
model  yacht." 

AccoKDiNG  to  the  Ajfierican  Mail  and  Express  the 
following  is  a  list  of  the  number  of  years  certain 
animalSj^etc,  live  under  ordinary  conditions  :— 

Years 
.  10  to  16 
.  10  to  16 
.  30  to  40 
.  .  24 
.  10  to  12 
.  .  20 
.  40  to  50 
.  8  to  10 
.  2  to  3 
.  .  15 
.  .  15 
.  14  to  23 
.  20  to  24 
.  10  to  12 
.  10  to  30 
.  5  to  6 
.  20  to  24 
.  10  to  12 
.70  to  150 
.  30  to  40 
.  .  16 
.  14  to  17 
.  .  10 
.  .  100 
100  to  200 
estimated  1000 


Years. 

Elephants 

.     .     .  100 

Rhinoceros  1 

.     .     .  20 

Camel 

.    .    .  100 

Lion  . 

.     .  25  to  70 

Tigers,  leopards,  jag- 

uars and 

hyenas 

(in  confinement)  abt.  25 

Beaver 

...  50 

Deer  . 

...  20 

Wolf  .  . 

...  20 

Fox     .  . 

.     .  14  to  16 

Llamas 

.     .     .  15 

Chamois  . 

25 

Monkeys  . 

'.     '.  16  to  18 

Baboons  . 

.     .  10  to  18 

Hare  . 

.     .     .  8 

Squirrel  . 

.     .     .  7 

Rabbit 

.     .     .  7 

Swine  . 

...  25 

Stag  . 

under  50 

Horse 

...  30 

Ass 

.     .     .  30 

Sheep  . 

under  10 

Cow  . 

...  20 

Ox      .  . 

.     .     .  30 

Swans 

...  200 

Parrots  . 

.     .    .  200 

Ravens 

...  200 

Eagle  .  . 

.    .    .  100 

Geese  . 

...  80 

Hens  . 
Pigeons 
Hawks 
Crane  . 
Blackbird . 
Peacock  . 
Pelican 
Thrush  . 
Wren  . 
Nightingale 
Blackcap 
Linnet 
Goldfinch. 
Redbreast 
Skylark  . 
Titlark  . 
Chaffinch 
Starling  . 
Carp  . 
Pike    .  . 
Salmon 
Codfish  . 
Eel     .  . 
Crocodile  . 
Tortoise  . 
Whale 
Queen  Bees 
Drones  . 
Worker  Bees 
Anglers 


4  months 
6  months 
For  ever  I 


Chbistmastide  witnessed  the  annual  football 
match.  Bakers  v.  Sweeps,  at  Tufnell  Park.  This  bit 
of  sport  was  smiled  at  by  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hocking, 
Vicar  of  All  Saints,  whose  kind  heart  is  rejoiced  by 
the  knowledge  that  the  match  realised  some  £200, 
and  provided  1800  dinners  for  the  poor  of  HoUoway, 
Highbury,  Kentish  Town  and  Camden  Town.  Several 
local  charities  are  also  benefited. 

The  founders  of  this  merry  and  philanthropic  affair 
are  Messrs.  J.  Lees  and  R.  Fairbanks,  who,  of  course, 
took  an  active  part  in  the  gala.  W.  Harris  was 
goal  sweep,  and  the  hon.  sec.  was  Councillor  W. 
Lambert,  of  474,  Holloway-road,  and  he  worked 
assiduously.  I  don't  know  the  result  of  the  match, 
whether  the  sweeps  beat  the  bakers  black  and  blue 
or  the  bakers  made  the  sweeps  turn  white — all  I  do 
know  and  care  about  the  sport  is  that  nearly  2000 
poor  and  hungry  ones — thanks  to  the  match — get  some- 
thing better  than  a  vacuum  under  their  waistbands. 


It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence,  says  the  American 
Fishing  Gazette,  for  a  steel  needle  to  become  embedded 
in  the  human  body  and  work  its  way  out  unaided  at 
some  other  point  days  afterwards,  but  for  a  fishbone  an 
inch  and  a  half  long  to  travel  thirty-five  feet  through 
a  man's  body  is  less  common  in  the  annals  of  the 
medical  fraternity.  This  is  the  record  of  the  perform- 
ance of  a  bone  from  a  bluefish  in  the  experience  of  a 
New  York  marble  cutter,  who  has  a  penchant  for  this 
marine  delicacy,  but  who  misjudged  his  powers  of 
digestion  when  he  partook  of  the  bones  as  well  as  of  the 
flesh.  The  gyrations  and  gymnastics  of  this  peripatetic 
fishbone  are  probably  of  more  interest  to  surgeons,  who 
are  to  have  the  history  of  the  case  written  up  for  their 
edification,  than  they  were  to  the  chief  actor  in  the 
episode,  and  it  is  easily  believable  that  the  next  time 
the  aforesaid  marble  cutter  thinks  of  testing  his 
digestive  powers  he  is  as  likely  to  try  them  upon 


marble  chips  as  upon  fishbones.  Both  are  probably 
equally  as  easy  to  digest,  as  pleasant  to  the  palate, 
and  nutritious  to  the  body. 


A  cbbtain  noted  brewery  company,  hailing  from 
North  London,  have  issued  a  calendar  and  price  list 
of  their  Single  X  and  Treble  X,  etc.,  but  they  manage 
to  put  something  "  interesting  "  on  each  page.  This 
is  what  appears  under  January,  1902.  I  will  not  alter 
it  in  any  way,  but  should  it  meet  the  eye  of  any 
angler  he  7nay  learn  something. 


Anglees'  Calendae. 

January. — Pike,  chub,  and  roach  only.  The  best 
time  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  weather  should  be 
still  and  the  water  clear. 

February. — Perch,  carp,  chub,  roach,  dace,  and  pike. 
The  best  time  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  mildest 
day  to  be  preferred,  in  eddies  and  near  the  side. 

March. — Pike,  carp,  perch,  dace,  gudgeon,  roach,  and 
chub  will  bite.  Best  time  the  middle  of  the  day,  in 
eddies  and  shallows. 

April. — Tench,  trout,  bleak,  flounders,  barbel,  and 
eels,  in  addition  to  those  named  in  March.  Tench 
and  trout  are  in  rivers ;  the  others  in  shallow  waters. 

May. — This  month  all  fish  bite  well ;  eels  both  day 
and  night. 

June. — The  spawning  season  is  not  a  good  month 
for  angling.    Trout  may  be  taken. 

July. — All  fish  begin  to  bite  again. 

August. — All  fish  begin  to  bite  bravely.  The  best 
times — morning  and  evening. 

September. — Chub,  dace,  roach,  and  barbel  may  be 
found  in  deep  water.    Shot  baits  to  reach  the  bottom. 

October. — This  is  not  a  good  month  for  still  water. 
Chub  and  roach  in  bottoms. 

November. — Chub,  pike,  and  roach  in  mild  weather, 
in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

December. — The  fish  rest ;  so  may  the  angler. 


No,  it  wasn't  the  Mick  this  time,  but  I 
think  he  must  have  been  one  of  the  same  breed. 
Passing  an  undertaker's  shop  in  a  country  town  he 
saw  a  large  board  with  the  inscription,  "  Every 
requisite  for  a  funeral  kept  in  stock."  He  gazed 
steadily  at  it  for  a  time,  then  entered  the  shop,  "  Av 
ye  plaze,"  he  said  to  the  proprietor,  "  I'll  take  a 
corrups."  "  A  corpse  1  "  said  the  astonished  coffin 
maker,  "  a  corpse,  I  haven't  such  a  thing."  Then  why 
do  you  say  you  have  every  requisite  for  a  funeral  in 
stock  ?  Because  if  there's  any  one  thing  more  requisite 
for  a  funeral  than  a  corrups  I'll  just  be  obliged  to  ye  if 
ye'll  kindly  tell  me  what  that  same  is." 


Op  all  languages  the  English  most  abounds  in 
ambiguities.  Here  are  a  few  culled  from  the  news- 
papers : — A  Georgia  colonel  was  shot  in  the  ticket 
office.  The  pawnbroker  was  fatally  shot  through  his 
door.  Mr.  Brown  received  a  fatal  wound  in  his  window. 
He  was  shot  in  the  suburbs.  He  kissed  her  passionately 
upon  her  re-appearance.  She'  whipped  him  upon  his 
return.  He  kissed  her  back.  Mr.  Jones  walked  in  upon 
her  invitation.  She  seated  herself  upon  his  entering. 
We  thought  she  sat  down  upon  her  being  asked.  She 
fainted  I  upon  I  his  departure.  He  fired  at  the  colonel's 
orders. 


FiEST  Artist — "  Have  lyou  heard  of  Palette's  mis- 
fortune ?  "  Second  Artist — "  No,  what  is  it  ?  "  First 
Artist — "  He  painted  a  realistic  picture  of  a  beefsteak, 
and  his  pet  dog  ate  it  up." 


Caeds  to  the  right  of  me. 

Cards  to  the  left  of  me, 

Cards  all  around  me. 
No,  sir,  not  the  sort  of  cards  which  proved  dear — 
very  dear — to  the  Heathen  Chinee,  but  Christmas 
cards,  breathing  good  wishes.  Yes,  I  am  fairly 
smothered  in  them,  and  I  like  it — I  wish  I  had  sx^ace 
to  describe  them  all.  From  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Carter 
Platts  I  have  an  amusing  little  picture ;  the  initials, 
W.  C.  P.,  tell  me  who  the  artist  is.  Santa  Glaus 
is  on  the  roof,  and,  surveying  some  impossible 
chimneys,  wonders  how  the  deuce  he  will  get  down. 
The  cowl  on  the  chimney  and  the  scowl  on  the  face 
of  Santa  Claus  are  splendidly  delineated.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ladell  send  me  a  charming  card  with  the 
Shakespearian  quotation  : — 

"  The  best  of  happiness,  honour  and  fortunes  keep  with 
you." 

This  quotation  I  pass  on  to  all  my  friends.  From 
Mr.  Henry  Ball,  of  the  Haymarket,  I  have  a  heraldic 
card,  and  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  I  have  a  lovely 
artistic  greeting  which  conveys  the  good  news  that 
the  sender  has  recovered  some  of  his  usual  health. 

Cards  to  the  right  of  me. 

Cards  to  the  left  of  me, 
have  indeed — with  other  good  things — made  me  a 
Merry  Christmas.    I  hope  every  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  had  ditto,  and  that  all  may  have 

A  Ha^jpy  New  Year 
is  the  earnest  wish  of  Deagnet. 


December  28,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Pfovifieial  flugllflg  Ilotes 

must  arrive  by  first  pout  on  TInirsdaij  morniiuj. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Christmas  angling,  at  the  time  of  writing,  seemed 
likely  to  be.  upset  by  the  weather.  Nearly  all  the 
minor  watercourses  were  frozen  up  on  Monday,  and 
the  main  streams  were  also  fringed  with  ice,  but 
angling  was  possible  in  mid-stream.  The  Witham  is 
now  recovering  from  the  recent  floods.  Hundreds  of 
acres  of  land  have  been  submerged  along  its  course, 
and  up  to  this  week  the  river  has  been  abnormally 
full.  It  is  now,  however,  rapidly  fining  down, 
and  if  it  is  not  frozen  up  good  sport  should 
be  had  amongst  the  pike  during  the  holidays  in 
the  Tattershall,  Kirkstead,  and  Bardney  districts. 
Towards  the  end  of  last  week  the  trolling  rod  was 
employed  with  success  on  the  Forty-foot,  both  on  the 
Donington  and  Swineshead  lengths,  and  sundry  pike 
weighing  up  to  61b.  were  captured,  one  angler  securing 
,  two  brace  averaging  between  31b.  and  41b.  apiece. 
This  river,  however,  is  now  getting  ice-bound,  so  that 
sport  this  week  is  a  doubtful  quantity.  There  was  no 
abatement  of  the  frost  on  Monday  night,  and  every- 
thing pointed  to  an  old-fashioned  Christmas. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  sport  has  been  met  with  either  on  the 
Driffield  Canal  or  river  Hull  during  the  past  week, 
owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  waters,  in  fact, 
some  of  the  tributaries  were  bank  full  and  over- 
flowing in  places  at  beginning  of  the  week,  but 
this  week's  neap-tides  should  run  a  lot  of  the 
surplus  waters  down  and  the  river  soon  fine 
somewhat  again  and  be  in  trim  by  end  of  week ; 
as  the  weather  is  somewhat  fine  and  frosty  there 
is  some  prospect  of  the  pike  fisher  having  fair  sport 
during  the  week.  The  Hull  Eoach  Club  held  their 
annual  meeting  at  the  Golden  Cross  Hotel  on  Thursday 
evening,  Dec.  19,  and  elected  their  officers  for  1902. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Foulds  was  elected  to  the  presidential 
chair,  Mr.  Mark  Darby  to  assist  in  the  vice  chair  ;  Mr. 
T.  Sharpe,  treasurer ;  and  Mr.  I.  W.  Sleet,  hon.  sec. ; 
Mr.  T.  Bardsley  to  have  care  of  the  scales  and 
weights.  This  club  has  passed  a  resolution  to  only 
weigh  in  for  prizes  at  the  matches  "  roach  and  dace," 
and  to  hold  their  annual  dinner  in  conjunction 
with  the  North  Myton  Angling  Association  early 
in  January ;  another  new  angling  society  is  being 
formed  to  swell  our  already  large  number  of  local 
clubs  by  the  employees  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  at  the  George  and  Dragon  Hotel,  in  George 
Yard,  Mr.  N.  Charlton  being  elected  secretary  pro  fcm., 
the  first  meeting  to  take  place  on  Jan.  10  at  7.30  p.m., 
when  a  code  of  rules  and  regulations  will  be  submitted 
for  approval.  The  East  Hull  Band  Angling  Society 
held  their  annual  spread  and  prize  presentation 
the  other  evening  at  the  Lincoln  Arms,  in  Beaumont- 
street,  and  amongst  the  winners  of  the  prizes 
were  the  club's  gold  medal  for  most  points  to 
Mr.  J.  Lawson,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Harrison,  L.  Linsley, 
and  G.  Harris  also  receiving  prizes. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  period  of  writing  weather  indications  pointed 
to  the  celebration  of  an  old-fashioned  Christmas,  for 
snow  covered  the  hills  and  valleys  and  skating  was 
in  full  swing  in  all  directions.  This  means,  of 
course,  little  or  no  fishing.  The  river  on  Monday 
(Dec.  23)  was  running  in  splendid  ply  for  either 
chub  or  pike,  but  scarcely  a  rod  was  at  work, 
so  severe  was  the  frost.  At  Shardlow  on  Friday 
(Dec.  20)  Mr.  T.  D.  Lewis,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
tried  for  pike  with  the  live  bait,  and  landed  a  brace  of 
about  101b.  He  also  creeled  some  very  choice  chub 
by  the  aid  of  pith  and  brains.  At  Sawley  Mr.  E. 
Bayley  scored  amongst  roach  on  the  closing  days  of 
the  week  with  gentles,  which  must  be  now  extremely 
difficult  to  procure. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  ordinary  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  was  held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  18,  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  in  the 
chair.  After  the  usual  business,  reports  were  read 
from  the  society's  agents  at  Deal  and  Ballycotton. 
IMembers  present  not  having  been  afloat  during  the 
past  week  no  reports  were  brought  forward,  but 
discussion  ensued  upon  fishing  prospects,  favourite 
fishing  ground,  tackle,  and  other  subjects  of  interest. 
At  the  request  of  the  chairman  the  secretary 
reported  that  the  committee  had  made  the  following 
awards  to  prize  winners  at  the  November  competition 
at  Deal: — Pier  Competition,  Nov.  16 — First  prize, 
silver  medal,  to  G.  E.  Beasley.  Nov.  17 — First 
prize,  silver  medal,  to  Mrs.  Walter  Summers.  Boat 
Competition,  Class  I. — The  society's  gold  medal  and 
the  Deal  Corporation  challenge  cup  to  R.  J.  Sowter. 
Class  II.,  Nov.  24 — First  prize,  silver  medal,  E.  J. 


Holbron.  Nov.  .25— First  prize,  silver  medal,  A.  E. 
Litchfield.  Class  III.,  Nov.  23 — First  prize,  silver 
medal,  R.  C.  H.  Corfe  ;  second  prize,  bronze  medal. 
Nov.  24 — First  prize,  silver  medal,  B.  F.  Stratton  ; 
second  prize,  bronze  medal,  W.  K.  Summers.  Nov. 
25 — First  prize,  silver  medal,  H.  Marks;  second  prize, 
bronze  medal,  C.  W.  Croft  Handley  and  Mrs.  Cotes,  a 
tie;  a  medal  to  each.  Class  IV.,  Nov.  23— B.  F. 
Stratton  was  the  winner,  and  on  Nov.  21,  K.  C.  H. 
Corfe,  but  being  prize  winners  in  Class  III.  could 
not  under  the  rules  take  prizes  for  these  wins.  On 
Nov.  25,  first  prize,  silver  medal,  W.  Burgess. 
Members  were  requested  to  note  that  under  the  rules 
the  next  ordinary  meeting  of  the  society  would  be  held 
on  Jan.  8,  1902.  The  meeting  was  brought  to  a  close 
by  the  customary  toast  of  the  society  and  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 

W.  H.  W.  Grove,  Secretary. 
[Unfortunately,  the  above  arrived  too  late  for  inser- 
tion last  week.] 


GOOD  ENOUGH  TO  BE  TRUE. 


An  old  chap  out  at  Windsor  said,  "  Oh  !  how  I  wish 
In  the  King's  noble  lake  I  might  sometimes  fish — 
I  believe  he  would  let  me — as  sure  as  I'm  Brown, 
I'll  ask  him  the  question  when  I  am  in  town.'' 

Now  when  the  old  chap  to  London  had  come. 
He  found  that  the  King  to  Windsor  had  gone. 
Then  said  old  Brown,  "  What  a  fool  here  to  roam  ! 
I'd  a  seen  the  King  sooner  had  I  stopped  at  home." 

So  back  then  to  Windsor  the  old  chap  did  stump) 
(The  way  it  was  long,  and  it  gave  him  "  the  hump  ") ; 
But  he  soon  found  the  King — I  assure  you  it's  true. 
Said  the  King  to  old  Brown,  "  What  can  I  do  for  you?  " 

"  Oh,  pray,  Mr.  King,  I  have  one  simple  wish — 
In  the  lake  by  the  Wheatsheaf  will  you  let  me  fish  ? 
Just  write  it  on  paper — yes  !  thanks,  that'll  do. 
Now  I  think  I  must  find  just  a  summat  for  you." 

The  King  into  hearty  laughter  then  broke 
(You  know  how  our  Edward  enjoys  a  good  joke), 
While  old  Brown  he  dived  deep  down  in  his  fob, 
"Here  you  are  Mr.  King — for  yourself — here's  a  bob." 

The  King  took  the  "  bob,"  with  a  smile  sweet  and 
bland. 

Then  put  ten  golden  pounds  in  the  old  chap's  hand. 
Said  old  Brown  "  you're  a  brick,  to  accept  it  I'm 
willing, 

But  if  I'd  known  you'd  such  wealth  I'd  not  a.  guv 

YOU  THAT  SHILLING." 


THE  AMWELL  MAGNA  FISHERY. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  members  of  this  fishery 
was  held  on  Friday,  Dec.  13,  at  the  Albion  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  Mr.  Francis  Howse,  the  honorary 
secretary  and  treasurer,  presiding.  Mr.  John  Cousens 
occupied  the  vice-chair,  and  there  were  present  about 
twenty-five  members  and  friends.  The  chairman,  in 
proposing  "  Continued  success  and  prosperity  to  the 
Amwell  Magna  Fishery,"  announced  that  the  society 
was  celebrating  its  diamond  jubilee  year,  having  been 
established  as  far  back  as  1841.  Sixty  years  ago  the 
membership  was  limited  to  ten.  Several  miles  of  water 
had  since  been  added  to  the  fishery,  and  the  membership 
raised  to  twenty-five.  They  had  now,  probably,  the 
finest  trout  water  in  the  kingdom  in  the  portion  of  the 
New  River  which  the  society  leased,  and  that  water  was 
maintained  at  its  high  level  by  systematic  restocking. 
The  old  water,  he  regretted  to  say,  had  been  very 
seriously  affected  by  the  pollution  from  the  Hertford 
Sewage  Works,  and  in  one  reach,  as  a  consequence, 
the  keepers  had  informed  him  that  there  was  probably 
not  a  fish  left. 

To  show  what  this  water  was  between  thirty  and  fifty 
years  ago  he  mentioned  that  on  Feb.  20,  1851,  Mr. 
Henry  Wix  had  three  jack,  IG^lb.  ;  while  roach  fishing 
with  tight  line,  he  had  in  September,  1857,  251b.  of 
roach,  and  November,  1857,  31^1b.  of  roach.  On 
July  25,  1861,  Mr.  Tom  Howse  and  his  son  took  twenty- 
two  brace  of  perch,  eight  jack,  and  two  dozen  gudgeon. 
On  Sept.  .30,  1867,  Mr.  Thomas  Howse  took  ten  jack, 
421b.,  at  the  meeting  of  the  waters;  on  July  9,  1869, 
the  same  angler  and  he  (the  speaker)  secured  thirteen 
jack,  weighing  441b.,  and  ten  perch  at  the  same  spot. 
They  could  not  now  show  such  results.  During  the 
past  season  their  members  had  secured  many  trout  up 
to  61b.  each.  They  had  lost  since  the  last  dinner  their 
oldest  member,  Mr.  Troup,  who  died  at  the  ripe  age  of 
ninety-one  on  May  1.  Every  previous  May  1  for  at 
least  thirty  years  had  seen  the  old  angler  on  their 
water  in  search  of  the  big  trout.  The  society  was,  as 
usual,  in  a  sound  financial  condition.  Other  toasts 
followed,  and  Mr.  George  Corbie,  clerk  to  the  Lea 
Conseivanoy,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  chairman, 
said  that  now  the  East  London  Water  Company  had 
taken  possession  of  the  Hertford  Sewage  Farm  it  was 
probable  that  the  pollution  from  that  source  would  be 
stopped. — Field. 


ROYAL  ASHTON  ANGLING  SOCIETY, 
BOLTON. 


This  society,  which  has  recently  bcea  formed  by  a 
number  of  local  gentlemen,  bids  fair  to  become  the 
leading  angling  society  of  Bolton  and  district.  The 
membership  is  limited  to  forty-five,  and  it  must  be 
very  gratifying  to  the  founder  to  fiod  that  within  lean 
than  twelve  weeks  from  the  first  meeting  that  the 
full  number  of  members  have  been  secured,  and  that 
many  desirous  of  joining  have  had  to  be  reluctantly 
refused.  The  society  are  to  be  complimented  on 
having  secured  for  their  president  Mr.  Alderman  J. 
Chorlton,  a  gentleman  not  only  well  known  in  social 
circles,  but  an  ardent  and  enthusiastic  angler  withal. 
The  committee,  of  which  Mr.  R.  Gratrix  is  chairman, 
are  leaving  nothing  undone  to  forward  the  interest  of 
the  society,  and  negotiations  are  now  in  progress  for 
securing  the  sole  rights  of  certain  waters  for  the  use 
of  the  members.  "The  headquarters  of  the  society  is 
the  Founder's  Arms  Hotel,  and  on  Thursday  (Dec.  5) 
the  members  and  a  few  friends  were  entertained  to 
dinner  by  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Thomas  Ashton,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  formal  inauguration  of  the  society. 
The  after  proceedings  were  presided  over  by  the  chair- 
man, Mr.  R.  Gratrix,  and  after  the  usual  loyal  toasts 
had  been  honoured,  the  "  Success  of  the  Royal  Ashton 
Angling  Society "  was  proposed,  and  received  with 
much  enthusiasm.  Hopes  were  expressed  for  a 
continuance  of  the  successful  begirming.  After  the 
"Health  of  the  Treasurer"  had  been  submitted,  the 
evening  was  spent  in  a  most  social  manner. 

Hon.  Sec. 


"GLIMPSES  OF  OUR  SALMON 
FISHERIES." 


Mb.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  F.R.S.E.,  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Salmon  Fisheries  for  Scotland,  recently  read  a 
paper  before  the  Edinburgh  Association  of  Science 
and  Arts  on  "  Glimpses  of  Our  Salmon  Fisheries." 
Mr.  Calderwood  said  for  the  proper  understanding  of 
any  branch  of  our  fisheries  it  was  necessary  to  have  a 
good  working  knowledge  of  the  fishes  "themselves. 
He,  therefore,  divided  his  subject  as  follows  : — (1)  The 
life  history  of  the  salmon,  and  the  leading  problems 
connected  therewith ;  and  (2)  the  methods  of  capture, 
and  the  regulations  in  force  in  connection  with  Scot- 
tish salmon  fisheries.  Starting  from  the  redd  in  which 
the  eggs  of  the  salmon  are  laid,  the  hatching  and 
growth  of  the  fry  were  described,  and  the  distinctive 
features  of  parr  and  young  trout  were  shown.  The 
variations  in  growth  of  smolts,  and  of  the  time  at 
which  they  descend  to  the  sea,  as  well  as  of  the  time 
when  they  apparently  return  grilse,  were  then  treated. 
This  habit  of  migrating  to  the  sea  Mr.  Calderwood 
believed  to  be  the  result  of  food-searching.  The  food 
of  the  salmon  in  the  sea  was  said  to  be  chiefly  herring 
and  sand-eels,  as  well  as  the  young  of  other  fishes, 
with  an  admixture  of  Crustacea ;  and  the  contention 
that  salmon  do  not  feed  in  fresh  water  after  feeding 
in  the  sea  was  supported.  Spawning  in  sea-water  was 
declared  to  be  impossible ;  and  the  opinion  held  by 
some  that  the  grilse  is  not  a  transition  stage  in  the  life 
history  of  the  salmon  was  negatived.  In  the  second 
part  of  the  paper  it  was  contended  that  the  best 
mterests  of  the  fisheries  were  really  the  interests  of 
both  sportsmen  in  the  upper  waters  and  netsmen  in 
estuaries  or  on  the  coast.  The  right  of  salmon  fishing 
as  a  heritable  property  derived  from  the  Crown  was 
then  touched  upon,  as  as  an  explanation  of  the  lines 
along  which  Scottish  salmon  fishery  legislation  had 
developed.  But  the  salmon  was  not  a  royal  fish  like  the 
sturgeon  or  the  whale.  The  latter  was  the  chief  royal 
fish,  and  some  curious  old  provisions  regarding  the 
taking  of  whales  were  quoted  to  show  that  only  large 
whales  could  be  understood  as  King's  property.  The 
great  importance  of  Scottish  salmon  fisheries,  as  com- 
pared with  either  Irish  or  English,  as  shown  by 
returns  of  fish  marketed,  was  then  dealt  with,  and  tlic 
different  methods  of  catching  fish  on  the  coast  and  in 
the  rivers  were  described.  At  the  close  of  the  paper, 
which  was  illustrated  with  an  interesting  series  of 
slides,  Mr.  Calderwood  was  heartily  thanked. — Glusijou: 
Herald. 


ESCAPE  AND  CAPTURE  OF  A  PRISONER 
BY  A  CROCODILE. 


A  NICE  little  story  comes  from  Tawao,  where  owing 
to  the  insecurity  of  the  gaol  a  prisoner  managed  to 
escape.  A  careful  search  was  made  all  round  the 
settlement  without  finding  the  runaway.  After  some 
days  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  approached  two 
coolies  on  the  nearest  tobacco  estate,  and  did  his  best 
to  entice  them  to  "make  tracks  "  wich  him.  The 
coolies,  however,  were  loyal,  and  said  they  would  think 
over  it  and  let  him  know  the  next  night.  They  agreed 
to  meet  in  the  jungle  near  the  sea;  meanwhile,  after 
securing  some  food,  the  prisoner  returned  to  his  hiding 
place  in  a  tree  like  his  brother  orang  utan,  The 
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coolies,  thinking  of  the  reward  offered  for  the  capture 
of  runaways,  reported  the  matter  to  their  headman. 
The  latter  agreed  to  help  in  the  capture,  and  went 
with  tlie  coolies  to  the  meeting  place.  The  prisoner 
appeared  and  was  promptly  sprang  upon  by  his  would- 
be  captors,  but  the  gaol  bird  was  not  to  be  so  easily 
caught,  and  after  a  few  desperate  struggles  he  left  his 
coat  with  his  false  friends  and  escaped  into  the  sea. 
For  a  few  moments  only  was  the  anger  and  disappoint- 
ment great,  then  a  yell  of  Joy,  or  was  it  horror  ?  The 
runaway  had  run  straight  into  the  javv.s  of  a  crocodile, 
and  the  more  the  prisoner  yelled  and  struggled  the 
lighter  he  was  held,  until  hiumanity  on  the  part  of 
the  onlookers  prompted  them  to  assist  and  probably 
recapture  the  victim.  Their  yells,  added  to  those  of 
the  latterwith  brandishing  of  sticks,  so  frightened  the 
crocodile  that  he  let  go.  The  prisoner  was  hauled  out 
\u  a  very  scared  and  lacerated  state,  but  fortunately 
no  bones  were  broken  and  the  man  will  recover;  he 
declares  that  never  again  will  he  attempt  to  lun  away. 
At  one  stage  the  crocodile  was  fairly  entitled  to  the 
reward,  but  as  money  is  no  object  to  him  he  gave  up 
victim  and  claim,  and  i^  praised  by  all  concerned. 
It  is  recorded  somewhere  that  the  first  Resident 
of  Sandakan  kept  a  crocodile  under  his  lice  store. 
rerha[is  a  couple  in  the  gaol-yard  would  cause  our 
prisoners  to  think  first  before  attempting  to  escape.— 
Unthsli  Xurtli  Jionico  Herald. 


fRESnWATER  FISH— THEIR  HABITS 
AND  HAUNTS. 


At  their  rooms  in  the  Literary  Institute  recently 
the  mpmbers  of  the  Bromley  Naturalists'  Society 
listened  to  an  interesting  paper  written  by  Mr.  J.  Paul 
Taylor,  concerning  "Freshwater  Fish— Their  Habits 
and  Ha.unts."  Tbo  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Rudolf 
Beer,  F.L.S.  In  the  course  of  his  paper  Mr.  Taylor 
observed  that  it  must  be  looked  upon  as  only  a  frag- 
ment, omitting,  as  it  must,  any  scientific  description 
(such  as  a  natuialists'  hociety  might  natural] v  expect) 
of  the  structure  of  the  finny  tribe.  The  iish  with 
which  he  was  chitfiy  familiar  were  the  salmon  and 
trout  tribe,  the  carp  and  roach  tribe,  and  the  perch 
tribe.  To  thtse  must  be  added  the  pike,  which,  though 
a  fish  of  prfy,  was  very  different  m  appearance  and 
structure.  It  was  thought  by  some  that  the  salmon 
was  only  a  trout  that  hss  for  many  generations  formed 
sea-going  habits,  but  that  was  only  a  guess  ;  and  it 
migiit  as  well  be  said  that  the  trout  was  a  degenerattd 
Halmon  vihich  has  lost  its  way  to  the  sea.  A  sea- 
trout  which  has  been  for  some  months  up  in  fresh 
water  would  lose  its  brilliant  silvery  coating,  and 
appear  almost  exactly  like  a  sort  of  common  trout 
without  red  spots,  which,  by  the  way,  were  absent 
from  the  common  trout  of  some  rivers.    So  much  had 


been  written  of  the  habits  of  the  salmon  that  he  need 
only  recapitulate  their  leading  characteristics.  At  a 
time  of  year  varying  greatly  in  different  districts  each 
baby  salmon,  in  company  with  hundreds  of  others, 
emerged  from  the  egg  as  an  alevinof  three-quarters  of 
an  inch  in  length,  looking  like  a  piece  of  thread  with 
a  transparent  bag  attached  to  it.  These  little  creatures 
lurked  under  stones  and  in  crevices  of  the  gravel  as 
much  as  possible  for  some  weeks,  but  nevertheless 
were  eaten  by  the  thousand  by  all  sorts  of  enemies  — 
fish,  birds,  and  even  beetles  feeding  on  them.  The 
few  that  escaped,  having  absorbed  the  contents  of  the 
yolk-sac,  took  on  the  form  of  graceful  fish  and  began 
to  look  for  food.  This  they  found  in  the  shape  of 
the  tiny  insects  and  shellfish  that  cling  to  weeds. 
Having  grown  about  six  inches  in  the  course  of  eight 
to  ten  months,  they  begin  to  travel  seawards,  and 
gradually  assumed  a  coating  of  loose,  shiny  scales, 
which  marked  them  out  as  smolts.  Having  reached 
the  sea  they  were  believed  to  travel  some  miles  out, 
ar:;d  were  known  to  return  grown  from  21b.  to  81b.  in 
weight.  They  were  then  known  as  grilse,  but  it  is  not 
till  the  following  year  that  they  were  perfect  salmon, 
and  could  reproduce  their  species.  It  was  known  that 
the  salmon  must  feed  voraciously  in  the  salt  water, 
but  just  now  a  warm  discussion  was  going  on  as  to  the 
extent  to  which  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water,  some 
extreme  men  among  the  scientists  contending  that 
they  could  not  do  so  at  all,  or  at  least  could  digest 
nothing,  on  account  of  the  atrophied  state  of  the 
stomach,  but  it  has  been  proved  that,  at  least  in  some 
cases,  salmon  did  feed  quite  regularly  and  persistently. 
With  regaid  to  the  other  members  of  the  salmon 
tribe,  the  chief  repre-entative  was  the  common  trout, 
a  beautiful  f  lad  delicious  pink-spotted  fish  well-known 
to  nicst  of  tl  em.  In  -shape  it  resembles  the  salmon, 
but  is  rather  shorter  and  thicker  in  proportion.  The 
grayliiig,  though  classed  with  the  salmon  tribe,  was 
more  like  a  dace  in  appearance,  except  that  it  had  an 
enormously  developed  back  fin.  It  also,  like  fish  of 
the  carp  tribe,  spawned  in  the  spring.  Being  rather  a 
difficult  fish  to  )ear,  it  cannot  be  classed  among  useful 
fishes,  though  its  ways  are  very  curious  and  interesting. 
Perhaps  the  next  in  importance  was  the  carp  tribe,  to 
which  belong  the  tench,  the  chub,  the  roach,  the  dace, 
and  many  otheis.  Carp  and  tench  were  considered  on 
the  Contment  to  be  excellent  eating,  and  many  tons 
of  them  were  sold  every  year.  Carp  and  tench  grew 
to  an  enormous  size,  thirty  or  forty  pounds  being  not 
uncommon  in  Germany,  and  fish  of  eight  to  ten  pounds 
were  to  be  found  in  ponds  in  our  own  neighbourhood. 
The  perch,  so  well  known  to  every  schoolboy,  was  a 
typical  fish  of  prey,  and  was  armed  with  sharp  teeth 
both  in  lips  and  jaw,  and  fed  on  a  flesh  diet  almost 
entirely,  it  was  a  very  bold  and  handsome  fish,  rather 
thick  and  humpbacked  in  shape,  and  ornamented  by 
five  trans\eise  black  bars,  i.ni  by  a  large  and  very 
pi'cMy  back  fin.    It  commonly  grew  to  21b.  or  ;3lb. 


The  pike  was  the  only  native  representative  of  his  tribe 
and  an  evil  tribe  it  was.  He  was  of  a  long,  dart-lik 
shape,  destitute  of  dorsal  fin  proper,  and  adapted  to 
make  quick  darts  after  his  prey.  He  had  jaws  almost 
like  a  crocodile,  and  powerful  teeth,  and  grew  to  301b. 
or  401b.  When  in  condition  and  taken  from  clear 
water,  he  was  fairly  eatable,  but,  like  carp  and  chub, 
he  usually  ate  like  a  bunch  of  wool  mixed  with  knitting 
needles.  Turning  to  the  senses  of  fish,  the  lecturer 
said  that,  though  internal  organs  of  hearing  were  at 
least  partially  developed  in  most  fish,  external  ones 
were  generally  entirely  absent.  He  thought  it  pro- 
bable that  some  fish  could  hear  a  little,  and  that  all 
are  very  sensitive  to  any  strong  vibrations  conveyed 
froni  the  bank  to  the  water  by  footsteps  or  otherwise, 
but  in  fifty  years'  experience  by  the  waterside  he  had 
never  noticed  that  a  fish  seemed  to  hear  anything, 
nevertheless  they  might  do  so.  With  regard  'to  eye- 
sight, many  fish  undoubtedly  possessed  this  in  a  higli 
degree,  and  could  even  see  round  a  corner,  if  one 
might  so  express  the  effect  of  refraction  of  the  rays  of 
light  by  water.  No  doubt  they  could  also  taste'  and 
smell,  for  they  would  reject  unsuitable  or  stale  food  in 
most  cases.  With  regard  to  the  haunts  of  fish,  he 
might  safely  say  that  a  man  who  studied  the  habits  of 
fish  would  find  himself  generally  surrounded  by  the 
most  lovely  sylvan  scenery  on  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  that  he  will  be  comparatively  cool  and  comfort- 
able in  the  heat  of  summer,  and  warm  and  sheltered 
in  the  blasts  of  spring  and  autumn.  The  lecturer 
then  went  on  to  describe  the  .process  of  fish  culture, 
and  illustrating  his  remarks  by  sketching  the  fish  on 
the  blackboard,  instanced  a  number  of  experiments, 
giving  also  a  few  of  his  own  experiences  in  the  art! 
He  interestingly  described  various  methods  adopted  by 
fish  culture  factories  and  others  for  keeping  the  joung 
fish  alive  after  hatching,  and  suggested  plans  by  which 
amateurs  might  themselves  hatch  fish  on  a  small  scale. 
In  conclusion,  he  mentioned  tliat  successful  experi- 
ments had  been  made  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  but  the 
poor  quality  of  water  in  the  ponds  was  much  against 
them. — Bcj-U'!/  Times. 


The  natives  of  Tutuila,  one  of  the  islands  of 
Oceania,  have  a  peculiar  method  of  catching  fish.  At 
a  given  signal  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  assem- 
ble on  the  seashore,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hun- 
dred persons,  each  one  carrying  a  branch  of  the  cocoa 
palm.  With  these  in  their  hands  they  plunge  into 
the  water,  and  swim  a  certain  distance  from  the  shore, 
when  they  turn,  forming  a  compact  semi-circle,  each 
one  holding  bis  palm  perpendicular  in  the  water',  thus 
making  a  sort  of  sieve.  The  leader  of  the  party  then 
gives  a  signal,  and  the  fishers  all  approach  the  sea- 
shore gradually,  in  perfect  order,  driving  before  them 
a  multitude  of  fishes  that  are  cast  on  the  sands  and 
killed  with  sticks. 
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STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  LONDON  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


Abingdon,  B,  Berks,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Addlestoke  OVey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2(1 
Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Esse.\,  36,  3s.  '  " 
AMBERLEY  (Arun),  F,  Susse.x,  5s.  8d.,  54  (By  Eld' 

ridge's  Excursion,  3s.  6d.). 
AJIER.SHAM  (Misbourn),  I,  Buclis,  23}  ;  2s.  3d 
Ampthill  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  2d 
Akdleigh  (Stour),  A,  Esse.x,  56  ;  4s.  9d. 
Arlesev  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  33.  lid 
ASHURST  (iledway),  F,  Kent,  32  ;  3s.  4d 
Ai  DLEV  End  (Cam),  A,  Esse.x,  44  ;  3s.  6jd. 
AVLESBCKY  (Tliame),  H  I,  Buclcs,  48  ;  3s.  Sd. 
K.iKcoMBK  Mills  (Ouse)  V,  Susse.\,  50  ;  5s.  6d. 
Battlesbridoe  (Crouch),  A,  Esse.\-,  29  :  2s.  4*d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  60  ;  6s. 
Berkhajirstead  (G..J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28  ;  2s  lid 
BIGGLESWADE  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s  4d 
BILLERICAY  (Chelraer),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  ''s 
BILLINGHURST  (Anui),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s  Sd 
Bishop  s  Stortford  (.Stort),  A,  Herts,  33  ;  2s  7d 
BLAKE  Hall  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  21,  Is.  94d. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46i  ;  4s.  lid 
BLtNHAJl  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68  ;  5s.  3d. 
JiLUNTlsHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Huuts,  74  ;  5s.  2d 
BOTTISHAJI,  A,  Cambs,  Cli  ;  5s.  Hd. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  283  ;  3s 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22i  •  2s  8d 
BOXMOOR  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  2ii  ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45  ;  3s.  lOd 
Braughing  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  SOi  ;  2s.  7id 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86} ;  7s.  Sid. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22  •  2s 
BROXBonRNE  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17i  ;  Is.  6d 
BUNTINGFORD  (Rib),  Herts,  33*  ;  2s.  lid. 
BuRES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  64  ;  4s.  6id 
Burnhaji-on-Crouch,  a,  Essex,  39  ;  3s  3d 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  771^:  6s  6d 
Burnt  Mux  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  25  ;  Is  ll}d 
BusHEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16  ;  Is.  8d 
Byfleei  (Wey),  D,  SuiTey,  21i ;  2s.  3d. 
Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  56i- 
4s.  Hid.  •      » . 

<-'halfont  Road  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks  22  •  's 
Chappel  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50+  ;  4s  2}d    '  "  ' 
CHEDDINGION  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36  ;  3s.  9d 
Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29}  ;  2s  6}d 
Chertsey  (Thames),  D,  Siu-rey,  22}  ■  "s  4d 
Chesham  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27  ;  2s  5d 
Cheshunt  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  14}  ;  is.  2d 
Chigwell  Lase  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  13}  ;  is.  lid 
Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27  :  2s  8d 
Cholsey  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id 
Chorley  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  5s.  Id 
Chorlet  Wood,  I,  Bucks,  20 ;  Is.  lOd 
Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62  ;  5s.  3d 
Cobham  fMole),  D,  Surrey,  18| ;  2s. 
Colchester  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  51}  ;  4s.  4}d 
Colne  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  67}  ;  4s.  6d. 
COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Bucks,  16}  ;  Is  8d 
COOKHAM  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  25}  ;  2s.  lOd 
COWDEN  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29  ;  3s. 


RAILWAY  REFERENCES. 


Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  f 

South  Eastern  (Charing  Cross,  Waterloo  g'. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge  U. 

and  New  Cross).  j  ' 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


Great  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  &  S.  C.  (London  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North-Western  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street), 


Cranbrook  (Medway),  C,  48  ;  4s. 
Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139  ;  lis 
CULHAM  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  56}  ;  5s  lOd 
Datohet  (Thames),  I),  Bucks,  28}  ;  2s  3d 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  Sd 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86}  ;  7s  3d 
Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Huuts,  76}  ;  5s  4d 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Siu-rey,  21}  •  2s 
EAST  Grinstead  (Jledway),  F,  Sussex,  30  :  3s.  6d 
East  Farleiqh  (Medway),  C,  Kent  44  •  4s 
EDENBRlDGE(Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s  'sd  ' 
Egham  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s  3d 
Elstkee  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12-  Is'  '>d 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38 ;  3s.  0}d  " 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  70}  ;  5s.  ll}d 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  •  Is 
Epping  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  5}d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Sm-rey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s  lOd 
Fittleworth  (Arun),  F,  62  ;  5s.  3d 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  4s  Id 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d 
FUL^VELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12| ;  Is  4d 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44} ;  4s  9d 
Goudhurst  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  :  3s.  10}d. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  IMissenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks  fg  •  2s  9d 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  76} ;  7s  2d 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28}  ;  3s.  2d 
GUNTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138 ;  10s 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  26}  ;  2s  3d 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62}  ;  4s.  8}d 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  14}  :  is  6d 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14} :  is  3d 
Harlington  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s.  l}d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27}  ;  2s  5d 
Harifield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  Ss  6d 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17}  ;  Is.  lOd 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),A,Essex,36 :  3s  Id 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  •  4s 
Hayward's  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37  :  4s 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35}  ;  3s.  9d 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24}  •  2s  6d 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11}  ■  is 
HILQAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  10}d. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  26  ;  2s.  8d 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lod 
Horsmonden  (Medway),  C,  40  •  4s 


Horsted  Keynes  (Ou.se),  F,  Sussex,  36} ;  3s.  lOd 
Hunstanton,  a,  Norfolk,  114} ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  63.  2d. 
HVTUK,  C,  66}  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irchester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  6il. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  33.  7d 
King  s  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  23.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82}  ;  6s.  lUd. 
Langford  Hall   Fishery   (Blackwater),  A, 
Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3}d.    (Change  at  Witham.) 
I  Langley  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16i  ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
:  Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  .50  ;  .5s.  2d. 

LINGFIELD  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
:  Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61}  ;  6s.  2id. 
LOCGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  0}d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117}  ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24}  ;  2s.  6d 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  33.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
JIanningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  6s.  0}d. 
March  (Nene,  &c.).  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (A.sh),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  ll}d. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  33.  3d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  4}d. 
Moulsford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  53.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9}  ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  lOs 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  l9j ;  is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  6s.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55} ;  5s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll}d. 
OXTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31}  ;  43. 
Pangbourne  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  :  4s  4d  i 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s.  ; 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d.  I 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pulborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  3s.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Radley,  B,  Berks,  68}  ;  6s  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  33.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s 


lllCK.MA.VsW0ltTH(Colne),  HI,Hert«,22}-  U  9i| 
KOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d.  ' 
RUDGWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  48.  2d 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  U,  Herts,  20  :  2«.  Id 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  68.  2d 
:  St.  Maroarkt's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20}  :  Is  9d 

St.  Neots  (Oubc),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  .0».  M. 
1  Sandy  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  48.  7d. 
Sawbridokwiirth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29-  "s  3!d 
Sklham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  .58.  6d 
Shalford  (Wey),  (,',  Surrey,  41  ;  38.  2<1 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  :  .58  9a 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  .58 
Shelford  (CanO,  A,  Cambs.  .55  ;  4s.  5id. 
Shenfikld  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20} ;  U  Sd 
Shepperton  (Thames),  ]),  .Middlesex,  I8»  •  -m 
Shiplake  (Thames),  li,  Oxford,  .35}  ;  .33  7.1 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18*  ;  is.  lid 
SOUTHMI.VSTER,  A,  Essex,  40 ;  .33.  4d 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  .Middlesex,  19}  ;  "s 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  29}  ;  2s.  64d 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  23.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandkville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  33.  «d 
SUDBUP.Y  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  .58}  ;  4s.  ll}d 
Sunbury  (Thames),  IJ,  .Middlesex,  16}  ;  U.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4il 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  4s.  lid 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  .5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3). I. 
Three  Bridges  (.Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29  ;  3s 
TiLEHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
TONBRIDGE  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  .3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  Ss.  3d. 
I'XBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is  7d 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23;  23.6(1. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  i),  Sm-rey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  33.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46:  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  33.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  .5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  4s.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32} ;  2s.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4s.  2d. 
M'ickford  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21}  ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  3}d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}: 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thms.ife  Colne),  D,Buck3,  21};2s.3d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  &c.).  A,  Norfolk,  122};  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38}  ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis 


ABOUT  LOUISIANA  CEAWFISH. 


The  crawfish  is  quietly  resting  on  his  oars,  busying 
himself  about  his  own  little  affairs,  building  mud 
chimneys  above  his  nest  to  protect  himself  from  the 
wily  raccoon's  reach,  and  awaiting  with  apparent 
composure  the  time  when  he  is  to  stagger  to  the 
centre  of  the  stage,  hind-end  foremost,  as  it  were,  and 
when  he  will  play  his  usual  engagement  of  sixtv  days 
with  the  epicures.  The  crawfish  is  peculiar  in'many 
respects,  but  this  fact  has  robbed  him  of  none  of  his 
sweetness  of  flavour,  nor  has  it  detracted  one  iota 
from  his  dietary  value  from  the  view-point  of  the 
epicurean  caterer. 

Measuring  between  the  earliest  appearance  of  the 
crawfish  in  the  local  market  and  the  latest  date  on 
which  he  is  found  in  the  market,  the  season  runs  for 
six  months.  But  fishermen  and  men  who  make  money 
out  of  the  crawfish  industry  count  simply  on  two 
mouths,  March  and  April.  During  these  two  months 
crawfish  are  plentiful  in  this  section,  and  all  through 
the  valley  above  this  point.  They  thrive  in  fresh 
water  in  shallow  lakes  and  bayous,  and  along  the 
edges  of  the  smaller  streams. 

Millions  of  these  creatures  are  marketed  and  con- 
sumed in  New  Orleans  annually.  They  are  a  delicious 
food  when  properly  prepared,  and  crawfish  bisque  has  I 
become  one  of  the  famed  dishes  of  this  city. 

How  many  ciawfish  are  marketed  and  consumed  ! 
during  the  season  in  this  city  cannot  be  estimated 
definitely.  Eoughly  speaking,  it  would  be  necessary  ! 
to  count  them  by  the  cart-load,  for  independent  of  the  | 
consumption  in  the  hotels  and  restaurants,  a  great  1 
quantity  is  consumed  by  families  who  gather  them  for  1 
themselves. 

At  the  fish  market  during  the  season  they  simply 
pour  in  from  all  sections.  They  are  caught  in  nets. 
They  are  docile  and  clumsy,  and  it  is  easy  enough  to 
gather  them  by  the  dozens.  They  are  always  found  in 
.shallow  water.  Their  reasoning  power,  if  they  have 
any  at  all,  is  at  a  low  ebb.  However,  they  have  learned 
something  about  defensive  methods,  and  one  may  be  ' 
convinced  of  this  by  an  examination  of  a  crawfish  nest 
at  the  edge  of  a  lagoon,  a  creek  of  a  bayou.  The  nest 
is  simply  a  hole  large  enough  to  admit  the  body.  It  is 
burrowed  below  the  water  level,  or  Is  connected  by  a  1 
small  tunnel  with  the  main  body  of  water,  so  that  the 
crawfish  may  have  access  to  the  stream  or  lagoon  for 
feeding  purposes.    Like  other  crustaceans,  he  is  fond 


of  vegetable  juices,  the  smaller  aquatic  insects  and 
things  of  that  sort. 

Above  his  nest  he  usually  constructs  a  mud  chimney, 
and  it  will  stand  sometimes  eight  or  ten  inches  above 
the  ground.  This  is  probably  a  defensive  institution. 
Eaccoons  are  fond  of  crawfish,  and  they  make  nightly 
pilgrimages  in  quest  of  these  crustaceans.  They  reach 
down  into  the  nests  wherever  they  find  them,  yank 
the  clawed  and  tentacled  fellows  out  and  devour  them 
on  the  spot.  Mud  chimneys  make  it  harder  for  the 
raccoon  to  reach  them,  and  ^at  least  puts  the  forest 
marauder  to  more  trouble.  "  The  ohimnevs  are  not 
works  of  art.  They  are  plain,  awkward  heaps  of  mud, 
but  built  in  layers  and  hollowed  out,  very  much  after 
the  fashion  of  the  mud  chimneys  built  by  man  in 
primitive  sections  of  the  world. 

These  nests  are  also  used  for  a  sort  of  place  of  refuge 
for  the  younger  members  ^when  they  begin  to  take  on 
the  form  of  their  kind,  and  before  they  are  able  to 
measure  strength  with  the  other  creatures  which  live 
under  the  same  conditions. 

The  crawfish  industry  has  been  of  slow  growth.  For 
more  than  one  hundred  years  persons  living  in  this 
section  have  known  how  to  use  them  for  food  purposes. 
But  many  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  way  that 
crawfish  are  served.  Crawfish  bisque  is  probably  the 
best  known  among  the  dishes  made  of  these  crustaceans. 
They  are  served  the  same  way.  They  are  thrown  into 
a  pot  of  boiling  water,  which  has  been  highly  seasoned 
with  salt  and  hot  peppers,  and  they  are  allowed  to 
remain  there  for  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  They  are 
then  taken  out  and  put  thiough  a  soaking  process  for 
thirty  minutes.  They  are  then  ready  to  be  served. 
They  are  placed  on  dishes,  covered  with  cracked  ice, 
and  ushered  out  to  the  epicure  who  may  order  them! 
They  are  used  in  making  soup,  and  they  give  a 
delightful  flavour  to  the  dish. 

Frequently  the  heads  of  crawfish  are  stuffed  with  a 
highly-flavoured  mixture  of  some  sort,  a  ad  they  are 
served  with  a  toast,  and  in  various  other  ways  they  are 
prepared  for  the  persons  who  are  fond  of  them. 

The  industry  is  not  confined  to  New  Orleans  or 
Louisiana.  It  has  spread  all  through  the  Mississippi  | 
valley,  and  up  as  high  as  St.  Louis  one  may  see  the 
caterers  serving  crawfish  in  season.  Here  in  Louisiana 
they  are  probably  more  plentiful  because  conditions 
are  more  favourable.  The  lowness  of  the  land  and 
the  peculiar  topography  of  the  countrv  give  the  craw- 
fish a  splendid  chance  to  thrive.    Here'he  is  prosperous 


fat,  and  saucy.  The  marshes  are  filled  with  sizelikes 
of  him.  A  season's  growth  is  sufiicient  to  make  him 
a  marketable  size.  In  spite  of  the  increased  demand 
and  consumption  the  rapidity  with  which  the  crawfish 
multiplies  has  enabled  him  to  keep  ahead  of  humanity';) 
appetite,  and  the  indications  are  that  he  will  hold  his 
own  as  long  as  there  is  water  enough  in  the  land  for 
him  to  wallow  in.~New  Orleans  Times-Democrat. 


IZAAK  WALTOX. 

Air  :  "  Robin  Hood." 
[Pegm  the  veteran  W.  J.  Matthews  I  have  received 
these  lines  by  his  uncle,  John  Baddeley.  If  not  in  the 
highest  flight  of  poetry  they  serve  to  show  how  the 
gentle  spirit  of  Old  Izaak  influences  all  his  true 
disciples.] 

Izaak  Walton  was  an  angler  good, 
He  lived  in  fifteen  ninety-three. 
And  ninety  years  of  time  withstood 

In  peace  content  and  harmony. 
He  was  the  father  of  our  art, 

He  taught  from  Nature  what  he  knew, 
From  his  good  maxims  few  depart. 

Good  anglers  surely  find  them  true. 
So  excellent  was  his  advice, 

So  true  to  Nature  ev'ry  plan. 
What  he  has  written  few  dispise 

For  sm-e  he  was  an  honest  man. 
Let's  angle  with  some  angling  friend, 

Let's  roam  in  peace  with  all  mankind. 
When  tired  at  eve  a  shilling  spend 

To  cheer  the  heart  and  ease  the  mind. 
To  some  bleak  hall  we'll  wend  our  way, 
Or  rest  beneath  some  hawthorn  hedge 
To  hear  a  merry  milkmaid's  lay. 

And  with  a  cup  each  other  pledge. 
To  tell  a  tale,  some  ballad  sing. 

To  talk  of  sport  in  days  gone  by — 
Sure  these  will  true  contentment  bring, 
Dispel  each  care,  repress  each  sigh. 


Oriental  Books  formerly  issued  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co  now 
published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited  St 
Dunstan  s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London.  Publishers  to  the  India 
Office.— A  Catalogue  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  His. 
tones,  and  Indian  Government  Publications  can  be  had  ou 
application. 
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Corvesponbence. 

iWc  do  not  hold  oursclces  responsible  for  the  ojnnions 
expressed  by  our  CorreKpondents.'] 


SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES. 

r)EAB  Sir, — In  respect  to  the  above  subject 
which  has  been  lately  referred  to  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  following  may,  per- 
haps, interest  some  of  your  readers.  I  cull  the 
same  from  one  of  a  series  of  letters.  "  On  the 
Maimers  and  Customs  of  Westmorland,  etc.,  in  the 
former  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,"  and  which 
were  originally  printed  in  the  Kendal  Chronicle  in 
the  year  1812.  Writing  on  the  subject  of  food  the 
author  says  :  "  After  the  salmon  season  commenced 
great  quantities  of  this  modern  luxury  were  brought 
from  Carlisle  and  sold  in  Kendal  market  from  one 
penny  to  twopence  per  pound,  the  want  of 
spring  carriages  and  the  low  state  of  trade 
that  then  prevailed  in  Lancashire  offering  the  owners 
of  the  fish  no  inducement  to  carry  their  commodity 
farther  south.  The  abundance  and  cheapness  of 
salmon  in  the  southern  extremity  of  Westmorland  at 
the  time  we  are  speaking  of,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  following  circumstance :  indentures  are  said 
to  be  preserved  at  present  in  the  charity  school 
at  Kendal,  which  provide  that  the  boys  apprenticed 
by  them  shall  not  dine  on  this  kind  of  food  or  fish  in 
general  oftener  than  three  days  in  the  week." 

I  may  add  that  Kendal  is  situated  about  forty-five 
miles  by  road  from  Carlisle. — Yours  truly, 

"  Pdbness." 

[This  is  very  interesting.  Could  one  of  our  sub- 
scribers in  Kendal  ascertain  if  the  indentures  referred 
to  are  in  existence  ? — Ed.] 


METAL  EYE  FOR  DROPPER  FLY. 
Sib, — I  can  hardly  agree  with  "  Benwyan  "as  to  the 
use  of  a  metal  eye  for  fixing  droppers  on  casting  lines. 
In  the  first  place,  it  adds  to  the  weight — a  matter  of 
some  considerable  importance ;  it  also  shows  more ; 
and  finally,  if  a  single  sheet  bend  is  used  (which  is  the 
proper  name  of  the  jam  knot)  it  never  holds  well  on 
metal,  unless  the  eye  is  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same 
size  as  the  material  passed  through  it.  There  are  two 
or  more  gut  knots  which  will  admit  of  droppers  being 
readily  attached  to  the  casting  line,  and  quite  as  easily 
detached  as  they  could  be  from  a  metal  eye.  In  a  few 
days  I  will  send  you  patterns  or  sketches  of  these. — 
"^'ours  faithfully,  Edwin  Go.sling. 


A  UNIQUE  FORM  OF  TURBOT. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Western  Morning  News. 

Sib,— It  may  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  your 
valuable  paper  to  know  that  on  Saturday,  Nov.  30, 
ilr.  John  M.  Johns,  whilst  fishing  with  a  spiller  in 
Mevagissey  bay,  caught  a  unique  specimen  of  the 
ambicolorate  turbot  {rhombus  viaximus).  The  under 
side  was  an  exact  duplicate  not  only  in  colour,  but  the 
horny  tubercles,  which  are  the  distinguishing  feature 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  ncrmal-conditioned  species, 
were  in  this  instance  perfectly  represented  on  the 
reverse  side.  The  distribution  and  variation  of  colour 
in  the  larval  and  younger  forms  of  this  species  is  one 
of  the  most  intensely  interesting  studies  of  coloration 
in  the  whole  domain  of  nature.  After  a  gale  of  easterly 
wind  this  summer  I  found  these  little  fishes  in  great 
numbers  swimming  on  the  surface  among  some  floating 
seaweeds  in  our  harbour.  They  had  assumed  the 
particular  tint  of  the  olive-brown  weeds,  which  seemed 
so  unlike  any  colour  I  had  ever  seen  associated  with 
turbot  before.  I  was  able  to  secure  quite  a  number  by 
the  aid  of  a  dip  net,  which  I  deposited  in  a  new 
galvanised  pail.  After  some  little  time  a  friend  came 
along  and  enquired  what  I  had  in  the  pail.  I  replied 
"  Young  turbot."  He  said  "Where  are  they?"  At 
first  sight  I  was  very  much  surprised,  fearing  they  had 
really  disappeared,  but  on  closer  examination  I  found 
they  had  now  entirely  changed  from  the  delicate 
olive-brown  and  had  assumed  the  exact  colour  of  the 
pail,  and  so  rendered  themselves  indistinguishable. 

When  young  turbot  are  first  hatched  out  they  are 
transparent,  and  form  a  unique  object  for  microscopic 
study,  every  organ  of  the  body  being  readily  discern- 
ible, particularly  the  stomach.  You  are  able  to  trace 
the  process  of  digestion  and  assimilation,  the  circulation 
of  the  blood  with  its  white  corpuscles,  and  all  the 
hidden  functions  of  life.  At  this  stage  the  little 
creature  swims  on  its  edge,  with  an  eye  on  either  side, 
precisely  similar  to  the  John  Doree,  the  body  being 
thickly  studded  on  both  sides  with  pigment  cells. 
Within  a  few  days  the  eye  on  the  right  side  of  the  fish 
rises  upwards;  at  the  same  time  the  fish  tilts  to  the 


Ltka  PISCITORTA  ;  Original  Lyrics  on  fish.  Hies,  Fishing  and 
FisheiTuen.  By  CoTSWolu  ]sts,  XI. A.,  Author  of  "Handy  Guide 
to  Dry-Fly  Fishing,"  etc.  The  IHeld  sajs:  "  Cotswold  Isys  has 
written  some  of  the  sweetest  angling  p^'etry  of  our  time.  .  .  . 
'  Lyra  Piscatoria'  is  a  delightful  volume.  '  The  Amateur  An^ltr 
says  :  "  All  the  poems  are  refreshing,  many  of  them  superb  ;  the 
genial  humour,  for  example,  of  '  Dinner  al  fresco '  is  as  good  as 
anything  I  remember."  The  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Author,  addressed  to  87,  King  Street,  Covent  Garden,  at  the 
t;«ducca  price  of  2s.  id. 


right,  and  as  the  eye  travels  towards  the  edge  so  the 
body  assumes  a  more  horizontal  position.  All  this 
time  the  action  of  the  light  on  the  pigment  cells  on 
the  upper  surface  or  back  of  the  fish  are  increasing 
their  area.  They  join  and  flow  together,  forming  a 
continuous  patch  of  colour  over  the  whole  upper  side, 
whilst  on  the  reverse  side  the  absence  of  light  renders 
the  coloured  pigment  cells  inoperative,  and  the  whole 
under  side  becomes  a  dead  white.  But  if  the  eye 
encounters  any  obstruction  in  its  journey  over  the 
edge,  the  turning  process  is  arrested,  and  the  fish  is 
detained  a  longer  period  at  an  angle  which  enables  the 
light  to  strike  both  sides  of  the  body.  Then  the 
pigment  cells  of  the  under  side  are  rendered  active, 
and  the  process  of  distributing  colour  proceeds  on  both 
sides  alike. — Yours  truly,  Matthias  Dunn. 

Mevagissey,  Dec.  2. 


ANGLING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Sib, — At  a  time  when  anglers  are  grumbling  (and 
not  without  reason)  at  the  rivers  generally  being  out 
of  condition  and  fish  off  the  feed,  it  is  a  little  refreshing 
to  know  that  one  river  is  behaving  better.  I  refer  to 
our  quiet  little-  River  Ivel.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sandy — to  wit,  Beeston  Staunch — two  of  our  locals, 
"  Pongo  "  Munns  and  Joey  George,  have  quite  rivalled 
the  best  deeds  of  any  Waltonians  since  the  days  of 
good  old  Izaak  himself,  as  the  following  catches  will 
show : — 

Tuesday,      Nov.  26    341b.  5oz. 

Wednesday,    „    27    451b.  8oz.  (largest  fish  l^lb.). 

Thursday,      „    28    231b.  2oz. 

Friday,  „    29    241b.  7oz. 

Saturday,       „    30    311b.  12oz. 

Monday,       Dec.   2    271b.  4oz. 

Tuesday,         ,,      3     91b.  4oz. 


Total    1951b.  lOoz. 
(Did  not  go  out  on  Sunday — good  menM) 

Not  a  bad  average  for  seven  days'  fishing.  They 
were  all  roach,  and  caught  fairly  with  rod  and  line. 
Fish  were  duly  weighed  in  to  their  credit  at  the 
Biggleswade  Angling  Club's  headquarters.  Bear  Inn, 
Biggleswade.  I  should  say  they  wiU  give  the  gross 
weight  prizes  a  good  shaking. 

Beeston  Staunch  is  close  to  Sandy  Station,  well 
within  ten  minutes'  walk,  and  it  is  well  known  to 
many  of  our  noted  roach  men.  Now  is  their  time  ! — 
Yours  truly.  Kingfisher. 

P.S. — Many  of  the  fish  went  lib.  and  over. 


THE  RATING  1 1  OF  FISHERIES. 

Deae  Sib, — Would  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
state  how  the  salmon  fisheries  in  Scotland  and  Ireland 
are  rated.  Do  they  pay  upon  the  full  rateable  value  or 
ouly  a  quarter  for  town^  improvements — such  as  sani- 
tary rate,  gas  rate,  etc. 

I  have  heard  that  this  question  has  been  fought  out 
in  both  Ireland  and  Scotland  ;  if  so,  would  you  give  a 
report  of  each  case  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Fisldng 
Gazette  I — Yours  truly, "  Stop  Net. 


"GOT  A  BITE"— A  HINT  TO  COLLECTORS 
OF  ANGLING  PICTURES. 

Dear  Sib,— Some  time  ago  a  humorous  engraving 
appeared  in  these  columns,  possibly  in  the  last  Christ- 
mas number,  bearing  the  above  title.  It  represents 
an  old  fellow,  on  whose  right  thumb  a  i^ike  has  closed 
his  horrid  jaws,  dancing  about.  To  my  surprise  I  saw 
quite  recently  what  appears  to  be  the  original  oil 
painting  (certainly  not  a  new  canvas)  in  the  window 
of  a  curio  shop  here.  As  it  was  of  no  use  to  me  I  did 
not  enquire  the  price,  nor  even  enter  the  shop.  I 
merely  mention  the  fact.  It  was  shown  (out  of  the 
frame)  in  the  window  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Blackie,  antique 
furniture  dealer,  28,  Queen-street,  Edinburgh.  How 
long  it  may  be  there  I  cannot  possibly  know.— Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


TENACITY  OF  LIFE  IN  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — A  week  ago  a  friend  and  myself  had  a 
day's  fishing  in  the  Trent.  I  caught  a  roach  about 
^Ib.  in  weight  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  threw 
it  on  the  bankside  until  we  left  the  waterside,  which 
would  be  about  3.30.  I  put  it  ia  the  basket  and 
brought  it  home,  arriving  just  after  six  o'clock,  the 
fish  having  then  been  taken  from  the  water  fully  four 
hours.  It  was  taken  out  of  the  basket  upon  arriving 
home — where  it  had  been  wrapped  in  paper — and  was 
found  to  be  still  alive.  We  put  it  in  a  bowl  of  water, 
and  after  a  few  minutes  it  began  to  revive  ;  it  certainly 
was  not  very  lively  at  the  start,  being  first  on  its 
belly  and  then  on  its  back  up  to  the  time  of  going  to 
bed  at  eleven  o'clock.  I  was  half  a  mind  to  kill  it, 
thinking  it  was  in  pain,  but  being  curious  to  see 
whether  it  would  really  recover,  I  decided  to  leave  it 
until  morning,  which  I  did,  and  found  it  next  morning 
as  lively  as  a  cricket,  and  it  is  still  living — a  week  after 
being  caught.  Can  you  tell  me  whether  this  is  an 
unusual  occurrence  ?  This  is  not  an  exaggeration  but 
true,  and  I  hope  you  will  favom-  me  with  a  reply. — 
Yours  respectfully,  F.  Loukes. 

Sheffield. 


PATERNOSTERING  FOR  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  explain  the  following  : — Last 
season  I  tried  the  paternoster  for  the  first  time,  used 
as  follows  :  About  eighteen  inches  above  lead  is  a 
"  Jardine  "  snap,  the  end  triangle  being  fixed  inside  of 
bait,  the  other  in  lip.  I  caught  five  pike  in  about  one 
hour  this  way ;  I  have  tried  the  same  method  times 
without  number  since,  but  cannot  secure  a  single  fish  ; 
it  is  most  mysterious,  for  nearly  every  cast  the  bait 
comes  home  mauled  and  dead,  having  been  bitten. 
I  keep  the  line  taut,  but  never  feel  a  bite.  Sometimes 
where  I  know  the  depth  I  use  a  float  but  it  never  goes 
under  although  it  quivers;  I  put  this  down  to  the 
struggles  of  the  bait.  Tackle  is  used  as  per  John 
Bickerdyke's  "  .\ngling  for  Pike."  I  cast  out,  wait  a 
few  minutes,  draw  in  a  couple  of  yards,  wait  again,  and 
so  on ;  when  the  bait  comes  home  it  is  invariably  as  I 
stated  before.  Same  happens  with  a  single  hook.  I 
should  be  grateful  for  any  information  on  this  subject. 
—Yours  faithfully,  Puzzled  Patebnosterer. 


THE  SALMON  CLAUSE  IN  INDENTURES. 

Deab  Sir, — As  I  made  diligent  search  and  enquiry 
some  years  ago  as  to  the  existence  of  the  above,  perhaps 
I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  found  no  foundation 
for  the  statements  that  apprentices  should  not  be 
required  to  eat  salmon  more  than  twice  a  week. 

It  appears  to  be  an  international  fable,  and  was 
probably  originated  by  lovers  of  what  have  become 
rare  delicacies  as  a  growl,  or  "  kick,"  against  the  cost 
of  same. 

I  find  a  pimilar  fable  here  in  Germany,  substituting 
the  sturgeon  for  the  salmon.  Probably  the  same 
"  auld  wife's  tale"  exists  iu  Russia  as  to,  caviare,  and 
in  China  as  to  edible  birds'  nests. — Yours  truly. 

Hamburg,  Dec.  15.  Seehund. 

[A  case  of  tonjotirs  perdrix,  in  fact. — Ed.] 


MARKING  SALMON. 
Deab  Sib, — I  thought  I  would  like  to  tell  what  I 
think  might  do  for  marking  salmon.  A  ring  made  of 
any  metal  wire,  flattened  to  the  thickness  of  a  shilling, 
an  eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  and  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  or  less  in  diameter,  inside  punched  with  name, 
weight,  and  date.  Anyone  catching  the  fish  so  marked 
can  open  the  ring,  scrape  it,  and  so  see  the  lettering 
plain.  To  ring  the  fish,  insert  the  ring  in  the  under 
part,  close  up  between  the  tail  and  the  first,  second, 
or  third  rays,  as  suits  ;  there  will  then  be  no 
obstruction,  and  the  fish  will  not  know  it  is  there. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  J.  Matthews. 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  NEWCASTLE- 
ON-TYNE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  regard  to  the  letter  signed  by  W. 
G.  Woodall  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  re  "  Coarse 
Fishing  near  Newcastle,"  there  is  certainly  pike  and 
other  coarse  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  Tyne  and 
adjacent  rivers.  A  fair  catch  of  pike  was  recently 
made  at  the  "  Haughs,"  Prudhoe,  lOJ  miles  from 
Newcastle.  I  also  hear  of  some  good  sport  in  the 
"  Pont,"  near  Ponteland,  which  is  about  nine  miles 
from  Newcastle.  Pike  have  also  been  caught  in  the 
lake  at  Gosforth  Park,  a  suburb  of  Newcastle.  The 
spot  par  excellence  is  without  doubt  the  river  Blyth  at 
Plessy,  pike  and  other  coarse  fish  being  plentiful. 
Pike  have  also  been  recently  taken  from  Whittle 
Dene  reservoir.  Other  places  I  may  mention  are 
Capheaton,  Hexham,  and  Chollerford.  Sport  can  be 
obtained  at  these  places  in  more  or  less  variety.  The 
river  Wear  from  Chester-le-Street  to  Durham  contains 
a  quantity  of  coarse  fish.  I  think  your  correspondent 
will  have  no  difficulty  from  the  above  selection  in 
getting  ample  and  enjoyable  sport.  I  expect  to  receive 
a  little  booklet  issued  by  our  local  anglers'  federation 
which  will  be  ready  soon,  and  should  your  corre- 
spondent visit  Newcastle  and  will  call  on  me  I  will 
give  him  a  copy,  and  furnish  him  with  any  further 
details. — Yours  truly,  Henry  A.  Murton. 

87,  Grey-strpet ;  20,  22,  and  24,  Market-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

HOW  TO  EXTRACT  FISH-HOOKS. 
Dear  Sib, — ^Mr.  Gosling's  method  is  very  Spartan- 
like, in  "  to  set  your  teeth  and  pull  the  hook  out  with  a 
jerk,  the  same  way  as  it  went  in."  It  reminds  me  of 
a  trick  a  schoolboy  once  played  me.  He  said  he  would 
pull  a  hair  out  of  my  head  without  my  feeling  it,  and 
forthwith  pulled  a  hair  out,  and  gave  me  a  punch  on 
the  head  at  the  same  moment  1  I  would  advise  the 
wrapping  of  the  hook  to  be  carefully  removed  with  a, 
penknife,  a  drop  of  oil  to  be  put  on  the  shank,  and 
then  bring  the  point  of  the  hook  out  in  another 
place,  and  then  withdraw  the  hook  without  reversing 
the  barb.  This  method  saves  a  surgical  operation 
and  any  risk  of  severing  a  nerve  or  vein,  which  a 
sudden  jerk  backwards  might  do.  In  the  case  of  being 
hooked  by  one,  two,  or  three  hooks  of  a  triangle,  the 
brazed  end  could  easily  be  cut  off  by  a  village  black- 
smith—and then  the  method  already  described  bo 
followed  out.— Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Harland. 


l  i^nng  Oazette.  Decemb«r  21,  1901 


For  PARTICULARS   of  our  insurance   Coupon,  see 
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OADBURY'S  COCOA 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE, 
THEREFORE 

BEST 


Dr.  J.  M.  BARRIE  says:  "WHAT 
1  call  the  •  ARCADIA  '  in  '  My  lady 
Xiootine '  is  the  *  CKA  VEN  '  Mixture  and  no 
other.' 


^\h.  Sample  Tin,  2/6,  Postage  M.  extra 

J.  J.  CARRERAS, 

7.  WARDOUR  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE, 

LONDON,  W. 
OR  ANY  TOBACCONIST. 


THE  MOST  NUTRITIOUS. 

EPPS'S 

GRATEFUL- COMFORTING. 

COCOA 


BREAKFAST-SUPPER. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  X^td., 

FISHING  ROD  &  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS,  137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD; 

Factory  :  1,  8  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue  ;  Timber  Stores:  11,  Merlin's  Place  ;  LONDON,  E.C.  ' 
Agents  for  India  :  WALTER  LOCKE  &  CO.,  Calcutta,  Lahore  and  Simla. 

A  USEFUI-  CHBISTMAS  PRESENT.-SOLID  LEATHER  TACKLE  CASE. 


The  Case  is 
fitted  with  nine 
hook  and  fly 
divisions,  felt 
leaves,  cast  com 
partments,  box 
for  4-line  winder, 
&c.  A  splen 
didly  made  case, 
highest  class 
finish.  Price  8/6 
postage  M.  extra 

All'Anglers  should  send  for  our  New  Illustrated  Price  List,  over  200  Illustrations  post  free  on  receipt  of  post-card. 


Fitted  to  take 
Mounted  Lines, 
Casts,  Flies,  and 
Accessories. 
Made  of  speci- 
ally selected 
Calf.  No  angler's 
kit  is  complete 
without  such  a 
case. 


BUMSTED'SiSSSALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


UPTO  DATE  PIKE  TACKLE 

THE  "JAROiNE"  PIKE  ROD.    An  exact  copy  of  Mr.  JARDINE'S  Rod.  Two 
Tops,  Hollow  Butt,  25/-. 


THE  "YOREDALE"  PIKE  ROD,  12/6.  Ditto,  CREEN  HEART,  15/-. 

"tIARDINE" 


THE  "SPECIAL"  CREENHEART 

PIKE  ROD,  9/6. 

"BICKERDYKE"&  "JARDINE"  PIKE 

PATERNOSTERS,  Gimp,  1/-, 
Salmon  Gut,  t/6. 


GILLETT'S 

SEA-FISHING 
RODS 

{Pulley-End  Ring) 

From  4/6  to  2X/- 


Sea-Tackle  of  all  Descriptions  at 
LOW  PRICES. 


40,   Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 

(EaTABLISHED  200  YEARS.) 


THE  "HARROCATE" 

SPINNER,  1/9  post  free. 


LIVE  BAIT  TRACES, 

Short,  4(1. ;  Long,  6d,  ea. 


HANDY"  PIKE  CAC, 

6d.  each. 


SNAPS. 

3/-  doz. 

sllflEETH^ 
SADDLE 
SNAPS.  6d.  each. 

"  CHAPiVIAN  "  AND 
ARCHER"  SPINNERS 

1/6  each. 


GIMP  SPINNING 
TRACE,  WITH  ANTI- 
KINKINC  LEAD, 

I/-  each. 


To  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishers. 
W.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

14b,  North  John  Street,  Liverpool, 

will  be  pleased  to  give  adv  ce,  not 
only  Where  to  go,  and  How  to  fish,  but 
also  the  Best  Tackle  to  use. 

His  World-famed  Rods  in  Split 
Cane  or  Greenheart  for  Salmon  or 
Trout,  cannot  be  surpassed. 


Reels,  in  all  sizes,  made  in  Gun- 
metal,    Vulcanite,    Aluminium  and 
Brass. 


Spring  Trout  Files  dressed  on  the 
Patent  "Parfait"  Hooks. 


Salmon  Flies  of  all  descriptions  kept 
in  stock  or  dressed  to  pattern. 


"Hercules"  Casts  for  Trout  and 
Salmon,  are  recognised  as  the  very 
best  Casts  made. 

WHITE  FOR  PRICE  LIST. 


To  Amateur  Bod  and  Fly  Makers 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 


t/- 

i/6 


SPINNING  TACKLE 
OF  ALL 
THE  LATEST 
DESIGNS. 

ROACH,  DACE  and  GUDGEON,  1/6  per  Bottle,  Post  Free. 

TELEGRAMS  ;"  PISCATOE,  LEEDS."  Trlephonb  :  No.  2601. 

«j.        ivr  1 i:.  R, 

NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  DEPOT,  19,  New  Station  Street,  LEEDS. 


FRANCIS,  "PEN NELL' 
AND  "THAMES" 

FLIGHTS,  complete  with 

TRACE,  /-  each. 

WITH  LONG  TRACE  &  ANTI- 
KINKINC  LEAD,  1/6  e^ich. 

T  SS  , 


Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Greenheart,  Hickory,  or  Lanoewood  : 
Itin.    fin.    »in.     tin.     |in.     iin.  2ft.  long. 
4d.    3d.    3d.     3d.    3d.  per  length. 
8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  3tft.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and 
every  requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to 
suit  all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  l«.  and 
U.  6d.  per  doz.    Floaters,  2«.  per  doz.  ;  Sample 
half  dozen  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  Id. 
per  doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz  Dyed 
Hackles,  lid.  per  doz. 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  lid.  ;  Snipe,  ltd. ; 
Woodcock,  3d. ,  Waterhen,  3d.  ;  Partridna.  l+d  ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d.  ;  Blackbirds,  ltd. 

P1,0S8  AND  TyinO  SILK8,  9d.  per  dot  banks, 
all  shades 


WILL  CHAMBERS  &  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 

GRAYLING  FLIES 

Double  Winged,  J/6  d  2/6  per  doz. 

OGDEN  SMITH, 

6,  PARK  side:, 

HYDE  BARK  CORNEB, 
And  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clapbam  Junction, 

LONDON.  S  W 


THK    FISMiyO    (iAXKTTK,    VKCKMItKK    'Jl,  t'JOl 


CUIILEiGo. 

PIKE  RODS.  REEL5,  &  LINES, 

Live  Bait  and  Spinning  Tackle, 
RODS  and  TACKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 


In  Kirby's  Patent  Straight- 
pull  Paternoster,  the  ma- 
terial strain  being  always 
longitudinal,  very  fine  wire 
is  used  in  place  of  the 
heavy  metal  necessary  in 
the  old  tackles  where  the 
pull  was  transverse. 

These  booms  are  tested 

up  to  40  lb.  dead  weight.       Kirby  s     ..  ,i,t-pnn  Paternoster,  Bhowlng  the  tacHe  In  action 
when  .a  fish  lias  taken  the  bait— a  nieclianically  pei-fect  action. 

SEA   TACKLE  a  Speciality. 

All  the  Latest  Novelties  for  Sea  Fishing-  kept  in  Stock. 

The  New  Patent 
COLLAPSING 


SPOON. 


CATALOGUE  POST  FPEE   ON  APPLICATION. 


63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


If -Plait  El  anel  Dressed  Sf  Inning  and  Trollinc  Lines  : 
WireCenlreC  sting  Lines;  8i.ccial  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  H(iol< ;  Wire  .Htiand  Sillv  Rnnoding; 
Deep  Sea  )  ines,  sizes  from  Conger  ti>  Bass.  As  nsed  and 
reconiniei  d  «i  hy  Mr.  FRANCIS  Krancis,  Mr.  Sknior  (  .f 
the  l-Held),  Autliors  of  "Rod  in  India,"  and  "The  Sea 
Ki.sheinian."  Mr.  Mars-ton,  Mr.  PKNNEi.r,,  Mr.  Frank 
KUCKI  ANP.  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  Armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Tapi  r  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Maliseer  Lines,  Dressed  Exj  ressly  for  India. 
6  yards.  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  t<i  iU;-dr68s  lines. 

Samples  and  Catalogue,  Two  Stamps. 

Poi,tal  Address— COMPSTALL,  near  MARPLE. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPASATTTS,  MOXXTTSCA.,   CK  Vf  TA  CE  AKB.i  'WA.TSK  PXANTB. 
FXSH  ME  AX.,  BXBCXrXTS 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.  •  SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  on  Mshery  Matters  write  to 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY,  LTD.,  DUMFRIES. 

llAJlltY  SI'ISKCKI.ICY,  Monayer. 
r..™^^^"^  9N  FISH  CUITTJKE  ever  puhltshed  :  "An  Anolkrs  Paradisk,.  and 

HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  I2/IO  post  free.     "HaNDT  GDII.K  to  fish  CDLTUKK,"  1/2  pusl  lreeT 
1000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11  /6 ;  or  BOO  and  tank,  7/6. 


PLACE  YOUR  ORDERS  now 

FOR 

FLEXIBLE  GRIP 


RODa. 

Sole  Makers:  BRA  DDE  LL  &  SON,  BELFAST. 

SUPPLIED  FROM  STOCK  OR  BUILT  TO  ORDER. 
In  all  sizes  from  9  ft.  to  20  ft. 


AS  USED  BY  NOTED  ANGLERS  ALL  •  VER  THE  WORLD.    OVER  300  SOLD. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY 

(PETER  ORWROD,  PISCICULTURIST). 
TROUT !    TROUT !    TROUT ! 

Prices  Reduced 

FOR  BROWN  TROUT,  RAINBOW  TROUT,  and  LOCH  LEYEN  TRODT. 
Illustrated  Price  Lists  Free  by  Post.    Advice  Given  on  Stocking  Waters. 

Apply  early  and  secure  the  best  fish  obtainable  in  the  Kingdom. 

ANDREW  IIENltY,  Secretaby, 

WYRESDALE  FISHERY  COMPANY,  Limited, 
SCORTON,  Garstani^,  LANCASHIRE 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


TWO  USEFUL  CHRISTMAS  PRESENTS. 


CUMMINS'  ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 


lO/e  eaclx. 


Best  Stag-hopn  Handle.i 
^with  Loop  for  attaching  .to 
chain,  polished.inside. 


This  Knife  contains  large  and 
Email  MadoP,  nn  Electrn-plaled 
Disgorgcr.  C.irksorew,  I'.nttnn 
book.  Leather  Piercer,  Baiting 
Keedle.  Priclier,  Tweezprs,  Pair 
of  Scissor.-!,  Need'e  and  '-'ciew- 
driver.    Length,  H  inches. 

It  is  offered  a.s  the  best  Half-Guinea  Knife  in  the  Market. 


Half  actual 
size. 


THE  ANGLER'S 

POGKET  COMPANION. 


Made  of  Solid  Pigskin,  containing  Scissors,  Sfilotto,  File  and  Flyers. 

Price  10/6,  Post  3d.  extra. 

If  stamped  with  Initials  or  Name  fn  go'd,  id.  per  letter  extra. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS,  NORTH  OF  ENGLAND  ROD  WORKS,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 


CATALoaCB   PJiULB   TO   ANY  ADDRESS. 


December  21,  1901 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


TWENTIETH    CENTURY   EDITION  OF 


THE  SCIENTIFIC  ANGLER. 

]By   the    late    O  AVID  FOSTER. 

NINTH   ISSUE  (EIGHTH   ENGLISH)  NOW  BEING  CLEARED. 


This  sfsiudard  work  on  artistic  angling  in  all  its  branches  has  proved  to  be  the  most  successful,  if  the  number  of  editions  called  for  are  any 
criterion,  of  any  work  on  the  subject  published  during  the  last  lialf-century.  Tiic  work  contains  majiy  coloured  plates  of  aquatic  insects  forming 
food  for  fisii,  the  natural  and  artificial  being  placed  side  by  side  with  full  descriptive  instructions  as  to  dressing  flies,  &c.,in  its  400  pages  of  letterin-oss. 

J^IIESS  K. XT  R  ACTS. 

"  I  know  of  no  greater  authority  on  greyliug  fishing  than  David  Poster."—  "  The  many  subjects  dealt  with  are,  in  our  opinion,  cleverly  treated."— G.  If. 

^    .  ,  Wm.  Sknior,  Editor  Field. '  Kelson,  late  Angling  Editor  Land  and  Water  (Author  of  "  Tips  for  Anglers,"  &c.) 

"It  IS  one  of  the  most  valuaMe  and  important  contributions  to  angling  "  It  is  a  most  original  and  wcll-writtnn  work!"— Fred.  JI-vther  Anglin"  Eilitor 
literature  that  has  ever  been  published."— R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette.  Forest  and  Stream.  '  " 

In  a  total  of  upwards  of  300  reviews,  the  work  has  met  with  but  one  solitary  sour  critic  (and  he  recanted  on  receiving  a  second  edition  a  few  months  afterwards  "'I 
Crown  8vo.,  with  numerous  Woodcuts  and  Engravmgs  on  Copper-plate.    Bound  in  bevelled  boards.    Price  7s.  6fZ. ;  postage  id.  extra. 

The  above  icork  can  also  now  he  had  in  the  form  of  five  booklets,  viz.  :— 

"FLY   FISHING,"  inclusive  of  chapters  on   "CASTING,"   "DRY  FLY   FISHING,"  and  "FLY   FISHER'S   ENTOMOLOGY."    Price  2s.  Gd  i 

postage  2(1.  extra. 

"  BOTTOM  FISHING,"'  which  includes  a  chapter  on  the  "  HAUNTS  AND  HABITS  OF  FISH."    Price  Is. ;  postage  Id.  extra. 
"SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT  FISHING."   Price  Is. ;  postage  extra. 
"AMATEUR  TACKLE-MAKING."    In  which  there  is  a  chapter  on  useful  recipes. 

"SPINNING  FOR  TROUT  AND  PIKE."    In  which  all  the  best  methods  of  taking  Pike  and  Trout  are  fully  described.    Price  Is. ;  postage  extra. 


I>.   &   W.    H.   FOSTER,   Ashtooume,  Derbyslnire, 

Publishers  of  "The  Ang-ler's  Exchang-e"  and  of  a  List  of  Fishing'  Tackle,  containing-  280  pag-es,  with  Illustrations; 
  both  of  which  are  sent  post  free  to  any  address. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Near  KINOSBBIDOE.   S.  DEVON, 

BOARDERS,  Including  bed  and  attendance 
7s.  ed.  per  day,  from  October  to  March. 
WEEK-DAY  FISHING  £oi  Fike,  Perch,  and 
Rudd,  Including  boats  and  bait,  Free  to  Visitors. 
Five  coaches  leave  the  hotel  daily. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bandon,  HUddleaex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  op  Fish 


Pike,  18  inch. 

Chub,  7  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch. 
Bottom  Fishing 
Jack  Fishing 


Bream,  10  inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  inch. 
...     per  day  1/0 
2/6 


No  Night  Fishing  allowed. 
WATERS    NOW  OPEN 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

RINGWOOD. 

Old  established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to  visitors 
in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ;  Posting ; 
Motor  accommodatii'n.  Headquarters  of  C.T.C., 
&c. — Addiess,  Pkopriktor. 


FRENSHAM  POND  HOTEL 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  charming  spots  in  England 
all  the  year  round. 

Pike   and  Perch  Fishing  eom- 
mences  this  month  on  own  private 
Lake  of  upwards  of  100  Acres. 

Punts,  Boats,  and  Baits  always  available. 

300  Acres  of  Shooting  just  acquired 
for  use  of  Visitors. 


ALL  HOME  COMFORTS  AT 

VERY  MODERATE  CHARGES. 

EVERYTHING  BEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 

Inclusive  Tariff  on  Application. 

All  trains  met  by  appointment. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


Splendid  Rough  Shooting,  including  pheasants,  free  to  a 
limited  number  of  visitors  to  the  Hotel.    Inclusive  Terms 
only  lOs.  6d.  a  day. 
A  few  more  Guns  can  now  be  accommodated. 

Apply,  Miss  DAVIES,  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  Oswestry.  Station,  Llanfyllin, 
only  7  hours  from  London. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

Book  early  for  the  folio-wing  British  and  Foreign  Pish: 

Trout,  Rainbows,  Char,  Grayling,  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  Dace,  Tench,  Carp, 
Bream,  Chub,  Rudd,  Orfe,  Goldfish,  Bass,  Eels,  Burbot,  Gudgeon,  Minnows, 
Crayfish,  &c.    Molluscs,  Shrimps,  Plants,  Apparatus. 

N.B.-ABOUT  1,000  LOVELY  GOLDEN  TENCH  FOR  IMMEDIATE  SALE. 

LISTS  FREE  FROM— 

THOIVIAS  FORI>, 

MANOR  FISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE 


Pi7ice   3  s.  6d. 

LYRA  PISCATORIA, 

Original  Lyrics  on  Fish,  Flies,  Fishing,  and  Fishermen. 

By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M.A., 

Author  of  "Handy  Guide  to  Dry-Ply  Fishing,"  and  Hon.  Member  of  the  Fly-Fishers' Club- 

London:    SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited. 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


Good  Luck -up  Coachhouse  and 
Stabling. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


NOW  REAOY. 


Sixth  Edition,  revised  to  date, 
crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

HOW  AND 
WHERE  TO  FISH 
IN  IRELAND 

By   HI  REGAN. 

WUh  Map  and  numerous  Text  lllustrationl. 


In  this  book  is  given  such  advice  as  inay  enable 
visitors  to  Ireland  to  reach  ashing  quarters  and  kill 
fish  in  a  sporting  way  with  lly,  prawn,  minnow, 
worms,  ikc.  In  speaking  of  hotels,  conveyances, 
accommodation,  routes,  and  means  of  getting  per- 
mission to  flsh,  the  author  has  consulted  the  latest 
and  all  available  authorities,  and  can  confidently 
say  that  during  the  few  mouths  of  my  absence  from 
Ireland  but  little  change  has  been  made  in  these 
matters. 


London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON~&^COMPAiry,  i  iMirgp. 


TO  THAMES  ANGLERS. 

FARMHOUSE  APARTMENTS 

TO  LET, 

With  Board  or  otherwise.  miles 
from  Thames,  4J  miles  from  Henley. 
Stabling  if  required.  Healthy  district. 
Moderate  terms. 


H.  A.  WHEELER, 
Little  Colstpope  Fapm,  Hambleden, 

Nr.  BESLBV-ON-THAitES. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOiVIIVlODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


ENGLISH  TACKLE  MAKERS 

win  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  in 

FOREST  AND  STREAM 

THE 

Leading  Angler's  Journal  of  America. 

Its  colmnns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other 
fishing ;  and  accounts  of  angling  waters. 
Other  departments:  Shooting,  Natural 
History,  Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
Foreign  Subscriptions,  $5  per  year. 


SOLD  BY 

DAVIES4  CO.,23,  Finch  Lane  CornhlU.London 

ADDRESS— 

"FOREST  t  STREAM"  PUBLISHING  CO. 
Now  Vorlc.  U.S. A 


MOTTLED  EAST  INDIAN 
RODS,  18  FEET  LONG. 

1/6  each,  op  15/-  per  dozen, 

LARGE  STOCK  TO  CHOOSE  FROM. 


fl.  WHITTY,  15,  Basnett  St.,  LIYERPOOL 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers, 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

{Close  to  HOLBORN),  LONDON,  W.C. 

USEFUL  PRESENTS. 

BEST  WHOLE  CANE  PIKE  HOI).    2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Hard  Steel  Snake  ) 

Rings,  Steel  Eevolvins  Loops  and  Butt  King,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  (  OO  /f\ 
brazed  under  Slide,  Bronzed  Ferrules,  Double  Cork  Grasp,  Rubber  Button,  (  \J 
and  Division  Bag.  J 

nnEENIlKART.     Ditto.     Same  Pi'iee. 

BEST    EBONITE    CENTRE   PIN   KEELS,  with  Movable  CHECK.     German  Silver 

Bound.   3-inch,  13/6  ;  3|-incb,  14/0  ;  4-inch,  15/0. 
WOOIt    CENTRE   PIN   REELS.     Movable  CHECK.    3l-inch,  6/0  ;  4-inch,  7/0. 
WOOD  MOVABLE  CHECK  REELS.    Scinch,  3/0,  S/6,  4/0;  4-inch,  3/6,  4/0.  5,0. 
SOLID  LEATHER  TACKLE  BOOKS,  Parchment  Leaves  and  Pockets  for  Hooks.  Box 

for  Winder.    5  6,  8  6. 
JTAPANNED  PIKE  TACKLE  BOXES.    3/3,  3/6,  6/6. 
EYED   FLY   BOXES,    2/6,  3/6,  7/0. 

WATERPROOF  HAVERS  ACKS, withyVehStrap,  3/6,4/0,6/0,7/6,8/0,9/6, 10/6, 11/6 
SAL:H0N  flies  dressed  as  Brooches.  3/6. 

CATAILiOGUES  GRATIS. 


THE  MALVERN  WELLS  FISHERY 

Ova,  Fry,  and  Yearlings.    Fario,  L.  Leven,  Rainbow  Trout,  Perch,  &c. 

Write  for  Price  List  (pamphlet)  with  Hints  on  Stocking.   Post  Free. 

"WIVI.    BXJRGSSS    &>    CO.,    IVIalvem  "Wells. 

ESTABLISHED  1S85. 

WALTER   BAILY,  Proprietor. 


THE   EARL  OF  DENBIGH'S 
FISH  HATCHERIES. 

All  the  usaal  varieties  of  Sporting  SalmonidsB,  together  ^ith  a  few 
newly  imported  breeds  from  the  Egg  to  10-in.  fish. 

Fislie]?y  Applisinces,  Hatcliing  T]70u^to.s, 
Po]7ta.ble     £(.nd     Floa,tin^     H£i,tcK.ei>ies  and 
Nui^sepies,   C£i.x>]7iex>s,  &>o. 

SPECIALLY  PREPARED  FRY  AND  ADULT  FISH  MEAL. 
For  Particulars  and  Advice  Apply  to  MANAGER,  FISHERY,  HOLYWELL,  N.  WALES. 


RAINBOWS    A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

REARED  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  sold  by  minimum  measurement,  not  by 
average  length.    Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"PEPTO,"— PEPTONISED  FISH  MEAL— made  from  pure  fish  and  pepsine.  Sole  British 
Agent.    Inspection  invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  \MLSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby-Lonsdale. 


TROUT. 

stock  your  Rivers  and  Streams  with  pure  Itchen  River  Trout, 
Yov/r  Lakes  and  Ponds  with  Loch  Leven  and  Rainbows. 
PRICES   ON    APPLICATION  TO 

MANAGER,  Itehen  Rivep  Trout  Breeding:  Establishment, 

Clvilla.nd,   'WiMchester,  Hants. 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

Send  for  Price  lAst  of  .  .  , 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDEUS,  &C. 


TO 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO.,  STIRLING,  N.B. 


TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  LTD. 

TROUT  OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  TWO  AND  THREE  YEARS 
OLD  (Milton  Strain),   FOR  SALE— Fine  quality. 

Price  List  on  application. 
Apply,  MANAGER,  MILTON,  BURTON -ON -TRENT. 


LONG-DISTANCE 
CASTING. 

All  Championship  Events, 
including  the  "  Champion- 
ship of  the  World"  open 
to  all-comers  (Amateur  and 
Professional),  have  been  won 
by  Mr.  J.  ENRIGHT,  using 

" CASTIiCOjmi''  RODS. 

Sole  Makers  of  " CASTLECONNELL  "  RODS, 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

Castleconnell,  Ireland. 


P.  D.  MALLOGH, 

High=CIass  Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

One  of  the  Largest  and  most  complete 

FIRST-CLASS  SPORTING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

in  Great  Britain. 
Ten  Gold  and  Px>ize  IMLedals  Awai^ded. 


Telegrams—"  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone-No.  31. 

Illustrated  Price  List  free  on  application. 


ESTABIiISHCD  18S7, 


WHOLESALE  MAKER  OF  SALMON,  TROUT,  &  (so  called)  NOTTINGHAM  REELS, 

Fx>on&   3d.   to  £6  eacli. 

Be  sure  you  get  REUBEN  HEATON'S  Wood  Reels,  made  from  Gun  Stocks, 
not  an  imitation  with  a  similar  brass  back. 

UNIVERSAL  WORKS,  HOSPITAL  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  genuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


THE  EXE  VALLEY  FISHERY, 

EXEBRIDGE,   TIVERTON,  DEVON. 

YEARLING  TROUT  FOR  SALE:-S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Irideus, 

S.  Fontinalis. 

TWO  YEAR  OLD  RAINBOWS,  II  to  13  inches,  £7  per  100. 
Apply  for  Price  List  to  T.  F.  TRAOEV. 


CHORLTON  &  TAYLOR, 

308,  Derby  St.,  Bolton,  Lanes. 

Makers  and  repairers  of  every  description  of 
netting.    Repairs  a  speciality.    Any  kind  of  net 
on  hire  at  reasonable  terms.   Dealers  in  Coarse 
Fish.  List  on  applicatioQ, 


CISHURSTINE, 

The  best  Dubbin  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

wholesailE  moM 
Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 
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ORIGINALITY.    ACTUALITY.  ADVENTURE. 


When   you  to  buy 


New  Years  Gifts, 


Ask   your  Booksellex>   to  show 


you 


KEARTON'S  WILD  NATURE  VOLUMES 

They  are  brightly  written  from  first  hand  observations,  and  lavishly  Illustrated  by  magnificent  Photographs 
of  Birds,  Beasts,  and  insects,  living,  loving,  and  labouring  at  home  amidst  their  natural  surroundings;  taken 

direct  from  nature  by  CHERRY  KEARTON. 

WORK^S    RY    P      k'PAPTniV      P  y    C       with  illustrations  from  Photographs  taken 
TTWlVt^*-'  IV.     IVLri^lVl  V71>I,     n.^.O.,         direct  from  Nature  by  C.  KEARTON. 

^T7?4Wr  r  4nvTwTTrRj^^  Ti^  T^rr^j^^   WITH  NATURE   AND    A  CA3IERA. 

^J.JtJ±l\  trU/    JIU  V  JliJS  ±  LJ  ItJb^  IJS  UIVKY-  :  Being  the  Adventures  and  Observations  of  a  Field  Naturalist  and 

BIRD    LAND:  Stories  told  by  Mother  Birds  to  Amuse  their  an  Animal  Photographer.  21s. 

Chicks.    Cloth,   3s.   6d.  ;    and  Superior  Edition,  cloth  gilt,  gilt  With  Nature  and  a  Camera  '  surpasses  the  sensations  of  the  most  romantic 

edges,  5s.   ■_   >  ,.  ,  .. 


"  Certain  to  please  youngsters." — Daily  Graphic. 

"  You  may  be  quite  certain  that  '  Strange  Adventures  in  Dicky-Bird  Land  '  will 
prove  of  absorbing  interest." — Truth. 

"A  flrst-rate  gift-book  for  the  young." — Guardian. 

OUR    BIRD    FRIENDS,     With  about  lOO 

Illustrations  from  Photographs.    Cloth  gilt,  5s. 
"It  is  without  exception  the  most  delightful  book  on  bird-life  that  we  have 
seen.    Mr.  Kearton  is  not  only  a  keen  naturalist,  but  he  has  such  a  pleasant  way 
of  telling  about  his  feathered  friends  that  the  reader  cannot  fail  to  be  fascinated. 


of  novels,  and  is  lavishly  embellished  with  photographic  reproductions  of  exquisite 
softness  and  delicacy." — The  Times. 

WIID   LIFE    AT   H03IE  :  How  to  Study 

and  Photograph  it.  6s. 
"  This  delightful  book  deserves  a  wide  popularity." — Nature. 

BRITISH    BIRDS'    NESTS:    How,  Where. 

and  When  to  Find  and  Identify  Them.    With  nearly  130  Illus- 
trations of  Nests,  Eggs,  Young,  &c.  21s. 
Mr.  Kearton's  book  is  an  interesting  success,  a  painstaking  and  meritorioug 


rnu      V.  4-         V,  ■        .  ""^  va,uiiwu  lan       ue  itibumatea.       "  Mr.  l^earton  s  booJi  is  an  mteresting  success,  a  pamstakin'^  and  meritorioua 

The  photographs  are  amusmg,  mterestmg,  and  mstructive  alike."-P«Z^  ilfaZZ  attempt  to  illustrate  worthily  an  important  province  o?  BriMsh  orrdtToloS  "- 
WLzene.  .  \  Academy. 

CASSELL   &   COMPANY,    LIMITED,    LUDGATE    HILL,    LONDON,    E.G.;  and  all  Booksellers. 

P.  D.  MALLOCH 

New  Scott   St:i*eet,  I^ERXH, 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of 

FISHING  TACKLE  SUITABLE   FOR   ALL   PARTS  OF  THE  WORLD. 


MALLOCH'S  SUPERIOR  TROUT  RODS, 

Unsurpassed  for  superiority  of  workmanship,  balance,  and  castin"  power. 

10ft.,  in  three  pieces,  with  spare  top    °26/-  28/- 

HS"         "                "                               ••■  28/-  30/- 

"                          ^    30/-  32/- 

With  cork  grip,  6 /-  extra. 

lift.,  in  two  pieces,  with  spare  top,  snake  rings,  and  cork  grip 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL 


/IMPR0VED\ 
1^  PATTERN  ), 


34/- 
36/- 
38/- 

40/- 


SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROD, 

18ft.,  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving  top  rings,  double  brazed,  waterproof  fitted 
rubber  button,  &c.  The  very  best  rod  that  can  be  produced,  67/--  16ft.  Eod' 
same  as  above,  57/-.  '  ' 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL, 

Improved  Pattern,  in  Gunmetal  or  Aluminium.  The  greatest  boon  to  anglers  yet 
mvented  for  Salmon,  Mahseer,  and  Trout,  and  all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fishing- 
unsurpassed  for  long-distance  casting;  simple  and  easy  to  learn.  Rods  and 
Lines  specially  suited  for  these  reels. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  FLY  CASE, 

For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  and  Eyed  Flies  of  aU  sizes.    Handy  and  compact 
each  Fly  secured  by  neat  and  efiective  arrangement.  ' 

Very  Large  Assortment  of  Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  Trout,  Loch  and  River  Flies  for  the  Scotch  Lochs 
and  Rivers,  all  tested  patterns  and  beautifully  tied. 
These  Flies  Have  Obtained  Highest  Awards  Wherevep  Exhibited, 


MLLOCH'S  GOLD  MEDAL  SALMON  AND  TRODT  REELS.   In  Gun-metal,  Aluminium,  El)onite,  and  Cocus  Wood.  Made  in"18  different'sizes. • 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  INVISIBLE  SPINNEB.     MALLOCH'S  PATENT  ADJUSTABLE  BRAKE 


REEL.     MALLOCH'S  PATENT  BOAT  ANGLER. 
USXS    FREE.  Xele^ams}  » Itl AZ^X^OCB;, 
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The  Cheapest  Comprehensive  Dictionary  in  the  World. 

The  S.P,C,K,  icmOPMC  DICTIONARY 

Consisting:  of  5,336  pages,  Imperial  8vo., 

Is  the  largeH  DICTIONABY ivbUi-hcd—  oxer  £CO,C00«o)f?s.  It  is  an  (asicr,  shnjilcr 
handier  Dictionary  than  any  other,  and  is  an  ENCYCLOPjEDIA  as  well. 
DISTINCTIVE  FEATURES  OF  THE  ENCYCLOPiEDIC  DICTIONARY. 


Its  conipieheiisiveness,  siid  its  wideiiess  cf 
lange  in  joint  of  time. 

"The  EncyolopEedio  Bictioni.ry,"  ly  com- 
liiiiirg  in  one  all  these  specinl  fill  ssaiies  or 
Vccalnilaiies,  efftcts  a  double  saving,  an 
economy  of  time  and  of  money. 

Its  richness  and  completeness  of  the  illns- 
trative  unotations. 


Its  thoroughly  encyclcpa^dic  claiacter. 

The  laige  numl  er  and  piaitical  iharacter  of 
its  ilhistiations. 

Tie  mimeioiis  pictorial  illn&trations, 
althoiigh  emintntly  artistic  in  character,  are 
in  no  sense  mere  embellishments,  hut  in  every 
case  help  to  ehxidate  the  text. 


By  FLORENfE  Anna  Fulcher.  Crown 


INVALUABLE  FOR  THE  HOME,  THE  COLLEGE,  AND  THE  SCHOOL. 

In  7  Vols.,  oloth,  25s.  ;  lialf-bo\ind,  32s. 

THE  ROMANCE  OF  SCIENCE.  Sounding  the  Ocean  of  Air. 
Being  Sis  Lectures  delivered  before  the  Lowell  Institute  of  Boston  in 
December,  1898,  by  A.  Laweence  Eotch,  S.B.,  A.M.  With  numerovis 
Illustrations.    Small  post  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  2s.  6d. 

THE  ROMANCE  OF  SCIENCE.    The  Machinery  of  the  Universe. 

Mechanical  Concexjtions  of  Physical  Phenomena.  By  A.  E.  Dolbeae,  A.B., 
A.M.,  M.E,,  Ph.D.,  Professor"  of  Physics,  Tuft's  College,  U.S.A.  With 
several  Diagrams.    Small  post  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  2s. 

LITTLE    CITIZENS.     Written   and   fully  Illustrated  by  Edith 

Fakmiloe.    Small  4to.,  cloth  boards,  4s. 

THE    CHILD'S   PICTORIAL  NATURAL   HISTORY.      Part  I. 

Twelve  Large  Drawings  by  Caeton  Moore  Park,  and  descriptive  Letterpress. 
Small  4to.,  Illustrated  paper  boards,  Is. 

CHING,    THE   CHINAMAN,   AND    HIS    MIDDY  FRIENDS, 

By  G.  Manville  Fenn.  With  Five  Page  Illustrations.  Large  post  8vo., 
cloth  boards,  5s. 

BRITISH  BIRDS,  SKETCH  BOOK  OF.  By  R.  Bowdler 
Shaepe,  LL.D.,  F.L.S.  272  pp.  With  Coloured  Illustrations  by  A.  F.  and 
C.  Lydon.    Crown  4to.,  cloth  boards,  14s. 

"Briefly,  he  has  produced  a  most  interesting  and  informing  book,  which  has  been  admirably 
illustrated." — GiwnUait. 

AMONG    THE  BIRDS. 

8vo.,  cloth  boards,  3s.  6rf. 

E VERY-DAY  HEROES.  Stories  of  Bravery  during  the  late  Queen's 
Reign,  1837-1900.  Compiled  from  Public  and  Private  Sources.  New  and 
Enlarged  Edition.  With  numerous  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.,  cloth  boards, 
2s.  6d. 

"Is  an  adniiinlile  compilation,  which  wo  should  like  to  see  widely  distributed."— fr'»/i/y//«(/. 

NATURE  AND  HER  SERVANTS  ;  or,  Slcetches  of  the  Animal 
Kingdom.  By  the  Rev.  T.  Wood.  With  numerous  Woodcuts.  Large  post 
8vo.,  cloth  boards,  4s. 

NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  FISHES;   Tlieir  Structure, 

Economic  Uses,  and  Captm-e  by  Net  and  Rod.  By  the  late  Feank  Buck- 
land.    Crown  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  5s. 

THE    OCEAN.      By    the   late    Philip    H.   Gosse,    Author  of 

"  Evenings  at  the  Microscope."  With  51  Illustrations  and  Woodcuts.  Post 
8vo.,  cloth  boards,  IBs. 

OUR    INSECT  ALLIES.     By  the  Rev.  Theodore  Wood.  With 

numerous  Illustrations.    Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  2s.  6d. 

OUR  INSECT  ENEMIES.     By  the  Rev.  Theodore  Wood.  With 

numerous  Illustrations.    Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  2s.  &d. 

OUR  ISLAND  CONTINENT  ;   A  Naturalist's  Holiday  in  Australia. 

By  J.  E.  Taylor,  F.L.S. ,  F.G.S.  With  Map.  Fcap.  8vo.,  cloth  boards, 
2s.  Qd. 

OUR    NATIVE    SONGSTERS.      By   Anne   Pratt.    With  72 

Coloured  Plates.    16mo.,  cloth  boards,  4s. 

THE  OUSE.    By  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Foster.     With  Map  and  several 

Illvistrations.    Crown  8vo.,  cloth  boards,  2s.  6fZ. 

THE   NATURAL  HISTORY   OF    SELBORNE.      By   the  Rev. 

Gilbert  White.  With  Frontispiece,  Map,  and  50  Woodcuts.  Post  8vo., 
oloth  boards,  2s.  6rf. 

THE  ANIMAL  CREATION.  A  popular  Introduction  to  Zoology. 
By  the  late  T.  Rymer  Jones,  F.R.S.  With  488  Woodcuts.  Post  Svo,,  cloth 
boards,  7s.  6c7. 

THE  ZOO;  The  Animal  Kingdom.  By  the  late  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood, 
and  the  Rev.  Theodore  Wood,  F.E.S.  Series  I.  to  IV.  in  One  Volume. 
Small  4to.,  cloth  bevelled  boards,  Gs. 

SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING  CHRISTIAN  KNOWLEDGE. 

London  :  Northumberland  Avenue,W.C.  ;  4?>,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.G. 
Brighton  :  129,  North  Street. 


Punch.— "The  OoRNiiiLL  is  always  anions'  the  brightest  of  the  magazines,  dealing  with  an 
unfailing  variety  of  interesting  matter." 

Manchester  Guardian. — "One  of  the  very  few  good  literary  magazines." 
The  World.—"  The  Cornhiij,  Maoazine  is  full  of  good  things." 


THE 


CORNHILL 


Price 
ONE 


MAGAZINE 


Annual  Subscription,  including  postage  to  any  address  in  the  Postal  Union, 
14s.,  payable  in  advance. 

TWO  NEW  SEBIAL  STORIES: 

(1)  The  Intrusions  of  Peggy 

By  ANTHONY  HOPE, 

.     .     .     AND    .     .  . 

(2)  The  Four  Feathers 

By  A.  E.  W.  MASON, 

BEGIN  IN  THE  JANUARY  NUMBER. 

The  .same  Niimher  contains  the  iJlnstrated  comjyletion  of 
GENERAL  JAMES  GRANT  WILSON'S  ARTICLE 

Thackeray  i^he  United  States 

IN  ADDITION  TO  OTHER 

ARTICLES  AND  SHORT  STOBIES  BY  THE  BEST  WRITERS. 


The  Guardian. — "  CoiiNHlLl.  is  really  full  of  good  reading  tiom  beginning  to  end.  Theie  is 
nothing  to  .skip." 

Vanity  Fair.—"  The  CORNHILI,  is  the  most  interesting  of  English  magazines." 

To  be  had  of  all  Booksellers  and  Newsagents,  or  direct  from  the  Pnblishers, 

London:  SMITH,  ELDER  &  CO.,  15,  Waterloo  Place. 


TLhc  Xlimes 


LIFE  OF  QUEEN  VICTORIA 


£2  2s.  net. 


The  Limited  Edition  is  being  rapidly  exhausted. 


The  CONTEMPORARY  REVIEW  for  December  says: 

"  Externally,  the  handsomest  of  recent  books  is  '  The 
Life  of  Queen  Victoria,'  which  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.  and  the  Times  publish  conjointly.  The 
large  quarto,  sumptuously  bound  in  red  leather,  stamped 
in  gold  with  the  Royal  Arms,  and  gorgeously  decorated 
with  the  national  emblems— rose,  thistle,  leek,  and  sham- 
rock— is  a  triumph  of  the  binders'  art.  The  paper  is  hand- 
made, and  the  page  luxurious  in  print  and  margin,  while 
the  numerous  photogravure  portraits  of  the  late  Queen 
.  .  .  are  simply  beyond  praise.  .  .  .  Nor  is  it  less  satis- 
factory intrinsically  than  extrinsically." 


London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 
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V 


M  ALCOM  &  CO. 


Inventors  of  the 


*  *  « 


ANGOLA 


THE 


FREKE"  BAG. 


and 

■)♦■  •«■  « 


THE 


FREKE  "  BAG. 


«  «  * 


THE  FIELD,  June  30,  1900,  says  :  "  This  new  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness  of  the  material,  but  in  the 
sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 


BREAD  AND   BISCUIT   PASTE  SUPERSEDED. 

KING'S  "NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT. 

Pink  or  IflUTliite. 

Highly  recoimiieuded  by  the  Etlitors  of  the  l<'ii<hin^  Gazette,  Land  and  Water,  J.  H.  Keeno,  Greville 
I'ennel),  and  Ijy  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day.  The  "  Trent  Otter  "  says  :  "  I  killed  with  King's 
Bait  39  tish,  which  weighed  22i  lb.,  m  my  over  1 11).  each."     Does  not  wash  off  the  hook.  Packets 

3cl.,  6(1.,  and  Is.  ;  postage  e.\tra. 
Auoid  all  imitations  o/KINO'.^  "  NATURAL"  (PASTE)  BAIT,  anddonot  be  beguiled  into  buying  any 
other,  when  told  it  is  the  same,  or  similar,  bat  insist  on  having  this  only,  which  has  a  reputation  of  2b  Years. 

KING'S  PRESERVATIVE. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  I.  F.  EXHIBITION,  1883.  For  the  preservation,  with  all  their  sheen  and 
brightness,  of  Mmnows,  Dace,  Rjach,  and  other  Natnral  Baits.    Packets  Is.,  by  post  Is.  3d. 

KING'S  CEROL-EUIVT. 

A  superior  Waterproof  Dressing  for  Silk  and  Hemp  Fishing  Lines,  Wading  and  Shooting  Boots, 
Easily  applied,  and  lasts  a  season.    Prevents  kinking.     Cakes  6cl.  and  Is.,  by  post  2d.  e.xtra. 


WM.  KING,  Chemist,  Woodlands,  Woodbridge  Road,  Ipswich 

(LlTK  OF  157,  Oo.MMKU'.I.VI-  ROAU,  E.). 

OF  TACKLE  DEALERS  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOE  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

Publishing;  Office, 
St.  Dunstan's  iHouse,  E.C. 

Price  2s.  6d. 

Half- Yearly  Volumes  can  also 
be  obtained 

Price  8s.  6d. 


KEATING'S  LOZENGES 
FOR  YOUR  COUGH. 


Any  Doctor  will  tkll  you.  "there 
is  no  better  Coughiledicmc.  -0iicf^ivc3 
relief:  if  you  suffer  from  cough  try  them 
but  once;  they  uiU  cure,  and  they  icill 
vnt  injure  your  health;  an  increasing 
sale  of  over  80  years  is  a  certain  test  oi 
tlieir  value.    Sold  in  13id.  this. 


'A  thoroug^hly  g^ood  Sporting  Paper. - 


-Bristol  Times, 


"LAND  AND  WATER" 

PIIICE  SIXPENCE  WEEKLY. 

This  old-established  Weekly  has  been  thoroughly  reorganised  by  the  present  Proprietors,  and  no 
effort  nor  expense  are  being  spared  in  making  it  the  best  and  most  interesting  Paper  on  all 
Sporting  and  Country  Topics.  Its  Contributors  now  include  all  the  best-known  Sporting  Writers 
of  the  day.  From  time  to  time  Special  Supplements  are  issued,  devoted  to  Shooting,  Hunting, 
and  so  on. 

The  DAn,Y  Mail  (Hull)  says  :—"  Our  enterprising  and  attractive  contemporary,  Land  and  Water, 
invites  commendatory  remark  by  reason  of  many  things,  one  of  the  chief  of  which  is  its  com. 
prehensiveness.    Sportsmen  of  aU  fancies  are  catered  for." 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  28/-;  Abroad,  35/-. 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE  : 

16,  HENRIETTA  STREET,  COVENT  GARDEN,  LONDON,  W.C. 


The  Best  Weekly  Paper  for  the  Family  Circle  is  the 

WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 

32  PAOES  OF  LETTERPRESS  AND  PICTTTRE3 
Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  an  Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper  that  oan 
be  read  and  enjoyed  by  the  senior  and  the  younger  members  of  the  household. 

In  the  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  the  week's  news  is  epitomised  in  a  oonciae 
and  readable  form,  accompanied  with  illustrations. 

Special  Articles  on  current  topics. 

Cartoons  by  the  popular  caricaturist,  "F.O.G.,"  In  every  Usaa. 

Illustrated  Reviews  of  Books  are  given  weekly. 

A  page  is  devoted  to  Dress. 

"  Dumb  Things  All  "  are  dealt  with. 

Short  Stories  and  Chess  are  always  provided. 

The  Stage,  the  Church,  and  the  Law  are  also  regular  features 

There  is  a  Page  for  the  Children. 

The  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET  is  specially  suitable  for  sendlag  to  friends 
abroad  or  in  the  provinces. 

Price  3d. ;  by  post,  3Jd. 

May  be  obtained  of  any  Newsagent,  Bookseller,  at  the  Railway  BookstallB,  or  from 

The  "WESTMINSTER  GAZETTE"  OFFICE,  Tudor  St..  E.C. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 

Specialists  in  Fish  Mountirig 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON,  E.G. 


AWARDED  FIVE  GOLD  AND  SILVER  MEDALS. 
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PRESTOS 


^     BOOKS  SUITABLE  FOR 
PRESENTATION. 

Published  by  Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTOM  &  CO, 


The  Classical  Work  on  Lace. 


NOW  READY.    NEW  BOOK  BY  CAPTAIN  MAHAN. 


A  really  beautiful  and  most  appropriate  present  for  ladies  at  Christmas  or 
am-  other  time.  The  late  Mrs  Palliser's  "  History  of  Lace  "  was  originally 
published  by  Messrs.  Sampson  Low  and  Co.  in  1864,  and  went  through 
several  Editions  (English  and  French)  since  that  time  ;  but  it  has  been  out 
of  print  for  many  years  and  had  become  very  scarce.  The  Work  has  now 
been  thoroughly  revised  by  :Miss  M.  Jourdain  and  Miss  Alice  Deyden  ; 
several  chapters  have  been  re-writtea  and  much  new  matter  has  been  added. 
It  now  contains  520  pp.  of  Letterpress,  108  full-page  Plates,  and  133  Text 
Illustrations.  Handsomely  bound  in  white  buckram,  rounded  bevelled 
boards,  gilt  edges,  price  42s.  net.  [Readij  on  the  23rd  inst. 

In  2  vols.    Demy  8vo.,  28s,  net.    SECOND  EDITION  IN  THE  PRESS. 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  Who  Wrote 
the  Casket  Letters? 

By  Samuel  Cowan,  J.P.  With  16  Photogravures  of  the  Queen,  all  more  or 
less  famous  portraits,  and  some  of  them  never  before  published. 

"  One  realises  with  overwhelming  poignancy  the  tragic  fate  of  Mary." — 
Contemporary  Review. 

"The  case  for  Mary  could  not  be  more  strongly  put."— St.  James's  Gazette. 

VOL.  IV.    NOW  BEADY.    COMPLETE  IN  POUR  QUARTO  VOLUMES. 
About  300  pp.    Price  each  £2  2s.  net. 

Dutch  Painters  of  the  XlXth  Century. 

With  Biographical  Notices.      Each  Volume  containing  upwards  of  200 
Illustrations  in  Photogravure  and  Half-tone,  together  with  six  Etchings  by 
Ph.  Zilcken.   Edited  by  xMax  Rooses,  Curator  of  Plantin-Moretus  Museum, 
Antwerp.    Translated  by  F.  Knowles.  [Ready. 
"  This  fourth  volume  completes  this  quite  monumental  record  of  contemporarv 

painting  in  Holland.  The  illustrations  are  uniformly  excellent— half-tones,  photo"- 

gravures,  autotypes,  and  etchings."— Pa/Z  Mall  Gazette. 

"  Profusely  and  beautifally  illustrated  with  etchings  and  photogravoi-e  plates. 

Any  one  of  these  handsome  volumes  can  be  purchased  separately,  and  the  series 

as  a  whole  cannot  be  too  warmly  praised  for  the  interesting  and  comprehensive 

view  which  it  gives  of  contemporary  Dutch  art." — Truth. 

A  NEW  BOOK  BY  LAFCADIO  HEARN. 


A  Japanese  Miscellany. 


By  Lafcadio  Heabn,  Author  of 
12mo.    85.  &d.  net. 


■In  Ghostly  Japan,"  &c. 


Illustrated. 
[Ready. 

"  The  whole  book  is  redolent  of  Japan,  and  is  a  worthy  successor  to  the  same 
writer's  '  In  Ghostly  Japan,'  a  work  which  won  high  and  well-deserved  praise 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic." — Contemporary  Review. 


'AN    ALMOST    IDEAL  CHRISTMAS 
FOR  EITHER  BOl'  OR  GIRL." 


BOOK 


The  Animals  of  >Esop. 


^sop's  Fables  adapted  and  pictured  by  Joseph  J.  A.  Mora.  Crown  4to., 
cloth,  gilt  edges,  10s.  6d.  net.  [Ready.  ' 

"  It  the  stories  are  good,  the  pictures  are  at  least  as  good,  and  are  the  great 
attraction  of  the  book.  They  are  admirably  drawn,  and  some  are  showily 
coloured.  They  are  intensely  humorous.  Each  picture  speaks,  and  each  figure 
has  its  own  individual  story  and  charm.  Wisdom  never  vet  presented  itself  to'the 
young  mind  and  eye  in  more  alluring  and  delightful  garb  than  in  this  clever  and 
beautiful  book." — Scotsman. 

LILIAN  WHITING'S  NEW  BOOK. 

The  World  Beautiful  in  Books. 

By  LiLiAM  Whiting,  Author  of  "  The  World  Beautiful,"  First,  Second,  and 
Third  Series,  "  Kate  Field  :  a  Record,"  &c.   16mo. ,  cloth,  5s.  net.  [Ready. 
Contents  :  Book  I.    As  Food  to  Life,— Book  II.    Opening  Golden  Doors.— 

Book  III.    The  Rose  of  Morning.— Book  IV.    The  Chariot  of  the  Soul.— Book  V. 

The  Witness  of  the  Dawn. 


Types  of  Naval  Officers. 


With  some  remarks  on  the  Development  of  Naval  Warfare  during  the 
Eighteenth  Century.     By  Alfred  T.  Mahan,  LL.D.,  D.CL.     With  6 
Photogravure  Portraits.    8vo.,  cloth,  10s.  Gd.  net. 
Captain  Mahan  has  in  this  work  supplemented  his  "  Life  of  Nelson  "  with 
narrative  anecdotal  memoirs  of  popular  character  of  six  British  admirals  whose 
personal  characteristics  and  professional  career  make  them  conspicuous  examples 
of  naval  seameu  of  types  differing  one  from  another,  but  all  continually  re- 
current in  naval  history,  viz.,  Lord  Hawke,  Lord  Rodney,  Earl  Howe,  Earl  St. 
Vincent,  Lord  De  Saumarez,  Lord  Exmouth,  all  of  whom  raised  themselves  to 
their  rank  in  the  peerage  by  their  distinguished  professional  services.        ,   '  - 

Vol.  VI.  now  ready.    In  7  handsome  royal  8vo.  vols.,  25s.  each  net. 

The  Royal  Navy  from  the  Earliest  Times 
to  the  Present. 

Edited  by  William  Laird  Clowes.    Illustrated  by  Photogravure  Portraits, 
Maps,  Plans,  &c.    Each  volume  will  be  complete  in  itself,  with  an  Index, 
and  orders  will  be  taken  either  for  sets  or  for  separate  volumes. 
"In  the  new  volume  of  Mr.  Laird  Clowes's  great  history  of  our  Navy  (' The 
Royal  Navy,'  Vol.  VI.,  Sampson  Low)  the  chapters  which  will  attract  most 
attention  are  those   contributed    by  President  Roosevelt,   dealing  with  the 
British  War  with  the  United  States  from  1812  to  1815.     From  every  point  of 
view  this  contribution  is  admirable— critical,  impartial,  picturesque,  and  withal 
full  of  warning  for  the  Anglo-Saxon  peoples."— £)aiZy  Mail. 

"  The  portraits,  illustrations,  and  photogravures  contained  in  the  volume,  as 
well  as  the  printing,  fully  maintain  the  high  standard  of  excellence  which  was 
attained  in  the  first,  and  has  since  been  so  adequately  sustained  in  all  the 
subsequent  volumes." — Daily  News,  November  21st. 

Naval  Brigades  in  the  South  African  War. 

By  Surgeon  T.  T.  Jeans.    Crown  8vo.,  6s.  net.  [Ready. 
"  Naval  Brigades  in  the  South  African  War  "  is  written  by  officers  attached  to 
the  various  Naval  Brigades,  and  edited  by  Surgeon  T.  T.  Jeans,  R.N.,  who  also 
contributes  the  chapter  on  the  advance  from  Ensliii  to  Bloemfontein. 

England  and  France  in  the  Mediterranean. 
1660=1830. 

By  Walter  Frbwin  Lord,  Author  of  "  The  Lost  Possessions  of  England," 
"  A  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,"  &c.   With  Map.   Demy  8vo.,  8s.  6d.  net. 

[Ready. 

"A  most  scholarly  production.  .  .  .  We  advise  all  who  want  to  become 
authorities  on  the  subject  to  read,  mark,  learn  and  inwardly  digest  Mr.  Lord's 
hook."— Military  Mail. 

Napoleon's  Campaign  in  Poland. 

By  F.  Lorraine  Petre.    Demy  8vo.,  with  Maps,  10s.  6d.  net.  [Ready. 
"Full  and  accurate  in  matter,  bright  and  crisp  in  manner,  the  work  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  histories  of  the  Napoleonic  War." — Contemporary  Review. 

FROM   KING  ALFRED   TO  KHARTOUM. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  price  Gs.      SECOND  EDITION. 

Our  Navy  for  a  Thousand  Years. 

A  Concise  Account  of  all  the  Principal  Operations  in  which  the  British 
Navy  has  been  engaged  from  the  time  of  King  Alfred  to  the  Recapture  of 
Khartoum.  By  Rear- Admiral  S.  Eardley-Wilmot,  R.N,  Author  of  "Life 
of  Vice-Admiral  Lord  Lyons,"  "  The  Development  of  Navies,"  &o.  Illustrated. 
"  A  book  for  everyone." — Scotsufm. 

"  Deserves  to  be  the  popular  book  of  the  Navy." — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 
"Altogether  an  admirable  volume." — BirmijKjlni  ni  Diily  Post. 
"A  brief,  yet  graphic  and  animated,  history  of  liritisli  naval  daring." — Globe. 
"  Its  educational  value  could  hardly  be  overrated." — Saturday  Review. 
"No  more  acceptable  present  can,  we  think,  be  made  to  a  right-minded 
boy. " — Engineer. 


An  Illustrated  List  of  New  Books,  &c.,  will  he  sent  on  Application. 

London  :   SAMPSON   LOW,   MARSTON   &  COMPANY,  Limited, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 
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A  SELECTION  OF  BOOKS  ON  NATURAL  HISTORY,  SPORT,  &c. 

OFFERED     AT    GREATLY     REDUCED     PRICES  BY 

W.  H.  SMITH  &  SON, 

X86,  STRAND, 

And  at  the  Railway  Bookstalls,  to  which  places  they  will  be  forwarded  Carriage  Free. 

THE     BOOKS    are:     NEW    AS  PUBX^XSHED. 

Pub.  at  Omi.  at 

'/.  s.  (1. 

A    NATURAL   HISTORY  OF  THE  NESTS  AND  EGGS  OF  BRITISH  BIRDS.    Thoroughly  revised  and 
brought  up  to  date  by  W.  B.  TEfiETJiEiER,  F.Z..S.    (Fourth  Editiou,  entirely  revised,  comclcd  and  enlarged.) 

With  248  Plates,  coloured  by  hand.    ?>  vol-.    Super-royal  8vo   C)?,    0    ...    37  0 

A   HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  BUTTERFLIES.    (Eighth  Edition,  newly  revised,  corrected,  and  enlarged  by  the 

Author.)    With  77  Plates,  coloured  by  hand.    Super-royal  8vo.  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      —         ...    l")  0 

TRIPP,  F.  B.,  BRITISH  MOSSES  :  thtir  Home,  Aspects,  Structure,  and  Uses.    With  a  coloured  Figure  of  each 

Species  Etched  from  Nature.    (Latent  Edition,  1888.)    2  vols.    Royal  8vo   .52    G    ..     18  0 

FERN  GROWING  :  Fifty  Yeais'  Esperitrce  in  Crossing  and  Crltivatior,  with  a  List  of  the  mo^t  Tmpoitai:t  Vaiieties, 

and  a  Hiitoiy  of  the  Discovery  of  Multiple  Parentage,  &c.    By  E.  J.  Lowe.    With  G2  Illustrations    —         ...    12  0 

NEW  AND  RARE  BEAUTIFUL-LEAVED  PLANTS.     By  Shieley  Hibeeed,  F.R.H.S.     With  54  Coloured 

Plates.    Sufer-royal  8vo.      ...        ...        ...    ...        ...    ...        ...        ...      2.o    0    ...    10  6 

OUR  NATIVE  FERNS  AND  THEIR  VARIETIES.    By  E.  J.  Lowe,  F.R.S.    With  79  Coloured  Plates  and  909 

Wood  Engravings.    2  vols.    Royal  8vo.     ...       ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      42    0    ...    21  0 

BEST  SEASON  ON  RECORD,  THE.    (Selected  and  Reprinted  from  the  Field.)     By  Capt.  Pennell-Elmhirst. 

With  Illiistraticns,  coloured  and  plain        ...        ...        ...        ...        ,..        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      lo    f;    ...      8  C, 

BOWERS,  Q.,  HUNTING  IN  HARD  TIMES.    With  20  full-page  Coloured  Plates.    Oblong   12    6    ...      5  0 

MR.  CROP'S  HARRIERS.     Illustrated , by  G.  Bowers,  with  20  Facsimile  Water-colour  Sketches  and  23  Black  and 

White  Drawings.    Oblong  cloth      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...       ...       ...        ...        ...        ...      lo    i;     ...      4  (\ 

FAMOUS  CRICKETERS  AND  CRICKET  GROUNDS,  1895.     Edited  by  C.  W.  Alcock.    Portraits  of  all  the 

Cricketers  of  the  Present  Day.    Half  roan  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      —         ...  g 

ANGLER'S  NOTE  BOOK  AND  NATURALIST  RECORD.    2  vols   12    0    ...      5  0 

DAFT,  RICHARD,  KINGS  OF  CRICKET  :  Reminiscences  and  Anecdotes,  with  Hints  on  the  Gamo.  With  Introduction 
by  Mr.  Andrew  Lakg.    Illusirf.ted  by  80  Porlnils  of  eminent  Cricketers,  &c.    Large  paper.    Handsomely  l)0und 

(half  leather,  cloth  sides)      ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      42    o    ...     ]0  (; 

YEAR  OF  SFORT  AND  NATURAL  HISTORY;  Shooting,  Hunting,  Coursing,  Falconry,  and  Fishing.    Edited  by 

Oswald  Ceawfued.    With  numerous  beautiful  Illustrations.    4to.      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...     21    0    ...    10  0 

GRIMBLE,  A.,  THE  DEER  FORESTS  OF  SCOTLAND.    Illustrated  by  A.  Thorburn.    Large  paper,  only  .500 

copies  printed.    Folio...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...      50    0    ...    31  fi 

HAWKER,   COL.  P.,   THE  DIARY  OF  (Author  of  "  Instructions  to  Young  Sportsmen"),  1802-1853.    With  an 

Introduction  by  Sir  R.  Patne-Gallwey,  Bart.    With  Illustrations.    2  vols.    8vo   ...    32    0    ...    10  (i 

KIRBY,  F.  v.,  F.Z.S.,  IN  HAUNTS  OF  WILD  GAME:  A  Hunter-Naturalist's  Wanderings  from  Kahlamba  to 

Limboml  o.    With  a  Portr;  it,  numerous  Illustrations  by  C.  Whymper,  and  Map.    Demy  8vo.         ...        ...        ...  2.5  0  ...  12  0 

SPORT.    By  W.  Bromley-Davenport.    Illustrated  by  Lt.-Gtn.  H.  Hope  Crealgck,  C.B   3  6  ...  2  0 

yW/lF//£Vy,        /Z,Lt/Sr/?/ir£D  //0/?S£  DOCrO/?.  (New  Edition.)  400  Pictorial  representations  (half-bound,  8vo.)  12  G  ...  7  0 
ILLUSTRATED  HORSE  MANAGEMENT.    (Fifteenth  Edition.)    Revised  hj  J.  T.  Lupton,  M.R.C.V.S.  Svo. 

(half-bound)   ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ..  "     ...        ...        ...        ...  7  fi  ...  4  0 

DIXON,    C,    AMONG   THE   BIRDS   OF   THE   NORTHERN  SHIRES.     Coloured  Frontispiece  and  4o  other 

Illustrations  by  Charles  Whymper...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...      7    0  4  (j 

ANNALS  OF  BIRD  LIFE  ...      7         ...  0 

BIRDS  OF  OUR  RAMBLES    GO...      3  0 


CURIOSITIES  OF  BIRD  LIFE 


<;   ...    4  0 


JOTTINGS  ABOUT  BIRDS    GO...  30 

LOST  AND  VANISHING  BIRDS.    Illustrations  by  Charles  Whymper.    Demy  Svo   7  G  ...      4  o 

NESTS  AND  EGGS  OF  NON=INDIGENOUS  BIRDS    G  n  ...      3  0 

Of/iR  FA  VOt/^/r£  SOA^G  fi//?DS  ;  Habits,  Music,  Characteristics.  Illustrating  every  Species  by  H.  Staxnard.  Svo.  7  G  ...      4  0 

THE  MIGRATION  OF  BRITISH  BIRDS                                                ..    7  G  ...      3  0 

ANGLER'S  LIBRARY,  THE.    Edited  by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  and  F.  G.  Aflalo- 

PIKE  AND  PERCH,  with  Notes  on  Record  Pike  and  a  Chapter  on  the  Black  Bass  and  other  sporting-  members  of 

the  Perch  Family.    By  Alfred  Jardine.    Illustrated    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5  0  ...      2  G 

COARSE  FISH,  with  Notes  on  Taxidermy  Fishing  in  the  Lower  Thames.    By  Ciiarles  H.  Wheeley.    Illustrated  5  0  ...      2  (I 

ENGLISH  LAKE  DISTRICT  FISHERIES.    By  J.  Watson,  F.L.S.    IlliLstrated   5  0  ...      2  G 

-,OUTH  COUNTRY  TROUT  STREAMS.    By  G.  A.  B.  Dewar.    Illustrated    5  0  ...      2  G 

SALMON  AND  SEA  TROUT.    By  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell   7  0  ...    .-,  „ 

SEA  FISH.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo.    Illustrated    5  0  ...      2  G 

QUEEN'S  HOUNDS,  THE,  AND  STAG-^HUNTING  RECOLLECTIONS.  By  Lord  Ribblesdale,  Master  of  the 
Buckhounds,  1892-1895.  With  24  Plates  and  35  Illustrations  in  the  Text,  including  Reproductions  from  Oil 
Paintings  in  the  possession  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen.    Original  Drawings  bv  G.  D.  Giles,  and  from  Prints  and 

Photographs.    Svo.  .  ...        ...                            ...        ...        ...        ...      "...                                     _         _  _  25  (i  l--"  u 
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WORKS  ON  FISH  AND  FISHING 

ACCLIMATISATION  OF  SALMONID^  AT  THE  ANTIPODES,  ITS  HISTORY  AND  RESULTS.    By  Aethue  Nicoi.s.    Crown  8vo  ,  5.. 
-AMATEUR  ANGLER,  THE.-AN  AMATEUR  ANGLER'S  DAYS  IN  DOVEDALE.    18mo.,  fancy  boardR,  Is. 
  FRESH  WOODS  AND  PASTURES  NEW.    Foap.  8vo.,  boards,  Is.;  cloth.  Is.  6d. 

  DAYS  IN  CLOVER.    16mo.,  boards,  Is.    Illustrated,  gilt  top,  2s.  6d.    Limited  Large  Paper  Edition  of  150  copies,  5s.  net.  All  Sold. 

***  The  above  three  volumes  can  be  had  in  a  case  for  4s  6d 

~^Jtt^n^t°rw^;<^77  °  fT^^^^-A  PLEASANT  MEMORIES  OF  PLEASANT  PLACES.    Illustrated.    16mo.,  fancy  boards.  Is. ;  cloth,  l.o.  6d. ; 
gilt  top,  is.  bd.    Edition  de  lu.re.    2oO  copies  on  hand-made  paper,  6s.  net,    25  copies  on  Japanese  vellum,  12s.  net. 

^Hnfpd  myy^fi^™.  ^^^T?^\  J^'^'a"^  '^l^"-'T-  ^''.^P- 8^°-'  large  paper,  printed  on  hand-made  (Van  Gelder)  paper,  160  pp.,  with  16  full-page  Illustrations, 
CheaJ  EDm.^potTs^r  cS  ^  ^  ^       P""*"^       ^^"^'"''^  ^''^  America,  numbered  and  signed  by  the  writer.)  Also 

■         ^r,rin?ed  on  V.flw^?id?,-V°H^^^.-    ^^'^^^  ^V^^t'^'rf-  Fcap-8vo.,  cloth  extra,  2s.  net.     A  Special  Edition,  limited  to  250  copies,  for  England  and  America, 

pimted  on  \  an  Geldei  s  hand-made  paper.    The  Illustrations  m  this  edition  printed  on  thick  Japanese  paper.    Price  6s  net    All  Sold 

AMERICAN  SALMON-FISHERMAN.    By  H.  P.  Wells.    With  Illustrations,  and  a  Map  showing  the  Location  of  Salmon  Rivers    Svo  6s 

ANGLER'S  STRANGE  EXPERIENCES,  AN.    By  Cots  wold  Is  ys.    Illustrated.    Small  4to.,  5s.    New  Edition,  3s.  6^Z. 

1^  7- R  ^^?r^^-       ^'^"^'"^^  *°         Fi^^ing,  Trolling,  Spinning,  and  Ply  Fishing.    By  J.  T.  Buegess.    New  Edition.  Revised  and 

brought  doTO  to  date  by  R.  B.  Maeston.    Seventy  Diagrams  and  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.,  240  pp.,  boards,  Is. ;  or  cloth  gilt,  2s.  6d. 
FISH  AND  FISHING,  NOTES  ON.    By  J.  J.  Manley,  M.A.    Illustrated.    Crown  Svo.,  10s.  6d. ;  re-issue  6s 

FISHERMAN'S  LUCK  AND  OTHER  UNCERTAIN  THINGS.    By  Heney  Vandyke.    Illustrated  by  Sternee,  Smedley,  Relyea,  and  Feench.    A  book 
of  woodland  sketches  and  blue-sky  philosophy^  the  Author's  "Little  Rivers,"  which  has  been  variously  styled  by  critics  "the  Complete  Angler  of 

to-day  •  that  of-of-door  classic,  "  a  book  of  the  heart,"  &c.  The  papers  embody  the  reflections  of  a  sympathetic  student  of  nature  and  lover  of  man  in  his 
out-of-door  rambles  and  fireside  leisure.  Some  of  the  themes  are  "  Lovers  and  Landscape,"  "  Fishing  in  Books,"  and  "  Who  Owns  the  Mountains  ?  "  8vo.,  cloth 
extra,  8s.  6d.  net.  ' 

kind.  1-rT7V,"«.  P''8«' ^'he  book  contains  charming  illustrations  Tlie  whole  book  is  an  antidote  to  gloom  and  hopelessness  of  every 

FISHING  TACKLE  AND  FISH  HOOKS,  MODERN  IMPROVEMENTS  IN.    By  H.  Oholmondeley-Pennell.    With  Illustrations.    Small  8vo.,  2s. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  SALMON,  TROUT,  AND  GRAYLING,  RECOLLECTIONS  OF.    By  Edward  Hamiltok.    New  Edition.    Crown  8vo.,  6s. ;  large 
paper,  IDs.  6«.  >      >  5 

■         DRY  FLY  FISHING,  A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO.    By  Cotswold  Isys,  M.A.    Illustrated.    Crown  Svo.,  boards.  Is. 

  FAVOURITE  FLIES  AND  THEIR  HISTORIES.   By  Maey  Orvis  Marbuby.    Illustrated  by  32  Coloured  Plates  of  Flies.    8vo.,  24s. 

  NORTH  COUNTRY  FLIES.    By  T.  Peitt.    With  hand-coloured  Plates  from  the  Author's  Drawings,  Dressings,  &c.    8vo.,  10s.  6d. 

 ^  BRITISH  ANGLING  FLIES.    By  Michael  Theakston.    Illustrated.    Crown  8vo.,  5s. 

 •  THE  FLY  FISHER'S  REGISTER.    By  W.  H.  Pope.    Oblong  4to.,  4s. 

FLY-TYING.    By  James  Ogdex.    Crown  8vo.,  2s.  6d. 

"^"^  ^7r^^^  °^^?^?u^'l  DEVICES  :   or.  How  to  Tie  Wet  and  Dry  Flies  for  Trout  and  Grayling  Fishing.     By  the  late  H.  G. 

McClelland  ("Athenian"  of  the  Fis/fuigf  Ga^c^fe).    With  80  Illustrations.    2s.net.  j     a  a  j 

of  takfng  ZtlkT^mlitZ^'n^^^^  ine.xpensive  form  a  book  which  should  prove  of  practical  use  to  the  ever-increasing  number  of  those  who  are  desirou, 

"  It  gives  practically  everything  the  dresser  of  trout  and  grayling  flies  requires."— Bazraaj-  Sports^nan's  Supplement. 
As  a  treatise  on  the  mechanical  art  and  methods  of  Hy  dressing  the  book  has  no  equal,  and  is  simply  invaluable,  both  to  the  amateur  and  the  professional."-ro)-ta/tic«  Weekly  Post. 
This  admirable  work  is  higlily  ilhistiated,  and  should  prove  invaluable  to  every  anglei-.  —S/iooting  Times  ami  British  Sportsman 

FLOAT-FISHING  AND  SPINNING  IN  THE  NOTTINGHAM  STYLE.    By  J.  W.  Maetin,  ("Trent  Otter").    Crown  8vo.,  boards,  2s. 

GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS.     By  H.  A.  Rolt.    Crown  Svo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d.  net. 

HOW  AND  WHERE  TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND.    By  Hi  Regan.    With  Map  and  Illustrations.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  6tZ. 

J-  ^^AVE  FISHED  WITH.  Sketches  of  Character  and  Incident  with  Rod  and  Gun,  from  Childhood  to  Manhood,  from  the  Killing  of  little  Fishes  and 
Birds  to  a  Bufialo  Hunt.    By  Feed.  Mathee  ("  Kego-e-Koy  "),  Author  of  "  Adirondack  Fishes,"  &c.    Illustrated  with  Portraits.    Demy  Svo.,  cloth,  10s.  6d. 

NEAR  AND  FAR:  AN  ANGLER'S  SKETCHES  OF  HOME  SPORT  AND  COLONIAL  LIFE.    By  Wm.  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner ").    Crown  Svo. , 
cloth,  6s.  ;  New  and  Cheaper  Edition,  boards,  2s.  \  r  i 

RIVERSIDE  NATURALIST,  THE.       Notes  on  the  Various  Forms  of  Life  met  with  either  in,  on, 'or  by  the  Water,  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.    By  Edward 
Hamilton,  M.D.    With  Illustrations.    Demy  8vo.,  14s.  .  j  j 

SALMON  PROBLEMS.    By  J.  Willis  Bund.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  6d.  and  2s.  6d. 

A  HISTORY  OF  SCANDINAVIAN   FISHES.    Described  by  B.  Feies,  C.  Y.  Eksteom,  andl  C.  Sundevall.    With  Coloured  Plates  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.    Second  Edition,  thoroughly  revised  and  completed  by  Professor  P.  A.  Smitt.    In  Two  Parts.    Price  £12  12s.  net. 

SPORTING   FISH   OF  GREAT   BRITAIN.    By  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennbll.     With  Illustrations  in  Gold  and  Silver,  Colours,  &o.     Svo.,  cloth,  15s. ;  large 

paper,  Dutch  hand-made,  30s.  - 

THAMES  AND  TWEED.    By  Geoege  Roopee.    Crown  Svo.,  cloth,  2s.  6d. 

THAMES,  THE  LOWER  AND  MID  :  WHERE  AND  HOW  TO  FISH  IT.     By  F.  H.  Amphlett  ("  Tempo  ").    Fully  Illustrated.    With  a  Map  showing 
all  the  Principal  Swims.    Crown  8vo.,  paper  covers.  Is. 

TROUT.-DOMESTICATED  TROUT  :  HOW  TO  BREED  AND  GROW  THEM.    By  L.  Stone.    Fourth  Edition.    Crown  8vo.,  12s.  6d. 
TROUT-FISHING  IN  RAPID  STREAMS.    By  H.  C.  Cutcuppe.    Crown  Svo.,  3s.  6d. 

WALTON,  AND  SOME  EARLIER  ANGLING  WRITERS.    By  R.  B.  Marston.    Crown  Svo.,  4s.  6d. ;  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  7s.  6d. 
WATERSIDE  SKETCHES.    By  William  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner  ").    Imperial  32mo.,  cloth,  Is.  6d. ;  boards.  Is. 


The  Lea  and  Dove  Illustrated  Edition,  being  the  looth  Edition  of 

THE  COMPLEAT  ANGLER.    By  Izaak  Walton  and  Charles  Cotton 

Edited  by  R.  B.  MARSTON,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Edition  de  Luxe,  2  vols.,  royal  quarto,  in  full  morocco,  TEN  GUINEAS  Net.  Damy  Quarto  Edition,  2  vols.,  half-bound  in  morocco,  FIVE  GUINEAS  Net* 

The  whole  of  the  type  of  this  Edition  has  been  distributed  and  the  full-page  Copper-plates  destroyed. 
Standard.-"  Never  has  Walton  been  more  honoured.  .  .  .  These  noble  volumes."  ,    Athenjeum.-"  In  all  respects  a  crowning  work  of  the  kind." 

Field.— "  A  truly  magnificent  edition.  .  .  .  A  triumph  of  first-class  work  in  every  department  "  '     Pall  Mall  Gazette.— "This  magnificent  edition  is  second  in  interest  to  no  predecessor." 
Scotsman.-"  The  most  desirable  edition  of  Walton  that  has  been  offered  to  the  public."         '    I     "^''^jE^'dallic  tten  this/'^"'"''""*  ^"^"^  """"  ^'''^  *°  "'"^  ^""^  °' 
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BURBERRYS'  SLIP-ON 

Will  Keep  the  Wearer  Dry  throughout  the  Heaviest 

Downpours.    Maintains  an  Even  Temperature, 
Light  and  Pervious.  Can  be  Worn  in  Rain  or  Shine. 

"  It  Is  Impossible  to  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  of  the  SLIP-ON  ;  Its  weatherproof  qualities  are 
inoontestable ;  it  will  keep  out  drenching  and  oontinuous  rains  without  adding  the  slightest  unnatural 
heat.  Protects  the  sportsman  from  neok  to  knees,  and  is  a  healthful  and  satisfactory  form  of  waterproof." 

"  I  have  been  here  a  month,  and  had  only  one  fine  day.  ThrougJiout 
the  whole  time  I  have  never  had  a  wet  spot. 

"  The  Gabardine  wants  only  to  be  known  to  be  universally  used. 
"GEO.  M.  KELSON  (Author  of  'The  Salmon  Fly'),  Wark-on-Tyne." 

"  /  see  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazbttk  i/ou  publish  a  testimonial  from  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson.  As  I  was  with  Mr. 
Kelson  during  the  month  he  speaks  of,  I  can  corroborate  his  statement.  I  should  like  to  add  that  during  the  time  1 
wort  a  Barberry  Suit  made  of  Urber  Combination  which  kept  me  absolutely  dry.  In  fact,  one  day  when  Mr.  Kelson 
unfortunately  left  his  Gabardine  at  home,  taking  with  him  a  mackintosh,  and  the  day  turned  out  the  wettest  it  has 
been  my  lot  to  be  out  on,  I  remained  quite  dry,  while  by  the  time  we  got  home  the  rain  had  got  through  the  mackintosh 
and  also  the  coat  underneath.  If  this  letter  is  of  any  service  to  you,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it." — 
R.  H.  BENSON,  Walton,  Near  Wakefield.    Wed.,  March  21th,  1901. 


Showing  Double  Brim  for 
carrying  Flies  and  Casts, 


GABARDINE  COMBINATION,  63^ 

NOTICE.— Every  genuine  "  Barberry  "  Weatherproof  bears  a  "  BURBERRY  "  L&bel. 

HAYMARKET,    LONDON,   and  Basingstoke. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &.C.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIRCULA 
TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Secondhand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  Terms  of  Subscription  in 
Town  or  Country  and  Lists  of  Boolis  for  Sale  sent 
f  ree  by  post  to  any  address 

MUDffi'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

80-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET.  LONDON; 

241,  BROMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.;  and 

43,  gUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C 
ALSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


THE 


GOLDEN 
PENNY 

A  HIGH-GLASS 

Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 

FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
"THE  GRAPHIC" 

AND 

**THE  DAILY  GBArHIC 


"Full  of  well-wrUton  stories."— The 
TiMsa. 

"Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — Thb  UoBNiifia  Poax, 


Of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 

ONE  PENNY. 

OFPIOKS  ; 

190,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W  C. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

CHRISTMAS  AND  NEW  YEAR 
HOLIDAYS. 


EXCURSIONS  FROM  LONDON 

(Liverpool  St.  and  G.E.  Suburban  Stations). 

On  TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24th,  to  Cam- 
bridge,  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham,  Norwieli, 
Ipswich,  Yarnioutli,  Lowestoft,  Cromer,  also 
Spaldin;;-,  Lincoln,  Shelfield,  Manchester,  Don- 
caster,  Leeds,  Bi'adford,  York,  Scarboro',  New- 
castle, and  other  of  tbe  principal  stations  in 
the  Eastern  Counties.  Lincolnshire,  Y'orkshire, 
Lancashire,  North  Eastern  District,  &c. 

On  DECEMBER  -lUh  and  31st,  to  Xortli 
Eastern  Stations  and  Scotland. 

On  DE(;EM[:ER  23rd,  24th,  25th,  26tli  and  27tli, 
RELIEA'ING  TRAINS  will  precede  some  of  the 
principal  ordinary  trains,  and  in  addition 
.SPECIAL  TRAINS  will  leave  London  (Liver- 
pool Street)  as  under 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  24th. 

At  S.IO  a.m.,  to  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Woo.d- 
bridge,  Beccles,  Lowestoft,  Yarinouth,  *c. 

At  8..'i7  a.m.,  to  Carabrid.;e,  Ely,  Brandon, 
Thetford,  VVymondham.  Norwich,  Ac. 

At  1.30  p.m.,  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  <tc. 

At  1.35  p.m.,  to  Beccles,  Lowestoft,  Y'ar- 
mouth,  itc. 

At  7.12  p.m.,  to  Ipswich,  Diss,  Tivetshall, 
Norwich,  Woodbridge,  Saxmundhani,  Hales 
worth,  Beecle.s,  Lowestoft,  Y'armouth,  *c. 

At  9.25  p.m.,  to  Southeud-on-Sea,  Braiutree, 
Maldon,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &c. 

SPECIAL  MIDNIGHT  TRAINS  at  12.3  night 
(supper  train)  to  Colchester  and  Clacton-on-Sea. 

At  12.20,  to  Norwich,  Wells,  Lowestoft  and 
Yarmouth,  via  Cambridge. 

At  12.25,  to  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Ipswic'i. 

At  12.35,  to  Bury  St.  Edmunds  "and  Norwich, 
via  Ipswich. 
Calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations. 

CHRISTMAS    DAY,  WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER  25th. 

At  5.8  a.m.,  to  Brentvv-ood,  Ciielmsford, 
Witham,  Colcliester,  Mauuingtree  and  Ipswich. 

At  8.0  a.m..  to  Bishop's  Stortford.  Braintree, 
Satfron  Walden,  Haverhill,  Cambridge,  New- 
market, Bury,  Mildeuhall,  St.  Ives,  Kamsey, 
Peterooro',  Wisbech,  Lynn,  Huustantoii, 
Swatt'ham,  Dereham,  Wells,  Wymoudham, 
Thetford,  Norwich,  <fcc. 

At  8,55  a.m.,  to  Colchester,  Sudbury,  Bury, 
Brightlingsea,  Ipswich,  Eye,  Woodbridge,  Wick- 
ham  Market,  Framlingham,  Sa.xmiindham, 
Aldeburgh,  Halesworth,  Beccles,  Bungay, 
Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills  and  pamphlet. 


ROYAL  ALBERT  HALL. 


THE 


Rojal  Choral  Society. 

PATEON : 
HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KINO. 

PEESIDENT  : 
H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  CONNAUGHT,  K.G 

VICE-PEESIDENT  : 
THE  RT.  HON.  THE  EARL  OF  PEMBROKE 
AND  MONTGOMESy,  G.C.V.O. 


WEDNESDAY  EVENING, 
January  1,  1902, 

At  8  o'clock. 


(Handel). 

MADAME  ALBANI. 
MISS   MARIE  BREMA. 
MR.   CHARLES  SAUNDERS. 
MR.   WATKIN  MILLS. 


Band  and  Chorus,  One  Thousand. 

Organist,  Mr.  H.  L.  BALFOUR. 

CDnductor,  Sir  FREDERICK  BRIDGE,  Mus.D. 


Doors  Open  at  7  ;  Commence  at  8  o'clock. 

Stalls,  7s.  6d. 
Arena,  6s.      Boxes,  £1  lis.  6d.  to  £3  3s. 
Balcony  /Reserved    (rows  1  to  4),  5s. 
•'  (Unreserved  (rows  5  to  8),  4s. 
GALLERY  (Promenade),  ONE  SHILLING. 
Tickets  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall 
and  usual  Aeents 


NOW  READY.    Fcap.  8vo.,  gilt  top,  3s.  6<i.  net. 

The  Open- Air,  Rest,  and  Hi^h  Feeding  Treatment  of  Consumption. 

Messrs.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.  have  just  published  a 
little  volume,  price  3s.  &d.  net,  describing  the 

NORDRAGH  TREATMENT  FOR  GJNSUMPTIVES 
IN  THIS  COUNTRY : 

How  to  Cure  and  Prevent  Consumption  and  ottier  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

By  Mr.  JAMES  ARTHUR  GIBSON, 

Whose  Articles  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  first  drew  attention  to  the  treatment 
of  Consumption  so  successfully  carried  out  by  Dr.  Otto  Waltheb  at  Nordrach, 
where  Mr.  Gibson  was  himself  cured. 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


DAVID  SLATER 

Wholesale,  Retail,  d  Export 
Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 


TO  PIKE  ANGLERS. 


20/- 


The  Champion  Green 
heart  Pike  Rod 

4  inch  Wood  Combina- 
tion Reel    17/ 

100  yards  Special  Silk 
Line    6/6 

This  Outfit,  value  43/6, 
for  35/- 


THE 'IDEAL'  COMBINATION 
REEL. 

Made  of  Aluminium  Alloy.  Centre 
Pin  action.  Optional  Check,  and 
beautifully  finished. 

3        31      4        4J      5  inches. 
27/-  28/-  30/-   32/-  35/-  each. 

This  is  the  finest  Reel  made  for  Casting 
from  the  Reel  in  the  Nottingham  style. 

THE  ''SLATER"  SPECIAL 
SILK  LINE. 

Made  of  the  very  Best  Silk,  and 
extremely  strong. 

Price  per  100  yards,  6/6. 


9e/7rf  for  Illustrated  Catalogue,  Post  Free. 


THE 

Indian  Sportina  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

Circulates  throughout  India,  Ceylon 

BURilAH  AND  ASSAM.  ' 
The  Only  Sporting  Paper  in  Western  India. 
Covers  every  br.inch  ot  Indian  Sports,  and  con- 
tains the  latest  Home  Sporting  Jiews. 
FOKilS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISIXG  MEDIUM 
FOB  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c. 

Published  every  Sunday.    Sul)soription  I6s.  per 
annum.    Single  copies,  7tl.,  post  free. 

Printed  and  Published  at  TniES  of  India  Press, 
Bombay.  ' 
LONDON  OFFICE:  121.  FLEET  STEEET,.E.C. 
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THE  FIELD  says:  It  is  to  Messrs.  Hardy ,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  the 
supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  Rod  Makers.  .  .  .  They  have  left  all 
Comjietitors  hopelessly  hehind." 


Buy  your  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle  from  the  Manufacturers.    Our  reputation  stands 
undoubtedly  higher  than  all  others.    Our  stock  is  enormous,  and  in  variety  is  not 
approached  anywhere.    Our  prices  are  no  higher  (and  in  many  cases  much  lower), 
while  the  value  and  satisfaction  GIVEN  are  freely  acknowledged  by  all. 


Steel  Centre,  Cane  Built,  &  Greenheart  Rods. 

Two  Special  Spinning  Rods  for  Salmon  and  Pike,  etc. 


The   "MURDOCH"    SPINNING  ItOD.—lltt-  6  in.  and  12  ft.  6  in.  three-piece,  cane-built,  two  tops;  cork,  pigskin,  or  cedar  handle;  patent  bridge 
rings;  revolving  butt  and  pipe  end  rings;  patent  lock  joints;  rubber  button,  etc.    Length,  lift.  6  in.,  £5;  steel  centre,  extra,  £1.     The  12ft.  Gin., 
■without  steel  centre,  £5  15s. ;  with  steel  centre,  £7. 
DITTO,  11*  ft.,  same  details,  but  made  of  greenheart,  £2  15s.  ;  12^  ft.,  ditto,  £3. 

Two-piece,  "Hotspur"  Style  (see  page  217  in  Catalogue),  one  top,  30s.  ;  two  tops,  £2  2s. ;  12J  ft.,  one  top,  £1  12s.  Gd. ;  two  tops,  £2  6s.  6d. 
The  **  HOLiLINGWOltTH"  SPINNING  MOD. — Bamboo  butt  and  middle,  with  two  greenheart  tops ;  cork-covered  handle  and  stoppers;  splint  end 
lock-fast  joints,  double  brazed;  spiral  rings,  with  revolving  ring  on  butt,  and  tops.    £2  10s.    This  rod,  with  full-length  top,  makes  an  eleven-foot 
spinning  rod,  and  with  short  top  a  9  ft.  G  in.  trolling  rod. 


Try  a  "SI LEX"  Casting  Reel. 

The  Comfort  and  Ease  are  a  Revelation. 

ILLUSTRATED    BROCHURE  AND  PRICE  LIST  ON 
APPLICATION. 


THE  "CROCODILE"  SPINNER  AND  "SILEX"  REEL 
AMONG  THE  MAHSEER. 


HARDY'S  FAMOUS  "CROCODILE"  SPINNERS. 


Prices  :- 


-PIKE  and  SALMON,  2/3  each  ; 

rnESEHrnD  ha  its 


PERCH  and  TROUT,  1/6  each, 

SUI'l'LIEU. 


"  I  must  uovv  tell  you  that  the  use  of  your 
split  cane  rod  has  been  a  revelation  to  me,  and  I 
grieve  much  when  I  think  of  the  labour  I  have 
wasted  for  years  in  using  heavy  greenheart  and 
other  rods  when  such  a  perfect  and  handy  little 
rod  was  all  the  time  available.  However,  I  am  a 
very  strong  convert  now,  not  only  to  your  rods, 
but  to  your  lines,  '  Silex  '  reels,  and  last,  but  by 
no  means  least,  '  Crocodile '  Spinners.  I  know  of 
no  moie  perfect  combination  for  a  fisherman  in 
India  than  the  following— all  your  handiwork  :— 

"  1.— A  split  cane  rod. 

"2.— An  oil  dressed  waterproof  line. 

"3.— 'Silex'  Reel. 

"  4  — A  '  Crododile '  Spinner. 

"That  combination,  I  repeat,  is  perfect- 
nothing  can  beat  it— for  a  fisherman  using  the 
most  killing  method,  i.e.,  spinning  adead  tish. 

"  With  the  light,  handy,  and  yet  powerful  rod 
one  can  fish  all  day  without  feeling  it,  and  with 
the  '  Silex '  Reel  one  can  command  the  best 
water  from  the  bank,  even  in  the  biggest  rivers. 


"  I  was  spinning  formahseer  in  the  Giri  River, 
a  nice  stream  which  runs  into  the  Jumna,  and 
which  is  not  far  from  Simla. 

"I  was  taken  by  a  heavy  fish  in  a  deep  run 
under  a  fall.  Below  this  run  was  a  long  rapid. 
My  fish  tried  to  get  down  this,  but  I  determined 
to  give  the  rod,  line,  and  reel  what  was,  perhaps, 
too  severe  a  test,  for  I  knew  I  should  lose  him  if 
he  got  into  that  lower  rapid,  so  I  held  him — held 
liim  with  the  reel  and  allowed  him  no  line. 
Nothing  gave,  though  you  may  imagine  the 
strain.  In  fifteen  miimtes  I  had  him  on  his  side, 
and  my  man  landed  him  well.  A  fine  clean-run 
mahseer  of  29  lb.  The  rod  sprung  straight  as 
ever  after  this.  So  I  want  no  further  proof  after 
that,  and  I  doubt  if  I  shall  ever  again  use  any 
rods  but  yours  ;  I  shall  certainly  never  use  any- 
thing but  the  '  Silex '  Reel  for  spinning  or 
throwing  a  large  spoon. 

"  W.  J.  BYTHELL,  Major  R.B.,  SIMLA." 
Extract  from  the  FlSHINQ  GAZETTE,  1899. 


CATALOGUE  Over  Three  Hundred  lUnstrations  of  Rods,  Reels,  FUes,  Tackle,  &c, 
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WATERPROOF  "FREKE" 
FISHING  BAGS. 


THE  "  PORTMAN  "  FISHING  BAG. 

Invented  I'v  Hie  Uon.  E.  w  P.  T'ortman. 


POCKET  KNIFE. 


Invented  by  REGINALD  „, 
CORBET,    Jun.,    Esq.,  " 
and  considered  one  of 
the     most  complete 
made. 


The  diagram  is  sli^Iitly 
less  than  half -size  ;  the 
handle  is  German  Sil- 
ver, and  the  whole  is 
finished  in  the  best 
possible  manner. 


The  "  FRANCIS "  TROUT  FLY  BOOK. 


Giving  the  names  of  37  most  nseful  patterns,  arranged 
according  to  the  season  in  which  they  should  be  used,  and 
with  full  printed  instructions.  7  in.  long,  4  in.  wide.  With 
one  fly  of  each  pattern  aewn  iu. 


ALUMINIUM  SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


Size,  7i  in.  by  ii  in.  by  1  in.  (full). 


THE  "KENNET  "  DRY  AND 
CAST  BOX. 

Japanned  Tin.    Black  outside.    White  inside. 


Sue  b  ni.  lung,  33  in.  wide,  1  in.  deep. 

The  IMPROVED  "  GYE  "  SLIP 
LANDING  NET. 

Invented  by  Hl.S  HONOUR  JUDGE  PERCY  Gye. 


ENGLISH  WICKER  BASKET. 

With  Removable  Bag. 


SALMON  FLY  BOX. 


ANGLER'S  KNIFE. 

Very  I'seful. 


"CORRUGATED  CORK"  EYED  FLY 
AND  CAST  BOX. 

Invented  by  R.  A.  Briggs,  Esq. 


"ECLIPSE"  SALMON  FLY  BOOK 
FOR  THE  POCKET. 

Designed  by  Colonel  RALPH  VIVIAN. 


It  is  made  to  hold  80  Salmon  Flies.  Cover  is  of  Pigskin.  7  in. 
long,  4}  in.  wide.  Very  light  to  carry,  and,  being  made  of  Pigskin, 
it  is  yielding.    Weight,  2i  oz. 


Nearly  100  Volumes  of  the  various  Books  on  Angling  for  choice. 
Catalogue,  with  Illustrations  of  over  200  other  useful  Presents,  ff  rails  and  post  free. 


C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  LTD.,  191,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C 
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ESTATES, 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  OP  to  LET. 


TROUT. 

FRY,  YEARLINGS,  &  TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

OP 

BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN,  RAIN- 
BOW, and  SEA  TROUT. 
From  very  large  parent  flsh,  can  be  obtained 
from 

Lord  Montagu's  Beaulien  Fishery 

AND 

Chas.  Brann's,  Esq.,  Sowley  Fishery. 

For  Price  Lists  and  full  particulars  apply  to 
Sir.  E.  Collins,  Manager,  Lord  Montagu's 
Beaulieu  Fishery,  Beaulieu,  Hants ;  and  to  C. 
Braun,  Esq.,  The  Fishery,  Sowley  House, 
Lymington,  Hants. 

TROUT. 

HYDE  END  FISHERY, 

BRIMPTON,  neap  READING. 

Yearling,  Two  Year  and  Three  Year  Old 
Trout  for  Stocking. 


Frices  from  H.   H.  GRAY. 


EYED  SALMON  OVA 

Supplied   from  the  best  Scotch  Fish. 
Orders  now  being  booked. 
Apply  to — 
THOS.  PILKINGTON,  Esq., 

Sandside,  Thurso,  N.B. 


CHESS  RIVER 
TROUT  FARM. 

TROUT  YEARLINGS, 

6  inch  fish  ;  Brown  Trout,  Levens,  Rain- 
bows, Fontinalis,  Irish  Fario  (from  wild 
eggs) ;  and 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Fario  and  Eainbows,  for  immediate 

delivery. 

D.  S.  GRAHAM, 

Solesbridgemill  House,  Rickmansworth, 
HERTS. 

SALMON  FISHING 

RIVER  SPEY. 

Three  Miles  to  Let  for  Spring. 

RENT   ...  £75. 

Apply,  NAPIER  LANDALE,  Factor, 
Aberlour,  Banffshire. 

GOOD  FREE  PIKE  FISHING, 
HOLYWELL   FERRY,  HUNTS. 

Punts,  Baits,  and  Attendance.  Home 
Comforts  and  Charges.   Wire  or  Write — 
A.  SCARO. 

Jimt  I'liliHshcil. 

GRAYLINO  FiSHiNG 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

PiucE     -     -     2s.  6d.  net. 


Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 


Send  a  Postcara  tor  a  Sample  Card  ot  tlie 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach  ...  Is.  ed.  j  Per  100  yards. 

Barbel  ...  2s.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 

Pike  ...  3s.  Od.  I  Green 

Salmon  ...  4s.  Sd.  ]  on  Boards. 

Tlie  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.    To  be  had  only  from 

WHOLESALE    AND  RETAIL 

FISHINO  TACKLE  MAKER, 

1.  St.  Switliin's  Square,  LINCOLN. 


M.  BARNES, 


FISHMONGER'S  BUSINESS 

FOR   IMMEDIATE  DISPOSAL 
IN  IPSWICH, 

In  coiiseiiuence  of  iU-healtli  of  Proprietor. 

Dry,  Wet,  &  Shell  Fish.  Good  House 
and  Shop.    Old  Established. 

Rent  £10  on  Lease  ;  Returns  about  £20 
per  week  ;  Incoming  about  £100. 


Apply,  Herbert  "Wright,  Auctioneer,  Ipswich. 


PRIVATE  FISHERY 
TO  BE  LET  BY  TENDER. 

Lease  for  3,  5  or  7  years  from  Christmas, 
1901.  The  Fishery  is  known  as  the 
KING'S  WEIR    FISHERY,  on  the 

RIVER  LEE,  with  cottage,  garden,  etc., 
1|  miles  from  the  Broxbourne  station, 
G-.E  R.,  and  17  miles  from  London. 
Tenders  to  be  sent  in  to  the  undersigned, 
by  Thursday,  the  20th  December.  The 
Board  do  not  bind  themselves  to  accei)t 
the  highest  or  any  tender. — For  par- 
ticulars, apply  to  GEO.  CORBLE,  Clerk 
of  the  Lee  Conservancy  Board,  No.  12, 
Finsbury  Circus,  London,  E.C. 
4th  Dec,  1901. 


H.  I.  JONES  &  SON, 

Wliolesfili-  J)enlei:t  hi,    Vi.-thhii/  TacLlr, 
Criiket,   l.fiii-n   Tetttiis,    (lolf,  It'oolhall , 
mill  HorJk-ri/  Iteqiii.titi-.'i, 

WANGANUI,  New  Zealand. 


-Manufacturers  may  forward  Catalogues  direct, 
or  throU!;h  our  London  Agents,  Messrs.  PoTTS, 
Rowley  &  Co.,  66,  Mark  Lane,  London,  E.C. 


HOW  TO  IMPROVE  AND  PERFECT 
YOUR  FISHING. 

ANGLERS  who  can  appreciate  an  absolutely 
perfect  reel  (Nottingham),  and  one  that 
combines  all  the  advantages  of  lightness  with 
strength,  should  give  the  Nottingham  "  Aerial " 
(patent)  a  trial. 

Inventor,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  who  also  Invented 
the  celebrated  "  Coxon  "  spinners  (patent)  for 
salmon,  pike,  and  trout. 


Mr.  Coxon  is  also  the  author  of  that 
valuable  work  (fourth  edition), 

A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING:  HOW 
TO  CATCH  FISH. 

Price  Is.  2a.,  postage  free. 

Revised  price  of  Reels:  3in.,  with  optional 
check,  15s.  ;  S+in.  do.,  16«.  ;  4in.  do.,  17s.  ;  iiin. 
do.,  19s.  each.  Without  check:  4in.,  14s.  6d  ; 
4tin.,  16s.  6d.  each.  The  reels  are  of  superb 
quality,  and  of  exquisite  finish. 

Apply:  HENRY  COXO?T, 

Walton  Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

Testimonials  free  on  application. 


HAVE    YOU  TRIED 
WILLIAMS'  "CRYSTAL"  HOOKS? 

Use  them  and  put  flsh  in  ydiir  bass,  money  in 
y.  iir  pocket,  ami  buy  (rf  thd  inventors — Hooks 
Out,  and  Tyiiiy,  tlie  iiest  in  the  World. 

SEA  ANGLERS. 

Use    Williams'   DiiiBor-Pi-LL  Pathknoster, 

Made  by  this  firm  twenty  years  ago,  not  to 
beaten  in  principle  now.  .Seii/I  for  t'atalognc. 

F.  T.  WILLIAMS  &  CO., 
10,  Great  Queen  Street,  London,  W.C. 


ASK 

your  Fishing- 
Tackle  Maker 
to  show  you 
the  (Regd.) 

"FISHING 


CAZETT 


LEADS" 


(Can  be  easily  detached  and  attached 
without  removing  trace,  and  prevent  all 
kinking) 


for  the 


inning' 
Trace,  etc. 
For  Sea 
Fishing  on 
trace,  or  as 
Sinker,  etc. 

(Tackle  makers  can  have  Sample  Show 
Cards  of  the  Wholesale  Makers, 
S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO.,  Redditch.) 

Also  the 

"FISHING 


GAZETTE 


FLOAT" 


for 

Pike  Fishing 
and 

Sea  Fishing. 

(Can  be  instantly  attached  to  or  detached 
from  a  line  without  removing  trace,  etc.) 


TF/ioleaale  only  of 

S.ALLGOCK&GO. 

REDDITCH. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  partlcolara  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  lu  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSON  LYALLJi  Co.,  Ltd, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


FEATHERS  AND  MATERIALS  FOR  FLY 
DRESSING.— R.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingsland,  Herefoidshire,  holds  extensive  and 
varied  stock  of  all  kinds.  Natural  Dun,  Honey 
Dun,  Furnace,  &c.  ;  Hackles,  Wiiigs,  Feathers, 
and  Skins  of  English  and  Foreign  Birds,  &o.  ; 
Furs,  Mohair,  Pig's  Wool,  and  Plain  and  Dyed 
Quills  for  Bodies.  Hooks  of  all  kinds  and  sizes 
(including  Pennell's) ;  Gut,  Silk,  Tinsels,  <fco. 
Appliances  of  every  sort.  Detailed  Price  List 
free.  Established  over  half  a  century.  Fotfls 
for  Fly  Dressing  a  speciality 


X^rORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED  BAITS.  Specially  pre- 
pared  Brandlings  and  Cockspura  for 
Roach  and  Grayling,  ready  for  use,  and 
clean,  freshly-bred  (jentlea,  1/3  per  box, 
carriage  paid.  Bright  and  Lough  pre- 
served (3-udgeon,  Dace,  Sprats  and 
Mirmows,  1/6  per  bottle  post  free.  J.  E. 
MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station  Street,  Leeds. 


BOOTH'S  FIVE-JOINT  BAMBOO 
ROACH  ROD,  5/8. 

Balanced  handle,  11  ft.  snake  rings,  winch  fit- 
tings, lancewood  top,  bag  ;  in  box  ;  carriage,  id. 

(Jonstant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money 
fur  it." — Makston,  Fisliinj  Gazette. 

LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  3-joint,  1902,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  i>razed 
ferrules,  winch  fitting  and  bag,  about  12  oz.  ; 
lOift.  ;   5s.  il. 

FINEST  UNDRAWN  GUT  (per  100),  20 
Mcli,  3,s-  \\d.  First  Quality  Drawn  Gut,  16  inch, 
4s.  3'/.    Fine  Undrawn  Out,  14  inch.  Is.  id. 


CHRISTMAS  BARGAIN. 

Booth's  Line  Guard  Protected. 

Can  1)6  put  on  any  Notts  reel.  Send  size  of  reel. 
Large  size,  8''.  ;  small  size,  OiJ. 

BOOTH, 

P£ix*£i>^on  Sti^eet,  Hull. 


A.   CHARMXira   CXFT  BOOS. 

6s.,  claret  roan,  gilt.  Illustrated. 

lOndon  in  the  Time  of  the  Diamond  Jubilee. 

By  E.  C.  COOK  and  B.  T.  CooK,  M.A. 
Of  all  Booksellers. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"  Sir  Henry  Ponnonby  is  cmn/inanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook." 

"Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
toT."— British  Weekly.  "  Far  superior  to  ordi- 
nary guides." — London  Daily  Chronicle. 


'  A  BRILLIANT  BOOK."-r^  Times. 

Every  visitor  to  London  (and  Resident)  should  use 

I  <lMnOl\.l  THIKD  EDITION, 
LU  IN  LJU  IN  REVISED,  68. 

<inri  iiy  E-  C.  CooK  and  24  Maps  and 
dilU    E.  T.  Cook,  M.A.  Plana. 

ENVIRONS.    60  Illustrations. 

'  It  very  emphatically  tops  them  a\\."— Daily  Gfraphic, 
Llangollen  :  Darlington  &  Co. 
London :  Simpkin,  Makshall  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Paris  aud  New  York :  Bkentano's. 
The  Railway  Bookstalls  and  all  Booksellers. 


Visitors  to  Bournemouth.  Brighton,  Eastbourne, 
Hastings,  Bath,  Wells.  Weston-super-Mare,  Malvern, 
Worcester,  Gloucester,  Llandrindod  Wells,  Rhyl,  Llan- 
dudno, Colwyu  Bay,  Conway,  -Trefriw,  Festiniog, 
Bcttwsyeoed,  Llangollen,  Bala,  Dolgelly.  Barmouth. 
Aberystwith,  Criccieth,  Pwllheli,  Wye  Valley,  Severn 
Valley,  Norfolk  Broads.  Channel  Islands,  aud  Isle  of 
Wight,  should  use  Oarlingtou's  Handbooks,  U.  each. 
Lists  post  free — Darlington  &  Co..  Llangollen. 

PHOTO  GRAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs  of 
Sceuery,  Ruius,  &c.,  in  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark. 
Russia,  France.  Germany,  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey,  Pales- 
l.iue,  aud  Egypt,  also  .North  Wales,  18.,  u.  M.,  and  2<. 
Oorapiete  List  post  tree. 

llARLf N14TON  ft  01)..  LLANHOLLRN. 


TO  EE  SOLD. 

WO  VERY  FINE  DOC  OTTERS. 

Weighing  25  lbs  each,  in  S'  para^^e  cases> 
bent  glass  front,  and  splendidly  mounted 
by  J.  Cooper. — Api^ly  to  Otter  Hone, 
Fisherman,  Staines. 


THS   FJSHIJIO    GAZETTK,   IfBCBJUBeSi    St,  1901 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Pontinalis, 
and  Baiubows ;  also  fresh  water  Mollusca, 
Crustaceans,  May-Fly  Eggs,  Larvae,  &c., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  Surrey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


SUCCESS  IN   SEA  FISHING  can 
only  be  obtained  by  asing  up  tO 

date  tackle. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
196,  UNION  STREET,  PLYMOUTH, 
have  stood  the  test  of  129  years,  and 
their  tackle  is  acknowledged  by  all  com- 
petent fishermen  to  be  the  best. 

Mounted  lines  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Inventors  of  the  celebrated 
Sand  Eels,  that  eclipse  all  other 
baits,  both  natural  and  artificial. 

Improved  Horsehair  Lines  with 
out  knots.  Otter  and  Beam  Trawls, 
Trammels,  Courges,  &c. 
BHsherman's  Guide  {Illustrated)  Gratis 
Highest  Awards  Evkrywherb. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  BaildlDgs,  Chancery  Lane,  W.C. 
CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 

20  /  on  the  niinlmnm  monthly  balances  no  I 
I  0     when  not  drawn  below  £100.     ^  /  0 

DEPOSIT  ACCOUNTS 
rt  10  /    on  Deposfts,  repayable  rt  lo  / 
Jm2  /  0         on  demand.         JL2  /  0 

STOCKS  AND  SHARES 
Stocks  and  Shares  purchased  and  sold  for 
cuR^onficrs 

The  BIRKBECK  ALMANACK,  with  fuU  par- 
ticulars, post  free. 

FRANCIS  RAVENSCROFT,  Manager. 


SPROUSTON,  KEX^O, 


THEAKER, 

("or  86  years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  Silk  Fishing 
Liaes,  nade  from  pure  silk  only. 

s.  d. 

ROAOH   per  100  yards   1  6 

Barbbl      ...  ,,  1  10 

Pike    ,,  34 

Salmon     ...  „  44 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Tlieakers  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Match  flsliing.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  Inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to6x,  IM.  per  doz.  ; 
13  Inch  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Casts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard,  1«.  per  doz.  ;  2  yards. 
Is.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3«.  6rf.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  NottiuKliam  Lobworms, 
8«.  per  1000.  The  trade  supplied. 
2,  BROAD  MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM. 


HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  A  SPORTIHG  PROPERTIES, 
Houses,  Land,  and  Estates 

To  LET  &  for  SALE. 


SEE  THB 


ESTATES  CAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthooming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d, 

^ANNUAL  SUBSOaiPTION  158. 
CmBF  Office: 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON.  E.G. 


DO  NOT    HEMOVE  THIS   COUPON  FBOM  THE  PAPEB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "FISHING  GAZETTE  "  have  insured  every  Purchaser 
or  Holder  of  it  in 

The  General  Accident  Assurance  Corporation,  Limited, 

116  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  B.C.  (Registered  Office,  Perth),  to  whom  Notice  of  Claims  under 
the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days  of  the  date  of  accident. 


£100 


"FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 


£50 


APPLICABLK  only  in  GRRAT  BRrTATO  AND  IRELAND. 
One  Hundred  Pounds  will  be  paid  by  the  above  Corporation  to  the  person  whom  the  Corporation 
shall  decide  to  be  the  next  of  kin  of  any  person  killed  by  an  accident  to  the  train  in  which  the  deceased  was 
an  ordinary  i>assenger.  or  who  sliall  liave  h.^en  fatally  injured  thereby  should  death  result  within  tljree 
calendar  montiis  after  such  accident.  Should  such  injury  not  prove  fatal,  but  cause  within  tliree  c  leudar 
montlis  as  aforesaid  the  loss  of  two  limbs  by  actual  sepiiration  above  the  wrist  or  ankle,  or  the  irrecoveralde 
loss  of  sight  in  both  eyes,  then  the  jierson  injured  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  OSE  HDNDREFi  PiirNDS, 
or  for  the  lossof  one  limb,  or  one  eye  as  aforesaid  FIFTY  POUNDS.  ONE  HUNDRRH  POUNDS  will  also 
be  jiaid  by  the  Corporation,  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  this  Coupon  in  the  event  of  the  accidental 
deiith  of  the  holder  by  drownijij;  whilst  angling.  Provided  that  at  the  time  of  such  accident  the  persun  so 
killed  or  injured  was  the  owner  of  this  Inst'eance  Coi  pon  for  the  Current  week,  with  his  or  her  usual 
signature  iirevionsly  written  in  ink  underneath.  If  found  on  the  person  it  need  not  have  been  signed. 
Annual  suKicrihers  whose  yearly  subscription  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  who  retain  anil  file  this  paper, 
will  be  held  covered  on  its  production,  although  the  coupon  is  unsigned.  This  Coupon  only  applies  to  persons 
over  14  and  under  6u  years  of  age.  and  is  limited  to  one  Coupon  for  each  hobler. 
  s:g\ATI  RK  _    ■  


THE  GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  LIMITED. 

CAPITAL,  £400,000.  ESTABLISHED  1885. 

Chief  Offices  :—Cleneral  Buildings,  Perth,  N.B. ;  115  to  117,  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

F.  NORIE-MILLBR,  General  Manager. 
COAIBINED  ACCIDENT,  DISEASES,  and  ANNUITY.— £1000  Policy  for  £2  per  annum. 
Burglary  Insurance.— All  Householders  should  have  a  policy.  Rates  from  Is.  6d.  per  £100. 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897.— Assurances  at  Low  Rates.  Each  Risk  rated  on  its 
merits.  FIRE  INSURANCE.  Vehicle  Imiemnity,  Sickness,  and  Cycle  Insurance  also  transacted. 
Fidelity  Guarantee  Bonds  issued  at  Low  Rates. 
Applications  for  Agencies  invited  :  liberal  terms.   Prospectuses  Free  on  Application. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 


BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

FOR  ALI. 

Bilious  and  Nervous  Disorders, 

Sick  Headache, 

Constipation, 
Wind  and  Pains  in  Stomacb, 


Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and   Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE  OVER 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  l/lj  and  3/9  eaob,  with  full 
dlreotioaa.  The  1/1^  box  oontaiiu 
66  pills. 


Prepared  only  by  th4  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM 

ST.  HELENS,  LANCASHIRE. 


Beeeham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious — EconomicaL 

Cleanses  the  Teeth — Perfume*  the 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggtst«,  or  from 
the  Proprietor,  for  1/-,  p.«t  paid. 


THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  yon-party  Organigation  to  urge  npon  the  govemment  and  the  Blectorate 


the  paramount  i-wportance  of  an  adequate  Wavy  as  the  b«»t  gnarantee  of  peace. 

Terms  of  Membership  : 

One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment 

Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 

Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually,  or  £25  in  one 
payment  for  life. 

Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 

Full  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  applioation  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable. 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League:  13,  Victobia  Stbebt,  Wkstminstkb,  S.W. 
Branches :  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham, 
Liyerpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban.  British 
Gmana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

i4^^oP?'^^  -*l'',»^«1  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  St.  dd. ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  fi«.  6d.  to 
108  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  16fl..  hronze  or  fiemian  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
*°  S^Jl^'o'^  I,'"*'"'  l"^-      :      '  "louble  brazed,  lis.  6d.  to  21«.  frt 

•^''•l^-— ^o""'gl'»'"  ^^'hhI,  |ioIi.slie.l,  3tin.,  Ig.  9rf. ;  4in.,  2s.  6d.  ;  movable  check,  3<in  .  is  ■ 
*iii.,  &8.;  bronze  revolving  plate,  .;heek  reels,  3i.i.,  Us.  id.  ■  4in.  Ds.  U.  ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  Is.  6d. 

UNKS(waterpit)<,f)  -Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yani  :  hemp,  ,d.  per  yard.  Plaited  iflax  Lines, 
•  Tanned.  Srf.  ;  fiO  yards.  Is.    Cable  Laid  Cor<l,  50  yanis.  7»4. 

SS'AiQ  i^"''     <j''"l>).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  M.  ;  Twiste<l  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SMAPS,  <fcc.— fiyder  s,  2d.  ;  Peuiiell  s,  2td. ;  Jardine's,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks.  l*d.  each. 
1*.  8d.  per  dozen.  * 

BAITS^Spoon,  from  8d.  each,  very  best  fiuality ;  Silver  Plated,  from  Ig.  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
MiunowB,  from  6d.  ea^h.  GUT  LINE.S,  f r. >m  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "Fishing  Gazette" 
Oosaamer,  8d.   Flies  dresse't  to  any  pattern.  .  •       .  o 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.   AU  Orders  mutt  be  accompanied  by  a  retnUtanee. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  Ui-uT^^n)  62,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S.W. 

(CoRNKR  OP  Nine  Elms  Lake). 
CATALOGUES    POST  FREE. 


SOLVIT     .A.iyi>  •VtTTTTlTgTFa 

TO  FISH  IN  IRELAND. 

By  Ml  KEQAN. 

WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Editior.      Crown  8vo.,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  4  CO.,  LtJ.,  SiToLnltan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE. 

CONTENTS  OF  NO.  180.   VOL.  XXX.   DECEMBER,  1901. 


DRAWING.  By  Maxfield  Parrish.  (Frontispiece.)  To  accom- 
pany "  The  Turquoise  Cup."    Printed  in  colours. 

AMERICAN  PORTRAITURE  OF  CHILDREN.  By  H^ireisoh 
S.  MoERis.  Illustrations  reproduced  from  paintings  by  John  S.  Sargent, 
Cecilia  Beaux,  Sergeant  Kendall,  John  W.  Alexander,  William  M.  Cha8«, 
Mary  Cassatt,  Abbott  H.  Thayer,  George  De  Forest  Brush,  Wilton  Lock- 
wood,  Charles  Hopkinson,  Benjamin  Curtis  Porter,  and  from  miniature* 
by  Margaret  Kendall,  Lucia  P.  Puller  and  Laura  C.  Hills. 

THYREUS.  Poera.  By  Benjamin  Paul  Blood.  Illustrations  by 
A,  Castaigne.    Reproduced  in  colours. 

THE  HIDDEN  BIRD.  Poem.  By  Josephine  Preston  Peabody. 
THE  MAKING  OF  A  PILOT.    By  Albert  White  Vorsb.  IUos- 

trations  by  Henry  Reuterdahi.. 

THE  TURQUOISE  CUP.    By  Arthur  Cosslett  Smith.  Illustra- 

tions  by  Maxfield  Parrish. 

A  FORGOTTEN  PILGRIMAGE.    By  Ernest  C.  Peixotto.  With 

the  author's  drawings. 

THE  LAST  OF  THE  FAIRY  WANDS.  By  William  HexNBT 
Bishop.    Illustralians  by  Jessie  Willcox  Smith    Reproduced  in  colour«. 

THE   FORTUNES   OF  OLIVER  HORN.      By  F.  Hopkinson 

Smith.  Chapters  EQ.-V.  Illustrations  by  Walter  Appleton  Clabk. 
(To  be  continued.) 

SEA-FOG.  8onnet. 

AN  OLD  VIRGINIA  SUNDAY.     By  Thomas  Nelson  Pagk. 

Illustrations  by  B.  West  Clixedinst. 

WHEN  THB  SNOW  FALLS  IN  THE  ADIRONDACKS.  By 

John  R.  Spears.  Illustrations  drawn  by  Jcles  Gdehin  from  photographs. 
Reproduced  in  tints. 

THE   STRANGER    WITHIN    THEIR    GATES.    By  Eleakok 

Stuart.    Illustrations  by  W.  Glackens. 

THE  POINT  OF  VIEW.-Good  Will  to  Men-Tlie  Distrust  of 
Humour. 

THE  FIELD  ^^^ART. — Art  Societies  and  Societies  of  Artists  (R.  S.). 

London:    SAMPSON  LOW,  MARsTON  &  COMPANY,  LnoTKD 
St.  Duiistan'a  House,  Feiter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.O. 


iwi,  .1  i^iijM,  ■•ii..t/.i.  i  .  1.,   iti.CBlUKmt  i:t*)i 

The  Wyresdale  Fishery  Go. 

(ILiixnitecl), 

PETER  ORMROD,  Pisciculturist. 

Special  lot  of  TEN  THOUSAND  Two-year-old 

pure  bred 

BROWN  TROUT 

FOR    ISflEIOEDIAXX:  DISPOSJLi:.. 

MUST  BE  CLEARED  OUT  EARLY  IN  CONSEaUENCE  OF  SHORTAGE  OF  ROOM. 

Reduced  Prices  for  1901-1902. 
CHEAPEST,  STRONGEST,  and  BEST  FISH  in  the  MARKET. 

Fed  and  bred  in  a  stream — the  whole  of  the  river  Wyre  passing  through  the  Fishery. 

In  a  recent  letter  a  customer  writes:  ''1  have  killed  several  brace  of  those  you  sent  last 
year,  weighing  over  2  lb.  and  2^15."  These  trout  had  been  stocked  eleven  months,  and 
averaged  7  inches  in  length,  a  fact  which  speaks  volumes  for  trout  bred  at  Wyresdale. 

BROWN  TROUT,  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT, 

AND  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  TWO  YEAR  OLDS,  AND  OLDER  FISH. 

Quotations  ofiven  for  delivery  alive  at  any  station  in  the  United  Kingdom 

ALL  FISHING  ACCESSORIES  SUPPLIED. 

Advice  Ctiyen  on  Stocking  Rivers,  Lakes,  Acm 

Apply,  ANDREW  HENRY,  Secretary, 

SGORTON,  GARSTANG,  LANGASHIRE. 

J-imited,  l»nke  Street,  Htamfoni  .Street,  9.K,  and  IMbltehcd  for  tbu  Proprietor  by  SilVFSON  Low,  UAjti^ 
St.  punstun's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.   December  21^1001. 


» 


